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CHINA'S PATH TO HER NEW SOCIETY
'fhe 

1rcople of China rnove steadily toward their goal
of a new society-out of leudalism and into a modern indus-
trial society. They very decidedly believe there is no need
to go tlrrough a capitalist stage. One reason for their skipping
the capitalist stage is their bitter experience of being for over
a centrlry on thc receiving end of one aspect of capitalism,
the foreign colonial exploitation of their manpower
and resources and the attempt of the capitalist powers
to keep China an agricultural nation; a secontl reason is
their desire to have what they consider the most nrodern form
o[ an inrlustrial society, socialism (and evcntually a communist
society) .

Great popular nrovements have characterized tlre Chinese
people's strugele ap;ainst the old society of fcudalism and
r:olonialism. They have never been passive victims of the
rniscry and backwardness forced upon them by exploitation,
domestic and alien. For centuries peasant revolutions dotted
China's history. For over a century, beginning with the
Opiunr Wars of the mid-ninetecnth century there were popular
irnd organized rnovernents and expressions of resistance to
foreign intrusions and exploitation.

Early Attemprs ol China to \Wod.ernize

For ovcr half a century there were considered attempts by
patriotic Chinese individtrals and groups to remedy the
conditions that rnade China l>ackward and impotent in the
nroclcrn world. Late in the rgth century modern education
on thc \Vestern nrodel seenred to provide the way out toward
a r-iehtftrl place irr the rnodern rvorkl; students wcre sent
abroad to absorb cducation Ironr thc already powerful modern
nations; ancl rnodern schools-missionary, government and
private-were set up in China, with much advice from foreign
educators. In the early zoth century Chinese began to introduce



\t'estcrtr 1-,olitit::rl lot'rtrs, :ts tlle totrtl totvttttl ttitti<-rtt:tl l)()\rcr.
llut rno<lcrn edu(rtion rel:rtetl t()o ttlany o[ irs recipients
to thc interesl-s of the exPloitcrs ol (ihina; antl tlrc irrritirtinu
oI lorcigrr r:orrstiIrrtiorrs, Icgul cotles, political 1-lar-ties, ctt.
only ;rror"idetl a lircade ol ttrodcrtrity behind wJrit:lr Clrirr:r's
r)atir,'c exprloitcr.s (:()lll,illr.lc([ [heir t:ortl-rol.

'l'r,r,o lrtrgc :lotll centttry rcvoltrliorts seettlcd trl t-ltc otttsitle
rrorltl to rrrole Clltitta l-or,l'artl its placc as lt trtodertt ttatiott:
the rgr r Revolution ol Strtr Yrrt sett otrI oI whit:lr Chin:r
cr)relged lrs :r Rcpublit ; atrtl tltc t tlzrr-t ():17 Rc\'()lutiorr lctl
Ily Chian;4- Kai-shek whi<h larv^ely enrlctl the clivisive u'itr-[or<l
rvars within (-llrinir. lJrr t neitlrer ol thcse l'evolrrtions charrged

tlrc Ir:rsir lelationslril-rs irr Clhirrcse so(icty; tltc vctreer oI tttotl-
ernizlrtiott enalrletl Chirrlt to call hcrself ttor,v onl1"'settri-"
lcrrrl:rl attr[ "scrtti"-<olottial, Ilrt tlrc cxl.lloitation ol China's

lreolrlc (()r)tir)ue(l; n() ncw tlirss lrligttrrtcnt of lx)wcr emerge(l
to rr:rt'k ;rtty clt:rttgc itr the strtrctttre ol (,lrirresc society.

'l'lre (llrirrcsc 1-lcr>plc (otltirrrlc(l to resist-torrtintrctl their
stnrsglc lor a r,viry out ()i l)ol)ular rrriscry, politit:trl tlegritcl:r tiolr,
t'conorrri< lr:r<krv:u<[ttess :rntl internation:tl rvcaktlcss. In thc
setorrrl r.ler:arle t>f the:otlr century the (lhilresc pcople llesltlt [cr

lirrtl tlrc r-eal rv:rv out-tllc w:l\ t() ent[ the (()lolliltl stltttts ittttl
lorciqtt exlrloitlrtiorr, f() cn(l tltc rule o[ the l'ctr<litl I:rntllot'tl <l:rss

rvlro harl lrecortte tlte trrllitlrot-ittot's ol tht'Iortriurr cxploilcrs
o[ [lrc Clrirrese peolrlc.

The Possibility ol fuIodernizcttion Ernergcs

Iiy, tlrc errrl oI tltc se<:ott<l <[ccaclc ol the 2()th cetl tttr-\'

llrc rrr:rtcriirl t:or-rditions for ;r sttcccssIttl t'cvoltrtiotr irr tlre
intcr-est ol the Clrirrcse people ha([ rnattlretl; \\'rlr-lcl \\/ar ()nc

harl clirninirte(l Genllany alr(l Czarist Rttssia as itrrlreri:rlist

l)orvers; the \\'est lrarl lost its glirrrtotrr as sol)lethillg to l)e

rrrpicrl lock, stock untl birrrcl; the ()ctober Revoltrtiorr in rqrT
in Rrrssiir hatl rrpset the oltl rclationships itrrrollii^ thc \\/esto-tr
I)<llvcrs.

Irr China itself thc irnpcrialist introdtrctiott of <apitalist
c(:ononly, orr ir lirrited s<':rle to lre srrt'e, for tlre exlrloit:tlion

o[ (]lrina's raw lnatcl'ial :rtttl r:ltcalr lalror, llrt[ allcatly crt::rl-etl

;r slrrirll rvolkirrg r l:rss, trnlr:r1-r1ry, 1-leolrle but colresive untl
orgzrrriz:rblc by thcil wor-kitts an<1 livine l.osctlrer. 'l'lre ex-
rrrrrple of the l{trssi:rn 1;coplc srrctcssfully ul)settinu' tlrcir sccur-

ingly 1;owcrful (lzarist rrrling- rlass was noI l()st orr thc (]hinesc

lrcople.
Arrcl for tl-re strugg'lirrg Chinesc people Lhcrc was tlrc model

ol'zr ner,r,'kin<l o[ lrolitir:irl l)arty-l()t, as in the \\/estern
rlenxrt:ratic w()rl([, ir svstcnl ol lroliti<:al plrrtics ea<:lr rclrres-
cntillg trrrrlli< [inq itrtelcsts lvithin rr sivcn socicty, brrt a

(lorrrrrrunist P:rr-tv lt'PrcsclrLilrg tlrc illl-erests of thc u'orkiug

lrcoplc who are al'tcr all lhe great br-rlk ol [hc lxrprrlatiorr ol
:ru\'('()r.ur(r'y..\ntl tlris rrely kirrcl o[ 1;oliticirl p:rlt1,h:r<l a nc\^'

lrolitit:al tool, thc st:ien<:e oI socicty, which cx1-rl:rinerl, as the
political tlreorics ol thc othcr p:rrties clicl lot, thc for-ces in
socicLy r,r,ith rvlriclr a peol-rlc rrrrrst tlcal. Chirrl's p:rtriotic
rcvol rrtiorr ists slw tl)irt tlre1, 1111u/ possesse<l a nlcilr)s o[ trrralyziue
tlre tr-rre rrirtLuc ol tlre lorc.es rrgainst rvlrich thc;,rrrrrst strivc-
:tnd, c<1u:rlly inll)()l'tant, tltc lirl:cs r,r,itlr whiclr tlrt:y r:orrld
:rnd urrrst u'olk for a uctruirre rlr:rnge in CIrina's societ1,.

