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The nee a bate 

August 1, 1983. Shouts of fury and 
triumph from hundreds of women 
rose and ripped th.eairof death and 
destruction around 1he Seneca 
Army Depo1. The ugly taunts of 
local defenders of !he American 
Way stopped, their mouths drop­
ped open. The slate troopers with 
police dogs and various local coun­
Jy police stood ready; the MPs on 
the inside of the chain/ink fence 
with face protectors and rifles 
drawn tensed. And then the first 
group of women moved through to 
the gate area, pulled themselves up 
to the top of the fence and went 
over. The MPs grabbed them. 
More women moved for ward, 
some with painted peace signs, 
feminist symbols, tears painted on 
their faces; some carried flowers; 
one group, including a 90-year-o/d 
blind woman, sa1 down and began 
reading from the bible. More 
women went over the fence, in­
cluding one group who had woven 
themselves together with a web of 
brightly colored yarn and went over 
together, pausing at the top to give 
a triumphant clenched-fist salute. 
All in all, over 200 women went 
over the fence. 

- RW reporter's notes 

Scenes like these brought the Seneca, 
New York, Women's Encampment for a 
Future of Peace and Justice to national 
and international attention. One of many 

such camps, st retching from Comiso, Ita­
ly, to West Germa ny, to California, and 
inspired generally by the two-year-old 
camp outside the U.S. Air Force Base 
near Greenham Commons, England, 
Seneca has become a touchstone for 
many in the movement against nuclear 
war and agai nst the oppression of 
women. 

From the beginning, the camp brought 
toget her a fresh and lively cacophony of 
people, views, credos, morals, and 
politics; it "was no t one peace camp, but 
many camps, " as one participant so well 
described it. Largely committed to nonvio­
lence, widely infuenced by feminism (of 
ma ny forms and versions), the camp 
managed to coalesce around a certain 
stand of defiance, ''rising to the emergen­
cy" as its handbook put it, "and accept­
ing responsibility for their own lives, the 
lives of their children, and all life on 
earth ." It wasn't simply a matter of tac­
tics which were focused on the Seneca 
Army Depot, a transshipment point for 
U.S. nukes; civil disobedience is nothing 
new. More that the tactics were accom­
panied by a determination to do what was 
needed to stop this war machine, and a 
view of speaking to the world: ''the camp 
required a kind of leap of imagination," 
someone said. People arrived from 
England, Italy: Japan; from Vermont 
and Minneapolis. But by autumn a full­
fledged debate spread in the movement as 
the camp came under a regular avalanche 
of criticism . How and why did this 
courageous and significant protest corne 
under such sharp attack? What is a t stake 

in the summing up? 

July 28, 1983. "When they came in­
to Waterloo, they saw a huge sign 
stretched between two houses. It 
greeted them: 'Nuke Them Till 
They Glow, Then Shoot Them in 
the Dark.' They turned the corner 
to cross the Waterloo Bridge, and 
were met by several hundred 
Waterloo citizens, nearly all 
holding up large and lillle flags, 
nearly all screaming f out cries and 
words they hoped. would insult the 
women. 'Commies,' 'lezzies,' 'Kill 
Them, ' 'Nuke Them. ' Many car­
riedflagpo/es with poin1ed tips, an...d 
their enraged screams and jabbing 
terrified our women, who after 
brief discussion decided to sit 
down .... The sheriff. .. offered a 
detour which made sense to some 
women. But for the women silling 
under the barrage of hatred, it 
seemed f oa fish to turn their 
backs." 

- Grace Paley, "The Seneca 
Stories, " Ms. magazine, 

December 1983 

A man with a 12-guage shotgun 
and a pock elf ul of ammunition 
rushed towards the women. He was 
detained, given a ticket for menac­
ing the public, and released . ... One 
sign read "Traitors to America and 
Womanhood Go Home. "Shouts of 
"Go home, " were meant quite 
literally, go back to the kitchen, the 

nursery, the bedroom . ... 
- RW reporter's notes on 

Waterloo confrontation 

The confrontat ion at Waterloo, which 
came during a march to honor historic 
figures in the women's m9vement, occur­
red only a few days before the mass ac­
tion at the Depot gates. It did not halt the 
momentum of the camp. But it did 
become the rallying point for all those 
who were, or had been already, disturb­
ed, critical, or in outright opposition to 
the "in your face" character of the camp 
and the determinat ion of the women to 
go up against the war machine. 

By the fall, a major feminist monthly 
paper in New York, WomaNews, carried 
an a rticle which typified the growing 
criticism, stating: " I think Waterloo 
raises serious issues about the goals and 
stra tegies o f the women's peace move­
ment. To me, the very concept of the 
Seneca Falls Peace Camp deserves to be 
questioned . Not so much the peace camp 
itself, but the politics of establishing an 
encampment of feminists, lesbians, and 
anti-nuclear activists in a conservat ive 
community where there are few roots to 
the peace movement .... " The autho r 
called for "a polit ics committed to 
reaching, educating, and being educated 
by diverse people. It is only this massive 
empowerment a nd the struggle it enta ils, 
that is worthy of the name feminism." 
Others were a bit more blunt. Antiwar ac­
tivist Norma Becker complained at an im­
portant public dialogue in New York that 
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Miami 
Pig Trial 

Nears 
Conclusion 

The trial of Miami cop Luis Alvarez is 
coming to a close. Alvarez is charged with 
manslaughter for shooting 20-year-old 
Black youth Nevell Johnson in a aowded 
video arcade on December 28, 1982: the 
incident which sparked the Overtown 
rebellion. As expected, the Alvarez 
defense team has spent the past two 
weeks conducting a vicious courtroom at­
tack on Nevell Johnson. Alvarez himself 
was quoted on national TV news, from 
the witness stand, as saying "I deliberate­
ly shot him." Another " justifiable 
homicide, ' ' pig-style. 

Ridiculous and undocumented stories 
have been filtering out of Miami via the 
national news media to try to bolster the 
twisted courtroom scene, most of these 
stories completely unrelated to the even­
ing of December 28. The world now has 
been told tha t Nevell Johnson pawned a 
shotgun two weeks before he was 
murdered, and that Nevell Johnson's 
father has some, unspecified o f course, 
crim inal record, a nd that Nevell 
Johnson, Sr., was also shot by police in 
1967. More outrageous tha n even that 

type of testimony was the widely touted 
lie that Nevell Johnson was "a crook who 
deserved to be shot," according to a 
woman who claims she reported to the 
police, some four months after it alleg~d-
ly happened, that Johnson had robbed 
her. She says she reported ii just so that 
people would know "Alvarez shot a 
crook." And this is only a bit of the gar­
bage that has been brought up ~nd s~­
ed out in this case. Other ma1or stones 
and editorials in Miami have been 
lauding the great work of Miami police, 
moaning about how many people get shot 
in the line of duty, and around this case 
praising both Judge David Gersten and 
Alvarez defense attorney Roy Black.' Just 

-
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persona~ interest stories that have nothing 
to do with the trial, we suppose. All the 
public opinion creating has left little 
room to doubt what the verdict will be. 

Also, as has been expected, the mood 
in both Overtown and Liberty City is one 
of deep anger, anger which deepens as the 
news from the trial spreads. The local 
Community Relations Board is holding 
prayer meetings, breakfast meetings, and 
radio talk shows, with its men spending 
hours walking out among especially the 
youth, begging for calm. A somewhat 
frantic effort is underway to pull off what 
was· not accomplished in either December 
1982 or May 1980. 

Miami City Manager Howard Gary 
(the highest Black public official, who is 
still embroiled in some of the aftereffects 
of firing the po lice chief) has been more 
than a little candid about what should be 
expected, though, just in case the present 
methods fail again. As Gary told the 
press a ft er one mass meeting held in 
Ovenown on Monday, March 5th, with a 
hea ted exchange between the 150 masses 
and the army of politicians, " I saw more 
anger in that meeting today than I've seen 
in this city in a long time. It disturbed me. 
We're a lways prepared to protect the city. 
There a re different ways you protect the 
ci ty. The first is a preventive approach, 

which is what we are trying to do here ·to­
day. Obviously, there is the approach we 
don't like to use and that 's the one of 
force." 

To emphasize this point the police 
presence in Black neighborhoods has 
been escalated. A special caravan of cops 
with about 20 vehicles, including paddy 
wagons, has caravaned through Over­
town sev.eral times in the past week. In 
one Black neighborhood, RiChmond 
Heights, Black youth rocked and bottled · 
police for four hours last Thursday afler­
noon, after a 30-year-old Black man died 
mysteriously while in police custody. The 
man had been arrested for "resisting ar­
rest" and was dead within hours. The 
Community Relation~ Board, which had 
put all its people into Overtown and 
Liberty City, spent several days scurrying 

around these new streets that they were 
having to try to bring back into line. 

As the trial nears a close in Miami, the 
political work of proletarian interna­
tionalists has been further unleashed. In 
one instance, a group of Hai tian revolu­
tionaries wrote the following statement 
which has been circulating for signature: 

To the Black people of Miami: 
Today, as the tria l of Luis Alvarez is 

nearing an end, we Haitian refugees 
salute you in the spirit of proletarian in­
ternationalism. The brutal murder of 
Nevell Johnson filled us with anger and 
disgust; your powerful Febellion at 1that 
time was an inspiration to all oppressed 
who have suffered under this system. 
Now the sta te is engaged in ¥et another 
crime - this SQ·called trial, which is real­
ly a whitewash of the po lice murder, and 

·an attempt to blame the victim, and all 
Black people, for the brutality inflicted 
upon them. . 

We share much in common. Like you, 
we are mostly proletarians, propertyless 
wage slaves, forced to beg the capitalists 
for the right to slave for them, and if we 
are lucky enough to be hired, receiving 
barely the means to survive in return. 
Like you, we a re a lso oppressed as a peo­
ple, as a nation, discriminated against, 
hounded, openly mocked and treated like 
an inferior spec;ies. Most recently, the 
U .S. courts came out and openly pro­
claimed tha t Haitians have no rights 
under the Constitution, that we can be 
held in concentration camps li ke Krome, 
or deported back to death or prison at the 
hands of the U.S.-owned Duvalier dic­
tatorship in H ait i - a ll wi thout any legal 
recourse at all. 

There are two lessons in this decision, 
and in the Alvarez tria l. One is that the 
imperialis t rulers desperately fear the 
millions they hold in chains - this is why 
they seek ever new ways to terrorize us in­
to submissio n . The o ther is ihat the op­
pressed have no rights the oppressor is 
bound· to respect - in defense of their 
unholy empire, the imperialists will com­
mit every crime, from robbery to nuclear , 
war, and find a law or a court to sanctify 
it with the holy water of "democracy." 

Let us take these lessons to heart. We 
do not want - and they won't let us 
anyway - to participate in their criminal 
system. We do not ask their mercy, which 
we have never received. We seek only to 
participate in the growing struggle of peo­
ple like ourselves throughout the world ,_ 

. people of every color and nationality, 
who are fighting 10 end this madness 
through revolution. We take their latest 
attacks only as a sign of their weakness 
and vulnerability, and pledge to redouble 
our efforts to defeat them, and to support 
all others in this cause. 

DOWN WITH THE OPPRESSION 
OF BLACK PEOPLE! 

DOWN WITH IMPERIALISfyf 
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD! 

LONG LIVE REVOLUTION! 

Haitian refugees, 
politic~! activists 

and revolutionaries 
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During the winter months, rhe Lower 
Rio Grande Valley area of Texas is usual­
ly reeming wirh ac1ivi1y as tens of 
rhousands of farmworkers do rhe back­
breaking work of ha rvesting the cirrus 
fruits that form a cornerstone of the 
economy in this richly fertile agriculrural 
area. But the cold winds that blew across 
rhe Central Plains of the U.S. around 
Christmas lasr year devastated the 
delicate trees, and now the enormous 
orange and grapefruit groves are filled 
with leafless, barren trees, and the 
ground around them. is blanketed with 
the rotting fruit. 

In the larger towns of the valley, such 
as McAllen and Harlingen, the cold 
weather may not seem , at first glance, to 
have had too much effect. New shopping 
malls are filled with well-fed customers, 
most of them vacationers who cruise 
down in their Winnebagos from 
midwestern sta tes likt 'owa, Kansas, and 
Minnesota to spend the -....·inter months in 
the warmth of southern Texas's semi­
tropical climate. ("Visit Pharr," one .. 
typical ad blares, "the RV park capital of 
Texas.") But away from the sight of the 
Sears Roebucks and Wendy's, and out of 
view of the highways, the situation is 
quite different. Down dirt roads and 
paths scatte red throughout the groves 
and fields ar~ the colonias - rural ghet­
tos where those who work the fields live 
in the winter months, a nd it is here that 
the effects of the four freezing days in 
December - called by farmworkers la 
he/ado (the ice) - is being felt with 
devastating force. 

It is not as if the Chicano and Mexican 
proletarians in south Texas had been 
prospering any before the cold weather. 
T he official unemployment rate in the 
valley as a whole was about 20%, and 
Laredo, at its northern end, had for some 
time had the highest unemployment rate 
of any ci ty in the U.S. A "good job" 
meant something that lasted for a couple 
of months picking fruits o r vegetables on 
the same farm, wit h typical pay being 60 
cents for each crate of good oranges pick­
ed. The citrus crop has for years been cen­
tral to thousands of people for getting 
through each year o n a barely subsistence 
level; the harvest had put virtually every­
one, man, woman, and child, to work for 
a few intense months, enabling them to 
make it through the winter months and 
the bad harvests in other crops before 
they begin their yearly journey north­
ward, harvesting vegetables a nd fruit s in 
locations from Idaho to Ohio. 

Most estimates now place unemploy­
ment in the Rio Grande Valley a t around 
400Jo , and it is probably higher. With the 
exception of small gangs working an oc­
casional onion or cabbage field , the o nce 
lush fields and groves in the valley are 

now empty of proletarians. Official, and 
no doubt very conservative, estimates say 
that 30-40,000 farmworkers have no 
work, and there is not the slightest pros­
pect that they will gain any before they 
travel north in the spring, if they are able 
10 pay for the gas for the trip. A Texas 
Employment Commission official esti­
mated that another 5,000 workers will 
lose their jobs in the next few weeks when 
canneries and· processing plants exhaust 
their inventories. A Catholic nun who has 
worked in the area for ten years on social 
programs for farmworkers said, "People 
have always lived on the edge, but now 
the edge is crumbling." 

