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LETTERS

THE VOICE OF THE EAST

I hasten to thank you for my copy of Eastern
Horizon and to tell you how much I like the
magazine. It is high time that the voice of the
East was heard, particularly in dialogue with
that of the West, you have certainly provided
a highly literary and entertaining vehicle, 1T
should like to enter a subscription immediately
for a year. . . .

Congratulations, and best wishes for the con-
tinued success of your venture.

Dororay BrirTon
Hayama,
Japan

SO WELL DONE?

Eastern Horizon arrived| Tt makes me want
to write for it; it is so well done.

Han Suvin
Bukit Panjang,
Singapore

FROM FABER AND FABER

Thank you for your letter of June r4th. I
was most interested to hear of the forthcoming
appearance of Eastern Horizon. We should
certainly like to send you suitable books for
review and our advertising manager has ex-
pressed interest in possible future advertising.
Would you be good enough to send us a speci-
men copy of the magazine as soon as one is
available? We should be glad to send you a
copy of our Autumn catalogue, but this will
not be ready several weeks yet.

AnN Faper
Faber & Faber, Lid.,
Russell Square,
London

FROM OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS

We were interested to learn of your new maga-
zine and thank you for sending us the circular
about it.

You might be interested in reviewing one of
our recent publications Shen Fu: Chapters from
a Floating Life, translated from the Chinese by
Shirley M. Black, and we will send this in the
next few days by parcel post.

I would be very much obliged if you could
send us a voucher copy of the first number of
your magazine.

NiGeL Sisson
Oxford University Press,
Warwick Square,
London

THE FIRST PERMANENT SUBSCRIBER

I received today your prospectus for Eastern
Horizon. 1 would like to compliment you on
the range of contributors you have succeeded
in drawing in, and also on the format of your
prospectus.

I am wondering whether it would be possible
for you to send to me the first issue by airmail,
and whether you would enter me on the list
of your permanent subscribers.

K. M. Bucaanawn
Victoria University of Wellington,
New Zealand

‘IT°S A FINE NO. I’

You have certainly graduated as an Editor, an
imaginative Editor too. It is a fine No. 1.
I wonder if any such review has ever come
out of Hong Kong. All that we now want
is a good long list of subscribers—‘we’ I say
because I have had the pleasure of being not far
away while you made your wide plans. No. 1
is peppered with misprints, but you have been
peppered with small shot about that matter, so
No. 2 will be immaculate. At least, in textual
correctness. I look forward to more Editorial
notes,—yours reminded me of the days when
I shared the office of John Middleton Murry,
and he struck out each week from the Chair,
paragraph-punching. My position as contributor
makes it difficult for me to congratulate you,
but I will even if you decide to—sack, fire,
drop, liquidate, promote, emancipate, &c.

Epmunp BLunpen
3 University Path,
Hong Kong

CONGRATULATIONS

Congratulations for fine achievement with 1st
number, though in my poem ‘Piccadilly” omit-
ted an ‘1.

Wone Man
London

HIGH LITERARY STANDARD

Thank you very much for sending three copies
of the Eastern Horizon to my office. I feel

that the opportunity of inspecting the first issue
of this Review has given me a much better idea
of its editorial policy and the literary standard
of its contents, than a mere letter would have.

The literary standard of Eastern Horizon is
very high indeed, and I hope most sincerely
that you will be able to maintain this excellent
standard indefinitely.

I was particularly interested to read your
Book Reviews, three of which referred to books
from our publishers (Hutchinson, Tuttle, Me-
thuen). . . .

I am getting together a collection of books
which I think might be suitable for review in
Egstern Horizon and it will be sent round to
you shortly.

Tromas M. Brass,
Proprietor,
M. Graham Brash & Son,
Publishers’ Representatives
Mirador Mansion,
Kowloon

ENJOYABLE

I thoroughly enjoyed Volume 1, Number 1, of
Eastern Horizon which I read from cover to
cover the week-end before last.

Dick ArTHUR
Chemistry Department,
Hong Kong University

‘THE LAUGHING CAMBODIANS’

Having read Volume 1, Number 1 of your
excellent new publication within two days of
returning from one of many trips to Cambodia,
I do not feel at all pretentious in challenging
some of the stuff and substance in Dr Han
Suyin’s ‘The Laughing Cambodians’ appearing
in your first issue. Possibly some of the errors
are merely typographical or the usual editorial
oversights accompanying the throes of growing
pains for any new publication, BUT I do feel
that the good doctor (many of whose writings
I have admired and cnjoyccg has let herself wide
open for criticism, as well as challenge of opin-
ion and ideological ideational concepts. It is
difficult to believe that this drum-beating and
torch-bearing for NEUTRALITY will greatly
assist increasing circulation of a publication dedi-
cated to the promotion of good-will between
East and West, although less than four para-
graphs the authoress has gotten in a many splen-
doured plug for her next forthcoming book!
(This is hucksterism of the first order.)

First, the demographical statistics are a bit at
fault and a million Cambodians cannot be over-
looked—the population is much closer to five
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than four million, Admittedly, since Cambodia’s
independence from France in 1953 relations
have improved between the French and the
Cambodians but one fails to see where ‘French
businessmen are coming en masse to Cambodia’

Han Suyin, as a Baedeker, is likewise some-
what at fault—airplanes not only enter Cambodia
from Bangkok, but from Saigon, Hong Kong
and other points as well. The proper names
for some of the lines, listed in error, are Royal
Air Cambodge and Thai International, and she
has completely overlooked Cathay Pacific and
Air Laos. But be that as it may, ’tis insignifi-
cant (I'm not in the airlines business) but it
makes for bad reporting|

Further, if this ‘afficinado’ of the Cambodians
desires to use a term ‘ancienne’ for the country
and it’s people, she should write ‘h’ as the
second letter, making it Khmer rather than
Kmer . ..

