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Declaration By The Politbureau
Of The Central Commitiee Of
The Communist Party of
Turkey/Marxist-Leninist

The international communist movement is experiencing a difficult phase. With the
t{etrayal by the Communist Party of China and the Albanian Party of Labour, a
situation of confusion and disorganization developed within the ranks of the interna-
tional Marxist-Leninists, and for years they were unable to sufficiently meet head-on
[I}e wild and thoroughly reactionary attacks of the bourgeoisie. The organizational
disarray among the Marxist-Leninist parties and organizations, the difficulty these
forces had rallying their strengths, their weaknesses in finding a way out of these dif-
ficulties, all give indications of how the first necessary steps need to be taken. It is im-
possible to be successful if one confines the struggle against the bourgeoisie within
the borders of one country and does not link it with the struggles in other countries,
and draw even further strength from that linkage. Today the proletariat and oppress-
ed peoples in the individual countries find themselves facing a unified international
bourgeoisie. It is impossible to defeat a unified enemy without building the interna-
tionalist unity, solidarity and the unity-in-struggle of your own forces. When Lenin
alluded to the role of international solidarity of the proletariat in the success of the
October Revolution, he meant these things.

The Second International Conference of Marxist-Leninist Parties and Organisa-
tions has, through its decisions, achieved the first advances toward building that
revolutionary international whose absence has been so sorely felt. A standing com-
mittee was built; the publication of a central journal is a correct decision which
strengthens the movement and advances it. It will serve to coordinate the discussion
within the movement over different points of view, to gather up, develop and broad-
ly popularize experiences in order to be a weapon in the struggle against the attacks of
the bourgeoisie, to strengthen the ideological and political basis upon which the

Marxist-Leninist movement can build itself, to knit and develop its unity'still more
firmly. 1

Looking back at the existing dividing lines, it becomes clear that that unity achieved
by the conference is a developed unity which should not be underestimated. While
this unity was being forged, the decision to lay differences of opinion on the table and
to discuss them reveals that this unity was a serious thing that differentiated itself
from contentless, posturing unities and which had the courage to take up differences
openly and discuss them. This unity will develop through the exposition and discus-
sion of political views and will gain strength. :

Working People, Comrades,

The Politbureau confirms and supports this unity which has arisen on the basis of
the revolutionary heritage of Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin and Mao Tsetung. Our
revolutionary struggle will gain even more strength through such unity. Let us
strengthen the unity and struggle of the international communist movement with all
our efforts! Propagate it widely and support the fundraising campaign!

Let us shout the common slogans together so that our powerful voices envelop the
world!

Long live the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement, which unites itself
around the lofty goal!

LONG LIVE PROLETARIAN INTERNATIONALISM!

LONG LIVE THE RED PATH OF MARX, ENGELS, LENIN, STALIN, AND

MAO TSETUNG!
(Translated from German by the RW)

The participating organizations of the
Revolutionary Internationalist Movement are:

Central Reorganisation Committee, Communist Party of India (Marxist-Leninist)
Ceylon Communist Party
Communist Collective of Agit/Prop [ltaly|
Communist Parly of Colombia (Marxist- Leninist) Mao Tsetung Regional Committee
Communist Party of Peru
Communist Party of Turkey/Marxist-Leninist
Haitian International Revolutionary Group
Nepal Communist Party (Mashal)
New Zealand Red Flag Group
Nottingham and Stockport Communist Groups |Britain|
Proletarian Party of Purba Bangla [Bangladesh]|
Revolutionary Communist Group of Colombia
Revolutionary Communist Party, India
Revolutionary Communist Party, USA
Revolutionary Communist Union [Dominican Republic]
Union of Iranian Communists (Sarbedaran)
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One hundred and sixty miles west of
Chicago there is a scenic 3-1/2 square-
mile island in the middle of the Mississip-
pi River. On an ordinary day one can find
tourists snapping pictures of this historic
site, with its tree-lined main street flanked
on either side by hundred-year-old stone
buildings. Favorite sights, among others,
include Fort Armstrong, built in 1816 on
this island in order to drive the Sac-Fox
Indian people from an area they con-
sidered sacred; there is also the Con-
federate cemetery, containing the graves
of more than 1900 prisoners of war who
died while held captive. This vintage
scene is complemented by joggers allow-
ed to use the island’s running paths and
bicyclists peddling over one of the three
bridges which are owned by the U.S. Ar-
my. ..allowed, that is,.as long as the
cyclists and joggers steer clear of those
“off limits™ portions of the island. Also
coming over the bridge every morning are
nearly 9,000 people who work here, com-
muting much as if they were working for
one of the big farm-machinery plants in
this area. They're not. They’re working
for the Army’s Rock Island Arsenal.

