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P o l i t i c a l o b s e r v e r s i n A s i a n c o u n t r i e s h a v e l o n g 
n o t e d t h a t P e k i n g ' s A s i a n p o l i c y i s a r e f l e c t i o n o f d e v e 
l o p m e n t s w i t h i n C h i n a ' s r u l i n g q u a r t e r s , w h i c h o f t e n 
a s s u m e a m o s t d r a m a t i c a n d u n p r e d i c t a b l e f o r m . E v e n 
t h e m o s t e x p e r i e n c e d o b s e r v e r s h a v e o f t e n f a i l e d t o 
d e c i p h e r w h a t g o e s o n b e h i n d t h e h i g h w a l l s o f C h u n g -
n a n h a i , t h e E m p e r o r ' s P a l a c e t h a t h a s b e e n t u r n e d 
i n t o a " r e s t r i c t e d a r e a " e v e r s i i i c e i t b e c a m e M a o T s e -
t u n g ' s r e s i d e n c e . A n d i n t h e a b s e n c e o f c o n c r e t e f a c t s 
o n t h e b a s i s o f w h i c h a r e a s o n a b l y p r e c i s e f o r e c a s t o f 
P e k i n g ' s i n t e n t i o n s c a n b e m a d e , a n d w i t h P e k i n g ' s 
d e c l a r a t i o n s o f t e n r u n n i n g c o u n t e r t o C h i n a ' s a c t u a l 
p o l i c y i n A s i a , a l l i n d i r e c t s i g n s p r o v i d e f o o d f o r 
r u m o u r s a n d g u e s s w o r k . T h e p r e s s i n S o u t h a n d S o u t h -
E a s t A s i a h a s o f t e n t r i e d t o g u e s s w h a t l i e s b e h i n d 
P e k i n g ' s " d i p l o m a c y o f s m i l e s " t o w a r d s C h i n a ' s n e i g h 
b o u r s , o r P e k i n g ' s " p i n g - p o n g d i p l o m a c y " t o w a r d s s e 
v e r a l c o u n t r i e s i n S o u t h A s i a . A n d o f t e n P e k i n g ' s p r o 
t e s t a t i o n s o f f r i e n d s h i p a n d g o o d - n e i g h b o u r l i n e s s a r e 
n o t b o r n e o u t b y d e e d s . 

T h e r e a r e s e v e r a l r e a s o n s f o r t h e a c u t e c h a n g e s 
i n M a o i s t f o r e i g n p o l i c y . A n i m p o r t a n t r e a s o n i s t h e 
c o n t i n u i n g s t r u g g l e f o r p o w e r i n C h i n a b e t w e e n r e p r e 
s e n t a t i v e s o f g r o u p s h o l d i n g d i f f e r e n t v i e w s , w h o s e 
e x i s t e n c e i s n o t d e n i e d i n P e k i n g . T h i s s t r u g g l e , w h i c h 



v a r i e s i n i n t e n s i t y f r o m o n e p e r i o d t o a n o t h e r , t e s t i 
f i e s t o t h e l a c k o f s t a b i l i t y a n d a c h r o n i c c r i s i s s i t u a 
t i o n i n t h e c o u n t r y w h i c h f o r m a n y y e a r s n o w t h e M a 
o i s t l e a d e r s h i p h a s t r i e d t o e l i m i n a t e , b u t w i t h o u t s u c 
cess . W h a t e v e r c o n c r e t e f o r m s i t t a k e s , a n a g g r a v a 
t i o n o f t h i s s t r u g g l e f o r p o w e r i s i n v a r i a b l y a c c o m p a 
n i e d b y g r e a t e r a d v e n t u r i s m a n d e x p a n s i o n i s m i n C h i 
n a ' s f o r e i g n p o l i c y . F o r i n s t a n c e , w h e n t h e " c u l t u r a l 
r e v o l u t i o n " c a m p a i g n w a s l a u n c h e d o u t r a g e s w e r e 
c o m m i t t e d b y huatsiao ( C h i n e s e e m i g r a n t s ) , u n d e r 
P e k i n g ' s i n s t i g a t i o n , i n B u r m a , L a o s , I n d o n e s i a , 
M a l a y s i a a n d o t h e r c o u n t r i e s i n S o u t h - E a s t A s i a . A n d 
t h e " c a m p a i g n o f c r i t i c i s m o f C o n f u c i u s a n d L i n P i a o " 
c o i n c i d e d w i t h t h e i n v a s i o n b y C h i n e s e t r o o p s o f 
N o t h e r n B u r m a a n d t h e l a n d i n g o f C h i n e s e t r o o p s i n 
P a r a c e l I s l a n d s , a n a c t r e g a r d e d i n S o u t h - E a s t A s i a 
a s a n a n n o u n c e m e n t b y P e k i n g o f i t s i n t e n t i o n t o s e t 
t l e a l l f u t u r e t e r r i t o r i a l i s s u e s b y f o r c e o f a r m s . A 
r e g u l a r p a t t e r n c a n b e d i s c e r n e d h e r e . - t h e p r e s e n t 
c a m p a i g n l a u n c h e d u n d e r t h e f a r - f e t c h e d s l o g a n o f 
" p r o t e c t i n g t h e d i c t a t o r s h i p o f t h e p r o l e t a r i a t " , w h i l e 
t h e " c a m p a i g n o f c r i t i c i s m o f C o n f u c i u s a n d L i n 
P i a o " c o n t i n u e s , h a s l e d t o n e w e x c e s s e s i n P e k i n g ' s 
f o r e i g n p o l i c y . 

T o u n d e r s t a n d t h e m o t i v e s o f t h i s p o l i c y i t i s n e c e 
s s a r y t o l o o k i n t o C h i n a ' s d o m e s t i c p o l i t i c s t o see 
w h a t l i e s b e h i n d t h e v a r i o u s c a m p a i g n s , u s i n g a s a n 
e x a m p l e t h e " c a m p a i g n o f c r i t i c i s m o f C o n f u c i u s a n d 
L i n P i a o . " 

Degrading of Confucius and the Crisis 
of Maoism 

O f l a t e t h e r e s i d e n t s o f t h e q u i e t l i t t l e t o w n o f 
K i i f o w i n t h e s o u t h e r n p a r t o f S h a n t u n g p r o v i n c e h a v e 
f o u n d t h e m s e l v e s i n t h e c e n t r e o f t u r b u l e n t e v e n t s . 
K u f o w i s t h e b i r t h p l a c e o f C o n f u c i u s , a n d i t w a s h e r e 

a 

t h a t t h e a n c i e n t p h i l o s o p h e r d i e d . A t e m p l e h a s b e e n 
b u i l t a t t h e s i t e o f h i s h o m e , a n d i n t h e c o u r t y a r d 
w i t h i n i t s w a l l s s t a l i d s h i s t o m b . T h e t u m u l t b e g a n 
w h e n a m o b o f s c h o o l c h i l d r e n i n s t i g a t e d b y t h e M a o i s t s 
b r o k e i n t o t h e t e m p l e , d e f i l e d t h e p h i l o s o p h e r ' s g r a v e 
a n d r u s h e d a l o n g t h e s t r e e t s o f K i i f o w s h o u t i n g t h r e a t s 
a g a i n s t a l l h i s w o r s h i p p e r s . T h i s i n c i d e n t g i v e s a g o o d 
i d e a o f t h e a t m o s p h e r e i n w h i c h t h e n e w c a m p a i g n 
i s b e i n g l a u n c h e d , a c a m p a i g n w h i c h c a n b e r e g a r d e d 
a s t h e c o n t i n u a t i o n o f t h e " c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n . " 

T h o s e l i v i n g b e y o n d t h e b o r d e r s o f C h i n a f i n d i t 
p u z z l i n g t h a t t h e p r e s e n t r u l e r s i n P e k i n g s h o u l d f i n d 
i t n e c e s s a r y t o h a r a s s t h e m e m o r y o f a p h i l o s o p h e r 
w h o l i v e d i n t h e e p o c h o f S a k y a m u n i . I n w h a t w a y 
c o u l d h e h a v e a n y t h i n g t o d o w i t h C h i n a ' s p r e s e n t - d a y 
p r o b l e m s ? T h e f a c t i s t h a t M a o a n d h i s c l o s e s t f o l 
l o w e r s l i k e t o u s e a l l e g o r y i n t h e i r s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t 
t h e i r i d e o l o g i c a l a d v e r s a r i e s . I t i s n o t r e a l l y s u r p r i s 
i n g t h a t t h e " c a s e " o f C o n f u c i u s i s l i n k e d t o c r i t i c i s m 
o f t h e l a t e M a r s h a l L i n P i a o t h o u g h t h e t w o m e n 
l i v e d 2 5 c e n t u r i e s a p a r t . 

C o n f u c i a n i s m h a s p r o v e d t o b e p a r t i c u l a r l y v i a b l e 
i n C h i n a . F r o m t h e 3 r d c e n t u r y B . C . t h i s d o c t r i n e w a s 
t h e o f f i c i a l i d e o l o g y o f i m p e r i a l C h i n a . I t f o r m e d t h e 
b a s i s o f t h e c o u n t r y ' s s y s t e m o f e d u c a t i o n a n d d e t e r 
m i n e d t o a g r e a t e x t e n t t h e m o r a l a n d p s y c h o l o g i c a l 
m a k e - u p o f t h e C h i n e s e p e o p l e , t h e i r h a b i t s , t r a d i 
t i o n s a n d n o r m s o f b e h a v i o u r . I n m a n y w a y s C o n f u 
c i a n i s m h i n d e r e d s o c i a l p r o g r e s s a n d t h e d e v e l o p m e n t 
o f d e m o c r a c y i n C h i n a . 

H o w e v e r , i n t h e i r c r i t i c i s m o f t h e " o l d m a n K u n g " 
t h e M a o i s t s r e a d i l y m a k e u s e o f p r e j u d i c e s . A n d t h e y 
a r e n o t a n x i o u s t o a d h e r e t o h i s t o r i c a l f a c t s . R e c e n t l y 
Jenmin jihpao s a i d t h a t C o n f u c i u s h a d d e f e n d e d t h e 
m o r i b u n d s l a v e - o w n i n g s y s t e m . B u t i t i s c o m m o n k n o w 
l e d g e t h a t i n C h i n a s l a v e r y b e c a m e w i d e s p r e a d a s a 
p r i n c i p a l f o r m o f e x p l o i t a t i o n s e v e r a l c e n t u r i e s a f t e r 



t h e p h i l o s o p h e r ' s d e a t h . T h u s t h e M a o i s t s a r e n o t i n t e r 
e s t e d i n h i s t o r i c a l a c c u r a c y . W h a t t h e y a r e i n t e r e s t e d 
i n i s t h e s i t u a t i o n o f t u r m o i l t h a t a r o s e a t t h e t i m e w h e n 
C o n f i i c i u s ' s f o l l o w e r s c a m e o u t a g a i n s t t h e l e g i s t " F a t -
f y a " d o c t r i n e . S u c h a s i t u a t i o n o f t u r m o i l i s w h a t t h e 
M a o i s t s w i s h t o r e v i v e i n p r e s e n t - d a y C h i n a . 

T o d r a w a p a r a l l e l b e t w e e n C o n f u c i a n i s m a n d 2 0 t h 
c e n t u r y r i g h t - w i n g o p p o r t u n i s m , a s t h e o f f i c i a l C h i n e s e 
p r e s s d o e s , i s a b s u r d . T h i s t e s t i f i e s t o t h e v u l g a r c h a r a c 
t e r o f t h e M a o i s t s ' s o c i o l o g i s m . T h e y m e c h a n i c a l l y a p 
p l y 2 , 5 0 0 - y e a r o l d m a x i m s t o t h e p r e s e n t s i t u a t i o n . 
T h u s Kuangming jihpao s a i d t h a t " w o r s h i p o f C o n f u 
c i u s a n d t h e s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t ' F a t f y a ' c o n s t i t u t e a s t r u g 
g l e a g a i n s t c o n t e m p o r a r y C h i n a . " T h e M a o i s t s ' u s e o f 
h i s t o r y t o t h e i r o w n a d v a n t a g e s g i v e s t h e m e x t e n s i v e 
s c o p e f o r p o l i t i c a l s p e c u l a t i o n a n d d e f a m a t i o n o f t h e i r 
o p p o n e n t s . 

W h a t d e t e r m i n e s t h e M a o i s t s ' p o s i t i o n i n t h e a r 
g u m e n t b e t w e e n t h e C o n f u c i a n i s t s a n d t h e l e g i s t s ? 
W h a t m a k e s t h e M a o i s t s a c k n o w l e d g e t h e i r g e n e t i c 
k i n s h i p w i t h " F a t f y a " ? T h e p o i n t i s t h a t r e p r e s e n t a 
t i v e s o f t h i s s c h o o l s u c h a s S h a n g Y a n g a n d H a n F e i 
h a d j u s t i f i e d t h e u s e o f t h e m o s t b r u t a l m e t h o d s o f 
g o v e r n m e n t . I n t h e i r o p i n i o n p e o p l e c o u l d b e k e p t 
u n d e r c o n t r o l o n l y b y m e a n s o f f o r c e . T h e s e " F a t f y a " 
v i e w s w e r e w i d e l y u s e d b y E m p e r o r S h i h H u a n g T i 
i n d e a l i n g w i t h h i s e n e m i e s a n d i n c o n s o l i d a t i n g t h e 
s y s t e m o f a b s o l u t e p o w e r . A n d i t i s t h e s e a s p e c t s o f 
t h e " F a t f y a " d o c t r i n e a n d m e t h o d s , e m p l o y e d b y a n 
c i e n t d e s p o t i c r u l e r s i n C h i n a i n d e a l i n g w i t h t h e p e o 
p l e , t h a t a t t r a c t e d t h e P e k i n g l e a d e r s a t t h e t i m e o f 
t h e " c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n " , a c a m p a i g n a i m e d a t d o i n g 
a w a y w i t h a l l w h o w e r e s u s p e c t e d o f o p p o s i t i o n t o 
M a o . A n d t h e n u m b e r o f s u c h p e o p l e h a d g r e a t l y i n 
c r e a s e d a f t e r t h e e c o n o m i c f a i l u r e s o f t h e " g r e a t 
l e a p " a n d t h e " p e o p l e ' s c o m m u n e s . " 

S h i h H u a n g T i h a d o r d e r e d t h e b u r n i n g o f b o o k s 
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r e l a t e d t o C o n f u c i a n i s m , b e i n g g u i d e d b y t h e f o l l o w i n g 
p r e c e p t o f t h e " L e g i s t " S h a n g Y a n g : " W h e n p e o p l e 
a r e s t u p i d o n e c a n r u l e t h e m w i t h t h e h e l p o f w i t . " 
S i m i l a r m e t h o d s h a v e b e e n a d o p t e d b y t h e M a o i s t s 
w h o h a v e c l o s e d d o w n s c h o o l s , d r i v e n s c h o l a r s h i p o u t 
o f u n i v e r s i t i e s a n d f o r c e d w r i t e r s t o w e a r f o o l ' s c a p s . 

T h e M a o i s t s a r e a t t r a c t e d b y t h e " F a t f y a " c u l t o f 
f o r c e , w h i c h r e g a r d s w a r a s a n a t u r a l m e a n s o f p r o 
t e c t i n g s t a t e i n t e r e s t s a n d s u b j u g a t i n g o n e ' s n e i g h b o u r s . 
T h e y h a v e d e c l a r e d t h e i r i n t e n t i o n s t o r e s t o r e t h e b o r 
d e r s o f C h i n a t h a t e x i s t e d a t t h e t i m e o f t h e C h i n g 
E m p i r e w h o s e r u l e r s h a d r e g a r d e d a s t h e i r v a s s a l s a l l 
c o u n t r i e s w h e r e t h e i r h o r s e m e n h a d b e e n . Q u i t e r e c e n t 
l y t h e P e k i n g m a g a z i n e Hsin chianshe s a i d t h a t " t e r r i 
t o r i a l e x p a n s i o n c a n n o t b e r e g a r d e d a s a g g r e s s i o n . " T h e 
a r m y n e w s p a p e r Tsetang chunpao s a i d t h a t " t h e C h i 
n e s e p e o p l e a r e m o r a l l y r e a d y t o fight t o o t h a n d n a i l 
t o r e t r i e v e t h e l o s t t e r r i t o r i e s t h a t o n c e b e l o n g e d t o 
C h i n a . " 

M a n y s u c h p a r a l l e l s c a n b e d r a w n . T h e e x p l a n a 
t i o n f o r t h i s i s t o b e s o u g h t i n M a o i s m . M a o i s m i s a 
s t r i c t l y C h i n e s e p h e n o m e n o n , o n e t h a t e m e r g e d i n 
C h i n a o w i n g t o t h a t c o u n t r y ' s s p e c i f i c h i s t o r i c a l b a c k 
g r o u n d . T h e v i e w s o f " C h a i r m a n M a o " t o o k s h a p e a t 
t h e t i m e o f t h e C h i n e s e p e o p l e ' s r e v o l u t i o n a r y s t r u g g l e 
a g a i n s t i m p e r i a l i s m a n d f e u d a l i s m , w h e n u n d e r t h e i m 
p a c t o f t h e s o c i a l i s t r e v o l u t i o n o f 1 9 1 7 i n R u s s i a a n d 
o w i n g t o t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l a s s i s t a n c e r e n d e r e d b y t h e 
S o v i e t U n i o n t o t h e C h i n e s e p e o p l e ' s s t r u g g l e f o r l i b e 
r a t i o n , M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m w a s w i n n i n g a n i n c r e a s i n g 
n u m b e r o f a d h e r e n t s i n C h i n a . T h u s i n t h e c o u r s e o f 
m a n y y e a r s M a o T s e - t u n g w a s a b l e t o p r o p a g a t e h i s 
i d e a s b y u s i n g M a r x i s t t e r m s , w h i l e a c t u a l l y e x p l o i t i n g 
t h i s r e v o l u t i o n a r y t e a c h i n g f o r h i s o w n e n d s . 

