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OUR MONTHI_JY 

COMMENT 

l:)OLLOW ING the peace initiatives put for
/ " zvard by the Foreign A1i11isters of the three 

[ ndochincsc countries at tlzcir Conferences in 
Phnom Penh (January 1980), Vientiane (July 
1980) and Ho Chi .~1mh City (January 1981), 
another important proposal was made by Deputy 
Prime Afinister and lvfinister of Foreign Affairs 
of L~os, Phoune Sipaseuth, on behalf of lz;s coun
try, Vietnam and Kampuchea at the United Na
tions General Assembly on September 28 last. It was 
a proposal on the principles gm•ernmg the peaceful 
co-existence between the two groups of countrtes -
Indochina and ASEAN - for peace, stability, 
friendship and co-operatiOn Ill Southeast Asia. 
(See full text in this issue). 

At present, the situation i11 Southeast Asia is 
tense and potential! y ex plosive. This instability 
results from a situation which has lasted forty 
years, the origin of whic/i, tn our opin(on, is the 
interventwn and aggression of countries <()utside 
the area: West European r.olonialist countries, 
then the United States of America, and lately 
China - with Amencan C(Jnnii:ancc. 

For a long time, China has seen Southeast Asia 
as a chOice area ill which to carry out her policy 
of hegemony anj expansion, capitalnmg on the 
presence of fairly numerous Chinese residents and 
of 1\1 aoist p:irttes. However, Beijing's ambition 
has been checked by Vietnam and 1979 witnessed 
tWO painful events for China: her loss of Kam
puchea - an important bridge from which to 
threaten the I ndochtnese and other Southeast Ast an 
countries, and immediately after that her defeat in 
her aggression of Vtetnam. 

Beijing's activities took. place just at the ttme· 
the USA wanted to play the China card against 
the Sovtet U 1lfon and world revolutionary forces' 
That was the origin of a new con juncture in 



Southeast Asia, at utter variance with the atmos
phere of friendship and co-operation which had 
prevailed from i976 to i978, marked by many 
reciprocal vtsits between the leaders of Vietnam 
and Laos on the one hand, and those of the 
ASEAN countries on the other. as well as by the 
documents stgned on these occasions. 

The hottest spot has been the Kampuchea -
Tji~iland b?rder. Deeply influenced by both the 
USA and Chtna, the That rulers took little account 
of their natwnal interests: they let the Pol Pot 
remnant troops use Thailand as a sanctuary and 
rece;ve Chinese weapons, in an effort to reverse 
Kampuchea's histortcal trend. Bangkok, and also 
Smgapore, lza·ve been used as gathertng places for 
the Kampuchean reactionaries egged on by Beijing, 
in order to oppose the Kampuchean patriots and 
the Phnom Penh Government. 

In this month of October, Thailand took a senes 
of dangerous steps: That Premter Prem Tinsula
nond went to the USA and received a pledge from 
the Reagan Admtnistratton to increase its arms aid 
tn r982 by 60% compared wtth 1981 and to boost 
it in the future, in exchange for Thatland's com
mitment to let the USA reactivate the military 
bases of Sattahtp, Korat, Ubon and U don which 
they lzad been compelled to close in 1975. After 
that, Thai and US troops carried out joint exer
ctses of sea landings in the Gulf of Thailand, at 
the same time as the manmuvres of US-] apanese 
troops, of US-British-Australian-New Zealand 
troops, and the arms build-up at Dtego Garcia base 
tn the Indian Ocean. In the context of the Reagan 
Administratwn's arms drtve and tenston-butldtng 
in the world, does Thailand's policy aimed at 
stepping up the "return" of the USA tn Southeast 

. Asta fully conform to Beijing's taste? 

A misapprehension about the cause of tenston in 
Southeast Asta has led the ASEAN countries to 
promote an" International Conference on Kampu
chea" whtch was doomed to failure and only 
brought grist to the mills of two countrtes outside 
the area: the USA and China. However, even 
durtng the process of t!us undertaktng those 
ASEAN countries with a sense of reality can see 
that China's aims go agatnst their immedtate inter
ests. Chtna wants to restore the Pol Pot regtme in 
Kampuchea by mtlttary means, to destabilize and 
separate the Southeast Astan countries for China's 
own benefit, while the ASEAN countrtes need 
peace and stabtlity and many of them abhor the 
Khmer Rouge executwners. 

A That poltttctan argues that Chtna ts a long
run threat to Southeast Asta but not for many 
years to come: the dtrect threat comes from V tet
nam. This fltes in the fate of reality. Fac~s show 

that even tn C htnese Premter Zhao Z t yang' s tour 
of Southeast Astan countries, China refuses to 
cut off her relattons wtth the Jl1 aoiSt parties m 
these countnes. Facts also show that China keeps 
up her territorial clatms against her neighbours: 
wttness her refusal. for many days, to grant an 
entry visa to a member of an Indian dclegatiOn 
only because he represents an Indian State that 
China claims as belonging to her/ 

On the other hand, il ts a matter of fact that 
Vietnam has many times reiterated her proposal to 
stgn a treaty of non-aggresswn betzveen V tetnam 
and Thailand, and warmly supported Phnom 
Penh's proposal to establish a denulitanzcd zone 
betz<:cen Kampuchea and Thailand. These proposals 
have all been rejected by Thailand. 

Vtetnam and the other Indochinese countnes only 
hope to have peace and stabtltty tn this area so as 
to devote thetr energies to rehabduawzg tlzetr war
torn countries. To say that they want territorial 
aggra~dtzement iS but a reflection of the Beijing 
rulers expansionist ambtttons. Tlze solidarity be
tween the three Indochinese countries is an mdts
pensable requirement proved by llistory and a legi
ttmate asptratton of the peoples of the three coun
trtes. It does not harm any cozmtric.1 in ,\,'outheast 
Asia ar any other country. 

Those arc some basu: points ill our view of the 
sttuation in Southeast Asta whtclz we hope the 
ASEAN countries will share. As Deputy Pr11ne 
J\;fintster and Aftntsterof Foretgn Affairs of Laos 
Phoune Stpaseuth has pomted out, the Indochinese 
and the ASE AN countries may appraise dtf fer
ently the cause of the present tension in Southeast 
Asia, and that is prectsely why the two groups of 
countries should contmue their dtalogue to better 
understand each other and bnng their viewpoints 
nearer. 

Southeast Astan affairs must be settled bv 
Southeast Aswns without pressure or threat fro;.,,, 
countrtes outside the area, whtch should respect their 
independence, soveretgnty and territorial tntegrity. 
For their part, the lattfr shall not let any country 
use their territory as a base for dtrect or tndtrect 
aggression and interzJentwn wtth regard to other 
countries. If all the Southeast Astan countries 
have a common voice in this matter that will stay 
the hands of the countries outside' the area whtch 
nurture ex pansiomst, internentionist or aggressive 
designs agamst them, and they will have many 
prospects to further mutual comprehension and join 
hands to build Southeast Asia into an area of 
peace, stabtltty, frtendslup and co-operation. 

2 5 Octqber i981 
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for 

peace, stability, 

OVER th€ pa~t forty years, 
there has never been peace 
and ~!ability in Southeast 

Asia. The prest>nt tense and 
expllilsive situation poses a threat 
to peace and stability In the region 
and is a grave cause for concern 
for a great number of countries 
in the world. 

Since the end of the second 
Indochina war in 1975, the countrie~ 
in the region, particularly those ot 
the two groups of Indochina and 
ASEAN, have made various efforts 
to promote relations of friendship 
and co-operation on the basis of 
peaceful co-existence between 
States with different political and 
social reg-imes. This is a positive 
trend of development which re
sponds to the aspiration of the 
peoples in the region and to the 
interests of peace and stability 
in the region and the \Vorld. 

, However, there still C'xist a 
certain number of differences 
bet ween the two groups in assess
ing the cause of the tense and 
explosive situation in Southeast 
Asia and over the measures to be 
taken to remove this. Only further 
dialogue between the two groups 
of countries can promote mutual 
understanding and trust in order 
to eliminate the differences and 
jointly seek a settlement to remove 
the cause of the threat to the 
independence and sovereignty of 
States, and in general for peace 
and stability in the region. 

No. II - 1981 

friendship and co-operation 
. 
m 

Southeast Asia 

Tlze following text zvas delivered by Phoune Sipascuth, Deputy Prime 
Afinister· and Afi11ister of Foreign Affairs, head ef the d~!egation ef the Lao 
People's Democratic Republic. at the 36th session nf the [JN General Assembly 
on 28 SejJtemher r981 with tlze consent of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam 
and t,he People's Republic of Kampuchea. 

Moves in such a direction are in 
conformity with the final declara
tion of the Ministerial Conference 
of the Non-Aligned Countries held 
in New Delhi in February 1981 
calling on "all States in the region 
to start a dialogue which would 
lead to the resolution of differences 
and to the establishment ·of dura
ble peace and stability in the area 
as we!! as to an end of involve
me:nt :rnd threats of intervention 
by outside powers". 

\Vith a view to achie>'ing peace, 
stability, friendship· and co-opera
tion in Southeast Asia, the Indo
chinese countries and the A.SEAN 
countries should agree upon the 
following principles: 

1. To respect each other's inde
pendence, sovereignty and trrrito· 
rial integrity; non-aggression, 
equality, mmual benefit and 
peaceful co-existence between the 
two groups of countries-Indochina 
and :\SEAN-for peace, stability, 
friendship and co-operation in 
Southeast J\sia. 

To respect the right of the people 
of each country to choose and 
develop freely their political, 
social, economic and cultural 
systems, to decide freely their 
domestic and foreign policies in 
accordance with the rurposes and 
principles of the Non-Aligned 
Movement and of the UN Charter. 

The internal and external affairs 
of each country in the two groups 
of Indochina and ASEAN shall be 

I 
decided by its own people, no 
country shall have the right to 
interfere individually or collec
tively, directly or indirectly. 

z. To solve disputes and differ
ences in relations between coun
tries belonging to the two groups 
as well as the other countries in 
the region by peacefol means 
through negotiations and in the 
spirit that the problems of 
Southeast Asia should be settled 
bv the Southeast Asian countries 
themselves. The principles of 
equality, friendship, mutual res
pect, comprehension and taking 
into account each country's legiti
mate interests, by mutual agree
ment and without imposing one 
party's will on the other and 
without outside interference, 
force or threats to use force in 
their relations-this is the basis of 
negotiations. 

To respect the right of eacl~ 
country of Indochina and ASEAN 
and the other countries in the 
region to individual or collective 
self-defence in accordance with 
the principles of the Non-Aligned 
Movement and the UN Charter: 
not to allow any country to use 
collective self-defence treaties to 
serve its particular interests and 
oppose other countries in the 
region 

3. To pursue and develop bilat
eral and multilateral co-operation 
in the economic, technical, scien
tific, cultural, sporting and tourism 
fields between the two groups of 

3 



countries as well as the ::ither 
countrie~ in :Southeast Asia on the 
principles of equality. mutual 
benefit, with a view to strengthen -
ing mutual understanding and 
trus!, friendly and geod-neigh
bourly relationships and in the 
interest of the national construc
tion of each country according 
to its own conditions. 

The countries concerned will 
co-operate in the explcitation of 
the Mekong river for thei; respec
tive economic development and 
for the common prosperity of the 
r.eg!on. 

f. To respect the sovereignty of 
the coastal countries of the South 
China Sea over their territorial 
waters, their sovereign rights over 
their exclusive econom'ic zone and 
continental shelf. 

1Jo ensure favourable conditions 
for' the land-locked countrv in the 
region regarding transit , td and 
from the sea, and guaranteeing 
maritime rights and advantages to 
the same country, in acco;dance 
with international law and prac
tice. 

To solve disputes among the 
coastal countries of the South 
China Sea over s~a areas and 
islands through negotiations. Pend
ing a solution, the parties concern
ed undertake to refrain from any 
actions that might aggravate the 
existing disputes. The countries in 
the region will act together to 
seek ways of co-operation among 
themselves as well as with other 
countries inside and outside the 
region in exploiting sea and sea
bed resources on the basis of mu
tual respect, equality and mutual 
benefit, preservation of the mari
time environment against pollutio11, 
guaranteeing international com
munication lines and freedom of 
sea and air navigation in the 
region of the South China Sea. 

5. The countries outside the 
region must respect the indepen
dence, sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of the countries within 
the region and end all for ms 
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ot pressure and threats from 
outside which create tension 
and hostility among the countries 
in the region. 

The countries in the region ~hall 
not allow any country to use their 
territory as ,~ base for aggression 
and intervention. direct or indi
rect, against others. 

They will express their readi
ness to co-ooerate with other coun
tries ot:tside the region and inter
national orga11iz::itions, to receive 
2id with no political conditions 
attached. 

Bilateral or multilateral co-oper
ation ~~ctween the countries of 
the t\vo groups of lndochina and 
ASEAN, a~ well as the other 
countries in the region, with coun
tries outside the regiOn shall not, 
under any circumstances, be de
trimental to the ~ecurity and 
interests of other countries in the 
region or directed against a third 
CO\l!ltry. 

(i. To ensure an efficient imple
mentation of the above-mentioned 
principles, a standing body in 
charge of the dialogue and consul
tations between the two groups of 
countries-Indochina and ASEA".\ -
possibly with the participation of 
Burma will be established. This 
body, the composition of which is 
to be agreed upon by the two 
sides, may consist of one or 
several representatives of each 
group (with formula t-: or 2-2) 
and hold annual meetings to 
solve the problems raised concern
ing relations between the mem
bers of the two groups, or extraor
dinary meetings in case of 
emergencv or crisis. 

7. The above-mentioned princi
ples shall constitute a .basis for the 
current dialogues and consulta
tions aimed at concluding agree
ments or some other form of 
commitment between the two 
groups of countries of Indochina 
and ASEA>J which are ready to 
invite the other country in the 
region to take part in such dia
logues and consultations.· 

Hanoi's Vietvpoint 

A 

DESPICABLE 

SLANDER 

1'7.>EGIJ\'.\'f.VG a nc~u campatgn 
~ of slander at the 36th session 

of the U:\' (,'cneral Assem
blv, tiie l 'nited States claimed that the 
Stivirf C nion and the sor1altst 
rommunitv hau used chemical v..•capnns 
long ha'1nrd by manki11d. I ts aim was 
ob·viouslv to cnnfi1sc />uh/tr opinion 
and discredit t hr So,·tcl C niot1 and 
thr whole socialist romm11nil1· in the 
eyes of the ccrJrld. 

Signtfira11t1r enou:;h. this brazen 
calumny was made exactly at a ttme 
when the Reagan Administration is 
frantically inlensljying its production 
of nuclear and strategic weapons. It 
ts therefore also intended to dtvert 
public opinion v..·hiclz ts indignantly 
condemning the United States for 
deliherately prornktng tension in ·the 
world and reviving the atmosphere of 
ihc cold war. In .fiut, tlze decision of 
the Reagan .ldminlstratton to go 
ahead rnil h the production of the 
neutron bomb has touched off a mtght_v 
movement C!f protest across the g-lobe. 
Lt/;c-~J.Jise, the US plan of deploytng 
111edtu111-range missiles in l¥es/ern 
Europe has deepened public resent
ment in the area. The huge mtlilar_v 
budget proposed by the Pentagon is 
meeling with slrong censure right in 

' the L'nited States itself. This new 
campaign of slander unleashed by the 
Reagan Administration obviously is 
intended to palliate popular an:er 
and cover up its criminal war prepa
ration plans, 7t the same time 

VIETN•ll COUB.Illl 
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.Provtding an excuse for the US plan· 
of stepping up the manufacture of the 
most inhuman zceapons, including 
chemical onts. 

This campaign ;, also a manoeuvre 
•"the Reagan Admi11i.1!u11ion to reject 
or shv away from tru!v construrtive 
talks with the Souel Union zuilh a 
vtew to reducing tensio11 and achiez:
tng practical m<<1sures conduei;:e to 
tnternattonal d,;tente. disRrmament 
and a limitation of slrategic and 
nucle11r weapo•1s. 

Another aim of this slander cam 
paign is lo cover the US increased 
collusion zdth the Beijing expa11sio11-
tsts and lend at1dence to its currntl 

tncrease in moral, material and 111i/i

tary assistance to the reactionaries in 
.11.fghanis!an, the remnants of f'ol 
Pot--Ieng Sary forces and the other 
Khmer reactio1wries. 

Irontcally enough, those who are 
now slinging mud at the Soviet 
Unton, Vietnam and the socialist 
community are actualiy the very same 
people who have used chemical 
weapons in Southeast "'lsia and 
conducted a bacteriological war tn 
Korea and more recently in Cuba. It 
ts the United States which has uud 
toxic chemicals tn Vietnam and tlie 
other countries in l ndochtna through
out its ag:;ressive war against these 
cnuntries. This chemical war has left 
fncal cu/ab! e consequences for the ~eo
. tJ!es ol Indochina and also to thou
sands of l.(S veterans. 

The fabrications vociferated this 
time by the imperialists whose hands 
are still stained with h!ood of the 
peoples or Indochina are o/ the 
utmost impudence. Together with the 
friends of freedom, progress and 
'ustice throughout the world zu are 
determined to step up the struggle for 
peace and international arms reduc
tiori, and to demand that t!ze United 
States and the other warlike imperial
ist fcrces abolish all their barbarous 
weaponl including neutron bombs and 
chemiral ard hactertofogtcal warfare. 

'.\JL\i\ D.\>.'" 

9 September, t98r 

THE UNITED STATES IS NOT MORALLY 

QUALIFIED TO RAISE THE QUESTIOI OF 

CHEMICAL WARFARE AT THE UNITED 
NATIONS 

Prqlessor TO'.\ THAT TUNG 

1
1/) FCENT LY the US State Department dedared that it had evtdence of the 

'_/( use of chfmical weapons by the Soviet Union, Vietnam and Laos during 

military operations in Afghanistan, Kampuchea and LaoJ. It specified 

that these chemicals are mycotoxins derived matnly from ntvalmon and 

the T2-toxin. 

Ntva/enon was discovered tn 1968 by a japannese named Takasht Tatsum• 

and reported tn Cancer Research-a publtcatton tn the Untted States-tn the 

samt year, Its origin was traced back to the poisoning of 25 young ]apsnese 

after they had eaten mouldy wheat which caused vomiting and dizziness. A 

Japanese researcher, Tsunodo, later found a poisonous fungus called Fuwrf11m 

nivide belonging ta the Fusarium Sp .. tpectes tn this mouldy wheat. 

Tiu toxin secreted byFusarium ni'vale is' named Nivalenon nf which the chem

ical nomenclature is not yet known. Some be/iez;e it is a Butenoltde which 

can he deterted by the method of t!dnla_ver chromatograph_i or gas chromatogra

phy and ma_y bP used in theform of acetate or hydrontz•alenon. The lethal dose 

for mice i> estimated at 'lo microgrammes for every ten grammes of wetght . 

