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Intensify the offensives to seize further
initiative in advancing the people’s war

Message of the Central Committee
of the Communist Party of the Philippines
to the Red commanders and fighters

of the New People’s Army

e, the Central Com-
mittee of the Commu-
nist Party of the Phil-

ippines, salute the Red com-
manders and fighters of the
New People’s Army on the occa-
sion of its 45th founding anni-
versary on March 29. We con-
gratulate you for the victories
that you, together with the Par-
ty and the people have accumu-
lated for a long time and for
those that you have won in the
past year in the people’s demo-
cratic revolution through pro-
tracted people’s war against the
ruling system of big compradors
and landlords servile to
US imperialism.
You have won {
victories as the fruit gxp
of hard
work,
sacrifices

/ base. You have

and struggle. In this regard, we
give our highest respects to our
martyrs and heroes and to all
comrades who have rendered
long service to the people and
the revolution. The exemplary
revolutionary spirit and deeds of
our departed and long-serving
comrades inspire an endless flow
of young people to join the New
People’s Army and fight for the
national and democratic rights
and interests of the people.

You have excelled at propa-
gating the general line of revolu-
tionary struggle and at
integrating the armed )
struggle with the v
agrarian  revolution ‘
and building the mass

successfully carried out the
tasks of fighting the enemy and
defending the people, carrying
out politico-military training,
doing propaganda and cultural
work, helping the masses orga-
nize and mobilize themselves,
looking after their needs, pro-
ducing much of what you need
and giving full play to the local
organs of political power and
the mass organizations. The
NPA is truly a people's army. It
is deeply rooted among the pea-
sant masses. It is humble,
hardworking and victorious aga-
inst all odds. It is a source of
pride for the people to have the-
ir best sons and daughters serve
as NPA Red
¢ fighters.
, The
broad

the people,
especially
the workers
and pea-
Y sants,
cherish
and support you. Thus,
you have succeeded in car-
, rying out a pro-
tracted people’s
war. You have
preserved,
expanded and consolidated
your strength against tremen-
dous odds. The reactionaries
and their hangers-on boast of
their power and loot and try to




taunt the revolutionaries for
being still far from the Malaca-
nang palace after 45 years of
struggle. The scoundrels pre-
tend not to be aware of the
steady growth of the people’s
democratic government in the
countryside that is determined
to eventually seize the cities on
a nationwide scale.

The unprecedented worsen-
ing crisis of the world capitalist
system and consequently that of
the domestic semicolonial and
semifeudal system are inflicting
intolerable suffering on the peo-
ple and are inciting them to wage
revolution against foreign mo-
nopoly capitalism, domestic feu-
dalism and bureaucrat capital-
ism. Under these crisis condi-
tions, the ruling classes have in-
creasing difficulties in ruling the
old way. Aware of the people’s
desire for revolutionary change,
we do our best to advance from
the current stage of strategic de-
fensive to that of the strategic
stalemate and aim for complete
victory in the ultimate stage of
the strategic offensive.
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Global crisis, depression and turmoil

I n the last half of the 1970s, US imperialism was clearly in a stage
of strategic decline as it was afflicted by the problem of stagfla-
tion; and as it suffered an unprecedented resounding defeat in its
war of aggression against Vietnam and the rest of Indochina. This
fact was offset by the increasing exposure of the grave socio-eco-
nomic crisis of the Soviet Union and the Soviet bloc countries, and in
quick succession, by the Dengist counterrevolution in China. The full
restoration of capitalism in the revisionist-ruled countries conjured
the illusion of continuing strength and invincibility of monopoly capi-

talism, especially that of the US.

At the beginning of the
1980s, the US imposed the neo-
liberal economic policy on the
entire world capitalist system.
This policy dished out the lie
that the US and global capital-
ism could overcome the phe-
nomena of stagflation and infla-
tion by simply manipulating the
money supply and interest rates
and providing more capital and
profit opportunities to the mo-
nopoly bourgeoisie. This was
achieved by pressing down the
wage level, providing tax cuts to
the corporations and wealthy,
liberalizing investments and
trade, privatizing public assets,
deregulating all social and envi-
ronmental protection and dena-
tionalizing the underdeveloped
countries.

After a decade of neoliberal-
ism, mostly under the two terms
of Reagan, the US became the
biggest debtor country of the
world and undermined its manu-
facturing capability in most
tradable goods by focusing on
hightech military production
and relying on China and other
East Asian countries for the
supply of cheap consumer man-
ufactures. As a matter of
course, structural adjustment
programs and austerity meas-
ures devastated most underde-
veloped countries. Already an
integral part of the world capi-
talist system, China was struck
hard by economic crisis and po-
litical turmoil in 1989 and so

were the East European coun-
tries and the Soviet Union,
which collapsed, amidst the
frenzy of full blast capitalist
restoration in the years 1989-
91.

The US continued to appear
strong and invincible, as sole su-
perpower and supposed winner
in the Cold War, while the for-
mer Soviet bloc countries went
into rapid social and economic
degradation and Japan got
locked in a long period of stag-
nation after the bursting of its
huge real estate bubble in 1990.
Bush Sr. estimated in 1991 that
he could make a new world order
chiefly with superior military
technology and launched the
first war of aggression against
Irag. So did Clinton subsequent-
ly estimate that the US could do
as it pleased by undertaking a
campaign of aggression to oblit-
erate Yugoslavia. He promoted
the commercialization of infor-
mation technology, the financial
bubble related to it and the fi-
nancialization of the entire
economy.

Under the neoliberal regime,
financial bubbles of various pro-
portions were to arise and burst
first in the underdeveloped
countries and in the so-called
emergent markets. The biggest
among them was the Asian fi-
nancial crisis of 1997 before the
portentous bursting of the
hightech bubble in the US itself
in 2000. However, the latter
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event would lead Bush Jr. to
dream up his “ownership socie-
ty” and to engage in further
monetary easing in 2001. He
generated his own kind of finan-
cial bubble: the housing bubble
that would eventually lead to
the mortgage meltdown and fi-
nancial collapse of 2008. He also
conceived of military Keynesian-
ism, as pump priming the econo-
my through rapid increases of
military spending for war pro-
duction, overseas deployment of
US military forces and wars of
aggression.

Bush Jr. used the 9-11 inci-
dent to declare a permanent war
of terror in order to create the
legal infrastructure for state
terrorism within the US and on a
world scale and to wage wars of
aggression, such as those
against Afghanistan and even-
tually against Iraq. He was guid-
ed by the neoconservative
scheme of Pax Americana in the
21st century, using a broad
spectrum of capabilities (chief
of which is the hightech military
power) to subjugate or destroy
any recalcitrant or challenging
state and thus expand US he-
gemony and economic territory.

Bush Jr. had the despicable
distinction of deploying a huge
number of US aggressor troops
and wasting trillions of dollars
in simultaneous prolonged wars
of aggression and trying in vain
to solve the worst finan-
cial and economic
crisis since the
Great Depression by
bailing out the giant
banks and selected
corporations of the mil-
itary-industrial
complex. The
crisis spread g
like an epidem-
ic in the entire
world capitalist
system. To this
day, it keeps on

i
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worsening. The measures adopt-
ed to solve it have served to pro-
long, aggravate and deepen it.

Obama rose to the US presi-
dency on the promise of depart-
ing from the anti-democratic
and aggressive policies and acts
of Bush Jr. But he has been even
more anti-democratic and ag-
gressive than his predecessor
despite his vain attempts at dis-
sembling. He has stuck to the
same neoliberal policy and has
therefore failed to revive the re-
al economy. He has resorted to
quantitative easing (printing
and releasing money at the rate
of US$85 billion every month) in
order to buoy up the financial
markets but not the real econo-
my; and to conjure the illusion of
recovery from time to time.

