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PUBLISHER'S NOTE

Seven years ago, on December 20, 1960,
came into being the South Viet Nam Na-
tional Front for Liberation, the organizer
and leader of the valiant struggle of the
South Vietnamese people who have been
victoriously facing over one million Amer-
ican, satellite and puppet troops thrown
into the U.S. war of aggression.

Upholding Viet Nam's revolutionary
traditions, the N.F.L.— the symbol of
independence, democracy and peace in
South Viet Nam — is the sole authentic
and legal representative of the Soulh
Vietnamese people.

That is what the authors of this booklet,
published on the occasion of the 7th
anniversary of the founding of the N.F.L.,
try to demonstrate.



We have thought it useful to annex to
this booklet the Political Programme
adopted by the Extraordinary Congress
of the N.F.
ment indispensable to those who take an

. in August 1967, a doou-

interest in the Vielnamese problem

FOREIGN LANGUAGES PUBLISHING HOUSE
HANOI — 1967




I. THE BASIS OF THE VIETNAMESE
PROBLEM

The Viet Nam war has been worrying the world
peoples. According to competent American circles,
this ** undeclared war ” waged 13,000 km far from the
United States has mobilized one-third of the ground
forces, over one half of the air force, one-third of the
navy, three-fourths of the transport potential of the
Air Force Transport Command* of the mightiest
capitalist country. It costs from 25 to 30 billion dollars
a year, twice the gold reserve of the U.S.A. The
monthly war expenditure even exceeds the appropri-
ons for the ‘* struggle against poverty ” in Johnson’s
“* Great society "’ programme (two billion dollars in the
current budget). Notwithstanding Washington’s propa-
ganda, this military adventure with no way out entails
more and more disastrous consequences for American
life. Prices have raised (from 6 to 7 per cent) as well
as taxes (from 6 to 12 per cent); the civil budget has
been reduced to the minimum while the public debt

* War means used in the Winter 1966 - Spring 1067 cam-
paign : 4,300 planes, 1,200 heavy guns, 3,300 tanks and
armoured cars and 230 warships.



has increased by 328 billion dollars, that is nearly
three times the 1966-1967 budget. Losses in human
lives have attained alarming proportions (113,000 for
the 1965 - 1966 and 1966 - 1967 dry seasons).

The American people continue wondering over the
significance of this war and trying to find an explana-
tion to its balance-sheet of sacrifices. A powerful
popular of protest is ping the world,
including the United States.

To justify the ion against the Vi

people. the Johnson administration has resorted to a
series of more or less misleading arguments : struggle
against North Viet Nam - directed subversion and
aggression in South Viet Nam, commitment towards
the “‘Viet Nam State” for the safeguard of its ‘* free-
dom” and ‘independence’”, ‘‘people’s right to
self-determination " * and so forth.

The Yankee ** brave knights” armed with napalm
and gas have thus crusaded to defend the ** indepen-
dence” and the ** freedom  of the South Vietnamese
population threatened by their kith-and-kin from the
North!

* Let us recall that according to the 1954 Geneva Agree-
ments which ended the French colonialists’ war of recon-
quest, the 17th parallel was chosen as a temporary military
demarcation line in order to facilitate the regrouping of
the two sides. It should not be considered as a political or
territorial boundary, pending national reunification. South
Viet Nam : 170,000 5q. km. and 14 million people. Viet Nam :
329,600 sq. km. and 31 million people.
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The White House has taken care to ignore a cardi-
nal truth : the valiant struggle, the titanic efforts and
the countless sacrifices of all strata of the South Viet-
namese people under the guidance of the National
Front for Liberation, for their basic national rights,
their right to live and their democratic freedoms,
against the U.S. neo-colonialist enterprise of conquest
and oppression. Instead of 1 izing the N.F.L. as
the sole interlocutor—the only adversary to face their
armed aggression —the American imperialists are

prolonging an expensive and deadly war. They have
made vain exertions to ‘‘ annihilate” the N.F.L and
the Liberation Armed Forces, to ** pacify "’ vast areas
under the control of the Front, and to impose the
Saigon regime upon the people. In extending the war
to North Viet Nam by criminal, deliberate and syste-
matic bombings, they have failed to intimidate the
Vietnamese people and, instead, fanned their hatred
for the barbarous aggressor. The basis of the whole
Vietnamese problem lies in the respect of the Viet-
namese people’s basic national rights —independence,
sovereignty, unity and territorial integrity —and in
non-interference in Viet Nam’s internal affairs.

