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LETTERS

GOOD WISHES FROM BANGKOK

I was very happy to receive your letter and learn
what has been happening to you during the
many years since we met.

The copy of Eastern Horizon No. 2 reached
me some days ago. I have read it with deep
interest and with great appreciation of its high
literary quality, which makes it very different
from so many English-language periodicals in
this part of the world. I wish you continued
success in this important work you have chosen.

I should be very happy to write an article
on Siam, but cannot do so in the immediate
future; so please do use any parts of People of
the Sun you like ... When I write, it will
be on some aspects of Siam not fully dealt with
in my book.

Joun BrLorELD
Chulalongkorn University,

Bangkok

FROM DR JOSEPH NEEDHAM

Congratulations on the appearance and format
of Eastern Horizon Vol. 1, No. 1.

Josepn NEEDHAM
1 Owlstone Road,
Cambridge,
England

FROM ‘THE EDGE OF THE WORLD’

I most certainly was surprised, and delighted
of course, to receive your letter . . . Perhaps
the only advantage of being rooted in these little
islands on the edge of the world is that letters
from foreign parts do arrive and seem to find
their destination.

I was delighted to hear of Eastern Horizon.
It sounds a most worth while endeavour and I
look forward to seeing a copy, or rather perhaps
1 had better become a subscriber. Please send
me full details. I will be most happy to push
on your behalf ... As for myself my recent
two months in South East Asia were spent as
a tourist, in the worst sense of the word, and
would be of little interest. However, after I

have seen the review, perhaps something might
be forth coming.

COURTNEY ARCHER
Southbrook,
North Canterbury,
New Zealand

FROM INDIAN INSTITUTE OF
WORLD CULTURE

We have received a copy of the Eastern Ho-
rizon and .we wish to congratulate you on this
excellent first issue and send you all our best
wishes in your great venture.

We feel sure that this Asian monthly cultural
review will be of great help in promoting better
understanding between East and West . . .

Jacques DEDEYN,
Honorary Director
The Indian Institute of World Culture,
6 Shri B. P. Wadia Road,
Basavangudi, Bangalore,
South India

¢CONTENTS GOOD, COVER NICE’

We like the magazine very much, and think it
is very creditable, especially for a first issue. Of
course there are points which can be improved

Contents in general are good, particularly
Needham, Han Suyin, and the reviews by Lewis
Gen and Wong Man, &c. And we think your
cover is very nice. A friend of ours is quite
enthusiastic about the magazine, and would like
to help you to find contributors . . .

All the best from us both, and looking for-
ward to hearing from you and seeing the 2nd
issue.

DErEx Bryan
London

FROM A. C. SCOTT IN NEW YORK

We arrived in New York yesterday from San
Francisco. I'm too bewildered at present to give
you my impressions of America and I have scar-
cely seen anything of New York yet. And it’s
very hot—in the go degrees. I saw the famous
Chinatown in San Francisco. It seems to be
chiefly made in Japan.

Well, how is the magazine? Is the first
number out yet? I'll prepare you some more
contributions as soon as I get settled down . .

#*

I received No. 1 of Eastern Horizon today, for
which many thanks. I was glad to see that

ou managed to get it out in the face of all
obstacles. It looks quite nice, I think ... What
sort of a reception have you had in the press
and among readers so far? Regards and good
wishes from us both.

A. C. Scorr
New York

‘WE LIKE EDMUND AND MMP’

Thanks for sending Eastern Horizon. We en-
joyed it immensely. We especially liked Edmund
Blunden and the Modern Marco Polo. We would
like to have a year’s subscription for ourselves
and also one for . .. We both wish you con-
tinued success with your fine project.

Jor anp ERrira

Hong Kong

CONGRATULATIONS FROM AUSTRALIA
I have had the opportunity to read through the

first two copies of Eastern Horizon which were
handed to me by Gerry Glaskin. I would like
to extend my congratulations and praise . .

