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Introduction

The storm of the economic crisis in the United States blew
«down the house of cards of American exceptionalism and the
whole system of opportunist theories and illusions that had been
built upon American capitalist “prosperity.” Unemployment and
consequent misery of great masses of workers dissolved the
mirage of the ever-full dinner pail. Speed-up, and mechanization
of production tends to turn the factitious robot into a realistic
personification of labor today.

These factors confront our Party with an entirely new situa-
tion and with completely new tasks. It was the purpose of the
Central Committee, in the following documents, to formulate these
tasks concretely, and to weld them into a program of action for
our Party for the coming months. These documents represent
the p of the leadership of our Party to the

Seventh Convention.

These proposals are in complete harmony with the line of our
World Party—the Communist International.

They set up for the Party the goal of a minimum of achieve-
ments toward the establishment of the leadership of our Party
over a majority of the American working class. They signify a
complete liquidation of the organized opportunist group of Love-
stone, Gitlow, Wolfe and Company, which had endeavored to
mlsuse the Slxth Convenuon of our Party for the support of an
ist group. They are a tes-
timonial to the healthful and mvngoratmg influence of the Ad-
dress of the Communist International to our Party.

The present Party discussion shall acquaint the Party with
this program; the forthcoming Seventh Convention shall mobil-
ize the Party for this program; and in the months following,
the Party shall carry out this program as a most decisive step
toward the development of our Party into a Communist mass
Party of revolutionary action.

[2]
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Thesis on the E ic and Political Si i
and Tasks of the Party

THE present economic crisis in the United States requires

a sharp turn in the methods and tactics of our Party. This

crisis has thrown millions of workers into unemployment. It is

rapidly acc:lemtmg the mtlonahzatxon process in mdustry Its ef-
and

fects are broad d the count ive of the
exploited working masses The capltallst class is meeting these
effects by replacing its d with fascist prac-

tices. The economic problems of the crisis are intensifying the
imperialist aggressiveness of American capital and are intensify-
ing the war danger. In this situation the Communist Party, being
the only force of proletarian leadership, confronts the task and the
possibility of winning influence and leadership over a majority
of the working cluss This requires a declswe turn toward mass

p of the h process, a general
actwlzatlon of the whole Party, a rapid transformation of the
street nuclei into a shop nuclei basis of the Party, the develop-
ment and broadening of leading cadres, the building and leading
of militant mass industrial unions.

Growth of the World Crisis

2. The Sixth World Congress of the Comintern pointed out
that “the present period of the capitalist world is giving rise to
a fresh series of imperialist wars; wars among imperialist States
themselves; wars of the imperialist States against the U. S. S. R.,
wars of national liberation against imperialism, imperialist inter-
vention and to gigantic class battles.” The Tenth Plenum of the

C. C. I pointed out that the accentuated external and internal
contmdlcnons of capltahsm are at present acceleratmg the shat-
tering of capitali and are d ids
the revolutxonary tide of the mternauonal labor movcment

This world crisis of capitalism, following the path of the uneven
development of capitalism, spreads throughout the capitalist sys-

[31
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tem at a varying tempo and with different forms and character.
If, in the United States, the crisis is already showing all the typical
characteristics of a cyclical economic crisis, in other countries
“it is seen in the spreading of the crisis over a wider territory
(Eastern Europe, colonies, China and India, the South American
countries, Japan) ; in a third type of country it is seen in the
maturing of a general ecnnulluc crisis (Germany) ; in a fourth

it is seen in the the chronic d
in a number of lrnponam mdus!nzs (Great Britain) ; in a fifth
it is i in the app: of the first of a

crisis, slowing down of production, discharge of workers, falling
of stocks (France)” (E. C. C. I. Presidium Thesis).

The policy of the world bourgeoisie is to transfer the burden
of the crisis onto the shoulders of the workmg class A new
wave of rationalization is the of this.
Politically the bourgeoisic attempts to solve its difficulties through
fascism. The problem of markets it attempts to solve by forcing
a re-distribution of the world; for this, it carries on a most in-
tense war preparation.

Socialist Construction in the US.S.R.

3. One of the most important factors in the further intensifica-
tion of the contradictions of the present period of world cap-
italism is the growth of Socialism in the Soviet Union. The
gigantic program of the Five Year Plan of SOClahst construction
involving both i izati d the ion of agricul-
ture, which has already been surpzsskd during the first year and
which will be entirely accomplished in four years, is the clearest
evidence for the toiling masses throughout the world of the supe-
riority of the Socialist system of producuon over the mpualm
anarchic itative system of T impor-
ance especially has the Socialist transformation of agriculture,
the mass collectivization of the million of individual economies
of the poor and middle peasants on the basis of the growth of
the Socialist industry and technique, the four-day working week,
on the basis of the leading role of the proletariat in its alliance
with the decisive masses of the peasantry.
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The turn in policy of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union
from the policy of limitation and squeezing out of the capitalist
elements to the policy of the complete liquidation of the kulaks
as a class, is thus destroying the last remnants of capitalist exploi-
tation in the country, is removing the last inner class basis for
the imperialist intervention and abolishing the last inner basis
of restoring capitalism in the Soviet Union.

Sharpening War Danger

4. The development of the eocnomic crisis extremely sharpens
the general contradictions of the capitalist system and brings still
closer the danger of a new war. The dominating imperialist
rivalry is that between American and British imperialism. All
other inter-imperialist contradictions tend to align themselves
with this main imperialist rivalry. In the United States, prepara-
tions for war are going forward rapidly, accompanied by open
imperialist propaganda of a new advance of American capitalism
toward the economic domination of the world.

‘The London naval conference showed clearly that the prepara-
tions for armed conflict between these two great imperialist forces
is the dominating question of inter-imperialist policy. At the
same time it the utter hypocrisy of “di 3
phrase mongering.

The open preparation for a new world blood-bath came out
at this conference with cynical and frank brutality. A new im-
perialist war presents itself to the capitalists as an attempt to find
an outlet from the economic crisis and is for them a continuation
of the general policy of the bourgeoisie against the proletariat, that
is, the attempt of the capialist class by means of new bloodshed
to break the workers’ growing counter-offensive.

In this situation the danger of an imperialist attack against the
Soviet Union becomes particularly acute. A war against the
Soviet Union, the fortress and outpost of the revolutionary work-
ing class of the world, is a war of the capitalist world against the
realizing Socialist aim of the toiling masses, is at the same time
for the capitalists an immediate outlet from the present economic
crisis, giving to capitalism a new tremendous market of destruc-
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ion and the hope of the reacquisition of the markets of the Soviet
Union and breaking the Socialism in construction in the Soviet
Union, the tremendous economic advantages of which already
begin to shake the capitalist world.

Economic Crisis in U. S. A.

5. Into this general crisis of world capitalism comes as a
tremendously accentuating factor the present economic crisis in
Amenca The present economic crisis in the United Statcs is the

growth of a basic diction of “a
growing contradiction between the tendency toward unlimited ex-
pansion of producion and the restricted consumpnon of the masses
of the iat (general P ) and this resulted in
periodical devastating crises and mass unemployment among the
proletariat.” (Program of the Communist International.) This
crisis, which broke in its sharpest form upon the heels of the
crash of the stock market in November, continues to deepen.
While the first period of the crisis (end of 1929) showed first of
all the sharp decline in heavy industry (steel, machinery, con-
struction), in the first three months of 1930 the decline has pen-
etrated into the i g for mass
spreading throughout the econormc life of the country. The “An-
nalist” index of business activity registers a general decline of
about one-eighth (more than 12 per cent). Car loadings have
fallen from their 1929 record (highest in history), and for 1930
are running more than 6 per cent below the five-year average
of 1925-29. The Federal Reserve index of industrial production
shows a decline below the highest point of last year of about 20
per cent. Commodity prices have declined approximately 10 per
cent, with the trend steadily downward. Building contracts run
more than 20 per cent below last year, with the gap constantly
widening. Gross railroad earnings declined in the first ten weeks
of 1930 by from 10 to 18 per cent below the same weeks of 1929.
Bituminous coal production for February was about 20 per cent
below last year. Automobile production has declined approxi-
mately one-third, with a perspective of further immediate reduc-
tion: Bank clearings are about 16 per cent below last year.

e e
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Financial factors and signs of deepening crisis are seen in reduc-
tion of the discount rate.

The present flood of stock market trading with its creation
of paper value is an outgrowth of “cheap money.” The accumula-
tions of the immediate past find no market of industrial invest-
ment and flow, as “cheap money,” into the field of speculation.
For a while this stimulates the stock prices. But ‘because of the
crisis in industry, these prices are purely fictitious. Thus the
very stock market figures, which capitalist propaganda cites as
signs of an abating of the crisis, are in reality creating conditions
for a new stock crash with a new downward trend of production.

Those branches of production which produce means of pro-
duction, first and hardest hit by the crisis, remain at a level even
lower than the general decline. Employment and wages, dimin-
ishing more rapidly by far than production itself (due to in-
tensified rationalization) serve to deepen the crisis by further lim-
iting the purchasing capacity of the masses.

The spreading of the economic crisis thruout the world is also
seriously diminishing exports. The export figures of the month
of March alone showed a decline of 26 per cent. The recent
stock market crash in Japan indicates that this factor will be
accentuated in the near future.

Uneven Development of Crisis

6. The growth of the crisis is not a uniform downward trend
of economy as a whole, nor of its separate parts. The general
decline proceeds at a varying tempo, while within the general
decline occur fluctuations of specific industries and localities, with
more or less sharp movements upward and downward. Particu-
larly is this unevenness of development marked in the leading in-
dustries (steel, machinery) which, after deep plunges downward
to 24 and 40 per cent capacity, make quick turns upward which,
however, still leave them lower than the general level of economy.
Seasonal increases are almost uniformly smaller than the average
of past years (especially in leading industries), so that the widely
trumpeted “improvement” noted from time to time in the capital-
ist press are in reality further declines, masked by the tricks of
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statisticians. The leading industries are entirely unable to lead
toward amelioration of the crisis, but instead lead toward a deep-
ening and widening of the crisis. The cumulative effects of all
these ups and downs is a persistent though uneven decline of
economy as a whole. The unevenness of development of various
branches of industry is sharpened, the stability of their relations
one to another still more upset, and the crisis as a whole is in-
tensified.
Unemployment Grows

7. The development of unemployment is not to he measured
only by the devels of the ic crisis. C lism al-
ways has its industrial reserve army, an army of unemployed.
Already before the economic crisis this army was tremendously
enlarged as a result of speed-up and rationalization. To this
army have now been added the millions thrown upon the streets
by the economic crisis and curtailment of production. On the
other hand, permanent unemployment is, in turn, now being in-
tensified to an unheard of degree by a new wave of speed-up and
rationalization, which is spurred on by the economic crisis. Thus
even local and temporary increases in production of certain in-
dustries (steel, auto) are not reflected in corresponding increases
in employment, but are the occasion for further cutting down of
Iabor forces by the speed-up, by an increase in permanent unem-
ployment. Thus the struggle against unemployment is organically
linked up with the struggle against capitalist rationalization; the
problems of the unemployed are intertwined with those of the
employed; and the workers are faced with the issues of class
struggle—class against class—in all their nakedness.

Breakdown of Reformist Illusions

8. The results of the economic crisis not only destroy the
reformist illusions with which the bourgeoisie attempted to deceive
and pacify the workers (Amcncan prospenty and “‘high wages”)
(theary of “ " etc.) but

the in g of the very social basis of
reformism. The offensive of the bourgeoisie, already begun
prior to the development of the economic crisis, is now accentu-
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ated by increasing wage cuts and specd-up in the factories,
ing not only the unskilled an i-skilled workers, but also
sections of the skilled. All of these developments are rapidly
giving rise to sharper and sharper class struggles. With the rapid
development by the bourgeolsne of fascist repressive measures,
the struggle is rapidly assuming more and more of a political
character. By accelerating the process of the concentration of
capital and the impoverishment of sections of the middle and
petty-bourgeoisie, by increasing the proletarianization of the
masses of peasantry, the economic crisis thus intensifies all the
social contradictions of American capitalism. The sheer economic
weight of the crisis tends to eﬂect a political awakening of the
proletarian masses. A r y grips the workmg
masses, opening the road to the C ist Party for organi
and leading these masses into struggles. The revolutionary up-
surge of the working masses of the United States is evidenced
by the growing yment di rations (the i re-
sponse of almost a million and a quarter workers on March 6) ;
by the growing political character of the actions of the workers
in strikes and demonstrations (March 6, Haiti and Mexico dem-
onstrations, etc.) ; by increasing militancy of the workers in re-
sisting the violent suppression of strikes and demonstrations (the
historical struggle in the South, centering around the Gastonia
case) ; by the tremendous outpouring of fifty thousand workers
to the funeral of Steve Katovis, killed by the police on the picket
line; by the mass interest in revolutionary trade unionism, and
growing for organi ially in the South and
' in basic industries ; by the rapid growth of the Communist Party
| in membership and influence. Under these conditions, the detailed
| and work of ilizing the masses for resistance
against rationalization and wage cuts and for unemployment relief
the or izati luti y trade unions, the
strengthening and building of our Party, become the all over-
shadowing tasks.

Crisis in Agriculture

9. Agriculture, already in a chronic crisis since 1920, has been
especially deeply affected in the last months. The vast unem-
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ployment and general wage cutting for those employed has
sharply curtailed the mass ion of agri

Producers of crops for the world market (cotton, wheat) are
faced with the most catastrophic decline in prices. Wheat dropped
one-third in price since last August. Cotton dropped 25 per cent
during the past year, and 12 per cent during the last two months.
At the beginning of the year already the U. S. Department of
Agriculture is publicly advising the farmers to curtail their pro-
duction this year by 15 per cent, which gives an indication of the
extent of already visible curtailment of the market. In January
it was estimated, on the basis of the then-prevailing prices, that
prospective farm income for 1930 had shrunk by more than a
billion dollars. The effect of this is, of course, not confined to
agriculture; for industry it is equivalent in effect to the loss of
the same amount in foreign markets. Agriculture is thus hard
hit by the crisis and then in turn contributes heavily to the deep-
ening of the crisis, preparing a fertile field for the extension oi
our Party influence and organization among the poor farmers, and
the mobilization for common struggle with the revolutionary
working class.

10. The past failure of the Party to do any work among the
agrarian masses is the outgrowth of an indefensible under-
estimation of that work. The Party has failed to respond on the
rapid industrialization of farming, especially fruit growing and
truck farming, which has led to the transformation of the farmer
migratory worker into a semi-industrial agricultural worker. The
California district of our Party especially is obligated to work
among these workers and to drive the roots of our Party into that
category by organizing Party nuclei among them. The possibil-
ities of such work were clearly demonstrated in the Imperial Val-
ley strike. Similar work must be done in the sugar beet industry
of Colorado and Michigan, and also in the dairy farms surroundinug
big cities, largely run by wage labor.

Another important agrarian base for Party work are those sec-
tions like in the metal mining regions of Northern Minnesota and
Michigan, the coal mining regions of Illinois, Kansas and In-
diana, and sections of the newly industrialized South, where the
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connection between the industrial proletariat and the agrarian
masses is very close. Especially in strikes in these territories,
the organization of relief work for the strikers among the farm-
ers of these territories can be carried on with a view of estab-
lishing a close organizational bond between the industrial workers
and poor farmers.

Development of Fascism

1. In the polikica} field, American capitalism is rapidly devel-
oping outspoken fascist methods of government. This manifests
itself in three main groupings of forces: First, the direct mobil-
ization of the heads of finance capital and their immediate class
re‘presentat_ives 'in (a) super-governmental organs, imposing their
will and direction from above upon the “democratic” apparatus
(Hoover’s National Business Council); (b) direct nomination
into key governmental positions of representatives of finance cap-
ital (Hoover, Mellon, Young, Morrow, Grundy, etc.); (c) con-
centration of power in the hands of the executive and judiciary
and the systematic undermining of the powers and prestige of
Congress. Second, the mobilization of the reformist organiza-
tions and elements, some of which (A. F .of L.) are outright fas-
cist, while others (Socialist Party, Muste group) cover their fas-
cist activities with pseudo-radical phrases. Third, the systematic
use of declassed and criminal elements, of the organized under-
world, as sluggers and murderers of the working class organizers
and leaders.

Rationalization and mechanization of the process of production
are robbing the skilled workers of the value of their skill. The
reactionary leader of this section of the workers is trying to
maintain the favorable position of this aristocracy of labor by
attempting to turn them into the shock troops of capitalism. That
is why they turn the labor unions from insruments of struggle
on behalf of the workers into instruments of rationalization
against the working masses and into fascist troops of capitalism.
The Socialist Party, as the representative of the petty shop keep-
ers, is trying to the tr ion of the petty shop
keeper into a clerk of the chain store by organizing their forces
into social fascist troops of capitalism against the labor movement.
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Its labor union wing, the Muste group, facilitates the fascist ser-
vices of the A. F. of L. to capitalism by covering them with left
phrases. From Howat over Fishwick and Farrington to the
Peabody Coal Co., or from Schlesinger over the Tammany Hall
Governor to the dress manufacturers of New York is not a
greater distance than from Green and Woll and Lewis to the
Civic Federation and to the American State and War and Navy
Departments.

American Imperialism Prepares for War

12. As a result of the deepening and sharpening crisis, Amer-
ican imperialism is playing an increasingly aggressive role not
only in Latin America, the Philippines and China, but throughout
the entire colonial world. Under the pressure of the economxc
crisis, which sharpens t: d all |rnpenahst

and rivalries, A P not only i ifies its eco-
nomic ion, but the i fali ion of the United
Stn!es takes on more outspoken polmcal and military forms.

thru its Owen D.

Young, openly announces its program not only towards the col-
onies, but for “ economlc mtegfanon of the world,” that is, strug-
gle for world d i Under these iti our
Party has especially the responsibility of assisting the revolution-
ary masses of the semi-colonial countries where U. S. imperialism
is most aggressive and which are in the very center of U. S.
imperialist policy (Latin America, the Caribbean area, etc.), and
particularly those in U. S. colonial possessions (Philippines, Vir-
gin Islands, etc.). This must include the utmost possible support
and the joint working out with the Communist Parties of these
countries of their political and tactical problems and a clear un-
derstandmg of changmg class relationships.

13. ism to an i ing extent leads and
directs the war preparahons agamst the Soviet Union. American
imperialism was the promoter in the seizure of the Chinese-
Eastern Railroad by the Chinese militarists. ~Stimson’s note of
December 2nd was an open attempt to create a united front of
the capitalist world for a military attack on the Soviet Union.
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The very seizure of the Chinese Eastern Railway was itself a stra-
tegic ,m',l'ta'?' maneuver against the Soviet Union. American
imperialism is feverishly working to build a militarist wall around
the boundaries of the Soviet Unon. In trying to fit Germany
more intimately into the anti-Soviet bloc, it is attempting to
Ky dicti ;

out the contrad of the interests between Poland

and Germany. French imperialism conducts a fierce and pro-

vocative campaign against the Soviet Union and mobilizes her
vassal border states for war against the U.S.S.R. The “Labor”
_Gover_nn_\ent of Mag]?onad in Great Britain, servile lackeys of the
imperialist bourgeoisie, prepares a new diplomatic break with the
Soviet Union. The internati y ized ign against
the so-called persecution of religion in the Soviet Union is un-
precedented in its counter-revolutionary fury, class hatred, world-
wide extent and offensive forms, and is a direct ideological prepa-
ration for an armed attack against the Soviet Union by the capi-
talist class. The Pope, the British Arch-Bishops, Protestant
churches, Jewish rabbis, the Salvation Army, all religious sects,
all peddlers of religious opium, were mobilized for the defense
of the Russian Kulaks, thus giving a clear example of the inter-
national imperialist united front of cross and cannon against the
Soviet Union. The class content of this campaign was the de-
fense of the kulaks and nepmen—the last trench of capitalism
in the Soviet Union being destroyed by the advance of Socialism.
At the same time these ij had the i di i

aim to ideologically stir up the peasantry of Poland, Rumania,
Czecho-Slovakia, etc., who are the bulk of the armies to be used
in the war against the Soviet Union. One of the revolting details
of this campaign was that aping exactly in method and content
the campaign of the bourgeoisie, the Trotskyites came forward
with the same campaign about the “horrors” and “murders” of
the C.P.S.U., playing the miserable role of the camp-follower
running after the war chariot of imperialism.