The home truth that South Viet Nam is part and
parcel of the Vietnamese territory implies the recogni-
tion of the N.F.L. as the sole authentic representative
of the South Vietnamese people, the only real expo-
nent of South Viet Nam’s basic national aspirations.
Tt also requires an end to the U.S. war of aggression :
withdrawal of American and satellite troops, abolition
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of foreign military bases and cancellation of all trea-
ties and accords tying South Viet Nam to mili-
tary blocs. Moreover, this home truth demands that
South Viet Nam’s independence, democracy, peace,
neutrality, prosperity and advance towards peaceful
national reunification be respected. In brief, it calls
for the recognition of the South Vietnamese people’s
profound aspirations advocated by the N.F.L.



1I. THE ORIGIN AND TRUE NATURE
OF THE SAIGON REGIME

Where does the present Thieu-Ky regime
come from?

The Thieu-Ky “ government” was set up in
South Viet Nam by Washington after the ousting of
a series of puppets who had succeeded the Ngo Dinh
Diem nepotic clique (November 1963). Its appearance
on the stage in mid-1965 coincided with the massive
sending of G.I’s to South Viet Nam and with the
intensive bombing of the North.

The Thieu-Ky regime is the outcome of a string of
coups d’étal engineered by the U.S. embassy in Saigon
and which begins with the crisis of the Ngo Dinh Diem
nepotic dictatorship. Its prime raison d’étre must be
found in the condemnation of the Ngo Dinh Diem
regime by Washington, owing to the unability of the
two brothers Diem and Nhu to serve the U.S. neo-
colonialist policy in South Viet Nam. A second ele-
ment is noteworthy: the Thieu-Ky rule lasts longer
than its predecessors, from the military junta led by
Duong Van Minh (November 1963) to the Suu-Quat
““civil government” (February-June 1965) and concurs
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with the intensification and extension of the U.S. war
of aggression in South Viet Nam. That constitutes
another raison d’étre of the Thieu-Ky formula along
the line of the U.S. neo-colonialist policy and explains
why Washington retains it in spite of the popular
opposition in South Viet Nam. We shall expound these
two elements characteristic of the present Saigon
regime.

A Diem administration without the Ngo family
and the puppet cliques after Diem

The present Saigon regime prides itself on a trium-
phant “‘revolution” against * the oppression of the
Ngo clique . In truth, it came into existence in favour
of a military coup d’état as the first of the thirteen
administrations which were rigged up after the fall
of the Ngo family dictatorship, within the framework
of the self-same political system.

The day after this military coup d’état of November
1, 1963, the first military junta in power sought ways
and means to sidetrack popular wrath on the Ngos’
head and to divert it from the true culprit — U.S.
imperialism. The murder of Ngo Dinh Diem and Ngo
Dinh Nhu, the capital sentence passed on Ngo Dinh
Can, the dictator of Trung Bo (Central Viet Nam), and
the sequestration of goods and chattels accumulated
by the Ngo family were only ** sensational” episodes
of a scheme of diversion. On the political and juridical
plane, the new regime was wrapped in a cloak of
demagogy. Its first decision dated November 2, 1963,
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was to set up a so-called ‘‘revolutionary military
committee” headed by Duong Van Minh including
Thien and Ky ; all of them were none but former
subaltern officers in the service of French colonialism,
who had rallied to Ngo Dinh Diem at the outset.
“Ngo Dinh Diem was overthrown, the presidential
regime suppressed and the government presided by
Diem dissolved... because it betrayed the most sacred
interests of the entire people” (art. I, 1st decision).
Hoping to throw dust in the people’s eyes with the
adoption of popular slogans against the Ngo Dinh
Diem regime, the new administration had practically
condemned itself since the ‘‘government which
betrayed the most sacred interests of the entire
people’ had been served by the very men who were
to proclaim his deposition in November 1963. The
administration under the military junta was the
replica of Ngo Dinh Diem’s save for some members
anl tives of the Ngo family*. Thus, a military
dictatorship replaced the nepotic and feudal dic-
tatorship of Ngo Dinh Diem **.

* The first president was Nguyen Ngoc Tho, vice-presi-
dent under Diem.

#% The balance-sheet of crimes committed by the Ngo
Dinh Diem administration till the end of 1963 is as follows :
150,000 persons murdered, 200,000 wounded, nearly 1,000,000
disabled, 400,000 jailed, several millions of people herded
into camouflaged concentration camps named * agricultural
settloments”, “‘prosperity zones”, “'strategic hamlets”.