T2 Is the toxin found in a large number off ungt of theFusartum Sp. speties 

such asF.E(:utsiti, F.Sctrpi and F.Trtcindum. It was discovered by ].R. Bamburg 

in 1968 and his findings were published in the United States in "Bio-techno
logy and Bio-engineering" magazine in the same year. The T2-toxin belongs to 

the group of Sctrpene whose chemical formula was, discovered b.r Wisconsin 

University. 

It is extracted from the T 2 of the F. 7,'rtcinctum fungus which lives on the 

leaz.·es fJj mai::::e and ~(fed to animals causes diarrhoea and loss of weight. 

Ironically enough, this substance is classed as a state secret while it can b1 

bought easily in the United States at 75 dollars a bag. 

We, who were the first to study the effects of US chemical warfare in 

Vietnam, cannot but wonder at the inconsideration with uhich :he vVhite House 

hcu concluded on chemical warfare by basing ttse!f only 01.1 a fe~r,, samples of 

mycotoxtns if had gathered ho<ttl_v, !eaving unanswered the following funda

menta 1 questions : 
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1. In what areas have these toxins been droppfd and what are the clinical 

iymptoms and toxicological analyses on the victims? 

2. ls there any proof that these toxins do not exist in nature and by what 

means and from where have they been dropped? 

J. What are the results of the studies on thesefungi in the sprayed regions? 

4. FVhat have been their effects on the environment and the flora and fauna 

in the sprayed areas? 

5. What are their effects on man? 

6. Since these toxins are freely circulated on the market, how can one 

guarantee that the collection of samples has been s.cientifically correct? 

This is why, we, as wtll as a number of American scientists, are deeply 

shocked by the statement of the Whtte House. In fact, it has used some very 

dubious samples to formulate conclusions on a very complicated question. 

What is more, we declare that the US Administration is not morally qual

ifted to raise this question becaus.: the U ntted Stal es has been universally con

demned for its brutal chemical warfare for eight years on end in Vietnam. We 

have been able to demonstrate (and our conclusions have been substantiated by 

many scientists in Europe and Ameriw) that the herbicides sprayed by the 

United States on Vietnam have: 

r. Caused extensive damage to the forests, crop fields and nature in Vietnam' 

2. Left drea4ful effects on the civilian population: miscarriages, still

births, aborlions, defonnittes, nervous complaints and cancer. Ever since 1970 

the successive US Administrations have contended that these herbicides dtd not 

affect man's health nor the environment, rven though oniy recently the US 

Department of Health has declared that the number of Vietnam veterans in the 

United Stales affected by the defoliants ts many limes bigger than the previously 

published figure or l,000. 

On the other hand, we wish to draw pub! ic attentwn to the fact that the 

current intensified US campaign of slander against the Soviet Union about 

chemical warfare may be designed to CO<'er the US effor's to considerably increase 

tts stockpile of chemical weapons and particularly the new weapon called 

"btnary wtapon ". This ts a kind of gun using ammunition consisting of two 

chemical bottles which, when fired, would mix up to form toxic gases lilu VX, · 

stlrin and soman, es;ecially directed against the human nervous system. 

Peace on earth cannot be built on lies and threats but only through mutual 

understanding, meetings and negotiations. Still less can it be achtcved by means 

of chemical weapons and neutron bombs. The present nuclear arsenal is well 

stocked enough to have a destructive power equal to that of one million atomic 

bombs of the type dropped on Htroshima, that is enough to completely ·:JJtpe 

the human race off the face of our planet. 

' 

A N evening spent in this com

mune of Hai Hau coa~tal 

area (1) sounded just like 

other commun(s, but it had a 

"music" of its own. Amongst the 

discordant notes the children of 

the Hai Van co-op m:.mager rec

ognized those emitted by their 

father's motorbike which they had 

been hearing for a year now. 

"That's my dad's bike!" boasted 

a boy rushing out of the house. 

Amid mounting noise and flashes 

of light on the clump of bamboos 

surrounding the house, a Honda 

motorbike suddenly loomed up. 

On seeing us under the light Mr 

Nhu handed the vehicle to his son 

and said, all in one breath: 

" 'vVhy are you so late in coming? 

I would have been home sooner 

but for those depredatory brown 

pbnthoppers which kept me 

working at plans to kill them 

tomorrow. The co-operative would 

be doomed if the crop was lost... I 

am sorry for having kept you 

waiting but I am entirely at your 

service now." 

* 
* * 

It was a fairly long time since 

we had last met him in the early 

seven ties. Hai Van now ranked 

among the advanced co,-operatives 

of Hai Hau district and many 

people were attracted by its cultu

ral life. lt is an 85-per cent Catholic 

commune but there is no conflict 

between Catholics and Communists 

as Fran<;>ois Houtart, a visiting 

Belgian sociologist, remarked. Now 

Hai Van is also known for its 

strict production management, its 

VIETNAM COUlU&I 
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A SECOND VISIT 

TO A CO-OPERATIVE 

IN THE RED RIVER 

DELTA 

good intensive rice farming, its 
rapidly improving standard of 
living, and its creative application 
of the Party's line and policies, 
particularly in setting the contrac1 
system (See Vietnam Courier Nos. 2 

and 3, 1981 on contractual incerr
tives in agriculture). For the Hai 
Hau district Party committee, Hai 
Van now was a perfect co-opera
tive, one of the standard-bearers 
of the district's 42 co-operatives. 

Mr l\hu bore his years well -
the same short haircut, bright 
eyes, healthv complexion and strong 
build of a sailor rather than a 
peasant. Through his tale we 
visualized Hai Van rrogressing 
steadily in the few years during 
which a man, a leading collective 
and nearly six thousand people 
had continually struggled against 
nature and the land to wrest a 
comfortable life. Indeed, this 
advance had not been smooth 
sailing. 

Earl\' in the sixties, while manv 
·co-operatives in North Vietna~1 
were already model advanced ones, 
Hai Van only grew scanty crops 
and had to be supplied with 50-70 
tonnes of food during pre-harvest 
days. '.\1any people took to trading, 
"leaving their fate to God". It was 
a harsh struggle against Nature 
and Man. 

i ~ I .· 

Nothing was easy going. In con
trast to its muddy lanes which 
"made one reluctant to go out", 
Hai Van now has twenty kilome
tres of criss-crossing cinder-cum
cement roads. Most jmpressive was 
the campaign to do irrigation 
work and field improvement. 
Some people feared that the land 
would not requite their efforts. 
However, rice yield jumped from 
1 - 2 tonnes to 7-8 tonnes per 
hectare for years on end. In 1980, 
while storms and floods wrought 
havoc in many places, Hai Van 
kept on reaping 7-8 tonnes of 
rice for both the summer and the 
autumn crops. This year it planned 
to harvest 9 tonnes (5-3 tonnes 
in the last spring crop, among the 
best in Hai Hau district). 

In 1967 the rate set by the State 
was 70 tonnes of duty paddy, but 
it was only half-fulfilled that year 
and not achieved until three years 
later. In 1974. however, Hai Van 
was able to deliver to the State 200 

tonnes, and in peak years 300 

tonnes. \Vith people formerly 
unused to raising pigs, Hai Van 
now boasted about 2,000 pigs includ
ing 400 in the co-operative's pig 
farm. Mr Chi in Team Seven and 
.Mr Tan in Team Eight reared 
from 8 to 10 pigs each. 

Relying on land labour, Hai Van 
thus solved the difficult "problem 
of food" fairly well. In so short a 
time each kilogramme of paddy 
or meat required so much sweat 
and energy from everybody in the 
commune. \Vith 1,113 families of 
nearly 6,ooo people and 1,916 
farmhands Hai Vau managed to 
produce enough rice fur its own 
consumption as well as developing 
subsidiary food crops and animal 
husbandry. Of course, it did not 
content itself with "little fish and 
many vegetables" and made a bid 
to provide sufficient meat, fish and 
fruit for the years to come. 

Material benefits are widespread 
in Hai Van : 70-80 per cent of the 
houses are tile-roofed, one-storeyed, 
and built to the same pattern. Six 
hundred families have pendulum 
clocks, three hundred have old
designed cupboards with mother
of-pearl marquetry and most fami
lies have highly-polished ironwood 
beds. This rapid wealth is due to 
the co-op's bumper harvests over 
the past years. It is also clue to the 
vigorous· development of family 
economy. Every family has at least 
one sao (2) of orchard with plants 
like banana, tea and sugar-cane, 
as well as other edible or ornamen
tal plants all around. This sideline 
accounted for half the family 
income. Mr Cong in Team Seven, 
the best vegetable grower of the 
co-operative, has a trellis of loofahs 
overhanging a pond in front of 
his house so replete with fruit that 
one could not see a person at the 
other end. He also plants other 
vegetables in the back-garden and 
many kinds of turnips and kales 
as nurselings in another plot near 
the trellis. Around the garden grow 
a lot of taro to feed the pigs. Mr 
Cong would be able to complete 
the building of a two-storeyed 
house <1her one or two vegetable 
crops, said Mr Nhu. 

* 
* * 



Most interesting was the con

tractual incentives used in the past 

two harvesting seasons which 

differed from 0ther C8-operatives 

in the system of reward. The Hai 

Van co-op manager stressed 

"Reward is not really an apt word. 

If I put in more capital and labour 

to overfulfil the rate set by the 

co-operative, the surplus produce 

cannot be called reward. There

fore, we do otherv>is'e. Whoever 

produces less than :;oo kilogrammes 

of paddy above the rate receives 

two kilogrammes of nitrate. \Vho

ever gets more than 200 kilogram

mes of paddy receiYes four kilo

grammes. \Ve give nitrate so as to 

boost production. In the last crop 

the co-operative distributed 1-400 

kilogrammes of nitrate." Some 

people wanted a graduated reward 

but the manager pref erred having 

"many people overfulfilling a 

little than few people overfulfilling 

much". \Vith this contractual 

system Hai Van production manage

ment was more or less stabiliz

ed. The co-operative took charge 

of five basic activities: tilling, irri

gation, seed production, fertilizer 

handling, and pe::o.t prevention (3). 

During several past crops the co

operative had big wooden trunks 

made to 5\orc ~eeds. The day of 

our visit at Hai Van we <>aw 47 

people from various production 

teams killing planthoppers for the 

whole co-operative - aftenvarcls 

the\' enjoyed a good meal because 

of their unpleisant work. Now 

crop they would not agree, :est it 

overeat. A family which did not 

fulfil its rate meant a loss of yield 

for the production team. That is 

why the co-op members although 

entrusted with three tasks ..:;ould 

not tnmsplaut or tend as they 

liked. In the last spring crop, of 

the 720 families which overfulfil. 

led the contracted work, 3t12 sur

pa~sed less than 100 kilogramL:les, 

wh:le only 14 exceeded more than 

500 kilogrammes. 

* * * 

:\t Hai Van we also noted the 

care 0! the co-operative for child

ren. Each production team has a 

creche drawing nearly all the 

children of appropriate age. Old 

people and thirty retired cadres 

are also looked ;i.fter: in the home 

for elders in the centre of the co

_opHative live 64 old folks, among 

them five with no relatives. Not 

content With its small library of 

3,000 books, Hai Van is building 

a new one with three storeys. The 

300-se:at meeting-hall of the co

operative complete with loudspeak

ers is both a place for cultural 

activities and a wedding-room. 

Fatima drummers and singers' 

~roupes were re-organized to cater 

for the people's cultural life. 

Thousands of people have attended 

galas, performing <>elf-composed 

heads of production teams are and self-acted pieces praising the 

husier than in the past. Should new life and the new socialist 

the water run dry or the crop turn 

bad they have to remind the rt

sponsible people. Should a field 

lack fertilizer thev ask the co

operatiYe to sell it to the interest

ed family. However, if svmebody 

wanted to manuce an alreadv good 
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people, or criticizing the negative 

manifestations in everyday life. 

The 30-bed medical station in the 
centre of the commune was provid

<:d with a garden of ::nedicinal 

plants of more than half a hectare 

supplying a dozen kinds of meJL 

ci11e catering for 70 per cent of 

patients. A system of public ad

dress daily , conveys production 

orders. A new decision of the 

management, a good deed in the 

cooperative, or bad behaviour 
whkh needed to be criticized or 

pointed out, was thus also made 

known to every family. Cultural 

life vY:.is improved: 95 per cent of 

huuses were fitted with the "three 

sanitary works" (4) and 950 out of 

1,u3 families were recognized as 

new-culture families. 

Inexhaustive as these facts might 

be, they did make a strong impres

sion upon us. Land tilling is only 

beginning to be mechanized. 96 

buffaloes still ploughed 200 hec

tares and hoes were still used when 
work was pressing. Co-op mem· 

bers worked untiringly with self. 

discipline and diligence. 

Hai Van thus sets a good exam

ple of ~elf-reliance and fair solution 

of the three interests : more com

fort for the co-op members, more 

products for the State and more 

investment for the co-operative. 

However, it is not yet content with 

its achievements nor indulges itself 

in subjectivism And the entire 

leading collective of the co

operative was candid when they 

recognized that "we have not 

always done well and have to do 

still more." 

VU KIEM 

(1) Ha :\'am Ninh province, 80 km 
so:1th of Hanoi. 

(2) 360 square metres. 

(3) Hntrusting the co-op member 
wit lz three other I ax ks. transplanting, 
tending and harz,esting. 

(4) Well, bathroom and septic tank. 

VIETNAM COUBIEB 



VIETNAM'S OCEAN 

To build up i!s merchant fleet 
a countn· ustLillv needs a 
well dneloped ship-lJllilding 

ndustry which in turn requires 
extensive hca vy industry. 

In Vietnam, however, neither 
heavy industry and ship construc
tion are developed, while there is 
!a growing demand for the trans
port of irnpons and exports. 

Vietnamese sailors have gained 
more experience. The crew of the 
Chuong Duong has crossec.! the 
Equator ten times. The Hau Giang 
and the Thai Binh have made many 
trips across the Bay of Biscay in 
strong gales. 

Most of the original sailors were 
seconded from coastal vessels, and 
there were, at the beginning, only 
about two hundred people with 
formal training in foreign lan
guages and maritime iaw. 

Great efforts, there fore, 11 ave 
been made in training, and more 
tha11 five hundred captains. chief 
engineers, chief electricians, and 
officers have graduated from 

SHIPPING 

courses held by the Vietnam 
Ocean Shipping Agency. Crewmen 
who had completed secondary 
education have also acquired 
university training. In 1975 there 
were 205 uni vc:rsity graduates, now 
the number has increased to 500. 
There has also been an increase 
of fifty µ<"rccnt in the number of 
sailors ,of sccundary-school educa
tion. 

As a result Vietnam has become 
less and less dependent on foreign 
shipping expertise. 

MINH SON and NGOC MINH 

\\'ith the liberation of southern 
Vietnam efforts were made to 
build up a merchant fleet by pt1t
ting to full use esisting shipyards 
and repair docks awl buying ships 
from abroad. The fleet, With the 
exclusion of ships owned bv tl1e 
General Transport Departm~nt of 
the Foreign Trade \linistrv, now 
comprises several doze[] ships 
niost of them with a carrying 
capacity of ten thousand metric 
tons. Total tonna,ge has gone up 
eight time-; since 1975· and fixed 
capital has increased by three 
times. 

A STORMY JOURNEY 
A num1Jcr of the ships have been 

chartered by foreign countries. 
The crews of the Ben Hai, Dong 
Nai, Song Duong and Hau Giang 
have saved a lot of money by 
carrying out repairs themselves 
and by a thrifty use of fuel. S0me 
oi the ships are beginning to 
make a profit after only five years 
of exploitation. 

The Cuu Long OJ, a 20,000-ton 
freighter, made a roo,ooo-!cilo
metre journey to Europe and 
returned safely to Haiphong in 
1975. Since then Vietnamese ships 
have heen seen more and more 
frequently on the Pacific, the 
Indian Ocean, the .-\.t!antic, the 
Mediterranean, the Black Sea and 
the Baltic Sea, and at many Asian 
and African ports. 

THEY were ten men - cadres 
and members of the Ho Chi 
Minh Communist Union -

sent to London by the VIET
FRACHT (General Transport Com
pany. of the Foreign Trade 
.Ministry) to bring home a freighter 
and a cargo. Vietnamese crews 
had many times Joined hired for
eigners in bringing home ships 
bought from abroad, but most of 
those ships were new and big, 
and the journeys short. The 
freighter at London was an old 
or.e with a carrying capacity of 
only 2,650 metric tons. Moreover 
the trip would be long and would 
take the crew through many 
dangerous regions. The services 
of a foreign fonvarding company 
could be asked for, but that would 

cost hundreds of thousands of 
dollars. So it wa~ suggested that a 
Vietnamese crew should go to 
London to take possession of the 
ship, sail it to the German Democ
ratic Republic for a consignment, 
and head home. This would save 
on cost and would also provide a 
good occasion for training. 

"\Ve'll take on the job and make 
it a success as a practical way to 
greet the Fifth Congress of the 
Communist Party," declared a 
warrant officer with a long record 
of overseas trips. "Of course 
we'll have to hire foreign naviga
tors, but that'll be about the only 
help we need." 
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The crew left for England on 25 

April 1981. 

* 
~' * 

The 'i1ip took on a number of 
Bulgarian officers and crewmen 
and sailed from Newport. Crews 
on other vessels wondered how 
it was going, without telecom
munication equipment, to cross the 
Bay of Biscay and three oceans. 

From Southern England to the 
GDR across ]\;orth Sea the trip 
was uneventful, and the crew 
were pleased to learn that by 
taking on a cargo on the way 
home they would save 375,000 
dollars not to mention the duties 
which a delay in the GDR would 
involve. 

The seven hundred miles across 
the Bay of Biscay, hoWC'vcr, were 
a big test. The small ship tossed 
about like a cardboard box and 
everyone came down with sea
sickness. 

Past the !'viediterranean the ship 
entered the Suez Canal and was 
presented with a bronze Egyptian 
sculpture to commemorate its first 
passage across. Then a tube in the 
cooli,pg system burst a:1d the engine 
room was flooded. Vv ater rose 
swiftly to within twenty centime
tres of the machines. All hands 
were mobilized to hail, even those 
who were sick, and the ship went 
on (to stop in the canal would 
incur heavy fines). More than two 
hours later everything was ship
shape again. and everyone sighed 
with relief. 

* 
* * 

Hardly out of the Red Sea with 
a permanent temperature of 50°C 
requiring a very thrifty use of 

10 

fresh water, tl1e ship ran full tilt 
into high seas in lhe Indian Ocean. 
From the bridge one was haunted 
by the idea that the ship would 
disappear at any morn en t bet,veen 
two mountainous waves. The ship 
was set on an easterly course, 
cutting across the southerly wind. 
The greater part of the crew fell 
sick within the first day, but the 
ship plodded on stoically. K. Pri
mov, the Bulgarian Captain, main
tained tbat it would be advisable to 
continue rather than turn back 
and seek shelter in some harbour. 
It \\ould take many days for the 
weather to change in the Indian 
Ocean at this time of year, he 
said. So he took the ship along the 
coast of East Africa, seeking a 
more manageable course. Three 
days went by and the whole crew 
collapsed. The captain, however, 
did not give in, not even after 
radio communication with shore 
had been severed. 

