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ZINC WORKS OF THE NAMPO REFINERY
OPENED

Photo by Kim Eun Joo

The war-damaged zinc works of the Na
wash put into commission on August lol.npo S
thT e works has been rehabilitated and expanded
anks to the patriotic labour struggle of our work-
ers as well as to the help rendered by the Soviet
specialists. The restoration of the works was carried
out with a part of the Soviet people’s one billion
ruble gift to the Korean peaple,
hThe new works is equipped with up-to-date ma-
chinery along with the health establishments and
safety devices. Its production capacity is three times
.as _great as that under the Japanese rule.
Expansion work will continue, and by 1958 the
works will double in size compared with the present.
Present at the opening ceremony were: Premier
Kim Il Sung, Vice-Premier Jung ¥I Ryong, Vice-
Premier Jung Joon Taik, Minister of Metal Industry
Kang Yung Chang and other leaders of the Party,
Government and social organizations.

Photos: ‘ -

Above — Premier Kim Il Sung cutting the tape at
: the ceremony

Below — A view of the zinc works
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Elections Crowned with Victory

T HE elections to the D.P.R.K. Supreme People’s Assem-
bly on August 27 were a brilliant victory for the Ko-
rean people. h e

According to the announcement released by the Central
Election Committee, 99.99 per cent of the electorate went
to the polls and 99.92 per cent of them voted for the candi-
dates registered in the respective constituencies.

DEMONSTRATION OF SOLID UNITY

The elections were of great historic significance for the
further strengthening of the people’s power which the Ko-
rean people founded at their own will and defended with
their blood from the invasion of the enemy, as well as for
the promotion of the peaceful unification of the country and
the socialist construction in the northern part of the coun-
try, which are the immediate tasks of the revolution in
Korea.

No wonder, therefore, electors vied with each other in
going to the polls, and voted for the candidates they had
nominated, thereby once again demonstrating the unity and
solidarity of the Party, Government and the people.

Great enthusiasm and unanimity marked the election
day throughout the country. Towns and villages were gaily
bedecked, and merry crowds of people were seen every-
where. Festivity was in the air!

In Sub-constituency No. 8 of Sadong, Pyongyang, voters
came to the polling station early in the morning. Some
one thousand voters, all in their holiday best, were
waiting in line at 6 a.m., the time when voting was to begin.
Voting proceeded in a gay atmosphere: outside the polling
station people were singing and dancing to celebrate the
occasion. The voting was all finished by 10:40.

In the Moonduk Constituency, the electorate showed -
their high political enthusiasm. Here all the voters went
to the polls, and all of them voted in favor of the candi-
date, Premier Kim Il Sung.

The Moonduk Constituency was not the only place where
people displayed their high political enthusiasm. Every-
where in the northern part of the country, towns, farm vil-
lages, fishing villages, out-of-the-way places, people de-
monstrated their complete confidence in the Workers’ Party
and the people’s government. A. Stroganov, a member of

" the Soviet Journalist Delegation which was then visiting

Korea, wrote in his article:
“We Soviet journalists saw Anjoo coal miners and
people in Moonduk County going to the polls to
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elect Premier Kim Il Sung, their faces beam-
ing with joy; we witnessed how unanimously
the voters in East Pyongyang cast their votes
for 25-year-old girl weaver Joo Byong Sun,
and the volers in Soonchun County elected
Yeun Chi 11, manager of the Samryong Agri- -
coltural Co-op... Everywhere we went we
g?ll.:llg see enhanced political enthusiasm of the
b ;_1:39[ socialism. They are all heroes and .
Mr. Kenzo Saikawa, head of the J
Ec‘?npmic Mission then visiting Koreilpasnaeisd%
First of all, I was struck by the free and
gay atmosphere_ of today’s elections. I visit-
ed several polling stations. The elections in
Korea were fully democratic. Candidates were
a:munated through public discussions and
- e voters had full understanding of the signi-
the_ance of their elections. It was, I think, for
: Is;( reason that the voters enthusiastically
00K part in the elections.” He went on, “In
every polling station we visited, we were kind-
}; received. We were so moved that we join-
e Am the dancing with the Korean voters.”
. All the voters, singing their freedom with
.]lpg and pride of being the -citizens of the
tlhes‘f_l‘_a_ted orea, took part in the elections o
Iill-'e s;l;ire%g st;altesorgan. ' o]
r Kim ung and other atri-
ots representing all soga! strata in 20{3- 23:12

t
s?;n Er]t;::e elected .to the Suprgme P-eople’s_ As-

TRIUMPH OF PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY

The victor
cent electio
The firm

y of the Korean people in the re-
rﬁ;;s 0{1 gcll;eat signiﬁ%ance. e
A and the great vitality of th
ﬁﬁ?f.les power as well as the indesgrl?ctiblg
! y and might of the Korean people united
closely around the C.C. of the Workers’ Party

of Korea and the Governm '
G ent of the D.P.R.

- headed by Premier Kim 11 Sung tzverila:) oRﬁI§é
again demonstrated. |

ﬁésTht% vi;:tgry in the recent elections signi-
system“3 wlillili:rlfl"p:or?sftiggi ptnjc?lple;s S
: C es the foundati
;hét:) pi;;ma:gltg ta.?t;:l solidari_‘g_y' of the I&g?eaorf
'demon’s TR e same tm‘lg, it serves fo
demo,c_rég.e the superiority of the socialist
For some time the pe all -
_For 1me the people all over th -
hrgc{::a_d strenuously striven for i‘ncrea'sic? (]).'Jlll'g~
: ion and economization with their en
anced patriotic awakening. i
This testifies to the fact that ops
._power, based on the firm worker-pe

i

people’s
peasant al-

A

liance, maintains bonds of kinship with the
people from whom it derives its inexhausti-
ble might. At each stage in its progress, the
people’s power has met with credit the aspi-
ration and desire of the masses of people.
.réaGreat changes are now taking place in Ko-
Only twelve years ago, the Korean people.
deprived .of their sovereignty, were in a
state of slavery. In the colonial, semi-feudal

society, poverty and non-rights were forced
upon them.

But now the Korean people are the mas-
ters of their land. They live in a prosperous

socialist society, enjoying freedom and a
happy life.

Were it not for the people’s power, the
Korean people would beyond all doubt be
living like slaves.

Ho Chang: Sun, a citizen of Kaesong with
his 30 years' career as a worker under the
Japanese imperialist and Syngman Rhee rule,
loo};ng back on those grim years, said:

“Now I'm living a worthy life i i 1=
.derful sociely. Today, on yelec(ii(l)[:‘! tlél:ngm
even more firmly convinced that tomorrow
will be still happier. 'm determined to do
wh_atevqr I can to support the people’s power.”

In this way, through the elections the Ko-
Egan people displayed to the full their affec-
Jon for the people’s power and the people’s
emocratic system and their determination to
defend them. '

Victory in the recent elections also
slg’mﬁes a triumph for the policy of the Wgrk-
fﬁi ngrg Kcof I'}{lqrea and the Government of
= peoblé-; - Which enjoys the full support of

In the post-war days, for example, the peo-
ple have positively implemented fge f)asicpline
of_fhe Workers” Party of Korea for the pri-
?tll'_l y growth of heavy industry along with

e rapid development of lighf industry and
agriculture. As a result, the living standard
of JFtt;le people, which had greatly deteriorated
}nt e war, has been improved considerably
1{1{1 he slg.ort space of time following the truce.
dea_vy industry, which suffered the worst
flz=n'n_ag.e in the war, has been rebuilt, and the

rm foundation for the all-round development
of Korea’s national economy has been laid.

The industry in the n
Sk . orthern part of the
country, now f ey
s .SE'lf-Suppiortilr-E:. from. colonial depen_dence,

The policy in relation to the rapid progress
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of agriculture and agricultural co-opération
has also borne fruit.

Agricultural output has already exceeded
by far the pre-liberation level, and the pre-

war harvest record was already broken.

As for the agricultural co-operatives, by the
end of June this year, 85,5 per cent of the
total peasant households were embraced
in the agricultural co-operatives.

The status of Korean peasants has under-
gone marked change — from private tillers
to the glorious co-op members, namely, so-
cialist labourers.

THE BRIGHT MORROW

In four to five years, Korea will be chang-
ed into a developed industrial-agricultural
country. By that time the question of cloth-
ing, food and dwelling will be solved.

During the period of the First Five-Year
Plan, which started this year, in the north-
ern part of the country, itis envisaged
that the annual output of power will reach
0.5 billion k.w.h.; coal, ten million tons; ce-
ment, over two million tons; chemical fer-
tilizer, over 600,000 tons; grain, over 3.7 mil-
lion tons: fish catch, over 600,000 tons; and
every person will get seventeen metres
of cloth a year. Housing construction will
also be carried on on a large scale. More than
200.000 modern dwelling houses will be
built in the rural areas.

Korean working people, looking forward to
the bright morrow, are now engaged in the
successiul implementation of their tasks of
the first year of the_current Five-Year Plan,
Production targets set in the beginning of
the year are already beaten in many bran-
ches.

In the meanwhile, thanks to the correct
policy of the Party and the Government with
regard to sciences, literature and art, Korea’s
sciences, national culture and arts are efflo-
Tescing. :

Now gigantic headway towards socialism
is being made in all fields of the Korean peo-
ple’s life.