In view of this growing danger of war, the Communist Party
must carry thru an intensive and continuous campaign for the
popularization of Lenin’s teachings on the struggle against war,
propagating the slogan of the transformation of imperialist war
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into civil war, the defeat of “our own” capitalist government,
for the overthrow of “our own” bourgeoisie.

Political Struggles of the Workers

14. The growing difficulties of capitalism cause the American
capitalist class to recognize in every workers’ struggle a direct
attack upon the capitalist system. Therefore, even the smallest
strike of workers for decent working conditions is met with the
whole State force of capitalism. Sheriffs and State troops against
the Illinois miners; police, courts and State governments against
the needle, the food, the shoe workers in New York ; police and
deputized mill thugs against the textile workers in Carolina; in
short, every economic struggle is turned into a political event
against which the capitalist class mobilizes its full State power.
It is the foremost political task of the Party to help the workers
to draw correct conclusions from this fact. The Party must in
every strike formulate the political problems of the struggle into
definite political slogans and demands. It must organize demon-
strations, petitions, referendums, etc., for these demands. On the
basis of these demands it must lead the workers into municipal,
State and national elections, making the Communist Party the
leader and organizer of a broad united front from below for
mass political struggles. The economic demands of the workers
must be related and linked up with the political campaigns of the
Party in such a manner that the workers recognize in these polit-
ical campaigns a struggle for the same aims for which they battle
in their strikes. Especially important at this moment of ration-
alization and unemployment are demands for unemployment relief
and for social insurance measures in general. Mass campaigns
for such measures must be organized in every District. These
campaigns must employ all forms of political struggle. While
efforts must be made to prevent deterioration into mere parlia-
mentary campaigns, nevertheless all of these political campaigns
must lead up to mass mobilization for the coming Congressional
elections. In these elections the Party must make efforts to enter
candidates in every Congressional District. Every municipal elec-
tion campaign must be made by the Districts into political rally-
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ing centers of the workers for the stru,
ities in strikes, against fascism, against capitalist corruption, etc.
Propaganda for political mass strikes must be made systen;aﬁc-
ally. Great political demonstrations such as May 1st, or August
1st, must be organized in the form of political mass strikes.

ggle against police brutal-

Question of Labor Party

15. The orgnpization of revolutionary political action of the
working masses is the most important immediate objective of the
political activities of our Party. In the past our campaign to this
end was centered around the slogan “For a Labor Party.” This
slogan no longer supplies a basis for this campaign. Any Labor
Party crystallization at this moment could have only the AFL
unions, the Socialist Party and other social-reformist organiza-
tions as a basis, or would be composed only of those already in
sympathy with the Communist Party. A Labor Party made up
of social-fascist organizations would not mean political separation
of the workers from the capitalists but would mean the delivery
of the workers to capitalist politics under the guise of a Labor
Party. The radicalization of the working masses which leads
definitely to an ideological separation of the workers from the
capitalists turns the Labor Party slogan into a possible instrument
with which capitalism can attempt to delay this separation.

Organizing United Front From Below

16. Our Party is suffering from a decided disproportion be-
tween its organized strength and the mass activities which it
initiates and leads. The readiness of great masses of workers
to follow our Party has led to a most serious underestimation
of the value of organization. The reliance on spontaneous re-
sponse in many i replaces ic organizati pre-
parations. As a result, the Party fails in a large measure to
crystallize into permanent organized strength the broad mass
movements led by it.

A decisive change of these practices must be initiated at once.
Reliance on the spontaneity of the masses must be replaced by
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most systematic united front organization from below. (a) In
the preparations for May 1st, for August 1st, for election cam-
paigns, etc., detailed plans must be worked out by all districts for
an organized mass mobilization of the workers primarily on the
basis of shops. The committees thus established in the shops
must be made to report their activities to the workers in the
shops and to central leading bodies. The Committees of Action
and special committees for May Day preparations, etc., must
gradually broaden out and take on a permanent form: the basis
of a trade union organization in the shops. (b) The systematic
mobilization of the workers for mass movements must permit
the greatest initiative and broadest participation in leadership oi
the best non-Party elements among the masses, thereby bringing
to the forefront the most energetic, the ablest, and most militant
elements among the non-Party workers who must be won for
membership in the Party.

Reliance on spontaneous response is also prevalent in the non-
Party mass izations such as International Labor Defense,
Workers I[nternational Relief, etc. As a result they lack organ-
ized substance. Their strength is more sentiment than material,
The Party will never be able to do its duty in the new situation

it if the C ists will not effect an immediate
and radical change in the methods of work and organization in

these bodies.

Building a Mass Party

17. The recent recruiting campaign has improved considerably
the social composition of the Party. With the large number of
bl ible to N

new workers taken in it is g
a number of new shop nuclei. But in spite of that the great
majority of the basic units of the Party still remain as street
nuclei. As long as our Party is not anchored in the industrial
establishments of the country, we cannot claim to be a Bolshevik
Party. Every district is therefore obligated to transform the
Party base systematically into one of shop nuclei. Within the
year following the convention, over 40 per cent of the Party mem-
bers must be organized into shop nuclei. To achieve this aim
every District Committee must work out plans for systematic

e ——
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work in a number of selected shops and industries and must con-
centrate the Party forces on this work. The Organization De-
partment of the C. C. must supervise and direct carefully this
campaign. The Party press must be used to urge, criticize, and
lead this work and to stimul, lutionary stition between
the districts. “Into the Shops” must be the guiding slogan in the
Party-building campaign.

18. The recruiting campaign was the first serious test of the
Party after the Communist International Address. The Party
stood the test. It proved, first, that it had succeeded in thor-
oughly liquidating factionalism and organized opportunism; and
second, that this made membership in the Party more desirable
for the revolutionary workers. The CI Address was thus fully
justified in its that the liquidation o i will
be a boom to the building of the Party. It has improved the
social composition of the Party because 9o per cent of the new
recruits are industrial workers. It has also considerably raised
the percentage of Negro members in the Party since nearly 20
per cent of the new recruits are Negroes.

The recruiting campaign, however, also suffered from basic
weaknesses. It was not based primarily on organized recruiting
activities of the nuclei. The members were recruited in mass
meetings, etc., and then assigned to the nuclei. There are shop
nuclei in New York, Chicago and elsewhere that have not re-
cruited one single new member. This weakness of the drive, if
not repaired, will prevent the Party from assimilating and keeping
the new members. It is therefore imperative that the political
activization of the nuclei be made the first aim of all work in the
districts. Inactive nuclei cannot utilize the revolutionary spirit
of the new recruits but rather tend to paralyze them. Without
the political activization of the nuclei, the Party cannot be trans-
formed into one of revolutionary action.

Building a Mass Party

19. The transformation of our section of the Communist In-
ternational into a mass Party of revolutionary action demands
the activization of every member of the Party. Party members
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who remain passive in the face of the rapidly increasing duties
of the Communists in the present period are not revolutionaries
and have no room in the Party. At this period of struggle, Right
elements will seek to remain in the Party by concealing their
Right tendencies. These elements must be uncovered not mechan-
ically but by self-criticism. The very adaptation of the Party
to its revolutionary tasks will weed out the unfit and unworthy.
To this end every leading Party committee shall immediately
organize a careful overhauling of the Party subdivision under its
direction. The overhauling shall achieve an adjustment of the
functioning of the Party in accord with the needs of revolution-
ary action. The following steps shall be taken:

(a) Every single member of the Party must be assigned spe-
cific work in the Party and in proletarian mass organizations. The
nucleus executives shall direct and check up the work of every
Party member.

(b) The functioning of every i member
and Party members must be checked up contmually

(c) Ruthless political criticism of all errors and deviations
must provide the base for serious and continuous self-correction.

(d) Committees and functionaries who persist in errors and
deviations must be removed from the leading cadres as unfit for
leadership in this period.

(e) The practice of burdening active comrades with a mul-
tiplicity of functions must be discontinued.

(f) The shortage of forces thus created must be repaired by
a systematic drawing of new proletarian elements into the lead-
ing cadres of the Party.

(g) All leading Party committees are obligated to be most
concrete in their plans and instructions for work to the lower
units. Unclearness, ambiguity and generalization lead to mis-
understanding and to delays in the carrying out of instructions.
The need of the hour is clarity of instructions and promptness
of execution,
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The Daily Worker.

20. To succeed in the full mobilization of the Party for its
tasks the Ce_ntra} Committee must pay special attention to the
press and primarily to the Daily Worker. In order to make the
Daily Worker the political leading organ of the Party and at the
same time an effective mass agitator and organizer, it is necessary
to take steps immediately for the political improvement of the
Daily as well as for the building of a mass circulation. The
Political Committee must take immediate steps to terminate the
apparent political separation of the Daily from the leadership of
the Party and must turn the Daily into its daily organ and mouth-
piece. At the same time care must be taken to transform the
Daily into a national paper. This can be done only if the District
Committees and District Organi ider in every
the role which the Daily has to play in it. Every campaign plan
must include a specific press campaign to be carried through by
the District in the Daily Worker. The District Committees are
obligated to stimulate and organize systematically workers cor-
respondents from the industrial establishments in their territories.
By these methods the Daly will become truly a leader and an in-
strument in the national campaigns of the Party. This political
preparation will also prepare the way for the organization of a
mass circulation. Every District must set itself the aim of estab-
lishing a paid circulation or daily paid distribution of the Daily
Worker in an amount exceeding five times the number of Party
members in the district. To achieve this aim the Central Com-
mittee shall make available for the Districts the mutual experi-
ences and methods of distribution of the different Districts. The
present circulation drive is the first step in carrying out this task.

Build Revolutionary Trade Unions

21. The working masses, who are becoming increasingly rev-
olutionary in the economic crisis, cannot be embraced organiza-
tionally by the Party alone. Labor organizations of a wider char-
acter must be set into motion by the Party. The primary organ-
izations for this task are the revolutionary unions with their
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shop committees, unemployed councils and committees of action,
organized in the TUUL. The Party can win the working masses
for its political leadership only by leading them in their economic
struggles; and only on the basis of the Trade Union Unity League
will the Party be able to assume the leadership of these economic
struggles. The Party must therefore make a sharp turn in its
trade union activities. A full mobilization of all Communist forces
must be carried through for the organization of the unor ized
masses, for the building of the Trade Union Unity League. Th

T.U.U.L. must be made into an organization uniting the broad
masses of workers, organizing them for the struggle of their daily
interests, and leading that struggle along political lines. Through
these struggle for their daily interests and through the organi-
zation of the workers for that struggle, the T.U.U.L. will bring
the broad masses to an understanding and acceptance of Com-
_munist line, strategy and tactics. Being a school of revolutionary
struggle for the broad working masses, the T.U.U.L. becomes a
lever and the main reserve for the Party. All Communists must
belong to the T.U.UL. There they must carry out the most
fundamental task of the Party, that of creating and ever strength-
ening a wide mass base for the Party in the factories, thus de-
veloping it into a mass Party.

The leadership of the Party in the T. U. U. L. must be assumed
and maintained by the Communists through their activities as the
most energetic members, the best fighters and the leaders in the
economic struggles of the workers.

e

REVOLUTIONARY STRIKE STRATEGY

22. The recent economic battles have shown that the revolu-
tionary unions and the T. U. U. L. are as yet totally unprepared
organizationally and politically to fulfill their tasks. This was
especially demonstrated in the Illinois miners’ strike where the
weaknesses of the union, of the T. U. U. L. and of the Party
showed the imperative necessity of a decisive turn in our work in
this field. This turn can be accomplished only if there is clarity
in the Party in regards to the tasks of the T, U, U. L. and its
function in leading and organizing the economic struggles.
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The Illinois strike revealed:

(a) Failure to prepare in time for the striki
the union, a failure to carry on preliminary agit:
zation, a failure to set up committees of action, and of electing
mass strike committees from below; therefore the union failed
to draw the masses into direct participation and leadership of
the struggle. Even in some cases, where pit committees had been

organized spontaneously by the workers themselves, the officials
of the union dissolved them.

(b) .Th: union not only lagged behind the militant masses in
the strike, but actually obstructed the spreading of it and damp-
ened the spirit of the masses by the pessimism of its own leader-
ship.

e on the part of
ation and organi-

(c) The union failed to formulate clearly a set of concrete
strike demands and to popularize them among the miners, thus
showing a complete failure on the part of the union to under-
stand its task as the leader in the economic struggles of the
workers.

The T. U. U. L. on its part failed to appear as the leader of
the union. It was, therefore, unable to repair the weaknesses of
the union in battle. It acted primarily as a propaganda organ
unable and unwilling to take the responsibility and leadership
where the union failed. This was manifested outstandingly in
the failure of the T. U. U. L. to supervise the union’s prepara-
tion for the strike, its failure to lead the activities of the Belle-
ville and Ziegler conferences and its failure to organize mass sup-
port for the strike among the working class.

The Party failed in this strike to mobilize all of its forces, to
become the real leader and to direct its members in the struggle.
The Party fractions worker haphazardly. The individual Party

s were not subordi to the direction of the Party
fractions. The Party was not on the spot with sufficient forces
to overcome the pessimism and obstructive activities of individual
Party members (Corbishley). Although the general line of the
Party was correct neither the Center nor the District gave the
systematic daily attention which this struggle required.
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‘While the Illinois struggle showed the weaknesses of the T. U.
U. L., of the revolutionary unions and of the Party in the most
accentuated form, the same difficulties presented themselves also
in a smaller degree in the other struggles, especially in that of
the Needle Trades, the shoe workers and the food workers.

StrenctHEN THE T. U. U. L.

23. All of the above shortcomings reveal as the outstanding
weaknesses :

(a) That our unions have not yet outlived their past of left
wings, and have not yet adopted themselves to the role of organ-

izers and leaders of the workers for the struggle for their immedi-
ate economic demands.

(b) Where they do appear as such, they hang on to the in-
heritance of the old trade union methods and tactics which are
specially characteristic in the elimination of the working masses
from active participation in battle:

(c) The absence of revolutionary cadres which are able to
carry through the aggressive and militant struggles required at
this hour In spite of formal acceptance of the line of the Fourth
Congress. of the Red International of Labor Unions and of the
tasks assigned by the Sixth Congress and the Tenth Plenum of
the Comintern, no serious attempt has, as yet, been made to
carry this turn into action.

(d) Failure to carry on 2 sufficiently energetic struggle against
opportunism: in the trade unions, and to take organizational meas-
ures in good time.

24. It is the duty of the Party to take all steps necessary to
bring about a change in the worl and activities of the revolu-
tionary unions and of the T. \j, U, L, This is its major political
task at this moment. To accomplish this task is the duty of the
whole Party. A thorough Survey must be made of the conditions
of work of the T.U. U. L. i sections of the Party and a de-

tailed 74 concrete plan of aetion must be worked out, to be
followed"

N
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(a) The defunct Party fractions in the T. U. U. L. and in
the revolutionary unions must be reorganized and must be con-
tinuously directed by the Party. Through these fractions the Com-
munists must insist upon a fundamental change in the work and
methods of the revolutionary unions and of the T. U. U. L.
Mass self-criticism and mass control in the carrying out of the
new methods must be applied.

(b) The Party press and especially the Daily Worker must
be mobilized for the building and revolutionizing of the unions
and of the T. U. U. L. Especially the sections of “Party life”
and of “Workers Correspondence” in our Party press must be
mobilized for this purpose. Special attention must be paid by the
Party press to work of the Party in this field through concrete
criticism and constructive suggestions. The whole Party and the
Party press must ruthlessly criticize all Party sections that lag
behind in their work in this field.

(c) The Party must pay major attention to the strengthening
of the Party cadres in the T. U. U. L. The Party must effect a
systematic redistribution of its forces in the Center and in the
Districts. This redistribution must be carried through on a scale
large enough to give a minimum guarantee of a serious change in
the work of the T. U. U. L.

(d) In the campaign to strengthen and build the revolutionary
unions and the T. U. U. L. the Party members must be the most
energetic force. Through their fractions they must mobilize the
complete membership of the unions for the organization campaign
and must bear the brunt of the agitational and organizational
tasks. The Party press and the Party apparatus must lend its
full support to this campaign and must mobilize all of its depart-
ments for this purpose.

(e) The Party and its fractions must organize and train
worker correspondents for “Labor Unity” to help make this paper
a militant mass organ accepted by the masses of workers as its
spokesman and its leader. The Party fraction is obliged to work
for an immediate improvement of the leading staff of the paper.

25. The Party and its leading committees must immediately
initiate a most energetic campaign for the carrying out of the
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‘While the Illinois struggle showed the weaknesses of the T. U.
U. L., of the revolutionary unions and of the Party in the most
accentuated form, the same di lties p d th 1 also

in a smaller degree in the other struggles, especially in that of
the Needle Trades, the shoe workers and the food workers.

StreNGTHEN THE T. U. U. L.

23. All of the above shortcomings reveal as the outstanding
‘weaknesses :

(a) That our unions have not yet outlived their past of left
wings, and have not yet adopted themselves to the role of organ-
izers and leaders of the workers for the struggle for their immedi-
ate economic demands.

(b) Where they do appear as such, they hang on to the in-

heritance of the old trade union methods and tactics which are

ially ct istic in the elimination of the working masses
from active participation in battle:

(c) The absence of revolutionary cadres which are able to
carry through the aggressive and militant struggles required at
this hour. In spite of formal acceptance of the line of the Fourth
Congress of the Red International of Labor Unions and of the
tasks assigned by the Sixth Congress and the Tenth Plenum of
the Comintern, no serious attempt has, as yet, been made to
carry this turn into action.

(d) Failure to carry on a sufficiently energetic struggle against
opportunism: in the trade unions, and to take organizational meas-
ures in good time.

24. It is the duty of the Party to take all steps necessary to
bring about a change in the work and activities of the revolu-
tionary unions and of the T. U. U. L. This is its major political
task at this moment. To accomplish this task is the duty of the
whole Party. A thorough survey must be made of the conditions
of work of the T. U. U. L. in all sections of the Party and a de-
tailed and concrete plan of action must be worked out, to be
followed.
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(a) The defunct Party fractions in the T. U. U. L. and in
the revolutionary unions must be reorganized and must be con-
tinuously directed by the Party. Through these fractions the Com-
munists must insist upon a fundamental change in the work and
methods of the revolutionary unions and of the T. U. U. L.
Mass self-criticism and mass control in the carrying out of the
new methods must be applied.

(b) The Party press and especially the Daily Worker must
be mobilized for the building and revolutionizing of the unions
and of the T. U. U. L. Especially the sections of “Party life”
and of “Workers Correspondence” in our Party press must be
mobilized for this purpose. Special attention must be paid by the
Party press to work of the Party in this field through concrete
criticism and constructive suggestions. The whole Party and the
Party press must ruthlessly criticize all Party sections that lag
behind in their work in this field.

(c) The Party must pay major attention to the strengthening
of the Party cadres in the T. U. U. L. The Party must effect a
systematic redistribution of its forces in the Center and in the
Districts. This redistribution must be carried through on a scale
large enough to give a minimum guarantee of a serious change in
the work of the T. U. U. L.

(d) In the campaign to strengthen and build the revolutionary
unions and the T. U. U. L. the Party members must be the most
energetic force. Through their fractions they must mobilize the
complete membership of the unions for the organization campaign
and must bear the brunt of the agitational and organizational
tasks. The Party press and the Party apparatus must lend its
full support to this campaign and must mobilize all of its depart-
ments for this purpose.

(e) The Party and its fractions must organize and train
worker correspondents for “Labor Unity” to help make this paper
a militant mass organ accepted by the masses of workers as its
spokesman and its leader. The Party fraction is obliged to work
for an immediate improvement of the leading staff of the paper.