While as many as two thousand people 
in one night have come to a Carholic 
church in rural San Juan, Texas (which 
has a total population of only 7,600) for 
the nightly free meals made from govern­
ment surplus food, countless others are 
unable to go there or to any of the few 
locations with free food because of the 
dis tances involved . Every night, 
thousands of families weigh whether to 
drive to tow.n for a plate of burritos and 
beans..or go hungry and saye. their gas for 
a trip in the morning when. the slim hope 
r~mains that some employer will hire 
them for a few days. 

The cold weather, and still less the 
devastation of imperialist disarticulation, 
did not of course stop a t the U.S./Mex­
ican border. Added to · the already im­
poverished conditions in the valley, and 
the large number of Mexican people who 
are continually paying coyotes and trying 
to evade the police for the "opportunity" 
of picking grapefruit in the U.S., is that 
there has been a huge rise in the number 
of people trying to get into the U.S. from 
Mexico, and a correspondingly more in­
tense presence of the U.S. Border Patrol. 
U.S. Border Patrol offices in McAllen 
and Laredo seized and deported almost 
40,000 people in the three months from 
October to December 1983, about 40% 
more people than the same period a year 
ago. And in the week of February 21 
thro ugh 28 alone the McAllen Border 
Patrol in the heart of the valley arrested 
817 so-called "undocumented" workers, 
approximately eight times the number of 
people in busts in an "average" week . 

Polilical Poison 

As pressure from numerous contradic­
tions mount In the area, an array of 
forces and agencies are at work to subdue 
and contain them, and others are a t work 
just as feverishly to allow some of the ac­
cumula ted outrage an outtet into the 
mainstream of political life, generally 
meaning the Democratic Party. Follow­
ing la he/ado, Ronald Reagan declared 
four valley counties a disaster area, mak­
ing them eligible for doling out a pittance 

of federal assistance 10 farmworkers and 
their families, generally just enough 10 

keep those receiving it fro m going into a 
state of imminent starvation. Democra tic 
Party big-guns have been working the 
valley heavily, calling Reagan "muy 
loco" and "heartless," and plying the 
theme of regis tering hundreds of 
thousa nds of farmworkers to vote 
against Reaga n and realize "the 
Americ.an Dream" - a politics which 
can o~ly be called a disgusting and cynical 
slap in the face of these proletarians 
whose conditions of life so vividly il­
lustra1e the concluding words of the 
Communist Manifes/O: "The pro­
letarians have nothing to lose but their 
chains. They have a world to win." 

. Democra1ic Party· demagogues, along 
with the United Farmworkers (UFW) 
leadership, have been busy in ~ cynioal 
~anipulation of the intensified suffering 
in the valley to further their own political 
interests. The UFW, which has not 
nego1iated a single contrac1 in Texas 
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Youth Deportation 

S.O.P. -.for· The l.N.S. 

The corner of Fifth and Euclid is pro­
bably little different from a dozen other 
intersections in southern California 
where immigrants, largely from Mexico 
and CentraJ America, gather in the morn­
ings hoping to find work as day laborers. 
Such places are also favorite targets for 
La Migra, the U.S. Immigration agents 
who strive t9 turn the practice of random 
terror into a science. On the morning o'f 
February 15 the agents of the Immigra­
tion & Naturalization Service (INS) seiz­
ed 30 victims. By that night, according to 
the INS, they had all been deported to Ti­
juana, Mexico. 

Among those arrested and deported 
was Mario Moren'o Lopez. Mario is 14 
and a legal resident of the U.S. When the 
INS began their sweep of the Santa Ana, 
California streetcorner he did not try to 
run away. "I thought I'd explain it to 
them and I'd have no problem," he later 
explained. Instead he found himself in an 
INS detention cemer. Three times he tried 
to explain that he was a legal resident, he 
even told them when and where he had 
received permanent residency status. The 
INS wasn't interested. What they were in­
terested in was making people sign 
"voluntary" deportation forms, mean­
ing that those signing waive their right to 
a deportation hearing and the INS can go 
ahead and send them to the border. While 
Mario was being held he saw one im­
migration agent grab someone who refus­
ed to sign the deportation form and 
throw him to the ground. It was then, 
Mario said later, that he decided to sign 
the deportation form. On February 17, 
two day's after Mario's arrest, his father, 
having finally learned what happened to 
his son, was combing the streets of Ti­
juana looking for him. 

By then the story of the boy who had 
been deported by "mistake" was becom­
ing news throughout southern Califor­
nia. Eventually Mario managed to get 
across the border and into San Diego -
where he was promptly seized by the INS 
and deported again! Only after getting 
across the border and into San Diego a 
second time was Mario finally spotted by 
a passerby and eventually returned home. 

Nothing that happened to Mario 
Lopez is particularly unusual. Youth his 
age are routinely arrested and summarily 
deported without so much as a chance 10 
make a phone call to their family. These 
youth are bussed to Mexico, or perhaps 
flown to Central America, and left to 
fend for themselves, often leaving 
parents who could do li11le but desperate­
ly wonder what happened and if and 
when they might see their children again. 
In the nearby town of Corona, INS 
agents regularly stop children on their 
way to school. Nor is it unusual for those 
with legal residency papers or those who 
are U.S. citizens to be deported. Mario's 
father was keeping his son's "green 
card," fearing that his son might lose it, 
but stories of people with papers or with 
proof of U.S. citizenship being deported 

are not uncommon . What sets this case 
apart from countless others who quietly, 
routinely fall victim 10 the INS is simply 
the widespread publicity it a11racted. But 
while this was a product of a combination 
of factors, the result was to shine a little 
light on the methods of the immigration 
police. 

In the face of this public exposure the 
authorities set out to demonstrate clearly 
to one and all that not only were the 
methods used against Mario Lopez used 
routinely against immigrants that fell into 
their clutches, but they would most cer­
tainly continue to be the methods they 
would use. Ironically, less than a month 
earlier a federal court in Los Angeles 
issued an injunction requiring the INS to 
give all minors they arrested writ1en 
notice of their rights, to give them a list of · 
legal services a11orneys th_ey could contact 
and to not coerce minors into Signing the 
"voluntary" deportation forms. Ap­
parently feeling, in the wake of this recent 
case, that the INS was making a little too 
much mockery out of the "restraints" the 
courts had supposedly placed on the INS, 
a federal judge on February 22 placed a 
temporary ban on all deportations of 
minors wh-o were not accol}1panied by a 
parent or legal guardian. "But I can say 
one thing for certain," said an immigra­
tion official in Washington in reply to the 
federaljudge'sorder, "that none of those 
detained will be allowed 10 leave deten­
tion. We want to send a very clear signal 
that we will not allow this to be a license 
for them to break the law. We will con­
tinue to apprehend and detain as usual." 

In the five days the order banning 
deportations was in effect, nearly 1,000 
youth piled up in INS detention centers 
from Texas to California. Attorneys who 
had brought the class action suit concern­
ing the deportation of minors offered to 
negotiate a compromise to allow some of 
the youth in INS detention centers 10 be 
released. They proposed that some of the 
youth be released 10 relatives or that legal 
services representatives be allowed to 
counsel the youth, after which the INS 
could deport them if they waived their 
right to a deportation hearing. The INS 
refused to compromise, knowing full well 
that they were losing nothing by keeping 
the youth locked up and that the court 
would soon lift its order. The court did 
indeed lift the order banning deporta­
tions of youth, and the judge also refused 
to grant what attorneys who had brought 
the suit had requested: the opportunity 
for youth who were arrested to call their 
families shortly after their arrest and 
before signing "voluntary" deport at ion 
forms, outside monitoring of INS pro­
cessing of minors, and that legal advice be 

automatically provided to minors ar­
rested by the I NS. The net result -
following all the fine words from the 
federal judiciary about being "appalled" 
at the INS and the "irreparable damage" 
done to immigrant youth - was 1ha1 the 
I NS was free to proceeq just as 1 hey had 
before. 

Meanwhile, the INS launched into a 
campaign of outrage.ous lies concerning · 
the deportation of Mario Lopez. First, 
while Mario was still missing, INS of­
ficials claim that Mario told them he was 
in the country illegally. Why would 
Mario, who was a legal resident, tell the 
INS he was in the country illegally? Well, 
theorized one INS official, maybe he 
wanted 10 go back to Mexico. According 
to this lit1le fairytale, Mario was standing 

-on a Santa Ana st reet corner wanting to 
go 10 Mexico, when up comes the helpful 
immigration agent and offers hi_m a lift 10 
the border. The INS also suggested -
again without bothering to offer even a 
shred of proof to back up their specula­
tion - that perhaps Mario and his father 
were not really legal residents of the U.S . 
anyway. Perhaps, suggested an INS of­
ficial , they' d been out of the country over 
a year, in which case their permanent 
residency papers would not be valid. This 
invention, too, was soon shown 10 be un­
true. Later the INS continued to repeat, 
despi te Mario's denial, that he had told 

INS agents that he was in the country il­
legally, and ol'le official th~eatened- tha1 
Mario might be prosecuted o n the felony 
charge of lying to.a federal officer - the 
supposed" lie being their invention of 

· Mario telling INS agents that he was in 
the country illegally. Several days later 
the I NS claimed to have completed an in­
vestigation of the incident (though 
nobody outside the INS has apparently 
seen this so-called investigation, and the 
INS never contacted Mario, his father or 
their attorney in connection with this so­
called investigation) which came to the 
predictable conclusion that all l!NS per­
sonnel involved had acted in a perfectly 
proper manner. La ter when one of the 
immigration cops "exonerated" by the 

"INS "<as questioned in a deposition taken 
by a ttorneys involved in the suit against 
the INS, the same agent took the Fifth 
Amendment and refused 10 answer every 
ques tion asked of him .. 

But the official conclusion tha t all the 
agents involved in this case did no wrong 
is really the p9in1. The kind of ·terror 
manifested in the raid on the Santa Ana 
st reetcorner which scooped up Mario 
Lopez and then spi t him out onto the 
streets of Tijuana is indeed the official 
standard operating procedure, and those 
who rule over this vicious apparatus are 
determined that nothing and nobody will 
get in their way. 11 

t. · ~ Revolution ~~J~., I 
--------·~) • .r.· .....£ •. ·-llll!ltR1.:.·',,,,l QQl'.lis Libras Revolucion 

Livres Revolution _ l\.i_ 
All of the literature published by the Revolutionary Communist Party, 
USA, as well as many other progressive and revolutionary books and 
periodicals, is available from the Revolution Bo"oks stores and outlets 
listed below: 

Bookstores: 
New York: 138 West 10th St., NY, NY 10014 (212) 691-3345 

Callfomla: 1541 Grant Ave .. SF, CA 94133 (~15) 781-4989 

District of Columbia: 2438 18th St. N.W., Washington, D.C. 20099 (202) 265·1969 

Hawaii: 2648 South King St., Honolulu, HI 96826 (808) 944-3106 

Massachusetts: 90 River St., CambridQ,e. MA 02139 (617) 492·9016 

Washington State: 5232 University Way N.E., Seattle WA 98105 (206) 527·8558 

Outlets: 
Callfomla: 746 S. Alvarado No. 7, Los Angeles, CA 90057 (213) 484-2907 

Georgia: 859·1/2 M.L. King Dr., Atlanta, GA 30314 (404) 577-4656 

llllnols: 3449 N. Sheffield, Chicago, IL 60657i312) 528·5353 

Michigan: 5744 Woodward Ave., Detroit, Mt 48202 (313) 872·2286 

Ohio: Cincinnati, 110 W. McMiiian St., Cincinnati, OH 45219 (513) 281 ·4275 
• Cleveland, 2800 Mayfield Ad., Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 (216)932·2543 r 1 
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The Story of Esma 

During his stay in West Germany last 
fall, the R W ~5 rnrrespondent coverin}! 
the antimissile demons1ra1io11s had many 
oppor1u11i1ies /0 meel and 1alk wi1h a 
wide ranJ!e qf Turkish and Kurdish pro­
letarians. The folio win}! correspondence 
lu}!hli}!hts the cha//en}!es beinx met and 
overcome by women prolelarians: 

I wa~ lravding in Wes1 Germany's 
Ruhr region. If you would 1ake every 
smelly, <;moky, indus1rial city in 1he U.S. 
and cram 1hem all into New Jersey, you 
would gel 1he Ruhr. I i's mile after mile o f 
steel mills, coal mines, factories and 
worker<;' neighborhoods, a ll tied up with 
Autobahns, 1 he German expressways 
which have no <;peed limits. 

II was Sunday and the old storefront 
on a side s1reet was crammed with people. 
Righi there in the sooty bowels of impe­
rialism they were meeting. Dozens of pro­
letarians from Turkey. It was a young 
crowd, men, women, few teenagers, but 
lots of little kids running around in the 
back. ·A furious political debate was go­
ing o n over the Kurdish national ques­
tion. 

When the meeting was over, we were 
sitting around in the back room, which is 
\\hen I met tsma. Over a period o f weeks 
I had talked to a broad cross sectio n of 
Turkish and Kurdis h proletarians. Each 
story I heard was different, but together 
they wove a fabric of imperialist and 
feudal oppression. The oppression of 
women which Ec;ma had endured in her 
young li fe mirrored the lives of millions 
of rebellious gravediggers of imperialism . 

••••• 

"I came here (to West Gcrmany-R W) 
when I was l I years o ld . I came from a 
small vi llage in AnaLOlia, where I had 10 
work in the fields since I wa~ seven. I have 
1wo brothers, and with my mother we 
worked on land \\hich we rented. My 
father had gone to Germany after he 
divorced my mother. 

"I wen1 to <;chool in the winier and 
worked in the fields in the summer after 
school. Of course, I couldn't do my 
homework because I worked in 1he fields, 
so l was beaten by the teacher who used to 
grab me by the hair. 

"Both boys and girl'> could go to 
school in our village, bu t outside of 
school 1hc general oppression of women 
came down very hard en the girls. I was 
very strktly brought up. For example, my 
brothers could go ou tside and play, but 
girls couldn'l and had to sit home. If I 
didn't, I was beaten by my mother. My 
vi llage and my fami ly were s trictly 
Islamic. From the age of eight I had to 
wear a head coveri ng and read religious 
books in Arabic. There was no political 
resistance in our village. I 1 was tot"al!y 
forbidden. 

" It was only after I had been· in Ger­
many for a few years that I even learned 
of resistance. I had relatives in Turkey 
who were members of the fascis t party 
whose <;ymbol was a dog. When I saw 
these symbols at their house and asked 
what they meant, I was told that I was a 
girl and to shut up. 

"I came 10 Germany a lone; my mother 
and brothers remained in Tu rkey. My 
father brought me a nd we came by car. 
He is a lso a fascist and he brought me 
here 10 work for him. I s tarted wo,rking a t 
14 because my father forged papers to say 
that I was 16. I have worked continuously 
since then as a cleaning lady. 

