

















he democratic process in the So-

viet Union may fall victim not to
conservatism, but to nationalism and
separatism, as events in the
Transcaucasus reveal nationalism to
be one of the main threats to perestroi-
ka. Against this background, the ri-
valry between Mikhail Gorbachevand
Boris Yeltsin recedes into theshadows.
Even the seemingly unbridgeable gap
between the views of the two men
(Gorbachev is for a “humane social-
ism” with “a communist perspective,”
while Yeltsin, having resigned from
the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union, totally rejects that view) disap-
peared when they had to join forces in
the face of a threat of the disintegration
of the union. The peace—or the truce,
at least—that the two leaders estab-
lished shows that they clearly realize
that nationalism poses a threat to both
of them. This fact increases their
chances for cooperation.

The burst of nationalism and sepa-
ratism has handed hard-liners a high
trump in their struggle against the
democrats. Leaders of Soyuz, the par-
liamentary faction in which the oppo-
nents of reform have united, today
accuse the democrats “of letting the
genie of separatism out of the bottle”
and now “of not being able to control
the destructive process.” In an aggres-
sive assault, the faction even goes so
far as to charge further that the demo-
crats have inflicted greater damage on
the USSR than nazi Germany did in
1941.

Recently, a number of leaders of the
conservative wing of the CPSU have
joined in the criticism. In truth, the
conservatives, appealing for restora-
tion of the totalitarian system with its
rigid nationalities policy, and the sepa-
ratists, acting under the guise of de-
mocracy, have united forces in a fierce
attack against Gorbachev and Yeltsin.

The greatest danger of this attack
for democracy lies in the fact that the
conservatives, with theirslogan of pre-
serving Russia intact, have gained
broad public support. There are sev-
eral reasons for this. First, the inertia of
imperial thinking, a nostalgic longing
for the times when Moscow controlled
the vast multinational territory. Sec-
ond, out of the country’s 290 million
inhabitants, over 60 million—Russians,
Ukrainians, Kazakhs, Tatars, Arme-
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nians, and Georgians, among others—
now reside outside their national
boundaries as a result of vigorous eco-
nomic migration. We also have mil-
lions of mixed families, with husband
and wife belonging to different nation-
alities and professing different faiths.
In practice, this means that if, for ex-
ample, the Baltic republics secede from
the USSR, many Russians, who by no
means desire to become “foreigners”
in their own country, will find them-
selves living abroad. In Kazakhstan,
only 40 per cent of the population con-
sists of Kazakhs, the remainder being
chiefly Russiansand Ukrainians. These
scores of millions of potentially “dis-
placed persons” represent the mass
support of such movements as Soyuz.

Separatist phenomena in the USSR
aresomething different. From the point
of view of pure logic, the desire of, say,
Georgia to secede from the USSR is
quite understandable. From the point
of view of the right of nations to self-
determination, which is enshrined in
the Soviet Constitution, Georgia has
every right to independence. If you
extend this logic to all the other repub-
lics, it would mean the appearance of a
totally new world map, with many
new countries, which in reality might
need more than a decade to achieve
real independence. Moreover, these
“states” already have a whole number
of territorial, economic, and religious
contradictions existing among them.
You can just imagine the chaos that
would result if such a vast region were
flung into the depths of conflicts, wars,
and protracted instability.

History may bear this trial. Histori-
ans view the breakup of an empireasa
normal evolutionary process. But the
drama of the current Soviet leaders is
that this disintegration coincides with
the long-awaited democratizationand
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the collapse of a totalitarian regime.
Besides, for a number of reasons, the
breakup has assumed an explosive
character. Another paradox: In West-
ern Europe, the growth of political
culture and the extension of democ-
racy are leading to an erosion of na-
tional and economic borders, to the
birth of a so-called united states of
Europe, while in the USSR democrati-
zation has aroused the destructive
forces of nationalism and separatism.

Under the attack of these forces,
room for democratic maneuvering in-
creasingly narrows. Even now, sepa-
ratism has already tarnished democ-
racy to some extent in the eyes of the
Soviet people.

The burst of nationalism has also
posed for democracy very complex
issues concerning its ability to resolve
a certain type of crisis and conflict.
Politicians who long for a strong-arm
dictator assert that such a ruler would
put the country in order in several
weeks. The democrats may see the
reasoning but deplore theresults: They
offer the scenario of how Stalin might
have handled the conflict between
Armenia and Azerbaijan. He would
have ordered the arrest of the mem-
bers of parliaments of both republics,
he would have deported the popula-
tions of the disputed areas, and he
would have had several hundred of
the “troublemakers” executed, after
first accusing them of acting in the
interests of world imperialism. And
the conflict would have been “settled,”
or, more precisely, put down for an-
other couple of decades.

But Stalin, who died in 1953, was a
dictator. He could afford to act by
downright repressive methods, ignor-
ing world opinion and that of his own
country. Neither Gorbachev nor
Yeltsin can, nor do they wish to, act in
that manner. That’s why the conserva-
tives are pushing them toward such
action (just look at what happened in
the Baltics) in order to put an end to
democracy in the USSR.

Gorbachev and Yeltsin cannot act
in that way, nor can they allow the
breakup of the union. Caughtbetween
the anvil of democracy and the ham-
mer of separatism, they seek a
Solomonlike solution. Is there time to
find it? That’s a question for all who
cherish democracy to ponder. a
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time on, until peace was madein April
1990, there were exchanges of fire,
peopletakenhostage,and villagesran-
sacked and plundered. During this
time six people were killed, thirty re-
ceived gunshot wounds, and more
than three hundred received some kind
of injury. The criminals had departed
with impunity, and civilians on both
sides started arming themselves.

On September 20, 1990, the regional
soviet adopted a declaration “On the
Sovereignty of South Ossetia,” accord-
ing to which South Ossetia itself was
to delegate powers to Georgia and the
USSR and to sign a union treaty. The
reasons for such a decision are under-
standable. In the event that Georgia
seceded from the USSR (on March 31,
Georgia declared its independence),
South Ossetia would like to remain a
part of the USSR.

On that same day, September 20,
the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet
of Georgia ruled that South Ossetia’s
declaration of sovereignty wasinvalid.
On October 16, 1990, a provisional ex-
ecutive committee of the South
Ossetian Soviet Democratic Republic
was formed, and it set a date, Decem-
ber 9, for elections to the republic’s
supreme soviet.

But on November 22, 1990, the Su-
preme Soviet of the Republic of Geor-
gia declared the October 16 resolution
invalid and warned leaders of South
Ossetia that they would have to be
prepared for the possible consequences
of their unconstitutional actions.

The elections took place as sched-
uled, however. Of the sixty-four seats
in the new legislature, the People’s
Council won twenty, the Youth Bloc,
fifteen. Authority in the Supreme So-
viet, whether one considers this body
to have been formed unconstitution-
ally or to have been dissolved uncon-
stitutionally, isactually in the hands of
independents.

On December 11, the day after the
elections to the Supreme Soviet of
South Ossetia, the Georgian Supreme
Soviet passed the following laws: “On
the abolition of the South Ossetian
Autonomous Region” and “On a State
of Emergency.” The next day it passed
a resolution declaring a state of emer-
gency in Tskhinvali and in Dzhava
District. The voting on this resolution
took place after the delegates learned

From January 6 to
January 26, seventeen people
were killed and sixty were
wounded among the
Ossetians; dozens of others
were reported missing, most
of them, evidently, taken
hostage.

that three Georgians, staff members of
law enforcement bodies, had been
killed and another three seriously
wounded by submachine gun fire in
the center of Tskhinvali. Among those
killed was a bodyguard of Georgian
President Zviad Gamsakhurdia.

Many Georgians left Tskhinvali
early in January. There was a reason
for this, the Ossetians concluded later.
Evidently, they said, the Georgians
had known that trouble was in the
offing.

From January 6, when the militia or,
to be more precise, people in militia
uniforms, as many of them had put
them on just the day before, entered
Tskhinvali, to January 26, when these
uniformed men left Tskhinvali, seven-
teen people were killed and sixty were
wounded among the Ossetians; doz-
ens of others were reported missing,
most of them, evidently, taken hos-
tage. The Georgiansdonotreleasedata
onthissubject, but the number of casu-
alties among the Georgians is prob-
ably several times greater.

On January 7, the Georgian militia
were driven back from the whole of
the city. Later, on every street leading
to the center, two barricades arose: one
Georgian and one Ossetian. Every
evening, as dusk fell, the people man-
ning the barricades exchanged inten-
sive rounds of gunfire.

Asthe Georgian militia left on Janu-
ary 26, houses belonging to Georgians
were set on fire. The first to be put to
the torch were those houses from which
the Ossetians believed gunfire had
come. These were burned, without
plundering, with crowds of people
looking on. Later, hiding their faces,
some Ossetians plundered and burned

the houses of some Georgians whose*

“guilt” was questionable.

Almost all the Ossetians we inter-
viewed thought the burning down of
the houses from which gunfire had
surely come was a just and necessary
measure of self-defense. They also jus-
tified the instances of thuggery and
plunder on the basis of their need to
have money to buy arms so badly
needed for them to survive asa nation.

In Tskhinvali, the only effectively
functioning institutions connected in
one way or another with public order
are the groups of armed Ossetians,
which are controlled to some extent by
the official Emergency Coordination
Office. Right after January 7, when the
Georgian militia were driven back to
the center of the city, the groups avail-
able at that moment, a little more than
a dozen of them, were actually legal-
ized by the Supreme Soviet of South
Ossetia for self-defense. These groups
comprise anywhere from a few dozen
to several hundred people and are
sometimes based in residential neigh-
borhoods. At night foot patrols guard
almost every street to protect houses
against arson and plunder. Most of the
city’s male population takes turns on
these patrols.