Through their experience the Korean peo-
ple are convinced that the Workers’ Party of
Korea and the people’s power are the ardent
champions of their vital interests and the
inspirers of their struggle for peace and a
happy life. :

At the employees’ meeting at the Hwanghai
Tron Works called on August 31 to celebrate
the victory in the recent elections; a stove-
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seétter Jang Soo Yong said:

“My experience in every-day life has con-
vinced me that the Workers' Party of Korea
and the people's power are leading the peo-
ple to a bright future, and that the more
we sirengthen the people’s power the happier
will be our life. I'm proud of my happy life
today... All the workers are provided by the
people’s power with every opportunity to
jearn while working for a better life. We are
promised a still brighter tomorrow. All of
us workers will work ever harder for in-
creased production.”

As was confirmed in the recent elections,
the unity of the Party, Government and peo-
ple is firm and unbreakable. The unity and
solidarity of the Korean people are derived
from the community of their interests. More-
over, unity and solidarity have been further
consolidated in the struggle against the
enemy at home and abroad, against all
shades of the old and degenerated which at-
tempted to impede the advance of the people.
No force whatever would undermine the unity
of the people.

The American imperialists and the Syng-
man Rhee clique continue to scheme to pro-
voke another war in Korea with their aim of
enslaving the Korean people. But whatever
manoeuvre they may resort to, they cannot
irighten the Korean people who defeated the
armed invasion of the American imperialists
in the Korean war. The Korean people who
are firmly united are ready to smash every

intrigue of the enemy.
& W

*

The domestic and international situation
at present is developing in our favor.

Rapid progress of productive forces in our
country, the further strengthening of politi-
cal-moral unity of the Korean people, the rise
of anti-American and anti-Syngman Rhee
tone in South Korea, and aggravation of the
crisis of colonial rule — all this indicates
that the revolutionary tide in Korea are surg-
ing up and that the force of Socialism is con-
stantly growing, while contradictions between
imperialist powers are becoming acute.

It is with such an enhanced political zeal
that the Korean people are greeting the
Fortieth Anniversary of the Great October
Socialist Revolution and are working hard to
fulfil and overfulfil the tasks of the national
economic plan of this year, the first year of
the First Five-Year Plan.
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On the Eve of the 40th Anniversary

HE KOREAN people, together wit
T progressive mankind, agre makinlgh ;e}!
Ron-'wlde preparations for marking the 40th
nniversary of the great October Socialist
ti}&c;lutic;:}, twhu:h ujhered in a new era in
n history and b
dical change?;x- the o B

international
movement as \ehour

1 well as in the national lib
tion movement o 3 ety

f the oppressed peoples
Int the dark days when the KoreanP peé)ple
we:ll through every hardship and privation
under the yoke of colonial rule of Japanese
1r_nper1ahsm,. the roar of cannons of the Octo-
?ﬁ{urlgwfdj{f]o]% threw a ray of hope on the
It ol the Korean it di :
i gther R people as it did on that
ncouraged by the idea of the t -
ger, the patriots of our country%resiar%%og
rmly on the conviction that final victory
would be theirs, and led by the staunch Com.-
?;lunflsts, Waged a dauntless struggle for
'la; dreeado;g a{ld ;n_depe_ndence of their father-
b gainst the Japanese imperialist in.

The mighty and powerful Sou:
glorious son of thepoﬁgb:l Soviet Army —

- m :
terially, to the Korean people %igya?engtrrggj

gling for the peaceful unifieati :
pendence of the co unification and inde-

dence untry and buildi -
cxa'll‘ilsme the northern lP_Tpart of ‘lnhénlgeggb?ic:}:
¢ Morean people, through their personal

tie; with the Soviet peopl
reparations in our 'éountr fo '
3 - Ly R .
b‘e?tlﬁgvgfl uttl;gnémh Ann_iversa?y of th‘:ze(ggg-
_ are another striking dem,
stration of the friendshij o Netnas
he }Il(ogaa'n' and Soviet lgegglisl.mlw bgt-Ween
ik ‘% x I;?.Sl(!.ll-lm of the Central Committee of
i rsers’ Party of Korea adopted last
bruary a decision calling for the observance

by the Korean
ala OP?II;LE of the 40th An

re clober Sociali i
e ot list - Revolution.
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of the October Revolution

sion the entire Korean people with the work-
ing class in the van should hold higher the
banner of all-conquering Marxism-Leninism
and should study the experiences of the So-
viet Union. Furthermore, it stressed that the
international iriendship and unity with the
peoples of the Soviet Union, the People’s Re-
public of China and other socialist countries,
should be strengthened in every way.

A committee with Kim Chang Man, Vice-
Chairman  of the C.C, Workers’ Party

g{HKorea,faS chairman was formed for the
pose ol preparing f L& ;
the 40th A preparing for the celebration of

¢ nniversary of the October Revolu-
ion, '

: In the meantime, the Central Committée of
he United Democratic Fatherland Front and
Many other political and social organizations
such as the Democratic Party of North
Korea, the Chundo-Kyo Chungwoo Party, the

orean Federation of Trade Unions. the De-
mocratic Youth League, the Union of Demo-
cratic Wome

n . and _ : i
tural Society the Korea-Soviet Cul

. had each adopted it deci-
slon on preparations for gl g

ber Revolution.

In honour of the 40th haiyy |
October Revolut Anniversary of the

S5 olution, .~ working people in the
"“lftles' and villages, upholding thg _decisions
gaz_f;; i;lfstorlc Third Congress of the Workers’

! Korea on the promotion of peaceful
unification of the country and soci'all-?st con-

struction in the northern part of the Republic
are intensifying the patriotic moveiepr'lt for
increased production and are bent on fulfil-
ling and overfulfilling the plans of the nation-
%} economy for 1957, the = first year of the

irst Flve-Ygar Plan, Workers of all factories
and enterprises held meetings and adopted

resolutions for increased ducti d
have already set out to brj Pf’O luction, an
to successful r~=e'-élliz;;1tion,rmg el resolut10n§

Up to the end of June this year, 166 facto-

ries and enterprises joined in th i

1 e emulation
campaign for increased i
them were Kim Chaik e

Iron Works, Kangsun
Sf_eel Pla.n_t, Hwanghai Iron WorksKHrﬁla%?Ig-
Rar_n Fertilizer Factory, Sungheung Mine and
Aoji Coal Mine an many others. The workers
are making every effort {o surpass the original
targets set early in the year. The output of
Pig iron will be increased by 20,000 tons over
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marking the Octo-

the original plan, ingot by 33,000 tons, steel
slabs by 20,000 tons, coal by 79,000 tons,
chemical fertilizer by 28,500 tons, cement by
more than 81,000 tons, electric power by
496,850,000 kwh. Besides, the workers decid-
ed fo economize manpower by 56,000 work-
ing days and electric power by 220,357,000
kwh.

The resolution, adopted at a rally of the
workers of the Hwanghai Iron Works in con-
nection. with the 40th Anniversary of the
great October Revolution, reads in part: “To
mark the 40th Anniversary of the October Re-
volution with greater labour success we are
resolved:

1. To shorten by two months the fulfilment
of the 1957 production targets which called
for an increase of 15.7 per cent over the as-
signed quotas.

2. To raise the general targets by 32.3
per cent.”

Having taken part in the emulation for
increased production in honour of the 40th
Anniversary of the October Revolution with
a pledge to deliver 20,000 tons of pig
iron and 30,000 tons of coke over and above
the targets set early in the year, the workers
of the Kim Chaik Iron Works, through their
creative initiative, raised the efficiency of
blast furnace to the level of the advanced
countries. The colliers of the Aoji Coal Mine
are now staging a movement for 100 metre
hewing a month by relying upon the method
of high-speed drilling introduced by the initia-
tive of Kim Chaik Hyun, Hero of Labour.

In this way the Korean working class is
greeling the great holiday of the working peo-
ple. Preparing for the 40th Anniversary of the
October Revolution, the Korean people are
sludying harder the rich experiences of the
Soviet Union. They are well aware of the en-
ormous achievements attained by the So-
viet Union after the October Revolution and
her decisive role in the international com-
munist movement and the correctness of the
Soviet foreign policy.

The committee for the celebration of the
40th Anniversary of the October Reovlution
and the Korea-Soviet Cultural Society are or-
ganizing a series of lectures, speeches and dis-
cussions on the historic significance of the
October Socialist Revolution, the influences it
exerted on the Korean revolution and the
magnificent achievements gained by the So-

viel people in the Communist construction.

" And seminars and scientific gatherings are
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being held for the purpose of studying the
achievements of the Soviet people in the fields
of science, technology, culture and arts, and
ol creatively adapting them to the conditions
in Karea.