It is most interesting to note that our au-
thoritative authoress is honest enough to state
that she ‘spent happy days wandering around
Phnom Penh — mostly with French women
wEEEE (I11)  From this comes political astu-
teness?PPr P

G. A. HincrLey
Hong Kong

[Han Suvin writes: Iz was not my intention to
give a full list of airlines, but merely to indicate
the two chief airlines FROM BANGKOK, wused
by tourists to go to ANGKOR (Siemreap), but
not to catalogue all the airplanes going to and
through Cambodia. The number of Cambodians,
according to Prince Sthanouk himself, is ‘a little
over four million,” and who am I to contradict
him; perhaps Mr Hinckley is thinking of the
300,000 Chinese and the other 200,000 Malays,
Moys, ete. In fact, a correct census is not really
available, but if there are a million more laugh-
ing Cambodians than I thought, I'm very happy
about it.

As to the spelling of Khmer or Kmer, of
course it is a terrible mistake, much worse than,
for instance, the common mistake made by
famous correspondents of calling Mr Ngo Din
Diem, Mr Diem, a mistake, incidentally, often
found in big newspapers but which has never
been corrected yet. I am wvery happy to have
been corrected so quickly, and in future will
never drop my h’es again. I thank Mr Hinckley
for taking such trouble in picking at my article,
and hope ke will in the future show the same
eagerness towards my subsequent cffusions, in
Eastern Horizon or anywhere else.

As to Mr Hinckley’s views on neutralist
Cambodia, he may be interested in an article
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published in The Observer, London dated July 3,
1960, and written by Dennis Bloodworth, which
may enlighten him on what is happening in
Cambodia, and on the Prince’s universal popu-
larity in his own country.

That the French population of Cambodia has
doubled in the past five years is quite correct.
When I said 1 was walking in the streets with
Frenchwomen, I should have added: With
Frenchwomen and their Cambodian husbands
and Eurasian children. It is from such multi-
racial sources that one does get ‘both sides of
the picture. Of course I also made Cambodian
friends. 1 am astonished that Mr Hinckley
should undervalue the intelligence, perspicacity,
of these Frenchwomen, some of them doctors
and others teachers, who gave me valuable in-
sight into the way people really felt around
them.]

WARM GREETINGS FROM INDIA

I received your letter some time ago and im-
mediately airmailed a short story to you, but
had no time to write to you as I was busy
finishing a book and also constantly in and out
of Bombay. . . .

I greet your idea of the magazine most warmly
and cordially, and you can depend upon my best
cooperation. I hope your magazine will Toster
goodwill between our two countries on a cultural
plane.

K. A. Aszas
Philomena Lodge,
Bombay

FROM PACIFIC AFFAIRS

We have noted with interest the appearance
of your publication Eastern Horizon and look

forward to seeing the first issue. We would be
very glad to receive a sample copy for review
in our columns.

We are interested in receiving Eastern Horizon
regularly and wonder if you would be interested
in an exchange subscription arrangement where-
by you would receive copies of Pacific Affairs
and we would receive Eastern Horizon.

We hope to hear from you soon and mean-
while we wish you success with the new publi-
cation.

Ian F. Wirson,
Pacific Affairs
New York

EXCITING?

Herewith a subscription for the Morris family,
and another one for the Common Room at
Birkbeck College as a present.

I think this beginning volume most encour-
aging and exciting. If I have a general criticism
about content, etc., it is that it does not seem
that the magazine has yet fully decided what
it is out to concentrate upon. But this is some-
thing that one cannot deduce fully from only
one issue, Or even two or three. It is some-
thing that will develop clearly no doubt over
the first year or two. . . .

And I will try to encourage Stephen to let
you have something on Asians in Africa. He
was very interested indeed in the magazine
when it arrived yesterday, and said at once that
we really must become regular subscribers. . . .
Must stop. Time for the next feed. Serry,
Greetings from us both,

Bareara E. Warp
Daddon,
Bideford, Devon,
England

EASTERN DIARY

It is interesting to have found the fol-
lowing paragraph in the Editorial Com-
ments of an American weekly :

‘The modern fascination with intellectuals has
been clear in the West . . . and it is a fasci-
nation shared by African and Asian intellec-
tuals for whom the culture of Western Europe
has been both a model to copy and a focus
of hostility. Insecure in the face of European
culture, anxious lest their European educations
separate them from their people and national
traditions, eager to use the achievements of
Western civilization in laying the foundations
and building the scaffolding of their own
institutions, these “new intellectuals” not only
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continually call Europe’s “older” intellectuals
into question, but are continually calling them-
selves into question as well.”

Not surprising at all. But is it true?
And, who are they, these ‘new intellec-
tuals’?

Asia (and Africa) is changing very
rapidly. But Asians are NOT imitating.
They can’t afford to copy the ‘culture of
Western Europe’; for that won’t fit in
their own conditions. As Dr Joseph
Needham rightly said in “The Diologue
of Europe and Asia’: ‘It is common to
hear Westerners say that Asia and Africa
have merely copied the intellectual and
technical achievements of Europe. Euro-
peans, it is implied, bore the burden and
heat of the day in laying the foundations
of all the modern sciences, and now
Asians enter into the enjoyment of the
hard ground-work previously done. But
this historical perspective 1s wrong in
many ways. To learn to use modern
techniques is never mere copying . ..’
(Eastern Horizon, Vol. 1, No. I).

In modernizing, but not Europeanizing,
their institutions, Asians are in fact learning

a lot from the achievements and failures
of both East and West. The question
of “hostility” does not arise here.

