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On March I, the U.S. State Depart-
ment denied a visa to Oleg Yermishkin,
the Olympic attaché for the Soviet Sports
Committee. “‘He’s a spook, a rather bad
spook,’” said one State Department of-
ficial. The Soviets responded by calling
r{:e denial a “‘violation of Olympic tradi-
tion.”

Certainly U.S. officials are more than
JSamiliar with the Olympic tradition that
Yermishkin is alleged to be carrying on.
For an account of U.S. practice in this
regard, we turn to Inside The Company:
CIA Diary by Philip Agee. Agee
describes his experience asa CIA agent in
Mexico in the period leading up to the
1968 Olympic Games.

“Washington, D.C., 30 April 1967.

i “While I was in Montevideo several
decisions on the Olympic cover job were
made, both in the Agency and in the
Department of State. Bill Broe, the WH
(Western Hemisphere) Division Chief,
had got lukewarm about sending me
down because he had been Chief of Sta-
tion in Tokyo during the 1964 Olympic
Games and he believes the softening of
political attitudes inherent in a cultural
event like this will impede recruitments,
Only if T stay on in the Mexico City sta-
tion after the Games does Broe think I'll

- be able to justify the time spent between
now and late next year on strictly Olym-
pic cover .matters. On the other hand
Dave Murphy, Chief of the Soviet Bloc
Division, believes that the bland political
atmosphere will help me move in circles
that might otherwise be closed to a U.S.
government official. Besides, the Mexico
City Station has no contact operations
underway between officers of the station
‘and their Soviet counterparts. Since I am
already known to the Soviets from
Montevideo I’ll be able to develop per-
sonal relationships with Soviet and
satellite intelligence officers assigned to
Olympic duties in their embassies. Mur-
phy’s opinion was shared by the Mexico
City Station which is anxious to use the
Olympic job to develop agents for the
LICOBRA targets: the PRI and the Mex-
ican government.”’ (LICOBRA was a
CIA operation for recruiting Mexican
government and ruling party officials.)

‘“...The most encouraging develop-
ment is that the ambassador has decided
he wants two Olympic attachés — the
other one will be Dave Carrasco, former
basketball coach at the American Univer-
sity and now head of the Peace Corps
sports program in Ecuador. Ostensibly
I’ll be his assistant, which will help me
considerably because he has really
legitimate sports credentials. Moreover
he was born on the Mexican border, and
has had friends for many years in Mex-
ican sports circles. Next month Carrasco
will come to Washington for discussions
at the department and with Kaufman
(Mexico Branch Chief) and me. Barring
other delays we should be opening the
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“*Mexico City, 15 July 1967

*“This Olympics cover is extraor-
dinary. Dave and I have been making the
rounds together calling on the leaders of
the different organizations involved in
the Olympic preparations: the organizing
committee, the Mexican Olympic Com-
mittee and its vast new training center for
Mexican athletes, the Mexican Sports
Confederation and the individual sports
federations. Each of these organizations
seems to have some special needs that the
U.S. Embassy Olympic Games office
might help to fill. . . .

““The officers in the station, from Win
Scott down, are all excited about how my
Olympic entrée can help them in their
particular areas of responsibility. For his
part, Scott told me first to concentrate on
meeting as many people as possible and
to establish my Olympic cover firmly. In
the Soviet operations section, where I ar-
ranged for a desk and typewriter, the
chief interest is on spotting and assess-
ment of new access agents and on my
establishing direct contact operations
with the Soviet and satellite intelligence
officers who are handling Olympic
duties. The CP (Communist Party) sec-
tion wants me to spot possible
recruitments for infiltration into revolu-
tionary organizations, while the CA
(Covert Actions) section wants assess-
ment data on press officers of the
Organizing Committee for use as media
placement agents. The liaison section
wants information on the Soviet and
satellite Olympic attachés that can be
passed to the Mexican services while the
LICOBRA section wants me to spot
possible agents for use in penetrating the
PRI and the Mexican government. The

- Cuban operation section, probably the
most. destitute in agent material, wants
personal data on the Cuban Olympic at-
taché, on leftists within the Olympic
milieu who might eventually travel to
Cuba, and on anyone at all who might be
of interest to the Cubans. All these of-
ficers see my Olympic cover as promising

ing, L.A. FBI Chief Richard T. Bretzing
testified before a House Subcommittee
_ Hearing on Olympic Security. He made
the point that he expected some nations
— based on their “‘track record’’ — were
likely to use the opportunity of the
Games to send in ‘‘persons with in-
telligence assignments.’’ And it would be
more than presumptuous to argue with

3 ! such expertise. After all, world record
holders are usually qualified to analyze
their own evenis. ]
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Yet more proof has emerged that Wash-
ington’s offic¢ial and sometimes loudly
prociaimed, *‘concern’” for the murderous
atrocities rampant in El Salvador — now
tenderly expressed in the White House
itself — is directed exclusively at preserv-
ing a small circle of U.S. friends and
stabilizing a government capable of ag-
gressively pursuing U.S. interests.

The latest piece of evidence is a State
Department cablegram being circulated in
the capital as part of efforts now in full
gear to build support for escalating
military aid to El Salvador. The cablegram
defends U.S. Embassy figures on killings
of Salvadoran civilians against those com-
piled by the Salvadoran Catholic Church;
it is signed by the U.S. ambassador to El
Salvador, Thomas Pickering. (The U.S.
totals, of course, are lower. See RW No.
241, “Words of Advice From One Death
Squad to Another,” for how the U.S.
minimizes its tally.) But the real reason it is
being circulated now, centers on the Am-
bassador’s point that, according to the
church figures, most of the civilians killed
are done in by the military and not by the
death squads. “The important distinction
between civilian deaths caused by death
squads and civilian deaths resulting from
military operations and engagements is
lost,” Ambassador Pickering complains.

Is the argument here that the deaths at
the hands of the military were somehow
accidental, less savage, not premedi-
tated? This would fly in the face of
mounds of exposure, some of which has
appeared in the U.S. press.

And such a truly important distinction
this is. Consider the following instances

of how the Salvadoran military deals with
civilians, cases in which all the casualties
have been reported by the Salvadoran
military as battlefield deaths:

— outright murder of some 300 peasants
in February 1982 during an army sweep
of San Vicente Province

— the aerial bombardment of a group of
over 5,000 peasants fleeing San Vicente a
month later in March 1982

— repeated massacres, including near
Santa Clara, in San Vicente Province
August 1982; at ‘“La Florida”’
agricultural cooperative November 1982;
in Los Hojas, Sonsonate, February 1983;
the list could go on for mind-numbing
pages.

Or there is the policy of the Salvadoran
military regarding prisoners. Another
State Department document, of August
26, 41983, revealed that ‘“The Govern-
ment of El Salvador has informed the
Embassy that there is no centrally
directed program for handling captured
prisoners and therefore they have been

unable to provide the Embassy with any.

statistics on guerrillas captured.’” There
are no statistics because there are no
prisoners — they are all routinely ex-
ecuted upon capture, their guilt or in-
nocence in the eyes of the Salvadoran
military decided on the spot.

