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Out To Lunch With Henry K. | g
| -~ ...And Five Hundred

Henry Kissinger jetted into San Fran-
cisco.on Monday to address the San Fran-
cisco Commonwealth Club. While the
Commonwealth clubbers dined on San
Francisco chicken kiev and applauded
Henry’s pearls of imperialist wisdom on
East/West relations and Central
America, the police lost control of a
diverse crowd of demonstrators in the
streets surrounding the Hilton.

For over an hour, hundreds of anti-
nukers, punk rockers, activists in support
of Nicaragua and El Salvador, feminists,
anarchists, and some proletarian youth
- took over the streets, clashing with police
on horseback and in riot gear. The police
eventually amassed enough force, over
100 pigs, to execute the mass bust of 191
demonstrators, along with some shop-
pers scooped up in the police net. But for
most of the time, the atmosphere of a sort
of festival of pent-up political fury and
exuberance dominated the area. f

The action has become big news in the
Bay Area, with the police, the mayor, and
the media hashing over the demonstra-
tion in front-page stories, a variety of
radio talk shows, and other avenues as
well. The demonstration has come amidst
the security preparations for the
Demoecratic Party Convention in San
Francisco this summer, and the media
coverage has been quite slanderous from
this and other angles as we shall see. But
from other quarters, like some sections of
the social movements, the reaction has
been more in the realm of ‘‘it’s about
time there was a demonstration like
this.”” And among some sections of the
people, there seems to be developing a
trend toward a lot more people than
could possibly have been there saying “‘l
was there.”’

Mines and Nukes

The stage for the demonstration was
set especially by the U.S. provocations in
Central America and in particular the
outrageous flaunting of the CIA mining
of the Nicaraguan harbors. Bringing
Kissinger to San Francisco in the middle
of all this was calculated to rub both the
overall moves toward war and the Cen-
tral American situation right in people’s
faces. Kissinger, after all, headed
Reagan’s Central America commission.

Kissinger no doubt relished being shov-
ed in the face of the masses, and he cer-
tainly pulled no punches in his speech. He
made a big pitch for ruling class unity
around Central American policy, term-
ing the congressional debate over the
mining of Nicaraguan harbors a
““disaster.”” He said: ““The problem in
Nicaragua is that more arms are going in-
to Nicaragua than all the rest of Central
America - combined, by a very wide
margin. There are 8,000 Cubans in
Nicaragua, and 1,000 Bulgarians, East
Germans, Soviets, Libyans, PLO, and
other intelligence specialists. That creates
a weight, and a pressure on the surroun-
ding countries that sooner or later will
undermine them. 1 can sympathize with
an administration that is attempting to
stop that influx of arms. Whether at some
point it should :be overt rather than
covert, that is an arguable proposition.
But 'we shouldn’t get the objectives and
the means confused.’” The only question
for Kissinger was whether the U.S.
should openly go to war against
Nicaragua!

Kissinger also had some provocative

Continued on page 6
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The RW has received word of the following banners being sent as internationalist ex-
changes for May Ist 1984:

From New York to Haiti

wThe Proletarians Have Nothing to Lose But Their Chains. They Have A World To
in. .

From Students at Wingate High School

and residents of the Haitian community

in Brooklyn, New York

From Houston, Texas to Haitian Inlernational Revolutionary Group |

An Internationalist Greeting from the lower barrios and ghettos of Houston, Texas to
the Haitian International Revoiuuonary Group. The fight that frees the Haman people,
the struggle against the invasion of the Marines and the mistreatment of Haitian
immigrants in the U.S.A., and the struggle against Yankee imperialism together with
Duvalier’s assassins, these are our struggles also. From here, shoulder to shoulder with
you, advancing to reach the final goal — World Revolution!

Banner prepared by a circle of proletarians from El Salvador
and signed by 57 youth and proletarians

in Houston's 5th ward housing project

o and the Moody Park area.

From Los Angeles to Chiang Ching and Chang Chun-chiao

To Comrades Chiang Ching and Chang Chun-chiao and the proletarian revolution-
aries of China.

Comrades, on this Red First of May we salute you holding aloft the Red banner of
Proletarian Revolution and communism in face of bitter defeat. We hold dear the many
valuable and important lessons taught to us by that heroic struggle you waged under the
leadership of Mao Tsetung, the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution when millions of
Chinese masses dared to storm the heavens and opened a brilliant new page of history in
mankind’s tortuous march towards communism,

We have also drawn great strength and inspiration from the heroic stand that you,
Comrades Chiang Ching and Chang Chun-chiao, have taken in the court and continue
to take under threat of death. We are confident that the reversal in China is only
temporary and together with our comrades in China we will forge a new International
that will not only raise the Red Flag back over China, but over a new Red World!

Signed by dozens of youth
at a Los Angeles punk concert

From Damian Garcia Park to Ceylon

Para la Gente de Ceilan: ;Viva el Primero de Mayo, dia del proletariado mundial!
iMovimiento que facilita nuestra revolucion! jEstamos siempre contra el imperialismo!
(For the People of Ceylon: Long live the First of May, day of the proletariat worldwide!
A Movement to facilitate our revolution! We are always against imperialism!)

Written by a proletarian youth in Damian Garcia Park
and currently circulating for signatures

From New York (o Turkey

Los Proletarios no Tienen Nada Perder Mas Que Sus Cadenas. Tienen, en Cambio,
un Mundo Que Ganar.
(The Proletarians Have Nothing To Lose But Their Chains. They Have A World To
Win.)
Signed by 123 students and proletarians
* in New York City from Iran, Turkey, Latin America,
Haiti, Philippines, Hungary and the U.S.

From Los Angeles to India

Proletariado internacional unido para romper las cadenas del imperialismo.
Adelante al Primero de Mayo. La furia de la mujer es fuerza poderosa para la
revolucion.

(International proletariat united to break the chains of imperialism. Forward to the
First of May. The fury of women is a mighty force for revolution.)

