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¥ Kosovo

The Kosovo Liberation Army
has grown rapidly, and
attracted the support of many
young emigres and refugees.

But little is known about the
group, and how close it
remams to its left-wing
origins.

According to Michael Karadjis of
Green Left Weekly, “Part of the Kosovo
Liberation Army’s core derives from
‘Marxist-Leninist’ Kosovan resistance
forces which fought Belgrade’s
repressive rule in the 1980s, and had
links with Albania’s Stalinist regime. In
particular, it appears to have connections
with the National Movement of Kosova,
which was formed in 1982.”

There are also connections to the Red
Front which developed in the 1980s in
Kosovo and among emigrants in
Germany. Inspired by Enva Hoxha’s
Albania, the group called for an
Albanian-speaking Kosovo Republic
inside the Yugoslav federation.
According to reports in the German left
daily Junge Welt, 80 leading members
were assassinated in Germany in the
1980s by Yugoslav secret service, with
the help of the German authorities. This
eliminated most of the left wing, Maoist,
leaders of the Albanian resistance.

Those that remained were among the
founders of the Kosovo Liberation Army
(known by its Albanian initials, UCK) in
the mid-90s. The most important
founding group was the Kosovo People’s
Movement (LPK). They organised the
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money-raising and worked out the theory
and strategy of the liberation struggle. It
seems that by this time the UCK was not,
or no longer, a Maoist movement.

In 1997 the 300 members of UCK
launched several attacks on the Serbian
Police. Ibrahim Rugova, leader of the
massive “Ghandian” civil disobedience
movement and “President” of Kosova in
an unofficial 1991 referendum, called the
UCK a Serbian attempt “to provoke
violence and justify even greater
repression.” Albania’s ex-president Sali
Berisha made similar allegations.

In response, one pro UCK source
protested that “Rugova and his clan are
the biggest land owners in Kosovo and
the biggest bourgeois family. The
Rugova clan is, in general terms, a
classic comprador bourgeoisie.”

In any case, the Kosovar population
was increasingly frustrated after 10 years
of civil disobedience had failed to bring
concessions from Serbia. According to
Karadjis, “while the system of ‘parallel
institutions’ was providing Albanians
with basic services denied them by the
Serb state, the feeling was growing that
this policy only perpetuated Serbia’s
apartheid policies, paid for by double-
taxing the Albanian masses.

Radical politics

“By 1996, a section of the political
leadership, headed by Adem Demagqi,
who had spent 28 years in a Serbian
prison, began agitating for a change of
strategy. For Demagqi and his Kosova
Parliamentary Party, engagement with
genuine Serbian opposition forces was
more important than the hopeless goal of

attracting Western attention.

This was handicapped by the fact that
the major bourgeois Serbian opposition
forces had a line on Kosova either
identical to, or more extreme than, Milo-
sevic’s.

However, in a 1997 “Serbian-Alba-
nian dialogue” organised by the Serbian
Helsinki Human Rights Committee,
considerable support among anti-
nationalist Serbs was expressed for
Demagqi’s idea that a Republic of
Kosovo, on gaining self-determination,
could enter into a new and equal
federation with Serbia and Montenegro.
He called this concept “Balkania”.

Demagi recognised that many non-
nationalist Serbs had at least a nostalgic
attatchment to the multi-national model
of Tito’s Yugoslavia. He also argued that
anti-Albanian and great-Serb prejudices
were central elements of the ideological
base of the Milosevic regime.“The same
mechanism which keeps by sheer
violence both Albanians and other
peoples in captivity, has been hindering
democratisation in Serbia for 100 years”.

By mid-1998, the KL A had appointed
Demagqi's party as its political leadership,
in opposition to the Rugova line.
Branches of his party throughout Kosova
merged with the KLA. While coming
from varied backgrounds, these forces
had in common the view that Kosovans
needed to rely on their own forces.