On the fifth day the wind 
shifted and the captain said it was 
now possible to turn back and 
cross the Indian Ocean in safety. 
The ship headed for Sing~pore. 

The General Transport Company 
in Hanoi iost touch with the ship 
for t\venty days. Then came a 
message c/o a foreign ship: the 
freighter "Thanh Ni en" (Youth) 
would arrive at Hai Phong soon. 

The ship entered Chua Ve 
Harbour on July 22. Two days 
later, bedecked with streamers 
and bunting, it welcomed on board 
a shore delegation to which the 
crew reported that their mission 
had been completed. 

PHA:M HO THU 

For the sake of indus 

trialization. 

Set up in \larch 19:;6 in the 
period of e•:llnnmic restoration 
following tlie v:ctor\' in the war 
against the F.·cn ~h colollialists, in 
the frist !he-Year pbn (1956-1960) 
the Hanoi l'ol\'technic trained 
thousanus of engineers for facto
ri"s, workshops, construction sites 
and agricnltural farms. In the past 
25 years, it has trained 18,ooo 
engineer.'. 30 per cent of them 
trained on the job, 7n('> engineers in 
refresher courses, wS .,;econd class 
researchers, and 120 post-graduat
es. Since 1976, the college has held 
examinations for the degree of 
candidate of science. But what is 
most important is the position held 
by the engineers wbo have grad
uatej from the college. 

,\t the 1Jeginning, the college 
was installed in a few buildin&s 
of the former Indochinese stu
dents' hostels with 30 teachers 
who had graduated in the country. 
+ engineers and 900 young people 
studying in 4 departments, 10 sec
tions and 24 disciplines. Today the 
college occupies an area of 35 hec
tares in which huge buildings are 
erected with a vast lecture-hall, a 
library furnished with 600,000 

books: 4 workshops and nearly 90 

laboratories (inch~ding one for 
micro-electronics equipped by 
Holland unde1· the charge of Vu 
Dinh Cu, D. S~.) The eleven 
departments of the college are: 
ertgineering, electricity, dynamics, 
chemistry, metallurgy, economics, 
textiles, foods, mathematics and 
phvsics electronics, and an in
se;vice 'training course begun in 
1960. In all, there are 6i sections, 
72 disciplines and over 8,ooo stu
dents. The staff totals 927 teachers 
including 231 doctors of science 
and candidates of science, fifty 
per cent of whom have been train
ed in the Soviet Union. Two 
professors a!"ld 40 associate profes
sors were promoted in the first 
intake. 

VIET~AM COURIER 



THE HANOI POLYTECHNIC 
. 

CELEBRATES ITS 25th ANNIVERSARY 

/ 

Token of Soviet-Vietnam 
friendship 

Associate professor Ha Hoc 
Trac. director of the school and a 
former-head of tile .electricity 
department, has a rich experience 
in teaching. I le is deputy· to the 
7th National Assembly, standing 
member of the Scientific-Teclwi
cal Commission of the National 
Assembly, vice-president of the 
Hanoi Scientific Commission and 
administrator of many important 
scientific programmes. A congenial 
man, he tofd us of the efforts 
made br the teachers and students 
of the (:ollege in the last academic 
Year and informed us of a com-

No. II-I98r 

This year, we commemorate the 25th anniversary of the rstahlishment of 
two colleg-es: the Hanoi Polytechnic and Hanoi University. The Hanoi 
University was presented to our readers when it was 20 )'Cars old (See 
Virtnam Courier No. 50, old series, 1976), so in this number \le introduce the 
Hanoi Polytechnic. 

It is worth remembering that the Socialist Republic of Vietnam now has 
84 uni versitics and colleges with a teaching bod'y 17 ,250 strong; 16 universities 
and 26 scientific institutes have been entrusted with the task of preparing 
post-graduates since 1976. At present the contingent of scientific workers in 
Vietnam amounts to 260,000 graduates, including 3,600 post-graduates. The 
following artidc is based on a talk with the director of thr college. 

prehensive programme of .educa
tio11al reform and a policy on 
science and technology a pp lied in 
the new academic year (1). Parti· 
cularly he stressed the significance 
of the new equipment supplied 
hy the Soviet Union to the school. 

•·Let us remember that more 
than twenty years ago our school 
was built and equipped for the 
first time with the help of com
rade Doronov, engineer-in-chief, 
now deputy-director of the Insti· 
tute of Planning of Soviet univer
sities, anrl other Soviet techni
cians to the value of 50 million 
dong (25 million for construction 
aud 25 million for equipment). It 
was inaugurated in 1965 in the 

thick of the war against the Ameri
can aggressors, in t'."ie presence 
of comrade U .P. El ut in, Soviet 
Minister of Higher Education and 
comrade M.P. Senko, director of 
Kharkov University, bound to our 
school by ties of sworn friendship. 
Now our college has received 400 
tons of equipment such as compu
ters EC 10::.z and modern machine
tools such as automatic lathes, 
electromicroscopes ... The shipment 
of this equipment, amounting 
in value to 5 million roubles. 
began immediately after the inva
sion of our northern fr0ntier bv 
the Chinese expansionists and 
will be completer\ in 19~h. Then 
our school will be able to play its 
full role as an important scientific 
institute serving the whole country. 

Unforgett'able days ... 

Ha Hoc Trac told us of former 
directors of the school: Professor 
Tran Dai Nghia, Professor Ta 
Quang Bnu, Hoang Xuan Tuy, 
Vice-Minister of Higher Education 
and Vocational Secondary Educ
ation, and Professor Pham Dong 
Diem who had the longest service 
at the school, being its deputy 
di rector in 1959 and director from 
1966 to 1980. Trained at a Techni
cal Universitv in the Soviet Union 
as far back as· 1951, he was one 
of the first professors to teach at 
the school. 

The college museum displays a 
photograph showing President Ho 
Chi Minh who, during his visit, 
recommended the teachers and 
students to •·teach well and study 
well". At its 6th congress held in 
r96z the Party Committee of the 
school adopted this resolution: 

The Hanoi Polytechnic. 

Photo: VNA 
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i;';e P11fitical 
t' l:c C'oi/:munfst 

011 Sciena 
\'iel!'.3In in 

Vielna'° Advances 

SECOND CONFERENCE 
ON MARINE SCIENCE 

(--:-~ !IC ,;/co;;} tr)1di1c11tc on 

(.J 1::~i1 lt/C ,\(·/1 nc·,; ·~:,,us 01)!,0lli,\CJ 
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to 25, 1981. 
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from 15 instilalcs mu! ro 10/!t;:cs 111 

the roz111in. 

!_;'\ j!'l/tf,\ ,·:,tfl t'llSlllfti.1 U/ //l( 

J(/11(. l,.11i 1/." nz1lJJ\' as,;/ !l:i 
,'-1,li11' /u/J in ,\'t}l1.1nh(··1 

ff);·;-. /'h, {_-rJ1;/\'i!l r:( the /1\;pcrs ~·:.:as 

also 111or, tlii'i r and murc cluhv
ratr. T!zc ronfcun(·c 111rn11i11w11s!v 
noted //i,1t 1.11ari11c scic11cr in Virtna111 
has made s11hsiunlial progrfss in th£ 
/Vu .. · .Yturs stn~-r: t/;c ./irst co;l}-rrtnt e. 

.._'..;onu' r~( ! !te f>t1 pc rs m1td£ dci''P inyui
rics iniu spNzji'" 111tcslio11s am! pro-
0·ided initial solulions to some of t/zc 

most imf1ortilnt ij!ICS/imis n:ga1di11;.,' 

Ilic: 11ut;)lu/ ro11dilio11s rmd :11arili111t 
rt sourrl s r~{ V it! 1u111z. They lzu~·c a 
;_'iOjor !1 l Cit in,'_,r j .. :Jr ho!h ccl,nrn;dt hui/d
itj: a,z"l noiiuil(!l on !hcorcf/,_-al 

12.1 ~~·:!! as /' 1:dical planes. The 
scopr 1f //;!' >i;uiir·; is also broader, 

17uc,,liuns CtJJl<'l'rning 

S£ ,l l.'tid tiu ron!i11cntal 
1:/iu:J,'I. ~c_'>~umc r:( tilt· />rtje(/ s 

i~'C 'Zrty he!f:(u! lo 

011 both 11ali1mai 

und rc;..;ioaal S(oles. in tartit:u-
!ar ~01t!i 1 t lo fisheries 
and the rafji11g of 111ari1:c jlrodurts, 
111arilimc 11<1.c igaiion and co11struc!ion 

marili1111 projais. aizd nzor1 particu
iariy tl:e prospection and exploita

tion 1:f 11u/11ral gas and oil on the 
cont i>11ntal shelf. 

Th: r;/.10 disrnssrd and 
r1.aclud i1ll,ni·f,iif:1· r:( ·~·itu .. :s 011 t/ze 

li111i!alio11.1 and .1ho1 lrnmi11gs of the 
mai i1:c s([c11. r 11( / 'it111a111, cspectally 
:ci!li r lo Ji1c z·i!al questions 
j'o.1rd by flu' prod11(fio11 and national 
def1 lil'f pr1,t;h'Ji.'ii!C>. T!.c <onfcrence 
nof('d a s!ilf dt.,tl.(f{ J.'! ( r•n!ingu1t cf 

.\r-it;;t~fil ori.:c ,-, au:l il1'C \-!ou)ness 
~-i..'itlz z(l!iL-ii //:~ r \:·ur~ h trojcc!s ha·z:e 
l1 rc11 (J.1ridu:.ltd LUt1'.'n snags 2n the 
,,1-hnini !: (~.'i,, ;;z ! 1nilnr:grrtal S\'5-

/'111 

come 

poin!rd In the 
;;,ur 11w1'JT q11<'Jlio11.1 to he 

s!i!!hul in !lie r111rs IQ 

·-- To j>rnmol r furi ha I he basic 
sun rv an.I in< c.1!1t;l:'!ir;l! (;/ the natu
ral c~indiliun:;' Clid !.'h' 1.. 7.:u I uation of 
t!re ma1·iN<' U11Jlir1, s r;_J t!z, l·'ietnamese 
sea unu1 l·un!in; ,i,fu! si1n~/ and tu 

z-:J>rh out I f/,'I1 t' v .f~it the ration-
al Z!Yl <f t/u :t: 1, sr.:urti'.\. 

--'f'o -~· /':f 1,.i;:1 fr; (/lu:slions 

1.'•;·c, ti} 1, ! .. fr',,' 10 ill!' ta!wo!ogy of 
pr1,:.1/1'1. u,, tU.'11 : 'cj'!o:/ing natural 
,~·Js (:i/', r,,,i ir1:jn;t prr)du.ction, 
m.,~1 ili;;tt' n(;. l_-;Oil(;;z un.I d£fcncc of 
!ht' ;11;/ion.,i ift-r 1! 1.i tu/ ::(O/crs. 

1 o 1u1_1· !,_1,· .. ';·/,'l° ..• :l i/lU5!ions and 
!Ju 1 . . "t.'./,\ r;( .'JUJ(il'1n !:Jtfcnce to 

.'Oil~' s;;(, "/l:t .:~·'.;;15 us lirttding and 
the lu :,:•i, 1" ,ifs in~ 11iari11e plants 
an[i (U .• ,n(i/,- i:) ·J!t1·r/dy1.,hi:elopjJroduc
tfun in the r ·.ii ~-~<.'l1..r5. 

--- f'u 5! !l{ .1t1 Ulturc of the 
11111ri11e ccosnl 1 !.'! a11.i the littoral 
area, und z~;ar/; 011/ directions and 
measures to jHnlecl the sea resources 
anJ rm;ironment. 
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A T Binh Trieu New Youth 
School, a centre for tl1e 
curing of drug addicts in 

Ho Chi Minh City, we k:vc CM

ried out in vestigc1 tinn, OT' 2. :;un 
patieuts, and nbL;i•ic·l tt•e fniir;\\
ing results: q~~.2 ° .. ul tl1c r1·l.!id·; 
are young pt'np1:: 1 b11t '-.( 1J;1c of 
theni took tu drtJ~('~ -i ~ ·.-~:3r'.'i e-1g·o, 
and others, :1t tli" •,· u' 12 or 11. 
an.i their arm.' i;,· !'•' L, d 111i:1 
i11jection rn:1rk'"~. '--'(, r lrlicts l1~l\L 
m3de use of n~'i111~1 :;rul :r1<1rµ}-1in(_' 
others, of r,:-;u, ma:iiu:rn:i, hc;·ui11 
sedatives or otlier ::--tiI:Hi1:1nts. 

treated bv social methods have 
their dise11sc cured bv means 0f 
recci\~ing- srn:iJ[cr and s111allcr 

comre!Je,; the ;1 .. «lL: 
thf' CO!l(.;11.:iptinr: !)'. 

tri furtail 

These addkt.; \ls11c;]h· cnntra:·tcd 
such social di,ea:-.c: · ;1s c1·plti]is 
(z.7.2 }:) T.B (:).7 •. l. nularici · (3 1 °,) 
hypothrcp~ia ( 10 :. 1•u11ilc:•1t ·.,;:.. 
bies (6r \). i\Io;:, o! tl!,r;1 line 
committed d: ::11 ;11c1 "' :·r i:1}(:·; 
(theft: !00 , [;\!ii ; ·, ·. C() Jll!fr· 
der: z ?;, dr1Jg rr:dl1cLi:1c;: 40 .,,, 
prostitution: So oC the fr malt 
addicts). · 

I 

How can we solve the problem 
of drug addiction in the socicil and 
medical field? This was one of 
the primary concerns of the author
ities in Ho Chi 1VIinh City. short
ly after liberation. The main 
difficulty is how to cure all the 
hundred thousand :1ddicts in the 
city in a short tirne. E'/Cll if all or 
them are gathered for ll«catment, 
every vear, five tho;1:~,:nd ~.-1 c·\1ule 
can be- cured at ihc mo<. Th1h 
twenty years \Vould he i:cnlcd. ''' 
disease would never disappc:ir il 
we relied ooh· on therapy. To solve 
the problem, \Ve have divided 
the addicts ic:to two categories: 
most of them arc treated :it home, 
the others are Liken in for 
treatment. 

Those Ltlonging to tlie first 
category are :.iddicts wJi~, are uot 
so corrupted as to be harmful to 
society and can still \\'01·k, althongh 
they are handicapped b1· their 
addiction .. \CCOllflli11g tor C)O 0 " 

they are cured iu t~1cir uwn 
homes Ly social mctho.Js. 

The second catcgorv comprises 
corrupt addicts, who, apcirt from 
contracting social dic;cac;e,~. lived a 
perverted fife harmful tu order and 
securitv and ea,ilv I di int0 crimi
nal pr-actices. Ti;c\ "' l'U1111t for 
10 X of the addicts ::11d []Ced to lw 
concentrated for lu11:.; treatment 
and reform. 

The addicts in the liro-t cate:.;ory 
(about 90,000) are Clli'<>l by '"Jl'ie
ty, while those belonging to tlie 
second categon (a bout ro,ooo) arc 
gathered together for treatment. 
Ninety per cent of the patients 

doses or dn:.:·, nnl i1 
rcczi \·er 1:. .uldi r·. 

1 . 
,: ·' 

The',(' mct1;rJ 's prnvc lo be effec-
!ivc th.1:;]:, '" tlw fcll"""in< 

,, r1:1 
:,[[·;· •;r, 
S.l') \ ,_ ~ .. 

'Jl"Ir; t ir1·1 

('! 1 UJ'l ~. 

'.r, -,,,t like 
fr•r :: 1nng

'"' .nake 
'· ~!:· thc1n-

:11casure;.,: 

L Tiic 1-c1·oluti.,1i:1n· 
'. llt all ~11~1rcr-s (>f 1i1·1:. 

lhC:'. quaLtilY ('t)fjCj[ 

rel I l ~: r-·. I. 

~· 1! ppl 
i' 

'~ !'i' ~ 
hh· 

.:. 'J'Jic 1111!hr.~iti:·'· and i;;f·ab
itants u1 lhc cil\' t·i:l 1 1c~tte 1;nr;JtU'~ins 
::11d slC'p up the new life 1:1·,;.,·c
r~c:1t, "-O the drug ;i,:dict~ {cci 1 hcY 
:rr,· <'l:t of llH·ir clerncr1t :inrl 1·nn
~,cq11;':1!:y rt·1iucc i!Jt' '!"-.(' or 

3 Th(' cconom:.~ difficulties in 
pu'1-w:u ddys have lowered the 
iviug stanuard of the people and 

·-i·.~~-· ~-. ( i; 1 n.- '., 1lr1'·.: r~·:~lu.:-
ii1in :nt·tt !),; re 11·~ .. ~1 J;,_.~r:cning. 
'j'r~e li:~··i\· ;:; I; 1i':1.1~ r:):::·lc in 
tl1c fi·.;c :, r 1· ;!;.. :, ,.; cl Ih Chi 
),Ji.'l~i ,,. t1, .,) tllf~ng 
ce:\1r1· '"c 1,·· 1, :lJ.:c there 

~, r;. 1; 1·ts in r c r-'- ~·ti 7 ! r: ! : \' 

7 ;; \\" 3 ;·(; .. 

'r:-:u .. : tl11..· 

llit ,\-hu:1: 

·-. ~ -:· ::L.: ~J~tants. 
!; ·1rn 1>~ 
( i \ ~ .. : j ::-; 

(or r.u7 :J) 
drf...._l~ or t}:t,~l'~~- 1 
liLL·r:Jtj, '" 

()'. 

()i .t.li; i 1.'ti;;; for 
'~in:;t ,,000 
\·_!~Ji ·hnn-

t ;;cis before 

uddtct::: ·,yhn ;:r1; 1::~'Ja~ 1 · 
\Ve c·u~1,'c11tra~~· t:1cn~ f (•r 

1·nrrupt, 
a long 

CURING DRUG ADDICTS 
IN HO C ff I 

r~atment and tLrnsfnrrnation. ,\fter 
being weaned from drug', they 
are enabled b)I means_ of study and 
work to become uselul to them
selves, to their families and socie
ty. In this respect 1ve have achiev
ed two ~mportant results in thr-;·
apy and education. 

Formerly in Southern Vietn::m 
and other cour.tries the following 
lllcthods were used to cure dru:.i; 
addiction: ·-

1, Method of substitution: tlie ad
dicts take Methadone, 'l liisht clru,g 
to replace opium or morphine. 

2. ~iethod of dose reduction: 
tht :1ddicts 11se opium iri a smaller 
and sm:11ler dose together with 
another sedati1·e or anodyne. 

3- Sleep cure: the aclclict is give11 
an artificial sleep ot r 7 davs Ii\· 
swallowing a strong do:;c ": 
~ltteping pills. 

