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EDITOR'S NOTE 

J1J aotsm. which has wrought great havoc to 
hma, is now a great danger to world peace and 

the independence of other peoples, Southeast 
Asian peoples tn particular, especial! y when 
Betjing is entertng tnto o·vert collusion with 
Washtngton and other tmperialt t forces . 

We begtn our dosster ".rlgainst M aoi m .. 
with this book on h.inese hegernomsm and expa11 -
stonism. It tncludes two articles published in Tap 
Chi Cong San (Communist Review), the theoretical 
and polttical organ of th Communtsl Party of 
V tetnam, and as an appendix, an abridged ver ion 
of the White Book publtshed by the RV 1\f mis
try of Foretgn Affatrs in October r979 entitled 
.. The Truth about Vtetnam - Chtna Relations 
over the Last Thtrt y Years". 

Hanoi, June 19 o 
TET TAM C URIEH 

7 



TIIE RE CTIO ARY A TURE OF ill OIS.U 

. ·cl YE. ' Dl C BL ' II 

1aoi m, di gui cd under re,·olutionary 
slogans and Marxist phrases h <1 ' revealed it 
true colours as :in extremely reactionary 
icl ological and political eurrent. lt ha ' openly 
:tdopted a ho til e altitude toward: Mar, i m
Lenini m, to ocialism. to the genuin intere t: 
ol th . hine people nnd to the Jen:lopm n I 
or the three revolulionnry currt:n! in the 
WDrlcJ . 

To ex.pose the reactionary 1H1turc of L\[aoisrn 
, i<l ologi ally and th oretically. a nc cssary 

requirement or the struggle lo def at it. 
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[. 0 igin and nature o faoi m 

:\1 oi rn i , not a perfect . consi l n t and 
logical '.' tern . It i rath r a mixture of quite 
Jiff r nt and ft n onflicting oncepts and 
idea . In that mixture, petty-bourgeois and 
bourgeois natio11alu11 whtch ha. d veloped from 
Great-Han chauvinism into ureat-11ation expan
sionism and ur at-power Jzegemonism , constitutes 
th e en e. the nucleus. round thi all the 
borrowed element are mixed and a ocialeo: 
and the kin i painted with Marxi t-Lenini ' t 
phra e . 

.-\.t ..1 gh·e11 perioJ. ~faoism cau11ot h Ip 
having certain deformation-, as hanging 
drcumstance force il to adapt itself Anrl 
b au e o it pragmatic character ii can 
ea, ily adapt it ·elf to drcum ·tances. How
ever, behind tho e deformation!>. thL. core ha~ 
not changed - that is great-power chauvini m. 
expansionism and hegemonism. As for the 
Maoists, the} are not homogeneous. They 

plit into s veral factions with more or les . . 
clifferrnt 'i w . There are even differences ol 

io 

vi ws, vcn contra1lictlon between tho:.t 
faction and Mao himself, in one respect or 
an.other. Despite that fact, the common"'ground 
l)I\ which they are tancling is gr at-power 
nationalism. expansioni m and hegemonism. 
That common. unifi d basis has it focus in 
Mao. It u s Mao as a symbol. That i why 
despite the sharp and antagonistic contradic
tions which sometimes render them incompat
ible. they nll hold high Mao' banner to accuse· 
!heir opponent of being anti-Maoi ts. 

After overthrowing the "gang of four·· 
th~ present B ijing leadership d clared them
selves th only people loyal to Mao. In the 
resolutions of the Xlth Co11gress of the Chi 
nese Communist Party (August 1977) and the 
National People's ongress, ·th legislature 
(February 1978), the present Beijing leadership 
affirmed that :Maoism is still the political-ideo
logical foundation of the Chinese Party and 
State. In the meantime, under the pressure of 
the situation, they had to repair the conspicu
ous blunders of :·practices under :Mao and 
"the gang of fom ", and tart an apparent] _· 



" :k-. Lio iz.11ion" pr ·cs ill ho11 poli ' . So, 
it i trut that th y are n w holding high 1 I 's 

b. 111 r t diminat • \Iaoi ·m. ,\t fir t, sonw 
ptopl th LWht that tht> Hu -Deng clique \ ' ere 
graclualh · ming round t th right path. that 
the logk oi homL policy \ ould L·vent11ally 
fon. ' thl'm to pul right their for ign policy too. 
But that predi lion \\'a, on shown to he 

unfounded. 

i cour·e. we do not rule out the po sibil
ity of · de-f.1ao-ization ,. in certain a peels and 
to a ertain degree. _ erie of ev nts which 
ha,·e bet.n going on in B ijing recently have 
led to that opinion. Th~ ·· Practic i. th onl~I' 
criterion Qt truih" debate; the acquittal of 
many peopk who wer unju~tl. anction d 
under the "great proletarian cul tu ral revol
ution": the rehabilitation ,incl admission into 
th Politi al Rur au and. the Central 'ommitlc · 
of the hine <·Communist Part v of a number 
of former per:.onaliti ·; the reversal oi the 
a. t: ment of lht! Tien , n Men incident; the· 
appeara nce of a number of article critical of 
~ho in th<.; wave of wallpapers, de Isn't ii 

IZ 

trL1e that all thos ev nt arc gradually knoC'k; 
ing down the idol of Mao Zedong? 

Yes, the logic ot' the scramble . between the 
pre ent fa 'tion. in Beijing inevitabJ affects 

iao himse lf, vcn Mao's teachings. But, thm,"c 
q\1e·tioned teachings o.f Mao ar after all only 
ol secondary importance. And basically th~ 
pr' .nt Beijing leadership remain · Maoi t, for 
il still stands on the foundations of , laoism, 
th<1l i great-power chauvini m, cxpan ion ism 
and hcgcmoni ' m . 

In fact, Deng Xiaoping, twice a victim of 
I\lao hirnself, nurture a de p hatred for l\lao-

ct, ideologically, he remains a Iaoi t, be ·ause 
together with oth r p op le he is the gui<l in o

spirit of the ' four moderniz~1tions" aimed at 
creating a material basis for carrying out hi · 
ambitions of great-power chaU\'inism and ex.
pansionism. D spite his change of heart -today 
h may prai Mao to the ki , be ·au he 
cannot do otherwi ·e and because he considers 
il benefi ial to do so, unJ tomorrow he may 
\brow a\~ a tlrnt torn umbrella into the dust
bin or hi s tory - D ng ,ri~1oping, tlw typical 
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pragmati t, i objecti ely Maoist, because he i 
, tanding on the foundation of Maoism. 

L nin aid: "Naturally, '·e must take a 
ur basi , not individuals or groups, but a 

cla s analysis of the content of social trends . 
and an ideological and political examination o( 
their e ential and main principles (t). · 

o far a th assimilation of the f!f at-powe1 
chair i11isttc cmd hegemontstic goals - which are 
thr. 1111cleus of Jf aoism- are concerned, we can 
soy that the present Beijtng lead rship is more 
JI[ aoi t than Jlfao. 

~laoi m i not a one-off phenomenon or 
,H:cident. Its appearance and evolutton are linked 
;uith the Chinese social and h1stortcal conditions 
i1: the fir ·1 half of the 20th century, with thi: 
social strnct1n-e and the degree of development of 
China, wtth the Chinese tdeologicaf and psycho
. ocia/ traditions. 

The prim condition for th mergence and 
e. istence of Maoism is the economic, social 
and political backwardne s or Chinese society, 
th1,; obscuranti m, darkne.. . uper. tit ion and 

feebleness left by the feudal autpcratic reg1m 
in the Chines masses of people. We kno 
that the history of China is the hi$tory of mil. 
lennia feudalism. On the basis of a backward 
agricultural economy and a patriarchal system, 
it developed into a type of Oriental despotism. 
At the end of the 19th century capitalist rela
tions emerged in China. These relations accel
l'rated the d cay of feudalism, but the back 
ward and patriarchal agricultural production 
remained the majn production. Corresponding 
10 the backward econom was an under-de
' 'eloped social structure, and inadequate cla s 
differentiation. In i949, out of a population of 
+50 million there w re only 2.5 - 3 million 
!°a tory workers. The petty-bourgeoisie vn1 
overwhelmingly pr dominant, espe iall · the 
p a ants who aL'counted for 90,'% ol the popu
lation. Small traders. ·fflisans, anJ urb.rn lum
pen proletariat accounted for a rather high 
percentage. The Chinese bourgeoisie had 'arc -
ly had a chance to grow up during the time 
of penetration of foreign apital. and the bour
geois rcvoluti n which hrol out in 19n was 



too "'" ak, and wa, unabl de troy co.111-
pl tel ·th ' ~olid citad Io( f udali ' 111. That is wh 
,1fter tht reYolution Yuan hikai proclaimed 
him ·elf Emperor and th warlords fiefs mu h
roomc:d in th immens mainland hina. 

Th ba kward so ·io- conomic strucrurc 
t' h - 1-.t' d the de\ elopment i th working rlas~. 
th growth of its da s con ci nee and it political 
independence. De pile it tubborn trug<T]e 
in the '20 , despite the fact that ii had already 
~tarted to co-ordinate iL n tion ' with . Iarx
ism Lenini rn which had come to China in 
the wake of the Ru ian October Revolution 
the Chinese working class had just begun its 
Iii tory. The working-eta rno,·ement was not 
m:llure enough to hold hi h the banner of 
national independence, wlier a the bourgeois 
and petty-bourgeois movement had been 
emergin since the beginning of the century 
and was already \'ery strong. o_-tinsky, the 
Comintern repre entative, wrote in 1923: "In 
the present siluation of hina, the working 
cla s movement far from becomina 

- b 

a factor strong enough lo at1rac1 tlw 

national nto eme n t in it 
imperialism". 

truggle agaiust 

Under those circum tances the Chinese Coin· 
munist Party came into being. It was not 
fully prepared ideologically and therefore was 
not strong enough to fight and def eat the 
bourgeois and pelt -bourgeoi nationalist view
points. It had no definite political programmC'. 
:\Iao Zedong :.ldrnitt d : "At the time my 
thiuking was a ~trangc mixture of libcrali m, 
democratic rcformi m and utopian socialism! .. 
lie aclded: "Tlwi. .. 1 did not know anything 
about Marx and did not know about Lenin 
either. Therefore, I had no idea ;:iboul rgan
izing a Communist Party. l believed in Con
rucian idealism am! Kantian dualism." (Talk 
with representative~ of the Japane ·c S cial Party 
in Beijing, i96+). 

However, the Chine c: 'ommuni ' t ParLy had 
al that tilne great a !vantage offered by hi tori
cal necessity. Th s ad\'antage · er atcd the 
objective conditions for the Chinese r voluti n 
to reach an cpoch-maki11g tnrning point-to 

Nl3T l . 
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ad Yance directly from th democratic r volution 
10 ,ocialist H'Yolulion un Ynt-sen's three grea t 
poli ic (Alliance with Ru, ia. allian with 
th C mmunL t Party and , upport to the wor.l -
en; and pea.ants) was an hjecti\'e admi sion 
of the incapability of ca pitalism aud the C';:ipi
tali t 10ad in China. Jiang Jieshi (Chiang 
Kai- hek)\ hetrayal in r927 furth r r Yealcd 
tha! incapability. Tho e ,-ents, on the other 
hanJ. helped trong l_' affirm the p ition and 
rol of the Chine e ommuni t P arty. 

.:\Cao Zedong joined the Chin ' e Communist 
Party immediately after il wa born, but so f<lr 
;:i.s hi position and vi wpoinls are oncernecl, 
lze was ne et· a Marxist. At most we can 
con ider him as a petty-bourgeois revolution
ary, bu! a \'Cry cunning one, disguised as a 

ommunist. He tried to rely on the objecti\·c 
wrren t of history for hi s exi tc> nee and to tal e 
advantage of !oiling mas es a, pirnlions for 
revolution and sociali m to further his 1Kr.onal 
ambitions. Owing to the relative weakness of 
the Marxi t nucleus within the Central Com
mittee of the hinesc 'ommun ist Party, to th' 
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genera l low theoretical level of the Party 
owing to the v ry complex tatc in ~he P ar ty 
rcga rd in la ·s com po ition and ideology ; 
wing to Mao's special man< uvres, etc. Mao 

gradually escalated to the position as "leader_" 
of the Chinese Cornmuni t Party, and built 
and imposeJ hi · owu •·doctrin "-Mao 

Zedong Thqught. 

Man Zedong Thought is 11t cssc111e pelt_,_ 
bourgf'ois nationalism and takes on the cliaraocr
istics of great-nation chauvinism and hegfl11-
011ts111 . It is pc:tty-bourgeois ideology icilh deep 
traits of feudalwn, a11d in its development it 

tends to cha11ge over to the sland-poi11l of bour
ueois nationalism 
b 

M.1oism has grown up on the grollnd of a 
pelly-b urgeoi" chiefly pea ·ant, so icly in a 
Chin 1 till imhueJ -v ith rnedie\'al iJea , and 
poi ·oncd by the hl·avy uadition of Pan
Hanisni. Lcniu wrote: "On the other hand. the 
more buchward the country, the stro1iuer is the 
hold of s111all-scale agricult'ural production. 
pJtriarchalism and isolatio11, ultich incn ilahly 



/, 
1_1d p .1111<11far strc11g1/i and 1 :1acuy to the deepest 

1•) j1etty-bo111 t;eoi. prcj•1 I ices, i.e. to natfona/ 
egoism and national 11arro o-mindeclness." ( 2) 

The deep h<Hred of the hinesc peopl for 
th imperialus. l:rnd1ords and bureaucratic 
comprador Clpitali ts i , f rtik ground for the 
di semination of Marxi m-Leninism. "The 
Eastern lion," once a\ akened, would be 
in,·inribk if it were led by :\far.xi m-Leninism 
Ho\\l n~r. opportuni m which came into 
hci11g- at an early dJte, dislodge I the Chinese 
ptoplc's re,·olulionary mon.~ment r"rom th" 

~r~it of ilI~r. i m-Lcnini ·rn. Under the deep 
mflucn.·e o/ old pn' judicts, and decehcd b · 
dem.1gogic orportunistic mano;unes, the 
liro,1d 111·1s::;l_'~ o( the Chinese people were 
11ndhlc· to diff<"'rcntiatc bet\\ een Marxism :ind 
~Iaoi..,m. Thi· ,-.·as al o du· to the inclistin<'t 
lro1_1ticr betwe n re\·olution and opportunism, 
,,·~uch was C:O\ ered by the high tide of revol
ut10n which included all lend<'ncie of nation

~li 1:1·. Thus_ the temporary victory or Maoism 
'.n Chma (ol course thi is not a destiny} has 
lls deep cau c ·. 

20 

Ticsicles the ronomic a 11d soci.il rn11-;c s 
Maoism has its cki'initc thcorctic·al :111d id('o
locricnl premi es. H re we can sec clearly the 
ha!lmarlu of Chinese traditional ideologies, from 
the primitive dialectical clements in the theory 
of Yin and Yang, in Lnozi's "Book of Virtues" 
to the sophism of the Zhang Zhou group. \\'c 
sec in Maoism the cl at influences of Confucius 
and frnciu with its "resped for th e mon
arch", with its severe "three ta ks" and 
hypot-rilical "five virtue..;'', with its line· 
which consist in four points \"<:-lhmpro\ ment. 
running on 's family ruling oYer the country 
and pacifying the world}, and its conception 
of'' looking on people out itle China a barbar
ians", considering ilina as the ce-ntr ~ of the 
"\VOrld ". 

In i\Iaoism we ,iJso st·c th ' rct°kl"lion of the 
political .ideology of the Lcgalist groiq whnst· 
embodiment wa. the saYagl' auto rn y of Qin 
~hi Huangdi, an id<:> ilogy which pr on is d 
'iol l\CT nnd oppressio11, militarism, w11rm0n
gc:ring, v;111dalism and disrt'g:1rd of human life. 

t the l3eidnih .onfLre1 cc in 19 i\fao hjm. elt 

.21 



, p kt· ;lbOUI how lO '' 'Ombinc :\fooism ;rnd 
Qin .... hi IImng<li's method · in ord r to rule 
0\-er hine ·e ociety. \ :\foo admitted, he wa 
:111 ''on-the-, pot phi los phrr ". fao 1 ;1rnec.l 

nuinly fro .n the hi tory of hina, he learned 
from the models of auto rntic mperor to tb.e 
target of great-Han heg monism, from tie 
in i lious :111d barb,1rous measure to the cun-
nin!S tactic to usurp tlw thron , urh a 

''entering in o alliame and establishing axe ", 
"allying \\'ilh di ' !ant coun .rits in order to 
attack n·ighbouringrountries'', ''sitting on the 
mount.1in to watch two tig r:-: fighting", etc. 
The~ e le ·son are \·ery ri ·h in the hi tory of 
ince, '<llll w:ir in China. 

Howe\ er, it is erron ous to con ·ider Iaoi ~ ff'I as 
a purely hinesc phenomenon. political prng
mati t, Maowasal o v r.ed in the art of a ' ling 
according to the time . He knew how to ti k 
to the ground of " modern ism " to make u e of 
old tradition . He not only knew how to use 
the ancient to servt' the modern, but nlso to 
use "external factors to serve the nation 1 
intere ts". Thus the botirgeois political 

idc logy which enter <I 'hina at the be;ginning 
of thi century was not alien to Mao. More
ov r, Mao learned about that ideology in its 
" . inized" form that i when it had been 
remoulded in die spirit of traditio1n I (;reat-Han 
chauvinism through the reformi t bourgeois 
nntionalism of Kang Youwei, LirngQichao,. un 
Yat-s n and e en through the r actionary 
bourgeois nntionalism oi Dai Jitao and Jiang 

Jic. hi. 

\Vlut is tY1osL important is thi : ~1 aoiSln ts 
not only the product of Chtnese socio-historical 
ronditwns, but also a product and important 
manifestation of the class struggle between social
ism and capitalism 011 a world scale. So far n 
its content is concern d, l\faoism tone hes on 
matters which not only on ern China hut are 
of nniver- al oncern. The fact that ".VIao an l 
his follower had to put on the cloak of 
1arxism-Lcninism and , o ialism, indic tes that 
lfooism i not n purely Chinese phenomenon. 

The victory ol 1 farxism-Lu1inism and o iali m 
com[ elled its enemy to "w:we th r I fl g I 

attack the red flag", th·lt i~ a 1 o of epo h-maki ng 



' ignilk:lllCt' . . \mong th idc logical currents 
whi h affected Maoism, there Are anarchi m and 
Trot kyi m. 

, II the above-mentioned fa tors and inOuen
L'C , whether they orio-inat from Chinese 
hi tory or from foreign countrie , were mould
ed by ~Iao and his follo\ r, into their own 
under the d cisi~ e inflw:nc of petty-bourgeois 
ideas wd throu,crh the prism of petty-hourgeois 
nati01rnltsm. 

~Ia ism C'. entially refl ects thl' position and 
iuherent t'har:lderistic: of 1h petty-hourgeoi. it·. 
Of cour c it doe not repre ent :iwl cann l 

rL·pn .. ent the genuine interest.' of the petty
lill11rgeoisi e in general. of the p asantry in 
particular. As a ctn s "falling betw en two 
chairs" (Lenin), thl' pelt -bourgeoisie cannot 
defen 1 it own cla intere~ t . Tn the present 
times, the real, genuine inter . t of the petty
bourgeoisie onsists only in following the 
working clas . As Maoism i basically oppo ed 
to the tandpoint of the working class, not only 
can it not represent the real i ntere. t · of the 
pea_antr and pelt r-hourgt:oisie, but it nins 
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coun t T to the intcn·sts of those da%cs. The 
r lation hip between Maoism and the petty
bourgeoisie lie only in the fact that it reflects 
the go-bctwc n role of the petty-bourgeoisie 
and the inherent characteristic created by the 
po ition of that clac; . 

Th go-between role of the petty-bourgeoisie 
is clearly rdlt>ctec\ in Maoism through the 
louvoyag tactics between cla ·se-, the" Bon:t
partian l:1ctics ". 111deed, in eking social 
backing, Maoi m make usv of various cbssrs 
and strata, now thi . lique, now that on , and 
us11. lly relies on the co-ordination of rnrio11s 
soc-ial forces, oftt 11 directly oppo ·ing one_. 
n nder the ' ign boa rd of serving the i nterL'sl:::: 
o!" th whole nntion. Pretending tbat it. 
narrovv-minded interest arc:> the c mmon in
terests of th ' whole nation, 'standing oYer,. :111 · 
classes, i ' typical ol the pt tty-bourgeoisie. 

The petty-bourgeois natme of M1 i 'm, which 
is closely linked with Llie • bo .mentioned 
characteristic, is tht tendt:ncy I\) seek .. th ' 
third road" . Before 1949 this characteristic 
1n;inife t 1 iHwlf in "new de1-r1ocrnl'y ". 



By mean · of "nt_' \\ dcmocr:lL')' ", 7\-bo w. n cd 
to cre<lt a spe ial r ad, :rn riginal on 
for hina and brin a" new contribution" t the 
world, which would be qui! differt>nt from 
th road or the 0 .;tobcr R e \'OlufiOll, differ nt 
from both capitali m ;rnd ociali m. Here, with 
"the united dictatorship of many< h ·s s ", fao 
w:rnt d to carry out the dre:un of" h:1,·ing ric ' 
for e\ eryone to at" ( fao's own words). and 
thus on again we e again the p ·11y-bourgeois 
illll'ion about ·· the whole peopk's interests", 
·· :tanding v r" all da .. c .. 

~lao' hi~he t political id al is "ne' demo -
rn y ". the e sen('e of V\' hich i bourgeoi-s 
demo 'racy, "renewed" to conform to the age 
of proletarian revolution (thi · will be carefully 
anal rzed in the follo\ving part). I fowever, 
when •' ne\\ Jemo ra ) " was o ertake-11 l> 
historical necessity, Mao was forced to accept 
the transitional roacl to soci::ilism. H ' W:l . not -
plea ed with the "so ialist pattern" w ork<:d 
out by th e o~tober Revolution and which W:l 

e entiall · 1 eflected in the: re ol11tion of the 
, th 011gr .. (19-6) of the 'hine e 'omm11nist 
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Party. Mao n·j Tt ·d th;1I ro.1d and sought nn 

•·original" road taking hina to soda list~: the 
road of "three red banners". Iler<", with all 
his petty-bourgeois illusion, with hi fo~ntic 
vehemence and pf'tty-hourgeois advt·ntun fP, 

Mao and hi follower thought that they could 
w ith one leap r ach "l' mmunism" before the 
Soviet Union, and e onomically outslt ip fir t 
olall Great Britain, then th· l'nitLd tale., and 
rarry out th: ir dream of world h gem ny. 

