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PART ONE:
History of National Oppression
and the Decision to Secede.

'A people which enslaves another fonges its ouwn chains',
~Kanl Marx

'No nation can be gree while it continues to oppress
othern nations’,
~F. Engels.

'A socialist of any of the oppresson nations..... who
does not necognise and does not stnuggle fon the right
o4 the oppressed nations to self-determination 4i.e.fon
the night fo secession, is in neality a chauvinist, not
a socdalist' .,
-V.1.lenin.

INTRODUCTION,

National Liberation stwuggles are being fought on several gronts of Zhe
workd Zoday., Oppressed peoples and nations are waging a determined
sthuggle against Imperialism, against neo-colonialism, against
Zotalitornian Lyranny, against national chauvinism and many other forms ¢
oppression, Each of these nevolutionary stnuggles has its own histornice
specifieity, its oun concnete confunctural Aituations, which determine
the stnuctune, the strategy and the ideclogy of each of these Liberatior
sthuggles, Within the specificity and particularlity of these Liberatic
sthuggles Lies the universal historical principle of the Socialist
Revolutionarny doctrine - that &t 4ihthe oppressed masses who are the
notential revolutionany forces Zthe historical force and that it is the
oppressed who create history and change the wonld. [ Within the context
0f ZThis historical Law of social development and thansformation, the
Varnxist-Leninist theonetical and political gramework recognises that
the national Libernation struggle of any oppressed nation is proghessive
in essence and has revolutionarny potential if £t 4s anticulated in the
sphere of democratic stuggle and profetarnian revolution.}) The right
0f nations to self-determination in Lenin's formulation L5 a nealistic
revolutionany theony which upholds the universal socialidl principle
04 zhe fundamental night of a nation o secede and form a State of its
oum, a principle aimed to protect a small nation grom the oppression
generating from the national chauvinism of a bdg nafion, a principle
designed fo preserve a nations cultural and ethnic ddentityf a
principle, L4 adhened to thuly and fainly, can only cheate The necessart
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The Tamil National Question Ain Sti Lanka is being agitated-on the basis ™
o4 Hhtt, nation's nght o self-determination., For the Last thinty years |
the Tamil nation of Eelam has been subjected to severe oppression. It |
took the form of a viclent oppression perpetmated against a small nation |
by the national chauvinism of a big nation, the Sinhala nation, the |
rling elite of which pursued a disasterous policy aimed at destroying
the ethnic Adentity of the Tamil speaking people and threatened thein
verny sunvival, Yearns of stauggle against Zhe dendal of basic human
nights were met with vioclent §onms of suppression and the national
friction became acute wifth events culminating Anto a historical
confuncture in which a revolutionary rupture grom foint existence

became the inevitable alternative.

To 2&@ ¢0&£& communety, the S Lankan auwling class porthays the
counthy as a thanquid isfand, chernishing the Buddhist ideals of peace

and Dharma and adhgﬁﬁng“tg a hammless political doctriine of wnon-

alignment.  Paradoxtcally, behind this political mystification Lies
the stark reality, the reality of national oppression, of the blatant
violation of basic human nights, of nacial crimes, of police dnd militany
violence, of attempted genocide.  Master-minding the worst form of
capitolist exploitive machinery undern the slogans of democracy and
socialism, the Sinhala mling class since independence, hafh always
neingorced thein political powern with an abominable ideclogy of
national chauvinism aid neligious fanaticdsms By utilizing such
ddeokogical apparatus and by actually practising a caleubated policy

of national oppression the ruling bourgeoisie has been able tfo maintain
Ats domination oven the proletariat of the oppresson nation, Yet cn
the othen hand, the Sinhala bourgeois nationalism has helped the
polarisation of the heterogenous masses o4 the oppressed Tamil nation,
with class elements of peasantry, proletariat and petty-bourgeoisie

and the various stratum of castes info a mass natignal independence

movement headed by the Tamil bourgeods Leadership/ (Since a national (tios o

democratic stnuggle 4s progressive in its elements, Adince the struggle
against oppression 48 nevolutionawry Ain its characten, the task of the
prolefarian revolutionary &5 to support that struggle though it is
headed by the bowrgeoisie and adopt a strategy o advance the struggle
Lowands national Liberation and socialist revolutio ny Az |Lenin's .
pormulatign on the national question provides a clearn strategy of class
struggle,, in which the task of the revelutionany marxist 4is Zo
frustrate any collabgration between bourgeoisie of the oppressed and
oppressorn nations,, Lo ensure the develogment of the proletarnian class
condedousness of f%e oppressed nation,, o strengthen that class,with
the alliance of the peasantrny and the petty bourgeoisie, andito.’’
establish a revolutionany proletarion Leadership to Lead the struggle |
againsit the oppressive bouwrgeois state. ! Wngdvocatg-fﬁggkzﬁe EelLam
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he Tamil National Question 4in Sni Lanka {5 being agiftated-on the basis
§ Zhat, nation' 5 Wight to self-detemination. For the Last thirty yearns |
he Tamil nation of Eelam has been subjected to severe oppression. 1t |
ook the form of a viclent oppression perpetmated against a small nation |
y the national chauvinism of a big nation, the Sinhala nation, ihe |
wling elite of which pwisued a disasterous policy aimed at destroying