'l'he (llrinese (jorrrnrrrnist I)arty r.l,lrs organizecl in lq2r.
lltrl cven ;l-ior to its orsanizirtion ),Ialxisrrr-[,eninisrrr r,r,as be-

ing sl-rrdictl; tlre uew auulysis of sotietv u,rrs beginnillg l-() ilu-
plerrrent tlrc neu'lelrtlers wlro were to guidc tlrc (llrinesc peoplc
tor,r,altI tht'ir rlrcarrr o[ ;rrr intlclrerrrlent :rn<l nrotlcrn nation, a

"Pco;-,lc rrcr,er:rgairr to lrc insultetl," as Mao r,virs to rler:l:rre
to an cxultant;;cop-rle irr rg.g;. 'l-he yeal tq.lrl beclrrrre [hc
<livirlirrl; lirre lrcLu,ccrr "llclot'e l,illcrr Lion" antl "Alter l,ib-
er-ation."

Belore Libereilion: How They Enileel The Olil Society

What r,r,irs thc Pt'or:css of lil.rcr':rtirln r,vhich srrrreetlcd wlrere
thc othcr centrrries-ol<[ :lttelrl)ts Ir:r<l [:rilctl?

'I'he l)rocess w;ls tlrc irrr reirsirruly orgattizctl, irrlorrrrcd
:rrrrl respousrble pnrlitiprtt.iott of Lltc peoplc in the rcr'olutiorr,
quirletl by a Party with a corrcct analysis of thc ftrrces lvithin
their socicty, arrtl tlrc skl.vly-at:quit'ctl brrt cl'er-srolvirrg krrot'-



lcrlgc ol lrow L() aligrr all tltc lorccs favoritble to the intercsts

ol' the lleople. l\'larxisnr-Lenittisrn prr>r,irlc<l the theorctical au-

:rlysis arrrl thc lrrrsic nlctho([s; lxrt it was tltc wis<lottr o[ the ncw
lcrrrlers tlrat irrrlrlerucltte(l thc thcory rrrrd enlisted thc 'prtuer

oI tlrc people.
'[-he rrew lcaclerslriy-, sttcccctlcd whcrc the tw<.r rnodertr

rr1-,risings of tlrc peasants hatt failcd-thc Taiping l{ebelliorr
ol the rlrid-rqth ccntury and the Boxer Uprising tll r9oo.
'l'hese two lnovenlcn ts detttonstratccl the imtttensc Power
ol the \\rronge(l anrl strfferints^ peasants and the orsanizational
skill ol thcir lc:rtlers; lttrt their olljet:tives did not envision anv

cllc<'tirc altclirte o[ tlrc s)/stcrII tlr:rt kclrt China u'eak, fetrdal
rrrrtl still sulricct to [he J)ower ol. reactionary forces, both
rlorrestir nntl florcign.

'fhe rreru lcaclcrship srrcr:eetletl wltcrc tht-- libcrals, tltc
lcirders oI the lLcforrrr Mor.'erttent ol r8q8-r8gg hacl failed. The
Iiberals lrirtl u'atrtcrl :r ronstittrtiottltl ilronarchy strong cnottqlr
to shakc oll forcien tutc]age, to a<:hieve somc inclustrialization
ol Cl-rirr:r, and to urorlcrnize Clhirr:r's clefetrses. -l'heir oltjectil'es
rvere Iirrriterl to rc[orrn arrd thcy hacl no masses to support
tlrcrrr-tlrev h:rtI rrot seen tltc Ircctl to ally thenrselr,'es rvith thc
orrly 1rolr.,er, tlre peoplc, tll:rt. coul(t cleft::rt thosc lt'hrt wante(l
to rrr:rilr{-rrin thc olrl sociel-y. 'I-hcsc lilrerals wcrc casily kept
tlorvrr lrv the re:rctiortarv clcnrcnts.

l'lrc rrcr,r' leurlcrslrip stt<:r'eetlc<l wltcrtr thc lclrders ol tlrc:

tn'o :otlr (enl,ur-y Revolr.rtiotts (Surr Yat-scrt, r() r I antl Chiang
Kiri-shck, rqzr,-rr1z7) zrlso liriled.-I-lre lc;rders r-rsheretl in by
tlrcse tr,vo rcvolrttiotts, instcarl ol crrlisting the lreople's power
l<>r tlrc l)l'()ccss of lrceing (ilrina frorn fcudalisnt ancl colonial-
isrrr, plor:eeclerl ratltcr to incrc:tsing)y srrpprcss thc 1;eo1tlc.

The New Method. ol Liberution: Mass Organiztttion,
Eilucation and Nlobilization

'I'lre lirst irrdications oI a chalrg,c in thc r)rctlr()d ol lreeing
(jhina fxxrr its oltl societv-its oppressive [etrt]al arl(l senri-

leudal socicty an(l its irnlrotent semi-colonial society-carne
u'ith tht: sreaI mass organiz:ttiorrs o[ tlre peoplc. 'I-his lregarr

witlr tlre Strrtlent Movernerrt ol rqrg arrrl was rlrrickly lr.rllowcrl
Ilv the organization o[ 'l'rade Unions, Peas:rrt Unions, thc
Worncn's Movement and the olganization ol' the (lolrrnturris[
Party on .f trly rst rgz r. Organizccl, these strrclents, n,orkcrs,
peasants ancl wonren who indivitlually coukl s(:arcely even tlare
rrrakc dcman<ls, founcl thirt, unitcd, thcy cotrkl exert pressul.es
on school atrthoritics, errrployers, larrdlorrls, reluct:utt [at-hcrs,
brothers, uncles. For exarnple, the workers in onc Ccntral
China citv r.vcre oreanized:rs:r part o[ the Trircle Union tlrive;
within :r few weeks the Urrion ol lhe Servirnts o[ the Iiolcisncrs
tlern:rrrdecl ir too(f incrense irr wagcs; the Westerners tle-
ttrurrerl, brrt glantcrl the irrcreasei a fert,'rveeks Iater, irt Chirra
New Year, thc fJniorr l)rcsente(l :r second rlcrrrantl: "cloullle
the rv:rg^es again"; the \,\Icsterncls called therrr "r'r-:rzv," llrt
g'ave in. 1-he urarry srn:rll shops in th:rt city had lunrer()rrs
ll unk ies, larnily rnerrrbers anrl r-elatives kept oll rnorc :rs :l
l':rlor than as hired hclp; thc Union tlcrnanrled wallcs fol':rll
these "workers"; the shopkeclters werc ['rantic, but they eave
ir-r. In :rll rr-rajor cities thcre rtzrs il \\rornen's ()reanizatir>n; irrrl'
wornan whosc father wlts tl-yins to lnilrry her o{f or whose
lrrothcr was depri'r,ing her of sorrre of the fanrilv inhcritancc
lrad only to 1'cl)ort to the \,\/omen's Uuion-arrtl ltrave was tllc
rnale who persisterl in dcrrying tlre rno<lern derrranrls of lris le-
rnale rclatire! Anrl l)easants, l,vlro inclivirlually coultl scar('ely
even think of making any <lcntanrl on tltc Ianrllord, fountl th:rt
orgarrized, thcy cotrltl starr<l up to the landlords anrl scf :r

lerluction in rerrt or in inlerest. O[ corrrse thele wel'c excesses

irt <lerrr:rntls rrnc[ ol course therc was op1;ortunistic lcadershilr
lnronrr thosc rreu, pcople's organizirtiorrs: lrrtt PcoPIc rliscovclcrl
that in unity therc is powcr. Even morc irlportitnt, lhis ner,v
rclatioDship l)ctweclt lr,'orkct' and u,rlrker, l)easant al)rl 1>casirnt,
\,\r()nlan antl worrtan servcrl to tllrow thcse wolkers, l)easants,
ancl n,orren rlut ol'thc olrl fctrda] rclationships into r-rc,w'

rnodern relationships. One o[ the grcirt Chinese tirtues re-
mainetl-loyalty; but now it was besinninp ro be loy:rlty not to
the grrild boss or employcr, not to the landlord, nor ro tlre
rnother-in-law but to each other as [c]lolv workers, fcllolv
larmcrs, fel]orv wonlen and to the larger societv, to China,



rilth(ir tluttt t<t:r [etttl;rl t:lrtrt-
'l'hest: orgltttiztttiot)s r{el'c tr;rLiort-lvitlc..\lorlg l\'itlr tlrcrrr

tlrer-c 1,cr.r, gig:rntit a<l Iroc 1r;rLriotic tllo\clllellts-wirlr patritltic
<lay-lorrg <lcnr6rrst llrti1;tts irtttl ntirss prr blic llleet i llgs l)arti(liP:l ted

irr lr1' hrrrrth'etls ol thottsatltls itt :tlty i;-ivcrl citr'-lvitlr slreet hcs

:rn(l sloli-:uls :rtttl crplltnatolv llarrtlllills arrrl P()stel's which

:rr.tltraintctI tlre pcol;lc Ivitll tlt)e(lltltl trc:tticls :rllcl il)tclllati()llal
Irt tions :rrrrl lrolicics (letl ilnellt:tl to (llrilr:r; or whicll attltraittLerl

rhe;reople syrnpirtlrei(:rlly witlr sr'(':rr llri)()r strikes (x(tll'lillP

irr otlret' ()l' (list..rr)t (lhinesc citics.

