
Some of the lines sounded as if they 
had come from a two-year-old script. 
ABC News declared that "The voters of 
El Salvador were the real heroes." The 
U.S. Congressmen, fresh from the 
rewarding experience of "observing" the 
election, returned to Washington, D.C. 
still buzzing about the "dedication," 
"perseverance," and "loyalty" (among 
countless other qualities lifted straight 
from the Boy Scout Handbook) 
demonstrated by the voters. What's 
more, the U.S. observers spoke with hun­
dreds of the humble folk and nary a one 
said that they were voting out of fear. 
Aside from their natural ease with these 
representatives of the benevolent U.S., 
the voters were helped along in their free­
thinking comments by the announce­
ment, prior to the election, from a Cen­
tral Election Council member who said, 
" If you feel good about El Salvador and 
you love El Salvador, you shouldn't have 
any fear." And as before, the best lines 
were left for the star, Ronald Reagan, 
who declared that the proverbial turnout 
was " another victory for freedom over 

• 

............. --

tyranny, of liberty over repressfon and 
courage over intimidation." But if the 
last U.S. exercise in Salvadoran death­
squad democracy already demonstrated 
this troupe's ability to play farce, this one 
showed that they were even more adept at 
theater of the absurd ... although there is 
a noticeable lack of subtlety in their per­
formance. 

For one thing, this election marks the 
umpteenth resurrection of Christian 
Democratic savior Jose Napole6n Duarte 
as a "moderate" - even "left­
of-center" - in much of the U.S . press. 
Duarte, an alumnus of Notre Dame 
University in the U.S., is perhaps most 
famous for having been president of El 
Salvador's junta prior to the 1982 elec­
tions, and for "moderating" the 
neocolonial security forces to the tune of 
tens of thousands of assassinations, 
massacres, and tortures of all who might 
be suspected of opposing the regime; 
under Duarte's presidency, the U.S. 
brought in the death to the tiller land pro­
gram, the sta te of siege and countless 
other "reforms" to facilitate official 
counterinsurgency, while the death 
squads attained new depths of the unof­
ficial variety . 
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Nevertheless, there could perhaps be 
an argument, in some circles, that Duarte 
is indeed "left-of-center" among the 
Salvadoran ruling class. His main elec­
toral opponents were "Major Bob" 
D' Aubuisson of the ARENA Party, local 
organizer and field commander of the 
death squads, and Francisco Guerrerro, a 
long-time hack of the National Concilia­
tion Party through which a succession of 
generalissimos ran El Salvador from the 
Alliance For Progress days to the first 
junta in 1'979. The most meaningful way 
of determining "left, " "right," and 
''center" in this bunch would be to see 
how they line up t'(_l a group photograph. 
However, they are fine representatives of 
the full range of political thought and ac­
tion of the U.S. 's ruling compradors in El 
Salvador. 

As is well known, the masses in Central 
America just love being dominated by the 
U .S. and its local overseers, and to 
demonstrate that point the U.S. spent 
about $10 million to stage its election. 
One-third of this went into designing and 
implementing a computerized voter 
registry, which supposedly listed all the 
eligible voters and apportioned them, by 
code number, to the various polling 
places around the country and to dif­
ferent voting booths within the polling 
places. This registry is unanimously 
described in the U.S. press as intended to 

prevent "fraud" - the kind where some­
one votes. more than once to enhance a 
particular candidate's chances. None of 
these commentators seem to have noticed 
that such a system could enhance the real 
fraud; by enabling the immediate pin­
pointing of those who had - and more 
significantly, had not - done their civic 
duty, the registry would allow for a more 
efficient "get out the vote" campaign by 
the security forces, thus "proving" once 
again that U.S.-style democracy is the 
"will of the people." 

Ah, but the best laid plans of imperial­
ists often ge~ royally screwed up. In this 
case, trying to use a sophisticated, com­
puterized operation in a country which 
suffers from overall enforced backward­
ness resulted in mass confusion, with the 
lists virtually indecipherable to many 
voters and election officials alike, and 
numerous potential voters being assigned 
to polling places that they couldn't get to, 
or not being allowed to vote because of­
ficials couldn't find their name on the ap­
propriate lists, and so forth. When, a few 
days before the election, it became clear 
that the registry would create chaos, U.S. 
Agency for International Development 
(AID - a well-known CIA front) 
spokesmen publicly stated that they had 
been against the operation all along, but 
Salvadoran officials had demanded it; 
therefore, as the story goes, AID officials 
had to bow to the wishes of the totally in­
dependent Salvadoran government - a 
matter of ''sovereignty,'' you know - by 
designing it, financing it, and putting the 
whole operation into effect. Far be it 
from the U.S. to interfere in internal 
Salvadoran affairs. 

The computer confusion was bad 
Continued on page 8 
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On Bringing Back The "Hot Autumn" 
The following letter is from a member 

of the " For A World Without Im· 
perialism" Contingent: 

To the RW: 
When the " For A World Without Im· 

perialism" Contingent returned to the 
United States in December of 1983 we 
were all struck by the extent to which 
the protest and resistance of the fall In 
Wes• Germany was a nonissue. The 
multiblllion-dollar free press Industry 
had done a thorough job blacking out 
and prettifying the hot autumn; it was 
mostly RW readers who knew about the 
clashes in Bonn, Mutlangen, and 
Frankfurt. Even the peace movement 
presses failed to cover the situation in a 
meaningful way. Clearly some public 
opinion needed to be created. 

Support committees across the conti­
nent began building for Contingent 
presentations. There was no prettifying 
what we would be speaking to: flyers 
generally showed the masses battling 
watercannon and proclaimed the Con­
tingent's controversial slogans: "Desert 
America's Warmongering" and "A 
World Without Imperialism, Not An Im· 
perialist World War." 

In Eugene, Oregon I spoke to a 
mainstream peace rally. Seven other 
speakers blasted America, the arms 
race, and " Reagan's" domestic pollcy, 
and then told the 70 people present that 
they should go out and work in the elec­
tions. At one point I asked them if 
anyone had heard any!hing through the 
media about the major battle between 
the West German resistance and the 
state that went on for four days in 
Frankfurt. A long pause: no one had. I 
went on to tell of the use of police clubs 
in "democracy" and the role of 
pollticans in sucking people into sup­
port for the system. Afterwards a 
number of people expressed to me their 
frustration with the peace movement's 
within-the-system strategy, and then 
showed up later in the week for the Con· 
tlngent's forum to hear more about the 
politics and tactics used in West Ger­
many last fall. 

The makeup of the forum audiences 
varied greatly from city to city. In San 
Diego there were people from the 
church that sponsored the presentation, 
a sizeable section of anti-imperialist 
feminists, some anti-nuke activists, 
foreign-born, and punks. In Portland 
there were, in addition, upper-tier fac­
tory workers and high-school students. 
In Seattle one presentation was made 
at a punk club to a mostly punk au­
dience. In Eugene the audience was 
mostly college students and members 
of both the mainstream and direct ac­
tion wings of the peace movement. 

Germans, mostly Green Party sup­
porters, were frequently in attendance. 
One of the many debates that broke out 
after the presentations centered around 
the Greens. We had said that the 
Greens focused almost exclusively on 
American and Soviet imperialism, ignor· 
Ing German imperialism and catering to 

nationalism. In Berkeley one Green Par­
ty supporter said they were not na­
tionalists because they are not rabid 
flagwavers, and the debate was over 
whether Germany-first positions could 
be reconciled with internationalism. In 
Seattle, after a slideshow in a cafe, four 
West Germans argued, each In their 
own way, that the Greens stood for 
social change and that since West Ger­
many Is a democracy, that could be 
done through the system, perhaps in­
cluding peaceful demonstrations, 
though the ultimate goal was to change 
the system. From their position of 
idealism they basically refused to 
believe that the Green leadership had 
sided with the government on the impor· 
lance of maintaining law and order, or 
that the Greens had called for 
blockades without building for them in 
order to maintain their radical image 
while not actually threatening the state. 

At Evergreen State College in 
Washington state the discussion raged 
for three hours after the presentation 
was over. Because we talked about the 
Autonomen and revolution we drew 
flack from several quarters. Those who 
believe In democracy and parliamentary 
reform thought street fighting would 
alienate the voters needed to win 
reforms. A group of nonviolent activists 
put forward that the goal of the move­
ment must be to break the cycle of 
violence, starting with ourselves. One 
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woman put forward that revolution, like 
war, gets lots of people killed but does 
not change the system. In that regard it 
was Interesting to contrast these posi­
tions and the anarchists' with the 
Turkish workers'. Like the anarchists, 
they were willing to have a physical 
presence on the street and fight the 
police when necessary. However, they 
made their main task creating public 
opinion, handing out thousands of 
flyers detailing their positions as revolu· 
tlonaries. In Mutlangen, December 11th, 
everyone seemed to have their pam· 
phlets and to be debating the points 
with their friends; shortly afterward the 
crowd overran the police's first line of 
defense, a totally unexpected, spon· 
taneous escalation of the stakes that 
day. 

In Berkeley a woman suggested that 
by targeting the Soviet Union as impe­
rialist we were helping Reagan build up 
the paranoia that makes arms control 
impossible. After I spoke about the 
danger of painting the Soviets as being 
on the side of peace and a party 
spokesperson spoke to the material 
basis for pro-Sovietism, another woman 
said that the Soviet Union has to defend 
Itself, and in addition, aid anti-imperial· 
ist movements in the oppressed na· 
tlons. At that point three foreign-born 
men made an Important contribution to 
the debate, detailing how the Soviet 
Union opposed or used revolutionary 

The Battle of Bonn. 

movements for its own purposes in their 
home countries, El Salvador, Iran and 
Turkey. 

Though It was not actually a question 
addressed to the panel, In talking to 
people afterwards and getting a better 
sense of where they were coming from, 
I felt the major underlying question was: 
Is world war on the agenda? The Con· 
tlngent took to West Germany the posi­
tion that ... the missiles were deployed 
because the imperialists are being 
driven to war. Generally speaking, the 
Idealist, reform-oriented people did not 
see this. The events we described were 
a bit of a shock to suGh people; water­
cannon In a democracy are as much of 
an outrage as plans for war or ongoing 
genocide. To me the focus in the peace 
movement on weapons counts and elec· 
tlons is dangerously narrow, having 
seen the outcome in West Germany and 
capitulation that resulted from it. 
Hopefully sections of people who heard 
the Contingent, through forums, radio 
Interviews and the alternative press will 
be planning something different for the 
ruling class if a constitutional crisis 
over the arms race develops here. 

Jack Straw 
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New Bedford Tri.al: 

Recent events in the New Bedford rape 
trial could be titled, "Local boys become 
heroes," or maybe " Rapists and cheering 
fans given national instant replay." The 
all-American tale could also be subtitled, 
" Rape victim re-raped and run out of 
town." 

The trial has been attributed with 
testing the nation' s moral and social con­
sciousness because the public was forced 
to confront the ugly realities of rape in 
daily coverage by national cable TV. The 
judge appeared on a national TV pro­
gram to proclaim that the wide publicity 
was good because it had given people a 
live civic lesson on the "day-to-day work­
ings of the third branch of the govern­
ment. " And even some who were 
righteously disgusted at the court pro­
ceedings initially, then sighed in relief at 
the convictions because "justice had been 
achieved in a major rape case." Liberal 
editorials, filled with all but tear marks 
on the page, lamented the humiliation of 
the victim, but congratulated the convic­
tions because they went against social 
pressure and delivered justice. 

Perhaps New Bedford is a positive sign 
that America has come to its senses; is 
more liberated and more open about air­
ing its problems and publicly solving 
them through televised trials. Perhaps we 
are on the road to dealing with one of the 
ugliest concentrations of women's op­
pression in this country. Don' t.hold your 
breath. Liberal soul-searching aside, 
quite opposite conclusions must be made. 

One thing should be granted the New 
Bedford rape trial. It has been an ex~ 
cellent lesson - a lesson in the all­
American character of rape. And the 
"democracy in action" of the media and 
the court system have been very ap­
propriate vehicles for delivering this 
lesson. The first instruction in the New 
Bedford primer was aimed at pumping 
adrenalin into the chauvinist veins of 
true-grit American males. After all, not 
every·red-blooded male in America could 
participate in the gang-rape !it Big Dan's 
Tavern last year. And unfortunately 
television cameras weren't on hand to 
capture the celebrated event on film. But 
never fear, when actual instant replay 
isn't available the workings of the court 
will be used to present graphic recreation; 
cheering crowds and all. And this time, 
viewing was hardly restricted to the 
Saturday night crowd at Big Dan's. 

