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Ecnnnmic Trends and
In his economic report of January, 1969, presented on

his departure from political life, President Johnson ofiered
ing "reeord of achievement":

the eve of
the follow-

The Nation is now in its 95th month of continuous economic ad-
vance. Both in shength and length, this prosperity is without paral-
lel in our history. We have steered clear of the business-cycle re-
cessions which for generations have derailed us repeatedly from
the path of growth and progress.

This record demonstrates the vitality of a free economy and its
capacity for steady growth. No longer do we view our economic
life as a relentless tide of ups and downs. No longer do we fear that
automation and technological progress will rob workers of iobs
rather than help us to achieve greater abundance. No longer do
we consider poverty and unemployment permanent landmarks on
our economic scene.

Viewed in the light of cold reality, however, such claims are scarcely
warranted. Nor is the immediate outlook such as to inspire optimism
Let us examine both the record and the prospects.

U neoennpss and. lnstabikty

It is true that the period since 1961 has been one of uninterrupted
economic expansion, the longest such period in our history. But it has
also been marked by great unevenness in the rate of economic growth
and recurrent symptoms of economic instability

After the 1960-61 recession hit bottom in February 1961, recovery
proceeded rapidly during the remainder of the year. Between the
ffrst and fourth quarters the gross national product, allowing for price
increases, rose at an annual rate of 6.7 per cent. In 1962, however,
the rate fell to 4 per cent. Moreover, induitrial production, which had
grown steadily up to ]uly 1962, levelled off for the rest of the year and
into the early months of 1963. Other symptoms of slowdown or stag-
nation appeared. There took place what was variously called "the
great pause," a "near-recession" or a "quasi-recession." That it did
not develop into an actual recession was due to a combination of off-
setting factors, among them a sharp rise in the purchase of automo-
biles and otler consumer durables, an increase of some $4 billion a
year in military spending and a considerable growth in government
spending at all levels.

I
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The rate of growth picked up again in 1963 and 1964. Frorn t}le last
quarter of 1962 to the last quarter of 1964 the GNP in constant dol-
lars rose by an average of 5.2 per cent a year. By the spring of 1965,
however, despite the added stimulus of the tax cut instituted in 1964,
signs of instability and decline once more began to multiply and pre-
dictions of a downturn by 1966 became widespread.

This time salvation came in the form of the escalation of the aggres-
sion in Vietnam and with it a rapid escalation of military expendihues.
From $49.6 billion in ffscal 1965 (that is, the year ending ]une 80,
1965) direct military outlays have risen to an estimated gBI billion in
the current ffscal year and are projected at 981.5 billion for ffscal
1970. Virtually all of this difference represents tte costs of the war in
Viebnam, currently running well over $30 billion a, year.

The immediate effect of the escalation was to give a powerful stimu-
lus to the economy. From the fourth quarter of 1964 to the fourth
quarter of 1965 the real GNP rose 6.4 per cent. In 1g06 the corres-
ponding increase was 7.3 per cent. Induskial production, which had
risen 6.4 per cent in 1964 over the preceding year, grew 8.4 per cent
in 1965 and I per cent in 1966. In 1965 automobile production reached
an all-time record of 9.3 million cars. Steel output hit peaks of 181.4
million tons in 1965 and 184.1 million tons in 1966.

The capital investment boom, which had begun earlier, took on a
new spurt. Outlays for new plant and equipment rose I4.O per cent
in L9M, 15.7 per cent in 1965 and 16.6 per cent in 1g66. In 1g65, for
the fust time in more than a decade, utilization of plant capacity ex-
ceeded the 90 per cent mark. And in the same year, for the ffrst time
since the Korean War period, unemployment as officially estimated
averaged less than 4 per cent. In short, the economy took on distinct
aspects of a wartime boom.

However,_symptoms of slowdown and decline began to appear
o19e agail during 1966 and became particularly pronounced in-early
1967. In the ffrst quarter of 1967 the real GNP showed no increase
over the preceding quarter, and in the second quarter there was only
a small rise. The index of industrial production (1g57-5g:1ct0) feil
from 159.5 in December 1966 to 155.6 in May 1g67. Automobile and
steel production- both decreased markedly. Investment in new plant
and equipment levelled ofi. Utilization of plant capacity declined to
85 per cent. The economy experienced what has been called a "mini-
recession."

The latter part of the year witnessed a substantial rebound, which
continued into 1968. However, the peak levels of 1g65 and lg66 were
not_fully regained. Thus, automobile output in 1g68 totalled only 8.8
million cars and steel output only 130 million tons. Underlyinf the

rebound was, in particular, the continuing rise in military expenditures.
This brief review suffices to show the great uneveness of economic

growth since 1961 and the fact that on three occasions during this
period the economy bordered on recession. If the recessions failed to
materilize on these occasions, this is due not so much to enhanced
economic wisdom in Washington and the policies of the Keymesian
"New Economics" (though these were not without efiect), as to the
operation of other factors, above all the rising military budgets. In-
deed, since 1965 it is primarily the mounting costs of the aggression
in Vietnam which have been the source of continued economic
expansion.

This has been no minor conflict. The number of men killed in combat
already surpasses the total number of deaths in the Korean War and is
more than 60 per cent of the total in World War I. Some 1# million
individuals have been removed from the civilian labor force into the
armod services and into war production; indeed, it is largely thanks to
this that in 1966 the rate of unemployment ffnally fell below the 4 per
cent mark. On this point John O Riley comments in the Wall Street
Iournnl (April 14, 1969):

Today's unemployment rate is extremely low by historical stand-
ards. In fact it is a rate peculiar to war periods. We have it now,
we had it in the Korean War, we had it in World War ll-and these
are the only times we have had it in the past 40 years.

The Worki,ng People Pay

The slowdown in 1967 is of special interest, since it occurred in a
period of rapidly rising arms spending and mounting inflation. On the
surface the development of signs of recession side by side with infa-
tion seems paradoxical. However, as we wrote at the time:

The pr-esent situation . . . is neither new nor paradoxical. In the
words of the First National City Banks Moithly News Letter
(Octob_er,_1966) 'we_appear to be having a booming defense econ-
omy sid_e by side with a slowing civilian econorny."-A similar situ-
ation, th_orrgh not nearly so pronounced, deveioped during the
KoreanWar....

The roots of this phenomenon lie in the fact that the exactions
oj growing war economy are met precisely by curtailing mass pur-
ehasing power through inflation and highei taxes. In- an alllout
war econom{: t!" insadable demand foi war goods temporarily
obliterates all- else, but in a partial war econ6my such^as t}tL
present one the production o[ civilian goods remains at a high
level and symptoms. of .overproduction ire not long in makiilg
their appearance. The limitations imposed by infation express
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themselves also, as in the present instance, in a shortage of eredit.
The result is, sooner or later, a decline in various areas of civilian
production. ("Viebram and the U.S. Economy," Political Affairs,
November, 1966.)

To begin with, in the entire period since 1961 the beneffts of oco-
nomic expansion have gone overwhelmingly to the big colporations.
Ray MacDonald of the AFL-CIO research staff, in a recent article
("Corporate Proffts and the Wage Gap," American Federationist,

]uln 1968), notes that from 1960 to the ffrst quarter of 1968:

Corporate proftts after taxes rose 95.5 per cent.
Cash fow (net proffts plus depreciation allowances) rose 84.7
per cent.
Dividend payments rose 78.1 per cent.

On the other hand, for a worker with three dependents:

Weekly after-tax earnings rose only 26.6 per cent.
Real weeHy earnings rose only 9.6 per cent.

From these ftgures it is clear that the share of the product going to
the workers has greatly decreased, while monopoly capital has en-
joyed the greatest profft upsurge in the country's history. But this is
not the whole story. Since the escalation of the Vieham war, real
wages have ceased to rise altogether. In 1965, net spendable earnings
for a worker with three dependents, expressed in 1957-59 prices, were
$78.58. In 1968 they were $78.81.

This stagnation is due in the ffrst place to the accelerating infation
arising from the escalation of the war. From 1960 to 1965, consumer
prices rose by an average of 1.8 per cent a year. In 1966 they rose by
3.5 per cent, in 1967 by 4 per cent, in 1968 by nearly 5 per cent. Along
with this, take-home pay has been progressively eaten into by the
steady rise in taxes in recent years. The tax cut of 1964, which gave
comparatively little to working people to begin with, was soon ofiset
by an increase in social security taxes and by the incessant rise of state
and local taxes. Capping these is the surtax imposed in mid-1968
and a new rise in social security taxes in January 1969.

The wage increases won in the past few years, often at the cost of
hard struggle, have at best scarcely sufficed to keep abreast of the
inroads made by rising prices and taxes. Moreover, since the official
eonsumer price index tends to underestimate the actual increases in
living costs, it is more likely that real wages have actualh declined
since 1965.

During the same period after-tax proffts, despite a drop in 1967,
rose by some 10 per cent. And the rate of profft on net y/ortt, which

ECONOIfiC TNENDS 5

had climbed from 9.2 per cent in 1960 to a peak of 13.4 per cent in
1966, maintained a level of nearly 12 per eent in the following two
years.

Benefftting least of all from the economic expansion are the black,
Puerto Rican and Mevican-American peoples. Indeed, in many re-
sp€cts they are worse off now than before. Whereas, according to
the Bureau of Labor Statistics, unemploy:nent in the nation as a
whole fell to 3.6 per cent in 1968, in the ghettos it remained above
the 10 per cent level. Among ghetto teen-agers the rate of joblessness
rose from 22.7 per cent in 1960 to 80.4 per cent in 1968.

In New York City, according to a recent study by the Census
Bureau*, the proportion of families living in povety fell from 13
per cent in 1959 to 10 per cent in 1968. But during this period, in
contrast to a decrease in the number of poor white families, the num-
ber of poor black families increased. The same occurred in cities
like Chicago and Los Angeles. And these ffgures undoubtedly under-
state the situation. The oficial criteria for poverty take into account
only changes in food prices; they omit such developments as the
tremendous rise in rent gouging or the soaring of medical costs in
recent years-increases in living costs which strike especially hard
within the ghettos.

Nothing so clearly exposes as do these facts the sheer hypocrisy of
]ohnson's claims that poverty and unemployment are on the way ouL

The "Credit CruncW'

Adding to the exactions from the working people occasioned by the
escalation of the war were its efiects in the monetary and ffnancial
qpheres. Mounting war orders, the boorn in capital investment and
the upsurge in the purchase of automobiles and other consumer
durables, all combined to create a skyrocketing demand for credit.
Loans by commercial banks and other lending agencies grew apace.
With this the money supply ( cash in circulation plus checking ac-
counts ) increased at a growing mte. By April 1966 it was rising by
6.2 per cent a year, more than double what was regarded as normal.
Interest rates steadily increased.

At the close of 1965 the Federal Reserve, in an efiort to stem the
infationary tide and to limit credit expansion, instituted a tight
money policy. The discount rate (the rate of interest paid by member
banks on loans from the Federal Reserve) was raised from 4 per cent
to 41i per cent, and steps were taken to reduce the reserves available

-li6".rrd, in Social and Economic Conditions in Mertopolitan Areae,,,
Serie: P-28, No. 27. U.S. Government Printing Offiee, Washineton, D.C.
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to commercial banks. The rise in the money supply progressively
fell off, and in April, 1966 a slight decline set in. As loanable funds
became increasingly scarce, interest rates rose all the more rapidly,
and by midyear the scramble for credit became a desperate one.
By the end of the year the interest rate on prime commercial loans
had reached 6 per cent, a level previously equalled only in 1969.
Rates on corporate bonds had shot up, and the rate on FHA home
mortgages had increased from 5.6 per cent in January to 6.8 per cent
in December.

H. Erich Heinemann, describing these developments in the Natu
York Timas (]anuary 9, 1967), writesr

The near-vertical climb in interest rates through the ffrst eight
months-of the year had its counter part in a disastrous decline
in bond prices.

By the end of Augus! it is now generally agreed, the credit
markets were close to panic, which was averted 

-only 
after Presi-

dent Johnson suspended tax incentives for business investment and
had promised a cutback in nondefense spending.

Among the features of this "credit crunch"'was a draining of funds
frorn time and savings deposits, on which maximum interest rates are
limited by Federal Reserve regulations, into more lucrative channels.
This resulted in a drastic shortage of available funds for home mort-
gages, Ieading to a severe slump in housing construction. Private
nonfarm housing starts fell from an annual rate of !,746,000 in De-
cember 1965 to 910,000 in December 1g66. It was only toward the
end of 1967 that the levels of 1965 began to be approached again.

At the same time consumer credit became both more difficult to
obtain and more costly. This, along with higher interest rates on
mortgages, made additional inroads on workers' purchasing power
and contributed to the "mini-recession" in 1967.

On the whole, the tight money policy, while it provided a proftt
bonanza for the big banks on the one hand, made it harder and more
expensive for small businessmen, small farmers and. workers to
obtain needed credit. Furthermore, it did little to stem infation, which
grew all the more in succeeding years.

Recession as a Policy

The escalation of the war in Vietnam made itself felt also in the
international monetary sphere. of the more than $30 billion a year
sp_e_nt_on the war, some $2 billion a year spent abroad for the war
added to the chronic balance of paynents deff"it and the gold drain,
and weakened the status of the dollar as a world 

"rrrrenry. 
To this
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the war-created inflation also contributed. It made U.S. exports less

competitive on world markets, while the war-induced boom increased
the need for exports. From $5 billion in 1965, the U.S. merchandise
trade surplus fell below $1 billion in 1968. Augmenting the inflationary
pressures was a federal budget of more than $25 billion in ffscal 1968,
the highest since World War II. This climaxed a rise of $37 billion in
the national debt from 1965-68, and a growth of the annual interest
burden from $8.7 billion to $11.9 billion.

The devaluation of the British pound in the fall of 1967 precipated
a severe crisis of the dollar, lasting into the early months of 1968.*
The crisis has been stemmed for the present; however, the central
bankers of other leading capitalist countries have placed as a condition
for continued cooperation the elimination of the U.S. balance of pay-
ments deffcit. This, in their view means ftrst of all the reduction of
inflation.

Toward this end the Johnson Administration launched a program
entailing a) reduction of federal expenditures for civilian purposes
and the achievement of a budget surplus, and b ) reduction of private
consumption. The primary instrument for attaining these aims was
to be the imposition of the 10 per cent federal surtax. By such means
the "overheated' economy rvould be slowed down, production would
be lessened and unemployment somewhat increased. Thus, it r,vas

maintained, the infationary pressures would be removed.
The government's policy now became one of deliberately holding

back economic expansion-of promoting symptoms of recession. Under
this policy every upturn is viewed not as a blessing but as a curse, as is
illustrated by the following remarkable headline in the New York
Ti,mes of March 21, 1969: "Orders for Durables Rose to a Record in
February. New Setback Discerned in Attempt to Retard Economic
Activity."

This is a policy based on the fraudulent idea that inflation arises
from too much purchasing power in the hands of the working class
and that the cure is to cut down its living standards, to impose a

regimen of "austerity" upon it. Like all across-the-board tax measures,
the surtax places an undue burden on the working people, who are
already paying a disproportionately high share of taxes. The increased
social security tax bears hardest on those in the lower income brackets,
as do the heightened state and local taxes which are generally highly
regressive in character. At the same time the big corporations con-
tinue to enjoy the beneffts of accelerated depreciation and the 7 per

* For a full account, see this author's "The Dollar Crisis," Politicul
Affuirs, April, 1968.
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cent tax incentive for investment, as well as the ability to escape
taxation on much of the growing volume of proffts on foreign invest-
ments,

It is a policy which deliberately evades the fact that the true source
of the balance of payments deffcits, the rising national debt and tle
mounting inflation is the skyrocketing cost of maintaining the world
empire of U.S. imperialism, a cost which is already being thrust more
and more upon the working people. And now that some of the big bilts
are coming due, the working people are to be made to bear a much
heavier burden. fu R. Palme Dutt expresses it in relation to the cor-
responding situation in Britain, "when the time comes to pay the bill,
the Government assumes a stern face to chide the working people for
their extravagance, and demands, that they must make sacriffces to
avoid bankruptcy-like the familiar ffgure in the fable of the spend-
thrift householder who has squandered the family fortunes in gam-
bling and then puts on a virtuous mien to demand of his unhappy
family the severest cuts in housekeeping expenses in order to palfor
his excesses." ("1969-Whither the Capitalist World," Lobom Uonthly,
January,1969.)

The Neus Squeeze

The imposition of the surtax, it was anticipated in official circles,
would soon lead to an economic slowdown. The results, however, were
quite different. To be sure, the year witnessed a decline in the rate of
economic growth, with the GNP rising only 3.9 per cent in the fourth
quarter as against 6.6 per cent in the ffrst. The rise in industrial pro-
duction also fell off in the second half of the year. But these de-
clines represent almost entirely a slowdovwr in government expendi-
tures, while private spending rose. The First National City Bankt
Monthly Economic Letter (February, 1969) notes:

The increase in GNP in 1958 dollars fell from $21.6 billion in
the first half to $15.7 billion in the second half of 1968, as the rise
in government spending slowed from $7.2 billion to $1.8 billion.
Spending in the private sector increased by about S14 billion in
both periods. When changes in the rate of inventory accumulation
are excluded, real demand in the private sector actually increased
faster in the second half than in the ffrst.

Investment in new plant and eguipment was somewhat higher in
the second half of the year than in the ffrst. In the fourth quarter it
rose by 6 per cent, and this despite the fact that utilization of capacity
had fallen to 83.4 per cent. Housing starts, which remained level
tbroughout most of the year, showed an appreciable increase in the
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last quarter. Retail sales reached a peak in August and remained
slightly below it for the rest of the year.

