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FOREWORD

For more than a year now, the United States air force has
launched wmassive attacks on the Democralic Republic of Vietnam.
It has been wuaninwously admitted, cven by the American ruleys,
that war escalation has not brought iis promoters the expecled
results. What arve the reasons behind such failures ? How does it
come about that such a small country as the D.R.V. has been
able, with only scauty means at its disposal, lo keep at bav the
world’s first imperialist power, and especially its air fleet, yepuled
50 terrifyingly powerfl -

To heip the reader understand how the D.R.V. has organiz-
ed its defence and broken Asmierican aggression, we shail take
lim o vne of the regions that have been particularly attacked by
the U.S. air pirvates . Quangbinh — Vinhlink. The American aiy
force has run inio, not classical anti-aiveraft defence, but the
mobilisation of an entive people who have risen up to defend
their frecdom and the first fruits of socialism. Not only has
North Vietnam hit back vigorously, it has also ovganized itself
in order to promote production work. Trial by fire has been
conclusive ; the vegime is <olidly installed, socialism in North
Vietnam being no longer a hope, bu! a reality. On the contrary,
myths have been exploded, in paviicular that concerning the om-
nipotence of the -American air force, which has vevealed itself to
be both vulnerable and incapable of carrying the day, at least
when facing a resobute people.

After a briej balance-sheet of a year of escalation and a
geographical note on Quangbinh—Vinklink, the veader will find
reports and stovies which will give him an idea of the struggle
waged by the people of Novth Vietnam. The fight is still going
on, and the events are too recent for one to dvaw definite conclu-
sions, bul perhaps our articles will help our foreign  friends
grasp certarn concrete aspects of this struggle.

March 1966







The D.RYV. in Face of
U.S. AGGRESSION

by VU CAN and NGUYEN KHAC VIEN

WHY HAS THE U.S. AIR FORCE MET WITH
FAILURE IN NORTH VIETNAM ?

HOW IS THE D.R.V. ORGANIZED IN ALL FIELDS
TO RESIST AGGRESSION ?

For over a year now, U.S. aircraft have attacked the
D.R.V. Twenty thousand sorties, American newspapers
specified, have been carried out by most up-to-date airplanes
such as Thunderchiefs and Phanioms, and tens of thousands
of tons of bombs dropped. What have been the results?

One might have thought that with a few staggering
blows, the powerful U.S. Air Force would have knocked down
the North Vietnam regime, newly founded, and possessed
of but scanty technical means and material resources. U.S.
general Thomas Power has stated that the use of air power
would make it possible to wage a comfortable, economical
and short war. The allegation seemed plausible in view of the
fact that Hitler had needed only to threaten Czechoslovakia
in 1938 with air attacks to force her to surrender. A cartoon
in the Chicago Sun Times gave an idea of the mood of
Pentagon responsible officials at the time when escalation
was launched: a North Vietnamese peasant in tattered
clothes, carrying a catapunlt, is shown fleeing under a
shower of bombs from an ultra-modern plane. Now even
observers who are the best-disposed towards Washington
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6 VIETNAMESE STUDIES

have to recognize that U.S. escalation has been a complete
failure. Fred Hoffman, an AP correspondent, wrote on
November 30, 1965 that as compared with the -objectives
made public by the Pentagon, the air warfare waged by the
U.S. air force had reaped no success whatsoever. To win, he
added, the enemy’s determination and potential Lad to be
broken, but these objectives had not been attained at all.

As the New York Times put it in its December 3, 1965
issue, escalation has been a failure and the further it
increases the more serious the failure becomes.

For James Cameron, a British journalist, who spent a
few weeks in the D.R.V. in January this year, ‘' this reality
makes itself fell evidently at every moment : the bombings, far
from tervovizing the Vietnamese, have stimulated them and
cemenied theiy solidarity... From the day when the United Slales
dropped ils first bomb on North Vietnam, it has in fact succeeded
in indestructibly welding the nation into a single block *' (retrans-
lated from the French in the Figaro, January, 1966.)

The American failure is first a military one. Up to
March 7, 1066, 900 planes of all types were shot down in
North Vietnam, including A.3D-2s, AD-4s5, AD-6s, F-105Ds,
F-100Ds, F.4s, T.28s, F.ro2s, F.iogs. lL-1gs, B.s7s, H.43s
and CH.3 helicopters, pilotless planes... Not a single type
has escaped destruction. Naturally the U.S. command admits
a much lower figure — one fourth — but the [7.S. News and
World Report revealed in its Jan. 17, 1966 issue that the cost
of the airplanes lost over North Vietnam was as high as
one billion dollars. TFor many years U.S. propaganda has
carefully cultivated the myth of the terrific effectiveness of
the U.S. air force, according to which the latter is capable of
deciding the outcome of the war without the U.S.A. being
compelied tc resort to other costly weapons. If the U.S.
Air Force has proved incapable of forcing a small country
like the D.R.V. to capitulate, what part could it play in a
larger confiict ? The Pentagon will have to make an agonizing
revision of certain of its strategic conceptions.

The bombings of North Vietnam were also aimed at
influencing the course of operations in the South Vietnam
theatre. The point was to dishearten the Liberation Armed
Forces and raise the morale of the Saigon puppet troops,
thereby retrieving a sitvation which had become catastro-

hic. But nothing of the kind has been achieved. The South
ietnamese Ecoplc:'s forces are fighting more ardently than
ever while the puppet army continues to disintegrate, with
113,000 deserters in 1965 against 84,000 in 1964. Eventually,
the bombings of North Vietnam have not saved the United
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States the obligation of sending G.1.'s to South Vietnam to
take a direct part in the war.

On the political plane, hoth at home and abroad, the
consequences are disastrous. U'S. aggression has been unani-
mously condemned. American public opinion, alteady anxious
over the Vietnam problem, has been stirred up by this air
aggression against a sovereign state which is not at war
with the U.S.A. This constitutes an act of international gang-
sterism. The attack on a country of the socialist camp has
aroused strong reactions from the U.S.S.R., China and other
socialist countries, and all of them are resolved to give the
D.R.V. all necessary moral and material assistance to secure
victory. A wave of indignation has shaken world opinion
and never has Washington been so isolated on the interna-
tional scene.

'n the economic field, the U.S. rulers had hoped rapidly
to disrupt a regime that they had deemed weak. In this, too,
they have been disappointed. One of the most glaring proofs
of the solidily of the North Vietnam regime is the fact that
one year after the war started, the price of rice remains
unchanged. Economic and cultural construction in  the
D.R.V. i1s forging ahead. Not only bhas the Democratic
Republic of Vietnam held its own, it is making headway.

What are the reascons for U.S. failure ?

Tha [ollowing brief analysis is made with the belief that
the test which the D.R.V. has victericusly stood assumes a
great significanco not only for the Vietnamese people but
also tor the struggle for liberation of other peoples.

PEOPLE'S WAR

U.S. General Roy Johnson has declared that, as far as
efficiency is concerned, the North Vietnamese anti-aircraft
network excels anything seen in World War 1T and the Korean
war (AP. October 26, 1g05).