Created by immigrant proletarians and artists,

this banner was displayed at a garment factory

and pieces of cloth are circulating in.the garment district

to be sewn to the banner and sent to India
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“The proletarians
* have nothing to lose
but their chains.
They have a world fo win.”

st Maahey.

HAIL THE FORMATION OF THE
REVOLUTIONARY INTERNATIONALIST

MOVEMENT!

Revolutionary Communist Party, USA participant ~

This poster of the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement is being printed in many countries and

languages around the world. Now appearing on walls across the U.S.

Reprinted from Mass Line:
An Important Victory
For The Working Class

This statement on the formation of the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement'is
reprinted from the March 1984 issue of Mass Line newspaper, India.

The successful convening and completion of the Second International Conference of
Marxist-Leninist Parties and Organisations marks yet another advance in the process of
unification of genuine Marxist-Leninists worldwide. The Conference witnessed a
principled and keenly waged struggle over differences, at the end of which, 14
organisations resolved to constitute themselves as the Revolutionary Internationalist
Movement. :

Mass Line hails this event as an important victory of the international proletariat. By
firmly upholding the revolutionary essence of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung
Thought including the great lessons of the Cultural Revolution, what the Revolutionary
Internationalist Moventent (RIM) has really achieved is a decisive and far-reaching
victory over a/l foes of the working class. To the declared and open enemies out to crush
communism for ever, it is a proper answer; to the so-called friends of the
proletariat—who too are in reality out to extinguish, albeit via sugar coated bullets, the
spirit and raging flames of communism—a slap in the face; and to those who, pointing
at the real failure of revolution in all erstwhile socialist countries, are busy formulating
the specious thesis that it is Marxism itself that has failed—a challenge to reckon with.

The RIM has not contented itself with a passive defence of the fundamental principles

of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought against the multi-pronged attack. The .

distinctive feature about it, is the bold recognition of and energetic responsiveness to the
social reality obtaining in the present-day world. New phenomena, new problems and
new contradictions that have come into being, especially after World War 11, are not
evaded, nor are they brushed aside. An intense and intensive search to comprehend and
identify the new things and to work out practical means to tackle them pervades the
RIM like a breath of fresh air.

Alongside this welcome retrieval of the critical spirit of Marxism (‘‘Criticism that
fears neither its own results nor the conflict with the powers that be’’), goes the critical
evaluation of the history of the international communist movement. Against the back-
drop of repeated restorations of capitalism which has in truth brought the Marxist-
Leninists face to face with a very real, grave crisis, such an assessment (actually, a seff-
critical reassessment) of the Comintern’s role since its founding, through the *30s and in
the course of WW I1, experience of the dictatorship of the proletariat in Russia and
China, etc, has assumed the utmost relevance. Because, a thorough grasp of the lessons
(both positive and negative) accruing from this rich experience has become pivotal
today in laying out a correct orientation. What inspires hope is that precisely this is the
perspective guiding the RIM. Not just adopted *‘in principle’’, but based on this
perspective, considerable work has already gone ahead.

Certainly, suchsstrivings to evaluate the past are quite far from completion. The task
is a serious and difficult one. But at the Conference, the evaluations made—all tentative
in natfire—by the constituent organisations were put forward and incisively debated,
the object being of course to arrive at acommon evaluation. In the upcoming period the
effort is bound to be stepped up, and provided the healthy line-struggle seen at the meet
is persisted in, significant results are sure to follow.

Even a brief look at the three year period between the first and second conferences
testifies to such hopes. The first conference (Autumn 1980) was convened on the basis
of previously set conditions, so that the participants had general agreement beforehand

on certain formulations considered to be fundamental points of departure in order to
Continued on page 10

_detachment of the Dominican Marxist-

Message from the
Revolutionary Communist
Union, Dominican
Republic

Comrades of the Central Committee
Revolutionary Communist Party, USA
On the occasion of the celebration of

May Day, 1984, the Revolutionary Com-
munist Union (UCR) — organized

as to the proletariat of all the other coun-
tries in the world.

Nothing will be able to stop us. We will
defeat the loathsome opportunists and
revisionists; and we will march forward
on the revolutionary path. We greet,
then, the RCP,USA for the correct and
uncompromising politics that it is
developing in order to make revolution in
the U.S., and for the role it is playing in
order to build an authentic International
Communist Movement.

Before the international working class,
before the world’s Marxist-Leninists,
before all the exploited and oppressed of
the Earth, the Revolutionary Communist
Union raises high the red flag of the pro-
letariat and reaffirms its determination to
fight through until the triumph of the
democratic, national and anti-imperialist
revolution in the Dominican Republic
and all other dependent countries, as well
as for the triumph of the proletarian
socialist revolution in the whole world.

The Revolutionary Communist Union
of the Dominican Republic upholds that
the most suitable path for the
worldwide working class to seize the
capitalist state machine and seize it for its
own ends — is mass revolutionary war,
revolutionary armed struggle, deter-
mined and militant struggle, through
which accounts will be settled with the in-
ternational bourgeoisie, with the land-
owners, with Yankee imperialism, with
Soviet social-imperialism, and all the
other reactionary runts.

Uncompromising in the face of dif-
ferent tendencies, trends and varieties of
opportunism and revisionism, and deter-
mined to shed the last drop of blood in
the fight of the international proletariat
against imperialism and its lackeys, the
Revolutionary Communist Union con-

Continued on page 10

Leninists and a political expression of our
working class — sends you warm pro-
letarian internationalist greetings, and
hopes that the RCP, USA will continue to
develop the preparatory work needed for
a proletarian revolution in the very belly
of the beast, as we are also developing our
revolutionary tasks here.