4 . .\[ct bod of viole:-it cure: the 
addict is confined in a room and 
µrcvenied from using drugs; he is 
ldt to torture himself by l'iulent 

5. EJc·c;~~')·d10,~·~ 
U;:-.,::-:-[ l 1 ) (';;;i:; 

oz- :::c J i ; 

~ ~ ~, 
''!i.· 

,. 
~ 
'.< 

. ) 

fj 
~ 

'1· is 
·~-lsions 

i\ l\\ -:l ··l .1~·- .. ,~ 

l·.1bc ur t'.l(· "'"'· 
t:1(~ rt_·e:iu:1 ')i 

•), ~].._ .. front.al 
i)cqr!; ·:ti on of 
hr;~ ·:1 '.\7 ;1ich 

give~ tit,, __ ...; ": ,, or 
dru:; ::,Id:: h. 

·r11o:~c l'l.~ssl·' tJ r.1·:·1:1:1.~ .... 
tirne-C'.Jl1~ll!l1i11~ au:_i n1r,.~t 
i.;ivc, ;in·i ar ...... S'.1.nctirn-~·c:. 
an,J h:1:-i11fu'! l > ::1;; hc:iltl: 
.ll I :l i \ · '.~. 

are 
c•;oen. 
\ ir\ient 
nl the 

,_\

1

r(.' ,ire nU\V ,1;1p~Ylil~ :J rlC'\V 

n1ctho~: n.:c1''"~~-::Xr.'. b1· t:u~ ht'~dth 
ser\·i.'t'. k~t·i "r~1 i) ,· thf' n:1n1c of 
Bi:1h Tr:-·11, !th· i':r,t cc·rnr<: 1or 
('nri;1:): (!ru_), .. hl,iictior1 1:1 !Iu Chi 
\I inJ 1 l r \ .. 

.\1tn(J ,t· ~:li t~'""' :1;1:11 1_ l-.; in \riet
naro u~;f;- •; t~!!l, i1cT·iir1 <::!" 1nor
phiu~-·. !"1 :c dc~il \\'itli these 
dru~~s rif::;, 

~·\s 1·11· ct·...; !ht~ ~:-.VLli):Orn-.;of the- '.~fiS· 
is are c(1n1~'crnen, \Ve· divide tl1em 
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according to five functions of clas
sical medicine: 

r. Increase of movement: the 
patient fidgets, twists in convul
sions; sometimes he sufiers from 
insomnia, his heart beats precipi
tately; his · blood pressure 
increases; he coughs, perspires 
profusely and feels nauseous; his 
genitals are excited. 

z. Increase of temperature: 
the patient feel~ hot in his chest, 
and his face flushes while respi
ration is heavy because of the 
rush of blood ; his tongue, eyes, 
nose, are n·d; he has a headarhe 
and sometimes his lungs, stomach 
and ears bleed. 

3- Increase of secretion: abun
dant secretion of urine, sweat, 
tears, mucus, saliva; uncontrolled 
ejaculation of .sperm, leucorrhoea 
(In women). 

+· Reduction of assimilation: 
it causes dysentery, abundant se
cretion of sweat and urine, chest 
complaints, dyspnoea. 

· 5. vVeakness of the reserve 
function: the patient does not retain 
liquids; he is easily frightened, 
fears cold and water. has a poor 
memory. l'he symptoms are: abun
dant discharge of urine, ejaculation 
of semen, leucorrhoea, hair falling, 
car buzzing, failing eyesight. 

According to traditional medi
cine, the intensified functioning of 
the organ emitting heat is the root 
cause of tht" syndromes of drug ad
diction. This function is determined 
by two forces in an antagonistic 
partnership one emits heat and the 
other prevents the propagation of 
heat. As drug addiction is a chron
ic disease causing asthenia, the 
loss of heat does not show that 
the patient has an over-abundant 
source oi heat, but that the force 
checking its propagation is so weak 
that no control is possible. 

These symptoms occur in the 
heart and kidneys which are relat
ed by two corre,ponding systems. 
At the touch of the hand, the sen
sitive points of these systems give 
a traumatic sensation. 

To summarise, drug addiction is 
the sequel of the weakening of 
the organ checking the emission of 
heat .. If this organ is brought under 
control, !he syndromes ~f drug 
addiction disappear; its i unction
ing can be improved by acupunc
ture anc\ medicines (Acupuncture 
is pettormed on the. sensitive 
points of this organ). 

'Besides, the following methods 
are applied : 

- Oriental gymnastics and pro
found respiration to improve the 
physical and mental strength of 
the addicts. 

- Psychological treatment to 
dissipate the despair stored in the 
mind of the patient. Affection 
and respect for the dignity of the 
addic1 play an important role. 

- Labour cure, a precious meth
od applied after the patient has 
recovered his health, to help him 
find joy in his wurk. 

The results of these methods 
are most encouraging: 

I. Acupuncture helps shorten 
the cure and quick y restores the 
strength of the patient; he has no 
more convulsions within a few 
minutes; all the crises disappear 
after four days, and the patient's 
health is improved after a week. 

2. Acupuncture and oriental 
medicine are inoffensive methods. 

1· Isolated from his surround
ings, the patient will not easily 
have a relapse. 

4. Economically speaking, these 
methods are not costly. In light 
cases, acupuncture and oriental 
gymnastics - profound respira
tion - are sufficient. In more seri
ous cases, the use of medicinal 
herbs is to be added. 

After the c:ure, the patient will 
be retained for some time for sudy 
and to do manual work. This diffi
cult job will be tackled by the 
War Invalid and Social Affairs 
.Service and the Youth Union at the 
New Yo11th School at Binh Trieu 
and the New Life Building Youth 
Schools at Xuyen Moc and Vinh 
An. Many addicts have mended 
their ways and live a useful and 
healthy lffe: they take part in the 
Shock Youth Brigade, join the 
armed forces, work in Stattl> farms 
or return to their families. How
ever there are cases of relapse, 
and energetic measures must be 
taken by the drug curing centre 
to keep an eye on the addicts after 
they have returned to normal life 

Dr. TRUONG THIN 

A battle had to be fought in H 
Chi Minh City in the early 
part 1Jf last summer to wip·e 

out all traces of reactionarv, 
decadent culture ~ 

This was not the first time such 
action was taken, and people may 
ask why this problem surfaced 
again after six years of building a 
new socialist life. 

The answer could be found at 
an exhibition of seized literature 
held at Vo Van Tan Street, in the 
centre of the city It left no doubt 
a bout the necessity of such a drastic 
move. 

First there were the papers, all 
written in the Vietnamese language 
but published in the United States. 
In number alone they could vie 
With Saigon journalism in its 
"best" years under US occupation. 
Their names were catchy : Que 
Huong (Homeland), Hon Viet Nam 
(Vietnamese Soul), Vuot Tuyen 
(Across the Border), Que :tte (Moth· 
erland), Nho Nguon (Longing for 
the Source), Hoai Viet (Longing for 
Vietnam), Ly Huong (Far From 
Home), Lac Hong (Forefathers), 
Tam Ca (Song of the Heart), Dan 
Toe (The Nation), Lap Truong 
(Stand), Tien phong (Vanguard), 
Dan Than (Involvement), Chan Troi 
Mai (New llorizon), Viet Bao (Viet 
Journal), Trang Den (Black and 
\Vhite ), Chuong Saigon (Saigon 
Bell). Obviously these papers were 
not restricted to :i readership ot 
several hundred thousand "Viet
namese-Americans" in the States 
but were aimed at a much larger 
audience for a very sinister pur
pose. Their "information" on 
Vietnam was designed to discredit 
the revolutionary administration 
by drawing a gloomy picture of 
the C0\1ntry. Some of them went 
so far as "reporting" on activities 
of a " new government" without 
mentioning its whereabouts. One 
does not have to dig deep to find 
the people who are financing these 
papers. 'vVhat is certain is that the 
exile organisations that run them 
cannot vet afford to have them 
distribut.ed free. 

Eve,1 greater in number were 
the books, all printed abroad. 
Their titles speak volumes: Chieu 
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Cullural Struggle in Ho Chi Minh Cily 

"GIFTS" 

FROM ACROSS THE SEA 
Lanh (A Culd Afternoon), Ivfua 
Thu La Rav (Fallen Leaves in 
Autumn), Duon<;; (;uom Plum Boi 
(Sword of Bet1~a:1 :ii) ... And the.re 
were hundreds of calendars tor 
1981. One featured a nude and a 
striped flag of the former S::dgon 
regime. The caption reads "Van 
hanh dten lt1 11g11oi Viet ;Yam" (As 
Proud As Ever to be Vietnamese). 
As for pornographic pictc:res, they 
were not exhibited for the sake of 
decency. 

These publications had been 
sent to authentic addressees in the 
city, tucked inside parcels of 
clothes, medicines and food. In 
many cases the addressees had not 
made any contact abroad but even 
so they received pan·els of tliese 
ubiquitous paper,, books and 
calendars. In other instances esile 
!Herature was directly brought in 
l rom mysterious ships lurking off 
the coast. One such smuggler has 
been arrested and brought to 
justice. 

Music has played the :nost im
portant role of all because of its 
popularity and diversity. One of 
the composers is none other than 
Pham Duy, well-known for his 
contributions to modern music in 
Vietnam, but also notorious for 
his psycholo~ical warfare activities 
under the Saigon regime. It was 
he who in 1970, wher1 the people 
were d1emanding an end to the US 
war of aggression, put on a 
diversion programme on Radio 
Saigon and was rewarded with 
tomatoes and eggs. "\Ve kneel 
and pray to God in Heaven ... " 
wails one of his o!J songs. His 
recent ones, taped in the United 
States, are tit led N :;ay Tro Ve 
(Return), Vinh Biel Sair:on (Adieu 
to Saigon), Hat Cito Nguoi 0 Lai 
)To Those \Vho Remain) ... Pl1am 
Duy is joined by other songsters, 
some quite obscure, who all write 

in the same vein as Oua Cho Oue 
Huong (Gifts to the Ofo Counti°'y), 
lamenting the fate of exiles while 
urging people to leave Vietnam. 

This kind of music is also to be 
heard on the Voice of America, in 
its Vietnamese-language broadcasts. 
The man who presents the pro
gramme is no stranger either. He 
is Le Van, or Do Ngoc Yen, 
formerly secretary - general of 
Summer Programme, an organiza
tion set up by the US Embassy in 
Saigon and financed by USAID. 

A few words must be said about 
the way this type of literature 
was circulat~d. It could be obtain
ed at the many second-hanJ 
bookshops and newsstands in the 
cit~-. Customers had onlv to ask 
the right questions and \vould get 
what they were looking for -
newspapers and magazines careful
ly wrapped up, or books put 
between innocuous covers. A paper 
of recent issue was hired for 5 
dong a day plus a deposit of 50 
dong. A pornographic book could 
be had for 20 dong a day against a 
300-dong deposit. 

One of the most active peddlers 
was Vinh Su at Do Thanh Nhon 
Street. In former Saigon Su called 
himself a songster, although the 
only thing he ever wrote was a 
short song, Trat Tim Trinh Nu (A 
Virgin's Heart). But he did a 
thriving business as a "talent
scout." A search of his house 
revealed 20,000 decadent books, 
many of them published abroad 
after 1975. At the stand owned by 
Bui Dinh Ha on Dang Thi Nhu 
Street, First District, 232 i>imilar 
books were found hidden among 
manuals on dress-making, televi
sion and motorbike repair, etc. 
Nhu, a former paratrooper, also 

engaged in "literary creation'', 
writing such filth as Cuoc Noi 
Loan Giua Hat .A1au Da (Revolt of 
Two Races), Mot Phut Khoat Lac 
(A Moment of Pleasure). Dot Trtnh 
Nu Muoi Tam Tuoi (A 18-Year Old 
Virgin), etc. 

Coffee houses acted as the main 
agents for decadent music, making 
a lot of money in the business. A 
cup of coffee "with music" cost 
10 dong, three or four times the 
normal price. Entertainers were 
paid generously : 20 or 30 dong 
for an old number, 100 for an 
anti-gov".!rnment song and 300 for 
one freshly imported. Special 
nights called "Yesteryear" were 
organized br one coffee house in 
the First District. 

After the withdrawal of the US 
forces and the collapse of the 
Saigon regime great efforts were 
made to rid the city of the cultural 
vestiges of neo-colonialism. Then, 
after a short lull, "gifts" started 
coming from the United States, 
and they keep coming, with 
persistence. The same tactics were 
used by _the US Expeditionary 
Corps in former South Vietnam: 
distributing pornographic photos 
to Vietnamese children, sending 
parcels of publications with no 
senders' names ... One wonders if 
the senders are all motivated by 
humanitarianism. 

VU DAO 
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IN HO CHI MINH CITY 

UNKNOWN 
CULTURAL FIGHTERS 

A do\vntown 3lrcct, tree-lined 
and busy with crowded 
restaurants and bars. 

Behind it, however; is a differ
ent scene: small houses - some 
with two storeys - strung 'along 
narrow lanes, or jerry-built huts 
straddled along catwalks raised 
on either side of Cau Bong Canal, 
This is the quarter of the poor. 
who make up almost ninety per 
cent of the population of vVard 3. 
The 8,ooo inhabitants earn their 
living by driving pedicabs, carts 
or three-wheeled vans. There are 
also carpenters, brick-layers and 
fishermen. But most of them are 
street hawkers. Theirs is a hand
to-mouth existence. Before 197 5 
the area was alive with thugs and 
muggers and was given a wide 
berth by the Saigon police. A 
number of neighbourhood cadres 
were also attacked there in the 
first days of liberation. 

Ward 3 has steadily changed for 
the better over the past six years· 
The local authorities have done 
everything, including waging a 
continuous campaign against de
cadent music, to ensure a stable, 
healthy iife for :he working 
people. Such efforts often went 
unnoticed ... 

* 

From 1969 to 1975 Tran Dinh 
Cuong worked as a school teacher 
and journalist. Following litera
tion he returned to his old place in 
Ward J, where he took part in 
every community activity. Late in 
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1978 Cuong was given charge of 
culture and information and early 
in 1980 he was elected vice-chair
person of the People's Committee. 
Although he has to get up very 
early-at two or three in the 
rr,orning-to help hi.s wife make 
cakes to sell at the market, Cuong 
manages to pay frequent visits to 
other inhabitants to see how they 
are living. He has taken upon 
himself the task of giving night 
classes to the many poor children 
who have to supplement their 
parents' incomes by selling ciga
rettes or cakes, or running errands. 
Now most of the school-age kids 
can read and write fluently, and 
about a hundred of them are sent 
to qasic general schools every 
year. The credit for this success 
goes both to the parents and to the 
neighbourhood administration. 

Adult education is the depart: 
men\ of Ngo Van H., formerly a 
Sai '. n army officer. Before his 
mobilization H. had also been a 
teacher, but his present job has 
very little in common with what 
he used to do. His pupils are 
pedicab drivers, street vendors, 
and housewives, who only go to 
school by dint of persuasion. 
Moreover, classes cannot be fixed 
but must be suited to learners' 
spare time . .Pedicab drivers, for 
example, can snatch an 1 hour or 
two early in the evening before 
going out to take fares again. 
Constant supervision, therefore, is 
necessary, and this is assiduously 
assumed by Nhi, the Chairpers0n 
of the People's Committee. At the 
moment seven courses are in 
operation, 1 woof them elementary. 

Among the teachers are univer 
sity 5tudents and pensioners. One 
of them is Nguyen Quang Tuan, 
now in retirement after teaching 
literature for thirty years, ten of 
which as lteadma<>tcr of a "model 
school". His private librarv con
sists of rare collections published 
early this century. He was writing 
papers on Han-Nom (Chinese char
acters and demotic script) and on 
his tour of Japan in 1974. when he 
was asked to teach a night courst> 
for adults. To questions about his 
"involvement" Tuan said it was 
not for "fame" but out of good 
will to\vards his fellow-country
men. "People need me and my 
experience. I cannot fail them" 
he said. 

Tran Dinh Cuong, the young 
teacher, and :-\guyen Quang Tuan, 
the old one, arc inseparable. They 
can be seen together at the neigh
bourhood library, at <I craft train
ing course, or paying calls on 
needy families. Cuong has also 
won the assistance of most of the 
old-regime intellectuals who. a 
fevv years ago, rarely ventured 
into this poor area. These same 
"high-brows" now mix freely 
with theit" poor. neighbours and 
are welcomed by the latter any 
time in their humble homes. 

A Yisit to the neighbourhood 
Cultural House can be very 

1nstructive. It is housed in a con
verted communal hall (all· the 
better lmildings have been built 
into crcches and kindergartens). 
There one can meet members of 
the "Book-Lovers' Club "-stud
ents .. , inteJlectuals as well as former 
loafers. The programme for July 
included the following items: July 
4, art competition for children; 
July 5. picnic for children; July 6, 
opening of sum mer courses ; July 
1,.., book review for women; July 
18, story-telling competition; July 
25, talk on morning drills; July 
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26, folk music and guitar solos ... 
That night a talk on Tan Da (1) 
was being given by Tuan. Among 
the audience were a universi!Y 
professor, some secondary-school 
teachers. a retired businessman, 
and a retired foreign 1\rinistry 
official. the rest W;:s largely rnade 
up by 1·oung people. 

The Cultural Ilouse was only 
founded in mi<l-1980, but it has 

become the real cultural hub of 
the neighbourhood. Its "pillars" 
include an old widow. a native of 
Hue, an~! her daughter, a' spinster, 
Well versed in the traditional 
'music of Central Yietnam they 
often perform to <l p:ic ked house 
They are also giving a course tl; 

some or the most gifted children. 
A cou.rse on ~oak.binding is run 
by the owner of a bookstore. 
There is also a drawing course, 
an embroidery course and a course 
to train TV and radio repairers. 
All of them are free of charge. 
The teachers will only accept 
token fees paid ou! of the com
munity funds. 

A city-wide '.,lrnggle 11as been 
waged 11gai11st decadent culture. 
Decadent music has been silenced 
and shops selling banner! books 
under the counter have bee~1 clos
ed down. Some people may com
plain about the drnbness of the 
city, but life has become positively 
healthier in \Vard J, thanks to 
the good intentions of its inhabit

ants, who have had a firsthand 

experience of decadent culture, 
and who, therefore are determined 
to get rid of it for their own l!ood 
and for the good of their chiltlren. 

DAO JIC:\iG 

.,I. Tan Da (1888-19]9), a famous 
poet and writer who contributed to 
the birth of romanticism in \" iet nam
ese literature. 

No. II - I98I 

Vietnan1 Advances 

PROTECTION OF ME~TAL 
HEALTH IN VIETNAM 

/f"}i\! the occqsion o( t!zr Interna
U t1011a1 rear of 11zr !Jisahled. 

the Vietnamclt' Mt11istrv of 
Health rcu:ntly orgu11is1d in Hanoi 
the saond ronti:razrc on mental 
illnes.r to l't'<'ifZ~ t!zi' accom/>lishments 
in the past fiz'e _vears and set fort/1 
the tashs for the comi11g fiL•e years 
(198r - 19S5). 150 psyclzialrists, 
researchers a11d teachers o/ psychiatry 
from all mental institutions, both 
n"viltan and militarv, throughcut the 
country attended the coriference. 

