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A lmos1 a momh 10 1he day af1er 
rebellio n broke o ur in 1he Dominican 
Republic, the same Caribbean island was 
rocked by new uprisings, this time in 
Hai1i. In 1he past week 1here have been 
major rebellions in 1wo ci1ies and signifi­
cant mass upheaval in several 01hers. 

The trigger that released this flood of 
anger and channeled it into militan1 ac­
tion in the streets was the apparent 
beating and subsequent dea1h of a preg­
nanr woman in Gona"iVes on May 23. A 
member of 1he Ton Ton Macou1es 
(Hai1i's infamous terror squad) 1ried 10 
arrest the woman, who resisted. As he 
began beating her, others came into the 
street, and in 1he fight the Macoute was 
killed. News spread rapidly, and soon 
thousands were in the streets, shouting 
"Down with hunger, down with misery, 
down with DU\ a lier!" 

The crowd destroyed the home of the 
murdering Macoute, then invaded and 
ransacked the commercial district, 
targeting, in particular, shops owned by 
known Duvalierists and Macoutes, and 
break ing in10 food depots. They then 
reportedly went to the local military gar­
rison and surrounded it. One estimate is 
1ha1 our of 40,000 in the city, 20-25,000 
rook part in 1he rebellion which lasted 
four days. The masses of the slum area of 
Rabo1eau were particularly active. 

When the local military units and 
police could not contain the masses, they 
.)ent an urgent wire to Pon -au-Prince, 1he 
capital, orte hundred miles to the south. 
Several government o fficials were dis­
patched to restore order, and when they 
failed (their "assurances" that "your 

friend Jean Claude is going to send you 
food" didn ' t deter the angry masses who 
have suffered since 1957 under the 
Duvalier dynasty - first "Papa Doc," 
then his son Jean Claude), the regime 
responded with typically vicious and 
bloody military force. 

Several transport trucks were dis­
patched with a regiment of the trac1ical 
baualion from the military garrison in 
Dessalines; a contingent of the Presiden­
tial G uard and the eli1 e antiguerri lla unit 
known as "the Leopards" were airlifted 
in by helicopter. Added to this, the local 
police and Ton Ton Macoutes, all of the 
different arms of the regime's repressive 
forces were brought 10 bear on the masses 
of Gona·ives. 

Witnesses reported tha1 soldie rs leapt 
out of the trucks spraying machine-guri 
bullets in the air - and making a number 
of hi1s, alth ough no statistics a re 
available as the one hospital there refused 
10 talk about people they had treated, and 
many injured certainly dared not go there 
for fearofbeing turned over to the police. 
At least dozens appear to have been in­
jured and probably many more. 

Four days after the Gona"ives rebellion 
began, people took to the streets in Bom­
bardopolis, a ci1y more to the south, 
although little is yet known about exac1ly 
wha1 happened . Then on Tuesday, May 
29, Cap Ha·i1ien, Haiti' s second la rgest ci­
ty, with a long history of struggle and 
rebellion , exploded when a group set 
upon a convoy of five trucks delivering 
special swine feed imported from the 
U.S. (All of Haiti's pigs - we a re now 
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Declaration By The Politbureau 
Of The Central Committee Of 
The Communist Party of 
Turkey /Marxist-Leninist 

The internat ional communist movement is experiencing a difficult phase. With the 
betrayal by the Communist Party of China and the Albanian Party of Labour a 
situat ion of confusion and disorganization developed within the ranks of the inter~a-
1ional Marxist-Leninists, and for years they were unable 10 sufficiently mee1 head-on 
1he wild and thoroughly reactionary attacks of the bourgeoisie. The organizational 
disarray among the Marxist-Leninist parties and organizations, the difficulty these 
forces had rallying their strengths, their weaknesses in finding a way out of these dif­
ficulties, all give indications of how the first necessary steps need to be taken . It is im­
possible to be successful if one confines the struggle against 1he bourgeoisie wi1hin 
the borders of one country and does not link ii wi1h the struggles in other countries, 
and draw even further strength from that linkage. Today the prole1ariat and oppress­
ed peoples in 1he individual countries find themselves facing a unified international 
bourgeoisie. It is impossible 10 defeat a unified enemy wi1hou1 building the interna­
tionalist unity, solidarity and the unity-in-struggle of your own forces. When Lenin 
alluded to the role of international solidarity of the prole1aria1 in 1he success of the 
October Revolu1ion, he mean! these 1hings. 

The Second International Conference of Marxist-Leninist Parties and Organisa­
tions has, through its decisions, achieved the first advances toward building that 
revolutionary international whose absence has been so sorely felt. A standing com­
miuee was built ; 1he publication of a central journal is a correct decision which 
strengthens the movement and advances it. It will serve to coordinate the discussion 
within the movement over different points of view, 10 gather up, develop and broad­
ly popularize experiences in order 10 be a weapon in the struggle against the attacks of 
the bourgeoisie, to streng1hen 1he ideological and poli1ical basis upon which 1he 

Marxis1-Leninis1 movement can build itself, to knit and develop ils unfty" s1 iil more 
firm ly. . 

Looking back al 1he existing dividing lines, it becomes clear that 1hat unity achieved 
by 1he conference is a developed unily which should no! be underestimated . While 
this unity was being forged, 1he decision 10 lay differences of opinion on 1he cable and 
10 discuss 1hem reveals 1ha1 1his uni1y was a serious thing that differentiated i1self 
from contenlless, pos1uring uni1ies and which had the courage to 1ake up differences 
openly and discuss !hem. This unity will develop through !he exposition and discus­
sion of political views and will gain st rength. 

Working People, Comrades, 
The Polit bureau confirms and suppons 1his uni1y which has arisen on the basis of 

1he revolu1ionary heri1age of Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin and Mao Tse1ung. Our 
revolu1ionary struggle will gain even more s1rength 1hrough such uni1y. Lei us 
s1reng1hen the uni1y and struggle of 1he international communise movement with all 
our effons! Propagate ii widely and support 1he fundraising campaign! 

Lei us shout the common slogans 1oge1her so tha1 our powerful voices envelop the 
world! 

Long live the Revolut ionary Interna1ionalis1 Movement, which unites i1self 
around 1he lofty goal! 

LONG LIVE PROLETA81AN INTERNATIONALISM! 
LONG LIVE THE RED PATH OF MARX, ENGELS, LENIN, STALIN, AND 

MAO TSETUNG ! 

(Translated f rom German by the RW) 

The parlicipaling organizalions of lhc 
Revolulionary lnlernalionalisl Movement are: 

Cent ral Reorganisation Committee, Communist Party of India (Marxist-Leninist) 

Ceylon Communist Pariy 

Communist Collective of Agit / Prop jltaly j 
Communist Party of Colombia (Marxist· Leninist) Mao T~etung Regional Committee 

Communist Party of Peru 

Communist Party of Turkey I Marxi~t-Lcninist 

Hai1ian ln1erna1ional Revolut ionary Group 

Nepal Communist Party (Masha() 
New Zealand Red Flag Group = 

Nottingham and S1ockpor1 Communis1 Groups IBri1ainj 

Prole1arian Pany o f Purba Bangla !Bangladesh! 
Revolu1ionary Communist Group of Colombia 

Revolutionary CommuniM Par1y, India 
Revolu1ionary Communist Party, USA 

Revolu1ionary Communis1 Union !Dominican Republic! 

Union o f Iranian CommuniMs (Sarbedaran) 
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Rock Island: Arsenal In The Mississippi Mud 
O ne hundred and sixty miles west of 

Chicago there is a scenic 3-1 /2 square­
mile island in the middle of the Mississip­
pi River. On an ordinary day one can find 
tourists snapping pictures of this historic 
site, with its tree-lined main street flanked 
on either side by hundred-year-old stone 
buildings. Favorite sights, among others, 
include Fort Armstrong, built in 1816 on 
this island in order to drive the Sac-Fox 
Indian people from an area they con­
sidered sacred; there is also the Con­
federate cemetery, containing the graves 
of more than 1900 prisoners of war who 
died while held captive. This vintage 
scene is complemented by joggers allow­
ed to use the island's running paths and 
bicyclists peddling over one of the three 
bridges which are owned by the U .S. Ar­
my ... allowed, 1 hat is, as long as 1 he 
cyclists and joggers steer clear of those 
"off limits" portions of the island. Also 
coming over the bridge every morning are 
nearly 9,000 people who work here, com­
muting much a if they were working for 
one of the big farm-machinery plants in 
this area . They' re not. They're working 
for the Army's Rock Island Arsenal. 

The quiet routine will be broken on 
Monday, Jun.e 4 as antiwar demonstra­
tors carry out nonviolent, mobile 
blockades to shut the Arsenal down. 
"The time and place 10 fight arms is here 
and now," states a le11er by members of 
Project Disarm. " We believe that a more 
serious peace effort must be undertaken 
tha n heretofore 10 end the continuous 
build-up and distribution of a rms since 
World War II, which has made the world 
an armed camp ... Rock Island Arsenal is 
in the midst of this murderous arms 
race." 

" The A rsenal" is mo re than just the 
home of the Army's largest armament 
and munitions manufacturing plant, 
which ships 400'fo of its machine guns, ar-
1 illery and howitzers to repressive 
U .S.-backed regimes such as El Salvador, 
Lebanon, Jordan, Saudi Arabia and the 
Philippines. It is mo re than a huge strate­
gic arms factory employing 3000, and 
now in the midst of a multimillion dollar 
modernization program called "Project 

-- . 
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Rearm." This, official literature assures 
us, will "ensure the Arsenal's ability 10 

produce milit ary hardware in a n 
emergency while private industry con­
verts to military needs." An even more 
critical and murderous aspect of 
"Arsenal Island" is its role as headquar­
ters of the U .S. Army's Armament, 
Munitions and Chemical Command 
(AMCCOM). This is the Army wing 
which manages all the inventory, 
assembly and transport of the nuclear 
and chemical weapons' s tockpile, 
prepares for the emergency airlift of these 
weapons, and keeps the computer 
records on the Army's - and probably 
the entire U.S. 's - nuclear arsenal. Hid­
den behind the stately Civil War-era land­
marks is a vcrst array of computers, highly 
complex communications equipment and 
5000 personnel managing the procure­
ment and transfer across the globe of 
U.S . imperialism'sghastly instruments of 
mass annihilation. 

Overseer 

One measure of AMCCOM's impor­
tance is its overall annual budget - $9 
billion. In addition to the Rock Island 
Arsenal, AMCCOM' s headqu a rters 
manages an incredible array of the 
Army's conventional, nuclear and 
chemical research and production sites: 
47 installations in 26 states with a com­
bined work force of 40,000. 

Arsenal lslartd manages such monsters 
as the Tooele Army Depot in Utah, where 
over one million gallons of agent GB nerve 
gas are stored, Pine Bluff Arsenal in 
Arkansas and Rocky Mountain Arsenal 
near Denver, where these chemcia l 
weapons were produced. It oversees the 
Seneca Army Depot in Seneca, N.Y., 
which is said to be projected as a storage 
site of the neutron bomb and most likely 
the Pershing II missile (which is an Army 
weapon); Watervliet Arsenal near Albany, 
N. Y.; twenty-nine other ammunition 
plants; the Aberdeen Proving Grounds, 
Maryland; the Army's research labs in 

-- ..- -- --·- .-
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Dover, N. Y. - I hese are all under the 
command of HQ,AMCCOM. 

In addition this place oversees 285 con­
tractors in private industry. The 
notorious Martin-Marietta Corp. in 
Orlando, Florida, prime contractor of 
the Pershing II and site of the recent 
Plowshares VIII action; Sperry-Univac in 
St. Paul, Minnesota, where guidance 
systems for the cruise missile are produc­
ed and scene of the Minneapolis 
Women's Camp for Peace and Justice; 
Morton Thiokol (formerly Morton Salt) 
which produces propulsion systems and 
operates three munitions plants, site of 
the recent action by Chicago Life Com­
munity - some or all of the contracts by 
these private companies are overseen by 
the headquarters of AMCCOM on 
Arsenal Island. 

The stated mission of Headquarters, 
AMCCOM is 10 "Maintain a manage­
ment overview of the initiation and 
transfer of assigned systems through the 
various as pect s of dev.elopment, 
engineering, procurement, production, 
engineering in support of production, 
·product assurance, supply, maintenance, 
configuration control, deployment 
readiness, product improvement, and 
final disposition." This cold militarese 
should send a chi ll down the spine of all 
but Dr. Strangelove. This place is the 
brains, the Army nerve center, which 
oversees all these far-flung manufactur­
ing sites, brings it all together,<tssembles 
it, stores it , and, when the imperialists are 
good and ready - will de liver it for 
ba11lefield use. "Assigned sys tems" here 
refers to nuclear, as well as nonnuclear, 
weapons, nerve gas and other chemical 
"items," and thousands of other 
weapons, munitions, parts, tools, etc. 
"The final disposition" of these weapons 
will be not only delivery to 1 he U.S. Army 
but 10 U.S.-backed regimes in other 
countries, and in many cases to all bran­
ches of the U.S. military. 