he ethnic identity of the Tamil Apeaking people and threatened thein

eny swwival., Yearns of struggle against the dendal of basic human

ights weie met with violent fomms of suppression and the nationak
nietion became acute with events culminating {into a histonicak
onjuncture in which a nevolutionany nupture grom foint exdstence

ecame the Lnevitable alternative.

"o ithe-worlkd-eommunity, the Sai Lankan nulding class porthays the
ountrny as a tranquil island, chenishing the Buddiist ideals of peace
wd Dharuma and adhgﬁingciq_a harmless political doctrine of non-
Wignment.,  Paradoxtealty, behind this political mystification Lies
the stark reality, the neality of national oppression, of the blatant
)iokation of basdic human nights, of racial crimes, of police and military
siolence, of attempted gencceide.  Master-minding the worst form o
anitalist exploitive machinery undern the slogans of democracy and
soclalism, the Sinhala auling class sénce independence, ha@ always
edingonced thein political powern with an abomipable ideclogy o4
wational chauvinism aid neligious fanaticism: By utifizing such
ideclogical apparatus and by actually practising a ealeulated policy

1§ national oppression the ruling bourgeodisie has been able to maintain
s domination overn the proletariot of the oppresson nation,  Yet on
the other hand, the Sinhala bowrgeois nationalism has helped the
ookarisation of the heterogenous masses of the oppressed Tamid nation,
with class elements of peasantry, proletarniat and petty-bourgeolsie

and the various stratum of castes into a mass natignal Lndependence

novement headed by the Tamil bourgeois Leadernshipys (Since a national (Maws oo

lemocnatic strnuggle 15 progressive in Lts elements, since the struggle
against oppression is nevolutionany in its characten, the task of the
onoletarian revolutionarny is to suppornt that strwuggle though it is
headed by the bourgeoisie and adopt a strategy to advance the struggle
towands national Liberation and soccialist nevolutio ni A5 |Lenin's >
formulatign on the national question provides a clean strategy of class
struggle, in which the task of the revolutionary merxist 15 Lo
frustrate any collabgration between bourgeoisie of the oppressed and
oppresson nations,, £o ensure the development of the proletarian class
conselousness of the oppressed nation,, £0 strnengthen that class,with
the alliance of the peasantry and the petty bourgeoisie, andyZo./’
establish a nevolutionarny proletanton Leadernship to Lead the struggle |
against the oppressive bourgeois state. | wg:advnaatg;ghgxxzﬁe_Eeﬁam
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Liberation struggle must be anticufated within such {hﬂoaeticaﬂ and
political stnategy, which-we-believe, “will advance ot democrnatic
stuuggle towands national Liberation and sccialist nevolution,

Situating owr struggle in the political sphere of proletarian nevolution,
we wish o declare that we are the revolutionary allies of the conscious
proletarial of the oppresson nation who necognise oun right to selg-
detemination, L.e. oun night to secede and form an independent State,
and call upon them to give us unconditional and unrelented support An
out . fight againsit the common enemy, the repressive bourgeois state
apparatus,

This political document L8 an attempi to introduce our national
Liberation struggle to the world community, particularly to the Socialist
workd and Zg the world Libenation mgvements. Giving[d bried hiazoniaaﬂéi
baahgnounm‘éﬁdép%oaédingEQLQOHC&ete anglysis of the socio-economic and |
political dimensions of ouwh struggle, we angued that ek fight fon !
nationak Liberation is progressive and nevolutiovary and §its within
the revolutionany political phdsxis of Marxism and Leninism, This —
document also atiempis to answern certain controversial debates aUAANG
out of the mystificatony misinterpretations advanced by the so-called
Marxist  politicdans in Sni Lanka o the concept of self-determination
in relation to the Tamil national question. These theoretical
mystifieations, which ignone concrete analysis of concrete situations,

we will attempi Zo show, are nothing but disguised political opportunism,

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Western capitalism in its historical stages of expansion, in its

drive for global hegemony, had offected different forms 04 penetration
on the social fornmations of the so-called underdeveloped worlds Fhe.
penetrative egpects of which have generated enommous socio-economic
and political problems that still beset these countiies even agter
thein national 'indpendence'.,  Sai Lanka (formally called Ceylon) was
a ckegl victim of such colonial domination. From the Portuguese
mercantile penethation in the 16th century to British {mperialism,

jorn more than gour hundred and fifty years, the isand had a profound
histondeal, .experience of exploitation andyunderwent severe stauctural
transmitatitn in the economic base as well as in the super-structural
{ommsy Fhe wonst and the most far-seaching structural mutation was
24fected by the British with the forceful amalgamation of Zwo nations,
the Tamil and Sinhala kingdoms under a unitary state Ain 1833, thus
Laying zhe foundation forn the present national conglict,