In factories and enterprises and in other
organs in Pyongyang, lectures are being
delivered under such topics as ‘“The achieve-
ments and the experiences of the Soviet Union
are living models for the peoples ol all coun-
tries who are striving for socialism,” “Let’s
honour the 40th Anniversary of the October
Socialist Revolution with overfulfilment of the
plan of national economy for 1957,” “The or-
ganizational and ideological unity and soli-
darity of the Workers' Party of Korea is the
guarantee for the success of Korean revolu-
tion”, etc. Besides, short-term scientific semi-
nars have been organized by the Pyongyang
City Committee of the Korea-Soviet Cultural
Society, and a seminar on “The general cha-
racteristics of the recent development of
physics in the Soviet Union” has already
been held three times. For the purpose of giv-
ing workers elementary knowledge on science,
courses have been set up in the production
establishments in Pyongyang, where, on the
basis of the advanced natural science of the
Soviet Union, natural science is taught in
easy language.

Lectures 0% this kind are being held widely
in all parts of our Republic.

The scientific workers of our country are
summing up the achievements accomplished
during the past half century after the October
Revolution, and are faithfully upholding the
purity of Marxism-Leninism — an ideological
task assigned to them. They are also holding
discussions and lectures on scientific subjects
in order to study more profoundly from a
theoretical point of view the influences of the
October Revolution upon our national move-
ment for liberation and the problems concern-
ing the policy of the Workers’ Party of Korea,
a Party guided in its activities by Marxism-
Leninism.

The Academy of Sciences of the D.P.R.K.
is preparing a collection * of writings to
honour the 40th Anniversary of the October
Revolution, which will contain some 20 papers
on various subjects. The book will deal with
the heroism of the Russian working class dis-
played in the course of the struggle for soci-
alism, the international significance of the
October Socialist Revolution and the condi-
tions in our country that were developed
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Included in the book are “Introduction into
Kcru of Marxism-Leninism and New Devel-
¢pment of the Labour Movement in Korea
under the Influence of the Great October
Secialist Revolution™, “The Great October
Soctalist Revolution and the Korean Peasants’
Monmmt in its First Stage”, “The Impor-
t:nned the Experiences of Socialist Industri-
alization in the Soviet Union for the Economic
Consfru.c‘tiqn 'in'tg? ‘tl"rt:'n'sgitm Period of Our
. . “The Historic Significance of the
Constitution of the U.S.S.R. in Establishing
Bng De\:'el. the State System of the

and its Influence Upon the Development
of Korean Philology after Liberation”, “Marx-
ism-Leninism Creatively Applied by the Work-
ers’ "_Pnrty of Korea in the Korean Revolu-
- The collection will also contain papers
mcll;:aglwﬂih the subjects of engineering,
et eis:.enee. chem istry, physics, mathe-

_The Academy of Sciences and {h

of § e Stat
fgf"—' Liberation Struggle Museum hav:
o= collecting and rearranging the data on
s historical relations between the October
evolution and the national struggle of the
Korean people for liberation.

In the field of literature and art wri

in , writ
and artists, with a high degree of enthusi;;'rns
:{I;fhlummg out new creations to honour the
i Anniversary of the October Revolution.
I eady more than 60 works have been com-
% eled. Among_ them are Han Sul Ya's
ortrafo of Lenin, Pak Tai Yung's short
?twydsh ve dealing with the Korean-Soviet
riendship as its main theme, Kim Soon Suk's
peems Great Love, Great Benefit and others,
Theatres throughout the country are also
geparing for commemorative erformances
Re-vmillzk_ the 40th Anniversary of the October
i 3 tion. The State Theatre is to stage
v aﬁoﬁins drama The Tolling of the Kre-
‘? in e!!: Suh Man II's play Family and Pak
ai Yung's play A Place So Far, Yet So Near:
gdythe §late Ard Theatre is 1o present Pak
o nn_gu:. opera Eight Fairies in Diamond

under the influence of the October Revolution,

; fa the realm of cinema, it is expected {

“Dawn in the East”, a joint  produciion
mxﬁreanﬁ h::dﬁoﬂet studios, and many other
new m:-wul,ggewmt.helnﬁ:lddiﬁon to this,
aces in the country. ‘.’“ i m

~ Exhibitions will hold an important place in
the commemoration programme of the 40th
Anniversary of the October Revolution. In
Hgongyang and provineial centres, at units of
he People’s Army and large enterprises

there will be numerous exhibitions depicting

the Korean people’s struggle for the national
liberation under the banner of the October, the
historic achievements attained by the Soviet
people after the Revolution, and the achieve-
ments in the socialist construction in the
northern part of our Republic. These exhibi-
tions will also be organized into mobile units.
In ‘addition, there are exhibitions showing the
aid given to us by the Soviet Union in the
period of post-war reconstruction, and the
consolidation and development of friendship
between Korea and the Soviet Union, an ex-
hibition in connection with the 12th Anniver-
sary of August 15 Liberation, exhibitions of
aintings, photos and handicraft works made
y Korean and Soviet artists. ;
A great number of new publications will
be issued to greet the 40th Anniversary of the
October Revolution. Among them are the re-
cords of the Commintern on the Korean re-
volution, works by Lenin on the Eastern pro-
blems, pamphlets on the Korea-Soviet friend-
ship, to name a few. And in o-der to publish
by 1960 Complete Works of Lenin, a com-
mitiee for translation and publication of
Lenin’s complete works has been formed.

The commemoration of the anniversary will
be made ' an occasion for promoting further
the cultural exchange between Korea and the
Soviet Union. Soviet cultural workers, artists,
sports teams, etc., will visit our country dur-
ing the festival.

Through these nation-wide preparations the
Korean people are once again manifesting
gratitude towards the great Soviet Union;
their  liberator and selfless supporter. They
are resolved to strengthen and develop ever
further the  traditional friendship with the
Soviet people.

The nation-wide movement in our country
to prepare for the commemoration of the 40th
Anniversary of the October Revolution serves
to prompt the march of the Korean people in
the struggle for the socialist construction in
the northern part of the Republic and the
peaceful unification of the fatherland.

. The Korean people find a spring of strength

i 8t Sy e 0 T e

NEW KOREA No. 10 % October 1957

How Our Chemical Industry Has Grown

" — o — | A | g | e,

Li Chun Ho, Minister of Chemical Industry of the D.P.R.K.,
gave an interview fo a correspondent of this journal on questions
related to the development of our chemical industry. Below we

publish the Minister's repiies.

B — 1 A ]y — ¢+ |

Question: What were the conditions of our
chemical industry in the period of peaceful
construction after liberation?

Answer: When we were liberated on August
15, 1945, our chemical industry had to go
through a most difficult stage. Like other
branches of industry the chemical industry
was also tainted with an extreme, colonial
lopsidedness. To make matters worse, the
defeated Japanese destroyed many factories
and burnt fechnical records.

However, the working people in North Ko-
rea, who had become the masters of the coun-
try, admirably overcame all difficulties, such
as the lack of technique, shortage of materi-
als, efc. Under the correct guidance of the
Workers' Party of Korea ' and the people’s
power, the chemical industry was rapidly re-
habilitated and developed. Consequently the
gross output of chemical industry in 1947
had- already increased 1.5 times compared
with that in 1946, in 1948 about 2.2 times and
in 1949 about 3.1 times. The breakdown on
major products in 1949 runs: output of chemi-
cal fertilizer increased 400,000 tons, about 2.5
times the 1946 figure; carbide about 3.2
times; and cement about 5.4 times. As a re-
sult we were able to export large quantities
of some chemical products to foreign coun-
tries after the domestic needs were met.

But owing to the war provoked by the U.S.
imperialists almost all chemical factories in-
cluding the Heungnam Fertilizer Plant was
razed to the ground. Consequently, between
1951 and 1953, the production of some chemi-
cal products including fertilizer was discon-
tinued.

Q.: What resulis did the chemical industry
achieve during the Post-War Three-Year Plan
period?

A.: The economic policy of the Workers’ Party
of Korea after the war called for a priority
development of heavy industry simultaneous-
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ly with the progress of light industry and
agriculture.

In line with this policy, the Government
of the D.P.R.K. paid special attention to the
rapid rehabilitation and development ' of
chemical indusiry, because the chemical in<
dustry occupies an important position in the
rapid development of heavy industry along
with light industry and agriculture, and at
the same time, conduces o the improvement
oi the people’s living standards.

In the Thrée-Year Plan period the Govern:
ment allolted over 13 per cent of the tolal in-
dustrial investment to the chemical industry.
The plan was overfulfilled by 105 per cent
in capital .construction and by 224 per cent
in production.

One of the primary tasks of the chemical
industry in the Three-Year Plan period was
to produce chemical fertilizer and -agricul-
tural chemicals for the increased production
of grain which is the keynote of the develop-
ment of . the rural. economy.: Seen from
this point of view, it was quite right that
stress was laid on the rapid reconstruction
oi chemical factories including the Heung-
nam Fertilizer Plant. As a resull the Soon-
chun Nitro-lime Ferlilizer Faclory and Bon-
goong Chemical Factory began 1o produce
nitro-lime fertilizer already in. 1954, The
Heungnam Fertilizer Plant produced about
200,000 - tons of chemical fertilizer in 1956,
and the Bongoong Chemical Factory is now
producing several thousand tons ' of hexa-
chloran annually,

In this way chemical fertilizer and insec-
ticides were made available for farmers aiter
1954, which helped to raise crop yields in
1956, 24 per cent above the level of 1953, and
8 per cent aboye that of the pre-war year
1949,

Another important task set before the
chemical industry was to rapidly produce ce
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ment, slate, slaked lime and other building

materials which were nrgently required in
large quantifies for the reconstruction of the

war-ravaged factories, enterprises, roads,

bridges, irrigation systems, schools, hospi-
tals, theatres and other cultural, educational

and i)ublic health establishments along with
dwelling houses. This task also was success-
fully fulfilled. Five cement factories of Ko-
moosan, Chunnai-ri, Seungho-ri, Haijoo and

Madong were put into operation ina short

span of time after the war., In 1956, about
600,000 tons of cement were produced, which
meant 11 per cent over the figure of 1949.
Slate and slaked lime also were produced on
a large scale.