The savagery of the Salvadoran
military is natural to a puppet army as its
inevitable modus vivendi as it moves
among the populace that hates it. The
methods of this slaughter are not at all
that different from those of the death
squads; and no wonder — the death
squads have repeatedly been linked to

various arms of the junta’s military and
police forces.

As it fans out, the important distinc-
tion that the U.S. is so ““concerned’ to
make between the two kinds of atrocities
is not that one is less savage than the other
but that the killings; especially of Chris-
tian Democrats by the death squads, pre-
sent problems for the U.S., while the ar-
my and its blood rein in the countryside
has in fact been the main prop of U.S.
domination. Why would the good Am-
bassador want to curtail that? As Picker-

One Vicious Cablegram

il
A death squad? A military unit? Both.
ing wrote, the ‘‘intermingling of

civilians’’ who live in close proximity ‘“‘to
the guerrillas makes them something
more than innocent civilian bystanders.’’
Since a large chunk of El Salvador’s
peasantry lives near and has contact with
and, yes, often supports the guerrillas, it
is fine to, in plain English, kill them — to
bomb and shoot them without heed that
their corpses will appear as ‘‘human
rights violations’* on any U.S.-approved
tally. : -+

Notes from the

Marines

To the Revolutionary Worker:

This letter is about my experience in
the U.S. Marine Corps as a young
woman before | became revolutionary-
minded and how it accelerated me,
more or less, into my present way of
thinking and action.

Upon joining the Marines | was every
bit as naive and ignorant as | possibly
could have been. At the time, coming
from a patriotic, military-oriented family,
the decision didn’t seem all that bad. |
was 17 years old, fresh from high
school and ready for adventure with
only vague feelings of uneasiness of the
actual horrors happening in the world.
The experience was very much a slap in
the face.

Boot camp was so ridiculous and in-
human. | still don’t understand how |
made it through. In fact, quite a number
of women in my platoon never did. ‘
There were at least three suicide at-
tempts in the company and a whole lot
of “maladjustments.” | can remember
how the drill instructors would hone in
on an individual who might have some
shortcomings and just pick away until
the private would either “straighten up”
or break completely. I'm sure it was all
just to weed out the “weaklings” to
make a “more efficient machine,” but it
seemed more of a sadistic pleasure for
the Dis.

The training was to the point that the
Marines obviously didn’t want women
fighting alongside of the men but
geared them toward easier paper-

. pushing sort of jobs. We had one week

training with the rifle as opposed to the
men's two weeks; three days combat
training in the field to the men’s three
weeks. Though we did have to work
hard on how fast we eould put on
makeup before morning chow. One
thing about the training that struck me
as significant even then was the intense
study of nuclear, biological and
chemical defense and the frequent
visits to the gas chambers. | mean if
they even think women have to learn
this stuff. ..

My specialty training was small-arms
repair — what a joke. As well as being

practically pushed through the school
by teachers wishing for sexual favors, |
barely even got to work on the weapons
once | reached my permanent post. |
ended up in the office with the only
other three women in the company. Sup-
posedly to “protect us” from the men in
the shop, which, of course, was stupid.
By being in the office we were blatantly
put on display, the-focus for all the
gossip, raunchy jokes, and harassment.
| got to where | couldn’t stand what |
had gotten into. If you weren't “giving
any' to some guy then you were
automatically a “‘dyke’; the pressure
was ceaseless. You couldn't stand out
in any individual way without harass-
ment.

After about four months at my perma-
nent station.| attempted suicide and
was packed off to the psych ward of the
naval hospital. That's when | pulled
myself together and became more open-
ly rebellious against everything.
especially what the Marines stand for.
| really opened my eyes and began
to wonder what the hell this was all
about and why. | wanted answers for
questions that the Marine Corps could
not adequately answer. For instance,
why were almost all the psych patients
suicide attempts?
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Since | had a:guaranteed honorable
discharge under the conditions of
‘‘severe personality disorder” | felt safe
enough to get away with all sorts of
shit; from sloppy appearance to not
standing at attention for the Marine
Corps Hymn and refusing to salute the
flag. That was fun. Of course | was
threatened that my discharge would be
stopped but | knew they didn’t want to
keep a “raving lunatic” within their
ranks.

Once | got out | was interested
enough in the word communism to pick
up the Communist Manifesto and read
it through. | was thirsting to find out
about anything that opposed this pre-
sent society. A couple of months later |
became acquainted with an RCP sup-
porter and read my first RW. Then, | was
so excited that such an organization ex-
isted and still am. | wish | had been con-
scious enough in the Marines to be ask-
ing the questions and finding out the
answers | am now! Since then, I've
come to realize the importance of the
science of Marxism and the necessity
of revolution. Now that is something I'm
wholeheartedly willing to fight for, not
the bloody, stagnant cause of the
USMC and the bourgeoisie!

A proletarian youth










Last November Gurion Bluford,
America’s first Black astronaut, visited
Chicago schools with a message for Black
students which the Chicago Sun-Times
summed up like this: *“Youngsters can
obtain ‘the right stuff’ to become
astronauts or anything else if they lay a
solid academic foundation.” Bluford
spake to 10,000 mostly Black students at
the University of Ilinois about growing
up in Philadelphia. ““It wasn’t easy,’’ he
said. “‘I wasn’t the perfect student. But
one of the thing I did was I stuck with it.
Be persistent, don’t give up.”’ Afterwards
a high-school journalist asked him:
““Have you ever suffered any racism in
the space program?’ ‘‘No, I haven’t”
Bluford answered, ““I’ve found a great
deal of opportunity.’” The Sun-Times
then quotes a junior high school student
saying, ‘“This man is right. It’s hard
sometimes, but I can make it if | study.”

Three months later, at the end of
January, the Chicago regional PTA nam-
ed a teacher of the Ist and 2nd grades at
Scarboro Elementary School, an all-
Black school on Chicago’s South Side,
one of the two best in the Chicago school
system. Why she got the award and what
the regional PTA hopes other teachers
will learn from her teaching style is readi-
ly apparent. ‘““Reach and you can haveit’’
she tells the 6- and 7-year-old Black
youth, encouraging them to emulate the
newest role model, Mayor Harold
Washington. “Who is our hero?’’ she
asks them rhetorically. ‘‘Harold
Washington!”’ they reply in unison. ““For
my children,” she explains, ‘‘Harold
Washington has a great impact. One day
they can be mayor. That is within their
reach.”

A Black mayor, a Black astronaut, or
or maybe just a Black computer opera-
tor. . .the possiblities are unlimited if you
study hard. This message is blaring forth
loudly at Black students today. And in
Chicago one of the key ways this is being
promoted is through an extensive
citywide magnet school system.