For centwiies, before the advent of colonial domination, the Tamils
and Sinhalese Lived in the isfand as distinet nations, as sovereign
veople. The history of the Tamils in the island dates back to
ote-histonic times. When The §inst Sinhalese people arived in the
csland with thein Legendarny Prince Vijaya grom Nonthern India in the
57h century B.C., Dravidians (Tamils) were Living in the island.
Though the question of the oniginal settlement £s obscured by Legends
wnd mythologies, modern scholans hold that Tamils were <{ndisputably
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the eantiest setflens. "Mahawamsa®, the Sinhalese historical
chhonicte, neconds the tunbulent histonical past of the iskand from
the 6th century B.C., the histony of great wars between Tamil and
Sinhalese hings, of invasions grom South Indian Tamil empines, of
struggles for supremacy between Tamil and Sinhalese kingdoms. The
istand was nuled by the Tamil kings at times and then by the Sinhatese
kings and the intermitfent wans fonced the Sinhalese kings to move thein
capital southwards. From the 13th century onwards until the advent

of foreign colonialism the Tamils Lived as a stable national entity,
in thein own kingdom nuled by thein own kings, within a specified
towitony- of thein traditional homelands embracing the Northern and
Eastern provinces.

Marco Polo‘once described Sai Lanka as the island paradise of the
earth. The Buitish used fo call Lt the 'peark of the Indian ocean'.
Sepanated grom the Southern coast of India only by a 22 mile stretch
o4 water, the island has an area of 25,337 square miles, about halg
the size of England. For centurnies before the colonial penetration,
the istand had a traditionad self-susiaining economy with a reputatation
of being the granary of the East. The mode of production in the pre-
colonial epoch is feudal in character with dying elements of the
Asiatic mode,  Structurned within the feudal mode, the economic
onganisation of the Tamil nation had a unique set of hrelations of
production characterised by caste strnatifleation with its hieranchy of
dunctions. The extensive hydraulic system, with its network of tanks
and canals for which the mediaeval Ceylon was famous, had fallen out
of use and was decaying and disappearing under the thick jungles in
the Nonth as well as in the Nonth central paovinces. The Sinhalese
feudal anistocracy, by this Lime, had moved to the central highlands
and established Kandy as the capitfal.

When the Pontuguese §inst Landed on the isfand in the begimning of the
T6th century, ithey found two ancient kingdoms, Tamils in the nonth

and eastern parts and the Sinhalese in the souch, fwo distinet sociak
formations with different Language and cultunes, constituting
themselves as separate nations of people ruled by thein oun kings. -
The Pontuguese entered into trheaties, and then fought battles, and
§inally, in the battle of 1619, they conquered the Tamil kingdom

and hanged the Tamil king SANKILT KUMARAN. Yed fhe Portuguese and the
Dutch, who came aftern them, governed the Tamil nation as a separaie
state entity until the Bruitish, in the 19th century, brought about

a unified administration, Linking both the nations info a single

state,

Plantation Economy

1t is beyond the scope and theme of this paper zo document a detailed
histonical analysis of the speclficity of variows foams and siages of
foneign capiialist penetration and the muliiple penetrative effects

and the contradictions that emernged and effected stauctural
thansgormations in the economic base, as well as in the superstructural




fonms, generating the dynamics o4 the capitalist mode of production in
the Sni Lankan social fommation. 1t 48 suffice to say that{the———,
penetrative effects of the Porntuguese and the Dutch colonial aule on
the Sni Lankan pre-capitoalist economic formation 45 mindmal when
companed to the profound effects of Buitish imperialism, The most
signigdeant histornical event of the British imperial rule, that _
brought about catastrophic changes in the economic Lige of the island,
was the superimposition of an exploitative plantation economy on a
thaditional self-sustaining peasant economy, a gigantic economic
thansplantation that transformed the nich fertile hill Lands of the
iskand into pockets of tea and rubber plantations.] Such a Herculian-
economic task was performed by conmseripting fé-massive aumy'of cheap
Labourens drawn grom Southean Indian, a work force of hundreds of
thousands of Tamil Labourers, who, partly by thein own poverty and
partly by coercion, moved dnto Zhis promised Land Lo be condemned o
an appalling form of slave Labour., Thus, an economic stwetwre was
built by this {mmiserated mass, whose sweat and blood generated the
sunplus value to geed the gaeedg vuwltuies of Boitish dmperialism, This
plantation economy expanded with Buitish entreprenewrial LnueAZmenib,
expont markets and consolidated companies, transforming the structure
0f production and effectively changing the economic goundation o4
the old geudal mode and created a basis for the development of the
capitalist mode of production. Though the plantation economy
egfectively changed the process of production, the Labour market
nemained unchanged,  The Tamil Labourners - men, women, children and
thein descendants - wene permanently condemned to slave under the
white mastens and the indigenous bourgeoisie, Thus, British imperialism
bullt up the Tamil plantation proletarniat within the heartland of Zthe
Kandyan Sinhalese, and manipulated the Tamil-Sinhala antaganism to
divide and rule and Zo defeat the class struggle, |