25. The Party and its leading committees must immediately
initiate a most energetic campaign for the carrying out of the
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resolutions of the Fourth Congress of the R. I. L. U. This re-
quires a definite campaign for a greater centralization and more
firm ization of the revolutionary unions. The loose locals
and the poor d llection system are i ible with strong
fighting organizations. The loose organizational methods now
prevailing must be drastically remedied. There must be a more
ix_ltimate lidation of the revoluti y unions with the Na-
anal Committee of the T. U. U. L. and the decisive strengthen-
ing of the latter’s national departments. A definite turn in all
plans of work in the revolutionary unions and in the T. U. U. L.
must be urged and carried through by the Communists. ~Special
efforts must be made to draw Negro workers into the leadership
of the revolutionary unions. Decided efforts must be made to
increase ifold the activities of the C ist fractions in the
reactionary trade unions. It is necessary that the Party pass very
definitely over from the period of talk to the stage of action in
the accomplishment of its tasks in the organization of the unor-
ganized masses. The progress of the Party on the road to a mass
Party of revolutionary action must be measured by the growth
of the organization and influence of the T. U. U. L.

Work AmoNG THE NEGRO MASSES

. 26. The building and the work of the Party cannot be effec-
've without a serious change in its attitude and practices in re-
gard to the work among the Negro masses and the transforma-
lm" of passivity and underestimation into active defense and
eadership of the struggles of the Negro masses. The Party must
© "“"F to express in getic action its i that a
T evm“t_‘oni"y struggle of the American workers for power is
Impossible without revolutionary unity of the Negro and white
ll:;l:tar{at. To achieve this unity and to win for Communist
o :‘;i‘“l) also the masses of Negro workers, the Party must root
traces of a formal approach to Negro work. The Party
E:i‘;m f“",' Negro work must become a living guide for th.e
ﬁest activity among the Negro and white masses and partici-
paticn i the struggles of the Negro masses.
The influence of white chauvinism is still felt in the Party and
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has recently manifested itself in St. Louis (opposition in the frac-
tion to a correct Bolshevik line on Negro work) ; Detroit (oppor-
tunist reluctance in fraction to stru"gle against white chauvin-
ism) ; Chicago, (Lithuanian fraction). In many instances there
has been opportunist failure to expose such manifestations. Also
wrong, however, is the tendency, displayed by some Negro com-
rades (which they have since corrected more or less completely)
to surrender to the propaganda of the Negro bourgeoisie and petty
bourgeois intellectuals of race-hatred directed against all whites
without distinction of class.

Protest against the special oppression to which Negroes are
subjected must take the form of intensive political campaigns and
mass organization to fight against lynching. Negro workers and
farmers persecuted on the basis of race discrimination must be
accepted and treated as class-struggle victims. The Party must
carry on an uncompromising political struggle against all dis-
criminatory laws, such as laws legalizing disfranchisement, segre-
gation, laws against inter-marriage, etc.

SLOGAN OF SELF-DETERMINATION

27. The Party must organize a 'most intensive struggle around
the demand of social and poitical equality for Negroes, which is
still the main demand of our Party in its work among Negroes.
At the same time the Party must openly and unreservedly fight
for the right of Negroes for national self-determination in the
South, where Negroes comprise a majority of the population.
Self-determination for the Negro masses is the logical continua-
tion and highest expression of the struggle for equal rights (social
equality). As the Negro liberation movement develops it will,
in the territories and states with a majority of Negro population,
take more and more the form of a struggle against the rule of the
white b isie, for self- i Therefore, in its every
day struggles for the concrete issues of social equality, against
lynching, against all race discriminatory laws, the Party must
systematically advance the demand for the right of the Negroes
for self-determination. This demand must be popularized among
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the working masses of the whole country to win these workers for
the support of the struggle of the Negroes.

28. Special propaganda must be carried on among the Negro
masses on the question of imperialist war, making full use of the
victimization of the Negro masses both in the colonies and in the
United States by the imperialist war makers who only plunge
the Negro masses deeper into slavery.

Unless our Negro program is concretized and energetically
pushed, the work of our Party in winning the majority of the
working class will be fruitless in the north as well as in the south.

‘WoRk IN THE SouTH

29. The industrialization of the South, the proletarianization
of new masses under conditions of the most intense exploitation,
turns the South into an ever more important battlefield of the class
struggle in America. This field becomes doubly important be-
cause Negro oppression here reaches its most violent and extreme
forms, with its widest ramifications embracing both industry and
agriculture. Southern white ruling class terrorism, directed against
both white and Negro workers, assumes particularly vicious forms
against the Negroes. The Party has, for years, completely neg-
lected the South and even after the important struggles in the
Southern textile fields has paid insufficient attention to this section.
Particularly has this been true in regard to the agricultural masses.
This is a most serious shortcoming which, if not at once cor-
rected, will be fatal to the realization of the Party objectives in
this period. The Communist International has correctly pointed
out that the Negro masses in the rural districts of the South are
not “reserves of capitalist reaction” as conceived of by Lovestone
and Pepper, but potential allies of the revolutionary proletariat.

Our Party cannot function in the increasingly frequent mass
battles of the workers in the South without being rooted in the
working class there. The problem of Communist leadership of
mass struggles of Southern workers, therefore, is the problem of
building our Party in the South, of building it in those struggles
and of putting into living practice a truly Bolshevik line in regard
to the Negro question.
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The political bureau must approach the solution of this problem
at once and systematically. Within the next six months three
Party Districts shall be definitely orgamzed The center of these

1

Districts shall be B Ala., Wi , N. C, and
Negro and white i shall be stati i liately. Funds
Negro and white i shall be stati i di Funds

shall be made available to put at the disposal of every one of these
organizers, one or two agitators. Not less than half of the per-
sonnel of the leadmg functionaries in the south _shall be Negro
workers. ion of this ign shall insure
the best possible use of these forces. The first plenary session
of the Central Committee after the convention shall check up on
this work.

DeveELoPMENT oF NEW FoRrces
30. The influx of thousands of new workers into our Party
and the rapidly extending activities of the Party raises a pressing
need for capable functionaries. The sharpening class struggle,
the unemployment crisis, the big struggles in every field of ac-
tivity make it urgent to build up new cadres. A system of bold
promotion must be msmuted in the Party Party units and com-
mittees must r d the most ising com-
rades to the high bodies for promotion. A wide distribution of
all functions among the Party membership must assure develop-
ment and discovery of comrades with abilities. Full time func-
tionaries’ courses must be organized for the fall in New York,
Chicago and at least one other center. Wider application of col-
onization must make possible the discovery and development of
capable organizers. The problem of cadres is a major problem

of the Party and demands systematic attention.

AGAINST OPPORTUNISM

31. The devdopment of new cadrcs, the full activization of
the Party, its 1 lentless struggle against
the right danger. All right oppon:umst tendencies in the Party
become in the period of revolutionary upsurge of the working
class a most dangerous active force for capitalism. “The defense
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of such right views which have been condemned by the Comin-
tern as an anti-Party tendency profoundly hostlle to the mtercsts
of the proletanan 1 with
membership in the Comrnumst Party” (Tenth Plenum resolu-
tion). Coriciliatory tendencies toward right-wing opportunism _
are merely trying to cover up the counter-revolutionary character
of the right deviati Of these conciliators it must be d

ed, “That they openly and emph ly di from
the right deviations; that they conduct an active fight not merely
in words, but in deeds against the right deviations; that they
submit implicitly to all decisions of the Comintern and of its sec-
tions and actively carry them out. Failure to carry out any one
of these conditions will place the culprits outside of the ranks of
the Communist International.” (Tenth Plenum resolution.)

The roots of opportunism were very deep in our Party, as they
are deep in the American working class, and only the most con-
scious and stubborn struggles against every manifestation of op-
portunism, which is especially dangerous in the present period,
can preserve the revolutionary policy of our Party and guaran-
tee its continued healthy growth as the leader of the class struggle
of the workers.

32. The Address of the Communist International to our Party
in May, 1929, awakened it to a full realization of the dangerous
opportunist factional situation within its ranks. The inner-Party
campaign based upon this address uprooted factionalism, consoli-
dated the Party and replaced factional clique rule by a collective:
leadership. It began a process of “training of the Party in the
spirit of politics based upon principle, the training of cadres in
the spirit of honest proletarian, uncorrupt revolutionism, free
from false diplomacy and unprincipled combinations” (Stalin).
The Trotsky-Cannon group and the Jilek-Brandler-Lovestone
group continue their struggle against the Soviet Union, against
the Communist International and the working class. But the po-
litical and economic developments in the Soviet Union and in
America, as well as in the rest of the world, have so obviously
proven the opportunist unprincipledness of their platforms that
they can no longer y appeal to i y workers,
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Both of these groups are now integral parts of the capitalist anti-
Soviet front. The Party has decisively defeated them. There
is a danger, however, that our Party sees in them the sole em-
bodiment of the right danger. This tendency is wrong. Right
opportunism still manifests itself in our Party in its various fields
of action, especially in a general lagging behind the developing
mass movement of the working class. It raised its head in a
clearly social-democratic form in Superior, where Halonen de-
fends the thesis of class neutrality of the co-operatives with a
vicious struggle against the Party. In the language press, in the
language groups, remnants of federationism still supplied power-
ful protection to sermus Dppnrtumst tendencies (Rovnost Ludu).

The und i of r: ization still paralyzcs Party work
and especnally Communist activities in the trade unions. Oppor-
tunism in practice is apparent everywhere. This manifests itself
m:

1. Under-estimation and neglect of trade union work.

2. Inability and unwillingness of Communists in the trade
unions to get out of the rut of old trade union habits to revolu-
tionize the forms and the tactics of the economic organizations
of the workers.

3. Formal acceptance of decisions, but laxity in executwn

4. R of the I fractions to and
to eﬂ'ecuve carrymg out of Party campaigns in language mass
of the press to the campaigns

of the Party.

These i itudes and p ices result in habitual pes-
simism which constantly looks for reasons why things cannot be
done instead of looking for ways of how to do them.

33. Right wing und, imations, because ive in the
Party, manifest themselves also disastrously among the comrades
directly leading the work of building the revolutionary unions.
In some instances these tendencies lead to passive resistance (auto
workers, N. Y. needle trades workers, Paterson silk campaign),
and in other active opposition (Illinois mine strikes, New York
shoe strike, New York dress strike, New Bedford strike) to the
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line of the Party. There are also marked tendencies not to put for-
ward political slogans in the economic struggle (Illnois miners’
strike, New York dress strike, etc.). Gross under-estimation of
the radicalization of the workers was expressed by the leadership
of the needle workers of Chicago. The theory that unemploy-
ment makes the organization of the revolutionary auto workers’
union exceedingly difficult, if not impossible, is a definite under-
estimation of the role of the Red unions in the economic crisis.
The Party must liqudate the various manifestations of the right
danger in the trade union work.

Effective struggle against the right danger requires a simul-
taneous battle against the ultra-left sectarian tendencies, which
attempt to cover this opportunist unwillingness to set the masses
into motion and to lead them into battles with left phrases. These
tendencies are a drawback to the activities of the Party and are
espccnally hindering the struggle agamst the right danger and the

of mass infl and 1 p of our Party. These
tendencies are particularly strong in the Young Qommunist
League.

ORGANIZING THE YOUTH
34. Youth and children play an mcreasmgly xmportant role in
prod Their organization and lead p in the proletarian

struggles of the present crisis are, therefore, a major problem of
the Party. The capitalist class is using every form of ideological
political and economic pressure upon the youth to keep them out
of the stream of radicalization of the working class. But the
young workers feel with special sharpness the increased burdens
of rationalization. They are the immediate victims of the militar-
ization campaign (Coughlin Bill, militarization of bourgeois youth
organizations, etc.)

In the face of this, revolutlonary work among the youth, espe-
cially among the young workers in the shops is an indispensible
part of the Party’s activities to win the majority of the working
class. Anti-militarist work, a step-child in the past, must be
organized and carried on methodically. Neglect of this work by
the districts must be considered a reformist avoidance of anti-
war work.
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The leading committees of the Party must help the Young Com-
munist League in the concrete organization of the class struggle
campaigns among the young workers. This help must take the
form of political guidance as well as organizational support in
the building of the league and in the mobilization of the young
workers. Specific efforts must be made to strengthen the Party
core in the League.

To THE MaAssEs

35. The economic crisis in the United States has created a tre-
mendous problem for our Party. The capacity of the working
masses for mobilization, for organization and for struggle present
the Party with the problem of ing and developing its own
capacity accordingly. This requires, first of all, an activization of
every single member of the Party. It requires a rapid Bolshev-
ization through continuous and constructive self-criticism and self-
correction ; it i i ization work to build
the Party and to drive its roots into the basic industries. It de-
mands the broadest application of the united front tactic based up-
on the workers in the shops and formed for definite mass struggie
aims; it requires a rapid building up of revolutionary mass unions
and activization of these unions as fighters for the daily interests
of the workers. It d ds closest ion to t il
work which must turn our revolutionary theory and aim into a
revolutionary force against capitalism. Build the Party! Build
the revolutionary unions! Mobilize the working class against
rationalization, against imperialist war, against imperialism!




Resolution on Building the Trade Union
Unity League

PART I—GENERAL ANALYSIS

1. THE ROLE oF THE PARTY

THE most fundamental task of our Party in mass work is the
building of the revolutionary unions of the Trade Union
Unity League into broad mass organs of struggle. The recen®
communications of the Comintern and Profintern have again laic
stress upon this elementary necessity. It is in this work tha
there lies the key to the development of our Party into a mas:
Communist Party.

The Party must develop a keen sense of responsibility for thy
building of the revolutionary unions. It must play the leadin
role in the Trade Unon Unity League, not by substituting itsel
for the T.U.U.L. and actually takmg over trade union functions
but by sti ing its entire hip through the fractio:
system to build the revolutionary unions, to support them in thei
activities and to give them correct political guidance. The onl:
way the revolutionary unions can grow into powerful mass organ
is by the most complete support of the Party. In successfull;
building the revolutionary unions the Party lays the best basi
for its own recruitment and mass leadership.

2. THE FAvORABLE OBJECTIVE SITUATION

The deepenmg economic crisis presents an increasingly favor
able objective ion for the P of the revol ry
unions and struggle. The employers intensify their offensivc
against the living and working standards of the working class,
Steadily the army of unemployed grows, despite all capitalist
propaganda to the contrary. The employers are systematically
carrying through wage cuts, particularly in the basic industries,

[32]
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among the great masses of unskilled and semi-skilled workers.
They also develop a fresh wave of rationalization, which speeds
the workers ever faster and faster and throws fresh masses into
the army of loyed Working diti in every rapect
become worsened.
sickness is on the increase. The age limit for workers in industry
steadily tends downwards. More and more the employers resort
to the use of State and extra-legal fascist methods of terrorism
whercver the workers attempt movements in defense of their
or for the of improved diti

The employers in their drive against the working class, have
developed the A. F. of L. leadership into full-fledged fascists.
With a narrowing down of their social base, by the whittling
away of the priviliged position of the labor aristocracy through

speed-up, , etc.,, the A. F. of L.
leaders have developed into the most open champions of capital-
ism and the leaders in all of its violent attacks against the working
class. This is exemplified afresh by innumerable develupments
in recent months—the Hoover-A. F. of L. “No Wage Advance”
ngreemem the treacherous union-management-cooperation plzns
in the South, the instigation of the clubbing of the
workers on March 6, the open fascist propaganda of Woll-Broach,
etc., and the widespread propaganda for war against the Soviet
Union. It has been a mistake on our part that we did not sooner
clearly analyze and characterize the open fascism of the
A. F. of L.

The line of the S. P. Muste wing of the trade unions is iden-
tical with that of the A. F. of L. leadership except that they—the
social-fascists—cover up their fascism with bourgeois-radicalism
and left phraseology. Their especially dangerous role in the
present period is to hoodwink the awakening masses and to
hold them within control of the A. F. of L. leadership. The
Socialist Party Musteites are linked up politically and organiza-
tionally with the most corrupt elements in the A. F. of L. This is
exemplified again by the united front of these elements together
with the bosses, police, etc., in the needle trades of New York and
in the Illinois mining districts.

Ind.
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Progress in the building of the Trade Union Unity League can
be accomplished only by the most relentless struggle against the
A. F. of L. leadership and particularly against the insidious
Musteites. This struggle must be carried on not only in the
reformist trade unions, but particularly amongst the great masses
of unorganized workers.

In this situation of deepening ic crisis and sharpening
offensive against the workers by the employers, the State, and
their fascist and social-fascist allies, which constitutes an effort of
the capitalist class to throw the burden of the economic crisis
upon the working class, the tempo of radicalization of the workers
is greatly accentuated. Evidences of this growing radicalizaton are
to be found in all directions—in the upheaval in the South, the
strikes among the Illinois miners, needle workers, textile workers,
shoe workers, etc. But the most significant manifestation of the
spreading wave of radicalization was the t ds pl
ment demonstrations of March 6. The size and militancy of this
great movement surprised even the most optimistic in our ranks.
:I‘here is still a tendency in the Party to underestimate the rad-
icalization of the masses, the penetration of the masses by our
slogans and the organizing capacity of the Party. The same tend-

ency also tries to limit radicalization only to the ployed, thus
forgetting that radicalization of the whole working class is caused
not only by Y t but by all contradictions of the present

period, sharpened by economic crisis, unemployment, wage cuts,
new speed-up, etc. The employed workers, lacking unions and
?rganized leadership, do not find ready expression to their seeth-
ing discontent. The March 6th Demonstration must be under-
stood as a signal of the growing radicalization of not only the
unemployed but of the working class generally. It was also a
striking sign of the developing counter-offensive of the American
working class.

The perspective confronting us is one of sharpening class
struggle. Not only the unemployed but also the employed will
fight against the capitalist class in increasing masses, with more
militancy and with clearer political aims. The American indus-
tries will in the near future be the scene of many large and bitter




RESOLUTION ON BUILDING THE T.U.U.L. 35

stru, i : .
im pegf(llf: SI:rlS Olur historic task to give leadership in these great
tionary | éd wl}:gg E: That the workers will follow our revolu-
the obligations enft e Pa."}’- politically and organizationally, meets
March ¢ uto the situation, was brilliantly demonstrated on
Maximun, develo We can only secure this leadership and give
'F"Olutionary “nipment to these struggles by the building of the
tively will sacrif 0"51- Failure to build and to lead them effec-
Misleaders and ce these masses to the treachery of the Musteite
TuuyL, But l“"“ prevent the development. not only of the
!”il’lois and a 3h5° of our Party. This is exemplified among the
mn the Bosto: t l:acﬂe miners, Marion, S. C.; Danville, Va., and
lcadership by Shoe strikes, where the Musteites captured mass
€cause of our mistakes and inactivity.

3+ THE Crists or Growts 1~ tHE T.U.U.L.

(a
the g),.e:th : T.U.UL. is altogether insufficiently prepared to fulfill
leadip, asks now confronting it on all sides, of organizing and
'€ the discong, s E 5 e
‘{Tgan,zaﬁun b ented masses of workers. The growth of the
tion g0 ot s lagged far behind the development of radicaliza- /
Come forwga dthe workers. The T.U.U.L. has not yet been able to
broa:l masSer .as the real trade union organizer and leader of the
lc:d n Sl'lch manner as, for example, our Party scct,red
d erfhlp on March 6. Although the T.U.U.L. enjoys
8Towing prestige because of the long fight of the old
Or‘"cnlio:mn Educational League, the excellen.t Cleveland
Unable gy the March 6 demonstrations, etc., it has been
nite organ: clently to crystallize this ideological influence into defi-
loose]y 'zat‘.oﬂ. Its various sections are weak numerically, are
The Tr""&’dmzegl. and have very undeveloped leading forces.
stood to al-’de' UI’IIO|:| Unity League must be definitely under-
Politica; e in a crisis which is not a crisis of organizational and
insl‘mdereg"esflfm, but a crisis of growth, disproportion between
Otie han:t political and especially organizational growth on the
urgeng ne 3“.(1_ the extremely favorable objective situation and
Th "EC.essmes of the working masses on the other hand.
- coe Various n_ational unions of the T.U.U.L. are not growing
Trespond with the developing struggle situations in their re-
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spective industries. They do not properly or rapidly enough
develop as organs of struggle of the great masses. In the vari-
ous localities there exist few local councils of the T.U.U.L,, and
for the main part these are as yet unable to do more than carry

on agitation and do not actually lead local struggles of the work-
ization of shop i in the industries is

ing class. O
not carried on in a systematic form. In a number of instances
almost total lack of und dng of the revoluti y role of

shop committees and how to organize them, is to be discerned. In
all its stages, the T.U.U.L. has as yet an entirely insufficient organ-
izational character.