In view of the reduction of purchasing powff created by the tax
increase, the increased private demand could be maintained only by
reducing savings and increasing borrowing. Savings fell from 7.8 per
cent of disposable income in the ffrst half of 1g68 to 6.6 per cent in
the second half. And consumer borrowing in the second half increased
more than twice as much as in the ffrst. Obviously such a rise in con-
sumption could not be indeffnitely sustained. But the fact remains that
at the end of the year key sectors of the economy had not contracted
but expanded, despite the Administration's efioris to the conbary.

At this point the Federal Reserve entered the battle. Monetary re-
strictions had been eased in 1967 and interest rates had declined from
the 1966levels. With the rebound from the economic slowdown, how-
ever, the rise in interest rates had resumed and by December Ig68
these had reached new peaks as the demand for credit swelled.

During the fall the Federal Reserve acted to reduce the growth of
bank reserves through open market operations (the sale of securities
on the open market, leading to a drop in their price). In December the
tight money policy was resumed with a vengeance. The discount rate,
which had been cut from 514 per cent to 51i per cent in August, was
again raised to 5)i per cent. In April 1969 the discount rate was raised
to 6 per eent. In addition reserve requirements were raised by li per
cent.o

At the same time existing ceilings were maintained on the rate of
interest commercial banks could offer on time deposits, leading to a
decline in such deposits in favor of the higher interest rates obtainable
elsewhere. Banks were compelled to seek loanable funds from other
sources, such as borrowing on the Eurodollar market, at considerably
higher interest rates. And open market operations were stepped up.

With this, interest rates took on a new spurt. From November, 1g68
to March, 1969, the prime rate rose from 611, per cent to 7,4 per cent.
Interest rates on corporate bonds shot up and in March Consolidated
Edison was eompelled to pay an unheard-of 7.9 per cent to market
a bond issue. fn January, the rate on government-backed mortgages
was raised from 6I{ per cent to 71i per cent. By February moftgage
rates reached 8 per cent in many parts of the country and g per eent in

*'This is a much more drastic measure, since even a small increase in
the reserves banks are required to maintain aganst demand deposts greaily
contracts the volume of loanable funds. An ncrease of ty'z per cent in thesL
requirements freezes some $6-700 million, and since the volume of loanable
funds is a multiple of the reserves, the total is redueed by about g6 billion-
a decrease of major proportions.
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some places on the West Coast. Interest on consumer credit soared.
Of this. U,S. Netos and World Report (February 17, 1969) writes:

Take the most popular loan for consumers-the auto loan. New
York banks in mid-January raised their rates on such loans to $5.75
per $100, discounted in advance, from the previous $5.50. In Los
Angeles, the basic rate . . . now is $6 on every $100, discounted in
advance.

That discount feature is costly for the borrower. For example,
take a 6 per cent discounted auto loan. The way it works, a car
buyer needing $2,000 has to borrow $2,489 on a three-year loan.
The total interest charge is $439-which works out to a true annual
interest rate of 14.2 per cent.

Want a small loan-say $500-to take care of some unexpected
bills? If you go to a small-loan company the interest you will be
charged, tlpically: 20 per cent annually.

At the same time the money supply, which had been growing at a
71i per cent annual rate in the fourth quarter of 1968, has shown no
further growth since December. In short, a new "credit cruch" is in
progress, at this time with interest rates already at an unbelievable
levels and threatening to go still higher.

The Current Situation

What have been the effects of the combined ffscal and rnonetary
efforts at restricting economic growth?

As far as big business is concerned the effects have at best been
negligible. Demands for corporate loans have continued to soar during
the ffrst quarter of 1969, undeterred by the rising interest rates. This
is associated with the blossoming forth of a new boom in capital in-
vestment. Despite the fact that utilization of capacity is down to 83
per cent, spending on new plant and equipment has been increasing
at a growing pace and, according to the latest survey of the Depart-
ment of Commerce and Securities and Exchange Commission, is ex-
pected to rise to $73 billion for the year-nearly 14 per cent higher
rhan in 1968.

Motivating this expansion are a) the continuing advance of technol-
ogy, which creates pressures to modernize even when capacity is al-
ready excessive, b) the drive to ofiset wage increases by reducing
unit labor costs, that is, by increasing the rate of exploitation, c) the
existence of an unduly high proportion of obsolete machinery, and
d) the pressure created by inflation to buy now before prices go up.
Furthermore, increased investement is encouraged by a rising cash
flow. Business Week (N4arch 22, 1969) sta,tes that "the uplifting effect
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of proffts-augmented by large depreciation allowances-is irresistible.
Corporations have money. And in an inflationary environment, they
are spending it even if they dont need the additional output at the
moment." And ffnally, there is the encouragement offered by the 7
per cent deduction, which might possibly be rescinded in the not too
distant future. All these factors have combined to stimulate the new
upsurge in capital investment which the New York Times ( March 14,

1969) describes as "discouraging news for the Nixon Administration."
Housing construction has likewise remained unaffected. Despite

record interest rates and scarcity of funds, private nonfarm housing
starts, which reached an annual rate of 1,550,000 in the fourth quarter
of 1968, rose to an average of 1,750,000 in January and February 1969.
One reason for this is the merciless rent gouging which has developed
as housing in major cities becomes increasingly short (vacancy rates
have fallen below 5 per cent for the ffrst time on record). A second
reason is the fear of rlsing prices, which have already hit hard in this
area. Fofiune ( April, 1969 ) notes that "construetion costs have recently
been rising by leaps and bounds. Prices of plywood and lumber have
risen spectacularly during the past year-by well over one half-and
the rise is still going on. For the home-building industry, it has as-

sumed the proportions of a major crisis."
Nor have restrictive policies had any significant impact on infla-

tion. In January and February of this year consumer prices continued
to rise at a rate in the neighborhood of 5 per cent a year. In addition
the rise in wholesale prices has accelerated to a 5 per cent annual rate
in the ffrst quarter of this year-a development which heralds further
rises in consumer prices.

On the other hand, consumer buying has lagged. Retail sales other
than automobiles have risen a bare 2 per cent since last September.
The real volume has declined by some 8 per cent. This, of course,
shows where the real squeeze is being exerted-on the masses of work-
ing people, whose purchasing power is being eroded while proffts and
cash flow continue to rise. The squeeze became especially evident in
a 'decline in automobile sales, leading to mounting inventories which
{orced production cutbacks and layoffs in February and March.

It is also reflected in the fact that in the ffrst three months of 1969
industrial production rose only slightly, while steel output fell below
the corresponding period in 1968. A further indication is the fact that
stock prices, after a speculative splurge which had brought the Dow-
Jones industrials average up close to 1,000, suffered a drop in Decem-
ber and a second in mid-February, extending into March.

The conditions of 1966-booming production side by side with slow-
ing civilian production-are re-emerging. But there are important dif-
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ferences. The rise in military expenditures has greatly slowed down.
And the restriction of economic growth by reducing the purchasing
power of the working people is today explicit government policy.

It is clear that the squeeze will go on and will even be stepped up.
Taxes will continue to mount. Nixon, in his message of March 26, has

called for continuation of the surtax for another year, and as certain
retroactive provisions go into effect, deductions will increase. Mean-
while, state and local taxes are rnaintaining their uninterrupted rise.
Nixon has also called for further cuts in civilian expenditures by the
federal government. And the restrictive policies of the Federal Reserve
are by no means at an end. Further increases in the discount rate are
not unlikely, nor are fwther increases in reserye requirements.

At the same time there is little prospect that inflation will be

greatly decreased, The announced policy of the Nixon Administrat-
tion, like its predecessor, is to seek to reduce inflation without precipi
tating a recession. On the basis of this policy the general outlook is

that economic growth will be slowed down to a rate of some 3-3.5

percent in the latter part of the year, that unemployment will rise
somewhat, and at some point will exceed the 4 per cent mark, and
that the rate of price increases will be lowered to 3 or 3.5 per cent
by the year's end. This is a far cry from a return even to the 1.8 per
cent rate preceding the escalation. Yet, in view of the persistently high
rate in the ffrst quarter, it is open to question whether even this much
of a reduction will materialize.

It is already clear that the Nixon policy is one of bearing down
increasingly on the working people. Its emphasis is on higher taxes
and further cuts in federal spending, which means further emascula-
tion of social welfare and public service programs. As for taxes,

Arthur F. Burns, a Nixon economic advisor, urges consideration of a

value-added tax to replace income taxes in part. Such a tax on the
value added at each stage of manufacture would in the end be paid
by the consumer. Burns also supports tax concessions for corporations
investing in ghetto construction. (Interview in U.S. Neros and,Woild
Report, November L8, 1968.) This is more fully spelled out by Nixon's
Secretary of the Treasury David M. Kennedy, whose ideas are set

forth in U.S. Naos andWorld Rapmt (December 23, 1968) as follows:

To Mr. Kennedy, the johnson antipoverty programs have been
highlywasteful....

The approach preferred by Mr. Kpnnedy is one involving pro-
grams that "are built on the principle of an effective partnership
with private enterprise."

That seems to indicate that Mr. Kennedy, like Mr. Nixon, is in
favor of giving industry a major role in antipoverty asd urban
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programs and rewarding business with special tax savings in the
form of "tax credits."

In short, for big business new proffts at the expense of those who
live in the ghettos and new tax concessions; for the workers new tax
burdens.

While spending for the people's needs is to be cut, military spending
is to be maintained at present levels even if the Vietnam war should
end. Erwin Knoll reports in The Progressi,oe ("Th" Military Estab-
Iishment Rides High," February, 1969):

On the eve of Election Day, Nixon's campaign headquarters dis-
closed the price tag for his policy of military "superiority"-a Penta-
gon budget of $87 billion by L872. The projection assumed an end
to the Vietnam wEIr. . . .

At the Pentagon, Knoll adds, a target of $100 billion is often men-
tioned.

Nixon has rejected the Johnson "wage and price guidelines" as

being inefiective. There is little doubt, however, that more effective
means of holding wages down will be sought and that a new wave of
anti-labor legislation is in the offing. It is well to remember Nixon's
unsavory record in this fteld, in particular that he was co-author of
the Mundt-Nixon Bill, forerunner of the Taft-Hartley Act.

It is clear that sooner or later expanding capital investment and
housing construction must run up against contracting consumer buying
power and that the present situation must then come to an end. The
only questions are how soon the collision will take place and how
violent it will be. Today, as we have noted, there is no $10-18 billion
a year rise in war expenditures to absorb tbe impact. Hence it is not
unlikely that the effects of the squeeze may suddenly take hold,
leading to falling production, a reversal of the current trends in capital
investment and housing construction and a considerable rise in un-
employment. In short, what may well result is not merely a slowing
down but an outright recession.

In any case, the outlook for the American working people remains
one of rising taxes, rising interest rates, declining social services and
continued infation.

Also entering the picture is the world monetary sit'uation. The
acute dollar crisis of a year ago has currently fied down, and in 1968

the balance of payments showed a surplus of $2,00 million-the ffrst
in many years. But the surplus was due to special circumstances, Par-
ticularly to an extraordinary infow of capital in the fourth quarter.
These circumstances are not apt to be repeated, and a renewed deflcit
is anticipated for 1969. More important, the world monetary situation

I

I
I
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remains shaky, as the recent French crisis has served to remind us. A
sudden new upsurge of the dollar crisis greatly aggravating economic
difficulties, is by no means out of the question.

Policy and. Theory

From the foregoing it is evident that the record of government
economic policy, while it is not one of complete ineffectiveness, is
at the same time scarcely one of glowing success. The "ffne tuning"
of the economy which tlle "New Economics" is supposed to have
achieved has proven to be more wish than reality. The so-called anti-
inflation campaign has been more aptly described as "blunderbuss
economics"l certainln the correspondence between its declared intent
and its results have been small.

In some capitalist circles the limitations of bourgeois economic
theory are being increasingly stressed. The First National City Bank s

l,tonthty Economic Letter (February, 1969) states:

The intention is to restore price stability without producing a
recession. Whether such a desirable goal can be achieved is an
open question, however. For one thing, our ability to predict the
results of economic policies is limited. The advocates 

-of the tax
surcharge, for example, had confidence in the strength of their
medicine too.

The March Letter adds:

It is only fair to acknowledge that neither economists nor gov-
ernment policy makers know a great deal about the precise effects
of restrictive monetary and fiscal policies in an infationary en-
vironment.

Fortune (April, 1967), surveying the slowdown in that year, goes
further, saying:

The fundamental limitation on what the New Economics can
accomplish lies not in the accuracy of its foresight (which could
be improved) no,r even in the influence of its views on public policy
(which also can be improved), but in the capability oF government
action to control the natural forces of the economy.

Here we approach the nub of the question. The fact is that the
anarchic capitalist economy is not subiect to any real regulation. The
authentic economic power resides not in the state but in the giant
monopolies, each of which seeks its own advantage.

Indeod, government economic policy is essentially designed to
serve the interests of the monopolies. The much-publicized anti-infla-
tion campaign is not really a drive against inflation; its true purpose

is to saddle the costs of empire on the working class. It is a ruling-

class policy and the theoretical rationales by which it is bolstered are

ruling-class rationales.
As a matter of fact the monopolists are not at all averse to infation,

which holds important advantages for them',In a p,eriod of.infation

it is the prices if their products which rise ffrst. Wages follow only

some timL hter as *orli"r, succeed in winning wage increases, and

even then these may be insufficient to compensate for the increased

living costs. Inflation serves as a means of nullifying wage increases
..paifiessly',-that is, without provoking 

- 
the stormy ,resistance 

with
.,iti"t attlmpts at direct wagJcuts *o"lq undoubtedly be-met' The

difficulties #se orly when tf,e rate of inflation gets "out of bounds,"

leading to reduced exports, a rise in the balance of payments deffcit

and the weakening of the dollar as a world currency'

All efiorts at go:vernment regulation of the economy run afoul not

only of the araichy of production but equalll of th9 contradiction

between the enormous Jxpansive tendencies of capitalist_production

and the restriction of the ultimate consumer market. Since they operate

in the interests of monopoly capital, the economic measures taken by
the state, while they inflience e^conomic growth, serve to intensify_this

contradiction. Hence, though they are 
-capable of limiting cyclical

swings in the economy they cannot eliminate the tendency to overpro-

ductlon, which ,"p""t"dly asserts itself. These manifestations have

been met by renewed stimuli through tax cuts or increase government

spending. In the end, reliance has been placed principally on increased

military expenditures.
The'mea-sure being taken now assertedly to "coof' the economy are

sharpening the contradiction between, production and consumption

,ro l6ss th; did those designed to stimulate it. Therefore the possibility

of a new recession or even of a more severe downturn is always very

much in the picture. At the same time, nothing demonstrat-es so clearly

as the 
"rrrr"i.t 

gap between intentions and reality the fundamental

limitations of econornic regulation by a capitalist state'

The sharp conficts which develop between different eionomic

schools are 
-at 

bottom only confiicts over the most satisfactory way to

serve monopolist interests. At this moment the "New Economics" is

being challenged by the monetary theory of Milton Friedman, one-time

econ"omic advisor to Goldwater and more recently to Nixon. Friedman

decries all emphasis on ffscal measures and on fuctuations in employ-

ment, product-ion or interest rates. Price stability a-nd- sustained eco-

nomic 
-growth 

can be secured, he maintains, simply by a monetary

policy aimed at assuring a steady rate of growth in the money supply.

ECONOMIC TNENDS
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Along with this, government spending should be held in check at all
times and budget deffcits avoided. These ideas are currently gaining
vogue in government circles.

This controversy is not a matter of indifierence to the working class.
Friedman is among the most outspoken representatives of the reac-
tionary school which opposes all social welfare measures as infringing
on personal liberty. His theories refect the views of the most reaction-
ary sections 

_of big business and must be vigorously fought. At the
same time, the real interest of workers does not lie in c[oosing be-
tween two schools of bourgeois thought, or in developing iluiions
about possibilities of regulating capitalism for everyone's Lenefft. It
lies rather in the finn defense i1 *elr o,utn class inierests against the
assaults of monopoly capital by whatever means may be employed.

The defense of their interests demands an unremitting 
-ffght 

for
wage increase and againt the ever more unconscionable qpeedup. It
demands a ffght for an end to the surtax and for substaniar tax re-

{yctions for working people. It demands a ffght against the racist
discrimination which is used by the ruling crass tJhord down the
wages and working conditions of all workers. It demands a ftght
against the progressive impairment of health, education and vital
social services. And above all it demands an unrelenting ffght to end
the Vietnam war and its mounting drain on the econom]. 

"
As the workers'situation has become more difficult, wage struggles

have become more intense, strikes have become more numerous ind
more hard-fought, and rank-and-ffle actions and movements have
multiplied. Especially noteworthy has been the growing militance of
black workers. fu the pres-sures on purchasin[ po*6r and riving
standads grow, these struggles wil nof only beconie stil sharper but
will expand in scope. .,{.lready there are rumblings of a revolt 

-against

the extortionate tax burden. Thus, on March 26 tf,e New ]ersey Ild,rs-
trial-union council (AFL-cIo) submitted to congress petitions with
100,000 signatures, calling for an end to the surtax.-othei unions have
followed suit. we may expect similar reactions to skyrocketing rents
and other prices. And in alfthese battles, communists must be fo"remost

.among the initiators and participants. As our Draft political Reso-
lution states: "The Party mirst be-an organization that acts in defense
of the people's economic demands."

WIITIAIVI L. PATTEBSON

In Honnr of Paul Hnhesnn*
Dear Friends and Fellow Americans:

This, for me, is a moment of great pleasure. Tliis is true not solely
because we have gathered to do honor to Paul Leroy Robeson, one
of this century's outstanding ffgures. His labors for the liberation
of his fellow men have brought him the well-earned love and
respect of all progressive mankind. He has honored us in all that
he has done; in honoring him we honor ourselves and our country.