In the villages of South Ossetia the
situation is just about as lawless. The
Ossetian population, in the main, is
the object of victimization. According
to eye-witness reports, civilian houses
are ransacked here and there in
Tskhinvali District every day. People
are taken hostage and treated cruelly.
Muggers, looters, robbers, and mur-
derers on both sides are unpunished.

On April 24, 1991, the Supreme So-
viet of the USSR passed a resolution
concerning the situation in South
Ossetia. Theresolution canbe summed
up as follows: The situation in South
Ossetiais critical; allthemeasurestaken
have failed to produce results; and the
interior ministry troops stationed there
are unable to maintain public order.

These three reasons prompted the
Supreme Soviet of the USSR to recom-
mend that President Gorbachev de-
clare a state of emergency in South
Ossetia “that would be guaranteed by
interior ministry forces.” The resolu-
tion envisages inquiries into crimes
committed on the territory of the au-
tonomous region, rehabilitation of the
economy, compensation for the dam-
age done, and a return of refugees. I
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he Talysh Mountains in
southern Azerbaijan are
named after a people who
have lived here since time
immemorial. Herodotus wrote about
them. This ancient group of people
existed until 1938, then vanished.

No, the Talysh people were not ex-
ecuted, were not exiled, did not suffer
the tragic fate of many nationalities in
the USSR under Stalinism; they were
simply passed over during the census
of that year. All the inhabitants of the
Talysh Mountains were henceforth cat-
egorized as Azerbaijanis, according to
the current policy of combining na-
tions and ethnic groups. No one was
bothered by the fact that Farsi, the root
of the Talysh language, in no way re-
sembles Turkish, a variation of which
is spoken by Azerbaijanis, or that the
Persian culture is completely different
from that of the Azerbaijani.

In 1938 the language barrier was
eliminated. How? People were simply
forbidden to speak in their native
Talysh language. Newspapers were
shut down, school classes fell silent,
books vanished. This was how the proc-
ess of combining nations and ethnic
groups was carried out in the USSR.
The penalty for breaking this law was
stiff. One could besent to prison merely
for speaking Talysh.

Fortunately those terrifying times
passed, but the ethnic group, which
numbered almost a million, remained
nameless.

Very little has changed in Talysh
villages over the past fifty years. People
speak their nativelanguage frombirth,
so their troubles begin with school.
Classes are still conducted in
Azerbaijani, which, for many children,
especially in the mountain villages, is
an unknown language. Not a single
schoolin the country teaches in Talysh.

Half the people in Talysh villages
are unemployed; cheap manual labor
is used everywhere; the social situa-
tion has become desperate; the region
has virtually no industry; and the
standard of living is among the lowest
in the country.

Roads in the Talysh Mountains are
unreliable. During the winter and fol-
lowing rainy season, even an off-road
vehicle cannot drive over them. The
rest of the time, an off-road vehicle is
the only way to make the trip from

20 SOVIET LIFE, July 1991

village to village except for a horse,
which still remains the most reliable
form of travel.

We made our first stop in the settle-
ment of Palikesh, a typical Talysh vil-
lage, clinging to the mountain slopes.
Fantastic beauty surrounds the place.
Sometimes it seems as if you are look-
ing at the world through an airplane
window; you see mountains and for-
ests, and far below you can hear the
roar of a river rushing through rocky
gorges.

A little girl named Aibonis led us to
her home. Her name means “moon-
faced.” Her round face is not typical
for this area. As a rule Talysh people
have narrow faces with black, very
expressive eyes.

The girl’s father, Safar, greeted us
majestically. Guests are traditionally
well cared for in the mountains. A
tableis dragged outunderatree,along
withchairsand cushions, and the ubig-
uitous tea is served. The women sit at
adistance and examine the guests with
undisguised curiosity. This is exactly
how it was this time; after all, we were
the first Russians to visit their home.

Safar considers himself a rich man.
He has fourteen people in his family; a
young bride had just joined the family.
She is still just a girl but has already
fastened her scarf in a particular way
to hide half of her face. In the East
women used to wear the veil every-
where except in the Talysh khanate.
There they wore a triangular scarf
whose ends covered the lower portion
of the face. It was considered improper
for a man to see the mouth and nose of
an unknown woman.

The Talysh people live in the moun-
tains and encounter civilization only
rarely. They are virtually self-sufficient.
One wife can’t keep up with all of the
work, even with all the help she gets
from her children. For this reason, po-
lygamy is acceptable.

The Talysh people have preserved
their pre-Muslim beliefs. Although
they are now Muslims, they still wor-
ship pirs. A pir is a humble holy site,
such as a lone tree or a rock. Many
problems are solved in the quiet holi-
ness of a pir. For success in an impor-
tant affair, a Talysh goes to a pir, usu-
ally a tree, and ties a colored thread to
it. For forgiveness of a sin, he may take
a rock to a pir. The larger the sin, the

larger the rock. There are local pirs for
everyday problems and famous ones
that become the object of pilgrimages.

We learned that a small group of
Charuzh lived in the village of Sarak
and still speak in their own language.
Our interpreter, Gilal Mamedov, man-
aged an invitation for us to visit.

The Charuzh inhabit only seven vil-
lages in Azerbaijan. Their language
more closely resembles Gilyak than
Talysh. The Gilyak people live in
Northern Iran on the coast of the
Caspian Sea. They are all Muslims now,
but they used to be fire worshipers.

The village of Sarak looks like any
other village—itis full of the same neat
white houses that you see all over this
region. Many of the houses are mud.

Charuzh people used to wear a gar-
ment something like a vest, which is
called an orkhalug, and they had a false
pocket on their clothing that was sewn
in a triangle. Women wore jewelry
made of small coins on their faces.
None of this exists anymore; everyone
wears European clothing.

Membersof another “ghost people,”
the Melezh, livein Sarak as well. Where
did these people come from? When?
No one knows, but probably, it was a
very long time ago. The remains of
their ancient city seem to be at least
2,000 years old. The Talysh Mountains
are the home of at least two other eth-
nic groups, the Khaladji and the
Derezha, about which nothing is
known, either.

There have never been any archaeo-
logical digs in Sarak. Archaeologists
have ignored the village, and not just
the village, but an entire culture. We
talked with one man who told us how
he had been working in his garden one
dayand almostfell into apit. A potter’s
studio had once stood there, and piles
of pots stood in the hole.

The fate of these wares was sad;
they were ground up by local people.
How could they have any idea of their
value? We saw a somber symbol in this
story—other people have behaved in
the same way with the fates of entire
ethnic groups. |

Facing page: A wall of preserved
bathhouses in the village of
Pensar (top).





















rtyom Tarasov is one of the
stars of the nascent Soviet
business community. He is
directorof the External Busi-
ness Association, Istok; vice president
of the Alliance of USSR United Coop-
eratives; and a deputy to the Supreme
Soviet of the Russian Federation. SO-
VIET LIFE correspondent Oleg
Chechin interviewed Tarasov.

Q: The USSR has innumerable domes-
tic political and economic problems,
yet you remain an optimist. Why?

A: Because the USSR still has people
who can effectively improve the
nation’s life. New thinking is inexora-
bly making headway. For instance, the
Russian Federation’s Ministry for Ex-
ternal Economic Relations is now
headed by Victor Yaroshenko, a bright
and competent man, who pins his
hopes on entrepreneurs.

Q: Tell me about Istok.

A: Istok is an export-import middle-
man that caters to twenty-five major
Soviet producers. These producers
have empowered Istok to select the
best commercial partners for themand
to handle any international arrange-
ment efficiently. Istok haslittle in com-
mon with similar organizations under
the Ministry of Foreign Economic Re-
lations of the USSR. Istok organizes
the entire export and import process,
beginning with production. Istok in-
vests, say, in the manufacture of refin-
ery products and receives finished
goods, then transports the finished
goods to a port by rail. To accomplish
this, Istok has organized-a transporta-
tion and forwarding system. It owns
four trains and cargo-handling facili-
ties in ports. It is building storage de-
pots on the Black, White, and Baltic
seas and has plans to build on the
Caspian to accommodate shipments
to Iran and Turkey.

Istok has many attractive proposals
from the Far East. It has decided to
participate with North Korea in mod-
ernizing a port on the border.

Q: What prompts clients to choose
Istok rather than a similar operator
under state control?

A: State exporters and importers are
on fixed pay, and they don’t care how

things develop oncea contracthasbeen
signed. Their pay is not related to their
performance.

Istok is interested in maximizing
the benefits its client derives from a
deal. Istok’s share is the percentage
left after the supplier’s bill has been
paid. The more effective a deal, the
largeritis, the higher themiddleman’s
receipts. That is why Istok earns 30 to
40 per cent more foreign exchange and
pays a third or less for imports than
official foreign trade organizations.

Istok hasa wide network of branches
in other countries, including Canada,
France, Germany, and Italy. Istok has
commercial agentsin the United States
to solicit clients, to look after freight,
and to charter foreign tonnage.

Istok doesn’t resemble any Soviet
state company. Setbacks are rare be-
causeitoperatesunderacommon plan
with other parties to a deal, while state
companies are often let down by de-
partmental monopolism.

Soon we will be carrying freight by
air, as well. We have decided to open
anairlinein competition with Aeroflot.
An influential group of shareholders
is helping us organize the new airline
to carry both passengers and freight.

Q: From your point of view as a busi-
nessman, what are the most important
innovations in the structure of the
Russian Federation?
A: It is very important that Russian
Prime Minister Ivan Silayev now has
the Innovation Council under him.
Membership on the Innovation Coun-
cil is open to people under forty who
passcertain psychological tests. Coun-
cil members support projects in the
business sector that is not owned by
the state, unofficial management strat-
egies, and innovative approaches.
The council has Russia’s Innova-
tion Centerattached toit.Iagreed tobe
the center’s president because I realize
the importance of this work. Istok will
actively collaborate with the Innova-
tion Center. Only 25 per cent of the
center’s share capital may be owned
by state organizations, and the remain-
ing 75 per cent belongs to Soviet and
foreign entrepreneurs.

