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ON THE BUILDING OF NEW KOREA AND
THE NATIONAL UNITED FRONT

Speech Addressed fo the Responsible Functionaries
of the Provincial Party Commiftees
October 13, 1945

Belfore going into the subject of the national united front,
I should like first to refer to other countries’ experience with
the united {ront.

At the Seventh Congress of the Communist International
in 1935, Comrade Dimitrov who read a report on "The Fas-~
cist Offensive and the Tasks of the Communist International in
the Struggle for Working-Class Unity and against Fascism,”
advanced the line of forming broad anti-fascist popular fronts
based on the unity and solidanity of the working class., At the
time, Germany was under the sway of the most brutal fascist
dictatorship of Hitler and in Italy Mussolini's fascist dictator-
ship was being further strengthened,

The fascists sought to enslave not only the peaple of their
own countries but all mankind and to fascisticize the whole
world. It was necessary to form popular fronts in many Euro-
pean countries to {ight apgainst the bloody dictatorships and
aggressive policies of the fascists. Not only the working people,
headed by the working class, but also those capitalists who
were calling for liberty and democracy could participate in the
popular fronts, The urgent need arose also to some capitalists,
to say nothing of the workers, peasants and other working peo-
ple, to fight back international fascism that was attempting to
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conquer the whole world and enslave all humanity. Fascist
Italy’s conquest of Ethiopia was a danger signal warning of the
imminence of World War II. The question of the popular front
was raised at the Seventh Congress of the Communist Interna-
tional to meet this crisis. The Congress recommended to the
Communist Parties of various countries to form anti-fascist
popular fronts. The French and Spanish Communist Parties
were the first to adopt the tactical line on the formation of
the popular front.

In the East, national united fronts were to be formed a-
gainst Japanese imperialism, in view of the fact that the Jap-
anese imperialists’ aggressive schemes to conquer the Asian
peoples were becoming ever more pronounced.

National united fronts were formed in countries fighting
against imperialism’s colonial rule for the elimination of
the danger of colonization, and popular fronts were formed in
countries like France and Spain which were confronted with
the danger of being turned fascist. In essence, the popular front
and the national united front were similar—in the sense that
both were opposed to fascism and imperialist aggression—but
the specific conditions of different countries gave rise to these
two forms.

China affords us a good example of the national united
front. When Japanese imperialism occupied Manchuria and ex-
tended its evil hand of aggression to the Chinese mainland, the
Communist Party of China proposed that the Kuomintang and
ET;: aﬁz;znslfrr;ist Party collaborate az:;d come out in an anti-

: ggle for national salvation by rallying all forces
of the nation. This proposal of the Communist Party was not
accepted for a long time, owing to the obstinacy of the reaction-
33’ group of the Kuomintang, but the sincere and persistent
ke e s ey e
Japanese war broke out thge igllabolrti; f:ndf;' ?I:zhe% o SHI‘O-
Party and the Kuomint:;ng crystallized ot 1. s om.mum§t
Japanese national united fron{ ’ Zi N mand the. -
group of the Kuomintang that hag a;)se ormed. The reactionary

en so stubborn was forced
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to accept the proposal of the Communist Party under pressure
of the unanimous demand of the Chinese people for national
unity and resistance to Japan for national salvation.

World War II was a war of liberation for the democratic
forces of the whole world against fascism. Thanks to the de-

cisive role of the Soviet army in World War 11, Germany, Italy -/

and Japan were defeated, bringing liberation from the fas-
cist yoke to many countries in Europe and Asia.

‘Which road should lYiberated Xorea take? There is the
most important, fundamental problem which we must take into
account in deciding on the road to be followed by Korea. This
is the fact that Korea was a colony of Japanese imperialism for
a long time. Because of Japanese imperialist rule, the capital-
ist development of Korea was greatly retarded, and Korea's
society remained colonial, retaining the vestiges of feudalism
in a large measure. The feudal relations of exploitation are
especially predominant in our countryside. '

The Korean people, therefore, are today faced with the
tasks of carrying out an anti-imperialist, anti-feudal, democratic
revolution and building a Democratic People’s Republic.

Who, then, is to lead this revolution: the working class, or
the capitalist class? In the past, the capitalist class of Korea
exploited and oppressed the Korean people and deceived the
people with the slogans of “national reform” and “self-govern-
ment of the nation” in collaboration with Japanese imperi-
alism. Of course, we do not mean that there did not exist
national capitalists at all who turned against Japanese impe-
rialism,

It was the working class of Korea that fought courageous-
ly against Japanese imperialism to the bitter end. Though the
Communist Party of Korea, founded in 1925, was dissolved in
1928 due to factional strife, that did not mean the end of the
communist movement, From the 1930's on the Communists of
Korea fought valiantly against Japanese imperialism, weapons
in hand.

It goes without saying that the capitalist class of Korea
that capitulated to Japanese imperialism and collaborated with
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public. We cannot skip over a stage in the development of the
revolution; we must work out a correet strategy and tactics
to carry out the tasks arising in the present stage of the rev-
olution,

The immediate objects of our struggle are the lackeys of
imperialism who are at pains to reintroduce the imperialist
forces, and the feudal forces—that is, the landlords—that have
allied themselves with them. In order to oppose the remnant
forces of imperialism and the feudal forces and complete the
democratic revolution, a Democratic People’s Republic, a peo-
ple's power led by the working class, must be built by forming a
democratic united front of which the working class is the core
and which embraces the broad sections of the peasantiry and
patriotic intellectuals, and even the national capitalists who
have a national conscience. .

The basic programme of the Party, which represents the
strategic demands arising in the present stage of the revelution,
is unalterable, but its action programme which represents the
tactical demands is changeable on occasion. The basic pro-
gramme of the Communist Party such as “Factories to the work-
ers” or “Land to the peasants” is immutable, but its action
programme should be drawn up in keeping with the changing
situation to fit in with it. We should, therefore, bring forward
an action programme most suited to the present situation and
fight for it.

If we are to form a united front at present, we should first
strengthen the alliance of the workers and the peasants and
win over the broad sections of the peasantry to our side. And
to defend the interests of the peasants and win them over, it
is necessary to begin with the struggle for reducing the farm
rents and, while carrying on the struggle for confiscating the
lands of the Japanese imperialists and their minions, gradual-
ly unfold the struggle for confiscating the estates of all the
landlords and dividing them among the peasants. In this way,
the struggle should be extended graduzlly from smaller to
larger targets.

If we want to win over the broad masses and weaken the
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forces of the enemy, it is important more than anything else
to strengthen the ranks of the Communist Party.

To begin with, we should fight against the opportunists

who have wormed their way into the Party. The opportunists
have no consistent principles and are seeking to destroy the
" utiity of the Party, flitting from one side today 1o another
‘4oforrow just like a bat. They are a set of people whom we
_ should hate and guard against most. '
-. <. Then, those whom we must watch for are lackeys of Jap-
* anese imperialism disguised as Communist Party members. To
conceal their crimes, they pass themselves off as ardent Com-
munists. They indulge in ‘“ultra-Left” phraseology and actions
and are clamouring as though they would overthrow the cap-
italist class and establish “soviet” power right away. How-
ever, their real aim is to bring the revolution to naught by
wrecking the Communist Party and hoodwinking the working
class. We should wage a merciless struggle against these alien
elements that have sneaked into the Party.

Also, we should not neglect our own self-cultivation in
order to keep ourselves from becoming dissolute and degener-~
at‘ed. It is not infrequent that even a simple, upright Commu-
nist is swayed by a desire for personal fame and gains and be-
comes dissolute and degenerated once he assumes power. This
not only leads to his own ruin but also brings about the grave
consequence of divorcing the Party from the masses. We Com-
Immi?ts have no other objective than serving the people and
working with devotion for their benefit.
will Iép‘:ﬁ fg:;m;nii‘;s fight sincerely for the people, the people.
Sowirds s, . cft kiao s to us and even t}}ose who were hostile

\ ' wing clearly what kind of people we are,

will come to understand us.
demfci?ca;a'ry;: thenliliar words such as popular rights and
govemmen.t graﬁtiz:; :i h;ni wc;::ds in the sense that th-ey mean
the sovereignty rests En t ; t% the people, government in which
e people. But “democracy” of a

U.S. or British type does not f
of fit t ? W
“democracy” § oday’s Korea. West European

is already out of date and, moreover, if we adopt-
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ed it, we would fail to attain our goal of achieving the country’s
independence and our country would be reduced again to a
colony of foreign imperialism. It is, therefore, necessary to set
up a new, progressive democratic system in Korea in keeping
with its actual conditions. .

Our task ahead is to quickly educate the masses who are
not yet fully awakened and lead them to fight for genuine de~
mocracy for themselves. The masses are not clear as to who it-
is that defends and who it is that harms their interests. There-
fore, we should do everything in our power to perseveringly
publicize and explain our Party's assertions among the masses.
We should not only educate the masses but also learn from
them, and heed their voices and satisfy their demands.

The building of a new, democratic Korea is entirely de-
pendent on whether or not we succeed in the work of strength-
ening the Communist Party, forming the national united front
and rallying the broad masses around the Communist Party.
Every Communist should wage an active struggle to constantly
expand and strengthen the Party ranks, to co-operate in good
faith with the friendly parties and win over the broad masses.
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already corrected the “Left” errors they committed in the early
stage.

But, although the organizations at all levels of the Com-
munist Party of North Korea have achieved considerable suc-
cess in their work, they still have grave defects. These short-
comings are in evidence primarily in the organizational work
of the Party. The formation of the Party is not yet organiza-
tionally complete.

Statistics on Party membership are not in proper shape, .
and uniform membership cards have not been issued to Party
members. :

Party committees have not yet been built up with best
workers, and Party organizations have yet to be created in a
large number of factories, enterprises and farm villages.

In local Party organizations, pro-Japanese and other hos-
tile elements have managed to infiltrate our Party ranks, he-
cause procedures for admission to the Party have not been es-
tablished. Those hostile elements attempt to damage the prestige
of our Party in the eyes of the masses and wreck its unity. And
such elements are 1o be found not only among the rank and
file but also in the leading bodies of our Party.

A certain Kim, secretary of the Yangdok County Party
Committee, for instance, was a police sergeant at the police
station in that county during Japanese imperialist rule, yet
he is now “directing” the Party organizations. A certain Kwon,
chairman of the Yangdok County People's Committee, served
as head of the pro-Japanese organization Iljin-hoe in that coun-
ty before liberation, and now he is acting as a “Communist.”
Many other similar instances could be cited.

All these facts show that the ranks of our Communist
Party are infested with pro-Japanese elements.
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standing. This amounts to placing an artificial barrier in the
way of the workers who desire to join the Party.

We cannot tolerate such a practice any longer. We must
steer the right course in the growth of Party membership-so

that chiefly workers and advanced urban and rural working

people may join the Party ranks.

2. ON STRENGTHENING PARTY UNITY
AND DISCIFLINE

Another big defect in the work of the Party organizations
is that Party unity is not strong enough and there is a lack of
discipline. This is inconsistent with the spirit of the Communist
Party and its organizational principles.

Various kincﬁs of groupings have appeared within the Party
organizations in Hwanghae, North Pyongan and South Ham-
gyong Provinces. This is a very dangerous phenomencn, one
that weakens the unity of the Party and lowers its prestige.

Some local Party committees ignore or do not faithfully
carry out the directives of the Central Organizing Committee.
In so doing, they grossly violate the Party’s principle of demo-
cratic centralism and weaken its discipline.

Some provincial Party committees do not deem it their
duty to report repularly to the Central Organizing Committee
on their work and the work of their Party organizations. There
was even an instance that when we sent a comrade working in
the Central Organizing Committee to South Hamgyong Prov-
ince, the Provincial Party Committee did not accept him. In
that province, the Young Communist League has not yet been
reorganized into the Democratic Youth League in spite of re-
peated instructions from the Central Organizing Committee.

We must consider such behaviour of some provineial Party
committees that disregard the instructions of the Central
Organizing Committee acts of liberalism incompatible with the

-
&

1
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Communists have failed to mobilize the masses actively to
tackle the immediate tasks arising in all spheres of political
-and economic life in north Korea, such as rehabilitating pro-
-duction enterprises, putting railway transport in order and
securing voluntary deliveries of farm produce, Leading func-;
tionaries of the Party do not deem it their duty to go to the
factories and talk to the workers, listen to their demands, ex-
plain the present situation in our country to them, settle dif-
ficulties that crop up in their work and set them concrete tasks.

If, instead of going among the masses, we only shut our-
selves away in our offices, we will not be able to win over the
masses, and the people will not follow us; and, thus, we will
find ourselves divorced from the masses of the people. If we
do not continually strengthen our ties with the masses, if we do
not lend an ear to the voices of the masses, teach them, and,
in addition, learn from them, the Communist Party, a working-
class party, will not be able to become a truly mass party, com-
petent to lead the entire working people.

If a party always approaches the broad working masses
and maintains close ties with them, that party will be ever-
victorious. In contrast, if a party is isolated from the masses
and falls captive to bureaucracy, that party will become im-
potent and ruined. Comrade Stalin said, “We may take it as
the rule that as long as the Bolsheviks maintain connection
with the broad masses of the people they will be invincible.
And, on the contrary, as soon as the Bolsheviks sever them-
selves from the masses and lose their connection with them,
as soon as they become covered with bureaucratic rust, they
will lose all their strength and become a mere cipher.” Some
of our Party functionaries do not fulfil this basic requirement,
and many lecal Party organizations ignore it.
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the struggle for the rehabilitation and construction of the na-
tional economy. Only by so doing can we steadily 1 merove the
Hving standards of the working people.

The Party is not an ordinary organization; it is the hlghest
form of organization of the working class, and an organization
that leads all other organizations of the working class. As re--
gards the leadership of the Communist Party over the trade
unions and other social organizations, Comrade Stalin said
as follows: “It only means that the members of the Party who’
belong to these organizations and are doubtlessly influential in
them should do all they can to persuade these non-Party or- -
ganizations to draw nearer to the Party of the proletariat in
their work and wvoluntarily accept its political leadership.”
This statement of Comrade Stalin should be made the guide to .
our Party's work in the trade unions.

Some comrades assert that the direction of the trade unions
is none of the Communist Party's business and that the trade
unions need not function under the leadership of the Party.
This is a view quite contradictory to Marxism-Leninism. We
should relentlessly combat these wrong tendencies.

5. ON THE TRAINING OF CADRES AND
ALLOCATION OF PARTY FCORCES

Our Communist Party is very short on leading cadres who
are tested and seasoned in practical work, for it is a young
party.

Moreover, it cannot be said that the few cadres in its
service are all doing their jobs well and working devotedly
for the interests of the people. Some leading personnel who
are Comrmunists neglect their duties and fail in their self-im-
provement while only seeking high posts, and feather their
own nests by taking advantage of their positions. The security
chief of North Pyongan Province, for instance, was a fast liver
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a result, our Party publications are doing very unsatisfactory
work and fail to perform properly the task of explaining and
popularizing the line of our Party.

The Central Organizing Committee of our Party must
strengthen the work of training and educating cadres so as to
ease their shortage and raise their qualifications.

6. ON THE WORK OF ISSUING PARTY
MEMBERSHIP CARDS AND PREPARING
MEMBERSHIFP STATISTICS

A serious defect in the work of provincial and city Party
committees is that they do not keep accurate statistics on their
Party organizations and members. They have no set forms for
registering and keeping statistics on Party members, and
monthly statistics on their membership are not compiled.

Party members do not have uniform Party membership
cards as yet. This is fraught with the danger of enabling the
hostile elements to forge Party cards and pass themselves off
as Party members. Now the Central Organizing Committee has
prepared uniform Party cards. We will issue them soon to Party
members, Great vigilance should be exercised to avoid Party
cards falling into the hands of hostile elements when they are
issued to Party members. Issuing membership cards, we should
check the Party members and expel the alien elements that
have insinuated themselves into the Party from its ranks.

7. ON THE QUESTION OF THE UNITED FEONT

Our Party is not working as well as it might do in estab-
lishing a united front with the democratic political parties.
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Some of our comrades, instead of trying to solve weighty prob-
lems facing the Party and the people in co-operation with
the friendly parties, provoke unnecessary friction. This places
great obstacles in the way of forming a united front with the
democratic political parties and social organizations.

In local districts, it is not uncommon that Communists an-
tagonize members of the democratic political parties and vice
versa. We cannot tolerate such practices. '

Why do we need a united front? It is needed to unite the
entire people; to put the political and economic life at home
quickly in order; and to build our country into a unified, in-
dependent and democratic state. The Communist Party cannot
carry out this great task singlehandedly. Only in unity with
all the democratic political parties and social organizations at
home and with the entire people can we realize the cause of
building a unified, independent and democratic state.

Comrades,

What is at the bottom of the mistakes and defects dis-
covered in the work of the organizations of the Communist
Party of North Korea? Unsatisfactory work of the Central
Organizing Committee.

Now then, can we eliminate all these shortcomings? Yes,
of course. In order to eliminate the deficiencies in our work, we
should, first of all, strive to preserve the unity of our Party
ranks and establish iron discipline within the Party, Without

this, we cannot do anything, nor can we strengthen and de-
velop our Party into an invincible party.

8. OUR TASKS

\\{hat, then, are our Party’s immediate tasks?
. First, the political line of our Party at the present stage
Is to establish a unified, demoecratic government in our country
based on an alliance with all the democratic political parties
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and social organizations, and transform north Korea into a pow-
erful democratic base for the building of a unified, independ-
ent and democratic state. We, therefore, should rouse the’
labouring masses in the urban and rural areas to struggle for
the speedy democratization of the political, economic and cul-
tural life in north Korea on the one hand and, on the other,
form a united front with all the democratic political parties
and social organizations in north and south Korea, and strength-
en it in every way.

Second, the issuance of Party membership cards should
be carried on with scrupulous care. This has a great political
significance. Party cards should be issued only to those who
have really joined the Party. We should not regard the work
of issuing Party cards merely as a technical matter, but should
consider it a task of closing the Party ranks, a political task of
purging them of reactionary elements, office seekers and other
unsound elements that do harm to Party work,

Third, the Chongno newspaper staff should be enlarged
and competent workers be assigned there so that the quality
of the newspaper may be improved and its circulation boost-
ed to 50,000 coples. At the same time, the newspaper should
be made a daily publication. In this way, we must see to it
that our newspaper becomes a collective propagandist and
organizer,

Fourth, the growth of the Party should be properly reg-
ulated. The finest of the toiling people in urban and rural
areas, particularly the advanced workers, should be drawn
into the Party ranks.

Fifth, disorderly practices should be eliminated in the work
of c.'nmj?iling statistics on Party membership, Every Party or-
ganization should enforce the system of taking and settling
monthly statistics on the Party members and see that Parsv
members take good care of their membership cards, )

Sixth, Party cells should be formed in the factories z==
enterprises, and should be strengthened organizationzllv.

Seventh, the Party bodies should direct special gt=—=
to the training, assignment and education of )

iy e
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ON THE PRESENT POLITICAL SITUATION
IN KOREA AND THE ORGANIZATION
OF THE PROVISIONAL PEOPLE'S
COMMITTEE OF NORTH KOREA

Report 10 a Consulfative Meeting of Representatives
of the Democraiic Political Parlies and Social
Organizations, Administrative Bureaus and
People’s Commiffees of North Korea
February 8, 1946

Esteemed representatives,

We are gathered here foday to solve important problems
cn the political, economic and cultural development of north
Eorea.

Five months have already elapsed since our people were
liberated from Japanese imperialist colonial rule. Even though
five months is a short peried of time, it has witnessed great
changes in north Korea. North Korea has confidently taken
the road of truly democratic development.

Only five months ago Korea was a colony of Japanese
imperialism. Nearly half a century of colonial rule by Jap-
anese imperialism has left our nation with a distorted indus-
try and transport, backward agriculture and ignorance and
poverty for millions. Japanese imperialism deliberately ham-
pered the economic development of Korea. The consequences

of the rule by the Japanese aggressors may be seen clearly in
all the state of affairs in different provinces of north Korea,

In the elaboration of their plans for the invasion of the
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well-nigh beyond the reach of young Koreans. Our national
language was despised and trampled underfoot. The Japanese
imperialist aggressors sought to stamp out our unique na-
tional culture and national consciousness and turn our peo-
ple into “subjects of the Empire.”

In spite of this oppression by the Japanese robbers, the
Korean people were convinced that they would drive the :
Japanese aggressors out and attan national independence,
The Korean people persistently waged a valiant struggle
agamnst Japanese imperialism The March First Movement of
1918, the June Tenth Independence Movement of 1926, the
general strike of the workers 1n Wonsan in 1929, the peasant
riots that lasted from 1930 to 1932 in various places and the
fierce anti-Japanese armed struggles waged both within and
outside the country {rom the early 1930's on are a stnking
demonsiration of the fact that our people fought indomitably
against Japanese imperialism.

After Japanese imperialism was defeated and Korea lib-
erated, the situation in our country underwent a radical
change, Having attained freedom and liberation, the Korean
people have a bright future ahead, and have confidently em-
barked upon the building of an independent and democratic
state.

Political parties and social organizations have been
formed and are carrying on their activities freely in north
Korea today. The Communist Party, the Democratic Party
and the Korean Independence Union have begun to function,
and various democratic mass organizations—the trade unions,
the Women's Union, the Democratic Youth League, the peasants’
associations and the Korea-Soviet Cultural Society— have been
fnn_ned. The trade unions, the peasants’ associations angd other
social organizations have more than 2 million members,

Over 30 different newspapers are being published in
north Korea already; textbooks and other kinds of books
used in schools of various levels are being printed in our

language, and radio programmes are being broadeast in our
tongue. The lessons in our schools are also given i~ "~ -
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The bureaus function only in their respective fields of
economic or culfural life. But the bureaus are closely related
lo each other in their operations. Life shows in practice that
more and more problems crop up which the bureaus cannot
solve while acting separately,

The recovery of industry, for example, is the task of the
Industrial Bureau, but it is related to the work of all the
other bureaus. The Transport Bureau should guarantee
transport work in a way conducive to the development of all
branches of the national economy. The work of the Financial
Bureau is closely connected with the work of various branch-
es of the mnational economy—indusiry, agriculture, trade,
transport, education, public health, etc. The Burezu of Edu-
cation will have to train the talents needed in all domains of
the national economy.

All this points to the pressing need of a central organ
which will head the bureaus, co-ordinating and directing
their work. It is the most urgent task to organize a central
organ of state power in north Korea today.

We believe that, pending the establishment of a unified
government in our country, a Provisional People’s Committee
of North Korea should serve as such an organ.

The establishment of a central organ of state power is a
step in accord with the interests of the masses of the people
and fully in conformity with the task of establishing demo-
cratic order in Korea. A proposal to set up a central organ
of state power—the Provisional People’s Committee of North
Korea—has been advanced by the leaders of the democratic
political parties and social organizations, With the object of
organizing the central organ of state power, the leaders of
the democratic political parties and social organizations in
north Korea have set up an initiative committee,

In order to elect the members of the Provisional People’s
Committee of North Korea and to consider the important
tasks ahead, we have now called a meeting of representatives
of the people’s committees of north Korea's six provinces, and
of the democratic political parties and social organizations.
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The trade unions and factory committees are mass or-
ganizations which represent the interests of the workers
and, at the same time, draw them into public activities. We
will consolidate the trade unions and organize factory com-
mittees widely in enterprises and in the field of transport, thus
.. helping to greatly increase the workers’ political enthusiasm
and further accelerate our economic construction.

Eighth, the educational system should be revamped, in
keeping with the democratic development of the country.

Owing to Japanese imperialism’s educational system for
colonial slavery, large numbers of Koreans have been leit in
ignorance and darkness, and our children and young people
have been subjected to the pernicious influence of reactionary
Japanese imperialist thoughts.

We must thoroughly revise the system of education and
set up a new, popular democratic one to open up an oppor-
tunity of education for the children of the working people
and root out the ideological vestiges of Japanese imperialism
from the minds of our children and youth.

Ninth, the masses of the people should be educated in
democratic ideologies, and the work for their cultural en-
lightenment should be undertaken on a wide scale. Only then
can the people’s political awakening and cultural standard be
raised and our national culture developed.

What we have achieved in this field up till now is no
more than a beginning} and a great deal of work lies ahead of
us. This work is also an important one which the Provisional
People’s Committee of North Korea will have to carry out by all
means,

’I‘hre’le:,enbt‘};} eti];i tg?fnigzisig%nﬁ the decision of the Moscow
i rence on Korea should be

widely explained to the masses of the people.
i 1o e con o e o
terial conference particularrl1 Oso te BS:SCOW oipartite mins-
ship. They are e’ndeavourin yto bloock t; Contiep.t of Trostee
into a genuinely independerﬁ and d . })uﬂdmg o I?o?ea
emocratic state by giving
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our people a wrong view of this decision, by ruining the unity
of the people and disintegrating the democratic united front. -

It is therefore an important task confronting the people'’s
committees at every level to awaken the masses of the peo-
ple keenly to the true meaning of the decision of the Moscow
tripartite ministerial conference on Korea.

Such in general are the immediate tasks lying before the
Provisional People’s Committee of North Korea.

These huge and complex tasks can hardly be carried out
without a central government body, that is, an organ which
directs the work of our local peopie’s commitiees and the dif-
ferent administrative bureaus. So, I believe that representa-
tives of all the administrative bureaus, people’s committees at
every level, democratic political parties and cocia2l organi-
zations present at this meeting will understand very clearly
the need for establishing the Provisional People’s Committee
of North Korea,

I propose that this meeting take up the question of or-
ganizing the Provisional People’s Committee of North Korea
and adopt a relevant and concrete resolution.






THE RESULTS OF THE AGRARIAN REFORM
AND FUTURE TASKS

Report fo the Sixth Enlarged Executive Committee
Meeting of the Central Organizing Commitee
of the Communist Parly of Nerth Korea
April 10, 1946

Comrades,

In view of the urgent demands of our social develop-
ment and the internal and external situation, the Party decid-
ed to introduce an agrarian reform in north Korea and directed
all its forces to this work.

All Party organizations and members have waged an
active struggle to put into effect the Party's decision. As a
result, we have carried ocut the agrarian reform, a great
democratic reform, smoothly and victoriously within the
appointed time.

Through the agrarian reform, the Party tested the cor-
rectness of its policy and made the masses of the people clearly
understand that only our Party is the genuine representative
of the interests of the people. The entire people, calling for the
independence and democratic development of the country,
warmly supported our Party’s policy.

Relying on the support of the broad masses of the peo-
Ple, the Party carried out this democratic task wath daring,
overcoming all the desperate manoceuvres and obstructions of
the traitors to the people and reactionary elements.
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1. HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE OF THE
AGRARIAN REFORM

First, the agrarian reform is the initial step in the im-
nentation of the task of democratization of Korea.

It was the feudal relations that held back the social develop-
it in Korea for a long time. Japanese imperialism main-
1ed and strengthened the feudal relations of landownership
the countryside in order to prevent the democratic de-
pment of Korea. Owing to harsh feudalistic exploitation
| oppression by the landlords, the masses of the peasantry
aned in hunger and poverty.

As a result of the agrarian reform, the feudal system of
downership, the socio-economic basis of the anti-democratic
ctionary forces, has been abolished in our countryside once
{ for all. Before the peasants in north Korea who have been
ed from the shackles of feudalism, broad vistas have been
‘ned up for the rapid development of agriculture and the
rovement of their life.

Second, the agrarian reform has turned the north Korean
intryside from a base of reaction into a base of democracy.

The peasants, who were formerly kept in bondage to the
dlords, have become masters of the land and free peasants
d, along with the working class, the progressive class in
¢ country, they have become a main force in establishing
n:ittl:dependent state, wealthy and strong, unified and dem-
) With tl.me agrarian reform, our Party has embarked upon
iiE;ea;e:)li:?; ugdertaking of converting north Korea into
r the buildin:;c . ;S: f{:);f’fhg xt'ieumﬁcat_lon of the. co.un'fry.
rative to turn north Kor;;eintoemocﬁazc forea 1t > e
litically, economically and cult Ay t)-r Comocratic hase

urally. This task cannot be
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accomplished unless the peasants, who comprise the absolute
majority of our country’s population, are emancipated from
the yoke of the landlords and our backward agriculture is
rapidly developed.

Our recent agrarian reform will greatly increase the
political enthusiasm of the peasants in the struggle to build
an independent democratic state that is wealthy and strong,
and will accelerate the democratization of north Korea. It
will also advance the productive forces of agriculture, im-
prove the livelihood of the peasants and facilitate the re-
habilitation of industry. This will prove a tremendous en-
couragement to the people in south Korea in their struggle
for building a unified democratic Korea and further strength-
en the democratic forces in south Korea.

The entire Korean people demand a provisional govern-
ment of the type of the Provisional People’s Committee of
North Korea, capable of carrying out such democratic re-
forms as the agrarian reform. They consider that the Pro-
visional People's Committee of North Xorea, which imple-
mented this reform with determination, should be the nu-
cleus of a unified provisional government of Korea and serve
as the model for it.

Third, the agrarian reform has a tremendous interna-
tional significance.

Since the end of World War 1I, the liberation struggle of
the Asian peoples has been surging forward with tremendous
force, The Korean people have carried ocut a thoroughgoing
agrarian reform, the first of its kind in Asia.

Our agrarian reform is therefore not only a great land-
mark in Korean history but also an event of great signifi-
cance in the liberation struggle of the peoples of the East. It
will greatly inspire the oppressed peoples of the East in their

liberation struggle against imperialism and the domestic
feudal forces.
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The functionaries and propagandists of all political par-
ties and social organizations explained and publicized the
Agrarian Reform Law to the peasant masses, and the entire
peasantry were mobilized to investigate the landlords, their
lands and other means of production. After the investigation,
the distribution of land started, which on the whole was also
conducted smoothly.-

The peasants know the rurdl conditions better than those
who study the rural affairs at their desks and, therefore,
they could correctly survey and distribute the land without
their help.

Qur Party scrupulously followed its mass line in carry-
ing out the agrarian reform, with the result that it was able
to win over vast masses of the people and rally them closely
around itself. Through this undertaking, the masses of the
people came to regard our Party as the genuine defender of
their interests and place boundless trust in it. This is fully
proved by the tens of thousands of letters, some written in
blood, addressed by peasants to the Party's Central Organiz-
ing Committee and the Provisional People's Committee of
North Korea, describing how greatly they were moved, and
how happy they were, to receive land. Since the agrarian re-
form, the peasantry have rallied more firmly around our Party
and have given warm support to the Party’s policies

In the course of the agrarian reform, our Party recruited
the best elements from among the poor peasants and farm
hands and thus firmly built up its position in the countryside,
improved its composition and further expanded and strength-
ened its ranks

Party organizations in North Pyongan Province absorbed
3,272 new recruits into membership and those in North and
South Hamgyonpg Provinces, South Pyongan, Hwanghae and
Kangwon Provinces admitted a total of 9,058 new members (one-
third of whom are poor peasants) during the recent agrarian
reform. All this shows that, through the agrarian reform, the
prestige of our Party rose in the eyes of the broad masses of
the peasants and it established a firm footing in the rural areas.
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Since the agrarian reform, the appearance of our country-
side has changed radically. The toiling peasanis are masters
there now. In every ri and myon the landlords and rich farm-~
ers have been expelled from the organs of the people’s power
and the toiling peasants, with the poor peasants and farm hands
as the core, have taken power firmly into their own hands.

Thus, the agrarian reform has been completed victoriously
because our Party members and the broad masses of the peas-
ants, particularly poor peasants and farm hands, have taken an
active part in it under the leadership of our Party.

As a result of the agrarian reform, 1,000,325 chongbo of
land owned by the Japanese imperialists, pro-Japanese ele-
ments, traitors to the nation and landlords were confiscated,
and 981,390 chongbo of it distributed to 724,522 landless and
land-poor peasant households.

How was it possible to achieve such a victorious enforce-
ment of the agrarian reform?

First, this reform was an urgent task for meeting the vital
demands and centuries-old desire of the peasantry. For a long
period, the Korean peasants had suffered from feudal exploi-
tation and were subjected to double or treble exploitation and
oppression under Japanese imperialist rule, and they had led
a life as miserable as that of serfs, eking out a bare subsistence
in the grip of poverty and hunger.

The most cherished desire of the peasantry was to own
Yand and farm it for themselves. But this long-cherished desire

of the peasants could not be realized during the rule of the
JaPa.m'ese imperialists, when power was in the hands of those
foreign aggressors.
longi]flts:isksgrzﬁqn’ the Party, with a view to meeting the
first to the struemlre of the peasants for land, inspired them
thereby preparingg fh for a threc_e-to-seven system o.f tenancy,
the agrarian refo't:f FﬂlhldEOIOglcally or 1_:h.e carrying out of
enthusiasm of the mem tesa future. The pohjncal awareness and
struggle for the t}frea:in were enhanced in the course of.the
that they had acquired t;':e}fen system. The peasants reahze.d
right to speak up and fight for their
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vown interests, and that they must free themselves from the
landlords’ exploitation.

Gradually, the demand of the peasantry for land began to
rise. Immediately before the agrarian reform, the Party centre
alone received more than 30,000 letters from the peasants
demanding land. Similar letters are now piled up mountain-
high at the Provisional People’s Committee of North Korea. °
"Towards the end of February this year, over 300 represent-
atives of the peasants from all parts of north Korea came to
the Provisional People’s Committee of North Korea to convey
the demand of all the peasants for land, On the occasion of the
anniversary of the March First Movement this year, over 2
million peasants, carrying sickles and hoes, held demonstrations
in various parts of north Korea, demanding land. The Party
considered it a fully urgent task to satisfy this vital demand
of the peasants for land.

The Party knew that the historic task of the agrarian
reform could be carried out successfully only with the active
support and participation of the peasants, The Party, therefore,
saw to it that the Agrarian Reform Law was discussed at the
peasants’ meetings. The peasants welcomed the law warmly
and fought actively for its enforcement because they fully
realized that this law was a precise reflection of their long-
cherished desire,

Second, our peasants were politically awakened and pre-
pared to carry out the agrarian reform. After liberation, the
peasantry participated in the people’s power as genuine master
of the state and actively joined in the work of liquidating the
pro-Japanese elements and traitors to the nation who stood in
the way of the democratic development of Korea. They also
safeguarded their class interests by organizing peasants’ asso-
ciations and, through these organizations, grew into a powerful
force fully capable of fighting the landlord class. The activities
of the social organizations such as the trade unions, the Dem-
ocratic Youth League and the Women's Union, also played
a great part in enhancing the political awakening of the peas-
antry.
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struggle to build an independent democratic state in the future,

Fifth, the victory of the agrarian reform is a consequence
of the positive activities of the rural committees. The rural
committees, being the basis of power organization in the rural
areas, bore the brunt of the struggle against the landlords, pro-
Japanese elements and traitors to the nation.

All this enabled us to achieve a great victory in the historic
agrarian reform.

3. DEFECTS REVEALED IN THE COURSE OF
THE AGRARIAN REFORM AND THE
EXPERJENCE WE HAVE GAINED

Our Party played its leading role creditably in the strug-
gle for carrying out the agrarian reform. The Party crushed
the resistance of the reactionary forces and achieved a great
victory by enlisting the revolutionary zeal and activity of the
peasant masses to the fullest extent on the basis of the mass
line and by successfully ensuring the alliance between the
working class and the peasantry.

Through the agrarian reform, the strength of the Party
increased and its influence and prestige rose greatly among
the broad masses.

However, we cannot but admit that some defects were re-
vealed and some errors were committed in the course of the
work. We must draw lessons from them.

First, certain organs and Party organizations commt-
ted Right and “Left” errors in the course of the agrarian
reform.

There were cases in some places in which those with less
than five chongbo of land were classified as landlords, which
led to making more enemies without justification; there were
also quite a few instances where people were wantonly listed
as pro-Japanese without any principle, thereby causing unwel-
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come ‘confusion, or regulations were violated out of personal
feelings of revenge. Of course, these errors were corrected in
good time.

Certain Party organizations committed such errors because
their members failed to grasp the essence of the political line
and policies of the Party and lacked experience and training in
executing the line,

Our Party must, therefore, continue to improve its com-
position, intensify the inner-Party struggle against petty-bour-
geois ideas and strengthen the education of its members in
the Party's policies and in Marxism-Leninism.

There were also cases in which some backward peasants
sympathized with the landlords and even shielded them by false-
ly declaring that they were the owners of the land which,
in fact, belonged to the landlords. All of this took place becausc
class education in the Party had been insufficient and because
propaganda work to ingpire the masses with hatred for the
landlords had been inadequate.

Hence, the Party should always oppose “Left” as well a:
Right deviations and educate its members consistently in the
ideology of the working class.

Second, the growth of Party ranks was not satisfactory
The South Pyongan and South Hamgyong Provincial Part;
Committees failed to take measures to get the finest and mos

progressive elements of the toiling masses into the Party ir
the course of the agrarian reform.

Party organizations should necessarily draw in fines
clements amidst such an acute class struggle and thus organiz
ru.ral Party cells. But some Party organizations failed to d
;zlsthlzr(g::tl}’- We must correct this error, expand the rank

Y and strengthen its organizations both organiza

tionally and ideologically to rei . o :
reinfor
countryside, y orce its positions in thi

One of the main tasks confrontin
masses of
ploitation
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th g our Party is to unite thu
¢ peasants, who have been liberated from the ex

of tlf}e landlords, under the influence of the Part;
t to its membership those poor peasants and farn
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hands who were active in the struggle for the agrarian reform.

Third, the Party’s propaganda work was weak. In par-
ticular, propaganda work by the provincial Party committees
was unsatisfactory and the organization and role of prop-
aganda squads were below the mark in general. This defect
found its most glaring expression in South Pyongan Province.
Neither slogans nor posters were put up in some areas of the
province. I went to Taedong County a week after the promulga-
tion of the Law, but there was not a poster nor a slogan put
up.

The situation is the same in Hwanghae Province. News-
papers carrying the text of the Agrarian Reform Law were not
distributed to the peasants, and they did not even know the
name of the Party paper. The newspapers lay in piles in the
provincial and county Party headquarters. This is indeed a
serious matter. It made it impossible for the peasant masses to
have a thorough knowledge of the agrarian reform.

Owing to lack of understanding of the Agrarian Reform
Law, cadres of North Pyongan Province themselves interpreted
it arbitrarily and implemented it in a distorted manner. The
Party Committee of Uiju County in North Pyongan Province
failed not only to make a profound study of the Agrarian Re-
form Law but also to study the instructions from the Party
centre on its implementation. As a result, it gave no guidance
to the people’s committees or the rural committees but, instead,
formed an absurd *“Commission for the Enforcement of Agra-
rian Reform"” within the county Party committee itself and
even hung up a door plate bearing this name. This is a con-
crete expression of improper organizational leadership and
propaganda work by the Party.

Owing to such inadequate propaganda work by the Party,
the peasants failed o have a full understanding of the political
significance of the agrarian reform and engrossed themselves
exclusively in the distribution of land. Hence, although land
had been distributed to the peasants, some of them did not
even know where the land had come from.

This was because the work of preparing and mobilizing the
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Party members ideologically was unsatisfactory and the Party
functionaries themselves lacked a correct understanding of the
Party’s policy for the agrarian reform. Party organs and Party
organizations at all levels should promptly correct the serious
defects in their propaganda activities and intensify their polit-
ical and propaganda work among the vast masses of the peo-
ple.

Fourth, we still lack vigilance. Since the agrarian reform
the class struggle has become more acute. The landlords are
frantically engaged in last-minute manoeuvres and the reac-
tionaries keep up their terrorist activities.

Various plots by the reactionaries and pro-Japanese ele-
ments were exposed during the agrarian reform. A landlord
held the post of chairman of the Peasants’ Union branch in
Chasong County, North Pyongan Province and attempted to
frustrate the enforcement of the Agrarian Reform Law, and
landlords and pro-Japanese elements in Anak County, Hwang-
hae Province, hid rifles and machine guns underground. Six
terrorists were arrested in Pyonggang, Kangwon Province; a
Japanese and two Korean traitors to the nation were caught
sneaking into Yongpyong with poison.

A counter-revolutionary demonstration against the agrarian
reform was held by specialized~ and middle-school boys in Ham-
hung, at the instigation of pro-Japanese elements and land-
lords. tI‘his shows that the South Hamgyong Provincial Party
C‘orfxmmee and the Party organizations in Hamhung lacked
vigilance,

o ﬂ?’eree:;ﬁt bteo aware,’that the plots and sinister machinations
weaken the gemogﬁ?b fOUr rarty and people’s pc?wer .and to
Our Party organizatic:c Olzces O ihe beople are 'St-lu A
against it. We must rnsé'i DWS}?EI‘, fac noit; yet vigilant enough

Fifth the work OC;C 1 :?ft-t is defect without de-lay. .
organizations was not du:;n mg1 the broad masses in the soc:ml
reform, the prestige of 0?1 repwe L In the course of the agrarian
of the people and, accordi arty rose g.reatly among the masses

' ngly, the social or
the peasants’ associations, the organizations such as
) y the Women’s Union and the Demo-
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cratic Youth League which worked in the rural areas under
the leadership of the Party, gained the deep confidence of the
masses. Nevertheless, these organizations failed to enlarge their
ranks in full measure,

Numerous peasant activists who had displayed enthusi-
asm and activity in the actual struggle for the agrarian reform
were not recruited into the social organizations, The peasants’
associations put off the expansion of their organizations until
after the agrarian reform and the Democratic Youth League,
in many cases, merely tailed behind the peasants’ associations
and did not actively strive to draw the rural youth into its
ranks, In future, therefore, Party organizations at all levels
should direct deep attention to fortifying the social organiza-
tions in the rural districts.