M a o ' s v i e w s , h o w e v e r , d o n o t f o r m a c l e a r - c u t 
s y s t e m a t i c w o r l d o u t l o o k o r e v e n a m o r e o r l e s s w e l l -
r o u n d e d t h e o r y . T h e y a r e a n e c l e c t i c m i x t u r e o f v a -
2—1091 9 



r i o u s i d e a s b o r r o w e d f r o m t h e m o s t d i v e r s e s o u r c e s , 
a m o n g t h e m a n a r c h i s m , t a o i s m , a n d T a i P i n g i d e a s . 
A n d t o a l l t h i s t h e r e h a v e b e e n a d d e d d i s t o r t e d t h e s e s 
o f M a r x i s m o f w h i c h M a o T s e - t u n g h a s a l w a y s h a d a 
v a g u e k n o w l e d g e , i f f o r n o o t h e r r e a s o n t h a n t h a t n o t 
a l l o f M a r x ' s w o r k s h a v e b e e n t r a n s l a t e d i n t o C h i n e s e 
a n d M a o T s e - t u n g k n o w s n o f o r e i g n l a n g u a g e s . 

T h e f a c t t h a t M a o T s e - t u n g s p e a k s o f " s i n o c i z i n g 
M a r x i s m " s h o w s t h a t h e c o n s i d e r s C h i n a a " s p e c i a l " 
case t o w h i c h s c i e n t i f i c s o c i a l i s m a n d i t s o b j e c t i v e l a w s 
o f s o c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t d o n o t a p p l y . T h e a c t u a l r e s u l t 
o f " s i n o c i z i n g M a r x i s m " i s t h e r e p l a c e m e n t o f M a r x i s m 
b y M a o i s m w h i c h i s a m a l i c i o u s c a r i c a t u r e o f s o c i a l i s m . 
M a o i s m i s n u r t u r e d b y n a t i o n a l i s m - t h e n o t i o n t h a t t h e 
C h i n e s e a r e s u p e r i o r t o a l l o t h e r n a t i o n s - a n d h a s t h u s 
d e v e l o p e d i n t o g r e a t - p o w e r c h a u v i n i s m . 

C h i n a i s t h e o n l y c o u n t r y i n t h e w o r l d t h a t h a s s e t 
f o r t h s u c h l a r g e a n d g r o u n d l e s s t e r r i t o r i a l c l a i m s 
a g a i n s t t h e n e i g h b o u r i n g c o u n t r i e s . M o r e o v e r , t h e 
M a o i s t s m a k e n o s e c r e t o f t h e i r i n t e n t i o n o f e s t a b l i s h 
i n g t h e i r d o m i n a t i o n b y m i l i t a r y m e a n s , t o w h i c h t h e y 
a t t a c h g r e a t i m p o r t a n c e . " T h e p r o l e t a r i a t n e e d s w a r " , 
t h e C h i n e s e n e w s p a p e r s s a y . T h r o u g h o u t C h i n a t o d a y 
t h e s t a t e a n d P a r t y a p p a r a t u s i s u n d e r t h e c o n t r o l o f 
t h e m i l i t a r y . T h e p r e s e n t r e g i m e i n t h e P e o p l e ' s R e 
p u b l i c o f C h i n a c a n b e r i g h t l y c h a r a c t e r i z e d a s a m i l i 
t a r y b u r e a u c r a t i c d i c t a t o r s h i p . H i s t o r y h a s k n o w n 
cases w h e r e w i d e u s e w a s m a d e o f t h e c o n c e p t o f 
" s o c i a l i s m " f o r d e m a g o g i c a l p u r p o s e s . T h e M a o i s t s ' 
d e m a g o g y i s p a r t i c u l a r l y h a r m f u l f o r i t s e e k s t o c o n 
v i n c e o t h e r n a t i o n s t h a t s o c i a l i s m a n d w a r a r e i n s e 
p a r a b l e . 

I t i s n o t s u r p r i s i n g , t h e r e f o r e , t h a t m i l i t a r i s m h a s 
b e c o m e a n i n t e g r a l f e a t u r e o f M a o i s m . " W h e r e t h e r e ' s 
a n a r m y , t h e r e ' s p o w e r , " s a y s M a o . T h e m i l i t a r y - b u 
r e a u c r a t i c r e g i m e i n P e k i n g h a s d e s t r o y e d a l l d e m o 
c r a t i c i n s t i t u t i o n s i n t h e c o u n t r y a n d p e r s e c u t e s a l l 

10 

w h o o b j e c t M a o ' s u s u r p a t i o n o f t h e p e o p l e ' s p o w e r . 
T h i s , i n e f f e c t , i s t h e e s s e n c e o f t h e " c u l t u r a l r e v o l u 
t i o n " , w h i c h i s b e i n g c o n t i n u e d u n d e r t h e s l o g a n o f 
" c r i t i c i s m o f C o n f u c i u s a n d L i n P i a o a n d d e f e n c e o f 
t h e d i c t a t o r s h i p o f t h e p r o l e t a r i a t . " B u t i f t h e M a o i s t s 
a c c u s e L i n P i a o o f a l l t h e s i n s a t t r i b u t e d t o C o n f u c i u s , 
w h a t t h e n i s t h e r o l e a l l o t t e d t o t h e o t h e r c h a r a c t e r s i n 
t h i s d r a m a ? D o t h e y d r a w a p a r a l l e l b e t w e e n M a o 
a n d S h i h H u a n g T i ? F o r h a s n o t M a o h i m s e l f l a u d e d 
t h e e m p e r o r i n h i s a r t i c l e s ? 

A f e w y e a r s a g o The Degradation oi Hai Jui, a 
p l a y b y W u H a n , w a s s t a g e d i n S h a n g h a i . I t m e t w i t h 
s e r i o u s d i s a p p r o v a l f r o m t h e a u t h o r i t i e s a n d h a s n o t 
b e e n p e r f o r m e d s i n c e . I t s h o u l d b e n o t e d t h a t H a i J u i , 
t h e m a i n c h a r a c t e r , a n o f f i c i a l a n d a C o n f u c i a n , l i v e d 
f o u r c e n t u r i e s a g o a n d w a s r e d u c e d i n r a n k b y a n e m 
p e r o r o f t h e M i n g d y n a s t y . I t s e e m s s t r a n g e t h a t t h e 
p l a y s h o u l d i n c u r t h e w r a t h o f t h e M a o i s t s . B u t t h e 
c o n f l i c t b e t w e e n t h e o f f i c i a l , w h o a d h e r e d t o t h e C o n 
f u c i a n p r i n c i p l e o f " j e n " ( h u m a n e n e s s ) , a n d t h e d e s 
p o t i c e m p e r o r , w a s i n t e r p r e t e d a s a n a l l u s i o n t o l i f e 
i n p r e s e n t - d a y C h i n a . T h e a u d i e n c e h a d a p p l a u d e d b u t 
M a o h a d b e e n v e x e d . O n h i s i n s t r u c t i o n Y a o W e n - y u a n , 
w h o n o w h o l d s a h i g h p l a c e i n t h e P e k i n g h i e r a r c h y , 
p u b l i s h e d i n 1 9 6 5 a n a r t i c l e c r i t i c i z i n g W u H a n . T h i s 
p r o v e d t o b e t h e p r o l o g u e t o t h e " c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n . " 

T h i s i n c i d e n t p o i n t s t o t h e a l l e g o r i c a l m a n n e r i n 
w h i c h f i e r c e p o l i t i c a l c l a s h e s t a k e p l a c e i n C h i n a . T h u s , 
w h e n t a t s u p a o p o s t e r s a n n o u n c i n g a n e w w a v e o f 
t h e " c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n " w e r e r e c e n t l y p l a s t e r e d o n t h e 
w a l l s , t h e C h i n e s e p e o p l e , b e i n g w e l l - a c q u a i n t e d w i t h 
t h e l a n g u a g e o f a l l e g o r y u s e d b y t h e M a o i s t s , w e r e 
n o t s u r p r i s e d t h a t t h i s t i m e i t w a s C o n f u c i u s w h o w a s 
" d e g r a d e d . " C o n f u c i u s w a s d e n o u n c e d b y r e f o r m e r s a t 
t h e t i m e o f t h e C h i n e s e b o u r g e o i s - d e m o c r a t i c r e v o l u t i o n 
o f 1 9 1 1 , b u t f r o m d i f f e r e n t p o s i t i o n s . T h e r e f o r m e r s 
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pointed out that Confucianism with its system of class division was an obstacle to social progress. 
Incredible as it may seem at first, prior to the "cultural revolution" the ancient philosopher was in rather high favour with the Maoists. The organizers of the new campaign need not look very far in their search for Confucians. Mao himself had been among his adherents. In his youth Mao had studied in a Confucian school. For six years he had crammed the "Four Books" and "Five Books", among other canonical books. Mao once admitted that at that time he "had been a fervent admirer of Confucius." In later years he had often fallen back on the authority of Confucius when writing his articles including "On New Democracy" and "Methods of Work of a Party Committee." 
What then is the determining factor in the Maoist attitude to Confucius? To answer this question in full it is necessary to keep in mind that Confucianism is in many ways a contradictory doctrine, for which there is no simple definition. The matter is further complicated when proponents of vulgar sociology try to drag Confucianism into the 20th century. What do the Maoists retain and what do they reject from this doctrine? First of all, they do not accept the ethical norms and certain aspects of the limited humanism inherent in Confucianism. In the "cultural revolution" orgy with its brutal repressions of all citizens who think differently from the Maoists, the hungweipings could hardly agree to the Confucian commandment: "Do not do unto others as you would not have done unto you". The principle of "hsiao" (respect for one's parents) also ran counter to their tastes, for denunciation of one's parents is a praiseworthy act with the Maoists. 
But despite their attacks against Confucius the Maoists do not hesitate to borrow from his teachings a whole system of views owing to which Confucianism has long been regarded as "shackles that destroy free-
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dbm.'' According to Confucianism the initial division of Chinese society into classes with fixed norms of behaviour for each class was considered immutable. It ruled out equality in relations between people and imphed blind submission to the supreme ruler. The idea of personal freedom is alien to Confucianism. 
One looks in vain for even the slightest hint of criticism of these aspects of Confucianism in the Hung Chi magazine, Jenmin jihpao or any other Maoist publication. They are wholly in keeping with Mao's ambition to be the absolute ruler in the country by trampling upon all the elective democratic institutions. In the 3rd century B.C. Confucius's follower Hsiin Tzu defended the principle of the despotic rule of the supreme ruler and the people's imconditional submission to his will, the people being mere "grass under the wind of the ruler." Here the approach to the nature of political power in society is the same as that of the Maoists who say that each inhabitant in China is merely an "obedient buffalo of Chairman Mao." To both Hsiin Tzu and the Maoists, power does not mean government of the people but control over the people. "There is only one sun in the sky and one ruler for the people," said Men-chi, a disciple of Confucius. Today Mao wants to be known as "the reddest sun in the heart of every Chinese." 
As recent events in China have shown, the implementation of these ideas has led to an acute deformation of the entire social superstructure. The destruction of Party and trade union organizations, and denial of the principle of elective government were the chief aims of the "cultural revolution" unleashed by the Maoists. Today, after the secret session of the National People's Congress the delegates to which were appointed from above, China remains a country where the legislative and judicial bodies have been replaced by the arbitrary rule of Mao's military-bu-
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r e a u c r a t i c r e g i m e . T h e s e c h a n g e s , w h i c h a r e t r a g i c 
f o r t h e C h i n e s e p e o p l e , h a v e b e c o m e a t h r e a t t o t h e 
g a i n s o f t h e p o p u l a r d e m o c r a t i c r e v o l u t i o n . 

A n y o n e w h o i s a c q u a i n t e d w i t h C h i n e s e h i s t o r y 
a n d t r a d i t i o n s c a n n o t f a i l t o see t h a t M a o i s n o t o n l y 
i m i t a t i n g S h i h H u a n g T i a n d o t h e r C h i n e s e e m p e r o r s 
b u t i s a d h e r i n g t o a l l t h e i d e a s o f l a t e m e d i e v a l C o n 
f u c i a n i s m w h i c h s e r v e d t h e i n t e r e s t s o f t h e f e u d a l s . 

T h e M a o i s t s g o s o f a r a s t o c o p y t h e C o n f u c i a n 
f o r m a n d m a n n e r s o f b e h a v i o u r . W h a t w a s t h e c h i e f 
m e t h o d o f e d u c a t i o n i n a C o n f u c i a n s c h o o l ? T h e u n 
t h i n k i n g r e p e t i t i o n o f p o s t u l a t e s f r o m Lunyu, e a c h o n e 
b e g i n n i n g w i t h t h e w o r d s : " C o n f u c i u s s a y s . . ." T h e s e 
p o s t u l a t e s w e r e w r i t t e n i n wenyan, a d e a d l a n g u a g e 
w h i c h w a s i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e t o t h e p e o p l e . W h e n 
y o u n g S u n Y a t - s e n o n c e a d m i t t e d t o h i s t e a c h e r t h a t 
h e d i d n o t u n d e r s t a n d a w o r d o f w h a t h e h a d l e a r n e d 
b y r o t e , t h e l a t t e r r e a c t e d i n a m a n n e r t y p i c a l o f a n 
i n s t r u c t o r i n a C o n f u c i a n s c h o o l : h e t o o k u p a b a m b o o 
r o d a n d " t a u g h t h i m a l e s s o n . " 

T h e s a m e m e t h o d s a r e n o w b e i n g u s e d b y t h e 
M a o i s t s w h o f o r c e p e o p l e t o r e c i t e M a o ' s w o r d s w i t h 
o u t a n y t h o u g h t f o r t h e i r m e a n i n g . O n c e w h e n I w a s 
i n C h i n a I a s k e d a n o f f i c i a l w h a t w a s m e a n t b y " e n 
c i r c l i n g t h e c i t y b y t h e v i l l a g e " . H e i m m e d i a t e l y r e 
p l i e d w i t h a q u o t a t i o n f r o m M a o b u t f a i l e d t o e x p l a i n 
i t s p r a c t i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e . B y b o r r o w i n g e d u c a t i o n a l 
m e t h o d s f r o m f e u d a l C h i n a a n d p r e v e n t i n g t h e p e o 
p l e f r o m t a k i n g p a r t i n g o v e r n m e n t t h e M a o i s t s h a v e 
m a d e t h e m s e l v e s a b s o l u t e r u l e r s i n t h e c o u n t r y . T h e s e 
a r e t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s t h a t h a v e g i v e n r i s e t o t h e p o 
l i t i c a l c r i s i s i n C h i n a . 

The Maoist Model of the World 
I t w a s b e l i e v e d i n a n c i e n t C h i n a t h a t t h e s k y w a s 

r o u n d a n d t h e e a r t h w a s s q u a r e w i t h t h e M i d d l e K i n g -
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d o m i n t h e c e n t r e . T h i s c o n c e p t o f t h e w o r l d i s r e f l e c t e d 
i n t h e a r c h i t e c t u r a l l a y o u t o f t h e C e l e s t i a l T e m p l e 
w h i c h c a n s t i l l b e s e e n i n P e k i n g . I n o u r t i m e , w h e n 
m a n h a s f l o w n i n o u t e r s p a c e , s u c h n o t i o n s a r e i n 
t e r e s t i n g o n l y a s a g a u g e o f p r o g r e s s m a n k i n d h a s 
a c h i e v e d . I w a s r e m i n d e d o f t h i s a n c i e n t c o n c e p t o f 
t h e w o r l d b y s o m e s t a t e m e n t s m a d e b y t h e P e k i n g 
l e a d e r s w h i c h d i s t o r t t h e p o l i t i c a l m a p o f t h e c o n t e m 
p o r a r y w o r l d b e y o n d r e c o g n i t i o n . T h e r e a d e r c a n 
j u d g e t h i s f o r h i m s e l f . 