Q: The Innovation Center is just get-
ting under way. How will it fare?

A: It will be an independent organiza-
tion, strong, rich,and capable of imple-
menting any worthwhile ideas with-
out delay. We have collected some
exciting ideas, among them a tech-
nique for increasing the recovery ratio
of abandoned oil wells by 98 to 99 per
cent! The method has been success-
fully tried on many deserted oil wells.
No one else in the USSR showed any
interest in this recovery booster or
wanted to help the person who devel-
oped the plan, although many outside
the Soviet Union would be happy to
make his acquaintance. The Innova-
tion Center has decided to support this
novel technology, provided the center
will be permitted to export the oil pro-
duced with its aid.

Q: You are a member of Young Presi-
dents of the World. This international
experience is important for the Inno-
vation Center, isn’t it?
A:Ithink so. With Jim Jameson, presi-
dentof Young Presidents of the World,
I have formed an organization, Course
Industrial, that will guarantee West-
ern economicinvestmentsinthe USSR.
We'll start with small projects that can
be implemented in the short term.
When we're successful, we can diver-
sify. We hope to be a bridge for those
interested in joint ventures.
TheInnovation Center willalsobea
bridge that will serve the Russian Fed-
eration, and it will be a holding com-
pany that can finance any innovation
likely to generate profits.

Q: They say you are contemplating a
lot of activities for the Komi Republic,
which is fostering active and diversi-
fied contacts with the United States.

A: We're outlining some plans, which
cover, among other things, develop-
ment of the Komi Republic as a demo-
cratic center of the Russian Federa-
tion. Yuri Spiridonov, recently elected
head of the Komi parliament, is firm
on his independent economic policy.
Istok has not yet begun any major col-
laboration with him, however. First
Spiridonov needs to proclaim his re-
publicafreeenterprisezone, as Anatoli
Sobchak did with Leningrad. The
sooner a free economy takes shape in
Komi, the sooner we will be able to
move in there. |
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n January 1988, a group of Holly-

wood filmmakers arrived in Mos-

cow to discuss with their Soviet

counterparts the possibility of
jointly producing and distributing
films. Many of the Hollywood repre-
sentatives repeated assurances that So-
viet films were very good indeed, but
a British producer, David Puttnam,
who works in Hollywood, expressed
the delegation’s common view when
he said: “I'm going to give it to you
straight. Your films are never going to
make it in the West.” A hush fell upon
the hall. The Soviet representatives sat
in depressed silence.

This particular episode made Ted
Hartley, president and chairman of
RKO/Pavilion, who was among the
guests, start searching for ways of es-
tablishing cooperation with Soviet film-
makers. After talks with film director
Nikita Mikhalkov, Hartley concluded
an agreement promising help in intro-
ducing Soviet films to the American
and world markets.

That deal marked thebeginning of a
project, which in 1989 evolved into a
contest of Soviet scripts for American
filmmakers. The American-Soviet Film
Initiative (ASK), set up at that time
with Mikhalkov as one of its founders,
took charge of organizational matters,
whichincluded handling applications,
selecting scripts, translating them into
English, and, finally, arranging the
awards ceremony. The other Soviet
sponsor is the Screenwriters Guild of
the USSR. 4

The American side of the competi-
tion was organized by the Foundation
of Artists, represented by RKO/Pavil-
ion Communications, Inc., led by Ted
Hartley and his wife and business part-
ner, Dina Merrill.

Hartley first met actress Dina Merrill
thirty yearsago. After graduating from
Harvard Business School, he worked
with several investment banks in New
York. In the early 1970s he had made
his film debut and starred in a number
of films before returning to his busi-
ness career in the late 1970s. Mean-
while, Merrill had appeared in more
than ahundred TV films and starred in
twenty-two motion pictures.

They metagain in 1986. Hartley was
the managing and artistic director of
the American Theater Company in
Aspen, Colorado, producing and di-

recting plays for Colorado audiences;
Merrill was a founder of Greenroom
Enterprises Company. They married
and united their companies, creating
Pavilion Communications (now re-
named Foundation of Artists). RKO/
Pavilion, which is part of this corpora-
tion, and the Writers Guild of America/
West are the American sponsors of the
competition, whose winners will be
awarded the Hartley-Merrill prize.

The first script competition was held
in 1989-90. “Its chief goal was to draw
the attention of the world community
to Soviet scriptwriters,” says the
competition’s director, Tatyana Naza-
rova. “At the same time it teaches our
authors to work by world standards,
which, unfortunately, does not rule
outacertainadherencetoclichés. Natu-
rally, the theme is international or
Soviet-American. Many of the entries
are so alike, however—for instance, a
Soviet-American love affair, or partici-
pation in joint combat operations on
earth or in outer space—that we have
to dismiss them right away. We select
the ones that combine American pro-
fessionalism and brilliant technique
with deep emotional content typical of
the Soviet cinema. This, in my opinion,
is the chief goal of the competition.”

“The competition has two stages,”
says editor Irada Ismailova. “In the
first stage, ASK collects applications,
which briefly outline the idea of the
script. For better objectivity, all of the
applications were anonymous and
were registered under a code selected
by the author. A group of experts
picked thebest twenty-five fromabout
7,000 applications.

“You can imagine what an enor-
mous amount of work we have to do.
Now we are holding the second com-
petition of this kind. We are proposing
that the initial selection be done by the
local cinematographers unions, but the
ASK leaders have not yet supported
this idea.

“Then the selected applications are
translated into English and sent to
America, where they are read by an
international jury. The five winners of
this first stage receive a prize of 500
dollars and honorary diplomas. At the
second stage the five authors write
scripts, and the international jury se-
lects the best script, whose author re-
ceives the Hartley-Merrill prize, the

winner’sdiploma, and a prize of 10,000
dollars. The winner also gets a tour of
Robert Redford’s Sundance Institute
filmmakers laboratory in Utah, where
the screenplay is developed. The
American sponsors also search for an
American producer to screen the
script.”

The international jury, headed by
Hartley and Merrill, includes Robert
Redford; British producer David
Puttnam; Italian director Lina
Wertmuller; Soviet director Nikita
Mikhalkov; George Kirgo, president
of the Writers Guild of America/ West;
Eduard Akopov, president of the
Screenwriters Guild of the USSR; David
Williamson, president of the Writers
Guild of Australia; and Soviet screen-
writer Rustam Ibraghimbekov.

Last year the finalists were Vadim
Letov (Keelover), Dmitri Ivanov and
Alexander Trifonov (A Rainy Weekend
in Moscow), Pavel Chukhrai (Mirage),
Vera and Andrei Samsonov (Order:
Remove Gorbachev), and Irakli
Kvirikadze, whose screenplay Ameri-
can Whore won the contest.

Noteverything goessmoothly, how-
ever. Although the second contest is
under way, the two sides have not yet
concluded any agreement because of
differences over the distribution of the
box office. The contest itself is a non-
commercial project and does not bring
in any profit. Most of the costs are
absorbed by ASK, which can hardly be
described as rich. The agreement also
must take into account the interests of
the writer, who is supposed to receive
a share of the film’s box office.

Though some details still need to be
worked out, nothing seems to threaten
the contest: Its importance is obvious,
and its popularity is growing in the
Soviet Union. “This award, which is
now famous in the Soviet Union, brings
together many strata of Soviet profes-
sional and creativecommunities,” says
Hartley, “and encourages a national
interest in motion-picture writing that
is not just American or Soviet, but glo-
bal. We, together with the members of
the international jury, are building an
annual literary and motion-picture
event that has already brought in a
phenomenal, unprecedented response
from the Soviet creative community.
That's the happy reality of the Hartley-
Merrill dream.”
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GARMAYEV

Continued from page 51

escaping one’s narrow cycle. In sum-
mer camp 1990, where no one was
afraid of being caught at prayers, and
it never occurred to the children to
hide their crosses, there were no more
gamesof thetype I havejust described.
They werereplaced by participation in
the mystery of the Good News, under-
standing of which is granted a person
by inclusion in church life.

I scrutinized the people in the camp
to see how they differed from us old-
timers. I discovered that I knew ten of
them, the Garmayev veterans. Three of
them had returned to continue the
Cycle after they had done their stint in
the armed forces. But the majority were
newcomers.

“That is natural,” said Garmayev.
“The Cycle is called a cycle precisely
because people leave it eventually.
After all, this is not a sect. We simply
help people to understand themselves
and to realize that they cannot cope by
their efforts alone. All the schools of
self-improvement are a delusion. One
can build up one’s biceps, while at the
same time one’s soul sinks lower and
lower. Only God, who has breathed

life into us, can make us better people.

“The veterans of the Cycle are my
assistants, those who have taken up
the Cycle professionally, that is, for the
sake of others. It is their work. We are
self-supporting and receive no subsi-
dies. We have cycles for teachers, for
parents, and for nursery and kinder-
garten teachers. Our laboratory now
has a staff of about thirty. Tomorrow
they will become the leaders of groups,
just as it was when you studied in a
group of this kind. Remember?”

Of course, I remember. For almost
two years we used to meet every week.
Sessions lasted for five to six hours,
sometimes more, plus homework.

Garmayev’s program is not psycho-
analysis or group psychotherapy,
though he uses the methods of both.
He is familiar with the innovations of
psychology; his system combines the
ascetic spiritual experience of the
church and the achievements of mod-
ern psychology.

The source of energy with which he
associates those who work in his Cycle
isnotthe energy of self-assertion, which
is the motive force of modern civiliza-
tion, the psychological foundation of
creativity, business, and sports, where
the vital thing is to be first. This energy
permeatesall human relationshipsand
is the motive power of almost every-

thing that we do. Another type of en-
ergy occasionally breaks through, how-
ever. Garmayev’s system is calculated
to increase a person’s beneficial en-
ergy at these points of lesion in the
egocentric membrane.

We can live in this world not on
ideas (which are dear to us because we
find them viable) but on life and its
eternal springs. Living on ideas invari-
ably brings civilization to an impasse.