4, OUR TASKS

Comrades, now that the agrarian reform has been complet-
ed victoriously, our Party is confronted with the important task
of consolidating and following up this victory. The victory of
the agrarian reform can only be consolidated and followed up
by strengthening the forces of the Party and correctly imple-
menting its policy in the countryside.

What, then, are the immediate tasks of our Party?

First, we should see to it that the peasants, who have
become masters of the land, devote themselves to increas-
ing production for their own well-being and for the benefit
of the country. If the land is left to lie idle or the harvest falls
down after the agrarian reform, it will create conditions fa-
vourable {0 the reactionaries {o conduct their pernicious prop-
aganda.

Therefore, our slogan is: “Greet the first spring of liber-
ated Korea with increased production, don't let even an inch
of land lie idle!” The Party should make sure that this slogan
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Jlarged and fortified with the poor peasants and farm hands
as their base. .

Third, we should mtensxfy the political education of Party
members. The recent agrarian reform revealed the very low
political level of Party functionaries, not to speak of the rank-
and-file members. Some Party workers do not have a good
knowledge of the tasks of the Korean revolution at the pres-
ent stage; many Party members did their work in a bureau-
cratic manner, instead of thoroughly explaining and bringing
home to the masses the policies and line of the Party. In par-
ticular, they did not carry on the agrarian reform in close com-
bination with the immediate political tasks—the establishment
of a provisional government, the liquidation of the traitors to
the nation and reactionaries and other political work—but bus-
ied themselves only with the practical work of land distribution.

It is true that the political level of Party members rose
markedly during the recent agrarian reform. But, considering
the revolutionary tasks confronting us and the increasing po-
litical awakening of the masses, the ideological and political
level of our Party members is still very low. The Party, there-
fore, should do all it can to intensify the political education
of its cadres and of its entire membership.

In particular, we should fight against Right and “Left”
deviations in a proper manner among the cadres and Party
members. Qur Party members are not yet firmly armed with
Marxist-Leninist ideology. We should, thereiore, adopt a care-
ful attitude towards those Party members who have committed
errors and educate them in all sincerity. We should not lash
at them, branding them at random as “Leftists,”” “Rightists” or
“factionalists.,” Of course, we cannot overlook Right or “Left”
deviations. At present, the Right deviations are particularly
dangerous for us because not a few people who were under
the influence of the landlords and rich farmers have joined
the ranks of our Party.

We should always maintain a resolute attitude in waging
a principled struggle against all types of deviations from the
Party's line and thus thoroughly nip them in the bud. It is not
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a correct method of work to leave a Party member to himself,
without helping him to rectify his defects in good time, and
then to drive him out at one blow after his defects have be-
come irreparable. People should be educated with all sincerity
to prevent them from committing errors and to make them
commit few errors. And those who have committed errors
should clearly realize their faults and correct them.

Fourth, we have to strengthen the work of the organs of
people’s power,

The Party still fails to give satisfactory leadership to the
organs of power. In local areas, the Party does not lead and
assist the people's committees in their work, but ignores them
and does the work in their stead, thereby rendering the peo-
ple’s committees ineffectual. In South Hamgyong and South
Pyongan Provinces, the Party organs pushed aside the people’s
committees and went ahead to do everything themselves, re-
ducing the committees to a secondary role.

This method of work by Party organizations has resulted
in paralyzing the creative initiative of the people’s power,
weakening at the same time the leading role of the Party.

Since our organs of power are set up on the basis of the
united front of democratic political parties and social organiza-
fions, our Party should collaborate well with friendly parties
In the power organs, while playing the central and leading role,
and should always carry out all its policies through the peo-
ple’s committees,

’In order to strengthen the Party’s leadership of the peo-
ple’s power organs, the Party groups within the people’s com-
’;3;1’;‘;‘3: i‘:;t‘ir‘;; i;ﬁigfz;zc;gezn;io tt}}lf tpf}llitical education of the
understanding of its leading colo & fh ey may have a correct

At the same time weg sh 311;1 inforce the g
the people’s committee’s and i llj'emforce the apparatus of
In quite a number of 1 asi;lgr} c?st workers to them. .
tees are still very weak and :: " t‘dlStI‘ICts the people’s commit-
in them. In Kapsan Count aSc IC;I;IEI’I]; clements are en't renched
chairman of the people’s cﬁgm i nmeyone .Prf)vm.ce, the

mittee proposed distributing the
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land by lottery in an attempt to frustrate the enforcement of
the Agrarian Reform Law. The chairman of the Huchang
County People’s Committee, North Pyongan Province, had been
an officially appointed member of the North Pyongan Pro-
vincial Council under Japanese imperialist rule and its vice-
chairman had been the notorious head of a myon, In the early
days of liberation, both these men came out against the three-
to-seven system of tenancy and the voluntary delivery of farm
products. It hardly needs saying that they obstructed the a-
grarian reform. In no small number of places landlords and
corrupt officials are still to be found entrenched in the peo-
ple’s committees.

However, the power organs are not meant to protect the
interests of the landlords or.reactionaries. The power organs
themselves helong to our people, The thing to do is to drive
the reactionaries out of them.

We should rid the people’s committees of alien elements
and complete their staffs with best members of the rural
committees. Party organs and Party organizations at all levels
should immediately take up the work of reshuffling the peo-
ple’s committees,

Fifth, the activities of the mass organizations should be
intensified. During the recent agrarian reform campaign the
activities and role of the mass organizations were very great,
but these organizations were not sufficiently strengthened and
developed organizationally. Particularly unsatisfactory was the
work of developing such mass organizations as the Democratic
Youth League and the Women’s Union. There are not a few
counties where Women's Union organizations have not yet
been formed. We can no longer tolerate such a state of affairs.

Party organs at all levels and their responsible function-
aries should work actively to enrol the masses of rural women
and youth in the mass organizations and to rally them around
the Party and the pecople’s power in order to mobilize them
as soon as possible for the construction of the country.

In connection with the work of social organizations, it
should be emphasized that it is important to strengthen the
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work of the Democratic Youth League in the schools and to
work well among the student youths.

Everywhere the reactionaries use the students for their
sinister aims. But we would be gravely mistaken if we were
to regard all students as reactionary elements. Not all students
are scions of the landlords or are reactionaries.

We should not forget that students can play a progressive
role in colonial and semi-colonial countries. Our Party organs
and Party organizations did not realize this and paid no at-
tention to education and to work among student youths, with
the result that not a few students were used by the reaction-
aries.

We should, therefore, begin by examining and re-educat-
ing the teachers in order to improve the educational work rad-
ically. Best Democratic Youth League workers should be
assigned to all schools as instructors in charge of discipline to
get rid of reactionary students and, at the same time, strength-
en the work of the Democratic Youth League in the schools.
To aid students from poor families, a state stipend system
should be introduced in colleges and specialized schools, and
the composition of the student body should be improved.

Sixth, our Party should further fortify its footholds in
the countryside, consolidating and developing the successes in
the agrarian reform. The Party should not only organize its
cells in factories and enterprises, but also go deep into the
midst of the poor peasants and farm hands in the rural areas
i‘}‘:d extensively conduct the work of organizing Party cells

ere. fl‘he most important duty facing our Party is to expand
fmd reinforcee its positions in order to prepare for the forthcom-
ing battle.
and g::sfrfgyu?:sm nc?t yet taken deep roots among the workers
were Widene'd N ?;ntf?azses. TI}e rural pfasmons of the Party
recent agrarian reforr;ll;et tcﬁmlderably " the. course of the

Therefore, Part ,oru i ati_:‘ was only the f.lrSt S.tEP '
levels should élevoteyall ﬁil r.uzaflons "nd functionaries at all
cning the Party organizatiilr hoorts to the \\fork of strength-
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Party organizations should thoroughly eradicate such
tendencies as keeping the door of the Party wide open in an
unprincipled way pretexting to expand the Party ranks, and
leaving new members without education and training. They
should prevent alien elements such as pro-Japanese elements
and landlords from worming their way into the Party and, at
the same time, continue to wage an energetic struggle for purg-
ing away the factionalists and alien elements in order to assure
ideological unanimity and unity of will in the Party.

Last, the wicked propaganda of the landlords and the sub-
versive manoceuvres of the south Korean reactioparies should
be completely smashed,

The vile propaganda of the landlords can be generally
classified into two categories, One is the falsehood circulated
by them concerning a political question, i.e., the question of
the establishment of a provisional government. The reaction-
ary landlords are threatening the peasants by saying that
Syngman Rhee will come to power and that the peasants will
then be deprived of the land again. The other is related to the
question of the voluntary deliveries of farm produce. The land-
1drds say that the peasants have received land but their burden
will grow heavier than before,

‘What should be our attitude to such slanders?

We have to carry on vigorous propaganda work to shatter
the calumnies of the landlords in the countryside by mobilizing
best propaganda forces of all the social organizations. We have
to publicize in the most convincing way the fact that Syng-
man Rhee cannot enjoy the support of the people because he
is opposed to democracy, which the entire Korean people unan-
imously demand, the fact that the peasants from this year on
need not pay any farm rent nor the miscellaneous levies exact~
ed from them in the past by the Japanese imperialists and the
landlords, but will pay a very reasonable progressive tax ac-
cording to the crop harvests, and the fact that the organs of

people’s power will endeavour in every way to improve the
livelihood of the peasants.

Not only should we conduct our propaganda work in an
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effective way, but we should help the peasants to do the spring
ploughing well and should unfold among the broad masses a
campaign of volunteer labour service for the building of the
countiry.

At the same time, a resolute struggle has to be waged a-
gainst the calumnies and the subversive manoeuvres of the
south Korean reactionaries.

At present the rural situation in the area north of the
38th parallel presents a striking contrast with that in the area
to the south of it. The land problem has already been complete-
ly solved in the area above the 38th parallel. But in the area
below the 38th parallel the three-to-seven system of tenancy
has not even been introduced, let alone the agrarian reform,
nor have any ways ever been proposed for the solution of the
land problem. The reactionaries south of the 38th parallel are
madly slandering the agrarian reform in north Korea, raving,
“Just wait and see. You cannot farm without landlords.” We
should smash up their reactionary propaganda by doing the
spring ploughing and sowing properly, raising agricultural pro-
duction and improving the livelihood of the peasants.

The south Korean reactionaries. once clamoured for the
ab?lition of the 38th parallel, shifting the responsibility for its
existence onto the Communist Party, but now they dare not
utter a single word about its abolition. It seems that they are
now very much afraid of the north wind, far from sending the
south wind towards us, and are terrified at the democratic re-

form we have carried out in north Korea and the 20-Point
Platform we have announced.

Fonowmg the agrarian reform, we announced and are al-~

:f?;l); carrying out in north Korea the 20-Point Platform which
N rlu iy ; ;téloe foundation of the future political programme of a
Somarat rean government, Consequently, in north Korea the

cratic forces are developing rapidly and the living stand-

ard of the i -
Korean people is gradually. rising. Scared at this, the south
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Hence, we should not even for a moment slacken vigilance
against reaction. The Party's political and organizational work |
should be strengthened in the countryside, particularly in
Hwanghae and Kangwon Provinces, so that the broad masses
of the people may sharpen their hatred and their vigilance a-
gainst the enemy and detect and wipe out spies, wreckers and
saboteurs.

Comrades, our Party has victoriously accomplished the a-
grarian reform, the centuries-old hope of the Korean peas-
antry, and thereby laid a solid foundation for the democratic
development of the country, This great socic-economic reform
will be a tremendous force in accelerating the building of an
independent and democratic state,

Party organizations at all levels and the entire membership
of the Party must devote all their energies to the struggle to
consolidate the achievements of the agrarian reform and to
successfully accomplish the immediate democratic tasks.
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As an exclusive colony of the Japanese imperialists, Korea
was denied all political rights and suffered from extreme eco-
nomic disruption and cultural blindness owing to brutzl tyranny
and plunder such as could scarcely be found elsewhere in the
world.

The Korean workers in particular who suffered the most
distressing plight, were long forced to do indescribable inhuman
toil and to live on the verge of starvation as a result of the
Japanese imperialists’ rapacious policy of securing high
colonial profits. The Japanese imperialists gained fabulous
profits by bleeding the Korean workers white; they sought
prosperity for capitalist Japan by working the toiling people of
Korea like slaves.

Every day Korean workers were forced to toil without res-
pite for many hours and mercilessly exploited. According to
watered-down data published by the research bureau of Japan's
South Manchuria Railway Company, for instance, in 1937 fac-
tories with a nine-hour working day accounted for only 6 per
cent of the total while those with a working day of over 12
hours made up 41 per cent of the total. The working day was
longer and working conditions were worse for the workers in
household industries which accounted for 20 per cent of the in-
dustrial output value. In the munitions factories particularly,
which grew rapidly in the course of the war of aggression
against China and during the Pacific War, the working day
usually ranged from 14 to 16 hours. This unrestrained exten-
sion of working time brought much higher profits to the Jap-
anese imperialists, but more diseases, hunger and poverty to
the Korean workers.

The Japanese imperialists perpetrated double exploitation
of the Korean workers by enforcing extreme national discrimi-
nation. The Korean workers were insulted and humiliated as
an “inferior nation” and were paid far less than the Japanese
warkers, doing the same work.

The working day of the Korean workers was from one to
more than two hours longer than the Japanese workers' as a
rule. According to statistics for 1937, the average working day
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All factories, without exception, lacked any labour protec-
tion arrangement. The Tongyang Silk Mill in Pyongyang, for
instance, sacked a worker without even paying a dismissal nl-
lowance immediately after he was caught by a machine and lost
his arm. Only after the mill came undeor the people’'s ownership
following liberation, were measures taken to assure his livell-
hood. In the railways and certain governmenti-owned plants,
such as tobacco factories, there were mutual-aid associations
and medical facilities, but they all served as instruments for
double or triple exploitation of the workers.

In our country, which was a labour market for Japanese
imperialism, the workers suffered all manner of discriminative
oppression and barbaric exploitation, and, not only that, count-
less workers were taken to Japan under various names such as
so-called “voluntary enlistment,” “recommendation for fobs" and
“labour drafting," their number coming to more than 1,500,000,
The Japanese imperialists, far from taking any measure for the
protection of the young and middle-aged Korcans whom they
dragged off to their country, manhandled them with the lash
and exploited them without limit.

In this way, Japanese imperialists bled the Korean work-
=rs white, crippling and causing many of them to suffer from
diseases. The so-¢alled "Factory Law" of Japanese imperialism
had no aim other than to shackle the Korean workers to the
fetters of colonial slavery and impose poverty and hunger on
them,

In such conditions, the Korean workers persistently vraged

a resolute strugple to defend their class interests and to ¢mach
the basis of Japanese imperialism’s cruel colonial exploitation in
Korea. For instance, only in the period from January to August
of 1840, a year of intensified suppression by Japanese imperial-
ism, there were 623 labour disputes, involving 49,000 workcrs
But owing to repression by Japaneze imperializm, the workers’
struggle was extremely difficult, and it finally developed into a
clandestine movement. The working conditions of our workers
became worse and their material conditions more wretched in
the closing years of Japanece impeniahist rule,
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With Japanese imperialism’s defeat and our country’s lib-
eration the road to a new life was opened up before the Korean
people and the Korean working class.

In north Korea today, complete political freedom is assured
for the people and democratic tasks are being carried out, one
after another.

The Provisional People’s Committee of North Korea carried
out, first of all, the historic agrarian reform, uprooting the rem-
nants of feudalism which had for centuries checked the socio-
economic progress of our country, liquidating the landlord class
in the countryside and enabling the peasants to become masters
of land and builders of democracy. :

With the carrying out of the agrarian reform, the founda-
tions were laid for the speedy rehabilitation and development
of the productive forces in our country’s agriculture and the
first step was taken towards an organic relationship between
industry and agriculture and towards their proportionate de-
velopment. The enforcement of this great and historic reform
contributed to the strengthening of the worker-peasant alliance
and to the further consolidation of the basis of the democratic -
united front.

The Provisional People’s Committee of North Korea ‘is
making tremendous efforts for the speedy reconstruction of in-
dustry, the leading branch of the economy in our countfry. We
are carrying on the work of reorganizing Korea’s industry, once
a tc?ol of the Japanese imperialists in their colonial pillage and
policy of aggression, into an independent and peaceful industry
to serve the development of our national economy and the im-~
Provement of the people’s livelihood, and of rehabilitating and

readjustirfg the factories and enterprises left demolished by the
Japanese Imperialists,

In this connection
organs of people’s po
extremely

» it is an important task confronting our
wer 1o emancipate the workers from the
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ciety, and to bring their enthnsiasm and initiative into full play.

Today the workers, freed from the voke of colonial slavery,
take an active part in the reconstruction of our industry, ac-
complishing great feats of labour; they strive to accelerate the
building of a2 democralic country and to achieve the democratic
emancipation of the working class.

But the building of a democratic state has only just begun.
Only part of our factories, mines and enterprises have resumed
operation, and industrial production and construclion as a
whole has not yet got into its stride.

In the industrial field, we now have the possibility of liqui-
dating the survivals of the colonial rule of Japanese imperialism,
of establishing a democratic system of labour, improving the
working conditions of the workers, and raising their standard
of living. Yet, the democratic emancipation of the workers has
not been fully effected. An eight-hour working day has not yet
been enacted, the employment of juvenile labour is widespread,
social insurance and labour protection for the workers have yet
to be introduced, and the survivals of Japanese imperialism
have not been totally abolished in industrial management.

For this reason the Labour Law to be promulgated now
by the Provisional Feople’s Committee of North Korea has as
its aims the radical improvement of the working conditions of
factory and office workers, the enhancement of their material
well-being, the elimination of the vestiges of impenalist exploi-
tation in industry and the achievement of the democratic eman-
cipation of the working class.

Conditions are already ripe for realizing the democratic
emancipation of factory and oflice workers. Major factories,
mines, enterprises and banks are in the hands of the people; the
Provisional People’s Committee of North Korea, which repre-
sents the genuinely democratic power, has gained considerably
in strength, and the worker-peasant alliance under the leader-
ship of the working class has been further consolidated.

It is of great importance to grant full democratic rights in
labour and life to the workers, who are the very core of the
democratic forces in Korea and who are in charge of the lead-
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ing sector of the national economy. If the democratic emanci-
pation-of faclory and office workers and reform of their work-
ing life are not effected, if the enthusiasm and creative activity
of factory and office workers are not enlisted, the building of
our new life will undoubtedly be delayed and impeded.

It is, therefore, an important revolutionary iask and a pre-
requisite for Korea's democratic development to enforce a
Labour Law that provides for an eight-hour working day, a
proper wage system and social insurance.

As all of you comrades know, the 20-Point Platform of the
Provisional People’s Committee of North Korea clearly sets forth
the task of liquidating the vestiges of Japanese imperialism’s
colonial exploitation and of introducing a democratic system of
labour in Korea, The Labour Law to be promulgated this time
will embody in practical lile the labour policy of our people’s
power as specified precisely in the Platform, and will {urther
promote the building of our democratic state by introducing an
cight-hour working day, equal pay for equal worl, irrespective
of age or sex, and social insurance for factory and office
worlsers.

This Labour Law is a democratic law, which fully conforms
to the concrete historical conditions in our country.

Our country is now in the stage of the democratic revolu-
tion. We are liquidating the remnants of the systems of colonial
and feudal exploitation and are encouraging private enterprises
o a certain degree.

'I_‘hc.e econcimic construction in our country at present is not
a socmpst one, and yet, it is not, of course, going in the direction
;’fnt‘?%‘lﬂi:ﬁ{? We are in the stage of building a democratic
of life ({n m‘e‘:’]i :‘he patriotic democratic forces from all walks
foudal oanl, 'ms of abolishing ithe foundations of colonial and

expioitation.

o I‘-?r .tlus 1‘(32150!'1 our Labour Law is not identical with that
soclalist society and, what is more, it is
ferent from the Iabour law of
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5 law is a democratic labour law
actual condilions in Korea, We have to



On the Draft of the Labour Taw 1

guarantee by law the rights of the wape and salary carners
employed in private enterprises, not to mention the riphts of
workers and office employecs who labour ns masters In our
state organs and state-owned enterprises. Our people's power
allows and encourages the business activitics of the nationsl
capitalists. But it cannot tolerate the unrestrained sweating of
the workers by the entreprencurs, The characteristie of the
Labour Law to be promulgated now §s that it defrnds the in-
terests of all factory and office worliers and ensurcs demncratic
rights for them.

There may be people who, deeming our Labnur Law to be
a law defending only the interesis of the working clasy, think
that it undermines the National Democratic United Front, This
is an erronecus idea.

The Labour Law, which defends the interests of factary and
office workers, meets and coincides {ully with the jnterests nf
democratic construction in Forea. To lay excrseive emphiasls on
the interests of the workers and office employers In disregzrd
of the rezlities of our country, and tn iZnnre the general fne
terectis of dermscratic constiruction, would controvene the unders
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tory of Korea but also in the history of the world’s colonial and
semi-colonial nations.

Agrarian and other reforms have been carried out likewise
in the democratic countries in East and Southeast Europe since
their liberation, but none of those countries have so far enacted
a democratic labour law.

In our own country, too, in south Korea where a U.S. mili-
tary government has been set up with the support of the trai-
torous Syngman Rhee clique, the workers, far from having a
labour law of this type, are forced to do backbreaking slave
labour just as in the days of Japanese imperialist rule, and
languish in the living hell of hunger and non-rights. Hundreds
of thousands of jobless workers roam the streets, and suffer all
manner of persecution and abuse, without even elementary
democratic liberties and rights and any security for living.

Besides, there is as yet no democratic labour law, either,
in the United States, a self-styled democratic country, where the
working class has no democratic rights in the true sense of the
word. After the termination of World War II the United States
failed to promptly reorganize its munitions industry into a
peacetime industry but only reduced the number of workers
Breatly as compared with the past. In consequence, the streets
swarm with unemployed and labour disputes occur one after
another.
~ Our Labour Law to be enacted this time is another strik-
Ing demonstration of the democratic character of the Provisional
People's Committee of North Korea and a graphic illustration
of the nature of genuine democracy. It is 5 perfectly democratic
law sucl} as is inconceivable in capitalist countries, and is a
f}xl‘ogresswc? labour law fully conforming to the interests of
o Wi .t o BBl Enforement of
north Korea and. at th L othe er.nocratxc revolution 1n

’ e same time, provid he
accelerated democratization of the ° @ Buarantee for !
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We should fully explain and bring home to the masses
of the people the progressive content and great significance
of our Labour Law, and inspire them to come out as one in the
struggle for the thoroughgoing execution of this law.

The lofty feeling of love for the country and the nation
is embodied in our Labour Law,

In the past the Japanese imperialists worked the children
and youth of Korea day and night, like beasts of burden, paying
thern the lowest possible wages, and left them ragged, hungry,
ignorant and ill, dooming them to fall down or become disabled
and wander aimlessly in despair. Furthermore, the Japanese
imperialists cruelly sweated and persecuted our Korean women
and went o far as to deny them all the elementary rights
as mothers.

Nevertheless, the Syngman Rhee clique is bent on retain-
ing in our liberated country the same system of exploitation as
in the days of Japanese imperialist rule. They are quislings who,
far from loving their nation, betray it. They are trying again
to shackle the liberated people of Korea to the fetters of slavery
and subject them to humiliation and oppression by retaining
the old system under which Koreans exploited Koreans and
foreign imperialists oppressed and exploited the Korean people.
These acts of theirs are out and out traitorous, criminal actions.

Quite contrary to this, in promulgating the Labour Law
now the Provisional People’s Committee of North Korea is
Buided by the aim of liquidating the survivals of heavy forced
labour of the colonial type of the past and establishing a new
and popular system of labour and, on this basis, of speedily de-
veloping our country into a rich and powerful, democratic state,
and making it possible for all our men and women workers and
the entire nation o live in plenty at an early date.

Who is against such a labour law and seeks to obstruct its
cnforcement? It is the traitorous Syngman Rhee clique that
attempts to turn Korea into a colony of the U.S. imperialists
and enslave our nation again. The traitor Syngman Rhee,
bPrempted by an ambition to set up his dictatorship, is working
hard to preserve the feudal system and build a foothold for
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- tory of Korea but also in the history of the world’s colonial and
semi-~colonial nations.

Agrarian and other reforms have been carried out likewise
in the democratic countries in East and Southeast Europe since
their liberation, but none of those countries have so far enacted
a democratic labour law.

In our own country, too, in south Korea where a U.S. mili-
tary government has been set up with the support of the trai-
torous Syngman Rhee clique, the workers, far from having a
labour law of this type, are forced to do backbreaking slave
labour just as in the days of Jjapanese imperialist rule, and
languish in the living hell of hunger and non-rights. Hundreds
of thousands of jobless workers roam the streets, and suffer all
manner of persecution and abuse, without even elementary
democratic liberties and rights and any security for living.

Besides, there is as yet no democratic labour law, either,
in the United States, a self-styled demacratic country, where the
working class has no democratic rights in the true sense of the
word. After the termination of World War II the United States
failed to promptly reorganize its munitions industry into a
peacetime industry but only reduced the number of workers
greatly as compared with the past. In consequence, the streets

warm with unemployed and labour disputes occur one after
other. _ '
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ganizations and the workers, peasants, intellectuals and all-
other sections of the people will further consolidate the victory
of democracy in north Korea by participating as one in per-
fecting the law through earnest discussion of the draft of the
Labour Law which is to be promulgated soon and by guaran-
teeing its early and thoroughgoing enforcement
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NATIONALIZATION OF MAJOR INDUSTRIES—
THE FOUNDATION FOR BUILDING AN
INDEPENDENT, SOVEREIGN STATE

Speech Delivered at the Pyongyang City
Mass Rally Held in Support of the Law on
Nationalization of Industries
August 10, 1946

Dear fellow countrymen,

I would like to convey to you some happy news, news of
great significance to the life of the Korean people.

Today the Provisional People’s Committee of North Xorea
has passed and promulgated the law on the confiscation without
compensation and the nationalization of all the factories, mines,
power plants, railway transport, communications, banks, trade
and cultural establishments, etc., which had been owned by the
Japanese state, by Japanese corporations and individuals or by
Korean traitors to the nation.

. This law .issued by the Provisional People’s Committee of
la(::ﬁ; lffz;ea flS of }*eally.great historic significance. Under this
o ' ) E. actories, mines, power plants, railway transport,
_ommunications, banks, trade and cultural establishments, etc.,
In north Korea which the J apanese imperialists built with the
:}\]'-:at and blood of the Korean people in this land, have become
o t?uz OI;‘;Z:Y of the latter, tl}eir sole legal owner. In addition,
who fled m?tzefhand enterprises which had belonged to those
the trait ¢ Japi%nese, to the pro-Japanese elements and

rattors to the nation have alsg been confiscated without
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compensation and passed into the possessicn of the Korean
people.

During their rule over our country the Japanese imperialist
robbers did not develop Korea's industries in the interests of
the Korean people; they built industrial establishments in our
country in order to plunder our country of its rich resources
and rake in huge colonial profits by exploiting the labour of
our people. Japanese imperialism also made use of quite a
number of factories and enterprises in Korea to supply muni-
tions for its aggressive war, By their backbreaking labour the
Korean people, up to the eve of the liberation, enriched only the
Japanese imperialist colonial marauders, while they themselves
suffered from acute hunger and penury.

However, this unfair and humiliating system has now been
ended for good. Now the factories, mines, collieries, power
plants, rallways, banks, etc., have all passed into the hands of
the Korean people entirely to secure the prosperity and prog-
ress of our country and the betterment of our people’s well-
being,

There is no doubt that the entire Korean people through-
out north and south Korea will warmly approve and support
with exultant joy and enthusiasm this law enacted by the Pro-
visional People’s Committee of North Korea,

This law enacted by the Provisional People’s Committee of
North Korea is a new, important step towards the democrati-
zation of Korea and the building of an independent, sovereign
and democratic country.

In the year since Korea was liberated from the yoke of
Japanese imperialism, we have accomplished several democratic
tasks in north Korea. The people’s committee, the genuine peo-
ple's power, was set up and strengthened; the agrarian reform
whereby the land of the Japanese imperialists and the land-
lords was confiscated and distributed free to the peasants, and
the Labour Law and the Law on Equality of the Sexes were
cnforced; and measures were taken to establish a system of
public education. We have thus laid the foundation for build-
ing an independent state of democratic Korea in the future.
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the persecution of democratic political parties and social or-
pganizations,

With the active support of the U.S. Military Command,
American capitalists and domestic reactionaries are rvesorting
to every conceivable scheme to seize the productivé facilities
and effects formerly owned by the Japanese state or Japanese
individuals in south Korea. Particularly, the traitorous Syng-
man Rhee clique is selling out Korea’s industries and natural
resources to the U.S. monopoly capitalists at will. It is no secret
that a2 number of American mining corporations have long been
casting covetous eyes on the rich mineral resources of Korea
Those corporations have bribed the Syngman Rhee clique with
dollars and concluded an “agreement” on the operation of the
mining industry in Korea This shows that, using its lackeys—
the Syngman Rhee clique—as its ushers, U.S. monopoly capital
is trying hard to monopolize Korea's major industries, convert
our country into a U.S. colony and enslave our people again,

The Korean people will never tolerate this, and wiil {ight
more staunchly to foil the plot of U.S. imperialism and its
running dogs, traitors to the nation, and to achieve the political
and economic independence of Korea.

The present law of the Provisional People’s Committee of
North Korea on the nationalization of major industries formerly
owned by the Japanese imperialists and the Korean traitors
to the nation constitutes a stern answer and a powerful blow
by the Korean people to all the pro-Japanese elements, traitors
to the nation, and the reactionaries who are obstructing the
building of an independent and democratic state, and to the U.S.
imperialists and traitorous Syngman Rhee clique who are at-
tempting to reimpose the yoke of colonial slavery upon the
Korean people. The factories, mines, collieries, power plants,
railways, communications, banks, etc, which have wholly
passed into the hands of the Provisional People’s Cornmittee of
North Korea under this law, shall never again become the prop-
erty of any foreign capitalist or private entrepreneur; they
will forever remain under ownership by the state whose mas-
ters are the people, as the property of the Korean people.
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The industrial establishments nationalized now are those
important enterprises which can be considered the backbone
of Korea's economy. Now they will no longer be run as a means
of the imperialists for making profits, as they were befcre lib-
eration, but will be operated exclusively to make our country
praosperous and enhance the well-being of the Korean people.
The fact that the key branches of the national economy have
thus come into the hands of the Korean people and are geared
to the interests of the people is really of tremendous signifi-
cance to the rapid, planned rehabilitation and development of
our country’s economy and to the acceleration of the building of
an independent, sovereign and democratic state in the future.

The new law enacted by the Provisional People’s Com-
mittee of North Korea sets new tasks before our people.

We must learn how o manage and run industry better,
ensure the prompt return to production of the enterprises still
out of operation, and secure the necessary materials and man-
power. And a struggle should be waged everywhere to strength-
en labour discipline and increase labour productivity.

No longer are we working for the imperialists or exploiters;
we are working for our own good, for the welfare of the entire
people. The better we work, the more goods our factories and
enterprises will produce and supply to the people at cheaper
Prices. Therefore, all factory and office workers should adopt
a new attitude towards labour, actively cherish and thriftily
use the property of the state and of the people and endeavour
top llzﬁu‘;? af{ much as possible and in better quality.

should ma‘;{i :;‘5812nd tfs;chmcxan‘s, and parti:culax:ly the youﬂ'l,
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The pro-Japanese elements, the traitors to the nation and
reactionaries will surely manneuvre to prevent this historic
law from being put into effect These despicable and villainous
enemies may destroy our factories and enterprises and even
perpetrate acts of terrorism and sabotage.

However, no force can check the onward march of our
awakened and united people and no one can reverse the wheel
of history rolling fast ahead.

All political parties and social organizations, workers, peas-
ants, intellectuals and all other sections of the people should
give unqualified support to the just measure taken by the Pro-
visional People’'s Committee of North Xorea, They should
firmly protect the industrial establishments which have become
the property of the people against the enemy’s plots to destroy
them and, at the same time, devote all their energies and
enthusiasm to ensure their normal operations and the speedy
rehabilitation and development of the national economy. Need-
less to say, this will bring about improvement in the livelihood
of our people and contribute to the cause of building a rich,
strong and democratic country.

Of course, this is an arduous and complex task, but we
must accompiish it at any cost. The united might of the people,
working consciously in their own behalf and for the sake of
their country, is fully able to surmount any difficulty and
obstacle and will surely win victory.

Let the liberated people of Korea demonstrate to the whole
world that they are fully capable of building a free, independ-
ent and democratic state and of running it efficientiy!

Long live free, democratic Korea!

Long live the Provisional People’s Committee of North
Korea, our people's glovernment!

Long live the Soviet people, the closest friend and the
helper of the Korean people!

Long live Comrade Stalin, the great leader of the Soviet
people and a close friend of the Korean people!
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FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
A UNITED PARTY OF THE
WORKING MASSES

Report o the Inaugural Congress of the
Workers' Party of North Korea
August 29, 1946

Dear comrade delegates, :

The present Congress, called to inaugurate the Workers”
Party of North Korea through the merger of the Communist.
Party of North Korea and the New Democratic Party of Korea,
Is of great significance in the annals of the independence move-
ment in Korea and in carrying out the tasks of the democratic
revolution today.

You comrade delegates have assembled here, not only in
the capacity of delegates of the Workers’ Party but also as rep-
resentatives of the entire north Korean people, to discuss
s-tate affairs and the momentous problems decisive to the des-
tiny of the fatherland,

We, who have so far been engaged in a great struggle and
construction for the country and the people, have convened the

?rcsent Congress to found a united party of the Korean work-
?rlng::flsses for the purpose of accomplishing still greater work
re,

Situa’fi};enxoreafn lpeol.)le who are in a complex and acute political
with 1t are fo lqwmg the Inaugural Congress of our Party
i greatest interest ang hopes today. We should conduct

e present Congress Successiully so that we may live up to the
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great expectations of the Korean people and meet the urgent
demands of the popular masses.

1. POLITICAL SITUATION IN KOREA

The situation in our country underwent a radical change
after liberation. When the anti-fascist world war was brought
to a victorious conclusion thanks to the decisive role played
by the Soviet army, the system of barbarous Japanese imperi-
alist rule collapsed in Korea, too, and the way was opened up
for building a Korea for the Koreans, for building a new
country and a new life in conformity to our people's will and
demands,

The ravolutionary enthusiasm and creative power of the
Korean people liberated from long years of oppression burst
forth like an erupting volcano, and this great force has radi-
cally changed the appearance of Korean society in the past
year.

The democratic reforms carried out in north Korea dur-
ing this period have put an end to all the colonial and feudal
relations that had long retarded the development of our coun-
try’s economy and culture, and paved the way to unhindered
development, The past year was indeed a year of preat prog-
ress and change that would ordinarily be equal to scores or
hundreds of years,

The political readiness of the Korean people has heightened
to an unprecedented degree in the course of the bitter strug-
gle with the enemy; Korea today is precisely the people's
Korea, a Korea that is governed and built by the people them-
selves.

North Korea's democratic reforms are also of great signif-
icance internationally. Democratic social reforms as thorough-
ly carried out as those in our north Korea are rarely to be
seen in many other countries which have taken the road of
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perity and development of our country and improvement of
the welfare of the working masses. These measures taken by
the Provisional People’s Committee of North Korea clearly
cxpress the thoroughgeing and progressive nature of the
democratic reforms carried out in our country.

In addition, the Law on Equality of the Sexes emanci-
pated the women in north Korea from thousands of years of
humiliation and ill-treatment, and a twofold and threefold
oppression, enabling them to enjoy equal rights with men
and work actively in all spheres of politics, economy and
culture,

As all these facts expressly prove, democratic north Ko-
rea today points clearly to the road for the entire Korean
people to follow, and the democratization of Korea and her
full independence can be achieved only by relying firmly on
the democratic base in north Korea.

However, many difficulties lie on the road of the demo-
cratic construction of the country, and our struggle is very
arduous and complex., This is because the aggressive army
of U.S, imperialism is stationed in south Korea, seeking to
turn our country into a colony once again, and because a
gang of quislings are running wild, who have become its
lackeys and are trying to sell out Korea to imperialism as a
colony again. Today the U.S. military govermment monop-
olizes all powers in south Korea and is doing everything in
its Irantic effort to suppress the democratic forces and gain a
footheld for reaction.

As under Japanese imperialist rule in the past, the peo-
ple in south Korea are groaning under the savage oppression
and tyranny of the domestic and foreign reactionary forces
and are stranded in the misery of poverty, deprived of all
rights.

The masses of the people are completely denied even the
elementary {reedoms—freedom of speech, the press, assem-
bly, association, religious belief, and so on. Thus, thousands of
patriols are being cruelly tortured in police dungeons and
prisons for the “crime™ of love for their country, of calling
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for democracy and the independence of the country. Leaders
of the people are shot down in broad daylight by reactionary
terrorists, and democratic political parties and social organi-
zations are being wrecked by the terrorism of the traitorous
Syngman Rhee gang openly patronized by the U.S. army.
The reactionaries shot to death, right in front of a court-
house, one of the middle-school boys who were demanding that
the trial in the so-called “forged-note case” be opened to the
publie. :

Patriotic-minded scholars and teachers are dismissed
from schecols, and schools are being closed down one after
another. Patriotic workers in culture and the arts are also
placed under surveillance, beaten up and thrown into jail
for no reason at all.

Far from carrying out agrarian reform, the land former-
ly owned by the Japanese is being concentrated in the hands
of the Americans and the reactionary profiteers. The south
Korean peasants are still groaning under the yoke of the
feudal system of high-rents tenancy. :

Far from instituting a labour law, workers are slaughtered
by planes, tanks and machine guns merely because they have
taken part in demonstrations. The situation is such that one
has to serve a term of eight years in prison for making a speech
appe.aling for promoting the labour movement. The work-
ers in south Korea are now being driven hard like beasts of
burden, subjected to the same cruel colonial oppression and
exploitation as in the past.

o ﬁialijféon;l .r;.e;tionalizing the key industries, the authorities
lishment; 'forrlnlejlry government declare th.e indflst'rial estab-
their property; thz ownecII. ° Jepanese imperialism to be
tion, but actua,ny tgepay ip Serx.uce to industrial rehablht.:a-
which are in Operatg)nar:n‘évrecmng e those Tow faf:torles
market for U.S. commaoditi c'?‘rl'lxvertm‘g south Horea into @
clique is guilty of the ies. The tf‘altorous Syngman Rheie
has already sold mining and tradien el Ol 2ot I
American capitalists angd and ftrading concessions in Korea to

» moreover, it is now openly selling
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the country’s valuable resources to American big businesses.

Far frcm granting women equal rights with men, con-
cubinage, licensed and unlicensed prostitution and the kisaeng
girl system are growing more prevalent, and numerous
women suffer unbearable humiliation as playthings for the
rich and powerful.

The true worth of a political party or a policy must be
assessed not by its words or statements but by the practical
activities of that party, or by the concrete facts showing
whose interests that policy represents and defends. Over the
past year the reactionary “politicians” in south Korea made
innumerable speeches and promises and pledges over the mike
and {from the rostrums. What, however, have they brought to
the Korean people in reality? The Syngman Rhee clique,
brazen-faced as it is, can no longer conceal its true colours
which have now been expesed by the sfark facts in all their
nakedness in the eyes of the entire Korean people. The trai-
torous Syngman Rhee clique, instead of introducing democ-
racy, has done nothing else but tyrannizing over south Korea
and selling the country to the United States as a colony, in
obedience to the orders of its U.S. masters.

Swarms of jobless people roam the streets; hungry peo-
ple, gourd in hand, crowd the government offices, raising a
hue and cry; youths and students fall under rifle fire; schools
are closed down; newspapers, magazines and other press or-
gans are closed one after another; patriots are constantly ar-
rested, jailed and murdered. Meanwhile, pro-Japanese ele-
ments and {raitors to the nation resort to despotism and abuse
of power, as if the days of their glory had returned, Precisely
this is the true picture of south Korea, a land of lawlessness,
lorded over by the U.S. army.

In striking contrast to north Kerea, which is advancing in
the direction of genuine democracy and national independ-
ence, south Korea under the fascist reign of terrorism of the
U.S. imperialists and their stooges, the traitorous Syngman
Rhee clique, is moving backward along the path of reaction
and colonial enslavement. Thus, the southern half of our coun-
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try is occupied and converted into a colony by the U.S. im-
perialists, and this very fact presents difficulties to the solution
of the Korean question.

The most important task facing the Korean people today
is to overcome at an early date the anti-popular and reaction-
ary line pursued in south Korea, to carry out thoroughgoing
democratic reforms in south Korea, as was done in north Ko~

rea, and thereby build a new, unified, independent and demo-
cratic Xorea.

2. STRENGTHENING THE NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC
UNITED FRONT—AN IMPORTANT GUARANTEE
OF VICTORY IN THE REVOLUTION

Consolidation in every way of the National Democratic
United Front, which rallies around itself all the patriotic dem-
ocratic forces of Korea, provides an important guarantee of
victory for our revolution.

‘ Democratic reforms in north Korea have from the begin-
ning been carried out through the efforts of the entire people,
by the joint endeavours of all democratic political parties
ond social organizations, l
The Communist Party of North Korea, New Democratic
Party of Korea, Korean Democratic Party, Chondoist Chongu
Part:?r and all the social organizations, acting concertedly at
all times under the banner of democracy, have liquidated the
pro-Japanese elements of al} shades, smashed the intrigues
and manoeuvres of the reactionaries and energetically pro-
moted thef cause of building a democratic state. The National
Democra.txc United Front of North Korea, which unites all
the patriotic democratic forces, was formed and grew in the
course of act_ual struggle to carry out the democratic tasks.
It is closely %mked with the broad masses of the people; it has
already rallied aroung itself more than 6 millions 'of the



Establishment of & United Party of the Working Masses 81

organized masses, This constitutes really a great force, and
herein lies the basic factor in our victory.

