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Foreword 

Eight-year-old NgHyen Thi Man w~s playing in a 
courtyard when she heard plane~ coming. She startc~ 
running tow:i.rd a shc'lt<'l', but it was too late. Anti
personnel bombs cxplOlkd everywhere in th~ llamlet. 
Tile little girl collo.psccl. Wlwn people came to pick hrr up 
they found numerous wounds in bcr limbs, forehead 
and belly, causctl by steel pellets. It was II. 45 a.m. 
on Augnst 23, 1967, in an out-of-the-way village of 
North Vietnam-whose name we shall not mention for 
it may attract more mids on the village. 

In that remote corner of an "under-developed" 
country, whC'rc could competent personnel and ade
quate equipment be found for first aid, treatment of 
sllock and subsequent surgical intervention? 

Nguyen Thi Man had her wounds quickly dressed 
by a village nurse who gave her an injection of 
camphor. The h;wmorrhagcs once stopped, she was 
taken lo n . l ' . . . . le u1stnct hospttal wbere a perfusion of 
serum and NT . . . sl 

1 
< • 9 (a Vietnamese preparation agamst 

n'°C<). Was made. At 6 p.m. she was operated upon by 
ic cltstrict 

\Vou d . surgeon. Ile smoothed the edges of t he 
11 in he f l r ore lead, removed the splinter s tuck 

' 
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in thf' brain<:., performed hemo tasia then cl"'"-...1 h • V:>nJ tilt 
' . • t' t' be opt: rated on the belly and sutur 

-ht: mte:-tmal perforations. ed 

f rtm ht later, the chtld was allowed to leaw 
hosp tal. 

B~ what miracle had it been poc.c;1ble to find in a 

re:n e part of the countryside that nur e able to gi • \e 
aoequa first aid and that surgt0n and that surgical 
m • latton capable of savmg the hf,, of the cluld? 

Th article<> in hie; issue will tc II tbt reader the 

r: a-.on for tbd.t " miracle ". 

r ' /Ila I ' Stwlzes 

HA \I NGOC THACH 
or P ttr f Htatth 

·'J If > 

Wbat is to be done * ? 

The Health Service 
of the O.R.V. 

in face of Wartime Tasks 

The air and naval ..;ression 

of the U.S.A. agamst the D.R.V., started with be 
r:wh of August 5, r />-t, has Leen mtens1fI d smce 
February 1965 to bewm ' a war of de-.truct1on on 
large ~cak. :\cconlmti to cl report by )le. ·am,ua to the 
C'. . Congress, the U .~. ,11r force m the f1r-,,t .,Lx month" 
of 19f>7 ha.., effrcti>cl on an average 13,000 sort1lS per 
month ag.unst . orth V 1 tnam, which ha,, I 7 mill!on 
tnhdb1tants and an an a of 160,000 -,q. km .. In m uiy 
provmu:-;, t:,pcually tho-.c lymg between the 17th .uid 
21 t J>4r..ll!el..,, all popul,1.tt-d areas of -,omc import .nee 
ha~ l~t·n ,,ubj1.:ckd to n·pt::ate<l ma ... s1ve air bomb 
fullowcd, in the ((H t.!l .tre,h, by pounchn" bv !!Un" at 
tht 7th l•kl't. The \\Oun<b lau-;ed by L'.~: we.\pon-. 
"re often c;~ uou-; on("» .t-, the:.e W('apon.., are \ n.· 
po'4uful (hom!J", rockets) or h.1.w p<1rt1 ti rl · 

flnful 1 fft<:ts (n.tp:J.lm, pho phoru ). lt hou! I • 
O!t1l th l th \ 

1 
• • m1.:nc.rns h·1 Vl' b1 l n u nig n ,\ l 1r e 

~t 'i t-d·tl\:llc t bomb-,, wluch l ·~ tt' h1111..1 m h.l 
•nu u [l· 1 J ou~ 1t to unprnv . .\ mot he r-t mb, or 

bh adv ar1> u11r11. Fd . 

. ~----..... :.-.. ... ____ _ 
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~ 
containe r ( r ) re· leases about 300 bornbl<'ts h 

. 'cac of\ h" 
contains 300 <;ted pellets : it is a real sh v 1ch 
. · 1 1 f owcr of p 1ect1 cs, an< t<'ns o pellets at a time pcnetr- t . ro. 
· · ' I I l · a c into th v1ct1ms organs, o owing complex cour. e 

have IH cn found lodged in the OJ) tic chiasses. Pellets 
. ma: othe 

passing through the adbominal wall ti rs, 
. . ' 1en the 

diaphragm, perforate at the same time the 1· t t ' . , n cs mes 
th<' hvc:r an<l the lungs. I hue;, the Vietnamese medic i 
corps has of ten t~ <le al with compl<·x wounds a:d 
sev<. rely shocked victims. The problem is all the more 
serious as th< planes can attack any village on our 
ttrntory. Thi:-. would require an omniprc·scnt medical 
corps capable.: of giving first aid, surgical kams which 
can int< rvcne vc·ry rapirlly, ;end an orgamntion to give 
propc·r care to the woun<lc<l affrr tlH·y have been 
operated on. Evrn a highly incluslnalizcd country, 
with a well-staffed medical corps and modern means 
of tran~portation, would find this no casy task. How 
has the; D.R.V., still little industrializc:d, managed to 
ovncomc all medical difficulties in this war? Let us 
examine, for c·xample, the problem of the transpor
tation of the wound<'<l. Even in pea< e timc, this was 
no easy ta .k. l ntil r964, a ll major . urgical operations 
bad to IJ< <lon(' in provincial hospitals, at the provi~cial 
capitals (un<l<.:r the colonia l n·gime, c;uch operations 
wen <lone only in IJano1) and a j ourney o f <'Ven a score 
of mil<'s created difficult practical problems . . 

After June i9f)5, the U.S. a ir force systematically 
attack< d the n etwork of principal hospitals in North 

(I) Thr American designation is C.B.U. (Cluster Bof!'.lb 
Unit) Ld .. 

9 
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f 
nother provincial hospitals were 

one a ter a , 
\fietoafll· as well ac; nu merous cure CC'ntres: leprosa-

destroyed, · . ld people's rest homes, etc. (see 
atonums, o , S 

riurns, san , r crimes in this issue). 1 he U. . com-
lJ s wet ' • 1 v· t article on .. · clear: to deprive the Nort l 1c -

' . tc;nt10n was ' . 
rnand s m t and population of medical means, 

ombatan s t 
namese c. , to the threat of destruction of proper Y 
thus adchng 

1 
.. g factor: the loss of a ll hope when 

th dcmora izin ' th ano er 
1 

It hould never be forgotten that e 
is woundcc . s . . d h k' 

one . of '\orth Vietnam is primarily a1mr at s a mg 
bombing l -t. 's morale in order to force them to 
the popu a ion . ' . d 

't 1 tc· thus sparing the Amencans a long an cap1 u a ., · -
costly land war. 

It was not without reason that U.S. pbnes repeatedly 
attacked the hig leprosarium at Quynh Lap (2600 
patients). '1 housands of lepers, who could no ~onger get 
medical trratmcnt ancl had to return to their v illages 
exhibiting thr ir infirmities and telling about the 
apocalyptic moments they had lived through, would 
become a terrible burden for their fam ilies and 
would no doubt constitute a not insignificant demo
ralizing factor. This indeed was in the Pentagon 

strategists' calculation. 

As a result of U.S. aggression, the D.R.V. has thus 
lost all mc·rlical establishments of any importance : 
those which have not been destroyed have h ad to be 
~v~cuatecl. Evc:n small district hospitals and village 
infirmaries, a.lso called medico-sanitary stations, 
wherever they are visible from the air with their tiled 
roofs and well-aligned buildinas among the trees , 
attrac t U.S. bombs. o 



IO V 
----------------.....:...:ietnamese S 

~ 
What is to be done in those conditions? How to 

on a seriously wounded victim without mode operate 
·cal · t · h l rn s11r g1 equ1pmen . wit out e ectricity? Where to fi · 

all the surgeons needed ? nd 

To care for wounded people is not the only task. 
day-to-day medical service has to be carried on, th~ 
sick must be given treatment and the fight must be 
continued against social diseases, epidemics and en
demics which can reappear at any moment in a tropical 
country. It must also be foreseen that the enemy, who 
has not hesitated to use on a large scale toxic chemi
cals and gases in South Vietnam, will not refrain 
from any crime. The Vietnamese medical corps must 
be prepared to cope with chemical and bacteriological 
warfare. 

We also have to think of the future. Once peace is 
restored, the medical corps in a victorious, reunified 
Vietnam will have to liquidate the aftermath of war: 
infirmities, mutilations, deficiency diseases, neuro
psychiatric troubles. Particularly the children, who 
have much suffered during the war, must be given 

· ormal competent and devoted care to ensure their n 
· ·11 be physical and psychological growth. And there WI . 

d. l · f soc~~ me 1ca problems posed by the construct10n o . 
ism, especially the industrialization of the countrY_' 
V . t d. . condl· ie namese me icme must even now prepare 
t . ·miJate ions required for a continuous advance, assi 

·but· the progress made by world medicine, while contn d 
· f orl mg, _through its own efforts, to the progress o w 
medical science. 

II 
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blems faced by Vietnamese 
h great pro d h 

Such are t e hich the population an t e 
oblems w f t 1 rnedicine, pr to solve under a deluge o s ee 

d. 1 corps have me 1ca 
and fire. 

·present medical corps. An omni 

Through the trials of war, 
. I i· applied since 1955 has forcefully the med1ca po icy d 

d . t correctness The effort concentrate on prove I s · . · 
building a medico-sanitary network covermg the en~ire 
country has brought fruitful results. The m~d1co
sanitary structures have not had to be ra~1~ally 
changed but simply improved, adapted to war conditions. 

The network of health services established during 
the ten years of peace and developed particularly 
during the 196r-r965 plan has extended down to the 
cooperative farms in villages and hamlets (1) and made 
it possible, as early as August 5, 1964, to cope with 
U.S. air attacks. The wounded were given treatment on 
the spot and the more serious cases were taken to 
hospital after receiving first aid. The medical network 
0

.f cooperative farms and villages, tested in the reali-
ties of w · · f · .d ar, proved efficient not only for givmg irst 
~l but also for epidemic prevention. So, it had to be 
eve[oped d . 

by r . an improved by training more cadres and 
req ~newing and adapting its equipment to the new 

Utrement 0 5
· nly the consolidation and development 

:-:----_ 
( t) A. Villaae . 

0 comprises 5 or 6 hamlets on an average. Ed. 
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of this network has made it possible, on the one h 
to give on-the-spot treatment to the wounded~nd 
essential condition for efficacious first aid- to an 

' care 
for patients without having to move them about . , as 
all travel would be dangerous m case of intensified 
air war, to look after pregnant women, to deliver 
them in their o:vn villages; on the other hand, to keep 
an eye on hygiene work, such as double septic tanks 
to solve the problem of human faeces, source of so 
many epidemics of intestinal origin, and wells to 
provide drinking water ; to make mass vaccinations 
against cholera, typhoid fever, small pox, infantile 
poliomyelitis, tuberculosis. This rural medical network 
takes on even more importance as a result of the 
exodus of the urban populations on account of enemy 
air attacks. The prompt evacuation, within a single 
night, of Donghoi city, near the 17th parallel, on 
February IO, 1965, savecl many human lives, for the 
U. '. air pirates razed the city to the ground on the 
very next day. 

'1 he <kv lopment of the vilbtge mrdical netw9rk 
has led to the development ancl consolidation of th.e 
district medical network, the district being an adtnl· 
nistrativc unit imm<'diat<'ly above the village. Before 
U .: . aggrc<;sion started, the <listrict was already the 
prophyl LCtic and therapeutic unit wb ich di reeled b~-

. . . Tl ·s unit g1<:111c an<l medical work m the villages. 11 r 
compri•w<l a hygien dispensary directing the popiila 

11' g the 
hygiene mov ·ment in the ountrysid contro in . 

. . ' 1· .· L detect· yearly vaccination plan for the whol c 1slu ' 
fog epidemics and dir cting the fight against tbetrli 

13 
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fM . . . 
. . chools large collectivities 

h giene in s , 
]{iug after Y . . the district· a dispensary for 

\oo tion sites m ' d ' t 
d construe th rs and children, which tree s 

an t' of mo e · l 
tbe prote.c ion . h ntrol. a dispensary for socia 

Ja on birt co . . t 
Propagan . . the fight against tuberculosis, ra-

d1rectmg · d d"ffi lt diseases, . A so-bed hospital receive i cu 
d rnalana. b 

choma an . 1 s well as medical treatment, u t 
for surg1ca. a . 

cases d. t . t- until early r964, operations were 
. inany is nc :::i, h . t l 10 d b surgeons from the provincial ospi a ,. 
perf orme Y I 6 t 

f 
districts had their own surgeons. n rg 4, grea 

as ew . · h 
efforts were made to provide districts wit surgeon~,. 
but not enough surgeons could be found for this. 
purpose. To stress the will of the Party and govern
ment to continue the socialist development of the 
country while fighting against U.S. imperialism, great 
efforts were made to improve prophylactic and thera
peutic work. It became particularly urgent to provide 
dis~rict hospitals with emergency surgical services,. 
which would efficiently direct first-aid care given to 
the wound d · · 11 .e m v1 ages and perform surgical operations 
~t the district hospitals themselves so as to avoid 
iavmg to t . . . ' 
lh . . .ransport patients m difficult conditions to 

e p1ov1nc1al ho . t l A 
had to b spi a· t the same time, an effort 

e made to equip th d' t . . . to incet the . . e is net with laboratones. 
Cpidctniol . mcreasrng needs of the clinical hygiene 

ogtc Work d . , ,. 
en tny clte . an of the fight against eventua l 
u1 't in1cal and b" 1 . 1 11 . tnust tl , . io ogtca warfare . The distri t 
against 1 1 fore become · · 
ti. lhe cne a pivot 111 the strug ' ' 

11n1:; l n1y on the d' 1 ' 
cr11 · s 101.1 ld be d . me ica field and v ry-
, c tcs a d · one to . · d · '. · 

Proven ·,n material in p:ovi e it w1tl a 1 quat ~ 
1ent of tl eans. 1he developm nt a -d .-

l e abil it· f c 11 1m -
1es o the distri t r11u t b the 
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~ 
cr~terion of efficient direction by th 
health service. Cities and provincial t e provincial 

. ow~ b 
been evacuated m consequence of e aving 

. . nemy bornb· 
the consohdauon of the d1stnct network b ing 
main task ~f the provincial health service eTcha~e the 

. IS t k 
must be the foremost preoccupation of health 1 ~ · 

dr . t· I ·11 eadmg ca es m war 1me. t w1 solve not only pr esent, but 
also future problems, when after victory the . . . entire 
country ~ill f~ce quest10ns posed by industrialization 
and the mtens1ve development of agriculture. 

The provincial medical network, with its dispensaries 
for hygiene work and fight against epidemics, its dispen
saries for the fight against malaria, trachoma, leprosy, 
for the protection of mothers and children, its central 
hospital with various medico-surgical departments, had 
to strengthen the district network by training cadres, 
providmg direct aid for difficult cases, periodically 
inspecting medical work in the district. When the first 
bombing raids took place, surgeons and physicians from 
the provincial hospitals had to go to the bombed 
villages to help the district surgical services and 1e~rn 
from their experiences. At the same time, the provJD· 
cial hospitals had to complete their equipment ~or 
skull and thorax surgery. Likewise, the provincia: 
dispc:nsarics had to help strengthen the network 

0 

dist1 ict c11spensarics. As the district service graduailY 
r , 1· c; 1 i· t J · · b1· Ii ties, a '·11 s me< 1co-surgical and cpidcmiolog1c a . I 
thi· provincial sc:rviccs incrca<>ingly engaged in me.di.ca, 
r<" "'ff( 11 , 1 · · · I t1·a1ll111g · ' an( m 1mprovrng c:xisting cadres anc 
new on ·s. 

15 
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edical network had the task of ass1st-
evtra rn . . . f d Tbe c. . 

1 
ganizations m the trammg o ca res, 

-~ra M . . 
jng pro\_ 1 . 

11 
controlling thelf work. 1 he research 

and penodicad r rge hospitals had to find the quickest 
·tutes an a d h inst1 tical solutions to problems pose by t e 

and 01ost prac 

war. . and planned decentralizatt"on, such is the 
proaressi<Je . 
. . 

1 
haracteristic of the health service of the 

pnncipa c · · h h d t b 
D.R.V. Already begun i~ peace ti~e, it as a o. e 

! ted to cope with war-time tasks. Medico-
acce era . . . 

· al and prophylactic orgamzat10ns placed directly surg1c . . . . . 
under the Health l\Iimstry assist provmcial orgamza-
tions, which in turn help district organir.ations, 
the latter having to strengthen the base network 
made up of infirmaries and dispensaries in villages 
and cooperative farms. This decentralization has had 
to be effected at all levels to meet the new 
urgent needs of defence through the improvement 
and training of cadres, the control of their work, 
and technical and material assistance. At the 
sam t. .e 1me, an overall plan for the supply of new 
equipment and the improvement of the old one has 
been carri d t Th e ou . e local budgets have to pay for all 
expenses · enf occas10ned by the rapid development of the 

ire network of provinces and cities. 

* 

. At the same t' 
Rive the . ime as decentralization was effect d to 

provmces . maximum autonomy, the h a lth 
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1 ie.tna1H 
c~ ') 

I ~ervi. c· were evacuated from the to, 
.d H . l . vns to th tr~~::-1_ e. osp1ta s ~nd d~s~t'nsari s had to be d'e coun. 

and unnouftag d, hkc m1htarv obJ'ectiv 'f . ispersect 
· s. his d' sal naturally led to new difficulties in act . . isper. 

d . . l . l c m1n1strat· an orgamzation, w 11c l had to be ovcrc ion 
ome. It nece ·arv to return to the simplest cor1dt't· 'Was 

. · . . . ions of h 
p1tal orgamz hon, without givinn up c t· os. 

. . o on tnuou effort to rar the level of our medicine Fron s 
. · 1 among the complex t chn1qucs of mod rn medicine w h 

. ' e ad to choose tho e which are the most efficacious and 
at the same time the simplest. Regarding treatment, 
we had to do ly combine intra-hospital organiza. 
tion and extra-hospital organization, which must 
complete each other. With respect to epidemiologic 
and sanitary work, the dispensaries had to make 
on-the- pot examinations, collect pathological products 
and sometimes practise certain difficult techniques. 

On th other hand, the implantation of provincial 
medical services in the villages has raised the 
medical level of the district and the village, by 
bringing in new means, equipment and cadres. Dis· 
persal has certainly created many difficulties for 

d . . 'bl for them to mo ern services, but has made it poss1 e .. 
. tiv1ht>S, fulhl new tasks, expand the scope of their ac 

1 
associate clinical medicine in hospitals with on-the-~:r~. 
practical medicine, unify intra-hospital and e:xfve 
hospital medicine, therapeutic medicine and pr~ven ~nd 
medicine, theoretical studies with actual practice. the 
the physician is no longer one for the patient or tic, 
d lS(·asP, but for man in all his complexity - soma 
psychic, ecologic, familial, social and economic. 

--~-------1 
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N w problems, e . 
original solutions. 

