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August 1, 1983. Shouts of fury and
triumph from hundreds of women
rose and ripped the air of death and
destruction around the Seneca
Army Depot. The ugly taunts of
local defenders of the American
Way stopped, their mouths drop- .
ped open. The state troopers with
police dogs and various local coun-
Ly police stood ready; the MPs on
the inside of the chainlink fence
with face protectors and rifles
drawn tensed. And then the first
group of women moved through to
the gate area, pulled themselves up
lo the top of the fence and went
over. The MPs grabbed them.
More women moved forward,
some with painted peace signs,
JSeminist symbols, tears painted on
their faces; some carried flowers;
one group, including a 90-year-old
blind woman, sat down and began
reading from the bible. More
women went over the fence, in-
cluding one group who had woven
themselves together with a web of
brightly colored yarn and went over
together, pausing at the top to give
a triumphant clenched-fist salute,
All in all, over 200 women went
aver the fence.

—RW reporter’s notes

Scenes like these brought the Seneca,
New York, Women’s Encampment for a
Future of Peace and Justice to national
and international attention. One of many

such camps, stretching from Comiso, Ita-
ly, to West Germany, to California, and
inspired generally by the two-year-old
camp outside the U.S. Air Force Base
near Greenham Commons, England,
Seneca has become a touchstone for
many in the movement against nuclear
war and against the oppression of
women.

From the beginning, the camp brought
together a fresh and lively cacophony of
people, views, credos, morals, and
politics; it “*was not one peace camp, but
many camps,’’ as one participant so well
described it. Largely committed to nonvio-
lence, widely infuenced by feminism (of
many forms and versions), the camp
managed to coalesce around a certain
stand of defiance, ‘‘rising to the emergen-
cy’’ as its handbook put it, “‘and accept-
ing responsibility for their own lives, the
lives of their children, and all life on
earth.”” It wasn’t simply a matter of tac-
tics which were focused on the Seneca
Army Depot, a transshipment point for
U.S. nukes; civil disobedience is nothing
new. More that the tactics were accom-
panied by a determination to do what was
needed to stop this war machine, and a
view of speaking to the world: “‘the camp
required a kind of leap of imagination,”
someone said. People arrived from
England, Italy, Japan; from Vermont
and Minneapolis. But by autumn a full-
fledged debate spread in the movement as
the camp came under a regular avalanche
of criticism. How and why did this
courageous and significant protest come
under such sharp attack? What is at stake

in the summing up?

July 28, 1983. ““When they came in-
to Waterloo, they saw a huge sign
streiched between two houses. It
greeted them: ‘Nuke Them Till
They Glow, Then Shoot Them in
the Dark.” They turned the corner
to cross the Waterloo Bridge, and
were met by several hundred
Waterloo citizens, nearly all
holding up large and little flags,
nearly all screaming foul cries and
words they hoped would insult the
women. ‘Commies,’ ‘Lezzies,” ‘Kill
Them,’ ‘Nuke Them.’ Many car-
ried flagpoles with pointed tips, and
their enraged screams and jabbing
terrified our women, who after
brief discussion decided to sit
down. . .. The sheriff. .. offered a
detour which made sense (o some
women. But for the women sitting
under the barrage of hatred, it
seemed foolish to turn their
backs.”’

—Grace Paley, ‘“The Seneca
Stories, "’ Ms. magazine,
December 1983

A man with a 12-guage shotgun
and a pockelful of ammunition
rushed towards the women. He was
detained, given a ticket for menac-
ing the public, and released. . . . One
sign read ““‘Traitors to America and
Womanhood Go Home. '’ Shouts of
“Go home,” were meant quile
literally, go back to the kitchen, the

nursery, the bedroom. . . .

—RW reporter’s notes on
Waterloo confrontation

The confrontation at Waterloo, which
came during a march to honor historic
figures in the women’s movement, occur-
red only a few days before the mass ac-
tion at the Depot gates. It did not halt the
momentum of the camp. But it did
become the rallying point for all those
who were, or had been already, disturb-
ed, critical, or in outright oppeosition to
the “‘in your face’’ character of the camp
and the determination of the women to
g0 up against the war machine.

By the fall, a major feminist monthly
paper in New York, WomaNews, carried
an article which typified the growing
criticism, stating: ‘I think Waterloo
raises serious issues about the goals and
strategies of the women’s peace move-
ment. To me, the very concept of the
Seneca Falls Peace Camp deserves to be
questioned. Not so much the peace camp
itself, but the politics of establishing an
encampment of feminists, lesbians, and
anti-nuclear activists in a conservative
community where there are few roots to
the peace movement....”’ The author
called for ‘‘a politics committed to
reaching, educating, and being educated
by diverse people. It is'only this massive
empowerment and the struggle it entails,
that is worthy of the name feminism.”’
Others were a bit more blunt. Antiwar ac-
tivist Norma Becker complained at an im-
portant public dialogue in New York that

Continued on page 8
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Miami

The trial of Miami cop Luis Alvarez is
coming to a close. Alvarez is charged with
manslaughter for shooting 20-year-old
Black youth Nevell Johnson in a crowded
video arcade on December 28, 1982: the
incident which sparked the Overtown
rebellion. As expected, the Alvarez
defense team has spent the past two
weeks conducting a vicious courtroom at-
tack on Nevell Johnson. Alvarez himself
was quoted on national TV news, from
the witness stand, as saying ‘‘I deliberate-
ly shot him.”” Another ‘‘justifiable
homicide,”” pig-style.

Ridiculous and undocumented stories
have been filtering out of Miami via the
national news media to try to bolster the
twisted courtroom scene, most of these
stories completely unrelated to the even-
ing of December 28. The world now has
been told that Nevell Johnson pawned a
shotgun two weeks before he was
murdered, and that Nevell Johnson’s
father has some, unspecified of course,
criminal record, and that Nevell
Johnson, Sr., was also shot by police in
1967. More outrageous than even that

type of testimony was the widely touted
lie that Nevell Johnson was “*a crook who
deserved to be shot,” according to a
woman who claims she reported to the
police, some four months after it alleged-
ly happened, that Johnson had robbed
her. She says she reported it just so that
people: would know ‘““‘Alvarez shot a
crook.”’ And this is only a bit of the gar-
bage that has been brought up and spew-
ed out in this case. Other major stories
and editorials in Miami have been
lauding the great work of Miami police,
moaning about how many people get shot
in the line of duty, and around this case
praising both Judge David Gersten and
Alvarez defense attorney Roy Black. Just
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personal interest stories that have nothing
to do with the trial, we suppose. All the
public opinion creating has left little
room to doubt what the verdict will be.

Also, as has been expected, the mood
in both Overtown and Liberty City is one
of deep anger, anger which deepens as the
news from the trial spreads. The local
Community Relations Board is holding
prayer meetings, breakfast meetings, and
radio talk shows, with its men spending
hours walking out among especially the
youth, begging for calm. A somewhat
frantic effort is underway to pull off what
was-not accomplished in either December
1982 or May 1980,

Miami City Manager Howard Gary
(the highest Black public official, who is
still embroiled in some of the aftereffects
of firing the police chief) has been more
than a little candid about what should be
expected, though, just in case the present
methods fail again. As Gary told the
press after one mass meeting held in
Overtown on Monday, March 5th, with a
heated exchange between the 150 masses
and the army of politicians, ‘I saw more
anger in that meeting today than I’ve seen
in this city in a long time. It disturbed me.
We’re always prepared to protect the city.
There are different ways you protect the
city. The first is a preventive approach,

which is what we are trying to do here to-
day. Obviously, there is the approach we
don’t like to use and that’s the one of
force.”