Reliance on the united strength of all the political
parties, social organizations and the people in all walks of life
made it fully possible for the Provisional People’s Committee |
of North Korea to successfully accomplish the great demo-
cratic reforms in the short period of no more than a half year
after its establishment. Every time a democratic task was
put forward, all the political parties and social organiza-
tions gave it unqualified support by issuing joint statements,
sent their workers to different districts and spared neither
efforts nor zeal for its victorious accomplishment,

Since the wvarious democratic political parties accord
unanimous support to the people's cormnmittee and strive jeint-
ly for the implementation of its policy, our organs of people’s
power can accomplish democratic tasks successfully on a broad
mass basis, In north Korea, all the political parties, social or-
ganizations and the masses of the people in all walks of life
are closely rallied around the people’s committee, and give
unanimous and active support to the policies of the people's
power organs, Thus, democratic reforms in north Korea are
being and will be accomplished by the united might of the
broad masses of the people rallied around the National
Democratic United Front.

All our experiences clearly show that the complete in-
dependence and sovereignty of Korea and her democratic
development can be achieved today only by the strength of
the National Democratic United Front embracing all the
popular masses without exception—the working class, peas-
ants, handicraftsmen, intellectuals, tradesmen and entre-
preneurs.

On the contrary, all the disorder and misery in south
Korea under the domination of the U.S. military government
can be ascribed mainly to the disunity within our nation. In
south Korea, I have been told, there were once more than 200
political parties. Such sphiting into parties of three and
groups of five and mutual wrangling play right into the hands
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of the reactionary forces. The enemies of democracy and of
our nation want to see more than anything else our working
people—the workers, peasants, working intellectuals, etc.—
torn apart and fighting and biting each other. For the reac-
tionary forces can exist and achieve their anti-popular ends
only by seizing upon this and taking advantage of splits
among the democratic forces. Such a divisive policy is an old
irick the reactionaries are commonly using all over the world.
We must not be taken in or fooled by it. In south Korea,
however, people have been tricked by it. The democratic polit-
ical parties and social organizations in south Korea are dis-
rupted and engage in factional strife, scrambling for power, just
as the enemy wishes. Herein lies the principal danger of the
situation in south Korea today.

Developments in south Korea over the past year provide
us with a striking lesson on how precious the unity of all the
patriotic democratic forces is and, particularly, on how urgent
and important it is to strengthen the solidarity of the masses
of working people.

We should defeat the traitorous reactionary forces and
bring the democratic revolution to a victorious conclusion by
cen:lenting the united front of all patriotic political parties and
social organizations that aspire to freedom, independence and
democracy for the country, and by relying on the united

St;ﬁl:llgth of all the working people and of the people as a
whole,

3. THE MERGER OF THE TWO PARTIES IS
INEVITABLE AND MOST APPROPRIATE

Comrade delegates,

Th i
~he merger of the Communist Party and the New Demo-
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particular, the merger of the two Parties means a big prog-
ress in closely uniting the broad masses—the workers, peas-
ants and working intellectuals.

In the course of the merger of the Communist Party and
the New Democratic Party, diverse opinions were expressed
as to what sort of a party the Workers' Party should be and
what it should do.

The Programme of our Workers' Party explicitly de-
clares its aims, character and tasks. Qur Party is, as is
clearly stated at the beginning of the Programme, a party that
represents and defends the interests of the Korean working
masses, its aim being to build a mighty, prosperous, independ-
ent and democratic state, The Workers’ Party is the van-
guard detachment of the labouring masses of Korea and it is
rooted in the broad masses—the workers, peasants and work-
ing intellectuals. That is why the Workers' Party ought to
become the leading force in the struggle for the independence,
sovereignty and democratization of Korea and to play the
central role in the National Democratic United Front. Qur
Party fights to overthrow the pro-Japanese elements, trai-
tors to the nation, landlords and comprador capitalists, to
achieve the complete liberation of the country from the
yoke of foreign imperialism, and to build an independent,
sovereign and democratic state. This is the aim which both
the Communist Party and the New Democratic Party have
been pursuing.

What, then, is the task of the Workers' Party? The basic
task of our Party at the present stage is to carry out anti-
imperialist, anti-feudal democratic reforms thoroughly on a
nation-wide scale and to establish a Democratic People’s Re-
public by mobilizing the broad masses of the people. Today
the programmatic tasks of our Party are: to confiscate the
Iand of the Japanese imperialists and the landlords and dis-
tribute it among the peasants; to nationalize the industries,
transport, communications, banks, ete,, belonging to Japanese
imperialism and the comprador capitalists and transform them
into the property of the people; to introduce an eight-hour
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working day and social insurance system for factory and
office workers; to grant women equal rights with men; to
ensure freedom of speech, the press, assembly, association
and religious belief to the people; to institute a democratic
system of public education and enforce compulsory education;
and to develop science, national culture and arts.

These democratic tasks represent the earnest demands of
all sections of the working people throughout Korea. Without .
infroducing democratic reforms, it is impossible to build a
fully independent and democrafic country, to rescue the work- -
ing masses from poverty and the absence of all rights, and to
develop the economy and culture of our country.

The Communist Party and the New Democratic Party
have striven, and are striving, for the materialization of the
earnest demands of the labouring masses of Korea. Therefore,
it is inevitable that the two Parties, which have similar aims
and tasks, should merge into one. _

Today our struggle is the struggle not for the old
parliamentary democracy of capitalist countries but for a
genuine democracy for the new Kores, democracy of the
broad popular masses, progressive democracy. The struggle
for the. rights of the masses of the people in the political,
economic and cultural spheres is an arduous, complicated and
protx:acted struggle confronting us. The merger of the Com-
mumst Party and the New Democratic Party is urgently need-
ed foz: the fulfilment of this task.
dangglsigltfhe(;i tli_lfe working masses const.itutes the greatest
order to achieve :)E;a?df?ath struggle ‘fmh the enemy. ‘In
masses should stand tlg t}l]ng task vzf:torzously, the working
unity. Most decisive ;)fgetuer more flm}ly and forge closer
demecratic tasks facin tha K’co the fulfllr%ment of the -great
a unified general o fg e Korean People is the formation 9f

staff of the working masses, the sole mili-

tant i
bz;n \;anguard of the working people. This problem could only
solved by founding the Workers’ Party.

F .
Demogatitchl; reason, the Central Committee of the New
arty proposed the merger of the two Parties,
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and this met with the full agreement of the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party. Then at a joint session of the
Central Committces of the two Parties it was formally decid-
¢d to merge the two and develop them into a mass party—
the Workers' Party.

The entire people, not to speak of the members of the
two Parties, warmly welcomed this historic decision. It was
because they were convinced that the merger of the two
Parties would greatly contribute to the strengthening of the
democratic forces and acceleration of the democratic construe-
tion.

Thus, the merger proceeded smoothly in all provinces,
cities, counties and myon in an atmosphere of very high polit-
jcal enthusiasm of the entire membership of the two Parties
and of the entire working masses who supported the merger.
So we have today convened the Inaupgural Congress of the
Workers' Party. This is graphic evidence that the merger of
the two Parties is inevitable and most appropriate,

In the course of the merger, however, we discovered
wrong tendencies in some Communist Party members, Here
are a few examples.

I would like to point out, in the first place, the seli-
righteous, arrogant attitude of some Communist Party mem-
bers. They said, "How can we merge with the New Democratic
Party?" We should ask them, *“When did you become Poi and
Shuchi like that?" This is, above zll, an expression of self-im-
portance looking down upon others, an exclusionist tendency
of thinking oneself the only one engaged in revolutionary
work. This is an error resulting not only from ignorance of
our Party’s line and policies but from the lack of understand-
ing of even the simple truth that the revolutionary work will
be victorious only when all the revolutionary comrades are
united and all the masses of the people stand together. To put
it strongly, this is a factional tendency, a dangerous one
against which we must be most vigilant in establishing a mass

political party. I a tendency of this sort is allowed to grow,
it may totally ruin our work.
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Another grave tendency f{inds expression in the talk that
our Party would be “diluted into the New Democratic Party”
or become a “party of the small-propertied classes.” This is,
on the one hand, an expression of “Leftism” that does not like
the merger, but Ithink rather that we need to sharpen vigilance
especially against the Rightist venom contained in this tend-
ency.

We should resolutely combat the tendency that impairs
the organizational discipline and ideological unity of the Party,
the tendency that seeks to reduce the Party to a club of the
lzbouring 'masses, a kind of fraternity of the small-propertied
classes. The creation of the mass-based Workers' Party which
champions the interests of all the working masses and can em-
brace all progressive elements among the working masses, in
no way means that it is permissible to impair the Party’s po-
litical prestige or weaken the unity and iron discipline in its
ranks. The Workers' Party is an organized combat unit and a
v.anguard detachment of the working masses. We should at all
times firmly defend the unity, purity and strict discipline of
the Party. If our ranks are lacking in unitary ideology and
}vill and in monolithic discipline, we shall be unable to prevail
in the fight against the enemy. ‘

Another thing I would like to point out is the assumption
that thel:e will be a “large-scale purge” in the Party. This, too,
1s 2 manifestation of passivism disliking the merger and a tend-

ency to distrust the Party,

o 0:;;: ;‘Oa';g:?;tif;; télle Party to purge itself of alien elements
heighten our vigitance : lz}lmrl:y 1c_)f its ranks. We should always
in preventing thoty gh. st alien elements, and be thorough

achinations, and expel them from the

Party ranks .

hozz’ver as soon as _ they are discovered. Such elements,
L 11 @Te very few in number, and therefore there can be

no “large-scale pur

Be" in our Workers’ Party. A bout
such a “purge” is quite wrong, y. Any talk abo
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4. IMMEDIATE TASKS OF THE PARTY

The basic task of our Party at the present stage is to build
up a democratic country, unified and fully independent, at the
earliest possible date. For this purpose, we should sweep away
all the reactionary pro-Japanese and feudal forces standing in
the way of the democratic independence of our country.

We should struggle to further strengthen the Provisional
Pcople’s Committee of North Korea, the genuine people’s pow-
er, and transfer all power throughout Korea to the people’s
committee.

A struggle should be unfolded to further consolidate the
gains of the democratic reforms already carried out in north
Korea—the agrarian reform, Labour Law, Law on Equality of
the Sexes, nationalization of the key industries, institution of
a public education system, ete.—and to enforce them throughout
the country. For the victorious accomplishment of these fight-
ing tasks, it is important above all to turn our Party into a
strong and powerful combat unit.

The broader the united front of the masses of the people
and the more complex the tasks confronting us and the sharp-
er the fight with the enemy, the more urgent will be the need
for further strengthening cur Party, the advanced detachment
of the Korean working masses, both organizationally and idec-
logically.

We should strengthen in every way the community of
ideology and will and an iron discipline within the Party ranks,
and wage an implacable fight against every tendency incom-
patible with them.

Many divergent tendencies may appear in our ranks, be-
cause the two Parties have just been merged. We, therefore,
should arm all members of the Party with one and the same
ideology based on our Party’s Programme, strengthen their
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comradely principled unity and enhance their political con-
sciousness. :

To fight against all and every factional tendency is of
special importance in our Party life today. We should do
away completely with the remnants of the accursed faction-
alism which historically has done great harm to the revolu-
tionary movement in Korea, and thereby build up our Party
into a united, powerful, iron detachment.

And our Party should take deep roots in the masses and
at all times maintain the bonds of kinship with them. We
should in every circumstance defend the interests of the work-
ing masses, lend our ear to their views, learn from them and
"teach them. We should lead and control all the working peo-
ple’s organizations, knit the entire labouring masses closely
around our Party and correctly lead them in the building of
a new democratic Korea. Whether our Party members deal
with this correctly or not is the key to the victory of our
Party.

Further, the utmost attention should be devoted to the
problem of cadres. If there were no cadres competent to put
the Programme and decisions of our Party into effect success-
fully, the Programme and decisions would, no matter how ex-
cellent, only turn out to be dead letters. Cadres decide every-
thil}g_- Yet there are shortcomings in our work of knowing,
tmmpg and promoting cadres. We quite often hear the ex-
pression, “We're hard up for cadres,” but we seldom hear any
talk about where and how cadres have been trained and how
new talents have been promoted. We should do our best to
study, know, train ang promote cadres.
cisioxszﬂégfdpggg;mmﬁ oi our Party and its policies and de-
Our Programme poﬁ?u'g b ome 130- the masses of th.e Peop‘{e '

actual Tite Only,if thc1es and decisions can be materialized in
make them their owz r{l\?Sses ol the peop'_le grasp them an'd
slogans become the slo- ¢ should see to it that our Parly's
gans of the masses of the people them-

selves, and that the
oo people themselves ar i bi-
lized towards their materialization.  voluntarily mo
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Let us march vigorously a2head for the freedom and dem-
-.ocratic independence of our country, closely rallying all the
democratic forces around the Workers' Party we are now
founding!

Long live the Inaugural Congress of the Workers' Party
of North Korea which represents the interests of the working
masses!

Long live the National Democratic United Front!

Long live the establishment of a Pemocratic People's Re-
public!
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ON THE RESULTS OF THE INAUGURAL
CONGRESS OF THE WORKERS’
PARTY OF NORTH KOREA

Speech Delivered at a Meeting of the Activists of the
Party Organization of South Pyongan Province
September 9, 1946

Comrades,

The formation of the Workers’ Party of North Korea
through the merger of the Communist Party of North Korea
and the New Democratic Party of Korea, was achieved trium-~
phantly in the short period of one month through discussions
at Party meetings of all levels—general membership meetings
of Party cells, conferences of city, county and provincial Party
organizations, and the Party Congress—after the decision was
1_;aken to amalgamate the two Parties at a J oint Enlarged Meet-
Ing of the Central Committees of the Two Parties on July 29.

The triumphant completion of this great work is by no
means an accident. This shows that the entire Party member-
ship, unanimously convinced that the formation of the Workers'
Party by merging the Communist Party and the New Demo-
cratic Party was a historically necessary and most correct

mtfaasure,-took an active part in the fusion of the two Parties
with a high degree of political enthusiasm.

N
What are the reasons that enabled us to successfully com-
Plete the merger in 5 short

. eriod of ti the
merits of this work? P tme and what are

First, the foundation of the Workers’ Party representing
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the interests of the broad labouring masses through the fusion
of the Communist Party and the New Democratic Party was
most fitting in view of the present international and internal
situation and was a measure {ully in conformity to the expec-
tations and demand of the Korean people.

The international situation teday is characterized by the
fact that, on the one hand, the forces of the people loving
peace, freedom and democracy have liquidated the remnants
of the fascist forces and are waging a vigorous struggle for
world security and social progress and that, on the other, in-
ternational reaction is raising its head, seeking to drag the
world into the horrors of another war,

In this international situation, the Korean people, a com-
ponent part of the democratic forces of the world, who seized
power in their hands in north Korea after liberation, carried
out the great democratic reforms and laid the base for the com-
plete independence, sovereignty and democratization of Korea.
At present the patriotic and democratic forces rallied around
the people's power are growing and gaining strength with every
passing day, crushing the remnant forces of Japanese imperial-
Ism and all the reactionary forces. In north Korea, where de-
mocracy has gained the upper hand, the people enjoy all rights
and liberties, and their life is rapidly improving.

In contrast to this, the people in the southern part of Ko-
rea have come under a more barbaric rule than in the years of
Japanese imperialism and the danger is increasing every hour
that the people will meet the fate of colonial slavery again.

Therefore, the Korean people should fight more stubborn-
Iy now to eliminate the danger created in south Korea and win
complete independence and sovereignty for the country. To
this end, it is important above all to unite the broad demoeratic
forces more firmly and, particularly, to secure the monolithic
unity of the labouring masses.

For this rcason, the foundation of the Workers' Party
through the recent merger of the two Parties is most appro-
priate in the light of the international and inte— * ™ -
answers the demands of the whole people.
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heavy blow to the impure elements and factionalists lurking
in it and cemented the unity and cohesion of the Party ranks.
This unity and cohesion is an important guarantee for our Party
to ably break down any resistance of the reactionary elements
and lead the people on to victory. Eloquent proof of this is the
success in the recent Congress of our Party at which 801 del-
egates representing some 370,000 members correctly accom-
plished the great task of founding the Workers' Party, united
by one mind and one will.

If we had not exposed the factionalists and checked their
manocuvrings beforehand, if we had not firmly secured the
unity of ideology and will in the Party, we would not have
accomplished the merger of the two Parties so smoothly and
successfully.

Fourth, another major factor making for the victorious con-
clusion of the recent Inaugural Congress of our Party is that
its leadership was steadfast and experienced, and organized and
directed the work of merging the Parties in a proper manner.

The leadership of our Party consists of seasoned revolu-
tionaries who unfolded underground movements or armed
struggles against the rapacious Japanese imperialism during
the past 10 to 20 years at home and abroad and who have
acquired revolutionary steadfastness and revolutionary theory
and accumulated rich experience in the course of the protract-
ed revolutionary struggle, These revolutionaries, working in
co-operation, made a scientific analysis of the world situation
and the concrete realities of our country and, on this basis,
clearly defined the line for the democratic development of
Korca and the immediate tasks and confidently organized and
mobilized the Party members and the people for victory. So,
we were able to achieve great successes in the democratic re-
forms and democratic construction in the brief period of one
year after liberation. Since we had such a strong leadership,
we were recently quite able to rally hundreds of thousands of
Party members under a single banner and triumphantly found
the Workers' Party—the advanced detachment of the labour-
ing masses,

£
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Fifth, the prestige of our Party has been signally enhanced
among the masses through the democratic reforms.

Immediately after liberation there were no few instances
of impure elements penetrating the Communist Party and im-
pairing its authority and prestige. Following the Third Enlarged
Executive Committee Meeting of the Central Organizing Com--
mittee of the Communist Party of North Korea, however, the
impure elements were purged from the Party, and it was unit-
ed as one with the masses to thoroughly defend their interests
and, particularly, played a vanguard role in the struggle to
carry out the democratic reforms including the agrarian reform,
so that its prestige rose greatly in the eyes of the masses. The
masses of the people came out in absolute support of the amal-
gamation of the Communist Party and the New Democratic
Party because they were convinced that when the two Parties
were fused into one, it would fight more stoutly and reliably
for their interests.
‘ The appearance in this way of a unified party of the labour-
g masses in north Korea represents a fresh advance of the
revolutionary movement and a great victory for the democratic
i‘.orce‘s in our country. This victory will also exert a powerful
and inspiring influence upon the unity of the democratic forces
and the. merger of the three Parties in south Korea.

While there were merits such as mentioned above, vari-
ous Shortco'mings were also revealed in the course of the recent
amalgamation of the Parties,

memi:;qsst.flﬁlcannot but point out the fact that some Party

of tha 1 ail to have a full understanding of the significance
e lormation of the Workers’ Party and that there still

emStSRlght and “Left” deviations in our ranks,

mitte;:zf g\e:li};i ttmk‘ that only Marxists-Leninists can be ad-

Leninists alone oriers 1?5‘.1"3}' ar.xd maintain that the Marxists-

tasks at th‘ can participate in carrying out the democratic
i ¢ present stage. This is quite a wrong “Left” deviation.

It i .
and :1:t<:tlisvet r;:xe ftx!;?i,cll?he ‘?lf Srists-Leninists are most advanced
- ng the democratic ' - to-
day and it is natural that thos evolutionary tasks to

e revolutionaries armed with
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}arxism-Leninism should become the nuclei of cur Party. But
it is a great mistake to think that only those who are well
versed in Marxism-Leninism can {ake part in the carrying out
of the democratic revolution and join the Workers' Party. It is
our view that whoever, even if not yet armed with Marxist-
Leninist ideology, displays a high degree of patriotic enthusiasm
and activity and plays a vanguard role in the building of a
democratic country at present, can join the Workers' Party.
And not only the workers but also the peasants and working
intellectuals who fight resolutely at the head of the masses,
can all be admitted to the Workers' Party,

Others maintain that now that the Workers’ Party took
shape, Marxism-Leninism should not be the guiding theory of
the Party and the Communists should forsake the Marxist-
Leninist principles. This is the most dangerous Rightist view,

The democratic revolution of Korea by no means progresses
independently of the law of social development indicated by
Marxism-Leninism but precisely according to that law.

The Korean Communists do not plan to build communism
In our country right now. Qur immediate task at the present
time is to complete the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal democratic
revolution, Today we Communists, in view of the international
and internal situation and the character of Korean society,
should take the most active part in the strupggle to reform so-
cicty along democratic lines and complete the stage of the
democratic revolution at an early date, and should play the
foremost role in all work of democratic construction,

Maraism-Leninism is the most scientific and revolution-
ary theory that illuminates the road of struggle for the people
at cach stage of social development, at each stage of develop-
ment of the revolution and, accordingly, it also serves us ae
1the only lodestar in executing the tasks of democratic reve: .-
tion in Korea today. Therefore, the question can never zr<s
that our Party should not take Marxism-Leninism as 1ts 7..4-
ing theory because it has become a mass Workers’ Party 7~ -
that the Communists should forsake Marxism-Lenini-m be
cause they have become members of the Workers' Party |

f
i
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First, T put special stress on the need for you to make a
profound study of all documents of the recent Inaugural Con-
gress of our Party in connection with practical life and faith-
fully carry out the tasks set forth at the Congress, A decision
which is not carried into effect in practical life, however good
it may be, is useless.

Sccond, the greatest effort should be made to bring home
to the entire Parly membership the character and aims of the
Workers' Party and its Programme and not only to expand the
Party quantitatively but also to consolidate it qualitatively,

For this purpose, the propaganda departments of the Party
should not concentrate their efforts only on propaganda work
designed for the masses at large, but should direct their primary
concern to the work of ideological education within the Party
to raise the political and ideological level of the membership
and increase the fighting efficiency of the Party before anything
else. By so doing, every Party member should be made to
acquire enough ability to lead the masses and become their
core, and to become a pacemaker to the masses capable of unit-
ing, organizing and educating them.

Third, Party members should have a clear understanding
of the significance of the National Democratic United Front
theoretically and play a vanguard role in the work of expand-
ing and strengthening the united front.

We should always maintain close relations with the friend-
ly parties and social organizations, properly unfold the joint
strupple of people from all walks of life in the work of dem-
ocratic construction, and should never compromise with any-
thing that may impair the united front. Alongside this, in the
work of the united front, our Party should by no means lose its
identity but should always play the leading part and categori-
cally reject tailist tendencies.

Fourth, all Party members should fight stubbornly to over-
come Right or “Left” deviations, execute the Party's line cor-
rectly and strengthen the ideological unity In its ranks.

We should energetically wage a principled day-to-day
ideological struggle among the Party members in order to ex-
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The criminal acts of the factionalists have caused a waste
of time which is most precious for the liberation movement
and created favourable conditions for the reactionary forces.
This is precisely the basic cause of the delay in the merger of
the Parties in south Korea.

We cannot on any account overlook the fact that the merg-
er of the Parties is retarded in south Korea nor can we tolerate
the double-dealing attitude of the factionalists For only the
unity and cchesion of the democratic forces throughout Ko-
rea is the prerequisite to the building of a new, genuinely
democratic Korea and constitutes the most important guarantee
of the political, economic and cultural development of our
country.

We can attain victory only if we have a correct under-
standing and make a politically right assessment of this matter.
For this purpose we must correctly grasp the following ques-
tions:

(1) What has happened in north and south Korea in the one
year after liberation of the Korean people from the Japanese im-
perialist yoke of slavery, and what is the difference between
them?

(2) Why is it that the merger of the political parties of the
working people into a single party, the Workers’ Party, and
the unity of the entire working people are the most impor-
tant, inevitable and undelayable task in the political life of our
country at the present stage?

What are the tasks of the unified Workers' Party?

(3) What do the opponents of unity want and whither do
they try to lead the Korean people?

(1) What, in the final analysis, are the immediate tasks
at the present stage?
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One year has already passed since Korea was liberated
from the colonial rule of Japanese imperialism. Great changes
have taken place in the political, economic and cultural life in
north Korea in this short span of time.

In the past year we have laid a solid foundation for de-
veloping Korea along truly democratic lines and building a
People's Republic by carrying out the great democratic re-
forms.

Our people, who took power into their own hands, have
come to enjoy democratic rights and liberties never known
at any period in the history of our country. This can be seen
from the fact that the entire people take an active part in polit-
ical life, and it is also graphically shown in the social compo-
sition of the people’s committees.

The composition of the people’s comipittee membership
now active in north Korea is as follows:

Workers R A b
Peasants AR § %
Oifice employees R £ X
Handicraftsmen . . . . . . . . . 21%
Tradesmen Co. R X%

+h The people’s committees, incorporating representatives of
thz ?;::i r:lsassfes of the People'as seen above, strive to guard
All poli cies; od thef people, maintaining close ties with them.
first of all z;rtz t}?dw‘t‘es of the people’s committees are aimed,
the enhane e democratic development of our country and
e enhancement of the well-being of the broad masses of the

people.
on t;r; c_;:g'l;lgtout its policies, the people’s committee relies
political Hmty and _the democratic united front of all the
parties and social organizations. This united front em-
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braces more than 6 million people from all walks of life. This
covers nearly all the adult population of north Korea.

Before long the people in north Korea will elect people's
committee members in accordance with the democratic Elec-
tion Law. The forthcoming election will further extend and
strenpthen our people’s power and the democratic forces unit-
ed around it.

In this manner, the people's committees were set up on
the strength of the broad masses of the people, and they have
elevated the political zeal of the entire people in north Korea,
thereby induting them to take an active part in the building of
a new, democratic Korea.

Already in March this year, the agrarian reform was
carricd out in the rural areas of north Korea, bringing about
a radical change in production relations. The agrarian reform
dealt a decisive blow to the landlord class, the most reactionary
class in Korea, wiping out its economic base. The peasantry
was freed from feudal exploitation and oppression and became
the master of land, which had been their centuries-old aspira-
tion. The peasants have not only come to work the land as
their own, land which was distributed free by the people’s
committee, but also have got rid of the system of exorbitant
forced delivery of farm produce plus all kinds of exacting
taxes and levies extorted from them in the years of Japanese
imperialism and have become free to dispose of their farm
produce after delivering only 25 per cent of the harvests as
tax in kind. As a result, the peasants’ zeal for production has
risen as never before and our agriculture which had been
stagnant for a long time has embarked upon the course of
rapld progress.

Last August the Provisional People's Committee of North
Korea proclaimed the law on the nationalization of industrial,
transport and communications facilities and banks which had
been owned by the Japanese imperialists, pro-Japanese elements
and traitors to the nation. With this we have brought under
national ownership, ownership of the entire people, the
backbone of the economy which constitutes the material
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basis for building a fully independent and democratic state.

In June this year, the Provisional People’s Committee of
North Korea promulgated the Labour Law freeing factory and
office workers from harsh, colonial-type exploitation and in-
troducing the eight-hour working day and a social insurance
system. And a law was passed to guarantee the women social
rights equal to those of the men for the first time in the history
of our country.

Besides, the Provisional People’s Committee of North Ko-
rea abolished the former system of colonial slave education,
established a democratic educational system, and took meas-
ures to rapidly rehabilitate and develop the national culture
and arts.

Last year boys and girls attended 2,387 primary schools
and 91 middle schools, and 126 middle schools have been built
anew this year. These figures show that the number of schools
has increased by far as against the years of Japanese impe-
ria.list rule. Not only that, a university of the people has been
built in no more than a year after liberation and now a
teachers’ training college and a medical college are in process
of establishment, whereas there was not a single university in
north Korea under Japanese imperialist rule, and 30 various
new specialized technical schools are under construction around
the major factories. At all schools lessons are given in the
Korean language and over 50 types of textbooks have already
been prepared and published in our language.
illite?::r i.rgﬂﬁ adult schools were opened last year to eliminate
with gezeralozg persons beyond school age and provide them
are in o erat‘e ucation. BE§ldes, 83 theatres and cinema houses
20 newsp on, 717 111.:)rar1es have been set up and more than

papers are published in north Korea.
o irrfé]fo feeatile’s committees have done a great deal of work
people and toeerrln ool gnd m.ﬂ.t ural life of the masses of the
democratic polit Sulre their political rights. In north Korea the
trade unions thc: I? i and such social organizations as the
Women's Un;on and i;iarﬁs Union, 'the Youth League, the
rts Federation have been organized,
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with the result that the masses of the people freely participate
in political life. The people are assured all political rights and
complete freedom of speech, the press, assembly and association.

With the carrying out of the great democratic reforms a
radical change took place in the socio-economic basis and the
positions of all classes and strata in north Korea,

The enforcement of the Law on Nationalization of Indus-
tries has wiped out the foundation of Japanese imperialist
colonial rule and deprived the traitors to the nation who had
collaborated with Japanese imperialism of their economic
footholds. The landlords whose land was confiscated were ligui-
dated as a c¢lass once and {or all, Thus, all the forces that had
oppressed and exploited the Korean people hand in glove with
Japanese imperialism, were deprived of their economic footholds
and politically liquidated,

Meanwhile, the people's committees protect the property
of the national capitalists and encourage the business activities
of individual entreprencurs and traders, They provide all the
entreprencurs and traders who support th2 democratic reforms
and are ready to contribute to the improvement of the people's
livelihood with possibilities for having a share in the important
cconomic branches like industry and trade, and assist them in
every way. In this manner, we ensure free business activities
to entrepreneurs and traders and, at the same time, enlist £nd
utilize all available capital for the development of the national
cconomy.,

Our working class that had been subjected to the most bar-
barie exploitation under Japanese imperialist rule, has now
acquired the right 1o work at the state enterprises which have
come under the people’s ownership, and works for the people
and society. The workers have won zll rights and possibilities
to take part in the state political life. Qur working class con-
stitutes the core of the democratic forces in north Korea, and
its orpanization and its politico-ideological level are quickly
rising.

Qur peasants have also been {reed {rom the feudal exploi-
tation of the landlords and are able to work freely nn the land



108 Kim Il Sung

which has come into their possession. The peasants who have
become masters of land are taking an active part in the building
of an independent democratic state and their political enthu-
siasm is running ever higher.

The positions of the intelligentsia have also changed. The
absolute majority of our intellectuals have closely united with
the entire working people. No longer our intellectuals serve
Japanese imperialism and the exploiters as before, but are
working with all loyalty for their state, nation and working
people. They regard the interests of the state and the people as
their own. This means that their views and ideas have changed
and that they are resolved to work with all devotion for the
country and the people.

All these changes have further strengthened the political
unity of the workers, peasants and working intellectuals. Their
united strength is the basis of the National Democratic United
Front in the struggle for building a new Korea and, at the
same time, constituted the unshakable foundation for the
merger of the Communist Party and the New Democratic Party
into a unified party of the toiling masses.

The establishment of the Workers’ Party through the merg-
er of the two Parties is of tremendous historical significance
In expanding and strengthening the democratic forces and pro-
moting democratic construction in our country.

A party is the advanced detachment of a class defending its
mte.res%s and fighting for the realization of its demands and
aspirations. The Communist Party as the advanced detach-
g}e{:;eo;‘“f:ﬁ{;:ork;ng class has fought in behalf of the intergsts
25 2 party de%erfd?is. Th_e New Demfocratic Party was active
and the working nt fupl'lmarlly the interests of.the peasants
the New Demmarats. ;ctuals. Thus, the Communist Party apd
ferent classes; neverth frt)’ represented the interests of dif-
gramme sincv.: their inec ess: they i.ought under a common pro-

eption. This can be explained by the

fact ths revrle
all htgnt t he workers, peasants and working intellectuals are
abouring masses and theiy interests are identical.

The worki .
orking class gave active support and assistance in
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carrying out the agrarisn reform It is bacause they were f‘m}:
aware that agriculture could be developed at a fast tempo only
when the feudal tenant system was abolished and the peasants
were {reed from bondage to the landlords, and that without the
development of agriculture neither industry could adv‘ance nor
the prosperity and development of the country and improve-
ment of the people’s wel{are could be achieved.

The peasants actively supported the Law on Nationaliza-
tion of Indusiries and the Labour Law, for they knew that
unless the cconomic foathalds of Japanese colenial rule and the
residue of the cruel, colonial-type forced labour were removed,
industry could not be developed and this, after all, would also
prevent the development of agriculture,

Our intellectuals were also aware that the execution of the
democratic reforms was in full accord with their vital interests,
end sa participated in it with keen interest.

Thus, the common interests of the workers, peasants and
working intellectuals determined the common goals and tasks
of the Communist Party and the New Democratic Party and
furnished the basis for the common struggle of the two Parties
for the independence and democratizaticn of the country. That
s why the two Parties, actively supporting the people’s com-
mittee, waged o common struggle for carrvymgz out the demo-
cralic reforms including the agranaa reform and nationaliza-
tion of industries.

Owing to such common fealures znd mierests the two
Parties have merged into 2 single party—the Workers’ Party.

The greater success the democratie movement gains and
the farther our society sdvances in tha future, the closer the
poity of the workess, peasants e working mtellectuals will

o oy e e o s o g T
will grow. Thus, the ¢ -zu:" = n:e:gaf- of the two Partiss
: » W€ founlait of the Workers” Party marks

an event of great histarieafl and politiza? zgmﬁcancﬂ in strensts
:nﬁng the unity and cohacion of tke wgv—king-pﬂcpfe 57
urther developing qur Oy, Tre Workerg’ Party =5 f

advaneced detachment of the labsuring masses of Kewe?
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the steel-strong, care detachment of all the patriotic, demo-
cratie forces.

The actual situation in south Korea is fundamentally dif-
ferent from that in north Korea, There the U.S. military gov-
ernment, having seized all power, oppresses the Korean people,
and the introduction of demaocratic reforms is quite inconceiva-
ble.

Some people think that south Korea merely lags behind
north Korea. This is an utterly wrong viewpoint implying that
south Korea, 100, is advancing along the road to democracy,
enly at a little slower tempo than north Korea. In reality,
north Korea is advancing aloeng the road of democratic devel-
opment, whereas south Kcrea is moving along an entirely dif-
ferent course.

The indicator by which to tell democracy from pseudo-
democracy lies in whether the people can participate in the
state administration or not. And the south Korean people are
denjed the right to participate in government. They have not
the slightest elementary democratic rights.

The people’s committees set up by the south Korean peo-
ple immediately after liberation were not recognized and,
worse stil}, they were dissolved and their functionaries were
arrested and thrown into jail. The democratic political parties,
deprived of the freedom of political activities, are forced to go
underground.

It is the Communist Party of all demceratic political
parties that is waging the most determined struggle for the
freedom and independence of the country and happiness of
the working people. This Is a hard fact admitted by all con-
scientious people of Korea. And how have the U.S. imperi-
alists and their lackeys who are obstructing the democratic
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independence and sovereignty of Korea dealt and are dealing
with the Communist Party of South Korea? Those villains have
arrested, imprisoned and murdered large numbers of the leading
cadres and members of the Communist Party and banned its
organ Haebang-ilbo. To lower the prestige of the Communist
Party in the eyes of the masses of the people, the reactionaries
have fabricated the so-called forged-note case and staged a
farcical trial for it; they have framed the so-called “Right-
Left collaboration” plot in an attempt to isolate the Communist
Party.

Not only the members of the Communist Party but also
those of the People’s Party and the New Democratic Party are
subjected to suppression and persecution. The reactionaries
persecuted Mr. Ryo Un Hyong, the leader of the People’s Party,
and went so far as to attempt to strangle him in their brigand-
ish violence.

The reactionaries are perpetrating barbarous acts—sus-
pending democratic publications, arresting a large number of
members of the democratic political parties, forming terrorist
bands to murder patriots in the streets in broad daylight, and
so on. The terrorist acts of the reactionaries grow more violent
with every passing day and their suppression of the democratic
forces becomes still more outrageous.

The persecution of the working class, in particular, has
;’;?C.;ﬁ;—‘?hetxtrgmes. See the massacre in Kwangju of last August
at';acked oi:ars’l I(’)i)aone% machine guns and bayonef‘,s the Yankees
marching tO\va;ds tlrl'«\mr.kers of the Hwasun Colliery who were
ing in honour of thc-_:e mt‘y of Kwangju to attend t.h e- mass meet-
wounding 109 serioualnmvers'ary of August 15, killing one ar_ld
There have taken Ich fc)r lightly. What a cruel fact this 1§!
ties of this type cfmmeittegsband hundreds of cases of atroci-

condemned by the whole ; t d the‘er.temy, ‘_'VhICh are sternly
“democratic order” of th nSa e 1S o isely the so-called
“humanitar : € Syngman Rhee clique and this is the
,-.arian assistance” to Korea which the Americans are
advertising loudly,

The land problem has not been solved at all in south Ko-
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ren. The peasants are subjected to merciless exploitation by
the landlords and suffer from all kinds of exacting levies and
the forced delivery of farm products as in the Japanese im-
perialist years The only change, if any, is the transfer to the
Korcan squires of the land owned by the Japanese landlords
ond the replacement of the “Oriental Development Company”
of Japanese imperialism by the “New Korea Company” of U.S.
imperialism, v

Far {rom enforcement of a labour law, the workers are
exploited more harshly than ever before and are suffering from
unemployment and hunger. The industrial establishments
which were owned by Japanese imperialists and the traitors
to the nation, far from being nationalized, have rather turned
into means for the pro-Japancse stooges and prefiteers to line
their pockets greedily.

The women, far {from emancipation, find themselves in an
indescribably wretched plight.

All facts thus irrefutably prove that the goings-on in
south Korea are totally different from the developments in
north Korea, A firm basis of democracy for the people has been
laid in north Korea, whereas the traitorous Syngman Rhee
clique with the undisguised backing of the U.S. military gov-
ernment are openly pursuing an anti-popular, anti-democratic
policy in south Korea. They are scheming to set up a reaction-
ary ruling machine which, while hanging out the sipnboard of
“democracy,” aims, to all intents and purposes, at oppressing
the entire Korean people.

In this grave situation, the primary task of cur nation and
the entire working people is to unite and unite.,

Then, what kind of unity do we advocate? Though there
are varied arguments about it, the unity we advocate is a unity
based on the interests of the toiling masses, namely, the in-
terests of the workers, peasants and working intellectuals.
There can be penuine unity only when it is based on this cor-
reet principle,

Contrary to this, both the “Right-Left collaboration™ pur-
sucd by the reactionary clique in south Korea under the manip-
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ulation of the U.S. military government and the “unity” with
the traitorous Right-wing forces sought after by the Rightist
elements in the Left-wing camp are all anti-popular “unity”
detrimental to the interests of the labouring masses and the
entire people. Such “unity” is a “unity” pandering to the ac-
tivities of the reactionary groups. We do not need ‘“unity” of
this kind.

Genuine democrats must wage an uncompromising strug-
gle against the attempt to forge “unity” of this kind. For such
a “unity” will undermine the demoacratic forces, help the reac-
tionaries and hamper the democratization of Korea.

The factionalists and anti-Party elements who have sneaked
into the democratic political parties are noising abroad as
if the “unity” they are pleading is for the good of the country
and the people; but it is, to all intents and purposes, an act
profiting the enemy, which will break up the working masses
and help the U.S. imperialists and the traitorous clique.

We call for such unity of the toiling masses as can meet the
fiemocratic demands of the workers, peasants and working
intellectuals. Al democrats must wage a resolute struggle
for genuine unity to safeguard the interests of the labouring
masses,

‘The fact that the Communist Party and the New Demo-
cratic Party merged and developed into the Workers’ Party in
north Korea has exerted influence to induce a similar move-
ment for merger in south Korea, too. The initiator of the
HLZ‘ZEH;;M was the leadership of the People’s Party; it pro-
ccratic Barty o -, 'he Communist Party and the New Dem-
month has already sa:v:g l.nltlatlve. Though more than one
movement hag faileg tj rocag e roposal was put forth, the

proceed successfully as yet,
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cnls’ Associations point out that the entire memberships of
the two organizations unreservedly support the merger. Be-
sides, the joint statement issued by the Central Committee of
the Culture and Arts Federation, the National Women's Union,
the Co-operative Committee, the Democratic Youth League,
ete., stresses that they condemn those who are bent on divisive
manocuvres in opposition 1o unity and that they give unquali-
fied support to the merger of the three Partles.

The functionaries in the lower bodies of the Communist
Party, People’s Party and New Democratic Party and all their
members, realizing the necessity of merging the three Parties,
have actively come out for {ts early materialization.

The merger movement developing on such a mass scale
is of tremendous significance. The movement shows that the
merper of the three Partles is the most urgent question at
the present stage and represents the unanimous demand of the
Lroad masses. All democrats must duly heed this mass demand.

Mecanwhile, a preparatory commitiee for the merger of
the Parties was set up in south Korea, and it has drawn up and
made public the draft programme for the merger. This is a
democratlic programme, 2 programme that is correct in prin-
ciple. We give an unreserved approval to this programme

The question of merger, however, has not yet been solved,
and, considering the whole situation, its solution is likely to
be much delayed. What is obstructing the accomplishment of
this important task?

It is the difficulties created by the hostile activities and
subversive plots of the reactionaries supported by the U.S.
military government. The reactionaries, manipulated by the
U.S. military povernment, are making every vicious attempt to
{frustrate the merger. They are brutally persecuting the leaders
of the democeratic Left-wing political parties and social organi-
zations, and have wantonly suspended or banned progressive
publications in south Korea.

Aleng with this, another main cause of the retarded merg-
¢r is the factional acts of the anti-Party clements who are
manocuvring within the Parties which are to be amalgamated.
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An anti-Party group has appeared within the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party of South Korea. Six anti-Party
elements who belong to the group insist that although they
themselves agree to the merger, it should necessarily be ap-
proved at a Party Congress. They argue that a merger with-
out the approval of the Party Congress is a violation of the
democratic principles of the Party. Upon what grounds do they
charge that the democratic principles of the Party are being
violated?