En('my bombing being 
aly1,ing the economic life of the country 

· ed at par, · a·1 d 
aun 1 truction of roads factones, t ws <1.11 · h the (es ' 
throug . t 11 ·s consequently to limit the damage as 
d - om as c 
am,, 'ble Countless work sites have been set nuch as poss1 . . f 1 

l t tl1c country for the rE·paration o u tbroug iou · . 
p I . a·,s and bridges or the construct10n of new damagec r o u ' 

I-Iundrcds of thousands of young people have 
ones. · Wh 
been mobilized for work at these sites. at :-vas 
necessary was not merely to improvise a mcclrcal 
service for these thousands of work sites, but to 
organize a new one which could very quickly meet the 
new needs. Herc also, the medical organization of the 
villag~ and the district has made it possible, with the 
addition of more cadres and equipment, to fulfil the 
new tasks. With the subsequent creation of a health 
service at the Ministry of l<.oads and Communication 
and the improvement of that medical network, real 
preventive and curative medicine could be practised at 
the work sites. Where there was only one :i;oad, there 
arc now several. Where there was one bridge, there arc 
now two r th 

o. ree. In two years of war, the network of llleans of . . 
at commumcat10n of the D.R.V. has developed 
a feanhextraordinary pace. Prnvinces which had only 

W Hndr cl k'l 
th e ·1 ometres of practicable roads now have ousand l . l 
giganti w llc 1 arc usable by heavy vehicles. Th;s 

c work requ1·. b·1· . f 'd bl Power a d res mo 1 1zatron o cons1 era e rnan-
tion of~ consequently, mobilization and reorganiza

e health services to carry out the new tasks. 
kv.s. 

I 
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To main ain and develop industrial d . 
. pro Uctio 

was necessary to dt perse the factories 0 n,it 
. . . ur Work 

and engrneers ha\·e hown mcomparable in . ers 
· · · d · · genu1ty in mam amma an ra1smg production. With the . 

. creation 
and development of local mdustries in accordance . 
th P , d. t· With 

e arty - rrec ives, many local needs could be m 
d "-h d"ffi l · l · et, an t e 1 cu ties re u tmg from the destruction of 

certain central heavy industries could be overco me. 
The ~mistry of Heavy Industry and the Ministry of 
Light Indu-try have set up within a short time a ·me· 
dical network servi11g the worker wherever he mav be - ' and nurseries and kindergartens of factories eYacuated 
to the countryside. Here again, the provincial medical 
organizations have done great service during the first 
stages of reorganization, by supplying cadres, equip· 
ment and medicines. 

Following its military defeats in South Vietnam and 
the failure of its war of destruction against \'or'.h 
~ietnam, the U.S.A. now attacks dykes an<l dam; in 

an attempt to flood important agricultural area;'. 
starve and drown millions of people, destroy hundre _, 

~ r· • ame,e of thousands of habitations kill cattle. The ' iecn . ·t 
' atn' peQple have an age-old tradition of struggle ag . 

rep re 
fiood: each hectare of land saved for culture tef· 

t · 1 · 1-t wa sen s centunes of efforts in the strugg e agan :o. arll" 
Th U S . . . k art1cuL . e . . air pirate~ direct their attac 3 P 

11
,1b 

. . . . and i o agamst provmces with a dense population 
001 · 1 · ·talHa nee pro uctlon. The dyke IJrotectin 11 the capt 1· d~ o h ra 

has been bombed twice. Early rn 1967, t e ver 
be . h ·r nu111 came much more frequent and in April, t ei lilt 
was three t imes gr(;ater than in April 1966· 

19 
lt1h1_~Se:r:v1~·ie~·~··~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ T/lt Hea --- op le with their age-old experience and . toamese pe ' 

\ ie. means at their disposal, successfully strug-
bav1ng new h Th · t the destructions caused by t e enemy. e 
ole agams .b d . h th 
" b grapher Gourou descn e m t ese terms e Frenc geo 

1 d Cape after one of those floods so frequent under delta an s . . 
1 nl.al reaime · "This country ... looked hke desert the coo ti · . . . 

dunes where, besides the half-rumed villages, nothing 
denoted the secular labour of man. Lanes, streams, 
hollows, everything was levelled : over vast desolate 
spaces, not a blade of grass, not a tomb, not a sign 
of life." ("The Peasants of the Tonkin Delta" p. 86). 
This is the kind of catastrophe that Washington wants 
to provoke. In face of the enemy's will of destruction, 
hundreds of thousands of men and women are standing 
by with their tools and equipment, ready at any 
time, day and night, to fill up the least gap dug by 
U.S. bombs. And to serve these hundreds of thousands 
of.laborers, thousands of health cadres from farm cooper
atives and villages have been mobilized. The district 
hospitals a d . 

re rea y at any time to ru h personnel 
towards th b . 

e ombed dykes to give help, even to 
perform surg· 1 · 
of th . ica operations. The medical organization 

e village a id f th . . 
ba ic . 1 o e cooperative constitutes the 
distri·cotrganization, which is assisted bv tho e of the 

and t'ne -province. 

* 

l'o 
d Illeet the . 
eveloprne t imme1re need r sultincr from t he 

0
ne hand nt ?f the health sen ices, w had on the 

' o mere th . ' 
ase e production of medic ine~ and 

t 
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----:.!ltd,ics 

C'quipmcnt, and on the other hand, rely on aid f 
l · n r l rom lhc ::-0eia l ' ountnes. vv e a so bad. in accordanc . 

d . · d. e W1t]i 
~OYt:rnm(nt irechve , to isperse the factories 
.. Hed by the Health ~Iinistry, enlarge local fact c?n-

. · ones 
and bmld new one:-:.. The use of m edical material ' 
tra .. ~:on.al medicine made it possible to popularize a:~ 
den le p the manufac ture of new medicines in the pro
' .:ice5. .=ome .-illages have become self-sufficient in 

::: n.-1;:,.~ med:.cincs through local production. With 
-"tu:;. ho;:-ough decentralization, medical needs could be 
me· e·en m case of massive bombing and interruption 
of 3.lI communications. :Many provinces, with the assis
tance of local engineering shops and workers, have 
turned remains of downed U.S. planes into tools used 
in minor surgery, gynecology, ophthalmology and oto
rhino-laryngology. 

The swift development of the medical network 
:-equi.res new efforts in the distribution of medicines and 
equipment. In comparison with the distribution of 
.equ1pme:nt, that of medicines is less tightly planne.d, 
so as to allow a simpler regulation. Planning and ~~~ 

n mti.on must also sab sf y the requirements of 
1 mo.,t heavily l>ombed Joca lit1 c<; which need particular Y 

, . f )!°O· 
1 r '' o<. kc; of medic ines. Deccntralizat10n ° l , 

· a in on~ due inu hac; n ·c;u lt <<l in better coorclinatwn < . 

. "JJ · r('S uOI~ J>tov nucil <l1!>tnbut1on -,c1 vices. Many VJ ,ig · 0 , I ,.1..,·111 t 11 
Vi taw1r '>Wn !'.tor k'> of m<•dJ< Jn< s. t H' p< ' · ' to 

1 t .1 · 11 n<Y• 1011'-' r l' t{j lll dH· n l<mf', !)ff<'n JH rJ Oil'> , JOI . 10 

I di 1g< ' l b ;; •n11)1< JUJ , awl 1 lir h 1 a lt Ii offH 1 1 ill f H' v ' . Jtl 

I t I I II I f ·1111 11111" · lltlt r '°'I wit I ( I I( II t II /)) hi ... JH (''ill 'tul 
I )Jo'lj>l 

J) UV t1Jl1Vlfl ' • wl d1 11 f 111 h, 111 .,1ch·•, t I( ' 

• 

/tit Si•rvice .. · 
rJie I ica 

have been set up to l'rvc atuclrug-storcs 
I arrnacy, 

p '' . sick people. 
bulatoiy ·ncreasing needs for rndrcs .lt ' II . et tbc ever I 

10 rnc ssary to imprO\'C the qualification 
I. it was nece 

1 leve s, . d . d train new one· on a laq;c ·ca e . . t ng ca 1 es ~n 
of cx1s I ~~ we had one doctor for eYer_ r50, o 
While in I9JJ• ~ 

. . d 1 assistant-doctor for c ·ery o ,ooo m-
·nhab1tanb an l 1 . t ten years later, in 1965, we had one t octor 
bab1tan s, l 1 l ff' , ' . 8 7oo inhabitants and I i ca t 1 o 1ccr for every , . . . 

I 8-0 inhabitants Even \VJ.t h tlus effort , it for every , J c • 

would have been impossible to meet the needs of _the 
people's war, in face of the destruction of human lives 
caused by enemy bombing, had new views not been 
adopted on the training of cadres. As the base network 
was staffed with assistant - doctors, nurses, midwives, 
sanitary agents of villages and cooperatives, this per
sonnel had to be improved so as to be able to give 
first aid in case of serious shocks caused by bombing, 
adequately treat war wounds, immobilize fractures for 
transportation. The war needs should not result in 
ne I t' g ec mg the movement of general hygiene : problem 
~'.human faeces and drinking water; the fight against 
ies, mosquitoes r t · · · · h 1 t h . ' a s, mass vaccmat10ns agamst c o era, 
YP 01d fever tet p . , t , anus. reparations shoulJ also be made 
ocopewith cv t I b' l . . 

Weap . en ua io og1ca l war, or to detect chemical 
ons which ld b 

give t . cou e used by the enemy, and to 
icatment in . f · . . 

res0arcl . . case o po1sonmg. Ma1or hospitals and 
I 

1 institutes d . . . 
t 1arKe<l w·u . ~m er the Hcttlth Mm1stry are 
tn1·tl1cal c..,

1

1 ~ improvmg the quali(i at ions of i)rovincial 
ii( • n( les WI . . . 1Jtllre<I k 1 \O, 111 turn, will transmit their ncwly-
htkr, to .

110

1\: edge· lo cli ·trict lUt'clical adres an l tlic 
<\l tus of ' ll , 

Vt ag •s aud oop 'rativ s. 
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The w ar requires " • " g ren.tl · 
surgeons: the provin . l , y mcreased 
d' . cm. surge ' 11lltnb 

istnct; they them.;;C'lvc" "tt" Ions train thoo,, er of 
b ll · ·' " ~.nc ref· "" of y ano1 surcreons " ·1· . I es her cou. the 

0 · eacl1 s tses · 
cadres" U · l urgery t give . ' 11s s ogan has been t . o all rnca· n 
where, anct all ho ·pihl" l pu mto practice ica1 

l 1 
" ., iave been t ever 

sc 100 s of sur<ren· l\Ian . . . rans form d . Y· 

d 
"' J • < Y specialists · 1. e int 

iseascs, or even epicl . l m pee iatrics i11t o 

b 
em 10 ouy 0 . 1 • . ' ernal 

ccome surgeons speciali'st . "' r p 1tis1oloo-y 11 . ' s m aincstl . "' ave 
m ahon, a nd ophthalmo!ocri·-ts " ... 1etics and rean· h b s or otorh 1 i-
~ve. become practitioners of general s 11.~~ ~1ryngologists 

w1thm lL short time ·l .' mbe1y. And thu ' nca1 v all d t . s, 
provided with surgeons. . c is nets have been 

* 

~ut the war poses problems for the future as well 
as t 1e present time. The future means numerous sequels 
of war wounds, neuro-psychia tric lrou bl es to prevent 
or to cu £ tl · . re, or llS war of unprececlcntcd savagery 
agamst th · ·1· · · ,e c iv1 ian populat10n will certainly leave scars 
on peoples sou ls as well as bodies. vVe shall have to 
bandage the wounds of South Vietnam liberated after 
more than twenty years of war, the cruel and indes· 
cribable wounds inflicted by the most ferocious and 
savage enemy of a ll times: American imperialism. The 
future will also see the development of a bigbly 
scientific medicine. The training of new cadres at all 
levels must l.Je done at au accelerated pace. The deve
lopment of lal.Joratorics, that of the production aud 

If/I Service . . · ____ ~~ 

~--
. t. 

1 
of medicines have revealed a lack of equi-

. tnbu ior d15 . 
1 
etwcen the number of medical caclres, itself 

1·1 ri111n J 11 .. cricient and that of laboratory technicians and 
( JI \ll '\\ tll ' . . 

5 1 • ·y cadres. This state of thmgs should be changed. 
1tartn.1c . P . , l problems having pushed fundamental rcsear-

pract1c,1 ' into the background it is necessary to have more 
chcS I · t · th · · fi 

d O
f fundamcnta sciences o raise e soc.>nt i c 

ca res . . . 
1 

of our med1crne and tackle theoretical problems 
le~e d by the results of practice. As Hippocrates said, 
po,fet . all it is the treatrnc.>nt which reveals the nature 
11 a e1 c: , • 

of the disease. " 
In the field of medical research, Vietnam has defined 

its own line based on the concrete conditions of 
medical practice, and on its achievements. Tb<' 
legacy left in 1954 by 80 years of colonialism and 9 
years of war was appalling. Frightful hygiene condi
tions both in the counlrysicle and tho cities, epidemics 
common to all countries in the world such as measles, 
whooping cough, influenza, poliomyelitis, and epidemics 
particular to so-called uncler-clevelopccl countries, such 
as small pox, cholera, colibacillary diarrhoea, bacillary 
and amacbic dysentery, typhoicl aucl paratyphoid fever, 
not to mention endemic malaria, intestinal parasitosis, 
tuberculosis and venereal diseases: this picture in 
itself constituted a physical indictment of coloniza
tion. From a general mortality rak of 20 to 30 per 
thousand, within ten years the D.R.V. has gone clown 
to one of the lowest rates, 7 per thousand, thanks to 
an organization which extends into the villages, and 
also to the development of medical researches. These 



researches have a practical . . . . aim. ~o pr . 
mzation with arms which OV1de our 

. must be eff orga 
simple and not dangerous in ord t icacious b · 

. . ' er o all · ut 
w1thm a short time these acre- Id ~ ow rt to defe 
bl 

c o scourge at 
ems of human faoces and of d · k . s. The pr 

nn mg water · 0
· 

source of most infectious diseases f . . ' Principal 
h be 

o mtestinaI . 
ave en solved by the use of do bl . origin, 
h 

. . u e septic tank 
t e smkmg of wells everywhere 1·11 th s and , e country ·d 
well as the cities. Multiple or . d . si e as 

. . m1xe mtraderm· 
vaccmatrons on a large scale have mad 't . ic . . . e I possible to 
wipe out mfecbous diseases and eliminate ep'd · 

l em1cs 
The use of locally made Sabin-Chumakov vaccine h · 
t d i· as 

s oppe. po,10myelitis which had made ravages among 
the clnldren. Vaccination with killed B.C.G. and ambu
latory treatment with I.N.H., biogenous stimulins and 
Bacillus Subtnis have considerably lowered the morbi· 
dity and mortality rates of tuberculosis. Vietnamese 
surgery and surgical specialities have in certain fields 
their own techniques, such as non-bleeding hepatic resec· 
tions. The study of traditional medicine has also been 
made on modern bases and has brought many practical 

results. The war against the U.S. aggressors has posed 
new problems which had to be urgently solved. Shock 
resulting from war wounds in all forms has bad to 

'th the 
be promptly treated on a large scale, and wi . b 
most efficacious and simplest means. The same ~it! 

It1p e 
wounds on 5oft parts of the body, and open, rnu be 
or closed fractures. Practical solutions mugt also bY 

. . I war 
found against eventual biological and chem1ca 5 obieJll 
a barbarous and ruthless enemy. All these pr 

25 
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1 
ed by our physicians, as well as the pro-

to be so v . . . d d are ly of med1cmes m case roa s are cut an 
ble!Il of sukppd d We have not been taken by surprise 

t bloc a e · por s of this scope, as each hospital, each dis-
roblems . . 

by P art from their daily tasks, also bad their 
pensary, alp s These problems have been included in 

earch pan . 
res . 1 plans of all provinces, which had to be 
tbe reseat c 1 c • ·a d vitb theoretical and practical means for 
prOVI e \ 
solving them. 

A positive 
balance-sheet 

With a medical organization 
extending down to the villages and hamlets, with well
trained cadres, the D.R.V. has been able to overcome 
difficulties created by the war. By r965 and r966, all 
villages in the plain and 90 per cent of the villages in 
the mountainous regions had set up their own infir
maries. So per cent of these infirmaries have assistant 
doctors. Each village has on an average zo nurses 
and midwives and often a physisian practising traditio
nal medicine. First aid for the wounded is given in 
t~e village or the hamlet itself, with the assistance 
0 the district surgeon for difficult cases. Shock is treat
edf on the spot, thus avoiding the difficult problem 
o transp t · 
b b

. or ahon. In the provinces where frequent 
om lllgs k ou ma e such transportation particularly hazard-
s, surgeo . surg· 

1 
ns come to the villages to operate. Many 

tea ope t· ground ra. ions have thus been performed in under-
operatmg-rooms in villages, while enemy planes 
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i=:ill ~ oYerhead, and many human lives 
~ san•d. Except for a few mountain distn t ha~ 
- ----:~ h -')·. 1- nowba\·e th . . cs, au 
~. - -r-· ::. e1_r own surgical servic 

a ~ the· own SUn?eons. Recalling that as late as Ir/J ~ 
~.a:d~ all prra~ion- _had to be done in provinc~I 

::_ =~ls, one can real~ what pro<l1g10us efforts hare 
rri.::!.d- .. o tram surgeon- and provide the count!T 

:._ ~ neces,ary -uraical equipment. Thanks to an 

extt: """'·e network of base organizat10ns, to the devo
~r.:u. an cornpttence of our cadres, to efficacious thou"b 

0 

~?-:::: mi::thod- of treatment, in a war when the most 
::i....r _erous w1:apons have been profusely used by a 
fe!"OC!Olli enemy, the rate of mortality from war wounds 
is :iot h.J.gh. First of all, thanks to collect1 ve shelters, 
·~~vidual shdters, underground passages, the number 
of killed and wounded is rdatively low, over 90 per 
ce t of the victims having been killed or wounded 
when not in the shelters. The medical corps considers 
it a duty to take part in this civilian defence, to give 

i a strong 1mpi::tus, since prevention is a t the base of 
our medicine. Digging trrnclies, individual shelters, 
uwier cround pas ,ages, all that is for preventing t~e 
effects of air bomuing or shelling by artillery . While 
the ratio of wound<:> caused by light wC:apons was '27 

l I' 0reall per t:cnt m W<Jrld War II, 23 per cent in t 1e "- d 
war, in ~ ·orth Vi<-tnam, all wounds have been cause! 

ounc > 
y born ' , mck,..ts and ar tillery shells. The w d 

· afl cauYA f.,y th< ( w1,ap<m<> arc much more senous, 
t f tht 

often mult11'1<> W<Junds <Io not spare any par 0 

brJdy. Tho • cau ·d hy steel pellet IJom!Ji; arc often 

vt:-ry <.ompJ<·x. 

27 

" 

5erviCC··· ----
'" neol//I ~ f 
~ . k improves, the rate o 

our IIledical netwd odr has been considerably 
\ . t as h woun e . 

e '. rnona t e ·1 ttacked provmces, 
rtahtY a " most heav1 Ya 

;l)O d In one of the . 66 was 60 per cent lowoc 
'o\%eret~ of IIlortality tn r9h the rate of mortality 
rJe ra . . lower t an d 
;hao 1Il r965 : it is <led during the Korean war an 
~og _.\rnencans w~u~n Algeria. In one of the most 
freochrnen woun~e ·res this rate was 6 times lower 
frequently bombe c1 I . , 66 The network of first 

ths before, m 19 · . d 
than 6 mon f hock set up in cooperatives an 
·d d treatment o s . 

a1 an d to be very efficacious as it ensures 
.. 1nages has prove d d 
• t rational and simple treatment for the woun e 
m')S • h k t thods; 
within the very first mmutes, t an s 0 me 
which are continuously improved, thus a voiding loss of 
time and difficult transportation, requiring only 
poh·ethylene tubes for serum p erfusion. In the above

mentioned province, in 1965, the U.S. air pirates 

attacked 1,193 times in 699 places: the surgical team 

of '.he provincial hospital had to come r43 times to the 

ass15tance of district and village teams. In r966, the 

ene~y .attacked 2,757 times in IA33 places: the 
provincial · 
t surgical team had to intervene only sr 
tmes. In 1966 

by tl ' rg per cent of cases were operated on 
le provin · l · 

district t eta surgical team, and the rest by 
. cams F " t 'd v111agf's . · irs -a1 teams of cooperatives and 

in 1966 attc d d . 
Jll"·tsons as th . ,n to twice as many wound e d 
fl . c district d · . 
rgan1zat1on of an. provmcial teams. The base 

:~l(:h h•s show co?perabvcs, villages and distric t s 
" 11010 ,· n its effi · . ' 
tr g1c fight h c1ency m peace-t ime e1)ide-

ealtn. ' as also 1 
~nt of War w proven to be efficient in the 

ounds. Witl th · 1 1 base organization, 



th difficult and urgent problem of war-time trans , 
1 d T ,1 b·i· I,ort. ation has been so ve . o L 1e mo i 1ty of the encni 

in attending to his own wounded, we oppos on-th:. 

spot immediate treatmc.:nt, by our base organization. 
This bas organization makrs it possihle for us to face 

a long war: it is the expression of the people's war 
strategy in the medical field. Created through immense 

fforts during ten yc.:ars of peace, it has successfully 
tackled tlw new tasks imposecl by the U .. war of 
aggression. 