The fact that the Soviet Union is the
first of the world’s powers to feel this
impasse gives hope that, after recover-
ing from the terrible diseases of mate-
rialism and idealism, the country will
be able to return to the sources of life.

If there is an antithesis to Gar-
mayev’s approach to psychologys, it is
best expressed in Dale Carnegie’s best
seller How to Make Friends and Influence
People. The person who reads such a
book sharesits aims, which means that
he will not derive from it any impulse
to genuine life, only its imitation, only
lifeless action motivated by an ephem-
eral goal. Garmayev’s collected works
might be called: “How to Give One’s
Life for Others and How Not to Use
People for One’'s Own Ends.” That
would be a very suitable title, for the
goal of our thousand-year-old culture
is quite different. The goal of our cul-
ture is freedom. ]

o [
Historians
Continued from page 29

this is characteristic of intellectuals,
however, is wrong; it is part of the
myth of intellectual wordmongering.
Real intellectuals are not passive ob-
servers on thesidelines; they are think-
ers and builders of life. They therefore
respect people of unorthodox views.

Q: Can we talk today about Russia’s
historic mission?
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A: The influence of Russian culture on
the development of world culture is
immense, indeed. Russian ideas have
taken root in literature, social sciences,
religion, philosophy, music, and space
research.

The political influence of Russian
culture is also great. It has largely de-
termined the course of universal his-
tory. In the thirteenth century, on the
eve of the Renaissance, the peoples
living on the lands that would soon
compose Russia protected Europe
against the invasion of nomads. They
saved European civilization, though

by sacrificing their own progress. Rus-
sia put an end to the growth of
Napoleon’simperial power. The USSR
sacrificed millions of its citizens tosave
humankind from the nazi plague.
The Soviet people have lived
through the terrible experience of
forced and accelerated transformation
inasystem thatdid notrely on popular
tradition. Their example has shown
others the harmfulness of such experi-
ments. The people nevertheless have
the strength for regeneration. Sacrifice
in the name of the world is probably
this country’s real historic mission. B




















































































major steps toward the creation of the
anti-Hitler coalition.
rom September 29 to October 1,
1941, Moscow hosted a tripar-
tite conference of the United
States, Great Britain, and the So-
viet Union, at which the participants
decided to pool their efforts in the
struggle against Hitler and his allies.
Between July and September the
United States had sent fifty-nine fight-
ers and five hundred trucks to the So-
viet Union, which was notenough. On
the first day of the aggression the Ger-
mans had destroyed more than 1,200
Soviet planes and other military hard-
ware. The enemy was virtually stand-
ing at the walls of Moscow, and the
officers of German advance units could
see the cupolas of Moscow churches
through binoculars.

The Moscow Conference ended on
October 1 with the signing of the first
tripartite Allied agreement, a secret
protocol of deliveries. The idea of the
anti-Hitler coalition was comple-
mented with a solid material basis.
Under the protocol, the United States
and Great Britain pledged to deliver to
the Soviet Union four hundred planes,
five hundred tanks, air defense and
antitank guns, tin,aluminum, lead,and
other kinds of military materiel and
armaments monthly in the period from
October 1, 1941, until the end of June
1942. Moreover, in late October 1941
the United States government gave the
Soviet Union an interest-free loan of
onebilliondollars to pay forlend-lease
deliveries.

On November 4 Stalin sent a tele-
gram to President Roosevelt in which
he called the decision “vital aid to the
Soviet Union in its tremendous and
onerous struggle against our common
enemy—bloody Hitlerism.”

Stalin’saddress and Molotov’s final
speech at the conference in Moscow
testified to a very important change in
the position of the Soviet government,
a change that had occurred during the
hundred days since the beginning of
the German attack. That change can be
seen clearly in Molotov’s speeches at
the final session of the conference on
October 1, 1941.

In late October 1939, when Great
Britain and France were already fight-
ing Germany and the Soviet leaders
had anonaggression pactand anagree-
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ment on border friendship with Fas-
cists, Molotov thundered at the “rul-
ingclassesin Great Britainand France.”
He said: “The British government has
proclaimed that the aim of its war
against Germany is allegedly nothing
other than the destruction of Hitlerism.
But wars of this kind cannot be justi-
fied. Anyone will understand thatide-
ologies cannot be destroyed by force of
arms, by means of war. That is why it
is not just senseless, but criminal to
wage such a war as the war to destroy
Hitlerism, under the false motto of
struggle for democracy.”

On October 1, 1941, a hundred days
after Germany attacked the Soviet
Union, Molotov, quite forgetting about
his class attitude, proclaimed: “It
should be said that not only Great Brit-
ain, which is fighting Nazi Germany,

but also the nonfighting United States
of America have unanimously agreed
help the Soviet Union in this struggle
with their rich material resources.
pool efforts of the main democratic
countries against the nazi tyranny,
those who have been attacked but also
for those who will be attacked in the
es, it was a dramatic change.
Y The same man who had criti-
Great Britain and France for
their desire to destroy Hitlerism two
created for that very purpose. Molotov
declared: “We are convinced that our
stronger soon, that no force on earth
can destroy this anti-Hitler front, and
against Hitlerism was created by states
that would find ways and means to
threatening all peoples, from the face
of the earth.”
of the Soviet Union learned an impor-
tant lesson. It took them a hundred
other in conditions of a global threat, a
hundred days of breathing space that
a result, each side made the only pos-
sible choice. The West overcame its

on the need to destroy Hitlerism and
Against his will, Hitler has helped to
which is a deadly threat not only for
near future.”
cized the ruling classes of
years before now hailed the coalition
great anti-Hitler front will become
thatatlonglasta coalition spearheaded
banish the nazi abscess in Europe,
Leaders of the Western powers and
days to change their opinion of each
was guaranteed by the Red Army. As
distrust of the Soviet Unionand pinned

itshopes on the valiance of the socialist
state, whilethe Soviet leadership aban-
doned its class attitude and joined
forces with the leading capitalist pow-
ers. Both sides did this in the name of
eliminating the absolute evil of the
twentieth century, nazism.
ome three years later, at the
Yalta Conference of the Big
Three on February 11, 1945,
when the fate of the nazi mon-
ster was sealed, Stalin, Roosevelt, and
Churchill stated that the victory in that
warand the projected establishment of
the United Nations Organization pro-
vided the greatest possibility for guar-
anteeing peace. In principle, they were
correct, although the cold war that fol-
lowed, despite the establishment of
the United Nations, postponed the
implementation of their idea by forty-
five years. It took much time and effort
for the Western leaders to overcome
their traditional distrust of the Soviet
Union and for the Soviet leadership to
renounce its dogmatic class attitude
toward politics.

Only after perestroika waslaunched
in April 1985 did the Soviet Union
recognize the priority of global human
values over class interests. One of the
results of the new thinking advocated
by Gorbachev was a change in the Pro-
gram of the Communist Party of the
USSR. Two of this document'’s funda-
mental phrases, which recognized the
theoretical possibility of waging a
nuclear war in the name of class inter-
ests, were deleted. These sentences
were: “If theimperialistaggressorsdare
to initiate a new world war, people
would no longer tolerate a system that
imposes devastating wars on them.
They will sweep away and bury impe-
rialism.” In our nuclear age this would
have meant an end to humanity.

Free from the bonds of bias and a
dogmatic class view of foreign policy,
the Westernleadersand the Sovietlead-
ership acted as one when the Iraqi
aggression against Kuwait created a
new global threat. They did so in the
United Nations, the organization con-
ceived by the leaders of the three great
powers during the Second World War.
The fifty years that have passed since
theestablishment of theanti-Hitler coa-
lition haveevidently been long enough
to learn the lesson of history but not so
long as to forget it. -
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REDEFINING THE KGB

T he Law on State Security Agen-
cies is a long-awaited legisla-
tive act. And no wonder—so
much has been said and written about
the violations of our laws by the KGB,
(the Committee for State Security). The
historical truthisacquiring amore defi-
nite image; its complex and tragic
pieces are finally clicking into place.
That is why the Soviet people want to
make sure that the changes that have
taken place inour country areirrevers-
ible. The people want firm guarantees
that their rights and freedoms will be
safeguarded.

Laws on special services are a legal
standard in any civilized country. It
would be wrong to say that previously
there were no legislative acts to regu-
late the activities of the KGB in the
USSR. The problem was that the regu-
lations were issued by government
agencies and kept secret from the pub-
lic. Today they do not conform to the
spirit of the times and the democratic
processes under way in this country.

Interestingly, it was the KGB itself
that initiated the new law. The effort
involved hundreds of people: lawyers,
KGB personnel, experts on interna-
tional affairs,and independent experts.
The draft law reflected the numerous
observations and suggestions submit-
ted by members of union and republi-
can government bodies.

It wasn’tasmooth effortinany way.
Some of the people’s deputies argued
that a law on the KGB should indeed
be passed, but not until there was a
new union treaty and a cohesive plan
for national security. The point is cer-
tainly a valid one, but the experience of
perestroika indicates that the bodies of
state authority are often late in making
crucialdecisions, whichhashad a nega-
tive impact on this country’s progress.
This applies to both economic reform
and the work of law-enforcement agen-
cies. It would hardly have made sense
to shelve the draft approved by the
USSR Supreme Soviet last May.

So what exactly is the Law on State
Security Agencies? In the first place, it
is a document that clearly and unam-
biguously regulates the agencies of

By Victor Bashkin

state security and defines their spheres
of competence, even in areas that have
been kept secret from the public until
now. The people, who once reacted
with fear at the very mention of the
secret agency, will now realize that
their relationship with the KGBis based
on legal standards.

Notably, the law stresses human
rights and respect for theindividual. It
doesthisina very specific manner. For
instance, Article 4 of the law states that
the agencies of state security will in
their activities undeviatingly observe
the rights and freedoms of the indi-
vidual. If suchrights and freedoms are
violated, thelaw enables any personto
appeal the illegal action in court, and
the KGB branch in question will be
obliged to restore justice, compensate
for damages, and prosecute the culprit
or culprits.

