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HO CHI MINH—A PROFILE

Bernard B. Fall

Certain great political figures in history are remcmbered for
their talents both as writers and as leaders of men. The names
of Julius Caesar, Napoleon I, Winston Churchill, and Charles
de Gaulle come readily to mind. There are others whose impact
on history is likely to be no less great and, for ill or for good,
may be even longer lasting than that of the men in the first
category. These are men who have the ability to organize, to
work with a wide variety of people, and to achieve results
through personal contact rather than through the persuasive-
ness of their writings or their thinking. Louis X1V, Marshal
Tito, and, of course, Lyndon B. Johnson fall into this category
of men whose deeds will endure but whose writings are unlikely
material for literary anthologies.

Ho Chi Minh, as the following pages will amply show, also
falls into the latter group. He has been too much the doer, the
organizer, the conspirator, and, finally, the father of his own
country to engage in the contemplation that serious writing
generally requires. Hitler used the enforced leisure of his stay
at Landsberg prison to write his Mein Kampf. Lenin had years
of comfortable and safe exile in Switzerland to do his writing.
Even Mao Tse-tung, though a guerrilla leader, had long periods
of time in his Yenan redoubt, and, in later years, the protection
offered by his enormous country, to produce his philosophy
of revolution.

Ho Chi Minh seldom had any such leisure.* Born on May
19, 1890, in the village of Kim-Lien in Nghé-An province of

* For a more extensive biography of Ho, see Fall, The Two Viet-Nams
(2d rev. ed.; New York: Frederick A. Praeger, 1967).
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Central Viet-Nam, he has been on the run since the age of
thirteen, when he was expelled from the French lycée at Vinh
for anti-French nationalist activities (the French side of the
story says, for failing grades), and he has never stopped since.
Lenin and Marx were revolutionaries, but they lived the life
of the middle class of their times. Mao Tse-tung was a peasant
guerrilla for two decades, but he at least benefited from the
fact that he operated within a large organization; he went
hungry only when everyone else went hungry and he certainly
never had to worry about paying his rent. Ho Chi Minh, on
the other hand, had to eke out a meager living in a completely
hostile as well as alien environment. In the early days of the
colonial regime, a young Vietnamese could better his status
only by going abroad and either furthering his education or
making money. But to go abroad in itself required funds which
a poor Vietnamese could not dream of acquiring. So, in 1911,
Ho Chi Minh went to sea as a mcss boy on a French liner. His
association with equally destitute French sailors must have been
an eye-opencr to him, as were his travels throughout the world
—he navigated mostly on the Africa runs, but eventually
landed in the major ports on the American East Coast (and
perhaps also in San Francisco). The life of a mess boy aboard
a ship is not one that permits much time for philosophizing,
but it left some indelible impressions on Ho Chi Minh, which
are clearly reflected in his early writings.

More than most other colonial revolutionaries, Ho Chi Minh
understood that Viet-Nam’s case as a colonial country was not
exceptional but rather was typical of the whole colonial system,
In his writings, Ho was to show a constant concern for other
colonial struggles in Africa, the Middle East, and Latin Amer-
ica. His early writings also clearly reflect the personal humili-
ations he must have suffered at the hands of the colonial
masters—not because they hated him as a person, but simply
because, as a “colored” colonial, he did not count as a human
being. This intense personalization of the whole anticolonial
struggle shines clearly throughout Ho’s writings. He was not
interested in debating general political theories. He was far
more interested in demonstrating that such-and-such French
colonial official, fully named, was a sadist who enjoyed harass-
ing his colonial charges than in patiently whittling away at
the colonial structure in the hope that it would, in its own time
and on its own conditions, yield a small measure of self-
government to the subject nation. In fact, Ho’s most important
work, French Colonization On Trial, originally written in
French, is in reality a series of highly emotional pamphlets
denouncing the various abuses of the French colonial system.

Before Ho reached that stage, however, much else was to
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en to him that would explain his sense of disillusionment
Egpbitterness toward the West. At the outset of World Wa}r I
after years at sea, Ho took a job in London. It was again a
menial job, as a kitchen helper, and he §upplemented his
meager earnings by shoveling snow in the winter for thfa .Lon-
don school system. In England, Ho made his first pol,ltlcally
significant contact, with the Chinese Overseas Workers As§o-
ciation. Yet at age twenty-four he was httlfa more than a naive
young Asian desperately trying to make a living, like thousands
of West Indians and Pakistanis in London today. At some
point, the maturation process must have suddenly .accelerate.d,
but the available evidence does not throw much light on this.
Toward the end of 1917, Ho moved to war-torn France, w}:ere
80,000 Vietnamese (they were still known as Ar_mamxtes)
were either fighting for the French Army or working in French
war factories side by side with French women. Vietnamese
military police units had fired into mutineering French troops
in 1917, and tens of thousands of Vietnamese workers could
see for themselves that the myth of the all-powerful and all-
knowing white master, so assiduously fostered overseas by the
colonial administration, was exactly that: a myth.

In the Europe of the last days of World War 1, politics were
in ferment. In Russia, Communism was moving from theory
to practice—from an abstract philosophy to a system pf gov-
ernment; Imperial Germany was cracking behind its t.hm layer
of front-line troops, and Red banners had been flying from
German warships at their base in Kiel. There was a _go_od
chance that the next German government would be Socialist,
and the same was true in many areas of the collapsing Austro-
Hungarian state. The latter, in fact, must have provided -to
a man like Ho Chi Minh an interesting case of a}.colomal
empire losing its grip on its subjects. In French politics there
was also a move to the left. The French Socialist Party had
been anxiously watching events in Russia. As early as 1917,
a split had occurred within its ranks between those vs{ho still
believed in a slow evolutionary process and the minority who
believed that the time for a Marxist revolution pad come.

In all Western Socialist parties, with their equalitarian
theories, the “colonials” (in the sense that the word is under-
stood in Britain and France—i.e., the indigenous nationals of
the colonies) had always loomed as politically important. This
was truer in France than in Britain, since the French were
propagating an assimilation theory whose goal was the eventual
complete merger of all French colonies into a permanent unit,
The term “Overseas France,” which the Frgnch used in re-
ferring to their empire until the late 1940’s, is an example of
that particular delusion. All French political parties supported
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this policy, although only the Socialists were willing to rec- . 4
ognize its logical implication—i.e., in effect, to give full political §
rights to the natives. The best way for French political parties
to show their commitment to the ideal of assimilation (while 3
at the same time acquiring a useful following in the colonies) ¥
was to grant a great deal of importance to those colonials K

residing in metropolitan France—as long as they were willing

to play the game. (That was also the case, of course, in Britain, '}
where such Indian nationalists as Nehru and Krishna Menon 4

were not only the darlings of the Labour Party but, in the

case of Menon, actually ran for office.) Thus a young and '}
enthusiastic man like Ho Chi Minh was given an opportunity |
out of all proportion to his educational background or following i
at home to influence politics in the colonial mainland. By the ..
end of World War I, he was a fully accepted member of the '}
French Socialist hierarchy and met on a basis of equality some
of the men who would hold office in France almost until .

Charles de Gaulle’s return to power in 1958.

Yet there was one important difference between Ho Chi L

Minh and the many other Westernized colonials who were
active in European politics, and particularly between Ho and
those who eventually turned toward Communism: Ho con-
stantly kept alive his own identification with Vietnamese
national objectives. This was true even at a time when “inter-
nationalism” was the order of the day among both the Socialists
and those who were eventually to become the Communists.
This can be seen particularly clearly in the aliases used by
Ho Chi Minh in the 1920’s. The name he used the most was

Nguyen Ai Quoc. “Nguyen” is the most common Vietnamese

family name, like “Smith” in English, and was designed to
emphasize Ho’s association with the common man. It also
happens to have been his real family name, since his name
at birth was Nguyen That Thanh (Ho Chi Minh being merely
another alias). But “Ai Quoc” reveals his clear feelings, for
it means “Loves His Country,” or “the Patriot.” Another name
Ho used in France in the 1920’s, and which finally earned him
a rebuke by the French Communist Party specialist on colonial

affairs, Jacques Doriot,* was Nguyen O Phap (“Nguyen Who
Hates the French”).

* Jacques Doriot will eventually receive the full biographic treatment
he deserves. A very able and highly regarded senior member of the
Communist Party hierarchy, and its leading expert on colonial questions,
Doriot broke with the party in the 1930’s and formed a French fascist
party, known as the Parti Populaire Frangais, whose admiration for the
German Nazis was a matter of record even in pre-war days. After
France was occupied by the Germans, the PPF built up an unsavory
Teputation as a military strong-arm squad for the Vichy Government,
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an who was to spend twenty full years in the service
othgre aCn(:mmunist Interngtional, this e_thnopgntnsm washre;
markable. It clearly shines through all his writings, even W' 9t
they deal with the creation of the Indochinese Cornmuu‘ltse
Party (ICP). Throughout his whole life, Ho has never gsmof
reconciled within himself the at times conflicting deman
over-all Communist strategy and bis own love for his %(&)'untt?n
1t would be quite inaccurate to say, as have s'ome11 es ?:e !
scholars recently, that Ho has l_et his Communist a e%m: s
override his Vietnamese patriotism. The contrary, Ln a_cE i
true. Thus, recently published sources show that w! en lm ?al
national Communist tactics demanded that ths a'ntlgc} omt”
struggle in overseas areas be s'ubordmaged to a umtIe . TOoN 1
struggle against the rising fascist threat in Germany, tfk A ant
Japan (as at the Seventh Comintern Congress of !uly- ugl:sci
1935), Ho had a great deal of trouble getting tlils line .accitp e1
in the ICP; obviously, his heart was not in it. This is c earhy
reflected in the truncated version of his 1939 report to :h e
Comuintern printed in this volume..wL In _fapt, throughout 5
1920’s and 1930’s, Ho makes anticolonialism s_uch a centr
issue of all his public statements at Communist Party con-
gresses, to the almost total exclusion of any other consideration
(particularly those of Soviet diplomatic requirements), that
one can well wonder where he would have stood pqhtlca}lly
had any strong nationalist Vietnamese party existed in Viet-
Nam, or had any French political party.other than the (_)om-
munist Party espoused a deliberate policy of eventual inde-

dence for the colonies. .

per”}’his writer has unfortunately been unable to obtain a copy
of what was probably Ho Chi Minh’s earliest signed publu;
document, his appeal on behalf of Viet-Nam to the heads o
state of the victorious Allied powers assemblgd at Versailles
in 1919. An original of this one-page flyer (with the touching
misspelling of the signature as Nguyen Ai Quac) can be seenthm
the Revolutjonary Museum in Hanoi.f Yet, surprisingly, ke
document does not appear in the four-volume Selected Works
of Ho Chi Minh, published in Hanoi between 1960 and 1962,

jot himself eventually joined the infamous Waffen-SS as a lieutenant,
En%n?ct)r a~w?11ifle fought zvilth the Germans on the Eastern Front agau:lst
the Russians. Having fled France in August, 1944, he was subsequently
killed by an American fighter-bomber on a road in Italy. Asiar An
* See Charles B. McLane, Soviet Strategies in Southeast sza.NJ t
Exploration of Eastern Policy Under Lenin and Stalin (Princeton, N.J.:
Princeton University Press, 1966), pp. 214-20.
;%”gfgx?t'mllg?e_li'{' a photograph of the text taken by the editor in
1962 failed to be completely legible.
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on which this present volume is in part based.* Perhaps it

was omitted because Ho’s demands in 1919 were so very |
modest in relation to what he eventually obtained. His eight- |
point program did not even include full independence, but §
sought equality between rulers and ruled, basic civic rights,
more schools, abolishment of administrative arbitrariness and #
its replacement by duly enacted laws, and appointment of a
Vietnamese delegation to advise the French Government on
Vietnamese affairs. This hardheaded practicality—the ability to
perceive what is feasible at one particular point in history
and what is not—is what sets off Ho Chi Mink not only "
from some of his more ebullient associates in North Viet-Nam k.

but also from most of the hopelessly unrealistic non-Com-

munist Vietnamese politicians. Many of them, particularly

former North Vietnamese nationalists who are refugees in

Saigon, have reproached Ho for having accepted the division 4
of the country at the 17th parallel in 1954, apparently for- §
getting that the alternative might well have been an American
entry into the Indochina War right there and then in support 9
of the French, and at the same time the commitment of a }
united Sino-Soviet bloc on the side of Ho Chi Minh. Whatever

has happened in Viet-Nam between 1954 and the time of this
writing, it would seem preferable to this alternative, which
might have led to another world war in 1954,

One of North Viet-Nam’s severest scholarly critics, Pro-
fessor P. J. Honey, a lecturer at the University of London,
made the point in a television interview early in 1966 that “one
of the things which has impressed [him] enormously about
Ho Chi Minh is how much he learned from Gandhi.” There
are very few Communist leaders in the world who can evoke

such a comparison and even fewer to whom it would actually §
be applicable. Here also, it could be argued that this Gandhi-

like deportment is nothing but an “act.” But if so, Ho has
Played one and the same act successfully for audiences rang-
ing from Western Communists to Vietnamese peasants to
American OSS officers for over forty years—and without ever
making a slip. In fact, Ho Chi Minh, like everyone else, no
doubt play-acts part of the time, and as chief executive of his
part of the country he is a captive of his mythology. But it is
also true that he means to be exactly what he is.

. * With the exception of the poetry and the last nine articles included
in Part Five, all the selections in this volume are from the four-volume
%dltl()n _T he Selected Works of Ho Chi Minh (Hanoi: Foreign Languages

ublishing House, 1960, 1961, 1962) and are reprinted here with only
minor stylistic changes. Some footnotes giving factual information have
been reprinted from the Hanoi edition; jtalicized notes have been added
by the editor.
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There are, after all, enough writers of ability (or, for that
matter, Party hacks) in North Viet-Nam who could have
concocted a whole synthetic body of “collected works” of far
greater importance—or at least greater volume—than those
which are officially attributed to him. Yet Ho’s writings, which
now cover almost five decades, show little change in style,
making allowance for the fact that his early writings were
almost all in French (the English versions published in Hanoi
represent a double translation: from original Vietnamese
thoughts into French, and then into English) while his most
recent ones are almost exclusively in Vietnamese. The inter-
views are generally conducted in French, although Ho does
not object to using some English at times. His style has perhaps
lost some of its erstwhile ad hominem virulence; for example,
President Johnson is not the object of the personal invective
with which French colonial governors were treated in the
1920’s.

There is a quality of candor in Ho, which again is Gandhi-
like—a certain deceptive simplicity not often found in Com-
munist leaders, which has permitted him time and again to
avoid paying the price in decreasing popularity for mistakes
made by the regime he heads. Most bureaucracies are un-
willing to admit mistakes, as becomes amply clear to anyone
who looks at the Western record in Viet-Nam over the past
twenty years. Yet, on August 18, 1956, three months before the
farmers of his own native province rose in rebellion over the
botched land reform which Hanoi had thoughtlessly rammed
through, Ho Chi Minh went on the radio to admit that “the
leadership of the Party Central Committee and of the Govern-
ment is sometimes lacking in concreteness, and control and
encouragement is disregarded. All this has caused us to com-
mit errors and meet with shortcomings in carrying out land
reform.”

The same candor made him state ten years later, on July
17, 1966, that the United States would eventually destroy most
of North Viet-Nam’s major cities—a prospect which could
hardly have heartened his fellow citizens but which, under
the circumstances, he felt they must face up to. In the same
speech, he also promised his people the possibility of war for
perhaps another five, ten, or twenty years.

In compiling any selection of a writer’s works, the editor
must make the difficult choice between pieces that are most
representative of the author’s style and those that best reflect
the times in which he lived. The process was complicated in
this case by the fact that even the edition of Ho’s works
published in Hanoi represents a selection from a larger body
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of writings that has never been assembled in its entirety— |J
including pieces that have appeared under pseudonyms toj
which Ho Chi Minh has thus far not admitted.* We do not?
know why certain pieces were omitted from the edition. In
addition to thc 1919 appcal to the Great Powers, already{
mentioned, this writer recalls a brochure on the plight of the
American Negro, published by Ho Chi Minh in Moscow in§
the 1920’s, which did not find its way into the Hanoi edition;]
nor did his haunting poems, written while he was imprisoned
by Nationalist Chinese authorities from August 28, 1942, until}
September 16, 1943.1 Perhaps his editors did not feel that
the at times sentimental poetry fitted in too well with the 4
image of a strong father-like leader. I have included a few of
these poems because they show us another aspect of the man §
and another step in his historical development. Following the '
practice of the Hanoi editors, I have also included personal
interviews granted by Ho Chi Minh in the materials I have:§

added covering the 1960-66 period.

At the time of this writing, it was impossible to predict how
long the Second Indochina War would continue and for how §
long Ho Chi Minh would be the leader of those Vietnamese %
forces which oppose the United States in Viet-Nam. Perhaps.
the logical ending to such a book, and perhaps the crowning §
achievement of two such doers as Lyndon B. Johnson and Ho §
Chi Minh, would be their signatures, along with those of other %
interested parties, on a treaty ensuring a lasting and just |
peace for the Vietnamese people, both North and South. The §
chances are, unfortunately, that Ho’s grim appeal to his people |
to fight on in the ruins of their country for twenty years, and |
President Johnson’s admonition of October, 1966, to the 4
American troops in Viet-Nam “to bring back that coon skin
on the wall,” are a more accurate reflection of the prevailing '

moods.

Saigon, South Viet-Nam
Christmas Day, 1966

* According to McLane, op. cit., some of the most incisive reports on
Indochinese Communism, written in the 1930’s were signed with the 3
name “Orgwald”; in the view of the knowledgeable McLane, “Orgwald”

may well have been still another alias for Ho Chi Minh.

T Prison Diary (Hanoi: Foreign Languages Publishing House, 1959).
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Part One

IN SEARCH OF A MISSION
(1920-24)




SPEECH AT THE TOURS CONGRESS*

Chairman: Comrade Indochinese Delegate, you have the
floor.

Indochinese Delegate [Nguyen Ai Quoc]: Today, instead of
contributing, together with you, to world revolution, I come
here with deep sadness to speak as a member of the Socialist
Party, against the imperialists who have committed abhorrent
crimes on my native land. You all have known that French
imperialism entered Indochina half a century ago. In its self-
ish interests, it conquered our country with bayonets. Since
then we have not only been oppressed and exploited shame-
lessly, but also tortured and poisoned pitilessly. Plainly speak-
ing, we have been poisoned with opium, alcohol, etc. I can-
not, in some minutes, reveal all the atrocities that the predato-
ry capitalists have inflicted on Indochina. Prisons outnumber
schools and are always overcrowded with detainees. Any na-
tives having socialist ideas are arrested and sometimes mur-
dered without trial. Such is the so-called justice in Indochina.
In that country, the Vietnamese arc discriminated against,
they do not enjoy safety like Europeans or those having Eu-
ropean citizenship. We have neither freedom of press nor
freedom of speech. Even freedom of assembly and freedom
of association do not exist. We have no right to live in other
countries or (o go abroad as tourists. We are forced to live in
utter ignorance and obscurity because we have no right to
study. In Indochina the colonialists find all ways and means
to force us to smoke opium and drink alcohol to poison and
beset us. Thousands of Vietnamese have been led to a slow
death or massacred to protect other people’s interests.

* The Tours Congress was the Eighteenth National Congress of the
French Socialist Party held from December 25 to 30, 1920. In this
Congress, Nguyen Ai Quoc sided with the left wing and, together with
other comrades, approved the resolution to found the French Commu-
nist Party and join the Third International.
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Comrades, such is the treatment inflicted upon more than
20 million Vietnamese, that & more than half the population
of France. And they are said to be under French protection!
The Socialist Party must act practically to support the op-
pressed natives,

Jean Longuer: * 1 have spoken in favor of the natives.

Indochinese Delegate: Right from the beginning of my
speech I have already asked everyone to keep absolute si-
lence. The Party must make propaganda for socialism in all
colonial countries. We have realized that the Socialist Party’s
joining the Third International means that it has practically
promised that from now on it will correctly assess the impor-
tance of the colonial question. We are very glad to learn that
a Standing Delegation has been appointed to study the North

Africa question, and, in the near future, we will be very glad
if the Party sends one of its members to Indochina to study |

on-the-spot the questions relating to this country, and the ac-
tivities which should be carried out there.

(A right-wing delegate had a contradictory opinion.)

Indochinese Delegate: Silence! You for the Parliament!

Chairman: Now all delegates must keep silence! Including
those not standing for the Parliament!

Indochinese Delegate: On behalf of the whole of mankind,
on behalf of all the Socialist Party’s members, both left and
right wings, we call upon you! Comrades, save us!

Chairman: Through the applause of approval, the Indo-
chinese Delegate can realize that the whole of the Socialist
Party sides with you to oppose the crimes committed by the
bourgeois class.

* A leader of the orthodox Socialist wing of the party, and a nephew
of Karl Marx.—EDb.
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THE PATH WHICH
LED ME TO LENINISM*

After World War I, I made my living in Paris, now as a re-
toucher at a photographer’s, now as pain.ter.of “Chinese an-
tiquities” (made in France!). I would distribute leaflets d_e—
nouncing the crimes committed by the French colonialists in
Viet-Nam. . .

At that time, I supported the October Revolution only in-
stinctively, not yet grasping all its historic importance. I
loved and admired Lenin because he was a great patriot wh'o
liberated his compatriots; until then, I had read none of his
books.

The reason for my joining the French Socialist Party was
that these “ladies and gentlemen”—as I called my comrades
at that moment—had shown their sympathy toward me, to-
ward the struggle of the oppressed peoples. But I understqod
neither what was a party, a trade-union, nor what was Social-
ism or Communism,

Heated discussions were then taking place in the branches
of the Socialist Party, about the question of whether the So-
cialist Party should remain in the Second International,
should a Second-and-a-half International be founded, or
should the Socialist Party join Lenin’s Third International? I
attended the meetings regularly, twice or thrice a week, and
attentively listened to the discussions. First, I could not un-
derstand thoroughly. Why were the discussions so heated?'El-
ther with the Second, Second-and-a-half, or Third Internation-
al, the revolution could be waged. What was the use of ar-
guing then? As for the First International, what had become
of it?