How ' Yer, the pctty-h uro-eois chara tt'r of 
thi psyd10 lo y lies in the wift shift, from 
ont' extr .m e to the other . \Vhen " The three 
red banner·" w ere torn "the darion '<lll t 
adYance to comrnuni m" im1nediately hanged 
its tune, and became a funeral . mu ic. H in the 
p.lsl th y thought that they would wake up 
on· morning to find .omm11ni:sm in hinJ 
now they realize that it i so far a c y. And 
Mao said: ' ommuni rn will not necc .. nril 
come after h:n, of g nc.:rati n · ! · 

And in his d c· pc-ration the pl'tty -bourgcoi. 
sudden I lo e-; hi. t mper. He l , tro 'S t ver~ -
thing in :.lfitof ang r. In then<\mc of" ' t1llm " 



he sere nb . ··Re \olulion! Re\olulion!'' 
anJ ·· Proktari:rn~ ! Prolet;1rian ' ! " \\"i1h th · ·e 
\\Ord heh p, to .ay lhat"one .hould over
throw th ruling group which i taking the cnpi
t1li t road··. But in reality h ,, w:rnts to sma h the 
whole :\"'IL'm of proletarian dictator. hip. ''rilh 
hi t ·pical .mar hi.m. with hi hue ;ind cry 
:1!iout "ultr.1-left" re,·olution. \\ ith th back
ing of the · rmy ;ind Red Guard , with tht' 
l'h:rn\ inL ti, ideas an I the cult f '.\1ao verging 
011 fanath111, ell· . • the pr:wtice of • grcJt pro

let.\ri.111 cultur·tl re\ ulution .. whic h la . led for 

many year ... is th symbol of the unparalleled 

petty-hour eoi ... craze whi ·h . 1aoisrn has :tirrrd 
up in Chine-;c "ul"i ·t~ . 

\faobt icleolo y clearly rd.lel'ls pl'lty-bour

~eoi p yrholog\'. The pellY-hougt!oisic- has nol 
:111 independc11 t icleolog}. 'I'his i. determined 

by it intermediate position .\s it has no inde

pendent haracter. petty - bourgeois ideolog) 
ofter . ide with ho11rgcois ideology, and j-.; 

inevilahl\· 111rned into l>oun~t>ois idrolog\' . 
hi is n·11 ckarly ill faoi rn 

In fact, the " new d moc:rac, '' which . lao 
intended to carr) 0111 after the victory ot the 
dcmoerali · r volution as a whole hi torical 
stag before ad ancing to ociali m, if carrie~ 
out is certainl' not a th ird road between cap1-
1alisrn ;ind so ialism, but only th· capitalist 

road, the capitalist sy tern itself. 

Th doctrine on "ne\'\' democrac · ", again ... t 
~[ao' , wil l, i - nothin..,. but bourgcoi , politicnl 

ideology. 
Likewise, the dim 01· ~Iaoism to linJ a 

" hincsc-l •pe" sociJlism that mean one 
which does not obey the uuiversal law:' of the 
wh k world, and which i · oppostd to those 
la,vs can only be .1 clrnial of sci 11tific social

ism: that pati1 inevitably leads l\Lao anJ hi. 
follow rs to ·hift gradually to the reactionary 
standpoint of the bo11rgroisic and imperinli ·m. 
The logic here i : from petty-bourrreoi · nation
alism .\1 aolsm has become bourg ois 1wtional1.111, 
even reactionary bourgeois nationaltsm. It has 
gone 10 the lengths of rolludmg with imperwliSm, 
and officially opposillu .Uarxism. opposrnr; 
socialism , and all the Jor(U of 1 <10/11t1on and 



procrrcss i11 the world. That process which started 
rcith the advwt of ,Vao ha bce11 accomplfshed 
with the JI aoist c/;que w;thill the present rulin<r 
cirri . 

11. Th ma·n cont nt of ~l o~sl political 

id olog_ 

\\"ith it core a great-power c11auvinism 
e'>pan ' ioni m and hegemon i ·m, 1/ aoism is 
first of all a political ideology a11d politico/ 
prawa. A for it philo ophy and theory, 
they are only tools erYing the r actionary 
,·ie\Ypoint and polilical line of faoism. They 
are the mean for realizing the great-Han 
chauvini tic expansioni t and hegemonist pol
itical ambition and schemes. Of course their 
relation hip is not completely on -way. Theory 
an<l pbilosophy in '.\fao - h<' took a fancy to 
J hilo ophy - are uot only the tools and means 
for demon tration, they also play a definit 
role as a basis for :\Iaoist methodology, line 
and political practice. However, this aspect is 
not o remarkable a the other. Thus, when 
criticizing \1aoism we O\'erlook criticizing its 

:;u 

political ideology and political practice, and 
when criticizing its philosophy we do not con
sider its political hemes, tht·n we will fail to 

point out its real nature. 

s a political illeology, .Maoi 111 is r mark
able fir t of all in the fa 't that it pay lip e1 \' ice 
to, but denies in practtce, the historic role and 
misston of the working class, th Yanguarcl cla · 
which takes tile lea l in tl1c cause of eliminating 
capitalism, building socialism and comm.uni"m. 

Mao Zee.long wa not a l\farxist who betray
ed Marxism and became a rc\·isioni t. The 
truth is that Mao never was a Marxist becau&e, 
in practice, 1ao al ways consistently denied 
''the most funJamental point in Marxism" 
taccor<ling to Lenin). that is the historic mi -
sion of the vvorking cbss. 

Tao proYed hirnsclf lo b · a no11- laL i:-l 
ever since the publications of hi fir l wo1h, 
alter he joined lhc hinc-c Communist Party. 
In tl1c arii ·le "The Political l phcaval in 
Beijing and the Trader " publi hed in July 
r923, Mao officially consid r d th bourg oi ic 
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~ts "leader u of th revoluti 11. And in the 
o~iginal text of the work entitled " A1rnlysis 
ol th . ocia1 Cla es in China" published in 
th r Yiew "Chinese Peasant' of February 
19_6, Mao considered th ''-'Orking class onlr 
as " a friend of the r volution' , on the same 
looting a · lh pelt_ -bourgeohe and the semi
prol tarians. 'V hen it was introduced into hi 
'd cte<l \Vorks in 19:1. lhe passage wa - cor
r cte<l as follows: Only the s mi-proletarians 
an<l the petty-bourgeoisie \ ere "th closest 
friends" of the proletariat, then called " indus
trial \Yorking class ", and considered as the 
"ka<ling force of our rc\·olution ··. Despite 
those amendments, the work" Analysis of the 
Social la ·scs in China " i , by its nature, non
:\larxist. 

· o is !he work "Survey of 1hc Peasant 
l\10\ ment in Honan" {1927). In ils original 
text, the role of the pea ants was exaggernted, 
a for the working class, which Mao called 
··city dwellers", they were insignificant; the 
leadership of the v.-orking class and the Chinese 
CommJJni t Party wer · not mentioned at all. 

32 

Th passages related lo the working class and 
the Party were added later. Even in the most 
typical work of Maoi m "On New Democ~a~y " 
{r94o), the fundamental principle of Lem_n1s~ 
on the right to leadership of the proletariat m 
the bourgeois dernocrati revolution in· the. e.ra 
of imperialism was not initially referred to., 

\n the history of the Chinese Communist 
Party in the '20s am.I '30s this situation arose~ 
despite their supremacy, the Marxist-Le,ni_ni~ls 
failed lo analyse thoroughly the charactensLJc 
of China, a so 'iety in which peasants account
e<l for the vasl majority of the population. 
They only paid attention to worhr , to the 
movements in the citie . Their shortcoming 
comfrsts in overlooking the peasants and the 
countryside Mao Zedong took advantage of t~e 
shortcom in g and u8ed ii in his scramble .ior 

lower. 
To set great store by the rol of the pea ·ants 

aud the countrysid • to advocate building ha · 
areas in the countryside in th national .demo
crat le revolution in a cou ntry lik, Chirn1 i not 
" 111i:,..tnkc. [tis a uct"ssity. \.,._,Te arc fully on 

3 · CN.l:fl' Jj 



· th Mar 'i t-Leninist tandpoint if w und r
stand that in 'perifk histori al ondition · (as in 
China or Vietnam). to build re\'olu tionary base 
area in the countr ide is a concret form 
aimed al realizing fh l ader hip of th work
ing class ov r the peasantry, in order to s t up 
a worker-pea ant alliance; that the Red Arm 
though elect d mainly from th , p asanL wa~ 
by it political uatur • an arm r of the v.-orkers 
:mtl pea ·ants and pla< cJ uml r th · l adcrship 
of th· workiugclas ' (but not itnply"pea ant ' 
wearing uniform''' a Iao thought); that the 
revolutionar - moy ment in the country idc is 
not the product of the peasants alon but that 
of both the working class and p a antry; that 
the pea ·ant rnovem nt, judging Jrorn the whole 
revolutionary proce · from its origin and nd, 
cannot be <li\'orc ·c.I from the , truggle of the 
working cla s and the urban working people; 
that therefore both the working class and 
pea. autr_ are the main forces of the revolution 
in which the working clas plays the lcadin~ 
role. The following thesis of Marxism-Leninism 
i absolutely correct iu all circum tance : "The 

communist mov ment can never tarts from 
th ountryside, but it always starts only from 
the cities. " For communism can only be born 
from big industry and from the cla which is 
the special product of big industry-the work
ing cla s. 

The main experiences of the Chinese re\·ol
ution, if analysed and valu d in an objective 
manner, from the Marxist-Lenini t vi wpoin1, 
may rnnke an acti,·e contribution to the com
mon trea ure of the theory and practice of 
r<':\·olution. Ho\Yen~r tho c experi 'llt't'S were/ 
seen by Mao and his followers from the 
standpoint of petty-bourgeois nationalism.
tl1rough the prism of ·o-called "Chinese- 1yle 
Marxism". niversal laws are overlooked and 
particular v nts become principles. Thus, th· 
:;tress on the role of peasants and the country
side, the attack on dogmati n1 beca111 ' a mean" 
b which Mao under timated antl d nied th 
uni e~sal principles of Mar i m-L nini m, th 
historic role and mission of the working cla . 

It may be asked why the Chinese revolution 
was successful tn 1949 tf 1'1ao was opposed 
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the J1mdam..,11tal to most pr;nuplc 
JI an-ism ? 

of 

In fa t the birth ol th People's Republic of 
China in 19+9 wa a great 'ictory of thr 
Chine, e people ; it was the ,.i 'ton of tbr 
leader hip of the hine workina cla - through 
th hine e ComnrnnL! Party which wa then 
ba ically a ~farxi t-LeninL! party. That wa. 
rhc Yi tory oi ~Iarxi m-Lcninf m in China, 
the ,·ictory o( the historical tren<l in China 
\Vhid1 \\'J · then in complct conformity with 
the trend ot' the times . • \nother rl eci i\·e factor 
which I rough! about that \·ictor ,~as the 
extremely great assistance of the ovicf nion, 
and first of all the fact that th oviet Union 
routed the Japane e fa~cists' ua1idong arm~ in 

19+5. liberated the northta. t rn part of Chin,1, 
and th fact that the ovi ·t Red . rmv , ubs(
quentl · leit o\-er to llie Chines n:•vol~tion all 
it weapons and military r 1uipment as well 
a tho· captured from the Jap.1nesc. 

The development of the Chin sc revolution 
ir~ the '30 and '4-os which I d to the great 
\'JC'lory in 194-9 had in fact occ11rrcd ag:1in"I 
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\Lrn's sn·1 c·t olijvctin·s .incl "cltcnws . lius \\' 
1.:an rxplain how right <ifler the vit· tor~ of Hr~IJ , 

and the out ianding achievements of thl' first 
ye.us of the socialist revolution, Mao wa demot
ed in r956 at th r Eighth Congress of the hine ·e 
Communist Party .• Cao' thought wa er ed 
from the Party Con titution which had been 
:1dopted by the ~ eventh Congre in 194:. 

ot only in ·olving the problem of the 
hinese revolution did Mao make the role of 

peasants into an ab olute one and deny the 
role of the working cla s. That anli-Marxi t 
viewpoint was also incorporated by Mao 
and · his followers, including thr pre ent 
rulers, into thetr theory about the process of world 
revolittton . The "en ir lement of the c ilie by 
the country icle '' the i ha been de\'eloped 
into "eneir !em nl of the world citie~ hy the 
world ountry ' idc ". A for their theories on 
thi epoch and it uontradictions, on the "three 
worlds " theory. th y al o prin from a basi
cally anti-Marxi ·t source which on i t in 
denying the _world hi Lorie mi ion of th 
working cla s. 



The \Llrxh~t-~eninis t viewp int h !<ls !ha t 
tht> int ernational \\'Orking la ' , who ·e main 
achi ev men! beino- the world so ialist system. 
is the centre of the present time . . that in the 
alliance of anti-imperialU and anti-reactionary 
force , the leading role belong to the world 
working cla and the world socialist ystem. 
Only in tho e conditions ca n the anti-imper
iali t movement be radical in character. fulfil 
the ca u es of liberating their nation and their 
da , in the ocialist' ay. Through their mem
ber in e very country, through the existing 
ociali t y te rn. by the re olute> a nd thorough 

embodiment and defence of the fundamental 
and vital interests of the working masses and 
the oppressed peoples, the world working class 
i rallying in a natural and evident way around 
them all the progressive force on our planet. 
This helps their movement of struggle follow 
the right direction, and involve them in the 
struggle against the common enemy, that is 
capitalism and imperialism - the sources of 
social injustice. of oppression , of unjust wars 
of aggression of our times . 

In rndi ' al op po ·it ion to M arx ism -Leninism, 
the core in the Maoist theory about t~ e 
process of world r evolutio~ is th~ .denial 
of the working class's histoncal mission of 
world signifi ca nce. While stating that ~ur 
time is the " time of imperialism and proletana~ 
revolution " , Maoism has in fact " blotted out_ 
the existence of the socialist system, the m ain 
achievement of th e world working cla s. If in 

196o in the article entitled "Long ~ive Lenin
ism " and in 1963 in the "Suggestions Abo_ut 
th e General Line of the \i\Torld Communist 
Movem ent" (both these articles are full of anti
Marxi t-Lenini. t contr ntions), that denial wa 
hidd en in th e definition of the epoch. in 1974 
Deng Xiaoping m ade it public at the nited 

rations . 
By den y ing th cxL tence of the so ialL t 

cnmp, Maoism, of course, denies the mo t fun
damental contradiction of our times - that 
'betw een socialism and imperialism. In-
tead, it raise the contradiction between 

d f f 11 " ocia 1-im per ia lism, an ir t o a 
imperiali m ", on the one hand and the 



oppr~·ssc-d p ·opk. on 1he nther. Ticn c the 
"lhr world ' " theory. 0 in the vi w or th e 
reactionary ·Jique in Beijin . the Soviet Union 
(in fact they mean the world sociali t system 
in aeneral) ha, become th e " main enemy ". 

ppo ed to it are the two and a half world . 
in which ··the third world L the main force": 
"the . econd world" (including the Ea t Euro
pean ·ociali t ountrie - xcept the So,·iet 

nion - ::inc.I d veloped ca pilali t countries in 
Western Europe Japan and anada) is the 
intermedia te area which ·an be allied \·villi. 
and ;l half world is the United States (which 
helong to the ·· first world" comprising the 
two super-powers). The nited States, in th 
opinion of . Iaoi ts, may be won over becau e 
' our enemy' enemy is our friend". And for 
the Beijing rcactionar ruler whoever oppo e 
the oviet ' nion is their friend ! 

\ ilh this analysis of th world political 
force , Maoism actually stands on the position 
of the most reactionary classe , and sides with 
imperialism to oppose the world working class 
and the world socialist syst rn which are the 

s ia\ force ' standin~ in the c ntrc ol our 1i111, s. 

A for "the third work!" it i con idere<l by 
Mao as the "main for e" of the world r e ,rol
ution . This i bluff and demagogy, aimed at 
using "the third vrnrld" a a jumping-off 
place for Maoism to achieve world hegemony. 

In a nutshell, the whole reactionary content 
of Maoism is determined, in th e final analysi , 
by thi fundamental point: not only doe · it 
deny but it oppose the working cla 's world 
historic mission-that is to eliminate capitali m., 
:md build socialism and communi m - and 
replace it by grea t-power .nationali m ' n I 
hegemonist objectives. 

One of the most important parts of lvlaoi·m's 
political ideology ts •· new democracy". 

Beijing propagandists affirm that in hi . 
work " On ew Democra y ". Mao Zedong 
developed Lenin's theory about the transform -
tion of bourgeois democratic re olution into 
ocialist revolution . In reality , if we compare 

it with the original ed ition in Mao Zedong's 
'elected ~'arks publi hed in Dairen in t946. 



we can . tt' th:11 i\Ino's "~ew Dem crncv " ha:
nothing in common with Leninism. 

From the tandpoint of the proletariat, Lenin
i m onsider the anti-imperialist revolution 
for national liberation a part oi the tru~gle 
ao-ainst world capitali m and the first step 
towards the truggle against local capitalism . 
Lenin wrote: "It i perfect) clear that in the 
impending deci ive ba11le in the world revol
ution, the movement of the majority of the 
population of the globe, initially directed to
ward national liberation, will turn again t capi
tal ism ... " (J). That means, to fight imperialism 
and liberate the nation i to prepare the prerf'
qui ites for the socia list revolution . Likewise, 
the fight against feudali m i not only aim d 
at developing capitali m, but mainly at blaz
ing the trail for the . ociali t revolution. The 
more thorough-going the anti-imperialist and 
anti-feudal task , the clearer the road to social
i m is swept That i why Marxi m-Lenini m 
holds that "the uccessful end of the national 
democratic revolution also mean the beginning 

01· the socialist revolution''. There i · no inter
val bet\ ecn tho e two revolution . 

Maoi m e entially con iders the anti-im
periali t and anti-feudal revolution a aiming 
to create favourable condition for the develop
ment of capitali m in China. In his work'' n 

ew Democracy" published in 1940, Mao 
Zedong, in hi hf'art oi hearts. denied the 
change from the Chine c bourgeoi democratic 
revolution to the sociali t revolution. And in 
the work "The Chinese Revolution and the 
Chinese Communist Party" (Chapter II, point 
6). whe:-n speaking about the pro peel of the 

hinese revolution. Mao wrote: "After 1he 
victory of the revolution, a it has removed all 
obstacles on the way of development of api
tali m, the capitali t econom in the Chine e 
society will be rather developed. That can be 
easily imagined and is no surprise". 

The fundamental difference betwe n Lenin
ism and Mao Zedong's thought can be seen 
in the question of the condition which de ide 
the po sibilit y of hif ting from the bourgeoi 
democratic revolution to 1he ociali t revolution 



byp ssinl{ the.- st~i~·e of ( :1pitulisl <lc:vt::lopmenl. 
Lenini m hold 1hal those con<litions :Uc : ~11 
home, there mu t be the leadership of th pro
letariat: internationally the aid of the prolet
:.lrian dictator hip of the ountry or countrie 
which have achie d the re olution. But Mao 
Zedong never recognized those two condition . 
It is obviou that Mao denied the leading role 
of the working cla . As for the econd condi
tion, right at the beginning of the '4o , Mao 
nurtured the intention of not relying on Soviet 
aid, and wanted to o-et the backing of the 
American. after the e-cond World ~tar. In 
Augu t r9H, talking with the second secretary 
of the American emba sy in China, Mao aid : 
"\Ve do not expect aid from Ru sia ... Chine e 
and US intere. t are imilar .... o we'll have to 
co-operate ith each other." Then, Mao also 
told an American journali. t: "We don't want 
to advance to communism on the Soviet pat
ti-rn ..... 

In April r94j, in hi report "On the Coali
tion Government" at the Seventh Congress of 
the Chinese ommunist Party, Mao Zedong 
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lated: "Capitalism in our country is still too 
eak and mall"' "the struggle for n.e"\' 

democracy will be long". He affirmed:" W1t?
out the development of the private capitali ·t 
economy and other economic . ectors one can
not build ociali m. , In March, 1941)'. at the 
, d plenum or the Central Committee of secon . 1 1 ) 
the . hinese Communist Party (7th egis. ature, 
:\fao Zedong e , pres ed certain res~rvat1ons to 
the effect that after the victor . ot the demo
cratic revolution in China, there mus~ be a.101.~~ 
period tor building a" new democrat! · oc~:t) 
In Mao·s opinion, the "new democratic. so
·ietv ;, is a whole regime with a comprehen
siv; structure including new uemocratic poli
ti.CS, new <lemot'ratic eC'onom <tnd new demo
cratic culture. The n w democratic conomy 
i8 un economic structure compri ing many 
sector including the capitalist one. And what 
about new derr~ocratic politic ? In hi article 
"On People's Demo .ratic .l?ictator hip''. pub
lished in Jun 1949, Mao af tirmed that 1t wa. 
not proletarian dictator hip but "a. o:ilition 
dicta!OrRhip of four classes: the \· ork1ng cla , s, 



1he pea antry, the pett r-bourgeoi ie and the 
national bourgeoisie. " . 

I there anything in common between that 
tand and Leninism. Ab olutely not. °Vlie 
hould not think that it is the development. 

th~ enlargement of Lenin's notion about revo
lut~onar democratic dictatorship of the prole
ta.nat and the pea antry. Lenin did affirm that 
di talorship ' a ah,·ays the dictatorsh· f 
cia I - ip o one 

· n fact, as long a the political line 
belong~ t a _class, as long a that class owns 
the mean ot coercion. dictatorship belongs to 
that cla Those cannot be hared , cannot be 
coaked . 

Th dictator hip of the \·\"Orking cla s and 
the pea. an fry ref erred to b Lenin should be 
und rstood a. cs entially a form of . 
f th 1 . prem1 ·e 
or e pro etanan dictatorship which is to 

carry out the tasks of the transitional p . d 
from th b . eno 

. e . ourgeois dernocra tic revolution to 
!he soc:rnlist revolution Once the r· t I . . irs revo t1-
t10n 1s successful we should sh.ft · 
. ' - I over to the 
second re\'Olutio11; there canno1 be, and in fa<.:1 

4, 

never has been a period of dictatorship of the 
worl ers and peasants. 

nee the bourgeois democratic revolution i 
accomplished, either weican advance to social
i m with proletarian dictatorship, or w can 
establish capitalism with bourgeois dictator-
hip. There can be no third way. Mao Zedong's 

"new democratic society" is in fact nothing 
hut capitalist "Ociety; a for the "coalition 
<lk tatorship of four clas es", it will not be a 
"form of State belonging to the third category" 
as Mao said,~but can only be bourgeoi dicta
torship. As Ia matter of fact Mao Zedong' · 

ew Democracy " does not go farther than 
un Yat-sen's " anminzhuji" (three principle 

of the people) . It does not go beyond the frame
work of bourgeois polttical ;deolouy. Moreover. 
.' un Yat- en v as great because he advanc d 
from •· Sanminzhuji' to "Three Great Pol 
icies" (Alliance with Ru sia alliance with the 
Communist Party and support to the work r 
anJ µeasants)1.becau e he declared (in<lircctly 
and in an objective manner) the incompeten ·e 
and outdatednes of bour oL political ideolog 



and the ne e ity of it repla ement b • the 
proletarian political tandpoint. A for Mao 
Zedon , he wa nry dang rou for he tried to 
di ui e hi "new demo racy " a Marxism
Lenin i m. vV . can ay that he wa reactionary 
for he ' a not practising what he prea._ched 
and att mpting to di tort hi tor_ . nd while 
he d Jared h wa. following the proletarian 
path, he actual I y took the bourg oi road 

If for a Jong period of time l\fao wa able to 
hide hi, anti-l\Iarxi t natur und r the gui ·e of 
:\[arxi ·m-Lenini m, he could not do so 'Nhen 
the re\·olution shifted to the socialist ·tage. 
Thi i becau e, unlike in the national demo
ratic re,·olution where the pe tty-bourgeois 

andpoint or even the bourgeois tandpoint 
could be tolerated, in the socialist r \'Olution 

) 

owi11g tQ its proletarian nature, this is impos-
..,ible. Only lhc . ocialist revolution can help 
di tiuguish the proletarian and the non-prol ta
rian vtandpoint , genuine Marxist ideology 
and non-~farxist ideology. Of cour e there i · 
still a problem there are many kinds of ocial
i:m and \1ao himself took ndvantagc of 

+ 

·o ·ialism, managingto<lcceive many people. But, 
it i obviou that Mao revealed his true colours 
in the turning-point of the Chine e revolution 
as it shifted to the sociali t stage. 