The US is the home base of
the neoliberal Washington Con-
sensus and is the epicenter of
the worsening crisis of global
capitalism. It dictates to its im-
perialist allies and to its client
states the continuance of the
neoliberal economic policy and
the use of public debt to ride out
the crisis. Thus, the public debt
crisis afflicts every imperialist
state and every client state.
Even the World Economic Forum
has warned that fiscal crises

triggered by ballooning debt lev-
els in advanced countries posed
the biggest threat to the global
economy in 2014. The stubborn-
ness of the US and other imperi-
alist powers in sticking to neo-
liberalism is due to three rea-
sons. First, it rakes in super-
profits for the monopoly bour-
geoisie. Second, the burden of
crisis is always passed on to the
working people. Third, the
strength of the revolutionary
mass movement is not yet suffi-
cient to compel changes or sys-
tem change.

Not in any of the imperialist
countries is there any signifi-
cant revolutionary force of the
proletariat and people capable
of challenging the ruling system.
So far, there are only incipient
and small revolutionary groups.
The ultra-rightists, pretenders
at being centrists and the re-
formists still dominate the stage
under the watchful eyes of the
monopoly bourgeoisie and its fi-
nance oligarchy. The economic
and financial magnates and
their political, media and aca-
demic agents are still succeed-
ing at obfuscating the capitalist
roots of the crisis by playing up
chauvinism, racism, religious bi-
as and warmongering to play
down the class struggle of the
proletariat and to scapegoat
foreigners, people of

color,  migrant
" workers, Muslims
and so on.

Even as no
revolutionary
force of the
! proletariat is
yet waging
class strug-
f gle to such
an extent as
to worry the
ruling bour-
geoisie in the
imperialist countries,
the imperialist powers



are ever prepared to unleash
their security forces and fascist
gangs to suppress dissent. What
is more worrisome to the imperi-
alist powers is that the room for
mutual accommodation among
them has become significantly
less after China and Russia
joined the ranks of capitalist
powers. The economic and fi-
nancial crises have recurred
more often; and have become
worse and are driving them to
struggle more vigorously for a
redivision of the world.

In becoming fully capitalist,
China and Russia have copied
the neoliberal propensity of the
US and Japan in expanding the
money supply and easing credit
and in effect trying to address
financial bubbles by making new
ones. In the wake of the 2008 fi-
nancial meltdown, China has
generated a credit bubble of un-
precedented dimensions in the
entire history of capitalism. It
has outstripped the US by so
many times in the use of credit
to buoy up the stock and bond
markets and the seemingly end-
less real estate speculation.
Whereas the US has increased
bank assets by US$2.1 trillion,
China has increased its bank as-
sets by US$15.4 trillion in the
same period. Under the auspices
of bureaucrat capitalism, these
have been lent to crony capital-
ists and have become bad debts.
In ten major industries, corpo-
rations have declared bankrupt-
cies upon failure to pay the total
outstanding debt service of
US$1 trillion this year. Econom-
ic and finance analysts are now
expecting a financial collapse in
China within this year or next.

The US and the European
Union have been most eager to
take advantage of the vulnera-
bilities of Russia and China.
They keep on trying to put the
states on the borders of the
Russian Federation under the

sway of the US and the NATO
and to spread their influence to
the Russian heartland. They
covet the energy and other min-
eral riches of Russia. But they
have to move cautiously because
Russia has continued to develop
its modern weaponry. The US
has been stubbornly pushing the
Trans  Pacific  Partnership
Agreement in order to encircle
China and further pressure it to
privatize its state-owned enter-
prises. It has carried out the
pivot to East Asia to pressure
and contain China by deploying
in the region 50% of US military
and air forces and 60% of US na-
val forces. It has no intention of
provoking a war with China but
is trying to further influence and
support internal Chinese factors
for the benefit of the US.

China and Russia have be-
come sharply aware of the drive
of the US to gain world hegemo-
ny with the help of NATO. Thus,
they have formed the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization. They
are among the few countries
that the US cannot bully with its
possession of weapons of mass
destruction because they have
the same, especially nuclear
weapons and delivery system.
They have also formed BRICS as
an economic bloc within and
outside the Group of 20. Brazil,
Russia, India, China and South
Africa have among them a range
of industrial capabilities, raw
materials and markets wide
enough to be independent of the
US and other imperialist powers.
Together they are the most for-
midable among countries dis-
dained as emergent markets.

The peoples and nations in
the general run of the underde-
veloped countries are the most
oppressed and exploited in the
world. Thus, they are waging
various forms of struggle, in-
cluding mass protests, strikes
and armed struggle. They are

the most desirous of revolution-
ary change. In a significant
number of countries, they have
persevered in revolutionary
struggles for national and social
liberation, preserved their revo-
lutionary forces and grown in
strength despite the conjunc-
ture of neoliberalism, revisionist
betrayal and neocolonialism.
The torch of armed revolution
for national liberation and de-
mocracy has been held high by
the peoples of Palestine, the
Philippines, India, Turkey, Kur-
distan, Peru, Colombia and else-
where.

In countries, such as Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, Iraq, Libya
and Syria, where the US and
other imperialist powers have
unleashed wars of aggression,
the people have carried out
fierce armed resistance against
the aggressor and puppet for-
ces. They continue to do so even
when the imperialist powers
make a show of withdrawing or
reducing their aggressor forces
after gaining control over the
natural resources and the busi-
ness contracts for reconstruc-
tion. Even where the armed re-
sistance seem to have subsided,
such as the Balkans and the
Caucasus, the potential for their
resurgence is ever present. The
former revisionist-ruled coun-
tries are seething with mass dis-
content as the people suffer
from impoverishment, depriva-
tion and misery while the big
bourgeois and high bureaucrats
wallow in corruption and luxury
in their capitalist paradise.

The bankruptcy of the neo-
liberal economic policy and the
global depression have brought
forth the most intolerable condi-
tions of oppression and exploi-
tation. The potential for revolu-
tionary mass movements exists
on an unprecedentedly wide
scale, in entire continents. What
is needed is a resolute and ac-
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tive revolutionary party of the proletariat to lead
the armed revolution. The imperialist powers
headed by the US have already exposed their fatal
weaknesses in failing to solve the ever worsening
economic and social crisis. It has become more ex-

tory.

ploitative and oppressive, unleashing wars of ag-
gression, spending astronomical amounts for the
military and increasingly preoccupied with strug-
gles to redivide the world and grab economic terri-

Bankrupt and rotten ruling system

I n the time of Marcos, before
and during the fascist dicta-
torship, the US and other for-
eign investors made direct in-
vestments to draw superprofits
from the exchange of raw mate-
rial exports and manufactured
imports. The World Bank pro-
vided and facilitated the foreign
loans for building infrastructure
and facilities for milling the raw
materials produced by the Phil-
ippines. The pattern of foreign
direct and indirect investments
ensured that the character of
the Philippine economy stayed
underdeveloped, pre-industrial
and semicolonial. Foreign mo-
nopoly capitalism, the local ex-
ploiting classes, bureaucratic
corruption and the military
buildup made sure that nothing
would be left for the industrial
development of the Philippines.

Under the US-dictated neo-
liberal economic policy, from
Aquino the mother to Aquino the
son, the same pattern of ex-
change of raw material exports
and manufactured imports has
persisted to tie down the econo-
my to an agrarian and semifeu-
dal status.

But more foreign loans have
been made available to further
promote and enlarge import-de-
pendent consumption and gen-
erate a boom in private con-
struction starting during the Ra-
mos regime. Infrastructure
building continued, financed by
local and foreign public borrow-
ing. Under the policy of trade
liberalization, import-depend-
ent consumption grew by leaps
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and bounds and even the local
production of food staples was
undermined. The foreign loans
and remittances of overseas
contract workers were also used
to cover the trade deficits.

Under all the post-Marcos
regimes, the underdevelopment
of the Philippines has been ag-
gravated and deepened despite
the gloss provided by office and
residential towers, hotels and
shopping malls. No program of
national industrialization has
been undertaken even as foreign
corporations and big comprad-
ors have put up sweatshops for
fringe processing or semi-manu-
facturing to serve final assembly
platforms abroad. In the wake
of the slump in the processing of
semiconductors for export, the
latest nonindustrial activity be-
ing hyped are the business call
centers, which are also vulnera-
ble to the vagaries of the export
market.