The quiet routine will be broken on
Monday, June 4 as antiwar demonstra-
tors carry out nonviolent, mobile
blockades to shut the Arsenal down.
““The time and place to fight arms is here
and now, '’ states a letter by members of
Project Disarm. “*We believe that a more
serious peace effort must be undertaken
than heretofore to end the continuous
build-up and distribution of arms since
World War 11, which has made the world
anarmed camp. . . Rock Island Arsenal is
in the midst of this murderous arms
race.”’

““The Arsenal’ is more than just the
home of the Army’s largest armament
and munitions manufacturing plant,
which ships 40% of its machine guns, ar-
tillery and howitzers to repressive

U.S.-backed regimes such as El Salvador,
Lebanon, Jordan, Saudi Arabia and the
Philippines. It is more than a huge strate-
gic arms factory employing 3000, and
now in the midst of a multimillion dollar
modernization program called ‘‘Project

Rearm.’" This, official literature assures
us, will ‘“‘ensure the Arsenal’s ability to
produce military hardware in an
emergency while private industry con-
verts to military needs.”” An even more
critical and murderous aspect of
““Arsenal Island”’ is its role as headquar-
ters of the U.S. Army’s Armament,
Munitions and Chemical Command
(AMCCOM). This is the Army wing
which manages all the inventory,
assembly and transport of the nuclear
and chemical weapons’ stockpile,
prepares for the emergency airlift of these
weapons, and keeps the computer
records on the Army’s — and probably
the entire U.S.’s — nuclear arsenal. Hid-
den behind the stately Civil War-era land-
marks is a vast array of computers, highly
complex communications equipment and
5000 personnel managing the procure-
ment and transfer across the globe of
U.S. imperialism’s ghastly instruments of
mass annihilation.

Overseer
One measure of AMCCOM's impor-
tance is its overall annual budget — $9

billion. In addition to the Rock Island
Arsenal, AMCCOM'’s headquarters
manages an incredible array of the
Army’s conventional, nuclear and
chemical research and production sites:
47 installations in 26 states with a com-
bined workforce of 40,000.

Arsenal Island manages such monsters
as the Tooele Army Depot in Utah, where
over one million gallons of agent GB nerve
gas are stored, Pine Bluff Arsenal in
Arkansas and Rocky Mountain Arsenal
near Denver, where these chemcial
weapons were produced. [t oversees the
Seneca Army Depot in Seneca, N.Y.,
which is said to be projected as a storage
site of the neutron bomb and most likely
the Pershing IT missile (which is an Army
weapon); Watervliet Arsenal near Albany,
N.Y.; twenty-nine other ammunition
plants; the Aberdeen Proving Grounds,
Maryland; the Army’s research labs in
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Rock Island: Arsenal In The Mississippi Mud

Dover, N.Y. — these are all under the
command of HQ,AMCCOM.,

In addition this place oversees 285 con-
tractors in private industry. The
notorious Martin-Marietta Corp. in
Orlando, Florida, prime contractor of
the Pershing Il and site of the recent
Plowshares VIII action; Sperry-Univacin
St. Paul, Minnesota, where guidance
systems for the cruise missile are produc-
ed and scene of the Minneapolis
Women’s Camp for Peace and Justice;
Morton Thiokol (formerly Morton Salt)
which produces propulsion systems and
operates three munitions plants, site of
the recent action by Chicago Life Com-
munity — some or all of the contracts by
these private companies are overseen by
the headquarters of AMCCOM on
Arsenal Island.