One of the characteristics of the D.R.V. anti-aircraft
defence is its tried and tested vigilance. At any hour of
day or night artillerymen stand ready at their posts. It is
indispensable to ensure such round-the-clock combat-readiness
since one minute’s inadvertence is enough for an ultra-rapid
jet to slip through the defence system. Many planes carry-
ing out surprise attacks were downed by the first volley.

2
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8 VIETNAMESE STUDIES

The North Vietnamese anti-aircraft defence system is
also very mobila as the fighters make it a rule not to remain
at the same place for any long time. It often occurs that,
seeing through the enemy’s plans, they concentrate firepower
around a given place, thereby setting a real trap for the
planes. Thus, around the Ham Rong bridge, which is still
standing, about sixty planes have been shot down and a small
bridge like that of My Duc in Quang Binh province has
cost the U.S. Air Force no less than 19 planes.

But the most original characteristic of this defence
system against U.S. air warfare resides in the combrnation
of all weapons and all categories of fighters — regular troops
and people’s militiamen - which creates a firepower effective
at any altitude. In particular, those planes that dive or fly
very low to escape radar detection and artillery fire, are
caught in the thick fire of the light weapons of millions of pea-
sants and factory and office workers. A great number of girls
and young women take part in anti-aircraft defence, which
provides a very dense fire network around each village, each
factory and enterprise. Traces of rifle bullets are often seen
on the planes shot down. The targets in the D.R.V. (bridges,
factories and others) being of modest size, the planes have
to dive on them, which makes the attackers highly wvulner-
able. Realizing this through bitter experiences, U.S. pilots
choose to drop their bombs from very high altitudes to the
detriment of precision. Hundreds of craters are thus often
found round an undamaged bridge.

When a jet flies low, its terrific roar which tears the air
and shakes the thatched houses, is expected to (aus- wide-
spread panic. The daily repetition of such raids is also expect-
ed to shake the morale of the population and force them to
capitulate even before having suffered considerable 10sses.
In North Vietnam however, it is not the population who are
afraid but the U.S. pilots themselves who, from their own
experiences, have come to dread low-altitude flights ; very
daring at the beginning, they have now become extremely
cautious ; at any moment there is the possibility of a hail of
bullets coming from behind a bush or a mound of earth and
hitting the petrol-tank of the plane, or some other impor-
tant part, or the pilot himself. Self-defence groups in wvilla-
ges and factories are trained to concentrate their fire on an
aeroplane at the very moment it comes within the range ol
their rifles.

__This s people’s war in all its true sence. Regular forces
with modern equipment are surrounded, assisted and protect-
ed by millions of men and women, while heavy weapons are

l,\



THE D.R.V. IN FACE OF U.S. AGGRESSION 9

completed by millions of light ones which might make you
laugh at first sight. Whenever an A A. battery reaches a local-
ity, in no time hundreds of people come to haul and if need
be clean it, dig trenches and emplacements to protect it and
do everything necessary for its camouflage. The population,
especially old men, who too want to take part in the defen-
ce of their country, bring food and delicacies. Around these
heavy guns, there is a whole network of positions and tren-
ches from whech hundreds of light weapons will fire at enemy
aeroplanes if they fly at low altitude.

The regular troops also train peasants, men and women
alike, belonging to the people’s militia in the handling of
heavy weapons. One can frequently see simple country wo-
men taking the place of gunners wounded or killed as the
fight goes on. The people trust their army and the army put
confidence in the people. The military don’t look down upon
the common people. Patrol boats operating on the rivers
enjoy similar assistance from the population : civilian volun-
teers come on board to man guns, replace and evacuate the
wounded, participating in the fight as heroically as season-
ed soldiers. Thus loved and trusted by the entire people, the
regular forces fight with all the courage and vigilance
required.

The capture of pilots downed would often be impossible
if left only to the regular forces. Here is an example among
many others: on September 20, 19635, a pilot was downed at
Huong Khe, Ha Tinh province, a woody region hardly acces-
sible. The nearest military post was tens of kilometres away
and it would have taken several hoars and even several days
to hunt him down. He had a radio transmitter and used it
to call for help. Within a short tim= a helicopter from the
Seventh Fleet which had been prowling off the coast, about
one hundred kilometers from the place, came to his rescue.
But local self-defence forces had already located the pilot
and were lying in wait for the helicopter. The latter was
downed and all the crew captured, together with the first
pilot.

Enemy sabotage commandos have met with the same fate
everywhere, and most of them upon reaching the ground
have been seized by the population. And this is another
example showing how effective people’s war i1s : After an ene-
my agent had been parachuted into a wooded region, the local
authorities thought it should ban civilian trafic throughout
so that the regular security forces might scour the area. For
several days on end, careful searches proved fruitless. The
provincial party secretary intervened to correct the mistake,
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lifted the ban and called on the people to hunt down the
spy. A few hours later, the agent was captured.

Millions of men and women are also mobilized to carry
out anti-air raid protection measures. In every village, in
every town district, trenches, shelters and foxholes provide
effectual protection to the population, thus restricting mate-
rial and human losses. Look-out services are established
everywhere. Even in the most exposed places the losses were
never high. Long communication-trenches in the vicinity
of manufactories and across the fields help evacunate the
workers, harvesters and rice-transplanters in case of attack.
First-aid grounps stand by to cope with eventual fires, give
care to the wounded and help to the children and cid per-
sons. Everywhere everyboly knows what to do, where to go
when the alarm is given. Nobody is panic-stricken, as the
population have plenty of experience, knowing the various
types of enemy planes, the way they attack and the tricks
they usually resort to.

Foreign observers who have travelled over North Vietnam
are surprised to see how calm the population keep before
American aeroplanes. An entire people are rising up in arms
against the aggressors. By attacking the D.R.V. the U.S.
Air Force has lost hundreds of planes and its prestige. Should
a U.S. expeditionary force venture to invade the D.R.V., it
would meet not only a secasoned army but also a no less
combative population. Washington scmetimes forgets that
the Vietnamese people have the experience of twenty years
of armed struggie.

