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FOREWORD

Insurrections followed each other, men died as heroes,
but the colonial regime remained unshaken, apparently un-
shakable. Our scholars in the name of the King and of Con-
ficius, led the peasants to battle, but they fought with out-
of-date arms and ideas of past ages. Against the foreign
imperialists’ modern weapons and Machiavellian schemes,
this was derisory. Even more so were the attempts by our
urban bourgeoisie and petty bourgeoisie to tail after Western
capitalism. Such was the state of Vietnam before 1930. A
whole nation, proud of its centuries-old history, fought
heroically, but for many decades, every insurrection was
doomed to failure. The road to independence seemed blocked,
a wall rose, unshakable, impregnable, obstructing the path
of the future. Eyes turned towards the two elder nations of
Asia: China and India. But in spite of immense efforts,
at the time these two great countries either remained under
subjection or sank into anarchy.

In the dark night, a light flashed, a voice resounded.
Imperialism, it said, is powerful but ridden with contradic-
tions, our weakness only stems from our inability to mobilize
the main forces of the nation, the masses of the people, from
our inability to define an adequate overail political line, ap-
propriate strategy and tactics, suitable formsof organization
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We lacked an ideology that made it possible for us to mo-
bilize and organize the people, and showed us the road of
human progress. Such an ideology exists, it is that of the
working class, it is Marxism-Leninism.

However, to possess a compass did not necessarily mean
that one knows how to sail one’s ship over a stormy sea.
One had to apply that theory to Vietnamese realities, to
create that party of steel which was to define the line to
be followed by the people’s struggle at each stage, that
national front which rallied all forces and that people’s
army which spearheaded the revolution. This work, immense
in effectiveness and scope, was to bz done by a man of
indomitable energy and unequalled ludicity, a profoundly
humanitarian man symbolizing the progress of his epoch and
national tradition, an ardent patriot and an internationalist
as well, That man is Hé-Chi-Minh, Uncle Hé as he is
called by all Vietnamese. H6-Chi-Minh pursued the work
for nearly half a century and has achieved it at last in
relying on the Party he had founded. Many a fighter of
the South cried out before being hit by the bullets of a
firing squad : ““Long live President H6-Chi-Minh. In the
remotest villages of Vietnam, North and South, every little
child, as soon as he can speak, babbles to his mother ‘I will
be good, Uncle Hj will be pleased”’.

Such is the man whose short biography we publish here-
after, written by one of his closest collaborators, Tru'é'ng-
Chinh, a member of the Political Bureau of the Vietnam
Workers' Party.
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PRESIDENT HO-CHI-MINH

BELOVED LEADER OF THE
VIETNAMESE PEOPLE

The 19th May of this year is the 70th * anniversary
of Comrade HG6 - Chi-Minh, President and Secretary
General of the Vietnam Workers’ Party and President of
the Democratic Republic of Vietnam. The Vietnamese
working class and people are engaged in patﬂouc emula-
tion, end: ing to record
which they will offer to their beloved leader as birthday
prcsems.

On this occasion, let us study the life and work of
Dresident H4-Chi-Minh, and try to understand and learn
from his thinking, moral greatness and style of work so
as to be able to better serve the Party and the people.

* Article carried by Hoc Tap (issues of May and July
1960), a political and theoretical review of the Vietnam
Workers’ Party.






I

A SUMMARY OF THE LIFE AND WORK
OF PRESIDENT HO-CHI-MINH

In the history of the nations, there are great men whose
lives and works are closely bound to glorious stages in the
history of their respective countries. Such men often sym-
bolize the noblest virtues of their people; all through
their lives, they struggle for the freedom and happiness
of their people whose dearest aspirations and firmest will
their words and deeds bespeak. President Hé-Chi-Minh
is such a man.

