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PBR 105, und• r Iha comm1nd ol Boatswaln't Mt te 1st Class James 
W!lllams, tires on Vlei Cong Junks, sampans, and shore poslilons dur· 
ing a patrol on 31 Oclober 1966. As a result of lhls action WllU1ms 
wes awerded 1he Congresslonal Mad<1I ol Honor. 

Author's Note 
In the !all o l 1971 I re<:elvad orders assigning me to a naval advisory 
team In lhe Republic ol Vietnam. During this period I came 1010 per· 
sonal contact w ith many ot t he ITl9fl ol the Brown Water Navy who 
par!lc!paled In l he act ions which are rela ted In the fol lowing pages. 
In par1lcular I met men trom HAL·J, VAL·4, and SEAL detachments, as 
well as A.marlcan trained Vietnamese naval olllcers and enlisted men. 
I was able to vlsll a number ol bases and photograph various river 
crall and aircraft, some ol which appear in lhla book. While this 
background helped Immensely In the research and writing of this text 
II also made II somewhat dllHcult to remain objective. Throughout 
this book there can be ascertained a certain pride In the ac· 
comptlshmen1s which the brave men of the Brown Waler Navy 
achieved. Their s1ory ts one which demonsl rates that the American 
sailor In Vlelnam exhibited the same raw courage which countlesa 
sallors belore I hem exhlblled In al l the wars In which the US Navy has 
been called upon to serve. The Vietnam War la sllll considered by 
many lo be a Slain on American history, and the meo who served In 
Vietnam have yet to receive the credi t they so rlghUully deserve. 
Perhaps In a small way l hls bOOk wlll help to set a parl ol lhe record 
s traight. 
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Introduction 

The Brown Water War 
The wu in \lic1nam ,.·aJoflcn a s1ud)' in i:onira~ts. No bcun illuswuioo of 

this can be found than in 1hc role play<d b)· 1hc Uni!C'd Sra tC$ Na")'. ln the 
Tonkin G ulf na•·al av!:uors. 1lyin1 supersonic jel$ off the dcch of huge super 
(':l.rritrs. parcicip;11cd Ln 111.c 11crial '3.mp;ii1n against Norih Vietnam, while 
crui«"n and lh<r 8111tnhip Ntw Jcncy bombarded cncm)' coas1al arcu. Pur· 
1~rsou1h. a •'Ml array of small era fl , f<';Vol o f which '"'trc <>«an goina, carried 
out a varic1y o r tiuks along the co:lil and up the: various rh·cr$ and canal~ 
whk:h di»ectcd this war tom land. And while much has blxn wriucn abou1 
the aerial and bomb;i.rdimnl campai1n. link has bttn written 1bou1 the$( 
~mall CT111f1 in1he " ";if . Yet in terms of men. ships. action. and heroism 1his lil
rk kno,.·n Hl)CCI of the: Na,-y's war in Vkmam ddnvn «iual 1rutmcnt with 
1hcmorcs,bimorOl4 bi1-ship optrations that C'aU&ht the publk'sanemion 
lhrou&h newspapcT reports and television. The sailors .,.·ho manned the'K" 
:<.mall fragik boats and often fouJht pitched batiks .,..ith •he Vici Corri (VC) 
and North Vidnamnc Army (NVAJ a! small arms rantt' and o n occasion 
c,·en had to rcpt! boardf't"s! The kind of warfare that .,..;u "'""al.ed on the Inland 
and ooaua l ... :acers o f \ 'ielnam ... a.( las1 pr;u;ticed b)· the United Smf:S Na,·y 
durin& the Civil War. almos1 e;i;aetly onc·hundred ~·ears (;).rlicr. As a rnuh 
muchofthctactic:s"'·ereba.Kdonth<'c:irHcrcxptriencnor 1heFrrnchUnion 
For,:cs, or were de\"eklpcd lhrou&h tri:i.I and error. ~fotakcs .,.·ere 01ade. as 
'''iU 10 be upa:1ed.. but in the end the rcwurc.:ful indi•·idual sailor~ of thnc 
\';tried force! ICJrned their lfuons .,.·ell nnd ""ere for1ed into formid.lbk 
f11h1ing for«:i .,..hlch deprived !he me-my the- use of these w;ucrways. 

Jn RIVERIN£, ! ha,·c 1ried to p1cscnt a broad outline of1hco~1ions by 
the Brown Wa1tr No••y, as these forces came to be knO\ll·n. from thcir i~-
1io11 to the withdrawal of US Fori:n from Vietnam. The .KOpt of this book 
cover$ rhe three maJOf comp()fl((ll$ of 1hc N:wy·~ rNcrlnt force and their sub· 
$kliary uniu. Each had its own distinct function but also worked in conjunc
tion with the: other two comporn:nl~ when the situation d ic1ated. Task fo1c:c 
115 (Market T ime), had the rtSponsibilhy for coascal patrol, survdllant"l". 
and interception of cnem1' aun runners on the high seas. Using cquipmcm 
th1u ranted from Patrol aircraf1 1uch as the Neptune and Orion to ~mall 
Swifc Bo.its , "·hich e>"cn included US Coa.!! Guard cuuers. Market n mc ~r-
1icd out the llSllall)' monotonolls dllty of in1crdietin& communist supplie3: 
aloni the: coas1 of Vicmam. Task ForC'C I 16 cGamc Warden) . ca.rried the war 
as far up the ri'·crs and canals o ( Vietnam a.s thfir shallo"· drnf1 hoau. uoould 
10. Usina •Olrious modified landing era.fl , .umored po.,.·er boots, hcliroptcN 
and rvcn fl.J{ed wing Broncos. they eventually swcpl the Vin Col!g from the 
11.\ckong Delta. The final component o f 1hc Brown Water Na'·)'. Tiuk Force 
117 (Mobile Ri,·erint Fore.:). was equipped ,.·ith 1unboa1s. Armored Troop 
Carriers. rcfuckn. and 11 lh l&ade of the: 9th lnfantrr to provide a self con
taincd strikc force 1h.a1 COYld opcrate th1ough thcroodlns Mckoni lklla in 
ordn to tnpgc enemy forces. Col!ccti'"dY these rh·ennc uniu made up the 
8FOM''1 Waltr Na~y. 

Today. thcrr arc man)' Jallors who proudly .,,·car the Vktnam Scr"i~ 
Medal on their chest. O f these IJl(n, onl)'a ~mall portion ~'·ed in lhe rh·crine 
fored. And In a :1ensc 1hcK men arc a group unto themscl'"es.. Thrir war .,,·as 
far different from rhat "'~ged by the ~hips oft~7th floe1in1hc South China 
Sea. Their uniforms .,.·ere not ,.·hitc-s nor nen blue denims. bu• jungle 
fatigues. T heir "·caPQns .,.·ere not F-4 Phantoms, 16 inch 1uns. or miuib. 
but M· l6 riO~. M-79 vmadc launehtn. machine gun$, and on occasion -
kllfrC$. And ra1hcr than the 1r.1ditional navy .,.·hitc hat, they '""Ore adistincli,·t 
headgear. which onl)· 1hcuc who ~crved in-countr)· .,,·ere pcrmiued to wear. 
This is thcir SIOf)'. 1hc slory of the uiilors who proudly wore the Black Bcrc!. 
thcmcnofthcrfr,,ifft/~. 



FRENCH INDOCHINA WAR 
French River Forces 

In Scptcm~ of 19·0 . .,.ith lhe surrender of Japan, the \•arious European 
countrin mo1ed to rccsiablish con1rol 01er their coloniC'S in the Far East. 
France, in parlicular, because of limited forces, a poor road netl'ork, dif
fkuh terrain and fierce native opposi1ion under the leadership of Ho Chi 
Min. faced a monumental job in reoccupying Indochina•. Because France 
lacked both craincd 1roops, and the ability to mo~c them into tht' area qukk
ly, the British and ChinC'Se wcre assigned the 1ask of accep1ing 1he surrcnder 
of Japanese troops and of go1erning the area until the arri1al of French 
forces. Each mo1ed into Indochina 10 accept the Japan~ surrender. the 
Chinese marching south to 1he 16th parallel while the British landed in Saigon 
and mo"ed north to !h<' 16th parallel line. 

Following the defeal of G<'rmany in th<' spring of 1945, even before the 
Japanese surrender, 1hc French had bcgunscndingthenud<'usofthcirr<'OC· 
cupa1ion forcn out from Europc. Included in th<'$C forcn WCT<' ccr1ain na\al 
uni1s which W<'r<' dnignated the Naval Brigade Far E11st. Like lh<' majority of 
the oth<'f Fr<'nch forc<'S, th<' sudden Japanese surr<'ndcr cam<' befor<' the 
Brigade'sshipsandmcnhadarrived,itv.asnotuntil 190ctuberthatthcfirs1 
clements of the Naval Brigade arriv<'d al Saigon. 

Upon its arrival. the Brigad<' was quickly prnsed into scrvice to help clean 
out p<>ckets of Viet Mmll rnistancc in Saigon followina an uprising at the 
bc1inning of October. Af1cr the sucrnsful completion of this mopping up 
French forcn spread out from Saigon to reoccupy the surrounding coun· 
IT)'Side. Th<' Na•·al Brigade was assigned the job of helping r<'take the provin· 
cial capitals of My Tho, Vinh Long. and Can Tho. In light of future opera· 
lions these early missions came off without serious problems or heavy 
casuahin. Using a variety of captured junks, launches and miscellaneous 
boats, along with their own landing craft. the brigade supported an o•erland 
thru~t b)· mtthanized Army units against Jl.ly Tho in late October. Howe•er, 
sabotaged roads and nooded rice paddin sc\·erely hampered the land dri\·e, 
so the na•al forces. arri .. ing at My Tho ahead of the mtthanized column, 
reoccupiedthecitybcforethcArmyarrived. 

While this operation was taking place another contingent of the Naval 
Brigade, onboard the sloop Annami1e. helped an Army column seii:e Vinh 
Lona on 29 OclobCT. Fortunately these Army troops did not e)(pcrience 1he 
qme road conditions as the onn at My Tho had. and meeting only minimal 
rnistan~ the operation went off without a hitch. The ne'-I day a small con· 
tmgent from the Na\al Brigade took Can Tho against spirited communist 
resistance. Once the city was taken 1hesailors began carrying out as<'riesof 
raids, patrols. and ambushes tocreat<'1he impression 1hat they had sii:eable 
forces at their disposal. Therusc .... orkeduntilasci:ondpartofthcbrigadcar· 
ri\ed in mid-No"cmbCT to reinfor~ lh<'m. With these additional forcn, 
OpcTltions v.cre c~panded around the town until most of the area was 
sttured. 

These initia l successes of the Naval Brigade great ly impressed the com· 
mander ofthl' French force5, General Lttlerc. In November. he ordered Cap
tain Francois Jaubert of the Na•·al Brigade to create a permanent river Ootilla 
of small craft "'ilh its own landing force. Initially called the Naval Infantry 
R1\cr Aotitla, this unit was assigned th<' task of Stturing the area from 
Saigon south to My Tho and Vinh long. JaubCTt had to literally start from 
scratch, but wnhin a few weeks he had scrounged up a motley colltt1ion of 
caprnred Japancse and Vici Minh junks. motor launchn, bargn. and 
steamers. ln Dctembcr th<' old aircraft carrier Beam arrived in Saigon carry-

• Additional information on 11le French in Indochina boil! before and afltr 
194J can be found in tilt author's ARMOR IN VIETNAM publishtti by 
Squadron/Signal. 

ing fourteen LCAs and sb1 LCV Ps, for Jaubcrt's flotilla. These rein· 
forccments brought lhe unit up to near full s1reng1h, and. with tv.o com
panics of na,·al infanlry, Jaubert beganconductingmoppingupC'l<'rciscsin 
the Saigon area. In January. th<' no1illa supported a dri•'<' by army units to 
pacify the area north and t'ast of Saigon. The largest operation ofthisdri"e 
"as an advance up the Dong Nai ri,er which ran northeast from Saigon 
toward Dalnt. Unfortunately. on the last day of the operation. Captain 
Jaubl'rt was killed during heavy fighting near Bien Hoa. Though his death 
"'as a SC\crc blow to the ri•er squadron. Jaubert left behind a foundation 
which "'ould e•cntually span tv.o wars and JTO" into a formidabl<' forec 
some twcnly years later. 

While Cochin China v.as being secured, 01her elemerus of the Na•·al 
Brigade, along with the 9th Colonial Infantry Di .. ision were sent from Saigon 
to the Tonkin region of northern Indochina aboard 1he Beam. Ho"e'er. in 
lateFcbruary.v.hcnthc Beam tried to enter Haiphong, thechiefVi<'tnamese 
port on the Gulf of Tonkin, it was met .,.ith hca•·y fire from occupying 
Chinr.;c 1roops and forced to "·ithdraw. Aft<'r negotiations, 1he Chinese 
agreed to pull lh<'ir troops b.acl. and allowed chc French troops to land on 8 
March near Haipong. Howc~cr, if lhc French 1hough11hat the pacification of 
this area would be as easily carried out as it had been in the Cochin China 
operations they "ere in for a rude awakening. In and around Hanoi and 
Haiphon11hc VinMinhwcr('wellentr<'nchedandreadytofight. Dcsp11eat· 
tempts at a pcaccfulscnlcmcnt between the opposing forcr.;, fighcingbroke 
out in December of 1946 at Hanoi and quidlyerup1cd into full scale "arfare 
be1weenthcFrenchand1hcVie1Mmll.Duringth<'initialfigh1ingbet"eenthe 
t.,.o sides the French came out on top. forcing the communists Olli of Hanoi 
and Haiphong. but Ho and his military leader, Nguyen Giap regrouped their 
forces and began carrying out guerrilla warfare against th<' French. In the 
north, as in 1hc south. the few roads v.erc in poor condi1ion. and sincl' the 
French forces were basically roadbound this played inco the hands of the 
guerrillas who quickly becamead<'ptatambushingfr<'nchsupplyandrelief 
columns. In an effort to counter 1hesc attach the French Army began look
ing at the numerous inland wa1erways as a means of moving ml'n and 
material. The Navy began creating a combat or1anii:a1ion which cuuld clme· 
lyadapL itself to thcpcculiarconditionsund<'r which it would operate. Asa 
result of this. a nl'w naval formation. the Dmassm11. "as born. In French 
na•·al tcrminolog) Dmassqu/ transla1ed to 'Assault Rher Division'. and. as 
tim<' .,.ould show, this turned out to be on<' of the unique military ideas of 
merit tobede .. elopcd by the French during1he Indochina "ar. lnthe"ords 
of 1hc no1<'d Vietnam historian Bernard Fall, the Dmassaut was " ... one of 
the fe" .,.orthwhilc contributions of th~ Indochina War 10 military 
knowledge'', 

The concept and structure behind these ri~cr assault divisions was quite 
simple, drawing in part on the uperiencn of Jaubcrt's flotilla in the south. 
Since the aucrrillas w~rc able to prc\·cnt the no ... ofsupphn and impede 
Fr<'nch troop mo .. ement m·er wha1 passed for a road network. the French 
"'oulduscthevastarrayofrivcnand canalstomovcsupplies.engageenemy 
forces. and support ground units with a reduction in risk to th('mselvcs. Ob· 
viously,D/11assau1scouldonlybcused"'heretherewereadcqua1cwatcrv.ays, 
but where these c:itisted the French would be able to use their mobility and 
firl'po"cr to its fullest. 

The nucleus of the Dmassquts was a variety of modified landing craft 

The French used landing craft In Indochina, to move lroops along the 
waterways lo avoid Viet Minh ambushes on land. This LCM has had 
Its stem encased In armor plate and carries a number ol machine 
guns tor defense. The overhead canHs co ... ers were tor protection 
from the sun rather than the enemy. (Na'f'at History Museum) 



"hich carr~ a " 'Kie range or armamem and pro1e,;ti-·e 11rmor . Some were u~. 
c:d primarily In !he fire supporc role moumina ''llrlouJ wc11pon$ includin& ,.JO 
and J-Ot'lllibtr machine suns, 20mm, 40rnm, and 57m.m canno11:1 . ind e''Cn J 
inch guM. Other('n.rt " '('le used mainly for troop and !Upply mo,·ement, bu l 
lltt>e 100 ,.·~c armed and could provide limi1cd fire ~uppor 1 durin& optra· 
nons. Thue were also a numbtr or small, fl.)l boats which " 'CIC u~ed fo r 
patrol and aeon miuions. T he majority or fhcse vcssds were modift«I or 
co1werreil in Vic1nam and tlJ.e)· performed e~ceplion:ill)· " 'ell throughoU( the 
wargi,·in11hcFrcncha,·a!uabl('"'eapon wi1h .,.·hich tosnikeou1 aaains t!l!l 
clu,h·tbu1 rdenllr»cnemy. 

Into Battle 
The lint use of 1he Din~11a/J came shonly a(tcr rhe outbreak of OJl('n 

.. -.rfare in northern Vje1nam. Fren('h troop~ in lhe 1own of Nam Dinh. 
~tlle:m of Manoi . were surrounded by a sizeable Virl Mlnli force. Kell.liLing 
that an o'·Cfland relief column had litlle dmn« of breaking through, lhe 
Freoch command dt"Cided 10 l lagr 11 combined airborne and riverine a.s.s.iull 
on 6 hnuary to break the siege. The plan called for para1roopers to sciu two 
bridgt'l1eads .,.·here 1he Ditra.!:tua1s could then land their 1roops and $Upplies. 
Unfonuna tdy, ihc airborne lloops, laking heavy fire. could no• ~«ure 1he 
landin1 1.onn. The na,·al forC't, sailin l up 1hr Rtd Ri~er . wrre cau1h1 in a 
' 'i<"ious cr<mlire which killed the unit's rommundn 11 nd sank one boal. Un. 
daunted. the UC'\:ulin· officer landed his lroop3 opposite the planned 
btachhcad. andbackedup withlirefromhi,remaining!andinscraflcleared 
the arm or enemy. Once 1hi$ area was $<'ized , file ... -:u-~ witchtd 10 the op. 
posiiesho{e, Wi1hin ashor! 1ime. th.is liredro,·c thc ViN .\.llnh from th.eir 
po:siliom and the Frendi troops w('rc able to secure lhc bcachhcad. T his 
broke tile back of the Vier .-Hi11h, and by noon 1he relief force haden1ered lhc 
cit y. Ho" c,·n-, cwn wi1h !ht arri ,,.l of these relief for~ . the town remained 
undtr1hc1un. The Vitr MinhcontinuC'd to hold1hesurrounding('ou111r)·$ide 
and for a long lime afmwuds Dimu.sua/$ pro,·ided the on))" mearu. of gettinl 
wppliNandreinforcemem,•tothe1owo. 

The no;t major employment of 1he Dl11assua1s came durina O PE ii. A TION 
LE/I, launched in Ociobero( 1947 tocaJ)lure the !OJI Vi('IM/11hlta!.l cr3hip 
and demoy supply d<po1s in the ViCJ Bae region. This combined 1ir-1round
ri,'fr as:s;iult incJuded 1 drive b)· Di11as.s11a1 units up 1ht Red and Clrar Ri,•cr 
>'allt)'i in nor1h.,.·es1ern Tonkin. Unfortunlltdy, LEA did not rn p !h(' 
IM'fll'tits 1he French had hoped it would. And while all objecth·cs were seized 
and o'~ 9000 enrmy soldiers were reponed killed . Ho Chi ,\ l lnh and MJ 
wbordinatcs manageil to esupc the 11ap. T he n.wal for~. after experktK· 
1ng problems wi1h und bau. reached thcir objectives but not before 1be bull< 
of tlle gutnillas had ilippcd away into the surroundin,a jurtiJe. Hown('r , the 

{Below) This LCM has bHn turned lnlo •'Monitor' wllh the 1ddlllon 
ol a turret lrom 1 Coventry armored Cir on Its bow: m• chlne guns 
ra~e a ls o been added lo the stern. The crows nes l provided a good 
v• nl•ge point from which to s pot mines or posslble 1mbus hea, but ll 
the observer was caught there during • llrellght h is Ille upectancy 
WH r•ther short. (N1~al His tory Museum) 

.... -· 

pcrform.anet o f naval fo1ets imp1r-»Cd the a1 my, and in the fu ture they 
woutdui:e1he Dimusuo1swhene,·e1 possible . 

Throughout the rcmain.der of the late 40$ the French Army tried to force 
1he elu$h'e V/('/ Minh Into a $et piece bauk "''here they could bring their 
suJl('rior firepowrr against Ho Chi Min h's guerrilla army. llul Ho and Giap 
1ni!!ed ~lKh traps nml waged a hit and run war . ~trikini; holaled ou1posu or 
small con1·oys whtre they cou!d mount o"erwhelmin1 numbers and then 
disappear before the French could r(':lC1. Howe,·e1 this an chansM in late 
J9SO wben Gbp launched a m:assh·e U$.lult agains1 Freoch garrisons a.long 
the ChlnNe-V ~mamelC bo1d('r. E"eryone of them fell 10 1ht 1uerrilhu. u
cepl Mon Cay, nrar the coas1 wherr French ships wereablr to effectiv('ly sup· 
port lilt J!O$ilion and brin1 in supplies b>· lCll . 

Undet('rredb)'thissingl(' failu1eGlap1cor1anizedhisforce:sandprepared 
to mike at Hanoi and Haiphong. The French . who had jll:$t rcoeh·ed massh·e 
amounts of military aid from 1he Unit~"dStales, used the lull to prepare fo r 
1hl.'a111idpa1tdal1:1.d:, In partlcul.:ir new landinacraft allowed the n1vy10 
form 1""0 additional dlnas:Ja111s which reinforced 1hc 1wo already in the 
Tonkin re1ion. On IJ J:inuary 195 1 the Iona upecied ;ui;ault came. Vil' ! 
Minh troops poured 0111 or1he hills, iu 1ad;in,a thcs1rmcgic town of Vinh Yen 
on the fringe of 1he Red Ri,•cr delta about forty miles northwnt of Hanoi. 
TI1c new Frrnch comma.ndcr, General Jean de Latlre de TllS$iJn)', roponded 
wi1h all a•·ailabk ai r, 11ound. and riverine units. Din(lS.SQu / uniU carried 
troop~ UJ> the Red Rh cr and !anded thtm near Vinh Yen to rrinforct the 

(Al>ov•J Then s m e ll Freoch cr1111t were FOM (•hort) s upport boils 
which wu lhe 1bbre vl 111 llon lcr Fr1nce Outre Me r. This designa tion 
wu gl~en to the class bec1uu lhe bo11111 were m•d• for overseas 
use. They were one cl the lew boils that lh• French dHigned 
aspecl1lly for use on the rivers c l lndoc:hln1. (Naval History Museum) 



1own·s ~!ea,gunt.:l dffrnders. Togc1heT 11ouh 1hc Army and Air Force. tht 
N1v;tl ForteJ hdprd inflkc ovcf 6,000 c.uu.llltio on Gilp•s troops btforc 1ht 
•U•c.,wucaltcdoff. 

Chafin& at chis defeat, Giap withdrew 10 mend hif woundJ. Two months 
later. oo 23 March M l11unchcd :UK)lht1Ei.ILatk. 1hi5 time aimed at 1'lao Khc, 
1wm1y miles flOrlh of Halphon1. Loc:aitd !}('at 1he Da Bachri\"n. this$mall 
!own was g:arrisom:d by only 400 men. A1ains1 chem Oiap threw neally threc 
divisions. the 308th. l 12th, and ll61h. Durins the firsc us.a.uh, cht com
munists 5uttCCdcd in o.-uwhdmin& almost all o ucer dcfcnsi•-<: f>O$ilio111. Ky 
the 26th. 1he si1ua1ion at Mao Khc- w:u CTi1ie11!. bu1 fonunacdy1hrec French 
dolrO)'Cr$ and IWO LSSU WNC able to entC'f the- dC'C'p bay o f lhc 0.ll Bach 
11. ivcr and pro•·idc much nttdC'd file $uppon. They also co•·cm:l 1hc landing 
o f a pantroopn battalion and naval commandos who reinforced the near ly 
exhausted troop~ at Milo Khc. Coupl«l ,.·i1h ma.uivc ai1 suppon. this effort 
i.a'°C'd the: town and drove ofr rhc Vin Minh ... ho kfc bttilnd over 400 dt;id. 
This na•<1I suppon pllt)'cd • ' i t.al role in 1hc dcfcnk: of Mao Khe when ic 
broke up a luae conccnua1ion o f Vitr Minlf u oops "'ho ... ett massina for ~ 
fioal assault a,pimc the last rcm.llinins <kfrnsivc J)O$ilion. Had this force no1 
bC'C'n d1spc1SC'd.1hc town would uodoubtcdly have fallen. 

Ocspi1e thcstsuC«Uh·eK1bad:s, Giap launchtd )'C'I a 1hlrd anad:. bu11his 
rime shifted 1hc: anault 10 French posi1iOn$ sourh of Haiphong. On 2S Ma.y, 
o'·er 40,000 l'irt M inh uoop~ siruck 1hc French tine along the Olt)' Rh·cr 
southwest of Nam Dinh. A l:cy objec!i\'C of thiJ cJrile Wll$ che town of Ninh 
9 inh "'hose capture ... ;u aui&ncd to 1hc J08th Oi\•ision. The inil ial attack 
caught tilt ddendf'r5. tt ~tarine Commando unic by surprise and mo11of1he 

town V>U captured. The ncin cJa)\ Dlt1asso111 J, loaded with rcinforctmm1s. 
Qilcd from Nam Dinh 10 rtlCuc 1he few 1cmainint Marines. Dn:phc being 
caugh1 in an ambush d&h1 miles from the town which damqt.:l a numbn of 
1he Jandin1eran, lhc Dirras:sout fouJhl its way 1hrou&h the: uap and reached 
1hc cown. Wi1h thtk: 1cinforttmcnu the defenders wcrc able to hold out. Jn 
lhe meantime t!J., D111as:sou1 began 1uacki~ VWI M inh posilions akmg 1he 
.,,·aten edge and tank 1hc small craft u~ by the guerrillas to ffiO\'e men ind 
supplici :i.cross the ri•·cr . As addicional Viti Mmlf trOOJ)J poured into Che area 
1"0 temporary Dinos.sauts, orpni1.cd rrom landing craft fovnd in Manoi, 
wcr( thiown into che ba.uk. The bu1le raged on for days around Ninh llmh 
and finally reaching a climu in 1hc fight for Yen Cu Ha, a key outpost wu1h 
of 1M main French posicion. The ligh1ing litCS&Wcd back and for1h un1il sup
port fire from an LSSL linatl)· bioke tht back of the encm)··s resistance. 
Spor;adic li1h1 ins continued for• few more days but the Vif't M111h had had 
cnou&h. By 18 June. Giap had pulled his troops back across th( Day Ri,·e1 
ind called off the opomuion. 

Aftcr this Nt1«ina. Gi1p n.lkd a halt 10 offensh·e opu11tions a lld 
.,,jchdrc"' to rcg,roup and rnl his uoops. Takins adnnLll&e of 1hiJ respite 
GclleUI de Uttre decided 10 go on 1 he offensive. and in mid-~on~mbn l11un
chC'd O PERATION LOTUStonpture lhCIO'>'nOf Hoa Binh. locatcdon the 
Black Rivn. andC\lt lhe 1'i('/,\/mhsupplyhncs1otheiffor1XSsou1h orthc 
delta. On lol Novcmbc1 p:tra1rooprnsclzC'd Hoa Binh while.a around column 
p1uhcd down from Manoi along Route 6 io link up wi1h 1Mm. The lnillal 
phueof1heb111lewc111 1·er)· wcll for theFrrneh "i1h ti11leopposi1ionbting 
em'Oun1crC'd. HowC\n-,onccthe1ownwast1ken.kttpin&i1supplicdb«llme 

(Below} An LCM oudgea up 10 the shore to unlo•d 1upptlH during •n 
op•r•llon In Cochin Chin•'• Pl1ln ol Rffds . Note how the •II •nd ol 
th• vHHI brls lles wllh m•chlne guns. (Nenl Hlslory Munum) 



11. Ria:Jumue alncc the French could not conlinuoosly k('(:p Rouic: 6 open. To 
keep 11'1e 1own supplied. 1hc: l]lttck Rh·c:r became the main supply line a/on' 
whil.·h lhe French mo,·ed men and rmucrials. l~rcn1.:h Na")' offlcc1), itll'olvcd 
in !he plannini or LOTUS. had pointed OUI lbll! allhOUih the river Wl5 

na~ipble fOf lhe V fnQSS(lr..is i i "~'s a\)'O ideal for 11mbushes. Dt:spht 1hesc 
~-vninp the Army commanders did 1101 feel thi.s won a major probkm •nd 
~n1cd on 1M rh·er Ill !he main supply route. 

G1ap, ho._C'\'tt, rcali~cd just how ' 'Ulno:rablc: lllcsc ri,·~ COfll'O)'ll were and 
fe)('U$Cd (!is main 111ack$ againit them in 1ht hopa of stan'ins out the 
dol:fffldCT'5 ;u Hoa Binh. Throughout Dettmbu he whinlcd away 1.1 French 
positions alona the ri,·er and h1ra~)«l 1hc DinaJ$tlu1s :u 1h(")· 1ried 10 kcc:p 
(lptn the lion of communications. By mid·hnu.ary 19H Giap wu ready 10 
(loS<' the rivrr to 1hc French. On 12 Januuy. a convoy "°" ambushed wo.uh 
of Notrt Oa~ Ra<:k. PrC'\iou.sly !he DinaS$autshad b«n able Lo fight their 
";1~· 1hrouah 10 Hoa Binh, bu! thi5 time 1ho: aucrril l:tt wi;ro: 1oos1ronc. Hea"; 
fire from 1he shore sc..-ctdy damaged m~I of ihe l.:rnding rrafr dC$pi1e rhc 
"ali<lln1 dfOftJ of their =ns. Closlnc 10 almost pc>int blank range the 
tsrofb paid a fearful price for their bra~rry. Four patrol boats .and ont 
hn• ily nmcd LSSL were sunk before 1hc C0!1"0)' romo1andcr Jll"c up and 
01dcrtd the fori:c bac:k to its ba$c. After this ckfea 1. funhcreffom to supply 
Hoa B1nh usingrh·er convoys,.·&S abandoned. 

Gcricral de Laure, dyin' from canttr. was rcliC'l·td b)' General Raoul 
Salan. who decided !hat Hoa IJinh w:u nOI worth the c~t of holding It. Ai a 
remit, tie ordered it cv1cua1cd. Unfortunate!>• l" O LC~b trapped upriver by 
low water, "-ere los1 durina the "'ithdra"·.al. one "-as sunk by c-ncmy firo: while 

(Below) ThHe palrol crall mike e high 1peed sweep In ho~s ot cit· 
chlng the guerrlllu miking a s upply run. Whlle last, lheH boats were 
lighlly armorltd and could no! s land up to the heavy tire u s ually an· 
counlared In an ambush. (Na ¥al History Museum) 

(B1low) A1mored French LCVPs were used as &scorts lor river con· 
•0)'11nd fn H arch mission• 1g1ln1t g u1rr1ll1 forces. Th•H crall have 
1 20mcn c1i:inon mounted In a forward tunet end carry a number ol .30 
ind .50 caliber machine guns •long Iha sides. The polnled bow added 
lo the landing door wu lo aid the boat In extracting llHll from the 
1horelln1 alter bucl'llng. (Neval History MuHumJ 

lhe other¥>¥ scuultd by its crew 10 keep ii OU! of m C"tny hand1. 
Throushour tM spring .and summer of 19~2. both Jidcscarricd out limited 

:111acks on c-ach Olhcr, but for 1he most p;irt the time .,.-as Jpcnt consolidating 
their r~p«tive positioru;. In Octobtr Giap launched an of(enslvc a.pin.st 
French pasitions in 1hc T"ai Highlands of north" est Tonkin bct" tcn the: Red 
and Black Kivcrs. These ouipos1s, dtc:p in 1hc inlerior. were quick!)· O\'CTl\ln. 
None 'I.ere near a "·atcr...-.r and ru; 3 f(":)Ult no Dina:uuat unit could support 
1hc111 as had bttn 1M ca.se in Gia p's earlier assaults. The l.ack of rh·crinc sup
po11 dfC't'tivcly doomed 1hcse French positions c'·cn bcfo1e the Viti M mlr 
launched 1heiranack.s. 

To countrr thc:se auacJ.:s. Salan initiated OPERATION LORRAINE. lhe 
lara;esl offcnsi•·e )'ti carried out by lhe French in lndochin.a. lcs main purpose 
wb 10 dimip1 the now of Jupplics to 1he Viel Minh fiom China. and take 
pre.ssurt off French for.;(1 in lhc: T'ai Hichlands. From the OU15l'I. the 
Dinassauts plll)'cd an important p;irt in 1he campaign. In prq>ilralion for 
LOH. RAINE 1hey ferried 1roops and equipment 1o staglns arcas :11 Truog Ha 
on 1he He<i Ri"erand Viet Tri on the Clear Ri>·er. On 29Ck1obcr, 1ftcrhelp
lnJ to ferry Army uniu across lht ""ll('no.·ay. the Durassq11Js mo"td up lhe 
ll.ed Ri"er to"·ard Phu Tho. On the Clear River, nayal uniti pushed north 
from Vkr Tri and joined for<C$ with thOS<' mo•ing up from Trulli Ho. This 
link up look place just norlh of Phu Tho at Nga<: Thap. From 1hcre lhc two 
rolumus sailed 1owa1d Phu Do:rn, a major Vier M inh 5Ui;>ply base al 1hc jurx:
turc o f che Clc.:ir aud Cha)' Ri"cu . Aflcr Phu l>oon "~.is captured apins1 onl)' 
token resistance. pa1rols pulhed on 10 Phu Ycn JJinh. ThrouaJiout 1heopt1a· 
1ion the: Din!ISS4u1s mo"td up !hoc •11rious "·11erways co»erin1. lhf i\rm)' uniu 

(81low) A FOM(shorl} suppor1 bo11 is par1 of a ri¥•r conyoy Hcort 
11ong with a Grumman Goose. The main dlfl•r•nc• besldH l•nglh 
between the two FOM classes (short and long) was Iha aCIClltlonal gun 
lurre l mounted all on th• long model. (NIVal History MuHum) 

(Below) A patrol boat halls a lrelghtar tor lnspecllon ol lls cargo. On 
occ11lon Iha Viel Minh uaed commercial YHHls 10 smuggle 
w .. .pon1 Into Iha country. (Na¥• 1 History Mu1eum) 



Th• crew of this LCM m1neuver11 their crell elong 1 nerrow welerwey 
In the Red River Della. In such contlntd spice • Viet Minh ambush 
could be dHdly end the French hed to elweys be on th• el• rl. (Nevel 
History Museum) 

Shallow drall•d VHHla such u lhla Patrol Eacort (PCE) were ollen 
employed by the French In the deep water bays of northern Vietnam 
where they could bring hHvy firepower lo bear o n the enamy. During 
the battle of Mao Kha this kind ol support uv.ct 1ti1 town •nd In· 
meted heevy casualtles on the ettad.lng comrnunlsl forces.. (Naval 
History Museum) 

O&ep wster beys also •llowed lh1 French to bring lhelr carriers In 
close to cut down Iha dlslence th1I their 1lrcrall t\ad to 11y to the 
target. The carrier L1F1yette (IX·USS Langley CVL·27l 9811s lnlo pie· 
turasque Along Bly In support 01 French Hoops In the Red Rl¥er 
Oelta. (Ntval Hlslory Museum) 

marching o•·erl:rnd. Often 1he)' embarked infanuy uni1s to purwe gucrrillu 
"·ho had slipped away from 1he s.round columns. In addhion they also pro
tected the rtanks o f 1he Army drive and kept h 1csupplicd. Howe•·er. in spite 
o f all this suppar1, LORRAINE failed 10 11kc prwurcoff1h~fll'nch in 1he 
T"ai region. While 1hcope1ar!on did temporarily disrupt the Vitt Minh'ssup
ply lines and rnuhcd in 1he capcure of numerous supply dumpi;. G iap "'' lS 
able to keep preuurcon French 1roopi in ihe T'ai region. He rc:tli~ed 1h111hc 
Freno:h, in tarr)'illS out this opero1ion. had overextended thcmsch·cs. and ii 
"'·as only a mallet or time uniil !he French were forC'Cd 10 pull back. By mid· 
No•·embcr Saian ordered bolh hi~ground lroops and riaval unhs 10 pull back . 

Followin1 LORRAINE. large scale military opcratioM by bo1h sides 
1apered off sharply. D uring thb period bo1h eornbalaou recouped !heir 
10$$C'!I and 1ricd 10 consolida!e their positioru. Jn April of 19SJ a nC"'' French 
commander, GcnC"r11l Henri Navarre, took o•·er rrom Gcncnil Salan. His ar
rival coincided with another inOtu; of American aid and Navarre siagcd local 
eoumerauacks iO he could further consolidate his posi1ions. A (ttr "''hich, he 
planncdtocntkcthel'it1 M inhin101fin11.lsttpicccbank:anddcstroythcir 
mili1 ar~· power. Coinciding wi1h Navarre•i; arrival and due m part to the addi· 
lional equipment supplied by 1hc US, and to the desire of the Frcnd1 to i;up
p!cmcnt their forces with local units . 1hc nn1 Victnamei;c Dinassa111 was ac· 
tivatrd in 1he Mcleon& Ocha . Durin& this period the Vfcl .Winh 1cM-oO·cd 1hc-ir 
offens,ivc, moving in10 Laos "''hich caused Na•·arrc 10 move in troops to eon· 
lain 1hc assauh. Due to 1hc lack of navig:uab!c waicrways 1hc DinllSSlllllS 

played nopartinthiscampaign. 
In late 0.:tobcr. Giap )!ruck at Phu Ly on the Dar Ri,·cr wi1h the )20!h 

Division. N1wa1Tc rnpondcd "'i1h OPERATION MOVETTE. moving 
sr.·irral mobile uniu in!o the iuea aboard the boau of Dil'ltlS$l111ts J and 11, 
while O{hcr uniu mzy.·cd on Phu Nho. 1hc ~upply dct>ot for the 320!h. ~k:wy 
flj.htingcrupted, bul ncilhcriidt"couldgain lhcuppcrhand. Navarrc. ra1hcr 
than pour in additional fortrs . called off 1he French dri•·c and "'ilhdrew h is 
t1001» to rtSJ'OUP for a new offensh·c. On io No•·cmbcr. French 
paratroopers descended on the 'mall village of Dien Bien Phu in no r· 
1hwtt1crn Tonkin. OvCT the next fe.,.. mon1hs more mtn and cquipmcnl wcrt 
brnugh1in1nd1hepoi;ition"''&Shc:tvflyf0!'1ificd. Howcvu.isola1edfrorn1he 
main French p<»icions in the Red Ri•·cr Valley by hundreds of miln of 
1rackless jull,Jlc and mountains. Dien Ben P hu could only bc suppti<d b)' air. 
Confident In his men, cquipmcnl and the s1eps tah11 co fonify the posi1ion. 
NaV'.trTc hoped that b)' prcscnli!IJ Giap with such a 1cmpting 1arge1 he eoukl 
lure the comm.unis1 general into commining his main comba1 units into a 
final set piece baulc thal the French had sought for so lonj. Unfortunaldy 
fOI' the French ii .,.as a fall] mblakc. Giap's in(antry had carried artillery and 
an1i-aircrafl guns 1h1ough 1hc jungle and ltTOU mountains. and u$Cd lhem 10 
pound the fortress's airmip and all bu1 slopped the now ofsuPJ>lid. Dcspilt 
heroic resim1m:<: the position rcn in Mar of 1954. 1hc day bcforc the start of 
peace talks in ~ncva bc1wecn the lwo combatants. This defeat mark<d 1bc 
end of French rule in lndochlna. T hough ncso1iaiions draged on for three 
months. for all intcnu Jnd puri)O\CS 1he lou of Dien Bien Phu mukcd 1hc 
end of the r.m Indochina War. 

Naval Air and Surface Support 
While the main thru51 o f French na•·al aC1ivit\d ccnlt"red aroun.d the 

Oinauou1s,1irandsurfaccrorccsalsopla)·cda vi1alrokin1hc "'·ar. In the 
early stagn of the campaia:n. surface ships provided fire support and 
augmcntt"d form a.shore with dc1achm1:nu or mMinn and sailors "·hen the 
necdarOSc. ln particular 1hc10 ... ·nofNhaTrang,5urround<dby Vi~t Minh 

forces. relied on ships for supplin and 5uppor1 prior to !heoulbrtak of open 
warfarcbctwecn1hc l"'O sidn. 



Frtneh cruisers and dcslro)·cts provided valuable firt support in 1ht baule 
for Tourant". And One(' ii ,..u r('(aprured, lhC';ft' 1,;1.mc: ships i;upponcd a 
number or amphibious landinp aloni 1hc c~1 to S«Urt Hut and the Fai Fo 
r~n during early 19'47. The landinp 11 Fai Fo marked th.: fim comba1 use 
of carriC'r aircrnrt by 11!.: French when 1he ll.8S0t ncorl carrier Dixmudc 
(formaly 1he HMS l:litC'T l. launched Douita.i SOB Dauntlns divebomben to 
.JUpport the landinas. For 1wo wttl:s the carrkr sra)'Cd in the area, providing 
air support for the lr00p$ uhore. Dixmu<k then mo•·ed nor1h 1oward 
Haiphoni. hinins Vitt M inh targets northwest or Hanoi. TilCSC ac1ion., , 
1hoo.ighsmatlin nature,underlinedthcabili1yof 1heaircraftcarrier toprojec1 
airpo..·er O\'er a wide area. And since airfields were few and fa1 betwttn in 
Indochina, 1he aircraft carrier pro•·ed particularly valuablt and 1he French 
came to rely mort and mort upon Cll rricr based aircraf1 as th.: ,.-ar wco1 on. 

Prior tolhis !he only na•'tll :iirc1af1 to S« service in the war 1.onc ,..C'le P llY 
CataliJUS;amd Grumman JRf Gooses. In lateOctobu of 194$, liix PRY·!SAs 
of the &th F1otillo (Escodril/r &F) :irri>'ed a t Tan Son NhuL Almm1 im
ll!fdQJcly they bq.a!l nring 1urvc!llancc: miuions along the coast and o,·er the 
~ld:ona: Delta. In Februar)' of 1946, 1ht utuadron, mensthencd ,..i1h addi-
1ional aircraJ1, mo\·cd to the Hanoi· Haiphong are11 10 rc-infor~ forces there. 
Followin& the outbreak of " ar In December, they wrn: pressed inlo ~n·i~ u 
1ra11$port.s, movin& lroop$ around the Tonkin Gulf .ura 10 cou111er Vic-t Minh 
anacl:s. Once 1he situation stabili1.c-d, 1ht flBYs a.gain took up 1heir rcaular 
pa1rol worl: nyin1 IOf\& minions up and down 1he eoas110 prcvc111 enemy in
filtration of arms by $Ca. During OPERATION LEA PBYs new Ion& ranac 
rcconnainar'IC'C' and C\'tn voun<I support missions for tht army, Jomclimts 
operatin1 at1ree tap level. Unfonun;mly. JU<:h ac1M1ics did not sui! 1he large 
slow nyin& boat. and after taking IOSSC$ 1he ·eau· wcre pulled out of 1he 
vound suppor110lc. 

