
• 

Voice of the 
Revolutionary Communist 
Party, U.S.A. 

No. 254 (Vol. 6, No. 2) Publishea wee~ly 1n two secuons - English Sec11on 1 May 4, 1984 Ed1t1ons in English, Spanish. Chinese and French ISSN 0193-3485 SOCI: 

May l ~t 1984 on planet earth witnessed 
the appearance of a document of urgent . 
significance for the proletariat, oppress­
ed peoples and genuine communists 
worldwide - the Declaration of the 
Revolutionary Internationalist Move­
ment. Preparations for May I st around 
the world included getting the Declara­
tion ready for release in 22 languages, in­
cluding: A rabic, Ass2mi, Bengali, 
Chinese, Creole, English, Farsi, French, 
German, Gujarti, Hindi, Italian. Kan­
nada, Malayam, Nepali, Punjabi, 
Sinhalese, Spanish, Tamil, Telugu and 
Turkish. This Declaration and its 
signatories have audaciously proclaimed 
their intent ion to work for the formation 
of an International of a new type based 
on Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung 
Thought - a leading political center for 
the revolutionary movement worlc!wide. 
There could be no more fitting time or 
day for the appearance of this Decfara-

. tion. 
May lst 1984 marked the first time in 
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many decades that the workers and op­
pressed acted under common slogans in 
more than 14 countries, and also saw the 
international distribution of the call from 
the Commiltee of the Revolutionary In­
ternationalist Movement which stated: 
"Herein lies the significance of May First 
1984. In many countries around the 
world the Revolutionary Internationalist 
Movement in joint May First actions is 
hoisting the banner of proletarian inter­
nationalism high across the skies." 

As we go to press, we are only just 
beginning to hear the news of May I st ac­
tions worldwide, due to the difficulties of 
communication imposed on revolu­
tionaries in the current world order, in­
cluding the suppression of such news by 
the international legitimate press. In the 
coming weeks .we will be featuring 
coverage of international May lst events 
in the Revolutionary Worker as we hear 
of them and indications are that the news 
will be significant. We have, for example, 
received word that a march of 200 was 
held in Paris on May I st. Organized by 
supporters of four of the signatories of the 
Declaration - Communist Party of Peru; 
Communist Party of Turkey I Marxist­
Leninist; Revolutionary Communist Par­
ty, USA; and the Union of Iranian Com­
munists (Sarbedaran)- the march carried 
banners and slogans of the Revolutionary 
Internationalist Movement. Also we have 
received news that marchers in support of 
the hunger strike in the prisons in Turkey, 
who are conducting a "long march" to 

the European Parliament in Strasbourg, 
were greeted by 200 people in Metz, 
Franct?, where May lst was celebrated 
and the Declaration was distributed. May 
Jst, 1984 was to be celebrated worldwide 
in many different form s by participants 
in the Revolutionary Internationalist 
Movement; and we are confident the 
reports in the coming weeks will be worth 
waiting for. 

May lst in U.S. 

In the U.S. on May lst, the formation 
of the Revolutionary Internationalist 
Movement and the appearance of its 
Declaration was marked by celebrations, 
marches and rallies led by the Revolu­
tionary Communist Party, USA in more 
than a dozen cities, under the slogans of 
the Revolutionary Internationalist Move­
ment., May lst eve, as the clock ticked 
midnight, small groups of proletarians in 
Miami, Houston, Texas, and elsewhere, 
anxiously waited for copies of the 
Declaration, and studied them into the 
night in advance of May lst actions the 
next day. More than 1000 copies of the 
Declaration were sold throughout lhe 
country on May lst itself, and plans laid 
for future sliscussions with a wide range 
of forces, including people adhering to 
different political trends internationally. 
Thousands of copies of the May lst Call 
from the Committee of the Movement 
were distributed by proletarians, youth 
and other allies of the proletariat, from 
the ' Haitian and Dominican neighbor-

hoods in New York City to the an­
thropology department of the University 
of Hawaii. 

The May lst events in tlie U.S. bore 
profound witness to the fact that this 
May I st was an internationalist and inter­
national festival of'the oppressed. Par­
ticipating in the various actions and 
celebrations in this country were people 
from all over the world including: 
Afghanistan, Algeria, Banglades h, 
Chile, Colombia, Dominican Republic, 
El Salvador, West Germany, Guatemala, 
Haiti, Horn of Africa, India, Iran, 
Japan, Kurdistan, Mexico, Nicaragua, 
Okinawa, Palestine, Peru, Philippines, 
Puerto Rico, Senegal, Turkey, the United 
States, and elsewhere. Declarations were 
sold to revolutionaties and progressive 
forces from many other countries, in­
cluding such Eastern-bloc countries as 
Cuba and Czechoslovakia. This May lst 
also saw a proliferation of banners and 
internationalist messages initiated by 
proletarians, youth and a broad range of 

Continued on page 5 
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May First Message to 
Chinese 

On the morning of May First, news· 
papers in San Francisco reported that 
unknown persons had splashed red 
paint all over the entrance to the Chi· 
nese Consulate. Posters of Mao and 
Chiang Ching were fixed on the consul· 
ate front wall, accompanied promin· 
ently by a poster of the "Message to 
Chiang Ching and Chang Chun-chiao 
and the Proletarian Revolutionaries in 
China," a resolution passed by the Sec· 
ond International Conference of Marx· 
ist·Leninist Parties and Organisations. 

In the San Francisco Chronicle, the 
story about the consulate was publish· 
ed on the same page as the news about 
Reagan ending his trip to China. 

Later on May Day morning in New 
York City, the "Message ... " of the Sec­
ond Conference was delivered to the 
PAC mission to the United Nations by 
two members of the Revolutionary Com· 
munist Youth Brigade. The resolution 
was written on two large poster boards, 
which were propped up in front of the 
reception window to the mission, and 
then read aloud. Much hustle and bustle 
and consternation was stirred within as 
the names of the two great proletarian 
revolutionaries rang out. An official 
finally emerged, took the resolution· 
posters, and called the cops. 

Message to Chiang 
Ching .and Chang -
Chun-chiao and the 
Proletarian 
Revolutionaries 
of China 

As the Second International Con­
ference of Marxist-Leninist Parties and 
Organisations celebrates its victorious 
conclusion it is correct and necessary that 
we send the greetings of the Conference 
to the proletarian revolutionaries in 
China and their foremost representatives, 
Comrade Chiang Ching and Comrade 
Chang Chun-chiao, who are holding 
aloft the red banner of proletarian 
revolution and communism in the face of 

bitter defeat. 
Comrades, the heroic struggle that you 

have waged under the leadership of Com­
rade Mao Tsetung, the Great Proletarian 
Cultural Revolution, can never be 
obliterated. When you rose up in struggle 
against the bourgeoisie in the Party, when 
you galvanized the masses in their 
millions to fight against capitalist restora­
tion, when you led the unprecedented 
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assault on the remnants of exploiting 
society still existing under socialism, 
when you dared to lead the proletariat 
and masses further along the road to 
communism, you helped spread M arxism­
Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought to every 
corner of the world. Your struggle not only 
helped to train millions of revolutionary 
successors in China who are yearning for 
the day to settle accounts with the revi-

SUBSCRIBE! 

sionist u,surpers but laid .. the basis for the 
reconstruction of the international com­
munist movement 'along revolutionary 
lines. 

When Hua Kuo-feng and Teng Hsiao­
ping led their reactionary coup d'etat 
shortly following the death of Mao 
Tsetung, the international communist 
movement suffered its greatest loss since 
the loss of the Soviet Union in 1956 with 
Khrushchev's coup. The new bourgeoisie 
in China frantically attacked Marxism­
Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought, im­
prisoned Comrade Mao's closest col­
laborators, and restored a reactionary 
bourgeois dictatorship over the working 
class and masses. They also capitulated to 
imperialism and under the signboard of 
the "Three Worlds Theory" which they 
shamelessly tried to pass off as the work 
of Mao Tsetung they tried 10 shove their 
reactionary line down the throats of the 
international communist movement. But 
despite the very serious crisis in the inter­
national movement provoked by the 
coup d'etat there are revolutionaries on 
all continents who continue to carry for­
ward the banner of Marxism-Leninism­
Mao Tse1ung Thought which you held 

· aloft in China during the Cultural 
Revolution and which you have refused 
to drop. Millions around the world drew 
strength and inspiration from the heroic 
stand that you, Comrades Chiang Ching 
and Chang Chun-chiao, took in court 
under the menace of death. 

Comrades, rest assured that the 
Revolutionary International ist M ove­
ment, that all those who are fighting for 
communism, are fighting in the same 
trench as you are. The defeat of the 
socialist revolution in China is only tem­
porary. Those blustering reactionar ies 
who believe they have permanently 
burled proletarian revolution await a sur­
prise. 

Our comrades in China are an integral 
part of the genuine international com­
munist movement today and we are con­
fident that when an International of a 
new type is formed based on M arxism­
Leninism-Mao Tse1ung Thought they 
will be occupying a place of honour. The 
words of Mao Tsetung continue to ring 
true today: " The future is bright, the 
road is tortuous." 0 
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Imagine if the Dominican Republic 
were Poland. In 1he wake of !he rebellion 
on the Caribbean island, a hundred and 
fifly have been reporredly murdered by 
Dominican security forces, over five 
thousand jailed. What if this had occur­
red, no! in a country oppressed by 1he 
U.S. but instead in a client state of the op­
posing bloc, such as Poland? We would, 
of course, in that case be bombarded with 
crocodile sobs and calcula1ed outrage, 
not 10 mention NA TO troop movements 
and other military and political 
maneuvers. One can compare the 007 in­
cident and surely add some. 

As it happens, of course, rhe U.S. im­
perialist press has wasted no tears for 
those murdered at the hands of its 
faithful henchmen in the Dominican 
Republic. No "captive nations" here! In­
deed, coverage has been hard to find, 
and, when it did appear, distorted and 
blase. 

Nevertheless, the rebellion in the 
Dominican Republic shook that country 
and sent waves of unease through the in­
rernat ional financial community. 
Lashing out at the harsh a usterity 
measures imposed as part of an agree­
ment for a S400 million loan from the In­
ternational Monetary Fund (IMF), 
thousands spontaneously rose up and 
took on police and army units with rocks. 
Latest reports indicate 1ha1 besides burn­
ing banks and assaulting police behind a 
wild assortment of barricades, repeated 
attacks occurred o n the offices of the rul­
ing party, the Dominican Revolutionary 
Party (PRO), an affiliate of the Second 
International. 

There is also an initial report that the 
Revolutionary Communist Union of the 
Dominican Republic, a participating 
organization of the Revolutionary Inter­
nationalist Movement, was active in the 
midst of this upsurge, especially in poin­
ting to the source of the problem and in 
distributing their newspaper. 

The Dominican government began is­
suing rcpor1s of lhe .. restora1ion of nor­
malcy" and .. absolule calm" as early as 
Wednesday evening, April 2,, bul s1ree1 
fighting apparenlly con1inued up to 
Saturday in al lcasl some of 1he provincial 

cities where the government had more 
trouble concentrating its forces. The 
Dominican newspapers continued to 
report intense tension rhroughout the 
country, as do people in the streets in the 
huge Dominican community in New 
York Ciry. 

According to the Wall Street Journal, 
ten percent of the citizens of the 
Dominican Republic live in New York -
half a million people, concentrated in the 
far upper westside of Manhattan, many 
of them working in the garment and ser­
vice industries. For the past week news 
from Santo Domingo has dominated talk 
in the cafes and bars and on the streets -
people group at the newsstands to assure 
getting their copy of the latest Dominican 
paper as soon as it arrives from the air­
port. A few minutes delay means no 
paper. One notices the occasional line at a 
pay phone booth, phones where the 
receivers go literally for hours being pass­
ed from one hand 10 another. Sometimes 
there's a whoop of laughter from the per­
son on the phone, sometimes a long 
silence. 

One Dominican man reported the 
following conversation: "I talked to my 
wife who is in Santo Domingo on the 
telephone and she told me that - because 
in my home the people are all revolu­
tionary - that the people had burned a 
state truck right out front . And while they 
were burning the truck, this man said 
something to those burning it, something 
provocative , and someone sa id 
something back, and the man - he was 
an undercover, a caliente - shot him, 
one of the protestors. And then the 
rnasses chased the man down the street 
and he ran inro my house and shut the 
door real fast behind him . My wife 
couldn't do anyrhing because even 
though she ·is revolutionary she was with 
:he chi ldren - we have rhree children -
and she couldn't do anything right then 
so she hid with rhe kids. And then the 
people started 1hrowing rocks and break­
ing windows and lrying lo break down 
the door. and my wife said she wan1ed to 
put 1he ca/iente ou1side, so that 1he 
masses could do him jus1ice, lynch him, 
but she couldn'I figure out how to do it. 
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U.S. Hypocrisy 
and the .Dominican 
Death Count 
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Then other police came, and they shot so- forbidding doctors and nurses to inform 
meone else outside, almost right in front the families of the dying. In such :.i 

of my house. She was angry because such fashion have the comrades of Mitterrand 
a disgrace could happen right in our and Willy Brandt revealed that they are as 
house- !he thing is thar the caliente took competent at sysrematic savagery as the 
advantage of the opportunity and, in !he most rurhless of the U.S. military juntas 
middle of !he commotion when the other 1ha1 have rained down terror anywhere in 
person got killed, he managed to Latin America. · 
escape." It is worth noting that large numbers of · 

At present, as is evident, there is an at- the dead have not had their ages publish-
mosphere of military occupation in 1he ed, as is customary, and again people in 
cities of the Dominican Republic, with the streets of New York report that many 
tanks in the streets. Helicopters hover a re teenagers, 16, 14, and even younger. 
overhead, armored personnel carriers Many family members are said to be pur-
roam, and street patrols halt passersby suing the security forces demanding in-
and motorists, demanding ID. The formation on the missing. . 
military has esrablished encampments in As to the cause of the events, Blanco 
the areas of heaviest fighting, frequently _ · and the .PRO conrinue to insist that 
in the local schoolhouse. The final of- responsibility Jies with rhe opposition, 
ficial count from the Dominican govern- generally the right-wing Reformist Party, 
ment of the victims of its terror numbers on the one hand, and "antisocial 
60 dead, several hundred wounded, and elements" on ihe other. Bui the Refor-
1,000 arrested. European wire-service mist Party, led by Balaguer, an old Tru-
figures go substantially higher : reporls to jillo associate, far from involving itself in 
the R W indicate 150 dead, and 5,000 in the disorder has instead proclaimed that 
jail. they were "up in arms 10 defend the in-

Almost in passing, the Dominican stitutional order." As for "antisocial 
government has a lso revealed that ber- elements," the PRO and much o f the 
ween 100 and 200 people a re still missing. media have denounced the street figh ting 
Many believe chat some families have as simply the work of "looters" out to rip 
been giving their own private burial to off TVs and booze. This merits yet 
those killed in the fighting, for fear of another award for social democracy: en-
reprisals (a la Salvadoran death squads) forcers for the greatest looters of all time, 
againsl other family members. It is a 1ell- men who for their own little cut of 1he 
ing indication of how socia l democracy spoils pa rtake in the r.elentless plunder of 
- that created the PRO - is viewed to- the Dominican people by the Wesiern , 
day in the country . and overwhelmingly U .S., imperialists. 

Jorge Blanco, PRD presidenl, has (An inte resting sidelight to this is that a 
issued his party's view of !he week's number of hardware stores were ransack-
events: "Neither the government no r the ed. As for what was taken: !here are so 
Armed Forces nor the National Police many nails and spikes on the stree1s in 
bear any responsibility for the week's some quarters of Santo Domingo and 
bloody events... . Responsibility lies other ci ties - used to stop police cars, 
with 1hose who caused them." "The and smash and burn them - 1ha1 the 
forces of public security are obliged to government has had to rig up huge elec-
acr, and they have done so, in a tromagnets on the front of army trucks to 
reasonable manner." It is the reason of 1ry to clear them away.) 
murderous repression in service 10 im- As May I approached, Blanco had 
perialist capira l - indeed, a t the same issued a solemn promise 1ha1 May Day 
rime 1ha1 they have unleashed machine- celebrations would be a llowed because 
gun fire in 1he streels of Santo Domingo, "This is a country which respccrs 
1he PRO chieftains have also sought to liberty. " The leadership of Sanio Dom· 
hide their crimes by burying some of the ingo's Central Trade Unions - infested 
bodies in unmarked, mass graves, even Continued on page4 
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Factory Correspondence 

_A Toast to the Revolutionary 
Internationalist Movement 

The celebration of the birth of the 
Revolutionary Internationalist ~ove­
ment on the eve of May 1st when 
the D~claration of this movement 
was distributed at the factory where 
I work was quite a joyous occasion 
for us. Some people kept ask-
ing me why we were celebrating May 
1 st early. I told them that sometimes it 
is alright to celebrate things early and 
besides, it tools those people who 
would not like such a thing to happen. 
Personally I think that the coming out 
of this Declaration is a big advance. It is 
good because it speaks to working on 
making revolution on a worldwide level 
and it is very clear about how to look at 
all the various kinds of contradictions 
and resolve them to achieve our goal. At 
first , I was wondering why certain 
organizations in Mexico or El Salvador 
weren' t on the list of signatories 
because I knew that there were groups 
who were fight ing. But after reading the 
Declaration and especially after seeing 
that the Communist Party of Peru sign­
ed 1t, I can see that this movement is 
united on a highly conscious level and 
not just a grouping together of parties 
that are active - but what's important 
is that these revolutionary organizations 
that signed follow the line of Mao and 
Marx and Lenin. Now that I think about 
it - Mao did go up against the Soviet 
Union when it turned sour on revolution. 
However, I do think that there are some 
Maoist forces in Mexico and perhaps it 
would be possible to make contact with 
them and further the strength of the 
Revolutionary Internationalist Move-

Dominican 
Death Count 
Continued from page 3 
wi th other social democrats and all 
shades of revisionists too - having 
already called on workers to return to 
their jobs " in order to fight for higher 
wages" at the first sign of an ebb in the 
street fight ing, now promised that they 
would march on May Day. But it soon 
became apparent that if this occurred all 
kinds of force~ would be converging on 
Santo Domingo and that things might 
well get out o f the hands of the govern­
ment security forces once again . 