The T.U.U.L. is as yet only at the beginning of its transition
from an agitational minority in the old unions to the position of
an authoritative directing and organizing trade union center. It
is our great task to expand our present weak trade union center
of organization into a powerful mass revolutionary movement
capable of defending the economic interests of the worker's.‘ This
is a major task for which our whole Party must be mobilized.

TrE Causes oF THE T.U.U.L. WEAKNESS

The basic cause for the failure of the T.U.U.L. to grow more
rapidly in the extremely favorable situation are: (a) Inade'q?'ate
mobilization of the Party and its hi; for the L
of the revolutionary unions; () failure to bring forward and
train new cadres of sufficient number and ability to supply Com-
munist leadership for our unions and meet the urgent demar}ds
made by the radicalized masses upon the T.U.U.L. for leadership ;
(¢) serious Right opportunist errors by leading comrades in the
trade union work.

(a) The Farty membership, which must be the heart, brain
and backbone of the T.U.U.L., has not yet been fully organized to
build the revolutionary unions. This is exemplified among other
Manifestati y the y of the recent Dis-
trict Conventions of the T.U.U.L., the failure to follow up the
Cleveland Convention with an active program of organization
Work, the inadequate setting up of local T.U.U.L. councils, in-
sufficient building of local shop committees, failure to utilize the
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great unemployment movement to strengthen the revolutionary
unions, etc.

The explanation of the inactivity of the Party membership and
the close sympathizers of the Party in the building of the T.U.U.L.
is to be found in a lingering underestimation of the degree of
radicalization and willingness to struggle of the workers, and a
minimizing of the effectiveness of strike action, and the pos-
si‘bi!ity of organizing the unorganized into class struggle unions
during periods of economic crisis.

(b) The lack of sufficient leading forces who follow the cor-
rect revolutionary line is one of the elementary reasons for the
weakness of the T.U.U.L. The problem of new cadres is a vital
problem for the T.U.U.L., its revolutionary unions and for all sec-
tions of the Red International of Labor Unions. Our leadership
must be able to meet before the masses the trained cadres of the
fascist A. F. of L. unions and the social-fascist who fight us with
!hg backing of the bourgeois State and defeat them. Agitational
ability is not enough. Our cadres must have Bolshevik clarity and
_Bolshevik ability to organize workers. The working class is mak-
ing demands that we cannot supply. But there is no systematic
bringing forward of new militant elements and in some cases
bringing forward this major task. This is evidence of a survival
of bureaucracy and the most dangerous opportunism. This must
be eliminated by the most careful and energetic training of the
cadres.

(c) Other serious right errors and tendencies have hindered
the work. Among these were: (1) Failure to bring the unions
and local leagues forward as revolutionary economic organiza-
tions fighting for the every-day demands of the workers—the
tendency to confine the organizations simply to revolutionary
Ppropaganda groups; (2) failure to put forward political slogans
in the economic struggle (Illinois miners’ strike, New York dress
strike, etc.), and thus not to broaden politically the battles of the
workers; (3) systematic resistance to the development of new
ca(?res of leaders (needle trades, etc.); (4) persistence in trade
union legalism and craft practices (food, needle, shoe); (5) al-
most total lack of self-criticism, dilettantism in strikes and organ-
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ization i ion of the radi
of the workers (chgold Chncago) Theory that unemployment
makes the or of the y unions ly

difficult (Auto Workers’ Union).

The strike strategy of the various T.U.U.L. unions has been sat-
urated with Right errors. It has been marked by a quite gen-
eral failure to apply the principles of independent leadership as
laid down by the RILU. There has been almost no setting up
of shop committees, and action committees to draw masses into
the struggle. In some instances this failure was caused by passive
resistance (Auto workers, N. Y. food workers, Paterson silk
campaign) and in others, active opposition (Illinos mine strike,
shoe strike, New York dress strike).

Besides all these right tendencies which constitute the main
danger in the trade union work, there were various manifestations
of “left” sectarianism, abandonment of work in the reformist
unions, the putting forth of demands for 40-hour week and aboli-
tion of piece-work in the New York shoe strike without a mass
movement to support these demands, etc.

In the New York shoe strike, the demand for the 40-hour week
and abolition of piece-work, based upon the development of a
mass movement to organize the unorganized, was correct. But
it was incorrect that the District insisted upon these demands as
strike issues after the union leadership had failed to lay the
necessary basis, itulated before the difficulties, and narrowed
down the movement to a few shops.

The general result of this failure to fully mobilize our forces
and of these gross opportunist mistakes in carrying out the Party
line for building the revolutionary unions is the present critical
position of the T.U.U.L. With a real mobilization of our forces
and a more correct general line in the work, unquestionably the
T.U.U.L,, in spite of the fierce opposition it has to meet, would be
very much more of a mass organization.
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PART II--OUR CONCRETE TASKS

1. MOBILIZATION OF THE ParTY

The Party must take up immediately with all its force the task
of building the Trade Union Unity League. This requires the
most complete possible mobilization of the Party membership and
Party sympathizers. There must be a strong ideological campaign
developed to liquidate opportunistic moods regarding the trade
union work and to ideologically strengthen the whole Party for
the vital tasks of ‘building the revolutionary unions. This ideologi-
‘:_a' campaign must be basically a struggle against the Right devia-
tion in the Party. It must lead not only to the education of the
general membership to the necessity for trade union work, but
be directed particularly against those active in the trade union
work who display opportunistic tendencies. Where these leaders
fail to correct their systematic errors, they shall be removed and
ll'.eplaced by new elements who can and will follow the Party
ne.

The question of greatly intensifying the Party trade union work
and the building of the revolutionary unions shall be put on the
first order of business in every unit and stage of the Party.
Membership in the revolutionary unions shall be made compulsory
for all Party members. The Party fraction shall be systematically
built in the revolutionary unions and in the reformist organizations.
Competent comrades shall be everywhere delegated to carry out
the trade union work. Special efforts must be put forth to draw
the new members into active trade union work. The building
of the T.U.UL. must be made an organic part of all the mass
campaigns of the Party. There shall be prepared detailed di-
rectives for the building of the trade union fraction system and
the most thoroughgoing mobilization of the Party for building
the revolutionary unions.

2. DEvELOPMENT oF REVOLUTIONARY TRADE UNION . CADRES
Fund | in the hening of the Party trade union

work and the building of the T.U.U.L. is the development of our
revolutionary trade union cadres. There is a crying need in all
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the T.U.U.L. organizations for workers capable of organizing and
leading the struggle. Not only is there a shortage of workers
for leading positions, but many who are now occupying such posi-
tions display Right-wing tendencies and other lack of qualifica-
tions. The question of improving the trade union cadres must be
resolutely attacked as a major problem. The recent session of
the General Council of the Red International of Labor Unions
laid the greatest stress upon this vital point. The mass struggles
We are now carrying on are producing many new working class
fighters. These, together with the developing elements already
in our organizations, must be as quickly as possible drawn into
the leadership. B; ic tendencies to prevent the develop-
ment of new worker-leaders, must be ruthlessly liquidated. Sys-
tematic courses of education in trade union tactics and organiza-
tion must be established by the Party and the T.U.U.L. to develop
Promising proletarian elements into effective working class leaders.

ThF most thorough application of trade union democracy (dem-
ocratic centralization and proletarian discipline), the systematic
use of self-criticism in all our work, alertness to discover rank
and file comrades with abilty and encourage them, train them
and promote them to more responsible work—building of new
leaders from below—these are the best methods of strengthening
our leading forces,

3. T.U.U.L. 50,000 Memsersir DRIVE

the’rhe Pa“}'.n:lﬂ_mhership must give the most active support to all
driv::n?:s activities of the T.U.U.L.; in the first place the great
the T U"US?LO"O new memhe.rs by June 30, now being initiated by
COmi;lte. ‘L. This big recruitment campaign is pronounced by the
Part ";\ and Profintern to be the “decisive mass task of the
newym :“ b:he T.U.U.L" The realization of this goal of 50,000
fﬂVorabl:‘ ;5 by the end of June is entirely possible in the present
su objective situation. While the T.U.U.L., with the full

Pport of the Party, i organizing these new members the Party
€an and must absorb the ideological most ad
among them into its own ranks, =

The 50,000 drive, which is the present sharpest concretization
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of the slogan “Organize the Unorganized,” must be utilized for
the strengthening of every phase of the T.U.U.L. The building
of shop committees, local councils, minority groups in the reform-
ist unions, the strengthening of the national unions, etc., must
be systematically carried out in this campaign. The recruitment
drive must be hooked up with and made a component part of the
May First D i the ! , the
mass conventions of the miners, metal workers, shoe workers,
auto workers, and marine workers’ unions. The great organiza-
tion drive must be concentrated upon the basic and heavy indus-
tries, especially those of a war character. This campaign offers
the best means for extending the T.U.U.L. work in the South.
The building of Labor Unity must be a central feature of the
membership drive,

The T.U.U.L. Negro, Youth and Women’s departments must be
systematically developed in the course of the membership drive.
These departments shall focus their attention upon this drive as
their main activity.

The T.U.U.L. shall work out quotas for the respective unions
and cities, together with concrete tasks for all units and commit-
tees of the organization for carrying through the membership
drive. In stimulating the ization work the principle of
revolutionary competition shall be systematically applied, the
various organizations competing wth each other in the fulfillment
of their tasks. The Party shall be mobilized for the maximum
support of the T.U,U.L. to put the whole organization program
into effect.

The membership drive must be understood as part of the gen-
.eral struggle of the T.U.U.L. for leadership of the masses. This
in the first place requires a basic improvement in its strike
strategy. The principal conclusions to be drawn regarding our
strike strategy in the present period are that we must prepare our
strikes better, give them more of a mass class character, carry
them out in dance with the principles of independent leader-
ship, and develop them in the direction of the mass political strike.
_Thc failure of our leadership in strike struggles to develop them
into wider mass struggles, to mobilize greater mass support for
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our political demands, to broaden our organizational base during
these struggles, can be ascribed to the lack of understanding of, or
resistance to in some cases, the basic line of the Red International
of Labor Unions, which insists on the clection of broad rank and
file committees of action, rank and file strike committees—the con-
crete application of the united front from below. This is a dan-
gerous error which has hampered all our work. The line of the
RILU must be applied in practice, all unclarity eliminated and
rFsistance to it sharply combatted. There must be more atten-
tion given to the question of strike strategy. There shall be pre-
pared a special resolution on strike strategy, based upon the prin-
ciples laid down at the Strassburg Conference.

4. THE UNEmPLOYMENT MOVEMENT

The proper devel P! of the loyed K
the greatest importance to the Party and the T.U.U.L. The prin-
cipal weakness of the movement up to the present time is the
lack of concrete organization. There is also a definite failure to
sufficiently link up the struggle of the employed with the unem-
ﬁl::yed, Furthermore, the movement has not been utilized for
w:a lr(ec:ruument of members into revolutionary unions. All these

Thncs?es' must be drastically corrected.

29.3: I\:"m;‘a‘ Unemployed Conference in New York on March
movemgeam;c tTeI g““v'f«'ﬂ line for the further development of tlul:
crystallizati he National Unemployed Council is the nationa
affiliated n‘:{) of the unemployed movement as a whole, being
Unemplo; :dm(?“"y and locally to the T.U.U.L. The I\{anonal
Ofginizin)é the ouncil will carry on an aggressive campaign for
unemployed enemployed in the various industrial centers into
ary unions ?rl:,nc'ls and for their recruitment into the revolution-
employed aye the po <t ETeat steps in the mobilizaton of the un-
mass conventi, ‘¢ May Day Demonstrations and the great National
is of the mosl(on? and demonstrations in Chicago, July 4-5- It
and the 1.0 tal importance that the full forces of the Party
tions s“c'ce;sf' |~ be mobilized not only to make these demonstra-
amongst thy ul, but especially to build actual organization

‘gt the unemployed and to strengthen the prestige and organ-

t is of
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ization of the Party and the T.U.U.L. among the masses. The
unemployment question shall be made the central issue in our
election campaign, with the unemployed councils supporting the
Party candidates. At all coming conventions of T.U.U.L. unions
there shall be delegations of the unemployed and the question
of unemployment shall be placed prominently on the agenda.

Right wing opportunism mamfests itself in the unemployment

primarily by g our major demands for social
insurance and the 7-hour day, 5-day week, aping and voicing the
treacherous “social welfare” demands of the social fascists (open-
ing up of jails for lodging houses, etc.) by mmlmlzmg the neces-
sity for organization of the ployed, by to con-
fine the movement within the bounds of capnahst legalism, etc.
These opporunistic tendencies which tend to liquidate the move-
ment must be militantly fought.

The unemployment movement offers a splendid lever for car-
rying on the struggle against the bureaucrats in the A. F. of L.
With large numbers of the reformist trade union members unem-
ployed, it is possible and it must be our aim to draw them into
our unemployed councils and to direct their attacks against their
reactionary officials. The unemployment movement also offers
a fruitful field for intensified work among Negroes, ‘Women
and Youth. The defense of the prisoners arrested in connccuon
with March 6th and other d of the loyed, must
be made a central issue in the unemployed councils.

5. Tue RILU Firra CoNGRESs DELEGATION

A major aspect of our trade union work during the next three
months must be the election of the T.U.U.L. delegation to the
Fifth Congress of the Red International of Labor Unions. The
coming RILU Congress is of tremendous importance. A great
wave of radicalization develops among the workers in all of the
industrial countries and the colonies. The Fifth RILU Congress
will be the revolutionary organizing center for this great forward
movement of world’s workers. The Congress will greatly strength-
en the RILU in its role of mdependent leadership of the workers
and in solidifying its organi; g ly. Detailed directi
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for the election of this delegation have been sent out by the
T.U.U.L. and these must be rigorously supported in the various
organizations,

6. INTERNATIONAL REVOLUTIONARY COMPETITION

At the Sixth Session of the General Council of the RILU rev-
lutionary itions were loped between the National
Minority Movement of Great Britain and the T.U.U.L. and be-
tween the CGTU of France and the T.U.UL. The terms of
these competitions will be published in Labor Unity. Both of these
competitions are valuable, that with the National Minority Move-
ment for intensifying the building of the T.U.U.L. generally and
also that with the CGTU for strengthening the T.U.UL. in a
phase of its activities in which it is particularly weak, the colonial
work. These petiti should be militantly carried out so
th.at at the Fifth Congress of the RILU the T.U.U.L. delegation
will be able to report its tasks completely fulfilled.

7. DePENsE oF THE Sovier UNION—FIGHT AGAINST
ImperIALIST WAR

In all the mass activities of the T.U.U.L. the question of the
fght against the impending imperialist war and the struggle in
defense of the Soviet Union must be kept in the very foreground.
The T.U.U.L. must spare no effort to popularize the achievements
of the Russian workers in building socialism. The masses of
“nzmploy«! and radicalized workers are inspired by the progress
of the S_'°"1€t Union and are highly receptive to our propaganda
against imperialist war,



Resolution on District Eight (Chicago)

1. HE Plenum of the Central Committee fully endorses the

line of the Party leadership in District Eight. The Novem-
ber Plenum of the District Committee, in full agreement with the
line of the October Central Committee Plenum, correctly orien-
tated the Party in the District on the outbreak of the economic
crisis, which further accentuates the general world crisis of cap-
italism, on the consequences of the crisis for the workers, and
on the further sharpening of the class struggle in the District.
The resolution emphasized that the radicalization of the workers,
already shown by various strikes and by the District-wide August
1st demonstrations, would be further deepened and broadened,
and the possibility of building the Party increased, as a result of
the economic crisis, the mass layoffs, wage cuts, intensified ra-
tionalization and growing fascist offensive of the bourgeoisie and
their social reformist agents as well as by the growing imperialist
war preparations, especially for war against the USSR. A per-
spective for sharp mass struggles, in which the Party would play
a leading role, was clearly laid down.

2. This perspective has not only been sustained, but as the
economic crisis steadily, though unevenly, deepens the capitalist
offensive against the workers and the rising workers’ counter
offensive becomes more marked.

In the coal fields, where the coal operators, the state and the
United Mine Workers of America are openly united in an econ-
omic and political offensive against the workers, the radicaliza-
tion of the workers is very deep seated. This is shown not only
by the bitterly fought December-January strike of 10,000 miners
under the leadership of the luti National Miners Union,
but also by the whole series of local strikes which are breaking
out daily and which invariably take the form of a struggle against
the strike-breaking UMWA, as well as against the coal qperators
and the state.

. [45]
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A negative factor showing the deep-seated character of the
radicalization among the Southern Illinois coal miners is the open
split between Lewis and Fishwick and the setting up of a new
miners’ union allied with the Musteites, with a social fascist pro-
gram and leadership, which has as its purpose the pacification
and betrayal of the miners under cover of pseudo-radical phrases
and a sham battle against Lewis. The extreme poverty and misery
of the miners, now accentuated by the abnormal seasonal decline
caused by the economic crisis, plus the open betrayals of both the
Lewis and Fishwick unions and the growing fascist terror of the
operators, the United Mine Workers of America and the State
will further deepen the discontent of the miners and their deter-
mination to struggle against these intolerable conditions. By re-
doubling the activities of our Party in the coal fields and by ener-
getically supporting the building up of the National Miners Union
the prospective is for gigantic class battles there during the next
fe\v' months, leading up to a national strike of coal miners on the
expiration of the anthracite agreement in September.

The wage cuts and intense speed-up in the metal, machinery
and steel industry is deepening the radicalization of these workers.
The department strike of steel workers in Indiana Harbor against
Tationalization, the similar walkout of the Simmons Bed Company
workers in Kenosha against wage cuts and rationalization are
always indicators of developing struggles in the steel and metal
H"ldustries which must receive the immediate and energetic atten-
tion of the Pzrty.

The more than normal seasonal decline, accentuated by the
economic crisis, now beginning in meat packing and agricultural
machinery plants will be accompanied by a still sharper offensive
against the workers in these industries, maturing the present deep

iscontent into sharp struggles.

The response of over 100,000 workers in Chicago, Milwaukee,
St. Lf)uis, Springfield, Rockford and smaller cities throughout
the District to the call of the Party and the Trade Union Unity
League on March 6 shows most clearly the widespread character
and depth of the radicalization of the workers in the District.
The .M-’lrch 6 demonstrations as well as the preparatory demon-
strations which preceded them in Chicago and Milwaukee were
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of the utmost political significance and become further factors in
increasing the will of the masses to struggle. These demonstra-
tions, however, were still primarily demonstrations of the unem-
ployed, only a relatively few workers leaving the factories; indi-
cating that much more work, especially organization, must be
done by the Party in the District among the factory workers.

3. The fascist development which is taking place throughout
the entire country as a result of the economic crisis, the sharpen-
ing class struggles and the preparations of the American bour-
geoisie for war, is especially marked in the Chicago District prin-
cipally due to the large concentration of basic and war industries
there on which the Party has concentrated which makes the bour-
geoisie particularly vicious in their efforts to crush the revolu-
tionary workers’ organizati and to the lete interlocking
of finance capital (Strong Committee, Insull Dawes, etc.) the
State and city government, the racketeers, the underworld gang-
sters and the leadership of the American Federation of Labor
unions. The use of police, sheriffs, the militia, the deputized
United Mine Workers of America gangsters to break the miners
strike ; the raids on the headquarters of the Party and of other
revolutionary organizations, with the smashing of desks, typewrit-
ers, etc., the hundreds of arrests during the past few months (since
August 1st) ; the arrest of hundreds of comrades and unemployed
workers during the prey Ty ployed d rations, fol-
lowed by the brutal beatings in the jails ; the raids on the Milwau-
kee headquarters by the “socialist” police, the arrest and sentencing
of the leading comrades to three and to six months jail terms; the
open participation in support of this terror campaign by the AFL
(Durkin, Oscar Nelson,) etc., are all indications of the sharp
character of the bosses’ fascist offensive in the Chicago District.