Appropriately, one local resident ap­
peared on Night line - sitting in a bar, 
sipping a cold beer, baseball cap and all. 
Profound proclamations dribbled out of 
his mouth a nd into the television 
microphone as he sat in front of the bar­
room TV watching the trial: " This is just 
great. . . . I haven't even watched the 
soap operas since the trial started." Kop­
pel then does a quick camera switch to 
give us yet another peek at the wondrous 
art of " impartiality" used to facilitate the 
democratic " airing of both sides of the 
issue. " Mr. D.J . of a local radio station 
berates a caller sympathetic to the rape 
victim with the oh-so-sharp comeback, 
" Do you realize how much money this 
woman stands to make when she writes a 
book. . .. We're talking thousands." 
(Well, no one yet has claimed that the 
rapists' fans are arguing at an extremely 
high intellectual level!) 

The trial itself became a somewhat 
magnified re-creation of the cheering 

A Case of 
Purging 

crowd at Big Dan's - making voyeurism 
a new national sport among male 
chauvinists across the country and "un­
zippering" a certain loyal, philistine 
rooting section. And when thousands 
marched in protest of the convictions and 
in support of the rapists, the front pages 
had been reserved in advance (certainly 
these demonstrations were given more 
media attention than the 2,500 who 
dem~nstrated a year ago against the . 
rape). Some of the "unbiased" television 
coverage and newspaper editorials might 
as well have just come right out and said, 
"Hey boys, if any of you feel you didn't 
get a . yellow-ribbon welcome when you 
came back from Vietnam, perhaps you 
should try gang-rape right here in the 
good 'ole U.S. of A. where you'll not only 
be cheered in the act but made a local 
hero!" 

Then there was the trial itself. It's 
hardly anything new in rape cases to com­
pletely humiliate the victim by making 
them recount step by step every detail in 
the incident (much of this aimed at emo­
tionally breaking the woman down and 
creating the impression that the woman 
did not resist or "liked it"). But for this 
cable mini-series of the week, new heights 
were reached in re-raping the victim 
through "America's great system of 
justice." As the attorney for one of the 
rapists revealed in Nightline - much of 
his client's defense was aimed at prov:ng 
that the woman was a liar, a cheat and 
''asked for it '' in the bar. In other words, 
no one at all is denying that several.men 
had sex with the victim ....:.. they're just. 
saying, " what did she expect, walking in 
there unescorted?" And despite legisla­
tion which is supposed to prohibit using a 
woman's past to establish guilt or in­
nocence in a rape trial, the rapists' at­

. torneys were virtually given free rein in 
dragging up everything they could to 
establish a defense that rested on the 
argument that rape is fun . (The defense 
lawyer stated in his closing statement: 
"She's saddled with two small children 
and she's lonely. She wanted to have a lit­
tle fun.") 

All in all, the New Bedford trial was a 
broad message to women in general -
rape is an all-American sport and should 
you try and prosecute it's you, not th,e 
rapists, who are gonna pay. Interestingly, 
the rape victim in New Bedford seems to 
have understood in a basic way that tak­
ing this to court was bound to become an 
issue way beyond her own particular 
case. Last year the coalition that organiz­
ed the demonstration protesting the rape 
got a short note from her, thanking them 
and saying, "I am going to see this 
through, not only for myself, but for all 
women." And indeed, the effect of the 
New Bedford trial sent out a message way 
beyond the particularities of this one 
woman's audacious decision to try and 
put her attackers in jail. One rape 
counselor at a center in Massachusetts 
reported that "Prior to the trial about 
one-third of our clients were willing to 
report the crime. Once the trial got under­
way, the reporting diminished to zero. " 

New Bedford has become a highly 
celebrated , widely propagated example 
- and threat - of what kind of shit will 
be used against women who dare to bring 
rape cases to trial - and a great example 
of how all this can a nd will certainly be 
done within and through the vicious 

The WOinen 
Not the Soul 

· bou~geois weapons of the " letter of the 
law" and the "fairness of the media." 

One other point must be made here in 
regards to the charge of discrimination 
that has been raised in this case. It's quite 
a bizarre scene, to say the least, when 
thousands of people are mobilized to 
march under-a banner of national pride 
which has been wrapped around -six 
rapists! And it's quite a feat of twisted 
logic to .charge ant i-Portuguese 
discrimination in the conviction when not 
enly the rapists, but also the victim, the 
prosecutor and half the jury were Por­
tuguese. Beyond this, there is a certain 
sickening opportunistic way the whole 
discrimination issue is being used. There 
.is, indeed, a whole history in America of 
vicious racism in rape cases in particular. 
It wasn't all that long ago that a Black 
man could be convicted of rape (or pro­
bably lynched) for just looking at a white 
woman. And perhaps things in New Bed­
ford might have gone somewhat dif­
ferently if the rapists had been nice all­
American white boys. But to take this 
and twist and pervert the New Bedford 
case into a mini-nationalist movement to 
make four convicted rapists heroes ·and 
drive the rape victim out of town Oiterally 
fearing for her life) is not jusr sickening 
but quite an indictment in itself of the 
whole reactionary way the New Bedford 
trial has been played out. 

Despite the ugliness of the trial, there 
. have been those who claim that some 
good has come out of it all; that it has 
forced many to grope with issues of right 
and wrong, or that it lras enlightened an 

. uneducated public around the growing 
. problem ·of rape. Some have pointed to · 

the fact that $68,000 in federal money 
was granted after the Big Dan's incident 
to open up New Bedford's first rape­
counseling and crisis-intervention center 
- a sign that things are finally going in 
the right direction of effectively dealing 
with rape. But such conclusions are 
anything but the truth and dangerously 
misleading. 

Above all, the events in New aedford 
are yet more searing evidence that the op­
pression of women and rape in particular 
is a deeply imbedded part of the capitalist 
system. The New Bedford rape and 
subsequent trial weren' t some ugly aber­
rations of the way things are in America. 
In fact, New Bedford isn' t even that 
unusual of a case. While the New Bed­
ford trial was in progress, the police in 
Wanaque, New Jersey have intentionally 
kept quiet the investigation of a similar 
gang-rape in a bar. The chief of police 
said he wanted to avoid publicity that 
might create a " mess here. " Earlier this 
month another, less publicized, rape case 
came to a preliminary hearing at a county 
court in Pennsylvania. Becky Brown, a 
high-school student in Chataqua had 
been raped by three teenage boys and left 
semiconscious in the woods where she 
was later found drowned. Several people 
have admitted in the town that they heard 
the teenage rapists bragging about their 
conquest in a local pizzeria after they left 
Becky Bro'fn to die - but in the spirit of 
Big Dan's they mostly shrugged it off 
because according to many this 13-year­
old ''had a reputation ... she was a loose 
girl. . . " - and when Becky's mother 
went to the pizzeria to look for her, no 
one bothered to tell her that her daughter 
was lying in a ditch. 

Rape itself is quite a document on ! he 
state of affairs of social relations in 
America today. (Need we repeat that one 
rape occurs every eight minutes in this 
country and this statistic is on the rise.) 
But this fact - that a significant percen­
tage of men actually g~t off on brutally 
dominating a woman in this kind of way 
doesn' t just say something aboul a cer­
tain small "sick" section of society. No, 
to the contrary, the widespread 
phenomenon of rape is a highly concen­
trated picture of the dominant ideology 
and the relations between men and 
women today in this advanced imperialist 
country. (Couldn't a large number of 
marriages today be appropriately 
described as not only between the 
bourgeois and the oppressed, but be­
tween the rapist and victim?) 

No landmark trial · or nationally 
publicized conviction; no moral­
searching campaign around the question 
on national television; and no amount of 

. federal grants for more rape crisis centers 
is going to fundamentally deal with this 
problem. The oppression of women and 
rape is something which is only going to 
be eliminated by radically and thoroughly 
transforming all property relations and 
social relations, including those that now 
prevail between men and women, and 
with them the dominant ideas and values. 
AQd if, as a result of. the New Bedford 
trial, some of the women who have come 
to •the conclusion that relying on the 
police and courts to "protect" you from 
rape is not only futile but dangerous are 
beginning to search for more profound 
conclusions to such madness, well and 
good. D 
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The I ol/owing article continues the 
description of various social forces in 
West Germany by the R W correspondent 
who covered last jail's antimissile 
demonstrations. 

Heidelberg . in West Germany's 
beautiful Neckar Valley, is in most 
respects a typical German university 
town. It boasts the medieval seat of learn­
ing, a ruined castle overlooking the town, 
and even bas the very beerhall where the 
Student Prince was filmed. But that's in 
the old city. There's also a newer, sprawl­
ing side of town that houses the U.S. Ar­
my hea<(quarters in West Germany, com­
plete with PX supermarkets, a high 
school for the children of American ser­
vicemen, and a vast housing project nam­
ed "Patrick Henry Village." Heidelberg 
was one of the few cities in Germany not 
bombed during World War 2, because 
the American's had selected it in advance 
to be their occupation headquarters. 

This juxtaposition of a university that 
was a hotbed of radical activity in the '60s 
and a massive U.S . Army military 
presence makes for a tense combination. 
Nobody has to be told that Heidelberg 
would be a prime target for nuclear at­
tack by the Soviets in the case of war. 
Stickers calling for Heidelberg to be made 
a nuclear-free zone express the politics of 
wishful thinking. 

My visit to Heidelberg happened to 
coincide with a major local forum on 
trends in the German peace movement, 
which was held in the large back room of a 
local beerhall, and featured speakers for 
pacifism, German neutralism, and a 
"defensive weapons only" military. 
After the program, one of my hosts sug­
gested I might like to attend the Planspiel 
that was to be held in a few days. 

"What's a Planspien" I asked. 
"Well, it's an exercise in grassroots 

democracy. It's a game where people play 
the different political parts in society, but 
it•s also a serious attempt to prepare peo­
ple to actually run the government." 

A few days later I took the streetcar 
across the Neckar to the Catholic student 
dorm where the Planspiel was to be held. 
Most of the players were university age or 
a little older; most were local antiwar ac­
tivists. The Planspiel was in fact created 
by the local antiwar group of the Green 
Party which served as kind of a catchall 
action group in Heidelberg. When I in-

troduced myself as a journalist from the 
U.S. writing on the antiwar movement, I 
was given a ringside seat: I was invited to 
join the game! 

The Planspiel was a little like the 
American board game Diplomacy, ex­
cept there were no fixed rules. Different 
teams played the part of the Social 
Democratic Party, the Green Party, the 
Reagan administration, the Soviet 
Union, the l).S. Freeze movement, and 
the German press. The teams received an 
information sheet that outlined the 
political situation at the beginning of the 
game, but after that they were on their 
own. Each team worked out of a dif­
ferent room and was free to communicate 
and make public pronouncements or 
secret deals. The object was to make the 
game as realistic as possible. The teams 
were chosen by drawing lots, and I ended 
up on the Soviet team. 

The game, which lasted for hours, had 
a life of its own with many twists and 
turns, and provided a fascinating look in­
to the views of the young German ac­
tivists who created it. It revealed quite a 
bit about how they looked at their socie­
ty, the forces in the world, the threat of 
war, and what they saw as "practical 
politics" in that situation. 

The game takes place in 1986. Here, in 
their own words, is the political situation 
which they seriously expected to unfold, 
with both its dangers and its oppor­
tunities: 

The General Starting Positions 

The parliamentary elections of 1986 

West German Radicals 
Get ''Free World'' 
Sentences November 25, 1984.) 

At the same time, West Berlin courts 
also handed down tough sentences on 
five activists arrested during the 
demonstration against Ronald Reagan's 
visit to West Berlin on June 11, 1982. 
Reagan's visit produced unusually large 
and militant demonstrations that were 
viciously attacked by the police. The 
West German bourgeoisie has now struck 
back by sentencing the most prominent 
defendant to three years in prison for 
"aggravated breach of peace" and 
sentencing the remaining defendants to 
between 23 months and three years. 0 

The trial of Micha K}()ckner and Benny 
Harlin, the two German activists pro­
secuted under West Germany's press cen­
sorship Jaws, has now come to an end. 
For their association with Che company 
that is the nominal publisher of the 
revolutionary anarchist publication 
radikal, KIOCkner and Harlin have been 
sentenced io two and a half years in 
prison each. (For a full account of this 
important case see R W No. 232, 
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have produced a sensational result: the 
SPD and Greens have at their disposal an 
exceedingly bare parliamentary majority 
(SPD: 40%, Greens: 10%) the CDU and 
the FDP who wanted to continue their 
coalition government, received only 49% 
ofthevote(CDU:43%, FDP:6%). With 
only a bare majority, the SPD and Greens 
face the question of whether they will 

. dare to form a government, and on what 
security· concepts (that is, what peace 

1 politics concepts) they could unite in 
coalition negotiations. 