What I wanted most to know—and this precisely was not

* Article written in April, 1960, for the Soviet review Problems of the
East, for the ninetieth anniversary of Lenin’s birth. (This is by far the
Most candid statement made by Ho about his reasons [or joining the
Communist Party, and amply demonstrates his pragmatic approach to
ideological commitments.—ED.)
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debated in the meetings—was: Which International sides
with the people of colonial countries? A
I raised this question—the most important in my opinion
~—in a meeting. Some comrades answered: It is the Third, §
not the Second, International. And a comrade gave me Len- 4
in's “Thesis on the National and Colonial Questions,”
published by I'Humanité, to read. ]
There were political terms difficult to understand in this §
thesis. But by dint of reading it again and again, finally I
could grasp the main part of it. What emotion, enthusiasm, |
clear-sightedness, and confidence it instilled into me! I was
overjoyed to tears. Though sitting alone in my room, I shout- 4
ed aloud as if addressing large crowds: “Dead martyrs, com- |
patriots! This is what we need, this is the path to our libera-
tion!” i
After then, I had entire confidence in Lenin, in the Third
International. :
Formerly, during the meetings of the Party branch, I only
listened to the discussion; I had a vague belief that all were |
logical, and could not differentiate as to who were right and j
who were wrong. But from then on, I also plunged into the
debates and discussed with fervor. Though I was still lacking
French words to express all my thoughts, I smashed the alle- i§
gations attacking Lenin and the Third International with no %
less vigor. My only argument was: “If you do not condemn {
colonialism, if you do not side with the colonial people, what ]
kind of revolution are you waging?”’ 4
Not only did I take part in the meetings of my own Party 4§
branch, but I also went to other Party branches to lay down 2
“my position.” Now I must tell again that Comrades Marcel §
Cachin, Vaillant Couturier, Monmousseau, and many others 1
helped me to broaden my knowledge. Finally, at the Tours
Congress, I voted with them for our joining the Third Inter- §
national.,
At first, patriotism, not yet Communism, led me to have §
confidence in Lenin, in the Third International. Step by step,
along the struggle, by studying Marxism-Leninism parallel
with participation in practical activities, I gradually came i
upon the fact that only Socialism and Communism can liber- 4
ate the oppressed nations and the working people throughout §
the world from slavery. 3
There is a legend, in our country as well as in China, on
the miraculous “Book of the Wise.” When facing great diffi- §
culties, one opens it and finds a way out. Leninism is not only
a miraculous “book of the wise,” a compass for us Viet- 3
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pamese revolutionaries and people: it is also the radiant sun
illuminating our path to final victory, to Socialism and Com-
muaism,

SOME CONSIDERATIONS
ON THE COLONIAL QUESTION*

Since the French Party has accepted Moscow’s “twenty-one
conditions” and joined the Third International, among the
problems which it has set itself is a particularly ticklish one
—colonial policy. Unlike the First and Second Internationals,
it cannot be satisfied with purely sentimental expressions of
position leading to nothing at all, but must have a well-de-
fined working program, an effective and practical policy.

On this point, more than in others, the Party faces many
difficulties, the greatest of which are the following:

The Great Size of the Colonies

Not counting the new “trusteeships” acquired after the
war, France possesses:

In Asia, 450,000 square kilometers; in Africa, 3,541,000
square kilometers; in America, 108,000 square kilometers;
and in Oceania 21,600 square kilometers—a total area of
4,120,000 square kilometers (eight times its own territory),
with a population of 48,000,000 souls. These people speak
over twenty different languages. This diversity of tongues
does not make propaganda easy, for, except in a few old col-
onies, a French propagandist can make himself understood
only through an interpreter. However, translations are of lim-
ited value, and in these countries of administrative despotism,
1t is rather difficult to find an interpreter to translate revolu-
tionary speeches.

There are other drawbacks: Though the natives of all the
colonies are equally oppressed and exploited, their intellec-
tual, economic, and political development differs greatly from
©ne region to another. Between Annam and the Congo, Mar-

* Printed in I Humanité, May 25, 1922,
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tinique and New Caledonia, there is absolutely nothing in
common, except poverty.

The Indifference of the Proletariat of the Mother
Country Toward the Colonies

In his theses on the colonial question, Lenin clearly stated |

that “the workers of colonizing countries are bound to give

the most active assistance to the liberation movements in sub-
ject countries.” To this end, the workers of the mother coun-§
try must know what a colony really is, they must be acquaint-
ed with what is going on there, and with the suffering—a
thousand times more acute than theirs—endured by their
brothers, the proletarians in the colonies. In a word, they
must take an interest in this question.

Unfortunately, there are many militants who still think }

that a colony is nothing but a country with plenty of sand
underfoot and of sun overhead, a few green coconut palms
and colored folk, that is all. And they take not the slightest
interest in the matter.

The Ignorance of the Natives

In colonized countries—in old Indochina as well as in new |

Dahomey—the class struggle and proletarian strength are un-

known factors for the simple reason that there are neither big 1
commercial and industrial enterprises nor workers’ organiza-
tions. In the eyes of the natives, Bolshevism—a word which is
the more vivid and expressive because frequently used by the 4

bourgeoisie—means either the destruction of everything or

emancipation from the foreign yoke. The first sense given to

the word drives the ignorant and timorous masses away from }
us; the second leads them to nationalism. Both senses are §
equally dangerous. Only a tiny section of the intelligentsia §
knows what is meant by Communism. But these gentry, be-

longing to the native bourgeoisie and supporting the bour-

geois colonialists, have no interest in the Communist doc- §
trine being understood and propagated. On the contrary, like
the dog in the fable, they prefer to bear the mark of the col-
lar and to have their piece of bone. Generally speaking, the |
masses are thoroughly rebellious, but completely ignorant. %

Théy want to free themselves, but do not know how to go
about doing so.

Prejudices

The mutual ignorance of the two proletariats gives rise to

P
inferior and negligible human being, incapable of understand-

ing and still less of taking action. The natives regard all the
french as wicked exploiters. Imperialism and capitalism do
aot fail to take advantage of this mutual suspicion and this
artificial racial hierarchy to frustrate propaganda and divide
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rejudices. The French workers look upon the native as an

forces which ought to unite.
Fierceness of Repression

If the French colonialists are unskillful in developing colo-
nial resources, they are masters in the art of savage repres-
sion and the manufacture of loyalty made to measure. The
Gandhis and the De Valeras would have long since entered
heaven had they been born in one of the French colonies.
Surrounded by all the refinements of courts martial and spe-
cial courts, a native militant cannot educate his oppressed
and ignorant brothers without the risk of falling into the
clutches of his civilizers.

Faced with these difficulties, what must the Party do?
Intensify propaganda to overcome them.

RACIAL HATRED*

For having spoken of the class struggle and of equality
among men, and on the charge of having preached racial
hatred, our comrade Louzont has been sentenced.

Let us see how the love between peoples has been under-
stood and applied in Indochina of late. We will not speak for
the time being of the poisoning and degradation of the mass-
es by alcohol and opium of which the colonial government is
guilty; our comrades in the parliamentary group will have to
deal with this matter one day.

Everybody knows the deeds of derring-do of the assassin-

* Printed in Le Paria, July 1, 1922.
T A native of a French colony; a French Communist persecuted by
the colonialists.
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administrator Darles. However, he is far from having the mo-
nopoly of savagery against the natives.

A certain Pourcignon furiously rushed upon an Annamese;
who was so curious and bold as to look at this European’s
house for a few seconds. He beat him and finally shot him
down with a bullet in the head.

A railway official beat a Tonkinese village mayor with a;
cane. M. Beck broke his car driver’s skull with a blow from:
his fist. M. Brés, building contractor, kicked an Annamese to.
death after binding his arms and letting him be bitten by his;
dog. M. Deflis, receiver, killed his Annamese servant with a
powerful kick in the kidneys.

M. Henry, a mechanic at Haiphong, heard a noise in the
street; the door of his house opened, an Annamese woman;
came in, pursued by a man. Henry, thinking that it was a na-
tive chasing after a con-gai,* snatched up his hunting rifle
and shot him. The man fell, stone dead: It was a European.
Questioned, Henry replied, “I thought it was a native.”

A Frenchman lodged his horse in a stable in which there:
was a mare belonging to a native. The horse pranced, throw-
ing the Frenchman into a furious rage. He beat the native,
who began to bleed from the mouth and ears, after which he
bound his hands and hung him from them under his stair-
case. P
A missionary (oh yes, a gentle apostle!), suspecting a ma-
tive seminarist of having stolen 1,000 piasters from him, sus-
pended him from a beam and beat him. The poor fellow lost’
consciousness. He was taken down. When he came to, it
began again. He was dying, and is perhaps dead al-
ready. . . .

Has justice punished these individuals, these civilizers?
Some have been acquitted and others were not troubled by
the law at all. That’s that.

And now, accused Louzon, it’s your turn to speak!

* Vietnamese for “young girl”; used by the French colonialists to
mean a native mistress of a Frenchman.—ED.
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ANNAMESE WOMEN
AND FRENCH DOMINATION*

{Colonization is in itself an act of violence of the stronger
sgainst the weaker. This violence becomes still more odious
when it is exercised upon women and children.

It is bitterly ironic to find that civilization—symbolized in
its various forms, viz., liberty, justice, etc., by the gentle
image of woman, and run by a category of men well known
t0 be champions of gallantry—inflicts on its living emblem
the most ignoble treatment and afflicts her shamefully in her
manners, her modesty, and even her life.

Colonial sadism is unbelievably widespread and cruel, but
we shall confine ourselves here to recalling a few instances
seen and described by witnesses unsuspected of partiality.
These facts will allow our Western sisters to realize both the
nature of the “civilizing mission” of capitalism, and the
sufferings of their sisters in the colonies.

“On the arrival of the soldiers,” relates a colonial, “the
population fled; there only remained two old men and two
women: one maiden, and a mother suckling her baby and
holding an eight-year-old girl by the hand. The soldiers asked
for money, spirits and opiumn.

“As they could not make themselves understood, they be-
tame furious and knocked down one of the old men with
their rifle butts. Later, two of them, already drunk when they
arrived, amused themselves for many hours by roasting the
other old man at a wood fire. Meanwhile, the others raped
the two women and the eight-year-old girl. Then, weary, they
Murdered the girl. The mother was then able to escape with
fier infant and, from a hundred yards off, hidden in a bush,
she saw her companion tortured. She did not know why the
Turder was perpetrated, but she saw the young girl lying on
her back, bound and gagged, and one of the men, many
imes, slowly thrust his bayonet into her stomach and, very
slowly, draw it out again. Then he cut off the dead girl’s
finger to take a ring, and her head to steal a necklace.

* Printed in Le Paria, August 1, 1922.
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“The three corpses lay flat on the ground of a former salt
marsh: the eight-year-old girl naked, the young woman dis4
emboweled, her stiffened left forearm raising a clenched fist
to the indifferent sky, and the old man, horrible, naked like
the others, disfigured by the roasting with his fat which had
run, melted, and congealed with the skin of his belly, which
was bloated, grilled, and golden, like the skin of a roast pig.”§

AN OPEN LETTER TO
M. ALBERT SARRAUT,
MINISTER OF COLONIES*

Your Excellency,

We know very well that your affection for the natives of
the colonies in general, and the Annamese in particular, i4
great. {
Under your proconsulate the Annamese people havey
known true prosperity and real happiness, the happiness off
seeing their country dotted all over with an increasing num-{
ber of spirit and opium shops which, together with firing§
squads, prisons, “democracy,” and all the improved apparatug
of modern civilization, are combining to make the Annamese
the most advanced of the Asians and the happiest of mortals

These acts of benevolence save us the trouble of recalli
all the others, such as enforced recruitment and loans, blood
repressions, the dethronement and exile of kings, profanation
of sacred places, etc. ]

As a Chinese poem says, “The wind of kindness follows
the movement of your fan, and the rain of virtuc precedes]
the tracks of your carriage.” As you are now the supremey
head of all the colonies, your special care for the Indochinese)

* Printed in Le Paria, August 1, 1922. (Ho apparently met Sarraut}
at a somewhat later date, in Paris; the two men were introduced by the
head of the Annam Sectzon of the French Sireté. It seems likely thaf
Ho made a favorable impression on the French Minister, and vi
versa. The Lycée Albert Sarraut, the last French-financed high scho
in North Viet-Nam, kept its name without objection by the Hanoi a
thorities until the threat from American air raids forced it to close i
June, 1966.—ED.
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has but increased with your elevation. You have created in
Paris itself a service having the special task—with special re-

gard to Indochina, according to a colonial publication—of
K‘_epmg watch on the natives, especially the Annamese, living
in France.’

But “keeping watch” alone seemed to Your Excellency’s
fatherly solicitude insufficient, and you wanted to do better.
That is why for some time now, you have granted each An-
namese—dear Annamese, as Your Excellency says—private
aides-de-camp. Though still novices in the art of Sherlock
Holmes, these good people are very devoted and particularly
sympathetic. We have only praise to bestow on them and
compliments to pay to their boss, Your Excellency.

We are sincerely moved by the honor that Your Excellency
has the extreme kindness to grant us and we would have ac-
cepted it with all gratitude if it did not seem a little super-
fluous and if it did not excite envy and jealousy.

At a time when Parliament is trying to save money and cut
down administrative personnel, when there is a large budget
deficit, when agriculture and industry lack labor, when at-
tempts are being made to levy taxes on workers’ wages, and
at a time when repopulation demands the use of all produc-
tive energies, it would seem to us antipatriotic at such a time
to accept personal favors which necessarily cause loss of the
powers of the citizens condemned—as aides-de-camp—to
idleness and the spending of money that the proletariat has
sweated hard for.

In consequence, while remaining obliged to you, we re-
spectfully decline this distinction flattering to us but too ex-
pensive to the country.

If Your Excellency insists on knowing what we do every
day, nothing is easier: We shall publish every morning a
bulletin of our movements, and Your Excellency will have
but the trouble of reading.

_ Besides, our timetable is quite simple and almost unchang-
ing.

Morning: from 8 to 12 at the workshop.

Afternoon: in newspaper offices (leftist, of course) or at
the library,

Evening: at home or attending educational talks.

. Sundays and holidays: visiting museums or other places of
interest.

There you are!

Hopmg that this convenient and rational method will give

Satisfaction to Your Excellency, we beg to remain.
NGUYEN Al QUOC
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AN OPEN LETTER TO
/
M. LEON ARCHIMBAUD*

Deputy for Drome
Reporter on the Budget for the Colonies
Member of the Colonial High Council

Sir,

In your speech to the Chamber of Deputies you said that if
you had wished to do so, you could have denounced colonial §
scandals, but you prefer to pass over in silence the crimes §
and offenses committed by your civilizers in the colonies. 4
This is your right and it concerns only you, your conscience,
and your electors. As for us who have suffered and will
continue to suffer every day from these “blessings” of colo- §

nialism, we do not need you to tell us about them.

But when, writing in Le Rappel, you say that the facts |
pointed out by citizen Bournetont are false or exaggerated, 4
you yourself “exaggerate”! First, the Minister of Colonies.
himself was obliged to recognize that a “contemptuous state 4
of mind toward native life” exists. And that he “denied no
act of brutality” denounced by Deputy Boisneuf. And then |
can you deny, M. Archimbaud, that during the last few years, §
that is to say, following the war for “the rule of law” for §
which 800,000 natives came to work “voluntarily” or to be {
killed in France, that your civilizers—with impunity—have §
robbed, swindled, murdered, or burnt alive Annamese, Tuni- :

sians, and Senegalese?

You write next that acts of injustice are more numerous in §
France than in the colonies. Then allow me to tell you, M. ;
Archimbaud, that one should not pretend to give lessons in
equality or justice to others when one is unable to apply them }

at home. This is the most elementary logic, isn’t it?

According to you, the doings of your colonial administra- |

* Printed in Le Paria, January 15, 1923.

P + A member of Parliament, representative of the French Communist
arty.
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tors are known, commented upon, and controlled by the
{iovernments General and the Ministry of Colonies. Hence it
must be one of two things. Either you are harebrained and
nave forgotten the Baudoins, the Darles, the Lucases, and so
many others making up the galaxy which is the honor and
oride of your Colonial Administration, and who, after having
committed heinous crimes, receive as punishment only pro-
motions and decorations. Or else you are treating your read-
ers as complete fools.

You state that if France has sinned in colonial matters it is
rather from an excess of generous sentiment than anything
clse. Will you tell us, M. Archimbaud, whether it is out of
ilicse generous sentiments that the natives are deprived of all
rights to write, speak, and travel, etc? Is it out of these same
sentiments that the ignoble condition of “native” is imposed
on them, that they are robbed of their land only to see it
given to the conquerors, and forced thereafter to work as
slaves? You yourselves have said that the Tahitian race has
been decimated by alcoholism and is disappearing. Is it also
from an excess of generosity that you are doing all you can
10 intoXicate the Annamese with your alcohol and stupefy
them with your opium?

You speak finally of “duty,” “humanity,” and “civiliza-
tion”! What is this duty? You showed what it is throughout
vour speech. It is markets, competition, interests, privileges.
Trade and finance are things which express your “humanity.”
Taxes, forced labor, excessive exploitation, that is the sum-
ming up of your civilization!

While you are waiting to receive “one of the finest claims
s glory that can be dreamt of,” allow me to tell you, M. Ar-
thimbaud, that if Victor Hugo had known that you would
write such stuff today in his newspaper, he would never have
founded it.

Respectfully yours,
NGUYEN Al Quoc
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THE COUNTERREVOLUTIONARY ARMY* v

We are aware that colonial rivalry was one of the main}
causes of the 1914-18 imperialist war.

What all Frenchmen should realize is that colonial expedid
tions are largely responsible for aggravating the depopulation
from which their country is now suffering. If one looks at thej
statistics of military losses in killed and wounded sustained it
the colonies, one is frightened by the gap they have caused irf
an ever decreasing population such as that of France. Frong
January to June, 1923, in Morocco alone, 840 soldiers werd
killed or wounded for the greater glory of Marshal Lyautey! |

What the French working class must realize is that colo
nialism relies on the colonies to defeat all attempts at emanci-
pation on the part of the working class. No longer having ab4
solute confidence in the white soldiers, who are more or le 9
contaminated by the idea of classes, French militarism use$§
African and Asian natives in their stead. Out of 159 regi4
ments in the French Army, 10 are composed of colonial
whites, i.e., seminatives, 30 of Africans, and 39 of nativesj
from other colonies; one-half of the French Army is thus re
cruited in the colonies. 3

Now, an Annamese soldier is in service for four years andj
an Algerian for three years. Thus, according to the reckoningy
of French militarism, two native soldiers are worth almost
five French. 4

Moreover, being ignorant of the language and politics off
the country, thinking that all whites belong to the race of hid}
exploiters, and finally spurred on by his white superiors, thej
native soldier will march forward submissively and blindly
where the French soldier, more conscious, might refuse to go;‘
Therein lies the danger.

One wonders for what reason thirty-one of the native regi
ments will be stationed on French territory. For what pur4

by these natives? The intention of French capitalism is thusj

* Printed in La Vie Quvriére (Paris), September 7, 1923.
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¢lear. It is up to the French workers to act. They should frat-
ernize with the native soldiers. They should make them un-
Jerstand that the workers of the mother country and the
soldiers from the colonies are equally oppressed and exploited
ny the same masters, that they are all brothers of the same
class, and that when the hour of struggle strikes, they will
have, one and the other, to struggle against their common
masters, and not between brothers.

ENGLISH “COLONIZATION"*

Finglish capitalism, while coveting the immense wealth of
China, has contented itself so far with colonizing Hong Kong
and, inside China, practicing the policy of the open door, a
policy which has allowed it to exploit the country without
arousing the people. Today it is no longer satisfied with this
policy. It wants to go further: It wants to colonize the whole
of China.

Taking advantage of the Lingchen incidentt and on the
pretext of ensuring the security of his compatriots, the British
Ambassador in Peking has just carried out the first stage of
this colonization. He has begun with the railways. Here are
the proposals he has made to China:

1. All lines built with British capital, or with materials
bought from England and which are not yet entirely paid for,
will be put under British control,

2. The land situated along the lines in question will also be
Put under this control.

3. Besides the railways policy, England will have the right
to intervene in China’s home affairs.

4. In case of armed conflicts between Chinese political face
‘tons, the British will have the right to grant or refuse the use
©f these lines to whichever faction it chooses.

* Printed in La Vie Ouvriére, November 9, 1923.
_ t1In May, 1923, a group of bandits ransacked a train at Lingchen
:“atlon on the Tientsin-Poukoushi railway; an Englishman was killed
"d more than 100 Chinese passengers and twenty-six foreigners kid-
"iped. The diplomatic corps in China availed themselves of this inci-
dent to make a series of demands upon the Peking Government.
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5. Priority of amortization of the loans advanced by thej

British in the use of the income derived from the railways.

Moreover, he demanded: (a) the setting up, within thej

Ministry of Communications in Peking, of an office of Rails
ways Control, presided over by a foreign official (read Britishy

official), having full powers over the working of all China’sy
railways; (b) that the management of the railways also be}

entrusted to foreign representatives; (c) the organization of &

railway militia under the command of foreign officers; (d)"

that the posts of bookkeepers and railway managers be filled]
by foreigners. ;

The British have already taken in hand the salt tax andf§

customs in China. Now they want to seize the railways;

When one realizes that except for the lines in southern Man-%

churia, the Peking-Hankow and Lunghai lines, all others arej
built either with British capital or with materials bought onf
credit from British firms, it can be seen what this plan, if
realized, will cost China.

All the Chinese, without distinction as to political trend]
oppose this disguised colonization. The Peking Students)
Union has launched an appeal to the working class of thé§
world, asking it to use its influence to check this attempf

against the independence of the Chinese people. E
Let us hope that faced with this threat from British capitals§

isrq, the sons and daughters of China will unite in victoriou§]
resistance. 8

ANNAMESE PEASANT CONDITIONS*

The Annamese in general are crushed by the blessings
French protection. The Annamese peasants especially are stil}
more odiously crushed by this protection: as Annamese the@
are oppressed; as peasants they are robbed, plundered, expro4
priated, and ruined. It is they who do all the hard labor, all}
the corvées. It is they who produce for the whole horde of

live in poverty while their executioners live in plenty and whd
die of starvation when their crops fail. This is due to the fac§

* Printed in La Vie Ouvriére, January 4, 1924.
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that they are robbed on all sides and in all ways by the Ad-
rministration, by modern feudalism, and by the Church. In
former times, under the Annamese regime, lands were classi-
5ied into several categories according to their capacity for
production. Taxes were based on this classification. Under th.e
oresent colonial regime, all this has changed. When money is
wanted, the French Administration simply has the categories
modified. With a stroke of their magic pen, they have trans-
formed poor land into fertile land, and the Annamese peasant
is obliged to pay more in taxes on his fields than they can
vield him.