~ In " the Three-Year Plan period, over 40
kinds of important chemical products includ-
ing hydrochloric acid, caustic soda, carbonate
sodium, bleaching powder and so on were
produced. This was useful not only for the
promotion of chemical industry itself but also
for the development of textile, food proces-
:ﬁg and glass manufacturing industries,

__The production of carbide was expanded.
Th_ls was of great significance for the recon-
struction of national economy. The output of
carbide in 1956 grew about three times that
of 1954. The uses of carbide, as you know,
are not confined to manufacturing nitro-lime
fertilizer, acetylene black, etc. If will play
an important role in the development of the
organic-synthetic industry in our country.

The pharmaceutical industry in our coun-
try which was founded only after liberation
has been rapidly restored and expanded in
the post-war days. Consequently many kinds
of medical supplies for which we mainly de-
pended u%gp imports in the pre-liberation
days are being produced to meet the popular
demands. Various kinds of injections, medi-
cines, plasters and salves, preparations of
;}llc::'gar;:c_ r:ir organic synthesis — all these

N el ks e . :
healthpwgrk. important ‘role in public

The above are the results attained in ou
chemical industry during the p‘ustéwai- ':lr‘lhlgzlél:
Year Plan period. In brief, the gross output

?ﬁaiggfmi%agafndustry in 1956 grew four times

Q.: What factors, do you think contributed
the rapid rehabilitation and _&evelorp;;zf i?‘

the chemical industry in the Three-Year Plan

====rrioq?

A.: That’s a reasonable question. And the ans-
wer is quite simple. ¥ 7 Py

~ First of all, the correct economic policy of
the Workers’ Party of Korea should be men-

tioned. As you know, it is the supreme prin-

“ciple of activity of the Workers” Party of Ko-

rea to.pay constant attention to the stabili-
zation and enhancement of the people’s liv-
ing standards. And it is a self-evident truth
that the economic policy of the Marxist-

“Leninist Party displays its might in the

course of its execution under the complicat-
ed situation. There is no need to expatiate on
this point. The figures of production in this
period tell eloquently of it; the fuel industry
in 1956 grew seven times that of 1953; power
generation three times; building materials
ten times; metallurgical industry fourteen
times; machine-building and metal-working
industries three times. As for the textile in-
dustry, it increased 3.2 times as compared
with 1949, Thanks to the economic policy of
the Party for the increased production of dai-
ly necessaries, the output of consumer goods
in 1956 exceeded two times the pre-war level.
As for the rural economy, I've already ex-
plained it. In a word, the gross industrial
output in 1956 (the individual enterprises in-
cluded) exceeded 1.8 times the figure of the
pre-war year 1949, -

The national income in 1956 increased to
146 per cent as compared with the pre-war
year. And the average wages of workers were
raised to 158 per cent compared with that of
1953, while the price index declined to 54.1
per cent. As a result, by the end of 1956 the
real income of workers and office employees
surpassed the level of the pre-war year.

Secondly, mention should be made of the
patriotic struggle of the entire workers in the
chemical industry along with the material
and technical aid of the people of the Soviet
Union and People’s Democracies. The peo-
ple of the fraternal countries have kept ren-
dering disinterested aid for the reconstruc:
tion of our country since the war. As for the
chemical industry, many factories are now
under construction with ~ the material and
technical aid of the fraternal people: the am-
monium nitrite factory which will constitute
part of the Heungnam Fertilizer Plant and
the Shinmadong Cement Mill are now being
constructed with the aid of the Soviet people;
the Soonchun Pharmaceutical Factory 13
under construction with the aid of the Ru-
manian people; and a dye-making factory is

NEW KOREA No. 10 + October 1957

to be constructed with the aid of the Hun-
garian people.

Lastly, the creative enthusiasm of our
chemical workers in the struggle of building
our chemical industry cannot be overlooked.
They have devoted themselves to their given
tasks.

Q.: Can you tell me something about the
chemical indusiry in South Korea?

A.: Yes, 1 think it is necessary to mention the
ruin of chemical industry in South Korea. The
U.S. imperialists who occupy South Korea
have made frantic efforts to destroy the exisi-
ing enterprises with the intention of convert-
ing South Korea into a market for dumping
their surplus goods and info a source of raw
materials. As a result, South Korea is forced
to depend exclusively on the U.S. and other
countries for their chemical needs. Chemical
fertilizers are all imported, and 80 per cent
of cement is brought in from outside. The
case of chemical fertilizer alone is sufficient
to show the notorious policy of the American
imperialists and the traitorous Syngman
Rhee clique.

In South Korea, industrial goods are sold
at high prices, while agricultural products
are procured af low prices due to the mali-
cious scheme of the U.S. imperialists. Re-
cently it was made known that the price
index of the agricultural products in South
Korea went up 279 times compared with
1947, while the prices of imported fertilizers
grew 539 times. The Syngman Rhee regime
plundered the best quality rice of the pea-
sants, to hand it over to their masters — the
American imperialists — and forced the
farmers to buy the U.S. agricultural surplus
and fertilizer at high prices.

Q.: What are the prospects of our chemical in-
dustry?

A.: In answering your question I shall refer to
the First Five-Year Plan.

Last April, at the Third Congress of the
Workers’ Party of Korea, a series of political
and economic matters for promoting the
peaceful unification and independence of the
fatherland were discussed along with the so-
cialist construction in the northern part of
the country. And the Congress set forth the
basic lines of the First Five-Year Plan.

The basic tasks envisaged in the First
Five-Year Plan are to consolidate further the
foundations of the socialist economy in the
northern part of the Republic and to solve,
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first of all, the questions of food, clothing and
housing of the population.

To consolidate the foundations of socialist
econonty means, viewed from the point of the
development of productive forces, that every
branch of our national economy must be
equipped with up-to-date facilities for establi-
shing a foundation of socialist industriali-
zation, It also means the complete elimina-
tion of the colonial lopsidedness and back-
wardness.

These great tasks can be realized only by
carrying out the economic policy of the Party
which adheres to a priority development of
the heavy industry with the simultaneous
development of light industry and agricul-
ture.

In accordance with the basic lines mapped
out by the Third Congress of the Workers'
Party of Korea, we the chemical workers have
prepared’ control figures for the First Five-
Year Plan. These figures tell of the vast pros-
pects of our chemical industry.

It is the first and foremost task of the
chemical industry to provide more chemical
fertilizers and insecticides for the rapid de-
velopment of agriculture, speed up the pro-
duction of synthetic fibre including vinylon.
Plans are also laid for increasing to the maxi-
mum the production. of building materials
including cement for large-scale construction,
and for-expanding markedly the pharmaceuti-
cal industry.

By the end of the First Five-Year Plan
period the gross output of chemical fertilizers
is expected to grow 3.5 times that of 1956.
The output of ammonium sulphate will reach
250,000 tons this year, and it will grow 2.3
times that of 1956 by the end of the Five-
Year Plan period. An ammonium nitrite fac-
tory with the annual capacity of producing
136,000 tons is to be commissioned in 1958.
The output of nitro-lime "and ammonium
chloride will be steadily increased. Also 150,
000 tons of superphosphate will be produced
annually by 1961. Besides, liquid ammeonia,
potash fertilizer and micro fertilizer also will
be produced in the near future.

The Five-Year Plan period will see a mark-
ed development in the production of agricul-
tural chemicals —+ hexachloran, D.D.T., bari-
um chloride, formalin and di-chlor benzol.

The rapid growth of the production of
chemical fertilizers and agricultural chemi-
cals will make a great contribution to the
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development of our agriculture. And it will
be greatly conducive to the further streng-

of political alliance between the
working class and peasantry, which is a
source of the unconquerable might of the peo-
ple’s democratic system.

We shall continue on a larger scale produc-
lion of carbide. From carbide synthetic fibre—
vinylon and vinyl chloride — will be manu-
factured. The research work on this subject
is bﬂ"i carried on successfully by Dr. Lj
Seung Ki. Soon the results of the research
work are to be industrialized. Then a large
quantity of fabrics will be produced for satis-
lying the popular demand.

Next, a large scale production of caustic
soda is envisaged. It is important for promot-
ing the development of chemical industry
and light industry, The production ' ca-
Pacily of caustic soda at the Bongoong
Chemical Factory will grow over four times
the 1956 level during the Five-Year Plan
perioed.

For the development of our industries, it
Is also important to develop rapidly the or-
ganic-chemical as well as plastic industry
with coal as raw material. It is envisaged
in the plan to rehabilitate and ex and the
facilities for producing methanol, fight oil,
creosole oil, acid oil, solid parafiin, low
lemperature pitch, etc,

The capacity of the establishments for pro-
ducing formalin will be doubled compared
with the pre-war years. Along with this, in-
sulators, acid-proof materials, packings and
other various kinds of electric appliances,
duto-parts and machine accessories will “be
produced on a large scale.

