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Rally to the Defence of 
Our Red Flag Flying in Peru! 

Two years ago, after having already received a dramatic blow 
with the capture of Chairman Gonzalo, the Communist Party of 
Per;u ~aw the eruption of a major two-line struggle within its 
ranks. A line arose calling for peace negotiations with the US­
backed Fujimori regime and for abandoning the People's War 
led by the PGP. This fine based itself on claims that the interna­
tional conditions for re~olution today are bleak, and that the dif­
ficulties posed by the capture of Chairman Gonzalo ~d changes 
in the situation in Peru are unsolvable. This Right Opportunist 
Line is an attempt to · re-route the revolution in Peru onto the 
well-travelled dead-end path ofreformism and capitulation. The 
attention of the world's revolutionaries has been focussed on 
this two-line struggle, which raises basic questiqns on the as­
sessment of the current situation in Peru and internationally, of 
~he capacity of the Party to maintain and advance the People's 
War, and of the very process by which revolution will advance 
through twists and turns to achieve final victory.. The major docu­
ments of this struggle are gathered here so as to help turn this . 
battle into a great school of revolution and to render the greatest 
support possible to the PCP and the People's War it is continuing 
to lead, as part of the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement's 
worldwide campaign to "Rally to the Defence of Our Red Flag 
Flying in Peru!" 
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China: In the wake of the 
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Maoist conclusion that Castro 
failed to carry out agrarian 
revolution and rupture with 
imperialism -Part 1. 
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of the US imperialists' so­
called war on drugs, and how 
this covers for its counter­
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In the wake of the Collap... 
of Revisionism in the East, 
a fresh look at what is meant 
by socialism, with important 
reprints from Mao and the 
Chinese Communists, 
commentaries by RIM 
organizations, first-hand 
accounts. \ 
Speech by PCP Chairman 
Gonzalo: On the 40th 
Anniversary of the Chinese 
Revolution. 
Cuba: Part 2 of Notes on the 
Political Economy of Cuba . 
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The .. worldwide imperialist 
off~nsive proclaiming the 
"death of communism" saw 
the.outbreak of a fierce two­
line $truggle within RIM. 
Here Bob Avakian, Chairman 
of the RCP,USA, affirms the 
right of the proletariat and 
oppressed masses to rise.up 
in revolution, wielding 
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism, 
in Democracy: More than 
Ever We Can and Must Do 
Better than That. A polemic 
against a social-democratic 
revision of Marxism by K 
Venu of the former Commu­
nist Party of.India (ML), 
entitled On Proletarian 
Democracy. 
Peru: Peoples War Reaches 
Strategic Equilibrium -
Cpmmunism Marches 
Forward in Peru. Latest 
developments in the · 
revolutionary war. ' 

Current and most back issues available. 
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This issue focuses on Peru, 
-and pauicularly on the 

·' _.campaign to· Move Heaven 
iuid Earth to Defend the 
'Life of Chairman GonZalo 
(Dr-Abimael Guzman); '"' 
captured by the US:-backed 
Fujimori regime in Sept 
1992, inclugipg,_repof!s ~Qd 
analysis from th,e Int~ma­
tional':Emerge'ncy: Ci,llil-· . . 
paign. Also included is the 
lengthy Interview with 
Chairman Gonzalo in 
1988, in which he- addresses 
a range of political and 
ideological questions - · 
.C?Oncerning the People's 
War, Maoism ·and the fight 
for world proletarian . 
revolution. Also a report on 
the fierce resistance to 
another prison ·massacre in 
Canto Grande, aq~ ~xcerpts 
from a 1991 PCP 'Central -
Committee docultle.nt, Build . 
the Seizure of Power· · · 
Amidst Peoples War .. 
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This issue features coverage 
of the "Celebrate the Mao 
Centenary!~ campaign 
carried out by revolutionaries 
worldwide. It includes a 
pathbreaking new survey 
from a Maoist viewpoint of 
the life of one of the main 
leaders of the Cultural 
Revolution, Chiang Ching: 
The Revolutionary Ambi­
tions of a "Communist 
Leader. 
Chairman Gonza.Io: Reprint 
of a talk by C~~nrian · · 
Goll1.8lo in conjunction with 
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the rectification campaign in 
-· 1991, addressing questions of 
philosophy, the Cultur.al 

: Revolutian, and the situation 
in Peru·~ "the· world and in the 
PtP ... 
IEC: A ~port from the 
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A major new document from 
. RIM, as the Movement takes 

, '-:a·leap forward by adopting 
MLM as its ideology: Long 

' Live Marxiim-LeniniSm-
.. Maoisml_Also RIM's 

analysis On the World -
. Situation. 
. Medco: rJie ChiapaS · · 
Peasant Uprising: A C~/l to 
Arms/ Analysis of the -

· uprising, along with a 
- substantial look at the 

1>9litical ec<momy of the 
Mexican countryside: 

- Agrarian Revolution and 
Semi-feudalism. 
Peru: Further excerpts from 
the PCP CC document Build 
the Seizufe of Power Amidst 
Peoples War, an~g the 
prospects for the development 
of the revolution, along with 
reports from the campaign to 
defend th~. life of Chainnan 
Gonzalo, and how imperial­
ism plunders Peru. 
South Africa: Changing of 
the Guard in South Africa. 
Deals with questions raised 
by the recent political 

.. changes there;1and p0ses the 
Maoist alJemative of New 
Democratic Revolution. 

For details contact: Juan L6pez Perez, Apdo. 21-098. Coyoacan, 04021 Mexic,o, D.F. Mexico . 
.• OTHEALANGU~EEDITIONS~ '" ',._.·· · · ·. - . 

Most issues of A World to Win are available in Farsi and Turkis~. ~~lected articles available in Arabic, Italian,. French and Gennan. 

A WORLD TO WIN 

Afr mail, institution and trade 
rates available upon request. 
Please send your name, postal 
address, cheque and the issue 
number with which to begin 
your subscription, to one of 
the following addresses: 

. ,, . ( ., 

For SoU111: · AalAll subscriptions, 
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nmnber Aic 214, pp 364005 . 
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subscriptions, write to: A WorJq 
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c/o Revolution Books, 9 West 
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The Declaration of the Revolutionary Internationalist 
Movement and Long Live Marxism-Leninism-Maoism! 

Signatories of the Declaration of the Revolutionary Internationalist 
Movement and Participating Organizations in RIM 

Ceylon Communist Party (Maoist) 

Communist Party of Afghanistan 

Communist Party of Bangladesh (Marxist-Leninist) [BSD(ML)] 

Communist Party of Peru 

Con1munist Party of Turkey/Marxist-Leninist [TKP/ML] 

Haitian Revolutionary Internationalist Group 

Marxist-Leninist Communist Organization of Tunisia 

Nepal Communist Party (Mashal) 

Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist) 

Proletarian Party of Purba Bangla (PBSP) [Bangladesh] 

RedWorker Communist Organization [Italy] 

Revolutionary Communist Group of Colombia 

Revolutionary Communist Party USA 

Union of Communists of Iran (Sarbedaran) 

In addition to the above list of those whose participation in the Movement has been publicly 
announced by the Committee, a number of other organizations work closely with the Movement 
to advance its cause and build and strengthen vanguard communist organizations. 

The Central Reorganization Committee, Communist Party of India (Marxist-Leninist) has 
dissloved itself. RIM still includes in it MLM forces from India who are struggling to regroup. 

The Declaration of the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement has been printed in over 20 lan­
guages: Arabic, Bengali, Chinese, Creole, Danish, English (2 editions, Indian and US), Farsi, French, 
German, Gujarati, Hindi, Italian, Japanese, Kannada, Kurdish, Malayalam, Nep~lese, Punjabi, 
Spanish ( 4 editions - Colombian, Peruvian, Spanish and US), Tamil, Turkish. 
And Long Live Marxism-Leninism-Maoism! is also available in many of the above languages . 

. . Order From: BCM RIM, WClN 3XX, London, U.K. 
Declaration -£2.00 Long Live MIM - £1.00 plus £1.0Q postage 
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A World to Win has been inspired by the formation of the 
Revolutionary lnternationali~t Movement, announced on 
March 12th, 1984. which has regrouped many Marxist-Leninist­
Maoist parties and organizations from around the world. It is 
not an official organ of RIM. Its pages are open to all those 
on the same side of the barricades in the fight against impe-
rialism and reaction. 

STEP FORWARD! 
A World to Win cannot accomplish its tasks without the ac-
t ive support of its readers. Letters. articles and criticism are 
needed and welcome. Manuscripts sbould be typed dou­
ble spaced. In addition we need translators, help with distri­
bution (including through commercial channels) to make this 
magazine available in as many countries as possible, art work 
(as well as clippings and original photos). and financial con­
tributions from those who understand the importance.of the 
continued publication of this magazine. This includes both 
individual contributions and the efforts of those who under­
take the responsibility for raising funds for this magazine. Send 
pledges and donation cheques made out to "A World to 
Win". 

Send all correspondence and other materials to: 

"A World to Win 
27 Old Gloucester Street 
London WC1 N 3XX. U.K. 
Fax: (44) (17t) 831 9489 Ref: W6787 
Faxes MUST include the reference number. 
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Once, as he grew older, Karl Marx 
reflected on his lifetime in the revolu­
tionary movement, and remarked that 
the battles he had fought a gainst op­
portunists at close quarters had almost 
been as consuming as the overall 
struggle against the bourgeoisie itself. 
Indeed, since the founding of Marx­
ism, the battle against the ideology of 
the bourgeoisie inside th~ revolution­
ary movement has been an insepara­
ble part of fighting to continue to ad­
vance along the revolutionary road. 

It is not surprising then that, only 
a few issues after A WTW focused on 
the struggle against K Venu revision-

ism in India, this edition of th.e jour- . 
nal is devoted exclusively to the two­
line struggle that erupted within the 
Communist Party of Peru. From Oc­
tober 1993, the first aiiniversary of the 
capture of PCP Chairman Gonzalo, 
when Peruvian President Fujimori 
announced that there had been a call 
from within the PCP for peace nego­
tiations, a great deal of the attention 
oftre world's revolutionaries has been 
centred on the struggle within the PCP. 
The main documents in this two-line 
struggle are gaThered here, so that the 
struggle waged so far and the under­
standing aocumulated can be put at the 

service of AWTW readers, and this 
two-line struggle can become a great 
school of revolution. 

This two-line struggle will have 
important consequences not only on 
the People's War raging in Peru to­
day, but also on the entire world revo­
lutionary movement. This reflects the 
fact that the People's War there is the 
most important revolutionary struggle 
going on in the world today. Its out­
come cannot help but profoundly af­
fect the fight to prepare for and launch 
People's Wars elsewhere. The most 
basic reason this is true, however, is 
that the challenge mounted by the 

Carry the Two-Line Struggle 

The major two-line struggles of the CUiturai Revolution became an enormous school where the masses 
grappled with the questions of state and society and further prepared themselves to be masters of society. 



Right Opportunist Line against the 
PCP and the People's War is an as­
sault on Marxism-Leninism-Maoism 
itself, which has been the line guid­
ing the People's War from its begin­
ning. It concentrates questions that are 
key not only for the immediate battle 
to maintain and advance the People's 
War in Peru, but also for all those who 
seek revolution anywhere in the world. 

As Mao Tsetung summed up, ' the 
struggle and opposition of different 
ideas is a constant feature of the revo­
lutionary movement. He pointed out 
that this reflects the contradictions be­
tween classes and between the new and 

the old in society. An important text­
book of the Chinese Communist Party 
written under Mao's leadership stated 
that, "Class struggle in society inevi­
tably bas its reflection inside the Party, 
and this appears in a concentrated fash­
ion in the form of the two-line struggle 
within the Party- this is also an objec­
tive law. The reason why there can be 
no doubt that class struggle in society 
has its reflection in the Party is that 
our Party does not live in a vacuum, 
but in a society in which classes exist, 
and it is possible for bourgeois ideol­
ogy, the force of old habits and inter­
national revisionist trends of thought 
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to affect and poison our Party organ­
ism.... The ten major two-line strug­
gles which our Party has gone through 
in the course of its 50 year history have 
all been r.eflections inside,the Party of 
the class struggle on the national and 
international levels .. .. " 

Two-line struggle between Marx­
ism-Leninism-Maoism and revision­
ism is thus not something that can be 
prevented if the party leaders' policies 
are "good enough". It is not something 
that can be \vished away, any more 
than can the need for People's War it­
self. It is an inevitable feature of the 
class struggle. While two-line strug-

Through to the End! 

ABOVE LEFT: Peasants criticize Un Piao who wanted to reverse the revolution. ABOVE RIGHT: utilizing big­
character posters to criticize the tevisionlst Deng Xiaoping. 
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gle is sometimes-at a low tide, at other vital points- that are part of the core 
times it breaks out into a high tide and understanding of Maoists today, in­
can sweep away the revclutionary eluding the possibility of ~nstructing 
party, as a revisionist. headquarters a socialist society in a single country 
emerges to fight to overthrow the revo- if necessary,. the tWo-stage character 
lutionary line and leadership of the of the revolution in the oppressed 
party. But if the party and its leader- countries, and many others. 
ship meet the challenge, waging this _ The understanding we have today 
two-line struggle can lead to leaps for- of two-line struggle was dev~loped by 
ward in the revolutionary process. Mao .Tsetung, .as a key part of his de­
Meeting such tests of strength is .part velopment. of Mandsm-Leninism to a 
of the process Marx described as the new, third and higher stage, Marxism­
proletariat making itself fit to rule. Leninism-Maoism. It was in the caul-

All this is amply borne out by the · dr-on of the Cultural Revolution in 
experience of the world proletarian China that . this understanding was 
revolution. At the time of the First In- forged, and the greatest two-line strug­
temational, Marx fought the anarchist gle ever waged Here in the introduc­
Proudhon, helping pave the way for tion to this issue, it'is only possible to 
the Paris Commune and developing touch briefly on the GPCR. • Mao not 
principles that would later help Lenin only analyzed the nature of the two­
lay the foundations of a new type of line struggle in the paity, as indicated 
revolutionary party. But Lenin's above, he also showed that the masses 
breakthrough on the communist party themselves in their millions were ca­
only came about in the course of his pable of taking up and resolving the 
own fierce two-line struggle against cardinal political and ideological ques­
t he reformist politics of the tions facing a society. The revolution­
Mensheviks. At the time, this seemed my headquarters in the party led the 
to be an obscure struggle in a smail workers and peasants to continue the 
member party of the Second Intema- ··revolution under the dictatorship of the 
tional. Yet the leaps Lenin led the proletariat and to beat back the efforts 

.- Bolsheviks in making - encapsulated of the new t,c>urgeoisie to restore capi­
~ in the pathbreaking work, What Is To talism, as had happened in the USSR t Be Done? - were key for preparing They led the masses to engage in mass 
.... the party to wage armed insurrection debates on issues of state, the organi­
! and civil war a few years later. zation of work and society, even ques­
~ Another momentous struggle tions of philosophy, science and the e erupted with the outbreak of World arts. In every sphere, struggle was 
Q War 1 ·and the wave of capitulation waged to uproot the revisionist line and 
~ that swept over the 2nd International. put revolutionary politics in command 
o Here too Lenin and the Bolsheviks The bourgeoisie and their scholars 
~ seemed to be a small party of thou- and revisionist underlings have often 
~ sands criticizing the leaders of the tried to slander the Cultural Revolu-

more established millio.ns-strong So- tion as a power struggle between 
cial Democratic Parties in Western cliques at the top of the CCP. Accord­
Europe, who said there was no choice ing to this view, the masses in the 
but to "defend the fatherland". Yet the GPCR were cynically manipulated by 
revolutionary internationalist line the Mao and the revolutionaries. This same 
Bolsheviks fought for was indispen- line of attack, that the GPCR was noth­
sable to leading the masses. of Russia ing but a bourgeois power struggle at 
against their own ruijng class in the the top ranks of t!te party, is echoed by 
October Revolution which followed so-called communist critics as well. 
shortly thereafter. , This was a hallmark of Albanian Party 

Spnie were . surprised when such of Labour leader Enver Hoxha 's attack 
struggle erupted even after the revo- on Mao after the latter's death and the 
lutionaries had seized power: once the reversal of proletarian rule in China. 
old exploiters have been overthrown, Some others, who did not agree with 
what basis is there for inner party Hoxha 's reactionaiy conclusions .that 
struggle, they reasoned. Yet, for ex- Mao was a "nationalist", a "populist", 
ample, Stalin's struggle against and so on, still tended to share some of 
Trotsq was decisive for whether the Hoxha'smethodofthinking,especially 
Bolsheviks would go forward to build · 
socialism in the USSR, over Trotsky's 
protest that this was impossible. Out ·A wrw 198617, special issue on Mao and 
of this struggle emerged a number of the GPCR is available upon request. 

his inability to grasp the real nature of 
the two-line struggle in China. They 
speculated out loud about why Mao did 
not simply dismiss the revisionists in 
the Party by. administrative m~thods 
and be done with them. 

Mao gave. a remarke1:ble -j.nterview· 
in 1967 to the Albanian rrtjli~ del-: 
egation: "Mao answered the. pelega­
tion's question, 'What do you believe 
is the goal of the Great Cultural Revo­
lution?' [Voices respond, 'to struggle 
against the capitalist roaders within 
the party'.] Mao said: .... 

"Struggling against the capitalist 
roaders is the principal task, but in no 
way is it the goal. The goal is to re­
solve the problem of world outlook; it 
is the question of pulling up the roots 
of revisionism. 

"The Central Committee· has em­
phasized many times that the masses 
must educate and liberate themselves, 
the world view cannot be imposed 
upon them. To transform ideology it 
is necessary that external causes work 
through internal causes, although 
these latter are principal. What would 
:victory, in the Cultural Revolution be 
if it did not transform world outlook? 
If·the world view is not transformed 
the 2000 capitalist roaders of today 
will become 4000 the next time." 
(This entire article is reprinted in A 
World to Win, 1985/1.) 

Thus for Mao waging two-l~ne 
struggle was intimately connected not 
only to the immediate objective of 
overthrowing the revisionists who 
were seeking to take China back down 
the capitalist road (as ultimately hap­
pened, after ~o's death), but also to 
the ~ore sweeping battle to dig up the 
roots of bourgeois ideology itself. 

One of the features of the two-line 
struggle in the PCP has been the heavy 
involvement of the enemy police ap­
paratus. It was Fujimori himself who 
announced the initial call for peace 
accords, and claimed that this call 1 

originated from Chairman Gonzalo -
yet Fujimori has continued to hold 
Comrade1 Gonzalo in complete isola­
tion. The involvement of the direct 
hand of tJte enemy in such struggles 
is not, however, unusual, and does not 
change the point that challenges on 
key quest~ons ofline at important junc­
tures in the class struggle cannot go 
unmet, if\ the party is determined to 
persevere 1 on the revolutionary road. 
Indeed, waging the two-line struggle 
on key questions of line is one of the 
most important ways that the enemy's 



efforts at manipulation and its ma­
noeuvring room can be minimized. 

The documents in this issue of 
AWTW are gathered here for the pur­
pose of canying out the two-line strug­
gle, in order, as the PCP CC urges, "to 
raise the struggle to the level of line". 
In this way, people around the world 
can more fully take part in criticizing, 
repudiating and defeating the. Right 
Opportunist Line (ROL-L0D in 
Spanish). This is not only an impor­
tant task for those in Peru. There are 
many political questions involved that 
are matters of life and death for the 
world revolution3fY movement as a 
whole. In the process of fully and en­
ergetically taking up this two-line 
struggle, the whole Movement can and 
must come to a deeper and richer un­
derstanding of Marxist-Lefli:nist-Mao­
ist principles, particularly of the laws 
of People's War. 

Shortly after Fujimori announced 
the call for a peace accord, the PCP 
CC issued a statement of its intention 
to carry forward with the People's War 
(page 18). In February 1994, it issued 
a more in-depth clarification of its 
stand (page 20), calling for the strug­
gle to be raised to the level of line, 
explaining its decision to denounce the 
peace negotiations trend as a Right 
Opportunist Line and pointing to an­
tecedents to this line in the Party's 
own history. 

In December 1993, meanwhile, 
.. RIM affirmed its ongoing support of 

the People's War with an important 
resolution, adopted at the same time 
as the historic document, Long Live 
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism! This ex­
pres5ed RIM's basic orientation of 
support for pursuing the People's War 
until victory (see AWTW 1995/20),, 
On this basis, the parties and organi­
zations in RIM and revolutionaries 
around the world undertook a cam­
paign of intense study and investiga-

\_.·.':;:. ti on of the two-line struggle, a few of 
, : . the documents of which are reprinted 
'·.: '·.f"rere. In March 1995, as a result of 

this. process, the RIM Committee is­
sued a historic statement: "Rally to 
the Defence of Our Red Flag Flying 
in Peru!" (page 11). This Call makes 
important summations of the study 
and investigation carried out and con­
cludes that there is no basis for peace 
negotiations of any kind today in 
Peru; it repudiates the Right Oppor­
tunist Line, affirms RIM's uncondi­
tional support for the PCP CC, and 
calls on the world revolutionary 
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movement to intensify support for the sonous weeds" of Deng Xiaoping and 
People's War. mobilized the masses to criticize them. 

One important part of the process ·Mao was fond of the old saying that 
engaged in by RIM was the sumrna- you can't raise strong plants in a hot­
tion of the experience of the Interna- house. In this spirit, Aw:I'W is making 
tional Communist Movement in ban- available the "poisonous weeds" from 
dling key turning points in past revo- the Right Opportunist Line, so that 
lutionary struggles. The document readers can themselves wrestle with the 
"Let the Lessons of the Past Fire the arguments put forward in them, criti­
Way Forward" (p 23), which was djs- cize them in light of the major docu­
tributed internally to RIM parties and ments provided here, and strengthen 
organizations, applies :MLM to doing their own understanding. 
just this. It focuses particularly on the The situation with the People's 
experience of the Bolshevik's negotia- War is brought up to date in regard to 
tions with the German imperialists at the two-line struggle with an article 
Brest-Litovsk in 1918, the negotia- (page 34) that traces developments 
tions led by Mao Tsetung with Chiang prior to the capture of Chairman 
Kaishek at Chungking in 1946, and Gonzalo, and how the PCP has dealt 
the experience of the Long March in with the "bend in the road" this cap-
1935. The point was not merely to sum tore represented and the outbreak of 
up past experience on negotiations, but the two-line struggle, so as to carry 
also to understand the principles on on the People's War today. This is ac­
which revolutionaries have conducted companied by a brief up-date on the 
negotiations with the enemy (as Mao battle to defend the life of Chairman 
says, negotiations "must not damag~ Gonzalo. This battle has reached an 
the fundamental interests of the peo important juncture with Fujimori's 
pie") and to consider how revolution recent public declaration that Chair-
ary leaders have dealt-·with turning man Gonzalo will die in prison 
points in other ways as well. "within three years". 

The Union of Communists of Iran Some may be daunted by the task 
(Sarbedaran) wrote a seminal docu- of going deeply into the line struggle ~ 
ment refuting the major paper prepared involVed here to dissect the incorrect ~ 
by the Right Opportunist Line, called views of the peace negotiations line O 
Asumir, focusing above all on the dy- and thoroughly uproot them. But mak- ;!! 
namics of the People's War itself (page ing revolution is not like sailing a boat tJ 
28). The UIC dcx.i.unent polemicizes on a calm lake - it must be steered o 
against the ROL point that the "Peo- through stormy waters. No revolution ~ 
pie's War can only be maintained"; it - neither in Russia nor China - has :;e 
elaborates on the points that any efforts ever been made without waging such .... 
to negotiate away the basic interests of battles. Revolutionaries do not fear or ~ 
the people, including the people's army regret the inevitable outbreak of strug- ~ 
and the base areas, would amount to gle with the enemy forces - ideologi- ~ 
capitulation; and it deals with the ques- cally, politically or in any other sphere. 
tion of renewing leadership after de- It is only by facing-uplo their respon­
capitation efforts by the enemy and sibilities to find the ways of leading 
counters the argument that the objec- . ~e masses in such battles that they· 
tive situation, internationally and in will strengthen their muscles and ad­
Peru, makes it i~ible to pursue the vance their understanding, so that they 
People's War. The UIC document rep- will one day be in a position to lead 
resents a thorough and far-reaching the masses forward to destroy the old 
refutation of the ROL,. and provides a world and build a new one. 
strong foundation for further study of This· issue of A World to Win is 
the questions raised. . dedicated to the communist revolu-

There is a long-established tradi- tionaries of Peru, who have persevered 
tion in the ICM. of making available on the path of leading the people of 
"poisonous weeds" to the broad revo- that country forward to this new world, 
lutionary movement. This traditio:µ was despite tile torture chambers and geno­
carried out on a large scale by Mao cide of the enemy, and despite the at­
Tsetung and.~ Chinese revolutionar- tacks launched on their revolutionary 
ies, for example, when they reprinted line by former members of their own 
and distributed the documents by ranks. The journal will also serve the 
K.hrushchev·and the Soviet revision- international campaign of RIM to 
ists, and later in the Cultural ~lu- . "Rally to the Defence of Our Red Flag 
tion, when they distnbuted the "poi- Flying In Peru t" • 





Rally, to the 
Defence of Our 
Red Flag 
Flying in Peru! 
- A Call by the Committee of the Revolutionary 
Internationalist Movement to Step Up Support for the 
Communist Party of Peru and the People's War 

28 March 1995 
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For fourteen years the Communist Party of Peru, a participating party of the Revo­
lutionary Internationalist Movement, has led broad masses to rise up in arms, 
defy the rule of the reactionary classes and their imperialist overlords, and wrest > 

· political power, bit by bit, for the proletariat and the Peruvian people as part of ~ 
the whole world proletarian revolution. Those who yearn for an end to exploita- ~ 
tion and oppression the world over have correctly seen this People's War as a o 
beacon pointing the direction forward and as living proof of the truth, vitality o 
and power of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism, especially when wielded by a van- ~ 
guard proletarian party and taken up by growing numbers of masses transform- .... 
ing it into a tremendous material force. :0 

~ 
These great accomplishments of the revolutionary people of Peru, achievements ~ 
wrenched from the enemy through fierce struggle and great sacrifice and blood -
of the communist fighters , workers ~d peasants of·Peru, are under attack, not 
only from the savage efforts of the reactionary regime aided by international im­
perialism, but also from a line which emerged from within the PCP itself calling 
for the abandonment of the People's War. 

We call upon the Marxist-Leninist-Maoist parties and organizations, class con­
scious proletarians and all revolutionary fighters to close ranks with the Revolu­
tionary Internationalist Movement and urgently step up their activities in sup­
port of the People's War in Peru, to fight against the erroneous line, defend the 
revolution in Peru from all attack~, and support the Central Committee of the 
PCP, which has been leading ' the People's War, and to even better fulfill our 
proletarian internaiionalist tasks. 

The great advances and the contributions of this People's War and of the PCP to 
the world revolution struck telling blows at ,the reactionary ruling class in Peru 
and its imperialist mast~rs, in particular the Yankee imperialists. 
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The enemies reacted by intensifying their counterinsurgency against the Peo­
ple's War and their repression ·or the masses of Peru. They carried this .out in 
genocidal dimensions - in massacres, as well as "disappearances", of masses in 
the countryside and. the Cities and mass mu~ders of imprisoned revolutionary 
fighters. Still, the People's War continued t.o advance, and by the early part of 
this decade the imperialists and reactionaries began to speak openly o(the dan- · 
ger, for thein, of this Maoist People's War actually winning complete victory and 
seizing.nationwide power in Peru. Reacting according to their nature, the impe­
rialists and the ruling classes in Peru, workin·g through the Fujimotj. regime; car­
ried out ~~oup representing a further concentration of reactionary state power in 
the hands of the executive and the armed fQrbes. They stepped up the repression 
of the masses and their revolutionary leadership, as well as the exploitation of 
the workers and peasants in general. This took concentrated form in the attempt 
to decapitate the leadership of the PCP and the People'~ .. War. In September of 
1992, this led to the capture of Chairman Gonzalo, the main leader of the PCP. A 
number of other important leaders qf the PCP have also been captured and/or 
killed in the last several years. Chairman Gonzalo, in his historic and inspiring 
24 September 1992 speech from the cage in which the Fujimori regime had 
presented him to the world media;1 declared that his capture was but "a bend in 
the road" in the revolutionary struggle and that the People's War must continue 
until final victory, in the interests of the masses in Peru and in the service of the 
world proletarian revolution. He spoke to the importance of devel()ping Maf?cist­
Leni~ist-Maoist parties around the world, ~lied particular a~ention to the .. role 

.... of RIM, and emphasized the prospect .and the need for ~oism to be the ~om-
~ mander and guide of a gathering wave of world.revolution. · ,, ... 

~ Despite this bend in the road, the People's War continued·. Reaffirming the Par­
! ty's basis of unity and reinforced by Chairman Gonzalo's speech, the Communist 
:t. Party of Peru, led by its Central Committee, with firmness in principle and flex­
~ ibility in tactics; beat back the enemies' efforts to crush the revolution, and de­
~ veloped the People's'War under these new conditions, maintaining the Party, the 
~ People's Liberation Army and the core of the base areas. Internationally, Rilvf 
~ launched a worldwide campaign to Defend .the Life of Chairman Gonzalo which 

mobilized tens of thousands of revolutionaries and progressives on all co~ti- · 
nents, whose actions struck at the Fujimori regime and its U.S. masters and gave 
heart to the struggling people of Peru. 

It was in this context that, one year later, a call was issued for negotiations to 
"reach a peace accord to put an end to thirteen years of People's War", which the 
Fujimori regime attributed to Chairman Gonzalo. The Central Committee of the 
PCP pledged to carry forWard the war ~d denounced the regime for fabricating 
a hoax. 1 A group of people hi~torically associated with the PCP, centred mainly · · 
in the priscms but finding at least some support from PCP members and sympa- · ' 
thizers outside of prison and abroad, call~ upon the whole Party to "(ight for a 
peace accord". It thus quickly became appareQ,t that a crucial two-line struggle 
had erupted within the PCP, focusing on the question of a pea~e accord but in­
volving a whole series of questions facing the revolution in Peru and the world. 
This initial evaluation was further reinforced by the appearance of documents 
with alarming arguments that went against basic Marxist-Leninist-Maoist prin­
ciples and against established positions ofRIM.2 

JI 



Since the communist movement is al\vays an· international ·mowement, the 'out­
break of the two-line struggle affecting the most important struggle i_n the world 
t(:l4ay could npt ~elp ~ut haye;serious i,mpHcations for~ This i.s all the more 
~e sin,c~. the P~P h.~· Aon~6ut~d grea~ly-to the~ pqlitiefi~ and iqeolp~i~ dexel-: 
opme~t o~RIM itself: especially m, the recently culminated struggle to apopt and 
unite around Mantjsm-Lenini$~-Maoism. Indeed, this tWo-:line· struggle repre-: 
~ents the most ~mportant s.tni~le that our Movement had faced ~itice ~~ forma­
tion in 198.~. A line sµuggle,~wltose ~esolutfon qof only deter:mines the future 
c;levelo-pmeiit of the revolution in_:p~nir bu~ has great ~9nsequ~nce$ for RlM and 
the whole international communist movement. . . . . .. ' 

, ' l I ~ • • • - • ' ' • ' • ' ,.-

In these circumstances, it was incumbent upon .RIM not ·only to· continue its 
support for the Peo·ple's War in Peru but also to join this two...11,ine struggle: to 
undertake the .necessary investigation, study, discussion and. struggle to achieve 
a correct and comprehensive·understanding of all the questions involved and on 
that basis tender the most powerful support to the Marxist.;.Leninist-Maoist line 
and ·the comrades carrying it forward in Peru. . - 1 -· 

' • ~ • f If , ,. . • .. • ' • ' • · 

Marxism-Leninism~Maoism had ·to be applied. to
1 

the que5#ons involved jn the 
struggle. This included a study of the history 'of n~gotiations in the international 
colnmunist movement - both positive and ·negative examples -· . as wen· a8 ,a 
study of ways other than negotiations through which the communist movement 
has responded to important twists and turns in the revolutionary struggle. ld1as 
been necessary to deeply study and apply the basic Marxist-Leninist-Maoistprin­
ciples of people's war. On this basi~, the Committee of RIM (CoRIM) estab- ::., 
lished the two basic criteria for evaluating the cail for a peace accord: ~ 

Do the proposed negotiations1servethe task of seizing political power tbnugh ~ 
revolutionary warfare, regardless of what stages or turns this·warfare may ~ 
go througli, .or are tbey alme.d at returning to the p~war .~ituation of 1980 "" 
-. a protracted 'peri~d in w~ich no ~volutionary a~m~d struggle existed? § 

. ' -·'>' . . c: 
While certam compromises· m·ay pro¥e to be necessary, .~o the proposed ne- i 
gotiations safeguard· the "fundamental ipterests of the ·people" .referred· to by ~ 
Mao; that is;lthe essential 'tore of. pe-ople's power and the revolutionary anD"ed .... 
. forces?3 

With these two criteria in mind,' a many-sided investigation was· undertaken; go­
ing ·as thoroughly as possible into a number 'af questions: . . .'.' 

. the objective ~i~tiori in.l>etu ~n ti).~ c~ntext of the ~~rid ~ituation; 
I \ ~) ' ' • • • • ' /_) ' '• ~ ' • "." • ' 

-. : ·.the ~.~engths an~~~., .... ~s.~. P~.th. ,,e ~o .. ~~>ntend.jn~. :fo~c .. ~}n Peru. vian. soci~ 
~ty: th~. m~ses arid 1theif re~Qlut1qnary stru~'~ ~u1g_1ts ~-gh~st .f~rm ~.the 

. People's War.led by ~e PCP; <m the one·sjd~;.and tb=e ·''three mountains'; 9f 
. imperialisrq,' £eudali.sm ~d bureaucrat ~italism ~ow ruli~g throu~b th~ 
Fujimo# .regi~e, o~ the, 9~er~ 

-. _th~ dev~IQJ?ments and struag~e within. .the ~CP itself; . 

~ the actual tole and position ef Chaihnan Gonzalo in ·relation to the·caH fat. .a 
1 

peace .accord~ as well as :bis -conditions of confinement and treatment at the · 
hands oftheFujimori regime;· 
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- .. .-: the content and purpose·of the call and the negotiated settlement which is its 

stated goal. '· " -~ . . 

This investigation has aimed at .determining whether any pro-rtegotiations po~·l­
tio~. even. if it. should involv~ some ·kind 'i>f temporary 'and partial retreat by the 
revolutionary' forces and perhaps even some kind of fonnal agreement with the 
other side, would not give up ~11 the hard-wort gains of the People's War, wo'uld 
not disband th~ people's army and woufd not give up aii the· b~e areas of'the 
People's. War,, .. even if certain areas had to be .. puiled b~c1' from temporarily. In 
short, to see if such a po1ition wouldL not 1abaiidon tlie revolutiC>nary road 'but 
would be part of carrying forward tfie :People's war· overa11: through necessaiY 
twists ~d turns. It has·been necessary to evaluate-both the subjective and.obj~c~ 
tive asp,ects c;>fihis_question: what ltBs been the intent of thos~ promoting th~ call 
for negoti~tio~; and does this. Call in any case correspond to the objectiv~ situa­
tion, tO the Deeds Of the Dl8SSes .and. the feVO)UtiOnary Struggle &t this point, a11d f I 

is there any basis - in. terms of the freedom and necessity of the revolutionary 
camp on the one hand and the reactionary camp on the other.- for achieving a 
peace accord that would not repres~nt abandoµing the revolutionary road and 
compromising away .the fundalnen~ intet~tS of the people? · . · ·-1 

' 
1 

l '. f • - •-:.. •' • • ~ ; ' -- 'I • .• 

Of.:great importance has been learning and understanding more deeply the 
position and analysis of .the. .<;entral Committee1 of the, PCP on the questions 
involved. l... . ~ 

.. __ .-·• 

. CONCLUSIONS: 
1r;,. 

~ 
~ g: 
~ Through this process the Committee of the Revolutionary lp.temationalist Move~ I ment has reached the following conCiusions: 

2 t. Obj~~tively and irrespective of the intentions of those who are a·rguing/or it,· 
9 the cilll for negoiiaii<iks to reach a pliace accord and the argliments, or 
! rationalizations,. put forward in defence and elaboration of this ca/11 .. do not rep~ 
!: resent. a necessary ,and justified--oomptomi&e but .rather a compromist: of the 
< fandamental interests of the people and ~n abandonment of the Peoples Wat 

and the revolutionary road. 

2. The specific terms proposed for a peace·aecordi the "eleven point pi:oposal", 
would lead to the disarming of the' People's Liberation Anny and to ,the disman~ 
tling of the Base Areas, effectively abandoning the fruits of the revoiution and 
leaving the mass~s at the mercy oft&(, teactiOilary 'claSses and' their anneci torbes.4 

3. The atgumentation, ot nttionaUzations·, put fOrwatd rt( cletetie~ anci in ehtHdi'a­
tion of this ca.ii ~~ ~gumenu~•gainsi tlie vety. possib:idfy of m~fiitaifling and 
catrying through tt5 victoty tbtfPeopf e;s Wm· iti Pe'tti. 'fHese «tguitlenfSl~ g6 against 
the fundamental ieadihigs ofMa:txistti~tetiiffisrii~Mat>'ism on th~ need a:nci pos­
sibility fot the protracted people's war to dev~1op and' seize poHtical power. s 

1

4. in a fundamentai sen8e, tevohdionaty vvaffate ieci by ilie jjtoietatiat once em­

oatiked. · ~ .. port, .. ~.1iSt continue unti.1 o~e o.f _th_:_·_e_ .~o __ oppo$ing sid_e_s ~~·-been_ de­
feated. It eannot be turned an and off at will asa.mtre jjress1:Jre taeti.c1rto aclueve 
cone~sions from the reactionaty state. The means and goats ofMatxisi-Leninist-
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MaoistforceS are fundamentally different thanthose·of.the ~e ofothetcla'SSe8,I 
~.Of···even. :when'.SU ... -C~ Warfar. _ e is-~~posedl .. 0 the r~cti~natystale, itd.-"o.es- not·?-11~ 
cannot a1Jn for the .very destruction of ·that reactionary ~state and· the estabhshoio 
ni~nt of the rule·.ofithe·rilasses. J : !:· , .·.. ·0i;_;---· .; .. , . . . .· . . . : .. 

-, .:, ·r ·"~.i\J:; i_ •.• ·.• ·;,-. ,~·: .. ·')r:: :rjq r. , d i.'. i. . »: ,<.."'" . . , •I· .. 