That is not all. Areas are artificially increased by reducing
the unit of measure. As a result, taxes are automatically in-
creased by a third in some localities, by two-thirds in others.
Yet this is not sufficient to appease the voracity of the protec-
tor State, which increases the taxes year by year. Thus, from
1890 to 1896, taxes doubled. They were further increased by
a half from 1896 to 1898, and so on. The Annamese contin-
ued to let themselves be fleeced, and our “protectors,” en-
couraged by the success of these operations, continued their
spoliation.

Orten despotism was mixed with plunder. In 1895, for ex-
ample, the Administrator of a province in Tonking stripped a
village of several hectares to the advantage of another village,
the latter a Catholic one. The plundered peasants lodged a
complaint. They were jailed. Dor’t think that administrative
cynicism stopped there. The unfortunates who had been
robbed were obliged to pay taxes until 1910 on lands which
had been taken from them in 1895!

On the heels of the thieving Administration came the
thieving settlers. Europeans, who, for all their ideas of agri-
culture and farming skill, possessed only a big belly and a
white skin, were given concessions whose size often surpassed
20,000 hectares.

Most of these concessions were founded on legalized theft.
Puring the course of the conquest, the Annamese peasants,
‘iikfi the Alsatians in 1870, had abandoned their lands to seek
fefuge in the still free part of the country. When they came
back, their lands had been given away. Entire villages were
‘ihus plundered, and the natives reduced to tenants of the
iords of a modern feudalism, who sometimes appropriated as
fich as 90 per cent of the crops.

- On the pretext of encouraging colonization, exemption
grmm land taxes was made in favor of a great number of
these big landholders.

After securing the land at no cost whatsoever, the land-
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holders obtained manpower for nothing or next to nothing.
The Administration supplied them with numbers of convicts]
who worked for nothing, or used its machinery to recruitj
workers for them who were paid starvation wages. If the An-j
namese did not come in sufficient numbers or if they showed!
discontent, violence was then resorted to: Landholders seized
the mayors and notables of villages, cudgeled and tortured;
them until these unfortunates had signed a contract pledging]
themselves to supply the required number of workers. 3

Besides this temporal power, there are spiritual “saviors™}
who, while preaching the virtue of poverty to the Annamese,$
are no less zealous in seeking to enrich themselves through
the sweat and blood of the natives. In Cochinchina alone, the§
“Sainte Mission Apostolique” on its own possesses one-fifth
of the ricefields in the region. Though not taught in the Bible,’
the method of obtaining these lands was very simple: usury;
and corruption. The Mission took advantage of the years
when crops failed to lend money to peasants, obliging the
to pawn their lands as a guarantee, The rate of interest w
usurious, and the Annamese could not pay off their debts
the due time; as a result, all pledged lands fell into the pos
session of the Mission. The more or less generous governo
to whom the mother country entrusted the destiny of Indochi-
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Mission to have in its hands certain secret, personal, and
compromising papers to be able to frighten them and obtain
from them whatever it wanted. In this way, one Governor §
General conceded to the Mission 7,000 hectares of river land
belonging to natives, who were thus at one stroke reduced to
beggary. 3

From this brief survey, one can see that behind a mask o
democracy, French imperialism has transplanted in Annam'
the whole cursed medieval regime, including the salt tax, and @
that the Annamese peasant is crucified on the bayonet of cap-}
italist civilization and on the Cross of prostituted Christianity.k§
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LENIN AND THE COLONIAL PEOPLES*

“Lenin is dead!” This news struck the people like a bolt from
¢he blue. It spread to every corner of the fertile plains of Afri-
ca and the green fields of Asia. It is true that the black or
yellow people do not yet know clearly who Lenin is or thre
Russia is. The imperialists have deliberately kept them in ig-
norance. Ignorance is one of the chief mainstays of capital-
ism. But all of them, from the Vietnamese peasants to tt_le
hunters in the Dahomey forests, have secretly learned that in
a faraway corner of the earth there is a nation that has suc-
ceeded in overthrowing its exploiters and is managing its own
country with no need for masters and Governors General.
They have also heard that that country is Russia, that there
are courageous people there, and that the most courageouslof
them all was Lenin. This alone was enough to fill them w1‘th
deep admiration and warm feelings for that country and its
Inader.

But this was not all. They also learned that that great lead-
er, after having liberated his own people, wanted to liberate
other peoples too. He called upon the white peoples to help
the yellow and black peoples to free themselves from the for-
cign aggressors’ yoke, from all foreign aggressors, Governors
General, Residents, etc. And to reach that goal, he mapped
out a definite program.

At first they could not believe that anywhere on earth
¢ould there exist such a man and such a program. Bu.t later
they heard, although vaguely, of the Communist Parties, qf
the organization called the Communist Internationallwhlch is
fighting for the exploited peoples, for all the exploited peo-
ples including themselves. And they learned that Lenin was
the leader of that organization.

And this alone was enough to make these peoples—though
their cultural standard is low, they are grateful folk and of
zoodwill—wholeheartedly respect Lenin, They look upon
Lenin as their liberator. “Lenin is dead, so what will happen
10 us? Will there be other courageous and generous people

* Printed in Pravda, January 27, 1924.
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like Lenin who will not spare their time and efforts in con-
cerning themselves with our liberation?” This is what the op#
pressed colonial peoples are wondering, g

As for us, we are deeply moved by this irretrievable losg
and share the common mourning of all the peoples with our
brothers and sisters. But we believe that the Communist In#4
ternational and its branches, which include branches in cod
lonial countries, will succeed in implementing the lessons and]
teachings the leader has left behind for us. To do what hé

advised us, is that not the best way to show our love for him%

In his lifetime he was our father, teacher, comrade, and
adviser. Nowadays, he is the bright star showing us the wayj
to the socialist revolution.

Eternal Lenin will live forever in our work.

INDOCHINA AND THE PACIFIC*

At first sight, it seems that the question of Indochina and 1}
Pacific is of no concern to European workers. But it must b e
remembered that: 3

1. During the revolution, the Allies, not having succeeded§
in their attack on Russia from the West, tried to attack i
from the East. And the Pacific powers, the United States and}
Japan, landed their troops in Vladivostock, while France sent]
Indochinese regiments to Siberia to support the Whites, “

2. At present, international capitalism draws all its vitalg
force from the colonial countries. It finds there raw materials§
for its factories, investments for its capital, markets for itsg
products, cheap replenishments for its labor army, and abovéy
all, native soldiers for its counterrevolutionary army. Onéj
day, revolutionary Russia will have to cope with this capitals]
ism, It is thus necessary for the Russian comrades to realize
the full strength and all the immediate and long-term maneu-
vers of their adversary. b

3. Having become the center of attraction for imperialist§
ambitions, the Pacific area and the neighboring colonies aré
likely in the future to become the seat of a new world confla~§
gration, whose proletariat will have to bear the burden.

* Printed in La Correspondance Internationale, No. 18, 1924,
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These statements of fact prove that the Pacific problem

will concern all proletarians in general.

Therefore, to reconstruct France ruined by an imperialist
war, the French Minister of Colonies has worked out a plan
ior developing the colonies. The plan aims to exploit the re-
sources of colonized countries for the benefit of the coloniz-
ing country. This plan states that Indochine} must he}p the
other colonies in the Pacific to intensify their production so
that, in their turn, they too can be useful to the mother coun-
iry. If the plan were carried out, it would neces;arﬂy lead to
the depopulation and impoverishment of Indochina. .

Lately, however, the Government COUHFLI of Ind_ochma,
despite the resistance of Annamese opinion, unanimously
voted for the carrying out of the plan. To understand the im-
portance of this unanimity, it is useful to know that this
Council is composed of the Governor General (_)f Indoch}na,
the General Commander-in-Chief of the troops in Indochina,
and about thirty high-ranking French civil servants, as well as
five native mandarins, tools of the Governor. And all these
gentlemen pretend to act for Indochina and in the interests of
the Annamese people. Imagine Eskimos or Zulus deciding the
fate of a European people. o ]

According to an official avowal, the colonies in the P.am.ﬁc
are afflicted with debility, and are living—if we can call it liv-
ing—at a slower and slower rate. The truth is that populous
islands are being entirely depopulated, in a short time, by al-
cohol and forced labor. Fifty years ago, the Marquesas had
more than 20,000 souls, but now have only 1,500 weak and
debilitated inhabitants. Tahiti had its population reduced by
25 per cent in ten years. From these declining populations,
French imperialism has further taken more than 1,500 men
to serve as cannon fodder during the war. This rapid extinc-
tion of a race seems unbelievable. However, it is a fact to be
observed in many colonies. (In the regions of the Congo, pop-
ulations of 40,000 inhabitants fell to 30,000 in the space of
twenty years. Saint-Pierre et Miquelon islands had 6,000 in-
habitants in 1902; in 1922 this colony had only 3,900, etc.)

Most islands in the French Pacific have been yielded to
concessionary companies which rob the natives of their la}nd
and make them work as slaves. Here is an example showing
how the native workers are treated. Two hundred mother-of-
bear] divers were sent by force by the French Company of
Oceania to plantations 800 miles from their native districts.
‘It is as if tailors were sent to work in mines.) They were
benned up in a small schooner fitted up for ten passengers
and lacking any life-saving equipment, and embarked without
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being allowed to see their wives and children. For two years
these unfortunate toilers were kept prisoner in the company’
jail. Many were harshly treated. Others died.

Add to this inhuman exploitation the immorality of thg
rascals to whom French imperialism entrusts the administra
tion of these islands, and you will see in all its beauty thd
regime of exploitation and oppression which is leading
colonized countries in the Pacific to death and extinction.  §

Imperialism has now reached a degree of almost scientifig
perfection, It uses white proletarians to conquer the proletar:
ians of the colonies. Then it hurls the proletarians of o
colony against those of another. Finally, it relies on the prolej
tarians of the’ colonies to rule white proletarians. Senegalesé
had the sad distinction of having helped French militarism t4
massacre their brothers of the Congo, the Sudan, Dahomey;
and Madagascar. Algerians fought in Indochina. Annamesd
were garrisoned in Africa. And so on. During the greaf]
slaughter, more than 1 million colonial peasants and workerg
were brought to Europe to massacre white peasants andg
workers. Only recently, French soldiers in the Ruhr were sur+g
rounded by native soldiers, and native light infantry wered
sent against German strikers. Almost half of the French army
is composed of natives, to the number of about 300,000.

Beyond this military usefulness, capitalism uses these colo4
nies for the most skillful economic exploitation. It is oftery
noticed that a decrease in wages in some regions in France
and in some trades is always preceded by an increase in the]
proportion of colonial labor. The natives are employed ad
strikebreakers, Capitalism now uses one colony as a tool for ex«
ploiting another; this is the case of Indochina and the Pacif#
ic area. Indochina, despite the noisy untruths of the officialsg
is exhausted. During 1914~18, almost 100,000 Annamese (of4
ficial number: 97,903 men) were dragged from their homeg
to be sent to Europe. Although deprived of so many hand§
for production, Indochina was obliged to send, for the ded
fense of its oppressors, more than 500,000 tons of ediblé
grains. Hundreds of millions of francs were raked off in “vic4
tory loans.” Each year, the Annamese sweat blood to yield u
about 450,000 francs, a sum which is almost entirely used tq
fatten spongers. Moreover, Indochina is tesponsible for big
military expenses, elegantly called a “filial contribution” by}
the Minister of Colonies. 3

It is from this oppressed, weakened, and emaciated country
that millions of piasters and several thousand men (40,000 to
begin with) are further going to be wrung to satisfy the insa4
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siable appetites of the concessionaries and the personal ambi-
<ions of a gang of unscrupulous politicians.

It is not enough to demoralize the whole Annamese race
with alcohol and opium. It is not enough to take 40,000 “vol-
gnteers” yearly for the glory of militarism. It is not enough
10 have turned a people of 20 million souls into one big
sponge to be squeezed by money-grubbers. We are, on top of
all this, to be endowed with slavery.

It is not only the fate of the proletariat in Indochina and
the Pacific area, but also that of the international proletariat,
which is threatened by these imperialist actions. Japan com-
mands the telegraphic stations on Yap Island. The United
States is spending millions of dollars on improving the turret
guns of its warships in the Pacific. England will turn Singa-
nore into a naval base. France finds it necessary to build a Pa~
cific Empire.

Since the Washington Conference,* colonial rivalries have
hecome sharper and sharper, imperialist follies greater and
greater, and political conflicts more and more unavoidable.
Wars have been launched over India, Africa, and Morocco.
Other wars may break out over the Pacific area if the prole-
tariat is not watchful.

THE U.S.S.R. AND
THE COLONIAL PEOPLES *

Colonialism is a leech with two suckers, one of which sucks
the metropolitan proletariat and the other that of the colo-
nies, If we want to kill this monster, we must cut off both
suckers at the same time. If only one is cut off, the other will
continue to suck the blood of the proletariat, the animal will
continue to live, and the cut-off sucker will grow again. The
Russian Revolution has grasped this truth clearly. That is
why it is not satisfied with making fine platonic speeches and
drafting “humanitarian” resolutions in favor of oppressed
peoples, but it teaches them to struggle; and helps them spir-

*The conference held from November 12, 1921, to February 6,
1922, and attended by the United States, the United Kingdom, Japan,
France, Italy, China, Belgium, Portugal, and the Netherlands.

+ Printed in Imprekor, No. 46, 1924.
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itually, as proclaimed by Lenin in his theses on the coloniall
question. To the Baku Congress,* twenty-one Eastern nations
sent delegates. Representatives of Western workers’ partieg
also participated in the work of this congress. For the firs§
time, the proletariat of the conquering Western States and
that of the subject Eastern countries fraternally joined handg
and deliberated in common on the best means to defeat theis
common enemy, imperialism. 3

Following this historic congress, despite internal and exter
nal difficulties, revolutionary Russia has never hesitated tq
come to the help of peoples awakened by its heroic and victod
rious revolution. One of its first important acts was thd
founding of the University of the East. ;

Today, this university has 1,022 students, including 15§
girls and 895 Communists. Their social composition is as fol
lows: 547 peasants, 265 workers, and 210 proletarian intel
lectuals.

If account is taken of the fact that Eastern countries aré
almost exclusively agricultural, the high percentage of students
of peasant origin can readily be understood. In India, Japan,
and especially in China, it is the intellectuals faithful to the
working class who lead the latter in struggle; this explains thd
relatively large number of intellectuals among the students a§
the University. The relatively low number of worker studenty
is due to the fact that industry and commerce in Eastery
countries—naturally excepting Japan—are still undeveloped
Moreover, the presence of seventy-five pupils from the age off
ten to sixteen years must be noted. k

One hundred and fifty professors are responsible for giving
courses in social science, mathematics, historical materialism,}
the history of the workers’ movement, natural science, the]
histqry of revolutions, political economy, etc. Young peoplé]
of sixty-two nationalities are fraternally united in the class+
rooms. E:

The University has ten large buildings. It also has a cinemag
which is put at the students’ disposal free on Thursdays and}
Sundays; the other days of the week, it operates on behalf of}
other organizations, Two librarics containing about 47,000
books help the young revolutionaries to make thorough stud4
ies and to train their minds. Each nationality or “group” has
its own library composed of books and publications in the]
mother tongue. The reading room, artistically decorated by:

* The First Congress of Eastern Peoples #as held in Baku in Sep-}
tember, 1920. It was attended by nearly 2,000 representatives of East-}
ern countries. The Committee of Action and Propaganda of Eastern
Peoples founded at the Congress was active for pearly a year.
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+he students, has a wealth of newspapers and periodicals. The
students themselves publish a newspaper, the sole copy of
which is posted on a big board by the door of the reading
room, Students who are ill are admitted to the University
hospital. There is a sanatorium in the Crimea for the benefit
of students who need rest. The Soviets have allotted to the
{Jniversity two camps composed of nine buildings each for
tolidays. Each camp has a center where the students can
jearn cattle breeding. “We already have thirty cows and fifty
nigs,” said the “agrarian secretary” of the University with
vride. The 100 hectares of land allotted to these camps are
cultivated by the students themselves. During their holidays
and outside working hours, they help the peasants in their
fibor. One of these camps was, by the way, formerly the prop-
erty of a Grand Duke. It is a memorable sight to see from
ihe top of the tower, adorned with a grand ducal crown, the
red flag fluttering, and in “His Excellency’s” entertainment
tpom, the young Korean and Armenian peasants thoroughly
enjoying their games.

The students of the University are fed, clothed, and lodged
free. Bach of them receives six gold rubles per month as
wocket money.

To instill into the students a true idea of children’s educa-
tion, the University has a model créche and a day nursery
tooking after 60 small children.

The yearly expenses of the University amount to 561,000
zold rubles.

The sixty-two nationalities represented at the University
form a “Commune.” Its chairman and functionaries are elect~
=d every three months by all the students.

A student delegate takes part in the economic and adminis-
‘rative management of the University. All must regularly and
1 turn work in the kitchen, the library, the club, etc. All
‘misdemeanors” and disputes are judged and settled by an
dected tribunal in the presence of all comrades. Once a
~eek, the “Commune” holds a meeting to discuss the interna-
‘onal political and economic situation. From time to time,
“ieetings and evening parties are organized where the ama-
‘2ur artists introduce the art and culture of their country.

The fact that the Communists not only treat the “inferior
‘iatives of the colonies” like brothers, but that they get ?hem
) participate in the political life of the country, is highly
Naracteristic of the “barbarity” of the Bolsheviks. Treated in

“heir native country as “submissive subjects” or “protéges,’

“aving no other right but that to pay taxes, the Eastern stu-
tants, who are neither electors nor eligible for election in
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their own country, from whom the right even to express thei
political opinion is withdrawn, in the Soviet Union take pa
in the election of the Soviets and have the right to send thei
representatives to the Soviets. Let our brothers of the colonied
who vainly seek a change of nationality make a comparison
between bourgeois democracy and proletarian democracy. §

These students have suffered themselves and have witd
nessed the sufferings of others. All have lived under the yokd
of “high civilization,” all have been victims of exploitatiory
and oppression by foreign capitalists. Moreover, they passiond
ately long to acquire knowledge and to study. They are sef
rious and full of enthusiasm. They are entirely different fromg
the frequenters of the boulevards of the Latin Quarter, thel
Eastern students in Paris, Oxford, and Berlin. It can be said]
without exaggeration that under the roof of this University i
the future of the colonial peoples. 4

The colonial countries of the Near and Far East, stretching
from Syria to Korea, cover an extent of more than 15 millior
square kilometers and have more than 1,200 million inhabit4
ants. All these immense countries are now under the yoke off
capitalism and imperialism. Although their considerable numf
bers should be their strength, these submissive peoples havg
never yet made any serious attempts to free themselves fromy
this yoke. Not yet having realized the value of international
solidarity, they have not known how to unite for the struggle,
Relationships between their countries are not yet establishedi
as they are among the peoples of Europe and America. They
possess gigantic strength and do not yet realize it. The Uni
versity of the East, assembling all the young, active, and in<
telligent leaders of the colonized countries, has fulfilled aj
great task, namely:

1. It teaches to the future vanguard militants the principles
of class struggle, confused in their minds by race conflicts;
and patriarchal customs. i

2. It establishes between the proletarian vanguard of thej
colonies a close contact with the Western proletariat, thus|
preparing the way for the close and effective cooperation
which will alone ensure the final victory of the international]
working class. |

3. It teaches the colonized people, hitherto separated fromj
one another, to know one another and to unite, by creating
the bases of a future union of Eastern countries, one of theq
wings of the proletarian revolution.

4, Tt sets the proletariat of colonialist countries an examples
of what they can and must do in favor of their oppressed
brothers. 4
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THE FAILURE OF
FRENCH COLONIZATION*

The last reshuffling of Poincaré’s ministry did not fail to have
repercussions in the colonies. France always pretends that it
is the first colonial power that has known how to colonize.
M. Albert Sarraut, too, has always boasted that he is the first
Frenchman to know how to develop the colonies. For this de-
velopment, he demanded 4,000 million francs. To find this
sum, he wrote a book of 656 pages. Now, this great minister
has just been expelled from his Party for having voted for his
boss, Poincaré. And the ungrateful Poincaré, in his turn, has
just thrown the great minister out. Thus, the latter has been
ousted from his post, without having his millions or his colo-
nies developed. He has been replaced by a soldier, I beg your
pardon, an “unknown colonel.”{ This expulsion shows us,
once again, that colonization has gone bankrupt.

While waiting for something better, the French taxpayer
pays, every year, more than 237 million francs (1923
budget) for his Ministry of Colonies, and more than 1,-
172,186,000 francs for thc colonial troops and expenditure in
Morocco, that is to say, 1,409,186,000 francs.

Each Frenchman—rich or poor, old man or infant, man or
woman—is thus obliged to pay into the “civilizing mission”
fund more than 36 francs a year. And for whose benefit? It is
not for his own, that is to say, the taxpayer’s. And still less
tor that of France. We shall explain this a little further on.

In 1922, for example, the general trade of the French colo-
nies amounted to 4,358,105,000 francs (2,104,458,000 for im-
ports and 2,253,647,000 for exports). Out of this sum, the
traffic between France and its colonies amounted to only 1,-
385 million francs, while that between the colonies and for-
£1gn countries amounted to 2,773,105,000 francs.

