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From the Information Bureau of the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement

Press Release

e Commumnist Party of Peru
and Others Adhere to
Revolutionary

Internationalist Movement

Abdul Kerim, of the Information Bureau of the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement, made the
following statement in London today:

““It is with great pleasure that we announce the adhesion of three Marxist-Leninist parties and
organisations to the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement. These are:

Communist Collective of Agit/Prop [Italy]
Communist Party of Peru
Proletarian Party of Purba Bangla [Bangladesh)]

‘Al these parties and organisations have signed the Declaration of the Revolutionary
Internationalist Movement which was produced by the Second International Conference of Marxist-
Leninist Parties and Organisations. Due to technical difficulties involving communication and/or time
required to evaluate the Declaration, it was not possible to announce the names of these organisations at
the March 12th press conference, nevertheless these parties and organisations, together with the fourteen
other parties and organisations whose names were released March 12th at our London press conference,
are all founders of the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement.”’

Kerim pointed out that, ‘“The adherence of these organisations adds great strength to the
Revolutionary Internationalist Movement and we are proud to count them in our ranks.

““In particular the Communist Party of Peru (also referred to in the press as “‘Sendero Luminoso’’)
is currently waging an important People’s War which, despite the frantic attempts of the enemy to drown
it in blood, is continuing to develop. This revolutionary warfare is a bright spot on today’s globe and
lights the path forward for the proletariat and the oppressed people everywhere.”’

Kerim stressed that, ““The Communist Party of Peru has been the object of great slander and attack
from all quarters. But our Movement believes as Mao Tsetung put it: ‘It is good if we are attacked by the
enemy, since it proves that we have drawn a clear line of demarcation between the enemy and ourselves.
It 1s still better if the enemy attacks us wildly and paints us as utterly black and without a single virtue; it
demonstrates that we have not only drawn a clear line of demarcation between the enemy and ourselves
but achieved a great deal in our work.’”’

Abdul Kerim stated that, ‘“The struggle in Peru shows that it is possible for an oppressed pecple, led
by a genuine vanguard party, to wage revolutionary war without falling into the clutches of one
imperialist power or another. In a world where the danger of a new world war is growing, this takes on
all the more importance. All the imperialist powers, including the Soviet Union, villify the just
revolutionary struggle led by the Communist Party of Peru.”

Kerim concluded by saying that, ‘“‘Our Movement will make itself felt for the first time this May
First. For the first time in many decades workers and the oppressed will be acting in more than fourteen
countries under common slogans. The means for celebrating the First of May around these common
slogans has been left to the different parties and organisations to develop the appropriate forms. In some
places our Movement will be celebrating the First of May through marches and meetings, in others the
formation of the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement will be greeted by revolutionary warfare.”

The Declaration of the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement will be made available on May
First in 22 languages. It is available from our Information Bureau in London.

The participating organizations of the
Revolutionary Internationalist Movement are:

Central Reorganisation Committee, Communist Party of India (Marxist-Leninist)
Ceylon Communist Party
Communist Collective of Agit/Prop [[taly) A
Communist Party of Colombia (Marxist-Leninist) Mao Tsetung Regional Commitiee
Communist Party of Peru
Communist Party of Turkey/Marxist-Leninist
Haitian International Revolutionary Group
Nepal Communist Party (Mashal)
New Zealand Red Flag Group
Nottingham and Stockport Communist Groups Britain]
Proletarian Party of Purba Bangla | Bangladesh |
Revolutionary Communist Group of Colombia
Revolutionary Communist Party, India
Revolutionary Communist Party, USA
Revolutionary Communist Union [ Dominican Republic|
Union of Iranian Communists (Sarbedaran)
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DOMINICAN UPHEAVAL!

Continued from page 2
Dominican newspapers, La Noticia call-
ed for the government to proceed with
“wisdom and sensitivity, so that from
these ruins will be reborn public con-
fidence and stability.”” It added a plea for
understanding of ‘“‘the youth who need
guidance and support.’’ Child
psychologists for the rioters — surely this
is-a skilled pupil of the New York Times.
While the repression escalated,
Dominican President Blanco went on the
air to call for people to renounce
violence. Blanco had important tradi-
tions to defend, for the butchers of 1984
were not your more notorious U.S.
generalissimo-style puppets, but bona
fide members of the Second International
— socialists, kith and kin of Mitterrand
and Willy Brandt, striving to transform
their nation into ‘‘a country like France,
Norway or Sweden,’’ as one spokesman
said. And so, while the machine guns
barked, and while his own party armed its
members to stand shoulder to shoulder
with the army in its work, Blanco pro-
ceeded to literally invoke the spirit of
none other than Mahatma Gandhi. Such
is indeed the glorious tradition of these
socialists — the masses go with pacifism,
the army with lead. But the bottom line
was more bluntly put by another high-
ranking official, who stated that “We
would prefer that this government com-
plete its term without the spilling of
blood, but if the circumstances require
the spilling of blood, so be it.”

The roots of the rage that boiled over in
this neocolony of the U.S. are deep, and
the IMF measures are hardly likely to dig
them out. Indeed, they will be deeper
than ever. Even during the decade of the
1970s when there was a certain amount of
economic growth in the Dominican
Republic, average real wages declined,
dropping from $80 per month to $54 per
month. Unemployment in the cities has
reached an official rate of 30% and vast
shantytowns, fueled by even more stag-
gering unemployment in the countrysice,
have grown up around the cities. In 1982
well over 150 businesses in Santo Dom-
ingo were on the verge of bankruptcy.
The central bank was nearly $400 million
behind in its commercial payments, and
overdue debts piled up above $200
million. The 1982 balance of payments
deficit was already $560 million; the
government budget deficit was even
higher. By 1983 they were also one-half-
billion dollars behind on payments of ex-
ternal debt. Faced with the strangulation
of imperialism, the country is now being
plunged further into debt and deeper op-
pression. The current emphasis is on the
‘“‘free trade zones,”” where ters of
thousands of women assemble elec-
tronics and the like for export, mainly to
the U.S., at below the Dominican
Republic’s minimum wage — in fact, the
country boasts of the lowest free trade
zone wage rate in the Caribbean. But it is
sugar that runs through the veins of the
Dominican economy — which has been

kept straitjacketed in this mono-crop
dependency by the U.S. for decades —
and with international sugar prices at
record lows, no one has any illusions of
any major economic recovery.