But it is of the time and place of this celebration that I would
speak for a moment. Both are to be associated with Paul's life and
the lessons we must draw from it.

We meet in one of the most momentous periods in the history of
our country. Black Americans, in revolutionary struggle in every
state of the Union, are playing a leading part in desperately seeking
to stem the tide toward an American police state, an American
brand of fascism. It is what the late Dwight D. Eisenhower callecl
the "military-industrial complex" r,vhich seeks to impose this in our
land. By a bloody, murderous rvar abroad, these billionaire gangsters
seek to divert attention from the numerous crises we confront at home.

Could there be a more rromentous hour? Events that menace
our cities and our lives revolve around us. George Crockett, a black
judge in Detroit, is being harrassed because he gave a democratic
interpretation to law and order. We are nearing a monumental crisis,
a political crisis of democrary in the country. Our responsibilities
to ourselves, to our country, to mankind are great indeed, and the
greatest of these is the destruction of racism. It was about these con-
ditions that Paul wrote in his book Here I Stand, when he fearlessly
stated his position. We meet today in a time when men must state
"which side they are on!"

We meet in a vitally signiftcant city. Chicago is rich with tradi
tions of democratic struggles, waged by blacks as well as by whites,
such as the struggle against the rape of Ethiopia, the struggles waged
in the stock yards, packing houses and against Harvester. Chicago
has been enriched by an influx of black refugees feeing the rope
and faggot of the lynchers' law in their homeland, and learning here
for the ffrst time through ]ames W. Ford, Claude and Geraldine Light-
foot, David Poindexter, Ray Hansbrough, Richard Wright, Christine

]ohnson, Margaret Boroughs, Lorraine Hansberry, St. Clair Drake,

* Address at meeting in tribute to Paul Robeson's Ttst birthday, Chicago,
Illinois, April 18, 1969.
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Nina Evans, Solon Bell, Horace Cayton, Ishmael Flory, Peter Brown,

Charlie Hayes, Rulph Turner, Marion Perkins and a host of others,

&e nature of the struggle and the identity of the enemy. You should

Icnow these names.
Tell me where in this country one can ffnd more vivid and grati-

fying memories of black America's contributions to a city's growth,
and to its struggles against criminally-imposed decay, than here in
this city founded by john Baptiste DuSable, a black-pioneer? Tell
me where one can ffnd greater proof of the immeasurable worth of
black citizens to America, than here where their contributions to
its economic, political and cultural life has been so outstanding?

You have produced a ftghting working class, which has smashed

through the doors of jim-crow corporations and of trade unions, many

of whose leaders have ficked their employers' boots. You have pro-
duced ffrst-rate doctors, scientists, teachers, lawyers, writers, poli-
ticians and businessmen. Most of them have spoken of the degrading

and dehumanizing force of racism even when they were afraid to
aclnowledge and identify its social source and name it as Paul did.
Their economic ties with dollar-monopoly prevented them from re-

sisting more determinedly than they did.
Now you are producing a youth, whose militancy is unsurpassed

and whose determination to affect a fundamental change in human
relations and in the status of black citizenry cannot be thwarted
by white ruling-class racist terror called law and order. They are

willing and ready to learn the laws of revolutionary struggle. We
should glory in the fact that this youth will not take "No" as a.n

arlsu)er to thei,r democratic demanils that are consistent taith the
Consitution of the tlnited, States and, the Charter of the United
Nations. On their banner, in large rneoxme, rests the future of our
country and the peace of the woild. Tens of thousands of them will
follow in the footsteps of Paul Robeson.

This is the place where we meet. This, too, is Chicago with the
memories of Paul Robeson's courageous activities in many of your
signiftcant struggles still fresh in the minds of thousands, especially
o'f our older generation. This picture must be made known to the
black youth. To a majority of them the past is unknown. This alone

is proof that our schools are institutions of miseducation, especially
in the social sciences.

White Americans should be shown this picture, too. What they
do not know about the role of racism and the racists reflects the
depth to which the myths of white superiority control their thoughts
and actions. White historians have, in the main, warped and dis-

torted the history of these United States. Their misrepresentations
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have been used to create an image of an ignoble black man, to
miseducate, confuse, deceive and divide us and to dehumanize millions
of white Americans.

It is from this background of deception and dehumanization that
those who now rule this city and state seek to build a racist regime
of so-called law and order, and to supplement it with a criminal
white backlash. They are working overtime. But they will not succeed,
for Chicago is the home of millions of peace-loving pbople, an ever-
increasing number of whom are black, who are studying the nature
of their erploitation and oppression and learning the identity of
the oppressor.

Black and white, we have met here to do honor to a black
American of heroic stature. We can honor him best by preparing
to complete the struggle he has so magniffcently waged. The slogan
is freedom, peace, security and justice nowl

How proud we all should be that three score and eleven years
ago, on April 9, a black mother gave birth to Paul Robeson. His
father was born a slave. That father passed through the trying
experiences of the Reconstruction era, witnessed the monstrous Hayes-
Tilden Cornpromise that again gave to the white landlords and
their cohorts political power in the South, and enabled them to
make of lynching a common practice in all relations \4/ith black
citizens, and to make a mockery of human dignity in a black skin.

]ust before the turn of the eentury, Paufs father saw the repudia-
tion of the civil-rights laws, a betrayal of all that black men had
died so gloriously to win in the Civil War, by a class that had come
to power. Abraham Lincoln, our Civil War president, said that
those black men played a decisive part in the victory of northern
capital. Stories of Pauls father's experiences, while not scientiffcally
analyzed, enriched Paul's early years, his outlook on life, and con-
ditioned his social thinking.

Paul Robeson was a splendid athlete-in football-an All-American
at Rutgers University, which now seeks to diswon him. Ho was
superior to those around him in every avenue of sport. He was
taught by his father and his oldest brother to stive to master every
ffeld of endeavor he entered. He did that, and thus became a death-
less example ol perseoerance and determination to all our youth,
regardless of eolor. He won his Phi Beta Kappa key. He was an
enormously popular singer, a concert artist. He was a superb actor.
He was a linguist mastering several languages.

Paul was a statesman. Not in the realm of politics, although he
stood head and shoulders over many others in that arena. He was
a statesman in the sphere of art and culture. He studied the rela-
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tion of art to liberation movements. PauI was ar] artist o{ the revo-

lution. He was a ffghter for a democracy of the people. He did
not believe that the other cheek should be turned to the aggressor.

He was in the midst of the ffght for the lives of the Scottsboro

Boys, Angelo Herndon, Willie McGee, the Trenton Six, and a

nu,mber ol other civil rights victims. That distinguished him from

the artist-reformer.
However, Paul believes in the need for reforms, especially in the

domain of art. He came to the concert stage and into the theater

when the black artist was conffned to the stereotype. He, however,

had no intention of accepting that situation. He did not hesitate to
ffght for reforms. He fought for parts that would give to the black
artist a sense of dignity and respect, parts that would reveal the

black man's role in ihe 
-making 

of the nation s history and the fight
for its uniffcation, free and indivisible. But PauI Robeson wanted and

wants not only reforms, for they can change with each new adminis-

tration. He wants a change in the very structure of society. He wants

the concert platform and the stage to reflect the historical necessity

for suoh a transformation. Paul became a people's artist, seeing art
as a weapon for the people, and his mastery of it, a means of training
them for the liberation struggle.

That is why Paul went to Spain during its terrible civil war ancl

sang to the troops in the trenches, Spanish workers and peasants,

Americans, Europeans, men and wornen who were ffghting with
courage and heroism to stop Hitler and Franco at the gates of Madrid'
He was a "premature anti-fascist," one of those farsighted peace

lovers who recognized that if Hitler was stopped in Spain, a second

world war m€ht be prevented, iust as a third world war may be
prevented if American imperialism is stopped in Vietnam. Paufs
experiences at home forewarned him as to the nature of fascism.

Paul hated Hitler and every aspect of Hitlerism, especially its anti-
Semitism. He hated imperialist wars. And it was for this that U.S.
imperialism persecuted him.

He travelled throughout Europe, Asia and Africa, and travelled
as an artist of the freedom-loving peoples of the world, as an artist
of the anti-colonial movement, until the Elovernment took away
his passport. He was not afraid to go to the socialist states. The world
was changing, and he, coming from an oppressed people, appreciated
that no social change from capitalism could be foreign to them.
The artist's platform became for him an arena of battle. One of
the lessons he has given us is that there is no social area in which
men meet, where :men cannot, if they will, ffght against the oppres-
sion of their fellow men. He avidly sought to learn the science
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of society, as he reveals in Here I Stand.. What a lesson for our youth
who live in this era of sharpening revolutionary strugglel What
a call for mobilizationt

Paul is one among those courageous men and women who saw
that the government of this country had violated every human rights
provision of the Charter of the United Nations and all of its con-
ventions and covenants, especially the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and Convention for the Prevention and Punishment
of Genocide. He wanted to expose it. He was one of those who ffled
a petition with the U.N., charging this government with the crime
of genocide against the Negro people. He submitted that petition
to the Secretariat of the U.N. in New York City. He has always
declared that those who at home will make of genocide a policy
of government, will export racism and make war abroad if and when
the circumstances are favorable, using black soldiers to murder
other colored peoples.

Paul saw that he was not ftghting against an individual. He and
his people were ffghting a socio-economic systern geared, throug)r
its administrative, judicial and legislative branches, to keep them
down-a system which the Kerner Committee report mistakenly called
"white racism," thus concealing the ruling-class character of racism
and religious bigotry, and the far-reaching class ramiffcations of racism.

Racism is not only lynch terror in and out of the courtroom. Racism
is a disbelief in the dignity and humanism of some men because
of their color. Racism becomes embodied in nations whose leaders
preach and practice racial hate and (white) superiority and suprem-
acy. Racism leads to the degeneracy and dehumanization of those
who practice it. It weakens the national integrity and moral strength
of those who eonstantly must combat it. We must destroy American
racism, one of the monstrous crimes of the 2fth century, an enemv
o{ all mankind and a policy of this govemment. This is an admoni-
tion made by Paul Robeson.

In his book Here I Stand, Paul says, "I am a Negro," and he
describes his deathless affinity with black people. Then he says, "I
am an American," adding "Yes, for well over 300 years .my people
have been a part of American life and history."

Paul quotes the immortal William E. B. Du Bois who, in replying
to the challenge of those who have made racist terror a govern-
mental policy, said in The Souls of Black Falks:

Your country? How come its yours? Before the Pilgrims landed,
we were here. Here we- have brought our three gifts-and mingled
them yjlh yours; I gif! of sto_ry_ and song-soft, stirring melody
to an ill-harmonized and unmelodious land; the gift of sweat and



POI.nICAf, ATFAINS

brawn to beat back the wilderness, conquer the soil, lay the
foundation of the vast, economic empire two hundrel yqq. before
your weak hands could have done i! the thir-d " 

gilJ of the spirit
1 . . O,rt song, our toil, our cheer . . . Would America have been

America without her Negro peopleP

Paul continues: "I ask today-what future can America have with-
out the free and unfettered contributions of our sixteen millions?"

The answer is-None. And the millions have grown to 22.

I ask, who that is blaek would permit rvithout a'desPerate struggle,

so savage and barbarous a ruling class as has usulped the power
and rig[ts of the American people, to take that heritage, that birth-
right from us? I say, we are a new people, conceived in slavery but
dedicated to end men's exploitation of his fellow men, on American
soil.

Today we have gathered to celebrate the 71st birthday of Paul
Leroy Robeson. He is with us although he is ill. His spirit dominates
this rneeting. His ffght is for our dignity as human beings-our con-

stitutional rights-for the salvation of our country from those who
would do here what the bloody Hitler and his creators did in Germany

-make a police state of our land. Every ffght we black men wage
to eliminate the ghetto, to get full employment, decent housing
schools where our children are really educated, is a ffght for our
country and all who battle for national liberation. The militant voices
of today echo Paul Robeson's call to action. He is a great pioneer
who will take his stand beside the deathless Frederick Douglas and
the immortal W' E. B. Du Bois.

But each of us must recognize that equal rights and opportunities
will not come to us under this system. That is proven by the contempt
with which the civil rights reports of four presidential commissions
have been treated. It is proven by the treatment accorded Paul
Robeson and W. E. B. Du Bois, by the murder of Dr. Martin Luther
King and N{alcolm X, and the attempts to behead the militant organi-
zations of today.

As Paul wrote, our battle for national liberation has become linked
with every existing struggle for human progress whether in Africa,
Asia, Latin America or Europe.

We have learned vital lessons from Paul. We salute him. We
salute him as one of our foremost leaders, one of the great men
of the world, a resident of the United States and a citizen of the world.

CHARI.HS JACOB, IR.

Guyana' Victim of Electnral Fraud
For nearly two decades, the People's Progressive Party (PPP)-

founded in 1950 by Dr. Cheddi Jagan-has been spearheading the
struggle for genuine independence of the people of Guyana. The PPP
has never lost a general election that was "free and fair." In 1964,
however, with the territory not yet fully independent, the PPP was
robbed of political office because of a major British electoral fraud
inspired by the United States.

The Anglo-American plot to get rid of the PPP government in
British Guiana (as the territory was known before independence in
May, 1966) is well documented in Arthur M. Schlessinger, Jr., A
Thusand Days: Iohn F. Kennedy in the White House (pages 68-69)
and in the (London) Sundag Times, "How the CIA Got Rid of Jagan"
(February 10, 1967) and "Macmillan, Sandys Backed CIAs Anti-
]agan Plot" (February 28, 1967).

Harold Wilson (while leader of the opposition in Britain) had aptly
described the plans of Macmillan's Tory government to cheat the PPP
as "a rigged constitutional arrangement," but he did nothing to re-
verse these plans, although the opportunity for so doing presented
itself shortly thereafter when his party became the British government.
Wilson's "Labor" government dutifully executed the plans of its cap-
italist predecessors in office.

Thus, in December, 1964, as the result of Anglo-American con-
spiracy (including ClA-fomented and -ffnanced disturbances in
Guyana and a rigged election), the PFP was "defeated- and a puppet
coalition government installed in its place. The coalition partneis were
the allegedly socialist People's National Congress (PNC) and the
avowedly capitalist-imperialist United Force (UF).

In December, 1968, Guyana now being politically independent, the
PPP was again the victim of another electoral fraud, of much greate
p-roportions this time, but at the hands of a Guyanese political party,
the PNC. (The PNC-UF coalition broke up shortly befoie the election.

Elzcti,on Ngge d, C orxtitution Y iolat e d

Shamelessly rigged, now by the PNC itself, the lg68 general election
was "won" by that party which was able to form the government
alone' Massive fraud, whieh included fabricated and padded domestic
and overseas electoral rolls, extensive proxy-voung and other corrupt
and illegal practices, enabled the PNC to poll S0.4 pe, cent of tl]e
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domestie vote (a majority of one seat) and 55.6 per cent of both the

domestic and overseas votes (a working maiority of seven).

It should be pointed out that voting in a national election by tens of

thousands of persons born in Guyana (population: approximately

675,000) but resident abroad, most of them permanently and as citizens

of other countries, was a PNC innovation designed to assist in the elec-

toral fraud. The PNC was able, by manipulation, to "poll" 94 per cent

of the overseas votes!
There is now much evidence, documentation and convincing proof,

that the PNC-conducted general election of 1968 was a colossal fraud
from start to ffnish. The result does not refect the wishes of the Guy-

anese people. The PNC govemment is in reality a U.S. puppet regime

-hat does not have the conffdence of the Guyanese nation'
In a feeble defense to the rigging charges, PNC leader L. F. S.

Burnham, now Prime Minister, made the absurd claim that "demo-

cratic processes" were observed, and that his party won beca-use it had
..breacired the PPP strongholds in the Corentyne and elsewhere."

Breaches there were, but only on the Constitution and the electoral laws

of Guyana by the minority PNC government.
It ii important to note, in connection with the hypocritical utter-

ance about "democratic processes," that the conduct and supervision

of the election, including the registration of voters that preceded it,
were undertaken solely by handpicked activists and supporters of the

PNC, in violation of the Constitution of Guyana. The ruling PNC

usurped the functions of the Elections commission, established under

the eonstitution and representative of all rnajor parties (PPP, UF and

PNC). The functions of the Commission are clearly laid down in
Article 69(1) of the Constitution:

The Elections Commission shall have such functions connected
with or relating to the registration of electors or the conduct of the
elections as are conferred upon it by or under this Constitution or,

subject thereto, any Act of Parliament; and, subject to the provisions
of this Constitution, the Commission-

(a) shall exercise general direction and supewision- over the
,regislration of electors"and the administrative cdnduct of elections;

and
(b) shall issue such instructions and take such action as aPPear

to it necessary or expedient to insure impartiality, fairness and com-
pliance with ihe provisions of this Constitution or of any act-of Par-
Iiament on the part of persons exercising Powers or performing
duties connected with or relating to the matters aforesaid.

The PNC regime displayed utter contempt for the Constitution by
ignoring the representative Elections Commission.
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Fabricateil and Pa.dded Electoral Rolls

On the eve of the election, the (London) Sun"day Times ( December
13, 1968) carried an article headed: "Jagan and Burnham . . . It's
Polling Day Tomorrow. Has Guyana Election Already Been Decided
in Britain?" This article stated that the "highly reputable pollsters,"
Opinlon Research Center, had carried out a survey of a sample of
1,0(X) names and addresses from the official preliminary registration list
of 43,000 names. After making allowance lor a sampling error of 8
per cent, the survey showed that "not more than 10,000 people were
genuine eligible voters." In other words, less than one-quarter of the
total PNC-registered voters was genuine!