The.twists ~d H;I~~ ,of tQ~ revoJu~t?nary ~~~l~!'-~e. ~~ffl~!~~--~1r~~~~s ~d w~­
ne~~~ !lf %e~ ,OPI?~~~~~- ~ps,)p,h~~es, .tn t11e. opJ--~C~~Y~; ~1~t1.~~ ,an_d so forth 
sometimes make it nece$~for,~'?Rununi~_ts ~9 wa1c~.s~b~~ti~l 1~~justme~ts ip 
their strategy and tactics, including·retreats as well as advances. Tu some cases, 
the8e n~cessafy adjustmentS haV'e taken military expressions •-such as the Long 
Mai-ch led by· Mao in the oourse of the ~hinese :Revolution. At other-times,. com~ 
muilists" do not: reject negotiations ot even, teaching possible .agreements with 
reactionary ruling classes as tactics which. may berpossible ·and necessary as a 
result of concrete developments in the revolutionary struggle and in the contekt 
qf~~~rrect revo_~u~on~ strat~gy an.d persp~~v~.:~-:L .. . ,,, 

However, in the-· actual circumstances and given the relation of class forces at 
this stage· irt-Peru, 'there isjfrom the·standpoint of th~ proletilriat, no need for 
artil ino c<ifredt >btisisfo¥i1egotititions -l~ading Jo the end1 ~f the· People -~~war.: 
There is-' no· basis~~ in :rerins of the :freedom and necessity of the ·revolutionary 
piimpron the· on~ hand.and l~e rea~tiondijl 1cath/i on the1other-· for· achieving-a 
ipeabe :accord that would not represent: abandoning the revolutionary' road and 
co.promising away :the fandamenlal- interestsl of the·~ople. Under these cir­
cumstances,. the only. kind of peace accord wh'ich cwould be accepted :JJyrthe 
Fttjimori i-egime -~:and· more·gerferalfy·by 1the :roiing classes irt Pero and lheir ~: 
imperialist masters~ 'is an· agreemenl ro entllhe war on ii basis that 'coulil not ~: 
bel)~jit but.w.ou!d. /:14rm the re~l!lutionary process in Peru. Therefore,-:a propDcsal 2· 
for p~rjce. ~~~orfls tq. end thtt ~~'.°.could_ ()~fy ·/~<!d ~o OPP,p~iifsl!' and mus~ be. S 
combatied . . ·.. . .. , . ' .. · .. < .. _. ··- .. ~: 

i ! 1 • ~ • .• n. . ·- .... ,"=._ . I ... () . _.• 1. ,~- .:.,~. • '-ti . ~ 5~. The; present intematibnal situa.ti~n· is not marked:'by a-period of world peace· i; 
aiia· the settling·· of conflictS. ~Peace-agreements ·sucli as :that reache<f:in-"Pitlestine 

~ refleci: tlie imperiaHsts' eff'orts'to incorpoijte· non-proletifrian:forces (such~·«a~ -o. 
tionalistS ~arid revisionists) '8S'gendarmes of u.s~ ·imp·eri~lism's' self-pmulaimed ~: 
"new world order". These types of peace accords· ·are-.a:frected against the masses. .... 
~n~i.n~ r~v~.~u~i~~~ ~~~e l~ .~~ ~.~t\;Lep~~js~~~~~~~~, w,hich rel?f~~, 
s~nts tfte fun~ental ,•ntefests of th~.J~roletanat and «ie oppressed pe9pl~s, will 
C~Q~inue:'() ~~\VtcioUsly O~posed by ~otlQ}lllJ~~fi~ll_s~ ~d reaction. . 

Tlie·currerifw6tld sitU&tion~ ·d~pite contradictory-features, is favourable for the 
initiatirti developing and advantirtg of the revohiti~naryarmed~struggle for power: 
the-collapse ofthe'Soviet tJni6ni'(and·With"i~·tlte ~tblet-).is·the ool'lapse of·a 
reactiortaey social•imperialist\)ower,/~ $fetit'enemy of the:World proletarian revo­
lutien,.and- does not mean the ipeople .must stop ·:or· stispehd :their revolutionary 
struggle. · · ' ·' · · ~·- ·' ; -. 

6~· The reaoti()nity Perilviah ~tate tept~"ntS imperialism~ feudalisnfiand bureau~ 
crat capitalism·ttrthat cc.luntry•ahd is a tooloflts Yanke~ overlords. Th~'~eadf40n·· 
ary.·stattf.has'-ho .fofl'g-\eRn -soli'tion to the ·cnsisjt ils facing '.and can brtl~ otret 
more ~expt·oitation, oppression and mis~fy. t<f the masses of people. Only New· 
Dtmocratio Revolution and· th<fsubseqoent advance to ·saC'ia11snrGiin ~sa\ie" i>em·.:~ 
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· 1~ Chairman .Gonzalo rernain.s._in_extreme~~mditio~9f conflQeroe~t at the ha~ds 
., of the ·reactionary regime, denied ~ontact: .. with1 l~:wyers, ·k~pt itt1isolatipn,_ r~fus~ 
the~visits. of five distinguished international delegations·and--.placed ,qpon· what 
the regime boaSts is an "information diet". The Fuji_mori·r~giipe-is_nQ~Qriousifor 

. its murder, lies, manipulations_ and physical and psychological abuse of prison­
ers <>rwar~ Underthese cii'c~tarice;'; dfte ciinnot 8:tcept fodirect Ahdunverifi~ble 
communi~tioils attribtited:ftfC'1alrman GriiWito ~as· repres1enlAtl·~~--6'f his think-
ing, and the fight mus{(~i>ntirtue for 8.n end to his~isofatfolc . '. i.\f'f' :.· .~Jin· 

". · . · , I j ." • , _'.. .' ) , '. r( : : J I .'. '· . '.'. '_. ; I . J :~ 1 • • '- I •,} 

It. is clear;-that tbe negotiatlo.ns line runs. @trary,.to.the basic: lip~ of .tbe PCP 
whichhas led.the People~s War forward.8Pd which~ forged underthe, lea<J.~r­
ship·of Chairman Gonz.alo. Jt: is· im.po~t to cQnti.nue tQ!.tty to detennine, Ch~ir~ 
man GQpz.al(i)'s current vie\.vs: J:he keyiquesjion,, how~ven·:is the· line, n<>.tjts 
author. . ·, .... : .~ ·: . . . · : .. ·.::. , . d'. 

r : ~ '. . ,' • - . , • ·- '·• .' - • -~ • .-.. "' , ii , r • . , ' .. , -

Chairman Gonzalo's tremendous· contributions fa 'Cfevelopmg the PCP's 'line .. for 
the~eruvianJ"evolution hav~ taken place. in the course of concentrating th~. expe­
rience and knowledge· of the· whole Party. and leadiq.g it· (oi;ward :~~.part of the. 

, in~tional communist movement. .-The ·MaQCist-L~ninist~M~oi$Hin~ forg~d 
by-the-PCP under the leadership of Chaim»m Gonulo j~ both-~- product of the 

1 struggleo(themasses in their millions an.d; 1inturn,·~ ~er~napi~. tlte,m~~es 
to tak~ histoor i11tQ their own ~ds an~t inm$fmm the w9rld, lt}$. pi:eci~~ly.*1ti_si 
process_of"fro.m.the ~ses,to the masses" and tbe ~arty'~ c'1ai11 ~fknowledge-. 
bas_ed.-on its system of d~oCf8.tic centralistl) that the regime is severing through 

... the is<Hation -of Chainnan_ GQmalo. This ~s 1t~i~r .reason·why the b~ttle.to gain i access to him must be carried through m a ~ctorieus conclusion, · , .. :i 
~ s~ The ¢~RIM' salutes the Central Confutfttee oftlte'coinmtinist party· of Peru I for.its.fitm:, Vigoufous aiid correct opposition to-.the right opportuni~t'Hne,·\.v~ich 

would bring defeat to the People's War in .,eru and a serious setback for 'tlte 
2 whole inteawional: ~mm~$t ~oveme_nt rhe Central .Committee. has boldly 
21 $Dd CO\lf88e<>µsly. carri~ forward the People!s War amidst the qiflicult co,idl-:. 
I tiol:lS ~·by the capture of Chainnan Goll7.alo and: othe~ b~ows .to the Party. 
~ Ute.grea~tdifticulty faci.ng.theParty is the-right opportunist line .itself ~'1; the 

actions of thQse who are pr9moting it. . . . / · . : · 

. ·11.1 ts th~ _·lntemanOiuii;si duty ·oJ_ ~ur Mo~~ment a~- a -wh~le,. ~s,'weit as· ~lt~_e·, 
Cmnmide~ as the embryonic political centre of Rf!J, to contribute all we cqn- ~o 
the ·WQgi~g o/the~O-:Hne ~gg/~ agdin-s/ tlJe titlJt oppominist_ /ine oJiffig/ltitJ.;.' 
tio.ns,_.a.peace acconJ, to ~sststingtbe-Central Committee oft"': .PCf ifi ~r­
rying:out thia._-twQ-!l;ne 81ruggl,' on th~ strongest ba~is a,,d with the, most pow~r­
ful ej/ei;t. 4lld .h.elping s~ngthen. ,t~ J.la~st-ieninW:Maoist leader_~;pqi,d 
line .P.d_ing the People). War in Peru <Jnd carrying itfonvard on t~t bp$iS, 
througlpvN!lever twists and "'ms, tQWa~·the goal of nationwide.po/ideal ~er 
and ·the ultimate aim of communism, worldwide. 

9, -Sinee ,U.~f~en in t.964, the ·4eve-ent of the Revolutionary .Jn~­
. · tiona)j-.. Movepient ·bas been· ~cabty link~·with ~ C~unist1rarty of 

Pe$~ ~,PC.P.ttas been leadiagJhe ;QtQStri~~ revolvtiomuy ,struggle in·tl'.te 
~. : .. ·~ .. :.·_;iUunmtati .. ·.·" _:~·~ .. shin.·: in.•.'~.--~.~.· ~~te~war __ .. 40r.· ~e. ·wile .... ·. le-worW-to 

, •~ 'ftis'b&#W•·~eneore~-Mho.on $11 eonttftellts.as·the PCP:has 



carried out its struggle consciously and avowedly as part or'ihe world~roletari­
at's revolutionary march toward communism and has done so as a vital part of 
the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement, the emerging political centre of j 
the international communist movement. 

The Revolutionary Internationalist Movement, united on the b~is of Marxism­
Leninism-Maoism, stands even more firmly united with its comrades of the Com­
munist Party of Peru, reaffirming our support and determined to fulfill our re­
sponsibilities. The CoR™ calls upon the entire Revolutionary Internationalist 
Movement and the Marxist-Leninist-Maoist forces the world over to take up the 
battle to defend the People's War in Peru and support the comrades of the Com­
munist Party of Peru in the struggle to preserve the revolutionary achievements, 
defeat the right opportunist line and march forward toward nationwide victory as 
part of the world proletarian revolution. --. 

Those who have been confused by the right opporfunist line or stumbled off the 
revolutionary path should repudiate this line, oppose and counter the damage 
being caused by this lin~ and its adherents, and retake the revolutionary road. 

Let tpe fight against the right opportunist line serve as a fiery cauldron .forging 
even 'giea~er unit}' of our movement and refining its steel to the highest quality. 
Let this furnace of two-line struggle also serve as a great school of Marxism­
Leninisin.;.Maoisrri, revealing the difference between. real and sham.· Marxism, 
and helping revolutionaries around the world to under8tand the neeessities of the 

. hour and to fulfill them. 

Support the Central Commitee of the PCP! 

. Long Live Marxism-Leninism-Maoism, Down with the Rlght 
Opportunist Line! 

Suppon the People's War in Peru! 

Defend the Life of Chairman Gonzalo, Fight to Break the Isolation! 

FOOTNOTES 

1 This 7 October 199j statement is reprinted in this issue. 
1 'A nmnber of articles proposing the erroneoos line of fighth1g for a peace accord have ap­
peared, the most notable being "Take· Up and Fight.for the New Decision and New :Definition" 
("Asumir y Combatir por la Nu.eva D'ecisiOn y Nueva DefiniciOn ,, in the ·original Spaiiish), 
reprinted in this issue. · · 
3 These two criteria are taken from the circular. of June 1994 ·reprinted elsewhere :in this issue. 
4 ~ "eleven point peace propos31" was widefy <listni>uted by prO-negotiati9~.prisoneIS in Peru. It 
has 81so been repi;inted in a number of P~ publications, 3Ad is repriilWd_. in this issue. 
5 The Union of Communists of ·Iran (Sarbedaran) wrote an important criticism. of the main 
arguments contained in "Take Up and Fight for the New Decision ana New Definition" (A.tiimir) 
and other articles 'reflecting the same line. This criticism was prepared at the tequeSt'Of-the 
Co~ and is reprinted in this issue. . 
6 See the aforementioned June 1994 CoRIM _circular and the ~lJIC(S) aliticle for a discussion 
both of the historical experience of.using negotiations and the e'Q)erience :Of the Long March 
in Chi~ . 
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·.Workers.-of the W,orld,-. Unite! 
( . - ~~ . 

j ·.""· .. 
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Pe.claration l;'>y the PCP 
'' 

I ; 

The ·coifununi8t Party of Pe~ the paig0: iD :Oerence of the Headquar- p0tence 'in the face of the advance of 
or~ v~gtUU'.d ~~~ p~letaria~ tei:s, ~~th~ Ge11;ocidal Di~tor- ~e ~~Pl.f ~ War and as ~ of the 
was reconstituted through more ~ · ship I Thus we have filrther developed psychological warfare that 1s part of 
fifteen years, of hard•fought struggle · · the· democlatic path that· haS 'l>ecOme ., ':'the· '~IOw•intensity warfare,, they are 
by1CbaUman Gonzalo as~aParty ofa0

• ·the road of people's liberation.~r~ l' :waging, they have mounted an evil 
new ~-based on ~m-Lem,B-. . .. Qn ~e-~ther hand, the bureaucra~9 .and perye~ h'oax. On the one hand 
ism-Maoism, Gom.alo Thought. ·tak- capitalist road, which is go~ throug'1 ''its useless aim is to slander Chairman 
ing up its mstoric and inalienable ·rol~ ( the worst 'gehenil criSis irt;tlie~_histQryr' . GbrtZalo'.:~hd to continue with their 
of fighting for political power for the oflhe Republic, and the regime· headed· premeditated, treacherous and de­
j;eopl~ and the proletari_at, in May l?y }]le !111.!~~e!?~s s~l~-o~~ _ pup~.t ~e~t~_ J?l.an to kill him. On the oth~r 
1980 1t unfurled to the wmd the red, -FuJtmon~ YaDICee 1mpenabsm's•most ·1tana;·1t~1span attempt to peddle theu 
flaming banner of rel>ellion. Thus it ~ent fl~ey, are in an .. ever wors-~ . rottep dreaip of "Sendero's capitula­
ignited the invincibte and :nsiilg . . ening situatioh; The meamtes'adopted " tion"·. ms is just one of the many lies 
flames of the People's War that under only provide fleeting florescencerand ~· ·that th~· reactionaries periodically 
the just and correct leadership of general bankruptcy, while the regime spread, this time trotted out by that 
Chairman Gomalo in 1991 reached faces more and~ more. difficulties· in .gent!>Ci$1 sell-out puppet who is hang­
the stage of strategic equilibrium and applying its three count~r-revoluti~n- . ing fro~ ~~ bayonets of the Armed 
today advances·powerfully in· it51 in~ H8rytasks: reviVebureaucratic capitfil;._, Force·s·;, advised by the traitor 
exorable march towards the seizure of ism, restructure the old state and wipe Montesinos and the murderer Luza [a 
nationwide power and the establish- out the People's War. Reality has SIN psychologist, once convicted of 
mentofthePeople'sRepublicofPem .. ~ =1$Jiown1tJa4!·•¢¢dmplishingthesegoals murder, in charge of psychological 

In more tlian thirteen years of bat- is an historic and political impossibil- warfare -AWTW] under tbe orders 
ties and victories, the People's War has . ity._Ofthe three, restructuring has be- _of .Yanket;J.mperialism, principally 
taken deep rOQt in our country. It iS' ·._come their maiiitask, andjtlst as they 1'through'the sinister CIA. All this is a 
the tqrchbearerofth~.World·Prole~- ; . t<>Qk ~ st(!p.toward$ ~bsolute centrall':' vain attempt to defeat the People's 
ian ~olu!i<;>n, fqf it ~s th~ living ex'!'. zatiQn :wiUl the ~priJ 514 CQUp, •~also W!lJ'. It is nothing but a clumsy and 
pression of tbe. ~alidity of Marxis~- are qiey ~ng. QU.\, their ~'refe,ren- ridiC\lloµs hoax that nobody with an 
Leninism-Maoism, principally Mao- dum", through which they must get.. ounce «>f b~ns could take seriously. 
ism, that has been creatively applied their travesty of a constitution· ap- It wifl go up in smoke like the previ­
to the: conditions Of the Pemvian re\10- · proved any way tltey can, and take an- · ous hoaxes when confronted by the 
lotion by Chairp:iap Gon.zalo, giying pther step in fujimori's presidential unstQPJ>il]?lewhirlwindofthePeople's 
rise to Gonzal().-~dugiit. .. · · ~ ·abs~Iutistfi,"inaking the· st~te even.' War, W,hichjs intensifying the class 

AmidSt tesolitidmg 'and po\Verftil 'mb(tf reactionary. Thu5 the refere1i'- struggle an<I whose violent sharpen­
actio~, we are. ~Y carrying d'1lll· .. es \on a ,crucial role, '.for the ing can ·be 1seen in the wave of strikes 
out the\ FourtJi Strategi~ ·Plan to. ~~ ,m.urde.-o~ di~torship. Even. more· and massive demonstrations. This 
velop P~pl~'s \V~ ,~ Seize Political than before, .they must r~rt to a.ny : show$ .that the developing revolution­
Power and the Sixth and penultimate · means necessary, including-using their ary. situatiOJ..1· is getting ever stronger 
militpy plan to Build the Se~e of well known method of fraud to guar- and will unf,old into a revolutionaiy 
Power. Having oompleted tlie first antee victory. . crisis. · 
campaign_afthetnili181Jplan, we have· To serve tb~se countet~tevolutioil- Today, on\ the first anniversary of 
power.fully initiated the second cam- ary aims, and in desperation and im- Chairman Gonzalo's historic and 
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Centrat ··committee 
masterful speecb; which shines victo­
riously and defiantly before the worl~ 
his powerful and relevant· words 
strengthen even more the optimism of 
communists and the people, : ~Jt.iJe 
making the reactionaries ~!$le with 
fear. ~ike mortajJy wounded beasts, 
they are drowning amidst their geno­
cide, while launching furious aqd·ri­
diculous attacks in· an effort .to cover 
up the fact that they are rotten to the 

·, bone. and that their end. is near. But 
· we, the revolutionaries, are nearing 

victory,· the seizure of power, because 
the· Party .always keeps its word. We 
are firm followers of· what Chairman 
Gonzalo "Said: "We once solemnly 

· ptedged that we would not lay down 
· our weapons until we :reach commu­
nism .. We ·must persist in; the struggle 
for communism even if the superpow­

. ers or other powers come armed to the 
teeth with tlieir powerful arsenals. We 
communists kn:ow what we want and 
~what we are struggling for. Nothing 
··should ~or can keep us from fulfill­
ing the Party's objectives to serve the 
people, the proletariat and Ute world 
revolution." As we celebrate our glo­
rious Party's 65th anniversilry, we' re­
affirm our Party's unshakable resolve 
to guide o~Ives·by Matxisin-Len­
inism~¥a<>isin;·GOilZalo Thought and 
to continue the 'People's War in the 
service of the world revolution,.as well 
as our pledge to give our lives for 
Chaitman Gonz.alo, the Party and the 
Revolution. ·'. · · 
' The People~s War will inevitably be 

Victori0us;·and its victory shall ·be a 
salvo that\will cantribute decisively to 

il \\, 

the development 9f the world prole­
tarian revolution. The People's Repub­
lic of Peru will become·a base area and 
a trench of struggle for the working 
class and peoples of the world. We will 
develop .the socialist revolution and 
through successive cultural . revolu­
tions w~ shall march to ow: final goal 
- communism. The Communist 
Party ofrPeru takes .up its communist 
~DSibility to'be'the torchbearer.and 
example.· But it is Chairman Gomalo, 
with his inextinguishable light, all­
~werful Gonz.alo Thou@!, wbo~has 

rought us to this point and who is 
leading us to the golden:, shining goal 
of communism \with a. sure and firm 
hand, as ·continuator of Marx; Lenin 
and Chairman Mao Tsetung .. He is 
contributing. decisively to ·a ;new de­
-velopment of Marxism. · 

r We .are firmly ·convinced that the 
·Peruviari people,.a heroic people·*lght­
iilg under the ,leadership of~/Com­
. ~iunist Party. of Peru, led by Chairman 
Gom.alo, will achieve oompletevi~ory. 
We take as our own the profound words 
of: our· beloved, heroic and respected 
Chairman Gom.alo, the ,greatest living 
Maoost.;LeninistMaOist: "Firmly bas­
ing· ourselves on·,MarxiSJ;D.!"Lerunism­
Maoism Gom.alo Thought, confident 

· and 'convinced• '1'Jf ·the. triumph of .the 
world.:proleta.rian·:revolution, of the 
unstoppable. mareh,1of humanity to­
wards communism"and of ·the 'far­
reaching significance of the Mctory of 
the Peruvian Revolution, we.must take 
up:withiever gfeater resolve the seizure 
:of. political:: p<>wer nation~ide and 
,boldly andffrmly struggle fOr the com• 

,' 
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plete and total triumph of the. new so­
cial order,· socialism and then.commu­
nism. We must keepm ·~ ~e expe• 
rience of the world~µt;iQP ~piin­
cipally our own, ·as well_ as the Party's 
resolution on.the _eight pc;>SSI'bili,tiesand 
the intervention of imperialism, .mainly 
Yankee imperialism, whether it be di­
rect or indirect, on their own or with 
allies. We must prepare ourselves in 
every sphere to confront them, at any 
time, under any conditions, upholding 
our unconquerable proletarian ideology 
and developing the invincible People's 
War always under the leadership of the 
Party. We resolve -to always confront 
imperialism .and reactionaries with ·a 
sea of anned masses .to ~ ... power,. to 
establish the People's Repµblic of Peru 
and defend it, for,. tl)e, fµtll{e 
untarnishable goal of com,munism.· As 
Chairman Mao said, the road is tQltll- 1 

ous but the future is bright We ~~ 
1 

therefore~ to·seize..P.-'wer·~ <;tare 
to defend it. Let us take ·the future into 
our own bands!" 
L-Onglive C~nnan GonzaIO, 'leader 
of th~ parf1 and the re~~·~on! .· . 

. I , . .. .. 
Do\'fll ~ith thecount~rrevob~d~acy 
hoax! . , · : l , : i. . 1 

Long live 'the Communist 'Party of 
Peru! The-· people's waf will inevi-
tably be victorious! . · ~, · · · 

.I . . - . ,. 

~t us now greet t.b.e .fufil ... re· birth of 
the People). ~~pu)>l~c ~tPe(u!, 

1

' 

Central cotilminee. '1 • , 

Communist Party of Peru 

Peru, 7 Octeber 1993 
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REPORT BY TtiE PCP CENTRAL ~coMMITIEE 

Reaffirm Our Party Basis of Unity 
and 

Build the Seizure of Power 
Thepagenumbersr~fertq~Spprr. dispensable arm that guarantees vie- Party is never paralyzed, beca,tfse it 
ish documents; wherEfovailable, Eng- tory. ,, is clear on the road to follow, because 
lish referenc~ or~ given. in brackets. - 1st Party Congress, "On Gonzalo it is united around the headquarters .. 
All italics etc are 0$ iii.the originql. The Thou~t", p ~ · -of Chairman Gonzalo, ihe Pr;irty Ba-
first part of ~.ch qµote in par.ts.II ahd sis.of Unity, the Peoples Wai; the Stra-
111 refers fo howthe Seclion to beslud- l •. "We have held the First Congress tegic Development Plan. 
ied begi~ arlct t~ .last part of each of the Communist Party of Peru ... a "Once again strategic central~­
quote is where t~ $eciion enqs. - Marxist Congress, a ·c;ongres's of tiop. and. ta~i~ decentralization is 
A W1W · · · · . . Marxism-Leniriism-MaOi~ Gomalo being given exp~ssit>n, we have plans 

Thought. Thi~ Congress ... for the· pro- ·· made 1up of campajgns, and this coil­

QUOTATIONS: . 
FROM.CHAIRMAN 

··GONZlilO. 

1 •. "But, furthemiore, ~4 this is the 
basis of every h~~rs, revol~­
t,ions give~ to a~ thai mJides 
them, a r~t of the application of the 
Ullivers81 ideo~Qgy of the inte~ti9i_aj 
. proletariat t9 th~ oo~e~ .. cQriditfoils 
of each ~o1ution, a guiding.thought 
that is ·indis.P.J!11sable IQ achieve"ilic­
tory and seiz~ power,.~ ·ev.eµ·Iil()re, 
to continM~ the revolution t;1nd'qlwt;iys 
keep it on course to .th'!: .Qn/y great 
goal, communism, a guiding ~ought 
that ante it·takes a qualitative· leap of 
deciSive importance for the revolution• 
ary. pr<>ce$5 it leads, ~m~ i<lentjt" 
tied with the name of the person. wh;o 
worked it· out in theory ;;and practice. 
In our situation, tlrlS phenomenon: took 
the specific f<>tin, first (>f gtliding 
thought, then of the g\iidirtg thought 
of Ch~nnan Gomala, and later as 
Gonzalo Thought, 1beatuse it is the 
Cbairman who by creatively applying 
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism to the 
concrete conditions of Peruvian real­
ity gave rise to it, thus supplying the 
Party and the revolution with an in-

spective seizure orpo~er. ~· reitera.te tjnues. T A Party united by . s~ch ele­
prospedive." r'Iliterview With. .Chair- ments is strong. We emphasize s~­
man GOnzalo", p 35,AWTW 1992/18·, tegic~nµalizationand tacticaldeceil­
p 47.] · · ,. · · · tralizatioifbecause that's communist 

practice, and our concrete '6xperience. 
Always keep in mind the glorious toil 
of elev~n years of Peoples War, the 
People's· War cannot be halJed. We 
should even see it this way: the lead­
ership could di~appe~r, in part, not 
all of it, but the'1eaders who remain 
should and can continue the plans, the 
struggle, the People-~- War; we are 
steeled in the understanding that the 
revolution cannot be stopped, cannot 
be paralyzed. Chairman Mao taught 
·us, 'We gather OYJ" dead, treat our 
~ounded, and continue fighting."' . 
'..:..__"Build the Seiztlre of Power Amidst 
Peopfo•5-w3r~; II Plenum · 

3. "Finally, see that we could not carry 
forward everythirig the Party is lead­
ing without guiding by Marxism-Len­
infsm-Maoism, Gonzalo Thought, our 
J4~_los.t and the ~ng point of,~e 
Party's Basis ofUmty. We should re­
~it today more than ever, because 
it's.~4er attack, it's the object of cal~ 
urillrle5, it's.lx:qtg.negated; we should 
maintain the a1>8olute conviction tha't 
'it ~~ ... 1-powerftil because it is true~ ihat 
is th¢ reality, but simply, but as solid 
as ~· ·rock,. aft.et all, all that idealist 
w~f4·pl~y Will fade away and what 
wilt· ~rt\ain will be incontrovertible 
f~Cts. True, we are going through hard 
times, but it is incontrovertible that 
the "!din ~nd'of hiStpfy tsr~yolution, 
and tt Will.Win QUt, eoiiinl.unism will 
win ~out and shi~e an 9ver the world." 
- Preparatory Se.Sslon rot the II Ple­
nwn of the C~ntral CQlitinittee, p 2 

4. ".:.it's time to thjnk. deeply, since 
the Party's struggl~, by which we niean 
the People s War it· is leading, has 
never stopped/or even a moment, the 

5. ~, ... we have not yet exJ>erienced a 
big ~feat, so that these minorpartiru~ 
Jar circiunstances, this new phase in 
the war and this sinister converging 
attack .~re part of the more compli­
cated circumstances we have to un­
dergo until communism shines on the 
Earth. fhey are part of the uneven­
ne#, a;jd aro testing our responsibil­
ity as c~mmunists; the Party is.show­
ing thati it can give rise to a leader-

~-----------------------------------------' 



ship that corresponds to our reality, 
to our necessity; we are sufficiently 
steeled, the risks do not frighten us 
nor does the danger stop us; this mer,. 
ment is just one more trial - let it be 
welcome! It is part of the revolution­
ary process and we are handling it 
well, as another step in our becoming 
steeled. The life of communists is 
struggle, not pleasure. Once, when 
Marx's daughter asked, what is·hap­
piness?, he answered, struggle. Years 
later Chairman Mao taught that to 
work is to 'struggle. We hold tight to 
all of this; our difficulties can be con­
quered because we are a new force 
with a brilliant future." · 
- "Build the Seizure of Power Amidst 
People's War". II Plenum· · 

· 6. "This convergence of the new revi­
sionist counter-revolutionary offen­
sive in collusion with imperialism 
dreams of the definitive destructio1tof 
Marxism, dreams of sweeping ·away 
all that revolution has done, all its 
achievements, all its heroic adion; 
they· want to re-enthrone "the' ol<L the 
rotten domination of reaction during 
the most obsolete and evil period of 
imperialism. 1This has its· repercus­
sions, and we see capitulation and 
monstrous renegacy, this· is· happen­
ing in the petite bourgeoisie, in the 
upper crust of the working class. The 
MR.TA, for example, is the preacher 
of capitulation in this. :country; they 
spread 'peace', bourgeois democracy, 
capitulation in the face of imperial­
ism. Capitulatfonism expresses itself 
in two aspect~: capitulation in the face 
of Peruvian reaction, and capitulation 
in the face of world reaction, that's 
how it always is; their goal is to· sell 
out the revolution. This is pus, which 
~ust be wiped out.by blood anilflre, 
aild that require5 'strategy and tactics." 
- Preparatory Session for the II Ple­
n~m of the Central Committee, p l3 

7. "The class, the people, the masses 
clamour for the development of the 

. People s War to seize power. " 
"Here the key thing is that the 

class, the proletariat, the mas.ses, de­
mand the, development of the Peo­
ple's War, the deepest interests of the 
proletariat, the deepest and most real 
interests of the masses here need Beo­
ple s War and we can t be deaf to the 
clamour of the masses, the class, the 
people; the masses demand, com­
mand, want, need the People :S War; 

and we have dared to call upon them 
to, rebel, and we 'II continue doing so 
today, tomorrow anqforever, until we 
fulfill our goal, communism: we have 
dared to develop a People!\' War that 
is victorious, expanding, and threat­
ening, an.d the masses are increasingly 
conscious of this necessity because 
there is no other in this world " 
- "Under the Guidance of the Con­
gress, RCQrganize the Metropolitan 
COmrnitteel" . 

I. Ill CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
PLENUM. 

·CENTRAL DOCUMENT. 

Reaffirmation of the III Plenum: A 
glorious, ~storic. and far-reaching 
Plenum 

• Agreement to publish the· Report of 
the m·Plenum~ Central Document. 

'. . 
• Report (Ill Plenum) 

• Taltjng a positiQn on it arid re311inn­
ing it. 

II. ON THE APP.UCATION 
OF THE· 

WORK SESSION 

1. Keep in mind the Outline Summa­
tion of the Campaign, so as to pre­
pare sunuilation reports· on the Ilnd 
Campaign. Outline. 

2. On Yankee imperialism :S indirect 
intervention 
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p 36 Restudy Section on low-intensity 
warfare. · 

p 43 · Point 2. Psi-ops. II Plenum, p 
395-407 

• May document "Election8 No, Peo­
ple's War, Yes", p 7 
(In special issue of $1 I!>iario) . . 

• (>µU.S. imperialispi's "20 Year 
Plan~ carried . out by the armed 
forces ~d the puppet Fujimori. 
Oiga ~gazine no. 647-648. 

• Slogan;Yankees, go home! Yanlcees 
Out of..Perul 

• Let us reaffirm what was laid down 
by the Work Session on contradic:­
tjons, principal .contradiction and 

. polari~tion. 

• TACTICS: Unite the people in 
defense of the Hea4quarters, against 
the .genocidal and national-sellout 
dictatorship I 

3. Report on the application of the 
work session. 

• Introduction. 
1) Communication and hook-~ps. · · 
2) Principal task. Sptcific m'easures. 
3) Sending down ·and applying the 
Semon. ·r 

4) Struggle against the counter-revo­
lutionary hoax, and struggle against 
the main danger, revisionism. · 
5). Archives, publications, and 
finances. 
6) ·Conclusions and perspectives. 

• Speech by C~nnan Gonzalo • -Approve the reP<>rt an4 salute the 
• Document "Build the Seizure of _ fulfillment of the task. 

Power Amidst.People's War" 

pp 14-16 "Let's pay attentio.n to .... the 
eounter•revoluti .. onary a~on of im­
perialism wm · itself generate the 
anti-imperialist action of the prole­
'tariat and. the pe<>ple of the world. ,f. 

{AWTW 1995/20, p 18) 
• 1 . 

p 13 On ideology as an ann of vie­
. tory: "with such powerful and 

highly ·sopJiistieated .. : but they 
haven't-achieved it even today .. " 

p Io "the three stages ... Thus if di­
rect imperialist action were to oc· 
cur .... and at the same tiltie inter­

, national support grows and beOOmes 
more powerful." [A WTW no. 20, p 
16) 

• "Let Strategic Equilibrium Shake 
the Country Even Moret" 

Ill. ON THE STRUGGLE 
AGAINST THE 

COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY 
HOAX ANDAG~INST 

THE BLACK GROUPLET THAT 
IS RAISING A' REVISIONIST 
'AND CAPITULATIONIST 

, RIGHT OPPORTUNIST 'L1NE 

"Revisionism has already lost out. ... 
those traitors who tty to do .so or be-
gin to do so." · 
- Chairman Gonzalo; "Interview 
withC~ Gonzalo, p 17 [A·wrw 
1992/~8, ·p 42] 

1.REAF'FIRMTHEPARTY BASiSOF 
UNiT! AND BUILD THE SEIZURE 
OF POWER AMIDS/' PEOPLE'S 
WAR! . .· 
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a) "Build the Seizure of Power Amidst 
People's War" II Plenum. Introductory 
and final parts. Reproduce the docu­
ment. .. 
b) Our Party Basis of Unity sanctioned 
in the First Party Congress. 

• Reaffirm it Unleash a mass move­
ment of reaffirmation of the Party 
Basis of Unity in the whole Paey. · 
People's Liberation Anny and ihe 
masses of the New Political ·Power. 

• "On the Rectification Campaign 
based on the·study of the document, 
Elections, Nol People's War, Yest'\ 
p 17. \ 

• Th~ ~ e~ements: Party Basis of 
Umty sanctioned in the Congress. 
Reproduce the documents: Funda­
mental Documents. 

c) Concreti7.ations. Document. 
Put ~ut the document, "Long Live 
Chauman Gonzalo and· his all­
powerful thought." 
d) Th~ Party Basis of Unity-~~ the 
two-hne struggle. Interview with 
Chairman Gonzalo, pp 2344 on the 
Party. [AWTW 1992/18, pp 43-50) 
e) On·the Party's history, pp 37-41 of 
the Congress Summary Document. 
f) Document, "Under the Guidance of 
the Congress, Reorganize the Metro­
politan Committee!" 
g) Document, "Unite Around the Con­
gress". 
h) Summary Document, p 72 role 
plaroo by ideology, andp 83, on Foun­
dations of the Great Plan to Develop 
!lase Areas for the Seizure of Power. 
1). May Directives for Metropolitan 
I:nna. p 12 on entryism and infiltra­
tion. 
j) "Build the Seizure of Power Amidst 
Peopl~'~ War",~ 22. On the People's 
War, 1t 1s an achievement to maintain 
it; but if it takes root in the masses 
and advances, it is a complete success; 
p 23 on the proportion between di­
r~y organized forces and the popu­
lation. 

2.CQNTJNUE SMASHING THE 
COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY 
HOAX AN[) TEAR TO SHREDS 
THEBLACKMONSTROSJTJES OF 
YANKEE. IMPERIALISM, THE 
GENOCIDAL AND NATIONAL· 
SELLOUT DICTATORSHIP AND 
THE BLACK GROUP LET THAT JS 
RAISING A REVISIONIST AND 
CAPITUlATIONIST R.O.L. 

• Previous hi~ory. 

.• Where the counte\-revolutionary 
hoax is heading. . ~ 

• Tear to shreds the black monstrosi· 
ties of Yallkee imperialis~ the 
genocidal and national-sellout die· 
tatorship and the black grouplet that 
is raising a revisionist and 
capitulationist RO.L. 

3.CONCLUSION AND DEVELOP­
MENT OF THE TWO-LINE 
STRUGGLE. 

I) Let us reaffirm the Declaration of 
the Central Committee: facts have 
correctly and definitively confirmed 
the position it laid down in the face of 
the counter-revolutioruuy plot. 

2) .The so-called letters Fujimori has 
presented, the so-called phone call 
abroad and the subsequent monstrosi­
~1es are a counter-revolutionary plot 
~ked up there by Yankee imperial­
ism and the genocidal and national­
sellout dictatorship in combination 
with the evil action of the black 
grouplet. A hoax to win the elections 
~lock tlie celebration of the Centenarf 
m December and hide the La Cantuta 
case, in the short run, but its essence 
is to seek to ariiUhilate the People's 
War and within that continue their 
plan to murder Chairman Gonzalo. 

3) Denounce, condemn and smash the 
b~ac~ grouplet ~t is raising a revi­
s1omst and cap1tulationist R.O.L.; 
made up of infiltrators traitors 
capitulators and old re~isionists: 
Grouplet directly linked to the reac· 
tion. Their monstrosities are a com­
plete negation of the Party's 1st Con­
gress, a Marxist Congress, a Marxist­
Leninist-Maoist, Gonzalo Thought 
Congress, of the Party Basis of Unity, 
th,e headquarters, the Party, the Peo­
ple's War, and therefore they have re­
moved themselves from the Party by 
their own free will. 

Keep in mind that I) What goes 
against principles cannot be accepted· 
2) It is an international communist 
nonn that one cannot lead from in­
side prison and th~ monstrosities are 
in antagonistic opposition to princi­
ples, especially all tltj.$ business about 

pie's War, which is the main thing and 
which is and will be determinate. It is 
necessary to go deeply into the back­
~oun~ the process, and the present 
situation to determine the level of 
struggle in the whole Party ..... 

5) ............................................. . 

6), Reiterate that what is principal is , 
People's War, and therefore centre on 

. our plan, because the internal is deci­
sive. It is ·urgent to bring the whole 
Party into conformity with the Party 
Basis of Unity. 

IV. TASKS •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

ON TWO PROBLEMS. 
L On Democratic Centra/i~/ disci­
pline and two·line struggle. 

• Quotations from Chairman Mao on 
discipline, p 270 [English Little Red 
Book, p 254) . 

• Quotations from Chairman Mao on 
Criticism, pp 279-280 [LRB, p 258) 

• Necessity of elevating the struggle 
to the .level of line: Chairman Mao, 
Vol 5, p 561, on the dialectical 
method··for the Party's internal 
unity. [SW, Vol 5, p·514] 

p 553. On self-assessment. [Vol 5 p 
507] . ' 

p 345. On criticism and uniting with 
those who criticize you. [pp .3.17-

. 318) . 

p 379 and 477, On.a simple life-style 
and arduous struggle. IP 349, p 438) 

• Three Cardinal Rules and· Eight 
Warnings. · ,; · 

D. On J,ow t~ ~nderstand personal 
relations subordinated to the Party 
Basis of Unity. 

• Selected Works of Marx and Engels, 
pp 533-535 

• Wedding ceremony 
q 

• Quotations by1 Chairman Mao on 
women 

• Point 11 of th:~ Progranune of the 
Communist Pa~ of Peru 

Central Committee, 
Communist ·Pa~ of Peru. 

4) Pa~ a~enti~n to. the two-line strug- .. 11 

gle, develOp 1t to strengthen the Peo- February J994 :! 

the" '' peace agreement ..... 

