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REVIEW OF MILITARY OPERATIONS JUNE 21-28
ON THE SOVIET-GERMAN FRONT

By Colonel P. Petrov

One more week of the heroic defense of Sevastopol
has passed. Some days ago the Germans announced
that the hours of the Black Sea fortress were num-
bered. But hours and days have passed, and Sevas-
topol is still in the hands of the Soviet troops.

In the last week the enemy has brought up re-
serves and has attacked Sevastopol several times a
day with growing fury. Heedless of his losses, the
enemy has lined the approaches to the city with more
heaps of bodies. According to prisoners, many Ger-
man and Rumanian companies have come out of
these attacks with only 10-15 effectives.

The land attacks are accompanied by incessant air
raids on the city. The Germans have not hesitated
to destroy targets of no military importance. They
made a special effort to bomb the renowned memorial
building housing the Sevastopol Panorama, com-
memorating the city’s defense in the Crimean war.
They succeeded in wrecking it.

Neither the enemy’s numerical superiority nor
savagery has shaken the tenacity of the defenders of
Sevastopol. Their courage and resolution are be-
coming a legend. They fight to the last breath.
Even the wounded stick to their posts and fight as
long as they can pull a trigger.

In the Kharkov direction the Germans intensified
their offensive last week. Having learned a lesson

from previous failure, they attacked on narrow .

fronts, concentrating large forces of infantry, tanks
and planes. The battles often led to hand-to-hand
fighting. Some villages changed hands repeatedly.

ost of the enemy attacks were repulsed with heavy
losses. One Soviet Guards unit drove back three
enemy attacks and killed about 2,000 enemy officers
and men.

At the cost of enormous losses, the Germans suc-
ceeded in capturing the town of Kupyansk. What
attracted them, however, was not the town itself but
the railway junction near it. This junction, south-
east of Kupyansk across the Oskol River, is still held
by Soviet troops. All German attempts to capture
it have failed.

June 28 brought an indication that the Germans

might attempt an offensive on the Kursk-front... :{arge numaber of German soldiers and equipment for

This may represent the German command’s fulfill-' - “{wo. motopized: prigades, in-luding light and medium

ment of its promise of a summer offensive. But it
is too early to guage the real objective of the indi-
cated offensive. oo

In other _sectors there have been no material
changes. Fighting has been of local significance.

The Soviet Air Force and anti-aircraft artillery
have been very active against the enemy air force.
In the week of June 21-27, 384 German planes were
destroyed. At the same time the Soviet planes gave
valuable assistance to the ground troops and in-
flicted telling blows on the enemy. June 21-27, the
Soviet Air Force destroyed 322 German tanks in
various sectors, 38 field and anti-aircraft guns, 1,270
trucks carrying troops and supplies, 135 carts carry-
ing ammunition, blew up 15 gasoline ammunition

- dumps, silenced 88 enemy artillery batteries and

scattered and partly annihilated about 14 battalions
of infantry.

Summing up events on the Soviet-German front
during the last week, it may be said that the Ger-
mans gained no material strategic success. But they
lost heavily in men and materiel. The increasing in-
tensity of action at the front seems to indicate that
the German command is preparing further offensive
action on a wider scale.

ROMMEL GOT AMERICAN FOOD
FROM VICHY, TASS REPORTS

GENEVA, July 1, TASS: Well informed persons
here declare, on the basis of information received
from French colonial circles, that the Vichy Gov-
ernment played an important part in supplying Gen-
eral Rommel's troops with war materials and pro-
visions. French sea routes were used for the secret
concentration of German forces in North Africa
which preceded Rommel’s offensive.

Transportation of troops and war materials was
carried on under the guise of regular trade traffic
between French and North African ports. Accord-
ing to available information, German troops crossed
on French ships, mainly to Bone and Bizerte, from
where they continued to Sfax and Gabes by railway.
They also used the regular automobile line along
the Tripolitanian coast.

According to arrivals from Tunis, early in June a

tanks, were brouglii to 3fax by way of Bizerte. The

(Continued on page three)
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The Northern Fleet

Admiral Galler wrote in 1ZVESTIA recently:

Shoulder to shoulder with the Red Army, our Navy
is defending our native land from the German fascist
hordes and annihilating the enemy on land, on and
under the seas.

The Northern Fleet operates on the right flank of
our front, and the exploits of northern seamen dur-
ing the year of war are numerous. Large numbers
of enemy tanks, guns, soldiers and provisions found
their graves in the cold waters of the Barents Sea.

Particularly spectacular and daring are the opera-
tions of submarines, which account for a considerable
part of enemy tonnage sunk. Some submarines have
sunk several enemy ships. Submarine “D-3” has
sunk 10 transports and submarine “M-172” eight
enemy ships with 50,000 tons total displacement.

Equal bravery has been shown by fliers of the
. Northern Fleet. Other ships and units of the North-
ern Fleet—destroyers, patrol ships, minesweepers,
torpedo boats, coast guns—have also fought bravely.

Atlantic Convoy

Moscow, June 29, TASS: For exemplary execu-
tion of Government orders in delivering munitions
from abroad and for heroic resistance to ememy at-
tacks at sea, the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet
conferred the Order of Lenin on the motor ship STARY
BOLSHEVIK. Its captain, Afanasiev, his mate, Petrov-
sky and the sailor Okazinov were awarded the title
Hero of the Soviet Union, and 43 members of the
crew were decorated with orders and medals. PRAVDA
writes of the awards:

A large convoy sailing from America to our Arctic
shores was persistently attacked from air and sea
for six days and nights. Enemy bombers came in
waves, closely following one another. On the first

day a scouting plane appeared over the convoy, fol--

lowed by four bombers. After dropping their bombs
they made off, but were shortly succeeded by nine
more bombers and several torpedo carriers. Enemy
submarines also arrived on the scene at about the
same time.

Captain Afanasiev almost never left the bridge.
The ship maneuvered constantly, sensitive to his
every order. Bombs burst near the ship, blasts and
splinters disabled men and damaged the superstruc-
ture, but nothing could break the staunchness and
tenacity of the Soviet sailors.

The fascists did not spare bombs, and the attacks
were furious. The boatswain counted them: “Here
goes the 44th ... 45th ...” All of them missed their

target, and the attacks were thwarted by the acecu- .

rate fire of the anti-aircraft gunners:and machine

SEA WAR IN THE ARCTIC

" gunners.
.itary order. reigned on board.

~ mounted.

BicE

Organization, composure and precise mil-

In one attack an enemy bomb hit the after part
of the ship, where the anti-aircraft guns were
Cases of shells and inflammable paint
caught fire. A few yards away in the hold lay ex-
plosives, and a minute’s delay could have sent the
ship into the air. The crew rushed to the smolder-
ing storeroom, risking their lives, and carried the
shells out. :

A few hours later the fire was extinguished, and
the Stary Bolshevik raised steam to overtake the
convoy. When the convoy’s commander, a seasoned
British officer, saw the Soviet transport sailing into
line he signaled “Well done!” All the foreign and
Soviet ships in the convoy repeated the signal, salut-
irﬁg the gallant Soviet sailors who had rescued the
ship.

The commander of the escort said to the Soviet
naval command: “Permit me to convey my personal
admiration and the admiration of all our officers and
all British sailors for the heroic action of the crew
of your ship Stary Bolshevik.” The Soviet sailors’
heroism also evoked the admiration of the British
Admiralty, which sent the eseort commander a radio-
gram saying: ‘“On behalf of the Royal Navy, I wish
to congratulate your ships on the splendid discipline,
gallantry and resolution displayed in action during
the six-day period. The crew of the Stary Bolshevik
behaved magnificently.”

Soviet Subs Shell Enemy Ports

TASS reports that Soviet submarines often rise
to the surface outside enemy harbors and shell Ger-
man ships at their docks. Commander Gadzhiev, of
the Northern Fleet, is said to have initiated the
practice, sinking a fascist transport and its accom-
panying patrol ships. o

One Soviet submarine alone now has claimed .a
toll of 16 enemy ships by surface artillery fire. The
tactic is often dangerous, since the submarines must
penetrate into deep fjords where they are under ob-
servation from the shore and sometimes come under
fire of land batteries.

On one occasion a Soviet submarine entered a
fjord and sank a transport with a torpedo. Patrol
boats pursued the submarine, dropping depth bombs.
Unable to find the narrow mouth of the fjord under
water and fearing he might run aground, the sub-
marine commander brought his craft to the surface.
Its gun quickly got into action against one of the
patrol boats and put a shot into its magazine, blow-
ing the German hoat to pieces. The other patrol
hoat then retreated.

)
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A Year of Grim Battles

The following article was written for the Soviet
press by Vice Admiral Golovko, Commander of the
Northern Fleet:

The Northern Fleet, charged with protection of
the approaches to the Soviet Arctic, is the youngest
in the Soviet Union. Its duty has acquired special
importance during the war, as naval communications
in the Barents Sea link the Soviet Union with its
overseas friends, Great Britain and the United
States.

Soviet submarines have carried the war to enemy
waters, sinking ships not only off German-controlled
coasts but in enemy harbors. An engagement fought
by a submarine commanded by Gadzhiev, one of
our best submarine commanders, was unprecedented
in the history of naval warfare. The Soviet sub-
marine torpedoed an enemy transport escorted by a
patrol ship and two submarine chasers. It was dis-
covered and subjected to intensive bombing. The
seams of an oil tank gave way, and traces of oil on
the surface betrayed the submarine’s presence,

Seeing that escape had become impossible, Gadz-
hiev rose to the surface and opened fire. The patrol
ship tried to ram the submarine, but was sunk by its
guns. The submarine chaser tried to rescue the
crew of the patrol ship, but came under the fire of
the Soviet submarine and went to the bottom too.

Our submarines have occasionally met German
U-boats in single combat. : Hero of the Soviet Union
Starikov’s submarine destroyed two enemy craft in
two such unusual engagements. Bondarevich, an-
other Soviet submarine commander, destroyed an
enemy submarine in a three-hour engagement . . .

A lengthy article by German Rear Admiral Luet-
zow in the Militaerische Korrespondenz aus Deutsch-
land, dealing with activities of German naval and
air forces in the Arctic, sounds very unlike the usual
communiques of fascist propaganda. Luetzow com-
plains of special difficulties encountered in the north.
He mentions floating icefields and the trouble they
cause to German submarines, fogs, snowstorms and
gales which frequently compel fascist naval and air
forces to desist from operations. The article was
written in an attempt to justify German losses in the
Barents Sea and prepare its readers for the summer
failures which Luetzow evidently foresees.

The Hitlerite command is anxious to achieve some
tangible success on the Murmansk Front. The best
German planes have been sent to the north, their
flying personnel reinforced by experienced pilots
taken from units protecting Berlin and other German
cities. German anti-submarine defenses are being
considerably strengthened.

. Meanwhile Soviet submarine crews daily improve
their fighting skill and their ability to overcome
difficulties. The fighting traditions of the Northern
Ffleet will yield further success in the second year
o war.

SOVIET, U. S. FILM PEOPLE
EXCHANGE MESSAGES

Moscow, June 29, TASS: The following message
signed by a group of prominent American moving
picture people has been received. by leaders of the
Soviet film industry:

“We artists in the motion picture industry in
Hollywood, meeting together to honor and celebrate
the glorious resistance of the brave Russian people
to the brutal attack of our common enemy, Hitler-
ism, greet you on the anniversary honoring your
heroic deeds. With all our hearts we send you our
deepest admiration.”

It was signed by Lieutenant Colonel Jack Warner,
Major William Wyler, Alexander Korda, Merle
O}})Ieron, Miriam Hopkins, Rosalind Russell and
others.

The following reply was sent to Hollywood :

“Soviet cinema workers read with profound sat-
isfaction your message on the occasion of the anni-
versary of the heroic resistance of the peoples of the
Soviet Union to Hitlerism. We are convinced that
in the near future we shall be able to express our
admiration of the gallantry and vigor of the Ameri-
can people fighting against Hitlerite Germany.

“Masters of cinema art in our friendly countries
must unite to contribute to the earlier defeat of
fascism Iy their talents and their burning hatred of
the bloodthirsty enemy.”

It was signed by Sergei Eisenstein, Vsevolod Pu-
dovkin, Eduard Tisse, Mikhail Romm, Friedrich Erm-
ler, Grigori Alexandrov, Alexei Kapler, Zoya Fedo-
rova, Lyubov Orlova, the Vasiliev brothers and other
prominent representatives of Soviet cinema art.

ROMMEL GOT AMERICAN FOOD

(Continued from page one)

Gulf of Gabes coast has served since last year as.
a very important base for Rommel’s army, but the
extra heavy concentration of people and materials
was observed for the first time this spring.

About 70 per cent of American food products
that arrive at French Moroccan ports are also brought
there. The food is carried by French coastal ships

- along the North African coast under the control of

German naval representatives in Oran,
Bougie, Philippeville and other ports.

According to the latest reports, German troops,
arms and provisions which are to be transported to
Cyrenaica by water are being concentrated at Sfax.
A large number of French merchant ships and a
much smaller number of Italian vessels have been
gathered in Sfax for this operation.

Algiers,
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GUERRILLAS FIGHT GERMAN TANKS, PLANES, ARTILLERY

Leningrad Region

Soviet guerrillas controlling a large area behind
German lines in the Leningrad Region recently de-
feated a division of German troops, TASS reports.
The Germans were supported by planes and tanks,
but the guerrillas took up positions in dense woods,
killed 200 of the enemy, destroyed six tanks and
captured four. The Germans then withdrew.

In an effort to surround the guerrillas, the Ger-
mans had advanced from three directions, using
tanks, artillery and 400-600 infantrymen in each
direction. Preparatory bombings had occurred on
previous days. By felling trees before the advanc-
ing enemy columns and by a lightning. attack on
their flank, the guerrillas brought the Germans to
a halt. Since the defeat of this expedition, the
enemy has seemingly abandoned efforts to regain
control of this area. :

Total casualties inflicted on the enemy by Lenin-
grad Region guerrillas in the last month, TASS re-
ports, were 2,600 killed and wounded, plus many
tanks, eight truckloads of ammunition and 23 pill-
boxes destroyed. Five enemy troop trains and an
armored train were wrecked, four railway bridges
?IOW(;I up and many machine guns and rifles cap-
ured.

The Leningrad guerrillas have for some time op-
erated on a large scale. They have converted a
captured locomotive and cars into an armored train
which controls a section of railway. They have co-
operated with the Red Air Force, sending up rockets
at predetermined times to mark targets for night
bombers.

Northwestern Front

On a recent night guerrillas commanded by “V”
raided a German-occupied village on the North-
western Front, TASS reports. In a fierce skirmish
the Germans were driven back from house to house.
One machine gun held up the guerrillas’ advance,
and three experienced men were detailed to silence it.

They crept forward in the dark but found the
house from which it had been firing empty. The
German machine gunners had moved elsewhere. Just
then an old man leaned out of a nearby window and
shouted: “Comrades! The Germans are here. Come
get them.” Shots rang out inside and the old man
fell dead across the window sill.

The three guerrillas hastily flung grenades through
the windows. After the explosions they entered
and found a smashed machine gun, two German
officers and three soldiers, all dead. All Germans
were driven from the village, but its residents were
unable to identify the old man who had given his

' ~N
life to help the guerrillas. He was buried with mil-
itary honors. ’

Kalinin Front

Several guerrilla detachments recently joined
forces for a major attack on German troops quar-
tered on this front, TASS reports. After a three-
day battle in which the Germans used tanks and
other heavy arms, the guerrillas emerged victorious.
They killed approximately 500 enemy officers and
men, disabled seven tanks and captured large
amounts of military equipment. -

Byelorussid and Smolensk

The Soviet journalist Korobov, who recently re-:
turned to Moscow after crossing the German lines |
to visit Byelorussia, reported to TASS that Byelo- !
russian guerrillas now have a regular military or-
ganization, drill frequently and are armed with auto-
matic rifles, machine guns, trench mortars and anti-
tank rifles. Most of these weapons were captured
from the Germans.

Formerly the Germans used special police detach-
ments accompanied by dogs to hunt out guerrillas
in Byelorussia. Now they are compelled to use large
fcﬁ'ces of regular troops with planes, tanks and ar-
tillery.

Since the Germans occupied the Smolensk Region,
its guerrillas reportedly have killed or wounded over
17,000 Germans, destroyed 31 planes, 35 tanks, 524
trucks and 61 gasoline tank trucks and blown up 75
ammunition dumps. They have derailed 16 trains
and captured thousands of rifles, hundreds of ma-
chine guns and mortars, scores of field guns and
265 trucks.

Central Front

In a radio interview with the Soviet press a guer-
rilla commander operating behind enemy lines on
the central front told how his forces beat off attacks
by a German force of over 10,000 infantry, 30 tanks
and artillery.

The Germans suffered over 3,000 casualties at the
hands of a large guerrilla force made up of several
united detachments. Fighting lasted several days
and was marked by full fledged artillery preparation
on the German side, followed by conventional in-
fantry assault. The guerrillas held their lines, put
12 tanks out of action by artillery and anti-tank
rifllg. fire and mowed down the charging German foot
soldiers,

As a result of this victory, the commander said,
Soviet authority has been established in 103 Popu-
lated places of the Gomel Region.

Material in this Bulletin may be quoted or reproduced
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/ | FIGHTING CONTINUES AT SEVASTOPOL,
ENEMY HELD IN KURSK DIRECTION

Mosrow, July 3, Sov'c! Information Bureau: On
the night of July 2 our troops fought the enemy in
ine INursk, Belgorod and Volchansk directions. In
e Sevastenol sector, fighting continued in the streets
¢l ine ¢ity. Nosigniticant changes took place in other

seCiors.

Intenze fichtine is in progress in the Kursk direc-
iion, 1 wnich our troops are inflicting heavy losses
cil thie enemy. According to incomplete figures, the
Cermans lost several thousand ofiicers and men killed
n the iast 24 hours.

SEVASTOPOL, July 2, TASS: TFighting at Sevas-
tonol crows fiercer every day. The Germans have
enormeus numerical superiority and possibilities for
brinciug up munitious and reinforcements. Ignoring
lovses, the enemy huris strong reserves into action
cvoi intensiiies his attacks.  In some places the Ger-
uirs have sueceaded in effecting breaches in the de-
ienses and transferring the fighting directly to the
Sevastopol area.

Neveriheless the city’s gallant defenders continue
c:Tering stubborn resistance. In a single day the Ger-
ans lost several thousand men and a large quantity
i arms.

At the cost of encimous losses, by massing several
Difwandivy divisions and many tanks and planes in one
coctor, the Germans pencirated the line of our defense
cud advanced. Dy this attack they planned to attain
snal succeess. Bul the Hitlerites miscalculated. Fierce
hund-to-hend fichting is in progress in trenches, pill-
boxes end blockhioises, Even their fivefold superiorvity
In numbers has not enabled the Germans to break the
rexistance of our troops. By vigorous counter-attacks
s:amen of thé Black Sea Fleet and Red Army men
drove back the enemy and decimated his ranks.

Fighting is in progress. The situation at Sevastopol
is extremely tense.

KURSK DIRECTION, July 2, TASS: Fierce fighting
continues without slackening in the Kursk direction.
In an effort to break through the Soviet defenses the
Germans have attempted attacks in various directions,
each time being repulsed with heavy losses in men
and materiel.

On July 1 our troops repulsed attempts of enemy
tanks to cross a river. One of our units disabled
about 100 tanks, another nearly 70. All German at-
tempts to advance were frustrated.

In several sectors our tanks, aircraft and infantry
made concerted attacks on the Germans and threw
them back from positions they had captured. One
of our units took the enemy by surprise and in night
fighting drove wedges into his lines, split up his
formations and annihilated one group after another.
A village was recaptured and the enemy retreated in
disorder, leaving many wrecked tanks, guns and trucks
on the battlefield. Prisoners were taken.

The German command is hurling reserves into
action, showing that the forces originally intended
for this offensive are exhausted. The enemy plan
for quickly overcoming the Soviet troops and driving
through to important strategic points has failed.

Guerrillas are effectively aiding our troops. One
guerrilla detachment derailed a German train of 30
cars carrying tanks, armored cars and guns. Other
detachments made a night attack on a German column
bivouacked at a village. In a violent encounter, the
guerrillas killed several score Germans and destroyed
a tank, 13 trucks and other military equipment.

THE RED ARMY MEDICAL CORPS

Ded Army hospitals report that 70 per cent of hos-
ritalized wounded are restored to active duty, accord-
er 1o TASS. The greatest prooress has been made in
trectment of skull wounds, 75 per cent of which were
{ital in the last war. Ilifective methods of treating
sneck huave also been developed.

Surgecons At The Front

The heroism of Red Army doctors in the field has
centributed in no small measure to the Red Army
Medical Corps’ fine record. The well known surgeon
Professor Alexander Vishnevski has performed over

400 difficult operations in field hospitals. During one
operation the patient, an officer, while on the operat-
ing table was struck in the leg by a machine gun
bullet from an enemy plane. Vishnevski completed
one operation and proceeded immediately to a second
—extracting the bullet within one minute after it
had struck.

Once the professor drew blood from his own veins
during an operation to give a transfusion to a small
girl injured when an air raid shelter was blown in
by a direct hit. Most of his operations are performed
with the aid of his own system of local anesthesia,
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and patients have been able to converse with him
even during amputations, suturing of the abdominal
cavity and other major operations.

Surgeon Spasski recently operated on a Red Army
man for a hip wound. The patient complained of
severe pain and a feeling of heaviness in the wound.
The surgeon discovered an unexploded 37 millimeter
anti-tank shell imbedded in the flesh and successfully
extracted it.

Underground Hospitals At Sevastopol

When German bombings destroyed a Sevastopol
hospital early in the siege of that city, Elena Narbut,
a military physician of the Naval Air Force, trans-
ferred all her wounded to an ancient vault beneath
the city. It had been excavated during the siege of
1854 on orders of the city’s commander, Admiral
Nakhimov.

Although wounded herself, Doctor Narbut helped
a nurse carry the patients down to the vault. Later,
all Sevastopol hospital wards were moved under-
ground. A TASS correspondent who visited one of
them described it as follows:

“The operating room is situated underground,
where man has not set foot for at least 90
years. It differs little from the usual hospital oper-
ating room. It is lighted by electricity. Its walls
are painted with oil colors. The floor is covered with
linoleum. An electric fan cools the air and there is
plumbing.

“We were allowed to attend an operation performed
by Naval Surgeon Veprinski upon a badly wounded
Red Army man named Karpev. An hour after the
operation Karpov, with other serious cases, was evac-
uated from Sevastopol by ambulance plane.”