1hanks to this base organization, the D.R.V. has 
also been able to ward off epicl<'m1cs which could have 
had disastrous eff cts in war tim . The war of clestruc· 
tion hy air bombing, by killing men and c~We, 
d ·stroying wat r reservoirs anc1 sanitary works, is m 
itself th source of numerous epidemics. Biological and 
chemical warfar which th Americans have frenziedly 

' ilie prepared and arc beginning to carry out, tops 
long list of U ... crimes. We must be ready to cop~ 
with any eventuality. That is why the prophyJaxi 
problem has been given particular attention. 

1 given In 1965 and 1966, as a result of tlle impu se. es 
b P . . d. t . . ts v1llag y arty organs m provmces, towns, is nc ' b se 

f ur a and cooperatives, thanks to the cadres o 0 . eJl· 
organizations, our hygiene and epidemiology dispthe 
sanes, considerable work has been done to solve. I!l 
problems of human faeces and of drinking watei. tic 
t vo y ars, and particularly in 1966, more double ~e~eJl 
L nk ha been built and more wells sunk than 111 

1dth Sc~- k ' l 
~- . most heavily attar t 

The provinces - . ss cl th, oth r:-1 
f cace. even SUI pa. . l 

years o UPS. air pirates ha v~t. Th city of Han 1 ta, 
by t~e . recedented ffo . rntting an cml to tl~t 
in this unp l d this quest10n, I . of ht c .s in 

. ly so ve t r 1sporbt1on < 
definite nd unpl asant nu . . tion was nrriccl 
dang('rous a ancl 1906, va ma . r 
the city. In r965 ' tl an during lh, prcccdmg ye< . : 
out on a lar~cr s.caleby i.scarification again. t small p x 
Besides vaccination . t1'011 with killed B .. G., pol -

d ·c vacc1na · · t' an<l intra erm1 . . t'on by a single 111)<' I n . t d ·m1c vaccma 1 • 

val~nt m ra I t hoi<l fever and paratyphoid Iev.crs, 
against cholera, yp t d JJcr os vaccination agamst 
tetanus, has been cffcc c . . . b 

. 1·t· 'th abin-Chnmakov vaccm ha.s en pol10mye 1 is w1 . . . • T , i 
carried on despite transportation cliff t ult1 s. o ~llC 

tbese needs, the Hygi ne and Epidemiology Instltut 
has had to mak greatly increa <l efforts to manu

facture the vaccine. In 1965 and 1966, the Institute 

produced r3r million doses of various vaccin s. Thanks 

to this gigantic effort in the fields of hygiene and v . . 
acc111ation, no dangerous epidemics have appeared or 

reappeared, despite the destructions caused by the 

\Var, because small pox and cholera had been elimi-nated as 
1 

epidem· ear Y as late r957. Even small seasonal 
icsofcolib ·11 . 

affect· aci ary diarrhoea have become rarer 111g only 1 · · . ' 
vaccinar ocahties where hygiene measures an 1 
f' ions are t'll . . 
1ght aga· s 

1 
unsatisfactorily a1)plicd. Tlw . inst rnat . . . 

Provinces d . ana 1s also being carried on M r 
erau· unng the l · , 
f ication of 1 . ast two years have achic·v •d 1 <· or th rna ana Th. ff 
to ousands of . is e ort has made it l c;jl l . 

the mount . people from the pl in to .. 
ainous r . 11g r , 1 

eg1ons fonn rly infc•s t <I \V 1 I'l l 



Vietnan, 
•ese St 

ltdies 
malaria, and this migration h 

. as contributed 
economic development of the to tli· country. , 

* 

The protection of mothers and child h 
d ren as also ma e great advance. The sinking of well 

b 'Id s and the u1 mg of b a throoms in the countryside heli) . . peasant 
wo~en m_eet their d a ily hygien e needs, which was not 
possible m forme r d ays. Investigations made in dif. 
ferent cooperatives h ave shown tliat wherever there 
is a sufficient numbe r of wells and bathrooms, the 
proport ion of cervicitis and vaginitis is comparatively 
lowe r. Gynecology services have been created in district 
hospitals for the treatment of women's most common 
diseases. A number of villages have a lso been provided 
with these services. Birth control propaganda, for the 
protection of the mothers' h ealth, has been carried on. In 

l . . ase has been some provin ces the rate of popu at10n m ere 
. 6 t 2 ,.. per thou· 

lowered from 34 p er thousand m r9 3 ° J d to 
sand in r965. In H a noi, in r 965, this rate droppe ite 

d k . d a rtens desp 
22 per thou sand . Nurseries an m erg I some 
wartime difficulties, have a lso d eveloped. dn looked 
provinces, the number of children kept an to 2o 

. h . from ro . 
after in such establishments as n sen . 5 tht5 

l d rovince , d 
p er cent. In the more heavily attac ce P not spare 
rate is highest. The U.S. aggressors have f a s tate 
the children. The bombing by U.S. pla~eds 0 

II1 face 
. d hil ren. s 

farm in Quang Binh province kille 2o c St te farf11' 
· f . like a · to of en emy attacks, cooperative a1 ms, ·tens 1!1 

. . d k' derga1 have divided their nurseries an m 
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~ 
11 nits which arc provided with air-raid 

te sma u . ' . . d 
separa 1 lerground passages. It is a movmg, an 

It s anr unr ·1 
she er t. e comforting spectacle to sec the cl11 -

the same tm i· . t 
at . g an air raid warning, calmly s 1p m o 

0 heann < 

dren, 0 l\Ioving because of the daily threats to 
· shelters. ' 

thelf . d comforting because it shows that even 
ti eir lives, an , l 1 

. 1 learnt how to defend tbcmse vcs . 
kiddies iave . 

t £fort has been made to develop medica l 
A grea e i· . 'I.I 

I (1 the manufacturc of mec icmes. 1c rescarc ies an . 
t f shock from war wounrls and commot10ns 

treat men o . · f · · l 
. d lhroiiub a wide use of various art1 icia 
1s ensure b • 'l ' l 

N 1. r. (r) anrl retro-styloidian injections. 1e serums, . " .J 

u;e of these methods in the above-mentioned province 
has resulted in lowering the mortality rate by Go per 
cent in a year, when the number of wounded has risen 
by So per cent. A new impetus has been givf'n to the 
treatment of fractures by traditional methods, which 
have been perfected as a result of anatomical and 
physiological studies. The dressing of inf cctious war 
wound5, open frar-tures and burns with the use of 
bacillus subtilis fluid, has been studied with encoura
ging results. Likewise, many surgical teclrniqucs, reser
ved for central hospitals until a few years ago, such 
~s the cutting away of diseased matter in lung and 
liver I · · l s : 1avc now begun to be performed by provmc1a 
urg~cal teams. Intradermic injections of a polyvalcnt 

vaccme c · · · · l · 1 d ompnzmg a vaccme agamst cholera, typ 101c 
~nC paratyphoid fever, tetanic ana toxin and killed 

· .G., have been perfected, which makes vaccinations 

--:--:---
(!) A Prod · 

Uct of Vietnamese laboratories. 

----•-----· 
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simpler and more efficacious. New methods make . 
possible to preserve and transport the Sabin vacc· 

11 

Vaccinations again t lcptospiro i with a vaccinetne. 

k~lkd bacilli have also been per~ormecl. Wide use:: 
hlled B.C.G on h1ldren and a.llergic grown-ups (r?. ll\il· 
l • C ~"· prepared in tW'O :('.11"$) ha.· ft'SH)frd in a 
~-..-..... .., J'. tl1 ~ ...,,, 1)h ~.... "'· • r"~ "\' 't1 · ..•. ,_ ~-:. • ·•" ·'" · " · .~ " ,- ( in \\•,u· tin1~ 

f' h '"' l~'U to thl' popu: 
. ~ ,. ~~,-~ I extract: for the 

pa-ic · sufficiency, helmin
~----.:: ±''"r:;.m:.: :d p.)'.ya"--thr: fa. snake bite , and to 
s:c=e :;::;:;:::..ods o: acupmrture m pediatrics. Closek 
cvc!J _;.,,: :nodeill medi.:-ine and traditional medicin;, 

... ~e basis o: p.I"achcal results obtained, our physi
ci<>n~ pharmacists and chemists are conducting nrn 
:rese2...""Ches on drugs and methods of treatment, thcs 
posing new theoretical problems which will gradually 
be solved through experimentation and treatmen:. 
Epidem10logic investigations made with the coopera· 
:on of labor-a.tori.es of immunology and biochemistry 

have uncoYered a few hitherto unknown diseases and 
tackled new prophylactic and therapeutic problems. 

To sum up, in two years of war against a rut!J: 
less enemv, the development of our organization anu 

• . · to 
re5t:arches has given an unprecedented unpetU5 
our ht:alth services. It has given our medicine a ne"d . all 
dyn.aml3m and put the ntw medical generation b' to t .: 
the new leading cadrts to the test. Contrary ani-
n - ' . d'cal org ~.~. aggressors expectations, our me i t'c<ll 

. . . . d 't prac l zat1on, with its cadres, its metho s, i s \·er· 
seD5t: as regards prophylaxis an1 treatment, ha

5 b~f of 
crJmc all difficulties created by them. The nulll 

Ith Service .. · 
f/lt Jiea 
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as increased and their quality bas improved, 
cadres · · d · f our ade it possible to mamtam a urat10n o 

· h has m 
wtiic. . for medical studies and five years for pharma-
1x yeais B ·a th 5 ' 1 stu<lies with a view to the future. cs1 es e 

ceuttea ' 
. . 11e\V gen ration of young researchers, we have a 

flSlll!! · . . • 
l d of cxpcrien cd practitioners wbo carry out with 
:Om~etcnce and devotion the difficult daily tasks in war 
time. In two years, r,357 doctors have graduated from 
the Medical College and 3A08 assistant-doctors from 
provincial medical schools. At the same time, 355 phar
macists and 236 assistant-pharmacists have been trained. 
;\early all physicians have attended refresher courses, in 
order to be able to fulfil their new tasks. The training 
of laboratory technicians has also been promoted on a 
large scale. The number of village midwives and nurses 
has mcrease~, _and nearly all of these have undergone 
refresher trammg, so that in each village there are now 
o~. an average three nurses and one midwife Th 
exJStence of this base net . . e 
intense and 'd work explams why in spite of 
it has b Wl espread bombing by the US . . 

een possible t . · · arr prrates, 
the Wounded T th o give on-the-spot treatment to 
ha · 0 e enemy' -

ve opposed a fi d s orgamzational mobility we 
and xe and ub · · 

mobile district and i~u1:ous base organization 
provmc1al organizat' IOD • 

To carry 
SU oUt th· · PPher of is heavy task 
tht ~ llledicine h , our pharmacy th 

t'•Oducti ' as had to , e 
this Productic;:1 ~nd distribution ;ake ~~at efforts for 

n mcreased b medicines. In 1966 
1 ... vs y zo per cent . , 

·• · in comparison 



.. .. . 

. . . . 

-------------~---Vtet11ro11 ~l'itt""' 
~ ith 1Q65, S per cent in companson . 

Wt th Jn 1 oo, our sales network of pharmareuti , 
1 

l!f., 
. Ci! Pt<;rj mcre.a5ed by 55 per cent m comparison . 

ll ha . . Wrth 
1
., 

alm t every v1 age vmg its own dn
1
,,. '1J4 

hr ed . - .,,,t0r1· I 
most . t ~ten _ provmces, the stock of t; ' 

tal m~1cmes 15 suffic1e~t for several years. Thr; "'::I). 

m 1ncal mdustrv, which is begmninv to d 1P~ - o eve op 
provmces, will soon be able to meet th 1 

ueeds. e Ir~ 

wHE~ ~-S. aggression started, tht foremo; 
question put to our medical corp~ wa, 

whether we should resign ourselves to seeing th~ 
wounded die, our hospitals collapse, the former 
ep1<lemics return, or we should prove ourselres 
capable not only of facing the danger but also 
contmumg the building of a socialist medicine, 
begun ten years ago. If this question had not been 
correctly answered nothing could have been done. 
The foremost task was to ensure a thorough ideo· 
logical education for all cadres, who studied the 
general situation in the country from every angle. 
Tut basis for that education was constituted by an 
analysis by the Vietnam Workers' Party of the 
strengths and weaknesses of U.S. imperialism an~ 
of our own people's weaknesses and immense 
J>')Ssib1hties, of the tasks faced by the Vietnam& 
J?tt>ple - from an international as well as national 
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· w and thP, con<;ei<msness of 0ur bemg 
. t of vie , 

Poin ble of defeatrng the v.S. a{!_;,,.rr"::Ssors. 
rollY ca~d. ·nc-·..1 of our ability to win, our m~dKal Jy cOfiVI r;;u 

flflll '-'·en workmf! with a new spirit. Apply-d es have I.)<:; j , 

ca r h medical fiPld the strategy of tne peoples 
· " to t e 100 h have shown unequalled devotion, rapidly 
war. t e~d of obsolete practices and vif•ws, show-
etbn" n 

g 0 t"veness at all levels, in the techmcal as 
10g crea 1 . 

I rganizational f 1eld .. Medical workers, from we! as o . 
II Professors to village nurses, are ammated co ege .. 

with the same will, the same spmt. They are men 
d women deeply conscious of their respons1b1hty 

~: their fatherland and their profess~on. _They 
are acting hke combatants, like revolut10nanes . 

To the deluge of steel and frre poured by the 
U.S. 1IDperiahsts on our cities and villages, we 
oppose men determined to serve and tow~. To 
the destructive techniques of the most highly 
industrialized imperialist power, we oppose a 
revolutionary organization and a revolutionary 
conception of med1cme. 

In a word, revolutionary man has got the better 
of brutal technique, in the medical field as in 
others. 

( It will be difficult to understand the 
. h ,, · tnamese mei1c1ne successes ucorded by N art • ie L • l 

. k l ·d"e ,,, tne o:enn 
in war time u.ithout a now' ~ ht 1 tise/iil 
line which inspins it. We luii·e th·m:: 1 ·e~ ih,• 
to reproduce in jull 111_ the /.oll:/:;he~ in ~ur 
"interview with Dr 1hach P 
issue of May, 1¢5). 



Interview with 
Doctor Pham Ngoc Thach 

Minist9r of Health 

Vietnamese Studies. - Your ministry has recently made a 
report on its activities during the past ten years ( r) . We 
should be glad to inform our ·readers on the main points in 
this report, especially this one : How has a poor country like 
the Democratic R epublic of Vietnam succeeded within a f 1rt11 

years in setting up a medical and sanitary organization 
which can meet most extensive needs ? 

Dr. Thach. - You have correctly presented the problem: 
a poor country with few resources and enormous needs is 
facing an apparently insoluble contradiction. To be more 
precise, our country in 1955 was not only poor; to age-old 
misery was added the havoc wrought by several years of 
war. The population was threatened with famine. - [oreover -
and we should not be afraid of using the right word - we 
were a backward country. Centuries of feudal ism followed 
by nearly a century of colonial regime had lef t our country 
in a state of unthinkable backwardness. People still drank 
water from stagnant pools and invoked the spirits when 
they fell ill. 

on( I) 1955-1965. The D.R. V. government rtturnt!._ /
0 1,11

"
0
i 

October Io, r954, after eight years of war (1946 954 

!', 

I 

I 
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V.S. _ How was the health situation? 

Dr. Thach. _ Millions of people suffered from 

d trachoroa hundreds of thousands from tub IllaJaria an • . . ercu10 . 
nereal diseases and leprosy, while practically th sis, 

ve .th . . e enti 
population was . infected w1 . mtestmal parasites. A re 
· t ·ti.nal infections of all kmds were rampant . d' lld rn e:s . · iarrhae 
dysentery, enteritis, which at~acked adults and childr a, 
indifferently. And then each delivery and childbirth pr en 

d b T al . f ovokect dangerous puerperal an um 1 ic m ections. Pneu . 
measles, whooping-cough, diphtheria, typhoid feve mania, 

. ll · r, Were most frequent. And m the fo owmg years there were . 
. d li lit· senous epidemics of mfluenza an po omye 1s. 

v.S.- As far as I know, there. w~re less than one hundrul 
physicians, to care for those millions of sick people. 1 
recall my visits to some hospitals at that time: what I sau· 
looktd rather like refuges for the dying. How did you fight 
the battle? 

Dr. Thach.- What would you do if you were respon~
ble for the health of the population ? 

V.S. - I would asfl the government to build big hospitals, 
buy medicines and modern equipment, invite foreign 
specialists to give treatment to sick people and train 11r, 
physicians. Isn't health the most precious 'thing, for which 
sacrifice would be too great? During the Resistance, many 01 
my friends who were physicians dreamt of up-to-date hospitals 
that would be built after independence had been recovered. 

f rs we have Dr. Thach.- Certainly, during the last ew yea . ent 
built quite a number of hospitals with modern eqmp~rin; 
specialists from fraternal countries have come to ol 

d nu01ber 
us precious aid. Our government has ma e a s ManY ol 
substantial grants to the people's health service · dicii11 

h . . d . . h t d. t. on . world roe our p ys1cians urge act10n m t a 1rec i • docto~ 
and our has made great progress in the last few years 

-~--~ . ·,_· .. 
··-~ 

""en longing to have the most modern 
•a.Ve uv . k Thi . 1 . . methods m ... . the sic . s is a eg1timate desir b 
trea.tJ.!lg h e, ut I mu. 
adinit that our efforts ave not been concentrated on his 

aspect. 

V S _ I don't quite understand why doctors h 
· · . . s ould not 

. t I all think of treating their patients with th . firs o . e most efli-
. us means which the development of science h cacio as mad~ 

available . 

Dr. Thach. - You have mentioned the battle we had to 
fi~ht. It was indeed a war against diseases. In the first pla 

o ce, 
we had to determme a strategy adapted to conditions in our 
country. Had we si~ply built hospitals, how many of them 
would we have to bmld to receive and treat those millions of 
sick people ? How many doctors, how much medicine would 
be required? You give treatment to one patient while hund
reds are waiting at the door of your establishment. We should 
have placed ourselves in an untenably defensive position. And 
what is worne, a patient who had been cured might soon be 
ill agam with the same disease or another one. 

We _have resolutely adopted an offensive strategy : to 
attack diseases at their roots before they appear. In other 
words : Prevention is better than cure ! 

_V.S.- Does this in any way affect the treatment of 
Patients ? 

i Dr. Thach.- Not at all. We think that treatment i very 
mportant b t d , . . . 
sole . ' u we on t regard it as the only obJechve, the 
cure ;him of medicine ; we treat patients as individuals to 

cm and all . t th . . . treatment . evia e eir suffenngs, but we consider the 
effica . given to each of them a link contributing to more 

c1ous prev t· . 
source f en ion of diseases. A cured patient is one less 

0 cont · · . . become ammation. With proper educat10n he may 
diseases.\ rood propagandist for the measures which prevent 
lllain asp t we look at it that way medicine comprises three 

ec s: 
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of general hygiene to ensure a h 
_ measures ealthy 

social environment; . . . . 
- massive inoculation against specific diseases; and 

dili nt c:ue and appropriate treatment for th . 
- ~ e~ 

V.S. _What do you mean by "ensuring a healthy SOCfo/ 

environment " ? 