Pershing II 

AMCCOM also has responsibility for 
contracting for the Pershing II and prob­
ably the cruise missile, although it won't 
publicly admit it. An Army public affairs 
brochure states that AMCCOM "pro-

--
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vides systems and components to support 
the tanks, aircraft, and missiles managed 
by other DARCOM commands" (an um­
brella for Army logistics agencies). Since 
the Pershing II is under Army jurisdic­
tion, AMCCOM provides the systems 
and compont;nts for its construction. As 
for the Tomahawk cruise missile, this is 
employed by several branches of the 
military. But AMCCOM is probably also 
responsible for it under something called 

· Single Manager System, in which it pro­
cures, produces, supplies and maintains 
conventional weapons for all U.S. forces. 

Material obtained under the Freedom 
of Information Act by antinu~lear ac­
tivists in the local Quad Cities (cities 
around the Davenp9rt, Iowa area) 
reveals AMCCOM has a Chemical and 
Nuclear Division loca ted in a building on 
the island. Among its duties: 

"Maintain(s) computer records on the 
status of the nuclear weapons stock­
pile .... " or to all land-based nuclear 
weapons. The Department of Energy 
(DOE) has responsibility for producing 
nuclear weapons and it could very well be 
that the Army is assigned responsibility, 
delegated to AMCCOM, 10 maintain 
computer records on the entire U.S. 
stockpile. 

Further proof of this is AMCCOM's 
responsibility to "lnitiate(s) action to up­
date Military Airlift Command Plan 
9411, 'Emergency Movement o f Nuclear 
Weapons,' and execute when directed ." 
In other words they are responsible for 
delivering nuclear weapons from existing 
stockpiles for use in the event o f war. 
They also provide information to other 
agencies concerning the status of this 
nuclear stockpile. 

Another job: "coordinate custody 
transfer, accountability, anp direct 
assembly action of nuclear weapons 
material." AMCCOM keeps track of the 
movement of nuclear weapons ma terial, 
but in addition, AMCCOM directs the 
actual final assembly of these nuclear 
weapons, i.e., while the Department of 
Energy actually produces them, AMC­
COM is probably responsible for the 
placement of them into the delivery 
systems. 

Continued on page 11 
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Peltier Fast 

A question for R W readers: which 
newspaper pu blished the fo llow ing 
paragraph in its coverage of the Soviet 
Union's withdrawal from the 1984 Olym­
pics? " Los Angeles Olympic President 
Peter V. Ueberro th has played a n 
honorable role, a nd they (the Soviet 
leadership) know it. Their sophisticated 
diplomats have been in this country long 
enough to understand that demonstra­
rions by private groups are not sponsored 
by the government and cannot lawfully 
be forbidden. T hey know the Olympic 
Committee was entirely sincere in want­
ing the Soviets to part icipate and then 
promising to do everything possible to 
make rhem welcome and comfortable. 
Security a rrangements were good ." Los 
Angeles Times? Washington Post? New 
York Times? Perhaps a more scaled­
down localized version of these - such as 
the Des Moines Register? 

Good guesses, all of them, since the 
content o f the a bove passage is quite con­
sistent wi th the "facts" that the free 
presses all across the U.S. just happened 
to deem worthy of mention in their objec­
tive Olympics reportage. However, this 
item comes to us from the " left" - In 
These Times, to be exact - U.S. social 
democracy's answer (or is it echo?) to 
those other papers. And its article, 
" Scratch the Olympics" by Lester 
Rodney (May 23-29 issue), fa lls in line as 
yet another chauvinist weapon fo r the 
U.S. in the O lympic propaganda wars. 

Just li ke the big boys, In These Times 
has suddenly discovered good vibes going 
into the Games. A recent visit to southern 
California by the Soviet shooting team 
for a pre-Olympic tournament is describ­
ed as occurring without " one unfriendly 
incident." Of course, the yahoos weren' t 
mobilized for th is one. Indeed, hardly 
anyone knew the Soviet shooters were in 
town unti l after they had left - at which 
point the L.A. media was suddenly filled 
with stories of fr iendly relations between 
the locals and the competit ors. And never 
let it be said tha t the social democrats 
don't appreciate the Olympic spirit as 
much as their superiors. "As Sarajevo 
recently showed, and as American Olym­
pic athletes, spectators and those of us 
lucky en~ugh to have covered the Olym­
pics have a lways found , the spirit of 
ge tting-to - know-you fe ll ow s h ip 
flourishes at the Garnes. " 1 f Sarajevo in 
any way showed this, neirher 1he major 
media nor In These Times bothered to 
show it to us. Of course, as the R W has 
previously noted , the point of all these 
tributes to a fabricated friendly Olympic 

spirit is to blame the Soviets who, in tht: 
words of In These Times, "may have kill­
ed, or at least mortally wounded .... " it. 

The social democrats are a lso deter­
mined not to get left off the U.S . 's Olym­
pic freedom train. After a ll, every major 
newspaper in the U.S. has noted that 
waving the American flag and going all 
out to get the Russkies will not and can­
not be restricted in this free society, a nd 
In These Times would never lag behind 
the others when it comes to testimonials 
to such constiturional rights. Thus, not 
only do we get reminded that the pla nned 
a nt i-Soviet demo nstrations "cannot 
lawfully be forbidden" in the paragraph 
noted above, but elsewhere in the a rt icle 
we a re told that ' 'We cannot do what the 
Russians were prepared to do in 1980 -
s impl y ro un d up a ll po t e nti a l 
demonstrators and roust them out of 
town for the duration .... " Of course, 
these are a nti-Soviet demonstrators being 
discussed here. What " we" can do a bout 
certain volatile sections of the populat ion 
- such as immigrants and proletaria n 
Black youth, both o f whom have been 
subject to an even ,greater number of 
" roundups" than usua l in Los Angeles in 
preparation for the Games - is not 
deemed relevant for discussion here. 

Simila rly, In These Times mildly 
chides State Department spokesman 
John Hughes for stating, " We don' t 
muzzle people in this country." This is 
referred to as " insulting," but unworthy 
of furth e r co mm ent - "wit ho u t 
debating that cla im now .. . . " Ah yes, 
now is not the time 10 ta lk about any U.S. 
muzzling - e.g., American flag-burners, 
Leonard Peltier, Geronimo Pratt a nd 
countless other political prisoners in U.S. 
dungeons; now is not rhe time to ta lk 
a bout the death squads tha t patrol vir­
tua lly every country the U.S. dominares. 
Now is the time for attent ion to be 
di rected elsewhere. 

In These Times also finds it useful to 
mai nt a in the cha rade of "pr ivate 
groups ... nor sponsored by the govern­
menr " that has blanketed the major 
media; indeed it is the Soviets who ''have 
elevared the 'Orange County nu rs ' of the 
Ban The Soviets Coalition to a pro­
mine nce th ey fa iled 10 gain fo r 
themselves, " say the social democrats. 
No mention of encouraging lerters from 
U.S. presidentia l aide Michael Deaver, 
nor attendance at a coalition meeti ng by 
Sta te Departme nt spokesman J ohn 
Hughes, nor a speech before a member 
group of rhc coalirion by Assistant 
Secretary of Sta re for Human Rights 

After more than 45 days on a protest 
"fast for li fe," imprisoned Indian ac­
tivist Leonard Peltier a nd Standing Deer 
(Robert Wilson) announced their deci­
sion to break their religious fas t and eat 
under protest. Their decision came in the 
wake of a ruling by Judge Beatty in U.S. 
District Court last week, where he lifted a 
temporary restraining order which had 
prevented Ma rion Prison a ut horit ies 
from force feeding the prisoners. The 
third Indian prisoner involved in the 
religious fas t, Rechaza Lore de Chingatu 
(Albert Garza), has chosen to continue 
the fast and is refusing 10 even drink 
water at this time. His condition is said to 
be deter io ra ting q u ickly . Pr iso n 
au thori ties may attem pt to force feed him 
soon. Peltier expects to be transferred 
from the U.S. Hospital for Federal 
Prisoners in Springfield, Illinois to the 
Segregat ion Uni t at Ma rion Prison at any 
time. Standing Deer wi ll remain in the 
prison hospital, suffering from loss of 

Ell iot Abrams, nor the U.S. plans to 
celebrate " Captive Nat ions Week" in the 
midst of the O lympics, nor the role of the 
INS, FBI , CIA and local police in 
spreading defection fever and the Great 
Olympic Spy Scare. But this would in­
volve bringing up the o fficial U.S. impe­
rialist nuts - and it would be rather dif­
ficult to bla me the Soviets for their 
"prominence." 

" With this act ion, " says In These 
Times, " the Soviet geniuses have stunned 
and disheartened American advocates of 
peace and the fr iendly intercourse the . 
Olympics exemplify, while immensely 
cheering a nd st rengthening ant i-Soviet 
fanatics." Peaceful sent iments for better 
U .S.-Soviet rela tions were on the rise in 
the U.S. But that was before the Soviets 
launched their nasry boycott. Now, 
America n "advocates of peace" 
(whoever they may be) are " stunned and 
disheartened." And thanks to who? To 
the Soviet geniuses, that's who ! So , when 
U .S. -Soviet rela tions worsen still, we 'll 
all know who to bla me, won' t we? 

Of course, In These Times would never 
be so completely one-sided. Reagan's evil 
empire statements a nd his a nti-Soviet 

eyesight due to rhe fast and also suffering 
from a severe back problem. 

The fast was in protest of both the 
brutal conditions at Marion Prison and 
the Indi an prisoners being denied 
religious articles, contact visits with a 
medicine man and prayer meetings. On 
May 17, the three were informed 1ha1 
they could have religious articles in their 
possession. The th ree were·subsequently 
taken, naked and shackled , 10 the proper­
ty room at Marion to claim their religious 
possessions. There they· were forced 10 
wait for over an hour, in the midsr of a 
barrage of verba~ abuse (including one 
guard sneering, "if you want 10 practice a 
real religion, rurn Christian") before they 
were to ld 1ha1 rhere were no such items in 
the property room. Most likely rhe items 
had been destroyed. 

In the meantime, Pelt ier continues,10 
wait fo r a date to be set for a new eviden­
tiary hearing, a step in the defense 
strategy towards a new 1ria l. [ J 

statements in China "didn't help, though 
that a lone should be no excuse for 
boycotting the Olympics." U.S. officials 
also get crit icized for not doing enough to 
"publicly disassociate" themselves from 
the Ban T he Soviets Coalit ion (did they 
fai l to grasp the dialectic between private 
association / public disassociation?), and 
for fai ling to assure the Soviets that, as 
everyone knows, they would be "warmly 
welcomed " in the U.S. And the Carter­
Mondale "sabotage" of the 1980 Olym­
pics is raised a couple of times for even­
handedness. All this is quite necessary 
given the sent iments of those In These 
Times seeks to influence. 

But that was then and this is now, and 
in 1984 it is the Soviet leaders who have 
succeeded in " betraying their count ry's 
own youth, the Olympic organizers, the 
host city and the world 's most hopeful 
carnival of peaceful fe llowship," say the 
social democrats. They may give a little 
lip service to · "a plague on bot h their 
houses," but It doesn't take a doctdr to 
tell which house In These Times views as 
the terminal case. For social democracy, 
no other diagnosis is useful ... in these 
times. [I 
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Psych War 
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The Ponik9e, sonen 
!he following announcemenr was placed in the German Pharmaceutical Newspaper 
m July 1982, by the Procurement Center of the West German Interior Ministry: 

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT 
The Procurement Center 
of the Federal Interior Ministry 
Post Box 14 02 90 
5300Bonn 1 

PUBLICLY ANNOUNCES the stockpiling of the following public health 
materials for civil defense: 

342,CXXl doses of Diazepan 10 mg, in ampules of 2 ml. 
68,CXXl doses of Dropendol 2.5 mg ml, in ampules of 10 ml. 
103,CXXl doses of Haloperidol 5 mg, in ampules of 1 ml. 
2,010,CXXl doses of Diazepan in 2 mg tablets. 
50,340 units of electrolyte-mannit solution, in bottles of 500 ml. 
56,CXXl units of electrolyte-lavulose solution in bottles of 500 ml. 
30,CXXl units of Hydroxyethyl in 6% strength NaCl solution. in bottles of 500 ml. 

The particulars of stockpiling can be obtained by writing to the Procurement Center of 
the Federal Interior Ministry, until October 15, 1982. 

For those unfamiliar wi th these medi­
ca tions: D iazepan is Valium, while Dro­
peridol and H aloperidol are power ful 
tranquil izers generally used 10 treat mass­
ive psychotic disturbances. T he Valium 
doses here alone are enough to lay the 
230,000 people of the city of Lubeck flat 
for a day. And there is every reason to 
believe that this batch of medicines is only 
one manifestation of a far more extensive 
program of stockpiling psychic drugs be­
ing car ried out by the West German gov­
ernment. 