Vi.etnam now has, in addition to the 
Central Psychiatric J!ospital in Ha
noi, 37 other smaller mental establish
ments with 4,600 beds. In the past 
five years they haz.•e treated more than 
_::;o.ooo in-patients. In many of the 
men!al inst itu/ions lil'I' the ones at 
Birn Iloa. in Ho Chi J.finh City t/ze 
Central Psychiatric !Ioipita!. the 
f!s_\'chiatric dt'partmcnts of ,-/nnv 
Hospital No. IO.) and of the Bach 
_Mai Hospital (l!rmoi), the patients, 
after emergency treatment, are gz";_:rn 
occupational therapy through such 
fight employment as bashet-mahing. 
embroidery, I eaf hat-malling. card bod rd 
hox-mahing ... 

The mental service attaches special 
mportance to out- patieNt treatment 
and the monitoring of tlzc patients at 
their homes. In Jlai Hung, Ha Bae, 
Ha Son Bi11h and Hae Thai provinces, 
tlie psychiatric servire has established 
its consulting rooms in the provincial 
to;;,;ns as well as in each district town. 
In addition. S-t communes /za,·e be gun 
treating their patients at /zome. The 
numfi,'r of persons receiving out
patinzt treatment during tlze past fi'i'e 
vears totalted nearly 40,000. 'f'hanhs 
to close SUiTeil!:mce and assiduous 
treatment, the incidentc of re/apse 
rtquiring hospitali1atfon has dropped 
marhed!y. 1Vevt'!'the!ess, there remain 
many s/1ortco111ings: the leadership o/ 
dtlfarnt orgum and services and 

l oca I ii ies !ias l!Oi _1·ct ,!; i:nz rufrquate 
care to tlil' 1htec!io11 and tu atment 
o/ mwtal illnns. and tlze pf'-sonncl, 
equipment nud mcdicinrs /ur this 
p11rj1use- still ji1/l short of ti1r needs. 

In the 1 Jiu years to come the 
psychiatrit service wif ! extend further -
do,un to the district and wmmune 
level-the net-;uorh o_f consulting rooms 
ai1d treatment cen/res for in-patients 
as well as out-patients, increase 
equipment and medicines to enrnre 
that all patients are attended to. 

Also in _Hanoi, the 1vfinistrv of 
Health organised a confcrenl:e to 
rn;iew tlze im·estigatio111· into mental 
il/ne.1·s in the w1mtry. 

'/'lze 1rmfrf{ 11re hrard iht Jfinistrv 
1if Health report 011 so111r Jo the 
111wcst ac!:in·emrnts in ;;,;ur!J psychia
trv and the situation ('f mental 
il!ucss in \"iclna111. It also heard 
se'i'nal case studies in iarious locali
ties such as t/1c Cua ~\"c1m zi;ard 
(I!anoi). Tu Htcp commzmc (Ifanoi 
outshirts) and Jloa Btnh com1111me 
(Ha Son lJinh J>roiince). 

In ,'.fzc coming pcrioJ. in orde.r to 
ensure brlltr treatment of mental 
iltnns in tlic countrv and to tahe a 
more actize part in' the activities of 
world fJsyciziatric or grmisations, 
,tmrtirn!arly in the fVestenz Pacific 
area, the co1!ftrence lzas daided to 
found a _\"ational Coordinating 
-Commit/cc for the Prutution of 
Afcntal Health. I11 the immediate 
future, the committee will .1tep up its 
basic su1"1 n and research in fJrder to 
zwrl< out -appropriate measures for 
the prevention and treatment or mental 
illness, particularly among neurotics, 
the chronic depressants. lo11fti111e drug 
addicts in the Soulh, and ilzc mrntally 
disabled people. 
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The Vietna111ese Art 
of 1UONG 

THE Vietnam_ese art of Tuong
a form of musical drama 
similar to \\-estern opera in 

some respects - developed from 
folk-performances fror:1 times 
immemorial, images of which can 
still be found on the bronze drums 
in the Hung Vuong era (second 
millennium B.C. -- Ed). Under the 
Ly-about one thousand vears ago
this art had become a type of 
performance with a piece of mmic 
called " Dai Van " (Big G+o ud) 
with an old man narrating fairy 
tales and real actors appearing. In 
the " Dai Viet Su Ky" (Dai Viet 
Annals), it was noted that ''on 
conferring a Fine Letters title on 
an actress named Dao Iloa as 
(Nang Dao), the King also official
ly awarded the title of (Quan 
Kep) to an actor". Since ~hen 
actors are popularly called " kep" 
and actresses " dao ", and the 
terms "dao" and 'kep" are usu
ally confined to performers of 
Tuong only. 

Under the Tran (13th and 1+th
centuries A.D) the art of Tuong 
developed strongly. At every 
festivity at the Court, there were 
performances of Tuong. From that 
time also, twelve types of roles 
were established in Tuong: loyal 
subject, martyr, pious offspring, 
honest official, villain-baiter, scold" 
er of slanderers, dismissed offi
cial, orphan, god's head, devil's face 
pleasure-seeker and courtesan. 

The art of Tuong reached its 
peak in the 18th and 19th centuries. 
This period could be called the 
enlightened age of Tuong. It was 
performed everywhere in the 
country, from the royal court to 
the countryside. Between four and 
five hundred Tuong plays are still 
preservedin our theatrical archives. 

18 

They include long plays of 
a dozen volurr.es to be performed 
in a hundred nights or so, written 
by such authors as Dao Tan. 
Truong Quoc Dung, Ngo Quy 
Dong, etc. However, in the same 
period, censorship was severe 
under the Nguyen, and the authors 
had to borrow Chinese stories 
as a ve:1icle to express their ideas, 
in the same way as Nguyen Du 
wrote his famous "Tale of Kieu" 
from the Chinese story of "Doan 
truong tan thanh" and just as 
Shakespeare wrote his "Hamlet" 
from an old Danish story. 

l\Iost of the Tuong plays based 
on Chinese stories were modified 
by Vietnamese authors to reflect 
the reality of Vietnamese life at 
that time, therefore spectators 
would feel they were watching 
plays about Vietnamese events· 
In some playa where Vietnamese 
stories reflected the acute contra
dictions in Vietnamese society at 
the time, the authors had to change 
the names of people and places to 
avoid censorship. 

Besides dramas and epic trage
dies, comedies were also popular in 
Tuong style. \Vhile the themes of 
most dramas and tragedies were 
mainly along the lines of "the 
King dies, a villain courtier pre
vails, then is killed, and a new 
capital is established", Tuong 
comedies abound in criticisms of 
the old society - unjust and bu
reaucratic with corrupt officials, 
well-known for their incompetence, 
ignorance, flattery and oppression 
of the people-that is vvhy these 
comedies are 190 popular. 

The acting in Tuong is combined 
with dance, song and musical 
accompaniment. It differs from 

the Wes tern opera and operetta in 
Europe in that the performer 
sings or speaks according to the 
authors' verses and tunes, and 
never depends on the orchestra 
because she can cl1:lnge the rhvth~ 
according ..\'.J tl:le feelirws or' the 
role she plays and .ilso "'accordino-
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to the spectators' responses. 

Nevertheless, the music is also 
of great help to the performers. 
when they have to express th~ 
depth of a character. Besides, the 
music also contribute:> to creating 
a dramatic atmosphere on situa
tion, e.g. a storm, a battle, the still 
of the night, etc. In this respect, 
the drum plays a most important 
role. 

The :.irt of Tumu; is based main
ly on the principles of stylization 
convention :.ind symbolism. The 
stage is therefore free of settings 
and repre<;ents no definite time 
and space. The pcrf"rmers should 
create the appropriate temporal 
and spatial <limensions by their 
acting and gestures. In moments, 
night can become day, a river can 
change to mountains, and a court 
can be transformed into a battle
field. 

Dased on principles of styliza
tion and convention, the perform
ing accessories also have their 
symbolism. An oar symbolizes a 
boat, a rattan rod a horse, while 
the performer acts to suggest row
ing or riding. But when she stops 
doing so. an oar or a rod can be 
just a dancin,g accessory. Even a 
beard or a sleeve can become a 
performing accessory for a Tuong 
actor. A loyal subject strokes his 
beard in a difforent way from a 
flatterer, \Vhile a flatterer cries or 
laughs in a different way from a 
loyal subject. The old artiste 
Nguyen Lai has learned from 
tradition and created thirty-six 
ways of laughing for thirty-six 
different situations. 

In short, these forms have de
rived from everyday life and have 
been stylized and formalized by 
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Ta Kim Hung, a 
character in a 

Tuong drama 

entitled Sgrm 
Lua Hong Son 
(The Flames 

on Hong Son 

Mountain). 

generations of artistes into acting 
patterns, so that spectators instantly 
understand the meaning of each 
gesture performed on stage. 

Using the same principles of 
convention and symbolism, the 
Tuan;; performers can express a 
complex situation. For example a 
character, whose head ha~ been cut 
off by the enemy puts his head 
on again as a result of moral 
strength and turns himself into a 
torch to lead his comrades through 
the dark night. Or a female char
acter is thro\vn into the pangs of 
childbirth while being pursued by 
the enemy: she _iuot makes ges
tures suggesting she is in labour, 
then "delivers" the child on the 
very stage, the spectators believe 
the story and find aesthetic value 
ni this original performance. 

Space in Tuong is also an inter
esting question of artistic aesthet
ics. The art specifies that when 
the performer makes three rounds 
of the st age while singing three 
verses, the space is changed: it 

may be from the South to the 
North. or from Hanoi to Moscow ... 

Also on this conventional stage, 
two performers moving round in 
opposite directions means that they 
are traveiling on different roads. 
As the stage has no.sets, the perfor
mer has to raise his steps to signal 
entering a room, or to mime clos
ing or opening a door, and this 
should be understood instantly by 
sp~ctators. In this respect, the pan
tomime clement in Tuong has 
reached a high level. 

The art of stylization and con
ventionaiizalion in Tuong is also 
expressed through make-up and 
costumes. As a rule, loyal charac
ters have reel faces and long 
beards. and flatterers have striped 
faces and short beards. There are 
exceptions however, e.g. Truong 
Phi and Tiet Cuong are loyal 
characters but they have striped 
faces and short beards, because 
they were known to have had 
ugly appearances in real life, and 
to be ill-tempered and intrepid 
like lions. Khuong Linh Ta, Thuy 
Dinh Minh are heroes nf a just 
cause. but their faces are not red, 
but are painted with white or 
black circles, red spots or green 
stripes ... which rel'lresent not only 
their fierce temper, uprightness 
and intrepidness but aim ther 
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A sct•ne From the' 7'uong {lran1a t'ntitlecl "Dao Tant Xuan 
ru1.Jn 7·,.(/Q 1

' Ut'it'd l'.' Dam i,iP.!l a.nd I~im Cul'. 

en vironr~lf1i1. 

"1nountain., :L.Lur 11:..l~ ~.;rcen ~~tripe~~,. 

ta '' f:shing" actor bas ti1e blue 
of the occ:rn, r'tc .. \lso bv styliza
tion, t~1e \Vri~1~des ot the oid 1oyJ.l 
patriu'. Ta ~<,:;cc· Lail br·.:ornc stripes. 
hut ti1c:;c l;,) nrit r~:;Jrcs· .. :nt :i 

b::rl char:1,·(•'r This ch i;:Jd he 
undu [L;.i:! 

Iu ~-J! 1 Jrt, '/'1! 11!._:,r i·, :: dllhl (1rj~~i

l1Jl ~1~1,l (H1t t ld '.;:,~< t1.r1n ot' nation
al m11sicJI .ir:1:;::1 'n VietHarn. 
Through tl'u11<...:..lrd: ~ ol yc:_1rs of 
developn1e::t. i'. 11:1•, ::.i. ,;·bed the 
finest of f ui ';, · :;c·~1 '.~:·. Li'; .. d.u1c1', 
fron1 the rn11~it.\ ~~.1~L_'i~· :ntJ sjng

ing i:i tile: C1>1;:·l :u:'. tcnqdc·s. 
Added t(J t'1:s arc 1::c ~:·,L·L of 

gesll1rcs and ti.11:~'~ crt·~11c.J by 
hundreds o i. g~; t1er3 tions n r· :.i rt isles, 

all c:Jmbining to rn:ikc wh:.it 

is rcg~1r!L.~d ilO\\.~t • .Jays as tlie n10'.~t 

complete a11:l t':pkal form of \'iet

namcse theatre. 

It 0ho11ld he s:•id lt~re tl1:1t there 
has been a mis-U11dcr;,tanding that 
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(;~· 1 1" \\. :1'.~ r~ fo~·rn of th(:~111~: c'"dled 

/,i::h f.:ich (I'ekin7 opera) imported 

from China\\ hich loes have some 

similar a<:pects. The contention is 

groundless. The history of Chinese 

theatre noted th2t only l!nder the 

Q '':~ (17-19th ccnt11rie') did ldnlz 

hoi"n .cu;t11rks later th:!n J'11011g. 

Ll··:-i !cs, Vit'tn:1:n's Tuong is based 

nuinly o:: tbc principles of con

Yenthm, styliz:1tion am.l sym\1olism, 

which sunioscs that the unre:il be 

takc11 as real. The Chinese art of 

hiri/1 hic!i is b:ised on n:ituralism 

ar:d furmalisri1, in which highly 

e:.:ternalizcd beauty ls created l>y 

t'mph:i!ic acting and elal>oratc 

scttir'gs. 

The highly pDpular art of 'J'11011g did 

nol pr,1s1xr under the French co

lonial rc,_;imc. Tt wes even about to 

disappear in :oorne regions. After. 

the libcra1i<m of -:\orth Vietnam 

in 1954, many artistes from all over 

the country gathered in Hanoi, 

and thus the Victrurn Tuong En

semble \VJs created \\'ilh the par

cipation .uf most ui the- nationally 

known :nti• 1,_., '11' h :1~ :\'guyen 

~ho Tuy, :'·:.;t:\ c:t f.:1i, l';t;o Thi 
Lieu, .!\[uoi CLu.,l;l:. Du Luoc, 

Van l'lrnoc 1-;:i, i, '.1inh D11,. Bach 

Tra, Quang To:1, ii:t Tu1·cn, Due 

Nha, Ngoc P~~ur:g, '.\'~(''-' '.\Jiu, etc. 

The National I'ur;ng b1seml.ile has 

now a vcpertoiri' uf 50 pieces :ind 
a personnel of :oci 1,crforrners 

musicians a:1d ;·rtistic wo:kcrs. It 
has also trained eight l'l:1:;sc:.: of 

young performer' who succes

sively replenL'h the performing 
teams. ]\Jany stage-managt rs and 

artistic workers of tlie Ensemble 

have been trained .in regular uni

versities at heme and abroad 

Since the libcratir.>'t ,,f the South 

(1975) the ",,;i; ''l '/'11011.<;" in 

Central and :'3ri1,tht': 11 Vietnam has 

been awakened and this discipline 

is ever more popuiar and stronger. 

The National Tuong festiv'a\ held 

at Qui l\hon ·in mid-197(i, for the 

first time, was a great artistic 

event, where artistes of the Na

tional Tuan:; Ensemble had opportu

nities to meet and slwre ex peri

ences with wt'll-known artistes 

such as Cb.mil Pham (in Quang 

~an1-l)a N:Jn~), ~\goc C~arn (in 
Nghia Binh). '.\am Do (in lio Chi 

l\Iinh CitY ), etc., from whom they 

lear.ned some excelknt performing 

skrns. One may say that the Viet

nam Tuong Ensemble is progressing 

on the basis of the art oi Tuong 

that is being restored aud <kvclop

eJ throughout the r oun~ry. 

Stage-man•/ gcr 

Deputy Dtrec!or. Vietnam 

Tuong Ensemble. 
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KAMPUCHEAN 

AND THE REB~RT 
Dr. \~it :\._ia1 Sf'n;:;, wh~• si:i:1~:cJ mPdiriat..· !H .'a1:_~:11~ ;i_;.-i Pi:_:1lm ppr1 h 

before t~niu~; O?.l to f~n·dicr ;~~tl'Ul"tio:1 i11 Ca·1.:it!a, ··.• ~,n'._l~.l 'J.;.L·<.. a;1d .~:tpan, 

was entra~tr-d \'\ii.h high ;_'t"':>ipon-.,~!J!~itie:o, ~u p;·c-P'r}! ~ 1 -):_ :·~.~1.11n.:ial·~. a :~d·:·.· the 

'Khmer Rouge regirPt', h"-~ ,~-a"' f::.H·cc<l ta llo han~ it: ~1,'.J~-, ·,~\·· rn-,_,;~. a ~·ow!"1rrd 

in a f'OH11nunP in Takco ~}1'0\ i::rr. :'lo·,,- h:• !..., a ~~'.'il~~·_. ~ 1 ,· :;t.,' ... , ,-~;1,;i:d \..,~i·1HLly, 

I\Iini-,ter of He.-dth, and Pt~·si:~~,n~ "'f the 1\nti1n1,1( ~.',·:v:-.' Z.o;u ·1 q', lit' P1·op1t>'s 

Rrpublil' of ~~ampuchPa. H(•i·o.~nli.\- ~H· ~}i"an!Ptl nn 1;:2 .·rv;;'i. ~<' ";r ~:·-!H!."." '"!i'1.or

in-•·hief Vu Can in Phn;)Hl P('nh. \Y-~ ;~iv~~ l1f'low .("j, ~L; ,l ,!:~: (1f '.hti ruI( 

le"'.\I of the in!cl."1:iew, whi1'~i. \Pl~ l"·HHiu"1c<l in Fren1·~L 

Dr. Yit Kim Seng 

Quest inn: T/Je K111npuc-lzean revic:a[ is being c!osclv watch
ed by thr zchole w?r!d, ettlzer with admiration and pro
fou11d symjJat!zv, as is the case with the socialist counLrics 
and otlzerfrirnds or the Kampuchea11 people, or with uncon
cea[ed hostility, in the case of the men in Beij11g and their 
accomplices. To t!zat miraculous resurrection tl11: medical 
workers of the People's Republtc of Kampuchea ha1·c made 
a praiseworthy contrtbu!ion, all the more so sin(C tlzc 111rd
ical corps has jus! been rebuilt on the ruins of 17ic foriwr 
health Ol){aliilatfon, uhidz lzad bcrn zi.:rer!w! />y th,· p,,/ 
Pr,/ -- Ir•::; S11rr--f.:/1ic11 Sa111/Jhan rr1:tmc. ll'i/!_1·(·:1 .. , , 
.\fr itfinis.':r, :;1z·, u' ,, brMd outline of !hr 1fforl• 111«"!' ::11d 
the rf'sl!/I\ (Jc/zictrt! in this field zJJliicli has b(t ,!z _.ztru ,r, .l 
to )·au on,!r:.11r co!!fi!gucsl 

Ans':' er: Perhaps I should first tfll yo 11 \\ :1crc 1n· 

begau our endeavour. The Pol Pot-Ieng :-;ary--hhicu 
Sar:-:phan regim·:, while claiming to build s:Jcialism. 
has in fact conducted an extremely reactio1wn- add 
demented policv which drove the Kampuchcan 11:ctio11 
to unprecedeuted disaster. This ~ncluded in pa,rticular 
the total ruin of our health organization. By the time 
the Khmer R1Ju;_::e 1·oke was broken, our nct wo: i, of 
hospitals, maternity 'rnrr.es, dispensaries a:ld ;!1fin::a
rics had been completely smashed. ]\fo:;t m: .l:c.tl 
workers had bceri massacred: nine-tenth,. o:· !lie 
advanc::d-kvel scic!ltific and technical pn-•or\1\c\, ;'\
eluding all 19 college professors and about _;:n ductur' 
of medicine, ph:1rrnJcistsand dentists, :rnd 1-,,·o-t'1i1,j, 
of the nurses: more than 2,000 people: i;r ull A:'ter 
liberation, the :\Jtional Union Front for the S:il., :;Liou 
of Kampuchea <ind the People's R,evolutionarv Co::ndl 
gathered to.~ethcr all health workers who had survi'. cd 
thr- genocide ·rnrl. with material and tecbnicd '"'':' Llnce 
ghei1 by the Soci:il isl Rcpu blic of Vietnam Li t ~ ,), c n1r1Y 
days of our p:oplc's State, a new health or~ 1r11;c 1tion 
was :oet up. The orientation we followed rii.;1:: ,-rorn 
the beginning was c:1tirely different from what iuJ 

. guided our medical system in former times: the pur
suit of patronage .. \ '. its peak, !n 1968, that syotern 

~17;1 {~c~~~.JS 1t;:~J",'.~:;~~', ~ "(1(~ :;\~.' ·,'.1 ~r~~t'-:.' :\1
:i. 