On the eve of May Day, in a move that 
stank of orchestration, Blanco announc­
ed the lowering of prices of certain 
selected food items, and that May Day 
would not be observed; the trade unions, 
for their part, announced that instead of 
protest ·marches they were organizing a 
day of mourning, with people to stay in­
side their homes until noon. The next 
day, May Day, Blanco called for a 
meeting with the trade-union leaders. In a 

ment. 
I think that the celebration was good 

and well worth the preparation. People 
were waiting tor it to happen and look­
ing to see what was going to happen. It 
started out a little cold - I think people 
were waiting around to see who wol_lld 
be the first to come around the panel 
truck where the "birthday" present and 
the champagne with two dozen red rib­
bons were displayed. It looked really 
beautiful. Then the truck moved more to 
the center of things and the atmosphere 
began to change. I bought a Declaration 
right after the champagne was opened 
and right after that three of my friends 
came over to the truck and toasted the 
opening of the box with Declarations in 
it. One of the revolutionaries began to 
sing the international song and I got a 
song sheet and said the words to my 
friends as he sang. It's hard tor people 
to sing it when this song is all quite new 
to us. It's a very good song - especial· 
ly that part about " We have been 
naught, we shall be all." There was one 
young woman who came over to get a 
drink and a ribbon and went back to her 
car - I saw her waving the red ribbon 
and clapping while the singing was go­
ing on. At that point, I th ink that people 
began to have more confidence and 
showed interest in what was being 
celebrated even though many still re­
mained in their cars. I hear that a group 
of women stayed late that day after 
work when the box was brought over to 
the car where they were. I think that the 
women were more expressive on that 
day because they JSually feel so 

maneuver which underlined both their 
servility and their hunger for a slice of the 
pie, the trade-union leaders rushed to the 
National Palace even before their own 
proclaimed period of mourning had end­
ed. Blanco is said to have remarked on 
what fine people these trade-union 
leaders were to have done this - especial­
ly since their own headqua&ters continued 
to be occupied by the police! 

Though there has been the glaring lack 
of news on the events, extended and 
substantial attention has been given to the 
coldest assessment of its impact on 
business, especially on the imperialist 
financial structure. New York financial 
pages have been virtually awash in discus­
sion over the implications for the IMF 
and for current efforts to deal with the in­
ternational financial crisis centering on 
the huge indebtedness of the oppressed 
nations. Jacques de Larosiere, head of 
the IMF, while not responding directly to 
the events, stated that the severity of the 
IMF terms depended on the gravity of the 
country's own overspending . "The 
policies the fund supports produce 
beneficial results for the countries under­
taking them." There is, in short, to be no 
substantial alteration of current IMF 

Below: Armed police and plainclothesmen search for demonstrators in one of the neigh· 
borhoods in the capital. Right: The body of a young man who was dragged out of his 
house by police and shot. 

isolated and vulnerable. Someone said 
that one woman took up a red ribbon 
and took it into the plant saying "This is 
my red flag." Many people who did not 
come up to the truck took red ribbons 
and took them into the plant and had it 
next to them on the work tables. After 
the celebration, some of the workers 
came up to me to ask what it was that 
we were celebrating. I opened up the 
Declaration and started reading the first 
part of it to them and tried to explain as 
best I could to them what this Declara­
tion meant. Some people were saying , 
that it war comes what can be done to 
stop it. What I say is that we have to 
prepare tor it - which means raising 
the political understanding of the pro· 
letariat in response to all these war 
preparations. That's when people 
started asking what do we mean by the 
proletariat and that they still don't have 
a clear idea about how the Revolu· 
tionary Communist Party plans to take 
things from where the masse;; are at to­
day and transform it into a revolutionary 
struggle. Now that's what I've been try­
ing to make them understand - the 
things that are going on in !he world 
right now and our understanding of 
them can guide us to act in the right 
way. Since the invasion of Grenada, 
there has been more interest; at least 
two or three of us discuss politics to 
break the boredom of the day-to-day 
grind. One thing that really touched the 
women were the articles on what it's 
like to be in Hell 's waiting room and 
conditions in other sweatshop factories. 
People began to read these articles and 

policies, including in the Dominican 
Republic. The Ne w York Times, in an 
editorial, called for a little extra considera­
tion - " a storm cellar, " as it said - for 
those imperialist clients like Blanco who 
must, and willingly do, enforce the most 
brutal austerity measures with rampant 
bloodshed. But this suggestion is just a bit 
of fine-tuning among imperialists; fun­
damentally, approves the Times, "It's no 
answer to blame the IMF for doing what 
it does." 

And behind th e "financial ar­
rangements," of course, stands the 

they thought that.they really expressed 
the truth. At first, they were a little 
afraid because it was communist, but I 
tell them that these are not just a bunch 
of ideas that have no rooting in , 

· reality ... but ·that these ideas are in­
strumental In moving forward the strug­
gle. For example, like wh,en the banner 
being sent to Peru came ·to ttre plant, 
many were aroused to discuss the 
significance of the struggle being wag­
ed there and that we had a responsibili­
ty to help push that forward through our 
support. It's a question of working tor 
people all over the world. 

People are very concerned about 
what is going on in Mexico - with the 
prices going up and everybody being 
terrified about going back and not being 
able to survive. The possibility of revolu­
tion there is not out of the question, but 
sometimes, there's too much taking for 
granted that people will be able to just 
rise up and take it over. I think that 
things are still pretty controlled in the 
sense that organization is lacking. Like, 
you can't even get arms there. Sure, 
people have their little .22 for their own 
protection, but !he main problem is not 
knowing what to do to really be able to 
defeat the.m. These are hard questions 
to answer, but with this Declaration 
coming out, we can begin to deal with 
them. I would like to have some more 
discussion on this myself and am look­
ing forward to it. 

An immigrant worker 

politicf;ll and military muscle of the U.S. 
A s the ultimate guarantor of Dominican 
law and order , so does U .S. imperialism 
bear the responsibility for the bloody sup­
pression of the rebellion . Reagan remark ­
ed a few weeks ago when Dominican 
President Blanco visited Washington, 
D .C. , that the Dominican Republic 
"shines like a beacon for the freedom­
loving people of the world ." For a few 
days the streets of the cities did indeed 
shine, if with another sort of light - but 
then the world saw U .S. "freedom" ar-
ri ve on the treads of tanks. 1. 
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May Day Message from the 
Revolutionary Conimunist 
Group of Colombia 
To .the comrades, friends and suppor~ers of the Revolutionary Communist Party of the 
United States, to all the revolut1onanes and oppressed in the United States: 

Dear Comrade~ : 

The.suc.cess of the Second International Conference of Marxist-Leninist Parties and 
O rga111sa t1ons and the formation of the Revolutionary In ternationalist Movement 
reprcse~r an ewnt of historic importance, in which key tasks were mapped o ut for the 
proleta riat a n9 rev? lu1ionaries worldwide. The level of ideological and political unity 
~each~d ~here 1s a n invaluable step towards an even greater unit y. But in the face of the 
inre~s~fymg objective situation in the world and the responsibility that the Marxist­
Lemnists face m .e\ery country, in th~ revolutionary movement and struggle of the 
~a~ses, the speeding up of the elaboration of the correct ideological and political line is 
md1spcnsablc. Just as the international organization of the proletariat a communist in­
ternational of a new type, the resolutions taken by that conference ~ould contribute 
po~erfully to achieving those tasks, which correspond to the challenges that the present 
conjuncture<?~ a world level puts before the proietariat and the revolutionary masses . 
In. these con9111ons,. the celebration of May First will be an historic, unprecedented and 
mighty step 111 the h1s1ory of the international communist movement, a close unity bet­
ween the proletariat in the imperia list capitalist countries, and the proletariat and the 
pe?ples ?f the oppressed nations. The preparatory tasks for May Day, under a unified 
o nentat1on and slogans, are a bold and challenging call fro m communists to unleash 
revolu~iona~y ac~ions all over 1 he world, so that the prole1aria1 and the oppressed of a ll 
countnes will raise up on 1ha1 day the red banner of Marx, Engels,. Lenin, Stalin and 
Mao Tc;ewng, breaking onto histo ry's stage, its own stage, taking a daring and 
courageous srep forward, proclaiming the future of proletarian revolution the com­
munist future of humanity, the end to all exploitation and oppression. This' May Day 
must be the concentration of the struggle for revolution , unfolding the internationalist 
~cd b~n.ner in .open. opposition to North American imperialism, Soviet social­
~mpenahsm, all 1mpenahsts a nd all world reaction . As in the epoch of Bolshevism and 
m the ~ear~ oft ~e Sha nghai communards, May Day has been and always will be red. It is 
an ~cuon m w hich the w<:>~kers and revolutionary masses prepare today, gather the ex­
penence, strengt h and ability needed for when the opportunity arises to unleash decisive 
battles for the seizu re of power and the advance of the world revolution . 

Comrades: 
For rhe communists and oppressed of the world the existence of a proletarian 

va.ngu.ard in the ?elly of t~e imperialist world is a great example of revolutionary in­
spirat10~ . When 11 burst ~1gorously into the 1980s with the historic call to May Day in 
the bastion of world reaction, when the red banner of the proletariat, that living symbol 
of the international proletariat, was raised as a mighty challenge 10 the abominable 
power of the imp.erialists, thar pack of scoundrels in an action worse than despicable, 
~~rd~red one of Its most .brave combatants: Comrade Damian Garcia. Far from being 
m11m1dated, the Revolutionary Communist Party surged forward with much more 
revolut ionary energy 10 take action on May Day. With·the slogan: " red, white and blue, 
we spit on you, you stand for plunder, you must go under," the Revolutionary Com­
munist Party has been digging deeply into the revolutionary sentiments of important 
sectio ns of the North American people. Certainly the proletariat and masses of na­
tionalities in the United States have today an authentic and correct revolutionary leader­
ship. We are convinced that the RCP, by carrying out its duty as bulwark of socialist 
revolution there a nd worldwide, is making all efforts 10 advance powerfully in leading 
and endowing hundreds and thousands of oppressed with great revolutionary op­
timism, who sooner o r later will rise up successfully smashing into a thousand pieces all 
established and supposedly eternal order. And sooner rather than later, the conscious 
proletariat will emerge again on history's stage, acting out its own role. The resolute 
struggle for the abolit ion of oppression and slavery: this is the essence of the ba11le in the 
May Day celebration, not the gloomy and depressing march that the imperialists and all 
the revisionists seek 10 insrill in the exploited. No. The revolutionaries and the conscious 
proletariat don't march in processions. No, never. Those are for the shameless, for 
those who have decided to walk behif!d a luxuriant facade painted by world reaction. 
The genuine revolut ionary forces , led by the li ving expression of Marxism-Leninism­
Mao Tsetung 'Thought, wage batt le, attack the enemy, they don't capitulate, never will 

Declarallon 
Appears from page I 

force5 including quite a few art students, 
and people active in the anti-nuke move­
ment. 

Rallies and marches in Los Angeles, 
San Francisco and Detroit were carried 
on under intense police threats and 
presence. The 250 people arriving at the 
Los Angeles demonstration in Damian 
Garcia Park were greeted by a squad of 
proletarians from Central America and 
Mexico, adorned with red carnations and 
sashes announcing the Declaration of the 
Revolutionary Internationalist Move­
ment. In San Francisco, following a rally 
celebrating the Movement and its 
Declaration, a march characterized by 
youth of many nationalities headed for 
the military recruiting office under the 
slogan P revent World War! Step Up The 
Struggle For Revolution Throughout The 
World ! 

As the Declaration points out: "All the 
major contradictions of the world im­
perialist system are rapidly accentuating: 
the cont radiction between various im­
perialist powers, the contradiction be­
tween imperialism and the oppressed 
peoples and nations, and the contradic­
tion between the bourgeoisie and the pro­
letariat in the imperialist countries. All of 
these contradictions have a common 
origin in the capitalist mode o f produc­
tion and its fundamental contradiction. 

The rivalry between the two blocs of im­
perialist powers led by the US and the 
USSR respectively is bound to lead to war 
unless revolution prevents it and this 
rivalry is greatly affecting world events." 
This May I st i11 the U.S. saw an impor­
tant expression of the unity between the 
proletarians and oppressed living in this 
imperialist country and the people of na­
tions o ppressed by imperialism. One ma­
jor focus was the vicious suppression of 
the s pontaneous uprising in the 
Dominican Republic. In addition, there 
was much excitement and support ex­
pressed for the new-democratic revolu­
tion in Peru, led by the Communist Parry 
of Peru. 

The urge11cy of the world situation and 
the threat of a third world war profound­
ly marked the May First events this year. 
This could be seen in the a11i1ude of the 
youth who participated: the Black youth 
coming out from a housing project to 
join the San Francisco march who took 
up the chant "World Revolution, Not 
World War" ; the youth in Atlanta who 
marched in black costumes to emphasize 
the seriousness of the world situation and 
made up their own chant, "Nuclear War, 
Dawn of the Dead. May lst, Dawn of the 
Living!"; and the Wild Youth Coalition 
in Hawaii which carried out several die­
ins and entered into debate ii:i the Univer­
sity and other hallowed halls throughout 
Honolulu . A significant May lst teach-in 
on the questio n of world war was held at 
Berkeley High School. Sponsored by the 
African-American Studies department, 
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Editorial by Communist 
Party of Colombia (Marxist• 
Leninist) Mao Tsetung 
Regional Committee 

Th.e following editorial is reprinted from Avance P.roletario, Organ of7he "Com­
mun~st P_arry of Colombia (Marxist-Leninist) Mao Tsetung Regional Commiuee on the 
pub~tc~(IOn of the Communique of the Second International Conference of Marxist-
Lemmst Pames and Organisations: ' 

A GREAT EVENT 

Somewhere in the world, one of the most far-reaching steps was t ake~: for the UNITY 
of t~~ Marxi~t-Lenin!st -Maoists of the world . The Second Conference of Marxist­
Lenm1st-Mao1s1 Parties and Organisations was celebrated· a t the same time the 
Revolutionary Internationalist Movement was formed. Here'with, we want 10 m~ke a 
ea.II f~r the defense of Marxis1-Leninis.1-Maois1 principles, for the completion and ap­
phcat~on of the tasks put forward herein , among them the necessity before the M-L-M 
to b~tld the vang.uard of the proletaria t, a COMMUNIST Party (Marxist-Leninist­
Mao1~t ). Faced w11h the con!ent of ~he conclusions and tasks, we are open tp analyze 
and rd1sc~ss how to carry out m practice the proposed tasks in the interests of a need: the 
Colombian Revolution. We hail this very important event and hope that it will con­
tribute to the regrouping of the INTERNATIONAL COMMUNIST MOVEMENT in 
the future. 

March 1984, Bogota, Colombia, No. 3 

(Translated from Spanish by the RW) 

' ' 

they capitulate, they raise up the red banner, the red banner of proletarian interna­
tionalism, the red banner of world communism. 

Dear Comrades: 
The Revolutionary Communist Group of Colombia has begun to walk as a new 

force. It grew out of the winds that began to sweep the world in the 1980s. Inspired by 
the great instructive leap for the international proletariat that the Fall 11980] Communi­
que marked, the Revolutionary Communist Group has been strengthening itself in the 
crucible of the heated debates in the international communist movement and the class 
struggle in this country. Encouraged by this second great qualitative leap represented by 
the Second International Conference of Marxist-Leninist Parties and Organisations, to­
day we are a detachment of the international proletariat here. Today we are a small 
force. We are forging a correct ideological and political line. We are building the party 
of the proletariat in Colombia. In the midst of the fences and obstacles that the enemies, 
open and hidden, of the revolution put before us, we will soon carry ou't our interna­
tionalist duty, along with the proletariat and the masses of people in this country. Today 
we are in a belier situation than yesterday, we have the rich and abundant experience o f 
the revolutionary struggle of other fraternal parties a nd organizations. Our ties of unity 
will be ever more tighter this May Day 1984, when the war cry of the international pro­
letariat will resound in unison and vigorously in many parts of the planet, calling on a ll 
the oppressed to transform the world and take history's stage. Thus, as Chairman Mao 
said : "The pestilence will be cut out so that we can become invindble." 

Long live Red lst of May, Symbol of the World Proletarian Revolutio n! 
Build the Unity of the International Proletariat! 
Hail the Formation of the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement! 

May I, 1984 
Revolutiona ry greetings: 

Revolutio na ry Communis1 Group of Colombia 

(Translated f rom Spanish by the RW) 

the forum was a11ended by 500 students 
who heard a panel of speakers, including 
Carl Dix, recently returned from London 
where he spoke at the press conference 
announcing the formation of the Revolu­
tionary Internationalist Movement. 

Several other forums and actions 
against imperia list war preparations were 
held and proletarians in a number of 
cities made it a p,oint to a11end con­
ferences and meetings of various trends in 
the antinuclear movement. In New York 
City, four proletarians invited the women 

active at the peace encampment at Seneca 
10 meet with them, and shortly before 
May lst the discussion was held covering 
a wide range o f questions includ ing 
feminism, the world si tua tio n and the 
Revolutionary Internat iona list Move­
ment. 

In this issue of the.RW, we begin to 
cover in more depth the May lst events in 
the U.S.; and look forward 10 reporting 
on the May lst actions of the Revolu­
tionary Internationalist Movement and 
other revolutionary forces worldwide. [I 

The participating organizations of the 
Revolutionary Internationalist Movement are: 

Cen1ral Reorganisation Committee, Communist Par1y o f India (Marxis1-Leninis1) 

Ceylon Communist Party 
Communis1 Collective of Agit/Prop lhalyj 

Communis1 Party of Colombia (Marxis1-Lcninis1) M ao Tse1ung Regional Commi11ee 

Communis1 Par1y of Peru 
Communis1 Par1y of Turkey f Marxis1-Leninis1 

Hai1ian In1crnational Revolu1ionary Group 
Nepal Communisl Party (Mashal) 

New Zealand R,.ed Flag Group 
No11ingham and S1ockpor1 Communis1 Groups !Bri1ainj 

Proletarian Pany of Purba Bangla I Bangladesh I 
Revolu1ionary Communisl Group of Colombia 

Revolutionary Communis! Party, India 
Revolu1ionary Communis1 Part y, USA 

Revolutionary Communist Union (Dominican Republic! 