4. In these situations, definite progress has been made by the
Party. The general political level of the Party has been raised.
The section leadership of the Party has been strengthened. The
Party has been established as the leader of large mass struggles
in Milwaukee and Southern Illinois, whereas previously the Party
in these places was almost non-existant. The success of the
Party in Milwaukee is of particular importance because of the
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strong position of the Socialist Party there which our Party is
now challenging for the first time. The large number of factory
gate meetings, the wide distribution of leaflets and bulletins at
the shops in connection with all of the recent campaigns (August
1st, TUUL convention, Party anniversary, TUUL and Party un-
employment conferences, March 6, etc.) has greatly extended the
influence of the Party. )

The carrying through of the struggle in the coal fields against
Lewis and Fishwick, the struggle against the Musteite policies
of Watt, and the energetic carrying through of the December
strike were very substantial achievements for the Party and were
of national significance in the fight against the UMWA for the
building of the National Miners Union and in the preparations for
the September 1st nation-wide strike, for which the District must
now also further prepare.

In Negro work, which had previously been neglected by the
Party to the point where there were no active Negro members,
the Party has made a substantial beginning; about 85 Negro
members having been recruited and the Negro question now
occupying the attention of the Party.

The recruiting drive in the district during which over 600
new recruits, mostly from the basic industries, a considerable
number of which were Negroes, were brought into the Party, is
a definite sign of progress. These new members, if they are de-
veloped and fully drawn into Party work, can greatly strengthen
the Party’s future work. .

The mobilization of 50,000 workers on March 6 in Chicago,
despite the police terror which partly resulted from the energetic
preparatory work of the Party and which necessitated the semi
legal functioning of the Party for two weeks prior to March 6
as well as the mobilization of over 50,000 more in Milwaukee and
other outlying industrial towns (St. Louis, Springfield, Rockford,
etc.) was a major achievement for District Eight. March 6
greatly deepened the influence of the Party among the masses and
extended greatly the Party. These achievements are indications
of the correct political line of the Party leadership on one hand
and of the energetic carrying through of this line in practice on
the other.
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5. The Plenum especially notes and fully endorses the struggle
which has been consistently waged with the help of the Central

C i against all mani: ions of the Right danger in. prac-
tical work and against the Right and conciliatory elements in the
Party.

The right danger in the mass work of our Party is not only
great because of the sharp turn which the Party has had to make
to lead the sharpened class struggles of the third period, but this
turn becomes increasingly difficult because of many bad heritages

in our Party—social-d, and syndicalist ¢ P and
organizational forms, opportunist conceptions carried over from
the Lo Pepper regime, ionalism, trade union ideology,

lack of theoretical training, language separatism, lack of a clear
understanding of the new line, etc. The weakness of the En-
lightenment Campaign which tended to take on a purely formal
character in the Chicago District, is a contributing factor, to-
gether with the past bad heritages and the sharpened class strug-
gles, for the recent sharp Right, conciliatory and certain clique
tendencies. All these factors make necessary that the entire Party
be on guard against opportunism especially in the daily mass work
of the Party.

The sharp struggle against the Right opportunist line followed
by some comrades (Corbishley, Voizey in the coal fields and
Feingold in the needle trades) was a pre-requisite for the success-
ful carrying through of mass struggles. The removal of these
comrades from their posts when they resisted the efforts of the
District Polbureau to correct their line was politically correct. The
theories of Feingold of “no radicalization in the needle trades,”
of a “genuine lockout” in the millinery strike, and his defeatist
line on the possibilities of building the Needle Trades Workers
Industrial Union, as well as the defeatist, pessimistic outlook and
the stubborn retention of old trade union conceptions and methods
by Corbishly, Voizey, Taylor, etc., are incompatible with the hold-
ing of leading positions in the Party or the revolutionary unions.

The sharp fight against intolerable white ini if
tions in St. Louis and in the Lithuanian fraction; the beginning
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of the fight against the strong Right and petty-bourgeois nation-
ist tendencies in the language fractions and press was correct.'
The fight against the conciliatory position of Held and Cline
which in the course of its development became an open nght
position was equally correct and necessary. The open protection
given to the Right clements by Cline, under the slogan of “no
killings,” etc., and the simultaneous carrying on of a struggle
against the District leadership by the demogogical use of the cor-
rect slogan of “self criticism,” could not be tolerated. The open
effort of Held to mobilize the functionaries against the leadership
with Cline’s collaboration in the preparation of his speech, the
failure of Cline to inform the Secretariat or Political Committee
of the line Held was developing and the later boisterous, deceitful
denunciation of Held while continuing the same line and carrying
on the same struggle against the District leadership, shows clearly
unprincipledness, the continuation of factional methods and .thc
development of an open Right wing line and therefore the im-
p‘“;ib“i‘)' of these comrades holding leading positions in the
arty.

While the Distric

i t leadership in the early stages of the fight
against clique tende,

) ncies and unprincipledness on the part of cer;
tain comrades (Sklar, Milgrom, Reed), made certain mistakes 0
Wrong approach to comrades, which were recognized and cor-
rected, the fight against the Right and conciliatory elements
(Cline, Helq, Feingold, Corbishly, etc.) was correctly and ener-
getically carrieq through and in the course of which Cline and
Held were isolated, gnq 5 defnite political consolidation was
achieved in the District Polcom and throughout the Party.

6. Together With the success of the District in mass work. an_d
the correct fight against Right and conciliatory elements, it 1S
Taessary o emphasize and to call the attention of the District t0
oy Weaknesses which still manifest themselves in its work,
mostly of an organizationg) character, In the mining strike the
special resolution of the Polcom already pointed out certain weak-
nesses  (insufficient bringing forward of local demands, insuffi-
clent attention to the political preparation of the Belleville con-
vention, lack of preparation for the strike, etc.). In the Recruit-
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ing drive there was a slowness in preparing the drive and an in-
sufficient linking up of the recruiting with the mass work of the
Party, insufficient mobilization of the entire Party, insufficient
follow-up to see that the drive was pushed forward on all fronts,
the organization of only one shop and six mine nuclei during the
drive and absolutely impermissible practice of issuing cards to
new members without initiation stamps, the insufficient training
and drawing the new members into the work, etc. The trade
union fraction work of the Party and the building of the TUUL
lags woefully behind the possibilities of this work in the present
penod The unemployed work and the preparation for the March

1 rations, while showing an impr over previous
d ions and campaigns, Haiti, Mexico, etc., suffered great-
ly from organizati ) Ily among the employed

workers. Much factory work has been done from the outside
of an agitational and organizational character, but the work of
the shop nuclei and the building of shop committees is still very
weak. There was insufficient attention given to the Young Com-
munist League and a certain wrong relationship was permitted
to exist which must be speedily overcome.

7- The task of overcoming these weaknesses and thoroughly
preparing the Party for leadership in the developing mass strug-
gles must be taken up energetically by the District. Complete
unity must be established in the leading committees and through-
out the Party on the basis of the line laid down in the Central
Committee Plenum. The widest possible discussions must be de-
veloped among the functionaries and in the units to consolidate
the Party on the Central Committee line. All Right and concilia-
tory elements must be sharply fought and if they persist in their
line, removed from their positions.

The Partys’ shop work must be strengthened, not only to
strengthen the regular units of the Party but especially to have
the roots of the Party deep in the factories to meet the efforts
of the bourgeoisie to drive the Party into illegality in this period
of sharpened class struggles and preparation for imperialist war.
Special concentration must be made on the mining, steel, ma-
chinery, meat packing industries. While still further strengthen-
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ing the agitational and p work, special i
be given to the organizational phases of this work. Shop nuclei
must be built and made to function in the shops. The illegal ap-
Paratus of the Party must be immediately completed. The mobili-
zation of the Party for the Trade Union Unity League recruiting
drive must be complete, This campaign involves not only the. Te-
cruiting of new TUUL members, but the setting up and activiz-
ing of the Party fractions and through them the establishment of
TUUL shop committees with central bodies and a functioning
TUUL organization on both a city and industrial basis. In this
connection much greater attention must be given to the new revo-
lutionary unions, the National Miners Union and the National
Textile Workers Industrial Union,

The unemployed councils must be strengthened and the strglggle
for social insurance and relief for the unemployed must be linked
up with our broader political demands and energetically _p“5h°d
forward. The setting up of committees of action uniting the
unemployed and employed must be carried through. The conven-
tion t'o be held in Ohi(:ago on July 4 and 5 of the unemployed
Sopecially requires an intensification of the work of the Party
among the unemployed,

The preparations for the mass political strike on May 1st must

Placed as the mogs immediate and decisive task. The weak-
nesses in the March 6t preparations (failure to set up committees
of action, failure to secure the organized participation of the
revolutionary unions, the TUUL or other workers' miass organi-
Zations, Sympathy for strike in shops, but no organization with
}Vhlch to pull the strikes, etc.) and the organizational weaknesses
in the demonstration itself must be studied and overcome before
and on May g,

In all the wory of the Party the struggle against the fascists
Of the A. F. of L. an the social fascists of the Socialist Party
and the Musteites must be strengthened. The broader political
aspects of the work must be developed and kept in the foreground
and all the work of g Party must have as its objective the prep-
3ration and €arrying through of the election campaign. Candi-
dates must be Put up throughout the district in the Congressional
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and local elections and the broadest possible election campaign de-
veloped on a united front from below basis.

The neglect of the Daily Worker and literature sales in the
past must be overcome by immediately selecting a capable comrade
as Daily Worker agent and the setting up of a Daily Worker ap-
paratus throughout the Party. In the present Daily Worker
drive, the Party in the District must be fully mohlhzed and the
quota for new subs, factory and
must be energetlcally carried through.

The carrying out of these tasks, the overcoming of the many

and wrong ies can only be accomplished on
the basis of the widest d P and of self-
criticism in the District. The critical exammanon which the Pol-
com has made of past campaigns and the discussion before the
units and functionaries meetings must be greatly extended. Self
criticism must become a weapon for purging the Pérty of all
wrong tendencies and the leadership of all looseness in work and
bureaucratic tendencies.

The drawing in and training of new cadres for the work of
the party and the auxiliaries must be placed in the foreground.

The Party has shown its ability in the past to moblize masses

of workers for mass meetings and demonstrations. It is now nec-
essary to utilize the favorable sentiment which the Party has cre-
ated to strengthen the Party and the revolutionary unions in the
District organizationally. The gap between the Party’s broad influ-
ence on the one hand and its organizational weaknesses on the
other must be closed by systematically develcpmg all phases of
Party work (especially shop nuclei, trade union fractions, shop
committees and TUUL) This is the principal task before the
Dnstnct The carrymg through of this task can be realized by

the in the district, by com-
pletely umfymg the leadership, by persistent self-criticism of all
errors and weaknesses and the energetic mobilization of the whole
Party for participation in mass work.




Tasks of Our Party in the South

Econowmic anp PoLrticar. Srruatron

I HE situation in the South today confirms the previous esti-
mates and perspectives laid down in the October thesis and
makes clear the correctness of the thesis of the Sixth C?ngf .. of
the Communist International and the Tenth Plengm in placing
the greatest emphasis on the importance of basing our Party
solidly in the magses of Southern workers—Negro and white.

In particular does the present situation and the work of our
Party over the period of a year confirm in the clearest manner
the correctness of the Comintern in instructing our Party to con-
centrate its efforts among the Negro masses of the South :ml::
bring forward in the sharpest manner the central demand of ful
social, economic anq political equality for Negroes. i

In this field of struggle our Party in the South has made its
most pronounced advance,

2. The economic situation in the South shows all the charac-
{oristics of the national cconomic erise with cortain special fea-
tures which must e emphasized: (a) The industrialization of
the South has beey, lished by the superimposing on a semi-
feudal agricultura] echon:y the most modern type of rationalized
industry anq the herding into the huge industries of an army of
workers recruiteq directly from the countryside. (b) The stan-
dard of living (ang g general social status) of the Southern
masses is beloy that of the American working class in general, a
big Percentage of the Workers and their families in textile (rayon)
chemical, tobaceo, furniture manufacture, etc., actually living be-
low the subsistence Joye (d) The crisis in the South is felt with
8reater force in g, new, highly rationalized industries and, since
thcse. are the basig of the Southern “boom,” and the workers
therein having haq little or no experience in organization or tradi-
tion of struggle, ;¢ has been possible for the capitalists to place
more of the burden of the crisis on the masses than has been the
case in the North, (e) Unemployment has decidedly more of a

[54]
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mass character in the South than in the North (i. e., a greater
proportion of the workers are loyed or partially employed).
(f) With so great a proportion of the masses living below the
subsistence level, with no accumulated savings of any kind, the
Southern workers are experiencing actual starvation and pauper-
ism to a far greater extent than the workers of the North.

3. The actual curtailment of pr in almost all i
is accompanied by improved rationalization processes which con-
tinue to maintain or even increase output with few workers. The
Loray Mill (Gastonia) is closed completely while at the same
time the number of spindles per worker in operating mills shows
a considerable increase.
workers because a machine which enables one worker to produce
the output of fourteen workers has been installed. In another

The Reynolds Tobacco Company only last week discharged goo
workers because a machine which enables one worker to produce
the output of fourteen workers has been installed. In another
factory a wage cut of 40% has been announced.

4. The industrial crisis is accompanied by a severe agricultural
crisis which deepens and sharpens it. Prices of tobacco and cot-
ton (the two Southern staples) have dropped sharply. As in the
North, curtailment of agricultural production by at least 15%
is advocated by the federal department of agricuiture. With the
curtailment of production of the textile industry (there is an inter-
national crisis of a chronic character) and the reduction of the
buying power of the masses through unemployment part-time
and wage cuts, the prospect is for a still greater reduction of the
living standards of the agrarian masses by the fact of small crops
of cotton and tobacco accompanied by falling prices.

The acute unemployment is increased at a rapid rate by the
influx of farmers, share croppers and tenant farmers into the
industrial centers.

6. The Southern capitalist class and its government are con-
ducting the most vicious offensive against the working class and
our Party. Negro workers and our Negro organizers feel most
severely the effects of this drive. It is directed principally against
the growing unity of the Negro and white workers on the basis
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of full equality for Negroes—which is the basis of all our work
in the South. The intensity of the drive affords a valuable means
of measuring the mass discontent and the will of the workers for
struggle since it is directed mainly against our Party and the
struggles which it leads, and has as its objective the complete
isolation of our Party from the masses through legal and fascist
methods to drive it into illegality or exterminate it. All of our
organizers face many months or years in the penitentiary, jail or
the chain gang.

. Street meetings have been prohibited entirely by special decl_rces
m a number of important cities, in others they are prohibited
when the workers are out of the factories (Winston-Salem,
morning, noon and in the early evening.)

Open fascist terrorism is planned to supplement the dozens of
archaic suppressive Jaws which are in themselves evidence of tl}e
low social status of the Southern masses. Every legal pretext is
ultilized to arrest anq jail our organizers and militant workers.
T‘.'e.fa“i“ Program of the ruling class is to be seen in the per-
fmission given to the American Legion and other fascist organiza-
tions to parade and demonstrate on May Day in a number of
important Southern cities.

7-. The role of the American Federation of Labor and its social
fascist Muste wing is that of defenders of the attacks on our
Party and the masses. Its leaders appear openly as informers
and provocateurs, (In Atlanta an official of the State Federa-
tion of Labor appeared as a state witness against our comrades.)
In B!rmingham the “Labor Advocate,” official AFL organ, calls
openly for faseist action against our organizers. (First page edi-
torial headed “Tpis Way Out,” March 15th, 1930. The house
‘i"fam"“; of our comrades was bombed on March 31st in Birming-

hThe AFL and the Muste wing received the public support of
the press, pulpit and capitalists. President Green is welcomed by
chambers of Commerce. The fascists and social fascists appeal
openly to the capitalists on the basis of hatred for Negroes.

.I" 10 other section of the country has the AFL and its Muste
WINg appeared more openly as the defender of capitalism. The
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Socialist Party is weak in the South, but its official organ supports
the Musteites and gives aid and comfort to the drive of the cap-
italists and their government against the working class and our
Party.

8. The unbearable burdens placed upon the masses by ration-
alization, mass unemployment and the suppressive measures of
the capitalists has created the objective conditions for big strug-
gles and there is concrete evidence of the will of the masses for
struggle for the program of our Party and under its lcadershlp
The March 6th demonstrations which, while having many serious
shortcomings, were of a mass character and very mlllta.nt—-Cha.r—
lotte—workers coming out for ions without leadersh
—Rict d and other cities—increase in Party membership, al-
most spontaneous formation of Party units by workers, influx of
members into TUUL, many successful meenngs oft Negro and
white workers, extremely f: P of our lif
speakers, etc.

Unemployed councils must be established in all the important
centers and a huge delegation (2,000) sent to the Chicago Unem-
ployed Convention.

9. In the present situation the importance of the role of our
Party in organizing and leading mass struggles is of far greater
importance than ever before. The fact that our Party has per-
mitted a certain slowing down of our activity at various times,
and that we have not yet been able to expose completely and de-
feat the AFL and the Musteites—the most effective instruments
of the capitalists—must be ascribed to the tendency to approach
the question of our work in the South in a formal way, to under-
estimate in practice the basic importance of work in the South—
approximately one-third of the United States in territorial area,
with a population of 40,000,000 whose working class produces one
sixth of the total industrial output of America, workmg in con-

d and highly rationalized industries, two-thirds
of the Negro populatlon and where the struggle for social, eco-
nomic and political equality takes on its sharpest form.

Evidence of this underestimation in practice is shown by the
fact that this huge area with its bitterly exploited and oppressed
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industrial and agrarian workers is still one District with only one
Party organizer in the field, in the fact that our Southern Party
papers is not yet published and that the response to the appeal for
funds to found it (directed principally to the language fractions)
bas been sh y inad ; in the weak of our forces
in the South generally; in the failure to keep the Gastonia case
in the center of our defense work; in constant shifting and with-
drawal of forces, in our inability to secure capable organizers for
the American Negro Labor Congress, the weakness in systemat-
ically developing new forces, delay in establishing the TUUL on
2 District scale, insufficient effort to set up functioning fractions
in the National Textile Workers Union, lack of sufficient coordi-
nation of the work of our various departments.

The center of gravity of Party work in the South is the work
among Negroes who are decisive strata among toiling masses in
the South, as well as the weight of the burden of rationah.zatmn
and unemployment in the various industries. This criterion of
revolutionary strategy, and not mechanically applied considera-
tion of relative importance of heavy and light industries, must
determine the main field of Party ‘mass activity in the South.
From this point of view great importance is acquired by the Party
wc_Jrk in the coal and marine transport industries, as well as .the
railroad, steel, the rayon section of the textile industry (Virginia),
chemical industries as well as agriculture, in all of which Negro
workers occupy a large and strategic position. Directing atten-
tion to these industries must on no account signify any slackening
of work in textiles, which is the largest single industry in the
So‘.“h and also the present storm-center of class struggle, as well
2 inducing 3 growing body of Negro workers (Georgia), tobacco
mdustl’.y, et¢., which must continue in the forefront of our work,
for which there must be a decided strengthening of our forces.

10. Our work stj)l suffers from the fact that our entry into
lhe. Struggle in the South was made in an unplanned manner, that
serious mistakes were made in Negro work, in trade union work
and in our general activity in the early period. Because of this
Wwe were forced for a time to fight on battleground chosen by our
class enemies anq were unable to reach out of the textile industry
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and broaden our base among the masses of workers in other in-
dustries.

For the same reason our earliest work was largely of an agita-
tional and pr da char: essary and indispensabl
bllt il’ls ffici [y ied 1 i i

Following the end of the Gastonia trial there was a wide gap
in our activity and the continuity of our campaigns were seriously
interrupted. At the same time, while emphasis was correctly
placed on organization work, the elementary tasks of wide mass
agitation which plays such an important role among the Southern
masses, have not been carried out on a sufficiently broad basis.

Neither have we popularized sufficiently issues such as the de-
mand for social insurance, abolition of the chain gang system,
abolition of vagrancy laws, abolition of peonage, etc., full fran-
chise for Negroes, etc., against company stores, company towns.
having a direct connection with the life of the masses.

Tendencies to minimize the achi of our Party in the
initial struggle around Gastonia (expressed in the idea that Gas-
tonia was a defeat) must be sharply combatted.