There has been no genuine
land reform program. The so-
called Comprehensive Agrarian
Reform Program (CARP) is a
fraud. The first Aquino regime
earlier stipulated in the 1987
constitution that the sale of
land by the landlord must be
voluntary and that there must
be just compensation which
means that the current fair mar-
ket value of the land must be
followed. The CARP has been
used to perpetuate large con-
centrations of lands in the
hands of the landlord class.
Landlords have used bureau-
crats to overprice the land in to-

ken cases of land distribution
and to change the classification
of the land in order to exempt
the land from land reform.

In the wake of the global and
financial crisis which began in
2008, the Philippine reactionary
government has been confront-
ed with grave problems, such as
the drastic fall in the export of
semiconductors, the closure of
various types of reassembly and
semi-manufacturing plants, the
rise of unemployment, the stag-
nation of the economy, tax eva-
sion, smuggling and the under-
mining of the tax revenue base.
It is trying to grab all kinds of
straws in order to save itself
from drowning. It is selling more
bonds more frequently, taking
more foreign debt and attract-
ing the inflow of hot money or
portfolio investments.

So long as the US is engaged
in quantitative easing (printing
money), such hot money is avail-
able from the US banks for the
stock and bond markets and for
real estate speculation in the
Philippines. But the US has al-
ready announced the tapering of
quantitative easing and has al-
ready induced the hot money to
flow back to the US. If the cred-
it bubble in China will burst
soon, as expected, the Philip-
pine-based Chinese taipans in
private construction and con-
sumerist marketing will be in se-
rious trouble because they take
loans from China directly or in-
directly through banks in Hong
Kong and Singapore.

The neoliberal economic pol-



icy has extremely favored the
multinational firms, the export-
import elite and the magnates in
private construction, tourist fa-
cilities and shopping malls. The
conspicuous wealth of a few in
the Forbes list exceeds the mea-
ger possessions of the majority
of the people. Joblessness,
homelessness, landlessness,
soaring prices of basic commod-
ities, lack of social services and
criminality are rampant. All
these spell intolerable poverty
and misery. Thus, social unrest
is widespread. The landless till-
ers are outraged that they are
forced off their home and land
by the landgrabbers with the
help of the military and police.
And when they come to live in
urban areas, they are brutally
subjected to eviction and demo-
lition of their flimsy shelters.

The economy has been
sucked dry by rapid superprofit-
taking by the multinational firms
and their big comprador agents,
the mounting debt service, the
conspicuous consumption by the
exploiting classes, unbridled bu-
reaucratic corruption and ever-
rising military expenditures. The
depressed economic conditions
have limited in a big way the
base for tax collection. The priv-
atization of state assets has
gone so far that the reactionary
government has become much
weakened by the loss of major
sources of income. Falling short
of its tax collection targets, the
Aquino regime continues to
fleece the working class with ad-
ditional burdens, while giving
exemptions to its cronies and
big foreign companies. The reac-
tionary Aquino regime is cur-
rently in a state of self-debilita-
tion.

To become president of the
reactionary government, de-
spite his slothful record in Con-
gress, Aquino reconciled himself
with his uncle, the Marcos crony

Eduardo “Danding” Cojuangco,
in order to benefit from the lat-
ter’s discreet control of the au-
tomated electoral system and
from a huge financial campaign
contribution. Aquino’s US han-
dlers hyped him among the big-
gest campaign financiers and
the media lords as the man who
could govern well and defeat the
communists by presenting an
image of being clean and able to
deliver services. Thus, in the
first three years of his regime, it
seemed as if there would be no
end to the myth of his “popular-
ity” drummed up by the mass
media and poll survey firms un-
der the baton of the yellow me-
dia. It was even made to appear
that there was no significant op-
position to his regime.

But ultimately, the worsen-
ing socio-economic crisis has
breached the seeming homoge-
neity of the ruling classes and
their political agents. In the
second half of Aquino’s term, his
corruption together with his
cronies and relatives has been
exposed in the disposition of
pork barrel, cutting into con-
tracts of foreign and local com-
panies, tax evasion by his cam-
paign financiers and smuggling
as monitored by no less than the
IMF Direction of Trade. Being
Aquino’s biggest benefactor,
Danding Cojuangco has raked in
gargantuan returns. His con-
glomerate has taken control of
more than 60% of the biggest
contracts under Aquino’s Public-
Private Partnership program.
Aquino’s political rivals and
even his allies are still intimidat-
ed by the way he has wielded the
power of the presidency.

But some of them will soon
cease their fear and trembling
as the mass movement of the
patriotic and progressive forces
gathers momentum in calling for
Aquino’s ouster or resignation.
They stand on solid grounds in

rallying the people against the
landlord Aquino, his cacique-
style of political patronage and
corruption and his betrayal of
public trust. The broad masses
of the people themselves must
be aroused, organized and mo-
bilized to expose and condemn
the puppetry, corruption, bru-
tality and mendacity of the
Aquino regime.

It is in the nature of neolib-
eral economics and politics that
large amounts of money and
credit can always be deployed
for overriding the contradic-
tions of the greedy in govern-
ment and business. At the mo-
ment, the contradictions that
have surfaced over the exposure
of pork barrel corruption are be-
ing allayed and overcome by le-
gal and political maneuvers, in-
cluding the arrangement of a
consensus by the US and by the
chambers of commerce for the
amendment of the 1987 consti-
tution to allow limitless foreign
ownership of businesses and
land.

The Aquino regime’s corrup-
tion, incompetence and lack of
concern for the people have
been exposed nationally and in-
ternationally in connection with
the need to provide immediate
relief and long-term rehabilita-
tion and reconstruction for the
15 million people in the Visayas
where supertyphoon Yolanda
(Haiyan) killed and injured tens
of thousands of people and de-
stroyed the homes and liveli-
hoods of millions. This was a re-
peat of the widespread disasters
resulting from Aquino’s monu-
mental failures in confronting
the floods and landslides during
typhoon Pablo, Sendong and
other storms. It has been ex-
posed that the highest bureau-
crats and military officers have
misappropriated billions of pe-
sos of public funds annually ap-
propriated as well as previous
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foreign assistance for disaster
relief and rehabilitation. The
people of the Visayas therefore
despise the Aquino regime. In
contrast, they have been highly
appreciative of patriotic and
progressive forces that have
been helpful despite their mea-
ger material resources. The rev-
olutionary forces as well have
exerted all-out efforts at disas-
ter preparedness and response
and in mobilizing the peasant
masses for rehabilitation and
mass struggles.

The US and Aquino regime
have failed to accomplish their
avowed objective of destroying
or reducing the armed revolu-
tionary movement to inconse-
quentiality. The triad operations
of psywar, intelligence gather-
ing and combat operations have
been futile. The scheme to buy
off entire communities, relatives
and friends of suspected Party
cadres and Red fighters with
cash dole outs have utterly fail-
ed and has served only to gener-
ate corruption among the bu-
reaucrats and military officers.
Even in the most militarized ar-
eas, the enemy has failed to de-
ter the people from organizing
and rising up against military
abuses and against destructive
mining operations and to de-
mand land and justice.

Notwithstanding the dismal
failure of Oplan
Bayanihan, the
Aquino regime is
hellbent
on leav- [
ing a
legacy

GE)
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killing the peace negotiations.
The determination of the regime
to kill the peace negotiations
has long been exposed by the at-
tacks of its negotiators on The
Hague Joint Declaration as a
document of “perpetual divi-
sion” and the Joint Agreement
on Safety and Immunity Guar-
antees as “inoperative.” The
Aquino regime made a complete
mockery of outstanding agree-
ments in carrying out the recent
arrest of NDFP consultants Be-
nito Tiamzon and Wilma Aus-
tria. It insists on detaining Aus-
tria whose identity as a consul-
tant has been previously count-
er-verified by the previous GPH
representative. Under Aquino,
the GPH is more busy hunting
down and arresting NDFP peace
consultants rather than exer-
ting efforts to uphold previous
agreements and forge new ones
to address the outstanding so-
cio-economic issues which are at
the root of the civil war.