The conditions are rapidly ripening for
revolution. And imperialism and all reac-
tionaries know perfectly well what is in
store for them, That is why their prepara-
tions for a third imperialist world war are
increasingly urgent for them, because
they hope to get the exploited and op-
pressed of the world to save their rotten
system. But now, the situation will be
more difficult for worldwide capitalism,
because now we, authentic Marxist-
Leninists, have formed the Revolu-
tionary Internationalist Movement,
which is a necessary step to building a
communist international that can lead the
struggle of the world proletariat towards
the overthrow of Yankee imperialism,
Soviet social-imperialism and all the
other reactionaries, and on to the"
establishment of the revolutionary dic-
tatorship of the proletariat.

Comrades:

This coming May Day finds us much
more determined and encouraged to go
forward towards the overthrow of im-
perialism and to forge a stronger interna-
tional unity. We consider ourselves part
of the international army of the pro-
letariat, and thus, through the Revolu-
tionary Worker, we send our greetings to
the proletariat of the United States as well
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Message
From A Reader
On May Ist

Dear Comrades,

I was profoundly moved and ex-
hilarated to hear the news of the constitu-
tion of the Revolutionary Internationalist
Movement. The formation of this move-
ment is indeed a leap forward in the
‘‘fighting capacity of the proletariat,
both at the international level and within
the different countries of the world.”" In
this letter, I want to focus on the resolu-
tion of the Revolutionary Internationalist
Movement directed to imiprisoned
revolutionaries around the world.

The situation in the world today is pos-
ing the danger of another world war and
the possibility for revolutionary advance
on a world scale and in this country.
Mao’s assessment still has much
relevance and urgency: “Either revolu-
tion will prevent world war, or world war
will give rise - to revolution.”” Now more
than ever it is imperative that imprisoned
revolutionaries the world over respond to
the call of the Revolutionary Interna-
tionalist Movement to “‘rally around the
banner of Marxism-Leninism and pro-
letarian revolution.”” This is a call to
those who, based on their position in
society and their life experience, have
seen the ugly face of imperialism and are
well-acquainted with its hideous features.
It is a call which recognizes that those
who are buried in the hell-holes through-
out the world have to some extent been
steeled and tempered but must now be

steeled and tempered in the most fun-
damental sense — by grasping firmly and
learning to wield ever more powerfully
the living and liberating revolutionary
science: Marxism-Leninism-Mao
Tsetung Thought! Moreover, it would be
a tremendous inspiration if, in prisons
right here inside this ‘‘land of the free and
home of the brave,'’ the bright red flag,
emblazoned with the May Day slogans of
the Revolutionary Internationalist Move-
ment, is held aloft on the First of May
and if the ways and means are found to
celebrate the formation of the Revolu-
tionary Internationalist Movement and
the appearance of its Declaration. Such a
development would represent an impor-
tant step forward, and it would not be en-
tirely without precedent. In the 1960s
thousands throughout this country were
inspired by the struggles of prisoners,
especially when those prisoners went
beyond just striking out against the con-
ditions that they faced and linked their
struggle with the overall revolutionary
struggle throughout the world and in this
country. The international situation in
the 1980s, however, makes such a step
forward all the more urgent and
necessary. .

A few years ago | saw a movie called
Midnight Express, which is, | think, bas-
ed on a true story of an American fellow
who got busted for possession of nar-
cotics in Turkey and was thrown into ene

of the prisons there for a number of
years. This movie depicted the judicial
and prison systems in Turkey as the
monstrosities that they are; however, the
film conveyed, by implication, that the
courts and prisons in this country are
somehow different, after all this is the
“land of freedom and justice for all.”
Having served nearly a degade in prison
during the upsurge of the 1960s, I know
first-hand the monstrous conditions to
which thousands upon thousands of
prisoners are subjected, and I am also
well aware that the most brutal and
murderous blows are reserved for the
revolutionary-minded prisoners. This
was very graphically demonstrated, for
example, at San Quentin in 1971 when
George Jackson was assassinated. And
again a few weeks later at Attica when
more than 30 prisoners were executed by
the state in the wake of a rebellion there.
Strip-cells, segregation, starvation diets,
goon squads, drug therapy, behavior
modification, mental and physical tor-
ture and outright murder is ‘‘what time it
1s”’ inside most jails and prisons in this
country. The reality is that the courts,
pigs, and prisons are part of the
bourgeois state (and the bourgeois dic-
tatorship), which, as Lenin has pointed
out, is an instrument for the suppression
of one class by another. Prisons, in par-
ticular, are used to terrorize the masses

broadly and to degrade, dehumanize, .

mangle and crush anyone who steps ot
of line, especially.anyone who would dare
to fight for revolution.

At present such a vicious attempt to
break the back of firm opposition from
behind prison walls is being carried out by
the Turkish regime. I want to express
solidarity with the heroic struggle that the
revolutionary fighters in Turkey’s
dungeons have waged over the past
several months in the face of barbarous
repression. The truth of the words of the
Revolutionary Internationalist Move-
ment resolution are being underscored in

- Diyarbakir and Mamak: *“The road of

revolution is not straight, and wherever
there is struggle there are also defeats and
losses. The enemy will attack ferociously
and wildly, hoping to destroy us or break
our will to resist. But these very frantic
and vicious attacks of the enemy are also
proof that they fear the revolutionaries as
their mortal enemies.’’ I am reminded of
Lenin’s comment that crises steel and
temper some and crush and break others
and that overall the former category is by
far the largest. Diyarbakir and Mamak
are an emphatic affirmation of Lenin’s
point of view. Those revolutionary
fighters must now be actively defended in
their struggles; and the Turkish regime
along with its Western imperialist
backers, must be exposed.

A comrade

Rirslatintasiy blvelimattle

% Vive le Promior Mai

Rouge, Symhdle

b la Révolution Prolétarienne Internationale!

cxipers ol Mdmists Rl
x jaue Viva El 1
" Simbolo De L8

La
#g":}miemo Revolu

kalefariat International!