Dr. Thach._ We have mentioned the poverty and b 
0 t 

. t 1. ack. 
wardness of our people. ur compa no s tve in conditions 
which are favorable t~ the s~read of m~ny diseases. To think 
only of treating the sick, without seekmg to improve livin 
conditions and to eliminate some practices, would be futileg 
You remember the ponds in our villages a few years ag ; o. 
How did people use them ? 

V.S. - I remember very well. People came there to wash 
clothes, rice, vegetables, to bathe themselves. Bt4/aloes came to 
drink or wallow in the water. Pond water was also used for 
cooking food. The ground in the vicinity was littered with gar
bage and each rain brought into the pools all kinds o/ refuse. 

Dr. Thach. - You have omitted the roost important detail : 
the rains also brought into the pools fecal matters from men 
and beasts, for people had the habit of relieving themselves 
in any place they found convenient. The water of the pools 
thus became a real nursery for germs, a concentration point 
for eggs of all kinds of intestinal parasites. You can easily 
see how this favored the spread of many diseases: diarrhoea, 
dysentery, typhoid fever and other intestinal infections. Now 
thmk of a physician who has used a lot of antibiotics to 

. t ets well. 
cure a man from dysentery, for instance; the patien g . 
· d ' h · of dnok· is 1sc arged, only to carry on with the practice . d 
· h. nee an 
mg water from the pool wh<:!re he also washes is d . aroun 
vegetables. You may also remember the flies swarmmg di. g 

d seen ° 
the heaps of garbage and fecal discharges before e .1dfeO 
on the food, or on the lips and eyes of people, of chi 

111tervtetl1· . .. ~-------------------~41 

. lly Rem.ember the triad: wate f ecta · . r, ecal m v--
esP (flies, fleas, mosquitoes ... ). Sinkin a ..,rs, and 
ioseets to drink only boiled water build' g wlells, persuading 

0
ple ' tug atn k . 

pe nd other insects thus became forem t ues, 1llm' 
f11es a . os tasks for the 
!llcdica.l service. 

, f!]OD" the measures of general hygiene h 
,. o . li ' we s ould also 

. ducation rn clean ness : cleanliness of food 1 cite e . f . , c othes and 
.. g quarters. Ensuring or mstance that each 

l!VID . ' member of 
a farnilY has his or her own towel has been a great task. 

BY persuading midwives in the countryside to d li . . e ver 
babies in an a~eptic manner and to cut the umbilical cord 
with sterilized rnstruments, the mfantile and puerperal mor
tality rate has been considerably reduced, and this h 
proved more efficacious than massive importation of ant~ 
biotics. 

V.S. - Besides measures of general hygiene, aren't there 
special measures for a number o/ diseases? 

Dr. Thach. - Firstly, there are large-scale vaccinations 
and inoculations against small pox, cholera, typhoid fever, teta
nus, poliomyelitis, tuberculosis. For years, there has been in 
North Vietnam no case of smallpox, cholera or plague, while 
no other country in South East Asia has been completely 
spared. In our country, typhoid fever and poliomyelitis are 
on the way to extinction. Modern medicine also puts at our 
~sposal efficacious means of treating malaria, tuberculosis, 
.epros.y; there are many active antibiotics a"'ainst various 
mfections B 1 1 . . o 'th . · Y c ose Y combirnng measures of general hygiene 
WI tnoc ] t' · · im u a ions and specific treatment, we have obtained 

portan t results. 

Whe~.S~:- But doesn't atl that require considerable personnel ? 
officers /d you get the doctors, nurses, midwives, sanitary 

0 do all these tasks ? 

" Dr. Thach - Th t . th . l Th . acaaemi ,, · a is e roam prob em. ere LS an 
c way of doing things, which means reserving t he 

l 
J 
I 
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·!.----------------------- 'U<tie$ ~ .. 
. n who in the beginning defended . 

like the local partisa a bamboo pike then little by li his 
th a lan.;e or ttI nllage ~n ·fie to attack a patrol, then to ca t e 

1 
t t handle a n • < P Ute earn o. . t After a few years of practic 

all 011htary Po5 s. e, a 
.rn b ti. in a hospital or some complement 
term of pro a on . ary 

th 
·u ae sanitary cadre who was original! 

courses, e vi a,, . . Y a 
. d all. becomes a nurse or a nudw1fe capabl peasant gra u ) . . e of 

Dlon diseases or practismg some surgical op 
treating com . era. 

ti
. _ The best among them gradually climb up the ladder t 
on::.. h . . o 

eventually become good assistant-p ys1cians. The physicians 
who work at the provincial or district town thus have at their 
disposal a whole network of collaborators who help them in 
diagnosis, treatment and prevent10n of diseases. The common 
cases are treated locally and the hospitals in the cities can 
then be reserved for serious cases. At the base, there is not 
o!!.ly tlus network of medical and sanitary cadres but also 
the entire people mobilized for the struggle against diseases. 

\.· .. - TVhat is exactly the role of the certificated phy· 

sicians, the specialists, in this vast army? Is it that of a 

•eneral staj/ ? 

Dr. Thach - That of a technical and scienti fie general 
staff. I said "technical and scientific", for there is at the 
base a problem of general mobilization of the entire popu
lation, a problem of orientation, of overall strategy of 
medico-sanitary action which requires another type of lead· 

ershlp, another general staff. 

We have a strategy, a personnel recruited and trained 
in a particular manner, who must now be given adequate 
weapons, that is the means for appropriate prevention and 
treatment of diseases. It is the task of the medical corps 

to perfect these means and propagate them. 

V.S. - Haven't these means been already perfected l!j 

world medicine? 

~---~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Thach - Obviously, we don't have to re-invent f 
Dr. f a· . or 
1 

s the whole o roe 1cme. We apply methods mv d 
urse ve . . . en e 

o scientists of d1ffere~t countnes, ~ut m many cases th e 
b)' ds have been devised for highly industrialized coun · ~ etbo . . . ne_,,, 
J1l their appllcat10n m our country meets with diffic 1 i 
a.lld t b F · . h often canno e overcome. or mstance, there is he 
wb!C 1 . . t• . 
J3.C.G· anti-tubercu os1s vaccma i~n wh1c? was invented n a r-

forty years ago. The B.C.G. is a live vaccine he u e 
Jy . . 1 t • f which requires spec1a precau ions not possible in an 
~ dustriallY backward country, with an inexperienced corps w . . 
of nurses. These mco~vemences have led scientists in m any 
countries to try to hnd a dead B.C.G. vaccine which could 
be handled more easily. They have failed. They did no 
persevere in their experiments, as their respective countries 
can afford the elaborate precautionary measures needed in 
vaccination with live B.C.G. In our country, we have to 
find a vaccine easy to handle, or give up vaccination. 0 

we tenaciously carried out experiments with killed B.C.G. 
and we succeeded in developing a vaccine which is very easv 
to handle, yet remains very efficacious. At present, million. 
of people bave been vaccinated with killed B.C.G. and "'e 
no.ted a marked decline in T.B. morbidity, especially among 
c~ldren. For other inoculations, we have successfully expe
nmented with intradermic injections which require mu h 
smaller quantities of drugs than for sub-cutaneous or intra-
muscular inJ·ect· d d . ions an o not provoke any dangerous or 
painful reaction. 

tteat::t wh~hidh youb sometimes have to modify methods of 
c ave ecome classical ? 

Dr. Thach T t · . di · - o ry to simplify the means put at the 
sposal of th pati . e masses, such has been our constant preoc u-

on. I agam t k is a e the example of tuberculo ·s. This dis ase 
now effic . . comb· acwusly treated m many countri with the 

ined use f hr these I 'H . 0 t ee drugs: I 'H, streptomycin, PAS. Of 
' is the most efficacious, and the cheapest and 
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l
·s adlllinistered orally, and is not 

dl since it t t · 
;e-t to h:in e 't equires adjuvan s o lllcrcase its 

e~. t) a<'<'Jdent. But 
1 r·n and PAS which are co1u1n0111 

open < • .:;treptomyc1 . . . Y 
efliciwousness. ~ !NH are expensive and d1 f ftcult to 

th with i · t· 1' t used to;e er use intox1ca ion. rea ment with 
the)· rnav ca . h 

hanJl<' as · w·res a long stay m ospitaJ a drugs req . . , 
those three uld considerably hm1t the number of 

· which WO W h condition b ·ven treatment. e ave perseveringly 
l ho could e g1 h . pec>p e w ffcacious drugs toget er with INH. 

.e-d •o use other e i . 
m . • , f Resistance, we tned to use the Filatov 
Dunn" the vear:s o t) . 

~ . : . with placenta extrac agamst various 
thod (rnJecbon . 

roe o:· mbined it with the treatment with INH. At 
. 'ecnons. n e co . 111

' t esults Then frieads who practised tradi-
ftrst. we go no r · 

edt
. · gaested the injection of placenta extracts 

oonal m crne su o . 
· t f lung acupuncture (rn the omo-vertebral area). at the porn o 

, t tens of thousands of cases have been successfully 
At presen ' . . . . t' t th 
treated with INH combined with Filatov rn1ec ions a e 
pornt of lung acupuncture. This method has proved to be as 
efficacwus as the triple treatment with INH, streptomycin 

and PAS. 

d't' al VS. _ So yo1, have not hesitated to resort to tra i_ ion 

Oriental medicine, although you have been trained in TJi tster:i 
· t vstemat1-medicine. Do yoi' do it jiHt as an experinien or s, 

cally? 

. . le We 
Dr. Thach. - It is firstly a question of pnncip · 

. e of our 
areatly appreciate the thousand-year-old expenenc 
0 · f Western
people (and of all Oriental peoples). The scorn ° an 
trained physicians for traditional medicine derives froUl of 

d . orance 
erroneous conception of science and a profoun ign despise 
the results obtained by traditional medicine. Those who rroW 
h . l h w hoW na t e age-old expenence of many peoples on Y s 0 . still 

their scient ific knowledge is. Besides, Western medici
1
ne_1ers 

. of 1e;u 
remams powerless before many disP-ases. The number ]oped 

t cteve 
and bone-setters who now practise in the mos . tbese 

d'es in countnes, and the profusion of home reme 1 ..,,ains 
d. ·ne re,,, 

countries testify to the fact that Western me ici 
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1 Ss before many diseases while certain t t were rea men ts no 
po cepted officially have proved to be efficacio · yet ac us. 

I need only refer to acupuncture the efficac· . 10USne5$ of 
. 1 ha.S now been umversally recormized and I Id wbtC l 0 wou al 

to draw attention to the extreme richness of th 
Jike . . . . e vegetal 

acopoeia of traditional med1cme. 
pbar!ll 

V.S. _ Arnong the tens of thousands of vegetal varieties 
fotmd in our country, how can you know which ones have 
medicinal properties? 

Dr. Tltach. - Naturally, one cannot experiment on all 
those vegetal varieties one after another. The age-old 
experience of the people and physicians of the traditional 
school comes into play here. There are about r6,ooo people 
practising traditional medicine. Shall we " outlaw" them, or 
shall we pay the greatest respect to this ancient science of 
which they keep the secrets, and integrate them into our 
medical machinery? \Ve have followed the second path. 
Together with physicians trained in modern methods those 
"quacks" are now studying the scientific application of 
traditional medications to numerous diseases. While they 
become acquainted with the fundamental notions of modern 
medicine, our physicians learn the principles and important 
methods of treatment used in traditional medicine. Thus, we 
gam a subs ta t · l · · . n ta rncrease m both personnel and prescrip· 
hons and . 

' an important new orientation in our scientific 
research. 

V.S. - I hav · · · Prepared ~ seen in our drugstores many new medicines 
ing hither~:o~i our country's f tora which are gradually reptac

importrtd Products. 

Dr Th 
tion. O~e ;ch.- We are working systematically in thi direc-
illedicines oWthe great difficulties of poor countries is lack of 
be · e still h · 
1 

cause our h ave to 1mport a number of products, 
0
Ped. ~ever~ anuaceutical industry is not yet well deve-

eless, from our experiments with traditional 



- • . , we have succeeded m preparing a great number 
ID<::u.ICllle, . • ·c· t bl . . Of 

o<l t either ..i.ga.mst spec1 1c rou es, for inst local pr uc s, . . . . . ance 
. t · anti-helnunthtc medications or aga.inst cu an t1dyscn enc, . . . . rrent 

Su 'h as anti-neuralgic, anti-diarrhoeic ail men ts, c . • anti. 
h tr. tc medications . .Many diseases can also be r eurua c e · cured 

at small cost by acupuncture. We promote the cultivation of 
medicinal plants, not only on an industrial scale but also b 
individual families. We encourage each. family, particularly i~ 
the countryside, to grow rn a comer of its garden a few plants 
for the treatment o.f ~ommon d1se~ses (headache, diarrhoea ... ) 
and plants with anttbwbc properties ... We have even be 
to export a number of pharmaceutical products extrac~~ 
from our country's flora: rutin, palmatin, rauwolfia extract... 

V.S.- I co1,/dn't quite understand when you spoke of the 
orientation in scienti/ic research. Certain physician friends of 
mrne, U'ho have come back jrom abroad, complain of the diffi· 
cu/ties they mfet with in their researches. 

Dr. Thach- 'o doubt, a poor, industrially under-developed 
country has not the means that more highly developed coun. 
tries possess, but shall we fold our arms in the domain of 
research? On the contrary, the less means a country has, the 
more it must develop technical and scientific research, so as to 
find out processes and methods appropriate to its national 
condtt10ns. In scientific research, we have to consider, on the 
one hand, the technical and material means, and on the other, 
the orientation of the research. If we conceive research work 
as it is done in other places, if we only repeat and verify the 

. . Jy feel works of scientists of other coun tnes, we can on 
. parable depressed by our powerlessness. Research work 1s com th 

to the exploration of a virgin forest. If we follow the pa 
. ts have 

that better equipped and more experienced sc1entis Uy 
t carefu trodden, we cannot achieve great results. We mus l teSt 

. t the a study what other people have done, stnve to ge tra.il· 
scientific knowledge, but we must also blaze our ow; and 
Only by boldly taking up practical problems of our counf ~tiuL 

work r endeavouring to solve them, can we make our 

- - -----·' . , 

h ve <Yiven the example of tube 1 . I a ,,. . . . reu os1s He . 
. tance about antib10tics. They are · re is another 
1ns ' very cost} 

t yet able to produce them. We bav d Y and we are no . . e one rese . 
directions. Expenments bemg made with th _arch in other 

·1· · ld. e easily u1 · 
B CiJJus Subt1 1s are yre mg very good c tivated 

a results I 
Jl)ent of many diseases, the Subtilis can · n the treat. 

"[ · th i · · al replace ant·b· · • fter ven yrng e c 1mc results we 1 1otics. 
" • must ex 1 · 
bas worked: here complex physico. h _P ain how it 

c em1cal al 
are necessary, and we must make t an yses 

. . remendous ff 
obtain indispensable equipment as well as t . e orts to 

o acquire ad 
knowledge. Yet, however great the difficult" equate 

1es may be 
scientific workers of the poorer countries m t . • the 

. . us not give all 
hopes. We are 1n a little explored vir<Tin fo t up 

o· res , and somet· 
precisely because of our poverty we can find h imes, 

' s ort cuts. 

V.S. - You said that traditional d . . 
. . me icine of /ered 

excellent orientation for scientific r h an 
mean? esearc . What does this 

Dr. Thach. - Take for instance the d" . 
I th me icmal plants. 
n . e West, scientists abandon plants and re 

i~hem1ca1 synthesis. But what is the extract of a so;:~o 
1ot a com;>lex bod the p , 

synthesis' Thu h y, . product of a complicated 
· s, we ave either rea,J d .. 

products from h. h Y • ma e med1c10es or 
w ic we can k h. 

part of which ma e igher synthesis, a good 
laboratories. t:roctss has already been made by those living 
dicine is th ~ . e pants. One of the difficulties of today's me-
th a · m face of the d · · 

e chemist the . . zverszty of products tarned out by 
for the tre~t physician does not know which ones to use 
tr<U11tional memdent of such and such diseases. Starting from 
c . 1c1ne w h 
attons on wh· h ' e ave at the same time clinical indi-

anct ic to rely f . . 
the produ t or expenmentat10n with the plants 

real h c s of a total . , 
s ort cuts ff or partial synthesis. These are 

rellla· o erect us b t d · · 
Ins the que t· Y ra 1 t10nal medicine. There only 

s ron of how to take advantage of them 
i--..\r . . s. 



1 r. Th.;ch - Due to complex. h. t . 
h bee lS Or1ca1 as n ct rupture between traditional d reasons th 
rn the \\-est. Thi i regrettable \\. an modern lll~d e1' 

· e shall ic1n C{'Ur . but there is a danger of lettincr tl . not take lhae 
f medicme disappear rapidly becau~e ~ifs age-old kno"'led 1 

't, th ' I we do 't ge 
1 o~ who practise it will have disapp 

1 
n cultivat 

f earec ten yea.rs rom now. .Moreover, we are expl ·t· or twentv 
and ~a ti · 01 mg our f · re<Ulores ng on a very bi cr scale . w· th. ores!.! 

" - 11 . "' I in a few d years man:-. so-ca ed wild species will hav d ' ozen 
h . e isappeared <>ur p a.rmacopoe1a will be greatly impoverished. We and 

expedite the study of the curative properties of must 
. our country• innum.erable plants, select them and cultivate them S b" 5 
f tifi ' . u )ects or SClen c research are not l acking. 

Y.S. - I realise that a lot of u;ork has been done with 
regard to genrral hygiene, treatment of diseases, scientific 
res~arch, formation of cadres, installation of hospitals, dispen. 
sariu, sick-rooms ... H'hat is, in yo1'r view, the most importa11t 
ach~z:ernent aiter ten years of labour?-

Dr. Thach. - I think the most important point is the 
creation of the whole medico-sanitary network down to 
"'-'ilL .. ge level, the putting of raedicine in the service of 
pea.5ants li"l.ing in the remotest hamlets, the training of 
medical an'.i sanitary workers of peasant stock. Nine-tenthsof 
our population live in the countryside; if we establish only 
urban hospitals, only a minority would receive me "' h · di cal care, 

d . ses wwc and the cities would be overwhelmed by the isea . te 
ld ntarnina would remain rife in the country and wou co 

the actually besieged cities. 

ted in i1rbat1 V.S.- All your physicians were city folks, educa ,
111

,y-
. t the COi• colleges , why did you give primary attention o 

side? Were you not navigating against the stream? 
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~e navigated against the stream 
Yes we a · · h Id r1rach. - ' ake physicians trained Ill t e 0 

Dr. ts To m · d b 
.., respec · lting-rooms or hospitals an ecome tllan, tb ir consu . t k 

n . ]eave e 1 d the installation of septic an s, .uJues . · g wel s an . 
(at ted in d1ggiu . of diseases is contrary to therr tcres h pre\·cn ti on ' 

1 ;O rd in t e di cal nurse of the old schoo J 11·0 • . t Even a me . . 
:n rooted habi. s. . jection and dislike gorng to venfy 
1eeulp-i prefer giving an .rn dequately built or not. To m ake 
"o ' f t ank IS a . l 
h ther a sep IC .. ti. vbicb cures almost miraculous Y w e . f an hb!O c ' . . f 

injectJon ° ptivating than to lift up the lid o 
JI) uch more ca . . 
. a gesture ro t. a complicated surgical operat10n " . k To prac ise d 
septic tan · d apparatus imported from abroa 

a ti . nltra-mo ern . . · 11 
with cos Y . th to lecture on hygiene ID v1 ages, 

Pres ti ge :i.n . . 
"1VeS more . · d s complete their meri1cal educat10n. , h lp village ca re t 
or to e . long years in the faculties and now o 
T h ve toiled many d f th 0 

a d. l art can be put into the han s o e r . that roe ica . 
be te\e . t easy matter either. To have been convmced masses is no an 

· f the absolute superiority of so-called western 
long sUJce 

0 
. . 1 d. · t· 

ed. · to have considered tradibona me rcme a supers 1-m icme, . . 
non, and now to approach it with respect, w1th the desire. to 
le<irn from it, constitutes also a turning point for our medical 
corps. It needs great courage to devote oneseli to scientific 
research with very little technical means, equipment, or 

scientific knowledge when one bas alway-; thought that this 
work requires large well-equipped laborntories and can be 
d-Oae only by experienced academicians. 