,, 
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On Negotiations and Turning~ Points 

Let the Lessons, of the Past 
Fire the Way Forward!, 
By the Committee of the Revolutionary Internationalist M~vemen~ ~June 1994. 
The following document was circu- confront this new situation· in a uni- ·the oppressed the world over and liv­
lated Within the RIM in June 1994 as tied and disciplined way, and step up ing proof of the vitality and cog-ect­
an important step in deepening the its support for the People's War in Peru ness of our revolutionary ideology, 
RIM's· understanding of the 1wo- line and to ,Defend the Life of Chairman Marxism-Leninism-Maoism .. The 
struggle in the PCP and on that basis Gonz.alo. PCP has not only been leading forward 
intensifying support·for the PCP Cen- In the course ofthis process, we this great revolutionaty war, it has also 
tral Committee and the People's have come to better understand the greatlycontributedtothepoliµcaland 
War. If Was circulated more broadly complex factors and the issues in- ideological develqpment of.our Move­
thereafter, and now is being made volved. It has become clear that a two- ment itself, especially in the recently 
public in AWTW in order to· serve the line struggle has erupted in the ranks culminated struggle for the RIM to 
campaign to Rally to the Defence of of the Communist Party of Peru. A adopt and unite around MLM 
Our'Red Flag Flying in Peru.-AW7W group of people who historically had What affects the PCP cannot but 

· ·. 1 • played leading roles in the PCP have greatly affect our Movement and ihe 
Comrades, been vigorously promoting a line of course of 11\e world proletatjan revo-

. Since October of 1993 a very im- "peace conversations to reach a Peace lution. The CU(fent debate in the PCP 
portant ;Struggle has been developing Agreement, whose application brings is no mere academic dispute over the 
in the PCP, principally focused on the with it a conclusion to the war that advisability of negotiations. It is a de­
question of peace negotiations but in- the country has been going through bate touching fundamental questions ).. 
volving fundamental questioos of the for thirteen years" and calling for ne- of the assessment of the current situa- :;e 
revolution, specifically advancing the gotiations ~th the Fujimori regime tion in Peru ab.d internationally, of the O 
People's War in that country in the (in order to "arrive at peace negotia- capacity of the Party to maintain and S 
context of the severe blows the Peo- tions whichwould bring aJconclusion advance the People's War, of the.very 
pie's War has received in thelasttwo to the~). This grouping seems to process by which revolution will ad- O 
years, especially the capture of Chair:- be concentrated within the pristins, al- vance through twists and turns and ~ 
man Go~o in September 1992. :nµs though it also has at l~ some sup- achieve ;final victozy. i 
struggle broke out first when the port from among PCP members and What is th~ goal of our investiga- ; 
Fujimori regime attributed a call for supporters outside of prisori, both in tion, study and struggle? Our main ~ 
"a struggle for. peace accords" to Peru and abroad This grouping claims goal must be to arrive at a firm grasp ~ 
Chairman Gonz.alo. From that point that the call for negotiations :has origi- of the c0rrect line and ·on that basis ~ 
'pnward, the Committee of the Revo- nated directly from Chairman render the greatest possible support to 
lutionaiy Internationalist Movement Gonzalo and brands those in the PCP the People's Wat in Pieru and its van-
~ attach¢ great importance to these opposed to this line as "ultra-left". guard, the Communist Party of Peru. 
deveIOpmentS. . · ' The Central Committee of the PCP The existence of our Movement is an 

Our initial approach was to launch has strongly opposed this line and has extre~~ly positive factor in .this proc­
a ri~ investigation and study of condemned the letters and videos pur- ess of two-line struggle. It is a vehicle 
the actual situation in Peru, the posi- ported to be by Chairman Gonz.alo as through wmch the experience of the 
tions of Chairman Gonz.alo and the a "hoax" perpetuated by the reaction- international. proletariat c~n be 
Central Committee of the PCP, and the ary regime. They have vigorously op- brought to bear on the questions at 
political thinking of the major figures posed the line of seeking a negotiated stake in the PCP and through which 
in the debate, as well as the historical end to the war ·as "capitulation" and the Marxist-Leninist-Maoists of the 
experience and political principles instt-ad have called ·on the Party to con- . world can· support a correct line. 
involv~. At the saint time, we. warned tinue the People's War along the plans Through the course of study and 
agajnst jumping to hasty and ili- previously laid down. · . struggle, our whole Movement can 
founded conclusions before all of the The People's War in Peru and its and must come tp a;clear and unified 
factors were known. We also stressed leadership, the Communist Party of understanding J>f the questions in­
that the class enemy, in Peru and in- PerU, have been inextricably link~ to volved and sharpen oilr understand­
ternationally, was trying to sow divi- the development of~ The People's ing and grasp of Marxism-Leninism­
sion, confusion and demorali7.ation, War has ~n seen, and correctly so, Maoism, particularly the laws ofrevo­
and that it was all the more important by the masses as a shining example, a lutionary warfilre and t}le dynamics of 
that our Movement solidify its ranks, beacon pointing the way forward· for the process through which the revo-
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lution advances amidst twists and 
turns toward the seizure of power. 
Deepening our understanding is not a 
schol~c question, it is a pressing 
task of the class struggle.~ 

The very weight of the stakes in­
volved .. in this struggle and the crucial 
role that falls upon our Movement re­
quires that we strive to reach a basic . 
understanding of the lines involved 
and basic conclusions with resolution, 
dispatch and urgency, but not hastily 
or carelessly. In the case of the PCP, 
which has played such a vital role in 
the 4evelopmeilt of our Movement, the 
need for such an approach is all the 
more apparent. But this approach is 
not a call. for a long protracted period 
of leisurely debate or .indecision. The 
very fact that this·-struggle .is taking 
place under conditions of warfare and· 
that the class enemy is utilizing this 
situation to attack the party, the peo­
ple's armed forces and the people in­
creases our sense of urgency and de­
termination. 

We should step up our support for 
the revolutionary conimunists and the 
masses of Peru in their heroic People's 
War and n_taintain the Campaign to 

.... Defend the Life ofChainnaii Gonzalo. 
~ We must remain vigilant· against ef­
~ forts of the class enemy as well ·as op­
~ pose the actions~ of oppc)rtunists or a: even misguided friends who are seek­
:t ing to "fish in troubled waters". 
0 ... 
~ 
~ 
~ 

MARXISM-LENINISM-
MAOISM 

- OUR MICROSCOPE 
AND TELESCOPE 

As our Chinese comrade8 used to 
say, MLM is our '~microscope and tel­
eseope" to examine all problems of 
society and nature, in both its minute 
detail and grand oUtlines. This is most 
assuredly our great weapon in under­
standing the problem of the two-line 
struggle in the PCP. The fact that our 
Movement has recently taken the great 
step of uniting around o\lr higher un­
derstanding ·of Man:ism-Leninism­
Maoisrn as our ideology lays a solid 
basis arid high plane from which to 
confront the serious test before us. 

In exaniining the questions con­
cerniQ.g the development of the Peo­
ple's War in Peru; ·and: in particular 
the struggle over peace accords, it is 
natllral that comrades take the Marx­
ist-Leninist-Maoist theses on war and 
peace, and more specifically, Mao's 

teachings and example on protracted 
people's war ash starting point. 

Mao was cibleto show that in China 
(and later he ciime to hold this to be 
generally t~e of th~ coQ.11tries · op­
pressed by imperialism), it was possi­
ble and necessary for the proletariat 
to engage the reactionary cl~s in a 
len~y war, beginning from a posi­
tion of weakness and gradually devel­
oping a position of strength. In the 
document Long Live Marxism-Lenin-

· ism..;Maoisml, our Movement has 
united around the understanding that, 
in the oppressed . countries, arm.eel 
struggle is the main fQJlll of struggle 
and the people's army is the main form 
of mass organi7.ation. 

This is based on an understanding 
that the objective conditions generally 
exist for launching, maintaining and· 
advancing revolutionmy warfare step­
by-step. Specifically, itmeans in these 
types of countries it is possible for the 
proletariat to establish red political 
power in parts· of the countty while 

1 In October 1934, the main forces of the 
Chinese Workers and Peasants Red Anny 
started a major strategic movement from 
their bases in si>uthem China. In the course 
of the Long March; the people's anny tra­
versed eleven provinces of China, cross­
ing perpetually ·snow-capped mountains 
and trackless gi:asslands, sustaining untold 
hardships and frustrating the enemy's re­
peated encirclements, pursuits, obstruc­
tions and interceptions. The Red Army 
covered 25,000 Ii (12,SOO kilometers) and 
finally arrived triumphantly at the revolu­
tionary base area in northern Shensi in Oc­
tober 1935~' Mao wrote, "in one respect 
the Red Army failed (i.e. failed to main­
tain i.ts original positions), but in another 
respect he [Chiang Kai-shek] has failed 
(i.e., failed to execute his plan of 'encir-. 
clement and suppression' and of 'pursuit 
and ~uppression') .... The Long March is a 
manifesto. It has proclaimed to the world 
that the Red Anny is an anny of heroes, 
while the imperialists and their running 

· dogs, Chiang Kai-shek and his like, are 
impotent. It has proclaimed theit utter fail­
ure to encircle, pursue, obstruct and in­
.tercept us. The Long March is also a propa­
ganda force. It has announced to some 200 
million people in eleven provinces that the 

. road of the Red Anny is their only road to 
liberation. Wi.thout the Long Match, how 
could the broad masses have learned so 
quickly about the existence of the great 
truth which the Red Anny embodies?. The 
Long March is also a seeding-machine. In 
the eleven provinces it has sown many 
seeds which will sprout, leaf, blossom, and 

still not being in a positj.on .to estab­
lish ·nationwide political power. The 
existence of people's political power, 
which talces different forms but which 
leads to the creation of red base areas, · 

I is the marrow of the people's w~. Peo­
ple's power is the accomplishnient of 
the war, gives ·war its revoluti9nmy 
character and enables the revolution­
ary war to rely ever more deeply on 
the masses and to advance. 

At the same time, it is clear that 
any revolutionary war will alm()st cer­
tainly confroQt sharp turns ~d even 
reversals_ and setb~cks. Protracted peo­
ple's war has never been "smooth sail­
ing" or just going gradually from c;>,ne 
victory to another. In fact, the Chinese 
rev9lution itself went

1 
,tbioj.igh' a 

number of dramatic turning· points. 
Some of these were the result of erro­
neous lines. in the -J~der~J;llp 'or the 
Communist Party of China (such as 
:when 90% of the. communist forces 
were defeated before the Long March 
was undertaken). But objective devel-

bear fruit, and will yield a harvest in the 
future. In 'ii word, the' Long March ended 
in victory for us and defeat for the,enemy." 
(.'~On .. Tactics Against Japanese Imperial­
ism", Selected Works, Vol.- I, p. f61) 

2 Brest-Litovsk . 
After seizing power in thp insu~tion 

of October 1917, the Bolsheviks were eon­
fronted with the fact that the· imperialist 
German Anny was threatening to conqiier 
Petrograd, the centre of Soviet power, and 
was inflicting big defeats daily on the old 
Russian army. Under these circum~ces, 
Lenin felt strongly that the Bolsheviks had 
no alternative to accepting what he called .a 
"humiliating ~,, with Gennany in which 
large sectiQns of territory were ceded: As he 
put it, he was trying to "trade s~ fo~ time" 
- time to, consolidate the new Soviet repub­
lic and prepare for other inevitable military 
conflicts with the imperialist powers. 

~nin based his arguments 'in favour of 
the Brest-Litovsk agreement on a number 
of factors including: that the people ofRus-

. sia, especially the peasantry,. were ex­
tremely war•weary ("choked in blood") and 
demanded ~ce; that the old Jlussian army 
made up of umyilling soldiers c;onscripted 
by the Tsarist regime was' in a state of com­
plete collapse and incapable of putting up 
a tight while the· new Red Anny based on 
volunteers f~m the proletariat and the peas­
antry was otily in its most initial stages of 
f onnation; and that there was no guarantee 
that the re"olution in Germany would 
quickly co~ to their rescue (in weeks or 
even days) by overthrowing the reaction-



opments domestically and internation­
ally can lead to dramatic shifts. A 
change in the balance of strength be­
tween the people's forces and the en­
emy, a shift in the alignment of class 
forces, or the passage to a new stage 
or SlJ.bstage of the revolution are ex­
amples of objective developments 
which led to changes in strategy and 
tactics (such as the need to build a 
United Front Against Japan follo~g 
the Japanese invasion of China). ; ; 

In other words, protracted people's 
war will necessarily be protracted, ii 
will go through twists and turns, ad­
vances and retreats, as it advances to­
ward· its final victory. ~e pr~ss of 
war an4 especially key turning points 
will necessarily involve shifts in class 
alliances and changes in policy by the 
revolutionary fo~ces. Mao used 9iffer­
ent strategy and tactics. at key junc­
tures based on his concrete analysis 
of co~crete conditions and keeping in 
mind th~ overall goals of the revolu­
tion. He responded, for example, to the 

ary government there. 
Lenin encountered very sharp opposi­

tion from some other leaders of the Bol­
shevik Party, especially Trotsky. The op­
position aigued that Lenin was "betraying" 

' the interests of the international revolution 
by reaching a peace aecord with Gennan 
imperialism and api)ealed to what Lenin 
called "revolutionary phrase-making". 

Lenin stressed that the· situation had 
to be examined concretely, on the basis· of 
the actual class relations (their strengths 
and weaknesses) and.from.the perspective 
of advancing the l"e'Volutionary goal. Even 
while Lenin was actively pursuing~ peace 
agreement with Gennany, he was' appeal­
ing to the resistance of the Russian peo­
ple, especially the advanced workers who 
Conned the first units of the Red Army and 

: rushed irito the breach where the old Tsar­
. ist forces were collapsing. And he saw the 
prospect of ·a peace accord in the frame­
work of preserving their existing strength, 
building up an ~y and preparing for the 
military tests of strength he saw looming. 

Lenin fought particularly h~rd against 
tho~ within the Bolsheviks who negated 
the tremendous accomplishment of the 
October Revolution. These "lefts" held that 
"Soviet power is becOming purely fonnal" 
and thus felt that little would be· lost if :the 
Oennan army crushed the new Soviet re­
public. Lenin answered them as follows: 
"And, therefore, more humili~ng than any 
harsh or·even extremely.harsh peace, ren­
dered imperative owing to the lack of an 
anny - more humil~g than any humili­
ating' peace is humiliating despair. We shall 

near decimationof the people's armed 
forces in the,early 193.0~ by organiz­
ing and lea~ng the Long March1 

-

a great retreat militarily which suc­
ceeded in preserving the core of the 
armed forces and the Party which soon 
after led the War Against Japan. JU$t 
as the Long Marclt was Mao's answer 
to one turning point in the CIµnese 
Revolutjon, so too his participation in 
peace negotiations in 1945 with 
Chiang Kai-shek was a different tac- · 
tic to address a different turning point 
in the revolution. Historical experi­
ence. has shown that sharp two-line 
struggle5 in the Party often emerge at 
precisely such major turning points. 

ON PEA.CE NEGOTIATIONS 
- SOME.HISTORICAL 

EXPERIENCE 

There is important historical exJ)e­
rience, both positive and negative, 
concerni~g the cariying out of peace 

not perish even from a dozen· obnoxious 
peace treaties if we take revolt and war 
seriously." In otllerwords, Lenin's approach 
to the humiliating but n~ssary compro­
mise of Brest-Litovsk was based on the 
need to preserve and strengthen Soviet po­
litical power and its abilify to wage war. It 
was the opposition, and not Lenin, who was 
prepared to abandon p0litical pbwer, had 
given -up ·any serious ·perspec~ve of wag­
ing war and had fallen into despair. Sec­
ondary concessions. were made in order to 
preserve the fundamental gain of the pro­
letarian revolution which was the red 
power. And the Bolsheviks had the strength 
to make the enemy observe it. . 

3 The othef great example of oorrect use 
of negotiations was Mao's decision to en­
.gage in, diseussions with Chiang Kai-shek 
in the months following the· surrender of 
Japan in August 1945 (the Chungking ne-
gotiations). • 

At that time, the Chines~ revolution 
had rcaohed a great turning poi~t with the 
victory of the war against Japan. Great vic­
tories had been won by the'forces led by 
the Communist Party of Chi~a, including 
buildin~ a ~~ong party of over one ~ii­
lion membets, a powerful anny, and hb­
erated ·arcaS with a ·population of 100 mil-
lion people. · , 

At the same time, sections of 1he 
masses were hoping for peace,. and the al­
liance on an internati9nal .scale between 
the Soviet Union, Britain and th~ United 
States exert~ infh1ence on pub~ic opin­
ion. Mao's writings clearly indi~te that 
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negotiations and even the reaching of 
agreements between revolutionary 
communist forces and the forces of a 
reactionaly regime combating them. 
. . The two most outstanding exam­

ples of when it ~ been correct for 
the communists to enter intq peace ne­
gotiations with their enemies were the 
Brest-LitovSk agreement2between the 
newly established Soviet Union and 
German imperialism in 1918 and the 
Chungking negotiations3 between 
Mao Tsetung and the reactionary 
forces led by Chiang Kai-shek follow­
fug the defeat of Japan in World War 
2. In both case5; there had been wiong 
lines from the "left" opposing any kind 
o.f compromise and/or the Right, 
which advocated giving up the strug­
gle for seizure of power; These two 
cases of correctly using negotiations 
are different in ,many_ respects and 
must be examined in their historical 
circumstances. Ne\rertheless, certain 
general principles can be seen from 

he had little if any hope of reaching a last-
ing agreement with the reactionary 
Kuomintang government ("The ~ 
Kuomintang and the Communist Party are ~ 
sure to fail in their negotiations, -sure to 0 
start fighting and sure. to break with each ;:oS. 

other, but that is only one aspect of the 
matter. n SW, Vol rv, ·p. 54) But he clearly O 
wanted to place the burden for the civil 
war that was looming on the horizon on ~ 
Chiang Kai-shek, and thereby further iso- 2: 
late him. It was important that ;the masses, ; 
and especially some of the middle strata, (R 
realize that Mao had gone to great efforts ~ 
to reach a reasonable accord with Chiang. ~ 
As Mao put it, sometimes goi~g to nego­
tiations is fighting tit for tat, sometimes 
refusing to negotiate is fighting tit for tat. 

In order to accomplish these goals, Mao 
was willing to make concessions, for ex­
ample, even offering to reduce. the size of 
the people's armed forces, withdraw from 

· some territory, etc. ''But there are limits to 
such c0ncessions; the principle is that they 
must not damage the fundamental interests 
of the people.n (SW, Vol IY, p. 49). 

Whi.le ~ao's participation in the 
Chungking negotiations was based on a 
perspective of preparing the people's 
forces for renewed fighting with Chiang 
Kai-shek, there were others in the Gom­
munist Party of China such as Liu 'Shao­
chi who argued that, "China had entered 
a new stage of peace'"'and democracy" and 
these forces were willing to abort the fur­
ther development of the revolution in ~ 
turn for a definitive agreement with the 
Kuomintang. 
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the ·way in which Lenin and Mao ad­
dressed the5e situations. ' 

On the other hand, there have been 
important cases in the history. of the 
international communist. mov~ment 
where communist parties ·ttave incor:. 
rectly sought to achieve some kind· of 
agreement with the reactionary classes 
which objectively compromised the 
interests ,of the revolution.· This was 
the case, for example, in France, Italy 
and Greece" in the period after World 
War 2 when the Communist parties 
of those countries agreed to disarm the 
armed force5 of the proletariat and 
enter into reactionary governments. 

In more recent history, there are a 
great many examples of ·revisionist 
and opportllnist forces .trafficking in 
the blood of the people - using their 
·struggle and sacrifice as a means for 
the revisionist or opportunist forces 
themselves to seek an agreement with 
the reactionary classes (and ultimately 
to try to incorporate themselves into 
these classes), while the basic oppres:. 
sion and exploitation of the people 
remain unchanged. This was the re­
cent case in El Salvador and Nicara­
gua. Today it is being replayed in 

.... South Africa and Palestine. · 
~ The policy of "negotiating in or­
~ der to fight" sometimes used by the 
.... revolutionary communists, which may 
:it under certain circumstances be part of 
i a strategy for advancing the armed 
0 revolutionary struggle for power, is the .... opposite of the revisionist and hour-
~ geois reformist strategy of "fighting 
~ in order to negotiate". 
~ Peaceful fonns can only be prelimi­
~ nary or supplementary to the armed 

struggle for palitical power. Once a war 

4 During World War 2, the Communist Par­
ties led significant armed forces, partisan 
units, in a number of the European coun­
tries occupied by Nazi Germany and in 
Italy. As the war drew to a close, the ques­
tion of the future state in those countries 
came· into sharp relief. The bourgeoisie in 
these countries, aided by U.S. and British 
imperialism and their armed forces, were 
~etermined that the c:nd: of Nazi occupa­
tion would mark the return of their own 
~ctio~ary dictatorship, 'nd they njade the 
d1sarmmg of the worl(ers and popular 
m~se~. a top priority. Unfortunately, the 
mam ltne of the Communist Parties was 
to liqui~ate the people's armed forces in 
return for a legal role in the post-war re­
gime, including in some cases, such as 
France, joining in reactionary bourgeois­
led governments. 

-
has begun, the "laws that govern it are 
qualitatively (_lifferent than those which 
govern peac:eful sthiggle. The protracted 
nature of warfarefu the oJ>pressed coun­
tries makes it lifrely that revolutioruuy 
waifare will go through_ different &ages 
and· twists and tumS between its initia­
tion and the fiiial victory of the people's 
forces (and negotiations and different 
types of agreements may be part of this 
proa:$). But it is not possible to stop a 
revolutionary war and simply return to 
the situation that existed prior to the out­
break of the war with hopes of''starting 
again". ·The very dynamic of war, which 
leads toward the destruction of one side 
by the other, will not allow this. 

In short, under certain circum­
stancesnegotiations can be carried out 
and concessioqs giveli;' but as Chair­
man Mao said, "there are limits to 
such concessions; the principle is that 
they. must not damage the fundamen­
tal interests of the people" (SW, Vol. 
Iv, p. 49). Although necessary com­
promises and adjustments may have 
to be made at certain stages, the fun­
damental gains of the people, such as 
the essential core of the people's army 
af!!l red political power, the base 
areas,etc., must be preserved. Mao 
stressed, "without a people's army the 
people hav~ nothing." 

Furthennore, negotiations are only 
one possible approach to a dramatic 
change in the revolutionary process. 
Whether this is correct at a given time 
can only be assessed on the basis of 
the concrete analysis of concrete con­
ditions, including, for example, 
whether the people's forces have ad­
equate strength to successfully use 
such a tactic, whether other changes 
in military and political approach may 
be more correct for address~ng the new 
situatioµ, and so forth. As pointed out 
above, there were important experi­
ences especially in the long history of 
protracted people's war in China led 
by Mao when the People's War faced 
severe blows, even big defeats, and 
crossed through extreme difficulties, 
QUt the problems of the revolution 
were resolved, through the·· means of 
war, i.e., by creative though painful 
use of the laws of war instead of by 
using the tactics of negotiation. Mao 
also stressed that "sometimes not ne­
gotiating is fighting tit-for-tat". 

The e~rience of the international 
communist movement in the recent 
decades in: which revolutionary artned 
struggle has been launched has shown 

the great importance of striving to 
"keep the red flag flying", that is, 
maintaining the revolutionary strug­
gle even under difficult conditions and 
in the face of setbacks. 

THE TWO-LINE STRUGGLE 

The point of reviewing the history 
and principles of Marxism-Leninism­
Maoism is to be armed to correctly un­
derstand and evaluate the debate cur­
rently under way in the Communist 
Party of Perll. While it is not yet possi­
ble to fully understand all of the fac­
tors currently under discussion in the 
PCP, it is possible and necessary to u5e 
historical experience and· Maixism­
LeniniS1ll-Maoism to critically exam­
ine the arguments and proppsals tiemg 
advanced by the principal ~ilents of 
different lines in this stiuggle. 

Marxist-Leninist-Maoists do not 
rule out a priori th¢ possible need for a 
dramatic and sudden change in the 
policies of the revolutionary forces. 
Such changes can sometimes be re­
quired by the change in the relation of 
class forces domestically and on a 
world scale, and history has shown that 
such changes often lead to a certain 
confusion in the revolutionary ranks. 

But the fact that 'negotiations are 
permissible as a ~ctlc or that a dra­
matic chang~ in strategy and. tactics 
may at times be required does not in 
any way prove that the particular ne­
gotiations which are proposed in Peru 
and the proposed policy of '~fighting 
for a peace accord" are correct. In or­
der to examine this, the guiding prin­
ciples involved are: 

Do the proposed negotiations 
serve the task . of seizing political 
power through revolutionary war­
fare, regardless of what. stages or 
turns. this warfare may go through, 
or are they aimed at relilming to the 
pre-war situation of 1980 - a pro­
tracted period in which no revolu­
tionary armed struggle existed? 

While certain compromises may 
prove to be1 necessary, do the pro­
pos~d negotiations safeguard the 
"fundamental interests of the peo­
ple" ref erred to by Mao, that is, the 
essential core of people's power and 
the revoluti~nary armed forces? 

Under t1je circumstances where 
most of the'. } nfonnatio~ concerning 
the "negotiatf on/peace" policy is com-



ing fr9m the class enemy,. it is neces- is the international situation, with the 
sary to be doubly prudent. But it is pos- collapse of the social-imperialist 
sible and necessary to use the above USSR and its bloc, now such that con­
criteria as a standard against which ditions in the oppressed countries are 
to.judge any call for an agreement or · basically unfavourable for launching, 
any agreement itself., ' · maintaining and advancing the revo-

In earlier stages of this struggle, lutionary warfare of the masses? 
little was known of the actual content 
of the proposal for a peace accord or WHAT ARE THE VIEWS 
the political arguments of those pro- OF CHAIRMAN ·GONZALO? 
posing this strategy. However, the pUb­
li.cation of the article "Take lJp .and 
Fight for the· New Definition and' the 
New Decision" (called in Spanish 
Asumir) in the reactioruuy Lima news­
paper, La Repub/ica, and its endorse­
ment by the main exponents.of the ne­
gotiations line abroad helps bring the 
questions involved in this struggle into 
sharper focus. We would again encour• 
age comrades to carefully study this 
article along with some other articles 
arguing the same positions which have. 
been recently obtained and to. apply 
the standards and criteria which we 
have indicated here to understand and 
evaluate the line proposed by the 
Asumir article. The Committee has 
serious· concerns that the arguments 
made inAsumir and other documents 
do not meet the above criteria. Spe­
cifically, does the line of Asumir safe­
guard the fundamental interests of the 
people? Does it· enable the forces of 
the pi;oletariat, through whatever 
twists and turns, to advance their 
struggle for nationwide power? A 
criticism is being prepared by ·one of 
the participants of the Movement of 
the main aspects of Asumir. 

One of the important, if secondary, 
elements in the two-line struggle in 
the Commtinist Party of Peru involves 
the evaluation of the inteniatio~ situ­
ation. This is particularly the case with 
theAsumir article, which relies heav-

: ily on its analysis of an allegedly un­
. favourable international situation to 
justify reaching a peace accord. 

As pointed out previously, this 
analysis nins contraiy to the under­
standing achieved by our Movement 
and· reflected in the Resolution 
adopted by RIM, "On the World Situ­
ation~. While the questions concern­
ing peace negotiations in Peru must 
be decided primarily in the context of 
the development of the war and the 
struggle for power, questions concern­
ing the ~ntematioilal situation inevi­
tably affect the as~inent of the revo­
lutionary possibilities in Peru and else­
where in today's world. Specifically, 

From the beginning, one question. 
has been if or to what extent the call 
for a peace accord reflects the posi­
tion of Chainnan Gom.alo. While the 
Fujimori regime and supporters of the 
negotiations have insisted that Chair­
man Gom.alo is the author of the call 
for the peace:· accords, opponents of 
this line-·· specificaJ.ly the CC of the 
PCP-·-·· have strenuously argued that 
the letters and videos purporting to be 
from Chairman Gonzalo· have been 
fabricated by the enemy. 

Chairman Gom.alo is still denied 
access to· the outside world and there 
is no basis tO know with certainty what 
his views are or what information he 
haS' access to. Also, conditions of his 
treatment by the reactionary regime 
are extreme. We must continue to fight 
to end the conditions of isolation of 
Chairman Gonzalo. As long as his iso­
lation C()ntinues,• we must consider all 
alleged communications from him 
with the utmost prudence. Whatever 
Chairman Gom:alo may or may not 
be saying, what is certain is that the 
reactionary regime is utilizing his iso­
lation to spread speculation and de­
moraliz.ation, and these.efforts should 
be vigourously combatted. 

In any event, the central question. 
of debate is not over the authenticity 
of the alleged communications. While 
comrades in Peru and elsewhere natu­
rally attach.great importance to the po­
sition of Chairman Gonz.alo, the de!" 
bate must focus on the policy itself, 
not the identity of its author, because 
in any case line is decisive. This is all 
the more true in the concrete situa­
tion of today when it is impossible to 
know with certainty the views of 
Chairman Gom:alo. 

FORWARD TO A UNITED, 
MARXIST-LENINIST-MAOIST 

POSITION! 

It is impera~ve that the Commit­
tee and the parties and otganizations 
of our Movement devote the necessary 
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~ttention to understanding and acting 
upon the two-line struggle in Peru. As 
stated earlier, we consider the ques­
tion to be the most imj>ortant ques­
tion facing our Movement, one which 
demands to be treated urgently but me­
thodically. 

As we stressed previously, it is 
necessary to carry out this very im­
portant two-line struggle in ord.er to 
solidify our· support ,to the People ~s 
War, which is our only proud red flag 
flying in the world at present~ .to de­
fend it from· attacks of any kind of 
harmful line, and at the . same time · 
through this two-line ·struggle to de­
velop and deepen our collective un­
derstanding and consciousness· on 
the lines involved and to strengthen· 
our• grasp of the correct Marxist­
Leninist-Maoist line. And we have 
to carry this out in such a 'ay as to 
safeguard the unity and integrity of 
our Movement. This is particularly 
difficult to do under the current cir- · 
cumstances in which the line,-strug­
gle in the J>CP is public knowledge, 
but it is all the more imperative and 
urgent. ' 

It is understandable that comrades 
and friends outside of our Movement )). 
are also deeply concerned by· the 0~ questions under debate and are anx-
ious to hear the opinions of:our Move• ;! 
ment as well as to contribute their 'CJ 
own thinking. We must try to organ- O 
ize the participatian of others in this ~ 
discussion in such a· way that they ;e 
contribute to the process of our Move- .... 
ment reaching a correct conclusion "O 

and not in such a way thaUhe cen~ ~ 
tral role of the Movement and its em- ~ 
bryonic democratic centralism are .... 
denigrated and weakened. 
· It is also imperative that the cur­

rent discussion not untlermine the im­
portant ongoing task to Defend the 
Life of Chairman Gonz.alo! and Sup­
port the People's War in Peru! We 
should continue to support and assist 
the International.Emergency Commit­
tee to Defend the Life of Abimael 
Guzman and especially its efforts to 
win the battle to win access to Chair­
man Gonzalo. 

Marxism-Leninism-Maoism, our 
all•powerful ideology, will enable our 
Movement to rise to the challenges 
before qs, and rend~r e\ren greater sup­
Port to the oomrades of the ~omm1;1-
nist Party of Pem and the histonc 
struggle they are waging. • 
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Marxism Consists of One Thousand Truths, But in the 
. • • , I t•. . 

'~ 

It Is RiQht 
J 

• ' ~ 0- ' 

By the Leading Comgiittee of the Union of Communists of Iran (Sarbedaran) (UICS) · . · 
"This people's war has servecUheworld War under its leadership has played in what ~s wrong, and give unwavering 
proletarian reirolution from the very the development of our Movement and support- to ~the correct line and those 
start and will continue tp do so; it en- the World Proletarian Revolution at this forces who represent the correct line. 
joys the support of the international sqage. In the days when the reaction- Under the guidance ·of the CoRIM, 
workingclassandtheworld'speoples, ary Islamic Republic of Iran with the we have carefully studied different 
of the genuine revolutionaries and com- aid of Yankee imperialists and Soviet docwnents and reexamined the prole­
munists, ··and. very especially of the social-imperialists were drowning the, tariat's historical experiences, review­
Revolµtionary Internationalist Move- revolution in the blood of the best sons ing available PCP documents, and 
ment to whichr the party belongs: .. " and daughters of our people, the ini- deepening our own u»derstanding of 
(''Develop People's War to Serve the tiationofthePeople's WarinPerugave MLM principles on relevant issues, 
World Revolution", Communist Party us heart. In the process of its ideologi- while once again looking back at our 
of Peru (PCP) Central Committee, cal, political and· organizational re- own experience. Within the limits of 
August 1986, inAWTWi-1987/8) structuring in the aftennath of the de- our ~bilities, we have been following 

1: feat of the revolution, and suffering the objective situation in Peru in order 
Comr.ades: severe blows at the hands of the to increase our knowledge· of the ob-

it is with a deep sense of responsi- comprador-feudal Islamic Republic of jective realities there- in this, we be­
bility towards our internationalist duty· Iran, the UICS has learned tremen- Iieve the PCP comrades have a central 
and our class brothers and sisters in dously from the experience of the PCP. role to pl~; without their efforts it will 
Peru, in ·the memory .of our fallen he- . . The CoRIM and our Movement not be1 possible to investigate the ob-

~: roes there- the valiant members and have the cesponsibility of rendering jective' situation in such a way as to 
~ fighte~s of the PCP -· ~d ~th the ~e full political and ideological as- enable u~ to arrive ~t a complete un­
t commltment and detenmnation that s1stance of the international commu- derstanding of what 1s a correct analy­
.... we must safeguard the red flag they nist movement (ICM) to the PCP and sis of the specific situation there and 
! dyed with their blood and passed on the Poople's War. Our Movement has on that basis what is a corr~ line -
:t to us, that we take part in this crucial recently arrived at higher unity, and not just what is a correct strategic ori­e two-line struggle that has erupted. our glorious Long Live Marxism-Len- entation overall but, more concretely, 
0 We are h~noured_ to present th~s, inism-Maoism! document, and other for waging the People's .Vfar success-
~ document which has been prepared tn resolutions of the Movement, such as fully under present conditions. · · · · 
O response to the request made by the the one on the world situation are in- As a contribution to this process, 
~ Co~ttee .of the Revolutionary In- valuable aids in carrying out tfus task. we have taken up a ~ri~cal ~valua~on 
~ ternat1onahst ~ovement (~oRIM) . The goal of this two-line struggle ofa pro-peace negotiatto~ l~e mainly 

and hope that this ~step wtll serve 1s to he~p keep our red flag flying in reflected in an ~cle ~hich 1s ~lied, 
the task that has ~n ~ledfor. Peru and· open the way even further "Take Up and-Fight for the N~": De .. 

The general.onen~tion set by_ the forotherredflagstoberaisedbyother cision and t.be Ne~ Defimtion" 
CoRIM has gwded this undertaking. parties of our Movement. We must [Asumir- Combatir por la Nueva De­
Contributions of parties of the RIM arrive at a deep grasp of the nature of cision y Nueva Definicion, or Asumir, 
~avehel~ to deepen.o~understan~- different alternatives which are pre- in Spanish) 1

• This was tJ:ie first_ ma)or 
mg of the issue: We beheve CoRIM s sentedas the future course for the PCP document that came to our attention 
asses~ment of the im~rtance of this and the People's War under its lead- which attempted to el.aborate _on the 
two-Im~ ~ggle, w:hat is at stake, the ership and give support to the correct "peace negotiations" I.me commg ou~ 
respo~1bd_1ty and r~le of our ~ove- line and fight the wrong line. If the of the prisons. We.will also re!er .. to 
ment m the fa~ of1t, and the hne of wrong line comes to dominate the another,~ocument signed by the Pns;.. 
app.roaeh. that it llas formulated, are process of revolution in Peru, it will oners of ,the shining tr~nches ~f ~?·rn­
all 1mpartant an~ ~rrec~. . be a serious setback not only for the bat" (for short we will call 1t the 

This struggle rs inextricably linked People's War but also for our Move- prison artiele") as a complementary 
to the development of our Mevement menC' On the other hand if the cor- source for this line2• 

and ~e whole ~urse o~ ~e world pro;.. reef line can win out and' continue to 
letartan revolution This is not only be• determine the course of the Peruvian 
cause the comin~ist ~~vement has revolution, ·it will be a great advance. 
always been an international move- In order to ensure a correct outcome 
ment, but also specifically because of it is essential to develop a two•lin~ 
the role that the PCP and the People's s1rt}ggle, establish what is correct and 

1 The Asumir .article first ap~ared in the 
bourgeoi~ press, so we did not ru1e out 
some dis~¢rtion. But since it has been up­
held by t~e pro;.negotiations line forces, 
we ·will accept it. af face value. 



FiflOI ~nalysis T~ey All· ~pil D.oY{n t_o One: 

- ~qo Tsetµpg 
In ad~tion :to the task of criticiziDg 

the line reflected in .these articles, we 
have looked upo_n this as an opportu­
nity to dig:_.more , deeply into some of 
the imp0rtant questions of revolution 
and deepen our understanding of them 

' ' -
I. IN-PERU.TODAY 

REVOLUTIONARY POLITICS 
MEANS· 

REVOLUTIONARY-WAR 

_ Asumir touches upon many impor­
tant points, lists many correct princi­
ples and tries to addres8 some real fac­
tors In the present situation. Its com-: 
pletely different line on the world situ­
ation· and bureaucrat capitalism than 
what we know to have been the PCP's 
analysis is striking. But the bone mar­
row of this document is its approach 
to the question of revolutionary war­
fare iifgeneral and the People~s War 
in Peru in particular. This exposes its 
distutbirtg nature. : 

Asumir gives us a "new'' reading· of 
Chaitman Mao's theories on war and 
peace; it twists the relationship between 
war and politics and between different 
fonns ofthe·c~ struggle-in order to 
convinee its audience that it is·petmis;;. 
sible to slip back from armed struggle 
to political struggle, with the expressed 
hope ·of "repeating" the People's War 
later. This article claims that the whole 
process of the counter-fe\lOlutionarywar 
has· succeeded and holds that under 
present conditions the People's War can 
at best only be "maintained". The prison 
article takes the line ofAmmirto its logi­
cal conclusion, that the People's .War 

, .. should be terminated; it claimS that in 
order to save the People.'s War from 
complete defeat and the party from col­
~, the PCP should shift back to "poli­
tics Without bloodshed~' and attend to 

2 Translated as "Struggle for a Peace A'c­
cord ~d Lay the Bases fot the Second 
Congressf'\ reprinted by Comite Sol Peru, 
Paris, France.-

the problem of leadership that has been 
created by the· capture of Chainnan 
Gomato and other top leaders. The fight 
for a "peace accord" is mdlllt to fiicili.;. 
tate this''genei'al pull.back", asAsumir 
puts it This is· the· principal aspect of 
the line and program of these docu­
ments~. Other arguments, including 

anny, the police fotce,, the courts, etc.) 
exist to enforce the system of exploita­
tion and oppression, and this reality is 
felt daily by the~ in their millions. 
Further, hiStory has shown again and 
again.that the rulingc~ will use the 
full power of their state to crush the!peo­
plewhenever they feel their :fundamen­
tal interests (their right to rule over the 
people and exploit them) are threatened. 

That is why our great leaders, es­
pecially. Comrade Mao, paid special 
attention to developing the military 
strategy of the proletarian revolution. 

· Asumir's seemingly ~profound analysis 
of the world situation, dubbed the "Gen­
eral ·Political Ebb" (~ing that it is 
strategic and global), serve this aim. We 
alSo beliwe that its analysis of the par­
tial' econoinic growth which is·being ex­
perienced by Peru now is meant to con­
clude· that the material underpinnings 
for continuing the People's War no 
longer exist. ... 

Even if these documents repeat one 
thousand time8 that MLM is univer­
sal or how great the achievements of 
the People's War in Peru are, theirun­
fortunate·nature will not go away~ 

To. emphasize this cardinal question, 
Lenin said, "An oppressed class which 
does not strive to learn to use.arms, to 
acquire arms, only deserves .to be 
treated like slaves." ("Military pro­
gram of the proletarian revolution", )ii. 

cw, v 23, pp. 77.-83) ~ 
The People's War in Peru led by :the 0 

PCP has demonstrated strong support i2 
for this· principle in its practice of '13 0 
years of revolutionary war. O 

' ' 

·THE CENTRALITY OF ARMS -
IN- fULFIWNG THE 

PROLETARIAT'S MISSION·' ,; ECLECTICISM ON THE QUESTION 
OF WAR AND POLITICS 

~ 
~ ... 