The Su.nilny Times article continued:

The most devastating eyidence of inaccuracy in the program
came from Wolverhampton, where the only registration agent, Mr.
]oe Hughes, said he had registered all4l Guyanese in his area. The
official list showed more than 220 people eligible to vote in Wolver-
hampton. Mr. Hughes could not explain r,vhere the others came
from.

The padding of the overseas voters' lists was also thoroughly ex-
posed by TV in Britain as "a massive fabrication," Woild in Action
r ]anuary 6, 1969), the Granada Television program, disclosed that
most of the workers registered in the United States and the United
Kingdom were fake. Only 4,700 of the 11,750 persons registered in
the U.S., and 18,050 of the 44,300 registered in the U.K,. were genuine
clectors (19,000 voted in the U.K. alone).

After making the unlikely assumption that all of the 12,550 voters
registered in the rest of the world were genuine and had voted,
Granada TV said that the most generous estimate of the Guyana elec-
tors abroad should be 80,800; but 86.745 votedt "Inescapably," it said,
"at least 6,445 votes were faked, and that's being excessively cautious."
Humphrey Taylor, director of Opinion Research Center (referred, to
earlier), declared on Granada TV:

Obviously I don't know what happened in Guyana, but so far as
Britain is concerned, the compilation of the register was a totally
dishonest and corrupt operation. And, as we have clearly estab-
lished, the great majority of the people listed do not exisi. This I
would think is unprecedentecl for a Commonwealth countr/, as far
as I larow; and it's, you know, a pretty awful and diqgraceful
episode.

Inside Guyana, electoral rolls were also paddod. PNC government
officials claimed that the 21 per cent increase in the number of regis-
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tered voters for the four-year period 1964-1968, as compared with a
19 per cent increase for the eleven-year period 1953-1964, was "nor-

mal." When one examines the increases in the various parts of the

country, however, evidence of PNC padding is unmistakeable. In-
creases were small in all areas of PPP strength, and amazingly large in
PNC strongholds.

There was, for example, an increase of only 10 per cent in six dis-
tricts of the Corentyne area, where the PPP has strong support. But
in the Mackenzie, Mazaruni-Potaro, and Ab"ry districts, dominated
by PNC supporters, increases were 109 Per cent, 58 per cent and 49

per cent respectively. In the Abary district, those subdistricts with
strong PFP support increased by only 5 per cent to 6 per cent, as com-

pared with 50 per cent to 100 per cent increases in PNC-supported
subdistricts.

Ahne of the Proxy Vote

In the 1968 general election, an extraordinarily large number of
proxies was issued to facilitate "voting" for the PNC by deceased, un-
derage and ftctitious persons. Large numbers of PPP supporters, on

arrival at the polls, discovered to their amazement that other persons
whom they had not appointed proxies had alreacly voted for them,
yet another misuse of the proxy voting system.

Proxies were issued up to the last moment although the deadline
for issue was 25 days prior to polling day. The reasons for such a

deadline was to enable accurate lists of proxies to be prepared for the
scrutiny of all contesting parties, to which they were to be available
four days before polling, according to law. Even now, months after
the election, the PNC regime has not produced the proxy lists. The
fraudulent inclusions, therefore, may never come to light.

It is interesting to note, with respect to proxy-voting, the sharp
increases in such balloting since the 1961 general elections, when only
300 proxy votes were recorded. At the 1964 eiection (conducted and
rigged by the British in favor of the PNC), 6,635 proxy votes were
cast. This drew adverse comment from the Commonwealth team that
observed the election. They wrote:

One administrative provision which seemed open to manipulation
was the proxy . . . we feel it our duty to point out that the proxy
system is [able to abuse.

In spite of this warning, there was an alarming extension of proxy
voting at the PNC-conducted general election of December, 1968, for
reasons that are now quite obvious. Over 30,000 proxy votes were castl

GUYANA

Mandpul,ation of the Ballot

At all previous general elections, ballots were counted in eaeh elec-

toral district or constituency, of which there are now 88 throughout
Guyana. This meant that ballot boxes did not have to be transported

over long distances and, therefore, there was virtually no risk of tam-

pering. At the 1968 election, however, the 38 counting centers were re-
Auced to three, necessitating the transportation of boxes over exceed-

ingly long distances. This, and the refusal to allow PPP agents to ob-

serve the movement and storage (sometimes overnight) of tlie ballot
boxes facilitated tampering by the PNC.

There was, for example, one ballot box from the Pomeroon district
in which there were four parcels of ballot papers bound together by
rubber bands. From the Corentyne East district, three boxes were
found to contain more, and one box less, ballot PaPers than were
officially recorded. Boxes from other districts showed similar dis-
crepancies.

The manner in which the overseas ballot papers were issued, cast,

collected, transported and counted, provided many opportunities for
maniptrlation of the vote. Consequently, the PNC obtained M,429 of.

the overseas votes cast; the PPP, 1,003; and the UF, 1,058.

The enormous number of proxies and the manipulation of the elec-
toral rolls and the ballot helped the PNC to secure 50.4 per cent of
the domestic votes cast which, under the existing system of proportional
representation, gave the party 27 of. the 53 seats in Parliament, a bare
majority of one. The faked overseas votes brought its total number of
seats to 30, a working majority of seven seats.

The PNC clearly does not have a mandate to speak for the people of
Guyana. It has perpetuated itself in office by fraud. Any plebiscite,
conducted under independent auspices with an honestly prepared
register of electors, will prove that the PNC has the support of about
one-third of the electorate at the most.

It is now clear that in the neo-colony of Guyana ( as it is under the
PNC), rigged elections-some PNC diehards say there will be no more
elections-will continue to be the order of the day, so that imperialism,
U.S. in particular, may consolidate and strengthen its stranglehold on
the eeonomy through the agency of puppet regimes, like the PNC
governrnent, which is maintained in power by dishonest means.

P ost-El.eAion D eoeloryents

Faced, as it now is, with dwindling popular support, the PNC re-
gime is resorting more and more to despotic measures. And there is
every likelihood that Guyana will increasingly assume the character of
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a Latin-American-type dictatorship, with all the evils that such a

status implies.
The PNC regime now proposes to enact legislation to enlarge the

police force and army and to ban strikes. Powers have already been
assumed by Executive Order to censor and ban fflms that are anti-
imperialist in content. (This action is directed against the Granada
TV fflms: "The Trail of the Vanishing Voters," and "The Making of
a Prime Minister.")

On February 24,l%9, the PNC railroaded through Parliament a bill
restricting free movement. Anyone can now be prevented from leaving
Guyana if the PNC Minister of Home Affairs considers "it necessary
in the interests of defense, public safety or public order or for the
purposes of preventing the subversion of democratic institutions in
the country."

Meanwhile, ideological aggression against the working class is being
intensiffed through the ClA-ffnanced and -controlled Critchlow Labor
College. Trade unionists are taught to ,&vorce the labor movement
from political struggles. Needless to say, bribery and coruption of
labor fakers who head the captive unions and PNC efforts to prevent
the democratization of such unions continue unabated.

Ideological aggression is experienced not only on the labor front.
On every other front-academic, cultural, religious, political, economic

-there is disseminated an ever increasing barrage of lies and half-
truths, all calculated to deceive and confuse, and thereby to help
preserve the status quo, to prevent needed social change, to transfer
blame for failure and mass misery from the PNC re$me to others.

Such, in desperate brevity, are the more important post-election
developments in Guyana. One is reminded at this time of the fate of
the regimes of Ayub Khan in Pakistan, of OlNeill in Northern Ireland,
and of Pengal in neighboring Surinam. The events that led to the res-
ignation of the Pengal government have some socio-political similari-
ties to those in Guyana, and may well be indicative of the course that
politics will take in this neo-colony.

RODOI^FO GHIOTDI

XIII tongress nf [,ommunist Party of Argentina

The XIII National congress of the communist Party of Argentina,

recently conclucled, efiected a profound analysis of the national and

internaiional situation and determined with the utmost precision the

immediate tasks of the Party toward the realization of a democratic,

agrarian and anti-imperialist revolution, regarding such as a phas-e

oi the road to socialism. Given cunent conditions and the strength

of ttre socialist world, such revolution is not separated from socialism

by a Chinese wall-as proved by the Cuban example-and the tran-

sition from the ffrst to the second can be swift.
Considering that the Argentine situation is conditioned not only by

domestic factors, which are greatly influenced by world conditions,

the XIII Congress devoted much attention to world events, and above

all, to the strengthening of the great Soviet union and the community
of socialist nations; to the vanguard of the proletarian movements in

capitalist countries and to widening of anti-imperialism. 
-At -the 

same

tirie it took note of the contradictions developing in the bosom of

imperialism itself and of the basis of its general debilitation. It evalu-

ated Latin American revolutionary progress-highlighted by the

Cuban revolution. It conftrmed its deep solidarity with the Communist

Parties and workers of the Soviet Union, Poland, the German Demo-

cratic Republic, Bulgaria and Hungary with regard to the fraternal

aid, given to the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia and its working

classl It condemned with utmost indignation the bestial provocations

of the Maoist camarilla in the Ussuri'
The XIII Congress was hostile to any shade of revisionism-Right

or "Left." It gave all its supPort to the coming Communist World
Conference *hose success, based on Marxism-Leninism and prole'
tarian interrrationalism, it will do all within its power to insure. In
this regard the XIII Congress underlined the irnportant role and high
internalional responsibility accorded to the Communist Party of the

Soviet Union and reaffirmed the deep and unyietrding friendship of

the Communist Party of Argentina with the Communist Party of the

Soviet Union, At the same time, it took note of the heroic role being

played by the Communist Party, USA in the heart of world imperial-
iesm. The XIII Congress voted unanimously a greeting to the fraternal

party of the United States and included Gus Hall as a member of its
iroro."ry presidium. Finally, the XIII Congress approved a declara-

tion against the provocations carried out by the gorilas in fu_gentina,

Uruguay and Chile for the purpose of creating artiffcial border inci-
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dents which serve exclusively the benefit of the imperialists.
Oppressed by latifundism, which is frequently expressed in great

extensions of dozens of thousands of hectares, and by imperialism,
Argentina sfmggles in stagnation and baclcwardness. The industrial
development which took place during the second world war-parallel
to that of other Latin American and Asian countries-has been limited
to light industry and now ffnds itself parulyzed. It is, moreover, a

special type of industrial developrnent distinguished by the fact that
it depends for its machinery and installations on the big capitalist
powers. That same subordination also rules in the case of raw mate-
rials or intermediate products. The line of prohibition and disenfran-
chisement applied by tUe Ongania military-fascist dictatorship exacer-
bates this process.

Such policies are carried out in the forrn of mixed partnerships
between foreign partners and state enterprises or between the former
and national private enterprises, as well as through direct absolption
(by foreign interests) of important Argentine companies. The foreign
enterpreneurs enjoy rnultiple privileges with regard to customs and
exchange. MODEPANA-Movement In Defense of National Re-
sources-has made it known that during the ffrst two years of the
dictatorship, it authorized the establishment of foreign capital, four-
fffths of whioh is North American capital, amounting to 40 million
dollars. And during that same period, remittances abroad in the guise
of beneffts, dividends and other forms, amounted to 850 million
dollars.

In 15 years, foreign corporrrtions have taken from our country 6
billion dollars. Thirty large industrial enterprises controlled by impe-
rialism have received more beneffts than 100,000 small and medium-
sized national enterprises. The International Monetary Fund and the
World Bank act as direct agents of the foreign monopolies. Note
should also be taken that the North American imperialists are, unfor-
tunately, increasingly inffltrating Argentine lands as powerful lati-
fundists, such as the celebrated King Ranch, of which Lyndon ]ohnson
has good reason to know, and the Coney Ranch which, in the province
of Mendoza, acquired a concession of 1,200,000 hectares. The King
Ranch is situated in the rich black lands and now encompasses more
than 400,000 hectares.

fugentine world commerce continues to decline-a grave situation
for a country that has been traditionally foreign-oriented, at a time
when it is suffering the grave consequences of unfavorable exchange.
In the sphere of Argentine-North American commerce, the Argentine
annual deffoit fuctuates around 200 million dollars. The dictatorship s

rec€nt le$slation has worsened the conditions of peasants and rural
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workers since it revoked the progressive agrarian laws, hard-won

through half a century of struggle. Att tt is was evaluated by the XIII
Congiess in order to determine its political line. From t]rese facts

arise-the necessity and inevitability of an agrarian and anti-imperialist

revolution.
The high interest rate on the foreign debt absorbs between 80 and

40 per ""it of the income from exports-a sum of well over one billion

dolLrs. The successive devaluations and colossal inflation further

darksn the general picture. The social consequences c-an easily be

seen, given 
"tt 

" pr*t"tifundist and pro-imperialist -policies 
of the

dietatoiship. Laboi legislation has been liquidated; salaries have been

frozen whi^le at the sime time prices have been decontrolled; educa-

tional and hospital services hai,e become the -privilege 
of 

-the 
rich'

The relativ" ,ira absolute pauperization of the workers has been

accentuated; the share in the national income of salaried employes

has been reduced from 46.5 per cent in 1958 to 85.6 per cent,in- 1958.

Nothing has been done about housing, of which there is a deffcit of

2,800,0fo units-a monstrous ftgure for a country of only 23 million
inhabitants.

This state of affairs dates from far back; it rvas not cteated exclu-

sively by the dictatorship. The dictatorship has gravely a-ccelerated it.

Argentina, governed for^a long time by the latifundist oligarchy, had

p"iiodr of government with the participation of the national bour'

leoise. These lrere governments in which, although_the latter carried

ihe most weight, noie, not even the government of Illia- who evolved

from a bourgeois liberal posture to center-Rjght-rnodiff_ed in any

way the economic-social structure of the Republic. History has proven

that the national bourgeoisie is incapable of carrying out the deep

transformations required for obiective development.

It is obvious thal it is the working class which must assume the

direction of the over-all anti-imperialist movement. To the question

of whether there exist among the natioiral bourgeoisie reserves likely
to march-one way or another- against imperialism, the answer is

yes. To the question of whether this national bour_geoisie should lead

such a movJment, the answer is no. The XIII Congress conffrmed

the Marxist-.Leninist line on that point, i.e', a democratic, agrarian

and anti-imperialist revolution, through a worker-peasant alliance

plus the incorporation of some sectors of tlre petty bourgeoisie under

ihe direction of the working class, headed by its Cornmunist Party.

The more efiective the worker-peasant alliance is, the greater the
possibilities of atkacting various sectors of the national bourgeoisie

to the anti-imperialist front.
The itinerary of the revolution faces an immediate obstacle: the



32 POTITTCAI. AFTAINS

military-fascist type dictatorship. The ffrst task is to destroy it, to
overthrow it. It must be isolated to prevent its consolidation Despite
the fact that the great majority in the country is against it, because of
the lack of unity of action among anti-dictatorship forces the dic-
tatorship prolongs itself. The line of the Party consists in promoting
the coalescence of all anti-dictatorship groups througlr mass activity,
warning against leaders who, by hiding their opposition, encourage
new military coups to ward off action of the mass of the people. ( If
in spite of everything a new military coup takes place, the Party will
go out in the streets with the masses and will lead them independ-
ently, with the aim of imparting the most advantageous course to the
movement and impelling the political crisis in a consistently demo-
cratic direction. ) The object is to ereate a coordinating center for
resistance and struggle designed to overthrow the dictatorship, to build
a government of ample democr:rtic coalition emanating from the
national democratic front, and to call a Congress which will determine
the political and social organization of the country.

Retaining its political autonomy and promoting the program of
agrarian and anti-imperialist democratic revolution, the Party has
offered to other forces a plan covering the minimal points and coin-
ciding with the important demands of other groups, so as to install
an anti-monopolist government.

The role of the working class is now considerable. It arises from
the very structure of the country, its long history and its struggles.
There are no less than 7 million workers concentrated in large indus-
trial complexes and not a few enterprises of thousands of workers.
The existence of about a million rural workers is equally important.

The main difficulty in this ffeld emanates from the nefarious inf,u-
ence of bourgeois-nationalist Peronismo. It is clear that the party
must try to win the decisive influence over the working class, but it
is also undeniable it will not succeed in doing so without counter-
acting ttrre bourgeois-nationalist influence of Peron, the pro-Nazi
demagogue of World War II davs who, as chief executive, ceded the
country's oil industry to North American imperialism along with the
electrical, meat packing, automotive and other industries. He was the
leader rvho negotiated with Milton Eisenhower, speeial envoy to the
then President, and surrendered Patagonia for economic exploitation
and strategic utilization.

The position of the Party on these mattersqhas long been estab-
lished: To work tirelessly against nationalist-Surgeois ideorogy; to
differentiate carefully between workers and peronist hierarciis; to
analyze the problems in depth follor,ving the rule of suaaiter in moiLo,
fortiter in re (suave in form, strong in content) . . .
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This systematic criticism of bourgeois nationalism is even more
indispensable in regard to the "national Left"-or if you please, "the
new Left," which is hostile toward what it calls the traditional Left
(the CP) and which openly transforms itself into an agent of Peron-
ism, from which fows the idea that the Argentine revolution will go
through a stage of Peronism. This "Left" rvhich includes the most
varied Trotskyite sects, angry petty-bourgeois groups and "ultra-
Lefts," frequently "Sinicized." Needless to say, Peron, who lauds
the "great Mao"-that is exactly what he said-systematically slanders
the Soviet Union. The Party has had not a few successes in its work
with Peronist workers and some thousands have come to our Partv
and have been re-ed.ucated.