S<l rlrt' 1.rt'ople's ()l'gltlliritl-i()lls ltltcl nl()\clrlclll's :tt the

s:r11r: tirtte be.gatt t6 lrt'cak tl<tt'r'tl tlrc lcrrtlal sot icty, i6irrilre

;reo;rlc itt tttt>tlet tt rellrtiorrshilrs, lrcgatt to ( rc:ll(l ()l'l-fanilc([

;leolrlt"s l)()rvt,'r', :rrr<l llegart eir irlg ttt:tss Civi< (l(lu( lttioll to

irrilli<rrrs :rrrtl rrrillions ol (llrirrl's 1rco1-)1c. ,\rr ruttlerst.ilr)(line

r itizcrrs|i1r tt':ts c'tttetgit)g, l)e()l)le sccillg it \v:ty tltt rlf tfie

olrl sor:it:ty's rrriser ics ;rtttl lr way ottt ()l ttatiotlal lrtrrrriliatilrrl.

S0 thc sttt.t essltll 1v;ly ()tIt Lo\'val tl lr bctler (.ilrinlr startcd

rrot ttitlr I'ag-ue II)e()l'\, lrtrt rtith thc ilcLtt:rl l)'.rrti(:ipltl-ioll
6[ tlrc pc61tlt,, org:rpi71(l l)lrrtilil)ati()n ilt tcrl)s 91 t|cir ewn

ir)tel'ests (ils sttrtlctlts, IV()lkcl's, l)cils2lllts, \t'()lllell) -]lc()Plc
t[oirrr.1- tllillgs [()l' thcrtrsc'lves irr tlleir o!\'ll ()l g:tlliTations'
'l'|c1, 1a,g,'. Iirtkc<l itt :tt ti6tt :rrrtl l6ylrlty l6 tlglt-l:tlttily tttctttlrers

ol tlrcil olrf:rrrizlrtiotts, tttttl tltt'<lttglt tll(' l),ltl iotit tltorclllcllts
thcy trtnre t() ittr tttttlct'sl-lrll(lillg'ol lvlry tltcir toulttl'y was

lrtrckrvurtl un(l tvellk. ()rte ol llte stltt tlirrg- tllirrg-s l-() \\Iostel.ners

rv[o s:r1, t|cse gr.cat 1-)lrtr.i()tir tlt'rrrorrstr irti6ps n,itlr tlreir

sloglrrrs "l)6wrr .w'itlt llr'eigrr ltggl cssi()11," "l)orvtl u,ith tll)e(ltlal

treutit's," "[)orvtr rvitlr irrt;rt'r'ilrlisrtt" rvlts tlrc e\ely(l:lv a(ccP-

larrt., lry the Chinc,se oI tlre irlc:r tlrlrt llre lrlilrc lor (]hirra's

lrar k\vartl p()sit-i9p \\.11s p()t lt ll tl1'6wrr 9rr tlrt' l()t'ciqtrers.

Starrrlrcrl ()lt l)en( ils. trotelr<-r9ks, <ookics, ()l) llitll(ll)ills lrncl

lvall l)osters u'tls the slogittl: "l)ott't l-()rgel Yottr Ctluntry's
Sharrrc." H:rrrtlbills ilrl(l sl)cc(lres cxlll:ri[red "II is bet':rtrse

\\,e let our rttlcrs geL 111\Illy with sclling oLlt to thc colonial

J)owcrs tllat u'e alc rrcak llll(l l)ack!vartl; it is bctattsc ue let

iherrr trc:lt tls this $'av tllitt. rt'c al'c llliscl-al)lc""llrc Pe()l)le

\'vcle ors':rlrizittg, lc:rrrring, il(tirrg,:rrttl t'errlizirrg tltcir slr:rre
oI r'csporrsil>ility Iol tlte kintl ol socicty tlrey lrrrtl.

,\[c:rrrrvhilc thc ne\\' Ielrrlcrslrip ltlrs strrrlyirru :ln(l ilnlrl\,:/ing
tlte t:lirsses irr Chirresc s<-r<:iet1'. ,\s Mao 'l'sc-trrug in r11:(i puL
it, "\\'ho al-e orrr cllenlies, an([ \rllo irl'e ()ru llicrrt[s?'I-o
rlistinguish leal lricn<ls lrorrr rcal cncnlics \ve nrust rrr:rkc :r

gcnelal :ulalysis ol the ecorrorrrir: st:rtus ()l tlre lrrliorrs clrrsses

in (lhirrcse socicl,r, irn(l their r('sl)ectivc ilttitu(lcs to\\,:n'(l
Ihe rer'oltrtion." Ir) tlrc tlrcn (:urr'cl)t (]hirresc society t.lrcr-c

u'et-e "tlrc real en('rries, thc l:rrrt[l()r(ls ;ul(l the < orrrlrllrtlor cs;

tltet c tvlrs tlre wlrr'crirrg rrritklle r Iuss rratiort:rl ltoru'geoisie,
l'ePl'('sentinp (-lhirrr's rrr;ritrrlist r-elations o[ ;r|otltrr:tir)r), s()nr(l
ol rvltorrr u,orrltl c\enl-uullv ioirr tlrc r-unks ()l tlrc rcr'<llrrtiorr
:rnrl sorrrc joirr tlrc (()ulrtcl'-rc\()lulion; thcre wrrs tllc l)ctt-y
llorrt-seoisie ()\1'ncl'-l)e:lsirlrts, rlrster lxuttkt'ultsttten, l)ctty in-
tcllettulrls witlr a liglrt lving rrirtot itv skclrtirirl ol the re\'()lu-
tiolr,:r rrrirlclle se(tion lltvoling tlre lt:rolrrtiorr llrt relrrsine to

ioin it r':rslrly :rrrtl rerrr:rittirrg ucutt'al, irrrrl :r [lrirtl scrtiotr,
peol;lc wlto had scerr better tluys lltrt rrou'-liviu{r irr rrrorc
l edu( e(l r ircrrrrrstarrt:es, (:onl-rastins' tlreir' l)ast \ritll tlrcir' lrlcs-
crrI rrrisery-tlrese lorrnctI thc IeIt lr.'ing oI tlre lrorrrqeoisic."
(lVIao irr rt)g(i siritl th:rt "in :r rcvoltrliorr:lry ul)sln'uc r,r,lrcrr tlrc
tl:twrr o[ ri<totv is tliscorrilrlc";rll tlrc l)ctt), 1)()ul'Llcoisit,u'orrltl
attirtlr itscll t() tllc rcr.olrrtion. Flistory lurs borrre orrI tlris