The stated mission of Headquarters,
AMCCOM is to ‘“*Maintain a manage-
ment overview of the initiation and
transfer of assigned systems through the
various aspects of development,
engineering, procurement, production,
engineering in support of production,
‘product assurance, supply, maintenance,
configuration control, deployment
readiness, product improvement, and
final disposition.”” This cold militarese
should send a chill down the spine of all
but Dr. Strangelove. This place is the
brains, the Army nerve center, which
oversees all these far-flung manufactur-
ing sites, brings it all together, assembles
it, stores it, and, when the imperialists are
good and ready — will deliver it for
battlefield use. ‘“‘Assigned systems’’ here
refers to nuclear, as well as nonnuclear,
weapons, nerve gas and other chemical
‘‘items,”’ and thousands of other
weapons, munitions, parts, tools, etc.
*“The final disposition’’ of these weapons
will be not only delivery to the U.S. Army
but to U.S.-backed regimes in other
countries, and in many cases to all bran-
ches of the U.S. military.

Pershing 11

AMCCOM also has responsibility for
contracting for the Pershing 11 and prob-
ably the cruise missile, although it won’t
publicly admit it. An Army public affairs
brochure states that AMCCOM ‘‘pro-

vides systems and components to support
the tanks, aircraft, and missiles managed
by other DARCOM commands’’ (an um-
brella for Army logistics.agencies). Since
the Pershing II is under Army jurisdic-
tion, AMCCOM provides the systems
and components for its construction. As
for the Tomahawk cruise missile, this is
employed by several branches of the
military. But AMCCOM is probably also
responsible for it under something called

- Single Manager System, in which it pro-

cures, produces, supplies and maintains
conventional weapons for all U.S. forces.

Material obtained under the Freedom
of Information Act by antinuclear ac-
tivists in the local Quad Cities (cities
around the Davenport, lowa area)
reveals AMCCOM has a Chemical and
Nuclear Division located in a building on
the island. Among its duties:

““‘Maintain(s) computer records on the
status of the nuclear weapons stock-
pile...."" or to all land-based nuclear
weapons. The Department of Energy
(DOE) has responsibility for producing
nuclear weapons and it could very well be
that the Army is assigned responsibility,
delegated to AMCCOM, to maintain
computer records on the entire U.S.
stockpile.

Further proof of this is AMCCOM’s
responsibility to “‘Initiate(s) action to up-
date Military Airlift Command Plan
9411, ‘Emergency Movement of Nuclear
Weapons,' and execute when directed.”
In other words they are responsible for
delivering nuclear weapons from existing
stockpiles for use in the event of war.
They also provide information to other
agencies concerning the status of this
nuclear stockpile.

Another job: ‘‘coordinate custody
transfer, accountability, and direct
assembly action of nuclear weapons
material.”” AMCCOM keeps track of the
movement of nuclear weapons material,
but in addition, AMCCOM directs the
actual final assembly of these nuclear
weapons, i.e., while the Department of
Energy actually produces them, AMC-
COM is probably responsible for the
placement of them into the delivery
systems.

Continued on page 11





















Page 10— Revolutionary Worker—June 1, 1984

Rebellion in Haiti

Continued from page |
talking about the four-legged type —
were destroyed several years ago, sup-
posedly because they were carriers of
swine flu. Since then a new breed of pig
from the U.S. has been imported —
which eats, of course, only rarified and
expensive U.S. pig feed.) The thought of
expensive food going to feed the pigs,
while children die of starvation and peo-
ple are forced to eat grass and dogs, was
too much to bear — along with the fact
that food from CARE warehouses,
which was supposed to be distributed free
of charge, was being sold. It’s estimated
that 25,000 came into the streets here,
too, chanting *“‘Down with misery, down
with dictatorship!™

Again, food warehouses were broken
into, and Jean Claude’s emissary sent to
Cap ‘Haitien again promised food in
return for free labor in various govern-

mental projects. Repression was especial-
ly swift and brutal here, with police firing
into crowds and killing at least three (ac-
cording to the bourgeois press) and pro-
bably dozens (according to those who
had talked to people in Haiti). In another
part of Cap Haitien, government troops
sealed off several blocks and fired ran-
domly into the area. This neighborhood
may have been La Fossette, a slum area
where the masses are particularly hostile
to the police, and which, an earlier news
report said, troops tried but were unable
to enter. Alltold, those killed or wounded
likely number into the hundreds.

Mass actions have also been reported
in the cities of Grand Riviére, Petit Godve
and in Les Cayes, the scene of a possible
looting of a bank, although specific
details are not known at this time.