Revolutionmy violence is the high- :g 
est fonn of struggle in seizing power;, - Asumir says: "The class struggle is ~ 
this has been a decisive question in 8 great and constant class war directed ~ 
the struggle between Marxism and re- by political leaders. It .has two fonns; 
visionism. ·Not grasping this firmly bloodless ... and bloody. Both are fonns 
will help the revisionists. Revisionism of the great politi.~lwar", 'l><>litics is 
holds that power eould be seized non..: war without bl00dshed,·just as war is 
violently or ·that it can be reformed bit politics with bloodshed"; " ... and if it 
by bit in the· interests of the people, · breaks out, to oppose unjust war with 
and if violence is to be used, it is not just war, whenever possible". "War is 
to destroy the existing state power and initiated and develops according to con­
establish the state (revolutionary die- crete conditions, and as these change, 
tatotship) of the proletariat and the the fonns of struggle must change." 
oppressed, but rathefas one means to Asumir of course. does not refrain 
pressure the existing state to reach an from throwing in some correct state-­
agreement for ·sharing· power:· . ments without elaborating or .showing 

The proletariat.and the people can-· theirconnections to other ones. Forex­
not seii.e p<>Wer .without the use of or- ample,itsays, "Ifthetbstacleisnotcom­
ganized violence, that is, revolutionary pletely swept away, the war·will have to 
war. Because the class enemy rules by continue." The-question is, when is that, 
organized violence_ (the reactioniny and how does this apply today? Does 
state),. this is b'Ue'in both openly dicta- Asumir mean this People's War which 
torial states and in the most "demo- isgoingon,orsomeunknownandnon .. 
cratic" bourgeois republic. The state (the exiStent one? One of the chief charac-
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teristics of eclecticism is to hide its right­
ist nature by throwing some correct 
statements into the pot 

Asumir's statement on war ind 
politics - one bloody, the 9ther blood­
less - is similar in appearance to 
whatC.hairman Mao has said But any 
similarities end right there. In essence, 
the difference is that Comrade Mao is 
stressing the historical and social "De­
cessity of the oppressed class to wage 
its political struggle through revolu­
tionary violence, while Asumir, is try­
ing to undermine this necessity by 
equating the place and value of both 
violent and non-violent forms in the 
struggle of the proletariat to advance 
towards communist ·society. 

Let us look atAsumir's line on war 
and politics up close. 

A. REVOLUTIONARY POLITICS 
MUST BE IN COMMAND OF A 

REVOLUTIONARY WAR 
,, 

11 

In "On Protracted War", ·Comrade 
Mao clearly states that all wars have 
a political· character, and he explains 
the dialectical relationship between 
war and politics. Chairman Mao said: 

.... ~~When politics develops to a certain 
~ stage beyond which it cannot proceed 
~ by the usual means,. war breaks out to 
.... sweep the obstacles from· the way .... 
! But if the obstacle is not completely 
:t swept away, the war will have to con-
0 tinue till the aim is fully accom­.._ 

plished." ("On Protractesf War", "On 
~ War and Politics", SW, v 2, p 153, 
o Foreign Languages Press) 
:t Every war is waged to achieve a 
~ definite political objective and will 

need to continue until this objective 
is achieved. At the same time, the re­
lationship between war and politics is 
highly dynamic - . the two aspects 
constantly interpenetrate and influ­
ence each other. In cla~ struggle, only 
revolutionary palitics could lead to a 
revolutionary .. war, and once it is 
started. only revolutionary politics 
could maintain and develop it as such. 
<;lass ~lla~rationist reformist. poli­
tics will neither ·lead to nor · s'erve a 
revolutionary war. 

From· this interplay between war 
and politics, it fal10ws that the posi­
tion of the. oppressed classes and the 
political objective of a revolutionary 
war-decide the depth and scope of the 
war, how it should be conducted in 
tenns of strategy and tactics, and even 
its macro and micro policies (politi-

cal,_economic,,etc.), man~uvre; ~~r­
mations; and ~o on. For example, 
Comrade Mao pointed out that the 
victory of the anti-Japanese war of re­
sistance was rtot separable from its 
political objective (ta: oust the Jap~7 
nese invaders and form a new China)! 
nor was it separable from·the·general 
directive of perseverance in the war 
of resistance, the united front, mobi­
lizing the whole people, the concept 
that people, not weapons, are decisive, 
and so on. This is crucial to grdSp, 
because. on this basis we should pro­
ceed to examine whetherAsuinir's 
policy of a "peace .accord~·; serves revo­
lutionary war and revolutionary poli­
tics in Peru or is antagonistic to both. 
In short, either reformist policies will 
be renounced by r;evolutionary war or, 
if reformism prevails, .it wiU .bring 
about defeats and finally will tranS­
form the revolutionary nature of th~ 
war. ·From this dynamic relationship 
between war and politics follows· tbe 
great importance of a correct ideologi­
cal, political and military line for reVO~ 
lutionary warfare. The history of our 
class has proven that at times the out­
come of an important two-line strUg­
gle can have a·crucial impact on a 
revolutionary war. 

Looking at the pattern of some 
more recent counter-insurgency stta~­
egies, we can observe that the impen­
alists have been using this interplay 
of war and politics in wearing do\Vll 
the guerilla movements and in finally 
dealing death blows to them: alternat­
ing between striking them militarily, 
and on that basis trying to "mellow 
them down politically", . followed by 
dealing them further military blows. 
Today in Peru, the reactionaries are 
trying to use this same policy. They 
have intensified· theh~ operations 
against the base areas, and they are 
trying hard to turn their success in 
capturing Comrade Gonzalo and deal­
ing other blows to· the party structore 
into a political victoiy in order, in turn, 
to fortify their military plans· .aimed 
against the.People's War. 

B. ASUMIR SAYS BOTH WAR AND 
POUllCS ARE FORMS 

QF THE GREAT POLITICAL WAR 

Mao emphasized that war is the' 
highest form of struggle and that seiz­
ing power through revolutionary vjo­
lence is the central task of the com­
munis_ts everywhere. To elimi~ate 

these ~rucial points, (highest and cen­
tral) in the relationship between the 
two forms of struggle is pure eclecti­
cism, that is, slick opportunism. In the 
dialectical relationship between poli~ 
tics and war, in the overall sense, it is 
politics ·which is the principal C}Spect 
- that is; it is the political ·objective 
of the war which determines the na­
ture and circumstances of the .war, and 
the way that it· should be conducted. 
From here it flows J,Jiat 1>9Iitj~~ should 
command .. the .gun an.d.r1t.he party 
should command the army. But when 
we are talking about tije ID:easures that 
must be ~en by the -proletariat and 
the people to seize power, we mu_s~ µot 
forget that between the two forms of 
struggle (political and armed strug­
gle), anned-struggle i~ JWincipal and 
all other form5 'should serve to pre­
pare it, and whenth~\war is launched, 
they must serve to de\relop it and bring 
it to victory; 
. This principle has been born out of 

objective reality;: not simply oµt of 
anyone's mind. The underlying ba$is 
for this profound truth is that class 
antagonisms throughout the world 
overall have reached a point where 
they can only be solved through war, 
in p~icul~r in the oppressed nations 
where the conditions are generally al:-: 
ready ripe for starting revolutionary 
warfare. This ~basi_s has been further 
strengthened in the era of im~rial­
ism and is continuously being rein­
forced by the very workings of impe­
rialism on a daily basis. The fact that 
the struggles of the oppressed masses 
continuously break into armed strug­
gle is testimony to this truth. The fact 
that the political forces of the revolu­
tionary movemen~ have been slaugh-· 
tered and are ·continuously chased and 
violently suppressed by the reaction­
ary states even before laying their 
hands on a gun·has b®o and is strong 
evidence that revolutionary warfare is 
on the agenda~ The fact that reaction­
aiy states in the oppressed nations rule 
by open· violence against the people 
and utiliz~ short intervals of "open­
ings" and.~'geace" to temporarily calm 
down the oppressed and lure the revo­
lutionaries and their party structures 
into the daylight in order to hunt them 
down even more savagely - and this 
story goes ~n and on - all this cries 
out to say that war is on the agenda, 
and this is fprcing itself to the fore to 
be seen and1~gnize4 and acted upon 
consciously ·by the revolutiQnaries. 



C. DIFFERENT LAWS GOVERN WAR 
AND POLITICS 

Asumir says,' "politics is war with­
out bloodshed, just as war is· politics 
with bloodshed ... both are forms of the 
great political war that is the class 
struggle, and the latter is the develop­
ment of the contradiction between 
revolution and counter- revolution .... " 
"War is initiated and develops acoord­
ing to concrete conditions and as these 
change, the forms of str,uggle must 
change .... " 

We already demonstrated how 
A8umir distorts the relationship be­
tween war· and politics and how it 
muddies the centrality of armed strug­
gle in the struggle of the proletariat 
and the people for emancipation. 
Asufnir also does another thing: it 
treats the two forms of struggle as 
though going over from political 
struggle to war does not constitute a 
leap~ therefore, for Asumir it is possi­
ble and permissible to end . the war 
before the basic contradictions which 
gave rise to it in the first place are re­
solved or considerably mitigated. 

War exists to accomplish political 
goals, and, for revolutionary commu­
nists, this means the seizure of politi­
cal power. But war has its own laws 
of development and its own dynam­
ics. Mao discusses this problem at 
length in "On Protracted War", and 
says that "war has its own particular 
characteristics and in this sense it can­
not be equated With politics in gen­
eral." 

The fundamental law of all wars is 
to preserve one's own force~: and de­
stroy those of the other side. To meet 
this end {preserve-destroy), the hos-

. tile parties in all wars try to use strat­
egy and tactics that are favourable for, 
them and unfavourable for the enemy. 
Mao explained this to the representa­
tive of the PLO in these words: all 
military logic comes down to "you 
fight your way, I'll fight my way." 
(Mao Tsetung Unrehearsed [UK edi­
t1on )/Chairman Mao Talks to the Peo­
ple [US edition), ed Stuart Schram) 

Not only does war have its own 
laws of development and its own dy­
namics, but these laws take particular 
forms in particular contexts. Thus, 
revolutionary war ~s its oWll particu­
lar laws. The fundamental principles 
of war are applied with strategy and 
tactics which are specific to the na-

ture and conditions of the revolution­
ary class and ~ts enemies. For exam­
ple, in revolutionary warfare, relying 
on the masses is the key to victory. 
And in addition to the general laws of 
revolutionary war, in the two types of 
countries (imperialist countries and 
semi-feudal ·semi-colonial countries 
dominated by imperialism) revolu­
tionary warfare has its own particular 
laws. By applying these general laws, 
the particularities of revolutionary war 
in each country must be explored by 
the proletarian party that leads the 
war. 

It was Chairman Mao who in a 
comprehensive way formulated the 
military strategy of the proletariat and 
espeeially the military strategy for the 
oppressed countries. Its cardinal 
points are, briefly: people's war i.~ nec­
essarily protracted; this road follows 
an approach of surrounding the cities 
from the countryside, which gives rise 
to the step by step seizure of power, in 
particular through building rural base 
areas in which the party leads the 
masses of j)easants (principally the 
poor peasants) to exercise political 
power, and from there the red army 
draws its recruits, its supplies and its 
superior intelligence, and is able to 
lure the enemy into an arena of war 
that is more favourable than in the 
white areas. · 

Along with this, Mao's military 
thought contains a treasure hou$e of 
rich tactical doctrines that enable a 
numerically and materially inferior 
force to prolong the wat and in the 
context of a protracted war to chop up 
its enemy by making maximum use 
of the conscious dynamism of its 
troops. and commanders and of other 
tactics such as mobility, flexibility, su­
perior intelligence, and so on. All 
these points have been utilized skil­
fully in 13 years of the MLM-led Peo­
ple's War in.Peru, and the invincibil­
ity of the strategy of people's war has 
once again been proven. 

To go from revolutionary politics 
to revolutionary war requires a quali­
tative leap in the existence of the party 
(this headquarters of the war) and in 
the intensity and scppe of the strug­
gle, as well as a qualitative change in 
the means being used. The specific 
features of war lead to the creation of 
a series of specific organizations and 
methods and.a specific process of war. 
These organizations make up the army 
and all that relates to it. Th'e methods 
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include the strategy and tactics re­
quired for leading the war. 

When war starts, a new life starts. 
It is metaphysical to 3ssume that the 
previous stage can be resurrected and 
replayed. . . 

Once the war starts, 4lllyone who 
wants to get into politics must get en­
gaged in this war and take a stand on 
it. From here on politics is the war· it 
is subjected to cei;tain rules, ruies 
which when neglected will bring about 
the ruin of the party neglecting them. 

PEOPLE"S WAR IS LED TO 
VICTORY THROUGH 
TWISTS AND TURNS 

How does Asumir see the present 
situation of the war going on 'in the 
country and what does it propose? 

"We are facing new problems, re­
solve them by applying Gonzalo 
Thought... fight for the New Decision 
and the New Definition." 

"The principle is not in question. 
The question is its application accord­
in~ to conc~ete conditions (keep in 
nund the experience of the 1960s and 
1970s)." 

"War is initiated and develops ac- ~ 
cording to concrete conditions and as ~ 
these change, the fonns of struggle o 
must change .... 'whenever possible' i2 
also applies to us when we face an tJ 
unjust war as a reply to a just war (in- o 
eluding as a reply to our actions ... )". ;i: 

"Policy to be carried out: 1) No con- 52 
frontations, neutralize and respond .... 
measure for measure .... " -o 

" ... (T)he party is strong in politics, ~ 
bqt we are willing to have it that only ~ 
a few remain; we will be the most 
tested .... " 

"The other hill has the objective 
that... the people'sa war is never re­
peated" [our emphasis - UICS]. 
. "Let us trade a present of uncertain 
possibilities for a future with real and 
certain perspectives." 

"The PCP wants peace, no more re­
pression." 

"Who represents the people in the 
elections? No one .... " 

Even though Asumir does not ex­
plicitly say that at this stage the Peo­
ple's War should be terminate4 it cer­
tainly implies it, especially by saying 
that, "(T)he whole process of the coun­
ter-revolutionary war led it to be suc­
cessful." It is well-known that the goal 
of the counter-revolutionary war is to 
put an end to the People's War. Asumir 
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gives a .clear impression that the Peo­
ple 's War has been defeated, and what 
is left should. be traded for a "future" 
and for the possibility to "repeat"· the 
People's War later, whee-there is a 
"certain perspective"-~ This should be 
done by fighting for the "Great Deci­
sion" - to arrive at a peace with the 
Armed Forces. From the section on 
"Slogans", one can. conclude. that in 
exchange for terminating the J>eople's 
War. the author is asking for "no more 
repression"!. And how does Asumir 
want to use this "no repression" situ­
ation? Asumirds proposing that the 
Party should return to political strug­
gle, which also includes elections! 

The ''prison article" is more explicit 
in calling for.ending the People's War: 
"The Peace Accord that we propo~ ... 
will seIVe.to maintain the ideological, 
political and organizational independ­
ence <Of the party... it is a class 
pledge .... " And the article pledges that 
they will fight "to conclude the war 
which has endured more than 13·<years 
and to establish the peace which has 
become a necessity for the people, the 
natio~ and society." 

In short, in the fuce of the enemy's 
.,_ offensive and the setbacks that the PCP'· 
~ and the People's War have suffered, a 
g? line has emerged ·that claims the Peo­
:: pie's War has been defeated, the con­
~ ditions for canying out the People's 
:ii War· do not exist, the Party should be 
~ saved through a peace accord which 

will lead to terminating the People's 
~ War (acx:eptingformal defeat), winning 
~ a legal position C'no mpre repre$ion") 
~ for the Party in return. 
'CC This line is wrong on many ac-

counts, but we haye focused on the 
main ones, leading us to conclude that 
if this line is put intg practice it will 
have tragic results for the revolution 
in Peru and will be a setback for the 
world proletarian revolution. 

A. "CONCRETE CONDmoN~ AND 
THE PCP's ExPERIENCE OF THE 

1960s AND 1970s 
' ·,? 

Asumir sugge$lS that with fluctua­
tions in "concrete conditions" the pro­
letariat can slip back and forth between 
these two fonns of class struggle. 

Contrary to what Asumir wants to 
imply, war does not ~rupt accordiitg 
to "concrete conditions", by which it 
'means immediate, punctual and sur­
face conditions, but according to the 
deep-rooted structural and detenni-

naiit conditions flowing from strate- ble moment (moment, and not decade) 
gic cpntradictions. HereAsumir talces to start the war (when the government 
acorrectconeept--.Lenin's insistence was chariging hands) was only a tacti­
that ooncrete analysis of conci-ete'con- cal questio~ and it was neither strate­
ditionS is the livif1g soul of Marxism gic nor global. All throughout the two­
~ and reduces it to simple pragffia- line struggle in' the Party, the forces led 
tism in the servi~ of opportunism, as by Comrade Gonzalo had succeeded in 
reformists and revisionists have been struggling for the adoption of.~lu­
doing for decades. tions in . the Central Committee ple-

As far as "concrete conditions''. are nums in favour ofwaging anned strug­
concemed, in the lifetime of a periple's gle - of course, ~e revisionists, in the 
war,, they will change many times, .,arty never let those .resolutioµs mate­
because. in thecourseofwarbothsides riajize. So it is an qutright distortion 
of the war go through transfo~tions. to imply that the PartY did not start the 
Furthermore, the People's War talces war in the 1960s and 1970s because it 
place in .the context of a changing was waiting for "concrete conditions" 
world situation3• Changes in concrete or "whenever possible" ~bje9tive~y. 
conditions.do reqwre a n~w appraisal This goes, against the correct line .:::__ 
of th~ concrete condition5 and ~y re- which .we believ~ the .P<;f firmly ·held 
quire changes in the tactics and strat- and still holds...'.__ that revoltitionary 
egies of conducting the war, but conditions, qevelop .tlinevenly tit the 
Asumir is proposing to stop and start oppressed countries, making it gener­
it each timel ally possible to initiate.the war i~ one 

When Asumir says, "keep in mind or another part of the co~try. We have 
the experience of the 1960s and never seen or heard a summation by· 
1970s", it is trying to get support from the PCP that it was 9bjectively not pos­
the party's history at a time when it sible·:to initiate a revolutionary war 
was not waging armed struggle. during the 1960s and 1970s. The PCP 
Asumir implies that the reason for not never raised disagreements with· Uie 
starting the war during that period was profound truth in the Declaration of 
because the "concrete conditions" had . the Revolutionary Internationalist 
not arisen. "War is initiated and de- Movement that, in the oppressed coun­
velops according to concrete condi- tries o.f Asia, Africa, and Latin 
tions, and as these change, the forms America, a revolutionary situation gen­
of stmggle must change." . erally exists-of course, with ebbs and 

We believe this is a distortion of the flows, and not in a straight line. (see 
PCP's history. We do not think that the Declaration, p. 34 ). When in 1965 the 
PCP had waited for some "concrete 'MIR(afocoistpro-Cubagroup)started 
conditions" to arise to start the war .. It a kind of armed struggl~. in Pe~ the 
had waited mainly for restructuring the previous leadership of the PCP ooii:. 
party through two-liJle struggle and demned it as adventuriSt; but summing 
preparing it ideologically, politically up those years, Chairman Gonzalo af­
and organizationally. Objectively, the firmed that if the proletariat does not 
contradictions based on which the PW lead the armed struggJe, others will~ 
started ·had been ripe for a long time, and that it is not enough just to con­
and the concrete.manifestation of this demn such forces for their mistakes, 
was the struggles of the peasants and we have to take up our responsibility. 
other sections of the masses in the ··re-
gion where the PW was initiated, and B. PROBLEMS SHOULD BE SOLVED IN 
even beyond. Choosing the best possi- THE MIDST OF WAR 

.3 Interestingly, Asumir tries to use the 
dramatic changes in the world situation 
in the service of its implied programme of 
ending the People's War. We will look into 
this later. But we ·should emphasize that 
these changes in the "eortcrete conditions" 
have not led to a change in the contradic­
tions between the pe·ople and the three 
mountains Of imperialism, feudalism and 
bureaucrat capitalism, which are the ba­
sis on which the PW has been· initiated 
and developed. 

Let us take a brief' look at how the 1 

revolution and counter-revolution 
have oonfronted" each other since the 
beginm,ng of the People's War in Peru, 
and especially during difficult periods 
in the life of this war. 

The begi,nning was modest, almost 
without. arms. Based on a correct strat­
egy and tactics, with a correct ap­
praisal .of the situation, plans were 
drawn ,.µp to "initiate" the People's 
War. ~ initially weak fire grew to be-



come great, turbulent, raging fires 
through protracted war. This was an 
extremely important achievement for 
the proletariat and the oppressed in 
Peru and worldwide. What did the 
counter-revolution do in the face of the 
People's War in Peru? They opened 
up their hell and let loose their de­
mons, plagues and horsemen of the 
apocalypse against it. 

First they tried to minimize the 
problem. They sent in th~.ir police 
force; and they committed tremendous 
crimes against the people, but suffered 
humiliating defeats, while the first 
People's Committees arose. In the face 
of the advance of the new state power, 
the regime sent in the Armed Forces 
- the backbone of the state. A state 
of emergency was imposed at various 
times, putting millions of people un­
der military authority. This was a new 
situation in the war. The Party had to 
analyze the new situation and solve 
the problems. The Armed Forces be­
gan to implement the policy of pitting 
the masses against each other by form­
ing vigilante bands and unleashing 
white terror in the countryside. When 
this failed to check the People's War, 
they resorted to the most evil crimes. 
They began to wipe out the peasants 
along with their communities and 
small towns in Ayacucho. In 1984 this 
genocide reached its height. 

The regime trumpeted that the Peo­
ple's War had been smashed or held 
back. "Senderologists", opportunists, 
and even some vacillating revolution­
aries said it was impossible for the Peo­
ple's War to sustain its bastion in those 
three states which were wider assault, 
and they proposed that the revolution­
ary forces leave those areas and come 
back later at an "opportune moment''. 
But the PCP said, "we are convinced 
of the great truth of what Chairman 
Mao said about how an area should not 
be abandoned until it has been repeat­
edly proven impossible to defend." 
("Develop People's War", PCP CC, 
1986 inAWTW8 and 9) The People's 
War proved to be superior to the en­
emy's strategy and savagery. The Peo­
ple 's Guerrilla Army. and the masses 
under the leadership of the PCP proved 
to be capable of confronting persistent 
offensives and genocides. 1983 and 
1984 were years of struggle centring 
around restoration and counter-resto­
ration, that is, counter-revolutionary 
war to smash the new political power 
and to restore the old, and revolution-
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ary war to defend, develop and build Maoist ideological and political line. 
the newly rising people's power. This It becomes a strategic orientation for 
was only possible through the Peoples people's war once. it is ~aunched. 
Guerrilla Army waging a series of 
hard-fought contests against the reac­
tionary Armed Forces. The People's 
War developed unevenly, that is, it was 
marked With fluidity, with restorations 

C. THE PEOPlES WAR IS FAR FROM 
OVER. PARTIAL DEFEAT IS NOT 

ABSOLUTE 'DEFEAT 

and counter-restorations, retreats and Asumir'sclaim that thewholeproc­
advances, and consolidations and ex- ess of counter-revolutionary war has 
pansions. succeeded is, to be polite, wifounded. 

In the course of these years, the Don't count chi.ckens before· they 
PGA under the leadership of the PCP hatch. Even the "Senderologists" and 
came to grips with the laws govern- Yankee analysts do not .make such a 
ing these encounters, became steeled claim of success; and if this were the 
and spread roots among the masses. case, wliy is the reactionary Fujimori 
At each step of its development the making desperate noise5 about this 
People's Warwas guidedbyplans that ''peace" business, trying to use it for 
we~ .based on an appraisal of the two "pacification"? Against whom is he 
sides, the "two hills" of the war. Each launching the "1:-ittle Vietnam" opera­
plan had defined political .and mill- tion? Why are they bombing the vil­
tary objectives and dealt with the prob- lages, why are they desperately kid­
lems of the consolidation and advance napping students and Jawyers and kill­
of the war. ing them? How can anyone deny the 

As the People's War advanced, the resounding operations of the People's 
US imperialists stepped up their hid- .War, even under the most difficult cir-
den intervention in the form of more cumstances, carried out under the 
aid to the Armed Forces, setting up leadership of the PCP CC? We think 
bases and so on, as well as preparing the capture of Chairman Gonz.alo and 
public opinion under-the pretext of the other leaders and cadres of the PCP 
"war on drugs". But the US did not and the blows to the Party structures )Ii. 

intervene openly. They continued with have been a setback for the People's ~ 
their "low intensity warfare", one ob- War, but h9wever great that setback o 
jective of which was to cut the head was, it cannot negate the whole proc- ::06 off the People's War through utiliz- essofthePeople'sWar. It failed to deal 
ing complicated covert activities. the death blow to the People's War. It o 

In 1990, they clearly saw the Peo- is extremely difficult for the enemy to ~ 
pthreale's ,ytaruass· a "n.aalist~onalthsecurity brootMaout ~ 13;year-oThil~peophasle's war led ;e 

t to nnpen m; ey came if a otst .iorce. s been a pro- ..,. 
up with elaborate plans to restructure found People's War reflecting the "O 

and tighten up the Peruvian state's re- masses' deep class hatred and .their <R 
pressive institutions in order to carry OA yearning for liberation led by a thor- ~ 
out an all-round suppression cam- oughgoing proletarian force. And the 
paign. This campaign resulted in vie- People's War has many favourable fac­
tories for the enemy: most importantly, tors in reserve to .:use in order to beat 
the capture of Chairman Gonzalo and back this offenS'ive, defend itself, and 
the blows to the Party's structure. This on that basis develop. 
was the most important military vie.. For example, in Peru today there is 
tory that the old state achieved in its . an aroused peasantry. This is an un­
counter-revolutionary war against the deniable military factor that the Pe­
People's War. But what is to~ done? ruvian regime and its Yankee boss 
It has never been smooth satbng for cannot afford to overlook. This 
the People's War in Peru. In 13 years aroused peasantry and people have 
it has. confronted difficulties, twists turned into a material force for peo­
and turns and new situations. But all pie's war. The PCP has been success­
were looked at and solved in the con- ful in arousing the women to break 
text of defencling and devel~ping the their chains and join the revolution; 
People's War. In short, everything was it has been able to incorporate a great 
solved ~d built around the centre of number of w.omen fighters into all lev­
combat guided by correct strategy and els and aspects of the People's War. 
ta~cs plus tenacity, striving and giv- The PCP has also succeeded in mobi­
ing blood. This kind of~~entatio!l <:3Il lizing impressive sections of 
only flow from a ~st-Lerurust- Continued on page 66 
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The People's War in Peru bas o R · d Fl 
shown a resiliency, a flexibility in the . . \ lJ r e a g 
face of difficulties, an ability to ov~r-
come problems and a selfless revolu-
tionary stubbornness that has shocked 
the reaction almost as much as the 
apparent prospect of imminent revo-
lutionary victory did a few years ago. 
This is all the more inspiring to the 
masses around the world given the 
serious blows that the Communist 
Part)' of Peru (PCP) has confronted 
and has been striving to overcome in 
the past period. 

The most important factor is the 
firm stand taken by the Central Com­
mittee of the PCP. Under their leader­
ship, the Party members, the combat­
ants in the People's Liberation Army 
it leads and the people who follow the 
Party, including the many thousands 
of peasants and others who exercise 
revolutionary political power in the 
base areas, will never willingly give 
up their guns or their power and are 
determined to fight on until nation­
wide victory. One important source of 
that stubbornness is their understand­
ing of the role of the People's War in 
Peru as standard-bearer of the red flag 

- of the world revolution, and of the in­
~ temational support that it rightfully 
~ enjoys for that reason. Never before e: has that international support been so 
~ strongly felt as it is today in Peru -
§E and never before has it been as 
2 necessary. 

The capture of Chairman Gonzalo 
S on 12 September 1992 was a cruel 2 blow. But on 24 September 1992, from 
::io a cage where the regime had hoped to 
~ humiliate him before the media, 

Chairman Gonzalo gave a speech that 
was heard literally around the world. 
Most importantly and memorably, he 
proclaimed that his imprisonment was 
"merely a bend in the road". 

A RIGHT OPPORTUNIST LINE ~sants and guerrillas ot an open People's Comrmtee. 
EMERGES 

THE CRUELEST CUT 

Another serious blow came a year 
later, not from the strength of the re­
action but from the emergence of a 
capitulationist line within the PCP's 
own ranks. This line became the main 
disorganizing factor, especially in the 
capital and other cities, and created a 
climate in which many people rose to 
the occasion and were tempered, while 
some others lost their bearings. 

On 1 October 1993, at the United 
Nations in New York, Peruvian Presi­
dent Alberto Fujimori read a letter that 
he attributed to Chairman Gonzalo, 
calling for "conversations to end the 
war". He claimed that a second and 
third letter by Chairman Gonzalo also 
existed. 

The PCP Central Committee put 
out a Declaration on 7 October 1993, 
on the occasion of the anniversary of 
the Party's original founding in 1928 
(See page 18). It warned that the gov-

emment would resort to any means 
necessary to win a pending referen­
dum scheduled to legitimize 
Fujimori 's coup, including by using a 
hoax to discredit Chairman Gonzalo 
and promote capitulation, as part of 
government psychological warfare ?P­
erations and the overall U.S. doctnne 
of low-intensity warfare. Without ar­
guing against conversations or nego­
tiations in the abstract, it unequivo­
cally declared that the Party would 
never abandon the People's War. 
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Is Still Flying in Peru! 

Later the regime released another 
letter signed by several CC members 
an<l, other prominent imprisoned Party 
members as well. It called for vigi­
lance against "provocations" by -Party 
members opposed to these conversa­
tions and demanded that such people 
be "exposed", by implication, to the 
enemy. Along with this statement, the 
regime circulated a photograph of the 
purported signatories together with 
Chairman Gonzalo and Elena 
lparraguirre (Comrade Miriam, said 

to be a member of the Party's highest 
leadership.) It was made into a leaf­
let, thrown from Armed Forces heli­
copters into the air over shan~owns 
in the cities and battle zones m· the 
countryside, with a headline proclaim­
ing "Your leaders have given up, so 
you should too." 

The regime's claim that these com­
munications came from Chairman 
Gonzalo himself was - and contin­
ues to be - in obvious contr~diction 
with the continuing total isolation it 

,, 

has imposed on him. This isolation 
makes it impossible to verify whether 
or not it is just a complete fabrication, 
or exactly what Chairman Gonzalo's 
thinking is. It has also made it impos­
sible for Chairman Gonzalo to func­
tion as part of the Party's chain of in­
formation and collectivity that had 
served as the basis for his leadership. 
Supporters of the People's War and 
progressive people all over the world 
have responded to this situation by 
continuing the campaign to defend his 
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life, and ~eppi~g up ~4~r ~ffo~·~fo.,,:::-.Jwil*1iflgofthe.Pw{t and~.P~,J?Js1's~ ... no:w~co-n:~~tut¥fl~ ~d~l%en ~J:~it~ 
break the isolation. FuJirliofrs Qftebt=~~ agT~tlili basic pr~ptsl>~ '~.m6'stj delwous~tft~regi_I1Je11has ~~v. ef 
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the Peruvian presidept told a Brazil- concocted by the enemy and it has won logical line they are carrying out. The 
ian TV reporter that, considering the adherents from the Party's ranks, the present leadership have already 
conditions of confinement, he ex- active support of the enemy is an in- proved more than "competent" 
pected Chairman Gonzalo to die dispensable condition of this line, and enough to have determined that the 
"Withffi. ~ee.y~~':'{rom his psoria- it leads not only to capitu1ation but col- People's War must be sustained and 
sis~· a .disease that is)1~ot lif~~tb.reaten- laboration with the enemy. advanced, and that those "veterans" 
ing.With proper; '.$edical .treatment. Asumir asserts that revolution in or anyone else who calls for its aban-
--------'-----.........- the world has entered·a stage of ebb, a donment are going against the inter-

f AKE "HISTORICAL BREADTtr claim whose refutation i.$ beyond the ests of the people. 
scope of this article (forRIM's views, The crintention that "leadership is 

The content ~fthe proposed~~ ~ee "On ·the World Situation" in decisiv~" is wrong when what is meant 
accords was tp ·become increa8~giy ... _A WTW 1995/20). But this .is si~ply is that iil~yiduals and not line is de­
clear_. in the comhig mon~·8$.-dOCU~· ·.~eant to justify.a coiriplet¢ reversal cisive. -There is more than a little 
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tify the claim that tpe People.~ War . : to Asumir, "tlie bureaucrat rood has tiations front.the pOint of view of the. 
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because of the danger that the Party an end to semi-feudalism, with the im- had proposed negotiati~ns dunng,the .. 
would be wiped OU:t. (Reprinted o~ · plication that· there is no longer any revoluti<?~ ~~~·'that ~ese in~re~ · · 
page 60. See the articl~ by the Union. need for New Democratic Revolution. meant mamtammg the revoluttonary 

.,... of Iran Coinmunists [Sarbedaran] The conclusion is, firstly,' that the- anny and·the ~' revol~onary po- · 
~ s.tarting on: ~ge 28 for a detailed growth of bureaucrat capitalism ~s Jitical power. WJ:ril~ Marxists c~ and 
~ analysis of this' thonlughly reaction- made it impossjble for the peasant war have ~ negotia~ons and other tac­
~ ary document. }However, all the false now being led by the Party to continue, tics in th~ revolutionary stt:uggle, no 
.;e pomposity of Asupiir's fake '.'histori- and,·~ndly, thatbureauaatcapital- tactic.¢an replace the Marxist cen~ 
i ad breadth'\and :real pessimism and ism will inevitably collapse amidst task - to ~ize revolutionary political e cowardice was Il1adevery clear in the general crisis in the'coming deeades, powerthroughrevolutionarywarasthe 

"11 point programgie" (~ page 64) niaking the protracted warfare led by first.and necessary step on the road to­
~ that prison.offic;ial' p¢rmitted pro-ne- the Party unnece$s8ry.and the Wµigers wards con$tunism. There is no other 
o gotiati9ilS Prisoner$' .family piembers . · not worth the risk. .. · · way that the oppressed can transform 
.~ to bring out along With ,As,umir. The · In addition to . this: contention the :wtjrld in theirimage, and any other 
~ esse~ofthi~"peiace·plan'~·~thebot- · 'dressed in the garb of''thooretical" path.can'only lead to accommodation 

tom line ·of this lin¢ ~ is, an: offer to assertions about the objeetive condi- with ·;tite old world that defends itself 
dis~d the revolll~9nafy af.my, dis- tions;· Asumir· atso bases itself' oil the with the most brutal reactionary vio­
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canying out armed acti9ns against the 
elections and calling fOr what proved 
to be a widely suppo~ed electoral boy­
cott, should liave participated in that 
farce. It should also be nq surprise that 
by the. time of the April 1995 presi­
dential elections, representatives. of 
·this line abroad were brought by lim­
ousine to tfle Pe~vian embassy to 
publicly cast their ballots for Fujimori. 
This is the result of a line that argues 
that "the People's War cann9t advance 
but only maintain itself and that en­
tails growing dangers". 

THE FEBRUARY, 
1994 CC MEETING 

In February 1994, at an historic CC 
meeting held in a. revolutioruuy base 
area, the Party concluded that a Right 
Opportunist Line (in Spanish, LOO) 
had emerged from within its ranks. It 
reaffirmed the basic line developed 
under Chairman Gonzalo and put for­
ward in the Party's First Congress held 
in 1988-1989. It said that the Party 
could never go against these principles 
and that no one could be a P-arty mem­
ber who did not accept the basic line of 
the Party as formulated in these Con­
gress documents. It declared that al­
though the "evil grouplcet" ofLOD ring­
leaders had "placed themselves outside 
the Party" by their own s~d and ac­
tions, the struggle against the LOD had 
to continue and be "raiSed to the level 
of a' line struggJe~' in order to sweep 
away a line and wrong ideas that stood 
in the way of the revolution's triumph. 
(See page 20.) · 

Actually, as the PCP ~yzes, this 
struggle had already broken out in the 
Party even before Chainnan Gonz.alo 's 
capture, in the face. of the .Qbjective 
necessity that the revolution take a 
qualitative leap. The veryprogress'tl1e 
People's War haa made posed the 
question of moving forward toward 
country-wide victory. Meanwhile, the 
enemy continued to attack the Party 
in different ways and, most impor­
tantly,' was able to capture Chairman 
Gonzalo and some other Party lead­
ers. All this had the effect of focusing 
up a line struggle whose roots go back 
much further. 

The LOD has features in common 
(including some common adherents) 
with the two-line struggle about 
whether or not it ·was possible to go for­
ward that had broken out Within the 
Central Committee on the eve of the 

launching Or th~ People's War. While 
this' question· was settled decisively at 
that time - through organizational 
measures as well as by the development 
of the People's War itself - it is ~e 
nature of two-line struggle in all par­
ties that it develops in waves, with ebbs 
and flows; as well as twists and turns. 
It' exists constantly, but undergoes a 
qualitative leap into open antagonism 
at certain key points, in conjunction 
with decisive moments and turning 
points in the class struggle in society 
as a whole, which pose new questions 
or give renewed life to old questions. 

At its February 1994 meeting, the 
PCP Central Committee said, ''It is 
necessary to· _go deeply into the ante­
cedents, pr<>cess and current situation 
in order to define the current level of 
struggle throughout the Party." This 
means examining the objective situa­
tion in whiqh the LOD emerged and 
the various series of political problems 
that arose in this COJ!text and posed 
questions regarding the road of the 
Penlvian revolution itself. 
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umphant People's Republic pf Peru, 
it was inevitable that the Peruvian rul­
ing classes would react with all the 
desperate fury of cornered beasts, and 
that imperiali~ too, would bring into 
play more of its deadly resources. 
. . The possibility of a full-scale U.S. 
invasion was openly discussed in the 
v.s. Congress in the early 1990s. But 
the U.S. sought to avoid "another 
Vietnam'' by focusing its intervention 
on low-intensity warfare and espe­
cially counterintelligence. Starting in 
1988, the U~S. encouraged and as­
sisted the formation of a unit called 
the GEIN (Special Intelligence Group) 
whose specific mission was to hunt 
·down the top PCP leadership. 

Constant squabbling and conflicts 
within Peru's ruling classes had 
proved to be a serious obstacle to the 
prosecution of the reactionary war. On 
5 Appl 1992, Fujimori carried out a 
mi!itary coup against the parliament 
and courts in an effort to unite the 
various factions by force m,d imple­
ment centralism under bayonets. In 
doing this, he had the backing of the 

BACKGROUND TO TODA Y"S United States, including the approv-
TWO-LINE STRUGGLE ing presence of the U.S. ambassador 

THE OBJECTIVE SnuATION 
at the time of the coup, and a level of )ii. 

financial and military support that o~ 
continues to be by far the highest in 

· By mid~ 1992, the a~ancing '.Peo- South America. The naked repression i!! 
pie's War launched 12 years earlier Fujimori unsheathed, the measures t1 
had brought the cow.itry to a rolling taken to restore conditi_ons for profit- a 
boil. The Party analyzed that the Peo- able foreign investment, by plunging ;e 
pie's War had entered the Stag<f of stra- many millions 'of people deeper into 52 
tegic equilibrium. In this stage, the hl)llger, and the campaign to decapi- ...­
PCP held, the _revolution would go all- tate the Party leading the masses, all -o 
out to prepare for a strategic offensive ser\red one· common purpose: to en- ~ 
and the reaction woµld go all-out to ··sure that Peru. did not.slip out of the ~ 
recover its lost positions. The guer- clutches of imperialism. · 
rilla 8rrny was de\ieloping mobile war- Fujimori sought to resolve contra­
fare (larger, better'.'"arrned units in dictions betweeq the police and Armed 
more highly coordinated, larger-scale Forces by putting the police under 
actions) and stepping up preparations Armed Forces leadership. Having 
for insurrection in the cities. The Par- · brought the prisons under direct mili­
ty's centre of gravity remained in the tarY control, on 6 May Fujimori un­
countryside, where Open People's leashed his troops to massacre Party 
Committees had flourished since leaders held in Canto Grande prison. 
1990 but the urban masses of poor U:'S. intervention stepped up and cli~ 
were' acquiring armed. strength in maxed in the 12Sept~mber1992 cap­
preparation for the ti~ battle !or the tore of PCP Chairman .Gonzalo. 
country's liberation. At that pomt, the 
Party held, the centre of gravity would 
shift to the cities .. In the shantytown 
ofRaucana, seeds of a Whole new kind 
of society ruled by. the workers and 
peasants and based on cooperation 
sprouted only five ~lometers from the 
Lima presi<Jential pala~. 

