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Some of the lines sounded as if they
had come from a two-year-old script.
ABC News declared that ““The voters of
El Salvador were the real heroes.”” The
U.S. Congressmen, fresh from the
rewarding experience of ‘‘observing’’ the
election, returned to Washington, D.C.
still buzzing about the ‘‘dedication,”
“perseverance,”’ and ‘‘loyalty’” (among
countless other qualities lifted straight
from the Boy Scout Handbook)
demonstrated by the voters. What’s
more, the U.S. observers spoke with hun-
dreds of the humble folk and nary a one
said that they were voting out of fear.
Aside from their natural ease with these
representatives of the benevolent U.S.,
the voters were helped along in their freé-
thinking comments by the announce-

" ment, prior to the election, from a Cen-
tral Election Council member who said,
“ff you feel good about El Salvador and
you love El Salvador, you shouldn’t have
any fear.” And as before, the best lines
were left for the star, Ronald Reagan,
who declared that the proverbial rurnout
was “‘another victory for freedom over

tyranny, of liberty over repression and
courage over intimidation.” But if the
last U.S. exercise in Salvadoran death-
squad democracy already demonstrated
this troupe’s ability to play farce, this one
showed that they were even more adept at
theater of the absurd. . .although there is
a noticeable lack of subtlety in their per-
formance.

For one thing, this election marks the
umpteenth resurrection of Christian
Democratic savior José Napole6n Duarte
as a ‘‘moderate’’ — even °‘‘left-
of-center’’ — in much of the U.S. press.
Duarte, an alumnus of Notre Dame
University in the U.S., is perhaps most
famous for having been president of El
Salvador’s junta prior to the 1982 elec-
tions, and for ‘‘moderating’’ the
neocolonial security forces to the tune of
tens of thousands of assassinations,
massacres, and tortures of all who might
be suspected of opposing the regime;
under Duarte’s presidency, the U.S,
brought in the death to.the tiller land pro-
gram, the state of siege and countless
other “‘reforms’” to facilitate official
counterinsurgency, while the death
squads attained new depths of the unof-
ficial variety.

~ anargument, in some circles, that Duarte

Nevertheless, there could perhaps be

is indeed *‘left-of-center’”” among the
Salvadoran ruling class. His main elec-
toral opponents were ‘‘Major Bob”
D’Aubuisson of the ARENA Party, local
organizer and field commander of the
death squads, and Francisco Guerrerro, a
long-time hack of the National Concilia-
tion Party through which a succession of
generalissimos ran El Salvador from the
Alliance For Progress days to the first
junta in 1979. The most meaningful way
of determining ‘‘left,”” ‘‘right,”” and
“‘center” in this bunch would be to see
how they line up fg a group photograph.
However, they are fine representatives of
the full range of political thought and ac-
tion of the U.S.’s ruling compradors in El
Salvador.

As is well known, the masses in Central
America just love being dominated by the
U.S. and its local overseers, and to
demonstrate that point the U.S. spent
about $10 million to stage its election.
One-third of this went into designing and
implementing a computerized voter
registry, which supposedly listed all the
eligible voters and apportioned them, by
code number, to the various- polling
places around the country and to dif-
ferent voting booths within the polling
places. This registry is unanimously
described in the U.S. press as intended to
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prevent ‘“fraud’’ — the kind where some-
one votes. more than once to enhance a
particular candidate’s chances. None of
these commentators seem to have noticed
that such a system could enhance the rea/
fraud; by enabling the immediate pin-
pointing of those who had — and more

* significantly, had nor — done their civic

duty, the registry would allow for a more
efficient *‘get out the vote’’ campaign by
the security. forces, thus *‘proving”’ once
again that U.S.-style democracy is the
*‘will of the people.’”’

Ah, but the best laid plans of imperial-
ists often get royally screwed up. In this
case, trying to use a sophisticated, com-
puterized operation in a country which
suffers from overall enforced backward-
ness resulted in mass confusion, with the
lists virtually indecipherable to many
voters and election officials alike, and
numerous potential voters being assigned
to polling places that theycouldn’t get to,
or not being allowed to vote because of-
ficials couldn’t find their name on the ap-
propriate lists, and so forth. When, a few
days before the election, it became clear
that the registry would create chaos, U.S.
Agency for International Development
(AID — a well-known CIA front)
spokesmen publicly stated that they had
been against the operation all along, but
Salvadoran officials had demanded it;
{herefore, as the story goes, AID officials
had to bow to the wishes of the totally in-
dependent Salvadoran government — a
matter of ‘‘sovereignty,’’ you know — by
designing it, financing it, and putting the
whole operation into effect. Far be it
from the U.S. to interfere in internal
Salvadoran affairs.