Escalation

In early 1998, Serbian extremists
massacred members of the Jashari clan,
many of whom supported the UCK. This
provoked a rapid growth in sympathy
with and support for the UCK. In several
weeks an organisation of 300 grow to a
loose movement of 30,000. It became
increasingly impossible for the LPK to
control the new mass guerrilla
movement.

Many Rugova supporters flooded
into the UCK. According to Karadjis,
“Volunteers, arms and money have also
come from the 600,000 Albanians
working in Germany and Switzerland.”

After the breakdown of the Albanian
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state in 1997, a lot of weapons came onto
the market, and many were brought
accross the border into Kosovo.

However, without a growing supply of
arms, many of these gains were rolled
back by the [Serb] occupation forces by

The Canadian writer Michel Chossu-
dovsky claims that “Arms smuggling
from Albania into Kosovo and Mace-
donia started at the beginning of 1992,
when the Democratic Party came to
power, headed by President Sali Berisha.

“An expansive underground economy

October.

There is little doubt, however, that
the UCK resistance corresponded to the
feelings of the mass of Kosovars at the
time. Thousands of villagers joined the
rebels as self-protection from the police
and army. “There is no doubt that these
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and cross border trade had unfolded. A
triangular trade in oil, arms and narcotics
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groups have the full support of the local
population”, writes Albanian journalist
Fehim Rexhepi.

The Kosovar political spectrum
According to Samary, “the UCK has
had a difficult relationship with the

Some returning Kosovars were  various Kosovar political parties, particu- campaign .’_;
inspired by the left-wing émigre circles  larly with the more moderate factions
in Germany and Switzerland. Others  influenced by Rugova. Despite growing americas

were influenced by right wing emigre
groups in the United States. These latter
groups provided not only funds, but the
necessary contacts and introductions to
the US secret services and media.

frustrations with Rugova’s moderation
and ‘hegemonic’ methods, few Kosovars
responded to the UCK and radical
groups’ call for a boycott of the parallel
elections last March.”

Despite this growing unrest, Rugova
went to Rambouillet enjoying a consider-
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returning to enlist. But the guerrillas are
certainly popular among Kosovars
abroad. Inside Kosova, in the run-up to
the Rambouillet talks, the UCK was
steadily gaining support, though it was
obviously divided between currents
closer to Rugova, and more radical
groups.”

Left observers disagree about the
effectiveness and presence of the UCK
within Kosovo. According to Samary,
“the UCK has clearly been unable to

politicians like Rugova hoped to assert a
political control over the fighters. The
actual result was the opposite. The
UCK’s radicalism influenced the rest of
the delegation.

The Kosovar delegates agreed to
form a “provisional government”,
including Rugova’s LDK, the UCK, and
the United Democratic Movement (a
regroupment of Rugova’s opponents).
UCK spokesman Adem Demaci was to
be became Prime Minister.
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protect the population or to organise
effective resistance. What little news we
have does not indicate clearly whether or
not Kosovars have massively participated
in the Armed struggle at all.”

Karadjis, however, claims that “by
mid-1998, the UCK had taken control of
substantial sections of central Kosova.

But Demaci had refused to participate
in the Rambouillet negotiations, and he
now refused to participate in “a govern-
ment which has neither legitimacy nor
any legal base to represent the Albanians
of Kosova.”

The exact motives of those concerned
are still unclear. As the talks collapsed,
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¥ Kosovo

and Serbia increased its aggression,
Kosovar politics increasingly concentra-
ted on the question of NATO interven-
tion.

In early April, the Voice of Kosova,
newspaper of the main UCK faction
LPK, still carried its traditional sub-title
“long live Marxism-Leninism”. Adverts
listed the books of Albanian Maoist
leaders Enver Hoxha and Ramis Alia. By
April 25, the Voice of Kosova headline
was “NATO thank you”. Inside, there are
no left books advertised. More
significantly, not one of the old editorial
board is listed. Presumably all the new
editors are from the right of the party. It
would be interesting to know what has
happened to their predecessors.