To emphasize this point the police
presence in Black neighborhoods has
been escalated. A special caravan of cops
with about 20 vehicles, including paddy
wagons, has caravaned through Over-
town several times in the past week. In
one Black neighborhood, Richmond

Heights, Black youth rocked and bottled

police for four hours last Thursday after-
noon, after a 30-year-old Black man died
mysteriously while in police custody. The
man had been arrested for ‘‘resisting ar-
rest’’ and was dead within hours. The
Community Relations Board, which had
put all its people into Overtown and
Liberty City, spent several days scurrying

around these new streets that they were
having to try to bring back into line.

As the trial nears a close in Miami, the
political work of proletarian interna-
tionalists has been further unleashed. In
one instance, a group of Haitian revolu-
tionaries wrote the following statement
which has been circulating for signature;

To the Black people of Miami:

Today, as the trial of Luis Alvarez is
nearing an end, we Haitian refugees
salute you in the spirit of proletarian in-
ternationalism. The brutal murder of
Nevell Johnson filled us with anger and
disgust; your powerful rebellion at:that
time was an inspiration to all oppressed
who have suffered under this system.
Now the state is engaged in yet another
crime — this so-called trial, which is real-

_ly a whitewash of the police murder, and

an attempt to blame the victim, and all
Black people, for the brutality inflicted
upon them. _
We share much in common. Like you,
we are mostly proletarians, propertyless
wage slaves, forced to beg the capitalists
for the right to slave for them, and if we
are lucky enough to be hired, receiving
barely the means to survive in return.
Like you, we are also oppressed as a peo-
ple, as a nation, discriminated against,
hounded, openly mocked and treated like
an inferior species. Most recently, the
U.S. courts came out and openly pro-
claimed that Haitians have no rights
under the Constitution, that we can be
held in concentration camps like Krome,
or deported back to death or prison at the
hands of the U.S.-owned Duvalier dic-
tatorship in Haiti — all without any legal
recourse at all. .
There are two lessons in this decision,
and in the Alvarez trial. One is that the
imperialist rulers desperately fear the
millions they hold in chains — this is why
they seek ever new ways to terrorize us in-
to submission. The other is that the op-
pressed have no rights the oppressor is
bound: to respect — in defense of their
unholy empire, the imperialists will com-
mit every crime, from robbery to nuclear -
war, and find a law or a court to sanctify
it with the holy water of ‘‘democracy.”
Let us take these lessons to heart. We
do not want — and they won’t let us
anyway — to participate in their criminal
system. We do not ask their mercy, which
we have never received. We seek only to
participate in the growing struggle of peo-
ple like ourselves throughout the world,

. people of every color and nationality,

who are fighting to end this madness
through revolution. We take their latest
attacks only as a sign of their weakness
and vulnerability, and pledge to redouble
our efforts to defeat them, and to support
all others in this cause.

DOWN WITH THE OPPRESSION
OF BLACK PEOPLE!

DOWN WITH IMPERIALISM
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD!

LONG LIVE REVOLUTION!

Haitian refugees,
political activists
and revolutionaries
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Youth Deportation

S.O.P. For The L.N.S.

The corner of Fifthrand Euclid is pro-
bably little different from a dozen other
intersections in southern California
where immigrants, largely from Mexico
and Central America, gather in the morn-
ings hoping to find work as day laborers.
Such places are also favorite targets for
La Migra, the U.S. Immigration agents
who strive to turn the practice of random
terror into a science. On the morning of
February 15 the agents of the Immigra-
tion & Naturalization Service (INS) seiz-
ed 30 victims. By that night, according to
the INS, they had all been deported to Ti-
juana, Mexico.

Among those arrested and deported
was Mario Moreno Lopez. Mario is 14
and a legal resident of the U.S. When the
INS began their sweep of the Santa Ana,
California streetcorner he did not try to
run away. ‘I thought 1'd explain it to
them and I'd have no problem,’’ he later
explained. Instead he found himselfin an
INS detention center. Three times he tried
to explain that he was a legal resident, he
even told them when and where he had
received permanent residency status. The
INS wasn’t interested. What they were in-
terested in was making people sign
““voluntary’’ deportation forms, mean-
ing that those signing waive their right to
a deportation hearing and the INS can go
ahead and send them to the border. While
Mario was being held he saw one im-
migration agent grab someone who refus-
ed to sign the deportation form and
throw him to the ground. It was then,
Mario said later, that he decided to sign
the deportation form. On February 17,
two days after Mario’s arrest, his father,
having finally learned what happened to
his son, was combing the streets of Ti-
juana looking for him.

_ By then the story of the boy who had
been deported by ““mistake’’ was becom-
ing news throughout southern Califor-
nia. Eventually Mario managed to get
across the border and into San Diego —
where he was promptly seized by the INS
and deported again! Only after getting
across the border and into San Diego a
second time was Mario finally spotted by
a passerby and eventually returned home.

Nothing that happened to Mario

Lépez is particularly unusual. Youth his
age are routinely arrested and summarily
deported without so much as a chance to
make a phone call to their family. These
youth are bussed to Mexico, or perhaps
flown to Central America, and left to
fend for themselves, often leaving
parents who could do little but desperate-
ly wonder what happened and if and
when they might see their children again.
In the nearby town of Corona, INS
agents regularly stop children on their
way to school. Nor is it unusual for those
with legal res:dency papers or those who
are 1J.S. citizens to be deported Mano S
father was keeping his son’s ‘‘green
card,” fearing that his son might lose it,
but stories of people with papers or with
proof of U.S. citizenship being deported

are not uncommon, What sets this case
apart from countless others who quietly,
routinely fall victim to the INS is simply
the widespread publicity it attracted. But
while this was a product of a combination
of factors, the result was to shine a little
light on the methods of the immigration
police.

In the face of this public exposure the
authorities set out to demonstrate clearly
to one and all that not only were the
methods used against Mario Léopez used
routinely against immigrants that fell inte
their clutches, but they would most cer-
tainly continue to be the methods they
would use. Ironically, less than a month
earlier a federal court in Los Angeles
issued an injunction requiring the INS to
give all minors they arrested written

notice of their rights, to give them a list of -

legal services attorneys they could contact
and to not coerce minors into signing the
“voluntary’’ deportation forms. Ap-
parently feeling, in the wake of this recent
case, that the INS was making a little too
nmruch mockery out of the “‘restraints’’ the
courts had supposedly placed on the INS,
a federal judge on February 22 placed a
temporary ban on all deportations of
minors who were not accompanied by a
parent or legal guardian. ‘‘But I can say
one thing for certain,’’ said an immigra-
tion official in Washington in reply to the

- federal judge’s order, ‘“‘that none of those

detained will be allowed to leave deten-
tion. We want to send a very clear signal
that we will not allow this to be a license

“for them to break the law. We will con-

I!’

tinue to apprehend and detain as usual.