I am a Malayan-Chinese studying Arts at the
University of W. Australia and it is my desire
to write later on, more seriously, I hope. I have
been doing quite a lot of feature writing for
the papers here, the Straits Times in Malaya,
and a few other magazines. If you think there
is some chance of my contributing to Eastern
Horizon, please let me know, I would consider
it a great honour.

Gary YEanG
Claremont,
West Australia

FROM ORIENTAL GEOGRAPHER

Thanks for your letter of May, 1960, informing
about the publication of Eastern Horizon. We
congratulate you on bringing out such a journal
from the East and would very much like to ex-
change it with our journal, Oriental Geographer,
and other publications from time to time. We
are looking forward to receiving your specimen
copy, and would gladly help you as much as
we could.
A. H. Siopigr,
Associate Editor,
Oriental Geographer
East Pakistan Geographical Society,
Ramna, Dacca,
Pakistan

FROM NEW ORIENT

We have the honour in informing you that we
shall appreciate very much if we can exchange
our new bi-monthly New Orient for your new
review Eastern Horizon. We are sending you
by registered mail a specimen copy of our maga-
zine . .

DusaN ZBAVITEL
Ceskoslovenska Academie Ved,
Orientalni Ustav,
Praha,
Czechoslovakia,

FROM TODAY'’S JAPAN

Your magazine, Eastern Horizon, was brought
to my attention the other day by Prof Edmund
Blunden. It seems that there is a close similarity
to the aims and purposes of Eastern Horizon
and that of my own publication Today’s [apan
Orient|/ West and 1 should like to extend my
sincere good wishes for the success of your ven-
ture. I am very much interested in seeing your
magazine and would like to suggest that we
enter into an exchange subscription . .

MarviN MEYER,
Publisher,
Today’s Japan
Tokyo

FROM EAST AND WEST

We shall be glad to receive Vol. 1 of Eastern
Horizon, and we forward you accordingly No. 1
of Vol. XI of East and West.

LioneLLo LaNciorTr
Instituto Italiano per il
Medio ed Estremo Oriente,
Roma, Italy

‘KEEP IT UP!’

Congratulations on the Review. I have shown
it to a number of people and they are all most
favourably impressed. I do hope you can keep
it up to this standard. It will be hard work.
I have lent my copy to the Librarian at the
National Assembly Library and he will order it.
Hope you have arranged for the sale of Eastern
Horizon in book shops here? Tt should sell
well, for there is nothing at all like it. T shall
write a review for the New Zealand Monthly
Review—a new periodical.

MaARGARET GARLAND
Wellington,
New Zealand
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EASTERN DIARY

Typhoons and heavy rains over, sud-
denly here’s autumn. Of all the seasons
in Hong Kong, it scems to me, autumn is
the loveliest. Blue is the sea. Green
are the hills. And bright are the leaves
in a myriad colours. In day-time the
air is usually so clear, so fresh, and there’s
always a breeze whispering around ; and
at night a little drizzle to send you to
your dreams. Storm or mid-summer heat
scems to be something long forgotten,
unimaginable.

On a day like this, I'd like to picture
you sitting somewhere in the setting sun,
looking at the quiet sea, meditating or
reading something to your liking—per-
haps a copy of Eastern Horizon, who
knows? If you are not here, oh how
I wish you were!

*

In this issue we have the honour to
publish an article by Sir Herbert Read,
the eminent British poet and art critic.
Sir Herbert visited Peking last autumn,
and in ‘Transformation in China’ he
tells us some of his experiences and ob-
servations during that journey. It is
certainly interesting to know what so dis-
tinguished a poet and educator thinks of
the great changes there.

*

My attention was drawn to the recent

‘trial of Pratt in South Africa. David

Beresford Pratt was charged with attempt-
ing to murder the South African Prime
Minister Hendrik Verwoerd at a farm
show last April. The other day he made

a long statement under oath, telling the

Supreme Court about his life and his
“fits of epilepsy’ and of the ‘immense
feeling of reliet’ he felt after the job.

At the time of the shooting, he said,
he had felt a ‘violent urge to shoot
apartheid, the stinking monster of apar-
theid which was gripping the throat of
South Africa and preventing South Africa
from achieving its rightful place among
nations. But I did not associate that with
the Prime Minister.’