Concerning Indochina, the figure is still more eloquent. Of

* Printed in La Correspondance Internationale, No. 26, 1924.
. TFrom 1922 to 1924, Albert Sarraut was Minister of Colonies in
‘e Poincaré government. When the government was reshuffled in 1924,
he was replaced by Major Fabri.
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And its profits have increased from 126,000 francs in 1876
10 22,854,000 francs in 19211
" Who gets them?

the 5,484 ships registered in Indochinese ports and which caf

ried 7,152,910 tons of goods, there were only 779 Fren

ships, carrying 1,464,852 tons, compared with 789 Englis

vessels, carrying 1,575,079 tons. 1
Out of 807,729,362 francs worth of imports in 192§

France had only 247,602,029 francs. '
France and its colonies had only 169,187,125 francs out o

an export figure of 1,284,003,885 francs. i
Is this to the nativeg’ advantage? You will see,
In 1923, Indochina exported:

LENIN AND THE
PEOPLES OF THE EAST*

1,439,955 tons of rice
622,035 tons of coal
65,413 tons of cement
61,917 tons of maize
312,467 quintals of fish
27,690 tons of zinc
19,565 head of cattle
7,927 tons of sugar
6,860 tons of copra
46,229 tons of rubber
7,158 tons of dyestuffs
3,617 tons of cotton
30,760 quintals of pepper
21,492 quintals of beans
2,600 tons of hides
12,798 quintals of rattan
12,319 quintals of lac
8,499 quintals of coffee
6,084 quintals of tea
480,883 kilos of cinnamon
117,241 kilos of oil of Chinese anise
17,943 kilos of silk

i i eves of the proletarians of the West, Lenin is a
:hul_?, ;h?eager, a master tfoIthe peoph:f1 r(;ftgh:aseass;, he is still
4red ble, if I may venture .
krcltltfsr r?c?td orl?lc;r%irslogenius, but his disdain of luxury, his love
of labor, the purity of his private life, his s1mp11§;?}ll, el;cle ra;:
word, it is the grandeur and beauty of this masterdw. s
an enormous influence upon the Asian peoples and irr

ddre ir hearts toward him. . .

! X/cct:izgxl’:lzd to being treated :;ls backgvzéri(rin 21111{1 lonffelTnoil;l ;Zgl-
ple J nsider Lenin as the embodim

évi':thtet;;};ofic.) Not only are they grateful to hlm, bu‘;1 }h;yi 10;!1?
tim tenderly. To him, they show a veneration wflih sU a
inost filial devotion. One had to see the §tudents of the P
versity of the East, eyes red with weeping, t,he ycilﬁn%o olk
there who sobbed bitterly at the ncws of Lenin’s death,

derst: ir love toward him. )

Hti‘;ncciiegzﬁ was a universal mourniqg. The K}mmm'gang (1':2;
people’s party in power in South China) was in sessmn1 wand
it heard the news. All delegates stood up spontaneously "
the session was closed in sign of mourning. On Sun Yat-sfenlsl
suggestion, the Canton government ordered thq closure o at
theaters for three days. The flags of ofﬁc'e bu11@1ng_s v&;)erﬁ. al
half-mast, Cultural, political, and economu’; bod1e§ in Pe m(gi
and in the provinces, especially students assoc1at10nls t'ar:n i
workers® organizations, commemorated the great revolu 13 -
ity with dignity. On this occasion, they unapl‘mously passse L2
B ‘solution in favor of the immediate recognition of the ovie
vovernment. The students decided to erect a statue of Lenin
it the biggest public park in Peking.

The Chinese government sent cables of sympathy.

Well, do you know what is the native’s share in this gigan- |
tic trade in the product of his land and his labor, going on §
under his nose? He had, all told, 542 sailing boats displacing -
12,231 tons! According to this outline, we can conclude that 3
French colonization is only practiced in favor of a gang of §
adventurers, dishonest and ineffectual politicians of the 3
mother country, alcohol and opium racketeers, unscrupulous
profiteers, and dubious financiers. The proof? Here it is: the
Bank of Indochina had a turnover of only 24 million francs

in 1876, but 145 in 1885, 222 in 1895, 906 in 1905, 2,005 in °
1917, 6,718 in 1921.

+ rern

* Printed in Le Paria, July 27, 1924,
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Lenin is also mourned by women. In China, as in all East
ern countries, the women are very little informed of worlg
events, to which they are almost indifferent. However, the{
wore mourning for Lenin’s death. Thus, the demonstration
by Chinese women in this sorrowful circumstance have a hisg
toric significance. On the one hand, they testify to the fad]
that the women of the East are awakening; on the other, thej
show that the great master is understood and loved by every§
one, from the commonest to the most advanced people. Aj
proof of this, here is a translation of an appeal made by
girl student, carried by the Shanghai Women's Magazine: =~

Ever since capitalism has existed, the whole social structure ’
been subject to its disastrous influence. Things which should bd
long to all, because produced by all, become the privilege of §
few. Economic oppression enslaves men; it transforms wome}
into chattels subject to the mercy of men! A

For centuries, how many millions of people have been tie#
down in this way? How many millions of women have beel
sacrificed? When World War was raging, when millions of inng}
cent people who longed for life were sent to die, Lenin stirred
up the Russian proletariat and organized the Soviets in spite :
the hardship and difficulties encountered. E

Not only has he freed the men and women of his country]
but he has shown the way to all disinherited people of th(
world. Notwithstanding the Whites’ attacks from within and th{
blockade by capitalism from without, with his strong will
Lenin saved his compatriots from uiter poverty and sufferi
and showed the banner of the International to all oppressed
people. f

Does not all this merit that we should bow down to his greag
memory? .

Must not the twenty-first of January remain forever a day of
mourning for all toiling people? i

Russia is advancing toward prosperity. However, there is stil
a long road to travel and much work to do to reach a genuing
peace. Mankind is awakening, but it must struggle further td
complete its emancipation. And now, our master has suddenl: 2
been taken from us without being able to see the completion of
his work. 3

Can people of good heart refrain from weeping? Must nofl
oppressed men and women take up the burden he has left bed
hind and march forward? Forward! 4

Dear sisters, let us commemorate with dignity the memory of
the man who, all his life, fought against the poverty and
oppression of mankind, and who until the day of his deat
struggled for the people of the world! :
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LYNCHING*

A Little-known Aspect of American Civilization

it is well known that the black race is the most oppressed and
most exploited of the human family. It is well known that the
spread of capitalism and the discovery of the New World had
5s an immediate result the rebirth of slavery whlch was, for
centuries, a scourge for the Negroes and a bitter c.llsgrace for
mankind, What everyone does not perhaps know, is that after
sixty-five years of so-called emancipation, American Negroes
still endure atrocious moral and material suffenngg, of which
the most cruel and horrible is the custom of lynching.

The word “lynching” comes from Lynch. Lynch was the
name of a planter in Virginia, a landlord and judge. Availing
nimself of the troubles of the War of Independence, he 'took
the control of the whole district into his hands. He inflicted
the most savage punishment, without trial or process of law,
an Loyalists and Tories. Thanks to the slayetraders, the Ku
¥lux Klan, and other secret societies, the illegal qnd ba_lrba-
“ous practice of lynching is spreading and continuing widely
i« the States of the American Union. It has become more in-
iman since the emancipation of the Blacks, and is especially
directed at the latter.

Imagine a furious horde. Fists clenched, eyes bloodsho.t,
mouths foaming, yells, insults, curses. . . . This hordp is
wransported with the wild delight of a crime to be committed
“without risk. They are armed with sticks, torches, revolvers,
ropes, Knives, scissors, vitriol, daggers; in a word, with ail
“hat can be used to kill or wound.

Imagine in this human sea a flotsam of black ﬂcsh. pushed
shout, beaten, trampled underfoot, torn, slashed, insulted,
suissed hither and thither, bloodstained, dead. ]

The horde are the lynchers. The human rag is the Black,
e victim.

In a wave of hatred and bestiality, the lync}}ers drag the
iack to a wood or a public place. They tie him to a tree,

* printed in La Correspondance Internationale, No. 59, 1924.
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pour kerosene over him, cover him with inflammable mate-}
rial. While waiting for the fire to be kindled, they smash his}
teeth, one by one. Then they gouge out his eyes. Little tufts]
of crinkly hair are torn from his head, carrymg away withj
them bits of skin, baring a bloody skull. Little pieces of ﬁesh/
come off his body, already contused from the blows. ]

The Black can no longer shout: his tongue has been swol-§
len by a red hot iron. His whole body ripples, trembling, hke
a half-crushed snake. A slash with a knife: one of his ears
falls to the ground. . Oh! How black he is! How awfull}
And the ladies tear at his face 4

“Light up,” shouts someone. “Just enough to cook himj
slowly,” adds another. ‘

The Black is roasted, browned, burned. But he deserves tof
die twice instead of once. He is therefore hanged, or mord]
exactly, what is left of his corpse is hanged. And all thos&
who were not able to help with the cooking applaud now.

Hurrah!

When everybody has had enough the corpse is brough 1
down. The rope is cut into small pieces which will be sold for
three or five dollars each. Souvenirs and lucky charms quard4
reled over by ladies. ;

“Popular justice,” as they say over there, has been done
Calmed down, the crowd congratulate the “organizers,” thery
stream away slowly and cheerfully, as if after a feast, make
appointments with one another for the next time. |

While on the ground, stinking of fat and smoke, a black
head, mutilated, roasted, deformed, grins horribly and seemg
to ask the setting sun, “Is this civilization?”

Some Statistics

From 1889 to 1919, 2,600 Blacks were lynched, including
51 women and girls and ten former Great War soldiers. ;

Among 78 Blacks lynched in 1919, 11 were burned alive}
three burned after havmg been killed, 31 shot, three tortured
to death, one cut into pieces, one drowned, and 11 put 14
death by various means. 4

Georgia heads the list with 22 victims, Mississippi folloW
with 12. Both have also three lynched soldiers to their credifj
Of 11 burned alive, the first State has four and the second
two. Out of 34 cases of systematic, premeditated and organd
ized lynching, it is still Georgia that holds first place wity
five. Mississippi comes second with three. 1

Among the charges brought against the victims of 1919
we note: one of having been a member of the League o
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wJon-Partisans (independent farmers); one of having distrib-
uted revolutionary publications; one of expressing his opinion
vn lynchings too freely; one of having criticized the clashes
Hetween Whites and Blacks in Chicago; one of having been
«nown as a leader of the causc of the Blacks; one for not
.<ttmg out of the way and thus frightening a white child who
was in a motorcar. In 1920, there were fifty lynchings, and in
1923, twenty-eight.

These crimes were all motivated by economic jealousy. Ei-
iher the Negroes in the area were more prosperous than the
whites, or the black workers would not let themselves be ex-
ploited thoroughly. In all cases, the principal culprits were
never troubled, for the simple reason that they were always
incited, encouraged, spurred on, then protected, by the politi-
cians, financiers, and authorities, and above all, by the reac-
tionary press.

When a lynching was to take place or had taken place, the
rress seized upon it as a good occasion to increase the num-
ber of copies printed. It related the affair with a wealth of
detail. Not the slightest reproach to the criminals. Not a word
of pity for the victims. Not a commentary.

The New Orleans States of June 26, 1919, published a
headline running right across the front page in letters five
mches high: “Today a Negro Will Be Burned by 3,000 Citi-
xns.” And immediately underneath, in very small print:
“Under a strong escort, the Kaiser has taken flight with the
_rown Prince.”

The Jackson Daily News of the same date published across
‘he first two columns of its front page in big letters: “Negro
. H. to Be Burned by the Crowd at Ellistown This After-
“won at 5 p.oM.”

The newspaper only neglected to add: “The whole popula-
ton is earnestly invited to attend.” But the spirit is there.

% Few Details

Thls evening at 7:40 p.M., J. H. was tortured with a red-hot
iron bar, then burned. . A crowd of more than 2,000 people
- . many women and children, were present at the incinera-
ton. , After the Negro had been bound from behind, a fire

was kmdled A little further away, another fire was kindled in
Wthh an iron bar was placed. When it was red hot, a man took
it and applied it to the Black’s body The latter, terrified, seized
the iron with his hands, and the air was 1mmed1ately filled with
the smell of burning flesh. The red-hot iron having been
applied to several parts of hlS body, his shouts and groans were
heard as far away as in the town. After several minutes of tor-
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ture, masked men poured petrol on him and set fire to the;
stake. The flames rose and enveloped the Negro who implored}
to be finished off with a shot. His supplications provoked shoutsj
of derision. Chattanooga Times, February 13, 1918.) ]

15,000 people, men, women, and children, applauded when]
petrol was poured over the Negro and the fire lit. They strug-]
gled, shouted, and pushed one another to get nearer the Black.]
- + - Two of them cut off his ears while the fire began to roas i
him '

Another tried to cut off his heels. . . . The crowd surged andj
changed places so that every one could see the Negro burn.j
When the flesh was entirely burned, the bones laid bare and]
what had been a human being was but a smoking and deformed)
rag curling up in the flames, everyone was still there tod
look. ... (Memphis Press, May 22, 1917.) b

- . . men of all social classes, women and children, were pres4
ent at the scene. Many ladies of high society followed thef
crowd from outside the prison, others joined it from neighbor4
ing terraces. . . . When the Negro’s corpse fell, the pieces of]
rope were hotly contended for. (Vicksburg Evening Post, May’
4, 1919.) :

. someone cut off his ears, another removed his sexualf
organ. . . . He tried to cling to the rope, his fingers were cuf;
off. While he was being hoisted to a tree, a giant of a manj
stabbed his neck; he received at least twenty-five wounds. b

. . . he was several times hoisted up, then pulled down int
the brazier. Finally a man caught him in a lasso, the end off
which was attached to a horse which dragged the corpsej
through the streets of Waco. The tree on which the hangingf]
took place was right under a window of the mayor’s house. The#
latter looked on while the crowd was in action. All along thej
way, everyone took part in the mutilation of the Negro. Some ]
struck him with shovels, pickaxes, bricks, sticks. The body was}

one could look at it, which raised a storm of applause, .
(Crisis, July 1916.)

White Victims of Lynching

It is not only the Blacks, but also the Whites who dare to4
defend them, such as Mrs. Harriet Beecher Stowe—author of}
“Uncle Tom’s Cabin”—who are ill treated. Elijah Lovejoy]}
was killed, John Brown hanged. Thomas Beach and Stephen
Foster were persecuted, attacked, and imprisoned. Here is
what Foster wrote from prison, “When I look at my damaged]
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4 i hat, to hold me, prison will not be necessary
‘f::?bri;uf:hthlgfg;r.a. . . These last 15 months, their cells have
feen opened to me four times, 24 times my compatriots have
Jiragged me out of their churches, twice they have thrown me
‘rom the second floor of their houseg; they have damgqu m)t
vidneys once; another time they tried to put me ml 1r0.nsd,
swice they have made me pay fines; once 10,000 people trled
to lynch me, and dealt me 20 blows on my head, arms an
wilr(l EiO. 3;ears, 708 Whites, including 11 women, have lileen
tynched. Some for havinghonglamlfed strikes, others for hav-
ing d the cause of the Blacks. ' o
V“%Aeriﬁilugsihe collection of the crimes of American “civiliza-
“ijon,” lynching has a place of honor.

THE KU KLUX KLAN*

The place of origin of the Ku Klux Klan is the Southern
{Jnited States.

In May, 1866, after the Civil War, young people gathered
together in a small locality in the State of Tfannessee. to set up
a club. A question of whiling away the time. This organi-
zation was given the name kuklos, a Greek word meaning
club. To Americanize the word, it was changed into Ku
Klux. Hence, for more originality, Ku Klux Klan.

After big social upheavals, the public mind 1s-natura11y un-
settled. Tt becomes avid for new stimuli and inclined to mysti-
cism. The KKK, with its strange garb, its bizarre rltua!s, '1ts
@'xyéterieS, and its secrecy, irresistibly attracted the curiosity
of the Whites in the Southern States and became very popu-
far, ‘

It consisted at first of only a group of snobs and idlers,
without political or social purpose. Cunning elements discov-
zred in it a force able to serve their political ambitions.

The victory of the Federal Government had just freed the

* Printed in La Correspondance Internationale, No. 74, 1924, (T.hls
irticle may well have been a part of a pamphlef on the Neg(o queglqn
which He later published in Moscow, and which was not included in
*he Selected Works as published in Hanoi—Tp.)
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Negroes and made them citizens. The agriculture of thj
South—deprived of its black labor—was short of hands. Forg
mer landlords were exposed to ruin. The Klansmen prof
claimed the principle of the supremacy of the white race
Anti-Negro was their only policy. The agrarian and slaved
owning bourgeoisie saw in the Kian a useful agent, almost d
savior. They gave it all the help in their power. The Klan’
methods ranged from intimidation to murder. In the space of
three years it committed so many crimes and misdeeds that
number of those who supported it left it in horror.

Toward 1869, under the pressure of public opinion, the
Klan was given the sack by its “Emperor.” It had an Em
peror, who, nevertheless, had only a purely nominal authori
ity. The local Klans carried on their own existence and
crimes. Professor Mecklin—to whom we owe these details—y
said that every page of the thirteen big volumes containi
the investigations into the acts of the Klan in 1871-72, record
ed beatings-up of Blacks or Whites. These acts of violencg
were often done out of pure sadism. They were a favorite et
tertainment of the Klansmen.

A better knowledge of the Klan can be gained and a bett
judgment formulated by quoting the speech made by Sen
tor Sherman of Ohio in the Senate in March, 1871.
there,” asked Sherman, “a Senator who can name—in searc|
ing through the crimes committed through the ages—an assod
ciation or gang whose acts and designs are more diabolical of
criminal than those of the Ku Klux Klan? The Ku Klux Kl ]
is a secret association, formed on oath, and whose membe
murder, steal, pillage, bully, insult, and threaten. They comy
mit these crimes not against the strong and the rich bu§
against the poor, the weak, the harmless, and the defenseless.

Yet the Klan lived and “worked” for forty-odd years with
out too much sensation. '

-

The New Klan

It was in October, 1915, that William Joseph Simmons, thd
new “Emperor” of the Klan, together with thirty-four of hif
friends, brought the KKK to the American scene again. It§
program was 100 per cent Americanism, that is to say, antif
Catholic, anti-Semite, anti-worker, and anti-Negro.

It is to be noted that it was following the Civil War and
the emancipation of the Blacks that the old Ku Klux Klas
saw the light of day, its aim being to bar the freed people’s
way to a social life. During the World War, America enliste
in its army and navy hundreds of thousands of Blacks whi
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were given promises of social and political refprms .and who,
having made the same sacrifices as the Whites, timorously
claimed the same rights. A situation equivalent to “second
smancipation.” Thereupon the new Klan sprang up. )

It was again in the Southern United States—region of big
planters and antiabolitionists, the cradle of serfdom ang
lynching, the motherland of the old Klan—that “Emperor
simmons founded the new “invisible Empire.” To an
interviewer, William Joseph Simmons said regarding its ob-
jectives, “We are convinced that to ensure the supremacy of
the white race we must wrest from the Blacks the franchises
which have been granted them. The Lord’s will is that the
white race shall be superior, and it was by a decree of Provi-
dence that Negroes were created slaves.” .

Soon after the resurrection of the Klan, more than 'elghty
beatings-up were recorded in the state of Texas alone, in one
year, and ninety-six lynchings. .

The Klan flourished especially in Georgia, Mississippi,
Texas, Alabama, and Arkansas. It was in those states that the
victims of lynching were most numerous. In 1919, t_he Ku
Klux Klan burned alive four Negroes in Georgia, two in Mis-
sissippi, and one in Texas. It lynched twenty-two_Neg_roes in
Gieorgia, twelve in Mississippi, ten in Arkansas, eight in Ala-
bama, and three in Texas.

It attacked or pulled down jails to lynch the Negroes who
were kept in custody there five times in Georgia, th;'ee in Al-
abama, three in Mississippi, three in Texas, and twice in Ar-
kansas. Tt lynched twelve women in Mississippi, seven m.Ala-
hama, six in Texas, five in Arkansas, and five in Georgia. It
burned, hanged, drowned, or shot down nine Negro former
irmed service personnel. The Klan carried out other lynch-
ings in other States, but we want to quote only definite
dgures,

The Decline of the Ku Klux Klan

The Klan is for many reasons doomed to disappear.

1. The Negroes, having learned during the war .that they
are a force if united, are no longer allowing their kmsrr}en to
b beaten or murdered with impunity. They are replymg to
2ach attempt at violence by the Klan. In July, 1919, in Wash-
'ngton, they stood up to the Klan and a wild mob. The battle
Taged in the capital for four days. In August, they fought for
five days against the Klan and the mob in Chicago. Seven reg-
'ments were mobilized to restore order. In September, the
8Overnment was obliged to send federal troops to Omaha to
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put down similar strife. In various other States the Negrog
defended themselves no less energetically. 1

2. Like its predecessor, the new Klan has so shocked
public opinion by its excesses that those who had approved o]
or joined it at the beginning are leaving it. Its internal quard
rels, its scandals and financial frauds ended by sickening eved
the most indifferent and most tolerant people. The Senate had
been compelled to prosecute it. Even bourgeois newspape
such as the New York World, The Chicago Defender, etc
are attacking it. 1

3. Its “100 per cent Americanism™ and its antiworkerisn§
group it against 20 million American Catholics, 3 millon
Jews, 20 million foreigners, 12 million Negroes, all decené
Americans, the whole working class of America. p

At the last congress of Negro Associations, the following
motion was carried: “We declare the Ku Klux Klan arg
enemy of Humanity; we declare that we are determined tog
fight it to the end and to make common cause with all the
foreign workmen in America as well as with all those whoy
are persecuted by it.” 1

On the other hand, the emigration of Negroes from the agH
ricultural South to the industrial North has forced the pland
ters—threatened with ruin through shortage of manpower—4
to alleviate the lot of the black workmen, and, consequently$
to condemn more and more often the methods and acts of
violence of their agent: the Klan. i

4. Finally, the Ku Klux Klan has all the defects of clandes 4
tine and reactionary organizations without their qualities. Tt
has the mysticism of Freemasonry, the mummeries of Cathol
icism, the brutality of Fascism, the illegality of its 568 var<
ious associations, but it has neither doctrine, nor program,}
nor vitality, nor discipline, 2

Part Two

THE COMINTERN WAY
(1924-30)




LENIN AND THE EAST*

“iie First International laid the foundation for the internation-
i Communist movement, but because of its short existence,
.+ eould formulate for the movement only the basic lines of
action. Hence, the question of colonies was not thoroughly
siudied by the First International.

As for the Second International, with its representatives
.uch as MacDonald, Vandervelde, Henderson, and Blum, etc.,
i+ paid only too much attention to this question. Its leaders
iid not sympathize with the struggle for self-liberation waged
vy the colonial peoples. Besides, after coming to office, Mac-
“onald was no less active than Baldwin and Chamberlain in
sippressing the peoples of India, the Sudan, and other colo-
‘ies who courageously opposed their foreign oppressors.