The Aquino regime continues
to commit gross violations of the
Comprehensive Agreement on
Respect for Human Rights and
International Humanitarian Law
(CARHRIHL) in the course of its
Oplan Bayanihan war of sup-
pression. There are at least 170
cases of extrajudicial killings
against activists and critics
since the Aquino regime. More
than 400 political prisoners con-
tinue to languish in

various jails and police and mili-
tary detention centers. Daily,
AFP personnel commit innumer-
able rights abuses against the
civilian population as they carry
out aerial bombings and firing
howitzer cannons targeting ci-
vilian communities to terrorize
the people. Combat troops of
the AFP use schools, day care
centers, baranggay offices and
other public structures as tem-
porary barracks endangering
the people and disrupting local
production and commerce.
Aquino further violates the
CARHRIHL and insults the vic-
tims of human rights violations
during the Marcos regime by ap-
pointing a retired general of the
Philippine National Police and
no one as representative of the
victims of human rights viola-
tions to the Human Rights Vic-
tims Claims Board, which is sup-
posed to process, evaluate and
approve claims. The obvious in-
tention of Aquino is to prevent a
large number of victims from
getting compensation. The Aqui-
no regime has also continued
the practice of Arroyo of arrest-
ing and detaining suspected po-
litical offenders on trumped-up
charges of common crimes.
Before the Aquino regime
ends, there is still time for the
GPH and NDFP to negotiate and
finalize the Comprehensive
Agreement on Social and Eco-
nomic Reforms. But the GPH ne-
gotiating panel has condemned
national industrialization and
land reform as “ideologically
charged concepts.” These are in
fact politico-economic concepts
acceptable even to the patriotic

_ bourgeoisie in the history of
s national economic develop-

ment. There is also time to ne-
gotiate and formulate a Joint
Agreement on Truce and Coop-
eration. But there is never
enough time for this if the Aqui-
no regime’s obsession is to trick



the NDFP into pacification and
capitulation with the muddled
notion of “indefinite, separate
and simultaneous ceasefires.”

We hope that the Moro Is-
lamic Liberation Front (MILF)
succeeds in getting the best pos-
sible  comprehensive peace
agreement with the GPH without
giving up the Moro people’s right
to national self-determination
and ancestral domain. We reiter-
ate our previous advice to our
MILF ally to be ever-vigilant
against a cunning enemy who is
after the capitulation, pacifica-
tion and splitting of revolution-
ary forces. There is a short peri-
od of time left for the Aquino re-
gime to push the Bangsanmoro
Basic Law through Congress and
to fulfill all its other promises.
Contrarians are expected to
raise constitutional issues in
both chambers of Congress and
ultimately before the Supreme
Court. In order to succeed in up-
holding the interests of the Moro
people, the MILF would have to
be extra vigilant and guard
against the machinations of the
GPH to discredit the MILF and
divide the Moro people.

To continue having a military
foothold in the Philippines de-
spite the termination of the US-
Military Bases Agreement, the
US has always maintained the
US-RP Mutual Defense Pact as a
license for military intervention
and violation of national sover-
eignty and territorial integrity.
It has also kept the US-RP Mili-
tary Assistance Agreement as a
way of controlling and using the
puppet armed forces. Since the
termination of the bases agree-
ment in 1991, the US and its Fil-
ipino puppets have always ma-
neuvered to circumvent it. They
have devised the Mutual Logis-
tics and Support Agreement to
allow US military forces to land
in the Philippines and eventually
the Visiting Forces Agreement

to give the US military forces
wider latitude to base its troops
in the Philippines for indefinite
periods of time.

Now, the US imperialists and
traitors in the Aquino regime are
rushing the final draft of the
Agreement for Enhanced Defense
Cooperation in order to have its
signed or presented during the
visit of US President Barack Oba-
ma to Manila in late April.

The prospective agreement
allows the US military forces to
establish military bases by carv-
ing out exclusive enclaves with-
in camps of the puppet armed
forces, similar to the headquar-
ters of the US Joint Special Op-
erations Task Force (JSOTF)-
Philippines. But the puppet
armed forces are prohibited
from knowing what are the US
military equipment and activi-
ties in the enclave. The circum-
vention and violation of the pro-
vision in the 1987 constitution
prohibiting foreign military bas-
es, troops, facilities and weap-
ons of mass destruction are be-
ing done incrementally.

The puppet regime is spend-
ing P1 billion to upgrade facilities
in Ulugan Bay and Oyster Bay in
Palawan to accommodate the in-
creased traffic of US warships,
planes and combat troops. It is
also set to upgrade other AFP
camps and reservations in Pala-
wan and Rizal in order to accom-
modate US military bases.

The initial reason of the US
for deploying its military forces
in the Philippines is to conduct
joint military exercises and in-
ter-operability training with
Philippine armed forces. Thus, it
began to maintain the rotational
presence of US military forces,
in fact, as forward deployed for-
ces. It increased the number of
reasons for the US military for-
ces to operate in the Philippines,
including humanitarian assist-
ance, civic action, medical mis-

sions and disaster response.

Consequent to 9-11, Bush
declared the Philippines as the
second front in the so-called
global war on terror. Still fur-
ther, the US justified the rota-
tional presence of its military
troops claiming to keep the Chi-
na Sea open for international
navigation and commerce. Since
then, the US and its Filipino
puppets have stirred up dis-
putes between China and the
Philippines over the islets, reefs
and shoals within the 200-mile
exclusive economic zone of the
Philippines. Finally, the US pro-
claimed the pivot to East Asia,
involving the deployment of
around 50% of its ground and air
forces and 60% of its naval for-
ces in the region.

In relation to what it consid-
ers as the growing military pow-
er of China, the US is now wast-
ing its resources in redeploying
its forces in East Asia and pos-
turing that it can intimidate and
contain China. The US is merely
posturing against China in order
to justify its effort to entrench
itself in the Philippines militarily
and maintain a balance of forces
to keep going the US-Sino eco-
nomic cooperation at the ex-
pense of the people in Southeast
Asia. At any rate, elsewhere in
the world, political turmoil, civil
wars and regional wars can
arise to keep the US from over-
concentrating forces in a region
like East Asia where China is
avoiding any violent confronta-
tion, especially with the US.

The US is reprehensible for
using such disputes to entrench
itself militarily in the Philippines
and violate Philippine sovereign-
ty and territorial integrity. The
US and its puppets should also
be stopped from spreading the
notion that the Philippines can
be nothing more than a passive
object of interest between the
US and China. In all circumstan-
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ces, the Filipino people must assert their national
sovereignty and Philippine territorial integrity.
They must aim to industrialize the Philippines in
order to build a strong economy, avail of diploma-

cy for peace and development and produce the

conventional and modern weapons for their own
defense. They should not allow any foreign power
to use any excuse for violating their sovereignty
and the integrity of their territory.

NPA status and plan of strategic advance

he correctness of the gener-

al line of people’s democrat-
ic revolution through protracted
people’s war is well proven by
the growth in strength and ad-
vance of the revolutionary for-
ces of the people since 45 years
ago. The revolutionary forces
have overcome and scored vic-
tories against the most violent
forms of reaction, including 14
years of the Marcos fascist dic-
tatorship and the most mali-
cious combinations of violence
and deception unleashed by the
successive post-Marcos pseudo-
democratic regimes. US imperi-
alism and its puppets have
launched all kinds of national
campaigns of military suppres-
sion, except a war of aggression
by the US, and have failed to
achieve their objectives.