TRAFFIC GOES ON

Paralysing communication lines all over the conutry is
one of the main objectives of the U.S. Air Force. Bridges
and roads are submitted to incessant raids, truck COnvoys
and trains, boats and ferry.-boats are mercilessly strafed. How
to keep the traffic going when there are neither bulldozers
nor giant cranes? iicre too the people provide the key to
the problem. If a bndge is destroyed it is quickly replaced
by a ferry or a pontoon bridge, and a damaged road is
rapidly repaired by hundreds of people coming from neigh-
bouring villages with:n an hour or even a quarter of an hour
to fill the bomb craters. Hundreds of thousands of youth
have voluntecred 16 join shock-brigades operating in the
most exposed places to repair destioyed communication
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lines or ease traffic hold-ups. A great many new roads have
been built, forming an effective extra network. To destroy
them enemy aeroplanes use heavy and delayed-action
bombs which can explode a quarter of an hour or several
hours or even one week after they have been dropped. Coun-
try men and women who have never been in any engincer-
ing unit have learned at the risk of their lives how to defuse
those death engines. Countless innovations have made it
possible to solve complicated problems. In this field as in
many others, U.S. aggression has brought to the fore two
great virtues of the masses of the people: courage and
resourcefulness

Under American bombings, ferrvmen and truck-drivers
carry on their jobs while tens of thousands of carriers use
rudimentary means to make up for the lack of trains and
lorries. The famous hand-pushed transport bike, able to carry
up to 6oo pounds and widely used in the first resistance
war, is again put to nse. The socizlist countries are helping
to premote motor transport

In spite of repeated ra‘ds, communications between the
various zones, gocds transportation and passenger traffic are
ensurcd. In this field U.S. failure is evident

RICE GROWS BETTER THAN EVER

One of the chijectives aimed at by the aggressors is to
undermine the economy and hamper the cultural develop-
ment of the D.R.V., since the successful building of social-
ism in North Vietnam sets a ‘'bad example’’ to South Viet-
nam and other so-called “‘under-developed’’ countries. The
North Vietnam example is all the more striking as in this
region there is every unfavourable condition to make econo-
mic construction an uphill task: scantiness of arable land
(one-tenth of & hectare per capita), high rate of demcgraphic
increase, ruins accumulated by a long war. However, after
ten years of efforts, it is bevond question that socialism has
been set on solid foundations and the economy has establish-
ed indispensable bases to forge ahead. The construction of a
national, independent and socialist economy based on an ever
expanding agriculiure and industry has recorded every day
increasing successes, which have been recognized even by the
enemy of the regime. Famine and illiteracy are now things
of the past, in contrast with what has happened in certain
countries which have embarked upon the capitalist path
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once national independence was reconquered. American impe-
rialism cannot tolerate such a development and has sought
to nip in the bud the North Vietnamese experience.

One year after the starting of U.S. raids, foreign observ-
ers in the D.R.V. were surprised at seeing that the economic
bases, far from being disorganized, had grown steadier and
steadier. Anyone who travelled through the North Vietnam-
ese countryside at the beginning of 1466 realized that the
landscape had undergone a radical change during the past
year. The levelling of rice-fields with a view to regulating
water evacuation had made remarkable progress. Formerly,
the differences in ground level, excessive parceliing, and tie
delimitation of plots subject to the chances of inheritance
had made impossible any rational hydraulic planning. On
large areas, co-op members were mobilized to level the
ground, raze down embankments, bnild adequate new dykes
and embankments and delimit plots in a more rational way.
The 2-year hydraulic plan (1964-1965) was uninterruptedly
carrisd oa despite U.S. bombings and manpower shortage
brought about by mobilization and the repairing of bombed
roads. During these two years, North Vietnam built 1,330 water
conservancy works, 2,500 electric or mechanical pumping stations.
The total volume of earth moved reached 449 million cubic metres.
15,000 watler conservancy teams including 300,000 members were
set up by the co-ops.

The campaign for the intensive cultivation of rice, subsi-
diary fool crops and industrial crops marked considerable
progress. The new hydraulic network made it possible to supply
rice plants, at each stage of their growth, with an adequate
quantity of water. The use of green manure (azolla, crotalaria,
etc.) was popularized while animal husbandry, particularly
pig raising, provided more manure. Transplaniing the seedlings
i straight rows was largely applied, which permitted wider
use of improved weeding rakes. Seeds were more carefully
selected.

In 1965, 680 co-operatives, 162 villages and 7 districts
achieved, with two crops, the paddy yield of 5 tons per
hectare. Thouasands ol co ops pledged themseives to attain
this target of 5 tons per hectare. The valuz of agricultural
output increased by 4.2% in comparison with 1964. (It is worthy
of note that weather conditions in 1965 were rather unfavou-
rable). Comparad with 1960, the increase was 21.27%,. The
area davoted to industrial crops in 1965 was 9.2 per cent
larger than in 1964. The number of pigs increased by
310,000.
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These agricultural achievements were the results of the
peasants’ courage and resourcefulness. Everywhere the plough-
ing, sowing, transplanting, harvesting were done in the face of
U.S. bombings. Trenches and air-raid shelters were dug right
in the fields and rifles propped against their embankments.
What was important, labour force shortage due to mobiliza-
tion, repairing of bombed roads and accclerated harvesting
and transplanting to avoid bombings, gave rise to a large-
scale movement for the improvement of farm implements,
management mathods and organization of work.

On an average, the 1965 Summer crop and Autumn crop
were harvested 15 days ahead of schedule. Many co-ops began
to use Diesel motors thanks to which rice threshing, win-
nowing and husking is much less hard and more cfficient
than by hand. Co-ops in the neighbourhood of electric pum-
ping stations relied on electric motors to dc these jobs. In
countrics like Vietnam, there is a surplus of labour force in

re-harvest periods and manpower shortage at harvest time
scause labour productivity is low and farm tools are
rudimentary. Better equipment and a more rational manage-
ment have released part of the manpower for national defence
while improving production. It has never occurred to the
American strategists that by attacking the D.R.V., they
would give a stimuius to its agriculture.

On the other hand, industry was re-organized and kept
expanding. Certain big plants were decentralized and many
new small-scale factories were born. Local industry which
had got off to a good start was strengthened with every passing
day, each locality seeking to produce itself many commodi-
ties to cope with the difficulties of transport. Industry and
handicrafts made every effort to serve agriculture by pro-
ducing mechanical pumps, weeders, hand carts, threshing-
machines, winnowing-machines etc. Industry also supplied
more machine-tools, electric motors and means of fluvial
transport.

The daily life of the population goes on as usual. The
prices of necessities such as : rice, salt, fabrics, kerosene, have
remained stable. So has the cost of living in general.

State trade and supply and marketing cc-ops have suc-
ceeded in maintaining a stable home market, safe from any
serious troubles, which might seem inevitable in a poor
country at war. As previously, there exists a free market
subject to fluctuations, but its domain has been reduced ;
black market, hoarding and speculation are virtually unknown.
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Retail trade, which is partially indicative of the people’s
purchasing power, increased by 11.4%, in 1965 compared with
1964. Savings deposited in the banks were 50% higher than
in 1964, which bore remarkable testimony to the entire
people’s confidence,

UNINTERRUPTED SCIENTIFIC AND ARTISTIC ACTIVITIES

The U.S. Air Force has destroyed a number of hospitals
and schools, with a view to undermining two great achieve-
ments of the socialist regime in North Vietnam : education
and medicine*. We had to evacuate hospitals, colleges, uis-
trict schools, with their personnel, furniture, patients and
students, to the countryside. Even rural schools with theit
red-tiled roofs standing out against green vegetation attract-
ed U.S. bombs. Consequently their classes had to be dis-
persed. All this represented a colossal job, for total school
attendance amounted to nearly three million.