2 :JMEI'W‘MH“'L Jylsla, ez

e twal Jylobons *

Rojo, . 2
t;Ile’len!'l‘l':::!i"n Pr‘:letana Mundial!

jon Del jonalista’

cionario Internac’

Mundial! y
* l_m%“umﬁ'::a Por La Revolucion

iR El Mundo!

ucum:
Pepslzr

tivos jon!
#iasas contra les Prepara para la Revoluc
como uA Fuermd Poderosa

Todas los Luchas fa Reaccion’ -
Part ¥ e tra ol wfﬂ;’ lfw por st Liberacién!










Silicon Valley, the much-heralded, all-
American high-tech success story, center
of the U.S. electronics industry and one
of the key’ centers of production and
development of the technical break-
throughs crucial to the battlefields of

World War 3, has recently become the

scene of another, closely-related form of
all-American activity — handcuffs, inter-
rogation rooms, and deportations of
“aliens.”

The Immigration and Naturalization
Service (INS) kicked off the new phase in
labor relations in Silicon Valley on March
7th, when 30 Migra police stormed into
three buildings of General Technologies,
one of the largest printed circuit firms-in
the Valley. The silence of the production
process was shattered as workers were
chased down, shackled and herded off.
Thirty-two workers “‘agreed” to im-
mediate repatriation and were put on a
bus for El Centro. Another 14 were sent
to an Alameda County detention center
for further processing. The usual effects
of such operations prevailed: families
torn apart, children left in the care of
babysitters, and some, like the 35% of
deported Salvadorans who are either kill-
ed or imprisoned upon return to El
Salvador, may lose their lives.

While such raids are hardly new to
California and the Southwest — the INS
reports that over one million people were
seized at the Mexican border in 1983 and
200,000 in raids like the one at General
Technologies — there have been very few
raids in Silicon Valley until recent
months. The General Technologies raid
was the largest in the south San Francisco
Bay area in at least two and a half years,
and a signal of the beginning of a
dramatic change in INS policy toward
Silicon Valley. The day after the raid,
Harold Ezell, the Western Regional INS
Commissioner, came up from his base in
L.A. to hold a press conference and to
announce the opening of a new INS of-
fice in San' Jose, to be the staging area for
twice-monthly raids in the electronics in-
dustry in Silicon Valley.

On Apri! 16th, Ezell made another trip
up to Silicon Valley and held another

press conference. This was the official
opening day of the San Jose office, and
two separate raids on different elec-
tronics plants were held. Ezell announced
not only the raids, but said that, ‘‘Pro-
bably 25% of the working population in

this area is here illegally, particularly in"

the Silicon Valley area.’’ He announced
that the San Jose office would conduct a
minimum of ‘“‘two raids a week’’ in the
Santa Clara Valley, concentrating on the
electronics industry.

Ridiculous?

Almost everyone with anything to do
with the workforce in Silicon Valley was
agog. Social service agency workers
called Ezell’s statements ‘‘ridiculous,’”
and “‘ludicrous,’” while an employer —

" doubtless with his own profit-oriented in-

terests in mind — called the planned raids
“‘a witchhunt.”

Comment from sources such as these
was not, of course, much concerned with
the nauseating chauvinism with which
these raids were, as: usual, justified:
“more jobs for Americans,”” and so
forth. Nor has thessue been the brutality
with which the raids, also as usual, were
carried out. Instead it is Ezell’s direct im-
plication that fully a quarter of the
Silicon Valley workforce are without
legal papers that has drawn the public
fire. Challenged on his figures, Ezell only
repeated them the next day, saying that, if
anything, they were understated.

~This is, indeed, an astounding posi- !

tion. Overwhelmingly, workers without
papers in electronics are from Mexico
and Central America, but according to
one reliable set of figures, ‘‘Hispanics’’
as a whole in the industry — with and
without papers — total about 28% of the
workforce. According to Ezell, then,
nearly al/ of these would have to be ““il-
legal’’! This is a blatant lie, the true situa-
tion being exactly the other way around.
From the observations of workers and
others in the industry, only a small per-
centage of ‘‘Hispanics’® are without
papers.

So, has the Migra set up a brand new
office to attack nonexistent ‘‘illegals’’?

Not hardly. There is a real and ominous
purpose for the new office and fresh cam-
paign of raids.

San Jose Census

The electronics plants of the San Fran-
cisco area sit in the middle of a region
which has received a gathering stream of
workers especially from Mexico; many of
these have poured into the area right
around San Jose. According to census
figures, San Jose has the fourth largest
percentage of Mexicans and Chicanos of
all major cities in the U.S. — roughly
twenty-two percent in 1980 and growing
at a rate of twenty-one percent per year,
leading to an’ estimated population of
250,000 Hispanics in Santa Clara by the
end of thisyear. Generally, census figures
underestimate ‘‘illegals,”” who are com-
ing into the area in large numbers, accor-
ding to agencies that offer services to im-
migrants. In general, the number of *‘il-
legals’” working in the general San Jose
area is much larger than the number in
the electronics industry.

But some of these workers without
papers, along with a much larger group
of “‘legal”” immigrant workers from Mex-
ico, the Philippines and other Asian
countries have found their way into the

\ g

~ Without Imperialism
—Not an Imperialist
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~"_A World

electronics industry. This has been in-
evitable given the drive in these plants to
draw from and exploit a pool of cheap
labor — the work force as a whole is
about 68% women and at least half
minorities and immigrants. Wages range
from $3.75 an hour to $5, and experienc-
ed workers pull in $5 to $7.

The “‘illegal’’ workers in electronics
have been concentrated and rather strict-
ly quarantined in cerrain corners of the
industry. While wages are uniformly low
in the plants, there are sharp differences
in the character of the various jobs and
various. plants, such as in the stability of
the work, the physical conditions of the
plants, and even something of a wage dif-
ferential. These are differences which are
highly political in motivation. Some
plants, which do more sensitive and open
military work, hire almost no one but
native-born workers — intent to be more
stable, and “pleasant” — and pay
somewhat higher wages in return for
what they see as better security.