Irrtlerrrcrrt.) ,\ [orrt'tlr < luss lllrs "llrc scrrri-;-rlolctlrli:rt, serrri-
tcniu)t J)cirslurt, IX)()r l)('usunts, lrir rrrIio'ultsrrrcrr, sholr:rssisLlrrrts,

ireclrllcls-irll oI rt,honr ;rossessetl lt'r'olrrtiorr:rry t;ulrlities in rlrry-
irrg^ tlcercc:rrrrl lvcre lc(el)ti\'('t() le\olrrIiorurr\':lgitlrti()n."
'l'hc tiftlr clirss w:rs tlrc plolctrrri:rt, ol ill)()ut t-w() rrrillion
irrtlrrstr ilrl rvolkcrs; Ilrt,st. rlcr c lrtrulyzerl :ts l'('l)t-csent:rtir cs ol
(lhirrlr's rrew lrroclrrr[ivc Iottes:rntl tlre lnost l)l()gressivc <lzrss

itt tnotlet'rt (,lrirr:r; thcy r,r'ctt'tlrc le:rtlirrg Iorrc irr thc re'u'oltr-
tionut'r' lu()\clnent Itcr:rrrsc oI tlrcir (ol)(cntt:rLiorr, tlreil lon
ct:onorrric st:rtus, rleprivcd ol all rneuns oI ltroclrrrtion exccltt
tlreir hanrls, :tncl sul)je( [ t() l)r utal tr-eatnlent l)y all of the

1rcol;le's errenrics, irrrperiulists, rvtrr l()r(ls irn<l ltour 11.eoisie.

S<> thc ncr,r'le:rrlership con'cr:tly estinlatc(l thc trvoralrlc
irrter-rral lor<es n'itlr lvlriclr tlrev corrl<l rvork-rvlrat palts of tlte

t_
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I)ol)ulation \^'ould bc on tlrc siclc of the 1;eople, not in terms
o[ bcinu enrotiorlally "lor the people" brrt rather "rvlro woulcl
lle iurpellc<l lry their' ()wll econonric irrterest t-o support thc
revolutionary struggle." 'I'hcy correctly estimatecl the varying
tlcgrees o[ involvement in and support- of and the 1>ace of
:rrlhelertce t() the strusgle ol r.'ar-ious sections of the population.-I'his nc\lr leadelshil;, the Chinese Communist P;trty,

l)articipate(l in unitecl lrorrt :Lctions with the Kuonlintane
:utd the othcr political patties ancl for.r:cs tlrroughout the long
vears of stt'ugelc frorn its lrcsinnine in rqzr to its place oI
a({'epte(l nlrli()nal learlerslrip irr r94g; but throushotrt it rnain-
t:rirred its irlcrrtity :rs :rrr irrtlcpenderrt political orgarrization.

'l'hc rcvolrrliorrary strrrgule o[ thc (]]rinese people-tlrrough
tcrr[rrries ol lreasant revolts against feutl:rl conclitiotrs, through
:l centurv ol poprrlur lratriotir resistallce to r olonialisrr, throush
tlrrce dct atlcs rrnrler tlrc Ieiulerslril; of. the Clr irresc Com-
rrrunist I)artv-[his krrrg- strrru-gle linllly eventuaterl in the
t:stal.rlishurcr) t ()[ tllc l)eo1-lle's Republir: of C1-rin:r irr l g49.

'l-lten lresirr) thc tirsk ol constructing a people's society-a
sor:ialist and cvctttually u rornmunist China.

Alter Liberation: Horo They Build. the Neus Society
'l'he lrrriltlinq of this rrcw Chinesc so<:iety was birscd not

or) any rloctrinrrire blrreprint Iurnishcrl, irnposetl or irnple-
nrcnt-e(l l;v (llrirr:r's Icutlirrs lroliticirl p:trty, the Clrinese Com-
rrrrruist l):rlty. Rather', tlrc <:lcar goal-ol'a nclv soc,iety,
socialist arr<l cvent.rrally torrrurunist-w:rs to bc leacltet[, zrs

l,r,rrs tlrc ur:hicverncnt oI liberation, [ly:r social process, by thc
nr()\'crirents ol the pcolrlt, lrarticipating irr the crcatiltg and
lthievinc ol this rrew kirrtl ol society. ,,\sain tlrcre was an
:rturlysis arttI cva]uatiort oI tlrc f:n'olable lorces rt'itlrirr (ihina
th:rt corrk[ corrtribute t() the ne\\,, goal.

Nothing ol valrre tc) tlle l)e()plc in (ihirra's historic hcritag^e
ol in crrrrcr)t social :rsscts was discar<led. A new force for
social reconstlurtion ernergerl :rs the lrcsh insights und tools
l'rrrnished by their arralvses of society wcre tteddecl to the
nr:crrrnulatin{r cxl)erien(:e of tlre particil)ating people. Every

l'urrrlarnerrtal change on n'lrith the nerv (lhirra is based is the
t't:strlt not of u govcrnrncrtt tlecree, btrt ol'll J)rocess corrrltining

lrositive assct.s of the oltl China rvith the newly cnlerged
social forr:c.

'l'he politiral force that establisherl the r)e\^r goverlrrnent of
China in ()ctobcl rg4g \.vas not a one ltart1,force, nr>r:r coali-
tion of politit:al 1)artics. It u'us, rather, iL <rralition of llrc demo-
c-ratic florces in Chinese sor iely. nleetins t()gether in thc l)cop,le's
I)olitical Consrrltative Oonlercrrce; tlris Conlerence w:rs (onr-

lrosed oI rel)resentatives oI the lorrrteerr cxistins ;;olitical
palties, o[ rr';rresentativcs llom thc rrine Libcral-c<l .\reas
(iol'errrtrents tlrat thc lreople had est:rblished irr s()lte iu'e2rs

<lurin.q the [i nal years ol the Chiang' K:ri-shek r-cgirne, oI
Iepresentativcs <ll' sixteeD rt:rtion-rvi<le People's organizirtions,
sot:ial, econorrri<:,:rrrtl religiorrs (strrlr lrs'I'ratle thriorr l'eclcra-
tion, Thc .\ll (lhina Pcasant [Jnions, thc. ..\ll (-]hirra \\/orrrcn's
l'cclcratiorr, the Iltr<ldhists, the Christiirrrs, the Nloharrrrrrcdans,
ctc.) , anrl oI thc represclrt:rtives o[ tlre six People's Liltcra-
t"ion Arrnics tlrat had lror.rrc such a hcavy lesponsibility in
litkline Chin:r o[ its erreuries. 'I'hus thcsc currcnt lavor:rble

lrolitical arttl social forccs rvere incorl>oratcd, not tlis<.altled,
:rttrl assurrrcrl:r sharc in irrrtl rr rcslronsilrility for thc lxrildirrg
o[ the ncn' so<icty,.

'l'oday ull sectiorrs ol tlrc poprrlatirlrr, irrr:ltr<lins tlrc fifty
()r'n)ore nrirroritv sr()ul)s, I)articiplrte in tlre politicirl lile
ol'China, a lirl cr'1 frorrr tlre tl:6'r,r,hcn orrc cltrss, tlre lurrrllor<l-
Irureatrtratir: r'apitalist clrrss, lrlonc htd rrrry political say. 'Ioclay
t.hc pcol-rlc:rrc r:il-izerts rroI lle<-ausc o[ :r lrirpcr light or prir'-
ileqe gralterl tlrenr by sorrre rr.rlins elcrrrcnt but lrer:lruse of
thcir inrolvt:rrrent in tlrc l)l'ocess ol'<reatilrg tlrcir new
g()\'el'lllllen t.