Union of Iranian Communists (Sarbedaran) 

= 
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"They Won't Listen to Reason, They Won't be Bound by Votes, 
The Governments Must be Stopped From Launching 
World War 3, No Matter What It Takes!" 

May First Tec;Jch·ln at Berkeley High 
In his opening remarks before rough ly 

450 Berkeley, California high-school 
students, Richard Navies, the coor­
dinator of African-American Siudies at 
Berkeley High, said: "The subjecl we are 
discussing is not one that has been 
discu,,sed in this lai:ge a group on this 
campus in a very, very long time. But it's 
one that the 'A hole world is engaged in 
dialoging and demonstrating about -
that is, whether or not we a re going to 
have a •vorld. 

"We are, in facl, whatever your 
political persuasion may be, on the brink 
of World War 3. And World War 3 is the 
biggie, l~e one that is going ro annihi late 
everybody ... we need ro begin to get in­
volved in that dialogue because the rest of 
the world i ~. 

"And I think that it is particularly ini­
ponant that African-American Studies 
- you noticed that most of our students 
arc Black students - that we become in­
volved in that dialogue as well, because 
we are concerned with what happens in 
the world, we arc concerned with what 
happens right here, and they are inter­
connected .... " 

It wa~ the opening of a May First 
Teach-In on the ·Berkeley High campus, 
sponsored by the African:American 
Studies Department. Through the next 
two and a half hours and three class 

periods, a nd with some people going in 
and o ut of the auditorium, over 500 
students of various na tio na lities a nd a 
small number of youth and antiwar ac­
tivis ts from off campus listened to invited 
speakers and wrest led with some basic 
questions thrown up by the danger of 
war. The leaflet announcing the teach-in 
was headlined : "They Won't Listen to 
Reason, They Won't Be Bound by Votes, 
The Government Must Be Stopped From 
Launching World War 3, No Matter 
What It Takes!" Speaking to this theme 
were: Saul Bloom, execu tive director of 
ARC (a peace and environmental group) 
and former national campaign coor­
dinator for Greenpeace; Gail Chase, a 
San Francisco peace act ivist who spent 
the past fall workin g with peace 
movements in England a nd Ho lland, 
especially a t Greenham Common; Carl 
Dix, founding member of the RCP,USA, 
and na1ional spokes person on 1he 
Revolutionary Internationalist Move­
ment and o ne of the Fort Lewis 6; 
Leonard Pos1, president of Greenpeace 
Pacific Southwest, a lawyer, member of 
the Livermore Action Group Legal Col­
lective and litigation counsel for the 
Western States Legal Foundation. 

This extremely successful teach-in was 
1 he product of intensive work - and con­
troversy. A number of teachers urged 
thei r st udents to go, and some went them-

AM~r-1c.AN -- 'P( L vl Le.dqe_ 
C05ts J 

L-1v~s1 

The leaflet above was written collectively by an affinity group of anti-nuke 
activists involved with the movement against the Savannah River Plant, some 
of whom are students at the Atlanta College of Art. The leaflet was handed out 
by a group of about fifteen art students and other activists who spent May Day 
marching through downtown Atlanta behind a banner reading "War . 
Mongrels-Curb 'Em." (see story on this banner p. 15) A leaflet announcing the 
Revolutionary Internationalist Movement was also handed out. The marchers 
leafleted junior high school students on a num.ber of schoolbuses, who 
grabbed the leaflets as teachers snapped "don't touch 'em!'_' and headed for 
an army recruitment office where they delivered the leaflet fight to the desk of 
the officer in charge. 

The text of the leaflet follows: 
May 1st is the day celebrated all over the world by people held hostage by 

men who are determined to drag the world into a third and final world war. We, 
the people, are being called upon to support mass murder on a global scale. 
We refuse. 

We. youth of America, join people throughout the world in celebrating the vi­
sion of a classless society, free of exploiting relationships, in which our 
children live in peace. 

, . 

selves. Other teachers opposed the teach­
in and discouraged their students from 
auending. There was an active group of 
students that leafleted inside the school 
and in nearby shops and stores for the 
teach-in . The large number of s tudents 
auending, and the genera lly high level of 
the questions asked and problems posed 
reflected the emerging sense very broadly 
among the students that world war is 
pressing very hard. 

Speakers 

While coming from differing view­
point$, the speakers all agreed that the 
governments are preparing for world 
war, and that people have to act 10 op­
pose it. As a whole and each in his/ her 
own way, they presented a powerful ex­
posure and condemnation of lhe im­
peria list war preparations - and posed a 
challenge to the students to confron1 this 
hard reality. Describing his ta lk as a 
"world tour of the arms race and the 
nuclear weapons cycle" and using a 
world map and a pointer, Saul Bloom 
gave a sketch of the various phases in­
volved in nuclear weapons - from the 
mining of the strategic min;:rals in coun­
tries like the·u.s. as well as Namibia, ro 
deployment around the world, to "in­
ternment" of wastes - tha t takes place 
on an international scale. He stressed that 
the new, third-generation nuclea r 
weapons involving Star Wars technology 
now being developed by the U .S. puts 
"the arms race on a hair-trigger" and 
"makes fi rs t-strike a believable, a plan­
nable weapons strategy for the American 
military - a war that can be waged, and· 
theoretically won." 

Gail Chase's s lideshow on the 
G reenham Common peace camp showed 
the det!!rmination a nd spirit of the 
women there in the face of ext remely 
ha rsh conditions and tl,}e daily harass­
men1 and repression brought down by the 
forces of the state. In response to a ques­
tion from the floor about the kinds of 
women at the camp, she explained that, 
"The youngest woman there is about 18 
years old. I don't kno-.y about the oldest 
woman, but I do know that the oldest 
woman to go over the fence and dance on 
the missile silos last December was 74." 
(This got a big round of applause from 
lhe students.) 

She went on to say that a great many of 
the Greenham women are lesbians 
because "I think lesbians have been in the 
forefront of the women's peace move­
ment in realizing that patriarchy can be a 
problem." There a re a lso women at 

G reenham whose husbands are quile sup­
ponive, she said. 

Resisl 

Leonard Post spoke to the slogan that 
headlined the leaflet: "The meaning it 
has for me is that we need to· resist the 
things that have brought us to this poinl, 
to the brink of worldwide disaster ... . If 
you've been reading the pape~s. if you've 
been lis tening 10 lhe speakers here, you 
know things have not been going well. 
What does that mean, what kind of 
resistance, how do we stop World War 3, 
what does 'no mailer what it takes' 
mean? People need 10 organize. If it's 
one person standing up saying 'I don't 
wan! to do it,• there are a lot of people 
around you that can crush you. If there's 
a gro up of people saying 'We don't want 
to do it ,' tha t's when we begin to move." 
Post went on lo say that nuclear weapons 
need to be dismantled, but that is not 
enough: "We need to put food produc­
tion in the hands of a central government 
o f the world, we need 10 look at li fe dif­
ferent ly, we need to respect it, we need to 
go out and fight for it." 

In his talk, Carl Dix hit at what it is 1ha1 
would compel the governments to actual­
ly start hurling nukes at each other: "The 
point we've got 10 get at is that their 
whole sys1em is crazy. What else but an 
insane system would take fertile pans of 
the world and turn them into producers 
of a single cash c rop· for export to make 
money whi le large numbers of people 
producing these very cash crops suffer 
from starvation .. ..it's crazy. The very 
workings of th is insane dog-eat-dog 
syslem is dragging the world to the .brink 
of war, with potentially unprecedented 
dest ruction." In the face of this, Dix said, 
''the urgency of tak ing up the question of 
world war is prelly clear ... it's definitely 
off 10 be looking like we can rely on the 
government or the politicians, to con­
vince them of the insanity of what they're 
planning as a way to stop them from 
launching this horror ... my view as a 
revolutionary is that the only road is go­
ing up against the government. Going up 
againsl them from the point of view that 
they and their whole system have got to 
be overthrown." 

The Berkeley High teach-in provided.a 
forum for cri tical questions of the strug­
gle against nuclear war, while the slogan 
headlining the leaflet gave a broad frame­
work within which these questions could 
be addressed from various angles. It added 
up to. lively a and politically challenging 
event. r l 

Seattle Anti·War Speakout 
At noon on May First, an Antiwar 

Speakout transformed the lunchtime at­
mosphere at Seattle, Washington's Cen­
tral Community College. The speakout 
was endorsed by a very wide range of 
groups and individuals: the May I Com­
mittee (of Sea Ille 's Garfield High School) 
a member of the Pan African Student 
Union at the school, Seal/le Non-Violent 
Action Group, Revolutionary Com­
munist Party, USA, Vietnam Veterans 
Against the War (Anti-Imperialist), and 
Sabedaran supporters. 

As seventy-five to a hundred students 
gathered, statements were read, political 
ideas flew back and forth, TV cameras 
taped (and later broadcast some of the 
foo1age). Numbers of copies of the 
Declaration of the Revolutionary Inter­
nationalist Movement were sold. 

Thespeakout brought forth an exciting 
variety of opinion and experience on the 
movement against nuclear war and other 
topics; the following are statements read ' 
at the speakow: 

From: Seven Sea11le antiwar activists 

To the Hunger Strikers in Turkish 
prisons, the Turk ish people, and people 
of 1 he world: 

We arc great ly saddened to hear of the 
death~ of a t least eleven prisoners from 

1hc hunger strike at the Diyarbakir 
Prison. We support the st rike and an end 
to 1he political imprisonments, the tor­
ture, the junta, and United States and 
West German governmental aid to the 
junta. 

The st ruggle against fascism at home in 
Turkey and imperialism from abroad is 
of global importance. As the U.S.- and 
Soviet-led blocs accelerate preparations 

· for World War Ill, t he third inter­
imperialist war of this,century, they a lso 
drive la rge numbers of people into mo­
tion against the war. The opposition of 
the West German people to the deploy­
ment of the Pershing missiles was joined 
by Turkish proletarians who had been 
thrust by the workings of imperialist 
economics into the hea rtla nd of W. Ger­
many. The support of W. Germany and 
the United States for the junta is a result 
not only of their need to live off the backs 
oft he Turkish people. The possibility of a 
socialist revolution in Turkey thal would 
have ripped it out of the imperialist 
system was and is a nightmare for the 
global war strategists. 

Not only docs Turkey guard the 
eastern nank of Europe, it also s trides the 
slratcgic Middle East. It is central to the 
war plans of the Western bloc. A pro­
letarian state in Turkey wou ld make it 

Continued on page 14 
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This was read in San Francisco at the 
ral(v and celebration of the founding of 
the Revolutionary Internationalist Mo ve­
ment: 

May Day Statement hl the General 
Union of Democratic Students and 

Patriotic Afghans 

May Da y is a day of joyous celebration 
and determined struggle for the pro­
letariat and oppressed people all over the 
world . This year's May Day is especially 
significant.- The revolutiona ry proletariat 
in many countries of the world are taking 
May Day ac1ions under the unified May 
Day slogans of the Revolut ionary Inter­
nationalist Movement - such a 1hing has 
not happened in many years. On this 
his1oric occasion, we, 1hc General Union 
of Democra1ic Students a nd Patriotic 
Afghans, would like to make a statement 
of so lidarity. 

It was a great pleasure to hear of the 
successful conclusion of the Second In­
ternational Conference of Marxist Par­
ties and Organisations and the signing of 
the Declaration of the Revolutionary In­
ternationalist Movement. The historical 
importance of the forma tion of Revolu­
tionary Internationalist Movement is no t 
merely the property of one country o r one 
nation - it is of great significance for the 
emancipation of all huma n beings from 
the yoke of imperialism and reaction. 

As the imperialists' contention for 
red ividing the world rapidly nears a 
climax, the world is entering into an 
historic conjuncture. The human race is 

To the People of Palestine 

This message was presented to Palesti­
nian supporters of Mao who hosted a din­
ner party celebrating the formation of the 
Revolutionary Internationalist Move­
ment. The statement was signed by 17 
people allending the dinner party which 
included people from El Salvador, Iran, 
West Germany, Okinawa and the U.S. 

faced with a vita l decision over which 
road to take. One road leads to li fe and 
prosperity for all human beings - 1hc 
other leads to a deadend and perhaps 
complete destruction. The firs t is the road 
of revolution to overthrow all imperia­
lism, social-imperialism and reaction. 
The other is the road of capi1ula1 ion to 
one imperialism or anot her. 

The adva nced p ro le1ariat , 1he 
vanguard and class-conscious forces, 
mus! and will slep forward to put an end 
to imperialist oppression. The formation 
of Revolutionary lnternationalis1 Move­
ment is historica l evidence of such a 
possibili1y. However, there are great 
tasks that ye1 lie ahead. All ant i-imperia­
lis1 forces mus! be solidified, the 
ideological and poli1ical lines sharpened, 
and that line must be even more broadly 
spread to the international working class 
and oppressed people and further 
transformed into a strong ma1erial force 
for revolu1ion. 

With these tasks in mind, we would like 
to express our so lidari1y wi1h Revolu­
tionary Imernationa list Movemem in i1s 
struggle for human emancipat ion. We 
anxiously awai1 1he publica1ion of 1he 
Declaration of the Revolwionary Inter­
nationalist Movement. Aside from join­
ing the May Day activities here in 1he 
U, S., we have sent word about the forma­
tion of Revolutionary lnternationalis1 
Movement to revolut iona ry Afghans in 
Germany, Pakistan a nd Afghanistan 
itself, and have urged them 10 study 1he 
Declaration when it comes out. -
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Greeting 1-·rom Mao Tsetung-Kredsen, 
· Denmark 

The heroic stand of Ch iang Ching and 
Chang Chun-chiao upheld the red flag, 
,spread Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tselung 
T hough! inspiring revolu1ionaries all 
around the world. The formation of 1he 
Revolutionary Internat ionalist Move­
ment shows' in encouraging way the fu r­
ther ma1uring o f 1he revolutionary move­
mem, bo1h ideologically, politically and 
organisarionally. 

We want 10 express our admiral ion and 
our full agreemem 10 1he significam 
achievemenls of 1he Second Conference. 
This is a very 1imely a nd necessary step 
forward, giving firm ground for fu rther : 
uniting revolu1ionary forces all over the 
world. Living as we are in a small bu11no1 
at all insignificant imperialis1 coun1ry· 
profil ing· from exploi1ation o f not only 

- our own people bu1 in vas1 degree also 
from lhe neo-colonia list plunder, we feel 
the urgent need of close ties to 1he inter­
na1ionalis1 movemem. The proresting ac­
tivi1y of our wor ki ng class as well as 
01hers is very much infl uenced by refor­
mis1, economis1, revisionis1 forces , which 
in fae1 are lhe main obstacle 10 prepa ra-
1ion of a revolurionary public opinion 
among labouring people. 

We adhere fully to 1he s1a1emen1 1hat 
"furt her uniting our ranks, by further 
grounding our revolut ionary determina-
1ion in a scientific understanding of the 
nature, means and goal of the class strug­
gle, we can, toget her, help hasten the 
destruction of the forces of dark ness and 
advance forward in our glorious bau le to 
build a world wi1hout classes and ex­
ploi1a1ion." 

This dinner, celebrating the formation 
of the Revolutionary Internationalist 
Movement, taking place on the eve of 
Ma y lst, is an excellent example of the 
opportunities for the masses of people 
worldwide to help contnbute to forging 
vanguard leadership in Palestine, the 
country oppressed by Israel & Yanqui im­
perialism. 

From An African Revolutionary 

This statement was read at the May lst 
celebration in Atlanta. 

The European imperialisms, feudalism 
and the national bourgeoisie are not the 
only targets in Africa. Today, in their 
search for influence zones and their race 
toward world war, the two superpowers 
did not spare Africa. They have in­
filtrated it, each at its best, and have 
engrossed it with more contradictions or 
just backed up the trend of the fights that 
have been going on. Thus, the social­
imperialism has turned into degeneration 
and bureaucracies the main Movements 
of National Liberation and spoiled all the 
sacrifices done by the masses during years 
of struggle all over the continent. It also 
set up numbers of pseudo-Marxist parties 
whose main role is to oppose or 
d iscourage those involved in a true strug­
gle with a correct line. In that sense the 
cases of Angola, Guinea Bissau and 
Ethiopia, to name a few , are rich of 
lessons and we should draw them all 
definitely. As for the U.S. imperialism, 
its ties in Africa are gett ing bigger a nd 
stronger tha n ever. After promoting the 
Apa rtheid regime and corrupting a bunch 
of greedy or naive leaders (Zaire, Egypt, 

Njgeria, etc.) it keeps pushing forward by 
spreading ils economical domination all 
over under the cover of the IMF or o ther 
financial inst itutions under its control. In 
the last analysis, it appears that almost no 
country, d irectly o r indirectly, is spared 
by the aggressive progression of U.S. im­

The importance of breaking the im­
perialist chain in Palestine can' t be 
overestimated. The Middle East is one of 
the most crucial areas for U.S. im­
perialism, and other imperialist powers, 
especially the Soviet Union, covet it. 

All this heightens the need for a Party 
based on Marxism-Leninism-Mao 
Tsetung Thought which is the only thing 
that will lead this struggle to final victory. 