Reports in the U.S. bourgeois press
have made light of the rebellions so far,

giving them only scarce attention. The
media has also tried to cover up the
political content of the Gonaives and Cap
Haitien rebellions (the others haven’t
even been reported yet) by labeling them
‘‘foodriots.”” The hunger of the people s
indeed of massive proportions, the great
poverty intensified by a recent drought —
as indicated by the fact that dogs are be-

ing killed and eaten, which are not nor-

mally considered edible food in Haiti —
and food warehouses and supermarkets
were some of the targets of the people’s
fury. In Gonaives the masses discovered
two locations where the government was
hiding food — some of it rotten with age
— and distributed among themselves
what was usable. However, the Duvalier
regime and its political and military
representatives were repeatedly hit, both
in slogans and concrete action, and
targeted as the fundamental source of this
misery.

In an effort to intimidate any in Port-
au-Prince who may be moved to follow
the examples of Gonaives and Cap

Haitien, government troops have been
conducting military exercises in the
streets. A press release from an ad hoc
Haitian group in the U.S., the May 23rd
Committee Against Repression in Haiti,
also claimed that Jean Claude had re-
quested ‘‘tactical support’’ from the U.S.
— i.e., the Marings. The Haitian am-
bassador to the U.S. reportedly has been
recalled to Haiti for talks, and the wires
linking the U.S. ambassador in Hailti to
Washington undoubtedly have been
glowing with furious consultation.

There are rumors that changes in the
government may be announced soon —
and indeed the top officials in Gonaives,
from the local Ton Ton Macoute head to
the mayor, have already been fired.

But no matter what may be the
machinations of the bdurgeoisie, it is the
events of Gonaives and Cap Haitien and
the other cities — the most significant and
massive outbreaks since the outset of the
Duvalier dynasty — that are exhilarating
portents of the future. 0

Political Rip Van Winkles

Continued from page 9

armed forces on short notice, Carter also
announced in the same address that he
was calling on Congress to institute draft
registration. Secretary of Defense Brown
went on to call for the registration of both
men and women, Congress swiftly passed
the legislation, and actual registration
began on July 21, 1980 (although the
Supreme Court knocked women out of
the registration).

Behind the scenes, Carter also began
all the basic research on ‘‘Star Wars”’
technology. In May 1978, Carter signed
PD-37 calling for “‘activities in support of
the right of self-defense, thereby
strengthening national security, the
deterrents of attack, and arms control
agreements.”’ The Directive was a call for
intensified efforts on antisatellite and
other space weapons, then, as now, pic-
tured as ‘‘defensive’’ weapons. To
facilitate this, Carter broke off negotia-
tions with the Soviet Union on an anti-
satellite (ASAT) weapons treaty. Work
had also begun at the Lawrence Liver-
more Lab and elsewhere on such space-
based antiballistic missile weapons as the
X-ray laser. Aviation Week & Space
Technology reported on February 28,
1981, that a successful test of an X-ray
laser had been concluded. (One month,
need we add, after the Reagan inaugura-
tion.)

In 1980, Carter also leaked to A W &
ST the existence of the ““‘Stealth Bomber”’
which was to be more sophisticated than
the B-1 in evading detection by the
Soviets.

As one might expect from this
catalogue of events, a major increase in
the military budget was required — and
in fact Carter provided it. The Carter
military budget request for fiscal year
1980 was up 3.3% in real dollars (a much
higher percentage in current dollars).
This inevitably brought angry complaints
that the administration was emphasizing
military spending over human need. But,
as Carter remarked, ‘“Who said
everything in life is fair?”’

Yes, some will say, Carter did all these
things, but at least he didn’t have the
open belligerency and rabid calls for an
anti-Soviet crusade that have characteriz-
ed the Reagan administration. Well we
might agree that the level of open
jingoism has increased since 1980. But
this 1s much more the result of the global
heightening of interimperialist contradic-
tions than the result of which imperialist
turkey happens to be nesting in the White
House at the moment. And before we
leave the subject, let us not forget that
Jimmy Carter wasn’t exactly a slouch
when it came to anti-Soviet campaigns
and saber rattling. First let us recall the
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alarms sounded by Carter in announcing
that a brigade of Soviet combat troops
had been ‘‘discovered’’ in Cuba (they had
been there almost 20 years). And it was
the Carter administration that made the
first charges of Soviet “‘yellow rain’’ in
Laos. The whole thrust of Carter’s
“diplomacy’’ was organized around
“‘human rights,’” a code word for attack-
ing Soviet client regimes around the
world while turning the blind eye to the
collection of goons and thugs in the U.S.
stable.