T'rxlay (jhirr:r has :r r:onstitutioll:rl i{-ove[rll])Cllt-l)ut not
with a reatly rrr:xle constittrtion, nor :r lratch-lvork of various
lorcign (:or)st.itutions srr<h as pre-Lilteration govertrnrents in
China l'rad uttcmptecl to lirlrricate. 'I'hc Constittrtiorr of the
Pcople's Rcpublic of China is a prodtrct o[ a donrestir: ;rolitical
I)r()cess, qrowing out o[ thc experience o[ setting rrp the nerv
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society. iu r 949 thc Peoplc's Irolitical (jonsul tativc Con I'er_
enr:e wolked out a Comrnon Pro.grarn, incorporating the views
of rhe various constituent groups in that Conference, views
on which aII asrcecl after. ,ruch cliscussion; for i.sta,ce, when
the Iinal rlraf t wzrs presented to thc f ull Confcrencc one
rlelegate suegestecl that in adrlition to thc acccpted goal o[
socialism, the Cornmon Prograrn shoulcl inclucle ,,co lmu-
nr'srn" as well; a Communist Party delcgate rose to clisagree:
"Everyone here agrees on a socialist goal; not even half would
agree now on:l coiltnrunrst goal; to add that r.l,or,rltl be
clivisive; oI course [he CornmunisL party enrisages a com-
rnunist goal ancl will work harcl to convincc the Chinese
people; but rneanwhile we r-nust aclvance on what we lrll agree.,'
J-he Cunrnon Program of rg49 w:rs to serve as a n:rtional
guicle until such time as tlevelopments woul(l lurnish thc
<:onditions for a forrn:rl National Constittrtiorr. It was nor
until Septerrber rq54, five years alter the establishment of
the People's Republic of China, that the necessary conrli-
tions for a formal constitution had marured-people ge,tting
experience in citizenship and voting by participation in thc
political and social ,concerns of their various local organiza-
tions, personnel being tr:rined to adrninister eler:toral 1;ro-
cetlures, a censlls o[ the country, and 1;opular expericnce in
buil<ling^ lhe ncw kind of society-a new socicry wlrich woukl
rlernand :r new kind o[ constilution, not onc pattcrnecl on the
(:onstituti()ns of foreisn bourgeois societies.'l'he Constituti()n
ol the I'}eolrle's Re1;ublic of China is the producr of thc process
o[ 1rco1rlc cxPeriencing, iearning, unclerstancling irnd know-
ing what they want.

China today has an ccoltonty all but completely socialist,
rvith sclrrre clemen ts of a cornmlrnist econonry alrcacly in
existencc.'I-his achicvcl)tent in tcn years is the procluct of a

J)rocess whir;lr, wlrile airnins at elirninatins feudalism ancl
avoiding capitalisrn, usecl all thc possible :rssets oI the o]d.
In rq4q China hatl five economic sectors. T'he largest was the
indiviclual pcasant ancl handicraft sector; there was also a
private capitalist scctor; a sector of pre-Liberation sovern_
rncnt-owned industry and economic assets which passcd to the

lo ll

hands of the new rcgirne; and thcre was a sector of coop-
eratives; undcr the clirection o[ a state-capit:rlist sector the
rrcw governnler) t gearecl all these existing :rsseLs into the
socialist eoal. 'I-hcre was no disczrrrlins of thc oltl, but as thc
first stage toward a sor:ialist cconorny, the incorl;oration oI
all that w:rs useful in the old ccononry into a nrixccl ccononry
of the fi'r,e sectors. 'I-hele \'\,as no clisruPtion of the people's
current economic activities-but theil' enlistrrcnt in thc ncr,v

econorrric goal.
Capitalists were an asset, thc rnost ptepared to rnect

China's irnmediate econonlic need, proclrrr:tion. '1'hey wercr

tlrerefore :r rnajclr asset, not to be ignored or mistreate(l; true,
they werc no longer to conlrol or direct (lhina's c(:ononly.
("'I'he State airns to restrict capiLal, not to destroy it, brrt
eventually to eliminate cal-litalisnr.") 'l'he role and dignity
of the capitalists is syrlbolizcd in thc fl:rs oI t]re People's
Rcpublic of Chirra-one oI the fivc stars in the llaq rcpresents
"the nation:il capitalists" "national," relate(l not to lvorld-
wicle capitalisrn btrt to tltcir own country's econ()my. Ily rq5q
the private-owned capitalist enterJ)riscs hatl becorrrc part ol
tlrc natiorrally-owrrer[ ('nlerpris('s as joint-lrrivatc-government-
owned-en tcrprises, 'u,i th the crstwhile l)l-ivlrte o\\rncls now
receiving [ive 1-rercent intcrrcst on their turnc-'d-over investrrrent
Ior sevcn ve:rrs:rncl receiving a sal:rry krr thcir-contilrue(l $'ork
in tl're entcrl)rise.'I'hcy have bccorne workers, a part of the

l)roccss irr whir:h the differerr<'cs bctwcen "owner" antl "work-
cr," betr,r,een "mental" and "r'rrzrrruirl" rrre dirrrinishinc; lorrnct.

Prir,:rte owners are rtorv fellow-()\'\'ncrsi arttl Icllor,v-r'l'orkers

il the cornnrorrly ou,ncc[ people's clrterl)r'ises. Tlrerc \\rus n()

sucklen losine'of tlreir econornic statrrs lrtrt a proccss o[
transfrlnninc that status into a c()nlnlon ecorrornic ancl sociurl

status as <:itizcns antl buildcrs ol' a neu' kind o[ society.
'l'here \vcre prc-l ()4q cool)eratives in China. Iloth the

constructive cxpericnc.e o[ cooperative olvncrship and action
and the cxperience of the tlestructivc lukewarmness and
antasonisrn of the semi-feurlal, bureaucratic Chiane Kai-shek
elcments hacl sene<l as an cducative basis lor now tlirccting
these cooperative members towartl a socialist society. This



()r'u:ulizirl-i()llill exlx'l'icntc ol. rrrilliotts rll ;re:rsailLs (:ur(l s()rnc

trlbzrn rrorkers) \\'as ar) assct-no\\' easilv gealcd into the luixed
c(()n()u)y :rrrrl ton,ax[ lltc trcr,r' kirrtl ot. socicty; thelc u,:rs rtt>

crrtlirrg oI thc <:ooperutive organization o[ thcsc peasarrt-s :rncl
rvorkers, brrt an incor'por:rtion ol Iheir exlx'riencc irrto rhe
u'itlcr irrrc[ (()r'r)r))()n gorrl oI all. lrr place of srrrall oltnct--r,r'orkcr-

co()lreratiYcs tlrcse peusarrt ancl rvorker mernbcrs are no\{,' lellorr-
()wncrs arrrl r:r'cal-or s ol [hc rratiorrlrl ccononly.

'l'lrc b:rsit: r.lran.ge irr Chin:r lurs been lunrl re[ot-rrr-the
corrrpletc elirrrinatiorr ol letrclal lrrrrd relationshilrs.'I-he encl-

irr;l- ol tlre olrl svsteln lvlrs a lrlirrraly task lor the liberated
(llrinesc. 'l'his lvas ur:hievetl by rro tlecr-ec ol rlte new go\/el-r-
nl('nt l)uI Iry rr socirrl l)r'()(:ess in n'lriclr thr'pcus:rrrl-s ([:rlrrrers)
tlrt'rrrselvcs \r('rc tllc rrrovirtg [ox:c.

()rtc ol tlrc [ilst rcgrrl:rtions ol the ncw u()verr)rreuI was:
",\il lerrtlirl lrrntl on,nelship is to llc alrolislrecl." N()te thc
rt,r'lr, "i.s to lrc," noL "is." ,\trrl'rvlro \\'as to erttl ler-rrIrrl ()\\'ner'-

slriy-ri,-the l)clrsunts tlrcrrrselves tlrrrrrrgh a l)r()(css ol orgrrrrjza-
tion, rrctiorr rrrrcl zrtr:rrrrrrrllrting rrntlcrstantlirrg.