As Samary notes, “NATO support is
clearly motivating young people to join
the UCK. But it is difficult to say how
long this will last.

“On the one hand, the reluctance of
Western governments to commit land
troops could encourage them (particu-
larly the USA) to support the UCK more
directly. Like in Bosnia, the US will seek
to identify and build up those local
groups which are ready to fight in the

Transformation and
regroupment

Regroupments of forces determined to
learn the lessons of the historical
abomination that was Stalinism and to
continue, against the winds and the tides,
to fight against capitalism are being
realised in a number of countries.

In all the countries where such possibilities
exist, the organisations of the Fourth
International are ready to be part of the
re-groupment process. We consider this as
an important step towards the
recomposition of the anti-capitalist left on
a world scale.

At the international level, the Fourth Inter-
national is an active participant in re-
groupment, bringing with it the advan-
tages of a long tradition of combat against
capitalism and Stalinism. #

Price: £5/$10. International Viewpaint, PO Box 27410,
London SW9 9WQ, Britain.
<International Viewpoint@compuserve.com:
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The economic collapse and civil war in Albania created a power vacuum, in
which the UCK could establish camps,win recruits, and acquire weapons.

West’s interests—like the Croatian and
Bosnian armies.

“At the same time, the UCK is in a
very weak position. The US has already
criticised the group’s intolerant practices,
which Washington thinks might further
destabilise the region: things like the
interdiction of political parties in UCK-
controlled zones, threats and violence
against moderate Albanians and those
who refuse to enlist in the UCK, refusal
of all dialogue with the Serbs, and the
recent attempts to set up bases in
Macedonia, which is contributing to
tensions there.

“The final US position will depend
on a number of political and geostrategic
factors. But it is far from sure that US
interests will coincide with those of the
UCK.”

There are a range of currents within
the UCK. Some call for NATO help but
openly protest that NATO will not give
them independence.

Paradoxically, it was the more mili-
tarist faction of the UCK which signed
the Ramboullet agreement (calling on the
UCK to disarm and accept Western
‘protection’, while Demagi’s more
moderate, and more sophisticated current
called for continued resistance.

Demagi falls

In yet another twist, the new UCK
leadership say Adem Demagi is a traitor,
who will be executed. Demagi’s crime
was to oppose the NATO bombings,
which he called “attacks against Serbia
and the Albanians.” He said that “both
people must act against imperialism.”

Currently hiding in the Slovenian
capital Ljubljana, Demaci calls for self-
determination for Kosovo, with full
rights for the Serbian minority [about
10% at the end of 1998].

It is unclear how many UCK
members accept the idea of rights for the

Serb minority. Most UCK-linked
websites make no mention of the Serb
minority, except to say that it is in the
interests of “peace in the Balkans, for
both the Serbs and the Albanians”, for
the occupation of Kosovo to end.

Demagi has also urged Kosovars to
support the right of self-determination of
the Krajina, a part of Croatia from which
over 100,000 Serbs were expelled in the
early 1990s. Other UCK leaders have
tried to gain weapons from the Croatian
dictator, Franjo Tudjman.

Near to NATO?

Many UCK guerrillas would like to
become NATO ground troops. On 10
April a KLA spokesman told Britain’s
Financial Times that “the KLA is also
helping NATO by supplying information,
including bomb damage reports.”

But NATO isn’t giving them the
modern weapons or the support that they
need. Germany is the imperialist state
most willing to run proxy wars in the
Balkans, but the UCK is still on Bonn’s
list of proscribed “terrorist” organisa-
tions. German police have banned fund
raising by radical Albanian groups and
confiscated LPK funds.