So, what can we ay about the vtewpomts of 
.M aotsm on the problems of soctalism? 

The mosl esscn ti al point here is lha t Maoism 
make , use of the i<lcal an<l method oi ociali -m 
to serve his great-pov;cr chauvinist and 
hegemonic objectives. To all intents an<l pur
poses, Iao and his followers ha,·e n vcr been 

forxist socialists. They found in ociali m nol 
a s icncc, a theory, a platform, a revolutionary 
path aimed at radically transforming ociety, 
but a means which i particularly attract ive for 
the masses of the people. They made use of 
and relied on the Chinese people' revolutionary 
an<l socialist aspiration for their existence. 

In the pre ent time, when China is o poor 
and backward, is there any other banner more 
attractive and inspiring for the people than th 
bann r of socialism! How u ful it is to u ' it 
as a mask for great-power chauvini t and 
h gemonic objectives. Thu it i ornpletel, 
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rcaso11,thk to call Maoism 'Ol'i<tl-chau\ i11is111. 
It is ch,1u ,·i11ist in csst'llCt' hut disguised as 
s ·i.1li m ! 

\\-' must ":ty that ~Ltoism did not infiltr;1tc 
the.: !inc~ of the Ei hth '011g1-css of l he Cb incsc 

ommu11ii:;t P arty in tq:6. "hich wc.·rc l'Ssc11-

tL1lly .'.\fan i ·t-Lcninist. To carry ou t 'oci:tlist 
inJustrializalion and ocialist tran~formation of 
a<Triculture, handicraft - and pri\·atc capil~tl i l 
in<lu try and commerce, to impro,•e the pco
pk 's Ii' i11~ . !andards, to unite with the ov ict 
l'11i o 11 .ind lite so ' i·d i · 1 camp, lostru~glc ag,1i11s! 
impt>ri.1li-:111, ell' .. these \\~· re c. ·orrL't'l l k1ne11h 
in th , li11c of the Eig-hth ongrcss, that is the 
Co11 res· whi ·h pu:)h d b.ick th-: influence of 
~fao Zedong ' thou<Tht. 

But ~lao rcfu ed to retreat. lk tried by C\'ery 
m ans lo cou nter-attack right after th e Con
~rl'ss. The rcs11lt was th.it in 11r,, at the second 
:- i:..,s irn 1 Ill !ht Ei gh lit C.:011 g rcss, )\ (' 111 ana gcd to 
reYcr e the situation : to annul the corr ct lines 
worked out by the Eigh1h .ongress in 1956 
and to irnpo c his "gc.:neral line" abou t 
socia list revolution and f)lti)tli11g oti,tli ·m 
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which con ·ists in "cxertin r all an.lour, try ing 
to march in the vu11, un<l building soc ialis m in 
<rrcat quantity, rapitll , well and 'vvith 
t'l'onomy". Later ~lao had t\\ o more "initiatives", 
11:1mcly "people' · co111m11ncs" and "the 
(Jr<'at Lea p Forward". Thu. the so-ca lled 
"1/11 rr 1 (,/ h<Jflfl<rs" <',llllt' into l>ci11g. 

\\ 'c.· sha ll not c !.tboratc ou .. the thrc.< rrd 
banners'', but onfirn.; oursclve · to point in 
out the basic poiut that "the three red ban
JH:: rs" are the curiou · products of a crazy am
bition begotten by 1ao Z Jo11g's grt'al-powcr 
chauvinism and hegemonisrn. Indeed, it i , nol 
<l i fficult to see the moli ve behind the " three 
red banner " - to catch up \\"ith and outstrip 
Great Britain in 15 ear , then catch up with 
and out trip th l l , and advance toward 
carrying out ommunism before the O\'itt 
Union. It was only wi. hful thin kin which 
ar e from a d ir for h gemony. Tt i "ell 
ku wu how a a re~ult di. a t r befell 'hina 
and the hine e pcopl . 

fter the fia o of the'' Gr al Leap Fon\ an.I " 
th c ion of the C ntral ( ornmiltn· of th · 
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hin se om mun i t r.1r1y held in Lu~h.1 n in 
1q_-q pu.:hed '.\fao into lhe h.1ckground. Rut he 
n:-fus l to .1ckno\\ led <' def al .111d l>ickd hi , 
lime for a comeback. ,\nyhow. i\lao was not 
re;tlly def a led. bet';llJ~{' tlwre \\";\ no \ ictor r 

yet in thi battle. There \\"a, not a p rso11 who 
wa really riaht '' ithin the top k.1dcr~hip of 
the Chinese ommuni t Party. To real :-.t1n
i t-Lenlni t wa in a po ilion lo <l feat L10 
completely. Total ,·ictory would have meant 
radicating i\Iao' thought: great-power chau

Yini m and hcgcmonL m. Yet thi thought did 
not belong lo Icto only but was th founda
tion for the polilic<tl line of the Chine c leader
, hip. That thought was \'ery strong and getting 
tronger. :\1ao managed to u the an ti-re,·i ion i I 

banner, and the eriou counter-re\·olutionary 
\"enl' in Hungary and Poland to rai' China' 

pre tigc. Again t that background, there wa 
little difficulty for Mao 10 rail hi force , and 
rearrange them for a new attack on the hi
ne e Communist Party and ociali m In hina 
He him elf tarted the " Great Proletarian ul
tura/ Revolution" . 
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In fact it wab not a revolulion , but a counttr
revolutionary coup d'i>tat. It wa called a 
·· ultural R volution ", but it wa the del>truc
ti n of culture, it wa ailed a "Proletarian 
Revolution", b11t it wa the wor t anti-com
munist action ever. o we can ee that the 
c s n 'l' of th rca t Prolt'laria n ult um I 
Revolution" was great-power chau ini m and 

hegem ni m . 
It primary t:1 k w::i to repla e Marxi m

Lcninbm with 1ao Zedong's th ught, to re
·tore the ideological po ition of Mao Zedong' 
thought, which W<l recognized at the eventh 
P;1rty onar s but later rejected ::it the Eighth . 
Mao and his clique of followers e timated that 
if the 800 million hine e were armed with 

foo' , t ho1wht- the" a po ,.ee" of human intellect 
in om times-they would be able to lo ev ry
thin~. C\' ·n to submit the w rld to their ' · ill 

In the fervent ch·1uvini ·t spirit f the '' .ul
t11rnl R ·:,·olution ", \f10's follower did th ir 
he t to canonize '.\1:10 aud his thought, not 
only in China. but al o n the " ·orld , :.l 

whole. 1\t holn , in order t carr' out their 



crn\· ;11nbilinn, , lhcy raise the banner of 
pp ing th • a pita Ii ' l road er ". Thi ' \ :i ' 

aim d :it cru hin th hine c Communist 
Part , the Chinese prol tarian tate and the 
"hole politi :tl structure of the ystem of 
proletarinn di talor hip. broad, they tried to 
rai e China' pre lige and Mao's ideological 
role in "leading the whole world". On the 
one hand. they demagogi all ' claimed to 
oppo e imperialism, because in re::ility they 
w re gradually taking sid with the imper
iali t . On the other hand, the· oncentrattd n 
oppo ing 'the o ial-imperiali t power-the 

OYiet nion ". But in fact th ~y opposed the 
W1)CIJ s cialL I -Y te1n . the world comm 111i t 

and workers' 1110\'Ctnl'nt. :ind sowed di\•i. ion 
in the world re,·olulionar' ino,·cmenl, in a bid 
to set up :l sep<lr ~lle Communist Intcrna1io11:.tl 
hc:1ded lH' th · ~faoi. t.. 

The tln·en year of th ' 'ullural Revol-
ution" brought untold suffering to the Chin e 
people and serious losses to China in all fields 
of social life: economically, it brought hina 
to the \'erge of c;oll:.ipse, The los es c;ausc:<l b 
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tht' "C'ul111ral Hcvolution" w e re muc:h hc:.iyi c r 
than those caused by the " th rce reel ban 11crs" 

moven1ent. 
Are th present "Four M oder111zattons" a 

denial of the Cultural Revolution. a "d!·
Mao-ization ", a return to Marxism - Leninism? 

b 'olutely not. They ar e the continuation of 
hoism b r other means. 'J'he e~sena of the 

Four lvf odernizations ts sttll cha11vmiSin. that 1s, 

they are stil I based on ;'vf aoist ideology. 

The real rnotives and objective of the Four 
Modernization remain tho e of the" Cultural 
Revolution" and ''the three red banners"; 
that mean there i still consistent applicati n 
of fao's inslru tion: ·Such a situation should 
not be allowed to happen in \<\ hich, our coun
try after many decack . till doe not become 
the first power in the world." In i956, when 
declaring th:1t China hue\ to out trip the l S 
economically in the 50 to 60 years to com , 
Mao said in tones full of chauvinism: ''That 
is a duty. You hnvc ·uch a large population, 
such an irnmen area, you h:wc , uch rich 
natnrnl r ·so1nocs; you n1:, said t h \·e built 
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. o ialism, and are maintaining uperiority. The 
fact i that if a ft er -o or 60 y a rs, you fail to 
out trip the : you arc aood for nothing! 
Thus you \Vill have- to em e your eJf from the 
earth. o, not only you have the ability of 
out tripping the U , but it L necessary that 
you ,hould do it, it i a must. I f you fnil to do 
o, our hine. nation will be no longer 

worthy r 1~1e world's peopl s, and our con
trilmtion to mankind will not be great". 

In the prdal e co bo Z dong , ek ted 
'W rks \ olume \ recently publi hea, Hua 
Guofeng onveys that instruction of Mao' to 
the Chine e people in this e. cited chauvini t 
way:" I there any Chine e, be ide the" Gang 
of Four", who can remain indifferent after 
reading tho e word by Chairman Iao? Is 
there any Chinese who does not fight vvilh 
ardour?" 

We mu t say at on e that modernization on 
the basis of socialism and following the ocial
ist orientation is an objective requirement of 
China. The hinese people'. aspirations to 
build a great sociali<it China, with rnocl Tn 

indu, try. agriculture, national defence, 
ulturc, sci nee and technology, and a happy 

life for the people, are entirely legitimate. 
Tho e aspirations have won our sympathy, 
respect an l full upport as well as that of all 
the om mu ni t in the world, for they will 
bring happiness to the Chinese people and at 
the ame time increa, the pre tige of . ocial
i m. They will me t the need of incr asing 
the trength arnl influence of world soeialism. 
\Vhat a good thing for the RV to have com
mon bard r · with a great, pro. ) tTOllS and 
strong sociali t China! 

Yet, the clique of traitors and 1ao's follower. 
in the Beijing ruling circle think differ ntly. 
They take advantage of the ju tified aspiration 
of the Chinese people and under the banner 
of ociali m follow their own great power ch·m
vinist and hegemonic aims: ' To build Chin. 

..: into a 1110 lern socialist country, into one of the 
mightiest powers in the world by the turn f 
the cen tury". That is n rn.ost d magogic cHtch 
phrn e. Here, the nationalist view that hin:1 i 

the c nter of the world h:1 , be n ncbpted to 
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m< Ian tinh'.' \\'ith :ol i:llist rhetoric. Th 
.trength and the o-n'atnes - f the country is 
the en<Tlobincr political ta,' k, and the Four 
Mo<lernizations ar onl the mean to carry 
out that gn at-po\•ver chauvini t objective. 

The fina l objecti e i always the most 
important part in a political line. It shows the 
nature of the line. It determine the T\i\t11re or the 
t:i. k ::ind mea ur et out in th· politic~11 lint:' . 
The "Four :Modernizati ns" . logan pre erves 
~lao · idea on economic <le,·elopm<>n I. Economic 
development must erve fir ti · tht strengthening 
of China militar potential o as to help 

hina gain it · superpo\ er" position and not 
to improve the Chine e labouring people's 
mat rial and cultural life. To all intents and 
purpous Jf aoism allows the [!reat-pnwer chau
vinist, !tegemnnic ob jt'cli'z•e 1 o rep! ace the ob jecuve 
of b11ildi11g socialtsm and comm11111s111 w!tirh is 
t!te historic tlllSSfOn of t!te workmu class. 

An extremely reactionary and anti-Marxi t 
theory in Maoism ts the so-called "theory on 
the contin11atwn of the revo/11t1011 under pro
leturia11 dtctatorShtp ". Beijing propagandists 

continuall r make a C'ulo~y of iL? Thi · is "a 
y tcmatic summing up of the hi torical ex

perience of proletarian dictatorship in both posi
tive and negative respects", it is "the great(' t 

lesson or the world communist movement for 
over half a century". They affirm that with 
this theory Mao had "developed in a brilliant way 
the Marxi t-Lenini t theory on clas truggle and 
the concept of proletarian dictatorship, and had 
create l a third great landmark in the history 
of Marxism cl v lopment ". They claim that it 
is the "greatevt contribution'', the "greatc t 
creation " made b Mao Zedong. 

To use extreme leftist revolutionary phra e 
to hide nn extreme rightist viewpoint, a co11nter
rcvolutionary line, that is a _alient characteristic 
of Maoism. Th is ch" racteristi of cou Le hn. 
been revealed in th so-called theory of "continu
ing revollltion under proletarian dictatorship". 
Iler the p' udo-re,·olutionary eh·iractcr 
lies in such phra e a. ' revolution", "pro
letarian dictatorship" that Mao and fao' fol
lowers used to serve obje tiv s whi h h~we 

nothing to do with ,ocia li 't revoh1t i n or 
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wilh the r al nature :111tl rnL sion of pr le1 :1rian 
di tator hip, the in lrument of 1hnt revolulion. 

Indeed. faoi m on ider proletarian dictator 
$hip only a uppre. sive viol e- nc , as for its 
t:1 k of organizin and building - the mo t 
funJ. mental function of prolet:ll"ian dictator 
ship - it is com pl tely dropped. (, ce How to 
Co1Tectly ol?.1e Contradictions Among the Peopl 
by Mao Zedong). The function of "repre . ing 
th rcacti n::iry cla ' c and factions", in 
prn tic , hns b en di l rtell by Iao s fol lowers, 
ju t a they di ' lort the l\larxi t lhcory on C'la . 
trUO'O'(e in general under proletarian dictator
hip and turn it into a continuous crambl . for 

power among variou factions. We do not 
mention the fact that, as a y t m of orcraniza
tion, a ma hinery, proletarian di Lalor. hip in 
China i no longer proletarian diclatorship but 
h. . be n turned into th power machine o ( 

the faoist clique of traitors, who con id r th · 
' ' army a the mainstay of proletari an clictntor -
hip ". In e ence, it L a militarL t and bureau

cratic diclator hip. 
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Apparently, after tl1 prolelariat ha · cizccl 
pow ·r, class struggle docs not disappear. It 
continues in new conditions, in new forms an<l 
of course wilh new content ' , The proletariat 
must contin ue 1hc class struggle in order to 
transform the ol<l soci ty, buil<l the new one, 
an<l a<l vance towarJ , the fina I ai111 - to build 
communism, a cla slcss society, a society 
without class struggle. 

To achieve thi , it is not enough to overthrow 
an<l suppress the exploiting. reactionary classe . 
There still is a t:1sk, and the most essential one. 
It is to 1ransform and rebuild the whole social 
economy on the basis of ·odali t collective 
mastery :rncl a modern large industry with an 
ever improving technical level, which ensure 
an 11nceasing developm ent of production aimed 
at satisfying ever more fully the growing 
material and cultural need of lhe people. Yet, 
the Maoists do not con ider that ta k as cla s 
truggle. They speak of three mov ment : 

class struggle, stru gle in production, cientific 
experimentation, in whi h ' cln truggl 
is the kingpin" . They say: " to hold 
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firmly the rc,·olutionary 1~1sk and s!<:>Jl up 
production ". 

By SL'paralill<" lhl' s!rug rJc in proclucliOll and 
s ·kntilic expcrimu1lalioa from the class ·tru<r
gk t'r m lhe reYolulion under proletarian 
~ictatorship ,md opp sing lh ·m, Maoism, in 
ta1.·1. does 1101 consider the ta s k of hui Id in •r 

. 1· b soc1a 1 ·m .is cl:i ·s ·trucrok \\"hik this ta ·I i · in 
reality the mo · t ential conlenl of lhe cla s 
· trugo-le, of !h • rc,·oJution u n<ler pro] larian 
dictator-hip. In lh ' articl entitled "To Carry 
to the End the ConUnuation of the Rc,·olutio1J 
under Pro] tariau Di ·tator ·l.1ip" as a preface tu 
\ olume V of 1ao Zedong' S lected Works, 
~ua Guofeng affirms Iao Z <long' thought as 
lollows: "Chatrmau Mao demands that we 
should not. even for a minute, for get the struggle, 
and hold firmly tlze task of class struggle, to do 
!he s ·ia li I re,·olulion<Jry work and the 
building of $OCiali. m well and ·tep by s te1 ... 
Chairman !\fao dem and · th at each of us shoul<l 
do o; we must do so, in a firm and unbreak
able way" (H ongqt-Red Flag- Review, o. 
~- 1 977) . 
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Tu s ·paratc c I ass :1 nd clas · struggle from the 
rnodc of production, from Ifie <lct'inilc level of 
d ·vclopmcnt or pro lu ·lion is entirely alien lo 
~h1n.ism. That is Maoi 'm. lt argues that" in Lhc 
socialist so · icty there ·till exist contradictions, 

las ·cs and class s1 ruggk ", and from lhi 
:-;(arling point d \'C]op ' 1hc theory or continllillg 
revolution u11dcr prolctari;Jll dictatorship. That 
"starting poiut" is a completely abstra t affir
mation. 

First, there a re cont rad ietions every w h Te 
and at an lime, 1101 only under socialism. 

Sccoud, Mao aud his successors \Vahl to p cify 
that these arc" contradictions b ·tween r lations 
or production an<l forces or production, contra
dictions b tween th · economic base and the 
super ·tructurc ". Those contradictions exi t in 
:in_ society, not only under ociali m. E n un
der communism those contradictions still exist. 

Third, l ying to be mo e "P cific. th - say: 
the c are "contradiction betw en th ' bour
geo1s1e and the proletariat, contradiction 
betwe n the capitalist road and the ociali t 
road". Y ·t thi ·till ab tract. Ind cJ, 



so i_alist soci .ty is a very I ng histori al stage 
la_-' lm from the e tabli hm nt of proletarian 
dictator hip to ommunL t ociety. Jn that 
·t::ig~. sociali m ha , it own transition period 
of birth formation, and ii p riod of growth 
on the basL of ils ow 11 strength, and it , period 
of p rfection and maturation in which it is 
turned into a communi t "Ocicty. How the 
~Ia ' S _tructure the nature of the cla s s, the 
late ol each clas, ha\·e hanged through th . d o e 
pcno under the decisiH' influence of the 
c_hang ~in the force of production and rela
tions ol production: these highly complex 
problems require "a concrete analy is of the 
concrete siluation,, For example h · , , O\V can 
on~ ~magine the bourgeoi ie till existing and 
ex1 !Ing as such through all the periods of 
development of socialism! How can contra
dictions between two clas e and two roads 
till exist and exist as such from the beginning 

~~ ~h~ end without resol ing the question of 
\\ h1ch one will win ,, ? 

:\.In_ disregard of complicated historical rea lity, 
" taoism replaces Lhe concrete by the abstract, 
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an .I ause, confusfon in lhe question of 
"continuing revolution under proletarian dic
tatorship". M ao1sm has dtstorted Ji,f arxism in all 
matters, yet we can say that no problem has been 
so confused by tt as the problem of class of 
class struggle under proletarian dtctatorshi p, of 
the so-called "continuation of revolution under 
proletarian dictatorship". 

tarting from this abstract assessment, 
Maoism considers c1a s truggle as an eternal 
phenomenon. Mao si:iid: "Later, once im
perialism has been toppled all o er the world 
and clas 'e have been eradicated, do you 
think there will still be revolution? In my 
opinion, there must be revolution." And he 
added: "In ten thousand years, there will be 
contradictions. struggle and revolution". 
(Excerpts from Introd 11ction to Volume V of 
Mao Zedong's Selected ·works by the Editorial 
Board of Hongqi (Re 1 Flag) Review, o. 7, 

1977). 
In the report on the Amendment lo the 

Party Constitution at the Eleventh ongress of 
the Chinese Communist Party , YP JianyinO' 
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recall d Mao' idea in 1966: "\"li,Te do not know 
in what y ar communi m will be realized, 
en'n if at that time imperialism has b en 
completely toppled, and the ' hole world has 
become ociali t. For, even though the bour-

oi ie ha been toppled, it is not completely 
dead. It will try, by very mean , to rot the 
communi t party". 

Long live cla ' truggle ! Long live poor 
peasant and lower middle pea ants! Since 
the shameful defeat of the 'three red banners", 
it illu ion of an overnight transition to com
munism dashed, ince it has no more hope 
of nalching the banner of communism from 
the o\·iet nion, Maoism has been trying to 
ow mistrust in the \·ictory of communi m. 

And when the faoists speak of building 
" ociali m" and "communism" in China, they 
do so for demagogic and deceitful purposes 
only. 

"To continue revolution under proletarian 
dictatorship", in the practice of Maoism, 
means cont inuous fighting between the various 

. factions in their scramble for pow r; it means 
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coups d'etat, liquidation· oi one faction by 
another; it means "creating rebellion"," Great 
Pro! tarian Cultural Revolution having the 
haracter of a great political revolution". 11 

tho e ambitious chemes have been covered 
by sweet pseudo-revolutionary, pseuclo-scien-
1 ific theoretical concepts, such as "to carry to 
the end the clas truggle under proletarian 
dictatorship''," to continue the revolution under 
proletarian dictatorship", "to forestall the 
revival of capitalism", "to ensure that proleta
rian dictatorship will never change colour", 

etc. 
In his article entitled ''To Carry to the EnJ 

the Continuation of the Revolution under 
Proletarian Dictatorship", Hua Guo[ ng wrote: 
"In 1965, Chairman Mao put forward a cien
tific concept: the faction in power wa taking 
the capitalist road within the Party, through 
it he pointed out the main danger oi reviving 
capital ism, coming from the fact that the faction 
in power had taken the capitali t road within 
the Party ". Hua Guofeng added: "The enemy 
within the fortress is the most dangerous one." 



ln f t. tht" " , J ntifi lOn<' pt" ·which Hua 
, poke a bout wa, a v ry conf u ed con cpt that 
:l\Iao had drawn from a imilarly confused 
analy i . 1ao aid, for xample, ··You are 
'arryin out ociali t re\ olution and you do 
not know wher the bourgeoisie i, ! It is inside 
the Communi t part r.' He added: " politi-
al party i ' a kind of o ' i ty, , kind of 

political 0 iety· the fir t category or political 
ocietie is political partie ". He also said: 

.. There a non-party faction within the 
party '. 