Background History: 

The election battle took place in a 
situation of dramatic domestic and 
foreign politics. Domestically, the 
principal issue was the absence of the 
economic upturn promisea by the 
government. More decisive, however, 
was the peace question. In the last few 
years, East- West relations had 
deteriorated. Reagan had intensified his 
politics of strength since the beginning of 
his second term. The U.S. had intervened 
militarily in both Nicaragua and El 
Salvador. On the other side, the Soviet 
Union also appeared to lose its original 
interest in the politics of de-escalation. 
After the death of Andropov, the 
influence of the so-called pragmatists in 
the Politburo was notably reduced. The 
new party chief had to give way to the 
demands of the hawks for higher 
armaments expenditures and for 
intensified pressure on the Eastern 
European allies in the face of an ever­
s t ronger American politics of 
confrontation. 

Six months before the parliamentary 
vote the East-West conflict reached its 
most dangerous high point since the 
Cuban Missile Crisis. Unrest broke out in 
Saudi Arabia. The West feared for "its" 
source of oil. Moscow was accused of 
wanting to penetrate the Persian Gulf in 
order to control the oil supply of the 
Western industrial states. The U.S. 
mobilized its rapid deployment force. 
The West German army was enlisted to 
provide logistical support for U.S. troops 
in Germany. Parts of the Frankfurt 
airport were closed to civilian aviation at 
times. After some weeks, the unrest in 
Saudi Arabia slowly died down. Troops 
loyal to the government won back control 
of the country with massive American 
help. 

Three months before the parliament­
ary vote the acute danger of war had been 
averted. But the peace question remained 
the dominant theme of the campaign. 
The decisive influence on the outcome 
was presumably the leak of a secret Pen­
tagon document, which the Green Party 
made public three weeks before the vote. 
This document, which was worked out by · 
Pentagon planners at the beginning of the 
Gulf crisis, recommended to the presi­
dent that in the event of a serious escala­
tion of the conflict, the Soviet Union be 
compelled to give in through ''pin 

11 pricks" with the h.elp of Pershing II 
mfysiles fired from West German soil. 

The publication of this document 
shocked the West German public. The 
ensuing discussion led to an even stronger 
polarization: the radicalization of the 
extra-parliamentary resistance and the 
"alternative security concept" on the one 
hand, stronger professions of loyalty to 
the Atlantic Alliance, intensified anti­
communism and open revanchism on the 

11 other side. 

On this oasis of information, the game 
got off to an active start with both 
negotiations between the SPD and the 
Greens and jockeying from the outside by 
the U.S. and the Soviet Union. It was the 

.. 
news," that is; the public action; and the 
statements of the partjcipants. Another 
group of game organizers monitored all 
the secret communications between 
teams and played the role of other forces 
not directly represented when necessary 
(for example, statements by the East 
German government). 

Right off the bat as a publicity ploy the 
U.S. announced a unilateral troop 
reduction in West Berlin. The Soviets 
instructed East Germany to hint broadly 
at the possibility of German reunification 
if a "progressive" gov.ernment were 
formed in West Germany and it got out 
of NATO. Then a delegation from the 
SPD and Greens came to "Moscow" (the 
second-floor student lounge!) to meet 
with us Russians. They said they had to 
give the West German public something 
to reassure them, so would we publicly 
announce that we would not overrun 
West Berlin if the U.S. pulled out 
completely? But of course! What motive 
would the peace-loving Soviet republic 
have for attacking Berlin? But then they 
asked if we would pull out of East 
Germany completely. Alas! As, much as 
the peace-loving Soviet republic would 
like to, there remains the problem of the 
revanchist, aggressive NATO. (After the 
game, we learned that the U.S. team had 
refused to meet with the Greens at all, 
meeting only with the SPD and 
threatening economic . sanctions if a 
Green-SPD government was formed.) 

War preparations and "peace wars" 
were now in high gear. The Soviets 
moved another division into East 
Germany while warning against a 
U.S.-backed right-wing coup in West 
Germany. At the same time the Soviets 
called for a world congress of popular 
peace forces with heavy emphasis on the 
Greens and the U.S. Freeze movement. 
But this was upstaged by an invitation 
from the Freeze movement to their own 
conference which included both the 
Greens and the SPD. As a side action, 
TASS announced a pro-Soviet military 
coup in Burma, which was promptly 
followed by a landing of U.S. forces in 
Burma. 

There was much intricate play, but the 
game was finally called on account of 
time . . . and because the desired result 
had been achieved: a formation of an 
SPD-Greens coalition. The sum-up 
which followed the game, and brought all 
the participants back together, was also 
interesting. First the. terms of the SPD­
Green coalition were announced. The 
SPD agreed to the withdrawal of all 
Pershing and cruise missiles, and 
eventuaJly all atomic, biological and 
chemical weapons, from West Germany. 
But any withdrawal of U.S., British and 
French troops was "postponed." Sec­
ond, the West German army was to be 
restructured to a solely defensive 
role .. . but "slowly." Third, there would 
be negotiations with the NA TO and the 
Warsaw Pact abQut the eventual 
dissolution of the bloc ... but in the 
meantime, the Greens agreed not to push 
immediately for the withdrawal of West 
Germany from NATO. 

The general consensus was that the 
game had been very realistic. I demurred 
a bit suggesting that it would have been a 
little more realistic to have a team playing 
the Christian Democrats, who might also 
have been negotiating with the SPD to 
form a grand coalition government as has 
happened before. Several people didn't 
think it was realistic that the Soviet Union 
sent instructions to East Germany or that 
it would increase troop strength there. 
But one of the Green players said that 
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The Solar System Exploration Com­
mittee (SSEC), a group of planetary 
scientists recently gathered under 
NASA's supervision to report on the 
state of deep space science in the U.S., 
summed up the last 20 years of planetary 
exploration: "They have been nothing 
less than revolutionary both in providing 
a new picture of the nature of the solar 
system, its likely origin and evolution, 
and in giving us a new perspective on our 
own p1anet Earth ... solar system e~­
ploration will certainly remain in the ex­
citing dfacovery phase for at least the re­
mainder of this century." 

But the enthusiasm and scientific 
sweep or'the space scientists has run into a 
hard reality. As the science editor of the 
New York Times summed up: the future 
for the U.S. in space is to seek "commer­
cial gain and military advantage ... the 
major thrust ahead is to incorporate 
SP!lCe into the economic and political 
thrust of things on Earth." What is to be 
" incorporated" is the technical and 
scientific knowledge gained in the space 
program, and even more, the scientists 
themselves. And in fact, what the SSEC 
was set up to do was to develop a program 
for scientific exploration of the planets 
which could squeeze a little science, as a 
kind of low-budget aftertbought, into the 
space program of the 1980s for the U.S. 

The space program, even the more · 
''purely scientific'' aspects of it, like the 
deep space probes to the planets, has 
always, to one degree or another, fit into 
the "thrust of things on earth." But what 
the Time's science editor is talking about 
is an attempt at a major reshaping of the 
space proararn. And this is but one part 
- though a concentrated and quite visi­
ble part - of the efforts of the govern­
ment to shift and transform the immense 
scientific superstructure that the U.S. has 
built up since World War 2 to more fully 
serve the requirements of World War 3. 
The Reagan administration outlined the 
basic sha of thin to come on Jul 4 

1982, when the Space Shuttle landed with 
its first openly military cargo. The 
American space program, said an of- · 
ficial, "will be comprised of two 
separate, distinct and strongly interacting 
programs - national security and civil.'' 
(our emphasis - R W) Such transforma­
tion has proven to be a political battle, as 
some scientists have been less than thrill­
ed at turning from studying such ques­
tions as the potential for life on Mars to 
developing the killer satellites of World 
War3. 

The Mars Lander and WWJ 

One recent and very important ex­
ample of the ongoing struggle in scientific 
circl-:s has unfolded in recent months on 
the campus of the California Institute of 
Technology (Cal Tech) in Pasadena, and 
at NASA's Jet Propulsion Lab (JPL), 
which Cal Tech administers. JPL is 
NASA's most important deep space 
laboratory. It was responsible for 
building and flying the Viking Mars 
Landers, and for operating the Mission 
Control and Computing Center and the 
Deep Space Network tracking stations 
for that mission. JPL also had similar 
responsibilities for the Voyager mission 
to Jupiter and Saturn, as well as a number 
of other missions and projects. And Cal 
Tech is probably even more important 
than the scientific center. Though very 
small, it has a worldwide reputation for 
the quality of its research and for the 
quality of the students who graduate. Cal 
T h facult have won 20 Nobel Prizes 
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over the years, and Cal Tech's ad­
ministrative supervision and extensive 
scientific ties to JPL have been crucial in 
developing JPL. Particular fields in 
which Cal Tech is strong . are some of the 
fields most central to the high-tech war 
effort. It must have been no little shock to 
the government, then, when. a furor 
erupted at Cal Tech/ JPL, focused on the 
proposed establishment of the Army 
Analysis Center, · a.k.a. "the Arroyo 
Center," a high-level military think tank 
that the army had founded as a branch of 
JPL. 

At the end of January, the Cal Tech 
faculty held a tense and politically charg­
ed meeting with the Cal Tech administra­
tion to deal with this subject - one deem­
ed so sensitive that all "outsiders," in­
cluding even students and graduate 
students at Cal Tech, were banned from 
the meeting. Cal Tech president Marvin 
Goldberger and Provost Rochus Vogt 
were on the hot seat as the meeting 
started. They had already committed Cal 
Tech/ JPL to affiliation with the Arroyo 
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Computer-enhanced 
photo of the braided 
rings of Saturn. Much of 
the data on Saturn 
radioed back by Voyager 
II ls st/II unprocessed -
the mysteries of the 
universe fall victim to 
budget cuts and the 
need for a "positive bot· 
tom llne." 
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Statement of the Haitian 
lntemational RevolUtionary Group (G.R.l.A.) 
on the Formation of the · · 

. . . 

Revolutionary lntemationalist Movement 
Since the overthrow of proletarian rule and the coming to power of the revisionists in 

China, the attacks of the Party of Labor of Albania and Hoxha on Marxism-Leninism, 
Mao Tsecung Thought, the coming to power of pro-imperialist regimes in many of the 
countries which were waging national liberation struggles against the U.S. and other im­
perialist powers in the 1960s and 1970s and the lull in the struggle of the masses 
worldwide all greatly weakened the international revolutionary- proletariat. 

Thus, in the late 1970s and early '80s, the international communist movement was af­
fected with all kinds of ills and deviations such as open attacks on Marxism-Leninism, 
Mao Tsetung Thought by different rev.isionist forces, liquidationism, splitism, 
demoralization and the disappearance of many formerly revolutionary organizations 
and parties in different parts of the world. While significant sections of revolutionaries 
were desert ing the camp of revolution and turning their backs on the proletariat to join 
the camp of imperialism and reaction, other revolutionaries stood up against this wave 
of revisionism and opportunism, upheld the banner of Marxism-Leninism, Mao 
Tsetung T hought, defended Mao against the attacks of the revisionists and demarcated 
themselves from the opportunists and other deviationist tendencies within the revolu­
tio na ry movement. 

In the late '70s and early '80s with the heightening of the contradictions of imperial­
ism and the overall preparation of the rival imperialist blocs to launch a world war for a 
new redivision of the world and to determine which of the imperialist blocs were going 
to have the privilege of lording it over the oppressed proletariat and the oppressed peo­
ple of the world, another factor is the continuation and intensification of the national 
liberation struggles in the oppressed nations and the struggle of significant sections of 
people against the imperialist war preparations and other struggles of other sections of 
the oppressed minorities in the imperialist countries. With the development of these 
overaJl contradictions, the international communist movement found itself in a relative­
ly weak position. The Marxist-Leninist forces who were waging battle against the revi­
sionists were small, the level of ideological and organizational unity among these forces 
was very low. Thus, the capacity of these forces to meet the challenges posed by the ob-
jective situation was very limited. · 

In 1980 with the launching of the First International Conference and the release of the 
Joint Communique of the different Marxist-Leninist parties and organizations, of the 
Basic Principles for the Unity of Marxist-leninists written by the RCP of Chile and 
RCP, USA for discussion among revolutionary forces, the struggle that followed in the 
ICM and the coming into being of a trend of international communists in different parts 
of the world was a major leap to turn the negative situation facing the ICM into its op­
posite; i.e. , struggle to change the crisis in our movement into strength to prepare the 

· ranks o f the revolutionaries and the advanced masses to meet the challenges facing them 
now and increasingly facing us in the future. 