Under the draft, the KGB’s main
functions are intelligence and counter-
intelligence activities; the provision of
essential information to the supreme
bodies of state authority; crime con-
trol; the ensuring of state secrets; the
protection of state borders; guarantee-
ing the readiness of wartime security
forces; and methodological, organiza-
tional, and technical assistance to in-
terested departments.

The draft’s largest section describes
the authority of the agencies of state
security. Three levels are described.
There is a range of duties assigned to
the KGB proper, another assigned
jointly tothe central KGBand theagen-
cies of state security in the republics,
and stillanother that is the responsibil-
ity of the state security agencies in the
republics.

In particular, the central KGB orga-
nizes intelligence and counterintelli-
gence work; guards against terrorism
and investigates organized crime; pro-
tects state borders; ensures the safety
of diplomatic missions, and consular
and other agencies of foreign coun-
tries; uses its troops to ensure state
security on the basis of and in compli-
ance with the procedures stipulated in
the law of the USSR; establishes con-
tacts and maintains interaction with

special services in foreign countries;
and so forth.

Many areas having to do with the
ensuring of common interests fall
within joint authority.

From now on, the republics’ state
security agencies willhave broad pow-
ers. Therigid, centralized management
structure is no more. Appointments to
and removals from office in the repub-
lics” security bodies will be the domain
of the republics. Holders of such posts
will be ex officio on the board of the
central KGB. The republican KGB
branches will be in charge of intelli-
gence and counterintelligence work,
crime control, assistance in the protec-
tion of state borders, and many other
things.

For the first time in Soviet history,
therights of the KGB bodies have been
described openly. Thelaw permits KGB
personnel to carry out public or covert
search operations,and touse the assist-
ance of individuals on a secret or pub-
licbasis. Incertain situations described
in the law, the KGB has the right to
intercept mail or wiretap telephones.
Such activities, however, must be ap-
proved by the procurator.

Under certainextraordinary circum-
stances, the KGB has the right at any
time to enter and examine a citizen’s
home or the territory and premises of
an enterprise, agency, or organization.
The KGB must notify the procurator
twenty-four hoursinadvance. Thelaw
describes in detail situations where
KGB military personnel have the right
to make use of weapons (Article 15).

The law gives society a chance to
more effectively monitor KGB activi-
ties. This is evidentin the fifth and final
section of the document: Overseeing
the activities of the central KGB will be
the domain of the USSR Supreme So-
viet, the President, and the Cabinet of
Ministers (Article 1). Monitoring the
uniform execution of laws by the KGB
will be the responsibility of the USSR
Procurator General, the procurators of
the union republics, and procurators
accountable to them (Article 20). From
now on, the KGB’s activities will be
permanently governed by law. u
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the violations of our laws by the KGB,
(the Committee for State Security). The
historical truth is acquiring a more defi-
nite image; its complex and tragic
pieces are finally clicking into place.
That is why the Soviet people want to
make sure that the changes that have
taken place in our country are irrevers-
ible. The people want firm guarantees
that their rights and freedoms will be
safeguarded.

Laws on special services are a legal
standard in any civilized country. It
would be wrong to say that previously
there were no legislative acts to regu-
late the activities of the KGB in the
USSR. The problem was that the regu-
lations were issued by government
agencies and kept secret from the pub-
lic. Today they do not conform to the
spirit of the times and the democratic
processes under way in this country.

Interestingly, it was the KGB itself
that initiated the new law. The effort
involved hundreds of people: lawyers,
KGB personnel, experts on interna-
tional affairs, and independent experts.
The draft law reflected the numerous
observations and suggestions submit-
ted by members of union and republi-
can government bodies.

It wasn’tasmooth effortinany way.
Some of the people’s deputies argued
that a law on the KGB should indeed
be passed, but not until there was a
new union treaty and a cohesive plan
for national security. The point is cer-
tainly a valid one, but the experience of
perestroika indicates that the bodies of
state authority are often late in making
crucial decisions, whichhashad a nega-
tive impact on this country’s progress.
This applies to both economic reform
and the work of law-enforcementagen-
cies. It would hardly have made sense
to shelve the draft approved by the
USSR Supreme Soviet last May.

So what exactly is the Law on State
Security Agencies? In the first place, it
is a document that clearly and unam-
biguously regulates the agencies of
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state security and defines their spheres
of competence, even in areas that have
been kept secret from the public until
now. The people, who once reacted
with fear at the very mention of the
secret agency, will now realize that
theirrelationship with the KGBisbased
on legal standards.

Notably, the law stresses human
rights and respect for theindividual. It
does this in a very specific manner. For
instance, Article 4 of the law states that
the agencies of state security will in
their activities undeviatingly observe
the rights and freedoms of the indi-
vidual. If suchrights and freedoms are
violated, the law enables any person to
appeal the illegal action in court, and
the KGB branch in question will be
obliged to restore justice, compensate
for damages, and prosecute the culprit
or culprits.

Under the draft, the KGB’s main
functions are intelligence and counter-
intelligence activities; the provision of
essential information to the supreme
bodies of state authority; crime con-
trol; the ensuring of state secrets; the
protection of state borders; guarantee-
ing the readiness of wartime security
forces; and methodological, organiza-
tional, and technical assistance to in-
terested departments.

The draft’s largest section describes
the authority of the agencies of state
security. Three levels are described.
There is a range of duties assigned to
the KGB proper, another assigned
jointly to the centralKGBand theagen-
cies of state security in the republics,
and stillanother that is the responsibil-
ity of the state security agencies in the
republics.

In particular, the central KGB orga-
nizes intelligence and counterintelli-
gence work; guards against terrorism
and investigates organized crime; pro-
tects state borders; ensures the safety
of diplomatic missions, and consular
and other agencies of foreign coun-
tries; uses its troops to ensure state
security on the basis of and in compli-
ance with the procedures stipulated in
the law of the USSR; establishes con-
tacts and maintains interaction with

special services in foreign countries;
and so forth.

Many areas having to do with the
ensuring of common interests fall
within joint authority.

From now on, the republics’ state
security agencies willhavebroad pow-
ers. Therigid, centralized management
structure is no more. Appointments to
and removals from office in the repub-
lics’ security bodies will be the domain
of the republics. Holders of such posts
will be ex officio on the board of the
central KGB. The republican KGB
branches will be in charge of intelli-
gence and counterintelligence work,
crime control, assistance in the protec-
tion of state borders, and many other
things.

For the first time in Soviet history,
the rights of the KGB bodies have been
described openly. Thelaw permits KGB
personnel to carry out public or covert
search operations,and to use the assist-
ance of individuals on a secret or pub-
licbasis. Incertainsituations described
in the law, the KGB has the right to
intercept mail or wiretap telephones.
Such activities, however, must be ap-
proved by the procurator.

Under certain extraordinary circum-
stances, the KGB has the right at any
time to enter and examine a citizen’s
home or the territory and premises of
an enterprise, agency, or organization.
The KGB must notify the procurator
twenty-four hoursinadvance. The law
describes in detail situations where
KGB military personnel have the right
to make use of weapons (Article 15).

The law gives society a chance to
more effectively monitor KGB activi-
ties. Thisisevident in thefifth and final
section of the document: Overseeing
the activities of the central KGB will be
the domain of the USSR Supreme So-
viet, the President, and the Cabinet of
Ministers (Article 1). Monitoring the
uniform execution of laws by the KGB
will be the responsibility of the USSR
Procurator General, the procurators of
the union republics, and procurators
accountable to them (Article 20). From
now on, the KGB’s activities will be
permanently governed by law. n
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River, on whose banks the mysterious
settlement was built is the Koyukuk
River on thé Seward Peninsula.

This conclusion is based on the Map
to the Journey of Ivan Kobelev, which was
compiled fromstories told by residents
of the islands in the Bering Strait and
on data gathered by Kobelev during
his journeys to the islands and to the
American shores.

The modern map of the Seward Pe-
ninsuladoes notmention the Heuveren
River or Kymgovey. Nor are these fea-
tures found on the maps of the late
nineteenth or early twentieth century.

The Russian settlement on the
HeuverenRiver was located inthe zone
of construction-gradeforest. The wind-
ing Koyukuk River spirals through just
such forest in its middle and lower
reaches.

Why would Russians have gone to
the area in question? One possible sce-
nariois thatthey went there from north-
ern Siberia, trying to circumvent the
Chukchi Peninsula. The voyage most
likely began in late spring or early
summer. In those days the most sen-
sible way of sailing in the northern seas
was to follow the retreating ice in be-
tween the shore and the large blocks of
ice that had run aground. The tech-
nique presumed that the ship would
have to follow the contour of the shore
quite accurately.

With a draft of a mere two or three
meters, the koch (a type of old Russian
ship) was in no danger of being
squeezed by the ice, but it was in seri-
ous trouble when it came to storms.
For this reason drifting ice was the
logical choice when thealternative was
abig wave. Theseafarersavoided such
waves by following the retreating ice
and even using it as protection. When
they were in the midst of ice floes, they
could take advantage of the ship’s
shape, whichmadeit virtually squeeze-
proof. Furthermore, because the ship
followed theice, it prolonged the navi-
gational season, which was particu-
larly important for long voyages.

Insummertime the prevailing winds
in the Bering Strait are from the west.
This helps shipssailing from the mouth
of the Kolyma River. The main current
flows along the American coast from
the Pacific to the Arctic Ocean, reach-
ing into Kotzebue Sound. One subtlety
is that whenitreaches the Bering Strait,
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one of the branches of the current cre-
ates a ten-mile zone of reverse current
from the Arctic to Pacific oceans.