It i utter confusion! kind of crazy dialec-
tic . B • that dialectic (which is in fa ' t 

sophism), lao and his follow r have turned 
friend into foes, foes into friends, have turned 
black into white; they are incon equenl, 
deceitful. 

Carrying out "uninterrupted revolution" in 
which "the battlefield is both inside and out
side the party ", Mao and his followers have 
o far overthrown three "bourgeois genera I 

headquarters": Liu Shaoqi, Lin Biao, and the 
"Gang of Four". However, the fascinated 
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m. ses are .·!musted and fed up with the 
"uninterrupted revolutions". They only want 
to live in peace. Partly because of mass pres
sure, partly because they have to concentrate 
on the Four Modernizations, and al o in order 
to alleviate the contradictions within their 
ranks, to win the confidence of the imperialist 
powers, and finally to maintain their ruling 
position, the Beijing leadership has declared a 
switch from the "great chaos ' policy to a 
" tability and unity" one, advancing towards 
the "great domination" policy. But will they 
be able to achieve "stability and unity" and 
realize the "great peace " pol icy ? Hua 
Guofeng himself warned at the Eleventh Con
gress of the Chinese Communist Party: 

"To achieve tability and unity doe not 
exclude Jass struggle. The fa t that the fir · t 
great proletarian cultural revolution ended 
successfully does not mean that la struggle 
is over· it does not mean the end of the con -, 
tinuation of revolution under proletarian dic
tatorship. ln the whole histori al stage of 
socia !ism, there still exists tht" struggle between 



the pr I tariat and the b urg i ie , th trugglc 
bet\\ een the o iali t road and th c pi tali t 
one. Thi truaa!e i drawn-out crooked and 
at time en·n ,. r _ bit! r . The reat political 
r \'Olution \\ ith the charact r of J great ullural 
re\-olution mu t be carried out many more 
time . e mu t ab olutely abide b luirman 
\foo', ttaching unJ carry on to the end the 
coulinu.1tion of r \'Olution under proletarian 
Jictalor hip." 

Ill. he ineYitable bankruptcy of )laoi m 

The hi tory of the world working cla 
movement ince the .. Manifc to of the 

ommuni t Party " was first published has 
never kno\\ n a greater abotage or a greater 
lrea on than Maoi m. :Maoi m ha ' cau ed dis
a ' ters thou and of time more erious than any 
other opportuni t movement or betrayal. That 
i becau e it not only controls a tate, but thi 
tate happens to be the world's biggest country 

in population and area, a country rich in natu
ral re ourcc- . yfao ism ha therefore got hold 
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of huge material means which have been pro
duced by the labour of nearly one thousand 
million inhabitants. Th<:>se means it uses to im
plement it anti-Marxist political programme 
again l the Chinese people's genuine national in
tere t , against so ialism and against the forces 
of revolution and progress the world over. 

The great disaster Maoism _ ha wrought af
f cts first of all the hine e people and revo
lution. It has arou ed and incited the mentality 
of great Han chauvini m among a large part 
of the population. And therefore it ha pu hed 
back the influence of Marxi m-Lenini m, of 
cientific ociali m and proletarian interna

tionali m in China. It ha made the Chinese 
Communist Party and the State of proletarian 
dictatorship in hina d generate. 'Vithin the 
ruling party in China an I in the pre ent 
Chine . tate, there certainly i an increa ing 
number of genuine r volutionarie •. genuine 
1ar. ist-Lcnini t . But judging from th ir 

organizational character, that Party no lonaer 
r main a Communi t party, nor that tale a 
State of proletarian dictator hip. 
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The who) 'up r tructure of hine e ~ociety 
ha deo-enerated, it i no loncrer a o iali t ont» 
It i full of ontradiction and h:1 ' rn n · ele
ment which are till r~,·olutionar · and o ial
i t and contain man 1 element and faction . 
whi h are oppo d to the 1aoi t dictator hip 
But in crentral in that 'uperstructurc, the non-
oci~lli t, ~rnti- ociali ' t factor pre\ ail ·. 

.\s e\·er>·one know , Engel pointed ul the 
reaction of ·uper tructure on the devt loprnent 
of th economy. He ' rote: "The reaction of 
the tate power upon economic deve!opment 
can be of three kind : it can run in the ame 
direction, and then de elopment i more rapid ; 
it can oppo e the lin of development, in 
which ca e nowaday it \Vill go to pie es in the 
long run iaever great people; or it can pre ent 
the economic development from proceeding 
alon certain lines, and pr' cribc other lines. 
Thi ca e ultimately reduces il elf to one of the 
two previou one . But it is obviou that in ca e 
two and three the political power can do great 
dama e to the economic de elopment and cau e 
a great quandering of en erg-_ and material. " ( 4) 
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The second anrl third cases mentioned by 
Eng I apply to th· hinc e People' Republic. 

hina -hould hav been able to make great 
tridc along the path of economic and cultural 

development o,·er the past twenty years, start
ing from 195 . nut the continuou "great 
chaos" cau eel by Maoism has pushed hina 
into a tragic ' tate of affairs in all aspects of 
s cial life. .\ccording to Hua Guofeng, from 
i97+ to 1976, owing to " the troubles and de·
truction cau ed by the 'gang of four', hina 
lo t about 100 billion renminbi worth of inclus
trial production, 2 million ton of tee! 4o 
billion renminbi of financial income and the 
whole nattonal economy was on the verge of col
lapse." (s) 

o what has happened to the relation, of 
production? re they still ocialist ones? \Vhilt 
i the damage ? Tho e are complicated prob
lem which require detailed objective and 
cientific study. \Yhat i certain is that once 

the superstructure has e entially lo tits ocial
i t nature, it will inevitably have a negatiye 
t'l"fcct on the infra tructur It i impo ible to 
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ay that the ecvnomi infra tructure in China 
now retain ii ociali t nature. The relation, 
of production thcr whi h at one time had a 
ociali t nature but were till fragile under the 

negative influence of the uper tructure, are 
now completely deterioratinO', fir t of all in the 
tate 'ector. 

'

TT k h ' no\ t at under genuine sociaJi m, 
tate own r hip i the ownership of the whole 

people. nder apitali m there i al o , tate 
o:\·ner -hip, but ii i by no means owner hip 
ot the whole people, but ownership of the 
"national capitalist" in Engels' word (6). And 
what about China today? It would be too hasty 
to ay that here we have al o a" national capi
talist" that here the bourgeoisie again controls 
the State and economy. However we cannot 
fail to make thi affirmation: the pre ent Chin
e e late i no longer the State of proletarian 
dictatorship, therefore State ownership i no 
longer ownership of the whole people and i 

in the process of deterioration. Here it i not 
the working people who are real ma ter 
through two forms of owner hip, State and 

colle tive; but the lique of bureaucratic mili
tarists who are masters of the State, taking 
advantage of those two forms of ownership. 
They are getting hold of the labour force and 
the basic means of social production and using 
them for great-power hegemonic and anti
popular purposes. The voluntarist economic_ 
policy of that tate is distorting the proces of 
enlarged production, diverting it from its goal 
of fulfilling the requirements of the fundamen
tal economic la' of so ialism, and using it to 
create the material base for satisfying the hege
monic needs of Maoism. 

Under the rule of Maoi m the socialistachie
vements of the Chinese working class and 
working people were seriously affected. Even 
the remaining achievements are facing the dan
ger of total destruction. Of course it would not 
be true to affirm now that they ha e been 
completely destroy d. Firstly , we must clearly 
understand a law of development: changes in 
the infrastructure are slower than those in the 
political superstructure - the tate. Second! , 
the Chinese working cla s and people will not 
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allow the obviou , iali. t n hievement , to di~
appear on·rni ht, th , e achi vement are clo el 
linked_ -~o their daily ,·ital int re t . Thirdly, 
the Be1Jmg ruling clique mu t take th peoples 
r a tion into account, and aft<"r all they hav<" 
to rely on ociali m for th ir own exi tenc 
even though H i a kind of ocialism which 
the · are planning lo de troy. 

The damage cau ed b_ Maoism to 1he world 
reyolution i obviou ly great. If the Chinese 
People Republic had lak n the right path 
the e la t two decade and worked shoulder 
to boulder with the oviet nion and 
all other ocial ist countries in the 
united ranks of the revolutionary forces of 
our time , wouldn't the face of the ·world 
be very different today : But to make such 
a -upposilion is not a correct proc d ure. For 
the detour of hi tory tak n indiviuually 
are a cidental, but tak n as a whole 
they are a necessity. Lenin said : " ... it i 
undialectical, unscientific and theoretically 
wrong to regard the cour e of world 
hi torv a~ smooth and always in a forward 

dire Uon, without occa iona~ gigantic leaps 
back." (7) 

1though they have seen through the cata -
trophe cau ed by Maoism itself to the country, 
all the reactionaries among the Beijing rulers 
have to worship Maoism, becau e it is the 
general, perfect and irreplaceable symbol of 
their grcat ·power nationalism and hegemoni m. 
The need for upholding an ideological banner, 
for setting up a Chinese as the" greate t Marxist
Leninisl of our time " are needs org~nically 
linked with the ambition of raising China and 
its thou ·and million inhabit:rnts to world 
hegemony. That is why the nth Congre of 
the Chinese Communi ·t Party reaffirmed: 
" To hold high and pre ·erv e the banner of 
Chairman Mao i ' not only important for the 
victory of the re,·olutionary cau e in China, 
but also for the common destiny of the world 
people." ( ' ) 

Maoism can only be eliminated at th same 
time as great-power chauvini m, expansioni m 
and hegemoni m. That i the only cour e for 
genuine farxist-Leninist for c , the Chine 
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workino- la , and p<'ople ·who have been 
awa~en d, or aniz d and I d by those force" 
• , . tor t?e rea tionaries within the Beijing 
~ulmg 1rcle, they cannot liminat faoi m 
for the , imp le rea ' On that they would th us 
:liminate themseh- . Howen'r th country 
1 • ,o up et that the lower strata" could 

110 
longer endure the ituation and therefore the 
·:higher trata" - the Beijing ruling Jique
c~uld no longer rule over the country if they 
J1d not change their rule. That is why they 
ha\·e brought in ome hanges. That is the 
r a on why after the nth Party Congres ther 
v.-a the proce of "great readjustment" in 
th~ field of economy culture and education, 
c1en e and technology etc. Thi explains 

\\~l~;' t_here is a ~hift "from the ::.trategic policy 
ot gt eat chao to stability and unity ,, and 
th n to "great peace", why the third plenum 
of the Central Committee of the Chinese Com
muni t Party (nth legislature) "decided to end 
the nation-wide mass movement aimed at 
denouncing and criticizing Lin Biao and th 
"ga f f " e ng o our and hift the Party's central 

task and the attention of the who!-<:- people to 
ociaHst moderni1Rltion." (9) 

The above-mentioned developments indicate the 
gravity whtch the all-sided cr1Sis of Maoism 
has reached. They also show the schemes of the 
present Beijtng leadership who are looking for 
a way out of the crisis. Generally speaking, the 
way out they have chosen ts not de-M ao-isation 
but to making lv.f aoism more vttal, more effective 
and more successful. And in trying to save 
M aown, the present Beijing cltque ts turning il 
mto the most reacttonary doctrine. 

However, turninJ[ l\11 aoism into the most reac
tionary doctrine will mean to brtng it deeper into 
criSis and lead it gradu.all y to complete collapse. 
There are a lot of contradictions in the nature 
of Maoism. In the practice of 1aoi m the e 
contradictions gradually reveal them elve . 
develop and sharpen. They will inevitably 
bring Maoism to collapse. The most funda
mental of them is one between the goal and 
the ambition of Maoism on the one hand and 
the ob jective laws of hi tory on the other. 
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Th hi tory f 'hin o,·cr th la t c\\ 

de ade~ can b d ribed a the hi tory of 
de lopment throuah the ~harp anta oni m 
bet~ een the objecti\·e Jaw of de\•elopment of 
Chme~e ? iet~· in th ne\Y era and the theory 
an~ practice ot faoi m. The founding of the 
~mes~ p op le R epublic in r9+9 marked 

µnmanl · th ,·ictor} of the trend : the hinc, 
reyofution ntered the orbit of our time . Thi 
mean that the democratic revolution in hina 
advanc d ' traight away to ociali t revolution 
and thu . "the third way " ad \·ocated b , 
Mao.i m - new demo racy - wa not take:. 
~u~mg the period from i9+9 to 1957 China 
ad\ anced towards s~cialism in conformity with 
lhe general trend al th ,,·hole sociali 1 ·a I . . c 1np, 
. a?~ m wa of course J.riven back by th 
poln1cal programme of the Eighth Cano-re s 
of the hinese Communist Party. From b1958 
onward , when 1ao managed to impose his 
"general line,, which replaced the line charted 
by .the Eighth Congress (rst session), the whole 

hme e economy and society entered a period 
of conlinuou trouble; the force of production 

0 

w r , eriousl ' sh(lkrn . That was at the amc 
lime a scvcrc p ualty aud a viol nl rebuff by 
objective laws against the Maoist superstruc
ture whicl1 v as imbued with subjective i<lcal

ism and voluntarism. 
Mao and his fo\lowcr · so in<lu\ge<l in sub

jective ideali m that they failed to understand 
th truth that Lenin once pointed out (by 
trnnsCorrning the Hegelian viewpoint on the 
basis of materialism): "The 'objective world' 
pur ues its own course, and man':s practice, 
confronted by this objecti\'e world, encounters 
'obstacl s in the realization' of the EnJ, even 
"imt o sibi\ity " ... (10) 

Is it true that the Beijing ruling circl ha\e 
been awaken <l and seen through that stub
bornness of the objective world? I · it true 
that through accusing Lin Biao and "the gang 
of four" o[ being unrealistic subjective, 
idealistic, solipstical, mctaphysi al, etc., they 
are criticizing Mao him ell· ? The daily 
R enmin Ribao in one of its i sue in June 
1978, cric<l ou l: "During the pa 't few years, 
whether spiritually or m 1t ' rially, we ha Ye in 
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pra1..'tice ta ted so mu h bittl rn ss of unrcali 1 ic 
, t ·l ! It i impo~ ibl . lo say that has be n a 
u ~ eful le on for u . ·· 

It i mincing v•ord - to ay " unreali fie"! In 
fa t, th€ voluntari m of .fao an I his followers 
h; tantamount not only to disregarding objec
fi,·c reality. but a 1 o to concocting, turning 
up the truth and forcing it lo conform to one's 
will and ubjectiYe n eds. The rnagazin 
" Philo ophical tu<li · " (March 19 o) denou ne
ed the " gang of four " in the 'e words : '' In a 
11 ut hell, when they ne ded any facts, they 
ju.::t concoct d them, if they needed any 
mod Is, they imply concocted them... all 
depending on their will and objective needs." 
\Va this a critici rn of the "gang of four" 
who had "betrayed Chairman Mao", or wa 
it a confe sion of Maoism itself? vVas it Mao-
i m's self-critici m or the critique of Maoism ? " 

Together with theoretical critici ·m, there is 
"rectification" in practice. Emphasis is laid on 
''abiding by economic law ". There is stern 
criticism of the fact Iha t "up to now ic!eology 
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ts still persistently regarded as the pr_imordial 
factor". Much has been said about distribution 
a .ording to work done, a bout economic levers, 
profit , production cost, market and planntd 
'Ontrol, etc. And on all problem . Marx and 
Lenin have been quoted. Once again the ques
tion is posed : is there a real proce s of de
Mao-isa tion? Especially by affirming that 
"practice is the only criterion of truth' , by 
"daring" to say that "Mao Zedong Thought 
·hould till be tested in practice", does one 
que tion not only isolate "principles" but also 
Mao Zedong Thought as a whole? 

It is not difficult to ee that behind all these 
philosophic discus ions on '' practice bein~ .thc 
only criterion of truth' there is a political 
argument between the different group in 
Beijing. I Tow ever, th re i one question: i 

all this a contradiction between those who 
p rsi::.t in adopting Maoism and those w~o 
stand for de-Mao-isation. Or only a contradic
tion between Maoist group ? It seem that the 
second is more likely. For of all tho ·e group · 
not a single one has renounce I great-pow r 



nationalism a11d h monidn - rhe foundation 
aud natur ot' ~laoism. 

Th11s the aims and subjecti e ambitio11 . of Al ao
iS1n remam in/act t;1 the !me of the present Bctjing 
leadership ; they ob~ 1011sf y contmue to work coun
ter to tlieobjecttvelawsofde elopmcnt ofCllincse 
society. 

Tryin Lo pur ue more ffecti\·eJy their 
reat-power chau inistic and hegemonic aims 

and ambition the pre ent rulers in Beijing 
ar ompelled to make hanges in their 
methods and forms of rule. Some mistake 
the chang for a -Mao-isation a return to 
materiali m, lo hi torical lav.rs, to the scicntific 
prin ·iple · of farxism-Lenini 111. But one mu st 
not confu e matcriali ·m and pragmatism. 
P~·agrnatLm i · in the end a form of idealism, 
oi \'olun tari m. Through methods and forms 
put forward in a pragmati spirit, the present 
Beijing leadership seems to be in a b uer 
po ilion to carry out its aims and ambitions 
(which are also those of Maoism) and 10 give 
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the io1pr ssion that it i following the correct 
path. This shows that the cltque of M aotst 
renegades within the present ruling c;rc/e are 
more dangerous and reactionary than the "gang 
of four" and Mao Zedong himself. 

They ar more dangerous and reactionary 
be ausc thi pragmatism in pursuing its chau 
vrnistir aims will take the Beijing leading 
clique Jceper and deeper into reactionary bour
geois ideology and bring China closer to imperi
alism, and cause it to oppose socialism more 
openly and frenziedly. And there is an in
creasing langer of losing all socialist achieve
ments mad by the Chinese people. It is the 
pragmatism inherent in Maoism-which is 
being ranied out by the present Beijing ruling 
clique, notably . the Deng Xiaoping fa tion
which has given Maoism very "flexible " 
poss ibilities to g from one extreme to another. 

In faC'I, the ckb::tle on the g11estion of" pra ·
lil'C' bL' ing the onl ' cril ' rion oi truth" ha 
n ·vealed that th y are m ing from s fing the 
role of i leology a absolute t seeing pra ti e 



as abs lute. his i don ' l u ' h an e. ' tenl 1hat 
all fundamentals and prlncipl ~ be om mean
ingle s. And ii the truth con i t~ in consider
ing that · it doesn't matter wh th r the cat's 
black or white so long as it catche mice" 
tDeog Xiaoping) then socialism and capitalisrn 
do not make any differenc , as long as "mo
dernization" can materialize, as long as China 
becomes a uperpower and achieves hegemony. 
Th Beijing ruling clique is following that 
\'ery logic (although Hua ha ta tfully remind
ed Deng that China should be "revolutioniz
C'd ' before it can be "modernized"). Is it 
not for the purpo e of becoming a power and 
gaining great-pm er hegemony that they have 
hurriedly sent envoys to Western capitals to 
a k for the money and technology necessary 
for carrying out the ''four modernization " 
(chiefly "modernization of national defence)? 
r it not true that they are interested in mana
gement experiences of Yugoslavia, of the West, 
and even of South Korea and Taiwan? Of 
ourse, it is entirely possible and necessary to 

learn from capitalist experiences in management 

<l Pl them in accordance with thr 
;1n ap 
principles of socialism an cl. f~r the. p~rpose of 

1 ·Jding socialism. But socialist principles and 
)UI b h B ... 
purpose have been betrayed Y t c eiJmg 

leaders. 
We must watch with great vigilance their 

emphasis on material incentives, profits, the 
production of commodities, markets, etc. If 
each of these considerations is taken separately 
it is difficult to see anything wrong: they 
even seem to be a kind of "rectification". But 
taken as a whole they obviously show that 
these economic categories have been taken as 
absolute. \Vhat would they lead to is easy to 
envisage. They blame the "gang of four" for 
having made rnany things absolute: the role 

f ideology of politics, of subjective factors. 
0 ) ff " But they do not riticize the ' gang o our 
from scientific materialist iewpoint, but from. 
the other extreme. The make the criterion ol 
practice into an absolute ?ne and do .the. same 
thing with the economic factor, material incen
tives, etc. And both sides accu e each other of 
being "bourgeois-minJed ", of 'attempting to 
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r , t re apit:llL'm ". Jn fart the .· nre . tan<ling 
on the common ground of boi m. Howev r, 
\Ve ·an a<ld: th pre cnt Beijingrulingcliquc
owing to their deep rooted pragmati m-may 
take China to capitalLm fat r than the "gang 
of four". And thi will harpen the inherent 
fundamental contradiction hetween 1a Lm 
and the oh jet ti,·e la"· of den·lopnwnt of 
Chine. e . ieh. 

faoi m is fundamentally antagoni tic to the 
law of dewlopment of all hi tory, not only 
Chine e historv but also world hi tory in the 
pre ent er:1. "'hile the 'four modernizations" 
trategy i still able to cle< ei,'e a number of 

people the global trategy ba, e<l on the" th re -
world~" theory L finding it difficult to conceal 
it ounter-r volutionary natur . The great
pow<'r ch:.1U\ ini. m, expansionism and hege-
1nonism pur ucd by fao and the present Oei
jing ruling cir ·le haver '\'ea led them elves mo t 

dire<' tly, clearly, blatantly and fully in the 
"thn:t--worlds" theory and in th e practit't' of 
Bi:-ijing' foreign poliq 
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Tn the presrnt hi torical conditions when 
the three revolutionary urrents are running 
high all over the world, 1aoism i likely to 
go bankrupt chiefly becau e of its foreign 
policy. The iron law of our Lime inflicted on 
Ma i m a hamc(u\ defeat in Kampuchea 
nnd dealt it a thunder blow on Vietnam's 
northern frontier. Heavier def eat. are wailing 
if faoi m per ists in running headlong against 
the law or history. The defeats in foreign 
policy on China's affairs have had a strong 
impact and will h rpen the contradiction 
between Maoi m and th law of development 
of Chine e o iety and peopl . Finally, the 
Chine:>e people will d cide the total collapse 
or 1aoi m. 
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BEIJING'S HEGEMONIC AND 
EXPANSIONIST STRATEGY 

PHUC CUONG 

The People' Republic oi China wa founded 
30 years ago. Thirty year is a very short 
period in the history of a nation and that of 
international relations. In that hort span the 
world has wilne ed very fundamental, deep 
nnd sudden change in B ijing's global strat
egy. From an anti-imperialist revolutionary 
force, Beijing ha become an ally of imperial
ism and other reactionarie again t the world's 
people. Thi article is a look into the essen e 
of these changes and an assessment of Beijing' 
trategy in the future. 
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The ubstance of Beijing rever ing its 
alliance and hal't\ging its friends into foes. 

During the fifties, hina regarded the 
oviet nion as it strategic ally, and the 
nited State as it implacable enemy with 

a dy d-in-the-wool imp riali ti nature. 
ince the lat ixtie Beijing ha· considered 

the oviet Union its mo, l dangerou fo and 
U imperi-ali m its strat gic ally. Following 
that reversal B ijing has reconsidered its 
position vis-a-vis all other forces: the revolu
tionary forces, China's former allies, becam 
it enemi s, whil the reactionaries, who were 
it enemies,. b came it friend . 