The following letters and messages 
were received by the RW following 
publication in RW No. 247 of the Com­
munique of the Second International 
Conference of Marxist-Leninist Parties 
and Organisations which announced the 
formation of the Revolutionary Interna­
tionalist Movement and important deci­
sions and resolutions of the Second Con­
ference, including the forthcoming 
publication of the Declaration of the 
Revolutionary Internationalist Move­
ment on May 1st, 1984 in 22 languages 
and the international slogans for May /st. 
Further correspondence greeting the for­
mation of the Revolutionary lnterna­
tio.nalist Movement can be sent via the 
RW, Box 3486, Merchandise Mart, 
Chicago, Ill. 60654. 

When I first heard about the formation 
of the Revolutionary Internationalist 
Movement from a friend who heard it on 
the Spanish news, I could feel some chills 
running up my spine because I almost 
couldn't believe it, that such a historic 
thing could happen at such a time. A few 
days later, I got some copies of the 
Revolutionary Worker and there it was in 
bold letters in a background of red. Then 
I knew that it was really true. Since then, I 
have left some papers around- where I 
work. People are staring at them and 
making comments about how impressive 
it is that there is now an actual movement 
formed on a world scale along the same 
politicaJ orientation and has begun to 
deal with how to defeat imperialism all 
over the world! This formation is 
definitely a great thing to happen, 
especially because of the sharpening 
situation in the world where both impe­
rialist governments, the U.S. and the 
USSR, are facing a deteriorating situa­
tion as they prepare to redivide the world 
in an upcoming world war. Now the other 
side to this horror they are preparing for 
is that there are revolutionary struggles 
developing in the oppressed countries and 
sparks flying in the imperialist countries. 

However, there has been one t~ing lack­
ing - the leadership of the international 
proletariat and its line has not yet gained 
the upper hand. I think the formation of 
this leading center around a unified line is 
the beginning step in being able to 
strengthen the ability of the· international 
proletariat to fight the imperialists and 
really win some territory from them and 
thus be able to put us in a better position 
to seize enough strategic parts of the 
world before the imperialists plunge the 
world's people into a nuclear holocaust. 
In a sense, the international proletariat 
can now begin to act in its own interests in 
a unified and organized way and really 
bring full meaning to the fact that pro­
letarians have nothing to lose but their 
chains and they do indeed have a world to 
win. I am sure that the formation of this 
leading organization was forged through 
a great amount of struggle and am very 
impressed with the level of unity achiev­
ed. I have talked to many people who 
have become cynical about the possibility 
of genuine revolution and blame it on the 
setback that took place in China and the 
Soviet Union. But now the trend of op­
posing all forms of imperialism and striv­
il!g for a vision of world revolution is 
making itself known once again and this 
can perhaps awaken some of those who 
were embittered by the actions of the revi­
sionists. 

Another thing that is quite exciting is 
the task that the excerpts from the 
Declaration speaks to about helping the 
formation of new Marxist-Leninist par­
ties and the strengthening of existing 
ones. Some Central Americans with 
whom I have talked to lately are kind of 
demoralized about the situation in Cen­
tral America because they have a certain 
straight-line view and an expectation that 
the revolutionary· struggle was going to 
reach the top and be free of the imperial­
ists during the upsurges in 1980-81. 
Along with this thinking is that all you 
have to do is take up a gun and everything 
will be solved .. The road to full liberation 

The successful conclusion of the Second International Conference of the Marxist­
Leninist Parties and Organisations, the formation of tfie Revolutionary Internationalist 
Movement and the Declaration released by the 14 parties and organizations who formed 
and signed that Declaration is a major leap ideologically, politicilly and organizational­
ly. We Haitian revolutionaries of the Hl\itian International Revolutionary Group 
(GRIA) uphold and _fully support these steps, because this is a sign of political maturity 
and the willingness of Marxist-Leninists around the world to take responsibility for the 
whole movement, and their willingness to, as stated in the message to the imprisoned 
fighters for revolution: " . . . further uniting our ranks, by further grounding our 
revolutionary determination in a scientific understanding of the nature, means and goal 
of the class struggle, we can, together, help hasten the destruction of the forces of dark­
ness and advance forward in our glorious battle to build a world without classes and ex­
ploitation." Indeed this should be the task of all those who want to destroy the forces of 

·darkness. 
Together will all the other revolutionaries who formed this Revolutionary Interna­

tionalist Movement and put out this Declaration, we dare to rise to the challenge, to 
start taking steps to form our own proletarian internationalist organization·, anfoterna­
tional of a new type based on the science of Marxism-Leninism, Mao Tsetung Thought 
and with that daring spirit we urge other advanced proletarians and genuine revolu­
tionaries to also rise to the challenge of participating in the P.rocess of building this inter­
national organization, of developing a general line for the movement .and hastening the 
developmeru of revolution both in their own countries and internationally. We of 
GRIA truly think that the Declaration of the Revolutionary Internationalist Movemeni 
is a step in that direction; it 's a powerful blast to all bourgeois elements, imperialists, op-· 
poi:tunists and revisionist forces and at the same time it 's a weapon all genuine revolu­
tionary forces should uphold and fight· for. For us one way to wage this struggle is to 
take up the call to propagate and struggle over this Declaration upon its release, t<;> ac­
tively participate in the worldwide fundraising drive and the adoption of the common 
May Day slogans on May First. We urge all revolutionary elements to join the Revolu­
tionary Internationalist Movement in fulfilling this noble task; we urge them to wield 
this powerful missile against the forces of reaction and darkness. We must also continue 
to struggle among ourselves (the genuine Marxist-Leninist forces) to further our 
ideological, political and organizational unity and thus achieve our noble aim of break­
ing our chains and winning the world. This is no small task but collectively we can do it if 
we base ourselves on the science of Marxism-Leninism, Mao Tsetung Thought and dare 
do the impossible - storm heaven. 

is not quite that simple. In the meantime, 
political questions arose about the leader­
ship and how to move forward and the 
Soviet Union was beckoning th·e masses 
with this easy road of peaceful com­
promise. The masses were not very 
prepared to consciously come to the 
forefront and put its line at •the head of 
things nor able to-distinguish a wrong line 
from a correct line. So, no matter how 
much people were swept into the struggle 
and took up arms when they thought they 
never would before, there still remains 
the crucial element of having a vanguard 
force based on Marxism-Leninism, Mao 
Tsetung Thought. 

I am not saying that all the problems 
and complex questions involved in how 
to make revolution on a world scale are 
solved automatically just by the forma­
tion of this movement. However, I do 
think that we can now really lend strength 
to those places where the masses a(e 
fighting through the chains of imperial-

• ism. I have heard it raised again and again 
· about how it is very difficult to wage 

struggle against the U.S. imperialists 
because of the backwardness of the op­
pressed countries economically and 
politically, and because of this they say it 
is okay to rely on the Soviet Union to get 
rid of the J.J .S. It is not just simply telling 
them that you have to rely on yourself 
and rely on the masses, because we still do 
have to resolve the question of how do 
you chart out a correct course of making 
genuine revolution in the oppressed 
countries. This is why I think that the 
message to the Communist Party of Peru 
is significant because here is a party who' s 

. going up against the intense pressure to 
capitulate to one or another imperialist 
and leading the people of a small country 
to developing their own war against all 
imperialism. This is like _a budding rose 
that people worldwide need to take note 
of and learn from. 

Also, when such a thfog emerges, we 
have to realize that they are also being 
surrounded andjt is very encouraging for 
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them to see that there is a proletarian in­
ternationalist pole supporting them. It 
seems that the Revolutionary Interna­
tionalist Movement can now draw from 
the experience gained by the Communist 

1 Party of Peru and the struggle the masses 
are waging to add to that arsenal of the 
international proletariat, to further in­
crease its fighting capacity.' 
· I think that the Resolutions are very 
significant in that it wasn't just super­
ficial support statements, but what I 
believe reflects some real thought on how 
to help advance things where revolu­
tionary forces are trying very hard to 
break through. Supporting the stand of 
Chfang Ching and Chang Chun-chiao 
because they have refused to back down 
on their support of Mao and his line will 
certainly give inspiration to those subver-

. sives in China who are waiting rfor the 
moment to seize the stage back from the 
revisionists. The statement to the Palesti­
nian people is one that gives a certain 
guidance on how to view the struggle at 
this time and what happened after the in­
vasion of West Beirut. This is very impor­
tant for them to know and equally impor­
tant for people worldwide to support 
their just struggle. · 

Just to look into the future a little bit, 
one thing thllt has always troubled me is 
how to make revolution throughout the 
world and protect and expand on 
spreadiog socialism when one country is 
able to seize power from the imperialists. 
The actual situation is that these socialist 
countries have been encircled by reac­
tionary forces and they are always trying 
to take it back by attacking it. Maybe this 
seems like a dream of some kind, but I 
really do -Chink that it seems now that we 
might be able to scale the heights to sur­
round the imperialists. It wouldn't be bad 
at all for the reactionary imperialists to 
feel isolated and surrounded by a com­
munist conspiracy. It would be quite fine 
indeed if an internationalist army could 
be sent to those places where they need 
this kind of SUPJ,?Ort, and there is a need to 



fight a decisive battle. Of course this 
army's strength comes from having a cor­
rect line. 

In a certain sense the formation of the 
Revolutionary Internationalist Move­
ment is completed, but there is stiJI the 
complete Declaration to come out on 
May First, and also the proletariat here, 
and around the world, needs to know that 
there is such a movement. It needs to be 
taken into their own hands. This is where 
there is much to do. Sometimes when one 
lives in an impi;rialist country so long, 
you take a lot of things for granted and 
forget there are things you have that peo­
ple in other countries don't have access 
to. For example, the ability to print 
literature and other press is not a given in 
some of the oppressed countries. So, if 
the imperialists are going to suck u·p the 
wealth from the rest of the world through 
exploitation, then we here should siphon 
some of that to be used against them. I 
would like to really urge that proletarians 
as well as other social strata here con­
tribute money to support the Revolu­
tionary Internationalist Movement, and 
when people in other parts of the globe 
hear about this, they will feel inspired to 
know that even in this bastion of reac­
tion, there is a proletariat conscious of its 
class loyalties and standing with forces 
worldwide to put an end to imperialism. 

Proletarian internationalist 
from Central America 

San Francisco 

••••• 

Speaking up and out, only a fool would 
not speak up for his or her life, or set 
around waiting for bombs to fall or 
without letting the world know how one 
feels about oppression, starvation, 

murder, and aggression going on around 
the world for instance in El Salvador and 
Central America, Iran, Turkey, Colom­
bia just to name a few of more than 40 
outbreaks of war in itself on this planet 
made and designed by the two so-called 
superpowers, which is the imperialist 
U.S. and imperialist U.S.S.R. playing 
games with the lives of every one of us on 
earth; power doesn't mean play god. 

Let me take time now to say that I 
welcome and support the Revolutionary 
Internationalist Movement formed in 
March. I also give them credit for having 
foresight for trying to bring about a 
positive world order without blowing the 
people of this Planet to hell. 

Most of all aggression, oppression, 
starvation, rapes and murders are design­
ed by the system and are going on in this 
country and I know this from my own liv­
ing experience in this land what imperial­
ists will do if you keep your mouth shut, 
so why not speak out. I've always spoken 
out in ways, not always in words but in 
action also. Even in I %6 when I was · 
drafted I refused to be part of the aggres­
sion and oppression that was being 
spread by this imperialist system and still 
being spread even more so now in other 
countries and against other people of this 
planet, so instead of outright murder, op­
pression, aggresssion being spread by me 
I went to prison and did 2-1 /2 to 5. 

I can't see doing what I don't want 
done to me as a human being, I am more 
than glad to be able to speak out and call 
for the support and donations to support 
the Revolutionary Internationalist Move­
ment, in giving us the chance to express 
our opinions when I am not able to carry 
out thoughts and opinions in any other 
way. 