He was bora in 1890 into a poor peasant scholar’s fam-
ily of Kimlien hamlet, Namlien village, Namdan district,
Nghean province, a place with long-standing revolutionary
traditions. His father was a Pho Bang*, who out of patriot-
ism had refused to collaborate with the French colonial-
ists and Nguyen feudalists and lived in poverty. As a
young man, H8-Chi-Minh was deeply influenced by his
social surroundings and family education. For successive
generations, the people of Nghean and Hatinh provinces
had waged a hard struggle against harsh natural conditions
and the heavy yoke of colonialism and feudalism to win

* Doctor of classical humanities (Pub.)



the right to live, but they had never been able to escape
misery and hunger. The peasants’ spontaneous struggles
against dispossession of land, heavy taxation, forced labour,
etc. kindled in H6-Chi Minh’s heart deep anger against
the aggressors and traitors. As a child, he had been told
stories about such heroes born in Nghetinh as Mai Hac
De, Nguyen Quang Trung and others, which had inspir-
ed him with patriotism, the will for independence and
the spirit of self-reliance. The anti-French Van Than mo-
vement led by Phan Dinh Phung, the Dong Zu movement
led by Phan Boi Chau, the Dong Kinh Nghia Thuc move-
ment and the guerilla war led by Hoang Hoa Tham left
deep impressions in his mind: in his early adolescence,
he was already pondering over the causes of the success or
failure of every patriotic movement of the time.

In 1905, he went to Hue and enrolled in Quoc Hoc
school. But seeing that the only aim of the *‘ Franco-Viet-
namese "’ schools was to turn out obedient agents and faith-
ful lackeys of the colonialists and feudalists, he left for
Phanthiet where he taught in a private school. However,
he soon went to Saigon, seeking some professional
traiing.

By that time, he already thought that it would be
necessary for him to visit France and other European coun-
tries, ‘“ to see the people there at work and then come back
to help his compatriots ”’.* The things that interested him
most in those countries were the ideals of freedom, civil
rights, democracy, and the new developments in science
and technology. Why did he not think of going to Japan

* Tran Dan Tien: Glimpses of the life of Ho-Chi-Minh,
President of the D.R.V.
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or China, as recommended by partisans of the Dong Zu
movement 2 Because in his opinion to rely on Japanese
help to drive out the French was tantamount to ““ driving
the tiger out of the front door while welcoming the wolf
in through the back door’’, and that Liang Chi-chiao’s
thinking was reformist, and not thoroughly revolutionary.

So he became a galley hand on a ship belonging to the
Chargeurs Réunis, a French shipping company. And after
that, as a worker on ocean going ships, he travelled a great
deal, indeed around the world. He visited France, Great
Britain, Germany, the United States and several French
colonies in Africa. In capitalist countries, what struck him
most was the fact that a minority of capitalists could live
parasitically from their exploitation of the workers and
other toiling people, and lead a life of luxury and debau-
chery while the majority of the people, the labourers,
worked hard but lived in want and hardship. In the colo-
nies, he saw the suffering and humiliation of the oppressed
peoples, and the imperialists’ barbarity, cruelty and
insolence.

As a worker and a man whose country had fallen under
foreign domination he felt deep sympathy with the work-
ers in imperialist countries and the people of the colonies.
Thinking of his compatriots pained him very much ; love
for his country and his class kindled his heart. As he saw
it, patriotism was closely bound to proletarian internatio-
nalism.

In 1914, the First World War broke out. Vietnamese
youth were pressganged and died in great numbers for the
sake of French imperialism. He was then in England. He
left immediately for France and got in touch with Viet-
namese patriots living there, such as Phan Chu Trinh and

11



Phan Van Truong. The anti-French movement of King
Duy Tan in 1916 and the insurrection of soldiersand pol-
itical prisoners in Thainguyen in 1917 had strong reper-
cussions which reached France, making him all the more
impatieut to work for the liberation of his people.

In 1917, the Great October Socialist Revolution broke
out in Russia. The Bolshevik Party headed by Lenin car-
ried through the greatest revolution in history, the Octo-
ber Revolution, and set up the first proletarian State in
the world. The Soviet State declared that it would get
Russia out of the imperialist war, called on the nations
to restore peace, distributed land to the peasants, handed
over the factories to the workers, liberated the peoples
formerly under Tsarist oppression and founded a multi-
national State called the Union of Soviet Socialist Re-
publics.

The reverberations of the October Revolution shook the
world, and infused enthusiasm into the working class, toil-
ing people and oppressed nations. They could at last see
the road to liberation from oppression, exploitation and
war. Such was the road of the October Revolution, charted
by Lenin.

The glorious success of the October Revolution had a
decisive influence on the militant life of Ho-Chi-Minh,
who then went by the name of Nguyén-Ai-Quéc. He en-
deavoured to study Marxism-Leninism and the experience
of the October Revolution and decided to adopt the course
followed by the Russian people.