"I found Germany to be a whole dif­
ferent world. I couldn't speak the 

language, didn ' t like it, and couldn't go 
10 schoo l. My father denies that he came 
here for economic reasons. He says it was 
jus1 because he divorced my mother. He 
denies tha t there is any natio nal oppres­
sio n of Turks in Germany and says the 
bosses at work help us. 

"Until I was 16, when I married, I 
thought just like he did. When I first met 
my husband I liked him so much, but 
then I found o ut that he was both Kurdish 

and a comm~nist ! I was completely 
freaked out , but he $aid give it a few 
months, and we had many lo ng talks and 
he finally. won me over. No way. was my 
father going to approve my marrying a 
Ku~dish communist, so we had 10 elope. 
He won't speak 10 me to this day. " 

••••• 
Having taken such a daring and 

Girls from Turkey on a Munich street. 

rebellious step, Esma and her husband 
found no peace as they were confronted 
by the deepening crisis o f the imperialist 
system and the rabid attempts of the West 
German· bourgeoisie to whip up anti­
Turkish reaction, blaming West Ger­
many's t roubles on "foreign workers" 
while backing and a rming the milita ry 
junta in Turkey. 

••••• 

"Between Turk ish a nd German 
workers there is a grea t difference. For 
example, at the ho tel where I work, I have 
10 cleiin eight rooms and the German 
women have 10 clean only six. There is no 
union. On 1he job, Jhere is no particular 
difference between how Turkish men and 
women are treated (bourgeoi s 
equa lit y ... of commodities - R W). But 
on the street a man can walk a lone, bu1 
not a woman. Women who wear veils get 
harassment on the st reet. For example, I 
once saw two Germans pour a boule of 
beer over the head o f a Turkish woman 
wearing a head cGvering, righ t on the 
s treetcar. 

"On the ot her hand, there have been 
demons trations by young Germans 
against the a n!i foreigner campaign. And 
when busts come down, often Germans 
will put themselves between the cops and 
the Turks to protect them from arrests. 

"It has gotten a lot worse in Germa ny, 
particularly in the work places. But I have 
no desire 10 go back to Turkey. I don ' t 
like anything about Turkey._My husband 
came herS'. in 1979 o n a student visa a nd 
then applied for asylum. He was fina lly 
refused and deported from Germany. 
Now I am here a lone with my baby. This 
has become more and more common in 
the last six months, and there are long 
lines a t the asylum office. I would like 10 
be back wi th my husband but tha t's im­
possible. But if he were here, I would sti ll 
be torn between the two countries 

"because both a rc so bad. 
"' In this\vorkers' center there are th ree 

or four women who speak up, and many 
01 hers who do a lot of practical work. 1 ' m 
not an activist here, but I would like to be. 
I'm a lone, !' work fu ll time, I'm new and 
still don't know German and I have my 
baby .. When my husband was here I could 
do more. There is still a big women's 
problem." 

••••• 

Late tha t evening Esma a nd I left in the 
same car 1oge1her, making the rounds of 
a Turkish proletarian area dropping dif­
ferent people o ff. In the car a great 
discussion broke out between Esma and 
anot her woman . Esma was looking for · 
answers. She knew it didn ' t have to be 
this way. She said she had heard some 
good things about the Soviet Union; w ha t 
did the other woman think? The other 
woman thought the Soviet Union was im­
perialist too. Esma asked why. And the 

· discussion was still raging when we drop­
ped her and the baby o ff. 

Esma didn't have the answers, but she 
was determined 10 get her hands o n them. 

C. C lark Kissinger 

r1 
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A 
Message 
From 
Miami 
to 
Lebanon 

The fo llowin?. s1a1emen1 was ini1ia1ed 
and wri11en by a small ?,roup of Black 
prole1arians, re?,ular RW readers, in view 
<~f 1he silllalion in Lebanon. The sw1e­
me111 was signed by 23 people and is cur­
re111(v circula1ing in Miami wi1h 1he aim 
<~f sendin?, ii 10 Pales1inians in Lebanon: 

To the Palestinian people, 
We support the struggle of the Palesti­

nian people for national liberation, and 
against U.S. imperiali sm , Is rael, 
Gemayel, the Phalange and a ll the hidden 
enemies, too. 

The U.S. has tried to fool people with 
their Marine "peacekeepers" lie and the 
talk about "protecting tlemocracy." We 
know what they a re really "protecting" is 
their murderous imperialist int erests. We 
know the history or their "free and 
democratic Israel," and what they did to 
Palestine. What the U.S. and its puppets 
have done, and are doing to the Palesti­
nian people fills us with even more hate 
for the system. 

But the courage and determination of 
the Palestinians, always fighting back 
and doing damage to the enemy, has 
lifted o ur understanding and brought us 
joy and strengt h. 

We feel what you feel. We understand 
what it's like for imperialism to try to 
force you to live like animals just to sur­
vive. We have seen the police kill, and 
kill, and kill people. We are Black pro­
letarians from Miami. But the people 
here have shook up the imperialists. We 
have rebelled, fought the police and na­
tional guard in the st reets. We are proud 
of that. But some of us want more than 
just mo re rebelli o ns. WE WANT 
REVOLUTION! We want to hook ·up 
wit h our class brothers and sisters 
everywhere and make revolution to get 
this dog-eat-dog imperialist system off 
the backs of the oppressed people 
everywhere. 

So don't think for a minute that there 
are not dass-consl'ious people right in the 
belly of this beast, people like us. We are 

getting ready for revolution, t rying to do 
o ur part to bring international freedom, 
world communism. So we are making 
this interna tionalist message, and we 
hope you a ll get some strength from 
~nm~ing that we are here and preparing, 
JUSt ltke we have.gained inspiration from 
your courageous struggle. 

The future bel~mgs to the oppressed 
people a ll over this world. A nd we arc go­
ing to fight the kind of fight together with 
you a ll and our whole proletarian class 
tha t can bury imperialLsm and bring that 
future doser. 

LIBERATION FOR TH E PALESTI­
NIAN PEOPLE! 

DEATH TO U.S. IMPERI ALISM 
ISRAEL, AND ALL OPPRESSbRS! , 

BUILD PROLETARIAN INTERNA­
TIONALISM, SPREAD REVOLU-
TION! · .: 

Your class-conscious proleta rian 
brothers and sis(ers, from the rebell io us 

streets of Miam i, USA 

From Miami . .. to the West Bank . .. Girls just want to have fun. 

From Guatem:nala to Washington, D.C.: 
The ·Killing Thing About "Free Choice" 

The Alvarez family left Guatemala 
because they couldn't live on the $3 a day 
that Transito Alvarez was earning. Join­
ing rhousands of others, the Alvarez 
family ned from the Guatemalan death 
squads and all the other daily horrors of 
daily life in a nation enslaved by U.S. im­
perialism. After scrimping for years, 
Transito and his wife Dora managed to 
pull together enough money to get 
themselves a nd the two youngest of their 
four children to the U.S. - where they 
hoped for a better life and a chance to 
help the rest of the family they were forc­
ed to leave behind in Guatemala. 

Within a few months after their arrival 
in the U.S., the Alvarez family became a 
part of the stunning and sickening 
statistics: since October of 1983, 29 peo­
ple have been killed in Washington, D.C. 
as the result of fires in their homes; since 
January 1984 a lone, 16 people, almost 
half of them children, have been killed in 
these fires - more than the total number 
of such deaths in all of 1983. For the most 

part the fires have been concentrated in 
the "poverty pockets" of the no rthwest 
section of the city, that is, the Black and 
Latino, poor and proletarian 
neighborhoods that still remain in this 
part of the city. Much of the housing and 
buildings in these neighborhoods have 
been purposely allowed to deteriorate -
sometimes purposely torched - in an ef­
fort to drive out the people living in them 
so that they can then be "rehabilit a ted" 
and the whole area transformed into a 
more profitable high-rent dist rict for 
government employees and profes­
sionals, which would become a "show­
case" neighborhood in Washington, 
D.C. The officially listed causes of the 
fires have varied from malfunctioning 
space heaters - the only source of heat in 
many homes - to houses so tinderbox­
dry and rotten that they can be turned in­
to raging infernos in a matter of minutes · 
when even a minor accident occurs, to 
fires of "suspicious origins," that is, in­
tentionally started. The' circumstances 

surrounding this "rash of fire-related 
deaths, " as the Washing/on Pos1 
euphemistically puts it, provides a horrid 
glimpse into the real conditions of life for 
the proletarian masses in D.C. 

When they arrived in the U.S. the 
Alvarez family borrowed $1,000 from a 
friend to help them settle in Washington . 
Arriving in Washington they settled in the 
midst of the Latino communi ty, a rapidly 
expanding community primarily made up 
of Central American refugees. Their new 
home was one room in a boardinghouse 
on top of a store - one room shared by 
Transito and Dora Alvarez, their two 
children and Transito's brother. Tran­
sito, a mason, landed a job in construc­
tion while Dora became a domestic 
worker for a Georgetown (a very wealthy 
part of the city) family .' Shortly after fin­
ding work, Transito developed "stomach 
trouble," a condition which required 
surgery and hospitalization and meant an 
extended period of unemployment. Tran­
sito had only returned to work on 

February 21 and was now saddled wit h a 
~ hospital bill o f almost $6,000. 

In order for Dora to work during her 
hus band's sick ness and afterwards, the 
two children, Ervin Alejandro, five, and 
Selvin Rolando, four, were placed in the 
local elementary school where, on 
February 21, Ervin was sent home from 
school with a note informing his parents 
that he had been suspended because of 
"adjustment problems. " The school 
refused to enroll Selvin because he 
"didn't turn four until after December 
31 , 1983." Two days later Ervin and 
Selvin, left alone for 15 to 45 minutes in 
their boardinghouse room, died of smoke 
inhalation from a fire. 

No sooner had the fire been put oll t 
and the children pronounced dead than 
the finger of blame began to be pointed. 
Not surprisingly, the press, city officials 
and even sections of the community 
blamed Dora - "She should have never 
left the children alone." The Washing/On 

Continued on page 13 
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Anti-Nuke 
protestors 

Since last Octo ber the federal govern- ~1111& 
ment has launched a major legal offen- . 
sive against the Natural Guard, a South · 
Carolina-based a nti-nuke group that has 
loosely o rganized networks o f supporters 
thro ughout the region. The Na1ural 
G uard held a successful blockade o f two 
ent rances to the U .S. Department of 
Energy's (DOE) key nuclear weapons 
manufacturing plant, the Savannah 
River Plant (SRP) o n October 22, IO coin­
cide with actions in Western Europe 
against U.S. deployment of Pershing and 
cruise missiles there.- The huge SRP, 
located on the border between South 
Carolina and Georgia , has been a target 
for antinuclear-war forces for over five 
years. It is the only nuke o f its type in 1he 

Face ,, 
Questions ''20 

USA , the o nly site where plutonium and Columbia, South Carolina issued a list of 
tritium ar~ m~de, the materials that do ~ 20 questions, as part of the " discovery 
1he exploding in nuclear bombs. ! process" by the government, in a new at-

The Oct ober blockade (at which 76 · tempt to get a permanent injunction 
people were a rrested) and the weekend against any future actions at the SRP by 
encampment outside the -SRP repre- any group. The federal interrogatory (as 
sented a growing militancy against the the questions are called) was issued 
threat o f nuclear war. "Blockade the against two individual spokespeople 
Bo mb Plant " posters were plastered in.a from the South Carolina Natural Guard. 
number of cities and several stares, and The two activists face up to ten years in 
hundreds of people participated in some jail for contempt of federal court if they 
oft he series of act iv it ies that w.cekend. refuse to answer this interrogatory, which 

The feds went ~ild ~ver these both have stated they will refuse to do. 
developments. The week before the So far the federal government has only 
blockade, the Department of Energy got one other such injunction in operation a 
a temporary injunction against it and permanent injunction against blocki~g 
went so far as to send FBI agents disguis- the railroad tracks outside ttie Rocky 
ed as reporters to deliver the subpoenas Mountain Arsenal in Colorado. No one 
issued against the spokespeople for the has ever been arrested for violation of 
Natural Guard. That injunction was that injunction. It is interesting 16 note 
overturned by the Federal Fourth Circuit that the recent "white train" from 
Court o f Appeals only hours before Che Amarillo, Texas 1-0 Bangor, Washington 
October anti-nuke activities began. But bypassed the state of Colorado 
another level of federal legal maneuvers altogether. The U.S. Attorneys are using 
was in the works as well -a vicious game_ the Colorado injunction as the legal basis 
of " 20 questions." for the one they seek in South Carolina. 

In December 1983 the federal courts in Part of the government's a11ack on the 

two people from the Nafural Guard is the 
legal ploy that holds them responsible as 
"class representa tives for all persons 
physically interfering with or threatening 
physical interference with the operation · 
of the Savannah River Plant. .. . " The 
Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals heard 
the Natural Guard's appeal late last week 
on this outrageous "class act ion" federal 
argument. If the Natural Guard loses at 
that level o f ap·peal, the federal court in· 
Columbia, South Carolina will then 
bring the two activists up on the govern- · 
ment's motion to compel1hem to answer· 
the interrogatory, a motion which .,has: 
been put on hold pending theiiapp~al. Al"_ 
that point the two can be sent to:i.i!il im~ 
mediately for contempt, by a judicia~ 
order, and could be forced to stay in.jail 
indefinitely. . · 

rhe 20 questions listed on . the ~con­
tested interrogatory are1hemselveli .anin­
dication of just how serious a threat the 
U.S. government considers the anti-nuke 
movement. And how serious it takes the 
operations of the SRP in particular. 
Starting with question No. I: " Please 
state in detail the plans which you are 
making to conduct, -at, on, or near the 
SRP, any future rallies"; the series of 
questions runs through the whole gamut 
of the government witch-hunt investiga-

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ tion of Natural "Guard supporters, in-
cluding the names and addresses of all of­
ficers , directors, chairpersons, and 
members, all financial contributors, the 
places of employment, organizational af­
filiations, and arrest records of the 
Natural Guard ·spokespeople, ~tc., etc. 