Tiie Grumman JRF G OO$C. a .small 1win cnJint amphibian was used mainly 
in 1ht ~nlntl and southern ponion5 of Indochina for liaiJon. sun·eitlance. 
a,;uah)· t>'aruation. and ground suppon. Fined ,.ith machine &UM and 
bomb racks tilt Goose of1cn pro\·ided air eo,·er f0< Di11as:so111 opuations or 
amphibious tandinp. They played a par1icularly imporunt role durin1 
OPERATION ATLA1''TE, an amphibious assault carried OUI apins1 Vin 
,\fm>t forcn norrh of Nha Trana near Tuy l:;loa. On oa;asion. che Goos.e also 
pro" idcd support to army unlu Inland . Durins the sci1e of Dal: Doa in 1ht 
mitnil highlands the G OO$C JUpJ)Or1td clem.:nts of GM 100 until !ht Vil'! 
.\11111! sucettdtd in O>'erwhtlming 1hc small prrison. Unlike 1he Ca1alina, 
•>'hkh was replaced in the c1uly 19S0s. lhe Goose was used until lht end of 
hoslilitldinl9S4. 

While 1trc Catalina had performed "''ell during their deployment. 1he 
French needed a more modem aircraft for coastal sun·t'illance. In 1949. the)' 
miucstcd PB4Y Priva1ccn from a US milil:uy mission \'isitins. lndoctiin11.•• . 
Thiswucv('Tltuallypantcd, and in late 195-0 ccn Pri\'ateers arrh•cd :ti Tan 
Son Nhut rcpb.cins lhc PllYs of !ht 8th Ffotillo. Almos1 immediately !ht)" 
.. ·ere pr cd into !Crvke u heavy bomber$ !O aid French fortt1 around Vinh 
Yen during Giap's firs1 offensh·c. f rom then on the Pri .. ateers were more 
of1tn used :u hcary bombns than pa1rol aircra(I. In particular 11N: PB4Y'~ 

Ion& rtnge and endurance allo"'-ed 1hc-m to be used for anach deep in encm)' 
1erri1oryandasllarcshiPSlha1couldloilcro"ercmb.attlcdposi1ionsatnigh1. 
Often two pJallt detachments .. -ere scn1 out 10 Olher airfields for broader 

' U/1er rcnuml1}DuNu11g. 

" Nul'Uf pu1rol 1·c-~io11 of 1he 8 -24 liberator bomtxr. 

(Below) This Grumman Goose hes been pressed Into the c asu&lly 
eucuatlon 1ole. Olher JRFs were titted w\tl't bomb 11cke a nd used lo 
suppor1 riverine units , Some even served as flare ships during nlgl'tl 
operations. (ECPA vii Camello) 

CO\'crasc ofa ba1tlcficld. Durins lhtsit:geof Dien Bien Phu, Prh 11tttrs bttan 
bombin& Vic• Minh supply dumJ>$ and depots. They a!Jo hi1 •llli·aircn.ft and 
arhllery positions clOSt to !ht for1ifica1ions in an al!empl 10 silern:c the eotmy 
1uns, but IO\lo• han.&in1cloodli and dcnscjun&Je combincd to hamper 1htef· 
fccth·('llt:U of 1hcsc bombins auaeks. As the siege d1aued on additional 
P8"Y$ were sent oul 10 replace losses and to form an addilionnl unl1. 1he 18th 
F1olillu. Rdore thc:sc new ain:r.afl could be cffec1i\·cly commilled. Dien Bien 
Phu fell. lrooically lhe last aircrafl lost o,·cr Dien Bien Phu ,.--in a Prh·aicu 
which '"'l:i shot dovm on 1ht ni1ht !he fortrc:$$ surrendncd. 

Followins the nicttn or the- Dilmude the French dtplO)'cd another carrier. 
the 18,040! Arromancha (formerl)' 1he Bri1ish light carrier Colossus). Jn la1e 
1948 Arromanc:ha began Jupportit1.1 ground operation~ wi1h her Dauntless 
i nd Scafire aircraft. In leu lhan IWO monlh$ aircraft off Arromanchn nc .... · 
more sortin 1han the French Air Force did 1hroughou1 1943. Unfor1unatd)' 
tlN: curler could not be kept on stalion indefinitely and $.he wa.: pulled out in 
January of 1949. Twcnly months Ja1c:r, in September o r 19SJ, Acromanches 
1crnrncd. rhls lime wiih mQrc modem A>F Hellcats and SRlC He!ldivers. 
Durins a SC\'tn month tour. her air group flew o"er 1.400 wr1ics, a con-
11idcrable number when the whole airc1af1 complcmen1 aboard 101alcd only 
for1 y-four machii:ic:s. Many of lhc:se SOr1iC'$ '"'tre nown in support of French 
na"al and 1round uni11i 1al:in1 pan in the fi1h1i11.1 around HOii B1nh. After 
1hl$ deploymcm the Alromanchcs re1uri:icd to France but wu apin off 1he 
coast or lndochimi in Octobtt of 19$J, jusl in rime to provilk wpport for 
OPERATION LORRAINE. 

The ouurandins job done by bolh 1hc Dixmudc and Au omarn:hcs promp· 
tcd the French to seel: another Cl'lrriff for use: in Indochina. In 19$1 !he 
10.6621 li1h1 carrier La Fareuc (ex-USS Langley) " '2$ iwquired. She 1clk,·cd 
Arromanchn in early l9$J and flew nume1ous soriies until fo1CC'd 10 cmer 
drydod f0< an 01·erhaul. Her rdkf was none other 1han the ArromanchM 
which perhaps fitth11ly helped c!Q)·e the na•·al air war O\ 'tr Indochina. Her 
aircrews look part in lhc climactic stru.uJc a1 Dien Bic11 Phu where 1hey flew 
coun1lcs.s sortiei ln $Upp0fl of the hardprC'SSC'd dcfende~. Duri11.11hc Jie&e 
Arromancht:'' l,.o squ;1drons were so dedmatcd 1ha1 they Md to be 
withdr11.wn from optratiOR$, being replaced by aircrews off1he 10,6621 light 
c;irricr Bois lkllcau (ex-USS llctlcau Wood) n)'ill.I F4U Co!$aif'. But 1hcse 
reinforcni1en1s could do liule 10 1urn 1hc tide a11d Dien Bitn Phu fell . French 
na,•alavia1orspcrform.cd"aliantlydurina1hcsi~as1hey aidedtheirhard· 
pr cued comradn on the around . Unfonunately thtir pliant effor1.s could do 
li1t!c in 1he face of tht 1:ic1ical mist<tke of the french military lc-.idchhip 1h•1 
pla.ced lheir troops in such an in11cceu)ble position. 

(Above) The only long strfltglc bomber !he F1ench had wore 
Aeronflvale P84Y Priul.ers. Theo Prtwaleers of tl'te 261h Flo •IHa er& 
being prepared for fl mlsa lo n el Ca1 81 airfield near Henol. (ECPA via 
C•mallo) 



The Vietnamese Navy 
The Early Years 

T he f0\l1\da1ionf o f 1he Vic1na111m Navy were laid down in l:nc 1949 when 
lhc French. bcC'ausc of 1 m::mpowcr shortaic. !kcidcd to df:'"Clop the armed 
for Cc$ or Vicm;i:m. In rhe ori1in11.I propos:il only a 'river navy' ,.~ en•·U:ion«I 
in l11dochim1b)'Frcochau1horltic:s. buta latcrplandraftcdin Parisalsocal!
ed for a, limitC'd number of ocea n going ship~. In A pril o f 19SI . baKd on pio
~s from both lhc lhc-atc-r commander and Paris au1horilio, a four )'CU 
proaro.m .. -as adopted. Included in thisjoim proposal were plans for sc,·cr:i.l 
mer flolillas. ri&ht minc:s"·cepers, Lwo na"al usault divbions. a con·C1tc. 
1,.·o n«){U, and a naval lflllinin& center. impitc lhes<c lofty plans. liuk,.~ 
initially done 10 implc-mcn1 1hcm. French ricld commandtt~ who had bc'(n 
r«1'1i1in1 Victnamc:st' for lheir own needs frl! thal if a strong effort "''JI$ 

nadc to build upa VictnllmC'Se N:l\·y. they " ould not h~<•e the manpov.cr to 
rm tMir own 1hin rank$. 

h "":IS nol until 1953 that !he flrst Vicmamoc n:wal force w:u ac1h11tcd. 
On 10 April a miaJI DinQ$$Q11t unit o( the landing craft was org:rniud for 
opcratiOfu in lhe Mckon1 l)elta. They were based al Can Tho, and ahhou&h 
they ne"· 1he V1ttnamr:sc nag. ihe craft were und~ French command and 
paniallr mann¢d by Frfnch iai!ors. A M"Cond Dinosso"' unit was formed 

During the spring ol 1953 the French 1ctlv11ed the trrs t Vietnamese 
naval unUs In the Mekong Dalla. Thase 'Vlatnamese units" were mada 
up of Vietnamese personnel under the command ol French otllcers. 
This LCVP being towed by anolher crell ls laking part In a pelrol nHr 
Can Tho. Note that the cr1ll Illes bolh the French end Vietnamese 
flags. lnlllaUy there was • dispute belween the two countries H lo 
which llag the nssels would lly causing e delay In the turnover of ed· 
dltlonal boats 10 the Vle1nameu. (Navel His tory Division) 

Once the French •greed lo wllhdrewal lrom lndoehlna a large number 
ol the landlng crall, patrol boats, and other mlscellaneous vessels of 
the Olnassauts wHe turned over lo the fledgeling Vietnamese Navy. 
Seen here are throe 'Vendettes', one of lhe lew specially bull! cralt 
which the French used !or lhelr river operations. Once the French 
Hverod their lies with lh• South Vietnamese these vessels had 10 be 
retired duo to 1 lack of spue p1rts. (N1¥11 History Museum) 

Later th:u summer 11 Vinh Loni to patrol the 1'k kon1 R.i1·cr whtrc it no"cd 
imo the Ka. A fter this S«Ond unit wa~ formed. a dday arose in expansion 
whik French and Vi~namoc military buruucra1s ::r.rgued over "'hkh !lag thr 
1·<:SS<"ls would Oy. Once lhis ,.'b ckarC'd up, the exp;l.nlion of lhe VictnamC'SC 
Na\')' conlinunl. In January of 1954, lhrtc minCSWC'Cpt"rs " ·ere 1um(d over 10 
Vicmamnc romrol. and " "1iS follo1•1ed by 1hc formation of two more 
Dinuss1m1unhsinMarchand Au1us1. 

In northern Vietnam French forces "·ere locked in tht biutr slrugak "i1h 
Vil'/ M inh croops at Dien llkn Phu. This defeat took the heart out of French 
rej,islailce and had a profound cffce1 on 1hc pt-ace talks which started a1 
Gcnc:1·0 tht nc.\ I day. Evcn1uallr the talks resulted in ;an agrccmenl which 
calkd for 1he whhdra.,.al of French lr()Op$. and a rtmporury pof/itiot1 of the 
country un1il a 11arion-wide ekction could 1ake place. Though the French 
were bound b)· 1he acrord to pull ouL the aarecment allowtd for an orderly 
1ranJilion of power. But siri« the trot)' did not Include C'i1hcr the' US or lhc 
new go-crnmen! forml'd iri thc Wtllh of Vi~nam b)' Nao Diem, nc:ithcr felt 
bound to abide by chc terms of ctie 1reaty. Amcrian and French authorities 
worked out an 11greemcn1 whh Diem whcrcb)' US advbors would sradually 
replace French pt"rsonntl and u aln 1hc VieinamCJC armed forces. 

For a shore period of time both French and US na111J j)n'Wf\nd worked 
side by Jldc in a combined 1r111inin1 missloo kno.,.·n l'! the Tr,,inin& Relations 
l nstruction M ission ffRIM). Howc,•cr, by the fa.II of 195S US advisors had 
taken o,·er mcm of chesc du1io:s. although, 1he 11111 French ad1·i$or did nol 
l('Ol.1'e Vietnam uniil May of 1957. The naval force which T RIM pcrsoroM"I 
worked wi1h wu rcla1h·dy small, nun1~:ring only wmc 2000 ofri«u :md 
men. lu modt"St cquipmC"nl included two LSMs. 1wo PCB. lhrtt" MSG;, and 
about 200 landin& crafl. plut some misccllanrous smalkr craft. A ftCJ ana.lyz
in& the miht:uy rtquircmtn15 which mi&hl be plaCC'd upon the Vkrnamcu 
na,111 forcn. th~ US advisor~ came up with !he followin,g list ofpossibk mis
sion 1cquiremcnu: amphibious opcra1ions. ril'er and co;istaJ patrol. 
mlncs"'eeping. fire ~upport, and lotistic :mppor1. Obviously, n1ch tasks "'ere 
far bc')'Ond currcnl Vi<o1nalll('K nas11.l 1raining :ind equipment. But, llleh a 
fO«"c .,.-.u obviously nc:edcd if South Vietnam was 10 ha1·c lhc abilil)" lo pro
!C't't itJ ncv.·l)' ckdared inckpcndcncc. US advison immediately began work
in110 build up 1hif n3\'al force as outlined in 1hcanal)'$is. 

Unfonunatdy, j)foblcms arose alm0111u OllCC which hindered this c...:pan
sion as rdisjOU$ and CJimmal groups rcbtllC'd asafnst Dkm"s rule. Among 
thC'SC were 1he Cao {)Qi rcliaious S«t near Tay Ninh. the 1-/0Q 1-/ao para
m1li1arr rdi&)ous 1roup around Can Tho, and 1hc Bi11h X uftn criminal 
organization in the Saigon·Choloo arcoi. A fter ta~ing ronHol of53igon from 
the Binh X 1t)'fn in Mar of 19$S. Dkm nc.'11 muck al 1hc /IOQ lluo during 
June. Using almost all oft he small Vit1n.am~ Navy 10 mo•·c 11oops and pro
vide support, Diem auaded lhc f/oo llao in the Can Thoaru. By the end of 
the month /too Nao resistance had lxcn crwhcd around lhc cit)', al1hou5h 
some units "'ere able to eso:apc during the fi&hting into 1hc swamps around 
the town. 

On I July 19H, O•crall command of 1he Vktmlmc:sc Navy passed oul of 
French hands. and the nt"' \'icmamc:sc comm:mdc1 was almost immcdiaiel)· 
,-alJC'd upon 10 provide support for another major operation. When Diem had 
taken tomrol or Saigon and defeated the Bi11h Xuytn. hard core mcmbcn of 
tht orsanil:Uion had nro to the Roni Sal !"'-:1.mp south of Saison. This area. 
consi!ting of 01·cr )00 square miki: or ... -a1c,..,..~ys and man,1ove co,·ertd 
swampland. JCTVC'd tu a base from which the Bi"h X"ft" carried OUI tcrroris1 
attacks and raids 1pin51 $hippins. In Scptfmbtr o ;cm dtcklcd 1odcstroy chc 



This 'Veda Ila' p111ol bo11 has bffn drydockad !or repairs. These c r1 l1 
be<:1me the main patrol boa t of the Vlalnamese Rlwar Auaull Groups 
(RAGs) untlt replaced by ne we r American e quipment In the 19&0s. 
Than ¥essels were n icknamed 'Rag Bo1t1 ' a lter the Vletna meu 
unlls using !hem. (US Navy '111 Cresaman) 

Po"ff or 11\c Bi"h Xuye" once and ror all. During 1he middle o r the mon1h 
111>'11 units blocked ofr the region and bcsan bombarding shore poshioni. 
\\'hlle numbnina onl)· romt I ,SOO men. the p ;,,h Xuyt" was well equipped 
•ith ,mall arms. mortiu·s, b;uookns, machine auns. and rmlk:ss rifics. 
E•·ni aflff chis initial a.ss.ault . 1hc Binh Xuy~ri JhO"rtd. no inclin:11ion 10 sur· 
rftlller, .soon 21 Sqxcmber the Vie!nnmcse launched a combined auauh with 
all four Dimzs:sautssupporting Army and Navy troop$. While the DirtQSllJU/S 

blocked 1tinr e:snpc alona 1hc waterways. iround 1roopsgr.i.dually forttd the 
8irih .\ 'U)'ll'I into an e>·cr 1igh1cnin1 pocket. Faced wi1h annihilation. 1hc- sur
•ivin' Hifrh Xuyt'n 1roops surrendered. US u.dvlsors, observing for the first 
time Vic111amc:sc: naval units in ac!ion, " ere lmprc.ssed "''ith what tht)' saw. 
And while problems did crop up. Vietnamese naval personnel carried ou1 
their a.ufs.nmml$ quickly and efOc~o,tly. O•.-erall success o ( lhc opcraiion 
... -u due to the 11.bilit)' o f thc Dinussauts to 11anspo1t troops 10 poiitioos in lhc 
Runs 53.1 Swamp and 1hen act as a blotkin1 force to prt•·tnt the mcm)' r10m 
0Cil.pjf1$. 

After th•I Of)Cration in the Rung ~I swamp, only splinter groups o f tht 
C110 Doi and remnants o f 1hc H OfJ H110 SC'CU Hiil pos.td any Jlf'obkm to the 
lhnn s<>•·crnmmt. In No•·cmbCT two D/"QSllJll/ units helped 1he Army oft ht 
RfPUblicofVklnam (ARVN) croops isolatc the H oa f/11o at Rach Gia o n the 
Gulf of Siam. "'hile alons the Mekong River other na•·al uniu foughc pitched 
b.auks wi1h flog Hao troops who werc btina aided by Vici M inh advisors. 
North ofSaiaon, !he Soar faction of the 1-/oa HaQ.sC"CI, operating out of lhe 
Plain o r Reeds. continued to resist all dforu by ARVN troops 10 subdue 
1hcm. Howe>'tr, wilh 1he help of thc Dlrras:sau/s, A RVN 1roops Wtrt finally 
able co txC'rt enou.ah prcnurc ro for!;<' this sroup 10 come in10 1he Diem 
IO•'ff"nmcnt in Februar)' of 1956. Ontt I his faction fell in10 line, 11:overnIT1C"m 
forcn 1n 1hearu ... creablc1o shift their l tttntion back to Rach Gia. Wich 1he 
aid of all four IJi,,assaurs, 1.owrnmcot 11oops presK<l in 011 1he d issidenu: 
uound 1hc town. Durina. A pril rhe k adcr o r 1hc faction was captured and 
HOfJ lloo rnistaflC'C' collapsed. 

After thi~ e-'lroshc camp;iign the job of iubduing 1he Cao Oaists wru 
rcla1hcly mild in comparison. Vietnamese na•-al unil:s PfOvided only timi1ed 
~upport as ARVN troops captured the SCC't's capi1a l at Ta)' inh. This forced 
1Mir leader to nee and. with him a.one, 1he SC'l:t "'·o rked out an agr(CmcDI 
"'ith Diem "'"hcrC'by their rdf&ion wu lcplizcd and 1he)' in turn would sup
pon 1hc Diem a.o•crnmem. Thi} ended the 1:151 orpni7.cd rni11anC'C' from 
1~ 1hrcc 'roupj, althou,h a fr:w small b:rodJ continued to be a nuisance for 
1. pniod of l ime irtc,.,,"1rd$. 

A1 1he bqinnina. o f 1956. the Vietnamese ~avy or1anizcd i;ome of thcir 
brgcr !hips into an OCC'an 1.oing Sea For~. T"'"O main na•·al post ~ "'·crc i ct up . 
one at the southern l ip. and the o thcr near 1hc Dcmi1itarii.cd Zone (O~tZJ. 
Fi•e ~Zones "'ere sCl up and 1he Vie1namcsc bc&an pa1rollin' their long 
~!inc. Unfonunatcly. there were not nearly enous.h ships for 1his job and 
11!e \'ietnam~proposcd to tOOr US advi.i.on that a flee! offirty 141 motoriz
fd junks be orpnii.ed to supplement lhc e.~isrin& naval units. Howe>·er it was 
not umil the carly 1960's that steps \\'Cre 1aktn to impkmcn1 1his plan. 

Shonly :iftcr 1he formation o r 1hc Sca Force ii was called upon to protecl 
\'1ftn.imesc inl«nlJ in the P:uacds and Spra1ly l!laodt . located 200 miles: 
~tor Da Nang. T hC$C' islands wC'fe claimed b)· Vicmam, Na1ion1lis1 China. 
Communiit China. and 1hc Philippinct. ln June reports indicated 1hat 
Chillde Communis1 forC'CS bad landed Jn the Paniccls. To coun1cr this 1hc 
\ 'ktn;unc:sc: dispatched a PC, an LSM. t"''O LSILs, and a tcrritorial company 
of troops 10 prrison aud patrol the area. No acllon rnulttd. from this move
mnit of forces and the Vietnamese con1ir1t1cd 10 garrison 1hc islands 
1hroughou11hc 19Xls. 

ln other areas. 1hc VictnameSC" Na•·y also apandcd iu $Cope of operations. 
Durina Lhe fall or 1956 lt bc&an patrols out or Da Nao11os1opcommunist ln
filuauon from 1hcKa. Thc number of Dinassa111s wcrcincrC'&SC'd tosb "'ith 
ba!d at 1-\)· Tho, Cu lo, Vinh LOOI, Cat Lai, Clln Tho. and Long Xuyen. 
A! Dona. Ha. near the D~IZ, a small baK .... u sci up r1om which utility boars 
...ould carr)' ou1 inshore p.1.1rob alon1 rhe coast jusr sou1h or 1hc Zone. Fur
lhcr 50Uth. in the Gulf of Siam. na\-al units canied ou t l1'3inina and pauol 
oper1111ons in r~ponse 10 suppoKd Cambodian seizures: or VictnamCS'e 
Hshin& boats. All lhCSC' actious, though minor, combined to 11'.i•·c the nedgJina 
\'itsnamCK Na•')' confidence in itKlLand •·aluabtc 1rainini as foll seal' .... ,.r 
appro.ehcdlhc liny na1ion. 

(Right) The Vletnameu also converted a low LCMa to Commend 
Communlc1tlons 8oa!S (CCBs). This CCB has 1 2Qmm ca nrlOn In the 
bow tur11t and uveral mounh on the s tern tor ei ther .30 o r .50 caliber 
machlneguns. (US NttyY) 

(Abowe) An armed LCVP dapal1s 11s baae on a 1>.1lro l ttlong the My Tho 
rlwer. This crall, though modified by the French, wu ol Amfflcan 
origin and, with the aulvat ol US NayY advisors, formed lhe basis o l 
lhe early Brown Walar u nits w hlch lrled lo contain !he rising ll'ueat ol 
lhe Vlei Cong. (US Navy) 

tBetowJ A f1ench modll led American LCM which the Vterne mase In· 
hartled. Since many of l he French rivt1ine crafl were orig ina lly 
Amtrlean tend ing cra ft, spare parts were no problem once the United 
Stales begen supplylng a id to the Diem regime. (US Na¥~ 



The \lletnamHll modll led a number ol LCM5 for u111 11 fire supporl 
boels known es 'Monitors', and while ol the same gene ra l design, 
each lndlvldual boat varied In detail and armement. Each of lhese 
lhrH Monitors dlller from each other In severel weys. The lop one 
mounts a J7mm turret from a M·8 armored car and hes a Ila! bow. The 
middle Monllor hes e pointed bow with a 1peclally designed 40mm 
turret a nd a dllferent slern configuration than either of the others. 
The botlom Monitor, !hough lllled with the same llat bow as the top 
Monitor, carries the specially d esigned 40mm turret. The 40mm turret 
used on lhe mlddle end bottom LCMs would eventually become the 
standard armemenl on future Vietnamese Monitors and In a mod!Ued 
form would a lso be used by US riverine forces. fUS Navy) 

Conflict With North Vietnam 
By mid-1957, ii had b«omt obvious 10 Ho Chi ~ijnh that aoy hope of a 

unirled Vittnam under his leadership (i.e. communist rule) would only be 
brous.ln abou1 br force. Presidtnl l) icm had uccc::5$folly consolidattd hi~ 
po"l'"n and atablishcd 11 pro-,.·cs1ern JO>"trnmtnt in lhc south. Tiit com· 
munists immcdi:utly MJan a campaign of terror and viokncc against Ditm's 
nilt. In p;\rlicular. a peal deal oftbis acth·it)" IOOk plact in !ht Mekong Otha 
sou1hwei:t o f Saigon. lkcausc 1hc1e were fr:w r0.1d.s in this ~,.·.i.mpy delta 
region, tht Navy was called upcn 10 provide .wppon and 1ransportation for 
ARVN 1roops as chcr fought againsc the conm1uni51s. Tht N11·y pro>"rd ex· 
1reJ.Ticlycffrc1h·cin 1htMekongandroegismcdanum~(Of SuCOC:S$1:$inlhc 

(i1hcina. The Dinassauts had been renamed in che interim. now btin1 calkd 
River Assault Groups (RAGsJ. unrorwnat("!y tlti$ initial cmploymtnt o( the 
RAG$ against lhe oommunisu highli1h1cd a probkm which 'A11$ IO b'i" a coru;
tant soorct of irritation 10 1ht Vlctname# Na,·y. During these opetallO!Js 
Na•·)" uni1s came under cht conirol o( local Army commanders who u.·tit 
usually unfamiliar wi1 h naval tactics and PfObkms: Na>"al considcra1ions 
such as tkln. hmittd mannwtrina room. shallow w:utt, and wa1er obstruc
tions, u.·cre stklom tlktn into a~nt by Arm)" commarxkrs when p!.'.1nnin1 
operations chat includtd rivcrint uni1.s. A grt2t deal of animosi1y .,,·:u ctt111td 
when N:wa1 penonnc:l tritd 10 explain !hot problems to the Army. or u. htn u 
Na1·11l 101~ failtd lO carry ou1 an b'ia.ncd !ask b«ause of on<" of chCJC pro· 
bkms. Edutating lht Army to na~al timitalions wa.s 10 be a constant and on 
1oin,g problem for 1ht Navy 1hrou,ahouc Che war. 

Jn response to an incmut in communist 11c1ivi1y modo1 sttps !Kpn in 
1960 co expand and modemitc !ht"" Victnamnt Navy. The Na•·~· Stction of 
the US Miti1uy Assis1ance Advisory Group (MAAG) was increased to a 
$t1cn&1h o f sixty men to help with 1hisupa.nsion. Unfortunatcl)" lht program 
r~ulted in only a ma11inal incre~se In VktnalTl(":S(" n:l.\·al personnd, moot of 
"' hom wtrt a.u.i.gotd lo schorc csu.bllshmem.i, whkh u.·er~ b«oming 
diiJll'"Oportion111tly luge in rdacion co !ht openuionaJ force$ I hey suppor1ed. 
i;•·tn worse-. somt Vittnamnt comtnandcrs bfpn paddin& thtir pay101J with 
f.-. tse namcf and siphonin1 off cht money to chdr ou.n pri~·att accouou. Somt 
n<.'w cqui~nt, primarily pauol craft, were rectivtd. but the l1r1nt i~1e:ise 
in :ih!ps 1ook place within 1ht Junk Fort"t, a paramilitary unit compostd 
mainly of dviliaps undtr Navy offi~n. 

By the end of l96l, ii was apparent to US offieiab in Vktnacn tbat the ex· 
p:rnding war bting ,.11gl:'d b)'lhecommuniStsagajp51 Piemwouldrcqutrt 
!!I.Ort Amtrkan ad••isors. aid, and ponibly lim.itcd htlp by US operllional 
units. Almoit immcdia1tly US minN,.·ttpc:n (~tSOs) began opc-ra1in1 'A ith 



Somto lCVPs -r• llghUy armored for use In trans1><1rtlng pe,rsonnel 
•n.d cani.d only• few machine guns lor defense. TheH boeta were 
nol lnlanditd for use In river operaUons. This particular boet la cerry
l l'IQ Generel WHlmoraland, the US Commander Jn Vie tnam and 
Genaral Tran Ngoc Tam, Commanding General ot Vietnamese 
Rtglonal Forcas, on a tour ol lhe Rlnr Oalense Training Canter al 
S.lgon.(US Navy} 

\'ie1~ Na,·al uniu near the DMZ on ' barier' ~1rols in an ~11tmpt tocul 
do"'·nrommunist infiltration b>' StJ . lo Ftbruaryof l962. 1hcstpa1ioJswne 
t:\p.lndtd " 'htt1 Amtrican destroyer escons ( DEs) btjan similiar o~r.uioru 
l'll':U !ht Can Mau pminsula.. ThCS<: American uniu were noi allo"e-d to 
tTlll(t' 1ugds. bu1 used their radar to •·e-;1or Vicrnamt$C craft 10 suspicious 
1asvi:1. The$c: p:mols were suspended in la11.·sprin1 " 'hen linlecvidcn« o r 
lar1escakinfiltr:1111ionwasdi:sro~red. 

In ronjunction "'ilh 1his inili:ll deployment o r US sh.i115 10 work wi1h tin 
Vie1nam'5C Navy. the number of US advisors •~igned to 1he RAG1. 1he 
Junk ForttS. the Sea For«, and ~hore focili1i~ increa.s<d dn.matically. The 
opamion otall Upt'l"lS o f 1he US a.id prQ&r.llm in Vic1nam resulted in !he 
tt1ablbh1Tll'11I of 1hc Militaf)' Auistan« Command. Vietnam {MACV) in 
February of 1962. and 1hc formation of1hc: Headq uarters Suppon Acti"i1y in 
July, 

llo"·,..,·cr. tvtn "·ith thb increase in Amtrican commilmcnl to !he "·ar. lh-c 
:iit...alion oon.1i11ucd to dc1ctior11tc for 1M \'ic1namc'$C Armed Forces. Proroo
!ion in 1hc Army b)· paJi1kal infiuencc ra1hcr than ability ~··crl)· hurt leader· 
Ulip; and "hile nomp;om rorru(111on cnrkhtd thchiaher ranks, it •·h1ually 
dcpri'"Cd the cnlisttd rank$ ilK' mt<u1s 10 sustain their (amitics. The$t p10· 
bkuiscauscd a drop in Army morale and 11 con.K:Qucnt lack ofmotiva1ion in 
t.11ertdd. The Navy "''ll noi immune 1oconup1ion. and b«nuse 1ht Navy of. 
fntd smalkr risks. many of 1he richer ci1 r dwdlcn bribed 1hcir "·ay in10 iL 
M 1 1nult of these 11nd a1,htt probk1t1s an official f11c1 finding 1cam under 
Gmmll Mll:u,.ell Taylor arrh·td in VictNlm durinaOctobcr of 1962. 10 :assen 
1/w US and South Vicrnamcsc "'°llf effor1. From General Taylor's obstr•·a · 
tiom came rccommcnda1ions to incrcaj(' US aid a.nd support. Projtt1 ' Beef· 
Up' "''a.I' :It\ in mO(ion; more 1d•iso11, cquipme111 und monc)' were sent 10 
prop up Diem. In addition. oper21ional par1Kip.i1ion of US forco "·u in
crcasfd sobs1ami1lll)'. 

Ho"C"o·cr. ·Bctf-Up' could nm rc-·crsc the fal1ering Sooth Victnamc:sc 
Co"·ernmen!. Pla,ucd b)· political turruoi! . Diem bc;:amcc•Tn more rcprcuive 
1ndt1lina with hi$C>pp0$ition. In November of 196). 1his ltd 10 his overthrow 
111d mwdn by di~sidenl a rmy 1roops. Diem's dcmiscdid little to stabilize lhc 
sm~tion. The SUC'CCSSion of civilian and military govcrnmcn1s which follow· 
td.Dkm's oustina were unable to marshall public support, nor were !he)' able 
1odre.:th'dyp1osccutethc.,."11r. 

Th• Vle tn1mtse also obtained • number of 'tHHls which could be 
used for coastal patrol and had a shallow anough drsll lo also be us· 
td on lhe rinrs. long Dao {HO 321) Is an lnlanlry landing Ship 
(ler;•ltLSIL) which saw service with the US NHy es the LS IL 698 and 
th1 French as LSll 9029. Due to th• age ol meny ot those yessels 
spare parts were ha.rd lo come by and they were ollen oul ol comml~ 
slon.(US N1yYvlaCr1tssm1n) 

Thlrty·slx LCVPs were Ill tad w l1h armor and machine guns for usa by 
tht CIYll Guard Rl..,.r Patrol on the smaller 1IYers and c1n1l1 In lhe 
Mekong Delle. This cl11lllan dtlense unit was used lo aupplemenl 
1egular na111I forces but unlortunetely the lack ot funds , train ing, 
equipment. and 1ep1lr laclUUes t eYerely hampered the unit end 11 
nenr 1eally beceme an elfectl11e lighting force. (US Nayy) 

Ourina 1hU time frame 1he pcrform:ince of the Vietnamese Na'')' fell 
dnu1k:ill)'. Jn early 1964 It had a s1rcni1h of over 6.0ClO men. who Jlllnned 
fifty patrol aaf't and min~wt'Cpns. along wi1h o•·cr 200 rh'crint and t..m· 
phibious crilfl. but iu romribution to lht' ""11f cffon .... as minimal. .Raid)' 
"·ere 1he RAGs, Sea Force. or Junk unlu obit 10 field 31 more than fif'I)' pcr 
C'tt\l of I heir stren&th. And c~cn 1hesc opcr11ion.al fiaurts "·ercsusp«I. ~ine< 
operatiooal write figures "~re usuallr pnddcd wi1h adminis1ra1i,·e and 1uppl)· 
trip.s. T tlc o,·cr 700 US advisors who worked with these uniu •·oiccd com· 
plainis. bu1 little wa.s done to ellc-·iatc thc situation by the Vietnamese Com
mand. ln p;micular. the Junk Foree faced scvn f)1'0bkms. Seriously undt:r· 
manned, mueh of ill manpo"·er was aged or infirm.C'd rocn who had bccn 
for~'Cd inlo tM Junk Fora by pc:wc.rty or the loss of their livclyhood by the 
" ... , . 1'nd " 'hile 1hc Junk Force was gh·rn the re3ponsibility for curbina 1hc 
ttabomc infilmuion o f men and arros by the communists. it was ill prepared 
to effccth·cly carr)' out its miMion. 

T he innlmuion problem '*'"IS im·t'!ti11utd by MACV na•iil officers a.nd 
rcporlcd on ln cady 1964. Thu report indicated 1hat rhc increased lc•cl of in
filtration bytht North Victnamne, U)inahrni::s and 1ra1o·tco.1lon11hce«a31 , 
.... 3$ su(fident to support 1hc e~1'3nding guerrilla war bcina carried out 
again$! the &overnmenl of Sou1h Vietnam. The report also $laltd tNll liule 
was bcin1 done to Siem this flo" · by South Victnamm na•-al units. and 
rccommende<I 1hat US oa•·al units auamcn1 South Victnamnc ~uols. but 
poin1ed 0111 that rtiis would a<chie,·e only partial rnuhs unless Sltps wcre also 
implemented to block inl:ind innlmu ion rou1cs. Lastly. it ad•·iscd 1hat a forte 
nttdcd to be crcarcd for dcplO)')'Tlenl in 1hc Mekong Odta to prc\'ent Viti 
C""! (VC) innl1ra.1ion and supply 1110.,emcnts in 1his rq:ion. 

While this report "") bci.ng e•·1tua1cd, the posture of 1he " 'llr chanacd 
dram:ttically. In May of 1964 MACV absorbed the old MAAG orpni1.ation. 
ConSHuttion of new na•·al facilities wt"re sl;irtcd al various po!U along 1he 
coas1. and new rh'CT pauol crafl (RPC) dnlgns were e~alualC'd and ordcrcd. 
Then. in A ugust, American dc:moyers on pa1rol fr1 the Gulf of Tonkin wnc 
auacktd by North Victnamcs.e PT boll1s. In rc:spanlC lo 1his a1tack the Con· 
vcu of rhe United Slates paSlcd lite 'Gulf of Tonkin Resolution' which cf. 
fte1i\•tl)' ga1·e P residtflt Johnson 1hc power 10 " '1\g( war acros.s the cnhre 
!ens1h and brcad1h of N01"1h and South VictQID. The stage "~s no ... · l'C1 for 
.•\ meric-an na"al forces: to Ta kc an acti"e role against 1hc rommunil'I fOfCd. 

Nguyen Doc Bong (H0·231) a Support Landin; Ship (la1ge) (LSSIJ. 
s its al 1nchoron lh• Ban ac. rtver s outh of Sslgon. This s hip lormerly 
served wllh the US Nav'I as LSSL 129. 1111 armod with a 3 lnchgun In 
lhe bow, a p1lr of twin 40mm turrets lore and all. plus a number o l 
20mm cannons. Thes e boi ls could prowlde a high 'tOlume ol llre dur· 
Ing an engagement and 1h0Jr relall11ely shallow draU enabled lhem to 
support Vietnamese forces both along the coast and lar up major 
rivers. (US Na yY via Cressman) 
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During the .. rly 1980s the South Vletna(l'lese attempt&d to augment Small RAG b0al1 carrlad bOth .JO and .50 callber m1chlna guns but 
their nawal forces with a coastal junk force mann&d by local clv1111n were llghlly armored and could not sland up lo llr• from • welt ai1· 
defense forces. However, tha lnltlal attempt laltad to achlava maan- eculad communist ambush. This crall cruise& along a canal which 
lnglul results due to lhe callber of manpower and lhe lack of Initiative bisects a small vlltage In Iha Ca Mau panlnsula. Olten then Viet-
on the part ol regular navy personnel uslgned lo the proJect. Thi s, nameH Navy patrol boats wera lhe only cont1ct vlllages daep in the 
along with corruption and old equipment seriously hampered the Della had with Iha central government. (US Navy) 
force's elfec:llvenass until more modem junks were procured and the 
status of the force was raised. This junk returns with troops after a 
lrultlass saarch mission looking !or Via! Cong troops. (US Navy) 

.. 

(Above) A CCB moves along a river during operations against guerrltle 
forces south ol Saigon. Nole how the yessel has been heaYlly 
camouflaged In an 11tempt to b1eak up Its outllna. A US advisor can 
M s .. n standing amid ship with the c..ptaln of the CCB. (US Navy Yla 
Cressman) 

This LCM walls lor the Ude lo go out before It can proued under tha 
bridge In the foreground. Such problems ware ollen encountered dur· 
Ing rlverlna operations, but the Navy lound U dlfflcult to convince the 
Army th•I such things hid to be consld1R1d when p141nnlng a joint 
mission against the VC. (US Army) 

(Below) Linh Klem (HQ-:226} patrols along the lower rHches of the 
Long hu RI~., near the Rung Sat Special Zon•. • partlcularly 
lroublesome gu•rrllle stronghold st1addllng the main Rh1er channel 
lo Saigon. This ship hed formerly served with the Fr•nch ss the Ar
quebuse and wu formerly a USN Landing Crall Supporl (lCS). (US 
N1vy vis Cressman) 



{Above) Camoullagfll RAG boats and their crews awall the retum ol 
ARVN troops lrom 1 sweep ashore. Atert1pl1 lo concaal riverine boats 
with paint or al least to break up their outline proved lo be rel1Uvety 
l111tleelive and by lhe mld·1960s camoullage had almost ceased. (US 
Navy) 

!R!Qhl) River Patrol Crall (RPCJ were designed lo replace some ol lhe 
older French boats used by the Vlelnameu. A few RPCs were used 
by the US tor mlnesweeplng but the majority served with the Viet· 
namese Navy. The RPC c1rrled both .30 and .50 callber machlneguns. 
(US Army) 

(81low) Ollen times the only means ol getting men .1nd supplies lo 
sllH In the Mekong Delta wH by water. This LCM has jusl arrive<! al 
11'11 Isolated outpost ol Ly Van Minh with a load of construction 
ma11rlals. (US Atmy) 

IS 



(Above) Attempts were m•de lo modernl:ze the Junk Force In the 
mld· l960s. Newer, molorlled junks were 1cqulred to repl•ce the old 
unpowered Junks which were either discarded or molorbed. The 
lo1c1 was enntu1lly 1bsorbed Into lh1 regul1r Navy which helped Im· 
prove morel•, p1y, ind tt1lnlng. (US N1vy) 

(Below) The Nguyen Ngoc Long (H0·230) on the Go Cong rl111r. 
Though lhHe LSSls carried 1 l1lrly h11vy complement ol 1rm1m1nt, 
their hlth prollle made them HSY targets lor Vlel Cong gunners on 
shore; 1 number ol the LSSls sullered severe d1m1ge when caught 
In ambushes. Bui whlle the high s\lhouelle ol the brtdge pro¥ided 1 
templllliJ terget II also gave the crew a good vantage point lrom 
which lo dlr~I fire on the guerrillas. (US Navy) 



THE UNITED STATES 
BROWN WATER NAVY 

COASTAL FORCES 
Market Time (Task Force 115) 

Tk fiut large sale optralional panicip;u ion of 1hc: US Na•·y in 1he Viti· 
llll!1 War came about due: to an aC1ion known as lhc: Vung Ro/flddtnt. On 16 
feb~T)· 1965, a US Army helicopter 1pot1td a hca11ily camoun1Jtd 1rawkr 
b)'iJ\l in Vuni Ro Bay norrh o r Nha Trang. Air 5lrikn ,.·ere calltd in on the 
~hore'd ~hip and sracksof supplies on the: beach. A f1n 1hc:1niwkr 5C'l11ed in 
the shallo-1.· wa tCT plans ,,.·nc: made 10 send A RVN troops aboard na•·y ship~ 
to d1ttk out the uc:a. Howc:•·er, due: 10 con Okting o rders and Vic:sna.me:g in
t111nns linlt "''"done 10 s«u1e the aiea for swo da)'$. During the: interim the: 
VC " 'U able: 10 salvqc: m0$1 of the weapons, a.mmunition, and mediCll sup
pl Id Still aboard the: 11111.,.·lcr , and whc:n ARVN forces finally cook 1hc: area li1-
Lie ¥11-U left, much to the disgust of their American ad•·isors. 

Out 10 1hc: no...- bla1ant S<'abomc: infiltration by the VC, and the dhmal per
forma0« of VietnamC'l'e for ces, General Wes1morcland requested a mtttins 
.,.ith top [c,·el US Na•·y commanders 10 d iscuss lhe incident . Held on J 
MM<'h, the joint confcrencc-. after in.-estiga1iO£ the action . recommended 
th.at tilt US Navy take a dire<:t role in interdiclins seabornc infil tration , both 
u a m~ns of stoppi[IJ it, and in~pirir1g the Vietnamese to do a more 
cr(ditabk job. 

This recommenda tion won almos i immedia te appro~al from 1he J oim 
Chiefi of St2ff and on 16 March 1wo do:-s1royc1s, the H iabtt (DD 806) and 
mack /DD 666) bqan patrolling off the: co:ut . The: dest royers wCTc joined b )" 
Na•")' 1'·2V Neptunes from Tan Son Nhut airbase which had begun aerial 
sun·eillanccshort ly after 111<: March mcetins. A w·cck la!er. on 24 March . the 
optralion rttti>·cd tile: code name MARK ET PLACE. 