'l'lrc Iirst stcl) in lhis pro<ess n,as the ors':urization o[ the
l)e:rsirrtt tl rriotts. 1'r'rrc, sorrre l)cirsilnts h:r<l orgartizcrl irr lrre-
l,ilrer-atiorr rlay; tlren lrorrr rq4q on, l)ensarlts tlrr'orrghoul,China
ore:uliro(l llreir uniorrs.-l'his orulr rrizctl strcrrg^tlr cnable<l thenr
to loLrc l:rrrtllolrls [o retIrrcc r(,nts:rn(l intcrest <'lltlgcs-lr
lcvolrrtiorlrr'\' \'i(:tor'\, lor the lritlrerto o1r;rlessctl l)c:lsllnts.
.\s tlrcv grerv in trnrlclstunr'lirrg ;rrrd c()rtnre(' thc Peirs:rrrts
l,rlrt'tl thr,lrrrrrllorrls to lran<[ ()\'cr the rlcctls to lan<l; llresc
rlccrls l'ei'c lrtu rrctl antl thc peus:rnt-s, rrniorr lry uniorr, rlistr-i-
lrrrtctl thc llrrrtl to tlrcrrrselves u'itlr crst-ttlrile larrrllor'<ls rrlso

lcrcivirtg tlreir shrrre. Sizc oI tht,sllrres o[ llrrrrl r.'arietl, ur<ortl-
irrg to thc sitrrltiorr :rrrtl valtre ol tlre lantl ls deterrrrirrcrl by
tlrt' (sorrrctirttes krtrg tlr:rr,r,rt out) (lis( rrssiorr arrtl tle< isiorts oI
tltc l)eas:rnl Union nrcnr'lrcrs. This lrrocess rrcunt thlt never
lrg:rin crrultl tlrc nrlal lrolrulatiorr o{ Chinir revert l() the
lrlc-Liber:rti()n status ol' poor or Ianrlless lalnrers: an etlrrca-
tivc arrd birsit: demornlti(: pl'o(icss o[ lancl rlistribution had
tirken ;rlacc n'ith lcsults tlrat no strbsequent governrrcnt l'eg-
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trlat.iort tottltl tttttIo: tltc lottg [rl-o(.ess, ('xLcll(lille or"ct'tllc
vcar s, lratl ( l-cate(l :l t)c\\' l)c:tsltlltl-\', ltlcll ittttl tt't-rtttctt u'ho ltltd
bccn tlr tr rtrslr u tl igrr i t y-attt[-t'cspottsibil i ty-< l'ea tirle (]x l)crl'el)( c.
'l'lre 

lrcrrsrrtrl-s tltctttselvcs It:rtl crrtlcd [ltc ]<)ttq yc:rrs ol'[.eu<lalisrrr

;rrrc[ hir<[ lrclpcrl lay the busis lloth fol tlre ttroclct'ttiz:t tiolt ol
(lhina's ('( ononr)' :rtrrI lot' tlre crcctir]u ol tlrc rtert' sot:ictt.

(lhirrrr rrlrca<ly Iras repllt<:etl ;r prc-Lilrerrrtiott lctrtlirl asli-
<:rrlIural cc()uoruy with :r rrro(lct'n irltltrstlial ccrtttottly.'l'ltc
1-lr'o<ltr<tive l)otcntial rcle:rse<l lrv the lutt<[ rcfortlt it<lticr"erttcrtt
o1 thc l)elrsilntl'\' trtr<lct'gir(ls Ilris trew tttotlcrtt ecottotrtr': lalttI
ownine l)e:rsants lu'c rlrorc protltrr:tirc lllltrt l:rrt<lltlss, l)o()l'
;rntl tenlrrrt larrrrcrs. l,anrl lo tlrc tiller lt':ts lrotvcvcr only tlrt'
ir)itial stel) in thc tottt.t'ilrtttiott the rttt'ltl poprrl;rLiorr rlratlt'
to tlle lrrril<lirrg^ ol tlrc l)e\\'s(xit'tr.'l'lrt'llelr c(()ll()lll\''lv:ls
to be onl orrly in<lrrstt ilrl, btr t, the ttew (llrirr:r affit'ttretl, tlte tttost
rttoclerrr lrlrrrr ol irrtltrstlializ:ttiott, ttot r;rpiLllist, lrrrl sotilrlist-

(rrrrrl ercrtttllrlly rrrrrrriltttrist) . .\s tvc It:tl'e sccll the still-t [ow:ll'(l
tlris goal lrcgatr u'itlt itt<ot;rolrttitte all tlrc cxisting t'tortotttit
russcts into lr nrr'xetI c(oltonly,;1-rlrtlrrally i4-c:rt-ittu all tlrcsc sect()ls

into [lrc so<;i;rlist l)1rttern.
1'he lrcirsant (()ntri[)utiott Lo Lhc trcu'sot:icty lttts lrcctt

irrrrrrcrrsc. 'l'lreir' 
Plirirtc ()u'tlerlilri;r :rttiritr tttort'tl stcatlilY

lrxvar'<l sor iirlizerl lr(:tivity-nrutual lritl tc:lrtls, (o()l)et'ativcs,

r o[[e< tivcs, :rrrrI lirr:r IIy 1,lcoplt.'s corrtr(lrlcs. lirrt Ir ol Ihesc

rtelv oru^:urizlrtiotr:rl lot'rtts ol l)eirslttlt :r<'tirit1, rrlcllrtl :t Itl()t('
r-utiorr:rlizcr[, r)l()r'(: sotializctl ttsc oI thc: larrt[, ol t'tlrrilrrrrettt,
lrntl <ll nlurl)()\\,cr'.-l'lre lutcsl lorrrt, lrcople's (t()l)lrtttttles, is

D:rrtly sor:ialisL in rurLrrt'e, "lt'orrr ca<h lrtror<lirr'g to lris ltbility,
to e:rclr :rccorcliug to ltis lvork"; ancl tlrcv ltrc lltt tlv trrttrttttt-
rrist, " ll'orrr caclr :r< r:or'<litx.r' to lr is alrilitv, to cat:lt u< t:ot'tlirts
tri his rrcctl." -l-lrlrt is. us;xrt't rcnrunelirt.i()n lor'Ilreir r,r,'ot'k

tlrc torrurrrrrre rrrcrrrllcrs <listrilrtrtc Lo tltctttselvcs \\Iit!lcs "il(-
corclirr{r to r.r,ork"; rttttl as p:lrt t'erlrLlnerit(ion thcv tlistribrrLc to
thenrselr'<rs "flec srrpplr'"-[t'cc loocl, lrcc ttrtt-set'ics. k.irrtlcr -

giu'tcns, llce cdrrr lttion, rrre<lit:al attd ctrltural llrcilitiers-
"acc:ox[ittu to ncctl."

Irr rryrr8 u'hen tlrc rrrllan er()nonl\r \\r:rs :rs YCt unal)lc to lrecl
lhe lreus:rrtts' intt'c:rsittg tletrlttttl [clt <:ottttttrltlitics, lor- [irrrrt



c(luil)nrclrt, lor lrrrilclirru rn:rtcti:rl, lot ittscttir:itlc, lol lcrtilizo,
(lrc collcr:tircs L()()k n)attcr's into tltcit' ()u'n h:u)(ts, joinetl to-
gcther into I:rrgcl units, lrs peol-llc's (()r)unturcs, rttttl startctl
l':rcl-ot'ies to 1rt'orlu<c the rlrings tlrcv ttccdctl.:tntl Iregutt t:rckling
Irrrger' lrroic(:Ls su( lr :rs rrrorlest clc< tli< itts[allations, lrigecr
it'r'igati()n srltcnrcs, I-ltriltling-s, r()a(ls, tr:utsl)()r't, ct(. 'l'ltis rtclt
nt()\,e on thc lrar-t ol the IrrIal lrolIrl:rtiorr at [irst'lvorric<1 tlrc
( (:ntl-al ilrrtll()l ities lr,ith tlre thotrel)1, ",\re tlrc l)c:rs2urts rttovittra
Iolv:rr-tl ralrit;rIisrrri'"; brrt tlre g()\crrrncnt s()()r) rcrogrrizctl this
il)()vctne nt lrs "ttirl-trtltl atr<[ trct:css:u v" :rntl as "lr nen' social
ot'garriz:rl-iort lt'cslt us tlte nrol'ttittg stut, ltlrotc tlte ltorizort
ol Eirst Asi:r. .. tlrt: Iarsc sc;rlc 1-rcolrles ('()nlTnr.ntcs . . . whiclr
<orrrlrirrc irrrlrrstlv, lrgrir rrltrrrc, tla<lc, crltrt:rr.ion :rntl rrrilit:rr1
rrl[;rirs and in rvlri<:h tlrc sol'entnrcnt il(lr]rir)ish'ati()ll ittttl
(()r)lillunc rnltr)agelncllt :rte t:orilltinctl,"