During the First Five-Year Plan period a
large dye-making factory is to be set
up, which will produce nearly 900 tons of
sulphide dyestuffs along with many kinds of
by-gm_duﬂs, such as  sodium { iosulfate,
phthalic anhydride, benzoic acid soda, efc.
About 200 kinds of chemicals and chemi-
cal reagents are to be produced during the

. All these will be of great significance
or the technical development of every branch
of the national economy.

The pharmaceutical indusiry will make
greal progress in the First Five-Year
Plan period. The output of various kinds of
medical preparations is to grow 3.5 times
over 1956. Injections, aspirins, sulia drugs,
such as sulfathiazol and :-uifa-_‘:uanidiﬂg‘
phtharazole, medicines for tuberculosis, steri-
lizers, anaesthetics  and other synthetic
chemicals will be produced. Special mention
should also be made of the large scale pro-
duction of Galenov's preparations made from
herbs in Korea, and new production of anti-
biotics. Needless to say, all this serves to pro-
mote Freatl_\' public health. ,

As for the production of building materials
the prospects are also very bright, but I shall
limit myself to pointing out only one thing.

In the First Five-Year Plan period over
two million tons of cement will be turned out
anmnually. This ranks with the per capita
production of the advanced countries of the
world.

All this shows how vast and gigantic our
construction program is. In this period the
thatched huts of peasants will be gradualiy
replaced by brick or adobe houses in the rural
districts. Accordingly, the demand for such
building materials will become ever greater.
However, stress is laid not only on the quan-
tity but also on the quality of these building
materials.

This is the outline of the prospect of our
chemical industry.

Q.: Do you have anything to add personally
in connection with the prospect of our chemi-
cal indusiry?

A.: Yes, it is my beliel that we shall be always
victorious under the correct guidance of the
Workers™ Party of Korea. Already in the
first hali of this yvear our chemical workers
have overfulfilled their state assignments by
12 per cent. I do not doubt that our endeav-
our for peaceful construction will promote the
peaceful unification of the country. ’

It is my earnest desire that the country's
unification should be realized as early a5
possible so that we may share with the peo-
ple in South Korea our precious revolution-
ary achievements and the resuits attained in
the peaceful construction.

B 2022 T —
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NAMGOONG MAN

NE NEVER experiences the my .s'l_cnou;
feeling of etermity or the feeling «
solemnity more keenly than when he stands
before the sublime beauty of nature.
This feeling of eternity and Sl‘!!t’tll'::l’l\!}'.*li
what you experience when you follow ..wc
endless flow of the Yalu, the greatest; longest
river of Korea. ) ]
This is not only because the river flows ::
such powerful torrents and winds through
such a vast territory. : -
Needless to say, the mighty current of the
Yalu enhances our pride. But the real charm
of the Yalu lies in the variety of superb \:N:;
it presents. Rising from the sacred peakf -
the Baikdoo Mountain, the river runs lhft-'.li,.b
thick virgin forests, washes with its “-“iu,
clear water the countless number of h-e:ml; i“
azaleas blossoming on ils shores, lml.*.?._ntc.:
through the picturesque mountain ““{E::I'
conveying the epics of the happy, peac - .
life of this industrious people, unt |‘ll ji.n.l
the boundless expanse of the Yellow Sea. A
this is why the people of this iand are so
proud of this river. -~
Springing from the steep peak of :“t :3:1:;‘
doo towering above the northern p : :rmpn
the peninsula, the Yalu runs at varie .
in rushing torrents at one time an:ih.‘zt:i“‘_j
and peacefully at another, through ' R
valleys of the Machunryung Mountain .
es, the Kaima Plateau, the Eanurtnaﬁ;m
Kangnam Mountain Ranges. When it :
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gently, its mirror-like surface refilects the gal
< 1 | - i

1 - | S
lant heures of the dandy deer, and when it
falls in cascades, thousands ol rosary jades

crash with a thunderous sound. Who could
describe the majestic beauty of the Yalu in
all its variety!

The Yalu has many tribularies the
Huchun, Changjin, Poojun, Tokro, Choong-
man, Samgvo and others — ranging from 120
to 260 km. in length. These afiluents further
enrich the Yalu and enable it (1o excel all the
other rivers of the country in the volume of
waler as well as in other wavs

This abundance of water and the swift cur
rent of the river provide it with bountiful
hvdro-power resources .

The Soopoong Hydro-power Plant, the
hvdroeloctric centre of Korea, the Changiin,
the Poojun, the Huchun hydro-power plants

- all these are gifts of nature presented by
the rich, swift current of the Yalu

There is another aspect which must nol be
overjooked :

The mountains and plateaus along the Yalu
are clad in thick virgin forests. Now the age
old forests of the Baikdoo Mountain Range
are awakened from their long slumber and
are sending fo our construction sites huge
logs measuring several arms rmmld

The Woonsan and Daivoodong Mines, gold
deposits ranking among the richest of the
world, are also situated in this area

The cternal  flow of the Yalu! Numerous
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° people who fought for the country agains

n the not distant past, the staunch Com-
f Korea headed by Marshal Kim 11

d stern struggle along this river
ration of the country. It was also
long this river that the famous
was fought by Marshal Kim
unit. In June 1937, Marshal
tisan unit marched upon

nd returned in triumph after
"apanese garrison and police

i the town, thus inspiring the
A i e '10--,__-Wards':ifue"-sacred
endless fl af !til?er‘a:{fon.

ow ol the Yalu carries one’
thoughts to the remote past, to rtli::baggeo?

Kokuryo Dynasty (Ist
century ADL)s. - (Ist century B.C.-7th

It was in {he area a
gho?e Yalu that King , or Ko
D » founded the Kokuryo Dynasty in

: .C. It was also on the Yalu that the brilli-
;.IL 1Wt2 en:;zlmEuI;i Moonduk dealt a
- Y of one milli
after deeoying.lhem into a critir::l“:tlrasit{?n

the upper reaches

of the ancient Far Eastern culture i
, exerting
uences not
bué;:!so ) n: J:n;;;;. upon Paikche and Silla
feels as if the murmur and roar of
| | the
;(::: ;;:Lrelating these historical events of
~Columns on columns of raits floatin
mnafmm Bochunbo to Hesan, iggm w-hel-%
re sent to mills and construction sites.
: Hesan, Whld:l was a desolate mountainous
own walled with steep hills, is now prosper-
ing as the heart of the newly born province of
g:{lgrang and a centre of efflorescin eul-
- ew mills and enterprises, public build-
t:ﬁm dweillilghoum.sdmo}a and hospi-
e tres and cinema houses are arising
' m arihvi:rh;s' &Ing‘ tf;mou? for timber,
The ver flows its tributari
Huchun and Changjin !m_m.Heaal: itoqgm
o jin. an{llnn e diir_l-the river riuns
ward, md'uaelus-:?‘l:ﬂ'p:: md o weatu
o timber industry is famous. Here

o __.f pﬂr :

e

the Yalu from the Man- °

m large quantities of lumber and veneer are pro-
al. | duced and sent to construction sites by rail-
way or river. P

- Manpo stands face to face across the river

- with the Chinese town Tsian, and acts as a
~go-between in friendly contacts with China.

~Aiter passing Chosan, the Yalu reaches
Socpoong, where our hydro-power centre is
located.

_ The water thunders down in great cascades
fron'f the Soopoong dam, and the roar of the
turbines of the Soopoong Hydro-Power Plant
run by the pressure of fhis mighty water
s?r.e?,ds far and wide like a triumphal song
ol giants conquering nature.

During the war, the U.S. imperialist air
pirates poured down a hail of bombs and
shells here. Their barbarous bombing of Soo-
poong not only aroused the indignation of
our people but also that of the peoples
throughout the world. Our valiant workers
heroically defended the power plant at the
risk of their lives and our anti-air barrage
routed the enemy planes. Thanks to this
courageous fight the power plant never once
stopped its electricity supply.

ollowing the war the power plant has
been fully rehabilitated with Soviet aid, and
1S now being equipped with up-to-date
technique. R -

1f one goes some distance down the river
rom g, the Chungsoo Workers' Dis-
trict catches his eye. This is where the Chung~
soo Chemical Factory is situated. :

The ‘undulating “hills and plateaus along
the Yalu consist mostly of limestone strata.

The whitish mountains covered with ever-
green trees and dotted with yellow and crim-
son foliage present a picturesque landscape

eculiar fo he Yalu .Ri\rer basin. And it 1s
rom the limestone of these whitish moun*
tains  that the Chungsoo Chemical Factory
produces carbide. Besides, the factory is also
extracting chemical fibre. In the future, the
artificial * fabrics made from limestone will
serve to meet the extensive demand of our
people. Now  a research group headed bY
Academician Li Seung Ki is carrying on pre-
paratory work for the industrialization of the
production of this fibre. One cannot think
without deep emotion of the fact that the pro=
duction of chemical fabrics from stone is e
. in our cointry, which was a backwar
cohwuuw{%my 12 years ago. -

A LAUngsoo the rapids and valleys com
to-an end, and vast -.plzins streich eagiswar'ds-
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The river now flows gently and boat songs
float out over the countryside. Boats hoist
their sails in fair wind and engine boals
plough the waves at full speed.