Among a very small but, it is hoped,
very influential section of Black people
and other oppressed nationalities, these
schools are being promoted as opening
new possibilities of getting ahead in the
system, and as a way of further enhanc-
ing the message of Guy Bluford/Jesse
Jackson, “‘you can make it if you try.”’A
teature in the Chicago Tribune focused
on a telling image: it showed a seventh
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grade magnet school class, where a Black
youth had enthusiastically input on his
classroom computer screen: “‘I love
Chicago. I love the South Side. 1 love
computers.”’ The obvious hope is that
there will one day be the concluding
phrase: “I Love America.”’

In the vast majority of seventh grade
classrooms in Chicago, however, the
Tribune will find no such message since
there are, by and large, no such com-
puters. In the non-magnet schools, the
conditions of ‘‘education’’ are, if
anything, worse today. Nonetheless, the
youth are bombarded with the same

ideology and message that is promoted in.

the magnets with the flip side of the same
coin often added as a little extra twist of
the knife: ““If you don’t make it you
didn’t try.”” Of course, in this world
where uninterested teachers, gangs, and
drugs replace the magnets’ selected staff,
computer labs and language programs,
the American Dream could ring a little
hollow. Therefore the magnets’ slogan of
*“‘excellence’ is twinned with another
slogan: DISCIPLINE.

As we shall see, the magnet schools
reflect and intensify the reality, not of the
American Dream and still less of integra-
tion, but of sharp class polarization, in-
tensifying national oppression and an at-
tempt to suppress or whip into line the
great majority of oppressed nationality
youths who will have to be, after all, a
good part of the imperialists’ cannon
fodder in the war they plan.

Implementing Magnets

Magnet schools are schools or pro-
grams that specialize in particular fields
such as the arts, science, mathematics,
writing and international studies and are
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open to select students, including a
relatively large percentage of minority
students, from throughout a school
district. The impetus for setting them up
came from the federal government; in
1976 the U.S. Congress authorized grants
to support planning and implementing
magnet schools. Today, 1000 of these
schools have been created for high
schools and elementary schools in 130 ur-
ban areas. Mainly these are in large urban
areas but increasingly as of late they have
also been established in medium and
small. school districts. Time magazine
recently called them ‘‘the model of the
future'’ and there are indications that this
trend is increasing rapidly.

Chicago is one of the more important
large urban areas where magnet schools
are being used extensively. Out of 1000
magnet schools nationally, the city has
50, in addition to 90 magnet programs in
neighborhood schools (out of a total of
553 public schools).

Officially the magnet school part of
this program is known as “‘Options for
Knowledge.”” In other words school
authorities are now saying the “‘option”’
is open to Black youth and others for

“‘knowledge’’ previously denied them..

Historically of course, schools with better
facilities, programs and'teachers have
mainly been off limits to Blacks. Up until

- two years ago all-white Bogan High

School, for example, threatened violence
to any Black person who set foot in the
school, or in the neighborhood for that
matter. Now Bogan High School has
become an integrated magnet school with
45 percent minority students and a special
computer program (which was used to
win whites over to the idea). Ruth Love,
Chicago’s first Black Superintendent of

-
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Schools, summed it up this way: *‘Suc-
cess can be yours, if you set the
standards.”” Marva Collins, director of
the almost all-Black Westside
Preparatory School, who President
Reagan wanted to appoint as Secretary of
Education and who has been called a
“‘superteacher’” and a ‘‘miracle worker’’

in dozens of national publications, -

pushes the exact same line. It is a message
that dovetails nicely with the political
program of the Black bourgeoisie,
especially in the city which is home to
Mayor Washington and Jesse Jackson
and which has been described as the
“‘mecca of Black business.”

Two-Tiers

The catch in all this is, as we have
noted, that only a small—actually a
tiny—percentage of youth attend the
magnets. In Chicago, a select group of
25,000 or eight percent of the ‘‘brightest’’
students of all nationalities can attend
these magnet schools and programs.
Under the federal plan $440 extra per
child is being spent on each magnet
school student, while only $67 extra per
child has gone to the standard segregated
Black school. In addition, since prin-
cipals in magnet schools and programs
can choose their teachers, these schools
tend to skim off the better quality instruc-
tion. At the same time the vast majority
of students, mainly oppressed na-
tionalities, are attending lower tier non-
magnet schools which have been stripped
of many of their best teachers, students
and resources. The bourgeoisie at the
highest levels has created a new elite,
albeit a multinational one; a new two-tier
structure for the schools. The magnet
schools are the tracking system of the
eighties. Bourgeois apologists openly ad-
mit this: Magnet schools ** ‘may deny the
minority community of its best students
and further ‘“‘ghettoize’’ the black com-
munity,” '’ says Robert Barr, dean of
Oregon State University’s School of
Education. ‘‘Most educators agree that
magnets do, in fact, ‘skim’ to some
degree not only the best students but also
the most flexible, innovative teachers.
Some magnets, in fact, have been design-
ed to do just that: that is, to attract a
district’s most gifted and talented
students to a program designed to
challenge them to learn to potential, thus
providing advantages that offset the
disadvantages.”

Continued on page 15
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‘Revolutionary Internationa
Text of the London Press Conference

Last week, the RW carried the text of the Communiqué of the Second Inter-
national Conference of Marxist-Leninist Parties and Organisations released to
the international proletariar and oppressed people of the world March 12,
1984. The RW has received the following edited transcript of the March 12
London press conference.

* AR

The following is an edited transcript of the March 12 press conference of the
Revolutionary Internationalist Movement in London. Speakers at the press
conference were Delal Kamaci of the Communist Party of Turkey/Marxist-
Leninist; N. Sanmugathasan, General Secretary of the Ceylon Communist
Party; and Carl Dix of the Revolutionary Communist Party, USA. Two other
scheduled speakers, K. Chittanjam of the Central Reorganisation Committee,
Communist Party of India (Marxist-Leninist) and Ferhad Safinya, Union of
Iranian Communists (Sarbedaran), were unable to attend and statements by
them were released to the press.

N. Sanmugathasan: Ladies and gentlemen, I’ll say a few words followed by a
short statement by my comrades on either side and then I'll open the discussion
for the press.

“Today the world is on the threshold of momentous events. The crisis of the
imperialist system is rapidly bringing about the danger of a new, third world
war as well as the real perspective for revolution in countries throughout the
world.”’ The scientific accuracy of these words from the Joint Communique of

our First International Conference in Autumn 1980 have not only been fully

Statements From K.