In Paris, he got in touch with Marxists and joined the
French Socialist Party (the French Communist Party was
then not yet founded). He organized the Group of Viet-
namese Patriots Living in France.
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Er—

The First World War ended in 1918. The following
year, the Peace Conference was held in Versailles. It was
attended by delegations from both victor and vanquished
countries. Besides, there were (unofficial) delegations re-
presenting oppressed nations who came there to demand
independence and freedom. As a representative of the
Group of Vietnamese Patriots living in France, Hé-Chi-
Minh came to the Versailles Peace Conference where he
presented an eight-point demand of the Vietnamese people
and requested that France and the other countries should
recognize the latter’s urgent interests set forth therein.

But the purpose of the Versailles Conference was to di-
vide the spoils of war among the victor imperialist coun-
tries, at the expense not only of the vanquished but also
of the colonial and semi-colonial countries. Its results pro-
voked the indignation of the people of China and other
oppressed nations. Inspired by the October Revolution and
disappointed by the Versailles Conference, the working
class and people in many colonial and dependent coun-
tries seethed with revolutionary ardour.

In 1919, Lenin and Marxists who supported his stand
held a congress in Moscow, to set up the Third Interna-
tional, i.e. the Communist International, and declared “‘the
death of the Second International . In 1920, the French
Socialist Party held a congressin Tours, at which was dis-
cussed the question of whether or not it should join the Third
International. The great majority of the delegates, among
them H6-Chi-Minh, voted for joining. Then members of
the French Socialist Party who supported the Communist
International founded the French Communist Party and
H6-Chi-Minh became the first Vietnamese Communist to
be active in its ranks.



The resolution adopted at the Tours Congress and the
founding of the French Communist Party caused Ho-Chi-
Minh to ponder over the following problem: how could a
revolutionary party of the working class, a Marxist-Lenin-
ist party, be set up in Vietnam?

With the help of the French Communist Party, he found-
ed the League of Colonial Peoples with the aim of fight-
ing against colonialism. He wrote the famous pamphlet
Procés de la colonisation frangaise and published the jour-
nal Le Paria, in which he exposed the heinous crimes of
the French colonialists and put forth the legitimate aspi-
rations of the people of Vietnam and other colonial
countries.

In 1922, Khai Dinh came to France to attend a colon-
ial exhibition. He wrote a play, the  Bamboo dragon’’,
in which that puppet king was flayed.

In 1924, he went to the Soviet Union to attend the
Fifth Congress of the Communist International held in
Moscow (June 17 to July 8, 1924) and after that, inter-
national conferences of peasants, youth and women.

Before leaving France for Moscow, he wrote a letter
to his friends from African colonies, then engaged in pol-
itical activities in France, in which he showed the necess-
ity for them to ““go back to their countries, penetrate
into the masses to awaken, organize, unite and train them
and lead them to fight for freedom and independence .

In 1924, the revolutionary Pham Hong Thai attempted
the life of Merlin, the Governor General of Indochina,
when the latter visited Shamian in Canton. That same
year, H6-Chi-Minh arrived in China. When he came
to Canton, he got in touch with Tam tam xa,* a revolu-
tionary ization of the Vi in China at that

* Organization of people upholding one and the same ideal.
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time. Drawing experience from the attempt on the life of
Merlin, which had failed, he arrived at the following
conclusion: the assassination of this or that governor
could not overthrow the colonial regime or lead the revolu-
tion to victory. To this end, a strong political party
was needed, which would organize the masses, and give
them the leadership needed for carrying out an insurrec-
tion and wining power. Together with the Vietnamese
revolutionaries in Tam tam xa, he founded the Vietnam
Revolutionary Youth League. At the same time, he set up
the League of Oppressed Asian peoples.

The bomb thrown by Pham Hong Thai had failed to
kill the enemy but had helped awaken our compatriots.
In 1925, throughout the whole country, our people de-
manded amnesty for Phan Boi Chau, the revolutionary
who had been arrested by the French imperialists in
China, brought back to his country and sentenced to
death. In 1926, school strikes and meetings were staged
to commemorate the death of the revolutionary Phan
Chu Trinh who, after long years of exile in Poulo Condor
island and France, had been given his freedom and repatri-
ated by the French imperialists only the previous year.
A number of young students who were expelled from
school as a result of their participation in the strikes,
fled to Canton, where they studied revolutionary theory.
H6 organized training courses for them and sent them
back to Vietnam to set up organizations of the Revolu-
tionary Youth League. He wrote The Road of the Revolu-
tion, used as a manual of instruction for young Vietnamese
revolutionaries. He also published the journal Youth,
organ of the Central Committee of the Vietnam Revolu-
tionary Youth League. Both The Road of the Revolution
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and Youth were illegally circulated in the country. They
were the initial step in the dissemination of Marxist-
Leninist thinking among our people.