M a o ' s f o l l o w e r s r e j e c t t h e s c i e n t i f i c a l l y f o u n d e d 
a n d l o n g p r o v e d t h e s i s t h a t t h e b a s i c c o n t r a d i c t i o n 
i n t h e c o n t e m p o r a r y w o r l d i s t h e c o n t r a d i c t i o n b e t w e e n 
s o c i a l i s m a n d i m p e r i a l i s m . I n s t e a d , t h e y s p e a k o f a 
c o n t r a d i c t i o n b e t w e e n " t w o s u p e r p o w e r s " a n d a l l t h e 
o t h e r c o u n t r i e s o f t h e w o r l d . T h e M a o i s t s t h u s s h o w 
t h a t t h e y a t t a c h n o i m p o r t a n c e t o t h e o b j e c t i v e l y e x i s t 
i n g c l a s s s t r u g g l e a n d t h e c l a s s c h a r a c t e r o f w o r l d p o 
l i t i c s . T h e M a o i s t s h a v e n o t o n l y " e x c o m m u n i c a t e d " 
t h e S o v i e t U n i o n f r o m s o c i a l i s m , a n d " p l a c e d " i t i n t h e 
i m p e r i a l i s t c a m p , b u t d e n y t h e v e r y e x i s t e n c e o f t h e 
s o c i a l i s t c o m m u n i t y o f n a t i o n s . 

A t t h e S p e c i a l S e s s i o n o f t h e U N G e n e r a l A s s e m 
b l y o n A p r i l 1 0 , 1 9 7 4 , V i c e P r e m i e r o f t h e P R C S t a t e 
C o u n c i l ' T e n g H s i a o - p i n g s e t o u t t o g i v e a d e t a i l e d p i c 
t u r e o f t h e c o n t e m p o r a r y w o r l d , t o d e s c r i b e t h e c h a r a c 
t e r o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s a n d c o n t r a d i c t i o n s . H e 
s a i d t h a t t h e w o r l d w a s " m a d e u p o f t h r e e i n t e r c o n 
n e c t e d a n d m u t u a l l y c o n t r a d i c t o r y w o r l d s . " T h e first 
i n c l u d e d t h e U S A a n d t h e S o v i e t U n i o n . T h e d e v e l o p 
i n g c o u n t r i e s f o r m e d t h e " t h i r d w o r l d , " a n d t h e d e v e l 
o p e d c o u n t r i e s , h o l d i n g a n i n t e r m e d i a t e p l a c e b e t 
w e e n t h e t w o , c o n s t i t u t e d t h e " s e c o n d w o r l d . " I t i s 
o b v i o u s t h a t t h e a r b i t r a r y p l a c i n g o f t h e S o v i e t U n i o n 
a n d t h e U S A i n t o o n e w o r l d i s a v a r i a t i o n o f t h e 
M a o i s t s ' f a v o u r i t e t h e m e o f " c o l l u s i o n b e t w e e n t w o 
s u p e r p o w e r s . " 
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According to Teng Hsiao-ping's scheme, the soci
alist community of nations is a "non-existent" category. 
There are no class poles, no socialism, no capitalism-
only the struggle, so ardently wished for by Peking, 
of the "second" and "third" world against the "first," 
under the Maoists' leadership naturally. The theme of 
Teng Hsiao-ping's entire argument is that in today's 

Iworld the Soviet Union and not imperialism should be 
the main and perhaps sole target for struggle. Peking 
ignores the fact that such an approach leads people 
away from a real struggle against imperialism and co
lonialism, isolates the "third world" from its natural 
ally-the socialist countries-and objectively plays into 
the hands of imperialism. 

But we shall not dwell on such vain attempts to 
obliterate class differences in the social structures of 
states and the radical distinctions in their foreign po
licies springing from these differences. Let us consider 
here the place which the Maoists have allotted to China. 
According to Teng Hsiao-ping China is a "socialist 
developing country" belonging to the "third world." 
This definition evidently has a special meaning and 
sheds light on the Maoists' far-reaching aims. For if, 
according to the erroneous view of the Peking theo
rists, the socialist world no longer exists, and China 
remains a socialist country which nevertheless belongs 
to the "third world," then in keeping with Peking's 
logic it must become the guiding force of the develop
ing countries of the "third world." 

However, even in the Maoists' opinion such so
phistry lacks conviction. Otherwise they would not be 
thinking up new reasons for including China in the 
"third world," such as racial community or similarity 
of historical destinies, which the Peking leaders re
peatedly refer to in their meetings with visitors from 
Asia. What are we to make of this? Attempts to bring 
racialist views into politics are not new, and in this 
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respect the Maoists are not original. One may recall 
that racialism was employed by Japanese militarists 
who tried to turn Asia into their colonial empire-the 
"great sphere of East-Asian co-prosperity." The Mao
ists' attempts to substitute the socio-class approach to 
international events and phenomena for racial charac
teristics are not to their credit. They are merely fol
lowing in the footsteps of the unlucky character from 
a story by Lu Hsin who gave himself a lashing. 

Another argument used by Peking to justify Chi
na's place in the "third world" involves references to 
history. It is common knowledge that China, like other 
Asian countries, suffered from the encroachments of 
colonial powers. But it is a fact that as an empire Chi
na had used its power to subjugate its neighbours. The 
rulers of the Ching Empire had considered the colonial 
countries' attack on Indochina, Burma and other neigh
bouring countries as an encroachment on their own 
rights and interests and vied with the colonialists for 
power in these lands. We shall cite only one example 
of this. 

A few years ago I was translating Hsu Huai-
chung's We S o w L o v e (published in Peking), a book 
about Tibet. The author writes of the British colonial
ists' invasions of Tibet in 1887 and 1904 and of the 
steps taken by the rulers of the Ching Empire to fore
stall the British. Chao Erh-feng, a military leader 
who was then vicegerent of the Szechwan-Sikang-Yun
nan district, was appointed ruler of Tibet. In 1905 his 
troops stormed into Tibet where, to quote the author, 
they "dealt with the Tibetans in a most brutal way." 

Wherever Chao Erh-feng's army passed, writes 
Hsu Huai-chung, "the earth was drenched in blood, 
mountains of corpses rose everywhere, and there was 
a dead silence except for the croaking of carrion-crows." 

This aggressive policy was later continued by the 
leaders of the right-wing Kuomintang. In his book 
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China's Destiny and Chinese Economic Theory, C h i a n g 
K a i - s h e k w r o t e i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h i m p e r i a l i s t e x p a n s i 
o n i n A s i a i n t h e l a t e 1 9 t h a n d e a r l y 2 0 t h c e n t u r y : 
" T h e m e m o r y o f t h e d i s a s t r o u s l o s s o f R y u k y u ( L i u -
c h i u I s l a n d s ) , H o n g K o n g , F o r m o s a , t h e P e s c a d o r e s , 
I n d o c h i n a , B u r m a , a n d K o r e a w a s s t i l l f r e s h w h i l e 
t h e final c a l a m i t y o f t h e p a r t i t i o n i n g o f t h e w h o l e c o 
u n t r y w a s i m p e n d i n g . " 

T h e r e a d e r m a y s a y t h a t s u c h w a s t h e p o l i c y c o n 
d u c t e d b y t h e e m p e r o r s a n d t h e b o u r g e o i s r u l e r s o f 
C h i n a . B u t t h e p o i n t i s t h a t t h e p r e s e n t P e k i n g r u l e r s 
a r e t r e a d i n g i n t h e f o o t s t e p s o f C h i n a ' s f o r m e r r u l e r s 
a n d a r e t r y i n g t o j u s t i f y t h e i r s e i z u r e s . H e r e i s a n e x 
c e r p t f r o m M a o T s e - t u n g ' s w r i t i n g s : " H a v i n g d e f e a t e d 
C h i n a i n w a r , t h e y n o t o n l y o c c u p i e d m a n y s t a t e s b o r 
d e r i n g o n C h i n a t h a t w e r e u n d e r h e r p r o t e c t i o n , b u t 
s e i z e d o r ' l e a s e d ' p a r t o f h e r t e r r i t o r y . F o r e x a m p l e , 
J a p a n o c c u p i e d T a i w a n a n d t h e P e s c a d o r e s a n d ' l e a s e d ' 
P o r t A r t h u r , B r i t a i n s e i z e d H o n g K o n g , a n d F r a n c e 
' l e a s e d ' K w a n g c h o w W a n . " 

I t i s o b v i o u s t h a t t h e s e i z u r e o f H o n g K o n g a n d 
M a c a o f r o m C h i n a w a s a n a c t o f c o l o n i a l r o b b e r y . 
B u t w h e n t h e P e k i n g r u l e r s e q u a t e s u c h s t a t e s a s B u r 
m a a n d N e p a l w i t h H o n g K o n g a n d M a c a o , t h i s i s 
n o l o n g e r a m a t t e r o f c o n d e m n i n g c o l o n i a l s e i z u r e s 
b u t o n e o f P e k i n g ' s c l a i m s t o f o r e i g n t e r r i t o r i e s . 

T h e s e c l a i m s a r e c o n f i r m e d b y t h e r e c e n t p u b l i 
c a t i o n o f a t l a s e s a n d m a p s i n P e k i n g w h i c h a r e m o d i 
fied v e r s i o n s o f m a p s o f C h i n a u n d e r t h e C h i n g d y n a s 
t y . H o w f a r t h e M a o i s t s g o i n t h e i r c l a i m s c a n b e 
j u d g e d b y t h e Atlas oi PRC Provinces p u b l i s h e d i n 
S h a n g h a i , w h e r e n o t o n l y v a s t a r e a s o f S o u t h - E a s t 
A s i a a r e m a r k e d a s C h i n e s e t e r r i t o r y , b u t t h e e n t i r e 
S o u t h C h i n a S e a i s i n c l u d e d i n C h i n a ' s i n l a n d w a t e r s , 
a n d t h e C h i n e s e b o r d e r s a r e e x t e n d e d t o I n d o n e s i a 
a n d t h e P h i l i p p i n e s . I t i s n o t e w o r t h y t h a t i n t h e i r 
c l a i m s t o n e i g h b o u r i n g t e r r i t o r i e s t h e M a o i s t s h a v e 
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m a d e u s e o f a l i s t o f " C h i n a ' s l o s t t e r r i t o r i e s " c o m p 
i l e d i n t h e 2 0 ' s a n d 3 0 ' s b y K u o m i n t a n g p o l i t i c i a n s . 
T h i s i s a l s o c o n f i r m e d b y L i u P e i - h u a ' s Short History 
of Contemporary China p u b l i s h e d i n 1 9 5 3 i n P e k i n g 
w i t h m a p s p r e p a r e d b y t h e K u o m i n t a n g . S u c h c l a i m s 
a r e c a l l e d " c a r t o g r a p h i c a g g r e s s i o n " i n A s i a n c o u n 
t r i e s . I n t h e l a s t f e w y e a r s P e k i n g h a s t i m e a n d a g a i n 
l a i d c l a i m s t o n e i g h b o u r i n g t e r r i t o r i e s , s a y i n g t h a t 
t h e y w e r e " d i s p u t e d a r e a s , " w h i c h m e a n , a c c o r d i n g 
t o P e k i n g ' s l o g i c , a r e a s t h a t h a d b e e n t a k e n a w a y 
f r o m C h i n a . T h u s i n 1 9 5 6 P e k i n g l a i d c l a i m t o 1 7 0 
t h o u s a n d s q u a r e k i l o m e t r e s o f B u r m e s e t e r r i t o r y , a n d 
i n 1 9 6 9 , t o 1 3 0 t h o u s a n d s q u a r e k i l o m e t r e s o f I n d i a n 
t e r r i t o r y . T h e M a o i s t s h a v e r e p e a t e d l y r e s o r t e d t o t h e 
u s e o f f o r c e a g a i n s t t h e i r A s i a n n e i g h b o u r s a s a m e a n s 
o f b a c k i n g u p t h e i r c l a i m s . 

P o i n t i n g t o t h e s e f a c t s Utusan Malaysia, p u b l i s h e d 
i n K u a l a L u m p u r , h a s n o t e d t h a t t h e p r e s e n t P e k i n g l e 
a d e r s h i p l a y s t e r r i t o r i a l c l a i m s p r a c t i c a l l y t o a l l c o u n 
t r i e s b o r d e r i n g o n C h i n a , a n d t h a t t h e p u b l i c a t i o n o f 
m a p s o f C h i n a c o n f i r m i n g P e k i n g ' s t e r r i t o r i a l c l a i m s t o 
t h e n e i g h b o u r i n g c o u n t r i e s h a s a r o u s e d t h e c o n c e r n o f 
t h e g o v e r n m e n t s o f A s i a n d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s , w h i c h 
r e g a r d t h i s a s f u r t h e r e v i d e n c e o f P e k i n g ' s a t t e m p t t o 
e x p a n d C h i n a ' s t e r r i t o r y a t t h e e x p e n s e o f i t s n e i g h 
b o u r s . 

A l l t h e s e f a c t s s h o w t h a t P e k i n g ' s n e w m o d e l o f 
t h e w o r l d i s a p r o d u c t o f i t s d a n g e r o u s a m b i t i o n s . I n 
s u b s t i t u t i n g t h e a c t u a l l y e x i s t i n g c o n t r a d i c t i o n s b e t w e e n 
t h e f o r c e s o f s o c i a l i s m a n d n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n o n t h e 
o n e h a n d , a n d i m p e r i a l i s m , o n t h e o t h e r , w i t h t h e i r 
s t i l l b o r n s c h e m e s , t h e M a o i s t s p u r s u e d e f i n i t e p r a c t i 
c a l a i m s . T h e y w o u l d l i k e t o d r i v e a w e d g e i n t o t h e r e 
l a t i o n s b e t w e e n t h e s o c i a l i s t a n d d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s 
i n o r d e r t o i s o l a t e t h e l a t t e r a n d s a c r i f i c e t h e m t o 
P e k i n g ' s e x p a n s i o n i s t a m b i t i o n s , a n d f o r m a b l o c o f 
s t a t e s h e a d e d b y C h i n a u n d e r t h e b a n n e r o f s t r u g g l e 
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a g a i n s t t h e " t w o s u p e r p o w e r s " t h a t w o u l d h e l p P e k i n g 
c a r r y o u t i t s h e g e m o n i c p l a n s i n t h e w o r l d a r e n a . A l l 
t h i s i s a l s o a i m e d a t p r e v e n t i n g a n i m p r o v e m e n t o f 
S o v i e t - A m e r i c a n r e l a t i o n s a n d t h u s h i n d e r i n g t h e p r o 
cess o f d e t e n t e n o w u n d e r w a y . 

O n t h e w h o l e o n e c a n s a y t h a t t h e M a o i s t s ' m o d e l 
o f t h e w o r l d i s d e s i g n e d t o j u s t i f y t h e i r " s p e c i a l " 
c o u r s e i n t h e w o r l d a r e n a . T w o i n t e r c o n n e c t e d t r e n d s 
c a n b e s e e n i n t h e i r f o r e i g n p o l i c y a n d t h e y a r e c o n 
t i n u i n g t o d e v e l o p . O n t h e o n e h a n d , P e k i n g i s d e f i 
n i t e l y g o i n g o v e r f r o m a p a s s i v e s t a n d i n t h e s t r u g 
g l e a g a i n s t i m p e r i a l i s m t o a s e a r c h f o r d u b i o u s c o m 
p r o m i s e s w i t h i m p e r i a l i s t f o r c e s . O n t h e o t h e r , a n d 
t h i s i s p a r t i c u l a r l y o b v i o u s a g a i n s t t h e b a c k g r o u n d o f 
t h e f i r s t t e n d e n c y , P e k i n g ' s p o l i c y i s d r a w i n g e v e r 
c l o s e r t o a n t i - S o v i e t i s m , t o a t t e m p t s t o u n d e r m i n e t h e 
s o c i a l i s t c o m m u n i t y a n d t h e a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t f r o n t a s 
a w h o l e . 