Within a $hort time 1hc: sea and air forces tngagcd in MARK ET PLACE 
h.ad incrascd sutniantially. By lhe beginning of Apri l twem)·-eight ships , 
u.ndcrthccon1rol ofTask Forcc 71 (TF7 J) wc-rcoperatingoffthc Vietnamese 
cou.t. To coomer infihra1ion close inshore, fast patrol craft (PCFl ), called 
'S.,.ifh", wen: introduced to C'3 rT)' out cl0'$e in-shore patrol work. To fu n hcr 
ruppkmcrlt lhC$C new asseu 1he US Coasl Guard was ordered to deploy 
Squadron One. composed of sc.-cmcen 82 foot cutlers (WPB~). for $Cr.·ice 
.,..i!hTF71. 

By l;ue spring. it was dC'CidC'd in Washing1on to transfer con trol o l'TF71 to 
the US Na '11l Command in Sair.on. In AllgUlil this was formaliud wh('n 
operational conrrol of 1hc force puSW from the Pacific Fl<'Ct 10 Genera l 
W~imorcland. At the same time the commander of TF 71 rel inquished hi$ 
control of 1ht 13.Jk force, it .,..as rcdcsig.na1cd to TMk Force I 15 (TF I BJ 
undC'T1hecodenameMarkctTime. 

One ot lhe llrsl shows o l United Sla1es supporl for 1he newly eon· 
s t11u!ed Republic ol \lletn1m wlS 1 \llsll b-y 1n American destroyer 
squadron In October ol 19SJ. The Ftaleher class destroyer. USS 
Dorich 100·670), ulled up lh• rl'ler to Selgon tor a two day "lsll. (US 
Na"y) 

Durin1 this pc-riod, che firll 5ignificant contact bnwCTn the US Navy and 
l'C. since the V11ng Ro lncidtnl. took place when 1hc USS Duck (DD 76]) 
sponC'd 11 junk Iha I '"°'U ac1in1 s1ranscly. The dcsnoycr slopped the »CSSCI and 
upon ~rdins found arms and supplies aboard. The crew was taken into 
custody and 1h<:y, •long with the matcri;'ll , WCTe turned over 10 the South 
\'icmamcsc. Howto"CT, despiic this su~ful encoun1cr the forec1 available 
10 Market Time wCTe meichcd 1hi fl. cspccfally for in-shore work. This was 
broU&ht to the auenlion of Defense S«:reiary !>.lcNamara durins one of his 
fad findin.s minions to VicLnam. As a result, !he number of Swift ~IS w·u 
incrcas<'d from 1hir1y-si,. to flfl )··four. and were divided cqua.11)' belwettn 
bases at \'uns Tau, Qui Nhon. 1ind Cam Ranh Day 

To regullw: lhe ac1i.-ities 1enera1cd by !he sudden innux of Amerioln 
fored, T F I JS ie'I up nine coastal pallol arC'ali. Each stat ion was roua.hly thir · 
1y 10 forty miles in ,,.·idth 11nd ei1h1y to one hundred twenty mites Jons. Each 
h11d dtllc:r a destroyer escort (OE) or mincsw«-prr !.MSO) :usigned to it. At 
ei1her end of 1hc coasL of Vietnam , Coast Guard cut 1eu from Squadron One 
SCI up barrier patrols. As opcra1ions continued throush !he summer and fall 
ofl 96S. navalauthorities , inSfp Lcmber . reviewed1he overallsilll3t ionand 
struc1ure of Market Time form. i\s a rcsul1 of 1his 1evicw. a 11umbcr of 

As ttt. Untied Stele& became more deeply Involved In the Vietnam 
conlllct 11ddltlon1l 1d'llsors were sent 10 work with Vietnamese Naval 
units. These American N&\t)' olllcers wait aboard a command junk 
prior to an operation by Vlatnamau lorcas. The Vlelnameso 
crewmen near the bow is wearing a Franch helmet. A USN LST can be 
Han moored In Iha background . (US Navy) 
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US advisors worktd with lhe Vietnamese Novy in all lacets 01 neul 
o~rallons. This ad11lsor, Lleutenanl (JG) Jim Foughl. armed wllh an 
M·l4 rme, served with a junk unit along the cout lo counter com· 
munlst lnfUlratton from the sea. Air recognlUon markings are painted 
on the deck so that US or \/NAF aircraft would not attack the Junk by 
mlstake. (USNavyl 
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The enemy also tried lo mo11e malerlal by ocean going 11essets. such 
as lhis trawler. It 11tas lhe botched handling by lhe Vietnamese Navy 
ol the lnlercepllon of an enemy trawler at Vung Ao Bay thal resulted 
In th• deployment ol US Naval lorces one t.ub&lenltel basis In lo Viol 
namese waters. (US Navy) 

The Viet Cong were 1upplied lrom the sea by a variety ol cr•ll. Small 
coastal junks, such as this one, were oHen used to move urns and 
supplles from communist enc1!111es along the northern coast lo areas 
furl her soulh. Because ol lhe'large number ol be.ls plylng the coast, 
surveillance was a serious problem. (US Na11y) 



(Above) for close-In work Patrol Crall, Coastal (f asl) (PCFs), 
nicknamed 'Swlll boats', wilh !heir shallow drat! were Ideal. These 
l>oats, modllled from crow boals used to serve comme1cl.al oll rigs, 
ca1rl1d a lwln machine gun turret atop the cabin and morlar/machlne 
gun comblnallon alt. (US Navy) 

(Below) Markel Time, as !he coHlal lorcn ol tho 'brown w11ler navy' 
was code named, was composed of a number ol dillerenl uni ts. 
Destroyers (ODs). desl royer escorts (DEsJ, and minesweepers(MSOs) 
such as USS Pledge (MS0-492) seen here, p;,trolled the oce.:in out to 
forty mil&& l rom the Vietnamese coasl. {US Navy) 
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(Abon) Closer to th& shore th• Coasl Guard kepi an eye for small (B•low) A•rlal s urnlllanc• WH provldad by N• 'l'f patro l squadrons 
vessels which operated In lhe sh11lowe1 coastal re g ions . The USCG operaUng a number ol dlllere nl • ircrall types. This SP-2H Ne ptune 
cutl&t Polnl Young (CQ 82:!03) Is pattoltlng a few mlles oll the coasl ch.cks oul a junk south ol \lung hu, ,..porting Its pos ition to Markal 
on e cle ar day. At nigh I or In lnclemenl weather Iha c ulta1s used radar Time surface cr1fl . The ahc111! l1 lrom \IP·I and lnlllelly op&feled out 
to s pot s us picious lralllc. These cutlers were armed wllh lour .60 ol Tan Son Nhut a irfield 11orlh of Saigon. (US Navy/ Naval Avia tion 
calfbar mac hine guns fn single mounts on the Siem a nd a comblna- History vie Grounlck) 
lion mortarf.50 c aliber machine gun In the bow. (US Coast Ouard vii 
Classmtn) 

re..--omm<"nd11ions were made 10 incr('aJ.(" TF 115'1 dfocii\·enc:ss. Thesc 
nxommC'(Ld;uioM included 1n increa:st of off.shore p;urol shif>$ from nine lO 
fourtttn and 1he addl1ion of another 13dar equipped LST to supplemen1 the 
1h1cc already oprn!lling in 1he M(kOn.g Otha. The numb« of ~maU crafl was 
also frh to bot undcrsirength. This kd to an increa~ in 'S,.,·ift' bo..11( 10 cight)'
four :md lhc: WPBs 10 IWC1ll)"·1ix. 

The most sia.nirinint r«onm1cnd11.tion niadc ,.,.as to ~rablish a r/vtr fXllrOI 

f ortX lo opwue 11.loni rhc: major rivers in spc.;:ially equipped LST,. This forc:c 
was not 10 be par1 of TF ) 15 but rnthet a separate unit $i1Kt' its function, 
rnpomibili1y, and employment would be quite: different from ~lukct Time 
forc:c:i:. This dtcision would open up ll lotally ntwarea of opcrntioru 10 naval 
fore • and brine US s.ailo1s ' "ircu .. Uy Into hand to hand eomba1 with com· 
munist troops. 

PSM MarUn llylng boatt; were u1ad untU their wlthdr1wal f1om 1cllv6 
duly In 1867. Thu& seaplan1s operated from lende rs bU•d 11 Cam 
RanhBay and Cong Son Island. Thia MarUn. lrom VP-48, Is balng 1111ed 
o ul ol the water by Iha tende r Pin• lslend tor malnlane nce. The sym· 
bole jusl be h ind lhe lraU!ng edge of the wing repreaenl a lghlun 
s hips s ighted by Iha aire r.a ll du ring lie numerou s pelrols. Juat u11der 
the cockpit 15 tha 1lrc '8fl's name, ·Road Runner·, end a d rawing or the 
popul1r cartoon ch11acler. (US Navy) 
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Aerial Surveillance 
Addhional Market T ime ~urfacc: veuel~ incTca~ iu survcillan« 

capabili1in;bu11herewasstlllnoccnoughshipstoadequa1elyp.111rol rhe la1gc: 
c:Xpa!U(: ofotcan off the V1C1namcsc coasc. The NaV)" lherc:fored~ddcd to in· 
crease 1he numb-tr o f aireraJt a,'3.ilabk to the: commander of TF I IS for 
patrol work. Addi1ion1l P-2\' Ncptunn; btgan Oying OU\ of Tan Son Nhul lo 
supplemcm 1tlt original Neplunc: force which had bc&un pauolling earlier 
1tia1 spritig. These Ncp1unn ,.,·ere gi\·en rnponsibilil)" ror thcuca from Vung 
Tau south 10 An Thoi, ""hkh included tl:lc virnl Mekong t>c:ha and tht major 
ri,·cn whkh dinec1td this important populariou lmd agricultural area. 
Aidina tht P-2\' Ncptunn "'-"trc P-5 Marlins. 1he last opcr.a1ional flyini boo1 
in the US Na,·y in\'tn1ory. The Marlins, iupportcd by seaplane 1em:kn 11 
Cam Rahn Uay and Con Son Island. fiew daily missions o,·cr Ille numerous 
ri\·c:rs and cana:ls of 1he delta region until 1967. By 1hcn. 1hcrc were enough 
land based patrol aireraft a•'ailablc to allow th.c Na•T 10 ph1$C oul lht 
Marlins "'-"hkh '4Cft not as ropable and were mort cosi ly 1oopcra1e 1han 1heir 
Jandbased .::oun1crpa11s. 

The job o f pauolling the arc:a from Vuna Tau nor1h m 1hc DMZ was rhc 
rei;poruibility of p .J O rioiu. bucd at Sanaky Point in the: Phillippinn. With 
mol'C" sophisticated. l'Jdar, the Orion$ wc:re ideal for covcrin3 1his broad ex
panse of Ott.an . The 1'-l"s rall£C and bcLtc:r crew facilitio: also allo"·cd ii to 
sla)" on station longer D.nd cut down on the po~sibillly of the VC slippina 
ship:s throug.h the area during transi1 timc. A.s the "'Ollr proarcsscd p .Js c.~
p:mdtd their opuations and replaced the ~larliM . They also began rotatina 
out of Cam Rah Bay where rhcy were joined by 1dditional Nep1uncs. Lare in 
1hc war Ncptun~ were also phased ou1 with P-)s O rions ID.king o'·cr all Navy 
p.11rol rnponsibilitie$. 



These P·3s l rom \/P-50 sit et !he 1lrlleld nH r C1m Ranh Bay surround· 
td by barb.cl wire end 1rmed gu.1rds agalnsl communls l sabotage. 
Normally Orlons ojMratad out ol the Phllipplnes whlle Neplunes tlaw 
hom basH In Vietnam. (US NavyJN1val Avlallon History via 
Grossnlck) 

Harbor Defense 
\l'hile )l.larket Time·s primary responsibility w9s 10 patrol 1hc: c:oa.sta l 

•a.ten *'Kl cul off rnemy supplio ii aha had the responsibili1y for harbor 
dtkn5e 11 the five m.1in pon.!i of South Vil:tna.m. In 1%4 l'kf Con& ~"'·im
inm had ana("hcd e.1plosh·c:s 10 a US aircraft transport ui Saigon a nd sank 
tilt" Jhip ac ~r bcnh. Rcalil.ins the nttd 10 prot«I ships apiM• such a11acks 
th( N.wyc;,me up wi1h 1~conapt ofSou1h East Asia &mi-Pe1ma~nt H:ar
bof 1'1otMion !SE.ASH AMI') 10 toun1cr this new c-nemy threa1. 

Ai1er a pc-1iod of uial and error SEASHAllP C"o"oh·ed imo • formaliud 
llll:Uri1y 1.iruC1ure made- up of th1c:c: componc:m~. Ai each harbor a si1c: was 
1tl«ltd for a bale oi openuiom; and main!C"lllnct facilit)". This balt of 
opmlions facilit)" hoo~ed the pcrwnntl ntt<kd to pro,·ilk loeistics and ~up
!)Ol"t for tht patrol unit~. In addition chis sire: all.a con1aincd 1he Harbor En
l.fll1("tCenm1I Post <HECI' ) which fu11C1ioncd u a command post which was 
('Qllippcd with radios. radar. a nd a plot of all the ~hips m 1hc: harbor. From 
t/lc HECP pauol boats "'"ere controlkd and ' 'cctored 10 su~piciouJ lltgeu 
m1ciin1 the harbor. The second componc:nc o f SEASHAP was the Harbor 
P111ol Elmim1 (HPEJ m1de up o f patrol ~Is and 1hoeir crewl who kepi 1h11: 
lwbor under cons1an1 patrol and monlmred 1he vas1 arra)' of small ("raft 
which plied the h:ubori. These H PE bo;iu normally ("arried 1hcir O"n radar 
and l'CTe armtd "'·ilh ma("hioc: rims and a varic1 y of small arms for use b)'the 
C"fe"'o". A wide varil:1)· of boot types were mtploytd by 1he HPE indudins 
BDMon Whalers and picket boa.is bw the backbone of ttt<= HPE wu 1hc: 
LCPL )l.1arl: XI. a thirty-six foot long utility boot. The final ("Omponc:ni of 
ead1 SEA.SHARP unit ... ·;iis an Explosive O rd.na nct Disposal (EOD) tam 
.. hkh ns responsible for making in~pec1ions o f ~hip hulls :md anchonse 
~nn. 

A~ the ron«pt of harbor deferllC rvolved, SEASMARP 11o·u redesisn11ed 
the lnshort Undersea WaJ Group {IUWG). with each unit bring gi,·rn 11. 
dtsianatioo from one 10 fi,·c. Tiie parem orpnizacion wu Mine Force 
Pltirl(" Fkc1. c:-·en though they functioned under TF 115. Durina the period 
1n .. "hicil the IUWG "'"as irainina and ~ina deploytd the 1a.sk of harbor 
dc(eMt fell upoo Mobik IU!hore Undersea War Survcilla nc.: (MIUWS) 
!tam .,.hidJ .. -ne M"lll T DY from their home pons in the Uni1td SUl!e:J. 
Thew units .,.·ne capabk of deploying on !lion notice: for a 1imiced t ime to 
po1u in ho!ti\c areas. Ho"'·c:,·cr . 1hey lacked the capabilit)" o r Ion& term 
("Ulpjo)mcn1 and .,.·ere witbdra"''n when the IUWGs be<:ame operational. 

With thrir e-ie:uion in 1967. the lU WGs took o,·cr the bulk of harbor 
dcf!mt$ in 1M fi•·e pons where !hey "'·ere stationed. Howc'"er , harbor 
defense "''IS sc-p:lratcd from pos-t murity which was 'h(" 1c-sporu-ibilit)· of the 
Army. TIIC divkion of1hnc duties bctwttn the l"''Olotrvices "'"11.S arrh·ed :u by 
a 'tr)' simple means. As lo"' as a ship "'11.S not tied up 10 a pier IUWG 
dctachme-ins "'·ert rnponsible for it.s security. On« 1ht ship moored 
llonpidc:a pier. tlw A.rmy took o,·er SC'Curity. Theonlyuception IOthisdi•i
mn of rcsponsibili1y wu al 1he por1 of Da Nana where the NaV)" carried ou! 

both IMh undCT thcodir«tion of Naval Support Ae1ivitic:s (NSAJ Da Nang. 
T he lUWGs were responsible for the dden,;c of their rcspt.;-m·e harbors. 

The HarOOr Encrance Ccmrat Pust kept a ctOSt wat("h on the o•·eralJ :an
chorage, •nd lite sm11ll patrol craft of the H PE m11.m1a.iocd ' 1su;11J con!a("I 
O\"tr chelr indi\"idual pattol arc~~. !heir primary job bcinJ to tk1cr 11ucmpt~ 
by VC swm1mers a nd smaU CTaf1 to carry Diil sabotage millions. To do thi~ 
H PE ("ICw• o fc("n spent a.~ much as ,,,.·eh·e hours Of\ pa1rol ch«kins out tilt 
muhituUe o f dvtlian junh and 1rawlcrs which plied chc harbors daily. To aid 
the H l'E in chcir Kar("hn !ht Vit1namcse Nary o r National Police pro,-idcd 
inlrrpretc-rs to assist the Amerkant. In asinsle da)·'s p:ilrol HPE aews mi$h1 
uamine hundreds of small crafl, and while this t:uk pro'ed monoconOtU 
sa.ilOfs or 1he H l'E still had m be constantly a!c:rr . bcc:uusc: if the HPE failed 
10 det«1 an lnfillra1ing group o f sabol.eurs, the c-nem>· stood a sood ehance 
of inOieting }Cl'erc dam~JC to 1he moored ship$. 

The JUWGs r("maintd in Victna n1 until 1971 when 1hey "Cl(" pulled out as 
pa.rt of the American wi1hd1aw1! prOtj.ram. The Viel Con& wcrt never abk 10 
mount an dfo:ti•·t ubocase c-.ampaiJn asalnst the •·arious an("horages undtr 
IUW pr01tt1ion. Some damage "as done by !he enc-my, buc it "'":U ofa minor 
nam~ and 1~ vc nc-ver accompli~hcd anrtllin& of sisnifkana. Upon 1hcn 
rcdc-ploymeni s11111;1ide. harbor dc-frnsc: was turned o,·cr lO the Vicrnamc:sc
Na.-y, bul J.Om(" IUW perwnnel remained behind to l<:rve ai; ad,·iwrs. Wi1h 
chc:ir help the Vict1111.mc:sc "''tfe ;iibk lO kttp 1he harbor$ $11fe. When the final 
pullout of US troops occurred in 1972, 1111d rhe Vietnan)(le took o,·,r harbor 
st'("Urhycompkltly rhcycontinued to kttp tllcaochora1"St"rurc:un1il chc 
final col!apscof1hc:coun1n· some 1hrcc:ye;ars later. 

United States Coast Guard 
As in pajt .,.-ars the United S111cs COl$t Guard Wl$ ("ailed upon 10 i:upple

mem US N:wal forc.::i. in the "'Ir wne. Due to 1ht ll:n'kc"s role in coastal 
~trol and rn("ue i1 had a numbc:T ofcrafc 1ha1 wcre sp«ifkallydnisned for 
in-shore "'·ork . Thus. in lht call)· ph:ue of Markc1 Time the USCG boats 
bore- mu.-h of tht coastal patrol " ·01k until addicional USN asse1s were able to 
take 01·cr 1hc work load. The initial rcquc:st for USCG anis1an~ came In 
mid -AprjJ o f 1965 "'·hrn •lie ~~cary of the Navy inquired about a"ailable 
asscu from theTrcasu,-y Dcp.a11mco1. undtr whi("h chc:Coost Guard opera led 
d uring preacetime. Af!er a series of inteoiews bclwccn lhc: officials coo.."""Crn
td. it "'"1$ d«idcd 10 deploy sc,·cmecn 82 foo1 p;mol boa1 (WPB$) for 111-
shorc "'ork aloni 1hecou1 of Vkrnam. By the end of )l.-!ay thcboali llad h«n 
loaded aboard carto ships ind were on 1hcir "'"UY 10 Subic Ba.r in the Philip
pines whi("h "'"" to Kl"\'(" .u :m advanced training fadlil)• to rndy the cre"'s 
for dcploymcm to !he war zone. Personnel of 1he fiNt uni!. Coast Guard 
Squadron One {RONONEJ . ... -as ("Omminioncd on 27 May 196S al the Coast 
Guard boa.scat A.kme-da, California. re..'"'Civiqan in1ensctourscin survival 
i rainin& followins ("Ommissionin&. along with insmu;tion on "'ca.J)O"~ 

~)"SICTnl. patrol procedurc:s. combat indoc1rina1ion. and a varic"l)" of oiher 
fubjtc!i !n prepo.nnion for their ~vie.: in Vic1nam. Upon c-omplelion ofthi1 
1raining 1he officer:.; and men follo"'·ed their W P ll..s to Sub1c Ba.y 11o·hc:re 1he)· 
took. pan in refl'eshcr uainins ltnd put 1hcir cuuers through 1hal."cdo"'·n 
("Tulsa. 

By mid-July, rhe firn of 1he squadron"s 1 ... -0 ~ub-unils. Division T"-d'c. 
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In the mld-1960s • new type o l ship wu sent to Vl1tn1m lo • WI M1tk&I 
Tim• lorces. This IH I new motor gunbo•I {upd•l•d to p1trol gunboat 
In 1967)ga v& lhe navy th• a bll lty 10 br1ng a re latively heavy llrt lo bear 
o n ln·shore patrols hom a ship o l fa lrly s h•llow d r•lt. USS G•ltup 
(PG-85) moves a l hig h s pe ed through the coast1l w a ters oil Vla lnam. 
11 ls cla imed th1 t this class ol ship was eble to go fro m 0 lo '10 knots 
In s!d y seconds . {US Navy) 

"'~S opnauonal and on 15 July it d<."p:incl Subic B;iy for Da Nang ne:1r 1he 
DMZ. Di,i5ion EJe ... en .,..u rtady b)' 20 July and .sci sail for An Thoi in 1hc
Gulf ofT)lailand. Al month's end. Tas.k Force llS ()l.\arkct T1rnt) was o f
nd.ally e$-.ablishC'd and RONONE became p:<rl of the orPllfr.ation. To coor
dinate- the numnoll! uni1:s whkh corn prised TF I IS, fh·e Coa.S111l Sun·cill.ance 
Cc-nters CCSCl) were- ~I up a1 Da Dang, Qui Nhon. Nha Trang.. Vun.& Tau, 
and An Thoi. Worl;ini with these- (enter$ RONOi\'l! cul1<"T'$ Wt{c assigm:d to 
differtnl patrol mu ion~ of( tht northern and sou1hem <"nds of Vic1nam. A t 
th~ st.ations the cuucrs came urn.\er the dir~1ion or 1he mineswttpcr or 
destroyer e.scon 1ha1ma.intainC'd1he outtr b:uriC'r pauol, and whkh pro,,ided 
the Coosl Guard Niters "'ith radar and na ... ls,ational aids. In tum the USCG 
CUl!eT'$ pro•·idC'd Jimilu aid to US ind Viernamt3'e unns 0 11 in-shore p>itrol. 
and, if the nttd arose, abo provided fire support. 

Durinl lhis ur!y period USCG cu11e1s lnter(CJHtd numcrou~ junks and 
~mpans tarJ)·in,g enem)· sotdien and/or JuppHcs. Someiimet resistance oc
cuned but 1he eu11er's .SO i:;1libcr machine 1uns and mortar5 were morc fhan 
a m::Uch fo1 the small tums fire the)' encoontt'fC'd. In addition 10 lhCff 
fircfighu tlK WPB< wert called upon on se•·eral oc:t"1SiOM 10 pro,,Kfe support 
for US S~ial For~ :1.nd AMVN uniu along the cObl. During 1hese 
enaagemcnu 1hc indirect fire of1hc S.I mm mor1ar on tht bow of th~ cutlers 
pro"cd to be cs~iall)· effective in providing fire Jupporl am.I Illumination at 
nigh1. 

Whik1hc 1.,.·0Co.as1 G uard di,islons wertdoioga good job in their rcspec
th·c S«1ors. the ,.. hole cenu;1l coas1 of South Vietnam "'-as unC(J\'CT<:<i. To 
allc-·iate th1~ problem nine addition:i.I Coa~t Guard euucn: were reassigned 
from Olhn duties to form a third di,•ision to ro•·er the vital ccoter :i.rca. Di>·i
sion Thirtocn ... a~ official!)· formro on 12 0C'ttmbcr J96S, and ready for d uty 
in early Fcbruarrof 1966. 11 left Subic !lay o n 12 February for VungTau and 
by Lhc end of the month it~ cuuers .,..·crt on st:ttion alonµide other Market 
TimeforcH. 

Throughout lhe spring all thrtt d i,,ision had numerou.'i run-ins "''i1h small 
Junks c-arrying «>nlraband, and carried out the occasional fire suppor1 mis
don for troop$ ashore-. In ~fay t)lc action hca1C'd up, The euuer Po.int Grey 
(WPB 82324) ..amc aCTos:s n l 20 fool trawler ntar 1ht Cau Mau peninsula 
whkh aetC'd •·er)' suspicious. Whrn 1he curter mo"C'd in 10 in.-cs1ig;i:tc. 1hc
trawltr, in an effort IO e.Kapc, bc~chC'd i1self. The O tey cried to put a ~r
din& pany on 1hcship, but in1cnstnu1oma1icfire from the beach forced the 
cutler a"'-ay. Calling for bad-up, rhc Grey wasjoinC'd by the Point Cypress 

(WPB 82J26)and sank the lrawlcr in shallow water. Na")' dhcu later s:ih""ai
t"d a huge 1mouo1 of weapons and ammunicion. 

A monlh later, on 20 June. a 98. foot tr1twlcr was spoucd by !he Poim 
Lcaauc (WPB S.ZJO.&J nea..r Vung Tau. A1 rhe culler a,pproaehC'd, she came 
under fire from the tr•.,..•lcr. 1"hc Point Ltague return('(:! the lirt rordng 1hr 
trowkr 10 turn shOrC"f>llrd in an a1tempt to escape. Hearint the CU!lt'f's call 
for assistance. lht Poim Slocum (WPB 82Jl3) and Point Mudwn (Wl'B 
82322) soon arrh·C'd. by which 1ime the tia.,.·ler had bttn forced ag1ound. 
A flcr being boarded, 1he ~hip "'"as refloatcd and wwcd b.1ck to Vung Tau 
"'here SC\'eral tons of arm~ . ammuni1ion, and medical supplics were un
CO•crC'd in her holds. 

The 1est of the sumlT'er sa"'· liulr lK"tion wi1h lht enemy but 11 case of 
mistaken iden1i1y rnultcd inn u·agk incident. During routine niiht p:urol 
ne:tr 1he D~iZ in A u1us1 the Point Wtlcomc.(WPB 82J29) "'"al il luminatnl b)' 
friend!)" aircraft. Despitcattt'l'llpls to idfnlifyhentlr, thecuut'f wasa1tacked 
by tht aircuft and r~cl,·cd ~ numbcr ofhlts. llurning, theeuner was beach
«! and the crew abandon('(:! h"r in the fJ.cc of cominuini am1cks. When lh' 
ac1ion was finally o•·e1, two Co&il Gu11.rdsmen were dead and 1h1tt were 
.,.·oundcd. The Point WdC(Jmc.. SC\"<."reh· darua1cd. wu C' "entually 1cfloa1cd 
and 1owcd to Oa Nani for re-pain:. 

During 1he rcmairn.ler of 1966 and the early part of 1967 no si1nifican1 ac
tion occurred wi1h communist trawlers. The thr« di,,ision~ conTinuod to in· 
ter~tpt 5n1a ll coam1I junh. a nd, in ~1ddi1ion. re$C\Jcd 1 numbc-f of downed 
aircrews and Vietnamese sailors from the South China Su. In ~·larch. a 120 
fool trawler auemptc.d to run the patrol barrier near 1hc DMZ. Various 
Market Time forCd. irn:Judins the Point Ell is (WPB 8l3JO) shadowed 1\M: 
' "e»el1rn1ilit ncarcd 1heco<1s1. Reali:z:in111h:111hc)'wrre1rappcd. lhecrc-w ron 
1he 1ra.wlcr ngrouod aftt'f a short firefight. The enemy ere"'· w;u able to 
de'l'1rorsomcof1hecirgo. bu1 a lar,cpan of it "'"as$ubscquentlyrtroHrcd 
after the .-oscl was tow('(:! 10 Da Nang, 

This shadowing :i.nd in1c1ccption brought to liJht tht .s.crious shortage of 
f01:m whkh$lill flli:cd TF llS. i\ l;ugcnumbcrofsurfaceuniuhad bccn ln
"ol"C'd in the opcro1ion arid as a resul1. some SC'Ctors were le-ft unguarded dur
ing the chase. Eally in 1%7, the Navy had requem:d the C~t G uard 10 pro
vide fi•·c high rndunirn:<' cul1ers (WHED) 1o supplcmtnl Marke. Time uniu. 
With the March intcr:tpiion st ill frnh in their mtmorics, Coos! Guard of
ficials orpni:tcd Squ:i.dron Three CRONTHM EE) J.t f'e:i.rl Huber on 24 April 
J967. It lcf l Pcul two dayi latcr and J.Hi"td aL Subic B,a.y on 10 Ma)'. Dy 
rnon1h 's end the fi.-e c-uuers "'"ere on s tation with TF I IS wflich anigncd 
lhcm, bcuusc of thtir shallo"'· drafl, \0 Lhe Gulf ()f Thailand. TIM:rc. Ille 
squadron .,.·orkC'd the ouler bt11rier patrol and pro,,idC'd fire i:upport with 
1hrir fi,·e inchauns. They 11soscr"ed as logist ic basn for !he WPBs and Swi(t 
boots of the in-$horc patrol for(C. O ften 1hc WHEC$ carried 3 repla(Cmtnt 
crew ( QI" 1he Swifu so tha1 the small m1ft could stay on $tation for t'~tfndcd 
periods of 1intt. In turn lhe Coa>I G uard cutlers were usuall)' rncupplied b)· 
1hc oilerf, ammunition. a.nd supply ship$ of 1he 71h Fleet. This aJlo.,.·C'd lhc 
cul1cT'$ \O i:1ar on station for long periods of time, docking only when repain 
wercn~J)· or1ogivcthcire<cwsashorlbfeakfromsc:aduty. 

Throughout 1he remainder of the summer o f 1967 few major comacu DC· 

curred. The most •J,&nificaru ca.me in July whrn the Poinl Orient {WPB 
82319) ran a 120 f001 1rawlcr aground and capturtd a large amount of 
wc:ipons. Ho.,.·e.-er. ll major change in operat ion.al procC'du1e ocrurrC'd ea1h· 
in the fall "'hen TF llS dccidC'd to rake 11dva111age o f 1he ocnn going 

An •n• my hundred loot lrawler has been run egro und b y the USCG 
Point League (CG 82304) near lhe village of Be Dong. Nole that aac:h 
ol lhe C:fewmen ere wearing tlek l•che ls H p rolecllo n from e ne my 
1mall a rms fire . Marht G arden force& w orking logelher, .,,.c:torMI 
ena my vessels before they reached 11lety a nd unload lhelr cargo. 
(US Navy) 



This slul hulled lrtiwle t, beeched by Its crew rolher thi n gutter 
boarding, was Isler u lv.ged by the South V1eln1me11e who recO\lered 
Ovtf 250 tons of supplle.s and arms. (US NavvJ 

apabilnitS or 1ht \\'PB! and ha\'c thC'tTl a.l!C"rnatc tl\eir patrol stations with 
lilt PCFs. This altcrnalion was based on wcathn 1;ondi1ions, whkh a!low«I 
thr ·s,.-1f1· boats tooperalc far morccffcetivd y since: 1heyC'OUld not funcrion 
in llea,1· ·••eathn. Though not a. popula1 change wi1 h CC>a$1 Guard perronm:I. 
11 "as ~ptod 1s jus1 one mo'<.' duly tltey had 10 perform. 

Tht beginnin& of 1968 s.aw the Jargt'.l't bluk of the tn1ire .. -u for the b;i.r
nn pairol when Nonh Vietnam madt a de):ptr.uo: unrmpt 10 infihra!I' men 
md supplicsdurina !he end o f February to boh1er their failina Tei o ffrnih·c-. 
Nfar Oa /\'3(1.11he cuutr A ndroscQSiin (WHEC 68). along .,.·ith !he Point 
Grey (WPB 82324). Point Welcome (WPB 82329) and a PC F Spotted a 
1n1,..k1 dose inshore. Af1tr challcnain& thl' intruder. the force: p111 the i;hip 
Ulldtr file and dro•·e ii aground, whtre i1s crc-w dccstroyed it wi1h cxploii''"· 
Fur1ha south, nC'a( Nh• T nlni, 3noth!:r trawler was spotted by Na1'1ll and 
COiSI Guard unlu whlth also forcC'd hC'r ashorc-. A$ thnc uni11 closed in o n 
lht tn..,,·ltt, l'icavy ddcns1vc fire was cncounterc-d. Pullin& b,ad; btyond rnngc 
ofihit fire, the cu1ten: o pened up whh 8lmm mo11ars, sc-orin& st\'Ctal hits 
•hich dclro)·cd the \"C:SKI. A third t rawler ,..·astl\COUntC'fcd o ff lhe Cau Mau 
pt'niJUula by the Winona (WHEC 6.'i), Point Grace 1WPR 82323}, Poim 
\ lar011t(Wl'll 82JJl), Point H udson (WPD 82322) and Swirl boots. T ak int 
Ilea'>" fire, lhe trawkr exploded a nd disapptartd from 1he radar scope, 
.\notl1a mi.wk r. sponcd by the Minnc1onka (WHEC 67) just bc)·oDd Vtc1-
Mmc:lc .. -.m u. dc-cided 10 play it safe a nd rtcd 00.ck to sa(c-ty. Durinc the 
«llll"St' of jiu1 one t•·eoing. 1hrcc trawku were destroyed in the biiJr:st ~injk 
rnpJmlfnt o f the war b)' Market Time force:$. 

This b.attk was 1he high poim o f the Coas1 Guard's cfforl in Vktnam. Dur-
1111 the rcs.t of 1968. only an occuional con1aC1 rcsuhed d.uring thc numcm11s 
p;llrolsc.arrkd out b)' lhc WPIJs a nd WHECs. The lar1er CUUC'rS, 11·ith thtir 
hra'icT armament. participated in a numbc:r of fire support missions for US 
Mmy and ARVN troops, pankululy in 1he C!1u Mau peninsula area. These 
mMJO!K provided the o nl)' iostancn where 1he l:Uf' i:uuers ac1ua l1r cn
rounicrcd •be cotm.r. Rarely durina thtir daily pacrol optraiions were-an)' of 
11K- ~mall craft found to be ca1r)·ina ~pons o r ~upplics. FoJlowilli 1htir 
IK"ary lO!'SCS in Februuy. North Vietnam op!c-d nOI to cry 10 run 1rawkrs 
1hr0Uih the barrier pa1rols. Tht Coa.si Guard nc"''S ~nlcd in.to an almost 
~lime 1ou1ine. occasiona lly 1cscuing do ,.·ncd Qviatori and fishermen in 
1roubk. or pro•·idini cmcr1enc)' mC'dical a id for alliC'd ~rionnd when !he 
nttd arose. Some or 1he euucrs carried out hydrographk 5Ur"C)'5 or un
cllartcd areas but on 11\c whole the remainder or 1968 was a quitt ye;i,r . 

Tb( )"CU 1969sawa number of (han&d for Coo.~! Guud fo1Cd tnga&C'd in 
\'1C1nam.US1111hori1icsdecidcd 10 1urno"er aarcatcr sha reof1hcwar101he 
\'iclnamoc. and as part of this program the Crnu1 Guard ""a$ in~tructcd to 
bqin tnunin& Vietnamese sailors so that e"entuall)' they could rnl.:e over !he 
82 foot tullcrsofall 1hrcc divisions. This !ran5ilion bqan in Janul.I)' and b)• 
the~insor 1969 ihc uainin& proaram w:I.$ ,...·ellcnou&h alo11,& 10 1ramfrr 1he 
Poin1 GarT1C1 tWPll 82310) and the Point Lnauc cwpn 82.JO.IJ o "cr to the 
\'1ttnamcsc. Durin& thU period. the fiut of a new class of cutler. the 
Hamilton (WJIEC 715). arri\'cd off !he (Olll to (Clio'C the: older cuucrs 
•luch dated back 10 World War T"o. With mort modern :umament . radar. 
:tnd niJlu facilities . 1hcse new arrhal~ soon shO"'·c-tl how superior the)' wc-1c 
to the oldtr · u~cl~. 

Onc1tsuhof1hesene"·additionswasthtdccis!ontotrans rera number of 
tllcokk' C'Ultcuto the South Virtnamcsc Navy to &i\'e it more depth for ofr· 
<bore pauollin.a. In early 1970 . two more euue11. the Ikrint Strait {WHEC 
l82)and YalrnHU (WHEC 3SO) "'crt sckctcd for transftr ro 1he. Victnuncst . 

On palrol USS RHdV (PO 87) Is one ol Iha naw IHI ptlrol ; unboa1s 
designed !or blochd• and •uni•lllanca. Howanr, Its large size and 
shallow dratl allowed longer p1trols, h .. wler w .. pona 1nd the ablllty 
to operate very close to Iha shor• in ordar to prowlda support for US 
a11d AAVN lroopsalong the shore. 8asldH Iha cannon armed Jorwartt 
turret 11nd twin .SO caliber pocUlons amldshlp, the a uperslruclura 
bris tles with mec hlne gun m ounts. {US Navy) 

E,·cntuall)' *"'"0 more cu11ers. the Castle Rock (WHEC 383} and Cook Inlet 
(WH'EC 384) were also \ransferrc-d IO the Vic!nWT!CSe NaY)". The tUfllO•'cr of 
Coast Guard asseu 10 the VictnamC5C' eom inuctl throughOllt 1970, with the 
last of thc-82 focx cuucu bc-inaofficial!~ 1r1111sfcrred by 15 Auaust 1970. This 
also marked the formal discs1:1bfahment of COl.\t Guard Squadron Om: as a 
par1 of US fOK'C:$ in Vic1nam. The larger cuners. howcv11:r. lll)"cd on dill)' for 
a whik lo nscr and were invo],·cd in 1""0 more b.attlc:t wich tra .. ·kri. On 20 
No\·ember 1970, 1he Rush (W MEC 723) and Shcrman (W~IEC720ldcstroycd 
a trawler wi1h1unfire after it faikd to stop. The follo,.·in& ipring. on 11 April 
1971, the Ru~h. in company with the Motgcnchau (WH EC 722) i:anl a 
1row!cr near the Cau Mau peninsula . Howcvc1. these were 1he parling shois 
for Co:ls1 GmHd OJ'C'ratcd cuuers . .By she win1e1 of 1971. only one USCG 
ship. the Cook Inlet was. siill palrollini off Vietnam under Co;ut Guard rnn· 
1rol, albeit with a largcl,y Vill'1namm crew. I! wasoffkially mrncd O>"ef 1otht 
V1e1n11nde: Navy on 21 Dc-oembcr 1971 . A short time laler RONTHREE was 
o(fkially dinoh·td. thu$ endini anoihcr chapter in tht arrnab of the Unhcd 
States Co;i.st Guard hiJtory. Ai in pas! wa11. 1hcir performance had bctn 
outstandini. but i1 had 11ot bcm without cost. Stvcn Cout Guudsmen. Jost 
their 1h"'CS and ap addition:t.1 fifty-thrtt wcrt wounded. O-·cr oot thousand 
North Vietnamese and Vitor Co"8 wnc killc-d or wounded in ae'lioni wi1h 
Coast Guard units "hilt o\·er 1en thou.sand "'CTe dc1aiM'd for qucstionina br 
South Vicmamcsc authorilie$. Jl)' thdr action~ o ff 1he ViC1nlme5t coast, the 
Coast G uard helped siop 1he flow of aimt. men. ;md munitions in10 Souch 
V!etn:un and undoubicdly ~'"ed the lives o f eountlcu thousan<b of allic-d 
soldic1s and Vietnamese ei•·iliOIJls. No matter what the conditions ,.·tie. these 
men carried out 1htir assignmcn1s. No morr can be ukcd of a fighting man 
1hanth::u . 

This Undlng Crall Pergonntt (Ler;e) MK II (LCPL MK II}. b ased In Cat 
Lo , crul1H In Vung Teu harbor, Iha entf'Snte to the meln shlppln q 
ch1nnel lo Saigon. Tfie sharksmouth o n the bow Is 1n un11~uoil mark· 
Ing for a small N1wy crall. The alt .50 c1Uber mschlne gun h as not 
bHn lltted. (US Navy) 
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IUW·65, 1 h1rbor p1trol bo1t, looklng mo11Uke1 plH1ur1 bo11lhan1 
NaYy picket YISSel, stops to lnyesllg1t1 1 am1ll Vleln1m11e boat. The 
harbor patrol bo1t'1 large sill 1llowed the HPE to e1rry out longer 
p1trol1 and gaH ti lhe abllll)" to unv heaYl1t WHpons such 11 th• 
twin .50 c11lblr machine guns mount1d •midship. Thi crew ire arm· 
td with shotguns, M·16s, ind tide 1rm1. (US N1'1)") 

The combln1tlon morlar/machlne gun wu mountld on Swift bo1t1 
ind 82 loot Con t Guard cutters . Bec1uu ol the way the wHpons 
were siled II was nol possible to llre both al lhe ume time. The ewer· 
siied helmet wom by the gunn1r cont1lns communlc1llon ge1r which 
Is conntteted lo the bridge Yll the cord runnlfltl scroll th• dick, 
11\owlng the boat commander lo dlr1ct the gun tire. (US N1vy yla 8111) 

Much ol lh1 coastal pt1tr0Ued region looked llke the terrain this PSM 
Is Uylng OYlf. Such terrsln proYided excellenl coY1r l ot the guerrillas 
H lhey mowed men and mallflals. 11 also provided the VC with ex· 
c1U1nl COHr l o 111 up ambush sl l as for the Yerlous p1lrol craft. (US 
Ne'I)") 

A section ol 'Swttt 80111' moye out from their bue 11 Cit Lo on • 
p1trol In lhe Rung Sit ltH, 1 lon9tlm1 communls1 stronghold which 
border-.d the m1ln rlY1r to S1lg:on. EYentulll)" Swifts. PBRs, 1nd NayY 
SEALs 1flecllYtly ellm lnaled the VC threat pon d In 1hls lrH. The 
IHd Swift 8011 moun1s a combination mortarl.50 caliber machlnegun 
on the all deck whit• th• second botl mounts only 1 mortar. (US 
Navy) 

Whln 1cUon occuned 111 hill broke loose. This Swlll Boll gunn1r Is 
II ring on VC positions In lhe trH lln11long !he sho11. Smoke trom VC 
return 1111unbl111n In lhl lrff lln• •long th1 rlv1r. Eich boat In the 
llne wlll bring th• 1n1my poslllon under fire H It pisses, lhus kMp
lng up susl1lned lire on th• gu1rrlll11 unttl 1lr support 1nlY11. {US 
Navy) 

A Neplune Hfls oll l rom C1m Rahn Bay tor • 1>11101 •tong tl'le co11t of 
southern South Vletn1m. At first Neptunes worlt1d out ol Tin Son 
Nhul bu l lellr 1tag1d out ol the bHI 11 C1m Rahn 81)". Th1se and tM 
other petrol alrct1lt w1re 1n lntegfll p1rt ol th• brown water llHt. (US 
NHy/Nnal AYlatlon Hl1tory yla Grossnlck) 



Fr•nch petrol cral1 on 11'10 Black Rlwar during lh• b•lll• of Hoa Blnh, 
Now•mber of 1951 lo Fobruary ol 1952. 