At the other end of the spectrum there
are the plants that tend to hire almost en-
tirelv immigrants, and in some cases,
almost entirely workers without papers.
These plants are an integral part of the

Continued on page 10
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“It just comes down to a basic thought for me. I’ve
never fired a shot for this country. Anybody who ever has
aided in the firing of a shot to defend this country has done
a hell of a lot more than I can ever do coaching the Olympic
team. But that’s something that is available to me that I can
do. And it’s something that I would like very much to do,
simply as an American citizen.”’

But Mr. Knight is being entirely too
modest. His contributions to the defense
of everythng that America stands for are
already legendary the world over. As
coach of the 1979 U.S. team at the Pan
American Games in Puerto Rico, Knight
called the Brazilian women’s basketball
team ‘‘a bunch of dirty whores’’ when
they were using a practice gym that he
wanted. Knight is also noted for having
called a Puerto Rican cop a ‘‘dirty
nigger,’’ and for publicly bragging that as
his plane was flying home he ‘“mooned”’
the U.S.’s foremost Caribbean colonial
possession. And then there are the
statements like, ““I don’t like women at
all,”” and testimony that women ‘‘are
good for having kids and frying bacon”’
— both of which reflect America’s long-
held commitment to brotherhood. And
all this is over and above Knight’s infor-
mal title as the ““General Patton of
basketball,”” a richly deserved moniker
earned for his authoritarian style as a
coach and the brand of basketball his
programmed foot soldiers are required to
play.

So it’s no wonder that Bobby Knight
was selected to lead what has been
described by one basketball magazine as
a major Olympic crusade: getting back at
the Russians for the 1972 Olympics, when
the U.S., the preeminent basketball
power, was handed its only defeat since
the game was introduced in 1936. The
1J.S. was so crushed that it refused to
even accept the lowly silver medal. But
now, for the first time since that dark
day, the U.S. and Soviet teams are ex-
pected to clash for the gold in Los
Angeles this summer. And Bobby Knight
has been chosen to lead the charge — un-

— Bobby Knight, coach of 1984
Olympic basketball team USA

doubtedly with good wishes from his
golfing buddies, former U.S. President
Gerald Ford and former Secretary of
Defense Melvin Laird, his trusted confi=
dant, House Speaker Tip O’Neill, his
fellow directors at Radio Free Europe,
etc. While Knight may yet have an oppor-
tunity to live out his fantasiesin a military
assignment, fer the moment he is the
perfect choice to fulfill his country’s
assignment in sport — a ‘‘political-
minded patriot who can coach,’’ in the
words of the Los Angeles Times. Move
over, Sam the Eagle. There can be no
more fitting mascot than Bobby the
Dinosaur for the 1984 Summer Olym-
pics. :

LA L]

~ That this pinnacle of international
sport will occasion mountains of the

~ crudest chauvinist propaganda, and is

already doing so, goes without saying.
Even a high-caliber national sports event
can provide such opportunities, as
evidenced by Ronald Reagan’s public
phone call to the coach of the winning
Super Bowl team earlier this year. Before
over 100 million viewers on live TV,
Reagan quipped, ‘‘I think you’re giving
us problems. Moscow just called and they
think Marcus Allen is our secret weapon
and they insist we dismantle him. If you
turn him over to us, we’ll put him in our
silos and we wouldn’t have to build and
deploy MX missiles.”’ The celebrated —
and then, somewhat deflating — experi-
ence of the Winter Games in Sarajevo,
and its coverage by ABC-TV and other
media, has already put Reagan’s Super
Bowl performance to shame. And the up-
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coming circus in Los Angeles promises to
be in another league altogether.

There is a view in some circles that the
ugly national chauvinism — as in the
rallying of patriotic support for the
“‘home team’’ and the promotion of a
frenzy of burning desire to defeat all
challengers (especially when they come
from a certain rival superpower and its
bloc) — is an unsavory if unavoidable ad-
junct to this contest between athletes
from various countries. But consider the
professorial exposition of a political
analyst for the CIA, one David B. Kanin.
In his book, A Political History of the
Olympic Games, based on background
research done for the 1980 U.S. Olympic
boycott effort, the author gets down to
the real nuts and bolts of the ‘‘science’’ of
Olympic sports manipulation and pro-
paganda.

Professor Kanin begins with a glossary
of terms. After refining the differences
between athlete and sportsman, contest
and competition, he continues on:

“Sportsmanship: Sportsmanship in- .

volves a process of inculcating the in-
dividual with societal values through the
medium of sport participation. Since the
‘rights’ and ‘wrongs’ of sport are more
clearly perceived than the intricacies of
legal jargon and political maneuver, prin-
ciples of sportsmanship are effective
weapons in the state’s struggle to in-
tegrate its people and its doctrines.
““Spectator: A spectator is an indirect
or vicarious participant in a sporting

event. Followers of sport are even more
important targets of propaganda for na-
tional integration than the athletes them-
selves. A fan is a spectator who feels par-
tisan emotion toward at least one of the
contestants in a sporting event. Fan is a
diminutive of fanatic.”

Kanin goes on to distill the inner work-
ings of the world of sports competition
between nations, explaining as he goes
the qualities that make sportsin the hands
of the Great Powers so valuable:

“‘International sport is a form of cross-
cultural activity which attracts the in-
terest of, and is understood by, a mass
public. Most of those involved in sport
transactions are indirect participants who
have their contact with athletes and fans
from other states second hand, via the
mass media. Modern communication
technology makes matches of national in-
terest immediately available to anyone
who wants to watch or listen. It enables
this mass public, which tends to identify
with the athletes, to take notice of con-
tests against teams or individuals from
friendly or hostile states. Governments
can use this identification when sporting
events are staged to demonstrate the
temper of relations between the states
represented by the athletes.

*“...Sport is safe...because it is
peripheral to the international system. . . .