Expansion Southwards 
T h e r e i s h a r d l y a c o u n t r y i n S o u t h o r S o u t h - E a s t 

A s i a t h a t h a s n o t s u f f e r e d i n o n e f o r m o r a n o t h e r f r o m 
t h e d u p l i c i t y o f P e k i n g ' s f o r e i g n p o l i c y . P r o m i s e s o f 
f r i e n d s h i p a n d p r o v o c a t i o n o f b o r d e r i n c i d e n t s , " d i 
p l o m a c y o f s m i l e s " a n d u s e o f C h i n e s e e m i g r a n t s a s 
t h e " f i f t h c o l u m n " - s u c h a r e t h e d i p l o m a t i c m e a n s 
u s e d b y P e k i n g t o p r o m o t e i t s e x p a n s i o n i s t a i m s i n 
t h i s p a r t o f t h e w o r l d . W h e n i n t h e m i d - f i f t i e s P e k i n g 
t o o k p a r t i n t h e B a n d u n g C o n f e r e n c e , w h i c h w a s c o n 
v e n e d f o r t h e p u r p o s e o f s t r e n g t h e n i n g A f r o - A s i a n s o 
l i d a r i t y , i t u s e d t h e o c c a s i o n t o e s t a b l i s h c o n t a c t s w i t h 
I n d i a a n d t o s i g n w i t h t h e l a t t e r d o c u m e n t s p r o c l a i m 
i n g t h e p r i n c i p l e s o f p e a c e f u l c o e x i s t e n c e ( P a n c h 
S h i l a ) i n o r d e r t o e n h a n c e i t s p r e s t i g e i n A s i a . A t t h a t 
t i m e t h e M a o i s t s w e r e t r y i n g t o i n g r a t i a t e t h e m s e l v e s 
w i t h I n d i a . B u t a s s o o n a s P e k i n g b e c a m e a w a r e t h a t 
I n d i a ' s n o n - a l i g n m e n t p o l i c y w a s a h i n d r a n c e t o i t s 
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h e g e m o n i c c o u r s e , i t p r o v o k e d a r m e d c o n f l i c t s o n t h e 
C h i n e s e - I n d i a n f r o n t i e r . A s n o t e d b y t h e I n d i a n j o u r 
n a l i s t D h a r a m v i r S i g n h T y a g i i n h i s b o o k Chinese 
M a n d a i i m s m , " C h i n a ' s a i m i n p r o v o k i n g a c o n f l i c t 
w i t h I n d i a o v e r t h e b o r d e r w a s n o t m e r e l y a d e s i r e 
f o r t e r r i t o r i a l g a i n s . I t a l s o w a n t e d t o e x p o s e I n d i a ' s 
w e a k n e s s a n d u n d e r m i n e t h e l a t t e r ' s p o s i t i o n s i n t h e 
T h i r d W o r l d b y m a k i n g i t a b a n d o n n o n - a l i g n m e n t . " 

S h o w i n g o p e n h o s t i l i t y t o w a r d s I n d i a t h e M a o i s t s 
a t t e m p t e d t o s e t a g a i n s t I n d i a i t s n e a r e s t n e i g h b o u r s -
B u r m a a n d P a k i s t a n - i n u t t e r d i s r e g a r d o f t h e f a c t 
t h a t i m p e r i a l i s m h a d d r a w n P a k i s t a n i n t o m i l i t a r y 
b l o c s . I n 1 9 6 7 , w h e n t h e " c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n " w a s a t 
i t s h e i g h t , t h e M a o i s t s ' g r o s s i n t e r f e r e n c e l e d t o a 
b r e a k w i t h B u r m a a l t h o u g h e a r l i e r P e k i n g ' s r e l a t i o n s 
w i t h B u r m a h a d s e r v e d a s a " m o d e l " o f i t s g o o d -
n e i g h b o u r l y p o l i c y i n A s i a . 

I t h a s l o n g b e e n n o t e d t h a t w h e n e v e r c o n f l i c t s o f 
a n y k i n d t a k e p l a c e i n A s i a P e k i n g d o e s i t s b e s t t o 
a g g r a v a t e t h e m . S u c h w a s i t s p o s i t i o n i n t h e H i n d o -
P a k i s t a n i c o n f l i c t s . P e k i n g ' s a c t i o n s w e r e p r o v o c a t i v e 
w i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e f o u n d a t i o n o f t h e i n d e p e n d e n t R e 
p u b l i c o f B a n g l a d e s h . T h e M a o i s t s d i d e v e r y t h i n g t o 
e x a c e r b a t e t h e s i t u a t i o n i n A s i a , t o i n s t i g a t e " s t a g g e r 
i n g e v e n t s " w h i c h w e r e t o p a s s f o r a " r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
s i t u a t i o n " a n d w h i c h P e k i n g u s e d f o r i n t e r f e r i n g i n 
t h e i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s o f o t h e r c o u n t r i e s . 

T h e C h i n e s e l e a d e r s t r i e d t o p r e v e n t a f u r t h e r 
n o r m a l i z a t i o n o f t h e s i t u a t i o n i n t h e H i n d u s t a n s u b 
c o n t i n e n t . T h e i r c o n t i n u i n g a t t a c k s a g a i n s t I n d i a a n d 
a g a i n s t t h e p o l i c y o f p r o g r e s s i v e c h a n g e s c o n d u c t e d 
b y t h e g o v e r n m e n t o f I n d i r a G a n d h i a r e e v i d e n c e o f 
t h i s . 

A s f o r t h e M a o i s t s ' a t t i t u d e t o I n d i a , t h e y a r e o u t 
t o h i n d e r a l l s o c i o - e c o n o m i c c h a n g e s t h a t a r e b e i n g 
i m p l e m e n t e d i n t h e c o u n t r y , d i s r u p t i t s i n t e r n a l s t a b i 
l i t y a n d h i n d e r S o v i e t - I n d i a n c o o p e r a t i o n b a s e d o n 
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t h e t r e a t y o n f r i e n d s h i p s i g n e d b e t w e e n t h e t w o 
c o u n t r i e s . 

T h e M a o i s t s o p e n l y e n c o u r a g e d a c t s o f t e r r o r i s m 
b y Y a h y a K h a n ' s m i l i t a r y r e g i m e i n B a n g l a d e s h a n d 
t h e a n t i - I n d i a n p o l i c y c o n d u c t e d b y t h e P a k i s t a n i g o v 
e r n m e n t a t t h a t t i m e . 

D u r i n g t h e " t w o - w e e k " w a r t h e P R C l e a d e r s p o u 
r e d o u t t o r r e n t s o f l i e s c o n c e r n i n g I n d i a i n t h e U N 
a n d t h e C h i n e s e p r e s s . T h e C h i n e s e d e l e g a t e i n t h e 
S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l w e n t s o f a r a s t o w a r n t h e g o v e r n 
m e n t o f I n d i a t h a t i t w o u l d " r e a p t h e b i t t e r f r u i t t h a t 
i t h a d s o w n . " T o d a y i t i s o b v i o u s t h a t t h e " b i t t e r 
f r u i t " w a s r e a p e d , n o t b y I n d i a , b u t b y t h e P a k i s t a n i 
m i l i t a r y r e g i m e a n d i t s p a t r o n s i n P e k i n g . 

I n s e e k i n g t o u n d e r m i n e s t a b i l i t y a n d s e c u r i t y i n 
t h e H i n d u s t a n i s u b c o n t i n e n t P e k i n g h o p e s t o p e r p e 
t u a t e t h e d i s c o r d s b e t w e e n t h e s t a t e s i n t h i s a r e a a n d 
w e a k e n I n d i a ' s f o r e i g n p o l i c y p o s i t i o n a n d n a t i o n a l 
u n i t y . A c c o r d i n g t o t h e s c h e m e s o f P e k i n g ' s p o l i t i c a l 
s t r a t e g i s t s t h i s w o u l d o p e n t h e w a y f o r C h i n a ' s p e 
n e t r a t i o n i n t o t h e a r e a . 

T h e H s i n h u a N e w s A g e n c y ' s s h a r p a t t a c k s 
a g a i n s t I n d i a w i t h r e g a r d t o t h e a g r e e m e n t o n t h e 
K a s h m i r q u e s t i o n s i g n e d i n D e l h i c a m e a s n o s u r p r i s e 
t o I n d i a n o b s e r v e r s . T h i s c a n b e s e e n i n t h e r e a c t i o n 
o f t h e I n d i a n p r e s s . Times oi India o f M a r c h 1 8 , 1 9 7 5 , 
s a i d : " T h e N e w C h i n a N e w s A g e n c y ' s c o m m e n t a r y o n 
t h e a c c o r d b e t w e e n M r s . I n d i r a G a n d h i a n d S h e i k h 
A b d u l l a h i s n o m e r e r e i t e r a t i o n o f t h e C h i n e s e g o v e r n 
m e n t ' s k n o w n v i e w s o n t h e K a s h m i r q u e s t i o n : i t i s 
a n u n r e s t r a i n e d a n t i - I n d i a n o u t b u r s t . A s s u c h i t i s 
s h a r p l y a t v a r i a n c e w i t h t h e r e c e n t h i n t s g i v e n b y 
C h i n e s e s p o k e s m e n i n c l u d i n g t h e v i c e - p r e m i e r M r . 
C h e n H s i - l i e n a b o u t t h e i m p r o v e d c l i m a t e f o r S i n o -
I n d i a n r e l a t i o n s . " 

I n t h i s c o n n e c t i o n o n e m a y r e c a l l t h e S i n o - A m e -
r i c a n c o m m u n i q u e o n t h e r e s u l t s o f t h e U S P r e s i d e n t ' s 
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v i s i t t o t h e P R C , s i g n e d o n F e b r u a r y 2 8 , 1 9 7 2 . I n i t 
t h e C h i n e s e a s s e r t e d t h a t C h i n a w a s t h e s o l e c h a m p i o n 
o f t h e K a s h m i r p e o p l e ' s i n t e r e s t s . I n d i a ' s s t a n d o n t h i s 
q u e s t i o n w a s i g n o r e d . I n t h e c o u n t r i e s o f t h e S o u t h 
A s i a n s u b c o n t i n e n t t h i s w a s r e g a r d e d a s a g r o s s a t 
t e m p t t o c o m p l i c a t e r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n t h e n e i g h b o u r 
i n g c o u n t r i e s i n t h e a r e a . 

P e k i n g p e r s i s t s i n i t s a t t e m p t s t o a g g r a v a t e t h e 
s i t u a t i o n i n S o u t h A s i a . I t c o n t i n u e s t o s u p p l y a r m s 
t o d i f f e r e n t s e p a r a t i s t g r o u p s e n g a g e d i n u n d e r m i n i n g 
s t a b i l i t y i n s e v e r a l A s i a n c o u n t r i e s . A m o n g t h e s e 
g r o u p s a r e t h e i n s u r g e n t s i n t h e I n d i a n s t a t e s o f N a -
g a l a n d a n d M i z o r a m ( U . T . ) . 

A s r e p o r t e d b y Times oi India, d e t a c h m e n t s o f 
s o l d i e r s r e c r u i t e d f r o m t h e N a g a a n d M i z o t r i b e s a r e 
b e i n g t r a i n e d a t m i l i t a r y b a s e s i n t h e C h i n e s e p r o v 
i n c e o f Y u n a n . T h e y a r e e q u i p p e d w i t h C h i n e s e a r m s 
a n d s m u g g l e d b y w a y o f t h e A n d a m a n M o u n t a i n s i n t o 
t h e e a s t e r n s t a t e s o f I n d i a w h e r e t h e y m a k e a m b u s h e s 
a n d c o m m i t a c t s o f a r s o n a n d t e r r o r i z e t h e p e a c e f u l 
p o p u l a t i o n . N e w e v i d e n c e o f P e k i n g ' s i n t e r f e r e n c e i n 
I n d i a n a f f a i r s c a m e t o l i g h t a t a p r e s s c o n f e r e n c e 
h e l d i n D e l h i i n F e b r u a r y 1 9 7 4 , a t w h i c h i n s u r g e n t 
l e a d e r s S k a t o S w u a n d Z u h e t o f r o m t h e N a g a t r i b e 
w h o h a d g o n e o v e r t o t h e s i d e o f t h e I n d i a n g o v e r n 
m e n t s p o k e o f t h e i r f o r m e r a c t i v i t i e s . Hindustan Stan
dard s a i d o n A p r i l 2 5 , 1 9 7 5 , t h a t I n d i a ' s s e c u r i t y f o r 
c e s h a d i n t h e c o u r s e o f r e c e n t o p e r a t i o n s s e i z e d C h i 
n e s e a r m s a n d a m m u n i t i o n t o g e t h e r w i t h s e v e r a l d o 
c u m e n t s a n d p u b l i c a t i o n s i n c l u d i n g c o p i e s o f r e d 
b o o k s w i t h M a o ' s q u o t a t i o n s . 

T a k i n g i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n P e k i n g ' s s u b v e r s i v e a c 
t i v i t i e s , a t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f 1 9 7 5 I n d i a ' s P a r l i a m e n t 
p a s s e d a r e s o l u t i o n o n s e t t i n g u p a p r e s i d e n t i a l g o 
v e r n m e n t i n t h e N a g a l a n d S t a t e . T h e p o l i t i c a l s i t u a 
t i o n i n N a g a l a n d w a s d i s c u s s e d i n d e t a i l a t a m e e t i n g 
o f t h e c o m m i t t e e f o r p o l i t i c a l a f f a i r s o f t h e I n d i a n g o v -
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e r n m e n t . I t s m e m b e r s h e a r d a r e p o r t w h i c h p 0 i n t e d 
o u t t h a t t h e p o l i t i c a l i n s t a b i l i t y i n t h e a r e a w a s a m o n g 
o t h e r t h i n g s c a u s e d b y t h e " i n t e r f e r e n c e o f C h i n e s e 
a g e n t s i n N a g a l a n d ' s d o m e s t i c a f f a i r s . " 

S p e a k i n g i n P a r l i a m e n t o n A p r i l 2 1 , 1 9 7 5 , S w a -
r a n S i n g h , t h e I n d i a n M i n i s t e r o f D e f e n c e , n o t e d t h a t 
P e k i n g w a s s t r e n g t h e n i n g i t s m i l i t a r y p o s i t i o n a l o n g 
I n d i a ' s n o r t h e r n f r o n t i e r a n d s u p p o r t i n g h o s t i l e e l e 
m e n t s i n t h e n o r t h - e a s t e r n s t a t e s o f M i z o r a m a n d N a -
g a l a n d n o t o n l y p o l i t i c a l l y b u t w i t h c o n c r e t e a c t i o n s , 
b y t r a i n i n g s e p a r a t i s t s a n d s u p p l y i n g t h e m w i t h a r m s . 
I n I n d i a t h e P R C g o v e r n m e n t s t a t e m e n t o f A p r i l 2 9 , 
1 9 7 5 , o n t h e e v e n t s i n S i k k i m , a s m a l l t e r r i t o r y i n t h e 
H i m a l a y a s , f o r m e r l y a n a s s o c i a t e d t e r r i t o r y o f t h e 
U n i o n o f I n d i a , w a s r e g a r d e d a s t h e M a o i s t s ' n e w a t 
t e m p t t o i n t e r f e r e i n I n d i a ' s d o m e s t i c a f f a i r s . I n a 
n a t i o n w i d e r e f e r e n d u m h e l d o n A p r i l 1 4 , 1 9 7 5 , t h e 
m a j o r i t y o f S i k k i m ' s p o p u l a t i o n v o t e d f o r S i k k i m ' s 
e n t e r i n g t h e U n i o n o f I n d i a a s a n e q u a l s t a t e a n d t h e 
a b o l i t i o n o f t h e p o w e r o f S i k k i m ' s h e r e d i t a r y r u l e r . 

O n A p r i l 2 3 , t h e H o u s e o f t h e P e o p l e o f t h e I n 
d i a n P a r l i a m e n t v o t e d f o r S i k k i m ' s e n t r y i n t o t h e 
U n i o n o f I n d i a a n d m a d e t h e n e c e s s a r y a m e n d m e n t 
t o t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n . F o l l o w i n g a p p r o v a l o f t h e b i l l 
b y t h e C o u n c i l o f S t a t e s S i k k i m b e c a m e I n d i a ' s t w e n 
t y - s e c o n d s t a t e . 

T h i s e v e n t i n s c r i b e d a n e w p a g e i n t h e h i s t o r y o f 
t h e S i k k i m p e o p l e . I t s n e w s t a t u s o p e n s u p b r o a d o p 
p o r t u n i t i e s f o r i n t r o d u c i n g d e m o c r a t i c c h a n g e s a n d 
o v e r c o m i n g f e u d a l s u r v i v a l s . 

B u t t h i s d e v e l o p m e n t o b v i o u s l y w a s n o t t o t h e 
t a s t e o f t h e P e k i n g l e a d e r s w h o d i s p l a y a s p e c i a l i n 
t e r e s t i n S i k k i m a n d a s s i g n i t a s p e c i a l p l a c e i n t h e i r 
s t r a t e g i c p l a n s . T h e s e f a r - r e a c h i n g a i m s w e r e g i v e n 
a w a y i n t h e P R C g o v e r n m e n t s t a t e m e n t o f A p r i l 2 9 , 
1 9 7 5 i n w h i c h I n d i a w a s a c c u s e d o f " a n n e x i o n " a n d 
" c o l o n i a l i s m , " T h e d e c l a r a t i o n o f P R C ' s D e p u t y P r e -
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m i e r t h a t C h i n a w o u l d r e n d e r " s u p p o r t " t o t h e S i k 
k i m p e o p l e w a s r e g a r d e d b y o f f i c i a l q u a r t e r s i n D e 
l h i a s o v e r t i n t e r f e r e n c e i n t h e a f f a i r s o f t h e S i k k i m 
a n d I n d i a n p e o p l e s w h o w a n t e d t o m a i n t a i n r e l a t i o n s 
o f f r i e n d s h i p a n d c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h e a c h o t h e r . 