,\lrrrost six Jrrurrb-erl rrrilliorr 1-lcolrlc in nrrul (-lhirr:L:rre

:rllcurly ()rr tll(' sLelrs ol sot iirlisrrr arrtl rorrrrrrrrnisrrr-[he 1rt'oc[trr l-

ol lr tk'r:rrle ol l)ursilllt cx1-rclicrrt:e; tlrcy lelrlrrctl the strenet'lr
tlrerc is irr olgrrniz:r tiorr; tlrc,v sl-ruqsrle([ lrrrrl Icalrrccl tltrouglr
tltc ;rt'ot:css ol' rrr:rkittg tle<:isiotts ;rlrout llrntl t'e[ot'rn; th(fv
slrw llreit ;rrorlur:tivc lroLcntiul inocirsc lry r:rxrlrcrativc an<l

l:rtionill rrse of tlrcir lcsorrrrr:s. l)rrshetl lrv tlrcir nced arrd
their cxlrcricrrr:c thcv rrrlrtle the tlerisiorr to rrrrite irr llre highcr'
Iol'ttt ol so< i:rlizetl lrt:l-iott, tlre pcoplc's (()nlnIune.

-I'lrt' sar-nc polrrrlirl l)l'(x:ess towlrxl sor ialisrrr wrrs t:rkirtrr

;rl:rte irr thc rrlbrrrr:rrc:rs. SIrcct rornrrriL[ccs o[ lortv to fiItl
llrrrrilics u,clc errr'lv olslrrrizcrl to look;rltcr-thc lrhysir:rl arrtl
lirclilrootl :rrtrl sor i:rl rottrertts ol e:rtlr sLl'L'ct ilr('1. \\llrilc tlrc
rt:tge :rtttl salut-y culrtir)!l nrcn :rrrcl rvonrcrr in thc cil-ics 'r,r'erc

Ie:rt'rtittrl arrtl ex;.rclierr<:itrg irr thcil tra<[c arrtl lrrolcssiorr:rl
rrniorrs, thc lr<.rrrrc r.rorrrerr rverc tirkirrg res;rorrsibility for'
t trttrrirrg [hes(' strect t:orrilrrittces-clcirrring ul) th(' trrea, strrr-ting
ttursct'ics arrtI kintlcr !{ar-tcns. est:rl)lislring srrrall, rnotlcst antl
sonrctirrres l:rlge light inrlrrstr-y arrtl lr:rrrtlit:ra1'L lirctolics lor
\\'onle ll, o1-rcrritru ;rrrblic tlirrins r'()()nls, cst:rlrlishirrg clinir s, ctr.
Irr A1-ll'il r9(io thcsc strcet (ollnrittees r,r'crc ollrc:ially reco.qrrizetl
:rs poLcrrtiirl trrlrarr lreolrlc's r.orrrnrtrnes; :rrtrl:rlteuclv rrrilliorrs
ol'lvorrrcrt (:rttrl sonrc rrrcrr) lurvc by rrorv orgartizctl thcrttselves
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in tlrcse rrrorc sor:i:rlistit: pcolrlc's (1)rnnru.ncs.
'l'he er;trality o[ rrrcrr arrtl u'orrrcrt is rtou'lr firct irr (]lrinir.

()rrc ol tlrc carlicst rcgulatiorrs <.,1 the ncrv g()verlr)rcnt. was:
"i\,lcrr ;rn<[ \\'on)cn iuc t() lre crlrr:rl"; n()te [llc vcrlr, "ale to
be," rrot "rrre." 'l-hc t:hirugc llorrr lcrrrl:rl irrcrlrralitics t orrlri
trot bc rrnrr[e lrv ;r fiuI oI g()\'cl-nnrcnt, u()r e\r'tt Ix lr gcrtct'ul

;roprrlar- rIcsire. It roLrlrl ouly r:orrc lrs thc uctiorrs oI tlrc pcol;le
(:rciltc(l tlrc rrrrttlitiorrs Ior eclrr:rlity. ,\ rrrlrtty-sitletl sor i:rl

l)r()(.ess ;rr otlut:cr'l tlrc neccssirt',v < orttlitions.
()ne ol the c:rrlicst cx;.rrcssiorrs of tlr is sor:i:rl lrrocess \\/ils

tltc r.vorrrclr's ot'gurtizatiorrs u'lrich gavc tlte \\'()lren not ()r)l\

thc olrprlrttrrrity Lo bcrrlrrre lt'Licrrlir Lc alrorrI their' ()r 'l) (or)(('rr]s
lrrrl- :rlso g:rve tllcrl llrc n,irlcl krtorvlctlgc 1ul(l sLl-cngt.ll ()l'

g'roul) solirl:rrity to exl)rcss arrrl irchie,u'e tlrt'ir tlesir-es rrrrtl

!ravc Ihell the tr':rirtirru to p:rt'ticip:rtc as lrrll rrrcrrrbet's ol tlrcir
corttrttuttitics. 'l'hc sb ('ct c()rnnritter', ilr lvltit lr rvonrcrr rvelc tlrc

1l'irrre la<'tol's, rvlls:rrr lrrlrIct[:l\cnuc ol:rltir.rrllrtr:rrcss:rrrrl
resporrsibilitl'lor irrtclests ()utsi(l(.theil rrrort,r)ur-r'()\\r l:rrrrilv
li1'e.

\\'onrcrr bc<:rnre l'r>rkels irr [lrt'torics, slro;rs, irrstitutior-rs-
Irrll rrrerrbcrs 'lvitlr the rnerr in tireir tr:rtlc urrions. Mor-e :rncl

rrol'c \\'onlcr) beglrn h:rving irrcorrrt:s oI tlreil rlr.r'n, g-ir irrq tlrcrrr
cconornir irr<le;rcntlerr<c, Llrc lrasis ol lurv ccltr:rlity. Ilrrt to lrirrrc
It'ecrlorrr lot'n'lrgc-c;rt'ttirtg rvolk tlcrrr:rrrrlctI rrcrr r:orrtlitiorrs-
rrel'lrorrrc trrrrtlitions: rrrrlsclics, kirrtlerulrrl-crrs:rrrr[ s<hools l'or
thcil r:hil<[r'crr. pilrerl rvlrtcr', t'ler:tlir itv, lrrrltli< Ircaltlr rncrrsr.u'cs

that clirrrirur te(l l':rts :rrrtl llics, patk:rgetl lootl itr stol'cs, r'c:rtlt'-
rna<[r'rloIlting--tllinss tltat rvorrltI rrurkc Iroust:lrok[ <luties lcss

or)cl'()us. ,'\ll tlrcse t orrrlitiorrs l'ol casirrs' hr>rrscholtl clrores
cnultl not <:olrc llt'g()\'crnnrent rlccree, ltrrt u,crc trlso a lrart
o[ tlrc l)t'(xess rtrakirre lxrssible \\'oulcn's l):u'ti( il)irti()n ll5

equals witlr rncn in er:onornir, social arrrl crrrrrrrrrrnity lr<:tivitics.
,\nrl u'agc-earnirru jobs rlcrrarr<lcrl s()lnc truinirru-litclrt:_r
antl tcclrrri<::rl r:lusses [ol u,orrrcn r,vlro hirtl r]oL lriLI]cl't() Paltit:i-
lratc<l in orrtsi<lc rr'olk. In Ilrr, r'trr-:rl ;rre:rs thc llasi< r:orrtlition
for cquality, econonli(. inrlelrcnderrce, \\ras c:rrly pror.,irlcrl in
that \,rhcn the lanc[ ry:rs rliritlcrl norrren rcceivcrl thcil shales:rs
irttlividtr:rls, l)ot:rs rrrr:rrrbcls oI sorrrc rrlrn's llrrnilv-
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,\lorrs with this rnirtry-sidctl l)r()ccss of creatittg the concli-
tiorrs lor cqrrirlity wel]t a n:rtiotr-wicle cducatiott on the
srrll.icct. Men att<[ w()nren botlr rrtust utrtlerstattcl the necessity

lol cn<line' [errrl:rl rclzrtions, rclationships thaI il persistetl
irr r:orrltl slrxv rrp tlrc aclrieving^ o[ tlre soal o[ :t rrew society.
,{. rrran tiecl down by a feudal-nrindecl wile cotrltl rrot give
Jris fullcst energies l-o the building of the new; a nlother stil]
inrbcdded in feudal idcas, because she knew no othcr, coultl
harrrller the clelelol-rrncnt ol. her children as citizctrs o[ a nerr'