English and the Eelam Nation

The 4mpact of the Briitish impernial domination on the Tamil nation

0f, Eelam, copstituted by the indigenous Tamil speaking people
of the Nonthern and Eastern provinces, had gar rneaching effects, 0On
the pelitical Level, Baltish imperialism imposed a unigied administration
with centralised institutions, establisning a singular state structure
which ended the separate existence of the Tamil statehood, This
forcegul annexation and amalgamation of two separate states, of Lwo
nations of people, disregarnding thein past histonical existence, thein
socio-cultunal distinctions, and thein ethnic digferences was the
oot cause of the Tamil-Sinhala antagonism.

The Tamil social gormation of Eelam was structured within a nigid =
caste system, & soclo-economic organisation, %gp&ﬁ&ed by hierachical
divisions of Labowr, in which power, privilege and status were enjoyed
by the high casie Hindué the minornity of whom (the Landowners and
business elites) ouwned the means 04 production and exploited the res,

1&tiau£an£y the s0-called 'untouchables'. Privileged by castepnd
snovided with bettern educational facilities) ‘Cheated by foreign
missionaies, the high caste Hindus adopted the English educational



_6;.

system. A new class of English educated professionals and white collar
workerns emerged and became a part of the bureaucnatic Stucture of the
civil service.  The English imperial masters encouraged the Tamils and
provided them with a majon share in the State administration and amed
services with the motive of checking the political power and revolt of
Zhe Sinhala majornity, a noforious strategy of bakance of power which
Later sparked the ires of Sinhala nationalism.  The Tamils winhabiting
Zhe most infertile unden-developed negions of the-diy-zone, where the
prospects of agrnicultune and industry wie Limited, concentrated on
English education and Looked upon sedentary fobs as the only way to
economic salvation.

Sinhala Nationalism

The Tamil dominance in the State administrative structure, as well as in
the plantation eqpnomic secton, the privileges enfoyed by the English
educated elites(™the spread of Christianity, are’ gactons that propelled
the emergence of Sinhala nationalism. 1In the eanly stages, nationalist
tendencies tookyZhe form of. Buddhist revival which gradually assumed
a powergul political dominance. Under the sLogan of Buddhist neligious
nenaissance, a national chauvinistic ideology emerged with strong
sediments of Tamil antagonism. The ecclesiastical Leadenship attacked
both the Tamil and European colonialisits and spoke of the greatness
0f the Sinhalese Arnyan race.] To quote a typical example,

"Ethnologically, the Sinhalese are a unique race, inasmuch

as they can boast that they have no slave blocd in them,

and were nevern conquered by eithen the pagan Tamils on

Ewropean vandals who fon three centuries devastated the

Land, destrnoyed ancient temples...... and nearly annihilated

the histonic nace. This bright, beautiful island was made

into a paradise by the Aryan Sinhalese before its destruction

was brought about by the barbaric vandals....... 4

(Anagarika Dhammapala, History of an Ancient Civilization).

The Sinhala national chauvinism that emenged grom the Buddhist
neligious nesungence viewed the Tamil dominance in the State apparatis
and in Lthe economy as a threat to "national development', and such
national antagonism anticulated on the ideological Level began to take
concrete forms of social, political and economic oppression soon after
the nationak independence in 1948, when the State power was Lhans fervied
Lo Zthe Sinhala national bourgeoisie.

NATIONAL OPPRESSION

The theonetical perspective of historical materialism necessitates the
Anvestigation of any nationak movement in relation 2o the historical,
development o4 worlkd capitalism. The nationalism 04 the European nation
dtates arose with the colldpse of geudalism and the transition to
capitalism, ‘with the unification of markets and the nevolutionary
development of productive forces Leading to the birth of a new bourgeois



class. The ascendency o4 the bourgeoisie and bourgeois nationalism Led
to the oppression and exploitation of other nations . Advanced stage of
capitolist development gave nise Lo monopoly capitalism which took the
global fornm of Amperialism. The ALmperialist penetration and s form