A f e w y e a r s a g o t h e I n d i a n p r e s s c a r r i e d r e p o r t s 
o f s e c r e t C I A p l a n s t o s e t u p i n t h e a r e a b o r d e r i n g 
o n I n d i a , B a n g l a d e s h a n d B u r m a , a p u p p e t s t a t e t o 
b e c a l l e d B e n g s a m , w h i c h w o u l d b e m a d e u p o f p a r t s 
o f t e r r i t o r i e s o f t h e s e c o u n t r i e s a n d p o p u l a t e d b y n a 
t i o n a l m i n o r i t i e s . T h e l a t e s t e v e n t s s h o w t h a t P e k i n g 
i s u s i n g t h e p l a n s w o r k e d o u t b y a n i m p e r i a l i s t i n t e l 
l i g e n c e s e r v i c e . P e k i n g ' s i n t e n t i o n s a r e c o n f i r m e d b y 
D h a r a m v i r S i n g h T y a g i w h o s a i d i n h i s Chinese Man-
darinism t h a t P e k i n g h o p e d t o see t h e b r e a k i n g u p 
o f I n d i a a n d o t h e r n e i g h b o u r i n g c o u n t r i e s a s t h i s 
w o u l d m a k e i t e a s i e r f o r C h i n a t o e s t a b l i s h i t s h e g e 
m o n y o v e r A s i a a n d t h e I n d i a n O c e a n a r e a . A s n o t e d 
b y t h e p r e s s o f S o u t h A s i a n c o u n t r i e s , t h e r e a l i z a t i o n 
o f t h e s e a i m s w o u l d o p e n t h e w a y t o t h e e x p a n s i o n 
o f M a o i s m t o t h e s o u t h , p r o v i d i n g i t w i t h a s t r a t e g i c 
s p r i n g b o a r d i n t h e I n d i a n O c e a n . T h e m a t t e r i s n o t 
c o n f i n e d t o P e k i n g ' s s u p p o r t o f d i f f e r e n t s e p a r a t i s t 
g r o u p s . 

P e o p l e i n S o u t h A s i a n c o u n t r i e s r e g a r d C h i n a ' s m i 
l i t a r y b u i l d u p i n T i b e t a s a t h r e a t t o p e a c e i n A s i a . 
T h e b u i l d u p w a s d e s c r i b e d i n d e t a i l b y t h e H o n g K o n g 
m a g a z i n e Far Eastern Economic Review i n i t s i s s u e 
o f M a r c h 1 8 , 1 9 7 4 . A s r e p o r t e d b y t h e p r e s s , C h i n a 
i s b u i l d i n g l a u n c h i n g s i t e s f o r m e d i u m - r a n g e m i s s i l e s 
i n t h i s h i g h p l a t e a u . P e k i n g a l s o i n t e n d s t o t e s t C h i 
n e s e b a l l i s t i c m i s s i l e s i n t h e I n d i a n O c e a n z o n e , w h o s e 
t r a j e c t o r i e s w i l l i n e v i t a b l y p a s s o v e r I n d i a . I n t h i s 
c o n n e c t i o n , i n F e b r u a r y 1 9 7 5 s e v e r a l d e p u t i e s i n I n 
d i a ' s P a r l i a m e n t c a l l e d f o r a n i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f r e p o r t s 
o n t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n b y t h e C h i n e s e o f m i s s i l e l a u n c h 
i n g s i t e s i n T i b e t . 
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I n n e i g h b o u r i n g B u r m a t h e M a o i s t s n o t o n l y s u p 
p o r t t h e s e p a r a t i s t m o v e m e n t s h e a d e d b y K a c h ^ n , K a 
r e n a n d S h a n f e u d a l s , b u t o r g a n i z e i n v a s i o n ^ o f t h e 
c o u n t r y b y C h i n e s e t r o o p s i n a n a t t e m p t t o s e t u p " l i 
b e r a t e d a r e a s . " T h e B a n g k o k c o r r e s p o n d e n t o f The 
Christian Science Monitor r e p o r t e d t h a t t h e n u m b e r 
o f C h i n e s e s o l d i e r s i n B u r m a h a d r e a c h e d 9 , 0 0 0 . A t a 
p r e s s c o n f e r e n c e h e l d i n K e n g t u n g o n D e c e m b e r 1 6 , 
1 9 7 3 , B u r m e s e a u t h o r i t i e s d i s p l a y e d a r m s , d o c u m e n t s 
a n d o t h e r i n c r i m i n a t i n g e v i d e n c e o f t h e M a o i s t s ' 
a r m e d i n t e r f e r e n c e i n B u r m a ' s d o m e s t i c a f f a i r s , c a p 
t u r e d d u r i n g t h e " Y e y a n a u n g " a n d " A u n g S o M o " 
o p e r a t i o n s . J o u r n a l i s t s w e r e a l s o s h o w n f r e s h g r a v e s 
w i t h C h i n e s e i n s c r i p t i o n s i n p l a c e s o f a r m e d c l a s h e s . 

T h e m a g a z i n e Laming Thading p u b l i s h e d i n R a n 
g o o n c a r r i e d a p h o t o i n o n e o f i t s i s s u e s o f a m o n u 
m e n t t o i n d e p e n d e n c e i n o n e o f t h e t o w n s i n n o r t h e r n 
B u r m a w h i c h h a d b e e n n e a r l y d e s t r o y e d b y C h i n e s e 
t r o o p s . T h e m o n u m e n t w a s c o v e r e d w i t h C h i n e s e i n 
s c r i p t i o n s c a l l i n g f o r t h e l i b e r a t i o n o f B u r m a . T h e 
w a y t h e h i e r o g l y p h s w e r e d r a w n s h o w s t h a t t h e y w e r e 
t h e w o r k o f t h e C h i n e s e w h o h a d h a d t h e i r s c h o o l i n g 
i n C h i n a , a n d n o t o f t h e l o c a l huatsiao. I t i s l o g i c a l t o 
a s k : f r o m w h o m a r e t h e s e l f - a p p o i n t e d s a v i o u r s g o i n g 
t o " f r e e B u r m a " ? T h e a n s w e r i s : f r o m i t s l a w f u l g o 
v e r n m e n t e l e c t e d b y t h e B u r m e s e p e o p l e . T h e s a m e 
s l o g a n s a r e r e g u l a r l y b r o a d c a s t i n B u r m e s e b y t h e 
u n d e r g r o u n d r a d i o s t a t i o n o p e r a t i n g i n C h i n a . A n d t h e 
M a o i s t s a r e n o t i n t h e l e a s t t r o u b l e d b y t h e f a c t t h a t 
t h e y s i g n e d i n 1 9 6 0 a b o r d e r a g r e e m e n t a n d a t r e a t y 
o n f r i e n d s h i p a n d m u t u a l n o n - a g g r e s s i o n w i t h B u r m a . 
P e k i n g ' s s u b v e r s i v e a c t i v i t i e s a r e p a r t i c u l a r l y o d i o u s 
s i n c e t h e B u r m e s e g o v e r n m e n t h a s p r o c l a i m e d t h e 
c o u n t r y ' s s o c i a l i s t o r i e n t a t i o n i n d e v e l o p i n g i t s s o c i o 
e c o n o m i c s y s t e m a n d h a s c o n f i r m e d i t s i n t e n t i o n s w i t h 
p r a c t i c a l m e a s u r e s . 

T h e t h i r d s e s s i o n o f B u r m a ' s P e o p l e ' s A s s e m b l y 
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h e l d i n M a r c h 1 9 7 5 d e v o t e d c o n s i d e r a b l e a t t e n t i o n t o 
t h e e v e n t s o n t h e S i n o - B u r m e s e f r o n t i e r , w h e r e i n 
J a n u a r y - F e b r u a r y fierce c l a s h e s t o o k p l a c e b e t w e e n 
g o v e r n m e n t t r o o p s a n d t h e a n t i - g o v e r n m e n t p r o - P e 
k i n g f o r c e s a i d e d b y C h i n a . A s r e p o r t e d 
a t t h e s e s s i o n , t h e B u r m e s e a r m y , w i t h t h e h e l p 
o f t h e c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n , r o u t e d t h e m a i n f o r c e s o f 
t h e i n s u r g e n t s . T h e r e m a i n i n g d e t a c h m e n t s f l e d f r o m 
t h e S h a n N a t i o n a l D i s t r i c t t o C h i n a w h e r e t h e y a r e 
o n c e a g a i n b u i l d i n g u p a b a s e i n p r e p a r a t i o n f o r n e w 
a t t a c k s . 

T h i s i s o n e o f m a n y e x a m p l e s s h o w i n g t h a t t h e 
e x i s t e n c e o f d i p l o m a t i c r e l a t i o n s , t o s a y n o t h i n g o f 
t r e a t i e s , b e t w e e n t h e P R C a n d a n y A s i a n c o u n t r y i s 
b y n o m e a n s a g u a r a n t e e a g a i n s t t h e M a o i s t s ' e n 
c r o a c h m e n t o n i t s s o v e r e i g n t y . I n f a c t , t h e e s t a b l i s h 
m e n t o f d i p l o m a t i c r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n P e k i n g a n d se
v e r a l A s i a n c o u n t r i e s i s r e g a r d e d i n A s i a a s a r u s e f o r 
i n c r e a s i n g t h e M a o i s t s ' i n f l u e n c e i n t h e s e c o u n t r i e s . 

T h u s , f o r i n s t a n c e , a f t e r C h i n a e s t a b l i s h e d d i p l o 
m a t i c r e l a t i o n s w i t h M a l a y s i a i n 1 9 7 4 i t h a s c o n t i n u e d 
t o i n t e r f e r e i n t h e c o u n t r y ' s d o m e s t i c a f f a i r s t h r o u g h 
i t s s e c r e t s e r v i c e . R e c e n t l y t h e M a o i s t s h a v e l a i d 
c l a i m s t o t h e S e n g m u A r c h i p e l a g o w h i c h i s M a l a y s i a n 
t e r r i t o r y . D e s p i t e i t s a s s u r a n c e s t o M a l a y s i a P e k i n g 
c o n t i n u e s t o e n c o u r a g e a n d s u p p o r t t e r r o r i s t g r o u p s 
o p e r a t i n g i n t h e c o u n t r y . I n J u n e 1 9 7 5 t h e g o v e r n m e n t 
o f M a l a y s i a s a i d i n a n o f f i c i a l p r o t e s t t o t h e P R C t h a t 
i f t h e l a t t e r w i s h e d t o m a i n t a i n d i p l o m a t i c r e l a t i o n s 
w i t h M a l a y s i a i t w o u l d h a v e t o p u t a n e n d t o t h e s e 
a c t i v i t i e s . 

T h e M a o i s t s ' s e c r e t s e r v i c e h a s i n t e n s i f i e d i t s a c 
t i v i t i e s i n N e p a l , w h i c h a l s o h a s a c o m m o n b o r d e r 
w i t h C h i n a . I n P e k i n g t h e y p r e t e n d t h a t i t i s C h i n a ' s 
f e r v e n t d e s i r e t o " s u p p o r t t h e j u s t s t r u g g l e o f t h e g o 
v e r n m e n t a n d p e o p l e o f N e p a l a g a i n s t f o r e i g n i n t e r 
f e r e n c e . " B u t a s h a s b e e n t h e ca se w i t h m a n y o t h e r 
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countries, such unsolicited patronage on the part of 
Peking only shows its intentions to aggravate relations 
between India and Nepal thereby setting the stage 
for greater interference in Nepal's affairs. 

In confirmation of these suspicions the Nepal 
press has reported the illegal transportation of fire 
arms and ammunition into Nepal from China together 
with Maoist publications intended for pro-Peking 
groups engaged in plotting against the local govern
ment. It is also no secret that Peking has set up a 
coordinating centre in Nepal for guiding the activities 
of subversive groups in India and Bangladesh. 

To spread their influence to China's neighbouring 
countries the Maoists make use of the huatsiao-local 
Chinese who have long emigrated from China but who 
have retained their national traits owing to their iso
lation from the local population and their ethnic in
tegrity. 

In Asian countries hiiatsiao form a large ethnic 
stratum, and in some ways exert a considerable in
fluence in those countries. There are four million Chi
nese in Thailand, over three million in Malaysia, 1.5 
million in Singapore, three million in Indonesia, and 
several hundred thousand in Burma, Cambodia, Laos 
and Vietnam. Altogether there are more than 18 mil
lion Chinese in the countries of South-East Asia. 
Moreover, the huatsiao also hold strong economic po
sitions in these countries, where they have control 
over a large part of trade, particularly retail trade. 
Many specialists, and among them the US historian 
George Kahin, the author of Nationalism and Revolu
tion in Indonesia, have noted that most of the big 
Chinese capital was formed mainly through huatsiao's 
active collaboration with colonialists. 

Seeking to make the more wealthy Chinese emi
grants serve their interests the Maoists regard all 
huatsiao as Chinese citizens. They have in effect adopt-
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ed the precept of Chinese feudal rulers that all Chi
nese, whatever their place of residence, must regard 
China as their native country, and have added to this 
the Kuomintang slogan: "Where there are Chinese, 
there is China." Playing the role of guardian of all 
Chinese emigrants Peking declared it its duty to pro
tect "the respective rights and interests of the Chinese 
living abroad." Chinese emigrants are considered part 
of the population of the PRC. 

At the session of the National People's Congress 
held in January 1975 a number of seats were reserved 
for huatsiao residing in South-East Asian countries. 
Of late Peking has been facilitating the emigration 
via Hong Kong of a considerable number of Chinese 
who had not long ago lived in Malaysia and other 
South-East Asian countries. They are now called upon 
to resume their former citizenship, and penetrate the 
countries' state apparatus and social and political 
spheres. As noted by the press in South-East Asia, the 
methods used by the Maoists to persuade wealthy 
huatsiao to cooperate amount to a political racket. 
The huatsiao are forced to subsidize the Maoists' di
verse undertakings which grossly violate the norms 
of international law. It is no secret that before Indo
nesia and China broke off diplomatic relations with 
each other the Chinese Embassy in Jakarta had for 
many years been financed by the Chinese exploiter 
minority residing in Indonesia. It is not surprising 
that when the Indonesian authorities introduced mea
sures to curb the activities of the Chinese bourgeoisie 
Peking reacted with ultimatums and threats. Chinese 
bourgeoisie residing in the countries of South-East 
Asia accounts for more than half of their domestic 
trade and the greater part of foreign trade operations; 
it holds key positions in banking, several domestic in
dustries and the plantation economy. According to es
timates of foreign experts capital investments of Chi-
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n e s e e m i g r a n t s a m o u n t t o n e a r l y 5 , 0 0 0 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s , 
t h a t i s , t h e a m o u n t o f c a p i t a l i n v e s t e d b y C h i n e s e 
b o u r g e o i s i e i n t h e e c o n o m y o f S o u t h - E a s t A s i a i s n o t 
l e s s t h a n t h e i n v e s t m e n t s m a d e b y a l l t h e i m p e r i a l i s t 
p o w e r s i n t h a t p a r t o f t h e w o r l d . T h i s c a p i t a l i s t h e 
m a i n s o u r c e o f P e k i n g ' s i n c o m e f r o m C h i n e s e e m i 
g r a n t s w h i c h i s u s e d t o f i n a n c e i t s m i l i t a r y b u d g e t . 
I n t h e l a s t t w e n t y y e a r s t h e c o u n t r i e s o f S o u t h - E a s t 
A s i a h a v e s u f f e r e d c o n s i d e r a b l e l o s s e s o w i n g t o t h e 
p u m p i n g o f t h e w e a l t h o f t h e C h i n e s e b o u r g e o i s i e i n t o 
C h i n a w h e r e m o r e f a v o u r a b l e c o n d i t i o n s o f i n v e s t 
m e n t h a v e b e e n e s t a b l i s h e d - w i t h d i v i d e n d s a t 7 - 8 
p e r c e n t . P e k i n g i n e f f e c t t a k e s a h a n d i n e x p l o i t i n g 
t h e p e o p l e o f t h e c o u n t r i e s i n h a b i t e d b y C h i n e s e b o u r 
g e o i s i e . A c c o r d i n g t o a n e s t i m a t e g i v e n b y t h e Far 
Eastern Economic Review C h i n e s e e m i g r a n t s y e a r l y 
r e m i t a p p r o x i m a t e l y 8 0 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s t o P e k i n g . 

Huatsiao h a v e b e e n r e p e a t e d l y u s e d b y P e k i n g a s 
a m e a n s o f p u t t i n g p r e s s u r e o n t h e g o v e r n m e n t s o f 
S o u t h - E a s t A s i a , a n d t h i s h a s o f t e n l e d t o s h a i - p c o n 
f l i c t s . F o r i n s t a n c e , w h e n i n 1 9 6 7 U N e W i n ' s g o v e r n 
m e n t i n t r o d u c e d m e a s u r e s f o r n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n i n B u r 
m a w h i c h a f f e c t e d t h e i n t e r e s t s o f C h i n e s e t r a d e a n d 
b a n k i n g c i r c l e s t h e M a o i s t i n t e l l i g e n c e i n s t i g a t e d c l a 
s h e s i n R a n g o o n , M a n d a l a y a n d o t h e r c i t i e s b e t w e e n 
l o c a l C h i n e s e r e s i d e n t s a n d t h e B u r m e s e . W h e n t h e 
o r g a n i z e r s o f t h e s e e x c e s s e s w e r e g i v e n a r e b u f f P e 
k i n g b o m b a r d e d B u r m a w i t h m o r e t h a n t w e n t y n o t e s 
c o n t a i n i n g " w a r n i n g s " a n d t h r e a t s o f e v e r y k i n d . 

