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THE HISTORY OF THE CIVIL WAR
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and posted on the doors of the bank; but they refused to be intimidated and
continued at their work. : - . ;
In nearly all the Ministries the junior staffs willingly expressed their read-
iness to help the workers and Red Guards to build up the new administra-
tion. In many cases it turned out that men who for decades had been employed
in government offices merely as messengers could be utilised for responsible

‘work. Thus, in spite of the intimidation of the saboteurs, ten members of the

Special Credit Department staff of the Ministry of Finance volunteered for
work at the People’s Commissariat of Finance. Eight of these had formerly
been messengers. In the same Ministry, the messengers informed the Commis-
sar of the members of the staff who were in sorest need and who could be won
away from the saboteurs. o .
The saboteurs at the banks and at the Ministry of Finance believed that as
a result of their strike the factory workers would not receive their wages and
that this would give rise to hunger riots. This is exactly what I. P.  Shipov,
the Director of the State Bank, an old bureaucrat, Durnovo’s placeman and
colleague of Stolypin the Hangman and of Stiirmer, was driving at. But about
a thousand members of the junior staff of the State Bank continued at work
in spite of all the efforts of the saboteurs tointimidate them, and wages were
paid on time. Scldiers and sailors who had formerly been employed in govern-
ment offices arrived from the front, took the places of the saboteurs and, side
by side with the workers, helped to build up the new edifice of state. The more
democratic section of the government officials also opposed the saboteurs.
The Constitutional Democratic Party was the chief inspirer of the coun-
tei-revolutionary saboteurs, and the leaders of this party, Kutler, Hessen,
Kkrushchev, Kiesewetter, and others, were at the head of the sabotage organ-
isations. During these days, Lappo-Starzhenetsky, a high official, an engi-
neer by profession, and one of the most active members of the Constitutional
Democratic Party, hurried from one Ministry to another forming strike com-
mittees and giving directions to the sabotage leaders. Before the government
officials he posed as a champion of democracy. “Why must we strike?”—he
asked the awe-struck officials who were not accustomed to receive such gra-
cious attention or to hear such“democratic” speeches from the high and mighty
bureaucrats. Because, he said, “Soviet decrees mean loss of freedom and
uncontrolled tyranny.”*2 The officials were rather hazy about the point as
to who were losing their freedom and whose control the Bolsheviks were over-
throwing but they voted in favour of a strike because they were convinced
that the Bolsheviks could not remain in power long, and this conviction wag
reinforced by the six weeks’ or two months’ salary in advance which they
received from the sabotage leaders. : o
The sabotage leaders were closely connected with the biggest capitalist
organisations in the country and received financial assistance from them for
the sabotage movement. Lappo-Starzhenetsky himself was connected with
the firm of Frieson, with M. Ferrand, the representative of French trading
companies, with the United Cable Works, Ltd., Siemens-Schuckert, and other
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firms. 43 The saboteurs also received financial assistance from the cermmercial
house of Ivan Stakheyev in Moscow, from the Caucasian Bank, the Tula Land
Bark, the Moscow People’s Bank, and from a number of private individuals
with interests in large-scale indusiry and commerce. - . )

These capitalists donated large sums of money for the purpose of the strike,
for they were aware that the very existence of the landlord and capitalist ad-
minisiration was at stake. According to the evidence of the ex-Vice-Minister
‘of Justice, Demyanov, the members of the deposed Provisional Government
‘drew 40,000,000 rubles from the State Bank and financed the sabotage move-
ment with the money. The sabotage committee of the private bank em-
ployees collected 2,000,000 rubles for a strike fund for the government officials
and of this money L. Tessler, the chairman of this committee, transferred
to A. M. Kondratyev, the chairman. of the “Union of Unions,” 1,500,000
rubles 4¢ The saboteurs also received assistance from the French Mission
through the Russo-Asiatic Bank and other banks.®5 Members of this com-
mittee alsc collected money by means of subscription lists, and L. V. Urusov,
‘one of the leaders of the “Union of Unions” and formerly on the staff of the
‘Ministry for Foreign Affairs, collected a fairly large sum in this way. The sab-
otage leaders carefully concealed frem the masses of the eivil servants the
sources from which they obtained their funds. Thus, at the Congress of Post-
al Employees one of the delegates asked from what sources 200,000 rubles
were paid out to the employees of the Ministry of Post and Telegraph, but
the Socialist-Revolutionary and Menshevik leaders declined to answer
the quéstion. : ‘ . -
The struggle against the proletarian dictatorship assumed other forms be-
sides open sabotage. The old bourgeois state administration tried to adapt
itself to the new conditionsand thusinsure itself against complete demoli-
tion. This was particularly the case with the very part of the administration
which was due to be broken up in the first place, immediately. Thus, at a
meeting ~ of the central strike committee, the representative of the
“Judges’ Union” argued that an exception should be made in their case,
that they should be permitted to continue to function in spite of the Bol-
sheviks® order to dissolve. “The courts must not go on strike,” he said.: “If
they do, self-appointed tribunals will arise.”®0 And these tactics were
fully approved by the strike committee. The officials were aware that
their sabotage would not only hasten the break up of the old state
administration, butalso stimulate the initiative of the masses in’ building
up new organs of government. “Self-appointed” tribunals were already
springing up. ‘ - '

The cfficials of the Ministry of the Royal Household were also reluctant
to go on strike. When the Chancellery of this Ministry was abolished, Prince

‘Gagarin, the Director of the Chancellery, and Baron von der Stackelberg, the
"Viee-Director, came to Lunacharsky to lodge a protest against this. “We are
‘drawing up memoranda for the Minister, we do not intend to strike and
‘we ought net to be dissolved,” they said.4” The protest of the Baron and the
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“save the old administration and to forestall the Soviet Government. Thus;
‘when all its efforts to form a new government had come to naught, the Rail-
'waymen’s Executive tried to seize control of the Minisiry for Ways and Com-
“munications. On the instigation of the “Committee for the Salvation” the
Post and Telegraph Employees’ Union tried to seize control of the Ministry
vof Post and Telegraph.. ’ o :
These attempts failed, however, and this induced the saboteurs to pass
from passive resistance to active sabotage. They ostensibly abandoned their
-strike and returned to work, but they did all in their power to discredit the
‘new administration. In the State Bank, for example, the officials deliberately
~mixed up all the books and accounts. Even in the office of the City Directory,
the officials mixed up the address files and created utter chaos. These new
tactics of the saboteurs were exposed in December 1917 by a group of em-
‘ployees at the People’s Commissariat of Labour, in the following terms:
.. “The sabotage of these false friends of the people—whose tactics are to
‘attend meetings, take part in debates and pour cold water on every pro-
jeet, to intimidate everybody and to prevent any results from being
achieved in order to. be able t6 say. to the masses that so much time kas:

i pgssed and yet the Bolsheviks have achieved nothing and have fooled the
~people—such sabotage must be overcome by means of unremitting
practical activity.”48 . ' :
The sabotaging officials received financial assistance also from the old

Al-Russian Central Executive .Committee of Soviets and from the under-
‘ground Provisional Government. The old Socialist-Revolutionary and Men-

shevik All-Russian Central Executive Committee continued to meet secretly

even after the Second Congress of Soviets. Among those who attended these
secret meetings were I. G. Tsereteli, Abramovich, Dan, Broido and Wein-
_stein. Some of the members took refuge at General Headquarters in Moghilev
and tried to continue their activities there. In Petrograd a bureau of 25 was
“set up. With the funds which the old All-Russian Executive Committee
-should have transferred to its legal successor elected at the Second Congress
-of Soviets, the Socialist-Revolutionaries and Mensheviks organised sabotage
.and assisted the “Committee for the Salvation.” The salaries of the staff of
this “Committee” were paid by the old All-Russian Central Executive Com-
-mittee. The latter even tried to issue a newspaper, but the workers at the
-printshop refused to set it up or print it. This obsolete body dragged out a
“miserable existence. At its meetings the Socialist-Revolutionaries and Men-
sheviks discussed such trivial matters as ways and means of cbtaining auto-
mobilés from the Central Executive Committee’s garage, how to get free box
tickets for the theatre, and so forth. ) :

" The deposed Provisional Government also tried te extend its existence
-beyond the span allotted to it by history. Six ex-Ministers and twenty-one
“ex-Vice-Ministers formed themselves into a so-called government, which met
-at various intervals between November 6 and 16, its composition different
‘every time-it met. Among those who attended these meetings were the ex-

‘Ministers Nikitin, Malyantovich, Liverovsky,
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Gvozdev and Prokopovich;
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3

but mere existence, and a rather sham‘(?ful
the ex-Vice-Minister of Justice,

e s F WORKERS’,
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uban and Turkestan. ) ‘ ‘ . )
K Meanwhile, the Speialist-Revolutionaries carried the struggle agaflnst the
Bolsheviks to the floor of the Peasants’ Congres‘sf. PDunng tl,le Srmet _elsnsl,lqr];'ieé:h
H ‘ i i £ the Soviets of Peasants® Deputies,
tion the Executive Committee o _ ) .
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’ B
epresentatives. . . = . o ’ ,
’ P On November 8, the Exécutive Comimittee of the Soviets of ’Péasants‘
‘ by 27 votes against 23, decided to convene the Peasants” Liongress

’ ters: The motives advanced for this
the seat of Genera L s e Congress should be held in a

Petrograd, and that it was

Deputies,
in.Moghilev,
were the demand of Chernov and Gotz that th

“favourable” atmosphere, which did not exist 1n
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necessary to secure the close co-operation of the front in the task of “forming
‘a new government.”3

", This, in fact, was an attempt on the part of the Right Sccialist-Revolu-
tionaries to follow the example of the Provisional Government, which, several

weeks previously, had intended to flee from revolutionary Petrograd to what .

it had regarded as the calmer atmosphere of Moscow. The Socialist-Revo-
lutionaries hoped to find a haven at counter-revolutionary General Head-

- quarters, but they were too late. On November 9, a closed conference of
120 delegates to the Peasants’ Congress decided to convene the Congressin
Petrograd. ‘

v The delegates to the Congress assembled in Petrograd on November 10.
A preliminary scrutiny of the credentials showed that the “Left” Socialist
Revolutionaries and Bolsheviks had a majority. Taken aback by this unex-
pecfed turn, the Executive Committee of the Soviets of Peasants’ Deputies be-
gan to manoeuvre. That day it'called a conference of delegates from Guber-
nia and Army Committees, i.e., of representatives of the leading bodies, and
secured the adoption of a decision to postpone the Congress until Novem-
ber 30. The assembled delegates were to be given the restricted powers of a
conference and, moreover, the delegates from the uyezds, volosts and army
divisions, were not to have the right to vote. That evening, the delegates as-
sembled and by a majority vote the Executive Committee’s proposal was de-

feated. All the delegates were given the right to vote, and it was decided to -

proclaim the assembly itself as an Extraordinary Congress.

Next day, November 11, the Right Socialist-Revolutionaries moved that
all the members of the Presidium of the Executive Committee be slected to the
Presidium of the Congress, with the addition of representatives from all the
political groups. This motion was rejected and the Congress decided to
elect the Presidium on the basis of proportional representation. Upon this,
the Right Socialist-Revolutionaries demonstratively left the hall accom-
panied by several representatives from Gubernia Soviets and Army Commit-
tees, At this session the assembly was proclaimed an Extraordinary
Congress.

- On November 12, the debate on the question of the government was
opened. The “Left” Socialist-Revolutionaries continued to oscillate in their
customary fashion and persisted in their efforts to secure the adoption of the
Railwaymen’s Executive formula of a government formed of representatives
-of all Socialist parties' “from the Populist Socialists to the Bolsheviks.”
Speaking on behalf of the Railwaymen’s Executive, Krushinsky said:
: “The representative organs of revelutionary democracy must.serve as
the fount of power. The Second Congress [of Soviets—Ed.] lacks sufficient
".. authority, and the "All-Russian Central Executive Committes should
‘be augmented by representatives from the peasants, the army, trade
unions and local government bodies. We shall go on to the All-Russian
.Central Executive Committee if you, the Peasants’ Congress, decide to
go on it.”2 : : - - ' o
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Taking advantage of the vacillations of the “Left” Socialist-Revolut;'oﬂ-
aries,the Rights made another attempt to capture the Congress.‘ln the name of .
150 delegates, the Right Socialist-Revolutiondary V. Y. Gurev;c.h, a mexfjbqr
of the Executive Committee, stated that they regarded the split as a crime,
that they were resuming their places in the Congress, an.d desired to have
a representative of their group on the Presidium. At t}?is juncture Chernov
appeared in the hall. The Right Socialist—Revolutionan'es moved that he be
elected honorary chairman of the Congress. The Bolshewksf supported by the
rank-and-file delegates, strongly opposed this. Kiselev, a sailor, and represen-
tative of the Helsingfors garrison, severely criticised the co?nter—revo'lutmn-
ary policy pursued by Chernov and the leaders of thé Executive C?mmlttee of
the Peasants’ Soviets and called upon the peasants to form a umtedv revolu-
tionary front with the ‘workers and soldiers. o

“I call upon the genuine, not ‘Avksentyev, peasants to qn1te w1thr the
workers and soldiers,” he said.’® ‘ o

“Sniolny farmers!” —came the snarling retort of the kulak, or capﬂahst

* farmer, delegates:

The Right Socialisi-Revolutionaries again left the hall, after which the
Congress proceeded to discuss the question of the government. Thre?‘ reso-
lutions were moved on this point: one by the Bolsheviks, one by the “Left
Socialist-Revolutionaries and a third by the Maximalist Social.ist.-Revolu-
tionaries. But just before the debate was opened the Right Somal%st-Revo-
Tutionaries returned to the hall and stated that they would remain at the
Congress in view of the importance of the question about to be dlscussed.
On the motion of the “Left” Socialist-Revolutionaries, the Congress voted
in favour of the formation of a government consisting of represen’fatiVes of
all Socialist parties “from the Populist Socialists to the Bolsheviks.” The
Bolsheviks secured the adoption of an amendment to the effect: that the
government must be responsible to the Soviets. . )

The “Left” Socialist-Revolutionaries manoeuvred hard to secure the adop-
tion of Cherfiov’s resolutions, but they dared not openly oppose the Bolshe-
viks who enjoyed the backing of the rank-and-file peasant and army delegates.
On November 13, the Right Socia]ist—Revolu’_nionaries demanded tha.t the
discussion on the resolution be re-opened, but the Congress rejected this dt?-
mand. Once again the Right Socialist-Revolutionaries left the Congrfass, this
time for good, and décided to hold their own sessions concurrently with those
of the Congress. ' S .

" As a result of the treacherous policy of the “Left” Socialist-Revolution-
aries, the Congress refused to hear Lenin ’s réport as Chairr_:nan of the Coun,-’-
cil of People’s Commissars. “If we give the People’s Commissars t%xe ﬂo,or,{
said Kolegayev, “we shall thereby prejudice the issueé on the question of the
government.”5% : : e

Lenin addressed the Congress as the representative of the Bolshevﬂs‘group ,
but this in no way diminisheéd the importance of his speech, He. spoke on Fhe
agrarian question and in the course of his remarks he denounced the policy
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of the Socialist-Revolutionaries who, as he said “advocate confiscation of the
landed estates” but do nothing to carry this out.5® At the close of his
speech Lenin moved a resolution which stated in part: .