Beyond the economic instability of the
Dominican situation, the political order
is itself of great concern to Western-bloc
observers. That their Dominican puppets
were unable to deal with the 1965 uprising
on their own and had to have the support
of the largest U.S. invasion force in Latin
America in decades is never far from
anyone's mind, and the ability of the
Dominican rulers to hold things together
now is of great concern. The hand of the
U.S. has directly hovered over the scene
at critical points. Just a few weeks before
the IMF deal, Dominican President Blan-
co traveled to Washington, D.C. and met
with Reagan himself. And just after the
outbreaks in Santo Domingo a special
IMF mission returned to the Dominican
Republic to hammer out the specifics of
the deal — and no doubt to give their
lieutenants some advice based on their
vast experience in squeezing other in-
debted nations.

What happens in the Dominican
Republic is of more moment than the
profit/loss ledgers on Western banks,
and the outbreaks have highlighted that
fact too. For the past few years, the U.S.
has been considering erecting a new naval
base on the Haitian/Dominican island,
and has recently been leaning towards
erecting it on the Dominican end. Their

reason for this location: concern for the
stability of Haiti’s Duvalier regime. And
then, as one.State Department official
put it: ““The very location of the country
on one of the most important strategic
and commercial arteries for the U.S.
speaks for itself.”” U.S. Ambassador
Robert Anderson elaborated, pointing
out that, in the event of a NATO conflict,
70% of “‘reinforcement shipments’’ must
steam through the Caribbean and by. the
Dominican Republic. :

Given all this, it should be pointed out
that the U.S. press has low-keyed the
rebellion. The New York Times, for in-
stance, spent less than 25 column-inches
on the entire week’s events — about as
much as their average home recipe col-
umn. But this was no oversight, nor simp-
ly the lack of a reporter on the scene, but
part of a more centralized policy that
became clearer on Thursday, April 26.
The State Department released an official
statement which said that the eventsin the
Dominican Republic were basically over,
and that the disturbances were no big deal
but rather “‘minor incidents like the burn-
ing of tires and looting of shops.™

A more forthright assessment came
from the director of the Dominican
Republic's Central Bank, who stated,
“We tell people there’s light at the end of
the tunnel, but we have to hope that the
tunnel is not very long.™ C]
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From the Committee of the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement

Call to the Workers,
Oppressed Peoples and
‘the Genuine Communists of All Countries -

ON MAY 1ST, LET US JOIN RANKS UNDER THE RED BANNER OF
THE PROLETARIAT RAISED HIGH BY THE REVOLUTIONARY
INTERNATIONALIST'MOVEMENT AND ACCELERATE THE
STRUGGLE FOR WORLD PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION

AGAINST IMPERIALISM, SOCIAL-IMPERIALISM AND ALL FORMS

OF REACTION!

May lst, the day on which the slogan *‘Long Live the First of May!”’

reverberates throughout the world every year, has a great historical significance

for class-conscious proletarians:

May 1st, the day of international unity, solidarity and struggle for the
working class which has nothing to lose but its chains and a whole world to
win!

May lst, the day when the workers and toilers of all nationalities, races and
sexes reach across continents and lock hands, when they raise their clenched
fists together and shout their battle slogans, closing ranks under the banner of
proletarian internationalism! -

May Ist, the day symbolising the struggle to declare that the pulse of the
world must and shall beat with the pulse of the proletariat and that the
proletariat is stepping onto history’s stage as the real gravediggers of world
reaction!

-May lst, the day that symbolises the red might embodied in the arms of the
proletariat, who under the guidance of the international communist movement,
shall emancipate all humanity, putting an end to every form of oppression and
exploitation by advancing to communism!

It is for these reasons that the open and masked enemies of the international
proletariat resort to every counter-revolutionary means they are capable of.in
order to blur and tarnish this historical meaning of May 1st,.to disorient the
proletariat and to minimise the role May Ist can play in the struggle for world
proletarian revolution or to render it obsolete. This has been true in the past
and will continue to be true in the future,

These factors make May 1st even more significant in the context of the
current world situation which penetratingly demonstrates the putrid and
moribund nature of imperialism in every aspect of social life, rendering it ever
more necessary and crucial for the proletariat to realise its historical mission of
creating a new world on new foundations.

Like all other processes of historical change, the world proletarian
revolution too has a zig-zag path of development. This path is even more
complex and tortuous since, unlike all other revolutions, it is a revolution
which ends all exploitation. It has made tremendous advances and has also
suffered grave defeats. In spite of the momentous gains achieved through its
inspiring revolutionary struggles, the virus of modern revisionism has managed
to temporarily overturn them. The modern revisionists transformed the lands
of socialism and people’s democracy into links in the chain of the imperialist
system and the communist parties into instruments of bourgeois dictatorships.
However, undaunted by such losses the proletariat dared to scale new heights,
reversing the counter-revolutionary current and advancing the science of
revolution through the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution in China. Today
with the reversal of proletarian rule in China the world proletariat has suffered
yet another heavy blow, and imperialism and reaction try to arrogantly
proclaim the death of revolutionary Marxism — what they couldn’t achieve
through frontal attacks and open wars, they believe has been finally achieved
by modern revisionism through ‘‘conquering the fortress from within."” Yet
within the temporary defeats of the proletariat lie the seeds of its victory.
Drawing lessons from defeats and turning them into even greater victories it
has broken new ground in the past, thus arming itself with even more
advanced theoretical weapons and experience. Today too it remains
unvanquished.

In addition, these setbacks of the proletariat, although providing brief
breathing spells for imperialism, have in no way altered its death-bound

course. As imperialism lurches towards its final destruction it goes through
frantic convulsions, becomes more desperate and vicious and resorts to any
means at its disposal to strangle the national and social liberation struggles.
But this only intensifies the revolutionary struggles of the masses, thus further
enabling the proletarian vanguard to convert defeats into victories.

This incontestable truth is all the more evident in today’s world conditions
where the major contradictions of the imperialist system, which spell its death
verdict, are rapidly intensifying, where the threat and preparations for a new
imperialist war are becoming more pronounced, and where the masses are
defiantly persevering in revolutionary struggles. Amidst this turmoil and the
storms that are brewing, foreshadowed by the claps of thunder already burst-
ing in many places around the world, the proletariat must ready itself for new
upsurges and be fully conscious of the quickening dynamics which strain the
limits of the existing order, presenting vast possibilities and forging new
opportunities for the period ahead. A class-conscious force however small it
may be, armed with revolutionary theory can create a tremendous impact,
galvanising sections of the masses hurled into motion by the crippling crises of
the imperialist system. Basing itself on the just hatred of the exploited, it can
draw new forces around the red flag and temper its fighters for the decisive
battles shaping up ahead. i

Imperialism and reaction are real tigers — together they form a vicious and
powerful foe, But in essence, and from a long-term point of view, they are
nothing other than paper tigers.