In north Korea the merger proceeded in general along
the following course. Namely, the question of merger was
decided at the Central Commiltee of the New Democratic
Party at first, and then at the Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party. After that, the question was discussed and de-
cided at a Joint Enlarged Meeting of the Central Committees
of the Two Parties, and the draft Programme and Rules of the
Workers' Party and the Declaration on the merger were sub-
mitted to the lower organizations of both Parties for discus-
sion. Following the discussions at the lower organizations of
the Parties, the conferences of the provincial, city and county
Party organizations elected delegates to the Inaugural Congress
~, ©Of the Workers’ Party. Thus, the merger of the two Parties
" ., was finally decided at the Inaugural Congress of the Workers’
.- Party attended by the delegates from both Parties.

Do the anti-Party factionalists think that this way of
solving the question runs counter to the democratic principles?

If the anti-Party group had had a truly close link with
the masses and paid deep attention to their opinions, it would
not have committed the grave anti-Party mistake. If the anti-
Party group is really conversant with the democratic princi-
ples and respects them, why does it not -pay heed to the
demand of the Party members and the toiling masses who
earnestly desire to fuse the Parties quickly without missing the
chance and without delay, in the serious situation of reaction
prevailing in south Korea? This only proves that the factional-
ists have got too far out of touch with the masses. Therefore,
their anti-Party acts amount, in the final analysis, to oppos-
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ing the merger itself and helping the reactionaries in their
divisive operations, whethar by design or not.

These actions of the anti-Party group are doubtlessly at-
tributable to sheer position-seeking. And position-seeking helps
the reacticnaries and disorganizes the parties of the labouring
masses from within, So, the expulsion of the anti-Party ele-
ments by the Central Committee of the Communist Party of
South Korea is a correct measure. Otherwise, the revolutionary
ranks would be torm asunder.

Similar anti-Party elements are found within the People's
Party and the New Democratic Party as well. The {acticnalists
in these Parties, like attracting like as fellow factionalists,
have gone to the extent of scheming to coox up a separate
“Workers’ Party."

But no matter how viciously the factionalists might trv by
maans of sophistry, tricks and schemsas, the party which they
are secking to organize could not be a militant party for the
labouring masses but would only become a party cf com-
premise with the reactionsry Rightist elemoants and traitors.

It is said that the factionalists have even drawn up a
programme for “unity” and a programme for orgamzing the
*“Workers' Party.” But no matter how much they might embel-
lish their programmes, the anti-Party elements cannot conceal
the fact that they are helping the reactionaries and only pursu-
ing their dirty ends.

The factionalists have perhaps forgotten that the separa-
tists making up the mnority who act 1in an unprnincipled way
against the majority will eventually go over to the side of the
traitors to the naticn and the encmies of the people.

Besides, some members of the democratic parttes are stand-
ing in the way of the merger because they fail to have a prn-
cipled, correct understanding of the need for it. For instance,
some elements maintain that the present merger 15 momentary
and temporary. What sort of temporariness are they ever
talking about? This is quite a wrong view.

A party, whatever party it may be, ¢znnot hopa for
eternal existence. Because a party i1s not a2 party for its owmn



118 Kim Il Sung

sake, bul a weapon necessary fcr achieving the aims of a cer-
tain class,

And it is clear fo evervbody that the Communist Party,
the People’s Party and the New Democratic Party are parties
of the working people with common aims. What are the aims
which the labouring masses of Xorea are struggling for today?
They aim to establish a unified, democratic provisional govern-
ment in Korea at an early date, effect thoroughgoing demo-
cratic reforms in south Korea, too, as in north Korea, expand
and consolidate the democratic victories already gained, and
build the rich and strong, fully independent and sovereign
democratic state that is required by the Korean people. And
even after winning victory in this battle, our working people
must all join in a struggle for a better future. This historic
cause of the Korean workers, peasants and working intel-
lectuals and their common interests determine the common
tasks of the parties of the labouring masses, provide the pos-
sibility for and raise the necessity of their merger and unity.
This being the case, how can it be said that the merger of the
parties of the working people could be momentary and tem-
porary?

And certain people say that unity is impossible because
of the difference between the Programmes of the Parties.

If so, does the Programme of the People’s Party tally  with
those of the reactionary Right-wing parties? No. The Pro-
gramme of the People’s Party is poles apart from those of reac-
tionary Right-wing parties and contrasts fundamentally with
them. Then, what does it mean that certain elements, shoving
a51d.e ’Ljne question of merging the parties of the labouring mass-
¢s, Insist on the so-called “Right-Left collaboration” and £0 sO
fi;eist;zyhg;i ;Oir;sglz‘;:atgis()?zl or;. it? What could theix: idea be
with their proarammeps isn ommon, ¢ tT‘le demF) uétl? A
o ! g common, while maintaining that
it 1s possible to collaborate with the reactionary political par-
?ms }vhose programmes totally differ from theirs, with noth-
mg’ ln. common between them? The intention of those who say
5015, 1n a word, nothing but to desert the democratic Left-wing
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camp and go over to the anti-popular, anti-democratic, reac-
tionary Right-wing camp.

True, there exist some differences between the programmes
of the democratic political parties, but their programmes have
more common and coincidental points. These common points
provide them with the possibility of waging a joint strug-
gle against the common enemy and uniting into one for ac-
complishing the same goals. Must we fight and beat the re-
actionaries by swiftly achieving the unity of the parties of
the working people based on common aims and interests? Or
else, must we be erushed by the enemy by operating separate-
ly and scatteredly? To this question everybody will answer
with one voice that the merger of the Parties is the only cor-
rect solution.

All democrats, truly mindful of the interests of the la-
bouring masses, must overcome the intrigues and obstructions
set up by the reactionary forces, expose and crush the divisive
actions of the position-seckers, self-sackers and factional ele-
ments, and awake some of their Party membzrs who do not
yet have a correet understanding of the merger, thereby com-

pleting the work of merging the Parties with concerted efforts
in a short span of time.

United, we stand; divided, we {all.

The independence and sovereignty of Korea on democratic
lines can be achieved at an carly date only if the labouring
masses are united as one and all the democratic forces are knit
togrether.

The establishment of a unified party of the labouring mass-
es Is a decisive guarantee for accelerating the expansion and
strengthening of the democratic forees and for assuring the
triumph of democracy. This has been confirmed by the ex-
perience in north Korea where the fusion of the Communist
Party and the New Democratic Party has been realized with
triumph In a short period of time.
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Let us concentrate all efforts on the struggle for the unity
of the labouring masses and the foundation of a mass party

in south Korea!
Victory belongs to the Korean people who aspire to unity,

national independence and democracy. Let us all march for-
ward confidently to victory! ‘
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ON THE EVE OF THE HISTORIC
DEMOCRATIC ELECTION

Speech Delivered af a Pyongyang City
Celebration of the Democratic Election
November 1, 1946

Dear fellow countrymen, brothers and sisters,

The day of election to the people’s committees {falls on the
coming November 3, and it {5 a day of great significance in the
life of our people,

For maony ages our people have had no experience in es-
tablishing a power according to their own will, nor have they
ever had the experience in electing the organ of power with
their own hands. In the past the hand{ful of rulers who oppressed
the people forged their power by force {rom above without
regard to the people’s will, and so it was always an anti-
popular and bureaucratic power. But such a dark age 15 now
over.

We have become able to {reely elect the people’s com-
mittees, a penuine people’s power, for the first time in the his-
tory of our nation. November 3, therefore, is to our people a
day of historic significance, a glorious holiday

On the occasion of this happy, significant election day, 1
offer warm congratulations to the Pyongyang eitizens and to
the entire people.

Decar brothers and sisters,
A little over one year has passed since our country was
liberated from the Japanese imperialist yoke of colomal rule.
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The past year is, though short, a period of great change compa-
rable, in view of the various events that took place in north
Korea, to hundreds of years of past history.

The democratic reforms carried out during this period
with the active support and enthusiastic participation of the
entire people have radically changed the whole face of our
society and laid the solid basis for the establishment of a Dem-
ocratic People’s Republic of Korea. As a result of the agra-
rian reform, the feudal system of exploitation has been abol-
ished in the countryside and the peasants who till the fields
have become masters of the land. The industrial establish-
ments owned by the Japanese imperialists and the traitors to
the nation having been nationalized, the material basis of
colonial dependence has been liquidated. Along with this, a
progressive Labour Law beneficial to the workers and office
employees, a law on the emancipation of women from social
inequalities, a law on the protection of private property, etc,
are in force, and the work of abolishing the J apanese imperial-
ist system of slave education and setting up a new, popular
educational system is equally well under way.

People from all walks of life have been rallied closely
around the people’s committees, and the political enthusiasm
of the popular masses is running exceptionally high.

That such great changes could be effected in the life of
our people in a short span of time is entirely attributable to
the fact that the people’s committee, a people’s power, has
tho?oughly brotected the interests of the people and led the
i:z;fe people unwaveringly towards the victory of democ-

From the first day of their liberation from the colonial
yoke of Japanese imperialism, our people launched out on the
road of founding the people’s committees, their power. The im-
:?E;lseoittah}iy of the people’s committees lies in the fact that
rootspd €r has close ties with the people and has struck its
e €€p among the masses of the people. The people’s com-
thatef}fe;i:;i ;Iizzfrly show‘n. through their pr‘actical activitiffs

ype of political power best suited to the reali-
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ties of Korca and capable of realizing the centuries-old dream
of the masses of the people in the best way. Our people have
been convinced through actual life that the people’s committees
are precisely their genuine political power. Hence, it is time
now to develop the provincial, city and county people’s com-
mittees in north Korea which have so far been provisional
power organs into legally solid organs of power,

The people’s committees were established on the initiative
of the Korcan people in all parts of north and south Korea
right after liberation. From this fact alone it can be seen that
the people’'s committees are a type of political power which
represents the unanimous aspirations and earnest desire of the
Korean people. In north Korea the people’s committees have
clearly demonstrated thewr vast superionty and wvitality and
won high prestige and confidence from the masses of the
people.

In sharp contrast to this, however, in south Korea the
people’s committees have been suppressed and disselved and
it has become impossible to realize the wishes and long-
cherished desire of the people.

The south Korean people have been deprived of therr
power and do not have such liberties and rights as are enjoyed
by the people in north Korea. Although in south Korea the
people have been liberated from the Japanese imperialist yoke,
nothing has ever changed in their position, and it has become
utterly unthinkable to carry out such democratic reforms as in
north Korea. We deem it highly deplorable.

That the situation has come to this pass 1s not the people’s
fault, but is the consequence of the criminal manoeuvres of
the reactionary elements against the decision of the Moscow
Three Foreign Ministers Conference. Such criminal manoeu-
vres of the reactionaries have made 1t impossible for the Ko-
rean people till now to set up a unified democratic govern-
ment for themselves, and keep them split into the north and
the south,

No desperate efforts on the part of the enemy, however,
will be able to check the Korean people's strupgle to establish
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established without the people’s participation, an inequitable
power of the minority against the majority. It is a fact well
known to all through a long history that such a power pursued
the policy of oppressing the people and defending the ex-
ploiters. And our people know better than anyone else through
their own bitter experience how barbarcus and predatory the
power framed up forcibly by another country is.

Therefore, those who reject the power elected by the peo-
ple themselves are, in fact, persons who want to return to
the past when the people were subjected to oppression and
maltreatment and who attempt to bring our people under the
humiliating yoke of colonial slavery again.

And some others demand that the election be put oif be-
cause it is premature. This is not right, of course.

Though of a provisional nature, the people’s committee
organized in the past year proved itself, through its policies
and work, to be an excellent form of power best suited to the
actual conditions of our country, and won high prestige from
the broad masses of the people.

Under the guidance of the people’s committee our people
carried out great democratic reforms and laid the solid founda-~
tions for the establishment of an independent and sovereign
state. To consolidate and develop the successes of the demo-
cratic reforms further still, the people’s committee which is
Pro.visional in character should be developed into a legally
SOhd_ one, into a people’s committee established through an
election. We should, therefore, hold the election on the sched-
uled‘ day without fail. There is no reason now why we should
put it off.
quST\S;’lie;VhO allegfe the prematurity of the election are per-
: . 0 not believe the people’s committee 1o be the peo-
pie’s power, b}lt who undoubtedly demand some cther type of
i ?}Eer Wh,wh 1s not the people's power. They are individuals
Seu‘gc;czrns:der that the Korfaan pe.:ople. are not yet capable of

ernment and that Korea is still unable to become in-

dependent ~and sovereign; they are the people's enemies bent
on {rustrating our democratic election,
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Yet others insist that no priests and pastors should be
elected to the people’s committee membership nor should re-
ligious believers take part in the election. According to their
view, participation in the election constitutes an act of be-
trayal to the religions. This is sheer nonsense uttered by some
of the reactionaries with the sinister intention of inducing the
religionists to boycott the forthcoming election,

To be elected to the people’s committee membership
means enjoying the confidence of the people and entering
their service. There should be no such religion as prohibits the
believers, priests and pastors from working for their country
and people. I think that the believers of any religion, pastors
or priests without exception can and ought to work for the
people, if they are real patriots. So, a good and patriotic reli-
glonist, no matter who he is, can be elected to the people's
committees and can elect their members, and can and must
take part zealously in their work.

In north Korea the freedom of religion is guaranteed and
no religion is suppressed or restricted. All religious persons
in north Korea enjoy the full rights and liberties due to a
citizen, and they are to take part in the forthcoming election
to the people’s committees with equal rights Thus, many
pastors and priests have been put up as candidates for people’s
committee members, and the greater part of the believers are
participating in the election work with zeal.

If any of the religious figures try to oppose the partici-
pation of the believers, priests and pastors in the forthcoming
election under the plea of the religious traditions and doectrines,
they must be spies attempling to use religion for their sub-
versive activities, bribed by a foreign country. Those persons
try to play upon the good sentiments of the believers and
cheat them with the object of conducting subversive activities
ot the time of election. Certain Protestant pastors, for instance,
act in this manner. They are pawns of the enemy who seeks to
turn Korea into a celony again. We do not doubt that the be-
lievers themselves will lay bare and reject those traitorous
pastors who disguise themselves as “friends of believers,” but
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who, in reality, are their enemies and enemies of the entire
Korean people.

And still others maintain that women should not be elect-
ed as people’s committee members and even that they should
not be allowed to take part in the election. This is also a wrong
idea.

Women account for half of the population. If half of the
people do not take part in the election of the organ of power or
in its work, such a power can hardly be called a genuine peo-
ple’'s power. Women constitute a great force, and large num-
bers of women are sharing in the work of rehabilitating our
country no less creditably than men. In our country women are
guaranteed by law completely equal rights with men in all
fields. The Law on Equality of the Sexes, therefore, should
be fully enforced in the election to the people’s committees,
too, and only then can the election be a really democratic elec-
tion.

The election to the people's committees we are going to
hold soon is the most progressive and democratic election. This
is evident above all from the social composition of the candi-
dates. The candidates jointly put up by our National Demo-
cratic United Front for membership of the people’s committees
comprise representatives of many democratic parties, independ-
ent persenalities and representatives of people in all walks of
life such as workers, peasanis, office employees, tradesmen,
entrepreneurs, handicraftsmen and men of religion. It is quite
U_nthmkable anywhere, unless it be in a really democratic so-
cxet}_f where the people have become masters of their own
destiny, that workers snd peasants elect a large number of
T.hell‘ }‘epres_entatives to the power. Many representatives of the
xrlltelhgents[a are among 'the candidates, and I think this is
also feasonable. Our intellectuals, who serve with all their
energies _and talents in the building of a rich and strong coun-
try and in the creation of a happy life for the people, should

as a rflatter of course play an important role in the people’s
commitiees together with the workers and peasants.

The election of people’s committea members is an election
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wholly based on universal and equal suffrage. All citizens of .
our country have equal right to be elected and to elect. In no
respect, regardless of party affiliation, property status, condi-
tions of residence, religious beliefs and others, diserirnination
or restriction is put on their right to elect and to be elected.

That the forthcoming election is the most democratic elec-
tion is also to be seen from the fact that the people themselves
cast secret ballots for the candidates and directly elect the peo-
ple’s committee members. An indirect election is not nec-
essary at all in electing a genuine people’s power, and that
form of election is used to deceive the people by the privileged
circles who are afraid of them,

The truly popular character of our power and its great
tasks place quite heavy duties on the members of the people’s
committees who are to be elected soon. Our people’s com-
mittee members should have boundless love for their country
and people, devote all their energies and talents to faithfully
serve the people and, no matter what difficulties they may en-
counter, should fight to the end unflinchingly, solely for the
interests of the people, surmounting all the difficulties by
displaying gallantry and devotion.

The members of the people’s committees are statesmen and
servants of the people They should always be principled
and fair in executing all kinds of work, properly organize and
lead the people, and make day-to-day efforts to raise their
own political and intellectual levels., People’s committee mem-
bers should become functionaries who mamntain close bonds
with the people, carefully listen to thewr demands and know
how to teach the people and also learn from them, and who
know always to examine their own work and eliminate its
shortcomings. The duties of the people's committee member
are heavy but honourable, indeed.

Our constituents should elect such advanced workers to

the people's committees, and the elected members should dis-
charge their duties creditably,

And the electors should always check tp oo the work ¢
the people’s committee member thev kave elected, and if Z=
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fails to acquit himself well of his work or goes back on the
confidence of the people, should recall him and recommend
another person faithful to the people for the people’s committee
membership in his place.

Dear fellow countrymen, brothers and sisters,

Today our people feel a boundless pride in electing by
their own hands the people’s committees, the genuine people’s
power, and greet the election day with hope and confidence.

All the electors should participate without exception in
the election to the organ of people’s power on the coming
November 3 and fulfil their sacred duty to the country. The
electors should vote for the fine representatives of people of
all classes and strata, for the candidates put up by the Na-
tional Democratic United Front, for the real patriots who
ardently love their country and people and are fighting de-
votedly to build a rich and strong independent democratic
state,

. Election day is quite close at hand and the election cam-
paign has reached its height. At such a time there may appear
persons who attempt to obstruct our historic election. We
should ensure a brilliant victory in the democratic election by
thoroughly smashing the manoeuvres of the reactionaries who
are bent on frustrating it.

Our people, liberated from the Japanese imperialist yoke
f)f col.onial rule, have already achieved a tremendous suszess
1 building a new life by their devoted efforts. But this is no
morfa than the first step in building a rich and powerful demn-
ks e e e o et By
sovereign democratic state idl itate o ot o
the national economy. oo ’ :‘aptlh y reha‘blhtate anfl develop
entire people and mz,xki onlz: f:l atisnmiaterllal well-being of the
velop. al culture bloom and de-
ple’sT;o::;:};}?:jl glézh;?et;asks successfully, our organ of peo-
cohesion of the entire pzo E;Z sg;‘engthf ned and the un.lty and
forthcoming eloction tn thepprovinc{;:;n?ted further still. Th,e

» City and county people's
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committees is of very great importance in this respect. The
entire people, therefore, should guarantee success in the forth-
coming election by their united efforts and concerted action
and forge ahead vigorously for a new great victory in the cause
of building a democratic country.

Each and every Korean citizen who loves the country and
desires happiness for himself and the entire people, should go
to the polls and vote for the candidates to the people’s com-
mittees.

It is my firm belief that you will all zealously take part in
the imminent election to the provincial, eity and county peo-
ple's committees and demonstrate the indomitable will of the
Korean people to attain the freedom and complete 1independ-
ence of the country, and demonstrate to the whole world that
our awakened and united people are capable of self-govern-
ment and are fully able to build their country into an ad-
vanced, independent democratic state.
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1947 Plan for Development of the National Economy and further
consolidate the material basis for a happy life of the people and
the building of an independent, sovereign state. The People’s
Committee of North Korea will guarantee democratic liberties
and rights more securely for the people and will wage an un-
remitting struggle to build a unified independent and sovereign
state and to elevate the international position of ocur country.

With the successes of last year and the victory of the pres-
ent Congress, we have opened up the road to a yet greater vic-
tory in the future. Our nation and country will certainly achieve
independence, prosperity and development. For our people have
patriotic sentiments unsparingly to devote everything to the
building of their state and a strong fighting spirit to break
through any difficulties, and are firmly united around the peo-
ple's power.

Also, we receive fraternal assistance from the great Soviet
people. The Soviet pecple are giving us material and moral aid
so that our nation can build an independent, sovereign state.
We are convinced that the Soviet Union, the most advanced and
democratic state, will render an active support to our people in
their just struggle in future as well and will stand by our peo-
ple for all time,

Delegates,

We held the election of November 3 last year with success
to consolidate the provincial, city and county people’s commit-
tees and have now successfully accomplished the work of the
Congress of the Provincial, City and County People’s Commut-
tees of North Korea to strengthen the People’s Committee of
North Korea, our central power organ, and to create the Peo-
ple's Assembly, the supreme organ of state power. This repre-
sents a historic vietory of our people in their struggle to build
an independent, sovereign state.

Now we have before us the immediate task of successfully
conducting the election to the myon and ri (dong) people’s com-
mittees which constitute the basis of our people’s power organ.
We should all take an active part in the election to the myon
and ri (dong) people’s committees and assure the complete
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THE WORKERS’ PARTY OF NORTH KOREA
MARKING THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF
ITS FOUNDATION

August 28, 1947

1. BRILLIANT ACHIEVEMENTS
IN ONE YEAR

We are celebrating the first anniversary of the formation of
the Workers' Parly of North Korea. In the short period of one
year since its inception, the Weorkers’' Party has done a great
amount of work which would ordinarily have taken 10-20 years
to accomplish,

In a year our Party has rapidly grown into a mass party
with a membership of 680,000, whereas it had some 370,000
members at the time of the merger.

The Workers' Party has absorbed into its ranks the best,
bravest and most conscious progressive elements who are likely
to become vanguards, from among the broad masses of the
working people in north Korea, Almost all the true patriots in
every factory, farm village and town who are active 1n state
affairs, work in the interests of the people and command their
love, have been admitted to the Workers® Party.

Many best workers from among the working class, the class
that constitutes the leading force of state building and the core
of the working people, have joined the Workers' Party, and
they form the nucleating force of the Party. The Workers®' Party
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was organized with progressive elements from among the toiling
peasants and working intellectuals with advanced workers as
its pivot.

The Party's organizational system has been put in order,
with the result that Party organizations at all levels from the
Party centre down to the provincial, city, county and myoi
committees and the factory and village cells, are composed of
fine Party members, and a large number of competent Party
cadres are reared in practical work. The Party has established
wide networks of cells in factories, villages and urban resi-
dential quarters, and seen to i that every Party member lead
a disciplined life at his Party cell..

The Party cell holds regular or extraordinary meetings
to discuss pressing Party tasks and strives for their execution.
The cell carries on the work of inducing each member to prop-
agate the Party’s policies, of ensuring their implementation
by giving assignments to the Party members to carry out among
the masses, of absorbing non-Party activists into the Party,
rallying the masses around it and ensuring the ideological unity
of its members.

With the strengthening of the life at the cell, strict disci-
pline has been established in the Party, the entire membership
have been united around the Party centre and democratic cen-
tralism further consolidated in the Party.

. The Party has ensured its ideological unity and concerted
actlf}n t.hrough a resolute struggle against all undesirabie tend-
encies in itself such as the desultory and unorganized liberal-
}Suc. tendency, tendency of individualist heroism, unprincipled

factional tendency, and the sectarian proclivities, a historical
inheritance.
has E}s]:npt(::jf;a; and ideological level of t_he Party me:mbers
the feudal and iol ;‘: f;nf-’c;‘ getic Sfruggle agams.t the vestiges of
the prolonged colons e:lar 11 eas which are an evil I'la?gover from
ducting the ez:luc:a’tio:n'xl{1 e Olf{ o Japfinese 1mpe?xahsts. oY Cm}-
with the Party's poli{i ?{;F O\ rming the entire membership
the profound realizatioizathme‘l he Party has brought them. ‘o
at 1t was necessary, for the building
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of a Democratic People's Republic in Korea today, to fight a-
gainst the pro-Japanese elements, traitors to the nation and
remnants of feudalism obstructive to 1t and.unite all the dem-
ocratic forces without fail,

The Party has formed a national democratic united front
with all political parties, social organizations and people of all
classes and strata, and established the people’s committee, the
people's power, by mobilizing the masses of the people from all
walks of life. The Party saw to it that all its members took an
active part in all democratic reforms carried out by the people’s
power and that as workers most faithful to the people they
brought the democratic reforms to a victorious conclusion in
one year by organizing and guiding the people.

Through the practical struggle for the democratic reforms,
our Party proved not conly theoretically but also in deed that
it is a party fighting sincerely in the interests of the people.
As a result, our Party has now come to enjoy the deepest con-
fidence of the people, and the Korean people entrust their des-
tiny wholly to our Party which has a bond of kinship with
them.

Supported and trusted by the people and rallying the broad
masses around itself, our Party has become the nucleating force
in the National Democratic United Front of North Korea, and
has grown into a powerful, mass political party that plays a
leading role in the building of a democratic Korea.

Qur Party is mobilizing all its members and the masses of
the people to the fulfilment of the 1947 national economic plan
aimed at laying the economic basis of an independent, sovereign
state for the happiness of the people.

Qur Party enlists the resourceful technicians and skilled
workers, active workers who are Party members, and the la-
bouring masses, in rapidly rebuilding the factories, enterprises,
mines, railways, etc., which the Japanese imperialists demolished
when quitting, and it exerts every effort to improve the liv-
ing standard of the people and develop the national economy.

A large number of progressive educators, cultural workers
and intellectuals have joined our Party and are working with
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devotion to set up and develop educational establishments,
theatres, libraries, newspapers and other cultural organizations
for the rapid development of national culture and the training
of native cadres. '

Our Party is rooted deep in the rural areas, Its members in
the countryside provide a model for all the peasants in the
work of developing agriculture and are active in the drive for
an increased output of farm produce. :

Many Party members who have earned the love and re-
spect of the masses of the people have been elected people’s
committee members, and are further strengthening and de-
veloping the work of the people’s assemblies and the people’s
committees by taking an active part in it. They are advancing
the prestige of the people’s committees among the people by
faithfully carrying into effect all the laws made by the people
and taking an active part in all work of safeguarding the in-
terests of the people.

Those of our Party members who are most faithful in the
struggle against all the vicious elements including the pro-Jap-
anese elements and traitors to the nation who infringed upon
’.Lhe interests of the people and sold out the nation, are work-
ing in the security organs, fulfilling their mission with credit.

. Thus, our Party members are resolutely fighting in all do-
mains for the building of an independent and sovereign demo-
cratic state and working with zeal for the overfulfilment of the
1347 Plan for Development of the National Economy in partic-
ular. The production results attained in the first half of the
year f:onvince us that we will surely win a shining victory in
carrying 01..1t the plan for the current year.

All this shows that the leading role of our Party and the de-

voted st‘ruggle of its members constitute the surest guarantee of
prosperity and honour for our nation,
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2. THE CORRECTNESS QF THE POLITICAL
LINE OF THE PARTY

The rapid consolidation and development of the Workers’
Party and the brilliant victory in democratic construction have
not come by chance at all. It is due to the fact that the entire
membership have correctly carried out the Party’s political
line, united firmly around the Central Commitiee of the Party.

QOur Party works out a correct political line suited to the
actual conditions in our country and the entire Party strives
for its implementation, Qur Party has always been with the
people, fought together with them, shaped its policies in con-
formity to their interests and vital needs and enlisted all forces
in carrying them out,

The basic political line of our Party was firmly laid down
already when the Central Organizing Committee of the Com-
munist Party of North Korea, the predecessor of our Party, was
set up immediately after liberation on August 15, 1945. At that
time, our Party set before the entire Korean people the basic
duty of fighting for the building of a democratic, people’s re-
public in Korea, and set forth the immediate tasks for its fulfil-
ment as fcllows:

1} To rally the broad patriotic, democratic forces by form-
ing a national democralic united front embracing all patriotic
and democratic political parties and groups and, on this basis,
to work for the establishment of a Democratic People's Republic
to ensure our complete national independence and sovereignty;

2} To hquidate thoroughly the remnant forces of Japanese
imperialism, the lackeys of international reaction and all other
reactionaries, who constitute the biggest obstacle to the build-
ing of a democratic country, thereby facilitating the develop-
ment of our nation along democratic lines;

3) To organize, first of all, people’s committees as organs
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f genuine people’s power in various districts with a view to
istablishing a unified all-Korea democratic provisional govern-
nent, and carry out all democratic reforms, restore the factories,
nterprises and the national economy as a whole, which were
avaged by the Japanese imperialists, and raise the material
ind cultural standards of the people, thereby laying the ground-
vork of an independent democratic state;

4) To further expand and strengthen the Party and en-
rgetically push forward the work of the social organizations
or organizing and rallying the masses in all walks of life
iround the Party so as to fulfil all these tasks.

This is the political line set forth by our Party immediately
ifter the August 15 Liberation.

Our Party is the advanced detachment of the working mass-
s of Korea uniting in it the true patriots who fought for the
iberation of the Korean nation at home and abroad and the
idvanced elements who waged an untiring struggle there for
‘he benefit of the toiling masses.

To win victory in the hard struggle against the remnant
‘orces of Japanese imperialism and the feudal forces, accom-
dlices of the former, and against the lackeys of international
reaction, and build a completely independent and democratic
sountry by mustering all the democratic forces, it was of prime
importance to strengthen our Party and rally the broad masses
around it.

Our Party has done a great deal of work to accept into its
ranks patriotic fighters and finest, advanced elements from a-
mong the toiling masses. We unfolded an extensive organiza-
;;f:air‘i\;(c)lr? of the Party and the mass organizations during
i blfefore t I:::r:l immediately after the August 15 Liberation un-
Conference wase;:rlxon of the Moscow Three Foreign Mimsters
sands of fine.s advounced. As a regult, t.he Party rallied thou-

’ anced elements into its ranks and came to

have ass organizations embracing hundreds of thousands of
members in only a few months,

When the decision

on the Korean aquestion dopted
at the Moscow tripartite . e

ministerial conference, our Party im-
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mediately started a struggle for its implementation. The deci-
sion of this conference marked off a line clearly revealing
before the masses the radical confrontation between the pro-
gressive and the reactionary forces in Korea. The reactionary
clements who were seeking to sell out Korea to the foreign im-
perialists again and turn it into a colony of imperialism and a
feudal society, came out openly in opposition to the decision
of the said conference. In contrast, the progressive forces that
wanted to develop Korea along democratic lines and build a
completely independent and sovereign state without foreign
interference, took a resolute stand in support of the decision.

Our Party gave unqualified support to the decision of the
Moscow Three Foreign Ministers Conference on the Korean
question and fought determinedly against all the reactionary
forces that were opposed to it. The Party waged vigorous strug-
gles for the firmer unity of the masses of the people, for the
carrying out of the democratic reforms, improvement of the
people’s living standard and the laying of the political, economic
and cultural foundations for the building of a democratic coun-
iry. Since then, our Party has, through its practical struggle,
consolidated its organization, strengthened its unity and soli-
darity with the broad masses and grown and developed into an
ever greater {orce,

United around our Party, the masses turned out with daring
to carry out the democratic reforms proposed by the Party.

On February 8, 1946, our Party called a consultative meet-
ing of representatives of all political parties, social organiza-
tions, Administrative Bureaus and all local people’s committees
and, there, founded the Provisional People’s Committee of
North Korea and decided on its 11-point immediate tasks as
Tollows:

1. To make a clean sweep of the pro-Japanese and reac-
ticnary elements and appoint competent cadres to the leadership
of all organs, thereby strengthening the administrative appa-
ratus in each local district;

2. To readjust the lands and forests confiscated from Jap-
anese aggressors and pro-Japanese reactionary elements in the
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QOur Party gave full support to the Agrarian Reform Law
promulgated by the people’s committee on March 5, 1946,
Regarding the agrarian reform as the most important task to
be carried out ahead of all democratic reforms, the Party mo-
bilized all its membership to ensure the victorious accomplish-
ment of the reform.

In the course of the struggle to carry out the agrarian re-
form, the prestige of the Party rose among the broad masses of
the people, and the entire peasaniry came to admit that our
Party was the only one thoroughly defending their interests.

Thus, large numbers of advanced, finest elements from
among the peasant masses were admitted into the ranks of our
Party, and it made rapid progress both in quantity and quahty.

Our Party mobilized a great number of workers to render
active help to the peasants who came out for the agrarian re-
form, thereby ensuring its smooth progress and further consol-
idating the worker-peasant alliance.

Giving unconditional support to the 20-Point Platform
made public by the Provisional People’s Committee of North
Korea on March 23, 1946, our Party accepted it as a programme
of action for itself and all the social organizations and strove
Ior its implementation.

Qur Party played the most advanced role in carrying into
effect laws such as the Labour Law promulgated on June 24,
1946, the Law on Agricultural Tax in Kind proclaimed on June
27, the Law on Equality of the Sexes announced on July 30,
the Law on the Nationalization of Industries promulgated on
August 10 and the democratic Election Law. Through this strug-
gle it has become clearer to everyone that our Party consist-
ently fights for the benefit of the working people, and the
confidence of the masses of the people in our Party has in-
creased tremendously.

All the facts show that our Party's political line and all
its measures taken in the struggle for the implementation of
the line were fully justified. Because our Party has mapped out
a correct political line and organized and mobilized the masses
of the people for its implementation, we have achieved victory
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against all kinds of anti-Party elements, Following the Third
Enlarged Executive Coramnittee Meeting of the Central Organ-
izing Committee of the Communist Party of North Korea con-
vened on December 17, 1945, our Party launched a decisive
strugple against all shades of alien elements that had sneaked
into it. The Party undertook the work of screening its members,
issued uniform membership cards, expelled the alien and pro-
Japanese elements who had crawled into it, dealt a decisive
blow at the local separatists with liberalistic and factionalist
tendencies running counter to the line of the centre and disobey-
ing the instructions from it and ensured the ideological and or-
ganizational unity of the Party.

Through this struggle our Party grew stronger organiza-
tionaily and ideclogically and the Party spirit of its members
was enhanced. This guaranteed the decisive role of our Party
in the struggle for the triumphant implementation of the dem-
ocratic reforms.

Our Party correctly executed its organizational line of de-
veloping itself into a mass political party on a broader basis
at the most suitable stage of development of our country.

Thanks to the democratic reforms carried out in north Ko-
rea in one year, a big change took place in the life of the work~
ers, p2asants and intetlectuals,

The workers, freed from colonial exploitation, have come to
work in their own behalf and in the interests of the people and
society at the factories and enterprises which have become
the property of the people, and are provided with the possi-
bilities of taking an active part in the state political life.
As a result, the political level of the working class has risen
remarkably.

The peasants, emancipated from the landlords’ exploitation
and oppression, are enabled to farm freely on the land of their
own and actively participate in the work of building a demo-
cratic country, displaying political zeal.

The intellectuals, who served the Japanese imperialist ex-
ploiters in the past, are now working for the sake of their
country and nation and for the benefit of the people and the
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working people, and their ideas and views have changed and
developed fast along new, democratic lines.

All this constituted the solid foundation for strengthening
the alliance of the workers, peasants and intellectuals, and also
raised the necessity of further solidifying this alliance. The
workers, peasants and intellectuals came to the keen realiza-
tion that their basic interests are in perfect accord and that the
strengthening of their alliance is the most important guarantee
for further consolidating the Nalional Democratic United Front
and for achieving victory in the building of a democratic state.

_ Thus, the question arose of merging the Parties—the Com-
munist Party which represented the working class and the New
Democratic Party which stood for the interests of the peasantry
and intelligentsia. The merger of the Communist Party and
the New Democratic Party was an urgent demand of the so-
cial development in our country and fully accorded with the
interests of the toiling masses., The merger of the two Par-
ties, therefore, had warm support from the entire working
people, and the merger was successfully completed in only
a month,

As a result of the merger of the two Parties, there was a
great influx into the Party of advanced elements of the workers,
peasants and intellectuals and our Party developed in a short
span of time into a mass party uniting in its ranks hundreds of
thousands of members.

With this expansion and growth of our Party, the unity of
the people based on the aliiance of the workers, peasants and in-~
:;1;‘32‘;32; Ziriarg)er féz;lrgzgnstﬂl, and the democratic reforms and

. g up the country proceeded more
triumphantly.

The Party has always fought to strengthen its organization

and discipline, while rapidly expanding its ranks. The guidance

and inspection of all the inet .
provincial Party o i -
ed by the Party Central y organizations conduct

_ Committee some time ago have put
the organizational system of our Party into definite order down
to the lowest terminals,

The Party bodies at all levels have
turned out a large number of competent cadres capable of skil-
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{fully organizing and mobilizing the masses and of directing the
democratic construction.

All this proves the correctness of the organizational lhine
of the Party,

4. THE IMMEDIATE TASKS OF OUR PARTY THAT
IS GREETING THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY
OF ITS FOUNDATION

Qur Party has made rapid progress in a short span of time
and attained great victories amid very complex circumstances.

But we must on no account become self-complacent. Our
Party is not yet tempered as hard as steel in a difficult struggle
and lacks in experience.

We should not allow ourselves to be carried away by our
victories, but should make every effort to reinforce the Party
ranks qualitatively while further consolidating the victories we
have already won. We must make a profound study of the rich
revolutionary experiences of the advanced parties and of Marx-
ism-Leninism, apply them to suit the situation in Korea, rectify
the shortcomings and further the merits in our work

Thus, our Party should be developed into a powerful party
capable of vigorously forging ahead bearing the destiny of the
Korean people on its shoulders under whatever difficult cir-
cumstances and of surely defeating any enemy.

To this end:

1) The Party organizations must be further consolidated.

The organizational life of Party members must be strength-
ened further in all Party organizations from the Party com-
mittees of all levels down to the cells in towns, factories and
farm villages.

The cell is the basic organization which educates the Party
members, sees to their ideological training and guides their
daily life. Life at the cell is the basis of the political and or-
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ganizational life of Party members. Without a healthy cell life,
the Party spirit of the members cannot be tempered nor can the
ideological and political unity be ensured within the Party. It
is therefore our prime duty to strengthen the cell life in order
to make our Party a mightly one.

Our Party still has some organizations that fail to organize
cell life in a sound way. We must put an end to this situation
as saon as possible. :

Each cell must convene regular or extraordinary meetings
in a planned way to discuss Party work, give Party-work assign-
ments to members, verify their execution, conduct criticism for
the ideological unity within the Party, and must organize the
Party life of the members so that they may propagate all the
Party’s policies among the masses and strive to carry them out.
It is pointless to work perfunctorily without any preparations
and plans. The Party organizations at all levels should strive
more energetically o strengthen the life of Party cells.

2) The style of Party work must be improved.

The democratic style of work has not yet been established
firmly in our Party.

Bureaucratic, formalistic and liberalistic styles of work,
survivals of Japanese imperialism, which are still found a great
deal in the Party, are highly detrimental to its development and
consolidation.

Tfu-zre are tendencies to bluster at the masses instead of
organizing and guiding them, and to decry the masses for their
back\.vardness Instead of breathing the same air as they and
teaching them kindly, and thus become estranged from the
masses. Such is precisely bureaucracy.

WithF:IIimr:;lxltT;-:eézzsdto the s?yle ojf work that when dealing
things care{uuy’ - oes not mv.estxgate the tx_‘uth nor analyses
' manages things mechanically and per-

functm:ily instead of organizing work scrupulously and only
embellishes the facade void of substance.

an UI: 1s 5“_"113]}’ a liberalistic tendency to act as one pleases in
principled manner, disregarding decisions and directions

of the organization angd to engage in double-dealings, that is,
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to pretend to be obedient outwardly but counterwork behind the
scenes, to express approval for everything at a meeting but act
the other way when away from the place.

We should fight resolutely against all these practices.

We should acquire the style of work of going among the
masses and rank-and-file Party members to patiently explain
to them, study their feelings, and lead them along the path
to the goal. Cadres should refrain from ordering the mass-
es about, but personally set examples and become one with
them, and should become closest friends of the masses ap-
proaching them and teaching and learning from them instead
of criticizing or abusing them for their ignorance.

In tackling ail matters, you should organize the work scru-
pulously and carry it out responsibly after gaining a correct
idea through a close study of their substance and investigation
and examination of the facts. You should establish the style of
work of investigating the cause of the mistake when you find
any, of analysing its nature, taking measures for its rectifica-
tion and thoroughly correcting the error, In short, a style of
work should be acquired to inquire into the essence and content
instead of sticking to the exterior and form in solving all ques-
tions.

And the principle of the minority submitting to the major-
ity should be strictly observed. It is the organizational principle
of our Party that the Party member obey the decisions of the
Party, the individual obey the organization and the minority
obey the majority. Liberalism is a harmful tendency which
distupts the unity of the Party and wrecks its united action.
We should intensify the struggle against such inimical tenden-
cies as liberalism, individualist herpism, factionalism, parochial-
ism, nepotism, ete., that are still to be found in the Party, and
should ‘further consolidate the unity of the Party.

Criticism and self-criticism must be intensified within the
Party in order to rectify our shortcomings in good time. Some
Party members and cadres only like to blow their own trumpet
and love being extolled to the skies, but dislike eriticism. This
is a wrong attitude. Just criticism and counsel play a great role
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skilled workers, educators, politicians, military personnel, scien-
tists, artists, etc., who are armed with advanced revolutionary
ideas and equipped with a high level of techniques and further
raise their role in all fields, thus triumphantly fulfilling the
great task assigned to our Party by our people of building an
independent country.

4) While consolidating the Party, we should further rein-
force the mass organizations under its guidance,

Without broad mass organizatinns around itself our Party
would eventually become something like a man with only bones
but no flesh. Our Party, therefore, should conduct the work of
further consolidating all social organizations, of uniting the
broad masses in them, educating the broader masses through
those organizations and uniting them closely around the Party.
We should make the masses realize that our Party is their
advanced detachment and closest friend fighting resolutely for
ithe benefit of the masses of the people, and solidify the unity
of the Party and the masses unremittingly.