T h e I n d o n e s i a n n e w s p a p e r Aiigkatan Bersenjata 
r e p o r t e d t h a t s u b v e r s i v e e l e m e n t s s m u g ^ j l e d i n t o t h e 
c o u n t r y b y P e k i n g h a d b e e n a r i - e s t e d i n S e m a r a n g a n d 
s e v e r a l o t h e r c i t i e s . C a c h e s o f s m a l l a r m s t r a n s p o r t e d 
i l l e g a l l y f r o m C h i n a w e r e a l s o d i s c o v e r e d . T h e n e w s 
p a p e r New Standard p u b l i s h e d a p h o t o s h o w i n g C h i 
n e s e r i f l e s d i s c o v e r e d i n a c a c h e i n W e s t e r n K a l i m a n 
t a n . 
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W h i l e a g g r a v a t i n g t h e s i t u a t i o n i n A s i a a n d i n t e r 
f e r i n g i n t h e d o m e s t i c a f f a i r s o f C h i n a ' s n e i g h b o u r s 
t h e P e k i n g l e a d e r s h i p j u s t i f i e s t h e s e a c t i o n s b y r e f e r 
r i n g t o i t s a l l e g e d s o l i c i t u d e f o r t h e i n t e r e s t s o f t h e i n 
t e r n a t i o n a l r e v o l u t i o n a r y m o v e m e n t . I t i s n o t l i k e l y 
t h a t a n y o n e w i l l b e d e c e i v e d b y t h e s e t a c t i c s . A l l c o m 
m u n i s t p a r t i e s i n t h e c o u n t r i e s o f S o u t h - E a s t A s i a t h a t 
h a v e f a l l e n u n d e r t h e i d e o l o g i c a l i n f l u e n c e o f M a o i s m 
h a v e s u f f e r e d s u b s t a n t i a l l o s s e s . T h e M a o i s t s h a v e 
f o i s t e d u p o n t h e m a n a d v e n t u r i s t , s e c t a r i a n c o u r s e 
w h i c h c o m p l e t e l y d i s r e g a r d s t h e h i s t o r i c a l s i t u a t i o n i n 
S o u t h - E a s t A s i a a n d w h i c h h a s l e d t o t h e i r i s o l a t i o n 
f r o m t h e m a s s e s . S e e k i n g t o t u r n s e v e r a l c o u n t r i e s 
i n t h i s r e g i o n i n t o " t e s t i n g g r o u n d s " f o r M a o ' s i d e a s 
t h e P e k i n g p o l i t i c i a n s i n c i t e d a n u m b e r o f r e p r e s e n t a 
t i v e s o f I n d o n e s i a ' s l e f t - w i n g f o r c e s t o j o i n i n a c o n s 
p i r a c y o f a g r o u p o f o f f i c e r s h e a d e d b y U n t u n g w h i c h 
b e c a m e k n o w n a s " t h e S e p t e m b e r 3 0 m o v e m e n t . " 
N o t h i n g w a s g a i n e d b y t h i s a t t e m p t e x c e p t t h e k n o w 
l e d g e t h a t s u c h M a o i s t m e t h o d s w e r e d o o m e d t o f a i 
l u r e . B u t t h e p r i c e f o r t h i s m i s t a k e h a d t o b e p a i d b y 
a l l p r o g r e s s i v e l e a d e r s o f I n d o n e s i a . T h e r e a c t i o n u s e d 
t h e o c c a s i o n t o l a u n c h a c a m p a i g n o f r e p r e s s i o n s 
a g a i n s t h u n d r e d s o f t h o u s a n d s o f p e o p l e w h o h a d 
n o t h i n g t o d o w i t h t h e c o n s p i r a c y o r i t s i n s t i g a t o r s i n 
P e k i n g . T h e M a o i s t l e a d e r s h i p m u s t b e h e l d r e s p o n s i 
b l e f o r t h e l o s s e s s u f f e r e d b y r e v o l u t i o n a r y f o r c e s i n 
M a l a y s i a , T h a i l a n d , B u r m a a n d t h e P h i l i p p i n e s . 

W h e n t h e R e v o l u t i o n a r y C o u n c i l c a m e t o p o w e r 
i n B u r m a i t b e c a m e p o s s i b l e t o p u t a n e n d t o t h e p r o 
t r a c t e d c i v i l c o n f l i c t a n d t o l e g a l i z e t h e C o m m u n i s t 
P a r t y t h r o u g h t h e c o n c l u s i o n o f a n a g r e e m e n t o n 
c o o p e r a t i o n b e t w e e n t h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y a n d t h e 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y d e m o c r a t s . T h i s o p p o r t u n i t y w a s l o s t , 
h o w e v e r , o w i n g t o t h e i n t e r f e r e n c e o f t h e P e k i n g l e a d 
e r s . T h e t a l k s w e r e w r e c k e d . F u r t h e r e v e n t s s h o w e d 
t h a t P e k i n g ' s s e c t a r i a n a i m s a n d i t s a t t e m p t s t o e x p o r t 
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" c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n " d i d h a r m t o t h e i n t e r e s t s o f 
B u r m a ' s w o r k i n g p e o p l e a n d h a m p e r e d e f f o r t s t o 
a c h i e v e u n i t y o f a l l t h e a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t f o r c e s i n t h e 
c o u n t r y . 

S i m i l a r i n c i d e n t s h a v e c o n v i n c e d p r o g r e s s i v e f o r 
c e s i n S o u t h - E a s t A s i a n c o u n t r i e s o f t h e d a n g e r i n h e 
r e n t i n t h e p o l i c y f o i s t e d u p o n t h e m b y P e k i n g , a n d 
h a v e p r o m p t e d t h e m t o t a k e t h e n e c e s s a r y s t e p s t o 
o v e r c o m e t h e i r d e p e n d e n c e o n t h e l a t t e r . T h e M a o i s t s 
h a v e b e e n q u i c k t o r e a c t i n a m a n n e r t y p i c a l o f a l l 
t h e i r d o i n g s . O f f i c i a l s f r o m T h a i l a n d , M a l a y s i a , I n d o 
n e s i a a n d s e v e r a l o t h e r c o u n t r i e s o f S o u t h - E a s t A s i a 
h a v e b e e n a s s u r e d b y P e k i n g t h a t i t i s n o l o n g e r i n 
t e r e s t e d i n t h e f a t e o f C o m m u n i s t s i n t h o s e c o u n t r i e s 
a n d t h a t t h e i r a u t h o r i t i e s " m a y d e a l w i t h t h e m a s 
t h e y s e e f i t . " 

T h u s r e c e n t e v e n t s h a v e s h o w n t h a t M a o i s m i s 
i n t e n s e l y h o s t i l e t o t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y l i b e r a t i o n m o v e 
m e n t i n A s i a . P e k i n g i s t r y i n g t o s e t u p a n a r t i f i c i a l 
o p p o s i t i o n b e t w e e n t h e t a s k s o f p r o g r e s s i v e A s i a n 
c o u n t r i e s a n d t h e g e n e r a l t a s k s o f t h e s o c i a l i s t f o r c e s 
f i g h t i n g a g a i n s t i m p e r i a l i s m a n d r e a c t i o n . 

"Balance of Forces", Peking Style 

O f l a t e t h e H s i n h u a N e w s A g e n c y , R a d i o P e k i n g 
a n d o t h e r M a o i s t p r o p a g a n d a o r g a n s h a v e o f t e n 
s p o k e n o f t h e n e c e s s i t y o f m a i n t a i n i n g " b a l a n c e o f 
f o r c e s " i n A s i a . A n a n a l y s i s o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l e v e n t s 
s h o w s , h o w e v e r , t h a t i n s e t t i n g f o r t h t h i s i d e a P e k i n g 
i s t r y i n g t o j u s t i f y i t s d i p l o m a t i c m o v e s a n d t h e s h a r p 
c h a n g e s i n i t s f o r e i g n p o l i c y , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n A s i a . 

B u t w h a t e v e r t h e c h a n g e s , t h e f i n a l a i m o f P e 
k i n g ' s m a n o e u v r e s r e m a i n s t h e s a m e . T h e C h i n e s e 
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l e a d e r s l o o k u p o n t h e v a s t A s i a n r e g i o n b o r d e r i n g o n 
t h e P a c i f i c a n d I n d i a n o c e a n s a s t h e i m m e d i a t e o b j e c t 
o f t h e i r e x p a n s i o n i s t a i m s . 

H e r e i s w h a t t h e S r i L a n k a w e e k l y Tribune s a y s 
o n t h e s u b j e c t : " O n t h e p r e t e x t o f ' r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r 
t h e d e s t i n i e s o f n a t i o n s ' i n S o u t h - E a s t a n d S o u t h A s i a , 
a s w e l l a s o n t h e w h o l e A s i a n c o n t i n e n t , P e k i n g i n 
t e r f e r e s i n t h e i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s o f a w h o l e n u m b e r o f 
c o u n t r i e s . N o w o n d e r t h a t s u c h a c t i v i t i e s c a n ' t b e o v e r 
l o o k e d b y t h e c o u n t r i e s o f t h i s r e g i o n a n d c a u s e t h e i r 
n a t u r a l a n x i e t y . " A l l t h e s e a c t i o n s a r e t h e d i r e c t r e 
s u l t o f t h e g r e a t - p o w e r a m b i t i o n s a n d h e g e m o n i c p l a n s 
n u r t u r e d i n P e k i n g . 

A n d o n e m u s t n o t o v e r l o o k t h e f o l l o w i n g f a c t . 
P e k i n g c a n h a r d l y c l a i m t o b e t h e a u t h o r o f t h e d u 
b i o u s c o n c e p t i o n o f " b a l a n c e o f f o r c e s . " T h e M a o i s t s 
h a v e s i m p l y a d o p t e d i t f r o m W e s t e r n b o u r g e o i s c i r 
c l e s . R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e s e c i r c l e s u s e t h i s c o n c e p 
t i o n t o j u s t i f y f o r e i g n " p r e s e n c e " i n A s i a w h i c h i s 
u s u a l l y u n d e r s t o o d a s t h e r e t a i n i n g o f f o r e i g n m i l i t a r y 
b a s e s a n d g a r r i s o n s a n d t h e u n d e r t a k i n g o f c o m m i t 
m e n t s o f t h e m i l i t a r y b l o c s f o r m e d i n t h i s r e g i o n . 

W h a t k i n d o f " b a l a n c e o f f o r c e s " d o e s P e k i n g 
h a v e i n m i n d ? W h a t a c c o u n t s f o r i t s e a g e r n e s s t o e x 
t e n d t h e a r m s r a c e t o t h e S o u t h S e a s r e g i o n ? P e k i n g 
e x p l a i n s t h i s b y t h e n e e d t o b a l a n c e " S o v i e t p r e s e n c e " 
t h e r e . S u c h a r g u m e n t s a r e o b v i o u s l y r i d i c u l o u s , f o r t h e 
S o v i e t U n i o n h a s a l w a y s b e e n o p p o s e d t o t h e s e t t i n g 
u p o f m i l i t a r y b l o c s a n d b a s e s i n A s i a . A s n o t e d b y 
I n d i a ' s P r i m e M i n i s t e r I n d i r a G a n d h i , t h e S o v i e t 
U n i o n h a d n e v e r e s t a b l i s h e d m i l i t a r y b a s e s i n t h i s 
r e g i o n a n d h a d " n o n e o t h e r t h a n p e a c e f u l i n t e n t i o n s " 
t h e r e . J u d g i n g b y t h e w a y t h i n g s s t a n d , a l l t h e t a l k 
o f " S o v i e t p r e s e n c e " i n A s i a i s m e r e l y a r u s e u s e d b y 
P e k i n g t o j u s t i f y t h e c o n t i n u e d e x i s t e n c e o f f o r e i g n 
m i l i t a r y b a s e s a n d t r o o p s i n t h e a r e a a n d a l s o i t s o w n 
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a c t i o n s t h a t a r e a t h r e a t t o t h e s e c u r i t y o f t h i s p a r t o f 
t h e w o r l d . 

W h e n t h e P e n t a g o n a n n o u n c e d i t s i n t e n t i o n t o 
b u i l d a b i g m i l i t a r y c o m p l e x i n D i e g o G a r c i a I s l a n d 
l y i n g i n t h e c e n t r e o f t h e I n d i a n O c e a n , a w a v e o f 
p r o t e s t s s w e p t t h e A s i a n c o u n t r i e s . E v e n T h a i l a n d a n d 
A u s t r a l i a , b o t h m e m b e r s o f m i l i t a r y b l o c s , c r i t i c i z e d 
t h e P e n t a g o n p l a n . P e k i n g a l o n e h a d m a i n t a i n e d s i 
l e n c e o n t h e s u b j e c t . 

I n f a c t , a s r e p o r t e d b y t h e m a g a z i n e Newsweek, 
b e f o r e a d o p t i n g a d e c i s i o n t o s e t u p t h e n e w m i l i t a r y 
c o m p l e x t h e P e n t a g o n h a d s e c u r e d P e k i n g ' s " t a c i t a g 
r e e m e n t . " I f a n y a d d i t i o n a l e v i d e n c e o f t h e M a o i s t s ' 
s t a n d o n t h i s m a t t e r w a s r e q u i r e d , i t h a d b e e n p r e 
s e n t e d a t a U S C o n g r e s s s u b c o m m i t t e e m e e t i n g h e l d 
t o d i s c u s s q u e s t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g t h e I n d i a n O c e a n . A t 
t h i s m e e t i n g a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e S t a t e D e p a r t m e n t 
m a d e i t c l e a r t h a t C h i n a h a d r e a c t e d f a v o u r a b l y t o 
t h e i d e a o f s e t t i n g u p a U S m i l i t a r y b a s e i n D i e g o 
G a r c i a . 

O f l a t e C h i n e s e l e a d e r s h a v e r e p e a t e d l y c o m e o u t 
i n f a v o u r o f p r e s e r v i n g U S m i l i t a r y b a s e s a n d g a r r i 
s o n s i n A s i a . T h e s a m e i d e a w a s e x p r e s s e d b y P r e 
m i e r C h o u E n - l a i d u r i n g a m e e t i n g w i t h U S C o n g r e s s 
m e n i n P e k i n g . 

A c c o r d i n g t o H . D . M a l a v i a , a p r o m i n e n t I n d i a n 
p u b l i c figure, i t w a s b e c o m i n g o b v i o u s t h a t P e k i n g ' s 
r u l i n g q u a r t e r s , f a r f r o m b e i n g i n t e r e s t e d i n c o n s o l i 
d a t i n g p e a c e a n d p r o g r e s s i n A s i a , w e r e s e e k i n g t h e 
c o n s t a n t p r e s e n c e o f i m p e r i a l i s m i n t h e A s i a n c o n t i 
n e n t , c o m i n g o u t i n s u p p o r t o f C E N T O , a n d w e l c o m 
i n g t h e p l a n f o r e s t a b l i s h i n g a f o r e i g n m i l i t a r y b a s e 
i n D i e g o G a r c i a . T h i s a c c o u n t s f o r t h e p r o f o u n d d i f 
f e r e n c e o f o p i n i o n n o w e x i s t i n g b e t w e e n t h e m a j o r i t y 
o f A s i a n c o u n t r i e s a n d t h e P e k i n g l e a d e r s . 

W h y d o t h e M a o i s t c i r c l e s f a v o u r t h e e s c a l a t i o n 
o f t h e i m p e r i a l i s t m i l i t a r y p r e s e n c e i n A s i a ? H e r e o n e 
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m a y r e c a l l t h a t a t i t s 1 0 t h C o n g r e s s i n 1 9 7 3 t h e C o m 
m u n i s t P a r t y o f C h i n a s e t f o r t h t h e t h e s i s " o n t h e 
n e c e s s i t y o f c o m p r o m i s e s w i t h i m p e r i a l i s t s t a t e s , " 
w h i c h P e k i n g r e g a r d s a s a m e a n s o f a c h i e v i n g i t s 
h e g e m o n i c a i m s . T h e M a o i s t s a r e w e l l a w a r e t h a t t h e 
p r e s e n t w o r l d s i t u a t i o n , i n w h i c h s o c i a l i s m i s g a i n i n g 
s t r e n g t h a n d s c o r i n g successes i n t h e s t r u g g l e f o r i n 
t e r n a t i o n a l d e t e n t e a n d t h e c o n s o l i d a t i o n o f p r i n c i 
p l e s o f p e a c e f u l c o e x i s t e n c e o f s t a t e s w i t h d i f f e r e n t s o 
c i a l s y s t e m s , p r e c l u d e s a l l p o s s i b i l i t i e s f o r t h e f o i s t i n g 
o f o n e ' s r u l e u p o n o t h e r c o u n t r i e s . ' T h i s f a c t a n d C h i 
n a ' s e x t r e m e t e c h n o l o g i c a l a n d e c o n o m i c b a c k w a r d 
n e s s e n c o u r a g e t h e M a o i s t s t o b u i l d t h e i r A s i a n p o l i 
c y o n t h e b a s i s o f d i v e r s e u n s c r u p u l o u s d e a l s a n d a t 
t e m p t s t o c h a n g e t h e " p o l e s o f f o r c e s . " T h e y c h o o s e 
t h e i r p a r t n e r s f r o m a m o n g t h e o l d e s t a n d m o s t r a b i d 
e n e m i e s o f t h e n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n m o v e m e n t . I n f o r m 
i n g b l o c s w i t h r e a c t i o n a r y f o r c e s P e k i n g d i p l o m a c y 
d e l i b e r a t e l y s a c r i f i c e s t h e i n t e r e s t s o f s e c u r i t y o f o t h e r 
A s i a n c o u n t r i e s . T h i s i s w h y P e k i n g a b s t a i n s f r o m 
c r i t i c i s m o f m i l i t a r y b l o c s a n d a g r e e m e n t s . 