Teachers and pupils, physicians and patients were housed
in villages and agricultural co-operatives. Together with the
population, professors, teachers, doctors and students built
new bamboo or brick schools, houses and inlirmaries. Many

rofessors, teachers and physicians had gone thiough the
ormer war of resistance, leaving the towns to jomn the
“maquis’’. Centinuing their heroic tradition. they started
again organizing their activities with of course far bette:
technical and material means than before.

In 1965, 03%, of the villages in the della and 77°%, of these in
mountain areas already had their own infirmary maternity homes,
60% of the districts had hospitals : This large network enabled
the spreading of hospitals and public health centies from
the towns into the villages. liven the most out-ol-the-way
villages were able to provide the wounded with first aid.

Enrolment at all levels of education was ligher than in
1964. The syllabuses and duration of classes were readjusted
to fit the circumstances. Material conditions weie harder,
but the necessity of overcoming the new difficuitics and the
renewed and closer contact with the countryside encouraged
fruitful efforts to readjust and to invent, which proved fa-
vourable to a truly national education and science.

* See Vietnamese Studies No. 5 and No. 6 on education
and medicine in the D.R.V.
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Eveu under the trying circumstances of war, the
Department for Higher and Vocational Education was pro-
moted to be a Ministry to step up the development of
umversity edacation. The State Scientific Committee itself
was split into two organs, one for natural sciences and
the other for social sciences, due to the rapid development
of research work. In 1965, the number of students and
trainees seat t) other socialist countries was much higher
than in any of the previous years.

Adult complementary education created in the interest
of the workers, peasants, armymen and state employees
achieved the norms set for the s-year plan ended 1905.

Cultura! life coatinues its normal course. Film pro-
jection teams vperate and amatenr troupes perform in
the remotest viilages. Daily occurrences in national life
have given birth to a genuine efflorescence of songs, poems,
stories, novels, plays and film: extolling the patriotic fight.

MEN AND WZAPONS...

Right in the first days of U.S. aggression, the Central
Committee of the Vietnam Workers' Party already defined
the oncoming tasks in one of its directives : -* To continue
the building of the material and technical! basis for socialism,
carry out socialist industrializition in a way adapted to the
conditions of war, give a strong impulse to economic de-
velopment while fighting and standing ready to fight, closely
combine the requiremsants cf the present with those of the
future building and development of the economy "’'.

To carry out the fight along with boosting production,
to fight when the enemy come and produce after they
have been driven away, such is the present way of life of
the whole North Vietnamese population. Between two fights,
life resumes its normal course and continues its advance.
The U.S. Air Force has been unable either to sow panic
or disorganize life or disrupt the course of historical
evolution. There lies its biggest failure.

Unfortunately for it, the U.S. Air Force has attacked
a people standing upon their guard and ready for self-
defence. In 1945, with practically only sticks in their
bands and one million piastres in the treasury, they did
not Lesitate to resist the French colomialist aggression.
Nine years later, they succeeded in setting up a political

e
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and military organization strong enough to win at Dien
Bien Phu and force the French imperialists to recognize
their national independence. Since the restoration of peace
in 1954, they have worked hard for the building of a new
society in North Vietnam. If they had nurtured illusions
they would have devoted themselves only to this peaceful
work. But the Vietnumese people and their Party were
well aware of the nature and designs of the imperialists,
the US. imperialists in particular. Defense efforts had not
in the least been neglected and the first raids of U.S.
planes surprised nobody : the riposte was iminediate.

While modernizing her army, the D.R.V. has never
deviated from the political and military line of people’s
war. Her leaders have not let themselves be intoxicated by
the up to-date weapons in hand. The nation has remained
organized as it was during the resistance—to a higher degree
of conrse—with the participation of every citizen in the
defence efforts. The regular armny is only the spearhead of the
broad wmass movement supporting if.

Ten years of economic aud cultural building and the
fraternal aid of the socialist countries have made this
national defence much more effective than it was at the
time of Dien Bien Phu. The material means are far more
up to-date and the young recruits who have had many
years of schooling can quickly learn to handle technical
equipment formerly unknown in the D.R.V.

The socialist organization of the economy has made
possible a more active mobilization of material resources and
manpower.Take for instance a peasant who spends hours and
days watching enemy aircraft and fighting them, repairing
roads and bridges or helping in the construction of schools,
infirmaries ctc. Formerly, he could only rely upon the
kindness of his neighbours to feed his tamily and till his
land. Today jobs are distributed by the co-operative, and
he who devotes his time to defence work is remunerated
accordingly. By reorganizing itsclf, increasing its potential,
the co-operative has succeeded in maintaining or even
developing production.

Prices are another case in point. In capitalist countries,
war would bring about an immediate and sharp rise in prices,
especially when food and commodities are not yet produced
in abundance. The handling of trade by the state has made
impossible all hoarding, speculation or black marketeering.
The part reserved for free trade is reduced to such an extent
as to greatly restrict its influence on market prices.

tl
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Thus, the socialist structures have considerably reinforced
the defence potential of the country.

The tradition of patriotic struggle coupled with the love
for the socialist vegime have instilled an unshakable deter-
mination into the people as a whole. Peasants and workers,
as masters of their land and factories, and intellectuals,
who can give full scope to their abilities in a renovated
country, are more eager than ever to defend national in-
dependence.

The role played by women should be particularly
stressed. Liberated from the bondage of the feudal and
colonial regimes, they have seen their abilities decuple
under the new regime. More than anyone else, they are
determined to defend the fruits of the revolution. Young
girls opening fire at U.S. piratical planes with their rifles or
machine-guns have become familiar sights. The Women's
Union has launched a vast movement in which the Viet-
namese women undertake to:

— Assume production work in lieu of the men enrolled in
the army ;

— Run efficiently their houses during the absence of the men ;

— Take part, when necessary, in the fight against the
ageressors.

This ** Three Responsibilities " movement is drawing in
millions of women in North Vietnam. In the co-operatives,
tens of thousands of women have become managers, heads
of work brigades or book-keepers... In the factories, a
whole generation of young skilled women workers, tech-
nicians and engincers are taking the place of the men who
have joined the army.

A most remarkable thing is that in the past year,
the young generation, trained in socialist schools, have
brilliantly continued the heroic tradition of their clders.
Either in fighting or when ensuring communications, the
young army recruits and volunteers in the shock youth
brigades have shown unusual valour.

*

In conclusion, what has enabled the Vietnamese people
to victoriously confront an enemy much more powerful
materially and technically, is their iron.like courage, the
revolutionary heroism not only of a few elite individuals

2—V.S. No g
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but of the broad masses. It has enabled them to surmount
difficultics, and fight the most redoubtable airplanes with
mere rifles. When an aircrait dives with an infernal roar,
spitting bombs and rockets, it is not easy to stay where
you are, with eyes wide open to take accurate aim
at the enemy. Most often, when caught under such a fire,
one is seized with panic. But today, millions of North
Vietnamese of all ages confront U.S. planes without the
uiver of an eyelid. They have overcome fear, and there
lies their greatest victory. U.S. Lieutenant - Commander
Shumaker, captured on February 711, 1965, admitted he
had been struck with great fear when hundreds of bullets
came up and shells of all calibres exploded around his plane.
This well-trammed pilot, who had once been chosen as a cos-
monaut, was struck with panic at the moment of encounter.
Whereas shy Vietnamese countrywomen, some of whom
would not go out at night for fear of ghosts, were seen
waiting till U.S. aircralt dived vpon them to shoot at
these engines they saw for the first time.