After nine years of the Diem regime, the situation did
not turn to the U.S. imperialists' advantage. Late in 1063,
89 per cent of the “strategic hamlets” were liberated, th
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Thirteen ‘‘ governments "’ followed one another in
Saigon within one year and a half, that is, nearly a
‘‘governmental” change per month on an average. This
instability tells of the quandary of the U.S.A. in its
attempt to find a form of puppet power suitable to
its new policy of intensification and extension of the
war.

¢ Anti-communism ”’, defence of the ‘free
world”’ and U.S. neo-colonialism

Like Diem, the puppets in power after him advo-
cated an anti-communist policy and undertook to stay
in the “free world” (cf. Proclamation of the first ' Revo-
lutionary military committee ). This line results in
an internal policy of opposition to any popular power
and an external policy of subservience to the United
States, leader of the “‘free world”. Tt is interesting to
note here the true nature of the ** free world ” and of
the *“ defence of the free world” policy as has been
recently analysed by Lelio Basso, an Italian political
figure and jurist, before the first session of the Bertrand
Russell International War Crimes Tribunal held in
Stockholm (May 1967). ‘“What is the free world for

power apparatus in the countryside wrecked as well as
its political and paramilitary organizations. Even the regular
army was threatencd with dismtegration. Back from the
end of 1960, the world witnessed the unpopularity of the
Diem 1egime, and foreign observers and journalists including
many Americans had foreseen its fiasco.
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the Americans ?... President Eisenhower had sent a
letter to French General De Castries who defended
colonialism at Dien Bien Phu, to extol him as a defend-
er of the ‘free world’. At the U.N. General Assembly,
this classical type of colonialism has been condemned
by all countries as going counter to the principles of
ethics and of international law. However, the U.S.
president called it ‘free world’. What is then this
freedom, if not the liberty to do business, to freely
exploit other peoples, for the biggest profit of what
is called ‘free enterprise’, the liberty for American
imperialists to impose their laws and social relations,
and to oppose any other way of conceiving life and
human relations.”

In 1957, in the course of an official visit to the
United States, Ngo Dinh Diem was welcomed by
Eisenhower as ‘“‘the greatest anti-communist leader
and defender of the free world in Asia”.

These signboards of ‘‘anti-communism” and ‘‘de-
fence of the free world”’ are intended to cover up the
colonialist aims of the United States which claims to
world domination. Here is how the American execu-
tive chief interpreted the ‘‘defence of the free world”
when the United States intervened in the Indochina
war beside the French colonialists. He said that <If
Indochina goes, several things happen right away...
The tin and tungsten that we so greatly value from
that area would cease to come. So, when the United
States votes 400 million dollars to help that war, we
are not voting a give-away programme. We are voting

2—The N.F.L. 17



for the cheapest way that we can to prevent the
occurrence of something that would be of a most
terrible significance to the U.S.A., our security, our
power and ability to get certain things we need from
the Indochinese territory and from Southeast Asia.”
(Statement by president D.Eisenhower at the Gover-
nors’ Conference held on August 4,1953, at Seattle).
The former U.S. State Secretary, J.F. Dulles, started
from the same viewpoint to recommend the policy of
direct intervention in South Viet Nam after the 1954
Geneva Agreements and to put Diem in power. He
said that ““Indochina is rich in many raw materials —
tin, oil, rubber, iron, ore... The area has great strate-
gic value. Tt has major naval andair bases.” (State-
ment on March 29,1964). H.C Lodge, American roving
ambassador, adviser to President L.B. Johnson for
the Viet Nam problem, twice U.S. ambassador to
South Viet Nam, was no less explicit. He said that
““ Geographically, Viet Nam stands at the hub of a
vast area of the world—Southeast Asia—an area with
a population of 249 million persons. He who holds or
has influence in Viet Nam can affect the future of
the Philippines and Formose to the East, Thailand
and Burma with their huge rice surpluses to the West,
Malaysia and Indonesia with their rubber, ore and tin
to the South... From it (Viet Nam) large store-houses
of wealth and population can be influenced and under-
mined”. (Statement before the Middlesex Club of Cam-
bridge and reported in the Boston Sunday Globe on
February 28,1965).
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A puppet State and a reactionary government
held in contempt by an entire people

To realize its colonial aims and its dream for world
domination U. S. neo-colonialism uses other means
than old-type colonialism hardly operative as from
the end of the Second World War. Since then, a vast
socialist camp struggling for the thorough emancipa-
tion of man has come into being, and a powerful
national-liberation movement has been sweeping Asia,
Africa and Latin America.