“. . . the complete realisation of all the measures begun cdnsti‘tuting
the Land Actis possible only provided that the workers’ Socialist revolu.
tion, which commenced on Qctober 25, is successful, for only the Socialist
revolution can ensure the transfer of the land to the working peasantry
without compensation. .-. . : b

“An essential condition for the victory of the Socialist revolution . ..
is the closest alliance of the working and exploited peasantry and the
working class. . . .56
In the course of his speech Lenin had said:

“Landlordism is the basis of feudal tyranny, and the confiscation of the
land of the landlords is the first step of the revolution in Russia. But the
land problem cannot be solved independently of the other problems that
confront the revolution.”5? ’

He attacked the wavering, ‘compromising policy of the “Left” Socialist- -

Revolutionaries in the following terms:

“The mistake of the Left Socialist-Revolutionaries made was that
they . . . had not opposed the policy of compromise on the grounds that the
masses were not sufficiently educated. A party is the vanguard of a
class, and its function is not to express the average state of mind of the
masses, but to lead them. But to be able to lead those who vacillate,
one must stop vacillating oneself.”58 ‘
Lenin’s straightforward words were levelled directly at the “Left”

Socialist-Revolutionary leaders. Continuing, he "said: »
“... but to this day the Left Socialist-Revolutionaries are strétching
out a hand to the Avksentyevs and only their little finger to the work-
ers. If these compromising tactics continue, the revolution is dogmed.”5?
The task of the revolution is to bring about a rupture with compromise,
and a rupture with compromise means taking the path of the Socialist rev=
olution. Addressing the peasants Lenin-ruthlessly exposed the bourgeois
narrow-mindedness of the people who claimed to be leaders of the reve-
Jution. :
“If Socialism can be brought about only when everybody, to the
very.last man, is developed, then we shall not see Socialism for another
five hundred years,” he said.60
In unison with their allies, the Kamenevs and Trotskys, the “Left™
Socialist-Revqutionaries claimed that Socialism could not triumph in
Russia. In their newspaper they had described the aspirations of the Soviet
Government to bringabout Socialism as “the fantastic dream of visionaries
and utopians.” To this Lenin replied in his speech at the Peasants” Congress
as follows: : ' '

“The fact is, comrades, a Socialist, proletarian revolution has com:

menced in Russia. The masses of the people want to be masters of their
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own destiny. . . . The workers and peasants have covered Russia with

their Soviets, they have become masters of their own destiny, and this

is not the vision, not the utopia -of ‘fantastic dreamers’. . . 61

Turning to the “Left” Socialist-Revolutionaries, Lenin said:

“Agreement between us is possible only on a Socialist platform, there
can he no other agreement.”6?’ -

The sound organisation of the Bolshevik group at the Congress, the
work which the Bolsheviks carried on among the delegates, and especially
Lenin’s speech changed the temper of the Congress. The overwhelming
majority of the delegates represented the army, the men in the trenches,
and the poor strata of the rural population. At the Congress 32 mandates
from army organisations were read demanding the transfer of power to the
Soviets. As a result of the pressure of this section of the delegates the “Left”
Socialist-Revolutionaries were compelled to adopt the Bolshevik demand
for the amalgamation of the Soviets. On November 15 a joint meeting of the
All-Russian Central Executive Committee of Soviets and the Extraordi-
nary Peasants’ Congress was held at which, amidst tremendous enthusiasm,
the first step was taken towards amalgamating the central bodies of the
Soviets of Workers®, Soldiers’ and Peasants’ Deputies. _

Before the joint meeting with the All-Russian Central Executive Com-
mittee the delegates at the Peasants’ Congress held a special meeting at
which the one word “amalgamation,” evoked loud approval. Delegates
from the Smolny and from the Red Guard who appeared at the meeting
were welcomed with loud and prolonged applause. The representative of
the Socialist Labour Party of America, who was present at the meeting,
stated in greeting the delegates:

“The day on which the Congress of Soviets of Peasants’ Deputies.
and the Congress of Soviets of Workers’ and Seldiers’ Deputies reached
an agreement is one of the most important days in the revolution. It
will be loudly echoed all over the world: in Paris, in London, and
across the ocean, in New York.”63 : ‘
Greetings were conveyed to the peasants on bebalf of the All-Russian

Central Executive Committee of Soviets by the Chairman of that body,
J. M. Sverdlov, who concluded his speech with the words:
“By amalgamating with the Soviets of Workers” and Soldiers’ Deputies

you have consolidated the cause of the world revolution. This agreement

" is. one of the most outstanding events of the revolution.”6* .

The peasant delegates marched to the Smolny to attend a joint session
of the Executive Committee of the Peasants’ Soviets and the All-Russian
Central Executive Committee. At the entrance they were met by Red Guards.
With streaming banners bearing the inscription: “Long Live the Unity

of the Revolutionary Working People,” the peasants and Red Guards trooped’

into the Council Chamber of the All-Russian Central Executive Committee.
The Presidium of the joint session .consisted of the Presidiums of the All-
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Russian Central Executive Committee and of the Peasants’ Congress. The
amalgamation was welcomed with enthusiasm by the peasant delegates
who spoke at the meeting. R. I. Stashkov, a veteran peasant, said:

“I represent an Uyezd Soviet of Workers” and Peasants’ Deputies.

T have been instructed to. say that all power must belong io the Soviets.

Up to now we have been living not in the light and air, but in coffins,

_ asit were. But the men who championed the rights of the people suf-

fered more than we. Manacled, they rotted in jail. This is a great day,

I did not walk from the Fontanka [the street where the Peasants” Con-

gress was held—Ed.] I was carried on wings. I cannot describe my joy

_to you.”68 , 7 ' ,

. Towards the end of the meeting J. M. Sverdlov moved a resolution
endorsing the decrees on land and peace which were adopted at the Second
Congress of Soviets. This resolution was carried unanimously.

The amalgamation of the Central Executive Cemmittee of Peasants’
Soviets and the All-Russian Central Executive Commitice was a significant
step forward in consclidating the alliance between the proletariat and the
working peasantry. This step greatly facilitated the task of the emissaries
of the All-Russian Central Executive Committee and of the Military Rev-
olutionary Committee in amalgamating the Soviets of Workers and Peas-
ants in the different localities in the country.

" On November 18 Lenin delivered the final speech at the Peasants’
Congress in the course of which ke stated bluntly that the Beolsheviks were
willing to reach an agreement with the “Left” Socialist-Revolutionaries
because “many peasants trusted them.”%% The bloc with the “Left” Social-
ist-Revolutionaries was a special form of the united front, which enabled
the Bolsheviks to isolate the “Left” Socialist-Revolutionaries and win the
peasant masses away from them. In forming this bloc, however, the Bolshe-
viks did not yield on a single point of their program. The important
thing for them was to drag the waverers out of the camp of the counter-
revolution and to rally -around themselves all their temporary allies.
As Lenin said: o ' _

“. ... when at war one must not neglect any assistance, even indirect.

. Wheu at war even the position of the vacillating classes is of enormous

importance. The more intense the war the more must we strive to gain

influence over the vacillating elements. . . .767 :

These tactics secured the Bolsheviks victory at the Peasants’ Congress.
The rank-and-file delegates fully approved of the Bolsheviks’ decrces on
land and peace. Representatives from the districts stated that the peasants
had turned their backs on the Socialist-Revolutionary Party and had wel-
comed the decrees of the Soviet Government with the greatest enthusiasm.
Every day brought fresh news of the victory of the Soviet regime in different
parts of the country. According to incomplete returns, Soviet Government
had already been established, in addition to Petrograd and Moscow, in
Kharkoy, . Nizhni-Novgorod, Odessa, [Ekaterinoslay, Samara, Saratov,
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Kazan, Rostov, Vladimir, Reval (in the Baltic), Pskov, Minsk, Krasno-
yarsk, Orekhovo-Zuyevo, Tsaritsyn and Ufa: On November 19, the Ext‘raf
ordinary Peasants” Congress elected a new All-Russian Central Executive
Committee of the Soviets of Peasants’ Deputies of 108 members, all of whom

- became members of the All-Russian Central Executive Committee of

Soviets of Workers® and Soldiers’ Deputies.
=Sk

4

THE COUNTER—REVOLUTIONARY SORTIE OF THE
- CONSTITUTIONAL DEMOCRATS

The counter-revolutionaries tried to nullify the achievements of the
victorious pecple by other means thar sabotage. One of these was ’?hei‘r
attempt to convert the Petrograd City Duma into a centre 'of the antlfsoj'
viet struggle. This body had already acquired experience in the zstrufg‘gl_@
and it was now to be uséd in furthering it. Under its auspices.an; “Assembly”
of urban and rural local government bodies was called for the purpose of
setting the local City Dumas and Rural Councils in opposihgn;’c@ t,hke
Soviets. The “Assembly” did not take -place; however, as therépré‘s(el__l:ta'-
tives of no more than twenty towns arrived in Petrograd: The Petrograd City
Duma also directed the sabotage of the officials in the various municipal
departments, entered into communication with foreign ambassa‘(i_orﬂsif: 1;"(,1
helped to muster the counter-revolutionary forces.. . S ‘_‘*

-On November 15, the subversive activities of the Petrograd. City Duma
were discussed at a meeting of the Council of People’s Commissars and a
resolution was passed stating: T ' cE '

“The Central City Duma has clearly and utterly lost. all rlgi%t;to claim .
that it represents the people of Petrograd asitisin complete dlsharmony

with their sentiments and aspirations.” . S o

Tt went on to say that the Petrograd City Duma took advantage of its
privileges “to offer counter-revolutionary opposition to the will _o‘f the,wor].s-
ers, soldiers and peasants, and to sabotage and disrupt methodical publlq
activities.” The Council of People’s Commissars therefore: ordered ‘the
counter-revolutionary Petrograd City Duma to be dissolved. The Right
Socialist-Revolutionaries and Mensheviks tried to ignore this ordet, and the
Duma continued to function even after the decree of its dissolution had been
promuligated. o o , e

On November 20, when the members of the City Duma began to asserhble,
they found the building filled with armed Red Guards and sailors.‘_-At 7:3_0
p-m. the Mayor of Petrograd and the Chairman of the Duma, dénning their

)



516 - THE HISTORY- OF THE CIVIL WAR

regalia, wended their way to the Council Chamber, followed by a crowd
of Councillors and members of the staf. The sailors barred their way, but
the Duma members went in by another entrance. . . . The meeting of the
Duma was opened, but at that moment the armed Red Guards and sailors
forced their way into the Chamber and called upon the Councillors to dis-
perse, giving them five minutes in which to do so. In this interval the fol-
lowing resolution was drafted and read: »
“Having heard, through the Chairman of the Duma, the statement
made by citizen the sailor that the Duma must relinquish its functions
by order of the Military Revelutionary Committee, the City Duma pro-

tests against violence. . . .”08 .

At this juncture the sailor who had brought the order of the Military
Revolutionary Committee glanced at his watch impatiently and observed:
“Only two minutes left.” R N

The Councillors hurriedly adopted the resolution, which went on to say
that the Council would not dissolve, but would take advantage of the
first opportunity to re-assemble.

The period of grace expired. Minutes were drawn up to the effect
th‘alt the Duma had been dispersed and was signed by Councillors and
sailors. : ‘

At the meeting of the All-Russian Central Exécutive Committee held
on November 24; the “Left” Socialist-Revolutionaries tried to raise a debate
on the question of the dissolution of the City Duma. On behalf of the
“Left” Socialist-Revolutionary group Karelin moved a resolution, the
first part of which annulled the decision of the Council of People’s Commis-
sars to dissolve the Duma, while the second part proclaimed it dissolved
on the grounds that it had “run counter to the sentiments and opinions of
the broad masses of the population.”® This resolution very vividly revealed
the character of the “Left” Socialist-Revolutionary windbags. They dared
not come out openly in defence of the City Duma, but thought the moment
opportune to set the All-Russian Central Executive Committee against
the Council of People’s Commissars. This manoeuvre failed, however. By
a large majority the All-Russian Central Executive Committee endorsed
the decree of the Council of People’s Commissars to dissolve the Petrograd
City Duma, ' ‘ :

Having met with a reverse in connection with the Petrograd City Duma,
the Constitutional Democratic leaders of the counter-revolution tried to
hatch another anti-Soviet plot. Acting as the puppets of the Constitutional

Democrats, the Socialist-Revolutioharies and Mensheviks called upon the
people of Petrograd to come out in' a demonstration against the Soviet
Government on November 28, the day which the Council of People’s
Commissars had fixed for the opening of the Constituent Assembly provided
not less than 400 deputies had assembled. in Petrograd by that date. The
members -of the deposed Provisional Government who were still at large
and of the legally extinct All-Russian Central Executive Committee called
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upon the deputies to assemble in the Taurida Palace, where the Constitu-
ent Assembly was to sit, at 2 p.m. on November 28. The Socialist-Revolu-
tionaries and Mensheviks called upon the workers to come out on strike - that
day. It was obvious that under cover of the Constituent Assembly a plot
was being hatched to overthrow the Soviet Government.

At a meeting of the Council of People’s Commissars held on November
20, Stalin proposed that the opening of the Constituent Assembly be post-
poned. The Council instructed Stalin and Petrovsky to take control of the
Committee that was in charge of convening the Constituent Assembly and
to serutinise all the documents in the Committee’s possession with a view
to ascertaining the actual state of affairs. o

Meanwhile, Lenin drafted a decree which empowered the local Soviets to
recall deputies from the Constituent Assembly. This decree was adopted by the
All-Russian Central Executive Committee on November 21, after which a
number of Socialist-Revolutionary deputies were recalled, among them
being-  Avksentyev, Gotz, Likbach, Argunov, Breshko-Breshkovskaya and
Bulat. B

The Central Committee of the Constitutional Democratic Party made
strenuous efforts to organise an armed demonstration against the Soviets
on November 28, and all the members of the Moscow organisation of this
party were ordered to come to Petrograd to take part in it. -

The Constitutional Democratic Party acted as the political staff of all
the counter-revolutionary organisations. In the course of that year it had
been exiremely active in organising counter-revolutionary demonstrations,
but after the October Revolution it preferred to remain in the background
and push the Socialist-Revolutionaries and Mensheviks, mainly the former,
to the front. The leaders of the Constitutional Democratic Party went un~
derground. : C

On November 17, all the anti-Soviet newspapers published a manifesto
issued by the underground Provisional Government,in which this handful of
ex-Ministers called upon the people to rally around the Constituent Assembly
and solemnly announced that the opening of the Constituent Assembly
would take place in the Taurida Falace at 2 p.x. on November 28. Next
day the Military Revolutionary Committee ordered the arrest of the members
of the Provisional Government who were still at large.

It was quite evident that the Constitutional Democrats, who had planned
this comedy, could not count on immediate success. The reports concern~
ing the election of deputies for the Constituent Assembly throughout the
country showed that no more than 100 deputies could arrive in Petrograd
by November 28. But their plan was a simple one: they banked on the Bol-
sheviks prohibiting the illegal opening of the Constituent Assembly. This
would provide them with the opportunity of raising the cry that the Bol-
sheviks were suppressing the Constituent Assembly and of converting the
demand for the convocation of that Assembly into a call to defend it as if
it were already in existence. This would serve to unite the counter-revolu-

37—15660
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tionary forces in the border regions of the country with the anti-Soviet
elements at the centre. e . -

The Constitutional Democrats, Secialist-Revolutionaries and Menshe-
viks made energetic preparations for the “opening.” The legally extinct
All-Russian Central Executive Committee provided funds for the purpose
of organising the demonstration. The Congress of the Socialist-Revolu-
tionary Party, which was then being held, decided to take part in ' the
demonsiration as a body. ’ :

The organs of the proletarian dictatorship were fully aware of these
preparations. At a meeting of the Council of People’s Commissars held on

- November 20 it was decided to reinforce the Petrograd garrison and to arm
the sailors. It was proposed to concentrate in Petrograd by November 27
ten to twelve thousand sailers, and for this purpose to take advantage of
the Sailors’ Congress which was then in session in Petrograd.