Our Party should make a constant effort to strengthen the
united front with the Democratic Party and the Chongu Party.
We should make each Party member understand thoroughly
that by acting in close co-operation with those parties at the
present stage our Party can win a shining victory in the strug-
gle against the international and internal reactionaries, our
common enemies. We should understand that only those Party
members who endeavour to strengthen the united front and
creditably carry on the work of the united front could be
rated as Workers’ Party members who really fight for the bene-
fit of our Party and are faithful to our Party’s policies. Anyone
who disrupts the united front deltberately, should be regarded
as a person who creates favourable conditions for the enemy and
does great harm to our Party and our people.

5) Our Workers' Party members should be the first to give
active support to the people’s committee, the people’s power,
and fight to the best of their ability for the implementation of
all its policies, thus proving themselves trustworthy servants
of the country and the people.
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WHAT SHOULD WE DO AND HOW SHOULD
WE WORK THIS YEAR?

Speech Delivered at a Meetfing of Activists
of the Political Parties and Social
Organizations in Kanggye County

January 12, 1948

I extend my warm congratulations to you for your en-
thusiastic participation in the struggle for carrying out the dem-
ocratic reforms after lhberation and, particularly, for your
victorious fulfilment of last year's national economic plan, the
first of its kind in the history of our country, and I present my
whole-hearted respects to you for your firm determination to
score ever greater victories in this year of 1948,

As all of you know, the achievements our people have
scored in north Korea are really tremendous. We made a great
success especially in economic construction in 1847, Last year we
drew up a national economic plan for the first time in order to
further consoclidate the victories of the democratic reforms and
lIay the basis for an independent national economy of the coun-
try and successfully fulfilled it, and we are making a continued
headway for newer victories,

In the short period of slightly over two years after libera-
tion, our people have done what other countries had failed to
do in scores of years. The victories of the democratic reforms
and the brilliant successes our people have registered in building
a new life in north Korea are widely known to the whole world
and furnish an inspiring example to the peoples of many East-
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ists declared cynically that without them Korea's industry and
transport would all be paralyzed. But we soon started operating
factories and set trains running. The 17-18 years old stokers
who barely shovelled coals under the Japs in the days of Japa-
nese imperialism, have now become engine drivers and are run-
ning express trains. Big factories and enterprises such as the
Hungnam Fertilizer Factory, Nampo Smeltery, Hwanghae Iron
Works, Songjin Steel Works and Supung Hydroelectric Power
Station have been rehabilitated and are in normal operation,
and all of them fulfilled their plans brilliantly last year.

Needless to say, all this did not come as a gracious gift.
These successes have been made possible entirely by the united
strength of our liberated people, their lofty patriotic zeal, their
indomitable perseverance in overcoming all difficulties, their
ability of investigation and creative initiative,

The reactionaries mocked at our plan as an idle dream
which would never be realized, and among us, too, there were
some who were distrustful of the plan. But our people, display-
ing a high depgree of patriotic zeal and creative activity, have
creditably accomplished the things they once chose to. This is
really something to boast about. This is the most strongest
answer and counterblow to the U.S. impenalists including
Hoover and their lackeys who prattled that the Korean people
should be placed under an international trusteeship for 25 years
because they were incapable of self-government. This has con-
vinced us more deeply, and imbued us with boundless national
pride, that the Korean nation is a nation of superb ability, that
no aggressor ¢an ever conquer our nation again and our nation
is able not only to attain independence but also to build a rich
and strong, advanced democratic Korea.

But the U.S. imperialists calculate that they can enslave
our nation again because the Korean nation had been a colonial
slave fettered to Japanese imperialism for a long time in the
past. We must clearly show them what an absurd delusion
this is,

The Korean people of today are not the Korean peopie
of the old, feudal era of Li dynasty. The Korean people are a
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of the whole nation should they turn upon our Korea in an at-
tempt to swallow it up again.

Today ours is a nation that is conscious of its ability and
Jnission, a stout nation now which no force can bring to its
¥nees and override. Particularly, the north Korean people have
become masters of the country who handle everything by
themselves according to their own decisions, the masters of a
new, free and happy life. In north Korea the pezople have not
only become masters of the major industries and the land but
also are rapidly developing the economy of the country by
managing them ably, and everyone is devoting all his talents
and passions to the building of a rich and strong, advanced in-
dependent state.

But the situation in south Korea is totally different. The
rulers of dependencies who even fail to act as masters of their
own countries but work for foreigners have been brought into
south Korea by the U.S, imperialists, and are now clamouring
that they are going to make our Korea “independent.” They
zre none other than the so-called “U.N. Temporary Commission
on Korea.” What on earth are they going to do in Koreaz, those
fellows who are unable to run the affairs of their own countries
properly and held in bondage to others, while driving their own
peoples into a wretched plight?

Today the Korean question can be solved only by the Ko-
reans, and no one but the Korean people has the competence
and right to solve it. It is much less possible for such a gang as
the “U.N. Temporary Commission on Korea” to solve the Ko-
rean question. It is neither the United States nor India or Syria,
but only the Korean people themselves that can solve the Ko-
rean question. Itis precisely the Korean people who should
solve the Korean question by themselves, and it is only we who
are fully capable of solving it.

Originally, the “U.N. Temporary Commission on Korea"
did not come to Korea to solve the Korean question. It has come
to Korea simply in the capacity of a minion of the U.S, impe-
rialists who want to colenize Korea. In other words, it has
come to help rig up a separate south Korean government de-
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signed to further consolidate and perpetuate, in another form,
the rule by the U.S. government-general maintained by Hodge
now in south Korea.

What is the difference between the Japanese imperialist,
governor-general and the present governor-general Hodge? The
difference, if any, is only that the people’s livelihood has be-
come more difficult and suppression is more harsh than under
the Japanese governor-general. Indeed, all sorts of evils have
increased astoundingly. The number of prisons has increased,
the patriots and democrats are persecuted more harshly and
savagely than in the years under Japanese imperialism. Forci-
ble deliveries of farm produce have been augmented; in the
days of Japanese imperialism there were police, at most, to be
present at the places of forcible deliveries of farm produce,
but now even terrorists accompany the police to force the deliv-
eries. More factories are closed, unemployment has increased,
and the number of children denied schooling opportunities and
of students expelled from schools has grown. Traitors to the
nation and quislings ‘have 'increased’ and so ‘have ‘the prof-’
iteers.

So, the people are shivering from fear, hunger and cold,
and suffering from lack of rights and poverty. Not content with
this, the U.S. imperialists have even brought in the "U.N.
Temporary Commission on Korea” with the help of the U.N.
for‘the purpose of carrying out their colonial enslavement
policy more rigorously because the military government alone
Is not strong enough to do that.
pGOpiO;;erYsghﬂ;{e south Korean pe9ple, not to sbeak of the
filled with the re;);'fa, :refPOt takef] n b Y such a thing, and are
the handful of reacfii o fight against it to the very end. Only
are afraid of the jud niri ents like Syngman Rhee, who
the “U.N. Tempogarygré)o; ().f t-he people, support and welcome
less slogan against the Wit;‘;l(;%mn o Kore.a" under the s.hame—
calls forth the indignatj rawal of foreign troops. This only

The st te ndignation of the entire Korean people,

U.SSR. xkf;lsn;lelzzeztfec? :}f:eral Shtik(.)v’ representative of the
’ S at the Soviet and U.S. troops with-
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draw from Korea simultaneously to open up the way for the
Korean nation to decide its destiny by itself, constitutes a just
and reasonable proposal which indicates the shortest cut to the
independence and sovereignty of the Korean nation today. And
why is the reactionary clique dead set against it? The handful
of reactionaries are opposed to the withdrawal of foreign troops
so as to prolong their days by hanging on the U.5. imperialists,
because the moment the U.S army, their master and patron,
pulls out, the game will be up for them. In the meantime, they
welcome the “U.N. Temporary Commission on Korea,” a tool
of U.S. imperialist aggression 1n Korea, to serve U.S. imperial-
ism as its lackeys by selling out south Korea at least for dollars
and subordinating it to U.S. imperialism for good.

But all the manoceuvres of the U.S. impernalists and the
“U.N. Temporary Commission on Korea,” their tool, all the
plots of the domestic reactionaries will fall through in the end.
For the Korean people, who have already demonstrated their
national superiority and advance aleng the road of independ-
ence and sovereignty with firm confidence, are not fooled by
such things but are waging a resolute struggle 1in a body against
the enemy.

Today the liberated people of north Korea are enjoying a
happy and worthy life, and our livelihood is becoming more af-
fluent every day. But we cannot forget even for a moment the
cruel reality that half of our land of 3,000 ri is seized by the U.S.
imperialists and that our fellow countrymen and brothers, who
are of the same ancestiral blood as we are, groan under oppres-
sion and suffer from hunger. Under these circumstances it is
natural that the north Korean people should feel deep sympathy
for the bloody struggle of their south Korean brothers and ex-
tend them most enthusiastic encouragement.

We are confident that in the year now teginning, toa, the
south Korean people will valiantly fight to smash the aggres-
sive machinations of U.S. imperialism and achieve their long-
cherished aspirations.

For the complete independence and sovereignty and reuni-
fication of the country, the north Korean people should further
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reinforce the democratic base and score greater successes in
economic construction.

What, then, are the specific tasks that should be carried out
in north Korea this year? I have already mentioned them in
my new year’s message, but I should like to stress them again
for you.

First of all, it is important to increase production further
and raise the people’s standard of living higher still. It is true
that our national economy has been rehabilitated rapidly and
the people’s livelihood improved markedly till now. But we
cannot, and must not, rest content with it on any account.

What we have done is but the start in the light of the
boundless prosperity and development and the abundant, civil-
ized life that are to be achieved in the future in our people’s
country where the people have taken power and hold the levers
of control in the economy. As you all know, the democratic re-
forms have been brought to a victorious conclusion in north Ko-
rea, but this has only provided us with favourable conditions
iczr the future development of our society into one better and
nicer to live in. And a big success has been achieved in eco-
nomic construction in 1947, but this, too, is no more than the
first step in the development of the national economy and im-
provement of the people's life in our country. Some say, “Now
that the 20-Point Platform has all been translated into reality in
n?rth Korea, it is unnecessary, isn't it?” This is an erroneous
view, Trlfe, ez}ch article of the Platform has been adopted as a
1;;‘:: al::cg ulstbemg materialized in actual life, but .practices run-

Weg shourllderf to it have not yet been wiped out altogether.
urther consolidate and develop the successes
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brighter future along the road of unlimited development and
further develop all our work in terms of quality.

For example, the agrarian reform has already been carried
out triumphantly in north Korea. But this does not mean that
the agricultural question has all been solved in our country.
Our agriculture should be developed further still, and the prob-
lems arising in assuring it should be solved in good time. From
now on we should improve the methods of farming, increase the
number of draught oxen, improve and supply farm implements
in larger quantities and undertake irrigation projects on a
wider scale. At every opportunity that offers, I emphasize that
irrigation projects should be pushed forward energetically so
as not to let the rivers flow into the sea uselessly, but to draw
their water into the paddyfields, and this is a really urgent
{ask. Our country has rich water resources and an abundance of
electric power, and we have also become able to manufacture
motors by our own hands. Under these circumnstances, if only
we make the effort, we will be able to extensively carry out
the work of converting dry fields into paddies yielding three
times more harvest.

The same apphes to the nationalization of industries. The
law was promulgated and the major industrial establishments
monopolized by the Japanese imperialists have come into the
hands of the people, but it does not mean the complete solution
of the industrial question. We should increase production rap-
idly by rehabilitating the dilapidated factories, building new
ones and skilfully managing and operating our industries which
have come into the people's possession, Only then will the
building of a new Life by our people be promoted further, our
country built into a wealthy and powerful, independent and
sovereign democratic state and the entire people lead a happier
and more abundant life,

Today the life of the north Korean people is being im-
proved remarkably, indeed. This is bheyond all comparison
either with the life of the Korean working people in the days
of Japanese imperialism or with the miserable life of the south
Korean people today. We cannot rest content with this, however.
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lems arising in assuring it should be solved in good time. From
now on we should improve the methods of farming, increase the
number of draught oxen, improve and supply farm implements
in larger quantities and undertake irrigation projects on a
wider scale. At every opportunity that offers, I emphasize that
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as not to let the rivers flow into the sea uselessly, but to draw
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task, Our country has rich water resources and an abundance of
electric power, and we have also become able to manufacture
motors by our own hands. Under these circumstances, if only
we make the effort, we will be able to extensively carry out
the work of converting dry fields into paddies yielding three
times more harvest,

The same applies to the nationalization of industries, The
law was promulgated and the major industrial establishments
monopolized by the Japanese imperialists have come into the
hands of the people, but it does not mean the complete solution
of the industrial question. We should increase production rap-
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Our people who have become masters of the country can and
should enjoy a more affluent and civilized life. It is our aim to
liberate the people and make all of them enjoy a happy and
comfortable life, and only when this is attained, it could be said
that the revolution has triumphed completely.

And we will earn the support of the people only when
we make them well-off. The people always support a govern-
ment that guarantees freedom and happiness for them and prac-
tically sees to the improvement of their life. Only when our
democracy secures welfare for the people in reality, will it be
proved to be fundamentally different from the “democracy” in
the capitalist countries and the entire Korean people will say,
“Our democracy is really good!” and will be rallied closely
under the banner of our democracy.

We should not talk about democracy only in words, but
should embody genuine democracy in deeds. We may say that
this is the very point which distinguishes us from the reaction-
aries. The reactionary clique in south Korea can give nothing
to the people, but, on the contrary, they only rob them, while
paying lip service to democracy very noisily.

What has the reactionary clique done in a little over two
years since liberation during which time we have carried out
great undertakings for the people and the country? What else
have they done except that they have sold out the country for
dollars and made the people tremble with fear, cold and hunger
?ﬁ'es:()puﬁ;esl?:iailaughtering and exploiting them? That is why

i people, far from being hoodwinked by them,
are more indignant and hate them, and are rising against them.
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This year, too, we should increase production, improve
the people’s livelihood markedly and further strengthen our
democratic base through practical struggle.

Our greatest aim is to build the whole of Korea into a rich
and strong, independent and sovereign democratic state. And to
realize it, the economic basis should be further consolidated and
the people’s livelihood be stabilized and improved by rapidly
developing the national economy in north Korea The day when
our country achieves complete independence and sovereignty
can be hastened, only if the south Korean people are shown
more clearly how nice life is in north Korea where democracy
has triumphed and only if the might of the democratic base is
strengthened decisively,

Then, along what lines should we rehabilitate and develop
the national economy in order to consolidate the economic basis
and improve the people's livelihood in a short space of time?

Some people lay stress exclusively on heavy industry and
take up the wrong position that heavy-industrialism should be
followed right away. It is important, of course, to rehabilitate
and develop heavy industry. Only when heavy industry is devel-
oped can the foundations be built for an independent national
industry and the material conditions be also created for the im-
provement of the people’s standard of living.,

But the present conditions do not permit us to expand
heavy industry in a big way at once or devote our efforts only
to it. For the time being we should follow the course of turning
out and supplying raw and other materials needed for the devel-
opment of the national economy by rchabilitating and read-
justing the existing heavy industry plants. And we should build
light industry, which has no foundation whatever, to keep an
adequate balance with heavy industry, and energetically push
ahead with the development of agriculture. Only by so doing
can our people’s life be stabilized and improved rapidly and
the zeal and creative initiative of the masses of the people be
raised higher in economic construction.

As is to be secen from this, it 1s wrong to neglect the re-
habilitation of heavy industry and consolidation of the economic
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basis of the country, but it would also be wrong not to build
light industry for the improvement of the people’s life, placing
stress on heavy industry alone.

To improve the people’s living standard, production should
be increased speedily as a whole, daily necessaries turned out in
larger quantities and prices reduced systematically. The strug-
gle for increased production should be intensified everywhere—
in towns, farm villages, mines and fishing villages. Only when
production is boosted and products of good quality are turned
out in large quantities, can we use them to further expand pro-
duction and improve the working people’s life and export part
of them to foreign countries to buy goods we badly need. In all
branches, every factory and every working man should over-
fulfil their production assignments and increase production fur-
ther still.

First of all, economic plans should be worked out correctly.
Without a correct plan nothing can be done properly, much
less can the industries which have come into the people’s
ownership be developed. Each branch and each enterprise
should draw up correct and feasible plans on the basis of care-
fully investigated and studied data.

A defect of the functionaries here is that they are weak in
planning their work and do not know how to prepare the eco-
nomic plans well. Planlessness is glaringly revealed in the work
of the consumers' co-operative in particular. There are no small
n.umber of functionaries who know little of the actual condi-
Hons in their respective domain and are not versed in their

work. Such being the case, they can neither work out a plan
properly nor push ahead with

course. Half a month has now

New Year, zfnd yet this year’s plan has not been drawn up cor-
rectly. I think this is g serious matter. The plan for 1948
:sh_ould be worked out correctly on the basis of carefully exam-
ming the lessons drawn from, and the merits and shortcom-

passed since we rang in the
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ings of work revealed in, the carrying out of the plan for 1947,
and even each person, not to speak of each institution and en-
terprise, should work regularly according to concrete plans,

The economic plans should be interrelated, and should be
realistic plans based on a careful calculation of all conditions
made from a national standpoint. At the same time, the plans
should always be progressive and enterprising. A passive plan
confined to maintaining the status quo is of no use to us, it
hinders our onward movement.

Take Kanggye County for example. First of all, you have
no end of timber resources here, and yet why do you not make
a plan to increase the output of timber and use it to turn out
larger quantities of various wood products? You may produce,
say, vessels and furniture, or writing tables, desks, chairs and
blackboards to be used in offices or schools. If you produce such
things in large quantities and sell them at reasonable prices, it
will be nice because the people’s demands will be met; the gains
of the enterprises will increase and the workers will get more
incomes, and how nice this would be! Nevertheless, the County
People’s Ccmmittee does not give guidance to the state enter-
prises to make them turn out such preducts in large quantities
nor does it encourage the individual entrepreneurs to do so.
Such simple consumer goods may be produced either by the
consurmers’ co-operatives or by individuals who may run a
suitable form of enterprise by pooling efforts and funds. It is
high time that the individual traders and entrepreneurs con-
duct trade or run enterprises by honest means, instead of only
trying to engage in speculations.

And why do you not make up a plan to further develop
stockbreeding and sericulture in this nice area? You can raise
as many hogs and sheep and silkworms as you please, to say
nothing of cattle. If you do so, it will be nice because more
draught animals will be avaiiable; it will be nice because a
large quantity of highly nutritive non-staple food can be sup-
plied; it will e nice because more raw materials for daily nec-
essaries includinz hide can be furnishad; and it will be nice
because plenty of raw materials for silk much needed for the






YWhat Should We Do and How Should We Work This Year? 169

state property and wage a resolute struggle against all needless
expenditures and wasteful practices, but also to eliminate wast-
age for useless purposes in private life. From now on, the
institutions or organizations should refrain from having ban-
quets frequently, and an end should be put once and for all to
the practice of giving feasts on every possible pretext or com-
mitting excessive extravagances particularly on mournful or
joyous occasions in private homes.

You should also learn how to use state funds efilectively.
We started construction not long ago, and it can be said that
really large-scale construction work will be undertaken from
now. Nevertheless, there are still not a few instances of
squandering money of the state and the people on useless things
in many places. A monument or monumental tower of one kind
or another is built with hundreds of thousands of won, and then
a carousing "ceremony” is held under the name of inaugural
ceremony or others. This sort of evil practice should be elimi-
nated as soon as possible, and a system should be established
under which all funds are used effectively and economically in
the interests of the state and the people.

Some Koreans still have a habit of pretending to know
what they do not know and to have what they do not have, and
this is a big vice with them. Even homespun cotton clothes and
straw sandals are not bad in the present conditions. Yet, even
primary-school children think they cannot go to school without
Western clothes and rubber shoes on. And there are many
public houses everywhere and it is desirable to reduce them
to a degree,

We have very ample room for increasing production and
improving the working pcople’s livelihood at a faster pace by
practising economy. We should use sparingly even a penny and
a small amount of materials and turn all that are saved to the
building of a rich and powerf{ul country. This is our sacred duty,
and this is precisely the idea of national construction. Only
when the entire people are armed with this idea and enlist all
reserves and potentialities in the cause of national construction,
is it possible to further consolidate the democratic base of north
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ON THE TASKS OF OUR PARTY
ORGANIZATIONS

Speech Delivered at a Conference of the
Organization of Sunchon County, South
Pyongan Province, of the Workers'
Party of North Korea
January 24, 1948

Comrades,

As many comrades have said in their speeches, the Work-
ers’ Party of North Korea has turned into a great, strong polit-
ical party leading our people to freedom and national independ-
ence, bearing the destinies of the country and posterity on its
shoulders.

It was not long ago that our Party was founded. Only a
year and a half has passed particularly since the Commu-
nist Party, the predecessor of our Party, and the New Dem-
ocratic Party were merged to form the Workers' Party of North
Korea. In this short span of time, however, our Party has made
brilliant achievements for the country and the people and
performed great exploits which will shine ever long in
history.

Though it is not long since our Party was founded, the
struggle waged by the Korean Communists for the restoration
of the fatherland and the happiness of the people has a very
long history. The Korean Communists are genuine patriots who
fought for the honour of the cauntry and the nation, at the cost
of bloed and lives, under Japanese imperialist rule. In the days
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when the oppression by the Japanese imperialists was harsh
and our nation found itself in an indescribably dire distress, the
Korean Communists, weapon in hand, waged an indomitable
struggle against Japanese imperialism despite all difficulties
and hardships. Our Party is a party that has inherited the
revolutionary traditions of those Communists who struggled
most devotedly for the country and the people, a glorious party
which is heir to the history of the heroic liberation strug-
gle waged by the Korean people. Our Party, therefore, is the
most patriotic, most progressive and most powerful party in
Korea.

The Workers’ Party is the organized vanguard detachment
of the Karean working masses, made up of best, advanced ele-
ments of the workers, peasants-and working intellectuals with
the working class, the main force of our nation, as its core. That
is why our Party defends the interests of the workers, peasants
and working intellectuals and has a bond of kinship with them,
and has from the first day of its founding to this date striven
for the happiness of the Korean people and a bright future for
the country.

Our Party has sprung from the roots of the anti-Japanese
national-liberation struggle which imbued the Korean people
with hopes and confidence in victory in the darkest days of
Japanese imperialist rule, and it is precisely our Party that
leads the Korean people along the road of building a new, rich
and strong democratic country after liberation, bearing the
?te;t:)?ﬁi e?mf f22903iu22rr3t7 andhthe nation on its shoulders. Had
be like today, and iy isf(’n‘g’t 21:1 :vltj)uld the fate of our courftry

v and ' arty, could have ever point-
ed to the bright vistas of victory for our nation?
umphanly b o e Tlormsacoomplsed
for building a democ:ratic:rfcer1 Wf 'y o oy works o Jay the b'asus
showing the south Korean o lry pne served as a beaco'n 'hght
been for our Party. wh people the road to follow. Had it not

Y Who else could have ever taken the initiative

;r; tilhos;; grea?t demoqratic reforms and ensured their triumph in
r orea? Our historic victory in the great cause of trans-
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forming society along democratic lines can be attributed solely
to the fact that our Pariy extensively mobilized the patriotic
democratic forces, working hand in hand with the friendly
parties and drawing firmly on the united front, and always
played the leading role in the van of the people from all walks
of life.

Our Party has become a party strong and influential
enough to rank among the best of the Communist and Work-
ers’ Parties in the world in the light of both its exploits in the
revolutionary struggle and its high prestige among the masses
of the people and its own organized {orce.

Whereas its membership at the time of the merger was
only about 370,000, our Party has now developed into a2 mass
party of over 700,000. Our Party is composed of best sons and
daughters of the working people, ready to fight most gallantly
and sacrificingly for the country and the people.

In the early days of the Party's foundation, there were no
few instances of various shades of alien elements who sneaked
into the Party, damaging its prestige in flagrant violation of
Party discipline, because some Party organizations did not
faithfully abide by the organizational principles and, besides,
the factionalists manoeuvred to undermine the umty of the
Party. However, as a result of the decisive inn2r-Party strug-
gle against the alien elements and factionalists, our Party has
now grown into a militant, spiriled organization, the punty
of whaose ranks is assured and in which iron discipline is estab-
hished.

Thus, our Party has, since the merger, grown not only in
quantity but in quality as well, and turned into a genuine
Marxist-Leninist Party where its organizational principles
have been firmly established and ideological unity achieved
from the centre down to the lowest units Today, with the Sec-
ond Party Congress in the offing, we zan say that this is the
greatest sucecess we have scored in Party building.

Worthy of particular mention among the successes achieved
in Party building is the growth and consolidation of the cells.
Previously, many of our Party members did not have a clear
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understanding of what the cell was, what the cell had to do
and what role it had to play. However, from the checkup in the
autumn of 1947 on the work of the cells of the Party organiza-
tions under all provincial Party committees, from my recent
study of the work of the Party cells in the local districts such
as Kanggye and Kaechon, and from my analysis of the speeches
of many comrades at this meeting today, it is entirely possible
to draw a conclusion that the work of our Party cells has im-
proved qualitatively; the political consciousness of the Party
members has risen; and their Party life has been strength-
ened.

Even though our Party has achieved such organizational
unity and political and ideological consolidation, we should not
rest content in the least nor should we be carried away by
victary, More difficult and complex tasks now coniront our
Party which, carrying the destiny of the country on its shoul-
ders, is leading the Korean people, and the duties devolving on
each of us Party members are really great.

Though the successes achieved by our Party and people
In building a new life following liberation are tremendous,
:they Teépresent as yet no more than an initial step in the build-
ing of a rich and strong democratic country. The triumph of
t!_u-:: democratic reforms in north Korea has only created con-
ditions for the democratic development of our country, and it
Eiusneo ‘1\1::3:;0 sligniﬁes the complete accomplishment of our
the I;EOPIe’s liI;e dec;feloP our economy and c.ulture, improve
Still by stesdi] azn r‘emforce our democratic base furthe’r
democracy on {he ;an_cmgf along the road of genuine people’s
forms. We should mas_;?ro the victory in the democratic re-
Korean people to introdlze the umtefl strength of th.e entire
Korea, the other helt ofuii democratic re.forms also in south

& country, as in north Korea and

achieve the complete ing
A ependence, soverej ifica-
tion of the country, ereignty and reunifica

To reinforce the demoer
all of Korea into 1 genuine
sacred national task facing

atic base in this way and then turn
democratic state of the people is a
us. To carry out this task we should
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wage a relentless struggle against the internal and external
reactionary forces that are secking to encroach upon the {ree-
dom and independence of our nation, and should, first of all,
build up our own strength further still.

What is most important in building up our strength? To
strengthen in every way the people’s power set up by our
own hands and rapidly develop the national econcmy in a
planned way to lay the basis for an independent national eco-
nomy. If only we have a strong people’s power and the firm
basis of an independent economy, nothing will be impossi-
ble for us.

For the first time last year we ran the national economy
in a planned way. When the national economic plan for 1947
was announced, a tremendous hue and ¢ry was raised, Our
enemy mockingly called it an unattainable dream and even
some of our cadres, doubtful of the feasibility of the plan,
wavered. But the people in north Korea, particularly our
working class and peasantry, boldly set out under the leader-
ship of our Party to carry out the first national economic plan
in factories, enterprises and farm and fishing villages. At first,
they felt the plan, then tried their hand at its implementation
little by little and gradually gained confidence that they were
quite capable of carrying it out. Now all the working people
turned out as one man in the struggle to overfulfil the plan.
As you know, the result was that the 1947 national economic
plan was fulfilled ahead of the set time as a whole.

The most valuable gain we made in successfully carrying
out the first national economic plan is that our Workers'
Party members and the entire working people came to have
confidence in the building of the country. Our workers and
peasants, who overfulfilled the difficult plan which had seemed
beyond their power at first, came to have faith in their own
strength and became convinced that they were capable enough
of doing anything by their efforts.

In battle, too, it is the rule that an army without con-
fidence in victory iIs defeated and an army with high morale
and firm confidence in victory beals the enemy without fail,
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running establishments of higher learning on their own, and
set up the security organs and also organized the security forces.

All these things created by our people, though still not free
from some shortcomings, have already made a2 worthy contribu-
tion to the cause of building the country. They also show that
our nation has as fine a talent as any and is fully capable of
building up its country for itself, and they infinitely uplift the
national pride and self-confidence of our people.

Our people have taken power into their hands and are ad-
ministering it and are running factories, mines, railway trans-
port, educational and cultural establishments by themselves.
Who can ever deprive our people of their right to do so? Nobody
can take it from them, and there is no force in the world capa-
ble of doing so. No matter how desperately he may attempt, the
enemy can never take away lands from our peasants who are
freely cultivating the land distributed by their organs of people’s
power; factories from our workers who have become masters of
the factories and are working with devotion for the prosperity
and development of the country and for the enhancement of
their own welfare; or schools from our students who are study-~
ing assiduously in democratic schools for the construction of
an independent national economy and the blossoming of na-
tional culture in their country.

If the foreipn imperialist burglars and their stooges—trai-
tors to the nation—pounce upon us to rob us of our power, land,
factories and schools, our people will fight to the end at any
sacrifice and rather choose death than yield to anyone the pre-
cious {ruits of victory gained over the past two years.

Many things are still in short supply with us. Materials
and equipment are short, and so are clothes and footwear, too.
We, however, have produced a greater volume of materials
and goods in short supply by overcoming all the difficulties
and hardships, and thus have created objective conditions to
reinforce the economic basis of the country and improve the
people's livelihood. Especially, as the result of the successful
fulfilment of last year’s plan, many factories, enterprises and
railway transport facilities have been rehabilitated, and we are
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in a position to produce various kinds of equipment, materials
and consumer goods on a normal basis and ensure iransport
smoothly beginning this year. '

At the same time, our internal force has increased incom-
parably. In a little more than two years after liberation our
Party and people have accumulated a wealth of experience in
the building of a new life, and our Party members have acquired
the methods and ability to organize and agitate the masses and
enlist their force in the implementation of the Party’s poli-
cies. The elections to the organs of power at various levels held
on several occasions and the currency changeover successfully
effected at the end of last year clearly showed how cleverly our
Party organizes and mobilizes the masses and also how much
the masses support and trust our Party. Our Party smoothly
carried out such complex work as the changeover of old to new
currency in only a week by arousing the entire membership
to action and enlisting the conscious enthusiasm of the people.
This affords striking evidence of how promptly our Party or-
ganizations and organs of people’s power can take action in the
interests of the masses of the peaple.

Actual life has already proved the correciness of our
Party’s lines and policies to the full. Our Party has achieved
organizational and ideological unity and has been further tem-
pered and seasoned politically in the struggle for freedom, in-
dependence and democratization of the country.

Partg,h:f; li;:ririf;;ebno insurmountable difficulty before our
Ple cannot beat by fi t}?ltl}o ey th)m. our .Party and peo-
themselves have beeng g in monolithic unity. The p?ople
that if they, united ar i oo g g r0ugh practical experience
o g ound our Party, march forward along the

road indicated by it, th 7 Jare war & .
whatever difficult tasl,c. % could triumphantly - accomplish
ol o i e lment o the 101
cratic forces, and acco 13'; mo°llmng §ll the patriotic denflo-
' mplish without fail the cause of building

a Unified independent dem .
! A Ocra "y t 5
manoeuvres of the enemy, Ue state by repulsing all the
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Comrades, this does not mean, however, that we are free
from any shortcomings. Qur Party work has shortcomings and
drawbacks which must be rectified quickly.

First, the Party members and cadres lack in political train-
ing, and Marxist-Leninist ideological education within the
Party is still weak.

Qur Party is the militant vanguard detachment of the Ia-
bouring masses of Korea. Our Party should above z2ll equip
itself closely with progressive ideology and scientific revolu-
tionary theory in order that, as the vanguard detachment of
the working people, it may lead to victory the struggle for the
liberation of the Korean nation and secial emancipation of the
labouring masses.

If the company, battalion, regimental and other superior
commanders in an army are ignorant of strategy and tactics,
the army cannot win a battle, Likewise, if our Party, the van-
guard detachment of the wurkiﬁ:'g people, {ails to arm itself
with the revolutionary theory, it will not be able to correctly
guide the struggle of the masses of the people. Especially in
the light of the actual conditions, in which we are faced with
difficult and complex tasks, we ever more urgently need the
theory that indicates our course like a compass and brightly
illumines the road ahead like a beacon. Such a theory is un-
doubtedly Marxist-Leninist theory, the only scientific theory
on the revolution in modern society.

Marxism-Leninism is an all-conquering theory which has
been tested and whose vitality has been confirmed through the
revolutionary practice of the advanced working class in many
countries of the world. What our Party must study, study and
study is not the Bible nor any religious dogma, but precisely
this Marxist-Leninist theory. The entire Party from the cadres
in the centre down to the last member must arm themselves
with Marxist-Leninist theory and acquire advanced, scientif-
fc knowledge. Only by so doing can every cadre and Party
member become an able political worker, ideologically steeled
and theoretically prepared, and lead the masses confidently
along the right path.
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in a loud voice. There must be no such persons in our Party as
are merely plib of tongue while not knowing how to go about
practical work, and as shy away from a toilsome job, loath to
take the lead in tackling it.

All our Party members without exception must become
able organizers and competent builders, To become an able or-
ganizer and builder, each Party member should be well versed
in the Party’s lines and policies and know how to manage and
run the economy.

There should be no idle and leisured persons among our
Parly members. Our Party is the advanced detachment of the
labouring masses, and sa it must he seen to that the spirit of
industry is displayed in the daily life and work of all its mem-
bers and that the habit of loving 1abour prevails throughout the
Parly. Thus, everybody should be induced to show devotion in
all matters, realizing that he will find his life worth living only
when he works, and that he is as good as a dead man if he has
no work to do.

Qur people have a mountain of work to cope with in future
in order to rid our country of its backwardness and build it into
a rich and strong country. We have to do lots of complex and
difficult work—erecting factories, developing agriculture, ad-
vancing culture, strengthening the organs of people’s power and
so on. Our Party members should work with devotion for the
country and the people and for the Party from morning till
night every day, devoting all their energies and zeal to the his-
toric cause of building a new country. There is no place for
leisured and idle persons in our Party.

Now, I should like to dwell on the strengthening of the
united front.

The question of strengthening the united front is one of the
most important political questions at the present stage of the
development of our country. There are a considerable number of
members of the friendly parties in Sunchon County alone
where you are working.

And the question lies not in whether the members of the
friendly parties are few or many or how these parties absorb
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the working people. This proves that today our Party and the
Democratic Party can form a united front and keep in step with
each other in the struggle against the colonial enslavement
policy of U.S. imperialism, the common enemy, and for estab-
lishing a Democratic Pecple’s Republic,

" As a matter of course, there are in fact among the Demo-
cratic Party members some who commit reactionary acts. Those
elements are a handful of reactionaries who have wormed their
way into the Democratic Party with the real intention of dis-
rupting it, outwardly pretending to be supporting its Pro-
gramme,

Those clements who have sneaked into the Democratic
Party and are now perpetrating reactionary acts are in general
of the following categories:

First, they are the pro-American elements who, influenced
by U.S. propaganda in the past, worship the United States and
harbour illusions about it. The United States had sent te our
country missionaries under the mantle of religion long ago to
build churches in many places and disseminate Christianity and
ideas of U.S. worship, and made preparations over tens of years
to dominate Korea some day. This was an insidious trick of the
United States to feign sympathy with the Koreans and estab-
lish its influence in Korea under the cloak of religion.

The .S, missionaries preached to the Koreans, *“Whosoev-
er shall smite thee on thy night cheek, turn to him the other
also.” This implies that the Korean people must not resist but
remain submissive even if the United States encroaches upon
their freedom. The Korean patriots and people, however, were
not fooled by this deceptive preaching of the United States. Our
people answered to the U.S, rascals, “If you slap us once, we
will return two slaps,” and did so in deed.

Yet, some of the pastors and church elders, taken in by such
a religious propaganda, are trying to sell out our country for
dollars, worshipping the United States like a “God.” Preciselyv
some of those reactionary pastors or church elders have crawled
into the Democratic Party and are playing nasty tricks.

Second, reactionary acts are often perpetrated by a handful
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of speculators and profiteers who have slipped into the Demo-
cratic Party. Holding their own interesis dearer than the in-
terests of the country and the nation, they have an antipathy to
the democratic reforms carried out in north Korea and are none
too pleased with the rehabilitation and development of the na-
tional economy. For the development of the national economy
constitutes a blow to their profiteering acts. This being the case,
they set themselves desperately against the progress of our

society and the development of the national economy so as to

continue with their acts of speculation and profiteering and
viciously squeeze the working people.

Thus, within the Democratic Party there are a handful of
malicious elements who are operating underhand against the
democratic development of the country, but the members of our
Party and the Democratic Party, with the exception of those
elements, can unite forces with each other and, firmly joining
hands, march forward for the common goal of achieving the
complete independence and democratic reunification of the
country,

Now, let us have a loock at the Chongu Party. As for its
‘composition, the Chongu Party consists largely of peasants. We,
therefore, can form a united front with it at any time.

Yet, among the Chongu Parly members, too, some elements
are occasionally found committing reactionary acts. They are
reactionary elements and urban loafers who have wormed their
:::gg;;m c;‘he Chongu Part?,r in disguise, and are engaged in
it wh'lm:i‘ manoeuvres against the progressive personalities in

'Iihe iseoncerting its policies in violation of its Programme.
as long as possible in th?e ;S o bac]&fﬂardness and ign?ra?CE
their ends readily. But our ;pet()f vetooling them and achieving
of land through the g W nas made .the peasants masters
i ¢macratic reform and is leading them along
we road to a new, blissful life and continu
ideologically and : es to awaken them
actions 31’ to enlighten them culturally. So, these re-

'y elements, who are losing their foothold among the

ery passing day, indulge in reactionary acts
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against our Party and people's power, hiding themselves be-
hind the signboard of the Chongu Party.

We should not suspect the friendly parties nor shun them
by reason of the fact that a handful of malicious elements who
crept into those parties perpetrate reactionary acts, but should
trust them and co-operate more closely with them according to
their Programmes and policies. This alone will make il possible
to correctly implement our Party's united front policy and
mobilize all the patriotic democratic forces to build a rich,
strong, independent and sovereign state,

All members and organizations at all levels of our Party
must further strengthen their unity with the members and or-
ganizations of the friendly parties at the lower level and con-
stantly keep close ties with them, conduct the work of demo-
cratic education among the members of those parties, raise still
higher the ideological consciousness and cultural level of the
backward peasants, help the progressive elements in the friendly
parties to wipe out the wicked elements lurking in their parties,
and unfold a struggle in our Party, too, against the elements
who seek to disrupt the united front, thereby strengthening our
National Democratic United Front in every way.

We must not lose the identity of our Party in the work of
the united front at any time. Our Party members must keep
fast to the progressive stand of our Party and exert ideological
influence on the friendly parties, and, at the same time, wage an
uncompromising struggle against all shades of unjust, anti-pop-
ular tendencies. Qur Party is the vanguard detachment of the
Korean working people, equipped with the advanced theory and
possessing the brilliant traditions of the revolutionary struggle
for the liberation of the country. Our Party, therefore, is fully
able and ought to help the friendly parties with its ideology and
theory and ils rich experience gained in the struggle for the
liberty and independence of the country. We must always be
open-minded and modest towards the members of the friendly
parties and see to it that they come themselves to our Party
members to hold consultations and ask for our help whenever
there arises a knotty problem.



186 Kim Il Sung

The more the rank-and-file unity is strengthened and the
closer the mutual ties and co-operation grow between the or-
ganizations of our Party and the {riendly parties and between
their members, the stronger our united front will become, and
when things turn out this way, no force will be able to disrupt
our united front.

While closely co-operating with all the patriotic democratic
parties in this way, our Party must fight to the bitter end a-
gainst the anti-national, anti-popular traitorous clique. Why is
it that we cannot form a united front with the traitorous Syng-
man Rhee clique? It is because they have turned into stooges
of U.S. imperialism and openly betray the interests of the na-
tion. Those who have joined the Syngman Rhee clique are all
pro-Japanese elements who were minions of J apanese imperial-
ism in its days and, now that their old master is gone and a new
master has come, are acting as henchmen of U.S. imperialism.
Patriots and quislings can in no circumstances join hands nor
compromise with each other. The henchmen of foreign imperial-
ism must be duly brought to justice by the people.

The Workers’ Party of North Korea and the Workers'
Party of South Korea know well who our enemy is and with
whom we can form a united front. The united front is not to be
formed with the enemies but with the friends. We must there-
forzf. c:f:mtinue to wage a tenacious struggle against the U.S, im-
pe.rlahsts and their stooges by strengthening the united front

:zgldthe .ngocratic‘Party and the Chongu Party that aspire to
fecting E]Ce ’gse::;lfl, lgldil?f.niie.nt and sovereign state and by e'f—
forces © . obl lzation of the patriotic, democratic

rom all walks of life,

he éﬁ‘tr’;}i j;tg:;gifmspi;ig of state building, a spirit of loving
speedily, must be further ¢ 1;1;0 @ rich and strong country more
ries, mines, collieries, and P Wal;ec} m‘the~ people. In all fac.:to:
there should be establ’ished tiln Ii .mStltU.t.lO'n s and enterpris®
State property, better use of . al?lt ot striving for good care of
’ machines and equipment, economy

in labour and Tnaterials, reduction of all unproductive expendi-
» Production of more and better
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construction with less funds. It is an important task facing our
Party organizations to inspire the working people with the pat-
riotic spirit of state building and fight to rid them of the ideolog-
ical legacy left over from the days of Japanese imperialism,
which is manifested in their slipshod ways of working and
living,

Our people will before long have their Constitution and
their army. We should take due pride in and strictly abide by
the Constitution of our country that will lend legal confirmation
to the people’s power established by our own hands and all the
rights and liberties won by our own might, and should actively
support and assist our People’s Army that will be organized
with our beloved sons and daughters.