We pledge our support to the people of 
Palestine in this just struggle and to take 
all the steps necessary to help build the In­
ternationalist Party necessary to lead 
this. 

perialism. 
Therefore, we Africans born in the U.S. 

and particularly the revolutionary mind­
ed, we may be isolated from the African 
masses in their struggle, but not from the 
struggle, which is indeed one st ruggle. 
Our only and best way to go, is to join 
here the ranks of the proletariat in his 
fight against the bourgeoisie, under the 
flag of the RCP. In other words, for us 
over here, to fight for the liberation of the 
African peoples, is to fight for the over­
throw of the American bourgeoisie, 
enemy of all peoples. This is also another 
reason for all freedom fighters to 
welcome and continue the struggle for 
setting up a broadly representative 
Revolutionary Internationalist Move­
ment. 

Vive L' lnternationalisme proletarien! 
Vive la liberation des peuples Africains 

et du monde! 
Long live t-'1aY Day! 

Ethiopian Student Greets 1-"ormation of 
Revolutionary Internationalist 

Movement 

Statem ent at Cincinnati · May lst 
celebration. 

The forma tion of a Revolutionary In­
ternationalist Movement is a holiday of 

Continued on page 12 
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For forty-two months, the Iran-Iraq 
war has dragged on, with a relentless 
feroci ty and at staggering cost - an 
estimated death toll exceeding 300,000, 
many more than that injured and 
maimed, and hundreds of billions o f 
dollars in d irect and indirect property 
loss. For much of this time the war has 
alternated between steady simmer and 
furious white heat with little public 
ack nowledgement from the imperial 
citadels of power. Except in those 
periodic instances where the war has 
threatened to widen into the Gulf, raising 
nervous fea[.S in the West that this " jugu­
lar vein" supplying much of the "free 
world's" oil might be constricted or shut 
off, the war has aroused little sustained 
outcry. 

No,, the major powers of both West­
ern and Eastern blocs maintain a public 
posture of " neutrality" in the matter. 
The U.S., for example, has long cited its 
own neutral position so as to affi rm its 
own lack of culpability in the accumula­
tion of horrors that the war has become. 
Indeed, in portraying the war as a purely 
local matter, feeding on its own cyclical, 
internally generated hatreds, the Western 
nations have made convenient use of the 
conflict a~ an "exposure" of Third 
Wor ld barbarism and Islamic fanaticism 
- a cavalcade of atrocities without 
reason, againsr which the "civilized" 
world recoils in disbelief and horror. 

The recent disclosures concerning Iraq's 
u e of chemical warfare - mustard and 
nerve gas - against Iranian troops have 
been largely cast in this light, even though 
th;! details of this "exposure" revealed a 
ver) different picture. (It turned out, 
among other things, that the civilized 
West supplied Iraq with the necessary 
chemicals . And more, the controversy 
was parlayed by the civilized U.S. into a 
" treaty proposal" with the Soviets, 
whereby the U.S. would boost its own 
nerve gas stocks!) 

A different picture is cerrainly present­
ed in the war's origins. The U.S., after the 
revolution which toppled the Shah, en­
couraged Iraq to launch the 1980 inva­
sion of Iran, and since then the war has 
been integral to U.S. efforrs both to con­
tain the " spi llover, " destabilizing poten­
tial of the Khomeini regime and it s popu­
list-I slamic appeal in the region , as well as 
to effect changes benefi ting the U.S. 
within Iran itself. 

Iran a nd Iraq, of course, are ruled by 
intensely ideological regimes. Each consi­
ders itself officially nonaligned; each in 
face aspires, in different ways, to a posi­
tion of leadership among similarly " non­
aligned " nations. And each is up to its 
ears in imperialist entanglement. After 42 
months of war, both Iran and Iraq are 
even more tightly enmeshed than before 
in a criss-cross maze of economic, tech­
nological, and military. relations and 
agreements, upon which the war efforts 
of both countries ride. 

"Neutrality"? 

Take, for example, France's bur­
·geoning economic and military ties to 
Iraq - since 1980 its arms sales have 
totaled some $5.6 billion, its commercial 
and civilian contracts some $4. 7 billion. 
The French role is somewhat atypical, 
however, in that its high pro-Iraqi profile 
has led to a pronounced deterioration 0f 
its ties with Iran, so much so tjlat it has 
been largely cut out of the action there. 
(For this reason, a number of French 
business leaders have decried the "short­
sightedness" of French policy, arguing 
that the tranian market has a much richer 
potential.) 

In comparison, most of the major 
powers have managed through the war to 
expand their economic posi tion in Iran 
and Iraq alike . .Japanese interests have 
risen dramatically since 1980 - in trade, 
technological assistance, and industrial 
development programs, Japan now ranks 
among Iran and Iraq's principal econom­
ic "partners." Most of Western Europe 
conforms to this pattern, with West Ger­
many, Britain, and Italy being the most 
prominent in actively dealing with both 
countries. And this pattern extends to the 
West's non-Arab regional clients: Turkey 
has increased its trade with Iran, even 
while its oii pipeline continues to provide 
Iraq with its major ongoing source of 
revenue; Pakistan, which provides Saudi 
Arabia with about 20,000 of its army 
soldiers and is politically and financially 

tied to the (anti-Iranian) Arab Gulf 
states, has boosted its exports to Iran to 
about a half-billion dollars annually . 
And that hardy "nonaligned" perennial , 
Yugoslavia, has managed to do a bang­
up business with Iraq ($1 billion worth of 
construction work in 1982) while upgrad­
ing its relationship with Iran, which in­
cludes a projected $800 million of mutual 
trade over the next year. 

Delegations from East Germany and 
Bulgaria have recently visited Iran, 
holding talks to increase trade and ''econ­
omic cooperation," and North Korea 
recently signed a letter of understanding 
with Iran to increase "economic, com­
mercial, and technical relations." Even if 
U.S. relations with Iran over the past year 
were marked by growing political ten­
sions (sparked in part by the situation in 
Lebanon and growing U.S. preoccupa­
tion with 1'state terrorism" other than ·its 
own), culminating in the U.S . 's designa­
tion of Iran as a " terrorist nation" in 
January of this year, its 1983 trade with 
I ran rose to an estimated $ 1.2 billion. 
This, of course, even as the U.S. " tilt"' 
towards Iraq became more pronounced 
in the latter half of the year. 

It is in the realm of arms shipments and 
military supplies that some of the more 
intense imperialist maneuvering has 
transpired. While most of the West pro­
fesses to observe an international em­
ba rgo against arms shipments to Iran, 
over 40 countries are known to have sold 
it arms and equipment. This is not mainly 
a function of war profiteering (though, 
with Iran often paying three times the 
world market price for arms, there's 
enough of that to spread around) nor the 
netherworld of internat ional black and 
"gray" markets. The netherworld of im­
perialist calculation and intrigue provides 
a more cogent explanation as to why, for 
example, such a "natural" Iranian 
enemy cts Israel has become one of its 
leading surreptitious arms suppliers. 

The pattern for this was set early in the 
war. The U.S., in refusing to honor con­
tracts it had arranged through the Shah, 
had left Iran with a massive spare parts 
problem. Israeli agents, contacting repre­
sentatives from rhe Shah's U.S.-trained 
army, arra nged to at least partially fill the 
breach. The transa.ction served Israel's 
inter~st in preventing Iraq, which at that 
time was wreaking destruction on Iran, 
from gaining victory. But more, Israel 
was here surely acting in compliance with 
U.S. designs, since transactions - speci­
fically made through old allies from the 
Shah's army - would help to strengthen 
these forces' position within Iran 's post­
revolutionary society. Since then, this 
conduit has been strengthened (though its 
current status, in light of growing U.S. 
concerns over an Iraqi defeat, is un­
known). Time magazine, last July, re­
ported that hundreds of millions of 
dollars worth of U.S. arms and equip­
ment had reached Iran, including tank 
engines and fighter-plane spare parts -
routed through Israel, as well as Canada 
and Britain. South Korea has also served 
as a middleman making 60 purchases of 
missiles and spare parts for Iran in one 
year, in addition to selling arms of its own 
manufacture. 

In this , South Korea is joined by North 
Korea, which along with Syria and Libya, 
has served as a conduit for Soviet arms to 
Iran . North Korea has also served as a 
middleman for Iran's purchase of Chi­
nese-built aircraft (meanwhile China has 
increased its arms sales to Iraq, selling 
them $1 billion worth of tanks last year). 
Iran, meanwhile, prefers the circuitous 
nature of these arrangement5, insofar as 
they assisted in preserving its " neither 
East nor West" orienLation, in ap­
pearance if not in fact. The circuitry in­
volved here sometimes becomes hopeless­
ly convoluted, leading a Syrian minister 
on one occasion to exclaim in exaspera­
tion, "Why can't they just take their arms 
from the Soviet Union like we do?" 

When the Soviet Union cut off direct 
a rms shipments to Iraq following its 1980 
invasion (the Soviet arms shipments were 
resumed in early 1983), the breach was 
filled to some degree by Eastern Euro­
pean countries. Still the cutoff spelled an 
opening for the West, not only taken by 
France but by Egypt as well. As Egypt's 
arms industry still bears the technological 
imprint of its years under Soviet tutelage, 
it was able to provide Iraq with some 500/o 
of certain types of weapons, ammunition 

and spare parts. Or so the Egyptian 
minister of defense claimed in the fall of 
I 983, arguing that in so doing, Egypt had 
prevented "a certain Great Power" from 
continuing to exert pressure on Iraq "by 
not supplying it with spare parts and am­
munition." The identity of that other 
"certain Great Power" in whose interest 
Egypt has been acting shall be left to the 
reader to ascertain. Meanwhile, the 
Soviets continued to maintain an active 
foothold in Iraq primarily by virtue of 
their military shipments; such shipments, 
going far beyond "spare parts and am­
munition," totaled about $2 billion last 
year. 

"Who Said All Wars Are Bad Wars?" 

Obviously, imperialist " neutrality" in 
the war hardly connotes disinterest, but 
rather constitutes the political cover 

power than it is informed by the breadth 
of their ambitions. 

The high stakes that are involved are 
matched by high risks. Still, so long as the 
war has not spilled over into wider con­
flict or disruption, and stayed at the level 
of mutually ruinous Iranian-Iraqi stale­
mate, the U.S. c~rtainly has found little 
reason to push for its end, and has ample 
reason to encourage its continuation. 
U.S. officials have on occasion been 
almost cavalier in stating their cynical en­
thusiasm for the conflict. "Who said that 
all wars are bad wars,'.' one high-ranking 
U.S. diplomat said in 1980, in response to 
a question about U.S. policy towards the 
war (quote taken- from " The Forgotten 
War," by Edmund Ghareeb, American­
Arab Affairs, No. 5). A State Dept. of­
ficial, quoted in a Time magazine article 
last summer, added, "We don't give a 

The Myth of Neutrali 

behind which an active cultivation of in­
terest transpires. Surely "neutrality," 
even of itself, does not explain the almost 
total a bsence of any international 
"peacemaking" overtures of the kiod so 
often employed by the U.S. and other im­
perialist powers as an instrument of coer­
cion or pretext for outright intervention. 

Beyond its own military capacities; and 
those of its allies in and around' the Gulf, 
the U.S. sits atop an international net­
work of milita ry and economic relations 
and interests without which the war ef­
forts of either Iran or Iraq could not have 
gone very far for very long. For all the 
U.S. 's public declarations of disinterest, 
it has actively maneuvered throughout to 
cultivate interests and enhance its posi­
tion within both countries, and more 
broadly. U.S. "neutrality" in the war is 
largely determined by the danger that in 
more forthrightly choosing one side, the 
other would be pushed toward the Soviet 
camp. And the Soviet Union's own "neu­
trality" is governed by the same consider­
ation. It is this very active neutrality 
which has set the framework in which 
both powers, along with the junior part­
ners of their respective blocs, have 
maneuvered for advantage since the 
war's beginning. At stake is not simply 
the question of gaining ground in one or 
both countries; the Gulf war and its out­
come are major determinants of the bal­
ance of power in~ region of critical global 
signi ficance, a region which has loomed 
ever larger in the all-around military 
preparations and global war drives of 
both' the U.S.- and Soviet-led blocs. 
While the Iran-Iraq war is often pointed 
to as an example of the limits of " super­
power" regional influence, their position 
is less conditioned by the limitations of 

damn as long as the Iran-I raq war does 
not affect our allies In the region or airer 
the balance of power." 

Although the war soon proved a disas­
trous miscalculation for the Iraqi regime, 
which had envisioned a rela tively easy 
victory over the then fledgling Islamic 
Republic, Iraqi misfortunes themselves 
have provided the U.S. wit h som~ addi­
tional opportunities. As the Iraqi regime 
has grown increasingly hard-pressed, it 
has adopt~d an increasingly "moderate" 
role among the Arab states, a trend signi­
fied by its position towards Egypt. Where 
Iraq once led the ost racism of Egypt 
from Arab affairs over its Camp David 
transgressions, in the last year it has 
played a pivotal role in paving the way for 
Egypt's return to the Arab fold. This, 
along with Iraq 's strengthened ties with 
Jotdan and friendlier relations with 
Saudi Arabia and the oil sheikdoms of 
the Gulf, complements its more general 
shift towards the West over recent years. 
Still, American officials, along with some 
of their Arab counterparts, remain suspi­
cious of the intentions of Iraq's leaders, 
on occasion wondering aloud as to 
whether Iraq 's welcomed "moderation" 
of recent vintage represents a lasting 
trend or simply a temporary ploy to be 
discarded at war's end and at first o·ppor­
tunity. Economically integrated into the 
West, politically aligned with the pro­
West Arab mainstream, Iraq's continu­
ing military ties with the Soviet Union 
spell continued uncertainty over its future 
direction. 

The war's impact on Iran's internal si­
tuation presents a still more complex pic­
ture. Things have gone through stages. 
After a brief init ial period, the war·became 
a reactionary endeavor on all sides. While a 
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quick victory over Iran was originally 
concei\'ed , as the war has gone on ic has in 
important vv ays strengthened the Kho­
meini regime, creating pa triotic unity 
around the government. It also provided 
the regime with the opportunity to effect 
a practical alliance (t hough still rife with 
contradictions) between the " old" and 
" new" elements o f Iranian society; be­
tween such seemingly incompatible poles 
of political interest as the Revolmionary 
Guards - who, by their religious zeal 
and the sheer intensity of their act ivism 
have been th~ indispensable props of the 
mullahs' rule - a nd e lements of the 
Shah 's U.S.-trained army, whose politi­
cal rehabilitation was hastened and 
secured in the ensuing war effort. (I n ad­
dition , the security a nd intelligence ser­
vices - reorganized and strengthened 
since the revolution - a re mainly led by 

loyal troops," there a re widespread deser­
tions from the front. The concentration of 
milita ry strength o n the Iraq front has 
given freedom for the ant iregime st ruggle 
in Kurdesta n to expand. T he regime's con­
tinuing abili ty to galvanize broad na tio na l 
unity around its war aims must be ques­
tioned . 

In an y event , as far as the U.S. is con­
cerned , it has found Iran's preoccupa­
tions with Baghdad over the past several 
years to be preferable to any outward 
th rust directed elsewhere, particula rly 
against the militarily weak and poli tically 
vulnerable Gulf states, Saudi Arabia and 
the o il sheikdoms. By virtue o f its pro­
claimed " neutra lit y" in the war, the U .S. 
has kept its hands a t least nominally 
"clean," a matter of no small importance 
considering p resent and future U.S. in­
trigue inside Iran . And, as indicated 

ty and the Gulf War 

As for the Soviet Union, its position 
has shifted somewhat through the war's 
co urse. For the Soviet leaders, the Iranian 
Revolut ion had spelled both possible op­
portunity and trouble. Hardly enamored 
of the Khomeini regime's militantly Isla­
mic character - a ll the more so given the 
Soviets ' own problems in neighboring 
Afghanistan - the Soviet leaders none­
theless hoped to find common ground 
with the new regime."' To this end, Soviet 
intelligence provided Iran's leaders with a 
deta iled report of Iraq's invasion plans in 
1980 , several weeks before it took place. 
Such an act could hardly have endeared 
the Soviets to their erstwhile Iraqi allies 
and was one of a series o f Soviet initia­
tives in this period designed to enhance 
their own influence, and that of their 
Tudeh Party proteges, within Iran . Such 
overtures have met with little enduring 
success, exemplified , for one thing, by 
the recent crackdown and humiliation o f 
the Tudeh Party in Iran . Still , in rhe 
Southwest Asian a rena, the war poses 
so me advantages to the Soviet Union -
insofar as the war with Iraq has over­
whelmingly abso rbed Iran's energies, it 
has weakened its abili ties to add to Soviet 
p roblems in A fghanistan th rough sup­
port o f the insurgents there. Within the 
Arab context, support for Iran by the 
Soviets' major a llies, Libya and Syria, can 
be construed as a long-term investment on 
the So viets' pa rt . At the same time it has in 
the short-run added further stra in to these 
countries' relations with o ther A rab states. 
A nd in recent years th is has compl~ated 
somewhat the Sovie1 efforts to forge an 
" anti-(U. S. ) imperia lis t" consensus 
among Arab states, a consensus based o n 
these states ' contradictio ns with Israel and 
on the continued erosion o f the posture o f 
U.S. " evenhandedness" in the Arab­
Israeli conflict. The U.S. has played off 
the Gulf war, and the " Ira nia n threat" 
more genera lly, so as to further prod the 
" moderate" Arab states away from their 

former members of the S hah 's in famous 
SAVAK.) 

And there is compulsio n for the war's 
continued prosecutio n . Having sup­
pressed more genuinely revolutionary 
currents internally, the Iranian regime 
persists in its efforts to " export" abroad 
its own versio n of the "revolution, " or 
face a major deflatio n of the ideological 
stance and values with which it has legiti­
mized its rule. 'The war with Iraq has 
become the main focus of this outward 
thrust. T he Iranian regime is demanding 
$150 billion in war reparations and the 
removal o f Iraqi p resident Saddam Hus­
sein. It would be very d ifficult for the 
regime to depart from its war a ims a t th is 
time: to what purpose, then , could it 
justify the war effort? 