Preparing for "catastrophe" has, with 
official sponsor ship from on high, 
become quite fashionable in West Ger­
man medical circles. T he president of the 
Federal Chamber of Doctors, Karstens 
Vilmar, speaking for his association, 
made the moral imperative clear : "The 
professional ethics o f doctors demands 
their f urther education in Katast rophen­
mcdiLin ." Using the provincial medical 
associations, crash courses in this "catas­
trophe medicine" are- being conducted 
for practicing doctors. The ~ubject has 
been added to the instruction of all 
medical schools; pamphlets and books 
ha\c bec:n \Hit ten and circulated. A nd as 
the announcement translated above indi-

cates, this is taking place in the context o f 
other quite speci fic material preparations 
for "catastrophe." Which specific "ca­
tastrophe" is being prepared for is hardly 
a secret. In the book Katastrophenmedi­
zin 1981, published by the Bavar ian State 
Chamber of Doctors, the leading physi­
cian, Dr. Stordeur, gets down to brass 
tacks at the beginning: " Situation K " (as 
world war is known in West German 
newspeak) is the most l ikely catastrophe 
under discussion. To quote Stordeur: 
" Between catastrophe medicine, catas­
trophe defense, civil def ense and military 
policy there arise persistent, close, direct 
and indirect links. The credibility of de­
f ense policies in densely populated and 
highly industrialized West Germany ex­
ists in direct relationship to having the 
best possible catastrophe and civil de­
f ense preparations. The morale of the 
fighting troops is ultimately inseparable 
from the knowledge that the s tate is mak­
ing all possible efforts to protect those at 
home." 

T ime has come to shi ft gears, official 
voices shout from all sides. Professor 
Rebentisch, an expert on military medi­
cine, insists in a new textbook that " thirty­
four years of peace in our country have 

passed since the end of World War 2. 
They have allowed the memory of the 
suffering threatened by weapons to fade 
away. " To which Lanz and Rosetti in 
the introduction to their new b~ok 
Catastrophe Medicine, add, " The whole 
point is to prepare the coming generation 
of doctors for the mental and practical 
changes of all kinds that will be demand­
ed of then·1 by catastrophe and war, by 
epidemics and shortages of all k inds. " 

This new trend is hardly confined to 
West Germany . In 1980 , the U.S. Secre­
tary of Defense put forward the so-called 
M oxley Plan - which sought to enlist 
hospitals throughout the United States in 
a network that would provide 50,000 hos­
pital beds in civilian instit utions in 
preparation for the massive burn and 
radiation traumas of initial hostilit ies be­
tween NATO and Warsaw Pact troops in 
Europe. 

Some revea l ing information has 
become available that documents the 
preparations in West Germany, and in 
the process illuminates the dangers and 
necessit ies facing the imperial ists as a 
whole internationally. In this article, we 
will focus on one branch o f West German 
"catastrophe medicine" - the so-called 
" defense psychiatry," which concerns 
itsel f with such matters as stockpiling the 
tranquilizers we have already mentioned. 

When the West German Interior M in­
istry was confronted wi th inquiries about 
the stockpiling of power ful antipsychotic 
drugs, they answered by saying, " Halo­
peridol will be needed to handle the acute 
cases of overexcitement as they manifest 
themselves in individual people who 
1night otherwise endanger themselves and 
others. " In 198 1 this same ministry was 
considerably more explicit. In their of­
ficial pamphlet "Guidelines For M edical 
Care During Catastrophes," they wrote: 
" ... in those cases where loud and 
distinct orders, plusf irn1 manual encour­
agement don't influence behavior, it is 
necessary to take excited people, using 
massive force, hold them down, if possi­
ble take them out of public view, and in­
ject them with a power/ ul anxiety-reduc­
ing tranquili-;,er. " In another place, in the 
same document, they wri te: "Thuse who 
incite panic must be isolated as quickly as 

possible and made calm. " 
This medical prescription is, as we shall 

see, highly political and carefull y tar­
geted . 

A Prescription for "Panic Prevention" 

Mili tary psychiatry is as old as modern 
imperialist war fare - coming into its 
own during World War I , when bour­
geois psychiatry was reaching maturity. 
In fact, Sigmund Freud himsel f was an 
honored consultant for the World War I 
"Commission of I nquiry into Service 
Related Jnj uries" to investiga te the 
epidemics of tics, neuroses, hysteria~ . 
psychosomatic bl indnesses and rebellions 
that swept through the trenches of this 
first of modern wars. As Freud himself 
later described the role of the psychiatrist 
in wartime, " The doctor plays the role of 
a '!Jachine gun set up behind the front , 
assuming the role of driving the deserters 
back into the fray .. . in practice no com­
promise is possible between the responsi­
bilities rhat now from military duty and 
the yearnings to subordinate all to 
humanitarianism .... " 

According to one of the foremost con­
temporary German experts on the sub­
ject, H err Dok tor Brickenstein, " The 
task of def ense psychiatry is to grapple 
with the eff ect of weapons on the psyche 
of soldiers and civilians/ citizens, to the 
ex tent that this leads to mental disturban­
ces which influence the combat readiness 
of the troops and endangers the order of 
the state." In short, the task of military 
psychiatry is f irst and foremost to forti fy 
the combat readiness of the army; under 
conditions of war the goal o f healing 
evaporates in the face o f mil itary neces­
sity, along with any serious consideration 
of the needs of the individual soldiers in­
volved. The point is to psychologically 
compel former civi lians to willingly kill 
and die on command. 

Dr. A lfred SWmper, president of the 
Baden-W urtenberg sta te pol ice, and 
fa ther of the concept of " mobile police 
allack commandos" and other notable 
innovations, remarked recently that " the 
destructive power of modern weapons, 
which is now almost impossible to com­
prehend intellectually, let alone control " 

Continued on page 13 
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Rochester Memorial Day 
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Mr. Haig and 
Ho wever, Time neglected to reprint a 

somewhat dijferem view of the relation­
s/up - that is, the division of labor_ be­
tween Mexico and the U.S. which had ap ­
peared in its pages less than two months 
befo~e. In its A pril 2, 1984, issue, Time 
pu~li;hed excerpts f rom Alexander 
Haig s new book, Caveat· Rea lism 
Reagan and Foreign Po licy. The forme; 
Secretary of Stare 's insider's report 
f ollows: 

the Mexican Ambassador: 
A Frank Exchange 

"When I was ~ priva1e ci1 izen ' Presi­
den1 Jose Lo pez Po rtillo o f Mexi

1

co had 
!o ld me that lhe difficulty he had had in a 
domes1ic Mexican sense in dea ling with 
lhe Carter Administra tion was 1ha1 in his 
wor~s . 'a Presiden1 o f Mexico ~annol 
Sll rv1ve by la king posit ions 10 1he righl of 
lhe Presideni of 1he U .S.' 

.The recent visit of Mexican President 
Miguel de la M_adrid to Washington, 
D. C. . has occasioned a new round of 
press commentary about the diff erences 
between the U. S. and Mexico over Cen­
tral A merica. Once again displavin?, the 
vau~ted independence for' wh ich 
Me.~1co '.s politicians have Ion?, been prais­
et! 111 some U.S. and Latin American 
~·'.re/es, J?e_ta Madrid called for appzving 

the pr111nples and rules of international 
law" in Central A merica, adm onishing 
Rona/~/ R_ eagan to accept · 'self­
derer111111a11011 , noni11rervem ion, equality 
ofswtes before the law, peace/ii/ solution 
of conflicts and imernation~rl coopera­
(l on /or dev.elopm ent. " A p rivate 
45-1111nut.e. session with Reagan was sup ­
posedzv ft/led with urgings from De /a 
Madrid that the U.S. si1pport the 
diplomatic efforts of rhe Conwdora 
group - which includes the equal/\> in­
dependent foreign ministries of Panama, 
Vene:;ue/a and Colombia - instead of 
the more miliransric po/in ' it is rnrrenriv 

.(oll<;>wing'. Time magazine .described Me.~-
1co s president as "polite but assertive. " 

" 

" Monihs la1er, as Secretary of Slale, I 
fou nd m yself sea led nex1 10 1he Mexican 
Ambassado r 10 lhe U.S. a1 JI dinner. He 
leaned over and made an offer . Wo uld 
l~e new .Adminis1ra1ion like 10 open a 
d1scree1 hne o f com mu nicaiion wi1h the 
rebels in El Salvador? I exploded : no 
1.onger, I ~a id •. wou ld Wash ing1o n deal 
secre1l.Y Wll h msurgen1s who were a1 -
!emp 1111g 10 overthrow legal govern men is 
1.n lhc Wes1ern Hcmisri here . In 1he nex1 
four y~ars , 1he Americas would see a 
de1erm1ned U .S. effort 10 s1a mp o ur 
C uban-supported subversio n. 

" T he A m bassador was a1 firs1 start led 
by my vehemence, bu1 he gripped my 
l~and warm ly. 'For years,' he sa id 
f ervc~ t ly, ' I ha ve been wailing for an 

.American 10 speak words such as 1hese. 
To night I will go ho me and sleeri we ll !·" 

Brownsville Conviction 

Sanctuary Activist Faces Severe Sentence 
O n May 14, a highly-po litical 1ria l 

came 10 a conclusio n in a federal court­
house in Brownsville , Texas. A f1e r four 
days of del ibera1ion , a j ury returned guil­
ly verdicts o n o ne counl of "conspiracy 
10 transport illegal al iens" and 1wo 
co un1 s of "ac1ua l 1rans po n a tion " 
agains l S1acey Merkl , a Catho lic lay­
worke r. S1acey Merkl worked in a sanc­
lUary house for people from Central 
America, o perated by the diocese of 
Brownsville . S he was a rrested by Border 
Pa1ro l agents o n February 17th when she 
was in a ca r headed for San Anlonio 
a lo ng wilh a ma n a nd a woman from El 
Sa lvad o r, 1he woman's 18-monih-old 
daughler. a nun, a nd a repo rter for a 
Dallas newspaper. She is now facing up 
10 15 yearc; in priso n and a $9,000 fine 
when 1he sentenci ng is made o n June 27. 

Througho ul 1he na1iona lly publicized 
tria l, 1he defense for Merkl a ttemp1ed to 
bring in 1estimony illus1rating 1he bruta l 
repressio n in E l Sa lvador - 1he 
1housands murdered by government 
t roops a nd deat h sq uad s a nd 1he 
counl less others forced to become 
refugees . But the judge and prosecuior 
repea1edly emphasized 10 1he jury 1ha1 
"moral" or "emotio nal" inte rpretations 
of events in El Salvador and their effects 
o n 1he peo ple 1here would not be a llowed 
10 infl uence 1he o uicome o f 1his case. 
T his was no11 0 be seen as a religio us ma1-
1er, t he co urt ruled , a nd s1ill less a 
polit ical prosecu1ion. According to the 
judge 1his was st ric tly a " criminal" a ffa ir 
and there was only o ne relevant ques1ion: 
Did Stacey Merkt k nowingly travel wi1h 
people she knew were in l he Uni1ed S1a1es 
in vio la lion of i1s Jaws , and if so , 1hen she, 
too, was in viola 1ion of 1he laws o f the 
U.S. and m ust pay for i1. 

Brownsville is s itua 1ed a11he end of the 
lower Rio Grande Valley, where the Rio 
Grande spills into the G ulf o f Mexico, 
and is direct ly across the river fro m 1he 
large Mexican ci1y of Matamoros. h is 
o ne o f the main ci ties people pass through 
fro m Cent ra l A merica 10 1he U .S. , and 
has long been the scene of intense ac­
tivities by the INS and 1he Border Pa1rol. 
Between Brbwnsvi lle a nd 01her majo r 
ci1ies furthe r nort h in Texas is a la rge, 
sparse ly popu la1ed area of scrubby 
pla ins, 1hro ugh which 1here are only two 
paved roads lead ing north . lmmigra1ion 
checkpoints a re main1ained a lmosl con­
tinuously a long these 1wo roads. Ma ny 
people from E l Salvador (as well as 
G ua1emala, H bnduras, and other co un­
trie~ a 1tempting 10 get furthe r into lhe in-

1e rior o f the U .S. fro m Brownsville a nd 
Olher Rio Grande Valley 1owns face eno r­
mo us difficul ties in finding a way o ul of 
1he valley before 1he immigra tion po lice 
sweep d own o n 1hem. Even for 1hose who 
ma ke it lhrough, pressure intensifies en 
ro u1e 10 1he barrios o f San Antonio and 
H ous1o n . h has become routine for the 
INS to stop U-haul 1rucks with up to 85 
people stuffed into their unventilated 
tra ilers traveling 1hrough the heal of 1he 
south Texas prairies. In April, several 
Salvado rans were killed as 1hey walked 
over a rail road bridge near Raymond­
ville, Texas, trying 10 walk 1he 370 miles 
to Hous1on. A ce rtain amount of 
h y poc ri1i cal ha ndwrin g in g in 1he 
bourgeois press accompanied !his ho rr i­
ble incident , bul a C hicano living nearby 
poin1ed oul 1ha1 a l least three or four peo­
ple die o n !hose 1racks every mo nth fro m 
raulesna ke biles or from gelling hit b y 
tra ins as 1hey sleep o n 1he 1racks. 