Although many doctors have left their practices
for the front since war began, the number of cases
treated at civilian hospitals has not diminished. Hard
working staffs reinforced by newly graduated medical
students and nursing assistants have kept the civilian
medical service up to normal. Hospitals of the RSFSR
report that at present 7,960 rural clinics for out-
patients are functioning, 200 more than last year.
The number of these clinics has increased even more
in Azerbaijan and Georgia.

Science Aids the Army Surgeon

Many recent scientific discoveries have contributed
to the life-saving record of the Red Army Mediczal
Corps. A conference of neuro-surgeons at Sverdlovsk
in June heard a report by Professor Yudin on a
method of treating brain concussion which has re-
sulted in complete recovery in a majority of cases.
Military Surgeon Shefter renorted on treatment of
severed nerves by grafting specially treated seg-
ments of animal nerve tissue.

.An improved .hemostatic preparation called ‘“trom-
bin,” for arresting hemorrhages, has been developed

by the scientist Kudryashov. Stalin Prize laureate
Davydov invented a method of freezing blood plasma
for transportation and storage. Professor Goldberg
has produced an ointment which speeds healing of
wounds and ulcers. Academician Favorski and Pro-
fessor Shestakovski have evolved a method of pre-
paring vinylic ethers, which stimulate the growth of
tissue. Oils obtained from these ethers have been
successfully applied to treatment of wounds. Pro-
fessor Smorodintsev and his staff have made contri-
butions to the early diagnosis of typhus. Assistant
Professor Planels has prepared a drug effective in
the treatment of dysentery.

A Guerrilla Doctor

Here are extracts from the diary of Dr. Alexander
F., who has long served with guerrilla detachments
behind the German lines. He combines medical work
with fighting.

“I often imagine how I would have stared at any-
one who told me a year ago that it was possible to
treat a wound in a half dark dugout. I would have
considered him an ignorant babbler. Now, in the
complicated conditions of guerrilla warfare, I have
had such cases.

“Enormous difficulties are caused by the fact that
it is often impossible to leave the wounded anywhere
behind the enemy lines, and therefore we have to
carry them along with us, violating the basic prin-
ciple that the wounded should have complete rest.
But strange as it may seem, incessant movement under
the most varied conditions, in wind and rain, had
almost no effect on the progress of convalescence.
Without exception such patients have recovered,
gained weigh and felt excellent.

“I had one very complicated case when a dumdum
bullet shattered the shoulder of the young guerrilla
Kolya Y. I managed to dress the wound in difficult
field conditions and put the arm in a splint made of
three sticks. When it became possible to perform
an operation I decided to try to save his arm. Thn
result was beyond all my hopes—the arm was saved
and only a bit shortened.

“Collective farmers brought clothes and food to
the wounded in all the villages where our guerrilla
detachment stopped. An old woman in the village
of “P” brewed a beverage which she declared cured
all ills. All of us tried to repay in kind the love and
care given us by the population. In each village I
received local patients in a hut or made the rounds
of the sick in their homes. The German barbarians
had destroyed village hospitals and left the population
without medical aid of any kind. The Hitlerite troops
brought typhus and typhoid fever to many local in-
habitants, diseases they had not known since the
Civil War.

“My medical work in fighting conditions gives me
great moral satisfaction.”

J
[
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FASCISM IS MY PERSONAL ENEMY
By ALEXEI SCHUSEV
Architect and Member of the Academy of Sciences of the USSR

We architects have no greater foes than fascist
destroyers of culture. We create and build while
they destroy and preach destruction.

They have brought the greatest ruin to Russia,
my native land. Yesterday I listened with an aching
heart to the story of a Red Army commander, who
told of the terrible crimes German bands committed
in ancient Novgorod, one of the sacred spots of Rus-
sian culture. They demolished the Novgorod Krem-
lin, destroyed the wonderful New Jerusalem monas-
tery and tens and hundreds of incomparable monu-
ments of medieval Russian architecture.

The Government made me a member of the com-
mittee in charge of the restoration of Yasnaia Poly-
ana, Tolstoi’s home, despoiled by fascist bandits. I
saw with my own eyes the crimes committed there.
The whole civilized world has heard of it by now.

Forty Years Of Building

I have been erecting buildings for more than 40
years. During this time I have built about 100. I
am exceedingly proud that I constructed the mauso-
leum by the walls of the Kremlin, where the remains
of the great Lenin rest. I designed the Kazan Rail-
way Station in Moscow, the bridge which connects
the famous Red Square with the left bank of the
Moskva River, the Actors’ Club, the House of the
Academicians, the Moscow Hotel. When the air
pirates carry out their raids and bomb Moscow, I

am torn with anxiety, not for myself, not for my

home, but for the buildings created by my labor.

Thirty-two years ago, in the town of Pochaevo,
on the former Polish border, I built a large cathe-
dral. Mosaics were executed according to the draw-
-ings, of the artist, N. K. Roerich. Thirty years ago
in Brouch, Volhynia I restored the wonderful 13th
ctﬁntury cathedral. The Germans destroyed both of

ese.

Recently my son Mikhail returned home after
escaping from a German prison camp. Thirty-four
years old, a skillful engineer, he volunteered for the
army in the first days of the war and served with
the long range artillery. He was taken prisoner by
the fascists and with his own eyes saw how they
mistreated the Russian people. Risking his life, he
thrice attempted to escape from the concentration
camp, and succeeded on the third attempt. He hid
for almost a month near Mozhaisk in the barn of a
courageous collective farmer, who risked her life to
save a Russian soldier. The Germans hang without
mercy all peaceful civilians who help Red Army men.
Conversations with my son have intensified my
hatred for the German barbarians.

At the beginning of the war the construction of
the enormous building of the Academy of Sciences,
which I designed, was in full progress. It was to
be completed in 1943, but the Hitlerites prevented
this. At the beginning of the war the enormous
work of reconstructing one of Moscow’s main ar-
teries, circle ““B,” part of which was done according
to my plan, was also in full progress. The Germans
prevented this as well.

“One Idea

I am now possessed with one idea, to help my
people defeat our worst enemy. I have designed an
octagonal dugout which can be constructed in two
days. Such a dugout will be of immediate help to
those whom the fascists deprive of homes.

. « . To Defeat Our Enemy”

I have designed a hotel with a simplified system
of heating which can accommodate a hundred people
and will cost only 10,000 rubles. I have written a
detailed plan for the organization of a special insti-
tute of building materials. The hour of victory is
near, and after victory we will need an enormous
amount of building materials for the great work of
reconstruction.

In one of Moscow’s parks I have constructed a big
pavilion for war trophies. I completed this building,
covering an area of 2,000 square yards, in 19 days.
I am now designing a new school in Yasnaia Poly-
ana to replace the one burned down by the Germans.
It is interesting to note that among the ashes of the
school in Yasnaia Polyana stand unharmed statues
of Lenin and Tolstoi, a magnificent symbol,

Every effort for the struggle against fascism—
these words are paramount in the thoughts of all
Russian intellectuals, of all my personal friends. My
closest friend is our famous artist Nesterov. He is
almost &0, but with youthful force he declares that
for the sake of humanity and the future of man-
kindh Hitlerism must be wiped off the face of the
earth.

When I was in Yasnaia Polyana I heard with indig-
nation of a conceited German officer who said scorn-
fully, pointing to a peasant lad, “In 10 years he will
forget how to speak Russian.”

No, fascist monster, you are greatly mistaken. Not
only 10, but 100 years from now, the Russian people
will speak their native language and work on their
native soil, whose honor and independence they will
preserve. With other freedom-loving nations—to-
gether with the great British and American democ-
racies—my people will destroy the horrible night-
mare of Hitlerism.
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MURMANSK DOCKS ARE BUSY

MURMANSK, July 2, Pravda: Many ships flying
the flags of almost all the freedom-loving nations
have called at the port of Murmansk since the war
began. The port seethes with feverish activity as
convoys come and go.

The stevedores’ labor efficiency is growing daily.
In January they unloaded 2.8 tons per man per
shift, in February 4.1 tons, in March 5.1 tons, in
April 5.2 tons, in May 9.3 tons, and in June still
more.

Failing in their attempts to capture Murmansk
and its port by frontal attack, the Germans an-
nounced as far back as May that they would burn
the docks. In June, having made dozens.of raids on
the Murmansk area, they announced that smoldering
ruins were all that remained of the city. True, the
Germans did dump thousands of incendiary and hun-
dreds of explosive bombs on Murmansk. They de-
stroyed several settlements where sailors, fishermen
and doeckers lived. - But the port is still functioning
without interruption, loading and unloading foreign
and Soviet ships.

Goebbels’ lies are a joke not only to Russian sea-
men, but also to British, American, Norwegian, Dutch
and Polish seamen who confidently walk along the
piers of this trans-Arctic port. Among the foreign
seamen one meets captains, radio operators and boat-
swains who have made several cruises to Soviet
shores during the war.

FIRST ISSUE OF MAGAZINE SLAVS

Moscow, June 27, TASS: The first issue of the
magazine Slavs has been issued here. It is published
under the auspices of the All-Slav Committee and
edited by Nikolai Derzhavin, Member of the Academy
of Sciences of the USSR ; Zdenek Needly, former pro-
fessor at the University of Prague and Vice Presi-
dent of the All-Slav Committee; Wanda Wasilewska,
well known Polish writer; and Bojidar Maslarich,
prominent Serbian professor.

The magazine’s purpose is to help unite the Slav
peoples against Hitlerite Germany. This purpose is
expressed in the first edition in an editorial headed
“Let Us Create a United I'ront of Slavs Against
Hitlerism.” The first issue includes articles by prom-
inent persons, including scientists, artists and writ-
ers of Poland, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia and Bul-
garia. Much of the contents is devoted to the suffer-
ings of these countries under the fascist yoke and
their patriotic struggle for freedom.

Academician Needly contributes an article on the
Heydrich terror in Czechoslovakia and Professor
Maslarich one titled “Yugosiavia in the Flames of
Guerrilla War.” One section is devoted to the Con-

GERMAN PRIZON CANIPS

In a recont advance on 9o ecentenl front, TASS
reports, the Ned Army Hboratod 12,000 women, enil-
dren and old people who hod beon confined ina G-
man concentration camp. Thoe camn consisted of
two small villages, into which the enemy had herde”
the population of several neichberira villaces,
order to keep them from helping the advancing Sovi
troops.
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Conditions in these two vitlage
About 80 persons vora coniiig
house, guarded by murhina oun on

squads. The cam» cvizted enl

dren. Most of the deatl:s were from starvaiion and
dysentery.

Tn Rzhev the Geormeons avo kin~vn to havn cof vy »
similar concentration c:imvn, Iepn o canine ! o
persons between 15 and 55 wveprs old ey q Lo o
front lire arca. Manv of thn poppeesta s ok 20
whole winter in the camn withngt s
or shoes. Thev lived in hall desialiche? chala oy f
the open. Anvone who mared ahout vicopnn-ic {n
effort to keep warm was liabie to be siaf at witi oo
warning. :

oala gt

Sometimes the Tizhew priconsrsg awent anenaee? Ao
at a time withonut food, Thaew veentops N
of flour mixed vrith savdnst, T
was very hioh during the vinter, han v i
creased with warm weather as a result of viel
epidemics.

A Ty

At Mariunol, on the Sorilern T

have set un a camp for war priasnara, AeiarTiae
to a guerrilla who vocortlr ciefie ] Trasi T s
B N

1 RN

captured Red Army mon have diod 25 ora, !
report that at 10 o’c¢loc!s cvery mornite severnl o)
leave the carm, ‘

Thaey cro covapet 0 daianiline,
the coverings.

7

Al 10 TTavTimal yretearymcen o amrea niaes o
In Deermbeor the *Tooiono! mpisonesn vova
putrid fish to eat. An conidemic of rocinis o0
resulted and the cam=’s death vata poon eheie
Many of the deaths were from cen'd or diennen 1o
traces of torturve and bullot wonds weve rpmaie !
on many of the bodics. 1

These starved and orhanst-d
men are driven out daily {o perform the heaviest
labor.

gress of American Slavs which was held Tast Anvil,

It gives a detailed renort on the nrocosdices of 1ho
congress, its manifesto and rocaintions,

The editorial board plans to nressit a chronicla
of the antl-l"ascls‘g movement of Hlavs in the Unite!
Stapes, Gl'qat Britain and other countrics, and to
review anti-Hitlerite Slav literature.

Material $n this Bulletin may be quoted or reproduce.d



)
.Js\}

< E/ACASSY OF THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS

Information Bulletin

No. 81

Washington, D. C.,, July 7, 1942

-

4

Moscow, July 4, Soviet Information Bureau: On
July 8, on the order of the Red Army Supreme Com-
mand, Soviet troops evacuated the city of Sevastopol.
For 250 days the heroic Soviet city with unparalleled
courage and staunchness beat off innumerable Ger-
man attacks. For the last 25 days the enemy fiercely
and incessantly stormed the city from land and air.
Cut off from land communications, experiencing dif-
ficulties in ammunition and food supply, having no
airdromes and consequently lacking adequate pro-
tection from the air, Soviet infantrymen, sailors,
commanders and political workers performed mir-
gce]fes of gallantry and heroism in Sevastopol’s

ense.

In June the Germans hurled against the courag-
eous defenders of Sevastopol about 300,000 soldiers,
over 400 tanks and about 900 planes. The main task
of Sevastopol’s defenders was to tie down as large
forces of German fascist troops as possible, to anni-
hilate as much enemy manpower and destroy as much
of his war equipment as possible. How successfully
the Sevastopol garrison accomplished its task is
shown by the following data:

In the last 256 days of Sevastopol’s defense, the
22nd, 24th, 28th, 50th, 132nd and 170th German
Infantry Divisions, four independent regiments, the
22nd Tank Division and an independent mechanized
brigade, the 1st, 4th and 18th Rumanian Divisions
and large numbers of units from other formations
were utterly routed. During this short period the
Germans lost at Sevastopol about 150,000 officers and
men, of whom at least 60,000 were killed, over 250
tanks and about 250 guns. Over 300 German planes
were brought down in air combat over the city.
During all eight months of the defense of Sevastopol
the enemy lost about 300,000 soldiers killed and
wounded.

250 DAYS OF HEROIC DEFENSE
OF SEVASTOPOL

From June 7 to July 3 Soviet troops lost 11,385
men killed, 21,099 wounded, 8,300 missing, 30 tanks,
300 guns and 77 planes. Red Army men, command-
ers and wounded were evacuated from Sevastopol.

The military and political importance of the de-
fense of Sevastopol in the Soviet people’s patriotic
war is tremendous. Immobilizing large German and
Rumanian forces, the city’s defenders confused and
frustrated the plans of the German command. The
iron staunchness of the defenders of Sevastopol was
one of the most important factors which thwarted
the Germans’ much heralded “spring offensive.” The
Hitlerites lost time and suffered heavy losses in
manpower. In the battles for Sevastopol the German
troops suffered heavy losses and acquired only ruins.
German bombers practically demolished the city in
many days of mass raids.

Sevastopol has been evacuated by Soviet troops,
but its defense will go down as one of the brightest
pages in the history of the patriotic war of the Soviet
Union. Sevastopol’s defenders enriched the glorious
fighting tradition of the peoples of the USSR. Their
unreserved courage and fury in fighting the enemy
and their self-denial will inspire Soviet patriots to
further heroic feats in the struggle against the hate-
ful invaders.

The fame of the leading organizers of Sevastopol’s
heroic defense—Vice Admiral Oktyabrsky, Major
General Petrov, Division Commissar Kulakov, Divi-
sion Commissar Chukhnov, Major General Ryzhi,
Major General Morgunov, Major General of Avia-
tion Yermachenkov, Major General of Aviation Os-
tryakov, Major General Novikov, Major General Kol-
omiyets, Major General Krylov, Colonel Kapitokhin—
will go down as one of the most brilliant pages in the
}flistory of the patriotic war against the German

ascists.

CZECHOSLOVAK OFFICIALS ARRIVE IN MOSCOW

Moscow, July 4, TASS: On July 3 the Minister
of National Defense of the Czechoslovak Republic,
General S. Ingr, arrived in Moscow. He was ac-
companied by the Czechoslovak Minister to the
USSR, Zdenek Firlinger, by the Chief of the Czecho-
slovak Military Mission, Colonel Pika, and by the

Chief of the Foreign Relations Department of the,

People’s Commissariat of Defense of the USSR, Col-
onel Evstigneev.

General Ingr was welcomed at the airdrome by the
General Secretary of the People’s Commissariat of
Foreign Affairs, Arkadi Sobolev, by the Assistant
Chief of the General Staff of the Red Army, Major
General of Tank Troops Panfilov, by the Vice Chair-
man of the Moscow Soviet, Yasnov, by the Comman-
dant of the Moscow Garrison, Major General Sinilov,
and by the Chief of the Foreign Relations Depart-
ment of the People’s Commissariat of the Navy, Cap-
tain Eleazar Zaitsev. A guard of honor was drawn
up at the airdrome.
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SOVIET ARTISTS IN WARTIME

Amid the tumult of war the Soviet Government
recently found time to decorate the dean of Russian
painters, Mikhail Nesterov, with the Order of the
Red Banner on his 80th birthday. Other artists
recently decorated include the sculptor Merkurov and
the three painters Kuprianov, Krylov and Sokolov
who, under the collective pseudonym of Kukryniksy,
have produced many of the well known “TASS Win-
dows” satirizing the Germans.

Friends who called to congratulate Nesterov found
him active and cheerful in his sitting room decked
with canvasses of old Flemish and French artists
and sketches by his contemporary friends. Nesterov
is best known as the “poet of Russian nature,” and
has produced over 1,500 canvasses and sketches on
this theme. Many of his paintings are hung in
Russian museums.

Of late years the venerable painter has turned to
portraiture, turning out penetrating psychological
studies of friends and fellow artists including the
surgeon Professor Yudin and the sculptress Vera
Mukhina. He received the Stalin Prize in 1941 for
a portrait of the scientist Pavlov, who originated
the theory of conditioned reflexes.

Nesterov has a large following among younger
Soviet painters. When his autobiography, Olden
Days, was published not long ago, it sold out in a few
days. At present he is at work on a canvass which
has not been shown even to his closest friends but
which is known to have as its central figure the great
Leo Tolstoi.

Kuprianov, Krylov and Sokolov have been work-
ing together for 16 years. Besides their cartoons,
which are distributed throughout the USSR and
dropped behind enemy lines by airplanes, they paint
landscapes and murals and have even turned their
collective hand to sculpture.

When they start work on an idea for a cartoon,
each usually draws his own version independently.
Then they compare the three drawings and choose
the best, supplementing it with details from the other
two. But they have been known to produce a poster
with one working on the top, another on the middle
and the third on the bottom simultaneously. At
other times one does the whole job and the others
supply only finishing touches.

‘Of course arguments are bound to arise,” Sokolov
commented in a recent interview, “but they are over
in a minute.”

When the trio received a Stalin Prize, they
promptly pooled it with those received by four well
known poets—Marshak, Tikhonov, Mikhalkov and
Gusev—to build a heavy tank for the Red Army.
The cartoonists embellished the tank designated as
their contribution with a picture of Hitler on the
receiving end of a heavy shell, and it was shipped
off to the Central Front.

Late in June an exhibition of graphic arts and
sculpture opened at a Moscow gallery. There were
over a thousand exhibits, including some contributed
by the Soviet Union’s leading artists. Many depicted
events at the front and many others were portraits
of war heroes. A picture of the parade on Red
Square, November 7, 1941, by Constantine Yuon re-
ceived high praise. Another picture acclaimed by
critics was a scene in a blood transfusion center b
Peter Konchalovski. .

Students of the school of battle painting named
after the famous Russian painter of battle scenes
Mitrofan Grekov contributed many sketches of the
war. Soon after hostilities began a sign appeared
on its door: “The Studio has moved to the front.”
In the ensuing year the several score young artists
from the studio have produced many pictures, most
g{ them dealing with the December battles near

08COW.

Many of the works exhibited were purchased for
museums now being restored in territory recaptured
from the Germans.

GERMANS DESTROYED PULKOVO
OBSERVATORY

IZVESTIA recently gave the following account of the
bombing of Pulkovo Observatory: The propaganda
sheets issued by Goebbels for German soldiers on
the Leningrad Front recently published an article
trying to conceal the deliberate destruction of Pul-
kovo Observatory—the most important center of Rus-
sian astronomy. This vile deed was committed on
direct orders of Hitler’s headquarters. :

In July 1941, when scientific studies were still in
progress in Pulkovo, fascist air pirates appeared
over the observatory. The scouting planes were fol-
lowed by bombers which dropped scores of bombs
on the observatory, although Pulkovo had no military
significance for the German Army.. Fortunately the
fascists did not attain their ends, for by that time
the astronomical instruments had already been evac-
uafted, and the observatory’s scientists were also in
safety.

Beginning September 13, 1941, the enemy con-
tinuously subjected Pulkovo Heights to a hurricane
of artillery, trench mortar and machine gun fire.
Although our defense lines were situated at a dis-
tance from the observatory, the fascists subjected
the observatory buildings to the most intense shell-
ing, dropping scores of thousands of shells and mor-
tar bombs and hundreds of air bombs of great power
in the last two weeks of September. The observa-
tion pavilion and all three upper towers were
burned, but Red Army men and commanders and
observatory staff members succeeded in evacuating
the library.
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SOVIET WOMEN IN WAR INDUSTRY

Women on the River Boats

A number of Soviet river steamers are commanded
and staffed by women. Captain Zinaida Popova, an
experienced pilot, commands a large Volga ship. A
boat on the Amur is commanded by young Zinaida
Savchenko and one on the Northern Dvina is entirely
manned by women.

In 1942 about 700 women have started work as
captains, mates, steersmen, engineers and deck hands
along the upper Volga basin. The northern river

fleet recently was reinforced by a large group of

graduates of special navigation courses, including
many women, most of whom are relatives of river-
men called to the front.

“"Mate Osicheva, daughter of an old sailor, has
learned the channels of the Northern Dvina so well
that she takes her boat through even in dense fog.
Suvorova, wife of an engineer, has taken her hus-
band’s place aboard a Volga steamer and performs
her duties skilfully.

Women in the Oil Fields

Despite the departure of manyv skilled workers for
the front, output of Soviet oilfields has increased.
This is partly explained by the fact that over 10.000
women have been drawn into the oil industry. They
have proved capable of performing any task.

There are 49 women foremen or assistant foremen

of pumping teams. Ninety women assist with under-
ground repairs. Thousands of others are engaged
in trades necessitating high skill. Many of them
exceed peace time production standards for men by
50 per cent or more.