So, the regime needs the war - but 
there are grave risks involved . Iran is a 
coumry replete with se rious polit ical 
fissures, easi ly antagonized by the war's 
strains. Within the regime there is o ngoing 
conflict among reactiona ry class forces, 
and there is considerable friction between 
the leading institut io ns of power. T he 
regime's ini tial populis t appeal has been 
greatly ta rnished by the draconian n_ature 
o f its reactionary rule and tts consistent 
resistance to reform - land redistribu­
tion for example, has been effectively 
thw~rted, 80 percent of the land remai_ning 
in the hands of large landowners, a sttua­
tton maintained in large part through the 
vociferous insistence of land holding 
mullahs that it would be " un-lslamic" o f 
them to give up their holdings. Increased 
oil revenues a re offset by s~vere disloca­
tion in other economic sectors, and by the 
expense of the war. T he hi_gh nu~ber of 
war casualties is clearly having an impact . 
And despite all the stories of "fanat ically 
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above, U.S. a llies have used the situa tion 
to strengthen the grip o f Western impe­
ria lism inside Iran , including strengthen­
ing the positio n o f pro-U .S. forces in the 
Islamic Republic Pa rty. 

TURKEY 

EGYPT 

• While the Soviet 1979 ima, ion o t Afgha ni, tan 
wa ' la rgely prompted by the deter iorat ion o f ih 
po,ition within Afghani\lan it,elf. it wa' hardl) 
unrelat ed to the turmrnl in neighho ring Ira n. Prior 
10 the Soviet im a,ion. relat ion' bCl\\Cen Afghani.· 
ta n and Iran had he<:ome vcr) had; Ha fi1ullah Ami n 
ha_d ,tK.:ecded in arou,i ng widc, pread b lami.: re· 
,entmcnt through hi' rather dum') and crrat i.: 
.. communi't" poli.:ie, , a nd one o f 1 he lir,1 ta'k' o t 
hi' ~hhCCl\\-pic~etl 'uc.:e~'or . Harbrak (.;annal. "a' 
1n ptir, u t• a more .:onciliato ry' line to ward' h lam. 
hoth \\i thin Af~hani,tan and in rela11on 10 1h.: Iran 
ian kadcr,hip. iarnml 1110 ' co -,ui<" ~I~ 11> rc,tore the 
grt•cn national llag - 1lw.:o lor .. 1 l ~la111 - \\ hid1 hi' 
predt•ce"or had rcpla.:cd " it h a red one. Soon after 
So,iet tank' had placed him in p1m er. lo;armal ,en1 
lo;homeini a pt·r,onal me"agc. a ttempting 10 make 
.:o mmon came with the Imam h' cquating Amin 
"ith the Sha h. anti pleading for · ·.:on,olitla tion ot 
the fraterna l and fricnd lv h lami.: rcla1i1>n' bcl\\ cen 
tht' A, fghan a nd the lra.nian pt•o plc. ·· All to little 
a' a il. and the Soviet .:ampaign in A l"ghani,t an ha' 
prmed a major poi nt of frktio n in lranian-S<" it'I 
n:kJtinn, . ,., n\Crall relat io n' ' in.:e that time hll\ c 
had!~ deteriuratctl . 
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traditiona l preoccupat ions with Israel (the 
anti- Israel posture o f these sla tes, however 
hollow, has long served as 1 he raison d'etre 
of 1heir a rmed forces) and towards a mo re 
a ll-around, "enlightened" percept ion of 
their security interests. U .S efforts to 
enlist the Arab states in an anti-Sovie t, 
anti-Iranian " strategic consensus" have 
been heavily oriented towards the situa­
tio n in the Gulf, in particular the need to 
coordina te milita ry efforts in 1he a rea. 

The resumption of more open Soviet 
support for Iraq can be seen in part as an 
effo rt to deny the U .S. an o pen field in 
this endeavor . Resuming massive a rms 
shipments in early 1983, it began to show 
a more marked political tilt ·towards Iraq 
late last year , genera lly reflecting the Ira­
q i viewpoint in its news broadcast state­
ments. 

1
Such a tilt coinciqed with the 

growing U.S . debacle in Lebanon, a nd 
the suggestio n o f new opportunities for 
the Soviets a mong the Arab state~ - the 
feelers sent o ut by the Egyptians, for ex­
ample, concerning a resumptio n o f diplo­
matic and limited economic rela tions 
with the Soviets . At the same time, the 
consequences of Soviet moves to improve 
ties with Iraq should not be exaggerated . 
Like the U.S. , the Soviets seek to prevent 
an Iraqi defeat, but no t necessarily much 
more than tha t. In th is respect, it hasl10t 
o nly to consider its fu tu re rela tions wi th 
Iran , but the viability of its foothold in 
Iraq as well. So long as the war is o n , Ira­
q i dependency on Soviet a rms is assured , 
the importance of these arms to its war 
machine serving to amplify and underline 
a continued Soviet influence there. In 
this, the Soviets are apparent ly as d is­
trustful of a postwar Iraqi leadership as 
the U.S. And in this respect , both prefer 
the maintenance of a continued stalemate 
in the war and continued "neutrality" in 
which fu rther jockeying for position may 
take place. 

A ll of this points to the fact tha t' for 
both the U .S. and Soviet Union , the war 
has been more than accl!ptable as a 
framework through which each has ma­
neuvered for advantage. And because the 
Gulf is an a rea in which U.S. and Western 
interests are predominant, the war has 
been of particula r use to the West in a 
number of respects. If the Iranian Revo­
lution . marked a major loss , since 1979 
the U.S. has ma neuvered 10 consolidate 
its posit ion elsewhere in the Gul f o n a 
higher level, a ll the while maneuvering in­
side Iran . A nd because the war has re­
mained a t a rela tive sta lemate these past 
years, it has enabled the U.S. to res1o re a 
certa in eqtii librium in the region. Thal 
such an "equilibrium " has been main­
tained thro ugh the prosecution o f this in­
credibly bloody conflict testifies not on ly 
to the utter cynic ism and reactio n o f U.S. 
interests and designs in the a rea, but to 
the instability of its position as well. For 
the war ca rries its own internal dynamic, 

Conti,nued on page 10 
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The Myff:I of Neutrality 
ahd the· GuH War 
Continued on page 9 

the belligeren1s !heir O\\ n interests and 
necessities. And O\C'r 1he recent period , 
the war has threatened in numerous way~ 
to \\iden in 5copc and impact, \1i1h pos-
ibly far-reaching consequences. 

The War 

lr(ln present I) has an estimated 500,000 
troops mas ed on the Iraqi border, presu­
mably poised to rcs.ume 1he offensive ii 
began in February. The Iranian leader­
ship recently designated this to be the 
"year of final decision," and Iraq has 
likewise intensi fied its range of act ivities 
- from diplomac) 10 chemical warfare 
to escalating attacks on oil tankers in the 
Gulf - to thwart the Iranian war effort. 
The fighting in February was marked not 
only b) the savage inrensity of the ground 
battles, but b) unusually fierce Iraqi and 
Iranian artiller) and air attacks against 
c ities, infrastruc~ure, and industrial 
areas. T his wa \'e of artacks on civilian 
target , coupled with the fighting on the 
ground , represented more than quantita­
tive escalacion. The Iranian offensive, 
and the nature of Iraq's response, signi­
fied a g rowing impatience and despera­
tion on both sides, a recognition that the 
war is coming to a juncture of sorts, one 
which may weigh heavily on its future 
course. A look at the interpenctrating 
military, economic, and political conside­
rat ions facing both belligerents helps 
show why this is so. 

Since Iran successfully drove the bulk 
of the invading Iraqi army from its terri­
tory in 1982, the initiative has been large­
ly in its hands. But it has been unable to 
translate this into decisive advantage, and 
the war ha!> come to be characterized by 
military stalemate. Iran has a number of 
strategic advantages over Iraq - a 3 to I 
population ratio, and far greater territo­
rial depth. But possessed of a badly 
deteriorated air force, generally out­
gunned by superior Iraqi firepower, and 
with the locus of fighting having shifted 
to Iraqi soil, the Iranian regime has been 
unable to sustain its thrusts into Iraq for 
very long. 

Given th1!se factors, the Iranian regime 
has, since 1982, primarily opted to wage a 
war of attrition, conducted with the aim 
of encouraging internal turmoil and 
revolt inside Iraq, hoping in this way to 
topple Saddam Hussein and his regime. 
Integral to Iran's calculations has been 
Iraq's Shi'ite Muslim majority; while 
Hussein and most of his ministers are of 
the Sunni minority, the regime is formally 
of a secular character (though hardly 
averse to employing its own brand of 
religious demagoguery), and Iran's ap­
peals to Iraq's population have been 
based on both seclarian appeal and on the 
nolion of holy war against the bankrupt 
infidel "socialism" of Hussein's reigning 
Ba'ath party. But most important t<> 
Iranian stralegy is its estimation that 
Iraq's economy simply cannot shoulder 
the rising burdens of the war. Through 
maintaining a pressure-cooker situation 
in this way, then, Iran anticipates that the 
necessary conditions for Hussein's down­
fall will sooner or later be reaiized. In 
respect to its economy, Iran is beuer 
situaled than Iraq . 

T his strategy has taken its toll on Iraq. 
With its own oil export facilities in the 
Gulf rendered unusable since the early 
part of the war, and with its major oil 
pipeline thro ugh Syria cut off since 1982, 
Iraq's prewar export average of over 3 
million barrels a day has been reduced to 
about 700,000. Its prewar foreign curren­
cy reserves of about $36 billion, out of 
which it had intended to finance a major 
economic development program, have 
long since dried up, and it is now in debt 
to the rune of over $30 billion. Its econ­
omy relies increasingly on domestic aus­
Lerity programs and foreign import cre­
dits to keep afloat (this in addition , of 
course, lo the $26 billion or so loaned 
Iraq by Saudi Arabia and Kuwait since 
the war began). 

Iraq is presently taking steps to a llevi­
ate this situation. A project to enlarge the 
capacity of its · oil pipeline through 
Turkey should be finished in July. Work 
on a new pipeline through Saudi Arabia is 
already underway and scheduled for 
completion next year. And an additional 

oil pipeline b. to be built through Jordan, 
with a projected capacity of I millio n bar­
rels a day. Bechtel Group Inc. (the name 
should ring a bell with those familiar with 
the business histories of George Shultz 
and Caspar Weinberger) has submiued a 
bid fort he contract , and the U.S. Export­
Import Bank i~ expected to provide fund­
ing. 

The net effect of these moves, when 
completed, would enable Iraq to restore 
its oil export potential to about 800/o of its 
prewar levels. The prospect goes a long 
way to providing for future Iraqi solven­
cy and stability, and thus undermines a 
major part of Iranian strategy. Thus, the 
massive scale of Iran 's February cam­
paign, which may yet be resumed in corn­
ing weeks, suggests a new urgency on the 
part of Ira n's leaders, an effort to bring 
matlers to a head within the shortest 
possible time. 

An indicat ion of this was to be found in 
Iran's February bombing of several ma­
jor Shi'ite popula rion centers, such as the 
-southern city of Basra. In the past, Iran 
had refrained from bombing such areas, 
hoping instead to win the hearts and 
minds of the population there, enlisting 
them as "natu ra l allies" in the struggle 
against Saddam Hussein. Apparently 
having lost patience with this approach, 
Iran turned to sterner forms of persua­
sion, hoping that its bombs, sowing 
chaos and panic, might succeed, where its 
Islamic appeals had thus far failed, in 
destabilizing the internal Iraqi position. 

Iran's main form of assault, of course, 
remains its ground forces. Waves of 
poorly trained, ill-equipped irregulars 
have been· hurled repeatedly against 
Iraq's heavily fortified and mined defen­
ses in order to clear the way for Iran's 
Revolutionary Guards and regular army 
forces. This medieval military doctrine is 
born both of convenience - the irregu­
lars are largely drawn from the bountiful 
" surplus" population from Iran's mori­
bund rural economy - and necessity. 
"We have so few tanks," an Iranian of­
ficer explained recently to an Eastern 
European journalist visiting the front. 
Hence, the cynical calculations behind 
the Ayatollah Khomeini's assertion that 
Iran is a "martyr-nurturing nation ." 
(Khomeini's military tactics have, of 
course, drawn repeated Western media 
attention, analogies to World War I, etc. 
.- further proof of barbarism unleashed. 
This is presumably in contrast to the 
more enlightened military doctrines of 
the likes of Kissinger and McNamara and 
the humane H-bomb.) · 

While Iran 's ground offensive has met 
with mixed results, Iraq remains vulner­
able despite its superior air force, fire­
power edge, and the fact that it is now 
fighting on its own territory. Its major 
population centers are mostly situated 
close to the Iranian border; the eastern 
highway linking Baghdad ·to Basra (a 
highway heavily relied on by the military) 
has major stretches only about 20 miles 
away. The February offensive brought 
the war much closer to ' 'home' ' for many 
Iraqis than had previously been the case. 
The bombing of Basra in late February 
sent tens of thousands of residents in 
flight, many of them crowding into Ku­
wait, the tiny sheikdom nestled a long 
Iraq's · southeast border. Previously, 
Iraq's population had for the most part 
been spared such direct contact with the 
war; while suffering the war's strains and 
burdens, daily life for most had remained 
by and large removed from the situat~on 
on the front. That front, however, has 
now moved with new intensity onto Iraqi 
soil, and on the other side stand a half­
million Iranian troops. 

Just what the present situa tion will lead 
to, on the battlefield and in respect to 
Iraq's internal situation, remains un­
clear. Iran's February offensive was a t 
least momentarily halted - though the 
Iranians, maintaining control of Maj ­
noon Island, can claim their first clear 
territorial conquest of the war. C learly 
the Iranian forces a re catching their 
brea th, patching up their supply lines and 
logistical support from the rear, upon 
which any further forays into Iraq would 
depend. In the interim, the Iranian lead­
ership is taking full advantage of the 

furor over Iraq's use of chemical wea­
pons in an attempt to undercut Western 
support for the Iraqi regime and isolate it 
.politically. 

What is clear, in any event , is that the 
situat ion has become an increasingly in­
tolerable one for Iraq 's leaders. And 
herein lies a major departure point be­
tween their agend a and tha t of 1he U.S. 
Insofar as the U.S. has "tilted" towards 
Iraq, it has done so expressly to prevent 
Iraq's defeat, not in any particular way to 
hasten the war's end. U.S. assistance to 
Iraq has been largely designed to lighten 
some of its burdens, shore up its econom­
ic prospects, a nd thus insure the contin­
ued viability of its war effort. 

Thus, the growing proclivity of Iraq 's 
leaders to a ttempt to "internationa lize" 
the war. "The continuation of the war 
will inevitably widen it, " warned Iraq's 
undersecre tary for foreign a ffa irs, 
following a trip to the U.S. "We have the 
means to d o great damage and we retain 
the right to do it if necessary." Thus, 
Iraq's continued attacks on Gulf oil traf­
fic. Iraqi a ttacks on Gulf oil tanker!> have 
been fairly haphazard - in March, for 
example, it s missiles struck tankers 
belonging to Kuwait and Saudi Arabia 
(its main financial backers in the war); 
last week a Saudi supertanker was severe­
ly damaged by another Iraqi auack. 
Whether this is due to the inexperience of 
Iraq's pilots, the sloppiness of its intelli­
gence, or the deliberate calculation of its 
leaders, it adds to the more general im­
pression that Iraq's actions in the Gulf 
thus far have represented less a serious ef­
fort to stop Iranian oil export traffic, and 
more resemble the actions of a provoca­
teur, attempting to intensify internation­
a l nervousness over the possible disrup­
tions in Gulf oil supplies, and in this way 
increase Western pressures against Iran . 

Saddam Hussein warned a group of 
Arab ambassadors assembled in Bagh­
dad earlier this year that " If I go, every­
one goes," adding that he was perfectly 
willing to risk provoking "the third world 
war" if necessary . Hussein's remarks 
might be seen as the hollow bravado of a 
rather desperate man. Of Hussein's des­
peration there can be little question. But 
neither can it be quest ioned that the Iran­
Iraq war exists in hair-trigger proximity 
to a number of possible international 
chain reactions. 

The most widely discussed of these, of 
course, has been the well-known scenario 
wherein Iraq, in stepping up its attacks on 
Iranian shipping and export facilities, 
prompts Iran to respond by closing the 
Strait of Hormuz. Iranian military capa­
bilities to actually pull this off have been 
fairly widely discounted in the West, but 
it is acknowledged that the sinking of 
even a few ships would raise insurance 
rates precipitously high and insure a fair 
amount of disruption. About 40 percent 
of Western Europe's, and about 60 per­
cent of Japan's, oil supplies go through 
the Strait of Rormuz. And while there is a 
current abundance of oil in the interna­
tional market, the question is not one of 
availability of oil per se. As always, the 
distribution and allocation of oil is me­
diated through capitalist relations, and 
significant disruptions in supply lines at 
the very least raise the possibility of 
hoarding and panic buying on the oil spot 
market, which accounts for about 25 per­
cent of the international market. This 
could threaten to play havoc with the oil 
pricing structure, putting additional 
strains on an already shaky financial 
system (analysts a re particularly worried 
about the effects on such oil-importing 
debtor nations as Brazil and Argentina, 
already hard-pressed to pay the interest 
amount on their colossal debts). 

Global and Regional Contenlion 

Important as such considerations may 
be, they hardly delimit the stakes involved 
here. The fall of the Shah marked a major 
setback for the U.S. The Iran-Iraq war 

.has provided the opportunity for the U.S. 
to strengthen its position in the Gulf 
region, further cement its own imperia list 
alliance and prepare for war with the So­
viet bloc. The G ulf itself has emerged as a 
major focus of interna tional contention, 
a primary point of U.S. and allied 
"power projection" scenarios, and the 
object of la rge-scale military buildup and 
" Rapid Deployment Force" maneuvcrs. 