A Black Proletarian of Detroit 

••••• 
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Support the Revolutionary Interna­
tionalist Movement! Marxism-Leninism, 
Mao Tsetung Thought is the road that all 
proletarians have to follow, since it sup­
ports and builds all types of demonstra­
tions, struggles, and protests, and always 
springs forward to help the progress of 
the masses. Today more than ever people 
have a lot to learn, especially what is real 
dialectical materialism; I'm aware of this 
because I'm an internationalist revolu­
tionary. 

••••• 

A Salvadoran 
Houston, Texas 

The struggles of all the peoples of the 
world are the liberation of the proletariat 
of the world, and the Revolutionary In­
ternationalist Movement is now adding 
its force to the fight to destroy capitalism. 

We proletarians support all just strug­
gles. Therefore we will fight until the final 
victory for the entire world as one. 

••••• 

A Salvadorei\o 
Houston, Texas 

The new International! This is ex­
cellent, but will be better still as it echoes 
throughout the world. The formation of 
the Revolutionary Internationalist Move­
ment appears to be an immediate necessi­
ty required by the world situation, and 
also required by the necessity that we 
build our tasks in struggling for power on 
a strong foundation. 

Today in the '80s, more than ever, we 
have the possibility to struggle together; 
to move faster toward worldwide revolu­
tion, realizing as well that there is much to 
learn from the failings and sufferings in 
the pas~. But it is now that proletarians of 

all the world must unite ourselves, and 
hold up a correct general Jin~ of 
Marxism-Leninism, Mao 'rsetung 
Thought. 

The struggle in Peru, in El Salvador, 
and the struggle of the Palestinian people 
aren't different from each other. But now 
we must develop A unity and a general line 
that is truly communist. 
jViva la lucha en Peru! 
jArriba la lucha en Estados Unidos! 
jArriba el internacionalismo! 
I Viva la nuevo Movimiento 
Revoluci6nario Inte;nacionalista! 

••••• 

2 Salvadorans 
Houston, Texas 

I think the Revolutionary Interna­
tionalist Movement can bring basic unity 
to the world. It will make the oppressed 
very much stronger to accelerate the 
struggle for world communism. For the 
whole world to be communist, to gather 
our strength and unity - that is our 
future. 

A Pissed-off Jamaican Youth 
Houston, Texas 

•••••• 
When I first heard of the Revolu­

tionary Internationalist Movement, my 
first thought was this is really heavy. The 
very thought of all these parties struggl­
ing over line, and being able to unite 
around a common goal - the elimination 
of worldwide imperialism and the 
establishment of socialism and on to the 
final goal of worldwide Communism. It 
came to me that this is really making a 
statement; it says we are an organized 
force that's· becoming more organized 

Continued on page 8 
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Messages 
Continued from page 7 

every day. And if you've ever wondered 
about what exactly is internationalism, 
this is it. Not just individual parties in in­
dividual countries, but united with par­
ties around the globe, actually united 
with the proletariat around the world. 
Think about the proletariat in all these 
different places raising the same slogan in 
unison on May First, not to mention the 
Declaration being printed in 22 languages 
being distributed that day, both hitting at 
the very gut of reaction. That's inspiring 
as hell. 

With the imperialists' feverish moves 
towards world war, they can't do this in 
isolation. What I mean by this, they are 
caught in a contradiction which is, as they 
prepare for their war, they have to 
bludgeon the proletariat and the oppress­
ed nationa lities into submission. As Mao 
said, "With regard to the question of 
world war, there are but two possibilities: 
one is that the war will give rise to revolu­
tion and the other is that revolution will 
prevent the war. '' Within this contradic­
tion they are caught in, great oppor­
tunities open up. There is no way of 
foreseeing which weak link will break. It 
may not be in the U.S. first, but wherever 
it should weaken, we should hit hard. 
And this year May Day becomes even 
more significant for the advanced pro­
letariat in this country and on a world 

scale to step up and step out on the 
political stage. In this you.can see that this 
movement is right on time. 

We have to know that this is a hell of a 
beginning, but that it is going to require a 
lot of work and struggle. It can't be seen 
as a straight line forward and all the prob­
lems are solved. For example, I've talked 
to some Black masses in this country and 
they don' t quite agree that opportunities 
are opening up for some fundamental 
changes because they look around them 
and observe the lack of motion in their 
own community or amongst their own 
nationality. I think that their view has to 
be much broader, into the international 
scene and begin to judge the possibilities 
from that vantage point. Now, if this is a 
question to be struggled out here, then 
I'm sure this must be a question in other 
countries also. So, it seems that there 
needs to be a lot done in every country to 
more fully arm people with a proletarian 
internationalist view and what this really 
means. I was very enthused about the 
coming out of an international journal 
because this is a very concrete way of 
debating over key questions facing us. 

Those of us who happen to live here 
must really rise to the challenge and put 
preparation first. We indeed have a role 
to play in this process. The formation of 
this organization doesn't mean we have 
got it all together. It means we work 
harder to raise our own political 
understanding. But the rewards that we 
see from past experience are great. 

I used to think that dealing with the dif­
ferent lines in the international com-

munist movement was none of my 
business and too difficult to understand. 
But the formation of the Revolutionary 
Internationalist Movement does pose 
some new challenges for the proletariat in 
this country. This worldwide movement 
is ours, and we had better take part in 
contributing to it and taking up the strug­
gle to achieve an even more higher under­
standing of what it's going to take to 
defeat imperialism worldwide. I've been 
reading parts of the book, For A Harvest 
of Dragons, by Bob Avakian and I think 
that it has shed some light on why forging 
even further forward on applying 
Marxism-Leninism, Mao T setu11g 
Thought. is so important. I think that 
other people should really study this book 
too. 
~y own experien~e in taking this out to 

the advanced at this point has been 
_limited. But the response I have gotten is 
that people see this as a real accomplish­
ment and want to get into how it 
develops further. When you think of the 
press conference a!:J..d the U.S. media not 
attending, you know straight-up why 
they were consciously.boycotting. This is 
their way of downplaying the significance 
of it. But what's rising in opposition to 
the Bourgeoisie's plan for the masses is 
something they will not be able to ignore 
in the future. The media of the U.S. im­
perialists doesn't want it to be known that 
they are realizing their worst nightmare, 
"Proletarian Internationalism," the ad­
vancea in one country is working along 
with the advanced in other CGUntries 
towards the final demise of imperialism. 

Rally At Chapel Hill. 
A very successful " Rally Against 

Women's Oppression" was held at the 
University of North Carolina in Chapel 
Hill on March 15th (IWD always falls 
during spring break). Sponsored by the 
Anti-Imperialist Organizing Committee, 
the Internationalist Bookstore and the 
Women's Book Exchange, and including 
supporters of the RCP, the rally at­
tracted a constant group of about 75 
people, and a sh ifting crowd of hun­
dreds. To grasp the significance of this 
rally in th is small southern college 
town, picture dress-shop windows full 
of Scarlett O'Hara-type dresses - "Old 
South Balls" are a highlight of the 
social season on fraternity row, with the 
men wearing Confederate uniforms! 
Picture also red ribbE>ns hung by a 
women's group at various sites on cam­
pus where women have been raped, 
with most hanging on dorms to 
demonstrate the prevalence of date 
rape. 

A Black feminist began the rally by 
questioning why the oppression of 

women is generally considered less im­
portant than other forms of oppression, 
saying, "When the Sandinistas fought 
for the liberation of Nicaragua, as they 
should have, they were not accused of 
being selfish. Why should we be accus­
ed of selfishness when we fight for our 
liberation?" An RCP supporter, wearing 
an IWD T-shirt (labeled "vicious" by a 
local revisionist), said "Once every eight 
minutes in this country a woman is 
raped - ah, the good life In America! " 
Perhaps it was such statements which 
led the campus newspaper to cover the 
rally with an editorial entitled, 
"Fanaticism Unhealthy and Offensive." 
(Indeed, one jock-type was so offended 
that he demanded the rally be inter­
rupted so that he could announce that 
he personally did not oppress women!) 
Other speakers included a disen­
chanted ex-Peace Corps worker who 
described the life of women in Benin 
and a woman who read a poem by Alice 
Walker. 

One measure of the rally's impact in 

Old~FashiOned Bullets 
New· Fashioned Ballots 
Continued from page t 

enough, but it was compounded many 
times over. Many of the polling places 
failed to open at the scheduled time, while 
others closed early. Pollwatchers 
reported that there were too few ballots at 
a significant number of the places; in one 
location, there were thousands of people 
in Line, a nd slightly more than one hun­
dred ballots available. A large number of 
the ballots were "lost" and are now being 
discovered - in many cases, already 
marked - in rivers, fields and other 
unusual receptacles. This situation ap­
pears to be mainly the result of heighten­
ed infighting a mong the comprador par­
ties, as each poll official tried to figure 
out how best to advance his own party's 
interests at the expense of the others. And 
the fighting was fierce at the top levels of 
the electoral game. For example, the vice­
president of the Central- ·Election Coun­
cil, who is a Christian Democrat, fired the 
head technician, who is a member of 
ARENA, and called in the security forces 
to make sure the technician left the 
premises. 

As a result of all this, several of th~ 
smaller parties began calling for an an-

nulment of the election. At one poin.t, 
even the leading Christian Democrats, 
claiming that they should have had over 
500J'o of the vote and been able to avoid a 
run-off, threatened to protest and over­
turn the results. At that point, named and 
unnamed U.S. officials began reiterating 
the scenario they had called for prior to 
the election, and U.S. Ambassador 
Thomas R. Pickering's statement that 
" We have consistently said that there will 
be no first-round winner" was repeated 
many times. In other words, any 
challenge to the election would have torn 
asunder the already quite threadbare 
cloak of " legitimacy" that it was meant 
to serve. And besides, it was time to begin 
the hammering process - first used two 
years ago by then-ambassador Deane 
Hinton - whereby the U.S. embassy 
threatens, pressures and cajoles the 
various party leaders (not to mention giv­
ing direct orders to them) so as to bro~er 
some form of mutual compromise 
government that, it is hoped, will hold 
together somehow. Thus, the candidates 
began to speak about the upcoming run­
off election in April or May (between 
Duarte and D' Aubuisson), and Duarte 
himself loudly confirmed that the Chris-

•• " t' I\ 

the area wa~ the appearance of folk 
singer Holly Near, in town for a concert. 
She urged support for Nicaragua, and 
for many other issues from gay rights to 
world peace. While her statement was 
the high point of the rally for many, 
some feminists and ACP supporters 
were disturbed that she barely discuss· 
ed -the particular oppression of women, 
and an RCP supporter disputed Near's 
view that getting rid of Reagan is the 
most important task of 1984. 

Today, several weeks after the rally, 
controversy about it st ill rages in the 
campus newspaper. While there were 
quite contradictocy opinions among ral­
ly organizers as to the origin of 
women's oppression and its eventual 
solution, the highly-charged atmosphere 
was the result of a conscious decision 
to make the rally such a strong ex­
posure of the condition of women that 
would serve as an indictment of both 
the line that "Equal rights is the prob­
lem, ERA is the solution," and the tradi­
tional left (revisionist-inspired) liqulda-

tian Democrats would accept the elec­
tion, since to do otherwise would ''in­
valid.ate not only the election but the will 
of the Salvadoran people." 

It appears that exercising discretion in 
commenting on this election is a prime re­
quirement of both U.S. officials and the 
U.S. free press. Thus, there is no mention 
of the fact that the estimated turnout of 

- the voters amounts to less than half of the 
potential voter estimate announced by 
the Central Election Council prior to the 
election. Neither is it announced that out 
of261 municipalities in the country, 89 of 
them (340J'o) had no election organized, 
since they were firmly under the control 
of the armed opposition. Prior to the 
election, Social Democratic and revi­
sionist leaders of the FDR (Democratic 
Revolutionary Front) had tried to pro­
mise that the opposition forces would 
"respect" the election and some had even 
called for a "truce" in its honor; there 
were even stories of certain guerrjlla 
organizations urging people to vote in 
disputed areas. All of this was, of course, 
part of the strategy of compromise and 
negotiation that is being pursued by the 
leadership of the opposition. However, it 
appears that there was disagreement over 
how to deal with the election, as many of 
the roads and highways were blocked, 
" cedu/as," or ID cards, required in order 
to vote, were confiscated in some areas 
(and in some cases, were stamped by the 
guerrillas to make it appear as if the card­
holder had actually gone and v.oted), . . . 