1 
i.· ~e :1'.~l~ 1 ;:;~~ 

over 5r,o C~H1suitiug roorn·~. '_Ct\er:: -~~~ d: tl-;C:1 •,):1e t~os
pital bed for eYcrv r:;.or;,1 in'.:.1'·.·:nh :::: i ·•:1•c: physi· 
cian for every 10,;)0o.~'rhi'~ \\'~:·~ I.(Ji 11111 1 ·:1, :Jr1:~ 111;' Hll'S, 

the f'rnpha~is \VJs laid (Ji". ;Le t(;\\·ri~. \\·Ll".t- :'.-: J-,a:n-
puche~~ \\·as a11 e·_;~;en1i~,,li\· ;1'-'·~·;l' ;;·1 :1'•:11:·\·. l ·,i1(·1r.r 
011r I1''ople's re:.;:imc. the: ;.(J!J' J:iij•n: ~1:·,:':1 l::\d fnr 
8.!l Oin:Jiprc:-.et1t he~ill!l L•_·t\·:1~ 11 ;1 c·r.· 1 v~·n and 
a L'11!' .tr~. ()1· (\ur 1 • ..: ...,·). J.T.J;\ ~.c. 
rr•' ~)" .~ .... ..::11 jj~ ~·1, . ~~~~ch of 
()1] ( ,I;!' 

TC! i I '." ~)' 
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,_ .. c.; ,1.·1, 
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1, •iLil. (h1r 
I'IO - 4co 

:'- r.1k eight 
'It h.000 

\" .,l.~ , it1f ~l ~J ','l, 1: .. , i.t'. :J!)Ollt 

(~.1c :;,.·(i iUC "\-(;r~·.· IJ>·J, "\t) · ,: :irr11a-
r1_ 1!11ca! p1~t11'.s i til'll Uclt .. , ;, lici!lC'.--, 
in th~ fur111 of j:]jf~1_·1.1LJ! JJJ-:.: : \ ,L_ ·, (': r~>iics, 
.~y-rup::: e::c-drop:-::i etc. 'f':h: C'nJl..: _,_· 01 \i ·.1·, itl(, P11.u·
rnac:.· a·1d (}1orJt0-St·i!!;.J c :'.- : J'< l1':1,,t1 rcope.~n~d, 
\Vhilc c::-rch pnnrlr:cc iu:~.s _,.~'.J'.iJ \f· · ~:·.1~;1L1g junior 
J';__;fS\);i:1c!. J\t prt:~.'.'",:t, C:'~r J;:._'. 'i ·1 ~,IJ 1 J--'~' ('(;111pri~it'S 

Qu~·s.inn: 7'/;t fl:)ftJtf 1J:t 1·t.~1 i.JJ!.' 

rh£'[1 )' (r_'(l.\'t'd to tYis! i/irr:-" 1 ~, 'r.\ 

r·;o(· 1 ::'!/~~- f.:.cnnpu-

11 ~'U, f'?!l I J:rnb!t !ii r~f 
t/1c '' ~/,,-J ·tors" il /"·(:: 1u.! ~-'ill/:· 1t;/·,·1trfrs those -;.of:o 
jlcl (O,'JCL nu./ :1houtt IL' .\l';:/c~'f. TVa.J 1/n:t 'i>: :._':· d ntcdtcaf 
to: /J:; .; tilar f,> !/zof <tLJl1_i h.': /1lcr-f•:! ('/!iJ!(i! j/ l1as hel'n 
.\"·fd /·;ut ~~o,_;, (I_/ :/z~.> p1Zift>L:.0:1n/1us!11::0i: d,,.:-d 05 a r<'suft. 

ff/fti:(,1.1.·ts .1j/f,-;n t/za! 1/u,·:~, : ·~, ,/,- 1_!(,rs" used their 

t..·. 

0 f>."rrJl/.-'l!S 

f"'rfe:z"J, 

f·it I/I c"arried out 
1:.':t-~:·/ 1~:. ;_ ,1 'ii:'iiC uv z,~·ay of 

T ·c:::·.,1z'r CiJo;:: told 1ae, 

/:,:)_/ a year <~(tcr /111 f"1, ,,.. ;;,e ]\.Inner 1-?ouge, 
t!zat Pol J>ot rnedtra! l:(,o: /~e,-,,, f;1 ,/itzr ·- s!t against 
1·0..,fai diYcusc s '', Jll1.,'rtl_y 't·d I ;:os:· tl1ry.fJund "affected 
by leJJro,1y, syj,frilis and tubcrndmi<. }[1;;,; tr::e do ro:1 lhink 
thas( .1/o ... f;;1,· arr? 
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Answer: Pol Pot himself said in a~report to a con

ference of cadres of provinces making up the'fo~ 
Eastern Military Zone: "One must cast aside that 
outdated conception which recommends that cadres 
be recruited among people having attained a certain 
level of education in the old society. There is no 
need for them to know how to read or to have 
some knowledge of French. A good soda! back
ground is enough. A certain level of culture is not 
essential; one does not cure patients with it. An 
illiterate person can perfectly learn medicine. Educa
tion is onlv secondary; what is important is one's 
political and ideological stand. This is the basis of 
technique". One would think this was a quotation 
from l\Jao, with some alterations. The same anti
intellectualism, the same ·:olnntarism. One has every 
reason to believe that the Khmer Rouge leaders had 
taken from the Chinese the model of the "barefoot 
doctor", a son or daughter of' poor peasants, barely 
literate, and trained by quacks in one or two months. 
The barefoot doctor's political and ideological stand 
almost invariably caused him to see his patients as 
lazybones who wished to escape work duty and tri 
punish them by reducing their already pitiful ra
tions. So only seriously ill people ever asked for 
medical care; which in fact consisted of some tradi
tional herbal nir,!icine<; claimed to bl" effective 
against all kinds of diseases. Pills \Yere made from 
old wives' recipes, injectable meC:ic;1tions were prepar
ed with rain water and kept in unsterilized phials, 
injections were made without preliminary asepsis, 
and surgical operations were conducted without 
anaesthetic. Incapable of diagnosing an illness, the 
barefoot doctor contented himself'*with listening to 
what the patient told him and his prescription had 
to be strictly followed. Hence a very high mortality 
rate. Some sadists cut open their patients'abdomen or 
thorax simply to observe the functioning of their 
hearts or viscera. This is unbelievable, yet true. It is 
also true that Pol Pot doctors ordered the physical 
liq!1idation of lepers, "to cleanse the environment". 
Of a total of about 10,000 lepers, only 400 remain 
alive. Those affected by syphilis were also liquidat
ed, but for a diffe're!\t reaso11: "to preserve revolu
tionary ethics". As for those suffering from tuber
culosis and consequently unable to work, they were 
left to starve according to the motto: "Whoever 
does not work shall not eat". That was how Pol Pot 
doctors behaved. And yet they ne\'er failed io mor
alize upon the failings of the physicians of the old 
society. They had strange ways of reasoning., For 
instance they claimed that a doctor who took care 
to clean his hands with alcohol before touching a 
patient merely showed his fear of contamination and 
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his contempt of the people. \\'as it ignorance, hypoc
risy, or both? 

Question: Hlhile hushing up the lzei11011s crimes perpe
trated by the Pol Pot genocidal regime, Beijing, Wash
ington alui Bangkoh hm·e recent!\' tried to com;ince the 
world that gas and toxic cliemira/s lzave been used by the 
\'ietnam People'~· Army against ]{/;mer Rouge and other 
"resistanre bases". How numerous and acti·ve are those 
so·ca/lcd resistance bases ;i Being in charge of public 
health do you haie anything to say about those alleged 
inhuman war acts and use of prohibited weapons by Viet· 
namese troops 011 Kampuchean territory? 

Answer: Following the Khmer Rouge takeover, I 
spent three and a half years in Takco province 
'where I was put to till the land then to look after 
buffaloes and oxen, then I was sent to K11ndal where 
I did basketwork all day long until the Khmer 
Rouge were routed. Like all my companions in 
misfortune, I suffered from hunger-and ill-tre-at: 
ment and lived in perpetual fear of a blow given on 

·the back of the neck with the axle of an ox cart, 
\Ve were lihcratnl hv Vietnamese troops. Although 
I was. above evervthing else, longing to be reunited • 
with my familv. I nonethel"'' carefully observed 
your soldiers. :\one of them made a show of the 
rnilit:1risrn \vhid1 I abhorred. They were cheerful 
and light-hearted, and their officers were gentle and 
considerate. They shared their meagre rations v;ith 
the local population, cared for the sick and the 
woun,led, showed respect for the old. They behaved 
correctlv with regard to the women, played with 
the, children and treated their prisoners with human
ity and leniency. To claim that that army com
mitted atrocities is pure slander. Our Government 
has received no reports \\·hatso\·c r of any use of gas 
and toxic chemicals by \'ietnarncsc troops in any 
region of our country :\o ca'e of poisoning by 
chemicals has ever been trc,Hcd in our hospitals, 
although we have competent sµccialists in that fieid. 
Indeed, bases held by Pol Pot or S-:m S,rnn forces are 
located in Thai, not Kampuchc:m, territory. Here 
remnants of the Pol Pot army haYe set up what can 
at most be called robbers' haunts, not resistance bases. 
Pol Pot, Son Sann and Sihanouk;~J ar from banding 
together into a)roika as their:masters in Beijing and 
'\\T ashington would wish, a re jockeying for prestige 
and material interests. \\'hat kind of resistance is 
that, that is being conducted by forces seeking to 
devour each other? The accmation made by Wash
ington, Beijing and Bangkok against the Vietnamese 
troops is simply a smokescreen. To vYashington I 
would like to say:" The Kampuchcan people have 
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not forgotten the havoc wrought by defoliants spray
ed over a large part of their country by the US 
aircraft during the last Indochina war. " To Beijing: 
"Pol Pot is your monstrous creature. You are re
sponsible in the last resort for the genocidal crimes 
he perpetrated on three million Kampuchean victims 
during the three years, eight months and 
twenty days of his reign". Ano, lastly, to Bangkok: 
"Be realistic! Do11't sapport a lost cause, all the 
more so since it is an ignominious one, for there is 
retribution for eventhing in this world. Because you 
quote the Buddhi5t doctrine, act as. Buddhists, stay 
away from crime, and don't forget the law of cause 
and effect." That is what r \\"Oulcl like to say about 
the collusion bet ween Beijing, \V ashington and 
Bangkok. 

Question: I have Usitcd scz;eral hospitals both in the 
capital and i11 some provincn, '1.·hcre l talked not only to 
Kampuchean doctors and nurscs but a!so to Vietnamese 
specialists who had come to help put Kampuchea back on 
its feet following the flight of the Khmer Rouge. I also 
noted the presence of medicines, instruments and apparatus 
sent from Vietnam, the Soviet Union and other socialist 
countries, or donated by various international humanitarian 
or;;anizations. !las the assistance given Kampuchea in the 
health field been effective, on both the material and technical 
planes? What do you ~l'ish to rccei'iH from the international 
community durinf this prriod nf national convalescence~ 

What are your p!a11.1 contcr11ing CO·O/Jeration with other 
countrirs, 

Ans-.. er: Let me quote a few more figures first. In 
r980, our health network did 10 million medical 
check-ups and cared for 300,000 in-patients. Those 
achievements, which did a lot of good to our people's 
morale, presuppose a fairly good organization, ade
quate staff, i.e. in sufficient numbers and profession
ally competent, a stock of medicines, and other 
factors. Precious a id has bee fl provided by Vietnamese 
specialists, vvho actively participated in the setting 
up of our health-care network, in cadre training, in 
disease treatment and prevention, in the fight against 

• epidemics, etc. \Ve owe a great deal to their devo
tion and competence and, after three years of their 
close co-operation, I believe that as a physician train
ed under the old regime and having travelled in 
many regions of the \\·orld, I can affirm that the 
Vietnamese experience in the field of health care is 
extremely valuable for the developing countries on 
condition that they have at heart the interests and well
being of their toiling masses. This experience has in
spired us in the charting of our present orientation: a 
mass line in which modnn science is combined with 

traditional values and top priority is given to pre,: 
vention without neglecting treatment. \Ve are also 
grateful to the Soviet Union, Czechoslovakia, Hunga
ry, Bulgaria, the German Democratic Republic, Cuba, 
Poland, India and other countries, and to popular aid 
committees in France and S\veden as well as to 
international humanitarian organizations such as 
UNICEF, OXFAM, and ICRC for their generous and 
disinterested help on the material and technic<Jl planes, 
which has made possible our country's quick·rccovery. 
On the strength of the results· achieved, we are 
braced for a large-scale struggle a~ainst soci;d dis
eases, first of all malari::i, which is endemic on three
quarters of our territory where three million of our• 
compatriots live. Great importance is also attached to 
the fight against tuberculosis, for we inherited a high 
T.B. mortality rate from the Pol l'ot regime \Vhile 
conducting a wide-ranging struggle ~igai11st epidemics 
we will promote environmental, particularly rural. 

hygiene All those fundamental actions call for 
mate·rial ac.d technical means which in the present 
circumstances are not available to us. Our targets can 
only be attained if we benefit from intensive inter
national assistance. In particular we neFd ·that help 
for the supplies and equipment necessary for the 
operation and development of our young pharmaceu
tical industry. It is also high time we thought of 

co-operation with other countries and with interna
tional organizations for the common benefit of m~m
kind. However, co-operation implies reciprocity. It is 
no secrft that our country is still caught in serious 
difficulties due to our century-old 11nderdevelopment, 
aggravated by the sequels of Polpntism and the hostile 
policy pursued by Beijing and world reaction. In the 
economic field for instance, we ha\·e a useful range 
of tropical products: rubber, coffee, rice, pepper, jute, 
precious woods, vegetable oil... .Heirs to the brilliant 
Angkor Civilisation, we shall certainly continue to 
attract attention in tlie cultural field. Already in. the 
days of Angkor, our forefathers gave a vigorous 
impetus to our traditional medicine and the country's 
health-care network comprised as many as one 
hundred hospitals. Like our Vietnamese friends, . we 
will enhance that precious patrimony. \Ve will pro
mote the cultivation of medicinal plants suited to our 
soil and climate, the range of which is undoubtedly 
quite vast. By persisting in that path, our medical 
corps will, I believe, contribute its part to the common 
endeavour of the peoples of the world in the field of 
health care. 

Phnom Penh 

23 September 1981 
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"~~UONTI TAf~ONN" 
----·------------------- ·-----

ANGKOR Chn~ is a small .dis
trict of l°'"arnpot, about 
r2okm south of Phnom Penh, 

on the road to the resort tow11 
"Kep-on-sea ··, :in o!d ha:1nt of 

. the fonnf'r !·!llilrt ··society ., 
people 0f K:1rn1w,·hea and nick· 
named Kampuche.1's Cape St Jac
ques (Vie'.narn's \"u11g Tau) Tn the 
Second Indoc!ii1ia \\'ar, after Lon 
Nol had overthrown ~ihanouk. 
ven- fierce battles were fought 
here be_twcei< the p11ppet ::-::aigon -
Phnom Penh for:_-c:o on oue sid'e 
and the Vietnamese - Karnpuchean 
liberation forces on the other. Late 
L1 1972 the puppet forces -.vith
drew. Then "the home-1Ja,cd 
leader~hip" of the Kampuchl'a11 
revolution rcq,,,,,rc·d (['" \'it-t
namcsc liberation f,>:ccs to with
draw from the .uca a;id hand it 
over to the Khmer Rouge adminis
tration. Thus, in 19n, t\\·o years 
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before entering Phnom Penh, the 
Khmer Rouge had already estab
lished a liberated area in Kampot 
prov~ncc encompassing Angkor 
Chey. 

The w:ir and the terrible uphea\'· 
als following it, practically 
obliterated all solid buildings, 
leaving the poor upland country 
thoroughiy destitute. Angkor Chey 
district town was recluced to a 
thinly populated communitv lost 
among bare hills, and its people's 
revolutionary committee was 
situated in an old medical station 
of Sihanouk vinL1ge, made deso
late by the absence of fences and 
doors, 

I \\·::~ rcrciq:d by \!rs Ch11im 
:C:an:octJr, deputy hcac! of !ht 

comrniltet"s secret~iriat; a \\·oma11 
of around 30, with a dark brown 
cornp1exinn, very clear brown eyes 

and a straight nose which set off 
the fine traits of an oval face. Her 
slender body was clothed in a 
narrow-waisted black ~hirt and a 
dark-green sarong. Graceful rath~r 
than beautiiul, she spoke to me 
slowly in a good French accent. 
l produced mv papers and explain
ed my intention of visiting the 
Khrner Rouge mass graves just 
disco\'ered by the f!dministration. 
She then asked me to wait for the 
committee's president who was 

, altending a meeting . 