The Vietnam Revolutionary Youth League was but a
transitional stage leading to the founding of a Communist
Party, the Communists within the League being organized
into “ Communist groups ' which would prepare for the
setting up of a Communist party in Vietnam.

During the years 1927-28, Vietnam Revolutionary
Youth League organizations within the country developed
very rapidly. Under the leadership of the League, the
workers rose up to demand wage increases and working
hour cuts, the aboliti of and
fines. Strikes broke out at the Namdinh weaving mill
(August 1928 and July 1929), the Aviat motor-car repair
factory (1929), the Phurieng plantation in South Viet-
nam (August 1927), etc. In 1929, the movement spread
to the countryside: in many places the peasants staged
demonstrations demanding tax cuts and less forced labour.
Marxism-Leninism began to permeate the workers’ move-
ment and the patriotic of the Vi
people. Conditions for the founding of a revolutionary
party of the Vietnamese working class were rapidly ma-
turing.

In North Vietnam, the first Communist cell was set up
within the leading body of the Vietnam Revolutionary
Youth League and set itself the task of preparing for the
founding of a Communist party in Indochina. In May
1929, at the national congress of the Vietnam Revolu-
tionary Youth League held in Hongkong, the delegation of
North Vietnam proposed that an Indochi C
Party should be founded. The proposal was not accepted
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by the Congress. So North Vietnam delegation left for
home. In June 1929, the Indochinese Communist Party was
founded in North Vietnam: a declaration was issued and
journals published to propagate the Party’s line and pol-
icy. The best members of the Vietnam Revolutionary
Vouth League enthusiastically joined the Indochinese
Communist Party. The organizations of the Vietnam Rev-
olutionary Youth League in North Vietnam were dis-
solved. Its organizations in South were seriously shaken.
Faced with this situation, the Central Committee of the
Vietnam Revolutionary Youth League decided to transform
what remained of the League (mostly in the South) into
the Annamese Communist Party. Before the new require<
ments of the situation, the Tan Viet Revolutionary Party in
Central Vietnam and partly in South Vietnam was also
changed into the Tan Viet Communist League.

Thus in the year 1929, in Vietnam, three Communist
organizations came into being, each claiming to be the
only genuinely revolutionary one. They criticized each
other, fought for influence, and all three tried to get in
touch with the Communist International.

Conscious of this danger of division and sectarianism,
the Communist International sent to Hongkong Comrade
H6-Chi-Minh who conveaned a Unification Conference
(February 3, 1930) at which the three Communist organiz-
ations of Vietnam were amalgamated into a single Com-
munist party, called the Vietnam Communist Party, a name

I d later into Indochis C ist Party.

The Unification Conference discussed and passed the
Outline of the Party’s Platform, which served as a basis
on which the Central Committee later drafted the Polit-
ical Thesis. If we read the Outline of the Party’s Platform
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and the Recommendations of Comrade Nguyén - Ai- Quoc
on the occasion of the amalgamation of the Vietnamese
Co i izations and the founding of the Viet-
nam Communist Party, we will see that the Party’s pro-
gramme then included the following points: to carry out
a bourgeois democratic revolution (then called the bour-
geois revolution for democratic rights) which would include
a land revolution, and aim at :

1. Overthrowing the French imperialists and the feudal-
ists, making Vietnam wholly independent;

2. Setting up a worker-ps 1dier gov H

3. Organizing a worker-peasant army ;

4. Confiscating all big entreprises (industrial, transport,
banking, etc.) belonging to the French imperialists and
handing them over to the worker - peasant - soldier
government ;

5. Confiscating all lands belonging to the imperialists,
turning them into public property and distributing them
to poor pcasants;

6. Promulgating an eight-hour working day ;

7. Cancelling all public debts, poll taxes, and exempting
poor people from all taxes;

8. Developing industry and agriculture ;

9. Giving all democratic rights to the masses;

10. Establishing equality between men and women ;

11. Establishing ‘‘ worker-peasaat style "’ general educa-
tion.

The Vietnamese revolution had entered a new stage. It
now possessed a unified general staff, and relatively clearly-
set aims and orientation. After that, the Party developed
rapidly and its influence spread among the popular mas-
ses. That is why, in spite of the fact that it was but
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newly founded, it was able to lead the revolutionary
upsurge of 1930- 1931, whose climax was the setting up
of the Nghe-Tinh Soviets.