To explain those strategic changes and its 
iews of friends and foes Beijing has put 

forwan.l different the es antl theories on qnick 
ucces ion . From 1963 to 1973, within a period 

of only t n year , il c:hangecl its ana lysis of 
fundamental contradictions and the dislribt1tio11 
of forces in the world no fewer th :i n three 
time . In 1963, in a 25-point proposal on the 
general line of the in ternationa I comm uni t 

mov mcnt, J::h; ijing poillted 011t four outrndic
lions of tl1 lim e. Th e are on the whol ·
cx .ept for c rtain points-couforrnablc to the 
R ' olulions of the Meeting of \:V orld Com
munist and Workers' Partic in 1957 and 1960 
Barely six years later, in i969, in the Resolu
tio11 adopted by the Chinese Communist Par
ty ' Ninth Congrcs , it denied the existence 
of the world socialist system, regard d the 
Soviet Union and imperialism alike as enemies, 
the Soviet nion b ing con idered the most 
dangerous enemy ; the European socialist 
countries were lumped together with the 
capitali t countries as political regimes to be 
eradicated. Only China and some of its close 
allies \-Vere to be regctrded as socialist countries. 
In the arty seventies, Beijing put forward the 
"three-worlds' theory according to which 
the struggle of the world's people against the 
imperialists L a struggle against two super
powers, the Sovi t Union and the USA, which 
arc thems Ives con tending with each other for 
hegemony. It ignore the clas struggle in the 
world in the period of transition from 
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capitali m to ~ o iali m. lL only peak of nation
ali m and con ider it elf a memb r f the 
Third vVorld. It call upon th latter, which 
includes medium, mall and poor countri s to 
unite with th Se 'Ond \~·orld, v,rhi h includ · 
in it view the sociali~ t as well a the , mall, 
medium and rich capitalist countries, to coop
erate with on up rpower -the U, A-in a 
world front ao-ainsl the Soviet Un ion. 

In fact, Beijing s r969 thesi · marked a fun
damental turning-point in its trategy, the 
"three-world " theory put forward in the early 
se,-enties being only a more polished form. 
The core of the problem is that it has renounc
ed it cla tand and fallen into the mire of 
hourgeoi · nationalism. It no long ~r distin
guishes socialism from imperialism. regards 
the So,·iet nion as it enemy and consider the 
US.A its ally. It no longer di tinguished the 
Asian, African and Latin American countries 
truggling against imperialism and colonialism 

from the reactionary administrations subser
vient to imperialism in the Asian, African and 
Latin American countries. It renounces its 

nnti-imperiali t objective and puts forward 
th an ti-hegemonic thesi, . It views the struggle 
going on in the world as one waged for 
hegemony between the two superpowers. 
Under the pretext of struggling against Soviet 
hegemony, it cotiudes with imperiali m and 
~upports the r<::a. tionary forces against the 
revolutionary movement in Asia, Africa and 
Latin America. Since r973, it has brazenly 
upported Pinochet's dictatorship against the 

Chilean people, the South African racists and 
other reactionaries against the Angolan revolu
tion, Mobutu in Zaire, the Somali administra
tion against the Ethiopian revolution, the 
Egyptian admini tration against the Arab and 
Palestinian peoples, the tyrant Pahlevi; It has 
opposed the Afghan revolution and supported 
tbc dictator Somoza in Nicaragua... It has 
impudently used Pol Pot-Ieng Sary clique, 
which is condemned by the '"'hole of man
kind, against the Kampuchean and Vietnamese 
peoples. ~·orst of all, it has staged an armed 
invasion of Vietnam. By attacking a country 
which stands as a symbol of truggle for 
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ind pe1tden .u d Ire dam, the Be1.1i11g reaction
arie h \T put dO\\'ll their mask f ham 
reYol ut ion ar ie and rev a led t hemse 1 ves as 
e~lremely clan erou reactio11arie who oppo, e 
peac . national independence dcmocrac alld 
ociali m. Beijing s ag~r ion again t Vietnam 

came a a surpri e to man . Yet, if put in the 
ont . ·t of B:ijing' rev rsal of it alliance , it 

i perfectly understandable. 

ot only ha B ijin r vcr ' <l its alliance ' 
in the world, it ha :i t cl in th same wa, in 
the power lru gle which ha· be 11 going on 
within China it ·If. 

From 1935 to r977 continuous :.incl violent 
purge and coup took place within the leader
ship of the Chin<: omrnuuist Party. EYcn al 

present no one ·an foreca l an end to those 
l"C\' rsal . r alliance-. 

Although the Beiji 11g ruling circles' alliances 
con tantly change, the bjcctivc or their coun
t<::r-revolutionary global strat gy remain the 
·ame. 0\·er the pasl 30 years, their invariable 
trategy ha been hegemoni m and expan ion

i m. In the first eight years of the People's 

Republic of 'hiu,1, their h ·g ·mouic and expan
sionist aim was nol fully uncovered. Their 
the i ' was that the road of the Chine c revolu
tion should be followed by the A ian, African 
and Latin American countri c . TI owe r, with 
regard to Vietnam, Beijing's hegemonism and 
expan ionism clearly re ealcd itself at an early 
tage. After their Dien Bien Phu ,·iclory, the 

Vietnam sc p ople w re in a position to com
pletely liberal Vietnam. In fact the I cople of 
all three Incloehin se countries were in a posi
tion to lib rate their r spcctiv countries. France 
was doomed lo cldcat . becaus the French 
colonialists were cxh:wste<l ancl th United 
Stctt.cs had de 'ic.led not lo intervene mi
litarily. Duri11g the last years of the war of 
resistance again ' l Frcuch colonialism, hina 
w:t · \ ictnam's main supplier or weapons. In 
thi: conjuncture, Francl' directly ncgotialc<J 
with China al the 1954- Genc\'a Conference for 
a solution which ' ould be profitable to b th 
Fram·· <1nd Cltina but detrimental to Vietnam 
and the other Indoehine e countries. \\ ith 
re rard lo Vietnam, France and hi11<1 agreed 
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n a Kor an- ' t •l oluti n, that is ace -fil e 
.111d a partition of Vi t11am int tw zo11 . The 
political statu: quo wa, t b maintained, in 

oth r w rd Vi tnam " as to b kept di Yided 
tor a long tim . Both sid al agre d to 
1 ·ogniz th Kin dom of Laos and Kampu
l'h a, that i to liquidat the gain, of the wars 
oi r , ' istancc ·c n<lu tc<l h the Lao anJ l' hme1 
~ eopks. nly after rcachi11 ran a r ·cment with 

hina on ba ic issu ·s diJ France ncgotiat 
with Vietnam on the concrete proYi ions of 
tl1c 19:+ Gen rn .\.gr l'm nts. Beijing did 
not ,..,·ant tht' r ,·olutionan for e · in \rictnam 
.inJ [11do,.hina as .i whole to win comp! ·tc 
,.i ·tor· and th~ir strength to incrca . e, nor diu 
it want th w ·akened Fr ·nch colonialist · to 
withdra,.., from Indochina to be replaced by 
the imp1: rialist ri11gl ader - the Pnited .'tat ·s . 
8e iji11g's aim was to mai11tai11 "eak and con 
tt ndiu forces in Indochina. 

In the late fifti · anc.I earl sixties, Beijin 
voiced il. "dctcrminalio11" to oppo c the Unit
ed 'tate · •llld "revi ionis1n" in an attempt 
to lower the Soviet l rnion' · prestige while 

clamouring that hina a "the centre of 
the orld r volution ". Together with those 
politi al de ign , it put forward an ambitiou 
µIan for a "great I ap forward' whi h would 
allow China t out. trip the Cnit d States 
within a hort period. 

Starti11 in th mid-sixties, Beijing loud!> 
ho.~sted that 1\lao Zedo11g's thought ' as t J1t· 
apex of :\larxism-Leninism, thai it \\as :\Jan
i ·m i11 the era or the <lcath of imperiali m and 
'ictor>· for prol 'tarian revolution. Throughout 
the world it "orkcd for the foundi11g of pro
Beijing organizations " · ith a Yicw to impo ing 

\faoism upon the "oriel rc,·olutionary mo\ -
mcnt while sabotagi11 • om1T1unist parties 
cverywhcr . 

In the earl· c\·cntics, th· Unite<l ,,fate 
found itsel( bogged down in its war of a~ re. -
:-ion against Vietnam anJ seriously wcakene I 
wl1ilc the o,·ict Union's economy :rnd n.1tional 
dden c were ·trcngth ned, and the work! 
rc,·olutionar · tnOYl'tn nt mad n w pro re. s, 
particularly in the Mi !di and ear Ea ·t 
and in Latin .\mcrkn. An ur~ ·nt "lrategic 
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r quirem nt for Nix 11 was to withclraw l f, 
troops from Vietnam while maintaining the 
pupp l r ime in South Vi tnam, to tr to weaken 
the OYiet nion and to oppos' th world 
re' olutionary nio,·em nt. Availing it If of 
its po ition in the relationship between the 

O\'i t l 11ion and the l nited tate·, an<l in the 

' i tnamese p 'op! ' war of r ·is ta nee :igainst S 
agoT<.: ' sion, He-ijing smwht lo ach'ance its hege
monic anc.I ex1 ansioni · t interest by playing the 
anti- 'o,·i t c:.ir<l an<l trying to prc:"surc Vietnam 
into accepting :.i ·olution ra,·ourable to • Tjxon. 
For hi part, .\!Jxon played the Chiucsc card 
to further ' tratcgic interc ls. Thu a <lcten
tc IJ tween China and the Unit <l tates took 
·hap , while China emcrg <l as a third ' ode.I 
power, climinatin the bipolarity which had 
exi t ·<l ' i nee the end i the Second \\r oriel 
\\ ar an<l <: tabli ·bing a tripolar si111alion in 
th world. At the sam t i1ne, lkijiug 
:-igne<l with the United States a11J Jaµan trea 
ties' hich included a clause again t hegemonism. 
Everybody know that the: nitc:d State and 
J.1pan arc imperialist coun1rie which have 
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attackrrl and . oui:;ht to dominate other coun
tric and th t their imperialist nature has not 
changed in the least. Together with the sign
ing of those trealie Beijing has called upon 
the nited States not to withdraw it troops 
from Asia. It is crystal clear that the anti
hcgemonic clause contained in Beijing' treat
ies with the imperialist countries means in 
fact it collusion with them in maintaining 
their domination and opposing the revolution
ary movement first of all the peoples of . ian 
countri s. 

Since 1975, Beijing ha ct for it.elf the 
objective of building China into a power 
which would outstrip all others by th nd 
of thi century, and ince J978 it ha worked 
out a "four-modernizations" programme to 
achieve thi ' obj ctive. 

Together ·with cconorni constrnction, Beij
ing !!as striven to build its strat gi nu kar 
force since r953 . The nuclear weapon indu tr . 
being the only branch unaffect cl by the ultural 
revolution, trongly cle-veloprd during that 
pcrlo l. China ckv 'loped its _first atomic bomb 
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in 1 (i+, its firs t h~ dro Tl'n hornh in 1067 :111d it. 
fir t pace , atellite in r970. t pre, en! hina 
i, the only ian power b id th< ' OYiet 
l'nion to ha,· a str tegi nuclea r for . 

'Vhill· :triYing to build its e onomir and 
military for · s nd to be om a world power, 
Beijin h a- mad territorial claim . It regard , 
;1s part f hine ·e territory the E'.l t ea up to 
lht territ rial w :1ters of Vietnam, In<lonesin 
Jnrl the Philippines . It puts out t rritorial claims 
:1 ain t nearl all its n ighbour ·, o upying 
Vietnam's Hoang .'a (Paral'el:) Isl and and 
eou:iderin~ to be " ithin its sphere of influence 
tho e oun tries in , outheas1 .\sia former! · 
under h inese imperial tut lage. 

Beij ing pre ent ambition of hegemony and 
expan ion are the continuation of the hegemon
i m and expan ioni m of th e Chine, e feudnl 
cla s in the pa t millennia and of th Chine e 
bourgeoi ie in' more recent time . 

It policy of alliance in the world is but a 
means to achieve its trategic objective of he 
~emoni m and ex pan ioni rn . Howe er , in order 
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to :cr\'c !hi -: 1111d1.1ngirn,:- ol>jectivt:, lkij i11 i;'s 
p lie of a\1i:i1w<.:s lws had to 1111dcrgo (']rn ni;cs. 
For B ·ijing it do · not matter whc:thtr it is to 
'1lly it e lf with the revolutionary forces or with 
th e impl'.rial isl and th e rea ·tionarie . The most 
important thing in it s eves is ~reat-power 

nationali. m. 

The 1·t>asons for Heijing's rever al of 

11 ll i an (•es 

Cen n.11\y speaking, ov r th pa:t thirt · 
yc:1rs, th e countries in the world han' not 
1·hanged their po\ic~· of alliances in any L"sscn
tial -way, except for those who have change-d 
their political regim es a nd con. equently their 
. 1r ~1 tegie objectiv s in their externa l relations. 
For 60 yee1rs, the Soviet l Tnion's polil'}' of 
alli t111ces ha~ not changed ; it r mains a policy 
of alliance with the re olutionary forces against 
imperialism. On tht> other hand. the p licy f 
the SA in the past 30 years ha been t lly 
itself with the imperiali t countrie and the 
reactionarv for .es again t the 'oviet Union and 
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th n,,. luti m:ir~· forces in the world. I~ its 
part. Beijing's policy of alliances in the I ast JO 
yc:u ha und1.. rgont many deep ·hang . Jlcrc 
ar tl'e rea~on : 

First, Beijin · hegemonic and cxpan ionist 
intere t. ha 'ica lly and in the long run clash 
with th int rest, oi all countries. But v.rithin 
•l ~i\' n I rioJ. they may b ' in tcmpor:iry 
agre ment with those of .omc countrie and at 
variance with those of other .. Thndore, Bei
jin~ c.mnot haYe :111 ' long-standing allies but 
onl temporary ones. In the fifties. when he-

emon ism and e:x.pansion ism were not yet th 
dominant trait of their foreign policy, the Beij
in rulinO' circle ' intere.'t ba ically fitted in 
with tho.e of their allie'-the socialist countries 
and the world revolutionary force ; on the con
trary, their intere t basi ally contradictecl tho.e 
of imperiali m - China's ncmy. tarting in the 
late fifti , when hegemoni m and e ·pansioni m 
had b ome the dominant tendency in Beijing' 
foreign policy, it in tere t beg<rn to cla . h 
\Vith those of its revolutionary allies. ince the 
late ixtie , when Beijing's licgemonism and 

I Of 

e:-:p:rn. ion ism had il.!,orously den:loptcl, its 
intcre t were in acute contradiction with tbose 
of it allie and paralleled those of imperiali m. 

incc th , late cvcntic , Deijim( l:iegemonic 
and expansionist interest hav ·become strongly 
opposed to tho c: of the world's people and 
closely tied to those of imperia li. m. 

econd, Bt'ijing's h cg;emonic and expansioni t 

ambitions are out of proportion with hina's 
very limited economic, political and military 
capabilitic . This important contradiction c, nnot 
be olve<l within a short time. Beijing' immen ·e
ambitions spring from China' parti ular hi ·tori
cal conditions: China i ' one oi the cradle of 
human civilization; for thou ands of year the 

hine e feudal cla regarded China a' the 
centre of the world and carried out n policy f 
hegemonism and expansionism with regard to 

ia and the lands bordering on the Indian 
o can; China , population account for onc 
fourth of the world population; China i the 
only A ian power having a trategic nucle r 
force; the ,·ictory oi the hine e r volution 
onstituttd :i strong ·1wo11ragemtnt for the-\ si:ll\· 
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.\fri 'an and l.a1in . nwric.1n ('\)\Jlltrie". If \ l'\' t'r. 
J1ina's capabilities are limited: although it 

ha !!reat economic potentiaL, its 0 conomy i 

still Yery ba brnrd; although it rnnk s v~nth 
in the world in gro national product, it 
belon to the deYelopin(T (i. e. le developed) 
1.:ounlrie in per apila national income; in 
politic ' , hina i ontinuall. r nt by power 
~truggles; it military force have on! a Lie
f n i\· ·apability: their capacit. for large- cale 
offen ive beyond Chinese border. is limited . 
Both economicall and militarily, China lags 
far behind the O\' iet 1 11ion a11d the l1nited 
. tate ~ .It cannot rely on its own fore ~ _ to achieve 
its ambitions. And o it ha to make use of anv 
favourable opportunitie in the world to ( 'arr~· 
out it ' hegemonic and e. pan ionist aims. 

Third, Be-ijing i deploying its strc1tegy of 
hc:gemoni m and xpansionism v hile i11 the 
world two " arid 'Y terns have taken ·hape 
with the oviet l ' nion and the United States 
far outstripping China in the economi and 
militar fields. In the ab ence of a world war, 
'hina cannot fulfil its ambition of urpa sing 
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lhL' Sovil:t l ' 11io11 :rnd tli t: l ' llikd S1att:i-. by the 
end of this century. This dr am will only 
come true if war breaks out bet ween the Soviet 
Union an i the Pnitcd States, resulting in the 
<lestrnction of most of t hci r economic and 
military forces. Beijing, having stayed out of 
thr war . can rapidly btcome th<" first world 
power. Beijing views "'' ith hostility nny deh.'11te 

betwe n the . oviet ( nion ::tnd the United 
~!ates, and strives to undermine relations be
tv<een these countrie ·. Beijing's thesis is that 
the world is dominated by the contention for 
hegemony between the oviet l nion and the
Dnited States. that all-out war between 1he:e 
two ountries is unavoidable. and that the risk 
i · mounting of a third "·orld war breakin~ 

out. 
In the fifties. B ijing alli d itself with the 

oviet Union again~ t th nited tate . Thi 
was due first of all to the US policy of hostility 
to China, seeking to encircle it militarily and 
economically, and isolate it politically. Beijing' 
alliance with the oviet nion wa ' aimed at 
getting Soviet help to defend China' peace and 
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security, and huil<l its r onum · and national 
d fence. For it P•lrt, th' o\·it'l Union has 
alway~ looked for allie in the protractrd strucrgle 
again t imperiali m, in th int re t of sociali m 
in the oviet nion and the v,rorkl Beijing 
hoped that it alliance with the oviet Onion 
and it re,·olutionar cloak would allow it to 
rally :\.ian. African and Latin . merican forces 
under it leader hip. It also ought to undermine 
._o\'iet- relation and harpen contradiction 
between them. \Yhil iding with the oviet 
Vnion :igainsl the United Stale , Beijing never
theless tried to re:ich a compromi.e with the 
latter. It a reed to a cease-fire in Korea and a 
La ling partition of thi country. In the mid
fifties, Beijing and the -nited tates started 
negotiation in \Var aw. At the s:ime time 
Beijing prevented Vietnam and Laos fror~ 
carrying out armed truggle in southern Vietr.am 
and Laos for it did not want a war against the 

Tnited tates close to its border. 

ince the late sixties, S imperialism was 
bogged down in its war of aggression again, t 
Vietnam, aud was weakened both at home and 
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in the ' orld. In the early seventies, capitalism 
entered a seriou and protracted economic crisis 
from which it found 110 way out while the 

oviet nion' might was on the increase and 
the world revolutionary movement vigorously 
developed everywhere. The nitcd States 
found il neces ary to play the Chine e card in 
ord r to prop up the puppet regime in outhern 
Vietnam, ppose the world reYolutionary 
movement an<l weaken the , oviel nion. At 
the same time it hoped that China's immense 
market could help. olve the capita Ii t economic 
crisis. In the fifues and up to Lhc mid-six.tic , 
Beijing had failed in it attempt to us ' ham 
revolution to conquer leadership of the 
rcvolutionHry movement, particularly in Asia, 
Afri a and Latin America. Since the late sixties, 
the world revolutionary movement Yigorously 
d velop d anJ directly threatened its hegemonic 
and expansionist interesL in th<:> ..,,-orld. Beijing 
also wanted to a\·ail itself of the capitalist 
economic cri is to impel China's "four-moder
nizations" programme. It is obvious that th 



m re t of Beijin and imperiali m a re(' 
in man way : fir t of all both se k t oppo e 
th world revolutionary movement and the 
~ viet nion. Beijing al o ha an intere t in 
undermining relation betw en the oviet nion 
and the nited tate~. It maintain relations 
' ith th oviet nion and u e, the card of 
1mpr0Yed relation~ n ith the- latter lo 

hring pres. Ur{' lo h .ir upon the l nit<"<i 
l;tt $. 

Fourth, Heijillg i~ deplo ·ing it~ ~lrate v oJ 
hegemoui m and e.· pansioni m at a time ~hen 
the thr c re,·olutionary current$ are vigorou:Jy 
de,·eloping. Since the end of the econd 'VorlJ 
\\·a.r, the world ocialL t ·ystem has taken shape. 
It ngorously develops \ ith every pa sing day 
aud exerts a deci ·i e impact upon the devel
opment of human society. The national liber
ation movement throughol!t A.~ia , A'frica and 
Latin · merica has brought about a . erious 
<.:ri i for neo-colonialism. The three revolution
ary currents are allies of the Sovi 1 nion in 
the tru~g-le against rhc United . rat e . At lhe 
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am lim their i tence i a source of 
weakn ss for the latter. Sine th mid-fiftie 
nd into th sixties, Beijing . trove to conquer 

lead rship of the world revolutionary mo e
men t and a po ition of strength in th world. 
It tried to weaken the 'oviet niou, under
mine relations between the So i t nion and 
the l Jnited States, and u e the ' orld revol11 -
tionnrv movement <is a bargaining chip in it::. 
dealings with the United tatc . Tn 1971 . 
Beijing made a treacherous deal with the 
l" nited ~late- behind I he Vietn ame ' people's 
back. Thi betrayal raised China to the sLal us 
o( third world power and created a tripolar 
situation in the world lo replace the pre,·ious 
bipolarity. Beijing's treachery enabled the 
United Stales to procra tinl'lte in its negotia
tion~ w iLh Vietnam until 1973 and encouraged 
it to I locl ade Hai Phoug port and send B.: 2 

strategic bombers to attack Hauoi in IlJ/Z.. 
liow Yer, Beijing has failed to ·onqu r leader
ship of the world revolutionar - mo,· ment 
li ccausc it · hcgcmonicande, pan ioni ·t inter st · 
clash \\"ith tho t of th worlJ' p ople which 
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onsU in uniting all r ~Yolutionary r r -cs in 
lht· world ag-ain t imperiali m. Beijing wants 
to oust the o\·ict l"nio11 and di\·id the world 
rcvolutionar · mo,· m ~n t 
it leadership.. ltho uo-h 
cau d many diffi ultie 

· a , to monopoliz(' 
B ijing' b trayal 

to the Vi tname 
people, it cannot prcYent them from complctel 
libu-atin their oun try in 197 . thu , elimina l
ing on ' of th ba e' for ·ompromisc between 
the Cnitcd tatc ,rn I D ijing. 