*

In this issue of our young magazine
you will find an article from the scholarly
and entertaining pen of Prof Edmund
Blunden: ‘China in English Literature.’
As usual, it’s a lovely piece of prose.
And, we hope in the not so distant future
we’ll be able to present an article on
England in Chinese or Japanese literature.
That would be another interesting study
of what I'd like to call ‘ Literary Marriage.’

Prof Blunden’s suggestion of an an-
thology ‘doing justice to these observers,
pilgrims, even workers in China who set
down something of their tours on paper’
is certainly a splendid idea to be hailed
by many. Anybody interested?

%*

‘It is high time that the voice of the
East was heard, particularly in dialogue
with that of the West, and you have
certainly provided a highly literary and
entertaining vehicle.” So writes Miss
Dorothy Britton, the distinguished Eng-
lish composer in Japan, in her letter to
this office.  Very nice of her to say so.
It’s rather embarrassing of course, but
I like it. For her encouraging praise is
a challenge to our venture. If we could
in some way make the voice of the East
heard a little better, we would feel greatly
honoured.

Now, may I appeal here to all the
writers and artists in Asia for support?
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The most practical way to give your
support is to contribute. Your creative
work or articles will be the most eloquent
spokesmen for the East. You are the
Voice of the East. And this new maga-
zine will be always at your service.

3

One sultry evening last week, while
sitting on the veranda and turning over
casually some periodicals from America,
I came across a ‘ Dictionary of Diplomacy’
in the form of a letter in a June issue
of The Nation. It reads as follows:

Dear Sirs: In the belief that public evaluation
of recent events has been hindered by a lack
of clear definition of terms, the following
preliminary ones are offered pending further
reconnaissance

U-2: Airplane employed for peaceful weath-
er observation. Derivation: U-hoat, under-
water craft used for peaceful oceanography,
C.IQI4.

Altimeter: Weather instrument.

To misinterpret:  To believe something on
the day it is said.

Barometer: Weather instrument.
Bipartisanship: Doing two things at once.
Cf. ‘bi-lingual,” “by-focal,’ ‘by and by.’

Camera: Weather instrument.

Secrecy: National defense (Russian).

Silencer: Weather instrument.

Keeping the door open: A way of getting
what you want while appearing not to
want it. Cf. John Hay, ‘Open Door
Policy’; Lady Macbeth, ‘I hear a knock-
ing at the south entry; retire we to our
chamber; a little water clears us of this
deed. Get on your night-gown, lest occa-
sion call us, and show us to be watchers.’

Poison pin: Weather instrument.

Responsibility: Being the person who has to
make up a new story when silence is no
longer possible. Cf. Nathan Hale, ‘My
only regret is that I have but one lie to
give for my country.’

H-Bomb: Weather instrument.

Amos MARSDEN
Chicago, IlI.

Well, as you know, Mr Francis Gary
Powers, the U—2 pilot, pleaded guilty

last week in Moscow. It’s reported that
he ‘very much’ regretted his flight.
His only regret was that he had no lic
to give for his country, somebody would

say.

*

‘Pas d’élites, Pas d’ennuis.” (No edu-
cated people, no trouble.) This sounds
very much like Lao Tze. Doesn’t it?
Incidentally, this is a phrase, I was told,
which the Belgian governing circles con-
stantly use about the Congo.

To illustrate this strange attitude, I’d
like to remind you of a report on the
Congo by Mr Basil Davidson, an expert
on African affairs. In an analysis of the
Congolese situation published in the New
Statesman, London (23/7/60), he says:
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. there was never at any point a serious
and collective effort to treat the Congolese as
a natural and effective equal, and accept him
as such, This paternalism—this impregnable
condescension—was most clearly seen in the
field of education. Elementary schooling:
yes. Secondary schooling: well, perhaps . . .
though with a strong bias to the seminary.
But higher education? No! And above all,
not in Burope. Some years ago I was talking
about this to a Belgian friend who was for
many years a key executive of one of Belgium’s
biggest mining companies. Why, I asked him,
don’t you allow Congolese to study in Belgian
universities? He gave me a reply which real-
ly says everything, “I am entirely against
their coming here. The reason is that here
these Africans would be treated as friends—
whereas in the Congo they are not. They
would become a political nuisance . . .’

This is illuminating enough, I suppose.

#*

Just a few minutes ago a letter arrived
from London with the news that an Asian
Film Season will be opened tomorrow
at the National Film Theatre, London.

Part T of the Season, from August 23
to September 10, will present Films From

China. The programme is a very inter-:

esting one which includes: ‘New Story
of an Old Soldier, with Joris Ivens’
Early Spring ; Storm ; Water for Our Vil-
lage; A Survey of Chinese Film History ;
The Old Temple Bell; Victory on the
Water; The Shop of the Lin Family;
Woman’s Place; Film Records of the
Chinese Theatre; The Constant Beam ;
Circus Life; and Lin Tse-hsu (The
Opium War).

The second part of the Season will be
an Indian Week. The third part of the
Asian Season, from December 13 to 18,
will include new films from Hong Kong,
Indonesia, Korea, Mongolia, Pakistan,
Vietnam, and the Soviet Republics of
Tadjikistan and Uzbekistan. The fourth
part will be a Japanese film survey begin-
ning in January, 1961.
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On September 18 and 25, 1960, will
be shown a special programme of Asian
Dance Films, including films from China,
India, and Indonesia.

My friend added in a P.S.: ‘How I
wish you were here in London with me!”

*

To end the Diary of this month, let
me express our gratitude for all congra-
tulations and good wishes received on the
launching of this new magazine. My
hearty greetings to you all—readers, con-
tributors, and friends everywhere. Many
of you say it’s a good start. If so, all is
to be attributed to your most enthusiastic
support and co-operation for which my
colleagues and I will be always grateful.

