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Introduction

The Revolutionary Communist Party has put forward the analysis
that the decade of the 1980s holds the very real possibility of a revolution-
ary situation developing right here in the U.S.A. Based on a scientific
summation of the crisis faced by the imperialists, the world war they are
driven to and are preparing, the upheaval in store for this society, and the
drastic changes this will bring about in the willingness of the slaves to tol-
erate one more intolerable day of slavery—we look forward to the great op-
portunities for revolutionary advances in the period ahead.

But revolutionary victory will not come easily or automatically. Burn-
ing anger and a desire to make revolution are not enough. What is called
for is not only a committment to fight, but the struggle to fight conscious-
ly—to learn and master and apply the science of revolution—Marxism-
Leninism, Mao Tsetung Thought. That is what this pamphlet is about.

Society’s development is not something random and unknowable or
uncontrollable. Like nature, it has understandable laws to its motion.
Society itself is nothing more than a highly organized form of nature—an
organized struggle of people with nature for necessities needed to survive.
Once the internal laws governing its motion are understood, they can be
consciously applied by people to change the world. Marxism-Leninism,
Mao Tsetung Thought is the science of class struggle—the key weapon of
the party of the proletariat.

This pamphlet has been written to arm the millions now awakening to
political life with this science of revolution. It is a reprint of a series of ar-
ticles which appeared recently in the pages of the Revolutionary Worker
newspaper, a series which summed up and served as an introduction to an
important new book to be published soon, The Science of Revolution (RCP
Publications). This book will very sharply and thoroughly explain the fun-
damentals of Marxism-Leninism, Mao Tsetung Thought and the line of
the Revolutionary Communist Party, USA. This pamphlet serves as a
very basic introduction to the profound revolutionary lessons summed up
in the book. As Lenin said, “Without revolutionary theory, there can be no
revolutionary movement.' The difference is that between fighting blindly
or fighting consciously with your head up. The difference is that between
random sparks of struggle or using a blowtorch to destroy the chains that

bind us.
May, 1980




The Philosophy
to Change the World

*In class society everyone lives as a member of a particular class, and
every kind of thinking, without exception, is stamped with the brand of a
class.” This basic truth, sharply stated by Mao Tsetung in his article “On
Practice,” particularly applies to philosophy.

Different classes have always promoted different philosophies reflect-
ing their respective class interests. Philosophies are concentrated,
systematic ways of understanding the world. They are neither impossible
to understand nor a pointless pursuit, but are a crucial arena of class
struggle. Without a correct philosophy, no revolutionary movement in
this epoch can hope to persevere through to victory. Instead it will be lost
and disoriented in the storms and turmoil, whipped from pillar to post like
a ship without a compass.

Today the capitalist class everywhere promotes the philosophical out-
look that serves capitalism and promotes its principles as eternal. The
U.S. ruling class for instance, pushes pragmatism—a philosophy formu-
lated in opposition to Marxism that denies humanity’s ability to know the
essence of the world, and makes the truth of an idea depend on whether it
enables the bourgeoisie to tinker with and adjust what already exists,
namely, capitalism.

This, and other bourgeois philosophies, serve the capitalists, not only
by directly influencing those who study them, but also by filtering down
to influence the thinking and actions of the broad masses, whether they
are aware of that influence or not. The proletariat’s weapon on this
philosophical battlefield is dialectical materialism. Dialectical materialism
reveals to the proletariat its real place in society and arms it with the
methods and outlook it needs to change it.
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