Under the label of ‘ anti-communism”, ‘‘anti-
colonialism” and the ‘‘people’s right to self-determi-
nation”, U.S. aid with the economic, political and
military strings attached has become ‘‘the Trojan
horse’” of modern times which allows the United States
to bring its pressure to bear on the recipient countries.
As regards Viet Nam, American aid to the French led
to the founding of a so-called French Union ‘‘ Asso-
ciate State’’ headed by Bao Dai having, however,
the right to accept ““ U.S. economic aid’’ on the basis
of the 1948 American economic law (cf. the Septem-
ber 1951 Economic Agreement between the U.S. A.
and the Viet Nam State).

After the signing of the 1954 Geneva Agreements,
it was still this ‘‘economic aid"” which provided the
“‘financial means ™’ for the establishment of the Diem
regime and the formation of puppet battalions inte-
grated into the French Union forces commanded by
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French field officers *. Thanks to a direct military
“aid” granted at the annual average rate of 250
million dollars (between 1955 and 1960) associated
with all kinds of fraudulent manceuvres ** and
means of corruption, Washington set up a puppet
government composed of reactionaries strongly hated
by the Vietnamese people, of former lackeys of French
imperialism and Japanese fascism. Thus, Ngo Dinh
Diem, leader of a feudal clan, former mandarin to
the Hue Court who had served both the French and
the Japanese, was picked up. An army of mercena-
ries was also raised, openly trained by American
military ““advisers ”, illegally introduced into South
Viet Nam in violation of the explicit stipulations of
the 1954 Geneva Agreements. Barbarous repressions
were launched against the patriots, former resisters,
and all those who demanded free elections provided
for in the said accords for the peaceful reunification
of the country. These U. S. neo-colonialists” activi-
ties were carried out against the people’s will and
the essential clauses of the ‘‘accords” through the
channel of a puppet government supported by the
U.S. embassy and American ‘‘advisers " directing all
walks of life in South Viet Nam : political, military,

" Initial plan revealed by Robertson, then Assistant State
Secretary in charge of the Far East. Effective of the
puppet army : regular army : 150,000, militia: 60,000,
police : 45,000, regional defence : 100,000, reserve: I15,000.

& Western press threw a strong light on elections in
South Viet Nam: in the Saigon-Cholon sector, the regis.
tered electors did not exceed 400,000, but the polls gave
Diem 600,000 votes.



‘economic, social and cultural. They transformed South
Viet Nam into an American neo-colony and military
base *. This flagrant violation of the national inde-
pendence and sovereignty, thisoutrage to democratic
freedoms, to the people’s life and property has led to
the uprising the South Vietnamese people against the
puppets and their masters, the U.S. imperialists. It
was this popular uprising which had shaken all the

* Hereunder follow some evidences from American sour-
ces :
“ President Eisenhower, aware of Ho Chi Minh’s popu-
larity, was looking for an anti-communist who might stay
the tide of the movement. D. Eisenhower and J. F. Dulles
thought that the tactics used against the communist Huk
guerillas might work in Viet Nam, and requested a brief-
ing by E.Lansdale, an Air Force colonel, who had been
a key figure in the C.I.A.-directed operation in support
of Magsaysay.

Lansdale was called back from the Philippines to appear
before a special panel of intelligence and foreign officials,
including J. F. Dulles. He emerged from the meeting with
a mandate to find a popular leader in Viet Nam and throw
the support of the Invisible Government behind him.

Lansdale arrived in Saigon just after the fall of Dien
Bien Phu. He canvassed the various factions in the cities
and in the countryside, and concluded that Diem alone had
enough backing to salvage the situation. He met with
Diem, working out elaborate plans for bolstering the regime. "’
(David wise and Thomas B. Rose, The Invisible Government,
London, Jonathan Cape Thirty, 1965, page 156.

“If we are not parents of little Viet Nam, then surely
we are the god parents. we presided at its birth, we have
given assistance to its life, we have helped to shape its
future. ** (Senator J. F. Kennedy, speech ata convention
of the American Friends of Viet Nam, June 1, 1056).
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foundations of the hastily and fraudulently set up
puppet State. It also had got the better of the mer-
cenary army and successively checked the ‘‘ unilateral
war ”" led by the Saigon troops under the guidance of
American ‘‘ advisers "’ (1955—1960), then the ‘“special
war ' (19p0—1964) and the “limited war” invented
by the American imperialists to impose a neo-colonial-
ist regime and a hated quisling administration on the
people. It was this popular movement which accounts
for the instability of the Saigon regime.