Liu Pengju
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b)

HORIZON ronthty review

secks to present the best writing on Asia, with articles on Art,
History, Science, Archaeology, Philosophy, Literature, Theatre,
Music, Dance, Folklore, etc., as well as Poetry and Short Stories.

has specially invited many of the best known Eastern and Western
writers and scholars to give you their views on the great changes
in Asia.

is a popular cultural magazine designed to give the general reader
a comprehensive understanding of Asian life and culture; at the

same time it will provide stimulating reading for the expert.

aims to serve as a forum for an independent exchange of views—
and so contribute to a better appreciation of the fast developing
East with its divers cultures and peoples.

will be illustrated with drawings and photographs.

By subscribing to Eastern Horizon you obtain the first hand information

vital to everyone interested in goodwill between East and West.

ON MANY HORIZONS

British Art Exhibition in Peking

Several hundred Chinese, foreign diplomats and
guests to-day attended in Peking the opening of
the first exhibition of British painting held in
China.

Mr Chu Tu-nan, Chairman of the Chinese
Commission for Cultural Relations with Foreign
Countries, and Mr Michael Stewart, the British
Charge d’Affaires, were shown the display of
70 varied examples of British art in the past
70 years, The paintings range from Sargent
portraits to modern abstracts and include the
works of Graham Sutherland, Wilson Steel,
Walter Sickert and Augustus John. The crowd,
including many students, showed keen interest
in the works. The exhibition is due to remain
open about one month. It was in Shanghai
earlier for three weeks.

Reuter, Peking, July 19

Studying Chinese Steel

Research workers at SheffReld are to begin study-
ing Chinese in the autumn as part of a plan
to glean moré information about Communist
China’s rapidly growing steel industry. The
workers from steel concerns in the city begin
their studies in September at the local college
of technology.

The scheme has been introduced at the sug-
gestion of Mr Robert Sewell, information officer
at the Sheffield headquarters of the United Steel
Companies, Ltd.

Mr Sewell, who speaks French, German, and
Russian and can read six other languages, com-
mented: ‘Industry in Britain has learned a great
deal about China from first-hand reports and
material in Russian technical journals, But I
am convinced there is still a lot more valuable
information to be had if only more of our
technologists could understand Chinese. I am
convinced this is now essential to our industry.

‘In 10 years Communist China could become
one of our most serious competitors in steel. I
understand, for instance, that the Chinese now
have automatic blast furnaces which are bigger
and better than any in the United States. Some

of the Chinese open-hearth steel furnaces can
process Goo tons at a time, whereas our biggest
take 450 tons. Such facts as these make it
obvious that we must keep a close watch on
the Chinese, and this can only be done by expert
study of technical literature from China itself.’

from The Times, London

A Giant Turtle

A giant turtle, two metres long from head to
tail and weighing 300 kilos, was captured by
fishermen at Nhatrang, along the east coast of
South Victnam. Two turtles of nearly the same
size had been captured off the Vietnam coast
in 1957 and 1958 respectively. These giant
turtles belong to the ‘Dermochelys’ family.

AFP, Nhatrang, July 8

Who's the Liar?

Japan’s ruling Liberal-Democratic Party issued
a statement admitting that US RB—4% reconnais-
sance planes had flown to the American Air
Base at Yokota outside Tokyo. The admission
was at variance with what Mr Herter (the US
Secretary of State) made in Washington. Mr
Herter told a press conference that as far as he
knew the RB—47%’s had never been in Japan.
Opposition Socialists had charged that RB—44’s
were based at Yokota.

UPI, Tokyo

The World’s First Woman Premier

Mrs Sirimavo Bandaranaike, 44, was sworn in
on July 21 as Prime Minister of Ceylon—the
office held by her husband, Solomon, when he
was assassinated last September. Mrs Bandara-
naike became the world’s only woman prime
minister through the triumph of her Sri L_rmka
Freedom Party in the Ceylon general election.

Reuter, Colombo
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A Long Standing Effort

In what diplomats said was one of the mildest
statements heard from Chinese leaders in recent
years, Mr Chou En-lai declared to-night that
China stood for peaceful co-existence and pro-
posed a treaty, which would include America,
for setting up of a zone free of nuclear weapons
in Asia and the Western Pacific.

The Chinese Premier made the statement
during a surprise visit to the Swiss Embassy’s
National Day garden party. Mr Chou said:

‘Peaceful co-existence and good relations between

China and Switzerland were a good example

to all the world.’

‘To-day, there are in the world military blocs
such as SEATO which is hostile to China and
trying to encircle our country and poses a threat
to it, but we stand for peaceful co-existence,” he
added.

‘We have proposed the conclusion of a pact
for a non-nuclear zone in Asia and the Western
Pacific. This, of course, would include the
United States. This is a long standing effort
on our part, but we must persist in our efforts.
Some provocators have accused China of having
given up the policy of secking peaceful relations
with countries with different social systems.
These are slanders and not at all correct.’

Mr Chou said China had good relations with
her neighbours and was doing her best to achieve
peaceful co-existence ‘not only in Asia but in
Europe and in other parts of the world.’

Reuter, Peking, August 1

‘No’ Again?

The US State Department Monday brushed off a
Chinese Communist-proposed nuclear free zone
in Asia as ‘only another meaningless propaganda
gesture.” Press Officer Lincoln White com-
mented on a proposal Chinese Communist Pre-
mier Chou En-lai was reported to have made
at a Peking reception in honour of the Swiss
national holiday.

AP, Washington, August 1

The Very Sad Sergeant

The sergeant reported to his Commander-in-
Chief: ‘Your Majesty, Imperial Army sergeant
Tadashi Tto awfully reports to you. I have just
returned from duty.”

The sergeant was home after 16 years of
hiding in the jungles of Guam. The Com-
mander-in-Chief was Emperor Hirohito.