Iran

With Iran and Afghanistan, the
rhetoric of the'Carter administration hit
all-time lows. Only those who were truly
asleep can have forgotten the day-in and
day-out din of bellringing, flagwaving
national chauvinism over the hostages in
Iran which was designed to provide the
right atmosphere for the implementation
of the Carter Doctrine. And again it was
during the Carter years that the Soviet in-
vasion of Afghanistan was used as the ra-
tionale for tearing up the Salt Il treaty
and for the boycott of the Olympic
Games in Moscow.

In the 1980 elections Carter was
prepared to continue and intensify the ef-
forts he had begun. But the changed
necessities of U.S. imperialism now re-

RCP

quired a different image at the helm than
that which Carter so admirably suited in
1976. The same Ronald Reagan, whose
1976 presidential bid had been summarily
dismissed by the ruling class, was now the
man of the hour. The basic decision hav-
ing already been made, the elections
would now be utilized as usual to
mobilize public opinion behind them and
sanctify them as ‘‘the people’s choice’’ —
a process that could hardly fail since both
candidates were running on a platform of
“‘rebuild America’s defenses.”’

By this fall, however, our political Rip
Van Winkles will not only have learned
no history, they will have cast aside the
last of their own pitiful pretentions about
“‘mass independent politics’’ to line up
for Fritz Mondale — the man who was at
each meeting of the National Security
Council, seated at President Carter’s
elbow, Ol
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Recently, the ‘“‘Peters Map,”’ a new
map projection of the world, was
published for the first time in the United
States (by Friendship Press, the
publishing arm of the National Council
of Churches). The map was created by
West German historian Arno Peters, and
said by him to sharply reduce the
“‘eurocentric’” distortions of the Mer-
cator projection, the common world map
for four hundred years.

Thedistortions of the Mercator projec-
tion stem from its placement of the
equator. In any flat map, land mass ap-
pears distorted and enlarged the farther
one moves from the equator. And since
Gerardus Mercator placed the equator
well below the actual center of the projec-
tion, the northern hemisphere appears
significantly larger than the southern,
therefore effectively inflating the size of
the imperialist countries, all of which (ex-
cept Australia) are well to the north. (In
this country, projections commonly
enhance this effect further by placing the
U.S. in the exact center of the world.)

The result is that, in the Mercator map,
Europe (including European Russia) ap-
pears larger than all of South America,
whereas in reality it is only half as large.
As a whole, the imperialist countries of
the U.S., Canada, Europe, Greenland,
and the Soviet Union together comprise
about 18.9 million square miles, but ap-
pear overwhelmingly larger than the rest
of the planet’s land mass, which is in ac-
tuality 38.6 million square miles, about
twice as large.

The ‘‘Peters Map’’ was the object of
sharp debate when it was published in
Europe (it has sold about eight million
copies around the world). *‘I see the main
reason for this,’’ said Peters, “‘in that the
struggle for or against my projection is in
reality not for a world map but for a
world picture.”’ []
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Eurocentrism and Zero Latitude
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Arsenal

Continued from page 3

Further, the chemical branch of the
Arsenal Island headquarters has overall
responsibility for all Army research into
chemcial warfare weapons (although the
research is not done on the island itself).
On at least one occasion the Command
has circulated a step-by-step description
for making nerve gas components to
chemcial manufacturers interested in
helping produce the Big Eye nerve-gas
bomb. The Big Eye weapons system uses
a gas that attacks the central nervous
system and, unlike gas used in previous
wars, can be shot froma 155mm shell and
exploded in an air burst in order to con-
taminate a much wider area. At present,
AMCCOM maintains a contract with
Uniroyal for the storage of chemical
components of this type.

And this is just the Chemical and
Nuclear Division. Freedom of Informa-
tion matenial also reveals that another
island building houses a separate Nuclear
Munitions/Chemical Materiél Division
and that, elsewhere, is the Large Cali-
ber/Nuclear Engineering Division.