Pratt said that on his return from Eu-
rope early this year he was ‘horrified at
the disintegration that had taken place
during the period I was away.” In March
the ‘position was tense and acute to a
fantastic degree. Then the emergency
regulations were passed and I felt—what
is left to stop the bottle bursting? When
I went to the show-grounds I slipped a
revolver into my pocket . . . From then
onwards you heard everything described.’

He was certainly very right in saying:
‘South Africa has got to come out of her
wilderness. She has a great and glorious
future waiting for her as long as she ob-
serves the basic laws of God and human
being which in the words of Mr Macmil-
lan is rule by merit and not by pigment
of skin.

‘South Africa has to throw off the
slimy snake of apartheid which is grasp-
ing her throat. Secondly, she has to stop
her policy of world isolation.’

Who’s the madman, by the way? Pratt
or Verwoerd?

*

Last month it was ‘Study Chinese
Steel.” This week they say ‘Study Chinese
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Textiles.” News like this keeps coming in
from England. The Sheffield College of
Technology has already decided to con-
sider starting a Chinese language course
for steel technologists. Now we hear
another voice urging British textile ex-
perts to follow up.

The Textile Mercury, organ of the
textile industry in UK., said recently in
an editorial :

The idea, we think, may be worthy of
consideration by the textile industry. China
is one of those nations about which we can-
not know too much these days . . . Econo-
mically she is a dark horse . .. China is
pressing ahead with industrial development
—and not saying very much that we can
rely on about her achievements. This may
well be due to the innate caution of the
Chinese character. Unlike the brash coun-
tries of the Western world she prefers to sit
tight until she can show actual achievements
to back her claims.

One thing is certain, China’s industrial
development is going on—fast. Since textile
manufacture is a basic industry of any country
we can be certain that it is playing a major
role in China’s bid for complete self-sufficien-
cy ... It may well be that in the future
Chinese textile technologists will present us
with astonishing developments.

Manchester might be wise to follow the ex-
ample of Sheffield in instituting some form
of tuition in Chinese technology, so that we
can at least understand what comes out of
the ‘mystic East.’

This is all very good. I only wish that
Chinese were a little easier for beginners.
In studying the language, steel, textiles,
etc., the students may also understand
gradually that the ‘mystic East’ is not
so mystic after all.

*

When I say that the Chinese language
is difficult for beginners, I don’t mean
that it is that difficult. The fact is, I
for one have many European friends who
have a very good knowledge of Chinese
and, only yesterday I learnt that a friend
in Vienna has taught himself to be an
excellent scholar of the Chinese language.
I have seen his calligraphy and it is very

good indeed. And he has never been
this side of Suez.

*

About a fortnight ago, The Bishop of
Llandaff, Dr Glyn Simon, speaking to
some 1,500 scientists attending the an-
nual meeting of the British Association
for the Advancement of Science, told
them that they could not evade moral
responsibility for the effects of their
‘horrific researches.” He asked: ‘Do
those of you working on H-bombs,
rockets, and new forms of germ warfare
really believe that your jobs are necessary?

Scientists must not be excused from
facing squarely the moral, ethical and
spiritual implications of some of their
activities—or from questioning the law-
fulness of engaging in work on atomic
missiles.’

Scientists, like other men, are subject
to moral law, he said. He did not con-
demn birth control. But he added:
‘When immense quantities of surplus
food are being thrown into the sea we
are faced with what is morally evil and
wrong. ‘Talk of birth control in such
circumstances becomes an insult to the
Almighty.’

I think I like this Bishop. But, what
a pity that he was addressing only scien-
tists.

When 1 turned over the newspaper
cutting, right at the back of the Bishop’s
story there was a report from Colorado
Springs with the headline: ‘Air War
Games Over America.” It reads: ‘War
planes took over the North American
skies for six hours early today with all
civilian aircraft grounded for the first
time during a period of peace . ..” The
exercise was planned by the Joint U.S.
Canadian defence organization.