Proletarians are revolutionary optimists and despite the hurdles thrown up
by setbacks they look at the future with the spirit of conquering the most
distant horizons. Today this optimism has once again been both vindicated and
revitalised by the formation of the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement
— a significant leap achieved at the Second International Conference of
Marxist-Leninist Parties and Organisations from various countries held earlier
this year. This conference took up the task of summing up the past and
adopted a Declaration upholding and applying the principles of Marxism-
Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought, providing a source of tremendous strength
and inspiration for the proletariat and all revolutionaries.

\

Herein lies the significance of May First 1984. In many countries around the
world, the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement, in joint May First
actions, is hoisting the banner of proletarian internationalism high across the
skies. Imperialists, social-imperialists and their henchmen can rest assured that
none of their weapons, murderous schemes and intimidation will be able to
contain the boundless wrath of the oppressed who yearn to break free of their

-bondage.

Let the slogans of the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement ring out
loud and clear from all four corners of the world, declaring to friends and foes’
alike that there are those in growing numbers determined to see to it that *‘the
earth shall rise on new foundations®’!

LONG LIVE RED FIRST OF MAY,
SYMBOL OF WORLD PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION!

BUILD THE UNITY OF THE INTERNATIONAL PROLETARIAT!
HAIL THE FORMATION OF THE REVOLUTIONARY
INTERNATIONALIST MOVEMENT!

PREVENT WORLD WAR!
STEP UP THE STRUGGLE FOR REVOLUTION
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD!

Committee of the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement






Europe. It consisted of two enormous
runways running east-west, on the north
side of which is the civilian air terminal
for Frankfurt — West Germany's busi-
ness and financial capital. But on the
southside of the runways lies the sprawl-
ing U.S. Rhein-Main Air Base, ‘‘The
Gateway to Europe” (and all points
East!). Here, 10,000 Gls are stationed,
handling on the average 700,000 military
passengers and 100,000 tons of military
freight a year. On the average ‘‘peace-
time’’ day, there are 50 takeoffs and
landings of military air transports, in-
cluding the C-5A Galaxy, C-141 Starlift-
ers, and the smaller C-130 Hercules trans-
ports. The airborne command posts,
AWACS, also fly out of Rhein-Main.
Rhein-Main is the largest Military Airlift
Command facility outside of the United
States.

As the principal air freight depot for
U.S. military forces in Europe and the
Middle East, Rhein-Main has figured
prominently in every regional and East-
West conflict. It was a principal staging
area for the Berlin airlift in 1948-49. It
was used to transport men and materiel
during the U.S. invasion of Lebanon in
1959. During the Vietnam War, there was
the constant shipment of troops and
equipmenti through Rhein-Main from the
U.S. Army in Europe to the Far East.
And more recently, the U.S. hostages
released from Iran were flown directly to
Rhein-Main.

Rhein-Main has also been the logistical
key to recent NATO war games, like
Operations Big Lift and Reforger. In
Reforger '81, 17,000 troops were flownin
from the states to test the airlift capabili-
ty. In November 1981, Operation Bright
Star tested out the new U.S. Rapid
Deployment Force by ferrying U.S.
troops and equipment from North
Carolina to Egypt via Rhein-Main. Yet

even this picture was to take a qualitative .

leap.

By the 1970s momentous changes were
taking place globally, with the acute in-
tensification of war preparations between
the U.S.- and Soviet-led imperialist blocs.
These changes were reflected in Europe in
a series of decisions taken by the NATO
alliance countries to upgrade military
preparations. Among these was the 1979
decision to deploy 572 Pershing I1 and
Tomahawk cruise missiles in Western
Europe. But also included were decisions
to strengthen the conventional forces,
and a change in military doctrine calling
for offensive deep thrusts into Eastern
Europe in the event of war. These deci-
sions required the immediate upgrading
of military airlift capacity and the even-
tual prepositioning in Europe of the tanks
and equipment for the six U.S. divisions
slated to be transported to Europe in the
event of war.

Accordingly, in May 1978 the NATO
alliance adopted a Long-Term Develop-
ment Plan which called for a three per-
cent increase in military spending by the
European members, and in particular for
the' expansion of airport facilities.
Already in 1975 and in 1980 the two exist-
- ing runways at Rhein-Main had been ex-
tended to a final length of over 13,000
feet. Similarly, other major airport run-
ways in West Germany were also extend-
ed. These four-kilometer-long runways
are totally unnecessary for civilian air
transport, but 13,000 feet is required for
the fully-loaded C-5A Galaxy, the largest
aircraft in the world.

As the hub of U.S. military air
transport in Europe, Rhein-Main had to
be configured not only to meet the
‘“‘peace time’’ requirements of
preparedness for intervention in the Per-
sian Gulf and elsewhere, but also to han-
dle the full-scale requirements of
transport and supply for a world war.
Thus plans were drawn up to add a third
13,000-foot runway (srartbahn) on the
western end of Rhein-Main running
toward the south into the woods. In
March 1981, West German Foreign
Minister Genscher (Free Democratic Par-
ty) and West German Defense Minister
Apel (Social Democratic Party) paid a
visit to Washington to assure U.S.
Defense Secretary Weinberger that West
Germany was ready, willing, and able to
carry out its commitments under the
‘‘Host Nation Support Program.”’
Under this agreement, all military
facilities, roads, and airports in West
Germany would be put at the disposal of

the U.S. in the case of a ‘‘defense
emergency.’’ Apel also assured the U.S.
of West German logistical support in the
event of U.S. action in the Middle East.
Thus the new Startbahn West was from
the beginning a major component of war
preparations for the Western bloc.

Conflict at Startbahn Wesl

In the social movement against Start-
bahn West, however, this salient fact was
in general unknown at first, and was in
fact deliberately suppressed by some
forces in the movement, There had, in
fact, been suggestions for many years to
build a third runway at Rhein-Main. But
because of the location of the existing
autobahns, the civilian terminals, and the
U.S. air base, the only possible location
would be in the forest at the west end of
the existing facilities. These woods are
communal forests belonging to the small
towns of Walldorf and Mdorfelden. The
residents of both these towns were solidly
opposed to having their woods chopped
down, and had for many years blocked
all such actions with successful court suits
citing ecological damage. Then in 1978
the courts suddenly reversed themselves
— in the time-honored manner of the
“‘independent judiciary”” — and approv-
ed all the government’s plans. The shock-
ed residents of the two towns didn’t know
what to do. The local heads of the Chris-
tian Democrats, the Social Democrats,

-the Free Democrats, and the revisionist

German Communist Party (DKP) even
held a joint hunger strike in protest! No
one could understand why the govern-
ment was so insistent on pushing the air-
port expansion through (and those who
did know weren’t telling!). The Social
Democratic government of the state of

. Hesse, whose project the expansion was,

doggedly insisted that the need for the air-
port expansion was purely economic:
Frankfurt needed a world-class airport,
and it would mean more jobs. Those who
opposed it (including the pro-Soviet

DKP, whose slogan any other day of the

week is ‘‘Jobs, Jobs, Jobs’’) rushed to de-
fend the trees. But nary a hint of war

Startbahn West, 1981
and ‘82

(Right) A CN-Gas gun,
developed to replace
canisters, which can be thrown

back.

