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Ronald Reagan began his Wednesday
night press conference by announcing
that he was sending Vice-President Bush
to the 40-nation disarmament conference
in Geneva to propose a bold new interna-
tional agreement to outlaw the produc-
tion, possession, and use of chemical
weapons. Key to the bold initiative is the
proviso that, as Reagan put it, ““We must
be able to deter a chemical attack against
us or our allies and without a modern and
credible deterrent...’’, without this,
‘“‘the prospects for achieving a com-
prehensive ban would be nil.”’

Shades of the more generalized Peace
Wars, but with the particular twist that
e T the announcement came after two weeks

e s - of unprecendented exposure of U.S. and
other Great Power invoivement in the
manufacture, testing and use of deadly

: nerve gas in the Iran-Iraq war.

L5 T . The president stressed the need for
complete verification, which, given the
method of manufacture (see below),
would require U.S. agents in hundreds of
Soviet chemical plants. Since the Soviets
obviously won'’t accept this, and since the

U.S. won't either, the new treaty is

already stillborn.

But the manufacture and use of nerve
gas and other chemical warfare agents is
not. More to the point in Reagan’s press
conference were his closing words:
““Maybe General MacArthur was right.
There’s no substitute for victory.”’

The U.S. interests in a chemical war-
fare treaty is newfound indeed. The
original international treaty prohibiting
chemical warfare was signed in Geneva in
1925 — but not by the U.S. The U.S., in
fact, didn’t get around to signing the trea-
ty until 1975, and then only amidst the
political atmosphere following U.S.
defeat in Vietnam and turmoil at home.

The current rush to flamboyant new
‘‘peace moves,’’ however, comes on the
heels of several weeks of revealing ex-
posures and counter-exposures between
the various imperialist powers over stock
charges of Soviet ‘‘Yellow Rain’
chemical warfare, and their own involve-
ment in nerve gas warfare in the Persian
Gulf. Scrambling about, trying to throw
the blame elsewhere, it began to look like
the famous Abbott and Costello routine
“Who’s On First?"’

Several weeks ago a report from a well-
known Harvard chemist and chemical
warfare expert, Matthew F. Meselson,
revealed that U.S. charges of ‘‘Yellow
Rain’’ chemical warfare by the Soviet
Union in Laos were, well, just so much

Continued on page 12
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Protest Mounts In Wake
of Turkish Prison Hunger Strikes

Last month, the Revolutionary
Worker carried an initial report on a
hunger strike that had broken out in the
Diyarbakir Prison in the eastern, Kurdish
portion of Turkey (R W No. 247). At least
eleven people were reported to have died
after 45 days of a strike starting January
14.‘Among them were five members and
supporters of the Communist Party of
Turkey/Marxist-Leninist (TKP/ML).

Thanks to the formation of a solidarity
committee in Europe, new information is
breaking through the systematic news
blackout imposed by the junta. The com-
mittee reports that a second hunger strike
broke out in the Mamak Prison in
Ankara and that the confrontation con-
tinues to intensify, with authorities
wielding all the brutal means at their
disposal.

According to one report the protest in-
itially started over the refusal of inmates
to wear prison uniforms. On February
24, a wave of torture was unleashed to
break them. In response, a hunger strike
was called two days later — which still
continues — during which the 1,200 in-
mates of Mamak are being subjected to
beatings day and night. Mock executions
have been staged to terrorize them; elec-
troshocks have been applied; and there is
a pointed refusal to administer any
medical attention at all to the severely
wounded. In fact, German shepherd at-
tack dogs were released into the cells of
hunger-strikers, severely wounding many
of them.

March 1, lawyers were allowed to meet
some prisoners for the first time, for only
five minutes. One reported, ‘““Some of the
men had to be dragged across the prison
floor to meet with us; they could no
longer walk.”’

Meanwhile in Diyarbakir, at the other
end of the country, guards opened fire
directly on the inmates, and (as far as can
be confirmed) murdered eight prisoners.

At this point, at least 14 revolutionaries
have died in the two prisons, either from
the hunger strike or from murder, and 40
are in critical condition, including some
in comas.

At the same time it has proven impossi-
ble to get any reliable information from
the military prisons in Istanbul, in the
northwest. For eight months all contact
between the prisoners and the outside
world has been severed. Neither family
members nor lawyers have had any op-
portunity to speak with them. It is not
known whether similar struggle has
broken out there, or who has been tor-
tured to death within the walls.

Last summer, a wave of similar pro-
tests broke out in the prisons of the
Turkish military regime which, by
August 2, had been savagely crushed with
hundreds of casualties. Since then the

regime further intensified its efforts to
break the resistance of the revolutionaries
in its clutches. This, after all, was the very
political necessity which had originally
brought the junta to power in 1980. At
that time, rocked by three years of
revolutionary upsurge, the military seized
power to purge the nation, to strike terror
deep into the heart of the oppressed (in-
cluding the workers in the cities, restive
peasants and the oppressed Kurdish peo-
ple), and specifically to crush a whole new
generation of revolutionaries that had
been forged in those years of intense
political struggle. The continuation of
resistance, right into the torture
chambers of the regime, has underscored
the impossibility of wiping out the revolu-
tionary movement. In the wake of last
summer, the authorities lashed out with
renewed determination.