V.S.- I think that it also requires great courage to give up 
Olle's Prit'ate practice, which is mitch more lucrative than the 
ID!ia/ medicine you have spoken of. Formerly, a physician 
!!'Ith a Private lt · · · 
dtr consu ing room or hospital had a rather consi -abie inrome . a th p . . 
till D.R.V~? · re tre rivate consultmg-rooms left in 

Dr. Thach.- N b d . . 
Practice Thi . .o o y has been forced to give up his private 
IIIg·roo~ tsl!IS evidenced•by the fact that one private consult-
to 8 I operate · H · · 

do as th 
8 

m ano1. This colleague h as refused e other ph · · 
ys1c1ans who have done, who have all put 
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their skill at the service of the state and so . C1ety p 
of the old school, I mean those trained in the F · hysic· 

. rench f tans 
have voluntarily renounced the easily wo . acutr 

. n inc ies 
private practice for the modest salary that the 0 llle of ' 
collective offers them. They have given up state or tha 

1 . pecunia e 
for more favourab e workmg conditions f ry gain . , rom b s 
medical and human pomts of view. 0 th the 

V.S. - Thus, there has been a night of Aug 
. . . Ust 4th I 

medical corps. Have all the physicians become re l . or the 
vo utionaries? 

Dr. Thach. - Revolution is the appropriat 
. . . e ward. 0 

phys1c1ans are one sect10n of a people who have b Ur 
. . e~w~ 

.an unmterrupted revolutionary struggle for tw ty ng 
· en Yea 

now. Many of them took part m the Resistance war d rs 
. . an shared 

the life of the fighters and peasants during ill any long 
years: for instance the dean of our faculty of ill a· . e 1c1ne 
and many other professors. After eight years of the Resis'. 
tance war, having eaten the same rice porridge and applauded 
the same victories as the fighters of the People's Army, 
having founded medical colleges in the depth of the jungle, 
and lived with the peasants, it is difficult now to come back 
and confine oneself within the narrow atmosphere of a private 
consulting-room. There is no need to mention those who 
have been trained in our new faculties and have never known 
the practice of the medical profession under the old regime. 
To work for our country and people has become a natural 
conception of our medical workers. 

V.S. - But you have spohen of navigating against tht 
stream. One can love one's country and one's people while sticknig 
to medical conceptions inherited from the old reg·ime. You have 

. co11nter 
expounded a medical conception which, r believe, runs I the 
to many things formerly taught. You have also spoken ° 
courage necessary for the practice of this conception. 

. le q uestioJI· 
Dr. Thach.-You are right, this is not a strnP fficieJJt· 

Civic courage is the first step, necessary but not su 

,je!li·" 's country 
1~1ert d sire of serving one 

JJJpted b)' the .. e in the classical way. There 
be pro f e roed1c10e the ain1s we want to 

0oe caJI . to prac lS . . between . 
·bile try1J1~ Jl contradiction T olve this contradiction, we 

11 be ti;e e use 0 s 11 "'deo 
,,.ould d the JJleans w d acquire what I may ca 1 • 
re3cb aJJ step further an to change the fundamental 

uo a h enables us . 
!llust o ge." T 1s . F this reason, there is a 

I coura . 1 practice. or ·1 
Jog1ca tioil of med1ca th two conceptions, in the da1 y 
oeJJta I between e . t f 

o taJJt strugg e . ·t. lf What decides the v1c ory o 
c~::tice of medicrne ip;i:n· does not depend on the medical 
P ther conce d · th roe one or the o b th conceptions are foun in e sa 

h Often o · h t · corps as sue . . . t the medical faculty wh1c can ip 
. . alld 1t is no 

phys1c1an, . f vour of one or the other. 
the scales in a . 

· t ce the question of whether to bmld up 
Take for ms an 
. 1 dicine essentially by our own efforts or to rely 

nat10na rue . 
. ·1y on the assistance of more advanced countries. 

pnroan . . . 
Medicine as a rnttural science cannot guide the choice. But, 
the choice of one path or the other will completely 
transform the daily practice of medicine. We have chosen 
the first path. The choice has been determined by the general 
policy of our Party; it is a political choice, not a medical 
one, 

corp~~:i:dBut otnh~e t~is c~oice has been taken, and the medical 
in is direction doe th l f 

there? Would th ' s e ro e o the Party end 
e Party let th d · l 

Ollt its activities as e me ica corps free to carry 
it sees fit? 

Dr. Thach C 
choi . . - ertainly not b 

ce is reflected . ' ecause a fundamental 
mentaJ h . even lil daily · 

c Otce and th practice. To make a f d 
nothing r en to let thin r un a-
the er .. o rely essentially ~s side, amounts to doing 

eattve e on national f . 
the PUrpo nergy of the broad orces is to mobilize 
ac se of 1 . masses at v · 
. cording to so vrng proble anous levels for 
in spite the mass li ms, to solve these 
Orient . Of all diff ] . ne, to Stick to th h problems 

atton, but . icu bes. The Party h e ardest questions 
in daily as defined th 

practice th e general 
, ere are still 

concrete 



d:i 'c-es to be m.ttde. The l arty organu:ations , .. th 
• •I tn ti 

cal and samtar~ c rp. must refer to the Partv's e le lllt;j 
t-o d("Clde each cho1cl.' m daily practice. No su g ner<tl t • 

· cces_~ IDE'diciae o,·er the past ten years can be dissociated 
1 

of ''Iii 
P.....rn·'s leadership. Of course, the Partv docs t roll) 

. . no le~" medical ,,·orkers by the hands and tell them to cu ·~, 1 

re su h such di •. ase m such and such manner, but it is th c a!)j 
wluch mstil~ mto our medical workers the coura e Part• 

bee . th . . ge, Vtgru. and Y1tahrr now Omtng e pnnc1pal charactP.( ti v"r 
• ' IS C Of medical serv1ce. ~ 

v. ~.- Ow· medical corps has another good featu . 
. re 1th1Ch i< nez,: · tts complete devotion to the Patients I h 

• · ave 5~ that eren in the most despei-ate cases, those consid d 
. ere a· vicurahle or beyond therapeutic means, our physicians a1i4 

nurses never give up. 

Dr. Thach.- The CIVIC courage we have spoken of 
15 

not acquired once for all. Our medical corps is now so devoted 
because, under the direction of the Party, it knows that 
medical work is related to the political and social struggles 
of the nation. Left alone, the medical corps would be inclined 
t.o shrink into its shell, and to be satisfied with a narrow 
medical morality - trimmed with pompous, great formulae 
on the physician and his profession. The leadership of the 
Party constantly instils into the medical orgamsm the 
vit;il.Jsmg breath of the socialist revolution and makes it keep 
a fortifymg contact with the broad masses. 

. l d problems .i V. S.- Are the1'e still any gyeat unso ve 

. t assert that all DY. Thach.- We have no pretensron ° . . onlr 
t y wluch is · problems have been solved. In a coun r , 

11 
medical 

. . d t . l' ation to meec a I making the initial step m in us na iz ' . all essenna 
needs is excessively difficult. We should say th~tcb a]Jows u, 
problems have been started off on a p~th w 1f ture. Natu· 

· I t· e time 1n the u b r> t.o envisage a radical so u ion som . . lt than ot e 
bl more d1ff1cu rally there are some pro ems 
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iene the 
.,,,, " f general hyg 1 t .,vt<_''"'' uestions o . It took a o 

' g the q ... ~st diff1culty, . hi h con-
a.ll'.lon he greav~ Iution, w c 

nstJlflce, nstrtutes t t the adequate s~ tanks with two 
fl! ', peril Co we found ou 1 to build septic t . als before 
~.., tore peop e k e long n . 
~ aie_ ~encouraging ts We bad to ma. economical septic 
~ JJl o111partrnen I .of a practical and manure free of 

uc c . al roode utilise human . the ~d tbC fin it possible to hing a movement in . 
!ff Ji3 bich Il'.lake~ We are now launc tic tank of this 
--~ w as1tes. . of one sep th 

'";robes or par the construction f endemic diseases, e 
GI' ~de for ·1 In the field o i:fic treatments 
cQllll , h tarot y. h we have spec 
~ for ea.c 1 tively easy w en d when we have no such 

oon is re a ·s much bar er 
~a iJJations. It I £ t achoma, for instance. 
r,r '°ace . the case o r 
aieans, as in 

h Problems, apart from those of Are there ot er 
~&- . . d. ) 
. d parasitical iseases . infect1ons an 

TJ l - There is no lack of them.. One of the pro
Dr. iahic ih. we pav very great attention is the lack cf blemstow c J . • 

· di.et The development of our agnculture m protems m our · . 
the last few years has enabled us to ward off farmne ; 
this is a great victory. But our food remains poor in 
protems and we are conducting research to make the biolo
gical synthesis of proteins from yeasts. There are also 
problems of a country in full development. For instance, 
d~nng the last few years, half a million of our compatriots 
haie left the plain area to participate in the econom:ic 
de1elopment of t . 
""" I· . moun amous regions. Such a transfer of •-yu .1tion creates gre t bl . 
patnots h . a pro ems for our services. Our com-w o emigrate . 
•unger threatened b now. to mountamons regions a.re no 
<nse from our co yt n;al~na as in the past. Problems also 
~ts daes not a ~in r~ s mdustrialisation. For instance, sili-
1n Europe, PP ar In our country in the same way as 

V.s.- D 
o neiv disease 

CO'l'>te £nto being? 



D Thach. What is most noteworthy is the 
'· . tllorll 
{rcql,cnt app<'arance of dt!lca!lc!l propP-r lo . :i.n,1 

mnrl' · · . in1rl11J~ 
olcl age, rt'I people Itve longer with Urn JH ogrcR~ of It ''r 

,. nt<>rlidnc J•or ms lance, them a ppear Urn inf Y1<1~11,! a.nu , . . , r;i~: h1tt 

tbl' myocard a nc1 the mantfcKlaiwnR of art.er;, . cif 
• J JH<Jr•rcr . 

P
rai:tically unknown . d1sewms in llll pa·it. The f>r 11 · .1r~. 

0 1 l.lnt cancer HI a lso becoming more aculo lha11 form<jrJy. V. r,f 
i . 11 1· . • 1 'J'J . cn11r, .. 1 di'l<·a&NI Ji;ive prnc re;, y < I!'!•LJl{J'-are< . Ufl IR <liJ i; l · "! 

medical acbon than lo tire clirc:ct influ<;ncc rif HoC'i- 1 '·HK to 
. • 4 !ran 

formation11 u111lcr th1~ new rcg11nc. We: muat ·d ~,, . I!-
• . ' n point , 

that facin11 U.S. ar.1ur<!HH1on, our m1,d1cal 11c•rv ic ,. 1 mt 
' " ,,,, • • • 1'l.K I 

l)ruaniu~d to mc<; i th<~ ncr~cls of naticmal clr; fcmc (· 
1 

~Jf;Ji 
" ·.. Juri 11 

the firi;t month!! of 1 'J65 , wlwn U.S. pi rat.kal plan"fl . . Y, . . l . , (;arru;i) 
out air raids against umny oca)Ji1CK CJf our co11ntr 
ad t. J J · t · l I · · y, '1Ur c res a C<>mmuna , < 11; nc , ;in< provwr;1al Ji· v"Ju 1 , • n K lrJW<~I 

them11elves equal t" their t.a.gks. TJv;y •;olvc<l prornJitl . 
. 1 1 I h y Mid Fff1<.1cnt y t 1.c pmb c~mH t cy wern fa<,cd wi 1 h ()ur n J 

1 - • lC{ 1ca 
workers, having received a solid ideu}r,g1r,al formati()n , have 
braved all dan~crs to i;crvc the army and t.he people. 

In i>bort, the evolution of medicine reflects the overall 
pro6rt.""3 mad'! by our country which, alth1Jugh !!lJ)J fw,d 
with prvLl':IDS resultmg from undcr-dcv,.Jr,pment, has already 
begun to tar.kle those posca by a modern society. 

U.S . war crimes 

Attacks against 
the Medical etwork 

of the D.R.V. 

U. S aggres'lion against the 
Democratic R epublic of Vietnam, launched on August 
5th, 1964, has uc:en intc:nsifwd since February 7th, 1965 
and has become a large-scale destruction war. The 
U.S. Air Force has perpetrated monstruous crimes 
against the civilian population, razing to the ground 
entire villages and towns, destroying dykes and dams, 
mills and factories, hospitals and schools, churches 
and pagodas ... The thic~ network of Vietnamese health 
establishments, set up during the 20 years of people's 
power, has been subjected to particularly savage 
attacks. All these are premeditated crimes in view of 
the systematic way in which they have been undertaken 
and the massive means used. U.S. Defense ecretary 
McNamara has stated that the U.S. Air Force has 
photographed inch by inch the territory of North Viet
nam and that it is capable of finding out the smallest 
targets, being equipped with the most up-to- date 
detecting apparatuses. 
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l11c111 

At the very beginning of U.S. war escalat' 
February 7th to zoth, r965, U.S. aircraft . 

1
.
0n, lr0lll 

health establishments: the Quang Binl raided faur 
d. l · 1 Prov· hospital and the me ica stations of Ho X incia\ 

. d v· h K. . a to\l/n Vmh Thai an rn nn villages, in v· an1 
h f inh L· 

district. In the three mont s o June, July and A lnh 
rg65, alone, they destroyed 6 specialized hos .t ugust, 

6 . . l l 1. . p1 als and sanatoria, provmcia po ye mies and 10 d' 
hospitals in Quang Binh, Ha Tinh, Nghe An 1

15
hhict 

H S L d 'r B · . ' anh Hoa, Nam a, on a an .1. en a1 provmces Al 
all the big provincial hospitals of the D.R 'v mhost 

· · ave 
been bombarded, some up to II times, such as that 

· h t . o[ Quang Bm , or even r7 imes, such as that of Ba 
Tinh. Up to now, according to still incomplete figures 
more than roo health establishments from village t~ 
central level have been attacked. Most typical of U.S. 
barbarousness were the bombing raids against the 
K.71 T.B. Hospital, the medical centre of Yen Bai 
province and the Quynh Lap Leprosarium. 

The K.7r T.B. Hospital in Thanh Hoa province, 
with 600 beds, was one of the biggest centres of its 
kind in North Vietnam, with all necessary equipment 
for treatment and scientific research. From 1960 to 
1964, 1,821 patients were treated in this establishment, 
besides tens of thousands of out-patients. 
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~v -------- . The entire ~ . 4 more casualties. 
causing wiped out. 

attacks,. buildings was . 
tJlore·tal with its 60 Bai provincial capital, during 
uospi . s on the Yen om July 9th to nth, 1965, 

lll raid utive days, fr d f bombs on an area of 
consec d hundre s o h 

tbree . craft droppe klometrc occupied by t e pro-
l].S· atr balf a square _' 1 f the medical service, the 

tban h offices o t. 
1ess. l bospitaL t e . nd epidemiologic sta ion, 

·llc1a the hygiene a t. f 
vi . l school, . d that for the protec ion o 
!lled1ca t ation an tly 

anti· TB s . Fifty-eight persons, mos 
the d children. ded 
mothers an ere killed and ten others woun . . 

dical workers, w d troyed The consultation me . d. a were es . 
Thirty bu1l inos 1 b atories and all the treatment 

X rooms, a or , b 
rooms, -ray b d were demolished. It should e 

d ith 140 e s, · 
war s, w h le medical centre of Yen Bai pro-
n~ted tbat tbhe_l~ ~n an isolated hill and that the 
vmce was ui . . f 

't l bore red-cross signs v1s1ble from a ar. hosp1 a . _ 
The Quynh Lap Leprosarium, the biggest m the 

On July 8th, 1965, at 9 a.m . 40 jet fighter-bombers 
of the U.S. Navy dropped over one hundred 2,ooo· 
pound bombs on the hospital area, demolishing. 5° 
buildings, killing 50 persons, among them 5 medical 1 

workers, and wounding 45 others. Afterwards, on July 
14th and August 20th, U.S. aircraft again came for 

D.R.V., counted among the most important treatment 
and research centres of its kind in the Far-East. Com
prising 160 buildings, well-equipped, it could receive 
as many as 2,600 patients. From 1960 to r964, 4,000 
lepers were treated there, and more than r,ooo have 
been cured. The establishment was built on the sea
shore, in Quynh Luu district, Nghe An province, far 
from all populated areas and important roads, and so 
could not h b · . . . ave een m any way confused with any 
military target. 

~n June 12th, r965 at 8 pm bed-time for the Patients us . . ' · ., 
wave ' · · Jet fighter-bombers came in several 

s and dropped hundreds of b@mbs and rockets . 
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v· ietna .... 
'"Bse S \¥" h" t11qi it m the next ten days US . e. 

more attacks. All the I6o bu·id~ aircraft lllade t 
d h i ings of th \Ve\v raze to t e ground: dwelling 1 c centre e 

1 b t · · louses, treat Were a ora one , di pensaries dub t n1ent w 
. , s, s ores a d aras 

station : 139 patients were killed and' 11 a Po\ve; 
others wounded. lllore than lao 

At the cost of huge efforts the 
2 

. 
t f d . ' ,ooo surviv rans erre to an improvised r . 0 rs Were 
Q eception cent uynh Loe village. On May 6th 

1966 
re, in 

d . I 1U8~ ~n agam at noon, U.S. aircraft attacked ~h a.rn. 
mstallation, killing 34 persons and woundin e new 

Th 1 . . g 30 others. I e eprosanum once agam had to be m d 
. . ove to 

another site. But U.S. aircraft, still on its track I 
launched new attacks. On June 12th, 1966, at 

7 
and 

Io.15 a.m., June rgth at ro.30 a.m. and June 24th at I 
Io.31 a.m., tens of U.S. aircraft including B.57 heavy 
bombers, indiscriminately showered bombs, missiles and I 
rockets on the new site, killing three more patients 
(two of them were to · leave the centre the following 
morning after seven years of treatment) and severely I 
wounding eight others. 

All told, up to June 30th, 1966, the Quynh Lap 
. . . d l s had been sub· Leprosanum, m its old an new P ace • . h d 

. h .d . r79 patients a jected to 39 day and mg t ra1 s. 
been killed and 150 others wounded. 

. d U S barbarousness. Many similar cnmes expose · ·. 
1 

Day-U.S. 
On June rst rg66-Children's Internab~nal tation for 

h Th h Hoa med1ca s d I aircraft destroyed t e an . d the 500-be 
. f th s and children an ly-

the protectien o mo er i es t provincial po. I 
. . l hospital one of the b gg d wounding 

p~o:mc_ia D R V killing r4 persons an 
chmcs m the · · ., 

6:r 

J11(1CM·" . ital in the Highlands was 

h Bae That hosp .· e casualties included 
T e 66 The nm b d 

·8 otbersJ. ne :z:zth, I9 . th r on her deli very e . 
' d on u d a mo e 
caze atients an hosen for the attacks 
several p and stratagems c . of the U.S com-

times . . l intent10ns 
'fbe w the crunma ostly surprise mas-ly shO ids were m d 

clear d pilots. The ra t the patients' rest an 
nd an ducted a · 

!Ila ttacks, con f ' o'clock in the morning, ·ve a three ive y 
s1 . time: one, .' f 8 to II p.m. At en Jeeping th even mg, rom . 5 

or late in ~ t oded to fly past the hosp1-noon, . ft first pre e 
Bai U.S. aircra t get. then they suddenly came 

' d another ar · h 
ta! towar s d o1"ectiles on the area. At Quyn 

d showere pr · h h I 
back an . 1 ursued lepers gomg to t e s e -th y merciless Y P l 
Lap, e h hiding in hollows, and savage Y on crutc es or . d 
ters b lances on their way to the ra1de pounced on am u 
areas. 