There are far too many organizers of
‘war games.” They also might do well
to listen to Bishop Simon.

*

Last week a reader sent me this:

The deep-blue bay swarms with kaleidos-
copic activity. Small brown sampans and
big black junks skitter amid the marine traffic
like skidding water bugs. Everything about
Hong Kong seems analogous to some form
of animal life. When a freighter drops its
anchor into the flotsam-coated harbor, it is
immediately encircled by frantic sampans,
tenacious junks and determined barges, com-
peting to unload unknown products from
unknown ports. ‘The impression is that of
a giant beetle being devoured by ants.

and also the following:

Much of the population of Hong Kong
lives on the water. The small sampan is a
large family’s home. Chickens and ducks
hang in wicker cages over the water from
the stern of each tiny craft. A dog is tied
to the mast with a rope, along with younger
children. Chinese are born and die on their
boats. ‘The boy born on one sampan marries
a girl born on the sampan that floats beside
it.  The family dog of one breeds with the
dog of the other. And at night they all
bed down together in the boat that encom-
passes all their worldly possessions. But the
tourist will find that there is nothing ugly
about Hong Kong. - It is too basic to be
ugly.

What rubbish this is!

The two passages are from an article
in a recent issue of Esquire. Good
descriptive stuff. But, how patronizing.
‘Everything about Hong Kong seems
analogous to some form of animal life’—
whatever that might mean; and ‘too
basic to be ugly’? This sort of impres-
sionistic nonsense just won’t do. There
is great poverty in Hong Kong and we
know it; and there is ugliness that springs
from poverty. But poverty is no crime,
or is it?

¥*

Britain must have changed a lot these
days. We've already learnt something of
the changes from MMP in his charming
Travel Notes. But I am still rather sur-
prised to read what Atticus had to say
in The Sunday Times just arrived from
London.

In a very entertaining and informative
article, Atticus commented :

How American is Britain? Sometimes it
seems that we are rapidly becoming the fifty-
first State. We have 30,000 American citizens
living in Britain, not to mention the 80,000
U.S. servicemen stationed here and the 400,-
000 American tourists who visit us each year.
There are 2,200 million dollars of American
capital invested in Britain, and more than 400
American firms have set up business over
here. It has been estimated that every twelfth
working man in Britain is on an Anglo-
American pay-roll. It almost looks as though
soon we shall all, in the words of the war-time
song, be working for the Yankee Dollar.

According to Atticus, American soft
drinks, ‘Muzak’ (background music
scientifically piped in to match the time
of day and type of work), Hamburger
stands, stream-lined American business
methods, American jeans, Flying Me-
ringues (American cars), Ben Shah,
Jackson Pollock, bowling alleys, and so
on are all invading Britain from across
the Atlantic.

I knew something about this trend but
I had not realized that it is going so far.
A friend is just in from London and
I am waiting to hear his first-hand report.
It should be quite interesting.

Liu Pengju




ON MANY HORIZONS

The Generals and the Thief

A joint tomb for the seven main Japanese
war criminals executed after the Pacific War,
including General Tojo, war-time Premier, was
unveiled today in Aichi prefecture.

The granite tomb was built on Sanganesan
Hill at Hazu by a group of Japanese sympathisers
despite strong opposition.

Dr Ichiro Kiyose, President of the House of
Councillors and a member of the Japanese de-
fence panel for the defendants when they faced
the Allied Tribunal in Tokyo, wrote the inscrip-
tion on the tombstone, reading: ‘The tomb of
seven martyrs.’

Reuter, Tokyo, Aug. 16

Police have caught up with probably Japan’s
richest thief in years.

After living for the past five years on 23,200,
000 yen (about £30,000) he netted from a total
of 347 safe-cracking jobs, 34-year-old Hideyoshi
Mitsuyama, who was arrested on August 14,
confessed yesterday, police said.

Mitsuyama, arrested at Osaka’s Grand Hotel,
astounded police by declaring his only tools—
no matter how difficult the safe—were two
screw drivers and a torch.