On the orders of these gentlemen, native villages were
5ombed and colonial peoples suppressed in a ruthless and
~ruel manner that no words can depict. Everybody knows
that the opportunists have carried out a policy of segregating
he white workers from the colored workers, that the trade
unions, under the influence of these wily socialists, do not
~ant to admit workers of different color into their ranks. The
“lonial policy of the Second International has more than
inything else laid bare the true face of this petit-bourgeois
rganization. Hence, until the October Revolution, socialist
theories were regarded as theories particularly reserved for
*he Whites, a new tool for deceit and exploitation. Lenin
“pened a new era, which is truly revolutionary, in various
colonies,

Lenin was the first man determinedly to denounce all prej-
adices against colonial peoples, which have been deeply im-
vlanted in the minds of many European and American work-
©rs. Lenin’s theses on the question of nationalities, approved

* Printed in Le Sifflet (Paris), January 21, 1926.
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by International Communism, have brought about a momen4
tous revolution in all oppressed countries throughout
world.

Lenin was the first to realize and emphasize the full impor+4§
tance of a correct solution to the colonial question as a cond
tribution to the world revolution. The colonial question hagf
been brought to the fore in all congresses of International
Communism, the world trade-union body, and the Interna-§
tional Communist Youth.

ment. He was the first to realize that without the participad
tion of the colonial peoples, the socialist revolution could nof
come about, 1

With his inborn clearsightedness, Lenin realized that in
order to carry out work in the colonies successfully, it was
necessary to know how to take full advantage of the nationa i
liberation movement which was gaining ground in thesel
countries; he realized that with the support of the world pro4
letariat for this movement we will have new, strong allies in
the struggle for the socialist revolution.

All delegates of colonial countries who have taken part ir§
various congresses of International Communism will neveg
forget the concern that Lenin, their leader and comrade, d
played for them. They will forever remember with what in ,
sight he looked into the conditions of the most complex tasksg

are his teachings.

Only Lenin’s wise attitude toward the colonial question car}
arouse the most backward colonial peoples. Lenin’s strategyl
on this question is applied by various Communist Parties
the world, and has won over the best and most positive ele-

Lenin’s solution of the very complex question of nationalid
ties in Soviet Russia, and its practical application by the
Communist Party, is the sharpest propaganda weapon for th
colonies. "

With regard to oppressed and enslaved peoples, Lening
brought about a turn in the history of poverty of their slaved
like lives and symbolized a bright future,

[
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REPORT ON THE NATIONAL AND
COLONIAL QUESTIONS AT THE FIFTH
CONGRESS OF THE COMMUNIST
INTERNATIONAL*

Comrades, I only wish to put forward some suggestions about
Comrade Manuilsky’st criticisms of our policy on the colo-
nial question. But before entering upon the matter, it is de-
sirable to give some statistics in order to help us to see its
importance more clearly.

MOTHER COUNTRIES COLONIES

COUNTRIES (s(;Rfr?]) POPULATION (SC;R;:]) POPULATION
Creat Britain 151,000 45,500,000 34,910,000 403,600,000
France 536,000 39,600,000 10,250,000 55,600,000
The United States 9,420,000 100,000,000 1,850,000 12,000,000
Spain 504,500 20,700,000 371,600 853,000
‘taly 286,600 38,500,000 1,460,000 1,623,000
Japan 418,000 57,070,000 288,000 21,249,000
Belgium 29,500 7,642,000 2,400,000 8,500,000
;?or!ugal 92,000 5,545,000 2,062,000 8,738,000
Holland 32,500 6,700,000 2,046,000 48,030,000

~ Therefore, nine countries, with a population of 320,-
%57,000 and an area of 11,470,200 square kilometers, are ex-
ploiting colonies embracing dozens of nationalities, with a
Sopulation of 560,193,000 and covering an area of 55,-
737,000 square kilometers. The whole arca of the colonies is
“ve times greater than that of the mother countries, and the

* Held in Moscow from June 17 to July 8, 1924,
ot D Z. Manuilsky (1883-1959), an outstanding militant of the Com-
™unist Party of the Soviet Union, who at the Fifth Congress of the
‘1 j’HI{r_nunist International delivered a report on national and colonial
Huestions,
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whole population of the mother countries amounts to less ]

than three-fifths of that of the colonies.

These figures are still more striking if the biggest imperial- ‘
ist countries are taken separately. The British colonies taken §

as a whole are eight-and-a-half times more populous and

about 232 times bigger than Great Britain. France occupies

an area nineteen times bigger than her own. The population 1
of the French colonies exceeds that of France by 16,600,000, 1

Thus, it is not an exaggeration to say that so long as the 4§

French and British Communist Parties have not brought out j

a really progressive policy with regard to the colonies, have §

not come into contact with the colonial peoples, their pro-

gram as a whole is and will be ineffective because it goes %

counter to Leninism. I will explain myself more clearly. In

his speech on Lenin and the national question, Comrade Sta-
lin said that the reformists and leaders of the Second Interna- §
tional dared not align the white people of the colonies with §
their colored counterparts. Lenin also refused to recognize §
this division and pushed aside the obstacle separating the civi- §

lized slaves of imperialism from the uncivilized slaves.

According to Lenin, the victory of the revolution in West-
ern Europe depended on its close contact with the liberation §
movement against imperialism in enslaved colonies and with
the national question, both of which form a part of the com- |

mon problem of the proletarian revolution and dictatorship.

Later, Comrade Stalin spoke of the viewpoint which held
that the European proletarians can achieve success without a §
direct alliance with the liberation movement in the colonies.
And he considered this a counterrevolutionary viewpoint. But §
if we judge from practice to make our theoretical examina- §
tion, we are entitled to say that our big Parties, excepting the
Soviet Communist Party, still hold the above-mentioned view- §

point because they are inactive in this mater.

What have the bourgeois class in the colonialist countries 4

done toward oppressing so many people enslaved by them? }

They have done everything. Using the means given them .by s
the State administrative machine, they have carried out an in-
tense propaganda. They have crammed the heads of the peo- §
ple of the mother countries with speeches, films, newspapers, j
exhibitions, and every other means so that they have a colo- 1
nialist outlook; they have displayed before their eyes pictures &
of the easy, honorable, and rich life which seems to await 3

them in the colonies.

'As for our Communist Parties in Great Britain, Holland,

Belgium, and other countries—what have they done to cope

with the colonial invasions perpetrated by the bourgeois class
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of their countries? What have they done from the day they
accepted Lenin’s political program to educate the working
class of their countries in the spirit of just internationalism,
and that of close contact with the working masses in the colo-
nies? What our Parties have done in this domain is almost
worthless. As for me, I was born in a French colony, and am
a member of the French Communist Party, and I am very
sorry to say that our Communist Party has done hardly any-
thing for the colonies.

It is the task of the Communist newspapers to introduce
the colonial question to our militants to awaken the working
masses in the colonies, win them over to the cause of Com-~
munism, but what have our newspapers done? Nothing at all.

If we compare the number of columns devoted to the colo-
nial question in the bourgeois newspapers such as The Times,
Figaro, Evre or in those of different opinions such as Le Po-
pulaire, or Liberry, with those devoted to the same question
in ’Humanité, the central organ of our Party, we are bound
1o say that this comparison will not be favorable to us.

When the Ministry of Colonies worked out a plan for
transforming many African regions into large private planta-
tions and turning the people of these regions into veritable
slaves attached to the new employers’ land, our newspapers
still remained silent. In the French West African colonies,
forcible measures for enlistment unknown for centuries were
carried out, and yet our newspapers maintained a close si-
lence. The colonialist authorities in Indochina turned them-
selves into slave traders and sold the inhabitants of North
Viet-Nam to planters in the Pacific islands; they lengthened
the natives’ military service from two to four years; they sold
the greater part of the colonial land to financier sharks; they
increased taxes by a further 30 per cent in spite of the na-
tives’ inability to pay the old ones. And all this was done
while the natives were being driven to bankruptcy and dying
of hunger through flood. However, our newspapers still main-
tained silence. Thus, it is no wonder that the natives are
inclined to side with organizations for democracy and free-
dom, such as the Society for the Rights of Man and the Citi-
zen, together with other, similar organizations which take
care of them or pretend to take care of them.

If we go even further, we shall see incredible things, mak-
ing everybody think that our Party has a disregard for all
that concerns the colonies. For instance: 'Humanité did not
publish the International Peasants’ Appeal to the people of
the colonies issued by the Communist International.
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Prior to the Lyons conference,* the items listed for debate }
covered all political programs except that on the colonial §
question. PHumanité carried many articles on the Senegal }
boxer Siki’s success, but did not raise its voice when the
dockers at Dakar port, Siki’s brothers, were arrested in the

middle of their work, tied hand and foot, hauled on to lorries §
and taken to jail. Later they were sent to the garrisons to be |
turned into “defenders of civilization,” that is to say, into sol-

diers. The central organ of our Party daily informed our 3
readers of the feats of the pilot Uadi, who flew from Paris to
Indochina. But when the colonial administration pillaged the

people of “Dai Nam,”t robbed them of their fields to give

them to the French profiteers, sent out bombers with orders A
to the pilots to teach reason to the pitiful and despoiled local
people, the organ of our Party did not find it necessary to g

bring this news to the knowledge of its readers.

Comrades, the press of the French bourgeoisie has realized
that the national question cannot be separated from the colo- ‘§
nial question. In my opinion, our Party has not thoroughly 3
understood this. The lessons of the Ruhr, when the native ‘g

troops who were sent out “to comfort” the starving German

workers, encircled the suspected French regiments; the exam-
ple of the Eastern troops,} in which the native forces were §
given machine guns “to mobhilize the spirit” of the French
troops worn out by the hard and protracted war; the events ]
which occurred in 1917 at places where Russian troops were §
stationed in France;§ the lesson of the strike of agricultural §

* The Third Congress of the French Communist Party was held at
Lyons in January, 1924, The main problem debated at the Congress 3

was the question of ideological struggle in the Party, its strengthening,
and the elimination of alien elements. j
+ Name used for Viet-Nam under feudal rule.

t Troops press-ganged from among the various colonial peoples for
the purpose of repressing revolutionary movements in the colonies and §
even in the metropolitan countries themselves. (For example, when a§
large-scale mutiny broke out in the French Army in 1917, after the i§
collapse of an offensive led by the inept General Nivelle, the French C
used battalions of Tonkinese tirailleurs to put down the rebels. As
Vietnamese they could be trusted to shoot into French troops, while a;;
French mainland unit might have hesitated to fire upon fellow French-§

men.—ED.) H
§ During World War I, the Czarist government sent an expeditionary §
corps to France. In 1917, its soldiers protested against the war for the

defense of the interests of the bourgeoisie. They set up Soviets and§
demanded their repatriation. Fearing that the Russian soldiers’ revolu—‘

tionary ideas might spread to the French Army, the French High Com-§
mand moved the Russian corps out of their positions and sent them to#
the Lacourtine concentration camp, where they were surrounded by 4
barbed wire and guarded by Senegalese and Touareg units. This led to
the disarming of the Russian corps. 3
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workers in the Pyrenees where native troops were forced to
play the shameful part of saboteurs; and finally the presence
of 207,000 colonial troops in France itself—all these have
not made our Party think, have not made our Party find it
necessary to lay down a clear and firm policy on colonial
questions. The Party has missed many good opportunities for
propaganda. The pew leading organs of the Party have ac-
knowledged that the Party is in a corner over this question.
This is good sign, because once the leaders of the Party have
realized and recognized this weak point in the Party’s policy,
there is hope that the Party will do its utmost to rectify its
errors. I firmly believe that this Congress will be the turning
point and will urge the Party to correct its past shortcomings.
Although Comrade Manuilsky is quite right in his remarks
on the elections in Algeria, to be objective, I must say that it
is true that our Party has committed errors here but has cor-
rected them by nominating colonial representatives as candi-
dates in the elections for the Seine department. Though this is
still too little, it is fairly satisfactory as a beginning. I am
very happy to see that at present our Party is again filled with
the best intentions and enthusiasm, and that it needs only to
be strengthened by practical deeds to be brought to a correct
policy on the colonial question.

What are these practical deeds? To work out long political
programs and pass high-sounding resolutions which are, after
the Congress, sent to the museum, as has always been done in
the past, is not enough. We must adopt concrete measures. I
propose the following points:

1. To publish in 'Humanité a new feature of at least two
columns weekly devoted to regular coverage of colonial ques-
tions.

2. To increase propaganda and choose Party members
among the natives of the colonial countries in which there
are already branches of the Communist International.

3. To send comrades from the colonial countries to study
at the Eastern Communist University in Moscow.

4. To come to an agreement with the United General Con-
f}ederation of Labor on the organization of working people
from colonial countries working in France.

5. To set Party members the task of paying more attention

io colonial questions.
_In my opinion, these proposals are national, and if the
{Communist International and delegates of our Party approve
them, I believe that at the Sixth Congress the French Com-
munist Party will be able to say that the united front of the
masses of the metropolitan country and colonies has become
@ reality.
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Comrades, as Lenin’s disciples, we must concentrate all ourf
forces and energies on colonial questions as on all other ques-§
tions in order to implement Lenin’s teachings. g

The French colonies occupy an area of 10,241,510 square’§
kilometers, with 55,571,000 inhabitants scattered over four }
continents. In spite of the differences in races, climates, cus-
toms, traditions, and economic and social development, there §
are two common points that make them alike and can later 3
bring about unity in the common struggle: (1) The economic §
situation: In all the French colonies, industry and commerce
are little developed and the majority of the population are en-
gaged in agriculture. Ninety-five per cent of the population
are peasants. (2) In all the colonies, the native peoples are }
unremittingly exploited by French imperialist capital. i

I have not enough time to make a thorough analysis of the §
situation of the peasants in each colony. Therefore, I shall ;
take only a few typical examples to give an idea of the peas-
ants’ life in the colonies. A

I shall begin with my country, Indochina, which naturally 1§
know better than the other colonies.
When France occupied this colony, the war drove the peas-4
ants away from their villages. Later, on their return, they#
found their lands occupied by the colonists who had followed$
in the wake of the victorious army. They had shared amongi
themselves the land the native peasants had cultivated forg
generations. In consequence the Annamese peasants were
turned into serfs and forced to cultivate their own lands for}
foreign masters.
Numerous unfortunates who could not suffer the extremelyy
hard conditions imposed by the occupiers left their lands and]
wandered about the country. They were called “pirates” by
the French, who sought every means to prosecute them.
The lands thieved in this way were allotted to the plantersy
They needed merely to say a word in order to get tracts o
land sometimes covering more than 20,000 or 25,000 hecH
tares.
These planters not only occupied lands without any payy
ment but also obtained all that was necessary to exploit those§
lands, including labor. The administration allowed them td
make use of a number of prisoners without any payment, O
ordered the communes to supply them with manpower. 1
Besides these wolves and the administration, the Catholid}
Mission is to be mentioned. The Catholic Mission alone occus
pied one-quarter of the areas under cultivation in Cochinchid
na. To secure for itseif all those lands, it used every imaginaf
ble and unimaginable method, including bribery, fraud, and
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coercion. Here are a few examples. Availing itself of crop
failures, it gave the peasants loans, with their rice fields on
mortgage. Because the interest rates were too high, the peas-
ants were unable to get out of debt and had to cede their
mortgaged fields outright to the Mission. Using all kinds of
underhand methods, the Mission did its utmost to find out se-
cret information that could be harmful to the authorities. It
used this information as a threat to force the authorities to
comply with its will. Together with the big capitalists, the
Mission founded companies for the exploitation of the plan-
jations, which were occupied without any payment, and the
lands stolen from the peasants. The henchmen of the Mission
held high positions in the government. The Mission exploited
believers no less ruthlessly than the planters. Another of its
tricks was to get together poor people and force them to re-
claim wasteland with promises that once the land was cultivat-
ed it would be divided among the peasants. But as soon as
the land was reclaimed and the crops about to be harvested,
the Mission declared that the land belonged to it and drove
out those who had toiled to make it productive. Robbed by
their “protectors” (Catholic or non-Catholic), the Annamese
peasants were not even left in peace to work on their remain-
ing tiny plots of land. The land registry service carried out a
fraudulent cadastral survey to make the peasants pay more
raxes. These increased every year. Recently, after occupying
thousands of hectares of land belonging to the Annamese
highlanders to give them to the profiteers, the authorities sent
airplanes to the place so that the victims dared not think of
rebelling,

~ The despoiled peasants, ruined and driven away, again
found ways and means to reclaim virgin land. But once it
was under cultivation, the administration would seize it and
nblige them to buy it at prices fixed by the administration.
Fhose unable to pay would be driven out pitilessly.

~ Last year, the country was devastated by floods; however,
innd taxes increased 30 per cent.

In addition to the iniquitous taxes that ruin them, the peas-
«nts still have to go on corvée, pay poll tax, salt tax, buy gov-
“rnment bonds, subscribe to various funds and many other
things, and sign unequal contracts, etc.

French capitalists in Algeria, Tunisia, and Morocco have
“urried out the same policy of robbery and exploitation. All
the good irrigated land was kept for the French. The natives
were driven away to areas at the foot of the mountains or to
arid spots. The financial companies, profiteers, and high func-
tionaries divided the land in the colonies among themselves.
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Through direct and indirect operations, the banks in Alge-
ria and Tunisia in 1914 made 12,258,000 francs profit from
a capital of 25 million francs. The Bank of Morocco, with a §
capital of 15,400,000 francs, made 1,753,000 francs profit in §
1921. i
The French Algerian Company has occupied 324,000 hec-
tares of the best land. The Algerian General Company has j
occupied 100,000 hectares. A private company has occupied ;
50,000 hectares of forest without any payment, while the §
Capziere phosphate and railway company has occupied 50,-
000 hectares of land rich in ores, and in addition has secured ' A
priority rights over 20,000 hectares of land in its neighbor- 3
hood. A former French deputy has occupied a plantation 3
covering 1,125 hectares of land, with mines to the value of §
10 million francs, producing a yearly income of 4 million :
francs. The natives, the real owners of these mines, receive |
annually only one-tenth of a franc per hectare. 1

French colonial policy has abolished the right of collective }
ownership and replaced it by private ownership. It has also | i
abolished small ownership to the advantage of big ownership §
of the plantations. This policy has incurred for the native
peasants the loss of 5 million hectares of their best land. b

In 15 years, the peasants in Kabylia were robbed of 192, -"
090 hectares. :

From 1913, each year the Moroccan peasants were robbed
of 12,000 hectares of land under cultivation. Since France
was victorious in the war “for justice,” that figure has risen to §
14,540 hectares. ;

At present, there are in Morocco only 1,070 French peo- b
ple, but they occupy 500,000 hectares of land.

Like their Annamese peasant brothers and sisters, the peas- “"
ants in Africa lead an unbearably hard life, going on corvé
all the time and paying heavy taxes. Their misery and suffer-§
ings are indescribable. Due to shortage of food, they have to§
eat wild vegetables and grasses or rotten rice and consequent-
ly are infected with typhus and tuberculosis. Even in goodj
harvest years, peasants are seen turning up rubbish heaps,
disputing food remnants with dogs. In lean years, the corpses» ’
of peasants dead of starvation are seen everywhere in thej
fields and on the highways. 3

The peasants’ life in West Africa and French Equatoria \"
Africa is still more frlghtful These colonies are in the handsj
of about forty companies. They occupy everything: land andj
fields, natural resources, and even the natives’ lives; the latte y
lack even the right to work for themselves. They are com-
pelled to work for the companies, all the time, and only for}
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the companies. To force them to work for nothing, incredible
raeans of coercion are used by the companies. All lands and
fields are confiscated. Only those who agree to do the farming
required by the companies are allowed to have some tiny
plots of land. People are affected with all kinds of diseases
throygh malnutrition, and the death rate, especially among
the children, is very high.

Another method is to make old people, women, and chil-
dren work as servants. They are lodged in small huts, ill-treat-
od, beaten, ill-fed, and sometimes murdered. In some locali-
ties the number of permanent servants is kept about equal to
the number of workers in order to discourage the latter from
running away. So that work in the plantations shall not
suffer, the natives are forbidden to work their own land in
good time. Therefore, famine and epidemics occur very
often, wreaking havoc in the colonies.

The few tribes who have fled to the forests and succeeded
in escaping the planters’ exploitation live like animals, feed-
ing on roots and leaves, and die from malaria and the un-
wholesome climate. Meanwhile, the white masters are devas-
‘ating their fields and villages. The following is an excerpt
from an officer’s diary describing briefly but clearly the
‘epression of the colonial peasants:

Raid on Colover village.

Raid on the Fan tribe at Cuno. Villages and gardens destroyed.

Raid on Becanit village. Village burned down; 3,000 banana
trees cut down.

Raid on Kwa village. Village destroyed. Gardens and farms
razed to the ground.

Raid on Abimaphan village. All houses burned down, all gar-
dens and farms destroyed.

Raid on Examphami village. Village destroyed. The whole
commune along Bom river burned down.

The same system of pillage, extermination, and destruction

rrevails in the African regions under Italian, Spanish, Briti$h,

'« Portuguese rule.

In the Belgian Congo, the population in 1891 was 25 mil-
#on, but it had fallen to eight-and-a-half million by 1911.
‘le Hereros and Cama tribes in the former German colonies

i Africa were completely exterminated. A total of 80,000
were killed under German rule, and 15,000 were killed dur-
12 the “pacification” period in 1914. The population of the

'Ftnch Congo was 20,000 in 1894, It was only 9,700 in

l1 In one province there were 10,000 inhabitants in 1910.
sght years later there remained only 1,080, In another prov-
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ince with 40,000 black inhabitants, in only two years 20,0004
people were killed, and in the following six months 6,0004
more were killed or disabled. 4
The densely populated regions bordering the rivers were
turned into deserts within a matter of fifteen years. Bleacheds
bones were scattered throughout the ravaged oases and vi
lages. 3
The life of the survivors was atrocious in the extreme. Thej
peasants were robbed of the tiny plots of land allowed themj
by the companies, the artisans lost their crafts, and the breed-
ers their cattle, The Matabélés were cattle breeders. Beforeg
the arrival of the British, they had 200,000 cattle. Two yearsj
later only 40,900 were left. The Hereros had 90,000 cattle.g
Within 12 years the German colonists had robbed them ofg
half. Similar cases are numerous in all the black countries
which came into contact with the Whites® civilization. ]
In conclusion, I quote the African writer René Maran, au
thor of Batuala, who said: 3
Equatorial Africa was a densely populated area, rich in rubber
There were here all kinds of gardens and farms with plenty Off
poultry and goats. After only seven years everything was des
stroyed. Villages were in ruins, gardens and farms laid wastey]
poultry and goats killed. The inhabitants grew weak becaus
they had to work beyond their strength and without any pa p
ment. They were thus not sufficiently strong and lacked the
time to work their fields. Diseases broke out, famine appearedy
the death rate increased. We should know that they are the deg
scendants of strong and healthy tribes imbued with an enduring
and tempered fighting spirit. Here, there is nothing left that
be called civilization. . . .