An out tandinff char<1 leri tic of ll1e world 
' ituJtion after th, .._ccond \\'oriel \V'tr is the 
n:ry rapid tempo of dt' \'elopment and the deep 
qualitative chano·es as compare l with the 
pre-w .tr rear . f ter the war, the U nilec.1 
't:ites bee am the mighli I imperia Ii t country. 
strong -r than .lit the other imperiali t one· 
put together. l t account for half the total 
world indu trial pro1luction and possessed 
nucl ar m nopoly. However, 20 years lat r 

·.~ imperiali m found itself St;riously weaken
ed and wa defeated in a local war, its war 
of aggre '3ion against Vietnam. The revolution
ary movement has vigorously developed even 
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i11 th b<1ckyard t imperiali ·ni. Th , balan 
or forces has changed in favour of lhe rev
olutionary force . Not only has Beijing been 
unable lo use the world revolutionary move
ment as a bargaining chip in dealing with 

imperialism, but the world revolutionary 
mov ment ha developed on a scale that 
threatens Beijing's hegemonic and expansionist 
interests, particularly in Asia in the seventies. 
Hence Beijing' thoroughly ho tile policy with 
regard to Vietnam immediately after it people 
completely liberated and reunified their coun
try. Owing to Beijing' and the United States' 
concordant interests in opposing the world 
revolutionary movement, Beijing has played 
the card of opposing revolution, the Soviel 
Union, Cuba and Vietnam in order to win 
a sistancc from imperialism for its "four 
modernizations". This explain why Beijing 
ha called upon the United States not to 
withdraw its troops from A ia. 1979 marks a 

setback for the collusion between Beijing and 
the United Stnte . This collusion failed to save 
th Pol Pot- Ieng Sary lique, to pr vent the 
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c llap. e of the t 1rnnt in Iran and that of 
, omoza in Nicaragua, to help Can r 'CC'ur 
8 ' p,rnt ham p at" in the Middt ' and Near 
East a~ w ll a"' :l compromise in ~outl1crn 

Africa ... 

Fifth. B ·ijina's n :Ycrsal of :Illian ~e · in th 
world 'l el linked to the fierce and 
blood inn r tru(l'gle in China. Its internal 
po' er trug le are I s ly tied lo its poli y of 
heg moni m and e ·pan ioni m abroad. 

In the fiftie , Beijing' policy of alliances 
i11 the world filted in with the trend of the 
world revolution. At home, the political itua
tion v a, ba ically table and the Eighth on
gre of the Chinese ommuni ' t Party took cer
tain measures agaitrt the per onality 'ult of 

Iao Zedong. Unlike the Party Rules passed 
al the Seventh Congre s ( 194 5 ), those pa ' Sed 
at the Eighth Congress (1956) did not take 
Mao Zedong's thought a the Party ·s ideolog
ical basis. In this period, the Beijing authorities' 
interests were basically in agreement with 
those of the world revolution, because S im
perialism was carrying out a policy thoroughly 
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ho. We to hina, seeking to isola te 1.t whi1e 
launching ' ' o wars on Its Gorden;: the Kore
an war and the Inda hin 'Se war. However, 
there alread wcr · · me ma11ifcslatio11 or 
great-power chauvini ·m i11 the policies purs ued 
by Beijing. fter the Dien Bieu Phu victory 
was won by the Victname e revolution Beijing 
colluded with France behind the back of Viet
nam, Laos and Kampuchea with a view to 
halting t.he revolution in Indochina, while 
creating th re a ituation favourable to Beijing 
by maintaining weak contending force . Beijing 
had one million Chinese volunteers fighting in 
Korea, yet it had to accept a cea e-fire 011 the; 
38th parallel and recognize the political ' la tu , 
quo. There wa in the armi lice agr ement no 
clause on Korea' eventual reunificati n, and 
il partition was thu perpetuated. 

In the lat - fiftie , Beijing initiated a "big 
leap forward'' with the ambition of outstrip
ping the United State within a hort period. 
At the same time it put forward "revolution
ary" slogans calling for thorough 'oppo ition ' 
to th Unil d Stdes and "revisionism". The 



aim was to must r orcc through ut the worlcl 
and l wer the Soviet Union's pre tigc wi1h 
the hop of conquering lead ·r hip of the 
world r volution and turning hina iuto the 
l'Cll trc of thi' revolu lion . 

From i965 to 1969 China was the scene of a 
"cultural r volution' in fact a very fierce and 
bloody contention for personal power. In i967 
·tnd 1968, in many Chinese provinces protract
ed armed conflicts broke out involving the 
u e of heavy weapon , planes, warships and 
tank . A cording to We tern new reports thosP 
military clashes caused the death of five mil
l ion people. Tens of thousands of high-ranking 
cadres of the Party, the administration and the 
Army were jailed. The CGrnmunist Party and 
its mass organizations were scattered. It was a 
true military coup through which the reaction
ary clique in the Beijing ruling circles eized 
po' er in China, and eliminated the revolution
aries and other opponents. At the same time, 
in the international arena Beijing stepped up 
the formation of pro-Beijing reactionary groups 
whi ·h frenziedly opposed the communist 
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parties, particularly in the Western countriec;. It 
al o spurred pro-Beijing parties to wage armed 
truggle in Kampuchea, Thailand, falaysia, 

Burma and the Philippines with the motto 
"Power grows out of the barrel of a gun". 
It should be noted that in 1965 Beijing helped 
their client conc.luct a military coup in Indo
nesia. A a result of the "cultural revolution " 
in China, the hinese Communist Party \Va!' 

wiped out and the intern tiona1 Communi. l 
movement split. 

The "cultural revolution " marked a turning
poin t in China' political life. It opened up , 
period of deep politi al crisi la tine- many 
year . It also ignalled a turning-point in 
Beijing's foreign policy: the oviet Union, 
from a strnte.gi ally, became the number one 
cnem ', while the t niled tale , former! ' th 
main enemy, became a yery import3nt ally. It 
is clear that after wiping out the hine l' 

ommuni t Party, causing ideologi al and po
litical confu ion at home and abotagin the 
world Communist mov m nt, the Beijino-



rn ling irrl r now proceeded to r everse thci r 
allian e in the world. 

1ao' death led to the elimination of "the 
gang of four" and the rehabilitation of Deng 
,, inoping and oth r high-ranking cadres who 
had bt'en jailed <luring the "cultural revoh1-
tion." Jn 1978, Beijing put forward a "fonr
mocl rni z.alion " programme while Lepping 
up its collusion with the United States and op
po ilion to the Soviet U nion and the world 
revolutionary movement. The aim w as to 
win S and W estern as istan e in capital and 
technology. The Beijing ruling clique's r eac
tionary line after Mao's death shows that the 
in-fighting going on among the Beijing leaders 
i but a struggle for personal power. There 
is only a difference in degree in their devotion 
to th e strn tegy of hegemonism and expansion i m. 

Reijing's trategic manceuvres 

Beijing's trattgy and activities re mble 
those of the imperialists and other r eactionarie 
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because it pursues similar objectives: to domi
nate other countries, ac ting against the intere t 

of the peopl es of other countries and even the 
Chinese people. Bei jing aims to exploit contra
dtcttons between tts opponents and other coun. 
trtes ; it practises deception and blackmatl, 1t sub
vert s foreign governments and tries to set up 
stooge admtnistrations and v assal States. and to 
11se the stick and carrot policy. 

It i clea r that Beijing ' ambitions are o-reat 
but ils economic and military strength i Jimi
t d. While Beijing i pursuing it hegtmonic 
and t xpan ion i t am bit ion • the three r volu
tion ary urrents are weeping aero the whole 
world. o, China doe not have many oppor
tuniti e to use tooge and vas al or practi e a 
stick-and- arrot poli y - the main policy wield
ed by the other imp rinlist . .._ o B ·ijing h;1s 
to resort mainly to the 11 . e of rontradicli n to 
split countri . ~lpart. But its ta cti cs m y chan ~L' 

it' hina manag to increa ~e its inilitar · 
strength or if th world r volutionar mO\'C· 
ment falls into difficulties. 



One C'rtn . <' th is pol icy of e.'(; pl oit tng contra
d iclions in China' attitude to relation between 
the oviet Union and the United tates. The 
Chinese hope for a major war between the e 
two powers i unreali tic, however. As the 

ovirt Union is a sociali t country, war is alien 
to it nature. \iVar is, on the other hand, bound 
up ' ith imperialism and hence is in the 
nature of an imperialist country like the Unit-
d States. But at present, US imperialism is 

being torn by :i serious crisis of capitalism 
' ith no way out: if it was rash enough to 
start a world vvar, imperialism would be 
wiped off the face of the earth. Moreover, in 
view of the tempestuous development of thc 
three revolutionary currents in the world im
perialism can no longer rule the roost a. it did 
in the past 30 years. 

Part of the poli~y of the Chinese rulers at 
home and abroad is decett and blackmail. 

In the late fifties and sixtie. , hina wa 
most vociferous against imperialism and 
'•re vi ioni m ". It was ultra-Jefti~ t in the latter 
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half of the sixties, but soon after took a reac
tionary line, colluding with the imperialists and 

~ sabotaging the world revolutionary movement. 
In the seventie . it has exposed its reactionary 
nature. Since 195 , it has called on the world 
people to wage a ''tit for tat" struggle again:t 
the United States and "revisionism". but has 
not practised as it preache . In 19 5 , it with
drew Chinese volunt ers from Korea to avoid 
a showdown with the United State .. On its 
southern border, it did not want an armed 
conflict between the Indochine e revolutionary 
force. and the United St. te ·. It advi ed Viet
namese leaders not to arry out armed struggle 
in outh Vietnam although the Americans and 
Diem had ma sacred over 500.000 p ople. It 
also ad vised the Pathet Lao not to wage armed 
struggle and lo return to a o, lition go\ern
ment although the Path.et Lao lead r. had been 
arre ted and jailed by the Vientian . adminis-
tration and half of their armtd force had 
been disarmed and disbanded. Yet at the. ame 
tim , it strong! criticiz d the notion of pea t -

fnl trun ilion. '\Vhile· cond mning the oviet-
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U talk • it , Lepp cl up the ino- S n goti:1-
tions in Warsaw. From the middle to late 
ixties, China advised Vietnam to let the anti

US war drag on and fight to the bitter end , 
opposing Vietnam's search for a shortcut to 
victory through negotiation. Meanwhile, both 

hina and th e United States "tried to avoid a 
military clash bet ween them. US g neral Tay
lor a se, sed things in this way : hina is d !er
mined to fight the United States to the last 
Vietname e. Since the seventie , China ha 
s trongly opposed the Soviet Union. W estern 
opinion thus rightly noted : China is resolved 
to fight the Soviet Union to the last vVestern 
European. 

Be ijing's home policy may shed light on it 
two-faced foreign policy. The slogan of great 
cultural revolution masked one of the mo t 
Si:l vage and bloody power truggles in Chinese 
history , with a probable death toll of 5 million . 
Different lead ers got rid of each othe1: by mak
ing L harges of being " ca pita list roaders ". 
Various figures thus fell from grace or were 
rehabilitated . And by the same brutal and 
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slanderous manocuvers they went at other 
countries. 

Since the sevent ies, China's thesis has been 
that there are tw o superpowers which should 
be opposed ; that one should oppose both So
viet and U htgemonisms. But China has 
signed anti ·hegtmonic clauses with the nited 
.'tates and japan . By so doing, China has put 
a veneer on their imperiali t nature and deceiv
ed the world's people . The principal purpo_e 
of this collusion has been to oppose the S, R . 
" Anti -hegemonism" has not preYenteJ hina 
from ca lling on the nited State not to 
withdraw its troops from A ia the aim being 
to maintain S military occupation against the 
in tere t of the Asian people or criticizing the 
United States for it w eakne s in ac epting 
revolutionary Cuba on it doorstep . Immediat
ely after the ignature of the. e clau es, hina 
invaded Vietnam and made erious affront to 
Laos's independenc and overei nty. The 
Beijing rulers echoed the threats of the U in 
its role a international gendarme - saying 
that they vere puni bing Vietnam and 
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teachin it , lesson and boi terously brandished 
a military umbrella allegedly to protect South
ea t Asian countries. Clearly, China's pro
f es ed militant anti-hegemonisrn is a cover for 
its own hegemonic and expan ionist aims; 
China may claim now to he the protecto1· of 
, outheast Asia hut it did not fulfil it pledge 
of 1965 to deiend Hanoi with its airforce; in 
i97r b ina also stood idle when its close 
ally Paki tan was defeated in a war with In
dia and compelled to accept the e tablishm nt 
of Bengladesh as a State; in 1979, China also 
failed to save the Pol Pot-Ieng Sary clique-it 
zealous tooges - from total collapse. 

Beijing is doing its utmo t to carry out it 
policy of h gemoni m and expansionism, but 
the wolf wants to disguise itself as a lamb. 
China claims membership of the Thirl 1 
'Vorld, understanding by this small and mid
dle- ized poor countrie . Y t China's n w 
alliance with imp rialism is ompletely opposed 
to the Third World's inter sts. Beijing's ideo
logues ju tif y China's policies with alluring 
l olitical and philosophical theories ba ~·cd on 

rnetaphy ical or speciotts arguments. hey try 
to win over the middle ·trata and exploit the 
success of the movement for national independ
ence by ultra-leftism and bourgeois national
ism. The " three- worlds " theory calls for 
struggle against the hcgemonism of the hvo 
l>uperpowcr , interpreting all events in inter
national affairs as the result of rivalry between 
the superpowers. Thi theory is used to try and 
divert the struggle of African, Asian and Lalin 
American countries again~t imperiali m for 
their cause of peace and national independen
ce, and turn their effort again t the ovi t 
Union. These theorie and th s are a com
plete di tortion of the real late of affairs in 

the world. '1or over, the Ii ne twi ts and turn ' 
from year to y ar. \Vhat Beijing condemned 
as re isionism in the ixtie i preci ely what 
it prai d in the eventie . In the early eYen
ties, Chinese idrnlogue were reduced to invf'nt
ing the '' world chao ' theory to give ome 
credibility to the be'"'·ilderingly udden poli )' 
chang s. 



Although B\! ij ing1
s eeonomi and rnilitH 

capabilities are still limited, it has agcuts 
p rating in other ountri cs to promote its 

hegemonism aud expansioni m, that is why 
internal subversioll L Oil or its main strategie . 

In Southeast A ·ia, I3eijing makes use of the 
large numbers of o erseas Chinese, who con
trol much of the e ·onomy in m any Southeast 

sian countries; and of the fairly strong pro
Chinese parties. It also tri es to use tl1e minor
ity peoples whose territories straddle its bor
ders. Beijing has often used Chinese residents 
to oppose the administrations of Southeast 
Asian countries, parti ularly during the " cul
tural revolution" period. Most noteworthy was 
the IIoa affair using people of Chinese origin 
in Vietnam: a prelude to the Chine c aggres
sion . It has helped pro-Chinese parti e in at
tempted coups d 'etat in Southeast Asia, such 
as Indonesia in 1965. It supported the 1970 Lon 
Nol coup against Sihanouk in Kampuchea. In 
Laos, it aided several groups and built up a 
pro-Beijing part y in order to overthrow the 
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leadersh ip of the Lao P ople1 n. volut ionary 
Party. 

Beijiug has u c<l chieftain of national mi 
norities cxi ting on both si<le · of the border to 
lead armed forces again t the regime · of 
several countries im:lu<ling India. Burma, Lao · 
ancl Vietnam. 

These Beijing's henchmen have sanctuaric · 
in China. They ar e al o train d and have radio 
stations there. Whenever they get into difficulty , 
they withdraw to China for safety and re t. 

Beijing's coordinates its subversion with m ili
tary, political and economic pre urc against 
Southea t A ian government . 

Another strategy of Reijin i to praclise neo
colontalism : to set up puppet admim strations and 
v assal talcs. After the collap e of old-style 
co:onial.i m, B ijin 's hegemoni m and expan
sio11ism have to take this form. imp rial
ism ha made u e of the national liberation 
struggle against old- tyle oloniali m to drive 
other powers out of their colonie and, claim
ing to support independence, replaced colonial 
i m with neo- oloniali m. In the fiftie and 



,ixli ~. the Bcijiug r1ilers look up LI e cudgels 
from the , i11 su1 I orling th struggle of the 

fri au, J\ ian and Lalin American countries 
a aiu ·t colonial i m with the aim of using the 'C 

countrie ' as pawns in their own cx1 ansioni m. 
As part of il political ·ch me, Beijing extend
ed economic and military aid to a number of 
countrie , put advisers in key positions in the 
economic, political and military apparatuses, 
and sent road-builders to get down to grass
roots unit . This wa to make these regime · 
depend on, China. During the past 30 years 
China never a cepted the idea of a unified 
Vietnam, wanting, like the imperialist , to 
maintain partition indefinitely. Chiua tried to 
gain a monopoly in aid. In 1964, it pressurized 
Vietnam to take only Chinese aid an<l reject 
"'ovict aid. After Kampuchea was freed from 

tutelage, China monopolized aid to the Pol 
Pot - Ieng Sary clique. It xploited any contra
diction between peoples to separate countrie,: 
the old imperialist trick of " divide and rule" 
Ifoslile to the solidarity between the three In~ 
dochinese countrie , the Beijing ruler have 

constant! been on the look-out for ways to 
prise them ap:Ht. iuce i965, they used 
the Pol Pot - Ieng Sary dique to undf"rmit1c 
the solidarity l>etwcen the Indo ·hinese 
l'Ot111lries in the war agai11 s l lJ aggre:o.i-;ion. 
Since l97", th ' Y used the :-ame clique to 
launch a ' ar against the Vietuamc · · aud Lao 
peoples. In outheast . \sia they u ·ed to use 
the Indochinese countric a, a ba ' C to attJc:k 
other counlrie · in the region, but ince the 
seven lie the won over the other outhea ·t 
..-\sian countrir and turned th ' m again t the In
dochinese iution . In outh Asia the · befriend
ed India's neicrhbours and pilled them ag<tin t 
India. In Africa, they support d .... omalia again t 

Ethiopia. \\ ithin each country, Beijin :r played 
'everal card at the 'ame lime with a view to 
winning control of that country. In man -
outhea t Asian countrie , while trying to win 

over their government , they continued to u ·e 
pro-B' ijing parli and Chine re ·ident ' to 

bring pre ' ure to bear on tho e ndmini tration . 

In Kampuch a, in the early evenlie Beijing 
had fi,·c iron: in ·the fire al once: ihanouk, 
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the P l ot - Ieng ary liquc, Lou ol, on 
rurn antl th ' It ine:c re:iden ts. 
OH·r the cars the 13eijing rea ·tionaries have 

made man _ efforts to set up puppet adminis
tration ·. Ther \ ere many failur : the greatest 
ucce s being Pol Pot and Ieng ary. 

Beijing'· sticl~ and carrot policy re orts Lo 
threats as well as briber . Its ability to carry 
out ·uch thr ·ats i ' limited. IIowevcr, C11ina's 
vast I opulation allows it to maintain a huge 
arm an<l this intimidates some oi it neigh
bours. As soon as the People's Republic of China 
was et up, China embarked upon building 
strategi nuclear forces as a big tick to it 
hegemonic an L expansioni t policy. China's 
nuclear weapons are not meant to thre::iten 
other nuclear powers, for China ranks only fifth 
in the world nuclear ·lub, but m·iinly to 
domin ate other A ian countrie '. But 'hina's 
recent war of aggression against ietnam ha 
revealed the weak points of the stick with whi h 
China i threatening the o'ther Asian countrie . 

China's aid to abroad lags far behind that of 
other countries both in quantity and quality, 
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and fails to meet the requirements of ian, 
, fri an anc! Latin American econ om i · . That 
is why it is ex tended to only a elected handful 
of countries. To gain a monopoly of aid to the 
eountri it has hosen and to compen ·ate for 
the ' ca knc ·scs of its aid, 'hina la y · down 
ea icr condition · than most ountric ·, while 
addsing the rec ipient nation to he self-reliant. 
In the economic li Id hina ad vi ·e~ it· protegcs 
to make agriculture the basis of their national 
economics and build industry only on a mall 
an<l medium scale; in military affairs it preache 
people's war. 

Chine e aid ha a de eptive allure but when 
China cuts off aid to Vietnam and Albania, 
many couotrie realized Beijing' political 
moth· · behind the aid. 

\Vh('re will lleijing' lralegy lead 

The follo"·ing point should be onsidered 
in connection with B ijing's future trate y: 

- B ijing looks forward to a large- cale war 
between the Tnited State and the Soviet l nion. 

hina h pes totakeadvanlaO'eofthe ccountric" 



mutual defeat to em rgc as lhe ' tronges l power 
in the world ; 

- At present, China ranks :-ievcnth iu the 
wo Jd a regards industrial production. Accord
ing to xperts' calc11lations, with ra\'ourablc 
cou litious China can climb to fifth pl11ce, nnd 
perhap · third place at best. 

- Beijing has su(fcrc l heavy setbacks in its 
foreign adventures and has been weakened by 
internal di order as shown in de,·clopmcnt· 
OYer the past 20 years, hence its major failures 
in implemenling the ''four modernizations" 
programme. 

- l'Vlajor se tbacks may lea l to change iu 
tl1e political !in or leadership of China. 

To a se s po sibilities for the future, let 11:> 

asse s Beijing s successes and failures so far in 
implementing its hegemonic and expansioni ·t 
strategy. 

fhirty years have just elapsed since the 
People's Republic of China was founded. In il 
first eight years (1949-1957) hegemoni rn and 
expansionism were not yet in the forefront of 
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Chinese policy. Hence the great \' ictories in the 
home and forcigu affairs by the 'hinc e p!;ople. 
The prestige of the People's Republic of China 
in the world was very high, although ome 
manifestations of hegemonism and expan
sionism had already appeared. In the following 
22 years (1958-1979) hegemonism and expan
sionism moved into prominence to become 
Beijing' main objective but with many etbacks 
occurred on the way. From the late fifties to 
the late sixties. trong allegation against 
imperia I ism and "rev i ionism " followed b~
ultra-left proclamation temporarily deceived 
a section of the middle trata and a number 
of Afri an, Asian and Latin American coun
trie . That is Beijino-'~ greate~t victory o far. 
However, Beijing failed to reacb it ~t rategi 

aim of drawing the entire -..vorld revolutionary 
force into the orbit of its hegemoni.m and 
expan ionism and make China a match with 
the O\'iet -nion an<l th nited tate . Between 
1970 and 1970 Beijing' poli y,..turned openly 
reactionary by] colluding \ ilh imperiali m 
ao-ain t the world_ re,·olutionary movement. In 
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p:1rti ular,"thc r nt war of aggrc,sion again. I 
Vi tnam expo ed Beijing's reactionary nature 
an<l tore off it revolutionary mask. Maoism 
fell into complete discredit in the eyes of the 
' orld. Solidarity within the internationa l Com
muni t mon:ment and the world revolutionary 
movement wa lrengthened. Another great 
etback wa that Beijing's heg monism and 

expan ioni m were driven out of the Indochin
c countri s whi h wer inten led to serve a 
th main base for expansion into Southeast 
A ia. However, the greatest setback in the past 
22 years ha been that the reactionary foreign 
policy and the struggle i'or power between 
rea tionary cliques seriously weakeued the 
People's R public of China economically and 
militarily, confused it ideologically and split it 
politically. The recent aggression against Viet
nam ha helped bring about a serious leadership 
cri is. China's failure to build its economic, 
political and military might has harpened the 
contradiction b tween it over-ambitious 
hegemonism and expansionism, and its too 
limited strength, 

The re:i1;on. for the great ctb.1ck" oi neij
ing' hcgcmonisrn and cxpan ioni m in the 
pa t 22 years arc as follows: 

Beijing developed thi Strate r at a time 
when the three revolutionary current were 
weeping through the world, old colonialism 

had collapsed and neo-colonialism had fallen 
into grave crisi , imperialism was weakenino-. 
Clearly enouo-h, this hegemoni m and expan
sionism had become outdated and Beijing i 

meeting with the same fate a imperiali m. 