One otlier point I would like to raise 
and that is that the Revolutionary Inter­
nationalist Movement has announced the 
launching of a worldwide fund drive to 
the furthering of the unity of the Com­
munists. I am calling on all of you who 
think and dream of a new kind of world, 
who find that even in the best of times life 
for us is a living hell under the boot of im­
perialism, when they lie to us and say that 
things are getting better, most of us ask 
the question, better for who? In short, if 
we really want to get rid of life-dra ining 
s_hit we have got to act today, we have got 
to act today to prepare our ranks and , 
share in the preparation for the accelera­
tion of world revolution, ... to. draw in 
and win new soldiers, as a part of caHy­
ing this out we need to make" gr~at 
sacrifice. Most of us don't have a lo t of 
money because we are the' proletariat and 
from the oppressed nationalities, but 
every day of our lives we are told it is our 
duty to keep this bloodsucking system 
alive, they say we must sacrifice and 
sacrifice. Well, I think the time has long 
past for us to sacrifice for.them. What we 
must do is sacrifice to get rid of them. We 
must dig down deep and contribute 
financially to the task involved in further­
ing the unity of the Revolutionary Inter­
nationalist Movement. ·( myself will give 
all that I can, I call on you to do the same. 

From a Black revolutionary woman 
looking forward to putting 

imperialism into its grave 
all around the world. 

California 

tion of women's oppression."-
A significant issue debated in the 

course of o~ganizing the rally was the 
relationship between the necessity for 
women to take the initiative in eman· 
cipating themselves, and the necessity 
for men to take the Initiative in fight ing 
against male supremacist ideology. 
Most of the women felt that a contem­
porary manifestation of male 
chauvinism among pol itically advanced 
men Is ·the view that support for the in· 
itiative of women is enough - the bot­
tom line being that women's oppress ion 
is still a women's issue. The women 
struggle<:! for greater Initiative by the 
men, and some men did rise to the oc· 
casion. 

Altogether, it was a very successful 
event. 

An RCP·supporter 
Chapel Hill, NC_ 

and . there was sporadic fighting in a 
number of municipalities where the 
voting was supposed to take place. 

This occurred amidst a concerted ef­
fort on the part of the U.S. to intimidate 
the opposition troops and Nicaragua in 
conjunction with the Salvadoran elec­
tion. U.S. paratroopers conducted an 
Emergency Deployment Readiness Exer­
cise - described as preparations for 
short-notice flights into combat condi­
tions in Central America - by dropping 
into Honduras for three days of 
maneuvers to coincide with the elections. 
This was the capper to a full week of 
military announcements and threats. The 
action involved: the n~w deployr:nent of 
Green Berets " training" their Honduran 
counterinsurgency counterparts on the 
border; the arrival of three American 
warships in the Caribbean; the announce­
ment that Ocean .Venture '84, the largest 
naval exercises yet in the Caribbean, will 
begin April 20 to " enhance the percep­
tion of the capability of the U.S. to pro­
ject military power" ; the announcement 
that a series of exercises called Grenadier 
I (coincidentally sounding very similar to 
a certain Caribbean island recently invad­
ed by U.S. forces) will begin April l and 
may involve Guatemalan, Salvadoran, 
and Panamanian troops in addition to 
those from .the U.S. and Honduras. 

As we have noted before, this election 
is particularly instructive in answering the 
question "Where does political power 
come from?" 0 
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On the evening of Thursday, March 
8th, International Women's Day, the 
young proletarian from El Salvador 
walked through the gates of a medium­
sized computer assembly plant in the 
Silicon Valley wearing a T-shirt with an 
image of a furious lioness on the front 
and "Desencadenar la Furia de la Mujer 
como una Fuerza Poderosa para la 
Revoluci6n" ("Unleash the Fury of 
Women as a Mighty Force For Revolu­
tion") on the back. This was not simply 
an act of solidarity with the struggle of 
women or just a show of defiance in the 
bowels of the monster whose tentacles 
reach out to strangle his native land. In 
our interview with Juan sometime after 
IWD, and with a Mexican co-worker 
from another shift, an image began to 
emerge of a small, yet potentially very 
significant group of class-conscious pro­
letarian immigrants working in one of the 
most strategic of imperialist industries. 
What their sentiments, thoughts, and ac­
tions attest to is the rather fertile ground . 
for the spread of revolutionary and inter­
nationalist sentiments and outlook here 
in California's Silicon Valley, where the 
wonders of modern technological pro­
duction rest on the foundation of the 
most backward and decrepit social rela­
tions, in particular the subordination and 
oppression of women, especially im­
migrants from Mexico, Central America 
and Vietnam. 

The following are excerpts from 
separate interviews conducted witlf 
Jorge, a Mexican worker in this 30s who 
has worked in the Silicon Valley for five 
years and Juan, from El Salvador and in 
his early 20s. 

••••• 
From Jorge we found out about some 

of the conditions in this plant which 
employs 3-400 workers on each of two 
shifts. This medium-sized assembly plant 
is typical of similar labor intensive opera­
tions which employ mainly unskilled 
women workers and semi-skilled men. In 
the Silicon Valley there are as many as 
4-500 plants of this size with similar con­
ditions. 

On the day shift, where Jorge works, 
the majority of the workers are women 
(Juan works on the evening shift where 
there is a larger percentage of men). Most 
women do assembly work, which is the 
least skilled and the lowest paid. Many 
make just the minimum, $3.35 an hour. 
After working for three years they might 
be making all of $3.80. There are quota 
sheets. These are closely watched by the 
supervisors. In order to get a raise of even 
I 5¢ you have to show a big increase in 
production on the quota sheet. 

Added to the pressures of low wages 
and the constant tension of the quota 
~.heet is the misery of forced overtime. 

Jorge explained, "There is a line made up but only after revolution had .been won. 
mostly of women where failure to work Juan opposed this thinking as really an 
overtime resulted in punishment. For ex- excuse to keep things the way they are. 
ample, when the work slows down people The desire for revolution, to overturn 
might get laid off two or three weeks, and the present oppressive order of things, 
these periodic layoffs go to those who compelled Juan to look into the question 
refuse to work overtime in busy times." of women's oppression. "I am trying to 
Jorge explained that he himself is not get more of an understanding of both 
caught up in the pressure for forced over- why it is important for women to be able 
time nor are most of the men who are to be part of the revolutionary movement 
more skilled workers, and thus have more as well as what it's actually going to take 
leeway in the plant. But the women can be to do so. Women have a very important 
replaced easier and thus have more role. They are part of the moving things 
pressure on them. After several months forward . To be able to do that, you need 
of 7-day work weeks during the busy to bring forward some of these women 
period, the women had a work stoppage and change the ways of men at the same 
to protest. Then, "the company put an ad time." 
in the newspaper and began interviewing For many who come to the U.S., the 
people - a lot of people showed up - enormous contrast between the material 
but they actually only hired a few because abundance here and the extreme poverty 
they were really just trying to intimidate in places like Central America and Mex-
the women." As to the excuse given for ico blinds them from seeing the oppres-
these conditions forced upon women sion here, let alone taking up the struggle 
that, after all, they are not working out of against it. Juan encountered this kind of 
necessity but only to make extra money, sentiment in the plant - "There are lots 
Jorge scoffed, "The vast majority (of of people, each searching for a way to 
women) work because the husband alone survive because where they came from 
can't make it. But little is left to them, they were oppressed, and they believe 
because most have children . . . and they that once here with a job ahd some money 
pay $40 or $50 a week in babysitting. For they are no longer oppressed, but yes they 
the women who are single they have a are." 
tough battle." Not that Juan was not himself greatly 

Of course the oppression the women influenced by the immense gap between 
face is in addition to the national oppres- conditions here, and say, El Salvador. 
sion all immigrant workers suffer, par- While this has raised doubts in his mind 
ticularly those from Latin America who about the possibility of revolution here, it 
are faced with the stepped-up raids by the has also brought to the fore in his think-
immigration authorities. ing a very important point: " ... There 

It was into this situation that a rather does not exist nearly as much oppression 
defiant young Salvadoran stepped and here as in our country. But yes, one can 
began arousing both controversy and in- see that from this country comes oppres-
terest in discussing the revolutionary sion over other countries around the 
struggle in his homeland. Jorge described 1 world . ... We must try to change that 
how some younger Salvadoran im- situation that today rules over·the whole 
migrants challenged the influence of world." 
some conservative Salvadorans in the Over a period of time, Juan became 
plant, "This was a family that feared, more conscious of the oppression of 
was very much against, revolution. I women here. "There are no possibilities 
believe they had relatives in the govern- for women in this society as I see it. I see 
ment over there. But when the others that nothing is easy for them because as 
(Juan and other young Salvadorei\os) ar- much as they work on the j,ob as much 
rived they left them speechless." Soon discrimination is put on them. If I was 
after, the conservative family left like the majority of people and had a wife 
altogether. With discussion about revolu- and kids, whatever the husband says the 
tion more prevalent in the plant among wife would have to do. If she doesn't 
the Salvadoran workers, other workers listen he beats her or whatever to make 
were drawn into discussion. In all this her do what he says. I really think that is 
Juan played a quite open and active role. bad. That kind of oppression of women 

When IWD approached, Juan took an should not be allowed to exist . .. and 
active interest and an active role in raising perhaps, I believe we will be able to do 
it. However, the step to take up IWD and something to change all of that." Juan 
the struggle against the oppression of had already seen some transformation 
women did not get taken either take place in El Salvador as a result of the 
automatically nor without opposition. In war there, where many of the previously 
addition to having to fight the weight of sacred social relations had begun to break 
tradition which holds that one only fights down and women had entered actively in-
around one's own oppression, Juan fac- to the struggle. 
ed criticism from other revolutionary- On the eve of IWD Juan bought two 

she did not wear the shirt to work. She 
felt the risk to herself and her two 
children, one who lives here and the other 
in El Sal~ador, was too great. Never­
theless, Juan wore the shirt himself to the 
night shift. Afterward, Juan' played 
down reaction to the shirt at work, but 
according to another worker in the plant 
it set off considerable discussion among 
the mostly male workers on the night 
shift. Some people said, "Women's 
liberation is a good thing in general, but 
I'm not sure about that picture of the 
pouncing lioness, isn't that a bit too 
much?" 

Though Juan did ·not appear to be 
overly deterred by the obstacles and 
tough questions which have been posed 
to him, actually taking up the question of 
women's oppression and revolution has 
brought some of his own questions · 
strongly to the fore. In particular, Juan 
had a strong disagreement with a section 
in the RCP Programme dealing with 
abortion. "I believe that this (abortiofi) is 
bad, because we have come into the 
world, many others have that right as 
well. We must not deprive others of life. 
For me, the government here, as well as in 
many other countries suppresses us, 
deprives us of liberty, the right to let 
another enter the world, to give new life. 
We don't know what (that person) will 
do, but we know that he will follow after 
us." 

The discussion and struggle that en­
sued touched on the naked hypocrisy of 
the bourgeoisie who oppose abortion 
while carrying out widespread forced 
sterilization. The issue of birth control in 
China served as a useful illustration of 
how different classes view this question . . 
Birth control in formerly socialist China 
was promoted and struggled over as an 
important aspect of the battle to over­
throw the conditions of women's oppres­
sion. Today birth control in revisionist · 

. China has more to do with better utilizing 
women's labor power as a commodity, 
and is imposed increasingly through coer­
cion and punishment. 

The discussion also began to hit on the 
question of just how profoundly the 
"traditional role" of women would be 
transformed through proletarian revolu­
tion, or whether the fight against 
women's oppression would be just a 
fashionable means of drawing women in­
to the ranks of the revolution . 

These and other questions stimulated a 
desire for further study. 0 

minded Salvadorans who held that T-shirts, one for himself, and one for a 
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Jet 
Propulsion 
Lab 
Continued from page 5 
Center, and kept the faculty pretty much 
in the dark about the nature and purpose 
of tl)e center. As word had slowly leaked 
out about what the center would do a 
loud protest had arisen on the campus. 

At the end of the January faculty 
meeting, a "sheepish" President 
Goldberger gave the results to the press 
- a faculty resolution passed almost 
unanimously that read: "We recommend 
that once Cal Tech's present com­
mitments have been carried out, Cal Tech 
divest itself of the Arroyo Center ex­
peditiously and in a responsible fashion 
at the earliest possible time." 

Now, technically the Cal Tech faculty 
does not have the power to order 
severance of the Arroyo Center from JPL 
(as Prov<;>st Vogt bluntly stated, ' 'The Cal 
Tech Administration does not operate by 
public opinion polls or by votes"). But 
the vote, and the faculty's overall mood, 
had seemingly caught the government 
and the administration by surprise, and 
posed a monumental political problem at 
the prestigious institution. 