NEW 
FAOUTIES 

A PLUTONIUM 
BLENDING 
SUILDINC.$62 MILLION­
COMPl.ETION IN 1985 

6 DEFENSE WASTE 
PROCESSING FAOUTY 
·$970 Mill.JON. 
COMPlETION IN 1990 

e FACILITY TO l'llOCESS 
HIGHLY ENRICH£0 
URANIUM FOR 
NAVY SUBMARINE FUtl 
·MS MllllON­
COMPLETION DATE 
UNKNOWN 

0 RENOVATION Of 
DORMANT L-llEACTOR 
TO MAl(f PlUTONIUM 
ANOTRITIUM-
$2 1~ MILLION· 
COMPlETION IN 1984 

• WASTE TANKS 
HOllltNG 28.000.000 
GALLONS Of 
IAOIOACTM WASTES 

0 TWO REl'llOCESSING 
FAOUTIES 

)C THREE NUCLEAR 
REACTORS TO MAKE 
'1UTONIUM ANO 
TRITIUM 

+ HEAVY 
WATER MAKING 
PLANT 

di! FUEL 
FABRICATION 
PLANT 

Question No. 16 begins to get to the 
high-level political issues at stake: "Have 
you ever advocated or taught that the 
government of the U.S. , or of any state or 
political subdivision thereof, should be 
overthrown or overturned by force, 
violence, or any unlawful means?" This 
question is an almost verbatim statement 
of the federal felony law against ad­
vocating the overthrow of the govern­
ment, a law which carries a 20-year 
sentence. 

Question No. 17 raises up these st_akes 
even higher: "Have you ever com­
municated verbally or in writing, with 
persons who were not lawful citizens of 
the United States of America, regarding 
any nuclear weapon or nuclear weapons 
program of the United States of 
America?" That, of course, implies the 
threat of charges of treason. The "sim­
ple" list of 20 questions has had a quite 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ heavyef~ctontheanti-nukemovement 

in the area, prompting some people to dig 
more deeply into the political ramifica­
tions of this attack. 

This major, federal-level attack com­
ing down against the Natura l Guard has 
come at somewhat of a bad time for the 
authorities. The Department of Energy is 
attempting to gear up the SRP to greater 
productivit y, which has also unleashed 
further dissent. In the face of government 
moves to squeeze more and more 
plut onium o ut of the 3b-year-old reac­
tors, a barrage of exposure has co me out 
about the virtua l death trap tliat theiSRP 
has created through ·massive radiation 
leaks ove·r the years. The.grounds of the 
300-sq4l'J_re-mile facilit y are t ~e largest 
single ~eP.bSitory of nuclea'r waste in the w 
U-~S. , n.ot lo ll}ention the.•fact< ihat SRP 
reactors have leaked more radioactive 
waste into the environment than any 
other reactors in the world . 

The same monJh that the USA filed the 
interro~atories againi; t, tli'~ ·Natural 
Guard ; one of the Department of ·~ 
Energy's top management officials, 
William Lawless, quit his j ob at the SRP, 
revealing "gross patterns of negligence" 
in radioactive waste storage. The infor­
mation that the former SRP official gave 
to the press had · been cla~sified by the 
DOE as top secret in o rder to ram 
through the reopening of one SRP reac-
tor that has been dormant for 15 years. 
Lawless testified for the defense in the 
trial of 50 of the SRP blockaders, 
testimony that created inten~e controV'er-
~Y in the circles of respectable en­
vironmentalists whose concern is that 
somehow the SRP should make its bombs 
clean . That has sharpened up one con­
tradiction for the U.S. bloc' s urgent 
nuclear war-related needs, since many of 
the local citizens of rura l South Carolina 
and Georgia who are being poisoned to 
death by the SRP are quite unhappy 
about it all. Severa l suits are pendirtg 
against the restart of the L-reactor. 

But it has served to sharpen up. the key 
questio n as well in all the various federal­
level maneuverings around the SRP and 
the Natural Guard - the question of 
nuclear war, of world war. It is in the con­
text of these questions that future actions 
are being planned at t~e SRP. And it is in 
this context tha t the battle to defeat both 
the permanent federal injunction and the 
possible federal contempt jailings of the 
Natural Guard spokespeople is being 
waged . r I 
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Continued from page I 

she was "a little overwhelmed when I 
walked into that peace encamp­
ment .. . no place in the U.S., especially 
Smalltown, USA, could you expect this 
invasion of weirdo, freako people, who 
don't look like anything people have ever 
seen before." Becker explained that in 
part she was exaggerating for effect, but 
her message was clear, and as the fall 
wore on it merged with a barrage of 
criticism and objections which came 
from various quarters and with varying 
motives, but contained a common theme: 
this stuff might be all right for New York, 
or for organizing on "women's issues, " 
bur now you've gone and done it, you've 
pissed off middle-America. 

The Seneca De 
Important issues are raised by this 

debate. But one central point needs 
restating: the " organizing" o f small, 
backward army towns in Upstate New 
York was ne·•er the purpose of the camp. 
The encampment was intended to make a 
statement to the world, to challenge in a 
strong way the growing specter of nuclear 
war, especially the deployment of U.S. 
missiles in Europe. This calls for support. 
Even if the camp had garnered no sup­
port whatsoever in Romulu s or 
Waterloo, its actions would still deserve 
to be upheld. As one woman who sat 
down a1 Waterloo told us: "(some peo­
ple) <;ay we"don'1 want to alienate the peo­
ple who work there (at the Depot-R W). 
Yes yoc do! You want to make these peo­
ple stop and think about what they are 
doing! Some people are going to be of­
fended no matter what you do. If you 
water down your politics to the lowest 
common denominator, where no one is 
offended, then what's the good of it? I 
think there's something wrong with an 
action that offends everybody. But if I 
offend a Bircher or a Klansman 1 'm not 
going to worry about it." 

However, as a matter of fact, the ac­
tions did create in the local area sig­
nificant doubts about nuclear war, ques­
ti.)ns and differences about the resistance 
to war, and even pockets of support, and 
this among a local populace literally en­
wrapped in the American flag and satu­
rated with its chauvinist ideology. This 
phenomenon is quite interesting and says 
something about the soil, which is fertile 
indeed, for the planting and spreading of 
opposition to war preparations, even in 

an area breeding raving groups of the 
most patriotic neanderthals. 

Frankly, the Seneca debate at this 
point requires some perspective. It simply 
will not do to assess the impact of Seneca 
- much less to tailor a whole political 
strategy! - on the basis of the actions of 
the screaming cavemen of Waterloo. To 
these types it is outrageous that anyone 
should be opposed to the nukes tha1 make 
the Home of the Brave number one in 1he 
world. It is doubly outrageous 1ha1 it is 
women that should be standing up to 1he 
war machine so fiercely, wi1hou1 men "10 
protect them" (or better ye1, we suppose, 
to drag them back home). And, of 
course, 1here was that shocked part of 
1own which complained, as did one 
woman, tha1 the Seneca people "walk 
around town with shorts and clothes cut 
low right where our children can see 
1hem" (in the middle of July!). It's not 
outrageous in this grotesque worldview 
1hat millions of children will be fried in a 
nuclear incinerator by America and its 
vital interests ("I'd rather have my 
daughter nuked than turn out 10 be ales­
bian or a lawbreaker!", one person from 
1own yelled out), nor are the daily rapes 
and attacks on women worth a men­
tion .... From any objective viewpoint, 
all ihis is as ridiculous as it is disgusting; i1 
should not, however, be surprising. Whal 
is remarkable is 1he notion 1ha1 the move­
menl should cater to these offended 
American sensibilities, yet this is precisely 
the politics underlying a vast .overem­
phasis on the Waterloo incident, and 1he 
resulting criticism of the Seneca camp. 

October 22, I983. "It could have 

been the Fourth of July at Sampson 
State Park except that everyone was 
bundled in coats and mi((ens. · 
Families picnicked, hundreds of 
small flags waved in the wind, 
helium-filled balloons soared over 
the crowd, and cameras swung 
around most necks .. . unlike the 
summer there were no angry con­
f rontations between pronuclear 
townspeople and the protestors." 

-Ithaca Journal, October 23 

"Bill Benet, Monroe County 
legislator and chairman of the 
ne wly-form ed Center for 
Democratic Values grinned as he 
handed out some 3,600 small 
American flags. A Vietnam-era 
veteran and later a protest or against 
the war, Benet recalled familiar 
scenes of /fog-burning during 
demonstrations of a decade ago. It 
was different Saturday, he noted. " 
Rochester Times-Union, October 24. 

The October 22 action here described, 
called by a coalition of groups in which 
Mobilization for Survival played an im­
portant role, was consciously aimed at 
negating the effec1 of 1he earlier Seneca 
ac1ions. References to July 4th were 
pointed. On that date the peace camp had 
opened, and in a clear se1up, a local man 
had approached the camp, demanding 
that it fly an American flag. After much 
debate the women declined to fly 1he flag, 
elec1ing instead to create their own flags 
(including a few red, white and blue) and 
post these on the gates. The local man 

then had the camp's refusal published in 
the local newspaper, and the local media 
and others began a concerted campaign 
to whip up patriotic fury against the 
encampment. But that was in the pas1, 
the local papers assured their readers, 
Saturday was "different." 

It was. Thousands bf flags flew, and 
not anywhere near the Depo1 gates, 
either, but at the state park a couple of 
miles away; the dreaded name of the 
peace camp wasn't even mentioned. T he 

· flags advertised a d~fini te politics, a pi tch 
geared to those many people in 1he mid­
dle s1ra1a o f socie1y who do no1 a ll like 1he_ 
specter of nuclear war, and who are 
aware, too, of "injustices" against 
women. But- i1 beckoned toward a path 
very different than that of the direc1 
Seneca actions. Bella Abzug, a key 
speaker from the pla1form, well 
represen1ed 1his: if people were con- · 
cerned·about war and injustice, she cried, 
they can be heard in the Halls o f Con­
gress. Abzug pointed to the "town 
meetings" which have occurred widely in 

. New England and elsewhere on the issue 
of the Nuclear Freeze as an example of 
democracy in action; Reagan and his ilk 
would hear from t'1e people if enough 
activists helped to get ou1 the vote. Mo re 
women, especially, should hold positions 
of power, Abzug said (she didn't mention 
any names). 

The rally was in one sense a spi1 in the 
eye of the encampment. But more, it was 
a recognition of the influence of the ac­
tions of the camp, an attempt to win back 
those people that had been drawn to the 
issues raised by the camp, even perhaps in 
spite of their feelings abou t "lifest·yle" o r 

Seneca: Real Life 
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ate 
direc1-ac1ion tactics. 

There was no Wa1erloo in Oc1ober. 
The rally proved once again chat wi1h a 
crowd drowning in red, while, and blue, 
wi1h an ex-congressperson on 1he 
podium, wi1h mouths shut and carefully 
clear of any trouble, the police and 1own 
yahoos would act nice. In chis, the rally 
organizers seemed to find profound 
meaning: " The Seneca actions (the Oc­
tober 22 rally-R W) are a model which 
0 1 her areas may wane to follow," crowed 
a leafle t. 

Some in the crowd undoubtedly took 
this advice, bu! others decidedly did not. 
Two days later, hundreds of people 
blocked the ga1es 10 the Depot, while 
small affinity groups spread out and 
began scaling the fence and moving onto 
1he base. MPs in jeeps and helicopters 
charged down at chem, but 40-60 people 
made ii 10 the airstrip where they sa1 
down while choppers moved low over 
them, scattering clothing and belongings 
in 1he wake of !heir blades. Three hun­
dred and eighty were·detained. 

Bui i1 was a photo of the Saturday rally 
which made it in10 the New York Times 
Magazine, and this' rally became the 
opening chorus in the crescendo of 
criticisms aimed at 1he encampment. 

Debate Breaks Open 

New York became awash wi1h debate. 
Already, during September, 1he group 
which had sponsored 1he march which 
was confronted at Waterloo, Women's 
Pentagon Action, had held a series of 
mee1ings 10 discuss the camp. In October, 
1he encampmen1 organizers held a 
regional meeting to sum things up, while 

in New York City a major forum on 
" Feminist Organjzing in the Peace Move­
ment" turned its attention to the Seneca 
actions, featuring Becker wi1h a critical 
view, and Grace Paley supporting the 
camp. A photo exhibit and slide show 
opened in October, while the feminist art 
journal /KON presented a speaker from 
Seneca at a public program. Speakers 
from Seneca on both sides of the issues 
toured as far as California; forums and 
debates have continued until 1he present. 

In general, the criticism has focused on 
Wa1erloo and the charge that the 
encampment didn't reach out enough. 
Becker, for instance, pictured the "life­
style" of the camp as interfering with the 
effort to make the peace movement "a 
mass movement, embracing \)'Omen with 
differing viewpoints on every conceivable 
issue, from abortion 10 the Middle East, 
from fashion to food." She added, "I'm 
one who takes 1he position chat we should 
gel dressed up for demons1rations the 
way some people get dressed up for 
church. That, too, is an exaggera1ion, bu! 
i1 is based on 1he principle 1ha1 we are cry­
ing to communica1e wi1h the A1nerican 
public, which is the only public we 
have . . . . " Becker also hie !he women­
only policy of 1he camp (men were allow­
ed only in a res1ricted area). 

The article carried in WomaNews, 
ci1ed earlier, took i1 from a slightly di f­
ferent angle: it held that the camp lacked 
"community ou1reach," sugges1ing in­
s1ead such issues as the "hardship taxes" 
suffered by local farmers and 1he links 
1ha1 could be drawn from 1hese 10 
mili1ary expenditures . "Such efforts were 
no! implemen1ed," 1he au1hor ad­
monishes. 

Intertwined with these issues has been 
1he flag controversy and 1he question of 
patrio1ism. One woman at 1he 
Becker I Paley forum said she thought 
refusing the flag on the Fourth had been a 
mistake, and that 1he encampment 

. should have been more "conciliatory 
ra1her 1han exclusive." Another woman 
agreed chat the flag should have been ac­
cep1ed: "it's our flag and we should be 
pa1riotic in our dissent ... we could have 
accepted it as one of our symbols." ("But 
ii 's not our symbol," one woman called 
out from the audience.) 

Many of these criticisms have been 
echoed by some opportunist "left" 

and if the critics had their way 
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groups, such as the social-democratic In 
These Tim es, which covered the 
Waterloo incident in an article enti1led, 
"Peace Camp Draws Wrath of Locals." 
The revisionis1 CP, on the other hand, 
has made i1s comment mainly by default 
(or in whispers). Even though some 
groups influenced by the CP played a role 
in the initial stages of the camp, 1he CP 
paper Daily World kepi a careful arms 
length from !he camp, covering the sum­
mer's events with a solitary photograph 
of arrests at Waterloo (which were 
m iscaptioned). 

Community Support? 