The Party has resolved in its XIII Congress, in commemoration of
the 100th Anniversary of the birth of V. I. Lenin, to organize a re-
cruiting campaign under the slogan Promotion of Leniris lMth Anni-
Dersara.

A few words on the preparation and events of the XIII Congress.
N,Iany months in advance, various commissions were formed and
assigned the preparation of discussion material. These were com-
posed of about 500 ,comrades and directed by a member of the
Central Committee. On the basis of the documents prepared by the
commissions, the Central Committee worked out the draft political
theses as well as draft modiffcations (purely secondary) of the
prbgram and constitution. AII this was published in a booklet of
wlrich 47,0A0 copies were printed and distributed to all Party cells,
given personally to numerous activists. This material was discussed
for several months by the basic organizations, neighborhood assern-
blies and local and iegional "o**itt"", in tireir iespective confer-
ences (the Iatter designated the delagates). Party conferences were
held in 21 provinces involving in total almost g00 delegates. The
clubs and previous conferences called for many amendments, on
the basis of full adherence to the established political line.

The XIII Congress took place under strictly clandestine conditions:
it lasted for ffve days; it was attended by 116 delegates of whom
88 spoke. All provincial conferences as well as the National Congress
elected new leaders, combining the experience of the old witti the
energy of the new. The XIII Congress named Comrade Victorio
Codillo chairman of the Party.

The XIII Congress is of truly great importance. It is a testimonial
of the irnity of the Party, It reaffirmed its Marxist-Leninist position
of proletarian _internationalism. Nationalist revisionism or any other
revisionism will not make a dent in the great family of Argentine
Communists,

t
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The United States, A Society in frisis, Part I

Recently, Senator Fulbright, in a speech before the American Bar

AssociaUon, said: "The Gr6at Society is the Sick Society"'

Communists have been pointing io this fact ever since the com-

mencement of the Cold Wai, over iwenty years ago, but the evidences

of decay now are so manifest and the mass protests.against.them

so for-idable that even leading politicians must admit their existence'

As one would exPect, their admissions do not carry with them any

,ig"in"""t analysii as to why the condition exists, let alone what must

bJ done to come to grips with it. Rather, their admissions are descrip-

Urc ir, character ,rf, ih"ir recommendations are, at best, Palliatives'

Still, the admissions trnd the descriptions are important if only- as

incontrovertible evidence of the deplh of the decay and the reatty

of the crisis; the reeommendations] too, are consequential as indi-

cating probatle fines of action that may come from ruling-class circles,

and difierences within those circles.

very recently there has appeared a substantial book that is particu-

larly illuminating in its deicriptive content, its omissions, its admis-

sions, and its reJommendations-. It is entitled Agend'a-fm th-e N.ati'on;

its publisher is the prestigious an{ g1a;i--official Brookings Institution

i" fii"rfri"gton (1968,626 pp., $6'95).* Its editor is Kermit Gordon'

President of the lrrsiitotioi,'formerly a member of the Council of

Economic Advisers under Presidents Kennedy and ]ohnson, and Direc'

tor of the Budget for both of them. The volume consists of essays by

"igt 
tu", auth#s-all of great distinction-of which ten deal with do-

mestic and eight with foreign issues.

Among the"subjects no, ?iscussed in this weighty- work ane the

*orkirg""l"rr, 
"od 

the trade union movement, problems of health

and mJdical care, of local and state government, of transportation,

of pollution of both air and water, and of taxes. The ffrst omission

sertosly limits, of course, the reality o! any description of U'S' soci-

ety, noito speak of any efiort to provide an "agenda fo'^th: natiort'';

thi, colorsaf "oversighi" refects the class character of the book s

compiler and contributors.
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The problem-areas mentioned above as missing in the book repre-
sent in every case sectors of dire crisis: thus, the obsolescence of the
structures of local and state governments is a matter of notoriety.
Similarly, the absolutely scandalous condition of health and hospital
facilities in the United States-especially for those who are not wealthy

-also is widely recognized. The high .cost, inadequacy and fflthy
condition of urban transportation are known to all; the pollution of
air and water has reached emergency condition in many areas, and
the steep and unjust tax system has made demands for tax reform
among the most urgent of political questions. But, as we have noted,
all these matters are omitted.

In the area of foreign policy, omissions also are important and
revealing. Of course, realities of imperialism and colonialism are
missing, but this is to be expected given the nature of the book; in
addition, the whole subject of U.S. corporate and governmental invest-
ments abroad does not appear in this volume. The absence of such
basic data*whatever one's viewpoint-makes rather unreal much of
the description in the book; even taking into account its class char-
acter, this omission is somewhat startling. Quite extraordinary is the
omission of two whole continents, Latin America and Africa, both

-and in particular, the ffrst-fundamental, of course, to U.S. foreign
policy. Canada also goes unmentioned; perhaps this is no longer con-
sidered"foreign"! * * *

But, let us turn to rvhat the book does contain; when we do, a
generalization appears that is most important. Despite the above-
mentioned omissions and the semi-official nature of its source and
the eminently "proper" character of all its contributors, the essence
of the work is its insistence that most serious and urgent crises con-

front the rulers of the Uni.ted States on both the domestic and foreign
frorrts.

From this point of view, summarization of the volume-to the de-
gree that this can be done within the severe limits of an essay-will
be useful; the follorving pages, then, will be devoted to this task and
quotations will be rather extensive so that readers may see for them-
selves what these thoroughly respectable authorities say.

First, questions of domestic policy. Of great interest, even as to its
title, is the essay by James L. Sundquist, who was Deputy Under-
Secretary of Agrieulture for both Kennedy and ]ohnson. N{r. Sund-
quist calls his paper, 'Jobs, Training and Welfare for the Underclass"

-the last word somewhat unusual in American usage and suggesting
such terms as untermensch, of dubious memoryl A table is ofiered
here which is worth ten thousand words; it is herewith reproduced,
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in somewhat condensed form. It presents data on Federal govern-

mental aid to poor families with dependent children-a Plogram
that commer""d it 1936 as part of the "New Deal," This table does

nof picture the total of such families and/or of such children; it gives

only- the ftgures for the number of such families and children given

Federal aid:

Year
1936
1950
1960

1965
1968

Families
(000)

L62
651

803
1054
1398

Total
Monthly

Recipients PaYments
p00) (inmilli.ons)
546 $ 4.8

2,933 46.5

8,073 87.1

4,896 L44.$

5,609 2U.7

This is a graphic illustration of some of the less-publicized realities

concerning np"opl"'t capitalism" and "capitalist prosperity"; observe

that in th" y"uit of post-war "prosperity' the number of Federal

welfare recipients increased 250 per cent!
While, in 1968, the Government reported a drop in the rate of

unemployment, the overall data concern'ing thil capitalist scourge

also aie indicative of realities of "prosperity." Thus, for the period

1948 through 1957, the average rate of unemployment came_ to 4'3

per cent; for the period, 1958-1967, it came to [.3 per cent. In con-

nection with these ffgures-in terms of actual human beings, they

represent from about three million to about ffve million-it must be

udd"d that they refer to workers totally without any employment

and that they apply only to those workers whom the U.S. Government

chooses to conifuer as being in the "labor force"-that is, workers

without jobs but actively seeking employment as ascertained by the

government.
Everyone lmows and admits that there are many workers-how

many has not been counted-who, becoming discouraged after pro-
longed unemployment, no longer "actively seek" work; these do not

upp""r a*o.rg the unemployed. Some concept of their numbers mav

be-gained blthe fact that the Census Bureau does report that as of
1967 there rvere l.l million malesbetween the ages of 25 and 55 who
presumably would be among the labor force but who were not "ac-

tively seeking work." Further, the government states that there were

1.9 million pirt-time workers who desired but could not obtain fvll-
time employment, but, writes Mr. Sundquist, "A method of computing
the unemployrnent equivalent of underemployment has not been de-
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vis6d." The mathematical problems involved in space exploration can

be solved, but finding the unemployment equivalent of underemploy-
ment defies all the mathematical skill in the United States!

Mr. Sundquist makes a valid point when he notes the existence of
a major rural crisis in the United States and when he adds that
"urban-centered intellectual leadership has not seen the decay of
rural and small-town America as an urgent national problem" (p. 63).
Suffice it here to note that between 1950 and 1965, a total of 7,7

million people moved from rural to metropolitan areas in the Unlted
States. This is, of course, fundamental in understanding the urban
crisis of which so much has been written; it must be addsd that during
that same period two million Negro people moved from the South
into the urban communities of the North and West.

Mr. Sundquist's suggestions for alleviating the urban crisis-despite
his own reminder, he offers nothing as to the rural crisis-are very
timid, since he remains tied to the sanctity of private property, privatc
profft accumulation and the whole structure of capitalism. He labors
also under the illusion that the concepts of education, training and
work make up "the whole middle class value system"! (66). One
wonders if it is not workers who work; and are trained for their work;
and have sought and seek (often at great sacriftce) education. One
wonders, too, if Mr. Sundquist is really ignorant of so elementary a

fact in the history of the United States as that it was the working
class in the ffrst place that demanded and fought for the establish-
ment of public education-just as, today, on a global scale, it is the
demand of masses of working people of all colors for full and relevant
educational provisions that is basic to the school crises, on all levels,
today making headlines.

Be that as it may, the fact is that Mr. Sundquist, after noting the
failures of past programs in the so-called "war on poverty," expresses
little optimism as to the successes of future such "wars"; he closes
his contribution, indeed, with nothing more daring than the hope
that "the great debate can begin(!)" on what to do about the "under-
class."

James Tobin, formerly a rnanber of President Kpnnedy's Council
of Economic Advisers and now a Professor at Yale, contributes an
essay on "Raising the Income of the Poor." He comments, correctly,
that "the revolt against poverty is today the main item on the nation s

domestic economic program"(77) and that the cutting edge of ttris
revolt is sharpened since black people constitute a disproportionately
high percentage of the poor; there is, indeed, a basic unity between
the revolt of the poor and the revolt of the Negro masses. It is this
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unity which is fundamental to an understanding of the deepened

ouaiitu in the modern black liberation movernent'
' M.."Tobin ofiers official ffgures as to the Percentage and-numbers

of people living in what are"eailed" "poor households"-which will be

deffned in a moment. At this point, Lere are the ftgures, as of 1967:

As% of All Households No of Persons (mi[ions)
White
Nonwhite

L0.2
85.3

L7.6
8.3

These ffgures illuminate why, as N4r. Tobin writes, it is the "Non-

white,, to rise the census term (it includes Asian and American Indian

peoples, but statisticaUy it means substantially the Negro f"op-I")
irfr,i 

"aa 
much to the "cutting edge" of the anti-poverty battle. They

,how ,1ro that despite the claimed (and in part,-real) progress

achieved in living itandards in the post-war period, there are in
.Golden America';-according to the Government-almost twenty-six

million people living in PovertY.- 
ii*.ftrrt^"1y, of clourse^, one must ask ho,ru the Government deffnes

poverty. It deffnes poverty as being that condition in which a family

if f*', will be if iheir iotal (gross) income, in 1966 dollars, was

f"f"* $3,385, if urban, and below $2,300, if rural' To give some idea

of the starlness of the Government's conception of poverty' it may

i" p"-*a out that the AFL-CIO ffgure for a "minimumdecent"

i*i fo, a family of four, living in a aty, based on the l-966 dollar,

was about $5,500; certainly, in A,merican terms, for a family of four

to live in a u.s. city with a total income of $64 a week and to have

that as the high point of the ffgure 1as !o be in dire need' (It must

be added, sinJe tire subject is not in the book, that about 30 per cent

of a v,orker's income is taken away in city, state and federal taxes;

furthermore, the cost of living, according to the Government, roso

7 oer cent in 1967 and 1968.)-A Gallup-Poll released April 16, 1969

shiwed that the urban public thought i net income of S102 per week

was needed by a family of four to iust "get along"'*

Mr. Tobin frankly rqrorts: "The present system of public assistance

has failed. Inadequate in coverage and beneffts, Pe_rverse in its. incen-

tives, it fosters Su r"ry condition it is supposed to relieve"(114).

All the details of this perversity-producing now the mass 
_protests

that are rocking city streets-are not in Mr. Tobin's e9s_ay and i." ""y
case their 

"*pt"ig"ti* 
would require space not available. Still, one

element in the perversity must be mentionedr assistance is denied

-TE-trr" fall of 196G, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics estimated that
i" N"--Vo"t brt, u family of four (i.e., two children) required an annual

i".o-" of $9,0?5-"to maintain a moderate level" of living'
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a family if a male adult is present in it-hence, only desertion will
allow the father to help his children get foodl To his credit, Mr.
Tobin has the courage to refer to this as an "insane piece of social
engineering"(97 ).

Once again, proposals for significant change are meagre and natu-
rally the prognosis is gloomy. Thus, Mr. Tobin declares, "there is
Iittle prospeci, even with optimistic assumptions about peace [in
Vietnam] and the domestic economy, that federal ffscal resources

for a major initiative in the \ryar on Povedy will develop painlessly''
(80). What is meant by "painlessly" is without signiffcant tax reforms

so that the rich reatly pay percentages approximating decency (even

by bourgeois-democratic standards). Like Mr. Sundquist, Mr. Tobin
concludes with a rather weak piece of piety and an abrupt warning:
'?erhaps some day a national administration will muster the courage

to ask the American people to tax themselves for social iustice and
domestic tranquility. The time is short'(116). In fact, of coursg the
rich and the corporations are not taied nearly in proportion to their
incomes; most of the American people a,re taxed excessively now and
administrations have had the power-courage has nothing to do with
it-both to maintain that kind of tax system and to expend its fruits
for desbrrctive rather than constructive purposes. But Mr. Tobin
does not say thatl*

Kenneth B. Clark, pro essor of psychology at the City College of
New York, is the only Negro contributor in the volume; his essay

deals with "The Negro and the Urban Crisis." Aside from occasional

and wholly gratuitous sniping remarks at "the traditional Left," his
essay in penetrating. He reports-what is so often ignored-that despite
all the civil rights legislation and the speeches and promises, in the
past ten or fffteen years, in the nation's ghettos, "the overcrowding
has increased . . . the oducational system has decayed even further"
(18I). Overall, in fact, "Problems related to ghetto conffnement and
restriction have increased"( 121).

Programs by various governmental agencies ostensibly directed to-
wards relieving conditions in the ghetto have, then, clearly failed;
they have failed, Dr. Clark writes, because the effort has been to
"use" the poor rather than really to assist them and, above all, to
make it possible for them to help themselves. Furthermore, "Goverrl-

ment has tended to set as its goal in community-action programs not
tre aboliti,on of poverty but the avoidance of social chaos"(183).
I would myself say that Government has been seeking not the avoid-

* A detailed study of the U.S. tax structure and proposals for its trans'
formation may be found in the recent pamphlet by Victor Pedo, Tha Big
Tar Swinille, New Outlook Publishers, 36c.
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ance of social chaos but the maintenance of that form of social chaos

that may be called the racism that characterizes the United States!

The nearest Prof. Clart comes to analysis of a causal character is

in a rather weak sentence that concludes with reference to an Ameri-
can demooratic system, the non-existence of which-in any real, twen-
tiettr-century sense-is at the heart of the conditions denounced. Here
is the reference: ". . . the inextricability of racial, urban, and foreign
afiairs demands that any proposals for realistie changes or improve-
ment in the conditions of Negroes in American cities take into account
the fundamental dynamic operating within the American democratic
system'(128). Seeing the interconnections is important, but failing
to spell out the "dynamii'does not help and labelling the present-day
monopolist, racist, and imperialist United States as a "democratic
system" verges on the ludicrous.

Professor Clark sees three options existing: repression; an effort
to "clean-up" the ghettos; and, "If we really mean to stabilize our
cities, our suburbs, and our society as a whole, plans have to be devel-
oped with the clear goal of reducing present ghettos and preventing
the establishment of new ones"(185). The second and third rnay go
on simultaneously and the goal eertainly must be, not "stabilization,"
but a fully egalitarian society. That clearly represents a revolutionary
goal given the character of today's U.S. society, andthat in turn re-
quires confronting the fact that that society is a monopoly-capitalist
one. This is not in the essay; it, therefore-as the other essays-demon-
strates the existence of acute crisis and also the impotence in terms
of efiective therapy where diagnosis consists in describing (some)
symptoms and ignoring sources.

In many ways perhaps the frankest of the essays in the book is
"Moving Torvard Realistic Housing Goals," by Anthony Downs, him-
self active in the real-estate business and a member of the National
Commission on Urban Problems, and formerly of the University of
Chicago.

Mr. Downs reports that about 15.5 million homes in the United
States-perhaps 28 per cent-are deftnitely substandard and over-
crowded; at Ieast twelve million households were in such a oondition
as to represent serious 'problems." And he does not hesitate to affirm

-though he does not elaborate on this at all-that "this failure is often
caused by public policies that benefit wealthier Americans"(142;
emphasis in original). He spells out something of the meaning of
the "probleins" in the most moving paragraph in the book:

Thousands of infants are attacked by rats each year; hundreds
die or become mentally retarded from eating lead paint that falls
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from cracked walls; thousands more are ill because of unsanitary
conditions resulting from jamming large families into a single room,
continuing failure- of landlords to repair plumbing or provide
properheat....(L42)4

Laws already on the books recognize that to resolve problems of

this dimension it u,ould be necessary to create 27,7 million new or
rehabilitated housing units by 1980; everything considered, Mr. Downs
thinks this cannot be done nor nearly done and by everything he

refers to political and tax considerations. He leaves out basic con-
siderations of private property and profft-making and still concludes

that there are "overwhelming obstacles" to the meeting of admittedly
dire needs. The question is fflled with "enorrnous complexity' and

requires an "enormous 'depth of c,hanges in public policies and insti-
tutions at all levels"; it is in fact "a dilemma"(L77,178). Hence, he

can only conclude by urging very much more modest goals than those

announced in previously enacted laws and by hoping that the very
modesty will encourage some real accomplishment. A rather lame
conclusion, withal, especially after the truthful and dramatic depiction
of armies of rats gnawing upon the flesh and bones of children! And
this in the land of affiuence, untouched by war in over a century!