Prisoners were denied any means of
legal defense — many were refused trials,
lawyers, and were even forbidden paper,
writing implements and books.
Systematic torture has continued, and
has been applied to the political prisoners
generally, using starvation diets without
vegetables or meat, and repeated strip
searches in which prisoners were raped by
implements inserted into their bodies.

A particular focus has been to strike
any overt signs of continued political op-
position. Prisoners refusing to par-
ticipate in ‘‘Ataturkism’’ indoctrination
sessions, or refusing to sing chauvinist
military anthems have been thrown into
tiny, pitch-dark isolation cells for weeks
or months. The many who have refused
to wear prison uniforms have had their
own street clothes stolen, and were forced
to spend this past winter dressed only in
underwear or pajamas in barely heated
cells. Those contracting tuberculosis and
other diseases in these conditions have
been denied medical care. In fact, after
denying warm washing water to the
prisoners in the aftermath of last sum-
mer’s hunger strikes, the authorities have
now increasingly denied wash water
altogether as punishment.

In short, the present outbreak of strug-
gle in Turkish dungeons goes straight into
the face of months of assault in which the
state has used every brutal means to
break the bones of resistance. Not
only have they failed to subdue those
already in their prison cells, but the
resistance has increasingly found echoes
outside, even breaking out in the streets.

Friday, March 9, dozens of wives and
mothers of political prisoners gathered
outside the Mamak Prison as usual to
deliver packages of food and to pick up
laundry. This time, however, the soldiers
who met them threw clothing down at
their feet that had been torn during the
beatings and was smeared with blood.
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Three-hundred women took to the
streets, marching through the capital city
of Ankara from one government-party
headquarters to another chanting ‘‘Let
our children live!’’ They confronted the
newly legal civilian politicians demanding
to know when confinements, torture and
executions would stop. According to one
report, professions of sympathy were us-
ed by these party leaders to back up their
call for patience: ‘““You are right,”’ they
told the mothers, ‘‘but we can do

_nothing. Calm must prevail so that we

can reach that point when martial and
emergency laws can’ be lifted, a point
which hopefully will soon come.’’ Faced
with the intensity of the assault going on
within the prison, this counsel appears to
have had little effect. The demonstrations

letters and petitions of protest to both
European and Turkish authorities and
for support letters to be sent to the
prisoners; and plans have been made for
a “‘long march”’ to Strasbourg, France —
where on May 6 the European Parliament
will be meeting to discuss whether to
allow Turkey to remain in the symbolic
European Council. Marchers will leave
Duisburg in the West German industrial
heartland on April 15, and will meet with
a sister march from Paris. On the day of
the parliamentary debate, a public
tribunal is planned which will put the
Turkish junta on trial, and several well-
known European political figures have
been invited to attend, including Lady
Fleming, an EC member from Greece
and De Jardin of Belgium. Yilmaz

continued through the city. Some women
reportedly carried gasoline with them in
order to commit public suicide in protest,
but were prevented from doing so by
others in the demonstration.

In Western Europe, which isnow home
to millions of immigrant workers from
Turkey, a new campaign has been called
for to publicize the conditions of the
prisoners and to mobilize world opinion
in the struggle to save their lives. One in-
itial result of these efforts has been a
coalition of diverse political -forces that
have come together in the “‘Committee of
Solidarity with the Political Prisoners in
Turkey.”” The committee has called for

Photo reprinted from Micadele.

Giiney, the filmmaker and creator of
‘“Yol,”” has already announced that he
will join both the long march from Paris
and the tribunal,

On March 23, seven members of the
West German Green Party staged an il-
legal demonstration in Ankara protesting
the conditions in Turkish prisons and de-
nouncing the close'support the West Ger-
man government has given the junta;
their banners openly supported the
hunger strikes of Turkish and Kurdish
political prisoners.

In several ways, the whole question of
Turkey places the Western European im-

Continued on page 12
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Greenham Common Women :

Removed, W
But Not Repentant. .. And At It
Again!

dancing women.

The plan was no secret. But what really
went down is supposed to remain one.
Months ago the British authorities had
widely announced that on Monday, April
2, construction would begin to ‘‘widen
the road’”’ at the main gate of the
Greenham Common Air Force Base
where U.S. cruise and Pershing II missiles
are stored. The intent behind this road-
widening effort fooled no one, for the
main gate is the site of the Greenham
Women’s Peace Encampment begun two
and a half years ago which has inspired
the setting up of similar camps
throughout the world.

A woman from Greenham now in the
U.S. told us, ‘“The only reason, as faras 1
know, that they’re widening theroad is to
get rid of the camp.’’ And according to
press accounts here, from film footage on
Good Morning, America to the New
York Times, which led off a photo cap-

tion on April 5 with ‘‘British peace camp

torn down,’” one is supposed to conclude
that the Women’s Peace Camp has once
and for all been ousted.

They wish it were so! Within one hour
of a major, early morning police assault
at the main gate, the Greenham women
had regrouped and established two new
sites and by dusk women were back at
every gate — except the main one, which
by all accounts has been turned into a
barbed wire, police camp just to keep the
women away.