The following statements sent to the RW from the Revolutionary Interna-
tionalist Movement are the statements of K. Chittanjam, representative of the
Central Reorganisation Committee, Communist Party of India (Marxist-
Leninist) and Ferhad Safinya, representative of the Union of Iranian Com-
munists (Sarbedaran). Both comrades were scheduled to speak at the March [2
press conference in London (see centerfold) and were unable to do so: K. Chit-
tanjam was denied entrance into Britain by the British imperialists; Ferhad
Safinya was unable to attend due to continued difficulties with wounds incur-
red in the armed struggle against the Khomeini regime. '

T

Transcribed Statement From K. Chittanjam, Representative of the Central
Reorganisation Committee, Communist Party Of India (Marxist-Leninist):

“‘Revolution does not mean merely material benefits. The meaning of

revolution is this transformation itself — transformation of experiences, ideals
and thoughts. Therefore, it is wrong to think about the gains of revolution in
terms of material benefits. The meaning of revolution is a thorough transfor-
mation of consciousness.”’ Inspired by the lessons of the Cultural Revolution

in China, the mighty storm unleashed by Naxalbari threw hundreds of

thousands into the battle for communism. In the late 1960s, Comrade Charu
Mazumdar called on the revolutionaries to unite with the struggling masses
throughout the world through uniting with Red Socialist China. And in the
forests of Srikakulam in Bengal and all over India, revolutionary peasant
masses led by the CPI (Marxist-Leninist) took up the battle cry of advancing
the revolution in India to further the cause of the world proletarian revolution
and defend Socialist China.

Savage repression, which took the lives of over 10,000 including that of
Comrade Charu Mazumdar, has set back the advance of revolution in India.
The coup in China in 1976 has further deprived us of a reliable red base. But the
internationalism of the proletariat is not something which can be destroyed or
buried by revisionists. The force of its ideology, the force of its interna-
tionalism and of its revolutionary battles assert themselves with ever greater
force.

Teng and Hoxha, running dogs of imperialism and reaction, have deprived
us of our red bases but they can never deprive us of the weapon of Mao Tsetung
Thought. The fact that Marxist-Leninist forces could unite with each other and
launch a process of rebuilding the international unity of the world proletariat is
a powerful testimony to the strength and vitality of its ideology and its cause.

Today in India, the comprador state set up by the British colonialists, even
while being attacked by revolutionary forces, is also in the process of

borne out by the recent developments in the world, but the world situation has
been further accentuated and aggravated since that time.

Armed with the scientific teachings of Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin and Mao
Tsetung we are fully conscious of the tasks expected of us in the present situa-
tion and are proud to accept and act in accordance with this historic respon-
sibility.

The Marxist-Leninist movement continues to confront a deep and serious
crisis which came to a head following the reactionary coup d’état in China
following the death of Mao Tsetung and the treacherous betrayal of Enver
Hoxha. However despite these reversals there are genuine Marxist-Leninists on
all continents who have refused to abandon the struggle for communism.

The international communist movement is developing through-a process of
further consolidated unity and advance along the scientific principles of
Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought. Since 1980 we have developed our
strength and increased our ability to influence and lead developments. Our Se-
cond International Conference of Marxist-Leninist Parties and Organisations
which was successfully convened despite unfavourable and difficult condi-
tions, represents a qualitative leap in the unity and maturing of our movement.

The communist movement is, and can only be, an international movement.
Indeed the very launching of scientific socialism, the Communist Manifesto,
declared: ‘“Workers of the World, Unite!’” With the success of the October
Revolution, the formation of the Communist International and the subsequent
spreading of Marxism-Leninism to every corner of the globe, the international
unity of the working class took on an even more profound meaning.

At the present juncture of world history, the international proletariat has to

disintegrating due to its internal contradictions. And as the situation brightens
up, the revolutionaries in India with the tremendous boost they get from the in-
ternational unity of the proletariat will finally advance the cause of revolution.

EEEE R ]

Transcribed Statement From Ferhad Safinya, Representative of the Union
of Iranian Communists (Sarbedaran):

I was supposed to take part in the present press conference as a represen-
tative of the conscious proletariat and the communist movement in Iran. Un-
fortunately, my health conditions prevented me from fulfilling this important
task. However, I rest assured that my other comrades will inform the world in
this proper manner about the success of the foundation of our movement and
its will to organisationally materialise the international unity of the proletariat
and the oppressed peoples and to form a new communist international.

For millions of Iranian toilers and workers who, shedding the blood of
thousands of their best sons and daughters, have been able to overthrow one of
the strongest puppet regimes of the western imperialist bloc just a few years ago
and are at the present time crossing swords with one of the most dreadful
fascist dictatorships of the world, this is a great encouragement to witness the
process of the material grafting of their movement with its international allies.
In this manner, our revolution will be able to benefit from the moral and
material support and the invaluable experience of its comrades-in-arms and,
reciprocally, let the oppressed of the world know about its realities and ex-
periences and in its own turn strive to help the world revolution.

Much has been said about Iran during the last few years, but unfortunately,
because of the lack of the sort of international organisation we are striving to
form, the following has been the line and the reactionary version of both im-
perialist blocs about the realities of the Iranian revolution, or rather the version
they want tomake the people believe that has been fed to world public opinion.
By distorting the realities of Iran and presenting the Islamic Republic as the
typical outcome of revolution in the western imperialist bloc, it has tried to
whitewash the ugly face of the dictatorship’s dependence on imperialism,
frighten the oppressed peoples from making revolution and to represent the
Iranian people as savage and brutal, deserving dictatorship.

The propaganda of the Islamic Republic itself which is trying to picture our
revolution as a reactionary religious movement which had aimed from its
beginnings to bring to power a religious despotism of the existing sort, to repre-
sent Khomeini and his Islamic Republic as the true representatives of our
revolution and people, and more demagogical rubbish like this.

Propaganda of this type which is consciously and hypocritically being

Chittanjam and Ferha
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Jist Movement

take up the challenge of forming its own organisation, an International of a
new lype based on Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought, assimilating the
valuable experience of the past. And this goal must be boldly proclaimed
before the international proletariat and the oppressed of the world with the
same revolutionary daring of our predecessors from the Communards of Paris
to the proletarian rebels of Shanghai who dared to storm heaven and resolved
to do the “impossible’” — build a communist world.

The process of forming such an organisation will, in all likelihood, be a pro-
tracted one.

The most crucial task the Marxist-Leninists face, in this respect, is to evolvea
general line and a correct and viable organisational form, conforming to the
complex reality of the present-day world and the challenges it poses.

The function of such a new International will be to continue and deepen the
summation of experiences, develop the general line on which it is founded, and
serve as an overall guiding political centre. These tasks necessitate a form of
democratic centralism based on the ideological and political unity of Marxist-
Leninists. But it cannot be of the same nature as the functioning of a party ina
single state, since the components of such an international organisation will be
different parties having equality of right and responsibility of leading the
revolution in each country in the sense of each party’s share in the preparations
and acceleration of the world revolution.

The constitution of the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement, based on
the higher level of ideological and political unity of Marxist-Leninists achieved
through principled struggle, represents an extremely important step for the in-
ternational communist movement. But the need to race to catch up with the ob-

1 Safinya

magnified and supported by the imperialists has played a great role in confus-
ing the people all over the world on the nature of our revolution. But where is
that honest, not to say revolutionary or even progressive, Iranian who doesn’t
know that Khomeini and his Islamic Republic are representing the rule of not
revolution, but rather the worst traitors to revolution, and that they are the
most outstanding and concentrated symbols of counter-revolution?