With increasing barbarousness, the U.S. aggressors 
have criminally attacked the Vietnamese capital city. 
Raiding populated suburbs as well as industrial and 
residential quarters, they have dropped explosive 
bombs, C.B.U.s and rockets on Hoan Kiem, Mai Huong, 

Thanh Tri and Dong Anh Hospitals, the Institute of 
~lalariology, Parasitology and Entomology and recent

ly .Bach Mai Hospital, killing or woundmg many 
patients and medical workers. 

* 
The U.S. a 

of the D.R.~gressors have caused t?e medical services 
and installat' . considerable losses m men, equipment 

ions, from village to central level. Up to 
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the end of August 1967, according to still incom 
1 f . . Pete 1gu~es, 127 health .. estabhs~ents: village medical 

stations and maternities, hospitals, dispensaries s 
. ' ~~ tona, drugstores, drug-factories, treatment and research 

centres, institutes, training schools... were destroyed 
with a large part of their technical equipment. Hun
dreds of m edical workers (doctors, nurses, mid\~'ives, 
first-aid men , village health. workers ... ) and patients 
have been killed or wounded. A large number of scien
tific dossiers, the result of long and hard work, have 
been destroyed. 

* 
The U.S. aggressors' aims 

d. anize are clear. On the one hand, they strive to ts~rg . 
. ~k d alyse its acti· the Vietnamese medical netwo~ an par d 

1 . k d wounde o vities, in order to deprive the sic anl f the army 
· · · th mora e o medical care, thereby 1mpamng e h aim at 

· tl hand t. ey and the population. On the 0 1er . ' t of the 
h f . t ach1evemen s destroying one of t e mes kb ·ng consider· 

D.R.V., her health and medical networ ke1ble accomp· 
· as a remar a · a ed even by her worst enemies t is strik10o 

· Th contras e 
lishment of the new regm~e. fe the North and tbo~-
between the medical services o r's dense ne 

the forme rnbs, of South Vietnam, between means of bo ·he 
Work and the latter's indigence .. By t weakening i y 

h me time a awa Washington aims at t e :a le and doing 
eople s mora Orth Vietnamese P ' ysteJ.llS. 

the two s · hos· with the contrast between Vietnaillese od 
. t uction of North . part a 

The systematic des :: t blishillents is 
pitals and other medical es a 

of U.S. war escalation, aimed at terrorizing the 
parcel v· tnamese people and forcing them to surren
North ie D R V t ds 

d hindering the march of the . · · owar der, an 
socialism. 

The people and the medical body of the J?·R·-Y· 
have taken up the challenge and have succeeded m foil
ing those diabolical schemes: after three year~ ?f 
war, North Vietnamese medicine, as we shall see, is m 
better condition than ever. 
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List of main 

ical establishments 

. S. a ircraft. 

_ • iX<i -mg rt II age infirmaries and 
. . . maternitii· 

<o r::-eit as di:;nct hospitals and dispens · 
aries, 11101 

; - 11 01&e }mn:Jred in number. 1 

- \ inh Linh wne hospital 

- Quang Binh provincial hospital 

- ~ghe An provincial hospital 

- Thanh Hoa provincial hospital 

- _ -inh Binh provincial hospital 

- Nam Ha provincial hospital 

- Ha Tay provincial hospital 

- Hoa Binb provincial hospital 

- Son La provincial hospital 

- Vmh Phuc provincial hospital 

- Phu Tho provincial hospital 

- Yen Bai provincial hospita l 

- 1 uyen Quang provincial hospital 

- Bae Thai provincial hospital 

- Hai Duong provincia l hospita l 

r ------~ , 't bospital 
Vinb ci y . ty hospital 

.-- pinb Cl 

.-- )\fain city hospital 
Pl')ll LY . I 

.-- . ·ty bosp1ta 
T t Tfl Cl 

.-- \ te T.D. hospital 
- ~glle An 'f B hospital 

h Hoa . . 
- r11an t omous Zone hospital 

v· t Bae Au on . 1 
- ie t Autonomous Zone bosp1ta 
- North-Wes . 

h Lap Leprosanum 
- guyn p ·t logy and Ento-
- Institute of Malariology, aras1 o 

mo logy 
_Bach Mai hospital (Hanoi). 



On the Medical Front 
in Hatinh Province 

Ax iodous wind blowing from 

· ple~ the waters of the r iver Lam, a wide 
the sea np " . 
nbbon running between two mounta1:11s,_ at ~he Ben 
Thuy ferry landing. To the north, it is Vmh, the 
heroic city over whose ruins the U.S. Air Force has 

1
ost over 100 planes : on the oth er bank, the province 

of Ha Tinh, one of those h ardest hit by U.S. 
aggression. Hardly a day passes without U .S. bombs =g on t~ese parts, in the river it self or on either 

.'. and mnumerable craters surround th f 
I and mg. e erry 

As we drove further south th - . 
became ev ' e ::,1gns of the war 
1 

er more strik ina On 
>opes, trees struck b o· upturned mountain 
strewn about or poi~ :;ombs or cannon fire were 
remains of th e to the sky th \~1 h eir trunks L a . e charred 
left s~:n~:: damaged. ~o ~~~: ~;;;10ns .of Highway 
a.tnidst ga . t>· Our car jolted d ~e. ot a hamlet 
of a luna Pltng craters which an Jerked for miles 

As the r andscape. gave us the impres ion 
in ftotn llloon Went d 

the sea l own, U. l , ike Wild b . p anes came . 
easts Which roanng 

had been l . Ying 
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m wan and were now ruslung to the attack 
wa_ well calculated: in the villages, peo 

1 
· The tillle 

I d "-h d · p e \Vere f a:: t>ep, an on t e roa , tired drivers who h ast 
dri\ing without light during the night ad been 
switch on from time to time their small la' had tQ 

~Ye a diffused light in the midst of the ~~k:hich 
darkness. n1ng 

In all directions, bright flashes of lightnin b 
out followed by explosions. The planes, going urst 

k d t th . . g after true s an cars, ore e air with the hellisli 
roar of their jet engines. Bunches of flares dropped 

. . over 
ferries, pontoon bndges, crossroads and mountain 
passes and defiles covered the scenery with an 
orange-coloured ghostly dawn. 

Quick and efficient 
reorganization 

HA TINH, the provincial 
capital, is 350 km. south 

of Hanoi. R ebuilt from its ruins after 1954, it has 
been savagely raided by 7th Fleet planes since the 
first days of U.S. war escalation. They have completely 
destroyed it after ro7 raids, including 32 night attack:· 

. . . . ·th 00 inhabitant. This admm1strabve centre w1 13,0 t 

l k h l' day resor located near the sea formerly looked 1 e a 0 1 

1 ' . f d most V with its streets lined with filaos and its 1 y, . 
5
• 

No factone ' one-storeyed, houses. No military target. ·tdings 
. N ly a ll but except a small power station. ear ltural 

. l and cu of some importance were related to socia 

pron/ ." ndarY 
' .1ftdical . l the senior seco 

i• th l bosp1ta , 1 
incia d others. b 

. tbe prov ·s' college, an bombings was t e 
ll'elf,tfC. le teacheI ts of U.S. d and 220 

ol tl . t targe 'th II war s 
.;ebO , f tbe firs lyclinic w1 limits of the 

00.e ~a modern p~ area beyond the arked with 
bospita, ing a larg e hospital was m , d I 
ttds occupY o the fields. Th afar. It was bomoe 7 
tolln,close tquite visible fromb 'ldings were reduce d 

d cross . 1 All the u1 
a re ccess1ve Y· 
tiJDeS SU • 

to rubble. . f this medical centre m 
We visited the r~tns :edical delegation. After .a 

company with. a ~u a~ the place, Dr Ruben Rodn
tborough exammatJoHn o na made this remark: "One 

Id . from .iava , . 
guez Gava a, d the hospital. Ne1-

fnds any era ter aroun . 
hardly ithe arounds, nor on the enclosure, nor in 
ther on o · · 'th 
h t t 1'he bombs fell on the bmldmgs w1 t e s ree s. 

rare precision. The only possible conclusion is this : 

the U.S. pilots hit this hospital deliberately, accordmg 

to a carefully worked-out plan; for that purpose they 

had at their disposal highly efficient technical means." 

O~r guide, the deputy head of the provincial health 
sehrv1ce, observed : "You would have resented the 
arm done eve · · 

build' £ :n more, if you had known how much the 
mg o this hospital h d t 

are in a · a cos the people here. We region constant! 
and drought A y ravaged by typhoons floods 
feed . s an old saying go , ' h ' 

. on stones and th l es, ere the dogs 
ep1deinics e iens on pebbles ,, F . 
hospital Wewere rampant. To build . . am1n~ a~d 
twice th had to tighten o b this provincial 

e atnount of ur elts. The cost 
Yearly . Was 

agrarian taxes for the 
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~I 
whole province. The money \ a contributed b, 
people." J th~ 

Thank!' to the combined efforts of the 
the tate-wh1ch -upplied personnel anleop\e and 
equipment-the medical and health net"· technita1 vvOrk f 
Tinh was set up during . the past ten years of 

0 
Ba 

By 1¢~, when the anti-U.S. resistance be peace. 
province with 00,000 inhabitants, 8 districts gan, tbi, 
villages, had built, besides the provincial pol :~.d. 256 
dis . h . t 1 f b d y lOJc n 

edi
tncalct os?1 a s o 50 .e s

6 
each, and 259 viii~. 

m stat10ns, not countmg specialized dispe . . . . nsane, 
at provmc1al level, general dispensaries at distri~ 
le\.·el and many rest homes. The U.S. aggressors stt 
out t.o destroy this network. They d~stroyed all the 9 
hospitals and more than 50 rural medical stations. I 

" Our medical workers did not expect such barbar
ousness," the deputy head of the health service went 
on". "The Yankees did not content themselves with 
striking each of the targets once or twice, they struck 

till all of them were wiped out. For examplt, the 

Huong Son hospital was bombed ro times and that of 

Ky Anh, 15." 

* 

.d against 
The number of air rat s ,~ 1 

. . . . I J/o 

this small province goes beyond imagination flrsi' sis 
in 1965, 4,103 in 1966 and about .2.~00 for . th~ all tbe 
months of 1967. Like the provincial capita ' 6 villa· 
district centres have been razed. Each of the ~nd tbat 
g s has suffered 20 bombings on an average. 

140 111··· d bY 7th 
\ftd'"al of shells poure 

1At • -bowers 
de tbe s lities. d 

t incltl oastal Joca h the me -
·"' 110 toe c " boW as 

Jir sliips on . " I asked, 1 k after the 
fleet odit1ons, able to oo 

"111 sucb cof Ba Tinb been . dernics and preserve 
l ,ervice o the sick, fight ep1 . ;> " 

ira • d care for t the same tnne . 
\l'Ou11de ie's bealtb, all a . priority to pre-
tbe peoP continue to give the 

fo all fields, we bled us to keep down 
,, lJ> • h has ena . . 
. .;on work, wh1c . l v1· ce has representatives m 

•en" cdica ser . l t 
ca;"l)alties. Our. II1 t all levels, which see to it t 1a 

0rorn1ttee5 a · · t nc h ctefeoce c h lt 5 and commumcatwn re -
f trench s e er h 

networks o _ h All our urban centres ave 
dug evef) w ere. 

es are t d in time Our hospitals, also remoYed 
betn evacua e • . . . 
m good time to villages, go on funchonmg. vVh1le 

wing for the wounded and the sick, we have pushed 
fon1ard the movement of prophylaxis, the struggle 

agamst social and epidemic diseases." 

"Has the new situation required the reshaping of 
the provincial medical machinery ? 

w~'Talheredis nho need to reshape it, for in peace time 
rea y ad a t k 

iil!ages. We sim l ne wor extending down to the 
divid d . p y strengthened it It h b 
f e into four levels with . . as een 
lfSt, that of fa drfferent capacities . the 
td th rm co-ops gi f. . 

: e second, th '. ves irst aid to the wo d 
thtrd th at of village . un -
lllJpo~ at of districts, p f s, simple treatment : the 
the ance exce t er orms opera ti 

fourth p those on th th ons of some 
'iPc:rations ',, that of the pro ~ orax and the skull . 

. vmce ve • 
' ry specializ~d 
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" How did you solve the problem of cad 
of medicmes ? '' res and that 

" In conformity with instructions from the lif . 
of Health. we have taught war-time surgery 1n1

ster 
aid techniques to all our personnel. Ouranct first. 

tra · school and our system of short-term coui· 1n1ng 
ses h been working at an ever quicker tempo. W have 

begun to produce medicines on the spot. The d:v tve 
rnent of traditional medicine as a complernen~ op. 
modern medicine has, to a large extent, helped ma!~ 
up for the lack of cadres and drugs. It is the same 
for everything: to fulfil the great tasks incurnbent on 
us, we have taken a whole series of measures required 
by the situation, but they have proved efficient only 
because our organization has been so oriented as to 
serve the great masses, especially the peasants." 

A village medical 
unit at work 

SQUEEZED between Na
tional Highway Nor 
1 st villages of and the sea, K. r3 ranks among t lC. poore ·1 threaten-

the province, with its sandy alummous soi 

eel in turn by floods and droughts. economic-
. b h' d ther villages " We are laggmg e m o . " though we 

ally " admitted the Party secretary, _ land and 
, . t . prove our t have made great efforts o im B t on acconn 

· · t· syste m u • rs Pl·ovide it with an irnga ion . ·1ed for yea ' 
1 · 1 had preva1 t of particular conditions w Hca . l work, withou 

. ·t to med1ca w have given pnon y 

pro11t .. · , ar u1 Il· 
fedical the neces . ull 

),, 1!11 ft ven have ch to th con 
i 't e . d mu to tb woutdn ntr1bute t pre ent, we has co nd a 
wbich Its success our villa.ge ~ ' 

I p01ve~· rrieot of aggression. ff er d ons t::u~ t 
devcla~ce to lJ.S. local people c;u d thf' pro.·1-
res1sl t the . . ng standar ' the I the pas' The low l1v1 d mountains, 

In f food. amps an · atrr 
sbortage o 1 ria-infested sw f wells for <lrinkmg We 11' 

to rna a the lack o . 1 s - a 
rnilY ·ngwinds, of hygiene 1u · . 

dcarrY
1 

1 ·gnorance · d pidC'tnl , · san - t tboroug1 1 f diseases an c . 
I tbe rnos d to the rampage o l . st tim , malana 

tribute l tl t at 1ar v . 't I con f lks recal ia ' l tl at ther w rcn 
The old o o many peop e 1 l 11 

d to lay down s . . 'fra.choma aff tee a 

1 

use b · g the nee m. < • 

oughhandsto rm h ded by losing tlH'lf en of w om n 
the villagers: many l lera small-pox, typhu ... took 

1 

.. 11 Typhoid fever, c10 , 
,igi · · · · tb ·eal< ll t every epidemic ou I c • a heavy to a 

j It wasn't until r955 that K. r3 was able to "''. 'up 
a rudimentary health service, with a few vol u n tc c r,.,, 
It now comprises a 58-member staff s rving a popula
tion of 5,000 belonging to 6 farm co-ops. 

The vi llage health committee of s vcn m ·mbcr.., 
supervi:es the 8-bed medical station of the villag 
matenuty home . , a 

d . . ' an operatmg-room, a drugstore for mo ern medicines d 
Its head . an one for traditional mcclicin s 
. , an assistant doctor b 'd h' - . 
in that capacit . - '. es1 es is general duti 'S 
epidellliology ~' ~s. responsible for general hygi n .. 
tradl , raining of th t ff , 
th· I tonal 111edicin . e s a ' development 0f 

ieeother e aua first aid H . . 
llledicine members: an old . . . e is ass1~t d by 

, a nurse . practitioner of tr d"t · 8
Pec1alizing in t d. . 1 tonal 

ra it1onaI tned1 ine 
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..... 3 ~.-1·.-tant. Thr deputv head ., fNra o., - · •<.J.w 
'l t · 1.:; respon ible for the treat 

0nian 
. -,tanc~i . (If, . . . < n1ent 

· _ tbrr and child welfare, fight against nf 
a:i: sr-. mond maternity ; she i assisted by soc1a1 
.t::- j._-.es. a a nu~ 
and midITTfe. 

E h of the si:x farm co-op has its own h 
K . h . ~~ 

m charged with propagatmg yg1ene, tracking 
te.a:r • . . . . f . t .d out 
\lli.f'l! _ and epidemics, givmg trs a1 to the sick and 
...-(lunded before sendmg them to the village mect· 
" . . I Cal 
i=tanon. This is t~e first level m the ~ew war-time 
medical orgamsation. It has been parbcular!y r -. ~~ 
forced. The T.G. co-op for mstance, which includes 
five work brigades with 224 households and r,ofi 
per::.cms, has a nurse, a midwife, two health workers an~ 
-even hygiene propagandists and first-aid volunteers. 
Its first-aid station, installed in a solid shelter, is 
eqmpped for first-aid care and the evacuation of the 
wounded. 

* 

. The bridge leading to K.13, 
built across a brook with makeshift planks, has been 
~avourC;d with over roo bombs by the U.S. air force, 
1~ 21 attacks. The road leading to the heart of the 
village w· d ·t m 5 1 5 way among bomb craters. Numerous 
houses have been destroyed including the viUage 
school a d th ' C · 
tholics) n e c~urch (part of the population ar~ a 

·The medical post has been bombed three tunes· 

ft[ rdical Front ... 
l~ 75 

\ ·e were returning from a visit to th \ · . b e sea coas · 
three fighter- ombers came and d' ·ed when . 1v on a 

Jet dropping a total of 24 bombs 
!Jar!l ' • 

,, f{ow often has the villagr. been attacked i ,, 1 
JSked the head of the village health committee. · 

"This is the 308th raid." 

Instead of rushing to the bombed place however Ix> 
took me to his house. ' 

"Adequate measures have been taken ", he said. 
,, :.ry colleague Thuan is on duty today at the medical 
post. The co-op:s first-aid volunteers will bring the 
wounded there, if there are any. As for me, I must get 
ready for any eventual surgical operation. \Ve have 
half an hour to go. " 

Then he asked bis wife to serve lunch. 

The young physician was a volunteer health worker 
in r954, then a village nurse in r958. He got h:s 
diploma of assistant-doctor in r963, after three year5' 
study at the provincial secondary school of medicme. 
Soon after U.S. aggression started, he attended a 
short-term course in surgery at the provincial bo·pital, 
which he completed with a probation period at the 
district hospital. This newly-trained surgeon had so 
far performed 60 small and medium operation~, 
carried out with the assistance of the village taff. 

After a frugal meal taken in a hurry, we \Yent to 
the medical post. Just as we came in two wound d 
people turned up. 

. The first, who could walk by himself, had a wound 
in the forearm, covered with a piece of ga uze soaked 



ur hrome. Th ph\ ' ician on duty 11

1 - ' l~ rs Ti lmed him 'art>fully then ordered the nur 1uan. 
.:an se to b 

d ~ him. an. 

. 'o broken bones, " she observed. " No spt· 
inters he musd -. Look at what they have done at 
1 

1n 

Tue wound has been well disinfected, hasn't it ?~~el I. 