On the morning of Noveémber 28, Shingarev, Kokoshkin and Prince
Dolgorukov, members of -the Central Committee of the Constitutional
Democratic Party, and Konstantinov, ex-Vice-Minister for Ways and Com-
munications, were arrested, by order of the Military Revolutionary Com-
‘mittee, at the apartments of Countess Panina. :

Only 172 members of the Constituent Assembly had arrived in Petro-
grad on the day fixed by the plotters for.the “opening,” but the absence of
a quorum did not trouble the counter-revolutionaries in the least. That day,
November 28, the Constitutional Democrats, the Socialist-Revolutionaries
and the Mensheviks organised a counter-revolutionary demonstration.
A crowd of excited bourgeois, government officials and army officers marcked
_past the Taurida Palace carrying white and green banners bearing the in-
seription: “All power to the Constituent Assembly!” and headed by a band
playing the “Marseillaise.” This hymn of the formerly revolutiomary
bourgeoisie was -intended to inspire these present counter-revolutionaries
who had decked themselves in the garb which the bourgeoisie in the
West had discarded long ago. The “Marseillaise” and such terms - as
“Convention,” “Committee of Public Safety” and others taken from the
period of the French Revolution were quite current among the Russian
counter-revelutionary parties in 1917. :

Standing behind the railings of the Taurida Palace, Schreider, the
Mayor of Petrograd,: harangued the multitude and in a voice trembling

" with pathoes declared that November 28 was the greatest day in the history
of Russia. Pointing to the Taurida Palace he exhorted the crowd “to swear
to prevent anybody from encroaching upon this last refuge of Russia. Let
us swear to defend the Constituent Assembly to our last drop of blood.”
And the crowd.in costly fur-lined overcoats or smart and warm army offi-
cers’ or government. officials’ greatcoats answered with a loud discordant
shout: “We swear!” = - . o : .

After this ceremony Schreider made for the side entrance of the palace
followed by a crowd of several thousand armed Whiteguards, cadets, bour-

An “anti-Soviet demonstration”
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. Cartoon by the Kukryniksy trio

geois and sabotaging officials who swept past the guard, wh.ich‘ was too fe(?blg
to resist it, and flooded the building. A handful of SOCI&}IISt-ReV?lut}OH'
aries and Constitutional Democratic deputies then proclaimed theémselves
an unofficial conference of the members of the Constituent Assemblly. The
force employed by the Whiteguards is not the only reason Why'bthl? could
have happened. The fact is that a number of the soldiers constituting the
guard of the Taurida Palace had been inﬂuencec.l by counter-revolutionary
propaganda and these at once unloaded their rliﬂes.* . 7

That evening the Council of People’s Commissars met in the Smelny.

The demonstration and the attempt on the part of the Constitutional Dem-
ocrats to “open” the Constituent Assembly had._comgla?t(.aly revealed t%&e
plan of the counter-revolutionaries. The sporadic -activities of the‘ Ka e-
dinites, Dutovites and of the Ukrainian Nationa!ists ‘were to be' pohtmalﬁy
united by the counter-revolutionary demonstration in tht_a capital a_nd v
the “opening” of the Constituent Assembly. But the genius O_f Lenin “}rﬁs
required to discern the hand of the political staﬁ' that was directing this .
counter-revolutionary. plot, wiz., the Constitutional Democratic. Party.
On the surface, only the Socialisi-Revolutionaries _and\MpnsheWks‘wer'e
seen, playing the part of the fad dogs of the counter-revolution. 'l“hg Con.stlj
tutional Democrats modestly kept in the background, controlling all ‘the
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activities of the Socialist-Revolutionaries and Meunsheviks. It was neces-
sary to strike at the political centre of the counter-revolution. This centre
was the Constitutional Democratic Party. Lenin said: '

“It is not true to say that the Constitutional Democratic Party is not.

a formidable group. The Central Committee of the Constitutional
Democratic Party is the political general staff of the bourgeois class. The
Constitutional Democrats have absorbed all the propertied classes: the

elements to the right of the Constitutional Democrats have merged
with them.”70

The party which drew its strength from the economic might of the bour-

geoisie, from the political. training it had Teceived in the reactionary
period of the Third of June Monarchy -and from its contacts with the
ofﬁcials in the state administration, was profoundly inimical to the peopl
and extremely dangerous to the revolution. Lenin perceived this. -
At 10:30 p.m. the Council of People’s Commissars, on Lenin’s motion,
passed a “Decree to Arrest the Leaders of the Civil War Against the Revo-
Iution.” This. decree tead ‘as follows: ' : :
“The members - of the leading bodies of the Constitutional Demo-
cratic Party, being a party of enemies of the people, shall be arrested
and tried by a revolutionary tribunal. The local Soviets are “hereby
charged with the duty of keeping the Constitutional Democratic Party
under special surveillance in view of its connection with the Kornilov-

Kaledin civil war against the revolution. This decree shall come into
force the moment it is signed.”?1 ‘

The decree was signed by Lenin, Stalin, Petrovsky, Menzhinsky, -

Schlichter, and others.

" At that time the Constitutional Democratic leaders—Shingarev, Ko-
koshkin and Dolgorukov—were already in custody in room No. 56 in the
Smolny, the office of the Investigating Commission. Taking advantage of
the inadequate organisation of the new administration, the Constitutional
Democrats succeeded in penetrating to the Smolny and in establishing com-
munication with the prisoners. Shingarev made the following entry in his
diary: '

“Numerous visitors came to see us all day long. Among these were
members of the City Duma, representatives of the ‘Committee of Public
Safety’ . and others.” _ ' : :
At about midnight a Commissar of the Military Revolutionary Commit-

tee entered the room where the priscners were detained and read to them
‘the decree which had been passed by the Council of People’s Commissars.
. :As soon as he had finished the priseners were surrounded by armed Red
Guards. That same night they were lodged in the Fortress of Peter and
Paul. ' : : :
After the July days in Petrograd, the Socialist-Revolutionaries and
Mensheviks had threatened to proclaim the Bolsheviks enemies of the people,

 Referring to this at a meeting of the
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THE BREAK-UP OF THE BOURGEGIS STATE MACHINE
AND THE BUILDING OF THE SOVIET ADMINISTRATION

TIn all the Commissariats the strugglc against sabotage accelerated the
break-up of the old state machine and thé building of a new state apparatus.

The introduction of state control -of the banks as a preliminary to their
nationalisation encountered the hosiility of the bank officials, so much

so, that before the siim of 10,000,000 rubles could be drawn from the State
Bank to the order of the Council of People’s Commissars, the Bank Director
Shipov had to be arrestéd and the bank officials threatened with the call-
ing of the Réd Guards. This sabotage hastened the nationalisation of the

banks. At a meeting of the All-Russian Central Executive Committee held

on Novembér 8, a resolution was adopted on the report made by Comrade
- Menzhinsky ordering “the Council of People’s Commissars to take the most

vigorous measures for the immediate liquidation of the sabotage of the

coutiter-revolutionaries in the State Bank.”74 L
A similar ‘situation prevailed in the People’s Commissariat of Post
and Telegraph. The sabotage of the officials of the former Ministry of Post

and Telegraph was directed by the Central Committee of the Post and Tel-

egraph Employees’ Union, which ‘was controlled by the Socialist-Revo-

lutionaries and Mensheviks. On its initiative a “business committee” of

three, consisting of monarchist officials, was ‘appointed to take charge of
the Ministry. To break this sabotage naval telegraph operators were called
in from Kronstadt. After taking over the Telegraph Office the. sailors,
in the middle of November, drove the saboteurs out of the Ministry.

At the Ministry of Labour the Mensheviks were the ringleaders of the
sabotage. The Marble Palace, which this Ministry occupied, was deserted,
all the desks were locked and not a single official was to be found. In the
corridors young princes, the sons of the Grand Duke Constantine, hoversd
like shadows. Under Skobelev and Gvozdev they had remained masters
of the palace. Several days after the October Revolution they were ordered
to leave, as they were stealing the palace treasures, and encouraged by
their example, the officials stole the cash and carried away the account
hooks. But in spite of the sabotage, the new Commissariat of Labour began
to introduce social insurance and workers’ control of industry. Workers
from the Petrograd factories were called in to augment: the staff..

One of the most important tasks that confronted the Soviet Government
was to _establish revolutionary order in the capital. The People’s Commis-
sariat for Internal'Affairs set up a committee for the maintenance of public.
order headed by K. E. Voroshilov. The counter-revolutionaries tried to
crganise hooligan and anarchist rioting in the city. Members of Purishke-
vich’s organisation scattered leaflets in the city giving the addresses of
vodka stores, and suspicious characters, disguised asworkers, flitted through

" with their bayonets and got to t
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City Militia had retained many of the features of the old tsarist police force.

This extremely important part of the old state machine was broken up-
during the very first days of the October Revolution. By a decree issued

on October 28, all local Soviets of Workers® and Soldiers” Deputies were

instructed to form a workers’ militia in their respective districts and to'

exercise complete control over it.

~ Neither the Mensheviks nor their inspirers disPIayed any originality -
in believing that their sabotage would undermine the position of the Bol--

sheviks and send them “hurtling over the precipice.” During the insurrec-
tion of the workers of Paris in 1871, Thiers, the leader of the counter~
revolution, " resorted to the same methods. When the Communards went

to the Municipal offices to carry out their furctions they found the premises :
deserted. When Arthur Arnoult arrived at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs

he found nobedy there but a caretaker and a floor polisher.

The schemes of the Russian saboteurs were foiled. They imagined that

the proletarian revolution would treat the bourgeois state in the same way
as all previous revolutions had done, but they were mistaken. The Bolshe- -
vik ‘attitude towards the state machine was based on the granite founda-

tion of the theory of Marx and Lenin, which had been tested by the expe-

rience of the Paris Commune and by the Russian revolution of 1905. The

experience cf the revolution of February 1917 still further confirmed the
soundness of this theory. Lenin wrote: :

“Take what happened in Russia during the six months after Febru-
ary 27, 1917. Government jobs became the goal of the Constitutional
Democrats, Mensheviks and Socialist-Revolutionaries. They did not
think of introducing serious, radical reforms. They kept on postponing
these ‘until the Constituent Assembly met,” and bit by bit postponing
the meeting of the Constituent Assembly to the end -of the war! But
they did not postpone the sharing of the spoils, obtaining jobs as min-
isters, vice-ministers, governors-general, and so on, and so forth, and
did not wait until the Constituent Assembly met. In fact, the game
of combinations played in connection with the formation of the govern-
ment was nothing but an expression of the sharing and re-sharing of
the “spoils” that was going on from top‘ to bottom, all over the country,
in all the central and local administrations.”?5 »
Shortly before the proletarian revolution, while living underground

after the July days, Lenin enunciated the Bolshevik views on the state in
his book The State and Revolution. Lenin foresaw that in the impending
revolutionary battles the proletariat, which was about to storm the fortress
of the capitalist system, would need a precise theory to guide it. It
is exactly for this reason that Lenin availed himself of the opportunity
afforded by his enforced retirement from public political activities to write
this book. The book was not yet finished when the cold weather set in at
the beginning of September and Lenin was obliged to move to quarters in
Finland. On mounting the locomotive on which he crossed the border, he

! THE ORGANISATION OF THE GOVERNMENT 585

handed the workman who accomp'anie‘d him a I‘olue*—coverggexceii:lis:-!éfo?li
i ] i he apple of his eye, adding tnat 1t~
and exhorted him to guard it as 1 PP Jding that 10 be
i d; he was to deliver the book to Stalin. Th
(Leml.l) O ovssed the 1 d Lenin’s first question on reaching the
ive safely crossed the border and Lenin’s qu n 3
1;;(]11: :id.z svzs whether the exercise-book was safe. Qn receiving the precious

amanuscript he carefully put it away.

. : . cnp ;
This blue-covered exercise-book, bearing t}]:lle SHSCTIPEO? Mi;XISVI:-lér?{]:
)i 3 ts which Lenin had copied Irom 1ineé :
the State,” contained excerp ;
on the st;te by Marx, Engels and others, the stuc.ly of w]ncil h; began in
the reading-room of the Ziirich Public leralr?}'r im Swltzgr zlnm.b.er Lo17
‘ : finished in Finland in Septe .
The State and Revolution was ! prember I
i i1l i tores the ideas of Marx on the state
Tn this. brilliant work Lenin res i ' e
i s and other Mensheviks, had husaed up.
the -opportunists, the Russian- an ks,
Inpll?he Commz’mist' Manifesto Marx showed that it was necessary. f?rlt'lllle
i ish 1 d that it needed a state as a specitairin-
roletariat to establish its rule an : ‘ a : :
Etrument of violence to be used against the bo(lllrgf01§1}fi.. Eu;} he dld':(s):aﬁ
indi the - iat should deal with the bourgeol
t work indicate how the proletaria . g Stz
Jt:(}ll:chine Marx and Engels were able to formulate this after generalising
- i £ 1848-1851. : ; : :
‘he experience of the revolution o : ) .
' Lenlgn quotes the following excerpt from Marx’s Eighteenth Brumaire
of Louts Bonaparte: o . )
f « thepparliamentary republic, in its struggle against the rfavo.lu
tion, found itself compelled to strengthen, along with the ‘relpresm;e
, mea;ures, the resources and the centrahsatfon of governmzfnta 5)(’):7«; .
" A1l the revolutions perfected this machine instead of smashing .77
1 i following comment: - . ‘ .
To this Lenin makes the g .
" «Tn this remarkable passage Marxism takes a tremendous s};cep for
- ward compared with the Communist Manifesto. In the ,lattel" t ]z quest
i the mos
i i xtremely abstract manner, 1n _
tion of the state is treated in an ex » he mpet
' i In the above-quoted passage the q
eneral terms and expressions. | pas .
tgion is treated in a concrete manner and the conclusion 1]35_1 H]llos; precise,
i i le: all the revolutions whic ave oc-
definite, practical and palpable; t h :
curred 1;ppto now have helped to pertect the state machine, whereas it
must be smashed, broken.- D - )
“This conclusion is the main and fundamental thems n the Marxian
‘doctrine of the state.”?7" 5
He went on to stress the following:

i i i is is ally serves the in-.
“Break up this machine; smash it—this is what really

terests of ‘the people,” the workers and the majﬁr‘ity of ;chfhpegsa?::;
i ' iti dent” of the free alliance o e poo
such is the ‘condition prece . : _
peasants with the. proletariatl; and without suc,h san alhancg democracy
. . . 2rt -
is unsiable and Socialist reforms 1mp0551b1e.

In his The State and Revolution Lenin for the first ti'me enunciated 2::1;1(:.;
' substantiated the theory that the proletarian dictatorship must assume tae

form of a Soviet Republic.
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Right up to the second Russian revolution in February 1917, the Marx:
ists. of ~all countries had regarded the parliamentary democratic republic
as the most suitable political form of organisation of society during the
period of transition from capitalism to Secialism. In the 1870°s Marx‘s.?ated'
that a political organisation of the type of the Paris Commune was the most
suitable form of the proletarian dictatorship. But he did not develop this
idea any further in his works. B ‘

In his Criticism of the Draft Social-Democratic Program, 1891, Enéels
stated: : o o '
“... our Party and the working class can achieve dominance only
under a political form such as the democratic republic. The latter ié,

. in: fact, the specific. form for the proletarian dictatorship. . . .”7.