The crimes committed by this regime against our people and the revolution
of our people are not countable. This is why, in spite of all the so-called anti-
imperialist gestures of the Islamic Republic, all the imperialist powers are giv-
ing it all-around support, openly or secretly. None'of this can be hidden from
our people who have gained tremendous experience during the awakening
years of revolution and the bitter class struggle. And this explains why the
Islamic Republic has not been able to fool our masses or force them into sub-
mission in spite of its tremendous demagogy and implementation of the most
barbaric oppressive measures. -

Our movement has seen a setback for sure, but the struggle hasn’t died out
and moreover, due to severe, incurable crisis and the struggle of the masses the
Islamic Republic is far from any kind of consolidation. Because of the silence
of the Iranian and imperialist media on the present-day realities of Iran and the
current struggles on different fronts makes it difficult for outsiders to grasp the
truth. For example, many people do not know that vast regions of Kurdistan in
Iran are not under the control of the Islamic Republic and the oppressed Kur-
dish people are waging a heroic armed struggle against tens of thousands of
Islamic Republic military forces and that just a few weeks ago with the use of
the most advanced weaponry supplied by both imperialist blocs and their
lackeys, the Islamic Republic started the greatest offensive ever on Kurdistan
which was completely crushed and beaten back with heavy casualties for the
regime. Or, many people are not informed of the growing labour movement
and the momentum it is gaining, and so on.

In connection with the above points and many other related questions, the
voice of the communist movement, the proletariat and the people of Iran has
not been heard very much. It is not in the capacity of this message to deal with
them more than this — but gradually and through the Revolutionary Interna-
tionalist Movement our voice will be heard more and more in the future. The
thick wall of reactionary propaganda of the imperialists and the Islamic
Republic which has obscured the face of our revolution will be torn apart. And
the Iranian revolution will be put to the conscious judgement of the people of
the world, the way it was and the way it is.

jective developments in the world is still apparent. The revolutionary struggle
of the masses of the people in all countries is crying out for genuine revolu-
tionary leadership. The genuine Marxist-Leninist forces, in individual coun-
tries and on a world scale, have the responsibility to provide such leadership
even as they continue to struggle to solidify and raise the level of their unity. In
this way the correct ideological and political line will bring forward new
soldiers and will become an ever more powerful material force in the world.
The words of the Communist Manifesto ring out all the more clearly today:
*‘The proletarians have nothing to lose but their chains. They have a world to
win."’

Ladies and gentlemen, as I’ve already pointed out communism is nothing if
it is not international. This has been illustrated by the very fact that the authors
of the Communist Manifesto were themselves responsible for the founding of
the First and then the Second International, followed by the Third Interna-
tional under the leadership of Lenin. Ever since the Third International was
dissolved in 1943, there has been no attempt to restore the organizational unity
of the international communist movement. The international communist
movement suffered a serious setback with the restoration of capitalism in the
Soviet Union under Khrushchev. Although subsequently the Chinese Com-
munist Party under the leadership of Mao Tsetung carried on a correct and
consistent ideological struggle against the poisonous theories of modern revi-
sionism as represented by the Soviet Communist Party, no attempt was made
to restore the organizational unity of the international communist movement.
The movement suffered a still further serious setback with the death of Com-
rade Mao Tsetung in 1976 and the success of the counterrevolutionary coup
d’état under the leadership of Teng Hsiao-ping. But nevertheless all over the
world there have been communists who did not surrender to the revisionism of
either the Soviet type or the Chinese type. In the Autumn of 1980 we were suc-
cessful in bringing together some of these forces at the First International Con-
ference of Marxist-Leninist Parties and Organisations. Since that time the
ideological and organizational unity among thesé forces has grown as has been
demonstrated by the successful holding of the Second International Con-
ference of Marxist-Leninist Parties and Organisations earlier this year. At this
conference at which there was participation from 14 different organizations
several important decisions were taken and a Committee was elected, entrusted
with the duty of carrying them out.

One of the most important decisions was the task set for the Committee to
work for and prepare for the launching of a new International. At the same
time there was a decision to publish a regular international journal to guide and
advise the Marxist-Leninist parties and organizations where they exist already
and to help in the formation of new Marxist-Leninist parties and organizations
where they do not exist. The conference also endorsed a Declaration which will
be released to the world on the First of May and printed in 22 different
languages. -

Ladies and gentlemen, that’s all that I have to say to you at the moment. |
now call upon Comrade Carl Dix of the Revolutionary Communist Party-of
the United States of America to say a few words to you about the resolutions
that were adopted at this conference.

Carl Dix: Thank you.

The following parties and organizations constituted themselves as the
Revolutionary Internationalist Movement at the Second International Con-
ference of Marxist-Leninist Parties and Organisations: Central Reorganisation
Committee, Communist Party of India (Marxist-Leninist); Ceylon Com-
munist Party; Communist Party of Colombia (Marxist-Leninist) Mao Tsetung
Regional Committee; Communist Party of Turkey/Marxist-Leninist; Haitian
International Revolutionary Group; Nepal Communist Party (Mashal); New
Zealand Red Flag Group; Nottingham/Stockport Communist Groups (Bri-
tain); Revolutionary Communist Group of Colombia; Revolutionary Com-
munist Party, India; Revolutionary Communist Party, USA; Revolutionary
Communist Union (Dominican Republic); Union of Iranian Communists
(Sarbedaran).

Comrade Sanmugathasan has already discussed the significance of the for-
mation of the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement. In view of its tasks to
help provide revolutionary leadership for the struggles of the masses worldwide
while also struggling to broaden and raise the level of unity of the proletariat,
the following resolutions were adopted by the Second Conference:

First there was a message to Chiang Ching and Chang Chun-chiao and the
proletarian revolutionaries in China, saluting their efforts in fighting under
Comrade Mao’s leadership of the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution and
continuing to fight for his line in the face of the counterrevolutionary coup of
Teng Hsiao-ping and Hua Kuo-feng. Chiang Ching’s example at her recent
trial was especially important in its inspirational value to proletarian revolu-
tionaries worldwide.

Second there was a message to all imprisoned fighters for revolution. In their

Continued on page 10
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Press: Are they not all banned parties?

N. Sanmugathasan: Not all, for instance, my party, the Ceylon Communist
Party, is not banned, that's maybe one of the reasons why I’'m here. But a good
majority of them are parties, well, I won't say they are banned but they are
underground parties which don’t have a legal existence.

Carl Dix: Even in the case of parties which are not illegal, clandestinity is im-
portant. For example the Revolutionary Communist Party, USA has a legal
existence and does quite a bit of public work, but we are a party seriously
preparing for revolution and we have seen already the desire of the impérialists
to attack the party and especially its leadership in attacks on our chairman, Bob
Avakian. And, we think it was very important and very correct for the Revolu-
tionary Internationalist Movement to hold the conference clandestinely, and
parties seriously preparing for revolution cannot divulge such information.
Press: Is there any particular significance in holding this press conference in
London and not somewhere else?

N. Sanmugathasan: We thought we would be able to get our message across to
the largest possible audience in London. '

Press: Could you tell us what evidence you have for your statement that
millions of revolutionary successors in China are yearning for the day to settle
accounts with the revisionist usurpers?