The -econd case was a serious one. The Viet· 
. . Illl-a w man - was lymg uncons~1ous on a stretcher. Eight. 

month pregnant, she had miscarried on the spot, after 

'txmg wounded by a bomb. She was brought into the 
operatina-room. 

I was a small room with wattled walls enclosed in 
solid earth ramparts. Below the ceiling, hung a white 
parachute (from a U.S. plane) which protected the 
operatmg table from any dust falling from the thatch 
roof. While the physician examined the wounded 
woman, his colleague bared a vein to make an inject· I 

10n of serum. Meanwhile, order was given to get ready 
to carry her to the d istrict hospital once the shock was 
over. Cnfortunately all the care was to no avail. 

"A bomb splinter has pierced the nght flan ' t . k " said 
ht phv:.1c1an " and probably the bowels and the u ed· 

~ ' · beyon ru· . Tb.erF- is nothing we can do. Such a case lS me 
b overco our means. But m any case shock must e 

b<:fore all opr:rations. This we can do." ded 
woun 1 In three years of war, U.S. bombs have 
50 

hare 
Yr,nr.- ttm:;e sc.on:: people at K.r3. More than ly seven 
~Jf-~ ,uccessfully treated at the village. On 
havr:: Lef:n sent to the higher level. 

• 

77 
. I ff01H··· ~ 

fffedica ----

011 tht ---- arrived, the co-op 
,,..,..-- When we h a 
- d . ve to cure trac om . 

d just launched a n sisted by a nurse of 
of ~.G. b~urse was in ~har:e; ~as hung in the main 

.\ \1 ~~:;. A large mosq~1to-:o~ecting a table holding a 
the c f a spacious hons ' pt y of instruments, and roorn 0 pan a ra 

·ene stove, a h' t o health workers were kero~ d ops T e w fl. 
h. Is of eye r . s to keep out the ies, p ia . 'd the net so a . . . 
orking ws1 e . . g eyelids admm1stermg w . ltat10ns, scrapm , eiving consu 

;emedies, etc. h 

th fourth co-op of the village to launc 
L.G. was . e which was to last a week. 600 people such a campaign, 

were to receive treatment. The fight would .go on later 

in the last two co-ops, until its complet10n toward 
late 1967. 

"After malaria," the village nurse explained, "tra
cboma constitutes the commonest social disease here : 

85°,, of the population are affected with it. Having 

done away with malaria in late r964 after a three 
years' drive, we started fighting trachoma in r96~ the Very :), 
1h t year of D.S. war escalation. Having attended a . . or ·term c . 
char, f our~e 1

0 ophthalmology, I was put in gc o the dnve a d . l 
tingrin e t . n espec1a ly assigned to opera-,, n rop1on cases At f' t 
Niw that we have · irs people were sceptical. 
lions and cured ti performed over 30 successful opera-
~'llites 1011sands of t · 
L the effic· pa ients, everybody reco-avt b iency of our Wo k All 

een cured ," r . entropion cases "\V 
CtJ!n1 .. hat other s . 

u-.tt?" oc1a1 diseases 

do you still have to 
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" Tuberculosis. We have, in the whole village 
7 ick with T.B. and 18 suspects, to whom we ha}ebopJe 

. f " • . ceeen aivincr a combmed treatment o nm1fon, b1ostimul· 
b b . . . 1nand 
subtilis. The d1stnct health ser:1ce supplies the medi-
cines free of charge. Here aga1~, we depend on level 
1 on the co-ops, for the care given to the sick 0 • · ur 
physician, Mrs. Thuan, supervises the treatment and 
examines the patients every month." 

Together with the fight against social diseases, great 
efforts have been made to prevent epidemics. There has 
been no outbreak for many years. Under the supervi
sion of the village health officers, the health workers 
of the co-ops make vaccinations. Epidemiological acti
vities have been greatly stepped up since U.S. aggres
sion began, for we must take precautions against even-

tual bacteriological warfare. 
. . . n mother and 

There has also been stnkmg progress 1 t vo-
6 01 of the pregnan 1 

child welfare. Since 19 5, roo ~0 . • So<Yc of the 
men have had prenatal exammahons ·d. al opost and 

l at the me ic , 
deliveries have taken p ace f the co-ops' mid. 
the rest at home under the care o ls has been 

d sanitary towe · Is 
wives. The use of soap an . 11 mona young gir 
spreading day by day, especia Y ~ ~hough begun 
and young mothers. Family planhn1~~~th rate hav10~ 

d d effect t e 6'an 
not long ago, has ha goo f r964 to 3.6% in r9d Jwitll 
decreased from over 4% be ore b. are vaccinatelY see 

11 born ha ies · tar z 6CX in 1966. A new le particu olid, 
• 

0 
. ll-pox. Peop d with 5 . B C G and agamst sma . rovide . t!Je1r 

· · · d children are P bin1ng e 
to it that women an h lters corn viJlag 
well-kept and well-ventilated S e's U.nioJl, tne 
efforts with those of the Women 

]Vfedical Front ... 
on the 

h officers personally take care of the establishment 
)Jealt ·es to enable mothers to perform the various 
of nursen . . 

quired by the resistance. tasks re 
F" ally, an extremely important part of the medical 
d

1

~ealth work at the village is the movement of 
~n iene and prophylaxis, an outstanding achievement 
aigvi llage level. All families have double septic tanks : 
every two or three households share a well. A drive 
has been launched to build public and family bath
rooms and, for the first time, preparations are being 
made to give vermifuges to all children : piperazin to 
those under three, santonin to older ones. 

The district : 
the decisive link 

F . i carrying in a h our gir s took turns 
bombing raid, t:m:nock a man gravely hit during a 
toiled for s· h he Kyanh district hospital. They 
cut ix ours over d. t 
on up by rivers Which ha is ance of zo kilometres 
lllobrn·akeshift brid ad to be forded or crossed 

ihzed th ges. Able-bodied men ha . b 
' e Women d vmg een 

i "The rnan o even the hardest jobs. 
n the af Was Wounded th 
the h , . ternoon," s .d e day before yesterday 
th o~p1ta1 a· a1 the acco . ' 
i/ught it irector. "At the .mpan~mg nurse to 

is conct1·t Was a simple village mf innary we 
ton Wound · th ' 

got Worse and lil e gluteus. But 
Worse." 



.. B~ careful the next timC", " he <>aid <:oftJv 
\·I at--e nur . hi" pupil not long ago. " Th<" co~t to h 

• .1. , d l . I tact11);) f the rrct .. •'1'll011!111 1'a rn 1s s 1ould have m d 
tlunk of a wound m the abdominal cavity." -a e Von 

The phy-ician, helped by his assistants, started the 
oper..i 1on m the light of a mantle lamp, in a spaciou 
ar1 :ohd helter. Two nurses standing on stool 
poJred t-ach an electric torch at the operating tablt. 
The surgeon searched the wounded man's abdomen, took 
o:.: a bomb splmter the size of a pebble, and hav1n~ 

t _ wn up two holes in the bladder, put the bowels m 
orde: before clo;;mg the abdomen. 

"Tht<: is hi third operation in the day," the nur;eon 
du: told me. "We have another surgeon, but he i· 
c.ttendmg a quick-training course in ORL at the provin
oal hospital. The woman physician who helped a 
tilQJ:n{:nt ago rs rather a gynecologist. She has been m1t

H td m surgery sinct the war began, like the rest of 
~ff." 

"And do you know what the phy.,;ician was 
formt'rl)?" another nurse asked me . "A p:ied-
1:tn !.. He learnt to handle the scalpel not Jong before 
U ..... aggre:.s1on began and he l1as performed o\·er 300 
OJ:Kration · 'l he day before j estuday, tht'y brought us 

• 

0~ ~•man \\1th a bad wound m the head. We we~ 
~ t1l 1lus alttrnative: to let her die, the pro\1ncia 

(JSJJ.1.4l btm too far away; or to attempt to save her. 

l J•ront ... 

~f1d•'" d the 
"',~ kull and performe 

d her s h d me a ,, o openc I " The nurse " owe . 
,orgeo ccessfully . h ad wholly wrapped m 

t on su th her e f th 
ratl ornan w1 . f tty in a corner o e Ullded w as moanmg so 

trJ • who w _,1a,ge;., 

'111'-' • • the pae-s1ielter. . started, Dr Dien - . 
' S aggre~s1on f appendt-uofore lJ. . d to operate on cases 0 

"" h d \eame . 
) atn't - a f rm Caesarean operations. 

•1s and to per o S lat1.on he set out to prac-.. f u esca , . 
In the first days o . '. t d suraeons of the provm

He ass1s e t:> d 
•·;e war surgery. d operated on the wounde .... h came an . 
oal hospit~l w o he himself operated under tbeIT 
:n the district. Then in the same method that the 

guidance. I~ was follo:f gthe district hoqpital were 
entire surgical tear.n . t has trained other sur
tramed. And Dr Dien m urn 

geons for the villages. l ·-
. of his hosp1ta 15 ~ow that the surgical secb~n f ur secondary 

h . k. f settmCY up 0 
m order, he is t m mg 0 

t:> • ·uages amonrr 
five or six v1 surgical units, one for every . 

1 
as to spare 

the farthest from the district hospita ' so 

the wounded dangerous journeys. t ')'• 

h . king of at presen . "Do you know what I am t lil b le urgtcal 
t p a mo 1 -the doctor asked me. "To se u d, the ~taff. \Ve 

team of the district. \Ve have air::~ )-urgicll m•tru-
hll have to provide ourselves wi b t a cou;h 

mbulance, u lllents, and a car. . Tot an a 

tar for all roads." t. 
0

.., of hi--
h other ec 1 

The doctor showed me to t ~ able p~ :-.. :in 
hospital, which has made consider 

1.1-v.s. 



1·· 

l ~ 
tl antt·U . n' 1.:;t,rn c bf'gan. An<l pa1 lie 

1 lC • • u arly 
phamiacy. Ile :-:ml: · 11"' 

.. \\ ithont art1fir1<1l ('rumc:., for rx.1mplc', Pract 
nothmg could be done at the basic l<-vel. 1 hi·~~~ll} 

e -~"r\· for first aid a well as the tr< tt 1t• n<'l -..::-,, . · • rncnt 
numt rous current diseac:.es, first of all that of _ Of 

1 . , "eriou 
<'a~ of mfantile d1arr ioea. 

The woman pharmacist told me of the act 
I \'tltl 

of her ::-ection. 

.. £,·ery month we. prepare roo li~res of salt and 
duco~ serums, 1sotomc a~d hypertomc," she said. "If 
need be, the figure n:ia~ nse to 500. We also prepare 
nonx:ain at 0.25°1

0 , mJectable Epsom salts and, from 
i</iJ onward, drinkable subtilis, highly appreciated b\ 
our rural physicians for diarrhoea, dysentery and oth;r 
infernon:>. And a dozen traditional drugs from local 
mt:d1cmal herbs, some of which may be used instead 
of antibiotics. " 

Smee the war began the district hospital has been 
entrusted with a 11ew task : the training of cadres for 
the co-ops and supplementary traming for the village 
staffs. After a quick training course on defence against 

(henucal and bacteriological warfare, in 1967, it 

opened a six-month course for nurses, with 63 ~rl 
pupils. 

Tl,<:: chief physician of the district is assisted by an 
assistant pb . . . a· pen~3.f\' ys1c1an who is m charge of a is · · 
t<Jmpr1smg s· t· . · 1 gy ·ma· _ ix sec wns: hygiene an<l e p1dem10 ° · 
lanologru . fight . . . derma-

)J • agamst trachoma · phtis10logy · . 
Wlogy; mother and child care. O~e must also mentioll 

1 

··'1cril Front ... 
I /14 ,\}' "' , ~ 

n:;.--
t shop of pharm1.Ceutica.l prorlnctc; which ., ll 

c;ta e l . l , " 
tbC cc; and buys mN 1< ma h<'rb~: anrl finallv tho 

,11c1n . . A t . -t1lc . ri·il Mcd1cinc ssoc1a ion wlnch while runmn 
'f° ;ic\ttlO ' . ' 
,r, ·atizcd infirmary, co-operates with the 1 r·al h 

~pCCI< ' 
[\ -
;efV!CC'. 

, cler th<' colonial regime, th<·re wac; only on nurse 
cnthc whole ch<strict. Today, in spite of intensive 

for . . t' d. l b<>rnbings, ttic d_1stnc s mP Ka network has bnlha:itly 
· d out all its tasks. All the med·cal posts of th,., carne . . -

28 villages of the district have been work.mg well and 

00 
epidemics have broken out. 

* 

At K. we had seen how urgent cases were dealt W!th. 
~ow, in C. district we tried to see bow a campa 211 of 
general hygiene and prophylaxis was conducted. 

Five years ago, in 1962, the situation was far fr 
bright in C. In the sprmg, an epidemic of influenza bro'. 
out,affecting 42,000 people (half the populat·on of whom 
42 died. It was followed by numerous cas~ of diarrhoe 
and dysentery till the end of the year. The :.amra.ry 
ffi;\chine of the district, which then comprised ar a -
sistant physician, two nurses anu a midwife, w 'f!~.bl 
to jugLtlate them, the organizat10n at the b:i.stc .. ·_

being still very poor. The distnct People" · ·~· _,. ,. 
h Id h!em of L .. · e an emergency session on the prol _ . .. 
a d d t tren • te,. •·· · 
n many dectsions were adopte : 0 -

-----(') T · the <li:.tn-·t. he highest organ of power 111 

-· 



::-- 1·11'1 >1n111r.,,. S 

~ 
mN.i ... a.l and sanitary nenrork at a ll level<>, to etnuJ 

d d t · t · h ate h., rhe most adY.:rnce is nc m t e field of h , . 
· d b ' ld h · y giene and prophylax is, an to u1 a osp1tal for the dis-

tn t. 

~ \·a-.t mowrnent of hygiene and prophylax1·5 - - . . wa~ 

l:mnched. to~ ether with a campaign to mobilize mate-
nal wealth and manpower to build the hospital. Inau

gv.~a<ed in mid - 1964, the hospital was evacuated to 
the villages at the beginning of U.S. aggression, before 
:~ site was bombed. 

The objectives put forth were daring, considering the 
pre\a.iling social conditions and the means available. The 

<heft of draught animals, frequent under the old regime, 

had caused the peasants to share their houses with their 
:m.Halots or oxen ; it was necessary to persuade them to 

build stables far from the dwelling houses. The people, 
fon:nerh- used to relieving nature at any place they found 
COD\·ement, had since made noticeable progress by build
ing family latrines, but these did not fulfil hygienic 
rt:qi:irements; it was necessary to pull them <lown and 
l:r.1 1ld ne · d - w ones with double tanks. The use of Pon 
u-ater wa:. th"" f · 5 · 1t '-source o numerous digestive disease · 
W'G.!> ilf::{(::S~rv t a· F' lly' h · 0 ig welts to get drinking water. ina ' 
t 1 ~ neglect of body care, due to the lack of proper 
Pl.ii(ts for that . d. ases 
anti h purpose, was the cause of skin ise 

~ 'Jt tr aff tcti sarY 
tr> bu ld ons among the women: it was neces 

i bei.th-rooru D lls and 
ba h- s. ouble septic tanks, we f 

ruoms, su<.h w · t. •es o 
t , • ere the three ma1· or objec 1\ 

- alQvement f · tbe 
or rural hygiene and prophylaxis, 

., 
J 

Jl[l'dir<tl f •ront... 
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£1H '!.---- - ------------
double septic t ank requiring more care as to its con
~truction and use. (**) 

for the peasants, it was a real revolution in thtir 
way of living, the more difficult to carry out because 
of the acute shortage of manpower and building mate
nals, the district being in an entirely sandy reg:on. 
The medical and health service received in this 
tickiish work the valuable help of the Party, the admi
mstration and the education department, as well as 
of the Youth, \\7 omen's and Old Folks' organizat.ons. 
A whole campaign in the political and sanitary fields, 
with the participation of all branches of activirr, was 
conducted as the war had already begun. 

At present, in the whole district, stables are buiI 
away from the houses, there is a double septic tank 
for each family and a well is shared by five or six 
families. Family and public bath-rooms are under 
construct ion. 

The old folks often say that in the year of the 
Buffalo, about 1938, cholera and small-pox epidemi -
caused 350 deaths. The 1945 great famine killed ~-o 
people, not to mention the cholera epidemic th:i• fol
lowed. Malaria, prevailing chronically, decimated ;:he 
llOpulation every year. . 
. At present the p easants although still poor, ear ht>tr 

~111, have enough to wea; and send their_childro .,l_. 
:i<:hooJ Th 1. . l h . - \"ell ltcrhMi .. .. ,. v • ey ive in c ean ou e::., • ~ . . ·' 
. entiiated, with , at the far end of the gar kn, a ' '.··~:, 
a.nd a d . t . h1•e,,~. -:,.·, . 

ouble septic tank, m mos ca-...e.., 

(;:---
) See Vietnamese Studies 'o o, pag~' qt>. 
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~----------~~--~~--~~- ~ 
fr from m<>ll . nd flic • 'I ht \\1<'115, clui:: alin 

Hf\ :-her<' m each ham!< t, are' pro\•idnl v.ith 
c • i · ra 1 'd 

!an . fanuht - ha\·e t1w1r own privat b 
· · • e au). 

roorre 0th r • unable to get bncks, have plan '1 
for ·tus p~ four little hedge5 of hibi<;cu::., Wall f 

lle'f}- and fiowtrs behind which the women t~ 
dally baths. 

.At che pro~incial 
el E:Jf- ufficiency 

ill the main 

THE X-ray section of 
the provincial hosp;tal 

i;ras th~ las to be installed in its rural settmg, 
after he town had been evacuated. Its buildmgs, 

.m mud walls and palm-leaf roofs, were similar to 
any p<;asG.nts' hooses. The X-ray room, curt:ained wirh 
~· c cotto11 blonktts, contamed a Roentgen apparatus 
mGrlt !.D D.:-esden which bore many holes left by 
bomb spl ntt:rs. 

"I as almost buried under the ruins of the ho;.. 
fntaf • sa1d the X-ray spec1ahst. "It:. removal was 
mad•. on !Iltll's backs. Th<: Amencans will ne\'ef beline 
tha.t our Lr~p1tal is still workmg. But our stetton 
~ f:\. i. d a - en D':fn strengthened. \\'c have just receive 

.. ITJ p-.. rp-JS.t X-ray apparatus and a power generator 
h>m the ~ . 
· • - ::iirJ\ltl Coi<Jn." 

~e 1~ mt to his n~w machines installed in t\\'O 

so s.htlters. An X-ray specialist, h~ was happy to ba\t 

tlr~ ,\trtfit.11! I rm1I • &., 
~ ~--~~~~~--~----~-----..::.:.. 

,.,..0 t back to his speuality, af <.'T sr~ t' d vet" ..,.. - ~ e~ 

t 
. ..l to untcry. 

~'O eu -

,, At the beginning of the war, we W'!'re s ort of 
ctitioners. I learned t0 handl~ the sraJn.>I in hr jll! pra r -

rnonths before being assigned o a roobile team .• -
that e\·eryth~ng11 is in order, hPre I a:n n X-ray 
:peciali., t agam. 

The surgical section was installed m a neumbou: 
village. Well-camouflaged communiration trendies led 
to tbe operating theatre half ·unk m the grouoo, and 
large enough to receive five or ;,·x pat1ent5 'lt a u::ne. 
The chief '>urgeon ha\·ing gone to a re£re., r cour~ 
on ::,kull and thorax sur;;ery m Hanoi, 1 wao le 
by his deputy. 