Clhinlr. ,\ rrran still clinging to leutlal relationships cotrlcl blo<:k

thc errtry of his lr,'orncn lolk into tltc ttew activities for women
arr<l so lcssen the <:otrstructive potential of his country. To
buil<l tlre ncw (lhina all-men, w()tnen and chiltlrcn-must
brine to this task tlteir [ullest l)otential. F-etrtlalisrrr whic]-r

crrrbcrl the f ull llotcn tial o[ inclivitluals mttst bc ended-
soci:rlly ancl cconorrritallv. Nelvspapcrs, rnagazittes, theatres,
rnovies, <liscrrssion g-r'otrPs-all werc used to create a llation-
witlc ar,varertcss o[ llre rclevance ol' this question ol cqr.rality.
Ncw uses o[ okl cultural tools lor the irnplcrnentation o[ nerv

i<leas rvas a part o[ t]re proccss crcatins the contlitions for
thc crltrality of nren antt wonren.

Conclusion

So China nl()vcs towarcl a llelr, social ortlcr. 'I'hey sce their
sur:ccsslrrl stnrs{rlc Ior libcration lrorn the old arrrl the llrild-
ing ol the founclations for thc rrew socicty as birsecl on the
M:rrxist-Leninist analysis oI the lorr:cs in society, rlomestic
:rnrI internatiorr:rl, f:rvorablc :rnd unf:rvorable.'l'hc Po\,\'er
for this liberation uncl this btrikling which thc Chinese
Clonrnrurrist Party errlistetl lvas the 1>eolrlc's por'ver-thc people
orgirrrizing, piu-ticil)irting, Icarnine, usins their larniliar assets

arrrI irctivitics t() a(]rievc a new goirl, a China tl.rat is tl'reirs.
It is true that the cxistence o[ tlre Sol'ict Union arrcl thc

socialist states rl'as a rrrajor factor lavorable to tlrc sl"rrrggle for
liberatiorr and hclpl'ul as nc\v Chirra's constl-uctivc years
besan. Mao 'I'se-tun.q has saicl, "Wc learn frorn thc Soviet
Union, but we do not copy: to copy is like cutting one's
fect to fit the shocs." How cotrkl China copy?-Chirrcse leaders

lrrrirrl orrt tlr;rl llrt'(llrirrt'st' .1rt'o1rlt' lr:trt' ;t ltistot it;rl lr;rt ksrottrrrN
<lillt'rcrrt lrorrr llt:rl ol. tlrrr l{rrssilrrr pt'rrlrltr, tlrlrt tlrc (,lrirrt'st'
rt'rolrrtiorr (:ln)('l(, lrrritiorr lrl:r l;rlt'r tirrrt'irr lrist<lrr tlrlrrr
Irlrtl tlrt' l{rrssi;rrr 1rt'oplt''s rt'rolrrlion. tlr;r( (.lrirrlr s Iilrt'r lrtiorr
(;rn(' irt ;r tirrrt' rrlrt'rt tltctt' u:r: :rltt'lrtlr lr :ot i:tli:t rrotlrl. :rl :r

lirrrt' rvlrt'rr tltt' r:r;rit:rlist rrot ltl tr;rtiotts trcrt' itt<tt':rsittglr ott

llrt'rlt'lcrrsirt'. lookirte rrrrrr';rtrrl rrrott'likt'ir "l)irl)('r tigc'r," 1t'ss

rrrrtl lt:rr ;rJrlt' lo solrc llrt'ir lrtolrlc'rrrs, itrrtt';rsittulr irt rorrllirt
rri(lt t'lrrlt otlrct lrs lltt'r1-,lrttt'ol tlrt'ir rolotrirtl lrttiritit's

'lrr irtks I lrt' (.lrirrtsc 1-,to1,lt' ;rrt' lrrrilrlirrg llrt'it ttt rr ;ot it'lr
ttttrlt'r tlillt'rcrrt ltt)tl rtrott' lrlt,r:rlrlt' rrot lrl totttlitiotts tllttr
I lro:(' r lrit lr l;rt t'tl tlrt' l{trsri:rrr pt o;rlt irr r t1 r 7.

So (,lrirrrr l>rriltls lrt'r r)(\\ \oritlr. rrot (,r lr l)lt'-rlt'lctrtrint'tl
lrlrrt'pr irrt. lrrrl grrirlt'rl lrr \l:rr risl l.t rtirtirt pr inr ilrlt'r :r;rlrlictl
trr:r<lrr:rl rlr>rrrt'stit rrtttl irrtt'rtr;rtionlrl t,rtttliliorts;rrtrl irrrolrirtg
:rll irr<ltrsire l):ulitilr;rtiorr ol tltr' l)('()l)l('. I Itt' lr:rrit tlr:urgc'
Itorrr tlrt'ol<l lo lltt'rrt'u l:rrrrl ttlolrr, ('(lr.r:rlitr ,,1 rrrcn:rrrrl
\\()nltn tott.titttli,,tr:tl lorcl nilt('il1, ;r :,rti:rlisl ('(()il()ilr\. :r

rorr)rrrrrrrisl soticli rrtt'rrtlrit'r't'tl rtol Iri ?()\cr nnr('nl;rl rlt'<rtr
or llrl. tlrcsc llrsi< t lt;rrrgt's rrtt ;r lrit'rt',1 )rr :r \()( i:rl l)r()(('ss
rrlrirlt r,r irrrolrt': lltt plrttitilr:rtiorr ol tltr';.rt'oplt tllrl rrcu

nrt'rr;rrrtl \\(,nr(n ('rr(rg(. ir r)('\\ Lirrtl ol tiLizt'rr rrrr:rlrlt'. Ircrlrrrst'

ol tltt'ir t'r;rt'ticrrrt's (lt:rttl. rorrrttirrrt's lrittt't. l)lrl (tt':rlirt'1
('\('r t() l('\(tt l(, tlrtir oltl prt'[,ilrt'lrtiorr st'lrt's. I lrir sorirrl

l)l()(('ss took;rl:rrt'rrrrtlcr lr lt':rtlt'rslri1.r rlrrt t;rrrrt'lrorn:rrrrl
tl)irl t'rrlistul :rtrrl tlt'lrt tttlerl orr lltt' ottlr lot rt' llrlr( <orrlrl
rrrlrit'rc ir l)('rnrr)( r)l ltt't'itrq ol (.lritr,r': lttrttrlrt'tis ol rrtilliorr.
Itorr tlrt oltl :,x it'tr. tlrt' orrlr lortc llrirt ((,ultl t'llt'tt rrrrrl

rrr:rittl:rirr l;rsIitt! n('\\ \()( ilrl r t'lrrt iorrslri;r:. tlrt lrort t't ol I lrt'

1x'oplt llrt'rrrrt'lrt's. It is trLrlr llrt'I't'o1rlt's l{t'lrrrlrlit ol (llrirr:r.
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