N. Sanmugathasan: Yes.

Press: As you know it’s possible to visit China and talk to people including peo-
ple who are critical of the new leadership, some of whom were put injail but as
far as I’'m aware this sort of opinion is not expressed by young people in China.
N. Sanmugathasan: You see, China is a large country and it is possible for dif-
ferent people to get different impressions even on a visit. The only point that I
would like to stress here is that I think our comrades from the RCP,USA
through the Revolutionary Worker have already published a statement from the
Central Committee of the Communist Party (Marxist-Leninist) of China who
uphold Mao Tsetung Thought; in the sense that we know of the struggle that
took place immediately following the death of Mao and that it was simply by
violence and a coup d’état that has succeeded in suppressing that movement
particularly in the city of Shanghai; and so we are aware of some of these forces
but it is an estimation, our estimation that we have expressed in this document,

but 1 don’t think that we can go to prove the existence of those forces in China

at the moment.
Carl Dix: We published two declarations from an underground party in China
and also we know of the arrest of countless thousands of party members, not

Biographical Notes

Here are some brief notes on the political history of the participanis in the
March 12 London press conference which announced the formation of the
Revolutionary Internationalist Movement (see transcript in centerfold):

N. Sanmugathasan, age 64, was a founding member of the Ceylon Com-

munist Party in 1943 after graduating from the University of Ceylon. He
played a leading role in the ideological struggle that the Communist Party car-
ried out in its early years against counterrevolutionary Trotskyism.

Sanmugathasan has also played a leading role in guiding the Ceylon Trade
Union Federation (CTUF), which is one of the main trade union centers in the
island and the main mass organization under the leadership of the Communist
Party. In his capacity as general-secretary of the CTUF he attended the foun-
ding congress of the World Federation of Trade Unions; following the Soviet
aggression against Czechoslovakia, the CTUF withdrew from the World
Federation.

During the international ideological dispute betewen Marxism-Leninism
and modern revisionism, Sanmugathasan championed the ideas of Marxism-
Leninism inside the party. When this dispute led to a split in the party, he led
the formation of the Marxist-Leninist Communist Party of which he is general-
secretary. His ties and that of his party with revolutionary China were very
close. He visited China three times during the Great Proletarian Cultural
Revolution and was received by Chairman Mao Tsetung in 1967. These ties
with China ceased after the death of Mao. :

Sanmugathasan and his party have continued to uphold Mao Tsetung
- Thought and he has authored The Red Banner of Mao Tsetung Thought; A
Marxist Looks at the History of Ceylon; and A Short History of the Left
Movement in Ceylon. During the youth insurrection in Sri Lanka in 1971, he
was arrested and detained for 10 months. He was a delegate to the First Inter-
national Conference of Marxist-Leninist Parties and Organisations held in the
Autumn of 1980 and also attended the Second Conference which concluded
recently.
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Delal Kamaci, 29 years old, represented the Communist Party of
Turkey/Marxist-Leninist (TKP/ML), at the London press conference. Delal
came to know the world as a daughter of Kurdish proletarians in West Ger-
many. After some schooling in West Germany, she was forced to return to
Turkey, where at the age of 19 she became involved in the revolutionary move-
ment. During the years 1977-1980, when armed struggle was spontaneously
mounting in Turkey, she was already active in the TKP/ML which was waging
armed struggle in preparation for people’s war. Her political work was concen-
trated in eastern Turkey where she was a leading person in the organization of
peasant councils and their political training.

Delal gave political leadership to the mass activities of revolutionary land
seizures from feudal landlords who are protected by the armed forces of the
Turkish state. She was popular among working women for being a strong,
class-conscious force among them in the struggle against class and national op-
pression and backward feudal ideology in regard to women. Later on, because
of hounding by the fascist regime, Delal had to leave Turkey to avoid prosecu-
tion. Today, she carries on her revolutionary work in West Germany.

e i g de

Carl Dix, age 35, is a founding member of the Revolutionary Communist
Party, USA, and has a long history of revolutionary struggle. In 1970 he was
one of the Fort Lewis 6 — the largest group refusal of U.S. soldiers who refused
orders to Vietnam. While in the Fort Lewis stockade he led a hunger strike
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just Chiang Ching and Chang Chun-chiao, but countless thousands of party
members and others who stood up for Mao’s line in the aftermath of Mao’s
death and the coup against those who tried to carry out his line; and we know
that those people have been arrested and many are still held in jail. So there are
people who still want to get a chance to stand up for what Mao stood for and to
carry the revolution forward in China, we think that’s definitely the case. And
you see the other thing that’s got to be looked at is the situation that’s develop-
ing in the world which both Comrade Sanmugathasan and Comrade Kamaci
spoke to and what that’s going to mean, not only in China, but frankly
worldwide. And we know that not only in China, but even in the imperialist
countries. I’ve lived in the ghettos of the U.S., I’ve been in their prisons, I’ve
been in their army and their military prisons and believe me, I am confident
that there are people who want to get the chance to bring imperialism down and
are waiting both for the conditions to ripen but also for there to be a force to
lead it. That’s the significance of the parties coming together to begin to form a
core of that kind of revolutionary leadership that’s going to be needed. And
just on this army point, we really appreciate the military training that the impe-
rialists are giving the masses and the fact that they’re putting guns in their
hands, and from my experience in the army during the time of Vietnam, I’'m
quite confident that we’ll be able to win some of those troops to see that the
guns have to be pointed against the imperialists and their lackeys and not at
other proletarians and oppressed people around the world in the war that the
imperialist war blocs are planning.

N. Sanmugathasan: Any other questions?

Press: This is a bit of a theoretical question but I wonder if you’ve discussed it
and was it a problem for you at all? Suppose for a moment that you actually
succeed in overthrowing imperialism and the most likely result of this'would be
that wherever you succeed a Soviet-type communism will be introduced, which
as you just put it will be just another, as far as you’re concerned, just another
type of imperialism. What’s your position about you’re being sort of objective-
ly the allies of the Soviets in this sort of game?
N. Sanmugathasan: There’s a slight confusion in the way you pose this ques-
tion because the destruction of imperialism and capitalism need not result in
this present Soviet-type of revisionist rule. Let’s remember that up to the time
of Khrushchev usurping through a palace coup the power of the Soviet Union,
the Soviet Union followed a different course and it was a different kind of
; Continued on page 12

against the beatings and brutality inflicted on rebellious prisoners. While serv-
ing a two-year sentence for refusing to go to Vietnam in Leavenworth Military
Prison, he was arrested in prison on charges of ‘‘conspiring to overthrow the
legitimate authority of the stockade,’’ for which he spent approximately 15
months in solitary confinement. While in prison, he joined the Vietnam
Veterans Against the War (Anti-Imperialist), and upon his release from prison
in January 1972, he joined the Black Workers Congress (an organization of
revolutionary Black workers). He was vice-chair-of the Baltimore chapter of
the African Liberation Support Committee and a member of its national steer-
ing committee from 1973-1975.