As did any faithful soldier of the Emperor,
Ito reported his return. 'This being done, he

wrote an open letter to Hirohito in the weekly
magazine Bunsho (which 15 years ago would
mean his death):

‘I have believed in your divinity, but I no
longer believe in you. It was your sole respon-
sibility to have waged a war which you never
had a chance to win. I feel very sad. I held
out in the jungles firmly believing that some
day the Japanese army would come to relieve

my duty. Why, why did Japan lose the war?’
UPI, Tokyo

Agreements Reached

The Chinese-Burmese Joint Boundary Commit-
tee held its second session in Peking from July
25 to August 1, and agreement satisfactory to
both delegations on three main questions were
reached: (1) Determining the extent of the areas
of Hpimaw, Gawlum and Kangfang to be re-
turned to Chinaj (2) Determining the extent
of the areas under the jurisdiction of the Panhung
and Panlao tribes to be turned over to China
in exchange for the Meng-Mao triangular area
(Namwan Associated Tract) of China; (3) Set-
tling the question of the boundary-line-intersected
villages on the ‘1941 Line’ in a fair and reason-
able manner.

The preparations for the boundary treaty will
be completed before the end of September 1960.

Report from Peking

Eight More New African Nations

Eight African nations in French West and
Equatorial Africa have proclaimed independence
in August. The Dahomey Republic became
independent on August 1, and the Niger on
August 3, Upper Volta on August 5, Ivory
Coast on August 7, Chad on August 11, (Cen-
tral) Congo on August 14, and Gabon on
August 17.

These countries are members of the ‘French
Community,” with a total area of 4,540,000
square kilometres and a population of more
than 15,600,000.

Report from Paris

Growing US Interest in HK

There are now about 220 American firms in
business in Hong Kong—against only 170 a
year ago and 50 six years ago. This is the
measure of the growing U.S. interest (in Hong
Kong).

from Far Eastern Economic Review,

Hong Kong-

Indonesian Rebels

A series of important conferences of representa-
tives of the so-called revolutionary movement
in Indonesia, who took part in the rebellion on
Sumatra and the Celebes, was held in Bangkok
at the end of April. The conferences, which
proved to be in fact a convention of Indonesian
rebels, were attended by rebel representatives
who escaped to Singapore, the Philippines and
the Netherlands. The names of Sumitro, Kawi-
larang and Barrow have been mentioned among
them. As revealed by local military circles, the
conferences were held under the auspices of
SEATO headquarters.

from Eastern World, London,
July 1960

Coup d’etat in Laos

A Revolutionary Committee, led by Commander
of the Laotian Second Paratroops Battalion,
Captain Kong Le, seized power at 3 a.m. on
August 9. The Committee announced that it
opposed foreign interference in Laotian internal
affairs and demanded that foreign troops be
driven out of Laos, foreign military bases in
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Laos be dismantled, the civil war be ended and
the government be reformed.

Report from Vientiane, Laos

U—2 Pilot on Trial

Francis Gary Powers, 31, the American U-2
pilot, was asked in a dramatic moment in the
spy trial here today if he thought his flight on
May 1 across the Soviet Union might ‘torpedo’
the East-West summit meeting which had been
called in Paris two weeks later.

Powers replied, “When I got orders for this
flight, I did not know what the date was. The
summit was very far from my mind.’

Asked if it did occur to him that such a
flight might proveke a conflict, Powers said,
“The people who sent me should think of these
things. My job was to carry out the order.’

Then Powers was asked if he regretted his
flight now. He replied, ‘Yes, very much.” He
sald he thought he had done the United States
‘a very ill service.’

He has pleaded guilty.
Reuter, Moscow, August 18




Social Changes In Asia

Han Suyin

HEN I was ten years old I went

\ X/ to school in Peking in a rickshaw,

a vehicle pulled by a running man.
In the winter I could see along the side-
walks big or small bundles of rags. They
were the dead bodies of men, women and
small babies, dead of cold and starvation.
There were many babies.

When I was a doctor in Hong Kong it
was my job to look after the emergencies
and accidents, people suddenly taken ill
but too poor to call a doctor, What I
remember best were the suicides. They
were brought in, mostly people who had
jumped in the sea because jumping in the
sea cost nothing. There were sometimes
five or six a day. These people killed
themselves not for love but because they
were dying anyway—dying of hunger.
Brought back to life they cried: Now I
shall have to die all over again.

A few weeks ago I was in Central India,
travelling by train through a region made
desolate by famine. Forty thousand peo-
Plc were dying of hunger, and relief was
inadequate. At every station hordes tried
to get on the train, which was already full,
running away from death to the big city.
But it was no use, for in the city they
lay about the streets, too weak to beg,
waiting for the mercy of death.

This is the fundamental, inescapable
fact which rules and destroys the lives of
millions today : hunger, death through
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hunger. 1In the United Nations Charter
are listed Four Freedoms, the first one
be_mg Freedom from Want; and without
this Freedom the others are nothing but
words written on the wind. It is true
that man lives not by bread alone, but
without bread he cannot live at all.

No wonder that in the face of this
overwhelming need Asian countries and
their peoples should clamour for change,
sometimes at what seems to you a heavy
price in personal liberty, but not so where
the only liberty left is that of death.

Rediscovery of Man

WHAT do Asians want? They want

freedom from want. Today’s Asians
no longer believe that this freedom will
be a gift of the gods, they know it
WIH: be a freedom made by man. ‘This
redllscovcry of man happened to Europe
during the Renaissance; it produced
science, and brought about the changed
WOI'I('i of the Industrial Revolution; to-
day it is leading man to the conquest
of the Universe. This same belief in
man’s right and his ability to master
his environment is strong in Asia today.
Disease, ignorance, want, can be con-
quered by the collective, united efforts
of human beings working together for
the good of all. This is the tremendous
change in thought which has occurred,
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and it cannot be stopped. Asia is under-
going, four centuries later, its own Re-
naissance, its own industrial and technical
revolution ; and the only difference today
between the countries of Asia is in the
speed with which this process occurs, the
methods used to achieve this aim, and
the results obtained.