We wish to touch briefly on three more of the chapters dealing
with the domestic scene. One is by Ralph W. Tyler, formerly a Dean
at the Uuiversity of Chicago and now President of the National Acad-
emy of Education; it is called '"Investing in Better Schools." Mr. Tyler
has in mind only pre-College level public education. Again, the ffnd'
ing is that of appalling failure and urgent crisis-as the strikes of
teachers and the massive demonstrations of students and parents
now reverberating through dozens of cities dramatically show.

Let Mr. Tyler speak for himself: "The number of illiterate adults,"
he writes, "is appalling'(208); unfortunately, he does not ofier ffg-
ures but the National Education Association recently declared that
fully 10 per cent of the adult population of the United States is func-
tionally illiterate! Mr. Tyler also states that "approximately one-fifth
of the children in the United States do not attain the level of literacy
required for available employrnent; a similar number do not gain

the understanding needed for citizenship and satisfying personal
lives"(208).

t San<ira Blakeslee in the Neu York Times, Nlar'ch 27, 1969, reporting
on a conference held in New York City by five organizations, said the find-
ings included: "Lead poisoning, which can lead to chronic iliness, brain
damage or death, afrects tens of thousands of American youngsters each
year who live in slum housing" (italics added). Most of the victims are
under flve years of age.
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In the slum areas, both rural and urban, "forty to sixty per cent of
the children in the sixth grade perform at second grade level or
below, on achievement tests." Those who are most deprived in terms
of education, he reports, are the poor generally and the Negro, Mexi-
ean-American, Puerto Rican and Indian children in particular. Over-
all;

The schools have failed to reach the disadvantaged. Children
from homes of poverty as they come to school belie our boasts that
we have univeisal education-and equality for all. Two-thirds are
malnourished, three-fourths have oi" o/ more signiftcant health
problems, they have no place to study at home, and nearly half
have no real family life(208).

Mr. Tyler knows that research has shown "that almost all children,
ineluding those from rural and urban slums, respond to meaningful
stimulation and learn quite complicated things" (209). The high
schools of the nation are "failing to serve effectively more than half ( l)
the youth who are of high school age" (213). Failures of this dimension
are not due to the inadequacies of the students "but to the inappro-
priateness of the program'(213). The content of instruction is "less
and less satisfactory''; indeed, "much of the current content is obso-
lete." As much as half the content of current textbooks is considered
by experts "either false or distorted"; hence, "Our children are being
misinformed as well as miseducated" (219).

The method of teacher selection is bad, and ffnancial resources are
not nearly sufficient and are not fortlcoming. Mr. Tyler concludes by
declaring that if there is "a basic reconstruction of the educational
system'(286), the schools then might be able to meet urgent needs
but he does not even hint that suoh reconstruction is likely. Again,
therefore, description is not wanting but analysis is meagre and real-
istic hope is absent.

Clark Kerr, formerly President of the University of California
(Berkeley), and now Chairman of the Carnegie Commission on the
Future of Higher Education, writes on "New Challenges to the Col-
lege and University." From his data a reader will be able to get the
basis for beginning to understand something of the tremendous revo-
lutionary challenges coming from the students (and increasingly
from faculty) on the campuses of the United States-although it is
the reader who will have to supply the understanding. Dr. Kerr notes
that while from the 1600's to 1958 the college population grew from
a handful to some three millions, in the next decade it grew from
three millions to over six millions! While there has been some signiff-
cant growth in the number of Negro college students (my own esti-
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mate is something like 8ffi,000) and of students from working-class

families, the vasimaiority of the students are white and from the

bourgeoisie. Dr. KerT himself notes that 76 per cent of the- student

body-comes from the top half of the income brackets and that only

7 per cent comes from the bottom quarter.
^Portentous 

is the fact that by 1960, 75 per cent of all university

research was funded by the Federal Government, so that, as Kerr

writesl "Parts of universities became integral units or affiliates of the

military-industrial complex" (274).In 1958, the U.S. Government was

putting $750,000,000 in the universities; ten years later the ffgure was

$a,ZOO,OOO,OOO. Much of this goes directly for military research-a point
not matle by Dr. Kprr but basic to understanding some of the de-

mands of the students and of troubled-even striking- scientists.

As in the other essays, conclusions are wraPped in ambiguities and

piety. Dr. Kerr sums up to a far from helpful: "The signs of the

ii*"s a.e mixed"(275)-and this after forty pages!

Herbert Stein, a Senior Fellow at Brookings, contributes a rather

technical paper on "Unemployment, Inflation, and Economic Stabil-

ity." In earlier pages we have p:esented data on unemployment ancl

these need not be repeated; inflation, as measured by the consumer

price index, has been considerable. The price rise has averaged 1.7

per cent a year from 1948 through 1967, and in 1968 it came to 4
per cent; thus, the increase in two decades approached 40 per cent.

l,{r. Stein's maior point is to emphasize the connection between in-
flation and employment levels, with a deflationary movement tending
to increase unimployment. On the other hand, of course, infation
tends to decrease real wages (and these have been falling lately)'
But th,is relationship and this fact are not in Mr. Stein's paPer; dernon-

strating, as they do, for whose benefft the capitalist system operates

and that under it workers must run very quickly if they wish to stand

still, their absence from this essay and this volume is not mysterious.
N{r. Steirt's main concern is the relationship between inflation and

rvhat he calls "economie stability" by which he means high proffts
and a "sound" curency. He thinks the past several years have not
been bad for both considerations and hopes this record will continue.
Danger signs appear but knowledge is uncertain and so-quite litera\
-Mr. Stein concludes by hoping for the best!

(Space requires that the second half of this essay be held over for next
month; it will deal with the chapters treating of foreig:n policy and suggest
overall conclusions-ed.)
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Further on Lahor 0ppnrtunism

The Draft Resolution indicates
the underlying factors which are
propelling a radicalization process

among the mass of the peoPle in
our country today and notes that
it is an ideological process-a de-
veloprnent of political' class and
social consciousness. (P. 51.)

Under the section of the work-
ing class (pp. 30 to 32) the reso-
lution details the accelerated pace

of working-class radicalization. It
points out that the heightened
role of all these sections of the
working class, and esepcially of
blaek workers, provides a base
for a much higher level of struggle
"in the struggle for black free-
dom, in the struggle against war
and the draft and against U.S.
imperialist polieies generally."

The resolution then indicates
the negative side of our assess-

ment of the working class. First
is the "total commitment of the
top AFL-CIO to the reactionary
foreign policy of U.S. monopoly
capitalism. It must note that this
leadership continues its role as

the ideological ball-carrier for
U.S. imperialism. . . . It must take
note, too, that this leadership
merely gives lip service to fight-
ing racism but does nothing to
fight the racism practiced by many
of its own affiliates. . . ."

The resolution then states:
"These policies are the main ob-

It

stacles on the path to class con-
sciousness. To assume its full
place in history the working clasi
must reject them. These top
leaders are conscious defenders of
capitalism and will not change
their polieies merely in resPonse
to appeals. These policies will be
changed only when the union mem-
bership changes them."

The content of my article, in
the January Poli,ti,cal Affairs, was
a paper written and presented
to the Northern California in-
dustrial concentration conference
held at the end of September.

The article did not pretend to
present a rounded approach to
our work in the ranks of labor.
It wes only one of a number of
papers, the totality of which at-
tempted to do that. In addition
to papers on opportunism, on im-
perialism and another on racism,
we presented the reports of Com-
rades George Meyers, Gus Hall
and Tom Dennis given to the na-
tional conference on c,oncentration.
There was also a paper by Archie
Brown on the Bay Area labor
situation and one by Roscoe
Proctor on behalf of the sub-
committee preparing the confer-
ence on a Communist aPProach
to concentration.

My article should, therefore, be
judged within the framework of
its limited objective, which was

-.-

LABOB OPPORTUNISM

to make an analysis of the official
position of the AFL-CIO on for-
eign policy. Otherwise, straw men
are set up and attacked, as has
been done by James West and
Herb Kay in the March Politi.cal
Affairs, At the same time, their
articles open up a number of ques-

tions, which indicate that theY do

not accept the analysis which led
to the above formulations in the
Draft Resolution.

They both object to the Pro-
posal that the political issues of
racism and imperialism must now
be added to our economic Program
for work in the ranks of labor,
as though to do so rejects a Pro-
gram of immediate demands. This
is a problem with some of our
members who have a tendeneY to
pose political questions against the
economic issues confronting the
unions. Such members Pose the
left side o{ the coin of oppor-
tunism represented by Comrades
West and Kay, who want to avoid
racism and imperialism in favor
of economic demands. Both aP-
proaches must be rejected.

We recognized this problem in
our document reviewing the work
presented to the Northern Cali-
fornia District under the by-line
of Albert J. Lima. That docu-
ment stated: "W'e need to relearn
the starting point for our work
in the working class. The starting
point is the defense of the most
elementary demands of the work-
ers. Our work m,ust be based on an
immediate program."

If rve had a brief program to
present our stand in the labor
movement, that should be point
number one. The second point, and
related to the immediate program,

a5

would call for the direct interfer'
ence of labor on the Property
rights and privileges of monoPolY

in the economy and government.
This would go beYoncl the trade
union demands in regard to wages,
working schedules, retirement and
hours of work-which are basic

-but it would also eall for con-
trols over the production policies

of the monopolies, as theY affect
new techniques, the location of
ner,v investments, etc. To these
two racism and imperialism should
be added.

The path to radicalization and
class consciousness is not an ab'
straction. In our countrY, the two
main political and ideological ques-

tions in labor are racism and im-
perialism.

The effort to involve the trade
unions in issues which go beyond
the narrovr economic aud political
needs, is always a task the Com-
munist Party must fulfill in all
periods and under all conditions,
That is the special role of the
Communist movement. Related to
this task is the struggle for the
thinking of the workers so that
ther unions begin a process of not
only representing the immediate
interests and needs of the workers,
but also the needs and interests
of the potential class allies of the
workers. This is elementary for
every Communist Party strugl-
gling to overthrow the eapitalist
system.

Given the situation in our coun-
try and in the world, the Political
issues of racism and imperialism
now emerge as must issues in our
work in the trade unions.

If we have correctly estimated
the process of radicalization then
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what will be the direction of the
struggle against racism and im-
perialism?

The main direction must be
against the monopolies and the
state monopoly system in our
country. Racism and an imperi-
alist war economy are two of the
main props of the monopolies. The
main pressures must be directed
against them.

The strug:gle will also have to
be directed against the top leaders
of the organized labor movement
and to influence and win the base
which they have among sections
of the working class. Otherwise
a change in policy will be left to
spontaneity. Racism and imperial-
ism is not being imposed on a
reluctant labor movement and
leadership. The Draft Resolution
says quite the contrary. It says
that the top leadership is totally
commited to the reactionary for-
eign policy and is the ideological
ball-carrier for U.S. imperialism.
It accuses the top leadership of
helping the employers to impose
racism in practice.

Unless the struggle against
racism and imperialism is also
carried on within the labor move-
ment, we will not be conducting
a struggle against the main ob-
stacles on the path to class con-
sciousness. \[e will not be helping
the working class to assume its
full place in history. The policies
of the leadership will be changed
only when the union membership
changes them. That is because we
are dealing with consci,ous de-
fenilers ol capitalism who will not
change their policies merely in
response to appeala.

Related to all of this is the effort
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to rebuild the Left in the labor
movement as the base from which
to forge a Left-Center coalition
against the Right-wing in labor.
At the very center of the rebuild-
ing of the left, the Communist
Party should become the most
forthright fighters against racism
and imperialism. What else is go-
ing to altract the young radicals
presently emerging in the plants
and industries?

Should we take it easy on these
two issues until we become
stronger, as Herb Kay advises. He
says (March Pol;itical Affairs p.
62) that in the relationship of the
struggle against racism and im-
perialism to the fight for deeent
living conditions, democracy and
socialism, the C.P.U.S.A. must
play a much more creative, ener-
getic and clarifying role. Then
he continues: "To be really effec-
tive, however, requires a Com-
munist Party many times the size
and more deeply rooted and
oriented towards the working
class than is presently the case."

How then do we win support
among the young radicalized black,
brown, Puerto Rican and white
workers in the plants and unions?
What is to be the path of rebuild-
ing our Party? Is it by being just
good trade unionists, waiting until
we are stronger, when we can
then be really effective?

An example of the approach of
Comrade W'est is a recent indus-
try program. This program is a
marked improvement for an indus-
try program up to a certain point.

But what about its position on
racism? On this issue it is tailist
and chauvinist. It does not men-
tion the effects of racism in the
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industry or in the union. The fact
that Comrade West failed to rec-
ognize this fatal error is indicative
of the serious weakness in our
trade union work and policy,
which can be characterized as be-
ing tailist and Right-opportunist
up until now. We need to make a
sharp shift along the lines of the
Draft Resolution toward a work-
ing-class policy in tune with to-
day's realities.

It would have been clearer, had
I noted in my article, that there
is virtually no organized opposi-
tions of the AFL-CIO leadership:
1) as an essential base of support
for the foreign policy of the ruling
class; 2) a base of support for
capitalism, including the present
phase of imperialism-state mo-
nopoly capitalism-and all that
implies in vast government ex-
penditures for a war economy to
support an aggressive foreign pol-
icy; and 3) that it seeks solution
of its political problems through
an alliance with the liberal wing
of the ruling class in the form of
a liberal-labor alliance.

Certain other formulations also
tend to imply that the entire lead-
ership and membership could be
considered to be opportunist. That
was not the intention of the ar-
ticle and does not correspond with
a correct analysis. The issue is
not all or none, but rather what
is the base for the opportunist
policies of the main center of
organized labor today.

In the recent period it has not
been possible to discuss this ques-
tion objectively. It would be
wrong to reject the idea that
there is a conscious element of
betrayal in opportunism, but it

a,

would be equally wrong, as is done
by Comrade Hall, that the base of
opportunism is limited only to the
eonscious element. If opportunism
is an "alliance between a section
of the workers and the bourgeoi-
sie, directed against the mass of
the proletariat" objectively, the
base for opportunism will not be
made up of only a conscious ele-
ment.

The conferenee on "The Chang-
ing Strueture of the Working
Class," held under the auspices
of the Wodd, Marui,st Reai,ew,
came to some conclusions about
the base for a labor aristocracy
in the'United States. It ineluded
much of the full-time officialdom
and sections of the building trades
unions in this category. Much of
the building trades unions are
tied into a special system involv-
ing the enforeement of the build-
ing codes in virtually every city
and county in the country. They
have a special status in determin.
ing the granting of licenses for
electrical, plumbing, etc., licenses;
they control the apprenticeship
programs; they assign and select
the inspectors. The whole deal is
tied in to the city, county and
state governments. It is also in-
volved to a great extent with the
contracting end of the industry,
where vast public funds are in-
volved. There are many conscious
elements involved in this base,
but, obviously, the base extends
far beyond the conscious elements.

In regard to the full-time trade
union leaders in the United States
today, the World Maraist Retti,ew
(May, 1960), said the following:
"The ranks of the labor bureau-
crats have swollen considerably.
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Using many levers they keep large
numbers of workers under their
sway. Many of them have passed

into the capitalist camp. Take, for
example, the reactionary bosses of
the U.S. trade unions. Starting
out as labor aristocrats they have
fused with the capitalist class,
politically and economically."

At the same conference, Com-
rade Perlo's paper had the follow-
ing information: Engineers in
mass numbers have been forced
from the ranks of "professional"
status and put on the production
lines as workers in many plants
built under the so-called defense
budget. They now make up from
30 to 50 per cent of the workers
in many plants. In regard to their
earnings, Perlo says the following
(World, Marnist Reaiew, April,
L961, p. 69): "Their earnings are
typically 50 per cent or more
higher than those of skilled work-
ers, so their economic conditions
are definitely superior to those of
the bulk of the working class.
Moreover, for the time being, the
econornic security and unemploy-
ment which affect the workers re-
main a potential, rather than an
actual, threat to people in these
oecupations." In his article on the
roots of opportunism (Poli,ti,cal
Affai,rs, November, 1968, p. 15),
Hyman Lumer states that this
requires further study as to
whether or not a new labor aris-
tocracy is forming.

It is important for the Party,
in developing: its perspectives for
the possibilities of a change tak-
ing place in the relationship of
forces in the labor movement, and
to overcome the main obstacles
in the path to class consciousness,
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to make as seientific an analysis
of the base of opportunism as is
possible.

Given the information and
knowledge which we presently
have, the need for us to be better
informed is indieated by the state-
ment of Comrade George Meyers,
Secretary of the Labor Commis-
sion, in the Wodd Marui,st Reuiew
(December, 1966, p. 31) in regard
to a labor aristocracy: "In my
own opinion at the present time
there is very little room for the
application of this theory in our
country."

This examination must also be
done objectively. Such statements
as used by James West preclude
this: "Defense of the trade unions
(whatever their shortcomings) is
a sacred duty of Communists and
class-conscious workers." (Poli-
tical Affuirs, March, 1969, p. 49.)
Communists have other sacred
duties, such as conducting a
struggle against racism and im-
perialism, both inside and out-
side of the labor movement.