Subsequently, this thesis becams the guiding principle for all Marxists
including Lenin. E o

True, guidc?d by the experience of the revolution of 1905, Lenin arrived;
at the conclusion that the Soviets were the embryo of revolutionary govern-f )

ment in the period of the overthrow of tsarism. In 1915, he wrote:.
“Soviets of Workers’ Deputies, and similar bodies, must be regarded

as organs of insurrection, as organs of revolutionary government.”80

But neither in 1915 nor later—right up 'to the revolution of February
1917—had Lenin had any experience of “a Soviet Government organisea
on a nation-wide scale as the state form of the proletafrian.dictator;
ship. .. .” (Stalin.)®! Studying the theories of Marxism, the experience
of th¢ Pari’s Commune, the 1905 Revolution, and particularly the first
stage of the revolution of 1917, Lenin arrived at the conelusion that the
Republic of Soviets was the state form of the iproletarian dictatorship.
He formulated this theory in his April Theses, but he expounded it in de-
tail and substantiated it in the autumn of 1917 in his book The State anil
Revolution. : . 7

In this book be lays it down that the old state machine must be-b‘ro];:en
up and replaced, not by a democratic republic, but by Soviets of Workérs’
Deputies. Stalin arrived at ‘the same conclusion. In an article published
in. Pravde in March 1917, he called for the amalgamation of the Soviets
all over the country and for the formation of a Central Soviet of Workers?
and: Soldiers’ Deputies. Like Marx, Lenin and Stalin did not devise ,Va new
form of government; they studied “the way révolutions themselves ‘dis-
cover’ . . . it, the way the working-class movement itself approaches this
task and begins, in practice, to carry it out.”82

Just prior to the October insurrection-the great leader of the revolution
wrote a pamphlet entitled Can the Bolsheviks Retain State Power? in which
with amazing daring and lucidity, heindicated and provided solutions for thé
practical problems that would confront the victorious revolution. He at-
tached exceptional importance to what he described as “one of the most
serious, one of the most. difficult problems that faces the victorious prole-:
tariat, namely, the attitude to adopt towards- the state.” -
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“By the state apparatus,” he wrote, is. “meant, first of all, the stand-
ing army, the police and.the bureaucracy. . . . Marx taught us, from
_the.experience of the Paris Commune,; that the proletariat cannot simply

. lay hold of the ready-made state machinery and set it in motion for its
. own purposes, but that the proletariat must destroy this machinery and
replace it by a new one. .. . This new state machine was. created by
the Paris Gommune, and of the same type of ‘state apparatus’.are. the
Russian Soviets of Workers,’ Soldiers’ and. Peasants’ Deputies.”83
Lenin taught the proletariat not only. what to do iwith the hourgeois
state machine, but also. how to treat those institutions which do not fulfil
repressive functions. Further on in the above-mentioned pamphlet he.
wrote: A : . Lo L ‘ ,

“Besides the preponderently ‘repressive’: machinéry, the .standing
_army, the police, and the bureaucracy, there is in the modern state a
machinery that is closely connected with banks and syndicates which
perform an enormous amount of work’in the way of accounting and
. record-keeping, if one may so express it. This machinery cannot and
must not be broken up. It must be forcibly freed from subjection to the
capitalists; the latter must be lopped off, hacked, chopped away from

it together with the threads which transmit their influence;. it-must
be subjected to the proletarian Soviets; it must be enlarged, made ex-
tensive, more popular.?8 - . ‘ ’ e
. TIenin had in mind the banks, the post.office, the telegraph and the

* consumers’ co-operative societies. But this machinery can be utilised only

if the bourgeois state is smashed, only if the capitalists are “cut off, chopped.
away.” Moreover, he emphasised that the proletariat would encounter the.
resistance of the higher officials even in.the non-repressing apparatus,
Referring to these, he wrote: - Tl il
 «As for the higher grades of employees, of whom there are’very few,.
but who incline towards the capitalists, - we shall have to. treat them
like capitalists—*‘with severity.’ They, like the capitalists, will resisz,.

and this resistance will have to be broken. . .”%. R

. The sabotage of the officials hindered the utilisation of some of the parts
of the old and discarded state machine that.could be used, but at the same.
time it-accelerated the demolition of the old state machine and the creation
of a new one. It was in the struggle against this sabotage that the new state
administration which grew out of the Soviets was built up.

The Soviet Government that was formed by the decision of the Second
Congress of Soviets set to work immediately,-but the new Commissariats
had mneither staffs nor premises. The People’s Commissars took up their
quarters in the Smolny, in the rooms of which small tables were placed
with tablets attached bearing - the - inscription: «People’s Commissa-
riat...” stating which Commissariat it was. The Bolsheviks who were
appointed as Commissars, weary though they were from sleepless nights
during the insurrection, took up their duties at once. .
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Thus, on October 30, Comrade Menzhinsky was, appointed People’s
Commissar of Finance. With the intention of proceeding forthwith to
carry out the government’s order he, with the help of ancther comrade,
dragged a Jarge couch into the room occupied by the Secretary of the Coun-
¢il of People’s Commissars and attached a slip to the wall above it with
the inscription: “Comrnissariat of Finance.” Then, baving had no sleep
for several nights, he lay on the couch and fell fast asleep. Lenin happened
to ‘pass by and seeing the slumbering Commissar laughed and said: “It’s
a good thing the Commissars begin by recuperating their strength.”86’

During these first days after the October Revolution the People’s Commis-

sars rarely visited the ¢ld Ministries and the Socialist-Revolutionaries, Men- -
sheviks and Constitutional Democrats took this as a sign of the Bolsheviks™

weakness.
“Nobody seriously believed in their triumph,” wrote Demyanov, “and

the Bolsheviks themselves were not sure that they had captured power for
good. This was indicated by the fact, among others, that at first they paid
bardly any attention to that part of the administration which dealt with

 the state functions of the Ministry.”87 i

Like the Mensheviks, the old bureaueéfats could not conceive of a state ad-
ministration without Ministries. The old administration’ continued to func-~
tion by inertia. The officials arrived at their offices ©eVvery morning as usual,
and the Ministries continued, as usual, to issue innumerable eirculars to all
parts of the country. In those cases where the People’s Commissars attempt-

ed to take over the affairs of their respective Ministries they encountered the .

passive resistance of the officials. It was enough for the Commissar to appear
in the building for all the rooms to become deserted.- Only the technical
personnel and those officials who sympathised remained in their places.

In the first days of the existence of the Soviet Government the People s

Commissars tried to make use of the rump of the old state adminisiration. It
was, indeed, only a rump, for it no longer exercised any power. Neverthe-
less, it had to be taken over; it was necessary to pick up its connections and

to collect a loyal staff. In this short period after the October Revolution some |

of the People’s Commissars signed decrees as “Commissars of the Ministry.”
Thus, A. V. Lunacharsky, the Commissar of Education, stated in the first
declaration he issued on the principles on which public education was to be
organised: : : L
“For the time being, current affajrs must be carried on in the ordinary -

way, through the Ministry of Public Education.”88 .

The growing dimensions of the sabotage proved, however, that - the old:
state machine had to be broken up as much as possible. The result was that
very little of it remained that could be utilised. This sabotage assumed the.
most diverse forms, from open refusal to work to naive attempts to confuse -
the representatives of the Soviets by formal routine: Thus, when the members:
of the Collegium of the Commissariat of Post and Telegraph arrived at the
Ministry which had - administered this department, the officials demanded
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proof that the Collegium was really authorised to direct the Minis'.try. The
members of the Collegium presented a document to that effect, signed by
Lenin. The officials scrutinised the document, held a whispered eonsulta-
tion and then stated that the document was invalid as it had no file number
and bore no seal. Lenin was informed of this. ‘He examined the document,
burst out laughing and said: -

“They are quite right. An official document like this should hav.e ?ad a
seal and a file number. But you are already sitting tight in the Mu%lstry.
This proves that a revolution can be made without a file number.”8? ‘
The counter-revolutionaries banked on the Bolsheviks being unable to

find the forces with which to man the new state administration, butin th%s,
100, they were mistaken. On October 29 the Military Revolutionary Co?nmlt-
tee issued the following circular to all the district Revolutionary G ommittees:

“Inform all factory committees, district trade union committees, sm'k
insurance cornmittees, Party committées, and other proletarian organi-
sations that they are immediately to choose people of both sexes who. are
willing to work in the revoluticnary organisations as bookkeepers, typists,
bank messengers, for permanent or temporary employment.”9
Somewhat later, on November 17, when the sabotage of the government

officials was at its height, a similar order was issued by the Petrograd
Soviet. It read as follows: ' .

“1. . . The perniciousbourgeois prejudice that only bourgeois officials
can administer the state must be utterly discarded forthwith. :

“2. The District and City Soviets must without delay divide into de-
partments, each of which must take a m?st active Part in the’ work of
one or other branch of state administration. i

“3. The most class-conscious comrades with organising ability must be
chosen from the factories and the regiments; the forces thus obtained are
to be sent to assist the various People’s Commissariats. .

“Every class-conscious worker and soldier must under§tand that or.lly
by displaying self-reliance, energy and' enthus1a§m can the working
people consclidate the victory of the social revolution w]‘n‘ch kas begun.

Letevery group of workers and soldiers display the organising talent that
lies dormant among the people and was hitherto repressed by the yoke
of capital and by want.”¥1 : '
. -At first the People’s Commissariats enlisted small groups of worker.s with
-whose aid they set to work to break up the old administrationand to'bulld t?ae
znew. These people who came to work in the Soviet offices were new in ‘1:he lit-
‘eral sense of the word. They were people of the new class and ha(%‘thelr roots
deep among the masses. Lenin said on more than one occasion: “ . . . TI;Z
preletarian revolution is strong Precise'ly because its sources are 5o _deep.
Appointments to leading positions in the new state administration were

made by the Central Committee of the Bolshevik Party, by the Military Rev-

olutionary Committee, and personally by Lenin, Stalin ‘and Sverdlov. The

most active members of the District Soviets, District Committees of the Bol- -
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shevik Party and of the trade unions, the factory committees, the Red Guard
and other organisations were chosen for these positions.

Oue of the most important Commissariats to be set up was the People’s
Commissariat for Nationalities. In view of the numerous nationalities inhab-
iting the country, this state depariment was destined to play an exception-
ally important role. Right from the very inception of the Soviet regime the
question as to whose lead the oppressed nationalities would follow—that of
their “own” national bourgeoisie, or that of the working class—was one on
which the very existence and further progress of the revolution depended.,
For this reason the Bolshevik Party placed Stalin at the head of the People’s
Commissariat for Nationalities. Lenin’s best disciple, leader and guide of the
Bolshevik organisations, Stalin, also enjoyed renown as a Bolshevik theoreti- .
cian on the national question.

Like the other Commissaiiats, the People’s Commissariat for Nationali-
ties started to function in the Smolny. In a room already occupied by a num-
ber of departments, a desk was placed and on the wall above it there was a
tablet with the inscription: “People’s Commissariat for Nationalities.” Up to
the end of 1917, the staff of this People’s Commissariat consisted of three
persons. The “Director of the Chancellery” of this Commissariat was a Bol-
shevik named Felix Senyuta, who gave up his cobbler’s last for a states-
man’s porifolio. i ,

Stalin scon déveloped enormous activity in rallying the masses of the op-
pressed nationalities in the Fast and the West around revolutionary Russia.
In these first days of the existence of the Soviet regime the People’s Commis-
sar for Nationalities laid down the principles which guided the policy of the
Soviet Government in the national question. On November 2, the “Declara-
tion of Rights of the Nations of Russia” was published over the signature of
Lenin and Stalin. This declaration had been drawn up by Stalin. In plain,
forceful language, it expressed the hopes and aspirations of hundreds of
millions of the oppressed toiling masses all over the world. It read as
follows: : - ‘

“The October. Revolution of the workers and peasants has commenced
under the commeon banner of emancipation. . . :

- “The peasants have been emancipated from the power of the landlords,
for landlordism no longer exists; 1t has been abolished. The soldiers and
sailors have been -emancipated from the power of the autocratic generals,
for henceforth generals will be elected and be subject. to dismissal. The
workers have been emancipated from the caprice and tyranny of the capi-
talists, for henceforth the factories and works will be under the control of
the workers. All that is vital and wvirile is being emancipated from its
hated fetters. ' : ' R

“There remain only the nations in Russia which have suffered, and are
still suffering, oppression and tyranny, whose emancipation should com>-
mence immediately and whose liberation should be brought about re-
solutely and for ever. ’ :
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Facsimile of the Order of the Council of People’s Commissars, signed by Stalin
to requisition a  printing plant of a bourgeois newspaper for the meeds of the

Baltic Fleet

“In the epoch of tsarism the nations in Russi.a were systematically
incited against one another. The results of this policy are comm_()l}
knowledge: massacres and pogroms on-the one hand, and the slavery o
the nations on the other. o : .

“This disgraceful policy of incitement has been ab_ohshed, never to be
revived. Henceforth, its place will be taken by a policy of voluntary and
stncere alliance of the nations in Russia. '

“In the pcriod of imperialism, after the February Rfevol'utlon, when
power passed to the bourgeoisie repre.ser}ted by the Constltutwn;l Demo-
cratic Party, the naked policy of incitement gave way to the craV&la'n
policy of sowing mutual dist}*ust among the nations in Rus;la, ag;;ﬂo ia
cy of pinpricks and provocation covered up by gllb. talk about “frec-
dom” and “equality” of nations. The r_esults of this pc?hcy are coms-
mon knowledge. Growth of national enmity .and mutual‘ dlS‘l.:ruSt. :

“Thig despicable policy of falsehcod and distrust, of pinpricks and pro-
vocation must be brought to an end. Henceferth, it must be replaced by
‘an open and honest policy thaj: will lead to complete mutual confidence
among the nations of Russia. . . .~ = :

“Only as a result of such an alliance can the.work:ers and.peasants of
the different nationalities in Russia be‘m’erged in a single revolutionary
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force capable of repelling every attack on the part of the 'impel‘ialist-
annexationist bourgeoisie. : .

“On the basis of the above propositions the First Congress of Soviets,

in June, this year, proclaimed the right of the nations of Russia to free

self-determination. .

“In October, this year, the Second Congress of Soviets reaffirmed this
inalienable right of the nations inhabiting Russia in a more emphatic
and definite form. : '
 “Fulfilling the will of these congresses, the Council of People’s Com-
missars has decided to base its work in relation to the nationalities of
Russia on the following principles:

“1. Equality and sovereignty of the nations of Russia.

“2. The right of the nations of Russia to free self-determination, including
the right to secede and form independent states.

“3. Abolition of all and sundry national and national-religious privileges
and resiriciions. : : '

“4. The free developinent of the national minorities and ethnographical
groups inhabiting the territory of Russia.

“The corresponding decrees will be drafted as soon as the Commission
for National Affairs is formed.”93 '

These four points summed up the program of action in the national
question of the first proletarian state in history. ’

On November 22, a maunifesto addressed “To All the Toiling Moham-
medans in Russia and in the East,” written by Stalin, was issued in the name
of the Council of People’s Commissars and signed by Lenin and Stalin. The
manifesto read as fellows: )

“Comrades! Brothers! ,

“Great events ave occurring in Russia. The bloody war which was
launched for the purpose of dividing up foreign countries is drawing to
a close. The rule of the pirates who have enslaved the peoples of the
world is tottering. Under the hammer blows of the Russian revolu-
tion, the ancient edifice of bondage and slavery is being shattered. The
world of tyranny and oppression is living its last days. A new world is

‘being born, a world of the working people and of those -who are being
emancipated. At the head of this revolution marches the workers’ and
peasants’ government of Russia, the Council of People’s Commissars. . . .