Our struggle against the AFL fascist and its social fascist
Muste wing has suffered from the same defects. It is necessary
to carry on the broadest mass agitation against and exp: of
these class enemies and our whole campaign has been too narrow,
especially in recent months due to lack of and weakness of forces.
This has resulted in certain advances being made by those im-
peralist agents.

11. We must now prepare and launch an offensive of a mass
character. The social basis of the AFL in the South, because of
the high degree of rationalization, and the lly low social
status of the masses, is narrower than in the North. It is being
narrowed still further by the wage cuts and increased intensity of
rationalization made possible by mass unemployment.

Our perspective must be for the defeat of the AFL and its
Muste wing in the mass industries of the South.

12. The perspective of the TUUL and its affiliated unions
must be that of having within six months a total membership
far greater than that of the AFL.
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Increase of forces and mobilization of the Party for this task
must be secured at once and every opportunity seized upon to
develop mass struggles.

13. Our Party in the South must be strengthened at once in
Preparation for the May Day strikes and demonstrations. They
must be of a far broader and of a more definite political character
than the March 6th demonstrations. They must be built around
elementary popular issues combined with our main political slo-
gans and be an integral part of our preparation for the coming
elections,

Unconditional release of political prisoners, disarming of fascist
bands, the right of the workers to self-defense against armed at-
tack of their enemies, mass struggle against legal persecution of
workers and their leaders centering around the main slogan of
a political strike for such demands, must be popularized in the

ay Day actions and in the coming election campaign.

14. Our election campaign must cover the entire South. The
whole forces of the Party must be drawn into the work. We
must look upon the election campaign as one of the most im-
Portant ways of fighting against the attempts to drive us into
illegality, Native Southern workers must be put up as candi-
dates for important offce.

All auxiliaries must be instructed to mobilize their forces for
our election campaign.

The big Percentage of women and youth, more than 50% in
all Southern industry (except steel, lumber and transport) re-
Auires leadership and more intensive work.

I5- The necessity for continual struggle against the right
darfg" as it appears in practice must be carried on more ener-
getically. Especially is the right danger a serious menace as it
aPpears in the conduct of trade union work. There is a tendency,

ecause experience has shown that the Negro masses respond to
OUr program and organizational work, to be satisfied with the
Organization of only Negro workers into the unions. If the
white workers do not respond, or if their response is not so im-
mediate as that of the Negro workers, there is no sufficient effort
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made to continue to appeal to the white workers on the basis of
full equality for the Negro workers.

This amounts to abandonment of the whole struggle again'st
race prejudice and if carried only slightly further can result in
the complete perversion of our Party program by the formation
of Jim Crow unions while formally maintaining the slogan of
full equality. Such tendencies must be eliminated. .

They are especially dangerous since our whole ex'pericn'ce‘ in

the South shows that difficulties of batting white
among the masses of workers has been greatly exaggerated, shat
ustrialization, i i ionalization and mass

ment, coupled with the most vicious forms of oppression, legal
and extra-legal, is breaking down race prejudice to an extent some
comrades fail to see.

Far more emphasis must be given to our agitation and propa-
ganda and in our practical work to the duty of the white workers
to take the initiative in the struggle for full equality for Negroes
and not to place the main burden of the struggle on the Negro
masses.

16. The slogan of self determination must be brought for-
ward in all our work as an agitational and propaganda slogan.
Especially must this slogan be utilized in the struggle against
the Garveyites and in the work of the American Negro Labor
Congress.” While our Party fully recognizes the right of the Ne-
8r0 masses to self-determination to the point of separation, t‘hlls
slogan must not supercede the struggle and slogan of full e
political and economic equality and must not be permitted to :
generate into segregation—the vulgar interpretation placed on lll‘ oy
the bourgeois and petty-bourgeois elements and others under their
influence. h

17. The ANLC must send more capable forces to the So;t
and begin at once especially the penetration of the agrarian dis®
tricts.

18. Our Party must adopt and put into effect a program of
action in the rural districts. The agrarian crisis and the histor
ically bad economic and social conditions of the Southern agrar-
ian masses have laid the basis for our Party.
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Especially must we intensify our work among the Negro
masses of the countryside. A special section of our election pro-
gram must be worked out for activity in this field. In our work
in the Southern agrarian regions we must raise such concrete de-
mands as abolition of taxes for tenant farmers, share croppers,
moratorium for chattel mortgages, etc. A program of action and
demands must be worked out for the organization of the ag"‘:“!'
tural workers. The TUUL must see that our work for organi-
zation of the agricultural workers is not separated from the w.ork
of its Agricultural League in the North. All our union fractions
must guard against any tendency to separate their work in the
South from that of the North.

19. The election of the Red International of Labor Unions
delegates must be used to popularize the RILU among the Negro
and white workers and direct attention to the international char-
acter of their struggles. At least 25% of the 50,000 new members
to be recruited by the TUUL by June 3o0th should come from
the Southern industries, Rank and file organizing committees
must be elected at once, Revolutionary competition must be de-
veloped between sections, We must make special efforts to have
big Southern delegations to all coming trade union conventions.

20. Our struggle for the defense of the Soviet Union and
against the imperialist war danger must take on more of a popular
character since the Southern bourgeoisie and the petty-bourgeoisie
are the most vicious and ardent supporters of patriotism, mllltfit-
1sm and imperialism, Socialist construction in the Soviet Union
must be contrasted with the terrible conditions of the Southern
masses. In the South are located extensive war industries—
chemical, rayon, etc. We must concentrate our campaign among
the masses in those industries.

21. Our Party and the Southern working class are meeting
furious attacks having definite fascist characteristics. Workers
Defense Corps must be popularized on the basis of the numerous
concrete experiences of the Southern workers. Their organiza-
tions must be undertaken seriously and carried on under strict
control of our Party,
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22. Organizational Proposals: The building of our Party must
proceed more rapidly. More forces must be sent to the South
and the most intensive efforts made for the development of new
forces from the ranks of the Southern workers. Our Southern
paper must be established at once. Mass recruiting must be a
daily part of all our work. We are extremely weak in shop nuclei
and special efforts shall be begun at once to increase the number of
these. A minimum of six shop bulletins within the next six weeks
must be one of our objectives. They must be issued regularly
in decisive centers.

A district organizer must be selected for Birmingham, a con-
ference held, provisional directing committee elected and prepara-
tions begun for building a second District with Birmingham as its
headquarters. A director for work among Negro masses shall be
sent South at once. A full-time six-week Party training school
shall be established in some Southern centers. A number Qf. col-
onizers must be secured for the decisive industries. Additional
forces for the TUUL must be secured. We must make an en-
deavor to put in the field a full-time manager for our Southern
election campaign.



Resolution on the Organization of Factory Nuclei

1. LESS than 10% of the Party membership is organized into

factory nuclei. Of the present membership of approximate-
ly 15,000 only 1,189 members are in factory nuclei, the total num-
ber of which is at present 140. It goes without saying that the
number of street nuclei outnumber the factory nuclei many times.
The importance of the factory nuclei with regard to their par-
ticipation in the campaigns of the Party is even less than the
number of the factory nuclei in proportion to the total number
of nuclei or the membership organized within them to the total
membership. The Factory Nuclei, in the main, have been passive
and have not fulfilled even the most elementary work except in
isolated cases. This condition is not the same in all Districts. In
such industrial Districts as Pittsburgh, Cleveland, Detroit, the
number of the factory nuclei is almost equal to the street nuclei
and a considerable section of the membership of these Districts is
organized within them, while in such Districts as New York, Cali-
fornia, the membership organized into the factory nuclei is less
than 2%. But even in the Districts where a considerable number
of the membership are in the factory nuclei these nuclei do not
play a role in proportion to their membership while if they were
really functioning nuclei their influence in these Districts would
be decisive.

During the recent recruiting campaign only 76 factory nuclei
were established and the majority of these factory nuclei were
formed in but a few Districts (Boston, 14; Pittsburgh, 12; De-
troit, 10; Cleveland, 8; Minnesota, 8), while such Districts as
New York and Chicago succeeded in forming but a very few fac-
tory nuclei.

With regard to the activity of the factory nuclei the situa-
tion does not present a better picture. Even such an elementary
task as the publication of shop papers is not carried out by the
majority of the factory nuclei. Of the go factory papers reported
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a large number are published in factories where there exist as yet
no factory nuclei (in New York District there are reported 21 fac-
tory papers only three of which are published by the factory
nuclei while the remaining 10 factory nuclei do not publish papers
and there are 18 papers published where no factory nuclei have
been formed). Of the papers published most of them are not
published by the factory nuclei directly, but by the District Com-
mittees with but very little participation of the factory r!uchI.
There are even cases where the papers published by the District
and distributed by comrades outside of the factory nucleus are
unknown to the members of the nucleus until they receive a copy
Just like the rest of the workers.

Activity is not conducted by the factory nuclei in a systematic
manner inside the factories and literature distributed is very hap-
hazard. There is lack of understanding of regular and systematic
agitation, of bringing into the factories the Party campaigns, of
building TUUL shop committees, as well as very little recruiting.

We must note that very few members were recruited by the
factory nuclei in the recent recruiting campaigns and that_there
are factory nuclei in all cities existing for many years without
a single new member having been recruited directly by the nucleus
ffom the factory. Often the work of the factory nuclei is car-
ried on by the neighboring street nuclei and by comrades assxg.'neﬂ
by the local committees from time to time. Its work in the main 1s
limited to occasional literature distribution, sales of the Daily
Worker and the distribution of the factory paper.

At the same time we can observe that in those instances where
the factory nuclei undertake systematic work on the inside fo
bring the campaigns and slogans of the Party to the workers i
the shops, the Party has succeeded in bringing the workers to
demonstrations, enroll them into the TUUL, build factory com-
mittees, sell the Party literature, secure subscriptions to the Daily
‘Worker and raise considerably the prestige of the Party among
the workers, thus clearly illustrating the fact that only through
the penetration of the factories and the establishment of iactm_‘y
nuclei within thenr will the Party be able to gain the leadership
over the masses of the workers.
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3. We must note that in the recent recruiting campaign con-
siderable headway was made in orientating the activity of the
Party upon the factories. The main line of the Party in the
recruitment campaign was upon the factories. There can be no
doubt that the orientation upon the factories, seriously begun and
systematically followed up during the recent recruiting campaign
has already begun to make itself felt and if followed up during
the coming period will be reflected in the complete reorganization
of the Party on the basis of factory nuclei. The recent recruit-
ment campaign through the recruiting of semi-skilled and un-
skilled workers from the basic industries, who constitute the
majority of those recruited, laid the basis for the complete trans-
formation of the Party on the basis of factory nuclei. Also it
must be borne in mind that the present 140 factory nuclei are in
factories employing close to three-quarters of a million workers
and are almost all in the basic industries (steel, auto, mining,
metal, packing, etc.).

Only through the establishment of the Party rooted in the fac-
tories and on the basis of factory nuclei will the Party be able
to overcome the present disproportion between the Party influence
and weakness in organization, establish shop committees, build
the TUUL, educate the masses to Communism and lead the work-
ers in the struggle for the Dictatorship of the Proletariat. The
transformation of the Party on the basis of factory nuclei, the
activization of the factory nuclei and the complete orientation of
the Party on work inside the factories is not a separate organiza-
tional question divorced from the main line of the Party. This
is a political task of the greatest importance indissolubly bound
up with the carrying out of the major task of the Party—the
winning of the masses.

4. While there is no open opposition to work inside the factories
and the building of factory nuclei, there exists a considerable un-
clarity and no less passivity in the ranks of the Party. The
opposition to the building of factory nuclei usually takes the form
of raising all sorts of imaginary difficulties as excuses for not
proceeding more rapidly with the building of factory nuclei. This
is true not only of certain sections of the membership within the
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existing factory nuclei and the comrades inside the factories, but
in the leading committees, sections and districts, The Party must
carry on a i ligh as to the ity to
orientate the whole work of the party on the factories and the
building of factory nuclei. We must popularize the factory
nucleus form of organization among the masses of the workers.
This can best be done through the activization of the factory
nuclei and the publication of literature, the printing of material
in the factory papers explaining the work of the factory nucleus
to the workers. At the same time we must expose all passivity
on the part of the leading committees in orientating their activity
on the factories and the failure to build factory nuclei. In all
districts there must be a careful examination of this activity and
detailed plans formulated and carried out leading to the trans-
formation of the Party to a factory nucleus basis.

5. The following tasks must be carried out in order to change
the present situation and to transform the Party from one of
street nuclei with a sprinkling of weak factory nuclei into a Party
organically connected with the masses in the factories and leading
them through organized factory nuclei in which the bulk of the
membership is organized.

(1) Complete orientation of the Party activity upon the fac-
tories, Every campaign—May Day, struggle for the demands of
the unemployed, for the ANLC Convention in St. Louis, against
imperialist war, and for the defense of the Soviet Union, building
the Trade Union Unity League, the drive for the Daily Worker—
all these campaigns must be centered in the factories. If this is
done and the Party membership and the factory nuclei really
bring these campaigns to the workers inside the shops, the Party
will not only increase its influence but will recruit thousands of
new workers directly from the shops, leading to the formation
of new factory nuclei.

(2) The present membership must wherever possible be formed
into factory nuclei, During the recent drive there have been re-
cruited many new members working in the same factory who as
yet are still scattered in the various street nuclei unknown to each
other and to the leading committees. On the basis of a com-
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plete registration of the membership we will be able to build a
large number of factory nuclei out of the new recruits to the
Party and many of the old members who also, though working
in the same factories, are scattered in the street nuclei unknown
to each other.

(3) The unemployed members of the Party must be organ-
ized into the factory nuclei in the place of their last employment.
Only in this way will we be able to form committees of action
of the employed and unemployed around the factories. At the
same time we must guard against the factory nuclei becoming
organizations of unemployed. This can be overcome by syste-
matic recruiting in the shop and utilization of the unemployed
who maintain their contacts with the workers in the shops, for
activity inside the shops and for recruiting workers from the shop.

(4) One or two comrades not belonging to shop nuclei may be
attached to a shop nucleus near their factory. (Of course such
attached comrades must always be only a small fraction of the
factory nucleus membership.) The factory nucleus to which
such comrades are attached must assist these comrades in the
activity inside their factory with a view of forming a nucleus
there as soon as three comrades work in that factory. The Sec-
tion Committees must give special attention to the forming of
the factory nuclei in such shops where one or two comrades are
employed. When three comrades have been secured in that shop,
but who are unable by themselves to carry on effectively the work
in that shop, the Section should assign a more experienced com-
rade to the newly formed nucleus,

(5) The Districts and Section Committees must approach the
question of the building of the factory nuclei in an organized and
systematic manner. A list of the most important factories in the
basic indusries must be prepared and the work of the organization
centered on these factories, concentrating on a few factories at a
time. Comrades must be sent into these factories where possible
and the work carried on by the neighboring factory and the street
nucleus, with a view of establishing factory nuclei in these shops.
Special attention must be devoted to factory towns.

The fact that the existing factory nuclei show very little life
and activity, places the problem before us not merely of the
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mechanical reorganization of the Party and the building of new
factory nuclei but the activization of the existing factory nuclei
and the detail attention to the work of the factory nuclei at all
times. All Party C i and their Organization Departments
must pay more attention to the activity of the factory nuclei. The
“Party Organizer” must become a forum for the exchange of
experiences and the solution of problems arising on the work of
the factory nuclei. We must not pass over lightly the many prob-
lems that arise in the work in the factories and the work of the
factory nuclei. These problems must be seriously discussed
and solved.

The following are some of the problems that must be given
attention :

(a) Organization of work of shop nuclei despite persecution.
There can be no denial of the fact that work inside the factories
entails certain dangers to the individual Communists. Among
these are loss of job, blacklisting, government p ion, threat
of deportation of non-citizens, terror of the fascist thugs, etc.
This, however, can not be used as an excuse for inactivity. That
must be overcome to the extent possible, minimized to the small-
est degree possible, but cannot become an excuse for inactivity.
It is necessary, on the other hand, to use the utmost caution pos-
sible. The Communists in the factory should not expose themselves
to the bosses and their tools. The individual members must be
known only to the sympathetic workers in the shop. The nucleus,
however, must be known to the workers in the shop through its
activity, which is carried on by the publication of the factory
paper, the, distribution of party literature, individual agitation,
the work of building and leading the shop committees, etc. Nat-
urally this means that the Communist nucleus is to carry on its
work inside the factory as an illegal organization. At the same
time, in the event that a member of the nucleus is fired for being
a Communist, the nucleus without exposing its members must
carry on a struggle in mobilizing the workers, for the right of
every worker in the shop to belong to the Party.

(b) Linking up the factory problems with the political cam-
paigns of the party. One of the problems that must receive major
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attention is to link up the political campaign of the Party with
the struggle for the every-day demands of the workers inside
the shops. Here we must guard against two wrong tendencies :

1. The failure to take up demands and grievances of the work-
ers in the factory, to build the shop committees, the TUUL, etc.

2. The failure to bring the Party slogans and campaigns on all
questions into the factory and skillfully combining them with the
struggle around the grievances arising inside the factory. Neither
with abstract political slogans unrelated to the problems of the
factory, nor by limiting the work of the nuclei to just shop ques-
tions will the nucleus be able to develop the masses and lead them
in the struggle to Communism. By failing to give attention to
the concrete problems in the shop the nucleus will isolate itself
from the workers. By failing to develop the political activity
the nucleus will find that while the workers will follow the Party
in economic struggles, the fascists and social fascists will con-
tinue to maintain political influence,

The life of the nucleus must receive a great deal of attention.
There must be systematic and planful work. The meetings must
be interesting, always taking up questions that vitally concern the
workers in the factory, and at the same time there must be dis-
cussion of political questions. Routine work must be reduced to
a minimum through the nucleus executive taking up many of
these questions and at the same time working out in advance the
agenda for the nucleus meeting. There must be a real division
of work, so that every member will have something to do. Spe-
cial attention must be given to development of functionaries.
Conferences of the nuclei officials should be called regularly.
Every official of the nucleus must have an understudy, so that
when the comrade is fired or transferred to another department,
the remaining comrades will be able to carry on the work unham-
pered. The nucleus meeting must start on time and not last t00
long, otherwise the members who as a rule have to travel home
will not attend regularly.

Technical questions, such as the regular collection of dues, reg-
ular meetings, the time and place of the meeting, are important
questions upon which a great deal depends as to the normal func-
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tioning of the nucleus and its ability to draw in and keep the
new members. The nucleus must give special attention to the
recruiting and work among women, Negro workers, the creation
of nuclei of the Young Communist League, etc.

Shop committees must be given the greatest attention in the
work of the factory nuclei. The nucleus is the fraction in the
shop committee. As a rule the Shop Committees will be built
on a departmental basis, and wherever necessary the nuclei shouid
also be divided upon this basis. In the case where the nucleus
has only one member in a given department shop committee, the
nucleus executive must supervise the work of the comrade in that
shop committee.

Factory papers must be published regularly by every nucleus.
They must really be the organs of the nucleus in the factory and
produced by the nucleus with the assistance of the workers in
the shop. While the Section and District Committees must give
every possible assistance to the publication of the factory papers,
and also supervise the political line of the paper, the paper must
not be produced in the District Office. If this is done the nucleus
will not develop the independent activity which is indispensable.

With regard to the distribution of the factory paper, while it
is permissible and often necessary to supplement the distribution
from the outside, the paper must also be distributed from the
inside by the members of the nucleus and sympathetic workers.

The nucleus must not be content with the sale of the factory
paper but must solicit subscriptions to the Daily Worker, Labor
Unity, the Working Woman, the Liberator, the Young Worker,
etc. The building up of worker correspondents is one of the best
means to create a broad basis for the work of the nucleus and
the development of the workers, drawing them close to the Party.




Resolution on Party Fractions

TO carry through the basic tasks of the Party, namely, the es-

st of Party infl and leadership over the majority
of the working class, which is carried through in life by giving
correct political and organizational leadership to the workers in
all their struggles throughout everyday work in shops and through
our campaigns, we must clearly establish the Party as the van-
guard of the working class, and its relations with all other organi-
zations of the working class, as the “highest form of class organi-
zation of the workers.”