Opposition Builds 

Perhaps the opposition to Arroyo 
Center shouldn't have surprised the 
government so much. It must have 
known that sentiment against military 
work, and against the kind of changes in 
the life of the institution that would in­
evitably come with the work, had been 
simmering for some time. Until 1981, 
there had been very little classified 
research or Department of Defense work 
at JPL. But at that time, federal funding 
for deep space science had been slashed 
and the cuts were taking their toll: in early 
1982 JPL was faced with the prospect of 
laying off 1500 of its employees or accep­
ting classified research projects from the 
military. 

A few decades ago satelllt~s were only the stuff that science fiction was made of, today they are a production line ltein. 

Right at the time this was coming to a 
head , General Lew Allen was hired as 
head of JPL. His "credentials" for the 
heretofore civilian science lab job were 
past posts as Air Force Chief of Staff, 
Deputy Director of the CIA, head of the 
National Security Agency, and participa­
tion in the atmospheric testing of nuclear 
weapons. Clearly, the government, team­
ed with the Cal Tech/ JPL administra- · 
tion, had big plans for changing the.. 
character of the place. 

It wasn't long before Cal Tech was 
allowing JPL to accept up to 300/o of its 
budget in the form of classified military 
projects. Included were projects integral 
to the drive by the U.S. to produce overall 
military superiority over the Soviet 
Union: garnering the biggest dolJar 
amoun.ts was the Airland Battle Advanc­
ed Technology Project, new weaponry 
for a land war in Europe and other parts 
of the world; other secret projects such as 
Talon Gold and the Autonomous 
Spacecraft programs took on antisatellite 
and other space war work, while parts of 
the lab began work on improved com­
mand and control systems such as the 
Electro-Optical Sensor, for remote 
surveillance. 

Already, these projects had generated 
anger among some. According to an in­
ternal faculty memorandum obtained by 
the Los Angeles Times, one faculty 
member rose at a faculty board meeting 
in October 1981, and asked Cal Tech 
president Marvin L. Goldberger whether 
the institute should right then consider 
withdrawing from JPL. Goldberger 
replied, "It is welJ to recognize that 500'/o 
of the general budget (of Cal Tech) comes 
from federal sources and 200/o from the 
JPL overhead." This not-so-diplomatic 
waving of the federal funding stick was 
apparently enough to squelch the idea at 
the time. 

But the issue was far from dead on the 
campus which had at one time included 
Carl Sagan on its faculty, and which has 
long been the home of an active chapter 
of the progressive periodical Science for 
the People. One Cal Tech professor com­
plained to a local Pasadena paper: "The 
grassroots campus had almost nothing to 
say about it all. There were always 

pseudo-discussions while the trustees did 
as they wanted." In the fall of 1982, 
scientists and engineers at both Cal Tech 
and JPL took out a full-page ad in the 
L.A. Times supporting the nuclear freeze 
position. About 1500 signatures were put 
to the statement. Such a position was not 
exactly the same as an outright rejection 
.of military research - indeed, the freeze 
proposal inherently allows for certain 
kinds of "good," "stabilizing" or 
"defensive" weaponry and to some 
scientists the freeze was therefore a way 
to justify "good" military reserach. 
Nonetheless, the ad was another clear in­
dicator that all was not harmony between 
the government's military-oriented plans 
for Cal Tech I JPL, and some of the facul­
ty and staff who were supposed to imple-
ment them. · 

Sometime in mid-1983 it became 
known on campus that the government 
and administration had secretly establish­
ed working plans for a new project, 
qualitatively different, and to many, 
qualitatively more dangerous, than ex­
isting programs. Since the news was not 
formally announced it is not known how 
the existence of plans for Arroyo Center 
became public knowledge. But however it 
was leaked, the news was decidedly upset­
ting to many (while many others, of 
course, seem to have supported the pro­
posed project: it is known that the ad­
ministration conferred secretly with a 
faculty board at least once during the 
year). 

In the fall of 1983, a few on campus 
learned that Richard Montgomery had 
been hired as the head of the new think 
tank. Rumors about the purpose of the 
Center flew furiously, some of which 
turned out to be exaggerated, but many 
turned out to have validity. When the 
purposes of the center were announced 
finally by Montgomery in February 1984, 
this is how they were described - the 
Center would study: 

• Problems and constraints faced by 
the army in the future; "what kind of ar­
my wilJ it be." 

• "How should the army be manned 
and trained?" 

• "How the army is to fight." 
• Development of logistics. -
Evidently, these are sweeping ques-

tions for the imperialists in the overall 
shaping of the forces that are meant to 
fight World War 3; to some on the cam­
pus they were even worse - far worse -
than the strictly technical weapons pro­
jects which had existed up to that time. 

Furfhermore, many suspected that 
among the army's "problems" in future 
fighting would be development of 
counter-civilian tactics. This was con­
firmed finally by Richard Feyman, a 
physics Nobel Prize winner, who wrote 
this mon'th to the Cal Tech, the sfodent 

paper: 
"A task the army may, constitutional­

ly, be asked to do is control severe civilian 
disturbances. The army came to JPL, ex­
plaining that they really did not know 
how to do this, and one of the things the 
Center (Arroyo Center - R W) might do 
would be to think about how to train their 
soldiers, what weapons to allow, etc., so 
such catastrophies as Kent State could be 
avoided. Thus if they were ever .called 
upon to be in this difficult position, they 
could do it with the least amount of harm 
and misunderstanding.'' 

Feyman added that in his opinion it 
was "good they are thinking about these 
things" but that since there was so much 
misunderstanding of the project, the 
Center should be severed from Cal Tech. 

Not everyone was willing to go through 
such acrobatics in justifying the Arroyo 
Center. Groups of people on campus met 
informally to discuss and oppose the 
Center. One graduate student explained: 

"I was always interested in politics. 
But actually getting involved has come 
out of a sense of crisis in the world. My 
natural tendency would be to let others 
handle the political problems of the world 
and spend my time doing research. But I 
find myself pulled in two directions: on 
the one hand trying to advance human 
knowledge, on the other ... trying to save 
from destruction what humanity has 
already achieved." 

The Bottom Line 

Not all of the opposition to the Center 
by any means has been conscio,usly and 
deliberately antimilitary. There are many 
at the institution who react, rather, to the 
sharp change in the character of the place 
that must accompany any massive influx 
of classified research, military projects, 

. and, put even more broadly, "practical 
science." Indeed, the broadest current of 
opposition probably stems from this sen­
timent. Take Willy Fowler, a long-time 
Cal Tech professor who received the 1983 
Nobel Prize in Physics for work which 
mainly centered on his study of how, in 
the development of the universe, heavier 
elements were built up out of hydrogen 
and helium in the center of stars. In a 
story in the Cal Tech student newspaper, 
Fowler commented that since receiving 
the prize he had been very frequently ask­
ed what practical application his work 
had. He told the paper: "Practical ap­
plications are not what have motivated 
me . . . . " Instead, he said, he had been 
motivated by the goal of ' 'cultural and in­
tellectual contribution to the sum total of 
human knowledge." 

Fowler is decidedly out of step with to­
day's American scientific spirit. The head 
of the American Association for the Ad­
vancement of Science P\lt Jt tbis way: 
"The government believes . .. research 

will have to produce a positive bottom 
line. And that is clearly a different signal 
than basic science is accustomed to hear­
ing." 

In the period since World War 2, the 
. U.S. government did front a lot of ''pure 
research" in the United States. In a 
general way, this has been part of the 
U.S. drive to be "number one in 
everything." This has taken on added in­
tensity in the space science field, where 
the rival Soviets have always produced 
formidable capabilities of their own. 
Overall, of course, government funding 
and direction of science has been one­
sided and distorted - much of it in direct 
service to economic and military needs of 
empire - stilJ, scientists have had acer­
tain latitude, and have produced exciting 
discoveries. Today, the U.S. wants to 
"reap" this apparatus - to bring to bear 
its best scientists on the problem of win­
ning nuclear war. 

This "reaping" of the scientific ap­
paratus is seen by many at Cal Tech as 
more like "raping." Some of the 
broadest concerns expressed in the op­
position to the Arroyo Center were on the 
effect it would have on the character of 
life at Cal Tech, on the quality of its 
reputation for scientific work, and on its 
relation to an international community of 
scientists. Some of this was raised even 
before too much was known about the 
Arroyo Center and how it would operate; 
but the militarization of science had 
already had its effect on Cal Tech/ JPL, 
and in that context, the Arroyo Center 
justifiably gave rise to nightmares of a 
campus turned into a warren of security 
officers, secret projects and classified in­
formation, which would· not only 
strangle- the kind of open discussion of 
science and ongoing scientific ex­
periments that is valued on the campus, 
but would also automatically exclude the 
many foreign students at Cal Tech from 
the central scientific work of this school 
and of JPL. 

The kind of changes feared at Cal 
Tech/ JPL have already occurred, to 
varying degrees, across the country. The 
staff at the Stanford linear accelerator, 
for example, a prestigious high energy 
particle accelerator which does research 
into the basic structure of matter, recent­
ly burst into hot debate over accepting 
classified research- i.e., resea(ch whose 
results can only be seen by those with 
government security clearances. The 
question of classified research is being 
forced to the fore and is becoming a 
center of controversy in a number of 
fields. And more frequently these days, 
research projects which start out com­
pletely public end up being slapped with 
security classifications - or the scientists 
who try to present papers at international 

' Continued on page 11 

j 



Continued from page t O 

scientific conferences are warned by the 
government that they might violate laws 
regulating the export of high technology. 
Sometimes government pressure goes far 
beyond that. At a fall 1983 conference on 
the vacuum physics, six FBI agents 
registered, demanded that the conference 
organizers not divulge their presence, 
then proceeded to stroll around wearing 
large, old-fashioned earphones; the 
agents ended up making a highly 
publicized arrest of an East German 
physics professor on espionage charges, 
maki~g crystal clear to the scientists in­
volved that times were changing and that 
even at public conference.'i, where no 
classified information was being discuss­
ed, they had better watch who they talk to 
and what they had to say. 

The fear that Cal Tech, too, might 
soon be plopped into this cesspool of 
military security, continues to haunt even 
those who are not sure where they stand 
on accepting military research. 

Slap in the Face 

All of the various currents of opposi­
tion surfaced with a loud bang as the 
January faculty vote to reject the Center 
as part of the institution. And this was 
followed by a Graduate Student Council 
resolution which read in part: 
• "Many graduate students are concern­
ed that much of military research is 
leading the world into an extreme danger. 
Thus, many of them fear that the propos­
ed 'Arroyo Center' could become a 
negative contribution to national securi­
ty." 
• "Many graduate students feel that the 
talent, energy, and resources of the Cal 
Tech community should not be devoted 
to issues of purely military interest." 

The rejection of the Arroyo Center was 
quite a slap in the face to the political/ 
scientific/military authorities heading up 
the U.S. offensive in science. Yet the 
reaction of these authorities has been 
rather restrained. First reactions were 
predictable. General Allen said only that: 
"The tenor and tone of the discussion 
was more strident than we expected." 
Center director Montgomery expressed 
regret: "I think they have hurt 
themselves. I think the faculty should 
welcome the opportunity to help in­
fluence government policy. The com­
bination of Cal-Tech and JPL had 
something unique to offer the Army." 
But then the capper: the administration 
gave in to the faculty ... at least for the 
present. The Arroyo Center will continue 
its present relationship with Cal Tech/ -
J PL until it is "established." After that, 
the promise is that the Center will be 
severed from JPL. Montgomery said: "I 
am accepting as a given that the long­
term plan will not have a formal associa­
tion with Cal Tech and JPL. " General 
Allen elaborated: "We will proceed to 
establish the Center with vigor, and we 
will simultaneously begin discussions 
with the Army to find other ways for us to 
sponsor the activity." 

The kid-gloves treatment of the _f acuity 
protest was also reflected in an editorial 
by the LA. Times, three weeks after the 
vote, titled, "Second Thoughts on Think 
Tanks." The Times' stance was to reluc­
tantly concede to the faculty - and then 
tQ deny that there was anything 
politically threatening to them: "This ac­
tion should not ·be compared to the anti­
military attitudes that have wracked some 
campuses. A· substantial number, 
perhaps a majority, of faculty members 
at Cal Tech have security clearances and 
regularly engage in important research on 
matters related to national security. They 
bring to that work a particular intellec­
tual rigor and has won the institute inter­
national recognition and its faculty 20 
Nobel Prizes." 