“The reign of capitalist plunder and violence is crumbling. The soil is

burning under the feet of the imperialist rebbers.

“In the midst of these great events we'address oursélves to you, toiling _

and dispossessed Mohammedans of Russia and the East.

“Mohammedans of Russia, Tatars of the Volga and the Crimea, Kirghiz
and Sarts of Siberia and Turkestan, Turks and Tatars of Transcaucasia,
Chechens and Gortsi of the Caucasus, all those whose mosques and prayer
houses were destroyed and whose religion and customs were tram-
pled upon by the Russian tsars and tyrants!

THE ORGANISATION OF THE GOVERNMENT - 593

“Henceforth, ’yoﬁr faith and customs, your national and cultural insti-
tutions, are proclaimed free and inviolable. Build up your national life
freely and unhindered. 'This is your right. Be it known to you that your
rights, like the rights of all the nationalities of Russia, are protected by
the full might of the revolution and of its organs, the Soviets of Workers’,
Soldiers” and Peasants’ Deputies. _ o

“Support this revolution and its authorised government.”%

In the name of the Council of People’s Commissars the manifesto
announced the complete annulment of the secret treaties for the seizure of
Constantinople and the partition of Persia and Armenia.

In their struggle against the October Revelution, the class enemies
of the proletariat had spread rumours to the effect that the Bolsheviks
were persecuting religion. These rumours had a particularly pernicious
effect upon the backward nationalities whom the tsarist regime had tried
forcibly to convert to the faith of the Greek Orthodox Church and who,
therefore, identified their struggle for the preservation of their religion
with their struggle for the preservation of their nationality.This mani-
festo dispelled the false fumours spread by the enemies of the proletarian
revolution. The new Soviet regime publicly proclaimed the cessatien of

3 all national and religious persecution.

The manifesto to Mobammedans vividly tevealed what a wide gulf

lay between the imperialist and the Soviet national policies. Tsarist Russia

was_the bugbear of her weaker eastern neighbours. The Mohammedan peo-
ples of Turkey, Persia and other Oriental countries lived in constant dread
of sharing the fate of Turkestan and Transcaucasia, which tsarism had con-
verted into its colonies. But a new, revolutionary regime was established,
which most emphati'cally' declared that it had put an end to the impe-
rialist policy of isarist Russia once and for all. The Soviets converted this
declaration into action. When the Finnish Diet voted in favour of seces-
sion from Russia, the Council of People’s Commissars, on December 18,
1917, issued a decree recognising the independence of the Finnish Republic.
Later, -on December 22, the All-Russian Central Executive Committee,
after hearing a statement by Stalin, adopted “The Revolutionary Govern-
ment’s Declaration on the Independence of Finland.” The policy long
pursued by isarism had caused the masses of the working people of Finland

to distrust everything Russian. By ratifying Finland’s secession the Soviet’

Government proved that it had no inteution of oppressing other nations in
the slightest degree. The Finnish werking class became convinced that
alliance with Soviet Russia would not lead to mational subjugation.
The Soviet Government’s decision concerning Turkish Armenia: was
enthusiastically welcomed among the oppressed nations outside of Russia.
In December 1917, Stalin, People’s Commissar for Nationalities, issued an
appeal in the course of which he said: ’
“Turkish Armenia isthe only country, I believe, that Russia occupied
by right of war. This is the bit of ‘Paradise’ which for many years

38-~1560
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has been (and still is) the object of the voracious diplomatic appe-
tites of the West and of the bloody exercises in administration of the
East. Armenian pogroms and massacres, on the one hand, and the
pharisaical ¢intercessions’ of the diplomats of all countries as a scréen.
for fresh massacres, on the other hand, and a blood-bedrenched, deceived

and enslaved Armenia. . . . It is becoming clear that the path; of .

liberation for the .oppressed nations lies through the workers’ rev:

- olution that was started in Russia in October. Itisnow clear to all that

the fate of the nations of Russia, and particularly the fate of the Armenian:

nation is closely bound up with the fate of the October Revolution:

The October Revolution has broken the chains of national oppressien.

It has torn up the tsarist secret treaties, which tied the nations hand

and foot. It, andit alone, can carry the cause of emancipation of the na~

tions of Russia to its very end.”?® , .

_ This appeal of Stalin’s was soon followed by the decree of the Council

of People’s Commissars of December 29, 1917 “On Turkish Armenia,”
which declared that:

“... the Workers” and Peasants’ Government of Russia siipports the
right of the Armenians in Turkish Armenia, which is occupied by
Russia, to free self-determination. . . .”%6 v
Of extreme world-wide historical significance was the publication by

the Soviet Government of the secret predatory ireaties concluded by the
tsarist government and the Provisicnal Government. The work of the Peo-

ple’s Commissariat for F 6reign Affairs, like that of other People’s Commis--

sariats, was being performed by workers, sailors and Red Guards, now the

real rilers of the country. The first nucleus of the staff of the People’s Com--

missariat for Foreign Affairs consisted of workersfrom the Siemens-Schuckert:
Works, and it was thanks to them that the archives of the former Ministry
for Foreign Affairs were saved. A sailor named Markin undertook the work
of publishing the secret diplomatic documents. Unfamiliar with foreign
languages he managed to find tramslators and succeeded in publishing the
Digest of Secret Documents in six issues. This work was performed very
expeditiously, the whole series being published in the course of only six
weeks. Markin personally supervised the process of printing. These docu-
ments exposed -the predatory policy of the tsarist government and the
whole system of secret diplomacy. The Diplomatic Corps and the foreign

press correspondents in Petrograd snatched up every issue of the Digest .

as soon as it came out. The strike commitiee of the officials of the Min-

istry for Foreign Affairs bought up all the copies it could and destroyed -

them. : :

The archives of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs contained a large quan-
tity of correspondence written in secret cipher. The officials of the Ministry,
and Neratov, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, had taken the precaution te .
take with them the key to the cipher when they left the Ministry. Markin
together with several Red Guards sat up whole nights working on these
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~documents and succeeded in deciphering most of them. Thus, new cipher
experts were trained. In his preface to the Digest of Secret Documents
Markin wrote: : :

“Let the working people all over the world know how the diplomats
in their closets traded in their lives.. . . concluded shameful treaties
behind their backs. . e

“Let all and sundry know how by a stroke of the pen the imperial-
ists annexed whole regions. They irrigated the fields with human bleod.
Every revealed document is a weapon of the sharpest kind against the
bourgeoisie, "7 . ‘ o

.- The publication of the sccret treaties was the first step in ihe interna-
‘tional policy of the Soviet Government, which emphatically rejected the
predatory policy of the capitalist and landlord government.
The men in charge of the organs of the proletarian dictatorship had
trained themselves for the work of statesmanship in the long years of Party
activity underground, in exile and as political émigrés abroad. The very
-first days of the October Revelution revealed what vast talent, what a vast
number of organisers, not only of Party work, but also of state administra-
tion, lay dormant in the ranks of the vanguard of the Russian preletariat.
The metal-workers M. I. Kalinin, who took charge of the capital’s muni-
cipal affairs, and G. I. Petrovsky, who became People’s Commissar for
Internal Affairs, and professional revolutionaries like Sverdlev and Men-
.zhinsky—such were the typical organisers and statesmen whohad been
trained by the Bolshevik Party. The following description of Sverdlov
by Lenin summed wup the characteristics of all the leaders of the new
state: :
“... the profeund and constant feature of this revelution, and the
condition which ensured its victery was, and still is, the organisation
of the proletarian masses, the orgamisation of the working people. . . .
It was this feature of the proletarian revolution that brought to the
front in the course of the struggle leaders who above all else were the
embeodiment of this specific factor hitherto lacking in revolution—the
organisation of the masses. . . . Sverdlov’s wenderful organising tal-
ent was cultivated in the course of a long struggle. . . . This leader
- of the proletarian revolution himself forged every one of his wonderful
qualities as a great revolutionary, having experienced and passed
through different periods under the most arducus conditionsa revolution-
‘ary has to endure . . . traversing a long road of underground activity.
This is the most characteristic experience of a man who, while constantly
engaged in the fight, nevéer became diverced from the masses, never
left Russia, always operated in conjunction with the best of the workers
and, in spite of the life of seclusion to which persecution condemned
the revoluticnary, succeeded in training himself to become not only
a popular labour leader, not only.a leader familiar mainly with prac-
tical work, but also an organiser of the advanced proletarians.” -
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During the “Smolny period” the Commissariats dealt with the most
diverse aspects of the life of the young republic—from making grants to
peasants whose horses had been sequestered under the tsarist regime to
nationalising the banks, organising the first food supply detachments and
building wp an intricate machine for regulating and managing the economy
of the country. ' .

Already in the manifesto of the Second All-Russian Congress of Soviets
which announced the victorious insurrection of the workers and soldiers,
Lenin had written that the Soviet Government would immediately intro-
duce workers’ control of industry, On October 29 and 30, when the roar

of the guns of Kerensky and Krasnov were heard at Gatchina and the cade_ts'

had risen in revelt in Peirograd, Lenin drafted the regulations governing
workers’ control.

"In this draft Lenin proposed that in all industrial, commercial, finan-
cial, agricultural, tramsport and other establishments employing hired
workers or clerical staffs, or giving out work to be done at Lhome, the workers
should be placed in control of the production, purchase, sale and warehous-
ing of goods and raw materials, and also of financial transactions. The
workers in each establishment were to exercise this control through bodies
which they were to elect and which were to enlist the co-operation of rep-
resentatives of the office and technical staffs. Commercial secrets were to
be abolished. The owners of the different enterprises were to be compelled
to submit all their books and accounts for control. In his draft Lenin em-
phasised that the workers’ control bodies were to be organs of the Soviets,
i.¢., organs of the proletarian dictatorship.

On November 14, Lenin’s draft was examined and endorsed by the
All-Russian Central Exeécutive Committee, and on November 15 it was
endersed by the Council of People’s Commissars. The introduction of work-
ers’ control of industry was a most important Socialist measure. It placed
an instrument in the hands of the proletarian state which enabled it to
probe into the workings of every industrial and commercial establishment;
it deprived the bourgeoisie of the opportunity of utilising its ecomomic
power for counter-revolutionary pui‘poses, and it was an important step
towards the nationalisation of industry.

At this time the Soviet Government also set to work to build up ma-
chinery for managing the economy of the country.On October 26 and 27,
a group of members of the Central Council of Factory Committees discussed
this gquestion and drew up a scheme for the formation of a Supreme Council
-of National Economy. Several days later Lenin invited the group to his
-room in the Smolny and there, seated at a small round table, he examined
their scheme, questioned them about every detail and devoted special
attention to the proposed persomnel of this new body. Lenin stressed the
point that with the task ahead of socialising the means of production,
the workers’ government needed an organ through the medium of which
the working class could manage their industries.
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Lenin, Stalin and Molotov in the Smolny |

From e drawing by V. Shcheg'ov

On November 10 the question of forming an Economic C0u1,1c11 was
discussed at a conference of representatives of Petrograd workers organi-
sations. At this conference an anarcho-swdica]ist piro]posal was.made to
transfer the management of industry to the trade unions, but‘ this was re-
jected. Guided by Lenin, the members of the Central Council of Factory

' Committees firmly pursued the line of establishing a state organ for the

management and regulation of the mational economy. Agcomm‘lttez of
members of the Central Council of Factory Commljttees was] appointed to.
draw up the regulations that would govern the fjunctmns of a Supreme CO}ln-
cil of National Economy. In its work the Committee had to contend agal}nst
the defeatist proposals of Bukharin, w‘/vho stroz?gly opposed tﬁe csomp ete
break-up of the old state administration and {nSlsted that the upreme.
Council of National Economy should be constituted fI‘OII'I the surviving
organisations of the Kerensky government, 'such as the Special F° lgll D{;Pg,l‘t-
ment, the FEconomic Committee, etc., which, as was common oW f;l ge,
had served as centres of Kornilov counter-revelution in the economic sp e];:.ﬂ

Proposals on the same lines were made by Larmf Who urged thit t i
Supreme Council of National Economy‘-ushould contain”a large numl er;o”
capitalists and representatives of ther.so-called pubh.clorgamsatmnb.
Under this scheme the workers were to have only fme-thl:d of the seats
on the Supreme Council of National Economy.
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7 At the meeting of the All-Russian Ceniral Executive Committee where:

these questions were discussed, these proposals were supported by the Men-
shevik Katel. Lenin opposed them in the following terms:

1

into a parliament. It must be a militant organ for combating the capi:

talists and landlords in the sphere of economics, just as the Council

of People” Commissars is such an organ in the field of politics.”?

- On December 1, 1917, the All-Russian Central Executive Committee:
passed-a decree; signed by Lenin, Stalin and Sverdlov, ordering the for-

mation of a Supreme Council of National Economy.. -

© One of the first. Commissariats to start functioning was the People’sé
Commissariat of Education. While the workers and soldiers weze fighting
Kerensky’s troops at the approaches to Petrograd and the Military Revolu-:

tionary Commitiee was organising the struggle against the counter-revo-:
lytion within the capital, the People’s Commissariat of Education launched:
its crusade to abolish illiteracy. The departments which this Commissariat
set up give us a clue to the character of its work. Thus, an Extension School!
Department for out-of-school education was set up under the direction of
Nadezhda Krupskaya. A department for training teachers was set up under
the direction of L. R. Menzhinskaya. Other departments set up were a De-
partment of Polytechnical Education, an Art Department and so forth.
Commissars were appointed to supervise the museums and palaces in the

capital and to arrange for the guarding of their treasures. Thus, a reliable .

guard was posted at the Alexander IIT Museum as early as October 25.

Two days later the workers and soldiers undertook to  guard the
Winter Palace and the Hermitage. The Pecple’s Commissariat of Edu-
cation arranged for the publication in large editions of Russian classical
Literature. The works of Tolstoi, Pushkin and Gorky—printed on the
commonest paper of different shades in view of the acute paper shortage—
were sold in tens of thousands of copies. o

In its decrees the Council of Peoplé’s Commissars consistently pursued

the policy of removing all the barriers that stood between the state admin--
istration and the masses of the population. By the decree promulgated
on’ November 10, 1917, the division of the population into estates, and all
its concomitant privileges, corporations, civil rank and titles were abolished,
and a “single title,” common for all the inhabitants of Russia—citizen of

the Russian Republic—was introduced.

A decree passed on November 18 ordered all the local Soviets to take .

“revolutionary measures to impose a special levy on all higher officials”
and to “cut all excessively high salaries.” '

Such were the first steps of the Great Proletarian Revolution in organ-

ising the new administration. v

_ The decrees .of the proletarian revolution were not ordinary acis of
legislation.” They weére decuments which formulated the program of the
revolution; they proclaimed, in the form of legislative enactments, a pro-

‘.. . The Supreme Council of Natioral Economy cannot be converted:

. : P (
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gram of action for the masses, the program of a

As Lenin subsequently stated: : v i
“We had a period when passing decrees served as a form of propaganda».