A defeat in a match will not normally be
avenged by the use of force by the state
whose athletic representatives have
lost... . . (E)ven without the direct involve-
ment of state power, the public can be
made aware of moods and policies toward
other countries. . . .

.. .If the staging of a sporting event
can be a sign of cooperation, the activity
itself is a direct comparison of the
physical and mental abilities of the
societies’ human resources. States may
try to use sport to represent international
goodwill, but the mechanism of sport
makes it a potential forum for inter-state
confrontation as well.

“Paradoxically, sport is also impor-

tant in international relations because, as ,

an activity, it has no intrinsic political
value. It can be used by any state to
demonstrate the physical prowess of the
human resources of any ideology or value
system. Sport activity has no political
content in itself, therefore the sporting
process can be given any political inter-
pretation imaginable. The Gentleman
Sportsman, All-American Boy, and New
Soviet Man can all play the same sport
controlled by the same federation. Sport
provides an arena for the direct com-
parison of athletes representing different
societies by spectators who understand

rules which are common to most of the

world.

““The use of sport to convey a
diplomatic message or to promote the
identification of the citizen with the state
and its policies is now a regularized and

systematic phenomenon. It is so because:

the political and technological revolu-
tions of the last two centuries have called
for active participation of political ‘spec-
tators’ in most political systems.”’

_Thank you, Mr. Kanin, for the impe-
rialist-eye view: The sports arena can be
and is utilized in the identification of the
citizen with the state, the demonstration
of the temper between states, the integra-
tion of the state’s people with it’s doc-
trines.

Sport isn't the same as politics per se.
Sport is, well, sport! — a part, and an im-
portant part, of life. But sport is /ed by
politics, good or bad, in every society.
(Though, contrary to Kanin, sport activi-
ty.does have political content ‘‘in itself.’")
And these days the politics in command
involve something very specific indeed:
the preparation of today’s ‘‘sportsmcn’’
and “‘spectators’’ for participation in the
kind of activity that gives Bobby Knight
his wet dreams.

If chauvinist reaction, circa 1984,
seems to be a “‘corruption of the Olympic
ideal,”” as some seem to think, then one
can only ask: what is this Olympic ideal?
And one can only answer that the state of
things Olympian in 1984 is perhaps the
foremost embodiment of the Olympic
ideal yet.

gk

One of the favorite ploys of the Olym-
pic high priests is to harken back to the
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mythological days of ancient Greece,
when the warring slavocracies would sup-
posedly interrupt the bloodletting for
some athletic competition. In the Modern
Olympics, it is the athletic competitions
that are interrupted in the event of world
war. The question of which is closer to
the Olympic ideal can be left to the next
Los Angeles Olympic Organizing Com-
mittee (LAOOC) cocktail party. But in
the real world, they do have something in
common. In both cases, the Games have
played an important role in rallying the
minions for the maulings.

Indeed, the initial inspiration for the
Modern Olympics was a war, the Franco-
Prussian War to be exact. Baron Pierre
de Coubertin, credited with being the
prime mover behind the rebirth of the
Games, became interested in sports after
the French bourgeoisie suffered an ig-
nominious defeat at the hands of the
Prussians. The French Nation was shock-
ed, and all the more so after the historic
insurrection of the Paris Commune, itself
brought on by the war. A precursor of
times to come.

Coubertin was sent abroad to study the
sports movements and educational
systems which had arisen in Europe and
America and were playing a significant
role in reinforcing and promoting the na-
tional identity of those powers. Couber-
tin figured that such a movement was just
what the demoralized French needed.

It was hardly coincidental that the leap
to international sports contests (that is,
involving Europe and the U.S. at that
time) occurred with the emergence of im-
perialism and the imperialist world order
at the end of the nineteenth century. In
arguing for the Modern Olympics,
Coubertin declared: ‘‘Let us export our
oarsmen, our runners, our fencers, into
other lands, That is the true free trade of
the future; and the day it is introduced in-
to Europe the cause of peace will have
received a new and strong ally."’

Ah yes, the ‘“‘cause of peace’” —
demagoguery reflective of imperialism’s
peaceful periods of truce between wars
(even as war against oppressed nations
was and is unrelenting). This persists to-
day: LAOOC President Peter Ueberroth,

for instance, will wax lyrical about how
the Games are for the athletes, the
brotherhood of sport, and even peace.
But one Olympic tradition belies the
essence of the matter: the very first Olym-
pics in 1896 saw the raising of the na-
tional flag and the playing of the national
anthem for the victorious athletes. =~ -

Thus, the cause of peace was short-
lived, even for the noble Baron. In 1912,
on the eve of the First World War,
Coubertin delivered an essay entitled
*‘Sport and War.”" In it, he said, “‘Sports
have enhanced all the qualities that are
useful for war: fearlessness, good humor,
readiness for the unexpected, awareness
of how to make an effort that does not
waste needless energy. Today’s young
sportsman clearly feels himself better
prepared than his elders to march off to
the front.”* 1912 was also the year that
Coubertin introduced the Modern Pen-
tathlon into the Olympic Games, an event
designed to simulate the five greatest tests
of a cavalry officer under battle condi-
tions. :

Even before these first prewar Olym-
pics, the Games were the scene of fierce
political jockeying between competing
nations. At the London Games of 1908,
for example, the British organizers failed -
to display the Swedish, Finnish and
American flags in the opening
ceremonies. They claimed it was an over-
sight. The Swedes went home in protest,
but the U.S. decided to turn the incidént
to its own symbolic advantage. As the
U:S. athletes passed the reviewing stand,
the bearer of the stars and stripes leading
the team broke with established custom
andrefused to ‘‘dip the flag’’ before King
Edward VII. Since that time, the U.S. has
been the only power to decline to par-
ticipate in this gesture to the home team’s
nationalism.