To the extent that it has a plan for
Kosova, NATO’s vision is a protectorate.
The western powers will not let Kosovo
join Albania or become independent.
Most Kosovars have already realised that
NATO cannot and will not help the
refugees and displaced persons. Sooner
or later, significant sections of the UCK
will surely come into conflict with their
dangerous “allies” in Bonn and
Washington. %

* This article was compiled by International Viewpoint
staff writer Mark Johnson, on the basis of reports by
“Rosa Liebknecht,” (a regular contributor to the
German left daily Junge Welt), Catherine Samary of
the French magazine Critique communiste and Michacl
Karadjis of the Australian Green Left Weekly.




Interview with Catherine
Samary .

e |s the Serbian population aware of
the humiliations inflicted on the
Kosovo Albanians?

Catherine Samary: Not really. There are
a few exceptions, in the human rights
groups, and there is a tradition of multi-
lingual theatre which brings together
artists from across former Yugoslavia.
Some opposition parties like Vesna
Pesic’s Civic Alliance, have denounced
Serb violence in Kosovo, but without
recognising the Albanian national ques-
tion. There is a kind of anti-nationalist
“civic” consciousness among progressive
Serbians. They tend to put equal blame
on Serbian and Albanian nationalisms.

The horrors of the Bosnian war have
pushed some Serb nationalists into the
anti-war camp: intellectuals like Dobrica
Cosic and vice-president Vuk Draskovic.
They still consider Bosnia or Kosovo to
be “Serb lands”, but no longer support
ethnic cleansing there.

But the twists and turns of Serbian
politics have confused the battle lines.
Zoran Djindjic’s Democratic Party was
so determined to oppose Milosevic that,
when the Serbian leader broke with the
“Great Serbian” plan to annex Bosnia,
the ‘democrats’ formed a block with
ultra-nationalist leader Radovan Karadjic
against Milosevic.

Things have also been complicated
by the Kosovo Liberation Army (UCK)
attacks against Serb civilians and more
moderate Kosovar Albanians. Many
Serbs who had tried to build dialogue
with the Kosovo Albanians have now

accepted the Serbian regime’s discourse
on “Albanian terrorism.”

Many Serbs have also accepted the
regime’s claims that the main reason
Albanians are fleeing Kosovo is the
NATO bombardment. Of course, the fact
that Milosevic hides behind the NATO
attacks, rather than admitting the ethnic
cleansing, suggests that there is little
public support for these outrages. Young
Serbs are not ready to die in a struggle to
expel the Kosovo Albanians.

But nor are most Serbs ready to
accept Kosovo’s secession, after the
“International Community” accepted the
expulsion of 200,000 Serbs from Croatia
and Bosnia, and refuses any kind of self-
determination for the Serb-populated
Krajina region of Croatia.

Of course, many Serbs have forgotten
the ethnic cleansing which Krajina Serbs
imposed against their Croat neighbours.
But the main lesson here is that no
serious alternative politics in this region
can avoid explicit support for the right of
self determination for all the peoples of
former Yugoslavia.

e What is the current state of the
democratic opposition inside Serbia?
The “Zajedno” (Unity) coalition
against Milosevic has fallen apart.
Zajedno won an impressive victory in
1996 elections, and all through the winter
there were demonstrations, particularly
among young people, demanding that
Milosevic respect the election result.
Opposition to Milosevic was the cement
in this fragile coalition. It included Vesna
Pesic’s non-nationalist Civic Alliance
(which has its origins in Ante Markovic’s

Reformist Party), and two moderate
nationalist parties: the Democratic Party
of M. Djindjic and the Serbian
Renaissance Party of Vuk Draskovic.
Zajedno had no real programmatic
coherence, and suffered a disastrous
series of power struggles and corruption
scandals in the municipal governments of
Belgrade and other towns.

A few small social democratic groups
have formed, and split away from
Zajedno. But they are very marginal. It is
hard to be a leftist in Serbia, where Milo-
sevic's own party is called the Socialist
Party of Serbia.

Milosevic’s wife Mirjiana Markovic
leads a smaller “Yugoslav Left Union™
(JUL) which includes many Serbian anti-
nationalists and supporters of the original
Yugoslav federation. Milosevic some-
times uses JUL support to present him-
self as an anti-nationalist, and sometimes
distances himself from them to demon-
strate his Serbian nationalist credentials.
YUL'’s social base is among peasants and
pauperised workers, and the party exp-
loits its links to the regime to build
clientelist support structures.