A yea r a nd a half ago, Bishop Jo hn 
Fi1zpa1rick o f Brownsville foundecf 1he 
Casa Oscar Ro mero in the nearby town 
o f San Benito. Fitzpa trick said during 1he 
tria l 1ha t the purpose o f 1his sanc1uary 
house was 10 " give shelter, food , care, 
a nd ho pe 10 people who come wi thout 
food, sheller, or hope." In a s1a1emen1 
made aro und 1he lime o f S1acey Merk t 's 
a rrest , Fi1zpa 1rick had expressed his 
viewpo int in founding 1he ho use: " Why 
1rea1 the Salvadoran refugees as merely 
people looking for work ins1ead of as 
poli1ical re fugees fleeing for their lives? 
Why send them back 10 1heir country 10 
face d eaih? T o do so is un-C hris1ian a nd 
un-A merican. I stand wi1h 1hose who 
reach o ut 10 1heir brolhers and sis1ers in 
1heir q uest for j uslice." Fro m i1s incep­
lio n, 1he effons o f 1hose working in the 
Casa Oscar Ro mero 10 p rovide sanctuary 
and 1ranspo rt a1ion 10 Salvadoran im ­
migrants were a ma uer o f commo n 
knowledge around Brownsville and 1he 
Valley genera lly. Jn facl , Filzpatrick had 
called bo th lhe local media and immigra­
lio n o fficia ls 10 1ell 1hem of 1he opening 
o f 1he ho use in 1982. 

In 1he 19 mo n1hs o f ils exis1ence, 
numero us Salvad ora ns have passed 
through 1he Casa Oscar Ro mero. One 
person who wo rks in 1he ho use poin1ed 
o ul during 1ria l 1es1imony 1ha t a t dif­
ferent limes o fficials from the INS deten­
tio n priso n in nearby Los Fresnos even 
broughl Cenira l American p riso ners 10 
1he sa ncw a ry house when 1he p rison was 
overcrowded . In 1his light , a " news item" 
appearing in the Brownsville Herald dur-

ing 1he 1ria l 1ha1 "even ifsa nc1ua ry move­
menl workers do n' t acwally 1ransport il­
legal aliens, 1hey can be legally cha rged 
wi1h harboring !hem if they she ller 1hem 
and try 10 conceal it from au1hori1ies" 
can be seen as a 1hrea1 no l only to sanc­
lUary workers bu1 as the most brazen of 
lies as well. The fac1 is 1ha1 many people 
invo lved in provid ing sanc1ua ry in south 
Texas had sough! to publicize 1heir ef­
fons, and especia ily 1he crimes commit-
1ed againsl 1he people of El Sa lvador, 
which, in !heir view, had made 1he sanc­
lUary effons necessary in the firs! place. 

As 1he Casa Oscar Romero continued 
to take in mo re people, o ne facl began 10 
deeply disiurb the people wo rking there . 
Not a single Salvado ran who applied fo r 
asylum a l 1he dis1rict.INS headquarters in 
Harlingen received it; in fac1 many people 
were a rres1ed as soon as they applied. To 
some in 1he Casa il seemed 1ha1 the im­
migralion officials in H arlingen were be­
ing particu larly vic io us, and 1ha1 1he 
chances for ob1aining asylum would be 
increased in San Antonio or Housio n. 
Stacey Merkt was traveling as an inter­
preter in j us1 such a n a ttemp l 10 ob1ain 
asylum elsewhere when 1he ca r she was a 
passenger in was pulled over in isola ted 
Starr Cou nly. 

The lria l i1self was a railroad wi1h a ll 
1he 1rimmings appropria le to American 
jus1ice. For instance, some effort was 
made 10 have a n a ll-C hicano casl in 1he 
fea lured role of j udge, prosecutor and 
jury, apparently to 1ry 10 demons1ra1e 
1ha1 a ll Americans no w participate in and 
have a slake in " the American Way," 
even in an a rea where " No dogs o r Mex­
icans" signs were a prominent fea ture of 
1he 1errain no1 100 long ago. One mighl 
1h ink 1ha1 when a U .S. Atto rney loyally 
doing his dul y in a rem ote ou1 pos1 like 
Brownsville gels a cha nce 10 try a case 

.covered by 1he N ew York Tirnes, major 
ne1works, c1c. , he'd jump a1 1he o ppor-
1uni1y. Nol so this time. Nei1her did his 
lop assis1ants gel t he case; senior a1-
1orneys, who were a ll while , were passed 
over unlil a rela1ive low ma n on 1he lis1 by 
1he name o f Robert G uerra , a Chicano , 
was assigned 10 be the d esigna1ed hille r. 

Bui some even mo re essemia l elements 
and melhods o f American jus1ice were 
a lso u1ilizcd by 1he s ta te. T he weekend 
before th e 1ria l beg a n , 1he tw o 
Salvadorans who had been in 1he car wilh 
Merkl were pul in jail in Brownsville and 
the implicil 1h rea1 1hey received is 1ha1 if 
1hey did n ' l 1es1ify fo r the proseculio n, 
1hey would most likely be deported and 

1he woman would be separa1ed from her 
child. Despi1e 1his, bolh refused 10 suc­
cumb to 1he sta1e's pressure , stal ing 1.0 1he 
court 1ha1 they have pri nciples they will 
nol relinq uish, and in fac11 hey did test ify 
- for lhe defense. 

T he case G uerra presented consisted 
esseni ia lly o f these elements: 1ha1 1he 
Salvadora ns, Mauricio Valle, Brenda 
Sanchez a nd her daugh1er, were in 1he 
Uni1ed S1a1cs illegally, 1ha1 Stacey Merkl 
was well aware of this as she 1ried to drive 
with 1hem to San Anto nio , and 1ha1, 
unbeknownsl 10 Merkt, appea ls pro­
cedures exis1 for people who are initially 
denied asylum here in 1he land where 
everyone gels !heir day in court , even " il­
legal a liens." Al o ne po inl , when Merkl 
responded 10 Guerra's grilling by defiant ­
ly assert ing 1ha1 " l have nol vio la1ed 
God 's laws," G uerra respo nded wi1h 
wha t was 10 prove lo be his ce n1 ra l 1heme: 
" Do you lhink you have 1he r ighl 10 
viola1e the laws of 1he Uni ted Sta les 
because o f a h igher moral respon­
sibility?" A l 1he momenls where J udge 
Filem6 n Vela 1hough1 G uerra was 
perha ps not being aggressive eno ugh 
a lo ng these lines, he would cul in10 
Merk1's 1es1imony wilh co m men1s like 
"For God's sake, we; a re no l here to con­
sider God's law, we are here 10 consider 
the laws o f 1he Uni1ed S 1a 1es of 
America." A side point here is 1ha1 while 
we ca n certainly expecl 1he s1irring call 10 
" defend 1he ho nor of God a nd country" 
10 resound in a dea fening roa r in the com­
ing period, 1his tria l should he lp clea r up 
a ny misconcep1ions as to jusl which 
loyalty is supposed 10 gel lop priorily 
when religious people pose C hris tian 
principles in opposi1ion 10 1he in1eres1s of 
U.S. im perialism. 

S1acey Merkl, in her defense, argued 
1ha1 no t only was she upho lding religious 
principles, bul she was a lso attem pting 10 
upho ld U.S. law, as she unders1ood il, by 
1rying 10 bring 1he Salvadoran refugees 10 
Sa n An1o nio , which she 1ho ugh11 0be1he 
closes! lo ca tion where 1hey would have a 
reasonable chance o f ga ining asylum . In 
a n a llemp l 10 prove 1ha1 1he INS in 1he 
H arli ngen dis1rict was excessively harsh 
in refusing to granl asylum 10 Salvadoran 
refugees, 1he defense ca lled in 1he INS 
d irectors from San A ntonio and H ouslo n 
a s well as H ar lingen. Wh al was 
d emonstrated through 1heir 1es1imony, 
however, was nol 1he deviancy o f 1he 
Ha rlingen d isl ricl, bul ral her a sys1ema1ic 
policy o f denying asylum 10 virt ually a ll 
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Political Rip Van Winkles and the L 
W ith the bourgeoisie's quadrennial 

electio n follie now upon us, oppor­
tunists and reformist o f every stripe and 
color are fa ll ing all over themselves hon­
ing their j ustifications for why it will be 
necessar} . nay, imperative. 10 vote for 
the supposed lesser of two evils yet 
anot her time. In so doing, they \\i ll add 
t heir o wn pun y effo rt s 10 th e 
bourgeo isie' s own massive campaign 10 

· ·get o ut the vote" a nd award the impe­
rialists v. it h yet another ma ndate to 
go,ern in the name of the people. 

From theCPUSA (garden-variety revi­
sio nists). to line of March ("t heoretical" 
revisio nists). 10 the CWP (bot n-again 
revisio nists), 10 the Guardian, 10 Mon­
thb1 Review, 10 the social-democrats - the 
whole host of the "anti-Reaganites" 
each has his own part icular nuance of 
programme and shade o f justi fication, 
but for all the bo11om line is the same. 
This time the difference is so clear. this 
time the stakes are so high, that this rime 
vo ting can make an important di fference. 

Really? 
O f course, on the face of it, it seems 

lik e our anti-Reaganites might have a 
case. No matter whether they phrase it as 
peace versus nuclear nightmare or guns 
versus bu11er, the centra1 issue certainly is 
the rus h o f the imperialist powers toward 
World War 3. And there is certainly no 
doubt that since Reagan assumed o ffice 
war prepa ra tio ns have heightened, na­
tional cha uvinism and bellicose calls to 
a rms have issued from the White Ho use, 
and rela tions between the two rival blocs 
have reached a near-record low. O ne can­
no t pick up a n anti-Reagan tract wi thout 
being reminded of Reagan ' s MX missile 
program . Reaga n 's Eu ro mi ss il es , 
Reagan's Star Wars proposal, Reagan's 
plan 10 fight a nuclear war and win, 
Reagan's political use of the O lympics, 
Reagan's bu ildup of nuclear warheads , 
Reagan' s interventions in the Third 
World , a nd Reagan's a ll-around priority 
o f war p reparations over the social needs 
of the people. 

But fo r the anti-Reaganites, who a re 
like politica l Rip Yan Winkles who fe ll 
asleep for so me years 10 awake o nly o n 
Reagan's inaugura tio n day, the rhreat o f 
imperia list war has become synonymous 
with the person of Ronald Reagan: In the 
beginning there was Reagan. A nd 
Reagan said, fer there be war. And lo, 
there was the threat of war. For them 
there is no history before Reagan, a nd 
certainly no polit ical econo my of impe­
rialism whose laws operate independently 
o f- whichever bourgeois politician hap­
pens to occupy the White House a t any 
given moment. In the visio n of the anti ­
Reaganites, a few critical years j ust 
somehow got lost. 

Since all his tory for an ti-Reaganites 
begins in the year I A. R. (Ann o 
Reagani), we thought our readers might 
enjoy a trip back through time, to those 
ancient days lost in the midst of antiquit y, 
farther back than any living a nt i­
Reaganite ca n remember. Back, back in 
time, to before the Reaganite threat o f 
war, back to before the needy were rob­
bed to feed the greed y, back to those hal­
cyon da ys of people's power that we 
could recapt ure if only Reagan could be 
defeated . Let us return to the year known 
in the ancient Christian calendar as 1976. 

••••• 

A New Mr. Deeds 

Jimmy Carter was elected president in 
1976 and assumed office in Janua ry 
1977, a dding the commoner's touch by 
walking do wri Pennsylvania Avenue in 
his ina uguration parade ra ther than 
riding in a n ostentatio us limousine. 
Carter assumed o ffice a t a very difficult 
moment fo r U.S. imperialism. It had j ust 
gone through the most severe economic 

recession o f the postwar period which 
had dest royed the Bre11o n Woods fi nan­
cial structure internatio nally; the U.S. 
had just suffered a devastating defeat in 
Vietnam; the rival Soviet imperial ists had 
finally achieved parity with the U.S. in 
strategic nuclear weapons, while at home 
the ru ling class was still reeling from the 
combined e ffect s of mass protes t 
movements and b it ter internecine strug­
gle with in the ru ling class which saw a lo t 
of dirty linen washed in public. What was 
needed was a new president ial figure, 
so meone no t a Washingto n regular a nd 
not visib ly connected with the preceding 
debacles. 

And so Jimmy Carter. a modern-day 
Mr . Deeds, came 10 Washingto n - a 
humble peanut fa rmer from G eorgia who 
had been trained for the big time in 
Nelso n Rockefeller's Trila teral Commis­
sio n. But the confe11i had hard ly been 
cleaned up after Carter's famous "peo­
ple's inaugural, " when the new chief of 
state launched into a major review of the 
procedu res by which the president exer­
cises control over the U.S. nuclear forces. 
He took a sa mple flight in the special 
a irplane in which the president is suppos­
ed 10 ride o ut " incoming fi re," and he 
tested the response times with an actual 
d rill fo r getting the presiden t out of the 
White Ho use and into the plane a t An­
d rews Air Fo rce Base. He found the 
system totally inadeq uate and issued 
Presidential Directive 41 , revamping the 
procedures. All this was done in quiet, of 
course. Public images aside. Jimmy 
Carter knew what time it was. 