Thirty women were included in a recent list- of
oil workers who received medals. One of them was
Sakina Kulieva, manager of the large Ordzhonikid-
zeneft Trust, which for several months has held

first place-in socialist competition with other Baku -

fields. The managers competing against her include

men of long experience. Another prominent woman

oil worker is Sait Hanum, Deputy to the Supreme
Soviet of the Azerbaijan SSR, who works at a com-
pressor station of the Leninneft Trust. Two of her
sons are at the front.

Girl in a Tank Factory

Visitors to one of the largest tank factories in the
Urals invariably pause to look at a big picture of a
young girl displayed above the arched entrance. It
is a photograph of 19-year-old Anna Zhogoleva,
daughter of a Red Army major. She came to the
factory as a worker after graduating from secondary
zchl}ogltand a special three months’ course as a ma-

inist.

When the country-wide socialist competition began,
rsd

S A

Anna, who was operating a lathe, pledged that she .
TRk §

would turn out as many parts in each shift as her
right and left hand neighbors in the lathe department
combined. Her competitors were experienced men
and laughingly accepted the challenge. :

After the first day a checkup showed that Anna
had turned out 88 parts against 84 for the two. men
together, although their output equalled two normal ..
daily quotas. Anna got a bonus.

Then she explained that her secret lay in a simple
but effective device which she had invented to im-
prove the performance of her lathe. Within a week,
using her new appliance, she was able to turn out 11
normal quotas in a single shift. Others in the fac-
tory adopted it and production rose sharply. Re-
cently Anna received a medal from the Supreme
Soviet of the USSR “for valor in labor.”

Women Garment Workers

All winter, while tattered German soldiers shiv-
ered in the snow, Red Army men were warm in
thick sheepskin coats, fur caps and cotton-padded
uniforms. These uniforms were manufactured by
women garment workers. '

The number of women in the Soviet garment -in-
dustry was always large. Before the war they made
up about four-fifths of the total. Now the propor-
tion has risen to 95 per cent. Most of the factory
managers are women. »

Factory No. 1, directed by a former seamstress,
in 1941 exceeded its previous year’s output by 10.5
per cent, despite wartirhe difficulties. In the first
quarter of 1942 it exceeded its program by 21.5 per
cent. Such examples are numerous. A

Women garment workers also take an active part
in civilian defense. At 22 factories in a single re-
gion, 500 garment workers have qualified as nurses -
and 660 as assistant nurses since the war began.
Thousands of these women regularly donate their
blood at transfusion centers.

* * K

A trench mortar bearing a plate stamped “No. 1”
is still in service with a Red Army unit. It was the
first of an experimental series turned out by the
Tula Munitions Works in October, 1941, when the
Germans were approaching that city. The mortar
was turned over to a volunteer detachment made up
of munitions plant workers. Later this detachment
became a regular Red Army unit. The mortar has
fired 2,800 bombs and is credited with destroying
36 enemy machine gun nests and killing about 400
Germans. Recently its gunner, Petr Artukhov,

_destroyed his 12th enemy mortar with it.
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UNDERGROUND GUNNER

OF THE URALS
By Arkadi Perventsev

I am a Cossack myself and when I found out
that many Cossacks were working in the Lenin mine,
I wanted to see how these people of the steppes felt
underground. Rodionov, the director of the mine,
gave me permission to go down. I wanted to see
Druchek, a Cossack of my native Kuban who operated
an American “Samson” coal cutter on the first shift.

1 was given canvas trousers and jacket, thick
rubber boots and flashlight and was taken down the
main vertical shaft in a cage. Several gay girl
workers went down with us. They were dressed in
rough slacks and jackets and wide-brimmed hats
with warm linings. They were to relieve girls work-
ing in the main gallery.

“Do you know Druchek?’ I asked them.

“Who doesn’t?’ answered one of the girls. “We
call him the underground gunner. He cuts so much
coal we can’t load it into the cars.”

Druchek was working at the coal face. We climbed
up a 60 degree slope, along a narrow shaft, and
after walking about 150 yards reached the conveyor.
Ahead was a narrow, dark opening through which
I could hardly squeeze. Coal dust was flying and
the air was damp and warm. We crawled on, catch-
ing at supports a foot high. We approached the
conveyor, holding on to handles on the almost ver-
tical wall. Big pieces of coal flew by. Several
loaders were working with spades.

It was Druchek, the man of the steppes, who was
making so much noise underground. Crawling
through the coal dust, I saw the cutter gnawing at
the wall with Druchek lying beside it, like a machine
gunner in battle. The machine roared and coal dust
flew in my eyes. I could see his half open mouth,
his white teeth and straining eyes.

He turned off the shaft and we were enveloped in
silence. Druchek is short and thin but obviously
strong, with a lock of hair on his forehead. Reso-
lute looking and with the manners of a popular fav-
orite, he is proud of his fame and proud of the
Urals, which he has come to like as much as his
native Kuban. We talked while he inspected his
machine. The “Samson” moved forward on its run-
ners. He looked at its gleaming knives and the thick
air hose which disappeared in the darkness.

Druchek asked about the latest news from the
front. He had volunteered for a cavalry unit but
was not permitted to go because he was so valuable

IZVESTIA SAYS PRESENT BATTLES
UNPARALLELED IN HISTORY

Moscow, July 4, Izvestia: Major battles have
developed in several sectors of the front during the
last few days. The scale of the fighting may be
gathered from the fact that yesterday over 260
enemy tanks were destroyed and 15,000 enemy offi-
cers and men killed in the Kursk direction. Such
battles are unparalleled in history.

The Hitlerite command, unable to launch a gen-
eral offensive along the whole front, concentrated
considerable forces, very large tank formations and
masses of aviation in several directions, in the hope
that the panzer spearheads would be able to pierce
our lines swiftly and smash our defenses.

However, the Hitlerites’ offensive petered out in
the Kharkov direction, and they suffered tremendous
losses without achieving any significant success in
six days’ fighting in the Kursk direction. The heavy
attacks which they launched in the Belgorod and Vol-
chansk directions indicate that they were trying to
find a loophole in the powerful wall of resistance
offered by the Soviet troops. But our troops fear-
lessly met the Germans’ attacks and checked their
onslaught with stubborn and skilful defense, then
launched bold counter-attacks, decimating one fascist
division after another and smashing fascist panzer
spearheads.

Yesterday, on the orders of the Soviet command,
Soviet troops left Sevastopol. But the Germans will
not enter it as victors. In the fighting for Sevas-
topol the Germans lost about 300,000 killed—a price
dearer than they were ready to pay, while they
gained nothing but ruins. They attained a Pyrrhic
victory. Sevastopol will remain forever a glory of
lt1he Soviet people, inspiring them to fresh deeds of

eroism.

r

a miner. He cuts three times the normal amount
of coal because of his experience, knowledge and skill.
He praised the American “Samson” but said there
were better machines in America, and he wouldn’t
mind operating one of them “to show what XKuban
Cossacks can really do.”

I said goodbye to Druchek-—he had to go on with
his work. We shook hands, and I almost rolled
down the incline, the “underground artillery” of the
Cossack coal cutter roaring behind me.

Material in this Bulletin may be quoted or reproduced
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AIRACOBRA ON A SOVIET AIRFIELD

By Nikolai Bogdanov

There was a dogfight going on over the airfield
when the unit commissar and I arrived with the
texts of the Anglo-Russian treaty, the Soviet-Amer-
ican agreement and the communique about Comrade
Molotov’s visit to London and Washington. All the
fliers of the unit, which is commanded by Hero of
the Soviet Union Major Kleshchev, were summoned
to discuss the momentous events.

One of our pursuit planes broke off combat with a
Messerschmitt and both planes landed and taxied up
to where we were standing. Lieutenant Baklan got
out of the “Hawk” and Lieutenant ‘Colonel Antonov,
a trainer of young Soviet aces, climbed out of the
Messerschmitt.

There isn’t a single flier in this regiment who
hasn’t brought down at least two enemy planes. Bak-

chev holds the record with 11 planes brought down

/lan has shot down eight machines, and Colonel Klesh-

* schmitt, in honor of the visitors.

. the better of the Fritz!”

' fighting after a year of war.
. solved to do away with Hitlerism once and for all.”

personally and 30 more with the help of comrades
in group battles. The fliers train constantly, prac-
ticing on the captured Messerschmitt which is us-
ually flown by Lieutenant Colonel Antonov. He im-
personates the fiercest Hitlerites, but the young fel-
lows get the better of him rather often.

Lieutenant Colonel Antonov proposed a dogfight
between an American Airacobra and the Messer-
The Airacobra, a
good looking navy blue plane, was brought out. Cap-
tain Pindure, ordered to fly the Messerschmitt, made
a wrv face as he climbed in it. It wasn’t verv pleas-
ant for an airman who had already brought down
eight of them to play the role of a Fritz. But orders
are orders, and the pilot forgot his feeling when he
pressed the rudder.

The fight was very realistically done. The eves
of professionals followed every movement of the
planes. “Good work, Airacobra!” ‘“She is getting
It was clear to all the on-
lookers that the American guest had the upper hand
in all maneuvers. “A good machine,” was the gen-
eral opinion.

“We will put every plane sent by our allies into
good hands,” said Lieutenant Colonel Antonov.
“Thousands of fliers have become masters of air
All of them are re-

At the meeting the airmen listened with great
attention to the texts of the treaty, the agreement
with the United States and the communique of Com-
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rade Molotov’'s meetings with Prime Minister
Churchill and President Roosevelt:—Wtten-the com-
missar read the decision of the Allies to open a
second front in Europe in 1942, the fliers shouted
“Bravo!” The announcement of the speeding up of
arms and ammunition to the Soviet Union was met
with applause.

“What do you think about opening a second front
in Europe?’ I asked Lieutenant Alkidov, the hero of
a famous battle of three Soviet pursuit planes against
27 German machines.

“I think it’s time for it,” he said. ‘“The people of
Europe have suffered too much from Hitler’s bandits.
If we put off the destruction of that gang we will
bring about the death of thousands upon thousands
of Frenchmen, Belgians, Yugoslavs, Czechoslovaks
and Greeks. Hitler’s strength has been undermined;
hard blows from two sides, and it will crumble like
a rotten nut.” '

I put the same question to my old acquaintance
from the Northwestern Front, Captain Pindure, who
has brought down eight enemy planes and is now a
flight commander.

“We have already noticed that there are fewer
German planes in the air,” he said. “I think I can
honestly say that we are the ones principally respon-
sible for this. We cleaned up the sky by bringing
down Lieutenant Colonel Melders, Colonel Halland,
Count Erbo von Kagenek and other German aces.
But the British spring blows on Essen and Cologne
had something to do with it too. They forced the
Hitlerites to transfer some of their planes to the
west. My comrades who have fought wing to wing
with British fliers in the Arctic have the best opinion
of them. Together we shall clear the murderers from
the European sky. This will happen even quicker
if the energetic American fliers join us.”

The commander of the regiment spoke last. “I
wish I could say a few words to our British and
American comrades-in-arms on behalf of our fliers.
‘Friends,” I would tell them, ‘we fought the German
Air Force when there were seven Hitlerites to one
of us, and as you see, we are alive and there isn’t a
flier in our regiment who hasn’t brought down an
enemy. We went out to meet the enemy without
regard for his numerical superiority. We went (it
and won. We brought down Hitler’s birds of prey
when we were outnumbered. TUnited we will over-
whelm them with numbers as well as courage. On
to the attack!”
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A COLLECTIVE FARM DOES ITS BIT
By Nikolai Smirnov

The Kirov collective farm in Novo-Likeyevka is
tvpical of those around Gorky, one of the large in-
dustrial centers of the Soviet Union. The members
of this farm are taking an active part in the coun-
try’s defense. They have contributed two trucks
and 36 horses to the Red Army. Many of the young
men are in service at the front.

Members of the Kirov farm started a fund in the
district to build a tank. The farm it<elf contributed
13,000 rubles. The tank, named “Collective Farm
Vietory,” is now at the front fighting the fascists.
Recently the farm received a letter from its crew
saving: ‘“We are confident you will continue your
unflagging efforts to help win the war. We will try
to justify the tank’s name.”

The Kirov farm is making a big effort to win the
war by increasing the food supply. This spring they
sowed 875 acres of grain. vegetahles and vpotatoes.
The grain was sown in 11 days. The farmers accom-
plished this stiff job with fewer hands and horses
than customary, but everybody realized that in order
to win the war it was necessary to sow more and
faster than before. During the hectic sowing days
everv farm member, man and woman, old and young,
worked like beavers, thinking and talking of noth-
ing but getting the sowing done on time. Every-
body was so keen to do his bit that if he were not
given a job for some reason he would raise a loud
protest. One woman insisted that as the wife of a
Red Armv man she could not sit idle while others
were working. On many occasions I saw women in
the fields long after sunset.

This burning zeal and eagerness to help husbands
and brothers at the front enabled the farm to sow
150 acres over and above plan, of which 15 acres
were contributed to the Defense Fund. These 15
acres were cultivated with exceptional care. In
fact, the entire spring crop was cultivated with
especial care this year. The farmers used 6,000 cart-
loads of manure, 30 tons of mineral fertilizer and
400 tons of liquid fertilizer. Up-to-date farming
methods are being employed.

The winter crop is alreadv harrowed and a large
part has been given a dose of fertilizer. Women who
have finished their part in the sowing are weeding
the grain fields, assisted by the older children.

A general meeting of farm members recently dis-
cussed measures for gathering the harvest, which
the farmers are calling the “victory harvest.” They
have decided they must collect 100 tons of grain and
many tons of vegetables and potatoes above plan.
Thev will get it, too, because last year they collected
more than is planned for this year from some sec-
tions of the farm, and this year they are working
harder and more efficiently.

Mikhail Mezheninov, a group foreman, said: “We
are getting letters from our boys at the front telling
what a licking they are giving the enemy. Can we
lag behind them? My name is not Mezheninov if
the boys do not say when they come home victorious,
‘Well done! ”

These are the sentiments of all the Kirov farm
members. They say, “We know our work is helping
beat the enemy and win a happy, peaceful existence.
We all want that, so we are putting our shoulders to
the wheel as never before.”

REPERTORY OF THE MOSCOW
JEWISH THEATER
By Dmitri Kalm

First place among Jewish theaters in the Soviet
Union for artistic attainment and quality of produc-
tions is held by the Moscow Jewish State Theater, di-
rected by the eminent actor and producer, People’s
Artist of the USSR Solomon Mikhoels. The theater
has been moved to Tashkent, in Central Asia. Re-
cently Mikhoels visited Moscow to attend a meeting
of the Jewish Anti-Fascist Committee of the USSR,
of which he is president. Following are some of his
remarks in an interview:

“Our theater has revived some of the best known
plays in our repertory, including Tevue the Dairyman
and King Lear. We recently opened a new plav on
a modern subject, based on the play by Peretz Mar-
kish, An Eye For an Eye. The action takes place in
Poland on the eve of Germany’s criminal attack on
the Soviet Union and shows the fascist tyrannv in
Poland and the mood of popular protest which finds
expression in the guerrilla movement. The finest
representatives of the Polish and Jewish people are
shown fighting for the triumph of democracy. The
play relates the love and valorous deeds of a Polish
youth and a Jewish girl fighting for their own hap-
piness and that of their peoples.

“Another important production now engaging the
theater’s attention is a spectacle dedicated to the
25th anniversary of the October Revolution. Our
playwrights Bergelson, Halkin, Markish and Dob-
rushin are working on episodes which form the basis
of a monumental pageant for the anniversary cele-
bration. It deals with the Jewish heroes who have
emerged at the war fronts, fighting against the worst
enemy of democracy. Our idea is to produce a play
about the modest men and women who in wartime
have revealed the finest traits—courage, daring and
boundless love for their country.

“The theater’s sojourn in Central Asia has in-
spired a new trend in our productions. We are re-
(Continued on page three)
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NEW SOVIET WAR FILM IN FLIGHT

By Venjamin Vishnevski

The name of Mark Troyanovski is well known to
Soviet moviegoers. He is one of the Soviet Union’s
most skilful and daring cameramen. Three times
decorated by the Government for his filming of scien-
tific expeditions, notably in the Arctic, he has also
made newsreels, documentaries and cartoons.

Recently Troyanovski received a fourth medal for
shots taken under fire at Odessa during evacuation
of the city. He filmed the loading of guns, tanks,
armored cars and factory equipment into ships wheu
it became necessary to abandon the besieged city.
Since leaving Odessa he has shot many thousands of
feet of film under fire, mostly on the Southwestern
Front. Some of this material has been released in
a documentary called In Flight. To get some of his
best scenes, Troyanovski flew over enemy territory
in Soviet dive bombers. Here is his account of one
of the flights:

“We were in the air more than two hours. For
20 minutes we flew over territory occupied by the
fascists. The Germans were below us, but we could
not see them nor could they see us, because we were
above thick clouds. Our altitude was 5,800 feet.

“We neared our objective. It was a railway junc-
tion where our observation planes had reported a
big concentration of enemy ammunition dumps. I
got ready to film the climax of our flight.

“The radio operator, who is also the gunner,
warned me: ‘We are getting near it.’” The planes
of our formation began to lose altitude. It was not
the dive yet; we were just breaking through the
layer of clouds to get in sight of the target. As soon
as we came into the clear I began grinding my
camera. I succeeded in getting some effective shots
of the other planes.

“Now everything was devoted to one aim—to
strike the enemy a hard and accurate blow. The
chief pilot, Lieutenant Reshidov, seemed to have for-
gotten my existence. The clouds had thinned out.
The planes were moving straight toward the junec-
tion. Slightly to the right we could see the main line
of the railway. Ahead of us it switched into a com-
plicated network of yards filled with cars and load-
ing platforms.

“Several black puffs of smoke appeared among our
planes. The enemy was defending himself with an
anti-aircraft barrage. I succeeded in recording one
of the closest explosions with a neighboring plane
for a background. Our machine plunged into one
of the black clouds and I smelled the bitter-sweet
odor of the explosive.

“One after another our planes dived steeply. The
speed increased each second. Bending over an aper-
ture in the plane’s belly to look through my camera

lens I could see the earth coming nearer—the earth
polluted by the enemy. The dark, rain-soaked soil
seemed to be in mourning.

“T}_le qubs separated from the plane without my °
knowing it. My camera caught them in flight and -
::cprded the explosions blossoming among the enemy

ains.

“Then I was pressed to the floor of the cabin as -
the roaring motors leveled the plane out. The earth
ceased coming nearer and slanted off to the right.
In another moment the plane was in the clouds again,
out of reach of anti-aircraft fire. The objective had
been hit. All the planes turned back to get another
load of bombs. Once the intensity of the attack was
past, we flew home peacefully in the sun’s rays.”

JEWISH THEATER

(Continued from page two)

hearsing a play by the Uzbek playwright Yashen
dealing with the outstanding Uzbek educator Hamze,
known for the bitter struggle he waged against igno-
rant landlords and sheiks who deliberately impeded-
the people’s cultural development. The play shows -
how a democratic national culture was created in
backward Central Asia.”

I asked Mikhoels whether his theater was going
to produce another Shakespeare play, as was ex-
pected after the brilliant production of King Lear in
which Mikhoels himself played the title role. '

“By all means,” he said. “One of our principal
productions in the near future will be Richard III,
which we began rehearsing before the war. Shakes-
peare’s characters often appeal to the forces of na-
ture, as, for instance, do both the King and Edmund
in King Lear. Lear calls on the forces of nature for
justice, and when Edmund exclaims, ‘Thou, nature,
art my goddess,” you understand the causes of the
grave crimes he commits. The hunchback Richard
wanted to make people believe his hunchback marked
him as chosen. There is a Russian saying, ‘Only the
grave can straighten a hunchback.” It straightened
Richard and will straighten the ‘hunchbacks’ of all
the Hitlerite preachers of tyranny.”

¥ ¥ %

TASS reports from Stockholm that a sharp change
is perceptible in the tone of the German press in
its treatment of the campaign against the USSR.
No optimistic predictions were indulged in on the
anniversary of Soviet-German hostilities June 22.
On the contrary, German newspapers seemed intent
on preparing their readers for long, hard battles
stretching through next winter. .
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EVACUATED FACTORIES IN THE URALS
By Arkadi Perventsev

Recently I spent several months deep in the rear
of the Urals, on the western slopes that form the
frontier between Europe and Asia. Our industry’s
eastern center is here, the Soviet Army’s chief arse-
nal during the country’s hour of trial. I visited
many industrial plants, evacuated from the west,
where defense work was in full swing. Some of
these plants had merged with existing Urals works
simply by building on and utilizing extra space, but
in most cases they were operating in new premises.

For seven years before taking up the writing
profession I worked in industry, and questions about
the evacuation of factories and their establishment
in new places and conditions interest me greatly.
The transference of such enormous numbers of
gkilled workers and quantities of materials and
equipment seemed impossible, though even in peace-
time conditions the tempo of our country’'s life and
work was very swift. The prospect of transferring
basic industries to places thousands of miles away
and getting them back in production in two months,
including the time required for the rail trip, ap-
peared fantastic.

But time decides every question during a war,
and he who underestimates the all-powerful time
factor is lost. Soviet citizens realize this. We have
taken “Death or victory” for our slogan, and this
slogan comes before everything else. Restoration
of evacuated industries deep behind the lines de-
manded colossal efforts, severe self-denial and toil
as heroic and unremitting as at the front. The
exertions of people on the home front equalled in
intensity those of men on the firing line. No urging
was needed: this was a life and death question.

. Take a typical case, a factory manufacturing fly-
ing instruments. The train with its equipment ar-
rived one rainy autumn night, and that same night
the whole trainload was unpacked and conveyed to
the new premises. The factory foremen stood on
a pile of lathes and other equipment, and the work-
ers with their wives gathered around. The meeting
lasted only 10 minutes, and the gist of the speeches
was: “We've reached our destination. It’s wartime.
If we don’t do things for ourselves, nobody else will
do them for us, so let’s start right away.” Every-
one was mobilized, and all the women thought it
their duty to help get the works going. Twelve days
later the first department was operating, and in a
month’s time the whole factory was in full swing.

Planning, building and production proceeded
simultaneously. The lathes began working as soon
as they were set up. The entire business of restor-
ing the evacuated factory was completed four days
ahead of the time appointed by the Defense Com-
mittee. In the first month the factory completed

its program 120 per cent, and the second month a
nevi and extended program was fulfilled by 103 per
cent.