F1ench LSIL during the summer of 1952 on Iha Rad River. 
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Most p1trol• were long i nd tedious for the crews ol lhe HPE bo111. 
R1rely did much h1ppen, yel thH• p1trols were ebsolutely Hs&ntl1I 
It the lhre1t ol enemy swimmers was to be kept In cl:leck. This LCPL 
has Its guns covered lOf protection from ull spr1y ind hts Its wlnd
shleld lowered for 1 better view ind lncreaHd •Ir flow. (US N111y) 

Most ol the day lor harbor p1trol1 m91nt seerch alter 111rch ol 
counlleu Vietnamese small craft which plled the 111rlous ports. Thia 
VletnamHe junk Is sHrched by US and Vletn1mHe per1onnel lo SH 
ll II carries 1nythlng which dOH not milch 111 m1nllHI. {US N1wy) 

In addition to pelrolllng !or lnllltretors Merkel Timi coaal1I units 1110 
suppor1ed landing oper1Uon1 1long the co11t. This COlst Guerd cut· 
ter, lhe Point Kennedy (CG 82320), Is taking part In OPERATION 
OECKHOUSE V, which lnYOIYed 1 l1ndlng 11 the mouth ol the Song 
Co Chien RIYU. (US N1vy) 

-. 

tUW 39, 1n LCPL hom Unit 2 ol IUW Group One, petrols In Cem R1nh 
B1y, which WIS lh1 l1rgHt port In Vletnem and the meln olf loading 
polnl !or much ol the US supplies entering Vlelnem. HPE crewmen 
spent long monotonous hours on palrol, wllh some patrols lnllng up 
to fourteen hours. (US N111y) 

For quick rHcllon lo 1 lhrHt the HPE could dlspetch 1 ' Boston 
Whaler' menned by e two or three men detachment. These light skim· 
mers, m1de of llbergl111, could hll spHds In e11ceu of twenty knot1 
which made them ex.cellent cr11t lor the HPE's quick rHctlon force, 
(US N1vy) 

As more ol lhe new Ash1rvllle IHI co11t1I gunbo1t1 were commls· 
1lontd they were Nnl to Vletnem to 1ld lhe brown w1tu co11t1I 
lorces. The T1com1 (PG 92) ind th• W•lch (PG 93) ply the w1ters ol 
th• South China Se1. Able to 1t1y on station lor long periods ol lhu 
these c11ll were well Uked by the cr•ws lor their IMng •ccommod1· 
lions end st1blllly whlle under way. (US N111y) 



Tiit Swlll1 w•r• ollen prHsed Into duly u troop cerrlers. This PCF 
curies ARYN troops on• sw••P ot the Duong K•o river ln th• C1 Miu 
penln1ul1. One crewman mans a M·60 machlna gun wllh a bi·pod on 
tllt bow. (US Navy) 

Wllh lh• nud for addlllonal ocean going ships to supplement •x· 
Isling M1rk• t Time uuls, the Coast Guard was asked lo provide ad· 
dUlonat ships. TheH llv• 311 loot High Enduranc• Cutt•rs (WHECs) 
ill 1long1ld• lhe Navy repair ship USS J11on (AR·8) In Sublc Bay. 
From 1• 11 to right they are Half Moan, Yakulat, Gresham, 811at1rta, 
and B1rlng Strt lt. Bering Strait and Y1kutat were later turned over to 
tllt South Yletn1mau Navy. (USCG Vis Cressman) 

(Bt low) P3 Orlons supplemented NeptunH and Marlins untll the 
M1rlin1 wtira retired and Iha Orlons look over their duties. This Orton 
ol VP·17 Illes 1 reconnaissance over co11lal marshland. (US 
Nawy/Naval Avlallon Hlslory via Orossnlck) 

Al olhar times. the Swills carried EOO or SEAL learns on speclal mis· 
1lon1. This bo11 has just returned lrom a mission with a demolition 
team which had an assignment on the upper reachH of the Cu1 Lon 
river, The rope l1dder hanging on the bow wH 1 commonly c1rrted 
Item to aid lroops coming cnlo or leaving lhe boil. (US N1vy) 

(Above) The culler Hall Moon (W 378) takes on storH lrom th• car90 
ship USS Castor during patrol operations oil the Ca Mau panln1ut1. 
Bac1use ol their ablllty lo stay on 1tallon for long period• ol tlm• 
lhaH cutt•r• w•ra uud for su1talmtd oll·shor• paltol. Unfortun1l1ly 
this tllow•d th• cr•w llllta tlm• ashor• for recreation, but n•v•r· 
thaless moral• aboard lh•H ships nev•r dropped. (USCG via 
Cr•ssman) 
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(Above) Anot.har type of motorized 
Junk wllh 1 more upswept bow also 
carriH I protective l)'I on Its bovw, 
butlnslaadofth1stand1rd.30c1llber 
m1chln1 gun on Iha bow 1 more po
tenl .50 cellber machlnegun h11 been 
mounted wllh a protective shield. 
(Chenoweth) 
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\lietnamHe River P1lrol Cult (PRC) 
on lhe Mekc>ng River In 1938. 

{Above Lei!) A \lletn1mHe molorlad junk which replaced the 
earlier sall powered vessera ol the Co1Slal Junk Force. The aye 
painted on the bOllV was IOI" warding off evll spirits. The .30 
caliber machine gun was used II lhe eye 'failed' to do the job. (US 
Navy) 

(Right) A \llelnamese frogman praparH to anler the water for 
salvage work on Iha Co Chien River. The American advisor stan
ding a lop lhe RAO boa I Is ll1ulen1nt Harold Me"tericord who wlS 
Later killed In 1n ambush. For his courege during the 1mbush, 
Meryer1cord WH posthumously awarded lhe Navy Cross and 
later had 1 Ingala nemed 1fler him. 



PSM Marlin or \IP.48 at C•m Ranh Bay In February or 1967. 

(Above Right) An SP·2H or \IP·1 al Oa Nang In 1967. During the early 
y1111 ot US parllclpetlon in the war Neptunes lormad the backbone 
ol lh• Jendbased patrol force until replaced by the p.3 Orlon. !Hensen 
vlaMultaJ 

(Above) Supplemenllng the P·2 Neplunes were PSM Marlins which 
oper1t1d lrom seeplana lenders oft Iha coast. A Marlin under going 
m.1ln!en1nc1 rHIS on the deck ol a lender otl Cam Rahn Bay. (US 
Nny) 

JAl!jht) Thei>e two AP·2H Neptune gunships sit In tronl ol a 1ow ~I 
Ntplunes at Cam Ranh Bay In 1967. Note the ]el engine silencers anl:l 

"'"" .... _,,.,., ,. '" ,_ """" " ·~ \ 

PCF MK I 'Swill Bool' do.log OPERA· ~\ 
TION GIANT SLINGSHOT In Janu11ry 
011969. 
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RIVER FORCES 
Game Warden (TF 116) 

-'$11 reult ofrccommcndiuions made by Naval authorities in Seplt'mlx1 of 
1965, 11 river pauol fortt. dcsigna1cd Ta.sk Force 116 and oode naffl:C'd G11mc 
Warden, "''u formally established on 18 Dcttml>C'r 1965. T hi$ forct was 
.assigned the responsibility of helping Victnamnc rh·cr forces in denying the 
VC the use o f the inland watcrv.·ays. Ai origjnally cn•·i5ioned 1hc inland 
brown " 'at er for~ .,. .. s 10 be composed of 120 sp«iall)· designed 11. i'"c:r Patrol 
Boars (PDRs), twcn11 landing craft (LCVPs). a Landing Ship Drydock 
(LSD), a Landing Ship Tank (LS1), and dsJiz UH -18 H uey hdkoptrni. Thi~ 
LSD and LST would scn·c as major support ships unlil lhe arriv:il of four 
special!r modified LSTs. 

In February of 1966, the firn eon1in1tn1 of Oaim Warden .sai1ori 11rh·ed 
in Viclnam and a mon1h !a1cr retth·td 1hcir first PBRs. TF 116 w:u di~idC'd 
into two ~ub·S«tions, the Delta River Purol Group (TF 116.1) and the Run11 
Sat Patrol G roup (TF ) 16.2). F'rom lhc authorized Jtl'C'nj:lh of 120 l'BRs. 
C"igh1)" boa!:~ were lo be IS5ign«l 10 the Della Group and fony to 1he Rung Sat 
Group, 1hiJ distribulion bcing based on tl\e anticipated rcquiremcnu of e:ich 
are:i . The fi~t fC'W montbs 11f1cr TF l 16 arrived in ViC'1nam ""·ere spent get1ing 
rt:idy for the m;,iuive influx of men and material slated for duiy ondtr G:tmt' 
Wardtn. And whlk 1he firs1 ftw l' IHh began patrolling in March. ii took 
cime for the foll c-ompkmenl o f bo:1u rrnd crews to 1each Vittnam. These first 
PBRs worked from shore bases a t Nha Ek and au Lo until rhearriVlll oflhe 
fioi off·Jhore support ship. A lft.ll deal o f uperitllCC and knoy,kdct 11>11s 
gained from these early missions And was immtdi:uely 1ransmitted bad to 
1he Na•11I Inshore Operations Training Cenier In Catiforni:i 10 improve the 
river palrollrainingsy)labus. 

The first o ff-shore supp<>ri ship, the USS Tortuga (LSD-26) was anc.hOl"cd 
in the South China ~ between the momhs of 1he Blisac and Co Chien 
Rivers, bcs:inning Optr:u ions in May of 1966. AUacht'd 10 the Tor1uga 11>·erc 
ten PBRs. a dd1chmcn1 o f two helkopiers and 1wo a ir cu~hioncd vchltl" 
(PACVs). Unforiunately, lhis initial deployment riln into unfa•·orablc 
wr31her conditions and hca"y $(3$ and hiih wiods rtscricicd PBR nC1 i" ity 
almosl h.alf the' lime: thnc t"o nditions continucd throu1hou1 the fall . E•·cn-
1ually it 11>·;u;decid«l to drop the idea ofoJ)f'rnllllJ PBRl from support •·t:SSCb 
anchornl off 1he cOUJ: thC' ships wC'rc mo"ed in10 thC' more sheltered waters 
of the riven lhC'mscl\'CS. T his dC"Ci$lon was madC' only 11>ith 1rca1 rcluctan(C 
bc<:auseof thC'fcar thatsuC'ha mo>·C'would uposc 1htsebigships iominc-s. 
undcrwaier saboteurs. and enC'my firC' from shore. 

Shortly aftC'r thC' Tonop de-ployed, ii w:u foll<>'-"·ed by the Belle G rove 
(LS0·2). 1hc Comstock (LS0 -19), and 1he Ao)'d County (LST-762). Each o r 
ChCSC' i hips ""ere fiUC'd with a helicopter dC'l:k and anchorage facilities for 
PllHs , and .. ·hile lhey temporarily filled thC' nttd for a floating bast , 1hcy 
were only 11 $IOP p p measure until the S_IX'C'ialty c-onflgured LSTs arri\·cd. 
Wh~n initial plans for Game Warden were d ra .. ·n up, LSTs specially C'Oll· 
fJ.gured for P UR bases had bttn an intcaral p;in of the' pravam. Four ships, 
the GarrC'll County (lST· 786) the Harndl Coumy (LST-821 J, the H unterdon 
Count)' (LST-8381 and 1hc Jtnninp Count)·(LST·8461 we1e pul1t'd out o< 
reserve- and sptdaJly modified as floating. PBR B.ucs. Each had a hc-JiC'Op!C'T 
landina JN!d wi1h lights for use o:!urin.g day 0< night . four 11dt1)1ion:tl boll.I 
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A PBR cuts through lhe wate rs of Keln Tuong province In Hereh 01 
guerrillas. Whlle then s mall cr11l were capable o f spe eds up lo 
twenly·flve knots, they ra re ly operate d et lhls speed unless under 
fire , or coming and go ing lrom 1 petrol assignme nt. IUS Navy) 

boomi. :a PBR machine 31hop in the tank well. ;is 11>·dl u updated radio. 
navi1a1ional, arld el«tronl.: tquipmcnL The firs! o r 1he'sc cun"cr1cd LSTs 
arri>·ed in Novtmbcr of 1966. and 11>·i1hin anothtr few months Che othc-r thrtt 
also arri"cd. Tl)rcc were :usi&nod 10 the llassac. Co Chien, and Ham Luong 
Ri"n111>hilc1herour1hwaskcminro1a1inil'('j("rve.Duringiure'>C"n'epcriod 
each LST r(('('iw:d a g~ncrnl maintenance and o•·nhaul at a repair facilit)' 
ou1slde of Vie1nam: uuially in Japan, the Philippines or Siniapore. Each 
LST usually rcmainC'd on !lation for about si~ momhi before ii w:u: rotalcd 
out ror maintenance. 

lni1\all)' these LSTs provC'd in1•aluablc sine.: thert were frw facilities in· 
C'oontl)' that could handle PBR opcra1ions. With thtir special gear. 1hc l.STs 
provided critical 1upply and rnain1en111JCC fadtitles for the- small rh·•·r boal) 
wh iC'h l'>"Crc una•-ailable al shore ins1allations. HowC'•·er, ll:i adequate fadlilics 
became- a•·ailablc ashore, 1hC' limitations of the LSTJ ~mt incr(";ISinclY 
obviou.s. During modiftC1.1ion lhe'SC LSTs had had C•'CT)"lhing C'Oncch-abk 
s tuffed Into thcir hulls and 11>crc SC1'iously over no .. ·d«I. Facilities were 
limi1cd. and~cn though a PllR unit could operate from each one-, crowding 
in berthing, supply, mainttnancc, repair and crew quar1c-r~ 11>"3$ a cons1an1 
ptoblcm. Howe>'et, thc ships did fill 11 C'ritkal 11ttd when 1hcr first arrh"cd in 
the fall o f 1966 and providt'd a mobile platform which C'ould be m°'·ed as re
quired to areas where PUR opera1ions were nccdtd. 

This mobilil)" c•·cn allowed the LSTs lO occ-asionatly participate in the fire 
1upport role o r C'flP&C' 1ar1c1s of opporlUnity wi1h thtir 40mm dcfc11$i•·c 
auns. Duril\I the 11(1.\t·T ct a,ttack.$ in ~lay or 196&, 1he Jcnninis County was 
crC'diu:d wich sc•·cntecn VC killed durin1 a fire supporl mi~ion. While such 
nc1ion1 showed that 1hc LSTs C"OUld be u.scd offrnsi•·dy, the' initial fears of 
opcr111in11 the big ships in OO[lfincd conditions 11> Cre still a big c-onccrn. This 
wns brought homt' in Dtttmbcr of 196&. when 1hc Hun1C'rdon Coumr {.I.ST 
838) ran afoul of a VC ambush. She was hit by well sig.htcd rock.cl and 
m :oillus rinc firt from shore and suffered C;(tcMi\'t mvctunl damaac. T11>·0 
crewmen were killC'Cl and t""C'nty· fi•·c woundcd. T.hisaction had a soberin1a<
fcc1 on sailors who !C'lldcd 10 undemue 1he thrca.1 postd by Che autrrillas 10 
1hc large ships a nd helped imprC'.S$ on oil pcrwnnd tht need to be conslantl)' 
on 1hcakn. 

River Patrol Boats (PBRs) 
No boat came 10 symbolize the brown water nu•)' like Che PB Rs whk:h were 

the m1in(1ay o f ri"er opcrn1ions. These !iny C'Taft ""ere the splri11.1al dci:ccn
dants o f tht" PT boa1s of World War Two. 

WhC'n the N•"Y d«idcd 10 commit ri~er patrol forC'CS 10 in-shore opera
tions in Vlt1nam it round itself in need ofa ~mall fast pa1rol cnfl. ll«ausc of 
1hc lime faC'tOr, 1hc Na•·y was unable 10 formulate' a nc11>· des.ian and opted in-
5tcad to (ttk a cummC'rdally a•·ailablc hull and modif)' ii for use in the com· 
bat lOnt'. What 1hC' Na1')' wan1ed ••3$ 11 small light boot with high speed, 
shallow draf1, powered by a w1uer-je1 propulsion ~)'$1<'11\. Nufl\erou.s com
panic:s submillcd 1hcir hulls for o;omidcralion and from these 1hc Navy (how 
a fibcrglau 'Hau eros' hull for produe1ion. A con1r<1C'I ror 120 PDR.s was 



To support Iha PBRs lour LSTs were pulled out ol re serve and 
modified lo support a detachman1 ol PBRs and a hallcophH element 
ol HAL·3. Untll lb:ad bases could be construcled In ttia delta ll'lase 
ships played a "Ital role In Gama Warden operations. Sean here ts the 
USS Hamell County (LST·821). (US Navy) 

a•mdcd in No,·cmbcr of 1965 to United Boa.tbuildcrs of lklingham. 
Washi111100 for ddivcry by April 1966, 31 11 uni! CO$! of SJS.000. 

The end rnuh of 1his wns ihc M:irk I Power Bo.11. Ri\"C·r (PBR): ll lhir1>"· 
()fl(' foot long craf1 capable of $pttd5 O\'cr 28 lmocs. It \\'ilS powered by a 
Gc-nc1al Motors 220hp diesel Uut'k engine: which provided 2800 RP,\'ls direct 
dih·c for a Jacuzzi •••atc1 jC1 propultion pump. The 00..t'~ arn1amcn1 ron· 
Ws1niof a 1win .SO caliber machine gun 1um:t in !he bow, a singk .SOc:ilibcr 
mxhinc 1un in 1hc stem, and u M.00 machine gun lllnd 11 Mark 18 40mm 
pcmde l.aunche1 mounl«I amidship. In addition IO this arm.:amcnL 1hc crew 
also bld their small a rms. N the war Pl'Qffcssed. a \'Ukty of wc.:apoiu were 
fintd 10 1hc P8Rs. including 90mm re.:oillcss rincs, 60mm mortars. 
l\a.mclhrowcrs. and 20mm cannons. Dupitcall lhis arm::imcn! the PBR drew 
only 1"'0 fttl of waler a nd was c.'llrcmcly mancu•·e1abk sino:e changing 
rouisc only required a chan,ge in the dirc-ction of 1hc \\:l,ter jc1 noulc. For 
p.iuol work II nighl a Raythron 1900/W 1adar unit w;u canicd whkh allow· 
cd11lccrcw 10 pick out ~mall craft 1ha1 were t'llrclll('ly difncuh 10 spot in 1he 
int)" darknes:s which cm·clopcd 1hc w:utTWays after sundown. 

Min the ini1ial run of PBR Mk Is, 1h.c PBR Mark II "''li introduced. 
SliJ:hlly lar&er with more powcrful engina. 1hc only significflnl difference 
~ .. ttn 1he Mk I and ~lk II "'°U lhc: addition or aluminum aun.,.ak~ on the 
Mir; 1110 proccc1 the hull from bcin,g tom up.,. hen coming a Iona side sampans 
andjunk.i:. 

Normally the PIJR was manned b)' a four man crew - a fint class petty of. 
(1ttr. a gunner's mate, an cnJineman. and a SC'3m;i.n. The pcuy officer wa~ 

tile boat ca1>1ain. the 1unncr's ma1,c operated 1hc fo1ward fiflic, 1hc 
roiincm;i.n .,,,.as raporuiblc ror the l>O"'erptan1, and usually ht and the 
w-arnan ma.nncd 1hc 01hcr .,.capons durina a patrol. Each man "''" cross 
trai!IC'd in the ocher job) and rould t3kco\CT in casconeof1hc0thc:r c1e.,.-n1c:n 
.as .,.·<111ndcd. Generally l'llR ' opcraicd in a 1wo bo.it Sttlion. and in addi· 
uon to the ittular crew one bo~ l carritd a pa1rol ofnccr who~ in charge or 
lhcopera1ioo. lfa Vietnamese translawr or policeman was carried he rode on 
throthcr boat. 

Whilc PUR pa1rols wc1c oflcn 1ten 3.l advcn1urous or glamorous, in realiir 
they • ·t'!"c Jut1 like an)· militaf)· opcra1ion - Iona. tedious. and boring days 
tba1 .,.·ttc $OITlc:limes punctuated by minulcs of sheer 1c1ror. When contact 
wilh tMc-nc:my wu made, all hell usually broke loose- for a few minutes, until 
1btactioo ended. Then 1hcboting rou1inc bcpn apln. NomiaUy, PBRcre.,..s 
palrolkd 11ound 80 hours a wttk, half of .,..hkh was •I night. Usually the 
boal opcntcd at reduced speed and only wc:nl to full po.,..C'r when C0(1t3ct 
"'ith the VC was made, or while: prOCC'C'ding 10 :and from their p;i.trol arc:u. 
Oflc:n the PllR crtw cut their cn&.ineii and achorcd or drif1cd with 1hc: current 
'°as not tO!i\'taway 1hdr position. This was a particu111r1yeffeaivc tactic 111 
111,Jht llnd on many occanions 1hC' VC wc1c tOlally surprised whc:n a pair of 
l'BRs suddenly came: to llfc JpillinJ;: out a hail uf nrc:. Most of the daylight 
boun "'"Cft' spent check ins the endless junk! and umpa.ns th:it mo\'c:d up and 
dl;rlln 1hc numc:rous rh·ers ind ranab dissc:rctin& the Mekong Ocha. Al sun· 
dQ...11 all normal w111c:r tr1fnc quickly disappeared ind any craft found on the 

Normally the PBRs Id led slowly along su1chlng the Yarlous Junks 
and sampans which plied lhe numerous unals and rlvers ot Vla 1ne m. 
This PBR checks out a sma ll sampan lor w91pons e nd suppUes. The 
Viel Cong were muters at c oncatllng such m1terl1l In the sm1Uast 
ot crall and only by checking every Yessel U101oughly could th& ! low 
ot supplles be stoppe d. Though dull ond monotonous, US brown 
waler ullors c arllad ou t their mission eftlclenlly, seYerely culling 
bac k ttie moYement of suppllH to lhe VC. IUS N•"Y v/1 Cressman) 

The PBR carried heavy tire p ower for such e small Cloat. Tha forward 
lurrnl c1rrled a pa1r ol.50 c aliber machine guns a nd e co-u:htlly 
mounted 1Hrehllght. Lala Jn the war a :ZOmm cannon was titted In Iha 
lurrel, repl1elng one ol the II Illes and was 11rad alongside the rem11ln· 
lnglllty. 
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Green 011er G1ay OV·IOA o l VAL·4 Black Ponlos .,, Yung T.Ju during 
lhesumme1Ol1969 . 

.\G1HnowerWhlle 0V·10ol VAL.-4at Blnhlhuyln 1970/71. Theunlfs 
Broncos went th1ough •number ol m1rklng changes durlng Us short 
liml In Vleln•m. While m•lnly changes In nose numbers end loc.Uon 
o! squadron Insignia, towards the end of the wer !he scheme ol 
GrHn o...er White wu chang•d on some ahctell lo llghl Gr1y OHi 
White. (US Navy 'Ila Mli::haels) 

(Above Right and Right) Aside llom lhe Sieck Pony artwork on lhe 
llOH, VAL·4's ov.1os rarely canled palnUngs on lhelr alrlrames. 
However,the ground crews, when Hme permitted, fNlnted e .,ariely ot 
c.llloons and slogans on 01dnance and ordnance pods. Shown here 
' " two such paintings, one on a gun pod and lhe olher on 111 Zuni 
rocket launcher. The arUs l ol bolh, Tom Fonlena, Is pulling the 
linl1hlng touches M the ·~oadrunner' wllh Teslor• pain!. {Wigg!:) 

0\1·10A or VAL·4 al Blnh Thuy during 1972. ln Gray schema. 
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During • vlsll lo Vleln•m Secrelary ol the Navy, Paul R lgnallu6, In
spected lhe • rmament ol • PBR. In Iha i tem a variety of weepons 
could be moun1ed, In pl&ce ol 1he usual Ulty. This boal carries a rapid 
tire 40mm grenede launcher 111nd a shigle M-80 machine gun one star
boafd s ide mount behind th• cockpit. An M-16 rill• and M-79 grenade 
l•uncher &'9 carried H personel wHpons by Iha crew. In addition, 
•nother .50 ceUt>.r machln•gun Is also mounted further alt. Th• 
Cfewmember demonstrallng the gren.tda launcher Is wearing the 
l•m•d Black beret. (US Navy) 

river a fler dark was con~idc-red to be 1hc enemy and .. ..u imm«li:Utl)· fired 
upcn. 

The con1munis1s did c,·er)'lhing p<>ssibk 10 avoid the PDKs, for, 1f VC 
junk$ or pmpans "'"t'IC spelled by the l'URs, the enemy u1ually lose men and 
material. S1cal1h became 1hc name of thc game, as e11ch side 1ricd 10 outwu 

remainln& cncmy forec1 he ordc'rcd the boat.~' searchlights turned on and 
prC$scd the auack. Fin11ly. dier 1ttarly three hours of fighting, thc-ir am· 
muni1ion almost uhauscro, W1lliamt ordered his PIJR$ to wi1hdraw. Sixl}· 
fi, c ennny junh and J.lm~n\ werc destroy«! during thi$ aclion along " i1h 
an undetermined number or iunrillat:. f.-or his rour.;ig<:OU$ action during this 
pauol Williams " " a"'•udcd tlK- Consretsional Medal or Honor. 

P AR pa11ol r1ccia •"'lricd wi1h Ille o.ssianmc111 buc durin& a normal ni&)lt 
parml ttlc boars u1ually opcn1ed with 400 10 600 )';llrds distance between tM 
lt11d boat and the co1v bof.t. T his allowed for 1he optimum use of radar and 
1hc o pcimum l"(lutual protection. If ont boat took fire from shore the 01htt 
PHH. could lcod -supp<>rt and/ or mo,·e 10 block 1hccncmy' s line of rctrcat. Jf 
a s uspicious crart o r mo\·emenl on thc ~ho11.• ca.ucht 1hcir auc111ion, one boat 
could mo,·e 10 in,·cstiiotc while the other kC'PI its dis1a~ in CUC the VC were 
sct llns up an 1mbu5h. During 1he ear Ir da)"S of the US ri>·cr for~ it was sun
dard procedure for PORs 10 re1i1c when tngagcd. and all for usis1ancc. Un· 
for1una1cl)'SUCtl 1ac!iC$oftcn-"11Jowcd thccuerrill;utocsc:ipt. Bur follo"i ll! 
c.~peritnct~ pined durillj; the 1%8 TET offensive ri,·c1 force cnp,ge1TK'!1L 
proccdur~ 11·crc chang«I when It was flnally rea.lizc:d that 11 pair o f PBRs 
eou!d usually handle mru1 situations. From thc:n on lhc PBR erC\1"1 had the 
option orro111inuingtoengflgetheencm)' nuher thanre1rca1in1and .... -aitins 
for help. 

P BR ere"'·~ faced a wilcy. and oficn fanatical cnem)'. Whtn &i•·cn tile op
portunity. the guerrillas would make the mos1 of ii , l l')·ing 10 inOic1 mu
imum daroasc anJ calu•hlcs on US forces. The brown Wlller sailors had lo bt 
constantly alert for any ~ia.ns o(enemy ac1ivi1yduringa palrol. Onont$udl 
p:mol. on 6 March 1967, Sca man Da•·id Ouellet, abo111d P flR 124. ~poncd 
1uspicious mo,·cmcnc on 1hc shor•· and 1lcrtcd his boo1 cap1.1in . Ai tile PBR 
made a hi&htpccd run 1olnvt"Stigatt, anenemyvcnadearchcd to,,.,·ard!hc 
engine comp1rtmcn1. Oudle1. tile only crew member IOKC it roming. r elied a 
... -arnina. and ter1 his forward aun mount. P ushing che boat captain ou1 of1hc 
way. Out1lle1rovercd1he arcnadc wi1 tl his own bod)· a split SC'COnd before it 
e.>;plod«I, abJOrbillJ m1»1 of che blue himsclr. Cricicall)· 11·ounded by 1heu
plosion, Ouellc• was c-.-:acu:ucd b)" helicopter 10 a h0$pital in Sairon wlttre. 
dnpi1e e,·cr)' pouibktffor1, he died on thcoptra1ing table. In r((:Qgnitionor 
his conspicuocu b1a1cry, Ouellet ,..as pos1humously a .... ·ardcd th.e Conirn
$ional Mcd.\I or Honor on 30 January 1968. The medal 11-:as prcscn!cd to hit 
p.11en1sbrSc<:rctar)·of1 hc Na,-y. L.a1eranc11· na"}'frip1e wasnam«linhis 
honor. 

~":.~0~.':~ ~h~: 0;!~11:~~~i~:r~r:i11::~t~~~,:~a~r~~ C::~~rw~;~t~~ ~!~~ Game Warden Grows 
thcyro•·etcd a par!icu!arrivercrossing. Thcsc ,.~re U$uatly " cllpl.anncdfl:c-
1ions ll\d the VC "'ould sci up defcnsi ,·c posi1ions and site recoillcss rind. 
rocket ptQPflltd i;icniidcs (RPGs). and machine guns where 1hcy could do the 
mosl damaic. Oc."c.,ionally. the iucrrillu tried co lure ind i,·idual PBRs into 
sm11JI aiuls Ol" 1ribu1arics and block their rsra pc by dropping Ired across thC' 
narrow w111CTCOU.r~. Lf a PUR could 1r.i.ppt<l ii might be capturt'd, providina: 
1hc communish with a large ;unounl of wC'apcns and ammunition. not 10 
mention Ille tremendous bocm in morale it would gh ·c 11\e guerrillas. 

Whm PBRs cncounterro enemy juuks or sampans 1hc VC would usually 
rry 10 make 1hcir tseapc up onc of the numerous 1ribuu1ria or cauah which 
fed into 1hc laraci: riven. The communisu kntw 1ha1 P liR 
He"'"' "''ere cxuemcl)' "'-"111)" o f venturina up these narrow 
11aterwaYS " hcrcconfincdconditions se,·crcly rcstriC'led the 
PBRi m11ntu,·crab1li1y, &h;n, the iucrrillasa definite ad· 
»unt:igc should an ambush be sprun&. Somctimc:i; a PBR 
kttJ)ing up pursuit o( an escaping encmy "'ould s1umblc 
up<>n a collC'C'nualion or cncmr small cr11r1. One such action 

Throughoul 1967, T F 116 corumucd to (')[~nd from i1s modt"SI btgin
ning.s. The ori&inal eighty P ilRJJ in 1hc Dcl111 Ri"er Patrol Group wc(e in· 
cre;l$<'(! to 12j wh1k 11K- fof"C'C.' In 1he RungSat1t:aycd a11boc.i1 foiLy bo.at1. 
New ht licop1er and ~uppon detachments were 11bo a.ddtd to !tit assets of Ilic 
TF 116. A n C\'Clltual ~rrcngth lci~I of 250 PBR.s wu app.ro,·cd by n.:11"'11 
authoriiics, aond 11·i1h thoe lncrcale$ came 9n opans.ion of 11le pa1rol arCllll. 
as welludcployment of f'lJR$ too1hc1 ro1psareas. ln Sl:p!tmbcr,!tn bo.au 
.. ere deplo;·ed 10 r Corp~ in OPE RATION GREEN WA.VE, JU a Int oftbc 
P~R ') 1bilhy IOopcrate in 1he rivers and lagoons o f 1hb area. And whik nOI 
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oe<:uncd la.re on th<' afternoon of 31 Oc1obtr 1966. Two couN.W5UH'ACT COMN..,V$UH'AC1 e1r 11~ c1F 111 e rr m 
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opcnC'd fire on them. Concc1;1trared fire from the PBIU kill· 
cd11'1cr1cwofonesampan, bucthcothcrcscap«lupancar
by ink!. In pursuh, bo1h t>oou bcp.n 1akin1 hca")" fi1e 
from c1111cnched posi1ions alon& 111<' shore or the inle1. 
Pushin& on th1ou1h ihe fire from shore 1hc PBRs came 
upon eight sampans and 1wo junks. Fire was e.'lchan&cd 
\'o hh the enemy boat5. whkh werc suppcncd b)· automarie 
wcapcn$ fire from 1he shore . Williams, realizing rhat his 
pair of P ORs were up against a for l;;arecr force. 
m11ncu,·ercdou1ofthekilling ioneandcallcdforhclicop1er 
sunships. While doing this hc disc;o\·ercd an even larger 
force o f junks and sampan~. Disrcgardina the odds 
W illiams ordered an :mack wiihout waiting for the aun· 
iflips to :mive. Ourin& the tnsuing action the PBR.s 
dcslrO)"tt! or damaged SC\"en junh and nfty Jllll)l)al)S. Lo w 
on ammunit ion. Williams ilt'"Crthcl(3.S continued the auack 
when Lhc hc:liropte1s arrived near dusk . To illumina1e1he 
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romple!d)' sucussful. Jhe opcralion did aive au1horitid in I Corps an idea o r 
•hal Lhe l'BRs could do. which later resulted in rcqunH fo.r 1he iusi1n~n1 
or Game \Varden uniu in 1hc I Corps area. 

OM problem \\hkh arose during PBH: operations was tOOr inabilhy to 
~ate in any kind of hta.\')' SC-&11 . As originally planned Gatne Warden uniu 
•·tre rnponsible for ;ill asp«:ts of river pmrol. Howc,·cr. the P BR$ took a 
1rrmmdous be.tin& from 1hc rouah wains ::at the mou1hs o f 1hc 1h•cu . whkh 
llO! only hindered opmltion$ bur often caused s1ruC'1ural damage to Lhe tig.h1 
boau. Ma result. Com Na.1· For v• in Saigon chanaed the pauol boundari~ 
in Scp!rmber o f 1967. TJK: dcmar<:ation line brtwC>Cn Game Warden and 
M.:arke1 Time was mo,·C'd abou1 fi1·c miles up ri,·cr. •llowina 1hc PC Fs, C'Ut-
1m. and gunboat$ of Markel Time to wo1k 1hc mouths of the rfrcrs, and at 
thrY.mc time allowed ;he PBR.s of Game Ward1rn to expand 1hc1r patrols for
tMT up rin•r. 

As ori&inall)' sr l up. TF J 16 wa~ comp(l;$Cd of 1wo PllR task aroups. bu1 
lllf tontinued expansion of Gamt Warden asseu in lale 1967 rcsuh«I in !he 
nttd for a thanac of 1his structun:. In January 1968. !he number of t:l$k 
poups was inc:rt:a.srd to four. The old Run& ~t P:mol Group remained un
~hanstd. but the Della River P:itrol Group w:i.s split into thrct G roups, one 
r1eh for the Bass:ac. Co Chien. rind ;\1y T ho nl'Cr<. Each of the four arou~ 
had roug.hly lhc ~me usc1s \hough the Rung S:ic Group received 
milld\O·ccpcrs in place of LSTs. 

The: o:p.insion of Game Warden fored w:u imcrruptecl in 1%3 b)· 1hc T el 
of(msh·r . Cauaht off guard by 1hit su.rprlsc all:M;k, many US and A RYN 
unil5 .,.·crt ill-preparM to react quickly to tht fierce communist anack. For
tunate\)' in the dclla rcaion, lhc PBR$ .,.·ere able to cno.,,e ) .,. iftl)' 10 rouncer 
tht VC"s 1hrusts. Near 1he ci1y of Chau Doc, PUR5 surpriK<I two Viet Coo.g 
ba.11alions that were au ackins the town, and causing ha' >' cawa!tics. 
dwupted 1he VC auack. At lkn Trc, l'UR~ . supporced by Seawolf H ueys, 
hriptd thcoci1y•s defenders hold back 1hc guerrillas fo.r 1 hirl)'-~ix hours. until 
ardicfforcc ;urh-cd. Unfonunatcl)', !he communists were able to tcmporari-
1)· ~ Vinh Looi. but not before PBRs inflicted hca' 'Y i;asuahics on them 
andc-.·acua1ed most of 1hesurvivilli allied pcnonncl. 

Oner tht ini!ial impetus o f 1hc Tel Offensive wu spnn. Game Wardrn 
for«S. aloog with 1hc 1'.'lobik Riverine Force and rnher ~lied unlu, mo~«! to 
rmiablish oon1rol of 1hc rqion. ll)' thC" fir~t wttk in April mosl of 1hc 10,1 
vound had been retaken and condi1ions were b:u:icall)· back to the prc-Tci 
prrlod. CO$t to the l'IJR forces had been rclathely 1i1ht in comp.11rison to 
Olhtr allied uniu. Eigh1 sailors .,.·ere k illed, a.nd IJ4 suffered some dcgrtt o f 
-ound. A larac numbt:-r of PBRs were dama,acd. but most were quickly 
rc~ircd. O'·er ~VII'/ Cong 1roops were confirmed killed durln1 this period 
h)' G.tme Warden uniti:. In addi1ion. 111< perrillas were unable to hold any 
!Mjor town for longer than a few days. As a res.ult of their low::s in 1hedcha 
and elsewhere. VC activi1y dropped drama1ically. and allied fof'Cd qukkl)· 
fCC$labtishcd a ndupandcd areas undn their oonlrol. 

Fol!O\\ing Tet , PBR.i; worked their way ba.::~ into the familiar routine o f 
mDrlOlonous patrol.,.,ork. In A pril a ten boat ~lion \\':Ii dctaeh«l to Qui 
Niian in II Corps for OPERATION MA E.:NG HO II (FIERCE T IGER JI) 

'Commantk, Nam/ ForN":S Viclnam. 

(Belo w) PB As could c arry a varlaly of w6apans used under spaclBI cit· 
wmsllnces lnc ludlng 90mm recolllee& rifles, mor1ars, and on one oc· 
eulon 1 bow and anew! This was uaad to fire tlamlng a rrows lnlo 
11\alche<t huls to set thsm abl.1111 without HPOSlng Iha crew lo undue 
r!sks. Ho wev.er, Iha crew below llnds lha l 1 flamethrower cen do the 
)ob 1 whole 101 better on this u rlH of bunkers c1moull1ged as 
houHI one s mall h lbu\ary of the Bsss ac River southweat of Saigon. 
iNoal Hls ti>ry Muuumj 

For a month thi.1 ten boat scc11on supported R<:pubtk o( 11'. orean (RQK) 
!roo~ whose area of responsibility included a numb-fr of wa1erw11ys. 

J)uriq the la le Spl'"in& of 1968 addi1ional J:1sk 1roup .,.-as formed in 
response to renew«! 1uemlla activity in 1he Della. Designated the- Uppc1 
Dfh:1 River Patrol Group, u was 11ssign«I to patrol the rh-ers near lhe Cam· 
bOOi:in border and pre,·ent the now of N\'A ~upplin; from the 's;i. JlC1uu1~· 
in Cambodia. A! lhc $3me 1imf', G ame Warder) units conducted p.111rol~ in lhe 
Saigon area to coun1cr rcnc.,. cd enemy a11ackli 111.ainsc alfi«I troops uld tn
:iotallat ions. 

Thts con~tao! e;o;pansion of Game Warden at1h·itic:S re:sul1ed in increased. 
con1ac1 with the VC•ho .,.ere trying to regain Che initia1i1·c a nd recoup 1heir 
IOS$C$ after 1heTct dis.aster. Durin1a routiM" palrol PBR 750cornered 1 sam
p;in which it had pursucG up a small canal off the .\1)' T ho rhcr. At lhc P BR 
re1urncd to the river. the VC unkashcd a hea1•y ba.rrlliC of mdcu and 
automa1ic weapons fire o n the pacroJ boo.1. \I ii b)' Lwo rodcu. 1hc ctaft 
bqan to burn furiously. and vttr«l tow::ird the beach out of concrol. Four 
more rockc!s slammed Into lhe stricken PBR, causini more damage. One 
crewman, Ounner"s Mare 2nd C lass Pa1 rick Ford. though 5CriOu$ly "'Ound
ed. kepi up a steady mc:1m of fire on 1ht a1..1crrill.u unlit names dro,·e him 
from h is gun mount. With hit clot hes afire, and despite 1he intense- pa.in o f his 
own wounds Ford besan pushing wounded cre.,.·men O\'Cf the side. Covcrtd 
by fire fro10 a SC'COnd PnR, some of 1he men were rcscuro. bu1 Ford """ no1 
among them. Wi1hin a shor1 time addi1ional l'BRs. Vietnam~ troops. 11nd 
foor helkop1ers from HA L-3 a rrived in 1hc area a.nd began an c.ttcnsi•·e 
sca~h for the missing ncwmcn. Two bodi~ were rc;.:ovcrcd. but no Ir.tee of 
Fo rd .,.oas found. Wich the approai;h o f nig.ht sea rch efforts were C'311cd of( 
and1hefom:rctiredfromthe arca. 

Af1er lhc bau!c. a Vlt'I Corrg pa.no! found Ford's body wa1h«I up on the 
s-horelincwhereit h:idbttn o,·erlookedbythcscarch fortt5 . lnamo,·ewhich 
could only be ('_\peel«! from a cruel and ' icious enemy, the VC i 1akcd out 
Ford0s bod~· in pla in view on lhe ri\•cr bank in hopc.s of en1icina another PllR 
into an ambush. For1una1cly, 1hc local i:hief o f a Popular Forces outpost 
learn«! of Chis and d ispa1ehcd his 1roops 10 lhe Kcnc where they rou1«1 the 
guerrillas and reco,·ell:'d 1he ~a ilor's body. Thh action undoub1edty saved 1hr 
Pllfl:s from a deadly ambush if lhey had 1ricd to re<:o,•er !he body on !heir 

(Above) A PBR Mk II mi>vas up a waterwa~ In the Mekong Del111. The 
main 'flSu&I dllterenc• betwetn a Mk I and Mk II PBR was lhe cuTYeO 
portion o t !he supara1ructure on the Mk II. The rou nd object atop the 
pole ls e Reytheon 1900/W rada1 u nl1 used for nlghl p11rols. (US Na'l-y) 
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Younger rHders m•y not rem1mber 'tl'S A DAISY', but lhe gener•· 
!Ion which g11w up during lh• 1950s and 1960s saw and haard II In 
ad¥ert111m1nt1 tor Del1y Air RUies. Thau sailors post In front or a 
turret wllh th• polant .,mtm1nt ol a .SO c1llb1t m1chln1 gun with a 
,3(1 callber gun mounted alop It. While such g1'91fltl was ofl•n found 
on riverine ¥HHll, olflclal policy frowned on II. 'SAT CONG' roughly 
tt1nslalH as 'KILL COMMUNISTS'. (Benedellll 

An Armored Troop C.,rler (ATC) or Fll¥er AsSlult Squadron 11 , Am 
Assault DM5lon I 12, In the Mekong Della during lhe summer ol 19'!" 