In the five days the order banning
deportations was in effect, nearly 1,000
youth piled up in INS detention centers
from Texas to California. Attorneys who
had brought the class action suit concern-
ing the deportation of minors offered to
negotiate a compromise to allow some of
the youth in INS detention centers to be
released. They proposed that some of the
youth be released to relatives or that legal
services representatives be allowed to
counsel the youth, after which the INS
could deport them if they waived their
right to a deportation hearing. The INS
refused to compromise, knowing full well
that they were losing nothing by keeping
the youth locked up and that the court
would soon lift its order. The court did
indeed lift the order banning deporta-
tions of youth, and the judge also refused
to grant what attorneys who had brought
the suit had requested: the opportunity
for youth who were arrested to call their
families shortly after their arrest and
before signing ‘‘voluntary’’ deportation
forms, outside monitoring of INS pro-
cessing of minors, and that legal advice be

automatically provided to minors ar-
rested by the INS. The net result —
following all the fine words from the
federal judiciary about being ‘‘appalled”’
at the INS and the ‘‘irreparable damage”’
done to immigrant youth — was that the
INS was free to proceed just as they had
before. (R
Meanwhile, the INS launched into a

campaign of outrageous lies concerning

the deportation of Mario Lopez. First,
while Mario was still missing, INS of-
ficials claim that Mario told them he was
in the country illegally. Why would
Mario, who was a legal resident, tell the
INS he was in the country illegally? Well,
theorized one INS official, maybe he
wanted to go back to Mexico. According
to this little fairytale, Mario was standing

“on a Santa Ana streetcorner wanting to

go to Mexico, when up comes the helpful
immigration agent and offers him a lift to
the border. The INS also suggested —
again without bothering to offer even a
shred of proof to back up their specula-
tion — that perhaps Mario and his father
were not really legal residents of the U.S.
anyway. Perhaps, suggested an INS of-
ficial, they’d been out of the country over
a year, in which case their permanent
residency papers would not be valid. This
invention, too, was soon shown to be un-
true. Later the INS continued to repeat,
despite Mario’s denial, that he had told
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INS agents that he was in the country il-
legally, and one official threatened that
Mario might be prosecuted on the felony
charge of Iymg to:a federal officer — the
supposed "lie being their invention of

“Mario telling INS agents that he was in

the country illegally. Several days later
the INS claimed to have completed an in-
vestigation of the incident (though
nobody outside the INS has apparently
seen this so-called investigation, and the
INS never contacted Mario, his father or
their attorney in connection with this so-
called investigation) which came to the
predictable conclusion that all INS per-
sonnel involved had acted in a perfectly
proper manner. Later when one of the
immigration cops ‘‘exonerated’’ by the

"INS was questioned in a deposition taken

by attorneys involved in the suit against
the INS, the same agent took the Fifth
Amendment and refused to answer every
question asked of him..

But the official conclusion that all the
agents involved in this case did no wrong
is really the point. The kind of ‘lerror
manifested in the raid on the Santa Ana

- streetcorner which scooped up Mario

Lopez and then spit him out onto the
streets of Tijuana is indeed the official
standard operating procedure, and those
who rule over this vicious apparatus are
determined that nothing and nobody will
getin their way. Il

evolutlonﬂ_
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The Story of Esma

During his stay in West Germany last
fall, the RW's correspondent covering
the antimissile demonstrations had many
opporiunities to meet and talk with a
wide range of Turkish and Kurdish pro-
letarians. The following correspondence
highlights the challenges being met and
avercome by women proletarians:

I was ftraveling in West Germany’s
Ruhr region. If you would take every
smelly, smoky, industrial city in the U.S.
and cram them all into New Jersey, you
would get the Ruhr. 1t’s mile after mile of
steel mills, coal mines, factories and

workers’ neighborhoods, all tied up with
Autobahns, the German expressways
which have no speed limits.

It was Sunday and the old storefront
onaside street was crammed with people.
Right there in the sooty bowels of impe-
rialism they were meeting. Dozens of pro-
letarians from Turkey. It was a young
crowd, men, women, few teenagers, but
lots of little kids running around in the
back. *A Turious political debate was go-
ing on over the Kurdish national ques-
tion. x

When the meeting was over, we were
sitting around in the back room, which is
when I met Esma. Over a period of weeks
| had talked 1o a broad cross section of
Turkish and Kurdish proletarians. Each
story I heard was different, but together
they wove a fabric of imperialist and
feudal oppression. The oppression of
women which Esma had endured in her
young life mirrored the lives of millions
of rebellious gravediggers of imperialism.

LR 2

“‘} came here (to West Germany—R W)
when | was 11 years old. | came from a
small village in Anatolia, where I had to
work in the fields sincel was seven. | have
two brothers, and with my mother we
warked on land which we rented. My
father had gone to Germany after he
divorced my mother.

“} went to school in the winter and
worked in the fields in the summer after
school. Of course, 1 couldn’t do my
homework because 1 worked in the fields,
so | was beaten by the teacher who used to
grab me by the hair.

“Both . boys and girls could go to
school in our village, but outside of
school the general oppression of women
came down very hard en the girls. I was
very strictly brought up. For example, my
brothers could go outside and play, but
girls couldn’t and had to sit home. If |
didn’t, 1 was beaten by my mother. My
village and my family were strictly
Islamic. From the age of eight I had to
wear a head covering and read religious
books in Arabic. There was no political
resistance in our village. It was totally
forbidden. ,

It was only after I had been in Ger-
many for a few years that I even learned
of resistance. | had relatives in Turkey
who were members of the fascist party
whose symbol was a dog. When | saw
these symbols at their house and asked
what they meant, I was told that I was a
girl and to shut up.

1 came to Germany alone; my mother
and brothers remained in Turkey. My
father brought me and we came by car.
He is also a fascist and he brought me
here to work for him. I staried working at
14 because my father forged papers to say
that | was 16. I have worked continuously
since then as a cleaning lady.

““} found Germany to be a whole dif-
ferent world. 1 couldn’t speak the

language, didn’t like it, and couldn’t go
to school. My father denies that he came
here for economic reasons. He says it was
just because he divorced my mother. He
denies that there is any national oppres-
sion of Turks in Germany and says the
bosses at work help us.

“Until 1 was 16, when | married, |
thought just like he did. When I first met
my husband | liked him so much, but
then I found out that he was both Kurdish

and a communist! 1 was completely
freaked out, but he said give it a few
months, and we had many long talks and
he finally won me over. No way was my
father going to approve my marrying a
Kunjdish communist, so we had to elope.
He won’t speak to me to this day.”

ok ok ok ok

Having taken such a daring and

Girls from Turkey on a Munich street.

rebellious step, Esma and her husband
found no peace as they were confronted
by the deepening crisis of the imperialist
system and the rabid attempts of the West
German: bourgeoisie to whip up anti-
Turkish reaction, blaming West Ger-
many’s troubles on ‘‘foreign workers’’
while backing and arming the military
junta in Turkey.

ek kK

‘“‘Between Turkish and German
workers there is a great difference. For
example, at the hotel where | work, | have
to clean eight rooms and the German
women have to clean only six. There is no
union. On the job, there is no particular
difference between how Turkish men and
women are Ireated (bourgeois
equality. . . of commodities — R W). But
on the street a man can walk alone, but
not a woman. Women who wear veils get
harassment on the street. For example, |
once saw two Germans pour a bottle of
beer over the head of a Turkish woman
wearing a head covering, right on the
streetcar.

““On the other hand, there have been
demonstrations by young Germans
against the antiforeigner campaign. And
when busts come down, often Germans
will put themselves between the cops and
the Turks to protect them from arresis.

*“It has gotten a lot worse in Germany,
particularly in the work places. But | have
no desire to go back to Turkey. | don’t
like anything about Turkey. My husband
came here in 1979 on a student visa and
then applied for asylum. He was finally
refused and deported from Germany.
Now | am here alone with my baby. This
has become more and more common in
the last six months, and there are long
lines at the asylum office. I would like to
be back with my husband but that’s im-
possible, But if he were here, 1 would still
be torn beiween the (wo countries

“because both are so bad.