The far right is very present in
Serbian politics. Vojislav Seselj’s Radical
Party is the real party of ethnic cleansing,
and the bloody construction of a Greater
Serbia. Seselj has been the main suppor-
ter of Radovan Karadzic’s faction among
the Bosnian Serbs.

Milosevic allied himself with the far
right in 1990-93, but then distanced him-
self from them. But Serbia’s last elec-
tions denied him an absolute majority.
Milosevic has now positioned his
Socialists as the centre-ground, working
in coalition with Seselj’s extreme right
and the more left-wing JUL. At the
Yugoslav federal level, Milosevic has
formed an alliance with his old enemy
Vuk Draskovic (the other ex-Zajedno
parties boycotted the elections)

Leaving the purely political sphere to
one side, Milosevic has built a strong
base of support in the police, special
forces and paramilitary groups. He has
rather less confidence in the Yugoslav
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% Yugoslavia

Army, which is more diverse in its  ° What impact is the war having in army, so as to encircle Milosevic from di
thinking. Though the army has provided  the neighbouring countries? the north and west. But even Washington m
arms and uniforms for the far-right The massive arrival of Albanian-  knows that Croatian dictator Franjo nt
militias which have carried out most of  speaking refugees in Macedonia is per- ~ Tudjman has only limited control over es
the dirty work in Croatia, Bosnia and  ceived as a danger by more conservative his Bosnian-Croat allies, and is willing to Y
Kosovo. The Yugoslav army has pre- - currents, which worry that the country’s  destabilise Bosnia if it suits Great Croat
ferred to play a support role in most  own 25% Albanian minority will grow in  interests. n¢
cases, with the militias doing the killing. size, and demand autonomy or even Washington has offered to welcome pe
To understand the Serbian regime, secession. The mistreatment of some Croatia into NATO, if Tudjman will al
you have to analyse this combination of 2 refugees reflects the growing climate of  control the Croatian separatists of b
legal face, and a rotten, thugish interior.  hysteria. western Bosnia, and surrender the in
There is a very similar dynamic in Macedonia was the poorest republic ~ numerous war criminals at the head of
Croatia, where the extreme-right HVO  of the old Yugoslav federation (though  the Croatian army to the International St
militia has been much more integrated  richer than Kosovo), and suffers econo- ~ Permanent War Crimes Tribunal in The B
into the regular armed forces. mic discrimination from its southern = Hague. ot
There are many small liberal and  neighbour, Greece. Macedonian leaders The United States persuaded ar
social democratic parties, particularly ~ have struggled to retain good relations Tudjman’s HDZ party to dissolve the m
outside Belgrade, and in Vojvodina, the ~ with Serbia, and are reluctant to allow Bosnian Croat statelet of Herceg-Bosna de
most multicultural and multi-ethnic ~ NATO troops to use their country as a  into the current Croato-Muslim federa- th
region of Yugoslavia. Most of these have  base for anti-Yugoslay interventions. All  tion. But Bosnian Croat leaders are again ak
recently formed a Coalition of  signs of weakness in Macedonia are  demanding a “Croat entity” in the Mostar
Democratic Parties (SDP), which  seized and exploited by nationalist  region, which reinforces the dynamic he
proposes regionalism and decentralisa-  currents in neighbouring Bulgaria, which  towards the partition of Bosnia. pi
tion, anti-war and anti-nationalist  have never recognised the Macedonian In the Serbian-held part of Bosnia, ¢
demands, and a “fast and fair privatisa-  language as more than a dialect of their  the Radical Party of Seselj is promoting a E
tion process.” own, and would like to dominate or  very similar dynamic. In the most recent di
In Montenegro, local ex-Communist  annex the 1.5 million Slav Macedonians elections across Bosnia, “international” re
leaders want their little republic to keep  into Bulgaria. (ie multi-ethnic and anti-nationalist)
most of its tourism earnings, and greater Albania itself is fast-becoming a key ~ candidates were physically attacked by tis
control of Yugoslavia’s only sea port. ~ NATO base. Humanitarian organisations both Croatian and Serbian nationalists. le
Growing separatist sympathies (until the  are already protesting that troops are The only good news to come out of ar
NATO air strikes) reflected a similar  using them as camouflage, thus reducing ~ Bosnia recently was the reunification of X
dynamic as in Croatia and Slovenia, the  their capacity to aid the civilian and  the various social democratic organisa- th
richest republics of former Yugoslavia. refugee populations. Extreme poverty  tions. Though their programme offers p
Serbia also has a multitude of NGOs  and the influx of huge numbers of depor- little to comfort progressive voters. e’
and civic associations, including the  tees from Kosovo has encouraged Mafia- : b
Women in Black and other peace groups,  style behaviour of all kinds * So what are the solutions to this ur
SOS Battered Women, independent trade Corruption and power struggles since crisis? A
unions, and a range of sympathetic and  the collapse of the Stalinist regime have It is impossible to present any kind of €)
leftist intellectuals. These groups are  repeatedly provoked violence and insur- coherent and progressive “solution” at €}
small and weak. But given the weakness  rection in Albania. The Kosovo Libe-  the moment. Every day brings fresh evi- Y
of similar groups in “democratic” coun-  ration Army (UCK) has profited from  dence of an uncontrolled dynamic which th
tries like Germany and the United States,  this confusion to build a number of bases  is degrading the conditions for prog- id
we should recognise the real difficulties  in northern Albania (and in the Albanian- ressive struggles.
that progressive Serbians face. Internatio- ~ dominated north-west of Macedonia). So we should busy ourselves with the p:
nal contacts and support for these Bosnia-Herzegovina is again on the  urgent solidarity tasks, and maintain our b
initiatives is very important. edge of an explosion. The United States  critical spirit in the face of all proposals ur
are trying to strengthen the Croatian  for “action” which actually make the b
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disaster worse. And, at the back of our
minds, we should continue working on a
number of long-term questions which are
essential to a solution to the whole
Yugoslav crisis.