The Filipino people and their
revolutionary forces have perse-
vered and gained strength de-
spite certain unfavorable
conditions in the world
situation in the last three
decades or so. The major
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adverse conditions include the
revisionist betrayal of socialism
catching up with China, the con-
sequent defeat of the proletari-
an cultural revolution and so-
cialism in 1976, the debilitation
of the struggle against neocolo-
nialism in the underdeveloped
countries, the full restoration of
capitalism in the biggest revi-
sionist-ruled countries, the vic-
tory of the imperialist alliance
headed by the US in the Cold
War, the neoliberal economic
offensive and its attendant anti-
communist and conservative
ideological offensive and the ac-
celerated wars of aggression in-
stigated by the US since the be-
ginning of the 1990s supposedly
to build a new world order and a
Pax Americana for the 21st cen-
tury.

However, the highest bu-
reaucrats and military officers
of every reactionary regime in

» the Philippines
unwittingly give
the highest ac-
colade to their
revolutionary
adversaries by

saying that the Communist Par-
ty of the Philippines and the
New People’s Army and, by con-
sequence, the entire people in
the armed revolutionary move-
ment, constitute the biggest
threat to the reactionary state.
But to comfort themselves, the
counterrevolutionaries also give
the big lie that they have re-
duced the armed strength of the
NPA from 25,000 high-powered
rifles in the mid-1980s to a few
thousands and they are now out
to either destroy the NPA or re-
duce it further to the inconse-
quential or irrelevant. Elements
in the media aligned with or in
the payroll of the military psy-
war organization never mention
the fact that in 1985, the NPA
had only 5,600 high-powered ri-
fles as per assessment by the
plenum of the CPP Central Com-
mittee.

The best way to appreciate
the victories and accumulated
strength of the armed revolution
is to know how these have been
achieved under the leadership of
the Party through the revolu-
tionary forces and the people’s
hard work, sacrifice and fierce
struggle against tremendous
odds. The membership of the
Party is now at 150,000 and
their units and leading organs
cover nearly all provinces of the
country.

The New People’s Army has
thousands of Red fighters with
high-powered rifles mostly cap-
tured from the enemy. It has
surpassed its previous peak in
1985 and is now about 10,000



HPRs. The prevailing socio-eco-
nomic conditions and lack of po-
litical rights are ever favorable
for the rapid expansion of the
NPA. In a medium-sized region,
the NPA was able to enlist no
less than 800 new Red fighters
in 2013 as a result of an active
campaign of recruitment. In Far
South Mindanao, one of the rel-
atively smaller regions, NPA pla-
toons expanded by 120%.

The NPA currently operates
in more than 110 guerrilla
fronts, covering significant por-
tions of 71 provinces. It is aug-
mented by tens of thousands of
people’s militia doing police and
internal security work in locali-
ties and hundreds of thousands
in the self-defense units of the
mass organizations. There are
mass organizations of workers,
peasants, women, youth, chil-
dren and cultural activists
whose members run into mil-
lions. These support the local
organs of political power which
attend to various functions: ad-
ministration, mass organizing,
public education, land reform
and production, health care, de-
fense, arbitration, sports and
cultural affairs.

There is a clear baseline of
strength and experience from
which to make further advances
at the national, regional, pro-
vincial and lower levels. We are
confident of moving forward in
realizing the plan to advance
from the stage of strategic de-
fensive to the strategic stale-
mate in the people’s war.

The drive to carry out the
plan is right on time. The crisis
of the ruling system is worsen-
ing. This fact will become con-
spicuous as the portfolio invest-
ments from abroad will flow
back to their sources and export
orders will suffer a further fall
as China begins a major correc-
tion of credit abuse or suffer a
financial crash. The revolution-
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ary forces must be ever ready to
take advantage of the bursting
of the economic bubble that has
a high probability of occurring
within the remaining years of
the Aquino regime. This will like-
ly be accompanied by a sharp in-
crease in credit interest rates, a
sudden halt in private construc-
tion projects, mass closures of
finance-related business proc-
essing outsourcing companies
and mass return of migrant
workers.

The key political prerequisite
is to increase the Party member-
ship to 250,000. The increase of
Party cadres and members
would allow the Party to exer-
cise its leadership in the grow-
ing number of units of the peo-
ple’s army, mass organizations
and the local organs of political
power and in various types of
revolutionary functions. The
Party is responsible for ensuring
that the general line of people’s
democratic revolution through
protracted people’s war is fol-
lowed, taking up the issues and
solving the problems in a timely
way, taking the necessary initia-
tives to advance the revolution,
coordinating the struggles in the
rural and urban areas and de-
termining the direction of the
struggle.

The existing stock of Party
cadres and members should be
activated and reinvigorated in
connection with the plan of stra-
tegic advance. The existing Par-
ty cadres and units must recruit
candidate members from the
ranks of the Red fighters and
the activists in the mass move-
ment in the urban and rural are-
as. It is the responsibility of
Party cadres and units to make
sure that within the period of
candidature stipulated by the
Party Constitution, the candi-
date members become full mem-
bers as a consequence of their
performance of basic duties of

Party membership and comple-
tion of the basic Party course in
a few sessions, augmented and
reinforced by reading assign-
ments and further discussions.

Under the absolute leader-
ship of the Party, the New Peo-
ple’s Army carries out the revo-
lutionary armed struggle in co-
ordination with the agrarian
revolution and building the mass
base. Leading Party committees
must exercise both strategic
and tactical leadership over the
NPA and the revolutionary mass
movement in order to ensure
that the people’s war advances
relatively even at the national,
inter-regional and regional lev-
els by coordinating various as-
pects and areas of work, quickly
resolving the outstanding issues
that impede advances and en-
suring that the stronger parts
help the weaker parts. Opera-
tional commands of the NPA
must be built and strengthened
from the national to the front
levels in order to raise its politi-
co-military capabilities, includ-
ing coordination of tactical of-
fensives.

The revolutionary armed
struggle is necessary for seizing
arms from the enemy, building
the people’s army and destroy-
ing the power of the reactionary
state, the local tyrants and oth-
er bad elements. The peasant
masses are an inexhaustible
wellspring of Red fighters, polit-
ical and material support but
only if the agrarian revolution is
carried out. The mass base must
be continuously expanded and
consolidated through the build-
ing of mass organizations of
various types and the local or-
gans of political power. The ob-
jective of the people’s war is to
enable the people’s democratic
government to advance wave
upon wave until it can displace
and completely destroy the re-
actionary state.
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The main form of struggle is
armed struggle. It answers the
central question of the revolu-
tion, which is the seizure of po-
litical power. The strategic line
of protracted people’s war, en-
circling the cities from the coun-
tryside and  accumulating
strength until conditions are
ripe for the nationwide seizure
of political power in the cities,
has allowed the people’s army
and other revolutionary forces
to grow from small to big and
from weak to strong and to
withstand and frustrate all re-
actionary campaigns of military
suppression.

The NPA upholds the strate-
gic line of avoiding or frustrat-
ing a war of quick decision or
putting at risk the main or total
strength of an entire regional
force of the NPA in a single deci-
sive engagement without cer-
tainty of victory. This has al-
lowed the NPA to build further
its strength by launching only
those tactical offensives it is
sure of winning and by carrying
out those political, economic,
social and cultural tasks as to
turn the backward villages into
bastions of the revolution.

The present stage of the
people’s war is still the strategic
defensive even as the goal of the
strategic plan of advance is to
reach the threshold of the stra-
tegic stalemate in a few years.
The line for tactical offensives
within the strategic defensive is
still extensive and intensive
guerrilla warfare on the basis of
an ever-widening and deepening
mass base. By winning tactical
offensives against the soft and
weak points of the enemy forces,
the NPA can increase the capa-
bility, size, equipment, tech-
nique and effectiveness of its
combat units.

We shall be able to deploy
more guerrilla units and cover
wider ground as we seize more
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arms from the enemy. Winning
the battles of annihilation in the
form of ambushes, raids and ar-
rest operations is the principal
way of building the armed
strength of the NPA. The NPA
and the people’s militias manu-
facture and make use of com-
mand-detonated explosives in
combination with ambushes and
raids in accordance with the
rules of war. So is the use of any
incendiary to destroy the
camps, vehicles, fuel depots and
other supply points of the ene-
my. The victories in battles of
annihilation, leniency towards
prisoners of war, suitable prop-
aganda and political work within
the ranks of the enemy troops
(especially among the armed
paramilitary conscripted among
the peasant masses as well as
foot soldiers) will help to make
successful the efforts at disinte-
grating the enemy forces.