We were jeered at and told that we Bolshev.iks. fail.ed o 'see tvhatro~ur
decrees were not-being carried. out; the egtu‘e Whltegt:'la.rd press wai
£all of derision on this score. But this pe,?wdwas a lggltlxr‘x‘atg 011.:31, ;
was the period when the Bolsheviks had just taken power. a];j _§a1>ho v(:_
the rank-and-file peasants and to the rank-and-file 'Wp?@;ers. this is ow
we would like to have the state administe.red. Eere is 3 decree};try }t_.o .
During this historical period of “initial {hscussmn hy};hﬁ wor 1;1%51;:]]12 e
themselves ' of the new conditions of life and of t e‘ new pro ftfi
as Lenin deseribed it, 101 the inhabitants of 'ﬂ:.ae more remmfflc‘ilstngttsho‘ ne:,
country were still doubtful about the stability and_duzra%)l lty. o eCh v
otder. In a number of districts the old organs of admmmi;ratu;r, Ssu b
the town and rural councils, coutinued to exist parallel ‘{Vlth t % ?valei) :].:
To di‘épel' these doubts and to remove this a.nomaly, Lenin, on 1miﬁled
5, on behalf of the Council of People’s CDanlSSal‘S w'ro?:e an appeal en ! )
“To the Pcapulation,” in the course ef which he said: . h- e
-« remember that you yourselves are now governing llt Ie e ir;
Nobody will help you unless you yourselves unite and take? t}ie aff :ms
.- of the state into your own hands. Your- Soviets are ‘hetncilgg’t org
. . of state power, fully authorised to decyie‘ all questmnsM.}.t eve.
- The All-Russian Central Executive Commltte.e and th‘e ! ili arl}lr evo,
lutionary Committee sent emissaries to the provinces to mlstfgg t evhszars
Soviets and to see that the decrees of the Council of People’s Lommi

were put into oPeration.

, .6
THE MILITARY REVOLUTIONARY COMMITTEE

ction of the Bolshevik Party.

After fulfilling its function of direct.ing the‘insurrfac?tion t}le Mgi:;z?é
Revolutionary Committee did not imrfaedl‘ately dissolve; 1; w}z:s X{;ﬁ; 3ssién
from an organ of the Petrograd Soviet into an organ o t e1 - Russian
Central Executive Committee. After reaching its triumphant culmination 2
the centre, thé insurrection continued its ?na'rch through t'he d(;zy;%tiy,t(;oz-
suming in its flames the old regime a'nq hulldmg up the.new‘a m;}s1 Ta rov:

The Military Revolutionary Committee sent its emissaries t];) d.e tg' é)ts.
inces, received reports of the progress of the insurrection mht ; tlsr. ;s 0%
reinforced the weak spots and sent detachments form_ed in the fac 01- 1t . o
revolutionary Petrograd to those places where the 51'tqat1£)nMYf;i eri Rev;
During thé first two weeks after the Octo_bgr Bevqlutlon 1}:1 ¢ Mili .arif:s p
olutionary  Committee appointed 79 Comamissars for the provinces,
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fo‘r army units, and 184 for civil bodies. Tts main function
within the very first few days after the proletarian revoln’t
held ?‘n Octobel_‘ .30, it defined its new functions as follows:
- i]:c. irhi h}é{%ﬁz;};ﬁl}%ex;n%utmna;y Comrnittee carries out duties assigned
tiomary, oo - of People’s Comml.ssarf. .2. The Military Revolu-
gomary Co e is in char.ge of maintaining revolutionary order.
“ombating counter-revolution. 4. Protecting the premises of th
quetn of Workers’ and Soldiers’Deputies and of the Council of Peopl g
Cemnnssars. To carry out these functions, the Militar omars
Committee sets up corresponding depariments.”108
In all, the Committee, on the night of October 30
ments, the chief of which being: The Investi .
ment, Requisitions Department, Internal a
Deparw_tment, and Information Department.
}ut'Thls ls(s:t alone is fufﬁmnnt to indi(fate the range of the Miliiary Revo-
ronary Lommittee’s functions. But its work extended even beyond these

however, changed
ion. At a meeting

y Revolutionary

' set up seven depart-
gation and Juridical Depart-
nd External Communications

_ boundaries. It intervened to compel the capitalists to pay the worker Red

G i i
mg:;c}:efo: tl;e t;:ne they hlad been engaged in the insurrection, and tock
S to combat unemployment, profiteerin d sab ; [
fhoasures to ¢ 't unemyg s ering and sabotage. It directed
organisation of the food supply. It continued to direct the insurrection

i " ° . y 3
n all parts of the country where it was stiil proceeding. It took an active

art iy
gng E}n b}iuinmg up  the new government. The Socialist-Revolutionaries
and I yen(s: ewk's fully appr}zmated the important part the Military Revolu-
7 emmitiee was taking in the work of isi i

ot organising the ins ion

and the new government. Thi i y ! foremont
- Tnis explains why one of the f '
demands of these “concili ? ¢ T of the (o ost
onciliators” was for the dissoluti i
This was yopese “oc i ‘ ssoiution of the Committee.
: its dissclution at that m i i
Had not yer b : oment when the insurrection
ompleted throughout the count
] ) ; . } , would ha
the Afapltulatlon and disarming of the revolutionry v et
o thevl\z;isicitiﬁc}lrolgat oi W.ork wa(s: performed by the Agitation Department
¢veoiutionary Committee, which di
Molotor. Faacy & , was directed by Comrade
. 'y day, from fifty to seventy persons came i
) : fifty ) to this department
for literature and information; many requested to be sent to the pzovinces

sa; E: f t
riats were ge ttlng on the r eet, and he COunCll Of Peop le g Commlssars
was developlng 1Es w Olk. In these Clrcumstaﬂces, the nhumerous depal tm ents
Of the leh tar y :R-e Volu tionar 5’ Comml ttee became Supelﬂuous and Caused
a gT ' B :
eat deal (lf ()Veﬂapplng. On IqOVenlbeI 9, the Mlll tar y ReVOIuEIODaI Y
(:ﬂnlml itee on C()nllade MOIOtOV S mOthn, passed a Tesolutleﬁ ulglng that
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it was necessary for the various sub-committees of the Military Revolu-
tionary Committee to work in conjunction with the committees of the All-
Russian Central Executive Committee. On November 18, the Military
Revolutionary Committee began to hand over its-affairs to the All-Russian
Central Executive Committee, but this did not yet mean its liquidation..
There still seemed to be an urgent function for it to perform, viz., to combat
counter-revolution. .

At a meeting of the Military Revolutionary Committee held on Novem-
ber 21, however, F. E. Dzerzhinsky moved thata special committee to combat.
counter-revolution be formed to operate under the conirol of the Central
Executive Committee of Soviets. This was agreed to. With the establish~
ment of such a body, the Military Revolutionary Committee became su-
perfluous. Several days later the Council of People’s Commissars adopted
a decision torelieve the Military Revolutionary Committee of its multifarious.
functions and to transfer its departments to the different Commissariats.

In the beginning of December, the Military Revolutionary Committee
was able to sum up its glorious activities and nominate iis successor. In a
statement issued on December 5, it wrote:

“Having fulfilled its military functions during the revolution in
Petrograd, and being of the opinion that its functions should be trans-
ferred to the Department for Combating Counter-Revolution set up
by the Central Executive Committee of Soviets of Workers’, Soldiers”
and Peasants’ Deputies, the Military Revolutionary Committee re-
solves: to liquidate all the departments now functioning under its awus~
pices and to transfer all their affairs to the corresponding departments:
of the Central Executive Committee, to the Council of People’s Commis-
sars and to the Petrograd and District Soviets of Workers” and Sol-
_diers’ Deputies. ”104 v :
The Military Revolutionary Committee thus ceased to function. In its

place arose that terror to all the enemies of the revolution—the Extraor-
dinary Commission, headed by Felix Dzerzhinsky. ‘

265 R

Such were the first steps taken by the the Great Preletarian Revolu-
tion. in organising the new administration. '
. The victory of the revolution in Petrograd, in Moscow and in the army
ensured the victory of the Soviet regime all over the country. True, in a
number of regions, owing to natiomal, class and other specifically local
conditions, or international relations, the struggle of the workers and the
toiling peasaniry for power was more protracted, and in many places dragged
on for months. But this did not affect the general situation. The October
Socialist Revolution triumphed throughout.the country. The Council of
People’s Commissars—elected by the Second Congress of Soviets, which
represented the overwhelming majority of Soviets of Workers®, Soldiers”
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and Peasants’ Deputies—became the legitimate and genuinely people’s
government of the entire country. - R
Like a mighty flood, the revolution swept away the barrier of sabotage;
Liquidated the first attempts at rabellion and crushed the resistance of ihe
enemies of the people. The Great Revelution roused milliens of people to
active political life.. P - . e
Not a single revolution in human histery had destroyed the obstacles
standing in the path of the new society as thoroughly and relentlessly as
the October Revolution swept away the obstacles standing in the path of
the new, Socialist seciety. And this gigantic task of releasing the land
from its feudal fetters was accomplished in the course of the first few weeks
of the proletarian dietatorship. The bourgecis state machine. was  dem:
olished; bureaucracy was shattered to its foundations. The peoples swept
away the ancient caste barriers, abolished Iandlord rule—feudal landown-
ership, and reduced the obsolete feudal institutions to ashes.

But the revolution did not confine itself to breaking up the old. While -

destroying, the people also built—on a vast scale, and with creative energy.
Out of the flames of the revolutionary conflagration an entirely new
state administration arese. In place of the old and disintegra’tedarm'y, the
foundations of a new workers” and peasants’ army were laid. New organs
for the management of the Country’s economy were created.

Thus, the foundations of Socialist society began to be laid in the very
first days of the existence of the Soviet Republic. The successful October
Socialist Revolution saved the country from semi-colonial dependence.
The Russian capitalists and landlords were to an increasing degree becoming
the agents of foreign imperialism. They were preparing for the nations of
Russia the fate of China, which for long years had been a plaything in the

hands of the stronger powers. The great proletarian revolution paved the -

way for the free and independent developmeént of the nations of Russia.
The October Revolution was brought about by the workers and toiling
peasantry of all the nations of Russia. The Bolsheviks prepared for' the
revolution in all the national regions and republics—in the Ukraine,
Byelorussia, the Baltic countries, the Caucasus and Central Asia. This
ensured the speedy and almost bloodless triumph of the revolution. The
proletarian revolution broke the chains of national oppression and laid
the foundations for the amalgamation of the nations. Age-long national
inequality was utterly abolished and state bodies were set up to guide the -na-
tional movements, to buildup the national cultures andnationalstatehood.
The great proletarian revolution laid really strong and durable’ foun-
dations for the defence of the couniry. It paved the way for the removal
of the age-long backwardness of Russia and opened up. unprecedented pros-
pects for the growth of socialist industry and the reorganisation of agri-
culture. The triumphant people took the fate of their country and the de-
fence of their motherland into their own hands. As Lenin wrote on the
eve of the October Revolution: : : SR
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;. - E)
of defending herself, to achieve ‘miracles
fmass heroism we must with <Jacobin’ relentlessnejzssweep away all
of 2 s
i 2 ate Russia’s economy:
at is old and renew, regenera ; .
gll September 1917, in his article, Con the Bol.shev;ks R;a_ta}tln S:ﬁii
Power? b%enin said that the enemies of the proletariat and. of the (f)‘the
o'fi({erc.r clagses had mot yet seen the full strength of the resmtan}c}e o o
. - . . e
e f;g people and could not conceive what it would be like when v
worki
; i lete power.
in possession of complete p : ]
e “Buf the strength of the resistance of the proletariat am-i t}:lie P;’O
° - . ’
ntry we have not yet seen,” he said, “for this strength will develop
antr

Lo .« in the hands of the proletariat. . . 7106
fi lv when power 1is in the ‘ riat.
o the 11;13)}:1;3 say thft when the proletariat captu.red power “no fo.rceis
er ‘}fer::a italists and kulaks, no forces Qf;intgljnatlonal finance .ce};pltah,
‘Zlatli;ula};ing hundreds, of billions: will” béable to wvanquish the
v vevolution. s.w ST L .
People  otart T ower in ‘October 1917 in order to demolish the
1 t teok power in October 15 : .
ldr—[(‘:}all;i%c):%;ct?;;em a;;ﬁg nder the Ieadership of thie Bolshevik Party to
.0 2 el T B

build a new Socialist society.
As Stalin has pointed out, th

« . tomake Russia capable

¢ October Socialist Revolutio%l di.ﬂ'ered
in principle from all preceding revolutions. FQ@"_' fc%ie ﬁrst tim};a in l;ls.;:ﬁ:iz
P ek dertaken of abolishing the exploitation ef man by ma
the task was v Ik was achieved. In his speech at the First Congress
ck Workers, Stalin said:A . o
«phe history of mations knows not a i:'ew ?evili?;zﬁs"ig: Z n(;s_ziﬁed
lutions differ from the Qctober Bevolut10n in tha y] ne-sided
revoluti Omne form of exploitation of the working people was repia
TeVOlut},OﬂS-f of exploitation; but exploitation, as such, remained.
I anomerf Ormloiters and oppressors was replaced by another set of
O e ? eﬁé}?o ressors; but exploiters and oppressors, as suc%l, Tes
exp'lmfierb()ﬁy tth()ctcber Revolution set itself the aim of abolishing
mained.
o explmtglgnbingozialist Revolution ushered in a new era in w?rld
i e e, t? t}ze building of Socialism, in an area covering one-sixth
history, ke eia O~hered in a new era in the history of Russia. The proletg-
of the globe. 1t 1° £ Russia, led by the Bolskevik Party, the Party of Lenin
nal aﬁd.PeasantrY Of ted with the great historical task of organising S{?Cl&}l-
and Stalin, were o erving the gains of the Great QOctober Sccialist

i ction and of pres : plist
}S{t Pi‘ogun from the impend;ing attacks of the ememies of the pro]eta
evolutio ;

dictatorship.

vast couniry, and this tas
of Collective Farm Sho

: 2108 .
f eliminating all exploiters and oppressors.
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Bakinsky Rabochy (The Baku Worker)

Birzhevie Vedomosti (Stock Exchange News)
Petrograd

Borba (The Struggle) Tsaritsyn

Brivais Strélnieks (The Free Riflemen)
Valk .