The more I travel the more I realize
that the fundamental differences between
Asian countries today are not political.
To divide the world into communist
and anti-communist faiths is to obscure
realities, not to explain the monstrous
necessity which drives men into action.
The differences are in speed and method
towards a common aim: food, shelter,
social security, a living wage, social justice,
education ; what man wants everywhere,
what millions in the West have got, what
millions in the East have not. In Asia
today whichever country or nation is
going to achieve this basic social security
within the next twenty years of the greatest
number of its people, is likely to set the
pattern for others. Not a pattern to imi-
tate exactly, but a frame of reference,
powerful because successful.

Here the division between technical,
economic and social progress is arbitrary.
Better tools and equipment, improved
methods of cultivation, are both the cause
and effect of higher standards of living;
advances in literacy and hygiene create
further demands for commodities. All
advances are cumulative, each tending to
reinforce the other. Ideas and concrete
factors go hand in hand and mutually
interact upon each other. Progress is its
own motive for progress.

In this enormous revolution of Asia the
fundamental relationships of the person
also change. There is sometimes concern
in the West over what happens to the
traditional Asian big family in such
countries as China, where the Asian revo-
lution has assumed its most extreme form
in speed and collective effort. I think
such fears as groundless as when expressed
about Russia ten or fifteen years ago. As
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in Europe, the patriarchal, clan family,
in which all members functioned as units
in a collective, now consists of the parents
and their direct products, the children,
and these only up to a certain age. The
kindergarten, boarding school and uni-
versity take on educational and parental
functions to release adults for other work
in the social group to which they belong.
Of course feudal, big family, joint families
or clans, still exist in many Asian coun-
tries, but they are getting less viable and
the smaller unit is taking over every-
where.

It is incorrect to state that in China
children are being taken away from their
parents. On the contrary, after an initial
period (as in Russia) of over-emphasis on
institution life, every effort is now made
to induce parents with children at the
kindergartens to take them back at week-
ends and every night, and a home life,
with separate housing for each family, is
guaranteed by law. In the West this
process of family fragmentation has hap-
pened slowly, and has come to be regarded
as ‘natural evolution.” In China it is the
speed and scientific blueprint approach
which is so much in evidence, with
changes telescoping into each other at
an accelerated tempo.

Woman's Place in Asia

THE problem of the relations between
the sexes, woman’s place in relation
to man, appears to me governed by
economics more than we dare to acknow-
ledge. Equality of the sexes, emancipation
of woman . . . are ideas which have be-
come acceptable both in East and West for
the last fifty years. But many Westerners
still feel that ‘woman’s place is in the
home,” if no longer entirely true in the
West, should be the slogan of the East.
The facts are different. For a certain
minority, the middle and upper class,
leisure, in the guise of non-participation
in work outside the house and the family,
was regarded as befitting women, though




14

it is not certain that this was truly leisure.
Certainly the modern unpaid housewife,
always on the go, toils harder without
servants in her modern home today, than
her grandmother did fifty years ago when
servants were plentiful. Both in the Fast
and West woman became an object, a
property acquired, her adorned idleness a
way of reinforcing her owner’s ego and
economic importance. But everywhere
in the world the majority of women of
what was once called the lower classes
have always worked, in factories, in fields,
side by side with men : housekcepcrs,
family-makers, breeders of children and
income earners all at once. The Industrial
Revolution in Europe had quite as many
women and children working in its fac-
tories as men, because women and young
children have always been paid less for
their labour. In my journeys through
Asia the outstanding fact to me is woman-
labour, although unlike the Industrial
Revolution in Europe child-labour seems
frowned upon and condemned in most
countries of Asia, [ recently visited an
iron mine in India with many thousands
of workers: more than half were women
paid at twelve annas, which is fifteen
Canadian cents, a day, while the men
were getting twenty-five cents a day.
Even in certain countries where there
are religious taboos against women (in-
cluding religion-sanctioned polygamy), it
has been a matter of course to write into
constitutions equal rights for man and
woman, and to give some measure of
legal protection to the mother and child.
Women not only have the vote, they are
often asked to vote by politicians. In
Malaya, for instance, women in the small
villages sometimes walked for two days
to get to the polling booths to vote. In
Nepal, that little kingdom at the foot of
the Himalayas, whole families last year
in the first election ever held spent a
week walking to reach the polling sta-
tions, as if they were going on religious
pilgrimage. But even if equality in law
is achieved, there are often slips due to
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tradition, prejudices or religion.

_ In China the new marriage law passed
m 1953 provided that in cases where
coercion had been used to force a girl
into marriage, the wives could appeal to
the courts and obtain a divorce. This
was followed by a spate of suicides amon

men : not young people, but the middle-
aged group, the round-about-forties, whose
wives left them, thus causing these un-
happy husbands an irrecoverable loss of
face. A grim retribution for the good
old days when often the only protest a
wife had against ill treatment was to
hang herself at the door of the house to
curse it for ever. But the suicides led
the government to modify the marriage
Iaw, and now divorce is difficult to ob-
tain in China. The marriage law also
established monogamy; this also created
problems when 2 husband, faced with
five or six wives to all of whom he
professed equal devotion, had to choose
one and let the others go. The establish-
ment of some sort of Marriage Counsel
Bureau in the People’s Courts, where each
individual problem was discussed over and
over, was brought in to smoothen the ap-
plication of this law. In other countries
of Asia polygamy still exists, and there
is often the complex situation of a wife
becoming a lawyer, doctor or even Minis-
ter in Government, but at home having
to share her husband with a couple of
other women.