The NPA will be in a better
position to deploy more combat
units and wage battles of anni-
hilation with shorter rest peri-
ods if the local Party branches,
mass organizations, organs of
political power and people’s mi-
litia can take over the non-com-
bat responsibilities and work
load of the NPA, giving more
time for NPA units to engage in
politico-military training and
tactical offensives. People's
militia units are increasingly be-
coming more capable in carrying
out both annihilitative and attri-
tive tactical offensives against
the enemy forces. This gives the
NPA commands at various levels
can rotate the NPA units in un-
dertaking politico-military
training, mass work, production
and combat.

It is well within the capabili-
ties of the NPA to increase its
armed strength to 25,000 soon.
The NPA can do so by carrying
out more frequent big and small
tactical offensives against mili-

tary detachments, checkpoints,
police stations, private security
agencies, private armies and
criminal gangs with a clear aim
and plan to seize more and more
weapons. At the same time,
friendly allies can be persuaded
to donate arms to the NPA.
More than one million firearms
are supposed to be in the hands
of private individuals. We find
out who they are, and persuade
those willing to donate or sell
their weapons and subject to
raids or arrest operations those
who are hostile or make use of
their weapons against the peo-
ple.

Since the start of 2014, the
AFP has been rapidly deploying
more forces in Mindanao, espe-
cially in the advanced regions
and subregions which are blaz-
ing a trail in tactical offensives,
agrarian struggle and mass base
building. More than 60% of the
combat troops of the AFP are
now deployed in Mindanao in
line with the objective of deploy-
ing a minimum of one battalion
for every front.

The revolutionary forces in
Southern Mindanao are being
subjected to intense military op-
erations by the combined forces
of the 10th, 6th and 4th Army
divisions. Elite combat forces
such as two Scout Ranger bat-
talion have been deployed in
Northeast Mindanao, a Special
Forces battalion in Northcentral
Mindanao and forces of the 68th
and 4th Special Forces battalion
in the boundary areas of Bukid-
non. The vain hope is to over-
whelm the local NPA units and
taking away the initiative.

The AFP redirects and rede-
ploys its elite combat troops in
mountainous boundary territo-
ries but is compelled to leave the
lowland communities, main cen-
ters and much of the towns va-
cant. Meanwhile, it deploys oth-
er troops in the community cen-
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ters in areas covered by the op-
erations of so-called special op-
eration teams.

The enemy still does not
have the capacity to occupy and
control thoroughly more than
10% of the total area of the
guerrilla fronts for extended pe-
riods of six months to one year,
without leaving the overwhelm-
ing majority of guerrilla fronts
and many other populated areas
unrepressed and free from occu-
pation by the enemy. Even in the
guerrilla fronts which the enemy
forces choose to concentrate
on, there are wide gaps between
their perimeter vantage points
or sentries and between their
special operational teams.

It is therefore possible for
the NPA units to maneuver and
counter-encircle enemy units
within the guerrilla front. It is
also possible for NPA forces in a
nearby guerrilla front or in an
adjacent region to engage in
counter-encirclement and de-
cide what exterior line opera-
tions they can launch against
the enemy. In farther guerrilla
fronts, which are not yet target-
ed for concentrated enemy at-
tacks, the NPA can take initia-
tive there to take advantage of
the absence of enemy military
forces. On varied scales, we
must keep the enemy befuddled
and prone to commit mistakes as
we continue to take and hold the
initiative and skillfully use the
guerrilla tactics of shifting, dis-
persal and concentration to
properly combine and strike the
correct balance between work in
the guerrilla bases and guerrilla
zones and in the mountainous
areas and lowlands.

The revolutionary forces in
Mindanao are demonstrating
their capability at confronting
the increased deployment of en-
emy troops by coordinating tac-
tical offensives at the subre-
gional, regional and inter-re-
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gional levels while avoiding a
decisive engagement.

The focus of troop deploy-
ment in Mindanao regions can
only be carried out with a con-
comitant reduction of troops in
other regions. The national op-
erations command and corre-
sponding operations commands
of the NPA in the Luzon and Vis-
ayas regions can take advantage
of the reduced troop deploy-
ment or inability of the AFP to
increase troops in their areas by
quickly planning and launching
tactical offensives against the
weaker units of the enemy. In
doing so, they not only gain
strength for their own units but
also help in reducing the pres-
sure on our forces in Mindanao
enabling them to further ad-
vance.

The enemy
fond of spreading
the propaganda
that the NPA is
already being deci-
mated or is already being
reduced to inconsequen-
tiality by fake mass sur-}
renders, military defeats
or the capture of high-
ranking leaders. Nothing
can be farther from the [*
truth. The best-
way to discredit such
lies of the enemy is for%&s/
the Party and the NPA
commands concerned to deliver
blows to the enemy, especially
those units which are notorious
for abuses. As a matter of
course, successful tactical of-
fensives are like powerful mani-
festos. There are also offensives
that are head blows on the ene-
my and can expose dramatically
the weakness and vulnerability
of the enemy at the most unex-
pected points. It is possible to
launch an annihilative battle or
a series of offensives that will
result in a substantial enlarge-
ment of the cache of NPA weap-

ons and war materiel and big
military and political gains such
as raiding big military, police or
private armories, wiping out not
only a score but hundreds of en-
emy troops, destroying a large
fuel depot, parked military vehi-
cles or aircrafts or arresting
military officials indicted for
crimes against the people.

In the foreseeable future,
we can increase the number of
guerrilla fronts to 200 and have
a guerrilla front in every rural
congressional district of the en-
emy. The current strength of the
NPA need not be divided and
spread thinly to cover 200 guer-
rilla fronts. The expansion of the
NPA forces can proceed from
where they currently are. But

#x Ythe ground can be laid for es-

tablishing new guerrilla
fronts by Party cadres and
members and mass or-
ganizations. The prepa-
ration of the guerrilla
| front can be done
“®until such time
that the seed units of
the NPA can be de-
ployed from a
4 nearby guerrilla
\ front in the
same or ad-

jacent region
or province. The NPA is well ex-
perienced in this regard. It also
has plenty of experience in de-
ploying competent and experi-
enced Party cadres and Red
fighters in order to augment the
strength of a weaker guerrilla
front or help a guerrilla front re-
cover from prolonged enemy
concentration or due to mis-
takes of our cadres or both.

To prepare the establish-
ment of a new guerrilla front,
the Party cadres and mass or-
ganizations concerned must
conduct social investigation,
chiefly to learn from the peas-
ants what are their agrarian and
related problems and how the
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peasant association and other
forms of organization can push
forward a genuine land reform
program. Subsequently, the NPA
can deploy its seed units in the
prospective guerrilla front. For
the NPA to become deeply root-
ed in a guerrilla front, it must
engage in agrarian revolution,
be it the minimum program for a
start or the maximum in the long
run. Aside from land reform, it
must engage in all kinds of cam-
paigns to bring social benefits to
the people, such as literacy and
information, raising production,
health care, disaster prepara-
tion, relief and rehabilitation,
cultural activities and so on.

Carrying out the minimum
land reform program demon-
strates immediately how the
revolution benefits the landless
tillers substantially. It includes
rent reduction, elimination of
usury, fair wages to farm work-
ers, fair farmgate prices and
promotion of agricultural pro-
duction and sideline occupations
though rudimentary forms of co-
operation.

The maximum land reform
program includes the confisca-
tion of land from the landlords
and restitution of the land from
the land grabbers and free and
equable distribution of land to
the tillers, taking into the ac-
count the size and quality of the
land. Confiscation and restitu-
tion of the land are simply a
matter of stopping to pay rent
and other tributes to the land-
lord and telling off his running
dogs to stop serving him or leave
the area. But the revolutionary
forces and people must be ready
to defend the program and the
cadres and peasants must be
ready to make it succeed
through competent administra-
tion and cooperative efforts.