The computer confusion was bad

Continued on page 8
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On Bringing Back The “Hot Autlumn”

The following letter is from a member
of the “For A Worid Without Im-
perialism™ Contingent:

To the RW:

When the “For A World Without Im-
perialism” Contingent returned to the
United States in December of 1983 we
were all struck by the extent to which
the protest and resistance of the fall in
West Germany was a nonissue. The
multibillion-dollar free press industry
had done a thorough job blacking out
and prettifying the hot autumn; it was
mostly RW readers who knew about the
clashes in Bonn, Mutlangen, and
Frankfurt. Even the peace movement
presses failed to cover the situation in a
meaningful way. Clearly some public
opinion needed to be created.

Support committees across the conti-
nent began building for Contingent
presentations. There was no prettifying
what we would be speaking to: flyers
generally showed the masses battling
watercannon and proclaimed the Con-
tingent's controversial slogans: “Desert
America's Warmongering” and “A
World Without Imperialism, Not An Im-
perialist World War."

In Eugene, Oregon | spoke to a
mainstream peace rally. Seven other
speakers blasted America, the arms
race, and “Reagan’s’ domestic policy,
and then told the 70 people present that
they should go out and work in the elec-
tions. At one point | asked them if
anyone had heard anything through the
media about the major battle between
the West German resistance and the
state that went on for four days in
Frankfurt. A long pause: no one had. |
went on to tell of the use of police clubs
in “democracy” and the role of
politicans in sucking people into sup-
port for the system. Afterwards a
number of people expressed to me their
frustration with the peace movement's
within-the-system strategy, and then
showed up later in the week for the Con-
tingent's forum to hear more about the
politics and tactics used in West Ger-
many last fall.

The makeup of the forum audiences
varied greatly from city to city. In San
Diego there were people from the
church that sponsored the presentation,
a sizeable section of anti-imperialist
feminists, some anti-nuke activists,
foreign-born, and punks. In Portland
there were, in addition, upper-tier fac-
tory workers and high-school students.
In Seattle one presentation was made
at a punk club to a mostly punk au-
dience. In Eugene the audience was
mostly college students and members
of both the mainstream and direct ac-
tion wings of the peace movement.

Germans, mostly Green Party sup-
porters, were frequently in attendance.
One of the many debates that broke out
after the presentations centered around
the Greens. We had said that the
Greens focused almost exclusively on
American and Soviet imperialism, ignor-
ing German imperialism and catering to

— n— .

nationalism. In Berkeley one Green Par-
ty supporter said they were not na-
tionalists because they are not rabid
flagwavers, and the debate was over
whether Germany-first positions could
be reconciled with internationalism. In
Seattle, after a slideshow in a cafe, four
West Germans argued, each in their
own way, that the Greens stood for
social change and that since West Ger-
many is a democracy, that could be
done through the system, perhaps in-
cluding peaceful demonstrations,
though the ultimate goal was to change
the system. From their position of
idealism they basically refused to
believe that the Green leadership had
sided with the government on the impor-
tance of maintaining law and order, or
that the Greens had called for
blockades without building for them in
order to maintain their radical image
while not actually threatening the state.
At Evergreen State College in
Washington state the discussion raged
for three hours after the presentation
was over. Because we talked about the
Autonomen and revolution we drew
flack from several quarters. Those who
believe in democracy and parliamentary
reform thought street fighting would
alienate the voters needed to win
reforms. A group of nonviolent activists
put forward that the goal of the move-
ment must be to break the cycle of
violence, starting with ourselves. One
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woman put forward that revolution, like
war, gets lots of people killed but does
not change the system. In that regard it
was interesting to contrast these posi-
tions and the anarchists’ with the
Turkish workers'. Like the anarchists, -
they were willing to have a physical
presence on the street and fight the
police when necessary. However, they
made their main task creating public
opinion, handing out thousands of
flyers detailing their positions as revolu-
tionaries. In Mutlangen, December 11th,
everyone seemed to have their pam-
phlets and to be debating the points
with their friends; shortly afterward the
crowd overran the police’s first line of
defense, a totally unexpected, spon-
taneous escalation of the stakes that
day.