The peace encampment at its beginning 
ac1ually made a ra1her conscious decision 
concerning "community organizing": i1 
never was 1he point. The official hand­
book s1a1ed : " It is importan1 10 
remember tha1 the Depot is 1he focal 
point in terms of the Women's Peace 
Ca~p. Community support and sym­
pa1hy is desirable and certainly makes 
working on 1he Depot easier. But 
ultima1ely 1 they don't have 1he power 10 
make 1he Depoe go away.•• The camp was 
de1ermined 1.0 challenge 1he war machine 
in a clear, l.oud, and direc1 manner - not 
register- a police pro1est, nor organize a 
local cons1ituency 10 do so. · 

Whal was its effect on the !own in 1he 
end? There was, in fact, positive in­
fluence, indica1ed by small signs. There 
was the wife of a local banker, who sa1 
down wi1h the women al Waterloo and 
was arres1ed wi1h chem because she felt 
thal 1he women's "righ1s" were being 
viola1ed. There was the fa1her and son 
who drove up 10 1-he camp to apologize. 
The son leaned out the window, saying, 
"We wanted 10 ask you women how you· 
do it? Those people were really rouen to 
you. I heard chem. They insult you·and 
1hey call you names and you're so calm. 
My father and me - we honor you. We 
don'! understand, but we honor you." 
And 1here was a restaurant outside 
Romulus which offered i1s facilities as a 
place where women could meet. That 
1hese 1hings could occur in a backwater 
s1ronghold of imperialis1 ideology is of 
no small import . Paley's commenl is to 
1he point: " .. . we had troubled them. 
Wouldn't it have been wonderful if hun­
dreds, 1housands 1 of Germans had sa1 
down before the gates of Krupp gas-oven 

plants and troubled the contented hearts 
and minds of the good German people?" 

But of course, virulent local opposition 
greatly outweighed sympathy and sup­
pQrt. As others have said, how coulc;t this 
not be? How cquld America, feeding 
parasitically on much of tlle res1 of the 
world and capable of distributing some 
bf the loot 10 large sections d its home 
population, not have a great many people 
in its ideological grasp? It is this sort of 
social base and reactionary climate, in­
deed, on which the imperialists will count 
in the future to support a war, and to op­
pose and silence any opposition to it: 
Waterloo, like a miniature of an imperia- ' 
list nation at war, served up its ultimatum 
as one vile package of "traditional 
values ," misogyny and · national 

' chauvinism, and demanded: swallow 
this! As the article i9 WomaNews 
recognized, " We were face to face with 
1he American Family."One woman told 
us "it was the first time in my life that I 
was forced to physically confront what I 
most ha1ed. ". 

Public Opinion Battle 

According to the critics of Seneca, 1he 
confron1ation a1 Wa1erloo showed, in an 
exaggera1ed way perhaps, chat the 
encampment was "isola1ed," and its 
policies as a whole not capable ofbuilalng 
a serious, and above all, mass peace 
movemen1. We beg 10 differ. There are in 
face, quite large sections of !he people a1 
chis 1ime who do no1 reac1 at all like 
Waterloo to ac1ions such as those at 
Seneca, and !here is fertile ground for 
suppon among large sec1ions even of the 
mainstream peace movemenl, such as 
chose influenced by 1he Freeze. And 
Seneca did broadly reach such forces. 

In the movement, and generally in 
s'ociety, on TV, and in "Day After" 
debates, a battle for public opinion rages 
around !he issue of nuclear war and how 
to oppose ii. Perhaps this is forgotten or 
no! fully seen by the very people, like 
many at Seneca, who are determined 10 
put their own bodies on the line, or as one 
woman expressed it "live your whole life 
as a protes1," bu1 who do not see 1he ef­
fec1 of this on Ii1erally millions of people, 
or do no! see the significance of chis im­
pact. The bourgeoisie, however, is well 
aware of the stakes in !he realm of public 
opinion. 

From 1he 1ime of 1he Wa1erloo con­
frontat ion, an intensive "surround a nd 
suppress" campaign was waged agains1 
the women. On the one hand 1here was 
the orches1rated campaign of flagwaving, 
vigilantism, bru1al threa1s and actions by 
1he base mili1ary, and arres1s s1retching 
right through 1he currenl trea1ment o f 
Kim Blacklock, Carol McKenzie, and 

Johanna Benschop (see R W No. 245). 
And righ1 in 1andem wi1h and utilizing 
chis a1mosphere of in1i!'Tlida1ion and 
repress ion, appeared "impor1an1" 
figures promising safely if only 1he camp 
would ac1 more "responsibly" : Af1er 
Waterloo, Bella Abzug appeared sudden­
ly, as well as members o f 1he sta1e's 
Women's Division . The governor himself 
declared a stale o f emergency and 
cancelled a 1rip 10 1he Na1ional Gover­
nors Conference in o rder 10 oversee all 
1his. These effons were no lhing less 1han 
an a11emp1 10 1ransform the politics o f 
Seneca. And chis was necessary precisely 
because of 1he wide-ranging impac1 of 
Seneca. · 

For the bourgeoisie, 1he terms of 1he 
confrontation at Wa1erloo were sharply 
unfavorable, with a s1rong potential o f 
drawing wider sympa1hy yet for the 
camp. Here were 1he peace camp women, 
unrepen1en1, unconventional, and 
delibera1ely lacking in American flags; 
over 1here were those representing the 
USA, a mob of 1ypes you could easily 

Continued on page 10 
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find at Big Dan's Bar in New Bedford, 
Mass. It was as if someone had put up a 
poster of Uncle Sam wearing a "Nuke the 
Bitches" t-shirl. Understanding this, 
Governor C uo mo a nd others moved 
q uite rapidly to cast the state as one which 
would "protect the interests" of the 
marchers, a "reasonable" force that was 
"listening" to the women (and all the 
while continuing to target the more ad­
vanced wit h intimidation and arrests). 
This is a most important face for Uncle 
Sam, and it attests not to the "isolation" 
of the more ad vanced forces at Seneca, 
but to their impact and potential to vitally 
affect the way people think about, and 
ultimately what they will do to prevent, 
nuclear war. 

Thus, in faulting the camp for suppos­
ed lack of o utreach, the critics of Seneca 
raise a basically bogus issue. They do tap 
into a widespread feeling at this time in 
the antinuclear movement, that the 
movement must change, broaden, step 
things up in some way. After a year of 
massive protests in the U.S. and especial­
ly Europe, when both imperialist blocs 
continue nonetheless to hurtle ~ver more 
rapidly toward a global showdown, there 
is a justifiable sense ofurgl!{ICY andneed­
for re-~valuation. But.at bouom, what is 
at is-sue is not that Seneca failed to reach 
out broadly, but that in the eyes of its 
detractors, it did so with the wrong 
message, the wrong politics. "Lifestyle 
preference," says Norma Becker, should 
not be injected into "political projects 
aimed at broad constituencies." So say­
ing, the enormous rage against women 's 
oppression, which the peace camp chan­
neled up against imperialism's prepara­
tions for its greatest atrocity yet, is dis­
solved into the neutral-sounding phrase 
" lifestyle preference," and, as such, read 
out of the peace movement. The rowdy 
and disrespectful character of the camp 
would be replaced with something more 
"acceptable and responsible" ; thus the 
very qualities that had given the camp its 
impact are opposed. 

(A comment by o ne Seneca woman, 
who was also at Greenham Commons, 
crystallizes the spirit which must make 
the camp's critics so uncomfortable: 
"We're worried about upsetting the 
townsfolk," she said , "and there's war­
ships going into El Salvador and 
Nicaragua. T here are women being tor­
tured daily, they're being raped and we 
are worried about upsetting the towns­
people here." Some people just refuse to 
get it into their heads that "the American 
public i;; the only public we have!"). 

Women-Only Policy 

Also (misleadingly) labeled as a ques­
tion of "lifestyle" has been the women­
only policy of the camp, a central and 
controversial topic in many circles right 
now. To Seneca's critics, not only is this 

policy said to interfere with. reaching the 
American public, but some sympathetic 
male activists were affronted by their ex­
clusion. (Actually, men were not entirely 
shut out of the workings of the camp, but 
given certain forms of support assign­
ments.) Now, as is well-known, the RCP is 
not a feminist organization, nor can we 
agree that certain "peaceful traits" are in­
herent in women or are part of a women's 
culture. But our disagreements have 
nothing to do with what is respectable and 
who is affronted. From a revolutionary 
point of view the question of what form of 
organization has to do with how to 
eradicate women's oppression, how to 
resolve the contradictions between men 
and women in society, how, in short , one 
sees the source of women's oppression. 
There will certainly be continuing debate 
and struggle within the movement on this, 
a debate we welcome. As for the critics' 
charge that t~e all-women policy ''in­
terfered" with its outreach, we can only 
note that the Seneca camp probably did 
more to awaken and galvanize the 
"public" than a whole army ·of respec­
table precinct workers for Bella Abzug. 
.And frankly, any male that is affronted by 
an all-women's organization ought to get a 

· better understandin'g of the oppression 
which gives rise-to such organizations and 
take a more sweeping and st rategic view of 
how such contradictions will be resolved. 

''Classism 

It is interesting to look at the charge of 
so-called "classism" leveled against the 
encampment. Theauthorin WomaNews, 
for example, held that "there is an in­
herent promotion of middle-class, and 
white values to create an encampment 
which could only be organized by those 
who could afford to spend substantial 
time away from the exigencies of making 
a living." This was taken several steps 
further, into the realm of the ridiculous, 
by a speaker a t the Marxist School who 
criticized the chant "take the toys away 
from the boys" because "it seemed to be 
aimed at the young Black and other 
minority soldiers who otherwise cannot 
find jobs." All this makes a bizarre 
counterpoint to the other charge that the 
encampment women were seen as too 
"freaky." Really, our critics need to 
make up their minds here. Either the 
camp was too middle-class, or it was too 
marginal and not middle-class enough! 
What actually ought to be asked is 
whether the camp did or did not objec­
tively strike a blow at imperialism and its 
war preparations - it certainly did! The 
real point of these "class" points of view 
is, again, to call back these bold actions. 

There is, however, sometllmg to be 
said about the class character of Seneca. 
There are those with nothing to lose, pro­
letarians, both around the world and in 
this country, who like not hing better than 
seeing the monster tha t is imperialism 
challenged in this way - but who are not 

generally much in evidence at actions 
such as this. The point is: it is incumbent 
upon class-conscious proletarians to be 
much more taking the political stage, 
supporting outbreaks among different 
class forces such as those at Seneca. As 
we wrote just before May First last year : 
" It brings no honor to the proletariat to 
stand aside from this, but far more than 
honor is at stake. For it is only the inter­
national proletariat, its forces and its 
revolutionary programme, that offers a 
way forward to prevent war through 
revolution." (As for · minority-and 
other-Gls at the Depot, it is even more 
irrelevant to speak of' 'a ffronting" them . 
These may have been unemployed pro­
letarians but they are now soldiers in an 
imperialist army who must be, and can 
be, awakened to the role they are being 
made to play, just as occurred with many 
Gls during the Vietnam War who played 
a leading role in exposing and struggling 
against the imperialists a nd their war.) 

Breaking the Social Compact 

In our view, what underlies all the com- . 
plaints about the camp is the fact that the 
peace camp had broken the social.com­
pact which allows a polite and loyal dis­
sent, one that challenges none of the 
essentials of imperialism, and one on 
which rides the existence of not a few 
organizations and careers. Whether con­
sciously (for some) or out of naivete (in 
the case of others), this is an opposition 
which declares that the imperialists can 
somehow Ire "convinced" that nuclegr. 
war is irratio nal. It ignores or opposes the 
truth that systemic forces are compelling 
the rulers o f both the U.S. and Soviet 
blocs into a vio lent confrontation over re­
dividing the globe, and that this is true no 
matter what the ruling classes may want 
or see as rational. For such a loyal op-

position, actions like those at Seneca 
break the holy covenant of ••democratic 
and responsible protest." It must be rein­
ed in. If you want to be taken seriously, if 
you want to be effecitve, the Seneca 
women are told, you must take your prin­
ciples and your deepest feelings of rage 
against the system and stow 'em . ... 

What this means objectively (and quite 
consciously on the part of some) is that 
t_he social compact of loyal dissent has 
been made more important•than actually 
doing what is required to prevent nuclear 
war. 

ROMULUS. Mythicalfounderand 
first king of Rome, said to have 
been founded (by him) in the year 
753 B.C. The small number of 
friends who hadfollo~e<J Rpmulus 
was insufficient to people the city. 
Men enough were gained by mak­
ing the city a refuge for exiles; but 
the Roman citizens soon wanted 
women. Romulus then instituted a 
religious festival, to which he in­
vited the Sabines, with their wives 
and daughters. In the midst of the 
festival, the unarmed strangers 
were suddenly affacked, and the 
Sabine women borne away as cap­
tives. The two states thus became 
engaged in war; but the entreaties 
of the ravished females who threw 
themselves between the contending 
parties, at length effected a peace, 
and Rome gained by her union with 
the Sabines ... . 
-Encyclopedia Americana (1963), 

Vol. 23, p. 677. 

In the Roman myth, the Sabine women 
who had been attacked and raped, put 
aside the painful memory of this treat­
ment, and begged for peace. Certainly 
the bourgeoisie today, confronting . the 
growing phenomena of women st ruggl-

. ing against their war preparations, hope 
an.d work to make their ~ncient myth a 

· reality. To the imperialists, the old image 
of the Sabine women putting aside their 
rage at their brutal treatment , pleading 
with the governments to make peace, 
must be a pleasing one indeed - from 
their side, the loyal opposition is an im­
portant development. But for those who 
despise. the nutlear holocaust they are 
preparing, why should we not welcome 
the unleashing of the fury of women in 
the direct ion of these madmen? Why 
sho uld we not welcome their rowdy and 
awakening spirit? 

· Naturally, this hardly exhausts the 
scope of the current debate. Important 
questions of strategy and tactics are up 
for re-examirflifion right now. Within 
this, our party has something · to say 
about the source of war and o f women's 
oppression, and will o f course continue to 
struggle for the line and programm~ of 
the international proletariat, for revolu­
tion as the way to prevent nuclear war. 
But we believe that these must be struggl; 
ed out in the context of upholding actions 
like those of the camp, and only on that 
oasis moving on with the debate over 
what, fundamentally, it will take to pre­
vent the worldwide nuclear conflict which 
both imperia lis t blocs now cold ­
bloodedly plan. Cl 

CORRECTIONS 
Regarding RW No. 244 (February 24, 

1984), the article on page 4 about the 
Nazi/Klan trial entitled, "Whi.tewashing 
the State's Dirty Work," some further in· 
formation has been received. In that light, 
the first half of the first full paragraph in 
column 4 should read: 

In the current trial the government was 
s upposed to produce a "surprise 
witness," .none other than Klansman 
Mark Sherer, who fired the first , signal 
shot from a black po wder pistol, who is 
seen on the videotape brandishing that 
weapon, and who later fired a round into a 
car. The government said that Sherer had 
now turned s tate's witness in re turn for a 
plea agreement, and implied that he 
would now take c redit for one or two addi· 
tional shots earlie r "thought" to be corn· 
Ing from the demons tra to rs. 