The 1908 Games also featured the dis-
qualification of the American winner of
the finals of the 400-meter race. He was
disqualified for having interfered with a
British runner, although the U.S. claimed
that it was the other way around; the of-
ficials were, of course, British. When the
finals were repeated, the other U.S. run-
ners in that event withdrew in protest. In
the 1908 marathon, the first runner into
the stadium after the 26 miles was an
Italian named Dorando Pietri. He col-
lapsed short of the finish line and was
helped across by the British officials. He
ultimately had to be disqualified, thereby
enabling the victory to go to a runner
from the U.S. What made matters even
worse, for the British, was that the victor
was of Irish descent. Therefore, the
British ran up the Italian flag on the vic-
tory stand and the British royal family
presented a special gold cup to the Italian
runner, It has been reported that while
photos of the event showed Pietri being
helped across the line, the painting com-
missioned to immortalize the race makes
it look asif he crossed the line on his own!
To cap off the 1908 exercise in sports
brotherhood, the Americans kidnapped
the British team mascot, a lion, and
paraded the animal in chains through the
streets of New York, touching off a flurry
of British diplomatic protests.

1936 Pre-War Games
The 1936 Olympic Games saw war

‘blocs solidified and preparations for the

coming conflagration moving full-speed
ahead. By that year, total armament ex-
penditures of 62 nations had reached
nearly $11 billion — more than two and a
half times the expenditures of six years
before — and the larger powers were ap-
propriating as much as 70% of their na-
tional budgets to pay off past war debts
and to underwrite their arsenals.* And
their respective plans for the Olympics in
Berlin not only reflected this situation,
but had an important role to play in the

Continued on page 11

* Cited in Raymond Lotta with Frank Shannon,
America in Decline (Chicago: Banner Press, 1984)
p. 205.






Call To Oppose The Pre-War

The Revolutionary Communist Party, USA is calling on people to ex-
pose and protest the 1984 Olympic Games to be held in Los Angeles, as a
hideous part of intensifying preparations for waging a world war.

There is a great discrepancy between the stated purpose of these
Olympics — “the true ideal, in the realm of sports, of the brotherhood of
man” (1st U.S. Olympic representative) — and the Games planned for 1984.
The staging of the Olympics in 1984 in Los Angeles can't help but bring for-
ward the analogy to another Olympiad from the world’s past. An Olympics
where the imperialist nations in the name of “brotherhood” went all out,
not only for the gold, but the propaganda, to boost their “civilized” images
and to whip up their respective nation’s patriotic fervor. This of course was
the 1936 Berlin Olympics. “Games” which were nothing but an ominous
precursor and even an essential part of the barbarous collision course
these nations were already set on — World War 2. The monstrous crimes
commitied from Dachau to Hiroshima in that imperialist bloodfeast actual-
ly pale in comparison to the magnitude of those concretely being prepared
for in Washington, D.C. and Moscow today.

Around these 1984 Olympics there will be an attempt to unleash an
orgy of patriotism for “our team.” Athletes will be transformed into the
quintessence of nations, the events and the Olympics themselves into very
concrete symbois of the jockeying for global dominance and the prepara-
Ltion for global confrontation going on today. The selection of Ugly-
American Bobby Knight to coach the U.S. basketball team is a perfect ex-
ample. Just as the MX missile has been dubbed the “peacekeeper,” Knight
is a fitting example of what the imperialists do mean by “brotherhood.”
And as Don Miller, head of the U.S. Olympic Committee, so bluntly put it, “It
would be tragic if the Eastern bloc countries were highly successful on our
soil and dominated the Games.” Already the deluge has begun about how
the '84 Games are an important opportunity to demonstrate to the rest of
the world the superiority of the American Way and the invincibility of the
free enterprise system.

Widespread publicity has been given to the FBI and the local police’s
bolstering of security for the Games. $50 million has been allocated by the
Pentagon for the possible deployment of troops and procurement of the
latest technological advances in surveillance and intimidation.

This is nothing less than a blatant attempt to chill and suppress
political protest by those who dare to oppose what the Games represent. It
is also aimed at terrorizing and suppressing the people of the barrios and
ghettos of Los Angeles, especially the youth whose mood and conditions
belie the myth of America as the land of freedom and opportunity. To pull
off this spectacle the imperialist image-makers must project a picture of
America 100% behind its home team and so great pains must be taken to
ensure that the undesirable local population doesn’t spoil the show.

While we are sure that the LAPD, et al., will act in their normal profes-
sional manner, we will not, nor will others, be cowed by this beefed-up
state apparatus. It is just one more indication of what is at stake in the pre-
World War 3 Olympiad.

To be perfectly clear to the terrorist-baiters of the police and the
media, the target of these protests is not the Olympic athletes or any in-
dividuals linked with the Games. This is a call to politically oppose what
the 1984 Games represent.
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Games

To the journalists, disc jockeys, educators, and public opinion creators
of all kinds: we urge you to use your medium to expose the imperialists’
utilization of the Olympics as ideological peparation for war and to open
the airwaves, classrooms, the printed page and L.A.’s endless surfaces to
the views of the opposition and those censored by ABC.

To the youth who have been systematically removed from L.A.’s
showcases and terrorized in the neighborhoods and who have some
disparaging words of their own, to be expressed in their own style, for this

This is a call:

To the athletes who will be competing in L.A., especially from the so-

called great powers: We urge you to find the ways to reject being unwitting

pawns for imperialist propaganda purposes and to use the opportunity of
the Games to genuinely break down national and language barriers and

especially seek out and fraternize with those who are supposed to embody

your own country’s enemies.

Continued from page 9
preparations as well.

For Germany, the *36 Olympics was a
gold-medal opportunity to foster its pres-

1908— Dorando Pietri assisted by
British officials, crosses the finish
line.

tige in the international arena and, at the
same time, to hammer together the na-
tional unity that would be so needed in
the coming years. The award of the 1936

imperialist extravaganza.