To complete this tragic picture, I want to add one poin i
French capitalists have never hesitated to drive each region i
turn to famine if it might be of advantage to them. In many
colonial countries, e.g., the Reunion Islands, Algeria, Madaj
gascar, etc., the inhabitants are no longer allowed to grow cdl
reals but have to grow other crops required by French ind o
try. These crops are more profitable to the planters. And thi
has caused the cost of living in the colonies to rise and ofteji
brings about famine. 3

In all the French colonies, famine is on the increase and
is the people’s hatred. The native peasants are ripe for insuj
rection, In many colonies, they have risen many times by
their uprisings have all been drowned in blood. If at preses
the peasants still have a passive attitude, the reason is thy
they still lack organization and leaders. The Communist 1§
ternational must help them to revolution and liberation. ‘
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FRENCH COLONIZATION ON TRIAL

BLOOD TAX

War and the “Natives”

Before 1914, they were only dirty Negroes and dirty An-
namese, at the best only good for pulling rickshaws and re-
ceiving blows from our administrators. With the declaration
of the joyful new war, they became the “dear children” and
“brave friends” of our paternal and tender administrators and
of our governors—more or less general. They (the natives)
were all at once promoted to the supreme rank of “defenders
of law and liberty.” This sudden honor cost them rather dear,
however, for in order to defend that law and that liberty of
which they themselves are deprived, they had suddenly to
leave their rice ficlds or their sheep, their children and their
wives, in order to cross oceans and go and rot on the battle-
fields of Europe. During the crossing, many natives, after
being invited to watch the wonderful spectacle of the scientif-
ic demonstration of torpedoing, sank beneath the waves to
defend the fatherland of the marine monsters. Others left
their skins in the poetic desert of the Balkans, wondering
whether the motherland intended to enter the Harem of the
Turk as first wife; otherwise, why should they have been sent
10 get killed in these countries? Yet others, on the banks of
the Marne or in the mud of Champagne, heroically allowed
lh_ﬁmselves to be massacred to water the laurels of the chiefs
with their blood and to sculpture the marshals’ batons with
their hones.

Finally, those who toiled at the rear, in monstrous gunpow-
der factories, though they didn't breathe the “Boches’”
asphyxiating gases, were subject to the glowing red vapors of
the French, which amounts to the same thing, because the
poor devils coughed up their lungs just as if they had been
gassed.

_ All told, 700,000 natives came to France, and of this num-
der 80,000 will never again see the sun of their country!
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Volunteering

Here is what a colleague tells us: The native proletariat of

Indochina, since time immemorial squeezed in the form of J

taxes, forced payments, corvées of all kinds, and the compul- |

sory purchase of spirits and opium, has had, since 1915-16, 3

to put up with volunteering.

The events of the last few years have provided the pretext,

throughout the length and breadth of the country, for big
roundups of human material quartered under the most varied §

appellations: sharpshooters, skilled workmen, unskilled work- 4

men, etc.

In the opinion of all impartial competent bodies called ;

upon to make use in Europe of the Asian human material, §
this material did not produce results justifying the huge ex-
penses that its transport and keep entailed.

And then, the chase after the said human material, called
for the occasion “volunteers” (a dreadfully ironic word),
gives rise to the most scandalous abuse.

Here is how this voluntary recruitment is done: the satrap,
which every Indochina Resident is, informs his mandarins
thab within a fixed period his province must supply such and

such a number of men. The means are of small importance.

It is up to the mandarins to find a way. As for being in the |
know, they certainly are, those fellows, where coining money |
is concerned.

They begin by picking up hale and hearty individuals with- §

out resources, who are sacrificed without recourse. After- |
wards, they call on sons of wealthy families; if they prove j

stubborn, it is easy enough to find an opportunity to make §

trouble for them or their families, and, if need be, to im- 4

prison them until they have solved the following dilemma: §
volunteer or finance.

It can be seen that people picked up in such circumstances §

are lacking in any enthusiasm for the job they are destined to §

perform. No sooner are they in barracks than they watch for §

the smallest opportunity to escape.

Others, unable to ward off their sad fate, catch the most i

serious diseases, the most common of which is purulent con- d

junctivitis, caused by rubbing the eyes with various ingre-7
dients, ranging from quicklime to gonorrheal discharge. 3

Notwithstanding, having promised mandarinal ranks to In-
dochinese volunteers who survived and posthumous titles to
those who died “for the fatherland,” the government general ]
of Indochina continued its declaration thus: “You enlisted en§
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masse, you have unhesitatingly left your native soil to which
you are nevertheless very attached; you, tirailleurs, to give
your blood; you, workers, to give your arms.”

If the Annamese were so delighted to be soldiers, why
were some taken to the chief towns in chains, and others,
while awaiting embarkation, were shut in a Saigon college,
under the eye of French sentinels with fixed bayonets and
foaded rifles? The bloody demonstrations in Cambodia, the
uprisings in Saigon, Bicn Hoa, and elsewhere, were they thus
a display of the eagerness to enlist “en masse” and “unhesita-
tingly”?

Escapes and desertions (there were 50 per cent in the re-
serves) provoked pitiless repression, and the latter, revolts
which were stifled in blood.

The government general took good care to add that, of
course, in order to deserve the “obvious benevolence” and
“great kindness” of the Administration, “You [Indochinese
soldiers] must behave well and not give rise to any displeas-
ure.”

The commander-in-chief of the troops in Indochina took
another precaution: on each recruit’s back or wrist he had an
indelible number written with a solution of nitrate of silver.

As in Europe, the great poverty of some is the cause of
profit for others: professional stripe wearers, for whom the
windfall of recruiting and officering natives enables them to
keep away from the perilous operations in Europe as long as
possible; suppliers who get rich quickly by letting the unfor-
tunate recruits die of hunger; and market keepers, who carry
out shady deals in connivance with officials.

Let us add, in this connection, that there exists another
kind of volunteering: volunteering to subscribe to various
loans. An identical procedure. Whoever owns anything is li-
able to subscribe. Means of persuasion and coercion of a
kind which force everyone to comply are employed against
the recalcitrants.

As most of our Asian subscribers are completely unaware
of our financial machinery, they consider the installments
paid for the loans as new taxes and consider the bonds as of
10 greater value than receipts.

Let us see now how volunteering has been organized in
other colonies. .

Let us take, for example, West Africa, where commanding
officers, accompanied by their armed forces, went from vil-
lage to village to oblige local notables to supply them
immediately with the number of men they wanted to recruit.
Didn’t one commanding officer think it ingenious, in order to
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induce young Senegalese, who were running away from him,
to leave their hiding place and wear the military cap, by tor-3
turing their parents? Didn’t he arrest old people, pregnant]
women, and young girls, making them take off their clothes §
which were burned before their eyes? Naked and bound, the §
unfortunate victims were flogged as they ran through the dis-
trict at a trot, to “provide an example”! A woman carrying §
her baby on her back had to beg to have one hand freed to |
keep her child balanced. Two old people fainted on the way; §
young girls, terrified at such cruelty, had their periods for the §
first time; a pregnant woman gave premature birth to a still-§
born child; another gave birth to a blind baby. 3

Recruiting procedure was, furthermore, carried on in var-§
jous ways. The following was particularly expeditious: A ]
rope was strung across one end of the main strcet in a village,
and another rope at the other end. And all the Negroes who §
were between the two ropes at that particular time were auto- §
matically enlisted. 4

On March 3, 1923, at midday, wrote a witness, the quays 1
of Rufisque and Dakar were surrounded by mounted police,
and all the natives working there were picked up. As these 4
fellows didn’t seem much inclined to go at once and defend §
civilization, they were invited to step into trucks which took 4
them to prison. From there, after they had had time to
change their minds, they were taken to the barracks. There,
after patriotic ceremonies, twenty-nine volunteers were pro- 4
claimed future heroes for the next list. All of them were now j
thoroughly keen to return the Ruhr to the Motherland. j

“But,” wrote General Mangin, who knew them well, they
are troops “to be consumed before winter.”

We have in our possession a letter from a native of Dahom- §
ey, an ex-soldier who did his “duty” in the just war. A few
extracts from that letter will show you how the “Batouala”}
are protected and in what manner our colonial administrators§
manufacture the native loyalism which ornaments all thej
official speeches and feeds all the articles of the Regimansets ]
and the Hausers of all calibers. 1

“In 1915,” says the letter, “during the enforced recruit-
ment ordered by Mr. Noufflard, Governor of Dahomey, my
village was pillaged and burned down by police agents and|
guards of the Club. During this pillage and burning, all that I3
owned in the way of possessions was taken away from me.}
Nevertheless, 1 was enlisted by force and, notwithstanding the
shocking outrage of which I was a victim, I did my duty onj
the French front. I was wounded on the Aisne. ]
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“Now that the war is ended, I am going back to my coun-
iry, homeless and penniless.

“This is what has been stolen from me:

1,000 francs in cash

12 pigs

15 sheep

10 goats

60 chickens

8 loincloths

5 jackets
10 pairs of trousers

7 headdresses

1 silver chain

2 trunks containing various objects.

“Here are the names of comrades living in my district who
were forcibly enrolled on the same day as me, and whose
houses were pillaged and burned. [Seven names follow.]

“Many are the victims of these feats of arms of Mr. Gov-
ernor Noufflard, but I do not know their names to give you
them today. . . .”

Wilhelm’s “Boches” couln’t have done better.

The Fruit of Sacrifice

As soon as the guns had had their fill of black or yellow
cannon fodder, the loving declarations of our leaders were
magically silenced, and Negroes and Annamese automatically
necame people of a “dirty race.”

As a memento of services rendered, before re-embarking at
Marseilles, weren’t the Annamese robbed of all they pos-
sessed: new clothes bought at their own expense, watches,
souvenirs of all kinds, etc.? Weren't they submitted to the
control of brutes who struck them without reason? Weren’t
‘h.ey fed like pigs and made to sleep as such in damp holds,
without bunks, without air, without light? Back in their coun-
ry, weren’t they warmly welcomed by this patriotic speech
Oy a grateful administrator: “You have defended the mother-
fpi:/ld,’that is good. Now we don’t need you any more, go
4V ay_”

And the former “poilus”—or what remained of them—af-
'er valiantly defending right and justice, returned empty-hand-
j?’d to their indigenous state where right and justice are un-
Anown,
mAccording to Indochinese newspapers, opium-house li-
:*»‘nses are granted to widows of French soldiers killed in the
¥ar and to French war-wounded.
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In this way, the colonial government has in one stroki
committed two outrages against humanity. On the one hand
it doesn’t want to do its own dirty work as a poisoner but 3
wants to associate with it its poor victims of fratrici
butchery. On the other, it values so low the lives and blood
of its dupes that it considers it is paying sufficiently for thé
loss of a limb or mourning for a husband by throwing then
this rotten bone. A

We do not doubt that the war-wounded and war widowy
will spurn this repugnant offer, spitting their indignation i
the face of its author; and we are sure that the civilized
world and the good Frenchmen are on our side in condemnd
ing the sharks of the colonies who do not hesitate to poison &
whole race to line their pockets. ;

Festival at Bien Hoa

According to an Annamese custom, if in a village someoné}
dies, the rice huskers must show that they respect the rest of
the deceased’s soul and the family’s sorrow by abstainingj
from singing during work as they usually do. Modern civilis]
zation, implanted by force in our country, doesn’t make sof
much ado. Read the following anecdote published in a papery
in Cochinchina: b

The Commission in charge of organizing the festivities for the
benefit of the memorial to the fallen Annamese of the provincej
of Bien Hoa is actively working to draw up a wonderful program.}

A garden party, a village fair, an open air ball, etc. are men-<4
tioned. . . . In short, the attractions will be numerous and varied,
to enable everyone to participate in a good work in the pleasantest]
way in the world. i

Messrs. the airmen of the Bien Hoa club will give their as<j
sistance and the organizers can already count on the presencej
of the highest authorities from Saigon to enhance the sparkle off
the festival with their presence.

Let us add that then ladies and gentlemen of Saigon will not}
need to return to the capital for dinner, which would only re-j
sult in cutting short their share of pleasure; a wonderful, care~3
fully prepared and well-furnished buffet will give satisfaction to,
the most delicate gourmets. 3

Let us go tn Bien Hoa on January 21st, we will be present at}
a fine festival and we will have shown the families of the An-j
namese who died during the war that we know how to remem-§
ber their sacrifice. ;

The following letter has been communicated to us fromf
Saigon: g

BN
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.. . If there exists an anomaly which is both painful and gro-
tesque, it is to have the victory of “right” and “justice” celebrated
by a people which is suffering every injustice and has no rights
whatever. That is, however, what we have done here. No need
to describe to you the festivities and “public rejoicing” which
took place in this town on November 11. It’s the same every-
where and at all times. Torchlight tattoos, fireworks, troop re-
views, a ball at the Governor’s palace, flower processions, pa-
triotic collections, advertising speeches, banquets, etc. Out of all
these masquerades, I have retained only one psychologically in-
teresting fact. Like the crowd in all countries, the crowd in Sai-
gon are very keen on the cinema. Therefore a compact mass
was standing in front of the Palace Hotel, where films suc-
ceeded each other and Charlie Chaplin, cowboys, and wonder-
ful people filed past one after another. People crowded into the
boulevard and streets. Then the proprietor of the Saigon Palace,
wanting to clear the pavement in front of his hotel, began hit-
ting the crowd with a stick. Madame helped him, and she too
struck the crowd. A few ragamuffins managed to “pinch”
Madame’s stick, and people clapped. Furious, Monsieur came to
the rescue, with a bigger stick this time, and heroically struck
about with all his might. The nha que (“peasants”) drew back
to the boulevard, but drunk with his ‘“victory,” this good
Frenchman bravely crossed the road and continued to rain his
big stick on the head, shoulders, and backs of thesc poor na-
tives, He caught a child and gave him a sound beating. . . .

The Militarism Continues

Immediately on arriving in Casablanca, Marshal Lyautey
ildressed to the occupation troops in Morocco, the following
wtder of the day:

It is to you I owe the highest military dignity with which the
government of the Republic has honored me, because for nine
years, you have unstintingly given your devotion and your
blood.

We are going to undertake a campaign which will ensure the
definite pacification of Morocco for the common benefit of its
loyal population and of the protector nation, etc.

Now on that day (April 14) the following communiqué
tnived: “During an engagement with the Beni Bon Zert, at
sabel-Harba, there were twenty-nine killed and ‘wounded."”

When it is remembered that it needed the blood of 1,500
“orkers to make six marshal’s batons, the death of twenty-
'_i;ile‘ poor devils does not sufficiently applaud the Marshal
“tigner Resident’s eloquent speech. So where is the right of
Heoples to dispose of themselves, for which people cut each
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other’s throats for four years? And what a strange way t4
civilize: To teach people to live well, a start is made by Kkill4
ing them! 3

Here (in Haiphong) there are also sailors’ strikes. Thusg
on Thursday (August 15) two steamers were due to leave
carrying a large number of Annamese tirgilleurs bound fof
Syria. 3

The sailors refused to leave, under the pretext that their}
pay was not given them in piasters, In effect, the piastes
being worth 10 francs at the rate of exchange instead of 2.5(8
francs, the Companies, with unbelievable abuse, drew up the
sailors’ accounts in francs, while the officials were paid i
piasters. Everyone was then disembarked and the crew
immediately arrested. As can be seen, the sailors of the Yeld
low sea have nothing to envy the sailors of the Black sea.

We protest with all our might against the dispatch to Syria
of Annamese contingents. Is it considered, in higher circlesg
that not enough of our unfortunate yellow brothers weref
killed on the battlefields between 1914 and 1918, during the
“war of civilization and right”?

It is usual for our illustrious ones to “educate” the nativesf
with kicks and sticks. The unfortunate Nahon—doubly assass
sinated, first by Captain Vidart, then by the sawbones offices
in charge of the autopsy, who to save his pals’ skins, did not
hesitate to steal and hide the dead man’s brain—is not, alas!
the only victim of colonial militarism. One of our colonialf
colleagues notified us of another: 3

This time, it was at Maison-Carrée, Algeria, at the 5th Tirail
leurs. The victim was a young soldier of the 21 class, Terrier
from Ténés. b
The circumstances of his death are especially painful. On Au#
gust Sth, the young soldier Terrier went to the regimental infir:
mary to ask for a laxative. It was given to him, or to be morgy
precise, what he thought was a laxative; he took it, and a fewd
hours later he was writhing with terrible pains and died. .4
Mr. Terrier senior then received a telegram announcingy
without consideration or explanations that his son—his only sory
—had died and would be buried the next day, Sunday. k
Mad with grief, the poor father dashed to Algiers, to the 5l
Tirailleurs at Maison-Carrée. There he learned that his son's
body was at the Maillot hospital. (How was he taken there?
it true that to avoid the regulation inquiry prescribed for alf
deaths occurring at the infirmary, he had been taken dead 4
the hospital, with the pretense that he had died on the way?) ¥
At the hospital, the unfortunate father asked to see the body}
he was told to wait.
A long time after, a Major came and told him that the autopy

E
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sy which had just been carried out had revealed nothing and
left him there without giving him permission to see his son’s
body.

According to the latest news, it appears that Mr. Terrier sen-
ior, who had asked the Colonel of the 5th Tirailleurs for an
explanation, received this answer from him: his son had died
from poisoning!

POISONING OF THE NATIVES

‘The worthy Mr. Sarraut, former radical Minister of Colonies,
fittle father of the natives (so he says), adored the Annamese
and was adored by them.

In order to instill French civilization into them, of which
he was the principal agent, he did not stop at anything, not
¢ven infamy and crime. Here is proof of this: it is a letter
which, in his capacity of Governor General of Indochina and
to swell the pockets of the colonial bandits and his own, he
addressed to his subordinates:

Mr. Resident,

In accordance with instructions from Mr. Director General of
the Excise, I have the honor to beg you to be so kind as to
second the efforts of my department in the establishment of
new alcohol and opium houses.

To this effect, I am taking the liberty of sending veu a list of
the homes which should be installed in the various villages
mentioned, most of which are entirely without spirits and
opium.

Through the channels of Cambodian governors and village
heads, your preponderant influence could be fortunately used to
draw the attention of certain native small traders to the advan-
tages of going in for some additional business.

On our side, the agents of the active service, on their rounds,
will endeavor to install premises, unless you would prefer, Mr.
Resident, that they should wait until you have first acted with
the authorities in order that they may second your action, in
which case, I beg you to be so kind as to inform me.

It is only through complete and constant understanding be-
tween your administration and ours that we shall obtain the
best results, in the best interests of the Treasury.

There were at the time 1,500 alcohol and opium houses
o1 a thousand villages, while there were only ten schools for
‘he same number of localities. Already, before this famous
«tler, the 12 million natives—women and children included
“~~he]1d been made to swallow 23 or 24 million liters of spirits
Jearly,

“For the monopolies, Indochina will be represented by a
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magnificent stag pitilessly bound, dying under the curved
beaks of insatiable vultures.”
The society for the monopoly of alcohol had among its
subscribing members the most eminent personalities in Ind
china, and all branches of the Administration were brilliantly
represented. Most of them had the advantage of being unde=
niably useful: 3
Justice, to settle differences with those on whom they
wished to impose:
2 Attorneys General
1 Public Attorney
1 Clerk notary ;
The Army, to suppress a revolt considered as a posslbxhty
by mere fact of the application of the coveted monopoly: ‘
1 Brigadier General
1 Lieutenant Colonel
2 High-ranking military doctors
1 Major
2 Captains
The Administration, whose disinterested complaisance was
to be the best guarantee for the success of the operation: 3
Resident of France
District Tax Collector
Paymaster General
Inspector of Posts
Registrar
Civil Service administrator
2 Professors, etc. ‘
Finally: the honorable Mr. Clémentel, deputy for Puy- de-
Ddme. A
“Let France look and be proud!” cried Mr. Sarraut at the<
Colonial Exhibition in Marseilles. In effect, here beside theg
majestic caymans of West Africa, the camels of Tunisia yawn(§
philosophically; friendly Malagasy crocodiles chat familiarly
with august Indochinese cows. Never was understanding sojy
perfect and, opposite the pcaceful invasion of colonial fauna,$
the legendary sardine from the Vieux-Port, as a good hostess;
smiles graciously.
The visitors examine with lively interest the historic settle
of a certain Governor General, the administrator’s sword
with which Resident Darles pricked the thighs of Tonkinesej
detainees, and the torch which administrator Bruére used tof
smoke out alive more than 200 natives of Houassas. 4
The pavilion of the Cameroons attracts particular atten-
tion, A signboard bearing these patriotic words can be seenjy

bt ok ok bk ek

“pproached their European official:
“ung to eat.”
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there: “The Germans imported large quantities of spirits into
;he Cameroons. The French prohibited its use.”

However, under this signboard a waggish hand had stuck a
copy of the letter from Mr. Sarraut advising his subordinates
v increase the number of alcohol and opium houses in An-
namese villages with the following inscription: “While the
Annamese have already: 10 schools, and 1,500 alcohol and
apium houses for 1,000 villages.”

A significant fact concerns an official who was at the head
of a province in Tonkin, Son Tay. In this province there was
u population estimated at 200,000 inhabitants. For the needs
~f the cause, when it was a question of pushing consumption,
this popu]atlon rose with sudden rapidity: It was brought up
to 230,000 inhabitants. But as these 230,000 inhabitants con-
sumed too little, the Resident of Son Tay managed, at the
mnd of a year, to obtain a consumption of 560,000 liters of

apirits, Thercupon, his promotion assured, he was congratu-

ated,
Mr. de C. affirmed that another Resident showed him a let-
tor from hierarchical superiors in which was stated: “Spirits

~onsumed in the prefecture of X have dropped to less than Z

ser head of those registered. Do you not think it necessary to
make an example?” The Resident thus called upon convened

:he notables and explained that if they consumed so little it

~us because they were engaged in smuggling; and the villag-

+1s, in order to be left in peace, forthwith bought the quantity
l official alcohol, proportionate to the number of inhabit-
nts, that estimates by the offices wished to impose on them.