In its home town the factory had cooperated with
18 suppliers of basic materials, and in its new loca-
tion one of the problems was to locate new sources
for these materials. The factory personnel exerted
all their powers of invention and resource, ration-
alizing the work as far as possible. They found a
substitute for agate and a way to produce hair
springs for clockwork. A plentiful supply of instru-
ments turned out by this evacuated factory reached
the aviation industry.

When 1 visited the factory it was in full swing.
The chief engineer, Yuffa, who had been in charge of
the restoration work,; told me: “If before the war
anyone had suggested doing what we have done, I
would have said he was crazy and ignorant from a
technical standpoint. Yet you see everything is
going normally today and our consumers make no
complaints.”

The second works I visited had been evacuated
from the Ukraine during a German air raid. De-
spite this, everything arrived safely, was properly
housed and intensive work began. Using raw mate-
rials available in the Urals, the factory finds no
difficulty in greatly exceeding its program. Only a
month was required to put it back into operation.

Undoubtedly all this demands tremendous effort
and the workers are under great strain. Heroic
exploits and endurance have become everyday af-
fairs, but we all know that none except those who
want to be conquered can permit themselves an easy
going, quiet life during a war.

What T have seen for myself I might define as
fantasy turned into reality. Here we see Russian
dimensions combined with American efficiency. The
patriotic enthusiasm of the fighters at the front and
behind the lines will bring us ultimate victory over
the Hitlerite criminals.

BRITISH JEWS COLLECT FUNDS
FOR RED ARMY

A Jewish Anti-Fascist Committee has been
formed in Great Britain which will collect funds
to buy tanks and planes for the Red Army,
TASS reports. The new organization was formed
at a large meeting in London in response to an
appeal by the Jewish Anti-Fascist Committee of
the USSR.

Material in this Bulletin may be quoted or reproduced
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SOVIET FAR EAST INCREASES FOOD OUTPUT
By Sergei Seluk

Until recent years the Soviet Far East imported
its principal food products from other regions of the
USSR. In the last two or three years, however,
there has been wide development of agriculture and
cattle breeding. In connection with a vast State
scheme to assist the development of the Far Eastern
regions, collective farmers from densely populated
areas such as the Ukraine, Gorki, Voronezh and Tam-
bov received scores of thousands of land allotments.
Many small hamlets were transformed into large
villages, and villages sprang up where none had ever
been. Machine and tractor stations were installed
for the collective farms, and now Far Eastern agri-
culture uses proportionately more tractor combines
and other machinery than any other part of the Sov-
iet Union.

These factors led to a great extension of cultivated
areas and a steady increase in the Eastern regions’
importance to the country for food products. For
example, in 1941 collective farms in the Khabarovsk
Region supplied the State with 25 times as much
grain as in 1937, an increase of 13,000 tons over 1940.
In 1941 Khabarovsk Region farms produced 34,000
tons more potatoes than in 1940 and eight times more
than in 1937. The vegetable harvest increased almost
six times in comparison with 1937. Several stock
breeding farms are attached to each collective farm
and livestock herds constantly increase.

The spring sowing plan called for the addition of
182,500 acres to the cultivated areas of the Far East,
but this figure was greatly exceeded. Many farms
sowed 500-600 acres more than last year, and every
Far Eastern collective farm sowed extra allotments
for the Defense Fund and for the fund to aid col-
lective farms in districts retaken from the invaders.

The number of able-bodied men on the collective

farms has been considerably reduced. The young

men are in the Red Army, many serving at the front
and others in reserve units. Those who remain in
the villages are working tirelessly and self-sacrific-
ingly. The women set splendid examples of unselfish
work.

Yekhil Rak, head of a tractor team at the Wald-
heim collective farm in the Jewish Autonomous Re-
gion, is one of the most popular persons in the Far
East. He and his team worked day and night, accom-
plishing their spring sowing earlier and better than
anyl one in the territory and saving about a ton of
fuel.

Thousands of Birobijan peasants replied to the
appeal of the Second Jewish Anti-Fascist Meeting
with selfless labor for the benefit of their country

and victory over the enemy. They increased the cul-
tivated area in the region by 12,500 acres, growing
tobacco, sugar beets and other crops for the first
time. Despite adverse weather conditions, the col-
lective farms exceeded the State sowing plan by
hundreds of ‘“defense acres,” which they contributed
to the Defense Fund. Collective farms of the Biro-
bijan and Smidovichi Districts have already exceeded
the annual plan for meat and milk deliveries,

From Khabarovsk comes the report that Okhotsk
fishermen began their spring season earlier than ever
before. Ice fields were still floating when the intre-
pid fishermen began sinking nets between the ice
floes, risking their lives to save the nets when the
floes closed in. They continued this unprecedented
struggle with the elements all through April and
part of May. Now conditions are more favorable for
catching herring, and fishermen are busy day and
night in the vast expanses of sea from the mouth of
the Amur to Takhoteek and even further,.

The Okhotskaya State Fishery had caught almost
6,000 tons of herrimg by June 1. Last year at that
date the season had barely started. Recently Ok-
hotsk fishermen addressed an appeal to all fishermen
in the Soviet Far East, proposing a contest to fulfill
their schedules ahead of time. They pledged to
catch and process double the amount of herring
called for in the year’s plan. Other pledges refer to
improved quality of work, lowered costs, saving of
fuel and tackle material. Fishermen throughout the
Far East, in Kamchatka, Sakhalin and Amur, are
following their example.

CZECHOSLOVAK TROOPS IN USSR
HEAR GENERAL INGR

The following item is reprinted from a Czechoslo-
vak Press Bureau release of July 3:

General Ingr, Czechoslovak Minister of National
Defense, arrived in Kuibyshev on June 27 and was
greeted by high officials of the Foreign Commissariat,
the President of the local Soviet, the Czechoslovak
Minister and members of the Legation as well as
by members of the Yugoslav, Greek and Polish dip-
lomatic staffs.

General Ingr brought with him a message from
President Benes which he read to the assembled
soldiers. The President sent cordial greetings and
assured the soldiers in the USSR that he follows

(Continued on page three)
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CHILDREN FROM LENINGRAD
By Maria Shkapskaya

The boat sailing down the Volga carried children
from Leningrad. Youngsters warmly dressed in fur
coats and wearing felt boots played on the deck.
The boys argued about why stars fall from the sky—
is it because they burn out like electric bulbs or be-
cause the things on which they are hanging wear
out?

The girls took out their dolls—all dolls’ mamas
always take them out for a walk. Only, the dolls
were of the traveling kind, made of rags, because
most of the real dolls remained back in Leningrad.
And the dolls had special emergency bags with_ rib-
bons sewed for them so that the mamas could hang
thein around their necks and take them along to the
shelter.

That was something different from things before
the war, just like the anxiety with which the chil-
dren ran to their cabins when a plane appeared above
the river. They kept on asking for some time: “Are
you sure, Alexandra Mikhailovna, that it was our
plane? Won't it bomb us?”

War Stories

In a passageway between the cabins the older boys
gathered around Kholkin, a wounded artilleryman.
He was telling them about his friend.

“He lay wounded in the forest, when a column of
tanks advanced upon him. He had no more bullets
left, but there were some big logs around. So he
took one such log, pushed it in front of him, and
when he got so close to the tanks that they couldn’t
fire at him, he shoved it in between the links of the
caterpillar track. The first tank stopped and the
second collided with it and was broken.”

“Well, and what happened next?”

“The third tank came along and my friend was
crushed beneath-it,” Kholkin said and fell silent.

One of the boys sighed and trying not to cry said:
“Each one of us could do the same, of course, still
it makes one feel sorry.”

A shaggy youngster who looked at Kholkin’s mouth
all the time, so as not to miss a word, declared with
an independent air: “Take me, for instance, I am
going to fight the fascists too.”

Everybody laughed.
opposite direction.”

Not a bit abashed, he retorted: “I am just going
where I can grow up now, but later I'll get even with
them for papa!”

Another boy remarked bitterly: “They take us to
the shelter all the time—how can you get brave in
a shelter?”

“But you are going in the

A lively discussion ensued about bravery. The
name of Suvorov (Russian general who fought
against Napoleon) was brought in, because Suvorov
said that it is the fellow who runs and keeps out of
danger’s way that is most likely to be hit by a bullet.
For a long time after that they discussed with Khol-
kin the merits of modern artillery, displaying a re-
markable knowledge of the subject.

War Games

The younger children did not talk of war, they
played at war. They panted as they tried to throw
each other down. They made a terrible racket as
they pretended to be firing at one another and were
angry when the enemy refused to fall. Toward the
end all but the commander were killed. Then the
commander looked around, wiped the perspiration
from his brow and suddenly shouted: “All killed, get
up, those are the country’s orders!”

They all got up and ran away, apparently to form
into groups again. Kholkin puffed at his pipe as he
watched them, and I knew that he was thinking of
his dead comrade and what a pity it was that in real
life the dead never got up again.

The dead lie in the earth, but children’s feet step
lightly on this earth, and when the country needs
them they will take the place of the dead. Thus it has
always been and thus it will be.

“Leningrad’s on Fire!”

The children were shocked when Kholkin rose and
declared that his mama was waiting for him. He,
the severely wounded man, was being taken home
by his mother. At once they all thought of their
own mothers and fathers. o

“The older children have grown used to it,” their
guardian said, “but the smaller ones give us a lot of
trouble.” And she told me about Lidochka Alexan-
drova who always shouted “Leningrad’s on fire!”
just as Leo Tolstoi used to shout in delirium: “Sevas-
topol’s on fire!” and about Valya Golubeva who al-
ways cried “Mama!” as soon as it grew dark. She
was four years old and nothing could take the place
of mama for her. '

I disembarked in the evening, and as I was walking
away from the landing I heard that cry “Mama!”
It fluttered far over the snow covered banks of the
river. It was the cry of a frightened child, of a
child who has seen horrors, who has spent nights in
a damp shelter, who has lost father and mother.
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POET AND SOLDIER
By Jacob Chernukhin

“In a few days I'm going back to the front. Il
have a few more rounds with them.”

It was no professional soldier speaking, but one of
the Soviet Union’s renowned poets, Joseph Utkin.
Utkin had been wounded in his fifth battle. Four
fingers of his hand were shot away and he had lost
much blood, but his warm, patriotic heart still beat
for his country. I felt sorry when I looked at his
mutilated hand in the black glove. But it was in-
spiring to hear his calm, confident voice declaring
his intention of taking up the fight again.

Colonel General Kremenko had sent Utkin a mes-
sage to the hospital: ‘“Tell Utkin we’ll make the Hit-
lerites pay dearly for his fingers.” The Military
Council of the Front had awarded him the Order of
the Red Star for bravery.

Fighting was not new to Utkin. At the age of
18 he began to write, but he had begun to fight three
years earlier. When only 15 years of age—in 1918—
he joined the detachment of the famous Siberian
guerrilla leader “Grandpa” Kalandirashvili. “Grand-
pa” was Georgian, Utkin a Jew, but both devotedly
loved their great country and with arms in hand
defended her newly won freedom in fierce fighting
during the Civil War. In that period Utkin partici-
pated in 20 battles.

Since that time Joseph Utkin has published five
books. Many of his poems have become songs and
are widely known throughout Soviet Russia. Twenty-
five editions of his works have been printed, apart
from his renowned poem Motele. This touching
story of a destitute Jewish youth in Tsarist Russia
has been translated into many languages and has
been published in the United States.

Utkin had been at times reproached for the too
intimate and melancholy tone of his verse, which
seemed at variance with the new spirit of Russia.
But in the present war against Hitler Germany he
has shown that his intimate songs proceed from a
courageous heart. Since the very first days of the
war he has been at the front in the capacity of a
Red Army commander.

Now he has written a new book of verse about
the fearless Red Army men. Entitled I Saw, it might
well be called I Fought. 1t is the book of a man who
was a fighter before he became a poet, and will re-
main a fighter as well as a poet so long as his country
has need of fighters.

Utkin is preparing to write for the American press
about his impressions at the front. Readers in the
United States will undoubtedly find much of interest
in this poet-warrior’s impressions,

CONFERENCE ON BRITISH,

AMERICAN DRAMA
By P. Jacobson

The Soviet public has always been keenly inter-
ested in American and British culture. Shakespeare’s
plays form part of the repertory of nearly all Soviet
theaters and are played in dozens of Soviet lan-
guages.  The plays of Sheridan, Goldsmith, Shaw,
Priestley and O’Neill are also highly popular. Trans-
lations of British and American novels, plays and
short stories are sold out almost as soon as they
appear.

With the consolidation of friendship between the
Soviet Union and the United States and Great Brit-
ain, the interest in British and American culture is
livelier than ever. In view of this the All-Russian
Theater Society plans a conference on modern British
and American drama, which will take place in July
and be attended by writers, literary and dramatic
critics and scholars. Alexander Troyanovsky, former
Soviet Ambassador to the United States, will speak
on modern trends in the United States and Great
Britain. Other topics will be the influence of Rus-
sian classical literature on modern English litera-
ture, three generations of British and American writ-
ers, and new British and American plays. There will
also be talks on J. B. Priestley, Bernard Shaw and
pliﬁogfi Odets and on anti-fascist tendencies in Amer-
ican films. .

GENERAL INGR
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carefully reports of their preparations for the ap-
proaching fight just as they, without question, fol-
low enthusiastically news of the exploits of Czecho-
slovak soldiers at Tobruk.

“Our eyes are constantly turned toward home
where our nation is making the greatest sacrifices on
the invisible front, full of unknown heroes,” said the
President. “Their deeds obligate us to great efforts
to equal theirs.

“You Czechoslovak soldiers in the USSR are priv-
ileged to participate in the war on soil where the
legend of the invincibility of the Nazi hordes has
been broken. You are witnessing the beautiful ex-
ample of the Russian soldiers who, through military
knowledge and gallantry, checked the brutal invader.

‘Soon the day will come when you will face the enemy

along with them and then you will punish him for
the horrors and injustices committed on Soviet and
Czechoslovak soil. I trust you will fulfil your duties
like our predecessors at Zborov and Bachmac 25
years ago.

“I thank you for your determination not to slacken
and appeal to you to stick to that decision. The
freedon] of our nation and fatherland is a treasure
for which we shall never bargain.”
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SOVIET ARCHITECTURE IN DAYS OF WAR
: By K. Alabyan
Member of the Academy of Architecture of the USSR

Recently the Tenth Plenum of the directing board
of the Union of Soviet Architects finished its delib-
erations in Moscow. This conference dealt with the
tasks of Soviet architects during the war. Those
participating included representatives from Moscow,
Leningrad, Sverdlovsk, Voronezh and other large
centers.

The outbreak of war found Soviet architects en-
gaged in tremendous creative work. Hundreds of
thousands of new structures were being built, new
urban highways were being laid, and whole new
cities were being born.

The war demanded a fundamental rearrangement
of the entire creative work of Soviet architects.
Building, like the whole economy, became subordi-
nate to the task of defeating the enemy. Peacetime
civil architecture was replaced by wartime archi-
tecture. This was not only a change in types of
structures—the very essence of architectural work
became different. New problems were camouflaging
individual structures and city blocks, erecting de-
fensive structures at front lines and approaches to
cities, speedy construction with local materials, and
simplification of designs.

Wartime construction demanded a quick readjust-
ment on the part of architects. Complete factories
with their huge machines and complicated equipment
were moved bodily together with thousands of work-
ers, technicians and engineers. At their new sites
the industries needed shops, settlements, dormitories,
day nurseries, dining rooms, clubs and hospitals. On
September 13, 1941 the Government established an
extensive program of construction for enterprises
evacuated to the Volga regions, Siberia, the Urals
and Central Asian republics.

First and foremost was the task of obtaining local
materials and of using them rationally. It was im-
perative to relieve transport from freighting timber,
brick, cement and stone.

The simplicity of materials and designs in war-
time construction involved novel technical and archi-
tectural tasks. Inventive architects worked toward
close collaboration with scientists and technical en-
gineers. A 1941 Stalin Prize was awarded to Acad-
emician P. Budnikov and engineer S. Zorin for dis-
covering new methods of obtaining anhidride cement.
Such discoveries have vast significance for builders,
as they reveal uses for the wealth of local building
materials available in all districts of the country.

When the Germans are driven back by the Red
Army, they demolish everything they ecan. The
architects’ task is to restore as quickly as possible
the towns and villages liberated from the invaders.

Restoration of small towns is of particular signifi-
cance. Here the Soviet architect is confronted with
the urgent task of building one and two story build-
ings. In this respect much can be learned from the
building experience of Great Britain and the United
States, where several highly interesting types of
small houses have been worked out. But in availing
themselves of progressive foreign methods (partic-
ularly as regards interior planning and equipment
of houses), Soviet architects also fully utilize the
Russian architectural traditions. In the past Rus-
sian folk architecture has produced splendid speci-
mens of small houses adapted to living conditions of
various districts of the country.

For present purposes all drawing board work must
be moved to the building site. Office methods are
utterly useless. Similarly, building must be based
primarily on local materials. Full utilization of local
resources will yield a tremendous volume of superior
and technically perfect building materials. This will
permit speedy and efficient construction.

The barbarous invaders not only destroy whole
blocks of Soviet towns and whole collective farm
villages. They deliberately demolish famous mon-
uments of Russian architecture, monuments of world
wide historic and artistic interest. Soviet archi-
tects keep a careful record of acts of vandalism per-
pf.trated by the enemy and prepare for their restor-
ation.

The Union of Soviet Architects strives to help the
Soviet Government organs in liberated areas to pro-
tect architectural monuments, with which aim it
draws widely on local patriots—mainly youths—who
love their native towns.

Boldly introducing new industrial methods into
designing and building methods, and at the same
time carefully considering the architectural tradi-
tions of the Soviet people, Soviet architects will revive
the towns demolished by the hated invaders and will
build splendid new towns and villages.

* * %

The well known Soviet sportsman Igor Bulochkin
is an all-round athlete. He holds records in swim-
ming, running and skiing and is a first class soccer
player. For the last eight months he has been
serving as navigator of a flight of Red Air Force dive
bombers. A few days ago, TASS reports, his plane
was shot down behind enemy lines. The pilot was
seriously wounded and could not walk. For seven
nights Bulochkin carried the wounded man on his
shoulders, hiding from enemy patrols in the day-
time. Both arrived safely at the Soviet lines.

Material in this Bulletin may be quoted or reproduced
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Moscow, July 11, Pravda: Our cahntry is going
through grave daxs._..illhe'fﬁmsf dogs in mad fury
are trying to force their way to the country’s vital
centers. Hitler must gain success at any cost and
continues hurling fresh divisions like firewood into
the flames of war. They burn up under the blows
of the Red Army, but in their place the reckless
Hitlerite politicians hurl new heaps of German, Hun-
garian and Rumanian cannon fodder.

The eyes of the whole Soviet country are riveted
on the Don, the dear, quiet Don, the river of Russian
freedom and heroic traditions. Here for centuries
the Russian people carried on an implacable struggle
with their enemies. Here the Mongolian yoke was
shattered by a death-dealing blow, and Dmitri Don-
skoi won eternal glory. Here was the birthplace of
gallant warriors who handed down from generation
to generation their traditions of undying loyalty to
their country and fearlessness in battle. Military
skill is in the blood of the Don people. Mothers fos-
ter in their children the proud dignity of warriors
and contempt for death. They know no cowards.

Fascists Sow Hatred

The Hitlerite robbers and hangmen are once more
trying to intimidate the Soviet people, are once more
threatening them with chains of slavery. But what
they are sowing before and behind them is not fear
but hatred, a burning hatred the force of which the
world has never known, but ‘will learn now.

The Soviet people will not deliver its land or itself
for the enemy to outrage. Death, horrible death,
awaits the Hitlerite bandits. We are learning in the
great school of holy hatred. The world speaks ad-
miringly of the staunchness and stubbornness of Red
Army men. What force moves them? Hatred for
the enemy! Everyone carries in his memory un-
heard of atrocities which mark the path of the base
enemy over our land—a monstrous, bloody path. We
know about it from stirring stories of Soviet people
who managed to escape from the fascist hell, from
hair-raising tales of residents of liberated districts.

German Private Nurenberg, of the headquarters
of the 514th Infantry Regiment, 294th German In-
fantry Division, recently taken prisoner in the Khar-
kov direction, said: “Our whole route from Kiev to
Kharkov was one of robbery and plunder. All the
towns and villages through which we passed—Doug-
ach, Bogodukhov and many others—are completely
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devastated and ruined. There were gallows in every
village, on all roads. I saw all kinds of hanged—
men, women, old folks and small boys. In Stary Sal-
tov, for instance, a 14-year-old boy was shot in church
and then hanged on a tree.”

So it is everywhere the Germans pass. They in-
tended to put fear into the hearts of the population
by savage and vile reprisals. Instead they provoked
hate and revenge. Experiencing animal fear them-
selves, they are trying to force the free Soviet people
into submission by fresh murders and brutalities.
This will never be! For each death, two deaths;
for blood, twice as much blood! This is the Soviet
people’s reply.

Destroy Or Be Destroyed

The Red Army knows what awaits its fellow coun-
trymen and kinsfolk if the fascist horde breaks
through. The Hitlerite scoundrels give no quarter to
anyone, and there is no quarter for them either.
Hatred of the enemy is a force which, once it has
taken hold of the masses, becomes insurmountable.
The Soviet people realize more than ever that either
we destroy the German invaders or they destroy us.
There is no other way. The great patriotic war is a
life and death struggle. The Soviet people have only
one way to preserve their freedom, honor and the
future of their children, and that is to destroy the
enemy.

For this it is necessary to devote ourselvcs en-
tirely and with no reservation to the defense of the
country. It is necessary to help the front bv sat-
urating our daily labor with hatred for the enemy.

The Germans have already learned what the guer-
rillas are like in the Ukraine, Byelorussia, Smolensk,
Orel and Tula regions. Now let them get acquainted
with the Don guerrillas—born warriors and indom-
itable fighters. Let death waylay the Germans at
every river bend, in every dell, behind every bush, in
every village. We have the possibility of not only
halting the enemy but routing him, exhausting him,
bleeding him white and running him down.

The enemy is in a hurry to frustrate a second
front in his rear. He is forging ahead to run away
from this danger. He shall not run away! The
staunchness of the Soviet people has more than once
upset the Hitlerite plans. We will upset this plan too.
And the source of our staunchness is great and pro-
found hatred for the enemy.
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TRADE UNIONS AND THE WAR

By S. Bregman .
Secretary, All-Union Central Council of Trade Unions

Never before has the responsibility resting upon
the trade unions as the largest working class organi-
zation in the country been as great as it is now, in
the grim days of the patriotic war, when both front
and rear are exerting every effort to defeat the hordes
of fascism.