What should we gather from all the above developments ?
They confirm the great importance of the role played by
H6 - Chi- Minh in the unification of the Communist
forces in Vietnam and the founding of our Party.

In 1930 and early 1931, H6 - Chi- Minh carried out
revolutionary activities in China. Although be did not
give direct leadership to revolutionary work within Viet-
nam, he nevertheless followed events closely. In a letter
to the Central Committee dated April 20, 1931, he critic-
ized some shortcomings in Party work: formalist style
of work, lack of realism, insufficient attention paid to
concrete situation arising in each locality, sectarianism in
mass organizations (trade union, peasants, youth and wo-
men’s associations), not enough attention paid to the Anti-
imperialist League, etc. He also proposed the following
tasks:

1. To correct the above shortcomings ;

2. To draft a detailed programme of action for every

district, every province ;

3. To distribute the Party membership (the way the
army would its forces) ; those comrades given
assignments in particular region or special work, must
establish a programme of action...

4. Party committees closely follow and control the
execution of programmes of action;

5. Youth and Trade Union organizations should first
of all be unified and have their own independent lives.
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Hé-Chi-Mixh then pointed out :

“All Party members, all Party cells must discuss the
Central Committee’s directions and resolutions... This
aims at raising the level of the Party members, ensuring
that -1l directions and resolutions will be carried into
effect, and unifying the thoughts and actions of the Party
membership... ”’

Ia June 1931 H6 Chi-Minh was arrested by the British
imperialists in Hongkong, but the International Red
Relief Association asked a lawyer to defend him, and so
he regained his freedom and escaped from Hongkong,
then went to Shanghai where he resumed contact with
the Chinese Communist Party.

In 1933, he studied at the Lenin School, which trained
high-ranking cadres for the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union.

In 1935, the First Congress of the Indochinese Com-
munist Party was held in Macao (China). Hé-Chi-Minh
engaged in work in the U.S.S.R. could not attend the
Congress.

In 1936 he returned to China.

In May 1936, the French Front Populaire won victory
in the election to the French National Assembly. A
Popular Front government came to power in France.
Thanks to the efforts of both the Vietnamese and French
people, many political prisoners in Indochina were released.
The Indochi C ist Party 1 hed the Indochi-
nese Congress movement, bled the people’s gri
and demanded that the French government should carry
out democratic reforms and improve the people’s living
conditions. The movement was repressed by the reactionary
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colonialists, but it led immediately to an impetuous
upsurge in the workers’ movement in the big cities and
the coal districts of Hongai, Campha, Uongbi, Maokhe.
Tens of thousands of workers went on strike, demanding
wage increase, the abolition of corporal punishments, the
eight-hour day, freedom to organize trade unions, etc. In
a number of places, the peasants also opposed heavy
taxation, land robbery by mandarins, landowners and the
Catholic Church, etc. The movement of struggle waged by
the worker-peasant masses reached a new peak.

On May Day of 1938, in Hanoi, our Party and the
Indochina Democratic Front organized a mammoth meeting
attended by 50,000 pzople to commemorate International
Labour Day and voiced the claims of workers, peasants,
administrative employees, small traders, shop-owners,
intellectuals and students. The Party made the best use
possible of all legal and semi-legal means to conduct pro-
paganda and agitation among the masses, organize them
and lead them to struggle for their day-to-day interests.
Journals of the Party, the Democratic Youth League and
the Indochina Democratic Front were legally published.
Publishing houses were founded. While urging the masses
to buy newspapers and books, encouraging them to write
articles for the journals, and organizing collective readings,
the Party at the same time founded friendship and mutual
aid association, etc. and gave leadership to the workers in
their struggle for freedom to organize trade unions. The
bases of the Party and the Democratic Youth League
became much stronger.