In Berkeley a woman suggested that
by targeting the Soviet Union as impe-
rialist we were helping Reagan build up
the paranoia that makes arms control
impossible. After | spoke about the
danger of painting the Soviets as being
on the side of peace and a party
spokesperson spoke to the material
basis for pro-Sovietism, another woman
said that the Soviet Union has to defend
itself, and in addition, aid anti-imperial-
ist movements in the oppressed na-
tions. At that point three foreign-born
men made an important contribution to
the debate, detailing how the Soviet
Unjon opposed or used revolutionary

The Battle of Bonn.

movements for its own purposes in their
home countries, El Salvador, Iran and
Turkey.

Though it was not actually a question
addressed to the panel, in talking to
people afterwards and getting a better
sense of where they were coming from,
| felt the major underlying question was:
Is world war on the agenda? The Con-
tingent took to West Germany. the posi-
tion that. . . the missiles were deployed
because the imperialists are being
driven to war. Generally speaking, the
idealist, reform-oriented people did not
see this. The events we described were
a bit of a shock to such people; water-
cannon in a democracy are as much of
an outrage as plans for war or ongoing
genocide. To me the focus in the peace
movement on weapons counts and elec-
tions is dangerously narrow, having
seen the outcome in West Germany and
capitulation that resulted from it.
Hopefully sections of people who heard
the Contingent, through forums, radio
interviews and the alternative press will
be planning something different for the
ruling class if-a constitutional crisis
over the arms race develops here.

Jack Straw
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The Solar System Exploration Com-
mittee (SSEC), a group of planetary
scientists recently gathered under
NASA'’s supervision to report on the
state of deep space science in the U.S.,
summed up the last 20 years of planetary
exploration: ““They have been nothing
less than revolutionary both in providing
a new picture of the nature of the solar
system, its likely origin and evolution,
and in giving us a new perspective on our
own planet Earth...solar system ex-
ploration will certainly remain in the ex-
citing discovery phase for at least the re-
mainder of this century.”

But the enthusiasm and scientific
sweep of the space scientists hasrunintoa
hard reality. As the science editor of the
New York Times summed up: the future
for the U.S. in space is to seek ‘‘commer-
cial gain and military advantage...the
major thrust ahead is to incorporate
space into the economic and political
thrust of things on Earth.”” What is to be
““incorporated’’ is the technical and
scientific knowledge gained in the space
program, and even more, the scientists
themselves. And in fact, what the SSEC
was set up to do was to develop a program
for scientific exploration of the planets
which could squeeze a little science, as a
kind of low-budget afterthought, into the

space program of the 1980s for the U.S.

The space program, even the more
“‘purely scientific’’ aspects of it, like the
deep space probes to the planets, has
always, to one degree or another, fit into
the “‘thrust of things on earth.’’ But what
the Time’s science editor is talking about
is an attempt at a major reshaping of the
space program. And this is but one part
— though a concentrated and quite visi-
ble part — of the efforts of the govern-
ment to shift and transform the immense
scientific superstructure that the U.S. has
built up since World War 2 to more fully
serve the requirements of World War 3.
The Reagan administration outlined the
basic shape of things to come on July 4

1982, when the Space Shuttle landed with
its first openly military cargo. The

American space program, said an of--

ficial, ‘“‘will be comprised of two
separate, distinct and strongly interacting
programs — national security and civil.”
(our emphasis — R W) Such transforma-
tion has proven to be a political battle, as
some scientists have been less than thrill-
ed at turning from studying such ques-
tions as the potential for life on Mars to
developing the killer satellites of World
War 3.