The fi rst public manifestat io n of the 
dema nds of the new world situa!ion was 
the raucous debate in 1977 over Carter's 
plan 10 deploy the neutron bomb in 
W es te rn E u ro p e . Th e proposal 
originated as the answer to Warsaw Pact 
superiori ty in tanks in Western Europe. 
The q uestion was quickly becoming one 
of acrually fighting a war (as o pposed 10 

the more ethereal rat ionale of " mutual 
de terrence" ), and the response of the 
Carter administra tion was, " Nuke 'em ." 
Enha nced radia tion warheads (" neutron 
bo mbs") were intended 10 knock out 
concentrations o f Sovie t tanks since high­
energy neutro ns passed through armor as 
though it were t issue paper. At home, the 
debate was supposedly over whether the 
" neut ron bomb" should be built. But the 
decisio n had long been made in secre t and 
productio n o f the W70-3 enhanced rad ia­
tion warhead for the army's Lance 
missile act ually began in Octo ber 1978 
alo ng wi th the W79 enhanced rad iation 
eight-inch a rtillery shell (bo th were 
developed at the Lawrence Livermore 
Lab). The public debate was resolved 
with the decisio n to manufacture the 
component, while technically postpo ning 
"construc:ion" (final assembly) to the 
fina l minute before launch. 

By 1979-80, majo r decisio ns were 
reached , and a corner was turned toward 
the active preparat io n for world war. 
Here is not the place to go into an analysis 
o f the decisio ns and the met hods by 
wh ich these were struggled o ut in the rul­
ing class - but suffice it to say that they 
were decisio ns made entirely apart from 
electoral politics. 

One of the fi rst signs of the new course 
was a se ries of carefully placed sto ries 
warning of a "plutonium shortage. " 
T ha t is, in spite o f cannibalizing obsolete 
warheads, the Carter a d ministration was 
worried that there would no t be enough 
p lu tonium to build "a new genera tio n of 
nuclear warheads." All so rts of pro­
posals were now floated o ut to meet the 
" emergency," . including react iv a t ing 
m oth -ba ll ed governm en t reacto rs, 
speeding construction of the Clinch River 
Breeder-Reacto r, and reprocessing spent 
fuel rods fro m commercial power plants 
to extract the p lutonium in them . The in­
creased warhead productio n was fina lly 
formalized in Carter' s Nuclear Weapo ns 
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st Years 

Stockpi le Memorandum of October 
1980, which not only o rdered increased 
production of plutonium and tri tium (for 
fusio n weapons), but projected the pro­
duc tion of 10,000 new warheads over the 
1980s . 

MX 

And these were only the ominous 
preliminaries to major new war prepara­
tions so on to be anno unced. 

There is the matter of the MX missile. 
First p lanned for the ea rly '70s as the 
eventual replacement for the Minuteman 
series, MX d id not get o ff the drawing 
board until Carter autho rized the MX 
production program in 1979. Carter's re­
quest to Congress was for 200 MX 
missiles (which the fascist, Reagan , cut to 
100) to be based in a maze of hardened 
shelters in the sou thwestern Uni ted 

. Sta tes . In light of the Democra tic Party's 
recent protestat ions o f opposition to 
MX, it is instructive to recall that aftc; the 
1980 Democrat ic Party Convention, sup­
port for the MX became a virtual a rt icle 
of faith for the Democratic Party. When 
a minority resolut ion was int roduced to 
cut support for the MX o ut of the 
Democratic Party p latform, delegates to 
the convent ion suddenly found on their 
chairs a handwritten letter from Jimmy 
Carter o n White House statio nery. In the 
note, Jimmy said tha t he was writing not 
as their president ia l candidate but as 
"commander-in-chief o f the American 
armed forces." He went on the say that 
" It is crucial that our strategic nuclear 
forces not be vulnerable to a preemptive 
Soviet attack . T he MX is o u r optimum 
means o f meeting these vital goals. " 

This, of course, was so m uch nonsense. 
As has become clear today, the MX was 
never conceived primarily as an "in­
vulnerable" weapon, but rather as an ex­
tremely letha l o ne."With its vastly increas­
ed accuracy, and advanced M IRV (Mult i­
p le, lndependently-Targetable, Re-entry 
Vehicle) system consisting Of ten or more 
warheads per missile, the M X was clearly 
a fi rst-strike, a nd not a so-ca lled " deter­
rent" retaliatory, weapon. 

The same is true of the Trident II 
missi.le launched from nuclear sub­
marines. The T rident 11 wo uld be the first 
M IRVed, sea-launched missile accurate 
enough to hit hardened silos. Develop­
ment was begun in the Carter years, a l­
tho ugh not completed until the Reagan 
ad ministration. However, Carte r pushed 
through the deployment of the Trident I 
which replaced the ag ing P oseidon 
missile. The first Trident 1 's were in­
stalled in an event entit led Poseidon 
Launch 11 of October 1979. By fiscal year 
1979, the Carter administration had pro­
cu red 230 Trident I missiles, and the keel 
was la id for the USS Ohio, the fi rst Tri­
dent missile-carrying subma rine. 

And while we a re speaki ng about 
deployment, how about those "Euro­
missiles"? T he decision to dep loy 572 
Pershing II ballistic missiles and Toma­
hawk cruise missiles was made in Decem­
ber 1979 in the midd le of the Carter ad­
ministration; in fact , one factor in 
Carter's decision no t to push through on 
the neut ron weapons was h is commit­
ment to cruise missiles. In March 1980, 
Boeing was awarded the con tract to pro­
duce 3,400 cruise miss iles by the Carter 
administration. 

Nuclear War-Fighting 

But the most signi fican t a nd far­
reaching of the Carter init ia tives for war 
preparatio n was his promulgatio n o f a 
nuclear war-fighting doctrine. T he new 
doctrine was enshrined in a series of 
Presidentia l Directives in 1980. T he fi rst 
o f these was PD-53, which identified the 
ex isting natio nal communicatio ns net­
work as extremely vulnerab le to a ttack. 
PD-53 mandated the creatio n o f a com­
munications system capable o f execut ing 
a " reta liatory strike d u ring and after an 
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enemy att ack ." P D-58 was concerned 
with the continuity o f governments dur­
ing and a ft er a nuclear war, and provided 
for the swift evacuation and relocatio n o f 
a host of government officiais · from 
Washingto n in a mat ter of minutes . 

President ia l Direct ive S9 was im­
mediately recognized as a major docu­
ment that dealt with the basic U.S. ap­
proach to nuclear war. It made two 
highly significant changes from the pre­
existing po licy. First it directed that the 
decla red priorit ies in the targeting o f the 
U.S . nuclea r strike force be shi fted from 
economic targets in the Soviet Un io n to 
military targets, including both hardened 
ICBM silos a nd command and contro l 
targets. Seco nd, it d irected tha t U.S. 
forces be disposed so as to be ab le. to en­
dure a protracted nuclear a ttack which 
might last for months rather than the 
hou r o r couple days previo usly imagined. 
The essentia ls of PD-59, though never 
fully revea led, were given to the New 
York Times in July 1980. 

One info rmati ve book e ntitled 
S. 1.0.P.: The Secret U.S. Plans for 
Nuclear War (Single Integrated Opera­
tional Plans), by Peter Pringle a nd 
Will iam Arkin, summed up the Carter 
administrat ion in these words: "The 
Reagan Whi te House opened with a new 
na tional secu rity team vowing to pui its 
own s ta m p o n A merica' s de fe nse 
policies, but there was no need for yet 
another perplexing buzzword. J imm y 
Carter had left a 'deterrence' strategy in 
place so close to war-fighting tha t it 
suited the Republican promise of 
'nuclea r superiority.' Carter may have 
spoken softly about peace a nd wa rned 
d uring the 1980 p resident ial campaign 
against cho osing a belligerent a lternative 
in Ronald Reagan , but his 'counter­
va il ing strategy' had made the fina l qreak 
with deterrence through assured destruc· 
tion by actua lly calling on the American 
forces to be able to fight a prolonged 
nuclear war ... . " Some would say tha t 
the difference with Reagan has been the 
policy of prevailing in nuclear war, of 
winning it. Bu t, as the S. 1.0.P. authors 
pointedly remark, " No o ne p lans to fight 
a war and lose i! ." 

Conventional Forces 

Carter' s n uclear wa r-fighting prb­
gramme was a lso complemented by 
sweeping changes in co nventio nal forces . 
Early in his administra tion Carte r created 
a special Caribbean stri ke command 
headquartered in Key West, Florida. This 
force was explicit ly targeted a t hot spots 
like Nicaragua, El Salvador and G renada 
(whose new government , under Ma urice 
Bishop, Cartt;r refused to recognize). But 
with the Iran ian Revolu tio n a nd the 
Soviet invasion of Afg hanistan in swift 
succession, a ttent ion shifted to the Mid ­
dle East. It was for inte rventio n in the 
Persian Gulf tha t Carter established the 
Rapid Deployment Force (RDF), which 
was based in No rth Carolina and was ac­
tiva ted o n March I , 1980. At the same 
time groups of " Contras" were being 
lavishly financed in bo th Angola and 
Afghanistan . · 

The func tio n o f the RDF was en un­
cia ted in the "Cart er Doctrine," which 
was conta ined in Carte r's Sta te o f the 
Union Address in J anuary 1980: "Let 
our positio n be abso lutely clear: a n at­
tem pt by any outside force to gain control 
o f t he Persian G ulf region will be regard ­
ed as an assau lt on the vita l inte rests o f 
the United States of America, and such 
an assault will be repelled by any means 
necessary, including military force. " To 
make his position more absolutely clear, 
the med ia was told that the president had 
autho rized the use o f nuclear weapons in 
the Persian G ulf and tha t B-52 bombers 
were being shifted to this area. 

Since the impending world war would 
a lso requ ire a vast increase in the U.S. 

Continued 0 11 page 10 
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Rebellion in Haiti 
Continued from page I 

talking about the four-legged type -
were destroyed severa l years ago, sup­
posed ly because they were carriers of 
swine n u. Since then a new breed of pig 
from the U .S. has been imported -
which eats, of course, only rarified and 
expensive U .S. pig feed.) The tho ught o f 
expensive food going to feed the pigs, 
while children die o f starva tio n and peo­
ple are forced to ea t grass and d ogs, was 
too m uch to bear - along with the fact 
that food from CARE warehouses, 
which was supposed to be distributed free 
of charge, was being sold. il 's estimated 
tha t 25,000 came into the streets here, 
too, chanting " Down with misery, down 
with dictatorship!" 

Again, food warehouses were broken 
into, and Jean Claude's emissary sent to 
Cap 'HaHien again promised food in 
return for free labor in various govern-

mental projects. Repressio n was especial­
ly swift and brutal here, with police firing 
into c rowds and killing a t least three (ac­
cording to the bourgeo is press) and pro­
bably dozens (acco rding 10 those who 
had talked to people in Haiti). In another 
part o f Cap Ha'itien , government troops 
sealed o ff several blocks and fired ran­
domly into the area. This neighborhood 
may have been La Fossette, a slum area 
where the masses are particularly hostile 
10 the police, and which, an earlie r news 
report said, troops tried but were unable 
to enter. All told, those killed or wounded 
likely number into the hundreds. 

Mass actions have also been reported 
in the cities of Grand Riviere, Petit Goave 
and in Les Cayes, the scene of a possible 
looting of a bank, although specific 
details are not known at this time. 

Reports in the U.S. bourgeois press 
have made light of the rebellions so far. 

Political Rip Van Winkles 
Co nt inue9 from page 9 

armed forces o n short notice, Carter also 
announced in the same address that he 
was ca lling on Congress to institute draft 
registration. Secretary of Defense Brown 
went on to call for the registration of both 
men and women, Congress swiftly passed 
the legisla t ion, and actual registr}ltion 
began on July 21, 1980 (although the 
Supreme Court knocked women out of 
the registratio n). 

Behind the scenes, Carter also began 
a ll the basic research on "Star Wars" 
technology. In May 1978, Carter signed 
PD-37 calling for " activities in support of 
the rig ht o f self-defense, thereby 
strengthening national security, the 
deterrents o f attack, and arms control 
agreements." The Directive was a call for 
intensified efforts on antisatellite and 
other space weapons, then, as now, pic­
tured as " defensive" weapons. To 
facilitate this, Carter broke off negotia­
tions with the Soviet Union on an anti­
satellite (ASAT) weapons treaty. Work 
had also begun at the Lawrence Liver­
more Lab and elsewhere on such space­
based antiballistic missile weapons as the 
X-ray laser. A viarion Week & Space 
Technology reported on February 28, 
1981, that a successful test of an X-ray 
laser had been concluded. (One month, 
need we add, after the Reagan inaugura­
tion.) 

In 1980, Carter also leaked 10 AW & 
ST the existence of the "Stealth Bo mber " 
which was to be more sophisticated than 
the B-1 in evading detection by the 
Soviets. 