04 oppression produced determinant effects on the mode of production of
the peripheral social fommations.  Separating the direct producers grom
thein means of production, creating a mass o4 gree Labouwrens, these

efpects genenated the dynamics of the capitalist mode in the penetrated
socleties. The development of the productive gorces in the capitalist
mode, Led Lo the onganisation of the proletaniat as a revolutionary class
fonce

The imperialist penetration, not cnly generated the mechanisms of the
capitolist development but also shifted the national struggles to the.
peripheral social fonmations. 1In this context the nature of nationalism,
the national struggle and the class nelations in the national movements
04 the Thind World countries must be viewed An nelation to the trhans-
formations Ain the expanding world capitalist economy, its global effects,
13 stuctunal rnelations with developing perdipheral capiialism. The
workd capitalist hegemony and the development o4 the neuoﬁut&ona&y
profetarnian classes within the space o4 Amperialist dominance, have
changed the structure and charactern of the contemporary national
strmggles of the Thind Wornkd. The so-called proghessive national
bourgeoisie has Lost its nevolutionany charactern to advance the national
stauggle as a democratic soclal fonce. The historical confjuncure o4
the globak capitolism has eliminated all proghessive elements of £the
national bourgeodisie, Lts histonical role 4in the national revolution
has shigted to the revolutionany proletariat. Such structural thans-
fommation in the class elements has necessitated a revolutionarny
soclalist strnategy intern-nelating the class struggle with national
Liberation stawggle undern the Leadership of the revolutionarny proletariat,
a strnategy Lo advance the class struggle along with the national Liberation
struggle both against the indigenous bourgeoisie and international
capltalism.,

Constrhained by world capital, the national bourgeoisie can no Longer
play a constructive nole in the national democratic revolution. This
is evidenced in the historny of Sni Lanka, agtern 'independence'. The
reactionany charactern of the Sadi Lankan national bourgeoisdie began o
show its ugly face not only in its collusion with, world capital fo
peapetuate a dependent economy, but also in Lts chauvinistic policies
against the Tamil Nation, a policy primanily aimed at dividing and
weakening the wonking class movement of the Sinhalese masses.

.: ving fiumky entrenched the national bourgeodisie in a global neo-
colonial structure, Buitish imperialism granted 'independence' to the
eople of Sni Lanka with the British Queen as thein sovereign head.

”*¢¢uaxed by thein class intenests, the national bourgeoisdie collaborated

wb,f the BLitish, accepted thein constitution and assumed power. Soon
{ter the so-cabled national independence, the national bourgeoisie

;**:ted to betrnay its neactionany characten. Conglicts arose between

the Tamil and Sinhala bourgeoisie over the share of political power.
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nhala nationalisits dominated 1the scene and gained control over the
ate machineny.

e history of national oppression started to unfold in-its ugly
ciousness within six months of the transfer of political power. The
nst major onslaught of the Sdinhala national chauvinism was directed
the Tamil plantation proletariat, disenfranchising more than half a
Llion of this working mass with the most infamous citizemship
gislation in Sni Lankan political histony, which robbed these people
thein basie human rnights and neduced them to statelessness.

e national oppression against the Tamil nation of Eelam has a histony—
thirnty yearns; a caleulated, systematic oppression, reinforced by

e State nepnressive apparaius, which seniously agfected the social,
Litical, economic and cultural Life of the Tamil speaking masses and
nally threatened ihe nation's geognaphical entity and its
entity.  The oppression assumed a muliti-dimensional Hhkist, attacking
multaneously on difgerent Levels on the conditions of existence of this
tion of people; on Language, on education, on economy, on Land, that
opardised the very existence of that social totality and made unitary
4e impossible. This oppression has been practised by all successive
vernments headed by the Sinhala national boungeoiaie%?incﬂuding the
w degunct old Left, which slipped into the dirnt of Sinhala chauvinism
taste a Lemporary episode of political power.

nhala Colonisation of Tamil Lands.

caleulated proghamme of gradual penetration and annexation of the
aditional Tamil Lands which began s0on after the 'national independence’,
asterminded by J.R. Jayawardane who has now assumed absolute power as
dtetaton) has now engulfed nearly three thousand square miles of

e Eelam nation. This planned oceupation of Tamil Lands by hundreds
Lhousands of Siphala. pecple aided and abeted by the State machinery
the areas where & huge mass of Landless Tamil peasantry it stniving

v a Liny ploxt to-toil, have generated fearn, hostility and hopelessness
ngst the Tamil speaking masses, @ The wonst affected area &5 the

stean province , where planned colonisation has produced two new
wiamentary constituencies and robbed huge bulks of Land §rom the Tamil
2aking people of Tslamic faith. The Mahaveli Ganga profect of the
28ent bowrgeods dictatonship, aided by world capiial, is aimed at
1eitnating the Noath with an anmy of oceupation. Fear nuns high

mgst the Tamils, sdnce the government's anncuncement in July this

w, that a para-militany corps of 150,000 youths will be trained and
lonised in this development project, fon the'secwiity'of these Lands.