The Mars Lander and WW3

One recent and very important ex-
ample of the ongoing struggle in scientific
circles has unfolded in recent months on
the campus of the California Institute of
Technology (Cal Tech) in Pasadena, and
at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Lab (JPL),
which Cal Tech administers. JPL is
NASA’s most important deep space
laboratory. It was responsible for
building and flying the Viking Mars
Landers, and for operating the Mission
Control and Computing Center and the
Deep Space Network tracking stations
for that mission. JPL also had similar
responsibilities for the Voyager mission
to Jupiter and Saturn, as well as a number
of other missions and projects. And Cal
Tech is probably even more important
than the scientific center. Though very
small, it has a worldwide reputation for
the quality of its research and for the
quality of the students who graduate. Cal
Tech faculty have won 20 Nobel Prizes
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Trouble In
The Jet Propulsion

‘over the years, and Cal Tech’s ad-l

ministrative supervision and extensive
scientific ties to JPL have been crucial in
developing JPL. Particular fields in
which Cal Tech is strong. are some of the
fields most central to the high-tech war
effort. It must have been no little shock to
the government, then, when. a furor
erupted at Cal Tech/JPL, focused on the
proposed establishment of the Army
Analysis Center, a.k.a. ‘‘the Arroyo
Center,’” a high-level military think tank
that the acmy had founded as a branch of
JPL.

At the end of January, the Cal Tech
faculty held a tense and politically charg-
ed meeting with the Cal Tech administra-
tion to deal with this subject — one deem-
ed so sensitive that all ‘‘outsiders,’’ in-
cluding even students and graduate
students at Cal Tech, were banned from
the meeting. Cal Tech president Marvin
Goldberger and Provost Rochus Vogt
were on the hot seat as the meeting
started. They had already committed Cal
Tech/JPL to affiliation with the Arroyo

Continued on page 10
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Computer-enhanced
photo of the braided
rings of Saturn. Much of
the data on Saturn
radioed back by Voyager
Il is still unprocessed —
the mysteries of the
universe fall victim to
budget cuts and the
need for a “positive bot-
tom line.”






fight a decisive battle. Of course this
army’s strength comes from having a cor-
rect line.

In a certain sense the formation of the
Revolutionary Internationalist Move-
ment is completed, but there is still the
complete Declaration to come out on
May First, and also the proletariat here,
and around the world, needs to know that
there is such a movement. It needs to be
‘taken into their own hands. This is where
there is much to do. Sometimes when one
lives in an imperialist country so long,
you take a lot of things for granted and
forget there are things you have that peo-
ple in other countries don’t have access
to. For example, the ability to print
literature and other press is not a given in
some of the oppressed countries. So, if
the imperialists are going to suck up the
wealth from the rest of the world through
exploitation, then we here should siphon
some of that to be used against them. I
would like to really urge that proletarians
as well as other social strata here con-
tribute money to support the Revolu-
tionary Internationalist Movement, and
when people in other parts of the globe
hear about this, they will feel inspired to
know that even in this bastion of reac-
tion, there is a proletariat conscious of its
class loyalties and standing with forces
worldwide to put an end to imperialism.

Proletarian internationalist
from Central America
San Francisco

Ll 2 2

Speaking up and out, only a fool would
not speak up for his or her life, or set
around waiting for bombs to fall or
without letting the world know how one
feels about oppression, starvation,

murder, and aggression going on around
the world for instance in El Salvador and
Central America, Iran, Turkey, Colom-
bia just to name a few of more than 40
outbreaks of war in itself on this planet
made and designed by the two so-called
superpowers, which is the imperialist
U.S. and imperialist U.S.S.R. playing
games with the lives of every one of us on
earth; power doesn’t mean play god.

Let me take time now to say that I
welcome and support the Revolutionary
Internationalist Movement formed in
March. I also give them credit for having
foresight for trying to bring about a
positive world order without blowing the
people of this Planet to hell.

Most of all aggression, oppression,
starvation, rapes and murders are design-
ed by the system and are going on in this
country and I know this from my own liv-
ing experience in this land what imperial-
ists will do if you keep your mouth shut,
so why not speak out. I’ve always spoken
out in ways, not always in words but in

action also. Even in 1966 when I was

drafted I refused to be part of the aggres-
sion and oppression that was being
spread by this imperialist system and still
being spread even more so now in other
countries and against other people of this
planet, so instead of outright murder, op-
pression, aggresssion being spread by me
I went to prison and did 2-1/2 to 5.