Police attempt to dislodge a woman from atop a truck while they a

A

re surrounded in turn by

Clumsy Legalisms

In a clumsy attempt to legitimize the
road-widening stunt (as in ‘‘Peace Camp
eviction’’) the British authorities went
through a painstaking legal determina-
tion over exactly who owns what land
around the base. Nothing like the rights
of private property to polish a political
assault. That decided, a writ of posses-
sion was obtained by the Department of
Transport. The eviction was slated for
Monday, 8 a.m. But over the weekend
more and more women kept arriving at
the base. By Monday morning there were
4-500 women on hand. The police arrived
in force, the sheriff’s deputies and baliffs
turned up, eviction orders in hand, sur-
mised the situation and, in a word, book-
ed. The following day, Tuesday, the evic-
tion order was again not carried out. And
in an act of continued defiance, women
on Tuesday blockaded one of the gates
with ten women arrested.

It wasn’t until 7 a.m. Wednesday mor-
ning that the authorities made any
moves, having waited until there were less
women at the base and clearly hoping to
catch the women off guard. Accordingto
reports from London, 400 cops descend-
ed on the women at the main gate and
ordered them to pack up their things and
clear out. So distraught were the women
at losing their worldly possessions that
they set their own tents and things on fire!

Other women had prepared by pouring

wet paint on their belongings and then
watched as the police had to pick it all up.
So secure were the police in their efforts
to dislodge the women that as soon as
they were able to move the women away
from the main gate, a barbed wire fence

was hurriedly erected and ringed with
cops. One woman mounted a police van
with the cops trying to pull her off; the
cops, in turn, were surrounded by more
women. :

Within an hour women had set up two
new sites. As word of the main gate evic-
tion spread, more women arrived at the
base. And in an attempt to stop even
more women and others from getting to
the base, the authorities sealed off a main
access road and broadcast on the radio
that the roadway was impassable due to
‘‘an accident.”’

Drills

In addition to the assault at the-main
gate, the police moved on to clear out
women from the seven other entrances to
the base. And in all, 31 women were ar-
rested. These clearing-out actions have
intensified particularly over the Ilast
month, especially at Blue Gate, where
convoys of missile launchers exit. During
the very first drill of the missile launchers,
staged on March 8, International
Women’s Day, 100 police surrounded
women camped out at the gate in the mid-
dle of the night in order to get the convoy
out without trouble (see RW No. 247).
But on the recent and second drill the
convoy’s whereabouts in the countryside
were tracked by people and reported in
the British press. When the convoy
returned to the base it was met by a
blockade of women who forced it to a
halt.

Clearly the continued presence of the
women at the base poses serious pro-
blems for the imperialists and their war
moves, problems which they have sought
to deal with by evicting the women and,
in a bid to demoralize them and others
worldwide, then getting on the global air-
waves to report a rousing success. Fur-
ther, we have learned that ABC and CBS
film crews were at the base on Monday
morning when the authorities retreated in
the face of several hundred determined
women, The film crews told women there
that none of this would get aired because
“‘nothing had happened.”’

By the time the sun was beginning to set
Wednesday at Greenham, seven gates to
the base were re-occupied by women and
more have continued to arrive. Some
women reportedly have been sleeping out
in the open in heavy-duty sleeping bags
with plastic sheets overhead. When a
group of local right-wingers on Tuesday
chartered a small plane to fly over the En-
campment trailing a banner reading
“‘Ratepayers (taxpayers — RW) Say:
Good Riddance, Girls’’ women respond-
ed with placards that read ““Yes We Will
Be Removed — Repeatedly.”’ O
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Over the last couple of months a
number of dramatic and equally
disgusting events have once again thrust
southern Africa into the middle of the in-
ternational spotlight. On March 16th, the
FRELIMO government of Mozambique,
led by Samora Machel, met with South
African Prime Minister P.W. Botha in a
white railroad car straddling the Mozam-
bique/South Africa border to sign an ac-
cord of “‘good neighborliness and nonag-
gression."”’

The Nkomati Accord, named for the

town it was signed in, stipulates that

Mozambique will clamp down on the
military activities of the pro-Soviet

African National Congress (ANC) car-

ried out against South Africa from inside
Mozambique and will not allow the ANC
to use Mozambique’s territory as a transit
point for infiltrating ANC members into
South Africa. In return, the apartheid
regime of South Africa has promised to
officially end its support of the Mozam-
bican National Resistance (MNR). (The
MNR —.,‘mti-F RELIMO guerrillas inside
Mozambique — was first formed in 1976
by the intelligence service of Ian Smith in
Rhodesia to disrupt the rear base areas of
the Zimbabwe African National Union
(ZANU) in Mozambique and was later
adopted by the apartheid regime after
Mugabe came into power in Zimbabwe).

in addition, South Africa has also pro- -

mised to step up its economic ““aid”’ to
and involvement in the Mozambican
economy. These economic measures in-
clude increased South African tourism in
Mozambique, a new deal around the
Cabora Bossa Dam and the supply of
electricity to Mozambique, and the
- revamping of Mozambique’s main ports
in order to handle increased amounts of
South African exports.