&5 consistent policy of forceful colonisation o4 Tamil areas, Lgnoring

> development of vast expanses of fertile Lands in the south, have

le the Tamif speaking people nealise the viclous nature o4 Lhe oppression
2y are congronted with, 1In addition o thiaf%%ﬁg_aonétamt.&aCLaE

Lence that erupts in some sensitive colonised areas nesulting in
2 Loss of Tamil Life and property, has awakened the necessity and
jency Lo sthuggle fon suavival. i



Politics o4 Language, Education and EmplLoyment

The national oppression of the Sinhala bourgeoisie soon penetrated into -
the sphere of Language, education and employment. The chauvinist
'Sinhala Only™ movement spearheaded by Mr. Bandaranayake brought him
to political power in 1956. His st Act in Paliament put an end
to the official equal status enfoyed by the Tamil Language and made
Sinhala as the only official Language of the country. 'The Sinhala
Onkly Act' demanded the progiciency of Sinhala in the civil service.
The Tamil public servants deprived of the rights of increments and
promotions were gorced to Learn the Language on Leave emplLoyment.
Empﬁoymeni og'o&iuniixeé in the public service were practically closed
to Tamils, Racial discrimination against the Tamils in employment
soon extended to othen services and sectons.

The Tamil Public Servants Union (Arasanga ELuthu Vinayar Sangam) observed
the steady decline of Tamil representation in the services from 1956 to
1970 4in the following percentages.

1956 1970
Ceylon Administrative Service 30 5
Clerical Senvice 50 5
Progessions 60 10
Armed Forces 40 1

In 1972, the 'Sinhafa Only Act' was given constitutional status and the 7|
minoi concedsions given Lo the use of Tamil were axed, thus institutione-|
Lising and Legalising ithe nationak oppressiont The most shattering
dismay experdienced by the Tamils in this noforious onsfaught of Sinhala
chauvinism was the collaboration of the.traditional Marnxist parties, ithe
ofd LSSP Trnotskyites and the Communist Party, with the SLFP the national
bourgeois party, headed by Mns Bandaranayake, in graming such an ingamous
comstitution.

Education was the sphere in which the most blatant discimination was
practised against the Tamil youth, particularly in theirn university
admissions. An inﬁamoué diserniminatory sefective device called
"standarndisation’ was introduced 4An 1970 to awrest the Tamil domenance
in highern education. This nacialist_scheme demanded highern marks

frnom the Tamil students fon admissiony, The'natio of Aggregate 'A’

fovaﬁ manks demanded fon admission gorn the Tamil and Sinhaleése students
were ga pollows.,

Tamil Students Sinhala Students

Medicine 250 229
Engdineering 250 223
Physical Sciences 204 183

BioLogleal Sciences 184 175
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This discriminatony device seriously affected the prospects of highen
education of the Tamil youth. The admission gigures ghadually dropped
from 40% in 1960 fo 15% 4An 1975, :

“Angened “by the imposition of an akien ltanguage, fruustnated without the
possibility of highen education, plinged into the despairn o unemployed
existence, the Tamil youth grew militant with an inon determination Lo
4ight back the national oppression.

Economic Strangulation

National oppression showed its intensity in the economic strangulation -
0f the Eelam nation. Apart from a few state-owned factornies builll soon
aften 'independence', Tamil areas were totally isolated grom all the
national deveLopment projects for nearly a quarter of a century. While
the State powred all the economic aid into the South, while the Sinhala
nation §Lowrished with massive development projects, the Tamil nation
was alienated as an wwanted colony, Lsolated into the wilderness

of economic deprivation. The most tragdc fact 44 that while the Tamil
nation gradually deterionated into economic backwandness wasting its
potential productive Labour, the Tamil capitalisits, encouwraged and
alded by the Sinhala wuling class, fnvested in the South; a brutal gact -
iPlustnates the class collabonation and class internests of the Tamik
bourngeoisie.

Tamil Agitations and Racial Tewronism.

Since the implementation of the 'Sinhala Only Act' in 1956, the Federal
Party, headed by the Tamil bourgeodis. nationafisis, ohganised mass
agitational campaigns demanding a federak fosun of autonomy for the
Tamil spoaking peopfe. The Sinhala ruling class, threatened by the
emenging Tamil nationalism, agreed o give concessions and a pact
was signed. The pact provided some elements of political autonomy
unden regional councils with a promise to stop Sinhala colonisation

in Tamil areas. The pact sparked o4 suspicion and anger among the
Sinhatese and the man who exploited this explosive situation at that
time, was none other than the present 'dhaunisita’, President, :
J.R. Jayawardane, who, with the support of the Buddhist monks, organised
a massive protest manch to Kandy demanding the abrogation o4 the pact.
This Sinhalese chauvinistic upsurigence forced the Late Premier