The U.S. policy of relying on puppets and the
character of the present Saigon government

After the fiasco of the Ngo Dinh Diem regime, the
U.S. policy of using quislings has undergone a
veritable crisis. On the Saigon political stage, the
changes of puppets and the chassés- croisés between
the cliques subservient to the United States have
become frequent occurrences under the more or less
drastic action of a small group of military chiefs
controlled by the American embassy.

The relative stability of the Thieu-Ky team in
power since June 1965 is no proof of its strength and
authority. It rather reveals the incapability of the
‘White House to find agents less hated by the people
and equally ready to help it in its war of aggression.
Likewise, the comedy of the September 3,1967 presi-
dential elections in a quite limited zone — one-fifth of
the territory with one-fourth of the population of
South Viet Nam — does not prove the legitimacy of a
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military dictatorship set up for the extension of the
war. ‘‘ Before the polls took place, there had been
doubt as to the regularity and honesty of the vote,”
remarked the French paper Combat (September 5,1967).
The fraud was transparent. The official census places
the number of electors at 5,850,000, which supposes
that Saigon controls 12 million people at least. This is
all the more absurd as every one knows that three-
fourths of the 14 million inhabitants are controlled
by the N.F.L. Even admitting against all possibility
that 83.3 per cent of the electors went to the polls
(official figure) as the Expressen (September 4,1967) put
it, *“it is a frightful rather than an encouraging figure,”
for, the Swedish paper added, ‘* it is public knowledge
that the electors are not enthusiastic and have no
confidence in democracy. On the other hand, many
of them voted for money, under duress, coercion,
or deceit.”

This U.S. policy of reposing on puppets is fraught
with contradictions. It stems from the necessity of
imposing a neo-colonialist regime by force. Hence, most
reactionary, warlike and sanguinary lackeys have been
enrolled. The typical representative of the Ngo family
—Ngo Dinh Diem —was chosen during the first
period of the neo-colonialist policy under its tradi-
tional form that is an anti-national, anti-democratic
and anti-communist puppet dictatorship, based on the
assistance of American ‘‘advisers " and on military and
economic ‘‘aid.” By starting ‘* special warfare " in 1961
to check a broad popular movement which had sprung
from the devilish crimes committed by the Ngo nepotic
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regime the United States had implicitly admitted the
bankruptcy of this puppet government. As the Ngo
family could not efficiently serve the U.S. *‘special
war” and even thwarted it, the need arose of less
ambitious and more obedient valets. The November
1963 coup d'état solved this contradiction by purely
and simply liquidating the Ngo family while maintain-
ing the whole of its former staff.

However, new difficulties cropped up : the ** special
war” soon backfired and was doomed to fail. From
““special war” the US.A. gradually shifted to
‘“‘limited war”” with a massive landing of G.L's
in South Viet Nam. To achieve this purpose, the U.S.A.
badly needed most bellicose and blood-thirsty young
militarymen but easy to handle and ready to serve
the policy of extension of its aggressive war. Therefore,
after having tested many puppet military and civil
dictatorships * the Americans picked up the ‘ young

* Minh-Tho (November 1063—January 30,1964) : mmmy
dictatorship combined with non-party civilian pow

Khanh-Hoan (January 30,1064 — August 16, |964| mmmy
and civilian the most y
parties ;

Khanh-Minb-Khiem (August 25,1964 — September 8,1964) :
military triumvirat ;

Nguyen-Khanh (September ~ 8,1064 — October 27,1964) :
personal military dictatorship ;

Suu-Huong (October 27,1964 — January 27,1965) : civilian
power with an administrative character ;

Suu-Quat (February 20,1965— June 11,1065): civilian
power representing an alliance of parties ;

Thieu-Ky (since June 1965): military dictatorship.

Here we do not mention the aborted pustches, nor the
more or less known purges.
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Turks”. Finally, the Thieu-Ky team came on the
stage, cynically hailing the *limited war” in South
Viet Nam and the air war of destruction against
North Viet Nam.