Factually, if not legally, the annual consumption of each

sutive was determined. And when we say each native, it

ould not be forgotten that this does not mean only adult
“atives; it means the whole population, it means old people,

women, and children, even at the breast; the parents are in a

vay forced to substitute for them to consume not one, but
w0 or three liters of spirits.

The inhabitants of a village in Tonkin, finding they were
“rced to consume in view of the threat hanging over them,
“We haven’t even any-

The official replied: “You are accustomed to taking three

meals of rice a day; you can cut out one meal, or, if need be,

‘ie-and-a-half meals, so as to be able to consume the govern-

aent spirits,”

Until then, the native consumers had been accustomed to

: hmmmg spirits in small quantities and could collect them in

hatever receptacle they wished. But a system of stamped



84 Ho Chi Minh on Revolution

bottles was established. Spirits could only be delivered
official half-liter or one-liter bottles. The Annamese were ach
customed to 20- or 22-proof spirits; 40- to 45-proof spiritg
were imposed on them. They were used to drinking spirity
with a kind of pleasant empyreumatic flavor, due to t
amount of raw materials that they used, and among which
was a most delicate kind of rice. The drug the Annamese are}
forced to swallow is made with cheap rice and chemical m,«.
gredients, and has a bad taste. 4

The monopolizers put out a circular prescribing that their§
employees should water the spirits on sale: To one hectohtef
of spirits were to be added ecight liters of water. It was}
worked out that as 500 hectoliters of these spirits are sold"
daily in Indochina, that makes 4,000 liters of water, and that}
4,000 liters at 30 centimes a day make 1,200 piasters a day,
36,000 piasters a month; say a small benefit from the foun-§
tain alone of 432,000 pxasters or 4 million francs yearly!

Thus the spirits as they are made and sold in Indochina do
not correspond, either as to the proof or the taste, to whaty
the natives wish for, and they have to be imposed on them by ¢
force.

The Administration, pressed by a constant need for money
because of having to meet the growing expenditure by the}
Government General on big loans and military Constructlons
and because of the need to find—if not genuine employment}
—at least salaries for a host of officials imposed on it by#
Paris, used every means to urge the officials and agents, from{
the Resident to the most humble Statz employee, to increase
the consumption of spirits. |

THE CIVILIZERS

A question: Is it true in the Sireté of the Government Gener-§
al of Indochina a Frenchman named C is employed?
That C————, sent on a “mission” to Phu Xuyen, obliged]
the Annamese in the area to call him quan lon (“great man-4
darin”), and violently struck those who didn’t do so quickly §
enough? Is it true that the same C violated a linh lej
(“Annamese militiaman™)? Everything is allowed, everything}
is possible in this Indochinese paradise. ;'

In the middle of December, 1922, a European sergeant inj
the Saigon urban police——completely tipsy—went into a na-
tive house and seriously injured two of the occupants, one of _ ‘
them a woman.

Questioned by the examining magistrate, the policeman de- _:,‘
clared that he remembered nothing, while denying that he“
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had been drunk. The witnesses, one of them a European, af-
irmed on the contrary that this guardian of law and order
wus not in a normal state at the time of the tragic incident.
whether this civilizer was mad or drunk matters little, we
wish with all our heart that he may be decorated for the act
:f courage he has accomplished.

In the colonies, if one has a white skin, one belongs to the
aristocracy: One is of a superior race. In order to maintain
his social status, the least of European customs officers has at
jcast one servant, a “boy” who, quite often, is a maid of all
work.

As native domestic labor is very malleable and cheap, it is
not rare to see colonial officials returning to France on leave
or retirement, taking their domestics with them.

This was the case of Mr. Jean le M...rigny, living in Rue

Carnot at Cherbourg. This gentleman, home from Indochina,

prought with him a boy, at a wage of 35 francs a month.
Meedless to say, the native had to drudge from morning till
night. Weekly rest times and days off were unknown in this
ouse. In addition, bad board and lodging.

One day, Mr. Jean le M...rigny wanted to send his “pro-
wge” to work in the country. The son of Annam, having
previously tasted of the happy country existence his kind boss
ftad in store for him, declined the offer. Thereupon, the ex-
ivilizer, in a temper, threw the Annamese out after thorough-
v hauling him over the coals. Despite repeated requests by
the native, Mr. le M...rigny would not return his belongings
0 him: money, trunk, clothes, etc. Thrown suddenly out into
‘he streets, not knowing the language of the country, without
‘esources, friendless, removed from his usual surroundings,
this unfortunate individual was in dire straits.

Colonial officials are the main cause of the high cost of liv-

ng in the colonies. In order better to understand to what

acavy extent this parasitic factor weighs on the budget, that is
> say, on the backs of the working people:

British India has 4,898 European officials for 325 million
nhabitants. French Indochina has 4,300 European officials
tor 15 million inhabitants.

That is to say, in the British colony there is one European
sificial for 66,150 inhabitants, and in the French colony there

S one European official for 3,490 inhabitants.

In India, the Customs and Excise administration has 240
furopean officials. In Indochina, the same administration has
1,100 European officials.



European officials.

Why this disproportionate number of budgetivorous people §
in Indochina? Because the colony is an earthly paradise
where, apart from a few very rare exceptions, all the refus

of politics, finance, journalism, etc., thrown out by the metro-

politan country, find a very favorable field for their develop-

tler writes as follows: “On arriving in Tonkin, the governorsj
have but one aim: to place people, friends, sons, relatives,
electoral brokers, of all those it is of interest to them to gain
the support; often, it is a man weighed down with debts, har- §
ried by his creditors, so that one needs money. . . .” 4

For the noble writer who writes the glorious history of civ-}
ilizing colonialism, the so-called war of right and justice will §
be an inexhaustible source of documentation. Mr. Albert Sar-j

raut, in a surge of eloquence and enthusiasm, said: “It was in i

the conquest of the colonial Empire that most of the big mili
tary leaders, who have led us to victory and whose glory an
exploits French opinion was already celebrating when they
carried our flag under the skies of Africa and Asia, became ]
versed in combat.” %
As frank in idea, but less of a juggler with verbs, the Jour-8
nal de Genéve says outright that “the Republic has seen in j
the building of its colonial empire, a derivative of the defeat §
of 1870. The French race has found therein a revenge for its
European rebuffs and the military, a fresh opportunity to dis-}
tinguish themselves in successful combats.” 1

And be hanged to vyou, if after such authoritative evidence, i

you persist in not believing that colonization is neither more:
nor less than a civilizing and humanitarian mission. ‘

A theft of 5,000 francs was committed to the detriment of
Mr. Guinaudeau. In order to obtain confessions from the na-§
tives employed by him, this good employer and great civilizer §
submitted them to electric current. The author of the theft 3
was later discovered; it was not a native, but another civili

zer: Mr. Guinaudeau’s son! Mr. Guinaudeau was acquitted. 3

And the eight unfortunate natives are still in the hospital. §
Mr. Vollard, a civilizer and businessman, does not regu-#

larly pay his native employees. One of them asked the over-$§

seer to demand the wages due to him. Mr. Vollard handed]
the following note to the overseer: “Tell that pig to eat shit,§
it’s the only food fit for him.” This happened in Tunisia inj
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1923, at the actual time when Mr. Millerand was making a
»residential tour of that country.

If one has a white skin, one is automatically a civilizer.
And when one is a civilizer, one can commit the acts of a
.avage while remaining the most civilized.

An overseer in charge of public works in Cochinchina
.bliged the Annamese he met on his way to give him the cor-
rect form of greeting due to the superior race by the con-
quered race.

One day, a native clerk left work reading a novel. Coming
‘0 an amusing passage, the reader began to laugh. Just then,
he passed Mister overseer of public works and the latter flew
into a rage, first of all because the native, absorbed in his
crcading, hadn’t noticed him and greeted; secondly, because
he native had taken the liberty of laughing as he passed a
white man. Our civilizer therefore stopped the Annamese
and, after asking his name, asked if he wanted a slap in the
face. Naturally, the clerk declined the far too generous offer
und expressed surprise at such a storm of abuse. Without
more ado, the official grabbed the native by the jacket and
Jragged him before the head of the province.

The same overseer of public works, under the pretext of
»ringing houses and gardens into line, ordered the inhabitants
tiving along the sides of provincial roads, under the threat of
‘ines, to move out, uproot their trees and do away with their
sardens in a time limit set by him.

And people are surprised at the discontent on the part of
ihe natives in the colonies!

Not only can Governors and Residents do as they think fit,
»ut also customs officers, policemen, and all those who hold a
«wcrap of authority, make use of and abuse it, in the certainty
 remaining unpunished.

A commissioner of police in Tuyen Quang (Tonkin)
iruck a native and broke his arm. Another commissioner,
‘e one in Dalat (Cochinchina), has just inaugurated a tre-
endously interesting trading system which we take pleasure
1 relating here for the benefit of Mr. Dior and Mr. Sarraut.
“Jne day this official needed some planks. He sent his militia-
‘nen to buy some in town. To buy in a manner of speaking,
‘or Mr. Commissioner hadn’t given his men any money. The
“iiter went to town, however, chose the wood and wanted to
‘ake it with them, without paying, of course. The salesman
wouldn’t let his goods be taken away without being paid. The
militiamen gave their white chief an account of the trades-
mian’s extraordinary demands.

Furious, Mister Commissioner delegated three armed men
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to go and seize the assuming tradesman. The latter, sufferi
from influenza, refused to let himself be taken away.
militiamen came back to inform their superior. Exasperate
Mister Commissioner doubled the team, ordering them td
bring the recalcitrant alive or dead. The armed guards su
rounded the salesman’s house and carried out the orders.

A European trader intervencd on behalf of the native trad+
er and wrote to Mister Commissioner. But the energetic cold

come, he would lay himself open to considerable trouble. Thej

native trader was obliged to leave his business and his coun

try to escape the “civilizing” anger of the white official. :

They were seven poor Annamese in a long, narrow boat]
which, driven by the current and the effort of their seven oarg
each pulled by two arms, slid along the river as fast as &
steam launch. The customs officer’s sampan emerged from ad
arroyo hidden by mangroves, with the French flag flying aft
A sailor called to them to halt. They went on rowing; they
hadn’t understood. And the customs sampan wasn’t going
fast. The customs officer took a Winchester and fired. Theg
boat carried on. Bang! Bang! A rower gave a cry and fellg
Bang! Another. Meanwhile, a European, a brick-maker, wan
dering about there by boat too, surprised the “pirates” at aj
bend. Bang! Bang! Bang! He was a good marksman. Threej
bullets, three victims. The boat with two survivors disap4
peared in the arroyos. . . .

Another day, the same customs officer, followed by six} ‘

armed sailors, had discovered a poor devil hidden in a pond}

buried in the mud, breathing through a straw, one end off

which was held in his mouth, the other emerging; lotus leaveyy
were artistically arranged on the surface. The customs offices

ordinary villager who had been afraid on seeing frightenin
looking strangers armed with revolvers and cartridge belts
and carrying Winchesters coming toward his village. In thé]

huts were found three cartridge cases, some Chinese cakesig
and a wood-cutter's knife. How could there be any doubt tha %

this was a pirate village and which supplied the pirates!

A young officer newly arrived from France came to a vil§
lage, saw the huts empty and the population assembled in theg
square. He imagined he had fallen into a trap and fired of

i

this inoffensive crowd who were celebrating a religious festf§

val and who dispersed in a panic. He pursued them and exy
terminated them. :
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you know what the life of an Annamese was worth on the

1

boats of a big exploiter? Not a cent!” It is true.

Look here! I remember when we were going up the Red
River on our steamers we played for a drink of absinthe to
be stood to whoever could, from the boat, “bowl over” the
greatest number of Annamese on the banks with ten carbine
shots. A few of them, Winchester in hand, held the villagers
and the boats to ransom.

A marine infantry company left for Vinh Thuong. The
local mandarin, out of courtesy, set out with great ceremony
with his linhs (“militiamen”) to meet the arrivals. The head
of the company’s scouts gave order to his section to fire on
the mandarinal escort and collected several bodies.

When an insurgent cannot be got rid of, his village is
burned down. Thus the region around Hung Hoa was razed.

Along a lonely path, we passed a yellow-skinned man who
was staggering because he was carrying two big baskets of
peanuts slung from a shoulder pole. He didn’t get out of our
way as we neared him. He was taken and shot.

People spend all day hitting the Annamese with sticks or
the flat of a sword to make them work.

The Annamese are very gentle and submissive; but they
are spoken to only through kicks on the backside.

We consider Annamese patriots as brigands. That is how
Doi Van,* a patriot who had struggled against domination
for several years, was beheaded in Hanoi. his head exhibited
in Bac Ninh and his body thrown in the Red River.

Tong Duy Tan,t captured after ten desperate years of
struggle, was beheaded.

Phan Ding Phung,t a high mandarin, resisted for ten

* PDoi Van, or Tuan Van: one of the military leaders of the Bai Say
maquis (1885-89). On August 17, 1889, at the head of 500 men
equipped with 100 rifles, he crossed the Canal of Rapids and the Cau
River to entrench himself in the north of Yen The during the height of
the battle between the French Army and De Tham partisans, who were
thus reinforced. The French launched against him two columns com-
manded by Major Dumont and Captain Piquet. Doi Van, then ili, fell
into the hands of reactionaries and was given up by a missionary to
the French, who beheaded him in Hanoi on November 7, 1899.

+ After the capitulation of the Court of Hue, a broad resistance
movement, the “Royalist Movement,” spread throughout Viet-Nam
from 1885 to 1896. The struggle headed by Phan Dinh Phung and
Tong Duy Tan was a part of this movement led by scholars and for-
mer court mandarins. Phan Dinh Phung, a former official, set up his
headquarters at Huong Khe, Ha Tinh province (Central Viet-Nam),
but operated throughout the mountain area north of Central Viet-Nam,
where he had many forts built. Well organized, experienced in guerrilla
warfare, armed with self-made rifles, his partisans inflicted serious losses
on the enemy. It was not until his death that the resistance ended after
twelve years of struggle.
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years; he died finally in the forest. This death does not m
lify us; his body is exhumed and the remains dispersed. He ig}
pursued beyond the tomb. ]

In the province of Quang Tri, a drunken overseer of publicy
works, with a shot from his rifle, brought down a nati
guilty of not having heard or understood his orders.

A customs officer, drunk too, with a cudgel stroke in thef
midriff, knocked down an Annamese sailor assigned to his}
service in Baria (Cochinchina). 3

A French contractor killed a militiaman at Dalat where,§
furthermore, following violence by another civilizer, a native
carpenter also succumbed. E

A contractor compelled his workmen to work in the water§
night and day to dig a tunnel. Many of them died, the rest]
Went on strike. The contractor himself burned down the strik-§
ers’ houses to oblige them to go back to work. A whole vﬂlage
was in flames during the night.

A senior artillery-company sergeant major set fire to a
house, under the pretext that the owner, whose husband was:
away, would not receive him at midnight. The poor woman
was naturally terrified. 3

A polygamous lieutenant threw a young woman to the
ground and knocked her senseless with a cane under the pre-
tekt that she wouldn’t live with him.

An official in the naval arsenal murdered an Annamese
railway employee by pushing him into a furnace after vio-3
lently striking him. |

Nowhere in the world, writes Vigné d’Octon, is there aj
vanquished people who are the object of more ill treatmenty
than the native. 3

Another traveler writes: “Colonial life only develops an in=]
dividual’s defects: lack of morals, debauchery and dishonestyy
cruelty among those who have seen war; among proﬁteer;
and other adventurers, a taste for plundering and theft. Op<]
portunities for this sort of thing were lacking in France, and]
fear of the police was stronger! Here, this kind is sometimesy
alone with a few natives, in their junk or in some village;]
they are more thieving than Europeans in the market andj
more brutal towards peasants who protest.” ]

Tong Duy Tan, a Doctor of Literature, entrenched himself in theg

mountain area of Thanh Hoa, north Central Viet-Nam; he was se 4
onded by an excellent mlhtdry chief, Cao Dien. The resistance lasted]
six ycars. After ordering his partisans to stop fighting to prevent uselessg
sacrifice, he withdrew into the mountains where he was surprised andj
caught by the French in 1892. !
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All the Frenchmen, writes a third, arrive here with the idea
that the Annamese are their inferiors and must serve them as
laves. They treat them like brutes good only for leading with
. stick. All of them have got into the habit of considering
themselves as members of a new and privileged aristocracy.
Whether they are military men or colonial settlers, they nor-
mally visualize no other kind of relations with the natives
than those they have with their servants. It seems that their
“boy” is for them the representative of the entire yellow race.
You should hear with what idiotic disdain a Frenchman of
indochina speaks of the “yellow-skinned man.” You should
sce how boorishly a European treats a native.

The conqueror attaches a great price to signs of submission
or respect on the part of the conquered. The Annamese in
the towns, like those in the countryside, are obliged to take
off their hats before a European.

An agent of the security service brutally struck any An-
namese who forgot to call him “Great Mandarin.” A customs
clerk obliged natives passing by his house to doff their hats or
zet off their mounts. One day, this civilizer brutalized an An-
ramese woman who, though she had greeted him, had forgot-
ien to call him Great Mandarin. This woman was pregnant.

A violent kick right in the stomach aimed by the agent
vaused a miscarriage; the unfortunate woman died shortly

after.
If our protectors demand that the Annamese be humble,
:ubmissive, docile, and polite, on the other hand, “it seems

that nothing is done but to make our presence odiously un-

hearable,” says a writer who has visited Indochina. And he

~ontinues: “In Europe, the yellow race is considered as being

fll of every trickery and deceit. Yet we care very little for
waking our frankness appreciated.”

There are officers who pull bonzes’ beards during services.
A daddy’s boy gave an Annamese official a third-degreeing
2cause the latter, the occupier of a seat in a bus, would not
Jive it up to him.

On the arrival of a governor general in Marseilles, at the

‘unch given for him, it was suggested that the mandarins liv-
j“g in that town should be brought. “If the mandarins are
“rought,” replied the Governor General of Indochina, “I

“1all bring my house boy.”

) We have extracted from a colonial soldier’s travel diary the
“llowing fact:

While the Tonkinese are amusing themselves, to starboard a

k
i
i
i
:
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few junks are selling fruit and shellfish. To reach us, the Amn
namese hold up big poles holding baskets in which they displag
their goods. One has only the trouble of choosing. By way of
money, those who allow themselves the luxury of paying deposi
it the most varied objects in the bottom of these baskets: pip#
stems, trouser buttons and cigarette ends. (That is perhaps how
one teaches commercial honesty to the natives!) Sometimes}
just for a laugh, a stoker throws a bucket of boiling water ontg)
the unfortunates’ backs. Then there are cries of pain and a
frantic flight of oars which bumps the canoes together. ‘

Just below me an Annamese is burning from head to toe
completely maddened, he wants to throw himself into the sea
His father, forgetting the danger, lets go the oars, grabs hold of
him, and forcibly stretches him out on the bottom of the samd
pan. The struggle hasn’t lasted two seconds, is barely overy
when another bucket of water, thrown with unerring aim, scalds
the rescuer. I see him twisting in the boat, his flesh raw, witl
cries that have nothing human about them! And it makes 4
laugh, it seems exceedingly funny. We already have a colonid]
soul! b
At the time I was there (in Tonkin) not a week passed w1th
out our seeing a few heads fall. ,

From these spectacles, I have noted but one thing, it is tha
we are crueler and more barbarous than the pirates themselves
Why these physical tortures, these processions of prisonerf
through the villages?

Mr. Doumer, a former Governor General of Indochinaf
pronounced the following solemn words at a session of thg
Chamber of Deputies: “I have known the police in the colof
nies and have even increased the number of their brigades]
after noting that it was the police force which gave the naj
tives the guarantee of being defended against the possibility
of abusive measures takcn by some settlers. The police werd
popular among the natives.” 9

We shall see how the gentlemen of the police interpref
working up thcir “popularity.” Let us say straight away thal
they are generally very gentle and paternal with wrongdoerd
this is an established fact. But as far as pcaccful natives arg
concerned, it’s another story. Without mentioning for the mog
ment the tragic affair of the Saigon central prison in 1916
when, driven by a highly patriotic zeal, the police gentleme!
. made haphazard arrests, and innocent people thus arrestey
were condemned and executed. If the Annamese blood redss
dening the Plain of Tombs disappears with time, the bruisey
hearts of the widows, orphans, and mothers will never hea¥
The guilty ones, of whom the police were the vile instri
ments, will not be punished, and justice is not yet don§
Today, let us quote only a few particular cases. A
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A commissioner in Tonkin, under the pretext of keeping

the gutters clean, walked along by the outlets all day long

and, as soon as he noticed the smallest scrap of grass in the
water, distributed countless punishments and fines to the un-
ortunate inhabitants of the area.

To avoid accidents on the waterways used by craft in the
~est of Cochinchina, a police post has been installed along

sach canal with the task of preventing the junks from sailing

oo fast or hampering circulation. With the presence of the
police, a veritable dam of fines and transgressions has been
»pened. Nearly all the junks passing through this locality find
fines ranging from one to two plasters inflicted on them. To
the crushing taxes levied by the State is added the toll institut-
2d by the “popular” police, and the Annamese are happy,
very happy!

Besides the promotion awaiting the most zealous, it ap-
pears that the gentlemen of the police are entitled to a com-
mission of 20 per cent on the proceeds of the fines! What a
wonderful system!

A native paper said that “the native population no longer
vants French pohcemen who are too often a calamity for
honest people.”

One Pourcignon, furious, threw himself on an Annamese
#ho had the curiosity and audacity to look for a few seconds
it the European’s house. He struck him and finally brought
him down with a revolver shot in the head.

Seeing three natives taking their sheep to pasture in his
#live woods, a French settler sent his wife to fetch a rifle and
-artridges. He hid in a bush, fired three times, and seriously
injured the three natives.

Another French settler had two native workmen, Amdouni
and Ben Belkhir, working for him. These had, it appears, sto-
«n a few bunches of grapes. The settler summoned the na-

‘ves and beat them black and blue with bull pizzle until they
“iinted. When they regained consciousness, our protector had
lum bound with their arms behind their backs and hung up
"y the hands. This odious torture lasted four hours and ended
nly on the protests of a neighbor.