In moving to upg rade and accentuate 
its role as milita ry policeman of the Gulf 
since 1979, the U .S. has emphasized its 
role as the guardia n of the Gulf's oil ship­
ping lanes. The vulnerability of its major 

a llies in Europe and Japan to any disrup­
tions in Gulf oil shipments is clear; by 
adopting the mantle as principal Gulf 
policeman, the U.S . has given weight and 
definition to its own role as foremost 
milita ry power amongst the allies, under­
scoring their dependency upon that role 
and thus making. m()re "persuasive" the 
facts of U.S. military and political leader­
ship within its bloc. 

Along~ide this, allied concern over the 
G ulf has emerged as a major factor in 
U.S.-European efforts to redefine and 
broaden the scope of NATO's "legiti­
mate security interests," beyond the 
purely European theater and into more 
far-flung regions of vital mutual interest. 
Towa rds this end, Britain and France 
have devoted themselves to developing a 
naval interventionary .forct: capable of 
moving into the Gulf. The terms of such 
a llied efforts a re doubly ad va ntageous to 
the U.S., as it has sought throughout this 
period to forge a more a rt icula ted milita­
ry a lliance among its major partners. The 
Gulf situation has provided compelling 
incentive for the Eurbpean powers to 
pick up on " their fair share' ' of the bur­
den in policing the frontiers of a wobbly 
empire, but in such a way tha t reinforces 
the hierarchical relations within the bloc. 
In the Gulf, as in general, the U.S. re­
ma ins the main and leading military 
power, in support of which the ot her 
Western na tions must tailor their own ef­
forts. 

Growing emphasis o n the G ulf over the 
past few years has gone ha nd in hand with 
intensifying U.S. efforts to mount a 
counteroffensive against the Soviets, to 
reverse a trend in which the Soviets had, 
since the mid-'70s, enjoyed. some success 
in moving into areas previously consi­
dered the exclusive preserve of Western 
imperialism. In the Middle East, the So­
viets have sought to advance their own 
imperialist designs mainly through taking 
advantage of U.S. difficulties in the area, 
whether in relation to the' Arab-Israeli 
conflict, or through riding the back of 
popular (or inter-bourgeois) discontent 
against local rulers s:rongly identified 
with the U.S. And while the '70s were 
marked by a decline of Soviet fortunes in 
much of the Arab world, it had estab­
lished itself fairly strongly, by decade's 
end, in a number of states of the Middle 
East's geographical periphery - in the 
case of Ethiopia, South Yemen, and Af­
ghanistan, the Soviets were situated on 
the periphery of the Gulf itself. The Iran­
ian Revolution seemed to open further 
opportunities, and if the Soviets have 
proven unsuccessful in establbhing a 
beachhead there, it hasn't been for lack 
of trying. 

Thus, as the U.S. came increasingly to 
target the Gulf as a ·stra tegic object of 
allied concern, the question of "contain­
ing" the Soviet Union was pushed to the 
forefront. The Gulf took on a twofold 
geostrategic importance - in its own 
rig ht , as a primary source of oil for the 
West, and as the geographical pivot of a 
projected "Arc of C risis," extending 
from Pakistan to the Horn of Africa, an 
a rc in which the na tions were said to be 
falling, domino-like, to the voracious 
Soviet bear. As U.S.-Soviet contentio n 
pushed ineluctably to the forefront of in­
ternational relations, prominent Ameri­
can analysts, and government officials 
more prominent in beating the war 
drums, invariably focused on the three 
"primacies" : the primacy of the Gulf, 
the primacy of restoring American mili­
ta ry supremacy and enhancing powcr­
projection capabilities, and the primacy 
of containing the Soviet Union . In the 
various scenarios advanced concerning 
potential interna tional tlashpoints, a ll 
three concerns have often been com­
pounded; World War 3 scenarios, which 
had heretofore l)een la rgely fixated on 
Wester') Europe as the starting point o f 
geometrica lly escalating hostilities, have 
in recent years focused on the Gulf as a 
likely touch-of( point. The Soviets, on 
their part, have similarly "red-lined" the 
region - a U. S. invasion o f Iranian terri-' 
tory, Soviet o fficials have stressed, would 
necessarily trigger a direct Soviet re­
sponse. Such projections as these, of 
course, should not be equa ted with hard 
and fast likelihoods. They do indicate the 
high stakes involved, in a vola tile regio n 
overshadowed by a war - the longest 
running large-scale conventional war 
since WW2, by the way - which, having 
been encouraged and fa nned by the impe­
rialist powers from the beginning, shows 
little sign of abatement or resolution. 1 
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May Day at Damian Garcia Park 

San Francisco March 
On May Day in the S~n Francisco Bay 

Area, the B.C P and the Bay Area May 
Day Commit tee ca lled for a convergence 
and rally in the M ission District _to 
celebrate the formation of the Revolu­
tionary Internationalist Movement. 

The May Day slogans of the Revolu­
tionary Internationalist Movement were 
emblazoned o n red ba nners around the 
BA RT Plaza at 24th & Mission Streets. 
Amplified sounds o f May First rocked 
through the streets, including a speech by 
the RCP, and statements celebra ting the 
fou nding of the Revolutio nary Interna­
tionalist Movement by the General Union 
of Democratic Students and Patriotic 
Afghans , and by supporters of the Union 
of Iranian Communists. 

The scene at the Plaza was intense -
on the one hand, there were so many 

police that anyone who wanted to enter 
practically had to run the gauntlet; on the 
ot her, a gro up of defiant rebels did run 
that gauntlet, especially revolutionary 
youth, including Black and Latino pro­
letarian youth, anarchist-leaning punks 
from Berkeley and San Francisco, and a 
scattering of revolutionary youth ·active 
in poli tical movements, including a small 
number of proletarians from the Mis­
sion. One immig rant from a fascist coun­
try told of struggling with his friends to 
come, and then when he could not win 
them over, coming anyway himself, even 
though he felt he ran a risk of arres1 and 
even deportation. He felt tha t this May 
Day celebration just had to happen. 

As the rally ended, the celebra tion 
formed imo a march, led by a banner 
with the slogan " Long Live Red First o f 

May Day in Los Angeles featured a 
convergence a t the· intersection of Seventh 
a nd Alvarado, entrance to Damian 
Garcia Park and scene o(c;ignificant May 
Day activities in Los Angeles over the 
past ' few years. About 150 people 
gathered a t the park entrance while 
another 125 took up posts behind the 
police lines on the other three corners. 

The highlight of the May First rally was 
a speech by a representative of the RC P, 
the second major party speech in the park 
in nine days. This one focused on the for­
matio n of the Revolutionary Interna­
tionalist Movement a nd the material -
not merely symbolic - strengths of pro­
letarian internationalism that it provides. 
As each party and organization adhering 
to the Revolutionary Internationalist 
Movement was mentioned, a cheer went 
up from the crowd and red flags waved. 
Cheers were particularly strong at the an­
nouncement that the Declaration of the 
Revolutionary Internationalist Move­
ment had been published and was now 
available. 

The role of the more advanced was 
particularly significant around May 
First. In preparation, for example, a 
group of proletarians met with a party 
member who gave a presentation on the 
struggle in India, based o n the book 
Spring Thunder. Following the meeting, 
a banner was sent to India. And at the · 
May Day .convergence, there was a squad 
of Latino immigrant proletarians, in­
cluding some who've been around the 
party for several years and some newer 
forces who just came forward this year­
wi th both being inspired and drawn 
closer by the formation of the Revolu­
tionary Internationalist Movement; they 
took up posts on a wall at the entrance to 
the park and, outfitted with red carna­
tions, red flags and Revolutionary Inter­
nationalist Movement and May Day 
stickers a ll over their clothing, led the 
gathered crowd in chants. There were two 
youths from the East Los Angeles hous­
ing projects where Comrade Garcia had 

May, Symbol of World Proletarian 
Revolution!" The marchers swept out of 
the plaza, an image of internationalism, 
with many wearing Palestinian Kafiyehs 
and Sandinista bandannas. The target of 
the march was the Armed Forces 
Recruiting Center, 20 blocks away, where 
the May Day Committee and the RCP 
had promised to deliver a message from 
the international proletariat about im­
perialist war preparations . 

The march itself had about 120 a t its 
peak. Fa; three hours, it moved through 
mainly proletaria n nei ghborhoods , 
cha nts resounding through the streets. 
All along the way, it was " escorted" by 
SF pigs; another small army of cops rush­
ed to be at the recruiting center ahead o f 
the marchers. 

At the edge of the Mission, the march 
passed along a sma ll, ma inly Black pro­
ject. A crowd of youth gathered a t the 
edge o f 1he project, agita tio n rang out, 
a nd a mother of one o f the youths put her 

been murdered, announcing where-they 
were from and that they had made the 
banner they proudly displayed; when the 
inevitable organized crew of police-led 
religio us reactionaries began shouting 
"God bless America" a t them, the, 
youths began to loudly agitc.te against go­
ing into the military "to die for the rich 
who. rule these big powers in the world ." _ 
An activist in the Native American strug­
gle began agitat ing about the American 
flag, calling it a symbol of crimes of op-

. pression a ll a round the world, including 
against the indigenous peoples ano "tlle 
rape of Mother Earth"; he later said that 
he had been trying to keep his agitation 
"both red a nd Indian. " These.celebrants 
were joined by a large sect ion of im­
migra nt youth from ~he centra l L.A . 
area, a few Black youth from various 
parts of L.A. , punks, art students, a nd 
some people from the an1 i-nuke lantiwar 
movement. 

The LA. city fa1hers' p lan for this 
May First included the usual armed-camp 
atmosphere in the neighborhood sur­
rounding the park - helicopters circling 
overhead, a fleet of pig cars, marked and 
unmarked, roaming the s1reets with 
American flags on their dashboards in 
hon.or o f the holiday, and several teams 
of mounties in posit ion in the park and 
immediately adjacenl to ii . A parade per­
mit had been "granted" - no t for the 
rou1e originally sought but for a rou1e 
tha1 LAPD Chief Daryl G ates approved 
- and the area marked off was com ple1e­
ly separa ted from 1he masses. This had 
1he dis1inc1 smell o f an ambush, a nd 1he 
proletariat declined 10 ma rch into it. 

Unlike previous May Days, the 
phalanxes of police, while certainly on 
hand to intimidate, did not launch 1heir 
UJiual exhibi1iori o f a ll-oUI thuggery, and 
Chief Gates was on the scene to show tha1 
he was personally in charge of tl;e opera­
tio n. Police tact ics this year were un­
doubtedly conditioned by the 'fact tha t 
the Olympics are less than 1hr~e months 
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head out of the window and urged on the 
youth to join the march, crying "This is-' 
against oppression." Meanwhile, two 
youths off to the side began to burn red 
flags, but others literally danced in the 
streets waving the red flags high. Then, 
about ten youth formed up into an im­
promptu brigade, and marched down the 
street a nd then across to the march, wav­
ing red flags and chanting, especially 
"World revolution not world war!" In 
all , about 20 people from the projects, in­
cluding some adults, joined the march. 

As the march drew nearer the Armed 
Forces Recruiting Center, 1he police set 
up barricades around the center, and 
formed int o double and triple lines 
behind them, batons ou1 and helmets on. 
There were massive reserve fo rces in 
wa iting - mot orcycle po lice, cops o n 
horseback, dozens more riot po lice; 
underco ver cops o f every kind swarmed 
a round, with and without cameras. 

Cont inued on page 14 
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Greeting 
Con1inued from page 7 

1 he "'orld prole1aria1. II i' a holiday 1 ha1 
should be celebra1ed 1· i)ridc, indigna-
tion and a commitm accomplish 1he 
task or uniting the Il l orolc1ariai 10 
wipe ou1 reaction f om 1hc face of the 
earth. At a time 11 Ill 1 U.S . imperialism is 
running rabid from l ebanon to Grenada, 
from Poland 10 Cent ral America, in. an 
attempt 10 save i1 crumbling 11orld em­
pire, a t a 1 ime .\1 hen Sovie1 social­
imperiai ism is perveriing and sabotaging 
the world prole1arian mo1emen1 10 ra lly 
it to its side, a1at ime11hcn 1hc C hinese 
revisionist bow to 1hc dicta1e of thei r 
master , U .S . imperiali~m. and turn 
China into a neo-colony, the arriva l o f 
the Revolutionary Intcrna1ionafi5t Move­
ment i~ timely and we should applaud its 
birth. 

The contradiction between the rn o im­
perialist powers, the U.S. nd 1he USSR, 
is reaching a point where i1 has 10 be 
re olved through world war. The 
preparation for war by 1he two im­
perialist powers is bringing about a 
revolu1ionary ~ituarion worldwide. It 
should be the task of the world proletariat 
10 take advantage of this situation and 
unite its sca11ered forces to make a 
worldwide revolution. This task can only 
be accomplished by a united Revolu­
tionary Inte rna tiona lis t Movement with a 
common programme, strategy and goal. 
I do feel that the newly formed Revolu­
tionary Internationalist Movement will 
be able to carry out this task and every 
progressive person who wishes to see a 
revolution should be responsible in shar­
ing the task. 

Last but not least, I wou ld like to pay 
respect to RCP of USA for diligent work 
10 bring about 1his happy moment. 

Long live 1he unity o f the world pro­
letariat. 

An Et hiopian student living in the 
U.S. 

Sludenl From Bangladesh Greets 
Revolulionary lnlernalionalisl 

Movemenl 

April 29, 1984 

The formation of the Revolutionary 
Internationalis t Movement is definitely a 
major event defining a transition in 1he 
history of mankind. The present situa tion 
o f world politics clearly indicates sharp 
contradictions among the imperia lis t 
forces which in turn causes us to be afraid 
of third world war. The contradiction 
a mong the imperialist powers is not a1 a ll 
undesirable, rather it is a good sign on the 
part of the struggling masses of pro­
letaria ns. As a mailer of fact such a con­
tradiction is inherent in the capita:is tic 
system and constit utes its characteristics. 
This inevitable phenomenon pushes the 
capita listic system toward collapse. The 
questfon of concern is however the 
possibility of the eruption of world war as 
an outcome of this contradiction; as we 
know the imperialist powers, for the sake 
of self-defense, get themselves involved 
in world wars and thus try to get tem­
porary relief. This tendency can only be 
stopped by the revolutionary forces. 
Handling the existing contradict io n in a 
proper way and thus nullifying the 
possibility of world war is the most im­
portant task of the day for the revolu­
tionary forces a ll over the world. Success 
depends absolutdy o n this strength. 

In my opinio n the Revolutionary Inter­
nat iona list Movement has correct ly 
defined the most immediate tasks to do a t 
this moment. In addition I want to ex­
press my hope that the Revolutionary In­
ternat ionalist Movement will be able to 
consolidate and coordina te the revolu­
tionary forces scauered in various parts 
of the world by introducing a scientific 
method of organizational practice. "A 
revolution is impossible without a revolu­
tionary organization." T his should be 
properly understood and a ll the features 
of a revolut ionary organization must be 
incorporated among the forces of revolu­
tion. O nce again I wish to offer con­
gratulation o n the formation of the 
Revolutionary Internationalist Move­
ment. 

Long live revolution! 

A citizen of Bangladesh s tudying in 
North America 

Slalemenl lo May lsl Rally in Miami 

My name is Anna Maria. I can't be 
here personally to read this declaration 
because of problems with the state. 
Nevertheless, I can't let this chance go by 
to celebrate this May Day. This is the time 
to expose and denounce imperia lis t op­
pression throughout the world. Let's get 
rid of the weary co ncepts against 
Marxis t-Lenini s t philoso ph y th e 
bourgeoisie has imposed on us through 
education a nd the media. Let's open our 
minds to investigate and inquire the 
necessary transformation to come up 
with a clear judgement about this 
ideology that can lead us to the recogni­
tion of this politica l thought as a n a lter­
native and to change the world bringing 
about a new establishment representing 
the world proleta ria t. This is a particular­
ly important time to take up the struggle 
because o f the rebellions derived from 
Nevell Jo hnson's death and so many 
others that have been kept silent by the 
media. We have to understand the need 
to change this rebellion into political 
organization and to be able to create a 
revolutionary consciousness. Also let's 
keep in mind the need to unite in unity to 
form a powerful revolutionary force. 
There is not such a thing as a Black strug­
gle, a Latin struggle or American struggle 
but revolutionary internationalis t strug­
gle. Let's not forget that the solidarity of 
the revolutionary forces throughout the 
world is t he only way to prevent third 
world war which has stopped being a 
myth and become a certainty. Let us de­
nounce and expose the injustice of the ar­
rests made during the rebellions and 
everywhere el:;e in the world where there 
are revolutionaries in prison. Let us unite 
to create a mighty revolutionary force 
that can allow us to overthrow im­
perialism throughout the world . 

A supporter of the RCP from South 
America 

From A Peruvian lnternalionalist in 
Berkeley, California 

The struggle to forge a new communist 
international is an event of great historic 
import. 

Imperialism and social-imperialism 
form a worldwide system of oppression 
of the proletariat and the exploited 
masses all over the world. Thus the class 
struggle of the proletariat must be seen in 
the context of the international a rena - it 
is nothing less than the struggle between 
revolution and counterrevolution on a 
world scale. 

Counterrevolution is united in both 
imperia list power blocs headed by the 
U .S. and Russia and they are preparing 
feverishly for a new imperialist world war 
for a redivision of the world . Today they 
a re fighting hand to hand for hegemony 
in ma ny places in the world. This is the 
present tendency of counterrevolution , 
the product of the deep imperia lis t crisis 
that is dragging the whole world into the 
most devastating of all the wars that 
humanity has ever witnessed . 

The international communist move­
ment, political vanguard of the interna­
tio na l revolu tionary proletariat which, 
with Mao Tsetung leading· the Com­
munist Party of C hina, developed and led 
the struggle against contemporary Soviet 
revisionism, suffered a great crisis after 
the counterrevolutionary coup of the 
revisionist bourgeois clique of Deng 
Xiaoping. With the loss of the red for­
tress in C hina and the cunning anti­
Maoist, trotsko-revisionist blow from 
Hoxha of Albania, the revolutionary 
proleta riat and the communist movement 
have temporarily lost their strongholds. 
But you can' t make history go backward, 
there will be tempora ry and brief rever­
sals but through twists and turns history 
marches forward to higher levels. 