AP, Tokyo, Aug. 24

Space Ship ‘Noah’s Ark’ Returns

Russia today launched its second space ship
containing experimental animals, including two
dogs, Tass News Agency reported.

The dogs were called Strelka (Little Arrow)
and Belka (Squirrel).

The four and half ton ship went into orbit
about 200 miles high and is now circling the
earth every 90.6 minutes, Tass said.

The main purpose of the launching is the
further development of a system to insure man’s
life and safety in space as well as his return
to earth.

The ship carries ‘a special radio transmitter
working on 19,995 megacycles, and radio-tele-
vision equipment to observe the condition of
the experimental animals and the work of all
other apparatus on board.

The cabin is equipped with all the essentials
for man’s future flight.

Reuter, Moscow, Aug. 19

The Russians brought their space-borne ‘Noah’s
Ark’ back to earth last night and the two dogs,
Strelka and Belka, and the other animals were
all reported doing well.

Both the 4%4-ton space ship and the capsule
with the animals on board, which had been
separated, were brought down in the planned
landing area. They landed only about six miles
off target, the Soviet news agency Tass said.

The space ship was orbiting 200 miles up,
and at a radio signal from earth was brought
safely down through the earth’s atmosphere as
it circled the earth for the 18th time.

Reuter, Moscow, Aug. 21

Socialised Medicine for Cuba

Ernesto (Che) Guevara, Argentine-born physi-
cian who heads Cuba’s National Bank, told a
medical meeting that doctors must get ready
for ‘the task of social medicine.’

His speech pointed the way toward socialised
medicine in Cuba.

“To serve the neighbour has more worth than
a good fee,,” Mr Guevara said. ‘The gratitude
of people is worth much more than all the gold
one can accumulate. We must therefore erase
the old concepts and begin getting closer and
closer to the people.’

AP, Havana, Aug. 21

Sino—Afghan Non-aggression Treaty

The ceremony of the treaty of friendship and
mutual non-aggression between the People’s Re-
public of China and the Kingdom of Afghan-
istan was held here this evening in Sadarat
Palace.

The treaty was signed at eight p.m. local
time by Chen Yi, Vice-Premier of the State
Council and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
People’s Republic of China, on behalf of China
and Sardar Mohammed Naim, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of
the Kingdom of Afghanistan, on behalf of
Afghanistan.

A joint communique of the two countries was
signed at the same time by Vice-Premier Chen
Yi and Deputy Minister Naim.

Report from Kabul, Aug. 26

On the Brink

Writing in the London Financial Times, able
MIT economist Paul A. Samuelson points out
that US unemployment continues at 5 percent
or more; ‘that even the optimists do not expect
us in the year ahead to reach anything like the
4 percent rate of real growth that is universally
admitted to be within our powers,” and that there
may be ‘a fundamental clash in the American
economy between the goal of high employment
and growth and the goal of price stability.’
According to all the old-fashioned methods of
business cycle forecasting (which may not be
applicable to the present situation), Samuelson
adds, ‘I should have to state . . . the evidence
is strong that we are now on the brink of a
recession, if indeed we have not been in one
since January.’

It is entertaining and educational to compare
Eisenhower’s rosy account to the enraptured
Republicans with the stories appearing daily in
the financial pages of decreased earnings, re-
duced steel production and declining markets,
and to note, too, the growing list of anti-reces-
sion actions by the Reserve Board and Federal
agencies to keep Eisenhower’s ‘unprecedented

prosperity’ from sagging any further.

from The New Republic,
Washington, Aug. 15

2,000-Year-Old Dwellings

Chinese archaeologists recently unearthed re-
mains of earthen and tiled houses more than
2,000 years old at a construction site of a water
conservancy project in Inner Mongolia.

According to the New China News Agency,
the houses were part of a settlement of about
1,000 square metres from the Warring States
Period (403 B.C.—221 B.C.) to the Han Dynasty
(206 B.C.~220 A.D.) located in an ancient city
in Liangcheng county of the autonomous region.

It is estimated that people of the Warring
States lived in these rectangular house, which
were excavated together with horses, sheep, lamps
and bowls.