One can conclude that the present Saigon regime is
only a by-product of the grave crisis inherent in the
system of puppet powers created by the American
neo-colonialists. It is imposed on the South Vietnamese
people against their own will by means of dollars,
by all forms of deception and corruption, coercion
and intimidation. It is politically unpopular and
juridically illegal. Its recognition by the United States
and its satellites is a further proof of foreign inter-
ference in Viet Nam'’s affairs and can neither legalize,
validate nor maintain a reactionary regime held in
contempt by the people. Notwithstanding all the
schemes and means used by American neo-colonialism,
this condemned regime is doomed to collapse before
the irresistible development of popular forces.
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III. THE NATIONAL FRONT FOR
LIBERATION OF THE SOUTH
VIETNAMESE PEOPLE

A long- ding diti, of i-imperiali

struggle for national independence

In 1868, at the beginning of the conquest of Viet
Nam by the French colonialists, a peasant patriot
from South Viet Nam, Nguyen Trung Truc, shouted
in front of the enemy’s firing squad, ‘* So long as there
is grass on this land, there will be men to resist the
invaders. ”” This soul-stirring prediction has been con-
firmed by history.

Continuing a millenary tradition of struggle against
aggression, the South Vietnamese have kept up resist-
ing foreign domination. To speak only of the period
following the November 1940 uprising, for nearly
thirty years they have been unremittingly fighting
against the invaders: French colonialists, Japanese
fascists and American imperialists now. As is known,
the nation-wide resistance against the war of colonial
reconquest by the French began in September 1945 in
South Viet Nam. It was before long extended to the
whole country and ended with the resounding Dien
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Bien Phu victory and the signing of the 1954 Geneva
Agreements which recognized the Vietnamese people’s
national rights : independence, sovereignty, unity and
territorial integrity. But violating these accords, the
United States undertook to transform South Viet Nam
into a colony and military base of its own. And when
Ngo Dinh Diem drowned it in blood (1955-1960) the
resistance flared up again.

It was in these historical conditions that the Nation-
al Front for Liberation was founded on December
20, 1960 with a view to rallying and uniting the
various patriotic forces which had until then strug-
gled separately, and thereby giving to the fight against
U.S. imperialism a new strength and scope. Striking
deep roots into the people, the N.F.L. has been lead-
ing their struggle for seven years now.

The persistent and invincible anti-imperialist
struggle of the Vietnamese people, and more parti-
cularly of the South Vietnamese people, has proved
to be a historical necessity. The South Vietnamese
problem would not be settled without the N.F.L. Like-
wise, all pretension of the Americans or other im-
perialists to overrun and annihilate it by force of
arms is doomed to a complete failure, something that
has been demonstrated by the fiasco of the U.S. war
effort during these last thirteen years in South Viet
Nam, from the ‘‘unilateral war” (1954-1960) to the
““special war”’ (1961 -1964) and the present ‘‘limited
war ",

The invincible strength of the N.F.L. lies in the
'soundness of its political programme, in the national
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and international rallying of forces against neo-colo-
nialism to defend the South Vietnamese people’s legiti-
mate national rights, as well as in its immense and
effectual mobilization of the people’s forces, adminis-
trative organization and activities in the sphere of
international relations. An analysis of these different
points will explain the historical role of the N.F.L. in
the South Vietnamese population’s just struggle against
the U.S. imperialists for their liberation and the real-
ization of their basic aspirations: independence,
democracy, peace, neutrality, prosperity and advance
towards the reunification of the Fatherland.

A p of mati a ic and

popular struggle

The National Front for Liberation put forward a
political programme in a manifesto passed by its
Congress in 1960 when the latter was founded: the
historical mission of the Front was to free the South
Vietnamese people from the yoke weighing on them.

This ten-point programme has clearly shown the
N.F.L. ’s political line with regard to the vital prob-
lems facing South Viet Nam as follows :

1. Basic task: to overthrow the disguised colonial
regime of the American mperialists and the dictator-
ial, fascist power of their lackeys, to set up on a
national-uni basis, a ic power compri-
sing the representatives of all strata of the people, all
nationalities, all political parties, all religious com-
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munities, and at the same time to realize a broad
and progressive democracy on the basis of universal
suffrage and respect of democratic rights and free-
doms.

2. On the economic plane: to build up a national
and independent economy, improve the people’s living
conditions, abolish the Americans’ and their lackeys’
monopolies, develop national industry, reduce land
rents, and grant land to the tillers.

3. On the cultural plane: to develop a national
and democratic culture and education.

4. On the external plane: to promote a foreign
policy of peace and neutrality, abolish the unequal
treaties signed between the Americans and their lac-
keys, respect the principles of peaceful coexistence of
the Bandung Conference, carry out a policy of close
solidarity with peace-loving countries, chiefly Cambo-
dia, Laos and Southeast Asian countries, struggle
against imperialism and all aggressive wars, and
defend world peace.

5. Between the two zones of Viet Nam: to
restore normal relations between North and South,
and proceed towards mational reunification.