I can’t see doing what 1 don’t want
done to me as a human being, I am more
than glad to be able to speak out and call
for the support and donations to support
the Revolutionary Internationalist Move-
ment, in giving us the chance to express
our opinions when I am not able to carry
out thoughts and opinions in any other
way.

A Black Proletarian of Detroit

Ll Lt
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Support the Revolutionary Interna-
tionalist Movement! Marxism-Leninism,
Mao Tsetung Thought is the road that all
proletarians have to follow, since it sup-
ports and builds all types of demonstra-
tions, struggles, and protests, and always
springs forward to help the progress of
the masses. Today more than ever people
have a lot to learn, especially what is real
dialectical materialism; I’m aware of this
because I’'m an internationalist revolu-

tionary.

A Salvadoran
Houston, Texas

LEL L L

The struggles of all the peoples of the
world are the liberation of the proletariat
of the world, and the Revolutionary In-
ternationalist Movement is now adding
its force to the fight to destroy capitalism.

We proletarians support all just strug-
gles. Therefore we will fight until the final
victory for the entire world as one.

A Salvadoreiio
Houston, Texas

Lt Lt

The new International! This is ex-
cellent, but will be better still as it echoes
throughout the world. The formation of
the Revolutionary Internationalist Move-
ment appears to be an immediate necessi-
ty required by the world situation, and
also required by the necessity that we
build our tasks in struggling for power on
a strong foundation.

Today in the '80s, more than ever, we
have the possibility to struggle together;
to move faster toward worldwide revolu-
tion, realizing as well that there is much to
learn from the failings and sufferings in
the past. But it is now that proletarians of

all the world must unite ourselves, and
hold up a correct general line of

* Marxism-Leninism, Mao Tsetung

Thought.

The struggle in Peru, in El Salvador,
and the struggle of the Palestinian people
aren’t different from each other. But now
wemust develop 4 unity and a general line
that is truly communist.
iViva la lucha en Peru!
jArriba la lucha en Estados Unidos!
iArriba el internacionalismo!
iViva la nuevo Movimiento

Revolucionario Internacionalista!

2 Salvadorans
Houston, Texas

ok

I think the Revolutionary Interna-
tionalist Movement can bring basic unity
to the world. It will make the oppressed
very much stronger to accelerate the
struggle for world communism. For the
whole world to be communist, to gather
our strength and unity — that is our
future.

A Pissed-off Jamaican Youth
Houston, Texas

R

When I first heard of the Revolu-
tionary Internationalist Movement, my
first thought was this is really heavy. The
very thought of all these parties struggl-
ing over line, and being able to unite
around acommon goal — the elimination
of worldwide imperialism and the
establishment of socialism and on to the
final goal of worldwide Communism. It
came to me that this is really making a
statement; it says we are an organized
force that’s becoming more organized

Continued on page 8
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The proletarians have
nothing to lose but their chalns

They have a world to win."”
Communist Manifesto
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Support The Revolutionary
Internationalist Movement!

¢ Continued expansion in broad circulation of the RW No. 247, which carries the
historic Communiqué of the Second International Conference of Marxist-Leninist
Parties and Organisations announcing the formation of the Revolutionary
Movement so that this Internationalist Movement and important decisions and resolutions taken at the
new movement may launch Its Second Conference including international slogans for May 1st, 1984, and
historic work In the most RW No. 248 containing the transcript of the London press conference,
powerful way possible. March 12, 1984 where representatives of the Revolutionary Internationalist
We call for: Movement made public these announcements and responded to questions from
the international press. Readers are especially encouraged to put the paper in
the hands of proletarians and others from countries around the world and to
send this news to their friends, relatives and contacts internationally.

e Correspondence, statements and messages to greet the formation of the
Revolutionary Internationalist Movement. (These can be sent via the RW/,
Box 3486, Merchandise Mart, Chicago, lll. 60654.)

e Banners and other forms of internationalist exchanges to be circulated and
readied for May 1st.

o Full support for the launching of a
worldwide fund drive called for by
the Revolutionary Internationalist
Movement by pledging and
gathering fundes.

On May 1st, 1984 the Declaration of the Revolutionary

Internationalist Movement Will Be Published!

The Revolutionary Worker calls for

a special effort to bulld support for
the Revolutionary Internationalist