““The Army and Quad-Cities USA’’
provides more information. It lists
numerous ‘‘directorates’’ or major of-
fices and activities of AMCCOM. These
include:

The Weapons Systems Management
Directorate. This innocent little group
has the job of coordinating all the
development and research ideas of the
various military think tanks, and other
institutions, and putting this together
with the weapons needs of the services,
foreign governments, and whoever else is
in the market for the products of
America’s gigantic death machine.
(These various institutions of mass
violence are described in the Arsenal’s
military. doublespeak as ‘‘the user com-
munity.’’) Incidentally, the official
pamphlet also reveals that through this
Directorate, the Arsenal is one major
conduit to the war machine for research
done at U.S. colleges and universities.

Then there is the International Logistics
Directorate, which makes sure foreign
clients of the U.S. are supplied with
weapons, ammunition, spare parts, tool
sets, technical data, maintenance —
everything, in short, a good flunkey neo-
colonial government needs to keep its
killing apparatus in working order.

And international repression and wars
on behalf of U.S. imperialist interests is
not the end of this tale. Something called
the Program Analysis and Evaluation
Directorate is, it seems, nothing less than a
counterinsurgency command post. Its of-
ficial job description: “‘the preparation
and maintenance of contingency, civil dis-

turbance, disaster control, mobilization
and war emergency plans.’’ For this pur-
pose the Army maintains a data repository
in an underground cavern at Atchison,
Kansas. Supervision of these records is the
responsibility of HQ,AMCCOM and this
information is readily available to them.
Arsenal Island oversees studies of systems
and programs to see how best to respond to
a major urban rebellion, mass maobiliza-
tion for war, martial law, etc.

Then, of course, Arsenal Island also is
home to the Arsenal itself, largest in the
U.S. The Arsenal has gained a worldwide
reputation for technical *‘excellence’ in
producing ways to kill people. It gears
production towards prototypes for new
weapons and spare parts critical to the
functioning of existing ones. Gun-
mounts for tanks, recoil mechanisms for
artillery pieces, aircraft weapons sub-
systems, and machine guns are some of
its specialties. A real big favorite produc-
ed by the Arsenal these days is the 155mm
howitzer (M 198), which is capable of fir-
ing nuclear artillery shells. The 155mm
and also the 203mm are currently high on
the orders list of not only the U.S. Army
and Marines, but also officially non-
nuclear countries such as Pakistan,
Thailand, Saudi Arabia, Australia,
Lebanon and Ecuador. At last count
orders were two years backlogged.

The whole of this deadly, computer-

ized quartermaster for the U.S. wai
machineis accessed by only three bridges
it is these bridges which demonstrators
say they will attempt to blockade thi:
week.

On May 18 the Quad City Times car-
ried an editorial stating: *‘There need be
no confrontation involving the peace
group because it has many avenues (o
peacefully and publicly make an expres-
sion of belief. Besides, those walking in
the name of peace certainly should want
to go an extra mile to preserve it."" The
June 4th action has already done much to
expose this kind of hypocrisy. According
to these apologists, peace groups should
£0 an extra mile Lo preserve a ‘‘responsi-
ble’* climate, while daily and hourly this
monster, Arsenal Island, produces and
transports to every corner of the world
the most gruesome weapons in mad
preparations for world war. Ll

Sources for this article included:

The. Army and Quad Cities USA,
published for Rock Island Arsenal by
Marcola Publishing Co., 1982; This is
DARCOM, published by Army Public
Affairs Dept.; Nuclear Weapons
Databook, Vol. I: U.S. Nuclear Forces
and Capabilities; material released
through the Freedom of Information
Act: and interviews with former
employees at AMCCOM.



On the ““Crisis of Marxism’’
and the Power of Marxism
—Now More than Ever

By Bob Avakian

““We, in our turn, must also understand the specific features and tasks of
the new era. Let us not imitate those sorry Marxists of whom Marx said:
¢ n’ nd harvested fleas.””’ .

I have sown dragon’s teeth and _ Vil

An Essay Marking the 100th Anniversary of Marx’s Death

1983 marked the one hundredth anniversary of the death of Karl Marx. Over this
past century and more, Marxism has animated and aroused millions® Few can deny
that the political landscape of the world today has been profoundly shaped by the
struggles and revolutions Marxism has inspired. On the occasion,of this anniversary,
Bob Avakian has written a landmark essay, For A Harvest Of Dragons. Avakian’s
previous books include a major study of the thought of Mao Tsetung and an analysis
of the events leading up to and the significance of the 1976 coup in China. Here he
guides the reader through a synoptic history of Marxism.