The Vietnam Workers’ Party takes pride in having
educated the whole nation in that spirit of revolutionary
heroism. The Vietnamese people understand that they
have throughout the world numerous friends who are ready
to help them, morally and materially. However, while
seeking to secure more and more such aid, they first of
all rely on their own efforts. The Vietnam Workers' Party
also deserves all credit for having led the entire people in
this way.

After a year of altacks against the Vietnamese people
united in a steel-like bloc, the US. Air Force has proved
impotent and the U.S. sitrategists find themselves in an
impasse. To continue raids does not bring any change
to the course of events. To expand the aggressive war
means to invite new risks. Escalaiion has proved a complete
failure in the military, political and economic fields. This
lesson is highly significant in our epoch.




HEAVENS

and

EARTH

We pive below an extraci jrom an
article by [onis Ivens, the noted documen-
lary film divector, who wmade a short stay
i the DRV. in 1965. The article was
published in the magazine Evénement,
Feb. 1066 issue

was in Thanh Hoa, between Hanoi and the 17th parallel,

] near an oft-bombed strategic bridge. I met there a
young woman who seemed to me the very image of
Vietnam. I was in a school turned into a kind of lodging,
and there suddenly 1 saw this girl with long hair and was
told : ** She is our heroine. She lives in the village '". She
talked to me about her work and her fight against U.S.
gircraft. She was a member of a mobile brigade, and the
planes had come and attacked the bridge. She had learnt
to shoot at the planes with paper dummies. She knew that
to carry out an effective bombing, a plane could not
remamn at high altitude, that it would have to dive,
Aim at the plane's nose and belly, she had been told,
just when it 1s about to flatten out, for at that moment

it is most vulnerable and can be shot down with a mere
infantry rifle.
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And she just did that. It was not easy to stay calm
when the plane swooped down on you w?m were at that
moment within the firing range of all its machineguns. Then
she saw from the corner of her eyes that one of the planes
was ablare and soon crashed on the ground. She did not
think that it was she who did that. But she had done it.
She had vanquished the heavens.

This is Vietnam : the war between Heavens and Earth.

She was the Earth. She lived there, in the village, with
her parents and grand-parents. Her brother was in college
And an unknown American came from 6,000 kilometres
away to try and hurl death on her family from the blue,
without even wanting her land. He only wanted to kill.
This, she coundn’t understand.

Her name was “ Moon ”. In Europe, ‘‘Moon ' sounds
very romantic. For the first time, I saw a militant, fighting
moon.

Yes, this country is at war, but not in the way people
think. Life is apparently normal. Onc feels that the people
have two tasks: the factory, the office, the field; and then
the war, or preparation for the war. Everywhere, there are
mobile brigades ot volunteers. Everyday, one sees Vietna-
mese learning discipline and efficacy. When the alert sounds,
men and women calmly stay at their combat posts, waiting
for the plancs to come. When they come, the people fight
them, and when the fight is over, they go back to their
fields. One feels in them a terrible babit of the war.

When one is there, one sees the absurdity of the Amer-
icans. This idiotic refusal to see where true strength lies.
The people can’t be robbed of their land, for they are there,
it's their home. Tven if the Americans came, they wonld
not be able to stay. They have nothing te do here. They
would need to plant an American behind everv Vietnamese,
and that would mean 30 million Americans. But even that
wouldn’t do, eventuaily. Each tree, each house, each stone
would be turned into a trap for the Americans...




NOTE ON QUANG BINH-VINH LINH

The provisional demarcation line along the 17th parallel,
stipulated by the Geneva Agreements, coincides with the
river Benhai, north of this river, Vinhlinh district (capital :
Hoxa) spreads over fifteen kilometres and is inhabited by
about 70,000 people. The demilitarized zone runs three
kilometres north and south of the river; Hienluong bridge
on National Highway n,1 joins the Northern to the
Southern zone.

Quangbinh province lies north of Vinhlinh up to the
18th parallel, with an area of about 9,000 square kilometres
and a population of nearly s500,000. A mountain ridge,
Hoanhson, separates Quangbinh from provinces more to
the north. South of Hoanhson, the territory of Vietnam
narrows down and looks wasp-waisted on a map, the dis-
tance between the Lao border and the sea being not more
than fifty kilometres on an average. Mountain spurs reach
almost the seashore, and the small coastal plains, hemmed
in between dunes and forest, are often but a few kilo-
metres wide. The geographical situation of Quangbinh -
Vinhlinh explains why the enemy has concentrated his
attacks on this region; besides, the length of the coast
(about 150 kilometres) facilitates naval attacks and com-
mando raids from the sea. The narrow width of the plains,
where the villages are concentrated, renders them more
vulnerable to air bombing.

The coastal plains are not very fertile and are cons-
tantly under the threat of both the sand and the sudden
swellings cof the rivers which flow down the slopes of the
Truongson range. Thus agriculture in Quangbinh - Vinh-
linh is less productive than in other provinces. Nearly
30,000 people make a living from sea-fishing, and their
boats have often been attacked by enemy planes and ships.

Off the mouth of the river Benhai is Conco, a small
island of about four square kilometres. Enemy planes and
ships crossing the 17th parallel to conduct hostile action
against North Vietnam have to pass before this island,
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which becomes a real lookout post of the D.R.V. And so
- Conco has been repeatedly attacked.

One can say that Quangbinh - Vinhlinh contains every
geographical and economic disadvantage, which exposes it
to daily air and naval attacks. But it has also a major
trump : for seven years, from 1947 to 1954, its population
victoriously fought against the French expeditionary corps,
and many battles were waged on its territory. Many of
those who now lead the anti-American resistance, especially
Party cadres, were already active at the time of the anti-
French resistance.

The setting up of socialist structures (agricultural and
fishing co-operatives) has been carried out swiftly and
involves over g5% of the population. Thus, it is a battle -
hardened population, led by an experienced party and
working in socialist structures, whica has faced enemy
attacks. This human and social factor is the decisive
element which has offset all geographical and economic
disadvantages.
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( Excerpis tvom travel notes by
Khac Vien, Hac Hai and Dwc Moc)

February 1905.

The 7th of Febrnary was a Sunday, and it was the
first Sucday after Tét (the Lunar New Year;. A festive
mood was still prevailing. At Dong Hoi, a large crowd
attended the iootball match, and in the snrrounding villages,
groups of old men availed themselves of the fine weather
to plant trees along the paths. Suddenly the alarm was
given. In no time Yankee planes came overhead, for we
were near the sea. It was 1.55 p.m.