The 25 million members of the Soviet trade unions
have made the Stalin slogan “Everything for the
front, everything for victory!” their guiding prin-
ciple, and the work of the trade unions themselves
has been readjusted accordingly. Questions pertain-
ing to production are paid exceptional attention, and
active trade union members have taken their place
among the foremost heroes of labor. They are play-
ing a leading role in the mounting labor enthusiasm
of Soviet patriots working in the rear.

The movement of 200’ers—workers who turn out
double or more of their quota—is a splendid ex-
pression of the wartime enthusiasm that has pene-
trated our industry. New workers are joining this
movement with each passing day. The trade unions
have lent a big hand in popularizing and extending
this splendid movement, for utmost effort in raising
the productivity of labor is the basic task confront-
ing each and every trade union member.

Important factors in this connection are Socialist
competition, the popularization of the experience
gained by the best workers, and conferences on pro-
duction. Let us take an example from the Urals
Engineering Works of how the latter help in boosting
production. At this plant a gasket maker by the
name of Khudokormov increased his productivity 20-
fold. The factory trade union committee took the
matter up and called a production conference where
the workers were acquainted in detail with the new
method. As a result many of the workers achieved
a sharp increase in their output.

Inventions and rationalization schemes acquire a
particularly great significance in war conditions. In
this respect, too, the workers, engineers and tech-
nicians at Soviet industrial enterprises have dis-
played exceptional activity. It is but natural that
trade union organizations should lend a sensitive ear
to every rational suggestion and help in finding ap-
plication for it. Special trade union commissions are
exercising regular and systematic control to insure
that all suggestions aimed at perfecting the techno-
logical process and improving war production are
given immediate attention and rapidly put into effect.

Training Newcomers

Success in the battle of production depends on
people, their skill and proficiency at the job and their
devotion to the cause they are serving. Hence the
importance of training and educating new workers,
particularly since considerable numbers of newcom-

ers are entering industry and offices—many of them
women who never worked before—to take the place
of men who have gone to the front. Soviet trade
unions are devoting more and more attention to the
training of newcomers in industry.

Greater attention to production has not detracted
from interest in the material welfare and living con-
ditions of workers. On the contrary, the war has
confronted the trade unions with a series of new
demands, to the satisfaction of which much energy
is being devoted. For example, there is the problem
of the establishment and maintenance of dining
rooms. Provision of meals at factories is by no
means a question of secondary importance in these
days when the Soviet peonle are selflessly working
for the front and getting the maximum out of every
minute and every second. Trade unions have ener-
getically taken up this task, considering it their duty
to see that public catering at factories and offices is
arranged so that each worker and office employee
gets his meals with the minimum waste of time.

The same applies to the work of stores, etc., serv-
ing workers, as well as living quarters, heating, bath-
houses, laundries and children’s institutions—kinder-
gartens and nurseries. All the smaller problems of
life are taken up by the trade unions, whose task it
is to provide the army in the rear—the men who fight
the battle of production—with the best of conditions
for doing their duty to the country and the Red Army
at the front.

Stalin gave wings to the immortal saying that it
is the human being we must value most of all. In
line with this concept, the Soviet trade unions, into
whose hands the state entrusted such vital questions
as social insurance and labor protection, have always
considered solicitude for people one of their central
tasks. In recent years they have indeed made a
splendid showing in this field, steadily succeeding in
cutting the incidence of illness and reducing, and
in some cases eliminating, occupational diseases and
accidents on the job.

To the diverse and varied activities of the trade
unions directed toward the maximum utilization of
all resources in the country’s war effort, the war has
added numerous specific tasks which the trade union
organizations, beginning with central committees of
unions and ending with shop groups, have taken up
with spirit. Among these specific wartime tasks are
the widescale training of nurses and ambulance
workers, collection of subscriptions to the Defense
Fund, care for the wounded, improvement of hospital
equipment and organization, assistance in military
training of the population, and the assumption of
patronage over and adoption of war orphans. As
regards the last mentioned, the trade unions have the
honor of being among the initiators.
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SPORTSMEN GUERRILLA FIGHTERS

Nikolai Korolev, famous Soviet heavyweight boxer
decorated by the Government for his services in
action against the German fascist invaders, has spent
several months behind the Nazi lines as a member
of a detachment of guerrilla fighters consisting en-
tirely of sportsmen, the Soviet press reports.

The chief of staff of this unusual guerrilla detach-
ment was another well known boxer, D. Staroverov.
A. Fainstein, a track and field athlete, was the unit’s
doctor. The rest of the detachment consisted of
skiers, wrestlers and runners.

Fans who had seen these sportsmen hundreds of
times in gymnasiums and on athletic grounds would
hardly have recognized them in their guerrilla
clothes. A snapshot of Korolev shows a man with
a thick blond beard, wearing a peasant’s sheepskin
coat and fur hat with ear flaps.

The sporting guerrilla fighters performed innum-
erable exploits during the months they spent behind
enemy lines. News of their daring feats spread far
and wide, and about 200 local collective farmers
sought out the detachment to join it.

Asked whether he intended to appear in the ring
again this year, Korolev stared in amazement. “In
the ring?” he repeated. ‘“No, my friend. You won’t
see me in the ring until the end of the war. I'm off
to the forest again.”

GIFTS FOR THE RED ARMY

From all parts of the Soviet Union come gifts for
Red Army men at the front. TASS reports that
whole trains move westward loaded with food, warm
clothes and other presents, some the gifts of indi-
viduals, others of clubs, collective farms, trade unions
or even whole cities and regions.

All trade unions of the USSR took part in building
a train which recently left Moscow for the front.
It is a bath train of 21 coaches, including showers and
Russian steam baths, laundry and disinfecting units,
sewing rooms and a sound moving picture theater.
The train was completed in half the normal time.

About 500 Arctic seamen are wearing warm caps
of merino wool made by school children of Thilisi.
Every man of a Red Army battalion on the North-
western Front has a cigaret holder made by juve-
nile cabinet makers of the Moscow Young Pioneers’
House. Another unit recently received 8,000 em-
broidered handkerchiefs made by school girls of Sar-
atov. Textile workers contributed 5,000 sets of under-
wear.

From Kirghizia recently came a train of 14 cars
loaded with honey, nuts, wine, tobacco, dried fruits
and other Kirghiz products as gifts for the Red
Army. Also aboard was a delegation from the
Kirghiz SSR headed by People’s Commissar of Edu-
cation Dzhapar Shukurov. The delegates visited the
8th Infantry Guards Division, formerly commanded
by Hero of the Soviet Union Panfilov.

SOVIET SUB IN THE ARCTIC

The small Soviet submarine Youngster, com-
manded by Hero of the Soviet Union Starikov, has
sunk 10 enemy transports, two submarines and a
coast guard vessel, all within a year. Attached to
the Northern Fleet, the Youngster has attained the
d_istir}ction of being designated a *“Guards subma-
rine.’

Great changes have taken place in the Arctic naval
gituation in the last few months, especially in May
and June. Determined to block sea transport be-
tween the USSR and its allies, Great Britain and the
United States, the Germans have transferred north-
ward not only part of their U-boat fleet, but also
many of their surface craft. This German threat
has been met by greatly increased activity on the
part of Soviet submarines. '

German patrol boats are stationed almost every
half mile in some areas. After a successful attack
on a German ship, a Soviet submarine can expect to
be showered with depth charges and air bombs. The
crew of the Youngster estimates that about 200 Ger-
man depth bombs have been aimed at them.

Recently, while the Youngster was submerged,
its commander observed through his periscope two
enemy transports which had approached within close
range. Changing direction, the Youngster ran
straight into the midst of the German convoy. A

.torpedo slid from its tube, and within a few seconds

the crew heard a dull explosion. The rest of the
convoy altered course and fled, but not before patrol
boats and sub-chasers had dropped 12 depth bombs
near the Youngster.

After the detonations had ceased, Commander
Starikov gave the order to rise to the surface. Hardly
had the Youngster broken water when a German pa-
trol boat was seen speeding toward it about a mile
and a half away. The submarine’s batteries were
low and it was impossible to get away under water.
Starikov decided to run for it on the surface.

The Youngster turned toward shore, hoping to
lure the enemy within range of Soviet shore guns.
As the. German boat came closer, the submarine’s
guns opened fire. The German gunners fired back,
but Starikov maneuvered skilfully and the enemy
shells fell wide. After an hour of fruitless pursuit
the Germans gave up the chase and turned away.
Since then the Youngster has sunk still another
transport.

* % %

The working people of Soviet Sakhalin have con-
tributed more than 30,000,000 rubles to the Defense
Fund, the Soviet press reports. In addition, 733,000
rubles have been collected for construction of a
squadron of bomber planes. The island has sent over
20,000 gift packages to the men at the front.
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SOVIET CROPS “CHANGE ADDRESSES”
: By Academician D. N. Pryanishnikov

When the Nazis advanced into the Ukraine and
Byelorussia, large numbers of collective farmers left
their native villages for new homes in the Volga area,
Siberia, the Urals and Central Asia. They took with
them their skill in the cultivation of crops formerly
grown on & large scale in their own territory. Through
these farmers many plants of the Ukraine and Bye-
lorussia are now “changing their addresses” to the
Volga, the Urals and elsewhere.

Ukrainian farmers famed for their skill in culti-
vating sugar beet are now in the Volga area. They
have volunteered to help increase the acreage under
this crop so that our country, in spite of the tem-
porary seizure of part of the Ukraine by the Hit-
lerites, should not experience a sugar shortage. This
year the Volga collective farms, which before the
war hardly cultivated sugar beet, will plant many
thousands of acres to this crop. Sugar beet will like-
wise be cultivated for the first time in the irrigated
fields of Uzbekistan (Central Asia). An area of
more than 175,000 acres will be sown to the new
crop. In Kazakhstan up to 130,000 acres of fertile
irrigated land will be put under sugar beet. Accord-
ing to plans drawn up before the war, the area under
sugar beet in Central Asia was to have been ex-
tended only up to 112,500 acres by 1945. Sugar beet
cultivation is also to be considerably increased in
other eastern regions of the country, as, for example,
Altai Territory.

Nor is sugar beet alone in “changing its address”
this year. Flax, which occupies a sizeable area in
Byelorussia and the northwestern regions of the
RSFSR, is now moving to western Siberia; there
is much excellent land in the forest steppe zone suit-
able for the growing of fiber flax. The area under
flax seed is being extended in the steppelands beyond
the Volga. The scizure by the Nazis of certain dis-
tricts producing hemp is also being compensated for
in the East. As much as 625,000 acres of irrigated
land can be put under hemp in the Chu River Valley,
Central Asia, alone,

The history of the rubber bearing plant koksagyz
is interesting. Found growing wild in the moun-
tains of Central Asia, the plant was transformed
into a cultivated variety. It has been sown over a
large area by collective and state farms of the cen-
tral and western regions of the country, including
the drained swamplands of Byelorussia. Now kok-
sagyz is returning to its birthplace—to Kazakhstan,
Kirghizia and Uzbekistan—this time to the river
valleys. It will also be planted by collective farms
in the Volga area and Siberia.

Southern varieties of tobacco, which until now
were chiefly supplied by the Crimea, will be culti-
vated for the first time on a large scale by the col-
lective farms of Turkmenia.

Even such medicinal herbs as digitalis and bella-
donna, which at first glance might seem of secondary
importance, have not been forgotten. Formerly
medicinal plants were cultivated mainly in the south-
ern regions of the European part of the country. Now
certain districts of southern Siberia, as, for example,
Oirotia, are beginning to sow them.

Even in the far off Pamirs farmers who formerly
engaged almost exclusively in animal husbandry are
now reclaiming land for grain. They are clearing
the ground of stones and digging irrigation canals
on mountain slopes high above sea level. This is but
one of the many instances of the patriotic war effort
common to all the peoples of our country.

New Plants Discovered

Professor S. N. Kudryashov, of the Botanical In-
stitute of the Uzbek branch of the Academy of
Sciences of the USSR, reports that many valuable
varieties of wild plants were brought to light in
Uzbekistan last year. The finds were made by an
expedition of Soviet botanists sent to investigate new
sources of raw material among the republic’s rich
wild flora.

“The expedition covered a territory exceeding two
and a half million acres,” Kudryashov said. “One
of its most valuable discoveries was a new variety
of rubber bearing plant known as the tekesagyz. The
plant was found growing extensively in the Gissar
inouln?ain range at a height of 8,000 feet above sea
evel.’

Numerous plants were also discovered which can
serve as raw material for producing a wide selec-
tion of concentrates. Most widespread among these
was the wild rose, which is rich in Vitamin C, as
well as many varieties of essential oil, medicinal and
other plants. It is also expected that wild apple and
pear found growing on the spurs of the Tian Shan
Mountains can be used by the canning industry.
According to Kudryashov, preparations are under
way in the republic to gather these valuable wild
plants on a big scale.

* * %

TASS reports from Alexandria that the Germans
are recruiting Moorish troops in French Africa, espe-
cially former non-commissioned officers trained in the
French colonial army. Many of these troops are now
lodged in Foreign Legion barracks at Tangier. It i8
believed these recruits will be taken to France and
used as troops of occupation under German command,
thus releasing German units for service elsewhere.

Material in this Bulletin may be quoted or reproduced
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GERMANS TRANSFER DIVISIONS FROM FRANCE,
BELGIUM TO VORONEZH AREA

From the morning communique of the Soviet In-
formation Bureau, July 15:

During the night of July 14 our troops fought vio-
lent engagements with the enemy in the Voronezh
area and south of Boguchar. No changes took place
in other sectors of the front.

Incessant fighting with changing success is in pro-
gress in the Voronezh area. Attacking enemy troops
are suffering enormous losses and the Germans were
compelled to hastily transfer reserves from far be-
hind their lines to replace their decimated divisions.
Several divisions which arrived the other day from
France and Belgium have been registered.

In one sector our units repulsed an enemy attack
and launched a counter-attack. Violent fighting
lasted several hours. Having lost 11 tanks and hun-
dreds of officers and men, the Hitlerites were com-
pelled to retreat. In another sector a number of
enemy attacks were repulsed and six German tanks
destroyed by artillery and anti-tank rifles.

South of Boguchar our units continued tense fight- -

ing with attacking German troops. In one sector
one of our units checked the advance of an enemy
infantry regiment during the day and killed over
700 Germans. Three of our tanks destroyed five

German tanks, two anti-tank guns, killed more than
30 Hitlerites, and withdrew without any losses.

In three days of fighting in several sectors of the
Leningrad Front Red Army men destroyed two guns,
14 machine guns, 15 machine gun nests and three
trench mortars, blew up an ammunition dump and
destroyed 30 blockhouses and dugouts. The enemy
lost over 400 officers and men killed.

About one battalion of the enemy launched an
offensive in a sector of the Kalinin Front. OQur
units allowed the German infantry to cross the river
and then surrounded and annihilated 200 Hitlerites
and also took prisoners.

From the evening communique for July 14:

Very violent fighting continues in the Voronezh
area. One may form an idea of German losses in this
sector by the results of operations of one of our
formations. In the course of 10 days fighting in a
sector occupied by this formation the Germans lost
over 35,000 officers and men killed and wounded.
In addition, units of our formation destroyed 135
iield and 106 anti-tank guns, 157 tanks, 100 machine
guns, 11 armored cars, 115 trucks with supplies, and
222 carts.

INTERVIEW WITH SOVIET MUFTI
By Jean Richard Bloch

Ufa . . . Ever since my childhood this name has
evoked for me a sense of remote oriental mstery.
Indeed, Asia is not far away. A great stonec monu-
ment bearing the word “Europe” on its westorn face,
and “Asia” on its eastern, rears itself up ahout 189
miles from this town in the heart of the Urals.

Only yesterday Ufa was a small, sleeny provincial
town drowsing among the trees, remarkable for iis
fine carved wooden cottages. Lenin once went there
on a visit to Krupskaya when she was in exile. Today
Ufa is the cavital of the rich and busy autonomous
Republic of Bashkiria.

I had the honor of being received by the Mufti
Abdul Rahman Rassulayev, who has the right to sign
himself “Chief of the Central Council of Islamic Re-
ligious Centers in the USSR.” A person of impor-
tance. The sheik of Soviet Islam.

He occupies a large estate. On the entrance gate
facing the boulevard is an inscription in two lan-
guages: “Central Ecclesiastical Offices of the Mos-
lems of the USSR.” Beyond.the gate rise the green
cupola and minaret of a large 18th century mosque.

The Mufti received me in his library. The windows
opened on a garden plunged in the deep silence of
winter. On the wall hung a genecalogical tree, elab-
orately carved in wood. On a table below it stood
a typewriter of Turkish characters.

My host was a man of small height. He wore the
thin long beard of an old Bashkirian. But his eve
was young and lively and his complexion fresh. He
carried his 60 years with ease.

I had. hardly come into his presence before he put
a question to me: “You are a Frenchman? But to
what France do you belong? That of Vichy or
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De Gaulle?”” When I assured him that there were
not two Frances and that General De Gaulle ex-
pressed the sentiment of our entire nation, the Mufti
smiled. “I am glad of that. Over here we know
De Gaulle well, and follow his battles with sym-
pathy.”

Persecuted under Tsar

I marvelled at the clear understanding of events
displayed by the Mufti in this distant town. But
such an understanding is not remarkable among the
people of the Soviet Union, however remote.

I questioned the Mufti about his career. His father
was a sheik, a great scholar. When he sought to
spread the tenets of his faith among the Bashkirian
people and to give them instruction the Tsarist
authorities persecuted him. In 1873 he was con-
demned to eight years of exile.

My host showed me with pride the library he had
inherited, rich in ancient manuscripts in the Persian,
Turkish and Arabic languages. He spoke to me of
the difficult conditions that the Tsarist regime had
created for the Mohammedans. ‘“The exercise of our
faith was fettered in every way. Our clergy had to
get their living by working as agricultural laborers
at starvation wages.”

He graduated from the Cheliabinsk secondary
school in 1902, after which he devoted himself to the
study of geography and took his degree at Troitsk,
near the Kazakhstan frontier. But the Tsarist Gov-
ernment regarded with a severe eye the efforts of
Mohammedans, and particularly of the families of
sheiks, to acquire intellectual culture. He was in
constant danger of imprisonment and exile. Then
he went to work abroad, visiting Egypt, Syria, Tur-
key and Medina, and made a pilgrimage to Mecca.

This great scholar has a perfect knowledge of the
Arabie, Turkish, Persian, Russian and, of course, the
Tatar and Bashkirian languages. He is proud of
being a Mohammedan, proud of belonging to the
Bashkirian nation. “The Soviet regime,” he said to
me with vigor, “has done one thing which we Mo-
hammedans will never forget. It has accorded us
religious liberty and civil equality.

“1t was different before the Revolution. Could a
Mohammedan, for example, ever have dreamt of
participating in conferences at the Kremlin in Mos-
cow? Now Bashkirs, Tatars, Uzbeks and Turkmens
share in the sessions of the Supreme Soviet, in con-
gresses and other assemblies held in the Kremlin
Palace, on equal terms with their Russian, Ukrainian
and Byelorussian brothers.

Moslems Fight for USSR

“That is why the Soviet Union has become our
homeland. We cherish it. And when it is attacked

we all rise up in its defense. Qur people from Bash-
kiria, Crimea, Turkmenistan, Kirghizia and Kazakh-
stan are fighting so self-sacrificingly against Hitler’s
soldiers because they know that German fascism
would bring a regime a thousand times worse than
that of Tsarist days. We know the Germans consider
themselves a superior race privileged to govern the
entire world. Their victory would mean the enslave-
ment of millions of Mohammedans.”

In answer to a question, the Mufti explained to me
that he was not a state official. He had been elected
to his position in April 1936 by his peers, representa-
tives of councils of all the Mohammedan parishes, on
the death of his predecessor, the scholar Fahretdinor
Rizaeddin.

Delegates come to Ufa, the seat of the Mufti, from
all corners of the Soviet Union. His authority is
great and incontestable. “I have placed this author-
ity at the service of my motherland,” the Mufti told
me. “On July 18, 1941, the Central Ecclesiastical
Administration of the Mohammedans addressed an
appeal to all Mohammedans of the Soviet Union, call-
ing on them to struggle against the invader. I have
caused prayers to be said in mosques and homes. The
faithful have heeded me. Large quantities of pro-
duce and sums of money have been received to aid
the conduct of this just war. All our sons are in the
Red Army. Very often the names of Mohammedans
are to be found in the lists of war heroes. On each
occasion I rejoice deeply.”

My host showed me tracts in the Uzbek, Turk-
menian, Tajik and Persian languages, distributed by
his administration. These tracts cite the Koran
precept: “Love thy motherland, such is the duty of
the faithful . . . combat in the path of the Lord those
who combat thee, but be not unjust, for the Lord
loves not those who are unjust . . . Kill the enemy
wheresoever thou findest him, drive him out from
whence he would drive thee . . . Be indefatigable.
Seek not reconciliation with the enemy, and thou shalt -
conquer.”

The Mufti added: “The Germans have already
undertaken three crusades against Islam. This war
is the fourth.” He showed me a solemn appeal
addressed by the Central Council of Islamic Religious
Centers in the USSR to Mohammedans throughout
the world. It is written in Turkmenian and it calls
on the faithful to fight the Nazis everywhere.

I took my leave after a courteous ceremony of tea,
which the prelate was gracious enough to offer me.
As I made my way back to the hotel I passed a
platoon of Mohammedans in Red Army uniform, who
are defending both the faith of their fathers and the
homeland of their sons—the liberation of yesterday
and the liberty of today.
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RED ARMY MINE HUNTERS
By A. Shestak

Our sappers do not always meet the enemy face
to face on the battlefield. But between them a fierce
and mortal fight goes on day and night, as bitter and
ruthless as any waged by infantry in hand-to-hand
combat or cavalry in a dashing charge.

When the enemy retires he does his utmost to
retard our advancing units. His sappers mine
bridges and roads, concealing the little metal cases
in the ground or under the snow. They are invisible,
but they harbor death. Woe to him who steps on
a scarcely noticeable hump beneath which lies con-
cealed a little round box. When, because the road
has been mined, the infantry is forced to halt in its
pursuit of the enemy, our sappers go into action and
"'a silent contest begins ‘with the German sappers who
made the road impassable.

Several men form a line, four or five yards apart.
Each carries in his hands a mine detector—an in-
strument attached to a long pole. From a distance
they look like butterfly nets. The sapper wears head-
phones attached to the instrument by wire. They

comb the area, examining every inch of ground..

Some 50 or 60 paces behind them follows the squad
whose duty it is to render the mines harmless.