Avakian begins by summarizing the theoretical revolution ushered in by Marx’s
investigations — in the realms of philosophy, history, economic theory, and politics.
He then proceeds to examine some of the controversies that have swirled around the
course and development of Marx’s thought, in particular the relation of Marx’s early

‘writings to his mature work and the possible divergences between Marx and Engels.

Turning next to the work of Lenin and Mao, Avakian argues that their theoretical in-
novations represent the most important enrichment of Marxism of the twentieth cen-
tury. Finally, in one of the most provocative sections of his survey, Avakian subjects
Soviet Marxism to withering criticism. He analyzes several representative works by
Soviet scholars and shows that their method, content, and outlook cut against and suf-
focate the revolutionary essence of Marxism.

This essay appears at a time of a widely proclaimed ““crisis of Marxism’® — when
the labor theory of value is under attack, when the applicability of Leninist forms of
organization is subject to deep questioning, when the whole revolutionary experience
of the 1960s is being reassessed, and when even the feasibility of socialism has been
called into doubt. But Avakian’s defense of Marxism is no mere liturgical reaffirma-

- tion. He stresses that Marxism is a dynamic system, that it advances precisely in con-

nection with the new problems posed by developments in the world, and that there is
both an invigorating Marxist tradition to uphold as well as a deadening *‘conventional
wisdom" to renounce. Avakian argues powerfully for the contemporary relevance of
Marxism. Indeed, For A Harvest Of Dragons is itself striking testimony to Marxism’s
continuing vitality.

(<]

“In the final analysis, as Engels once expressed it, the proletariat must win its eman-
cipation on the battlefield. But there is not only the question of winning in this sense
but of how we win in the largest sense. One of the significant if perhaps subtle and often
little-noticed ways in which the enemy, even in defeat, seeks to exact revenge on the
revolution and sow the seed of its future undoing is in what he would force the revolu-
tionaries to become in order to defeat him. It will come to this: we will have to face him
in the trenches and defeat him amidst terrible destruction but we must not in the pro-
cess annihilate the fundamental difference between the enemy and ourselves. Here the
example of Marx is illuminating: he repeatedly fought at close quarters with the
ideologists and apologists of the bourgeoisie but he never fought them on their terms or
with their outlook; with Marx his method is as exhilarating as his goal is inspiring. We
must be able to maintain our firmness of principles but at the same time our flexibility,
our materialism and our dialectics, our realism and our romanticism, our solemn sense
of purpose and our sense of humor.”’

153 pp.

$6.95 Paperback

$13.95 Cloth

Include 75¢ to cover postage
RCP Publications

P.O. Box 3486, Merchandise Mart
Chicago, Illinois 60654












Declaration
of the
Revolutionary
Internationalist
Movement

Distributed by RCP Publications

urrently Available from Revolution Books stores and outlets, in Arabic,

C
Chinese, Creole, English, Farsi, French andsi’m‘y'
Bookstores:

New York: 138 West 10th St., NY, NY 10014 (212) 691-3345

California: 1541 Grant Ave., SE, CA 94133 (415) 781-4989

District of Columbia: 2438 18th St. N.W., Washington, D.C. 20009 (202) 265-1969

Hawaii: 2648 South King St., Honolulu, HI 96826 (808) 944-3106

Massachusetts: 90 River St., Cambridge, MA 02139 (617) 492-9016

Washington State: 5232 University Way N.E., Seattle, WA 98105 (206) 527-8558

Outlets:

California: 746 S. Alvarado No. 7, Los Angeles, CA 90057 (213) 484-2907

Georgia: 859-1/2 M.L. King Dr., Atlanta, GA 30314 (404) 577-4656

Illinois: Michigan: 5744 Woodward Ave., Detroit, M1 48202 (313) 872-2286

Ohio: Cincinnati, 110 W. McMillan St., Cincinnati, OH 45219 (513) 281-4275
Cleveland, 2800 Mayfield Rd., Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 (216) 932-2543

Or order from RCP Publications, P.O. Box 3486, Merchandise Mart,
Chicago 1L 60654
$2.00

5 Include $.50 for postage inside the U.S.; $.80 outside the U.S.
Prepaid orders will be mailed from RCP Publications on May 1st.