An Auault Support Patrol Boat (ASPB) moored along a shoreline duf· 
Ing a break In oper•Uons. Note the uu of hHvy mHh screening 
around th• forward tunet lo detonate RPOs b1lor1 lhey hit lhe turret. 
(Benedetti) 



Assault Support Patrol Bost (ASPB) 
ol River Asuull Squ•dton 11, River 
Assault Division 111 durlr,g April of 
1968 In the Glad Due eree. 

Mines ware a const1nt problem for the riverine forces. 
This Ass-ult Support Patrol 8011 (ASPB) shows jusl how, 
deadly a mine could be. The mine deton1ted under lhe 
boat'$ stern, kUllng or Hrlously wounding the entire 
<:rew. (Benedlttl) 

A non·propelled b1rr1cks ship at Yung Tau. These ber· 
racks ships proylded much nMdlld berlhlng l1cllltles for 
Mobile Riverine Force personnel but had to be tow.d 
from ar&a l o ar•• which caused serious mobili ty pro
blems tor Iha force. (Mesko) .. 

A UH·1H of the 336th Ass.ul t 
Hellcop1er Company •anding on en 
ATC(H) of Rher Asuult Ohol&lon 91 , 
Juneol1968. 
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own. Jn recos.nilion of his bn111ery, the naYy pos1humouily a .. 1udtd Ford the 
Na•·y Cross and latC'f named a frigate (FFG S4) arttr him. 

lly late 1968. 1ht tncmy 1hrca1 in mos1 of lhc PllR pauolltd aros had 
diminished 10 such • poim 1ha1 addi1ion3l du1ics were assig.ntd to the task 
aroup:s. The most notable of chnc was O PERATION SEALOR..DS which 
bq.an in cbc fall of 1%8. Garnc Warden unils 1camtd up ... ilh Mtrkct time 
·S,.·ifl ' boau and lhe Mobile Ril"e1ine Force 10 arry out a $Cl"ks o r optfll· 

tions dcs1Jlltd 10 imndid communist supplid fr<>m Cambodia. Market Time 
PCFs :u.sumc-d responsibility for p;ltrol are:is further up ri•·tr. freeing 1he 
l'BRs 10 also mo1c furthn- up rh·cr. 

Al zhe s.ame 1ime SEA LORDS ..-~ ~in& rarrini ou1. '1cps were taken co 
prol"ide Vic1namcse n:wal personnel wich !raining in PBR opcraliol\S, wilh 
the C'\cntual l"icw ofturmn1over pa1rol dulics 101hem. This procns of ' \'k t· 
naminiion· wu known in navy chdn as the ACC'!;'lcratct.1 Tumo1·cr Plan (/\C· 
TOV). h called for a srqoenlinl or gradual 1urno1·rr of US assc1s to the Vie!· 
namcsc. startina first " 'ilh the combat rorecsand CYcntually foUo .. in1 .. ith 
thcsupporl unirs. In prac1~ . a VjctnanlC'SC' was a.ssis,ncd toa PHR wherc onc 
of the US cr~·mcn .. ould trnin him in his job. When the VioetnalllC'SC' sailor 
.. -as fully 1r1ined. 1hc Amerkan sailor would dtp;lfl and &J"IOlher Vietnamese 
sailor would report for tn.lnin& by another US s.ailor. And "·hilc a rew snags 
oeeastorially de1·clop('d in the prog~am, b)' early 1969 11\f phasin1 out of 
Arncrican manned PBR.s was .. ·ell under way. and by 1hc fall of 1969 lhcre 
\\crt few boats opcralin& with whokly Amcrican crc .. ·s. 

The l.ui m•jor opc1111ion in which 1hc PBRs took par! .. ..._, durin& 1hc $pr· 
in& of 1970, the invuion of Ca.mbodia. Workina wi1h HAL·l and VAL-4, 
the" PBlb helped co1·tr thc advanc( in10 Cambodia of 1·;uious US and Vici· 
namoc: riverine forttS. Rcsis1ancc w.u rcla1h·dy li&.hL and followin1 1hc 
rcst.rictiom im~ by President Nixon. mos1 of the oombal "''" Cil.rrkd OU! 

by 1hc Vidnamcsc. Following the Cambodian in•·a:sion, US naval !lrcngch 
was reduced dramatically. lh' the end of the summcr US na1-al manp()wcr had 
ba:n cul in half and over riahtY ptr cent of all operational cr<1.ft had bttn 
1urncd O\'cr 10 the Vidnamcse. The rcmalnins US Naval pcrsonnd worked 
primarily in ~upport , logistkal, and advi-sor)' rok:s. In cffeet. , this spelled !he 
end of Game Warden. During the four ycart that Task Force I 16 "·as in ex
istence it had played a ~ital role in brcakina the sm1naJe hold which the Vitt 
Cong had bKn holdil!£ on tht the Mcl:o1!£ lklta. By •w(Uh·e patrollin&. 
PBR sailon ll("arlp1oppcd the now of supplies and killed rhousancb of &\ler· 
rillas. Thcu pauob allowed the population of the dd1a 10 frttly use the 
.. -atcrwa)'t Without fear of 111ack by the com.munis1.5 and &<WC the South Viet· 
narndt go•·ernment the opportunhy to e~tend its control ovcr the rcsion. At 
times the co.s1 ... :IS high, but the PBR sailort nc•·cr failed 10 carr)' out an 

(Abo11•) This PBR, wllh addlllonal personnel ebo•rd. cruises up lht 
My Tho rlnr do ring• swHp In the Mekong Delta. A PBR normally Caf· 
rt•d a crew of lour or llYe d•pendlng on the mission. (US Navyl 

(Abo11e) B•c•use of lhe const•nl wHr and IHr on t~m the PBR• 
nHd9d periodic OYerheuls to keep them In senlce. This PBR Is being 
titted aboard Iha Gau ett County (LST-7861 lo undergo melntenanct 
and repai r wo rk. These s.upporl LSTs urrled !ult aqulpm•nt and 
spare par1s to ma in I t in Iha up to thlny PB Rs which operated lrom the 
ships. (US NaW"y) 

PBlb w11e uud 10 c a tl"'I bolh US end ARVN 1roops lor emphlblous 
!endings egalnst s mall enemy con1rollad islands along lh• wetarways 
or working with MobH• Rlwerlna Forces. This boel c11rlesVlelnemest 
lroops for an assaul t o n Ten Dinh ls ltnd during OPERATION BOLD 
DRAGON Ill. (US Na"~) 



This l•ndlng cr•ll hH be•n convened to • rfnr mlnesw .. per (MSM) 
tor use elong the wate rways In Yletn1m. A number ol lhes. we re 
tmployed elong lhe river le1dlng lo S•lgon •nd In I Corps . This ptr· 
lk:ultr veas.1 It coming Into Nh• Be •lt•r • mission on the long hu. 
(IJS N8'1y) 

miJpmall. ThrouJh the tfforu of mc-n lik<: Williams. OU<:Uct. 11nd Ford. the 
\'~ Con1 "'«e unablr 10 impQSr lhdr brand of barbarity on 1he Vit1namtse 
ddla popuLiition. Fu1urc: c:•·cnts would undo what 1hoc men and coum!m 
thousu11h likt them had aCC'omplished. but lhe:Sc l.::ircr c\'C'lllS in no wa)· 
dimini~h 1hc oumandin1 job ... ·hich 1~ sailors did. 

Task Force Clearwater 
Until 1967 Game Warden rorcc::1 opera1cd almost c.ii:clusively in the 

~!cl:ong Odra region. How'C'vcr,early ln 1967, Genc:ral Lewis Walt, 1hcrom· 
11U1nder of US rroops in I Corps, requested 1hat MACY assiJn JO 10 40 PD Rs 
Of .llSPlb to his command for u~e on the Perfume and Cua Viet Rivers whkh 
.. 'tfe •·i1al supply routes in Thuo Thieu and Qu.ang Tri pro•incn. The Per· 
fUlll(Ri•·ersc:rvt'd as the main 1ineof 1ranspor1a1i:on for men and ma1crials 
rominJ up from the port of l>;o Nang to the old capital 11 Hue, and 1hc Cun 
Vitt Ri.-er linked Don.i Ha lO 1he Soulh China Sea. Each cily was. an impor· 
1u1dcfcnsi"eand suppl)" Jl(lint for .illieduni1.sin J Corp$, and thcscrarrow 
riven provided a •·cry ltf!UOW: link with the coastal porlS; 1heu rivers were 
wok paina in the allied defrnSh'c ~tra1cgy. 

Oemr.il Wall's c-onecrn over 1he situ<i!ion wi:uju51ified. but unfortunattly, 
111¢ Na•")" .,..as not in It position to rc-adily comply with his 1c-qucs1. Neither TF 
116 nor TF 117 were able 10 spare PB Rs or ASrBs sinec bo1h "'ere in shor1 
wpply ~read)'. However. rccognizina lhat a re:1l 1hrc;1;1 C;"l:isted in I Corps, 
\ IACV '"'orkcd our a 1emporar)' solution. T"·o mobile ruR 1uppor1 basn. 
.-ercocdcrcd cons1ructcd for U.(C on each river. The: fin;!, Mobilt Support 
But I (,\18 ll, was rons1ruc1cd from Ammi btr&I'$ and was. ready 10 support 
Im boars by November of 1967. Thetc 1cn boats were formed into Ri•·cr Di"i· 
i:ionSS and dcplo)·cd to Da Nana i11 !ate NO\"Cmbcr. Di•·ision SS "'"aS followed 
sbortly b)' RiHT Sa"lion 521 onboard a Game Wardell LSTand MB! in ea_rl~· 
On-tmbcr. Upon arrival in Da Nana both unit5 were scn1 10 Tan ;<.ly on !he 
Pn(umc Rfrer and bcpn rooductina patrols in January or 1968. 

Dc-ploymen1 o r PB Rs 10 the Perfume Rh·er qui..:kl)' cleared up most oft he 
l'Cthrear in 1h;i.t area, bl.it on 1he Cua Viet River a different solution "·as 
nttdtd, and ~cd quicJcly. The Merine ba.sc :i.t Kbe Sanh had come under 
sitjt. ind nellrly all 'upplics for 1he Marine b;uc passed 1hroug.h DonJ Ha. 
Realirins the importance of the Cau Viet Ri•·« the NVA and VC made a con· 

Ct'rted effort usina mines and carefully laid ambushes to cho~e of the flow of 
traffic up the ri•'er. When the enemy managed to 5ink :rn LST, ~·IACV " 'as 
fin:-ll)' forced to do o:ometMna. Sinct" Mobile Suppon Bise II (M0 I fl" II.Ji nm 
)"<:I rt:.id)', MACY ordered TF 117 to send Ri•·cr Assault Ojvidon I J2 (RAD 
11 2) less its ASPUs, 10 1hc Cua Vic1. lo pan 1his derision was based on 1hc 
ract th:u thnc ri.-crine crart were more hea"ilY am1ort'd than the PB Rs and 
could bcucr withsrnnd an ambush. Another consideration was that ir the 
NVA $ubjecccd 1hc boa\5 or lheir base 10 artilkry fire ii " ould be less cffcc· 
1i1·c agains11he armed ri•·cr craft than ;1gains1 the liahtly armored P llR<. 
Howc•·er. the Tet Offcnsfrc slowed 1heir deployment and u was not unHI 
M:itch of 1968 th;u MAD 11 2 reached the Cua Vic1. 

The power o f 1he Tee O ffcnsi1•c shocked US military officialJ :md (Ol"ce<I 

1hem to r('("valuaic cxis1ing policies. Auads curicd oul agaiMI allicd "t$.Sels 
on the Prrfumc and the Cua Viet Rh·eu during this period aiusird 1he new 
cnmmander of l Corps, Gcnernl C rciahton Abrams. 10 rcqun1 additional 
rh"Cr naf1 and the organi:dng of a Stpanrc 1:uk force to protect and coot· 
dina1e all river lmffie Jn the rcsion. ln rnpon.se Nava\ headquarters in Saigon 
sci up Task Force Clearwater on 24 February aboard MU 1·. Task Force 
Ckannuer was divided into l"''O 1ask groups, the Hue Ri.-cr Security Group, 
and the Dona Ha Rr.·erSccurit)" Group. The Hue Group included MO I, ten 
PIJMs, and fh•e LCM-6.s com·crled for mincs,.ccping du1ics. while 1h.c Dong 
Ha force had one CCB, lhrcc moni1ors, and ten ATD. 

With 1hcse forec:i: . the Na.-y attempted 10 keep both waterways open. Sup· 
ported by fbcd wing aircraft. helicopters, ariillcry. and local ground troops, 
the l'llM ~ and riverine craft Jl'IHOJIC"d the ri•crs counterin& aHtmpts by lhc 
NII A and VC to dose these vi1al supply lion. ~Pitt their herok efforts, 1hc 
com111uni.1"1S s till managed 10 sink bolh logis1ica! and es'on craft, a lthough 
neither ri .-er wasc•·er doKd. This renewed cnemyeffon promplOO I Corps to 
rcqu\"31 more PBRs since 1hcir sp«d allowed them 10 react more: quickly to 
n1111cks than 1ht ~10 .. ·er 111o•·ing rh·crinc craf1 of 1he Dona Ha 111oup. Ten 
more PBRs "'frt deploycd from forces in the Rung SllL 1llcsf: •rri.-cd in t'"'O 
incrrmcnts. fi.-cboou in May and fi\"ebo.1tfinJurtc. TheyrrliC"\·cd RAD J 12. 
whtch returned lo lhe delta. all hough six A TCs were temporarily kf1 behind 
for mincswceph11 work until fi1•f LCM·6s could be rtconfiaurcd for 1he 
minC$wttping role. Lacer 1ha1 summer three PACVs were rcusiint'd from 
1hc delta lo work wilh the Hue 1ask group. and ci&hl LCP l..s, tspccially fined 
for night sur .. cillanec work, auamcnted the PBRs or 1he Don.i lfa section. 
These night surveillance LCPLs were filled with a !10."C111)"·fOUr inchzenon ps 
infrared sea1chli,gh1 and manned b~· Marines from a searchlight bauerr. In 
eddition 1hcyearrlcd 11 .50and .JO c;1Jibcr machin,• aun fore and aft aloC1a 
whh lhe •01.rious small arms of lhe crew. They patrolled tht Cua Viet from 
dusk to dawn in an aucmpt 10 cut down on communist minin.i activity at 
ni&ht. Thou&h li&htlyumcd romparcd 10 the PB Rs 1hcy could bc11cr handle 
1be heavy SCaJehlight gear, and ifa scriou$ firefi.gh1dfvcloped1hcy could C'lllJ 
in PllRs for support. 

Br the fall o r 1968, effor1s to clear the Perfume Ri•·er had )Utt«dird. 
i Encmr forC"CS had been dri•·cn ou1 of the area and the thrtat roihipping had 

all bu1 diU:ppcarcd. A s a rN11lt. the POR< bc&an workina the adjaccnl water
ways 10&e!her "·ith c!cmcntJ. of the IOls1 Airborne Divi!ion (Airmobilc) in an 

• No task Jorey numbtr .. ·or t'\"Cr OSS•81ft'd 10 Task FQt CC Cleorn·a1rr. 

Following• request lor eulstence to help kHp the Perlume and Cu• 
Viet Rivers open brown water PBR end MRF units wer• dlspelched to 
I Corps In Northern Ylelnam. The erew of this PBR ch&ek the klen · 
Uftcatlon papers ol lhe Vie tnamese eboard • sm1ll sampan on Iha 
Perfume rlnr. The 111Hor M a r the bow Is armed with a M· l6 whlle lhe 
one astern carries a shotgun, both wear llak J•ckets tor pro tectio n 
•gslnst s melt •rms fire. (US N•YY) 

)9 



Thi. •hllrtlrnoulhe<I Petrol Air cushion Vehkle (PACY) present• • for
mkllibte •PPHttnc. H II mOffl aero*' a dry rice peddy In lht Mekong 
Della. Wllh I~ eblllly lo oper•I• on both lend and w•ter, and able to move 
OYer low ob1taclH, the PACV WH ldHll'f lulled tor UH In th• Della 
region. DHpll• lhe PACV'I •ll~llY•nHI II• Mgh co• t prohibited 
wld .. prH d uH with only three mac hlnH •Hing service with lhe Navy In 
Vietnam. (US Navyl 
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LCPL It Cat Lo In Novembe1 or 196S. 

Mln .. Wffpll'IQ Bal (non.magnetlC) 
(MSB) of Detechmenl A, Mint 
SquedfOn 11. This boel was sunk In a 
VC ambush on 15 February 1967. 



{Al>ovl!I) Slncl!I no l acllitles w11r11 available lor thl!I PBRs d11ployed to I 
Corps r-(oblle Besa Ona {MB 1) was conslructed horn 'Amml' bargH 
111d used H • Hoatlng base. (US Navy) 

(Above) The Ntwy dispatched Iha lhrH PAC Vs they h•d undu evalua· 
Uon In the Mekong Della to I Corps tor aYalu•Uon under d lflerent con
ditions. This PACV ls coming alongstde a dock •lier• patrol up th• 
Pt1fume. (US N•vyJ 

{Right) The crews ol these PSAs bring down lhe American /tags tor 
Iha IHI time prior to lurnlng over their boa ts to the South Viet· 
n1mue. (US Army) 

(Below) On l_ho Cua Viet River the Navy decided lo deploy the more 
heavily armored riverine cralt ol River Assault Division 112. This 
Monitor moYeS slowly along the river while Its crow carelully walches 
the shoreline tor any sign al acliYity. (US Army) 

(Above) Upon erriv1I on the Cua Viet RIYer RAD 112 carried out axlen· 
sl~e P• lrol and escort missions. This ATC crulsH close to shore to 
check out suaplclous signs ol enemy ec:IMly. (US NeYy) 
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C'ffor11o · p:1eify' th<' 1egion :111d dri\'C' 001 th<' rC"mn:m1sof1hc NVA and VC 
for~. Ho.,.·r.·tt. on 1he Cua ViC'I Rh·cr, theNVA launched a rmC"Vo·tdC'ffon 
10 clOSI' thC' ""1erway 10 allied trafrk Marion triC'd 10 J«Ure the shoreline 
.lp•nsl thne au3cks bu1 1he du~·i"C' J UC'rtiHas stiU manaaC<I 10 COfllinu.c the 
auackt. Thi~ kept 1he Dong Ila unit on 1he defcnsi•·c. and as N VA efforts in· 
C'le.l•cd. more mmb, .. «ping •"CSSC'IS had w be a.s~igncd 10 augcmcnt thC' 
LCM"6s. Thtw IK" addition~ included thr~ S7 foot fast ~ISlh from 
~hncdl\1sion J JJ " 'htch were much beoer equipped 10 handle the mine 1brei11 
or. lhc Cua Viet than 1hc con•·crltd landing craft. With rhnc additional 
boat), 11\C' Q1ua11Qn wu aradually turned and by mid-1?69 auach alorJ& tht 
Cua V1C'I River had ~n sutte'$Sfull )' coruained. Ho"'C\'fr, con~1 anl p:oinoll
lng ""f still coorinunl ~inoi: 1hc ri"ers proxim:ny 10 1he D~IZ and Laos &DH 
th~ communi1u the oppor1uni1)· 10 quickly s1;igc: 311acl.:J if 1hcy ftl1 iillkd 
for=< ,,.·ae bccomins lax. 

Minesweepers 
Early in !he ,,..ar the Viet Co11tccarricd out a numbcrofanacks again$1 bolh 

mili1ary and commC'rcial ' 'tslcls usins a ~adcty of e,\plosivn and mines. A 
US ('SCorlC11rrier. bcinguscda.sanaircran1ranspor1.W11s1unk:u 1hcSaia:on 
dock by chara:« pla«<I on her hull by VC ~~.On 11\c river ltading 10 
Saia:on a numbfr of cargo ships "ere dam,.td by mines dctonaicd f10111 the 
~tlore, "hilt on lht smaller canals a nd s1rnms the Vicin:unese Na vy 10'"1 
\C\'Cral jullh and RAG boou 10 similar dc•·icc:s. Follo,.ing 1hc carrier inci
dent. incrC'~ harbor sun·elll:ir\<'C' eu1 ctown on auacks o f th1s nature but 
1hrouahout the "'";u tnenl)' swimmers remained::. 1hrt<11I. nOI o nl)' 10 moored 
shiJ)3'. b111 a lso to ~hore nnd ri•·cr facilities' 

To coumer the enemy's minina: effort on 1he ma in rivers. 1hc US Kill four 
S7 fool wooden hulled minn"«ptr$ (MSBs) w \'ieinam in earl)' 1966. Thcst.' 
boats of Mir~ Squadron 11 " m: d~ia:mutd De1achn1cnt Alfa and arrwed on 
the Lona: Tau 1ivcr in March of 1967. Assigned to Game Warden forces. 
Detachment Alpha opcr1.1td undtr Tuk Group 116.4 with i1s headquarters in 
Saison. Workina along)·ide of Vietnamese uuit5 thc American crc"s swC"pl 
1hc Lons Tau daily 10 keep it clear of C'ncmy mines. Normally, the Viet
nl.m$ "ffe responsible for !he :irca from Saigon ~u1h to N.ha lk while the 
US cklachment co•·ned !ht.' ~1rctch o( 1he Loll$ T au from Nha lie to the 
South China St".1. 

J}o1h the AmC'rican' and Viti Co11s n:ali1.nl qui1c early that thci:c 
m1nn"-ttl'l'n "ffC t~lrtmely importan1 if the lifeline to Saigon was to be 
kepi opcn. TM US Navy r~pondcd b)' doubling the number of MSLh 
deplO)'cd on lhe Lo ng Tau ""ithin a year o f 1he arri .. al of OttachmcnL Alfu. 
For 1hdr par! 1he communil"IS incre~ the frt([UC'OCY of auads agains1 1hc 
ha:h1I)' armed MSBs. I~ Ftbruary 1967 ,,..as a parlieularl)· bad d:ir for thc 
mincs,.ttprrs. Usin1 mine. rockets. recoillcu rifles. and au1oma1ic weapon$ 
lhc VC ~nk o ne mincswttptr (MSB-4S). SC"'C'fd)' damagtd anolhC'r 
(MSB-49). and hi1 l" O ochers; l"O u.ilors we(t killed and si, t«ll were 
""OtmdOO. but dcs-pite rhrn lhc unit "1U $Wttping 1he rivct" 1hc ne.\1 d~-y. The 

•O,,rint 1lu- 1968 Ttt o//tnsfrt. VC sapfN~ U$i11g uuba ~t'llr purch~d ul a 
fQCfl./ PX. bl~w 11p u major brldl).t i11 Hur. 

ferocity of 1hcsc au.ch sho""td jus1 how much lhe minf'.S"~ we1C' hur
t ins !ht VC s effort. T o coun1t11hnc: a11acks, incr("3Jcd PBR and hcJ1cQpt(T 
lUppo!'l " ru: pfOYided "''hite 1hc nCV.1)' conJtitut'11 Mobile Ri>·cri1,1c Force ron
duc1C<I a « nes of $"C'CP' a!on.a the Lona Tau to rOOI out the 1ucrrilla uniu. 

The communisis also tried mining th.-: Cua Vitt and Pnfomc ri.-crs in I 
Cor~. and beina only a .thon distance from North Vietnam. h ..,.as much 
ea5ITT fo r the enemy 10 tr:.nspon mmtt 10 1hcsc rh'trs. Requests f1om 1ht 
~larincs in late 1967 promp1cd tht Na•")· 10 assign five" LCM-6s con•er!td 10 
minc:s""S«'JX'rs fo1 U.$(' on lhc l'C'rfume Ri"er in coojunt1ion with. a iktach
mC'n! of PllR5. Co'i:'flgC for the Cua Viel Ri•i:'r " '1'1S pro•·idcd b)' a rhn1nc 
division. minus Its ASPlls. whose A TC5 had bttn fiucd wsth mino....-ccp1oi 
gC"ar. In mid- 196.t! 1htsc: minNwetping ATU were replattd b)' fhe COl\\i:"fl<°d 

LC~l-fu which ""trc belier equipped for rninN....-n:pi11t d u1y. E•'t ntually. tbc 
Cua Viel forei: Wit.'. 1upplcmen1cd by three MSBs from Oa N3ng harbor, 
whose main responsibility " ":U 10 kttp thc LST turnin& basin a1 CWi Vici 
:swepc ofmlllCS. 

Wh1Jc1hcsechangowcre1oingon up norlh. rt0rg1111i:ialion ,,.·as1akioi 
['l:toi: 1n 1he w.u1h. l>elachmcnt Alfa was increased in s trrngth and r« ommif
smncd as Mincc Dh·bion 112 durin& 1ht C'11rly spring of 1963. Follo,,.·ing this 
Mnx 01•u1on I lJ " "3.S crrattd. from •11rious u~is in 1he Rung Sat ZOl1C'. 
The'k t"o units. opco1~1in1 bolh MSlls and .\ISMs. cffceti>·ely contail!Cd 1ht 
mhw thrcilt on 1hc Lons Tau Ri\'er. AJ a result of this 1ht Vttt Congbepnt 
mor-c .:mi•e camp;iign ap.ins1 moored ~hips using )impct min1:1 carried by 
s"immtn. ' ' num.bC'I' of moored ships a nd b;irg" were sunk 01 d.,ma.gcd by 
these: acracks. bu1 illCl'C'a$oed •1gilanct on the part of ~rity form CUI down 
thc.s.ucccs$ofthcsta111c1ts. 

While the communists OCQlionally made" s1xdal cffom Oil the Lons Ta11 
and Cua Viet Ri>·en, no1ably 11 the end of 1968 11nd into early 1969. constant 
p;itrolUng by lhe •·arious minrswe<:pillJ units near Saiaon and ill I Corp$ ktpl 
both rivcf$ open to 1raffic. Thnc forces had to be on consiam akrt since tht 
cnem)· "~ alwayi; quid to 11y $Orne IK"' o r unonhodo~ "<I)" w la)· mines. To 
counter thi::sc aucmpu. US uilon replied ..,;1h 1hcir o"·n ingenious solutiom 
in 1hisd~dly ba11teof...,its. Dc<!ipitetheir bcs-1 C"fforu:.1heNVA and VC"i:"rc 
unabk to s1op 1hc now of men 3nd matctials up the rh·ers, and allhough tilt 
cost wa.sof1cnhish,1hC'CJtwsofthC'minowCC'pCrs1KYCrfailcd1okci:ptllc 
Wll!C'rW11)'$ open. 

HAL-3 
While Task Foret I 16 ,,..as formallyn1ablishcd in ~Wof 196S. i1 "''U 

wmc four months before tht fir$l PBRs and Swirl boalS actually bfpn 
opcra1ing along the dd1a waterways. Their first few enpa:cmcnb taught 
wn1c hard learned lessons. am011g which was 1hc nttd for airaupportlo 

To p rovld• b.ses ol op&r1Uons each ol lh• LSTs ass lgn•d to TF 118 
wn •quipped to handle a D1lachm1nl ol two UH·1 Hueys. Th is UH· 
18 guns hip taku oft from th1 helicopter deck ol H1met1 County(LST 
821) tor 1 s lrlke agelnsl lhe Viet Cong. These lnltlal Hueys ware loa n
ed to the N1vy by lhl 1971h AHC untll lhe Navy could procure Its own 
choppus. (US NHYI 



rounter Cllfm)· firc:pcwtr. Whik the- PnR~ and Svl'ift boats rarritd .S()c11.1ilxr 
llkhim: auns. irrn.adt lau(lchcu. mor1af1 and 01hn lighl wcaf)()n$. th.:y 
'"'C'ft found 10 be J\O maich for du& in Vi~/ C<Jtlf: fore<':§ with rod:tl 111.unc:hcrs 
and rttoillas rino. This ... ;u brou&ht homt durin.s:. firefight near C:rn T ho 
"hrn Pl1Rs .,.·ere hit by conctalcd S7mm rc.:o1lleu 1ifks: and could not ~up. 
Pft"U 1his he-a'')" firt wi1h lht wcapcns on board. 

Th< rc-.,ulu of thU and other tarly cnp1c:mc-nt$ "' t"IC l t"J>Oflcd 10 na,~11 
htadquartcrJ in S.ti&on whtrc th.: usistant chitf-of·starf. C:.p111.ln John 
Sl!C"ppard s.a.,.· the rcpcns. Afl.:r an:1lyl.in1 these r.:pcrls . he propost"d !hat if 
tilt rivc-r patrols ,.·en: to OpC"l:tle cffC'"C'li,·ch Jhcy would nttd air suppcrt , 
'J)Cdallyassigncd helicopter gunships. l·lo"'·c•·crdopiic-1hc logicof rhis11nd 
I.ht O!Wious n('((f of such ~upporl, ttltrt "ere problems in orpnizin& such ti 
fortl'. Tht primary ob:slacln were- !he l:irk of I rained Na'")' aircrews and lhc
bcl:: of hdicop1ers in-1:00nLI")'. A fter discussion$ wi1h the A.rmy .11. trmpcruy 
i.olu1ion "-as ¥."Orkcd ou1 whereby the 197th Aviation Helicopter Compa:n)" 
(1971h AHO p1o•idcd tig.llf lkJI UH-Ill gunships to lht Na1•y unlil lhc-y 
rouldacquirc thrirown. 

Aircre,.·s. hOW(""Cr, wc1c hardtr JO come by, but ("'entuall)' lhc Navy dtc"id
cd to use pc1sonnd from Helicopter Combat Suppcrc Squadron One (HC-ll 
balotd ac lmptri11.l Beach California. This Squadron was nstntiaUy :1 non
com~! wppcrt unit which had "'orktd m<1inly in 1hc search and rescue role 
oITofancraf1.:arritTs.N:avalauthori1ics fell 1ha11hcsccrewscouldbcquick
ty recrail!C'd on 1hc sunshlps, dimina1in1 the nC"'l:d to wait until n~ C'f~ 
rould be prOCt.1rtd from night school. 

()f)Cl' this decision w:u made, volumcx1s wcr<: ~-alltd for and four 
dc'1a<hmenU of cighl pilou and an ~ual number of a(rcr~mcn we1c form
al. Eich detachment was 10 be ~uippcd with t.,.·o Am1y 'uppli«I UH -IB'. 
•h:Jch ,.·ere alrady in Vicrnctm. The.k" we-rt 1he first ~1tps in 1hc p1occss 
•tll<"h ('\"fntuUly ro:ul1«1 in 1ht: fihL Na,·y htliwptcr au;ick s;quadron. ij~· 
llttJunc o f 1966 thtltad dtmen1. Dc1achmtnl 29 . ..-as rt3.dy 1oship out. 11 
trri1·C'd in Vicmam at rhe 1>c1:mnin1 of J uly undc-1 the command of Litu1t· 
11a.n1 Commander Willi.am Rock"cll and immcdiitclybcp.n tr.i.ining "'ilh 1he 
1971h AHC. Cl.l.S:IQ in lactia, main1cnance. :11•·ionics and airframe 
d11.1acteri$tics "'ere held d<Jily. Following 1hocc!iu.sc:s, familiarillr1ion nightl 
ind prac11ct minions 1<o ere flown until the Arm)' instrue1on: were con1·inad 
thll llK Na•-y personnel were- re-ad)'. 13)" la1c summer a.II four dctachmemt 
• ·ne jvd&td combat r.:ad)' and on 14 l\ugusi , the: crews 1110,·td to 1he USS 
Tonup (LSD 26) for 1raniofer to ihcir assian«I baSC'S. A month la1cr. on 19 
Scptrnibn. four Navy IXl:ichmtnu. (two hc:licoptcn each). 1ook 01·cr rnp
pon of TF 116 from Army uniu. 

Durina their initial deployment lhc four Dct3chmcn~ wetc sprad out 10 
«nn as widt- an area :u their Jimiltd numbcrt ... ootd allo .. ·. Ooc 1wo 
llciiroplel Dc1achmtnt. alollf, with tl:tc unil"s bt";ldquancn: "'-;u loc:a1td al 
\'1111s Tau on !he co;u1. bccom111g ofrK"ially kno"'n as "HC-1 Dc1achmcnt. 
Vuni Tau'. Unofficially •he uniL .,..ns nicknamed 'Ro"·elrs Rau' (exactly 
'°""'this: name came aboul h11.s yet to be di:sco•·c:rcd). 1\ KCCJnd D<:iachmcm 
Gpflalcd out of Nha lk, a linlc ioulh of Saigon in the Ru111Sa1111ea. a third 
Dftachmcn! w:u 'iluatC'd toward tht crnttr of the Mekong Delta al !ht river 

A Seawolf Huey end lh• v•rlous weapons It c1rrle C1. Nol shown I r& 
the .30 and .SO caliber mechlneguna curled b'I' aome s hips lo coun!er 
the VC'a lncreesM 1ntl·alrcrall detenses which began 10 be e n
e<)unlered In the mld-19601. The Seawoll Insignia ls carried on l ho 
nos e and NAVY on the Boom. Some he llcoplers carrled lhe wo1ds 
UNJTED STATES NAVY In b leck on lhe boom eerl)I In lhe war. (US 
NevyvlaCrus1'1'1sn} 

!Own o f Vinh Lon&. and lhc four1h Detachment was )1a!ioocd aboard tht 
USS Comsioc:k (l.SD· l9J. which cruiml off the coast. T hese deployment 
JOC"<1tions "·<'rt used un1il 1hc four spc.:ially modified LST5 began arrh•in& in 
early No•·cmbc-r of 1966. Thc3c l..ST~ were ~uippcd to provide fuel, muni-
1ion<1. aOO m~lntcrnince facilit ic:J for 1he 1wo U H-l Bs and qu3ners for the 
eight airCJC"''i of a dtlilchmenl. Thrtc of !ht four LSTs ""Cft al.,.'3)"$ on line 
while 1hc foonh ... --u undcraoing rcplcnishmenL or repair. Tht)' operated 
alon& 1hc Basuc. Co Chien, and H.11m Luon& rivers and providtd a mo bi!t 
basc from "hich JUMhlp operations could be earned OOL 

Ourln1 ihis early ptdod lh.c foor IX1achmcn., took pan in numerous IC· 
lions aaainst lheclusi\ t iuerrilta fore~. On JJ Oc1obcr. they 1nmcd up 1<o ilh 
l'Bll:s n,gainst 11 VCsampan Otct of ~ev~nly·fi"e jun.Jc~ on the My Tho river. 
Durin& :i thr.:c hour running bauk 01·cr Of1y of the j11nk1 ""CIC sunk and a 
J:;irgc number o f encm)' l roops killed. In mid-DC\:cmber anothtr l'Cfo1cc was 
tnp.ied on Che My Tho \\htn PBRi ran in lo hca1•y fire from fortified po!i
cioni alona cht ri,cr"s tdic. Na•·y aunships " ere called in to provide su.ppcrt 

A detachm•nl ol two Hueys operatad lrom lhls b.tlirge a t Nhe Be. TM 
nHreat UH·1 has a .SO caliber mac:hlne;un mounted ln the s t arboard 
door gunner's poslllon. (US Navy) 



lr1l'arly 1968. when the Tc1offcnsive"11~!aunehcd, theScawoi•·c:shclpcd 
10 hold '11rious delta to"os 1ga1ns1 lhc surpri\'C auack. One<: the communQ 
offt"nsi•·c- was bluntC"d the .~uadron "l'nt bacl 10 itl oriaina.1 mission and 
helped to rerake ground losl durin& 'Tet' , In !ate 1968 1hc Sca .. ·ot•·n too~ 
pa.rt in OPERATION SEALOIWS at 11 blocking force. Some Detaehmcnu 
were shift«! closer to C::imbodia to help ~·ut the now of supplia from 1hc' 
·sanc1uarin" 1hcre. Th' Sc.:iwol"es fie,. rn~ssions in supporl of A.M. VN unm 
K:.1ltcr«lth1oughoul 1hcdcl1:, who quickly came rorcspcc11heabili1rof1hc' 
N;iivy 1unship Cr("~. HAL-3's response time was oumandin&. due in part to 
lhc C011C'Cp! of lhc *""0 ·5hip clement modl' of opcr.ition. In addition the 

, $C':twohTS bC'Camc proficlen1 In nrin& nigh! mission. and oflen mounlrd n 
tended nigh1 p:rnols o•er the ri\"C'TS and canals in $upport of PllRs a.nd 
.\RVN fo1Cd. or to inle-rdicl 1-'C ""Iller traffic. 

A UH·IB p11lrols along• can•l In the Makong Della In search ol the 
VC. Besides supporllng tha PBRs HAL·3 also carried oul sorllu In 
search ol enemy ta rgets of opportunity bolh during lhe day 11nd at 
night. (8till He11eopter) 

and 1ouch«I off a hugco:-xplosion durin& a firina run. In nddilion !he gun. 
ships ,.·n-c 1Jsocrc:dit«l " ith ~illing fif1ei:ll guerrillas and deslrO)'ing 1wcn1)·· 
right sam~ns. Such aclioni: bC'Camc comrnonplacc Ill Navy crcwl gain«! C.•· 
pc-rie~ uKI bcpn n)ing more and more missions in suppor1 of the cxpan· 
ding river forcn. By earl)" 1967 stet» were underway to make thor 
Oclachmcms tnto a foll O«lgW .«tuadron. This took placr on I April 1961 
1>hcn H AL-J was officially commission«! :u i l l Vung. Tau Hcadquaners. IL 
wos 1hc fint Na,·y Squadron <•er to be ucti•a1«1 in a combai ionc. 

The UPJradinglo squadron slatus brought an inrlu.1 of men. roa1crial , and 
rc~p011sibili1)·. U H-IOs ,.·ere r~ivcd from lhc lst C:t•·alry Di'"ision 10 $up
plt"mtnt the original rompkmenl of eight Hucys. and additional aircrew$ and 
ground ~upport J>t"rsonnc-1arm·«!10 man 1hnn. These incrcil~ allowed the 
squadron 10 form lhrtt more l><'lai:hmenl$ and o~nd 1hc a.ea !he squadron 
co'"crcd. By 1hc end of l967 a 101al oft,.,·emy-1wo1uiuhips were on h:ind and 
1hc 1arious clCmt"nU "·crt ~lationcd 11 the follo,.,·il\l loc:uions: 

l}ctachment Location 
I Jennings County (LST 346) 
2 Nha lk 
3 Vinh Long 

Garrell Count)" t LST 786) 
llarncu CounL)' (LST821) 
Dona Tam 
BinhThU )" 

To keep thes<'s.e1·cn l}cUteh111cnt;s on lin.c " 'iLh their fourtccnhclioopicrs 
took a tremendous cffon on lht pan of the ground crc,.,s. The remaining 
rightHucysofHAL.-J wcret1ndcrconst:1.111main1cnan.ccinordcrtokttpup 
the umu strC"l\llh at a full four1ecn machinfS and this " 'Uno small ac· 
oomplishmmt considcrin& 1hat 1he majority of 1hc machines alrC'3dy had a 
amt deal offli&ht lime btforc 1hc army 1um«I thtm o• cr to lhc Na,·y. Jn ad· 
dition. since r"!Jtaccmcnt~ pans had bttn hard 10 gel at time$. many of these 
UH-ls had rccrh·cd unofncial f1eld modiflC3tions by A rmy pc!}Onn<I lo keep 
tht"m tlying. Thil of course crutcd niahtmare maintenance conditions. bu t 
d~pite such obl;1ac\n. NI'"). around trC"'S kept the maximum number of 
Hui.'>'$ in 1heair. 

By the-end of 1967 things were lookin.s up for HA(....). With O\"Cr a yen"< 
combat npcric~ und« its bdt thesqu..dron had become c:omba1 :Sea$Oncd. 
MAL·J had learned v1luabk lessons in that yca1 and pro•·cd it could ad::ipt 10 
the constantly charJgiog 1KllC1 of lh<.' l'Cand NVA. Durina this period the 
squadrorJ officially :.idop1cd. 1hc name •Scawoi>·n·. This name had Ofiginally 
bttn coined by the Army 1iumu;100: th.It !rained the original four 
detaehmt"nts. Durina c:trl)' operations the various <.'kmcnts had used 
'Scawolvcs· a:i: its radio call )ian ;iind i1 ""al' only ;ii ma.ucr of1ime until the 
Huc)'J o f HA L-J began cal"fyina a large s1ylizcd wolf painted. on their nOS!:' 

Throughout 1967 HAL-J 10-0k parr in a great numbt"r ofvartcd opt"ratioru. 
While !~ir primary job ,.·~1~ to support the ri'"er forttl. Scawoh·cs also pro· 
' idcd covc:r to major la.nd ;md river opera tions in the delll region and p.ve 
~is!ancc lo downed Arm)' hclicoplcrs. In addition ii carried out mcdhac 
opcra1ions w·hcn thC' nttd <HOS<.'. Squadron pcrwnncl experimented v•ilh 11 
'<lricty of armamcn1 10 incre:uc 1hcir gunships" tffkicncy. In lhc face of 
growinicncmy sround lire. 1hc hand-hrld M60machinc gun at 1hc door gun· 
ncr pmiuon "'a.S replaced wi1h diffcr<.'nt combinations of .30 and .SO caliber 
gu!U to increuc the Huey's stand off range. Some gumhips Ocw wi1h a 1win 
.30 ahbcr moon1 in pl3oc of one o f th.c M-60s while 01hcn carri«I a sln&k 
.SO cahbt"r machine gun. !Jut while 1hese machine auns provid«I 1hc 
ncca!.lty llln&e incrcaS<:. thl'y constantly nttdcd. to be fC'loadcd . and mauy 
tr~·s di$1Jkcd 1hem. AU lhrtt armamcnL con1t>inatiooo were used until 1hc 
Squadron stood down. 

44 

The year of 1969 b1ou1h1 about It number of changc:s m orgamiatlon. 
s1reng1h. and ai,i1nmmt$. 1\ new $QU3dron headquarle~ and mainicn:in« 
facili1y " as complet<.'d ;u Binh T hu)" early in 1he r...ar and 1he squadron·~ 
llc:idquarien mo•cd front Vung Tau. Additiooal Ul-l-1 Bs and newer ·c· 
models Mante il\"lil2bk to 1he N:i•y u 11Je Arm)· began 1a~ing dcli>cry of 

SeewolYes a,lso suppor1ed V!eln1mesa Nini torces In lhe Oe lt1 
region. This UH·t covers lhe advance ol two Vietnamese RAG boats 
moYlng up e s m1ll stream. In such close condi!lons •Ir s11ppor1 wu 
yltel II the boils were nol lo blunder lnlo an 1nemy 1mbush. (US Navy 
yl1Crusma n) 

Hueys were kepi on e ler1 In case I rouble arose tor lh• rlYer units. The 
crew ol this s h ip scra mb le In 1asponse to • call lor help horn two 
PB As c11ught In• VC ambush. The mekesh/fl re1tatmenl protected the 
copter from VC mortar l1re . (US N•"Y) 



ll'ic' nc·w AH-JG C obra 1un~h1p. "·hkh rC">.Ulzcd in an incru~ in i1ren11;1h 
from l"el'l1Y·1"0 10 th11\)·lhrtt Jl ueys. ll AL-3 al~ 1ook o'·cr 1he job of l 
lal.' ) utility hchcoptcr dnachmem ~nown 15 A I RCQ r AT which wa~ based a1 
Saison. To Cilll)' ou1 1his adduional "ork IJ AL·J r~hC'd nc:wcr UH -IL.s 
alld formn:l 1 (k1achrncm kno"n 11~ 1hc 'SE.-\l.OR DS' al Hinh T uy. This 
..ii.ill uuh1~· dernchmcn1 carried ou1 liaison dullU. mail run) . paN:ngCT 
1r.11mpor1a1ion, supply mi)~ion, , 111ld SEAL in5C'mon~ . Later in 1970 addi
\IOIU.I Ull- ILs were recci>'n:I ; c'tntuall)· all of1ht Na'}' UH-I L• were armC'd 
10 llllll)kment r(lul:ir sun~hips. I\)' tl'l4: end of 1970 the Na,·{~ hclkopier 
forC"t in tht Mdons Della had rc;1chcd full 'trtn11h. 