The Times, which has been fed plenty 
of inside information throughout the Ar­
royo Center dispute, knows full well that 
"antimilitary attitudes" played a large 
part in the faculty vote. But the scientific 
and political authorities seem to have 
decided that however much they might 
have wanted the Arroyo Center attached 
to JPL, there is something more impor­
tant at stake here: the political allegiance 
of the scientists, something which could 
not be just bludgeoned into being. The 
authorities seem to have decided that if 

- the Arroyo Center has to go (or appear to 
go) in order to cool the political heat and 
pull in the scientists in the longer run, so 
be it. 

Of course, along with the politeness 

and diplomacy of the handling of the Ar­
royo Center vote, there has all along been 
the not-so-veiled threat of coercion. Most . 
of this comes out in the question of fun­
ding for research at Cal Tech/ JPL. 
Especially in a field where even the most 
basic experimentation requires literally 
hundreds of millions of dollars, govern­
ment funding is a very powerful lever. 
For the scientists involved in such 
research, whether they like it or not, this 
fact produces a very close relationship 
with and dependence on the state. 

For some, this dependency has made 
for an uneasy. and wary relationship with 
the government, inflamed in the field of 
physics by the history of atomic bomb 
development which has left lasting scars 
on the collective conscience of a section 
of scientists. Many others - and the 
more socially conscious scientists are the 
first to warn you of this - will prostitute 
their talents to whatever authority offers 
the means for their research. And there is, 
of course, a section who outright support 
military research. 

It is in this context that the government 
has been wielding the funding weapon at 
Cal Tech/ JPL, as elsewhere. Only the 
most naive can believe that this stick will 
not be somehow brought to bear, either 
on the Arroyo Center issue itself, which is 
not necessarily a closed question, or on 
the inevitable further military-related 
projects for the institute which the 
government must have in mind. 

Budget Cuts 

The government effort to. draw this 
most influential institute into its planning 
for world war has its parallel in the space 
science field generally. 

Deep space science has opened whole 
new scientific vistas in ihe last 20 years. 
Much light has been shed on extremely 
important questions: how the solar 
system was formed; what similarities and 
differences exist between planets; what 
underlying conditions on planets favored 
the development of life; totally unex­
pected and still little understood 

Heidelberg 
Crisis Game 
Continued from page 4 
both the Soviet and SPD teams were quite 
realistic and, "It helped us to really 
experience the problems and not just 
study about them." 

For me, the written starting position 
and the course of the game itself 
displayed a number of characteristics of 
the student peace activists in West 
Germany today. Chief among these is the 
view that the world consists of two great 
superpowers together with a number of 
other countries which, although aligned, 
are still relatively independent. Indeed, 
the whole premise of the game was that 
West Germany had a great deal of 
freedom to at least move toward 
withdraw! from the Western alliance, and 
in fact move towards the dissolution of 
the rival bloc. Underlying this view is the 
rejection of any material basis for the 
alliance, such as the global investment of 
West German capital throughQut the 
U.S . hegemonic sphere. It is material 
reality, however, which forces imperialist 
powers to combine, expressly to better 
carry out their competition on a global 
scale. That means that not only is a West 
German withdrawal from NA TO not in the 
cards, but it impells West Germany 
toward ever-tighter alignment and 
preparation for war. This is what the 
deployment of the new missiles was all 
about, and why a united West German 
bourgeoisie pushed it through. 

But there is a constant search among 
the student activists for some formula for 
reducing tensions in Central Europe and 
even the possibility of German 
reunification. Most young activists 
would be horrified by the idea that West 
Germany's own imperialist interests 
would actually drive it to war with East 
Germany, a country whose global 
interests are enmeshed in the rival bloc. 
Still, that is far more the reality of things 
than dreams of German reunification. 

A rationalization one frequently hears 
from German activists concerning West 
Germany's obvious collusion in war 
preparatfons is the idea that Germany is 
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phenomena have been discovered, like new probe to Mars and a new probe to 
the ''braided rings'' of Saturn, which cry Venus. This is in part a direct result of the 
out for further exploration. The space Solar System Exploration Committee 
program has also matured technological- . report quoted at the beginning of this ar-
Jy, and the production of things like ticle. George Keyworth, Reagan's science 
w~ather satellites, which 20 years ago had advisor, upheld this report as an example 
never been done, and which are similar to to other seientists - of scientists within a 
certain kinds of deep space probes, is now · discipline getting together and working 
almosf a production-line operation. The out a concentrated program for 'iow-
technical capacity to make enormous budget basic research that co4ld fit ~thin 
strides into extremely exciting territory is the overall needs of the U.S. tran§fohna-
right at hand. tion. The sums for these prob~ are paltry 

Yet the budget for deep space science is by space standards - a few hundred 
nearly nil. Until recently, no new mis- ' million at best, . compared to the• 1n\my 
sions had been started since the late '70s: · biUiens which are counted in the 'overall 
The situation has been so bad that data J NASA and Defense Department space 
from the Voyager mission, which • bUEtgets. But they are the first new deep 
discovered the "braided rings" of ·s'pace efforts since the last decade, and 
Saturn, live volcanos on a moon of are being held up to the s<;:ientific com-
Jupiter, and a host of other new things, ' munity·as "at least something.'.' 
has not even been all studied and The funding of the Mars and Venus 
evaluated - there has been too little probes, the two key requests in the SSEC 
money budgeted to even systematically report, appear to be a sort of reward and 
figure out the meaning of what has encouragement to scientists generally to 
already been radioed back to Earth by work within the constraints currently be-
Voyager. ing Imposed; it is certainly not a retreat 

There is a yawning chasm between from the militarization of science and the 
what the planetary scientists are capable creation of a space program with 
of doing and learning, and what the . "strongly interacting" military and 
system is going to let them do. For civilian components. More, the funding 
another example, our understanding of of the two new probes represents a 
not just the solar system but of this sec- recognition on the part of the govern-
tion of the universe, could be con- ment that the process of transforming . 
siderably deepened by a series of probes space science and winning over the scien-
- which are quite possible technically - tists has encountered serious opposition, 
of the huge outer planets of the solar and requires a more protracted ap-

. system: Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and proach, combining compulsion and 
Neptune. Prospects for such a project are seduction. 
zero, for all practical purposes. Instead, This process could certainly give riseto 
money is being poured into the Space . further eruptions of opposition .and 
Shuttle, the proposed manned space sta- struggle. Although, taking academic 
tion, and the beginning .development of science as a whole, the Arroyo Center af-
killer satellites and the like. fair is at the moment, as one physicist put 

But, as is signalled by the struggle at it, "a positive exception." The be~t·of the 
Cal Tech/ JPL, the government can't scientists are b~ing pushed into political 
simply bludgeon its scientists into the war life and turmoil, and indications from 
effort. For that reason primarily I there Cal Tech I JPL are that the government 1s 
has been in the most recent NASA budget far from having this critical section of 
the promise of a new trickle of funding society roped in. 0 
for deep space science. The Reagan ad-
ministration has requested funds for a 

still an "occupied country"; that it is the 
United States that forces these things on 
an unwilling Germany , which is 
somehow trapped as the victim of 
geography between the two superpowers. 
This, of course, is a complete flip from 
the position that West. Germany (and 
East Germany top) can simply waltz out 
of their bloc alignments if a majority wer.e 

·to so choose. I was often told of examples 
where local peace initiatives have placed 
demands on the U.S. forces stationed in 
West Germany to reveal what types of 
atomic, bacterialogical, and chemical 
weapons a ce st~tioned within their 
particular localities. When the U.S. 
forces predicta6fy. refused, local groups 
would respond: " see, it's our country but 
Germans can not even find out what 
weapons are being stored in qur own 
backyard. That proves we are occupied.'' 
This argument conveniently ignores the 
fact, however, that the U.S., British, and 
French forces are in West Germany not 
by "right of conquest" today, but 
precisely beca use the West ·German· 
bourgeoisie wants them there. Any 
attempt t0 reduce U.S. forces in 
Germany is inevitably met with a howl of 
protest from the West German 
imperialists who see themselves on the 
frontline of the inter-bloc contention. 

Second, the analysis of the major im­
perialist powers, be it the U.S., the Soviet 
Union, or West Germany, was invariably 
in terms of "hawks" and "doves." There 
was no underlying compulsion to the 
rivalries of imperialism, it ·simply 
depended on which group of politicians is 
in ascendancy at the moment. This view 
opened the door to reformism, and tne 
hope of voting world war away. 

While there is no love for the Soviet 
Union, the tendency is to see the U.S. as 
the truly dangerous or aggressive power. 
The Soviet Union is seen as reactionary, 
heavy-handed, belligerent, but nonethe­
less a part of "the continent" whose 
interests require European stability. 

There is also a deep feeling among the 
young activists that no matter how urgent 
the issues of peace and ecology which 
they raise may be, realistically there is no 
hope in German society of it becoming 
the majority view. T he Greens will never 
be the ruling party in Germany. But if 
they can't rule alone, and if German 
society cannot b e fundamentally 
changed, then there is the possibility to 

use their electoral leverage to negoti~te 
better terms of bourgeois rule, 
particularly by appealing to those in the 
SPD who are more "rational" about 
Germany's national interest in a very 
d.angerous international situation. 

Work in this direction has already gone 
far beyond the "game board" with the 
recent formation of an SPD-Green 
coalition government in the ·state of 
Hesse. Here the Hessian SPD represents 
to a tee every swine-ish aspect of G~rman 
reaction that the Greens are supposedly 
against. It was the Hessian SPD that useq 
legions of cops to smash the demonstra­
tions against the expansion of the Frank­
furt airport to serve wartime logistical 
needs. It was the SPD cops who smashed 
the blockade of the U.S. Army-Pershing 
facilities in Frankfurt in December. lt was 
the Hessian SPD government that held a 
reception in honor of U .S. Lt. General 
Paul Williams, Commander of the U.S. V 
Corps (at the receptfon Williams was 
splattered with blood by a Green parlia­
mentary deputy). The Hessian SPD has 
constructed West Germ~ny's largest 
nuclear power plant. And so on. And so 

, on .. 
What the terms of the real Hessian 

coalition and the hypothetical ,game 
coalition showed was the inevitable 
tendency to capitulate to the SPD, the 
established bourgeois liberal party. In the 
games, the Green team gave up real 
positions for promises, negotiations and 
postponements. 
. But the views of West Germany's 
young peace activii;ts correspond not to 
the hardened opportunism of the SPD 
and DKP, but to desperation guided by 
the pull of spontaneity and bourgeois 
politi~l science. 

Some weeks later on the streets during 
the• 'Battle of Bonn" I ran into one of my 
fellow "Soviet" teammates. He was 
dressed in his rainslicker ready to deal 
with the watercannon, and was leading a 
group from Heidelberg. Later I learned 
that when th~ parliamentary vote actually 
came down (the whole debate was broad­
cast live over German radio), the students 
of Heidelberg took to the streets at night 
beating pots and pans and blocking 
major thoroughfa res. Finally, a t 
Mutlangen in December many of these 
same activists were again on the line, 
skirmishing with police around the entire 
base perimeter. 0 

= 



Support The. Revolutionary. 
Internationalist Movement! 

The Revolutlonary Worker calls for 
a speclal etfort to bulld support for 
the Revolutlonary lnternatlonallst 

· Movement so that this 
new movement may launch Its 

historic work In the most 
powerful way possible. 

We call for: 

• Continued expansion in broad circulation of the RW No. 247, which carries the 
historic Communique of the Second International Conference of Marxist-Leninist 
Parties and Organisations announcing the formation of the Revolutionary 
Internationalist Movement and important decisions and resolutions taken at the 
Second Conference including international slogans for May l st, 7984, and 
RW No. 248 containing the transcript of the London press conferenc;e, 
March 12, 1984 where representatives of the Revolutionary Internationalist 
Movement made put.:.>lic these announcements and responded to questions from 
the international press. Readers are especially encouraged to put the paper in 
the hands of proletarians and others from countries around the world and to 
send this news to their friends, relatives and contacts. internationally. 

• Correspondence, statements and messages to greet the formation of the 
Revolutionary Internationalist Movement. (These can be sent via the RW, 
Box 3486, Merchandise Mart, Chicago, Ill. 60654.J 

• Banners and other forms of internationalist exchanges to be circulated and 
readied for May 1 st. 

• Full support for the laun_ching of a 
worldwide fund drive called for by 
the Revolutionary Internationalist 
Movement by pledging and 
gathering funds. 

On May 1st, 1984 the Declaration of the Revolutionary 
Internationalist Movement Wiff Be Pubfishedl 