He worked in the steel industry from 1973 until a serious work injury in 1978,
and was a coordinator of Steelworkers for Equality at the Bethlehem Steel
Plant in Baltimore, fighting against racial discrimination. While building for,
May Day 1980 demonstrations, Carl was arrested in Youngstown, Ohioand in
West Virginia, where he was originally charged with a treason law making it il-
legal to display a red flag in public. He was also panel moderator for the 1981
Mass Proletarian War Crimes Tribunal against U.S. Imperialism and a panelist
at the debate on ‘‘The Nature and Role of the Soviet Union’’ held in New York
City in May 1983.
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K. Chittanjam, age 30, of the Central Reorganisation Committee, Com-
munist Party of India (Marxist-Leninist), was scheduled to speak at the Lon-
don press conference but was prevented from entering the country by British
immigration. (See statement in centerfold.) Chittanjam rebelled against the

. revisionist leadership within the Communist Party of India (Marxist) and at the

age of 16 came out of their Student Federation (SFI) in 1971, supporting the
revolutionary political line of Charu Mazumdar. He left home to build under-
ground party organization among the peasantry. He was an underground
cadre from 1971 to 1975, participating in armed actions against the landlords
and police forces.

Following the murder of Charu Mazumdar in 1972 and the arrests and
murders of regional leaders, Chittanjam played an important role in reorganiz-
ing the party and fighting against trends opposed to Mazumdar’s line. He was
arrested during the Internal Emergency imposed by Indira Gandhiin 1975, suf-

. fered two months of torture and wasn’t released from jail until 1979. In the

period following the 1976 counterrevolutionary coup in China, Chittanjam

- rebelled against the Teng Hsiao-ping trend and played an important role in

fighting for Mao Tsetung Thought as the party’s guiding ideology and in
strengthening its organization.

whede ek

Ferhad Safinya of the Union of Iranian Communists (Sarbedaran) was also
scheduled to speak in London but was unable to attend due to wounds incu rred
fighting the Khomeini regime. (See statement in centerfold.) For 30 of his 50
years, Ferhad Safinya was an active opponent of the Shah of Iran. After the
overthrow of the Shah in 1979, he continued to struggle to advance the revolu-
tion. Following the consolidation of power by the Khomeini regime and the
IRP, Ferhad joined the Union of Iranian Communists and Sarbedaran.

He has been involved in numerous clashes with the regime’s military forces
and was an active participant in the “Amol Uprising’* of January 25, 1982,
when he was seriously wounded. This uprising marked a significant point in the
development of revolutionary armed struggle against the Iranian state. Since
that time Ferhad has been forced into exile where he continues activity to ad-
vance the revolution in Iran and the world revolution. ]







Greeting From
Uninvited Guests

This letter came to the RW from Bri-
tain:

Dear RW

March '84 is an excellent month for
all those who hate the rich and power-
ful. There is a new mood in the air, more
aggressive, more contemptuous. The
proletariat is coming out of the ghettos
to spit on the bourgeois on their own
doorsteps. No banners pleading for han-
douts or begging for favors, no flowers
or songs for peace but a crowd of youth
chanting “scum! parasite!” as the
bourgeois walked past with frozen
smiles. Past a banner commanding
them to "“Behold your executioners.”

- The Horse and Hounds Ball is one of
the highpoints on the sociai calendar of
Britain's bourgeoisie held in the heart of
London's swanky hotel quarter so the
reception was totally unexpected. The
hotel security chief was led by an ex-
cop thrown out of the force when his
corruption became an embarrassment,
but he had obviously not lost touch with
his old porky friends who soon pulled
up in front of the hotel. Almost im-
mediately they had singled out one of
the proletarians to serve as example.
Thrown into the police van where he
was out of sight it was easy for the pigs
to give him a good working over and
make it pretty plain to others too. That

World War

Continued from page 1

against the MX and such things as the
large nuclear aircraft carriers? Yes, and
listen to Hart’s particular objections to
the MX in a piece he did for the Washing-
ton Post last year: ““This weapon will add
nothing te the survivability of our land-
based force...the MX represents an
enormous diversion of defense resources
from either a smaller new mobile missile
or from improving our conventional
forces. . .(it) will mean less emphasis on:
truly survivable alternatives to today’s
vulnerable land-based missiles. Each MX
we build will mean fewer ships, fewer
tanks, fewer fighters and less readiness to
face the threats before us around the
giobe. . . .If the issue is national will, we
should put our defense dollars where they
count—not on a vulnerable missile that
all agree cannot be defended. If the issue.
is national will, then continually running
-down our arsenal before our people and
the world is not the way to demonstrate
it.”’ Note that he advocares a ‘‘smaller
new mobile missile,”” a strategic nuke he
considers less vulnerable (presumably the
proposed ‘““Midgetman’’). If building 100
MX missiles is ““running down’’ the U.S.
arsenal, one wonders how many M-60
tanks and Midgetmen nukes Hart would
consider sufficient to meet his criterion
that ““In war, numbers count,”’

Hart posits similar reasons for his op-
position to the trend toward large nuclear
carriers and subs—i.e., they would be too
few and thus too vulnerable to Soviet at-
tacks and it would be better to go with
mor>, smaller ones dispersed to blanket
the Earth’s surface. As Hart has explain-
ed: ““If you don’t build so many large,
nuclear-powered submarines, you can af-
ford to build a lot more conventionally-
powered submarines. If you cut back on
very expensive high-performance aircraft
for the big carriers, such as the F-18, there
will be several billion dollars more for
smaller carriers and V/STOL—verti-
cal/short take-off and landing—air-
craft.”” Why rely increasingly on high-per-
formance aircraft, Hart wonders, when
“‘the future might be better served by lower
performance multipurpose aircraft which
can be adapted to a variety of missions
through changes in their sensors and wea-
pons. With the ‘smart’ weaponry offered
to us by today’s technology, this is by no
means a farfetched concept. . .."”

-

van was jumping on its springs and only
stopped when a porker jumped out rub-
bing his bruised knuckles.

Anarchism has a big attraction here
in Britain and it's no wonder if one
takes as representatives of Com-
munism those “left” parties all intent on
getting a seat in Parliament or at {east
working to influence them. Like those
demos “‘asking for peace’ or some
other favor. But a breath of fresh air
blew over Britain this March. This youth
turns its back on all that electoral
bullshit, walks up to the bourgeois and
spits on-his velvet three piece and tells
him what he is: “‘Scum!" “Parasite!"

Editors Note: The accompanying clip-
ping to this letter from a London daily
also took note that the “greeters"” sup-

- plied a “raw-egg first course” to those

arriving at the ball, and noted that the
“greeters" were "balaclava clad.” The
choice of words here makes for an in-
teresting bit of trivia since a balaclava
—a woolen head-covering with open-
ings foreyes, nose and mouth like a ski-
mask—takes.its name from the town of
Balaklava which was the site of the
famous “Charge of the Light Brigade,"
a disastrous military defeat for Britain
in the Crimean War. Premonitions for-
future difficulties, perhaps?