Golden waves of grain dance in the fields.
Every year witnesses rich harvests on the
Ryongchun Plains — the vast, fertile plains
watered by the Yalu, where the sun rises from
the field and sinks into the sea.

The jovous songs of co-operative labour
ringing across these broad plains are a happy
contrast {o the cursed past.

The miserable past! Had there ever been
a time when our toiling peasants had their
own land? Never! For the tenants and hired
farm hands every passing day was a succes-
sion of misforfunes and sufferings. And
many of them quit their dear old homes and
went to North-east China to find a means
of livelihood, carrying their scanty belongings
and crossing the waters of the Yalu with bitter
tears in their eyes.

Dusk has fallen on the Yalu River,

W;‘he road is lost in ml:‘sl t;nd clouds.

ere are you going, lonely

With that tiny bundle on yowm
When spring tints the waters with gree

Then speed your

These lines vividly convey the heartrend-
ing sorrows of the people bidding farewell to
their dear ones who were setling out on long
journey to a strange land, leaving behind the
native land where their ancestors lie buried.

All this has now become a thing of.the_ past.
The peasants are enjoying a happy life in the
large families of agricultural cooperatives.
Every autumn, year after year, happy bumper
erop songs ring through the fertile co-opera-
tive fields watered by the Yalu.

Winding around Wihwado, the river
reaches the walled city of Euiju. 4

On the northwest hill of the walled city,
which was once called Ryongman, there
stands the Tonggoonjung Pavilion casting its
shadow on the green waters of the river.
This pavilion was built during the Kokuryo

asty, more than a thousan s aFo. as
a command post for drillmﬁe he valorous
soldiers of Kokuryo. Hence the name Tong-

goonjung (military commanding pavilion).

During the Imjin Patriotic War 1592-98),
4 historical event took place at the Ton -
jung Pavilion. There, King .Su:g:; and Prime
Minister Ryoo Sung Ryong, who had taken
refuge in Euniju, met General Li Ju-sung, com-
mander of the Ming forces which came ¢
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ul
return to the homeland! -

help Korea.

The Ming army of 50,000 strong crossed
thes Yaln. Together with them, our regular
army and people’s volunteers routed the
Japanese invading forces and won brilliant
victories.

In memory of the help rendered by the
Chinese brothers, the Korean people called
the bank at which the Chinese troops landed
“Chungmaryang,” and the name comes down
to this day.

The chronicle of international friendship on
the Yalu River is not confined to this.

The valiant Soviet tioops that liberated
Korea from the Japanese imperialists came
across the Yalu River as well as from the sea.

In the last war the Chinese People’s Volun-
teers crossed this river in order to assist the
Korean people with their very blood in the
just slrugfle for routing the enemy, the U.S,
imperialist aggressors who invaded our coun-
try. The Korean and Chinese Emtvlcs. living
close to each other across the Yalu River,
sharing their bitters and sweets, won brilliant
victories in the common struggle against the
U.S. imperialist aggressors and firmly defend-
ed peace in Asia.

e Yalu flows on, passing the old city of
Euiju and watering the vast Kwangsung
plains.

Beautiful passenger . boats fly to and fro,
fluttering flags of five different colours. Dark
coloured steamships head toward Shinuijoo
with full cargoes.

There are a number of machine-building
plants in the Yalu River basin. The Rakwon
and Bookjoong Machine Plants are two of
them. The former mainly turns out hot-bulb
engines, with which most of the engine boats
running on the Yalu River are equipped.

The river grows remarkably broader as it
approaches Shinuijoo — an industrial centre
facing the Yellow Sea.

A woolen textile mill, a pulp mill, a paper
mill and a number of other enterprises are
running in full blast in the city day and night.

Shinuijoo is a gateway on the international
traffic line. Pyongyang-Moscow and Pyoniz-
vang-Peking through-trains cross the Ya
River bridge here for the mainland with loud
piercing whistles, as if proud of their good-
will missions.

From time immemorial on down through
ages the Yalu, which today echoes the
erful songs of socialist construction, flows
on like the blood of eternal youth.
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TRAVEL NOTES

Heroic Korea

BALWANT GARGI
ian writer

T was a hot summer of
| 1950 when the news of -
Korean war reached my wvil-
lage. There was a big gather-
Ing of peasants. Many plac-
ards, posters and speeches
on the heroic fighters of Ko-
rea. Peasants in big turbans
and old women bustjed about
and clustered around a poster
d:;playmg_ a Korean mother
with a child, An old woman
asl;edf. t“\flJ’hat is Korea?”

A lal tarmer scratcel i
thlﬁ beard and saif:i. !%?illf:;fs
mo - . - . ¥
land.'?r' it is a city in Eng- i

A thin lean peasant, w it
hated the British, scor'nruﬂ;
remarked,  “Fat fool! Every-
-thé:g for you is England

I man, is i :
gl Korea is in Ger-

The village headman aj i
) air
. Nonsense! You're al] igno?:n?ls
in Germany, but in America.”

young peasant who was ing i

f;:aacies n;lo:ei_nent came forward‘:?i:ikzszgidlr}‘ f?gf

% 'i‘rll'l Ko?ea.l’r’l America, It is America which

wealie old peasant woma

Ho};.v is it? 1 dom’t .undergtal:g&f:d B,
€ peasant explained, “Old mother, the

merican soldiers a , !
and daughters of Kol;'ia.la:“d]em.lg the vspns

mheir;f ishKorea?”

Al old. school teacher brought

})eakten map and aI_l searched %or ﬁo:'é‘iatheﬁ

ooF(t)erd ]l;!ke la dfan%lmg sleeve of China.

_most ‘ol the Indians

were like Ch!nese people, F;olﬁo;ﬁgna It’ga sp ¢

glcgezr \iya;s like I{I}oking through the wrorfg
elescope. It looked so small i

tant, so far. But slow] o

g s y the writers,
Sfmtihth? peace workers carried the meggggé
i bf;c:aiomr:aan peogle t? distant villages, Ko.
sym 2roi &
land, a slogan, an (i):ie(:i. o o
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knowledge,
Korea is not

The peasants gathered in
the evening in the village
square after supper and chatt-
ed while they smoked hookah
passing its stem from mouth
to mouth. They talked about
weather, crops, flood in rivers,
the theft of a cow, Nehru's
speech on China, etc, and
also about Korea. The fat vil-
lage money-lender pulled at
his hookah, belched loudly
and said, “How can Korea
fight against Americal Two
bulls can fight. But a squirrel
cannot charge an elephant.

~America is large and strong
and mighty. It will just crush
Korea into powder.”

The postman coughed and

Balwant Garg; said, “But it is over six

months  and Korea is fight-
L ing.
ol e rl}gnej‘rrl-ender scraiched his big bell
monee ¢ “The cat is only playing wit
;se. In one leap it will gobble Korea.”
dfl old peasant who had fought in Burma
under the American said, “I know the Ameri-
::gnﬁs. }’ﬁhey always push other people forward
k htg - Never themselves. Poor people can
cagnn teven being hungry. But an American
% wi?1 even load his rifle without two bottles
ca bi s tl,{ orea 1s small no doubt and Ameri-
s % .dut Korean people are fighting for
: h}[' _fa_n- and Americans for profit. One is
; og" ; 1?1' their land and Other with bombs
ﬁzl fho ars. One can lay one’s life for one’s
ottierland but it is. difficult to give one’s

head for dollar. _ bt
win, not dona;::’l,.Mafk my word, Blood will

The prophety of the o]q man came true.

NoTean people won, As one of the characters
in "Rice Shoots” remarked, it was not only

the people of Korea th its ri
] ] at fought but its rivers,
mountains, lakes, trees—al] %ought and drove
out the enemy. Vs
e

Of late Korea-Indian Cultural Society was
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formed in Pyongyang. And Sharma and my-
self are here today as the result of this bond
of friendship between our two countries.

During my short stay in Pyongyang I got
hundreds of impressions. I have gone about in
the streets, met vegetable-sellers and flower
girls, watched peasant women with children
on their back, strolled on the Moranbong Hill
and seen the lovely view of the river and the
valley. I have met writers, artists, film work-
ers, opera singers and theatre men. How can
I record a hundred thousand impressions,
millions of fleeting images that each day
brings to me? What to choose? What to say?
The bravery of the Korean people — the whole
world knows about it. Economic prosperity
and equality of right of the people? The press
has written a lot about it. Young buildings
standing side by side with old ruins, fresh
crops of maize and millet swaying in fields,
Taidong River flowing in its majestic beauty...
All are symbols of life and peace for which
Korea has fought.

I salute Korea!

In Search ofa Heroine

Kim Bong Sang was discussing with me
his plan of taking me to one of the cotton
factories. Some of the women, labour heroines,
had fought in the war and were now working
in the factory.

It was afternoon and my room was drowsy
with the heavy oppressive heat which forebode
impending rain, I asked Kim if he would
like to have a cup of tea before we went out.

He shouted for the maid servant. A middle-
aged woman came in. She brought hot water,
cleaned the table, and arranged cups while
We discussed our programime.