Faced with the prospect of a· tri-

EVENTS POSE OLD 
AND NEW QUESTIONS 

Events themselves were posing the 
question of the stage and main tasks 
of the revolution. The PCP held that 
the principal contradiction in Peruvian 
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society was between the masses ofpeo- to lead and win the New Democratic 
pie and semi-feudalism, but that this Revolution. After nationwide victory 
contradiction would shift tQ one be- in the New Democratic Revolution, it 
tween the Peruvian people and-a mas- is the alliante with the peasants, and 
sive foreign invasion, either by the especially ihe poor peasants, who in 
U.S. directly.or acting"through Peru's Peru as in most ~ppressed countries 
neighbours, wh~ther this came before make up the majority, that allows the 
ot .. after the nationwide seizure of _proletariat to go over to and persist in 
power. . socialist revolution and move forward 

In his cage spee~h, Chairman towards communism. 
Gonzalo called for the Party to .organ:.. · As the' 1993 RIM document Long 
ize a People's Li~ration F.font and Live Marxism-Leninism-Maoism/put 
turn the People's Guerrilla Anny into it, the revolutionary road Mao charted 
a People's Liberation Anny, an ap- for the countries dominated by impe­
proach discussed at the Third Plenum rialism is _''protracted People's War, 
of the Party's Central Conimittee ear~ surrounding the cities from the coun­
lier that year. The CC ·.would later tryside, with armed struggle as the 
write in an August 1993 document main form of struggle and the army 
that this did not Ill:~ that the princi- led by the Party as the main form of 
pal contradiction in the country had organization of the masses, mobiliz­
changed, since U.S. intervention was ing the peasantry, principally the poor 
still occurring mainly - thpugh not peasants, carrying out the agrarian 
exclusively - through the Peruvian revolution, building a united front 
Armed Forces, but rather that the in- under the leadership_ ofth_e Commu­
creasing polarization of society i~lf nist Party to carry out the New Demo­
would allow the Party to form a cratic Revolution against imperialism; 
broader united front, with a more ac- feudalism and bureaucrat capitalism 
tive role for the national bourgeoisie and establishing the joint dictatorship 
(that section of the bourgeoisie whose of the revolutionary classes led by the 
development is blocked by imperial- proletariat as the necessmy prelude to 

.... ism and semi-feudalism, including·· the s<>cialist revolution which must 
~ capitalist rich peasants). Proponents immediately follow the victory of the t of the LOD, however, argued that the first stage of the revolution." The Dec­
.... peasant war had come to an end, that laration which serves as the founding 
! the centre of grayity of the Party's document of RIM points out that the 
:t work had shift~ to the cities, and that negation of the~ points has long been 
0 "Peruvian society as a whole", specifi- a . hallmark of revisionism in such ... . 

cally, the two sides in the civil war, countries. The LOD's approach adds 
~ had to come together to "save the Re- up to a one-stage, urban-centred view 
o public" from dismemberment at the of the revolution in Peru that is very 
:t hands of a U.S. imperialism that was similar to the "traditional" revision­
~ seen as somehow external to this situ- ist views that once domiilated the PCP 

ation. In this view, the fundamental and that Chairman Gonzalo led the 
alliance of the proletariat and the peas- struggle against in rebuilding the 
antry that had sel'Ved ·as the comer- Party in the 1960s and 1970s. This is 
stone of Qie revolutionary United front true ofboth the ''parliamentarist" and 
should be replaced by an allian~ with "Guevarist" variants of revisionism 
!he regime through which imperial- (the latter, as represented today in P,eru 
ism rules Peru - a regime which is by the Tupac Amaro Revolutionary 
itselftbeforemostrepresentativeofthe Movement [MRTA], for example, 
syst~m of subq~dinat~ capitalism ~d sometimes envisions the countryside 
perst~e~~ senu-~eu~sm upon which as the main theatre of revolutionary 
.1mpe~alist donunation rests. warfare but does not see the peasants 

Mao.devel~ped ~e ~derstanding as its main protagonistS). 
that ~tio.nal libe~ation m oppressed · During the PCP's First Congress~ 
~tries ts es~~ti~y a peasant qu(S- held during 1988-89, an extremely 
tion. The mobd.iz.a~on of the peasants important issue arose. After discus­
under the l~~rship of the .. Party by sioµ, the Congress resolved that· the 
~eans of agrarian revolution is in no inost important point of what the PCP 
}Vay a threat to .the Party's ability to cans Goni.alo Thought, "a product of 
lead a broad umted front against th~ th~ application of the universal ideol­
country'~ domination. Rat!te~ it i~ t!'e ogy of th~ international proletariat to 
very basis of the proletariats ab1bty the concrete conditions of [the Peru-

vian] revolution", as that meeting de­
fined it, is the recognition of Maoism 
as a third and higher stage of Marx­
is~ as opp0sed .to the contention that 
the mostimportant point was the the­
sis of the militarization of the. Party. 
The development of this understand;. 
ing represented a far-reacliing ad­
vance in demarcating with the view 
that would reduce Maoism to its mili­
tary dimension. 

That Congress was also the occa­
siOn for struggle against tendencies to 
negate the botitgeois-democratic stage 
of the revolution~ One form such ten­
dencies took was negating the need for 
the peasants to· free themselves and 
smash feudal barriers to progr(Ss, and 
thus refusing to implement the basic 
slogan "land to the ».lier": Another 
was to make an. abs6lute separation 
between the New Democratic Revo­
lution and the immediate passage to 
socialist revolution by advocating "in­
terrupted revolution". 

Documents of the Central Com­
mittee's Third Plenum, held during 
the first half.of 1992, speak once again 
of tendencies to negate the existence 
of semi-feudalism and the need to mo-

. bili.Ze\·the peasants against it. Among 
other ways, this manifested· itself in 
practfoe in the position that land 
seized from the landlords should not 
be turned over to the peasants. Such.a 
move would have meant the risk that 
local Party leaders ~ould t~e the 
place of the landlords instead of lead­
ing the peasants themselves to over­
throw semi-feudal relations. 

In its third session, in 1989, the 
Congress called for fighting revision­
ism as the main danger. The PCP CC's 
Second Plenum, held in-the latter part 
of 1991 and early 1992, issued a warn­
ing to fight capitulationism and called 
for learning from the campaign con­
ducted during China's Cultural Revo­
lution to criticize the Chinese classi­
cal novel Water Margin. The novel's 
hero leads the peasants in an uprising . 
against the emperor's conupt officials 
but finally turns agafost those who 
want to· go "too far" and oppose the 
system'.itself. Instead, he ends up ac­
cepting the emperor's call for amnesty 
and for. enlisting the rebel troops in 
the imperial army. . 

TheLOD 's negation of peasant war 
is a ba$,c pillar of its ~capitulationist 
line, e~ctly because that is the war the 
Party iS· leading. It was inevitable that 
the twcHiine struggle today, like the 



two-line struggle of 1979, would even­
tually focus on the war itself, since this 
is the Party's main task. 

FROM BOURGEOIS DEMOCRATS 
TO BUREAUCRAT-CAPITALIST 

RO ADE RS 

The emergence of the LOD with 
the call for peace negotiations repre­
sented a qualitative leap from wrong 
tendencies previously existing, in the 
Party to a complete political arid ideo­
logical line in antagonistic opposition 
to that of the P.arty. Coupled with this 
was the. mounting of an organized 
"evil grouplet" operating in open op­
position to the Party's highest lead­
ing body, its Central Committee. 

The advanc,e of the People's War 
and the difficulties it has encountered 
have conditioned the form that this 
LOD has taken, but these were the 
external conditions, not the internal 
cause, of this development. Mao 
taught that two-line struggle within 
the party is a reflection of the strug­
gle between classes in society overall. 

The negation of the revolution's 
democratic tasks - and especially 
the opposition to peasant war - can 
represent the interests and outlook of 
bourgeois or petit-bourgeois forces 
who oppose the restrictions imperi­
alist domination places on them but 
are reluctant to accept a society ruled 
by the workers and peasants. In the 
long run, New Democracy and scicial­
ism represent liberation for them too, 
since in the real world there is rio vi­
able alternative to the dictatorship of 
the reactionary classes aligned with 
imperialism other than the· dictator­
ship of the revolutio.nary classes led 
by the proletariat. But some people 
whose outlook reflects or is influ­
enced by those classes may "get on. 
the bus" of revolution, only to seek 
to get off when it passes their "stop" 
-when they feel it impossible or un­
desirable, whether in circumstances 
of difficulty or of victory, to accept 
the proletariat's line of relying on the 
poorest and most oppressed of the 
masses and above all the poor peas­
ants to go through the interlinked 
stages necessary to thoroughly abol­
ish the old society. This phenomenron 
of"bourgeois democrats turning into 
capitalist roaders" was seen - and 
combatted- in Mao's China as well, 
during the Cultw.'al Revolution, when 
some long-standing Party leaders (i~-

eluding Deng Xiaoping) became rep­
resentatives of those who opposed 
deepening the socialist revolution 
and sought to drag China down a dif­
ferent road, that of the restoration of 
capitalism. The LOD are not capital­
ist roaders in exactly that sense, but 
they certainly are advocates of the 
bureaucrat capitalist road. 

TWO ROADS 

.. So MUCH SACRIFICE 
FOR NOTHING'? .. 

Even without accepting the re­
gime's claims about the stand of every 
specific Party leader in prison, it is 
clear that what the CC correctly em­
phasizes is only a handful of people 
have turned against the revolution. It 
also seems that this handful h3S been 
able to confuse some and win over oth­
ers, especially in the prisons where 
they have the collaboration of the au­
thorities. There have been several con­
tradictory reports in Peru's reaction­
ary press about the number of prison­
ers who have signed a statement in 
support of the proposed·"peace nego­
tiations". It· seems that several hun­
dred have done so, especially in Canto 
Grande, where the authorities have 
transferred pro-LOD leaders from 
other prisons and given them the nec­
essary freedom of movement, while 
the revolutionary line is suppressed 
and many prisoners may know very 
little about it. The mother of one slain 
revolutic;mary son visited her ctaugh­
ter in Canto Grande. When the mother 
was told about the LOD, she cried, 
"Has there been so much sacrifice for 
nothjngT' The police promptly threw 
her out. Even in Canto Grande, how­
ever, there are apparently substantial 
numbers of prisoners who have re­
fused to sign, which is even more sig­
nificant given the pressure on pro-CC 
prisoners and efforts to make th~ pris­
oners of war believe that Chairman 
Gonzalo is behind the call for nego­
tiations. 

Outside of the prisons, the LOD 
has failed to organize a rival. party, 
despite its efforts. But while some 
LOD leaders might dream of build­
ing a legal party apparatus to fool 
some people and use it as capital to 
serve themselves, the LOD doesn't 
have to succeed in this to serve the 
interests ofthe counterrevolution. 
Many of those arrested in the course 
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of 1994 were followers of the LOD or 
influenced by it. At least in some 
cases, it seems that these arrests were 
due to disputes be~n the govern­
ment's intelligence services. One clear 
manifestation of how the regime is 
manipulating the situation came in 
mid-1994, when it boasted that it had 
captured a series of important pro-CC 
cadre. When these prisoners were pre­
sented to the press, they could actu­
ally be heard chanting pro-peace ne­
gotiations slogans. According to re­
ports, these people were in fact either 
pro-LOD or people influenced and 
demoralized by that line. 

In other words, during a first phase 
one important effect of the LOD was 
to demoralize and demobilize its ad­
herents and those influenced by it. 
This often led to arrest because 
capitulationist views had taken the 
form of underestimating the vicious­
ness of the enemy and failing to act 
according to the ·necessities of 
clandestinity. But soon this was lead­
ing to another form of capitulationism: 
the open co~~boration with the enemy 
that leading LOD figures had 
practiced since the beginning and that 
the enemy demanded as the price for :... 
avoiding life imprisonment, torture or o~ 
death. This line has it own logic, and 
the enemy is more than willing to en- ~ 
force it.· Once embarked upon, those 0 
caught up by this line find themselves O 
trapped in a vicious cycle from, which ~ 
there is no easy escape. i ... 
Two-LINE STRUGGLE DECISIVE :g 

~ 
-· Part of the LOD's approach was ~ 

to "democratically" and disingenu­
ously demand that the People's War 
stop for a debate, in which everything 
would be debatable~ including the col-
our of the Party itself. Such people 
. have little to do but write documents, 
while the CC must lead the war and 
wage two-line struggle in that context. 
The Party members, fighters, the 
masses who live in the base areas, and 
so on have been informed about this 
struggle, studied documents and taken 
a stand for the CC's position. This 
two-line struggle is vital, not only for 
defeating the LOD 's attempts to hi­
jack the Party, against which th<; CC 
has dealt a resollllding blow, but also 
to raise the level of Understanding and 
unity ~o that required by the situation. 

It has to be grasped that once a 
people's war has been launched, there 
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is no turning back. The reactionary 
anned forces and the regime will not 
allow it. This can be seen most clearly 

- in the countryside, where the peasants 
~ are "caught between two fires" in a 
~ way very different to what is imagined 
~ by those who use this term to argue 
;z that the Armed Forces and the revo­
~ lution are equally bad. It is dangerous 

0 to support the People's War even in 
.._ the smallest way, such as, for instance, 
Q feeding passing guerrilla fighters, let 
~ alone taking up arms against the gov­
~ errunent. Tens of thousands of peas­
< ants have died for their real or sus-

pected support. But even in cases 
where the peasants of a particular vil­
lage or area might not actively aid the 
People's War, then the Armed Forces 
still come in and force them to act 
against the revolution and their own 
interests - and may torture and kill 
them anyway out of distrust and ha­
tred for the exploited. Caught between 
the "fire" of the enemy directed 
against the revolution and the "fire" 
of everyday exploitation and oppres­
sion, the poorest in society find that 
revolution is the only way out. A few 
renegades may possibly be allowed to 
change sides - although the reginie 
may seek to crush them all the same 
as a lesson to others. But for the 
masses there can be no "amnesty and 
enlistment", as t he protagonist in 
Water Margin called for. 

It is not Party policy to punish those 
who ask to leave the revolutionary army 
or the base areas. But it is Armed 
Forces policy to track down such peo­
ple and offer them an alternative: help 
locate and murder comrades, or face 
torture and death. In contested areas 
under Armed Forces control, all the 
peasarits must register with the authori­
ties, and all are expected to do what­
ever is asked of them, unless they want 
to be considered "terrorists". 

Still, despite these harsh, repres­
sive conditions in which weaker ele­
ments are bound to drift away, just as 
they drifted in during higher tide, the 
regime has not been able to find a suf­
ficient number of takers for its reac­
tionary bargain. Its vaunted reports of 
up to six thousand repentant guerril­
las have been repeatedly ridiculed, 
even by some of the legal press in 
Lima, for being highly exaggerated 
and yet not very many. TV channels 
broadcast elaborately staged reaction­
ary ceremonies, deliberately patterned 
on the Inquisition, in which 
"repentants" don the medieval hats 
and hoods made infamous by the Ku 
Klux Klan in the U.S., kiss the re­
gime's flag, and abjure the "devil 's" 
red flag of revolution. In Armed 
Forces-controlled areas, ordinary 
peasants are forced to participate. Re­
porters have interviewed people who 
have played the "repentant" repeat-

edly, ·sometimes under different 
names. Some of them are active-duty 
soldiers or recently-demobilized 
draftees who have been obliged to do 

· so by their superiors. Others are re­
leased prisoners re-arrested and forced 
to publicly curse the revolution time 
after time, as if in a never-ending 
nightmare. 

This is the stage on which the two­
line struggle is taking place. These are 
the conditions that the LOO is count­
ing on to be more "persuasive" than 
any documents in promoting capitu­
lation. Even a few can cause great 
damage if they tum traitor. Thus the 
two lines express themselves very 
sharply, not only in doc':1men~s and 
written ideas, but especially m the 
deeds that flow from ideas, written or 
not. This underlines the decisiveness 
of the political and ideological line of 
the Party and its ability to train a sec­
tion of the masses in those ideas as 
one vital part of turning them into a 1 

material force. 

"'A'BEND IN THE ROAD .. 

What Chairman Gonzalo declared 
in September 1992 about the revolu­
tion taking a "bend in the road" is far 
from disproved. No informed observer, 
reactio~ary or not, -disputes that the 
revolution is holding out, especially 
in important areas of the countryside. 
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LEFT: Mass political 
meeting in a 
revolutionary base 
area. 

Most importantly, because the Party 
has maintained the revolutionary army 
and the People's War, it has been able 
to preserve revolutionary base areas, 
the masses' Ne}" Power, which Chair­
man Gonzalo once described as the 
essence of people's war. They are not 
only its greatest achievement, but also 
its bone marrow, providing suste­
nance, military intelligence, and new 
forces to the revolutionary army, ena­
bling the revolution to attain the goal 
of protractedness, which can only fa­
vour the people and disadvantage the 
enemy. It is exactly this protractedness 
that the LOD has turned against and 
that opportunism often opposes, in 
good times or bad, seeking some 
quicker and easier solution. Protract­
edness is what enables the proletariat, 
through the leadership of its party, to 
build up revolutionary strength and 
transform itself and other class forces 
in the furnace of warfare, in a process 
that has al ways been full of twists and 
turns in any country where it has ever 

.. occurred. 

BONE MARROW OF 
REVOLUTION 

These base areas exist in 
Ayacucho, in the highlands that have 
been a stronghold of revolution since 
the beginning, in the provinces of 
Cangallo and Victor Fajardo in the 

MAP OF PERU 

eastern part of the department, and in 
northern Ayacucho,. in the densely 
populated mountains of Huanta and 
in La Mar from the mountains north 
through the jungle along the 
Apurimac river (see map). They exist 
extensively in the Huallaga river val­
ley, from Tingo Maria to north of 
Tarapoto, according to the enemy, 
along an axis stretching some 400 
kilometers. They also .exist in the 
North, in Piura and· northern 
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Cajamarca. The regime is building 
new counter-insurgency bases in the 
departments of La Libertad and San 
Martin to cut off links with the 
Huallaga. They are building similar 
bases in the southern department of 
Puno and in Arequipa, where that de­
partment borders Huancavelica and 
Apurirnac. In addition to these base 
areas characterized by "open People's 
Committees", where the red flag flies 
defiantly 24 hours a day, there are also 

~ 

~ 

~ .... 
0 

0 
~ 
~ --0 
-0 

~ 
I\) -



42 

more clandestine forms of political 
power in many other places where the 
enemy doesn't want to admit it and 
the Party doesn't want to advertise. -

These base areas are not isOiated 
hideouts-just the opposite:'Because 
they are places which the enemy may 
be able to penetrate, occasionally and 
at great cost, but not hold, it is there 
that the revolution can openly mobi­
lize the masses and rely on them most 
fully. Nor are these areas impregna­
ble fortresses to be held at all cost. The 
PCP follows the Maoist policy of never 
giving up a base area that can be held 
while avoiding battles that cannot be 
won. Above all, the revolutionary 
spirit of the fighters and the support 
of the masses has given the People's· 
Liberation Army a tremendous mobil­
ity that enables them to outflank and 
outmanoeuvre the enemy, and thus.re­
tain or regain the initiative. The ar­
eas where the PLA operates are vast, 
and the country itself is large and ge<r , 
graphically very favourable for Peo~ · 
pie's War. The same backward produc­
tion relations and forces that consti­
tute such an obstacle to the country's 
emancipation also provide excellent 

.... conditions for these relatively autono­
~ mous base areas to sustain themselves 
~ and make it impossible for the regime 
.... to impose its control everywhere. 
i: 3t HKNOCKED BACK TO 1984"? 

e Some "Senderologists" (profes-
~ sional "PCP-watchers" forthe enemy, 
o who call the PCP "Sendero Luminoso" 
~ or "Shining Path") like to claim that 
~ the People's War has been knocked 

back to the level of the early or mid­
l 980s. They base this on a quantita­
tive assessment of government reports 
of engageme~ts and actions. Of 
course, it would be ridiculous to 
blindly accept the regime's figures, 
especially in a situation where the 
Fujimori regime has blatantly striven 
to shackle and intimidate the press 
more than ever before. An Ecuadoran 
~per reported that fu April 1995, 
dunng an upsurge, there were 178 . 
revolutionary armed actions in Peru · 
taking place in 16 ofthe country's 24 
departments. However, the number of 
actions has decr~ased, and for now 
guerrilla warfare is taking precedence 
over Jtlobile warfare in the People's 
War. For instance, in terms of the size 
of units and degree of coordination of 
the revolutionary troops, and the level 

-
of engagements, successful actions 
now generally involve the ambushing 
and wiping out of Armed Forces pa­
trols, one or two platoons at a time, 
and there have been few recent reports 
of the kind of massive ~saults on en­
emy fortified positions that, while 
never common, did occur repeatedly 
and spectacularly at the end of the 
1980s and early 1990s. 

Still, 15 years of people's war have 
brought about great changes in the 
masses of Peru and in the Party. An 
aroused peasantry exists in vast areas 
of the country. Hµndreds of thousands 
of people have been trained in wag­
ing revolutionary war an.~ exercising 
political power and are not willing to 
settle for less. The Party itself has been 
transformed in the courSe of the Peo­
ple' s War, filling its ranks with Marx­
ist-Leninist-Maoist workers and peas­
ants, and the aroused masses are an 
inexhaustible source of replenishment. 
The trained and experienced cadres 
who have never stopped fighting are 
enormously important for drawing on 
those resources. Here, again, the de­
cisiveness of political and ideological 
line is evident. 

·There is something else that must 
be said about this claim that the Peo­
ple's War has been "knocked back to 
1984". That.was an extremely hard 
period for the masses and the revolu­
tion, when the Armed Forces first 
came in and directly attacked, replac­
ing the more ineffective police and 
canjing out a policy of wanton geno­
cide. The revolution faced difficulties 
and setbacks, which were not over­
come overnight, but they were finally 
and triumphantly overcome, leading 
to the great advance of the revolution 
in the latter part of that decade. The 
strengths enjoyed by the PCP today 
that did not exist in that period, and 
the fact that a real two-line stnJggle 
against opportunism can only make 
the Party immensely stronger, provide 
even more reason to consider the dif­
ficulties of the recent period as but a 
"bend in the road", as Chairman 
Gonzalo put it. 

THE CURRENT SITUATION 

THE MiUTARY SnuATION 

In the week before the inauguration 
of Fujimori 's second term on 28 July 
1995, the date-by which he had sworn 

he would completely "wipe out 
Sendero", the People's Liberation 
Army ambushed Armed Forces patrols 
and attacked police barrackS and other 
military targets in the departments of 
La Libertad, Ucayali, San Martin, 
Huanuco, Ayacucho, Huancavelica 
and Lima. As part of this, the-town of 
Nuevo Progreso in the Upper Huallaga 
valley was seized and a mass 
mobilization of townspeople and 
peasants held. 

This fighting, however, was not 
just a sudderi ·and unexpected "flare­
up", as extremely unhappy reactionary 
commentators called it, but rather in­
dicated a deeper pattern. Campaigns 
of encirclement and suppression and 
counter-campaigns - in which the 
enemy attacks and the rev9luti0Iiary 
army resists and strives to outflank the 
enemy and seize the initiative- con­
tinue to be the basic pattern of this war. 

Throughout 1994 and the first half 
of 1995, the regime carried out major 
operations in a number of areas, in­
cluding: the valleys of the Ene and 
Apuriritac rivers in the department of 
Ayacucho and bordering departments; 
the central jungle area of the depart­
ments of Pasco and Junin, in the val­
ley of the Mantaro River in the Peru­
vian central mountain region; and the 
hills and forests of the Huallaga River 
valley in the departments of Huanuco 
and San Martin. The Armed Forces 
have organized several thousand 
troops and helicopter gunships for 
deployment along these three_ main 
fronts: what they call the Huamanga 
Front (based in northern Ayacucho ), 
the Huallaga Front, aµd the Junin 
Front in the centre of the country, 
which is used both to attack there and 
in conjunction with the other two 
fronts. 

Ayacucho has always been the 
most fiercely contested area of the 
country, by both sides. The seriousness 
of the situation there for the reaction 
was brought out by a spectacular ac­
tion in December 1992. The city of 
Ayacucho, which is the department's 
capital, was .seized and held for some 
40 minutes by the revolutionary forces, 
who did not seek to pertnanently hold 
it at that tinie. Police headquarters, 
army barracks and the Republican 
Guard were pinned down with mor­
tar and rock!~t fire as fighters drove 
through the town in cars and trucks, 
throwing bombs at reactionary targets 
and giving dot leaflets. The enemy 
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didn't show its face until the guerril- follow a dual policy of Uying to use guerrilla attacks on Armed Forces 
las started to retreat. This forced the the contradictions between the tribal units and strongholds throughout the 
reaction to concentrate forces and people and land-seeking colonists countryside in the department of 
speed up their plans for an encircle- from other areas to isolate the Huanuco. In mid-May 1995, amidst 
ment and suppression campaign in the AsMninkas from "outsiders" and keep yet another reactionary offensive, an 
region. them under paternalistic control, Armed Forces patrol was wiped out 

In March 1994, the Armed Forces while at the same time basically fa- · near the town of Aucayacu. ,This re­
attacked the Ene river valley and the vo-uring the big·colonist plantation gion is particularly important because 
Huanta area as well in a campaign owners against the native people. Thus it is where U.S. involvement has been 
underthepersonal IeadershipofGen- ArmedForces"aid" totheAshaninkas most visible on the ground -
eral Nicolas de Bari. In stereotypical is .coupled with mas~cres of those Aucayacu is not far from the U.S. 
reactionary style, it was labelled "the who rebel and even those who try to base at Santa Lucia, which had al­
final offensive", as, of course, wereal1 flee exploitation by heading deeper ready been attacked at the beginning 
the ones that followed. In August into the jungle - massacres that the of the decade. 
1994, two helicopters carrying Bari Armed Forces tum around and blame 
and other militaiy chiefs were attacked on the PCP. PCP policy is to target the No nw AR AGAINST DRUGS ... 
and had to turn back and land. Since regime and big exploiters, and many FOR fUJIMORI 

7 then, enemy offensives in the region Ash3ninkas have become revolution-
have been hit with several successful ary fighters and Party members. It is ironic to point out that the 
large-scale ambushes, including one Ronderos ·have been used against "war against drugs" that was used as 
in which a colonel was killed, and the revolution in Ayacucho for many the pretext for direct U.S. involvement 
another in December 1994 in which years. The PCP's method for dealing has now been all but forgotten, at least 
an enemy unit of several dozen men with them is to mobilize masses as far as Peru is concerned. On 9 De­
was wiped out. against them. One of the most out- cember 1994, General Bari declared 

In both the Ene and Ayacucho, as standing examples was in 1990, when that he considered ending the narcot­
well as elsewhere, Fujimori has devel- 700 to 1,000 peasants were organized ics trade a goal that cannot even be 
oped the standing practice of using to march through a large swath of pursued untilnafter the defeat ofter­
"ronderos" (paramilitary groups of Ayacucho and the two adjoining de- rorism". Under Armed Forces rules, 
civilians directed by the Armed partments to wipe out rondero bands. Bari should have retired several years 
Forces) and strategic hamlets (settle- Though the open People's Colfimittees ago. But despite a ~dal in which 
ments in which the peasants are have been overthrown by the Armed key Bari aides were publicly linked to )I.. 

regrouped so as to be subject to direct Forces in some areas here, they have the drug cartels, Fujimori intervened ~ 
military observation and control). persisted in other areas and have been to change f!te rules and ratify Bari as o 
T.hese "ronderos" have a social basis rebuilt where formerly defeated. The continuing head·of the Armed Forces ;! 
for existence besides pure Armed seizure of the Ayacucho town of San Joint Command. This move appar- 0 
Forces terrorism, since they are often Juan de Lucanas in April 1994 by the ently met with U.S. approval, indi- 0 
led by landlords, "gamonillos" (small- People's Liberation Army, in the area cated by the fact that it came in con- ~ 
time local feudal tyrants), cattle and of Cangallo-Victor Fajardo where the junction with a visit by the chief of i 
sheep thieves (a plague upon the peas- above-mentioned march took place, the U.S. Armed Forces Southern Com- .... 
ants and a target of the new revolu- was a significant step in this continu- mand in charge of Latin America and "O 

tionary political power), retired ing process of what the PCP calls "res- the renewal of U.S. military supplies ~ 
Armed Forces personnel and otllers toration and counter-restoration". for the.regime. ~ 
whose interests are with counter-revo- The Huallaga region was the The vast majority of the peasants 

· lution. But Armed Forces occupation scene of a . major reactionary incur- in the Huallaga region grow coca 
makes it easier to force some peasants sion called "Operation Aries" in 1994 leaves. Although most of ~em have 
to. participate in the ronderos as hu- , in which several thousand troops their own family plols, they are 
man shields for the reactionaries. burned, looted, raped and murdered hemmed in by the backwardness that 

In the Ene, their favourite battle in dozens of villages. Helicopter gun- makes it unprofitable to grow any cash 
formation is peasants in front, ships tried vainly to fire upon guer- crop but coca and by the marauding 
ronderos behind them, and the army rilla units that retreated and suddenly Armed Forces and drug cartels. These 
behind them both. Then the Armed reappeared, attacking where least overlords carry on in much the same 
Forces put out communiques empha- expected. The bulk of these troops way as the semi-feudal landlords 
sizing the number of Ashaninkas finally had to be withdrawnr. Another whose domination the peasants left the 
killed~or found in common graves, as major offensive was launched in the mountains to.escape a generation or 
if the PCP and not the Armed Forces region in the latter part of 1994. Be... two ago. The PCP's policy is to pro­
were responsible. ' fore it, too, was brought to a halt, an tect the peasants against the civilian 

The AsMninkas are a. tribal peo- Army unit guarding and repairing a and uniformed narcotics traffickers 
pie in the isolated jungles of eastern vital Armed Forces' lifeline, the road who exploit and rob them, while en­
Junin and the Ene valley. The Amted from Tingo Maria to Pulcallpa, was couraging them to ..diversify their 
Forces have long work~ in the area completely wiped out in a blow that · crops. Many of them do, to a varying 
through missionary settlements and was as serious psychologically as it extent, despite the loss of cash income 
other"charitableprojects" enforced by was militarily and logistically. In this represents, because they under­
strategic hamlets and ronderos. They March 1995, there was a seri~s of Contihued on page 86 
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-
Raucana - BELOW: Digging trenches lo slop police and military vehicles; 

BoTTOM RIGHT: Wrth red flags llying; RIGHT: the confrontation. 

Reprints from the PCP 

Reports 

' I 

from the -Battlefield' 
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Rau can a 

e Party, firmly carrying 
t the approach devel­

ped by Chairman 
Gonzalo, proposed a further 
development of work in the 
neighbourhoods and 
shantytowns, mobilizing the 

·masses and organizing them for 
armed actions, faithfully following 
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism, 
Gonzalo Thought. Mer a very 
detailed study o f the area, the 
leadership called for land seizures 
in accordance with the Party's 
political line. The place, in Vitarte, 
was for sale and was to be devel­

oped as a tourist zone. It was a 
medium-sized land parcel, be­
longing to an Italian named Isola. 
The masses were mobilized -
nearly I ,200 came from El 
Agustino, Granja Azul, San 
Gregorio, Vitarte, Nueva ),. 
Esperanza, Andahuaylas, Vista ~ 
Alegre, aRd Yerbateros. The ~ 
leadership firmly united the 0 

People's Guerrilla Army around O 
the Party programme and quotes ~ 

:c: 
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ma~ses, fighting on the periphery to meet their own food needs. from Chairman Mao. The specif-
ics of the situation called for of the confi~cated lands as well as This involved new social re_lations I 

... 
! 

organizing the masses into· ~ in the shantytowns of San which involved new politics, a 
groups, each one having its Antonio, Aniauta, Monterrey, San new economy, new culture. Steps 
leading person; thus""the Barrio Gregorio, and Vitarte, put up fiery were taken so that each sector 
Workers' Movement was organ- resistance, forcing the reactionar- would have its dining ~oom, its 
ize'c:t, and sharp political agitation ies to withdraw, unable to arrest livestock area for r{iising guinea 
was carried out among the mass anyone, to capture the wounded, pigs, various kinds of fowl, and 
membership, strengthening their or take the body of the murdered rabbits. Recreation for the masses 
commitment to revolutionary comrade. was organized on Sundays. As 
violence, proletarian discipline .. part of.political work with the 
and adherence to the leadership 

The third clash took place at 
masses, meetings were held in 

8 a.m. on.the same day. Reaction-
of the Party. 

ai-y police forces from several 
which the Party's position was 

The land takeover process was stations returned·~ from Santa 
explained. Children played games 
related to the People's War. Also begun, then activ~ defence was Clara, Vrtarte, the Plf [Peruvian 
people's justice was carried out; organized. Because the ~arty had Investigation Police], and the 
the masses no longer went to the warned us about this and had DOES from Barbadillo - and 

proPe>sed that we should be were unable to enter. They only 
government to deal with things 
like robbery, adultery or drug · prepared for any contingency, the got to the Esperanza/Estrella 
addiction, but instead followed masses were armed with the .. entrance, because the masses 
the leadership of the Party. most rudimentary weapons: stopped them and made them 

tyres, slingshots~ rocks, clubs, back off. They didn't return. In terms of active defence, walls 
ground chili pepper to throw in 

After these battles, the number of 
for defence and barricades were ' 

the eyes, and acid.- There were erected, and a strict four-corner .... 
~hree clashes. In the first, the · ·masses decreased to about 600. ··secu~rly perimeter was set up 24 · ~ The next day the people re-K? masses beat back the reactionar-

tumed,.ano more joined them . 
.. hours a day. Nobody was allowed 

0. ies' police force, ten of them from into the main entrance without .... 
The land seizure was a success. a: the Santa Clara station. This 
This was a triumph of Chairman 

knowing the password. The 
~ occurred at 5:_30 a.m. on 28 July masses were armed with what-e 1990. Our joy was indescribable, Gonzalo and of the Party. The 

ever was at hand, and military 

~ and the Party led everything. land was divided up into sectors. 
training was carried out. Party 

Once these were established, the 

~ The second clash took place the workers from the central highway 
holidays were c~lebrated with 

~ same day at 6:30 a.m. There factory district were invited to 
profound joy. The school of a 

were 30 to 40 murdering thugs join. There were speak bitterness 
new type r~flected the things that 
the Party has justly and correctly who opened fire with birdshot, sessions, and the press was 
been developing throughout the bullets, and teargas. The masses called, in order to expose the 

put up fierce resistance. Slogans vicious and cowardly aggression 
People's War. 

rang out powerfully: Murdering against the people. Some intense The Party leadership correctly 
cops, the people will smash you! ag~tion and propaganda was called for developing an intense 
This is where companero Felix carried out. The call went out to campaign of agitation and propa-
Jorge Raucana was killed. There harvest crops in Hiachipa to ganda, speaking bitterness, and 
was but oAe watchword: to contribute to the people's com- uniting the masses firmly, and 
recover the b9dy of the mur- munal kitchen. The Party leader- strict adherence to the plan to 
dered companero, and rescue ship gave instructions to develop 
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defend what had been won. 
the wounded who were children, collective work, and in order to - There were mass mobilizations to 
old people, and mothers. Morale carry this out, land was parceled denounce the eviction order, 
was at its highest pitch, and the out with the help of architect vis.its to the trade union offices, 
d1ants rang out: Nobody surren- compafieros, assigning some lots and to the various shantytowns. 
ders here! Companero Felix for the cultivation of grain and The national and foreign press 
Raucana has been murdered! The vegetables by the masses in order were c~l!ed, and speaking bitter-



ness was promoted among the 
masses, sharply exposing the 
sinister plan of the reactionaries 
and the old state against our 
people. It was necessary to 
expose the whole sinister cam­
paign of the media mouthpieces 
of the old state, who were 
claiming that 11the Sendero Cen­
tral Committee was in Rau~ana" . .. 
In response to this situation, a 
mobilization was organ.ized 
involving 800 people, marching to 
the Vita rte city hall to demand 
intervention to annul the eviction 
order. The eviction was planned 
for 9 August: the Party united the 
people behind its politics, Marx­
ism-Leninism-Maoism, Gonzalo 
Thought, the programme, and 
the point about fighting in defence 
of land, which was raised as a 
slogan. Then a dress· rehearsal of 
the battle to combat and resist 
the intended eviction was held. 
The entire Central Highway 
between Huachipa and Vitarte 
was blockaded, tyres were 
slashed on all the buses on the 
highway. Before doing this, 
people boarded the buses, 
explained what they were doing 
and why, and passed out leaflets. 
Tyres were burned .and, \barricades 
w~re set up. At-the entrance to 
Raucana, ditches were dug to 
prevent the reactionaries' vehicles 
from entering, and dump-truck'' 
loads of rocks were emptied at 
key points. The masses were 
completely down for the fight, 
and their resistance was heroic. 

r; The ~actionaries were forced to 
retreat even though the masses 
had only rudi.mentary weapons 
like slingshots, Molotov cocktails, 
and home-made tear gas. They · 
could".l't enter Raucana. 

That evening and the next day, · 
August 7th, representatives of 

different shantytowns such as San 
Antonio, Monterrey, Amauta; 
etc.,.arrived, bringing written 
messages c;>f support for the 
struggle from the ma5ses, and a.: 
joint determination to continue_ 
fighting. Food and fruit were· 
brought, as well as money in 
support of the people's struggle. 
Also representatives of the trape 
unions came, such as SEDAPAL 
and the CTP. who participated in 
a very good way, helping to 
appropriate electricity from the· 
power lines. On August 9th ·at 
dawn .. everybody was at their 
combat posts. Nobody came. 
Then at 9 a.m., two •firemen" 
from Cambio 90 [Fujimori's 
political party], sent by the mayor 
to throw water on the struggle, 
came as intermediaries, suppos­
edly offering to suspend the 
eviction order if the _people 
agreed to negotiate. A mass 
meeting was held, where people 
decided to continue the struggle. 
It was stated that Isola had a 
blood debt with the people, and 
there would be no compromise. 
Then an agreement was reached 
bet~een Isola and the masses to 
postpone. the eviction. There was 
a group vote of confidence in the 
collective le~dership. On fop of 
that, more masses continued to 
come from other shantytowns 
such as Marca Parado, Micaela, 
and Nino Jesus. 

All the masses in Vitarte were on 
alert that night, the 9th of August. 
Rghters of the PGA placed a car 
born!:? in the lsola''factory to 
pressure Isola to withdra~ the 
eviction order. 

On August 27th the· SW[National 
Intelligence Service] sent three· of 
their henchmen to photograph 
the masses and the security. 
checkpoints. They were captured 
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and held by the masses, and 
when asked who they were, they 
said they were ne~papermefn 
and wouldn't identify themselves. 
They were searched and found to 
have documents related to the 
SIN, and they were armed. In 
their car was a map, obviously of 
Raucana, on which was written 
11
Sendero Central Committee and 

a weapons arsenal". After being 
held prisoner for three days, they 
were pr~~ented to the national 
and foreign press, where their 
identities were exposed and their 
belongings returned. 

On Septem0er 5th, the genocidal 
armed forces, nurnbering I ,500, 
under the guise of civic action, 
took over Rauearia and set up a 
base: but the masses reaffirmed 
their,faith in the Party leadership 
and carried out all their tasks. 
There was leafletting and speaking 
bitterness. The call went up that ~ 
the armed·forces must go-these ~ 
troeps who represented the e 
degeneration of the old society, 
genocidal troops who threatened 
the masses with death. In Sep­
tember the Party called for firm 
unity of the Party, the PGA and 
masses because a battle was 

... necessary in .order to expel ~~e 
armed forces. A long stretch of 
the Central Highway was blocked 
with tyres and .. rocks, and there 
was definite support from people 
of other sh~n~owns who partici­
pated actively, complementing 
Raucana's internal defence plan. 
The fight was unequ·a1 but what 
sho11e forth was the heroism and 
fierce resistance of the masses. 
Four people died as well as two , 
soldiers, there were a number of 
wounded, and the heroic struggle 
continues. ·· > 
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Election Boycott 

·ne district of Chuschi is 
located in the department 

of Ayacucho, province of 
Cangallo, seven hours away. It is 
in a hollow and is a poor area, 
where 90% of the people are _ 
poor peasants. 