The paragraph picks up with the 
sentence: Whe n he actually appeared in 
court ... and continues on as is. 

....... 
In RW No. 245, March 2, 1984, in the a r­

ticle "Mr. Ha lperin Makes A Clarification 

on 'Warmongers For Peace'" on page 13, 
the da te of the meeting of Phys icians for 
Social Responsibility in Washington, 
D.C. should read January 27, 1984. 

In RW No. 241 , February 3, 1984, in the 
article "Elections in Peru: Revolutionary 
Advances Amidst Inter-Bloc Rivalry" on 
page 6, column 2, there is a correction in 
the paragraph which begins: 

Sympathizers' reports abroad indicate 
that during this period the PCP was able · 
to sign ificantly expand its zones of guer­
rilla operations and to open up new ones 
- and that the PCP has now succeeded, 
in some places in the three centra l pro­
vinces, in establ ishing revolutionary 
base areas where the reactionary · 
authorities have been driven o ut (or in a 
few cases executed) and replaced by a 
people 's committee based especially on 
the poor peasants as well as others. 

This should read: "in the three central 
departments." (A province in Peru is a 
subdivision of a larger area called a 
department which is analogous to one of 
the s tates in the U.S.) 



American democracy has 1riumphed 
once again - 1his iimc in Miracle Valley, 
Arizona! On February 22, Judge Thomas 
Meehan dropped rio1 and assault charges 
againsi 19 Black member~ of ihe Chrisi 
Miracle Healing Cen1er and Church. 
Al!hough prosecuio rs anno unced ihey 
are appealing 1his decisio n, i1 now ap­
pears that the case wi ll no1 be iried. 

Of course the judge and 01her 
authorities made clear they are not drop­
ping these charges because they think 
these people are not guilty of riot and 
assault. Rather, no one is willing to pay 
for the trial at ihis iime. Cochise County , 
where the church members were shot 
down in October 1982, refuses to pay for 
the indigent defense of these Black peo­
ple, a nd the A rizona siate legislatu re 
refuses to loan Cochise County the 
mo ney to do so. 

But who cares about such minor 
details? J ustice has p revailed. So states 
The Arizona Daily Star in a February 24 
editorial enrit led " The price o f justice. " 
"Meehan made a just decision," they 
procla im. " Democracy is not cheap. And 
a just ice system that dictates a presump­
tion of innocence until proven guilt y and 
that the accused is ent itled to competent 
representa tion is both inefficient and ex­
pensive. T~ a im in such a system is to en­
sure the rights o f the individual against . 
the power -0f the state. " 

Surely the chest of every true-blooded 
American will swell with pride in con­
rem plating such loft y principles of 
A mericana . As for the immediate reci­
piems o f this benevolence: 

- In 1979 and 1980 the all-Black 
church of 300 moved from Chicago's 
South Side ghetto to Miracle Valley seek­
ing religious sanctuary. O n October 23, 
1982, they were attacked by a posse of 40 
rio t-dad police armed with 'M-16 assault 
weapo ns who unleashed several hundred 
rounds, shooting two church members in 
the back and killing them, permanently 
paralyzing a third a nd wounding six 
others. The police said they were trying to 
deliver a traffic warrant. Following this, 
nine surviving members were rounded up 
.and cha rged wi th riot a nd assault, most 
held for several weeks on $68,500 ran­
som . Soon afterwards ten additio nal 
secret indict me nt s ca rry ing s im ilar 
outrageous bails were issued while church 
members were a ttend ing the funeral in 
Chicago, making ii clear that anyone 
returning to Cochise County was subject 
to arrest. 

- Shot up, terrorized and subject to 
imprisonment in Arizona, this entire 
Black communiry was uprooted , never 
again to return to Miracle Valley, leaving 
boarded-up homes, belongings and jobs . 
As a final attempt 10 rub salt in the 
wound, Cochise County placed a lien o n 
rheir properry and is attempting 10 sell it 
to defray co urt expenses . 

- - Prior to this pogrom, these people 
were subject to all kinds of racial insults, , 
vigilante a1tacks a nd other police a ttacks. 
In April 1982, po lice staged a rio t , a 11 ack ­
ing and arresting 15 Black people over an 
incident at the local high school. Later, 
three o f these yo urh were convicted by an 
all-white jury of the bogus charges o f 
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State's Mission Accomplished 

Miracle Valley 
Charges Dropped 

armed robbery a nd assault . Soon a fter­
wards the police used a force o f 50 o f­
ficers and 30 patrol cars to serve a 1raffic 
summons. Al o ne point abou1 40 people 
(of a church wi1 h 100 adult members) 
were either dead, d isabled, in jail, or wit h 
serious cha rges against them. 
· During this entire iime, up until the 
present", no d isciplinary act io n o r charge~ 
have been 1aken again~ t any Cochise 
Cou nt y sheriff's deputies or any other 
authori ty in connection wit h these in­
ciden1s. T he pig who fi red the sho ts 1ha1 
killed the two church mem bers remains 
o n the force, in full standi ng. Sheriff J im­
my Judd, who led the assault , remains the 
sheri ff a nd in appropriate hig h standing 
in the communi ty. Nor has any attempt 
been made to prosecute the w hit e 
vigila ntes who defaced church pro perty , 
rode thro ugh Miracle Valley streets a t 
night firing weapo ns, and assaulted some 
of rhe Black youth in broad daylight. 
Frankly, they do n't need this trial. The 
Black church has been driven totally o ut 
of Arizona. Its main spo kesman and ac­
ting leader, Rev. William Thompson, son 
of the church founder, is dead with seven 
bullets in his body. Even his corpse was 
taken back to Chicago. The "problem" 
has been dealt with. At the same (ime, 
there is a risk of further exposure. should 
the case go to trial. . 

But even without this case goin6 to trial 
evidence has accumulated which fur i'her 
reveals that what flowered in Miracle 
Valley has roots which extend· much 
deeper into the state and federat institu­
tions. The FBI, for example, has been in­
volved from the very beginning. The day 
after the shootout they sent a small army 
of 30-40 a rmed agents to reinforce the 
Cochise County sheriffs. The FBI said 
rhey were there to investigate whether lhe 
' 'civil rights'' o f any church members had 
been viola ted . It is not unusual for the 
feds, under this stated intentio n, to c6me 
to the aid o f local pigs in such a situat io n , 
a nd advise local and state authorities o n 
how best to handle the situation. Their 
first act was to allow the sheriff's deputies 
time to sweep the area clean of a ll 
evidence. Since then they have continued 
an " exhaustive" investigatio n which has 
yet 10 file a single charge againsl anyone 
after o ne a nd a half years (altho ugh a 
mild slap o n the wrisr o f o ne or two cops 
is nor to ta lly out o f rhe picture). 

O ther inrelligence agencies have also 
been active in the case ii turns out . During 
pretria l testimo ny ii came o ut thar rhe 
church and its members were under 
physical surveilla nce by 1he Arizona 
C rimina l lnrelligence System Agency 
(ACISA) from 1980 o r even earlier . Thi!> 
agency, known as the A rizona C IA, was 
supposedl y fo rm ed to inves tiga te 
o rganized crime and narcot ics dea lings 
along the Arizona-Mexico border. Ob­
viously its intelligence gathering concern­
ing the border region encompasses a 
much broader scope. I ts agents amassed a 
large volume o f material o n the church, 
o ften by picking th rough their garbage, 
gathering, a mong other things, persona l 
documents such as letters a nd poems. A 
lawyer for the church told the R W he is / 
sure ACISA was even a t the scene o f rhe 

shoot ing on Ocrober 23 , 1982, posing as a 
fake Channel 12 televisio n cameraman in 
order to film the massacre (there is no 
C hannel 12 in 1 he area , a lt hough several 
eyewi tnesses repo rt seeing a cameraman 
from this s1a1 io n). It would cert ainly nOI 
be surprising if this were linked in o ne 
way o r ano1her to the fac t tha t 1his Black 
enclave was only three mi les from the 
Mexican border a nd only 15 miles from 
Fi. Huachuca , a very la rge miliiary base 
which includes a sensitive Army in­
telligence school. 

Contrary 10 the rheory that th is assault 
was the work of a sing le crazed sheriff. it 
has also come to ligh t tha t Governor Bab­
bi11, at the very least, was well informed 
of the plan several days before it was 
launched. In the days p rior to Oc1ober 
23, Sheriff Judd conferred at least three 
times wi th the governo r . Accord ing to 
Sergeant Norval Fogle of the state 
highway pat rol, Judd to ld Babbi11 o n o ne 
occasio n: " 'Governor, I need a tank 
down there to protect my rroo ps. '" " He 
wanted a tank to go down and annihila te 
those people," continued Sgt. Fogle. 
"He used the term 'niggers. '" Judd got 
no tank - at least on this occasion - but 
he did use mili tary rifles and was, at the 
very least, not stopped, and more likely 
aided, in planning and executing rhis 
"annihilation" whic~. beside:; Cochise 

The armed attack on the CenJer and the church. 

County sheriff' s depu1ies backed up by 
1 he 30-40 FBI agents, included a ·sw AT 
1eam and state police as reinforcemenis 
and involved a two-day block ade o f a ll 
roads into and out o f Miracle Valley. If 
1his wasn ' t enough, 1he governor said he 
was going 10 call out the Na tio nal Guard. 

Int his context , since ii is I he year oft he 
Black p residentia l candidate, ii should be 
men1io ned 1hat Jesse Jackson played no 
small role in "s.troking" 1he Black com­
munity following this massacre and 
legitimizing the role o f 1he FB I' a nd the 
governor. He visiii::d Miracle Valley in the 
days followi ng the shootout a1 1he per­
so nal reques1 of G overnor Babbitt and 
immediately announced he was pleased 
the governor h~d been " civil and 
humane" around these events. He 1hen 
went on lo counsel comple1e reliance on 
the FBI a nd Justice Depart ment in­
vestigation and played an important role 
in convincing church members not to 
return to their homes, saying, " The 
climate is such that the J us1ice Depart ­
J!lent will have to assume the responsibili­
ty of resettlement (back to Arizona)." 
The church members, he continued, 
would cause an "uncontrollable situa­
tio n" by returning. Apparently th ~'i was 
the content o f the "last ing peace" which 
wa~ the staled purpose of his mission . I · 
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On the ''Crisis of Marxisin'' 
and the Power of Marxisin 

-Now More than .Ever 

By Bob Avakian 

"We, in our turn, must also understand the specific features and tasks of 
the new era. Let us not imitate those sorry Marxists of whom Marx said: 
'I have sown dra·gon's teeth and harvested fleas. " ' 

V.I. Lenin 

An Essay Marking the lOOth Anniversary of Marx's Death 

1983 marked the one hundredth anniversary of 1he dea1h of Karl Marx. Over this 
pas1 century and more, Marxism has anima1ed and aroused millions: Few can deny 
!hat the poli!ical landscape of the world 1oday has been profoundly shaped by· the 
s1ruggles and revolutions Marxism has inspired. On the occasion of this anniversary, 
Bob Avakian has written a landmark essay, For A Harvest Of Dragons. Avakian's 
previous books include a major study of the though! of Mao Tsetung and an analysis 
of !he events leading up to and the significance of the 1976 coup in China. ·Here he 
guides the reader 1hrough a synoptic history of Marxism. 

Avakian begins by summarizing the theoretical-revolution ushered in by Marx's 
investigations - in the realms of philosophy, history, economic theory, and politics. · 
He then proceeds to examine some of the controversies that have swirled ~round the 
course and development of Marx's thought, in particular the relation of Marx's early 
writings to his mature work ar)d the possible divergences between Marx and Engels. 
Turning next to the work of Lenin and Mao, Avakian argues that tl~eir theoretical in­
novations represent the most important enrichment of Marxism of the twentieth cen­
tury. Finally, in one of the most provocative sections of his survey, Avakian subjects 
Soviet Marxism to withering criticism. He analyzes several representative works by 
Soviet scholars and·shows that their method, content, and outlook cut against and suf­
focate the revolutionary essence of Marxism. 

This essay-appears at a time of a widely proclaimed "crisis of Marxism" - when 
the labor theory of value is under attack, when the applicability of Leninist forms of 
organization is subject to deep questioning, when the whole revolutionary experience 
of the 1960s is being reassessed, and when even the feasibility of socialism has been 
called into doubt. But Avak·ian's defense of Marxism is no mere liturgical reaffirma­
tion. He stresses that Marxism is a dynamic system, that it advances precisely in con­
nection with the new problems·posed by developments in the world, and that there is 
both an invigorating Marxist tradition to uphold as well as a deadening "conventional 
wisdom" to renounce. Avakian argues powerfully for the contemporary relevance of 
Marxism. Indeed, For A Harvest Of Dragons is itself striking testimony to Marxism's 
continuing vitality. 

"In the final analysis, as Engels once expressed it, the proletariat must win its eman­
cipation on the battlefield . But there is not only the question of winning in this sense 
but of how we win in the largest sense. One of the significant if perhaps subtle and often 
little-noticed ways in which the enemy, even in defeat, seeks to exact revenge on the 
revolution and sow the seed of its future undoing is in what he would force the revolu­
tionaries to become in order to defeat him. It will come to this: we will have to face him 
in the trenches and defeat him amidst terrible destruction but we must not in the pro­
cess annihilate the fundamental difference between the enemy and ourselves. Here the 
example of Marx is illuminating: he repeatedly fought at close quarter~ with the 
ideologists and apologists of the bourgeoisie but he never fought them on their terms or 
with their ouilook · with Marx his method is as exhilarating as his goal is inspiring. We 
must be able to m;intain our firmness of principles but at the same time our flexibility, 
our materialism and our dialectics, our realism and our romanticism, our solemn sense 
of purpose and our sense of humor." 

\ 153 pp. 

$6.95 Pa perback 
$13.95 C loth 
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RCP Publications 
P.O. Box 3486, Merchandise Mart 
Chicago, Illinois 60654 
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Another 
Wonder Of 

Modern 
Medicine 

Los Angeles officials like to brag that 
their ci ty is a world leader in just about 
every field - from entertainment to the 
arts, to commerce and finance. Medici ne 
is no exception as L.A . boasts dozens of 
medical "chools and hospita ls feat uring 
the mo t up-to-date technology. Under 
imperialism , however, the accumula tio n 
of wealth inevitably proceeds side by side 
with the accumulation of misery and op­
pression. A rare glimpse of what this 
means for the hu nd reds o f thousands of 
immigrants forced from their nat ive 
lands in to the bowels of the U.S. was 
recent ly given by a series o f a rticles in the 
L. .4. Herald-Examiner on the " His panic 
Health Crisis." 