This political line of the N.F.L. characterizes the
national-democratic revolution in South Viet Nam
temporarily separated from the North, and paves the
way for the reunification of the country. An essential-
ly patriotic movement, the N.F.L. sets itself the pri-
mordial task of liberating South Viet Nam from the
disguised yoke imposed on it by the U.S. imperialists.
This task could not be accomplished without the
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overthrow of the Saigon puppet dictatorial regime and
without the establishment of a democratic one.

The N.F.L. advocates struggle against American
neo-colonialism until final victory.

The repeated victories of the South Vietnamese
people since the implementation of the ten-point pro-
gramme has proved the soundness of the Front’s
standpoint.

In August 1967, the N.F.L. Central Committee
adopted at an extraordinary congress a Political
Programme which develops that of 1960 and reflects
the great successes scored in the struggle for national
liberation.

Owing to the evolution of the situation, of the war
of aggression waged on a large scale by the American
expeditionary force and satellite troops in South Viet
Nam, of the U.S. war of destruction against the
Democratic Republic of Viet Nam, the broad masses
of the South Vietnamese population nurture a deep
hatred for the aggressors and the native traitors. The
contradictions between the Vietnamese people and
the American imperialists is becoming more bitter
with every passing day. More and more people join the
Front to fight on its side, or support it, or ally with
it for common action against U.S. aggression. A most
urgent requirement is being felt to broaden the nation-
al united front.

The 1967 Political Programme of the N.F.L. tackles
the four following major issues :

1. To unite the entire people for the fight against
American aggression ;
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2. To build an independent, democratic, peaceful,
neutral and prosperous South Viet Nam ;

3. To restore normal relations between North and
South Viet Nam and to proceed towards the peaceful
reunification of the Fatherland;

4. To apply a foreign policy of peace and neu-
trality.

Regarding the unity of the entire people to
fight U.S. aggression, the Programme points out
that, ‘“ The most dangerous enemies of our people at
present are the American aggressors and their
lackeys — the traitorous puppet administration. The
present tasks and objectives of the South Viet-
namese people in their struggle for national salva-
tion are: to unite the entire people, resolutely defeat
the U.S. imperialists’ war of aggression, overthrow
their lackeys, the puppet administration, establish a
broad national-union administration, build an indepen-
dent, democratic, peaceful, neutral and prosperous
South Viet Nam, and advance towards the peaceful
reunification of the Fatherland.

The force that guarantees the fulfilment of the
above task of fighting against U.S. aggression to save
our country is our broad national union. The South
Viet Nam National Front for Liberation constantly
stands for uniting all social strata and classes, all
nationalities, all political parties, all organizations,
all religious communities, all patriotic personalities,
all patriotic and progressive individuals and forces,
irrespective of political tendency, in order to struggle
together against the U.S. imperialists and their
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lackeys, wrest back our sacred national rights, and
build up the country.

The South Viet Nam National Front for Liberation
is ready to welcome into its ranks all patriotic forces
and individuals who oppose the U.S. aggressors to
shoulder together the common dutics. It proposes
that any force which, for one reason or another, does
not join its ranks, take joint actions with it against
the common enemy — the U.S. aggressors and their
lackeys.”

As for the building of an independent, demo-
cratic, peaceful, neutral and prosperous South
Viet Nam, the programme lays down the following
concrete policies:

“1. To set up a progressive regime of broad
democracy ;

2. To build an independent and sovereign economy,
to improve the people’s living conditions ;

3. To implement the land policy, to carry out the
slogan: land to the tillers ;

4. To build a national and democratic culture and
education, to develop science and technology, to
promote public health ;

5. To safeguard the interests of factory and office
workers and other labouring people and see to their
livelihood ;

6. To build powerful South Viet Nam Liberation
Armed Forces with a view to liberating the people
and defending the Fatherland ;
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7. To show gratitude to war martyrs, to care for
disabled armymen, to reward armymen and civilians
who have distinguished themselves in the fight against
U.S. aggression for national salvation ;

8. To organize social relief ;

9. To carry out equality between man and woman ;
to protect mothers and children ;

10. To strengthen unity and practise equality and
mutual assistance among nationalities;

11. To respect freedom of creed, to achieve unity and
equality among the different religious communities ;

12. To welcome puppet officers and soldiers and
puppet officials back to the just cause; to show
leniency and give humane treatment to rallied army-
men and prisoners of war ;

13. To protect the rights and interests of overseas
Vietnamese ;

14. To protect the legitimate rights and interests of
foreign residents in South Viet Nam.”

As regards the restoration of normal relations
between North and Sonth Viet Nam, and the advance
tewards peaceful reunification of the Fatherland,
the Programme lays down the following policies

‘“1. The reunification of Viet Nam will be realized
step by step and through peaceful means on the
principle of negotiation between the twozones, without
either side using pressure against the other and without
foreign interference;

2. Pending the reunification of the country, the
people in both zones will make joint efforts to oppose
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foreign invasion and defend the Fatherland and at the
same time endeavour to expand economic and cultural
exchanges. The people in both zones are free to
exchange letters, to go from one zone to another and
to choose their place of residence.”