Mr. Bandaranayake to abandon the pact. This betrayal of the Sinhata
boungeoisie intensified the national aspirations of the Tamils and

the nelations between the two nations became hostile. The national
frniction became intense and exploded into violent naclal rLots An

1958 in which hundreds of Tamil speaking people were massached and thein
propenty destroyed. 4

The 1958 nacial holocaust cut a deep wedge in the nelations between the
Tamil and Sinhala nations. Tamil national sentiments nan high and
erupted into massive agitational campaigns on the Tamil political
scene. In 1961 the Fedenal Panty Launched a non-violent civil
disobedience campaign and demanded equal right for the Tamilf Language.
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The State oppressive machineny reacted suidtly, unleashing a barbarous
militarny violence against the peaceful agitatosns.. The nationalists
Leadens wene annested and kept in detention gor 54x months.

In 1965, the Sinhala national bourgeois panty, the United National Panty,
assumed political power, The Tamif bourgeois wationalists collaborated
with the new Goverument and a few concessions wenre ghanted' fo the use

of Tamil Language. A secret pact was also made but soon abrogated

by the pressure of Sinhala opposition.

An Infamous Regime and Tns tidutional.ised Oppression

The political histony of Sni Lanka from 1970 to 1977 consisits o4
astounding events and unprecedented upheavals, —events o§-great-betrayals
and shamegul class collaborations; events 04 vdolLent revolis and brutal
neprisals. Fon both the oppressed Tamil nation and the Aupprossed
Sinhala masses, this histonical epoch, marked by the reign of an
unscrupulous infamous regime, taught the most painful Lessons of
political oppression. The Tamif nation faced institutionalised
oppression and the events that unfolded concretised the objective
conditions. of national contradiction precipitating the dynamics of a
revolutionany ruptune, The wonking class movement as a whole sufdered
a Inagic set back by nationat chauvinism and by the betrayal of the
Left Readenship.

An unholy political matrimony between the national bourgeois party of
Mrs. Bandaranayake, and the Anaditionak old Left - the 1SSP and the CP-
brought into power what was mistakenly called the "Popular Front'
Govenmment. As soon as this new Govermnent assumed powert, ALt was
congronted with a revolutionany inswinection, Unemployed militant
youth and sections of Landless peasantry rose in onganised rebellion in
the South. This sudden upiising of the adventwiist hevolutionany
youth that took the §onm of a widespread armed nebellion was met with
a most barbaric militany suppression. The episode  ended with the mass
slaughter of ten thousand Sinhalese youth, and the imprisonment of
another fifteen thousand.

This unprecedented youth Answuection alarmed the nuling class.
Frightened of the possibilities 0f gfurther revolutionany upsurgence
emanaling fhom the oppressed dections, the nuling beurgeodsie decided
1o stabilise its grip on‘ﬂ}e, State apparatus by emengency Laws and othen
oppressive Legislations. (The most significant 04§ which, in relation —
to natlonal oppression, was the proglamation of a new Republican
Constitution in 1972, The new constitution not only removed the
jundamental rights and privileges acconded to the national minonities

Ain the previous constitution, but alse categonically refected atf
amendments and nesolutions proposed on behald of the Tamil Apeaking
people. Sinhala national chauvinism reigned supreme in the
deliberations of the Constituent Assembly which nesulted in the Tamit
members of Parliament walking out in utton frustration and hopelessness,
THLs, ths ingamous. constitution brought an end to Tamif paticipation
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The Struggle for Secession

The adoption of this notorlous constitution,created ancondttion o4
political alienation,efa notion—ofpeople-and’set a deep crisis in the
Tamil-Sinhala nelationship. The constitution Legalised national
oppression and the State apparatus delegated excessive powers to the
police to dominate and suppress the Tamil nation. The police practised
excessive violence, indiscrniminately against the imnocent peopleand
primardly against the Tamil youth. The police tyranny manifested in
the honnons of tontune, imprisonment (without triaks) and murdens. The
victimiseds youth grew militant and reacted with acts of violence and
Lerrnonism.

The Sinhala nuling elite, unable to resofve the national economic
anisis and the mounting social problems, adopied the reactlionary
sthategy of intensifying the national chauvinistic oppression Zo hetain
State power by dividing and dominating the Sinhala working cfass. Thus,
the Sinhala national bourgeodsie utilised {ts invariable policy of
national chauvinism to prevent the mobilisation of the revolutionwry
proletariat against the State machinery.) The collusion of the old Left
An this boungeois ploit struck a shattering blow to the working class
movement as a whole.

During the neign of this so-called Popularn Front Government, the
national cppression of the Big Sinhala nation against the smell Tamil
nation assumed such severity and hanshness that made foint existence
intolerable. The contradiction between nations assumed concrete
neadity and the masses of the oppressed nation began to polarise into
a single movement fon a secesssionist cause.