According to figures printed in t his 
· series, East Los Angeles has o ne doctor 
for every 7,500 residents, as compared 
with Nicaragua which has one docto r for 
every 2,778 residents, Honduras with a 
doctor for every 3, 125 people and El 
Salvador with a doctor for every 3;446 
people . In other words, East Los Angeles 
has less rhan half as ma ny doctors per 
person as Nicaragua, Ho nduras or El 
Salvador. A nd th is is to say not hing o f 
places like Beverly Hills , where there is 
o ne docto r for every 200 people . It is 
furt he r revealing to see the number o f 
doctors in East L. A. compared to the 
condit ions in the countryside in these 
Centra l American-countries, as opposed 
to in the cit ies where most o f the doctors, 
health care facilities, etc., are concen­
trated . For exam ple, a U .S. government 
s tudy lists the number of persons per doc­
to r in t he urban a reas o f Hb nduras in 
1968 as I , 190 , o r a bout six times as many 
doctors per pe rson as a re availal:>le in East 
L.A. In the ru ral areas o f Honduras there 
were about 7, 143 people pe r d octo r. This 
means that in 1968 there were slightly 
more doctors for each person in the coun­
tryside of Honduras than there are doc­
tors avai la ble in East L.A. in 1984. O f 
cou rse there are other factors influencing 
the availa bili ty - o r more accura tely, the 
lack - of health care in countries like 

.Marchais 

H onduras. For example, there is a severe 
sho rtage o f nurses in Honduras, hospi ta ls 
a re concentrated in the cities whi le 
medical facilities availa ble 10 those living 
in rura l areas are o f much poorer qua lit y, 
and there are undo ubtedly regions whe re 
there is virtually no health care ava ilable 
a t all. Still these figures serve to illus tra te 
tha t health care 'available for immig ra nt 
wo rkers in L.A . is comparabre to the con­
ditio ns which many o f these same people 
fa ced w he n they we re in Central 
America. 

O ther figures paint no less vivid a pic­
ture of the vicious conditions perpe trated 
upon those li ving in the Pico-Union area , 
west o f d o wnt own L.A., a nd in East L.A . 
A death ra te from diabetes which is twice 
as high for Spa nish-speaking people as 
fo r whites, an incidence of typhoid which 
is so high tha t, according to the Herald­
Ernminer, "Authorities likened the rate 
to tha t in third world countries, " a nd a n 

How to Of fend the PCF 
"We protest with ind igna tion against 

these ridiculo u s and odious assert ions," 
declared Georges Ma rchais, leader o f the 
Commu nist Pa rty o f France, in a len er 
dated Februa ry 17 and published some 
days la ter in L 'Humanitl Was this a 
timely retort to ongoing a llegatio ns o f 
econo mic sabotage from the M itterrand 
bunch? A slap a t the com mon sniping of 
the far r ight? · 

As it happens, no. Wha t has fired .UP 
Marchais o n this occasion has origins 
erranger. Th is fiery denuncia tio n is 

Guatemala 
to D C Continued from 

• • page 6 

Post even obligingly reported tha t after 
the fire Dora had been hospitalized for 
"hysteria," implying that even she 
agreed with this assessment and was over­
whelmingly wracked with guilt . 

Yes, we are told, it had to be Dora's 
fault - certainly no one else was 10 
blame. District school authorit ies even in­
v~st igat ed themselves a n d q u ick ly 
reported that they were guilt less, even 
though the fire d id 4ake place a t a time 
when !he kids could have been in school. 
According to school a utho rities , Ervin 
had "adjustment problems." What was 
his problem? Apparently Ervin, a five­
year-old boy who d idn't speak English 
and had o nly been in the U.S. a few 

directed a t no ne o ther tha n the Com mu­
nis t P a rty o f the Sovie t Unio n, the r~ci­
pient o f Marchais ' letter, and was com­
pe lled by the a ppea rance in French o f a 
seemingly innocuo u's Soviet ethnographic 
study called "The Po pulat ion o f the 
Wo rld." According to the New York 
Times, Marcha is a ttacked the book be­
cause it said "the po pulat ion o f Fra nce 
broke d own ethnically into the French, 
pro per and int o mino rities , such as Alsa­
tians, Basques, Bren1 ons, Cata lan'>, a nd 
Corsicans." 

mo nths, kept leaving his classroom -
sometimes a1temp ting 10 go home a nd 
ot he r times s imply moving from his class­
room to ano ther o ne where the teacher 
spoke Spanish. The school's invest iga­
tio n a lso d ecla red tha t, while the-le1 1er of 
suspension "could have been word ed bet­
ter," no rule had been broken in suspe nd­
ing Ervin . To back t his up one school of­
ficia l even stated 1ha 1 Mrs . Alvarez d id n ' t 
appeal the suspensio n not ice so it went 
th rough without a hitch. Never mind the 
fact tha t Do ra Alva rez didn ' t speak 
English a nd couldn't read at a ll. Nor is 
the fac t t ha t she persona lly vis ited school 
o fficials and pleaded with them to revoke 
the suspe nsio n of any import s ince it 
wasn't an officia l appeal - " I to ld t hem 
my husba nd and I had to work to feed o ur 
childre n and to send mo ney to the ot her 
two who a re still in G ua tema la. I begged 
them no t to do this." 

A nd o f course, the system and the li fe ii 
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infant morta lity rate in the Boyle H eight~ 
a rea o f East L.A. which is 30% higher 
than the rate in L.A . Count y as a whole. 
One medical clinic in the Pico-Union a rea 
serving ma inl y Central American im­
migrants found that e ight o f every ten 
children they examined have int estina l 
parasites. 

This systema tic de nia l of healt h care is 
offic i~ l policy in Ca li fornia , where a p­
plicat ions for Medi-Ca l coverage a re 
automa tically sent 10 immigration o f­
fic ia ls for screening . The Herald­
Examiner quotes o ne count y healt h of­
ficia l who makes no bo nes about the fact 
tha t t he u1t er lack o f hea lth care fo r im-· 
migra n1s is perfectly acceptable 10 the 
rulers. This offi cia l, in fact, considers im­
migrants 1hems!!lves to be the problem: 
"With illegal immigran ts we just have to 
accept this as a real ity o f life." Wi th 
cha uvinism 1ha1 s taggers the mind this 
same o fficial goes o n to say that there is 

Woe be _10 the simple et hnographer -
comrade or otherwise - who would cast 
doubt o n t he ho mogene ity o f the French 
Nation! T hem's figh tin' words. "For 
us," wrote Marchais, "and for every 
citizen of our count ry, a ny man or 
woman who has a French citizensh ip is 
French. France is no t a ruultiethn ic coun­
try. It is one country , one na tion, one 
people , t ~e prod uct o f a long history . ... 
To describe a ny membe r o f the French 
communi ty as not 'purely' French is an 
o ffense against 04r' nat io nal conscience. 
No one here can accept it and our party 
less than anyone." 

O f course, by now the PCF need s " less 
than anyone" to prove its own od ious 
assertions o f na tionalism and chau-

imposes o n 1 he prole ta r ia t is a lso sup­
posedly gu i-1 1less. A fter a ll, Dora Al varez 
freely <·hose to leave her ch ildren a lone . 
Sim ilarly , the Alvarez family " freely 
chose" to flee from G uatemala in order 
10 survive and "freely chose" to live five 
people to a shabby single room inside the 
U.S. And Dora A lvarez j us t as '. ' freely 
chose" to have 10 work as a domestic in 
order 10 keep her family a live - a job 
which necessi ta ted leaving her own 
child ren alone in o rder 10 pick up her 
em ployer's child for babysilting o n the 
day of the fi re. It is a lso quite interest ing 
to no te that wh ile the officia l cause of the 
fire was pinned o n the ch ildren "playing 
wit h a cigarette lighter," no one has 
payed any specia l a ttention to t he 
Alvarez's sta teme nt tha t most o f the 
damage in the room was to the ceiling im­
media tely above the la mp which had fa ul­
ty wi ring. 

In any ins ta nce such a n attempt to 

no t really too much worry as far as the 
"public health" (as opposed 10 the health 
o f immigran ts, who a pparent ly don ' 1 
qua li fy as pa rt o f the " public") is con­
cerned. W hi le there arc problems like 
typhoid and tuberculosis, which arc com­
m unicable d i,seases a nd wh ich migh L 
spread to o ther sect ions of the popula­
tio n, 1 his same ht:qlt h officia l notes 1 hat 
"Most o f the pa ras ites fou nd in people's 
gu ts a re really not transmissible." 

Such is the logic of the count ry 1ha1 
never ti res o f boast ing about "the highest 
standa rd o f li ving in the world ." Herc, 
immigrants forced in to this country by 
the rapacious appet ite o f U.S. imperial­
ism a re plagued by heal th and san itary 
cond it io ns as a byssmal as in the oppress­
ed a nd d omina ted coun tries they were 
forced out o f, a nd health officials blandly 
remark o n 1 he need to accept this as a fact 
o f life. W hy don't they j t1s1 re name them 
" d isea'ie officia ls" ? I ' 

vlnism , having done so, in a particularly 
offensive fash io n, for decades. And by 
t he sa me token , the PC F would be ex­
pected " less than anyone" to ·point out 
1 ha t the la rge rum-European popular ion in 
France is the product of history - namely 
the his tory o f French (and ot her) imperial­
ist do mination and interna tional plu nder. 
When Marchais gets 10 musing on e1hno­
graphics, these people do n' t even merit 
discussio n! l'Vlarchais apparen tly·considers 
this a practical q uest ion - evidenced by a 
PCF mayor's bulldozing o f immigrant 
hou.sing a couple years ago and eyen uglier 
examples since. I t 

blame the mo ther fo r the accidental death 
of her chi ld ren reeks of the oppression o f 
wome n - " If a wo(llan is a good mother 
and a real ho usewife she wouldn't let 
herself gel in to a situa t ion like this. If she 
really knew her place she wou ld. never 
have left the kids alone - no matter what 
- a ft er a ll the home, the kids and 
whatever happens to them are her life and 
her responsibil ity. " In the Alvarez story, 
th is " bla ming the mother" has an 
especially disgus ti ng and enraging stench, 
a nd to accept it as fact means nothing less 
tha n em bracing the realities o f imperial­
ism a nd the life it imposes on the pro­
leta ria t as " jus t the way things are. " In 
truth, the A lvarez s to ry is, more than 

- a nything e lse, an inpic tmen t o f U.S. im­
pe ria lism and an indisputa ble sta tement 
o n its na tu re and the oppressio n it breeds 
for the in terna tiona l prole ta riat from 
countries like G ua temala s traight 10 the 
streets o f Washington, D.C. rl 
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LaHelada 
Continued from page 3 
none1heless maintains a develo ped infra­
structure o f officia ls operating various 
programs and agencies . Also, vinually all 
the colonias have various officials who in 
!Urn are tied in to central o ffices of 1he 
colonias; bot h these and the UFW net­
works a re intrinsically co nnected with the 
local Democrat ic Part y. The resuh is a 
pervasive a tmosphere of suffocating, of- · 
ficial reform ism, where running afoul of 
\arious "cha ritable" agencies is a 
dangerous proposi1io n, and a scene in 
which the arrival o f any visito r is im­
mediately noticed by a ll . and o ften quick­
ly relayed to va rious authori1ies. 

T he demagoguery reached some nc'' 
heigh ts ai a recent statewide UFW con­
,·enuon in 1he val le}. Mos• of the pro mi­
nen1 speakers (w ho included virtua lly 
every 1op Democratic Pa rt y elected o f­
ficial in Texas and numerous candidates) 
glowingly praised themselves for "how 
far we ' 'e come since the days when 1hc 
Texas Rangers busted up o ur office, bea1 
up people o n o ur picket lines, and 1ried 10 
run us o u1 o f 10\\n. Those days, 1hank 
God, a rc over. " No doub11here arc some 
farmworkers who are comforted by 1he 
fac t t ha1 , in the Rio Grande Valley, most 
of 1he mayors, s tale representatives, con­
gressmen , no t to mention 1he sheriff, 
po lice, and even many I NS agents , are 10-
day Chicano ; ho wever, praises for such 
" people 's po li1icians" were noticably ab­
sent in o ur interviews with the farm­
wo rkers 1hemselves. 

The UFW was no t conten110 rest on it s 
laurels, though, as they put forward a 
"fighting program" of inundating " can­
didate Ronald Reagan" wi1h le11ers 
demanding jobs programs and benefit ex­
tensions. In a shameless performance of 
the ideology of trade-unionism, Cesar 
Chavez also stated thal 1he UFW leader­
ship was primed and ready to launch a big 
ba1tle 10 finally o rganize the Texas fields, 
until the December freeze forced them to 
alter their s trategy. However, he did pro­
mise tha t " as soon as the industry gels 
back o n its feet, we'll be the re, knocking 
o n their door, boycotting their products, 
and s triking in their fields." The 
Democratic governor of Texas, Mark 
White, has also seized on condition.s in 
the valley. At his church in Austin, he in­
itiated a well-publicized drive to collect 
canned food for shipment 10 the valley, 
urging other "co mpassionaie congtega­
tions" to do the same, since, he said, the 
"heartless Reagan administration" will 
no1 send enough assis1ance. Later, at a 
speech described as a " stinging attack on 
Reagan" that White delivered before the 
Na1ional Press Club in Washington, 
D.C. , he too revealed a program for the 
valley. " As good a deal as tney've given 
Grenada in post-invasion aid, maybe we 
should invite a Marine assault on south 
Texas. " This may reveal some unex­
pected imperialis t farsightedness on 
White's part. The last major positioning 
o f U.S. tro ops along the Texas / Mexico 
bo rder, when more than 100,000 
American soldiers were s1a1ioned there, is 
described this way in an article by Texas 
histo rian Mike Kingston. "Service in the 
border is put 10 good use as many of the 
American. soldiers were given basic 
military training there before departing 
10 Euro pe when the United States entered 
the First World War in 1917." 

Meanwhile, the Border Patrol says 
they are going to increase their "efficien­
cy" through the use of newer, better, and 
more numerous infrared lights and 
helicopters . Low-flying planes continual­
ly lay down blankets of pesticides in the 
remaining fields. And in McAllen, which 
a few years ago achieved national 
notoriety for the beatings of Chicano and 
Mexican prisoners videotaped by police 
in the city jail, over half the town is vir­
tually o ff-limits 24 hours a day 10 anyone 
not white. 