Political objective: To boycott the 
general elections of 1980. 

Military objective: To burn the 
ballot boxes and the ballots. 

The Party had established justly 
and correctly the Beginning of 
the Armed Struggle, ILA (lniciar 
la Lucha Armada), for May 17th, 
1980. It was the eve of the 
general elections. Applying the 
boycott to the elections and 
with the slogans, Long Live the 
Armed Struggle! Workers and 

.,_ Peasants Gove~nment!, Down 
~ With the New Government!, 
~ o. the new was being born in our - homeland. We did not have a 

People's Guerrilla Army or 
2 weapons. We started empty-

handed, but we had the main 
~ thing: the ideology, Marxism­
~ Leninism-Maoism, Gonzalo 
~ Thought, our all-powerful and 

invincible weapon. The Party 
was gathered. The comrades of 
the Party apparatus of the Area 
Committee of Cangallo-Fajardo, 
under the leadership of Com­
rade Norah - our great heroine, 
example of giving your life for 
the Party and the revolution -
embraced with solemn commit­
ment the communist decision of 
ILA and [swore] to make come 
true the first action of the 
People's War in the country, 
putting our life on the line. Thus 
firmly unified, we prepared to 
carry it through. At that time ... 
the activists, most of them 

peasant youth, the youngest I I 
years old, committed them­
selves to ILA :.Vith rnised fists. 

In that way th"e action of the 
election 
boycott was 
prepared 
and carried 
out, burning 
the ballots 
and all the 
election 
materials, 
after a 
previous 
reconnais­
sance of the 
site where 
the ballot 
boxes were 
kept, and the plan was estab­
lished and the action prepared . A 
total of 12 companeros partici­
pated. Two would approach the 
place posing as policemen and 
would subdue the guard. Ten 
more would wait outside, cam­
ouflaged as villagers. Five of them 
were to go in, take out all the 
material and carry it to the plaza. 
The others would be in charge of 
containment. One of them 
would have the gasoline, 3 liters, 
and with it they would burn all 
the stuff. '{v'hen the action was 
finished, they were to withdraw 
to a previously established place. 
As far as weapons, we had 
knives. The action was slated for 
I 0 am on May 17th. The Peru­
vian Army brought the election 
materials in three trucks with 36 
soldiers during the morning of 
the 17th. They left two trucks 
and four soldiers. The other 
truck left for Cangallo and they 
did not leave any soldiers in the 
town. The action was carried out 
as planned. 

Anecdote: When the two com-

rades approach the place, they 
are dressed as policemen, who 
because of the cold temperatures 
of the area wore ponchos and 

ABOVE: Distribution of PCP literature 
among the masses. 

• 

.. ... 



kepis. When the guard opened 
the door, he greeted them but 
was surprised to see t hat they 
didn't have their kepis and asked, 
"Where is your kepi, chief?" In 
seconds, he was being subdued 
and could not utter anything else. 

When the soldiers of the Peruvian 
Army got wind of the action, they 
tried to come back to town, t •...rt 
coincidentally their two trucks 
were not running. They had 
broken down and they had to 
wait for reinforcements until the 
following day. 

Thus was successfully brought 
forth the boycott action, the 
armed detachments without 
arms, the new was born. 

BELOW: Hammer and sickle carved 
into the main highway during an 
armed strike in 1989. 

I 986 Land Invasion 

'' In the northern region, land 
invasions under t~e slogan 'Seize 
the land!' mobilized 170,000 
peasants and led to the confisca-· 
t ion o f 320,000 hectares of land, 
mainly pasture land, and 12,000 
head of cattle, mostly first class, 
w hich were redistributed to the 
peasants." ("Develop People's 
War to Serve the World Revolu­
tion." [AWTW 1987 /8] 

"The land question is key, and the 
Party policy is applied to this 
question, spurring armed land 
invasions and seizures, and then 
defending them. The question is 
to defend and conquer the land 
with People's War, and similarly, 
to defend and ,conquer the 
necessary conditions for a pro-

.. 

49 

duction development that serves 
the people." 

The land seizures in the north 
took place in 1986, in two prov­
inces of the department, of La 
Libertad -- mainly t_he province of 
Antiago de Chuco and the prov- · 
ince of Sanchez Carrion. 

The Communist Party of Peru led 
with arms the seizure and the 
invasion of lands of cooperatives 
and SAIS (Agricultural Societies of 
Social Interest [Sociedades 
Agrfcolas de lnteres Social]), 
covering 320,000 hectares, 
mainly grazing and agricultural 
lands. The PCP, leading the 
People's Guerrilla Army (PGA), 
planned the total destruction of 
the cooperatives' management 
compounds, in order to com­
pletely and thoroughly destroy 
the agricultural cooperatives. 

One of the main agricultural 
cooperatives of the area, which 
had received a lot of attention 
from the reactionaries because it 
was one of the largest and most 
productive due to its fertile lands 
and its grazing fields, was called 
San Jose de Porc6n. The targets 
for annihilation were determined. 
Four leaders· of the coop, who 
were the most hated by the 
peasant masses, w~re selected. 
These "cabezas negras" lived in 
the coop (in the management 
compound), which housed the 
accounting and management 
offices, the warehouses, as well 
as tractors, machinery, fertilizers, 
etc. The planned guerrilla action 
had one objective: to destroy the 
great associative property, pick up 
the crops, sabotage, carry out 
armed propaganda and agitation, 
and proceed to redistribute the 
land and animals. The action was 
carried out very successfully by 



50 

the main force and the local force, 
and base forces, mobilizing the 
peasant masses of the area. A 
large number of them came from 
a village called Hospital. 

.Our forces were divided into 
attack forces, support forces and 
security forces. The attack group 
was deployed to capture the 
diehards, who were killed in their 
own houses whi le trying to run 
away. Then the offices were 
seized. The whole place was 
dynamited and burned. Then they 
went on to confiscate the posses­
sions of the cooperative in order 
to distribute these among the 
peasants after a political rally that 
called on them to join the Peo­
ple's War led by Chairman 
Gonzalo, by the Communist Party 
of Peru, and to Seize the land! 
and defend it by force of arms. A 
movement of poor peasants and -~ a Distribution Committee were 

~ formed. Two tractors were 
~ dynamited. 
~ i The news spread like wildfire. In 
Q the different farms incorporated 
9 into the cooperative (anexos), 
Qi: before the PGA arrived the 
~ peasants , on their own, following 
~ the example of previous actions, 

had organized and agreed to 
distribute among themselves 
crops and cattle. This created 
some problems in the distribution 
- some got more, others didn't 
get anything. The Party solved this 
problem by distributing the land. 

Based on this huge mobilization of 
masses, the Party began to 
organize the Ne-..y Power, the first 
People's Committees in the 
province of Santiago de Chuco, in 
the areas of Hospital, 
Angasmarca, Cachicaden, Santa 
Cruz de Mollebamba, Mollepata 
and surroundings, T.hree Rivers, 

etc.' for example. 

In the Sanchez 
Carrion-province, 
the peasant masses 
were also mobi­
lized to destroy a 
cooperative that 
covered the dis­
tricts of Curgos and 
Sana; local peasants 
were mobilized, 
such as those of the 
hamlet of Poe-Poe 
and Huagil. 

An anecdote: 
When the com­
rades of the main 
force were going to 
a nearby farm 
incorporated into 
the coop in o rder 
to mobilize the 
masses and to 
organize land 
invasions and crop 
seizures, they met 
on the road with a 
group of peasants who had 
already seized cattle. When the 
comrades asked whe re they were 
coming from, t he peasants an­
swered: "Compafieros, we heard 
that you were in the nearby 
vi llage, seeing to the land and 
crop seizures, so we decided to 
go ahead and distribute every­
thing among o urselves. We each 
got a cow." The comrades veri­
fied the distribution and noticed 
that one pregnant woman (she 
was eight months) had received 
two cows, and she told them: 
"They gave me two, one for me 
and one for t he soon- to-be 
born." Later they heard that she 
delivered without complications 
and was feeding herself with the 
milk of the cow she had gotten . 

Seven_ cooperatives were de-

stroyed. One lesson of this huge 
mobilization of peasant masses 
was that the People's Power was 
not organized immediately, while 
the iron was hot. 

Harvest in Huaycan 

ne action took place in 
ma, district of Vitarte, in 
e slum of Huaycan, 

along Central Highway Km. 17, 
between Huaycan and Horacio 
Zeballos. This is an agricultural 
area, a large area of about 5 
hectares, owned by an Italian 
exploiter named Poppe. Crops 
like potatoes, vegetables, corn, 
etc., are grown there . The work 
is done by masses hired to to il for 
I sol [2 sol = I USO, 1995] and 
some crops; it is pure misery, 



ABOVE: righters of the People's Guenilla Army. 

superexploitation . 

In the harvest season, after the 
day's work is over, the masses go 
at night to pick up whatever is 
lying in the fields, looking for the 
few potatoes that may have been 
left behind. 

The Party organized the seizure 
of the potato harvest, launching a 
raid in the middle of the day, 
during the harvest, mobilizing the 
masses of Huaycan, Horacio 
Zeballos and other places. 

A Plan was developed. Around I I 
or 12 in the morning, when the 
sacks full of potatoes were ready 
to be. sent to Poppe, a contingent 
would take over the tractor, the 
two trucks and the overseer's car 
(a man sent by Poppe). People's 
Guerrilla Army fighters would 

seize control of the place. The 
masses working there along with 
other masses, a total of 2,000 
who were waiting in the sur­
roundings, would come in and 
take the sacks of potatoes for 
their own food. The arms of the 
PGA would secure the harvesting 
until it was over. Then the Peo­
ple's Guerrilla Army would 
withdraw to pre-established 
places, the arms would be cen­
tralized and a PGA force would 
put them in a safe location. 

That day they were harvesting 
one or two hectares. There were 
two drivers and two trucks, one 
tractor operator, four or five 
assistants and a car with two 
foremen. 

The PGA went in as part of the 
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labourers and in a surprise attack 
subdued those employees of 
Poppe . Then they called to the 
masses in the vicinity and went to 
the fields to harvest the crop. 
Agitation was do~e with Party 
slogans, banners. flying, and the 
masses expressed a profound 
happiness: Long Live the Party! 
then they left with their produce. 
The news spread and more 
masses came; even the cars 
driving by stopped and people got 
out to join the harvest. 

At the beginning of the action, 
when Poppe's employees were 
being subdued, his stooge repre­
sentative was killed - a miserable 
human being. As· th~ thug he was, 
he resisted . His death was 
greeted by cheers from the 
masses. 

Meanwhile, a PGA force blocked 
the Carretera Central, at Km. 17 
In Huaycan there was another 
quick agitation and propaganda 
action, calling on people to go 
h~rvest. That way more masses 
gathered and went to the place. 

)I. 

~ 
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The police arrived three hours ~ 
later and, furious at not being able ::g 
to do anything, they shot the ~ 

· banner that was flying. Then they -
started their search operations. 
looking for t~e PGA fighters , bt.. 
they failed. The PGA did not ha 1e 
any casualties. This harvesting 
action in Huaycan was successfully 
achieved. There was broad mass 
participation in an organized way 
under the leadership of the Party, 
through the PGA. It was a just and 
correct action. And the masses 
joined the People's War for the 
total Seizure of Power com-
plete ly, forever, and to struggle 
for communism. 

This action occurred during the 
month of February 1989 . • 
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PCP Chairman s;onzalo 

The FiQ ht to End the Isolation 
More than three years after the 

capture of Communist Party of Peru 
Chainnan Gonzalo, the stakes in the 
battle to defend his life remain very 
high for both the world's revolution­
aries and the world's reactionaries. 
This battle has been tortuous, filled 
with unexpected twists and turns, at­
tacks and counter-attacks, and yet the 
threat of execution continues to hang 
over his head. It was to be expected 
that such a battle would be difficult; 
winning it will require that many 
more people have a firm grasp of 
what is at stake and a spirit of perse­
vering to the end. 

Comrade Gonzalo played the cen­
tral role in initiating and steadily ad­
vancing the People's War in Peru, and 
played an outstanding r~le in fight-

- ing for and strengtheni ng Marxist­
~ Leninist-Maoist ideology within the 
~ international communist movement. 
°' - He became recognized as the leader 
C!! of millions of people in Peru and be­
i came known internationally for his 
0 vision of a communist future. The un­..., 

compromising nature of the People's 
9 War in Peru became a beacon to revo­
~ lutionaries everywhere who were 
;:i.. daily being bombarded with the im­
~ perialists' claims that " communism 

is dead" . 
Comrade Gonzalo's role was cru­

cial in creating the situation in Peru 
today, where in the face of ever-in­
creasing repression, a genuine Peo­
ple's War is continuing to threaten 
the very existence of the old reaction­
ary state, and the beginnings of a new 
state are beginning to blossom. This 
is the leadership the reactionaries are 
trying to eliminate. This is the dream 
they want to crush. · 

When Chairmcin Gonzalo was in­
terviewed by El Diario in 1988, he 
was asked what it felt like to be the 
world's "most wanted man". He re­
sponded: 
"It feels like you 're doing your job 
and working hard at ii. What remains 
is to shou Ider more responsibility f or 
the revolution, the Party, Marxism-

Leninism-Maoism, for our class, the 
people and the masses. And to always 
understand that we carry our lives 
on our fingertips. If that weren t so, 
we couldn t be communists. So they 
have their reasons. Mine are those 
established by the Party, to which I 
wish to be more and more true and 
useful, because life can become en­
tangled anywhere along the road, 
moreover it has a beginning and an 
end, more time, less time. ·i 

For more than a decade, three suc­
cessive Peruvian regimes stalked 
Chairman Gonzalo. At the same 
time, the world's most sophisticated 
counter-revolutionary apparatus car­
ried out an international campaign to 
isolate and demonize him - to create 
the kind of international opinion that 
was necessary to swiftly and effi- . 
ciently kill him when he was cap­
tured. 

When the Fujimori regime, led at 
each step by the US-CIA, finally suc­
ceeded in capturing Comrade 
Gonzalo on 12 September 1992, they 
were confident that their careful 
preparation would ensure their suc­
cess. Fujimori announced his plans 
to kill Comrade Gonzalo. His date of 
execution was set. The firing squad 
was chosen.2 

But all of the years of planning 
dido ' t prepare the reactionaries for 
the detennined resistance of the PCP 
and the Peruvian masses, nor for the 
spectre of an international campaign 
springing up on every continent to 
defend a revolutionary leader they 
had so carefully and systematically 
vilified. 

There is little doubt that the in­
ternational battle to defend the life 
of Chairman Gonzalo at first as­
tounded and bewildered, and then 
frightened and infuriated the 
Fujimori regime, its US imperialist 
masters, and reactionaries around the 
world. What they were confident they 
had prevented, had happened. And 
what w~s more, something they 
hadn 't even dreamed of was corning 

into being. With the formation 
of the International Emergency 
Committee to Defend the Life 
of Dr Abimael Guzman (IEC), 
the revolutionary people of 
Peru and Maoists around the 
world were joined by people 
with many different political 
views to defend Comrade 
Gonzalo. The react~naries 
were now faced with a battle 
for the sentiments of many 
broader forces whom they 
had thought would either 
blindly agree with their lies 
that Comrade Gonzalo was 
a "bloodthirsty terrorist" who 
"deserved whatever he got", or would 
stand silently by. This new situation 
not only increased the risk of expos­
ing the true nature of their regime to 
some who had had illusions, but 
risked creating increasing support for 
the People's War among those peo­
ple who believe that a fundamental 
right of the oppressed is to fight 
against their oppressors. 

But while the reactionaries have 
thus far been prevented from killing 
Comrade Gonzalo, they have never 
given up their plans to do so. For 
three years, their threat to kill him 
has hovered overhead, while they 
have employed a ll kinds of attacks 
and dirty tricks to accomplish their 
goal of ex1inguishing the life of this 
revolutionary leader and everything 
he symbolizes. In Peru, they have un­
leashed their arsenal of counter-revo­
lutionary warfare against the people 
in an effort to crush the People's War 
with wave upon wave of genocidal 
military offensives. Reinforcement of 
the entire apparatus of repression. 
New harsher laws. Increased imperi­
alist intervention. Psychological war­
fare . All wrapped up in a facade of 
"democratic elections" and neo-lib­
eral economic policies. Internation­
ally, they have resorted to the psycho­
logical warfare operations (psy-ops) 
familiar in every counter-revolution­
ary war. Yet a broad array of people 
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Members of the sixth delegation in 
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Ya~ke, Or. P. Erlinder, Or. J. 
Landinez. Lt. Gen. S. Papageorgiou, 
C.Hadlield. 

been able to totally isolate him - in­
cluding from his Party, from the Peo­
ple' s War, from the international 
communist movement, and from the 
masses in Peru. Nonetheless, in spite 
of the wishful ravings of the reaction­
aries that his capture and that of 
other revolutionary leaders spelled 
the inevitable defeat of the People 's 
War, the Central Committee of the 
PCP, armed with Marxism-Lenin­
ism-Maoism and its specific appli­
cafion to Peru developed by Chair­
man 'Gonzalo, Ms been able to sur­
mount these serious blows and con­
tinue. In the midst.of this battle (and 
through battle), they have also waged 
an uncorftpromisingP.mpaign to de­
fend Comrade Gonzalo. The stakes 
are high. Defending Comn~de 
Gonzalo means defending the hopes, 
the Visions', the aspirations of mil­
lions of-people in Peru and arouni:l 
the worlCl who dream of o'ne day 
throwing off aJI class di'visibns and 
impefialist tlomination. Defehding 

·Comrade Gonzalo is telling reaction-
1aries everywhere that the days when 
iliey could rip off- the life of such. a 

n1 Cha irma'n,.f 1Gon'zalo 
:l" i·was sent'entea to•Iiie in 
ll'" "prisbn, one'" oftlfe main 
·" b"demandsoftheIECwas 

tliat he be allo\ ed access 
to lawyers, to aaequate 
medidiJ care, to reaCling 

)f materials, and rto direct 
• mefuis of communication. 

So long as he is isolated, 
the regime has more free­
dom to attack him. The 
IEC rightly demanded that 
the Fujimori regime comply 
with internationally recog­
nized norms regarding the 
treatment of political prison­
ers and prisoners of war, 
which condemn isolation as 
a form of tom.ire. 

In the autumn of 1993, the out­
break of the two-line struggle in the 
PCP posed sharp challenges to IEC ac­
tivists. There was widespread specu­
lation in the media, fuelled by the re­
gime, about Chairman Gonzalo's "real 
position" on the peace negotiations 
line. Yet so long as Chairman Gonzalo 
is held in isolation by the regime, the 
IEC has categorically refused to ac­
cept any of the regime's representa­
tions as to what he said or thought, 
and it has refused to allow such specu­
lation to induce any hesitation in its 
determined efforts to defend Chairman 
Gonzalo)s life and end his isolation. 
The two-line struggle in the PCP 
stimulated IEC activists 'to take a fresh 
look at the campaign's basic points of 
unity. From the beginning, the cam­
paign had taken up the defense of 
·chairmap Gonzalo's life on the basis 
that he was looked to by millions of 
Peruvians as a leadl!r in their struggle 
against an unjust, repressive regime 
backed by the US imperialists, and he 
had ga ined the respect of the op­
pressed around the world Pon that ba­
sis. That has not changed. Moreover, 
the Fujimon regime is clearly as in­
ent as ever upon ensuring Chairman 

Gonzalo's isolation and ~ng for­
ward their plans to K.ill lµm. 'fo these 
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circu.mStan~-;tarrd as the-R<C~ 'carries 
fof'Ward'the;P-eople~s War, the·IEC1re­
affihned its~deteonination' to-'C'a.rry tlie 
fight Uiioilglit_t0tvlctory.::: , . .,r "'. 
or Becau.se'bflthe'·IEC's d0gge<f-Jx!r­
slsten~e ifitphlsili.ftg its' goals:-tens M 
tfil)usatlds-0f people~ signed ~titions 
and l~tters"" fiemandirig anend to the 
is0lation; ail Ad 'ref End the.Jsdlation 
was· signed by ,prominent jleople in 
fuore•than 20 cc>unrries andrpubli'Shed 
in several' newspapers. Internatio11al 
lawyers anei lawyers'in Lima pursued 
the legal avenues" avaHable to iliem. 
At the same time, while the mrun fo­
ciis was the battle to end ihe isolation, 
the iEC alS<? continued to expose the 
true nature of the Fujimori regime, 
report on the eonlinuing People' s War, 
a'hd to bring the-truth about events in 
Peru to the light of day. International 
leaflets exposing the military 
offensives against people living in the 
countryside were disseminated and 
published in many countries and lan­
guages. On 14 March, while holding 
a press conference in New York City, 
Fujimori stood stunned and red-faced 
while activists from the IEC and the 
Committee to Support the Revolution 
in Peru (CSRP) denounced him and )I. 

demanded an end to Dr Guzman's iso- ~ 
lation in front of the international 0 
press. Days later, hundreds of Nepali S 
protesters "greeted" Hillary Clinton at 
the Kathmandu airport, raising ban- 0 
ners and shouting "US Rands Off ~ 
Peru", "Defend the Life of Comrade ~ 
Gonzalo" and hurling black flags at ~ 
her, a traditional form of protest in that -o 
country. ~ 

In January 1995, an attack taking ~ 
advantage of the struggle around the 
so-called "peace accords" was 
launched against the international 
campaign. This attack specifically tar­
geted Comrade Gonzalo's lawyers in 
an attempt to close down his legal 
defence. According to a "''letter" which 
the Fujimori regime claimeahad been 
authored by Comrade Gonzalo, Com­
tade Gonzalo was said to be critical 
of his legal representation arttl wanted 
to defend'himself. Advocates of"peace 
accords" used this "letter" to allege 
that the lawyers were not acting as pro­
fessionals, but were instead acting as 
·advocates of the ~ continuati0n of tl}e 
·:People's War, and1 attempteli ~o with­
draw the right 1of the lawyers 1o repre-
sent Chainnan Gonzalo. 
• ''The reaction oftl\e' IEC ,x·,:~ s~' ift. 

They refused'to accept any letter1re-
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!.eased by the Fujimori regime purport­
ing to represent Comrade Gonzalo~s 
views. The Lima lawyers and interna­
tional lawyers confirmed that Dr 
Abimael Guzman was their client and 
also rejected-any representations made 
by the Fujimori regime regarding his 
wishes. If Dr Guzman wanted to ~­
miss them, why wouldn't the Fujimori 
regime allow him to speak to them di­
rectly? They began to make plans to 
once again· go to Lima to demand to 
speak to their client in person. 

On 4 May 1995, the regime 
launched anotheF. attack on the IEC 
campaign when a pack of reactionary 
lies and slanders appeared in the Peru­
vian press and international media 
claiming that two American supPQrt­
ers ofRIM had travelled to Peru to cany 
out a Rambo-style "kidnapping". Ac­
cording to them, this "kidnapping" was 
part of the "international campaign in 
favor of Guzman to later achieve his 
freedom". It then confused things even 
further (deliberately) by saying that 
RIM had organized the demonstrations 
against Fujimori in the US (which had 
in fact been organized by the US-IEC 
and/or by the US-CSRP). . . 

~ Once ag~ the regime was Uying 
~ to frighten people around the world 
~ who were demanding an end to the iso­
... lation of Dr Guzman and defence of 
! his life. The IEC issued a refutation of 
~ their slanders that pointed out that they e were trying to· discredit the intema-

9 tional campaign in order to deepen the 
cai: isolation of Comrade Gonzalo and kill 
0 ·· him They were trying to divide the 
~ camimgn and frighten away those sup­
~ porters who demanded respect for the 

life of Comrade Gonz.alo, but who have 
different political views than either · 
R1M or the PCP. 

Thenon21May1995·Fujimori is­
sued another murderous threat: 
"Abimael Guzman is very sick. He will 
be dead within three years. He suffers 
from psoriasis ... and is very depressed. 
Nobody has a long life in the prison 
where he is held ... I believe he should 
remain in isolation." This announce­
ment was nothing short of a threat of 
pre-meditated mUfder! Who can for­
get that this prison "where nobody has 
a long life" was built especially for 
Chairman Gonz.alo? Who actually be­
lieves that death from a medically treat­
able disease ~h as psoriasis could be 
called "natural"? This open threat to 
Comrade Gonzalo's life - this boastful 
confirmation that the regime intends 

to murder him - makes it even more 
important to mobilize people to ener­
gefically demand an end to the isola­
tion of Comrade Gomalo. 

6TH IEC DELEGATION 
TRAVELS TO PERU 

On 16 July, the 6th IEC delegation 
arrived in Lima Their very presence in 
Lima put the regime on notice that all 
of their dirty tricks, their series of lies 
and innuendos, their .threats and belli­
cose pronouncements, had failed to get· 
the international campaign off track. 
Once more a delegation representing the 
strength apd determination of thousands 
around the world was standing at the 
ve:ry gates o( their palace, their courts, 
and their' prisons to tell the regime that 
they couldn't do whatever they wanted 
with impunity," and to let the people of 
Peru know that the international cam­
paign would continue to defend Dr 
Guzman, other political prisoners in 
Peru, and their lawyers. 

The 6th delegation included inter- · 
national lawyers who had been to Lima 
in the past, prominent individuals 
known for their defence of political 
prisoners, an IEC activist, and a spe­
cialist physician in dermatoIOgy quali­
fied to examine Dr Guzman and speak 
about his medical condition. Their 
presence could not be easily dismissed. 
Reporters crowded the delegation's first 
press conference. The presence of the 
IEC delegation made headlines in the 
daily papers. Television reports quoted 
the lawyers' demands to see their cli­
ent and spotlighted the intemation3.I 
Ieafl~ denouncing Fujimori 's ~ts 
against Dr Guzman. Radio stations dis­
seminated news of the presence of the 
delegation to the furthest reaches of the 
Andes. News coverage about the del­
egation spread to dozens of countries 
around the world. 

While in Lima, the delegates re­
newed the IEC's long-standing request 
to visit Dr Guzman Two of the inter­
national lawyers walked right up to the 
gates of the prison in El Callao where 
Chairman Gonzalo is held. Before the , 
eyes of a large number of Peru's press, 
officials from the Fujimori regime once 
again turned them away, revealing the 
terrible fear they still have of ending 
this man's isolation. 

The delegates were also able to meet 
with the International Red Cross and 
~th sympathetic members of religious 
and human rights organizations, and 

were able to gather new and im­
portant infonnation about the op­
pression of the Peruvian people. ..: 

The impact of the delegation 
was not lost on the regime~ which 
scrambled to denounce their pres­
ence. Fujimori 's party issued a 
press statement calling for the 
delegation's expulsion. 
DINC01E agents swarmed the 
hotel loli>y, shadowed delegates 
on the streets, and attempted to 
impede their activities. But the 
impact of the delegation was 
most powerfully evidenced by 
the faces and actions of the peo­
ple, especially the poor. Mem­
bers of the delegation reported 
being greeted with smiles, 
thumbs up sj_gns, pats on the back, and 
even with Jfugs and gifts. A waitress 
asked them to go to the restaurant's 
kitchen oo the kitchen workers could 
greet them; a hotel worker asked. for 
an autograph; as they walkea in one 
place, a band struck up "Zorba the 
Greek", a tune associated with Chair­
man Gonzalo in the minds of many Pe­
ruvians. 'kndors on Ute street gathered 
eagerly around the delegation's press 
conference, scrambling to get their 
hands on delegation press statemlnts, 
IEC leaflets and the Ad to End the Iso­
lation. The support the delegates felt 
from the people strengthened and em­
boldened them, increasing their deter­
mination to overcome all of the obsta­
cles the regime had placed before them. 

Sending the 6th delegation to Peru 
represented a veiy important step in the 
international battle to defend Comrade 
Gomalo. It occurred at a crucial time 
in the battle. Concrete steps were taken 
to end the isolation. People of Petu 
learned of the continuing efforts of the 
International Campaign. A better ba­
sis was laid for the IEC to achieve its 
goals. The regime was deeply stung. 

IEC CALLS FOR 
INTENSIFYING 

THE BATILE TO END 
THE ISOLATION 

As in any campaign, the interna­
tional campaign has experienced ebbs 
and flows during the course of the past 
three years. But not even the dirtiest, 
most low-down tricks of the regime 

• have been able to de-rail it. As the re­
gime plunges to ever greater depths 
in its counter-revolutionary. war 
against the People's War, it becomes 



more and more ex­
posed . Their cam­
paigns of genocide 
against the people, their 
open presentation of po­
litical prisoners show­
ing signs of torture, their 
general amnesty to all 
military and police per­
sonnel connected with 
torture, disappearances, 
rape and murder during 
the past 15 years of the 
People's War, all serve to 
expose them further. 
Their barbarous acts in­
creasingly illustrate to 
many more people around 
the world - many of whom 
are not themselves revolu-
tionary - the necessity for 

the oppressed people to fight against 
this tyranny and for their own libera­
tion. It provides further evidence of 
the true revolutionary role of Comrade 
Gonzalo in leading this fight, and pro­
vides an even greater basis for more 
people to step fonvard to defend his' 
life and what he symbolizes. 

With his statement that Chairman 
Gonzalo will die within three years, 
Fujimori has once again thrown down 
the gauntlet to the millions of people 
around the world who have defended 
Comrade Gonzalo's life. He has admit­
ted that he is slowly murdering him! 
He has admitted that the special prison 
he built for him was meant to kill him. 
This is a very obvious threat and makes 
the battle to end the isolation an even 

The IEC campaign around the world. TOP: In a bookfair in Dhaka, 
.Bangladesh. CENTRE: Rooffop graffiti in Bertin, Germany. BoTTOM: Str .. t theatre 
with Chairman Gonzalo's cage speech in San Francisco, US. 
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more urgent necessity. But it must be 
understood in a broader conte>..1. It is 
another component in the regime's 
overall plan of counter-revolutionary 
war. It is another attempt to demoral­
ize people in Peru and around the world 
who have for three years demanded re­
spect for the life of this revolutionary 
leader. It is another attempt to convince 
people that the regime will remain in­
transigent -- that no amount of protest 
and exposure will get them to end the 
isolation. As the regime steps up the 
repression of the Peruvian people, it 
wants Comrade Gonzalo and every­
thing he symbolizes to be forgotten. 
They want to murder him in silence -
just as they wanted to do at the begin­
ning of the campaign. 

But the political atmosphere in the 
world has changed since the arrest of 
Chainnan Gonzalo. A gaping hole has 
been punched in the shroud of secrecy 
that the reactionaries had so carefully 
wrapped around the People's War in 
Peru. The battle lines have been re­
drawn. Tens of thousands of people 
who had previously been either igno-
rant or confused now know the truth 
about what is going on in Peru. They 
know who Comrade Gonz alo is. ).. 
They've read his words. His historic ~O 
24 September 1992 speech has reached 
millions. To increasing numbers of G 
people, the People's War in Peru has 

0 
.... 

come to represent the right of the op-
pressed to fight against their oppres- ~ 
sors. Whether or not the leader of such :C: 
a struggle can be defended against all .... 
of the might of the imperialists has ~ 
become an ever more crucial battle. ~ 

For three years Comrade Gonzalo ~ 
has been isolated in the dungeons of 
the Fujimori regime. He has been iso­
lated from the people of Peru. He has 
been isolated from the Communist 
Party of Peru. He has been isolated from 
the international communist move­
ment. It is of great importance that this 
isolation end. This is a crucial part of 
the battle to defend his life. 
Move Heaven and Earth to Defend 
the Life of Chairman Gonzalo! • 

FOOTNOTES 

1 Interview with Comrade Gonzalo 
reprinted in its entirety in Awnv 
1992/1 8. 

2 The 8 Dec 92 issue of Le Monde re­
ported that the firing squad was held 
off by "fear ofintemational reaction". 
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May Day 1995 

· Dig the Graves of the lmPerialists or Make 
· -~ ·· . Peace with Them: 

Two. Opposing Roads 
of Accommodation 

vs.· Revolution 
__: Statement by the Committee of the Revolutionary 

Internationalist Movement 

In the jungles and the mountains of Peru an uncompromising revolutionary war of 
the people led by the Communist Party of Peru (PCP) is challenging the old order. 
The decrepit state and. its reactionary classes and imperialist advisors have co~­
bined their efforts to destroy i~ yet the !?!ight red flag of revolution i~ being energep-

... cally and courageously defended and bright red sparks of the commurust future·crackle 
~ in their faces, defiantly demonstrating to the nme of gunfire that for the Ill:~ses.Pf ~e 
o. people worldwide the road of the international proletariat, the Marxist-Lemrust-MaoJSt 
... road, is the only way out of their swamp of ~~ery and oppression. ~ 
~ Compare this bold, liberating path to the series of imperialist-sponsored so-called e "peaceful settlements" trying to snuff out the masses, rebellions ~ many places 
9 around the world today .. With the aid of capitulating leaders of refornust movements, 
o: the imperialists are actively seeking to defuse longstanding coQflicts in order to s~­
~ bilize their decaying world order in the midst of growing global crisis, now that ~err 
~ Soviet bloc has melted as a major rival. From the tiny chip of land sold as Palestme 

to the most ingratiating PLO bidders who now fire rubber bullets at the masses, to· 
colo~al So~th Africa, wJ:iere a black ~lite has agreed to help round the edges ofraw 
colorual white supremacISt rule, the bitter truth is that the masses have been totally 
sold out and sections of the people at the bottom of society are likely to be pushed 
down even further. 

Although this road of accommodation and "peace" is sometimes perfumed with 
wisps of bourgeois democratic reforms to cover the stench of the exploitation and 
oppression the ~asse.s ~ready know well and struggle against daily, it is not a new 
way out of the tmpenalist swamp. Fundamentally it offers nothing but further suf­
f~rin~ for ~e p~ple: it ~s a road for drowning in that swamp, as the disastro'-!8'

1 

'

1 s1~ttons m thes~ eXJ?l?s•~e places graphically show more every day. Nowhere 1s · 
this clearer t!tan ~ c~s1s-ndden Mexico, where only a real revolutionary strategy 
can stop ,the 1mpenalists an~ their client state from literally crushing the people un­
der their heel. They are trying to sell the livelihood of millions of rural masses and 
others to. fatten Yankee banks using the dual tactics .of half-hearted "peace talks" and! : 
the s't~nding of the brutal neocolonial army against the rebel peasants. : ; 

The revolutionary fighters of the people's army in Peru began withs~ forces and are:~ 

May Day 1995. 

ABOVE RIGHT: 
Colombia, 
RIGHT: U.K. 
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armed only with a correct 
Marxist-Leniriist-Maoist line 
and the weapons they have 
captured from the enemy or 
made themselves, and they are 
fed by the peasants and the la­
bouring masses, yet they have 
been able to stand up against 
all odds because they are sup­
ported by and rely upon the 
people. They are hewing a 
whole different road on behalf 
of our class, the international 
proletariat. -1bis army and the 
Party that leads it are different 
from the nationalists and armed 
revisionists who seek better 
terms at the bargaining table, 
because they are Jed by a dif­
ferent class ideology. The PCP 
leadership has strongly re­
jected the call to make peace 
with the ruling class, a call that 

emerged within the Party's ranks after the capture of Chairman Gonzalo. 
This call is a dangerous and illusory path that betrays the fundamental 
interests of the people - in Peru and worldwide. The Central Com- I 
mittee of the PCP is boldly surmounting the twists and turns that this ).. 
kind of revolutionary war inevitably confronts in the face of the united :-=e 
force of the world's dirtiest annies, its lying media, and its pro-imperi- 0 
alist·"peace" traps that are set to lure in former revolutionaries. ~ 
The PCP is part of the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement (RIM), () 
and th~ People's Wglar ~ thPeru is

1
dthe damost i~portaned. t anthd far-rea~~g ~ 

revolutionary strug em e wor to y. It is bas on e same VIS1ori c:: 
that May Day, International Workers Day, represents to the oppresse : 
the world over - a future without wage slavery and class divisions, -<> 
without imperialism and its bloodthirsty reactionary servants. In to- ~ 
day's world, which is indeed marked by favourable revolutionary on 
portunities, begging mercy from the world's weakening vampire-1 u. 

-
ers instead of going all out to overthrow them and their vicious sysr m 
arnow1ts to helping stifle the masses' revolutionary energy and gre£. Jy 
exaggerates the imperialists' strength. Choosing the roadofrevoluti0n 
over that of accommodation calls for wholeheartedly supporting the 
PCP and the People's War they are waging, while helping to lay the 
groundwork to follow their example by planting the red flag of Maoist 
revolution, which is now flying in the Andes, amidst the turmoil and 
rebellions erupting throughout the world. 

Step up the Struggle for Revolution throughout the World! 
RaJly to the Defence of our Red Flag Flying in Peru! 
Support the Communist Party of Peru! 
Long Live Proletarian Internationalism! 
Long Live Marxism-Leninism-Maoism! 
Defend the Life ofChainnan Gomalo! Fight to Break the Isolation! 
Long Live the Revolution~ry Internationalist Movement! 
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around the world, produced by A 
World to Win. 

The cassette includes an English 
translation of the lyrics. Ask for 
Spanish, Turkish or Farsi 
translations. 

Unit price: Europe£ 7.00, U.S. $10 
Bulk rates upon request. 

Available f,rom 
A World to Win, 27 Old Gloucester Street, 
London WC1 N 3XX, U.K. 

A World to Win, Regd Office, 3912507 Dewans 
Road, Kochi • 16, Kerala, India, Pin 682016 

A World to Wifl, NA Distributors 
c/o Revolutiorl Books, 9 West 19th Street, 
New Yori<, New York 10011 USA 

Or contact dislributors of AWTW/UMQG in 
your area. , 



Save the Lite 
of M11mia 
Abu-Jamal! 
- Statement by the Committee of the 
Revolutionary Internationalist Movement 

7 August 1995 
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As the following statement by the Committee of the Revolution­
ary Internationalist Movement was being released, news came of 
a stay of execution for Mumia Abu-Jamal. The RIM Information 
Bureau welcomes this partial victory, which is the fruit of deter­
mined protest against this outrage from inside the US and around 
the world. But it should also be clearly stated that this is only a 
partial, temporary victory, and that the US ruling class will cer-
tainly hit back. The stmggle to save the life of this revolutionary )I. 

political prisoner will also surely reach new heights. ~ 
The Committee of the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement expresses its full 
support for the U.S. revolutionary political prisoner Mumia Abu-Jamal, unjustly 
sentenced to death for allegedly killing a police officer in 1981. 

s 
0 
~ 

Murnia Abu-Jamal, who had been a radical journalist and a member of various U.S. <: 
revolutionary organizations of Black people, was sentenced to death after a mockery ~ 
of a trial in 1981 . Mumia has continued to speak out for the oppressed even from ~ 
prison, including taking a firm stand to defend the life of Chairman Gonzalo of the l\S 

Communist Party of Peru. Now, after many years, the authorities are preparing to -
execute Mumia for his uncompromising revolutionary stan~e and as part of ti 1eir 
overall attack on the masses and revolutionary forces in the U.S. · 

' . 
U.S. imperialism's exploitation and oppression within its own borders and through-
out its far-flung empire ultimately rest on its arsenal of deaili and destruction. The 
U.S. imperialist state is driving this truth home by moving to carry out the first legal 
execution of a political prisoner in nearly half a century. With this brutal threat, it is 
spreading a message of terror to all pf its victims in the U.S. and across the world 
who would dare expose and resist this vicious system. 