H,\l .J had pro•ided e ' tnu.i • c suruhip ~upPorl 10 1tw rh·uin~ but e•·cn 
.,. 1h 1hc re.:cnt incre;ue in ~Hcn11 h tht Scawoh-n were ii retched far too 1hin. 
A llC"' rued " '1n1squadrnn. \'AL-4. equipped "llh 0\'- 10 Broncos .. -.s ~nt 
to •Ulll)kn1cru 1hc &a"ohn. Enly itt 1970 HAL-) Daachmcms mo•ed 
do$c'r 10 the Cambodian bol'da 10 help cul down on communist mfillrlllion. 
t;nforturn11dy, "'hfn 1 1>41rlicubr rou1t "'1U d<»Cd 10 1ht rommunisb they 
wmrly ~"itched 1oano1her routt. lad; of nun1bcrspre•mtC'd HA L-) from cf. 
f£1:1i,dy prt•C'nlms infi11ra1ion from Cambod1<1. In May the Sca"oh·n took 
f'lfl in the in•lt(ion of Cambodia. Thi; Na•;al ponion of the Cambodian 
oprnuon '"°"rode named 'TRAN HUNG DAO )<t' , HAL-3 C11COOntercd 
link 1nhtin..--c. DaachmC"m 8. aboard 1h<: Hu11ttrdon Counly (IST SJ8). 
•a\ t~pormbk (or the miin )Uppor-t of the Nani! for•~ . " hilt Dttachmtn1 
9 ""'C'CI a~ Md.up and lkt11chn1<:nL ' "u htld in rn«•·t. ,\) 1ht: invu1on 
prosrt»C"dbolh1hebackupandrC'St'f'CIX1achment)"'<:fca.lkdin , a~"·crc 
11oo additional IX1.chmtnt5 . J and J. EkmC'nl~ of 1hc Scalo1<Js " trc abo 
Nought in to Ora •ark!) of missions. For poJitia.I rnwm:An'IC'ricoin forces 
•<ft pulled out of Cambodia at the <:nd of June:. "11h HAL·) rnuminr. llS 
tlOl'!Mildu1inin1h.;d<:lt"3.for1horrcrnaindnofthc)tar " i1hli11ksi1mlic;im 
rlu.nstmoptnauon). A frw ofthc~CTC model l lUC),;'"n-<:rc-a:1,edalona 
•1111 thrl'C' HH-J lo: Huey tr.1incn. By )'tar'<cnd !he \(juadron had thirt~··i:l", <:n 

I/~") on •Hcnath. 1"cm)'-lt•cn U l l -IB~. 1" 0 Ul l-tC, , four Ull-ll.s. and 
h•o H H-Jlo:~. \\'11h thh addi1iooal )trenath aucmpts ,.·ere made 10 aP::,.nd 
i;ipnauon~ furlh<T into 1hc delta and alon11ht cwst. p:1rti(.'Ularly in tht Gulf 
of Thailand. 

This c_\pansion of the Sta"oh·~ mereastd the squadron's eon1ae1 " ilh 
rntm)I forcn and 1nuhed m hi&h communi\l IOM.C\ . Earl )' in 197 1. a funher 
rnporu1bili1y " ll)ll'eft tothtsquadron,.htn D<:tachn'IC'nl J bc-ganopC"r:nins 
DOl'1h of Sa11on ;md Dctachmtm 6 earned oul fl•&hb 10 support of 1hc 
\ <m(1 I)! and 2Slh Oi>l)ion·~ ri>crirn:- fOIC""O near Phu Cuoni. 

But r.cn ;u HAL-Js 1cspon,1bil11K" were /nC'rtost'dstcp:i "·ere undcr" ay to 
1td-eploy 1hc unit. In 1970 A RV N obscr-ers had bqun Oyina "1th 111<: 
Sr:i"oho ac1in1 as inttrp1"c1crs durinlli oommunirution " i1h Vietnamn< 
unit~. Thoen, durina Jul)· of 1971 V1ctn&1Jtt;'.'<t Alf Force' cVNAI') pcuonnd 
lqln 1rr1,in1 for mdocuinuion and fom1hariu1ion tra1nm1"i1h1hc uniJ. 
l\lrtad)" qualiflt"d ~ ll<:liroplcr aircrew. 1he VNAF ptnonnd "<'ft no" to 
itte1\t Hain in& rn n'f1illC' u1c1ks. Af1e1 trainlniii. ~Orne of 1hnc VNAF crt"' 
!'\mtually wc1t auachcd io lhc &-a"oi.~~ and new comb.al m1Jsions wi1h 
!htm. Throuah 1hc rcmamdC"1of1971 . HAL-J continued lo fl>· ~UPPorl for 
the V1(1namnc Arr11y, lhc VIC'tnamnc N:1..-y and for the fe"' US units uill 
i;ipna11n1 in the' area. mainly SEt\Ls. l11ho 1.1pda1ed its UH- IC$ 10 M ~tan
'11;1ds "uh llC"\\er. more powerful C"n,in<". 

A• 1972 ~ppmachcd. orders camt down for the Sta"'oh~ lo prqiart IC' 
.i1nd down. At Dinh Thu)· on 2b January 1972 H AL-) offrcialty ceaStt. 

~tioos. Thb marked tht end of fhc Iona )Uf5 of hard ""ork 1hrouahou1 
lht Mdoni D<:lla and adjae<:nt arcai. Whik )ta11stia could bt cited to lho" 
bolo efftth•c 1hc: Sea"ohn,.·creapm)I 1ht l'Cand NYA . pcrh.ap$thcbn1 
rn11mony 10 HAL-J's oumandms pn-formaocc- c;Jn ~ nammed up in 1he 
•ord$ o( ~ decor:atcd PUR sa.1lor. Of 1hc Su .. ·olvn he romm<:n1ed . " The:)' 
onl> had one: fault - 1her<: "''U ll<"t'f enouah of them." 

A s trike by S11wolves ag1lns l a lerge motorized VC launch 1nd some 
1m1ll1r junkt. In the llrst pholo (Top lell) a Hu1y c:1n bl Sffn Jus t ofl 
center making a !Iring run on the largel. The last photo (Bottom) 
shows lhl Huey circling lh1 tergel 1r11 whlle the motorlud l1unch 
burns and begins lo s ink. Such s trikes helped deslroy the gue rrilla 
supply network In lh• delta end made II dllflc:ull !or the VC 10 1de
quelely s upport the ir lorc:H. (US Navy via Cressm1n) 



VAH-21 
J)urini 1%7, 1hc Na•)' rca h:ud 1hal :111 ai rcraft "":lS n~cd 10 iotc1dict 1ht

•<1rious "'atcn.-ays 0(1 hc M ekong Dc!ra at niiht. Sina: lbcAir ForC't' hnd had 
a 11ca1 lkal of sua;ns with tht"ir 1unship proaran1, the Na•·y decided 10 u s.= 
11K umt approach . Tb( airer.if! ch0$l:n for th<' job was 1tw: 1'-2V Neptune. 
which ,..as in the proccu of lx'ing phased ou1 of pa1rol ,..Qfk in fa•·or of 1he 
more ad•·a~ Lockheed p .3 Orion. In l96i four SP-2H N~tuncs ,.·ere 
modified for this rok by in$lallin1 numerous miniguns rnountcd a1 v:arious 
;males and TC'placio1 Lhc ~·!AD boom in 1hc rn;I with a 20mm 1um.·c. In ndd i-
1ion. the Ncp1uncs also carrkd a Night Obscrvacion Scope. ANI PQ-92 
$<'arch radar FUR •nd LLL T V Knsors, Side Look in& l\irbornc Radar, Real 
Time IR sensors, Mo•·ing T:ugC1 lndic:alor. DigitaJ 11\ttgra!cd Attack and 
Na .. i1a1ion Equipment, and a Black Crow 1rud igni1ion $C"nsor. O ptional 
wirapons loods included mini-aun pods. 5-00 pound gtnenil purpos<: boo1b~. 
and in«nd.iary wea])Olls. Later. a 40rnm &renade launcher "''IS a lso mounled 
in the bomb bay. 

After e\'alu;u ion during 1967, 1he fou r Neptune gunsblps. under the 
dirs!Jnation AP·2H . formed VAH· 21 :u Cam ~ahn Ba)· in 1968. Durins 1hc 
fall of 1968 rhe four aun~hips flc11• 01·cr 200 night miuions agams1 communist 
rood 1.nd rl•·irr traffic 1n 111<: dirtrn aru. Wi1h their various rada1s and sensors. 
lhir Ncptunt!I were usually able 10 hit :i !rod: or ~m::.11 river craft whh u high 
dqrn: of a«uracy. The most effn:ti • t weapon carriord b)' 1hc Neptune gu n· 

PACV 
O ne of thir mos1 unusual craft employed by th<: nl•'Y in Victum "':U lhe 

Patrol A ir Cushion Vd1iclc (l'AC\'). or HO\'erCfaf1. P roduced by Bdl 
Acros)'Stnns or Buffalo. Nc11o· York, 1hc PACV wa) ghro 1he orrw:u.I 
dcsi1na1ion SK·5 lhouah lhis was rarely u «<I. Described •~ one-third 
airplane. o nN hi1d helicopier, and one-1hird boat, lhc Ho vcrcraf1 zoom«! 
ovcr1hc,.."3ter a 1opacap1urrd bubble of air (our feet thick. held inside lhc 
Hovrrcraft ') inOatW rubber skin1. This 11.ir bubble "''a.S produced by a sc1·t n 
foot fan moumed und er the hu ll :md 1urned by a Girrlf'ral El~lfic LM-1001:i.s 
1urbine ens,inc siini!a r to the one powcrin& the UH ·I Huey hclicoptn. T hc 
PAC\' C'Ould )kim ovirr the water at s:pttds o(up 10 6() knou. In add it ion i1 
had the capability of clcarin& rive fooi W-J\'n . four foot solid wall~. sbc foo1 
,-cgc!ation. fh·c foot canhmounds and twelve foot ditche5. S1ttrm1 was ac
complished by me:rns of a combination rudder and cll:\·aror ~ys!cm moumcd 
in the slipstream o f !he propeller . The PACV w:u armed v.·ich both . ~O c:ioliber 
machinir guns and 40mm cannons. 

Th1ccof1 hll'$Ccraft werirdeplo}'ed 10 Vietna m in May o f J966wi1h PAC\' 
Division 107 for C'o<1lua1ion by both Game W~1den (inland .,.·a 1e1wa )'t l am.I 
Marke l Timc (coastal walc r1). Operat ing ou1 o f Ca1 Lo with TF 11 6 the 
Hovcrcra f1 carried ouc patrols in 1hc Rung Sal "'Otldn1 .,.;1h f'BRs. Follo ,..·
in11his. the PAC Vs wcre a uached lO 1hc USS To rtuga (LSl>-26) w work wi1h 
TF 11' akni$ the coast of Vitrnam. sharing thc Tormga·s facili1ies wilh PBRs 
of Ri1·er P1urol Squadron 512 a.nd A rm)' Hueys o f 1hir 14Slh A•·ia tion 
0.:1a chmen1 (la1er replaced by the hcliroptcu o f 1be Se-.iwolvCi). Wh ile some 
me-chanical probltms arose d uring !hoc ta1ly 1rials, 1hr ho,·ererafl perform
ed well in both the ril'cr pa110! 1111d coastal p.a11ol rolCi, 1hou11.h 1hey d id noc 
c>.per~ncr an,· }ianifkam comnC1 wi1h 1he enemy. 

In No•·cmb« 1hc chanC<' came 10 gi•·e the PACVj an oppor1uni1y lo p:u-

46 

N1vy S.P.2H Gunships {Neptunes). while law In number, wera very 11· 
lecllve In the field. Used a lmosl ucluslve ly at night they were 
pain ted In three s hadet ol gra y . (Sulllnn) 

ships wirrir 1hir twin 20mm cannons in lhir tall. U$in& a sl>f'Cial · sniper ' KQPe 
1hc gunntr "''U abk 10 track a targcl wi!h inC<'ndiary rounds . ttnd u~uaJI)· 
scored a 1111. Unfonunaldy 111<: four aircr:1(1 rould only do so much. No J'lrlo 
aircraft were rtcri1·ed. and in Jhc sprint o f 1969 thc uml "'lU dccOJnmissioo· 
ed. The fou r airrnft "''Cre rc1urnird 10 the US whtre C">'Clllually all bur ont 
"'ere cur up fo r Ktllp. The one is now on dispta~· at •he Pima Count)' Ab' 
M USC'Um. 

PACYs w ere deployed lo Vlelnam durtng the s p r1ng ol 1966 tor 
ev1lua tion by both G1me W•rden and Market Time lorces. T lttl lllSI 
operallons were with TF 116 oul ol C11 Lo • longslde ol PBRs In the 
Rung Sat. This PACY moves over 1 ree d cov•1ed swamp In sHrch ol 
the elusive guerrillas. (US N evy) 

tkipatir In a comb.at tituation. No rih of the Mekong Della nirar the Cambo
dian bofdcr "'·.1.S a 1hir1y by sC>'Cnly rnilcs1rc1ch ofmanh kncwn u the 'Plain 
o f Reeds'. whkh wa~ used br the VC u :1 rnt and 1raining arc-a. N.tnJ 
authorilie) d«ldcd 1ha1 this "'ould be :in i<kal plaC<' to 1c:s1 1he ho\'treraf1't 
romb.al capabiluy. Workin& oul o f 1hir A RVN air boar b:ue ill :-Oloc Hoa "'i lh 
G rttn Berets . lhc ho•·c rcraft took pall in O PERATIO N Q UA I VAT. Qllai 
Vu1 in Vktnamnc mea ns ·moom:r· a nd this nicku mc was Ji•·eo 10 Ilk 
PACV~duir co their m:ush·c shapc, noise . and 1hir dus1 or mist they kid<'d up 
wh ile mO\ina. P ACV crc..,·s $000 began usin& ' mon51er· as I heir call si1n. To 
funhcr cxploi1 1hir pnchological <'ffe<:1 1h:11 the hol'e:rcra ft had on Vie!· 
narnoc pcasanu. 1hir uilon paint<'d huge sh.ark mo1.uhs and slan1ed c)·n on 
chc from _,kiru of1he ho•·crcra ft . Q UAl VAT which ended in lkccmbcr. "'"" 
modrra1ely sucr-essful. T "·ent)'·lhrC('. 1ut-nilla5 11o·crc kill«! and dC"·m 
prisoncr$ "·ere taken. and seven!}' sam~ns and ~"·en1)·-onc strucru1es or 
' 'llriout siii::s wtrc d<'SttO)'t·d. \Vhik no1 ntmordinary, lhcx 1esul!1 did 
dnnons1ratc 1ha1 !he PACV could opera1 c under comba1 condilions. 

After the ini1ial trials. lhc PACVs were d eaied for combat "''ith Game 
Warden forces. They opera1ed 1hroughoul 1967 and into 1968 in concttt "'1th 
PB Rs a nd S<av.·olf UH- 1 lls. Jn ea r l)' 1968, I Corps rcquC"Stcd na,-;il aui:ts fOI' 
use on 1hc Perfume :11.nd Cua \'ic:1 ri,·er5. Naval hcadqullrtffl a l Sai1on dedd· 
cd to anign the hovcrcraft 10 this ,_rea to tC:S't 1hcm in a d iffncn1 en• iron
mcm . A rrMn& in J unir. lhe division w.u ll-S!ipml lo the Hue Ri1·er Se<:-urily 
Group of Tas k forcr Ck.1rwa1cr. Work ln& wi1h elr mcnu: of the IOlst Air-



(ADov•) Followlng lrl1l1 wllh O•me Wardon forces the PACVs moved 
to the USS Tortuga (LSD 26) lor trlals with Markel Time lorc&& along 
th• coast. The crew of this PACV check 1 sm1ll lunk lor arms or sup
plies which mlghl be destined lor tho Viel Cong. {US Navy) 

bcrM(AirJllobik) Division. they .,.,·ere uKd 10 lrack down guerrillas " 'ho had 
('111ckd 1he pa1111oopers by t:il.:ing 10 small :iamp;i.ns in lhe marsh)· are."11 
v~nd Hue. Whtn 1ht VC tritd lo C'$C3.pe by going ~hort, 1hc ho,·en;r.J ft 
surpnsed the guerrilla$ by coming asll.ore after rhem. The PAVCs performed 
•cll in the I Corps arl."lll bu1 by the middle of I % 9 1hc three erafl "''tit bc'ginn-
1n& to silo"'· !ht "tar and te3r of almosc three year$ of eominuou5 use. The 
N.h')' deddcd 10 fC'tirc them, and during lht summer of 1969 tht PAC\/~ "''tn· 
pulled out of scrvitt. bring replactd by Army Air Cushion Vthide5 (ACV5). 

Throua.houl their deployment the PAC Vs had do~ a crtdirable job but u 
h1bitcd char.c1cris1k::r which mi1ip1cd againsl rhtir ~ing ustd in large 
"umbus. They could not maneuver~ wdl as the PDR.'. nor we1e 1hcy a~ 
quit!. On the plus sidc. howC'l·cr, 1hcy wen: mu1;h faster and could go over 
obs!llck:l: " hich .,.ould uop PB Rs. The main factor which hurl 1hc l'ACVs 
•-U 1hcir price. Each one «1$1 ntarly a million doll:irs compared 10 niuc1y 
11lousand for a new PBR. As iuch lht hovucran were complt1tly 
Qll('l;'QnOmieal whtn compartd v.ilh 1ht smallu pacrol bo.a1. and even wi1h 
11ltiruniquccharnc1eriuics, 1heywercnotconsidtrC'd1obtasupC"riorcuft10 
1ht: PllRs 

VAL-4 
The hclicoptcn; of HAL-J were doing an CXC'C'ptionaJ job in supPofting 

iround and rh·er units in 1hc delta, bur lacked sufficitnt numbers to adt· 
qua1c!yco,·cr lhc region. E\"cn after !ht Army incrc;ucd thtnumbcr ofHuen 
for use by the Navy from 1,,.:entHwo to 1hirty-1hrcc in April of 1969, it still 
•"U not enough. Anothcr probkm was the increasing abili1y of lhe VC to hit 
1hc lluey wirh ground fire. To countrr this problem the Arm)' had bq;un 
r"J)ll<ins their H uey a:unships with 1he Ile"'' A H-I Cobra gunship. a he;wily 

A PACV with • l cHoclou& grin. The c:nlt carried t. • flrlety ol m•chlne 
guns and grenade launchers and could skim o~er ltie waler al speeds 
appro•chlng 70 Knots. (US Navy) 

(Below) Aller their combat tes t during OPERATION OUAI VAT lhe 
PACVs took ttle call sign 'Monster' 1nd lhelr crews painted 
sharkmouths on the crafts' bow. The sight o l this m1chlne with the 
g1p lng mouth lrlghlened more than a few Vletn1mese peasanls lnlo 
cooperallng with lhe Navy crews. (US Navy) 
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;um('(f and armored gunship $f>('l:ifically i'.k3;i1ncd for the ground supporc 
rok, bu1 SilKl: tht~· .,.,·ere in short suppl)' !ht NBvy .,.,~unable to PfOCUfC :rny 
of1h.em. 

To wh·e these probkms the Na'')' dcddc:d w deploy 1he Nonh Amtril"an 
OV-10 Uronco In lic1.1 of obtoinina additional Hutrs from 1he Arm)·. The 
OV· lO had ori1ina1cd a5 a joint Air Force. Marine.·~ N•'T proj«t to 
dni&flali&Jltlyarmcd re<:onnais.salKl:ain;raflipccifio.llytailorcdforu.\.l'in 
1ht- ~ntttlnsurgtn<:)' warfare role. The Marints had b«n tht fin:t 10 employ 
1he Bronco in Vietnam. a.nd the Air Foret quickly followed. Wi1hln a short 
time 1hc:OV· IO Bronco had acquiml Bil outs1aading rtpuuuion for iu com· 
bat prowess. Thoscqu.ahtits that imprt;Ucd lhe Na"y most were 1hc Bronco's 
ordnanc( carr)1n1 capacity, ruagt."dnns. short rttld pcrform:inct. sp«d. and 
ra11,1e. The Brooco idc.1Uy suited Navy support need$ in 1hc Mekong Ocha. 

In ordC"r to get 1hc Bronco inlo$Cn·i~ uqulckl)' aJ possibk 1hc Navy 'bor
ro.,.,·cd' cigh1~n aircraft from the Marinn to rquip both a trainin& unit aad 
an opcr.uional .squadron. VS-41. based at NAS Nor1h b lt.nd rccri"ed four 
OV-IOs to bt-ain training. In January of 1969. VAL-4 wu commissioned 10 
ta kt the Bronro in10 combal. ~use 1hi$ "'"'S such a uniqut squadron for 
the Na•')', emphasis was placed on 1he train!ns syllabus. Running fifteen 
weeks. the 1raining course emphusir.ed jUnn.ery, ordnance dtli"ery, rorward 
11ir conuol proccdur~. rcronntti$.U.ncc. close l"OOrdinatiOJJ with riverine 
form. and las1Jy 1hc C1'CW$ r('('C'ivcd ~slons in jungk wrvh-at in C3)( they 
were forced down. In ,\Jarch of 1969 V1\L-4 dcplO)'cd, in 1won,.ht plane$('('· 
tioru. to 1hc airfields :u Vung Tau and Hinh Thu)'· 

Upon 1Mir arrh':ll, VAL-4 <'«'"'S immediately bqan nyin1 supJl'Of'I m!s
!ions for 1hc PDRs :done 1ht: .,.,·111crw:iys of 1hc Md:oog!Xha. Within a short 
ume, ihC' umt ~uffc1cd it• fin:t i:asu11h)· when a Broneo. piloted by l-iculC"naru 
Pe1cr Ru~J. "'-as hu b)' around fire whik on palrol. LI Ru~ll . who had 
downed a MiG-17 in November of 1966 while Orin& an A-I Skyrai<kr. "-a~ 
killed but hi1 backseater "':&5 Jble to bring thl" aircnf1 home. The dfath of 
this ou1si:mdina )·oun1 officer had a .sobering affrcl on ~ua.dron ~r5onncl. 
and lhl"y set out "''i1h a 1rim dctn-minat lon to do the job thC')' had bn:n train
ed !Odo. 

While.' \' AL-4 " ':U primarily 1nponsiblc- ror uipportin& brown v..atl"r forccs 
in the Mekong Delta. it soon acquired utra duticJ. Thnl" addilional 
a.ssignmC"nl$ included combal air palrols and aencn.J rcronnainance in search 
of tar1cts of oppor1unily. VAL-4 quick I)' adoptC'd the nickname and tac1k-.il 
t.'.lll sign ' Blad Ponit:S' , based upon lhC' OV-JO's nameofUronco. Within a 
short tinu:, •he B!acJ.: Ponies n1ablishcd 11n ournandina rq>utation for 
1hcmsel\C5. Durin11hcir fin;t yt'ar ofopcraiiont the)· ne .... 'O\'ff 7SOOsonics in 
all kinds of ....-ea1hcr and around the clock. Taldn& full ad"amagl" or the 11ron
co"s load C!lrr)in& ability. the Ponlo s1ruck hard at communist position• 
1hrou&hou11ht Mckon.g Della. Thouch nm abk to maneU\'tr as "'ell as the 
Huey, tftn locating a !:lrge! tht Bronco made: up for ii by canyi11,1 a far 
hca'lia and lll{)f'e varied ordnance load o"er a much &fC'llltr range. Jn par· 
ticul1r il3c abili1y to carry a \"aricl)' of rockets and bombs :tllo.,.,·cd Black Pony 
nc·.o to more effccnvcly cnpge enemy targcu. In addilion 1hl"lil" fixed wing 

A Black Pony OV-10 Bronco la kes oll from Yung Tau on a search and 
destroy mission over the Mekong Della. The Bronco was well liked by 
Navy craws !or lls ruggedness and handling qua lllles. In addit ion tt11 
plene could carry a wide varlaly of wHpons which ga'fe ll great 11n 
lblllty during ground support missions. (US Navy) 

aircnift pro"cd \'cry tasy 10 main1a1n in ihc fidd .... -1111 \'AL-4achie"inaa hiJb 
dc1rc-cofscHia:"-blllty. 

ThrouaJiou• iu dcplorrmnt to Vk1nam the lllack Ponies fullC'liona:I 
:ilmost cxdush·C"I)' in thl" ground a11ad: role:. They cons1antl)' patrolled o•o:r 
rhc: Mdon1 [)(ha and the: water.-·a)'5 which crincr0$$Cd u. Enemy 1roopcon
ttn1rations. supply dumi>f, fortified posi1io11~. and r1'•cr fr;ift wc:rc hit .,.,.itha 
high dC"gr« of at'CUracy. The llroncos pro"l"d espe<:ially df«ti\'C m ~uppor· 
tin& 1hc 1i•·nine forccs whm 1hc:y ran ln10 an ambu)h alona !he rhcrs or 
canals. Their spttd and ruued construction countered 1ht e-.·e1 iocrea.11111 
cllCm)' grooad fire which "":IS pro••in& exlremely h:u.ardom to the Hucy-s. 

The majori1y of 1hcsc patrols .... ere: nown in a 1.,.,0 plane fom1a1ion. ~ 
ri.sht pbM dciachmcnt mainl:iined a twenty-four hour. sc•·cn day a Htl. 
s.cramblc altr1 trC'VI' of four pilots a11d two OV- lOJ. ThnC" akn crcv.·s wC"re on 
rnll in case alhc:d units needed immcdia1e air $upport. or if an enemy 1111gC1 
was spo11W. In ado:{i1ion, smglc ship re<:onnais~1ncc n11hts were llo" n dail) 
o•·t1 the Run& Sat Special Zone in search of 1nC"my J1a&in1 areas. Norm~lly, 1 
Marine air observer was Cllrrkd in lhc- «"ar scat~ a &poHcr. When a ta1ge1 
" •$ dctCC'lcd 1hc: Pony called for :usistana: and camed out us o.,.,·n aua.e~ un· 
111 rl"inforcememsappc.ared. 

VAL-4 pla)'td a par1il"ularl)' impoftant 1olt durinc the: Cambodian in•<J· 

sion. On 6 May 1970 lht uni! n('w supporl for m·tr fon:cs mo•in& up the 
Kham Spcan Ri\'er ;u p,ar1 of thcdrh-e into the Parral"~ lk.lk. a Jonatimc l'C 
stron1hold "n1 of Saigon. On 8 Ma)', a notilla of American and Vit1namnc 
riverine craft pushed up th(' Mdong Rivc:r in an attempt 10 open the rhC'I to 
Phnom Pchn, 1hc c:ipitol of Cambodi11. The main targl"I of this thru11 "'<lli the 
to"'n of Ncak Loog .,.,·hich had bttn captun:d by the VCc:t.rl)" in Ma)'. Ncak 
Long w!l! thC' siic of the ferry O\'tf the ~-k~ons River for Rollie I. a ma,or 
o\·ertand roule 10 the Cambodian capirnl. US f01'ccs Hlrncd back 11 thr 
t.,.,-cnt)'-OOC mile limit set by Presidcnl Nixon but Vitrnamcsc Na•·al unit! 
pushed oo and c-.·cntuall)' \inked up with 11n AHVN ground column. Durin.c 
this 1hru.u into Cambodia chc 11roncos ncv.• l"Ontinuously in suppon of 1hr 
rivC"ril'IC umu. A11ilnts heavy C"ncmy fire from shore: ~10.,.,cd down the forte'> 
mo.,.in1up1heri,·tNbutthe QV.10s ... c:rcquic:ktoauacJ.:at1hcfim5i&nof 
roiscanccand 1he adva.nccrontinucd .,.,ilhout «:rious hindrance. Thc-t'ntmy. 
rcalizin& that thl")" could do little co hold NcJk Long. quick))· abandoned ii. 
11nd 1hl" town fell 10 the Sooth Victna01csc on 10 May. 

OV-10s ol VAL-4 s it In revelments a l Vung Tau. The s quadron was 
formed to help supplement the brown w1ter navy's air e llOf't In Iha 
Delle. Since the Bronco had been speclatly designed for counterin· 
surgency warfa1e II was an Ideal c hoice. (Wiggs) 



Followini the Cambodi1111 invasion, US rh·er 1-"'CU ,.·ere 
cut dr-utkally in lhc Mckon& Della. lh • Scpu:mlxr of 1970 
1htrt were few ri•·cr craf1 manned by wholly Amcric3.n 
m:.,.·s. As a result VAL-4 btclime an airborne quick reac
tion fon.:..:. Two plane forma1iops bc'&an carryin& out 
pitrob ovcrau(&nedarcas, whh diffcren111ircraf1co•·ering 
In area from dusk 10 dawn. Most of the missions nown 
"-ere in suppor1 o f Vkinamesc units and by the end of 
American fnvoh·emcnt in !he waro•'er nine! )' p:r cent of1he 
Black Pon)' missi011$ were dC\·otcd 10 this type of p;urol. 

At 1he bcJinnillf. of 1911 VAL-4 s1ar1ed nying suppon 
missions for a series of TRAN HUNG DAO OPERA· 
TIONS wh,ich in•·oh·ed wbiu wu left of US N:w-;il fon:es in 
roumry and Vietnamese rh·erine units. These mbsioru 
!&Med into the early summer of 1hc 1971, but wcrediscon· 
tinu~ when the remainini American operational river er.rt 
"'tfe 1ur11cd o•-cr lo the Vidnamesc. When 1hc:sc mbii011$ 
•"ne 1crmi~tcd 1he Ponin bcpn nyint random paitrols O•'ct 1hc dcl1a H a 
quid:airborne reaClionary force for anyuni1 which llftdcdairsuppor1 on a 
moments notkc. However, Ibis new prQCcduredid l10I fully utilize 1heuscu 
of V,\L-4 and conscquenlly SC\'ctal Diiier miuions were as.si&ncd to the 
S(luadron. Thnc lndudcd CO'o·er mis.sioM for All:VN supply com·oys, .-isual 
airborne rtronnabsancc sur.-cillancc (VAHSl. and n.a•·cl 1unflre spo11in1. 

Tl!ci:over miss.ions were Oown primarily for Vie1namcsc ri•·cr crof1 on sup
ply runt to anny po:sit ions in the Mekong Della, i»rticu\arly in the Bins 
Thuy·Can Tho area. Prior to lhiJ o•·crhcad CO•er, the COll•"O)"S hid often 
rome undrr auack from small 1uerril11 bands, but once o•·nhc:ad cover was 
inu.i1u1cd 1hcse a1ta<"ks fell off damatlcally. In the \IARS role, 0\1-IOs: were 
llSfd to patrol along lhc o;oast 10 check for infjhr11ion a(M,1monitor1hc per· 
formancc of GalT)(' Warden unils. From !heir bcliMU\as. in September of 
1971, 10 the final sorlie in April of 1972, 22J VARS m1Uions 11•cre no"'"· 
Durin1 these fliJhts, an observtt from Task Fort<'. ll S replaced the VAL-4 
l'QI seater. and pthercd 1hc needed information for his command. Jn a 
l.lmilu .-ein Ille naval gunfire aul1nmcnt entailed Oyin1 a marine obse:r.·er 
aJonJ 1he coas1 who spou cr.l t<Hjt."!:S for shipt and coordin11cd I heir fire with 
pound uniu. Normally. a ilng.lc plane new these miuions, of "'hich one or 
l"''Oll'ffCSChcduled per day. 

Throughou1 the rt<mah1der of 11171. tht." Black Pon!n new numerous sorties 
throuJhout lhe delta re&lon in support of Vkmamesc Army and Naval uni1s. 
The squadron pro"cd particularly v11.luablc as a quick rcac1ion force when 
support ,.·asnccdcd forancmb:lll1lcd outpo:s1orapinncddo111·ninfanlryunit. 
Numerous limn VAL-4 was able 10 break up enemy auacks and ~ve a 
bdcaJuercd !)0$1 or prevent a 1r1pp:d infaruryunit from bcinaovctrun. By 
thtmdof 1971 over7,000sorticshadbttn Oownagainst ct1Cmy 10.r1t."t$, Dur· 
in& lhcse missions, over 2400 NVA and l'C trOOP3 were cft'diled ro the 
squadron while only one aircraft was Tosi. Howe•·er, it had bttn decided by 
~au1horities 10 1edcploy the uni1 slatcskk for dcaCli•·ation u part of the 
Amcrkan withdrawal program. In early 1972 squadron J)fnOnncl began to 
roweback 10 the US, bu1 VAL..& eootinued tony missions. In tlle first thrct: 
lllOl'lths of 1972 it new over 2000 sonin. bu1 on ) I Maft'h, 1he B!a'k PoniC$ 
nc..· 1hcir last comb.Ill n1is.sion when a strike was nown q.ainst VC position$ 
1earthc21st ARVN Division. On I April 1972 thcsquadronoffici~lystood 
dol>.n It Dinh Tuy, the l:UI Navy squadron in--counlJ)· lo do so. Thrtt d&)"J 
later 1hc crews nc-w thtir OV-!Os to Cu bi Poim in the Phillippinc.s, "'here, on 
JO April 1972. VAL-4 • ·15 offtciatly dcactivia1cd, tnd.11111hc history o f one of 
the m01t unique- US Navy squadrons IO $CTVC In 1hc: Vidna.m war. 

Ordnance wu mixed to gel optimum results during a sortie. In addl· 
!Ion lo the sponson machine guns , lhls OV-10 carries a mini gun pod, 
lwo sets ol 5 Inch Zuni rockets, and • 2.75 Inch launcher. The use of 
lhe Bleck Pony Insignia orlglneted when the squadron llrs l deployed 
lo Vietnam. Late r the In signia wu moved lo Iha lall end lhe n was 
reapplied lo the lorward fuselage whlle often bolng rolalned on lhe 
lall. (Wiggs ) 

The OV-10 Bronco proved easy to maintain a nd VAL-4 was able lo 
ec hlevo a high sortie rate. The sq uadron lett Vlelnam In early 1972 
11ler 1lmost three yeers ol ltylng support for US and Vietnam• .. 
brown waht r units. {Wiggs) 

A two-ship element of VAL·4 Illas low ove r lhe dell• In search of 
l1rgel1 ol opponunHy. The outu wing s lallons are flllfld with two 
shot Zuni rocket racks. This we apon wu used frequently because of 
Its r1nge and high eiiploslve cha1ge. (US Navy) 



SEALS 
OJM: of th<: lc:asl known Navy activities m Vietnam wttc: optnlions by 

SEAL In.ms. ThdC Navy commandos look lhtir name from the: tlc:mc:n1s in 
which l hey '" tft uafntd ID right - St:i. Air. and Land. hc:ntt 1he na{llt 
SEAL Highly d:JllOO in underwater dcmoli1ion, 5CUba diving, ~chutilll), 
hand-10-hand con1b:u . :rnd proridc:nt wi1h a variety of "''Capons. the SEAU 
usual!)' worked under 1he direction of T F J 16 1hroughout most of the "'ar. 
The SEAL.s carried out a numbtr of clandcstim" mi.ssioM inside North Vlc1-
nam. includm1 ro."Onnainancc missions into Haiphon1 Harbor itsdf. 

The first dc1achmen1s. from SEA L Ttam !. deployed 10 V1ttnam in 
February of 1966, lK-&innin& operaliOJll ln the Run& Sat Special Zone. Their 
primary mission m the Runa S:u "'a.s 10 infihr.ue cnC'my ttrritory and carry 
out hit and run raids agairu1 the VC. ()p(1a11n1lll1brtt man dcmmu, the 
SEA LS were usually inser1cd under CO\'Cf of darkncu 10 ca.try ou1 thtir 
assiJ11men1. afln "'h1ch !hey prOC'ttdcd to a rcndeivous point far pkkup, 
Normally. a 'M ike' boa1. :a hc;1"1ly armored rlvCTiM craf1, or PBR wu used 
for the inscnion and pickup, but latcr in 1hc "'llr Bosto n Whalers , STA\J 
(Sea.I Team As.saull Bo:al) craft , ~nd LSSC' (LiJh1 Sea.I Suppon Crafr) " ere 
u~ for these dutitt. Helicopters were :ilw Cfllptoyed on cn11in occaJions, 
and \ICTC often used to carry small ~mpans '"'hlch the SEALS utcd 10 in
fih rate dowly 1uardcd cncmy arcaJ disguJSC'd u local inhabi111nts. 

Durin1 thdr first )'t:ir in VK:tn:un, the SEALS performed c~traordinaril)· 

.,.·di, killina hund1c•1h o f Virt Con,. while ~uffcrin& mlnimal c11.su1J11n 
tht-rnscl\·es. As a rnuh of 1hcir pc-rformance, the numlxr of SEAL personnel 
in 1961 "''» treatly inqc;.~ed and 1hcy wtrc given addnional :usi1nmcnu. 
While their main func11on continued lo Ix small unit raids. 1hc SEALs "Cf' 
also used 10 $pu.rhcad rh'Cf opcr.uions in 1he Mckone Delta aod C;JIT)' out 
special rcconnaiss.ancc patrol.$ for largtr unilS. Durina some of these opera
tions 1hc SEALs wen: 1call)ed wi1h their Army counterparts, tM Green 
Beret~. wi1h whom t/>C'rc existed a aOCN.I naiured rivalry. As pan of lhc:K 
rcconnaissallCC' missions. the SEAl..s sometimes .Kl up surveillance po~ts 
along 1he ' 'arious walc1""',1ys To determine whkh were bcin& used by 1ht aucr· 
rill;». This darn alJo.,.·cd US and Vic1na111{'$C officials to get a picwrc of ho11.· 
.... fdnprcad enemy infil1ra1ion w-as in thr rtgion. 

Jn 1968, a number of new 11signmcn1s were &i''l'll to 111<- C?Cpandcd Sl!AL 
fOrCE. In add11ion to their normal dulic:t, 1ht Sl!AU began workln1 as ad· 
,·isors .... i1h bolh US and Vk1namnc uniu, schoolin& 1Mm in 1he use of 
SEAL tactics to hc:lp lhe(Jl coun1cr the clushe gt1ffrirlas. They also carri<'d 
out ()penllions "' i1h the MAC V Special Opnations G rou.p (MACV/SOG) 
" hich led 10 se<:rct mi~ions inside Nonh Vlcrnam and Cambodia. 1'hc 
SE-'Uabo "'Of"led " ith Provincial Re..:onnai»an~ UnitJ (Pk Us) whose job 
iL "' ~~ Lo kill or capture VC leadcTJ and poti1ka l off'tcC"rs ios.idc Vicrnam. 
Code named tht 'Phoenix ' P ros.ram. this 1ypc of operation 1c~aled lmcnsc 
opposit10J1 from th<- US news media. •nd 1n1i-war mo,·emC'llt which vitwed ii 
asa 'murder for hire' prOJfllm. Thiscri1icism had to be 1aken wi1h a 1r.1in (or 
foll baS)ofs.alt sinccthcu "-mc-groups seemed to sec nothin& .... ron1 wilh the 
communisl~ rurryma out pol111C<1! as.sas.sinaiion:s or mini ~upposcd ' nrutral' 
C ambodia and Laos as sta,gingarc;.s for I heir raids into South Vietnam. The 
'Phoenix' Progr;am proved particularly successful in lhc: delta :uu .. and 
1eiul1cd in severe lo$$CS 10 lhc Vier Conx. A large part of1hc: credit for lls SU>'.:· 

ctSS ("'hkh they of course 'ould not rettive) was due to the "'°'k that in
d1"idual SEALI performed .,.·hilc assigned 10 the program. 

In 1969. while Olhcr Na\'a l fortt< \lt'fC prcpari11& for wuhdra.w11! from 
Vietnam. SEAL stren&th wu incrca$ing. SEAL Team T"•o. "' hh 1hrcc 
d.c1achmcnU !Golf. Br.lvo. and &ho) rt«"ivcd t.,.·o addi1ion11l platoons in late 
1969, to CO\'tr 1he additional duties ~i1ncd to them. Thou&h man)· of their 
duties rC\·oln•d a round 1he PRU progn1m and the tniining o f1 hc Sou1h Vkt· 
namcsc. demenis "'"' a.ui1ncd 10 work wirh TF \ l j fOf" coos1al suncnlancc 
"'ork. Many 1ca.mJ in1e11rated Vietnamese pcnonntl within ihtir struclwc to 
1>rovidc them with e.\ pcricncc in SEAL opcrarions These Vicma.mcsc 
member$ often brouJhl wl!h 1hcrn a knowlcd&e o f the area that tht itam 
"'°'"kcd in a nd pro\ided .-aluabk information durin1 comba.1 missions. 
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The cr•w ol lhfs STAB mikes 1 high s peed run during a IWHP near 
the C1mbodlan border. The boat Is 1tmed wllh M-60 mechlneguns 
and a 40mm aulomallc granade 11uncher. (US Navy) 

Without a doubl one of the Unesl groups ol llghlJng men In Vlalnam, 
lhe SEALS complied a fant.s llc record during the six yHrs !hay wara 
deployed In Southeast Asia. This group ol SEALS board a Strlka 
Assault Boat (STAB) lor lransporlallon 10 en ambush site. Nola lhl 
variety ol wHpons and unllorms which Iha men wear. Norme lly lhl 
choice o l weapons was left up to the lndMdu•t SEAL unleu ml11lon 
1aqulrement1 dictated olharwlse. (US Navy) 

The crews of these STAB• reedy their boats tor a mlHlon altar dar1t 
Boal Suppor1 Unll On• provided the mo11 com mon means ol 
transportation lor lhe Seal THms though on occasion PBAs and 
UH·1s were also used. Note the dlllarent lypH ol ermamenl the 
'llrlous boats cany and Iha amount ol eiclra gHr the c rews have scat· 
tared abouL (US Navy) 

Jn 1910, hOwC\·er, Lht wilhdra .... al cau&ht u.p with Che SEAL.$. Slowl)'. 1hey 
bqlln 10 turn o.-c·r more and more of thCU" du1ia to tht Vinna.mcsc-. Despite 
this, operations were- slill earned out. In la1c 1970, SEAL perwnncl teamed 
up with Victnamcu militiamen 10 naid a VC pruoo compaund , rescued nine· 
tctn Vietnamese. and captured cwo of the VC 1uords along with weapons. 
supplie5. and documents . Operations ofihi~ type drcrca.scd in 1971. but some 
c!andtstinc mission$ in10 Cambodia too k place durin1 the dO$ing s1a1rs or 
the war to rnonilor Ute communi'I build up in lhe border s:anctuarics. 