Life in lhe Colonias 

The roads leading out of McAllen ap­
pear to be going through a typically bland 
slice o f Americana - except that here 
there is an unmistakable edge to it. Barb­
ed wire and coiled-wire fences surround 
all the numerous golf courses and the new 
subdivisio ns (which are given names like 
" Plantation South" ), and in many areas 
the sprawling brick houses take on the 
look of fort resses in an occupied ter­
ritory. 

The homes in thecoloniasare quite dif­
ferent. The sewage drains open into the 
unpaved streets and in the rainy periods 
the dirt roads turn into an impassable sea 
of mud. This winter many children in the 
colonias didn ' t go to school for over a 
week at a time because the school buses 
couldn't drive into some colonias when it 
rained for five days. Homes are con­
structed of almost anything ayailable, 
and many are without utilities of any 
type . People often put rocks on top of 
their tar-paper roofs for some meager 
protectio n against the wind and rain , or 
tap int() a neighbor's electrical ouile t with 
an extension cord for some light al night. 
One man, who lives in a colonia himself, 
commented 1ha1 he had worked a round 
chicken coo ps in better shape and bette r 
co ns1ruc1ed than many of the ho uses in 
1 he colonias. 

One woman, who along with her hus­
band has worked in the fields for yea rs , 
described the effects of the freeze like 
this: " When the freeze came, wha t hap­
pened was I a lmost sta rted 10 cry. It was 
like they had taken a plate of food from 
the table, taken it away from us. What lit­
tle we worked up we used to pay our bills ; · 
just water, rent, ~nd food, and no m.ore. 
When the freeze came a round rhe 22nd or 
23rd, we were picking fruit. We weren't 
making too much money, but we were 
more or less meeting our bills, paying our 
rent, and the rest. Also we were ge11ing 
fo od sramps; other than that we'd never 
make it. Then the hard freeze came and 
everything dried up. And all these people, 
the gas company, the light company, the 
water company - they all have to be 
paid, and they all want their money 
now." 

Her husband continues, "We also 
went to see the judge Santo Saldana in 
Edinbur~. There were about 6,000 cans 
of food - fruit, honey, and meat. Bui 
they had it in a warehouse in McAllen and 
didn't want 10 !Urn it loose. And the peo­
ple were in need of food, bur they didn't 
want 10 turn ir loose. There were people 
who didn't have gas to cook with, but the 
company wouldn't give credit. How are 
people supposed to cook and eat when 
1hey have nothing? There were a lot o f 
people making fires outside and trying to 
cook there, because they have nothing 
else. That is why they ordered the church 
in San Juan to pass out warm meals from 
5 p.m. to 8 p.m. But we could not go so 
far for such a small plate of food. We just 
wasted more gas and got more problems. 

"For a 101 of people, this is their only 
food to eat. We all agreed to talk to the 
judge and let hjm pass our the food for us 
.10 cook. The judge got on the radio and 
said there was no need for people to be 
acting that way, what would all the 
1ourists from up north think when they 
came to the Rio Grande Valley. It would 
be discredited. Now we are receiving a lit­
tle check every 15 days, $29. They say ir is 
once a week but tha1 is not true because I 
count the days and it's every 15 days, a 
$29 unemployment check. And my wife 
gets a $3 disaster check. She's got three 
checks totaling $9. There are others who 
get one for $1. And now, of course, these 
unemployment checks are all g0 ne. At 
the most, people go1 four checks. 

" I went to the Texsun Company here 
in Weslaco and I asked for an application 
for me, my wife, and my two grown 
daughters, but they said no, they didn't 
have any. They had 200 people working 
but now they only have 100. Everywhere 
it's the same thing. There are some com­
panies working, a little fruit here and 
there, but it's just a few hours. 

"If you take a look around San Juan 
you will see big machines taking out all 
the trees and burning them. Big piles of 
orange trees as big a.s this house. 
Everything is gone. Everything is dead. 
And the trees that are still planted, it will 
be at least three years for them 10 bear 
fruit. The people are going 10 be like ants, 
some going this way, some going that 
way; I'm thinkingofgoingtoHoustonor 
San Antonio, or some other big large city 
10 see if I can find any kind of work, even 
just a sweeper's job or something. 
Because right here in agriculture, it's all 
dead. 

; •And everywhere else it's about the 
same, too. I have a couple of sons who 
are in Florida and they tell me it's about 
the same thing there. They only work part 
time, sometimes a day or two and that's 
all. Right now we are making it, we are 
eating beans and tortillas, because they 
(the sons - R W) are helping us. But 
when they can't help us any more what 

are we going to do? Are we going !()steal? 
If we steal we will be killed, bot we.have 
to find a way to eat somehow. 

"The foodstamp people say, 'No, you 
have enough to eat now. Go look for a 
job and if you don't find one come back 
over here.• We have to travel all the way 
to Edinburg, or Weslaco. We waste gas, 
$8 or even $10. But they don't look at it 
that way. How long can we stand this? 
Andthenthey sayit's onlytheirorders. If. 
you take 1 hem a bill showing I hat you had 
10· repair your car or had 10 get a tire or 
something, just so you could go look for 
a job or go 10 rhe foodstamp office, they 
won't accept ii as a bill. They say, ' No , 
you can hitchhike.' They say, ' How did 
you get over here? Did you spend money 
fixing your car? Yes? Well then, you 
do n't qualify.' 

"Around he re the farmers have law o n 
1 heir side. If two o r 1 h ree peo ple ask for a 
ra ise or something they run you off. 
Tha t's the same wherher you're working 
o r no r. They say 1 hat you ' re no good and 
if you don' t leave they call rhe police to 
take you away and a rrest you. Around 
here you can' t speak fo r your rights, 
someo ne a lways has their foo t on your 
neck , a nd if you say any! hing 1 hen you 're 
no good." 

The explosion of to urism in the valley 
in recenr years has given rise 10 some 
unusua l, but revealing, jux1aposi1io ns -
for example , . a small group of farm­
workers harvesting onions in a field 
bordered on one side by a large drive-in 
bank and on the o ther a s tring of fast­
food franchises. These remaining fields 
near the towns and malls are about the 
only ones not a large! of constant 
pesticide spray. This spraying has been 
going o n, as an elderly farmworker said, 
' ' a s lon g a s an y.o ne ali ve her e 
remembers. " It has been poisoning 1he 
people in the valleys for decades. Recent­
ly a hearing was held at Texas A & M 
University's southernmost campus iri 
Weslaco, sponsored by 1he Texas De~art~ 
menr of Agriculture (TDA), purt!)ortedly 
10 look into the effects of pesticide use on 
farmworkers. The tenor of the meetings,. 
not to mention the state's intentions 
regarding pestic ide usage, was probably 
best captured in· a closing commeni 
earnestly inrerjected by a d octor o n rhe 
panel. He reminded the farmworkers pre­
sent o f the two basic he~lth precaut ions 
that everyone should know to take when 
w o rking in the fields - always wash your 
hands before using the latrine, and never 
eat the food you are picking! 

Even 10 those not in the fields , the ef­
fects of the spraying are disastrous and 
long lasting. The colonias .are invariably 
in the middle of cultivated fields and it is 
unusual for rhe swooping, low-flying. 
planes not to spray at least some of them 
daily. Even when the p lanes stop before 
they get over people's homes, the·clotlds 
and fumes of course continue to drift and 
settle over the co/onias,. and qujte often 
there is direct spraying of people's ' ' 
homes, and even o f schools," or vacant 
lots passing for playgroonds where kids 
are hanging out. A junior high sc;;hool 
teacher explained that the kids in.his class : · 
quite often come in very sick, with 
vomiting and headaches, on Monday and 
Tuesday and then tell him they had ~o 
spend the weekend working in the fields. 

A woman testifying before the. TOA 
hearing rold of ·how she had suffered 
from a fungus on her hands ai:id feet for 
nine years, and this was something she 
had never had before working in the 
fields. "I s till can use only two fingers on 
my righ t hand because o f this. My eyes 
are always red and watery and ·I forget · 
what it feels lik'e to not have a headache. 
Now rhe poison they spray is usually 
stronger than it used to be. Last week my . 
co/onia was sprayed and people suffered 
dizziness and headaches for 1wo days, 
children and adults alike. As far as I 
know, not a single person saw a doctor. 
They have to stop spraying our homes, . 
and especially the schools where all the 
kids are." 

One farmworker in a colonia said this, 
as a plane flew directly overhead twice, 
emi1ting a thick, foul-smelling vapor. 
"I'm going 10 talk 10 you very frankly. 
Every time these farmers have .plants, 
they are going 10 have pesticides. That 
pesticide that they are spraying now 
harms a lot of families. Every morning 
when you wake up, you breathe all the 
pesticides int o your lungs . It makes your 
head dizzy, and it makes you want 10 
vomit. I myself have dizziness, rashes all 
the time; I have all kinds of things due to 

the pesticides. If our clothes are on the 
line and a plane goes over, we have to 
wash them again because if we don' t 
everyone will break out in rash. The 
children are getting a sickness of the 
blood, and also a lot of people's kidneys 
gel bad and a lot of people get cancer. 

"I'm. so sick that even if I'm far, far 
away from the spraying I can still smell it 
and I get sick . On<:e in Michigan we were 
all picking tomatoes when all pf a sudden 
1his airplane came low, so low tha t it 
sprayed all ove r us and we ran over 10 the 
side. I had to take my wife to the hospi tal 
because she scrarched her finger with a 

· piece o f wire and that pesticide got in h~r 
finger. I took her 10 a clinic bu1 they said 
they couldn't do a nything abou r ir. By 
now , I think that we have more pesticide 
in our bodies than rhey have ·in their 
wa reho uses. " 

Back in town , the sl.feets o f McAllen 
a rc clogged with police cars , I NS (Im­
migra 1 io n & Natu raliza tio n Service) 
vehicles a nd RVs , and a reign o f terror 
direc ted a ga inst 1he M ex ica n and 
Ch icano prole1arians of 1 he a rea is an 
ever-present fact of life. One farm­
wo rker, a Chicano , described the scene 
like rhis. " They do n' t want you -speaking 
up for anybod y. If you' re caugh1 even 
just riding in 1he same truck wit fi-some­
one from Mexico, 1hey (I he Border Patrol 
- R W) take your own papers, tear them 
up, and throw you back to Mexico along 
with the Mexican guys. They don' t want 
you 10 say a nything, even if you see La 
Migra beating· up somebo dy. Around 
here in the colonia someo ne can stay all 
night lo ng, and no one will say any1hing. 
But if you go downt own and the police 
see you they 'll investigate you , and pro­
bably ha ul you in . Why? Because some 
to uris t called the po lice o n you ." 

In Reynosa, Mexico , j ust eight miles 
.across the river from McAllen , s1ree1 
fighting has broken o ut twice in the past · 
several mo nth s, and soldiers wit h 
aut omatic weapons have been ca lled on 
10 patrol rhe s treets. Newsmen standing 
on the Texas side , with flames lea pi ng in 
the city behind 1hem, nervously warned 
the " winter Texans" it may be best 10 
stick to the golf courses for the next cou­
ple o f days, until things cool out· in 
Reynosa . Exac tly ho w 1 he rap id ly 
sharpening contradictions on bot h sides 
o f the river will interact wi th and in­
fluence each other in the co ming months 
a.nd years remains IO be seen. Clearly, 
ho wever, the situat ion a lo ng this 
U .S: -crea ted oorder has good po1en1ial -
fort he interna tionf}I proleta riat. I · 
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The First Significant Deepening ~f 
Lenin's Theory of Imperialism 

"This is a provocative reinterpretation of 
Marx and Lenin from a viewpoint opposed 
to capitalism and imperialism and also 
opposed to what it caUs the 'social­
imperialism' of the Soviet Union. It is 
therefore worth reading as an unusual point 
of view, rigorously presented.'' 

-Howard Zinn 
Professor of Political Science, Boston University 

author of A People's History of the United States 

''From a theoretical perspective, the chief 
significance of this book is the way it 
develops Marxist political economy in the 
light of Lenin's analysis of imperialism. It 
argues that the laws of capitalist 
accumulation now operate at the level of the 
world as a whole, including both East and 
West. The problems of individual countries 
must therefore be seen in the context of the 
world system. This is an important argument 
and it is developed here not only with 
scholarly care but also with an eye to the 
guidance it provides for political action.'' 

-Edward Nell 
Professor of Economics, 

Graduate Fac.ulty at the New School for Social Research 
author of Growth, Profits and Property 

A.mu in D«liM is a multivolume study 
of the origins and implications of the 
contemporary crisis of world capitalism. 

This work breaks new ground and offers fre8h 
insights into the nature and history of 
monopoly capitalism. Its theoretical point of 
departure is the integrating and determining 
role of the world imperialist economy. The 
structures and trends of particular national 
economies can only be understood in light of 
a world dynamic. Indeed, the contradictions-, 
tensions, and conflicts to which imperialism 
gives rise must ultimately - and can only . 
under this system - be resolved through the 
forcible · recasting of international relations, 
that is, through w9rld war. At the same time, 
revolutionary upheavals are inextricably 
bound up with and profoundly influence this 
world dynamic. America in Decline 
represents a remarkable defense and the first 
significant deepening of Lenin's theory of 
imperialism. 

Volume l contains three introductory studies. 
The first chapter lays the theoretical 
foundation for the work as a whole and sets 
forth its principal theses. The second chapter 
surveys the rise and ascendance of U.S. 
imperialism, emphasizing those factors which 
would play a crucial part in the bolstering 

An1erica in 
An Analysis D' '1 • 

oftheDevelopments ·ec •1ne 
Toward War and Revolution,· .I. 

in the U.S. ~d Worldwide, in the 1980s. .. 

Raymond Lotta with Frank S~annon Vol. l 

and unraveling of its international position in 
the years after 1945. The third chapter 
subjects the received tradition of Comintern 
crisis theory to blistering criticism. 

America in Decline is an immensely 
important and timely work. Three decades of 
the greatest growth in the history of 
capitalism have now led to a crisis of massive 
proportions and brought the world to the 
precipice of the most destructive war in 
human history. America in Decline combines 
a mastery of material with a sense of 
urgency. Marxism here is presented and 
applied with rigor and with vision. No one 
wishing to understand the causes and 
dimensions of the world crisis of the 1980s 
and the potential that it holds for 
revolutionary transformation can afford to 
overlook this work. 

America .in 
Decline Vot. 1 
An Analysis of the DevAlopments 
Toward War and Revolution, in 
the U.S. and Worldwide, in the 1980s. 

Raymond Lotta 
with Frank Shannon 

278 pp. 
$21.95 Cloth (now available) 
Include $1.00 postage 
Order from Banner Press 
P.O. Box 6469 
Chicago, Illinois 60680 
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