Today, a Left-Center coalition
is only an idea and a need. How
peace and imperialism will fit into
a program when it emerges will
obviously need more discussion.
But there can be no doubt as to
the role of Communists and Left
groupings in the unions. Peace
and the persistent and determined
building of a eonscious anti-im-
perialist core in the ranks of the
workers must be placed high on
the list for our everyday work.

To pose imperialism in opposi-
tion to the anti-monopoly coalition
is nonsense. Is it conceived that
sueh a coalition will come into
existence without a powerful, anti-
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imperialist movement in the coun-
try? Such a coalition will have to
be directed against the present
political and economic war policies
of state monopoly capitalism. It
is inconeeivable that such a co-
alition will come into being with-
out a strong trade union com-
ponent. Such a component will of
necessity have a strong anti-im-
perialist core.

James West (Ibid., p. 64) ob-
jects to my use of the term
"revolutionizing of production re-
lations" as an offshoot of state
monopoly eapitalism. He asks if
this would not be socialism. Cer-
tainly, socialism will revolutionize
the relations of production, just
as other revolutions have, but it
seems to me that Marx and Engels
made a powerful description of
the present role of state monopoly
capitalism in the following para-
graph from the Comntunist
Mani,f esto:

"The bourgeoisie eannot exist
without constantly revolutionizing
the instruments of produetion, and
thereby the relations of produc-
tion, and with them the whole re-
lations of society. Constant
revolutionizing of production, un-
interrupted disturbance of all so-
cial conditions, everlasting uncer-
tainty and agitation distinguish
the bourgeois epoch from all
earlier ones. All fixed, fast-frozen
relations, with their train of an-
eient and venerable prejudiees and
opinions, are swept away, all new-
forrned ones become antiquated be-
fore they ean ossify. All that is
solid melts into air, all that is
holy is profained, and man is at
last compelled to face with sober
senses his real conditions of life
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and his relations with his kind."
Comrade West states further

(Ibid., p. 54) : "We leave to oth-
ers, or to another time, the refu-
tation of such unfounded, even
startling, assertions in Lima's ar-
ticle as 'The Econornic theory ne-
cessarT to determine the laws of
motion of this phase of imperial-
ism has not yet been discovered.' ,'

In May and June 1965, Poli,ticat
Affairs had a series of articles
which were to have been the sub-
ject matter of a conference on
state monopoly capitalism. The
conference was not held, but the
articles were published in further-
ance of a continued study and dis-
cussion on state monopoly capital-
ism. In the May issue, Hyman
Lumer introduced the series and
stated: "The growth of state mo-
nopoly capitalism, it is clear, does
not abolish the basic contradic-
tions of capitalism but sharpens
it. And it does not do away with
the class struggle but intensifies
it. At the same time, it has far-
reaching effects on the forms of
that struggle, on its relationship
to democratic movements and
struggles, and on the eharacter of
the fight for socialism. These ef-
f ects we haae otilg begun to ona-
lyze." (Emphasis mine-A.L.)

In that same series (June, p.
2L), Viotor Perlo says: "Marx
never fully developed his theory
of crises, and Marxists haven,t
developed it well under changing
conditions since then.,,

In 1967 an International Con-
ference was held on the subject,
with representatives from more
than 20 countries, as guests of the
Communist Party of France. The
main report to that eonference
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aBpeared in Politi,cql Affai,rs
(April. and June, 1967). In the
April issue (p. 31), Paul Boccara,
who gave the main report, said:
"The tendency has been, and cor-
rectly so, to place the concePt of
state monopoly caPitalism at the
center of the analYsis of contem-
porary eapitalism. Can we say

there is now an accePted Marxist
theory of state monoPolY caPital-
ism? No. To our knowledge there
is not yet a real theory, generallY

accepted." And in the June issue

1p. 60), he says the following:
". . . the political imPort of a
sound economic theorY of state
monopoly capitalism is very great.
It permits a deeper analYsis of the
conditions of our struggle for
democracy and socialism, for
peace."

One of the main reasons for the
terrible crisis in our PartY in
1957 was due to the harmful af-
fects of an erroneous economic
analysis in the 1945-49 Period,
and again in the 1953-54 Periotl,
which led to difficulties in our
trade union work by exaggerating
the process of radicalization of
the masses, which diverted the
party from projecting correct pol-

icies, etc. This was outlined at
Iength in a rePort bY Eugene Den-
nis on April 28, 1956.

We have had great difficulties,
because of inadequate economic

theory, since the end of World
War II. As Cornrade Lumer states

in his article, state monopoly cap-
italism does not change the fact
that the general crisis of capital-
ism continues, but its affects are

now altered. This creates new
problems for our PartY.

How it affects our trade union
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work can be illustrated bY the
following. A few years ago the
ILWU Mechanization Agreement
was signed. It was then estimated
by the union leadershiP, and we
did not disagree, that automation
would not take place in the mari'
time industry because of its de'
centralized make-uP.

Today a crisis affects transPor-
tation workers. State monoPolY
capitalism has overeome all obsta'
cles of decentralization. The West
Coast longshoremen now face the
destruction of the jobs for the
great majority, while bound bY a
contract which grants the right
to the employers to use any labor-
saving deviee.

The government built giant
docks in various ports; theY have
financed giant new shiPs and have
plans for even larger ones; theY
researched and built giant new
aircrafts to caruy eight or ten 20-
ton containers; theY have subsi-
dized the shippers with lucrative
new mail contracts; with militarY
and troop cargo, etc., etc.

Today this develoPment threat-
ens the jobs of thousands of
transportation workers in the cap-
italist countries. What has haP-
pened to transportation has or
will happen to every industrY.

A "know-nothing" attitude to-
ward these questions will not helP

our party give adequate leadership
in this period. Marx, Engels and
Lenin gave us the method, much
of the theory, and we have the
benefit of the accumulated exPeri-
ences of the international working
class. But we have to do some
work ourselves. This requires ob-
jectivity and hard work, and no
one else is going to it for us.

COMMUNICATIONS
STANI"EY ANCHER

0n the Student Hehellion
'West 

on Lima: "incomplete and
overdrawn," is also applicable in
my judgment to "The Student
Rebellion, Part I" by Bettina Ap-
theker in the March issue. We
need to know why the tide is
higher at one school than another,
whether particular patterns can
be linked with working-class or
black origins, how important the
variations are in power relations
among civil authorities, boards of
trustees, university administra-
tions, faculties and students. Lit-
tle of that is produced. Comrade
Bettina Aptheker gives figures
only on the growth of the student
population; she touches on the
other questions but without signi-
ficant data. And she virtually ig-
nores the faculties, who at many a
campus have more influence on
education policies than any other
group.

A few of the most debatable
assertions will be noted here to
indicate the nature of the problem
before us.

1. "A systematic policy of ex-
cluding Iarge numbers of black
people from the colleges to insure
that the highly technical sections
of the working class remain over-
whelmingly white" (p. 20). The
historic shameful truth, but only
half the truth. Ignored are the
recent and current moves to en-

large the opportunities and render
all sorts of aid to black students
whatever their career ambitions;
also the obstructive role of rac-
ism in the skilled workers, ranks.
The political issue is immediate
and practical: what kind of edu-
cation, and how to pay for it, is
before the taxpayers everywhere.
Party forces must be ready to
take positions.

2. To speak of "the intransi-
gence of the governing boards of
trustees in the face of student de-
mands" (p. 21) is a clearly un-
warranted generalization. As a
veteran faculty member at a large
publie university (with fairly
good mass roots both on and off
the campus), I can testify to con-
siderable flexibility at my own in-
stitution and others. Neither the
trustees, nor the administrations,
nor the faculties are all one reac-
tionary mass. (Is B.A. perhaps too
much absorbed in California and
Columbia data?)

3. To insist that the campus ,,is

the center of counter-revolution!',
(21) is at best incomplete, undia-
lectical; at worst, nonsense. Not
only are teachers to be found who
do a progressive job consciously,
but a great many o'thers help by
just dealing with their subjects
honestly (naturally!). There are
reactionaries, of course, but they

5t
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are rarely dominant. And what
goes on in a given classroom is
not very often shaped direetly by
the desires of anyone outside it-
the tradition of academic freedom
is powerful and an asset not to be
ignored. Useful change is quite
possible within the framework of
capitalism and united front tac-
tics are fully appropriate. Com-
rade Aptheker's phrase sounds
much like those of the super-mili-
tants who are now being recog-
nized as a negative element in
the period at hand.

4. "The ruling class . . . tries to
limit the enrollment, and . . . in-
tensifies the training aspects of
education as opposed to the lib-
eral arts." (22) There are most
certainly powerful forces doing
just that, but happily there are a
good many others opposing them

-and they include some pretty
highlv placed and influential per-
sons. Further, as just noted, out-
siders don't affect classrooms in
higher education very intimately.
More serious, Comrade Aptheker
seems unfamiliar with the eom-
plexities of curriculum-making
and course design. They are con-
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stantly debated and fought over,
partly because it is often hard to
define terms. Simplistic criticism
is no help.

5. The allegations that "coali-
tions . . forged out of struggle
. . . have transformed the Ameri-
can political scene" seems decid-
edly premature, unless "trans-
formed" is being employed rather
loosely. We don't know yet how
permanent coalitions are. (Be-
tween writing and typing that
statement, I noted the troubles of
the Berkeley coalition as reported
in the Guardian.) As for trans-
forming the political scene, it is
hardly necessary in Marxist com-
pany to suggest that other factors
are at work too.

In conclusion, the splendid ex-
ample of Bettina Aptheker's par-
ticipation in campus struggle
should be supported by research
rvorthy of it. Higher education in
this land is a congeries of con-
flicting elements, and the trends
cannot be appreciated properly on
the basis of hasty generalizations.
The situation demands truly
Marxist treatment, and that is
rvhat the Party is for.

Author Heplies

I appreciate the comments of
Comrade Areher on "The Student
Rebellion-Part I." His first point
as to the need for in-depth analy-
sis of the patterns of the re-
bellion is well taken. Likewise,
his emphasis on the existenee and
persistence of progressives and
rebels among the faculty is im-
portant. However, I do not in any
way contend that the faculty is
one reactionary mass (some of
my best friends are professors-
including my husband!).

While higher education "is a
congeries of conflicting elements,"
as comrade Archer writes, it is
not so problematical as to defy
generalization. In this case they
were not "hasty" but are the re-
sult of several years of intense
involvement, reading and think-
ing. My major pu(pose is to offer
an attempt at a class analysis of
higher education.

I have noted with excitement
and interest that other comrades
rvriting on the student rebellion
in developed capitalist societies
are advancing similar ideas and
conclusions. For example, Roger
Garaudy, "Students and Workers'
Struggles" (Horizons, Winter,
1969, published in Toronto),
Alexander Sibeko "Students in
Revolt" (The Afri,can Communi,st,
No. 36, First Quarter, 1969) and
an extremely lengthy analysis by
two Soviet scholars in the latest

BETTINA APTHEKEB

issue of Wodd, Economg ond, In-
tertruti,onq,l, Relations (published
in the Soviet Union, and thus
far only available in Russian-I
have seen a translation and am
obtaining copies of it).

I have several sharp differences
with Comrade Archer. Through-
out, he gives examples of the con-
ciliatory posture of the trustees
---of their flexibility. In my view,
the trustees are flexible and con-
ciliatory when they are forced. to
be as a result of mass struggle.

Flowing from Comrade Archer,s
conception of the trustees, ancl
the wag i,n uthi,clt, h,e places the
admi,nistrati,on and, f acultg, it
seems to me, his view of the uni-
versity is clossless, and his ap-
proach therefore, toward alliances
to change the institution is seen
solely withi,n the university, and
the result is a reformist strategy.
In my view, the university is con-
trolled by monopoly capital-not
through accident, but because of
historic necessity. Under the
hegemony of monopoly capital the
university becomes a weapon of
class oppression.

When I argue that the univer-
sity is the center of counter-
revolution, that does not mean that
every member of the university
community is a counter-revolu-
tionary. Likewise, to say that the
United States is the center of
world imperialism doesn,t make
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everyone in the country an im-
perialist. With regard to the uni-
versity, I mean that the central
purpose of it, as presentlY con-
stituted, structured, financed and
controlled is to propagate counter-
revolution. We outline (pp. 19-21)
the university's counter-revolu-
tionary functions in research, in
training, in ideology, etc. AsPects
of these functions are well-docu-
mented from "the horses mouth"
so to speak. For examPle, H. L.
Neiburg, In The Name of Science
(1966) or Clark K:eru, Uses of the
Uni.aersitg (1968).

To make the universitY such
a center and a weapon of class
oppression is to create enorlnous
contradiction and conflict within
the institution. This is the source
then of both repression and re-
action, and resistance, rebellion
and progress. What does Comrade
Archer mean, that not all trus-
tees are "reactionary?" That some
are more ]iberal than others in
given situations? Of course, some
are. But 90 per cent are repre-
sentative of a closs. In sPecific
crises trustees will differ tactic-
ally over policy. Such tactical dif-
ference may mean a great deal
to students and Professors and
should be exploited to the fullest
extent possible. But let there be
no illusions as to the class com-

mitment of the overwhelming ma-
jority of trustees. Nor should
there be any illusions as to the
fact that legally trustees exercise
totol autlt'ori,ty over all academic
affairs and financial matters.
Trustees may delegate resPonsi-
bility to administrators or faculty,
bat final power rests with the
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trustees and they may choose to
exercise their power at any time-
as past and recent exPeriences
amply demonstrate.

Administrators vary in their
potitical views. Some are defi-
nitely more progressive. Alliances
on given issues can and should
be made with them. But aclminis-
trators, especially chancellors (as
opposed to lesser officials) while
responsiue to the needs and de-

sires of students and facultY, are
responsible to the governing
boards of trustees. Their relia'
bility as allies is tenuous at best.

The faculty role is difficult to
define. Nowhere do I suggest that
they are aII reactionary. On the
contrary, examples abound where
the faculty in hundreds has moved
in a progressive, even radical di-
rection-the Free Speech Move-
ment in 1964, the recent AFT
strike at San Francisco State
College, the anti-war and draft
resistance efforts, etc. But the
faculty can also be frustratinglY
ambiguous, too easily willing to
compromise principle for an illus-
ory peace, too cautious, too late
in responding to crises. Moreover,
there are enormous Problems of
elitism and chauvinism to be
found among large sections of
professors. (Students also in vary-
ing degrees suffer these prob-
lems.) All of these problems re-
flect the class position of the
faculty, and the commitment of
the overwhelming majority to
bourgeois ideology.

Nowhere do I reject the concept
of united front or the necessity
of alliance. But a vital source of
alliance is outside the university
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itself with the working class and
the black and brown communities
against the common enemy of mo-
nopoly capital. From comrade
Archer's analysis he views united
front in its naryowesf sense-
solely with,iz the university-stu-
dents, faculty, administrators and
some trustees. In my opinion such
a view dooms the campus to a
series of repetitive battles which
never get to the heart of the
problem-to ehallenge the right of
the board of trustees to govern.
Such a strategy will never effect
signiflcant, radical - democratic
change. On the contrary, I believe
that the broader view of the
united front can challenge the
power of the trustees to rule, and
make possible significant reform
(including structural reforms) of
the university prior to socialism.

Comrade Archer argues that my
assertion regarding the "system-
atic policy of excluding large
numbers of black people from the
colleges . . ." is historically true,
"but only half the truth" because
of the recent efforts to help minor-
ity students.

I do cite these recent develop-
ments to enlarge black and brown
enrollment (22). I discuss it
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in the context of the struggle in-
side and outside the university to
force a change in admissions poli-
cies. And there have been impor-
tant breakthroughs here. But the
efforts have often been resisted
by the trustees. The programs and
scholarships are often directed to
the black bourgeoisie, not the
black working class. The efforts
are miniscule relative to what is
needed and what is possible to
do now. Finally, these recent ef-
forts in no way impugn upon
the historic and present reality of
institutionalized racism in higher
education, not only in student com-
position, but in all hiring policies,
in faculty composition and in
curriculum.

Black and brown students in
California, and in many other
parts of the country have de-
veloped the most detailed plans
for the kind of education desired

-a 
program whieh is both aca-

demic and a link of serviee be-
tween the college (or university)
and their respective communities.
And the trustees almost every-
where have resorted to police and
national guardsmen rather than
accept the content and suhstance
of those proposals.

Some Pnints of Iisagreemert

May I comment on two state"
ments in the January Politi,cal
Affai,rs on "The 1968 Presidential
Election."

F.O.E

My first concern is the para-
graph: "Many in this movement

[the New Democratic Coalition]
still have illusions that they can
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transform the Democratic PartY
into a viable instrument of the
people and rid it of machine dom-
ination. But life is bound to con-
vince a number of them that this
is an impossible task and that theY
should join with others to form a
true people's party representative
of the people's needs."

Out of my electoral exPerience
(and it has been extensive), this
seems overly simple and based on
wishful thinking. There were
many conferences and conventions
held in this state (Massachusetts)
both prior to and after the presi-
dential election. The mein stream
of thought pointed in this direc-
tion: build an independent politi-
cal movement and collaborate
with the Democrats when prin-
ciple agreement can be reached.

Rejected were the proposals:
first of working solely within the
Democratic Party (this would
mean a loss of independent pres-
sure); second, the projection of
an immediate independent new
party. It is signiffcant that these
two groups, the ffrst consisting of
a handful, the second highly vocal
but without constituency, have
sufered from post-election paraly-
sis, but the main stream has
moved ahead. They are the long
distance runners.