A s one might expect from this 
catalogue of events, a major increase in 
the military budget was required - and 
in fact Carter provided it. The Carter 
military budget request for fiscal year 
1980 was up 3.30Jo in real dollars (a much 
higher percentage in current dollars). 
This inevitably brought angry complaints 
that the administration was emphasizing 
military spending over human need. But, 
as Carter r emarked, " Who said 
everything in life is fair?" 

Yes, some will say, Carter did all these 
things, but at least he didn't have the 
open belligerency and rabid calls for an 
anti-Soviet crusade that have characteriz­
ed the Reagan administration. Well we 
might agree that the level of open 
jingoism has increas.ed since 1980. But 
this is much more the result of the global 
heightening of interimperialist contradic­
tions than the result of which imperialist 
turkey happens to be nesting in the White 
House at the moment. And before we 
leave the subject, Jet us not forget that 
Jimmy Carter wasn't exactly a slouch 
when it came to anti-Soviet campaigns 
and saber rattling. First let us recall the 

giving them only scarce attention. The 
media has also tried to cover up the 
political content of the G ona'ives and Cap 
Ha'ilien rebellions (the others haven't 
even been reported yet) by labeling them 
"food riots." The hunger of the peo ple is 
indeed of massive proportions, the grea t 
poverty intensified by a recent drought -
as indica ted by the fact that dogs are be­
ing killed and eaten, which are not nor­
mally considered edible food in Haiti -
and food warehouses and supermarkets 
were some of the targets o f the people's 
fury. In Gona·ives the masses discovered 
two locations where the government was 
hiding food - some of it rotten with age 
- and distributed among themselves 
what was usable. However, the Duvalier 
regime and its politica l and military 
representatives were repeatedly hit, both 
in slogans and concrete action, and 
targeted as the fundamental source o f this 
misery. 

In an effort 10 intimida te any in Port­
au-Prince who may be moved to follow 
the examples of Go na·ives and Cap 

a larms sounded by Carter in announcing 
that a brigade o f Sovie t combat troops 
had been " discovered" in Cuba (they had 
been there almost 20 years). And it was 
the Carter administration that made the 
first charges of Soviet " yellow rain" in 
Laos. The whole thrust of Carter' s 
" diplomacy" was organized a round 
"human rights," a code word for a ttack­
ing Soviet client regimes around the 
world while turning the blind eye to the 
collection of goons and thugs in the U.S. 
stable. 

Iran 

With Iran and Afghanistan, the 
rhetoric of the Carter administra tion hi t 
all-time lows. Only those who were truly 
asleep can have forgotten the day-in and 
day-out din of bellringing, flagwaving 
national chauvinism over the hostages in 
Iran which was designed to provide the 
right atmosphere for the implementation 
of the Carter Doctrine. And again it was 
during the Carter years that the Soviet in­
vasion of Afghanistan was used as the ra­
tionale for tearing up the Salt II treaty 
and for the boycott of the Olympic 
Games in Moscow. 

In the 1980 elections Carter was 
prepared to continue and intensify the ef­
forts he had begun. But the changed 
necessities of U.S. imperialism now re-

Ha"itien, government troops have been. 
conducting military exercises in the 
streets. A press release from a n ad hoc 
Haitian group in the U.S., the May 23rd 
Committee Against Repression in Haiti, 
also claimed that Jean Claude had re­
quested "tactical support " from the U.S. 
- i.e. , the Marines. The Haitian am­
bassado r 10 the U.S. reportedly has been 
recalled to Haiti for talks, and the wires 
linking the U.S. ambassado r in Haiti to 
Washington undoubtealy have been 
glowing with furious consultat ion. 

There are rumors that changes in the 
government may be anno unced soon -
and indeed the to p officia ls in G ona'ives, 
from the local To n To n Mac9ute llead to 
the mayor, have a lready been fired. 

But no mat ter what may be the 
machina tions o f the bdurgeoisie, it is the 
event s of Gona'ives and Cap Ha'itien and 
the other cities - t)le most significant and 
massive outbreaks since the outset of the 
Duvalier dynasty - that a re exhilara ting 
portents o f the futu re. 0 

quired a diffe rent image at the helm than 
that which Ca rter so admirably suited in 
1976. The same Ronald Reagan, whose 
1976 presidentia l bid had been summari ly 
dismissed by the ru ling class, was now the 
man o f the hour. The basic decision hav­
ing already been made, the elections 
would now be utilized as usual to 
mobilize public opinion beh ind them and 
sanctify them as " the people's choice" -
a process that could hardly fail since both 
candidates were running on a platform of 
" rebuild America 's defenses ." 

By this fall, however, our political Rip 
Van Winkles will not only. have learned 
no history, they will have cast aside the 
last o f their own pitiful pretentions about 
" mass independent politics" 10 line up 
for Fritz Mondale - the man who was at 
each meeting of the National Security 
Council, seated at President Carter 's 
elbow. 0 
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Recently, the "Peters Map," a new 
map p rojection of the world, was 
published for the first time in the United 
States (by F riends hi p Press , t he 
publishing a rm of the Nationa l Council 
of Churches). The map was created by 
West German historian Arno Peters, and 
said by him to sharply reduce the 
" eurocentric" d istort io ns of the Mer­
cato r project ion, the common world map 
for four hundred years. 

T he distortio ns of the Mercator projec­
tion stem fro m its p lacement o f the 
equator. In any fla t map, land mass ap­
pears distorted and enlarged the fa rther 
one moves from the equa tor. And since 
Gerardus Mercator placed the equa to r 
well below the act ua l center o f the projec­
tio n, the northern hemisphere appears 
significant ly la rger than the so uthern, 
therefore effec tively infla ting the size of 
the imperia lis t countries, a ll o f which (ex­
cept Austra lia) a re well to the north. (I n 
this count ry, project ions commonly 
enhance this effect furt her by placing the 
U.S. in the exac t center of the world. } 

The result is tha t, in the Mercator map, 
Europe (includ ing Eu ropean Russia) ap­
pears la rger than a ll of South America, 
whereas in reality it is only ha lf as la rge. 
As a whole, the imperialist count ries o f 
the U.S., Canada , Europe, Greenland, 
and the Soviet Union together comprise 
about 18.9 million square mi les , but ap­
pear overwhelmingly larger than the rest 
o f the planet 's land mass, which is in ac­
tua li ty 38.6 mi llion square miles, about 
twice as large . 

The " Peters Map" was the object of 
sharp debate when it was published in 
E"urope (it has so ld about eight mill ion 
copies around the world). "I see the main 
reason for this, " said Peters, " in tha t the 
struggle for or against my projection is in 
rea lit y not for a world map but fo r a 
world picture. " [ l 

Arsenal 
Cont inued fro m pag1.: J 

Furthe r. the chemical branch of the 
Arsenal Isla nd headq uarters has overall 
responsibi lit y fo r a ll A rm y research into 
chemcial warfare weapons (a lthough the 
research is not done o n the island itself) . 
O n a t least one occasion the Command 
has circu lated a s tep-by-step descript ion 
for mak ing nerve gas components to 
chemcial manufactu rers interested in 
helping produce the Big Eye nerve-gas 
bomb. T he Big Eye weapons system uses 
a gas that a ttacks the centra l nervous 
system and, un like gas used in previous 
wars, ca n be shot from a I 55mm shell and 
exploded in an air burst in order to con­
tamina te a much wider a rea . At present, 
AMCCOM maintains a contract with 
Uniroyal for the sto rage of chemical 
compo nents of this type. 

A nd this is just the Chemical and 
Nuclear Divisio n . F reedom of Informa­
tio n materia l a lso reveals tha t anot her 
island building ho uses a separa te Nuclear 
Mu n itio ns/Chemical Materiel Division 
and that, e lsewhere , is the La rge Cali­
ber I Nuclear Eng ineering Division. 

"The Army and Quad -Cities USA" 
provides m ore in forma tion . It li sts 
numerous "directorates" o r majo r o f­
fices and activities of AMCCOM. These 
include: 
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The Weapons Systems Managemen t 
Directorate. This innocent little group 
has the jo b of coordina ting a ll the 
development and research ideas of the 
various milit ary thin k ta nks, and other 
institu tio ns, and putting this together 
wi th fhe weapons needs o f the services, 
foreign governments, and whoever e lse is 
in the ma r.ket for the produc ts of 
Am erica 's gigantic dea th machine . 
(These vario us institut ions o f mass 
vio lence a re described in the Arsena l's 
military doublespeak as "the user com­
munit y." ) Inciden tally, the o ffi c ial 
pa m phlet a lso reveals that th rough this 
Direc torate, the Arsena l is o ne major 
conduit to the war machine for research 
do ne a t U.S. colleges and universit ies . 

Then there is the Internat iona l Logistics 
Directorate, which makes sure foreign 
cl ients of the U.S. a re supplied with 
weapo ns, amm unit ion, spare parts , tool 
sets, technical da ta , maintenance -
everything, in short , a good flunkey neo­
colonia l government needs to keep its 
killing apparatus in working o rder. 

And international repressio n a nd wars 
on beha lf of U.S. imperia list interests is 
not the end of this ta le. Something called 
the Prog ram Analysis and Evaluation 
Directo ra te is, it seems, no thing less tha n a 
cou nterinsurgency command post. Its o f­
ficial job description : " the preparat io n 
and maintenance of contingency, c ivil dis-

turba nce, disaster con tro l, mobil iza tion 
and war emergency plans." For this pur­
pose the Army ma inta ins a da ta repository 
in an underground cavern a t At chison, 
Kansas. Supervisio n of these records is the 
responsibility o f HQ,AMCCOM and this 
information is readily ava ilable to them. 
Arsena l Island oversees s tudies of systems 

· and programs to see how best to respond to 
a major urban rebellion, mass mo biliza­
tion for war, martia l law, etc. 

Then, o f course , Arsena l Island a lso is 
home to the Arsena l itself, la rgest in the 
U.S. The Ar~ena l has gained a worldwide 
reputa tion for technical " excellence" in 
producing ways to kill people. It gearS' 
production toward s pro totypes for new 
weapo ns and spa re pa rts critical to the 
func tioning o f ex-is ting o nes. G un­
mounts for tanks, recoil mechanisms for 
a rtillery pieces, a ircraft weapo ns sub­
systems, and machine gu ns a re some o f 
its specia lties. A real big favorite produc­
ed by the Arsena l these d ays is the I 55m m 
howit zer (M 198), which is capable o f fir­
ing nuclear artillery shells. The 155mm 
and a lso the 203mm are current ly high o n 
the o rders list of no t o nly the U.S. Army 
and Marines, b ut a lso officia lly non­
nuclear countries ~uch as Pak istan , 
T ha iland, Saudi Ara bia , Austra lia , 
Lebano n and Ecuador. At last count 
orders were two yea rs backlogged . 

The whole of this deadl y, computer-

ized q ua rtermaster for the U .S. wa1 
machine is accessed by o nly th ree bridges 
it is these bridges which demonst rator~ 
say they will a ttempt to blockade thi ~ 

week . 
On May 18 the Quad City Times car· 

ried a n editorial sta ting: "There need be 
no co n frontat ion involving the peace 
group because it has many avenues to 
peacefull y and publicly ma ke an expres­
sion o f belief. Besides, those walking in 
the na me o f peace certainly sho uld want 
to go a n extra mile to prese rve it. " The 
June 4th action has a lready done much to 
expose this kind of hypocrisy. Accord ing 
to these apologists , peace groups should 
go a n extra mile to preserve a " respo nsi­
ble" cl imate, while dai ly and hourly this 
mo nste r, A rsenal Isla nd, produces and 
t ransport s to every corner of the world 
the most grueso me wea po ns in mad 
preparat ions for world wa r. l I 

Sources for this a rt icle inducted : 
The. A rmy and Quad Cities USA. 
published for Rock Island A rsena l by 
Ma rco la Publishing Co., 1982; This is 
DA RCOM , published by Arm y Public 
A ff a irs Dep t. ; N uclear Weapons 
Dmabook. Vol. I: U.S. Nuclear Forces 
and Capabilities; mate ri a l released 
thro ugh the Freedom o t' Information 
Act; a nd int ervi ews with fo r mer 
employees a t AMCCO M. 
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F RA HARVEST OF 
DRAGONS 

"We, in our turn, must also understand the specific features and tasks of 
the new era. Let us not imitate those sorry Marxists of whom Marx said: 
'I have sown dragon's teeth and harvested fleas."' 

V.I. ~enin 

On the ''Crisis of Marxism'' 
and the Power of Marxislll ., 

~Now More than -Ever 

By Bob Avakian · 

An Essay Marking the IOOth Anniversary of Marx's Death 

1983 marked the one hundredth anniversary of the death of Karl Marx. Over this 
past century and more, Marxism has animated and aroused millions: P::ew can deny 
that the political landscape of the world today has been profoundly shaped by the 
struggles and revolutions Marxism has inspired . On the occasion,of this anniversary, 
Bob Avakian has written a landmark essay, For A Harvest Of Dragons. Avakian's 
previous books include a major study of the thought of Mao Tsetung and an analysis 
of the events leading up to and the significance of the 1976 coup in China. Here he 
guides the reader through a synoptic history of Marxism. 