Among other relics unearthed were iron farm
tools, weapons, bronze arrow-heads, pottery arti-
cles including earrings, bowls, ewers and other
articles of daily use.

The agency added that two kilns for manu-
facturing pottery ware were also found. One
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of the kilns was without roof but the original
form could still be made out.

Reuter, London, Aug. 30

[ 10,800,000 in Back Tax

The South Korean Finance Ministry today sent
notices to 24 wealthy Korean businessmen ask-
ing them to pay a total of 19,643 million Awan
(£10,800,000) in back tax and fines.

It was the first action taken by the Chang
Government against profiteers who had report-
edly accumulated fortunes during the Rhee ad-
ministration through tax dodging and other
irregular means.

Ministry sources said the men involved con-
trolled the 46 largest enterprises and 33 of them
had received United States economic aid funds.

Normally, back tax and fines must be paid
within a week.

The Ministry announced that ‘in view of
unusually large sums involved and of the im-
portance of their normal operation for Korea’s
economy, a special legislation will be introduced
to guarantee a sufficient mercy period for them
to raise cash.’

Reuter, Seoul, Sept. 1

Peking Opera in Canada

The Peking Opera arrived at Toronto for a six-
teen-day performance tour on September 3 from
Winnipeg, capital of Hanitoba Province.

The two performances given by the theatre
in Winnipeg were quite a hit in this fourth
largest city in Canada and were very enthusias-
tically received by the local theatre-goers and
Chinese residents there.

The visiting Peking Opera visited Stratford,
more than one hundred miles from Toronto, on
September 3 and saw Shakespeare’s ‘King John’
at the Stratford Shakespeare Festival.

The Chinese artists performed some scenes
from Peking operas and some musical items to
the artists of the festival.

Report from Toronto

President Toure Visits Peking

President Sekou Toure of Guinea arrived in
Peking by air this afternoon from Ulan Bator.

He was greeted by Chinese leaders including
the Head of State, Mr Liu Shao-chi, and Premier
Chou En-lai. He is the first African head of
state to visit Peking.

More than 10,000 people waving Chinese and
Guinean flags and chanting ‘Welcome President
Toure’ turned Peking airport into a sea of
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colours as the President’s Russian Ilyushin—18
plane landed.

Reuter, Peking, Sept. 10

Olympic Flame Dies

The 17th Olympiad, biggest of them all,
ended to-night when the Olympic flame was
extinguished, leaving Russia undisputed cham-
pions for the third games in a row.

Once again they topped the gold medals table
with 43 to the 34 of their closest rivals, the
United States.

Reuter, Rome, Sept. 11

Cholera Takes Heavy Toll in India

Cholera and gastro-enteritis took 6,498 lives in
the north Indian state of Uttar Pradesh in the
seven weeks ending September 3, officials an-
nounced here yesterday.

Nearly 18,000 people were affected by the
two diseases in the state.

Eighty-three persons have also been killed in
Uttar Pradesh by monsoon floors, bringing the
known flood death toll in India this season to
about 350.

Meanwhile reports from the south Indian state
of Anhdra Pradesh said officials there feared
famine following the failure of monsoon rains
this year.

Reuter, Lucknow, Sept. 13

Hurricane Havoc

Winds of nearly 100 m.p.h., violent rain, and
high tides hit New England as Hurricane Donna,
continuing on her path of destruction, swept up
the east coast of the United States. With warn-
ings from the United States Weather Bureau
that this may prove to be the most damaging
storm ever to strike New England, mass evacua-
tions were carried out along the shore area and
low-lying districts, and police, coastguard, fire
hospital, and Civil Defence services were stand-
ing by.

Since the hurricane struck the Leeward Is-
land last week, 128 people have been killed
and damage has been assessed at hundreds of
millions of dollars. The details are: Leeward
Islands—1 4 killed, heavy property damage, 2,700
homeless, hundreds injured. Puerto Rico—106
drowned, wide-spread damage. Florida—Eight
dead, damage $1,000 m., 27 counties declared
disaster areas.

from The Times, London, Sept. 15

Hillary to Climb Without Oxygen

Sir Edmund Hillary accompanied by four
New Zealand members of his Himalayan re-
search expedition passed through Sydney this
week on their way to India.