In carrying out the minimum
and maximum programs for land
reform, rural mass campaigns
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and struggles must be carried
out time and again in order to
raise the collective determina-
tion of the peasant masses, ex-
pand and upgrade their hard-
earned victories and ensure that
the militant poor peasant class
and farm workers remain at the
helm of peasant associations
and Party branches in the local-
ities.

There can be peasant mass
campaigns coordinated at the
regional, inter-regional or na-
tional levels that seek to unite
and mobilize the biggest number
of peasants on the basis of com-
mon outstanding issues includ-
ing the extremely low farmgate
prices of copra and palay, the
widespread usurious practices
of so-called microfinancing in-
stitutions, lowering irrigation
fees, steep prices of seedlings
and farm inputs, the entry of
GMOs which destroy the envi-
ronment and threaten public
health and others.

To make more land available
for the land reform program, the
NPA must help the peasant mas-
ses secure the idle tillable lands
for themselves and keep out the
land grabbers, take over excess
lands under pasture lease from
the reactionary state and dis-
mantle export-oriented planta-
tions owned by foreign corpora-
tions and by comprador-land-
lords and large areas of land
designated for upscale resort
and tourism development.

The people and the people’s
army must take all measures to
dismantle mining enterprises
and logging for export. The
peasant masses and the minori-
ty peoples must wage mass
struggles to assert control of
the land grabbed by the big
plantations, logging and mining
companies. The people’s army
must continue to impose sanc-
tions on these for having rav-
aged and ruined the environ-

ment, damaged agriculture by
causing soil erosion and poison-
ing the rivers and streams and
have taken out the country’s
nonrenewable resources, forev-
er depriving the country of such
resources for well-paced and
wise utilization for industrial
development in the future.

In the areas of expansion,
the units of the NPA must estab-
lish the barrio organizing com-
mittee after quick but sufficient
social investigation in order to
assure them of immediate sup-
port. But such provisional or-
gans of political power can have
a good basis for being organized
if progressive mass organiza-
tions have been priorly orga-
nized and recently expanded
from nearby areas. Thus, the
process of selecting and ap-
pointing the officers of the bar-
rio organizing committee is fa-
cilitated. The higher formation
of the barrio revolutionary com-
mittee is based on the formation
of the mass organizations of
workers, if any, peasants, wom-
en, youth, children and cultural
activists in the barrio. The rep-
resentatives of these mass or-
ganizations or the people of the
entire barrio (if security per-
mits) elect the barrio revolu-
tionary committee. The local
Party branch also draws its
membership from the mass or-
ganizations.

A guerrilla front consists of
guerrilla bases and guerrilla zo-
nes. The guerrilla bases are the
most consolidated part of the
guerrilla front, while the guerril-
la zones are the less consolidat-
ed part. The higher level of con-
solidation in the guerrilla base is
manifested by the existence of
the revolutionary committees at
the barrio and inter-barrio (mu-
nicipal) levels and the local Par-
ty sections and branches, the
full development of the mass or-
ganizations, the success of the
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land reform campaign and other
campaigns and the confidence of
the appropriately-sized unit of
the people’s army to base itself
in the barrio or in a cluster of
barrios.

The lower level of consolida-
tion of the guerrilla zone is man-
ifested by the existence of the
barrio organizing committee,
the absence of the local Party
branch, the beginnings of mass
organizing and mass campaigns
and the relatively free entry and
exit of both the revolutionary
and enemy forces. The guerrilla
zone does not remain so forever,
it is in the process of becoming a
guerrilla base. As a matter of
course, relatively stable base
areas can arise from among two
or more adjoining guerrilla
fronts that have become so con-
solidated.

The building of guerrilla base
areas is a necessary part of car-
rying out the protracted peo-
ple’s war. Without it, the revo-
lution cannot advance. It is the
responsibility of the leading Par-
ty committees and NPA com-
mands at the regional, subre-
gional and front levels to identi-
fy the areas where revolutionary
base areas are best to be built
on the basis of physical, social
and political terrain as well as
the history of the people’s revo-
lutionary struggle in the areas.
There should be a corresponding
deployment of NPA units to re-
flect the priorities for building
these guerrilla base areas and
its interplay with the guerilla
zones.

It is of utmost importance to
increase the number of guerrilla
fronts and let the local Party
branches, the organs of political
power, mass organizations, the
people’s militia and the self-de-
fense units perform tasks and
campaigns for the benefit of the
people. Thus, the NPA can as-
sign units to perform combat
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duties and wage offensives with
short rest periods. Units that
concentrate on combat duties
for a certain period may also be
rotated into noncombat tasks,
including politico-military train-
ing, mass work, production and
cultural work. Thus, they main-
tain their close links with the
people.

In the rural and urban areas,
the broad masses of the people
must always be aroused, orga-
nized and mobilized. For this
purpose, we must understand
and appreciate the united front
as a revolutionary weapon com-
plementing the armed struggle.
It is the way to strengthen the
basic forces of the revolution
above all and at the same time
attract the middle or intermedi-
ate forces and even take advan-
tage of the splits among the re-
actionaries in order to isolate,
discredit, weaken and destroy
the power of the enemy. It is the
quickest way to reach and influ-
ence the people in their millions,
including those not yet orga-
nized and still influenced by
non-revolutionary forces.

The antifeudal united front
requires the Party and the work-
ing class to rely mainly on the
poor peasants and farm work-
ers, to win over the middle peas-
ants, neutralize the rich peas-
ants and take advantage of the
splits among the enlightened
and evil gentry in order to iso-
late and destroy the power of
the evil gentry, the big and des-
potic landlords, who have their
own private armed guards and
have easy access to the reac-
tionary armed forces and police
whom they control and use by
virtue of political power. The
landlord-based political dynas-
ties are much hated. The broad
masses of the people are joyous
whenever they see that the NPA
is dismantling the vast estates
of these dynasties, seizing the

arms of their private and state-
provided guards and ambushing
the tyrants while on the road.

The antifeudal united front
is of decisive importance in the
revolution because it serves the
agrarian revolution and the sat-
isfaction of the peasant demand
for land, which is the main con-
tent of the democratic revolu-
tion. But it is within the frame-
work of the anti-imperialist and
antifeudal united front by which
the Party and the working class
rely mainly on the basic worker-
peasant alliance, win over the
urban petty bourgeoisie, further
win over the national bourgeoi-
sie and take advantage of the
splits among the reactionary
classes of big compradors and
landlords in order to isolate and
destroy the power of the enemy,
be this the most reactionary
force or a foreign aggressor.
Fighting the enemy at every giv-
en time through the national
united front is arousing and mo-
bilizing the broad masses of the
people against the current ene-
my and taking the direction of
overthrowing the entire ruling
system of the big compradors
and landlords.

It is fine that the legal and
urban-based patriotic and pro-
gressive forces are determined
to arouse, organize and mobilize
the broad masses of the people
against the US-directed Aquino
regime. It is necessary to em-
ploy a broad united front for the
purpose. It has been proven
twice in recent history that the
president of the reactionary
government can be overthrown.
The strength of the mass move-
ment may not yet be sufficient
to overthrow the entire ruling
system but it has succeeded at
overthrowing the Marcos fascist
regime and the corrupt Estrada
regime. It almost succeeded at
overthrowing the Arroyo re-
gime.
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The democratic mass movement must deliber-
ately plan out a comprehensive, widespread and
intensive campaign to oust the Aquino regime over
the next two years before the presidential elec-
tions of 2016. They must vigorously expose and
confront the puppetry, brutality, mendacity and
corruption of the ruling regime. There should be an
all-out effort to reach out to millions of people by
carrying out widespread propaganda and educa-
tion work.