One month prior to this agreement the
MPLA in Angola (the pro-Soviet party
holding state power in Angola) entered
into a ceasefire with South African troops
in southern Angola — South African
troops have occupied large portions of
southern Angola, nearly one-third of the
country, since the summer of 1981. While
there is no officially written out agree-
ment between South Africa and Angola
— the document used as the basis for the
‘treaty is a memo prepared by U.S. Assis-
tant Secretary of State, Chester Crocker
— the terms of the ceasefire call for the
MPLA to clamp down on the activities of
the South West African People’s
Organization (SWAPO — a Namibian
guerrilla organization strongly influenc-
ed by the Soviet social-imperialists and
long based in parts of southern Angola)
in exchange for the eventual and very
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Samora Machel and P.W. Botha conclude their deal

gradual withdrawal of the South African
troops from Angolan territory.

Both of these agreements have given
rise to a number of very ugly
developments in the region. Ironically,
both Mozambique and Angola have long
attempted to present themselves as the
vanguard of the ‘‘anti-apartheid move-
ment’’ in Africa and wereinthe forefront
of the more than two-year-old Soviet-
sponsored campaign internationally to
promote support for the ANC and
SWAPO as the “‘sole, legitimate libera-
tion organizations'’ in South Africa’and
Namibia, respectively. Today, as a result
of the agreements, both countries are in
the embarrassing position of doing an
about-face on the issues and making a
public demonstration of curtailing the ac-
tivities of these two organizations. For its
part, Mozambigue has demonstrated its
seriousness about the Nkomati Accord
by raiding the homes of 12 ANC
members in Maputo, the capital of
Mozambique, on March 25 in a ‘‘search
for weapons’’ and briefly detaining four
ANC members for “‘questioning.’’ And,
although Mozambique has continued to
declare its ‘‘diplomatic, moral and
political support” for the ANC and did
reject South Africa’s initial demand for
the complete expulsion of all ANC per-
sonnel from Mozambique (FRELIMO
has announced that the ANC will be
allowed to maintain a political office in-
side Mozambique), there have been a
number of reports in the African press
that FRELIMO did consent to the expul-
sion of Joe Slovo, a member of the South
African Communist Party and military
leader of the ANC, from the country. It
has also been reported that in order to en-
force the terms of the Accord, Mozambi-
que and South Africa have formed a joint
security commission.

Politically, Mozambique has been
quite humiliated. Once known as the
staunchest supporter of the ANC and the
““most militant foe of apartheid,”
Mozambique now has the dubious honor
of being the first African-run country of
major significance to openly sign a non-
aggression pact with the South African
regime. (Since the Nkomati Accord was
signed it has been revealed that South
Africa had secretly negotiated a similar
pact with the kingdom of Swaziland a few
years ago. And, prior to the Nkomati Ac-
cord the only known similar agreements
that South Africa had been a party to
were those signed between itself and the
various bantustans inside the country.)
And complementing all of this, high-level
Mozambican officials have recently
begun to float out the idea that their sign-

ing the agreement wasn’t really all that
bad since, according to them, the struggle
in South Africa isn’t really a ‘‘national
liberation struggle’” but merely one
against the apartheid regime and for
‘“civil rights.”’

Mozambique’s political humiliation
was further enhanced when it also
became obvious that signing the Nkomati
Accord was enabling all sorts of worms to
come out of the woodwork and lay claim
to being staunch foes of South African
apartheid. Almost immediately, Kenneth
Kuanda of Zambia, once reviled
throughout Africa for having been the
first ““frontline president” to meet with
the South Africans, suddenly emerged in
the wake of the Nkomati Accord as the
‘‘peacemaker who was ahead of his
time.” Kuwanda immediately issued a
call for all of the ‘‘frontline presidents’’
to sit down and meet with South Africa in
the near future. Ironically, Mozambique
and Angola’s agreements with South
Africa would seem to have effectively put

to rest the notion of ““frontline states’’ as
a solid bloc united in opposition to South
Africa. (The point around Kuwanda was
even driven home during the signing
ceremonies themselves since the railroad
car in which Mozambique signed the Ac-
cord was the very same railroad car in
which Kuwanda carried out his infamous
meeting with former South African
Prime Minister Vorster.; But the most
ridiculous newly minted foe of apartheid
to emerge ‘in the aftermath of the
Nkomati Accord turns out to be none
other than Mobutu of Zaire. The spec-
tacle of Mobutu — a man who has
become notorious for his alliances with
the U.S., Israel and South Africa —
warning Mozambique, Angola and other
African countries against selling out the
struggle of the Azanian,people is almost
too ludicrous to imagine. The Organiza-
tion of African Unity (OAU), headed by
Mengistu of Ethiopia, rejected a resolu-
tion fully supporting the accord; but settl-
ed on a statement expressing sympathy
and understanding for the situation of
Mozambique and Angola.

At the same time, the MPLA in Angola
has wallowed in similar sewage. In order
to enforce their informal agreement with
South Africa the MPLA has formed a

° joint military commission with South

Africa consisting of 600 soldiers — 300
from each country. The purpose of this
commission is to prevent SWAPO guer-
rillas from infiltrating across the Angolan
border into Namibia. And, although
MPLA and SWAPO officials deny it,
there have been a number of reports in
the Western press about joint military ac-
tions undertaken by the commission
against SWAPO guerrillas over the last
couple of weeks.

Switcheroo?