I expected to see the town stricken with panic, and
people. especially children  run about in disorder. Great
was mv surprise: No cries, no stampede. Pecple calmly
made for the shelters, channelled by an invisible order-
maintaining body. All at cnce thie town became silent, and
from the first minutes one could see evervwhere rifles and
machine-guns pointed at the skv. In the trenches, behind
stamped-mud works covered with boughs, grou; s of regular
troops or armed civilians were posted Lerc and there. Young
women workers and emplovees or shop-girls bad swiftly
ut on their cartridge belts and helmets and, guns in
ands, had rusbed into the trenches to join the other
fighters.

From the top of the old city wall, where we were
standing, we could overlook the town and the surrounding
viilages. The planes came in successive waves, and every

1
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now and then, a small flight or a plane swooped, filling the
air with a deafening roar. But everywhere from the ground
came practically uninterrupted volleys of fire-arms, Few
beavy guns, but a ceascless crackle of light arms. Within
five minutes, one could sce a plane ablaze and diving
straight into the sea. The news was announced through
loudspeakers: one could sce thousands of heads emerging
from the shelters, people cheering, clapping their hands,
and the responsible officials had to intervene energeticall
to persuade them to go back to the sheiters. At the head-
quarters, it was learnt that the plane had fallen at Nhan
Trach, northeast of the town (the body of the pilot
Dickson was to be picked up on Feb. 12).

Wave upon wave of enemy planes kept coming; the
Dong Hoi hospital, the pride of the town, with its brand-
new buildings, red tiles and white walls, was their particular
target. Six waves of planes tried to hit it, and tens of
rockets mutilated its bunildings. It was {ortunate that
the men on duty were ready. Hardly had the last patient
been evacuated when the gencral medicine ward had its
roof blown away. As it was a Sunday, a large part of the
staft was supposed to be off duty but right from the
start everybody was present. There were not only explo-
sive bembs and rockets. The U.S. planes also showered
hundreds of shiapnel bombs on this hospital. The size of an
orange, fitted with wings and yellow painted, a shrapnel
bomb looks like a toy. But it is filled with explosive and
its walls are loaded "with small metal balls, exactly two
hundred of these: let someone stumble on it or shake it,
“and it will explode and send out those balls in all
directions, like bullets fired poiut-blank. How many children,
mistaking those little bombs for playthings, were to be
killed by those devilish devices !

That first battle lasted half an hour. Result four
planes shot down

On the 8th, a new attack on Dong Hoi and its vicinity.
Numerous dwelling houses were hit. The seat of the mobile
team of the International Control Commission at Dong Hoi
was machine gunned. During the day, people of Nhan [rach
village picked up the remains of the first plane brought
down on Feb. 7. in the evening, many thousand people
heid a meeting at Dong Ho expressing their hatred and
anger at the enemy

On Feb. 11, toward 3 am., U S, naval units shelled a
village south of Quang Binh: our coastal guard fought
back. At five to one in the afternoon, the alarm was given.

'S
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Many waves of planes came and bombed and strafed the
town, and Bao Ninh and Ly Ninh villages. At the eighth
minute, an aircraft, the first, was hit and fell into the sea.
At the 20th minute, another crashed on a hill northwest of
Dong Hoi. A white thing broke free from the plane and
came down slowly : it was the pilot. A few minutes later,
the militiamen of Ly Ninh were already on the spot and
quickly found an American crouching in a bush, pale with
fear. He was captured without difficulty. His name was
Robert Shumaker, and he was on the list of future
astronauts. His eyes wide opened, bewildered, he was quite
astonished to see, in front of him, men and women peasants
armed with rifles, knives and sticks. When he took off from
his aircraft-carrier, he had believed that those people,
miserable and poorly armed, would all be burrowing in
their shelters, paralysed by fear: and now he saw them
come and capture him as if they were going to a party.
He bent his head when passing by a burning house, and
was even more astonished when those people, whose
glaring eyes were filled with hatred, did not even touch
him. He had expected at least a slap in the face or a blow
with a stick, for he had come here as a pirate to kill
and burn, and not as a warrior. As his government had
never declared war to the D.R.V., he was not a prisoner,
but caught as a war criminal. In the same evening, in
Dong Hoi, he appeared before some one hundred Vietnamese
and fereign journalists.

On Feh. 12, we came to look at the remains of the
downed pianes, that of Shumaker and that salvaged by the
Nhan Trach people. We were shown a fragment of metal :
it was not larger than a plate, and yet we could see three holes
in it, the traces of bullets. I asked an officer : ** Who brought
the plane down? '’ He answered with a broad smile : ** How
could I know? When the plane swooped down, everybody
fired at it, regular troops as well as people’s militiamen.
We are in a quandary as to how to distribute congratula-
tions and rewards. Just look round. "' In fact, near an anti-
aircralt battery, cverywhere in the village one could see
carefully camouflaged trenchies and combat positions which
would bristle with rifles as soon as one heard the alarm.
When a plane swooped down on a village, hundreds of arms
of all calibres fired on it at once. The faster the planes fly,
the more easily they can be pierced by bullets, even
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small-calibre cnes. Some jet planes have fuel containers
everywiiere in their fuselage, and a hit by a bullet can
provoke a catastrophe. At Nhan Trach when the body of
the pilot Dickson (brought down on Feb. 7} was recovered,
‘t)hey found that he had been shot through the neck bv a
ullet.

1 was very much surprised, and very much afrand
said Shumaker, ** when I saw the firing from all parts
around my plane. " He had thought he could escape radar
and anti aircraft fire by flving very low — by skimming the
villages, he also hoped to sow panic among the population—
and now his craft was encircied by a shower of bullets. A
foreign journalist confided to us: 1 understand ncw what
‘people’s war' means " And for a long while he gazed at a
group of young girl peasants whc were planting rice seed-
lings, their rifles laid on the edge of the ricefield.

During the following days, the seat of the provincial
Party committee was packed with people. From all parts
arrived officials who came to report on the three days of
fighting, and fighters who had to recount their experiences;
cadres and fighters were drawing the lessons of those first
battles. I was somewhat surprised to see the mood p evail-
mmg there. There had been casualties and damage done to
houses, schools and hospitals, vet faces were |eaming and
voices ringing with ill-concealed joy. Doubtlessly those
were the faces and voices of victors.