“In this ' workers’ center there are three
or four women who speak up, and many
others who do a lot of practical work. I'm
not an activist here, but I would like to be.
I’m alone, | work full time, I'm new and
still don’t know German and 1 have my
baby.-When my husband was here I could
do more. There is still a big women’s
problem.”

ok ok ok

Late that evening Esma and I left in the
same car together, making the rounds of
a Turkish proletarian area dropping dif-
ferent people off. In the car a great
discussion broke out between Esma and

another woman. Esma was looking for "

answers. She knew it didn't have to be
this way. She said she had heard some
good things about the Soviet Union; what
did the other woman think? The other
woman thought the Soviet Union was im-
perialist too. Esma asked why. And the

- discussion was still raging when we drop-

ped her and the baby off.
Esma didn’t have the answers, but she
was determined to get her hands on them.

C. Clark Kissinger
[



Page 6 —Revolutionary Worker—March 9, 1984

e
Message
From

- Miami

s
Lebanon

The following statement was initiated
and written by a small group of Black
proletarians, regular RW readers, in view
of the situation in Lebanon. The state-
ment was signed by 23 people and is cur-
rently circulating in Miami with the aim
of sending it to Palestinians in Lebanon:

To the Palestinian people,

We support the struggle of the Palesti-
nian people for national liberation, and
against U.S. imperialism, Israel,
Gemayel, the Phalange and all the hidden
enemies, 100,

The U.S. has tried to fool people with
their Marine ‘‘peacekeepers’” lie and the
talk about “‘protecting Wemocracy.”' We
know what they are really “‘protecting’’ is
their murderous imperialist interests, We
know the history of their *“‘free and
democratic Israel,”” and what they did 1o
Palestine. What the U.S. and its puppets
have done, and are doing to the Palesti-
nian people fills us with even more hate
for the system.

But the courage and determination of
the Palestinians, always fighting back
and doing damage to the enemy, has
lifted our understanding and brought us
joy and strength.

We feel what you feel. We understand
what it'’s like for imperialism to try to
force you to live like animals just to sur-
vive. We have seen the police kill, and
kill, and kill people. We are Black pro-
letarians from Miami. But the people
here have shook up the imperialists. We
have rebelled, fought the police and na-
tional guard in the streets. We are proud
of that. But some of us want more (han
just more rebellions. WE WANT
REVOLUTION! We want to hook up
with our class brothers and sisters
everywhere and make revolution to get
this dog-eat-dog imperialist system off
the backs of the oppressed people
everywhere.

So don’t think for a minute that there
are not class-conscious people right in the
belly of this beast, people like us. We are

getting ready for revolution, trying to do
our part Lo bring international freedom,
world communism. So we are making
this internationalist message, and we
hope you all get some strength from
knowing that we are here and preparing,
just like we have gained inspiration from
your courageous struggle.

The future belongs to the oppressed
people all over this world. And we are go-
ing to fight the kind of fight together with
you all and our whole proletarian class
that can bury imperialism and bring that
future closer.

LIBERATION FOR THE PALESTI-
NIAN PEOPLE!

DEATH TO U.S. IMPERIALISM,
ISRAEL, AND ALL OPPRESSORS!

BUILD PROLETARIAN INTERNA-
TIONALISM, SPREAD REVOLU-
TION! ’ Ae S

Your class-conscious proletarian
brothers and sisters, from the rebellious
streets of Miami, USA

~

—— —

From Miami. ..fo the West Bank. . .Girls just want fo have fun.

From Guatemala to Washington, D.C.:
The Killing Thing About “Free Choice”

The Alvarez family left Guatemala
because they couldn’t live on the $3 a day
that Transito Alvarez was earning. Join-
ing thousands: of others, the Alvarez
family fled from the Guatemalan death
squads and all the other daily horrors of
daily life in a nation enslaved by U.S. im-
perialism. After scrimping for years,
Transito and his wife Dora managed to
pull together enough money to get
themselves and the two youngest of their
four children to the U.S. — where they
hoped for a better life and a chance to
help the rest of the family they were forc-
ed to leave behind in Guatemala.

Within a few months after their arrival
in the U.S., the Alvarez family became a
part of the stunning and sickening
statistics: since October of 1983, 29 peo-
ple have been killed in Washington, D.C.
as the result of fires in their homes; since
January 1984 alone, 16 people, almost
half of them children, have been killed in
these fires — more than the total number
of such deaths in all of 1983. For the most

part the fires have been concentrated in
the “‘poverty pockets’ of the northwest
section of the city, that is, the Black and
Latino, poor and proletarian
neighborhoods that still remain in this
part of the city. Much of the housing and
buildings in these neighborhoods have
been purposely allowed to deteriorate —
sometimes purposely torched — in an ef-
fort to drive out the people living in them
so that they can then be ‘‘rehabilitated’’
and the whole area transformed into a
more profitable high-rent district for
government employees and profes-
sionals, which would become a ‘‘show-
case’’ neighborhood in Washington,
D.C. The officially listed causes of the
fires have varied from malfunctioning
space heaters — the only source of heat in
many homes — to houses so tinderbox-
dry and rotten that they can be turned in-

to raging infernos in a matter of minutes -

when even a minor accident occurs, to
fires of ‘‘suspicious origins,”’ that is, in-
tentionally started. The circumstances

surrounding this ‘‘rash of fire-related
deaths,”’ as the Washington Posi
euphemistically puts it, provides a horrid
glimpse into the real conditions of life for
the proletarian masses in D.C.

When they arrived in the U.S. the
Alvarez family borrowed $1,000 from a
friend to help them settle in Washington.
Arriving in Washington they settled in the
midst of the Latino community, a rapidly
expanding community primarily made up
of Central American refugees. Their new
home was one room in a boardinghouse
on top of a store — one room shared by
Transito and Dora Alvarez, their two
children and Transito’s brother. Tran-
sito, a mason, landed a job in construc-
tion while Dora became a domestic
worker for a Georgetown (a very wealthy
part of the city) family. Shortly after fin-
ding work, Transito developed *‘stomach
trouble,” a condition which required
surgery and hospitalization and meantan
extended period of unemployment. Tran-
sito had only returned to work on

February 21 and was now saddled with a
~ hospital bill of almost $6,000.

In order for Dora to work during her
husband’s sickness and afterwards, the
two children, Ervin Alejandro, five, and
Selvin Rolando, four, were placed in the
local elementary school where, on
February 21, Ervin was sent home from
school with a note informing his parents
that he had been suspended because of
‘‘adjustment problems.”” The school
refused to enroll Selvin because he
“‘didn’t turn four until after December
31, 1983.” Two days later Ervin and
Selvin, left alone for 15 to 45 minutes in
their boardinghouse room, died of smoke
inhalation from a fire.

No sooner had the fire been put out
and the children pronounced dead than
the finger of blame began to be pointed.
Not surprisingly, the press, city officials
and even sections of the .community
blamed Dora — ‘‘She should have never
left the children alone.’’ The Washington

Continued on page 13
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Continued from paée 1

she was “‘a little overwhelmed when [
walked into that peace encamp-
ment. . .no place in the U.S,, especially
Smalltown, USA, could you expect this
invasion of weirdo, freako people, who
don’t look like anything people have ever
seen before.” Becker explained that in
part she was exaggerating for effect, but
her message was clear, and as the fall
wore on it merged with a barrage of
criticism and objections which came
from various quarters and with varying
motives, but contained acommon theme:
this stuff might be all right for New York,
or for organizing on “women’s issues,”’
but now you've gone and done it, you've
pissed off middle-America.