Meanwhile, Comrade Le Hong Phong, alternate member
of the Executive Committee of the Communist Interna-
tional, was sent back to Vietnam to give together with the
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Party's Central Committee, direct leadership to the mo-
vement, Hé-Chi-Minh followed closely the democratic
movement within the country. From time to time, he
would send either to the Party Central Committee or to
the editorial boards of the Party’s legal journals, letters in
which he made enlightening suggestions or penetrating
observations and criticism. He also sent articles to some
of the journals of the Party and the Democratic Front.
It is regrettable that owing to the conditions in which
illegal work was conducted, we could not keep those
letters. But reading the report sent by Hé-Chi-Minh
(who then signed himself as Nguyén-Ai-Quoc) to the
Communist International in July 1939, we can see that
the directions he gave during the Democratic Front period
(1936-1939) were well-adapted to the situation then
prevailing and that they were faithfully carried out: e.g.

‘1, At this momem, the Party should not put forward
such d ds as d dence or the
ment of a Parliament, etc. For thls would mean falling into
the trap set by the Japanese facists.

It should confine itself to demanding democratic rights:
freedom of organization, association, opinion and the press,
a general amnesty for political prisoners, and to struggling
so that the Party could engage in legal activities.

2. To those ends, it should strive to organize a Demo-
cratic Front.

This Front will include not only Indochinese but also
progressive French people, not only the working people
but also the national bourgeoisie.

3. As regards the bourgoisie * the Party should adopt a
wise and flexible attitude, try to draw it into the Front,

* National bourgoisie — T.C.
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win over elements that could be won over, and neutralize
those that could be neutralized. It should not leave it out
of the Front fer this would mean pushing it into the hands
of the enemies of the Revolution, and strengthening the
reactionaries.

4. As regards the Trotskyites, no alliance, no concession
is possible. We must do our utmost to unmask them as
agents of the facists.

5. To develop and consolidate its force, widen the scope
of its influence and perform its work successfully, the
Democratic Front should get in close touch with the
French Front populaire, for the latter also struggles for
freedom and democracy and can be of much help to us.

6. The Party should not demand that the Front
recognize its leardership, but should prove itself to be the
most self-sacrificing, active and faithful component part
of the Front. Only through struggle and daily work will
the broad masses recognize those who should be their
leaders.

7. To fulfil the above tasks, the Party should struggle
uncompromisingly against sectarianism, and study
Marxism-Leninism. It should raise the level of its cadres
and establish close relations with the French Communist
Party.

8. The Central Committee should control the Party’s
publications so as to avoid mistakes in strategy and
tactics... "',

In September 1939, the Second World War broke out.
Soon France was occupied by the Hitlerite fascists. In
August 1940, Japanese troops attacked Langson. The
French co onialists shamefully surrendered and opened the
door of Indochina to wel in the J. But the
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Vietnamese people resolutely opposed both the Japanese
and French facists. Three successive insurrections broke
out at Bacson (September 1940), in South Vietnam (No-
vembzr 1940) and at Doluong (January 1941). The Bacson
insurrection gave birth to the first guerilla unit led by
our Party. At the beginning of 1941, this unit adopted
the name of Vietnam National Salvation Platoon.

In 1940, H6-Chi-Minh had come to Kwangsi and got
in touch with the Party. In February 1941, he arrived in
Caobang. Since he left the country, this was the first time
he returned to take in hand the direct leadership of the
movement.

In May 1941, the 8th Plenum of the Party Central
Committee met in Pacbo, a remote jungle village in Cao-
bang province close to the Chinese border. H5-Chi-Minh,
who then represented the Communist International, was
in the chair. We all know the great importance of that
meeting. It made a penetrating analysis of the situation
in Vietnam and the world, and came to the following
conclusions: France after surrendering to the German
fascists had now surrendered to the Japanese fascists, the
Japanese had invaded Indochina whose people now lived
under a double yoke ; however, in the international arena
the Soviet Union and the Allied countries would cer-
tainly defeat the fascist aggressors, contradictions would
grow ever more acute between the Japanese and French
in Indochina; a great opportunity would then arise, one
that would happen only once in a thousand years; living
under the double oppression of the Japanese and French
fascists, the Indochinese people would certainly grow
politically conscious within a short time ; the Party should
take advantage of the war situation to rally them into a
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broad union, set up the League for the Independence of
Vietnam, i.e. the Vietminh Front, organize guerilla units,
make careful preparations for an armed insurrection aimed
at overthrowing the Japanese and French fascists, winning
power and founding the Democratic Republic of Vietnam.