-'s the US pullout accelcra lcd In 1912, S EAL s1rcna1h wucu1 drastically. 
T he few icmaininr. SEAL personnel in Victn11m worked mainly in 111( ad
' i.sory role 1m1il 1hc end of the .... w . 1bc final tally for 1hc six years of open.· 
lions ca.me 10 on~J 600 VC confirmed dnd along with 11n add11ional 
almost ccrWnly killed. In addition the number o(aipturcd 1ucrrillas and de· 
111.incd suspects numbtred well O\'cr 1000. Yet. 1h<'sc f\aurn were achiC\·cd b)· 
a. force thal llC''CT numbered over 200 lllC"n a!ld suffered leu than a d<Vcn 
casu:il!ics o ,·cr 1hcir ) ix year dtploymcnL Unfortunately. due to the nature of 
1heir work mos1of1he rcrords of SEA L operations are still classified whkh 
ma.kt) it difficult to g.i\'c an accurate account of their work . A mcrnb.:r oflhc 
A.uscr11lian Special Air Sen-ice (SAS). one of the elite mililary un.iH In tl!f: 
world. had !his 10 SI.)' about the SEJ\Ls he worked with in Vic1n:tJ11. "They 
" "\'IC the bat. bar nonc ... 



MOBILE RIVERINE FORCE 
{TF-117) 

By 1966 US u oops had been commit1ed in large numbers 10 1h1cc of the 
four corps arns or Vietnam. Only in IV Corps, the Mekong Od111 region , 
were thnenolarac numbers of Amcdcan troops. Thi$ Wal due 10 thr~ major 
factors. Firsi , though the delta wa.s a major Population and food ccmcr, the 
military sltuacion w.u not u critkal as in the 01hcr corps areas. S«ond, due 
to tht dtnsi1y of1hc population. chcrc was no avai lable cracts of land where a 
large military instalhuion rould be ronstruC1ed withoul dislocaliJll lar1c 
numbers of people. A nd finally, tbc rtumcrous ri•·crs, srrcams ind ainals 
which dis:sccled Ille dcha K"Ycn:Jy restriC1ed pound mo•·cmcnt; US plarrnc-rs 
were reluctant 10 commie US troops to such an cm ·iromnrot unlil 1hcy found 
t "'-a» to ovacomc lhc mobility problem. 

However. in 1966, there wu a 31rong desire on the: pan o f the US /\rm~· 10 
iru.trt troops. in 1he Mtkong rkl1a 10 counttr growlng.communis111rrng.1h. Jn 
Marc-h of 1966a join! planning commhict of Arm)" a11d Navy penonnd drew 
up tentative plans for the es1abJishmen1 of a Mekong De-ha ~1obik Afloa.t 
fOfC'C IMDMAF). This proposal was further detailed during th<" $Umm("f, and 
by Stptembc:r plans h:.d reached 1he implemcn1a1io11 s1a g<". On l &piembtr. 
1ht firsi adminisua1ive unit o f the new O!ganiz.ation >1as commissioned 111he 
N1ry Amphibious Base in Coronado, California. Shorl i)" a fu:r 1his, 1he uni1 
rttri•·ed 1he dcslpation Task Force 11 7 (TF· l11), and was code named the 
Mobile Rh-nine Force. (MRF). 

As oriainaUy tnvisioncd 1he M iff would suppar1 an infamr)" brigade and 
ll1 ariillery b..ttalion usini a •-.ridy of modi fled landing cnf1. support 5hips, 
and specially de$i.gntd auauh boats. In essence this scrike unit would be, a 
Kif rontained amphibious assault force, rompide whh all suppon clement~ 

uccpl aircruft. Tht idtal choice for 1he ground component "·ould ha•·c bttn 
the Marines who were specialit;1$ in amphibiOtU warfaie. but unforlunatel) 
tbt- Leatbern«ks >1ere ahcady ht".i•·ily committed in I Corps. In.stead. a 
bripde from !he 9th Infantry Dhition was chosen u the mfanuycomponem 
cf lhc Mobile Ri•·crine Force 

Tile Na'llll componeru of T F 11 7 w:•s made up of a >1·i<le •'Ulel.)· o f ships 
and bo.lts. The fim uni! , ~i\·cr A.uaufl Squadron 9 IRAS 9). ronsisicd of 
fou1 APDs. 1wo LSTs, 1 "·cntr·si~ ATCs five ~t onitors, two CCBs. one 
Rrlucl<"f. and t U!tcen ASPBs 

River As saull Flotilla One 

The: small en.ft wne equally divi<led between Rivc-r A.ssaull Oi'"isions 91 
and92 (RAD 91 and RAD92)whilc lhe$upporl sh ip) formed Ri'"nSuppori 
Squadron 7 (RSS 7). E'"entually •no1her slx diYision) would be added 10 T F 
117. Excep1 for the ASPD which was newly designed. all 1hc.se er•ft ... ·ere 
basically srandard navy 1·euch: modified for ute " 'ith lhe MRF. 

The first operations by THk Force 117 were under1aken In co
operallon with VltlnameH Riverine units. Then US troops relurn to 
beu onbosrd •Vietnamese Monitor eller a two !Uy operallon , The 
lurrel mounts a 40mm c a nnon while on the bridge there 1re 1 num tMr 
of m1ch!ne gun mounts . (US Nevy) 

The flm clcmenis o f the ~labile Ri'"er Force reached Vic1nam on 7 
January 1961 when the USS Whitfle!d County (LST l 169) docked at Vung 
Tau. T r.tining bepn imrnf'diald)" wi1h 1hc 2nd Brigade of 1he 9th Infantry 
Di.-iikm, Th~ unit. in prep.:ua1ion for a.si:ignmen1 to lhe Mobile Ri\·erine 
Force, had gom~n rid of 1heir 1anks, trucks . .-\ PCs and jeeps since there 
would obYiowly be link need for them in the Mekong Ot'lta. In addition. 
some of 1heiJ heow1er artiJl,n· was also left behind $ince most of the ncccsuiry 
fire support would be $Upplied by the asuult bo;m. UnfoNuna1cly, because 
the ini1iaJ numbcr of barracks ships. could only h:mdle 1wo o f 1hc brigade's 
!hrtt infan1ry b;mations and artillerr batlerin, 1hc remaining uni1s had to 
operate out of the newly constructed shore facih1y a1 Dong Tam until 1hc rest 
ofTF 117'J ships wcrea\-ailab!e. 

The major probltm ini1 iall)" faced by 1he MRF >1"J.S the lack o f having 1heir 
own \'CSsds to train on. For the first few month5 TF I 11 used borrowed Viet
namese NaY}' landingmft :i.nd comrol boats unill l!s own boau bqan arrh·· 
ing. Durin11his lime. 1he Viel COl'fg curried ou1 a number of anacks apin'St 
1hip~ on !he Long Tau river. On IS Fcbruarr 1967 !he VC sank one US 
minesweeper and d:imqed. three others. A s a rC3ull of thew auacks, plans 
were m:ide 10 carry OUI regular search and destroy missions in the Rung Sa! 
zone which bordered 1hc Long Tau. e•·en though lhe Mobile Riverine Fo1cr 
lacked lhcir own boau. Working with Vietnamc$C uniu openlion$ were car
ried ou1 lhrough March >1 hkh rcsulled in a subs1antial drop in nuack.s by !he 
communi:u 1uerrillas. Howe,·er despite tht:i:c efforts 1h( Rung Sat concinucd 
10 be used by lhe VCand throughout the war allied forces had 10 periodically 
1wcep thearta to deny the enemy f1tt :i.cecss Lo it. 

Gradua.tly the M iff built up it$ wenith. Ho wn·u. the numbtr of boau 

In contrHI wllh Vleln1mese Monllora this American Monl!Of hH 1 
number of slgnlllcant d lflerencea. Although ti e1so e1irrles a 40mm 
cannon mounled In Iha turret there ls• combination mor1ar/m1chlne 
gun mount In the space IMhlnd the lurret 1long wllh a slngle 20mm 
ind two .50 cellbermechlne gun turrels 1top lhe suptrstruclure. This 
particular Monitor Is from RAS 91. Nole the tubul1t stretcher altecn. 
•d lo IAe 111 s ide ol the s uperstructure tor cuu11ty evecu1Uon. (US 
Navy) 



Th• Comm•nd Control 9081 (CCB) Is slmllu to th• Monitor but Ur· 
rles • ddlllonel communlc.allons gHr In lieu of th• comblnetlon mor· 
t8rfm•chlne gun mount. This parllcular CCB Is lnsp.ctlng lh• lwo 
Junks In the loreground for poulbla enemy troops who might lry to 
sllp out of Iha landing area. Once troops were Hhora Iha Riverine 
crall w•re responslbl• lor sealing oil au waler routes to block anamy 
escape allempls. (US Navy) 

ncnled to fill out 1he for~·s prescribed strcn,glh look lime 10 produce and 
deploy to Vidnam. le wu not u1.11il 1968 th:u 1he full eomplement of 180 river 
assault crar1 was 1euhed, bul foT1U!l<ltel)'. by the summ('r of 1961 there were 
enough boats on hand 10 caff)' OUI ~ust.ained l(';,rch and dcSltO)" mission..~. 

Thcsoe boats were r11hcr unique \'esstls, and with one uoeption, ""ere 
modified l1ndin1 craf1 (LCM-6$). 

The main craft of 1he River Assa uh Squadron were umorC"d troop carriers. 
(ATCs) whkh wen capable of carrying a foll infan1ry platooo, Armed "'ilh a 
20mm cannon. 1wo .SO cnliWr machine guns. and t"·o Mark 18 arenade laun
c-hen, plus •-arious hand held weapQns, the AT Cs not only landed troops, but 
11;lso resupplied them and pro\'ided dose-in fire $UppQrt durin1 opcratlon.i:. 
S1nct they "'ere e.~p«!ed 101ct within cl0$(' range ofennny forces 1hcscboat:s 
... ·CTe well proteett'il with both convcmional and 's1and-orr 1rmor. This 
' stand o ff' o r bar armor WB$ a seriC$ o f metal rods a fool or so out from 1he 
AT'Cs hull and upper works and "'M dnia;ned 10 delonatc RPG or recoilless 
rifle rounds before they hil 1he s!n1<:tura l am1or plate. 'Stand-off amior' pro
,.ed lo be \"tty effccth·e apinst bo1h h.and held and new served WC3pot1$Uscd 
by 1hc VC, and sipifk:::imly !Tduccd cuuallies and damage when an ATC 
.,.a_shitbycnemylire. 

Some irmorcd u oop arriers were niodifioed wich a hcliropler night deck 
mounttd ovCT 1he troop wells. This wu done ini1iatly 10 provide a pla lform 
for hoeliropten to land on for delivery o( $Upplics and transrrr or personnel. 
Almost immedia1dy, howeHr, the hclkoptCT"S were pressed into service fo1 
i;;uua,!ty evacuation since !hey were o ften the only place for a hdkopler 10 
land during operations in 1he Delta. From this con,·ersion ca.me another: 
some of !he armored troop carriers wi1h hrikop1tr pads, desianated 
ATC(H)S, were fined as ba111lion aid iia1ions and carried adoc:lor and cilher 
Army or Nav)' corpsmen. Duri ng operations one ATC(H) also carried 
rerrigenucd whok blood and 1hcre wiu ;i.lways a fully equipped operutina 
rnbk ready to pCTform emergency ~uraery 

Each river squadron also had an ATC fiu«I oul ua refude1. Thc:seurried 
bladders of mogas or uvgos under the lligh1 d«:k 10 rducl 1ht s.quadwn'J 

Armored Troop Carrters (ATC1J c1rrled Iha lnl1n1ry elamanl ol lhl 
MRF Into comb1t. Unllka 1 Monitor Iha ATC retained Iha r1mp In Iha 
bow lo allow troop-a to dlHmbant. Th• overhead awnlng1 atop tha 
troop compartmant provided protacllon lrom Iha 1un 1nd rain whlla 
lroops war1 In lransll. (US Navy) 

boat.s, :ass;iull c-raft. and someiimes even helk optcrs. These refude11 pro,·('(! 
indispensable during prolonged operatiora and pumped huae quao1itk$ or 
fuel to keep chc riverine fon;a o n station. 

The main fin: support vcsnl of the MRF was 1he Monitor. The)· were 
somewhat similar 10 the ATC from the Siem forw;ard 10 !he troop deck. 
however , here all similarit)' ended. ln a 5mal1 open pil fOT'ol-ard of tile 
supcrsuuc'lure, an Simm mor1ar, !imilar to those aboard the s ... irt boats and 
Coast Guard cunen. w1s mounted. Fo,,,.·ard o f this a $poem shaped bow 
replaced the nat unloodinc ramp of the ATC. O n this nC"\11' bow wu mot.meed 
a. 40mm cannon (wi1h a co-axial .SO caliber machine iun) endosC"d in a 1Unrt. 
The 40mm wu the main aun of the riverine forces and it provided a hiJh 
volume of fire d uring landina operations. In addi1lon, a1 kast 1wo Mark I 
s.rcnade launchers were C'ilrried, 11;long with the individua l weapons of1ht 
e1ewmeo. Heavily armored, the Monitoo oftm closed to within il fe"'' feet of 
the shore 10 J)l'O•·id<" fire supp(lr! for 1hc troops on shore. 

T•·o ~lonitors in eaoeh squadron were also filled OUI a.s CO!llmand Concrol 
Boacs CCCBs). The only major difkm~ between a rqular Monilor lllld a 
CC B Monitor wiu the removal or the mortar in che pi1 aft or the 40mm rnr
rct. ln it.s place a command and control console wa~ fitted whic-h $(1"\"cd as the 
command pos-1 for 1he baualion and !ask aroup c-ommanden during ari 

opera1ion. 01he,....·ise the CCD Monitor wu idenlical lo a regular monitor 
and carricdouc much theiamc function. 
Theonly ~1spcciallyconstruetcd for useby1herivrrine ron:es"-astl!c

As.s.iult Supporl Patrol ~1 (AS Pll). In addi1ion 10 providina f ire iupport 
1he ASPA was also dC$i,g.ncd to serve as a m incs ... ·ttpcr and was filled "''ilh 1 

mine countermeasun:- chain dra.g. Llghtc1 aad futa than the Moni1or, tile 
ASPB was not as heavily armed or amiorcd. 11 carried a sinalf 20mm canoon 
and 1win .SO ealibcr madiine guni in two turrets, one in the bow, and one 
a1op 1he supcrstru<:ture. An Simm mortar wu mounted in the stCTn 1od 1..-0 
o r more Mark 18 grenade launchers wCTe al~o carried. The AS PB had 1 uni
q ue uhaust sys1em whkh emptied out underwa ter makina ii 1he quie!C$1 of 
!he ri~erine boa1s. Com bined, these fca1Ufe$ allowed lhe ASPO to W used in 
a ... ·ide variety o f roles. Aside from la dins the ri\'tr nolillas ii wu also 
employed for amblll.hn, patrols, special opcra1io1U, reconnaissana, and 
cscor1 mW.ions. l...atCT in 1he war, sinale or twin .SO caliber machine aum: "'·ere 
added to the stern "'·hik the forward i un turret h;id rockci launC"hcn 
mounced on lhcir sides. Linked 10 1he machine guns 1hc rocket launche11 
could be 1raioed by elevating o r doeprcuina the mathine guns and 1n.,·ersinc 
thelurret. 

Besides these fighling boau, 1hc Mobik Riverine Force had a numbc:r of 
supp(lrt bolls. T" ·o SC"lf-propelled barracks ships (AP Bs), were modincd (01 

use in Vie1na.in. Each " 'as fined with 1 lli,ght deek and equipped with aircon
dilioning. Each could acrornmoda1e 1pproJOma1ely ei"1t hundred l!OOJ1$ and 
provideiome support for 1hc rfrer boats. In addition each APB wis ou1fi11cd 
with an CJllensive rommunkations $)'Stem. The fknc•111h (APB-3S) " "IS 

equipped to :;to ·e as the brigade and flotilla Oaphip white the Connon 
(Al'B-361 had similar arrangements for battll.liOll and squadron commandm. 
In late 1967 1hoe Colkton also r«C'iv«I hospl1al flcilities fOf lhe careof lish1fy 
wounded men. 

Howevtr, sin« thew 1wo b3rratks ships could no1 handk all the men o( 
che lwo infantry baltalioni, and ar1ilkry bo,tteries, another barracks shi;i, 
non-propelled, supplcmenlcd 1he Benewah and Colleton• . 11 could house 
anOlher 625 men, bu1 bcin& unpowercd, it had to be lowed from place to 

'Fi~ A PBs M d rJrili11oll)' bttn rtquattd bu/ thrtt 'MY!" C'UI from ll1t forct 
by S«rtfory of Deft/TM MrNomaro. Fol/unoi.•ly lht Navy " 'IU" able lo pro
vidt o 11011-pro~lltd rtplor:tmtnt. 



~. This hampered 1he MRF since !ts movem<'nt wu 1ela1h·e])· slow and 
Cfl'aled lactic'al problem$ for the N. l•·erin(' fOfCC:S. E\'CO! U.llJ)' !WO add ilionaJ 
Stlf· Propctkd Oaml<'h Ships, the Merter (APB·l9). and Nittcs (i\PB-40) 
were added lo 1he Mobile Riv<'fin<' Force 10 cul down on thit problem. 

To service: a.nd rep.air lh(' ..-arious ri..-erinc boats and ~in& <'f11ft ~· repair 
5hip was assi1nC11 lo the suppor1 Sttlion of !he task forte. The USS Askari 
(ARL-lO), a ron,·ntcd LST. provided a compl<'t<' repair focili1y for 111<- river 
n'lfl. Cranes onboard could lift boatJi OUI of the wa1rr and dcPQ$it lh<'m on 
Ammi ponloons moort<l alonpid<' for drydock "'<>rk. In addition, lh<' Askari 
Ibo houKd Almy pcnonncl who workt<I on wapons, radios, and engines. 
This ship provided indisprnsablc scrvic<' and without ii 1he MRF would ha,·e 
bct'n unablt to keep ils boats in sc-r••ke and carry ou1 opcr:uions. 

The las! major suppoN vessels of T ;ijk For('(' 117 wert 11 56-<:lw LSTs 
wiancd 10 1he notitla from 1he 71h Flec-t. These provided addi1io~l stor111c 
i.piCC: which was una,11ilableon 1hc AP&. In th ls space lh<' LSTs hou!C'd sup
plcmenial ~upplies of ammuni11on, wcaporu, spare pans, and ra1iotu for 
1qN"ovisionin1 dte ri,·erinc (of('('.S du.ring prolonaed optrations. Thc5<' I.ST' 
1l<nfcquippcdwitb at1lgh1 deck anda.ni<d1Mbripde'1htlirop1er detach
mmt of four H -2Js . a Iona with om: in fanuy co!llpany, They also supported a 
1U1Yr As-Sault Division. 

The fin.al component or 1hc riverin<' forcn .,.,·ne the arullery and hcliooptcr 
~rgcs developed by 1hc Arm)'. Initially , it ... a.s e1wisioned 1ha1 .miller)' 
•Ol.lld bt put u h ore to provide 1hc ncceuary fl rt suppor1. Vny quick ly it was 
diKo•·er<d 1hat I here were few tracu or solid land in 1he Mckona Delta which 
rould supporl arlilkry. T o aUeviale this probl('lll an A nny o ffice had a bar&<' 
fabricated from S<'C1ions o ( ponloons which cnabl<d two IOSmm h<>"'·iucrs 10 
fire ..,.hile 1ncho1cd rn:xt 10 1bc shoreline. These: b.argC$ <'Ould also be beached 
if the 1Kk " '('Ill ou1 and che anillery could be rai&}ued, allo ... ·ing chc sun 
cr<""'S 10 kttp firing their howi1un afler o nh· a slight delay. Hclirop1eu a.Im 
fKC'd 1he same pcoblcms since there .. -ere few areas (or them 10 ..ct down. The 
ATC(HJ pmvidtd o nly a partial solurion, a nd the problem pcrsisled. Similar 
10 the ar1illery bar1es. a hclirop1er barge was developed uSiflJ sections o f 
pontoons. Each of !hes<' hellropLcr buses could accommoda1c lhrcc l-J u<')'S 
lnd "'<'re t>quipptd with a !'<'fueling system w·hich carried J,500 gallons of 
JP-4 avi.11ion fucl. Since ncl1her of these bartes '¥1·ere $df·propclltd LC M·Ss 
"'ff'C' used 10 move them for resupply of fuel and ammunilion. These baracs 
p1o•id<d a quid and incxptnsh·t sol111ion 10 the Pfoblcrns faced by both ar· 
tilkry ba.11crk:s and helicopter crev.·~. As a rcsul1 the: MRFdid 1101 la<'k for a1-

tilkt)' or helicopter support. 

Riverine Operations 
RIVER RAIDER I. 1ht lQ.rch and destroy mission carried 01.11in1he Rung 

Sit durina February and March o{ 1967, was tbc fint joinl operation by Ar
my and Navy form. The: Vietnamese Navy had provided some of 1hc crafl 
forU$Cinthecarnpaians.inct1hefull Americancontin1entof\·cssc.lshadno1 
Jt'l arrived. Throu1hou1 the sprin,a of 1967 !he Mobile Riv<'fine Force 
17adually built up ilsstreRJlh, and i:arricd out small local operations. During 
Apcil and May the Kemper Cow n)' (LST-8s.4). 1hc Benewah (APB-BJ, and 
d)(' Colle1on (APB-36) arrived in-counlry and lxpn supporting 1hc riverine 
mf1. In mid-May T F 117 join.:d with T F I l6 (Game Warden) forces to carry 
oul 1ne larscst ri"crioe operation by US forces to datt in 1hc R1mg Sat . Thb 
Qptfa1ion aW> marked fh<' firs! time tba t both Tal k Forcci .. ·orked ICJelher 
in support or one another. 

Shor1ly afler this joint o pcra1io n wu condud<'d, OPERATION HOPT A.C 

ATC(HJs were modllled with the sddlllon ol •small lllghl deck to 
sllow helicopter$ lo lsnd. Some ol those were used as hospltal boels 
and had lull oper11ting racllltles llUed In the deck well. (US Navy) 

XVl!I was carried ou1 in the area bctwttn th<' Rach Ba Bau and Ra<'h Tra 
Tan rivers in IV Corps. E,·cn larger than 1hc Run,a Sat opcr.uion, ii 1csuhed 
in 1hc firs! heavy contact with 1he Vlt'I Coni. Afler landin& tht infantry. the 
ATC$. supported by Monitors. blOt"kcd oN the cn('my"s liM of rnrcac, and 
dnpite fict('(' fiJhti11,1 the VC were una.bk 10 dClpc tht net thrown around 
thtm. PrC$$Cd from all 1ic:lcs lh<'y broke and ran, losing 01·cr 100 mm. 
Casua.hiCf among 1he infantry and sailors were li&ht and damage to lhe 
variou.s ri,·er craft was minor. Tht boau had proven they ('()U]d siand up to 
rocket a nd recoilless rffle fire, even a1 exircmdy clOJie range, and tl\tir ability 
tob!ocktheVC:scscapchadbttnthededsivefactorinscalin&lh<'fltcofth<' 
suerril!a force. Wilhout lh<'m, rhc: gu<'rrillu would have been abk 10 slip 
away to fiJ}ltapin. 

Shon\y afier 1hi$opcr11ion was complc1ed on 2 Jun1, lhe MRF re'Ctived a 
dirttli..-e (rom M ACV in Saigon, auiancd 1hc: cod<' tu1me CO!lONAOO to 
fu1u1e rj\·erirn: opcrntions• . Two da ys la.ter CORONADO I bqa.n in Dinh 
Tuona and Kicn Hoa provi~ 10 secure !h<' Cl'lo G10 canal. During the 
mo•·e u p riv<'f to insert an lnflllltry platoon ATC-112-3, ac1i111 as a 
mincs .. ·ccpcr, had a mif}(' dc1ona1e undcr ill stern and had 10 be towed back 
to lhe new Army base at Dong Tam. Tbh; wu the fi~t SU('('eS)ful mining of a 
MRF ship and hi&hliS:hlcd lh<' nttd for a spcciaJiud minesweeper. Unfor· 
111na1dy, while mon of the remainin& modified landin& crafl arrh·ed durin& 
Jun<', the: ASPRs were not 11mon11h<'m. The lack of lh~ specially dcsis,ncd 
boais had socnc cffttis on operations but oth<'f cn.f1 were auia,ncd 1he 
mi(lC$wttpina dut)' unlil l h<' ASPBs nnally rached T F-117. Ahhough 
.,.,;1hout the ASPBs 1hc Mobile Ri\'t'rinc Force was ne>1 up IO Authorized 
s1reng1h , the anival of the Jut of the modified l.CMs all°"'·cd !he Navy Jo 
return borrowed ri,·crine crnft !O tht Vietnamese N all)' wi1hout jeop.1rdizin11 
the force's ability 1o a.ny 0 111 its mission. 

ThrouJ}lou1 the summer and fall o f 1967 cht riverine for('(' was constantly 
on1hc mo,·e. In late June: Coronado O P ERAT ION CONCORDIA 1rappcda 
VC unit of $0TT1e 400 men near Ap Bae. Togeth<'r wilh ARVN uniu the 
soldkn and sailon o f 1he MRF killed o,·n 250 of !he tn<'m)' while los1na 46 
men. Again 1hcri,·erine<'ra f1 helpcdC'Utthecnemy'slineofre1rca1, andwhile 
hnwy fire wu tal.:.en, there we-re only fif1ecn sailors .. ·oundtd durin& 1he bat-

•co,onudo Culifomio, "''OS tht Jilt o/ lht 1\'u1·ol A •'l!Jhibious ~at ,.·/rich 
most sailors rt'Clil'N spttiof /Toini1111. pFiO' 10 shippinx out to Vitlnam 

This parllc1.11ar tar.ding craft has bean converted lo a ' ra<:hl bo•I'. In 
the deck well a111 •number of llve lnctt rocket launchers which are us
ed to provide suppor t l lre In e genaral area. Note the eddlllonal ermor 
on the stern and gun mounts. (US Na,y) 



As the """ progressed 11ddl1lonel lleld modltlc1Uons were mad• lo 
the s11ndard rlv&rl"41 boels to lmpron lhe!r e llectlnness 1nd prol.C· 
lfon. This parUcula r Monitor h,oie had the torwerd 40mm turret replac· 
ed with two ll1m1 lhrowl!lrs. Nlcknemed ·z1PPO.', thH• cralt weni 
used 10 bum eW•'/ lhedense jun~le follege which often grew down to 
the weter's !Wge. (US N1vy) 

1lc. CONCORDIA II followed at the bqinning of July&nd luted un1il 24 Ju· 
Jy . Durina Ibis campai1n PBRs of TF I 16(Game Warden) assisted the MR F 
in blockin& opera1ions bul 1hcir limi1ed armor protcclion hindered lhcir use 
in 1he cl~ c0ll11na of 1he small canals wlw:rc 1hcir primary pro1cction. 
sp«d, could no! be used dfociivtlr. Al !his lime 1hc MRF began operatin1 
H ·ZJ and UH· I helirop1crs off the ATC(H)S which incrcased lhe OcJ1ibili1y of 
the foroc's reconnaissance and mcdivac abili1y. The firs! of 1he con•·cr1cd 
hdkopicr b.ar&Cli arrived on 22 J uly and was pruscd in10 KrviC'C' immedia tely 
to supplement 1he ATC(H)S. 

From Au1ust throu1h Oc1obcr TF I 17 carried out a serin of opc:ra1ions 
apirm 1he YC in 1he Run1Sa1 Special Zonc!O ~«fl 1hemain shippin&chan. 
nel open. n- ill('luded CO RONADO \11 (5· 11 Au1usi), CORONADO VI 
(11-18 (X-!obct), a nd CO RONADO VIII (27·29 Oc1obcr). No~ of 1hcse 
resulted in 1i1oif11:9.11l toll\ act with Jar1e VC unit1. Only $Ca!fcred rcs.istancc 
was cncoun1crcd bl.U !hCH operations Jlf"C'o"C"TlUd the VC f1omcaTT)'Uia out a t· 
tacks on 1hr Jhipping channel due 10 this coru1ant p1obin1by 1he riverine 
force. 

In conjunction with these forays into chc Runs s.a1 1he MRF alro carried 
out a number or olher opcra1ions in lhr surroundin1a.reu. CORONADO JV 
(19 August 10 9 September) took place south and SOULhwn1 of Saigon in 
Loog An, Co Con¥. and Kicn Hoa proYinccs. Elements or 1hc S06th VC Bal· 
ralion .,..ere r llC'OUntcred and lbiny· four of the 1ucrrillas were killed. 

The only YH HI specific.ally deslgn&d for UH by r1Yet1nl!I forces wea 
the Aueull Suppor1 P1trol 8011 fASPB). The turrets ~•ed either • 
1lngl1 20mm cs nnon or twin .60 callbet machln1 guns. An 81mm mor· 
t1r was c1rrled In lhl!l Sllrn and gr1n1de taunchera w1ni mounl•d as 
nMded. These crelt warl!I ala.o flll&d for mlnHWHplng end normally 
led 111 asseull lorm1tlon down the river. (US Nevy) 

Numerous 11,1pp))· an<I allllll caches were also di.Kovcrcd but contact wu 
ll1ht. a~ on the beets of this came CORONADO V (September 12th to ()(:.. 
1ober ithl in Dinh Tuong and )(kn Hoa pnwinco. sou1h .. ·es1 of 1he aipital. 
Workin& with US and ARVN uoops from the ?th Division, the MRFm· 
countered the 26.Jrd VC t>111talion and in a serln or runnin1 banln the allied 
forcc:s ktlled o•·er SOO oft he guerrillas. Howt-vc-r. the 263rd fought ha.rd and 
ci,a.htttn Riverine boau were hit by rockt-1s. grenades. and r«Oillcss rifle fire. 
Though none wert-sunk. thil was 1hc hc:avics1 fire that 1hc MRfhad yet wtnc 
under. Thii underlined 1hc ability of the' boa.15 LO lake a 11ea1 deal of punish· 
men! and also the nC'Cd for additional a rmaruem Lo coun1er 1hc growin1 
number of hca•11 caliber weapons bein1 employed by the communists. Dur· 
lni CO RONADO V the firsl ASPOs arrived and rc'C'Ci\·ed 1heir bap1lsm of 
nre. Toward 1bc end of 1he opc11.iion the first aucmpt 10 use narnethrowen 
iook place ln Kicn Hoa province: near Don1Tarn wi1h.sa.tisf1.C1ory resul~. An. 
M· l32 flamethrower armorctl pcrronntl carrier (APC) wa.s placed in an ATC 
a.nd tC"Sied under high wind conditions. No problems were encoun!C"(ed .and 
addilioo.al M· 13h ""ere rcquesled u1uil a suitably modi11ed 11\0nitor COtlld be 
$ubslftuced for the ATC/APC arransemen1. 

To help prolttl Vielnamcsc civilians during lhc 1967 N:uional E1«1iOns 
Coron.ado VI I (20-24 October) w;u conducted. Durin1 checlections the MRF 
di.5pcrscd itself throu1hou1 lhe Can Guioc dilUict. bul •·cry litt le contact 
resulted. O-·er ci&hty pn ~nt of 1hc regislcrcd v OI CT$ !urned OU! due 10 the 
1i1h1 S«1.Jri1y !he rlvcrint craft and personnel provided. The ye.u ended on a 
more resoundin& no1e combat wi$c. with Coronad o IX (I No•·cmbcr to 21 
January). This long opcr1t1ion ... u sllr!cd, in pan , to e01tntcr YC anacks 
a1ainS1 patrollin1 PBRs in 1he G iao Puc district. 

Workin1 with \'klnam~ MarinN the MRF met the Vier Cong 1wia: dur· 
in' 1967 in large sak: actions. Near the t0"1J o f Sa Dec in mid·Novcmber a 
VC unit .,..u cornered and in pitched fightin1 178 of the enemy .,.·trc killed. 
On 4 Dcccmber a11he boundaries between Dinh Tunoa and Kicn Phon1 pro
vinces. tlM:allicd forte ran into borh 1hc 267th and )()2nd YCbanalions. Vict· 
n:arnc:si: Marines, with 1he aid of an ATC/ APC namcihrowcr, s1ormed 
uhon: under wi11M:rin1 fire while US uni1s maneuvered to cut o ff 1he &uC'r· 
rilla'scscapc. lntwodays officrcefiJhtinJOver260 YCwcrcklUcdagairut 
tirty US and VktoamC$'C casualties. OYt-r forty ri•·crine craft were hit by a 
variety of comm1,1nist weapons, bul oooc were sunk. and the majority con· 



tinued 10 take pur1 in the opeu.1io11. A (ter this ~ule coorac1 dropped off 
;;harpl)' and 1hc remaiodn of the operation turned inio a moppio& up c:im
p:;iian. Whrn CORONADO IX w:u finally tC'Tminated, over 600 l'i~I Cofll 
lay dead. US and ViC'lnamm fatalities wtte 100. 

Tet 
With the $UC'CC'U of 1hr varioui CORONADO OPERAT IONS In 1967, l'C 

power Jn the Mckon& Dcl!a .1ppca.1ed 10 be on the wain. HOWC\'Cf, 1his ap
paranC'C "'~d«dvin,g for in rt:tlity !he communisu .,,.ere prcp:n in& a no1 io n 
wide offensive Opetaiion aaainsl US and Vicln:imcse position,. On 29 
hnuary 1968. North \l ictnamtsc and Virl Corr8 forcc:s unleashed their Ttl 
offensive, carrying out auackJ: across !he length and breadth of \'ieiru.m. In 
1hc Ocha region. !he VC hh rhe major towns of ~Ir Tho. Ben TK, c .. i Lay. 
Cai Be and Vinh Loni on )1 JanmHy. 

The MRF, in 1he midsr o f CO RONADO X. redirtt'lcd iuaucn1ion IO'l>"Jrd 
My Tho where the si1ua1ion was drieic:.11. Two b;i.11alions of troops were land
fd in the town and slowly cleared 1hc auerillas out io bittCT hou!C' to house 
f1,&htin1. Within three do~ the town was deemed !C'C"Ure cnou1h for 1hc 
troop$ co be rcembar)i;cd and redc-ployed 1oward Cai Lay. 10 ('Ul off 
r(1rca1in1 enemy croops. Unfortunately most of these 1uerrma.s c1·3ded the 
MRF and liulc «1ntac1 .,,..u made. Af1er 1his frui1lcu foniy, 1he MRF was 
dlSpQ!tchcd to Vfnh Long to support hardprcs:scd ARVN Hoops. Movin& into 
poslrions JOUlh of the city, !he Riverine cntf! 11nd infan lry sucecssfully block
fd the YC"s 1ine ofrt1rcat and bilrer flgh1in1resul1edu1he aucrrlllu 1ried ro 
break out of1hc area. HO""'C'VC"f, che cordon ,,..as too ti.ght ;tnd by 6 February 
!Ile communisl thrat !O Vinh Lon,; "'~ broken. Th.nc ll\O\'ts by 1hc MRF 
01·cr the sho rt Sp.in of a week proved lhc abflity o f the ri>Trlne forC'C ro ract 
Bpldly and mm·e q uickly O\·cr a large area. During this wn-k 1he MRF in
llktM over 600 enttn)' ¢Hu.th ie$ in 11'1c fi&htins around My Tho and Vinh 
Loni. Had ii noc been for TF I 17. lhcsc import;tnt rowJU mi&h1 h;we fallen to 
the encm)'. But. wilh the abilil)' 10 quickly mo•·e Wge numbers of I/oops 
from om: houpot to another the Rh·crina were able to effrcti,·cly counter 
mcm)· a!t.acks befort' they could &•in momennim and Khit">·e 'igniflcanr 
f<'SUltJ. Perhaps 1he 1ok of !he ,\IRF during Trt can beiil be summed up by 
~ncral Westmoreland. lhe US commander in Vietnam. when he stared 1hal 
" .. rhe Mobile Rh·erine Fo rce sa•·ed ihe Od 111 " 

1968 The Second Year 
followini rhe Tri ofrensh·c. Jllc: Mobile Riverine ForC'C COl\linued 10 ex

pand: in June or 1968 a third Ri•·cr ASJ.ault Squadron wu formed, and, in 
July lhc entire force was rror111nii:cd Into two $«lions: Mobile River G roup 
Alpha and Mobile- Rj\·cr Group Dra.vo. Another River Assauh Squadron ar · 
rived in<OUnny during September, and by fall 1he MRF had rc;ichcd its full 
autboriud mensth in both combat and suppon ship$. A1 1hi1 lime, there 
"'"c 1lro chanics made ,,.·ithin 1hc ~tructurc of the ri•·crinc infamry unlu 
"'ltich allo...,.cd more lIOOI':$ 10 be used as mancm·rring clemcnrs. cuuina 
00...·n the number of men kepr ashore a r Dong Tam. 

Alon& ...,.ilh lhcse orp.oiutional chan1cs and increases in forte lt\'C"ls, the 
~!RF also u p.indcd its opcn1ins areu. Riverine forces wilh elcrncnu of the 
2nd Bfiiadc carried oul a Krlci: of sweeps in 11'.icu Hoo prO\incc unde< 
OPERATIO N HO.\lESTEAo•. Action .,.-as li£hl. as rhe enemy rdicd o n 
nnall lllmbu.sh ream1 armed with 1ockel launchers (Rf'G-2 or 7110 harus rhe 
fotC'C. In October lhc cwo ncwlr rrorpnizcd Mobile Riva Group$ (Alpha 
Ind Bravo) o f TF 11 7 carried out additional missions. 1hroughou1 a number 
or provlnca. Mobile Riverine Group Alpha remained in Kicu Hoa while 

·~ l.ISf' o/ the ITH.Ir 11omr Coro11odo for optrgtiorrs ww di:Kotlti11utd ;,, /he 
summero/19611. 

A 1&¥o ATCs wer& m odlll&d to carry a high v1loclty spray syste m to 
wuh 1way ground co11er or erode &nemy lorllllC1tlons n81r Iha 
waler. Wel•r wlS s uck&d up through a pipe which ren over the sttun . 
(US Navy) 

To pr011k:le support a nd qu::u1ers lor the sallors and troops ol lhe 
MRF, World War Two b arracks ships were con.,,erled 101 uf>& In Viet· 
nam. These ships h1d a hellcopler platform added, eddlUon11I s l1n· 
doff 1rmo1. and we11 a lr-condillon&d. The USS Ben1w1h(APB-lS) was 
a lso conllgut.d 11 the command control f11g1hlp for lh1 l lo!llll 
brigade. The u cond APB, the Colleton, was conllgured as a 
squadron e nd b1!11llon commend ship. (US Nary) 

Keeping tha various boat& In seNlce was a nevar e nding tuk. 
M11lnten1nce and repair suppor1 w11 pro11lded by 11 flumberol !and ing 
craft repair s hips which move.cl with Iha MAF th1oughout 1h• delta. 
The A•kari (AAL-30) Is s wn with MO Amml ponloon1 • longslde h11 
hull. Moored to lh•H 118 • numbet of AT Cs and one 11and•rd LCM·8 . 
Tha era nu near lh• bow a nd emldshlpwere c•p•ble ol lllllng an ATC 
aboard Iha ponloons. lor rep&lr 1nd servicing. (US Newy) 



Thesa ATCs •nd Monitors from RAD 91 sit 1long side 1n Amml pon. 
loon prior to an ass1ult Into Iha Della. Even In the rel1Uvely conllned 
w1lers ol the Delle riveiw1ys the w1ter could gel choppy IS Is evi
dent lrom the spray ralaed by lhl bows ol lhe moored boils. (US 
Navy) 

llruo worked in Vinh Uinh. Vinh Long, Long An. Dinh Tuong, and Phong 
Dinh PfOVincd. During October lhC two poops were 1eorpnil.td vis-:a-vis 
ll'lc:ir River A.ssaull Oh·itions (RADS). Group Alpha had fi \"C Divisions 
ssstintd 10 ii while Group llra\'O re«h•ed three. 

Thts shirting of U$(LS resulted in each Group 11.king re:spoosibility for a 
s1~dfic geographkal scc1ion of 1hc Mekong Delta ln No,·embt'r. Group 
Alpha, w!lh 11.ivcrinc Assauh Oivisioos91, 92, 111, 112, and IS i . operated in 
the caltcm delta whilt Group Bravo, with RADs 121 . 132, and IS:?, worked 
1hc: .,,.eJ!ern dclla. Coindding whh 1hls rcorpuiucion came renewed VC Ill· 
tacU apirm ~1RF $Uppon shill$. On 1 Novemb« VCApptn: placed minc:s 
on the hull of 1he WcstchC$tcr County (LST-11 67), 1hc resuhi111 Cll:plosions 
on the m1.rboud amid.ship rupmred che bcrthlna. fud .m d l lOf"aac comparl 
ments. killing 26 1ailors. A ftcr beaching for 1cmp0orary r~if5 at Dong Tam 
the Wcscche'Jter Coun1y .,,·ent 10 Yokosuka. Japan for repairs: rtturning w 
Vietnam in March of 1969. Two week$ b ier a Jalvage bilrsc wu sunk by a 
mine with 1hc los' of 1wo live$. Tha e 1111acb set the panern ror much or1hc 

Originally Monitors were uslgned the job ol IHdlng ATC& down the 
w•l•iw•ys. This Monitor closely watches th1 rlv•r b•nk lor signs ol 
•nemy actlvlly IS ii IHda a pair ol ATCs down a canal during a p1lrol 
oper•llon. These crtlt are tram RAD 92. (US Navy) 

The dlllerences belwHn an ATC •nd Monitor can be sHn har•. The 
most evident dlllerence la lh• spoon bow ol the Monitor mounting• 
40mm lurret. (US Navy) 



{Abo'le) Ae they became ev1ll.11ble Asuult Support Patrol Boals 
{ASP8s) tool!. O'lar lhe Job of lead Ing column• down th11 various watar· 
w1y1 1nd because ot their ablllty To awHp mines they prDYed 
u p1cl1lly 'llluable. This ASPB palrols along 1 c1n1I while troops 
ashore set up a ballery ol 1 OS mm howltiers to support troops during 
OPERATION CORONADO IX. (US Navy) 

Fire support w11 en lmport1nt put ol Iha riverine force's Job during 
1n operation. Thi• Monitor llru lls 40mm c1nnon on enemy positions 
during operations In the 01111. Note how the crew !eke 9dvant1ge of 
the lurrel and superslruclure tor protection white observing Iha el· 
fact of Iha tire. (US N1vy) 

Speedy t1'11cu1tlon ol c11u1ltl11 could mHn thQ difference between 
1111 or dea!h lor the wounded. This medlvac Huey comu In tor 1 1111· 
ding 1lop a specl1lly modllled troop carrier. Then modified troop 
ctrTle/"'9 were gl'len the deslgnellon ATC(H) and o llen pro'llded full 
medical asslslanc. for wounded untll they could be e11acu1led lo 
more sophlsllcaled lacllllln. [US Navy vii Cre"man) 

~. 
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rmiaining t nemy accion mtounttrcd by 1he MRF. and rardy were larae 
group$ of aucrrillu spo11cd and brought to t ombll.t. LO$$C$ during Coronado 
optrations and Tet. plus a health)' resl)«.t for the firepower of 1hc Riverine 
forces. caused the VC 10 rcvcr1 batk to 11ucrrilla ""'u fare where they ton~n
lr.1,1.cd on small scale hit and run optra1ions. Throughoul the remainder of 
1968. TF 117 tontcntnucd on pacifying !he di:l1a region and rupponing 
ARVN 1roop.t. In addition . as the need arose, forces ... ·ere assigned 10 
OPERATION SEAi.OROS in eooptration with Markel Time and Game 
W;;udenunits. 