Important issues are raised by this
debate. But one central point needs
restating: the ‘‘organizing” of small,
backward army towns in Upstate New
York was never the purpose of the camp.
The encampment was intended to make a
statement to the world, to challenge in a
strong way the growing specter of nuclear
war, especially the deployment of U.S.
missiles in Europe. This calls for support.
Even if the camp had garnered no sup-
port whatsoever in Romulus or
Waterloo, its actions would still deserve
to be upheld. As one woman who sat
down at Waterloo told us: ‘‘(some peo-
ple)say werdon’t want to alienate the peo-
ple who work there (at the Depot—R W).
Yes you do! You want to make these peo-
ple stop and think about what they are
doing! Some people are going to be of-
fended no matter what you do. If you
water down your politics to the lowest
common denominator, where no one is
offended, then what’s the good of it? I
think there’s something wrong with an
action that offends everybody. But if 1
offend a Bircher or a Klansman I'm not
going to worry about it.”’

However, as a matter of fact, the ac-
tions did create in the local area sig-
nificant doubts about nuclear war, qués-

tions and differences about the resistance

to war, and even pockets of support, and
this among a local populace literally en-
wrapped in the American flag and satu-
rated with its chauvinist ideology. This
phenomenon is quite interesting and says
something about the soil, which is fertile
indeed, for the planting and spreading of
opposition to war preparations, even in

an area breeding raving groups of the
most patriotic neanderthals.

Frankly, the Seneca debate at this
point requires some perspective. It simply
will not do to assess the impact of Seneca
— much less to tailor a whole political
strategy! — on the basis of the actions of’
the screaming cavemen of Waterloo. To
these types it is outrageous that anyone
should be opposed to the nukes that make
the Home of the Brave number one in the
world. It is doubly outrageous that it is
wormen that should be standing up to the
war machine so fiercely, without men “‘to
protect them’’ (or better yet, we suppose,
to drag them back home). And, of
course, there was that shocked part of
town which complained, as did one
woman, that the Seneca people ‘‘walk
around town with shorts and clothes cut
low right where our children can see
them’" (in the middle of July!). It's not
outrageous in this grotesque worldview
that millions of children will be fried in a
nuclear incinerator by America and its
vital interests (“‘l’d rather have my
daughter nuked than turn out to be a les-
bian or a lawbreaker!”’, one person from
town yelled out), nor are the daily rapes
and attacks on women worth a men-
tion. ...From any objective viewpoint,
all this is as ridiculous as it is disgusting; it
should not, however, be surprising. What
is remarkable is the notion that the move-
ment should cater to these offended
American sensibilities, yet this is precisely
the politics underlying a vast.overem-
phasis on the Waterloo incident, and the
resulting criticism of the Seneca camp.

October 22, 1983. ““It could have

been the Fourth of July at Sampson
State Park except that everyone was
bundled in coats and mittens.
Families picnicked, hundreds of
small flags waved in the wind,
helium-filled balloons soared over
the crowd, and cameras swung
around most necks. ..unlike the
summer there were no angry con-
Sfrontations between pronuclear
townspeople and the protestors.’’

—Ithaca Journal, October 23

“Bill Benet, Monroe County
legislator and chairman of the
newly-formed Center for
Democratic Values grinned as he
handed our some 3,600 small
American flags. A Vietnam-era
veteran and later a protestor against
the war, Benet recalled familiar
scenes of flag-burning during
demonstrations of a decade ago. It
was different Saturday, he noted.”’

Rochester Times-Union, October24

The October 22 action here described,
called by a coalition of groups in which
Mobilization for Survival played an im-
portant role, was consciously aimed at
negating the effect of the earlier Seneca
actions. References to July 4th were
pointed. On that date the peace camp had
opened, and in a clear setup, a local man
had approached the camp, demanding
that it fly an American flag. After much
debate the women declined to fly the flag,
electing instead to create their own flags
(including a few red, white and blue) and
post these on the gates. The local man

The Seneca De

then had the camp’s refusal published in
the local newspaper, and the local media
and others began a concerted campaign
to. whip up patriotic fury against the
encampment. But that was in the past,
the local papers assured their readers,
Saturday was ‘‘different.”

It was. Thousands of flags flew, and
not anywhere near the Depot gates,
either, but at the state park a couple of
miles away; the dreaded name of the
peace camp wasn’t even mentioned. The

- flags advertised a definite politics, a pitch

geared to those many people in the mid-
dle strata of society who do not all like the -
specter of nuclear war, and who are
aware, too, of ‘‘injustices’” against
women. But it beckoned toward a path
very different than that of the direct
Seneca actions. Bella Abzug, a key
speaker from the platform, well
represented this: if people were con-
cerned-about war and injustice, she cried,
they can be heard in the Halls of Con-
gress. Abzug pointed to the ‘“‘town
meetings’’ which have occurred widely in

.New England and elsewhere on the issue

of the Nuclear Freeze as an example of
democracy in action; Reagan and his ilk
would hear from the people if enough
activists helped to get out the vote. More
women, especially, should hold positions
of power, Abzug said (she didn’t mention
any names).

The rally was in one sense a spit in the
eye of the encampment. But more, it was
a recognition of the influence of the ac-
tions of the camp, an attempt to win back
those people that had been drawn to the
issues raised by the camp, even perhaps in
spite of their feelings about *‘lifestyle’’ or

Seneca: Real Life




bate

direct-action taetics.

There was no Waterloo in October.
The rally proved once again that with a
crowd drowning in red, white, and blue,
with an ex-congressperson on the
podium, with mouths shut and carefully
clear of any trouble, the police and town
yahoos would act nice. In this, the rally
organizers seeméd to find profound
meaning: ‘“The Seneca actions (the Oc-
tober 22 rally—R W) are a model which
other areas may want to follow,”’ crowed
a leaflet.

Some in the crowd undoubtedly took
this advice, but others decidedly did not.
Two days later, hundreds of people

. blocked the gates to the Depot, while
small affinity groups spread out and
began scaling the fence and moving onto
the base. MPs in jeeps and helicopters
charged down at them, but 40-60 people
made it to the airstrip where they sat
down while choppers moved low over
them, scattering clothing and belongings
in the wake of their blades. Three hun-
dred and eighty were detained.

But it was a photo of the Saturday rally
which made it into the New York Times
Magazine, and this® rally became the
opening chorus in the crescendo of
criticisms aimed at the encampment.

Debate Breaks Open

New York became awash with debate.
Already, during September, the group
which had sponsored the march which
was confronted at Waterloo, Women's
Pentagon Action, had held a series of
meetings to discuss the camp. In October,
the encampment organizers held a
regional meeting to sum things up, while

o

in New York City a major forum on
“‘Feminist Organizing in the Peace Move-
ment’’ turned its attention to the Seneca
actions, featuring Becker with a critical
view, and Grace Paley supporting the
camp. A photo exhibit and slide show
opened in October, while the feminist art
journal JKON presented a speaker from
Seneca at a public program. Speakers
from Seneca on both sides of the issues
toured as far as California; forums and
debates have continued until the present.

In general, the criticism has focused on
Waterloo and the charge that the
encampment didn’t reach out enough.
Becker, for instance, pictured the *‘life-
style’’ of the camp as interfering with the
effort to make the peace movement *‘a
mass movement, embracing women with
differing viewpoints on every conceivable
issue, from abortion to the Middle East,
from fashion to food.”’ She added, *‘I’m
one who takes the position that we should
get dressed up for demonstrations the
way some people get dressed up for
church. That, too, is an exaggeration, but
it is based on the principle that we are try-
ing to communicate with the American
public, which is the only public we
have. ..." Becker also hit the women-
only policy of the camp (men were allow-
ed only in a restricted area).