The foreign policy of the N.F.L. defined by the
Political Programme firmly defends the independence,
sovereignty, territorial integrity of South Viet Nam.
It advocates the establishment of diplomatic relations
with all countries regardless of their social and politi-
cal system, on the basis of mutual respect for each
othes national rights, of non-interference in each
other’s internal affairs, of equality, mutual interests
and peaceful coexistence, non-adhesion to mil 'L\ry

blocs, acceptance of ical and

from all countries without political conditions attach-
ed, strengthening of relations of good neighbourhood
with Cambodia and Laos, active support to the nation-
al-liberation movement of the peoples of Asia, Africa
and Latin America, and active contribution to the
common struggle of world peoples for national inde-
pendence, democracy, peace and social progress.

This brief analysis of the N.F.L.s Political Pro-
gramme brings out the will of the South Vietnamese
people to fight and defeat the U.S. aggressors, the
strength of their union and their will to reunify their
Fatherland. The Political Programme shows how
creatively the Front has integrated the revolutionary
experiences of the South Vietnamese people with those
of their compatriots all over the country and combined
firm principles with flexible tactics.



In his letter of September 6,1967 to Dr. Nguyen Huu
Tho, Chairman of the Presidium of the N.F.I. Cen-
tral Committee, President Ho Chi Minh, the respected
leader of the Vietnamese people, wrote : “It is a
programme of broad-national union, a programme
expressing the determination completely to defeat the
U.S. aggressors and the clique of lackeys traitorous
to the Fatherland.”

It is our confidence that these apt solutions to a
series of problems raised by the fight against U.S.
neo-colonialism in South Viet Nam have a general
significance and could help the struggle of all peoples,
particularly those of Asia, Africa and Latin America
still in the grip of U.S. neo-colonialism.

The National Front for Liberation is not a unique
party. As pointed out before, it originates from the
fight put up by different strata of the South Viet-
namese population against American neo-colonialism
and its native valets. For this basic reason, right from
its founding, it comprises a varicty of social organiza-
tions which have spontaneously taken part in the
common struggle against the U.S. imperialists in all
the military, economic, social and cultural fields.

Thus, from the start, the N.F.L. has rallied more
than twenty major mass organizations including ten of
the workers and peasants, others belonging to the
youth, women, students, pupils, writers, artists, jour-
nalists, industrialists, traders, former resisters and
even patriotic military men who leit the puppet army.

There are also mass organizations with a religious
character (Catholic, Buddhist, Hoa Hao) and three
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large political parties : the Radical Socialist Party
(of the intellectuals), the Democratic Party (of the
national bourgeoisic) and the Viet Nam People’s
Revolutionary Party (Marxist-Leninist). The People’s
Revolutionary Youth Union and the People’s Self-
Defence Armed Forces constituting the Liberation
Armed Forces have been members of the N.F.L. from
the outset. The Front has also admitted into its ranks
other militant organizations such as the South Viet
Nam Committee for the Defence of World Peace, the
South Viet Nam Democratic Jurists’ Association, the
Committee of Highlands Autonomous Nationalities.
As early as 1961, the Front had already seven million
members and sympathizers. Now, if one takes into
account those in the towns and other areas occupied
by the enemy, who accept its leadership, it has the
support of three-fourths of the population.

Facing this irrefutable reality, the U.S.-Saigon
propaganda tries to minimize the political signifi-
cance of the N.F.L. by accusing it of being a disguised
communist creation. There is no use lingering over
this classical propaganda which brands all that resists
U.S. schemes as communist. It evidently seeks to
whitewash the American aggression against the Viet-
namese people.

The masses” support to the N.F.L., the just cause
of the South Vietnamese people and the correct con-
duct of their struggle account for their invincibility
in the teeth of the U.S. brutal and barbarous aggres-
sion. All these factors derive from the three basic
aspects of the N.F.L.’s Programme — national, demo-
cratic and popular.
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