Beijing's , trntegy ha. been running counter 
to the Chine c people' intere t . It ha caused 
countle difficulties for the Chine e p ople. 
Life wa alread hard but the reactionary 
lique of rulers have been using an important 

part of the national in ome to build up a fra

tegi nu 1 ar force, to help the Pinochet rea -
tionnrie,, lo prop up Pol Pot nnd I ng ary 
and other reactionaries again t the people of 
various ountri , nnd to wao-e "\Yar, of ao-o-re. -
sion a ain t neigh bouring countrie . The Beij
ing ren tlonaries tried to hid the war again t 



\'ictnam from Iii hincse peo ple he au . c !Iii 

war flouted the hinl' ·c people's intercs1s. 

Deijin ' ambition arc exceedingly great 
but China political, economic and military 
. Ir ngth is limited. Durin,g the past 22 years, 
this contradiction has not only remained 
un ettled but h;1s in fact been sharpened by 

eijing' forci "11 adventures and internal dis
orders. 

Beijing is colluding with imperiali. m again. t 
the ' ' Orld n' \'Olutionary movement and parti
cularly against th Soviet Union. It hopes to 
r ely on impe ri ·~ lisrn to carry out the" four 
modernizations". The imperialists hope to 
"play the China card" against the world rev
olutionary movement and weaken the Soviet 
Union. Event of recent years have illustrated 
that Beijing' collu ion with the irnperi<1list 
will fail to chan e the balance of forces in the 
world and cannot reverse the un toppable pro
gress of the three revolutionary current in 
the world. Even in Asia where US-China col
lu ion can hav th mo t clir<:"ct eff ct devcl p
m nts in Indochina, .-\fghanistan , Irnn :ind th e 
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;\fiddle :rncl . ear East show that th·· hin:.t 
card does not give the re ult expected by the 
imperiali t . The imperialists keep u ing it. but 

~ their illusions to use it to def eat the \Yorld 
revolutionary movement and for weakening 
tile Soviet l'nion have been exploded. On the 
other hand, they probably want a trong China 
but not one which will threaten their intere t 
in A ia and the world. \Vith the Brijing rulers 
following a policy of hegemoni m and expan
sionism, a hina of I,ooo million pc:ople achiev
ing ··four modernizations" will become an 
inconceivable threat to the imp rialisl eountrie .. 
That is why 197t and arly 1q79 witnes_e cl a 
rush of imperialist countries to Beijing. but 
after Beijing' war of aggre ~ ion agnin t \ iet· 
nam, th imperiali t are h:wing _econd 
thought about playing the China :lrd. 

\Vhat have au ed the p . t failure of Beij
i1w's strategy will al o de i. ively affect th e 
cour of Beijing's future . trategy. 

Today, fovourable conditions for the mate
rialization of Beijing' Ambition nre dUn
tcgrating . teadily. China·s econ mi . politi al 
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and military str nglh was slronge8t bdwc 11 

1950 and 1957, and il present po ition in these 
field i not goo l. Thi is particularly due to 
the di order brought about by the lingering 
eff t of the "cultural revolution", the "cred
ibility gap", the leadership cri is, above all 
the war of aggre sion against Vietnam. The 
po ibility of carry(ng out the "four moder
nizations ' by the end of this century ha be
come dimmC:'r and dimmer. The 1976-19 5 
plan in whi h the "four modernizations" were 
embodied wa cut by 30 % . Over the past thr e 
cleca le , Beijing-', prestige and its ability to 
deceive people and \Vin over allies reached its 
peak in the pan extending from the fifties to 
the mid-sixties. Howev r, since the seventies, 
Deijing has thrown off its revolutionary mask 
and ·it p restige and ability to deceive have 
reached rock bottom sin e the aggre ion 
again t Vietnam. Soviet-US relatiorL were al. o 
most strained during the cold war of the fifties 
and sixties. Now the oviet Union i much 
stronger, while the nited States is sinking 
deeper into a eriou , dravm-out and issuele . 

cri is. Soviet-US relation · are characterised by 
both struggle and detente. The imperialists 
nurture many illusions about the China card, 
but the developments in many part of the 
world prove that it cannot reverse the trend of 
the world revolution. Beijing has suffered a 
seriou defeat in it policy of collu ion \\'ith 
imperialism. Beijing's etback in Indochina 
(which it regards a its backyard) is the greate. t 
one yet for it hegemonL m and expan ion ism. 

The British and French imperiali t were 
weakened in two world war and fell from 
world pow rs to European power.. l1 im
periali m then became the mi htie I imperi:ili t 

power. However, the apog e ha only la l

ed 20 years. ince the ixtie , the nited 
tates has been weakened, b cau.e of the 

general cri is of capitali m, the growth of the 
three revolutionary current., and parlicularlr 
by it war of aggre sion again ' I ' ietnam. 

Like imperiali m, Beijing' hegemoni~m and 
exp::rnsionLm is meetin with in rea ing diffi

ultie . . It ran be ::lffirmed that China will not 
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h · able to irnpkm nt th r •·four rnodcrniz;1 -
tion " and be me th world's n11mher-onl' 
power by the end of this century. It could al o 
uffer etback at home and abroad as it ha in 

th past 20 y ar .. Beijing may continue to 
indulge in g reat ambitions and dangerous 
adven tures, although internal and external 
onditions are be oming ever less favourable. 

However the mor . obstinate it is, the greater 
it etbacks will b . 

In the immediate t rm, there i no possibility 
a yet of the eriou. failure B ijing has ufferccl 
at home and abroaJ leading to major changes in 
it line and leadership. But we believe Iha I the 
Chinese people will certainly rise up and 

overthrow their reactionary rulers, for the 
Chinese people have a tradition of revolution
ar r struggle, for our lime is a time of tran i
tion from capitali ·m to ocialism, a time of 
collap e of imperialism and liquidation of 
colonialism, a time of victory for ocialism nnd 
communism thronghot1t the world. 
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THE TR TH 80 T VI T lU 
CHINA RELATIONS OVER THE 

LA T THIRTY YEARS 
/lhud~rd version nf the While Book rf 
the Ministry ef Foreiun A_ffairs. 

How can we explain the udden change of 
Beijing's policy toward \ it:tnam, manife teJ 
in recent year by acts of open hostility 
culminating in the February-1\Iarch 1979 war 
of aggression ? . 

Thi change i but the rdlection of a world
wide trategy which the hinese ruler ha,-e 
followed for everal decaJe , aimed at a ingle 
objective: to turn China quickly into a first
grade world power and materialize it leader ' 
great-power expan ioni t and he emonic 
de ign toward other ountrie , aboye all the 
countries of outhca t A ia. 



In 1936, speaking about his youth to Am ri-
an j urna list Edgar Snov in Y cnan, Mao 

Zedong told of how he felt after reading a 
pamphlet ab ut Japan's conquest or Korea and 
Taiwan. and 1he l ss ofChine$e "sovereignty" 
O\' er Indochina. Burma and other place . 

" ft er 1 read thi ', I fcl t depressed a bout 
the futur of m · coun1ry an<l began to realize 
that it wa the duty of all tht: people to help 
save it" (1) 

This wa before the triumph of th hincse 
reYolulion in 1949. 

ln 1963, during talks with delegates of the 
\ ietnam \Yorkers' Party in \Vu llan, lao 
Zed ng aid, "I will be the hairrnan of 500 

million poor pea · ants sending their troops to 
~outheast Asia. ' 

.\.nd, noticing that the hinese proYincc of 
ze hwan and Thailand were of the same size 

but that the Thai population wa only half • 
that of zechwan and that Laos was a large 
but thinly populated country, Mao did not 
hide hi intention to send his com patriot to 
·ettle in both Thailand and Laos. 

In Southeast Asia, Vietnam occupie a truly 
strategic position. The Chine e feudal expan-

ionists repeatedly invaded Vktnarn, seeking 
to annex it and use it as a base for aggression 
against other Southea t A ian countries. Today 
the rulers of the Chinese People's Republic arc 
trying I y every possible means to take hold 
of Vietnam, and also Lao and Kampuchea, 
with a view to weakening and annexing lhem 
one alter another in 1heir march into outhea t 
A ia. 

In a meeting in eptcmber 1963 in Kwan -
tung between rcpr entati,-cs of the four 
Communist Partie~ of \ ielnam, China, Indo
uc ia and Lao . Zhou Enlai said "Our coun
try i a big one, but we have no way out. 
Thc:-refore we hope that the Vietnam "-orker · 
P,irty will open for u a new way to oulhea t 

. " , SW. 

~ince \ ' ictnam ' -as not di~posed to help lht 

"'hine e rul rs realize their ambition . the latter 
sought to do it by themselves. To this end, 
they operated a two-facc:-d poli y toward th.e 

ietnamese revolution: to help ii ·and lo 
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ontain it at the ame time, to make Vietnam 
weak and divided, dep ndent on China. 

.. fter ea h Vietnames vi tory, they dealt 
with the imperiali ts and made comprom~. es 
against the interests oi Vietnam. T~~ ' hH_ted 
[rorn c vert pposition to open hostility agamst_ 
Vietnam, not flinching e en lrom a war ol 

aggres ion. 
The history of th µast thirty years ha' 

, hown that 11{ey have betrayed the: Victname e 
revolution three times. 

The first Chinese betrayal : Geneva 1954 

In i95+. the victories • on by the pe~ples 
of Vietnam, of Laos (under 1he leader hip of 
the Lao Resistance Government) an<l of Kam
pu ·Ilea (under the leader hip or the 
Karnpuehean Resi tance Governrnent), e ·pec
ially the Dien Bien Phu vi tory, drove the 
French imperialists into an extremely difficul; 
·ituation. French Defence Minister Rene 
Pleven; Chairman of the Joint Chi fs of taff, 
General Paul Ely; hi I' of Staff of the nny, 
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eneral Blanc; an<l hief of Staff of the Air 
For ·e, General Fay, after inspecting the Indo
chinese battlefield in February 195+. came to 
thi pessimistic conclusion, " reinforcement 
of the Expeditionary Corp , however strong, 
cannot bring about any change. l\Ioreover, the 
military efforts by the metropolitan country 
have reachc:<l their la I limit. All that we can 
hope for nov'' is to create the mo ·t favourable 
military conditions for a µoliti<:al ·olution to 
the conflict." (2) 

The French people's moYemenl a ain t the 
·•dirty war" was gro,ving Yigorou ly, and 
other erious diffi ulties in the economic, 
political an<l o ial field a.saulled the French 
a<lm ini ·tra tion. It was in such a ituation that 
Prance entered the 195+ GeneYa onference on 
l n<lochina . France tried to achieve there a 
Korean-typ ce 'ation of ho, tilitie, that i to 
~ay one without any political , olution. ju I 

to ave the French Expetlitionary orps nd 
maintain Fr nch colonial i m in Indochina. 

A far a Beijing wa conL'ern d, it al o 
end a\'oured to put an end lo thc- Indoehina 



war b a Kor an-type olution, crcatin a 
buffer zone oulh of hina, preventing a re
pla ement of the French by the Americans in 
Indochina to avoid a direct onfrontation with 
th United Stat s while checking the victory 
c'lan of the Vietnamese, Lao an d Kampuchean 
peoples so a. t prer are its own expan~ion 

into outheast ia. 

lt is clear that China's land c, scntially 
a 'reed with that o( I•rancc . On the other han<l, 
it was totally different from Vietnam's po ition: 
ce · ation of hostilitie a ross the whole Indo
chinese peninsula, to be accomJ.Janied by a 
politi al solution (or each of the questions of 
Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea on the basis 
of respect for the independence, so\'ercignty, 
unity and territorial integrity of each Indo
chinese country. 

Taking advantage of the geographical po, i
tion of their country, the main military ·up
plier controlling the onlv supply route to Viet
nam, <1nd of Frcn ·h reluctance to talk with 
Vietnam from a weak position, the Chinese 
rulers allowed themselves to negotiate directly 
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with th e FrenC"h in th e iirst ph •. t of th · Ge
neva Conference (from 8 :\fay to ~3 June 195-t-) 
through four meeting between the delegation 
heads of France and China. 

Political conces ions of a fundamrntal naturi> 
which sacrificed the interests of the peoples 
of Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea were made 
by Zhou Enlai himself at the third and fourth 
meeting , on 17 and 23 June 19'4 re pecUvely. 
These were: ce ~alion of ho tilitie.·: political 
ettlernent prcad o,·er a rather long pc-riod, 

China to r c·o nize the co xL tence in Vietnam 
of two administrations and the di\· i. ion oi 
Vietnam into two :tones; China also lo recoo-
nize the legitima y of the Royal Government 
or Lao and Kami uchea, withdraw its demand 
for the participation of the delegation of the 
Lao Resistance Government and Kampu hem 
Re i tance vernment al the onference. 
and rai e the que tion of withdrawal oi 
foreign troop , includin \ 7 ietname e volo~

teers, from Laos and Kampu hea ; hina 
also to agree to sett] ~eparately the thre prob
lem of ictnnm, Lao and K ampuchea. 



hinn was <ll8post cl to recognize th e 11\rcc 
countries ;:is mcmb r · of tlte French Union 
and want d to ee Lao ancl Kampuchea with 
a new face in Southeast Asia, like India and 
Indonesia. In return, it only required the ab
, ence of u~ military bases in lndorhina. 

As early as May 195+, the Chinese delegation 
had alr ady proposed ::i demarcation line be
tween the two zones of Vi etnam to be plact:d 
:lt th 16th parallel (while thr Vietnam<". e 
suggested th 131h parallel). Th 'Y even wanted 
Vietnam to make further conces ions to the 
xtent of abandoning Hanoi. Haiphong and 

Highway 5 connecting th e two cities: 

"As the plan (of the 16th parallel) is not 
likely to be accepted. it should be envisaged 
that Haiphong can be made a free port with a 
fixed number of French troops talioned neur
by. If this too is not accepted, Highway 5, 
Hanoi and Haiphong can be made a demilila· 
rized zone under joint control.. " (3) 

So the Chinese and the French had agreed 
on the framework of an agreement for the 
settlement of Indochinese problems. 

In th1' second ph asr of negotiation · (frum 23 
June to 20 July 195-t) the French delegation 
negotiated directly with the Vietnamese dele
gation which wanted to maintain it posilions. 
But China increased pres. ure on Vietnam, 
especially in the ten days preceding the 
end of the Conference. 

ln a mes age dated io July 195f to the Cen· 
tral Committee of the Vietnam Worker ' Party. 
Zhou Enlai stre sed the neces ity to present 
"fair and rea onable conditions acceptable to 
the French Government, o that an agreement 
may be reached within ten days." 

t the same time, the Chinese made use of 
the US threat of an expanded war to exert 
pressure on Vietnam. 

In keeping with Vietnam' ' peace-loving 
traditions, and the en ral trend of ettling 
di putes through negotiation , and under Chine
se pressure, Vietnam ccepted the -olution 
which i well-known . 

The Dien Bien Phu victory and the 19-f 
Geneva Agreements marked a vi tory of the 
re\'Olutionary for es in Indochina and greatly 



ontributed to bringing about the total disinte
gration of the French Empire, announC'ing the 
irrever ihl pro ess of coll a ps of world colo
nialism and impcriali. m. Thr Geneva solution, 
however. pr vented the peoplf's or Vietnam, 
Laos and Kampuchea from winning complete 
\' ictory in their war of resistanc · again t the 
French colonialist ", whi h was clearly a prac
tical po sibilit , con idering the balance of 
for e, on the battlefield. 

That was what the hinese I .ad rs knew 
better than anyone el e, but they wanted to 
b tray the revolutionary cau e of the peopk' 
of Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea. 

The second Chinese betrayal: to hamper 
the Vietnamese people's fight to liberate 
South Vietn.am and reunify their country 
(1954-1975). 

1954-1966 : Chinese ob tacles to Vietnam's 
efforts for national reunification 

After securing, through the Genc\'a ettl -
ment, n buffer ione sonth f their country, the-

hin sc leaders vou Id d ., otc themscl vcs to 
speeding up the fulfilment of their fir t fi\'e
year plan (1953-1958). From i95 , they l>tarted 
their ·'great leap forward" plan. anJ their 
plan to build up a nuclear strength. 

In foreign a ff air , they sou~h t detente \'l'ilh 

th S imperialists, holding talks witli the 
USA in Geneva as early a Augu t l<J55 and at 
the arne time tried to c, pand their influen C" 

in Asia, espel·ially in outhca t and outh A ·ia. 

In , pitc nf go Dinh Diem's ref u al to holJ 
elections ior the reunification of Vietnam s 

provided for in the Geneva A reem nt · whik 
the patriotic moyement in outh Vietnam w : 
being ruthle~dy repres, ed. the Beijing rnkr. 
k ·pt on trying to convince Vietn;1m that n tion
al reunification was a "Ion~ siruggk .. and 
could not be achi ved by use of arm . 

In November rqs6, Iao Zedong told Viet
name, e lead rs, ,-, The p'\rtition of Vietnam 
cannot be olved in a hort time, it may take 
a long time... If 10 years is not enough. we 
, houl 1 he prepar d for a hundred years". 



.\: cnrl a July H).)5, Dt•ng Xiaop in~ .• cneral 
ecretarv f the hinesc Communisl Party, 

warned : "Two possibilities may en ue from 
the use of armed force to reunify the country: 
either victory or lo s of 'orth Vietnam it elf. ' 

In July 1957, Mao again aid, "The question 
i to defend the existing border, to defend 
the 17th parallel... It may take a long time, but 
I hope a long tim will bring good re ults." 

A cording to the Chine. e ruler , in South 
Vietnam "the only appropriate line is a 'pro
longed ambush', to gather strength, keep clos 
contact with the people and \•va it for an oppor
tunity". To follow the" prolonged ambush" 
line simply meant to renounce all revolntion
ary struggle and to le.ave the South Vietna
m e. e population to US-Diem massacres. 

Determined to follovv th line of indepen
dence and sovereignty, the Vietnam s' p opk 
chose to s tart. in late 1959 and arly 1960, poli
tical struggle combined with armed fighting in 
South Vietnam. Thi option was naturall. 
di approved of by the Beijing rulers. 

f n . fay H)6o, durint.: talk with Yietnarne e 

representatives, they aid, "\\'c hould not try 
to decide which i more important: political 
struggle or armed struggle... either form of 
struggle means an immediate seizure of power; 
anyway, the truggle remains a long one .. · 
Even with the collapse of the Diem regime, 
the reunifi cation of the country ca nnot be 
a hieved at once beca use the U, imperiali t 
would not allow it. .. 

" ... 1 orlh Vietnam may g ive ~outh Viet
nam political upport, helpin it to work out 
policie , but the mo t important thiner is to 
encourage the pirit of self-reliance of the-. outh 
Vietname e ... \\'hen it i urc of ucce , the 
North m aY uive the outh military aid. that is. 

• b 

, hen ii i, quite ertain that nothing bad can 
happen, a quantity of weapons may be up· 
pl ied ecretly. But in general. no :iid should 
be giv n." 

Thu failin in th •ir attempt 10 pre,· nt the 
South Vietnamese peopl ' · .. :;imultaneous 
upri ings" Beijing wanted the North Vietnam
e.e p opl to for ak their obliuation to their 



outh Viclnanw · ompatriols and lcav th 111 
alon in the truggle. Th y refu e<l 10 help 
the Victname e peopl to build up their rcg11-
lar army, and only a<;recd to give Vietnam 
ome light weapons and logistical supplies, a 

the considered that the most appropriate form 
of truggle in South Vietnam was guerilla 
warfare, fighling small battles with small unit 
sue] as platoons and companies. 

Meanwhile, in foreign poliC'y, tht hinesc 
ml rs be an to practise an increa ingly virn
lent anti-Soviet ism to s cure the "1-adership 
of the world revolution" and to prepare 
;ictively for dc'.·tcntc and col[u:-;ion with S 
imp rialism. 

In their talks with the Vietnamese ~idc in 
1963, they tried to persuade Vietnam to acctpt 
their vie' points, that is to deny the existence 
0f the sociali t camp and to open a wav 1·or 
Chinese expan ion into Southeast ia. -_ I o 
in 1963, they put forward the so-called 25-point 
programm on the general line of the world 
communist movement and proposed to conve
ne a Conference of eleven Communi t Parties 

to form a new ommu n i t International <lami
nated by Beijing. 

either pressure, nor the promise of mas i\·e 
aid of one billion Chinese yuan if Vietnam 
ref used all aid from the oviet Union (offered 
b Deng ,; iaoping on behalf of the leader · of 
t1'1 Chinese ommunist Part ·) succeeded in 
onvincing Vietnam to follow Beijing's policy. 

Lt should be noted that, <luring lhi · perio<l, 
Heijing applied to the rcYolution in Lao <I 

policy similar to that applied to Vietnam: 
pressure was exerted on the . eo Lao Hak~at 

to ompel it to practi e the "prolonged 
ambush" strategy, to ab lain from combining 
armed struggle with polilica I truggk, and to 
"re-e tabh h the coalition gon·rnment a oon 
as po s ible ". In a talk with the \"ietna•nese 
ide in Augu t 196c, the Chine e aid, on the 

que tion of Laos, "The greate t care mu ·t be 
taken t amid getting diredly inrn!Yed in the 
war. H the jumps into Luo , what will 
happen to orth \'ietnam Yunnan and 
Kwang i? We should think of the po ibility 
ora 'ad\' nture . " 
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oncerning the solution of tlte Lao questio11 
al the 1961 -1962 Geneva onference, the hine c 
~eader ad orated partitioning Lao horizontally 
1_nto two zon s: one controlled by the liberation 
torce in the North bordering ou outhern 

hina · and the other controlled b the Lao 
Royal Go,·ernment in the South. This wa a 

wicked design aimed al securing the Lao 
re\·olulionary force ·' dependence on hina 
and i olating the outl1 Vietnamese re,·olution. 

However, the leaders of th Lao revoluUon 
did not gi\'e up their own line of independ
enc , which enabled them to win big victorie 
over US imperialism and it Vientiane agent . 

1965-1969: Green Light lo US aggressi-0n, 
red light to all international aid lo Vietnam 

the " great proletarian cultural re,·olution" 
wa announced in their own country, the 
Chinese authorities further colluded with the 
United States and stepped up the implementa
tion of their policy of ('Xpansionism and big
nalion hegemouism . They c mmittcd 

themselves even more deeply to a courc:e of 
betraying the Vietnamese revolution. 