At the peak of national oppression, when secession became the inevitable:
political desitiny of the Eelam nation, the Tamif bowrgeois nationalist
varties converged into a single movement, fthe Tamil United Liberation
Front formed in 1976} and asked for a clear mandate grom Lhe people
to wage a national struggle forn secession.] The Front, at the general
elections Last yearn, explicitly stated in its political mantifesio:

"The Tamilf Nation must take the decision to establish

ity sovereignty in 4ts homeland on the basis of ALh

night to self-determination. The only way fo announce

this decision to the Sinhalese government and to the

workd is to vote fon the Tamil United Liberation Front".

In reference to the Tamil National Question the verdict at the elections
was very chucdal. 1t was fought precisely on a decision Lo secede. 1In
@ political sense, it assumed the characten of a plebiscite, a public
expression of a nation's will. The Tamik speaking people voted
overwhelmingly in favour of secession, on nather, the people of Eelam
nation exercised, through a democratic political practice, thein night
to self-determination, which {8 the night to secede and fonm a State

of their own. Thus began a new historical epoch in Tamil polifics,
wsherning the nevolutionany siruggle of a people goi national Liberation
against oppression.
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The New Governmment and the Oppressive Laws

The general elections An Shi Lanka Last—year brought into existence
two powerful and mutually irreconcilable political forces. The Tamil
National Independence movement demanding secession and separate
existence as a soveredign State and a Sinhala boungeods dictatorship
seeking absolute State power to dominate and oppress all sections of
the masses. Thus emenged a major political contradiction between the
two nations. The intensity of this contradiction took iis mandifest
gorms smmediately aften the elections by the sudden explosion of a
nacdol holocaust unprecedented in its violence Zowands the Tamils,
gollowed by armed terronist violence against the State police by the
mlitant Tamil youth., : -

In this island-wide racial -conglagration hundreds of Tamils wene
mereilessly massacned and thein propernty destroyed: avid Thousands of
them made nefugees. The State police openfy colluded with the vandals
and hooldigans Ain theirn acts of arson, rape and murder, «Instead of
containing the violence which was raging with uncontrollable ferocity
with the blessings of the guardians of public sagety, the government
made inglammatony statements with racial connotations that added

fuel to the finre.

This racial hornor had a profound impact on the Tamil political
thinking. 1t stifgened the Tamil militancy Ain their demand for
secessdon. 1t shattered all hopes of a porkiamentary form of agitation
pon the nesolution of the Tamil National Question, 1t exposed the
political Ampotency of the Tamil bourgeodis Leadership who simply
Anvoked the lames of Tamil nationalism but never found any concrete
practical programme of political action fo Liberate the oppressed
nation. -A-progound Bisillusionment struck the militant Tamil youth
who became disenchanted with the political sitrategy of non-violence
which the fLeadenship advocated forn the Lasxt thirnty yeans, and phoduced
no political gruits. Caught up in a revolutionany situation generated
by the contradictions of national oppression and constantly vietimised
by police brutality, the youthswere forced to abandon the Gandhian
aoctrine of 'ahimsha' which they nealised was inrneconcilable with
nevolutionany politics and-ehose the path of violence and terrorismiiio

The determinant confunctural factonfthat Led to the growth of terrorism
in Tamil politics was the political vacuwum created by the absence of

an  authentic national Liberation movemeni structured within a
nevolutionany political theory,and practice fo Lead the struggle.
Congronted with such emptiness, and Kmpelled by the necessity of
conchete action, the youth militancy and £is nevolutionary ardour took
an extreme course in the politics of terronism. The terronist assfalis
were not indiscriminate acts of violence but careqully selected tarngets, |
primanily aimed at senion police officerns who had a notorious reputation
forn Lyranny and torture against ihe youth and Tamil political
coportunists who betrayed the Tamil cause.
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Alanmed by the acts of terronisit violence of the militant Tamil youth,
who operly proclaimed themselves as the Liberation Tigens o4 Tamil
Eelam , the nuling bourgeoisie utilised fhe situation to Lighten <its
wm of aufocratic domination. Tn the guwise of hunting douwn the Tigens,
the government dispatched Large contingents of awmed forces to Tamid
areas and made the Tamil nation into a permanenily oceupled Lernifony.
In the meantime,an infamous nepressive Legislation was rushed through
the Parliament which not onby proscribed zhe Tiger movement but also
made any revolutionany struggle against the State Llegal. The
Legistation containk such devious clauses that even thade union
struggles could be conjured as a threat tuv the State and condemned
ALlegal. Thus, the bourgeois dictatonship struck two birds with one
dtone, a single Legislation to oppress the Tamil agitation as well as
Lo suppress the proletarian struggle.,