Backpone Folk of Asia

IN the direction of equality, monogamy,

equal pay and opportunity and edu-
cation for women, no country in Asia
has gone as far as China has, or in a
shorter time. This works at all levels of
society. With the new release of woman
for productive work, tasks once considered
feminine because they were menial must
be taken over by organizations, such as
canteens, laundries, department stores for
consumer goods. In many Asian coun-
tries these facilities now exist and function
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round new industrial and technical pro-
jects in large cities. In China, however,
where the structure of the state gears
everything to the majority working class,
the peasant eighty per cent of the popu-
lation, canteens, homes for the aged,
welfare centres, kindergartens, schools,
hospitals, must be made to function in
the countryside, and the tendency to
accumulate these facilities in big cities
only must be resisted. This is one of
the factors which, along with the need
for large aggregates of manpower for the
accomplishment of big scale projects, has
shaped and brought to function the com-
mune in China today, of which I will
discuss now.

But first a few words about the Asian
peasant, the eighty per cent backbone
folk of Asia. The Marxist idea of the
industrial worker being the ‘working
class’ par excellence is not applicable to
Asia, because in Asia it is not a fact:
the term ‘working class’ still means the
worker on the soil rather than the indus-
trial worker. This concept was developed
by Mao Tse-tung, the leader of China,
and is of tremendous importance; it has
changed the aspect of the industrial re-
volution in Asia. The peasant masses,
not the factory workers, are the backbone
of the Chinese revolution, and remain
its mainstay. Social progress must begin
with the farmer, must go on in the
countryside, must never forget the coun-
tryside, and from the countryside proceed
to the towns, rather than the other way
round. This is the reasoning followed
in China today, and the much criticized
commune is its concrete embodiment.

The aim of the commune (of which
there are twenty-six thousand in China)
seeks to abolish the gap between town
and country, between the peasantry and
the beginning industrial worker, to pro-
vide a smooth switchover from peasant
to mechanic, from the skilled tiller of
soil to the skilled factory man. In the
industrialization of Asian countries em-
phasis on heavy industry and its workers
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is apt to be done, as it was in Russia, at
the expense of the agricultural proletariat.
The object of the Chinese commune is
to create the many-sided social organism
whereby the agricultural worker begins to
feel, think and act as industrial workers
do, whereby the product of labour in the
field is brought at a par with the product
of labour in a factory, whereby there can
be interchange, understanding and co-
operation between the peasant in the field
and the worker in the factories. Perhaps
it is a Utopia, but only time can tell.

Mechanization without Machines

THE effect of the commune is to

carry out large scale projects, sqch
as dam building, afforestation, killing
of insect pests, improved methods of
planting, and cattle and pig breeding,
on a scale which individual farms or co-
operatives would not be able to carry out,
mobilizing large groups of people for
such enterprises which otherwise would
be impossible without advanced mechani-
zation. To achieve the concrete results
of mechanization without machines is
only possible when, instead of machinery,
there is a large reservoir of man-labour
available. A lot of moral indignation
has been cast upon this way of doing
things, and certainly it does imply disci-
pline and regimentation, not of hundreds
but of millions. But there is also a great
sense of togetherness, of participation,
achievement and triumph over difficulties.
I, for one, would prefer to see social se-
curity achieved without the harshness, the
iron control and the continuous effort
which strains China’s people today. The
question for all Asia is: how else can it
be done?

It is yet too early to say whether the
communes will be entirely successful. In
their short life a number of modifications
have been brought in, because the first
blueprint was impossibly Utopian and
there was strong criticism in China. It
is certain that there are and will be for
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years problems, teething troubles, diffi-
culties, bottle-necks, for the whole country
is still in total ferment and experiment.
Suppleness in agricultural policies must
remain the keynote.

One question asked is: what are the
reasons for the comparative lack of resis-
tance, the ease with which co-operatives,
then communes, were received by the
Chinese peasant, as compared to the
stubborn resistance to collectivization still
going on in other parts of the world?

One of the emotional reasons, it seems
to me, is the enthusiasm of women in
China for the new social system. Perhaps
because, like the landless peasant, woman
has been the oppressed class, she finds a
new sense of liberation and an unfolding
of potentialities now which were never
within her reach before; and just as the
Malay or Nepalese women will walk days
to vote, Chinese women are strongly in
favour of the new order.

A recurrent complaint of Western
correspondents in their tornado tours
of China is the domineering aspect of
women there. Chinese women, they say,
are now unfeminine and badly dressed.
This is true, but I hope temporary.
Already in Peking last sammer fashion
shows are being held in department
stores, and I for one devoutly hope that
the day will come when, freedom from
want being conquered, freedom in put-
ting the waist or hem line just where they
please may also be achieved by Chinese
women.

Besides the enthusiasm of women,
there are other reasons: the smallness
of the rich landowning class compared
to the poor peasantry; the fact that in
China both the army ‘and the communist
party derive an overwhelming majority
of their numbers from the peasantry
(the communist army has always prac-
tised the policy of "helping the "peasant
gather in the harvest); the fact that al-
ways and at all times efforts were made
to win over by persuasion and indoctri-
nation the small landowner and capitalist,
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rather than by extermination ; and finally
that, where education of the young is
concerned, no distinction is made between
children of the erstwhile exploiting classes
(so-called) and the exploited. In some
other communist countries (I am told by
well informed sources) there is still dis.
crimination in education against the chil-
dren of former capitalists, but this is not
practised in China.

Manual and Mental Labour

IN the attempt to break down the

barrier between city and countryside,
between peasant and industrial worker,
China is now operating another social
experiment: the break down of the dis-
crimination against manual work in favour
of mental work.