People from all walks of life and in many countries are fighting to stop the blood­
drenched U.S. ruling class from adding yet another name to the list of political pris­
oners tliey have executed - including John Brown, the Haymarket martyrs, Sacco 
and Vanzetti, and Julius and Ethyl Rosenberg. In the United States, the Revolution­
ary Communist Party, USA, a participating party in RIM, has been fighting to de­
fend Murnia as part of its overall revolutionary work and preparations. The CoRIM 
salutes this struggle and joins its voice to $ose who demand that Murnia Abu-Jamal's 
life be saved and that he go free. • 
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Take up ~Ond Fight for the 
·~ New Decision and the·'. NeW Definition! (Asumir) 

This document was originally pub6shed in 
La RepubDca in Peru. January 1993 and 
circulated abroad by pro-negotiafions. 
forces. All underlining Is from fhe original 
document, however. the notation "io''. 
for •1tar1CS ours". has been left wherever 
it appeared fn the La Republica edition. 
Any explanations by A W1W are given in 
brackets []. The translation retains the feel 
of fhe original as much o$ posSible (ab­
breviations. eUiptic ~eferences. etc:>. -
AWTW 

GUIDING IDEAS 

1. MLM,GT [Marxism-Leninism-Ma~ 
ism, Gonzalo Thought] Ui• invincible 
and· untarnishable (never defeated) 
reason: it is the ideology ofthe last etas~ 
in history. 

2. We are oommunists, Maoists soldiers 
of the proletariat, our essen~ is Mao-

.,_ ism; wherever we may fight, we fight 
~ with the arms we have. · ·· · 

H? Very much keep in mind what Chairman 
~ Mao taught: "The next 50-100 years ... new 
.,.. things, new problems, which must be re­
~ solved." 
~ 

~ 
s· 
~ 
~ 
~ 

It is necessary to continue playing our role· 
there is a certain ~ear in the face of 'taking 
a decision. 

Those who have always fought against us 
are doing so now, why? (io) · 

3. MLM!GT. is our special weapon ... 
Keep. m mmd what was agreed in the 
Third Plenary Session (Ill P.S.). We are 
facin~ new pi:oblems, resolve them by 
applymg Gonzalo Thought (GT). 

4. Take responsibility for and fight for the 
New Decision and the New Defirution. 

These guiding ideas should preside over 
our outlook. 

TEXTS AND DOCUMENTS 

We base ourselves on our ideological out­
look: Marx.ism. Apply it to our concrete 
conditions. , i 

0 · Quotati~ns from Chairman Mao 

• Chapter V ("War and Peace'') sttidy and 
apply. 

0 " ... This ML revolutionary principle is 
universally valid". · 

The principle is not in question. The ques­
tion is its application according to con-. 

crete conditions. (Keep in mind the expe-
rience _of the 1960s and '70s). (io) · 

This application is what gave rise, within 
·the Party, to the Organized Masses and 
Public Opinion, to the conditions for Ini­
tiating. the Armed Struggle (IAS). 

Quote no 1 from Chapter S: "War is the 
highestf.o"!' of s~ggle for resolving class 
contrad1ct1ons .... 

War is initiated and develops according 
to concrete conditions, and as these 
change, the form~ of struggle must change. 

Quote no 3 from Chapter 5: "The division 
of wars into just wars and unjust wars ... 
what should be done when an unjust war 
breaks out ... The way to oppose it is to 
prevent it before it breaks out, and if it 
breaks out~ 'to oppose unjust war with just 
war, whenever possible~:n ''Whenever p<>s­
sible" al!!<> applies to us wh~n we face an 
unjust war. as .'1- reply to a just war (includ­
ing as a reply to our actions; don't read 
this in an abstract way, but· understan<I its 
application). 

•··Quote no 2 ·from Chapter 5: Relation­
.. ship between war and PQlitics. "If the 

obstacle is _not ·completely· ~ept away, 
the ·war will have to continue". (Text 
fr()m 1934, in 1937 analyze the contra­
dictions). Look at Chungklng talks in 
1945, volume IV: implies not finishing 
the democratic revolution. . 5_ . 

Did Chairman Mao negate this .principle? 
N~t he applied it,_in a creative way to the 
end of the war wath Japan: public opinion 
wlls for peace. Chairman Mao strove to 
take public opinion· into account, and that 
led him to these talks. There were big con­
cessions. What was the problem? After the 
agreement was signed by Chairman Mao 
in the name of the CCP,.,and the KMT 
headed by Chi~ng ~-shek, ihe latter vio­
lated the agreement· and launched a coun­
teroffensive. Mao didn t violate any prin­
ciples. We should not read in a general 
way but rather see _the applicatio11 to re­
ality. Thus ii can be said that politics is 
war without bloodshed.just as war is poli- . 
tics with bloodshed. (io) . , , '

1 
· 

The people :S law, "Struggle, fail, ... pro­
voke, make trouble'~. 

This is.a Grept Law -of the Class Struggle, 
describing the laws of (mpe.rialism and 
reaction, and the people. . . 

The 'Class Struggle is a great and cons~nf 
class war directed by political leaders. It 

has two forms: 

1. Bloodless: "Politics· is war without 
bloodshed." . 

2: ·Bloody: "War is politi~s with blood-
shed'." ,. 

BOth are fonn~ of th~ great political war 
that is the class strµgglc, and the latter is 
the development o'f the contradiction be­
tween Revolution and Couhterrevolution 
wltosc essence is: Fight·and ·make trou: 
hie. 'The two· lawp.;are a Great Law of the 
CJass Struggle, a contradi~tion whose 
terms are: on the one side, make trouble 
which inevitably,Jeads to ruin, and on th~ 
othe~ side, fight,' which inevitably leads 
to. victory. ~oth. processes pass through 
fadures; whde the old leads to ruin the 
new leads to victory. This is a great, in­
exorable Law. Do not fear failure· the 
problem is to struggle, and dilis- th~ im­
~rtance of the great Marxist truth: "It's 
·,~ght to make revolution." Study it and 
apply it. Very im_portaht. 

• Quotes page 237. 

*· Quotes page 221. Don't be subjective, 
one-sided, superficial. Very impbrtant. 

Being subjective means not weighing 
the circumstances. See things in an all­
around ~ay. 

* Chapter 7, "Left-Wing Communism, an 
Infantile Disorder": "The Communists 
~f today are communists because 
throughout all the intermediate stages 

· · ·and all the compromises created, not 
by them but by the forward march of 
the process of history, they clearly and 
precisely see and constantly pursue 
their final objective~ thus, the abolition 
of classes flnd the creation of a society 
in which '1h~re will be neither private 
ownership of land nor private owner­
:ship of the means of production." 

6 SLOGANS 

I .,.,Struggle for a Peace Agreement! (prin­
cipal, and political gu~de) 

II 

2: Uphold and Apply the Call! 

3. Take Up and Fight for a New Great De­
cision and Great Definition! 

4:. Close ranks around CG and the Cen-
1 ~rat ·Leadership! 

5.' bt.Jphold the New Great Decision and 
; 

1 
efinition! . 

6.; 1 Glory to MLM! 
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WHAT IS A COMMUNIST? 

Do w~ or do we not grasp this historlcal 
process; are we objective or subjective? 
Either we deal with reality, or it will· deal 
with us. Communist see things clearly 
(there can be· dis&>ncerting confusion). 

"The 33 Blanquists are communists be­
cause they think they can skip intermedi~ 
ate stages... and that the seizure of power 
will begin in the next few days - .they are 
completely certain of that - and once 
power is seized, that communism. will be 
established the day after. If this proves im­
possible to do immediately, they are not 
communists." 

What childish disingenuousness it is to. 
present impatience as a convincing th~ 
retical argument! 

Naturally, very young, and ine~perience~ 
revolutionaries, as well as petty-bourgeois 
revolutionaries who may even have at­
tained a respectable age and accumulated 
much ~xperience, consider it extremely 
dangerous, incomprehensible and errone­
ous to "grant compromises". 

Many sophists, politicians, etc., think the 
same way, but what do they do every day? 
They make capitulationist compromises. 

"Nevertheless, the proletarians have un­
dergone the schooling of numerous 
strikes ... they assimilate the profound 
truth." 

"PHILOSOPl:IlCAL TRUTH": In con­
formity with contradiction, the road is full 
of twists and turns. 

"HISTORICAL TRUTH": In the process 
of development of revolutions, the class 
struggle is the .same. 

''POLffiCAL TRUnr': The daily strug­
gle for political power expresses this ne­
cessity. 

"PSYCHOLOGICAL TRUTH": How to 
understand things' from the class point of 
view, to see the differences that imply 
compromises d~anded by objective con­
ditions... compromises that in no way di­
minish our revolµtionary abnegation, nor 
our detennination to ~oritinue the strug­
gle by means of the compromises obtained 
by the Workers. Differentiate these from 
subjective compromises serving private 
interests, from traitors pursuing their own 
interests .... 

Strikebreakers also undertake ~ompro­
mises! Their cowardliness, their desire to 
adulate the capitalists ... before crumbs ... 
they seek to flatter the capitalists. 

- Not all compromises are so simple; . 
there are .international and national 
compromises. In our case, we ·'should 
see the two situations! - that's what 
Lenin says, a direct application to our 
case. "No ®mpromise" is absurd. 

What does it mean to speak of a mature 

Party of the Class, that merits the name, 
and leaders who deserve to be considered 
as such? ... It means, in reality, acquiring, 
through prolonged e~orts,. all the r:epr~:­
sen~tives of a given class eapable of tliin~­
ing: Lenin: in every class there are and 
always will be... representatives of the 
class who don't think, who are incapable 
of thinking for themselves; if it weren't 
like that, imperialism would not be the 
class oppressor that it is. 'The leaders are· 
those who have the knowledge, the expe­
rience, and the political wisdom necessary 
for a prompt· and just solution to complex 
political problems (have commitment and 
enough decisiveness to do it, not just to 
understand, but to decide). 

Volume IV - 1S1 CM pages 430-443 

The El Diario Interview given b~ CG: 
- ·thought,'iessons of the People7

S War, 
the question of leadership: "The forg­
ing of a leadership, clearly, ean 't be frn­
provised ... Leadership of the P~ple7S 
War". Page 8 (El DiariQ. e(lition). Heads 
and Headquarters, there· are groups, 
heads and headquarters. - page 11 
(idem). 

- Experience of the Commune. Don't 
strike the flag, uphold· it gloriously un­
til victory, no m~tter what the cost. 
Page 20 (idem). · 

- Page 32 (id~) on diaJog_ue: this refers 
to the final part of the war, don't apply 
this mechanically. 

t·NEW DECISION 
AND NEW DEFINITION. 

1. ASTAGEOFTHEREVOLU110N HAS 
ENDED. FIGHT FOR'A FUTURE' 
WAVE OF THE WORLD PROLETAR• 
IAN REVO,LUTION (WfR)! 

A grandiose and inde~i~te· ~t,age o.f the·· 
WPR has ended. · ., 
There is a World Political Ebb (It is stra­
tegic and glob~/); this stag~, .ltas left us 
three great. b~umer~: Mar-x-Lenin-;M:ao, 
which are concretized in the fact that 
MLM is · unconquerable ah'd 
untamishable. 

In 1891, Engels, in the "Inti<x.fuction tQ The 
Civil War in France", taught that 'there 
would be an ebb in the WPR and that it 
was not p0ssible 1D seize powet It was nec­
essary to resolve the problem of new fonns 
of struggle arid organiz.ation; princip~ly 
military questions. He makes a• summation 
of SO years of the WPR: there was a gtm­
eral political ebb (OPE); Marie himself re­
ferred to this when he founded the First 
International (International Working Men's 
Association). There. is a difference between 
the Man'i/esto of the Communist Par/JI and 
the basic argument for·"the International 
Workingmen 's Associatioµ. 
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In 1891, imperialism was undergoing. a 
restructuring; a .new division of the world 
was underway. For 30 years· it. was not 
possible to seize power, nor resolve the 
problem of fonns of struggle and organi­
zation. It is not the same today. In 1917, 
Lenin resolved it, an'd in 1949 Chairman 
Mao resolved the problem of the road to 
revolution in semifeudal, semicolonial and 
bureaucrat 'capitalist countries, and in the 
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution 
(1966-1976), he resolved the problem .of 
the continuation of the socialist revolution 
under the dictatorship of the proletariat , 

- Chairman Mao: Chapter on Cadres, in 
the .I.~t quote where he speaks about 
.training successors. 

Thus, previously we held that the Strate­
gi c Offensive of the World Revolution 
(SOWR) began in the 1980s; today we 
have developed and we consider that the 
period 1976-1980 represents only a few 
years. The SOWR began with the Great 
Proletarian Cultural Revolution, because 
it is the highest ,peak reached by the WPR 
and the National Liberation Movement 
(NLM) under the leadership of the prole­
tariat. Thus Chairman Mao sought tri de­
velOp ,and deepen the WPR. 

See Chmrman Mao's Quota:tions, chapter 
on imperialism, page 72: There are two 
winds, the east wind is prevailing; In 1957, 
page 77: ''Imperialism ~II not la~t long." ~ 

Strive to grasp the great stages; recall O~ 
Cliainnan Mao: ''the next 50-100 years ... ". 
This. means 2010 to 2060; therefore, a new ;!! 
wave is gestating, understand it as part of tJ 
the development of the contradiction be- O 
tween .restoration and counter-restoration. ~ 
Ke~p in mind historical experience, the -
law of the development of the Class Strug- C: .... 
gle. The Bourgeois Revolution took 300 "O 
years to consolidate itself. In the sixteenth "O 
century, the revolution took place in Hot- ~ 
land, which was smashed by Spain in the ~ 
seventeenth century. In England, the tri­
umph of the Bourgeois Revolution took 
place in two l>llf1s:. the. revolution led by 
0. Cromwell in 1640 failed, and in 1688 
the "Glorious Revolution" triumphed, 
with 48 years between the two. In the 
eighteepth century, the emancipation of the 
Uniteq Sta~es occurred in 1776; the Revo­
lution triumphed in France in 1789. Eng-
land became the world's leading power 
after the defeat of the "Invincible Armada" 
(Naval Battle), so that it took England al-
mo~t 90 years before the bourgeoisie won 
out and consolidated. 

If the bourgeoisie as a class needed 300 
years to consolidate its power, it cannot 
?e. demanded that the proletariat resolve 
it m the 66 years (2/3 of a century) that it 
has exercised its dictatorship in a State, 
)~ding Socialist Revolution. 

There is a difference with the OPE of 1891 
(Engels summed it up). 
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The present OPE derives from the proc- as Marx taught, has not disappeared, he 
ess of restoration, from the creation of continues his work. 
unfavourable public opinion of this :whole If the pplitical tendency doesn) exist, the 
stage of the Revolution (140 years). So far, historical tendency doesn t exisJ. Today' it 
the OPE has lasted 3 years. In the light of is .. underground; we have to be'able to un­
Marxism - and this is decisive and key in...' - derstand th. is. (io) 
order to sketch out the strategy of the WPR 
in the New Great Wave - we_ understand It has fallen on us, and we are carrying 
why this period is a hinge between the cul- the rubble of the disintegrations, the res­
mination of a stage of the WPR and the torations (USSR and China), but it exists 
future Great Wave of the WPR. This is daily within the Communist Parties, in the 
the argument for the general political with- communists, in the class, in the anti-im­
drawal, among other questions. perialist struggle. SocialisID; has existed, 
LENIN: "Karl Marx taught the analysis we've seen it, the main right is the right 
of the problem of tactics". Dare to think, to seize political power: it's right _to rebel! 

And as a consequence, it does not disap­
dare to act, dare to decide, going against pear, it is an underlying political tendency. 
the tide is a Marxist principle. Does eve- Marx analyzed this process; he taught us 
rything we have analyzed go against what· about the ''deep waters", "the old mole 
we've been upholding, that "Revolution once agam· [grubs] the earth", thus it mani­
is the main trend''? We must make a dis-tinction. fests itself politically as underground wa- .. 

ters; the political question is decisive: the 
1. TENDENCY. From the historical point leadership of the Communist Parties. It's 

of view, it is incontrovertible and in- neeessary to go back and study this; it is 
exorable that revolutioni is the main very important to reaffirm revolution as 
trend; it's enough to invoke the proc- the main historical trend; politically it is 
ess of development of the new, of con- operating daily. On the world level, there 
tradiction; take into account the exam- is a new redivision of the loot, new con­
ple: the Pampas River arises and tradictions are gestating. 
through a long, zigmgging· course full· Slowly buf surely imperialism is dying -
of bends and setbacks, it always Third Plenary Session (IIIP.S.). 
reaches the sea. We have to understand 
that history cannot go backwards de- How is this manifesting itself today? It 
velopment takes place in spirals a:id is continues unfolding, slowly but inexora­
uneven. Time is counted in decades · bly dying. (Keep in mind the DIP.S. on the 
not years; historical steps are not ~ sinking of the various imperialists); but 
b~ef. See the accompanying general at the same time, there is a transitory re­
d1agram. covery. What Lenin taught in ''lmperial-

2. REVOLUI'IONASAP0Lll1CAL TEN- ism Highest Stage", "~jal ... and Imp.~.", 
DENCY (Study very well). It. will take "Revis ... and Imp ... " is correct and fully 

valid. at least 5 to 6 years for the intema-
tional situation and panorama to cle,jr How *ould we see the question of impe­
up. (io) How is the United States" rialism today? We see it in the light of 
unshared hegemony being concretized? MLM to resolve the new problems. 
H<~w is the ~isintegration of Russia What are the material bases of this situ­
bemg concretized? The ,strengthening ation? The economic base that deter­
and role of the other powers, Japan and mined it was the oil, coal and steel in­
Germany? As for the camp of revolu- · dustries. Today new sour~s of economic 
tion, how is the General Political Ebb work are developing, some very ad­
~GPE) of th~ Revolution manifesting vanced: there are computers, electronic 
itself? What ts the opinion of the Revo- communications, these are great proc­
lutionary Internationalist Movement e8ses of development, genetics, the nio­
CRX¥> regarding these questions? nopolies are paying attention to genetic 
Chairman Mao teaches us that there are modifications (manipulation in plants and 
lOO paper communist parties. How is animals), even in new varieties; this is a 
!bis m~f~ng itself today? See what new line of oppression and exploitation. 
1~ the situatio~ o~ the prole~at's par- Always see the two sides of a contradic­
ti~ and organizations. What ts the siru- tion. All oppression gives rise to a class 
ation of the unions? These are realities movement against oppression. 
~at we ~u~ thoroughly analyze. What 
·~ the sttuat10n of the class organiza- If we look at the question of war, the de­
~ons, the peasant organizations, of na• velopment of strategic ·weapons generates 
t1o~l and world public opinion? The a greater militarization of industry, greater 
k~ ts the leadership of the Commu- investments linked to electronic warfare, 
mst Parties, the question of the class armament that is expensive to produce and 
of the Anti-imperialist Movement. ' maintain and which rapidly b~mes ob-

/N SYNTR-c"'l'" ··· solescent. Their problems with- economic 
.c..:J, .:J, thoroughly analyze the de- recession and its restrictions lead to the 

velopm~nt of the class struggle, its laws, development of conventional weapons. 
tendencies and perspectives. The old mole, The privatization of the means of produc-

tion accumulated by the state is another 
worldwide phenomenon. How much have 
the states accumulated with the mearis of • 
proquction in their hands? All this is be­
ing passed t~ the monopolies, to strengthen 
their power. Alf these_ are questions that 
determine the bases for this transitory eco­
nomic recovery. 

If we look at the question of the s~te in 
particular, we see a tendency to decrease 
its social functions. Who will assume its 
functions? In the imperialist countries, the 
monopolies, for example, are taking on the 
organization of insurance -(in this country, 
the AFP), health care, and educational 
services. A similar phenomenon· is taking 
place in regard to security, not only in 
terms of armament but also to thwart or 
carry out industrial espionage. All this 
~ the question of the various situations 
that form the context of the process of the 
reactionary state of the dictato11Jhip of the' ,: 
big bourgeoisie (in our case, the big bour­
geoisie and the landlords subjugated by 
imperialism). Today their Armed Forces 
are being stre_ngthened and have a greater 
capacity to take political decisions. (io) 

See .the role being taken on by the mo­
nopolies: Yesterday they divided up the 
w~rld; ~y they take on state functions. 

Regarding the international situation, the 
sup~rpowers ha':'e not changed. Russia 
continues to be a superpower based on its 
military cap~city, .. its strategic atomic 
power. ~t has problems in terms of its in­
fluence abroad; its national problems are 
escalating, along with external security 
problems. In Japan, Yeltsin told them not 
to claim the four disputed islands. Russia 
continues to be a pole of influence. See 
its international policy as undergoing a 
process of readjustment and how it's go­
ing to back U.S. hegemony. Japan is be­
coming the second power - it pays grow­
ing attention to its military weakness . and 
seeks to become more powerful, aiming 
to develop its own military power. Ger­
many is sinking France (its famous ally) 
to strengthen its own currency. 

~deologically, th~y are not erecting a new 
ideology, they are expressing its decrepi­
tude. They increasingly make use of the 
"failure of socialism" and with this shore 
up their ~nomic ~~very; they say they 
have no ideology, but they uphold liberal­
!sm. These are ~Id banners they are dust­
m~ ~ff and usmg to manipulate public 
op1mon. 11 

Pay a lot of attention .to and be concerned 
with seeing their slow agony and transi­
tory recovery. The question of ebb - if it 
is not seen in this way, imperialism can't 
be fought. Lenin taught thil't imperialism 
overall holds back the development of the 
productive forces. This is a ,general law, it 
will be determinate at the end of the day. 
On one side we see great abundance, and 



on the other side of the contradiction we 
see I S Qlillion children die every year be­
fore their first birthday. Both questions 
can't be surmounted, ilieY form a contra­
dictory unity. 

How are the empires sinking? (III.PS.) 
We analyze that thi's process takes place 
through long periods, not short ones. Un­
der slavery, the O)ost develQped imperi­
alism was Rome, and it sank through a 
process that la.sted over five centuries; 
under feudalism, the most outstanding 
imperialism, Spain, also sank over the 
course of two centuries; u'nder capital­
ism, England did the same through a 
long period, over a century; )'ankee im­
perialism consolidated its position. as a 
superpower after the second world war, 
in a pro~ess that lasted five decades. 
Consequently, one can predict that the 
pr~cess will be long, but obviously it 
will be briefer than the previo·us ones, 
though clearly these are long periods. 

Revisionism and Revolution: we have 
fought two revisionisms, the old one that 
opposed the. seizure of power 'after the 
second world war, and the re\lisionism 
we are fighting now whose essence is res­
tora'tion. In syn!hesis~ we always fight 
rev~sionism. (io) 

* CONCLUSION. Fight for the future 
wave of the World Revolution; Guide: 
Maoism I 

2. T}fEBUREAUCRAT ROAD IS LAY­
ING A FOUNDATION FOR ITSELF 
AND BECOMING VIABLE. 

• Our starting point is the analysis of 
how they are laying the bases and de­
veloping a coherent strategy in the 
face of the People's War. Economi­
cally, clearly· they are establishing a 

· ~asis, not only passing l~ws, but ap-
plying them~ · 

Since 1988, there have been five years 
of recession. In 1993, the GDP grew by 
6% after five years of growing recession. 
Inflation is also be~'1g redµced. If we 
look at '82 to :'93 from a strategic per­
spective,. the GDP fell \>y 26% and the 
population grew by 30%, so that they 
still need to recover by 20% even with­
out taking the population increment into 
a~unt. We must strive to see the steps 
being taken, the increments obtained, as 
objective facts. · 

u 
Regarding Politics and State, they've 
elected their constitutional councils, 
worked out· the Constitution, they won 
the referendum, the way is being opened 
for.his re-election. This means establish­
ing the basis for the restructuring of the 
state. · 

Regarding Pacification~ t~eir counter­
subversiv.e war, Jhey began with civic .ac­
tiQn, then they proceeded to oo~t,tol' the 
population, then the tondas, their psy 

ops arid intelligen~ operations that led 
to thC? captures. 1 

'- • 

This whole period of b~rea'ucrat capital­
ism is going in a particular direction. The 
concentration of po1ilichl -power. That :f 
a necessi,Y df this proceis: A long-term 
plan and long-t~rm governme'!!. to push 
it forward, lead it ·and apply it. -There-
fore bureaucrat capitalism ,is,beingjun:ip­
started. (io) 

• With the capture of the Headquarters 
and tJle Central Leadership, imperial­
ism did not consider it necessary to in-
tervene. ' · 

• On 24 September, Chairman qoiµaio, 
in his Speech, derived the Programme> 
the PLF, the PLA, the New State' and 
its retative stability; reg~ing the peo­
ple's war, the shift of the centre and 
all which .that implies, and he laid the 
basis for the masterful plan for a gen­
eral political withdrawal. 

• The whole process of the counter-revo­
lutionary war led it to be successful. 

• The jum~starting of bureaucrat capi­
talism entrains a greater imperialist 
domination: "Reinsertion". 

• · The bOrder problems with Bolivia, &.­
uador, Chile and Brazil are putting the 
Nation in. peril. · 

In synthesis, what is· the· situation with 
bureaucrat capitalism today? 

;.._.' 

There is no powerful li~tion movement, 
the struggle of the proletariat and the peo­
ple is weakened, and consequently is nei­
ther powerful nor strong. Therefore, bu­
reaucrat capitalism is bemg given a new 
impulse and its plan is becoming viable, 
political and social rights are becoming 
mo~ restricted, all this is leading to the 
fact thatthe deep clasS struggle will nour­
ish the old mole. 

·Know how to get one's bearings and deal 
with the laws of a process, see it in J>er­
s~tive, the direction things are going in. 

The strong point, dre most developed. as­
pect of the t.femocratic road: the People :S 
War. (io) 

1 
• 

3. THE PEOPLE'S WAR CANNOT DE­
VEWP BUT ONLY MAINTAIN IT­
SEI.F. (io) There·are sbdndispensable 
qu~stions for victory in ~pie's war: 

I . Proletarian leadership, 

2. Base amongst the masses, 
13. Strategic centralization,. 

4. Anny of a new type, 

S. Protract~d J>C9ple's war, 

\ 6. Favourable international conditions. 

Number six d~s riot exist; ies not princi­
pal, ·hut it is rt~. The principal ques­
tion is no. 1, that it m·aintains a just and 
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correct political line, that it is capable of 
developing the people's·war, giving it a_ 
direction and the leadership ·of the Class.'-

We have problems with numbers l and 
3. ·They (the foadershij> outside) do not 
analyze th~ new problems, .the direction; 
number 4 needs to be bui(t.and developed, 
"PLA:" ~not just a name; ·number 2 is 
not being taken up and led as it should 
be under the new conditions. Who repre:­
serits the 'people in the elections? No 
one ... Thus ii gU comes back to protracted 
peqple. s w~f.. the problem is proletarian 
leadership. (io) 

• What have we achieved? 

- First, we worked for a fong time. to 
launch the Armed Struggle and deve,lop 
the people,s war, the ~evolutionary 
Peasants' war led by the Party, relying 
on its own bases, forces and on the 
mas~, with class indeperidence - the 
people's war has lasted 13 years'. 

- We have dealt blows at the three moun­
tains, there is more sweeping away· of 
semifeudalism, tearing apart of the sys­
tem, we've fought bureaucrat capital­
ism, we've shown what it means to 
evolutionize semifeudalism: 1run the 
Peruvian state in opposition to revolu­
tion. 

- We've fought Imperialism in head-on 
struggle, the development. of our war 
has been a security problem for the U.S. 
since. 1989. 

The Peoples War has generated an 
Anny of a New Type. (io) 

O~ - We have formed a State of a New Type, 
that the class can lead, which never. ~ 
happened before. i 

- Its repercussions are enormous. ~ 

- In synthesis: the peoples war has given ~ 
us five successes. -(io) "5 

I. The peoples war is the greatest revo-
. lutionary social movement in all of Pe­

ruvian history, in terms of its_pro- · 
gramme, development and .duration.· 
.(io) · - · · · 

2. It has ·served tO.'defend~ Maoism' ·a:s -a 
third,. ileW and '1i8het stage, fundaillen­
tally fot strategic development ·on a 

· ·world level. · 

· 3. It has ~sed. the Party's., prestige to Ute 
highest level in its history~ with greater 
impac.t on ~e world. . . '· 

4. We have a·ccumulated1 ;the most enor­
mous revolutionary experience in Peru 
and Latin America and one of the,great­
est in 'today's world. 

S. It I~·~ great ~upport to the proletarian 
. :world rev.ojution, recognized by the 
Revolutionary lnternatio.nalist Move-­
ment (RIM) as a vanguard theatre of 

·the World· Proletarian Revolution; it is 

..... 
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a moment when the revolution is end".". 
ing a great period. It is a hinge between 
two waves. 

It is an example of how to base"yourself 
on your own efforts and it has shown that 
people's war is invinc11ffe. (io). 

4. THE PROBLEM OF LEADERSHIP 
. , .CANNOT BE RESOLVED IN GOOD 

TIME. 

5. NEW GREAT DECISION. NEW 
GREAT DEFINITION: STRUGGLE 
FOR A PEACE AGREEA1ENT AND' 
LAY THE BASES FOR THE SECOND 
CONGRESS. 

CONCRETE TASKS 

Uphold still higher MLM,GT, struggle for 
a Peace· Agreement and its application; 
define the far-reaching impact of the peo­
ple 's war: the great Revolutionary Social 
Movement in Peruvian history, link our­
selves more deeply to the broad masses, 
develop proletarian internationalism more .. 
Quote from Chairman Mao: "If a Revolu­
tionary Party ... " this is the singl~ axis and 
the great strength, defend it and streqgthen 
it against wind and tide, persist in taking 
the ideological-political line as decisive 
for the people's war. 

Culminate the propaganda. 

6. AS LONG AS THERE ARE MASSES 
AND A PARTY, ALL MIRACLES WILL 
BE ACCOMPLISHED. SO LET'S 
DEAL WITH THE GENERAL·Mil..1-
TARY PULLBACK, WHICH IS A 

The following, wrttt~n in fhe latter Parfof 1993 
by leaders of 1he Right OpPe>rtunlst Line in 
Conto Grande prison outside Lima~· strips this 
line down to its most shameful essence; It is 
an outtine of1heir proposed agreement with 
fhe Peruvian g9vemment of Alberto FuJimori. 
The authorities allowed family members of 
pro-neg?tiations prisoners to bing it out, 
along with the document Asumir. to circu­
late among Party members and supportel'S 
around the country. It was dlsO·given to the 
press by the regime; Which has never made 
any official comment. - AW1W 

L lntrOd uction 

1 . Vof e uphold ou~ ideology and ~lass prln­
. ciples, Marxism-Leninism-Maoism 

· · Gonzalo T~ought, as well as our' PartY 
membership. 

2. Ending the people's war represents nei-

CONSEQUENCE OF THE GEN­
ERAL POLITICAL EBB. IT lS COM­
PLEX AND DIFFICULT BUT NEC-

· ESSARY::·· 
. ... . \ 

DEVELOP OTHER FORMS OF STRUG­
GLE UNPER NEW CONDITIONS. 

D. ROUND OF TALKS . 

1 . First contacts. 

2. Rounds of conversations. Ceremonies, 
peace agreements, ·first letter, general 
outline, second letter. 

3. Present situation. 

4. Circulation of petition for an agree­
.. ment. · .. 

5. Perspectives. 

ID CONCLUSIONS AND TASKS. 

1. Take up and fight 'for a New Great De­
cision and Definition... Struggle for a 
peace agreement and lay the basis ... 

2. Concrete· Party tasks. 

3. Specific tasks. 

BASES QN WHICH TO DEVELOP 
PEACE AGREEMENT. 

1. Peruvian public opinion is for peace. 
"It has become a necessity .... " 

. 2. Public opinion is in favour of a diplo­
matic resolution. It is a necessity for 
imperialism and the other im'~rialist 
powers. " 

3. .It is a necessity for the State and th~ 

government, so that they can continue 
developing theif'evolutionary road. 
Problems of its present cost: tenns, re-

. election and long-tenn plan. 

4. The Party's actions: how does it take 
this up and carry it forward? Its ability 
to put forward conditions depends on 
this. Commissio11 of Delegates. (io)_, 

POLICY TO BE CAruuED OUT. 

1. No confrontations, neutralize and re­
spond measure for measure. 

2. Change 011r language, we .are i11volved 
in diplomacy, which doesn't mean tail­

, ing it. (io) · 

3. Distinguish the main target to attack 
today, at this conjuncture. 

4. The question is the wise· handling of 
the field of objective convergences. R' 
[=]Rx'. (io) // 

S. This is a Peace Agreement betwe~n the 
PCP and the Armed Forces by means 
of the Govemme1JI. Our political posi­
tions are confirmed, we said how to · · 
resolve the contradictions between the 
Communist Party and the Armed 
Forces and that is what is happening. 
(io) · .. 
- Develop the two-line struggle, aim­

ing to unite, fight so that there is as little 
dispefi~l as possible; the Party is strong 

··in politics, but we are willing to have it 
that only a few remain; we will be the most 
tested, the best defence is to attack. Let 
the membership be seen as a relay mirror 

"Outline for a Basic ·Document" 

thet surrender nor abandoning the' revo­
lution, but rather continuing the strug­
gle under new conditions. 

3. 'W_e are in favour of signing a Peace 
Agreement as an historic step of ·im­
perious necessity th~t today has be­
co~e a necessity fC!r the people, the 
nation. and Peruvian society as a 
whole; the people need peace, as well 
as democracy and development, and 
especially conditions that would allow 
them to meet their fundamental n~s. 

4. This basic document has as its objective 
the achievement of a peace agreement. 

S. The two sides in this round of conver­
sations are the two banks of a river with 
a common problem. Each of us, from 
our own respective point of view, 
agrees th~t w~ m1,1st achieve a· 'goal: a 
peace agreeme11t. 

D. Basic Approach 

1. Sign a peace agreement wh?se appli­
cation would lead to the endmg of the 
war the country is experiencing. 

2. End the people's war begun 17 May 
1980, in all its four fonns of guerrilla 

· · actions. Disband the People's Guerrilla 
Anny, destroying its arms and combat 
materiel; likewise, dissolve the Peo­
ple's 1~ommittees and the revolution­
ary q'se areas of ~he People's New 
.Democratic Republic. 

3. End the military actions against the 
people's war by the Anned Forces and 
Police of the Peruvian state, as well as 
by se®ndary forces. 

4. Free ~tl prisoners of war, by groups and 
aCCQr<ltng to a timetable, whether or not 
they ~~ve been sentenced because of 
the Jl#ple's war according to currently 
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in the infamous attacks of the enemy, not 
even the Armed Forces act like that. 

- The oth~r hill also has its clear objec­
tive: that we never raise our heads again 

· and that the people's war is riever rt}­
peated; and ii can t be denied lhat ii is 
using this to ~in lhe referendum IOday 
and tomorrow win re~election, because 
as the Peruvian state.what it needs is a 
long-term plan to restructure and re-

. start. Demarcate and be alert to. alien 
ma~hinations. '(io) · 1 

• 

- '1.et us ~de a ,present of uncertain pos­
sibilities for a future with. real and cer­
tain pe~~pecti ves.,, 

QUOTATIONS FROM 
CHAIR.MAN GONZALO 
1 ..• ·,w~·'c~wmun~sts struggle With abso-

1 ·lute· conviction in our goal, commu­
nism,' no matter how many.battles we 
fight nor how many setbacks and. diffi­
culties and even defeats we suffer in 
the twists and turns of the road to vie-

: . tory." 

2. ''Risk doesn't stop us, danger doesn't 
scare us. What must be done is.done." 

3. "We Communists ·expect n~thi~g and 
want everything; we want nothing for 
ourselves as individuals and everything 
for humanity. Let communism shirie 
upon the Earth.,, 1 · ; • • · · • 

4 .. "We Communists 'have only one inter,. 
. ;est; communism; and for it we would 

give the only thingwe have: our lives." 

5. "Outside of the Party we .are nothing; 
. inside the Party. we are everything." 

6'. ·''A clear mind, a resolute will and an 
· ineXtinguishable passion" (Trilogy). 

7. ''We Communists 8.re free men because 
·we deal with the laws with whic.h· we 
will: transfOnn reality." 

8. "We Commu~i_sts fight unflinchfogly; 
everi thoµgh we know that 'as individu­
als we will be ground up, ·and extin­
guished in terms of the class from 
which we arose.": 

9. "~·Will be buly man when comniu­
nism is esta~lished upon the Earth.,, 

10."We Communists are. the mortar of 
c0mmunism." · . : 

11. "Know how, to see sudden changes and 
· take grC'.St dec~sions." - .· 

QUOTATIONS FROM 
(:llAIRMAN MAO. 

1. '~Thoroughgoing materialists are fear­
less. We hoP,C 1'tat all ·those who strµg­
gle . beside us will· valiantly assume 
their responsibilities, oyercoJll~ 'Ciiffi­
culties and. have no fear of. setbacks or 
mockery, ~nd not hesitate to c'riticize 
us C?mqlllnists a~~. gi~~ us their ·sug-
gestions." · · · · · 

2. '.'He who does ,not fear the d~th of a 
thousand cuts dares to unhorse the Em­
peror. This is the intrepid spirit we need 
in our struggle for S<>cialism and 1com-
munism." . • · · 

65 

3. "Going against the tide is a Marxist 
principle." 

4. "Dare to think, dare. to speak, and dare 
to act." 

OTHER IDEAS 

- "You must have the courage to look at 
the bitter truth in .the face." 

- "Tell the truth though you burst." 

"To know men and· deqds, you have to 
know. them close up· and judge theDJ 
from a di$..nce" (BoUvar) .. 

- "Men come ·and go but dCeds .rem&in." 

'<.The mosi~effective weapon against lhe 
enemyis lhe unity of lhe leadership and 
lhe:led." .(io) 

"It would be easy to .undertake a battle 
with the absolute 'as8urance of winning 
it'" (Marx)~ 

SLOGANS TO BE USED ~ I 

- "Struggle for a· Peace Agreement!'' 
(This is the principal slogan and .po­
litical guide). 

- &'Uphold and ·apply the caJi!" 

- "Assume the Responsibility and ·Fight 
for a New Great Decisfon and New · 
Great Definition!" " : 

·"Glory to Marxism-Leninism-Mao- :...,. 
ism!" - . · · · 

- . · ~~The PCP wants Peace, no more re- ~ 
pression!" • ;! 

tJ 

C3 
~ c: 

The 11 PointProgramme for Capitulation 
, . 

applicable legislation. Improvement of 
prison 'conditions for. those who tem­
porarily remain in this situation. An 
end to isolation. Family visits, legal de. 
fer>:ce, work, study a~d recreation. 

S. End the repression and persecution of 
Party members, fighters, sympathizers 
and the people by anti-subversive forces 
in the country, as well as of persons re-

0 siding abroad. Cancellation of pending 
trials, no new trials, annulment of judi­
cial summons and arrest warrants. · 

6. End the campaign being· carried out in 
Peru and· abroad against the people's 
war, the Party and 'its members and 
sympathizers. Instead, carry out a cam~ 
paign in favour of the :necessity of 
peace, democra<?Y and ~evelopment. 

7 .. Help, and in no way hinder,, the 
reintegration into social life and evecy-

day life of p~ members, fighters and 
sympathizers of the peopie's·w&t, as well 
as of those Peruvians of similar status 
who return from abroad· with that aim. 

8. Respect for the mortal remains ·of the 
heroes of the people fallen in these 
years of war, return· of ·the bodies or 
information as to their whereabouts. 
The saine fot the disappeared - the 
right ·of their family members and 
friends to visit their graves and pay 
them homage. This includes the re­
mains of Comrade Norah and other 
sons and daughters of the people. 

9. Return of the central archives 'of the 
PCP, its libraty and museum· of the 
revolution, including seized video and 
audio recoroings. ' 

10. As peace is gradually reestablished, 
legislation should guarantee strict re-

$pect for fundamental rights, such as 
· individual rights; as well as economic 

and s<>cial rights, and should also imeet 
• · the demands of the people. for democ­

racy and deV"elopment, especially their 
funrupneµtal needs. There should be a 
_specia~ plan to •promote· developm~n

1

t 
in ~c areas affected by the war; prin­
cipally benefittiitg the peasants, the 
poor masses of the shantytowns and the 
workers, giving substantial attention to 
those crippled, orphaned or widowed 
by the war. 