With me, taking tea is a ritual. The water
must boil at a proper temperature and tea-
leaves brew rightly and tea be poured out
steaming hot. Kim passed on my instructions
to the woman who followed them minutely.
After she had laid the table and turned to
leave, Kim said to me, “She is from South
Korea.”

“How do you know?”

“From her dialect. She comes from Seoul,
my town. I recognize her accent.”

Suddenly 1 got curious about this womar
who had come from South Korea. Why had
she migrated to the North? When did she
come over to Pyongyang?
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She had been working in my room, dusting
my table, washing my clothes and bringing
tea to me every morning.

I had never looked at her with a serious
thought. Now I looked at her with a serious
thought. Now I looked at her as she stood
hearing Kim's questions. She was about
forty .... maybe a little more, maybe a little
less. Difficult to tell the age of a Korean
woman. Her hair was done smoothly in a
knob; crow-foot marks lined the corners of her
eyes and mouth. She spoke softly opening her
mouth in a pout which was quite pleasant.
When she smiled her three front teeth mount-
ed in gold shone.

Many Korean women have gold fillings —
an Asiatic habit. My mother also had two gold
nails in her front teeth.

Kim turned to me and said that she had
come to the North in 1949, just before the
war. In Seoul she was a housewife, and her
husband a clerk in an office,

“Where was she during the war?” I enquir-
ed

“On the battle field.” She replied as she
picked up the cups.

I asked her to let the cups be, and put ques-
tions straight to her while Kim translated
them.

“Did you fight at the front?” .

"¥esy"

“How many years did you fight?”

“For three years—as long as the war

lasted.” :

“Why did vou join the war?"

“Well... I... did not choose, The war
came to our house and we had to fight. My
husband and I offered our services. All men
and women fought. 1 joined the women’s
corps.”

“Did men and women fight side by side or
were there armies of women fighting on a
different front?”

“Men and women fought together.”

“On which front did you fight?”

“On the eastern front.”

“Did you march into South Korea?”

“Yes, deep so far as Rakdong River.”

“On which front did your husband fight?”

“As soon as the war broke out we were
separated from each other. 1 heard he was
killed.”

I was silent for a minute. I did not want
to put any further questions. Standing by the
side of the table, she looked at me from a
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slight angle. I thought she was uncomfort
ortable,
B g“ot up and requested her to sit in the chta)li:E
Thank you. I am not at all tired.” :
. gently led her to the sofa and made her
-51ti She r(ajlsted I;er eyes in gratitude
1 poured tea leaves and boiling water and
stirred the kettle. She got id, “Nc
-noi I w_ilz Sour for you%’ .
insisted, * p o
teas i Allow me to prepare a cup of
he said, “You are very kind.”
Her teeth gleamed anl(.:ly the i
old filling
gl\aﬁ:e. I changed the topic andgaskedhl?g's
I‘Tylflehave you put gold in your teeth?”
A jail.g were broken when 1 was tortured
“Were you captured during th
k- e war?”
No, T was arrested in 19%8 wherfrl and

my h
3 gruthusfl(agpei 'gpposed the separate election in

“Why did you oppose the i
; election?”
sep?reactiutﬁ :w tl;]m!lght that was a step to
f 0 ( :
I did not like that, . | c Permanently.
:’IHI?W did you escape?”
€ government found no i
.g_'s.nAfter some months we werepgggilsz%ala?(}
w:s ;ve escaped to North Korea. Though |
X t‘orn in Seoul... What 4 lovely ¢it
theau iful landscape. But | could "n t%n
ere. It was degrading.” iy

“Wh '
0 gave you thi Ees i
Mhuder” you this political conscious-

“Life.” She said briefly a
| nd
shula 1};]:]d dher teeth with th%e bacl?f)-fs ]a?erlahuagn}};d
b ed another cup and said “Please drin]
ogharg a brave Korean woman!” i
o, ti urst out laughing and said “The
A ousands and thousands of peE) 1 l_re
le].)l am fzg exception.” D g
uring the war so many K
1 vy Kore
R e
Government f:lecided,mi}a 53‘;33 Loa.the;n i
millions of gold medals! O

Now when it is peace 2
the street and megt the ;?edoglzu I\:;:H{)edowu
ﬁpd the bus conductor who is éelliny e
tickel was the heroine on Kum-Kan gBdeu' -
the usher in the theatre {he ro'utégr c«rfI ﬁ-‘e’
Twentyfourth Division, the shop assistant in
a_store the heroine who gave 1,000 oram.
of her blood to wounded soldiers . . ¢ -

One has not to go in search of
in Korea. She is right around you! e
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The Dividing Line

A four kilometre wide strip girdles the
waist of Korea. This is the demarcation line.
This invisible line passes through Viet-Nam,
Kashmir, Greece, Palestine, Germany....
.and many other places in the world where na-
tlonalgtles_ and countries are unnaturally cut
and divided by the imperialists.

In the two kilometre wide belt on the
‘North Korean side of the line grow corn and
rice. Peasants come up to the last bit of their
Jland to till, sow, plant and reap, though they
are not allowed to stay in this area which
has been turned into a neutral zone. In the
two kilometres in the southern zone grow
weeds and wild bushes through which the
-wind whistles furiously. No Korean peasant
is to be seen there; only American soldiers.
Beyoqd the neutral zone south-wards, for
four ktlomfetres, no Korean is allowed to come.
In all, a six kilometre wide piece of land lies
waste' which the American boys are guarding.

1 visited the house where peace agreemenf
Wwas signed between the halves of Korea. The
house was constructed in three days. Korean
boys had planted a big figure of a Dove ol
the crown of the house. The American general
had objected to the Dove which was remoyve
at his insistence. The American General, MT-
Harrison, had sat at one table, at the other

‘the North Korean representative, and on the
ceniral small green table had been piled doct-

ments and papers of both parties. On the 27th
ik A Panmunjom the demarcation
ine was drawn. In the readjustment, the 38
paraiiel Was hitched a bit fowards the sout
R e ittle up
north on its eastern W?I;lg-mqved a lit
My friend P.N. Sharma 11
( b , the photo-corré:
?Ondent‘.-suh Man 11, the Korearll) poet, and @
ew others crossed a thin stream, and went

up a small mound where s stationed the per”

sonnel of the four commiss: lish
_ ommissions — Polisth
}(llzgchoslovak, Swedish and Swiss. Near the

edge stands a sign with the words “Military
Demareation Line”. Op one side is the hut of

‘the North Korean guards, Beneath its gabled

roof are niches where pigeons have made t eir

nests. The pet birds eyt capers in the air fIy-

ing about on both sides g their
berchifin B evéhing-!_des and return to
A commanding officer who spoke English in
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a ‘sing-sorig accent, pointing to a wire ap-
paratus, said, “This is the telephone line. —
the only connection with South Korea. If we
have to exchange some words with their com-
manding guard we speak to them in Korean
but the reply comes in English. Is it not fun-
ny? Why should the Koreans lose their own
tongue? We don’t understand. When a nation
loses its language it loses its self-respect; a
sign of the worst type of slavery.”

“Who guards the other end?”

“Americans. We never see a Korean face,
In fact this war was between Korea and
America. We saw only American jet fighters
and bombers and a horde of American sol-
diers. They would not trust the South
Koreans because many of them walked to us
and joined us to fight against them.”

We came down the steps and passed the
huts of the four commissions.

At a little distance was a small cabin. Two
American soldiers sat fiddling with an elec-
tric apparatus and some wires. Sharma, I
and Korean friends stood in the mellow sun,
looking around the valley. One of the Ame-
rican soldiers came out and stood reclining
against the cabin wall, shielding his eyes
from the sun with his hand and Iookin,q_at
us with a scowl. On his left arm was inscrib-
ed U.S. — symbol of the American way of
thinking. When an American says something
it means “U.S.” say. His allies have to echo
the voice of the master which is the voice of
“TLS. all”

We sauntered up and down the mound
talking about war and peace. That has been
the history of man—peace and war, war and
peace. In the past when war broke at one
point it was a local affair. Today science has
mastered space. A drop of fire at one place
soon bursts into a world conflagration. No
more it remains the concern of one country
only, but involves the entire ~world in its
flames.

- Suh Man II, who has the face of a child
and the wisdom of an old man, blinked his
chinky eyes and said, “Some men do not
seem to learn anything from history. From

the South still rise slogans ‘March North!

March North!” These slogans are meant
to drive again the Korean people to
hell. Just now there is famine in the South.
We offered them 15,000 tons of rice as a gift.
But they have spurned it. The Syngman Rhee
official clique says, ‘We won’t accept red
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ricel’ But our rice is white like milk. One
should never reject food.”

He grew sad, and his face became soggy
and swollen like a lump of leavened dough.
His hands locked behind, he slowly walked
up to the edge of the mound and looked be-
yond the hills—South Korea where people
speak his language and read his poems, He
had received anonymous letters from some
of his readers, What a beautiful land! What
glorious hills. .. fields...he had sung many
songs in praise of his land which now lay
divided. What a colossal waste of human
power and creative energy to hold the two
halves separate! On both sides the same
songs were sung by the fishermen and farm-
ers. The same lullabies were crooned by
mothers. The same customs, manners, dress
and habits, and the same language. How
long could the enemy keep the two halves
divided?