Burevestnik  (The Storm Petrel) Minsk

Derevenskaya Bednota (The Rural Poor)
Petrograd

Donetsky Proletary (The Don Proletarxan)
Lugansk

Dyen (The Day) Petrograd

Dyelo Naroda (The People’s Cause) Petrograd

Gazeta Vremenovo Rabochevo i Krestyansko-

vo Pravitelstva (The Gazette of the Pro-
vigional Workers’ and Peasants . Govern~

ment). Petrograd

Golos Desyatoy Armii (The Voice of the
Tenth .Army) Molodechno

Golos Tretey Armii (The Voice of the Third
Army) Polotsk

Internatsional (The Internatlonal) Nxzhm-
Novgorod

Izvestia Armeiskovo Komiteta Vosmoy Armii
(The Gazette of the Army Committee of
the Eighth Army) Moghilev

Izvestia Fronmtovove Otdela. Rumcherod
(The Gazette of the Front Branch of the
Execative Committee of the Rumanian

Front, the Black Sea Fleet and the Odessa -

Military Area) Jassy -
Izvestia Moskovskovo Sovieta Rabochikh
‘Deputatov' (The Gazette of the Moscow
Soviet of Workers’ -Deputies) Moscow




640 THE HISTORY OF THE CIVIL WAR

Izvestia TSIK i Petrogradskove Sovieta
Rabochikh i Soldatskikh Deputatov (The
Gazette of the CEC and Petrograd Soviet of
Workers” and Soldiers” Deputies)Petrograd

Izvestia Sovieta Krest-
vanskikh Deputatov (The Gazette of the
All-Russian Soviet of Peasants’ Deputies)
Petrograd

Vserossiiskovo

Kavkazsky Rabochy (The Caucasian Worker)

Tiflis

Krasnoyarsky Rabochy (The Krasnoyarsk
Wozrker) Krasnoyarsk

Moghilevskaya Zhizn (Moghilev Life) Mov-
hilev

Molot (The Hammer) Minsk

Nasha Gazeta (Our Gazette) Saratov

Nashe (Gur Banner) Rostov-
on-Don :

Novaya Zhizn (New Life) Petrograd

Novoye Vremya (New Times) Petrograd

Obshcheye Dyzlo. (The
Petrograd

Okopraya Pravda (Tremch Truth) Riga

Okopny Nabat (The Trench Tocsin) Riga

Petrogradskaya Gazeia (The Petrograd Ga-
zette) Petrograd

Pravda (Trath) Petrograd

Prikubanskaya Pravda (Kuban Truth) Eka-
terinodar

Privolzhskaya Pravda (Volga Truth)Samara

Proletary (The Proletarian) Kharkov °

Proletary - Povolzhya (The Volga Prole-
tarian) Saratov

Rabochaya Gazeta (The Workers Gazette)
Petrograd

Rabocheye
Tashkent

Znamya

Common Cause)

Dyelo (The : Workers® Cause)

Rabochy i Soldat (The Worker and Soldier)
Petrograd -

Rabochy Put (The Workers’
grad

Way) Petro-

Ranneye Utro (Early’ Morning) Moscow

Rech (Speech) Petrograd

Russkaya Volya (Russian Freedom) Petmgrad

Russkive Vedomosti (Russian -~ Ledger
Moscow

Russkoye Slovo (The Russian W01 d) Moscow

Sibir (Siberia) Irkutsk

Sibirskaya Pravda (Slberlan Troth) Kras-
noyarsk

Soldat (The Soldier) Petrograd

Soldatskaya Pravda (The Soldier’s. Truth)
Petrograd

Soldatskaya Pravda (The Soldier’s Truth)
Samara

Soldatskeye . Slove (The Soldier’s Word)
Petrograd

‘Sotsial-Demokrat (The Social-Demoerat) ‘
Moscow o
Sotsial-Demokrat - (The . Social-Democrat)

Saratov

Trud (Labour) Moscow

Uralskaya Pravda (Urals Truth) Ekaterin-
burg

Uralsky Rabochy (The Urals Worker) Ekate-
rinburg

Utro Rossii (Russia’s Morning) Moscow

Vestnik Chetvortoy Armii (Fourth Army
Messenger) Romni

Vistnik Lubenskovo Gromadskovo Komitetu
(Lubni  Army Committee
- Lubni

Volzhsky Dyen (The Volga Day) Samara

Volya Naroda (The Will of the People) Petro-
grad

Vperyod (Forward) Moscow

Vperyod (Forward) Ufa

Yedinstvo (Unity) Petrograd

Znamya Revolutsii (The Banner of the Rev-
olution) Tomsk

Messenger)

~Zvezda (The Star) Minsk

Zvezda (The Star) Petrograd

CHRONOLOGY
OF IMPORTANT EVENTS

=Sedie

s~y

1917
(All Dates are Old Style)

August 30-31

Ligquidation of the Kornilov mutiny.

Argust 31

The Petrograd Soviet of Workers’ and
Scldiers’ Deputies adopts Bolshevik res-
olation calling for the formation of a Soviet
government.

The workers of the ¥ranco-Russian,
Novo-Admiralteisky, Trubochni and a rum-
ber of other works ir Petrograd, at factory
meetings. adopt resolutions calling for the
transfer of power to the Soviets and for the

immedizte arming of the workers.

September 1 .

Publication of resolutions adopted at
workers’ meetings in the factories and works
in Moscow calling for the transfer of power to
the Soviets and for the arming of the workers.

Conference of Bolshéviks in the Western
Region and on the Western Front opened in
Minsk.

The revolutionary staff in Tsaritsyn issues

arder to arm the workers.

41—1560

September 3

Lenin writes “Draft Rcsolutwn on the Cur-
rent Political Sitmation.”

Pravda, which had been suppressed bw the
Provisional Government in the July days
ard since then had come out under different
titles such as- Seldaiskaya Prarda, Rabochy
i Soldat, Pro’etary, and Rabochy, after being
suppressed again, comes out under the new
title of Rabochy Put, the first issue of which
contains Stalin’s article “The Crisis and the

>

Directory.’
September 5

The Congress of Soviets of Workers’ and
Soldiers’ Deputies of Central Siberia opens iz
Krasnoyarsk. The Congress adopts Bolshevik
resolution calling for the transfer of power 10
the Soviets.

The Moscow Seoviet of Workers’ and Sel-
diers’ Depﬁties adopts Bolshevik resolation
calling upon the revolutionary proletariat
and peasariry to fight to capture power. The
Soviet’ adopts a decision to organise a Red
Guard.
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September 6

Rabocky Put publishes Stalin’s articles,
“Going Its Own Way ” and “Rupture with
the Cadets.” '

Sep;embér 8

The workers’ section of the Petrograd So-
viet of Workers’ and Soldiers’” Deputies
elects a Bolshevik presidium.

September 9

Raborhy  Put publishes Stalin’s article,
“The Second Wave.”

A general meeting of the workers of the
Putilov Works adopts a Bolshevik resolu-
tion calling for the introduction of work-
ers’ control of industry, for the abolition
of the private ownership of the land. and for
the arming of the workers.

A Gubernia Conference of Bolﬂhewl\s held
in Tomsk. The conference adopts a resoli-
tion calling for the transfer of all power to
‘the Soviets.

September 10-12

A conference of Bolshevik military organ-
isation on the South-Western Fr{)nt held in
Kiev. The conference adopts a ‘resolution
calling for the transfer of all power to the
Soviets. )

September 10-14

Lenin writes pamphlet, The Threatening
Caiastrophe and How to Fight It.
September 12-14

Lenin writes letter of inmstruction to the
Central Committee and the Petrograd and
‘Moscow Committees of the Bolshevik Party
headed “The Bolsheviks Must Assume
Power.”

September 13-14

Lenin writes letter to Central Committee
of the Bolshevik Pariy headed, “Marxism and
Insurrection.” in which he once again strong-

ly emphasises the necessity of an armed in-
surrection.

September 14

Publication of Lenin’s article “A Fun-:

damental Question of the Revolution.”

The formation of staffs of the Red Guard
completed in all districts of Petrograd.

The Democratic Conference opens in Pet~
rograd.

September 15

The Central Committee of the Bolshevik
Party discusses Lenin’s historic lctters,
“The Bolsheviks Must Assume Power,” and
“Marxism and Insurrection.” On Stalin’s
motion the Central Committee decides to
have these letters copied and sent to all the
important Party organisations.. Kamenev’s
treacherous proposal to conceal these letters
from the Party is rejected.

The First North-Western Regional Bo]she—

vik Conference opens in Minsk.
September 16

The Omsk Soviet passes a resolution in-
sisting upon the immediate convocation of
the All-Russian Congress of Soviets. It also
decides to form a Red Guard.

Rabochy Put publishes Lenin’s article,
“The Russian Revolation and Civil War. The

‘Bogey of Civil War,” and Stalin’s article,

“Two Liges.”
September 17
Lenin removes from Helsingfors to Vyborg.
Rabochy Put publishes Stalin’s ar’ncle .
“All Powe: to the Soviets.” ‘
September 19

Rabochy Put publishes Stalin’s article,
“The Revolutionary Front.”

September 20

The Central Committee of the Bolshevik
Party approves of the line pursued by Ra-
bochy Putedited by Stalin as being in com-
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plete harmony with the line of the Central
Committee, and rejects the statement of the
opportunists who expressed displeasure at
the determined Bolshevik line pursued by the
paper.
September 21

Odessa Soviet of Workers’ and Soldiers’
Deputies decides to organise a Red Guard.
September 22-24

Lenin writes article, “From a Publicist’s
Diary. The Mistakes of Our Party.”
September 23

A meeting of the crew of the cruiser Aurora
demands the transfer of power to the Soviets.
September 24-October 1

Lenin writes pampldet, Can the Bolshe-
wviks Retain State Power?
September 25

Third Coalition Provisional Government
formed.
September 27

The Perm Regional Conference of Bolshe-
viks passes decision immediately to organise
a Red Guard.

September 29

Lenin writes article, “The Crisis Has Ma-
tured.”
Qutober 1

First Regional Conference of Bolsheviks
opens in Petrograd.. )
October 1-2 )

Lenin writes manifesto “To the Workers,
Peasants and Soldiers,” calling for the over-
throw of Kerensky’s counter-revolutionary
Provisional Government and for the seizure
of power by the Soviets..

October 1-7
Lenin writes “Theses of Report at the Con-

ference of Petrovwd 0r6an1satxens on Octo-

41*

ber § and alsc of Resolution ‘and Instructions
to Delegates to Party Congress.”

Ociober 2-7 )

First Regional Congress of Caucasian Bol-
shevik Organisations held in Tiflis. The Con-
gress elects a Caucasian Bolshevik Regional
Committee.

October 3

The Central Committee of the Bolshevik
Party decides to call Lenin to Petrograd.

The Sccond Congress of the Baliic Fleet
passes a resolution calling for the immediate
removal of Kerensky from the government as
an adventurer “who by his shameless poli-
tical trickery on behalf of the bourgeoisie is
disgracing and ruining the great revolution.”

A meeting of soldiers of the First Siberian

_Army Corps passes -a Bolshevik resolution

calling for the transfer of all power to the
Soviets. '

October 3-7

Leﬁin writes “Letter to the Central Com-
mittee, Moscow Committee, Petrograd Com-
mittee and to the Bolshevik Members of
the Petrograd and Moscow Soviets.”

October 5

The Congress -of Lettish Rifies of the
12th Army in Venden, supported by a meet-
ing of 5,000 soldiers and workers, resolves
vigorously to combat the counter-revolution-
ary Provisional Goverament under the slo-
gan “All power to the Soviets!”

The Second Regional Conference of Bolshe-

viks in Byelorussia and on the Western Front’

held in Minsk.

October 6

The Congress of the Sixth Army Corps de-
mands the immediate convocation of the
Congress of Soviets and the establishment of
2 Seviet government. o

A conference of Soviets of Workers’ and
‘Soldiers’ Deéuties of the Petrograd Gubernia
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held in Kronstadt passes a resolution refus-
ing to support the Provisional Government
and calling for a fight to establish the power
of the Soviets.

October 7

Lenin writes, “Letter to the Petrograd City
Conference. To be Read in Closed Session.”

Lenin secretly arrives in Petrograd from
Finland

October 8

Lenin writes article, “Advice {rom an
Qutsider,” and “Letter to the Bolshevik
Comrades Attending the Regional Congress
of Soviets of the Northern Region.”

Publication of the Appeal of the Second
Congress of the Baltic Fleet to the Oppressed
of All Countries relating the heroic struggle
the revolutionary sailors of the Baltic Fleet
were waging against the German Fleet.

Demonstration of the garrison and work-
ers in Ufa under the slogan “All power to
the Seviets!”

October 9

The Petrograd Soviet of Workers” and Sol-
diers’ Deputies, on the motion of the Bol-
sheviks, decides to set up a Military Rev-
olutionary Committee for the defence of
Petrograd.

A mass meeting attended by many thou-
sands of workers of the Obukhov Works in
Petrograd passes a resolution calling for
the overthrow of the bourgeois government
and the establishment of a Soviet goveru-
ment,

October 10
Rabochy Put publishes Stalin’s article

“The Counter-Revolution Is Mobilising— .

Prepare To Resist.”

A meeting of the Central Committee of
the Bolshevik Party held,atcended by Leain.
The Central Committes decides, on Lenin's
motion,to commence the armed insarrection
within the next few days. At this meeting

e

the Centra
Burean.

October 11

1 Committee elects a Political

Meeting of Putilov workers unanimously
adopts resolution calling for the trausfer of

all power to the Soviets and for the arminy
of the working class.
stober 11-13

Congress of Soviets of Workers® and Soi-
diers” Deputies of the Northern Region held
in Petrograd under Bolshevik leadership.

October 12

The Executive Committee of the Petrograd

Soviet, in closed session, adopts regulations

governing the activities of the Military Rev-

olutionary Committee.

October 13
Rabocky Pus

“Soviet Power.”

publishes Stalin’s article,

Robochy Put publishes anncuncement of
the formation by the Petrograd Soviet of a
“Workers’ Guard Department.”

The Baku Soviet of Workers’ and Sol-
diers’ Deputies accepts the resignation of the
Menshevik  and
Executive Committee. A Provisional Execn-
tive Committee of Workers® and Soldiers’
Deputies is elected with the Bolshevik Shau-
myan as chairman,

October 13-15

Socialist-Revolutionary

Second Regional Congress of Sovieis of
Workers” and Soldiers’ Deputies of the Eka-
terinburg Region held in Ekaterinburg. The

Congress demands the immediate transfer of

power to the Soviets and the convocation of
the Second All-Russian Congress of Soviets
on the appointed date.

October 14

The Minsk Executive Committee of the
Soviet of Workers’ and Soldiers’ Deputies
elects a presidium copsisting entirely of
Bolsheviks.
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October 15

Closed session of the Petrograd Commiitee
of the Bolshevik Party held, which laid down
the measures to be taken to prepare for armed
insurrection in conformity with the decision
of the Central Committee of October 10.

Uctober 16

Meeting of the Central Committee of
the Bolshevik Party jointly with ‘the rep-
resentatives of Party organisations held,
at which the question of armed insurrec-
tion was discussed. On Lenin’s motion,
the meeting adopts decision to prepare for
armed insurrection.

A Party Centre, headed by Stalin, is set
up for the purpose of guiding the insurrec-
tiom. ’

The .Petrograd Soviet of Workers’ and
Soldiers’ Deputies adopts decision to organ-
isc “Petrograd Soviet Day, - on October
2 .

A Regional Congress of Soviets of the
Volga Region held in Saratov pastes res-
olution calling for the transfer of power
to the Soviets.

A Congress of Soviets of the Viadimir
Gubernia Bolshevik Exccutive
Committee. Power is practically ‘in. the
hands of the Soviets.

eiects a

October 16-17

Lenin writes “Letter to Cemrades,” in
which he subjects to withering criticism
the treacherous utterances of Zinoviev and

Kamenev against armed insurrection.

October 16-24

First All-Siberian Congress of Soviels
held in Irkutsk. Congress passes resolu-
tion calling for the transfer of power to
the Soviets and elects the first Central
Executive Committee of Soviets of Sibe-
via (Centrosibir)

QOctober 17

All-Russian Conference of Factory Com-
mittees opens in Petrograd. Conference
expresses iiself in favour of the tramsfer

‘of power to the Soviets and adopts’ all res-
. olntions proposed by the Bolsheviks.

Regional Conference of Soviets of Work-
ers’ and Soldicrs’ Deputies of the South-
Western Region held in. Kiev passes reso-
Iution calling for the transfer of power te

the Soviets..

October I8
Novaya Zhizn, No. 156, publishes state-

ment by traitors Zinoviev and Kamenev
that they
were “opposed to any altempt to assume
the initiative in the armed insurrection.”

g
“in the given circumstances

Forewarned by the traiters, the Provi-
sional Government decides to take meas-
ures against the anticipated Bolshevik ac-
tion.

Tenin writes “Letter to the Members
of the Bolshevik Party” denouncing ihe
treachery of Zinoviev and. Kamenev. .