M

preparations was to be heard.

Local citizens’ initiatives began to
form in all the local towns, and a large
wooden meeting hut was erected in the
woods scheduled to be torn down, which
became a symbol of the resistance and a
meeling place for the movement. None-
theless, in the summer of 1980 the first
trees were cut down for the airport expan-
sion. Various hearings and appeals went
on in the state parliament, but in
February 1981 the Social Democratic
head of the Hessian government declared
that ‘‘The construction of Startbahn
West is inevitable.”

I was to learn of the subsequent
development of the struggle by traveling
to Morfelden and through a lengthy in-
terview with a leading activist of the
Startbahn struggle, Alexander Schubart.

You never realize just how large a
C-5A Galaxy is until you actually see one.
It’s a plane 250 feet long that weighs 385
tons — empty. The newer versions can
carry 122 tons of cargo for over 3,000
miles. As I rode the commuter train out
of Frankfurt, one of them glided in over
the train tracks for a landing at Rhein-
Main. Very impressive. At Morfelden,
however, they are not impressed, but
rather sullen and angry, and trying to
sum up why the struggle seemed lost. Ina
long talk at the combination head-
quarters and bookstore in Morfelden,
much more of the picture began to un-
fold. :

It was in 1981 that the resistance move-
ment really began to grow and along two
parallel tracks. It was by then clear that
the government was not going to be talk-
ed out of the airport expansion by sweet
reason, although the real reasons for its
construction were unknown to most. So

there began, on the one hand, a spon--
_taneous expansion of the encampment in

the woods which was to develop into a
complete “‘hut village.”” The object was
to physically block the felling of forest
and the expansion of the airport. The
battlefront was constantly manned and
produced creative tactics like driving

Continued on page 8
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Startbahn West. 1981 nnd_'ﬂ_z

“] can't stand to look at another cop,” a demonstrator in the November 14th rally in Wiesbaden, 1981.

Startbahn West

Continued from page 7
nails into the trees to wreck the chainsaws
that were used.

Along the other path, Alexander
Schubart and others suggested the use of
a little-known provision of the Hessian
State Constitution which provides for the
enactment of laws by direct citizen
referendum. Like all such gimmicks in
bourgeois constitutions, it is loaded with
provisions that make it impossible to use
in practice.’First one has to petition for a
referendum which requires™ 180,000
signatures. Then the government has to
pass on the constitutionality of the pro-
posed new law. And finally 800,000
signatures are necessary to actually put it
on the ballot — this'in a state with only a
little over four million voters! But the
first step was in fact accomplished and
220,000 signatures were gathered before
the deadline.

But with resistance growing, the police
now ordered the hut village removed and
hundreds of police moved in to protect
workers cutting trees and extended the
concrete wall around the new runway
area. In the towns of Morfelden and
Walldorf, committees of local women
cooked meals and delivered them to the
activists in the hut village. A system of
ringing church bells was set up to sum-
mon people to the woods to protect the
trees. A solidarity delegation from the
struggle against the Naripa Airport out-
side Tokyo arrived. Powerful forces were
about to collide.

It was during this period that the Start-
bahn movement also acquired a certain
reputation in the West German left as a
““model’’ of the way things should be
done. Here, it was claimed, the left was
finally able to move out of isolation and
unite with the broad masses of people.
Here it was claimed that the people were
being organized around their direct self-
interest, here impressive electoral gains
were being made, here the bourgeoisie’s
own constitution was now being turned
into a tool of people’s power and here ef-
fective resistance had been conducted
nonviolently. It had been demonstrated
that there was no commercial need for the
new runway, and all the local represen-
tatives of the bourgeois parties had been
forced to join the movement. Even the

*  old people had been mobilized to go into
the woods and take part.

Bloody Sunday

Then came Bloody Sunday. On Mon-
day, October 5, 1981 it was clear that a
showdown was in the works. Ten thou-
sand people had assembled in the woods
at the edge of the construction area. The
masses had erected impressive fortifica-
tions, including massive trenches,
wooden watchtawers, and palisades. The
police, on their side, had brought up ar-
mored cars and water cannon, and an
elite commando unit. For several days the -
nonviolent resistance continued, but
after the press left, police clubs came out.
By the end of the week most of the seven-
hectare area had been cleared of
demonstrators. *

But on Sunday the demonstrators were
back and tried to hold a religious service
at the construction site wall. As a scare
tactic, the waves of police advanced,
beating their clubs on their shields in
rhythmic unison like an advancing
Roman legion. As these waves broke over
the demonstrators, it suddenly became
clear that their orders from the Social
Democratic state government had not
simply been to ‘‘control’ or ‘‘disperse’’
the demonstration — but to pound it
bloody, and to mete out an unmistakable
political message. Cops waded into the
thousands gathered there, most of whom
were sitting on the ground in classic non-
violent tactics. Flailing about them with
their clubs, they battered the defenseless
people mercilessly, ganging up to club
people at random into unconsciousness.
At least 75 people ended up in hospitals.
The experience provided a profound,
even a watershed lesson to the many there
who were newly drawn into political life
— and was to be debated and referred to
through the emerging movement that was
to unleash hot autumn 1983. The Social
Democrats had eloquently taken their
stand in the eyes of countless thousands.

Continued on page 14
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Sunday, April 22, marked the fourth
anniversary of the day that Comrade
Damian Garcia, a member of the Revolu-
tionary Communist Party, was murdered
by police agents in Los Angeles in the
midst of preparations for May Ist at the
Pico-Aliso housing project. Three thou-
sand miles away, in the Atlanta city jail,
these lines were penned on a brown paper
bag:

Damian Garcia is dead
But in his death I came alive

Every day we are murdered bit by bit
I am 40 years old

A veteran, and a Black man

My brother has been murdered
Cold-blooded, gangster scum death
I’'m running out of patience

Damian Garcia is dead
But in his death I came alive

He held the blood-red flag as his own
blood flowed Y

I never knew I had a flag

Until Damian Garcia died

Rage is nothing new to me

And I’ve seen death before

But I’'m 40 years old and running out of
patience

Damian Garcia is dead
What you gonna do?