Insummertime most of the Chukchi
Sea south of ice is taken up by clear
water; the smaller part is covered with
broken ice. Broken ice may sometimes
gather in large amounts, especially
during the first half of summer. Some
seventeenth-century documents note
that “ice has blocked passage for sev-
eral years in a row.”

Masses of broken ice are mobile,
theirmovements governed by currents
and wind. When the wind is out of the
north or northwest, a strip of fairly
clear water usually stretches from the
northern shores of Chukotka to
Kotzebue Sound. This area is suitable
for navigation and is situated between
the ice line in the north and the masses
of broken ice in the south (there is a lot
of such ice in the western part of the
Bering Strait). Thereis always fog above
the edge of the ice that conceals the
coastline from view. Such fogs are a
constant feature at the juncture of ice
and clear water.

A voyage could have been made in
the seventeenth century from the Sibe-
rian shores to Kotzebue Sound north
of the Bering Strait because the direc-
tion of the wind and of the current was
suitable for such a voyage, whereas the
ice in the western part of the Bering
Strait could have prevented seafarers
from heading south.

This assumption fully corresponds
with reports from the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries, which repeatedly
described complicated navigational
conditions as a result of which the Rus-
sians had to keep changing the route.
They eventually found themselves in
Alaska, although they sailed from
northeasternSiberiaaround Chukotka.

A well-known but rather controver-
sial document, a report by a certain
Nikifor Malgin, caught my attention.
The following note was written in the
Yakutsk chancellery in February 1710
on evidence offered by Malgin:

“Nikifor Malgin said during ques-
tioning that in past years, under Gov-
ernor Prince Ivan Boryatinsky, he,
Nikifor, had sailed from Yakutsk to-
gether with merchants on a koch to the
mouth of the Lena [Yakutsk is on the
bank of the Lena River, which joins the
Arctic Ocean], then by sea from the

Lena mouth, close to the coastline,
straight to the mouth of the Kolyma.

“In past years merchant Taras
Stadukhin told Nikifor in the Kolyma
winter hut that previously he, Taras,
and comrades had come to the Kolyma
and from there they embarked onkoches
to explore by sea the impassable cape.
They couldn’tsail around the cape and
went back. They walked across the
cape tothe otherside. They made koches
and traveled by sea to the mouth of the
Penzhina. They defeated warriors and
captured a woman. They saw an island
and land opposite the mouth of the
Penzhina. Taras and his comrades
asked the woman about theisland. The
woman told them that there were
bearded people on that island who
wore long robes and called Russian
people ‘brothers.” They, Taras and his
comrades, didn’tgotothatisland. They
headed back. The aliens killed eighty-
one of Taras’s comrades. Only nine
survived, and they returned to
Kolyma.”

I should add that other documents
refer to Malgin’s arrival in Kolyma as
early as the year 1669, that is, the voy-
age of Taras Stadukhin and his friends
could be attributed to an even earlier
period.

Let us try to reconstruct the route
followed by Stadukhin, bearing in
mind the above-mentioned weather
conditions north of the Bering Strait.

Astheytraveled from Kolyma along
the shoreline, the seafarers reached the
Chukchi Sea north of the Bering Strait.
There they were carried to the funnel-
like trap of Kotzebue Sound, which
they didn’t notice because of weather
conditions. The contour of the coast-
line of Kotzebue Sound may have told
the travelers that they couldn’t circum-
vent the land, so to continue their jour-
ney around the shore had become
senseless.

When they received what they took
for irrefutable evidence that the al-
leged Chukotka Cape was impassable,
that is, that Chukotka was not a penin-
sula but an isthmus, the travelers may
have decided to walk across the isth-
mus. For this they “went back,” as the
story goes, to where they had seen the
estuaries of large rivers, and along one
of them they traveled deep onto the
Seward Peninsula.

They may have walked across the









River, on whose banks the mysterious
settlement was built is the Koyukuk
River on thé Seward Peninsula.

This conclusion is based on the Map
to the Journey of Ivan Kobelev, which was
compiled fromstories told by residents
of the islands in the Bering Strait and
on data gathered by Kobelev during
his journeys to the islands and to the
American shores.
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For this reason drifting ice was the
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waves by following the retreating ice
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gational season, which was particu-
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Insummertime the prevailing winds
in the Bering Strait are from the west.
This helps shipssailing from the mouth
of the Kolyma River. The main current
flows along the American coast from
the Pacific to the Arctic Ocean, reach-
ing into Kotzebue Sound. One subtlety
is that whenitreaches the Bering Strait,
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one of the branches of the current cre-
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headed back. The aliens killed eighty-
one of Taras’s comrades. Only nine
survived, and they returned to
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I should add that other documents
refer to Malgin’s arrival in Kolyma as
early as the year 1669, that is, the voy-
age of Taras Stadukhin and his friends
could be attributed to an even earlier
period.

Let us try to reconstruct the route
followed by Stadukhin, bearing in
mind the above-mentioned weather
conditions north of the Bering Strait.

Astheytraveled from Kolyma along
the shoreline, the seafarers reached the
Chukchi Sea north of the Bering Strait.
There they were carried to the funnel-
like trap of Kotzebue Sound, which
they didn’t notice because of weather
conditions. The contour of the coast-
line of Kotzebue Sound may have told
the travelers that they couldn’t circum-
vent the land, so to continue their jour-
ney around the shore had become
senseless.

When they received what they took
for irrefutable evidence that the al-
leged Chukotka Cape was impassable,
that is, that Chukotka was not a penin-
sula but an isthmus, the travelers may
have decided to walk across the isth-
mus. For this they “went back,” as the
story goes, to where they had seen the
estuaries of large rivers, and along one
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JOINT VENTURES:
IS THE FORMULA RIGHT?

By Boris Alexeyev

F ive years ago an economist told me
quite emphatically that he and his
colleagues had a cure for the ailing
Soviet economy. It was concise and
dynamic: joint ventures. According to
this plan, a Soviet partner and a foreign
company would setupa firm toengage
in business together.

The Soviet government was quick to
give the new idea a green light. Many
hopes were pinned onit,and most fore-
casts were more than optimistic—the
scheme would result in a market filled
with goods, and the qualifications of
the work force would improve by us-
ing Western equipment and methods.

Joint ventures soon came into exist-
ence. The count now is 3,400 firms in-
volving foreign businesses.The views
of thearchitects of the theory, however,
are not all that rosy. “Joint ventures are
still to play a substantial role in filling
the domestic market with manufac-
tured goods, raw materials, and food-
stuffs,” wrote the journalVneshnaya
torgovlya (Foreign Trade).

InLeningrad, Russia’ssecond larg-
est and most important city, virtually
every corner sportsboutiquesand stores
with brightly colored signs announc-
ing that they arejoint ventures. But you
don’t have to look too long to notice
that they are not selling anything they
produced. Some joint ventures are a
convenient front for those trying to
make money (preferably in hard cur-
rency) as fast as possible.

Of course, things are not all bad.
Some joint ventures were set up by
firms that are not pursuing get-rich-
quick schemes in the Soviet market.
Some of these are Cranload (a Soviet-
Swiss company that makes self-pro-
pelled cranes), Homatek (a Soviet-Ger-
man joint venture that manufactures
machinetools),and Lenvest (footwear).
Lenvest, incidentally, employs 3,000.

Some U.S. companies have gotten
into the Soviet market. Among them
are Polaroid, Combustion Engineering,
Honeywell, Carlyle, and McDonalds.

Belye Nochi, a major Soviet-Ameri-
can joint venture in the oil industry, is
producing and shipping petroleum.

Some joint ventures in the Soviet
Union produce computers and com-
puter parts, garments, telephones,
metal-cutting machines, and so forth.

But these companies are small. Only
1.7 percent of all such companies em-
ploy more than 1,000 workers. About
54 percent of joint ventures are busi-
nesses with fewer than fifty employees.

Carl Sovant, of the UN Center on
Transnational Corporations, spoke
about the difficulties that lie ahead:

“A major industrial corporation still
has trouble going into the Soviet mar-
ket. It has to start production using as
many locally available resources as pos-
sible. But one should not hope right
now thatessential raw materials willbe
available in sufficient quantities, be-
cause the Soviet Union lacks a com-
modities market. Virtually everything
is centrally distributed.”

Thus far, only 20 to 30 percent of
joint ventures have proved viablein the
conditions that exist in the Soviet
economy. Eighty percent of the Ger-
man companies that tried to open sub-
sidiaries in the USSR have given up.

At present, acceptable conditions
existonly for companies extracting min-
eralsand firms building hotels. But there
may be light at the end of the long
tunnel: Recently promulgated laws per-
mit 100 percent foreign ownership on
the territory of the USSR.

The establishment of “purely West-
ern businesses,” said Soviet economist
Pavel Bunich, means that Soviet people
employed by them will work with all
theirmightand earn good money. “Who
would otherwise want to lose benefits
more or less guaranteed by the state?”

A British commercial delegation rep-
resenting leading aerospace firms spent
a week in the Soviet Union on a fact-
finding tour and got acquainted with
the Soviet aviation industry.

The delegation, led by Lord Reay,

minister of industry and technology,
visited some Soviet plants that were
until recently considered secret.

The visitors were not interested in
classified information, but in the broad-
ening of a future market and of pros-
pects for British-Soviet cooperation in
the aviation industry.

“The Soviet aviation industry is in
outputand employmentone of thelarg-
est in the world. Over several decades
aviation has enjoyed a high priority in
the Soviet economy and still forms one
of its most advanced and competitive
sectors,” Lord Reay said, explaining
the interest in that particular sector.

He estimates that the Soviet Union
will double its civil aviation fleet by
1995. That was the reason the delega-
tion was in the Soviet Union. Members
of the delegation had been allowed to
see everything they asked to see.

“We have big plans all right,” con-
firmed Appolon Systsov, minister of
the aircraft industry. “To make them
more specific, we had to show every-
thing to our British guests.”

What are the big plans?

First, the parties agreed to puta Brit-
ish space vehicle in orbit with the help
of the Soviet-made ANT-225.