Karl Marx pointed out that the pro­
leta ria t will avail itself of state power 
through a series of seizures and 
reseizures; these words a re not from a 
prophet, but correspond to the dia lectical 
and ma terialist vision of history, which 
confirms the great experience of the 
C hinese Proletarian C ultura l Revolution 
which is the highest peak reached by,any 
revolution . 

The revisionist forces, above a ll the 
pro-Soviet revisio nists nurtured b y 
socia l-imperia lism, represent the most 

dangerous force in the ranks of the world 
proletariat. Today their influence has 
enabled them to capita lize on, and absorb 
in the interes ts of Soviet social­
imperialism, revolutionary movements 
like in Central America where today they 
a rc gaining a firm foothold in the very 
backyard of Ya nkee imperialism. 

C hinese rev is ioni sm, which has 
become part of the Yankee imperialist 
bloc as a power of second o rder , finds 
itself between purgatory and hell. Its 
followers and disciples are acting like 
bourgeois democrats and th e best 
defenders of the Ya nkee bloc and its own 
bourgeoisies, just as the reactionary 
theory o f the three worlds preaches. 

This crisis and dispersion has been 
characteristic of the situation of the inter­
na tiona l communist movement resulting 
a ft er the revisionist coup in Maoist 
C hina. Today's world situation has been 
throwing us rapidly on the threshold o f 
great historic events . These events, ac­
celerated by the tendency towards war, a 
war compelled by the interimperialist 
crisis, come pregnant with revolution. 
Mao correctly pointed out that either 
revolution will prevent war or war will 
give rise to revolution . And if the revolu­
tio nary forces, followers of Marxism­
Leninism-Mao T setung Thought, are not 
prepared to prevent war through the 
revolutiona ry seizure of power, they had 
better prepa re themselves to rise to the oc­
casion and give leadership during those 
events when the devastating effects of the 
imperia list bloodbath unleash the revolu­
tionary storms whlch will criss-cross the 
world, especially in those places most af­
fected by the war and when the situation 
will push millions and millions of the ex­
ploited and dispossessed to seek, through 
violence, an independent alternative and 
way out. 

In this context the actual st ruggle 
forcefully comes into play to staff the 
world proletariat with an internationalist 
vanguard adhering to Marxi s m­
Leninism-Mao T setung Thought. The 
events will not sit still and it 's important 
to prepare, through a firm st ruggle in all 
spheres and on all planes, the proletarian 
vanguards so that they will be able to take 
advantage of the revolutionary situations 
tha t inevitably to one degree of another 
of intensity must arise and will continue 
arising. Lenin pointed out that not every 
revolutionary situation necessarily leads 
to a revolution. For that to happen it is 
essential, in addition to objective and 
materia l factors favorable to revolution, 
the subjective factor, "the abilitY. of the 
revolutionary class (and its party) to carry 
out · mass revolutionary ad ions st rong 
enough to break (or smash) the old 
government that never, not even in times 
of crisis, 'will fa ll ' if it is not knocked 
down." The Firs t and Second Con­
ferences of the recently formed Revolu­
tionary Interna tiona list Movement have 
cha rted the correct tasks and la id the cor­
nersto nes to rebuild the communist inter­
national 's uph o lding o f Marxism­
Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought. Within 
this effort , the most important thing is to 
work to deve lop a genuine revolutionary 
line in the communist movement based 
on the principles of Ma rxism-Leninism­
Mao Tsetung Thought, by keeping in 
mind a correct evaluation of the ex­
perience of the cont em pora ry communist 
movement. Today the glorious call to war 
of the great leaders of the world pro­
leta ria t, Marx a nd E ngels, "Workers of 
the World, U~ite!" rings out with more 
vigor, greater energy and greater force 
dictated by the characteristics a nd 
necessities of the struggle in the present 
situa tion - a call to form up the revolu­
tionary forces of the proletariat and its 
chiefs-of-sta ff of war and to knock down 
and bury world imperialism and sweep 
away all the revisionist garbage. 

Long Live the Struggle of the World 
Proletariat for a Genuine International 
Upholding Marx is m- Leninism-Mao 
Tsetung Thought! 

An internationalis t comrade friend 
from Peru 

Comments on the 
Second International Conference 
on the Occasion of May Day 1984 
(Read at May /s t rally in Detroit) 

Today we are faced with rapidly 
deteriorating world affairs. The two 
superpowers, the USA a nd USSR, a re in­
creasingly moving in the direction of a 
bipolar world a imed a t furthering their 
political and economic gains. Further-

more, the continuing arms race between 
the superpowers, coupled with increases' 
in arms sales to the developing countries 
is at the point of no return . In their desire 
to compete with o ne a nother, in st ra tegic 
as well as economic terms, both super­
powers have created chronic problems in 
their economies. This is specia lly impor­
tant in our understanding of the Reagan 
administra tion's desperate a ttempts to 
further increase a rms production. The 
capi tali~t econo mic cycles has entered its 
decline phase in its longer-cycle where the 
short-cycles can no longer make recovery 
possible. The one solution seen to such a 
problem, in the eyes o f the capitalists, is 
to s tep into a major war coupled with the 
c reation of a war-economy just as it was 
see n during the pre-WWII years. 
Therefore, the threat of World War Ill is 
more of a reality t oda~ thac ever befpre. 
When we consider the possibility that 
such a war can al~o mean the end of the 
human race and world destruc tio n our 
st ruggle against the imperia list policies of 
superpowers becomes tha t much more 
important. 

Faced with such developments it is 
essenti a l for the world 's Marxist ­
Leninist organizations and parties to 
enter a global dialogue to establish 
revolutionary unit y among the pro­
gressive forces . Thus, the creatio n of the 
Second Internat ional Con fe rence is 
essential for such a cause. The efforts o f 
this Internationa l Conference will be the 
most important factor in preventing a 
Third World War by bringing together 
the anti-imperialist forces in the form of a 
globa l united front with clear-cut policies · 
for revolutionary struggle. In this Inter­
national Conference the true Marxist­
Leninists of the world can ana lyze the 
his torical experiences of different coun­
tries around the globe. This will not only 
further the theory and applicat ion of the 
Marxist-Leninist Thought but also help 
in displaying more effectively the faults 
of the revisionist theories . , 

However, such a dialogue should not 
be limited to those groups who are com­
mit1ed to a specific party-line. Other non­
revis io nist M arxist-Leni nist groups 
should be welcomed to such debates to in­
crease understanding and unity among 
the world's Marxist-Leninis ts. After a ll , 
our enemies are the same and unity 
among us is essentia l for the cause o f 
world communism in a true Marxist­
Leninist line. 

As the revolutionary Turkish students 
in Michigan we support the dis tribution 
of the Declaration of the Revolutionary 
Internationalis t Movemen t in 22 
languages worldwide on May Day 1984. 
Also on this historic d ay we greet a ll tpe 
true revolutiona ry anti-imperia lis t forces 
around the world which are continuing 
the struggle for world communism. 

Revolutionary T urkish students 

Statement From a C hinese 
Internationa list 

I understand the significance of the 
C ultu ral Revolution in two ways: first , it 
was an enrichment and advance in 
Mar x is m - L e nini s m -Mao T se tu ng 
Thought. It represented a d evelopment 
of understanding o f how to fight back the 
restoratio n of capita lism through conti­
nuing the rev~lution under socia lism . 
Under socialism there will a lways be 
capita list-roaders within the communist 
party, those who want to return the 
socia list society to the capita list road. , 
M ao developed the theory of the Cultura l 
Revolution to continue the s truggle 
toward communism , classless society. 

Second, through the C ultura l Revolu­
tion the C hinese people have been 
educated to expose those capita list­
roaders within the party. Through the ac­
tual s truggle that went o n everywhere, in 
culture, in educ<ition , in the countryside 
and the city, in the factories - they strug­
gled for the correct political line. Which 
politica l line would lead bac k to 
capitalism ; which o ne will advance 
socialism? This experience is planted in 
millio ns of people's minds. It will grow in 
the future. People will rise up to over­
throw the capitalis ts who rule C hina to­
day. 

When I heard about the resolution 
ho noring C hiang C hing and C hang 
C hun-chiao, I see the revolution and the 
struggle is still continuing., The future is 
bright! 

Detroit 
May l st, 1984 
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The city of Juarez sits right on the 
border between the United States and 
Mexico. It's not unusual for so-called "il­
legals" to cross the Rio Grande here, risk­
ing being arrested or shot at by the Border 
Patrol ~sometimes simply to get the ten 
bucks the South El Paso blood bank of­
fers for a pint of blood: 

Tourist brochures paint border towns 
like Juarez with phrases like "perennial 
fiestas" and "colorful s idwalk 
shopping." But anyone who's been there 
knows of the grim poverty that lines the 
st reets at every turn . Small children sell 
shoeshines and beg; the older ones offer 
cigarettes. People are hustling every­
where just to eke out a Jiving. The curio 
shops are plentiful a nd filled with trinket ~ 
owners hope will find the fancy of some 
tourist who has come across for the day 
to do some shopping with dollars. 

Over a million people live in this city. 
Outside the down town a rea h.ouses made 
of clay and stucco, or sometimes just 
cardboa rd and scrap lumber, line un­
paved streets and not too far away huge 
factories greet passersby wi th signs an­
nouncing U.S. com panies like RCA or 
General Electric. Ninety percent of the 
tens of thousands of people who work in 
these p laces are women. And at the same 
time border restrict ions are eased so that 
ot her women o f Juarez can cross the 
border daily into El Paso to work as 
maids. 

***** 
Twenty years ago, the Picker Com­

pany in C leveland, Ohio manufactured a 
cancer therapy unit called the Picker 
3000. To assem ble one of these units, 
small pellets of metallic cobalt that have 
been made radioactive are placed in a 
sta inless steel container a nd tightly sealed 
in a tungsten wheel about the size o f a 
tricycle tire. The whole thing is then 
secured behind a thick lead shield. Radia­
tion is emitted o ut of a tiny pin-hole in 
this shield in order to treat patients with 
localized cancer. 

One such Picker 3000, through a ser.ies 
of incidents, found its way to Juarez and 
is now being targeted as the source of 
what some are calling the biggest and 
most dangerous radiation accident that's 
ever happened in Nort h America. 

In 1977 the Lubbock, Texas hospita l 
which had been using the P icker 3000 
sold it to an x-ray equipment company in 
Fort Worth which then made a deal to sell 
the device, by then somewha t techno­
logically out of date, to Centro Medico, a 
clinic in Juarez. The sale finalized , the 
unit was tra nsported to the Mexican city, 
but once there, never was used . In fact, it 
just sat in a warehouse for the next 6-7 
years because the clinic could not afford 
to hire the kind of specia lists and d octors 
who could operate such a unit . 

Sale 

Then last November, Vicente Sotelo, 
an electrician (who a lso makes some extra 
money on the side, hauling and selling 
junk) went to the warehouse to pick up a 
bunch of material and take it down to the 
Jonke Fenix Junk yard. O ne of the things 
he and a friend threw onto the back of 
Sotelo 's truck was the heavy radioactive 
tungsten wheel, which was then lying on 
the floor, unmarked except to say, 
"Made in Cleveland,'' and outside of its 
big protective lead casing. At the junk­
yard, Sote lo was able to get a quick $9 for 
the capsule-fi lled wheel, but before this, 
out of curiosity, he forced the unmarked 
capsule open as he stood in the back of his 
truck. Hundreds of the 6,010 silvery 
pellets spilled o nto the truck floor as 
Sotelo tossed the wheel aside, and by the 
time he had driven to the junkyard, some 
of them had rolled off the truck and lay 
all along the roadway. After leaving the 
junkyard Sotelo drove home to his neigh­
borhood in another part of J uarez and 
parked his truck on a small back street. 
The truck then stayed.there for the next 
eigh t weeks, crippled by a flat tire. 

During the fo llowing two months 
many people would walk by and children 

• . . 

played on and around the truck which at 
this point was dangerously "hot." The 
whole capsule had held all toget her about 
400 curies of radioactive coball - and of 
this around 60 curies had been scatt ered 
about in the truck. Anyone walking close 
by was immedia tely exposed to a sig­
nificantly high dose of radioactivity -
the equivalent of 50 rads an hour a t one 
yard of radioactivity was emitted. (One to 
50 rads per hour is considered a signifi­
cant radia tion dose; consider that the 
highest exposure a bystander reportedly 
received from the nuclear accident a t 
Three Mile Isla nd was JOO millirads, ot 
a bout one-tenth of a rad. And for ha lf the 
populat ion, 450 rads received instan­
taneously over the whole body is a letha l 
dose.) 

Scrap 

As the truck sat radia ting people for 
weeks., back a t the junkyard the remain­
ing 340 curies worth of coba lt pellets were 
contaminating ~·saleable" junk; scra p 
meta l to be loaded onto trucks and taken 
to Mexican foundaries where it is t.hen 
recycled. As the gia nt magnet swung 
around picking up scrap metal the cap­
sule was scooped up and cobalt pellets fe ll 
o ut all over the yard. Most of the deadly 
pell~ts mixed in with vario us piles of 
scrap metal. Others· found their way onto 
the road where trucks ran over them, 
picked them up tempora rily in tire treads 
and later spread even more of the deadly 
beads all over the highway. It is known 
exact ly what d ay Sotelo sold the capsule 
to the Jonke Fenix Junkyard - December 
6 - because all paperwork dated that day 
and afterwards was la ter found to be 
radioactive. 

But this horror story continues. The 
junkya rd regularly supplied st uff to two 
foundaries in the a rea . One of these was 
the Falcon which makes table legs for one 
of the largest distributors o f restaurant 
tables in the U.S. The Falcon company 
was nea rby, a lso in Jua rez, and is an af­
filiate of a U.S. -owned company. The 
junkyard a lso made freq uent delive ries to 
a C hihuahua foundry which produces 
steel rods, or rebar, used to reinforce con­
crete in buildings. 

It is at these two places where 300 
curies of radia tion was delivered and sub­
sequently melted down with the rest o f 
the scrap meta l - the end product being 
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literally several thousand tons of radio­
active table legs and building materia l. 

Still the dea thly accident continued to 
go undetected as hundreds of deadly 
pellets remained in the back of Sotelo's 
truck and at the junkyard. But later in 
January some 600 tons of the con­
taminated steel was shipped to the United 
States. On January I 7th it just so happen­
ed that a delivery tr"uck carrying some of 
the stuff took a wrong turn and acciden­
tally ended up near the Los Alamos Na­
tional Labora tory in New Mexico, a ma­
jor facility for nuclear weapons research. 
The stuff in the truck immediately trip­
ped o ff a radiation a larm. And so it was 
o nly through this happenstance that 
American and Mexican authorities learn- -
ed of the contamina tio n and traced the 
radiation back to the Juarez junkyard 
and Sotelo's truck which was still idled 
with its flat tire. 

American officials, a lerted to the 
danger o f contaminated steel crossing the 
borders into the U.S., quickly tracked 
down a ll the table legs and steel rods in 
February and March and promptly 
returned all the stuff back across the 
border to Mexico! The shipment that had 
tripped off the a larm a t Los Alamos had 
actually o nly been measured a t 6 
millirems per hour, but another shipment 
was found that was emitting 200 
millirems per hour at a distance of six in­
ches (the equivaleJ1 t of about four 
x-rays). The U.S. E nviro nmenta l Protec­
tio n Agency was consulted and it inform­
ed officials that . recommended levels of 
radiation exposure should be no more 
than 500 millirems per year. 

Immediately, State H ealth officia ls, 
Geiger counters in ha nd, set out to inspect 
newly built homes, shopping centers and 
swimming pools in the U .S. - areas 
where the steel had been delivered and us­
ed. Then just as efficiently , they publicly 
determined that while some of the 
ma teria l had indeed been somewha t 
"hot" (some emitting up to 600 millirads 
per hour) , "most of the me ta l produced 
very low levels of radiation and never 
posed a serious hea lth threat to 
Americans who came in contact with the 
metal . ... " 

Mexico 

But the source of the problem in Mex­
ico wasn't "cleaned up" quite so quickly. 
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The radioactive truck 

About 40 curies of the cobalt pellets re­
mained around the junkyard for another 
two mo nths a nd a significant amount o f 
the stuff still lay a long the highways. One 
newspaper reported that last month a 
special reconnaissance helicopter provid­
ed by the United States Department of 
Energy flew over the area a nd found no 
less than 22 radioactive sites. And at leas t 
eight pellets have been dug o ut of road­
way paxement in the a rea. (The a rticle 
failed -:- to mention whether the U.S. 
Department of Energy had done 
anything to actua lly clean up these " hot 
zones.") 

While ta ble legs and such were being 
methodically tracked down in the U.S. , 
thousands of tons of the contamina ted 
rebar found their way into four o r five 
more Mexican states. At this point, in 
hundreds of homes in Mexico people are 
probably sleeping next to walls tha t con­
tain the radioactive rods. 

The· cost of dealing with a ll rhis has 
been high for Mexico. But there is an even 
bigger price being pa id by the people 
who've been exposed to the radioactive 
cobalt. Most of these people will pro­
bably never even be able to ta ke the 
necessary tests to find out if damage has 
been done, let a lo ne be trea ted if they do 
have significant, even morta l damage. 
The standard method of assessing radia­
tion exposure, which involves testing for 
chromosome damage, costs about$ I ,OOO 
per person; the cost of treating the e ffects 
are of course much high!!r s till. 

There were tests done o n 10 Juarez 
residents, including people from Sotelo's 
neighbo rhood and some of the junkyard 
workers, and a ll ten showed chromosome 
damage. But it appea(s that these tests 
were done as a sample, so tha t officials 
could ascertain some estima te of the dose 
o f radia tion th'at had been taken in the 
a rea. From these tests it was d etermined 
tha t indeed, quite a number of people, 
some 200 a t least, had been exposed to 
150-200 rads - a n amount higher than 
the doses received by people on the M ar­
shall Islands when radioactive fallout fell 
o n them from U. S. nuclea r testing. 