Through the review of the work of, and elections at, the
Party organizations of all levels which are to take place prior
to the Second Congress of the Workers' Party of North Korea,
we should further strengthen the Party organizationally and
ideologically and correctly sum up their precious lessons and
rich experience gained in the period under review and thus
make them serve as a guide to the development of our Party
work in future.

We must further increase the fighting efficiency of our
Party, enhance its prestige among the masses and rally them
rock-furm around it by electing to the Party’s leading bodies and
sending to the Party conferences best Party members who are
striving with devotion for the sake of the country, the people
ond the Party, and have been tested and tempered in practical
work,

Let us vigorously march forward for a fresh victory, build-
ing up our Party ranks ever firmer and leading the broad masses
of the people united around the Party!
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produce finished goods. The problem of crude petroleum, one
of our biggest snags, should be solved through foreign trade, and
refined oil should be produced by rehabilitating the Wonsan Oil
Refinery within the current year.

The aim of production for the factories that have become
the people’s property is to fully satisfy the demands of the mass-
es of the people. We should quickly restore and readjust the
factories and erect new ones to strengthen the economic founda-
tion ol our country and to turn out more goods essential for the
improvement of our people’s life. At the same time, the goods
which our people have in surplus should be exchanged through
foreign trade for the goods we need.

The question of deciding on the order of priority in con-
struction work is very important. We have quite a lot to build,
for we have taken over a backward and ravaged economy. But
all this cannot be built in a day or two. It is, therefore, imper-
ative to build the most urgent ones first. It will not do if we
think of only one aspect and lose sight of the whole, or think
of today only and forget tomorrow, A strict order of priority
should be fixed in construction, and the funds, techniques and
labour force should be concentrated on the urgent construction
projects, always taking into consideration the prospects of the
development of the national economy as a whole and of the
country.

And it will not do to try impetuously to build only up-to-
date and fine things from the outset. It is a wrong attitude to
‘hasten to do right now what you should do a few years hence.
We should combat the tendency to seck after only gorgeous dec-
orations or up-to-date equipment in construction Economic
construction should on all accounts be conducted in keeping with
our present conditions, and construction work should be done
etfectively with less funds and materials, beginning with urgent
projects.

Production should be put on a normal basis and the plans
fulfilled without fail in the factories and enterprises. To this end,
it is undoubtedly important to prepare materials beforehand and
organize labour properly, but the most important thing is to
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equipment or materials no matter when and where. When could
we use gold if we do not mine it in our times when we are build-
ing a rich, powerful, independent and sovereign state? This is
not the time for us to leave this precious mineral as it is hidden
underground,

As technical personnel were originally scaree in our coun-
try, it is important to turn to good account the force and talents
of technicians at the factories and enterprises. Technicians
should not be burdened with cumbersome office work, but
should be provided with conditions to study and make new in-
ventions. And the technicians should not be tied down to depart-
ments of administration and management, but should be made to
work directly at production sites, and they should be given
active help to develop techniques there in co-operation with the
workers.

Last year our technicians put forward a good many valua-
ble new ideas and made a great contribution to the development
of technology. Yet, the creative efforts of the technicians are
still insufficient. I hope the technicians will make a still greater
spurt in future, and expect them to make a bigger contribution
to the industrial development in our country.

1t is necessary to properly organize technical study and the
pass-on-skill work in all factories and enterprises. The system
of technical study has not yet been established and this work is
conducted in a very desultory way in factories, This shortcoming
should be eliminated, the system of technical education should
be established without delay and the technical standards of the
personnel and the skill level of the workers be raised systemati-
cally.

One of the most important problems in the fulfilment of
the naticnal economic plan is to organize labour properly. Nev-
ertheless, this matter is not tackled satisfactorily in the fac-
tories and enterprises at present.

At a certain colliery in North Hamgyong Province, they
increased only the number of workers haphazardly without en-
deavouring to raise labour productivity in carrying out the pro-
duction assignments. In consequence, a tremendous obstacle vwas
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ful fulfilment of production plans by enlisting their enthusiasm
and creative initiative. But there should not be committed such
act as purchasing commodities from the profiteers with state
money on the plea of supplying the workers and office em-
ployees with goods which are needful to their life.

It is important to educate the workers, technicians and of-
fice employees in the spirit that it is they themselves who are
masters of the state and enterprises. At certain places, some
workers and managing personnel demand higher wages reck-
lessly, oblivious of the fact that they are themselves masters of
the enterprises. It should be brought home to them that this is
a wrong idea, In the state enterprise, the machinery and equip-
ment, materials and produced goods and all belong to our peo-
ple, to the workers. If all the produce is appropriated as income
of the workers merely for consumption, it will be impossible
to continue and expand production. That is why the workers
rcceive as their wages only part of what they have produced.
Here, the expansion of production is also, in the final analysis,
for the good of the workers and for the betterment of our peo-
ple's life in the future, We should therefore make the workers
well aware that they should further increase production if they
are to get higher wages and that they will be better off all right
il only they increase production.

It is wrong only to seek to hive above our means avaricious-
ly when the conditions of our country are still difficult, When
the conditions of the state and enterprises improve, the incomes
of the workers, technicians and office employees will naturally
rise and their livelthood, too, will improve sharply.

Also, the workers, technicians and office employees should
be made to keep a strict vigilance at all times with the realiza-
tion that we are today building the country amidst a severe fight
with the enemy. The enemy is watching for a chance to destroy
the people’s property and frustrate our economic construction,
We should see that order and system be firmly established in
the factories and every functionary and worker sharpen vigi-
lance to the utmost in order to shatter the frantic intrigues of
the enemy and stoutly defend our enterprises
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offered to lowering the production costs of coal, to say naothing
of the work of labour administration of the state. Such a practice
should not be overlooked at any factory or enterprise and pri-
mary attention should be directed to the rational organization
of labour and to increasing labour productivity.

The ratio of office workers to the number of employees of
the enterprises is still high. Measures should be taken as soon
as possible fo decisively simplify office work, curtail the un-~
necessary staff and divert nonproductive labour to productive
work. As regards simplifying the system of cumbrous admin-
istrative and statistical reports, I will give a separate instruction
in the future, _

Even according to preliminary estimates, if the labour force
is allocated in a rational way and the organization of labour is
improved on a nation-wide scale, production can be increased
by some 50 per cent even with a 10-15 per cent cut in the pres-
ent number of workers at the state enterprises, and the labour
force thus released can be diverted to the newly-built factories.

The reduction of production costs requires higher labour
productivity and, at the same time, a vigorous struggle against
the practice of wasting state property and an energetic economy
in all materials and funds. It should be made clearly known o
the workers that only by lowering the costs of production will it
be possible to increase the gains of the enterprises and supply
the \yorking people with cheaper commodities. The costs of pro-
duction can be lowered and greater successes be achieved in

production only if the workers, before anyone else, display

(f:;fi*;itive initiative and all factory employees tap reserves to the

mmieg;sgn tlljc;.{ 104 adopted recently by the People’s Com-
welfare seror' borea should be executed thoroughly and public
o T e ice De organized properly from the state point of

iew, It‘lS onc of the most Important.duties of the manager of an
e?terpmse to look after the life of the workers with meticulous
2::3: st.lpply necessary goods in good time and provide every
o xcn.xence to them. Only the manager who does this job well

n enjoy the deep trust of the workers and ensure the success-
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traitorous clique, in their struggle for the reunification and
independence of the country along democratic lines.

Further, we have created the People’s Army to firmly
defend the democratic base of north Korea and the fruits of
the democratic reforms—the groundwork for the establish-
ment of a unified Democratic People’s Republic—from the
enemy's encroachment, and to guarantee happiness and se-
curity to the people in north Korea.

As is known to all, the U.S. imperialists, the pro-Jap-
anese elements and the traitors to the nation in south Korea,
in their attempt to hamper our democratic development and
peaceful construction in north Korea, are not only given to
slanders and false propaganda. They are also making every
attempt to destroy our precious state property and throw the
life of the north Korean people into confusion by sending in
large numbers of terrorists engaged exclusively in murder,
arson and subversion. As a matter of course, these attempts
of the enemy are thoroughly exposed and frustrated at every
step by the united strength and high revolutionary vigilance
of our people. However, the firmer the democratic base of
north Korea is strengthened and the greater victories our
people win, the more frenzied the U.S. imperialists and the
reactionaries in south Korea become and the more viciously
the enemies attempt to destroy the fruits of the democratic
reforms and economic construction in north Korea.

By founding the People’s Army, therefore, we must
firmly defend the democratic system established in north Ko-
rea and the happy life of our people, and prevent any reac-
tllc.mary forces and subversive elements from spoiling in the
;{ ;gr};;erlstpceizg;sei slihﬂ-le precious results gained by the north
eignty and democraiii:rats-trUggle for the indep end.ence, SOYer-
liberatio ion of the country to this day since
n.
,
dem;’;:a?i\cusfz :cemember .that only when we are strong and the
preserved freeszr: rf):;all unchallenged can genuine peace be
people ar;d the guaranteed for the country and the
' tnemy cannot attempt any reckless attack on
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us. Therefore, the strengthening of the democratic forces and
the founding of the People's Army in north Korea, far {rom
presenting a threat of fratricidal civil war as is viciously prop-
agpandized by the reactionary elements, will on the contrary
prevent U.S, imperialism and the reactionaries in south Korea
from starting such a civil war.

Comrade oificers, noncommissioned officers and men of
the Korean People's Army,

Dear {ellow countrymen,

The People’'s Army we have founded today 15 an army of
a new type fundamentally different from that of a capitalist
country.

The army of a capitalist country is organized to defend
and maintain by arms the system of oppression and exploita-
tion of the working people—the absolute majority of the pop-
ulation—in the interests of a handful of capitalists and land-
lords and to attack other nations and invade the territories of
other countries. We vividly saw such armies in Hitler Germany
and militarist Japan, and we see them in all capitalist coun-
tries. Particularly, the U.S. army that after the war entered
such' countries as China and Greece, which are not defeated
nations, and interferes in their internal affairs, and enforces
military government in south Korea, refusing to withdraw, has
become the prototype of the predatory imperialist army of today.

In conirast, the army we have created today is a genume
people’'s army that is organized with the sons and daughters
of the workers, peasants, and other sections of the Korean
working people, and fights for the lberation and independ-
ence of the Korean nation and for the happiness of the pop-
ular masses against the imperialist apgressive forces from
abroad and the reactionary forces at home, Therefore, should
any enemy attempt to infringe upon our country’s freedom
and our people's happy life, our People’'s Armymen will {ight
te the last drop of their blood to defeat the enemy and defend
the country and the people to the bitter end. This is the most
important feature of the People's Army we have founded

Another specific feature of our People's Army is that 1t
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has been formed with the true patriots of Korea as its back-
bone who devoted everything to the anti-Japanese armed
struggle for the liberation of the country and the people in
the face of severe Japanese imperialist suppression in the
past.

After the Japanese imperialists occupied our country, the
patriots with a genuine love for the country and the people took
up arms directly in their hands and waged an arduous guerrilla
warfare against Japanese imperialism at home and abroad.
When the pro-Japanese elements now acting as flunkeys of
U.S. imperialism in south Korea were oppressing and exploiting
the Korean people in league with Japanese imperialism in the
past and went so far as to drive out the dear young men and
women of Korea to the battlefields for ils aggressive war, the
Korean patriots formed anti-Japanese armed units and waged
a protracted, bloody struggle against the Japanese imperialist
army of aggression which far outnumbered them, thereby stout-
ly defending the pride and honour of our nation. Our People's
Army is created today with these patriotic revolutionaries as its
backbone and on the basis of the rich experience accumulated by
them during the long-drawn anti-Japanese armed struggle.

Therefore, though our People’s Army is founded today as
the regular army of democratic Korea, it is, in realily, an army
\\'1195e historical roots date far back; it is a glorious army in-
h.cming the revolutionary traditions of the anti-Japanese guer-
'f':lla 1*:'arfare, the valuable fighting experience gained and the
mdgmxtable patriotic spirit displayad in it. Our army, thus
equxpped not only with weapons but also with practical combat
exXperience, burning patriolism and noble revolutionary spirit of
our revolutionary forerunners, is an iron army that will-beat
back the invasion of any enemy and will be ever-victorious.
Peinc}l:t;:,; ?zonrlle hav'e founded such a superb and glorious
Korean natimi > {Z S%'am demonstratfes .to the oworld that the
independent connts ¥ Cfipable of buﬂdmg a ru‘:h and strong
rank among the adv); 1?23 dlts t’;thn and of raising its couniry to
have builto o : states of the world. The fact that we

such an excellent army by ourselves also shows
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clearly that we Korean people will not, and cannot, leave our
dest'ny in the hands of the U.S. imperialists and their tool, the
“UN. Temporary Commission on Korea,” and will never
recognize a "government” or an “army” rigged up by them.

Proclaiming to the world the founding of the Korean Peo-
ple’'s Army on behalf of the entire people today, 1 resolutely
declare once again that the destiny of the Korean nation should
be shaped only by the Korean people themselves, and that the
Korean question can by no means be solved by the U.S. im-
perialists and their aggressive tool, the “UN. Temporary Com-
mission on Korea.”

Comrades and friends,

The founding of the People's Army infuses a fireat pride in
our people and signifies another brilliant victory for them. But,
although we have the People’s Army, we must not allow our-
selves to be content with it or {o be carried away by victory.
The creation of the People’s Army is only the first step towards
build:ng up powerfu!, modern armed forces of the Democratic
People's Republic of Korea which must be established in the
future. It means that only their skeleton has been built. That
is why all the people as well as the military personnel must do
cverything in their power to further strengthen and develop the
People's Army founded today and should ensure that the invin-
cible might of the Korean People's Army can be demonstrated
to the world.

The men, noncommissioned officers and officers must, first
of all, urm themselves firmly with the spirit of a baundless love
for the country and the people and of devoting their all to the
strupgle for the {reedom of the country and the happiness of the
people,

Our People’s Army should not {forget even for a monient
that it has been born of the people and serves the people, and
that it can be victorious only when 1t loves the people and en-
jovs their support and affection. In particular, the People's
Army must consistently protect the interests of tne entire
working people headed by the working ¢lass, the mamn force 1n
building our country. Only when the army is equipped with
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ardent patriotism and the spirit of serving the working people,
can it defend the gains of the democratic reforms in north
Koreca, reliably safeguard our country and people from the
invasion of any enemy and promotie complete independence,
sovereignly and reunification of our country.

We must vigorously carry on ihe political and ideological
education of the servicemen so that they may emulate the lofty
patriotism of their revolutionary forerunners who took part in
the anti-Japanese armed struggle, and that all of them may
cultivate the spirit of loving, respecting, trusting and uniting
with each other and the trait of acting bravely and taking the
lead in doing things, and build up an iron discipline in the army.

The men, noncommissioned officers and officers must de-
vote themselves with the greatesl zeal to military training and
the study of military science. All men and noncommissioned of-
fleers must be proficient in handling their weapons and be
versed in their military assignments; officers must gain mastery
in commanding their units and educating and training their men.

Our People’s Army cannot be strengthened merely by the
cfforts of the men, noncommissioned officers and officers. The
active support and assistance of the entire people 1o the army
are required to make our army more efficient and capable
of honourably fulfilling the important mission of defending the
country and the people. Workers must ensure a timely and suf-
. Ticient production and supply of good weapons, uniforms and
daily necessities to the army; peasants must supply it with
provisions. The entire people must love their army, hold dear
the men and officers, and exeri themselves to turn our People's
Army into a mighty and excellent army which we can be proud
of belore the world,

Dear comrade men, noncommissioned officers and officers,

Dear fellow countrymen,

Through the founding today of an army which is genuinely
our own, our people have registered another fresh victory in the
history of our nation. The entire Korean people greet today’s
hn‘ppy event with boundless emotion and rejoicing, and all our
friends the world over cxtend congratulations on i'his new vie-
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tory of the Korean people who are fighting for the freecdom and
independence of their country,

Let us all march vigorously forward, with an unshakable
conviction of victory and ever greater national pride, for the
establishment of a Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, for
a new victory!

Long live the creation of the Korean People's Army, tha
genuine armed forces of the Korean people!

Long live the establishment of a Democratic People’s Re-
public of Korea!
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REPORT TO THE SECOND CONGRESS
OF THE WORKERS' PARTY OF NORTH
KOREA ON THE WORK OF THE
CENTRAL COMMITTEE

March 28, 1948

I. THE INTERNATIONAL SITUATION

Comrades,

One year and a half has passed since the Inaugural Congress
of our Party. Short as it is, this period has witnessed iremendous
changes in the international and internal situation.

The major events that have taken place in the international
situation since the war are: first, a radical change in the align-
.. ment of international political forces; second, eventis occurring
 in the struggle between the democratic and the reactionary
forces in the international arena; third, events occurring in con-

nect.ion with the upsurge of the liberation struggle of the peo-
ple In colonial and dependent countries.

1. CHANGES IN THE ALIGNMENT OF INTERNATIONAL
POLITICAL FORCES AFTER THE WAR

. Dee-p—going changes have taken place in the alignment of
International political forces since the end of World War II.
The most essential of these changes is that the capitalist system,

o
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that is, the reactionary imperialist camp, has become markedly
weaker, whereas the international democratic camp headed by
the Soviet Union has come into being and has definitely gained
in strength,

World War Il ended with the rout of fascist Germany and
Italy, the most heinous enemies of mankind throughout the
world, and with the defeat of imperialist Japan in the East. In
particular, the collapse of fascist Germany completely frustrat-
¢d the plan, conceived by the three countries of the United
States, Britain and France before World War II, for using Ger-
many to wear down the might of the Soviet Union and strength-
en the imperialist forces of aggression.

On the eve of the war, the U S -British-French bloc pursued
a vile policy of winking at the agpgressive acts of fascist Ger-
many and appeasing her, with an eye to weakening the might of
the Soviet Union which was growing and augmenting every day
amid the capitalist encirclement. The so-called “Munich” policy,
which led to the blackest tragedy in the history of mankind,
was a product of this underhand scheme of the tripartite bloc
of the Umited States, Britain and France. As you know, the
“Munich' tragedy eventually brought about World War II and
left many peoples of the world at the tender mercies of fascist
Germany, involving them in the horrors of war.

Nevertheless, World War II ended with the destruction of
fascist Germany, and in the course of the war the might of the
Soviet Union, far from waning, grew further and the world
democratic forees as a whole gained in strength. The victory of
the democratic forces headed by the Soviet Union and the de-

feat of Germany, Italy and Japan in the war brought about
radical changes in the alignment of political forces mn the in-
ternational arena. What, then, are these changes?

First, the strength of the imperialist camp as a whole has
deercased and the victorious capitalist powers with the excep-
tion of the United States all find themselves in a worse position
than before. Of the so-called “six great powers,” Germany, Italy
ond Japan were defeated, the national power of France has
waned considerably and Britain, too, is gradually surrendering
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according to the wishes of the Wall Street bosses, but along the
course dictated by history, along the course of victory for the
people; that the world is moving aleng the course steered
by the people, the creator of history, in the direction they
demand.

2. STRUGGLE DETWELN THL DEMOCRATIC
AND TIIE REACTIONARY FORCES IN
THE INTERNATIONAL ARENA

‘The above-mentioned changes in the balance of world polit-
ical forces did not come about spontanecusly and by chance;
they have come about through a bitter struggle between the
democratic and the reactionary forces.

As the day when the war ended recedes farther backward,
the U.S.-British-French bloc has become more open 1n its con-
travention of the commitments made by the Allied Powers dur-
ing the war against fascist Germany.

As is generally known, the war against the German fascist
robbers carried victory and liberation for mankind the world
over, entirely by virtue of the decisive part played by the great
Saviet people and Soviet army, at the cost of tremendous sacri-
fices and losses on the part of the Soviet people And what sort
of voice is raised nowadays in thase countries whiich, despite
their being members of the so-called Allied Powers, did not take
a resolute stand against fascist Germany but only bided therr
time, even retarding the openung of the Second Front, and in
those countries which entertained secret hopes for Germany's
victory and went so far as to extend aid to her? A strange voice
is being heard more and more loudly. They say: “To us belongs
the credit for victory in the war, and so we are entitled to a
greater share of rewards and must have a bigger part in settling
postwar international issues.” It is nobody’s secret that the
ruling circles of these countries are deliberately complicating
the settlement of international issues and are seeking to secure
their hegemony in the international arena after the war.
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countries, the aim being to expedite their economic rehabilita-
tion and development.

Already in 1946 the Soviet Union withdrew its troops from
the territories of its allies—Norway, Denmark, Iran, China, etc
In spite of vehement objections from the American and British
imperialists, the Soviet Union concluded peace treaties with the
vanquished countries, such as Italy, Hunpary, Romania, Bul-
garia and Finland, which were formerly allied with Hitler
Germany. The peace treaties with these countries provide an
obvious illustration of how the Soviet Union respects the rights,
liberties and national independence of their peoples and values
peace.

At various international conferences and negotiations in the
postwar years, the great Soviet Union has persistently strugpled
for the freedom and independence of smazll and weak nations
the world over and for world peace and security, The traditional
foreign policy of the Soviet Union led by the great Bolshevik
Party has been manifested in the stand taken by the Soviet
delegates on the postwar German problem, and Greek, Egyptian
and Indonesian guestions, on the question of opposing the in-
cendiaries of a new war and ensuring world peace and security,
on the question of general disarmament and many others dis-
cussed in the General Assembly and the Security Council of the
United Nations.

The Soviet people have worked out and are successfully im-
plementing their five-year plan for the postwar rchabilitation
and development of the national economy. Quite contrary to the
state of affairs in the United States which is facing an impend-
ing economic crisis with millions of jobless workers thrown out
on the streets and prices rising, in the Soviet Umon produc-
tion keeps growing speedily, the people are free from unem-
ployment, rationing has been abolished and prices have been
systematically reduced, with the result that the material and
cultural life of the working people continues to improve
rupidly.

Thus, the Soviet Union has become the powerful bulwark
and leading force of the international democratic camp in the
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struggle against the infernational reactionary forces. Soviet
foreign policy is exposing the reactionary, aggressive policy
of U.S. imperialism at every step and is immensely inspiring
the peoples and the working people of the world to the just
struggle for peace, democracy, freedom and independence,

Further, the new democratic forces of the victorious peo-
ples in many East and Southeast European countries have
grown to powerful strength dealing fatal blows to the inferna-
tional reactionary forces, In the East and Southeast European
couniries such as Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Romania,
Bulgaria and Albania, the newly emerging political forces are
successfully eliminating the footholds of reaction in their coun-
tries and have launched their countries on the road of demo-
cratic reforms and of national regeneration and rehabilitation.
The peoples of these countries, who have had the bitterest ex-
perience of the horrors of war, are shaping their destinies by
themselves and are determined never again to leave their fate
to the mercy of the reactionary politicians. Thus, the imperial-
ists have lost their footholds of aggression in these countries,
It is not an accident that the U.S. imperialists and thzir fol-
lowers, the greedy politicians of the Western bloc, ara now
slandering and disparaging the democratic countries in East
and Southeast Europe.

But realities have conclusively proved the complete base-
lessness of these slanders of the U.S. imperialists. The post-
war §ituation as a whole clearly shows that things are going
well in the lands which are disparaged by the U.3, imperialists,
“'h?reas political disorder and darkness reign in the areas
which they present in bright colours.
direcfgyﬁi‘;t;i?t gausro'pean .col.mtfies which I.lave been drawn
ful democratic efor(; . Imperialists sghere of influence, power-

€s are also growing now.
WESE‘EESO?SJSSJC’LB??ﬂin, France, Italy and a number of other
that world peace ar?d s a1:e becommg more deeply coinvmced
tional reactiomns fm-css:'curny can be ensured and the interna-
2 policy of frier}:dshi es can be defeated .only x\-rhen they follow

P towards the Soviet Union. Having ex-
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perienced the shocking horrors of war on account of the bel-
licose, traitorous reactionary politicians of their countries,
they do not want another “Munich” and stand firmly opposed
to another war and aggression. Graphic evidence of this is pro-
vided by the powerful democratic movement unfolded on an
extensive scale in France, Italy, West Germany, ctc. The cam-
paign launched in the United States for the formation of a
third party on the eve of the presidential election is a tangible
indication that voices are raised louder and louder against reac-
tion in that country as well.

The growth of the democratic forces in the capitalist coun-
tries is also illustrated by the fact that the Communist Parties,
the advanced detachments of the working class, have become
stronpger than ever. The Communist Parties of France and
Italy have now become militant parties enjoying the greatest
prestige and deepest confidence among the broad masses of the
people. The Communist Parties in a number of West European
countries have become powerful polhitical parties leading the
revolutionary struggle of the working class and the entire
working people; they have become the vanguard of the demo-
cratic forces in West Europe.

This growth of the Communist Parties’ influence among
the masses of the people is attributable, as Comrade Stalin
said, to the fact that in many European couniries the Com-
munists fought most valiantly and sel{-sacrificingly against the
outrages of the fascist robbers in the grim years of {ascist rule
and won the deep confidence of the broad masses as fighters
for the freedom and liberation of the people.

The great force of the oppressed pcoples who have nisen
in the struggle to achieve national freedom and independence
against colonialism forms another component of the interna-
tional democratic forees. The courageous struggle of the Indo-
nesion and Viethamese pecoples against the impenalists’ colo-
nial oppression and plunder, the mounting national-liberation
movements in India, Palestine and Madagascar, and the power-
ful people’s liberation movements in China, a semi-cnlonial de-
pendent country, and Greece are delivering mortal blows to the
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international forces of reaction. The Chinese People’s Libera-
tion Army has already liberated nearly all of Northeast China
and wide expanses of other parts of the Chinese territory; in
Greece a free Greek Government has been set up in opposi-
tion to the fascist royalists.

This is a brief account of the process of the growth of the
international democratic forces which are ranged against the
reactionary forces of imperialism in the international arena
after the war.

From this we can draw the following conclusion in gen-
eral:

First, class consciousness has been greatly heightened
among the peoples of the whole world, who experienced the
shocking horrors of war and fought against fascism shedding
blood with a view to attaining peace and freedom; their aspi-
rations for a genuinely democratic system and a new life bai{e ~
grown immeasurably. ‘ ‘:‘

Second, the masses of the people, having drawn serious
iessons from the war, have come to the profound realization
that the destinies of their countries should not be entrusted to
the anti-popular and reactionary politicians who pursue nar-
row, covetous ends. The peoples of the world, who experienced
war and fascist rule, do not want 1o live in the same old way
again and are shaping their destinies for themselves, waging
an active struggle for the establishment of a democratic system
against the reactionary forces and the incendiaries of a new
war.,

Third, those who, heading the international reactionary
forces in the postwar years, seek to wreck world peace and
securily and to enslave the peoples of small and weak countries
n E‘:‘I‘Ope and Asia, harping again on “world domination” just
as Hitler did and putting forward a new version of racism, will
lsagn I:.:’ondemned to suffer the same fate as Hitler and Mus-

i

Fourth, th? wilder the U.S. imperialists become in their
attempt to dominate the world, the more the international dem-

ocralic forces opposing it are united and strenathened as an
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invineible force. Today the world is moving not according to
the wishes of the U.S. imperialists but in the direction in which
the international democratic forces are advancing, towards a
new social system,

II. THE INTERNAL SITUATION .

1. TIIE TOLITICAL SITUATION IN KOREA
AND THL STRUGGLE FOR TIIE COUNTRY'S
REUNIFICATION

Comrades,

The deep-poing changes in the international situation since
the war are mirrored most sharply in the political situation in
our country. Today the Korean issue is not a question limited
to our country alone but constitutes a link in the struggle be-
tween democracy and anti-democracy on the international
arena,

The political situation in our country from the tume im-
mediately after liberation up to the present is characterized by
a fierce strugple between the patriotic democratic forces and
the traitorous anti-democratic forces. All the domestic politi-
eal forces have divided mainly 1nto two: all the patriotic per-
sonalities and the people of Korea fighting for the frecedom
and independence of the country have formed a mughty demo-
cratic force, while all the traitors and pro-Japanese elements
who hold their narrow political gains and their own interests
dearer than the interests of the country and the nation, have
formed an anti-popular, reactionary force.

But for the reactionary U.S interference, the struggle
between these two forces in our country would have been
settled, very easily and without any complications, 1t Iine with
the demands of the Korean people. For the reactionary forces
ol Korea formed after liberation with the handful of pro-Jap-
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anese elements and {raitors to the nation, who were hated and
rejected by the entire people, did not have any foothold among
the masses of the people and their strength was next to nothing
as against the mighty democratic forces of the liberated Ko-
rean nation,

Nevertheless, the struggle between these two forces in
our country remains unsettled to this day, and the Korean issue
becbmes more complicated every day. This is because the hand-
ful of reactionary forces, comprising the pro-Japanese elements
and the traitors to the nation, is under the direct control of
U.S. imperialism, the chieftain of international reaction, and is
actively protected and supported by it. As a result, the dem-
ocratic forces in Korea which have grown iremendously in
size and strength following liberation have had to fight against
the internal reactionary forces on the one hand, and, on the
other, against the international forces of reaction headed by
U.S. imperialism,

What has caused such a complex situation in our country
and has made the settlement of the Korean issue difficult and
delicate?

With the defeat of Japanese imperialism and the liberation
of Korea, the armies of the Soviet Union and the United States
entered our country with the 38th parallel as the demarcation
line between them.

_ In south Korea, too, prior to the landing there of U.S.
3 t‘t'oops, the pro-Japanese elements and the traitors to the na-
tion remained small and still before the mighty democratic
forces; the whole land was seething with the boundless jubila-
tion and patriotic passion of a liberated nation, and our coun-
try was advancing along the path of national regeneration and
mdepenc?ence In accordance with the people’s wishes, But with
the landing of U.S. troops in south Korea on September 8, 1945,
dark clfmds again began gathering over our country.
haveltb;inm:;e:zre ;h.anci that today totally different situations
rea and nosth g ISI(I) utthe Il;orthern and sout-hern halve§ of Kq-
_ orea are proceeding along diametri-
cally opposite courses. To confirm this, I would like to remind
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you here of the historic statements of the Soviet and U.S.
armies addressed to us Korean people on the first days of their
arrival in Korea.

On the day of its arrival in our country, the Soviet army,
which is led by the great Bolshevik Party that respects and
champions the independence and freedom of small and weak
nations, declared to the Korean people as follows:

"Korean peoplel... Korea has become a country of freedom.
However, this marks only the {irst page in Korean history. An
abundant, fruitful orchard is the results of man's efforts and
vigour, Therefore, the happiness of Korea, too, can only bae
achieved by the heroic efforts that you Korean people will
exert. Remember, Korean people! You have happiness in your
own hands. You have attained liberty and liberation. Now
everything is up to you. The Soviet army will provide the Ko-
rean people with all conditions for the free and creative labour
you are bound to embark on. Koreans must make themselves
the creators of their own happiness.”

This is the very statement the Soviet army made on the
first day it entered our territory. How correctly the Soviet
army has fulfilled its commitments given in this statement
needs no explaining, because it is clearly demonstrated by the
realities in north Korea today where the Korean people have
taken power into their hands and are building a democratic
country entirely in accordance with their will

But what did the U.S. army proclaim to the Korean people
on the very first day it landed in south Korea? I would like to
cite & few passapes from the proclamation of the U.S. army 1s-
sued upon its arrival in south Korea:

“...By virtue of the authority vested in me as Commander-
in-Chief, United States Army Forces, Pacific, I hereby estab-
lish military control over Korea south of 38 degrees north
latitude and the inhabitants thereof, and announce the follow-
ing conditions of the occupation:

“All powers of government over the territary of Korea
south of 38 degrees north latitude and the people thereof will
be for the present exercised under my authority. Persons will
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into their colony and thereby plunder it continuously of its
rice, gold, silver, copper, tungsten and all other valuable re-
sources, to dump their surplus goods there, and to bring the
whole of Korea {fully under their occupation {o turn it into
their advance base for agoression in the East.

This policy of the U.S. imperialists towards Korea could
not but evoke strong resistance from the Korean people. The
popular resistance struggles waged in south Korea under U.S.
military government were an adequate answer of the people of
south Korea to the military rule of the U.S, imperialists and
their policy of colonial enslavement.

But in order to carry out their wicked policy of colonial
enslavement of Korea, the U.S. imperialists rejected outright
the demand of the Soviet side for a simultancous withdrawal
of Soviet and U.S. troops from Korea and for leaving the solu-
tion of Korean issue to the Korean people themselves; they
unlaw{ully brought the Korean question to the United Nations
and rigged up the so-called “U.N. Temporary Commission on
Korea.” At the U.N. General Assembly the United Stutes,
disregarding the just demands of the delegates of many coun-
tries, rejected the participation of the Korean people’s repre-
sentative In the discussion of the Korean question. Thus, the
U.N. “resolution” on the Korean question was adopted arbitrari-
ly in the absence of the Korean people's representative, under
pressure from the United States and its satellites. This is an
insult to, and contempt for, our nation.

Why did the United States reject the participation of the
Korean people’s representative in the discussions on the Ko-
rean issue? Jt was because the U.S. imperialists were afraid of
the voice of the Korean people’s representative and of world
public opinion. The U.S. imperialists were aware that the truth
about south Korea ruled by the US mlitary government
would be exposed before the whole world, should the Korean
people’s representative participate in the U.N discussions on
the Korean question, which they feared most of all. The dele-
rates of Ukraine, Czechoslovakia, Poland and a number of
other democratic countries gave unqualified support to the pro-
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posal of the Soviet delegation for the withdrawal of foreign
troops from Korea and strongly demanded that the solution of
the Korean question be left to the Korean people themselves.
Nevertheless, the United States, using its voting machine,
forced an unlawful “resolution” on the Korean question through
the United Nations, in the absence of the Xorean represent-
ative.

The Korean people have long since been aware of this
scheme of the United States. The attitude persisted invariably
by the United States from the Moscow Three Foreign Ministers
Conference to the two sessions of the U.S.S.R.-U.S. Joint Com-~
mission furnishes a graphic illustration of what the U.S, im-
perialists are driving at today in cooking up the “U.N. Tempo-
rary Commission on Korea.”

The *“mission” of the “U.N. Temporary Commission on
Korea” is obvious. It is to justify the U.S. policy for colonizing
Korea under the cloak of “elections,” to rig up through fraudu-
lent “elections” a “government” to the liking of the U.S. impe-
rialists, which comprises the pro-Japanese elements and trai-
tors to the nation who place their private interests above the na-
tional interests and sell out the country and the people to
foreign countries, and to tear south Korea away from our coun-
try for ever, converting it into a U.S. colony. That is why the
entire people and all conscientious patriotic personalities in

north and south Korea, irrespective of their poiitical views,
religious beliefs or property status, rose against the “U.N.
Te.mporary Commission on Korea” from the beginning. Of late,
VO}CES against the “U.N. Temporary Commission on Korea' are
raised more and more loudly even in the Right-wing camp.

Km:j{"i‘;ﬁ“’;o support the “U.N. Temporary Commission on
¢ pprove of the policy of a national split are none
other than the reactionary traitors such as Syngman Rhee and
Ifhm Song Su who clamour that “a government must be estab-

lished even in Kyongsang Province alone.”
our Eﬁ:{ri?vgnilz?ﬁrical}y obposite lin.es h ave appear.ed. n
at the earl‘iest Possibleerc?a’]cs e derr'locratlc_ l‘me of establishing
¢ a genuine, unified government of
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the Korcan people and attaining the complete {reedom and
independence of Korea. The other is the reactionary line of arti-
ticially bisecling Korea and converting south Korea into a com-
plete colony by rigging up, in the name of the United Nations,
r puppet government serving the United States.

The entire Korean people are resolutely opposed {o the
reactionary line that runs counter to our national interests, and
to the “resolution” of the ‘Little Assembly of the United Na-
tions” on the Korean question; they will never recognize, under
any circumstances or on any conditions, the traitorous, reac-
tionary puppet government to be set up under the patronage of
the “U.N. Temporary Commission on Korea.”

The Korean people, who were subjected to colonial op-
pression and experienced a humihiating life of slavery under
the Jong-drawn Japanese imperialist rule, will not allow any
imperialists to enslave them apgain nor will they ever be taken
in by such aggressive schemes of Americans. Qur people are
not the Korean people of the past; they are an awakened, unit-
ed people who have already carried out great democratic re-
forms in hall the ternitory of their country, and enjoy genuine
democratic rights and liberties and are steadily paving the way
fo 2 more radiant future. Our compatriots 1n south Korea, suf-
fering from hunger and subjected to humiliation and oppres-
sion, have also seen the U S imperialists in their true colours
and have awakened to the real nature of their policy They are
cenvinced that they will certainly come out victorious, if they
put up a resolute struggle in concert with their brothers in
north Korea who are creating a new, happy life. No force on
earth can subjugate and enslave our people, who have risen
in the cause of the country’s reuntfication and independence
along democratic lines,

Comrades, in view of the acute situation created in our
country and with the object ol indicating clearly once more
the path to be followed by the Korcan people, our Party, to-
gether with other democratic political parties and social or-
panizations in north Korea, has worked out the draft of a Pro-
visional Constitution wholly conforming to the demands of the
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frustrate all the schemes of the reactionary groups to divide
our territory, to facilitate the country’s reunification and to
expedite the establishment of a unified democratic Korean
stale which will be an equal of all the freedom-loving states of
the world.

We firmly believe that this proposal of ours will meet
with the {ull support and approval of all genuinely patriotic
political parties and social organizations and of all conscientious
patriotic personalities who strive for the glory of the country
and the freedom and independence of the nation,

The Workers’ Parties of North and South Korea, closely
rallying around them all the patriotic demoecratic forces and
all the people both in north and south Korea, will keep up a
persistent struggle to shalter the sinister designs of the US
imperialists to split our country and make it their colony, and
will certainly achieve the reunification and complete inde-
pendence and sovereignty of the country.

2. ESTADBLISHMENT OF TIHE PEOPLE'S I'OWIR OF
A NIOW TYPE AND ENFORCEMENT OF
DEMOCRATIC REFORMS

Comrades,

Right after lhiberation our Party put forward the basic
political task of establishing a democratic people’s republic
and thus of developint our country into an independent sov-
creipn state, rich and powerful, which will guarantee welfare,
freedom and rights for the people and will be an equal of the
democratic countries internationally. To solve this basic tas
the Party outlined its immediate tasks as follows.

{1} To rolly the broad patriotic, democratic {orces by
forming a national democratic umited front embracing all pat-
riotic and democratic political parties and groups and, on this
basis, to work for the establishment of a Democratic People's
Republic to ensure our complete national independence and
sovercignty;
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(2} To liquidate thoroughly the remnant forces of Jap-
anese imperialism, the lackeys of international reaction and all
other reactionaries, who constitute the biggest obstacle to the
building of a democratic country, thereby facilitating the de-
velopment of our nation along democratic lines;

(3) To organize, first of all, people’s committees as organs
of genuine people's power in various districts with a view to es-
tablishing a unified all-Korea democratic provisional govern-
ment, and carry out all democratic reforms, restore the fac-
fories, enterprises and the national economy as a whole, which
were ravaged by the Japanese imperialists, and raise the ma-
terial and cultural standards of the people, thereby laying the
groundwork of an independent democratic state;

(4) To further expand and strengthen {he Party and ener-
getically push forward the work of the social organizations for
organizing and rallying the masses in all walks of life around
the Party so as to fulfil all these tasks.

As a first step towards the fulfilment of these tasks our
Party set out to establish, above all, a new type of people’s
power organ.

Neither retaining the old state machine of Japanese im-~
perialist rule nor building a state apparatus which would have
been only a slightly improved version of it, we had to set up a
new type of power organ, fully meeting the demands of the
liberated Korean people, most suitable for the democratic
fievempment of our country and capable of representing the
Interests of all sections of the people and, particularly, of the
broad labouring masses.

OUF Party defined the people’s committee established on
the initiative of the Korean people, without foreign interfer-
ence, as precisely such a new-type organ of power. This was be-
:ﬁ:seeg‘iepifple’s committee is indeed a power established by
powfr oi;posgsrrt\seges on t1-1e1r own initiative, because it is a
Japanese elemenct),s te enemies of the I.{orean people—the pro-
orador capitalists-_’. rgltors to th.e natlor.:, landlords and com-
ing masses witl thean riipresentmg the interests of the work-

working class as the core and those of the
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entire people, because it is an organ of power which is rooted
deep in the broad masses, meets the people's demands most
promptly, enjoys their support and maintains the ties of kin-
ship with them, because it is an entirely new, democratic form
of power built on the ruins of the repressive state machinery
of the vicious Japanese imperialist rule—different from the
“parliamentary democratic” form of power of obsolete bour-
geois society, and because it is a new type of power that can
lead our people to a still more elevated democratic society,
free, happy and affluent, in the future.

Only this type of power organ can ensure complete inde-
pendence and sovereignty to our country, unite the broad mass-
es of the people around itself and give full play to their politi-
cal zeal and patriotism, mobilizing all their energies for the
building of a rich and strong country. That is why our Party
has geared the efforts of all its members and of the entire peo-
ple to the establishment of such a new type of power and to
its strengthening and development.