Second, solid relations were estab-
lished with Rolls Royce, which will pro-
vide engines for a new Soviet airliner,
the TU-204.

Other cooperative arrangements
cover onboard equipment for planes. A
joint aviation enterprise (to be named
Rossiya) will be opened in Moscow and
another in Rostov-on-Don.

Special difficulties in setting up joint
ventures exist in the aviation industry.
And problems are technical rather than
financial. Differing standards and sys-
tems of certification are holding upjoint
activities. But the parties seem to have
resolved such problems.

“Our efforts are bringing us nearer
to cooperation. Once the mutual desire
is here, there will be joint projects,”
Systsov said.
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science

WHEN PLANETS
COLLIDE...........

After analyzing a wealth of scattered facts left

by long-ago scholars, some Siberian scientists
believe that a collision of planets once destroyed
a great terrestrial civilization.

T he giant island Atlantis is said to
have disappeared into the sea
over the course of a day and a

night. This occurred, according to leg-

end, 10,000 to 11,000 years ago. The

catastrophe was accompanied by a

“shifting of the stars” and “the appear-

anceinthesky of new suns, which then

fell onto the Earth, bringing death and
destruction.”

Modern research has confirmed the
tales of our ancestors. The Earth’s crust
has been found to contain a thick layer
of ash, which covered the planet’s sur-
face during the same period—10,000to
11,000 years ago. That period also saw
amassive outbreak of volcanic activity
and the birth of new mountains.

It has now been established that
11,542 years ago, a comet crashed
through our solar system. Scientists
hypothesize that it was about this time
that Phaéthon, the now-defunct tenth
planet whose orbit had been some-
where between Mars and Jupiter, was
destroyed.

Taken together, these facts can help
us trace a link between the destruction
of Phaéthon and the terrestrial cata-
clysm that may well have led to the
sinking of the legendary Atlantis. Most
probably, the comet knocked Phaéthon
from its orbit and hurled it toward
Earth, where it was captured in our
planet’s gravitational field.

Many facts support this hypothesis.
Oneistheexistence ofthe famous Egyp-
tian water clocks, which would have
shown accurate time had they been
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placed at the equator. Likewise, ac-
cording toanancientstarmap of China,
the Chinese could once observe the
skies of both hemispheres, which is
again possible only at the equator.
These two facts alone suggest that the
equator has shifted. Frigid Yakutia, in
the northeast of the USSR, was once
situated ina near-equatorial zone. That
is, incidentally, why the warmth-lov-
ing mammoths could have survived
there. The extinction of these ancient
animals may be connected with the
shifting of the Earth’s poles and the
ensuing rapid changes in its climate. It
isnotinsignificant that undigested food
was found in the stomachs of many
mammoths in the permafrost.

Recall the ancient Greek legend
about Phaéthon, the son of the sun god
Helios. Phaéthon asked his fatherto let
him drive the chariot of the sun. Un-
able to control the chariot, Phaéthon
cameso close tothe Earth thathecaused
fire to flare up on the planet. The people
implored the gods for help. Gaea, god-
dessof Earth, asked Zeus, rulerof gods,
to intervene. Zeus shot bolts of light-
ning at Phaéthon, who fell to Earth.

Historically speaking, the legend
probably deals not with the planet
Phaéthon, but with a large meteorite
that entered the denser layers of the
atmosphere at an angle to the Earth’s
orbit. The meteorite became so hot as it
traveled through the Earth’s atmos-
phere that, in passing over ancient
Greece, Egypt, and India, it glowed
almost as bright as the Sun.

Butscientists hypothesize that it was
indeed the collision of the planets that
could have caused the shifting of the
equatorand the destruction of Atlantis.
During that period there was a mas-
sive eruption of volcanic activity and
an intense process of mountain forma-
tion. One may well imagine the dark-
ness that enveloped the Earth. A
multitude of “suns” suddenly flared
above our planet—fragments of
Phaéthon trapped by the Earth’s grav-
ity and burned in our atmosphere.

The force of the planet’s impact was
tremendous. It must have caused a
fracture in the Earth’s crust and cre-
ated the so-called anomalous zones,
which scientists have long been at a
loss to explain.

It is entirely likely that the Bermuda
Triangle, for instance, is nothing more
thana deformation of the Earth’s crust,
which formed a kind of gigantic funnel
that sucks in objects on the ocean’s sur-
face. Magma that entered the ocean
depths may have produced warm cur-
rents, like the 2,000-kilometer-wide
current near the continent of Antarc-
tica. It is here, scientists believe, that
the collision occurred.

Not long ago a round crater, 250
kilometers in diameter, was discov-
ered near Antarctica. The Chinese sci-
entists who explored the area found no
foreign bodies. This suggests that
Phaéthon, after striking the Earth and
destroying its civilization, was not de-
stroyed itself, but rebounded like a
ball. It is unlikely that it had enough
inertia to tear free of the Earth’s grav-
ity, and it turned into Earth’s satel-
lite—the Moon.

Apollonius of Rhodes, the chief
keeper of the Alexandria library who
lived in the third century B.C., reports
that there was a period when there was
no moon in the sky. This is also men-
tioned by the Greek mathematicianand
astronomer Anaxagoras (500-428 B.C.),
who quotes ancient manuscripts. Leg-
ends of the South African bushmensay
the same. Moreover, anancient Ameri-
can legend states that before a great
catastrophe, “the Sun was closer to
Earth than now and its abundant
warmth made clothes unnecessary....”

No doubt this hypothesis may seem
fantastic to many. Nevertheless, it ex-
plains many unconnected and hitherto
mysterious phenomena. [


















viewpoint

visited several American cities,

large and small. I stayed in
Wheaton, Illinois, a suburb of Chicago,
longer than in any other place. In
Wheaton I made many friends and
realized for the first time (it was my
first visit to the United States) how
mistaken were my conceptions about
America. I realized that though our
countries have some points of com-
monality, our two peoples are prod-
ucts of different cultures, and they have
different values.

Thad not planned tostay in Wheaton
for along time. What could be so inter-
esting about a small city with a popu-
lation of only 50,000? That was one of
my first misconceptions to be dis-
pelled. The bigger the city, the better
the quality of life and the higher the
level of culture and education, I
thought. Was I surprised to learn that
theaverage annualincome of Wheaton
residents is higher than for the United
States as a whole! And four out of five
Wheatoners have college educations—
a higher percentage than many big
American cities.

I always knew that America was a
rich country. When I arrived in the
United States, I realized that was only
part of the story. Things were so differ-
ent here. Perhaps that was my greatest
discovery.

My discovery began in the bath-
room of the firsthousein whichIstayed.
All the faucets worked differently. Be-
fore I learned how to operate them, I
shivered in many ice-cold showers or
became a master at jumping out to
avoid getting scalded by hot water. I
realized then that I was in for many
surprises. I decided I had better take a
closer look at everything.

An American family’s house not
only has more rooms than any apart-
ment in Moscow, but the rooms are
even used differently. No problem with
a bedroom, dining room, or kitchen—
I'surely know what they are—but what
exactly do you do in a living room?
Also, we Russians seem to cram more
furniture into our smaller apartments,
while Americans prefer the spacious
look and fill all kinds of cupboards
with all sorts of things. While thebook-
shelf is the fixture of the Russian
home—we really are a nation of read-
ers—it is a rarity in the American.

Over a period of three months I
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I LOVE
YOU,
MY
FRIENDS

Our correspondent
Ada Baskina gives
her impressions of
America
and Americans.

Though my American hosts were as
attentive and caring as they could be, I
sometimes felt hungry because our
daily routines are quite different.
Americans eat lightly in the morning,
while we usually have a heavy break-
fast. At noon Americans are ready for
a solid meal of soup and a sandwich,
meat with vegetables, and the like,
while I couldn’t eat because I wasn'’t
hungry. By dinner time—between five
and six o’clock—I was ravenous for a
solid meal, while my hosts were still
digesting their big lunches.

My ideas about American food, by
the way, were also mistaken. Sure, I'd
heard that American food was plenti-
ful and healthy, but I had also heard
that it was unimaginative and taste-
less. Yet, after dining in American
homes and restaurants, I found the
American fare tasty and pleasing.

Another stereotype soon collapsed.
Most of my Soviet friends who have
never been to the States think that ra-
tional and pragmatic Americans have
no interest in aesthetic values. How
wrong they are! The things that sur-
round Americans—department stores,
restaurants, libraries, schools,and hos-
pitals, not to mention museums and
government buildings—are not only
functional but also constructed in such

a way as to please the eye with their
design and abundance of decorations,
flowers, and light.

The Americans” harmonious, happy
attitude toward life amazed me. If I
were asked to name my ideal happy
person, it would be Jane Cram, no con-
test. My first impression of her was
rather strange. Most Americans I met
put a great deal of emphasis on their
appearance and like to dress well. Jane
is the opposite, you could say. Most
days you find her in well-worn jeans, a
dark ski sweater, and an old woolen
cap, pulled low. The only thing that
betrays the gloomy effect of her outfit
is her laughing eyes.

Only after Ilived with Jane’s family
did I understand that it was all com-
pletely inline. Sheisahappy and beau-
tiful person who doesn’t pay any
special attention to the external expres-
sion of her personality. But if the occa-
sion calls for it—like the time Jane and
her husband were invited out on the
town—he dons his best suit and Jane
herbest dress, and they are transformed
into an elegant couple.

Rosalinda and Charles Karolek are
about twenty years older than the
Crams, and they are just as happy.
Rosie is an artist, which becomes obvi-
ous as soon as you enter her home.
Carpets, wallpaper, draperies,and up-
holsteries are all in sync, and every-
thing else is perfect to the last detail.
She is full of life and never moody.
Charles, a pilot, is braced, imposing,
and healthy looking. The Karolek chil-
dren, who are all grown up, no longer
live at home—which is quite different
from my country, where a shortage of
housing has several generations hav-
ing often to share a home.