The Berlin wall has been replaced by
new walls of capital and wealth. The
peoples of Eastern Europe deserve an
alternative to NATO's realpolmk of
balancing the various nationalist regimes
in the illusive search for stability.

The European Union has used its
Schengen border agreement to keep
Balkan refugees and conscientous
objectors out. In the long term, we need
another Europe, with a different econo-
mic logic. With individual and collective
democracy. Recognising the right of all
the peoples of the continent to decide
about their future.

But we should admit that we have
had only limited success in building the
progressive alternative even in the
“democratic” conditions of Western
Europe. We shouldn’t underestimate the
difficulties facing the emerging prog-
ressive currents in the Balkans.

We shouldn’t reduce all the compe-
ting claims in the Balkans to the same
level. There are dominant nations here,
and dominated ones. But they are
possibly more intermingled in this part of
the world, where each minority contains
pockets of other groups, which are
exploited in turn.

Taking the perspective of the
underdog means looking through Kosovo
Albanian eyes in Serbia, through Serbian
eyes in Croatia, through Bosnian Muslim
eyes in Bosnia, and in all parts of former
Yugoslavia to look through the eyes of
those ‘cosmopolitans’ who claim an
identity of mixture and intermingling.

We should encourage the existing,
painful process of building small links
between civic, anti-nationalist, trade
union and feminist groups across the new
borders. Because no “political solution”
can be imposed from outside or from
above.