The article carried in WomaNews,
cited earlier, took it from a slightly dif-
ferent angle: it held that the camp lacked
‘‘community outreach,’”’ suggesting in-
stead such issues as the ‘‘hardship taxes™
suffered by local farmers and the links
that could be drawn from these to
military expenditures. ‘‘Such efforts were
not implemented,’”” the author ad-
monishes.

Intertwined with these issues has been
the flag controversy and the question of
patriotism. One woman at the
Becker/Paley forum said she thought
refusing the flag on the Fourth had been a
mistake, and that the encampment

_ should have been more *‘‘conciliatory

rather than exclusive.”” Another woman
agreed that the flag should have been ac-
cepted: ‘“it’s our flag and we should be
patriotic in our dissent. . .we could have
accepted it as one of our symbols.”” (*‘But
it's not our symbol,”” one woman called
out from the audience.)

Many of these criticisms have been
echoed by some opportunist *‘left”

.

and if the critics had ihelr way
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groups, such as the social-democratic /n
These Times, which covered the
Waterloo incident in an article entitled,
“‘Peace Camp Draws Wrath of Locals.”’
The revisionist CP, on the other hand,
has made its comment mainly by default
(or in whispers). Even though some
groups influenced by the CP played a role
in the initial stages of the camp, the CP
paper Daily World kept a careful arms
length from the camp, covering the sum-
mer’s events with a solitary photograph
of arrests at Waterloo (which were
miscaptioned).

Community Support?

. The peace encampment at its beginning
actually made a rather conscious decision
concerning ‘‘community organizing”’

never was the point. The official hand-
book stated: ‘It is important to

remember that the Depot is the focal -

point in terms of the Women’s Peace
Camp. Community support and sym-
pathy is desirable and certainly makes
working on the Depot easier. But
ultimately, they don't have the power to
make the Depot go away.’’ The camp was
determined to challenge the war machine
in a clear, loud, and direct manner — not
register a polite protest, nor organize a
local constituency to do so.

What was its effect on the town in the
end? There was, in fact, positive in-
fluence, indicated by small signs. There
was the wife of a local banker, who sat
down with the women at Waterloo and
was arrested with them because she felt
that the women’s ‘“‘rights’’ were being
violated. There was the father and son
who drove up to the camp to apologize.
The son leaned out the window, saying,

‘“We wanted to ask you women how you-

do it? Those people were really rotten to
you. I heard them. They insult you and
they call you names and you’re so calm.
My father and me — we honor you. We
don’t understand, but we honor you.”
And there was a restaurant outside
Romulus which offered its facilities as a
place where women could meet. That
these things could occur in a backwater
stronghold of imperialist ideology is of
no small import. Paley’s comment is to
the point: *‘...we had troubled them.
Wouldn’t it have been wonderful if hun-
dreds, thousands, of Germans had sat
down before the gates of Krupp gas-oven
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_values,”’

plants and troubled the contented hearts
and minds of the good German people?’’

But of course, virulent local opposition
greatly outweighed sympathy and sup-
port. As others have said, how could this
not be? How could America, feeding
parasitically on much of the rest of the

‘world and capable of distributing some

of the loot to large sections cf its home
population, not have a great many people
in its ideological grasp? It is this sort of
social base and reactionary climate, in-
deed, on which the imperialists will count
in the future to support a war, and to op-
pose and silence any opposition to it.
Waterloo, like a miniature of an imperia- *
list nation at war, served up its ultimatum
as one vile package of ‘‘traditional
misogyny and .:natjonal
chauvinism, and demanded: swallow
this! As the article in WomaNews
recognized, ‘‘We were face to face with
the American Family.’One woman told

s “‘it was the first time in my life that I
was forced to physically confront what [
most hated.””

Public Opinion Battle

According to the critics of Seneca, the
confrontation at Waterloo showed, in an
exaggerated way perhaps, that the
encampment was ‘‘isolated,”’ and its
politics as a whole not capable of building
a serious, and above all, mass peace
movement. We beg to differ. There are in
fact, quite large sections of the people at
this time who do not react at all like
Waterloo to actions such as those at
Seneca, and there is fertile ground for
support among large sections even of the
mainstream peace movement, such as
those influenced by the Freeze. And
Seneca did broadly reach such forces.

In the movement, and generally in
society, on TV, and in ‘‘Day After”
debates, a battle for public opinion rages
around the issue of nuclear war and how
to oppose it. Perhaps this is forgotten or
not fully seen by the very people, like
many at Seneca, who are determined to
put their own bodies on the line, or as one
woman expressed it ‘‘live your whole life
as a protest,”’ but who do not see the ef-
fect of this on literally millions of people,
or do not see the significance of this im-
pact. The bourgeoisie, however, is well
aware of the stakes in the realm of public
opinion.

From the time of the Waterloo con-
frontation, an intensive ‘‘surround and
suppress’’ campaign was waged against
the women. On the one hand there was
the orchestrated campaign of flagwaving,
vigilantism, brutal threats and actions by
the base military, and arrests stretching
right through the current treatment of
Kim Blacklock, Carol McKenzie, and

bt
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Johanna Benschop (see RW No. 245).
And right in tandem with and utilizing
this atmosphere of intimidation and
repression, appeared ‘‘important’’
figures promising safety if only the camp
would act more ‘‘responsibly’’: After
Waterloo, Bella Abzug appeared sudden-
ly, as well as members of the state’s
Women’s Division. The governor himself
declared a state of emergency and
cancelled a trip to the National Gover-
nors Conference in order to oversee all
this. These efforts were nothing less than
an attempt to transform the politics of
Seneca. And this was necessary precisely
because of the wide- rangmg impact of
Seneca.

For the bourgeoisie, the terms of the
confrontation at Waterloo were sharply
unfavorable, with a strong potential of
drawing wider sympathy yet for the
camp. Here were the peace camp women,
unrepentent, unconventional, and
deliberately lacking in American flags;
over there were those representing the
USA, a mob of types you could easily

Continued on page 10
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“We, in our turn, must also understand the specific features and tasks of
the new era. Let us not imitate those sorry Marxists of whom Marx said:
‘] have sown dragon’s teeth and harvested fleas.””’ V.I. Lenin

An Essay Marking the 100th Anniversary of Marx’s Death

[ ] ]

On the € ‘Cnsis Of MarX].SHl 0 1983 marked the one hundredth anniversary of the death of Karl Marx. Over this

\ past century and more, Marxism has animated and aroused millions. Few can deny

= that the political landscape of the world today has been profoundly shaped by the

d the Power Of Mamsm struggles a‘nd revo!uti_ons Marxism has inspired. On the occasion of this anniversary,
an Bob Avakian has written a landmark essay, For A Harvest Of Dragons. Avakian’s
previous books include a major study of the thought of Mao Tsetung and an analysis

N More than Ever of the events leading up to and the significance of the 1976 coup in China. Here he

T TR, OW guides the reader through a synoptic history of Marxism.

‘ Avakian begins by summarizing the theoreticat revolution ushered in by Marx’s
investigations — in the realms of philosophy, history, economic theory, and politics.

He then proceeds to examine some of the controversies that have swirled around the

course and development of Marx’s thought, in particular the relation of Marx’s early

) writings to his mature work and the possible divergences between Marx and Engels.