With the establishment and further development of new-
type organs of power in the local districts, we were confronted
with the task of setting up a central organ competent to give
unified leadership to the local people’s commttees Only when
such a central state apparatus was established was it possible
to overcome the lack of system of the organs of people’s power
and the tendency towards local separatism, and to accomplish
more successfully and in a unified way the pressing political
and economic tasks confronting the country and the people.
Hence, our Party, in conjunction with the democratic political
parties and social orgamzations in north Korea, established thz
Provisional People’s Committee of North Korea in February
1946,

It was no easy task to establish and strengthen the organs
of people’s power, For the people’s power could be established
and strengthened only in the course of overcoming all kinds
of difficulties—first, a shortage of native cadres competent
enough to administer the state and run the power; second,
manoeuvrings of the pro-Japanese elements, traitors to the na-
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order to accomplish these tasks our Party, together with the
democratic political parties and social organizations, helped
the Provisional People's Committee of North Korea to carry
out great democratic reforms such as the agrarian reform, na-
tionalization of industries, and enforcement of the Labour Law
and the Law on Equality of the Sexes.

First and foremost, our Party devoted all its efforis to

the successful accomplishment of the agrarian reform which
held the most important place in the democratic reforms. The
Party did a great deal of work: in order to ensure the victory
of the toiling peasants in the sharp class struggle of the tenant
farmers and farm hands against the landlords, it sent to the
countryside its best members and workers, the leading detach-
ment in the building of the country, it formed more than 11,500
rural committees with farm hands and poor peasants as their
core and ensured the correct execution of the Agrarian Reform
Law in the interests of the toiling peasants; and it removed the
wicked landlords to other regions in order to smash the resist-
ance of the landlords and eliminate their reactionary influence
on the backward sections of the peasantry. At the same time,
we sent out able Party propagandists to all parts of the country
to explain and bring home to the broad peasant masses the
historic significance of the agraman reform, thus enhancing
their class consciousness and exposing and smashing in good
-{ime the reactionary false rumours and vile propaganda spread
by the landlords and all the other reactionary elements.

In the wake of the agranan reform, we successfully car-
ried out all the tasks of other democratic reforms-—nationaliza-
tion of industries, enforcement of the Labour Law and the Law
on Equality of the Sexes, etc.

The great democratic reforms accomplished in north Korea
thanks to the leading role played by our Party and its exten-
sive organizing and mobilizing activities, brought about radical
changes in the social, political, economic and cultural life of
north Korea in only two years and a half following libera-
tion, meeting the vital needs of the broad masses of the people.

The agrarian reform was, above all, a great revolution that
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eliminated the deep-seated source of stagnation, backwardness
and poverty in our rural areas and opened up a broad avenue
for the development of agriculture and for all-round socio-
economic progress of the country.

First, in the countryside it abolished the feudal relations
of landownership and made the peasants who tilled the land
its owners, thereby freeing the productive forces of agriculture
from the old feudal fetters and laying the solid foundation for
eliminating the mediaeval backwardness in the methods of
farming, culture, customs and in all other spheres in the Xo-
rean rural areas;

Second, it satisfied the centuries-old thirst of the Korean
peasants for land and emancipated the peasants from feudal
oppression and exploitation, with the result that the patriotic
political enthusiasm of the peasants and their zeal for produc-
tion rose to a great height and favourable conditions were
created for improving their material and cultural life;

Third, the agrarian reform liquidated the landlord class
that had been the main social foothold of reaction, and enabled
the toiling peasants—with the assistance of the working class—
to become genuine masters of the couniryside, thereby deci-
sively strengthening the democratic positions in the rural areas
of our country and further consolidaling the alliance between
the working class and the peasantry;

Fourth, as a result of the agrarian reform, conditions were
created to supply industry which is in process of rapid restora-
tion W}tl.l raw materials and to provide food to the population,
t%ms glving an impetus to the normal development of the na-
Lional industry of our country and strengthening the economic
bond between town and country;
jnterﬁzi;;;es?esyfl'ts of the agrarian reform _were of great
first of ite king;mi;cance. North K:orea’s agrarian reform,‘ the
immense inspiration ;nm':g countries of the Bast, has given
countries suffering f 0 ine pe?ples and peasants of .Eastern

g irom colonial and feudal oppression and

exploitation and serves as a bea i ini
con ill
them 1o follow. umining the path for
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The Labour Law enabled our working class to show greater
activity in its creative endeavours as the main detachment in
building the country and improve its material and cultural life
rapidly by freeing the workers from appalling colonial working
conditions through the introduction of an eight-hour day and
social insurance for the first time in the history of our people
and the annals of the working-class movement in Korea

The Law on Equality of the Sexes emancipated from feudal
oppression and humiliation the women, who make up half the
population of Korea, and provided them with conditions for

taking part in the political, economic and cultural life of the
country with equal rights with men.

Then, the nationalization of factories, mills, mines, railway
transport, communications, banks, ete., which formerly belonged
to the Japanese imperialists and comprador capitalists, consti-
tuted a democratic reform of great significance in the building
of a new society by our people.

First, the nationalization of industries expropriated the
foreign monopoly and comprador capital and placed the key
branches of the national economy under the direct control of
the state, which led to the abolition of the economic founda-
tions of the imperialist exploitation and enslavement in our
country and to the creation of basic conditions for using the
country’s major means of production in the interests of the in-
dependent development of the national economy and promoticn
of the well-being of the entire people;

Second, as a result of the nationalization of industries,
canditions were created for the state sector to play the leading

role in the national economy and for the economy of the coun-
try to develop on a planned basis;

Third, the nationalization of industries freed the working
class of our country from exploitation and oppression and
turned it into the master of the major factories and enterprises,
the master of industry, and this increased its political and la-~
bour enthusiasm immeasurably and further enhanced its lead-
ing role in the building of the country on democratic lines;

Last, the nationalization of industries in north Korea was
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the ruined economy, but to eliminate the baneful aftermath
of the protracted Japanese imperialist rule in industry and
various other fields and to ensure a predominant position for
the state sector.

The fundamentals of our Party’s economic policy consisted
in ensuring the direct, planned state control of the major in-
dustries, railway transport, communications, foreign trade and
financial agencies and in the proper co-ordination of the state,
co-operative and private sectors of the economy based on the
constant strengthening of the leading role of the state sector
in the development of the nalional economy.

The difficulties we encountered in the course of imple-
menting this economic policy of the Party were tremendous.

First, owing to the prolonged Japanese imperialist rule,
the economy of our country was generally very backward and
its industry suffered from colonial lopsidedness and deforma-
tion and, moreover, was severely damaged by the Japanese
imperialists.

Second, when we set out on economic construction there
was a lack of native technical personnel able to manage the
national economy, the working class was very short of skilled
workers, and raw and other materials and funds were practi-
cally nil.

Third, our economic construction proceeded under condi-

“ tions of the country’s split into north and south, with the
domestic and foreign reactionary forces engaging in all kinds of
vicious subversive activities against the creation of a new lhife
by the Korean people.

These difficulties and hardships, however, could not block
the onward march of the Korean people who were out on the
road of building a rich and strong democratic country, nor
break their will to lay solid foundations for the national econo-
my. The Party roused the entire people to the struggle for
overcomingt these grave difficulties; 1t geared all efforts to the
successful fulfilment of the 1947 national economic plan, the
first ever made in gur country.

At that time our Party, rousing all 1ts membership to ac-
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a glorious event which has broken, for the first time, a link of
the imperialist chain shackling the peoples and the working
classes in many Fastern countries; it has blazed the path for
the oppressed peoples of the East to follow in smashing the
economic footholds of the colonialist marauders and achieving
the independent development of their own national economies.

The victory of the democratic reforms in north Korea has
laid the solid political and economic foundations for achieving
the complete independence and sovereignty of our country and,
under the situation now prevailing in our country, has turned
north Korea into a solid base for the democratic development
of the country, into a powerful base of the democratic forces
to save the country and the nation from falling a prey to the
U.S. imperialists’ policy of colonial enslavement.

The victory of the democratic reforms in north Korea has
demonstrated that our country is advancing vigorously along
the path of freedom, independence and democracy towards the
establishment of a Democratic People’s Republic of Korea,
which is the earnest desire of the entire Korean people.

3. OUR PARTY'S ECONOMIC POLICY AND
ECONOMIC CONSTRUCTION

. The establishment of the people’s power and the accom-
?llshment of the democratic reforms mark only the initial step
in the l.)uilding of the country. The point is how our Party, on
the basvts of the victory of the democratic reforms, will mobilize
the entire people to the struggle for restoration and develop-
ment of the national economy and lead them along the path
of building a rich and strong country.

Proceeding from this, our Party and people have embarked
on ec.onomic construction in order to consolidate the success-
es gat.ned in the democratic social and economic reforms and.
on tl‘tls basis, to restore and develop the national economy. It
was important in this connection to restore and develop the
national economy in such g way as not merely to rehabilitate
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the ruined economy, but to eliminate the baneful aftermath
of the protracted Japanese imperialist rule in industry and
various other fields and to ensure a predominant position for
the state sector,

The fundamentals of our Party’s economic policy consisted
in ensuring the direct, planned state control of the major in-
dustries, railway transport, communications, foreign trade and
financial agencies and in the proper co-ardination of the state,
co-operative and private sectors of the economy based on the
constant strengthening of the leading role of the state sector
in the development of the national economy.

The difficulties we encountered in the course of imple-
menting this economic policy of the Party were tremendous.

First, owing to the prolonged Japanese imperialist rule,
the economy of our country was generally very backward and
its industry suffered from colonial lopsidedness and deforma-
tion and, moreover, was severely damaged by the Japanese
imperialists.

Second, when we set out on economic construction there
was a lack of native technical persennel able to manage the
national economy, the working class was very short of skilled
workers, and raw and other materials and funds were practi-
cally nil,

Third, our economic construction proceeded under condi-

" tions of the country’s split into north and south, with the
domestic and foreign reactionary forces engaging in all kinds of
vicious subversive activities against the creation of a new life
by the Korean people,

These difficulties and hardships, however, could not block
the onward march of the Korean people who were out on the
road of building a rich and strong democratic country, nor
break their wall to lay solid foundations for the national econo-
my. The Party roused the entire people to the struggle for
overcoming these grave difficulties; it geared all efforts to the
successful fullilment of the 1947 national economic plan, the
first ever made in our country.

At that time our Party, rousing all its membership to ac-
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tion, carried on vigorously among the broad masses of the peo-
ple a patriotic ideological campaign for national construction
and a mass struggle for economy in the use of materials, for
good care of machines, strengthening of labour discipline,
rise in labour productivity, lowering of production costs
and for mastery of technique. Consequently, the 1947 national
economic plan as a whole was overfulfilled splendidly in all
branches.

When we drew up our first national economic plan and
made it public, the waverers and reactionaries disparaged it,
calling it a “fantastic” plan and “absolutely infeasible.” But the
toiling masses headed by our Workers’ Party members unfold-
ed a vigorous emulation drive for increased production in the
factories, mines and collieries, and farm and fishing villages
of north Korea and achieved a great upsurge of labour. As a
result, all the false rumours spread by the waverers and reac-
tionaries were shattered to smithereens, and the plan was
triumphantly fulfilled.

From the tremendous successes achieved in implementing
the economic policy of the Party and in restoring and develop-
ing the national economy during the period under review, we
can draw the following conclusions:

First, the successes in the democratic reforms and econom-
ic construction scored thanks to our Party’s leading role, have
launched north Korea firmly on the new path of people’s de-
mocracy.

In 1947, state-owned industry accounted for 80,2 per cent
of the total value of industrial output and private industry for
19.8 per cent. In the mining industry, the state sector held
160 per cent. This shows that the state sector held an over-
1¥’h€?]m1ng predominance in industry, the leading branch of the
If"s:’e‘:;‘:il ;Z‘g:’n;& }I{Besides, railway transport, communications,
conditions con’sti:; §, etc, are under state contr.ol. All these
£rv’s ocon : ea sure guarantee fox: developing the coun-

~ omy along the lines of controlling and regulating the
g ;‘wate cconomy thro-ugh the leading role of the state economy,
managing the national economy in a planned way and of
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steadily increasing the well-being of the broad masses of the
people.

Second, through the practice of economic construction our
workers and peasants have become conscious of their own
great strength and creative talents and have become confident
that they are fully able to overcome any difficulty and accom-
plish the cause of national construction. The results of the 1947
national economic plan have inspired our Party members and
the entire people with the conviction and national pride that
the Korean nation, like other nations, is able to buuld its coun-
try splendidly on its own.

Last, it must be mentioned that our Party itself accumu-
lated a glood deal of experience and learned lessons in the
course of last year's economic construction. In the course of or-
ganizing and unfolding a mass struggle for the fulfilment of the
first economic plan, our Party was further steeled and grew
into a party capable of directing economic construction.

Our Party's great victory in economic construction, how-
ever, does not imply that our work is free from any short-
comings. Owing to our failure to give proper leadership to the
economy, we have as yet many things left undone which were
well within our power.

The first weak point of our Party organizations in econom-
ic construction lies in their inadequate knowledge about it and
poor experience in the management of enterprises.

The present situation in our ecountry demands not only
that our Party should become a party capable of organizing
and politically leading the masses, but also that 1t should be-
come a party of bulders able to build the economy and manage
enterprises and possessing knowledge of economics and tech-
nology. Hence, the momentous tasks confronting our Party are
10 master the know-how of economic construction, learn the
methods of economic management, master production tech-
niques, boldly promote best Party members as cadres to guide
the economy, bring the work of Party organizations to pene-
trate into production, and make all the Party members bear
the brunt of the struggle for economic construction
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terests of the state and the people. It is no accident that today
valuable goods and fine commoedities manufactured by the
state-owned industries are not allotted and supplied in an or-
ganized way, but a considerable part of them {lows into
the hands of the profiteers, and that good fishing grounds and
fishing boats are used not by the state but by the private in-
terests.

We think that our Party functionaries responsible for the
guidance of local industry, fisheries and trade should naturally
criticize themselves, on Party principles, at this Congress for
the grave errors they have committed. Our Party organizations
ahd functionaries in these fields must correct their errors and
conduct their work strictly in accordance with the economic
policy of the Party.

In pursuance of the Party’s economic policy, the Party or-
ganizations at all levels should make sure that the share of
the state sector in the national economy grows and 1is leading
role is steadily enhanced so that the country's economy may
advance along the path of people’s democracy guaranteeing
the welfare of the entire people.

For the consolidation of the victory of the democratic
reforms, and for the successful restoration and development of
the national economy, it is necessary further to strengthen our
organs ol people’s power.

As the history of mankind shows, no class and no people can
emerge victorious in the building of a new society and can de-
fend their national independence without a strong political
power of their own. Particularly under the conditions in which
our country is not yet unified and south Korea 1s being con-
verted into a colony of the U.S. imperialists, it is necessary to
strengthen our organs of people’s power in every way in order to
achieve the complete independence and sovereignty of the coun-
try and expedite national reunification.

Some of our Party members now working in the ergans of
people’s power, however, fail to properly fulfil the important
missions entrusted to them by the people, fail to maintain close
contacts with the masses of the people, lack the loyalty and



230 Kim Il Sung

enthusiasm to serve them with devotion, and not infrequently
commit deviations in implementing the Party's policies.

It is most imporiant for the Party functionaries to acquire
the methods and knowledge of administering the state and
running the power. To this end, a special education in admin-
istrative matters should be given to the Party members and
cadres working in the organs of people's power, and the Party
should exercise day-to-day control and guidance over it.

The functions of the organs of power at all levels, from
top to bottom, should be clearly laid down; the lower bodies
should carry out the measures and decisions of the upper
bodies in good time and with dispatch; a genuinely popular
style of work should be established among the functionaries of
organs of people's power, so that they may devote their all
to the people and readily respond to the demands and the voice
of the masses. Thus, the bonds of kinship between the organs
of people’s power and the masses of the people should be main-
tained and the work of the organs of people's power should be
rooted deep in the popular masses.

In order o enhance the prestige of the people's power, to
consolidate and develop its organs and further improve their
work, it is necessary to select boldly from among the people
competent cadres who are faith{ul to the country and the rev-
olution and allocate them to the organs of power, and to es-
'fnblish strict democratic order and stringent state discipline
in the vf'ork of the people's committees at all levels.

It is an important task for us to further consolidate the
people’s power and accelerate the restoration and development
of th_e national economy. Successful fulfilment of this task will
provide a decisive guarantee for the reunification and inde-
pendence of the country,

Our Party must energetically

| enlist the creative power of
the masses of the people in th

e struggle for the overfulfilment
of the 1948 national cconomic plan, which will mark another
step forward in the building of the foundation for an inde-
pende{lt national economy and in ‘the improvement of the
material and cultural life of the people, and it must lead the
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entire people to the victory of the cause of the country’s inde-
pendence and sovereignty and reunification on a democratic
basis,

III. THE PARTY

Comrades,

Qur people’s great victory and success in the democratic
reforms and in economic construction confirm the correctness
of our Party’s lines and policies, and prove that our Party has
grown and developed into a powerful organized force fully
equal to the task of building a rich and strong country.

That in the course of the struggle for the country's reuni-
fication, independence and democracy our Party has become
able to tackle its great mission as it does today is entirely at-
tributable to the fact that it has achieved organizational umty
and unity of ideology and will, that the entire Party has rallied
around its Central Committee, and that it has solidly united
the broad masses around itself. Our Party has now become a
reliable mass political party defending the interests of the
Korean working masses; it is victoriously fulfilling the great
historic task of building a2 democratic country.

1. THE STRUGGLE FOR THE CONSOLIDATION
OF THE PARTY

Immediately after liberation our Party laid down its basic
political line: to set up a solid democratic base 1n north Korea
for the complete emancipation of the Korean nation and the
building of Korea into an independent and sovereign state,
mighty and prosperous, in the future, by thoroughly carrying
out the democratic reforms and accelerating democratic con-
struction in north Korea. It was of decisive importance to the
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building and consolidation of a democratic base in north Korea
to develop our Party into a powerful mass party and to rally
the broad masses of the people around it.

Hence, our Party deemed it necessary to unite the local
Party organizations that had been set up loosely in different
parts of north Korea and establish in north Korea a powerful
central directing body capable of implementing successfully
the Party's political line in conformity with all the favourable
conditions and circumstances in north Korea, and formed the
Central Organizing Committee of the Communist Party of
North Korea on QOctober 10, 1945.

At the time, the need to set up the Central Organiz-
ing Committee was abundantly clear to everyone. Nevertheless,
some people in the Party came out against the formation of the
Central Organizing Committee of the Communist Party of
North Korea on the pretext of “supporting the centre': they
failed to understand correctly the political situation in Xorea,
because they were held captive by the old factional habits and
the mentality of individualist heroism which they had devel-
oped earlier when they bossed the small local groups in the
manner of “I am my own Lord” like the frog in the well, with-
out any experience of Party life and ignorant of the funda-
mentals of discipline which call for submission to the Party or-
ganization and the higher Party organs. These people attempted
to tear our Party apart into local groups, as of old, and to con-
tinue living a musty life of factional grouping, each lording it
over his own local sphere of influence.

‘ At that time, in order to conceal their attempts the faction-
alists and individualist heroists, alleging that “the establishment
of t.he.Central Organizing Committee in north Korea would mean
splitting the Party,” made loud noises as if they were concerned
for the preservation of the Party's unity. But the fact was that
o contimus i shan ot o the centre and wantad
factionalism. bossin eltl‘h act;vxtle.s of 1f1d1wdual1.st he_rmsjm and

Tho fac{ionalistg weies ow In their respective dlStI‘lCtS..

aware that the “Seoul centre,” which

Was exposed to the U.S. imperialist suppression, would not be
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able to supervise them properly, and hoped to avail themselves
of this opportunity to continue their factional activities. That
was why they opposed the founding of the Central Organizing
Committee of the Communist Party of North Korea which
would be fully able to exercise day-to-day leadership and
supervision all over themn at close quarters. If the “centre” in
Seoul had then been in Pyongyang, they certainly would not
have raised the slogan “support the centre,” but would have
ocpposed the “centre” under some other slogan.

What would have become of the situation in north Korea
and the destiny of our country if, as the factionalists insisted,
we had not set up the Central Organizing Committee then and,
looking only to Seoul, had failed to give unified leadership to
the Party organizations scattered in the provinces? Undoubted-
ly our Party, far from developing into the mass political party
as today, would have been manipulated and torn asunder by
the factionalists, and thus would have failed to secure the
victory of the democratic reforms and to set up in north Korea
a solid democratic base for the complete independence and
sovereignty of the country.

In the early days of the Central Organizing Committee of
the Cornmunist Party of North Korea, many elements who were
infected with tendencies to liberalism and individualist heroism:
and steeped in factionalist ideas made their way into the organ-
izations and leading bodies of the Party at vanious levels, ham-
pering its unity, fostering a scramble for posts and local sepa-
ratism and continuing factional activities in the Party. In those
Party organizations where such elements ensconced themselves
in the leading bodies, the situation worsened to such an extent
that many pro-Japanese elements wormed their way into the
Party ranks and carried on harmful activities infringing upon the
interests of the masses and divorecing the Party from them.

Some factionalists who had sneaked into the leading bodies
of the Party opposed the reorganization of the Young Com-
munist League into the Democratic Youth League and made
deliberate attempts to foil it, in the hope of confusing the
Party’s united front policy and preventing the Party from unt-
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ing broader sections of the masses around it. Those fellows
were utterly ignorant of the united front policy of the Party
and did not want to understand it either, That was why they
accused us of “‘steering the Party backwards” and ‘“swaying
the Party to the Right.” It is needless to say who really sought
to steer the Party backwards and sway it to the Right. Had we
yielded to their clamorous insistence and failed to reorganize
the Young Communist League into the Democratic Youth
League, we would obviously have been unable to unite around
the Party as today the millions of young people who are play-
ing an important part in our national construction.

In those days, persons who were ignorant of the organi-
zational line of the Party and the elementary standards of
Party life and yet pretended to know them, entrenched them-
selves in the Party’s leading bodies and manipulated it at will,
instead of appointing people who were capable of putting its
organizations in proper order. Consequently, no organizational
discipline and organizational system were established within
the Party, system and order were absent in all work such as
the preparation of the Party's statistics and the keeping of its
documents and even the principles laid down in the Party
Rules with regard to the admission of new members were not
observed,

In no small number of Party organizations, where ele-
men?s strongly infected with factionalist provincialism held
lead“}g posts, fine cadres of working-class origin and other
promlsx.ng and faithful cadres were not promoted while the
promotion of cadres was made from considerations of kinship
i‘:gefeg:;‘;;:grc;itr;:izlﬂ tie.s. The result was that some organs
Seoul. All the lead?ny Wlil persons from Hongwgn or from
without ability and f ECL : tlh us came to be held by persons
local areas had no (; o chtres:.u " gooq, competent people in the
of increasing Party Ir)r?g i Il:mti' ot being promof:ed. n th? work
of admitting to the Par:n ﬁrs 1p, loo, the factionalists, instead
the working class—the my 'm:’ adeﬂlCEd ele.me:nts from among
cratic country—and foom aaln OI‘CfE in the buz.ldmg of the demo-

mong its most reliable ally, the poor
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peasantry, indiscriminately admitted urban loafers and petty
bourgeois, forming Party cells among them where there was
no one to rely on.

In order to save our Party from this grave situation, we
called the Third Enlarged Executive Committee Meeting of the
Central Organizing Committee of the Communist Party of
North Korea in December 1945 and took resolute meas-
ures for overcoming the wrong organizational, political and
ideological tendencies within the Party. The Third Enlarged
Executive Committee Meeting brought about a great renova~
tion in Party work and Party life for the first time since the
founding of our Party, and this marked the beginning of its
development into a truly sound and powerful party.

We allocated new, competent cadres to the Party centre
and Party committees at all levels; fought determinedly against
those who were infected with provincialism and nepotism and
against elements with tendencies to factionalism, local separa-
tism, individualist heroism and liberalism; and worked energeti-
cally to set up a well-adjusted system of Party organization
from the centre down to the cells, and to ensure the organiza-
tional and ideological unity of the Parly. Thus, organizational
discipline, which permits of no factional activity within the
Party and requires unconditional obedience to the decisions
and directives of the higher Party organs, began to be estab-
lished.

Parzallel to this, we conducted throughout the Party the
work of checking up on the Party ranks, of issuing membership
cards and organizationally strengthening the Party organiza-
tions. As a result, the pro-Japanese and alien elements lurking
in the Party, who were committing acts of infringing upon the
interests of the masses and divorcing the Party from the masses,
were exposed and expelled from the Party, and great progress
was made in preserving the purity of the Party ranks,

Our Party organizations, which had been remaining in sus-
pense like castles in the air, struck roots among the much re-
liable and unswerving working class and poor peasantry, among
whom our Party cells were formed and expanded.
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Propaganda for the Party’s lines and policies was widely
conducted, within and without the Party, through the media of
its organ and other publications. And excellent Party members
were selected and given systematic education in Party schools.
Thus began the mass training of cadres who were to play an
important role in Party building. And political education was
energetically conducted within the Party in order to acquaint
every member with the Party’s stand and policies and enabla
him to know correctly what the duties of the Party member
are and how he should lead his organizational life. Members of
the Party started working actively to explain its policies to the
broad masses and rally them around the Party.

Thus, our Party work and Party life were put on the right
track after the Third Enlarged Executive Committee Meeting,
and from that time on our Party developed into a powerful
party equal to the great task of democratizing the country and
capable of skilfully mobilizing the broad masses of the people
tc carry out democratic reforms and economic construction.

As the Party’s organizations were consolidated and it came
to enjoy the enthusiastic support of the working masses, we
were confronted with the task of developing it into a mass party
with broader foundations, in keeping with the social progress
_ and rapid changes in state political life. In other words, there
" .arose the need for a mass-based party representing the common
£ interests of the working class, peasantry and working inielli-
gentsia in order further to consolidate their alliance which had
been solidly built up in the course of the democratic reforms and
to lead the broad working masses to take a more active part in
state political life.

Thus, in August 1946, a congress for the merger of the
Communist Party and the New Democratic Party was convened,
.at which the glorious Workers' Party of North Korea, the lead-
Ing force in the building of the country, was founded.

As you see, our Party has grown amidst the struggle to con-
solidate its organization since the time of its predecessor party

and, on this basis, it has developed into the powerful mass party
of today.
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2. THE GROWTH OF PARTY RANKS AND TIHE
WORK OF ORGANIZATIONAL LEADERSHIP

Since the merger, the ranks of our Party have attained
rapid numerical growth. Whereas its total membership at the
time of the merger was over 366,000, it had grown {o more than
708,600, a 1.9-fold increase, by January 1, 1948,

Though the Party ranks grew at such a rapid rate, soma2
Party organizations committed not a few Right and ‘“Lefi"” er-
rors in this course. Some of the Party organizations recruited
Party members in the manner of formung an association, thus
providing conditions for many alien elements to worm their
way into the Party ranks, while some other Party organizations
closed their doors on the plea of 2 strict selection of Party mem-
bers, to the detriment to our Party's development into a mass
party.

For the purpose of overcoming such deviations, immediately
after the merger the Party Central Committee issued uniform
membership cards to all the members and guided and checked
up on the work of increasing the Party membership as a whole,
It thus helped the local Party organizations correct their errors
in good time, and took measures not only for the gquantitative
but also for the qualitative growth of the Party, making it pos-
sible markedly to improve the composition of the Party. The
number of workers in the entire Party membership has grown
from over 73,000 at the ttme of the merger to more than 143,000
now. In the sama period the number of poor peasants in the
entire membership has increased from over 185,000 to 374,000

With the rapid growth and strengthening of the Party,
the question of establishing its organizational principle and sys-
tem posed itself more urgently. So, the Central Committee of
the Party took measures to firmly build up 1ts leading organs
at all levels, from the centre down to the cells, to establish 1ron
discipline in the Party and strengthen the Party life of every
member.
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In particular, the main effort was directed to the strength-
ening of the Party cells. The cell is the basic organization of
our Party, and its strengthening is essential for the consolida-
tion of the Party as a whole and for increasing its fighting
strength, The Party Central Committee has taken important
steps to readjust the cells and strengthen life in the cells. As a
result, cells in the factories and farm villages have made re-
markable progress and it has become an established habit for
Party members earnestly to discuss the immediate political and
economic tasks at the general meetings of Party cells and to
make every effort to implement the directives of the Party
cenire and Party committees at various levels and the decisions
of the cells.

The number of Party cells increased from more than 12,000
at the time of the merger to over 28,000 at the end of 1947,
and they were formed in every factory, enterprise, institution
and farm village. At the time of the merger there were only
400 odd myon Party committees, but now every myon has its
Party committee.

As a result, our Party today has a powerful, monolithic
organizational system which makes it possible to mobilize the
entire membership without the slightest confusion at any
moment in the event of the country calling for its emergency
mobilization.

Hoxvever, in the building of our Party and in its work of
Organizational leadership, there are shortcomings which must
be rectified without delay.

_ First, the cell, which is the basic organization of our Party,
15 not yet sot_md enough and the work of the Party cell has not
ii;':;’;ileci ifrehl%h level. The Party cell is the basic organization
membef-;s ;qsuii’;‘cc&da)fdeducz%non and training to the Party
nity of he Pt r:nllq eological oneness and organizational
lines and policies 3;{ o sPand translates into practical life ’d}e
to the strengthening of :h arty. To strengthen the cells is basic
e whole Party,

e I'I‘I}Iis notwi?hstanding, many Party organizations have so
alled to raise the work of the cells to the required level.
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This gives rise to the pheniomena that cell meetings are held in
a perfunctory way, without plan and adequate preparation, and
that cells fail to carry on their work in keeping with the spe-
cific realities of the factories, workplaces and farm villages
concerned, and to give detailed assignments to each Party
member so that no small number of Party members find them-
selves at a loss what to do. The assignments given are not def-
inite and, moreover, their fulfilment is not wverified and
summed up; the work of helping the Party members to carry
out their Party assignments correctly is almost neglected.

In order to eliminate these shortcomings and strengthen
the Party cells, it is necessary that every cell should devote its
main efforts to fostering Party nuclei, that it should give as-
signments properly, that it should always scrupulously lead
and check up on the Party life and the activities of the Party
members, that it should heold cell meetings in an effective way
according to a plan, that it should discuss and decide the direc-
tion and plans of work in conformity with the actual situation
of the cell, and that it should vigorously carry on the ideolog-
ical struggle against every negative tendency and actively
develop criticism on Party principles within the cell. Thus, all
the cells of our Party must be turned into militant, living or-
ganizations brimming with vitality.

Second, inadequate verification of how the Party organiza-
tions are implementing the policies and decisions of the Party
constitutes a serious defect in our Party’s work of organiza-
tional leadership.

In order to have a correct understanding of the activities
of the Party organizations and know their members and cadres,
it is necessary meticulously to lead and check up the Party
organizations at lower levels and it is most important to or-
ganize this work effectively. Properly organized, the work of
checking up will serve as a searchlight throwing a revealing
light on the activities of Party organizations, a powerful means
of exposing and elimmating manifestations of bureaucracy and
formalism in Party work., That grave shortcomings persist in
the work of some of our Party organizations till now is as-
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cribable, in mosi cases, {o the failure of Parly orpans to be
concrele and scrupulous in leading ond checking up on the
work of the Party organizations al lower levels,

For an effective work of puidance and checkup on the
Party orpanizations, il is necessary, in the first place, that this
work be conducted regnlarly and systematically, notl in sudden
jerks, and, in the second place, thal responsible cadres por-
sonally undertnke the checkup worlk, instead of leaving it to
minor {functionaries.

Nevertheless, some of our Party organizations fail in the
work of regular guidance and checkup on the Partly organiza-
tions at lower levels and, if they ever conduct any checkup, do
so perfunclorily, entrusting it only to minor {unctionaries. And
in many cases, the verification is not conducted with the in-
tention of helping the Parly organizations at lower levels in
their work and of correcting their defects, but is conducted by
summoning the functionaries of stthordinate bodies to the
higher Party organs in order {o scold and shout at them, and
in order {0 drafl decisions,

We must make it o rule to check up repularly on how the
Party organizations at lower levels earry out the Party's poli-
cies and decisions, and must do away with all formalistic nt-
titudes fowards verifieation, thereby decisively clevating the
level of the verification work of the Party. It is necessary
for this purpose that, from now on, the aims and methods of
the verification bo explained clearly to the Party members who
are sent owt o do it Seolding and penalizing must not be made
a substitute for verifieation, but verification must be conducted
i such a way as to go down 1o the lower Parly orpanizations
to pive them effective assistance in their work and help them
remedy their shortcomings, and as to know, educale and train
the fft{nfttinnarios of the Party orpanizations and Parly members.

I‘h:rd, ‘thc improvement of the style of work of function-
;::i:‘1.‘:0”;3?!?0:'?i:;“:t]'::tpszl:i)b}om. rﬂm‘t' m‘uszt be solved ,withuut fail

T lil!I‘L’thcx':tiic‘;)f 8 (;I'.{f-“.um‘:;mml leacie::sh:l).- *
evidence i o qu’. S(o man 1.,‘ u_* style c?{ work s st:l‘l much m

arty, Some leading Party functionarics poersist
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in the bureaucratic style of worle Instead of going among the
masses to breathe the same air with them, mingle with and
lead them, they conduct their work in the manner of lording it
over the masses, blustering, threatening and browbeating them,
and they app!y Party penalties and dismiss their subordinates
for minor errors or shorteomings in work;, instead of assisting
themm in their work, giving them advice from the Party’s
standpoint, and patiently educating and training them.

And some of the leading Party {unctionaries cannat shake
off their formalistic style of work They deal with sll zffairs
mechanically, without serious study and analysis, only send
down innumerzble decisions and directives without even trou-
bling themselves to know how the matters are dealt with
in the lower bedizs, gloss over matters and stick to formality.
Functicnaries of this type seem to believe that everything will
be all right if they adopt decisions or directives and send them
down, even without organizing actual struggles for winning
victory.

Such a bureaucratic and formalistic style of work is the
most harmful style of work undermining our Party work and
estranging the Party from the masses. We should, therefore,
unfold a persistent strugole decisively to eliminate this style of
work and build up a genuinely popular style of work in the
Party.

We must acquire the work method of explaiming matters to
the masses, not cemmanding thern, of foing deep into the midst
of the masses and knowing their feelings, teaching them and
learning frem them, of making friends and umting 1n a body
with them and then leading them to the attainment of goal

We must also acquire the work style of getting down to
settle each matter after finding a practical and correct solution
for it on the bas:s of a close analysis of its substance, and seeing
the matter through to the end cnce we have tzken it up. In
tzckling all matters, the stress must not be placed on their
super{icial appearances and forms, but our mam effarts should
be directed to delving deep into their essence and bninging
about substzntial results.
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It is a very important part of the Party’s organizalional
leadership to give correct guidance to the mass organizations
of the working people.

Our Party’s consolidation of its ranks, in the final analysis,
has the purpose of victoriously accomplishing the tasks of the
revolution by uniting the broad masses around it and mobi-
lizing their strength. The history of the international working-
class movement shows no instance of victory by a party that
failed to win over the broad masses and was divorced from
them. That is why our Party, since its inception, has paid deep
attention 1o uniting the broad masses around itself by drawing
them into social organizations of various kinds.

Our Party has organized a number of social organizations
such as the trade unions, the Peasants’ Union, the Democratic
Youth League, the Democratic Women’s Union and the Litera-
ture and Arts Federation, thereby uniting millions of organized
masses around itself. These mass organizations have established
their own well-regulated organizational systems, and they have
their branches set up in all districts and production units—
towns, farm villages, factories, enterprises and institutions. The
masses united in them are all under the organizational leader-
ship of both the Party and the social organizations. Qur Party,
by leading all these social organizations, has mobilized the
strength of the broad masses for the democratic reforms and
economic construction and has already achieved great results
in these {asks.

But there are still not a few shortcomings manifested in
the. Party’s leadership of the mass organizations. Meanwhile, the
social organizations have achieved a rapid quantitative growth,
but our ?3rt}"5 influence has not penetrated deep into those
orgamizations and their members have not been won over com-
f}izii}é ;ig;;-‘ anai;is of (?ull* Party: Th’ere are some people among
from our Party’s innff:la orgamzatm-ns who becor}le det‘ac.hed
organizations or cops nce and estai,ahsh contact with rehgxctus

e : under the influence of other parties
which are alien to their class standing.

This is because our Party members working as leading
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functionaries or ordinary members in the social organizations
have so far failed to deal properly with the work of uniting
non-Party masses ideologically and politically around our
Party. Our Party members have not yet become one with the
non-Party people in those organizations, and have failed clear-
ly to explain to them the community of their class interests.

One of the central tasks facing our Party at present, there-
fore, is to umte the social organizations still more closely
around our Party, To this end, it is necessary to send competent
cadres to the social organizations and regularly to educate their
leading functionaries, and the functionaries in these organiza-
tions must go deep among the masses, breathe the same air with
them, pay regard to their interests, solve in good time all the
problems of actual life raised by them, and thus become workers
enjoying prestige and high popularity among the masses. The
leading workers of the social orgamizations must completely
rectify all their wrong style of work—dictating to the masses,
refusing to heed their voices and alienating themselves from
them.

At the same time, our Party members must not tail 1n the
wiake of the masses, but must always maintain the 1dentity and
progressive traits of Party members. All Party members 1n the
social organizations must at all times set an example in uphold-
ing the Party's stand and in devoting themselves to the good of
the country and the people, so that the non-Party people 1n these
orgranizations may become firmly convineed that our Workers'
Party alone is a party thoroughly defending their class interests,
that the Workers' Party alone is a party capable of leading
the Korean people to freedom, happiness and national prosperity
and that the Workers' Party members are indeed their genuine
friends.

One of the most evil consequences of the protracted colontal
rule of Japanese imperialism is that we are short of native
<adres, Qur Party, which has embarked on the building of the
country, feels an acute insufficiency of cadres in all sphercs of
politics, economy and culture, which is a serious obstacle to our
forward movement.
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hesitation is shown in promoting young cadres; and cadres are
selected not according to their fidelity to the Party, the country
and the people and to their practical abilities, but according to
personal considerations, ties of friendship or, worse stil}, to fac-
tional connections. Such wrong tendencies of ignoring Party
principles in personnel management can, in the end, provide op-
portunities for alien elements to worm their way into our state
institutions, and lead to unfajthful and incompetent perszons
holding important posts and neglecting state affairs or makinz
a mess of the work

Party organizations at all levels, therefore, must not tol-
erate the slightest manifestations of lack of Party principlos
and political vigilance in the selection and allocation of eadres,
but must fight uncomprom:singly against such practices. Party
organizations must pay primary attention to the correct imple-
mentaticn of the Party's cadres policy, and thus successfully as-
sure the work of discovering able, new cadres from among the
working class and other sections of the working people snd
boldly appointing them, of teaching inexperienced young cadres
with patience and giving them political training through practi-
cal work, and re-educating the old cadres in the progressive
ideas of new society. For the thoroughgomg implementation of
the Party’s cadres policy, it is necessary to further improve the
work of the Party’s personnel departments and to replemsh
them with new, competent cadres tested in work

3. THE PARTY'S WOLKX OF PROPAGANDA
AND IDCOLCGICAL LCDUCATION

In view of our Party's development into a mass party and
the rapid growth of its ranks following the merger of the
Parties, there has arisen a still greater need for extensive Party
propaganda work and for strengthened educational work t»
<quip the Party members and cadres with Marxist-Leninist
ideology,

The Party's propaganda work and work of Marxist-Leninist
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not pay due attention to propagating the Party's.policies and
raising the ideological and theoretical level of its mem-
bers,

The Jecturers of the provincial Party committees fail to
speak on current political affairs and on Marxist-Leninist
theory on a high level and with full preparation; they are fre-
quently assigned to tasks not associated with the Party's prop-
aganda work. The Party’s libraries have been set up at the
provincial, city and county Party committees in accordance with
a decision of the Party Central Committee, but they are not
utilized well for the Party's propaganda and educational work
and more often than not their doors are képt closed These
facts show that the leading functionaries of the Party actually
do not concentrate on explaining and bringing the Party’s poli-
cies home to its members and the masses and on equipping
them with Marxist-Leninist ideology, but only talk about the
need for doing so This impedes the profress of our Party’s
ideological work,

It is therefore an urgent task for the Party organizations
at all levels to improve and strengthen the Party's work of
propaganda and ideological education work at the earliest
possible date,

By markedly improving the quality of the Party’s organ
and the other Party publications, making better use of all the
propaganda media and running the Party’s education networks
more effectively, we must decisively strengthen the work of
propagating our Party’s stand and policies among the masses
of the people and of equipping the cadres and entire Party
membership with the ideas of all-conquening Marxism-Lenin-
ism. At the same {ime, it is necessary to improve the work of
the central and provincial Party schools, the permanent estah-
lishments of Party cducation, and to extend their terms of
study, so as to train larger numbers of competent Party cadres
who are qualified both politically and 1deologically. And the
role of the lecture sections and the lecturers of the provincial,
city and county Party committees must be enhanced, the lec-
turers must be provided with conditions for raising their theo-
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ness and cultural level of the people and, as a result, the wicked
church elders and pastors find it mnecreasingly difficult to de-
ceive the masses of the people under the cloak of religion.

We must not forget even for a moment that the greater our
victories, the fiercer will be the death struggles of all the trai-
torous reactionary cliques.

In order to smash all sorts of frantic schemes by the reac-
tionaries and guarantee victory in the fierce class struggle, we
must strengthen the Party's propaganda and ideological educa-
tion in every way, firmly equp the entire Party with Marxist-
Leninist ideclogy, greatly heighten the class consciousness and
conscious enthusiasm of the masses of the people

Comrades,

Such, in general, 1s the path our Party has traversed over
the past one year and a half

There have been victories and successes with us and also
there have been defects and errors The Party Central Commut-
tee laid bare and corrected in good time the shortcomungs of
our Party organizations and the errors commited by some
leading Party functionaries, set forth a correct policy and line
of struggle for each period, and carried them out thor-
oughly.