These developments have shocked
many throughout the world who labor
under severe illusions about the
““realism’’ of “‘tactical alliances’’ with the
Soviet social-imperialists. And a number
of arguments and apologies have been
advanced to excuse and justify the actions
taken by both Angola and Mozambique.
Some have entertained the notion that at
least Mozambique may be bolting the
Soviet bloc and hooking up with the U.S.
imperialists. Here it should be pointed
out that this particular argument has less
and less credibility as time goes on. The
response from the Soviet social-imperia-
lists has been relatively mild as compared
to what one would expect if such a bloc-
switching had taken place. There have
been no clear denunciations from any
pro-Soviet forces. Even the ANC — the
party most seriously affected by the
Nkomati Accord — has been lenient, to
put it mildly, in its criticism of Mozam-
bique. For the most part the ANC has
called for support and understanding for
Mozambique and the crisis situation it is -
facing — interestingly enough, the ANC '

Continued on page 10
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Greeting The Revolutionary
Internationalist Movement

The following letters and messages
were received by the RW following
publication in RW No. 247 of the Com-
muniqué of the Second International
Conference of Marxist-Leninist Parties
and Organisations which announced the
Sformatron of the Revolutionary Interna-
tionalist Movement and important deci-
sions and resolutions of the Second Con-
Sference, including the forthcoming
publication of the Declaration of the
Revolutionary Internationalist Move-
ment on May Ist, 1984 in 22 languages
and the international slogans for May ist.
Further correspondence greeting the for-
mation of the Revolutionary Interna-
tionalist Movement can be sent via the
RW, Box 3486, Merchandise Mart,
Chicago, Il. 60654.

Dear RW:

As a sympathetic observer and reader of
your organization and paper, 1 am both
pleased and alarmed by the formal an-
nouncement of the formation of the Revo-
lutionary Internationalist Movement.

Solidarity is doubtless an important
prerequisite for effective revolutionary
practice, and the locking of so many
hands across so many national and
cultural borders bodes well for the future.
International support, both economical
and political, of regional struggles will
enhance the sense of ‘‘belonging” of
revolutionary combatants; for example,
the Afghans’ war will no longer, in fact,
be solely their war — instead, it will be
one of the wars of the Movement.

But let us not throw caution to the
wind. It is of the utmost importance that
the problems associated with the height-
ened visibility of the new Movement be
scrutinized and dealt with. I refer, of

course, to the Movement’s visibility to
state powers. This is hardly a trivial con-
cern. The inescapable dilemma is that the
more cohesive, more centralized, revolu-
tionary units become, the greater their
vulnerability to infiltration, disruption,
sabotage, etc. The enthusiasm generated
by the formation of the new Movement
must be tempered with an even greater
vigilance on the part of revolutionaries.

Sincerely,
A Black Professor in Ohio

To the Revolutionary Internationalist
Movement:

Let the bourgeoisie rage about the in-
ternational communist movement. . . .

The founding of the Revolutionary
Internationalist Movement is a very
heavy thing because this movement
adopts Mao Tsetung’s Cultural Revolu-
tion theory of classes and class struggle
under socialism, and the Leninist thesis
of worldwide determinants of revolu-
tionary possibilities in any country.

Let them laugh about the cry ‘“Work-
ers of the World, Unite,”’ 101 years after
Marx's death, with Mao’s ‘‘great
upholders’® now cozying up to im-
perialism and ‘feudalism, and with the
‘“‘continuators of Lenin’’ invading coun-
tries, staging coups and subverting libera-
tion movements, just like their archrivals
in the West.

Any of the horrors that they can heap
upon the forward attempts of a world
proletariat learning to walk oniits ownisa
thousand times surpassed by the horrors
of the status quo, not to mention the hor-
ror of nuclear war for which imperialism
is responsible. Imperialism wages wars of
plunder in so-called peacetime. World

markets and the very conscious policies
of finance capital have distorted and
wrecked whole national economies,
uprooted whole peoples from their land
and urbanized, ghettoized and interned
them in strategic hamlets. Committed

crimes that we in the advanced countries

don’t even hear about. Created such
depths of oppression that infant mortality
rates among oppressed sections of people
even in the U.S. metropolises and native
reservations now approach levels in Cen-
tral America from which many have been
driven. In so.many ways capitalism
creates its own gravediggers.

Let them attack our answers to vexing
societal and scientific problems as

simplistic and hopelessly doctrinaire.

Marxist dialectics penetrates and reveals
all natural states and natural history from
the most fundamental quarks to the Big
Bang and posits a unity of infinity and
finiteness beyond and in between. The
achievements of the October Revolution
and the Cultural Revolution over a span
of 50 years and the consequent blossom-
ing of an enriched revolutionary theory
and practice on the planet demonstrates
the power of Marxism-Leninism, Mao
Tsetung Thought to change the world.
When the theory is combined with the
daring and determination of the Palesti-
nian people for one — through the work
of a genuine communist party and the
work of an International, then surely no
force can stop them. We must decide to
do our share of work so that in the next
round it will blossom even more.