By Bo Avaklan Turning next to the work of Lenin and Mao, Avakian argues that their theoretical in-

novations represent the most important enrichment of Marxism of the twentieth cen-

tury. Finally, in one of the most provocative sections of his survey, Avakian subjects
Soviet Marxism to withering criticism. He analyzes several representative works by
Soviet scholars and shows that their method, content, and outlook cut against and suf-

focate the revolutionary essence of Marxism. :

This essay-appears at a time of a widely proclaimed “‘crisis of Marxism’’ — when
the labor theory of value is under attack, when the applicability of Leninist forms of
organization is subject to deep questioning, when the whole revolutionary experience
of the 1960s is being reassessed, and when even the feasibility of socialism has been
called into doubt. But Avakian’s defense of Marxism is no mere liturgical reaffirma-
tion. He stresses that Marxism is a dynamic system, that it advances precisely in con-
nection with the new problems‘posed by developments in the world, and that there is
both an invigorating Marxist tradition to uphold as well as a deadening ‘‘conventional
wisdom’” to renounce. Avakian argues powerfully for the contemporary relevance of
Marxism. Indeed, For A Harvest Of Dragons is itself striking testimony to Marxism’s
continuing vitality,

““In the final analysis, as Engels once expressed it, the proletariat must win its eman- -
cipation on the battlefield. But there is not only the question of winning in this sense
but of how we win in the largest sense. One of the significant if perhaps subtle and often
little-noticed ways in which the enemy, even in defeat, seeks to exact revenge on the
revolution and sow the seed of its future undoing is in what he would force the revolu-
tionaries to become in order to defeat him. It will come to this: we will have to face him
in the trenches and defeat him amidst terrible destruction but we must not in the pro-
cess annihilate the fundamental difference between the enemy and ourselves. Here the
example of Marx is illuminating: he repeatedly fought at close quarters with the
ideologists and apologists of the bourgeoisie but he never fought them on their terms or
with their outlook; with Marx his methodis as exhilarating as his goal is inspiring. We
must be able to maintain our firmness of principles but at the same time our flexibility,
our materialism and our dialectics, our realism and our romanticism, our solemn sense
of purpose and our sense of humor.”

153 pp.

$6.95 Paperback

$13.95 Cloth

Include 75¢ to cover postage

RCP Publications

P.O. Box 3486, Merchandise Mart
Chicago, Illinois 60654



Another
Wonder Of
Modermn
Medicine

Los Angeles officials like to brag that
their city is a world leader in just about
every field — from entertainment to the
arts, to commerce and finance. Medicine
is no exception as L.A. boasts dozens of
miedical schools and hospitals featuring
the most up-to-date technology. Under
imperialism, however, the accumulation
of wealth inevitably proceeds side by side
with the accumulation of misery and op-
pression. A rare glimpse of what this
means for the hundreds of thousands of
immigrants forced from their native
lands into the bowels of the U.S. was
recently given by a series of articles in the
L. A. Herald-Examiner on the ““Hispanic
Health Crisis.”’

According to figures printed in this
-series, East Los Angeles has one doctor
for every 7,500 residents, as compared
with Nicaragua which has one doctor for
every 2,778 residents, Honduras with a
doctor for every 3,125 people and El
Salvador with a doctor for every 3,446

people. In other words, East Los Angeles

has less than half as many doctors per
person as Nicaragua, Honduras or El
Salvador. And this is to say nothing of

places like Beverly Hills, where there is °

one doctor for every 200 people. It is
further revealing to see the number of
doctors in East L.A. compared to the
conditions in the countryside in these
Central American countries, as opposed
to in the cities where most of the doctors,
health care facilities, etc., are concen-
trated. For example, a U.S. government
study lists the number of persons per doc-
tor in the urban areas of Honduras in
1968 as 1,190, or about six times as many
doctors per person as are available in East
L.A. In the rural areas of Honduras there
were about 7,143 people per doctor. This
means that in 1968 there were slightly
more doctors for each person in the coun-
tryside of Honduras than there are doc-
tors available in East L.A. in 1984, Of
course there are other factors influencing
the availability — or more accurately, the
lack — of health care in countries like

'y ot

Honduras. For example, there is a severe
shortage of nurses in Honduras, hospitals
are concentrated in the cities while
medical facilities available to those living
in rural areas are of much poorer quality,
and there are undoubtedly regions where
there is virtually no health care available
at all. Still these figures serve to illustrate
that health care available for immigrant
workersin L.A. iscomparable to the con-
ditions which many of these same people
faced when they were in Central
America. :
Other figures paint no less vivid a pic-
ture of the vicious conditions perpetrated
upon those living in the Pico-Union area,
west of downtown L.A ., andin East L.A.
A death rate from diabetes which is twice
as high for Spanish-speaking people as
for whites, an incidence of typhoid which
18 so high that, according to the Herald-
Examiner, “*Authorities likened the rate
to that in third world countries,”” and an
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infant mortality rate in the Boyle Heights
area of East L.A. which is 30% higher
than the rate in L.A. County as a whole.
One medical clinic in the Pico-Union area
serving mainly Central American im-
migrants found that eight of every ten
children they examined have intestinal
parasites.

This systematic denial of health care is
official policy in California, where ap-
plications for Medi-Cal coverage are
automatically sent to immigration of-
ficials for screening. The Herald-
Examiner quotes one county health of-
ficial who makes no bones about the fact

that the utter lack of health care for im--

migrants is perfectly acceptable 10 the
rulers. This official, in fact, considers im-
migrants themselves to be the problem:
“With illegal immigrants we just have (o
accept this as'a reality of life.”” With
chauvinism that staggers the mind this
same official goes on to say that there is

not really (oo much worry ‘as far as the
“‘public health’’ (as opposed to the health
of immigrants, who apparently don’t
qualify as part of the ‘‘public’’) is con-
cerned. While there are problems like
typhoid and tuberculosis, which are com-
municable diseases and which might
spread to other sections of the popula-
tion, this same health official notes that
“Most of the parasites found in people’s
guts are really not transmissible.”’

Such is the logic of the country (hat
never lires of boasting about *‘the highest
standard of living in the world.”” Here,
immigrants forced into this country by
the rapacious appetite of U.S. imperial-
ism are plagued by health and sanitary
conditions as abyssmal as in the oppress-
ed and dominated countries they were
forced out of, and health officials blandly
remark on the need to accept this asa faci
of life. Why don’t they just rename them
“‘disease officials’? i

Marchais

How to Offend the PCF

“We protest with indignation against
these ridiculous and odious assertions,”’
declared Georges Marchais, leader of the
Communist Party of France, in a letter
dated February 17 and published some
days later in L’Humanité. Was this a
timely retort to ongoing allegations of
economic sabotage from the Mitterrand
bunch? A slap at the common sniping of
the far right?

As it happens, no. What has fired up
Marchais on this occasion has origing
éiranger. This fiery denunciation is

directed at none other than the Commu-
nist Party of the Soviet Union, the reci-
pient of Marchais’ letter, and was com-
pelled by the appearance in French of a
seemingly innocuous Soviet ethnographic
study called ‘““The Population of the
World.”” According to the New York
Times, Marchais attacked the book be-
cause it said “‘the population of France
broke down ethnically into the French
proper and into minorities, such as Alsa-
tians, Basques, Brentons, Catalans, and
Corsicans.”

Woe be to the simple ethnographer —
comrade or otherwise — who would cast
doubt on the homogeneity of the French
Nation! Them's fightin® words. ‘“‘For
us,”’ wrote Marchais, ‘“‘and for every
citizen of our country, any man or
woman who has a French citizenship is
French. France is not a multiethnic coun-
try. It is one country, one nation, one
people, the product of a long history. . . .
To describe any member of the Erench
community as not ‘purely’ French is an
offense against our national conscience.
No one here can accept it and our parly
less than anyone.”’