A meeting of the men of the Tsmailov-
sky Guards Regiment expresses the readi-
ness of the regiment to support the Petro-
grad Soviet of Workers’ and Soldiers’
Deputies in the struggle to transfer all‘
power to the Soviets.

A closed meeting of representatives of
Regimental and Company Committees of
the Petrograd garrison held in the Smolny
and attended by rep*esentatlves of nearly
all the army units in Petrograd and its
environs, exXpresses jiself in - favour of
armed insurrection.

October 19

Lenin writes “Letter to the Central
Committee of the R.S.D.L.P. (Bo]shewk:)”
demanding the expulsion of Zinoviev and
Kamenev from the Party.
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A meeting of the Chasseur Guards Re-
serve  Regiment announces its refusal to
obey the Provisional Government and its
recognition of the sole power of the Petre-
grad Soviet, and demands the transfer
of power to the Soviets.

Provisional Government troops
the Kaluga Soviet. The Kaluga garrison,
sympathetic' to the Bolsheviks,
armed resistance.

offers

October 20

Lenin writes an article entitled “A New
Fraud Practised on the Peasants by the
Socialist-Revolutionary Party.”

A - conference of factory and oilfield
committees of the Balakhan District of
the Baku Oilfields passes resolution calling
for the transfer of power to the Soviets and
for the immediate formation of a Red
Guard. , o )

On the night of October 20 the Petrograd
Military Revolutionary Cornmittee appoints
Commissars to all units of the Petrograd
garrison.

October 20-26

The First Far-Eastern Regional Congress
“of Trade Unions held in Vladivostok. The
Congress expresses itself in favour of trans-
ferring all power to the Soviets and of sup-
porting the Second Congress of Soviets in
Petrograd.

October 21

A meeting of representatives of Regimen-
tal Committees of the Petrograd garriscn
passes resolution pledging full support for
the Military Revolutionary Committee and
calling for the convecation of the Second
Congress of Soviets. The meetirg proposes
that “Petrograd Soviet Day” (October 29)
serve as a review of the forces of the Pet-
rograd soldiers and workers, ‘

Tke Tashkent Soviet of Workers® and
Soldiers’ Depitics, meeting jointly with

wreck

Company and Regimental Committees, dis-
cusses instructions to be given to its
delegate to the Second All-Russian Corgress
of Soviets and adopts resolution, moved
by the Bolsheviks, calling for the transfcr
of all power to the Soviets.

The Central Committee of the Bolshe-
vik Party, after hearing Dzerzhinsky's
report, decides to strergthen the Execu-

_tive Committee of the Petregrad Soviet

by securing the co-option of a group of
comrades beaded by Stalin and Dzerzkinsky.

October 22

“Petrograd Soviet Day” held in Petro-
grad. Huge mass meetings held in army units
and factories under Bolshevik influence.

The cruiser Aurora receives orders from
the Soviet not to leave Petrograd.

In Tsaritsyn a demonstration of workers
isheld under Bolshevik leadership and pro~
claims the slogan, “All power to the So-
viets!”?

The Congress of the Fifth Army beld in
Dvinsk elects an Army Executive Conunit-
tee headed by Bolsheviks. -

October 23

The " Military Revolutionary . Committee
of the Pelrograd. Soviet issues an - appeal
“To the Inhabitants of Petrograd,” an-
nouncing the appointment of Commissars
to the military units and to specially impor-
tant points in the capital and its envirous.

Cctober 24

Stalin and Sverdlov, members of the
Party Centre set up to direct the armed in-
surrection, jointly with the Bureau of the
Military Revolutionary Committee, draw up
detailed plan of the insurrection.

By order of the Military Revolutionary
Committee, all army units are prepared
for action.

Provisional Government hastily takes
measures to prevent the insorrection.
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All cadet schools are prepared for action.
Cadet patrols occupy important points
in the city.

The Provisional Government orders the
suppression of Rabochy Put and Soldar,
and the jmmediate arrest of the Bolshe-
viks who took part in the events of July 3-4.

Petrograd Military Area Headquarters
issues an order for the removal and prose-
cution of the Commissars of the Military
Revolutionary Committee who had been
appointed to- the military wunits,

The Commander-in-Chief of the Petro-
grad Military Area orders the immediate
disconnection of telephones of the Petro-
grad Soviet and the ra’sing of the bridges
in order to cut off the working-class dis-
tricts from the centre. .

At 10 a. m., by Stalin’s orders, the Red
Guards and revolutionary soldiers drive back
the Provisional Government’s armoured
cars and post a reinforced guard at the
printing and editorial offices of Rabochy
Put, ‘

At 11 a. m. Rabochy Put appears con-
taining Stalin’s leading article, “What Do
We Need?”

The garrison of the Fortress of Peter and
Paul goes over to the side of the insurgents.
All day arms are issued to the army unius
and the Red Guards from the arsenal of the
fortress. ‘

The cruiser Aurora is ordered by the Mil-
itary Revolutionary Committee to lower

" the bridges across the Neva.

In the evening Lenin writes his “Letter
to the Members of the Central Committee™
in which he demands the
commencement of the armed insurrection.

At night Lenin arrives at the Smolny.

immediate

October 25 Lo

At 10.a. m. the Petrograd Military Revo-
lutionary Cemmittee issues manifesio "“To
the Citizens of Russia,” written by Lenin,

anncuncing the overthrow of Kerensky’s
bourgeois government and the transfer of
power to the Military Revolutionary ‘Com-
mittee.’ s '

At 2:35 p. m. the Special Extraordinary
Session of the Petrograd Soviet of Workers®
and Scldiers’ and the
annourcement is made of the overthrow of the

Deputies opens
Provisional Government and of the transfer
of power to the Soviets. Lenin delivers
report on the victery of the revolution and
the tasks of the Soviet Government. -

At 2 a. m. on October 26, units of the
Red Guard, revolutionary sailors and sol-
diers capture the Winter Palace. Tke Pro-
visional Government. is arrested.

October 25-27

At 10:40'p. m. ¢n October 25, the Second
All-Russian’ Congress of Soviets of Work-
ers’ and. Soldiers’ Deputics opens in Petro-
grad. The Congress® adopts the manifesto
-“To the Workers, Soldiers and Peasants!”
written Ly Lenin. On the night of October
26-27 the Congress ratifies the decrees on
peace, the land and the formatien of the
workers’ and peasants’ goverrment—the
Council of People’s Commmissars. Lenin is
elected Chairman of the Council of People’s
Ccmmissars and Stalin, People’s Commissar
for National Affairs.

October 25

The Moscow Committee of the Bolshevik
Party adopts decision to-set up a fighting
centre to direct the insurrection.

The joint meetirg of the Moscow  Soviet
of Workers’ and Soldiers” Deputies adopts
a resolution moved Ly the Bolsheviks to ox-
ganise a revolutionary ccmmittee for the pur-
pose of rendering every assistance to Petro-
grad. :

‘Moscow  Red: Guards occupy the Post
and Telegraph Offices and Telephone Ex-

ckange.
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Mensheviks, Socialist=Revoiu-
tionaries, Constitutional Democrats and rep-

Moscow

resentatives of other counter-revolutionary
parties form countef-revolutionaxy centre
" known as the “Cemmittee of Public Safety.”
Soviet Government is established in Minsk,
Vladimir, Ivanovo~Voznesensk, Lugansk,
Orekhovo-Zuyevo, Kronstadt and Yuryev.
A North-Western Military Revolutionary
Commiitée is set up in Pskov, consisting
of representatives of the Petrograd and
Pskov Soviets, of the army, railwaymen and
a number of other organisations.

October 26

The Moscow Military Revoluiionary Com-
mittee issues order to the garrison to pre-
pare all army units for action.

The Moscow Regional Committee and
Regioral Bureau of the Bolshevik Party
pass decision to cease all further negotiations
with the Whiteguards and issue instructicns
to the fighting centres to continue - deter-
mined operations.

The Moscow Military Revolutionary Cem-
mittee, on the instructions of the Party
Centre, suppresses the bourgeois newspa-
pers Russkoye  Slovo, Utro Rossii, Russ-
kiye Vedomosti and Ranneye Utro.

Soviet Government established in Kazan,
Rostov-on-Don, Ufa, Ryazan, Ekaterin-
burg, Kamenets-Podolsk, Reval and Ven-
den.

October 27

Pravde, the central organ of the Bolshe-
vik Parly, resumes publication in place
of Rabochy Put.

The Soviet Government issues radio
message to belligerent powers making peéace
proposals. 7 )

In Petrograd the Central Committee of
the Navy which supported the counter-
revolutionary “Committee for the Salvation
of the Couniry and the Revolution,” is

dissolved. The Naval Revolutionary Com-
mittee issues a manifesto calling for
support for the Soviet Government.

The Moscow Military Revolutionary Coem-
mittee rejects the ultimatum of the Com-
mander of the Troops of the Moscow Military
Area ard calls upon the workers and soldiers
to fight. .

The first armed collisicn hetwecn the rev-
oluticnary troops and the cadets takes
place in the Red Sguare in Moscow.

Soviet Government established in Samara,
Saratov, Vitebsk and Yaroslavl.

COcioher 27-31

Soviet Government established im Tash-
kent.

Cciober 28

Soviet Government established in Nizh-
ni-Novgorod znd Tver. )

The cadets by a treacherous ruse capture
the Kremlin and slaughter the revolution-
ary garriscm. ‘

Cctober 29
The counter-revolutionary mutiny of
the cadets in Petrcgrad is suppressed.

Soviet Government established in Kras-
noyarsk. ’
Cctober 30 )
Soviet Government established in Voro-
nezh and Gomel. '

Moscéow Cadets violate the armistice and
resume hostilities.

October 30-31 )

Soviet Government established in Smol-
ensk. ’
October 31

Representatives of tke First, Second,
Third, Fifth, Eighth, Tenth and Twelfth
Armies inform the Petrograd Military Rev-
olutionary Committee that they fully
support the Soviet Government.
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General Krasnov’s troops defeated on the
Pulkovo Hills. Soviet troops occupy Tsar-
skoye Selo. White Cossacks retreat to Gat-
china. ’

N ovember 1

~ Soviet troops occupy Gatchina. General
Krasnov and Kerensky’s staff arrested.
The Cossacks go over to the side of the
revolutionary troops. )

Soviet Governmsnt established in Orel.

November 2

The Council of People’s Commissars
publishes “The Declaration of Rights of
the Peoples of Russia,”
and Stalin.

signed by Lenin

At 9 p.m. the Moscow Military Revolu-
tionary Committee issues an order to the
troops reporting the victory of the social-
ist revolution in Moscow.

Soviet Government established in Pskov.

The Baku Soviet of Workers’ and Sol-
diers” Deputies proclaims the establish-
ment of Soviet Government in Baku.

Novemnber 3

At 3 a.m. Moscow Red Guards occupy
Kremlin, thus consummating the victory
of the revolation in Moscow. :
November 4

Soviet Government established in Tsari-
tsyn.

Mblotov is appointed Vice-Chairman of

the All-Russian Central Executive Commit-
tee.

November 5

Lenin, on behalf of the Council of People’s
Commissars writes maxifesto “To the Popu-
Iation” announcing the final victory of the
proletarian revolution in Petrograd and

* Moscow, and outlining the tasks of the strug-

gle for the establishment of Soviet Govern-
ment in the provinces.

November 7

Third Congress of the Tenth Army opens
in Molodechno. The Congress elects a mew
Army Committee on whkich the Bolsheviks
have a majority, and a Military Revolu
tionary Committee.

November 8§

On Lenin’s motion J. M. Sverdlov is
elected Chairman of the All-Russian Cen-
tral Executive Committee. '

November 9

Lenin, on behalf of the Council of People’s
Commissars, writes “A Radio Message to
All” announcing the dismissal of Dukhonin,
the Supreme Commander-in-Chief, for re-
fusing to obey the Soviet Government, and

the appointment of 2 new Supreme Com-

mander-in-Chief.
November 10

The All-Russian Central Executive Com-
mittee ratifies “Decree. on the Abolition
of Estates and Civil Rank.”

November 10-25

Extraordinary All-Russian Congress of Sov-
iets of Peasants’ Deputies held in Petrograd.

November !4

The All-Russian Central Executive Com-
mittee adopts “Regulations Governing
Workers® Control” [of industry].

Soviet Government established in Novgo-
rod.

November 15

The  Central Executive Committee of
Soviets of Peasants’ Deputies amalgamates
with the All-Russian Central Executive Com-
mittee. ) ‘
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Navembe; 15-21

The Third Regional Congress of Soviets
held in Tashkent elects a Council of People’s
Commissarsand a Central Executive Commit-
tee of Sovieis for the Turkestan Region.
The Congress passes a resolution i)roclaiming
the transfer of power in the provinces to
local Soviets and the organisation of Soviets
of Mohammedan Workers® Deputies.

November 18

Soviet Government established in Vla-
divestok and Moghilev.
Armies of
the South-Western Front opens in_ Berdi-

Extraordinary Congress of

chev. The Congress elects a Military Rev-
olutionary Committee which in its Order
No. 1 anoounces that supreme power in the
country is vested in the Council of Peo-
ple’s Commissars. '

November 18-20

Third Congress of Soviets of Peasants’
Deputies of the Minsk and Vitebsk Guber-
nias held in Minsk under Bolshevik leader-
ship. - The Congress proclaims Byelorussia

an inseparable part of revolutionary Russia. -

November 19

- ‘Soviet “Government established in Ir-
kutgk. )

November 20

. Counter-revolutionary mutiny at Army
Headquarters in Moghilev suppressed. Head-
quarters occupied by Soviet troops.

November 22

The Council of People’s Commissars is-
sues an appeal “To All Toiling Mohammed-
ans in Russia and in the East” signed by
Lenin and Stalin. . )

_Soviet _Goveri;ment established in Kishi-
nev (Beésarabia).

November 25

The Council of People’s Commissars issues
an appeal to the toiling Cossacks announcing
the gains of the October Revolution and
calling for a struggle agalin'st counter-
revolution. . )

The Council of People’s Commissars is-
sues an appeal “To the Entire Population”
calling for a struggle against the counter-
revolutionary General Kaledin and Ataman
Dutov.

Soviet Government established in Vyatka,
November 26
Soviet Government established in Kursk.

November 27 v
Q

Soviet Government established in Fa-
markand.
November 28

On Lenin’s motion the Council of People’s
Commissars adopts the “Decree to Arrest
the Leaders of the Civil War Against the

Revolution.” .
Soviet Government established in Kaluga.

November 29

Soviet Government established in Harbin, ’

November 30
Soviet Government established in Omsk.
Decembér 1

The ‘All-Russian Central Executive Comi=
mittee -ratifies decree on the organisation
of a Supreme Council of National Economy.

Soviet Government established in No-

vorossiisk.

"December 2

Soviet Government established in Xost-

roma. . . —
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White Cossack bands led by Ataman
Kaledin capture Rostov-on-Don.

December 3-5

First Regional Congress of Bolsheviks
in the Ukraine held in- Kiev.

December 4

The Council of People’s Commissars of
the R.S.F.5.R. issutes a manifesto to the
Ukrainian people recognising their right

to self-determination and calling upon them
to put a stop.to the counter-revolutionary -
activities of the Ukrainian Central Rada.

December 5

Soviet Government established in Ash-
khabad.

The Military Revolutionary
of the Petrograd Soviet is dissolved and its
functions transferred to the Department
of the All-Russian Central Exeentive Com-
mittee for Combating Counter-Revelution.

Committee
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