Vietnamization 
During 1968 much lhouJht WI.$ &ivcn lo turning o•·er more of1he Rh·crine 

war trfort 10 the Vietnamese. The fint step in this process came about in 
January of 1969 when lhe boats or RAD 91 .,.·ere withdrawn from tornbat to 
ready them for turnover to the Victnamcst. This was done on I February 
1969, aod shor1ly 1hercaftcr RAD 91 .,..u offtcialty dis.soh"ed. From these 
assets, alone whh dghl ASPOs, 1he Vietnamne N:iwy formed River Auaul1 
and Interdiction Oivisions(RAID!) 70 and 71. This st"! the p.111trrn for lhe re
mainder of 1969 u 1hc Riverine forte pr~rcd to handover more ofiu asscu 
to Vittnamc:s<: tonnol. Operations continued 10 be carried OUI b)' the 
Ri•·erine for~ bu1 as the year proarcued more and more effon was concen
trated on training Vietnamese ptrsonnel 10 bandit and maintain 1he vuious 
boau. 

But whi le the sm:nglh of1hc MRF wu being rcdutcd. rhtre•••a.s still a .,..ar 
aolng on, and the wldkn and uiJon o f the Riverine units tontinucd to carry 
on "'i 1h day to day optra1ions. Durina these missions, the pea1c:s1 threat to 
Jhc Ri~crine boaU came from mines and underwater swimmers. A number of 
boats were sunk by mines and on numerous occasions VCsappttS u icd toa!· 
1ach t haraes to ships at anchor. For1unatcly, these swimmers were kept in 
check by constant patrols around the anchorages. On occasion 1he VCstqcd 
11.mbushc$ alon& the rivers or canals with rotkc1 launchel"$, ~oilk:ss rincs. 
and 1uwma1it weapons. But while casuallies .,.·ere usuall)' li&ht. and damage 
to 1hc boats minimal. 1hc sailon had to be ever on the alert apirut 1besc at
t1clr.s. The guerriJlasalso m1de mor1ar and rotkc1 a11atks ai nigh1 a.aaiiu1 an
chorattS bul the boat0 s ability to move about helped 10 lessen lhe danacr 
from this type of Ulatk. 

At The u.me lime 1ha1 1he Rh·erint forc('j were turnina over !heir ISSCLI' to 
the Vietnamoc, movi:s were a roo110 redeploy the Ri•-erinc troops of the 9th 
Infan try back to the US. T his was done gradual!)". s1ar1ini in June, and 
resulted in a stead)' rcduClion in infa.ntry !U.\&ull unitS available for opera
tions in 1hc Ocha . Their plate was 1aken by A.RVN uniu who worked with 
both their own Riverine forces and the remaining units of lhe MRF. This 
1cdut1ion in troop s1ren&lh caused a drop !n the tempo of optratiOTU and 
lcucncd 1ht number of rontatu with the VC. By the early fall of 1969 
.,.;lhdrawal or the 2nd Bripde wu complete allowing the barracks ships, 
save one, 10 be withd11wn and returned stateside. Two more Ril·er Auault 
Divhioiu wae turned ovtr to 1he Vietnamese Navy, and 1he remainin& uniu 
ofTF 11 7 btpn workin& wilh 1 new uni! , Task Foree 194, which was &il·cn 
the job of conduccing SEALORDS. 
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(Abo'te) M-112·2 shows Just how c!oH the rl'terlne crall came lo the 
shore during operallons. From Al'ter Assault Dlvl1lon l 12, this 
Monitor Is taking part In CORONADO V, • combined l)lrmoblle, 
m&ehaolied, and rh1erlne oper111lon against the Cam Son secrol zone. 
(US Navy) 

{Above) During 111 operation riverine bolts -re olten b&1ched to cor 
don oll an area. These VC suspecls ere being queslloned on board a 
CCB aller lhefr capture. From the way lhe crew Is reining the 
fighting Is evidently over or not taking piece In the lmmedlatevlclnHy. 
(US Nevy) 

(Selow) An H-23 obseNation hellcopter hovers over an ATC(H) during 
opera!lons along a canal In 1he Mekong Delta. H-23swer& assigned lo 
the MRF during CORONAOO V end proYJded valuable lnlorm1llon 10 
task group commanders on possible ambush sites, location ol allled 
forces, and se!"led es r&tays for communlcallons bolwM n the various 
riverine forcH. From CORONADO V onward heUcoplers served with 
the MRF as an Integral part ol the unit's organlz11Uon. {US Navy via 
Cressman) 

(Below) The river war Jn Vietnam was not all one sided. This ASPB hlll 
been run aground by its crew to prevent II from sinking alter being hll 
by 111 Viet Cong rockel. White some of the crew try to plug the Mle lhe 
rest return tire on lhe suspectod enemy position. (US Navy) 



SEALORDS 
ll>· 11'1c fall of 1968. the thrtt princiPlll Na1')' Ill.Sic fored in Vic:1nam - TF 

J 15 (Market Timc), TF 116 (Game Waiden). and TF I J7 (Mobile' Ri1-erinc 
For«") had bal:ic:ally Kromplishcd thtir rnpo:-clivc missions. Alona 1hC' i;o.isi 
tl'lc V~I Cvng wc1c raicly abk 10 infihnuc mC'n and supplies from 1hc sea 
"hire' in 1hc Mckon& Delta lhdr hard core uniu and lcsis1k linn had,uffC"rcl 
st .. •crc IOSM"S. Unfor1una1dy, dnpitc this intcrdielion of suppliel'. lhc com
munifu were Slill a force to be rt'<:kon«I "'ith in the notlhcm and .,.·nrcr11 
]»rCs o f the Del1t1 whtlc men and supplies were romin& in from Cambodia 
through 1hc muc of riven and rnnah . Men and supplies coming in from 1hc 
Cambodian Janc1uarics was 1hc major rcason for the VCs abilily lo sur>'i1·c 
IM numerous dcfu1s suf frred at 1hc hands o f Ille ll rown Water Nayy. 

Jn 1964 the Bucklew learn. which hail rcoommC"ndcd 11.n inctca~ in US 
Na1"al pu1ki~1ion incoostal pallol. rcal ilC'd 1hal such an effort wu doomed 
toC"·cntual failure unte»a border intcrdiC1ion pb.n •••as instituted io supplc
mmt ii. Hov .. C"·cr. a t th111irnc, andforthcncxt thrtc yea.n:.1hcrncn1nd 
equipment neeckd to impkmcnl such a plan had not bun a• ailabk. bu1 by 
tM fi ll o f 1968, Je<-rca.sini VC acti•·it)' in the Task Forces· 1c:!ip«til'e •re-as of 
1ei:p0Mibilit)· ere.;ucd a surplus of personnel and equipmcni which could now 
be employed in border intcrdktion ope-rations. A p lan wa'i devclopttl in Qc. 
1obt:'r to ut1lii.c bo1h the- river and eoasrnl "''-Sc-ts under the Code name 
SEA LORDS (Sou1hus1 Asia L:ii ~e. O«an. lfo·er . and Dd tu S1rntcg)') . 
SEA LORDS welded U>tcthcr various units of Game Wardn1. Markel Tin1c. 
and the Mobile Ri>·ninc Force into 1 combined force who'J miuion was to 
in1ndiC'1 lhc VCs mo•·ernen! of men and wpplid throua:h an aru thal suet
cllnl from the Gulfo fTh;iJJ.and to !he Parrot's Bok. T o implement 1his plan 
a nC"· orpni7.;11ion. T ask Force 194. "'°aS cn:ated 10 coordma!e th(' di"(l"K 
unll.s as.sisned to che SEALORDS foret:. 

T;uk Fotce 194 was gi•·cn four primary dirr>.:li•·es b)' US Hcadquarlns in 
Saigon. 

J. /11/crdic1 VC !inn of rommu11i(a1/011s from the Gulf of 
Thoilu"d lo /he Bas.rac Hi1w 

}, Opr" the 1rans-dcl10 ""ultr,..ays uf!d pu(ify lht1 adjawf!t 

"= J . Cltar t~ /Jos:soc isla11ds af!d pocffy 1h~ atf(Lf. 
4. Harass 1111' t~my alf{/ bt>p him off f)afanct'. 

Marktt TimeSv»ir1 bou.s bqan 1oenlar&t 1hcir ~trol aiw by moving fur· 
1her up tht rh·trs and 1akin& o•·tr 1he K<."tors whkh the PIJR.s h:i.d bttn 
reiponsib!c for. In addilion 1ht'Sc: coa:i;1al boau bq.ln 10 ~nelrltt- the 
m1m('10\IS ri\·ers of 1he Cau Mau Pcniosula to slir up the iucnillu in thi$ 
rt"gion. A s 1hc Swif1 boat$ mo,·ed inland and took on additional rh·er respon
i.ibililics. Game Warden P BRs pu$l~d dttper in!;ind for deployment at 1he 

When the chanca to employ various brown water unlls o l the three 
mafor task lo1cas together arose In late 1968, !he Navy lorma d Task 
Force 194 lo coord ln;i la them. Hs purpose was lo !.l op Iha flow o l 
anns and supplles Into Vietnam llom Cambodia by cre:.llng a &e1ies 
ol b1niers along Iha bordar betwe&n the lwo coun1rlcs. Bec11use ol 
thllr skallow draft the PBRs mo~ed tar up rivet 10 cut Viel Cong In· 
f11t111lon 1outes. This PBR crew se11ns a caMI durlng thr.- /Ital ol thesa 
missions. OPERATION S EARCH TURN fn No~ambor ol 1988. (US 
Na't'Y) 

proposed barriers which roughly paral!ckd 1hc- Ca:mbodian border. The lack 
of &round forCC"l within the M iff nllowed the heavily armort<I sh;illow dni.ft 
rivelinc boats . csped1lly 1tu: ASl'fi$, to be:~ for blocking and ir11erdic1ion 
missions :iilong with 1he PC Fs and PIHl.s. 

Th(' first opcracion carried out by SEAi.O ROS was SEARCH T URN. 
begun on 2 No\·embcr. This oclion was initiated when MkP form made a. 
s.crin o f :u.s;oults on cnem)' positions along the Rach Gia d i Lons Xu)·in 
Canal. Fi.s}ui"i wu rd11i>·dy li,ht, whh only lwenty-onc gueiril11s being 
killC'd. lhoo.&h :l.iuable QUlntitin of weapons. ammunition. 11nd supplies .,.·ere 
unoo•·ered. Tlltlassaull ph:ucoftheOJ)C'l:atio[ll.b!cdonlyfiveda)'Sbut:11flcr 
lht completion of this phl$C'. coruinucd ~lrol.s "'·ere carried out along the 
canal from 1 ncwl)' c:!ilabUshed ba.s<: on 1he eana.1. ThC'SC' p;i.1rols paid par· 
tkular auen1ion to 1he "'"(S/('Tn end of the burier and the C<1nals runnin& 
no11h from the Rach Gia 10 Ha Tien -..,·hich were believed 10 be: p;i.rt of 1he 
main Vit'I Cong supply 1nd communkacion lines. 

C los..- on the htclJ ofOl' ERATION SEA ROI TURN o n1e FO UL DECK 
(la!er renamed OPE RATION TRAN HUNG DAO), which ~ta1ttd on 16 
Novcmb..-r. Therotal)'~I which actua lly slatted this operation O('('Urred ca11in 
on 1 ~ Oe!obtr when LieUl('nllnt (JG ) Michael Jkrnique. a rt'SU\e officer, 
took his Swift 80.11up1he Rnch G ning Thanh "''l!C'IWlly in rc:!iponscto lnfor
ma.rion ch·rn him by local rnid('nU. The wat('rway closcly p.ani.llded the: 
Cambodian border and wu 'off limiu' to US fOrCC$ be..--au)C o f possible 
political rel)('fcus:sions O\·er a border incidcn1. Actin' on his o wn. Bernique 
proettdcd up the- riv('r und su1priscd avoup ofstmrillas who sc.m ercd. bu1 
no1 bc:fore losins lhrtc men and tea..-ing behind ... C'apons. dorumcnu. and 
supplies. After rcgrouplns. the VC trkd 10 rt'\'.apture tht'SC' mamia!J; bul lost 
addi1i-Onal men wilhout geu ing near the- captured an ides. When word of th(' 
fight reached S;i.ison, Naval headquarters wcn1 inio :m uproar. Bcrnique, 
ordcrfil to Salton. sa,·c a dirttt acroun! of the action to the admiral in 
::hait e of :i ll N:h')' forca in ViC1nam. Fortuna!~!)' for the youn& licu1cnant , 
1 he adminiil cho"' to award him"' Si/\"('r Star instead o f a court martia l for go
ing into the •off limits' area. Word of this dcc;ision filtered down 10 •he: lower 
r.anb and henceforth the Rach Gu.n Than bccame known as 'lkrnique·s 
Creek'. 

As I r('Sul1 of 1his incident the admiral took a spcdal intnnt in the border 
barrier. and In conjunction with Army authorities . plani wnc l;iid to mo•·c 
na•·ttl units imo 1hc artil. The operation began when three Swi(1 boau, kd by 
none 01her than 1he intrepid Bernique, again ('nlcrcd the RaC"h Gran& Thanh 
with ord('t5 to proettd up 11'\c Vinh T e canal. This group ran inro two ll'OUJK 
of guerrilla.s who wcr(' pu1 under fire with undetermined re5ult~. HO\fl·C"·er. a 
f('Vll hours later Sou1h Vietnamese a 111ho rlti« rcponW. thac Bcrnique'111'0Uf' 
had killed not VC. bu! insltad a group of Cambodian bandits. and l('n South 
Vittnamest' .,.·omen. /U if to rnengthen 1his reporl Cambodia also protested 
and Jkmique .,..as on« apin called on the earpet. Fortuniucly for him. the 
resulting in•·estigation Jbowed tha1 all th«c accu~ations were false. E•·cnlual· 
ly it wa.s determined that thoe ch.argcs were par! of a $1.:iUfuUy CJ.C"CUtcd com· 

While the PBRs moved upriver the Swift botlS look o._er m uch ot 
their 1>11lrol arH and also pus hed up the major w a terwa ys or the Ca 
Mau peninsula. The crew of th is PCF m oves In close to a river bank 
for 8 tiring run during O PERATION GIANT SLINGSHOT. No le the 
unusu1! ahle ld 1nd la1ga a mmo box on th& stern ma chlnegun m ount. 
The re l11lvely high poalllon of the forwa rd gun turret prowtdad the 
gunner wllh ucellanl wlslblll ty 111 wa ll u 11 wide tleld of fire. IUS 
Nawy} 



muoist plOI to force Lhc abandonment of the barrier pa.uols 1hrough polilical 
prcuure. As a rnuh !he patrols ,.·trc cominued and pressure ,..M incTcued 
on VC supply Hnn. 5,.·if1 ~u kept the ,.·es1ern md of the Rach Grana 
Thanh under survelllanC<' whilt PIJICs and ri,·trine-mr.f! did 1hc ~me on 1hc 
e:mern portion Of the ri,·er. [)cspitt problems "'ilh Wtter k\•eb, hi&h banb. 
and little &TOUnd suppon. continuous p;l.1Tob s ... cpt the w11cr...-.. ysexccp1 for 
a ~hon l)C'riod in late-January and early f ebruuy of 1969. In the later Jla.&ts 
of lhe opcntion Viemam~ Na,·al uni!) took on a vn.ttr i;hare of 1he 
rnponsibility and the code name "'as chariaed to Tran Hung Dao 10 sianify 
th!: iJK"rtticd Viema.mes-t prfflnet". Evemuall)' FOUL DECK ~me 1he le· 

cond most aeti,·e of 1hc- four inrerdktion barrien in terms o f ell('my cooracl$ 
andt'apturtdma1eritJ. 

The 1hird and most active of the four batrkr patrols was O PERATION 
G IAITT SLINGSHOT. launched on 6 Oe\.-ember. Th,b opc:n1.1ion centered on 
lhe inramous V~t Cor1g SAnctu.ry known as lhe 'Parrot's Beak', and was 
border«! by the Varn Co Tay und Vam Co Dona ri\'Cl'I. Th~ fi,·ers came 
toiether at a poinl approxlmatcly fiflC"tn mlkt sou1h of Stiaon to form 1he 
Vam Co river ,.-hkh then Oo,.·cd 10 1he South China Ma. On a map 1hes-e 
rhi:u resembled a sUnphot. and, this unusual feature resulll:'d in the choi~ 
of the codename for 1he opcn1ion. 

Ikea.use of low "'11ter In the rivers. normal support ,.CSKU rould not 
n;l'oi&alc up •he "'<llC'T"'·ays. To provklc $Uppor1 for the \'arious river erar1 
i;pccially ronstrut'lcd noa1lna facilhlcs wtre r1bda1cd. Buil1 on a serid of 
'Ammi' ba.1ses. lhcsc mobile- platforms. called Advance TaC1kal Support 
8a.sn (ATSBs). wtre $icnl at Tuycn Nhon •nd M oc Hoa on 1he Varn Co Tay 
Ri,·cr. a.ml Trt1 Cu and Hiep Hoa on the Vim Co Dons River. La1er 1hc 
A TSB at Hiep lfo;i "''h moved 10 a more f• \·orable posi1io11 at Bm l(co near 
Tay Ninh. J\ddilioiu.I suppon (or !he Na,-.11 unlu ,..;u provided by th!: Askari 
(ARL·JOI near Tan An and ihc Harneu Coumy(.l.ST-82)a1 Ben Luc until the 
arrh<1I of a ~ptttally rons1ruc1ed barge complex 111 Tan An and the complc--
1ton o( a shore facilily 11 Ben Luc. 

Ourin.s GIANT SLINGSHOT . tht Riveri ll(' foron wofking "·hh US troops 
frc<1uen1ly dashed "''ith the suerrillu who tried to maintain their lines of 
communk:ation runnin& from lhc sa.netuarin in Cambodia. Over a IOCX) 
firefi&hts occurred durins the Opc'r111ion which cost 1hc communim d0$ot to 
2000 killed. In 1ddi1ion 232 prisoncu "'·ere rakeo and over SOO 1on.~ of 
"'"eaporu, ammunition, and supplies ~re $C'izcd. ThC'$C IOMn pra>'nl beyond 
a doubt lhllt the 'Parrot's Beak' was a majOf supply route from communist 
.l'lnciuarics in Cambodia. And 1hc violen t rcae1ion by I.he cuerrilhu: also 
sho"' cd how imponant they fch chm rourn were. The numbr:r or con1acu 
with allied forceJ during G IANT SU NGSHOT was more tlu.n double all 1hl: 
other ope11tions eombincd. HowC'l·er. dcspi1c a fierce effon 1he VC was 
unable lo thwur 1hc drive b)' US and Vietnamese forCd, l\Ofeould 1hey keep 
optn their infituation routts. This forced the VC 10 shif1 their loglsliC$ effo1l 
further ,.·n t 10 a p p be1wC"tn lhe GIANT SLINGSHOT art2 and the FOUL 
DECK barrier. 

To counm ibis VC shift. !he final imerdicrion operation. BARRIER 
REEF "'11.S laull('hcd on 2 January 1969. Thb barrier ran from the one 
c:siablishcd durinc GIANT SLINGSHOT to the two parallel ones c::nablished 
durina FOUL DECK and SEARCH TURN. BARRIER REEF completed the 
in11:rdic1ion line across the nor1hern reaches o ( the Mekong DC"ha. 11llowins 
allied ror.:cs 10 arry our coniinuous patrols from 1he Gulf of Thailand to the 
'Pano!'> Beak' . As a result the no" ' o f men and material 10 communis1 
form in lhe ~Jta region dropped 10 a 1rkklc, ,..hkh allowl:'d Sou1h Vkl· 
namnc forces 10 incrcuc their pacification efforts and make great Slridn in 
brinsina !hit area of !he Dtlta undtr ~fffC!ivc 1cwernmen1 control. lt allo 
1Jlow«I alli«I units co conc.:nt111te a laice force on shor1 notice' 10 coun1er 
any delcelcd enemy buildup without dilrup1ing cxisling orpnizalioiu.1 and 
loiistical srruciurcs. 

An uniuwil lnll0\'l1ion u ied durina 1he sprin1of1969 "'u the mo,·cmcm 
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A monitor from RAD 112 puses a small h1ml1l located Ol'I one ol the 
small canals which wes used by lhe guerrlllH lo mO¥e men 1Ttd tui>
plles from Cambodia to the southern part ol the Delta. These pat1ols 
did muc h to cul down on th• flow ol lroopa end materlel from tM 
communist sanctuaries In Cambodia. (US Navy) 

Elements of the Mobile Riverine Force lolned wllh the PBRs and 
PCFs lo allacll ll'le communist supply lines. This ASPB leads an ATC 
up a river durtng a sweep of the V&m Co Dong river during GIANT 
SLINGSHOT. GIANT SLINGSHOT WIS the most succeulul o l the 
lour o~ra11ons c a rried out by brown waler newal forces engaged In 
SEALOFIOS acllwl/les. {US Nllvy) 
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During 1he l•te spring e>I 1989 8 new tee tic wes 1neo wh81\ PBA$ were 
lifted by glent CH·54 Flying C1enes 10 er.as where lh&'f hed newer 
operaled before. This ceught lhe VC to!ell'f by surprlu end resulled 
In heavy enemy losses. (US Navy) 

of PRAs into u1pposodly inaettflib!e wamways usin, Afmy C~-54 Flyin' 
Cn.nC$. This "''U done in Ma>· when si" PBRs were lined in10 the upper 
Sa.icon Ri\·er alld apin in June when anocher si.~ wcresc:t do ... ·n in 1heCai Cai 
canal. Both oprratlons CllU&ht the communists by surprise:: ii was 1hr0UJh 
web movr-,i; u 1his 1ha1 lhe atliG t cpt lhe VC romLllnliy ofr balana: as 10 
" ·herethcy mishtbcmud::next. 

By 1970, 1hc srowina prn.sure or Vietoamization bcp.n to be Mt in the 
SEA LORDS forces. alld as more aod n1ore Rivninecn.ft were 1u.rncd o•·er 10 
the ViC1namcsc. they bcpn lo take on a bigger share or the barrier patrols. 
Uy 1971 lhe ViC1namesc: had m umcd almost ;all rcsponsibjlitics fCN thnc 
optr111ions u the US Na1·al forces in Viernam were cul bact. The onl)' US 
Naval pt"nonncl $1ill ,.,·orking on the interdiction proaro.m were advisors with 
1hc 1•arious Viernamcsc uniu invol~ed in the pauols. This US s1rcnc1h was 
further cut back In !he early sprina and summer of 1972 unlil only :i few 
AmeriC'lln officers were lefl in a liaison e<ipadty within the: Vietnam~ com· 
mand Strue\tlre. ThC$t Vlctno.mcse units did a creditable job thOUjh lhei1 
m1lo1cnanee f1cil i1iG " 'C'fC ncvcr abletokC'CpChc 1•ario1.1SrivC'f rCNee.$up 10 
mcna1h. 

While 1he mitiuuy shuallon dcterior::Hcd artu !he American withdrawal, 
!he Delta area remain«! basically s«uu• due to the cffom of 1he Vktnamt:'SC 
Navy. A flcr the fall or South Vkrnam in the 1pring or 19n. dissidem Army 
and Navy units contlnu«I to oppose che NVA Army usi11& cuerrilla raccics 
which the)' had learned so well from the v; .. 1 Con&. To this day. thC$e 
elements still eonslilutc a force " 'hich 1hc communi~ts ha•·e not be-en able lo 
fullyelimlno1e. 

Olien times Popular Forces were ferrl&d to their desllnallon by an &r· 
rrJ of vessels. PCFs cover 11 landing by Vietnamese lroopi; during a 
SEALORDS operation. The PFs w&re not wery popular wi th US Navy 
crews bec•use they ollen slole equipment end personal belongings 
ol thecr.ws.(o·Mara) 

During this pertod more and more American bro..,,n .... a1er assets were 
turned over lo lhe Vlelnamue. Among 1hoso were Merk II SwtH boats 
s&en Just efler lhelr turnover. One of tl'le ma in distinguishing lea tu res 
be1ween the Maril I and U was the 111Ung toward ll'le bow and the port· 
hole shapes along the superstructure, (O'Mara) 

(Above) PCFs ollen IHmed up with VletnameH unlls In sweeps 
through th• Mekong Della. These Swift boals have just dropped orr 
Popular Forces (PFs) In a vlllege lo check lor Viel Cong acllvlly. 
Although the bGlla were not darlgned lor this lype ol use they were 
able to carry 1 lalriy IAfU& numb&r of troGp& In the res1rtel&d wal&r· 
ways ol lhedellei. (O'M1ra) 
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The End 
As the United StatC!I pursued the policy or 'Vittnamiution' more and 

more of 1hc .,,-ar l'ffort "as turned over to the South Vietnamese Armed 
Forte$. In early 1969 RivCT Assault Division 91 was deactivated, and from iU 
assets the Victnaml'SC' formed Ri ver Assault and ln1crdiction Division 
(RAID) 70 and 71. Thcst' 1wo Vietnamese brown wa1er units 10ok part in 
Ol'ERATION GIANT SLINGSHOT, helping US forces cut commu11is1 sup
ply lints coming ou1 of 1hc 'Parrot's ~ak'. Vietnamese units also par
ticipated heavily in 1hc Lattt s1agejl of FOUL DECK and in reoognition of 
1heir at1i•c in•ol•cmcnt, the op«a11on was renamed TRAN H UNG DAO. 

By this time plans l'ltrc in progrns to turn O•cr 10 the South Vil'!llamcse 
Navy all the 8.2 foot WPBs then being opcra1cd by the US Coast Guard in 
Markel Time. By May enough Vietnamese had bttn trained so that 1,.0 cuc
ters, the Point Garneu and Pomc League. could be 1ransfcrred to their con
trol. In appropriate ceremonies at Saigon . the two ships were renamed the Le 
Phuoc Due and te Van Nga. Turnover of the 82 footers continued 
throughout 1969 and 1970. By August of 1970 the transfers were complete 
when the last t"'O cuuers, the Poim Marone and Point Cypress, were taken 
o•erbythe Vietnamese Navy. 

During 1970 US brown "'ater wichdrawal rate increased dramatically. By 
tM early part of the year rhere "'ere •ery few wholly American crt'Aed com
bat craft. Under the ACTOV program the VietnalllC$C took o•·er control of 
!K'arly 2SO boats by lace spring. Jn conjunction with these 1ransfers, US na•al 
manpo"'er in-country "'IS cut by twenty-five per cem. Close on the heels of 
these 1urn overs came 1he invasion of the communist sanctuaries in Cam· 
bodia. US and Vietnamese river units supported American and ARVN 
ground forces as they mo•ed against these longtime enemy sanctuaries. 
Rcspondin1 to the convulsi•e outcry from the anti-war mo~ement o•er the 
in~•uion of a ·neutral Country'. President Nixon imposed a limit M 10 ho,. 
far US forces could advance mto the Cambodia. Due to this restriction Viet
namese Nl'·al units ,.ere 1asked with opening che Mckon1 Ri•·er to the capital 
of Phnom Penh. Co•ered by US airpo111·er, includin1 HAL-J helicopters and 
VAL-4 BronCQS, Vietnamese boats managed to clear the waterway to the 
Cambodian capitol. Once these clearing operations "'ere completed Viet· 
namese N3\·al units periodically swept the river and escorted con•·oys throu1h 
Vitt Cong and Klrml.'r Rougl.' ambush sites. 

Following the Cambodian invasion the American withdrawal moved into 
high 1ear. By mid-summer o•er eiahty per cent of all operational brown 
"at er craft had been transferred to 1he Vietnamese. Coupled with this, an ad· 
d1tional 1"cn1y-five per cent of the rcmamm1 US Na~y manpo,.er was 
redeployed 10 the United Stales or other US Navy duly stations. almost total
ly ehmina11ng American Na~al participation m combat opera tions. Most of 
the US Naval personnel still in Vie1nar11 were primarily concentrated in sup· 
pori,advisory.orliaisonrolcscxcept forsclcctunitssuchastheSEA LSand 
aviation squadrons. 

By 1969 Vle1namlutlon ol the war began to gel under wey. For lhe 
various coastal and river forces this mHnl a gradual turnover of 
assets to lhe Vlelnamese Navy. These Swift boats were turned over 
in 1969 and became part ol Squadron Two ol the Vietnamese coastal 
patrol force. (US A1my) 

PBR units assumed lhe job ol training Vietnamese sailors on a one to 
one Indoctrination program. By the late summer of 1969 there were 
almost no PBRs In Vietnam manned by solely US personnel. These 
Vietnamese PB Rs are moored alongside YRBM 16, a repair snd 1up
port barge manned by US sailors. Even alter the turnover of opera· 
tlonal units to the Vietnamese. loglsUcal support was slill provided 
by American personnel. (US Navy) 

Gradually, dunng 1971 and 1972, the rcma1mng suppon functions bcin1 
performed by US Na•al personnel were turned o~cr to the Vietnamese. By 
the spring of 1972 approximatcly 2000 US sailors "ere still in-coun1ry. Wnh 
thesigningofthepeaceaccordinJanuaryof 1973, theUSpulledoutitsre
maining men in Vietnam. From this point on the Viemame~ were on their 
own. For the Vktname~ Navy,!hc period immediately followina ihc 
ceMefire was rcloiivcly calm in the Delta region in comparison to thcolher 
areM of South Viemam where large numbers of Virf Cong and North Viet· 
namcst regulars "ere dug in. The bigcst problem which the Vietnamcw 
Navy faced "ere ma1menancc and the procurement of spare pans. Unlike 

The Vlelnemese receind a number of 100 foot Patrol Motor Gun· 
boats (PG) such as the one seen here. They were armed wllh a 40mm 
cannon, lour 20mm cannon, and two .50 caliber machine guns. Thase 
boats proved very ellleiant tor coastal palrol and tor close Inshore 
work due to their shallow drall . (US Navy via Cressman) 



During the invasion of Cambodia In the s pring ol 1970 Vietnamese 
brown waler Naval units Joined with US brown water forces to pus h 
up the rivers In pursuit ol communis t forces. This Vietnames e PBR 
moves up the Mekong River toward Phnom Penh alter restrictions 
were placed on how tar US forces were a llowed lo advance Into Cam· 
bodia. (US Army) 

An unus ua l modification lo a Vietnamese ASP B. The lorward gun 
position has had two sets ol rocke t launchers mounted co-u:ially 
wllh the 20mm gun. The author saw a number of these mou nts during 
visits to Vietnamese Nava l bases in 1971 a nd 1972. This particular 
photo was ta ke n al Nha Be In late 1971. (Mesko) 

American sailors who had usually spent their lives around machinery. 1he 
Vietnamcsehadnonm:hanical backgroundandwerenotslrongonpreven
livemaintenance. To them if an airplane, boat or tan~ ran. it should be left 
alone. Unfortuna1ely, this atlitudc soon reduced the number of operational 
craft and flooded the repair racilities with a huge backlog of work. Ag
gravating lhis ~ituation was the lack of adequate spare parts. For a ~hort 
period of time immediately after the US withdrawal, adequate supplies of 
replacement parts were fairly easy to come by. llowever, as American aid 
dwindled, so did the availability of spare parts and e~en those on hand 
became difficult to obtain by the repair facili1ies since the Vietnamese had no 

A Vietnamese monitor from RAO 70 sits quietly along side the 
shoreline of the Cal Lon cana l during a lull in operations. Unlo r
tunately, once the Vie tna mese took ove r the various river and c oastal 
vessels they failed to properly maintain the m and as a result the 
number ot operational units fell tar be low wha t wa s normal when 
Americans had mannlfd these c ra ft . (US Navy) 

cenlral facilityfordisbursi:ment andsparepanswcrcscaucredallover Viet
nam. This seriously "'cakened overall Naval strength and large numbers of 
boats "'ere usually out of commission due 10 minor difficulties. 

After the peace accord was signed, fighti ng continued on a reduced level as 
both sides attempted to Strengthen their respcct i•e positions. The Sou1h Viet
namese bro"'n water force tried lo ~eep 1he Mekong River open to Phnom 
Penh and insure a steady now of fuel, ammunition and rice to the the 
beleaguered Cambodian regime of Lon Nol. Heavy fig hting occurred around 
the river town of Hong Ngu, the site of an important Vietnamese Naval base. 
The NVA made repeated attempts to block the river to supply comoys and 
reopen their o"'n infiltration rou1es. With the help of the Vietnamese Air 
Forcc and supported by brown water craft ARVN troops were able to dear 
the area of communist troops and keep the river open to the Cambodian 
capitol. 

Throughout the rest of the Delta. the Vietnamese Navy did a creditable 
job, albeit, within lhe hmits of iU operational strength due to serviceability. 
lnparticular,thcVictnamcscbrownwaternavy"'asveryeffecti•cagainstin· 
filtration routes alon1 the Cai Lon Ri•cr in Kicn Grang and Chuong Thicn 
pro.,.incn. With nearly 400 ri•·er crafl, lhe Vietnamese "'ere able to kttp up 
the pressure on the NVA and VC despite their poor maintenance perfor
mance. Unfortunately, neither the Army nor the Navy really "'orked closely 
"'ith one another in the Della and this lack of cooperation seriously 
hampered operations. Higher au1horny did li1tlc to remedy the situation and 
the t"'·o forcn ne•er learned to coordinate their rcsl)C'Cti•·e ac1ions. 

ln 1974 lhings took a mm for 1he worse. Due to Congressional cuts in US 
aid. the Vietnam Navy "'as forced to deacti>·ate t"'enty-one of its forty-four 
ri•erine units. Asa result of these cuts, the brown "'aierna•·y ... asunableto 
cffcc1i•clypatroltheDcltaandcouldnolongcrprovidcsccuri1yalongsi:•eral 
of the major canals. The l'Cbegancxcningincreasingprcssu"throughout 
the region. Con•oys gomg up the Mekong river to Phnom Penh came under 
heavier and heavier fire. Due to their diminishing forces the Vie1namese "'ere 
forced to curtail their support of 1his vital lifeline to Phnom Penh. The last 
attempt to push a convoy through lo the Cambodian capitol occurred in late 
hnuary of 197' when a small group of rngs, barges and ships monaged to 
reach the city with enough supplies to last the population two "' eeks. After 
the losses suffered bythisnearlyunprotcctedsupplyrun,authoriticsdccidcd 
torcsupplythccapi1alexclus1velybyair. 

Throughout Vie1nam, the communists began a series of anacks in early 
l97'designcdtoslowl~·.,.hittlca.,..ayatthcgo•·ernmcnt'sst rcngth. The brunt 
of these actions took place in Military Regions I, II , and Ill where the NVA 
launched a series of ground ass.aulls spearheaded by armor and backed by 
ma5$i•e artillery barrages. In the Mekong Delta region no large $Ca.le attacks 
took place; inslcad the communists carried out small hit and runs designed to 
pin down go•crnment forces so they could not be shifted to the more critical 
areas. Asa result thethrttdivisionssouthofSaigon playednodircctrolein 
the debacle "'hichoccurred further north. The few ocean going ships could 
do little c~ccpt eucuate troops from be-sieged coastal cities. By the end of 
April it was all o•er The NVA s"'cpt aside ARVN resistance in 1hc 1hrtt 
military region~. A prolonged defense of the Mekong Della probably "'ould 
ha•ebeenpossibk,but11.,.ouldha,cscoednouscfulpurposc.Withthisin 
mind the South Vietnamese go,crnment unconditionally surrendered 10 the 
North Vietnamese on JO April 197'. 

Since the fall of South Vietnam, there ha,·e been continuous reports of 
guerrilla resistance which has de,·cloped to oppose the nc"' communist 
regime. Centered in the Mekong Delta, the reports indicate that the mo•c· 
ment is composed of ex-Vietnamese Marines, SEALs, sai lors, and ARVN 
troops. To combat this enemy, these reports state that the communists have 
had to use former US and Vic1namesc riverine cra ft. If this is true it is indttd 
ironic that 1he roles have been revcrS«I and thecommunis1sare now being 
forced 10 fight the same kind of "'ar wh ich 1hey themschcs waged for so 
long. 
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Anolher lnlorestlng mocutlcatlon wu the ro1>l•clng ol the 40mm lur· 
rel on this Monllor with lhe turrel from an LVTH-6 Amtrac mounllng a 
10Smm howllzer. Bar 1rmor prolecllon has been added around !he 
lurr11. (Mosko) 

This ASPB hu h11d 1h1 origin.al slngle m1chlne gun mount repl1ced 
by 1 twin mount. Note how the guns c•n receive emmunll lon from 
bolh sides. Unlortunalely white the twin .SO call~r machln~un 
mounl geve the Vlelnamue 1 tremendous amount ol llre1>ower 111 
range often led to cl\illtlan casuattlu outside the Immediate ballle 
arH which did Utile lo endear the Vietnamese Navy 10 loc.tl In· 
h1bllant1. {Mesko) 

The las! •lgntflcant oparetlon by the Vietnamese navy was when II 
hel~d convoys move up the Mekong River lo resupply lhe Cambc>
dlan capll1I of Phnom Penh. Vlatn1meu LSSLs. PCFs and a LSM 
dock al lhe Cembodlan capltel 1Her a successful supply run. 
However pressing problems In their own counlry IOfced the Vlei· 
namese to cease lhese missions and the l(hmer Rouge were even· 
lually able to close the river IO such convo.,s. (US Army) 



Riverine Abbreviation 
Glossary 

ACTOV . Accelerated Turnover Plan 
AHCO · Aviation Helicopter Company 
APB • Armo1ed Patrol Boal 
AR • Repair Ship 
ARVN · Army ot the Republic ol Vietnam 
ASPB · Assaul1 Support Patrol Boa1 
ATC. A1mored Troop Garrler 
ATSB · Advance Tactk:al Support Base 
ATC(H) · Armored Troop Carrier (Hellcop1er) 
cca . Command Communication Boats 
CSC · Coastal Surv.,lllance Center 
OD · Destroyer 
OE · Destroyer Escort 
DMZ · Demilitar ized Zone (Border between North and South Vietnam) 
EOO . Eicploslva Ordnance Disposal 
FOM(Short) • French Rtveu Patrol Boat 
FOM(L~ · French River Patrol Boat 
HAL·3 . HeHcopter Allack Light (UH-1 Hueys) 
HC-1 Helicopter Combat Support Squadron One 
HECP • Harl:>oi" Entrance Central Po$\ 
HPE · Harbor Pal rol Element 
IUWG · Inshore Undersea War Group 
LCA · Landing Craft A ssault 
LCM · Landing Craft Mechanized 
LCPL · Landing Crall. Personnel (Large) 
LCS . Landing Craft Suppon 
LC\IP · Landing Craft. Vehicles and Personnel 
LSM . Landing Ship (Medium) 
LSIL · Infantry Landing Ship (Large) 
LSSC · light Seal Suppoo Crall 
LSSL · Suppon Landing Ship (Large) 
LST - Landing Ship Tank 
MAAG · Miiitary A ssistance Advisory Group 
MACV · Mltilary Assistance Command. Vietnam 
MB1 . Moblle Suppon Base One 
MB2 · Moblle Support Base Two 
MOMAF ·Mekong Delta Mobile Afloat Force 
MIUWS · Mobile Inshore Unde1sea War Surveillance 
MRF ·Mobile Riverine Force 
MSB · Mlnesweeplng Boal (non-magnetic) 
MSC · Minesweeper, Coastal (non-magnetic) 
MSM. Minesweeper (medium) 

MSO · Minesweeper. Ocean, (non magnetic) 
MSR · Minesweeper Patrol 
NSA · Naval Suppon Act lv l!les 
NI/A . Norlh Vietnamese A rmy 
PACI/ . Patro l Alr Cushion V&hlcle 
PC ·Submarine Chner (pa1rol c1a to 
PBR · River Patrol Boat 
PCE · Pa1ro1 Escorl 
PCF · Palrolcral t. Inshore ('Swlltboat1 
PF · Popular Forces 
PG · Palrol Gunboat 
PT· Patrol Torpedo 
PRU · Prov!nclal Reconnalssanct'I Units 
RAD· River Assault Division 
RAG · River Assault Group 
RAID · River Assaul! and Interdiction Division 
RAS· River Assault Squadron 
AOK · Republic of Korea 
RONONE · Squadron One (USCG) 
APC · River Patrol Craft 
RPG · Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RSS - River Support Squadron 
SAS · Special Air Ser.olce 
SEAL · Sea Alr Land Team 
SEALOROS · Southeast Asia Lake. Ocean. R!vi!r and Della Strategy 
SEASHARP · South E&st Asia Semi-Permanent Harbor" Protection 
SOG Special Operations Group 
STAB· SEAL Team Asaaull Boal 
Swll! Bo•l•. Palrolcratt. lnsho1e (PCF) 
TOY - Temporary Duty 
TF-115 · Task Force 115 {Market Time) 
TF-1 18 · Task Force 116 (Game Warden) 
TF-117 · Task Force 117 {Mob!le Rlve1ene Force) 
USN · Unlled STa!es Navy 
USCG · United Stales Coast Guard 
VC . Viet Cong 
VAL·4 · Light Attack Squadron (0V-10s) 
\IARS ·Visual Airborne Reconnaissance Sur1ell1ance 
VNAF · Vietnamese A ir Fo1ce 
WHEC · Hlgh Endurance Cutter (US Coast Guard) 
WPB · Patrol Crall (82 fool cu11er) (USCG) 



{Abov•) A Vl•ln•mese 'Swill Bo•t' c•rrl•s oul a 
Market Tim• p•Crol along 1n. coast. This Is a PCF 
Mark II whlc;h h•d • dlllerent suparatructura from the 
original variant, In addition, the MAflK II was 1tso 
slightly longer. Th11rm•m1nt la cowe1ed with canvas 
10 prOllCI II l•om .. 11 spray. (US Na'ly) 

A p•lr of Vl•ll'l•m•H Monllo" •I •nchor. Ag•ln, not• the Yellow recognition 
marting •lop th• vHH I, In thla use, on the forward 40mm lurr•t. Such H rial 
kl•nUllc•llon b6c•m• common aller a number of mlalaken •ll•cks by US and 
VNAF aircraft on alllltd -.uels. (Jacobs) 

ISBN 0-89741·183-t 
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