I’'m gonna take his place, motherfuckers
And if you slit my throat and open
my belly
I was dying anyway bit by bit
I lost an eye in the army, got shot in the
back by a pig
I’m 40 years old, run out of patience
Ready for Revolution

Damian Garcia is dead
But in his death I came alive

Pass me a red flag

Hand me a gun

And when the time comes and we all
ready

I’ll be one with the millions

And I’ll whisper to myself

This one’s for you, Damian

'Cause in your death I came alive

Only one month before, on March 20,
1980, Comrade Damian Garcia and (wo
others had scaled the ramparts of the
Alamo, the despised symbol of U.S. con-
quest and oppression. The sanctity of this
chauvinist shrine was pierced as the flags
of the USA and the state of Texas were
lowered from on high intothe Texas dirt.
In their place, the red flag of proletarian
internationalism was raised, and for one
hour the Alamo became politically
liberated territory. From atop the
crumbling fortress a call rang out for the

masses to take history into their own
hands on May Ist. This was an event of
international significance which aroused
great joy in the oppressed around the
world and great hatred in imperialists and
reactionaries.

The execution of Damian Garcia was a
response of this criminal class, which has
to this day not stopped trying to undo the
damage at the Alamo. Each year the im-
perialists and their henchmen are com-
pelled to raise the issue again, moaning
that their bloody shrine has fallen into
disrepute and making reactionary
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threats. This year saw the very liberal
New York Times feature an article, on
April 12, describing a dispute between an
Illinois “*history buff’’ and entrepreneur
and the Daughters of the Republic of
Texas over who had the best approach to
restoring the Alamo. ‘‘It’s. a shrine,”
whined the  Daughters, ‘‘not a
battlefield.”” And this year the Grand
Dragon of the White Camilion Knights of
the Ku Klux Klan in Texas announced
that the Klan plans to guard the Alamo
on May Ist again this year, saying, ‘“We
couldn’t be there 365 days of the year but
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Damidn Garcia raising the red flag on the Alamo, March 20, 1980
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we could be there at least one day and -

May First is the communist revolution
day around the world.”’

But each year, the period before May
1st, particularly in'Los Angeles, sees the
memory of Damian Garcia spread fur-
ther and deeper among the ranks of the
oppressed, be they Black youth in Watts
or recent immigrants living near the park
which now bears Damian’s name. And,
just as the imperialists cannot exorcise the
history of Damian’s life and actions, so
they have proved unable in these four

Continued on page 12

Damian Garcia Park

Last Sunday, April 22, over 200 people
gathered in Damian Garcia Park for a
rally .to commemorate the fourth an-
niversary of the murder of Comrade
Damian Garcia by police agents. Under a
color painting of Damian with the red
flag atop the Alamo, and a banner with
the inscription ‘‘Parque Damian Garcia’’
— which was signed by some attending
the rally — the crowd was overwhelming-
ly made up of proletarian immigrants
from the surrounding neighborhoods
though others, such as an American In-
dian activist who delivered a statement of
support, attended as well. Some who
came to the rally and raised the red flag
had been in the country only a few days,
while others were regular readers of the
Revolutionary Worker who have been
taking part in the preparations for this
year’s revolutionary May First celebra-
tion. The significance of the rally was not
lost on the Los Angeles police who arriv-
ed on the scene shortly before the rally
began and — as they had on the Sunday
before International Women’s Day —
threatened arrest and issued a citation,
declaring any selling of" revolutionary
literature and the Revolutionary Worker
to be “‘illegal.’’ This attempt at intimida-
tion did not stop the distribution of
revolutionary literature and, in fact, as a
large crowd gathered the three police cars
that had come in the park decided to
leave.

The speech by the Revolutionary Com-
munist Party, which focused particularly
on the responsibility of the most political-
ly advanced to take an active part in
revolutionary preparations, including by
joining the party itself, drew special in-
terest and attention. Following the rally,
arrangements were made to hold discus-
sions to get further into these points as
well as into the preparations for May
First itself. Cl
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The stream of superlatives describing
the joint U.S. /South Korean war exercise
that took place in February and March
gives a good idea of not only the scale and
scope of the military maneuvers but also
the intensity of the overall situation in the
Korean peninsula. Called Team Spirit
84, it was ‘‘the largest peace time
military exercise held in Korea since
1945"" — the U.S., of course, interrupted
the years of “‘peace’” whenit led an actual
invasion of North Korea during the
Korean War. General Robert Sennewald,
head of the U.S. and South Korean Com-
bined Forces Command (CFC), bragged
that Team Spirit '84 was ‘‘the most
sophisticated ever. . . we tried to exercise
all the techniques and procedures
associated with the conflicts on the penin-
sula.”’ Even as the Western press filled its
pages in March and April with *‘gigantic
Soviet maneuvers’’ north of Europe, the
CFC was bragging — quietly — that
Team Spirit 84 was ‘‘the largest field
maneuvers in the free world.”’ Mean-
while, North Korea went on full military
alert and declared that the Korean penin-
sula was at “‘the eve of war’ (an exag-
geration for the moment, but even then,
only from a short-term perspective).

U.S. army, marine, navy and air force
units from bases in Japan, Okinawa,
Guam and the U.S. were airlifted in for
the exercise, which involved 207,000 U.S.
and South Korean troops in all. The high
point of the exercise was the huge am-
phibious operation staged on the east
coast of South Korea. The carrier battle
group centered around the Kirty Hawk of
the U.S. Seventh Fleet was mobilized, in-
cluding some 25 navy ships, more than
200 aircraft and 50,000 troops. Offensive
maneuvers — such as an ‘‘aerial attack
demonstration’’ involving B-52 bombers
and F-16 fighter bombers, ‘‘tank-firing
demonstrations’® and river-crossing
operations — were carried out right near
the demilitarized zone, a narrow strip of
land at the 38th parallel separating North
and South Korea. CFC spy planes and
ships reportedly violated North Korean
airspace and territorial waters during the
exercise.

Needless to say,- the Soviets were
watching all this activity closely. A Soviet
nuclear-powered attack submarine,
perhaps a bit over zealous in trailing the
Kitty Hawk, collided with a carrier in the
Sea of Japan.