Avakian begins by summarizing the theoretical revolution ushered in by Marx 's 
investigations - in the realms of philosophy, history, economic theory, and politics. 
He then proceeds to examine some of the controversies that have swirled around the 
course and development of Marx's thought, in particular the rela tion of Mar:x's early 
·writings to his mature work and the possible divergences between Marx and Engels. 
Turning next to the work of Lenin and Mao, Avakian argues that their theoretical in­
novations represent the most important enrichment of Marxism of the twentieth cen­
tury. Finally, in one of the most provocative sections of his survey, Avakian subjects 
Soviet Marxism to withering criticism. He analyzes several representative works by 
Soviet scholars and shows that their method, content, and outlook cut against and suf­
focate the revolutionary essence of Marxism . 

This essay appears at a time of a widely proclaimed "crisis of Marxism" - when 
the labor theory of value is under attack, when the applicability of Leninist forms of 
organization is subject to deep questioning, when the whole revolutionary experience 
of the 1960s is being reassessed, and when even the feasibility of socialism has been 
called into doubt. But Avakian's defense of Marxism is no mere liturgical reaffirma-

.· tion. He stresses that Marxism is a dynamic system, that it advances precisely in con­
nection with the new problems posed by developments in the world, and that there is 
both ~n invigorating Marxist tradition to uphold as well as a deadening "conventional 
wisdom" to renounce. Avakian argues powerfully for the contemporary relevance of 
Marxism. Indeed, For.A.Harvest Of Dragons is itself striking testimony to Marxism's 
continuing vitality. · 

() 

"In the final analysis, as Engels once expressed it, the proletariat must win its eman­
cipation on the battlefield. But there is not only the question of winning in this sense 
but of how we win in the largest sense. One of the significant if perhaps subtle and often 
little-noticed ways in which the enemy, even in defeat, seeks to exact revenge on the 
revolution and sow the seed of its future undoing is in what he would force the revolu­
tionaries to become in order to defeat him. It will come to this: we will have to face him 
in the trenches and defeat him amidst terrible destruction but we must not in the pro­
cess annihilate the fundamental difference between the enemy and ourselves. Here the 
example of Marx is illuminating: he repeatedly fought at close quarters with the 
ideologists and apologists of the .bourgeoisie but he never fought them on their terms or 
with their outlook; with Marx his method is as exhilara ting as his goal is inspiring. We 
must be able to maintain our firmness of principles but at the same time our flexibility, 
our materialism and our dialectics, our realism and our romanticism, our solemn sense 
of purpose and our sense of humor." 

. 153 pp. 

$6.95 Paperback 
$13.95 Cloth 
Include 75q: to cover postage 
RCP Publications 
P.O. Box 3486, Merchandise Mart 
Chicago, Illinois 60654 
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Psych War 
( ont1nucd lnHn page 5 
ha led to .. a sllmpening of the ideologi­
cal conj7ict wluch is not 011(1' growing by 
leaps and bounds, but ll'hich has burrow­
ed its ll'UY into rhe ve1:v fiber of our socie­
ty." As a result, he says, there exist "an 
ertraordi11arilv powerful explosive force, 
especialiy amon[!. 1101.mg people, that is at 
the disposal of actil'ities, off orces hostile 
to theswte. "(Stumper, 1981 , p. 29.) 

For p ychiarric expens attuned to such 
problems this phenomenon became acu te 
after the 1960s, when the .,.,a,·e of sludent 
and amiwar rebellion and awakened 
revolutionary upsurge swept West Ger­
many along wich much oft he world. New 
psychological "abnormalities" started 
cropping up among military recru its , in­
cluding :,uch things as "prorest against 
the authori1 y of father figures." 

A central concept hall emerged to illu­
minate the praciice of " defense psychia1-
ry." It is 1he so-called "phenomenon of 
panic." Brickcnslein defines "panic" as 
" rhe purposeless and inappropriate 
defensiveness of a collection of humans 
that hai·e degenerated into a mass. and 
which then emerges as a basis of a umfied 
response to actual or alleged threats 10 
their e.ristence. '·The defense psychia1 ris1 
Mikorey perceived such a pa1hological 
panic in the fligh1 of " the body of 
croops" when the "until-then suspended 
instinct for self-preservation asserts itself 
in explosive ways." The Wes! German 
Miniscry of Defense more sharply 
specified its concerns when it added tha1 
"panic" means "every ma11ifes1a1io11 of 
riolence hy a rabble. As 1he word implies, 
1his means 1he troops becoming a 'rabble' 
which, ins1ead of raging 011 against 1he 
enemy, directs itself againsf ifs own 
superior<;. ' · 

On the basis of thei r scientific in­
vestigat ions, the psychiatrists point our 
that a central problem wi th "panic" is 
that once it has broken o ut it is ext remely 
difficult to dam back up - a t some point 
it requires the use of naked violence to 
suppress. In their view therefore, the cru­
cial task of responsible medicine is to 
evolve the analytical tools to anticipate 
"quas i-pa ni c precond itions," and 
develop the necessary forms of preventa­
tive countermeasures, a nd guide the pre­
parations of the prewar period . In their 
jargon, this is called "panic prevention." 

According to panic-specialist Bricken­
stein, such early warning signs are "all 
manifestations of the dissolution o f mili­
tary discipline" which act as " summer 
lightning that foreshadows the hurricane 
bolts of panic.'' ''Mos f in danger of suc­
cumbing 10 panic, " he continues, "are 
above all demorali-:,ed, combat-weary 
troops, that are slipping from the grip of 
their leaders, and among whom in­
cidences of desertion, self-mutilation, 
simulation of sickness, and war neuroses 
are increasing by leaps and bounds .. .. '' 
Brickenstei n then lets the political essence 
of this whole problem out of the bag 
when he continues, "Chronic panic 
broke out above all in 1he lasf two years 
of 1he First World War among 1he 
comba1-weary troops of France, Ger-

many and Russia." And he adds that ex­
amples of such "chronic panic" in even 
today's world will most likely take such 
extreme forms as "insubordinations 
mutiny or revolutio n. " ' 

Applied to civi lia n popula tions, 'Er­
ternal characteris1ics of an impending 
0111break of panic" are described by 
Brickenstcin as "repeated wildcat sfrikes, 
collective irregularifies, i11s11bordina-
1ions, des1ruc1io11 of properly, ruthless 
persecution of 111inori1y opinions and vast 
11a11dal1s111 . .. For his co lleague Deussen, 
the precursors of •·panic" are "general­
ize? feelings of insecurity, lethargies, 
de teatism, dest ructive criticism a nd the 
era io n of self esteem." 

In short, an examination o f the theore­
tical framework guiding the present psy­
chia1ric war preparations makes it com­
pletely clear that the West German im­
perialists a rc acutely aware that they race 
not o nly the problem of getting soldie rs to 
fight a nd die, but a lso of preventing these 
soldier\ a nd the populati on a t large fro m 
going over from imperialist war to collec­
tive resistance, and even to revolutionary 
civi l war ! 

ldenlif}'ing the Panikper.wnen 

Being ext remely pract ical men, they d o 
no t rest long with evolving abst racted 
definitio ns; the purpose here i'> to bend 
the resources of psychia1ry to find reme­
dies for these dangers. The point here is 
no t simply to brand resisters as "sick in­
dividuals" and "psychopaths" bur to 
evolve the means or neutralizing 1hem. 

In the opinion of "defense psychia­
trists " the process of transforming mass­
es or people into a "critical mass" dan­
gerous to the system always req ui res the 
activit y of individuals, the so-cal led 
Panikperso11e11 (loosely translated as 
"panic mo ngerers"). Such people are 
seen as catalysts and bacilli of panic 
wit hin crisis situations. Their "modes of 
behavior" are such that (according to 
Brickenstein) they arc capable of mislead­
ing o ther people into "false act ivities." 

T wo ki nds of individuals emerge as 
prime candidates for the la bel of Panik­
personen. 

First (according to the work o f the emi­
nent Dr. Panse) are those "with im­
pul<;ive, emotionally 1111s1able personali­
fies, people whose everyday psychic and 
character strucfUres, and psychological 
superstructures suddenlv reveal their 
deficiencies, such as ~veaknesses of 
discipline or will, and even in1ellectual in­
ferio rities. "A panic mood, Brickenstein 
asserts, "alwaysflowsfrom 1he unstable, 
fearful soldiers, those with a tendenc y to 
capiwlate to neuro1ic reactions, ·and 
quick(v spreads ifsel.f like an infectious 
disease .fur1her and .further. · ' 

Trying to construct a model of how 
such "panic" develops, researchers like 
Brickenstein have come up with a theory 
that when human beings act as a mass, 
the level of collective intelligence drops 
below the level characterizing the indivi­
duals involved, so that the collective 
decision-making inherently sinks to the 
level of emotional impulses and rapidly 
loses the capacity for rational delibera­
tion. Under these conditions, the psychia­
trists warn over and over again , masses o f 

June 1, 1984-Revolutionary Worker-Page 13 

''!nsuffiziente VatertanrJs/iebe durc'7 friJhkilJd/ich 
fibidinose fraumata. 1' 

"Insufficient Fatherland-love arising from early childhood libidinal traumas. " 

people in crisis situa tions become ex­
tremely susceptible to indoct rina tion. 
Not only is this theory soaked with dis­
dain for the masses, a nd not only is it 
totally imbued wi th the t raditio nal dicho­
tomy reactionaries erect between ra tional 
thought and emotion, but " it actually 
assumes that marching off to nuclear war 
like lemmings is a pri me example o f this 
" rational" thought, while collect ively 
discussing the possibility of desertion and 
rebellion is a descent into themindlessemo­
tionalism of the rabble! 

Based in this bourgeois model of " mob 
psychology," it is natural that Bricken­
stein would conclude that those a lready 
predisposed to "emot iona l thought" are 
the naturally fert ile ground for the seed of 
panic - and that starting with them it is 
possible for " ideological or religious 
fanaticism" (Brickenstein) to quickly get 
the upper hand. This leads us to the sec­
ond crucial "type" of Panikpersonen: 

These are the individuals who are the 
carriers of " ideological or religious 
fanaticism," people with a long history 
of " pathological alienation" who can 
quickly come to play the role of " ring­
leaders:'' 

Where are these "carriers" going to 
come from? The following quote from 
the official publicatio ns series o f the 
Bavarian Medical Society is a remarkable 
example of bourgeois class analysis . A 
lead a rticle by Colonel a .D. H . Fink in­
forms the doctors as follows: 

''The first phases of an acf of aggres­
sion need not necessarily fall direc1ly on 
the actual front. It is there.fore 10 be ex­
pected wifh greaf likelihood that there 
will emerge internally -conduc1ed violent 
actions in connection with psychological 
warfare measures, which will aim at 
reducing the slate's capaci1y for defense 
or al spawning panic. The an1icipa1ed 
forces for this will be led and supported 

" Up! 

Down! 

Up! 

Down !" 

jrom the 01/fside. These can be subversive 
combat troops fhaf have been infil1rated 
infO the coun1ry earlier. 11 can be comba1 
froops that have been bui/1 in ourco11111rv 
as a 'fifth colu11111 ' of 1he enemv and 
which place a func1io11ing organi;mion 
and leadership at his disposal. In addi-
1ion, 1here ivill be an extreme~v high 
degree of likelihood f/1a1 the not insignifi­
cant, but al this point difficult 10 es1i-
111ate, numbers of anarchist fanatics, cifi­
-;.ens sy111pa1he1ic fO 1he ene11111, and 
i111migrams will form brigades oj a new, 
as yet undefined, milifarv 'sixth column' 
which could arise as forces 10 ivage a hid­
den struggle serving the ene111y . " 

Could there be a clearer example or the 
imperialist awareness that they race twin 
dangers of a war-time enemy and the in­
dependent specter of genuine revolution? 
On the one hand they have the possible 
"fifth column" of pro-Soviet forces 
transformed into sapper squads for the 
Warsaw Pact, and on the o ther hand they 
clearly fear an "as yet undefi ned" sixth 
column of the revolutionary masses 
within West Germany consciously seizing 
the conditions of extreme crisis to wage 
revolutionary civil war! 

_ Controlling the Paniksturm 

W-hat then are rhe practical plans being 
proposed by modern "defense psychia­
try"? 