Together with this one must
note the activity of the Demo-
erats, released from White House
impr.isonment. The party in this
state, divided as most Democrats
are, is dominated to a considerable
extent by Senator Ted Kennedy.
The state party officials, he has ar-
ranged to be elected after Novem-
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be& are keenly conscious of the
McCarthy grouping (35,000 ral-
lied in the campaign at FenwaY
Park), and hope to absorb this
vigorous stream within the partY.
They count, not without reason,
on Nixon and the Republicans to
help them. Here is a problem. lVe
must fight for the preservation of
this independent force while at
the same time not hesitating to
collaborate with the Democrats
when it is advantageous. Kennedy,
for example, the Daily Wodd nof-
withstanding, was on the right
side in opposing Long while Mc-
Carthy was a deserter.

This year, unlike the past, is
not a year of spectacular elections,
A people's anti-monopoly move-
ment, if it is to have any meat on
its bones must move into the
"hum-drum" of municipal elec-
tions - taxes, transportation,
schools, housing, etc. It's a hard,
persistent door-to-door job and
not to be waged by revolutionary
declarations a Ia Mark Rudd
within the coziness of Leftist fac-
tions. Birth is difficult and so, too,
is the creation of an independent
movement.

\{hat I am asking for is the ex-
ploration of complexity drawn
from experience. This I would con-
tend is Marxism in action.

The second statement from the
article I wish to cite is: "The var-
ious Peace and Freedom or Free-
dom and Peace Parties can play a
meaningful role in helping to lay
the foundations for a broad peo-
ple's party."

The experience in our state was
that the Peace and Freedom move-
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ment consisted of a small group of
inept, arrogant, irresponsible peo-
ple who were without roots in the
community. They had a genius
for alienating the sympathetic.
As far as I can determine they
remain swimming in the perpetual
student pool.

It is an illusion to take a Cali-
fornia experience (and I am not
sure this has been thoroughly
evaluated) and project it on a
national scale. I omit the tactics
used. As one person put it, it was
"how to snatch defeat out of the
jaws of victory." To go on, I am
without the whole story but those
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of us in the boondocks couldn't
make sense out of a Ferguson
candidacy against O'Dwyer.

What I am trying to empha-
size is that while a broad outline
of struggle is valid (and I have
particular reference to Gus Hall's
pamphlet), it is meaningless if it
is not applied to each state or
local situation. That will come
only if we know our neighbors and
shopmates and consult with them.
Otherwise we shall be a sterile
clique drafting utopias while the
mass moves on to confront their
enemies as best they can.

0n Spivak's Autohiography

I think that the review of John
L. Spivak's autobiography* by
Richard Greenleaf in the October,
1968 issue of Political Affairs, is
unbalanced and unfair. The en-
emy is not Spivak. He was never
a Communist, but he is still an
anti-fascist ancl a friend of the
working class, although he has
differences with Communists on
some important questions. The
enemy is the monopolist-racist-
fascist complex. The reviewer,
however, is so preoccupied with
his polemics against Spivak that

* John L. Spivak, A Mon in Hie
Time, Hortzon Press, $?.96.
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he fails to note that the menace
exists today.

The review reads like the ar-
gument of a prosecutor, who sees

only one side of a case. Its thesis
is that Spivak is a dishonest fel-
low, a turncoat, who joined the
cold war against former Ameri-
can comrades. Everything on the
other side is ignored. And the
charge of "dishonesty" is labored
repeatedly.

The reviewer never met Spivak.
Nevertheless he guesses that
Spivak doesn't believe what he
says, but writes "on the instruc-
tions of his publisher." It's risky
to guess what's inside another's
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mind. In this case the guessing is
unfair and unrealistic. I often dis-
agreed with Spivak. But there
was never any doubt that he said
what was on his mind. And anY-

one who knows him will reject the
idea that he would hunt former
eolleagues "on instructions."

The autobiography-A Man i'n
His Ti,me-is the dramatic story
of 20 years of struggle against
the monopolist-racist-fascist com-
plex. This is living history. And
the facts that Spivak supplies
about the battles of the 1920's and
1930's ean aid and inspire work-
ers'struggles today.

One breathes the air of the class
struggle when reading the excit-
ing 50 pages on the early mine
battles in West Virginia, in which
many union men laid down their
lives. The miners are Spivak's
heroes. And their attorney, Harold
Houston [the future chairman of
West Virginia's Communist
Party: A.S.] is lauded as a dedi-
cated champion of Iabor, who re-
sisted all pressures and bribes.

I found this background help-
ful when I covered the Black Lung
mine strike recently.

The reviewer passes by the
mine story. Much else was also
negleeted that our youth needs to
know. I'm thinking, for example,
of Spivak's expos6 of the Georgia
chain gangs. He emerged from an
undercover tour of the prison
camps with many photographs of
black men under torture and offi-
cial documents about the murder
of black prisoners.

The Communist Party played a
leading role in most of the mass
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struggles that Spivak described.
In dealing with American Com-
munists Spivak alternates expres-
sions of appreciation with a few
critical comments. These critical
comments are brief. The reviewer
had to comb through a long book
to find them and hiehlight them'
But-one may ask-why does he
skip the author's very favorable
remarks ?

An example of the reviewer's
neglect is seen in his comments on
Spivak's report of the famous
Scottsboro campaign that saved
nine black youths from eleetrocu-
tion in Alabama. The campaign
was led by the Communist Party's
defense organization, the Interna-
tional Labor Defense-or ILD.

In discussing this report the
reviewer denounces Spivak for
saying that the Party "made little
headway among Negroes. . . . The
Negro did not want Communism.
All he wanted was a job and not
to be afraid."

This statement can be criti-
cized. But why does the reviewer
fail to quote Spivak's tribute to
the Communist defense polieies?
This failure is surprising because
the tribute begins in the next line.

Said Spivak: "While the ILD
approach to the case was to com-
bine legal defense with worldwide
agitation and protest, the
NAACP, which was then not
geared to mass publicity efforts,
would have preferred to handle it
conservatively in the courts. Per-
sonally, I felt then, and still feel
that of the ILD had not publicized
the case, even the locations of the
boys'mouldering bodies would bY
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now have been forgotten. Instead
these obscure boys became historic
figures in the American Negroes'
progress."

This is a perfect answer to
enemy slanders that the Commu-
nist Party "exploited" the Scotts-
boro case. The lie is repeated in
Scottsboro, a $10 book from the
Louisiana State University Press,
that won a favorable review in the
New Yorle Ti,mes book magazine
on March 9.

Greenleaf might also have noted
Spivak's admiration and affection
for Joseph Brodsky, the Scotts-
boro counsel. Spivak identifies
Brodsky as a "Communist," who
"hated injustice and devoted his
talents as an extraordinarily
capable lawyer to fighting it."

The reviewer also ignores the
credit that Spivak gives to other
Communists. Among them are
William L. Patterson, the dynamic
black leader, who directed the
magnificent mass defense cam-
paign for the nine frame-up vic-
tims; Anna Damon, the attractive
and able head of the ILD; many
Communist seamen and others.

Without the help of Miss
Damon and the seamen Spivak
could not have carried out his
daring exposes of the Nazis in-
side Germany and the blackshirts
inside Italy. They gave him the
contacts that brought success.

At no time does Spivak ques-

tion the sincerity and devotion of
the Communists he knew. His
warm tributes to them do not fit
the picture of Spivak as an enemy
of the American Communist
Party.
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Spivak toured the "Hoover-
cilles" of the USA for the Dui'lg
Worker in the depths of the great
depression in the early 1930's. His
reports for our paper did not al-
ways agree with the observations
of our other correspondents. And
the reviewer denounces him for
saying that he found only three
different groups in the country
u,ho were talking "revolution" at
that time. Spivak lists the three
as frighteneil capi,talists, strilw-
breaking agenci,es that wanted to
scare employers, and Comrnuni,sts.

I am not enclorsing Spivak's re-
port. But I want to emphasize that
he did not lump the three groups
together. And there is no valid
reason for Greenleaf to suggest
that Spivak was "saying that" the
Communists' "purposes were the
same as those of strikebreakers."
And one may ask why the re-
viewer did not quote Spivak's trib-
ute to the Party's editors and lead-
ers that appears in the very next
paragraph.('. . . I wrote articles," said
Spivak, "on what I found for both
conservative publications such as

The Ameri,co,n Mercuru and Com-
munist ones. I must say this for
the Communist leaders and edit-
ors; though my findings often con-
tradicted remarks sent in by their
own district organizers in the
field, no attempt was made to edit
or to cut them or insert anything
to slant my stories to fit the 'party
line'."

Spivak's main fault is not on

the home front. It comes from his
lack of understanding of the lib-
erating role of the first socialist
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state. This lack of understanding
goes back to his failure to make
a serious study of the science of
Marxism-Leninism.

A price was paid for this fail-
ure on the eve of the Second
World W'ar. The Soviet Union was
compelled to sign a non-aggression
pact with Germany in order to
split the powers that were conspir-
ing against it and gain time to
prepare for the enemy's attack.
Spivak couldn't understand that.
Nevertheless anti-fascist books
and pamphlets continued to come
from his pen for many years. He
gave valuable help to the defense
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of the 11 Communist leaders under
the fascist Smith Act. And he is
still an anti-fascist as I said.

I know the world would be in
chains if socialist power were not
on guard against imperialist ag-
gression. And I am indignant
when an anti-fascist blames the
war on the non-aggression pact
and says that the "socialist world
is far from socialist." But I must
remind the reviewer that many
honest people in the peace move-
ment are confused on such issues.
We must reason with them. But
we can't have a united front if
we treat them as enemies.

BOOK REVIEWS
A. W. FONT

Whittemore." Where Mr. Whitte-
more does his journalizing, and
what his particular qualifications
are for writing a labor biog-
raphy/history, the publisher does
not say. Nor can his qualification
be inferred after a diligent read-
ing of his book. He makes no pre-
tense to having written a schol-
arly work, evidently under the im-
pression that he has thereby
achieved a lively, entertaining
one. For myself, I would have for-
given him, even thanked him, for
the discomfort of footnotes. These
would have been especially desir-
able for reason that journalist
Whittemore has sprinkled his tale
liberally with direct quotations.
Some of these have a ring of im-
provizations, as if they had been
created by the author to embellish
his yarn. Others sound authentic
enough, but no source is ever
cited, so that it is impossible to
check the context of the remarks
or to pursue them at greater
length when it seems interesting
to do so.

'Whittemore is almost endlessly
beguiled by the fact that Mike
Quill may have been a Communist.
Quill was often so "charged" by
known enemies and by former
"f1igndg"-gome of the latter hav-
ing sworn it on a stack of Bibles

Michael 0uill and the Transport Workers

Anyone who has been reading
the daily papers regularly since
1935 has read all there is to know
about the late Michael Quill. His
life could hardly have been more
public. A colorful, shrewd, witty
leader, a man who made news and
was news, Mike Quill, with his
mettlesome personality, impressed
himself on the labor history of
his time. For over thirty years he
was the head of the Transport
Workers Union which evolved
from a local of New York City
transit employees to a national
union with widely scattered mem-
bership in the railroad industry,
airlines, airports and transit com-
panies.

But for those who, for one rea-
son or another, have not read the
story in the papers there is now
a book* by a man who evidently
has been keeping up with his
newspaper reading, if not much
else. This biography of Mike
Quill has the whole running story,
in neat, chronological order, and
is as good as any for getting a
quick rundown on the life of Mike
Quill and the history of the TWU.

The author, says the book
jaeket, is "journalist L. H.

L. H. Whi,ttemoret Tlte Man Who
Ran the Subwags, Holt, Rinehart
and Winston, New York.
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before such "honest bodies" as the
House Committee on Un-American
Activities. There were two ways
Quill had of dealing with the mat-
ter of his alleged Party member-
ship-one was to deny it and the
other was to ignore it. We will
just ignore it.

Nevertheless the record is clear
that the Communist Party and in-
dividual members of the Party,
with whom Mike Quill worked
closely for many years, made a
major and indispensable contribu-
tion to the founding and building
of the powerful Transport Work-
ers Union and particularly its
New York City Local 100.
Whittemore's "expose" proves
this to my entire satisfaction. The
Party has every reason to be
proud of the contribution it made
and should hardly be ungrateful
to the author for his "revelations"

-whatever 
his motive may have

been.
Of course, it goes without

saying that the innocent should
not be taken in (and let us hope
they are not) by Whittemore's
oversimplifications and exaggera-
tions. Here is a sample-and feel
free to laugh or cry as the mood
strikes you:

The mechanic told Mike Quill to
attend a secret meeting at Silver's
Cafe'teria. . . . Mike showed up . . .

and joined five other transit work-
ers. .. . The six ruddy Irishmen . . .

turned to listen to the seventh man,
a slim-eyed dark-complexioned Hun-
garian, a stranger to the tunnels. He
cooly informed them that they were
to be the founders and leaders of a
new powerful Transport Workers
Union. IIe added, calmly, that tltey
were going to control everything on
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rvheels with the support and direc-
tion of the Communist Party,
iU.S.A., which in turn, took its
orders from Moscow (p. 16).

Lest you suppose that that Mos-
eow bit was just tacked on absent-
mindedly, turn to page 76 where
we read: "ft was Rose Wortis who
gave John Santo his instructions
from Moscow, while he continued
as the power behind Mike Quill's
throne." (Santo was the "dark-
complexioned Hungarian.")

Anyhow, a mighty union was
built in transport and Mike Quill
was its eloquent voice. In 1948 he
broke with his Left colleagues and
was ruthless and thorough in
purging them from TWU leader-
ship. After, during the twelve
years of the administration of
Mayor Robert Wagner, it seemed
that Quill had a friend in City
Hall. There were periodic skirm-'
ishes but the fighting appears to
have been mostly shadow boxing.
Quill bought some pay increases
for the workers by giving away
certain fringe benefits. And, as
in other industrial unions, skilled
workers found themselves falling
behind established craft differen-
tials. Breakaway movements
started which threatened to split
Local 100. There was the news
that city detectives and the Tran-
sit Authority had bugged the tele-
phone and offices of the rival
Motormen's Benevolent Associa-
tion-news which was received by
Quill with unbecoming and sus-
pieious calm.

Despite Quill's repudiation of
Left influence he did not, ulti-
mately, deteriorate into the kind
of hack, respectable "labor states-

MICHT,EI. QUILL i

man" that he frequently de-
nounced. He showed an awareness,
for example, of the importance and
justice of integrating black work-
ers into the municipal transit sys-
tems. Until 1938 Negroes worked
in the subways only as porters
and janitors and the bus lines
and street cars would not hire
them as drivers. Mike Quill
worked with Adam Clayton
Powell, chairman of the People's
Committee in Harlem against dis-
crimination by the bus lines.
Black men and women now consti-
tute about one third of all tran-
sit workers in New York. When
the AFL and the CIO were dis-
cussing merger in the mid-fifties,
Quill raised as an objection the
traditional neglect of Negro rights
by the Federation. At the 1961
TWU convention he ealled for a
more active struggle for "human
rights, equal opportunity and job
security for our Negro brothers."
And at the AFL-CIO convention
that year he told George Meany
(who didn't like to be told) that
"the gap between the white and
Negro worker" was growing
wider.

Mike said in 1959 ::. . . I have
a terrific antagonism for labor
leaders who try to be respectable
. . ." and in 1961 he railed against
labor leaders who "never walked
a picket line . . . and never took
part in s str'ikg"-a distinction
which George Meany has claimed
for himself.

Quill did not seek respectabil-
ity. For a while he was put in
the AFL-CIO doghouse because of
his initial opposition to the mer-
ger. He said he was opposed to it
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"because of the Three R's .

racism, racketeering, and raid-
ing!" At this time he also advo-
cated the formation by labor of "a
third political party." He was
against spending money on nu-
clear weapons and space explora-
tion and thought the funds could
be better spent on medieal re-
search and help for "the under-
privileged" and he wanted all
transportation and utilities to be
under public ownership. He de-
fended James Hoffa and protested
the exclusion of the Teamsters
Union from the AFL-CIO. In 1965
he was almost alone among top
labor leaders in advocating a pull-
out of the United States from
Vietnam.

The 1941 strike against the
Fifth Avenue Coach Company was
celebrated by the late Leo Huber-
man in a book called Tlte Great
Bus Strilrc, but the really great
strike, which New Yorkers will
long remember, was the general
strike of surface and subway lines
which started on January 1, 1966.
The subways came under full city
control in June 1940. Mayor La-
Guardia then said: "The workers
now have virtual civil service
status. . . . They therefore have no
need and no right to strike."

LaGuardia sponsored the Wicks
bill to outlaw strikes on the pub-
lic transit system. Later came the
Condon-W'adlin law and the Tay-
lor law to punish organizations of
city employees for striking. The
unions have taken the penalties
but they have struck anyhow.
After the long, cozy relationship
of the TWU with Mayor Wagner,
Mayor John Lindsay apparently
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thought he could handle the tran-
sit workers by calling what he

took to be Mike Quill's blufr' This
gross miscalculation handed New
Yorkers the great, ParalYzing
transit strike which lasted 12

days. It also landed Mike Quill in
jail and then in the hosPital with
congestive heart failure.

The strike was settled with sub-
stantial gains for the workers but
Michael J. Quill lived just long
enough to taste briefly the sweets
of victory. He died on JanuarY
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28, 1966.
Mr. Whittemore's book suffers

from his infantile view of Com-

munism and the Communists and
frorn ambiguities regarding his
subject (i.e., Quill and the TWU,),
stemming from lack of a consist-
ent point of view. The latter flaw
Whittemore would ProbablY at-
tribute to "objectivity" but it
really stems from ideological pov-

erty. If this book were in a battle
we would not label it "Poison" but
we would say: "Use with caution."

CORRECTION

In the March issue p. 5, second paragraph, the second sentence

should read: "Without overlooking other important aspects of the

situation, we should devote special attention to the fact that our

cities, swollen by the influx of peasants, have become the scene

of antlimperialist and anti-reactionary youth actions."
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