They gave the r en light to Johns n to 
unl ash the "local \\·ar" in outh Vietnam 
v ith the participation of hundred· of thousands 
ol I's, and th air war in the North with all 
the might of the S F. The · rea sured 
\ as hi ugton that "if you do no harm to u . 

we \Nill do no harm to you". In the calculation 
oi Bdjin . the C war of a gre sion again t 

Vietnam, whik weakenin the two belligerent 
partie , would allow China to spend it time 
unharassed on the "cultural reYolution ". Thi 
i ' ~iao' famou Machiavellian the i : .. To it 
on a mountain and watch the tiger fi ht". 
Zhou Enlai told Egyptian Pre ident .l\nvser 
011 -3 June 19<>: "The more troop the lf-. 
sends to Vietnam, the more delighted we are. 
ior we know that \Ye haye them in our hand 
and we can bleed them. If you want to help 
Vie-tnam. you hould encourage the · to end 
mor troop to th·1t country. the more the 

better." (4) 



they hoped the Vietnam war would be 
prolon ed indefinite! , the Chinese leader 
advi ed their Vietname e cou nterpart to 
practise guerilla '"'arfare and not to fight big 
battle . They limited their aid to light weapons 
and logistic supplies. secret military agre ·
ment had been signed betv een the two coun
tries according to which Chinese pilots were 
to be sent to \ ietnam. This promise was not 
kept l>y the Chinese side which argued that 
"the time wa not appropriate" and that "by 
doing o, we could not prevent the enemy 
from intensifying their air raids." (s) During 
talk ' ith the Vietname e side in Augu t 1966 
they also said, "China has not enough air 
power to help defend Hanoi." 

In order to make Vietnam dependent on 
China, the Beijing rulers did their utmo t to 
prevent any united action in favour of Vietnam 
by revolutionary and progressi,·e forces in the 
world. All proposals in tl1is connei.;tion. 
coming either from Vietnam (F b. 1965 Feb. 
1966), from the oviet Union ( 'larch i965, 

pril 1965), or from third parties (propo al b 
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jap;rnese communistl> iu .May i9& )) wet e 
brutally rejected by Beijing. 

The Chinese authorities not only r lused to 
take into considl:'ration a Soviet uggestion to 
et up an airlift via China and build airfields 

011 Chinese territory to defend orth ietnam. 
but they also created tremendou difficulties 
for tht> transport of aid from the :oviet Union 
and other ocialist countrif's via China. They 
tried all sorts of ways to re-schedule those 
upplies in an attempt to limit the Vietnamese 

people's ability to launch large- calc operation., 
particularly in the dry ea. on~. 

They also Ji nppron J of the . c.t in,.,. up of 
an anti-imperiali t front of the \· ielname ·e 
Lao and Kampuchean people . . On their insti
gation, the Hoa (people of Chinese origin) 
living in the lib rated areas of Lao controlJe<l 
by the Lao Patriotic Front tried in 196 to 
bring about dj cord b t'Yeen the Lao and the 
Vietnamese. 

In Kampuchea, after 196~, they urged Pol Pot 
to wage an armed trug le gain t the ih. nouk 
administrnti n whi h was alli <l at the time 
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' ith the re i tan 
Laos. 

forces f Vietnan anJ 

111 1969, they s upporte l the views of Lo11 
o!, wh haJ be 'Orne Prime Minister of I am

puchca, and d mand d that the South Viet
namese liberation forces withdraw from their 
bases in Kampuchea and refrain from using 
tit· port of ihanoukville as a supply ba ·e. It 
is ncit mere coincidence that the Pol Pot - Ieng 
ary lique, during the same period, demanded 

tl1at the South Vietname e liberation forces 
withdraw from their Kampuchean base . 

After the 1968 Tet Offensive, the S aggres
sors were comp lled to de-escalate th war and 
to hold talk with the Democratic R public of 
Vietnam in Paris. After that, the struggle of 
the Vietnamese people on three fronts - mili-
1ary, political and diplomatic-was intensified. 
'f'h e first objective was to force th U1 it d 
States to end unconditionally their bombing of 
North Vietnam. 

The Chinese leaders opposed this effort. 
From May to mid-October 1968, the B ijing 
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mass media carried no report about the nego
tiations between Vietnam and the United 
States, but kept on stressing that the Vietnam
ese people should decide the outcome of their 
struggle "not at the conference table, but on 
the baltl field . " 

On 9 October 1968, a Chinese leader 
met a Vietnamese Vice-Minister of Foreign 
Trade in Beijing and asked him to convey 
to the Vietnamese leaders China's view that 
the ending of US bombing again t North 
Vietnam was "a Vietname e compromi e with 
the niteJ States" and "a major etbat:k and 
a great lo s for the Vietname c people, ju. l 

like the neg liations for the 19-+ Geneva 
grecmcnts which were a mi take . " He su ,_ 

gc ted that Yietnam " hould let the US 
r sume bombin and helling all over orth 
Vietnam. Thu the United Stale, would he 
forced to ·catter their bombing raids an<l a 
lessening of difficulties for the outh coukl 
be achieved. " 

The same Chin e personality prelendt>d 
that in it de ' ision to hold negotiation - ' ith 
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the nited State . Vietnam had taken ' 'Soviet 
advice". He asked the Vietnamese side to 
make a h ice: "If Vietnam want to defeat 
the nit d States it hould cut off relations 
with the Soviet Union: if Vietnam want to 
reach a compromise with the United State , 
u ing Chinese aid for · the fight again t the 
Americtins with a_ view to negotiating with 
them, Chinese aid would then Jose all its 
significance.'' 

On 17 October 1968, Chinese Foreign Minis
ter Chen Yi met a Vietnamese representative 
to convey the Chinese leadership's view of 
the negotiations between Vietnam and the 
United States: 

. •·Your agreement to hold four-party nego
tiations will help Johnson and Humphrey to 
win the election, lea e the South Vietname e 
people under the domination of the US impe
rialists and their pupptt , South Vietnam will 
not be liberated and its people may suffer till 
greater losses. _ So is there anything for our 
Parties and States to talk about?" 

IUt 

Tl eir threat to cut off relations between the 
two Parties was accompanied by other pres
sures, particularly a reduction of aid. Aid in 
1969 was 20 per cent less than that of 1968. In 
August 1969, the Chinese arrogantly asked, 
"Do you want to continue fighting or to make 
peace? China must know the answer when 
considering the problem of aid." As a matter 
of fact, the amount of aid for 1970 was brought 
down by 50 per cent as compared with 196 . 

nother form of pressure was exerted by 
the Chinese authorities: their embassy in 
Hanoi was instructed to instigate the Hoa in 

Vietnam to stir up trouble, oppo e the Viet
namese Government, propagate "Mao Zedong 
Thoucrht" and the "cultural revolution " and 
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set up intelligence network . 
But the Vietname e people' will wa un-

hakeable. 'The South\ i tname e people will 
fight the P aggre or, to the end, and we 
will continue to uphold proletarian intffnation
ali m" r pli d 1he Vietn. me ~ id to a threat 
by Deng Xiaoping in April 1966 to r consid
er th problem of aid to Vietnam. 



1969 - 1973: Sino-American bar aining 
against Vietnamese interests 

In 1969, Nixon's first year in the White 
I louse. and also the year which saw the end 
f the "cultural revolution", the proce s of 

Sino-American rapprochement was stepped up . 
\\'ashington and Beijing discussed not only 
problems of common int re t, but also problem 
relating to the sovereignty of the Vietnamese 
and other Indochinese people . 

February 1972: Nixon visited China and the 
Shanghai communique was signed. In earlv 
March i972, a representative of the Chines~ 
leadership informed the Vietnamese authorities: 

" In order to normalize relations between 
China and the United States and to ea e tension 
in the Far East, first and foremost, the Vietnam 
and Indochina problems must be settled . We 
do not demand that the Tai wan problem be 
settled first. Taiwan ts for a later stage." 

In fa ct, Beijing knew that if it wanted the 
withdrawal of U forces and military installa
tions from Taiwan to be accel erated , it had to 
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press Han i to accept n compromise with the 
United States. 

Accordingly Beijing used the "carrot " of 
aid. In 1971 and 1972, the volume of aid to 
Vietnam w as the biggest ever. Meanwhile , 
pressure was continuously exerted to compel 
Vietnam to accept the American solution. 

During talks w ith Vietnamese repre entatives 
in I ovember 1971, the Chinese lead ers de ·lar
cd , ' ietnam hould take this opportunity to 
settl e the question of withdrawal of U troop. 
first and hould consider the ettlement of the 
POvV issue. The overthrow of the aigon 
puppet administration i a Long-term is ue." 

To withdraw troop ' bile maintaining 
the Thieu regime wa preci el) the objectin· 
of i on's " Vietnamization of the \\ ar ., pla n. 

A ur d of China's onnivan ·e, uld 
indulge i11 nll ort t !rnnti . activit. aga in ~ 

\ ietnam. Bombina and mining f l or th Viet
name e ports wer re urned and bombing 
stepped up in the outh a from April 1972. 
Tow ards the nd of October 1972 there wa ' a 



olte-fa after the Paris greem ent was· ready 
to be initiall ed. Then am e th B.52 attacks 
against Hanoi and Haiphong at the end of 1972· 

The Vietnamese leaders, how ver, were not 
intimidated by either th e nited States or 
China. They said frankly to their Chinese 
counterparts at a meeting. "Vietnam is our 
country, you have no right to discuss the Viet
nam question with the United States. You have 
already admitted your mistake of 1954, so you 
should not commit another one." 

ot only did the Viet namese people refuse 
to make any concession to the ~ imperialists 
on matters of principle, they mor~over meted 
them out due punishment, and th e Paris gree
ment was igned on 27 January i973. 

vVhile increasing pressure on Vietnam, and 
trying to undermin e the Indochinese peoples' 
front of sol idarity so as to pave- the \·va y tor 
it future expansion to , outheast .\ ia. Be.ijing 
from 1970 onward · souoh t to control Kam
puchea n force:>. 

After the i8 i\Iarch 1970 military ·oup d'eta t 
in Phnom Penh, the Chi1it·se nuthoritit's looked 

ympathetically at the rise fo power of Lon 
ol. a Kampuchean of hinese descent and an 

agent of the U. . They wanted to drop Sihanouk. 
It was only after advice w as gin·n by Vietnam 
who gave total support to iha nouk's 23 • larch 
1970 Declaration, and afte r Khmer res i Lance 
forces supported by world opinion won victory 
after victory, that Be ijing became re olved to 
support, and even to " monopolize·· ihanouk. 
At the same tim they maintained secret links 
\Yith the Lon 'ol- irik ~1a tak clique ant..l 
acti ve-ly used the Pol Pot - Ien r ar y lique 
gradually to turn the Khmer ommuni t Part · 
into a l\I?ioist Party. B.::ijing was trying to 
secure a good po ition in n egotiations with 
'Washington. ~o firstly Jt in ligated the Pol Pot 

roup to oppos'- a propo. al by .. ihanouk to 
conven a rcond .._umrn;t C onf...rc:n e of the 
In<lochin ' e P eoples tO\\"lrd th · tnd of i971 o 
a IO giYe a boo t 10 the trug.=.1 ·· 3 17Jin t L'~ 

imperiali, m . cond1y it ugu ted in t-.ad that 
::i conf r · nc ' hould be h ld in China of fi,· 
L'Ountri ' with . ix partie (the two zones 01 
Vietnam, Laos, Kampuchea, China and the 
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D mocrall Pt>opk' R -public of Korea) to oppose 
Japan. Thi ran up against opposition from 
Vietnam which supported Sihanouk's proposal 
and refu ed to consider Japan as an objective 
of theresistance. So the initiative was a fiasco . 

The Chinese leaders were still seeking to 
take the whole Indochinese problem into their 
hands with a view to bargaining with the 

nited States and to preparing a basis for their 
e. pansion into Southeast Asia. On several occa-
ions up to 1972, they offered their help in build 

ing roads and transporting supplies from North 
Vietnam to the fronts in South Vietnam, Lao , 
and Kampuchea along the Ho Chi Minh Trail. 
They promised too to provid Vietnam with 
enough truck and drivers and about 200,000 

Chinese soldiers to ensure the fulfilment of this 
ta k. Of course, Vietnam reje led the proposal. 

1973 - 1975: Beijing again t the total 
liberation of South Vietnam 

The Paris Agreement on Vietnam was sy ·
tematically violat d by the nited States and its 
agent Nguyen Van Thieu. As far as China wa 
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concerned, in order to collude further wilh the 
United tates in the spirit of .... hanghai, and to 
weaken and subdue Vietnam, it made e\'ery 
effort to hinder the Vietnamese people's struggle 
which aimed at blocking the scheme of the · 
and Thieu to sabotage the Pari Agreement, and 
at liberating South Vietnam entirely and 
reunifying the country. 

During talks in Beijing in June 1973, 11ao 
Zedong told Le Du an and Pham Van Dong : 

"It i necessary to top (fi hting) in O!.!th 
Vietnam for half a year or a year, or a year 
and a half or better till two year ! The revolu
tion in South Vietnam hould be carried out in 
two stages. If Tou combine them into one, the 
United State won't ju t look on. The problem 
i that the Nguyen V n Thieu admini tr:ltion 
still has ten of thou ands of troop ". 

For his part, Zhou Enlai said, "It ·would be 
best for ietnam and th whole of Indo hina 
to relax for ome time, five or t n year , we: 
cannot et say pre isely. In this period of 
rdaxation, the peoples of outh Vietn m, Laos 
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and Kampuchea v ill carry out a policy of 
peace and neutrality for some time". 

At heart 1he Chinese ruler wanted Vietnam 
to do nothing, even when the Saigon admin
i tralion launched land-grabbing operations 
against the I iberatcd areas. \Yor e still, they 
sought ways and mean to entice a number of 
generals and officials of the Saigon puppet 
administration to collaborate with them. They 
even sent a messenger to persuade General 
Duong Van Minh. President of the Saigon 
regime in its last days, to continue, with Bei} 
ing's support, to resist the general offensive of 
the outh Vietnamese liberation force . 

From 1973 on wards, they increased their 
acts of provocation and territorial encroachment 
along the Vietnam-China border and dro e 
the negotiations between the two parties on 
land Jyxders and the Bae Bo 7Ulf into an 
impasse. On their own initiative, they forbad 
all surveying over an area of 20,000 square 
kilometre in the Gulf. Then, on 19 January 
1974, Chinese force occupied the Hoang .. c1 

Islands which are part of Vietnames 1errilory 
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and were occupied by the Thieu administration 
at the time. · · mbassador in .·aio-on Graham 
Marlin then rejected Thieu's request for help 
and the lJS eventh Fleet in the Pacific wa 
ordered to keep a\vay from the J Toano- a 
Archipelago. 

In implementation of their policy of com
promise with " 'a hington, the Beijing authori
tie ceased upplying military aid to the three 
Indochinese peoples' r volution. They turned 
down a request for arms from the Pol Pot-Ieng 

ary clique. Instead, they a ked \ ietnam to 
loan ' eapons to Kampuchea promi ing com
pensation at a later date. In thi way, Bdjing 
managed to avoid trouble wilh the nited 

tate , ati f y their Kampuchean agent 'demand 
and create more difficultie for Vietnam at the 
moment when that country \Ya engaged in 
the general off en i ve of pring 197 -. 

A for the Pol Pot-Ieng ar · clique it ought 
Vietname e aid, but at the same time surrep
titious! ' tirred up national hatred and arou ed 
anti-Vietnam feeling among the Kampucht>an 
people. Th 0 y alleged that the ignino- of the 
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Paris gre ment was a net aC't of betra al 
towards Kampucltea. Star of arms anrl food, 
hospitals and encampment of the outh Viet
namese Liberation army in Kampu hea were 
often attacke<l and plundered by the Pol Pot 
troops. 

Th us, rrom i9 54 to Mar Ii 197 5, the Chinese 
rulers not only en ouraged the US imperialists 
to extend and step up their war of aggression 
against Vietnam, but they did their utmo t to 
exploit the resistance of the Vietnamese Lao 
and Kampuchean peopl s for their own 
strategic interests. 

Thi ' wa ' their cond betrayal of the Viet
namese pcop le. 

The Third Chinese bclrayal: from 1975 
on wards 

·r1 was with bitterness au<l rag<.: that hina 
received the news or th e gre::it 1q75 victory or 
the Vietname e p ople. It began to apply a 
policy of sy temati ho tility aga in t the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam in a more open wav. 

This was parallelled by a growing and les 
camouflaged collusion with imperialism e pec
ially S imperiali m - to oppo ·e the world 
for cs of sociali m and progre . 

Beijing s anti- Vietnam ism, though particularly 
violent, wa camouflaged at the beginning. 

It used the Pot Pol-Ieng Sary clique in Kam
puchea to wage an enormou~ propaganda cam
paign, alleging that Vietnam was' aggre sing ' 
Kampuchea, and "attempting to compel K am
puchea to join a Vietnamese-controlled In
dochine e Federation". Finally it unl a hed a 
border ' ar against Vietnam. 

It stirre<l up conflict in ide \ ielnarn. by U ' ing 
the Hoa (people of hinc e origin) and etting 
up sp n etvvork and Hoa organization to 
\\' Ork clan le ' tincly again l Vi tnarn. 

\ r gards Chinc 'e aid to Vietnam in 1973 
the Chinese leader promised to o"ivc aid to 
Vi tnam at lea t for five more years, at the 
am rate a in 1973. But aft r 197 , they r ject

ed all new reque ts for aid from Vietnam. A 
to the aid already agreed upon during the \var 
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and not y ~t fully deli v r d , th ey delayed it 
under various pr te. ts . Thi incl uded lca\·ing 
proj"c ts unfinish d, some of which w ere of 
great imp rtan e to the p eaceful r econstruction 
of Vietnam . 

The fight again t Vietnam under camouflag-
d forms did not give the expected results, 

consequently Beijing resorted to an open course 
oi action, using all possible m eans, including 
threat of force and the u e of force. 

The so-called problem o f " victimized Chinese 
re idents" was wholly fabricated in early 1978. 
In a few months, through pressure, promi e 
and 1 ics, Beijing ca u. cu h u n<lred of thousand 
of Hoa people to l ..... avc Vi etn1m fo r China. 
Many of those Hoa w ere lat er enlisted into 
"mountaineer di vision · " or in reconnaissance 
units to be used in th e war of aggre' ion 
laun ched by China aga inst Vietnam in early 
1979· 

Also in early 1978, Beijing de ' lared unila-
~ rally the cessation of all economic and t ch
nieaJ aid to Vietnam, and withdrawal of all 
speciali sts and technician . Thi blow \Vas dee It 

al ct time when the Vtetname e people wen 
having to heal th wound · of war and cope 
with the border war at their Southwe ·t border 
unleashed by the Pol Pot - Ieng Sary clique, 
while overcoming numerous difficulties. 
especially those created by the mo t devastat
ing floods and typhoon& in a hundred y€ars. 

To add insult to injury Beijing overtl)' 
in' itcd other countrie · an<l international org;m
izalions to ·top a iJ for the reconstruc tion of 
\ - ie tna m. 

.\t the cnd of tt)7 8 and in early iq79. the 
'binese ruler · staged military offen ·in·: 

.1gain t \'ietnani from two direction . The first 
was in the southwest by H) diYision~ (out of a 
total 13) of the Pol Pot - leng ary arll\y on 2.: 

( ecember 1Qi8; the StTOlld was in lht \lortlt 
b' 60 ,ooo Chine~e troop on 17 February 1979 
Me, nwhile hine e military pre ure \',,·a step
!' .d up again. t Torthern Lao , in I reparation 
for an attack against i tnam through Laos. 

All the e att mpt wcr · doome l to failure· 
Thr hine c ·rulers were f recd to withdraw 
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their troop from Vi tnam (e . cept in a dozen 
J laces) after ·uff ' ring heav lo se · . They hac.1 
to ac cpl negotiation ' i th the Vi tnarncsc side. 
The 1 · ampuchean people overthrew the Pol 
l t - Icng Sar ' gen ci<Lal regime a1 d fou11d d 
the People's Republic of Y ampu hea. The Lao 
people tooJ Linn on their position of independ
ence anJ sovereignty. 

cgotiations between Vietnam and China 
recorded no progres , as the Chinese side refus
ed to take into consideration Vietnam's cons
tructive proposals and obstinately tried 10 

compel Vietnam tp give up it policy of indc
peudeuce and sovereignty. The Chine e armed 
forces conccntrntcd 11c.1r the bord T still indulge 
ever day ill act. or pro ocation and ('ncroadt
men l on Vietnam. The Chinese leaders rep ·at
edl declare tli ey will gh·c Vi t11am "a ·ecoud 
le son" and even "mauy _ more les ·ons'. 
Together with the Imperialists anJ internation
al reactionaries, they continue to , age a vio
lent propaganda campaign again t Vietnam on 
the question of Vietnamese emigrants. 

They arc doing every thing po sible to oppo e 
Vietnam. 

Thu in the course of the last tbirty year . 
the Chine c leader have betrayed the \ iet
name e people three times. each time more 
perfidiou lY than before. Thev han· I o be
trayed the -Lao and Kampuche;n people" 

To cm·er up their treachery, the Beijing 
. rulers often talk of the Chince id to \. ielnam. 

The ' ietnamrsc peopl " ·ill n ever for.:ret 
that th Chin ~t people r .en· cl p:Hl of the 
fruits of their labour for h !ping the Vi .tn:im
ese people. Thi aid wa u ed by the hines 
rulers a a politi ,1] lever for their expan
, ion L m . Ioreov r, th y them.c h- , on many 
occnsi ns, . i l th t, if one were to _ pe:1k of 
tlunk., ii W:'\ the hine . peo} 1 "ho had to 
thank th \ i tnnm p opl . 

In connection with • ix.on', vi il to China in 
i972 LIO Zedon told Viet1rnme e le:id r in 
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June 1973, "Frankl .v peaking, th :hint' e 
people, the Chine e Communi t Party aud the 
world people must thank the Vietnamese peo
ple for I ,\Ying· ddc>akcl the t . aggn.:ssors. Tt 
was your victory, comrades, tha l for ·tel N ixoo 
to come to China . " 

From their once ion at all costs at th 195+ 
,.en va Conference to their exploitation of the 

Vietnamrse people's anti- US resistance, from 
their setting up ol the Pol Pot - Ieng Sary 
regime to their armed aggression against Viet 
nam and threat of aggression again t Lao , the 
Chinese leaders hav been motivated b 

- on guiding thought: great-nation chau
vinism; 

- one policy : national . elfishnes 

- one strategic objective: 
expanisionism. 

great-nation 

And to attain this objective they have made 
fallacy and deception their strategic mean and 
State policy. The continually atcribute to 
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others what thl.'. y do tht·m "'eh· . .,. , fa ls il·y alld 
di tort hi tory, and turn th e truth upsidl' do' ·n. 

B ijing' ~nti-VietMmism threatens the in
dt·pendence, sovereignty and territorial in
tegrity not only of Vietnam, but also of other 
Southeast A ian countrie . It i also a erious 
threat to world peace. The Vietname e people 
are de ply attached lo friendship with the 
Chinese people and to normalizing relation 
brtweeu the Socialist Republic of \ ietnam and 
the People'. Republi of China . But ' ·e ' ill 
never allow any ex pan ion i t and hegemonic 
force to harm our ·ountr ·. 

Th Vietname ·c people' · ju ·t . tru glc 
::igainst the reactionar ' poli ' of the Beijin 
rnling ircle i aitn d not onl · at defending 
their fundamental national rights, but al o :it 
maintaining peace nd t bility in outhea t 

ia and the world. This stru gle will be long 
and difficult but will inevitably end in victory. 
There is no doubt that the Vietnamese and the 
Chinese people will eventually live in peac , 
frlend hip nd ooper tion. 
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