Another couple, Sam and Naomi
Mallory, are retired. They have had a
long life together, but contrary to the
saying that married couples grow to
look alike, Sam and Naomi are like
night and day. While Sam is a jolly,
robust fellow, Noomi is tall, thin, and
reserved. Sam is a talker; Naomi is a
listener. As different as the Mallorys
are, they share a common trait—un-
equaled kindness.

Many Americans told me that they
are happy. WhenIlearned more about
them, I understood that that had noth-
ing to do with good fortune; it was
more a matter of psychological condi-



tioning. Though the people I met have
had both good and bad things happen
in their life—illnesses, business fail-
ures, problems with their children—
their basically optimistic nature and
their ability to find joy in what they
have prove stronger than all the
troubles and suffering that may come
their way.

Though life can be difficult, Ameri-
cans don’t complain or dwell on their
hardships. I discussed this American
trait with several of my Russian friends.
Many of them don’t like it, saying they
regard it as a sign of insincerity. I,
however, do like it. “Fine”—the most
common Americananswer to the ques-
tion, “How are you?”—is nota word to
hide one’s problems from others, but
more of a command to oneself.

I'wasin the United States to attend a
symposium on “Women in Leader-
ship.” I listened to many reports and
held dozens of interviews, but it was
only when I became closer acquainted
with American businesswomen that I
came to understand some of the prob-
lems and difficulties they face.

I feel two social causes engender
the bulk of the businesswoman'’s prob-
lems: her inadequate involvement in
social life (until recently) and tough
competition in her chosen sphere of
endeavor. Both circumstances require
businesswomen to organize their time
efficiently and to continuously upgrade
their skills so as not to waste either
time or energy on their jobs. I didn’t
come across a single lax or apathetic
businesswoman in America.

Gwen Henry, mayor of Wheaton,
told me that she works fifty-five hours
a week, which comes to eleven hours a
day. “That’s alot,” I said, but what she
forgot to say was that she was talking
abouttheten-plus hoursa day she puts
in as the manager of a company. She
fulfills her mayoral duties in her free
time and without financial compensa-
tion. In addition, she is active in her
church and the local women'’s Rotary
Club. Then there are her home chores.

In the morning, half awake, I'd hear
her carracing off. Before dinner, around
five or six in the evening, I'd see her in
the kitchen. After dinner, she’d be off
and running again.

I don’t think it would be fair if I
didn’t mention Chet Henry, who is not
justa husband but a reliable friend and

partner to his wife. Gwen and Chet
have been married for some thirty
years,and, as Gwen confided, Chet has
never let her down, neither when she,
one of eleven children of a Kansas
farmer, was studying at the university,
nor later in Oklahoma, where they
started their family.

When their youngest of four chil-
dren, Peter, turned ten, Gwen went to
work and soon became a highly re-
spected financial specialist. Was it dif-
ficult to combine work with home
chores? Sure, but Chet hasalways been
there to help around the house and
with the children.

Gwen Henry is very energetic, but
Ann Wollenseck, who manages the
municipality of Wheaton, iseven more
so. She can do dozens of things at the
same time. I am deeply indebted to
Ann for helping me gather informa-
tion for future articles.

Whiledispelling my previously held
stereotypes of the American way of
life, Icaught myself creating new ones.
Take Americanbusinesswomen. Could
they all be like Gwen and Ann?

One thing that struck mein Wheaton
was the scale of work that is performed
by volunteers.I'm ashamed to say that
in my country charities and charitable
activities are in the infancy stage. I was
eager to learn why Americans are so
willing to help the elderly, disabled,
and homeless. That became clearer to
me when I made friends with the fam-
ily of Ivan Fahs.

Professor Fahs teaches sociology at
Wheaton College, and heisinvolved in
doing research on the plight of the
homeless. His articles on the subject
have appeared in several journals and
popular magazines. To many people,
that activity would be enough, espe-
cially if the person has recently under-
gone heart surgery. Butnot to Professor
Fahs. A true Christian, he considers it
immoral not to help people in trouble.

“Ada, let me ask you,” he said, “to-
dayis Wednesday—Homeless People’s
Day at our church. Our wholefamily is
going there. Why don’t you join us and
talk to these people?”

This proved more difficult than I
had thought. True, some of the home-
less are mentally unstable, others are
alcoholics, and still others are drug
addicts. But the people who really
touched my heart were the healthy and

perfectly normal people who had fallen
on bad circumstances. I felt more like
crying than smiling.

While I tried to compose myself,
Ivan, his wife, and his mother talked
freely to everybody as though they
were honored guests. The conversa-
tions were friendly and intimate. It
was the Fahses’ attituderatherthanthe
words they spoke that mattered.

I decided to try my hand at talking
with a disabled old man. I could tell he
had had a few drinks and was rather
aggressive.

“He’s much better now,” Ivan said
encouragingly. “You should’ve seen
him when he was brought here right
after his operation. He needed profes-
sional medical help—for example,
changing the dressings on his wounds.
My mother, Elsie, took care of that. He
cursed her up one side and down the
other—nevera word of thanks. He was
angry at the whole world. That went
onforseveraldays. Once, when he was
already getting better, Elsie changed
his bandage and was about to leave
when he called out after her: "Hey, you,
come here! As usual, she didn’t take -
offense or grow indignant, but ap-
proached him quietly. ‘Come closer!
Closer! Closer!’ It seemed to her that he
might want to hit her, but she still
leaned down to him. The old man rose
on his elbows and gave her a gentle
kiss.”

I could go on and on about the vol-
unteers in Wheaton, but I think that
story of the old man says it all. I will be
forever grateful to the Fahses for the
opportunity they gave me to share in
their experience. L
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COMETO RUSSIATO STUDY

Fond of traveling? Interested in Russia? Want to know more about Russia
without having to go through all the formalities?

PRASKOVYA COMPANY CAN HELP

Situated in Malakhovka, a village
near Moscow, Praskovya Company
uses the facilities of the Moscow Re-
gional State Institute of Physical Cul-
ture (Russian acronym MOGIFK) and
organizes:

—the training of foreign citizens in
the preparatory department of the Mos-
cow State Institute of Physical Culture
and preparatory courses for enroll-
ment atany Russianinstitute of higher
learning.

At present, MOGIFK trains about 3,000
students in its day and correspondence
departments. Instruction is conducted by
highly skilled teachers, including doctors
and candidates of science and merited
coaches of the USSR and the Russian
Federation. Among the graduates of the
institute are hockey players, soccer play-
ers, weightlifters, skiers, figure skaters,
speed skaters, swimmers, rowers, bas-
ketball players, track and field athletes,
and many others.

—programs of practical experience
for students, graduate students, and
teachers at educational and scientific-
research centers in Moscow and Mos-
cow Region;

—training, tourist, and cultural pro-
grams on the subject “Russia Today";

—training of Russian-language
translator-guides and of simultaneous
interpreters; and

—Russian-language courses.

Instruction in the Russian language is
conducted in small groups set up accord-
ing to testing results and based on the
students’ level of knowledge or according
to individual programs. Study programs
are available for anywhere from one month
up to one year.

Business people can avail themselves
of this opportunity for acquiring knowl-
edge, which will help them to orient them-

selves in business with Russia, to learn
the business language, and to acquire the
skills of working with business documents
in the Russian language.

Praskovya Company offers the fol-
lowing services to foreign citizens:

—transportation by car to and from
the airport upon arrival and departure;

—well-equipped accommodations;

—three meals a day;

—outpatient medical services;

—excursions and cultural programs;

—physical activities and a variety
of sports programs;

—services of translator-guides;

—study materials on the specific
course.

The cost of tuition is determined
separately for each program. The ap-
proximate fees for the course with full
services is $50 to $60 U.S. a day for
groups and $60 to $80 U.S. for indi-
vidual programs.

Send group or individual applications for specific programs and all proposals to the following address:
MOGIFK, Praskovya Company, Malakhovka, Ul. Shosseynaya 33, Moscow Region, USSR 140090

NEW FROM MARINIST
PUBLISHERS
For All Who Love the
Sea...

Marinist Publishers, whose goal is
to popularize maritime travel and to
instill in its readers, especially young
people, an enthusiasm for the sea, na-
valservice, and the history of the navy,
offers the following books:

Maritime Shipbuilding, a twelve-vol-
ume history of the Russian navy. The
proposed work is not a dry scientific
effort but a lively historical narrative
aimed at a wide audience. It consists of
eyewitness accounts from people who
participated in historical events, his-
torical archives, research conducted by
specialists over the years, and fiction.
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Moreover, this work is historically accu-
rate. Illustrated edition to be issued over
a four- to six-year period.

A History of Naval Tradition, by V.
Dygalo. Adults and children alike who
are interested in the navy will read this
book with pleasure. It relates the origins
of naval traditions, rituals, and termi-
nology. Illustrated edition to be issued
in the second half of 1992.

Associative Graphics of Artist V.
Gordeyev, based on the poetry of the
famous Boris Pasternak. The poetry of
Boris Pasternak created visual associa-
tions in the mind of avant garde-artist
Gordeyev. He fixed these images in his
miniatures. Each of these miniatures is
presented with the poetic text (in Rus-
sian, English, German, and French),
producing a complete and impressive
artistic image.

Marinist Publishers does not ignore
children. In 1992 it will publish Magical
Tales by the Countess de Segur, a color-
ful book for young children titled The
Lonely Penguin, and acomicbookbased
on Nekrasov’s famous story “The Ad-
ventures of Captain Vrungel.” In addi-
tion, over the next year Marinist
Publishers will issue four series of col-
oring books on the history of ships.

Marinist Publishers is eager to es-
tablish mutually profitable coopera-
tion with anyone interested in the sea
and maritime literature. Our address:

Marinist Publishers
P. O. Box #5
Moscow, 119136
Telephone: 203-7566

General Director of Marinist Publishers
Lev Sergeyevich Vlasov






































