If the bourgeoisie attempts to smear
the Revolutionary Internationalist Move-
ment with its ‘““web of terrorism”’ lies,
fine. I will support any and all efforts by
this movement to give material aid and

exct.\angle opinions with all fighters
against imperialism, whether in prison or
on, the battlefield,

A proletarian internationalist
: in the U.S.
Buffalo, New York

To the proletariat and oppressed peoples
of the world: ]

Greetings, [ want to say that I welcome
the formation of the Revolutionary IN-
TERNATIONALIST Movement! Itisan
important thing for us to understand. It’s
easy to say you're internationalist, but
many don’t know what this means. It
means breaking with all tradition; doing
away with borderlines; further breaking
with the view of ‘‘my country.’’ Looking
into the future, I think internationalism
will take different forms as we seize more
and more territory and as we move closer
to communism and breaking down
borders. For instance, are we going to
have a bunch of separate communisms,
or ONE WORLD COMMUNISM? Any-
one who wants to free themselves from
imperialism must understand this. When
we're talking about internationalism,
we’re talking about communism. When
we're talking about communism, we’re
talking about uprooting and burying im-
perialism. That’s why we need a new
communist international to lead us in do-
ing that.

The Revolutionary Internationalist
Movement is building off of the ex-
perience and lessons of the First, Second
and Third Internationals, but we also
need to understand the mistakes to forge
-a new international that will last and stay
revolutionary especially now, in the face
of world war.

Continued on page 15
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America in

An Analysis
of the Developments

Decii
Toward War and Revolution, e C Llne

in the U.S. and Worldwide, in the 1980s.
3
Raymond Lotta with Frank Shannon Vo s l

4 his is a provocative reinterpretation of Marx and Lenin from a viewpoint
opposed to capitalism and imperialism and also opposed to what it calls the
‘social-imperialism’ of the Soviet Union. It is therefore worth reading as an unusual
point of view, rigorously presented. 23
- — Howard Zinn
Professor of Political Science, Boston University
Author of A People’s History of the United States

€6 From a theoretical perspective, the chief significance of this book is the way

it develops Marxist political economy in the light of Lenin’s analysis of im-
perialism. It argues that the laws of capitalist accumulation now operate at the level
of the world as a whole, including both East and West. The problems of individual
countries must therefore be seen in the context of the world system. This is an im-
portant argument and it is developed here not only with scholarly care but also with
an eye to the guidance it provides for political action.

— Edward Nell

Professor of Economics, Graduate Faculty at the New School for Social Research
Author of Growth, Profits and Property

66 Rayrnond Lotta’s America in Decline is unique in that it is thoroughly contem-

porary and readable, yet grounded in the Marxist-Leninist tradition. The
chapter on U.S. imperialism between the two world wars is the best analysis written
on the subject. | am eagerly looking forward to the forthcoming volumes. 99

— John Rowntree
Visiting Professor of Economics
University of California, Davis

Ask at your local bookstore or order from:
Banner Press, P.0. Box 6469F, Chicago IL 60680

AMERICA IN DECLINE is a muttvolume study of the origins and implica-
tions of the contemporary crisis of world capitalism. Volume 1 contains three in-
troductory studies. The first chapter lays the theoretical foundation for the work as a
whole and sets forth its principal theses. It presents a unique view of the relationship
between the class struggle and the anarchic drive of capital; it conceptualizes the in-
ternational determinants of advanced capitalism and the modus operandi of finance
capital; it examines the structures of and the interactions between the imperialist
and dependent countries; and it analyzes the necessary means through which
capitalism reorganizes itself. The second chapter surveys the rise and ascendance of
U.S. imperialism, emphasizing those factors which would play a crucial part in the
bolstering and unraveling of its international position in the years after-1945. Set
against the canvas of the first two world wars, this is a fascinating documentation of
the depredations and intrigues of modern empire. The third chapier subjects the
received tradition of Comintern crisis theory to blistering criticism. It argues that the
Comintern theorists departed from both Marxism and Leninism in their formulation of
a “general crisis” and that this view effectively blocked any real enrichment of Marx-
ist economic theory.

HAYMOND LOTTA has written extensively on international relations, the
current world crisis, and problems of the socialist transition period. He edited and
wrote the introductory essay to And Mao Makes 5 (Banner Press, 1978), which
chronicles the struggle within the Chinese Communist Party in the early and
mid-1970s culminating in the defeat of the revolutionary forces. In 1983, he
represented the viewpoint that the Soviet Union is imperialist at an international con-
ference and debate on the nature of the Soviet Union held in New York City. His
presentation and the text of the entire debate appear in The Soviet Union: Socialist or
Social-imperialist? Part 2: The Question is Joined (RCP Publications, 1983). Lotta has
traveled widely, including to China. He has been a frequent lecturer at universities
and has made numerous appearances on television and radio public affairs pro-
grams. At present, he is completing research on the concluding volumes of America
in Decline.

$21.95 cloth edition (0-916650-12-X) 279 pages
$11.95 trade paperback edition (0-916650-13-8)
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A Shnook Takes A Look

At A Book

It’s not everyday that a children’s car-
toon book occasions controversy in the
book review sections of the most promi-
nent of the national press — but then it’s
notevery day that the Cat in the Hat takes
on the arms race, and by clear implica-
tion, nuclear war. And, in the latest work
of the pen of the 80-year-old Dr. Seuss
(a.k.a. Theodor Geisel), The Butter Bat-
tle Book, that’s just what happens —
though the latest additions to the nuclear
club are not top-hatted cats, but Yooks
and Zooks, humanish critters with bird-
like heads, harmless-appearing but a bit
short-changed upstairs.