The advancing sapper hears a sharp buzzing in the
earphone. That means that beneath the snow at the
end of his instrument lies a metal box. He stops,
places a sign to indicate the spot and goes on his way.
The men following behind cautiously dig out the
mine and extract the detonator. This operation is
repeated until the whole locality has been cleared
and the road has been rendered safe for the infantry.

The Germans display considerable cunning in their
efforts to defeat the vigilance of the Soviet sappers.
They throw them off on false tracks, and it requires
ingenuity, intelligence and initiative to discover the
. enemy’s ruses and not fall into his trap. As a rule
the enemy’s artifices are quickly detected by our

sappers.

One day a road leading to a village had to be
investigated. The task was entrusted to an ex-
perienced mine hunter named Astov. Astov adjusted
his instrument and set out. Swinging a long pole
he probed the road, the sides and every hummock.
At a bend in the road his instrument began to hum.
Marking the spot, Astov proceeded further. He was
followed by two Red Army men; Illarionov and Zait-
sev. On reaching the spot marked by Astov they
began cautiously to dig in the snow, but instead of
a mine they found an empty tin can. A little farther
on Astov marked another spot but here, too, nothing
but an empty tin can was found.

“There is nothing but tin cans here. Is it worth
going on?’ questioned Zaitsev.

But Astov’s suspicions were aroused. “There is
some trap here. We must look more carefully,” he
said. The fears of the vigilant sapper proved well
founded. A few paces farther on he came upon an
g;l.ti(-itank mine. Tin cans had been dug in as a

ind.

Sometimes mines are laid in lines, sometimes in
checkerboard or some other pattern. The checker-
board order is the most common. The Germans are

. so fond of spacing their mines at accurate distances

from one another that many of our sappers began
to take it for granted. But one day Sergeant Smer-
dov found a mine field in which the mines had been
laid haphazardly—he found one in one spot, three
togetlher a little farther on, then again one, then a
couple.

The sapper’s work is difficult and dangerous. Perils
lurk for him at every step. Infantry and tanks may
be halted, but he must go forward and clear the way
for them, often under heavy fire. There is a saying:
“A sapper only makes a mistake once.” In the Red
Army the job of mine hunter is highly honored and
respected.

POSTMEN AT THE FRONT

The Soviet Government has awarded orders and
medals to a number of postmen who have specially
distinguished themselves in front-line service. The

- duty of these postmen is to deliver letters to the men

at the front, no matter where the addressee may
have been sent in the course of the fighting.

Recently a Soviet postman, Alexei Danilov, crawled
with his mailbag to an advanced position on the cen-
tral front just after an engagement had begun. Dani-
lov found Sergeant Libavin in a trench, handed him
a letter from his wife and daughter, and then, at the
commander’s signal, advanced with the unit to at-
tack a company of German automatic riflemen.

Many girls work as postmen. Some of them have
made as many as 40 trips to advanced positions under
heavy enemy fire.

* * %

At the request of British youth organizations, the
Anti-Fascist Youth Committee of the USSR has sent
to Great Britain a photographic exhibit showing
Soviet youth in action in the war against Hitler Ger-
many, a recent issue of the committee’s bulletin re-
ports. Hundreds of pictures taken in various sec-
tors of the front, towns and rural districts show
young Red Army men, sailors, guerrillas, farm and
industrial workers. A similar exhibit will be sent
to the United States.
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FRAUDULENT GERMAN CLAIMS AT RZHEV EXPOSED

Moscow, July 14, Soviet Information Bureauw: On
July 13 the High Command of the German fascist
army issued another fraudulent “Special Communi-
que” on a fresh “encirclement” and *“annihilation”
of Soviet troops. The German Information Bureau
alleges: “Southwest of Rzhev an offensive by German
troops resulted in the encirclement and annihilation
of several enemy infantrv and cavalry divisions and
a tank brigade. During this battle, which lasted 11
days, 30,000 prisoners, 218 tanks, 591 guns, and 1,300
machine guns and trench mortars were taken.”

Though, after a year of war between the Soviet
Union and Hitlerite Germany, the whole world is
satisfied that Hitler regularly and indefatigably lies
in his “special communiques,” in this case the Hit-
lerites have established a new record for shameless
falsification.

Between July 2 and 13 fighting indeed took place
in the area southwest of Rzhev. The Hitlerite troops
launched an offensive attempting to outflank one of
our formations and cut its communications. As a
result of the fighting against enemy forces superior
in numbers and tanks, our units, after inflicting

GERMANS CONSCRIPT N. Y. YOUTH

Moscow, July 13, Soviet Information Bureau: Pri-
vate Guenter Klueger, 5th Company, 458th Regiment,
258th German Infantry Division, said when cap-
tured:

“I lived in New York and went to Germany in the
summer of 1939. As soon as war broke out I was
interned in a camp. In April 1942 I was sent to the
Eastern Front. My family is in the United States
and I can say what I think without worrying about
their fate.

“The Hitlerite regime and fascist propaganda have
intimidated, duped and corrupted the Germans. Ac-
cording to my observations, a considerable number
of German soldiers are true robbers and highway-
men. They have lost all human semblance—pillage
and murder are matters of habit with them. Many
of the soldiers are carcer seckers, ready to commit
any vileness to be dccorated with an Iron Cross or
promoted to a non-commissioned officer.

“The soldiers have been assured that after the
war Germany would dominate the whole world, and
every soldier who distinguished himself at war would
then be appointed to responsible and profitable posi-
tions in the occupied countries. Some hate the Hit-
lerite regime and do not want to fight, but for the
time being they are powerless to do anything.”

heavy losses in manpower and equipment on the Ger-
mans and suffering considerable losses themselves,
were compelled to retreat and evacuate the defense
area they had occupied.

During the fighting our troops lost about 7,000
killed and wounded and 5,000 missing, of whom a
considerable part formed guerrilla detachments op-
erating behind the enemy lines. Our troops also lost
80 tanks, 85 guns and 200 machine guns.

During the same period of fighting southwest of
Rzhev, the Germans lost over 10,000 officers and men
in killed alone, over 200 tanks, over 70 guns, about
250 machine guns and trench mortars, 30 armored
cars and 50 planes.

These are facts, and no matter how much Hitler
and his underlings persist in the publication of var-
ious fairvtales about the progress and results of op-
erations, it is impossible for them to conceal the truth
that the Germans daily lose thousands upon thous-
ands of men on the Soviet-German front. This, de-
spite temvorary successes of the German troops.
gradually wears down the Hitlerite war machine and
prepares the ground for Germany’s defeat.

ATHLETES TRAIN RESERVES
By Petr Lebedev

Soviet athletic organizations are training well nre-
pared reserves for the Red Army and Navy. Ath-
letes seasoned in body and spirit are working in army
units and civilian military training groups. In the
military training scheme a large amount of time is
devoted to sports. From every Red Armv man the
front demands the ability to crawl skilfully, over-
come obstacles, camouflage, dig in, throw hand gre-
nades far and accurately, and master the use of the
dreaded Russian weapon, the bayonet. Athletes are
teaching the citizens of our country to do all these
things. Restoring of wounded fighters by curative
gymnastics is also part of their work.

Splendid initiative was displayed by the Leningrad
athletes in organizing the “thousanders” movement,
the members of which pledged themselves to train
at least a thousand men in military specialties. Many
of the ‘“thousanders” have already fulfilled their
pledges and the men trained by them are at the front.
Among the first “thousanders” were the national
champion record holder in javelin throwing, V. Alex-
eyev, who has trained 6,500 Red Army men; the
swimming star, V. Kitayev, who has trained 4, 300
and the gymnastics champion, 0. Bormotkin, who
has trained 2,474. Now the “thousanders’” move-
ment has greatly increased in scale, and thousands
of athletes all over the Soviet Umon are following
the example of Leningrad.

Material in this Bulletin may be quoted or reproduced
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DMITRI SHOSTAKOVICH

PORTRAIT OF A SOVIET CITIZEN
By David Rabinovich

It is a strange thing, but nobody who has seen
Shostakovich even fleetingly can forget him. There
is something childishly appealing about the slender,
frail figure, the delicate, refined features and re-
fractory, schoolboyish lock perpetually sticking up
from the top of his head. Only when you glance at
those intelligent, piercing eyes behind their large,
horn-rimmed spectacles do you realize that first im-
pressions are not always accurate. Then new asso-
ciations rise in your mind, and you recall the por-
traits of the romantic poets of the early 19th cen-
tury and the dreamy characters of romantic litera-

ture.

Even these impressions prove deceptive when veu
talk to Shostakovich. His speech is nervous at times,
even halting, but there is nothing romantic about
what he says. He will eagerly discuss yesterday’s
gsoccer game or invite you to a boxing match. He
has a passion for sports, though he himself never
‘engages in them except for the soccer referee train-
ing course in which he indulged three years ago.

Some time before the war broke out I received a
call from a fellow journalist, a staff member of the
newspaper Red Sports. He wanted to know if I was
acquainted with Shostakovich’s handwriting. Half
an hour later he arrived with a letter in the hand-
writing I was familiar with, in which Shostakovich
bitingly and very politely criticized an article on
soccer which had appeared in the columns of Red
Sports. 'The letter was published. A few weeks
later he wrote to the paper again. giving a highly
skilled and subtle analysis of a Leningrad soccer
game. Several more letters followed, to the delight
of the newspaper which had acquired so eminent and
unexpected a sports critic.

Matters went so far that one night, when the
newspaper had failed to receive from its regular
correspondent an account of an important game be-
tween the teams of two Leningrad clubs, a long dis-
tance call was put in to Shostakovich at his home.
The composer was in bed and his voice was sleepy
and highly annoyed when he answered. But the
moment he learned why he had been disturbed he
showed the liveliest interest and gave a detailed re-
port of the game, even to enumerating the names
of the substitute players and betraying anxiety that
they might be overlooked.

One day, almost on the eve of the war, Shostako-
vich and I were at a gathering of people we didn’t
know very well. The conversation limped along,
until a boxing match which had recently caused a
stir in Moscow was mentioned. Immediately Shos-
takovich became animated. He jumped up and eag-

erly argued that the defeat of the Leningrad favor-
ite was entirely due to chance. He described the
fight in detail and it was hard to believe that he
had not seen it.

Responsive to Criticism

Shostakovich’s interests are wide and he is un-
usually well informed. He is a subtle connoisseur of
the arts and has a wide cultural and political hori-
zon. He may often be seen at lectures on foreign
affairs or military subjects. He is very kind hearted
and responsive. Recently he received a large parce!
of nourishing food as a gift from some public society.
N e):it day it went by plane to his old nurse in Lenin-
grad.

Ie is attentive and appreciative of the works of
his colleagues in the arts and always ready to help
them with professional advice, letters of recommen-
dation or newspaper reviews. He is fully aware of
the value of his own talent, but popular recognition
has not turned his head. He has no vestige of pride
and is always ready to listen to criticism.

When I first heard the finale of his Scventh Sym-
phony played on the piano, it seemed to me its idea
was somewhat at variance with the general concep-
tion of the work and that perhaps it was a mistake
to devote so much time to the andante passages in
the finale. I now willingly admit my error—when
I heard the symphony played by an orchestra I real-
ized at once that the composer was absolutely right
and that the finale is perhaps the most perfect part
of the symphony. But at the time I frankly and
bluntly expressed my doubts to Shostakovich, and
with his usual modesty he replied, “I am convinced
my idea is right, but I must have failed somewhere.
I shall have to think over the finale again.”

The composer is passionately fond of his two chil-
dren, a boy, Maxim, and a girl, Galva. They are
charming but rather boisterous children, and it must
be humanly impossible to compose music in their
presence. This doesn’t prevent young Maxim from .
r%ferring to the Seventh Symphony as “our sym- '
phony.”

Shostakovich is constitutionally incapable of re-
maining away from his children for any length of
time. When he went to Moscow from Kuibyshev, -
his temporary war residence, to attend the perform- :
ances of his Seventh Symphony, he suddenly an- |
nounced his intention of returning to his family
after the first two concerts.

The svmphony was an immense success. Leading .
newspapers devoted whole columns to it, and the !

(Continued on page four)
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AN INTERVIEW WITH THE COMPOSER’'S WIFE

“We first met 15 years ago,” said Nina Shostako-
vich, wife of the composer, in an interview given to
the Soviet press. “Dmitri had just returned from
an international competition of musicians in Poland,
where he won a certificate of honor. We were both
studying at the Physio-mathematics Department of
Leningrad University.

“He was a very bashful, modest young man, but
with all this he was already fully matured as a man
and musician. He was particularly proficient in math-
ematics and the exact sciences; on the other hand,
he did not like foreign languages.

“In 1922, when Dmitri was 16, his father died-and
the family found themselves in straitened circum-
stances. The composer began his working life in
the capacity of piano player in a small Leningrad
movie house. But this career was destined to failure.
Dmitri’s direct, spontaneous nature caused his down-
fall. An American comedy was being shown with
huge success three times daily. Every time certain
scenes flashed on the screen, the piano was silent and
the audience heard the piano player burst into laugh-
ter, enjoying the antics of the comedian. For this
unseemly behavior, the administration decided to
part company with the youthful pianist.

“Since we first met, the years have changed Dmitri
very little. Perhaps he has acquired somewhat more
dignity and is less tempestuous and nervous. Five
years after we met, we were married. Dmitri is
very devoted to his family, especially to our children.
But his life is by no means confined to his family and
personal well being. He simply can’t exist without
the radio and newspapers. I think he subsecribes to
(Iajve_ry newspaper published throughout the Soviet

nion.

Works While Children Play

“Our two children, Galya and Maxim, are fair-
haired and blue-eyed, like their daddy. As yet we
aren’t attempting to make musicians of them, but
nonetheless they both perkily and fairly accurately
sing some of his melodies, even his symphonic works.
Their most popular tune just now is the theme from
the first movement of the Seventh Symphony. They
often beg their father to play for them and they
clamber onto the lid of the grand piano and sit as
quiet as mice, all ears. We even took them with us
to the general rehearsal of the Seventh Symphony.
There they sat in the director’s box, and when Pro-
fessor Samosud, the conductor, asked them ‘What
have you come to listen to? they replied ‘Our sym-
phony.” But in the middle of the first movement
Maxim suddenly started ‘conducting’” with such des-
perate energy that he had to be taken home.

“How does Dmitri work? Well, he demands no
‘special’ working conditions. He just sits down at

his writing desk and writes—morning, noon, eve-
nings. At night he sleeps. If it isn’t singing or
shouting, noises don’t affect him at all. The door of
the room where he works is usually open, and often
the children romp around in his room. Sometimes
Galya climbs onto his knees while he is composing,
but in such cases she sits quietly. While Dmitri was
finishing the final bars of the Seventh Symphony, for
instance, friends who had come in were chatting and
joking in the room where he sat. He composes
swiftly, writing the score straight through, usually
without changes or deletions. Dmitri has a great
capacity for work and once having started a com-
position he is wholly engrossed.

“Even during air raids he seldom stopped work-
ing. If things began looking too hot, he calmly fin-
ished the bar he was writing, waited until the page
dried, neatly arranged what he had written, and
took it down with him into the bomb shelter. When-
ever he was absent from home during an air raid
alarm he always phoned me asking me not to forget
to take his manuscripts down into the shelter.

“He is highly ecritical toward his work, particu-
larly from the viewpoint of time. Once the work is
finished, he cools down, so to say, to again warm up
and become entirely engrossed with the next work.
He almost never reverts to what he has already
written and, therefore, already experienced. It is
far simpler for him to write anew than to remould
a finished work. The Fourth Symphony, for example,
never saw daylight because the instrumentation of a
few bars of the finale failed to satisfy Dmitri and
he could not contemplate rewriting them.

Reluctant to Leave Leningrad

“For a long time my husband could not reconcile
himself in thought to the necessity of leaving Lenin-
grad. The tense battle for existence waged by his
native city, the particularly close companionship un-
der strenuous wartime conditions—all this made him
suffer keenly in the unaccustomed safety of Kuiby-
shev, far from the front lines.

“One of Dmitri’s distinguishing characteristics is
his extraordinary, almost bureaucratic conscientious-
ness and scrupulousness in whatever he may be en-
gaged. When the Conservatory fire-fighting brigade
of which he was a member was barracked, he punc-
tiliously obeyed all regulations and flatly refused
repeated suggestions that special allowance be made
for him. If anti-typhoid vaccinations are announced,
Dmitri is sure to be the first to arrive, and sometimes
the only one to show up. At concerts he arrives be-
fore the cloakroom attendant, and always turns up
ahead of time for duty at the Composers’ Union. He
is always afraid of being late.

‘“He is terribly enthusiastic about whatever he is
doing. He is a great sports fan. Before the war,

(Continued on page seven)
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PORTRAIT OF A SOVIET CITIZEN
(Continued from page two)

composer was besieged by the press. The symphony
became an integral part of the political as well as
the cultural life of the embattled country. This
meant much to Shostakovich, for besides being a
.splendid composer he is first and foremost a citizen
of his country.

The war convincingly proved this. The day after
the Germans attacked the Soviet Union, Shostako-
vich volunteered for the Red Army. He was re-
jected, not so much on account of his poor eyesight
as because nobody had any doubt that the place of
such a talented composer, the pride of Soviet music,
was not at the front.

Joins People’s Guard

After Stalin’s address to the country on July 3,
1941 Shostakovich announced his intention of join-
ing the People’s Guard. He and the popular actor
Nikolai Cherkasov headed the Leningrad People’s
Guard Theater. He drew up the first programs, in-
defatigably wrote music and edited and orches-
trated the work of others. He also wrote two pa-
triotic songs, one of which, Vow to the People’s
Commissar, was soon being sung all over the country.

When the Germans were drawing near Leningrad,
Shostakovich began training in home defense. Chair-
man of the Board of Examiners of the Composers’
School of the Leningrad Academy of Music, he be-
came a volunteer fire fighter and took up permanent
quarters in the Academy in order to help protect
from incendiary bombs the building in which he had
spent his musical childhood.

It was there that he conceived the idea of the
Seventh Symphony. It was written with unparal-
leled speed. By the end of September he had com-
pleted the score of the first three movements, which
take 52 minutes to perform. The symphony was
conceived amid the perils, hardships and privations
of a besieged fortress. Shostakovich drew his energy
and inspiration from the supreme self-sacrifice of
Leningrad’s citizens. He said jestingly that he
wanted to reply to Hitler’s blitzkrieg with a “blitz-

symphony.”

The composer did not leave his piano and writing
table even during air raids. This was not bravado;
he was physically incapable of tearing himself away
from the music. “Music gushed out of me irre-
sistibly,” he subsequently said of these weeks of
amazing creative activity.

He firmly rejected all suggestions that he should
move to Moscow and was determined to stay in his

native city to the last. He left Leningrad at the be-
ginning of October only on express orders of the
Soviet Government.

His arrival in Moscow was awaited with profound
anxiety. It was terrible to think that a stray bullet
or chance bomb splinter might put an end to the life
of this man. At last he arrived with his wife and
two children and the score of the first three move-
ments of his symphony. He stayed at the Moscow
Hotel, and the next day I had a long conversation
with him, an unforgettable conversation.

Symphony of Soviet People

He talked about the men and women of Leningrad.
those ordinary Soviet citizens before whose heroism
he bowed in admiration; of two girls who captured
a fascist saboteur, of women who were ready to tear
to pieces anyone who ventured to breathe that Lenin-
grad might fall into German hands. He talked about
his visit to the front lines, of the fighting spirit of
our men and their invincible confidence that Lenin-
grad would never fall.

Then his thoughts involuntarily turned to his sym-
phony. I realized why this was so when he played
it to me on the piano a little later. Yes, this was &
symphony about the men and women of the Soviet
land and our times; of their happiness won in battle
and their labor; of the heartless, implacable foe; of
heroism; of bitterness and grief; of bereavement,
of faith in victory. The symphony embodied the
thoughts and feelings of millions.

The composer, when he wrote his work, shared
with us his reflections on the “fateful moments of
this life.” He looked upon the world with the same
eyes as we, but saw it more clearly; he sensed the
world with the same heart as we, but sensed it more
deeply and profoundly. The tragic shocks of war
brought to full fruition the grandeur which had
always lived in the soul of Shostakovich, the man,
citizen, composer. For if it is correct to say (as
undoubtedly it is) that Shostakovich’s Fifth Sym-
phony is the story of the birth of a new personality.
that his Sizth Symphony resembles a page from a
diary in which a transformed individual turns from
lofty philosophical contemplation of his past spiritual
life to the realities of life and its joys, then the
Seventh Symphony depicts the same individual in
the face of grim, momentous events.

Together with the people, the hero of Shostako-
vich’s majestic symphonic trilogy traversed a hard,
intricate road. These three symphonies are the
biography of a Soviet citizen. In a sense they
are also the biography of the composer himself—
the portrait of a splendid artist, a patriot, a son
of the great Russian people.
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SHOSTAKOVICH’S CREATIVE DEVELOPMENT
By D. Rabinovich and S. Schlifstein
Distinguished Soviet Music Critics

One day many years ago student delegates went
to the director of a certain educational institution

and said: “Our city is going through a very difficult -

time along with the rest of the country. We know
this, and we know that the limited resources and
provisions remaining after five years of war fought
on Russia’s fields must be distributed primarily
among those who are defending our young republic.
Nevertheless, we are asking you to include one young
student from the conservatory on the list of those
who, having shown outstanding abilities in science
and art, are guaranteed special rations in accord-
ance with instructions issued by the Government and
Comrade Lenin personally.”

The director of the conservatory, a composer
whose name is known all over the world, decided the
question promptly: “Academicians’ rations are not
intended for youngsters of 13, but this is an excep-
tional case. This boy’s gifts are phenomenal, com-
parable to Mozart’s. Here is our music’s future. I
would willingly give up my own rations in his favor.”

This took place at the Petrograd Conservatory in
1919. The director was Alexander Glazunov. The
18-year-old boy of whom they were speaking was
Dmitri Shostakovich.

Premiere of Seventh Symphony N

The concert was nearly over. Three movements of
the monumental symphonic composition had already
been performed and the finale was just beginning.
The audience that crowded the concert hall to over-
flowing held its breath as it listened to the conclusion
of that impressive musical epic narrating the Soviet
people’s war against Hitlerite Germany.

Suddenly a man in uniform with a gas mask slung
over his shoulder appeared on the stage and tried to
address the audience. He whispered something to
the conductor, but, stopped by an imperious gesture,
paused expectantly. Something very serious must
have happened, that was clear. But it was also clear
that this astounding composition must be played till
the image of victory, culminating and illuminating
the whole symphony, appeared.