As a result, our Party has made great achievements for
the country and the people during the perrod under review.

In view of the complex situation prevailing in eur country,
our Party has strengthened the people’s power, consolidated the
victories won in the democratic reforms, and accelerated the
rehabilitation and development of the national economy 1n
north Korea, thereby turning it into a steel-strong bulwark
for the reunification, mdependence and democratic develop-
ment of the country. This is a great victory scored by our Parly
and the demaocratic forces of Korea since liberation, and it 1s a
most severe blow to US imperialism which is seeking to colo-
nize Korea again.

Qur great achievements i the period under review have
inspired our Party and people with the firm conviection and
confidence of victory. The path our Party has traversed has
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cleariy shown that there was nothing impossible for it {o per-
form once it chose to, that there was no insurmountable diffi-
culty for the Party and people when they worked in a body.
Our Party members ond the entire people, therefore, have now
acquired the unshakable conviction that they can atfain viclory
by defealing any enemy who might infringe upon the {reedom
and independence of the country and by surmounting any diffi-
cuities lying in the way of their advance.

The path our Party has travelled and the realities in north
Korea have completely belied the imperialists’ slander: “Being
an inferior nation, the Korean people are incapable of governing
the state, and they cannot have a powerful political party.” We
are now legitimately proud that the Korean nation, ranking
among the advanced nations of the whole world, is creditably
administering its country and has a great political party capable
of shaping the destinies of the country and the people.

Our Party and people have thus won a great victory. But we
have not yet sel up a unified Democratic People's Republic, the
carnest desire of the entire Korean people. The U.S. imperialists
are pursuing an aggressive policy designed to split our country
and our nation and to turn Korea into a colony; they are en-
gaged in sinister plots against our Party and the Korean people.
Our Party and our people, however, will never tolerate their
crafty schemes,

Today our Party is entrusted with a great historic mission
by the country and the people. Along with the democratic
forces throughout Korea and with the entire Korean people,
our Party will wage an unyielding struggle to attain without
fail the complete independence and sovereignty of the country
and lead the country and our nation to victory and happiness.

On behalf of the Central Committee of our Party, I call
upon all the Party organizations and members to further
strengthen the Party both organizationally and ideologically in
f)rder to consolidate and carry forward the brilliant victories
It has won in a year and a half since its founding, guarantee

the freedom and independence of the country and safeguard the
hanour of our nation.
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On bzhalf of the Central Commiltee of our Pariy, I call
upen 21l the Party organizations and members to strengthen
the IWationzl Democratic Unifed Front more than ever, to con-
tinuously maintain a tense, mobilized attitude, and to rouse the
entire Party and peapile vigorously to the building of a rich and
strong country and to thez struggle for the overfulfilment of the
1943 national economic plan.

On behalf of the Central Commiftee of our Party, I call
upon all the organizations and members of the Party to sharpen
their revolutionary vigilance to the utmost against the sinister
manoeuvres of the enemy, firmly to unite the broad masses of
the people around our Party and our people’s power and to
mobilize the strength of the entire Party and all the people to
the struggle for the country’s reunification and to the nation-
wide struggle against the U.S. imperialists’ policy for splitting
our nation, by drawing on the valuable experience and lessons
gained in past struggles.

On behalf of the Central Committee of our Party and the
Party Congress, 1 send warm militant greetings and brotherly
encouragement to the Workers’ Party of South Korea and our
kercic cempatriots in south Korea who, for the sake of the
country and the people, are waging a fierce and bloody struggle
against the reactionaries.
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EVERY EFFORT FOR THE CONSOLIDATION
OF THE DEMOCRATIC BASE AND THE
REUNIFICATION AND INDEPENDENCE

OF THE COUNTRY

Concluding Speech Delivered at the Second
Congress of the Workers' Parfy
of North Korea

March 29, 1948

Comrades,
At the Congress many comrades spoke enthusiastically in

<. support of the line and all the policies set forth by the Party

Central Committee. I think the work done by the Central Com-

- mittee of our Party in the period under review was appraised

fully in the speeches of many comrades.

In general, it has been once again clearly confirmed at the
Congress that our Party has grown into a powerful party en-
joying undisputed authority and confidence among the masses
of the people and has triumphantly accomnplished the tasks of
the democratic revolution and achieved tremendous successes
in economic and cultural construction in north Xorea by enlist-
ing the great creative energies of the entire people. This is a
brilliant victory attributable to the fact that the political line
ol the Central Committee of our Party has been correct and
the entire Party membership and all the people, upholding the
fa'.(z:ty's line, have waged a heroic struggle for its implemen-
ation.

Our Party has endeavoured to fulfil the internationalist
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duties devolving on our people as a member of the world demo-
cratic eamp and has turned the situation of Korea, a link in the
chain of world-wide struggles between democracy and anti-
democracy, decisively in favour of democracy. Qur Party has
turned the northern half of the country not only into the demo-
cratic base of the Korean revolution but also into an Eastern
outpost of the world democratic camp, and is defending it
stoutly.

Qur people, no longer an oppressed colonial nation but a
liberated nation, have taken their destinies firmly into their
own hands and are fighting gallantly against the U.S. imperial-
ist policy of colonial enslavement and displaying to the whole
world the brilliant suecesses achieved in the building of a new
life,

The social organizations such as the trade unions, Women's
Union and Pemocratic Youth League have launched into the
international arena, and delegates of our country have already
participated In international conferences many times, where
they have given wide publicity to the achievements of our
nation

From the first days of the Party's foundation, the Party
Central Committee called upon the entire membership and
people to struggle for the establishment of a Democratic Pz2o-
ple's Republic, and has orgamized and mobilized all forces to
lay the political and economic base in north Korea for the
building of a unified, independent and democratic country

Forming a firm umted front with the democratic parties
and social organizations that truly love the country and 1solat-
ing the reactionary forces, the Party 1s exposing and crushing
the aggressive policy of the U S imperialists at every step The
National Democratic United Front of North Korea has united
under 1tself more than 6 millions of orgamzed maszes, and our
Party always plays the central role in 1t. It is an important
guarantee of our victory to correctly carry out the Party’s
uruted front pahicy and thereby umte and mobilize the patriotic
democratic forces of all walks of life to a joint whole-natior
struggle against U.S. imperialism and its stooges.
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The democratic base built in north Korea by our Party is
now playing the decisive part in the liberation struggle of the
Korean people.

The new, free and happy life materialized in north Korea
as a result of the people assuming power and carrying out the
democratic reforms gives boundless encouragement to the peo-
ple in south Korea who are deprived of their rights and sufier
frcm poverty, and graphically shows to all the Korean people
that the path followed by north Korea is right., With the rapid
restoration and development of the national economy in north
Korea, the material basis for complete independence and sov-
ereignly of the country and prosperity of the nation is con-
solidated further still.

In order t{o legally consolidate the successes achieved in
the carrying out of the democratic reforms and the building of
a new life and to clearly indicate the path for the entire Korean
people to follow, we have worked out the draft of the Provi-
sional Constitution of the Democratic People's Republic of Ko-
rea and referred it to the entire people for discussion. To safe-
guard the gains of the revolution won by our people and defend
the interests and peaceful labour of the people, our Party has
built up the people’s security organs solidly and founded the
People's Army.

All these achievements in the revolutionary struggle and
economic construction would be quite inconceivable apart {rom
our Party’s leading role. Our Party has built up its ranks as the
v.anguard fighting detachment of the Korean revolution and
firmly united around itself the millions, and thus has continu-
ously led the Korean people towards victory.

The Party Central Committee has paid deep attention,
above all, to eliminating the ideological virus of {actionalism
fmd loc?al separatism and 1o ensuring the organizational and
ideological unity of the Party.

The Party has accepted into its ranks a large number of
best z}dva.nced elements from among the workers, peasants and
working intellectuals, expelled vacillating petty bourgeois and
good-for-nothings and established strict organizational disci-
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pline in the Party. We have built up the Party organs of zll
levels, from the centre down, with able cadres by training an
army of new cadres and appointing many activists of working
people origin.

In the period under review our Party has done a really
great amount of work and the achieverments of our people are
tremendous. We, however, have taken only the initial steps in
the cause of achieving the complete liberation of our nation
and building a unified, rich and strong country. Qur Party and
people still have many difficulties ahead of them and are con-
fronted with many important tasks.

First of all, the most urgent task is to frustrate the in-
trigues of the U.S. imperinlists to split our country and hold a
reactionary separate election in south Korea. We should mobi-
lize the strength of the entire Party and all the people to the
struggle for the attainment by our people themselves of the in-
dependence and sovereignty and democratic reunification of the
country, free from foreign interference, after making the for-
eign troops withdraw simultaneously from north and south Ko-
rea as proposed by the Soviet Union.

In order to reject and crush up the colonial enslavement
policy of the U.S, impenralists, the democratic base set up 1n
north Korea should be strengthened decisively, We can build a
unified, independent #nd sovereign state of the Korean nation
by our own hends only when the people’s power is further con-
solidated, the democratic forces are rallied still firmer around
our Party and the national economy is rapidly developed in
north Korea,

What 1s important here 1s to raise the level of Party 1deolog-
ical conscicusness and political and practical qualifications of
the leading functionaries of the power organs at all levels from
bureau directors down to ri people’s committee chairmen, so
that they carry out their Party assignments exactly with-
cut fail. The work of educating the high-ranking cadres should
not be neglected on the ground that they hold high positions,
but their Party education should be strengthened so much the
more as they hold high positions.
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economic plan in the branches of edueation, culture and pubiic
health.

Of importance in this connection is that our Party
should conduct its work properly with the intellectuals includ-
ing the teachers, writers, artists and physicians. There are many
people among our intellectuals who still have survivals of old
ideologies of Japanese imperialism, know little about the pecu-
liarities of the history and culture of their own country, and
are poorly informed of the direction in which the progressive
peoples of the world are advancing. We should strengthen the
work with the teachers, writers, artists and physicians and arm
them adequately with lofty ideas of patriotism and scientiiic
Marxist-Leninist world outlook, thus inducing them to devote
all their wisdom and zeal to the development of national culture
and the cause of building the country.

it is an urgent task for us to wage a vigorous struggle a-
gzinst the reactionary thoughts in all frelds. Our country is now
divided in two, north and south, and the U.S, imperialists and
domestic reactionaries are frantically spreading decadent and
pernicious reactionary thoughts in the area south of the 38th
paratlel. Those feliows resort to every possible means to damp-
en the patriotic enthusiasm and revolutionary consciousness
of the Korean people and are at pains to propagate the reaction-
ary thoughts even fo north Korea. We should wage an inten-
sified struggle to prevent those hostile thoughts from exerting
influence on our Party and people and should smash up the
wicked attempt of the enemy to reduce our people once again
into bondage to foreign imperialism and landlords and compra-
dor capitalists.

We should not forget that the overthrown landlords and
comprador capitalists are still nurturing the wild dreams of
restoring the old system, and that their thoughts can exert in-
fluence on some backward sections of our people. As a comrade
said in regard to factionalist thinking, the thoughts of the ex-
propriated landlords, too, will disappear only after they die.
We should understand this clearly and make constant efforts
to eliminate the influence of all reactionary thoughts.
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Mention should also be made of the need to heighten vigi-
lance against the profiteers, wicked church elders and pastors.

None of the workers, peasants and office employees suf-
fered loss in the currency changeover effected in December last
year, Only the profiteers sustained losses and so they are grum-
bling about it. Moreover, their discontent is growing further still
as our state industry and state and consumers’ co-operative
trade are developing every day.

And among the reactionary church elders and pastors there
are few who did not own land and none who did not eat the
bread of idleness, and so they are also discontented with us.
Particularly, the U.S. scoundrels have desperately attempted
for 40 years to spread their ideological influence in the land of
Korea through the means of religion and worked hard to train
and protect reactionary church elders and pastors as the social
foothold for their aggression against Korea. In this connection
there is a tendency among the Christians towards unconditional
worship of America, and the reactionary pastors dislike our
Party which enlightens and politically awakens the people, and
come out against its policies because it becomes more difficult
to attain their ends if our people get awakened.

We should not allow ourselves to feel at rest and relax
because the democratic reforms have come off victorious and
our Party’s line and policies are being carried into effect with
success in north Korea, but should maintain still greater vigi-
lance against the landlords, profiteers, reactionary church
elders and pastors and thoroughly prevent the infiltration of all
hues of reactionary ideologies by explaining and making known
our policies and ideas widely to the Party members and the
masses of the people.
ing il;efgsiiztitter;tion si;ould be directed particularly at preserv-
driven. out tgeo r?; arty ranks. Although we have‘already
Party. we shoulc? - fafanese elemex}ts who :sneaked into the
keep ;ﬂien elements olf1 Llre,-too, continue to ﬁ.ght resolutely to

osiile class and exploiter origins from

sl{pp-:ng in and spreading the influence of reactionary ideologies
within our Party,
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Lastly, I should like to menticn the question of facztions
in the Party. Though this question has been muvch talked about
yesterday and today, T am goirz to say a few more words.

At present there is no big faction in our Party. It wonld
be proper to say that there only remain factionsl elements, who
impede the development of the Party.

In the past no smell number of Korean Cammun.sts oper-
ated in isolation in various areas including Hongwon and Seoul
and, working underground in snall groups owing to the harsh
repression by the Japs, acted each as his cwn Lord as if his
tkeory had been the best 2nd he had been the “Jeader.” It was
impessible to pool their strength, build up a unified revolution-
ary Party and establish normal relations with the Communists
of other countries, because each of them acted 25 the “leader.”
They formed factions such as the A1-L group, the Tuesday group,
the Seoul group, the Com-group, ete, each comprising a few
persons, and were enzressed only in a scramble for power, each
insisting cn the superiority of his own group. This shows that
2t the time the Party had no mass foundaton

The situation, however, is utterly different now. Today our
Party already stands on a solid mass foundaticn and its ranks
are composed of finest, advanced elements of the workers, peas-
ants and working intellectuals fighting in good faith and with
devotion for the country and the revolution and for tha happi-
ness of the people. So, there can be no faction, and there actual-
1y is not and there will not be in the future, too.

Factional elements, however, are still lurking in the Party
and continue underhand mischiefs in this or that corner.

In the first place, they pretend allegiance outwardly and
perpetrate antagonistic acts behind the scenes. This 15 what is
called double-dealing, and O Gi Sop has done a great deal of
mischief of this kind. Although he cannot voice cbjection
when sitting face to face, he whispers and calumniates the Party
behind the scenes. When the Young Communist League was re-
organized into the Democratic Youth League, for instance, we
explained many times that if the Young Communist League
was left alone, there was a fear that a large number of youths
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Mention should also be made of the need to heighten vigi-
lance against the profiteers, wicked church elders and pastors.

None of the workers, peasants and office employees suf-
fered loss in the currency changeover effected in December last
year. Only the profiteers sustained losses and so they are grum-
bling about it. Moreover, their discontent is growing further still
as our state industry and state and consumers’ co-operative
trade are developing every day.

And among the reactionary church elders and pastors there
are few who did not own land and none who did not eat the
bread of idleness, and so they are also discontented with us.
Particularly, the U.S. scoundrels have desperately attempted
for 40 years to spread their ideological influence in the land of
Korea through the means of religion and worked hard to train
and protect reactionary church elders and pastors as the social
foothold for their aggression against Korea. In this connection
there is a tendency among the Christians towards unconditional
worship of America, and the reactionary pastors dislike our
Party which enlightens and politically awakens the people, and
come out against its policies because it becomes more difficult
to attain their ends if our people get awakened.

We should not allow ourselves to feel at rest and relax
because the democratic reforms have come off victorious and
our Party’s line and policies are being carried into effect with
success in north Korea, but should maintain still greater vigi-
lance against the landlords, profiteers, reactionary church
elders and pastors and thoroughly prevent the infiltration of all
hues of reactionary ideologies by explaining and making known
our policies and ideas widely to the Party members and the
masses of the people,
ing iieCIEii?tter;tion should be directed particularly at preserv-
driven (i . tgeo roug Party ranks. Although we have‘already
Party, we shoul ci?ifhfafanese elemer?ts who f:neaked into the
keep ;lien elementz u ur‘%_too, continue to fxfght resolutely to

of hostile class and exploiter origins from

slfpp.ing in and spreading the influence of reactionary ideologies
within our Party,
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Lastly, I should like to mention the question of factions
in the Party. Though this question has been much talked about
yesterday and today, I am going to say a few more words.

At present there is no big faction in our Party. It would
be proper to say that there only remain factional elements, who
impede the development of the Party.

In the past no small number of Korean Communists oper-
ated in isolation in various areas including Hongwon and Seoul
and, working underground in small groups owing to the harsh
repression by the Japs, acted each as his own Lord as if his
theory had been the best and he had been the "leader.” It was
impaossible to pool their strength, build up a unified revolution-
ary Party and establish normal relations with the Communists
of other countries, because each of them acted as the “leader.”
They formed factions such as the M-L group, the Tuesday group,
the Seoul group, the Com-group, etc, each comprising a few
persons, and were engrossed only in a scramble for power, cach
insisting on the superiority of his own group. This shows that
at the time the Party had no mass foundation.

The situation, however, is utterly different now, Today our
Parly already stands on s solid mass foundation and its ranks
are composed of finest, advanced elements of the workers, peas-
ants and working intellectuals fiphting in good faith and with
devotion for the country and the revolution and for the happi-
ness of the people. So, there can be no faction, and there actual-
ly is not and there will not be in the future, too

Factional elements, however, are still Jurking in the Party
and continue underhand mischiefs 1n this or that corner,

In the {irst place, they pretend allegiance outwardly and
perpetrate antagonistic acts behind the scenes. This 1s what 15
called double-dealing, and O Gi1 Sop has done a great deal of
mischief of this kind. Although he cannot voiwce objection
when sitting face to face, he whispers and calumniates the Party
behind the scenes. When the Young Communist League was re-
organized into the Democratic Youth League, for instance, we
explained many times that if the Young Communist League
was left alone, there was a fear that a large number of yrth-
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might be taken away by other parties and religious organiza-
tions, and so it had to be reorganized into a mass organization,
the Democratic Youth League. And O Gi Sop, too, agreed to it
in the end. Nevertheless, he made a speech quite in reverse to
it at Haeju. Also, Chong Dal Hon said when he went down to
South Hamgyong Province that it was decided to retain the
Young Communist League organization in that province alone.

Further, the factional elements draw people to their side
for the sake of kinship, schoolfellowship or for fellow provin-
cial ties and in consideration of these people having belonged to
the same faction or served time in the same prison in the pasf,
and make sly mischiefs by inviting and treating them to a drink
at their homes. These are all dangerous factional courses, We
have already set up Party schools and {urn out thousands of
leading cadres of the Party every year, and when would they
be able to form factions by such an amateurish method? This is
a foolish mischief,

Now that it is impossible for him to make a big faction, it
seems O Gi Sop is seeking to form a small one at least. When
transferred from the Propaganda Bureau to the Labour Burean,
he took along with him so many people whom he trusted. This
Is just the same practice as was followed by such warlords of
China as Wu Pei-fou, Chang Tso-lin and Han Fu-chu. But no
matter how craftily he may make mischief like this, the Party
sees clearly through it as the “devil-finding mirror” penetrates
the “ghost.”

- ‘AII these tendencies can be regarded as deriving from in-
dmflual careerism. By the nature of things, at the botiom of
factionalism lies the wrong idea of individual careerism. This
i:sogrr:tf;tzi;za;zi;iea idm_plying 'fha.lt one (?oes not truly love :his
for the Party and i{l:e is nolt \\jxlhng to ﬁgl.at with full devotion
looks only after his ownr?v'? e Dty quite OI'.I the corftrary,
only to himself. The tre I’? o anq seelks Lo give promm.ence
too: is a produc.:t of india .lge ?f e 'Sop' on (e trade umors
publish a theoretical tre;;i;;aecareerls't Jdea.a. If he wanted 10
to have submitted it to the Parllitg'lgsgons l}ke hat, he . uen

al Committee for advice at
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least. O Gi Sop, however, plagiarized a treatise written by Lenin
in the period of NEP and published it under his own name. It
is clear to all that what was applicable to Russia at the time
cannot fit in squarely with Korea today. Yet, O Gi Sop pretends
to know while he knows nothing, and makes no scruple to do
anything to make himself conspicuous,

O Gi Sop, Chong Dal Hon and Choe Yong Dal did not criti-
cize themselves well but made empty speeches at the meeting.
O Gi Sop bites at others by saying, “Why do you torment me
only without criticizing people like Comrade Mu Jong?" This
attitude is also wrong. Anyone is liable to commit errors in
work, and so it is important to seriously reflect on his errors
and t{ry not to repeat similar mistakes.

When we were going to institute the Organizing Commut-
tee, O Gi Sop had no objection at first, supposing that he would
head it, but when another person became the head, he began
opposing it. Chong Dal Hon said that he had turned against
those who had come from abroad and supported the “centre”
in Seoul. In reality, however, he objected to the establishment
of the Organizing Committee because he could not form a *'cen-
tre” consisting of people from South Hamgyong Province. But
at the time I left them as they were in charge of important
duties from the standpoint that 1t did not matter who should
hold the posts if only they performed their work properly

In the first few months after the establishment of the
Organizing Committee, too, the alien and speculative elemenis
who had sneaked into the Party perpetrated subversive activi-
ties and the factionalisis kept making mischiefs, and not a few
responsible cadres were turning theiwr eyes only towards Seoul,
and so the Party could not perform ils functions satisfactorily.
We, therefore, called the Third Enlarged Executive Committee
Meeting of the Organizing Committee and took resolute organ-
izational steps.

The errors committed by O Gi Sop since the foundation
of the Party are very grave and his acts deserve expulsion from
the Party, But if only he repents thoroughly of his errors and
makes a resolve never to repeat similar acts, I think we can
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deal with him leniently, at least in consideration of the fact
that he fought against Japanese imperialism once before.

The defect of Choe Yong Dal is that he has no class awaken-~
ing at all and does not respect the Party. And he often perpe-
trated the act of making friends with pro-Japanese elements,
had an antipathy to expelling them and is brazen-faced enough
to propose at the People’s Assembly that a scoundrel who had
been a member of the “Concordia Association” be elected judge
of the Supreme Court. The self-criticism he has made today
has no content at all. As a matter of course, vigilance should
be heightened against individuals like him. If there exists the
slightest vacillation or arises ideological disunity within our
Party, the reactionaries will immediately try to trade on it

To conclude, we should wage a determined struggle to
ensure iron discipline in the Party and the unity of the Korean
communist movement and should bind the factionalists hand
and foot so as to prevent them from making mischiefs freely.
Anyone, whether a bureau director or no matter what post he
holds, should be duly criticized and severely criticize himself
whenever he has done harm to the Party and the revolution in
word or in deed, however trifling it may be.

Another thing I want to refer to is the question of guid-
ance of the social organizations. Not a few organizations of our
Party now fail to exert adequate Party influence on the mem-
bers of the social organizations and overlook the phenomenon
that those members join parties alien to their own classes. To
take an example, it is a serious fact that poor peasants in the
remote mountain regions are joining the Chongu Party, although
they have no ground whatever to join another party from the
class point of view. This is proof that our Party organizations
are weak in their work with the masses and the political activi-
ties of mfr Party members among the masses fall short of the
mark. It is hecessary above all 1o reinforce the ranks of cadres
t::d:?: Sﬁz:lig bzr;(;iz-mizations. Po‘litical}y-ternpered, competent

¢ ispatched to the social organizations instead

of send%ng those cadres who have been punished in the Party
for having committed errors of this or that kind.
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Comrades,

This time we have held a Congress of tremendous impor-
tance in the history of our Party and our people. The resolu-
tions adopted at the Party Congress will make a great contribu-
tion to further strengthening our Party and leading the Korean
people to a new, great victory in future,

I am convinced that the Party organizations at all levels
and the comrades who have attended this Congress as delegates
and the entire Party membership will splendidly fulfil the his-
torical mission devolving on our Party in the struggle for the
reunification and independence of the country and the prosper-
ity of the nation by upholding the resolutions of the Party and
vigorously striving for their implementation together with the
masses of the people,
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THE POLITICAL PROGRAMME OF THE
GOVERNMENT OF THE DEMOCRATIC
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF KOREA

Polifical Programme Announced at the First Session
of the Supreme People's Assembly of the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
September 10, 1948

Deputies to the Supreme People’s Assembly,

Our nation, liberated from the Japanese imperialist yoke
of colonial rule, waited impatiently for the earliest possible
establishment of a unified democratic central government in
our country and for the building of an independent state ca-
pable of holding its own as a full-fledged member of the world
democratic camp,

But the traitors to the nation in south Korea under the
manipulation of the U.S. imperialists have sabotaged the deci-
sion of the Moscow Three Foreign Ministers Conference on
the Korean question and turned south Korea into a land of
lawlessness where the reactionary elements are on the ram-
page. Cr}1e11y Suppressing all the democratic, patriotic forces
I conspiracy with the U.S. imperialists, those traitors estab-
lished a separate puppet government at last and are crying for
the prolonged stationing of U.S. troops. The U.S, imperialists
a.nd their lackeys are desperately seeking to perpetuate the divi-
sion of our nation, keep our territory partitioned in two forever
and turn south Korea into g complete U.S. colony.

Under these circumstances, the Government of the Demo-



The Political Programme of the Government of the DP.RK. 271

cratic People’s Republic of Korea, a unified central government
of Korea set up by the general wishes of the people in north
and south Korea, will strive to carry out the following tasks
with the object of achieving the complete reunification of the
country and building a rich and strong, independent and sov-
ereign democratic state:

First, the Government of the Republic will unite the entire
Korean people firmly around itself and mobilize them to the
struggle for the reunification of the country and will make
every effort to carry into effect the proposal of the Soviet Gov-
ernment on the simultaneous withdrawal of the Soviet and U.S.
armies which is the prerequisite for territorial integrity and
national reunification,

Second, the Government of the Republic will take all
necessary measures to clear the political, economic and culfural
life in our country of the evi] effects of Japanese impenalist
rule and will punish by the laws of the Republie the pro-Japa-
nese elements and traitors to the nation who betrayed the in-
terests of the Korean people and actively collaborated with the
Japanese imperialists,

The Government will wage a resolute struggle against the
remnants of the servile spirit left over by the Japanese imper:-
alists and against the traitors to the nation who manoceuvre to
sell out our country again as a colony of foreign umperialism,
and will thoroughly expose and crush all the attempts of the
enemies to demolish the democratic system established 1n north
Korea and the results of the economic and cultural construction.

Third, the Government of the Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea wnll declare null and void all the laws made by the
Japanese imperialists 1n the past and all the anti-democratic,
anti-popular ordinances of the puppet government.

The Government of the Republic will further consolidate
and develop the democratic reforms such as the agrarian re-
form, nationalization of industries, the Labour Law and the
Law on Equality of the Sexes enforced in north Korea and will
strive for their introduction on an all-Korea scale.

Fourth, the Government of the Republic, with a view to
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building Korea into a rich, strong, independent and democratic
state, will rid our economy of its colonial dependence, oppose
the economic enslavement policy of the foreign imperialists,
and build an independent national economy capable of steadily
improving the well-being of the Korean people and assuring
independence and prosperity for our country.

The Government will work out a unified national economic
plan so as to make a rational use of all the resources of the
country in the interests of the people and will actively develop
the national economy and culture according to that plan.

For the successful carrying out of this task, the Govern-
ment will take the following measures:

(1) The metallurgical industry, machine-building industry,
chemical industry, ship-building industry, light industry, fish-
ing industry, etc., will be actively developed in order to abolish
the colonial distortion of industry, lay the basis of an inde-
pendent national economy and meet in full the country’s needs
for manufactured goods, and the railway, motor and shipping
transport services will be developed to satisfactorily ensure
transportation.

The Government of the Republic will see that the factories
now in operation work to full capacity, rehabilitate all the fac-
tories not yet restored and build a number of new factories.

With the object of rapidly expanding the production of
consumer goods for the people, the Government will actively
develop the textile, leather, shoe-making and other light indus-
trial branches, and, especially, will give generous assistance to
t?"e co-operative enterprises and encourage the creative initia-

tive of the private enterprises in this field.

_(2) While consolidating the results of the agrarian reform
ca'rned out in north Korea, the Government of the Republic
will on this basis vigorously develop farm production and stock-
breeding. ’

) In developing agriculture the Government will encourage
In every way the creative initiative of the peasants, render them
every possible state assistance such as supplying an adequate
amount of fertilizer and farm implements and taking measures
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for the improvement of the methods of farming, and will give
active guidance to their farming.

The arable land and the sown area will be extended to in-
crease grain output. Especially for the purpose of extending
the paddies and increasing rice yields, the Government will
vigorously carry on irrigation projects with state funds and, on
the other hand, will encourage and help the farmers in their
voluntary irrigation works.

The Government will enlarge the area sown to cotton and
develop sericulture in order to meet the demands of the people
for textiles, and will also develop forestry to satisfy the re-
quirements of the national economy for timber.

(3) To supply the people with sufficient necessaries of life,
the Government will pursue a policy of ensuring commodity
circulation smoothly between town and country and of reduc-
ing prices systematically,

The state and the consumers’ co-operative trade will be de-
veloped rapidly by setting up state and consumers’ co-operative
stores widely in towns and farm villages, and private trade, too,
will be encouraged to supply the people with necessaries.

The Government will actively expand exports by tapping
the resources of the country to the full and steadily increasing
production and, at the same time, import machinery, equipment
and other goods essential for the economic development of the
country and the people’s life.

Fifth, the Government will direct great efforts to the de-
velopment of education, culture and public health services, In
the domain of education the school networks will be largely
extended to enrol the children now out of school to the greatest
possible extent and raise the rate of admission into the junior
and senior middle schools, and will introduce compulsory pri-
mary education in 1950,

It is impossible to build an independent state without able
native cadres to work in all domains of politics, economy and
culture, It is, therefore, one of the most important tasks con-
fronting the Government of the Republic to train in a g way
native cadres who are needed in all fields of state building
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tions, as an equal member of the world democratic camp, with
various freedom-loving countries that respect the liberty and
independence of our nation and approach us on an equal
footing.

The revival of Japanese imperialism is a menace to the
independence of our nation and so the imperialist countries that
are attempting to revive Japan as an imperialist aggressive
state will all be considered enemies of our nation.”

The Government of the Republic will strongly demand the
implementation of the decision of the Potsdam Conference on
liquidating the forces of Japanese militarism and democratizing
Japan,

Eighth, the Government will strengthen the People’s Army
in every respect to defend the territory of the country against
the foreign forces of aggression and safeguard the achievements
of the democratic reforms already scored in north Korea.



IDEOLOGICAL EDUCATION OF THE
YOUTH IS THE BASIC TASK OF
THE DEMOCRATIC YOUTH
LEAGUE ORGANIZATIONS

Speech Delivered at the Third Congress of the
Democratic Youth League of North Korea
November 13, 1948

Dear comrades,

I warmly congratulate all the democratic youths and the
delegates present at this Congress who have performed great
feats in the struggle for building an independent and demo-
cratic state after liberation,

And I join you in sending congratulations and encourage-
ment to the entire patriotic youth in south Korea who are con-
tinuously waging a heroic struggle for the freedom and inde-
pendence of the country against the reactionary forces at home
and abroad,

I also extend warm congratulations to the Young Com-
munists of the Soviet Union and other democratic youth all over

ﬂ.le world who are fighting for world peace and the democratic
rights and liberties of the youth.

Dear comrade delegates,

The Third Congress of the Democratic Youth League of
North Korea is convened at a momentous time when our peo-
ple have achieved a historic victory in their struggle for freedom
and independence. Some time ago the Democratic People's
Republic of Korea was founded, which the entire Korean people
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had been impatiently looking forward to, and now our country -
has established diplomatic and economic relations with the
Soviet Union and democratic states of the world such as Poland,
Czechoslovakia, Romania and the People’s Republic of Mongolia,
and entered the international arena as an independent state
capable of holding its own.

The selfless struggle of our democratic youth went a long
way towards this great victory won by our people. Since its
foundation up till the present Congress, the Demacratic Youth
League of North Korea has waged a heroic struggle for the
reunification and independence of the country and its demoe-
ratization, for the building of an independent national economy
and the efflorescence and development of national cuiture, and
has achieved immense successes. In the course of this struggle
the Democratic Youth League has further grown and strength-
ened organizationally and ideologically and has been temperad
and seasoned.

In scoring these brilliant successes, you have performed
great feats for the country and the peaple and laid a solid basis
for winning a yet greater victory in the future.

I will not go into details of the successes you have achieved.
1 should like to take this opportunity of briefing you on what
you should do for the future of the country and the people and
what to do to perform still greater feats.

Comrades,

The achievements and successes we have scored for the
sake of the country and the people till now, no matter how great,
are only a flower bud which is yet to come out gaily and bril-
liantly, only the initial step in the work we have to carry out.
We are confronted with more difficult and complex tasks yet.

Today we are living in an era of great prosperity in the his-
tory of our country and nalion; we are entrusted with the
honourable task of paving the way to the eternal prospenty of
our country and a happier future of our people. The future
destinies of our country and nation depend on our struggle. We
are immensely happy that we are born in this age and take part
in such a glorious struggle,
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To enjoy this honour and happiness to the full, however, we
have to successfully discharge our historical mission, bravely
surmounting all difficuliies.

If we, who are in the most stern period in the history of our
nation, fail to work out the destinies of the country and nation
in the right way, we shall bring about great misfortunes not only
for our own generation but also for our posterity and commit a
crime indelible for all time. If we carve out the destinies of the
country and nation correctly at this solemn juncture, we shall
provide happiness to all generations to come and our exploits
will shine forever in the history of the country.

Comrades,

We have now entered a new stage in the struggle for the
reunification and independence of the country and its democ-
ratization.

According fo the general will of the people in north and
south Korea, the Supreme People's Assembly of Korea has been
elected as our highest organ of state power, the Democratic Peo-
ple’s Republic of Korea proclaimed and the central government
of the Republic set up. The Soviet Government, which always
respects the liberties and rights of the peoples of other countries,
has decided, at the request of the Supreme People’s Assembly of
Korea, to withdraw its troops from our country by the end of
this year. The Soviet troops are now returning to their country.

Today when a lawful centiral government enjoying the sup-
port of the entire Korean people has been set up in our country

and the Soviet troops are withdrawing from our territory, there
can be no conditions and excuses whatsoever for only the U.G.
trpops to remain in south Korea. If the U.S. troops do not
withdraw from south Korea but continue to stay there, it reveals
more clear-ly that the U.S, imperialists are manoeuvring to med-
dle 1’n our internal affairs and to realize their aggressive designs
on Korea. The Korean people will never tolerate such U.S. policy
of aggression,
} Tl}e U.S. imperialists say in their propaganda that they are
worried” about a “civil war” and “disorder,” as if they were
concerned for the Koreans. But the fact that the absolute ma-
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jority of the north and south Korean people took part in the
general elections of August 25 and established their central gov-
ernment, has positively proved that there will be no disorder or
confusion even when the foreign troops withdraw from our land.

If the Americans were really “worried"” about a “civil war”
and ‘‘disorder,” they should quit our territory at the earliest pos-
sible date, It is known to the peoples all over the world that a
state of disorder and confusion has now been created precisely in
south Korea under the domination of the U.S. imperialists. Of
late, extreme confusion and disorder prevail in south Korea,
and a large-scale mutiny broke out in the puppet army, too. This
testifies to the fact that so long as the U.8. troops are stationed
in south Korea and the pro-Japanese elements and traitors to
the nation lord it over there, disorder and confusion are inevita-
ble, The responsibility for the grave situation created in south
Korea rests entirely with the presence of U.S. troops there and
the reactionary rule of the pro-Japanese elements and traitors
to the nation.

The situation in our country is complex still now, and we
have an enormous amount of work in hand. The foundation of
the Republic and the establishment of the central government
are no more than the initial victory in the struggle for the com-
plete independence and sovereignty of our country and its ter-
ritorial integrity.

We cannot forget even for a moment the fact that the reac-
tionary puppet government in south Korea made up of pro-
Japanese elements and traitors to the nation is sslling out the
country and the people to the foreign aggressors end driving the
people in south Korea into a dire distress. It shoz!d be borne in
mind that the conditions of our struggle for ti> reumification
and independence of the country will becoma == difficult and
complex after the withdrawal of the Sovi=t ©==¢rs from our
country.

In this situation the Democratic Yo Z==r> should unite
the entire youth firmly in its ranks and S22 —are vigorously
for the reunification and independence of == srmtry.

Comnrades, the basic tasks confrontmz <= Demaeratic Yo
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League of North Korea are, first, to firmly equip the youth po-
litically and ideologically.

To equip the youth polifically and ideologically means
educating them in the spirit of loving the country and the peo-
ple and arming them with scientifically-motivated advanced
thoughts and theory.

The young people are the future masters of our country.
It can be said that the future of any nation depends largely on
how its youth are educated, trained and equipped. The education
of the young people, therefore, posed one of the most important
problems for all nations in all ages.

The protracted Japanese imperialist rule exercised evil
effects upon the development of our youth. To work our youth
at will as their servants, the Japanese imperialists implanted
servile spirit in them and prevented their ideological and cul-
tural development.

But we are now living in a new society, and our young
people have a happy future and broad vistas of development
opened up before them. We are now provided with all conditions
for educating and bringing up our -young people, who were
denied the opportunity of education and were humiliated in the
past, into learned and cultured men of a new type.

To rear our youth into fully qualified masters of the new
era, we should, first of all, eradicate the survivals of -Japanese
imperialism from their minds and educale them in the spirit of
love for the country and the people. We should thoroughly con-
Vince the youth that they should fight not for any privileged
class but for their country and people, exerting all their talents
and energies.

To this end, we should arm the youth with advanced
1h9ughts and theory, namely, Marxism-Leninism. We should
bru?g the youth to know the laws of development of human
sociely, to study and assimilate the valuable fighting experi-
-ences of the world people and the best things in the treasure
house of world civilization, and should see that they study the

ptast ax;d present of our country and the history of our people’s
struggle,
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Second, the Democratic Youth League should educate the
youth through labour and construction, through the struggle
with difficulties.

The publication of many scientific books for the youth and
theiv school education alone are not enough to arm them with
advanced scientific theories. Books and schools only give knowl-
edge to the youth and provide them with conditions for shaping
the progressive world outlook. If the knowledgd of the youth
obtained from books and at school is to become a powerful weap-
on in transforming both nature and society, it should be linked
with actual life and they should be tempered 1n the practical
struggle for the country and the people Only when the youth
are educated through labour and the practical struggle, there-
fore, will they be able to vahiantly march forward while success-
fully overcoming whatever difficulty and storm they might
encounter in the struggle for the country and the people.

The organizations of the League should induce the young
people to play the role of a shock brigade in economic construe-
tion and educate them to become a model for the working people
through their devotion and creative initiative.

Qur young people should love labour, think it the greatest
honour to work and consider 1t a shame to loaf and live 1dle. No
matter what kind of labour we may engage in, it is all an hon-
ourable job to build our country and carve out our destinies for
ourselves, It is only in the course of labour that we can becomae
true builders of a new society and qualified persons. The or-
ganizations of the League should wage an unyielding struggle
against the degenerate and backward idea of hating to work
and seeking to live at the expense of others’ labour, which re-
mains in the minds of some young people.

Third, it is important to educate our youth in the spirit of
hating the enemy and fighting against him without compromise.

The U.S imperialists who are now cccupymg the southern
half of our country resort to every conceivable intrigue and
machination to turn our country into a colony.

They are trying madly to rearm Japanese imperialism, the
sworn enemy of our nation, and even to draw it into the strug-

-
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gle against our people. It is by no means an accident that the
pro-Japanese elements and traitors to the nation installed in the
south Korean puppet government are seeking to conclude the
so-called “ROK-Japan agreements.” .

We should widely acquaint the youth with how the Japanese
imperialists exploited and oppressed our nation and what cruel
atrocities they perpetrated to exterminate it, and should bring
the youth to heighten vigilance against the manoeuvrings they
are carrying on today to invade our country again in league with
other aggressive forces.

We should educate the youth in the spirit of defending the
state and fighting with all devotion for the sake of the country
and the nation so that our nation may not suffer again its pain-
ful history of colonial slavery.

We have enemies not only external but also internal. Those
who lived in opulence by squeezing the people—the landlords
expropriated from their land, pro-Japanese elements, traitors to
the nation, ete.—are plotting to overthrow our people’s power
and wreck our democratic construction if only an opportunity
arises, in conspiracy with the external aggressive forces. We
should therefore see to it that the youth maintain a close vigi-
lsnce against the enemy, and should educate them to discern the
enemy, detect, expose and crush him.

Self-complacence and indclence are most harmful to us.
We should always remember that we are waging an acute strug-
gle against a heinous enemy.

Over the three years since liberation, we have kept advanc-
ing in triumph and achieved great successes in democratic con-
struction. So, soms comrades, carried away by the victory, think,
“Everything is plain sailing,” and reckon as if our enemies have
all been wiped out and everything would proceed of iis own
accord without a hiteh once an eniry is made of it in a decision.

This is a very dangerous tendency. Such indolence and seli-
complacence blind the people in the siruggle against the enemy
and paralyze their enmity and vigilance against the foe.

There is no ground to become self-conceited on account
of the Democratic Youth League having grown into a power-
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ful mass organization with a membership of over 1,300,000.
The history of all countries and all ages provides us with many
instances where a powerful army which brags of its invincibility
is taken unawares and perishes as it, carried away by a vie-
tory, makes light of its enemy and neglects preparations for
action,

It is very dangerous to be caught unawares. When one fails
to be in constant readiness and is taken by surprise, he loses
his head and is thrown into confusion, and may be defeated be-
fore he can employ his force properly. It is therefore important
to heighten vigilance against the enemy at all times, maintain
oneself in readiness to crush any attack of the enemy, keep a
sharp watch on every movem