I n a r e c e n t i n t e r v i e w g i v e n t o t h e U.S. News and 
World Report U S S t a t e S e c r e t a r y H e n r y K i s s i n g e r 
s a i d , i n a n s w e r t o t h e q u e s t i o n o f w h y t h e C h i n e s e 
l e a d e r s h i p w a s i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e p r e s e n c e o f t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s i n A s i a w h e r e a s f o r m e r l y i t h a d r e p e a t e d l y d e 
m a n d e d i t s w i t h d r a w a l , t h a t t h e C h i n e s e r e g a r d e d 
t h e U S A a s a n i m p o r t a n t e l e m e n t f o r m a i n t a i n i n g b a 
l a n c e i n t h a t p a r t o f t h e w o r l d . 

T h u s , f o r i n s t a n c e , s t r a n g e a s i t m a y s e e m a t f i r s t , 
t h e d e c i s i o n o f t h e n e w T h a i l a n d g o v e r n m e n t t o h a v e 
t h e U S m i l i t a r y b a s e s i n T h a i l a n d d i s m a n t l e d a n d t h e 
U S t r o o p s s t a t i o n e d t h e r e w i t h d r a w n , h a s c a u s e d a n 
x i e t y n o t o n l y i n S E A T O H e a d q u a r t e r s b u t a l s o a m o n g 
t h e P e k i n g l e a d e r s . T h i s i s n o t s u r p r i s i n g , h o w e v e r , 
f o r w i t h t h e w i t h d r a w a l o f U S t r o o p s f r o m T h a i l a n d 
t h e r e m a y a p p e a r r e a l p r o s p e c t s f o r i m p r o v i n g t h e 
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C o u i i t r y ' s r e l a t i o n s w i t h i t s neigtiJDdurs a n d f o r c o n s o 
l i d a t i n g p e a c e i n t h e e n t i r e a r e a , p r o s p e c t s w h i c h a r e 
f a r f r o m b e i n g d e s i r a b l e t o P e k i n g p o l i t i c i a n s . A s r e 
p o r t e d b y t h e Bangkok Post, a f e w d a y s a f t e r t h e a f o r 
e m e n t i o n e d d e c i s i o n w a s a d o p t e d b y t h e T h a i l a n d 
g o v e r n m e n t P e k i n g b e g a n t o s m u g g l e s a b o t a g e g r o u p s 
e q u i p p e d w i t h C h i n e s e a r m s i n t o T h a i l a n d . T h i s i s 
n o t o n l y g r o s s i n t e r f e r e n c e i n t h e d o m e s t i c a f f a i r s o f 
T h a i l a n d , a l t h o u g h t h i s i s n o t t h e first t i m e P e k i n g 
h a s r e s o r t e d t o s u c h a c t i o n s , b u t a l s o o n e m o r e p l o t 
t o u n d e r m i n e p e a c e i n t h i s a r e a . F o r P e k i n g ' s a c t i o n 
o b j e c t i v e l y p r o v i d e s t h e P e n t a g o n w i t h a m u c h n e e d e d 
p r e t e x t f o r m a i n t a i n i n g i t s t r o o p s a n d b a s e s i n T h a i 
l a n d . 

W h e r e a s d u r i n g t h e " c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n " P e k i n g 
m a d e n o s e c r e t o f i t s a t t e m p t s t o e x p o r t i t i n t o n e i g h 
b o u r i n g c o u n t r i e s i n S o u t h a n d S o u t h - E a s t A s i a , i n 
t h e i r n e w f o r e i g n - p o l i c y o f f e n s i v e t h e M a o i s t s e m 
p l o y m o r e s u b t l e a n d f l e x i b l e m e a n s b y a c h i e v i n g t h e 
s a m e e x p a n s i o n i s t a i m s . O f l a t e P e k i n g h a s b e e n m a k 
i n g a n e f f o r t t o " e r a d i c a t e f r o m t h e m i n d s " o f A s i a n 
p e o p l e a l l t h e f o r e i g n - p o l i c y e x c e s s e s i t h a d c o m m i t t e d 
i n s p r e a d i n g t h e " c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n . " B y m a k i n g a 
s h o w o f t h e i r f r i e n d l y d i s p o s i t i o n M a o ' s a d h e r e n t s 
h o p e t o c o n v i n c e t h e p e o p l e o f o t h e r A s i a n c o u n t r i e s 
t h a t t h e i r e a r l i e r a t t e m p t s t o " e x p o r t M a o i s m " w e r e 
b u t a b r i e f e p i s o d e i n C h i n a ' s c o n t e m p o r a r y h i s t o r y . 

A t p r e s e n t t h e P e k i n g l e a d e r s d o n o t p r o c l a i m 
t h e i r a i m o f f o i s t i n g M a o i s m u p o n t h e p e o p l e o f A s i a n 
c o u n t r i e s . I n s t e a d , a t i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n f e r e n c e s a n d 
d i p l o m a t i c m e e t i n g s C h i n e s e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s s p e a k o f 
C h i n a ' s b e i n g p a r t o f t h e " t h i r d w o r l d " a n d a s s u r e 
t h e i r i n t e r l o c u t o r s f r o m A s i a n c o u n t r i e s o f C h i n a ' s 
f r i e n d l y i n t e n t i o n s . I t i s c o m m o n k n o w l e d g e t h a t b y 
t h e " t h i r d w o r l d " i s m e a n t a l a r g e c o m m u n i t y o f c o u n 
t r i e s i n A s i a , A f r i c a a n d L a t i n A m e r i c a t h a t h a v e w o n 
i n d e p e n d e n c e i n a s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t i m p e r i a l i s m . T h e y 
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h a v e m u c h i n c o m m o n a n d a r e u n i t e d b y a d e s i r e t o 
c o n d u c t a p o l i c y o f n e u t r a l i t y a n d n o n - a l i g n m e n t w h i c h 
t h e y r e g a r d a s a n i m p o r t a n t m e a n s o f fighting f o r t h e 
f u r t h e r c o n s o l i d a t i o n o f t h e i r h a r d - w o n i n d e p e n d e n c e . 

I t i s o b v i o u s t h a t a c o u n t r y c a n b e s a i d t o b e l o n g 
t o t h e " t h i r d w o r l d " w h i c h n o t o n l y s h a r e s t h e h i s t o 
r i c a l d e s t i n i e s o f m o s t A s i a n a n d A f r i c a n c o u n t r i e s , b u t 
a l s o a d h e r e s t o t h e p r i n c i p l e s t h a t f o r m t h e b a s i s o f 
t h e p o l i c y o f t h e s e c o u n t r i e s . H o w e v e r , r e c e n t e v e n t s 
h a v e s h o w n t h a t t h e a t t i t u d e o f t h e M a o i s t l e a d e r s h i p 
t o t h e p o l i c y o f n o n - a l i g n m e n t r e m a i n s a m b i g u o u s . 

B u t n e v e r t h e l e s s P e k i n g s p a r e s n o e f f o r t s t o d e 
m o n s t r a t e i t s a l l e g e d l y f a v o u r a b l e a t t i t u d e t o t h e n o n -
a l i g n m e n t p o l i c y a n d t h e " t h i r d w o r l d " g e n e r a l l y . 
W h a t i s t h e e x p l a n a t i o n f o r t h i s ? F i r s t o f a l l , a s n o t e d 
b y t h e p r e s s i n A s i a n c o u n t r i e s , P e k i n g i s t r y i n g t o 
p e r s u a d e t h e p e o p l e o f t h e d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s t o 
a c c e p t i t s " n e w " i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h i s p o l i c y , w h i c h 
i s b a s e d o n t h e f a l s e c o n c e p t i o n o f t h e " t w o s u p e r 
p o w e r s . " T h i s i s d o n e , first, t o d e p r i v e t h e n o n - a l i g n 
m e n t p o l i c y o f i t s a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t c o n t e n t , a n d s e c o n d 
l y , t o i m p e d e t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f e f f e c t i v e c o o p e r a 
t i o n b e t w e e n t h e n o n - a l i g n e d s t a t e s a n d t h e S o v i e t 
U n i o n a n d o t h e r s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s . 

P o i n t i n g t o P e k i n g ' s s e l f i s h a i m s t h e I n d i a n h i s 
t o r i a n I s h w e r C . O j h a w r i t e s i n h i s b o o k Chinese Fo
reign Policy in an Age of Transition: The Diplomacy ot 
Cultural Despair: " T h e T h i r d W o r l d h a s h a d t o l e a r n 
t h a t i t i s p r i m a r i l y a t o o l t o b e u s e d i n a l a r g e r i n t e r 
n a t i o n a l c o n t e x t . " 

A s n o t e d b y t h e p r e s s i n m a n y A s i a n c o u f t t r i e s 
P e k i n g ' s n e w t r i c k s a r e a s m o k e s c r e e n f o r c o n c e a l i n g 
i t s a m b i t i o u s p l a n s f o r s p r e a d i n g C h i n e s e i n f l u e n c e i n 
A s i a . I n t h i s c o n n e c t i o n t h e I n d i a n w e e k l y New Wave 
c o m m e n t e d : " T h e c h a n g e i n P e k i n g ' s p o l i c y i s a s a d 
e v e n t i n t h e m o d e r n h i s t o r y . B u t t h e f a c t - n o m a t t e r 
h o w u n p l e a s a n t i t i s - r e m a i n s t h e f a c t - f o r m a n y y e a r s 
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t h e A s i a n p o l i c y o f t h e P e o p l e ' s R e p u b l i c o f C h i n a 
i s s h a p i n g m o r e a n d m o r e i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e g r e a t -
p o w e r a m b i t i o n s o f P e k i n g ' s l e a d e r s . " 

A t o u c h s t o n e o f t h e s i n c e r i t y o f P e k i n g ' s " p e a c e -
l o v i n g a s s u r a n c e s " i s i t s a t t i t u d e t o t h e q u e s t i o n o f 
e n s u r i n g s e c u r i t y i n A s i a b y t h e j o i n t e f f o r t s o f a l l 
c o u n t r i e s . I t i s h i g h l y s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t a l o n g s i d e o f 
E u r o p e A s i a i s b e g i n n i n g t o m a k e a n a c t i v e c o n t r i b u 
t i o n t o t h e p r o c e s s o f d e t e n t e n o w u n d e r w a y . M a n y 
d e v e l o p m e n t s a t t e s t t o t h i s . A n e n d h a s b e e n p u t t o 
U S m i l i t a r y i n t e r v e n t i o n i n V i e t n a m . T h e n a t i o n a l l i 
b e r a t i o n m o v e m e n t i n A s i a h a s e n t e r e d a n e w a n d 
m o r e m a t u r e s t a g e . T h e s o v e r e i g n s t a t e s o f A s i a a r e 
n o w c o p i n g w i t h t h e m a j o r t a s k s o f e n s u r i n g t h e i r f u l l 
e c o n o m i c i n d e p e n d e n c e a n d i m p r o v i n g t h e l i f e o f t h e i r 
p e o p l e s t h r o u g h r a p i d e c o n o m i c g r o w t h . A l a s t i n g 
p e a c e i s a p r i m e r e q u i s i t e f o r t h i s . 

T h e S o v i e t c o n c e p t i o n o f c o l l e c t i v e s e c u r i t y o p e n s 
u p r e a l p o s s i b i l i t i e s f o r a c h i e v i n g a l a s t i n g p e a c e i n 
A s i a . I t i s b a s e d o n r e n u n c i a t i o n o f t h e u s e o f f o r c e 
i n r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n s t a t e s , r e s p e c t f o r t h e i r s o v e r e i g n t y 
a n d i n v i o l a b i l i t y o f t h e i r b o r d e r s , a n d n o n - i n t e r f e r 
e n c e i n t h e i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s o f o t h e r s t a t e s . T h e S o v i e t 
U n i o n a l s o c a l l s f o r t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f l a r g e - s c a l e 
e c o n o m i c c o o p e r a t i o n a n d c u l t u r a l e x c h a n g e . I t p r o 
p o s e s t h a t t h e s y s t e m o f c o l l e c t i v e s e c u r i t y s h o u l d b e 
b u i l t o n t h e b a s i s o f r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e r i g h t o f e a c h 
n a t i o n t o e x e r c i s e c o n t r o l o v e r i t s n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s 
a n d t o d e v e l o p a n d u s e t h e m , a n d t o c a r r y o u t s o c i o 
e c o n o m i c c h a n g e s . 

• T h i s w e l l - t h o u g h t - o u t a n d r e a l i s t i c a p p r o a c h t o 
g u a r a n t e e i n g p e a c e i n A s i a h a s m e t w i t h u n d e r s t a n d 
i n g a n d s u p p o r t o n t h e p a r t o f b o t h t h e g o v e r n m e n t s 
a n d t h e p e o p l e s o f A s i a n c o u n t r i e s . I t w o u l d b e u n 
w i s e , h o w e v e r , t o i g n o r e t h e e x i s t e n c e o f a d v e r s a r i e s 
o f c o l l e c t i v e s e c u r i t y i n A s i a w h o m a k e n o s e c r e t 
o f t h e i r v i e w s . 
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I t i s n o t s u r p r i s i n g w h e n o n e e n c o u n t e r s s u c h a d 
v e r s a r i e s a m o n g i m p e r i a l i s t q u a r t e r s w h o s e p o l i c y i n 
A s i a h a s a l w a y s i n v o l v e d t h e f o r m a t i o n o f m i l i t a r y 
b l o c s a n d t h e s e t t i n g o f c o u n t r i e s a g a i n s t o n e a n o t h e r . 
T h e s y s t e m o f c o l l e c t i v e s e c u r i t y i s d e s i g n e d t o p r o t e c t 
t h e i n t e r e s t s o f A s i a n c o u n t r i e s f r o m a l l t h r e a t s o n 
t h e p a r t o f i m p e r i a l i s m . B u t w h e n t h i s c o n s t r u c t i v e p r o 
p o s a l i s g i v e n a h o s t i l e r e c e p t i o n b y t h e P e k i n g l e a d 
e r s w h o n o t o n l y p o s e a s f r i e n d s a n d a l l i e s o f t h e 
d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s b u t e v e n c l a i m t o b e t h e s e l f - a p 
p o i n t e d l e a d e r o f t h e " t h i r d w o r l d , " t h e s i t u a t i o n c a l l s 
f o r a n a l y s i s a n d e x p l a n a t i o n . T h e m o r e s o s i n c e t h e 
s t a n d o f t h e P R C i n t h e s e m a t t e r s h a d b e e n q u i t e 
d i f f e r e n t a t o n e t i m e . 

I t i s c o m m o n k n o w l e d g e t h a t a t t h e B a n d u n g C o n 
f e r e n c e o f A s i a n a n d A f r i c a n C o u n t r i e s ( 1 9 5 5 ) t h e C h i 
n e s e d e l e g a t e s v o t e d f o r t h e p r i n c i p l e s o f " P a n c h S h i -
l a " w h i c h h a d m u c h i n c o m m o n w i t h t h e u n d e r l y i n g 
p r i n c i p l e s o f t h e s y s t e m o f c o l l e c t i v e s e c u r i t y f o r A s i a 
a s p r o p o s e d b y t h e S o v i e t U n i o n . A t t h a t t i m e i t w a s 
p r o p o s e d i n P e k i n g t o c o n c l u d e a " p a c t o f c o l l e c t i v e 
p e a c e " f o r A s i a a n d t h e P a c i f i c O c e a n r e g i o n . M o r e 
o v e r , t h e J o i n t S o v i e t - C h i n e s e D e c l a r a t i o n o f J a n u a r y 
1 8 , 1 9 5 7 , c o n t a i n s t h e f o l l o w i n g s t a t e m e n t : " T h e p a r 
t i e s c o n s i d e r t h a t a l l e x c l u s i v e m i l i t a r y a l i g n m e n t s 
s h o u l d b e r e p l a c e d b y a c o l l e c t i v e p e a c e a n d s e c u r i t y 
s y s t e m . " W h y t h e n h a v e t h e P e k i n g l e a d e r s a b a n d o n 
e d t h e i r f o r m e r v i e w s a n d c o m m i t m e n t s a n d g o n e o v e r 
t o a d i a m e t r i c a l l y o p p o s i t e p o s i t i o n ? 