War Footing

The U.S. imperialists claim that such
outright provocations and the large-scale
U.S. military presence in South Korea as
a whole, including nuclear weapons, are
justified because of the supposed threats
of a North Korean invasion of ‘‘freedom-
loving’’> South Korea. In fact, the essen-
tial reason for the high-tension military
activity has to do with strategic questions
of the region as part of the world con-
frontation between the U.S. and Soviet
blocs. Still, the U.S. ceaselessly grinds
out its propaganda about the North
Koreans, who are pictured as unpredic-
table war fanatics, armed to the teeth and
hellbent on overrunning the South. In-
deed, North Korea does possess a giant
war machinery of 7-800,000 troops and
has a numerical superiority over the
South in terms of tanks, aircraft and navy
vessels. But while the U.S. loses no op-
portunity to condemn North Korea for
being ‘‘on a perpetual war footing,"* the
high-gear war preparationsintheSouthare
conveniently left out of the picture. Team
Spirit *84, despite its status as *‘the largest
field maneuvers’’ of the U.S. bloc, was
hardly given any press at all.

The South Korean regime itself has
over 600,000 active troops, and the U.S.
troops stationed in South Korea number
40,000. One of the stated purposes of the
annual Team Spirit exercises is to practice
and demonstrate the ability to quickly
and effectively ‘‘augment’’ U.S. forces in
Korea ““in wartime or during a crisis”’
with troops from other U.S. bases in the
Pacific region and the U.S. itself. The
Seventh Fleet can also be mobilized to
conduct amphibious operations which
send fighter bombers to the Korean
battlefield. And let us not forget the
Japanese imperialists, who have vital
economic and military interests in Korea.
Japanese officers began to participate in
the Team Spirit exercises a few years ago.
Although no Japanese troops have taken
part yet, the Japanese rulers have in re-
cent years broached a debate about
Japan’s role in the event of a ‘““Korean
emergency.’’

The U.S. forces in South Korea,
moreover, are amply armed with nuclear
weapons. About 600 Lance, Honest J ohn
and Pershing [ class, short-range tip
missiles are deployed in South Korea, and
U.S. Army units in the field are equipped
with 155-millimeter and other artillery

capable of firing nuclear shells. B-52
strategic bombers, taking off from Guam,
regularly make simulated nuclear bomb-

ing runs on the North. There have also -

been signs that the U.S. is considering
emplacing nuclear-armed cruise missiles
on the South Korean peninsula. North

Korea, meanwhile, has been warning -

about what it holds are U.S. plans for
deploying of Pershing II missiles as well,
which would complete a -veritable
“Euromissile’” deployment here. This of
course would have major military and
political consequences.

Airland Battle

This massive concentration of conven-
tional and nuclear forces in South Korea
is supposedly part of the U.S. “‘forward
defense’’ in the north Pacific region. But
some truth about the actual strategies in-
volved is revealed in an article written by
General Sennewald in the October '83
issue of the Army magazine. Speaking to
his own kind, the general apparently felt
free to drop at least in part the usual fig
leaf of ‘‘defense.’” The article, ‘‘Tailor-
ing Airland Doctrine to Threat in
Korea,”’ is part of the current effort to
whip into shape — and publicize —
Western offensive warmaking capacity.

As developed by NATO and already
incorporated into its operational plan-
ning for the central European theater,
Airland Battle is a doctrine of bold and
rapid offensive strikes deep inside the
Warsaw Pact territory, and strongly im-
plies the preempting of any Warsaw Pact
offensive by attacking first. According to
Sennewald, the major task for the CECin
1983 has been to “‘fix’’ the Airland Bat-
tle doctrine for ‘‘the situation and
capabilities in Korea. . .to take the fight
to the enemy in depth and to seize the in-
itiative at the appropriate hour.”” The
general continues: ‘‘The combined forces
must, in their initial contact, prevent a
major breakthrough and disrupt the
timetables and plans of advancing enemy
echelons by attacking high-value targets
well beyond the frontlines with air, ar-
tillery, conventional and unconventional
ground forces, and electronic warfare.
The objective of these attacks is to sup-
port eventual offensive operations aimed
at the enemy’s destruction.”’

The key element of Airland Battle is
surprise. The general seems confident
that U.S. forces in South Korea are up to
the task: “Eighth Army units have

achieved and now maintain a readiness
posture commensurate with their mission
requirements. Soldiers of the Second In-
fantry Division. ..spend most of their
time in field training, much of it at night.
A full spectrum of realistic, innovative
training exercises, including periodic no-
notice alerts and actual ambush and
combat patrols in combat-sensitive areas,
keeps the command physically and men-
tally honed to meet the threat under any
conditions.’’ Just who indeed is on ‘‘a
perpetual war footing’’?

U.S. Aims

The immense military buildup and the
incorporation of the offensive Airland
Battle doctrine raises some questions
about what the overall aims of the U.S.
imperialists are in Korea. Although the
Korean demilitarized zone is often refer-
red to as the Asian version of the Euro-
pean *‘frontline,”’ North Korea, after all,
is not integrated into the Soviet-bloc war
machinery in the same way that the War-
saw Pact states in Eastern Europe are. In
fact, the revisionist North Korean leader-
ship headed by Kim Il-Sung has been
keeping a careful *‘centrist’” position in
relation to the Soviet Union and China,
and maintains economic, political and
military ties with both Moscow and Pek-
ing. Indeed, both Kim and his son, the
probable successor, have made visits to
China recently, while Kim has not been to
Moscow in 18 years. Recently, U.S. and
Japan have been promoting China as a
major player in the Korean scene, hoping
to increase Peking’s influence with
Pyongyang and thus squeeze out the
Soviets. At the same time, overt military
pressure from the South is kept up.

But there is much more to the U.S,
aims than simply bringing the North
Korean regime itself to its knees (or at
least under Peking's tutelage). The U.S.
has broader interests and objectives in
Korea, which can only be understood in
the context of the looming world war be-
tween the U.S. and Soviet imperialist
blocs and the critical strategic importance
of the Korean peninsula in the Far
Eastern-Pacific theater.

In recent years, U.S. government and
military figures, think-tankers,
newspaper columnists, etc., have been is-
suing constant and shrill alarms about the
rapid Soviet military buildup in the Far

Continued on page 12
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Damian Garcia!

Continued from page 9

years to wash the blood of Damian’s
murder from their hands. Indeed, the
sharp infighting in bourgeois quarters
over the role and activities of the political
police in Los Angeles gave rise to signifi-
cant exposure of the LAPD’s role in the
murder of Damian Garcia in the L.A.
Times itself. And last year, when a
delegation went to the Los Angeles City
Council to demand that the name of
MacArthur Park be changed to Damian
Garcia Park, the police responded with a
massive * pre-planned assault on th-
delegation—their attack once again cap-
turing major press coverage and
catapulting the name of Damian Garcia
and preparations for May Ist into the
center of public attention. It also focused
even more intense attention on the rally,

held on April 22, at which the park was

actually renamed.