" Of all the section:; of the ho,p•ral, " said the 
surgeon, "our:, has had to make p<:rbap-, th b _,est 
efforts in face of the task; required by the war. Oar 
whole establishment has contributed to our 
putting at our <l1spo3al the best mean· and the be 
cadres. All the hospital staff have been trained m ·nr· 
;;ery and first aid practice. Eveo our accoun.am coo.d, 
if need be, work as an assistant to a -ur!!eon. We Ind 
only thn:'e =>urgeon.;, and yet, when cht: war -.m. 
wi:- were .ible to form three tt.~, t:. ch bk to 

optrate on two patient" at a um . One " ... n ut: 
at the provincial hospital, while the t orhe-c 
tQ help at the lower lewis. At pre· nt, e. ch dt 
bas its own surgeon, or rather .... nre-"t'Ou.,.. and e 
no longer have to go out 30 often. We ran de\ • 
our-:;,.lve:, to scriou,; case:-. requmng "-pt'<"tJ.I c 
rahons." 



~Sp.'\111,1 .. ------< 
Doctor Thanh, the anaesthetist-reviver t 

1 _torr of one of those difficult cases. A 14~Vo d Ille th~ 
-' . ear-old wa ~ brought to the hospital in a cm· !S1r1 

. . i-coinat condition, with a hole m the skull and a 0se 
. . f b b' . tl cerebr-1 hernia. Victim o a om mg 111 le forest, she h d d 

laymg under the rain for 24 hours before she w~ f~~en 
by her relatives. Green pus had gathered over he nd 

· rpart~ 
necrotized wound. Half of her body was paralyzed. · 

"It was our first operation on the skull. It took us 
two months to save the little girl. Gradually she 
rerowred the use of speech and did exercises under 
our watch. When we sent her back home, she was able 
to walk and move about in a normal way." 

"How did you manage to stop the bleeding in the 
brain during the operation?" 

"As we did not have the necessary instruments at 
that time, we burnt the blood vessels with a red-bot 
bicycle spoke. " 

"Do you possess a stock of plasm a and blood ? " 

"W d 
e epend on the wounded's relatives. If neces· 

sary, we give our own blood. This many of us have 
done our h ' f 

' c ie surgeon in the first place. " 

Surgery has m d · h since th a e great progress in Hatin 
fo c· walr began. Exereses of the liver and the lungs, 

nner Y done 0 I · . ·1al 
are; no n Y In ma1or hospitals in the capi . ' 

w performed h l d brain 
ab cec;ses d ere. Surgeons have tack e . d 

an tumor!'; th quire standard f -, us going beyond the re 
or a prov· . 

1Ilc1al hospital. 

. -. ---

, 

tW 
r, lfr(ll Fro11t... $l9 //If JI t:.l :__ ________________ _ 

. . the same sp irit that a ll the other sections of It !5 JO r • 

·t,.,l are workmg. fhe section of gynaecol0gv and boSpl " ·• 
the . s 1·s able to deal with the more current d1st:ase-: b tetnc 0 5 

f the neck of the womb, metritis, endocervitis, 
ulcer o . I . b 

Vl.tis uterine pro apsus, cyst m t e ovary ... At ::-.:ocer , 
e. ction of ophthalmology, a mobile team has bern the se . 

ed to operate on cataracts. In oto-rhmo-la11 ngo-
forrn ·d· · 

they have begun to operate on masto1 iti.:;, retroJogy, 
baryngian tumors and are prepared to deal with 

p s of deafness due to bomb explosions. In thi> case . . . 
tion of stomatology, dental pro·thesis 1s being 

sec · f 
introduced... And in each section, the training o 

personnel for the lower level is ~n f~ll "-WID~: ~r~at 
efforts are made to provide every distnct ho~p1tal with 
new sections: ophthalmology, stomatology, oto-rh1~0-
laryngology, laboratory work, and even X-ray sernce. 

* 

Together with the mainly 
t . . . . f tl l l' n'tc the ix pronnnal cura 1ve activities o le po ye i , · 

]. . . . h . ff t to evtencl a \a-.t ndw rk t ispensanes )0111 t cir e or s ·" ' . 
f f P" Tht" d1v1-.1 u o prophylaxis down to the arm co-o - · . , 

II thJ.t thcrt• 1-. .1 of work h owever does not at a mean 
' ' t · ...,k.:; ,\ hO'[" t I cl<'ar-cut separation brtween the two a. - ., ,

1 
~ 

. 1 la -i<; h\ it' t , ,u . , .l is exprcted to contribute to prop 1Y x · 
1
. 1 , 

d1" 'n lt'\ · ' ' ' t• «nd fficacious treatment, and a · p<. · . h 
d . . . . l .:;t ll pn1t: t )l1 , \h .. 

oing prc,·rntivc work, mn~t JOL~l n' n, e. , ,
1
,d dh .l"" 

and such rpidrmics or dealing with - . 
1 

, 
1 

) •he 
Tl . l l i , I ••u1r .uh.' ~ • 

. 1e six dispensaries give fr 11 ' 

district dispensaries. 



Th~ . hri. rlqxn ar~r. the olo t, \\a 
n th t'a~1 oi mob1l anti - malaria t 

'ain up m 1 ::.;. Aft r a p<>nod of tudy to \\·ork OU 

;r>~ 1 ra c-hart of the provmce, a largt - cale off 
, .un bed in 1062, O\'C'I" va_c;;t malaria-info C'd 

d bY ')~o. oo inhah1tant . T<'n_ of b 
. -- n1 

:::fr made up of villa c ~anitary officers 
- : A- pr<>:-rnt, in -pite of P ... aggrcs<:ion, Hat 

l-"Ically done away with that couri;c. 

Tb opbthalmological dispensary, which conducts 
the i1::!ht agam_ t trachoma, has set up a vast net~ort 

anned by hundreds of specialized nurses und!i 
· e ~uper 'ision of ophthalmolog1sts. In 1966 alone 

is network gave 57,350 consultations and treatee 
,(){)() panents, of whom 9,750 have been cured. 

• 1. xteen po·t<; for Entropion operations are wor"mg ::i 

t.he vtllagec;, hanng performc d 2,540 operation~ in 

J6s and 196(). The fight, wluch has been stc pp<'d up 
sp1 e of the \rnr, will be Jong, the rate of morb1d.ry 

lll the pro\·mce amountmg to 78.36~0 · 

The di pensary of phtisiology carries its work a 
thrtt levds · tbr> pro\'ince, while directing the nernoik, 
n n~ a :.p(nahzed clmic with 60 beds for gran' ca ~ 
t iii~tr (t tracks out T.B. cases and supt-r\t 

· I are I.;. n tn·atm nt: at \ ill-J;.w lewl, mcd1ca c be 
':! \<.~J "' t J<.f m ant1-'J B vo::.ts (which nurnter H n Ult • 

pro .. t vr at home. Jn It/J7, 
3

,17:; tul)t'nul -
person~ m 25& v11l<l."<'S rece1v~d tr~atmcnt; ,acclll. 

hon '> h B.C.G. \\<-r made to 5,175 J <:wbon• b.-i 

, 

of th 
il 

to I), nd o 2 /h> 

t;%flC· ary of d r:na olryzy. w 
fbe dt IX'n· wl11ch ha~ t c;k!O d1 a_-.(><; 

currt'n ar cond1 ion itch. im~ 
due to w tr~atmt: nt to 24) I JY'r'. 
continuou t h >me <l ~nd on b done a ' 
\t'hK i~ 1 {Toe to..,eth r with pa 

on- anc r::- I 
"" .. the p oplc of he p a work amon_ 

.?O-bed chmc of denn tol 

der con tructton. are un 

d . n:;arv for mother and chlld c The I"P - bv. 
mten ivc work to propa~ate wom n., 

f ' d1 <l~t OD J the tre::im nt o "omen 
to the lv alth of the n wborn. P ) 

see-; d f'V't5 
part in ::. tmg up nursencs, an p<' 

con rol. In 1966 alone, 2, ..!5 cxh1 lt 

ion attended by 21o,ooo ~" n 
l rlzt ba 11 .. the pro\·mce to popu a 

women's h\ gi ne, espt:c1 ... llly h;.it c 
- · I •h am pre mancv and nur::.lll"'. n ~ 

. l \\ th t 1 'l'b rave I ' ,500 COil~U tatlOil " 

".> n tar t' of the ~·tate l r ... 1de, 400,000 

me uumber nf pauue t:re td 
women pea ant-., \\ho d1d not u hem 

f lnt rn 1.t l, I~ q, on the occd51 n o 

D,n a la · - al ca.mp.u n J:! 
- ' f 

\' nu1Iu •t..-s to -6,ooo t.hihlr n r 

. l he , te o IX'P l.J.tt 
hJ65 to ~.~u 
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The dispf'nsary of hyg· , • H UC' and · 
nt'WC'st, ha-; bC'cOm<' then ·t cp1deiniol . 10s m1port. f ogy 
ot the fundamt ntal conC<'{>t ,lJl one, on .l·' the . . ion of \ •('co 
nwd1cmc and also of th, . , . orth Viel Unt l I ( qu11 cnwn (..; f ll<ltlle 
nunncd l)\ a ia1-...-c shff . l · 

0 
thr wn 1 ~(· 

• . 1-- • ' • inc ndm" :-in . '
1 

• t 1, 
,l :-p't' .lh-..t in ('nnl l'' <)ll' 1· 1-- ' <'ptdetn1o[(i. · 

_ ' ~ U \SC,\S<''i l g1~t 
.l \\t"ll.rn ph.u-m \<'I'' • , ,\ )JCft'rinl ' 

. , , , ~l\. .1-;-.:.i-.t .1111 )( . og1s1 
.. '!'t' , l I \ 'St I 

• • l ' lllll':-t s .rnd I \I) . . . r1.1ns 'nd ) ' tli,1101'\' ll 

l\ Y:. i wn!1 \\ "ll , · ,ls:-1stanfs lt , - tqmnr)td l I . ·· r 
• ~{'->' "\ -l rt ,\ 1nr.1fort(' ' . , 
::- . _•·· r .\Tit. ,, St 1.'n0n m \\'hich , . :-, ,1 power 

. \.nrn l~nr· .rnnnnl-.:. 'T"C' r· · ' :-. " fabrd 

s~nC'i: t '- """' 1 l h , - "·'· 1::- ment 1'n - . f'I~ • ' lfll) I 1t }1a· d 
..-.::-t- ... ··' work 1."f hY·~ , '..I '' '::.. con ucted 

on ~t' \as: n~twork -h~ (I Ill awl prophylaxis, rehino 
de ' . W' IC l CO\'l'fS the whole : e 

wn to the remotec;t f . provmce, 
puseYePn,: work th - a1~ co-ops. Thanks to this 

bo':_5t 6c ~ do~ble e "pro:mce, by June 1967, could 
II,, oo bath-rooms. th_ept1c. t.anks, r6,ooo wells and 
of major works f. e bmldmg of these three kinds 
in 11 o rural hvu-·e 'II a the village· b -' o1 ne WI be completed 

s y 1968. 
)fa.,,s va · . . - cc1nahons h 

multiple vaccinat. ~ve been regularly carried out. 
ch I ion in a . I . 

0 era, typhoid f . ' smg e mjection against 
nat C\er and . . ions again-,t t t paratyphoid fevers : ,·aw· 
polio · e anus wh · myelitis and ' - oopmg cough, diphtheria, 
dan""'r f small-pox C . h ~ 0 biologic 

1 
· onsc1ous of the possible 

~-tS<: preventive a warfare, the population asked for 
ut'"J?an n . measures s· . - ' o epidem

1
· h · mce IT. S. 3aaress1on 

outbreaJ cs aYe b oo : of typhoid f _ . roken out, except a minor 
9 persons . ever in M ed Ev' in Ductho d ay rg66 which affect 

... ry fam·1 an wa . d 
1 Y bas b . 5 immediately jugufate · 

een given a vaccination booklet. 
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~ 
the tran c; port problem has become harder to cope 

f\S 
1 

th<' dispensary has procluced by its own efforts 
WI! I, . · 

I 
ffcr<'nt culturC' mcrlrn. an<l powdered ..,ubtilis · 

l~ C I • • ' tiirY arr stuclying llH prPparat1on. from local materials 
if reined ic"i ag,11 n<;t ccrta 1 n dwm1cal wc:<i pons. 

( 

The secondary medical 

school of th<' province has had its classrooms and labor
atories scattered in several villages where p<:<e>ant 
families play host to its 700 pupils. It has grown in 
intimate association with the provincial polycLnic 
which provides it with most of its teachers and a ba3-e 
for clinical practice. It is composed of two sectlolli: 
medicine and pharmacy, in which assistant-phy"icians, 
nurses and midwives, assistant-phannacists and labo

ratory assistants are trained. 

The school director explained to me: "The new 
Circumstances compel us to achieve :::df-suffo:1ency in 
the main and in all fields. To put this into practKe, 
the cadres play a decisiw role. We haw· succeeded in 
setting up a whole network I sa\ network - which 
enables us at present to carry on ~ornethmg like ~etf-
reproduction." 

"Perhaps you mean that yonr establi~hmcnt i:- abk 
to train enough cadres to satisfy present demand-..)., 

b " We aim at satisfying not only immedi:itf' ne d~, 
ut also future needs, when pe;,ice i:: rc-:-tort>il. 
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iet11a111cse S 

Besides, we are training d 'ltdi e, 
. . ca res not 

also m dmics and dispens . only at sch 
anes · 001 b 

courses, seminars and practr·c I . ' in quick- t .' Ut 
a \~ ork " ra1n1· "H . ng 

as the war required 
culums?" a revision of th 

e currj. 
" There are no great chang 

. h es as to c . 
some m t e organization of st d. urncuiums b 
stress on first-aid practice ~ ies . .Naturally we' I ut 
new situation, we must ac·h. an War medicine. In thay 

1eve bala b e 
macy and medicine and i·t h b nee etween ph 
h 

' as ee ar. 
P armacists and labo t . n necessary tot . 
t ra ory ass1sta t rain 
empo. To mobilize local reso n. s at a quicker 

we ac d urses m a b cor considerable . etter way 
medicine, in both th i~portance to tradition 1' 

erapeutrcs and h a 

Medical supplies and 
traditional medicine 

A 

p armacopoeia." 

t the State Pharmaceut-
the director h ics Shop of the province 

s owed ' 
bombed. Limited 1 me a telegram : "K.A. shop 

osses R "It · · eport follows " 
" is the third att . 

Each of our d t . ack on that shop," he told me. 
t ts net bra h wo bombings B t nc es has undergone at least 
thr· fir t · u the damag h b . . · s days w h e as ecn limited. Smee 
Th ' e ave t k ose of the p . . a en care to scatter our stores. 
30o . rov1nc1al h . small depots s op have been divided into 

entrusted t o the care of the people, 
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~ 
. . a radius of several kilometres. The basic 

w1th!O .. 
d·fficultY was how to get med1cmes, which so far had 

1 mostly from the capital. Our stock was small 
corne . 
and the enemy fiercely raided communication lines. 
some proposed to reduce our activities and let the 
opulation manage for themselves. We rejected that 

~efeatist solution. The medical and sanitary network 
having been set up, it was necessary to give it a 
worthy supply service. We decided to step up our 

1 activities vigorously. 

The workers at the pharmacy tried to set up, 
parallel to the network of medical-sanitary posts, one 
of village drugstores. The school of medical officers 
started training assistants to look after those drug
stores and at the same time, organise the planting, 
gathering and buying of medicinal herbs, for local 
consumption as well as for supply to the higher 
level. The motto was : "Produce for your own needs, 
find supplies on the spot. " In 1966, the 256 villages 
of tlie province were provided with 262 drugstores and 
each of them with a two-sao ('"') garden of medicinal 
herbs. 

A large - scale campaign was conducted through -
out the province to fully exploit local medicinal 
resources. Combining their efforts, the Pharmacy 
section of the provincial health service and the 
Traditional Medicine Association mapped out a cha.rt 

(*) One sao: 360 sq. metres. 
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of di tribution of local medicinal 1 . . 1erbs Th 
duced the cultivation of ginseng and · ey int 
Ch. a· . many v . to. 

mese me icmal herbs, which had . f arieties 
• < so ar b of 

ed. While bee-keeping is not popul . een import 
. . . a1 yet, it . . 
ised m some mountamous reaions d . ts Pract 

c . an giv . 
which is an ingredient of traditional t . es honey 
b on1cs s . 

y the State shop, in some ten fa .1. · P0nsorcd 
f · c m1 ies and 
arm, they rear deer, whose horn- 1 a State . :-., w 1en they 
oss1~ed yet, constitute a much-sought-after t. a~·~ not 
medication. iad1t1ona1 

The establishment of the factory of har . 
of the province marked an . . p maceutics 

impo1 tant stage I 
scattered buildings carefully camouflaged . n 

under the 
greenery, r50 workers, men and worn 
factu · . . en, manu-

re various med1cmes in injectable phials . 
tures a d 1 · , m1x-
t d't· n so utions, tablets and pills, as well as 
ra t tonal medication % f 

co f s. 72 o o the raw materials 
me rom local so · T . 

f l 
m ces. o cope w1 th the shortage 

0 g assware th t . 
b ttl . ' e en erpnse recovers old flasks and 

0 es with the h l f · 
.schools.,, e P 0 village drugstores and 

"Meanwhile, we t. . . . . 
medici· f con mue to receive highly specia!Jzed 

nes rom th . 
"We h e capital," the director went on. 

ave been bl 
of the 

1 
. a e to meet the growing needs 

popu abon T 
quantity of t· . · . 0 take a single example, the 

an ib1otics n d d . " that needed . ee e a t present is ten time~ 
. m peace t· · f medicines 1 ime. And ye t, the prices o 

. lave gone d 
instead of . own by 30 to 50 IJer cent 

going up Th 
· anks to joint efforts at the 

r 
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1/le A c o;;----
1 leve l and ours, we have built up a" strategic" 

entra · 11 bl t c ve which w1 ena e us o carry on the resistance 
reser 11 

everal years. 
for s 

* 

Lan Ong, the greatest 
naster of Vietnamese traditional medicine, spent the 
~ajor part of his life in Ha '~inh . There he studied the 
local medicinal flora, established the formulae of nu
merous medications, trained many disciples and wrote 
various medical works. Two centuries have elapsed since, 
but Ha Tinh remains a land of renowned physicians. 

Under French rule, "Western" medicine being 
reserved for the colonists and a handful of privileged 
Vietnamese, it was traditional medicine that played 
the preponderant part in town as well as country. The 
people's power, which holds the national inheritance 
in high esteem, has helped to develop it vigorously. 
The two medical sciences, modern and traditional, 
not only have continued to co-exist, but have deve
loped in close alliance. 

Ha Tinh succe-ssfully applied this line. Its Tradi
tional Medicine Association, founded in 1959, is com
posed of 400 practitioners, has engaged ~n . multiple 
activities in both the curative and prophylactic hddsan~, 
· · ·n first aid It 1s since the beginnina of U.S. aggresswn, 1 . . · 

\ 'th · b . · th t th 9 provmoal and vi its active partic1pat10n a e . . 
district hospitals and the ro5 rural medical and samta1y 

h ·th a sect10n of 
Posts have been provided eac wi 
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100 Vietn I 
aniese S 

~I 
experience, which so far has been solely tr 

ansrn· I from father to son. Our association also . itted 
. . . gives d 

attent10n to theoretical questions. We Will lie 

publish a collection of traditional medication soon 
. t . d . . H s and a treatise on ma eria me ica m a Tinh Nat 

· urally 
those two works have been written with the co ' 

. . opera-
tion of our colleagues, physicians and pharmacists 

1 
the modern medical school." '

0 

• 

THE old folks recall the 
times when there was 

for the whole province a single " mandarin - doctor", 
a mythical character for the poor, who practically 
never saw him. Today Ha Tinh has a physician for 
every 20,000 inhabitants, an assistant physician for every 
r ,6oo, a nurse for every zoo, not including practitio~ers 
of traditional medicine, midwives and pharmacists, 
first-aid volunteers and sanitary workers in the farm 
co-ops. Far from hampering it U.S. aggression has 

' ·t ry qmckened the development of the medical and sani a 
network of the province. 

Ha Tinh has done the same as the rest of the country. 

September 1967. 
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