Taken to the hospital, they each had to have a hand ampu-
‘ated, It is not certain that the other hand can be saved.

An Annamese, aged fifty, who had been employed in the
“ilway services of Cochinchina for twenty-five years was
“iirdered by a white official. Here are the facts:

. Le Van Tai had under him four other Annamese. Their du-
s consisted in lowering a bridge when trains passed, and
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opening it for craft. Instructions prescribed the lowering
the bridge ten minutes before trains were due to pass. g
On April 2, at 4:30 p.M., one of the Annamese had jus

.

closed the bridge and lowered the signal. Just then arrived and

administrative launch carrying an official of the naval arsenalf§
returning from a hunt. The launch began to whistle. The na4

tive employee ran to the middie of the bridge, waving his red
flag to make the agents of the small steamer realize that the
train was going to pass. But then the launch came alongside &
pillar of the bridge. The official jumped down and, looking
furious, went toward the Annamese. The latter, being p
dent, ran toward the house of his chief, Tai. The official
ran after him pelting him with stoncs. Hearing the noised
Tai came out of his house and went up to the representativel
of civilization, who exclaimed, “You brute! Why don’t yoy
open up?” For answer, Tai, who couldn’t speak French, pointj
ed to the red signal. This simple gesture exasperated Mri
Long’s collaborator who, without more ado, fell on Tai and

after giving him a good “third-degreeing,” pushed him onto aj

nearby brazier. A
Terribly burned, the Annamese crossing keeper was taken
to the hospital, where he died after six days of atrocioug
suffering. 3
The official was not worried. In Marseilles, the official

prosperity of Indochina is exhibited; in Annam, people are§
dying of starvation. Here loyalism is sung, over there, murderj

is done!

While the life of an Annamese dog isn’t worth a cent, for :;
scratch on the arm Mr. Inspector General Reinhart receives

120,000 francs indemnity.

The civilizing of the Moroccans by gunshots is continuing.{
A Zouave major garrisoned at Settat, speaking to his meny

told them: “We must put an end to these savages. Morocco i§
rich in agricultural and mineral products. We civilized]
Frenchmen are here with two aims: to civilize it and enri :

ourselves.” 3

He is right, this major. He is frank enough, especially, tol
admit that if one goes to the colonies, it is to steal from the§
natives. For, after only ten years of protectorate, 379,000

hectares of arable land in Morocco are occupied by Eurog
peans, 368,000 of which by civilizing Frenchmen. The sur4

face of the colony being 815.000 square kilometers, if civili{g

Zation continues to march on in this way, in a few years thd
unfortunate Moroccan will no longer have an inch of land
free to live and work on in his own fatherland without puts
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iing up with the yoke of exploiting and enslaving colonial-
1S

ADMINISTRATIVE FRAUD

The budget for Cochinchina, for example, amounted to
5,561,680 piasters (12,791,000 francs) for 1911; it was
7,321,817 piasters (16,840,000 francs) for 1912. In 1922, it
rose to 12,821,325 piasters (96,169,000 francs). A simple
reckoning shows us that in 1911 and 1922 there was a differ-
ence of 83,369,000 francs in the budget for this colony.
Where does this money go? Quite simply, to expenditure on
staff, which swallows up more or less 100 per cent of the
total receipts.

Other follies are piled one on top of the other to waste the
money the poor Annamese have sweated for. We do not yet
know the exact number of piasters spent for the King of An-
nam’s trip to France, but we do know that, to await the pro-
pitious day, the only one on which the Bamboo Dragon could
2mbark, the steamship Porthos had to be compensated for
four days’ delay at the rate of 100,000 francs a day (400,000
francs). Traveling expenses, 400,000 francs. Expenses for the
reception, 240,000 francs (not counting the salaries of the
police entrusted with watching the Annamese in France). To
provide board in Marseilles for Annamese militiamen for
“vresenting arms” to His Excellency and His Majesty, 77,600
irancs.

Since we are in Marseilles, let us take advantage of this to
se what the Colonial Exhibition has cost us. First of all, be-
sides the favored ones from the metropolitan country, thirty
nigh officials have been brought from the colonies who, while
they sip cocktails along the Cannebitre, are collecting bo-
nuses both at the Exhibition and in the colonies. Indochina
atone has to spend 12 million for this Exhibition. And do you
know how this money was spent? Here is an example: the
famous reconstruction of the palaces of Angkor took 3,000
~ubic meters of timber at 400 or 500 francs a meter. Total:
1,200,000 to 1,500,000 francs!

Other examples of waste:

To transport Mr. Governor General, luxury cars and _coach-
s are not enough; he needs a special carriage, the fitting up
2f which cost the Treasury 125,250 francs.
~ In eleven months of functioning, the Economic Agency has
burdened the economy of Indochina with a sum of 464,000
‘rancs,

In the Colonial School, where future civilizers are made,
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forty-four professors of all kinds are subsidized for thirty
thirty-five students. Several thousand francs more.
The permanent inspection of defense works in the colomj
costs the budget 785,168 francs yearly. Now these gentleme
the inspectors have never left Paris and don’t know the colo
nies any better than they know the moon.
If we go to other colonies, we find the same fraud everyd
where. To receive an unofficial “economic” mission, the
Treasury of Martinique is “relieved” of 40,000 francs. Withirf
the space of ten years, the budget of Morocco has risen from
17 to 290 million francs, although local expenditure has beet
reduced by 30 per cent, that is to say, expenditure whick
would have been of advantage to the natives! 3
On his return from a visit to the colonies, a former deputs
exclaimed: “Highway robbers are honest people compared
with the officials in our colonies!” Although favored with
huge salaries (a European agent, even illiterate, starts at 200
piasters [2,000 francs]), these gentlemen are never satisfied,
They want to earn more, by any means. Scholarships have]
been awarded to daddy’s boys who, as residents or adminis<}
trators on duty, earn meager salarics (40,000 to 100,000
francs).
Certain sessions of the Colonial Council are, so to speak,
solely devoted to a methodical plunder of the budget. A cer
tain president has, for himself alone, nearly 2 million francsj
for supplying contracts. Yet another, a director of the Inte<]
rior representing the government within the Council, asks for§
his salary to be doubled and obtains this. The building of af
road, prolonged from year to year and carried out without]
control, provides regular benefits for a third. The functions of}
a doctor for the officials in the colony procure considerable
emoluments for a fourth. The fifth is a doctor for the munici-}
pal services; the sixth is a stationery supplier and printer to§
the Administration. And so on. 9
If the cashbox seems a bit empty, there are some who do#
not take long to have it filled up. On their own authority,$
they notify the natives that they need a certain sum. The]
charges are distributed among villages, which hasten to com-}
ply so as not to incur immediate reprisals. 3
When a resident gencral has some expense or other toj
meet, he issues mandarin’s certificates. A certain province is3
quoted where an operation of this kind took place to the tune: 3
of 10,620 francs. And these facts are not rare.
One of our residents superior, whose credits for a steamer
had run out a few months too early, had the charges reim-g
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wursed from some festival or other during which the king was
-nvited onto the steamer.

The commercial travelers of civilization and democracy
snow all the angles.

A former governor general of Indochina one day confessed
‘hat that colony is covered with officials who are too numer-
s for its budget and often useless. A good half of these of-
icials—province chiefs and others—writes a settler, fulfill
only very imperfectly the qualities demanded from men on
whom such wide and formidable powers are conferred. All of
them are good at wasting public funds, and the poor An-
namese wretches pay, and pay again. They pay not only
officials whose functions are useless, but they also pay em-
nloyees whose employment doesn’t exist: In 19—, 250,000
‘rancs were volatilized in this way.

For the journey of an Excellency, a warship was detailed.
i'he fitting-out amounted to 250,000 francs, not counting the
“petty expenditure” which cost Indochina more than 80,000
“rancs for each journey.

Mr. Governor was not content with the sumptuous palaces
s¢ occupies in Saigon and Hanoi, he also needed a villa by
he sea. It was again Indochina which forked out.

In 19-, a noted foreign Thingumbob came to Saigon, and
ne governor received him in a princely manner. For four
tays it was a debauchery of festivities, blowouts and cham-
cagnes; poor Cochinchina paid the bill: 75,000 francs.

The administrators are petty potentates who like to sur-
‘ound themselves with luxury and sumptuousness to enhance,
.o they say, their prestige with the natives. One resident
“rmed a company of lancers to serve him as guard, and he
:oesn’t go out without an escort. In all the residencgs thpre
ire from six to eleven horses, five or six coaches: victorias,
-nylords, tilburies, malabars, etc. To these already superfluous
sncans of transport are added luxurious cars costing the budg-
i tens of thousands of piasters. One administrator even keeps
. string of racehorses. These gentlemen are housed and
srovided with furniture and lighting at the expense of the
“fate; in addition, their coachmen, chauffeurs, stablemen, and
sardeners, in a word, their domestic staff, are paid by the ad-
“linistration,

Even literary entertainment is supplied free to these fortu-
“ates. One administrator puts down to the budget 900 pias-
‘ers for his heating and 1,700 piasters subscription costs of
napers! Another, by juggling with the accounts, rpanagegi to
‘ransform the purchase of dresses, pianos, and t_oﬂet articles
into the purchase of materials needed for the maintenance of
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the residence or other similar qualification, in order to ma'
the State budget bear the cost!
Whether they have been restaurant keepers or colleg
ushers, once they arrive in the colonies our civilizers lead
princely life. One administrator employs five or six militid
men to mind his goats. Another has had made for him, by
sculptor militiamen, pretty statues of Buddha or elega
chests in camphor wood, E
The case is cited of a brigade inspector who, according t{
the regulations, was entitled to only one militiaman as an h?'
der.ly and who employed: 1 sergeant steward, 1 butler, :
waiters, 2 cooks, 3 gardeners, 1 manservant, 1 coachmam
and 1 groom. And Madame had in her service: 1 tailor, )
laundrymen, 1 embroiderer, and 1 basketmaker. The child
had a special boy who never left his side. 3
A witness cites a meal at an administrator’s—an ordinar$
meal and not a banquet—where each guest had a militiamaf}

§

behind hi'rr'l to change the plates and pass him the dishes. Anf
all the militiamen in the room were under the orders of a sei

geant major,

EXPLOITATION OF THE NATIVES

After stealing fertile land, the French sharks levy tithes onl
poor land a hundred times more scandalous than feudal
tithes. k.

Vigné d’'Octon

Before we were occupied, the roll of land taxes listed accordi
Ing to category of crops all village lands, common propert
and private property. The tax rate varied from 1 piaster to 58
cents for rice fields. For other lands from 1 piaster 40 cen fj
to 12 cents. The surface unit was a mow, each side 15(f
thuog. The length of the thuoc varied. It was, according tdie
provinces, 42, 47, or 64 centimeters, and the correspondini
tsurfaces of the mow were 3,970, 4,900, and 6,200 square me4J
€rs. K
To increase State revenue, as a basis for all measurements§
a length of 40 centimeters was adopted, which was less than
all the measurements in use. The surface of the mow wag
thus fixed at 3,600 square meters, Land taxes were thereb i
augmented in the proportions varying in the different provii
Inces: a dozen in some localities, one-third in others, two-
thirds in the less favored. 4
From 1890 to 1896, direct taxes had doubled; from 1896
to 1898, they increased by half again. When an increase wa#
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mposed on a village, the latter resigned itself and paid. To
.hom would it have taken its compalints? The success of
hese operations encouraged the Residents to repeat them. In
iie eyes of many Frenchmen, the docility of the communes
.as manifest proof that the limits had not been overstepped!
Personal tax went up from 14 cents, to 2 piasters 50 cents.
“hose not registered, i.e., young people under eighteen, who
ad until then had nothing to pay, were hit by a tax of 30
‘ents, say more than double that which those registered for-

merly paid. According to a decree by the Resident superior in

ronkin dated December 11th, 1919, all natives aged from

sighteen to sixty were subject to a uniform personal tax of 2
~iasters 5O cents.

Every Annamese was required constantly to carry his card
.nd to present it on demand. Anyone who forgot or lost this

vard was arrested and imprisoned.

To remedy the fall in the piaster, Governor General Dou-

mer simply increased the number of taxable people regis-

ered!

Every year, each village is assigned a certain number of reg-
strations and a certain area of land of various categories;
re additional resources wanted? The figures are modified
turing the carrying out, the villages are obliged to pay a

sumber of registrations and a surface of land higher than

hat distributed at the beginning. That is how in the province
## Nam Dinh (Tonkin), the total area of which does not

reach 120,000 hectares, the statistics mention 122,000 hec-
‘ares of rice fields and the Annamese is forced to pay taxes
‘or nonexistent land! If he shouts, no one hears him.

Not only are taxes crushing, they vary every day. The
ame applies for certain rights of circulation. It is, moreover,

‘mpossible to collect taxes of this kind equitably: A permit
‘or 150 kilos of tobacco is delivered, and things are so con-

irived that the same product is hit many times in succession,
vhen these 150 kilos have been distributed among three or
‘our different buyers. There exist no rules other than the
vhims of the customs officials. They inspire such fear that

he Annamese, at the sight of them, abandon along the road
fhe basket of salt, tobacco, or areca nuts they are carrying;
‘hey prefer to give up their property rather than pay eternal

lues on it. In some regions, people are obliged to pull up to-
"acco plants and cut down areca palms so as not to have to
~ut up with the bother the new tax would entail.

In Luang Prabang, poor, pitiful women loaded down with
iron are employed at cleaning the roads. They are guilty only

»f having been unable to pay.
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Devastated by floods, the province of Bac Ninh (Tonk
was compelled to pay 500,000 piasters in contributions.
You have heard M. Maurice Long, Governor General o
Indochina, M. Albert Sarraut, Minister for the Colonies, an
their press—a disinterested press—Iloudly proclaiming th
success of the Indochinese Loan. However, they carefully re
frain from telling you by what means they obtained this suc:
cess. They are probably right in not divulging their profession+
al secret, and the secret is this. First, they begin by lurin
gullible folk with a bait of benefits. As this does not bring i
enough, the villages are stripped of their communal property.
This is still not enough. Then well-off natives are called, they§
are given a receipt in advance, and it is up to them to maniJ¥
age to pey in the sums entered. As the government cashbox isj
big and the native industrialists and businessmen are not nu-J
merous, compulsory loans from the latter do not fill the fa. g?‘ ‘
thomless bottom of this cashbox. Then the hitting-state hitg}
the pack of the most hit: Two, three, four, or several wretch:
es are obliged to subscribe in common to a shareholding!
Here, for example, is a trick our administrators use to getil
money out of the pockets of the native cai ao.* It was in aj
western province, a few weeks before the opening of the In«
dochinese Loan. The head of this province gathered together
all the heads of cantons within his competence, and afte g
having explained to them, through an interpreter, the term 3
of the loan, said to them in conclusion: “There, it is my duty
to give you these explanations. Now subscribe!” Then, catch-§
ing sight of a canton head standing next to him, the distin-j
guished “qguan lon” asked: “And you, what can you get fromj
your canton?” g
The poor man, taken unawares by the question, stammereds
a few words to indicate that he couldn’t supply figures, not4
yet having seen his subordinates in order to realize their pos=
sibilities.
“Shut your mouth. You’re not worthy of our office. I dis-
miss you!” ke
The loan was opened. The Governor of Cochinchina, dur- #&
ing his tour, stopped in the chief town and inquired what the }
subscription figure for the week was. “73,000 piasters,” he i
was told. The governor didn’t seem satisfied with the figure,
seeing that the province is reputed to be the richest in west
Cochinchina, and that it made more than this at the last loan.
After the departure of the colony’s head, the province head’
decided to make a propaganda tour in his fief. He saw all the:8

* Jacket or dress worn by the Vietnamese.
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wealthy natives possessing a firearm. He fixed a figure for
very one, and, to make the person concerned realize .that it
was not a joke, he confiscated a rifle. “You kn9w, if you
Jon't go along, your rifle won’t be returned to you!”

And people went along. ]

Let us note in passing that the same administrator spent
30,000 piasters to build a 9-kilometer-long road, which is
crumbling into a neighboring canal. Let us hope that the
Trans-Indochinese will meet a better fate.

A pagoda was being built. The labor was supplied b’y pris-
oners led by a notable. The duty roster and workmen’s days
were regularly marked and regularly paid by the contractors.
But it was Mr. Resident who pocketed the money. )

Mr. Resident had just been decorated. To celebrate his
decoration, a public subscription was opened. The total of the
subscription was peremptorily determined for the officials,
agents, and notables; the minimum was six piasters. The sum
collected: 10,000 piasters. A fine rosette, wasn’t it?

Supplies for the building of wooden bridges and communal
schools left our upright administrator a little pocket money
of about 2,000 piasters. The registration of animals being
free, Mr. Resident allowed his employees to collect from 0.50
0 5 piasters per head of animals registered. In return, hg: re-
ceives a monthly income of 200 piasters. A faked classifica-
tion of rice fields brought in for this official—now decorated
—4,000 piasters. An illegal concession of a few hectares of
fand added 2,000 piasters to the residential funds. )

Civilizer, patriot, and right-to-the-ender, Mr. Remder}t has
been able to benefit greatly from Victory loans. Some villages
subscribed to the 1920 loan—note that we have a loan for
svery victory and a victory for every year——55,900 .francs, at
the rate of 10.25 francs to the piaster, say 5,466 piasters. In
1921, the piaster having fallen to 6 francs, Mr. Re51den_t gen-
erously took all these stocks himself and had 5,466 piasters
reimbursed. He later collected 9,325 piasters following a rise.

We call attention to the following fact from the Journal
Officiel, first session of December 22, 1922: “During the war,
African tirailleurs sent money orders to their families which
often amounted to considerable sums. These money orders
aever reached the addressees.” o .

A colleague quite recently notified us of a similar phe-
nomenon.” This time, in Réunion Island. For months, the in-
habitants of the island haven’t reccived a single parcel ad-
dressed to them,
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The Journal Officiel wrote:

Such a phenomenon surprised both those who sent and thos
who didn’t receive.

There were complaints. There was an inquiry, and hardly ha,
it opened when, together with an explanation of the mystery,
brought about the discovery of a series of thefts committed'}
with remarkable diligence and persistence.

One employee was arrested, then another, then a departmendj
tal head, and finally, when all the employees were under lock$
and key, the director joined his staff in prison.

Every day the inquiry revealed some new fact. More tha
125,000 francs worth of parcels had been stolen; the books had
been juggled and were in such a mess that it took six months to{
put the accounts in order. g

Though a dishonest employee is sometimes encountered in
administration, it is rare for a whole department, from top todj
bottom, to be affected, but what is even stranger is that this®
whole gang of thieves has been able to operate undisturbed fo
several years.

On the occasion of this discussion of the draft bill relating
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. it true that through an excess of humanitarian feelings so
sany times proclaimed by Mr. Sarraut, the prisoners in thp
srison of Nha Trang (Anpam) were put on a c}ry diet, ‘}hat is
y say, they were deprived of water with their meals? Is it

ue that the prisoners’ noses were daubed with iodine to

N m more easily recognizable in case of escape?
Am(ll(gn?eerning the pre}::autions taken to combat the plague,
‘he Independent of Madagascar date_d J_uly 13th, 1-9%1,
sublished a report of which the following is an extract: “A
.umber of dwellings have been burned, notab!y a rather at-
‘ractive one last Monday, that of Rakotomanga in Rue Ga11‘1e_-
\i. Mr. Desraux’s dwelling did not undergo the same fate; it
5 estimated to be too valuable with all it contains (50,000
‘rancs); consequently it was dec@ed 51mply to dlsxpfect it,
«nd that it would be forbli(dden to inhabit it for a fairly long
ime——si ths, we think.” . i
}m\;‘:]e i;);;n 2:1(1 that Mr. Desraux is a French citizen, while

to air forces expenditure, expenditure for which the colonies
i.e., the natives will have to cough up (Indochina, 375,000
francs; West Africa, 100,000 francs), Mr. Morinaud, deputyH
for' Algeria, said this:

i j i i We remind
zakotomanga is subject because he is a native.
Sur readersgthat the law of 1841 was voted for all French

seasants.

On this occasion, permit me, dear colleagues, after all the con-i
gratulations which have been addressed them, including one in
the Times, which described this feat as miraculous, in turn to
pay the homage of our admiration to the valiant Frenchmen:
who recently accomplished such a fine exploit, a homage which.
deserves to be shared by Mr. Citroen, the disinterested industris
alist, who did not hesitate to supply them with the financial and:
technical means.

What happened the day after this great event? Just that the
military posts we have in southern Algeria immediately ordered
those means of transport unparalleled for the Sahara, called
caterpillar trucks.

The posts at Touggourt and Ouargla—this information was
given to me recently by the Governor of Algeria—have just or-
dered two.

All our other forts will evidently soon be supplied with them.

It is necessary, within a short space of time, to install four or
five more, so that they succeed each other every 200 kilometers.

New posts will thus be created, They will immediately orders;
caterpillar trucks. In this way all the Sahara forts will easily be
able to inter-communicate. They will be able to ensure their
supplies from post to post with surprising facility. They will re-
ceive their mail regularly. (From the Journal Officiel, Novem
ber 1, 1923.)

r, six natives were arrested on a seftler’s
.rxiZesI;/iIgr(llafggrs CrzliDt having paid their taxes. In court, the ac-
used declared that the settler who employed them, M. de la
Roche, had promised (1) to pay their taxes; (2.) to l}ave':
hem exempted from prestations due to the pubhc, serv;(ce;t,
ind (3) to give them 10 francs salary for 30 days’ work.
tould be noted that this settler only emplloys them fpr one
a2y a week. To meet their needs, these napves are obliged to
.0 and work for Malagasies in the neighborhood of the
‘oncession. Furthermore, not only has M. de la Roche not
~aid their taxes, as he had promised, but has, moreover, it
cems, kept the money these natives had handed to him for
S\ nt of these taxes. . )

Yrrﬂz Administration for once opened an inquiry, But you
will see. . . . Notified of the matter, the Agrlcgltural Syndi-
ute of Mahanoro, of which M. de la Roche is probably a
member, telegraphed to the Governor General to protest
iwainst the inopportune raid by the police on M. deh_li
“oche’s property and to demand a sanction against the chie
“f the police station, whose crime was to have upcovered the
sbuses committed by a Frenchman to the detriment of the
natives.
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