The valley was dressed in green of all
shades: light green, yellow green, bottle
green, parrot green, grape green, laughing
green. . . all merged into each other, Nature
is bountiful. No amount of destruction seems
to run its fountain dry. After fires and bombs,
which singed its face, the earth was again
smiling.

Ripe corn swayed on one side, and high
weeds moaned on the other side,

Old Ties

There is an old saying, “Those who sleep
well, wake up well.” Asia has slumbered for
centuries and now has woken up with a giant
yawn. In the resurgent Asia we find a new
born brotherhood and common ties of culture
and philosophy which had been snapped dur-
ing centuries of isolation. The imperialists
had erected walls higher than the Himalayes
and segregated one country from another.
Of late these walls have crumbled. Asian
countries can talk to each other across nations
as peasants talk to each other in a field across
a wickar fence.

The faze of 2 man in anger and arrogance
becomes ugly, so dees the face of a nation
when it assumes the character of an imperial-
ist power. The face of a bakery girl in Lon-
don is simple. The face of a miner in Birming-
ham is sooty. But the face of the British im-
perialism in India was ugly. The face of a
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flower girl in Tokyo is beautiful
: . . The fac
a pearl diver of Japan is brave. B-u!;etégc?aéoi
of that Japan which trampled Korea and ex-
ploited it for thirty-six years was ugly. India
and Korea both have scen the ugly face of
imperialism. Both have suffered under foreign
rule for years and years. The imperialists not
only demanded the corn of our fields, the
wealth of our land, but robbed us of our na-
tional cuIture_ and smothered our langﬁage
When a nation passes through struggle and
suffering, it refines its sensibilities. . and
makes it conscious of the degradation of
s'Iaveryfand value of freedom and peace. After
t)i((:}?]:s of struggle we have emerged free na-
It is good to breathe as free people
that b_ond of culture and fr-ien%sh%;l)c ggic\[vgiﬁ
us which had been forgotten centuries ago
Cultural exchanges between India and Ko-
rea started in the 4th century when Ahdo
Mallananda, and several Buddhist monks
from India brought the milk of human brothj
erhood and peace to Korea, In the
subsequent years (7th century) the King of
the Unified Silla sent scholars Arya{ral?ma
Hyeyup, Hyunjo, to study in Indian temples
and monasteries while Indian monks visited
thei S?}!a Iéitggdnm to reciprocate.
n the 8th century a Silla mon
tqll_rgrf India and Central Asia for Iger? i‘ica}:'g
v;s:tmg over thirty kingdoms, meeting In-
dian scholars and artists and philosophers
and has left behind a rich volume “Journey
Through India” full of descriptions of life
anzf::ocrtahl mllgigms of those times.
er the century when the Li D '
replaced the Koryti Dynasty and weste)ll'za;g
netration into the eastern world started there
;vfas little contact left between our two coun-
ries.
But the cultural ties dre not like
streams that flood in' rains and ar:egfgnﬁr{
winter. Cultural ties sometimes disappear in
the sub-soil and run wunderground for cen:
turies through the jungle of dark history on-
ly to burst out again. When we think cultural
ties are broken they are only lying dormant
waiting only for the contact switch. A% 3
While travelling in Korea [ saw a large
bronze temple bell with Om, the ancient
Hindu word for the primal sound, the voice

of god, inscribed on it in Sanskrit letters. Re-
lies of old sculpture and motives of the 7th
egnﬁury Hindu architécture are found in many
Korean temples and caves. :

The gold-crowns and coronets and jewel-
lety of the Silla period, the plastic art i)f the
Three Kingdoms, the cave-murals of Koku:
Iyo tom’bs show high craftsmanship and art
full of the beauty and power of detail and
Imle_, a feature of the ancient Asialic art.

I met a middle-aged scholar in Kaesong
Who had read Kalidas’ plays. A m}fiversit?
#‘tqusso‘r told me that hé had translated Ta-
gore's  Crescent Moon and was busy in
completing a collection of his poems in Ko-
rean. In the Kim Il Sung University I met
students who had read stories of Mulk Raj
Anarjd, Krishan Chander, K. Abhas, and of
fkmnta Pritam. Han Sul Ya has recorded his
On the Equator” of India, Suh Man Il has
written a book on India. Indian writers and
poets have celebrated the brave Korean peo-
ple’s struggle and fight for peace in their
{mems, stories and plays. Even far flung vil-
age poets in Punjab and Bengal have writ
ten about the Yalu River and the heroes of
hill. No. 351. Photogtaphs on Korean life
g_ergz exhibited by the Indo-Korean Cultural
Society and Korean music played in its meei-
ings. Photographic exhibition of India was
operied the other day in Pyengyang in com-
memoration of 100th anniversary of 1857
Ind‘lan first fight for independence.

_ These are little seeds that we have sown
in our countries, seeds of friendship and gooc-
will. T hope they will sprout into mighty trees
with strong roots and branches.

I say good-bye to my friends. Many people
have come to see me off with ﬂnwers).( Fshgll
{’tgnemhfer Pyongyang, my rambles on Moran-
bong Hill, strolls by the riverside, and the
busy market place where women sell vegeta-
bles and handicraft wares. I think of hundreds
Of_.m}’ friends, chance acquaintance with
whom I talked with no language, the chubby-
faced boy who came to receive me at Shinui-
joo station, the girls who sang Toraji, boys
who clinked their glasses for Korea and In:
_dia's friendship in a wayside restaurant, an
E;falkpeasant mother who gave me a bowl O

ilksia

South Korean “National Assembly”
KIM CHANG MIN

T HE AMERICAN imperialists are talking
noisily about the “progress of democracy”
in South Korea through their propaganda ma-
chines and “United Nations Commission for
Unification and Rehabilitation of Korea”
which serves them in carrying out their ag-
gressive policy under the name of “demo-
cracy” and “representative system’.

But it is common knowledge that the
American imperialists are intensifying in
South Korea their policy ol colonial enslave-
ment and fortifying military bases, and that
there exist lawlessness and fascist terror —
the direct opposite of democracy — such as

rarely met with anywhere.

Such state of affairs in South Korea has
totally refuted the propaganda of the Ameri-
can imperialists. The deceptive and anti-po-
pular character of “iree elections” of Ameri-
h Korea and of the South

can-brand in Sout
Korean “National Assembly” has been
brought to light.

FRAUD AND TRICKERY

So Sun Kyu, member of the South Korean
“National Assembly,” told a UJ.P. correspon-

dent on August 18 last year: : _

“Recording on the tickets is done in public
and tabulation of returns in secrecy. I the
last elections, voters were forced to show
their ballots to plain-clothes men before cast-
ing {hem, and tabulation of returns were
conducted in top secrecy so that policemen
and government officials could concoct Te-

turns.”
{ now even among the

It is noteworthy tha
nts of South Korea, who used to

ruling eleme
extol their elections conducted under the
direction of the American imperialists as be-
ing “democratic” and “free”, there are Voices
openly criticizing the deceptive and anti-po-
pular character of the elections. . .

The more the American imperialists inten-
sify their colonial enslavement policy in
South Korea, the more violent_ mearns ih‘e
Syngman. Rhee clique emp oy in the elec-
tions.

In their ﬁrﬁg :e,l;?ct
violence was the chiefl 1r
sequent elgctions all manner or Dutrggeous
means were employe
fraud and trickery.
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1948

Their first clections to the “National As-
sembly” were conducted under the direction
of the U.S. Military Government and with
the help of armed forces, police and ferror-
ists. A state of semi-emergency was pro-
claimed all over South Korea forty days be-
fore the elections, people were strictly for-
bidden to hold any assembly, and curfew was
enforced. And on April 19, they issued an
unheard-of notorious order: “Nobody ex-
cept policemen is allowed to stand on the
street.” .

Such were the conditions in which the elec-
tions to the “National Assembly” were con-
ducted. And even according to the doctored
figures of the American Military Government
submitted to the “United Nations Commis-
sion” 416 were killed and 858 were injured
in the elections.

This fact alone is enough to show the out-
rageous suppression of the people in the elec-
tions.

They resorted to more vicious terror-
ist violence in the subsequent elections of
May 30, 1950 and May 20, 1954,

In addition to the ferrorist violence, such
fraud and trickery as voting by proxy, voting
in a bunch, bogus voting and fabrication of
returns — called “technical methods” in
South Korea — were also employed to con-
coct “wins.”

Such outrageous acts of the Syngman Rhee
clique, the henchmen of the American im-
perialists, are beyond the imagination of
sober-minded people.

In rural areas and in some urban districts,
emen and Syngman Rhee’s agents forc-
ters to entrust their voting to them, The
Syngman Rhee clique worked out “ghost”
voters’ lists, registering great numbers of
non-existent voters. Another heinous practice
of Syngman Rhee in elections is the fabrica-
tion of returns by replacing, alter voting is
over, the ballot-box or ballois inside it with
{hose they haye prepared themselves.

It was chiefly in the districts where opposi-
tion parties were influential that the Syng-
man Rhee clique employed such “lechnical

methods.”

The anti-popular nature of the South Ko-
rean “National Assembly” brought into be-
ing by means of such fraud and firickery is

21

polic
ed vo














