A political cartoonist, and failed
novelist in his younger days, Seuss has
styled his own work satire, and not whim-
sy, including his past cast of characters
such as the tyrant Yertl the Turtle. Yertl,
who believes that he can rule the muddy
iand of turtles as far as he can see, climbs

e

upon the backs of the other turtles uhtil .

one small creature on the bottom burps;
the pile collapses, Yertl lands ig-
moniniously in the mud, while the others
go free ‘‘as turtles, and maybe, all
creatures, must be.”’

Seuss’ illustrations are drawn through
the eyes of the kids—*‘adults are obsolete
children and the hell with them’’ Seuss
has said — it is a perspective on the world
of grown-ups “‘from the knees down,’’ so
to speak. Today, a certain class of people
are apparently quite upset that such a
look might reveal their feet of clay.

Yooks and Zooks

The tale opens with the narrator,
grandfather Yook, explaining to his
grandson how, while Yooks and Zooks
may appear similar, there is a profound
and weighty difference between them:
Yooks eat their bread with the butter side
up, Zooks prefer theirs butter side down.
“‘So you can’t trust a Zook who spreads
butter underneath! Every Zook must be
watched! He has kinks in his soul!’’ In-
deed. A wall springs up between
Yookland and Zookland, and one fateful
day, as grandfather Yook does border

April 8, 1984—Revolutionary Worker—Page 11

patrol with his ‘“‘tough-tufted prickely
Snick-Berry Switch,” (with which he
gives any straying Zook a twitch) a rival
Zook, Vanltch, uses a slingshot to smash
the Yook’s treasured weapon.

The chief Yookeroo responds by
ordering the “‘Boys in the Back Room’”
to devise a bigger slingshot, a ““Triple-
Sling Jigger,”” which the Zooks then
counter with their own *‘Jigger-Rock
Snatchem.’’ After several rounds of an
arms race (which includes weapons like
the Kick-a-Poo Kid, whose explosive
charge includes fried clam chowder as a
key ingredient) the Yooks and Zooks sure
enough come up with the real thing: the .
““Bitsy Big Boy Boomeroo®’ (which can
blow all those Zooks clear to Sala-ma-
goo) grandfather Yook carries the Bitsy
Big Boy to the wall and prepares to drop
it — suddenly Zook Vanltch hops on the
wall with the Zook version of the bomb.
The story concludes as Yook and Zook
face off on the wall, and the Yook’s
grandson shouts: “‘Grandpa! Be careful!
Oh, gee! Who’s going to drop it? Will
you...? or will he...?"" ‘‘Be patient,”’
said Grandpa. “We'll see. We will
see...."" And there the story ends.

Bitter Polemic

This little book has provoked some
tempestuous reviews. The NY Times
Book Review ran two features side-by-
side on the book, one calling it a *‘bitter
polemic,’” the other mainly favorable.
But even the favorable reviewer
apparently felt herself compelled to add:
‘‘dear Dr. Seuss, we want to protest —

* you can’t leave us hanging like this. Can’t

the Boys in the Back Room come up with
some equally clever peace machines, or
the Cat in the Hat come back to save the
day, if not the world?’’ The reviewer goes
on to put in a personal request for a
sequel with a “‘whizz-banger way’’ for
Yooks and Zooks to coexist.

In general, Seuss’ unresolved ending
has provoked discomfort from liberal
reviewers who might be ‘expected to
welcome a ‘‘condemnation of the arms
race.”’ Perhaps the Times review is a hint
as to why — Seuss does not offer the
“‘cheer”’ of a solution to the Yook/Zook
confrontation from within the
boundaries of acceptable discourse on
nuclear war. No ‘“‘peace machines,’’ no
arms control, or other coexistence
agreements, no peace-y liberal politician
to work diplomatic Cat-in-the-Hat magic
on the mess in the world. Seuss simply
withholds judgment and in doing so
commits the sin, in bourgeois eyes, of
adding to what is called ‘“‘nuclear
hysteria’”> — the widespread sentiment
that the war preparations are out of
control, might not respond to ‘‘normal’”’
solutions, and certainly do not call for

Continued on page 15

“Life In These United States’’

Jay Cleckner, principal of the Franklin
Elementary School, in Oakland, Califor-
nia, has an approach to the situation and
conditions that the 1,200 students and
their families are faced with. ‘““We have
an obligation to teach the kids how to sur-
vive in this kind of situation,’’ he says,
““This is all part of today’s world.”

All schools in Oakland practice fire
drills, earthquake drills, bomb drills, and
nuclear war drills, but Franklin practices
for urban violence. The plan runs like this
— as soon as the principal hears gunfire,
or any other signs of ongoing battle
which mark everyday life in America’sin-
ner cities, he yells out to his staff
“EMERGENCY!"” Cleckner explains:
““And that means battle stations for
everyone. Everyone has a job to do.”