Just this past week, during a meeting of
the L.A. Police Commission which was
considering the issuing of a parade permit
for this year’s May Day celebration, the
president of the police commission was
reminded of an investigation into
Damian’s murder which the commission
had ordered but the report of which has
never seen the light of day. The commis-
sion president responded that he would
make a “‘public comment” about the
status of the report on this investigation
at the next commission meeting, which
happens, appropriately enough, to fall on
May 1. Meanwhile the wrongful death
lawsuit filed against the city of Los
Angeles by Carole Garcia, who was
Damian’s wife, is still pending in the
courts, and this lawsuit promises to pro-
vide even greater exposure of the dirty

work of the L.A. political policeand their
involvement in Damian’s murder. :

Bob Avakian, the Chairman of the
Central Committee of the RCP, in a
statement made shortly after the murder
of Damian, said, ‘‘Death comes to every
man or woman—this is something that
no one can avoid or change, but the con-
tent of people’s lives, and their deaths,
the cause to which they are dedicated and
given, this is something which people can
not only affect but something which
makes a profound difference, not just or
even mainly for themselves, but for the
masses of people and ultimately for
mankind asa whole. . .to live and die for
cause of the international proletariat, to
make revolution, transform society and
advance mankind to the bright dawn of
communism—this is truly a living, and a
dying, that is full of meaning and inspira-
tion for millions and hundreds of millions
fighting for or awakening to the same
goal all around the world. Such was the

life and death of Comrade Garcia, a
fighter and martyr in the army of the in-
ternational proletariat, We cherish and
draw strength and illumination from his
example; and we are determined to honor
him by carrying through to victory the
immediate battle for May First in which
he fell and carrying forward the overall
cause for which he gave his life and of
which May Day is now such a crucial part
— proletarian revolution and the final
abolition of every form of .exploitation
and class division throughout the entire
world.’” Today, four years later, as we
again prepare to celebrate the First of

* May, and this year to celebrate the for-

mation of the Revolutionary Interna-
tionalist Movement in particular, these
words and the example of Comrade
Damian Garcia are especially mean-
ingful. [l
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Stakes

Continued from page 10

East and the Pacific. One indication of
the attention that the Soviets are giving to
their war preparations in this region was
the establishment in 1979 of a Far East
theater headquarters for the first time
since the end of the Korean War. The
Soviets thus created a centralized com-
mand and control facility for the entire
region. About a quarter of all Soviet
ground and air units are based in the Far
East today, a three- to fourfold increase
since the mid-"60s. Soviet strategic forces
based in east Asia now comprise 35-40%
of its ICBMs and SLBMs as well as over
30% of its strategic bombers. The Soviet
Pacific Fleet has been greatly strengthen-
ed through the 70s and is now the biggest
of the four main Soviet fleets, making up
about 30% of total navy forces. And the
use of air and naval bases in Vietnam has
greatly enhanced the ability of the Soviet
Union to extend its power to Southeast
Asia and the Indian Ocean.

The commander-in-chief of the U.S.
forces in the Pacific declared that *‘In the
last decade, the most dramatic military
action that has occurred anywhere in the
world has been the Soviet military
buildup in the Pacific.”’ Such a statement
is more than a bit self-serving; despite the
real leaps in Soviet military might in the
region, the U.S. overall still maintains
superiority. This is especially so concern-
ing the serious geostrategic liabilities that
the Soviets face. For example,
Vladivostok, the main Soviet base in the
Far East, is located only 16 kilometers
from the Chinese border, and is within
easy striking range of aircraft based in
South Korea and Japan. Other Soviet
bases in the region are similarly
vulnerable. Thus a U.S. thrust on the
Korean peninsula would put even greater
pressure on the Soviets. In this light, the
open provocation of North Korea along
with the constant advertisement of the
‘“‘threat’”” from the *“‘unpredictable’
North could be setting things up for a
North Korean *‘‘first shot’” — real or im-
aginary — that would serve as justifica-
tion for a ‘‘retaliatory’’ strike.

In addition, the Tsu-shima Strait be-
tween South Korea and Japan is one of
the three “*‘choke points” for the Soviet
warships steaming out of Vladivostok

_and toward the open seas. Present plans
call for blocking the strait with mines.
However, this could be where U.S.
intermediate-range missile systems
come in. The U.S. Defense Nuclear
Agency recently conducted a study to
determine the feasibility of deploying
nuclear-armed cruise missiles in South
Korea to close off the strait and bottle up
the Soviet ships in the sea of Japan.

Soviets

The Soviets, however, are not
necessarily passive bystanders in all of
this. They are acutely aware of the
strategic situation and certainly plan for
pre-emptive “‘deep attacks’’ of their own
around Korea and east Asia. According
to a Rand Corporation analyst, “‘Soviet
war doctrine considers that one of the
possible and likely variants for conduc-
ting the war in east Asia will be to use the
Korean peninsula, or the northern part of
it at least, as the Soviet place of arms for
the strategical outflanking of China
and/or Japan.’”’ This, the analyst says,

will be done with or without cooperation
of the North Korean regime, and the
Soviets might continue to march right
down to the South,

One scenario put forward by some
Western analysts is a quick march by the
Soviet forces in Mongolia toward the
Korean peninsula, cutting off the in-
dustrially developed but highly
vulnerable northeast China from the rest
of the country. This would be backed by
the approximately 120 SS-20 missiles
deployed in the Soviet Far East. Once en-
trenched in Korea, the Soviets would
pose a great threat to Peking and the
coastal heartlands of China, as well as ex-
ert tremendous pressure on Japan (Korea
has been described by some as a dagger
aimed at the heart of Japan). By occupy-
ing South Korea, the Soviets could also
open up the Tsu-shima Strait for Soviet
ships.

With two armies totalling more than
one-million facing off against each other,
thousands of tanks, artillery and jet
fighters, a major nuclear arsenal and

warships lurking offshore, the Korean
peninsula is one of the most heavily
militarized areas in the world. The un-
precedented scale of this year’s Team
Spirit exercise and the nature of what was
being practiced are clear indications that
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the tensions created by the collision of
strategic interests of the Soviet Union, the
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‘““frontline”” are rapidly mounting to a
breaking point. O
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The Political
Police and the

Henry

Kissinger Affair

The rude shattering of the ‘‘political
peace’” by hundreds of demonstrators in
San Francisco when Henry Kissinger
came to town on April 16th caught the
authorities momentarily off guard and
left them politically wounded. ““Political
peace’ at home, when the atmosphere
screams with the tension of empires
preparing for war, both regional and
global, is most highly valued and
energetically worked for by those in
power. This applies with a vengeance in
San Francisco right now, with the
Democratic Convention scheduled for
July — a convention which is supposed to
represent the integration of the “‘out-
siders’ ‘into the American democratic
process, and thus to become a symbol of
national unity.