While the basis of our activity must be in the factories, we
must also understand the great importance of organizing and
building broad mass working class organizations, particularly
trade unions, and also all forms of broad non-Party working
class organizations, such as ILD, Cooperatives, Friends of the So-
viet Union, WIR, Labor Sports Union, ANLC, Women’s Organi-
zations, etc., and where these already exist, the necessity of work-
ing actively inside these organizations to win the majority of lhcse
workers under the i and | hip of the C
Party We must combat tendencies which express themselves,
that in this penod it is not necessary to build broad mass work-
ing class organizations to envelope the great mass of the radical-
ized workers and that the Communist Party is the only organiza-
tion necessary. The necessﬁy of really undertaking a serious
campaign to build the unions of the T.U.U.L. and all non-Party
mass organizations as genuine mass non-Party organizations, does
not in any way underestimate the leading role of the Communist
Party nor lessen the imperative necessity of consolidating organi-
zationally the political influence of the Party by continuous re-
cruiting as a constant feature of our work, but on the contrary,
makes this task more burning.

While this correct programmatical task is generally accepted
by the Party, it is not fully realized or carried out in life. This
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is seen by the failure to build real non-Party organizations and
particularly by the neglect and failure of the Party District Com-
mittees to orgamize functioning Party fractions in the Trade
Unions, ILD, FSU, WIR, Cooperatives, LSU, etc.

This reflects two basic wrong tendencies :

1. Underestimation of the necessity of building the broad non-
Party mass organizations and of working inside of those as an
important method of winning influence over the majority of the
working class.

2. A tendency to shrink away from the basic day to day work
amongst the masses. To correct this situation and proceed im-

mediately to a drastic rectification through organizing and activ-
izing all Party fractions in all non-Party mass organizations, is
an i diate important organizational task of the Party.

1. Establish functioning Party fractions. In all non-Party
workers’ and farmers’ organizations (trade unions, cooperatives,
ILD, FSU, ANLC, LSU, cultural fraternal organizations, un-
employment councils, at conferences and conventions in local ad-
ministrative bodies, where there are at least two communists, a
communist fraction must be organized.

2. Role of Party Fractions. The Communist fractions in non-
party mass organizations have as their aim the winning of the
members under their influence and leadership of the Communist
Party. The more devotedly, practically and energetically they
know how to pay attention to the interests of the members, the
better they understand how to link up the fight for the immediate
aims with the struggle for the revolutionary goal of the work-
ing class, the more easily will they succeed in gaining this in-
fluence.

The Party fraction through its activity must win the member-
ship and the organization itself for a revolutionary class line and
for the class struggle (strikes, demonstrations, campaigns, meet-
ings, support press, etc.). At all times the fraction must be con-
scious that it is representing the Communist Party in the mass
organization and all of the local interests of that particular organi-
zation must be subordinated to the interest of the revolutionary
class struggle following a policy based on the program and ac-
tivity of the Communist Party.
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3. Relation of Party to Fractions. The Party fraction is not
a basic unit of the Party. Only shop or street nuclei are basic
units of the Party. The fraction does not determine the main line
or policy of the Party. The policy to be pursued is determined
by the Party Committee (Section, District or Central Committee)
or one of its department. The fraction is the instrument of the
Party in carrying out this policy. The fractions can only make
decisions insofar as they refer to applying the policy in the given
organization. Within the limits of the general Party directives
the fraction shall deal with the question of their inner life and
current work.

When general tasks and activities of the Party in a given mass
organization is discussed by the departments of the Party leading
committee, representatives of the fraction shall be invited. In
case of serious divergence between the fraction and the depart-
ments of the Party, the Party committee shall definitely decide
the matter with representatlve of the Party fracnon present The
decision of the Party C must be carried
out by the fraction.

Every member of the Party fraction in the mass organization
should remember that he represents before the masses the Party
as a whole and thus the mistakes and errors will effect the influ-
ence and prestige of the Party before the non-Party masses.
From this same point of view the Party leading committee shall
pay more attention to the political line and work of the fraction
in the mass organization bearing in mind and remembering that
the Party District Committee is responsible for the whole work
of the Party.

Candid for all i i etc., shall be nomi-
nated by the fraction executive and approved by the proper Party
committee which has the right to eliminate or propose other can-
didates.

The organization department is responsible to the leading
Party committee for the organization and supervision of the fun-
tioning of the fraction, the policy to be pursued is determined by
the Party executive or such department as it might designate.

4. How to Organize Fractions and Structure. The Party shall
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compile through varmus registration means—the list of all Party
bers in each i The Party b in each or-
ganization shall be called to a meeting and establish as the Party
fraction. A complete role of all Party members eligible, shall be
established. Every fraction must have a secretary. The Party
fraction must meet regularly before every meeting of the organi-
zation. Where the fraction is a large one, an executive bureau
shall be established for preparing the work of the fraction, etc.

Attendance and activity is a Party duty and failure to carry
out fraction activity will result in Party pressure, even to dis-
ciplinary measures being taken against the comrade involved.

Fractions shall be - organized in all the various divisions of all

g their as well as all conventions.
Thxs fraction structure from top to bottom of each mass organi-
zation must not function as a separate apparatus. The fraction
of each sub-division (City, Section, District or National) is subor-
dinate to the respective Party Committee. Fractions are not sub-
ordinate to higher fractions but only to Party committee.

5. Duties and Functions of Fractions. Every Party fraction
must carry through the Party line worked out for the specific
organization. All of its work must be conducted from the view-
point of extending the influence of the Party over wide masses of
workers. All the Party campaigns must be brought by the frac-
tion to the masses of each organization. The fraction must win
the entire members}up and strive to win the entire organization to
participate in all mass meetings, campaigns, demonstrations, elec-
tions, support of Daily Worker, etc.

In reformist organizations the fraction must put forward a
class program on which it conducts a struggle to win the member-
ship and its support. As regards the mass organizations already
under the influence of the Party it is not sufficient to be only a
fluent speaker. In such organizations the Party members must
show other workers that they are not only good propagandists of
a correct platform or policy, but that they are able and capable
on the basis of revolutionary class platform to fight for the
everyday interests of the workers and defending their concrete
immediate demands. The Party members organized in these
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orgamzanons must show an example of leadershnp in building

the its g its function-
mg ‘While the tacncs of carrying through Party pohcy may d|ﬁer
in various with different i

impermissible to follow a policy of trailing behmd the masses.
If we have a task to pursue it is the duty of the fraction to carry
through this task overcoming the prejudices which backward
workers in the specific organizations might have. It is our duty
to win the workers to our line and if they are not convinced the
first time, that is no reason for not conducting a vigorous cam-
paign and struggle for the particular task or policy.

Seecrric PHASES oF WoRK OF FracTions 1N Trape UNIONS

1. The most important and all embracing fractions are those in
trade unions, in view of the tremendous importance of the trade
unions as the economic mass organ of the working class defending
the interests of the working class. Every member of the Com-
munist Party who is eligible must belong to a trade union. There
can be absolutely no exception to this decision of the Party, and
failure to comply with this decision means failure to carry through
Party instructions and policy.

2. Party fractions must be organized of the Party members in
every union whether TUUL, AFL or independent.

3. The political line of the Party in the trade unions is estab-
lished by the leading committee through the trade union depart-
ment. The building, proper functioning and carrymg through
of this political line effectively is under the supervision of the
Organization Department.

4. The organization of the Party District Trade Union Com-
mittee shall be composed of comrades in the fraction of the TUUL
plus additional comrades not in the fraction who may be added
to help strengthen the committee.

5. Every Party fraction, through its executive or secretary
must submit regular reports to local exccutives, can look for
guidance as far as the Party fraction of same union on a local
scale, but there is to be no direct line of communication between
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the Party fraction of the National Board of each union and the
fraction of each local union or shop committee. Such directives
will be given through Party channels and direct from National
T.U.UL.

6. While Party fractions must meet before every union meet-
ing we must beware of a tendency to be in perpetual meeting.
We must fight against a prevailing tendency in some districts that
our trade union work is limited to discussion in fractions.

7. Party fractions must not take up at their meetings the dis-
cussion of political and economic events but should bring the
Party attitude on all such question to the general meetings of the
local union or shop committee thus explaining the Party line to
those who are non-Party workers.

8. Opportunist tendencies—that it is not necessary to build
Party fractions in the TUUL uni t be sharply batted
Only through the proper functioning of the fractions can the
TUUL and its affiliated unions be built into fighting revolutionary
mass unions and a revolutionary trade union center. On the
district and local TUUL executive the Party fraction (with addi-
tions, if Party Committee sees fit) must function as the Party
Trade Union Committee.

Fractions must take up these questions affecting specifically
their trade union or its being linked into a general movement of
the revolutionary working class.

9. Concentrating on building the TUUL does not mean de-
serting of fraction work in AFL unions. Party fractions must be
established and must be engaged in active work in all AFL
unions.  All tendencies to neglect work in the AFL must be
sharply condemned and corrected. In the AFL locals the Party
fractions must win the influence of the membership away from
the traditional fakers and also the “left” Muste type of misleaders.
This must be done on the basis of the Party fraction putting for-
ward fighting militant policies, to meet the bosses’ offensive on
the living standards of the workers, pointing out that this offensive
is in agreement with the AFL leaders. The Party fraction in all
the AFL unions must build up the TUUL minority groups of all
the workers who respond to the TUUL program.

Vi
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10. All opportunist tendencies connected with the work of the
Party fractions in the mass organizations must be combatted and
defeated, such as,

(a) Tendency to subordinate the everyday local interest of
the particular organization to the interest of the indiv-
idual. Such tendencies lead directly to the separation of
the particular organization from the proletarian class
struggle and leads into a petty bourgeois degeneration of
the organization (Halonen in Finnish Cooperatives).

(b) Attitude that it is not necessary to build Party fractions
in organizations under the influence of the Party. This
is a sectarian tendency and leads to the replacement of
the mass organization by only the Party organization and
is a serious obstacle for mass activity of the Party.

(c) Tendency to neglect work in the reformist trade unions

s also a sectarian attitude and means capitulation and
surrender before difficulties.

SpEcIFIC PHASES oF FRACTION WORK IN AUXILIARIES

The general Party policy in the auxiliary organizations is
worked out by the Party Committee and the Party fraction in
the National Office of the auxiliary is charged with the carrying
out of this policy.

2. The Organization Department of the Central Committee is
responsible to the Central Committee and the Polburo to see
that the Party fractions nationally carried through this policy and
that the auxiliary is functioning and organizing its work correctly.

On a district scale the District Buro is politically responsible
for the activity and growth of the various auxiliaries.

4. On the question of personnel (such as District Secretaries
of each auxiliary) the Party National fraction shall propose can-
didates to be ratified by the District Buro where it is proposed to
take the comrade from or send to.

5. The National Party fraction shall not communicate direc-
tives to local Party fractions. Directives shall be sent to each
District Committee either by the Party Central Committee through
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iding it has been approved
of the Central Committee.

6. The District is held responsible for the organizing and func-
tioning of Party fractions in every auxiliary organization.

N S

/ Resolution on Language Work

the Organization Department or by the National Party fraction
y the Organization D

WORK in the language mass organizations has considerable

importance as part of the mass activity of the Party in view
of the necessity to bring the immigrant proletariat closer to the
revolutionary struggles of the working class of the United States
and to win this important stratum of the working class under the
leadership of the Communist Party.

During the last period the Party has made some achievements—
more centralized directives through the establishment of a
Language Department; carrying through of a number of cam-
paigns for the language fractions; more active participation of
the language fractions in the general campaigns of the Party.
Notwithstanding, the work on the language field still remains one
of the weakest factors of the Party’s mass activity. Our frac-
tions in most of the language organizations still manifest stub-
born opportunist tendencies. There are still considerable rem-
nants of separatism and federation and “left” secretarian tenden-
cies in the organizational structure and activity of the Party frac-
tions in the mass organizations and in their work which is sep-
arated from the general activity of the Party and sometimes dis-
plays a tendency to displace the Party.

One of the most outstanding shortcomings and mistakes of
language fractions’ work is the lagging of the Party language
fractions behind the masses and their readiness to fight.

Another widespread shortcoming is the inability of the Party
fractions in the language field to rid themselves of nationalist
ideology and of conducting a sufficiently vigorous and aggressive
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campaign against the nationalism advocated by their respective
bourgeoisie. An outstanding example is, first, the impermissible
opportunist attitude taken by the Jewish Buro in connection
with the uprising in Palestine; secondly, the prevalence of na-
tionalist ideology in many workers’ language schools for children
where the tendency of “developing national culture” still prevails.
This is connected with another tendency still existing in the
language work, namely, insufficient interest in the political and
economic struggles of the working class in the United States.

The Language Buros of the Central Committee did not carry
through the Party campaigns amongst the workers in the mass
organizations sufficiently. In the Party Recruiting Drive only a
few buros manifested systematic activity. The other buros were
far from doing all possible for this campaign.

Federationism still exists among the language fractions. In
certain instances the language buros manifested stubborn
resistance to the line of the Party. Such was the case
with the Czecho-Slovak Buro which failed to proletarianize the
editorial staff of the paper, to exercise self-criticism and to rid
the paper of petty bourgeois influences. Such was also the case
with the Lithuanian Buro where the papers, Laisve and Vilnis,
manifested a petty bourgeois ideology and where the deviation
was not promptly corrected. In many instances the Buros and
the language press failed to take prompt action in fighting against
right wing deviations. (Finnish Cooperative chauvinistic tenden-
cies manifested in Chicago, Lithuanian fraction, etc.) A com-
plete lack of action is to be noticed in the building of the Anti-
Fascist organization (Italian fraction) and a failure to draw the
workers coming from the colonial and semi-colonial countries
under the influence of the Party. Even as yet, a distinct lack of
understanding in regard to the principle of democratic centralism
and communist discipline is to be noticed in several language bu-
ros, a tendency to consider themselves with authority to act
without consulting the Party on major political questions, a lack
of understanding that they are only instruments for carrying out
the political line of the Central Committee, and not basic units,
with a right of independent and separate functioning Party
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self-criticism was not sufficiently applied by the language buros.

G king, the Party I papers do not carry
through the Party campaigns. Some of our papers instead of
being teachers of Marxism and Leninism spread petty bourgeois
ideology amongst the workers. Some flagrant examples of this
shortcoming are:

a. Lithuanian dailies “Laisve” and “Vilnis” while publishing
material of the Party do not infilterate the line of the Party
throughout the rest of the composition of the paper.

b. Trybuna Robotni printed adverti of a religious
fascist literature organization as well as ads of professionals who
were bourgeois candidates for office.

c. Vilnis advertised a jubilee excursion to Lithuania on occasion
of the Lithuanian fascist heir (W. L. K. Wittoff).

d. Printing of Christmas greetings in many papers.

e. Publication in Rovnost Ludo of a letter from a member of
the Socialist Labor Party criticising the Soviet Union without
one word of comment from the editorial staff of the paper.

f. Failure of the Rovnost Ludo to connect up the question of
organization of the unemployed with the problem of the general
situation and the economic crisis.

g. Publication in the Toverita of an article by a Party member
explaining how she denied being a Communist and said to the
police that she voted the straight Republican ticket, when arrested
on March 6th with no editorial comment from the staff.

These few examples clearly show that some of our papers do
not follow the Party line; that they believe that with merely
printing material sent out by the Party they have accomplished
their Communist duty. This is not a Communist line. These
opportunist methods must be stopped, they do not satisfy the
Party or the readers who are workers, who participated in the
ﬁtruggles workers who are part of the American prolctanat which
is ping a counter- ive against the capitalist offensive.
They misunderstood the role of the paper as a mass organizer
of the Party. They have not learned to give all news, and every
event in the line of Communist policy. They have as yet to open
their columns to criticism from the workers in the shops.

L —
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‘While the main trend of the language masses is to become more
and more part of the American working class, as it is expressed
by. the numerous struggles in the mining shoe,, textile and needle
trades field, in which the foreign born workers are a considerable
portion. Some sections of the foreign born workers live mostly in
separate communities and where is developing a peculiar local and
nationalist spirit formented by the petty bourgeois press, lawyers
and business men, who still have influence in many mass organi-
zations of foreign born workers. These petty bourgeois elements
who are still encouraging a nationalist feeling among the masses
are, at the same time, part and parcel of the Amencan bourgeoxsle,
and, therefore, spread the i of the A:
among the masses.

These difficulties and a remnant of nationalism still express-
ing itself among some sections of the foreign born workers are,
however, offset by the growing radicalization of the entire work-
ing class, continually forcing the foreign born workers into the
general struggle of the American working class and the growing
activity of the Communist Party which serves to unite the work-
ers of all languages.

In outlining the work of the Party among the language masses,
we must be guided by the general aim of the Party, of winning
the majority of the workers for the revolutionary class struggle.
For this purpose the language department and the Language
Buros must carry out the following tasks:

1. Fight against the right tendencies, against the conciliators
and agams! any other reformlst influence;; the right tendencies in
the 1 mass express th Ives in specific
forms of nationalism, chauvinism, and particularly in connection
with Negro work, strong white chauvinistic tendencies prevail.

2. Fight against the sectarian tendencies in connection with
mass activity as in regards to organizational federationism.

3 Bring to the language masses the ideology of the Party and
lead those masses along the line of the revolutionary class struggle,
i. e., the line of the Party and the Communist Internationale.

4. Carry on amongst the language masses a system of propa-
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ganda work of the Party in connection with all phases of Party
activity as well as in the cultural activity to bring the working
masses directly into the struggle of the American working class.

5. Use the workers’ mass organizations and the various schools
to recruit young workers into the Pioneer and Communist Youth
organizations. Organize wherever necessary English-speaking
children’s clubs and youth clubs in conjunction with language
mass organizations as a bridge between those organizations and
the Pioneer and Youth organizations.

6. Conduct a ign under the leadership of the
Party against exceptional laws for foreign-born workers, such
as registration, deportations, etc., as part of the capitalist attack
on the working class of the United States.

7. Increase the anti-i and anti-fascist paigns and
struggles among the language masses as part of international
action against imperialism and fascism.

8. Use the various language organizations not as a means of
separating the working masses from one another and from the
American working class, but as a means of drawing them together
by developing their lutionary class i

The izational side of the I work also calls for dras-
tic improvements. The Language Department of the Central
Committee did not function regularly, which circumstance re-
flected upon the whole language work. More unity must be intro-
duced in the language work. More frequent meetings of language
paper editors and language buro secretaries must be held. Mqre
strict control over the language press (11 dailies and 19 weeklies
and monthlies) must be exercised. The District Language De-
partments must be organized and become an integral part of the
District Committees, actually directing the work. No regular
fraction meetings are held in many mass organizations ; in many
instances language fractions being entirely absent.

THE LANGUAGE Fractions anp THEIR TASKS

The main task of our Communist fractions in non-Party Iang—
uage mass organizations is to conduct a systematic Communist

™
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agitation, propaganda, and education to bring the foreign lang-
uage speaking masses closer to the American revolutionary labor
movement so that they will take active part in the class struggle
in America under the leadership of the Communist Party of the
United States of America.

The statutes of the C. P. U. S. A. points out that “fractions
are organs of the Party within non-Party organizations. They
are not independent, fully authorized organs, but are subordinate
to the particular local or Party District Committee.” All Party
members, belonging to a specxﬁc language local branch of a
non-Party I mass i as a group,
the Party fraction. All leading commxttees, or conventions, or
conferences of such organizations must organize such Party
fractions.

Party fractions should be ized in all such work-
ing class mass organizations. Members of' the Party should carry
out not only systematic agitational work in such organization,
but pamcularly all forms of everyday work in these organizations
to win the members for the revolutionary class struggle. The
Communist fraction must also conduct systematic work to secure
the affiliation of the language mass organization to such working
class organizations as ILD, WIR, FSU, etc.

In those organizations where we have already won the influence
of the majority of the membership they must not be mechanically
t d to mere dupli of the C ist Party, but
should retain their mass non-Party character. The complete pro-
gram of the Communist Party with all its major political slogans
must not be insisted upon being put into the program of these mass
organizations, thus causing the acceptance or non-acceptance of
all major political demands and slogans of the Communist Party—
nor are they to be forwarded as mechanical conditions for the
membership in such mass organizations. The Party should conduct
systematic recruiting, using such language mass organizations to
bring the best workers into the Party, but the organization as such
must maintain its non-Party mass organization and the Party
through its fraction must direct the activity of such organizations
and see that they are not narrowed down to a few Party mem-
bers but that they are built into mass organizations on the basis
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of their specific scope of activity. The Party, through its fraction
must show itself absolutely active and capable of building these
non-Party mass organizations.