The correct resolution adopted at the 8th plenum and
the call addressed by Nguyén-Ai-Quoc to our compatriots
following that plenum were strong stimuli to all our Party
and people. The line and policy put forward by the Cen-
tral Committee at that historic meeting were strictly
implemented by the entire Party membership and led to
the victory of the August 1945 Revolution.

During the time he spent in Caobang, besides overall
leadership and cadre training work, H6-Chi-Minh did a
rough translation of the History of the C.P.S.U. (b),
translated Sun Tsu’s Military Art, wrote Guerilla Warfare,
Experiences of Chinese Guerillas, Experiences of French
Guerillas. and edited the journal Vietnam Doc Lap
(Independent Vietnam).

In August 1942, he went to China to try and win
support from the Chiang Kai-shek government but he
was arrested by Chiang’s troops and imprisoned for over
one year

Upon his release from prison, he got in touch with the
Vietnam Revolutionary League, an anti-Japanese, anti-
French ization of Vi id in Liuchow,
rz-established contact with the Party, then returned to
Caobang where he resumed his activites.

In 1944, he went to Yunnan. At the end of the same
year, he returned to Caobang. In December, he gave ins-
tructions for the founding of the Armed Propaganda Bri-
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gade for the Liberation of Vietnam in Caobang, Baccan and
Langson. *

As foreseen by the Central Committee and H6-Chi-
Minh, the Japanese clashed with the French in Indochina:
it was the coup de force of March 9, 1945. After a few
days’ fighting, the Japanese fascists ousted the French
colonialits from the ruling machinery of this peninsula.
From March g to 12, 1945, the C.C. Standing Committee
met in enlarged session at Dinhbang (Bacninh) for an
assessement of the situation and set forth new tasks. The
instructions entitled The Franco-Japanese clash and our
action issued by the Committee following that important
session marked a turning point of great consequence in
the Indochinese revolutionary movement and gave it a big
impulse. Armed and unarmed demonstrations broke out,
participated in by from a few thousand to ten thousand
people under the slogan: “Let’s break into the paddy
storehouses and do away with famine!"’ In the course of
this struggle, armed self-defence units were set up and
developed rapidly in the Midland and the delta. Guerilla
warfare expanded around the guerilla base areas. Many
war zones were organized. The Japanese troops were attack-
ed by both the Armed Propaganda Brigade for the Li-
beration of Vietnam and the Vietnam National Salvation
Brigade. These two groups of people’s armed forces were
unified into the Vietnam Liberation Army at the North Viet-
nam Revolutionary Military Conference in April 1945.

In the summer of 1945, the Liberated Zone came into
being comprising six provinces in Vietbac*. Our people now
had a vast anti-Japanesebase. Revolutionary people’s power

* Northernmost part of Vietnam.
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took over the administration. Revolutionary People’s Com~
mittees were founded in the liberated zone and Liberation
Committees in those regions where revolutionary bases were
being developed and the Vietminh had won political super-
iority among the people but where the puppet adminis-
tration still temporarily existed.

In May 1945, H6-Chi-Minh from Caobang went to Tan-
trao, a village in Sonduong district, Tuyenquang province.
At his suggestion, a National Conference of the Party and
a People’s Congress were successively convened to discuss
the expansion of the guerilla war, the preparations for a
nation-wide general insurrection and the founding of a
Provisional Government, etc. Both were held at Tantrao at
the time when the heroic Soviet Army had just annihilated
the main forces of the Japarese fascists in Manchuria and
the Japanese had surrendered unconditionally.

At the Tantrao Congress, the people’s delegates for the
first time met H8-Chi-Minh, their respected and beloved
leader. The Congress elected a National Committee for
the Liberation of the Whole Country, which was the Pro-
visional Government of new Vietnam, and appointed him
its president.

From August 11 to 23, 1945, the Vietnamese people
rose up and carried out a general insurrection to conquer
power throughout the country. On August 19, 1945, the
insurrectionaries took over Hanoi, the capital.

On September 2, 1945, the Provisional Government
presented itself before the people, and President H6-Chi-
Minh read the Prociamation of Independence at Badinh
Square in Hanoi.

On January 6, 1946, general elections were successfully
held all over the country from which the National Assem-
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