First and foremost , " The elimination 
of the germ cells of panic," which is ex­
plained as " iso lacing Panikpersonen" 
and when possible, transferri ng such peo­
ple to individualized medical treatment. 
The use of the w(i)rd "elimina tion" here, 
especially given its lingering connotation 
in the German historical experience, im­
plies drastic medical treatment indeed. In 
times "pregnant with panic," Brickcn­
stein calls for the "abrupt, energeiic sup­
pressio n o f unfounded rumors" and 
beyond that the effective su ppression of 
all mass d iscussion .. Gatherings of people 
(including obviously anything resembling 
demonsrrations, teach-ins and rallies) are 
to be (as it is aromatically phrased) " led 
toward dispersal. " 

Part icular attention is to be paid to dis­
sipating !he energy o f any masses that 
seem to be led ''away from desired (slate) 
goals by a single panic center, by drawing 
these forces, 10 1he extent possible, into 
differenf and conflicting directions." In 
part icular, Brickenstein calls for "shift­
ing the direction in,. such a way that the 
Panikstunn breaks on the enemy." Simi­
lar plans are prepared for the "civi lian" 
sphere: here the " Psychological Warfare 
Units" of the West German Army (the 
so-called PSV) have been developing 
ways of mak ing military use o f sections 
o f the people that have precipitated 
" panic." " It is possible 10 prevent, or 
certainly refard the advance of an enemy 
simply by sending one's own pop11la1ion 
streaming in his direction in refugee­
/error - for example by announcing im-
111inen1 nuclear s1rikes againsf given 
regions"(l,.ossman, 1982, p. 1970). Spe­
cial civilian "gachering poi nts" arc also 
to be erected where material a id (food, 
medicine, shelter, etc.) a re to be com-

Cont i nucd on page 14 
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Psych War 
Conti nued from page 13 
bined with "terse, unmistakable and fi rm 
di rections given by leaders and appointed 
sub-leaders." In thi way, people are to 
be directed toward ' ' useful, mechanical" 
taskl>. 

As has already been stressed, " panic" 
is 10 be opposed by all available means. 
Already in 1962 the directives of the West 
German Defense Ministry on the topic of 
"panic prevention" openly discussed the 
purpose of using fi rearms againsc desert­
ing soldiers and ·•panicked civilians" : 
"Everything depends upon findin?, an 
emergenc~v brake! . . . In such emergency 
situations the use of weapons is not to be 
ignored as a possibility. " "Here the ques­
lion to consider is the following: unused 
weapons often cause a more mystifying 
and there/ore more eff ective impact than 
those used 100 early . As long as those 
s1a11ding in opposition to conditions of 
panicked excitement have not yet shot, 
each individual must f eel fear that he, 
meaning he as an individual, might well 
get the bullet. Once warning shots, 
dispersal shots, or carefully aimed shots 
are f ired , tha t spell is broken." 
(BuMidVtg. 1962, p. 37). Taken as a 
whole the a<;<;umpcion of official bodies, 
and their various "defense psychiatrists, " 
is that under condi tions of imminenc nu­
clear war, internal unrest will inevi tably 
increase in intensicy, and can on ly 
ult imately be contained wi th the use of 
the most brutal, naked use of the bour­
geois stace's dictatorial power. Based on 
those assumptio ns, !heir drawing boards 
in these relacively cranquil cimes arc now 
being used to develop and propagace their 

Activist 
Con1i11ucd from page 7 
Salvadoran applicants. While Hal Boldin 
of the INS's Ha rlingen office arrogancly 
declared 1hat his office has given asylum 
to no Salvadora n applicants for che lase 
two years and has actually a rresced most 
who apply, the ocher di rectors spoke of 
similar scacistics on an even larger scale. 

Merkc and ot hers, parc icularly Brenda 
Sa nchez, spoke passiona1ely of the 
persecut ion and cerror unleashed in El 
Salvador. Brenda Sanchez spoke of her 
school days in San Salvador: of the rime 
she was caugh1 in a crossfi re while waicing 
for a bus; of crying co escape shoocing in 
the scree! by hiding in a garage, only co see 
the ga rage blown apart by a 1ank ; of be­
ing on a bus when the bodies of men in 
front o f her were sha11ered by the guns of 
dea1h squads, covering her wic h cheir 
blood , while soldiers warned her chat 
" noching had happened"; of seeing a 
pregnant fr iend of hers hacked to pieces 
by the bayonets of the Na1 ional Guard . 

Bue the good Judge Vela inconed, and 
Prosecucor Guerra emphatically agreed, 
1hat a ll the " emotionalism" surrounding 
1he cria l had 10 be puc aside, and the cold 
faces eva luated. While Merkt 's defense 
had repeacedly driven home cheir con cen­
t ion 1ha1 "by any s1andard, these people 
are bo na fide political refugees," Vela in­
structed the jury to disregard every1hing 
excepc for 1he definit ion of the charge of 
" transport ing illegal aliens." 

The jury took longer in reaching ics 
verdicl than any in !he hiscory of the 
federa l district in Brownsville, but a con­
viction was obtained . In the face of che 
convic1ion and pocent ia lly st iff penalty, 
Merkl and others remained unbowed. 
When asked if she would 1ry to soften her 
stand when she faces Vela for sencencing, 
Merkl replied, " On my word, no ! I have 
bro ken no law. I will con1inue co say cha t 
to my death, I can't retract that ever." 
Fitzpatrick said that he and others would 
see that che sanctuary house in San Benito 
will remain open . Af1er her sentencing 
Merk t will probably appeal her convic­
tion , and the case o f anot her layworker in 
the Casa Oscar Romero is also coming to 
court soon. INS officials in che Rio 
Grande Valley have inti maced they expect 
more such cases to be brought to court in 
the corning mo nths, and Dan Hedges, the 
U.S. A1to rney in Houscon, expressed his 
hope that Merkt's convict ion will "warn 
those involved in the sanctuary move­
ment not to expect preferential treat­
ment. " Hedges concinued wi th this 
weighty observation : " If we trea1ed 
church people different from those who 

plans. 
In 1976, W. Siedschlag, the National 

Director for che Academy of Civil 
Defense, pointed out that giant demon­
strations, political disturbances and anti­
terrorist maneuvers should be approach­
ed as training grounds for later, more ex­
tensive crises. In an article in Der Polizei 
he wroce: " Many measures that are used 
for counteracting terrorism, can also 
serve well in times of tension and national 
defense to preserve the public security. 
. .. They should be approached with zeal 
so that any f uture crises do not become 
our undoing, simply because we over­
looked necessary preparations which 
could ensure their favorable resolution. " 

Such suggestions have already been put 
into practice at numerous levels. In recent 
years, the Federal Border Troops have 
been refined as an elite incernal security 
force , built up to 3,000 men and so scruc­
tured as 10 be able to undergo a rapid ex­
pansion to 10,000. Among their officia l 
tasks: " participation in the evacuacion 
and blocking off of areas." They are 
charged with direction of the now of 
movement among the people during 
catastrophe, the use of force 10 keep 
milicary arleries clear and the fight 
againsc "!error and sabotage-troops as 
well as any other armed and unlaw ful 
gacherings." II is well known in Wes! 
Germany that chese croops used che mass­
ive demonstrations of lase fa ll as dress 
rehearsals for fu cure sweeping police ac­
tions, tescing mass incarceration cech­
niques and even inaugura ting their 
spanking-new, nuke-proof underground 
cornbinacion of cornmand-bu nker-and­
prison outside Bonn . 

In addition, there is excensive docu­
rnencac ion thac arrested demonscrators 
have been syscernacically subjecced to in-

smuggle aliens for money, chen we would 
be guil ty of violating the separacion of 
church and scate. " 

Bue the unrepencanc defiance of Stacey 
Merkt and others, and cheir avowed 
determination to concinue providing 

depth " psychological profiles," to ana­
lyze che character structures of such 
potential Panikpersonen and provide 
material for evoJving psychia tric tech­
niques for " individualized medical atten­
tion" under conditions of war and revo­
lution. Such reports run into the dozens 
of pages, containing such choice observa­
tions as the following, taken from a 
report on a draft resister who refused to 
wear uniforms, answer orders, eat or 
even drink while in their hands: 

"At the time he was admitted into the 
hospital, he was clearly conscious of his 
surroundings, and showed every sign of 
being fully oriented. He revealed himself 
to be both willing and capable of holding 
discussions and showed himself in the 
course of conversalion to have a good, 
average intelligence, expressed himself 
thoughtfully, in a language which was 
ordered in both f orm and content . . .. His 
entire thinking occupied itself, without 
exception, with his personal global con­
cepts and points of view, and in that sense 
his fixation with his idea-world was 
highly developed to such a degree that his 
relationship with reality was visibly dis­
turbed. The intensit v with 11•hich he pur­
sued his romantic, idealized thoughts 
had reached a poinl whece a grandiose 
fanaticism dominated and revealed itse(f 
f ully in his willingness to defend his ideas 
even at the point of self-destruction. 
There is no evidence at all of any feelings 
of sickness on his part, and certainly no 
conscious recognition of his illness. " 

Truly the hypocrisy of these people is 
remarkable! First, soldiers and civilians 
who act to preserve themselves in the face 
of nuclear war a re labeled "sick" and 
dangerous to society. And chen, on the 
ocher hand, a committed opponent of 

whac help chey can co refugees driven 
from Centra l America, jusc may prove to 
be difficuh for che champions of " no 
preferential treatrnenc " 10 concain. l J 

war is labeled "sick" when he disregards 
self-preservation and risks his life in an 
ac1 of dogged noncooperation ! The only 
link between the two verdicts of "mental­
ly sick" is that "sick" is, by defini tion, 
whatever contradicts the interests of the 
imperialist war efforc. Truly a part isan 
science, this psychiatry. 

DULCE ET DECORUM 
PRO PATRIA MORI!* 

Bertolt Brecht wrote a relevant couplet 
in his work Fear and Misery in the Third 
Reich. It wenc: 

And here come the honored men of 
medicine · 

Those willing servancs of the slate. 

This whole article certainly supports chis 
observation. 

But in anot her wa;1 it also shows that in 
the medical field, as in every sphere, 
things are not monolithic. In fact, mosc 
o f the material for th is story comes from 
a documentat ion undertaken by radical 
Wesc German psychiatriscs - 1he "Mili­
tary Psychiacry Working Group" of the 
"German Society for Socia l Psychiatry." 
It seems 1hat the increasingly naked 
prepara1ions of the imperialiscs for war 
are prodding people inco pro1es1 and 
poli tical life, and crea ting "mental 
health" problems for imperia lism, even 
among psychia1 ris1s. These radical doc­
cors have performed an extremely useful 
!ask by placing such rich informac ion 
broadly ac the disposal o f laymen outside 
1heir field; or, as they put it , congue in 
cheek: " PAN IKPE RSONEN and Path­
ologically Alienaied of the World -
Unice!" 
' " Ho" '"~~I and lwnurahk i i j, Ill dk Jnr ~ our 
,.:nu nir~ ~ .. 

= 
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S.F. May Day Charges Reinstated After Three Years 

Eighteen f\tay Day '81 defendan1s were 
ordered to appear in Superior Court in 
San Francisco several weeks after this 
vear's successful May Firs1 celebration. 
Variou misdemeanor charges ranging 
from tre pass to assault on a police of­
ficer were reinstated on the defendants. A 
case lhat is over three years old and had 
been thrown out of court once is now be­
ing s1oked up all over again . 

District AtlOrney Jim Costello, who 
has prosecu1ed other cases involving 
RCP supporters in San Francisco, and 
Judge Meeks have made it clear in carry­
ing out some pretrial maneuvers tha1 this 
case will be a continuation and an inten­
sification of the government 's strategic 
plan to brand the RCP with the tag of 
"violence prone" by getting convictions 

A Blatant Resurrection 
in ridiculous railroads. The governmenl 
also appears to be bending every effort to 
lime the trial lo coincide with the 
Democratic Convention in San Fran­
dsco, as part of the latest efforts o f the 
local police and media in auempting to 
"distance" the RCP from other pro­
gressive forces. 

A new stench became evident in the in­
itial hearing when Judge Meeks spoke in 
a carefully dry and sardonic voice. He in­
structed defense attorneys to make sure 
that their clients appear in his court at the 
next scheduled date and that when they 
do, to "bring their immigration attorneys 
with them." A threat of deportation for 
any of the 18 defendants, who may or 
may not be in such a position, reveals the 
seriousness and viciousness with which 

this case is being approached. Attorneys 
for the defendants plan to file a motion 
for dismissal June 8th. 

During other pretrial maneuvers the 
district attorney openly admitted what 
has been quite clear in the ongoing at­
tacks on the party: that he is not ultimate­
ly in charge of this case. " People upsta irs 
will review the lis t of defendants," he 
allowed, and after a review of the arrest 
records of the defendants since 1981, a 
determination will be made -
"upstairs," no doubt - as to who will or 
will not stand trial. 

The foul odor emanating from the 
court, as well as the speed with which these 
charges are being resurrected have to be 
seen in light of the overall scene in San 
Francisco as it prepares for the conven-

tion. It is undoubtedly the case that the 
stoking up of another trial, with depor­
ta tion threats being thrown around, is 
connected to the overall activity of the 
political police responsible for working on 

·the convention. The specter of a trial at 
convent ion time aimed at creating public 
opinion against political opposition tha1 is 
decidedly not channeled into lhe elec1oral 
process; the opportunity to .spread more 
disinformation about the RCP, get more 
convictions, and furth(jr strengthen the 
state's " distancing" program have all 
clearly contributed to the state's embark­
ing on another trip on their outrageous 
railroad. [ I 
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