In the meantime I learnt that 
Chhim Samoeur had studied in 
Phnom Penh's Sisowalh high 
school, passed the first part of her 
baccalaureate but failed the second 
part. She then married Nhien 
'.::iamonn, a high school teacher, 
and had a daughter .Khien Sudane 
anJ a son I\hien Sudana. Driven 
out of Phnom Penh under Pol Pot 
the family sc:tlcd in Prap Phnum 
co1nm1mc, "\ngkor Chey district. 
The couple became ''new peas
ants", tt:m'.cd the fields, dug 
Lanais, built uikes and ate only 
rice gruel to keep body and soul 
together. In 1977 her husband was 
framed as an officer in Lon Nol's 
army and thrown into Tamonn 
jail where he was killed later on. 
The same vear both childrea died 
of starvati~n while ·Chhim Saman 
Chhim Samoeur's elder sister, and 
Chhim Sareth. her younger 
brother, abo dic..i i11 Tamonn jail. 
Now site li1·cs al<>l!C. 

"The pl:11·c 1·n!1 want to go," 
she told me, "belongs to Prap 
Phnurn cumrnun·c where the 
Khmer ]{ou,~c ~:ct up a jail called 
\Iuonti 'Lnncmn." 

lVlr Tuon Sai, tLe president of 
the dis1rict people's committee, 
spoke to me in French too
ubviati1w the ::eed ior an interpre
tc:r. ,\ ·~raduate of the Phnom 
Penh :'\ational Pedagogical In-
stitute he was formerly , th;) 
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principal of Kiri vong high school in 
Takeo town. Angkor Chey district 
was dubbed District 106 under Pol 
Pot and Muonti Tamonn was a 
rather difficult term to explain. 

"l\Iuonti," he said, "is a vague 
word. Any place where the Pol 
Pot agents \Vorked, guarded by 
sentries with black pyjamas and 
chequered scarves, was called 
• muonti ', be ft a military com· 
mand post, a seat uf administra· 
tion, a pig-farm, or a j~il... There
fore 'muonti' may be an office or 
a jail. Tamonn is .a hamlet of Prap 
Phnum commune, 9 km from 
Angkor Chey district town, on 
Provincial Road 31 leading to 
National Highway 3 which links 
Phnom Penh tu Kamput." 

Tuon Sai drew a sketch of 
"Muon ti Tamonn ": about 20 

1
rows 

of houses comprising detention 
rooms, stores, kitchen, offices ... 
and four places of execution at 
Prey. Takoy, Phnum Sromach, 
Ph:nur Kril and 0 Tapao. He 
informed me that all the houses 
had been removed by the local 
population, but the graves were 
intact. Following the indication of 
some witnesses, the district had 
unearthed more than two hundred 
gr~ves, exhuming 50 - 60 corpses 
from the biggest, 20 - 30 from the 
medium, and a few from the 
smallest. A record of the victims 
had been kept by the executioners, 
but as In many other places they 
had destroyed it before withdraw
ing. However the evidence by 
many witneses led them to con
clude that 30,000-40,000 people 
had been killed in "M uonti 
Tamonn" from early 197+ to 1979 
during the five years of Khmer 
Rouge administration in tlie 
locality. 

"This July," the president said, 
"when we made an exca\'ation at 
Prey Takoy, each stroke of the 
hoe hit human bones. At the 
2,003rd skull, we stopped, partly 
because we diJ not have enough 
space to keep the victims' remains 
and partly to preserve the stat 
as an evidence." 

Mrs. lu Xa Phuon. Her husband and five children 
were killed in Tamonn jail. 

Photo : VIETNAM TELEVISH l\: 

Tuo11 Sai then drove us to the 
plac<'. \Ve left Angkor Chey 
distfict town, followed Provincial 
Road 31 In the direction of Phnom 
Penh, passing poor hamlets newly 
restored under the clumps of 
coconut-and sug:11·-palrns. ,-\t km 
9 we turned right, crossed a small 
wooden bridge over a canal and 
entered a large dirt road. "l\Iuonti 
Tamonn" was seated here, along 
more than half a kilometre start
ing from the canal-four or five 
minutes of slow drive. \Ve stopped 
where the last rows of hou~es 

had stood. At this place w:1s a 
newly-built three-roomed brick 
house surrounded by walls of· 
sugar-palm wood, of an ornamental 
value rather than for prot~ction. 

The sunlight filtering through 
tht~ lattice showed a heap or 
h um~1 u bones like firewood occu
pying nearly half of the house. 

Behind it on the left was a heap 
of skulls as half the house-column, 
and on the right a heap of cags 
with faded colours which had 
been the victims' clothes. 

It was afternoon. A few score 
peasants returning from the fields 

·then gathered around me - an 
occasion for me to hear many 

wftne~s accounts of the " \f uonti 
Tan1onn". 

Mr Ing Set, 38 years old, living 
in Rsai Dam hamlet, wa:; :: tall, 
lean man with a chocolate brov,'n 
complexion, and c,irl\· h'.lir--c1 
t\·pical Khmer. 

·' l'11Jer the Pol Pot rr•;irnc," he 
;aiJ, "my house fan·d tl1e first 
row of the muonti houses, 300 

metres away. I sa\\ starving 
prisoners like bags of bones, 
m:my of thrm cnllld no 101~.~er 

walk .. md l1ad to era\\·], some of 
them went on all fours out uf the 
jail aml ate grass. Thev were rn 
e;,:ha:13ted that they could not 
offer any resistallce and wery 
easily killed hv the soldiers. 
This was done in t\VO ways: JY 
smashir,g the victims' lie.ids with 
a hammer ur a stick, or bv 
cutting their throats with a sharp 
knife. I witnessed many pitiful 
and dreadful scenes out had to 
feign ignorance and keep cle~n of 
the muonti. Later 01i tlw sDldicrs 
ordered rne to move nJ\' holl~C far 
from the place." 

!\1r Khieu ~;ien, ll:; \'e:irs "1,:, a 
native of lhe sanie k1111!t1, was a 
small, tDorhlc.:s~ m:1i1 with a yc:lluw 
comple;..iou. 
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"The Khmer Rouge, '' he said, 
"brought their prisoners to Ta
monn on ox- or horse-carts. Once, 
I saw a family coming on an ox
cart, clothed like townspeople. The 
soldiers then grabbed a woman 
and beat her most brutally. A child 
whom I guessed to be her son was 
so frightened that he ran away 
into the rice-fields. Immediately 
the soldiers rushed after him and 
beat him to death with a stick. 
They detained and murdered peo
ple in 'Muonti Tamonn' ever since 
the Khmer Rouge 'liberated area' 
was establishrd here. I myself had 
six sons arrested and executed 
under the charge of resisting an 
order to do heavy work owing to 
sheer exhaustion. My wife also 
died of starvation at the hands of 
the Khmer Rouge. Now I have 
only a daughter left who lives 
with me." 

Miss Ui Then, 20 years old, a 
healthy, full-faced and ingenuous 
looking girl: 

"The black-clad soldiers kept a 
very close guard on the 'mu(}nti', 
letting nobody come near it. How
ever, I lived only two hundred 
metres from it and could hear· peo• 
pie screaming at night. Later on 
the soldiers ordered me to move 
else where. I had two elder broth
ers charged with an attempt to 
flee the 'liberated area' before the 
Khmer Rouge occupied Phnom 
Penh. They were imprisoned in 
the 'mounti' and liquidated there." 

To help me better understand a 
Khmer Rouge execution some 
peasants re-enacted the scenes they 
had witnessed time and again. If 
I had not seen this with my own 
eyes, it would have been difficult 
to imagine such brutalities. Mr 
Khieu Sien took a rope with which 
he tied Mr Ing Set's arms behind 
his back above the elbows and 
around the wrists, then tied another 
man behind him in the same way 
with the same rope ... "They tied 
prisoners by twenty or thirty," he 
said. "After that, they led them lo 
a grave, ordered the first man to 
squat and hold out his head for a 
soldier to knock it with a hammer 
and push the man into the grave, 
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then did the same to the next, until 
the last." Then Mr Khieu Sien 
grasped a tussock of a squatting 
Mr Ing Set's hair with his left 
hand, rested his left knee on the 
"victim's" back then pulled on 
his hair to lay bare his throat. 
"This is their way to cut throats," 
he said. And he took a bar of 
wood as a knife then carried it 
over Mr Ing Set's throat. 

After this gruesome drama, Mr 
Ing Set brought me back to the 
heap of bones and took out a pair 
of arm-bones with a rope tying 
them. Then he led me to the heap 
of skulls, pointed at these battered 
ones and told me to compare them 
with the intact ones. "The batter
ed belong to those who had their 
heads smashed and the intact 
come from those who had their 
throats cut." This said, he showed 
me a heap of rusted iron-bars used 
to fetter legs, bellies and necks, 
but gave no more commentary 
about the fate of the prisoners in 
"Muonti Tamonn ". 

Before leaving, I asked about the 
wooden boards with poles heaped 
in a corner of the house. 

"Those are ours," the president 
explained. "When exhuming a 
mass grave the excavator has to 
write down the number of skulls 
unearthed on a board and plant it 
near the gra\·e for the men in 
charge to check it before gathering 
the skulls. \Ye add up the num
bers written on the boards and 
compare the total with the over
all number to avoid a mistake." 

Thus a method of archaeological 
excavation was applied here with a 
possibility of checking the result. 

* 

District 106, that was the Angkor 
Chev district under the Pol Pot 
regi;ne, was divided into six sec
tors. Apart from the "Muonti
Tamonn " which was the main 
jail, the district had six smaller 
jails, one in each sector. 

"\Ve cannot count precisely the 
number of victims," Tuon Sai 
went on. "However, it cannot be 

less than 50,000, because there 
were people from other places be
sides the local ones. \Ye have 
relatively accurate figures for the 
former Samleing sector. In 197+, 
the sector had 17,000 people. In 
197 5, +,ooo people \\·ere forced 
here from Phnom Penh, which 
made 21,000. After the establish
ment of people's power, the sector 
was divided into t No communes: 
Samleing and Chompey with a 
total population of 10,983 in 1981. 
\Ve don't know the number of 
Phnom Penh people who e;;caped 
death and returned to the capital. 
\Ve have not yet made complete 
statistics of the babies born since 
liberation. Howevn, if we compare 
the population in 1975 and that in 
1981, the difference amounts to 
10,017, that is nearly one half. 

"Today Angkor Chey district 
has near]\· 46,000 people living in 
10 communes. All these have pri
mary schools ~md the c!istrict has 
a secondJry school. Total enrol
ment m the 1981-1982 school year 
amounts to about 13,000, that is 
nearly one-third of the popula
tion." 

After visiting the vestiges of 
"Muonti Tamonn" and taking a 
photograph with the 2,003 skulls 
of the victims, in contrast I went 
to the secondary school of the 
district and the primary school of 
Phnum Kong commune nearby 
and took a photograph with the 
pupils and their teachers. The 
children studied in simple houses 
with sugar-palm leaf roofs and 
walls, sometimes without a parti
tion at all between two classes 
However, they were clad cleanly 
and neatly and their bright fates 
bore no more traces of the recent 
nightmare. 

~evertheless, whenever one asks 
after their families their expres
sions change, their faces cloud 
over: they are marked for the resl 
of their lives by the sinister 
memories of the" Muonti Tam.onn" 
of Pol Pot. 

Phnom Penh, October 19~1 
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A short story 

Mother and 

U
NLIKE her two children 

Duyen rare.Jy used the look
ing-glass. ~he had no time 

for it, anyway ah\-ays, having her 
hands full. As soon as she got up at 
a quarter to five in the morning, 
she started cooking. Then, after a 
hurried breakfast, she filled three 
cantec;ns with food and, no less 
hurriedly, went to work on her 
bicycle. Quite often in winter she 
forgot to 'put on her scarf and 
gloves. As she lived a long way 
from the hospital \Vhere she was 
working, Duyen had hardly had 
any time left for herself. 

Then, for no reason at all 
Duyen took to inspecting her fac~ 
in the looking-glass. She spent 
more and more time doing so, and 
one day discovered with satisfac
tion that she was not as old 
as she had believed. In the 
dream-like atmosphere of the room 
created by the early morning 
sunrays which passed through the 
fanlight and were deflected from 
the ceiling on to the blue tile 
floor, Duyen was startled at the 
sight of the oval-shaped face in the 
looking-glass. ·whose could it be ' 
Did it belong to the frail, young 
medical assistant at the Regiment
al Hospital, the girl whose black 
eyes had "bewitched" l'huc, one 
of the patients, 20 years before ? 
Such a long time ago! 

The moment of wishful think
ing over, Duyen became reconcil
ed to the fact that she was no 
1onger what she used to be. She 

The problem of war widows in the postwar pertod-public opinion-one! their 
happiness. This is the subject ef the following story, as delicately treuted bv 
Ma Van Khang, a widely read author. · 

was forty-two now. She had to 

put on a pair of spectacles when 
reading, and her hair and skin 
had lost the sheen of youth. 
Forty-two and in another phase of 
life. Yet she did not look her age, 
a gift given by nature to beautiful 
women. People often said she 
Joo ked more like a sister than a 
mother to her son and daughter. 
Once when she came to the hos
pital in a red woollen coat her 
friends all marvelled at her. 
"You're wonderful, my dear," 
enthused the typist. "Just a little 
touch of mascara and lipstick and 
you'll be perfect." Dnyen blushed 
at the praises and looked all the 
more beautiful. 

Duyen tossed her head with a 
girlish movement and sang softly, 
" After the rain the sun shines 
again. A bright day with a ne\v 
joy ... " But she left the song unfin
ished to look through the bam
boo blind into the other half of 
the room in 
daughter, was 
single bed. 

which Hoa, her 
sleeping on a 

Duyen sat down on the edge of 
her own bed, still looking at the 
fullgrown girl. 

IIoa 's coming of age and the 
enlistment of Thuan, her son, had 
been marked by the partition of 
tl1eir only room. "Thh photo was 
taken of Dad and me, so it belongs 
to me," Hoa used to claim at the 
age of ten, and ~he had appro
priated all mementos of her father, 

dead for twelve years now, while 
Duyen was left with only the 
bitter-sweet memories of the years 
she had shared with her husband. 

In her daughter's sixteenth year, 
Duyen was aware of a change in 
her relationship with Hoa. Back 
from work one day she was 
greeted at the door not by the little 
girl she used to kno'N, but by one 
in the full bloom of youth, and 
she was speechless at the joy 
which suddenly filled her heart· 

" Have some tea, mother," Hoa 
said to her. " You don't look 
quite well." 

Duyen received the cup with an 
unsteady hand. So her daughter 
had become a different person 
with a mind of her own. The 
relation between mother and 
daughter, natural, unruffled so 
far, would have to be handled 
with care now. Hoa tended to 
keep to herself more and more, 
and Duyen missed the small talks 
they had had about almost 
everything-their food and clothes, 
the girl's friends and studies. 
Sitting in silence over their 
meals Duyen would try to find 
the cauie of Hoa's reticence, won
dering if it was the incompleteness 
of the family. Once she :attempted 
to break the ice by asking her 
daughter if she had auv problems, 
but the girl did not thaw." You 
have to trust me, mother, " she 
replied. " I can take care of myself 
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now. The answer was firm 
and :ogical, but Duyen did not 
feel at all relieved. 

Hoa bad been up for some time 
;iow and was working at her desk 
when Duye11 came in through tl1e 
dividing blind. 

" \Ve're going to a concert this 
evening,''. Duy en announced. 

The girl laid down her pen anJ 
turned to look at her 
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"You've got the tickets, mothe.
Where will it be ? " 

"\Ve're invited, both of m:. So 
let's have dinner early" 

"I can't go." Hoa said, and 
picked up her pen. 

"You can't go? \Vhy? It's Satur
da v evening. You don't want to 
deny me the pleasure, do you? " 

The girl detected a note of 
ur<'encv in her mother's voice. She 

0 . 

looked up again and was alarmed 
by her mother's beseeching eye~. 

"\Veil, I've m1· homework to 
do," she explained. 

"All right, if it's your homework 
then I'm not suppused to trouble 
you," Duyen said. 

"Don't say that, .mother," the 
girl P.kaded, now at a loss." I have 
to see granny, too,., she added, 
turning back tu lwr d.-sk. "She 
sent word for vou and me to come 
and sec her."· 

Five vears L>efore DuYen who 
was a dodor, was transferred to 
Hanoi from a mountain province. 
She hati been working for more 
than twenty years in remote areas, 
and the transfer was made In 
consideration of her mother-in-law 
who was living alone in the capi
t_al city on the allowance given her 
for her eldest son who had died in 

.a<:tion, and on contributions by her 
tPiree other children living in dis
tant places. 

That was reason enough for the 
transfer, but there was more to it 
than met the eve, :111d Duven was 
the onlv person to know \vhat had 
driven her to make such a deci
sion: the pain inflicted on her by 
the sudden news of her husband's 
death, the lack of opportunity for 
her children to further their stu
dies and, most of a 11, her loneliness. 

The whole family looked for
ward to the move. The children 
could not wait to see the big~lty 
with its crowded streets, and 
their mother was picturing to 
herself a secure life for all three. 
Then, at ;he railway station, a 
friend who came to see them off 
whispered to Du yen: "They say 
you're going to remarry in Hanoi. 
I hope that's true. Only there can 
you have y011r pick of men. And 
you're quite pretty still, my dear. " 
Duven blushed to the roots of her 
hail-. Fortunately her embarrass
ment escaped the children, who 
were too busy watching the puff
ing engine. To Duyen, thos~ 
words had a frightening effect. 
hut somehow they sounded like a 
potent prelu,le to a new chapter 
of her life. 

Having left the provincial town 
Duyen missed the quiet, unevent
ful days she had Ii ved there, the 
unpretentious houses, the familiar 
faces, a crowded atmosphere 
which allowed no privacy and in 
which the least happening was 
magnified to an important event, a 
life irritating at times but neigh
bourly on the whole. 

People had known Duyen since 
she was a girl of eighteen who 
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wore her hair In two braids over 
her ears, and who used to walk a 
pack horse laden which medicines 
hack and forth to the hospital of 
Regiment 246. They also remember
ed her husband, the youngest cap
tain in the whole regiment, and 
often recalled both their wedding 
and the commemorative service 
held for Plrnc at the Public Health 
Office during which the young 
widow had fallen unconscious. 

In a small towr1 one mixes com
pletC'ly with the community. where
as in a bi,£; city people are just 
anon\·mous entities lost among 
evenis taking place at a heady 
speed, and individual life is sub
merged by everyday care. 

Duven had remoulded her life to 
suit ·the big city. She renounced 
former habits, avoided company 
and sought comfort at home where 
3he found pe::ice of mind. 

Duven en joved the IJe\\' life. She 
work"ed hard ·and conscientiously, 
and .was trusted by her colleagues 
and re~pected by her patients. Her 
rhilrlren did \Vell at school and 
behaved them,elves. Thuan, the 
son, joined up in his fourth year 
at Medical College, at the age o( 
tvvcnty. Hoa, in the tenth fotm ot 
secondary school, had outgrown 
her childhood tant: urns. Duy en did 
not ask fo,r more. · 

Time went br 11·ithout much 
happeninc:, which suited Duven 
wc• ll. But - somehow she found her 
peace of mind too fragile to last. 
There were the broad hints drop
ped bv her colleagues and the 
suggestions, well-meaning but a' 
times not quite tactful, made by 
her friends, which combined to 
clear the wasteland of h,,·r soul for 
sowing. And a seed had finally 
been planted by chance. 