There should be a crescendo of mass demon-
strations by the broad masses of workers, stu-
dents, semiproletariat and rank-and-file employ-
ees. Mass demonstrations at the campus or inter-
campus levels, inter-community and inter-munici-
pal levels and so on must be carried out in order to
allow the people to voice out their protests against
the Aquino regime and assert their demands for
wages increases, lower prices, free education, free
health service and other national and democratic
demands. The victims of the Aquino regime’s crim-
inal neglect in the areas devastated by the recent
supertyphoons and other calamities must rise in
their numbers. The strength of the widespread an-

ti-Aquino protests can eventually be mustered to
generate larger coordinated mass demonstrations.

They must militate the people to carry out di-
rect political action as a legitimate means of re-
gime change as against simply waiting for the next
presidential elections which is bound to be con-
trolled once more by the ruling Aquino faction. Do-
ing so serves to strengthen the revolutionary mass
movement in the long-term struggle to overthrow
the entire ruling system.

US imperialism keeps on escalating its military
intervention in the Philippines under the pretext
of waging war on terrorism and containing China.
As the people’s war advances to the stage of the
strategic stalemate, the US will further escalate
its military intervention and threaten to unleash
a war of aggression against the Filipino people.
However, the US and other imperialist powers
have created so many armed conflicts abroad;
and the crisis of global capitalism is generating
armed resistance on a global scale. The armed
revolutions elsewhere in the world will reduce the
ability of the US to win a war of aggression in the
Philippines.

Fighting Tasks

et us state concisely the

fighting tasks that must be
carried out by the Communist
Party of the Philippines, the New
People’s Army, the mass organi-
zations, the organs of political
power and the broad masses of
the people.

Unite the Filipino people

along the general line of
people’s democratic revolution
against US imperialism and the
local exploiting classes!

Under the leadership of the
working class and its Party, the
Filipino people must unite along
the general line of their new
democratic revolution against US
imperialism and local exploiting
classes of big compradors and
landlords. They must be aroused,
organized and mobilized to take
up all major immediate and long-
term issues and to wage all forms
of revolutionary struggle in order
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to achieve complete national lib-
eration and democracy.

Strive to oust the US-direct-

ed Aquino regime to punish it
for its crimes against the people
and strengthen the revolutionary
movement!

The democratic mass move-
ment must strive to oust the US-
Aquino regime. At the same
time, the NPA must intensify the
tactical offensives to show sup-
port to the people and patriotic
forces rising up in the noble en-
deavor to oust the regime. The
people must exert all-out effort
to oust the regime within the
relatively short period of two
years and prevent it from per-
petuating itself in power
through the elections. The mass
movement must further
strengthen itself for future
struggles against the ruling sys-
tem. The revolutionary mass

movement gains from the strug-
gle to oust the Aquino by enjoin-
ing the most advanced activists
to join the Party and serve in the
New People’s Army or carry out
other revolutionary duties.

Stay firm on the strategic

line of protracted people’s
war, encircling the cities from
the countryside!

Armed struggle is the princi-
pal form of revolutionary struggle
to overthrow the ruling system of
big compradors and landlords
who are servile to US imperialism.
We must continue to adhere to
the strategic line of protracted
people’s war. It corresponds to
the character and chronic crisis of
the ruling system of big comprad-
ors and landlords. It has allowed
the New People’s Army and all
other revolutionary forces to pre-
serve themselves, grow in stages
and advance against tremendous
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odds.

Realize the current strate-

gic plan to advance from
strategic defensive to the stra-
tegic stalemate!

We must stay the course in
realizing the strategic plan to
advance from the strategic de-
fensive to the strategic stale-
mate. We have the Party nation-
wide and deeply rooted among
the toiling masses and the bat-
tle-tested, courageous and
trained Red commanders and
fighters to carry out the plan.
They enjoy the support of the
mass organizations and organs
of political power. The New Peo-
ple’s Army must continue to
strive to seize and hold the initi-
ative against the enemy armed
forces. The Party must ensure
that the advanced guerrilla
fronts, subregions and regions
help to expand or strengthen
the revolutionary forces in other
fronts, subregions or regions.

Further develop guerrilla

warfare and intensify the
tactical offensives!

We must continue to wage
and develop intensive and ex-
tensive guerrilla warfare on the
basis of an ever-expanding and
ever-deepening mass base. We
must continue to combat con-
servatism, seize and hold initia-
tive by maintaining an offensive
mode. The NPA and all revolu-
tionary forces must continue to
avail all opportunities to thwart
the enemy. We expand and con-
solidate our strength wave upon
wave. NPA commands and peo-
ple’s militias must be able to
carry out small-team to compa-
ny-size tactical offensives that
aim to seize the enemy’s fire-
arms and weapons cache. At the
same time, we undertake certain
commando operations that
serve as striking manifestations
of our growing strength. We
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shall be able to deploy larger
guerrilla units as we seize more
arms from the enemy. The possi-
bility of regular mobile warfare
depends on the success of our
guerrilla warfare.

Carry out land reform as the

main content of the demo-
cratic revolution!

We must carry out the ap-
propriate and necessary land
reform program in various are-
as. The ultimate aim is to ac-
complish the agrarian revolution
as main content of the demo-
cratic revolution. We must dis-
mantle the large landed estates,
the landgrabbing plantations
and pasture leases to make
more land available for land re-
form. We must destroy the log-
ging enterprises and plantation
and mining operation for export
because they cause soil erosion,
floods and poisoning of the
streams. These harm agricul-
ture, fishing and other forms of
livelihood of the people.

Expand and consolidate the

mass base and increase the
guerrilla fronts!

We must expand and consol-
idate the mass base. We must
increase the guerrilla fronts
wave upon wave or by employing
teams to prepare guerrilla zo-
nes. We must build the mass or-
ganizations of workers, peas-
ants, women, youth, children
and cultural activists. We must
build the local organs of political
power from the barrio level up.
We must also build the people’s
militia as police of the barrio
and the self-defense units of
mass organizations. The barrio
and inter-barrio revolutionary
committees must be able to car-
ry out more and more state
functions within the context of
waging guerrilla warfare against
the enemy. The units of the peo-
ple’s army can carry out more

tactical offensives if the local
Party branch, the organs of po-
litical power and the mass or-
ganizations perform the non-
combat tasks. Cognizant of the
existence of dual political power
as well as the archipelagic war
terrain, the people and revolu-
tionary forces in the guerrilla
base areas must master the art
of combining legal and illegal
forms of struggle in order to de-
fend the mass organizations and
the organs of political power,
their economic gains as well as
victories in the social, cultural
and other fields.

8Prepare against further US
military intervention and
aggression.

We must condemn and op-
pose the escalation of US mili-
tary intervention. We must pre-
pare the people and our forces
against the possibility of a US
war of aggression as the peo-
ple’s war advances. We must
promote a national united front
against imperialism and intensi-
fy our struggle against the pup-
pets and traitors who are hell-
bent on selling away the nation-
al patrimony, allowing foreign
capitalists to own businesses
and land without limits, allowing
the US military to reestablish its
foreign military bases supported
with AFP funds and deploying its
troops and facilities within the
country which violate national
sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity.

Seek international support

for the Philippine revolution
through the overseas Filipinos!

We must stand in solidarity
with, and actively support, our
compatriots who are compelled
by the dire situation to leave
their country and families in or-
der to work abroad. We must
help them fight for their rights
abroad because they suffer ex-
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ploitation, discrimination and
oppression. They comprise more
than 10% of the Philippine popu-
lation and are in more than 100
countries. We must arouse, or-
ganize and mobilize them
abroad and their families in the
Philippines to participate in the
revolutionary mass movement.

1 Contribute to the
struggle of the prole-
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tariat and people against impe-
rialism, for democracy and the
resurgence of the socialist
cause!

The Communist Party of the
Philippines, the New People’s
Army, the National Democratic
Front of the Philippines and var-
ious mass organizations must
contribute what they can in or-
der to reinvigorate and further
strengthen the anti-imperialist

and democratic movement as
well as the communist move-
ment in the world. They must
maintain and further develop
the relations of solidarity that
they have established. The Party
and the Philippine proletariat
have the special duty of uphold-
ing and developing proletarian
internationalism in cooperation
with the international commu-
nist movement. m
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