In their activity the fractions have to mobilize the workers’
clubs for all immediate demands that the Party is fighting for.
There have been tendencies to unite such workers’ clubs into
National Leagues or Federations. This we must try to avoid in
the future. The clubs can, upon the basis of their activity grow
into mass organizations, and the leading organs for their activity
will be our language press for that respective group, and the
PARTY through our fractions. If organized into Leagues or
cherations,'there will soon appear a tendency to develop this or-
ganization into a sort of new political pseudo Party.

How po THE FracTions Work

Every language fraction works under the immediate leadership
of the nearest Party Committee. A Communist fraction in a
language organization of a local scope, working in an area of a
certain section of the Party, will work under the leadership of the
Party section committee for that locality. If a language organi-

zation or a ittee of such an organization is of State or Dis-
trict scope, its fraction will work under the leadership of the
Central Committee. 1f a national c ittee of a certain I

organization is located in another place than the Central Commit-
tee, it may assign the nearest District Committee to lead the
‘Communist fraction in that National Committee.

Every Communist fraction carries on activity only in that
local ization or in that ittee to which it belongs.

Every fraction should meet regularly before the meetings of
the organization, committee, conference, etc., in which it is active.
Not only should the questions upon the agenda of that organiza-
tion be taken up in the fraction, but the fraction should consider
the possibility of bringing new questions for the body, especially
such items that bring campaigns of the Party or other Communist

before the izati When a fraction has made
a decision, that decision is binding for all members of the fraction.
A member who had spoken in the fraction or voted against the
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line adopted by the fraction must clearly and unequivocally de-
fend the decision of the fraction and while carrying out and de-
fending the line adopted by the fraction and such members have
the right to appeal to the proper Party committee.

INNER RELATIONS OF FRACTIONS

In every organization, there are leading committees, e. g., a
certain language organization has a leading city committee. If
C are bers of that City Commi they i
a fraction in that City Committee.

The local Party Committee has always authority above the
fraction in respective city of any lang non-Party
organization and directives and coordmanon of work rests with
Party Committees.

1f in a language non-Party organization Communists are elected
to its national leading committee, then these Communists form a
fraction of that National Committee and lead all fractions in all
City Committees of that organization.

This means the Communist fractions are organized in accord-
ance with the structure of the organization in which they work,
and all problems of our work in just that organization are attended
to in due order by fractions of locals, lower committees and higher
committees, always in direct contact and under leadership of re-
spective Party committees, direct or through its language Buro for
that special language.

LANGUAGE Buros

In order to subordinate the work of the Party fraction it is
necessary for the Party Committee to create a special apparatus,
such as a language buro. Such a buro, when necessary, will work
as a part of the structure of the District and Central Committee.
Language Buros must only be elected by the District and Central
Committee. Language buros of either the District or the Central
Committee have the task of coordinating the work of the respective
language fractions under the guidance of' the Party Committee.

If there are five or more language buros in the District, the Dis-
trict Committee should appomt a Dnstnct Language Dcparlment
of no more than three and lead




RESOLUTION ON LANGUAGE WORK 87

work of the District. The District Language Department should
be directed by the District Committee and is under its supervision.
At the same time, however, it has the right to communicate directly
with the Language Department of the Central Committee inform-
ing the District Committee about each such communication.

Every District Language Buro must report regularly and be
under the supervision of the District Committee through the
Language Department of the Central Committee.

In every language paper we must particularly develop workers’
correspondence, and carry out the practice of considering all such
correspondence. All these workers’ correspondence must be con-
nected with the Daily Worker and necessary material to be sent
in regularly to the Central Party organ, the Daily Worker.

Tasks AND LiNE oF WoRK T0 bE FOLLOWED BY THE LANGUAGE
Press

The Party Language Press should not only be an organ of in-
formation from the point of view of the Party, but should pay
more attention to the interests and needs of the workers in the
factories, creating special section for workers’ correspon-
dence in all papers.

Further the Party language press reflect the activities of the
revolutionary unions, the TUUL and for this purpose should
create a special section of the paper devoted to trade union activ-
ities. They must also publish the most important inner Party
documents and give regularly the most important information on
the inner Party life.

In order to improve the editorial work there should be organ-
ized a proper distribution of work amongst the members of the
editorial staff if conditions permit, wherever possible a special
comrade should be assigned to take charge of organizing the work-
ers’ correspondence, improve this correspondence, definitely an-
swer and acknowledge receipt of all such correspondence, organize

ings of workers cor with the editorial staff.




Resolution on Keeping New Members

A THE recent recruiting drive, during which over six thou-

sand new members, 85 per cent of whom are industrial
workers and 15 per cent Negroes, almost exclusively from indus-
try, was a real achievement for our Party.

Nevertheless these results are still in considerable dispropor-
tion with the political influence of the Party amongst the masses,
though opening for the Party tremendous possiblities for the con-
tinued recruiting of still larger numbers of new members.

This further recruiting of revolutionary proletarian elements
into the ranks of our Party must go hand in hand with the exten-
sion and development of the daily work and mass campaigns of
the Party. To meet the demands being made on our Party by
the daily sharpening of the class struggle, makes the further
strengthening of the Party a major task and with continuous
recruiting must go continuous and systematic work to keep and
develop the new members.

2. These new members who have been and will be drawn into
our Party, considered as a whole, while conscious of capitalist
exploitation and with a determination to fight against capitalism,
are nevertheless but little acquainted with the theory and practice
of the revolutionary workers’ movement. While they accept our
Party as the leading force in the workers’ struggles, they have
little knowledge of the role of a Communist Party in its broader
political aspects. Our task is to take this revolutionary material
and from it develop conscious bolshevik fighters, welding them
thoroughly into our Party, giving them a clear Party approach
to all problems confronting the workers,

3. In this task our Party is itself hampered by social dem-
ocratic remnants, inherited from the socialist party and permitted
to remain and even grow under the factional, opportunist leader-
ship of Lovestone, and which have not yet been fully overcome.
Our Party is only beginning to really orientate itself on the fac-

[8]
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cories and basic industries and the greater majority of the mem-
bership are not yet organized into shop nuclei. There is in-
sufficient political discussion and inner Party political life through-
out the Party. Contacts between leading committees and nuclei
and membership still retain too bureaucratic a form. Circular
leadership and instructions must be eliminated as far as possible
and substituted by closer personal contact and leadership.

Already the effects of these and other Party weaknesses in con-
nection with the new members is clearly evident. In nearly every
District there is a great disproportion between the reported new
members and the number of initiation stamps purchased from the
Central Office of the Party during the Drive. Similarly the dues
sales have not increased to the same ratio with the recruiting of
new members. New members generally speaking are not suffi-
ciently followed up by the sections and units. Only to a very
limited extent were they drawn into Party work. Classes for
new members, except Detroit, were very late in starting in all
Districts, and even yet there are Districts (Pittsburgh, Anthracite,
Boston, Kansas City) where absolutely no classes have been
started. In the Districts where classes have been started the
attendance is by no means satisfactory.

4. This confronts us with a serious problem in connection
with the kecping of the new members recruited for the Party.
It confronts us with the twofold task of overcoming the weak-
nesses of the Party and of ngmg a bolshcv:k training to the
new bers. The most i and must
therefore be taken in the first place to change the inner life of
the Party and its method of functioning.

(a) The political activization of the nuclei and their orienta-
tion on the basic industries must be made the first aim of all
Districts. Regular and di ion of Party probl
and ‘campaigns must be systematically conducted at all nuclei
meetings, all leading comrades from the District and Section Com-
mittee should be attached to shop nuclei to give them political and
_organizational assistance. Reports and discussions must be so pre-
pared as to closely link up the political aims of the Party with
the daily struggles of the workers in the factories. Not long,
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abstract, tiring di: i but concrete di on how to
bring the campaigns and activities of the Party closer to the strug-
gles of the workers, must be ped and peci:

by the new members.

(b) Every nucleus, guided by the Section and District Com-
mittee, must outline for itself concrete daily activity to carry
. through in the factories and in working class neighborhoods, the
political and organizational tasks of the Party. ‘At the following
meeting a check-up should be made on the extent to which the
work has been carried through and of the results obtained, and
a further plan of work prepared This method of planned, sys-
tematic, work must F h receive the persistent
attention of all leading committees,

(¢) Improvement in the functioning of nuclei must be secured.
Meetings must be held regularly and on time. The nucleus
executive must always meet before the nucleus meetings, handle
all technical matters, select reporters on principal questions and
organize and plan the nucleus meeting. The practice of reading
long communications and killing the nuclei meetings with technical
routine must be stamped out. The nuclei must be turned into
sources of preparation and direction of the Party members for
their work among the masses.

(d) Sharp political criticism of all opportunist errors and
deviations as well as neglect of work, of all Party members and
of luding committees and functionaries must provide the basis
for serious and continuous sclf-crmclsm Self-criticism of our

kes and k will the new it of the
seriousness and earnestness of the Party more than anythmg else
and must be fully and freely d ped in gl

way.

(e) All bureaucratic tendencies in our Party must be ruth-
lessly fought and overcome. The methods of mass work must be
systematically developed.

Simul with the ign to improve the inner
hfe and to activize the Party, the most thorough, systematic and
continous effort must be made to train and develop the new
members, to overcome their lack of understanding of Communist
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theory and practice as well as the many petty bourgeois preju-
dices instilled artificially by the bourgeoisie. The absorption and
activization of the new members recruited by the Party is one
of the most important phases of Party every-day work.

‘To accomplish our task it is necessary that:

(a) Every single member of the Party and especially the new
members must be assigned specific work in the nuclei of the
Party as well as in the trade unions and other proletarian mass
organizations. The new members should be especially drawn
into active work for the campaign of the Party, such as struggle
against unemployment, building the Trade Union Unity League,
Daily Worker Drive, etc., and into active work in the nuclei,
giving them a direct function to fulfill according to their ability
and experience. The nuclei are to guide the new members in
their work, giving to them the most comradely help, guidance,
cooperation in carryng through the tasks assigned to them. The
fear or hesitancy manifested in any Districts to assign the new
members to active work must be combatted. The practice of
burdening a few active comrades with a multiplicity of functions
instead of distributing the work amongst all members must be
discontinued.

(b) The most developed and promising forces among the new
members should be drawn into direct and in some cases leading
work in the auxiliary organizations, such as ILD, WIR, FSU,
Labor Sports Union, etc. In this way the Party can both develop
and train the new members and diminish the lack of cadres which
now exists.

(¢) Systematic class work and political discussions must im-
fnedately be developed among the new members. Drawing them
into work should not become a substitute for systematic theoretical
training, and classes should not become a substitute for practical
participation in Party work. Both must go hand in hand.

Discussion meetings and classes at which all new members must
participate must be organized in every city. This must not be
done in a haphazard, disconnected manner, but thoroughly and
systematcally building their political education step by step until
t!-ney succeed in absorbing and assimilating the theoretical founda-
tion and strategy of our movement.

e
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This training of the new members must take several forms:

1. In connection with the campaigns of the Party, into which
the new members must be fully drawn, meetings of Party mem-
bers must be called at which a reporter explains in detail the
political prob and objectives of the ign and the tac-
tical aims of the Party, etc. This form of developing the new
members should be widely developed.

2. In all Districts it is necessary to systematically develop and
fully carry through educational work among the members, par-
ticularly among the new members. This educational work must
not have as its objective merely the “education” of the members,
but rather the securing of more successful results from all Party
members in mass work, the drawing in and developing of the
new members and the training of new leading cadres for the
Party. In addition to discussion meetings, reading circles, lec-
tures, etc., the district agitprop committee must set up the follow-
ing study classes in every District. (The new members especially
must be brought into the first two classes.)

(a) Short classes, four or five weeks, primarily for new
recruits, on the “Fundamentals of Party Organization,” which
will simply but clearly cxplam !he role of the Party, the duties
of Party of the IC ist Party to
other organizations (TUUL A.F. of L., S. P, existing Negro
organizations, etc.) ; Party structure, dlsclphne, forrns of activity
in the shop and mass organizations, etc.

(b) Elementary classes in “Marxism and Leninism,” based
on the textbooks “Elements of Political Economy” by Berdnikoff
and Svetloff, and the “A B C of Communism,” by Bukharin
and Preobrajensky. (With special reference to the particular
points of the Program of the CPUSA—attitude on Negro ques-
tion, agrarian question, responsibilities towards peoples of Amer-
ican colonies.)

(¢) Classes on the “Program of the Communist Interna-
tional,” which must clearly bring out the principles of the Com-
munist movement as opposed to the Socialists and reformist
organizations and make clear the strategy and tactics of our Party.

(d) Classes on First, Second and Third International, With
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Specific Reference to the Russian Revolution and History of the
American Working Class Mowement, bringing out clearly the con-
ditions which made posslble, and the prmclples, strategy and tac-
tics of the I ional Working ’ A of Marx and
Engels, the struggle against the Anarchists and the reasons for
its death and the reasons for further growth of the Socialist parties
in the various countries, the establishment of the Second Socialist
International, the corresponding growth of opportunism and its
social base, the revolutionary Marxist wing, the collapse of the
Second International in 1914 on the war issue, and the establish-
ment of the Third I i under the leadership of Lenin,
after the victorious Russian Revolution, etc., also showing the
development of the American working class movement, showing
the origin, program and policies of difference between various
workers’ organizatons (A. F. of L., S. P.,, IWW.,, CP,, etc.),
the extent to which their form, program and policies were influ-
enced by purely American conditions as weIl as by European in-
fluences, etc., etc.

(e) Class on Trade Unions combatting “Economist” theories
and showing clearly the various forms of Trade Unions (non-
political, ~social-democratic, syndicalist and revolutionary
unionism).

The organization and carrying through of these classes must
be an immediate and one of the principal tasks of the District
Agitprop Committee. Reports must immediately be made to the
center on the steps taken to carry out this work.

3. One of the most effective means of conducting this per-
manent training work is under the direction of the Party Agitprop
Department. Study groups are a guarantee of the comrades get-
ting in at regular intervals and through joint efforts certain knowl-
edge on the theory of Marxism and Leninism and through active
Party work training th lves to become comp fighters in
the class struggles and more able to fill the task as Party members.
The task of training the new members and thoroughly assim-
ilating them into the life and work of the Party is a task that
will stand before us, not for a few weeks but for months. To
make this period as short as possible a thorough and continuous
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traning must be carried on amongst the membership, concentrating
on the new members until they clearly understand the basic polit-
ical and tactical lines of the Party.

When organizing “study groups the following points, among
others, must be taken into consideration:

1. The study groups can be organized in each nucleus. They
can also be organized in non-Party proletarian organizations of
mass character. The study group should have at its disposal—
if possible—a room (private or in a Pany headquaners or m
some building bt ing to a

2. Do not permit the group to consist of too many members,
never more than eight or ten, not less than four or five.

3. The best way for a more advanced study group is to work
in close cooperation with the nearest District or Section Party
school. All study groups must function under the direction of
the Agitprop Department of the District or Section Committee.

4. New Party members should always be propagandized until
they join one of the study groups working in the nucleus.

5. All members of a study group should be brought in closest
contact with the practical work of the Party, not least in better-
ing and improving the programs and agenda of the nuclei meet-
ings. The meeting of a study group should never be permitted
to interfere with nuclei meetings.

There are various kinds of study groups, varying a great deal
according to methods under which it is carried on, to problems
that confront the students, etc. Comradeship, leadership, punc-
tuality, disciplne, should never be missing in a study group, if its
work is to be successful. Every comrade who is registered in
a study group must attend its every meeting and carry out the
tasks assigned him by the group, these tasks being study in con-
junction with practical Party work.

Some of the various types of study groups are as follows:

(a) Reading Circle Groups. This is a simple type of study
group and is based on each member of the group reading a sec-
tion of an assignment and there will then be a general discussion.
The book or text to be selected from a list prepared by the Sec-
retary of the Agitprop Department.
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(b) Discussion Study Group. This is an extension of the
reading circle type and takes up some specific daily problem of
the class struggle or of the Party specifically. One member of d‘fc
group is assigned to read and discuss a particular subject. This
comrade should be changed from meeting to meeting.

(c) Reporting Study Group. This is a type of class of a more
thorough and sytematic method than either one of the foregoing
and must have an outline of study already prepared which forms
the basis of the work of the group over a period of weeks. For
each point on the outline a member of the group be assigned to
prepare the material and report to the course, discussion, question,
etc., follow. All members of the course have read the material
and have suggestions.

(d) Lecture Study Group. This is a type of group where one
comrade prepares a series of lectures, covering four or five meet-
ings. For each meeting the member of the group should be
assigned some specific material on the same subject. After the
lecture, questions and discussion follows. It is most advisable
to have the series of lectures all deal with specific phases of one
subject.

(¢) The Course Group. Considered a higher 1 of
the report group. The tasks are more definite and the self activity
of the members must be more intense. Special attention should
be given to the selection of a competent study leader who in this
sort of course serves as a teacher. This comrade must have a
broader knowledge of the subject to be studied than the other
members of the group. Greater demand for home study and
preparation work should be made upon the members of this type
of group.

The Districts should vary this program and add specific ques-
tions according to the local situation.

4. Together with the work of training the new members must
go a systematic campaign to raise the theoretical level of the
entire Party membership by means of study classes, lectures,
functionaries’ conferences, etc., and by increasing the circulation
of the C ist, C ist International ine, Inprecor,
Daily Worker, Party Organizer, as well as other Party organs
and theoretical journals.




On the
Road to

Bolshevization

is a collection of letters sent by the Communist
International to the Communist Party of the U.S.A.,
in 1929, the line of which made it possible for the
Party to unify its ranks, bolshevize the membership,
and exposed those who refused to accept this Marx-
ist-Leninist line as renegades from C

This pamphlet contains an introduction by the Central
Committee of the Party, the Open Letter of the Com-
munist International to the Sixth Convention of the C.P.
US.A., the Address of the Comintern to the Party Mem-
bership, and enlightening excerpts from the Thesis of the
Sixth World Congress of the Comintern.

EVERY MEMBER OF THE PARTY MUST
HAVE A COPY OF THIS PAMPHLET.

ONLY 10 CENTS A COPY

Order from
WORKERS LIBRARY PUBLISHERS

39 East 125TH STREET New York Crry

———



EVERY WORKER MUST STUDY THE THEORY OF
THE REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENT IN ORDER TO
BETTER PUT THAT THEORY INTO PRACTICE.

Here is a list of books that will make you a better fighter
n the class war:
UNEMPLOYMENT
Out of a Job, by Earl Browder .
20 Million Unemployed ...
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ontinuous Working Week in the USSR .
Socialist Competition in the Soviet Unon 1.
The Soviet War on Religion, by M, Sherwood
Russian Women in the Building of Socialism
The Trade Unions and Socialist Construction in’ the USSK
By Katerina Avdeyeva .

Militarist Wars and Revolution in China
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Material for Study Czn:les, Reading Circles
and Individual Study
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The INTERNATIONAL
PRESS CORRESPONDENCE

A weekly mine of information about the International Com-
munist Movement. Articles by leading Communists of the
world. Reports from every land, reports on International
Congresses and Conferences. $6.00 & year

THE COMMUNIST

A magazine of the Theory and Practice of Marxism-Lenin-
ism. Published monthly by the Communist Party of the
U. S. A. $2.00: @ year

BOTH FOR ONLY $6 A YEAR
THE PARTY ORGANIZER

An indispensable hand book which must be used by every
functionary of the Party and every member who must be
trained for leading work in the Party.

Its contents should be discussed at Unit meetings, at meetings
of various fractions and in reading circles.

PUBLISHED MONTHLY, and will continue to appear
regularly, providing the Party membership makes its appear-
ance possible through regular purchase of bundle orders and
securing of subscriptions.

TEN CENTS PER COPY - $2.00 PER YEAR
COMBINATION OFFER WITH
“COMMUNIST” FOR ONE YEAR

o )
TWO DOLLARS

Send your Subs to

WORKERS LIBRARY PUBLISHERS
39 East 125th STREET NEw York Crry
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