Duyen was giving a checkup t0 
an eight-year-old girl who suffer
ed from arthritis and had all the 
symptoms of a bad liver. Her 
father was a greying major whose 
pale, long face was heavily liner! 
by many years of hardship. 

"vVe'll have to keep her h~re, 
I'm afraid", Du yen told thf' major 
and noticed that the man was 
looking at her with some interest 
which, out of politeness. he tried 
not to show. 

The major promised to bring 
his ciaughtcr back for treatment 
at the hospital :ind added with 
some hesitation, "Excuse me, 
Doctor, it seems to me we've met 
somewhere before!' 

"Not that I can recall, Major," 
Duven replied, taking off the 
stethoscope from around her neck. 

"vVere vou ever \Vith Re2,·i
ment z+6? -,. 

'' ">:o," Dnyen said polite!Y but 
firmly. She was lving hut the m~n 
did not seem to notice at all. He 
oniv crc:ased his forehead in 
puzzlement as if douhlii:i.; his own 
memory. Then, picking the child 
up on his back, he left, the puzzl
ed look still on his face. 

Duyen felt somewhat guiltv and 
looked forward to the major call
ing again. The major did not keep 
the appointment and so Duve11 did 
something she h:id never done 
before: she called at his house 
where she met only his sick daugh
ter and his mother, a verv old 
woman blind in both eye<;. Duvcn 
learned from the old woman that 
the major had gone to the biwder, 
that of all her children he \Vas 
the one with the toughest lot. He 
ha·d soent most of his life at the 
front. in the northwestern region, 
in Laos, in Kompuchea. He had 
not been Juckv in marriage, either. 
His only child was born very late, 
In the tenth vear of his marriage, 
and his vvife had died of cancer 
five years before. 

Duyen took the child to the 
hospital, carrying her pickaback, 
exactly as the major had done. 
\Vhat followed was ine','iL!ble. 
The major wrote to her frcquentlv 
thanking her for her kindness. 
She wrote in reply. at first onlv to 
inform him of his daughter's 
health, and later on to inquire 
after him. Thus, without kmiwing 
it, tl1e two began to open th<"ir 
hearts to each other. 

Came the day when the child 
was released. The major got leave 
for that special occasion. To Du yen 
that was a memorahle day. She
worked far into the n~ght and the 
major saw he:- home. 

The children harl gone t:> bed 
but were still awake. Thuan got 
up as soon as he heard her." \Vhy 
are vou so late, mother'" he 
asked. "\"Ve waited in vain for 
you. It's Hoa's birthday, you 
know?" · 

Du~ en was shiverin,c; with cold. 
She sat down silentlv at the table 
while Thuan urged· his siste;- to 
get up. 

"Don't sulk. Si1c h~d to work 
late, you know," he toicl the girl, 
jerking at tLe mosquito net. 

"That's no r~ason for forget! ing 
·all about mv birthday," the girl 
retorted angrily. 

Duy~ll shivt>l"fd ngain, th is tim'." 
with a feeling oC '.~ llilt. 

* 

The relatinns bctwcfn mother 
and daughter bcc:irne st1·ained and 
did not inmro\·c in any1y,1v. The 
life of the 'close knit famii\- was 
irremediably di.;tur!ied hy tl]c new 
f::ictor. · 

Uuyen was 110 longer q:1i1c her
self, her heart w:is con<:tantly 
a flutter with hope :ind longing 
which, she w::is s:id to nete, ·was 
unshared and ont of place at home. 
Her da11gbter's e~tr::i11,gcmcnt she 
understood: the girl had not 
reached the age of reason vet. 
But the sharp drop of Hoa's marks • 
at school WJs more than she could 
hear. Duyen was all tlie more 
worried after a talk with the 
teacher-in-charge, whn told her 
that the girl seemed to be in some 
kind of moral trouble. "Ikr mind 
is elsewhere" the teacher ol>served. 

Duyen confronted her daughter 
with the teacher's remark and the 
girl flared up. "lnstead of blam
ing me you should do some soul 
searching voursclf I" s!1e rdurtcd. 
D11vcn wa·s ~t1m~ by ,tile sudden 
insnkr1cc :rnd. lor the lir.-t lime in 
ber life, sbppe:J the girl. Later, 
filled \Yitli rtmorse, mnthtr and 
ciaughter hug:_:t·d each otl1C'r and 
'>vept through the night. Uuven 
found she ha.l lxcn 'neglectful in 
her duties to1\'1l!"ds her daughter 
and hac! forsaken the real h11ppi
ness of a muthcr in pursuit (Jf an 
affair of !lie hnrt q1oi;e rn:ippro
priate at lier ac:c. It 11-:1s ]'Ure 
madness. 

Du yen and t l:e rn:i j"r -.vcre 
emerging from the c oi1cert hall. 
There was a muon and the street 
soon emptied o± people. 

"Let's get ca rlw ~·,1v1 ment, 
Duvcn" the ma iur '"11d, his 
an11 slightly touclii1.1:c; her~. 

Dnyen's ltcart 1;1i;;,;e1: a beiit at 
the fan1iliar way the ma i"r addres
sed her ~v di-opping ·the usual 
vocative word. "Du yen.,. the 
major said again. In (he shifting 
ligi-1t of the moon he locked as 
oak as a sheet. ".\1avbe I should 
ieli you ... ., , 

"Don't sav arl\ thi1~:.::," Duyen 
broke in, shaking her hc;Hl Yigor
nuslv. She wanted ll) spcire him 
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the awkwardness. This was no. 
first love for both parties. 

The major, however, went onr 
"\Ve are not young any long<"!, 
and there is public opiniun to 
consider, especially in your case." 

Duyen came to a halt and looked 
11p in-to his eyes. "Public opinion 
has nothing to do with us." she 
said. " \Vhat worries me is our 
children. I know a widower \Vho 
remarried recently. All his four 
children were opposed to it. Thev 
went to see the woman and called 
ht>r every name they could think 
of. Then, on the dav of the wed
di_ng. they packed their own father 
ol f_ Of course I've nothing to fear 
on the part of your family. But 
my son and daughter..." 

Duven was breathing heavily 
while the ma ior remained silent. 
The two walked on towards an 
old pagoda and stood in the shadow 
of its curved roof. 

"I asked Hoa to come with us 
tO.Jlight so I could introduce you to 
her." Duyen told the major. "But 
she refused. Perhaps she was 
aware of our relationship and did 
not approve of it. " 

The major sig!ted .heavily. "I 
leave tomorrow. The situation on 
the border is very tense these 
days. ls your so11 s(i!l there?" 

"Yes '' 

"Shall we walk some more?" 

"l\o, not uow. I've to go and see 
my mother-in-law." 

"l\Iay I write to you again?" 
the major pleaded. 

Duven thought for a while and 
said, "Don't use my home address, 
please. " 

" 

"Did you see granny last night?" 
Hoa asked her m0ther. 

"Yes. She sent you some dried 
carambola for your soup. She 
knows you liked sour soup." 

"\Vhat did she talk to you 
about?" 

"She asked about progress of the 
search for your father's remains 
and about preparations for his 
death anniversary." 

Duycn was not pleased with her 
daughter's curiosity and could not 
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olerate the fact that Hoa had lied 
to her in order to avoid accom
panying her to the concert. 

"So you lied to me, didn't you:" 

"No, I dldn'L I was about to go 
to granny's when I was held up 
by an urgent matter?" 

"\\That matter?" 

"A friend of mine. Thuv. has 
dropped out of school." Hoa -paus
ed for effect before continuing: 
"Her father died during the liber
ation of Buon Ma Thuot and hei' 
mother remarried. She has no 
heart for studies any more." 

Duyen caught her breath. Her 
t>ves were burning and ~he felt 
feverish. Why did Hoa tell her 
that story? Did she make it up 
just to sound her out ? If the story 
was true how could her eyes be 
so cold and deliberate to the point 
of cruelty? Duyen brought to minrl 
the look of her mother-in-law. It 
had also been cold and cruel. 
Sobbing. the old woman lamenterl 
her son. repeating· the same things 
Duven bad heard over and over 
aga-in - his happy childhood, his 
intelligence, his courage in the 
army, his quick promotions in 
ranks, his manv decorations. and 
so on. In conC!usion she blamed 
him for leaving her with two 
fatherless grandchildren. 

* 
* * 

Long were the days when Duyen 
had to \vrestle with her personal 
problem. The major wrote to her 
every week. telling her of his love. 
He spoke with reason. No, he 
wnuld not impose his sightless 
mother and his ailing child on her. 
They would be taken care of by 
him and his brothers and sisters. 
But he insisted that he needed her 
as much as she needed him, not 
only now but in their old age as 
well. 

In her letters, which she never 
sent, Duyen always began bv 
refusing his love. Then she would 
speak of her wish for marital bliss. 
only to end up in a tangle. Duyen 
burned all her letters. What a 
pity. How she wanted to enjoy 
life to the full, w Ith so man v 
years still ahead of her. Yet ther·e 
was the realization that hers was 
not an isolated case considering 
all the sacrifices exacted by the 
thirty years of war Moreover, 
there was the love of her c:tildren 
for her and her duties towards 

them. She lover:l them with all her 
heart, and they did not want to 
share her with anyone. Love can
not be shared, and happiness, once 
lost, can never be regained. How 
sad that made her. "You cannot 
acquire peace of mind without 
losing something." Dun·n consoled 
herself and tried not tci think about 
the major anvmore. 

The major. who never received 
a reply to- anv of his letters. be
came less assiduous in writing. 

Boa was no\V preparing for her 
graduation examinations and 
DuYen spent much time helping 
her. Mother and daughter were 
brought somewhat closer to each 
other, but there remaine-f a deli
cate gap between them. Meanwhile 
Hoa paid frequent visits to her 
grandmother, and the two seemed 
fo have formed a secret alliance 
of some sort. 

"\Vhat if we asked Granny to 
come and live with us?" Hoa 
suggested one day. 

Duyen was completely taken 
aback, ancl her face stung sharp
ly_ "So they want to keep watch 
over me now." she thought bitterly. 
''I've asked her again and again," 
Du yen said, trying to keep her voice 
even, "But she would hear nothing 
of it. The reason she gave was 
that she was used to the neigh
bourhood." 

"I cannot let her live all by 
herself, old as she is. The sight of 
her cooking her meal in a tiny 
pot moved me to tears." 

Duyen realized she had mis · 
understood her daughter. "I assur
ed her that her presence here 
would make our home warmer 
while we \Voulcl be at hand to 
help her." she said, looking at 
Hoa with gent!cnt>ss. 

"Yesterday I also learned from 
Grannv that when Grandad died 
she was only twenty-eight and 
that she brought up Uncle Dam. 
"\unt Loe and Aunt Lan all by 
herself. She is seventy-eight now. 
To think of those t ifty long years 
of widowhood breaks my heart, 
mother." 

"One can get used to every
thing." Duyen said just to keep the 
conversation rolling, but the truth 
of the statement seemed like bile 
to her. 

"Nam Cao's right, one can be 
unhappy Without realizing it," 
Hoa philos.ophised. 

"Nam Cao who;" 
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"A pre-revolution writer. He 
said ... " 

"Well, that's before the revolu
tion. \Yhat I meant was that one 
could adapt to almost anv circum-
stances." · 

Duyen, in fact, was adapting to 
her ov.7 n circumstances with time 
as arbiter. 

The school \'ear was drawing 
to a close ari.d Duven devoted 
herself to her dau.ghter. They 
rarely had time to discuss othe'r 
things than examinations. Onlv 
twice did they inadvertently tread 
on dangerous ground. The first 
time was when Hoa told her moth· 
er she had received a letter from 
Thuan at the border._The young 
rr;ia_n spo~e about the tight against 
Chrnese rntruders and about his 
m~king friends with a major who 
said he knew his mother and 
whom Thuan liked very much. 
Another day Hoa referred to the 
friend who ·haci dropped out from 
schnol On both occasions Duven 
stci:red clear of the delicate s·ub
jeeh. not wishing to break the 
truce between !1er and her 
daughter. 

Hoa passed both the graduation 
and university entrance exams. She 
had no min? for anything else but 
the new life awaiting her, while 
Duyen, all her energy spent, was 
now laced with a vast void. 

One late autumn afternoon a 
mellow sun in the sky, Hoa was 
arranging her books for opening 
day when Duyen returned from 
the hospital. 

"We must celebrate, mother,'' 
'the girl announced "Two of my 
old friends are going to the uni
versity with me. Thev're Hien, 
the head of my old Class whom 
you knovv, and Thuy.'' 

"Thuy? Is she the girl who 
d rapped out ? " 

"The same. v\' e succeeded in 
persuading her to resume her 
st ndies." 

Duvcn gave a sigh. Her fore
head was damp \vith perspiration. 
She wanted to ask about Thuy's 
mother but dared not. 

Hoa turned on the electric fan, 
poured her mother a glass of 
water, and returned to her part of 
the room, hummi_ng softly. She 
got an "ao dai" trom her case 
and p11t it on. 

".\Iother," she called, emerging 
from behind the bamboo blind. 

"Good gracious," Uuyen ex
claimed. "You startled me" 

Duyen set the glass down on 
the table. Hoa giggled and sat 
beside her. 

fusl Published: 

"You know what Granny say 
yesterday? She asked if I would 
go and live with her ii you should 
marry again " 

Duyen had a sudden spell of 
dizziness. The room, the wardrobe 
and the bookcase were turning 
around. She clutched at tile tahle 
for support and, inste,1d of asking 
her daughter's opinion, she only 
managed to say: " What made 
Granny say so?" 

"I don't know.'' Hoa replied hold· 
ing her head in her band~. Then 
she ran her fingers through her 
hair and contir,ued in a choked voi
ce: "l don't know vd1at You'd think, 
either. But I told Grani1y I'd stay 
with you. ;'\{other, vou don't have 
to keep things from me. There 
was a letter from the major to 
you, enclosed i11 Tlrnan's last 
letter... You must forgive me, 
mother." 

Duven sat f'tock still. Tears 
were, streaming dovvn her face. 
She could weep openly now. Her 
daughter had come of age. 

Fe\J. 7. 1981 
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CHRONOLOGY 
(16 September - 15 October) 

September 

lj. ~\ spoktsman for the \'it!namesc Foreign 
}\fofr;\ry issues a si:i1cmcnt r;'.futinR US Secretary 
of St:1!c. Aln::ander Haig's alkgation. made Qn IJ 
ScpkmbLT in \Vest lkrlin. that Vietnam has 
used Soviet-supplied toxic chemicals in Laos and 
Karnpud1c1. 

-- The 1\finistry ot Higher and Vocational 
Ech1caticm organic;cs a coakrcncc to review scien
tifil' rcsc:an:h m-cr the past yt·ar-: and work out 
mc1sun·s to implement the rcsulutio11 of the Par
tv Pr:litical Bureau concerning the policy on 
sc·il'rn (' and technology. The eonfcrenc~ was held 
in 1 Linoi from r+ to 17 September. 

18. The rtith Conference on Archaeology opens 
in I fanoi. 

r9. The :\Iiiiistry of Ifealth opens the 12th 
N:1tion~1i Confcnnce on Pharmaceutics in Ho Chi 
Minh City. 120 scientific reports arc presented at 
the conlcren cc. 

2+ .. \ sdu11i(ic conltrt'ncc to celebrate the 20th 
anni\·crsan· oi" ~cicntific co-operation between 
Victn.lm and tlw ~O\ ict Unioli is held by the 
Vietn:im Institute of Sciences a11d the V ic'tnam 
Committee for Social Sciences. In the comiug 
fin'.-war plan, these two bodies together with 
the Soviet Acadern y of Sciences will carry out a 
pro,c;ramme of co-operation comprising 73 
research works 011 almost all importmt asp~cts 
of natural and social sciences. 

25. Opening of a children's \Hiting and paint
ing competition named "We love our native 
fields". It is organized by representatives of the 
UN Fuod and Sgriculturc Organization in Hanoi 
a11c1 ill<' Vietnam Committee for \Vorld Food Day 
the Ccutral Council in charge of the Ho Chi Minh 
Vaw~u::ird Pioneers Organization, the Vietnam 
Committee for Children and Teenagers, and the 
Thii'1r Sitln Tfrn Phong (Vanguard Pioneers) 
journal. The competition will close on 16 October 
198r. 

-- ,Sr mouographs (Jll economic developments 
and national defence \Vere reported at the 2nd 
conference on marine science held in Nha Trang 
(Phu Khanh province) by the Vietnam Institute 
of Sciences. 

2(,, A seminar o.n " the role of Southeast Asian 
trade unions in national development" was held 
in Hanoi by the Liaison Office in Asia of the 
World Federation of Trade Unions from 21 to 25 
September. 
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27. On the occasion of the International Year 
of the Disabled, the Vietnamese Ministr.y of 
Health organises the 2nd conference on mental 
illness in Hanoi. A .National Coordinating Com
mittee for the Protection of Mental Health has 
been set up. 1 

28. On 28 Sepkmber 1q81, with the consent of 
the Socialbt Republic of Vietnam and the People's 
Republic of Kampuchea, Phoune Sipaseuth, Dep
uty Prime Minister and Foreign Minister of the 
Lao People's Democratic Republic, presented to 
the 36th session of the UN General Assembly a 
document entitled "Principles governing the 
peaceful co-existence between the two groups of 
co11ntrics - Indochina and ASEAN - for peace, 
stability, friendship and co-operation in Southeast 
Asi:.i ". 

30. The Commission for Investigation or the 
Chinese Expansionists' and Hegemonists' \.Y ar 
Crimes issues a communique stating that during 
the past 3 months (July, August, and September) 
the Chinese side constantly increased its intru
sions and shcllings of Vietnamese territory 
and violatio.ns of V ielnamese airspace and ter
ritorial waters. and stepped up its psy-war and 
i:-spiqnage activities against Vietnam. 

October 

2. A scientifir; and technological conference on 
th<' Mekong River Delta held in Ho Chi Minh 
City has adopted a scientific and technological 
programme for the next five years (1981 - i985). 
The delta is an important rice-producing area. 

S· The Socialist Republic of Vietnam and the 
Republic of Chad decide to establish diplomatic 
relations at ambassadorial level. 

IO. The Vietnamese Foreign Ministry sends a 
note to its Chinese counterpart " strongly con
demning China's armed provocations and espion
age activities against Vietnam" in the early days 
of October" and resolutely demanding the Chin
ese authorities to end their provocations and 
spying activities. 

12 The Ho Chi Minh City - Sofia air link is 
officially opened. 

rf. The Council of Ministers gives instruction 
on strengthening cadres at district and grassroots 
levels. 

- Vietnam News Agency and SPK (Karnpu
chean News Agency) sign ~ five-year co-opera
tion agreement. 

i 5. A PLO delegation led by ·President Y asser 
Arafat pays an official and friendship visit to 
Vietnam. A joint-communique was issued on 
this occasion. 

VIETNAM COUUll:R 
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