All societies in the world have a tenden-
¢y to consider manual labour undignified,
repulsive, degrating, as opposed to intel-
lectual pursuits. People who toil physically
are regarded as lower in intellect and the
social scale than those who use their brains.
The man who sits behind a desk and
wields a rubber stamp is at an advantage
over the man who walks behind a plough.
In China the lettered man, the mandarin,
lorded it over all others. It became an
indignity to do anything with one’s hands
except painting or calligraphy.

In Furope too this aspect of work
prevailed, a snobbery which has not dis-
appeared, in spite of the Industrial Revo-
lution. As Sir Charles Snow said recently
(he is both a scientist and a novelist), it
is a fashion of Western intellectuals to
scorn the gains of industrialization, and
to look upon practitioners of applied
sciences, as distinguished from pure scien-
tists, as second-rate minds.

This looking down also falls upon
craftsmanship (except when dignified as
Art). It becomes foolish and dangerous
in an Asia beginning to be industrialized,
because it means that manual work con-
nected with the assembly and use of
machinery is left in the hands of people *
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looked upon as only capable of mcni.al
work, who therefore have no pride in
their work, and are not even adequately
paid. This divorce between brain work
and the technical side makes for incom-
petence, waste and unrealistic muddle.
In Europe and America people grow up
with machines round them ; any American
child plays with machine toys from the
toddler stage. This must also happen in
Asia, where engincers, technicians, agro-
nomists, doctors, are needed on a vast
scale. It can only happen when pc;ople
think becoming farmers or mcchanlc_s a
fine thing, instead of merely studying
books which have nothing to do with the
realities they grapple with, then drifting
into unemployment in the big cities.

The aim in China, where everything
is planned and blueprinted to a degrcc
almost impossible to imagine, is to bring
mental and manual labour on a more
equal basis. Education must be also the
learning of techniques, agricultural and
industrial, so that the same person can
be a bachelor of arts, able to look after
pigs, drive a bus or repair a motorcar.
Thus fifty thousand students, intellectuals,
professors in universities, constructed a
dam for water near Peking the year
before last (1958), completing the work
in a hundred and forty-eight days by
giving each two wecks of labour to this
project. No machinery was used. I saw
afterwards several of them, all pleased
as boy scouts at having thus proved them-
selves capable of ‘roughing it.’

In other countries of Asia we find
thousands of university graduates perfect-
ly willing to sit behind a desk and look
on while other men toil; but the idea
of dirtying their own hands along with
workers, shoulder to shoulder, is not only
unpleasant but revolting. In_ China all
university students are required to do
manual work in factory or field for part
of the year. _

I wonder sometimes whether this Uto-
pian scheme, this return to a primitive,
Golden Age type of communism, can
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succeed. This tendency to prefer a desk
and a rubber stamp is very strong. It
is shown sometimes by the very people
who made the Revolution, 7.e., the com-
munist cadres. Time and again the cadres
have had to be shaken up and sent down
to do a bit of manual work in the country
because they were committing the fa_ult
of all bureaucrats, commandism (which
is sitting behind a desk and giving orders),
shirking work in the villages in order' to
congregate in city offices to sit behind
desks. In the last two years an intensive
drive has sent back to the countryside
for agricultural work, varying from two
weeks to six months up to three years,
sixty per cent of the communist cadres,
and even Cabinet Ministers have had
spells of four weeks each at da.m building.
This policy, say the communists, restores
the dignity of labour, destroys t}_le delu-
sion that book learning alone will solve
problems, brings intellectuals into contact
with the actual practical aspects of the
problems they discuss. But it is alsoia
shrewd policy to keep the government in
close touch with the people in the coun-
tryside and to control the young by
employing them on fall‘ms during the
holidays instead of letting them roam
about. Certainly it makes for very little
leisure for the individual in China today.

SgJeed : the Most Important Factor

have tried to give here an idc-a of
I the Industrial Revolution of Asia, 1111'13—
trating from China not because I admire
everything that is done there, bu't because
it is the country that is changing most
rapidly. The most important single factor
of the Industrial Revolution of Asia is its
accelleration, when we compare it to the
Industrial Revolution of the West. That
one took its time; this one is in a hurry.
That one happened half unconsciously, so
that some of its man-made dcvclopmcqts
appeared natural or God-made. But in
this one there is a total and ever-present
awareness that the future is just round
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the corner and can be shaped by the
present, that the means of determining
future prosperity depend upon the work
done today, the development of national
resources by the people themselves, by
their own efforts. The sooner this speed,
this hurry, is recognized as legitimate,
the quicker will adjustments be made to

veloping in the West. The majority of
Western peoples are more keenly aware,
more concerned, feel more involved and o b b b H
full of goodwill, sympathy, and desire to = 1|M:
understand and to help others towards Il !{ l( ,
sccurity and happiness, than at any other :

time in history. For an Asian not to

mention this growing sense of kinship
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needs; the sooner can we all, East and
West, go forward together towards a
world of co-existent prosperity and peace.

Let me now end with a few words

about the 'West.
By and large a new attitude is de-

would be ingratitude and distortion.

Pockets of stupidity remain, doing
harm out of all proportion to their size
or importance. But the fund of mutual
understanding and plain goodwill grows
slowly.

A HONG KONG ALBUM

Day and Night in Hong Kong as photographe d by Chan Chik

RIGHT: Queen's Road, Central—the bank district where
you come across all the Hongkongites and tourists, jostling,
bargéining, window-shopping or just hurrying to get away from
it all along one of the most crowded pavements in the world




One of thousands of back alleys
—narrow, noisy but full of life

On the waterfront

Race Course—Happy Valley

Star Ferry car park




The roofs of Hong Kong
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Open-atr food stalls under
the shadow of skyscrapers



































