Other members from New Zealand, England
and Canada will join the group later.

They will spend nine months in Nepal car-
rying out physiological tests at high altitude
and searching for the Yeti, and will make an
attempt to climb Mount Makalu without oxy-
gen.

Sir Edmund is carrying with him his ‘Yeti’
gun which will shoot hypodermic syringes from
a distance of 50 yards which is guaranteed to
knock the Yeti right out. He said no European
has yet seen a Yeti, and what has been report-
ed is probably a red bear which walks on its
two hind legs, but this they hope to find out.
The expedition is being financed at a cost of
£57,860 by Field Enterprises Educational Cor-
poration, U.S. educational book publishers.

from China Mail, Hong Kong, Sept. 14

Cuba Recognises China

Cuba today announced the establishment of
diplomatic relations with Communist China.

The announcement came after a Cabinet ses-
sion in which the Prime Minister, Fidel Castro,
participated by long distance telephone from
New York, where he is attending the General
Assembly of the United Nations.

Cuba is the first nation in the Western Hemi-
sphere to recognise China. The Castro regime
had previously signed a trade pact with Peking.

The Castro regime also established diplomatic
relations with North Korea and voted into law
a commercial agreement with Yugoslavia.

AP, Havana, Sept. 24
‘Why Can’t We Shut Up . .. ?°

As a nation we certainly run off at the mouth.
Why can’t we shut up and make things at least
a little harder for our opponents?

CLARENCE JOHNSON,

designer of the U—2
‘All Our Girls are Girls’

Every one of our sixteen women athletes [at

the Olympic games] has produced a certificate

of sex, which is a condition of her entry. I am
quite certain that all our girls are girls.

Mary Awmies,

secretary,

British Women’s Amateur

Athletic Association

Transformation In China

Herbert Read

has taken place in China is not

yet known to the Western World.
Blinded by the prejudice that the word
‘communism’ always creates and misled
by deliberate misrepresentations that come
from the Left as well as from the Right,
it is difficult for anyone who has not been
to China to realize that within the year
1958-9 an entirely new form of social
organization came into existence in this
country—a form that owes little to the
Soviet pattern and that may for this reason
be of great significance to other parts of
the world.

My own observations were made in
China in the midst of the celebrations
of the tenth anniversary of the Liberation.
It was a great historical event for the
Chinese people, now so united and so
proud of their success. But the strength
of their feelings of unity and confidence
is a direct consequence of the transfor-
mation that has taken place since October
1958.

There are now rival claims to the honour
of being the first People’s Commune to
be established, but the general sequence
of events is not obscure. It was in the
province of Honan that a group of agri-
cultural producers’ co-operatives decided
to go a step further in socialist organiza-
tion, and on August 7th, 1958, published

the constitution ‘as reference material.’

THE nature of the revolution that

II

Their example was followed, first by one,
then by twenty, and then by hundreds
of localities, until by the beginning of
September thirty per cent of China’s
agricultural population was organized in
similar communes. A veritable ‘land-
slide’ followed and by the end of Sep-
tember ninety per cent of the peasant
population had formed communes. The
remainder of the co-operatives soon follow-
ed and by spring of 1959 all China’s five
hundred million peasants were organized
into 26,000 communes. Revision and
consolidation went on through most of
1959, but the situation is now stable with
24,000 communes and no exceptions €x-
cept the State farms, which account for
only one million of the five hundred
million peasants.

AT is a commune? First of all,

though it makes use of the Chinese
word that came into existence at the time
of the Paris Commune (gungshe), it is
not directly inspired by the communes
of the past: it is an original creation of
the Chinese people, produced inevitably
by their peculiar economic circumstances.
It has two characteristics which distin-
guish it fundamentally from the com-
munist organizations in other countries:
the spontaneity of its origins and the
autonomy of its proceedings. The Com-
munist Party of China did not create the




















































