The audience sat still, listening tensely while the
ode to victory and triumph poured from the stage.
The last exulting chords died away—the symphony
was over. There was a second’s pause while people
got their breath, then a thunderous ovation. The
audience was on its feet, calling for the composer.
He came out and stood by the conductor’s desk—a

rather short man, lean, almost frail, with a sharp
face and rough hair that stood up obstinately un-
manageable like that of a small boy. He seemed
dumbfounded—not by his success, that was not the
chief thing at that moment. Like the audience he
was carried away by the feeling that stirred them all.

Then the man in uniform stepped to the edge of
the platform, raised his hand and, enforcing silence
with some difficulty, said: *“Citizens, keep calm, pre-
serve order. An air raid alert has been announced.”

A burst of laughter greeted this. “We know all
about it! Author! Author!”

The composer was called a second, third, tenth
time. This was more than an ovation for a musician
—it was a patriotic demonstration. The Soviet peo-
ple were expressing more than their impression of
the music’s beauty. They were expressing their own
resolve to defend to the last their love for their coun-
tr)i-—their scorn of the Nazi vandals, destroyers of
culture.

No one attempted to leave the concert hall. Out-
side anti-aircraft guns rumbled and thundered. The
people whose story had received such a beautiful and
inspired narration in the symphony were defending
their city, their people and country.

That concert took place in the Hall of Columns in
Moscow, and it was Shostakovich’s Seventh Sym-
phony that was being performed.

Early Works

Shostakovich wrote his First Symphony as a
diploma work on graduating from Professor Maxi-
milian Steinberg’s class in composition  and theory
in 1925. He was only 19 then, but that was not his
debut. The symphony had been preceded by several
other works, including two scherzos for orchestra,
eight piano preludes, a theme with variations for
orchestra, three fantastic dances, a sonata for two
pianos, a piano trio and three pieces for violincello.

His first published work, marked Opus 1, was
called Three Fantastic Dances. The symphony was
Opus 10, but it was from this work that the young
composer’s renown dates. It was first performed in
1926 and was included in the repertories of conduc-
tors as famous as Arturo Toscanini, Bruno Walter,
Otto Klemperer and Leopold Stokowski.

The symphony’s success was a tremendous en-
couragement to the young composer and inaugur-
ated years of great creative activity. He tried his

(Continued on page six)
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CREATIVE DEVELOPMENT
(Continued from page five)

hand at nearly every musical form. In a compara-
tively short space of time two new symphonies ap-
peared. The second, “Dedication to October,” was
" written in honor of the 10th anniversary of the Oc-
tober Revolution, and the third, “May Day,” was
written in 1930.

At the same time Shostakovich wrote two ballets—
Golden Age and Bolt; finished his opera, Nose, writ-
ten around Gogol’s tale; and began work on an opera,
Katherina Izmailova, the subject taken from Lady
Macbeth of Mtsensk, a story by the well known Rus-
sian writer Leskov. He also wrote something for
string octet and composed a good deal of theater
music—for the Vakhtangov Theater’s production of
Hamlet and for the film Golden Mountains.

A gifted pianist, Shostakovich graduated from
Professor Leonid Nikolayev’s class and participated
with success in the first international contest held in
1927. He composed a great deal for piano:
Aphorism, a cycle of piano sonatas, 24 preludes, and
finally a concerto.

Seeks New Paths

His style acquired a distinctive quality of its own.
The refinement and polish of this early period is ac-
companied by remarkable freedom of expression.
At the same time it is laconic, with a wealth of in-
vention, scintillating with vivid imagery and brilliant
orchestration.

Interest in Shostakovich deepened with the ap-
ance of each new work. It would be incorrect,

owever, to suppose that his creative development

followed a steadily rising line. He left the old beaten
paths and sought for new. The innovative nature
of his talent impelled him to make experiments which
were not infrequently attended by risk. It was a
path along which both happy discoveries and pitfalls
awaited him; he knew dazzling success and the bit-
terness of failure.

In his Fifth Symphony, which was performed in
public in 1937, the composer disclosed a strong per-
sonality won through struggle, suffering and over-
coming of doubts, finally attaining the free and joy-
ous triumph of the human mind. With the Fifth
Symphony high ethical principle, philosophic inten-
gity and definite elucidation of musical idiom made
their appearance. It is remarkable, moreover, that
the composer, while prescrving his own inimitable
manner of artistic expression, was able to sub-
ordinate it to the problem of embodying noble
humanistic ideals.

The String Quartet in 1938, the Sixth Symphony
in 1939 and the Piano Quintet in 1940 mark further
stages in the crystallization of Shostakovich’s new
style. The quartet, now tenderly lyrical, now pen-

sive, now light hearted with something of a child’s
gleefulness, asserted in the finale the birth in the
composer’s soul of a new set of feelings and images
differing sharply from those characteristic of Shos-
takovich at a period when some of his creative work
was a failure. In all these works Shostakovich is
seen as a daring innovator and at the same time an

_ inheritor of lofty traditions of classic art, with which

his instinct for beauty and the spiritual grandeur of
his personality give him kinship.

Highest Soviet Honors Awarded

The period that begins with 1937 is marked by the
increasing interest and sympathy of Soviet audiences
for Shostakovich’s work. These were years when his
successful musical settings to films—the Maxim
trilogy and The Great Citizen—won the composer the
Order of the Red Banner of Labor, and his Piano
Quintet brought him a Stalin Prize. He received a
second Stalin Prize in 1942 for his Seventh Sym-
phony. His native city elected him a deputy to the
Supreme Soviet. There is not a symphony orchestra
in the country that does not include Shostakovich’s
symphonies in its repertory, and not a conductor who
has not conducted his works. '

Today humanism is under arms, defending culture
from fascist obscurantism. Today beauty has es-
caped from the narrow bounds of lyrical emotion and
has become a weapon, throwing the monstrous de-
formities of Hitlerism into stronger relief and ex-
posing them more mercilessly. Shostakovich’s Seventh
Symphony was written in besieged Leningrad. It is
a poem of recent days and expresses infinite love for
man and infinite hatred for his enemies. A world of
lofty impulses and noble endeavor is opposed to in-
sensate, bestial, implacable elements in this sym-
phony.

The Seventh Symphony is a narrative chronicle
of the days of the siege of Leningrad. As Dmitri
Shostakovich has said: “It is these people, commonly
spoken of as ordinary people, whom I love with all
my soul and for whom I feel the most profound sym-
pathy and admiration.”

* * *

In the Seventh Symphony we feel the heavy, brutal
tread of a relentless enemy, evil exultant cries of the
fascist beasts; we hear the cries and groans of the
doomed and tortured, and share the composer’s wrath
and indignation. Our souls are torn with grief and
anguish and suffering. We love the composer for his
portrayal of the people, whose lives and thoughts and
aspirations are part of this symphony; we pause with
him to reflect with faint sadness on the past, and with
him firmly believe in the tremendous power of pro-
gressive mankind, which is rallying its forces to
crush sanguinary Hitlerism and celebrate its victory
over the fascist monster.

(By a Soviet Music Critic)
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THE COMPOSER’S EARLY YEARS

Dmitri Shostakovich was born in 1906 into the
family of an employee of the Chamber of Weights
and Measures.

His parents were great lovers of music. Sophia
Shostakovich, the composer’s mother, studied in the
piano class at a conservatory. She gave up her
music studies, however, after her marriage, and de-
voted practically all her time to her home and chil-
dren. But these domestic cares did not diminish
her passionate love for music and she insisted that
all her children receive a musical education. Her
oldest daughter, Maria, was graduated from the
Leningrad Conservatory and became a teacher of
musie, her son Dmitri also finished the Conservatory
and the youngest daughter, Zoe, is studying singing.

“I became a musician by pure accident,” the com-
poser says of himself. “If it had not been for my
mother, I would probably never have become one.
I had no particular inclination for music. I cannot
recall a single instance when I evinced any interest
in or listened to music when someone was playing
at home. My mother was quite anxious, however,
that all her children be, even in a small way, musi-
.cians; each of us, upon reaching the age of nine, took
his place at the piano. This is what was done in the
cgsti qf my older sister, myself, and my younger
sister.

From his very first lessons, Dmitri displayed a
highly retentive memory for music and an unusual
faculty for quickly mastering notes. Within a few
months after he began taking music lessons, he could
play Haydn and Mozart with perfect assurance.

His extraordinary memory for music greatly
helped him at this time. He did not have to spend
hours learning musical pieces, which would have
been necessary had he played by notes. It sufficed
for his mother to play some composition and he re-
tained it in his memory and played it entirely by
heart at his next lesson.

Dmitri’s unusual progress induced his parents to
pay particular attention to his musical education.
In 1916 he entered Ignat Glyasser’s private music
school for children. At the same time Dmitri was
studying at a commercial school. Following the
October Revolution, Shostakovich began to study in
a Soviet school where he was active as an organizer
of student concerts. He studied well and was greatly
interested in mathematics and literature. Music,
however, fascinated him still more and he resolved
to devote his life to it.

In 1919 he entered the Leningrad Conservatory.
Glazunov, Director of the Conservatory at the time,
had a high opinion of Shostakovich’s unusual talent
and recommended that the boy study not only piano

b}:;c e‘;;.lso composition. Shostakovich’s fate was de-
Cl .

During his years of study at the conservatory,
Shostakovich was a frequent and ardent attendant

of symphony concerts and of the opera. He heard
Chaliapin in all his roles and Yershov, whom he
greatly admired, in his entire Wagnerian repertory.
This was followed by a period of passionate interest
in Tchaikovsky. These absorbing interests did not,
however, hinder the boy from making a profound
and serious study of a vast number of musical pieces
by various composers. On returning from a concert,
he would analyze what he had just heard, at the
piano and by the orchestra score, playing some parts
over several times.

In 1923 Shostakovich completed his studies at the
conservatory in the piano class under Professor
Nikolayev and in 1925, the class in composition un-
der Professor Steinberg (harmony, instrumentation
and practical composition), and under Professor
Sokolov in the remaining theoretical subjects.

At the beginning of his career Shostakovich was
strongly influenced by the urbanistic West European
music of the day. After 1928-29, a decisive tendency
toward overcoming these influences is to be noted
in Shostakovich’s work, a turn toward a deepening
of social themes and a realistic depiction of actuality.
Shostakovich’s compositions, distinguished by force-
ful mastery, are marked by strong willed intensity
and clarity of constructive moments.

INTERVIEW WITH WIFE

(Continued from page three)

heat or cold, rain or snow, there was not one soccer,
ice hockey or boxing match he would miss. As
a conservatory student he would even shirk a lesson
to run off to the stadium. At home, in Leningrad,
he instituted a special ‘debit-credit ledger’ in which
he would diligently enter all games won or lost by
all the soccer teams during the current sports sea-
son. From various towns to this very day soccer
players keep Dmitri fully posted on the ‘situation.’
He is very fond of volleyball, is an enthusiastic
player, and doesn’t brook any disrespect toward this
game. His favorite entertainment is the circus. At
one time he went in for motoring. With his usual
punctiliousness he got his driver’s license, but was
too cautious a driver. When he drives, for example,
he never takes the children.

“Chekhov, Gogol, Saltykov-Shchedrin and Mau-
passant are his favorite authors.

“What else can I tell you about Dmitri? He’s un-
usually modest, and, putting it mildly, he doesn’t like
performing at concerts. He's always highly agitated
when he gives a public performance. But his great-
est bane is having to be filmed. He can’t stand being
photographed either. The result is a scowling face.
There's only one single ‘unique’ snapshot in existence
of Dmitri laughing. I took that myself,” concluded
Nina Shostakovich with a smile,



8 INFORMATION BULLETIN, EMBASSY OF USSR

REHEARSING THE SEVENTH SYMPHONY
By Samuel A. Samosud

People’s Artist of USSR, Art Director and Conductor
of the Academic Bolshoi Theater, Stalin Prize Winner

For 38 years, nearly a third of the century, I have
worked as a conductor. For 18 years I played in the
orchestra. But this was the first time I saw an
orchestra of professional musicians of long stand-
ing perform in a state of agitation verging on tears.
That was how the musicians in the orchestra of the
Bolshoi Theater of the USSR were stirred when they
played Dmitri Shostakovich’s Seventh Symphony.

Likewise profoundly stirred and deeply apprecia-
tive were the Red Army men and commanders who
came from the front expressly to attend the concert
in Moscow. Such was the powerful effect of this
magnificent work.

Rehearsing the works of Shostakovich—and I
have had the honor and artistic satisfaction of being
the first conductor to perform all his major works—
differs essentially from rehearsing works of other
contemporary composers, who often perfect their
works during orchestral rehearsals.

Shostakovich’s works are technically faultless. He
is an incomparable master of counterpoint. Each
line of his is the last word in orchestration and can
hardly be improved upon. Rehearsing the Seventh
Symphony consisted primarily in the strenuous and
tireless search for monumental style, for the expres-
sion of a patriotic idea.

Lyrical dramatism has always characterized the
renditions of our orchestra of the Bolshoi Theater
of the USSR. The:Seventh Symphony, however, re-
quires something different. This by no means im-
plies that Shostakovich’s music lacks emotion or—
may I be forgiven for using this word—sentiment.
Shostakovich possesses these qualities, but at the
same time his style is severe and laconic.

To Shostakovich music is a world of lofty and, I
would say, tragic feelings. He gives expression to
the profoundest and most stirring human passions;
even the grotesque in his music contains an element
of the tragic. At the same time what noble exalta-
tion, what a wealth of joyful and pure feeling there
is in his works! In Kuibyshev we had 40 rehearsals
before the performance, which takes altogether an
hour and 26 minutes. Some measures the orchestra
had to repeat 150 or 200 times.

The composer himself—an extremely exacting ar-
tist—regularly attended rehearsals and took an ac-
tive part in them. He relentlessly insisted that the
orchestra strictly follow the directions in his score,
particularly as regards the tempo.

During rehearsals we succeeded in hitting upon
several happy idcas. As an example I might cite

the concluding part of the first movement, where the
author reverts to the war theme—sounds of trumpets
warn, as it were, that war is not over and danger
still threatening. But the trumpet that played this
strain in the orchestra did not produce the neces-
sary impression of distance, and we placed a trum-
peter apart from the orchestra behind the curtain.
The composer warmly approved of this idea.

The first open performance of the Seventh Sym-
phony in Kuibyshev was given a reception that as-
sumed the proportions of a powerful demonstration
of the patriotism of the Russian people and indicated
that this was a momentous day for Russian culture.
Many Americans attended the first performance.
They too were enthusiastic. When Shostakovich ap-
peared on the stage, American journalists were
frankly surprised at the sight of his slight figure and
pale, youthful face. .

Yes, in everyday life Shostakovich is an ordinary
young man of our time. But he is the son of a great
people. When his country, with the entire world,
was faced with the grim danger of fascist slavery,
Shostakovich’s genius rebelled and began to burn
with a mighty flame. It is the Russian people and
all progressive mankind, all who love liberty and cul- .
ture, that inspired Shostakovich’s brilliant hymn to
the defenders of his country and his scathing curse

" upon the bloodthirsty robbers of the swastika.

I am confident that this hymn to freedom and light
will sound in the United States with the same irre-
gistible force as it has in Soviet Russia, where it
thundered like a grim knell of doom for the fascist
barbarians.

SHOSTAKOVICH DESCRIBES NEW SYMPHONY

A central place in the first part of the symphony
is given to a requiem in memory of the heroes who
sacrificed their lives so that justice and reason might
triumph. A single bassoon mourns the death of the
heroes, followed by a lyrical conclusion. The war
theme does not reappear until the very end of the
first part.

The second part is a scherzo recalling glorious epi-
sodes of the recent past. The thrill of living, the
wonder of nature—this is the meaning of the third
part, which is an andante. This part leads directly
into the fourth, which, with the first, is the funda-
mental part of the symphony. The first part is de-
voted to the struggle and the fourth is devoted to
the victory. A moving and solemn theme rises to
the apotheosis of the whole composition—the pre-
sentiment of victory.

Material in this Bulletin may be quoted or reproduced
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variety needed, and finally, the location of the deposits
and transportation facilities to the plants using them.

Years of thorough work was put into the investiga-
tion of these problems in all countries after the first
World War. As a result we have a voluminous litera-
ture on the subject and its various phases, including
such profound works as that of the American geo-
logist and economist Rausch, who outlined the solution
of the problem for the United States. The detailed
research of the German geologist Freidenburg deter-
mined the path taken by German aggression and its
seizure of raw material resources in the Scandinavian
countries and the Balkans. Many detailed investiga-
tions were conducted in Great Britain, France, and
here in the Soviet Union. But no matter how many-
sided the treatment given the question in this mass
of books, articles and papers, the sweep of the war has
proven to be much greater than was expected. The
demands presented for raw materials have by far ex-
ceeded the most audacious expectations of the biggest
experts in the field.

Germany, Case in Point

Take Germany, for instance. She equipped 240
divisions for the campaign against France and Bel-
gium, but to launch the perfidious attack on the USSR
in June 1941, she and her vassals had fitted out up to
400 divisions, in part much more highly mechanized
than on the Western Front.

f

For such an army of 800-400 divisions with cor-
responding tank and air strength a colossal quantity
of raw materials is required every year. The follow-
ing may be presented as the approximate figures:
about 30,000,000-40,000,000 tons of steel, 25,000,000
tons of oil and its by-products, more than 200,000,000
tons of coal, about 2,000,000 tons of manganese, about
600,000 tons of chrome ore, 400,000 tons of copper,
300,000 tons of lead, 20,000 tons of nickel, 10,-
000 tons of tungsten, 5,000 tons of molybdenum, ete.

As high as these figures are, they by no means are
the ceiling, for we know that the United States, for
instance, is working for a steel figure three times as
high—110,000,000 tons a year. Along with the out-
put of steel, the production of the various alloy metals
needed for turning common steel into armor plating
and armor piercing steel is going up. This item in-
cludes thousands and tens of thousands of tons of
valuable and rare metals; chrome and nickel, tungsten
and molybdenum, vanadium and niobium.

All these figures considerably exceed normal pre-
war production. To produce 100,000,000 tons of steel,
no less than 200,000,000 tons of iron ore must be
mined, and both ore and rcady steel transported first
to steel mills and then to plants turning out engines
of war. No less staggering a number of railway
trains and tens of millions of tons of shipping are

nceded to deliver the finished product to the armies
in the field.

Battle for Quantity

Many of these figures are far in excess of the
capacity of the operating mines. Hence tremendous
effort must be exerted to extract this quantity of
metal, minerals, salts, coal, etc., concentrating the
main efforts and equipment on those branches which
must be boosted in the first place. It is quantity, some-
times even more so than quality, that is decisive;
hence the battle for the required quantities of raw
materials. This battle began much before the out-
break of the war, and took the form of development
of domestic resources by each country, imports from
abroad and setting up of stocks, conclusion of deals
with neighboring countries, and economic and po-
litical preparation often conducted in great secrecy
for the seizure of necessary deposits.

Only now are we coming to appreciate the great
variety of methods employed by Germany to acquire
the strategic raw materials she needed. To gain their
ends, the Nazis employed bribery and acts of diver-
sion, bought up the stock of foreign firms, and made
eccnomic domination over South America, the Scan-
dinavian and Balkan countries the aim of their state
policv. All these schemes followed a definite plan
directed at insuring Germany a sufficiency of raw
materials for waging war. This aim, however, was
not attained, for the fascists direly miscalculated as
to the duration of the war and the stiff resistance of
the Red Army in the east.

Most Urgent Problem

The mobilization of sufficient raw material reserves
and the supply of war plants with raw materials con-
stitute one of the most difficult and urgent problems
of the moment. It was not by chance that as far back
as last September a conference of the Soviet Govern-
ment and Lord Beaverbrook and Mr. Harriman rep-
resenting Great Britain and the United States was
held in Moscow to solve this problem. o

On the other hand, the struggle to cut Germany’s
raw material supplies is likewise developing. The
British bombing raids on the Rhine valley and par-
ticularly the Ruhr with its coal mines and synthetic
oil works, the blows delivered at Greece and the Greek
islands, the spread of the guerrilla movement in Yugo-
slavia and the constantly increasing difficulties in
transporting materials from Norway, are making
serious inroads on German economy.

These are all different facets of the effort being
made to cut Germany’s supplies of coal and oil from
the Rhine region and Rumania, molybdenum, iron and
nyrites supplies from Norway, copper, lead and zinc
from Yugoslavia, and chrome, nickel and aluminum
ore {rom Greece. That is how in outline the matter
stands with regard to the battle for quantity of
strategic raw materials.
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BLINDED TANK DRIVER FIGHTS ON

VORONEZH AREA, July 19, Krasnaia Zvezda: Cov-
ertly, along winding gulleys, a group of giant KV
tanks approached the enemy lines. It was only neces-
sary to cross the wide rye field which stretched in-
nocently serene before them. The tankists knew how
deceptive such serenity can be, but they plunged
boldly ahead. A few seconds later the bursting of
shells made it clear that this was a field of enemy
anti-tank guns. Later it was estimated that about
100 anti-tank guns were concealed in a field only three
miles long and a mile and a half wide.

Mechanic Sharonov, driving one of the KV’s, peered
through the observation slit. Then, as if unaware of
the enemy gun to the left of him, he speeded up his
tank and almost passed it. Suddenly making a turn
at full speed, he charged the gun, felt it collapse under
the caterpillar treads of the tank. Thus Sharonov’s
tank crushed four anti-tank guns and mortars.

Suddenly Sharonov’s tank shuddered as if a terrific
blow had struck it. A fountain of flame rose in front
of the observation slit. A shell had hit the lower part
of the tower. Sharonov’s hands involuntarily released
the control levers. His helmet seared his head, as if
it were on fire. A terrible pain stabbed at his eyes.
He strained his gaze in the direction of the observation
slit, through which a second before he had seen the
shells bursting in the golden fields of the Don. Now
he stared into darkness.

Disbelieving his own words, Sharonov shouted to
his comrades, “Boys, I think I’m blind.”

The steel shell of the tank vibrated. The engine
was still running. The tank was alive. Sharonov
later related his feelings at the moment he realized
the tank was undamaged. He recalled the words of
his commander the evening before. The commander
had made a last round of inspection of the tank unit.
The crews were lined up in front of their machines.
Speaking to each of the men by name, the commander
shook hands with them. Pausing before Sharonov he
said with a smile, “Well, Sharonov, how will you fight
tomorrow ?”

“As long as my eyes can see the light, Comrade
Major General,” Sharonov had replied. Then, he said,
he had felt foolish, realizing that his reply might have
sounded pompous.