A c a r e f u l a n a l y s i s o f t h i s l o n g a n d c o m p l e x e v o 
l u t i o n o f t h e p o l i t i c a l a n d i d e o l o g i c a l v i e w s o f t h e P e 
k i n g l e a d e r s r e v e a l s t h e p e c u l i a r l o g i c o f t h e i r b e h a v i 
o u r . O n e h a s o n l y t o r e c a l l t h a t w h e n t h e y h a d s u p 
p o r t e d t h e i d e a o f e n s u r i n g c o l l e c t i v e p e a c e a n d s e c u r i 
t y i n A s i a t h e y h a d i n c l u d e d C h i n a i n t h e s o c i a l i s t c o m 
m u n i t y o f n a t i o n s a n d h a d a s s u r e d t h e C h i n e s e p e o p l e 
t h a t t h e y w o u l d c u l t i v a t e f r i e n d s h i p w i t h t h e S o -
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v i e t U n i o n a n d b e l o y a l t o t h e c a u s e o f i n t e r n a t i o n a 
l i s m . N o w P e k i n g i s d o i n g i t s b e s t t o f o r g e t a l l t h i s . 

• M a o i s m h a s t a k e n a s t a n d t h a t i s o p e n l y h o s t i l e 
t o p r o l e t a r i a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m , a n d t h i s h a s b r o u g h t 
a b o u t s h a r p c h a n g e s i n C h i n a ' s f o r e i g n p o l i c y . I n t h e 
y e a r s o f t h e " c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n , " w h i c h m a r k e d t h e 
final d e g e n e r a t i o n o f t h e P e k i n g l e a d e r s h i p , t h e p r i n 
c i p l e s o f p e a c e f u l c o e x i s t e n c e w h i c h P e k i n g h a d o n c e 
e n d o r s e d w e r e d e n o u n c e d a s " r e v i s i o n i s t h e r e s y . " 
S o m e t i m e l a t e r , h o w e v e r , P e k i n g d e c l a r e d t h a t i t h a d 
n o t r e j e c t e d t h e s e p r i n c i p l e s i n g e n e r a l b u t w o u l d 
a p p l y t h e m d i s c r i m i n a t i n g l y . 

T h e P e k i n g l e a d e r s s a i d t h a t w h i l e t h e s e p r i n c i 
p l e s w e r e i n a p p l i c a b l e i n r e l a t i o n s w i t h i m p e r i a l i s t 
p o w e r s t h e y w o u l d p l a y a n i m p o r t a n t r o l e i n C h i n a ' s 
r e l a t i o n s w i t h i t s A s i c m n e i g h b o u r s . A s e v e n t s h a v e 
s h o w n , t h i s w a s o n e o f P e k i n g ' s u s u a l t r i c k s . A t t h e 
h e i g h t o f U S a g g r e s s i o n i n V i e t n a m t h e M a o i s t s 
t r i e d t o e x p o r t t h e i r " c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n " t o t h e n e i g h 
b o u r i n g c o u n t r i e s i n c l u d i n g I n d i a , B u r m a , a n d S r i 
L a n k a . T h i s t u r n e d o u t t o b e n o t h i n g l e s s t h a n g r o s s 
i n t e r f e r e n c e i n t h e i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s o f t h e s e c o u n t r i e s . 

A t a m o s t c r u c i a l p e r i o d i n t h e s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t 
U S a g g r e s s i o n i n V i e t n a m t h e M a o i s t s d e a l t a s t a b 
i n t h e b a c k t o t h e c o u n t r i e s t h a t h a d o p e n l y d e c l a r e d 
t h e i r a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t s t a n d a n d s o l i d a r i t y w i t h t h e 
j u s t s t r u g g l e w a g e d b y t h e p e o p l e s o f V i e t n a m a n d 
o t h e r c o u n t r i e s o f I n d o c h i n a . T h u s P e k i n g h a d p l a y e d 
a s u b v e r s i v e r o l e w i t h r e g a r d t o t h e a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t 
s o l i d a r i t y m o v e m e n t o f A s i a n p e o p l e s . S u b s e q u e n t 
e v e n t s s h o w e d t h a t P e k i n g ' s a c t i o n s w e r e n o a c c i d e n 
t a l d e v i a t i o n f r o m f o r m e r p o s i t i o n s b u t a l o g i c a l o u t 
c o m e o f " M a o ' s l i n e . " 

I t i s w e l l k n o w n t h a t M a o ' s f o l l o w e r s o f t e n s p e a k 
o f t h e p e r m a n e n t c h a r a c t e r o f t h e " c u l t u r a l r e v o 
l u t i o n , " w h i c h s u p p o s e d l y w i l l r e p e a t i t s e l f e v e r y 
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7 - 8 y e a r s . B y c o m p a r i n g t h i s " t h e o r y " w i t h w h a t i s t a k 
i n g p l a c e i n C h i n a o b s e r v e r s i n A s i a n c o u n t r i e s a r e n o w 
t a l k i n g a b o u t a r e l a p s e o f t h e " c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n " 
d u e t o a s h a r p e n i n g o f t h e s t r u g g l e f o r p o w e r i n P e 
k i n g . I t i s l o g i c a l t h a t t h e s e e v e n t s s h o u l d l e a d t o e x 
t r e m i s t p o s i t i o n s i n t h e s p h e r e o f f o r e i g n p o l i c y . A l l 
i n d i c a t i o n s a r e t h a t t h e M a o i s t s c a n n o t a c c e p t t h e i d e a 
o f s t r e n g t h e n i n g p e a c e a n d s e c u r i t y i n A s i a o n a c o l 
l e c t i v e b a s i s b e c a u s e t h e y w a n t t o a g g r a v a t e t h e s i t u a 
t i o n i n t h i s r e g i o n a n d c r e a t e " b i g d i s o r d e r s " w h i c h a l 
l e g e d l y a r e i n k e e p i n g w i t h t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y d e m a n d s 
o f t h e m a s s e s . 

A l l t h i s s h e d s l i g h t o n t h e m o t i v e s b e h i n d t h e 
M a o i s t s ' o p p o s i t i o n t o t h e s y s t e m o f c o l l e c t i v e s e c u r i t y 
i n A s i a . T h e q u e s t i o n i s n o t t h a t t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f 
s u c h a s y s t e m w i l l l e a d t o " C h i n a ' s e n c i r c l e m e n t , " a s 
P e k i n g a l l e g e s , s i n c e t h e s y s t e m e n v i s a g e s t h e e q u a l 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f a l l s t a t e s , i n c l u d i n g C h i n a . P e k i n g ' s 
t a l k o f " e n c i r c l e m e n t " i s o n l y a s u b t e r f u g e b y w h i c h i t 
s e e k s t o a v o i d u n d e r t a k i n g a n y c o m m i t m e n t s w i t h r e 
g a r d t o o t h e r A s i a n p e o p l e s a s t h i s w o u l d h i n d e r i t 
f r o m i n t e r f e r i n g i n t h e i r i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s . 

H o w e v e r , d e s p i t e P e k i n g ' s o b s t r u c t i v e t a c t i c s , t h e 
i d e a o f c r e a t i n g a c o l l e c t i v e s e c u r i t y s y s t e m i n A s i a i s 
g a i n i n g g r o u n d . A s i a i s b e c o m i n g i n c r e a s i n g l y a w a r e 
t h a t a s a m e a n s o f e n s u r i n g a l a s t i n g p e a c e a n d s e c u r i t y 
s u c h a s y s t e m c o r r e s p o n d s t o t h e n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t s o f 
a l l c o u n t r i e s w i t h o u t e x c e p t i o n a n d w i l l p r o m o t e g o o d -
n e i g h b o u r l y r e l a t i o n s a n d m u t u a l l y a d v a n t a g e o u s c o 
o p e r a t i o n o n a n e q u a l b a s i s . " W e b e l i e v e , " s a i d 
L . I . B r e z h n e v , G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y o f t h e C P S U C C , i n 

h i s s p e e c h b e f o r e t h e I n d i a n P a r l i a m e n t , " t h a t t h e e s 
t a b l i s h m e n t o f r e l a t i o n s o f p e a c e , s e c u r i t y a n d c o o p e 
r a t i o n i n A s i a , a c o n t i n e n t w h e r e o v e r a h a l f o f m a n 
k i n d l i v e s , w o u l d b e a n e p o c h - m a k i n g s t e p t o w a r d s 
e n s u r i n g p e a c e a n d s e c u r i t y o f t h e p e o p l e s t h r o u g h o u t 
t h e w o r l d . " 
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Peking is well aware that the present correlation 
of forces in the world which is in favour of socialism, 
an ally of the national liberation movement, has ruled 
out all possibility of overt abuse of power by any one 
country. That is why of late the Maoists have adopt
ed the tactics of speculating on international contra
dictions, and have been trying to alter the balance of 
forces in Asia by playing up to representatives of im
perialism. Observers in Asia have long noted that 
while Peking often displays unfriendliness to its 
southern neighbours, it not only refrains from any 
criticism of imperialist military blocs and alliances 
but has begun to openly justify their existence and 
even encourage their activities. Mao's closest adher
ents, for example, far from denouncing SEATO, 
CENTO and other military blocs, have come out in 
favour of the presence of US garrisons in military ba
ses in Asia set up under the auspices of these blocs, 
declaring that they no longer present a threat to 
China. Peking has also ceased all criticism of the US-
Japanese "security treaty" which is a means of draw
ing Japan into military activities and complicates the 
situation in the Far East. 

Taking note of this fact the press in Asian coun
tries raises the following question: is Peking seeking 
collusion with imperialist quarters as regards spheres 
of influence in Asia with utter disregard for the inter
ests of other Asian countries? Recent developments 
show that the Asian countries were justified in their ap
prehensions. Observers have noted coincidence of the 
following two events. 

When the Pentagon declared that it was going to 
build a big military complex in Diego Garcia Peking 
undertook an armed attack on Paracel Islands to back 
up its disputable claims to this territory. According to 
reports from Singapore a formation of Chinese naval 
forces comprising five destroyers, two submarines and 
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a squadron of guided missile boats was sent to the ar
chipelago. Such a synchronization of events was ob
viously not accidental. And this is confirmed by the 
position of official non-interference taken by US mili
tary and diplomatic quarters on the Chinese action. 

All these changes in Peking's foreign policy have 
not passed unnoticed by policy-making circles in the 
West. It is common knowledge that the "Chinese fac
tor" was taken into consideration by Washington in 
elaborating the notorious Guam doctrine. Discussing the 
question of how certain US quarters can use the "Chi
nese factor" in their interests by making a few con
cessions to Peking, Hans J. Morgenthau writes in his 
book A New Foreign Policy for the United States 
(New York, 1969):" If we do not want to set ourselves 
goals that cannot be attained with the means we are 
willing to employ, we must learn to accommodate 
ourselves to the political and cultural predominance of 
China on the Asian mainland." 

Certain US quarters seem to think that by making 
concessions to Peking at the expense of other Asian 
countries it will be possible to promote US interests 
in Asia to a greater extent. This idea is expressed in 
the book Remaking China Policy, a Rand Corporation 
research study undertaken at the instance of the Penta
gon and the Defence Department. An excerpt from the 
book reads: " . . .a successful policy towards China 
could contribute in a major way toward attaining such 
objectives a s . . . minimizing the costs and risks of 
fulfilling our defence commitments in South-East and 
North-East Asia." 

Drawing a parallel between these events and mak
ing a careful analysis of these developments obser
vers in Asia note that a bargain has been struck be
tween Peking and Washington. By making concessions 
to imperialist circles to the detriment of security of other 
Asian countries the Maoist leadership apparently hopes 
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to gain US recognition of China's interests in the South 
Seas area. All this raises further questions. The Indian 
magazine Blitz observed in this connection that Pe
king never even thought of sounding out the views of 
Asian countries before announcing its consent to US 
military presence in Asia. It said: "Washington and 
Peking prefer to use as a trump-card the thing 
that does not belong to them, namely-the interests 
of other countries." The Indonesian newspaper Sinar 
Harapan regards China's seizure of the Paracel Islands 
as an attempt to create a dangerous precedent for set
tling disputable territorial issues by use of arms. 

Peking's policy was in line with that conducted 
by imperialist quarters in the days of the war in the 
South Asian subcontinent in late 1971, when it openly 
supported the military junta in Islamabad which tried 
to suppress the struggle for liberation waged by the 
people of Bangladesh. Evidence of this is found in the 
recently published Documents oi Anderson by Vinod 
Gupta. The Maoists assured General Yahya Khan that 
China would attack India within 48 hours after the 
start of an armed conflict between Pakistan and India. 
According to Jack Anderson, a well-informed obser
ver of The Washington Post, Peking informed not only 
the Headquarters of the Pakistani Generals then in 
power but also the CIA of its plans. Peking used its 
"special relations" with the junta headed by Yahya 
Khan to se tup secret military camps in towns in the 
vicinity of Chittagong where Chinese officers trained 
sabotage groups. These subversive forces were sent 
into action in December 1971 at the exact time when 
the US Seventh Fleet headed by the aircraft carrier 
Enterprise entered the Bay of Bengal. Both sides 
pursued a single aim: to prevent the formation of the 
sovereign state of Bangladesh. Peking is still doing 
everything possible to prevent a peaceful settlement 
of the conflict in the subcontinent. 
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Taken together these facts show that Peking's 
growing diplomatic activity in South Asia and its at
tempts to meddle in the internal affairs of the count
ries in this area are due to its expansionist schemes 
embracing the entire Indian Ocean basin. This is con
firmed by the landing of Chinese troops in the Paracel 
Islands, an important cross-roads linking the Pacific 
and Indian oceans, by the appearance of Chinese 
submarines and battle-ships off the coast of the Anda
man Islands and in the Persian Gulf, and by Peking's 
attempts to aggravate contradictions in Hindustan. In 
connection with these events observers in Asia recall 
how in the early sixties the Maoists deliberately set 
Indonesia and Malaysia against each other: this con
frontation was to help China establish its control over 
the Strait of Malacca, the main waterway between the 
Pacific and Indian oceans. 

And in what light should one regard China's con
sent to the continued existence of British and US mi
litary bases in the Indian Ocean? The maintenance of 
military bases in this area is in full contradiction with 
the UN resolution which calls for turning the Indian 
Ocean into a zone of peace. The resolution was sup
ported by Peking's representative for purely demago
gic reasons. The contradiction here between Peking's 
words and deeds is obvious. According to Asian ob
servers, Peking's conciliatory attitude to the new de
monstration of imperialist "gunboat policy" in the 
Indian Ocean, under which the US Seventh Fleet in
cluding several aircraft carriers patrols the Indian 
Ocean, will give Peking grounds for territorial 
claims of its own in the area. The Colombo newspa
per Satan maga notes that in order to justify the ex
pansion of US bases the Maoists have set forth the 
theory of "balance of forces" in Asia and are using 
this "game" to cover up their hegemonic aspirations 
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and their attempts to set themselves up as the leader of the "third world." 
In pursuit of these ambitions Peking opposes all steps to improve the international climate, calling detente a "temporary and superficial" phenomenon that runs counter to the peoples' interests. But Peking has nothing to offer by way of an alteimative besides irresponsible calls for "big disorders," that is, provocation of conflicts. As applied to Asia, this finds expression in Peking's opposition to efforts to ensure peace and cooperation in the continent and its call instead for the preservation of "balance of forces" in this part of the world. When these circumstances are taken into consideration Peking's negative attitude to the idea of ensuring security in Asia through the joint efforts of all interested states of the area becomes understandable. Of late Peking's diplomacy and propaganda have taken great pains to discredit and distort this idea. But despite Peking's schemes the idea of establishing a system of collective security in Asia is winning increasing support in Asian countries. During his friendship visit to India in 1973 Leonid Brezhnev, General Secretary of the CPSU CC, said: "Only a democratic peace, a just peace, can be a genuinely lasting peace. Such a peace must be based on respect for the rights, sovereignty, and legitimate interests of all countries without exception, be they big or small, be they members or non-members of political groupings-and not on some poles of strength and rivalry, about which it has become fashionable to speak in some quarters. It is not a matter of learning more subtle methods of manipulating the so-called balance of forces, but a matter of excluding the use of force from international relations. This requires the pooling of the constructive efforts of all countries." This approach to the matter has met with sympathy and understanding in many Asian countries. The idea of 
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creating a collective security system has been endorsed by government officials in India, the Mongolian People's Republic, Iran, Iraq, Syria, Malaysia, Sri Lanka and other countries. In a recent interview given to a correspondent of the Pakistani New Times President of Afghanistan Sardar Mohammed Daud said that the idea of collective security for Asia put forth by L.I. Brezhnev, General Secretary of the CPSU CC, contained a whole range of principles that were acceptable to all peace-loving countries, and that such ideas, regardless of their origin, would be considered favourably by Afghanistan. Such sentiments and views are becoming ever more widespread and this shows that peace and security can be achieved in Asia despite the opposition of those quarters which regard this idea as an obstacle to their expansionist schemes. 
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