Hart wants “‘the right stuff”’ to do a
complicated job: “‘If the Soviets were ac-
tive only in Europe, I would say that what
we are doing is probably adequate and
right. But they are not only active in
Europe. They are expanding their mili-
tary capability all over the world. . .it is
as important to have a Navy capable of
protecting the sea lanes that carry raw
materials as it is to have forces in Europe
capable of deterring the Soviets there.”’
Moreover, Hart has noted (for example,
in a piece he did in 1978 for the journal
International Security) that the small car-

~ rier concept would be sufficient “‘to con-

stitute a major force in many Third
World areas, and would thus be useful in
the diplomatic presence mission. It could
serve a need as an amphibious assault
ship....”

Clearly Gary Hart has done some
serious * thinking about some of the
broader aspects of fighting and beating
the Soviets in WW 3, as well as

‘‘diplomatically’’ countering various" °

other threats along the way. And consis-
tent with his campaign theme, Hart has
insisted that “‘in combat, ideas are at least
as important as weapons.”’ In his
February 1982 article for the NY Times
Magazine on “What's Wrong With the
Military?’’, Hart railed that: ““It has been
‘more than 30 years since the last clear-cut
American victory, the brilliant and
audacious landing at' Inchon. Vietnam,
the Pyrrhic victory in the Mayaguez af-
fair and the failed Iranian rescue attempt
all attest to deep-seated problems in our
armed services....New ideas, from in-
side and outside the services, are seldom
heard and less often welcomed.”” Hart
perpetuates the standard mythology of a
U.S. victory in Korea by referring to In-
chon, a point any serious strategist would

_be hard pressed to make regarding the lat-

ter events described. Vietnam becomes
grist for Hart’s mill: the U.S. needs a win-
ning strategy.

Hart notes that ‘‘in the stress and chaos
of combat, people fight less for ‘king and
country’ than for their buddies. If the
person next to them is not a buddy but a
stranger, they are more apt to sit out the
fight or break and run.”’ His idea here
would be to find ways to substantially im-
prove military cohesion, ‘“‘the psycho-
logical bonding that takes place within
the small, basic unit,”” like adopting the
British practice where ‘‘a unit contains
the same people for long periods.”” But,
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as Hart complains, piecemeal solutions
don’t cut it since the whole U.S. military

structure is oyer-bureaucratized and
dangerously obsolete: “‘Our new Pattons
will not spring up out of gym classes and
electrical engineering courses. . . military
schools do not provide an education in
the art of war...most of our exercises
follow rigid scripts, where everyone
knows well in advance what he and his
opponent will do and when. It’s more like
a ballet than war.”’

Hart warns that ‘‘our military today
bears an unhealthy resemblence to the
French army of 1940’ which fortified
itself behind the Maginot Line to which
“‘the Blitzkreig—a fresh approach—pro-
vided a decisive answer.’’ Hart stresses
fast-tempo attacks that would ‘‘destroy
the enemy’s cohesion—and the opposing
commander’s ability to think clearly—by
creating surprising and dangerous situa-
tions faster than he can cope with them.
The German exploit in 1940 is a good ex-
ample. So are most of the Israeli cam-
paigns....”

. Here it should be noted in passing that
Hart is not only a rabid admirer of Israeli
tactics, but an all-around supporter of
Israel which he advertises as “‘a sound,
sensible strategic investment for those
who care about the United States.”’ Hart
deplored any condemnation of the Israeli
bombing of the Iraqi nuclear reactor and
even criticized Reagan for temporarily
withholding delivery of F-16s to Israel
when it was clear to even the most ardent
Israel-lover that a certain U.S. distancing
from its Middle East mad dog was re-
quired under the circumstances. No
wonder Jewish World ratés Hart “‘a con-
sistent friend,’” one who last year *‘issued
a supportive statement regarding Israel’s
military operations in Lebanon.” (Hartis
fond of saying things at Israel fundraisers
like ‘“Israel and the United States share
the dream of freedom. . .the vision that
Golda Meir carried from the United
States to make the desert bloom’ —not
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one of his more “fresh and original”
perceptions.)

e de e Fe ke

Gary Hart is a representative of a
specific military line current in some U.S.
ruling quarters. He dovetails somewhat
with the military positions associated
with people like Robert McNamara,
whose own ‘‘new ideas’’ were the subject
of exposure in RW No. 244. Under the
veil of arms control, this doctrine ques-
tions the strategic relevancy of certain
aspects of the U.S, nuclear build-up like
the MX, and stresses the need for more
finely honed, and drastically beefed-up,
conventional capabilities.

" It is too soon to tell if the elections will
actually become a vehicle for the public
airing of differing imperialist world war
doctrines. Hart’s appearance ‘‘out of
nowhere’’ suggests the affirmative possi-
bility, as does a recent Mondale charge
that Hart’s military views come
“‘dangerously close to defeatism.’” Will
the debate shift from Gary Hart’s alleged
improprieties regarding a high-school
chemistry exam to a controversy over
“military reform?’’ Will Hart flesh out
his vision of a resurgent America? Will
footage of John Kennedy at the Berlin
Wall be retrieved from the file? (Will a
Scoop Jackson docu-drama be produc-
ed?) And will the taverns of Chicago’s
Southwest side ring with informed obser-
vations of the state of American
“‘readiness?”’ (And will they on the North
side?)

We’ll see. In the meantime, Gary Hart
remains Mreflexible. . .and Mr. realism.
He concludes his New York Times
Magazine piece by declaring: “We can
hear the distant thunder:It is far less plea-
sant to confront the new realities for the
first time on the battlefield.’

That the thunder is not so distant may
become even more obvious on the road to
the Democratic Party convention in San
Francisco. L]









T he proletanans have -
nothing to lase but their chams

They have a world to win.” -
Communist Manifesto

Support The Revolutionary
lnternatlonallst Movement!

The Revolutionary Worker calls for e Dramatic expansion in broad circulation of the RW. This issue carries the

a special effort to bulid support for transcript of the major press conference in London, March 12, 1984 where the

the Revolutionary Internationalist formation of the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement was announced and
Movement so that this Issue No. 247 carries the historic Communiqué of the Second International
new movement may launch its Conference of Marxist-Leninist Parties and Organizations announcing important
historic work in the most decisions and resolutions taken at the conference including international

powerful way possible. slogans for May 1st, 1984. Readers are especially encouraged to put the paper

We call for: | inthe hands of proletarians and others from countries around the world and to
'send this news to their friends, relatives and contacts internationally.

e Correspondence, statements and messages to greet the formation of the
- Revolutionary Internationalist Movement. (These can be sent via the RW,

Box 3486, Merchandise Mart, Chicago, lll. 60654.)

e Banners and other forms of internationalist exchanges to be circulated and
readied for May Ist.

o Full support for the launching of a
worldwide fund drive called for by
the Revolutionary Internationalist
Movement by pledging and
gathering funds.

On May 1st, 1984 the Declaration of the Revolutionary

Internationalist Movement Will Be Published!