““What helped gamm victory was that we were
ready, ' stated the Party secretary. ** When peace was
restored in 1954, we were inclined, in spite of the Central
Committee's recommendations, to neglect the problems of
defence, and to concentrate only cn the problems of
economic and cuitural development. The 3rd National
Congress of the Party having insisted on thie necessity of
carrying out abreast cconomic construction and National
defence build-up, the provincial conference of the Party in
1961, in its resolution, insisted on the necessity of

‘Cstrengthening  defenice, ensuiing securily, protecting
the peacefu! coustruction work of the population of
our province, thus contributing to the defence of the
whole North. "™

** The enemy himself has reminded the combatants and
population of Quang Binh of the task of keeping their
vigilance. I'rom 1961 to Feb. 1965, not including the August
5. 1964 raid, U.S, planes violated 374 times the air space,
and enemy naval units, 390 times the territorial waters of
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the province. On five occasions, the enemy parachuted
groups of sabotage agents, and on eight occasions, landed
small groups of commandos on our coast; on five occasions,
his naval units shelled coastal localities ; and on five others,
they stopped and seized fishermen's boats off the shoie of
Quang Binh. "

The August 5, 1964 raid was a clear proof of the
aggressive will of the U.S.A. against North Vietnam: the
Quang Binh - Vinh Linh area, situated near the 17th
parallel, was a particular target. The Feb. 1965 raids
therefore did not surprise anybedy. Counter - blows were
immediately dealt to the enemy, and the protection of the
people’s lives and properties was well ensured right fiom
the beginning. * However, some complacency ", say the
responsible officials, ** has appeared after those first three
days of fighting. The cadres and populaticn are inclined to
underestimate the enemy, magnify victories, and forget
that we are facing a ferocions enemy with high technical
and economic potential. The point now is to strive to
strengthen active and passive defence, and above all to
well co-ordinate the work of defence and production in each
village, in each locality. One must be prepared for even
fiercer attacks and consequently take all necessary measures ;
Party officials of the province must go to every commune
and see to it that measures of defence and protection are
stepped up.™’

But first of all — such was the opinion of everyone —
ideological work should he intensified, that is to say, we
must instil deeper into the pecple’s minds the significance
of the struggle, expose the enemy’s designs and explain the
necessity for all the population to participate in the fight
and not to rely solely on the regular forces. The people’s
war and revclutionary heroism are our best weapons against
the enemy’s ultra-modern aircraft.

Indeed, there were many examples o1 revolutiorary
hercism during those first three days of fighting. Here is old
Mrs. Svot who, despite her age, continued to row her boat
across the river Nhat Le several times under aerial bomb-
ing, to ensure communication between groups of fighters on
both banks. Le Ngoc Le, a poor peasant, now president
of a cooperative, did not hesitate, during a fight, to
rest the bipod of his comrade's automatic rifie on his
shoulders, 50 as to provide the arm with a mobile stand and
enalle it to be aimed at the circling planes. Nguyen Tien
Dung, of the security forces, did the same. A sailor on
furlough jumped intc the river Nhat Le, as soon as
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he heard the alarm, swam to his vessel to take part in the
fighting. Nguyen The Chuc and Truong Cong Hoanh, both
war invalids and school masters at Ly Ninh, came to the
rescue of a house on fire under the bombing.

In all the combat groups, regular troops and people’s
militia, a common feature has been observed : all, when a
plane dived on their positions, kept their eyes wide open
to shoot at the right time. The ideological work conducted
during the last months has yielded its fruits. A jet plane
which swoops down on a target to release bombs and rockets,
usually gives rise to an irresistible panic. The Quang Binh
fighters have overcome their fear since their first battle,
and this was their greatest victory.

July 1905

Our car travelled by night, ail lights out. In the day
one runs the risk of being machine-gunned at any moment,
and at night, when a light is on, U.S. planes immediately
shoot at it. Our driver tiied to follow in the obscurity the
dark trail which marked the roadside so as not to run lus car
into the rice paddies. From time to time, we brushed past,
not without a shudder, the shadow of a truck coming from
the opposite direction. We crossed small rivers on floating
bridges which were set up at nightfall to be taken away at
dawn. In the dark, I could see collapsed bridges, with ends
showing above the water like the stumps of amputated
limbs. My throat was dry, and an unspeakable hatred was
rising within myself. We have so little cement, so little
steel, almost no machines, even less technicians. How much
toil we have spent building those bridges, putting into order
the communications devastated by nine years of war (anti-
French resistance war, 1945-1954).

At both ends of those bridges, in the neighbouring
ricefields, one could see hundreds of bomb craters; often in
order to hit a small bridge, U.S. aircraft had to conduct
tens of raids, the U.S, pilots being reluctant to dive down
low enocugh, fearing the gioundfire from guns of all
calibres. When they did dive, many lost their lives. The
fast-flying jets strike with little precision when they aim at
small targets, and run a great risk in diving too low,
when hundreds of guns are ready to fire at them,

Our car often tumbled along sections of highway under
repair, where the bombs had cut into the road. Interruption
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of the traffic was never very long; as soon as a bomb was
dropped, teams of workers rushed in to fill up the crater,
and a few minutes later, the vehicles could go on. At a
place, we were warned : *“ Time hombs have been dropped
there; they have been covered with earth; they will explode
in about a quarter of an hour, you can either wait or go at
once.”" The truck drivers who were there chose to #o on, for
they had no time to lose, and we followed them. Those
navvies came from villages bordering the roads; as soon as
the planes turned tail, hundreds of people, with spades, picks
and planks came to restore the road to good repair. A
heavily-loaded truck was bogged down in the mud; we
stopped to help. It was not nceded, because tens of people
were already there, coming from the neighbouring village
and with the sheer strength of their arms soon took the
vehicle out of the quag.

We crossed the river Gianh on a ferry towed by a
motor launch. We were not far away from the river mouth,
and the crossing was 700 to 800 metres wide. U.S. piratical
planes often roam the sky overhead, but our A.A. artillery
here is very vigilant. We were in the middle of the river
when a flare lit up in the sky above our heads. The vultures
were there. '* Keep calm,” shouted the man in charge of
the ferry, **lic down, all of you, we'll take care of every-

thing ". Everyone did as he was told without a noise,

“without a false movement. The launch quickened its speed ;

one could hear our guns boom, and the humming of planes
soon vanished i the distance, the pirates having probably
found it too dangerous to hover over a ferry when the A.A.
guns on the river banks were already warned.

Our driver confided to us: ** They are wonderful, those
fellows of the ferry; every day, they risk their lives at
each crossing ; many of them have fallen, but as you could
see, they were as calm during the alarm as if they had
been of stone.”” A few minutes before, just before the alarm,
I had heard a ferryman tell me: * They are great, those
truck drivers,spending night after night driving without lights,
running the risk of being machine-gunned at every turn of
the road. " In the depth of myself, I thought: ‘' They too
are great, those peasants, men and women, of the villages
along our roads who day and night come to mend the road
without any pay.'' Many of them had learnt how to defuse
time bombs, which was considered to be the specialty of the
engineers.