Now, when he felt the live tank beneath him, Sharo-
nov remembered his bold words. He could no longer
see the light. But a tank is of no use standing still.
It must move. His hands sought the control levers
and pressed them. The tank moved forward.

Lieutenant Napolsky, in command of the tank,
leaned over to Sharonov and shouted, “Let Podosinni-
kov take your place and we’ll bandage your eyes.”

In that moment Sharonov had made up his mind.
He shouted back to Napolsky: “Let me drive it my-
self, Comrade Commander. No one knows this ma-
chine better than I do. I still have plenty of strength
left. You can direct me. Let me drive. I can do it.”

He had scarcely finished when he felt a heavy jab
at his right shoulder. Napolsky had understood!
With a free movement Sharonov swung his machine
to the right—felt the crushing of metal beneath the
caterpillars. Another gun!

There was a jab at his left shoulder. The giant
KV swung sharply to the left. A jab at his back and
he drove the tank ahead. Whenever the commander
gave him the signal, Sharonov obeyed, hurling the
tank against German guns and trench mortars,
ploughing German gunners into the earth. With the
eyes of his commander, he saw the battlefield. The
darkness which had surrounded him ceased to exist.

It seemed, Sharonov said, that only a few minutes
had passed since darkness had cloaked his eyes. But
in reality the blind driver operated his tank for a full
hour on the battlefield. The KV crushed four more
guns and three trench mortars. Leaving the rye field
behind, the machine rammed a heavy German tank
and two medium tanks. It was only when gunner
Zabolotnyk was wounded and the ammunition ran out
that Sharonov, on Lieutenant Napolsky’s order,
{)ult:?]ed his machine around and withdrew from the

attle.

As Sharonov emerged from the tank, the sun shone
dazzlingly in a clear blue sky. He lifted his head.
The sky was black. Night had again surrounded him.
He had told his commander: “I’ll fight as long as
I can see light.”

But Sharonov fought even after that.

NEW DOCUMENTARY FILMS

The most important recent event in the cultural
life of the USSR, TASS reports, was the release of
two major documentary films—Leningrad in Struggle
and Black Sea Sailors. These filmed records of the

" heroic struggle waged by the Soviet people against

the German invaders have already been seen by mil-
lions of moviegoers in Soviet Far Eastern cities. The
film on Leningrad was seen by 150,000 Muscovites in
the first three days after its release.

Moscow also recently saw the first performance of

a new play, The Russians, by Stalin Prize laureate

Konstantin Simonov. Written by the young playwright

and war correspondent from his impressions of

front-line life, the play’s characters are Red Army

qun and commanders and young girl front-line truck
rivers.
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REVIEW OF MILITARY OPERATIONS MAY 15-JULY 15
ON THE SOVIET-GERMAN FRONT

Moscow, July 17, Soviet Information Bureau:
The violent engagements that took place on the
Soviet-German front from May 15 to.Jqu 15 have
clearly revealed new features that distinguish the
1942 struggle from that in 1941. This distinction
consists in the fact that the enhanced organization
and staunchness of the Red Army in its struggle with
the enemy forced the Germans to hurl into action the
main forces and reserves of their armies and to ad-
vance at a much slower rate than before, suffering
immense and irretrievable losses in manpower and
materiel.

Here are data on our losses and German losses in
the period of May 15 to July 15, 1942:

The German fascist troops lost not less than 900,-
000 officers and men killed, wounded and taken
prisoner, of whom at least 350,000 were killed. In
addition, they lost about 2,000 guns of all calibers,
about 2,900 tanks and 3,000 planes.

The Red Army during the same period lost 339,000
men killed, wounded or missing, 1,905 guns of all
calibers, 940 tanks and 1,354 planes.

This data. shows that in the last two months alone
the Germans lost about 1,000,000 officers and men
killed, wounded or taken prisoner. This constitutes
the decisive result of two months’ fighting. True, the
Soviet troops evacuated a number of districts and
towns in these battles, but they inflicted tremendous
losses in manpower and materiel on the Hitlerites.

Experience has shown that the heavier are the
losses of the Germany army, the more insolent become
the lies fabricated by the German Information Bureau
and the louder the barking in the Berlin kennels. Re-
cently the Hitlerites have outdone even themselves in
swindles and fakes. The ink is not yet dry on the false
statement of the German Command of July 13, but
the German Information Bureau has published
another communique on the Red Army’s losses during
two months. They cite stunning figures of Red Army
men allegedly taken prisoner and of allegedly de-
stroved tanks and guns. The Germans report that
from May 14 to July 14 they took 706,000 Soviet sol-
diers prisoner and captured or destroyed 3,940 tanks
and 7,100 guns.

This delirious statement of the Hitlerites, calculated
to fall on simpletons’ ears, surpasses all hitherto
known clumsy Berlin fakes. If one sums up the
trophies which, according to communiques of the Ger-
man Information Bureau, have been captured by the
German troops since the outbreak of war, it appears
that for a long time no single tank or gun and even
no soldiers have remained in the Red Army.

The Hitlerites have placed themselves in ridiculous
positions more than once in the past by publishing
fantastic figures, and had to wriggle out as best they
could. But these lessons proved of no use to them.
Again they are trying to dupe the population of Ger-
many and to conceal from the German people the
truth about the huge losses of the German fasecist
army on the Soviet-German front. But now world
public opinion and even the German people, who have
felt on their own hides the real losses of the Hitlerite
troops on the Soviet-German front, have already met
every Hitler “special communique” with the popular
saying: “You may lie, but don’t forget the limit.”

Guerrilla Operations

(Continued from page one)

Detachments of guerrillas operating in one of the
German occupied districts in the Leningrad region
derailed an enemy troop train, smashing ten railway
cars filled with troops and two cars of ammunition.
Private von Griesheim of the 46th German Battalion
recorded in his notebook: “At last we are in Russia.
From the car window I see the cemeteries of Ger-
mans killed in Russia last year. On a section of the
railway from Smolensk to Vyazma I saw scores of
trains derailed by Russian guerrillas, hundreds of
cars smashed to smithereens. It was a horrible sight.
Skeletons of cars, broken locomotives and heaps of
rags and shapeless metal were scattered on both sides
of the track.”

Ukrainian guerrillas successfully raided a fuel
dump, killing the sentries and destroying a large
amount of gasoline and gasoline tank trucks.

In the Kursk region, guerrillas carried out a night
raid on a populated place. Noiselessly they disposed
of the sentries and showered with grenades the houses
where the fascists slept, killing more than 60. They
also destroyed two tanks, eight trucks and a pro-
visions depot.

A common sight in the Orel region are collective
farmers sitting in treetops with rifles in hand, stalk-
ing low-flving German planes. Dozens of enemy
planes flving low over forests paid dearly for their
error. Walter Ferlohr, a German flyer decorated
with an Iron Cross, who was taken prisoner, stated:
“My engine was pierced by a guerrilla bullet. I had
already been warned to fly at a high altitude over
guerrilla regions, as any plane flying lower than 1,600
fect is in danger from rifle fire.”

Material tn this Bulletin may be quoted or reproduced
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TACTICS OF TANK-BORNE TROOPS

By Lieutenant Colonel P. Kolomeitsev

Experience has shown that tanks are most effective
when used in large masses for deep armored thrusts
in conjunction with motorized troops and aircraft.
But they are also constantly needed for direct support
of advancing infantry.

A combined infantry and tank attack is not as
simple as it might appear. Both tanks and infantry
must strike simultaneously. A Russian proverb says:
“A horseman and pedestrian make poor traveling
companions.” On foot, infantry cannot keep pace
with the machines. The enemy can separate infantry
from tanks and attack each group separately.

One might think that an easy way out of the
dilemma would be to slacken the pace of the tanks.
But a tank which has lost its mobility on the battle-
field offers an excellent target for enemy artillery.
The best solution is for the infantry to move closely
in the wake of the tanks on armored troop carriers.
However, such carriers are not always available.
Practice has suggested the right solution—to carry
the infantrymen on the tanks to the point of attack.

Cutting Off Enemy’s Retreat

The first experiments along these lines proved suc-
cessful. This improvised method of carrying infantry

into battle is now employed on a fairly wide scale -

and a system of tactics for tank-borne troops has been
evolved.

The function of a “tank infantry raid” was illus-
trated in recent fighting for a small village of great
strategic importance. After a fierce artillery bom-
bardment Soviet infantry began the attack and forced
the enemy to retreat. Motor vehicles full of German
troops could be seen moving westward along the high
road. The infantry commander gave orders for auto-
matic riflemen to mount tanks and intercept the Ger-
mans. The machines and men set off, seized the road
and cut the enemy’s line of retreat. The battle ended
in the utter defeat of the German forces.

It is essential to choose the right moment for a
tank-borne attack. Boldness and caution are needed
in equal measure. If the enemy’s machine gun nests
have not been silenced, tank-borne troops run the risk
of heavy losses without any chance of success. The
enemy’s fire must be silenced before tank-borne troops
are launched into the attack.

No opportunity must be missed to outflank the
enemy and strike at his rear. This is, of course, a fun-

N

damental rule of tactics. Tanks and infantry are best
for this purpose—motorized infantry when entire
tank formations are employed, and tank-borne troops
if the objectives are on a smaller scale.

Strength of Mounted Automatic Riflemen

While the enemy is being attacked from the front,
mobile troops should be sent to turn his flanks. It is
here that tank-borne troops display their most valu-
able feature, namely, their high mobility.

The tank is a powerful machine, but it can carry
only a limited number of men. Hence an attack by
tank-borne troops is usually confined to a few dozen
men. But these are well armed, chiefly with auto-
matic rifles augmented by several machine guns and
trench mortars. A group of this kind possesses con-
siderable fire power. It is capable of dealing the
enemy a heavy blow and of putting up a successful
fight if surrounded.

Surprise always multiplies the strength of the at-
tacking side. This is particularly true when the
attack is made by tank-borne troops, which as exper-
ience has shown are able to gain the upper hand over
vastly superior enemy forces. It is the commander’s
business to ensure that the enemy is surprised. Suc-
cess depends on his acumen and ability to strike when
the enemy is unprepared.

It would be a mistake to try to win a battle with
tank-borne troops alone. These constitute only an
auxiliary. The action of tank-borne troops, like that
of air-borne troops, must be closely combined with
that of infantry, artillery and tanks. The Red Army
made wide use of tank-borne troops in the winter and
will make far greater use of them during the summer.

ANOTHER VICHY LIE

The Vichy radio recently alleged that “the Moscow
population receives 80 grams of bread per capita.”
The Soviet Information Bureau replied to this claim:
“The Hitlerite underlings in Vichy are undoubtedly
trying to please Berlin by circulating such a false-
hood. It is well known that one Moscow resident re-
ceives more bread than a Berlin resident, a Rome
resident and a Vichy resident together. It is also
well known that the French people are starving be-
cause traitors delivered France to the German in-
vaders for plunder.”
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TREATMENT OF COMPLICATED HEAD WOUNDS
By Prof. N. L. Propper-Grashchenkov

Corresponding Member, Academy of Sciences
of the USSR

Army surgeons estimate that injuries to the skull
or brain constitute from three to six per cent of all
war wounds. This percentage varies, of course, de-
pending upon how well the head is protected. The
introduction of the tin helmet, for example, served to
reduce sharply such casualties during the war of
1914-18. Among other factors that cause fluctuations
are the nature of the military operations, whether it
is positional or mobile warfare, and the time of the
year.

.. :Whereas in the war of 1914-18 most of the wounds
in question were caused by bullets, in the present war
such missiles account for only about 20 per cent, and
sometimes even less. The rest are mainly caused by
splinters from shells and mines. Usually these are
serious wounds involving considerable laceration and
frequently infection, and rapidly giving rise to com-
plications in the form of encephalitis and meningitis.

In the past such complications as a rule led to the
death of the wounded soldier. Today, thanks to the
efforts of Soviet scientists, physicjans and surgeons
and the experience of world science, I may confidently
state that great progress has already been achieved
in their exclusion and elimination.

Here I would like to dwell in brief upon one class of
complicated head wounds which our surgeons are
called upon to treat in the present war. These are
deep wounds affecting not only the bones of the skull,
but also the cerebral membrane and sometimes the
brain itself. Their number has risen sharply, owing
to the use of new types of missiles of great explosive
force.

The Nervous Diseases Clinic of the All-Union In-
stitute of Experimental Medicine which T head has
accumulated rich experience in treating such wounds
since the beginning of the war. Between December
25, 1941 and March 25, 1942, the clinic operated on 90
patients, 70 of whom had abscesses of the brain and,
in the case of half of the latter, also serious traumatic
meningitis. The majority of the operations were suc-
cessful. A good proportion of the patients have al-
ready been released from the clinic and, although
many of them will not be fit for active service, they
are gradually returning to normal life.

Wounded by Mine Splinter

Many cases of recovery from really serious brain
wounds could be cited to demonstrate the successes
that have been achieved by Soviet surgeons in this
ficld. Formerly these cases would have been regarded
as hopeless. Now, however, they have ended favor-
ably owing to rapid and decisive surgical interference.

Recently, a Red Army man of Tatar nationality
named Khusainov was wounded in the head by a mine
splinter. Smashing through the right frontal and the
right temporal bones of the skull, the piece of metal
penetrated deep into the cerebral mass, pulping the
matter of the brain, in particular the entire right tem-
poral lobe. The wound bled profusely, with pieces of
brain matter escaping with the blood.

Khusainov was picked up unconscious on the field
and an ordinary dressing put on the wound. After
being taken to a dressing station, where the bandage
was changed, the wounded man was immediately dis-
patched to a special mobile field hospital. An opera-
tion was performed on the second day after he had
been wounded.

For two days Khusainov was in a state of complete
delirium. His ravings took on a unique form. Lying
totally unconscious, he would recite or sing songs in
the Tatar language.

The explanation for this is as follows: The left
and right temporal lobes of the human brain are the
seats of sound memory, the left being connected pri-
marily with speech and the right with music, songs
and similar sounds. Since in the case of Khusainov
it was the right lobe that constituted the irritated
section of the brain during the first days after the
wound had been inflicted—part had been pulped and
the rest, although uninjured by the mine splinter, was
swollen and slightly inflamed-—this led to a unique
reproduction of the sound images that had been im-
pressed in the temporal region and to automatic, un-
EO?°Sc'i0lls reproduction of these images in the patient’s

elirium.

At the end of the third day after he had been
wounded, Khusainov came to himself and began to
speak with those around him. After spending 12 days
in the field hospital, the wounded man was brought to
our clinic in a satisfactory state. He is still there to-
day, well on the road to recovery. If we are successful
in avoiding the development of an abscess at the in-
jured spot or of inflammation of the cerebral mem-
branes—and this is not difficult in view of modern
methods of treatment—then as time passes and the
wound heals and the hole formed by the mine splinter
in the skull bones becomes covered by soft tissues, the
strength of the wounded man will return and he will
finally be restored to normal life, partially retaining
his eapacity to work. ’

Removal of Bullet

Another example is the case of Senior Lieutenant
Perfilicv, who was wounded in the head during a raid

(Continued on page four)
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SOVIET SNIPERS IN BATTLE
By Vasili Bykovsky

Recently a famous volunteer sniper, Ludmila Pav-
luchenko, one of the heroines of Sevastopol, marked a
significant jubilee: the destruction of 300 Hitlerites.
A large percentage of this total was made up of
“picked targets”—enemy officers, machine gunners,
gun layers, trench mortar layers, snipers and sub-
machine gunners.

On the Leningrad Front 350 sharpshooters in one
rifle formation destroyed about 5,500 Hitlerites be-
tween battles. On the Northwestern Front, two Red
Army snipers brought down 150 Germans each. Ser-
geant Evstafiev’s section of snipers on the Western
Front accounted for 144 of the enemy in two months,
killing 33 officers and men in one raid.

The number of such marksmen in the Red Army
is constantly increasing. In the spring of 1942 thous-
ands of sharpshooters were added to the Red Army.
Sniping has become a widespread phenomenon. We
now find whole detachments of snipers which inflict
enormous casualties on the enemy. There are snipers
in almost every rifle section.

The growth of the sniper movement has inevitably
brought up the question of the most effective employ-
ment of snipers at the front. In planning operations
army commanders take into account the fire of snipers
together with artillery, trench mortar and heavy
machine gun fire. It has been demonstrated that the
?re of snipers is effective both in attack and in de-

ense.

Here is an example of the employment of snipers
in attack: Senior Lieutenant Makarov's unit was
advancing on the German lines. During artillery
preparation and concentration of troops at the initial
positions of attack, a group of snipers was sent for-
ward. Occupying advantageous positions, they opened
accurate fire on enemy trench mortar and machine
gun crews. Soon the position of our artillery fire was
shifted to enemy depth positions and our tanks
launched an attack. One of the snipers detected a
camouflaged enemy anti-tank gun, and together with
hiih partner killed the gun crew before they could fire
a shot.

Soviet infantrymen followed the tanks into the at-
tack. Shooting on the run at trenches, dugouts, and
even at ditches and piles of stones or bushes where
the Germans might be concealed, they broke through
the enemy lines and put the fascists to flight.

When the battle seemed to be won, a small group
of enemy submachine gunners appeared on the right
flank of our advancing unit. They were discovered
by snipers who had been transferred to the flank after
the beginning of the attack. To gain time, the snipers

opened fire at a distance of 300-400 yards, bringing
down a Hitlerite with every shot. They fired first at
the submachine gunners who were some distance be-
hind. Unperceived by those in front, the enemy
group was fast decreasing in number. The others
grasped the situation only when about a third of their
men were left. ;

The commander of one Red Army unit operating
on the Western Front made splendid use of snipers in
defense. During the shelling of Soviet positions, the
defenders hid in shelters and dug themselves in. To
hamper concentration of enemy troops for the attack,
the detachment commander ordered a group of snipers
and light machine gunners to take up previously pre-
pared, well camouflaged positions in front of the de-
fense lines. The enemy advanced under cover of
artillery fire. But their shells exploded far behind
the handful of courageous Red Army men.

When the Hitlerites approached within range of
effective fire, snipers picked off the officers, machine
gunners and artillery observers. Then our machine
gunners went into action. Suffering heavy losses at
the very beginning of the advance, the Germans were
compelled to send out an additional reconnaissance
in order to get a true picture of the Soviet line. Mean-
while the Soviet unit was reinforced.

GERMAN HARVESTS

Letters from Germany to relatives fighting in the
Soviet Union tell of the universally poor harvest ex-
pected in Germany, the Soviet Information Bureau re-
ports. German non-commissioned officer Betzer's
father writes from Falkendorf: “It is already clear
that this year’s harvest will be very poor. Many still
are unwilling to believe it, but the fact is that we are
facing a famine.”

A letter to Lance Corporal Augustin Fischer read:
“The rye and barley crops perished. We ought to
have sown again but could not get seeds anywhere.
This is the case of many farmers.”

» % =x

Uzbekistan collective farmers are working for two
harvests a year, the Soviet Information Bureau re-
ports. After winter barley and wheat are harvested,
large irrigated tracts of land are sown again. The
“Socialism” collective farm in the Khanki district has
sown 100 acres of corn. Many collective farms of the
Ferghana and Samarkand regions are sowing sugar
beet this summer.



4 INFORMATION BULLETIN, EMBASSY OF USSR

IMPROVEMENTS IN TANK BUILDING
By Badyagin
Chief Technician, Ural Machinery Plant

The author of this article was recently awarded a
Stalin Prize for perfecting the production of cast
tank turrets.

Twelve months of war have shown Soviet tank
builders the necessity for modifying some parts of
the machine. We have recently perfected the design
and manufacture of the turret—the most important
part of the tank.

Scores of engineers and hundreds of Stakhanovites
contributed to this work. Before the war the turret
was made of rolled sheet armor. The installation, as-
sembly and welding of the turret consumed much
time and energy. It was clear that the replacing of
these complex operations by casting would greatly
facilitate tank construction.

Our tank designers prepared models of the cast
turrets in record time. Simultaneously preparations
were made for mass production. Many workers were
at the bench for days at a stretch. The first castings
fully repaid their efforts. Results were satisfactory,
but for the engineers it was only a beginning. Other
parts of the technological process had to be perfected.
It was necessary to reduce the length of the heat treat-
ment, if only because there were insufficient furnaces
at thedplant, whereas output had to be steadily in-
creased.

The time required for heat treatment was cut by
50 per cent. This also brought about a considerable
economy of fuel. As a result of innovations and im-
provements of the manufacturing process made since
the beginning of the war, by February the plant had
increased output four times above the plan.

The substitution of casting for welding greatly re-
duced the number of operations involved in turret
production. This released a considerable number of
machine tools. Consumption of high grade metal was
reduced by 15 per cent. Moreover the turret was
stronger than and quite as durable as the former
rolled armor model.

Without interrupting their efforts further to im-
prove the cast turret, which is now in mass produc-
tion, our engineers are tackling new problems. Many
valuable innovations have been proposed, the intro-
duction of which will result in greater output and will
effect further economies in war materials.

* * *

A new edition of 100,000 copies of Leo Tolstoi's
War and Peace published recently in Leningrad was
sold out within two days.

BRIEF MILITARY CAREER

German prisoner Ernst K., 61st Regiment, 7th Ger-
man Division, gave the following account of his mili-
tary career, according to the Soviet Information
Bureau:

“One night we received an order to launch an of-
fensive, and at dawn the next day, after artillery
preparation, we crawled toward the Russian defenses.
They opened heavy artillery, machine gun and trench
mortar fire. All except a very few men in our batta-
lion were killed. Three of us jumped into a shell
crater and lay low. Soon after we were taken prisoner.

“I arrived at the front not long ago, together with
many soldiers who had already been in Russia and
who were coming back with extreme reluctance.”

HEAD WOUNDS
(Continued from page two)

on the staff headquarters of a German regiment of
rapid-fire gunners. A bullet from an automatic fire-
arm entered his head at the nape of his neck, passed
straight through the entire left cerebral hemisphere
and lodged in the left frontal region of the brain.

The wounded man was brought shortly afterward
to our clinic. With the aid of X-rays, we succeeded in
establishing the exact location of the bullet. The pa-
tient suffered from splitting headaches and showed
symptoms of suppuration of the brain, evidently due
to the fact that some hair, and perhaps a piece of his
hat also, had been carried into the brain by the bullet.

To remove the bullet by way of the opening it had
made when entering the skull would have been prac-
tically impossible unless a considerable portion of the
brain was cut away. In the case of such an operation
the wounded man might have lost his power of speech,
since the bullet had passed close to the speech centers
in the left cerebral hemisphere.

We resorted to trepanning. By making a small
opening in the left frontal bone of the skull, we su