And to all those sickened by jingoist appeals and all those opposed to
imperialist plunder and the monstrous preparations taking place on every
level for World War. . . .: The RCP is calling on you to find the ways and to
utilize them, to politically challenge the 1984 Olympic farce and to create
through talented, diverse, and many-faceted opposition a festive counter-
spirit of fraternization and internationalism. ]

Games to Berlin had originally been
made before the Nazi Party came to
power; and at first it was thought that the
new regime would demand that they be
moved. Nazi youth considered it an insult
to compete against ‘‘non-Aryans’’ and
there were chapters on 18 German cam-
puses of the ‘Fighting Organization
Against the Olympic Games.’’ But prop-
aganda minister Goebbels had a more far-
sighted appreciation of the value of
hosting such an international event and of
equating the Olympic ideal with twentieth-
century German national chauvinism.
Excavation teams were sent to Greece
to poke among the ancient ruins. Art ex-
hibitions featuring works from Ancient
Greece side by side with photos of
modern German athletes were promoted.
The Olympic Torch Run was invented,

- carrying a flame from its historic home in

Olympia through the countryside of
Eastern Europe and around Germany to
the opening of the games; together with
diesel-truck caravans that fanned out
throughout the German heartland, the
Torch Run was instrumental in spreading
Olympic fever — 1936 version — all over
Germany, especially to the youth.
Closed-circuit TV was introduced for the
first time to extend the spectacle beyond
those who could be packed into the
stadium. There was a now-famous
documentary film of the event, made by
Leni Riefenstahl, which was distributed
in several languages. To top off the

puffed-up pomp, the signal to begin the:

Games was stuck on a ten-foot high bell,
cast with 16.5 tons of molten steel, em-
bossed with an outstretched eagle, and in-
scribed with the Olympic motto, Citius,
Altius, Fortius (Swifter, Higher,
Stronger) and the words, *‘I summon the
youth of the world’’ in German.

But for the German bourgeoisie, the
piéce de résistance was the final score.
While the Germans had developed their
own scoring mechanism to give their
team a better shot, even by the American
scoring method the Germans got 628-3/4
points to the U.S.’s 451-1/3 — an upset
of major proportions. It was a result far
beyond the most optimistic expectations
of the loyal burghers. The leading Ger-
man propaganda sheet declared, ‘‘We
can scarcely contain ourselves, for it is
truly difficult to endure so much
joy. . .every German may be said to have
reeled with happiness!"’

All this nasty Nazi stuff caused this
year’s® Official Olympic Guide to Los
Angeles to write: “‘If anything was ‘won’
in 1936, it was the confirmation that
Olympic idealism could survive myopic
nationalism.”’ Of course, there was no
myopic nationalism in the use of Jesse
Owens’ and the other Black track and
field athletes’ victories to demonstrate
that Aryan supremacy was superseded by
American supremacy — oh no! The crea-
tion of a thousand myths of Owens “‘fac-
ing down’’ Hitler, and forcing ‘‘der
fithrer to retreat’ and *‘striking a blow

Continued on page 12
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barrassment to the image of a ‘‘pro-
gressive, developing Mexico'’ which the
Games had been intended to enhance.
Days before the opening ceremonies, the
Mexican military opened fire on a
demonstration of 2500 students, killing
over 350. One observer reported that cor-
pses were picked up in fish nets and flown
out over the ocean for fear that further
protests would be sparked off by the
funerals. Luis Echeverria, the man in
charge of the massacre, was rewarded
with the Presidency of Mexico shortly
afterward.

Against this international backdrop
the actions of two Black athletes from the
U.S. — Tommie Smith-and John Carlos
— electrified the world. Having just
finished first and third, respectively, in the
200-meter run, they stood on the victory
platform and, while the Star-Spangled
Banner was playing and the stars and
stripes were being hoisted, raised their
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black-gloved fists in the Black Power
salute while casting their eyes downward
— a powerful demonstration of support
for the struggle of Black people in the U.S.
and, given the tenor of the times, for the
struggles of the oppressed everywhere.

., Within 30 hours they were suspended
and sent home, but the impact was im-
possible to erase. Support from other
U.S. athletes had been strong. Of twenty
U.S. team members polled, white and
Black, 13 had been in support, five op-
posed, one undecided, and one with no
opinion. Meetings of the athletes, Black
and white, were held to discuss how to
support Smith and Carlos and how to
register further protest at the Games. (It
was at one such meeting that Jesse Owens
offered. his second tour of Olympic ser-
vice, arguing for accomodation to the
USOC’s demands that all athletes
“‘respect the Olympic tradition.’’)
Tremendous pressure was brought to

bear on the athletes to get them to go

along with the program: two team
members on leave from the army were
called by their commanding officers; a
number of others got the word from
ROTC units, athletic departments and
employers; worst of all, the International
Amateur Athletics Federation (IAAF),
which governs international track and
field competition, threatened to bar
athletes from all future competition.
Still, several other Black athletes found
ways of demonstrating on the victory
stand, athletes from Australia and West
Germany also joined in, and a number of
white athletes from the U.S. expressed
their solidarity and said they would have
been willing to walk out of the Games to
protest the suspension of Smith and
Carlos if such a protest had been organiz-
ed.

Smith and Carlos were banned from
Olympic-sanctioned sports competition
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for life, and they both found it.extremely
difficult to get hired anywhere in the U.S.
(Much of the vituperation directed at
Smith and Carlos took the form of mock
shock that a participating athlete would
engage in a political demonstration at the
Olympics. Somehow, George Foreman’s
action after winning boxing’s
heavyweight gold medal — parading
around the ring waving a mini-American
flag — was not considered in this
category; in fact, Foreman was a real
American hero of the Games and was
praised for opposing the *‘introduction’’
of politics into the Olympics.) But the
more the powers came down on them, the
more it reflected the weight of the blow
that had been dealt the imperialist world.
One very telling measure of that blow is
that the U.S. has never been able to gloat
about the overwhelming medal sweeps
“its’* athletes registered in the 1968

Continued on page 14
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