We were told some names, and the image of such or
such a ferryman, a truckdriver or a navvy was evoked. On



30 VIETNAMESE STUDIES

our way, in the night, I could not see any face, [ did not
know any name, but [ felt surrounded by a host of men,
perfectly calm, determined to do their duty, whatever
might happen, lieroes without a name, without a face. The
most powerful air force in the world has been trying to cut
off our communications, and yet our vehicles keep going in
a steady stream. Without bulldozers, scrapers, giant cranes,
we have won the battle of communications

We visited Badon in the carly morning; nothing was
left of this little township which had been rebuilt after
the French had left. Heaps of bricks, charred beams, broken
gicces of earthenware. Those razed houses had been built
ardly three or four years ago. The Badon of February came
back to my mind, with its ten-class schocl, its new houses,
and above all its sanatorium. Sick people with chronic
diseases came from all corners of the country to be cured
while learning again to work. Small pavilions scattered
among the filaos, gardens looked after by the patients
themselves, nothing of these was left. Where is he now,
that asthmatic who confided o me how after long months
he had managed to overcome his illness, to recducate his
respiration, and told me about his plans for the future?
I dared not inquire after him; sick people had been killed
by the bombings, and I feared that he might be among
them. Why had they attacked Badon, that quiet little town,
where there was not a factory, uot a battery of guns?
The ruins of the Badon sanatorium remind one of those of
the T.B. hospital of Thanhhoa, those of the big leper
sanatorium of Quynhlap. In the gieat silence which pre-
vailed over the annihilated little town, I understood the
reason for this feiocity. It was aimed at terrorizing, in-
timidating an entire people, so as to bring them to their
knees. But it was the contrary that happened. In the neigh-
bouring villages where they had taken refvge, we met
the inhabitants of Badon, with weapous in their hands,
determined to avengs their destroyed town.

That night, we went past Quangpliue, a Catholic village
on the shore of the river Gianh. Burnt houses could bhe
seen along the road. Suddenly, we heard prayers in the
complete darkness. We had gone past the chuich without
noticing it, for service was held at night, without any
lights on, so as not to attract enemy bombs. In this village,

o y/or
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not long ago, some still lent cars to the lies of the Voice
of America; today everybody asks for arms to fire at
the U.S. planes. The village has been cited by the govern-
ment for its combativeness.

Our car was running on when all of a sudden 1
thought 1 was dreaming : electric lights, lit up there like
a challenge in the middle of this province entirely plunged
into darkness. We were at Donghol, capital of the province.
Could it be an inviolated * sanctnary ”? Not at all. It
had undergone practically uninterrupted attacks since
February, and especialiy since April after the Baltimore
spcech of Johnson offering to negotiate. lInside the old city
wall, not a house was left standing. Outside it, numerous
quarters had been hit. But Donghoi is full of life, and
shows it. livery night, its inhabitants come back, and the
streets become busy; lights are lit up, and the sho
open. Donghot is too well spotted by the enemy to take
the trouble of hiding itself in darkness, like the willages
scattered in the plain. I mingled with the crowd that
moved along the streets, amidst the ruins. A gay crowd,
extraordinarily calm. They went shopping in the market,
in the state department store as if nothing had happened.
No one seemed to hurry, they talked, laughed ; young
people humming tunes in fashion or taking a walk under
the double row of coco-nut palms quivering in the wind,
on the banks of the river Nhatle. The people’s bookshop
attracted a lot of customers; I eatered it together with a
stream of curious on-lookers and buyers. A young soldier
asked for a textbook of physics, a midile-aged man looked
for the co lection of stories by Nam Cao (1), young women
ran over a booklet on hirth contiol with stifled chuckles.
Some one hundred meties away from theie, I saw people
queueing in front of a photographer’s shop : mostly young
people, in particular young girls who wanted to have their
photographs taken, with a rifle on the shouider.

Alarm! The lights were put out, all this crowd disap-
pearcd, as if by magic, in the numerous shelters and dug-
outs built almost cverywhere; the trenches bristled with
rifles. One wounld say a well conducted ballet. The alarm
over, the lights were switched on again, the crowd reap-

ared in the streets, life-went on, talks resumed and
ughter burst out again. The war seemed far away. On

(1) Well - kmown uovelist, who died at the front during the
prst Resistance.
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the Nhat Le which reflected a clear moonlight, junks
were drifting silently, from which melodious songs could
be heard.

At dawn, we passed the river Nhatle, on the boat of
old Mrs Suot, the now well known heroine of the country,
who for innumerable times had made this crossing in all
weather and under intense bombing. Someone asked her the
reason for so much courage. She replied: ** Look at those
tiled roofs; many have been built these last few years, one
must defend them, mustn’t one? " Opposite Dongho:, on the
other bank of the Nhatle, Baoninh village to which
Mrs. Suot pointed her finger showed off its red-tiled roofs
amidst filaos and stretched along several kilometres on a
band of sand squeezed between the river and the sea: 4,000
inhabitants, most of them living on fishing. In the days of
the anti-French resistance, it was a safe refuge for the
Donghoi militants, whom Mrs Suot ferried on her boat
from one bank to the other. Today, Baoninh continues
to play the role of a protecting wall for Donghoi. The planes
which come to bomb the town fly over the village first, the
commandos who land from enemy vesseis have to pass Bao-
Ninh before reaching the town. That i1s why Baoninh has
organized a double line of watch and defence, against the
ships and the planes. The trenches dug in the sand collapse
easily, so the people lrad to cross the river to fetch
earth to reinforce them. The seaside is crisscrossed with
trenches, firing positions and protecting works. With i1ts own
self-defence force, the village can withstand large units of
invaders. Almost all coastal wvillages in the country are
organized in the same way ; American troops trying to land
on North Vietnam are liable to suffer important losses even
before encountering regular troops. For the time being, U.S.
ships are roaming in the offing. Once, a fishing boat was
seized by those pirates, its eleven-man crew captured. They
were put to torture, because the enemy wanted information
on the situation in the province, on the defence works. Not
one of them spoke. They only referred to the provisions of
the Geneva Agreements and demanded firmly that they
should be set free. Finally, the enemy had to release them,

We visited the net-weaving workshop of the village. A
score young girls were handling threads of golden silk
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Quang Binb, ouc native land

Why is it that on our native land so many new filed voofs
have blossomed ?

Friend, gone ave the days of hardships, sweet happiness
has come.
Why is it that on our native land vice is so [resh and
green ?

Friend, vemember the time of hunger and davkness.

Quangbinh — khoankhoan ho khoan — beloved Quangbinh—
khoankhoan ho khoamn,

In ten years how you have changed— khoankhoan ho
khoan

From the blue ocean — khoankhoan ho khoan —

To the green forests — khoankhoan ho khoan

All through the four seasons songs arve vinging,

The viver Kien which flows through Le Thuy brims over
with love.

Greeting to you, young militiawoman keeping watch on
the coast!

Greeting to you, young gumner scanning the sky!

Every day that passes sees owr land grow and maluie

The seeds of the Revolution sprout and bud.

O Quangbinh, our beloved native land! Lel’s dejend our
land and our sky

Let’s defend all the. things that we love so much !

O Quangbink, our beloved mative land ! Let all of us send
to Trithien (1)

The pledge that on the day of victory

We shall unite under the same roof !

(1) Trithien: provinces soutn of the 17th oarallel, sister provinces of
Quangbinh.



The Hienluong bridge joins the two banks
of the River Bernhai on the v7th pavallel.

A team of the International Control Commission
inspecting the bridge aftev a U.S. air vaid.




Fishing continues in defiance of enemy attacks.



Repairing bombed rvoads.






These young girls, who would hesitate to go out
alone at night, ave veady to stand up to U.S.
awr attacks guns in hands.
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