In the wake of the Kissinger demon-
stration, and especially through the press
and the media, the authorities launched
their attack. In the first few days, this was
a little confused and even a bit self-
contradictory, though some major
themes could be discerned — a gross ex-
aggeration of the *‘violence’” of the
demonstrators, the crude defense of the
brutality of the police, and the attempt to
utilize certain leaders of forces planning
respectable and safe actions at the con-
vention to attack and suppress the Kiss-
inger demonstrators and some of the
more radical forces and organizations in-
volved in the action. By Friday, four days
after the demonstration, this had harden-
ed into a concentrated political attack,
aimed particularly at the RCP, and more
broadly at potential ‘‘disrupters’” of any
kind.

The chief public avenue for this attack
was the San Francisco Chronicle. The
April 20th edition of the Chronicle ran a
froni-page story titled: ““How radicals
disrupted S.F. protest.”” It reads like a
fantasy of the political police: the
demonstration, ‘‘planned as a peaceful
event,”’ was ‘‘led into a violent confron-
tation by members of two small militant
groups who joined
uninvited.’” After stressing how worried
“planners for the Democratic National
Convention'’ were about ‘‘similar
disruptions’’ at the convention, the arti-
cle continued with a fanciful ‘‘recon-

the protest -

struction”’ of the demonstration — sup-
posedly based on interviews with
‘‘demonstrators, police and other
witnesses.’” The reconstruction is chock-
full of innuendos and supposed quotes
from representatives of the Livermore
Action Group (LAG) and the Committee
in Support of the People of El Salvador
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(CISPES), which tried hard to paint a

‘picture of these groups disassociating

themselves from the demonstration and
claiming that everything that happened
beyond peaceful picketing was the work
of the RCP and the Prairie Fire Organiz-
ing Committee.

Near the end of the article, police in-

RCP Press Release, San Francisco

PRESS RELEASE FROM THE
REVOLUTIONARY COMMUNIST
PARTY, USA, SAN FRANCISCO

Fact number one: The demonstration
against Henry Kissinger on Monday was
led into a violent confrontation by
members of a violent fringe group known
as the San Francisco TAC Squad.

Fact number two: The RCP joined in
and supported wholeheartedly the
political demonstration against the
U.S.’s aggressive and terroristic activities
in Central America. It is our view that the
government’s war in Central America
must be opposed in its own right and also
opposed as part of their preparations for
World War. The violence and terrorism
of the U.S. in Central America and
worldwide is part of the tenor and tone of
the times that provoked vast outrage
among the demonstrators. What the
authorities hate is the fact that at the Kiss-
inger demonstration, they were unable to
divide the unruly and spirited crowd who
were united against Henry Kissinger as a
concentrated representative of the truly
grotesque, bloodthirsty and globally-
despised nature’of U.S. imperialism. We
support the festive atmosphere of Mon-
day’s demonstration where a variety of
forces used creative activities to make a
strong political statement against the
UJ.S. war moves in Central America. We
also support the unity of the demonstra-
tors in continuing to make their political

statements in the face of vicious police
assault.

Fact number three: We know for a fact
that CISPES and LAG have not as
organizations taken the positions at-
tributed to them by the Chronicle article.
In the most unscrupulous of journalistic
methods the Chronicle has constructed a
story based on the reasoning and wishes
of the FBI and other agencies of the
government rather than on fact and reali-
ty. Interestingly enough, the press
coverage in general omitted several perti-
nent facts. For instance, in the premedi-
tated attack on the demonstrators, the
police not only arrested 200 people but
also selectively singled out individuals for
felony charges such as (1) a member of
CISPES who was beaten by police and
then charged with assault on police; (2) a
supporter of the RCP whose name is on
the May Day 1984 permit application and
his Monday felony charge was then used
on Tuesday to deny the sound and march
permit for May Day; and (3) a young Tax
Day protestor who was choked un-
conscious by the police is still
hospitalized. .

Fact number four: Inspector Hen-
nessy’s statement in the Chronicle lays
bare the purpose of the premeditated
police attack and the subsequent press at-
tacks when he says, ‘‘All it would have
taken is somebody from Livermore Ac-
tion Group saying ‘Listen, those people
are not with us." Factions that are not

with the host group can be identified and
segregated by being given their own
area.”’ This is an internationally in-
famous tactic of the political police
known as the policy of ‘‘distancing.”’ It
was used in West Germany this past
autumn to divide forces that opposed the
government, including revolutionaries,
from those who seek to work within and
support the system and to get the latter to
act as the peace police against the former.
This same tactic is now being used by the
S.F. police to set the bounds for any up-
coming protest during the Democratic
Convention. The ruling class hasanagen-
da for the Democratic Convention that
they do not want disrupted in any way.
Only those organizations that constitute
themselves as an appendage of the
Democratic Party and/or the state ap-
paratus will be tolerated. All others are to
be singled out for attack. This is an at-

tempt on the part of the government to.

bound political protests into acceptable
limits thereby rendering them harmless
and irrelevant. The authorities want to
make it clear starting now that protest is
fine so long as it does not constitute a
threat to their agenda in/July and the con-
tinuation of the government’s actions
and plans — the continued mining of
Nicaragua’s harbor, the continued
slaughter of workers and peasants in El
Salvador, and the continued drive
towards nuclear world war, The Chroni-
cle article also stated that the authorities

spector Hennessey laid bare the heart of
the purpose of the article: ‘‘All it would
have taken is somebody from Livermore
Action Group saying, ‘listen, those peo-
ple are not with us.’Factions that are not
with the host group can be identified and
segregated by being given their own

Continued on page 15

have denied all permits for the 1984 May
Day demonstration in S.F. The RCP and
the May Day Committee have applied for
permits to hold a rally at 24th & Mission
followed by a march to 9th and Van Ness
(military recruiters station for the army,
navy, air force, marines) to take place on
Tuesday, May lst. May Day 1984 will
celebrate and demonstrate proletarianin-
ternationalism on a whole new level. The
fact is that this year’s May Day is being
organized under slogans of the newly
formed Revolutionary Internationalist
Movement. At the march permit hearing,
when Supervisor Hongisto was asked if
his permit committee will condone and
take responsibility for any premeditated
police attacks on May Ist by his denying
the march permit, his reply was *‘I'm sure
we will.”” We want to make it clear and we
want to make it known that the May Day
Committee has and will pursue all efforts
to acquire the necessary permits to march
and rally and plan to abide by all traffic
laws for the march. We feel it is necessary
that the overall attempts by the
authorities to create opinion to attack
May Day should be exposed and opposed
by all progressive forces so that the police
will have to consider meeting with mass
outrage for any preplanned attacks on a
political demonstration for the second
time in two weeks.
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