Some news articles in the U.S. press are 
now putting the blame on Sotelo, saying 
the whole thing wouldn't have happened 
if Sotelo didn't steal the radioactive cap­
sule in the first place! 

Continued on page 14 
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Seattle 
Continued from page 6 

more difficult to win a world war, and 
could serve a' a base area for anti­
impenalism in the entire region. 

Despite the rhetoric of Democracy, 
this was and is <>omething the rulers of the 
L,;.S. and BRO cannot a llow. The junta 
and ·the auacks upon T.urkey's left op­
position are imimately tied to the West 's 
v .. ar plans. -

We are working in the United States to 
pre,ent nuclear war. We see the st ruggles 
of the Turki h and Kurdish peoples 
against imperialism as an essential part of 
preventing world war. Because the 
go,·ernment here does not represent the 
people or lisren to reason, we engage in 
people's actions again t the war prepara­
tions. We stand in solidarity with our 
brothers and si::.ters in Turkey. 

From: An acti\·ist of the group Planetary 
Initiative. 

May Day arouses the voices of many of 
1 he human <:p<'cies in public remembrance 
of our age-old srruggles of oppressed 
against oppressors throughour history. 
Today the shape of history changes fast 
in eerie twists and turns, where oppressed 
and oppressors may repeatedly trade 
places, or may all die together, or, may 

San continued from page 11 

Francisco 
The march formed inro a line in front 

of the barricades, with youth waving red 
flags right in the face of the pigs. Sudden­
ly, almost out of nowhere, there ap­
peared a squad of five actual, squealing 
piglets. These were the four-hooved kind 
dresged in red, white and blue bunting, 
and Jed by chief squealer "Colonel Pork 
Chop." But the Colonel did not have 
very high pig discipline over his troops; 
four of them quickly wandered into the 
middle of Market Street, the main down­
town street in San Francisco, and this at 5 
o'clock in the afternoon, rush hour. The 
pias in blue and in plainclothes staned to 
fight amona themselves over who was go­
ing to suffer the humiliation of chasing 
down the squealing piglets. By the time 
the "big pigs had rounded up the link 

with new !Ools all win a new happiness. 
Darkness of oppressions are fierce in 
many assumed "liberated " nar ions, and 
many would-be "liberators" will be soon 
rempred to enact nightmares of germ­
war, poisons, neurron bombs, rorture 
and such - and the wierdly world­
suicidal "nuclear winter" phenomenon 
(only recently discovered by rhe world's 
scienrisrs) means the supposed "experts" 
of supposed "srable" natio ns have all 
broughr toral doom much closer than 
anyone ever rhought, and ye t equally 
!>!range is rhar rhese rimes are rare 
momenrs with unparalleled hopt::s and 
blazing rays of brighrness - the end of 
smallpox, the increased hopes to end 
world hunger, the growth of the en­
vironmenral movement and anti-nuclear 
sanity. 

Peo ple are experimenting wi rh 
lifesryles and rherapies which seem 10 

g rant more happiness with more 
genr leness rhan mosr history would in­
dicate is possible. Today\ planet is a con­
fusing rush of lighr and dark, and only 
some of us dare even try to respond 10 rhe 
planet's crisis - some being people who 
fiercely struggle to end rhe dark, and 
some being people who genrly sr ruggle to 
build the light. All should learn from each 
orher's struggles - toward maximized 
humane effect. Thus diverse groups and 
persons should exchange simple praises 
and complex far visions on May Day -
pointing at simple effects of o ur best 
work, and pointing on, far, towards in­
evitable unseen outcomes. 

pigs," as one laughing observer put it, all 
the animars were pretty upset and the 
pohce presence, which was supposed to 
be somber and intimidating, was beginn­
ing to look a liHle raggedy. 

(As we go to press, the authorities have 
attempted to exact retribution for the suc­
cessful May Day festivities. They arrested 
two men in front of the recruiting cent er, 
and are holding them for seven felonies 
each, including conspiracy, obstructing 
traffic, disturbing the peace, and cruelty 
to animals; bail has been set at $5,500 
apiece.) 

The demonstration then moved four 
more blocks down Market Street, con­
verged and defiantly sang the lnterna­
tionale even while the police pressed in 
with their riot gear. The march then 
dispersed, but celebrating continued late 
into the night, and rhe Declaration of /he 
Re'l>·olutionory Internationalist Move­
ment was taken out into the rebel corners 
oftheBayArea. D 

From: An African patriot from Central 
Africa 

In Solidarity with the Speakout against 
the War preparations of the two super­
powers. 

For quite some time it has been clea r 
that the two superpowers are gearing up 
for the day when they will throw away 
their pretensions about the "need for 
World peace" and plunge the World in 
the Third World War. 

Recent events, Afghanistan, Le,banon, 
South America, Angola, and the Sourh 
Korean jet incident a ll point to a n ac­
celerated pace of United States and Soviet 
Union on their coll ision course. 

World War is not something · im­
perial ists can avoid, the on ly way they can 
redivide the World and maimain the ir 
spheres of innuence is through brute 
force, and not through conferences o f . 
detente or disarmament. 

However World War is not in the in­
terests o f the masses of the World's peo­
ple. Unlike the oppressors and the ex­
ploiters, the masses of l he people desire to 
live in peace and friendship, and want to 
end oppression and exploitation once and 
for all. 

That is why our people in the Third 
World have not given up the fight against 
imperialism and neo-colonialism. Our 
people have seen through the sham of 
military dictators hips, International 
Monetary Fund-sponsored "aid" and 
other tricks put forward by the im­
perialists to hoodwink o~r people and 
while they con tinue the same imperialist 
relations and pass this off as "national in­
dependence.'' 

We in the Third World applaud and 
support the struggle of the working and 
all oppressed and exploited people of the 

Operation 
Mundo 

The last time a U.S. imperialis.t nuclear 
test was reported in the pages of the 
Revollllionary Worker, was when the 
U.S. exercised a little gruesome sy,mbol­
ism and shot off a nuke to coincide with 
last summer's anniversary o f the Hiroshi­
ma auack. For similar. reaso ns, we pre­
sen1 the following little· news item: 

May I, 1984 - The United States and 
Britain held a joint nuclear bomb test in 
Yucca Flats, Nevada, code-named Mun­
do. The nuclear explosion was approx­
imately 15 times more powerful than the 
bomb that hit Hiros.hima. 

An imperialist statement on May Day 
about their understanding o f the world 
situation and their task? [) 

World. We support and benefit from 
their struggles against oppression and ex­
ploitation . 

We join you and sup port your 
speakout against the war p reparations of 
United States and Soviet Union . We a lso 
realize that the greedy imperialists will 
not become "sensible" or "reasonable." 
It's only their defeat that will bring peace 
on our planet. · 

Down with the War preparations of the 
two superpowers! 

Long live the anti-imperialist struggle 
of the World's peoples ! 

A Call for Red Wages 
The following leaflet was distributed in 

Silicon Valley, California. 

Fellow electronics workers in the 
Silicon Valley: 

We are a group of immigrant elec­
tronics workers from below the border 
who were very inspired to see the forma­
tion of the Revolutionary Internationalist 
Movement. This movement means a lot 
to us who really yearn lO see the whole 
world rid of exploitation-and oppression. 
Especially now, with the threat of 
destruction that the two superpowers (the 
U.S. and the USSR) are posing to us in a 
world war that they are preparing for -
there urgently needs to be another path of 
proletarian revolution all over the world . 

It is difficult to fight and overcome the 
apparent strength of the imperialists. But 
with the forming of a movement on a 
world scale with a single-minded pro­
gram, our fighting capacity is truly in­
creased. It is out of this necessity that we 
ask all of you to contribute to this 
fighting movement and help to bring an 
end to all the ugliness in the world and 
forge a brilliant future before the im­
perialists start World War 3. Sometimes 

, 
Juarez 
Continued from page 13 

But the real concern by the U.S. 
government is to prevent any more of the 
stuff from finding its way across the 
border back into the U.S. One of the 
ways they are dealing with this problem is 
that they've asked the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission to place scores 
of radiation detectors at all major border 
crossings. Undoubtedly, they will be 
placed right alongside the La Migra anti­
people detectors already "guarding" 
these sacred borders. 

***** 
A challenge for our readers ... 

How many different examples can you 
find in the above story which reveal the 
thoroughly exploitative and parasitic rela­
tions born and bred of imperialism? 0 

it is easy to forget how much and how 
long the U.S. imperialists have been suck­
ing the life out of the countries it op­
presses because thing s seem so 
"democratic" here. But we are reminded 
every day as daily degradation goes on in 
the form of raids conducted at a 
moment's notice and working in 
subhuman conditions. We urge all 
workers to take note of the importance of 
helping to lift this monster - U.S. im­
pe~ialism - off our backs and thus join 
together to put an end to it once and for 
all. To us, it is no great sacrifice to con­
tribute a day's wages to support the 
Revolutionary Internationalist Move­
ment - because it has everything lO do 
with the path to true liberation and 
nothing to do with prolonging this horror 
that we are subjected to every day. We 
st rongly urge you to contribute to this 
cause on Red Wages Day. 

SPREAD THE WORD TO YOUR 
FRIENDS - BE READY TO 
CONTRIBUTE A DAY'S WAGES 

LONG LIVE THE 
REVOLUTIONARY 
INTERNATIONALIST MOVEMENT! 

' 
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May Day this year was enriched by many banners greetiilg the First, displaying its 
slogans and especially welcoming the formation of the Revolutionary Internationalist 
Movement. The following is a small sampling: 

From Atlanta Prison to Turkish Prison 

Break the Chains, Unleash the Fury of Women as a Mighty.Force for Revolution 

The f o/lowing teller accompanied the hand-crocheted banner: 
' 

To the prisons of Turkey from the prisons of the U.S.: 
Revolutionary Internationalist Greetings! 

May First is approaching and we, like you, will celebrate our Red Holiday behind 
bars. And like you, we will be preparing for and dreaming of the day when imperialism 
is overthrown and wiped from the face of the earth. 

We are 7 women incarcerated in the jails of Georgia, all from Atlanta, Georgia - the 
infamous home of the Black youth murders. Three of us are political prisoners, jailed 
for leading a mass burning of American flags on May First, 1981, and the others 
awakening to the need for revolution. 

News has reached the U.S. of the furious repression being heaped on the prisoners of 
Turkey, especially in Diyarbakir; and of your firm and heroic resistance, including the 
thousands of people on hunger strike. We are sending these May First greetings to con­
vey to you the tremendous inspiration your consciousness and courage means to those 
of us who wi ll have the honor of being part of the slaying of the Beast of U.S. Im­
perialism here in its home. 

At the same time, we think it 's very important for you, and all those around the world 
who are held down in the neo-colonies of the U.S., to understand that there are real 
cracks and fissures even today in the power of the U.S. As the U.S. strikes out to assert 
its power and prepare for imperialist world war in Lebanon and Grenada, for instance, 
reports leak out of resistance and desertion within the U.S. army. And most important­
ly, there are forces here in the U.S. , in the Belly of the Beast, many of them led by the 
RCP, that are actively preparing now to rise up decisively when the rime is fight. 

And then comes rhe very welcome news that on May First, 1984, we will a ll celebrate 
the formation of the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement with the distribution of 
its Declaration in 22 languages, greatly enhancing the possibili1y of revolution in many 
countries around the world and strengthening the possibility of revolution in critical im­
perialist countries BEFORE they launch imperialist world war. 

To convey all this , we are sending you a hand-crocheted May First banner with the 
slogan "Break the C hains, Unleash the Fury of Women as a Mighty Force for 
Revolution." As women prisoners, we are allowed and encouraged to pursue "lady-like" 
activities like crocheting baby blankets. We have seized this opportunity to weave our 
internationalist call into a bright, Red future without classes, exploitation, and oppression. 

Long Live Red First of May, 
Symbol of World Proletarian Revolution 

From Washington, D.C. to the Dominican Republic 

To the People of the Dominican Republic: We are the proletariat living in the U.S. We 
live in the barrios, we have been in its jails and its army. But we have also been in the 
mountains of Peru, the valleys of Kurdistan, the streets of Belfast and the hills of 

Damic.Jn Garcia ·Park 
Con1inucd from page 11 
away and an image is needed of a police 
force that is in cont rol a nd capable of 
managing any protest. And a big a ttack 
on May Day would have invi ted the ob­
\.ious spontaneous comparisons: when it 
comes to suppression of antigovernment 
demonstrators, and support for pro­
government demonstrators - what 's the 
damn difference between 1he "evil em­
pire" and the good o ld USA? This would 
have complicated other necessary Olym-

/ 

pie (and general) imagery - that of the 
"pluralis m" a nd "freedom a nd 
democracy" o f the host country . 

A series of mobile marches were con­
ducted on the sidewalks surrounding the 
park , taking the Revolutionary Interna­
tionalist Movement , and in part icula r !he 
Declaration, 10 the people who had been 
on the outskirt ~ of the celebration. As the 
agi ta tors held up and waved the red 
book lets, on several occasions people 
jumped out to grab them up and pay for 
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Eritrea: In the U.S .. as in a ll parts of the world, the international forces are gathering­
prepanng for the final defeat of imperialism! 

Build the Unity of the International Proletariat! Hail the Formation of the Revolu­
tionary Internationalist Movement! 

(This is t.he English translation of a banner that was done in Washington, D.C. and in­
cluded signatures by people from £1 Salvador, Somalia, Sierra leon~and Azania.) 

From Salinas to Peru 

Victory To The People's War In Peru 
An Inspiration To The People of the ,World, 
A Firm Struggle Against All Imperialism 
Long Live The Revolutionary Internationalist Movement 
Long Live The Red First of May 

Signed by 
20 Farmworkers Within The Imperialist U.S. 

(Translated from Spanish by the RW) 
· Salinas, Calif. 

From Proletarians of Oakland and Richmond, California To: -

THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF TURKEY / MARXIST-LENINIST AND THE 
REBELS OF MAMAK AND DIY ARBAKIR PRISON AND 

ALL TURKISH REVOLUTIONARY FIGHTERS AGAINST IMPERIAL.ISM 

We are Black proletarian fighters from the plantation called the USA. We know what it 
is to be lynched, tortured and murdered. 'we have suffered mentally. They have ·used 
drugs as a weapon against us, to enslave our consciousness. We have also tasted the joy 
of rebellion. But we know these chains need more than rattling. They must be broken! 
On the eve of world war 3, Turkey has had its foundations shaken by the strikes of the 
prisoners. This heroic struggle is a tremendous inspiration to us here who are faced with 
daily execution on the stre·ets of the USA. In the face of these brutal attacks, we can see 
this struggle is spreading. This is a challenge to everyone of us who has hungered for 
liberation to move forward .the struggle for REVOLUTION. · 

LONG LIVE THE STRUGGLE OF THE PRISON REBELS! 
ALL POWER TO THE STRUGGLE OF THE TURKISH PEOPLE 

AGAINST THE US-BACKED JUNTA! 
DOWN WITH US IMPERIALISM! 

Signed by 54 proletarians 

from Miami lo West Germany 

Prevent World War, Step Up The Struggle For Revolution 
To the Rebel Youth of West Germany from the Rebel Proletarian Youth of Miami 

Signed by 50 people 

From Atlanta To The Dominican Republic 

WAR MONGRELS, CURB 'EM 
' 

Signed by 70 people 
(This banner was made by art students and signed at the Atlanta College of Art and then 
carried in a march through downtown Atlanta on May Day.) 

From Chicago to India 

Internationalist Greetings from Chicago to India-

Long Live Red lst of May, Symbol of the World Proletarian Revolution! Build the Uni­
ty of the International Proletariat ! Hail the Formation of the Revolutionary Interna­
tionalist Movement! Prevent World War! Step up the Struggle for Revolution 
Throughout the World! 

- 41 proletarians from throughout the world, now living in Chicago 

· From the Mission District, San Francisco to Iran 

To Union of Iranian Communists (Sabedaran) 
May Day '84 We March With You Against all Imperialism 
We Salute The Struggle Against The Reactionary Khomeini Regime/ U.S. Imperialism 
Uphold The Heroic Amol Uprising 
Support The Struggle of the Kurdish People 
Forward With The Revolutionary Internationalist Movement! 

Signed by 75 
Proletarians and Progressive People 
from San Francisco Mission District 

From Silicon Valley in California to Peru 

To The Communist Party of Peru 

On Red May lst - We support your st ruggle to fan the flames of revolution in the 
Andes! 

We are much inspired by your refusal to capirulate to a ll imperialism! 

Long Live the Armed Struggle in Peru! 

Down With the Belaunde regime and its U.S. imperia list masters ! 

Long Live the Maoist guerrillas and their leadership, the Communist Party of Peru! 

Long Live Internationalism! 

(Translated from Spanish by the RW.) 

them - taking them right out of the 
agita tors' hands. At the conclusion of the 
convergence, squads of volunteers (most­
ly immigrant youth) were formed up on 
the spot to take the Declaration out into 
the tightly packed apartment buildings o f 
the neighborhood. At several stops, 
squads sang the Internationale. The 
response was warm and enthusiastic, 
with some people obviously knowing 
about the Declaration and eagerly 
awaiting it , and o thers, like the young 
Mexicano, reading down the list of 
organi1at ions involved and immediately 
buying the booklet. Some people said 
they wanted to send copies to fr iends and 

Signed by 70 electronics workers in the 
Silicon Valley, California 

rela tives in Latin America. The celebra­
tion oft he Revolutionary Internationalist 
Movement and its Declaration took place 
throughout the streets of this immigran t 
barrio until quite la te at night. 0 

CORRECTION 
In RW No. 247 (March 16, 1984), a le tter 

by Zee S mith on page 12 contains a typo· 
graphical error. In the second paragraph, 
the second sentence begins: There is 
now a need ... , should have read: We are 
thankful there is no way to keep the 
s ttength of rebellion contained. f1 
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