Of course, by now the PCF needs *‘less
than anyone’’ to prove its own odious
assertions of nationalism and chau-

vinism, having done so, in a particularly
offensive fashion, tor decades. And by
the same token, the PCEF would be ex-
pected *‘less than anyone'’ to - point out
that the large non-European populationin
France is the product of history — namely
the history of French (and other) imperial-
ist domination and international plunder.
When Marchais gets to musing on ethno-
graphics, these people don’t even meril
discussion! Marchais apparently considers
this a practical question — evidenced by a
PCF mayor’s bulldozing of immigrant
housing a couple years ago and even uglier
examples since. : ]

Guatemala
o D.C.""..;

Post even obligingly reported that after
the fire Dora had been hospitalized for
“hysteria,”” implying that even she
agreed with this assessment and was over-
whelmingly wracked with guilt.

Yes, we are told, it had to be Dora’s
fault — certainly no one else was lo
blame. District school authorities even in-
vestigated themselves and quickly
reported that they were guiltless, even
though the fire did take place at a time
when the kids could have been in school.
According to school authorities, Ervin
had “‘adjustment problems.” What was
his problem? Apparently Ervin, a five-
year-old boy who didn’t speak English
and had only been in the U.S. a few

months, kept leaving his classroom —
sometimes attempting to go home and
other times simply moving from:his class-
room to another one where the teacher
spoke Spanish. The school’s investiga-
tion also declared that, while theletter of
suspension “‘could have been worded bet-
ter,”” norule had been broken in suspend-
ing Ervin. To back this up one school of-
ficial even stated that Mrs. Alvarez didn't
appeal the suspension notice so it went
through without a hitch. Never mind the
fact that Dora Alvarez didn't speak
English and couldn’t read at all. Nor is
the fact that she personally visited school
officials and pleaded with them to revoke
the suspension of any import since it
wasn’t an official appeal — ‘I told them
my husband and | had to work to feed our
children and to send moneéy to the other
two who are still in Guatemala. | begged
them not to do this.”

And of course, the system and the lifeit

imposes on the proletariat is also sup-
posedly guiltless. After all, Dora Alvarez

[freely chose to leave her children alone.

Similarly, the ‘Alvarez family *‘freely
chose™ to flee from Guatemala in order
to survive and “‘freely chose’' to live five
people to a shabby single room inside the
U.S. And Dora Alvarez just as ‘‘freely
chose’’ to have to work as a domestic in
order to keep her family alive — a job
which necessitated leaving her own
children alone in order to pick up her
employer’s child for babysitting on the
day of the fire. It is also quite interesting
to note that while the official cause of the
fire was pinned on the children ““playing
with a cigarette lighter,”” no one has
payed any special attention to the
Alvarez’s statement that most of the
damage in the room was to the ceiling im-
mediately above the lamp which had faul-
ty wiring.

In any instance such an attempt to

blame the mother forthe accidental death
of her children reeks of the oppression of
women — “‘If a woman is a good mother
and a real housewife she wouldn’t let
herself get into a situation like this. If she

really knew her place she would never

have left the kids alone — no matter what
— after all the home, the kids and
whatever happens to.them are her life and

her responsibility.”” In the Alvarez story,

this “‘blaming the mother’’ has an
especially disgusting and enraging stench,
and to accept it as fact means nothing less
than embracing the realities of imperial-
ism and the life it imposes on the pro-
letariat as “‘just the way things are.”’ In
truth, the Alvarez story is, more than

~ anything else, an indictment of U.S. im-

perialism-and an indisputable statement
on its nature and the oppression it breeds
for the international proletariat from
countries like Guatemala straight to the
streets of Washington, D.C. []
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The First Significant Deepening of
Lenin’s Theory of Imperialism

“This is a provocative reinterpretation of
Marx and Lenin from a viewpoint opposed
to capitalism and imperialism and also
opposed to what it calls the ‘social-
imperialism’ of the Soviet Union. It is
therefore worth reading as an unusual point

of view, rigorously presented.”’
—Howard Zinn
Professor of Political Science, Boston University
author of A People’s History of the United States

“From a theoretical perspective, the chief
significance of this book is the way it
develops Marxist political economy in the
light of Lenin’s analysis of imperialism. It
argues that the laws of capitalist
accumulation now operate at the level of the
world as a whole, including both East and
West. The problems of individual countries
must therefore be seen in the context of the
world system. This is an important argument
and it is developed here not only with
scholarly care but also with an eye to the

guidance it provides for political action.”’
—Edward Nell
Professor of Economics,
Graduate Faculty at the New School for Social Research
: author of Growth, Profits and Property

———_
America in Decline is a multivolume study

. of the origins and implications of the
contemporary crisis of world capitalism.

This work breaks new ground and offers fresh
insights into the nature and history of
monopoly capitalism. Its theoretical point of
departure is the integrating and determining
role of the world imperialist economy. The
structures and trends of particular national
economies can only be understood in light of
a world dynamic. Indeed, the contradictions,
tensions, and conflicts to which imperialism
gives rise must ultimately — and can only
under this system — be resolved through the
forcible recasting of international relations,
that is, through world war. At the same time,
revolutionary upheavals are inextricably
bound up with and profoundly influence this
world dynamic. America in Decline
represents a remarkable defense and the first
significant deepening of Lenin’s theory of
imperialism.

Volume 1 contains three introductory studies.
The first chapter lays the theoretical
foundation for the work as a whole and sets
forth its principal theses. The second chapter
surveys the rise and ascendance of U.S.
imperialism, emphasizing those factors yvhxch
would play a crucial part in the bolstering
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and unraveling of its international position in
the years after 1945. The third chapter
subjects the received tradition of Comintern
crisis theory to blistering criticism.

America in Decline is an immensely
important and timely work. Three decades of
the greatest growth in the history of
capitalism have now led to a crisis of massive
proportions and brought the world to the
precipice of the most destructive war in
human history. America in Decline combines
a mastery of material with a sense of
urgency. Marxism here is presented and
applied with rigor and with vision. No one
wishing to understand the causes and
dimensions of the world crisis of the 1980s
and the potential that it holds for
revolutionary transformation can afford to
overlook this work.

America in
Decline Vvol. 1

An Analysis of the Developments
Toward War and Revolution, in
the U.S. and Worldwide, in the 1980s.

Raymond Lotta

with Frank Shannon

278 pp.

$21.95 Cloth (now available)
Include $1.00 postage
Order from Banner Press
P.O. Box 6469

Chicago, lllinois 60680
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Bold silkscreen print of
pouncing lioness with red
rhinestone eyes on a
variety of colors of T-shirts.
Red slogan on the back

$12.50

Avajlable from
Revolution Books Stores
and Outlets

(See address list page 4)

Also available by mail from RCP Publications, P.0. Box 3486 Chicago, IL 60654

Mail Order Form
Indicate first, second and third choices in the boxes below. For multiple orders, duplicate the form and indicate choices for each TI-shirt ordered

Because of limited supplies, we may run out of certain colors or styles. While every effort will be made to send. you one of your three preferences, we may have lo send you a substitule color or style.

English Slogan |
Regular T-shirt  Muscle T-shirt ‘Please send shirt /s to:

O White Large O White Large |
O White Medium 01 White Medium @€
O Gray Large O Gray Large Adaress _ -
O Gray Medium O Gray Medium | Zip
| shirt/s plus 75¢ postags.

Spanish Slogan
Regular T-shirt

O Gray Large
O Gray Medium
Mauscle T-shirt
O Yellow Large
O Yellow Large ~ Enclosed is 8

O Yellow Medium
O Yellow Medium