And the most urgent task are clear:
the Kosovars have the right to defend
themselves, and we should organise
material and political support for the
refugees and the deserters. It is already
obvious that NATO bombing is not
assuring the defence of the lives and
liberties of the Kosovo Albanians, and
that the Serbian people, rather than the
Milosevic regime, are suffering the
effects of NATO aggression. The
bombing must be stopped. The way to
save lives and reopen a political space
where Milosevic can be challenged, and
the crimes of Kosovo exposed will come
through a process of return of the
deportees, with a multi-national presence
that excludes NATO. %

& longer version of this article will appear in the next
sssue of the French theoretical magazine Critigue
communiste

Inside Yugoslavia

A f Deeply disturbed by NATO
destruction and the ordeal of
Kosovo Albanians, we, the rep-

. resentatives of nongovernmental

. organisations and the Nezavisnost

(‘Independence’) trade union

: strongly demand that those respon-

i sible for this tragedy should imme-

. diately create ground for the

: renewal of the peace process.

The most powerful military,
political and economic powers of
the world are killing people and
destroying not only military but
also civilian objects, blowing up
bridges and rail tracks, factories and
heating plants, warehouses and
water supplies...

At the same time, in fear of the
bombing campaign and military
actions by the regime and the KLA,
hundreds of thousands of Kosovo
Albanians are, in an unprecedented
iexodus, forced to leave their
i devastated homes and look for
salvation in the tragedy and
uncertainty of fleeing.

It is obvious that this is a road to
catastrophe, and the peaceful and
- fair solution to the Kosovo problem
through international mediation,
something we have supported for
years, today seems more distant
i than ever.

. The past activities of our orga-

- nisations in the field of

i democratisation, development of a

icivil society and acceptance of

Yugoslavia into all international

institutions have been under cons-

tant pressure and intimidation by
the Serbian regime.

We, as members of civil society
associations have courageously and
rationally fought against war and
nationalistic propaganda and in
support of human rights.

We have always raised our voices
against the repression against
Kosovo Albanians and demanded
the respect of their liberties and
guarantees for their rights. We
have also requested the return of
the autonomy of Kosovo.

In fact, the only connection and
i cooperation of Serbs and Albanians
iduring all these years has been
preserved among civil society
institutions like ours.

NATO military intervention has
undermined all the results we have
achieved, and endangered the very
survival of the civil sector in Serbia.

Faced with this tragic situation,
and in the name of humanist ideals

Progressive Serbs call for peace

and values, as well as in accordance |
with all our past activities, we are
demanding:

* an immediate stop to the
bombing campaign and all
armed movements;
* resumption of the peace
process with international
mediation at the regional Balkan
and European level, as well as in
the framework of the United
Nations; ;
* the European Union and Russia
should share responsibility for :
implementing a peaceful
solution of the crisis;
* an end to the ethnic cleansing
process and the immediate
return of all refugees;
* support for the citizens of
Montenegro, to preserve peace
and stability there, solve the
serious consequences of the
refugee catastrophe, and resume
the democratic processes that
were underway there;
* we demand that the Serbian
and international media inform
the public in a professional
manner and not spur media war,
incite interethnic hatred, create
irrational public opinion and
glorify force as the ultimate
accomplishment of the human
mind.

We cannot meet these demand
by ourselves. Support our demand
and take initiatives and actions t
help their implementation! *
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This * Appea! of Serbian non-governmental organisa-
tions” began to circulate on April 6. Supporters include:  ©
Association of Citizens for Democracy, Social Justice and ©
Support to Trade Unions = * Belgrade Circle » Centre for
Democracy and Free  Centre for Transition o §
Democracy-ToD » Civic Initiatives » European Movement
in Serbia * Forum for Ethnic Relations, and Foundation ©
for Peace and Crisis Ma ment » Group 484 « Helsinki
Committee for Humann"?1 s in Serbia ¢ Student Union
of Serbia  Union for Truth about Antifascist Resistance «
Nezavisnost (“Independence™) United Branch Trade
Unions * VIN-Weekly Video News » Women in Black » Yu
rs Committee for Human Rights « EKO Centar »
ARGUMENT Agency
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