Police are called by his staff, teachers
lock all windows and doors, turn out the
lights; the students dive for cover on the
floor. Each wing of the school buildings
has a teacher in charge, and the principal
sets up a command post in his office. The
school, like an old fort, is now locked
down and no one can move—in or out. It
remains under siege-like conditions until
the cavalry, that is the police, arrive and
restore order. The vice-principal is then
dispatched room to room giving the all-
clear signal by word of mouth. The
school returns to business as usual. One
can only wonder about the flashbacks

Duck And Cover!

that the Indochinese immigrants endure,
thinking perhaps, that once they arrived
in the U.S., violence and bloodshed were
behind them. .

But...on the contrary. The “‘urban
violence drill’* is a genuine sign of the
times, a little glimpse of what pro-
letarians in the city must battle throughiin
order to survive.

Franklin is very integrated, with a
diverse population of Blacks, Latinos,
and a very large number of Indochinese
students who have just recently arrived in
the U.S. The school is located only nine
short blocks from Oakland’s ‘“‘jewel,”
Lake Merritt, which is supposed to of-
fer a tiny bit of serenity in the surroun-
ding city. The school, far from looking
like a lakeside chateau, is built like, and
very much resembles, a fort. The entire
school grounds are surrounded by
chainlinked fences with only one way in,
and one way out.

The school is located on Foothill
Boulevard, which is one of the main
arteries from East Oakland to the
downtown area — both of which are in-
volved in quite a bit of drug trafficking.
More than once, Franklin has been
caught in a crossfire between warring fac-
tions. Five times in the last five years,
guns have been drawn close to the school
and bullets have flown wild. It is this kind
of scene, as well as the neighborhood that

is becoming heavily overcrowded, that
has led the media to brand the school as
“‘Fort Franklin."’ It is the largest elemen-
tary school in Oakland and is one of two

*‘K through 6"’ schools that actually hasa

full-time security officer assigned.

On March 22, the drill designed by
Cleckner was put into practice for real.
Two cars pulled up in front of the “‘Fort’’
and began exchanging gunfire. Over two-
dozen shots were exchanged. One person
was wounded and several tried to get into
the school for cover. One teacher
reported that the 25 minutes her students,
first graders, spent lying under tables in
the darkened room felt like an eternity.

Of course the local press has praised
Jay Cleckner for his innovativeness and
initiative and reports that schools all over
Oakland are looking into the ‘‘urban
violence’’ drill.

Principal Cleckner emphasizes, ‘‘You
know there will be a lot more refugees
flocking tothe U.S. as the world situation
continues to deteriorate.’”’ Franklin has
1,239 students, and of these at least four-
teen different languages other than
English are spoken as the ‘‘first”
language (the majority of these are
dialects from various parts of
Indochina). As for the ‘‘quality’’ of
education, one can judge from the
frustrated comments of a vice-principal
at the school who told us that ‘‘the
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most’’ children can hope to obtain from
Franklin is just to learn English.

And even this minimal goal, it appears,
can only be reached if the students
manage to dodge the stray bullets of
dealers and cops outside the window. So
while the urban violence drill may be a
necessity, it’s a little hard to share the
ecstasy of the local press at this great “‘ad-
vance’’ for education in Oakland.

Cleckner was also clear that it isn’t just
conditions at “‘Fort Franklin’’ that led to
his ‘‘urban violence’ drill. His plan had
been evolving for a long time, he told the
RW. Years ago, when he was an ad-
ministrator in a North Oakland school
where prostitutes, pimps and drug dealers
walked the streets right outside the fence,
he saw the need to find a way to lock all
this “‘out.’” But it was becoming principal
at “‘Fort Franklin”’ that pushed him to
actually develop the drill. There was the
teacher who was raped on Franklin cam-
pus after classes were over. There was the
time, he himself was cut by a mentally-ill
man wielding a broken bottle in the
schoolyard. And last but not least, he
recently had to chase.a loiterer off the
school grounds who kept entering the
schoolyard to expose himself in front of
the children.

And they say this is the best of all
worlds. Clearly, that depends on what
part of it you livein. Cl















“The proletarians have .
nothing to lose but their chains.

They have a world to win.”
Communist Manifesto
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Support The Revolutionary
Internationalist Movement!

The Revolutionary Worker calls for © Continued expansion in broad circulation of the RW No. 247, which carries the
a speclal effort to bulld support for historic Communique of the Second International Conference of Marxist-Leninist
the Revolutionary internationalist Parties and Organisations announcing the formation of the Revolutionary
Movement so that this Internationalist Movement and important decisions and resolutions taken at the
new movement may launch Its Second Conference including international slogans for May 1st, 1984, and
historic work In the most RW No. 248 containing the transcript of the London press conference,
powerful way possible. March 12, 1984 where representatives of the Revolutionary Internationalist
We call for: Movement made public these announcements and responded to questions from
the international press. Readers are especially encouraged to put the paper in
the hands of proletarians and others from countries around the world and to
send this news to their friends, relatives and contacts internationally.

e Correspondence, statements and messages to greet the formation of the
Revolutionary Internationalist Movement. (These can be sent via the RW/,
Box 3486, Merchandise Mart, Chicago, lll. 60654.)

e Banners and other forms of internationalist exchanges to be circulated and
readied for May 1st.

o Full support for the launching of a
worldwide fund drive called for by
the Revolutionary Internationalist
Movement by pledging and
gathering funds.

On May 1st, 1984 the Declaration of the Revolutionary

Internationalist Movement Will Be Published!