11.A law of general. amnesty for the sake 
of national reconciliation, without vic­
tors or.Vanquished, without reprisals, 
vengeance, persecution or personal re­
strictions placed on anyone, which 
would only complicate the arduous task 
of-fulfilling the peace agreement to 
which both sides are committed. • 
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shantytown proletarians. 
The most important basis 'tJf the 

People's War (the people and espe­
cially the poor peasants) are far more 
solid than ever in the .modem history 
of class struggle in. ~t country, and 
it is not an easy thing for the enemy 
to do away with. As their Rand Cor­
poration report states, " ... (T)he move­
ment is firmly entrenched in the h? gh­
lands. ... Sendero now enjoys a sub­
stantial base of support in. the coun­
tryside and has begun actively recruit­
ing from amongst the w:b3n Ul\em­
ployed. It has also proven to be a re­
~ilient, adaptable ~d ruthless orgalli­
Zation. These traits, togeth~r, have 
made Sendero a formidable ·adver­
~·" (Rand paper, cited inAWI'W 16; 
"()µr Red _Flag is Flying'', p. 71) 

After eenturies·. of ~ing bljitally 
suppressed and degraded·by ~e·rul­
ing classes, in the .~urse of_ 13 years 
of People's War the oppressed masseS 
in Peru (the workers, the<peasantry, 
especially the poor peasantry, and in­
tellectuals) have been boldly aroused 

..... by the PCP and have been mobilized 
~ behind a programme representing 
~ their fundamental class interests: The 
~ PCP unleashed their initiative and led 
! them to take their destiny into their 
~ own hands and to fight for their lib­e eration themselves. The PCP has put 

guns in their hands and has· given 
~ them a real sense of power to fight for 
o a new life that they could only dream 
~ of in the past. It has armed many peas­
'( ants with an ideology and programme 

that they can wield in their interests 
to change the world. In additi~n to 
this, the ~CP. ~ organized many of 
them into the Patfy, the army and other 
mass.arganinti~;. it hauaught them 
how to unite, isolate the enemy and 
fight to·destroy it. All this has changed 
the masses remarkably, and they have 
the ability to bounee back fromithe'in­
evitable slippression campaigns by the 
eil~P1Y· · .. _ ·. . . 
: · the· proletarian iJiternatioJiaJist 
character of this People's War, the fact 
that it has ·been carried out as a war in 
th~ iittereSts _of tlic_proletarian and op­
presS(Xl' mas8es of the world aild has 
shown them the true road· to libera­
tion, the fact that it is the most ad­
vanced revolutionary struggle in the 
world today, and that the PCP is a de­
tachment of RIM, has aroused and 

inspired thousands of proletarians and 
oppressed masses ftom around the 
·world This is also a material force that 
the imperialists muSt. deal with, and 
now they are trying to do$), mainly 
by trying to crush the People's War. 

In short, to deal death blows.to such 
a war is a very difficult job even for 

. the Yankees who ·got "special Viet­
namese treatment" and claim to be 
~seasoned". 

Shortly before the capture of Com­
rade Gonz.alo, the Y~ee imperial­
ists' counter-insu!gency analysts 
warned that the possibility of the sei­
zure of power by Sendero Luminoso 
(as the international bourgeoisie calls 
the PCP) had appeared ·on the hori­
zon, showing the stage the· People's 
War has reached. 

And these imperialist analysts am­
tinue to suggest that this war is far 
from over,-.despite·the recent setbacks 
suffered by the PCP, implying that they 
should persevere in their oounter-rew­
~utionary war. 

From all this we want to conclude 
that there is a tremendOus.material ba­
sis for defending the Pe0ple's War,: and 
if it is not defended by going all out, 
this will be a betrayal of the masses in 
Peru and the oppressed IWlSses around 
the world. To end the People's War 
would only be in the service of semi­
feudalism, bureaucrat capitalism and 
imperialism, especially Yankee impe­
rialism. We can see that it is not easy 
for the enemy to bring about a com­
plete.defeat of the People's War. I~ the 
history of class struggle, ~~re rmght 
be ¢ases of setbacks :expenenced by 
revolutionary for~ where there would 
be no militaJy strategies or tactics that 
could lead to a reversal in the situa­
tion. But even in that case,\ once in the 
war such an assessment· should be left 
aside, because it cannot be an opera­
tional principle: one~s operational prin­
tjple ®i,QQ)y be .~o do 1hcr best ()De can. 4 

.f/owev'Ir. the present case i$/1ot at all 
qne of thp$e CO$eS. In otlit;r words, 
there are gr~t favourable factors for 
the PCP to tum. the tide around· and 
preserve the· Peoplers· War and on that 
basis. tO' develop it toward victory. As 

·-
4 Even in the ~.Qf_the Paris Commun~, 
Marx and Engels· ntade the assessment that 
it probably ·would ·fail, but they paid, a lot 
of attention to it politically and militarily, 
and their main criticism of it was th·at it 
did not go far enough and was not ruth­
less enough. · 

Chairman Mao ~ys, all defeats are 
relative andrrarely is there an absolute 
defeat; ~ says that from the strategic 
point of. view we can speak of defeat 
only when our operation against an 
"encirclement-and-suppression" cam­
paign fails; and he adds that even this 
is a partiaNmd temporary defeat. "For 
only the total destruCtion of the Red 
Anny µi the civil war is co~ted as a 
complete defeat." As a resu.It of the 
success of Chiang Kai-shek 's fifth cam­
paign of suppre5Sion and encirclement, 
the People's War in China lost vast base 
areas, and the Red Army had to move 
to other parts of the county,, the mem­
bers of the party. ~he Red Army and 
the size of the base areas were redµced_ 
by 90 percent; ~en so; Chairman Mao 
says tha~ "the loss of extensiv~ base 
areas and the shift of the Red Anny 
constituted a . temporary and partial 
defeat, not a final and oomplete one." 
("Problems of Strategy in China's 
Revolutio~ War", chap. 4, p. 202) 

Even if a revolutionary anriy faces 
a compJete defeat, it should use maxi­
mllin e1fott~ to wrench. the most po­
litical victories out. of it. It muscnot 
~et that_ ~litarY defeat turn into' a po­
litical defeat by capitulating. Accept­
ing defeat ·easily before all the initia­
tive and determination of the fighters 
and masses are exhausted will have 
such an effect. These efforts, if they 
don't create miracles, at least will be 
an equivalent of a type of Paris Com­
mune last-ditch battle, which was nec­
essary to provide the further school­
ing of the 11_1asses and their training 
for the next struggle: However, again, 
we are not assigning the PCP to de­
feat; in fact, we strongly believe that 
the opposite is the case, that the diffi­
cultie~ can be ove·rcome and 'Victory is 
possible. The _People's War can and 
should be preserved and deye_loped. 

D. ASUMIR'S APPROACH CuTs 
AG~INST' THE '1RAliGY OF 
PROTRACTED PE9~~ WAR 

One of the great contributions of 
Mao Tsetung was his development, in 
theory and practice, of protracted peo­
ple's war. Mao was able to sh~w that 
in China. (and h¢. later came to hold 
this t() be generaily true of the coun­
tries oppressed by:~mperialism), it was 
possible and necessary for the prole­
. tariat to engage th~ reactionary classes 
in a lengthy wart l beginning .from a 
position, of weakness and gradually 



developing to a position of strength. 
In the document Long Live Marxism­
Leninism-Maoism!, our Movement 
has united around the understanding 
that, in the oppressed countries, anned 
struggle is the main form of struggle 
and the people's army is the main form 
of mass organization. 

Protracted war is imperative for be­
ing able to ride out the twists and turns 
of the war and accumulate forces. 
Chairman Mao says that making the 
war protracted is a strategic aim. 

An important quality of the Peo­
ple 's War in Peru under the leader­
ship of the PCP has been its success 
in avoiding being aborted by the en­
emy or becoming diseased by a wrong 
line; thus, preserving and developing 
the war, growing from small to big, 
from weak to strong, represents a tre­
mendous achievement. Chairman 
Mao stresses that the revolutionaiy 
army must strive to gain the ability to 
prolong the war in order to strengthen 
its forces step by step and help has­
tening/awaiting the emergence of a 
favourable situation for the nationwide 
seizure of power. A protracted war is 
a disadvantage to the enemy and an 
advantage to the revolutionaiy army; 
i~ is crucial for the revolutionary army 
for gaining and regaining initiative 
and for achieving the aim of preserv­
ing-destroying. Pessimistic evalua­
tions of the situation, like what we can 
see in Asumir and the prison article, 
will lead to adopting defeatist meas­
ures that are detrimental to the objec­
tive of prolonging the People's War 
and therefore preserving and develop­
ing the forces of revolution. When a 

revolutionary army loses initiative 
because of any number of reasons 
(wrong analysis and polices, or the 
enemy's all-around pressure that can­
not be withstood), it can only regain 
it through applying the- laws of this 
revolutioruuy warfare. 

Terminating the war in the face of 
difficult or even seemingly impossi­
ble conditions would go against the 
laws of protracted people's war, be­
cause if the objective of prolonging a 
people's war - through twists and 
turns - is not achieved, then the 
forces of revolution will not be able to 
gather enough strength and ability to 
defeat the enemy. As comrades from 
Turkey have summed up: "In this 
manner, there is no way to experience 
the accumulation of the forces of the 
armed struggle, the development of a 
social and political base! Just think 
about it, you build your army, your 
guerilla forces; then comes peaceful 
struggle .... Such a point of view, what 
will it cost the party ... ?"' 

In order to preserve guerilla war­
fare and develop it, one can never un­
derestimate the· role of the base. areas. 
This is the vitally important factor in 
making protracted war possible and 
building its armed strength. Being 
able to keep the flame alive so long ' 
that it gave rise to base areas (at any 
level) has been an invaluable achieve­
ment for the revolution in Peru. This 
is to be used now in order to repulse 
the enemy's advances and preserve the 
People's War and develop on that ba­
sis. Anyone concerned with preserv­
ing the revolutionary forces in Peru 
today must be concerned with comoli-

5 It is extremely enlightening to cite from tegration of the party. In other words, this 
one of the experiences of our Movement. kind of intenuption occurs in accordance 
The following is taken from a· polemical with this kind of conditions .... It is not pos­
document of the two-line struggle in the sible to establish the continuity of anned 
Communi~t Party of Turkey (Marxist- struggle in this way. This is anned ·ceono­
Leninist) (TKP/ML) in 1985. mist logic. Once it is launched, there are 

"Such an armed struggle, the armed many kinds of tactics in waging the anned 
struggle promoted by the CC, cannot be struggle. But all of them are based on car­
waged comrades! ... Armed struggle, then rying out armed struggle principally, to 
peaceful struggle, then again anned strug- overcome difti'culties in all conditions. 
gle, again renewed peaceful struggle! It is After commencing this work, the task of 
not possible to carry out s~ch anarmcd the party, the task of a party waging armed 
struggle! At least it is not possible to wage struggle, is, under all circumstances to 
this kind of armed struggle for Marxist- render armed struggle continuous. It is a 
Leninist targets; this runs against the very must to maintain the continuity of the 
dynamics of armed struggle itself. armed struggle in spite of changing con-

"The interruption or ceasing of armed ditions, to make th~ 1effort to keep its con­
struggle is a veiy important issue. It brings tinuity as a whole and to strive for its de­
serious things onto the agenda. It brings velopment, if. it is impossible to develop 
onto the agenda collapses, important phe- · it, then to maintain -it and sustain i~ at the 
nomena, even on a world level, tremen- current level, or,. under much worse con­
dous events nationally, such as the disin- ditions, tO maintain almed struggle as the 
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dating and developing the revolution­
aiy army and· the base areas. "The con­
crete solution depends, of course, on 
the circumstances", as Mao put it. 
\Problems of Strategy in . Guerrilla 
War", chap. 6,·p. 101) To argue that 
solving these problems successfully 
depends upon taking new conditions 
into account is one thing, and to ar­
gue that it is not possible to preserve 
the core of these achievements is quite 
another. The latter will go against the 
fundamental interests of the people. 

E: ONCE THE RED FLAG HAS BEEN 
RAISED. THERE IS NO 
BRINGING IT DOWN 

Asumir and 100 prison article treat 
war as though it were a plaything. Well, 
it is not! Especially because of its social 
content, a revolutioruuy war is a pas­
sionate and furioiis war. As Comrade 
Gonzalo pointed out, "Marx taught us 
you cannot play with insurrection, with 

, JeVOlutions; once you have raised the 
flag of insurrection, once you have taken 
up alms, there is no bringing it down; 
you have to hold it high until victmy 
and never bring it down. This he taught 
us and it does not matter what price we .. )... 
have to pay." (Chairman Gonz.alo, In- ~ 
terview with El Diorio, 1988) O 

Our war is judged by its social con-= ~ 
tent. The fundamental point of all wars Q 

is "to preserve your forces and destroy O 
the forces of the enemy". But these ~ 
laws operate in interaction-with social i 
oontent and the context in which the .... 
war is being waged. The more thor- -.o 
oughgoing the political goal and deep- ~ 
rooted the hostilities, the more com- 'E! 
main task even if it has to be narrowed 
down, while still keeping it as the main 
activity. Let's not be confused. This is not 
the logic of heroic dogmatism; once you 
fall out of this logic, then armed struggle­
is ruled by the existi~g conditions, not by 
the science of Marxism-Leninism-Mao 
Tsetung Thought The circumstances keep 
pushing you around, here and there, to the 
driver's seat, to the back seat. These con­
ditions go away, others come. Now peace­
ful, now anned. The end of all this is cri­
sis. Political, ideological, organizational 
crisis. There is no way that the commu­
nist party will not see the initiative slip 
out of its hands. It definitely will!,, 
- From the TKPIML (Maoist Party Centre) 
"O ' n Strategy and Tactics: Armed 
Economism - A Caricature of Ibrahim 
Kaypakkaya's Views" 
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prehensively this principle is em­
braced. "As policy becomes more am­
bitious and vigourous, so will war, and 
this may reach the point where war 
attains its absolute fonn." (Clausewitz, 
On War, p. 606) For example, when 
the imperialists fight.~ch other, they 
don't annihilate each other because 
this is not in the iilterests of their capi­
talist base of production. They just 
force capitulation and extract conces­
sions. But when it comes to people's 
war, they will not rest short of annihi­
lating it, and their activities to this end 
will cease only when they are defeated 
and their state power is overthrown. 
Even after a p~oletarian state is firmly 
established, the imperialists will try 
to overthrow it. "When we say impe­
rialism is 'ferocious', we mean. that 
its nature will never change, that the 
imperialists will never put down their 
butcher knives... till their doom". 

, (Mao, Red Book, "War and Peace") 
To seize power, the proletariat must 

destroy the old state, tre heart of which 
is the army, which must be defeated 
and subdued by the revolutionary 
army. This is a sharply antagonistic 
war in which great social forces come 

;; - into play, and the stakes are very high· 
~ for both sides. If the proletariat could 
t simply take over the old state machin­
.... ery and put !t into use, this war prob­
! ably would have been. less ferocious 
:t and in~ense. There are many kinds of 
o just wars, but the social content of all 
.-.. the rest of them is qualitatively lim­
~ · ited in comparison to proletarian wars. 
~ Proletarian-led wars have as their ul­
;:fiii; timate aim shattering and sweeping 
~ aside the material underpinnings of 

imperialism and all forms of oppres­
sion and exploitation, and they are 
able to unleash the full energy of the. 
masses. The reactionmy states will not 
stop at extracting capitulation and 
concessions from the proletarian-led· 
~olutio~ wars; they.will use any 
such ~ne;ess1ons to attain th~ politi­
.cal objective of their side of the war 
:--to annihilate the pe<>'ple's War. This 
1s only natural~ becal:lSe. war is an in­
~ent of policy and must necessar­
ily .-eflect 11$ character and be meas­
~ed by its standardS. They also judge. 
our war by its social content. · 

As C0mrade Mao pointed out 
"Mankind's era of wars will b~ 
brought to an end J?y our own efforts, 
and beyond doubt the war we wage is 
part of the final battle. But also be-· 
yond doubt the war we face will be 

part of the biggest and U,le most ruth­
less of all wars.,, (Mao, "Problems of 
Strategy.jn China's Revolutionary 
War:·,. 'The Aim of War Is T~Elimi­
.mite War·, SW, v 1, p.183) How could 
it be otherwise? Communism, as Marx 
said, is the most thoroughgoing rup­
ture with the old property relations, 
with the social relations that arise on 
that basis, with the political- ideologi­
cal superstructure that guards and en-· 
forces these, and with old ideas and 
habits. How could a war with the goal 
of bringing stich a society into being 
not be the most fer.ocious and ruth­
less; how could the bourgeoisie not be 
fired with passionate hatred to.wards · 
this war and those who wage it? No 
war in history has demanded so much. 
audacity and sacrifice. ·. 

Exactly because of the nature of 
revolutio:nmy warfare, once such a war 
is started we cannot return to mainly 
peaceful struggle. However, this is 
something that the armed revisionists 
and bourgeois nationalist forces often 
do. Why and how is it po~ible for 
them, and not for us? Because of the 
reformist nature of their "war"; be­
cause their strategy is not to destroy 
the old state but to· win a place in it. 
This is nothing more than a kind of 
~ed struggle or at best '.'minimal or 
limited war", which consists in merely 
threatening the enemy, with negotia­
tions held in reserve. "They are not 
gambling high stakes but haggling 
petty concessions", Clausewitz re­
·marked, and he explained ~s phe­
nomenon: "When the motives and ten­
sions of war are slight we can imag­
ine that the very faintest prospect of 
defeat might be enough to cause one 
side to yield .. If from the very start the 
other side feels that thi~ ~s probable, 
it will obviously concentrate on bring­
ing about this probability·rather than 
take the long way round and totally 
defeat the enemy.... Suppose one 
merely wants a small concession fr<>~ 
the enemy. One will only fight until 
some modest· quid pro quo has been 
acquired, and a modest effort should 
suffice for that. The enemy's reason­
ing will be much the same." 
(Clausewitz, On .War, p. 604) 

However, history ·shows that even 
the revisionist and bourgeois national­
ist forces should not always count on 
this. The imperialists and their reac­
tioliaiy clients in the countries domi­
nated by imperialism usually do not 
talc~ chance$ with anything that might 

become (even if its initiators do not in­
tend it that way) a spark in the 
powderkeg of the masses and inflame 
the unquenched desire of the oppressed 
to take revenge against them and set 
their house on fire. A good ex:1mple is 
the war led by the FLN for the inde­
pendence of Algeria. At the very out­
break of the war, the FLN called for 
negotiations with French imperialism, 
and in fact in their programme they 
called fo~ ~ negotiated settlement. But 
the French responded with a counter­
revolutionary war that took one mil­
lion Algerian lives. Only then did the 
French agree to negotiate. 

Also, the world situation is a deci­
sive element bearing on how the impe­
rialists would treat a revisionist armed 
force. For example, during the "cold 
war" period the Yankee imperialists 
and their Western allies and clients 
were ruthless against any attempt on 
the part of the revisionist or bourgeois 
nationalist forces that would have 
opened cracks and fissures for Soviet 
influence in the COWltries dominated 
by the Western bloc imperialists. 

F. ''KNOW YOUR ENEMY, KNOW 
YOURSELF'' IS A CARDINAL PRINCIPLE 

IN REVOLUTIONARY-WARFARE. IT IS 
OPPORTUNISM TO SPREAD DANGEROUS 

IUUSIONS ABOUT THE ENEMY 

Comrade Mao stressed that the.main 
way a revolut.ionacy anny can preserve 
its for~ is through destroying the forces 
of the enemy. Destroying the forces of 
the enemy is. central to the very idea of 
war. Once the war is launched, either you 
destroy or get destroyed. This is how the 
matter must be seen; anything contrary 
to this is a dangerous illusion This means 
that if the enemy uses force without hesi­
tation and is unfettered by the bloodshed 
it involves, and if you refrain from using 
force, the enemy will gain the upper-hand 
and soon destroy you. This is what the 
Ft.tjirnori regime is bying to do -while 
they take advantage of the so-called 
"peace talks,., they are canying out a 
niiUtilry build-up. In wru; there is inter­
action between the two sides. As long as 
t1ie enemy is not overthrawn, It can rut 
you in pieces. ~.revolutionary army must 
under no conditions-however difficult 
and irnpos.9ble things may look - let 
itselfbe fooled by any illusions abottt the 
other side's intentions. , · 

The enemy also learns. ff is an il­
lusion to tltjnk that they an~ going to 
refrain from using all of their'wits and 



resetves to destroy a Maoist war. For 
them, engaging in peace negotiations 
is part of and subservient to their mili­
tiry strategy of wiping out the revolu­
tionaries and potential rrNolutionar­
ies (the ma5s·base). As much as they 
can, they Will apply the fundamental 
principle of war· with orthodoxy 
against a revolutionary war led-by 
Maoists. This is so beCause the politi­
cal aim of the revolutionary war·is to 
destroy the old state and wipe out the 
J.ule of the exploitative classes forever6. 

Once the matter is looked at in this 
way, then it is easy to see that a war 
- especially a revolutionary war -
cannot come to its conclusion before 
its political objective· is achieved. If 
before this objective is reach~ one 
of the parties calls off the war (for the 
sake of argument, let's say in a revo­
lutionary war the weaker side, the 
revolutionary side), it is highly un­
likely that the enemy will follow suit; 
it might change its tactics but most 
likely will earnestly go for finishing 
the job. (This is why the revolution­
arY communists must never hesitate 
to "beat the drowning dog to death" 
ruthlessly.) Bitter historical examples 
since the time of the slave ... wars illus­
trate this amply. These rules will ap­
ply to the People's War in Peru dou­
bly, because it is a proletarian-led revo­
lutionary war and because it is a war 
that has1been going on sua:essfully for 
13 years. Even though the reactionar­
ies tried from the very beginning to 
nip the People's War in the bud, none­
theless, now they are going to have to 
work even barder becalise this war has 
changed the political landscape of the 
country forever. If the Peruvian· state 
and Yankee imperialists get the 
chance - which the People's War in 

'· 

6 "The more powerful and inspiring the 
motive for ~ar... the closer Will war ap­
proach its abstract concei>~ the· more im­
portant will be the destructi.on of the en­
emy, the more 'closely will the military 
aims and political ·objectives of war coin­
cide .... " (Clausewitz, O:I' War, pp. 87-88) 

7 The line reflected in Asumir and the 
prison article is the only position arguing 
for negotiations that we are aware of at 
this time. Of course, it is possible that a 
different "negotiations line" could exist 
which envisions negotiations not as a way 
of bringing the People's War to a conclu­
sion, but as ·a diplomatic manoeuvre with 
the aim of dealing with problems facing 
the PW. Were such a position to exist, 

Peru and the revolutionaries~ of the 
world should of course deny them -
they Will unleash a protracted cam­
paign of blood and fire to unearth the 
roots that the PCP has driven deep into 
Peru's heartland: 
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noeuvres and even compromises; but 
whenever needed these must be sub­
servient to the process of war. When 
required, diplomatic notes can be ex­
changed, but they cannot take the 
place ofwar7• ~ _.( . · 

Does this ·mean that there amid -not 
G. Do£s THIS MEAN THAT·ANY be a pause in the war? War develops 

COMPROMISE IS IMPERMISSIBLE? in. ebbs and flows,. advances in one 
J • area and. retreats in another, it is 

If compromises are called forth by marked with periods of tension and 
the course of events· in the class strug- rest, heightened activities and prepar­
gle (i.e., they are necessary),. they ing/waiting, as well as retreats and 
should be made with these principles advances. This. is especially ~e in 
in mind: the fundamental interests of protracted people's war. There might 
the people should not be compro- be a pause or-.lull in the war, but it 
rnised. This concretely means safe- will break out again until one side is 
guarding the People's War, which is completely swallowed by the other 
the most important interest of the peo- side and subaued. There· could even 
pie in Peru at the moment This in- be disengagement or a ceasefire, but 
·eludes the party, the army and the new the revolutionary forces· should pre­
power. None of these can be dissolved. pare seriously for the war . to be re­
Another point is that compromises sumed soon; as long as the reaction­
should setve the process of develop- ary army is the superior force, the 

· ment of the war, not the other way revolutionary forces· cannot count on 
around. When two deadly hostile.par- the reactionaries to abide by.ceasefire 
ties are at war, one of the rules that agreements. And the revolutionary 
govern their compromises (such as forces must not allow· the temporary 
peace negotiations between them) ·is antf exceptional conditions of a cease-
that each looks at these as. prepara- fire to undermine their fighting capac­
tions for waging war again - soon. ity and to spread ·illusions .~~>ng the )r. 
If either side of the war overlooks this masses. Even when a -~fire is a ~ 
and does not keep itself prepared or correct tactic, the revolutionary forces O 
makes such retreats and compromises must calculate how the enemy is go- ~6::0 that would undercut its ability to ing to use it and what will.'be the re-

-.~ .resume the war at any moment, it will suits of it. o · 
be the loser. When Chairman Mao Nevertheless, these ebbs and ,flows ;e 
declared that negotiations with inthestateofwarmustnot.beconfused ~ 
Chiang Kai-shek were necesS31i}', be- with starting and stopping· the war. . .... 
fore going to Chungking he drew up To· end the war: with the hope of :g 
an opeqtional plan for the Red Army. "restarting" it .in a better position is a ~ 
Furthermore, he declared that the Red pipedrea.tp and an extremely .danger- -~ 
Army would· not accept the dissolu- ous illusion. At best this means not 
tion of the base areas. Therefore, we ~owing anything abOut war,- and, es-
do not deny ·the ~?le of politi~( ;ma\ pecially · revolutfonary .. war. Even. if ·· 

those arguments also would have to be ex­
amined concretely. [However, in the light 
of the conclusions reached.through the in­
vestigation carried out by RIM, we finnly 
uphbld the statement in the RIM Call that: 
"There is ilo basis - in tenns -of the free­
dom and necessity of the revolutionary 
camp on the one hand and the reactionary 
camp· on the other'- for ·achieving a peace 
aecord that would not represent" abandon­
ing the revolutiotuuy road and. compromis-

. ing away the fundamenta11 interests of the 
people. Under these circumstances,. the 
only kind of peace accord which would ·be 
accepte<J by the Fujimori regime ...: ·and 
more· generally by the ruling classes in 
Peru and their imperialist· masters --'" is 
an agreement to end the war on a basis 

that could not benefit but "would hann the 
revolutionlry process in Peru. Therefore 
a proposal for .peace accords t6-.end the 
WU could 'Only lead to opportunism ·and 
must be combatted." -UICs;·lMay 1995] 

''Asumir doefl_not explain w.hat things 
the people's side will lose .and gain in this 
so-called '~peace ac~ord~'. -Wh~t are the 
conditions _put forward? Whai 980 be ~m­
promised e11d wh*1t cannot? In. ,the •Cases 
of bQth the. Brest-Litovsk and Chungki~g 
negotiations; Lenin and th'C-n lWlQ put for-

. ward. very clearly ~he conditions for tile 
'compromises and. argued for them. Instead 
of doing this, Asumir has contented itself 
with s6~e ·scattered quotations :that are dif­
ficult to. take seriously. 



70 

Asumir repeats a hundred more times 
that MLM is universal, it won't ~o;· 
the problem is how to apply our. uni­
versal scientific ideology tQ. today's 
conditions: what is gojpg to happen 
to the People's War, to the people's 
a~y, to the people's new power? 
Asumir is not using this ideology; this 
can be seen from the solution it im­
plies for the revolution. This solution 
cannot even be dubbed a "strategic re­
treat" or "general retreat". If it is ap­
plied, it will have only one result: ~­
pitulation and surrender. 

II. PRESERVING THE 
ACHIEVEMENTS -

Protracted people's war will nec­
essarily be protracted, it will go 
through twists· and turns, advances 
and retreats, as it advances toward fi­
nal victory. The. process of war will 
necessarily involve shifts in class al­
liances and changes in policy by ,the 
revolutionary forces. Furthermore, it 
is inevitable that differences in the 
Marxist-Leninist-Maoist party will 
emerge, and two-line struggle will pe­
riodically develop oyer the life and 

.... death questions of strategy and tactics 
~ for advancing the war. 
~ 
0. .... 
~ 
~ 

MAINTAINING IS 
GooD, NOT BAD 

~ A'sumir says, "The people's war 
cannot develop but only ·maintain it­

~ self. There are six indi$pensable ques-
0 tions for victory in- people's war .... " 
~ The prison article, which in many re­
~ spects brings Asumir's arguments to 

their logical ·Coilclusior;ts in a more 
explfoit way, denounces'the. attempts 
by the· leaderShip outside ,in--persist­
ing in people's war: 

· 'The tentijqation of this great and 
glorious stage of the World Proletar­
ian Revolution not only means the 
~nclusion of this~' it is at the same 
time the beginping and the gestation 
of another newer and higher stage of 
the era.of proletarian revolution which 
continues ·and will tontinue the road 
and ~~n which ~e tertnination of 
!he-Pet)pte's Wat begun in May 1980 
1s only exc~ging ~ present· full of 
unce~n possibilities .for a .t~l and 
~~future, that is, ht.the \y.O~ld and 
m .. the country what is at stake is not 
only the present but the future of the 
clas~ and the people, today it· is not 
fleeting and feeble but the solid dee-

ades of new and greater and higher 
combats to come for every ·class but 
especially th.e final one: the prole­
tariat. .. "; ".~butin the current situa­
tion, this People's War (PW) cannot 
develop, triumph and still less oon~r 
power. Even more, continuing under 
the current circumstances runs the in­
creasing risk of defeat and destruction 
and could lead to a collapse, it would 
be to 'lose one's head and commit a 
monstrous crime' against the ~, 
the class, the people and the revolu­
tion .... " 

A• DISPEWNG CONFUSION 

First,· there should be no confusion 
that the two-line struggle is over what 
conditions are required for ~~ctory" 
(nationwide seizure of power by the 
PCP)8; rather; it is over whether to pre~ 
serve/rnaintain9 the PW and on that 
basis develop it, or to end it and be­
come a non-warring political party 
beqlu5e .supposedly the "whole proc­
ess of counter~revolutionary war has 
led to its success" and because "con­
crete conditions" do not allow the PW 

. to be ~tained and developed. 
Secondly, we should dispel any con­

fusion that there is something wrong 
with maintaining. the struggle. It is· 
great and must be supported. It is only 
through·maintaining the war in the face 
of the ~ts of the enemy and wrong 
lines that the basis can be laid for fu_;.. 
ture 1,eaps in the PW's development 
Within the limitations that are imposed 
by objective oonditions, we must play 
a· dynamic role in striving for victory. 
Chainnan Mao stressed that we must 
endeavour to achieve everything which, 
objectively and subjectively, is capable 
of achievement, by going all out and 
aiming high, "in a word, we must deal 

~ ·Even though we do not know enough 
about the present state of the. war, it is safe 
to assume that the final victory of th~· J?eo­
ple' s War or the nationwide seizure of 
power is a question for the future when 
the overall forces and abilities of the Peo­
·ple 's War have developed tO a point where 
they ca.nr1forcibly defeat and subdue the 
fotccs of the old state, and it is likely that 
this will require a longer and probably 
even bloodier process. If Asumir expected 
quicker victory,. then this is a problem in 

· their thinking. 
. I.. . 

9 We should make.clear when we.ar~ talk­
ing about ".preserving'' or "maintaining" 
that we arc not talking about maintaining 

in abstractions, too- revolutionary ro­
manticism is a good thing." (Mao Un­
rehearsed, p 106) 

The prison article is attempting to 
set the terms of debate at the false level 
that either leadership must come up 
with precise plans for advancing now, 
or "call off the game!". But the real 
question is whether \o find solutions 
for the new problems with the objec­
tive of maintaining and advancing the 
PW, or to give in to the difficulties and 
end the war. The struggle. is over 
whether to go all out, aim high and 
"direct the performance of many dra­
mas" within the limitations imposed 
by the conditions, or demolish what 
is left and go home? Shquld we, de­
fend what we have achieved, or scat­
ter it to the wind and cp,mmit a crime 
against our class and people in Peru 
and worldwide? 

This line itself is a dangerous men­
ace to the PW and the PCP t<><tay. The 
prison article's consolations about 
''bright future" and its warning against 
the horrors of"collapse" are low reli­
gious stuff. If this line dominates, the 
present and the future of the PCP will 
be d~ed. This is not prophecy, but 
a· profoun4 truth drawn from the ex­
pe,Jjence of our class in more than a 
hundred years of tortuous and bloody 
class struggle. 

Today the problems facing the PCP 
and the PW might be very oomplex and 
the conditions hard. But the approach 
proposed in Asumir is no~ Maoist. 

B. ON PRECISE PLANS 
AND QUICK DECISIONS 

The prison article goe~ _Qn to make 
the statement "In opposition to this 
proletarian party position of the left 
and of the red faction only are the 

every sil)gle plan. No. We understand that 
a war situation i~ an evolving process and 
must be led as such. 

We are also not prQposing that every 
single base area should be preserved. We 
understand that base areas - or the peo­
ple 's power - are themselves a reflection 
of the material development of the war; 
and it is li~ely that in the course of the 
protracted ,people's war, the revolutionary 
anny would abandon some areas and de­
ploy its forces with utmost flexibility, all 
!n the sel'\fiee of pre~rving apd develop­
mg the wat'. However this is totally differ­
ent to volq~tarily dimranlling them. 

'I 10 The whole quote reads: "But it takes 



rightiSt position of negating and_ aban­
doning the revolution ... and the sim­
plistic, ultra-left line of 'MAINI'AIN­
ING THE STRUGGLE' without clear 
and precise, solid pc>litical bases, lack­
ing objectives." 

Asumir also calls the comrades who 
are persevering in the People's War 
"blanquists". To this we recall what 
Comrade Mao said. "We are criticized 
for craving greatness and success. 
Well then, should we seek· pettiness 
and failure?, Should we value the paSt 
and despise the future? We mUst crave 
greatne~ and success. The people who 
say so •are good people. We inust · iti;.. 
deed· keep up· our fighting spirit." 
(Mao Unrehearsed, p. 95) When the 
revisionists started to attack the Mao­
im cadres during the Great Proletar­
ian Cultural Revolution (GPCR), 
Chairman Mao taught us: "The revo­
lutionary cadres must be protected and 
protected with full justification and 
boldness.~'. ("Mao Analyzes the 
GPCR", appendix to Jean Daubier's 
A History of the Chinesli .Cultun1l 
Revolution, p: 312). · ·· . · 

It is argued that the leadership:out­
side of prison .should c6me up With 
clear-ait plans now or·they should be 
judged incapable arid shotild give up 
and go homer ·'Fhis arrogance towards 
the comrades'who are operating under 
extremely difficult conditions hurt5, but 
we will respond; with cool, headS. At­
times the leaders are·slow not because, 
they lack dynamic brains, but because' 
the nature of the situation, is such that1 

it reqilires more :time. And if they act: 
haStily Without a ·solid hlSis ~with' a 
pcittial knowledge of es~ntial factors -
- they might do the job less well. This 
is beca~ the subjective factor always 
lags behind the d>jective factor, and 
:e~ially so~~ tiin~' 1of impor:tant 

time to clarify thinking and to study policy, 
and we still have much to' learn. Our party 
is not yet sufficiently' Strong,· not yet suffi­
ciently United or consolidated, 'and so can-· 
not Yet take on greater responsibility than 
we trow carry. From now on : the problem 
is further to expan<J and consolidate our· 
party, our army and base areas in the con~ 
tinued prosecution of the War of Resist­
ance; this is the first indispensable item 
in our ideological and material prepara;,; 
tion for the gigantic work of the future .... " 
(''Our Study And The Current Situation", 
section Il, SW, v 3, p. 172) 

11 . The Long Match was a necessity that 
had been imposed by the defeat that the 

changes in the objective situation. 
Comrade Mao said: "But it takes time 
to clarify thinking and to study policy, 
and We still have much to learn". 10 

, -This· "clarifying of our thinking" 
sometimes inevitably goes through 
struggling things out within the party 
leadership itself, and this process can­
not be pushed aside even under the 
conditions of war. 
-· We are not arguing against the im• 
portance, and even the crucial impor­
tance, of quick decisions by the lead­
ers, espeeially when we are engaged in 
struggle at close quarters with the en­
emy. Nonetheless, umounded hasty 
decisions will lead to subjectiVe errors 
and rash advances (or worse, "haste" 
in dismantling the accomplishments of 
the warl). ·We are arguing for. seeing 
the dynamic dialectics between know­
ing and doing, taking into account the 
objective and subjective mcto~ and go­
ing all Out and aiming-high. 

At ti~s, it might be wrong to tty to 
immediately sum up everything and to 
fully develop the line and policies of 
the coming period; because not all es­
sential factors are knowit· this is ma­
terialism. We are told that either the 
PCP niust come: up with precise plans 
and demonstrate the capacity right now 
for develaping the war, orit should stop 
the war! Wha(kind of logic is·this? 
What is the '~solid political basis and 
objeCtive" for thisi argument? With this 
logic~ Mao should not ihave organized 
the Long.March. When.he started the 
Long March, he did not even know they:_ 
were going to· end up in theNorth. The-; 
inimediate gOal of the Long March-w$ 
to·maintain'the struggle.after the·de­
feat that- the forces of revolution suf­
fered from the fifth suppression cam­
paign of Chiang Kai-shek as ·a result 
'Of the dominance of a wrong "left" line ,. . . ' ... : 

Red· Anny suffered at the hands of Chiang 
Kai-shek; 'Chiang had finally succeeded 
in carrying. out a campaign that pinned 
down the communists, destroyed many' of 
their achievements and all ''of their base 
areas in the mountainous region of Kiangsi 
province and halted their advance. But his 
continual inability to strike the fiQal death 
blow to the communists haunted him and 
undermined his· political power. As a re­
sult, the communists had to make a stra­
tegic retreat, the Long Mareh, which, ·far 
from having the air of a funeral ~rch, 
became one of the most cclebratea mili­
Wy feats in modem warfare. (See .Wilson) 

The Long March started in ·October 
193~. The eventual destination \Vas un-
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which did not see. the protracted na­
ture of the war. It was well int.o- the 
Long March that the expanded meet­
ing of the j>olitical bureau of the CPC 
CC was convened in Tsunjti; a new 
leadership led by ComraCle Mao was 
established, and -the meeting was lim­
ited to taking decisions on the most ur­
gent militmy arid oxganiz.ational affairs. 
Only at the end of the Long March was 
the CC able to study and lay out pre­
cise policies. (See footnote 1, "On the 
Tactics of the ·Struggle against Japa­
nese Imperialism", SW. v~l) "If you 
mean did we ·have any exact plans", 
Comrade Mao later told Edgar· Snow, 
"the amwer is that we had none. We 
intended to break out of the encitde­
ment and join up with the other SOviets. 
Beyond that, there was only. a very de­
liberate desire to put ourselves in a po­
sition where we cruld fight the Japa­
nese." (cited in China :V Revolutionary 
War, Dick Wtlson)11 

So at times it is possible and nec­
essary to ·maintain even without hav-
ing a clear picture of what will be the 
course of developing the war towards 
the :seizore of power ...!__ although we 
must have ·that perspective. If the PCP 
only maintains the PW.even at a low ~ 
level today, then tomorrow it:. will be ~· 
ina better po5ition to advance towards 2 
seizing power. S 

· Not understanding these things. . 
means not understanding the uneV'en G 
nature of .development of the pro- ~ 

::'1 a:'~.~ar, which· is~ of ~-

. . ..·.. c. ·THE DIALECTICS OF 
MAINTAINING AND DEVELOPING 

Comrade Mao stres§ed ili:at "holding 
one's ground and extending·it ~in­

. separably connected". ('After ~e fall of 

known· initially. After travelling 6000 
miles through 12 provinces, over 18 moun­
tain ranges and crossing 24 rivers, the First 
Front Anny arrived on the borders of the 
new soviet base area in Shensi, in ·Octo­
ber of 1935. Other armies would join with 
them a year later (the Red Ariny was not 
marching together as one whole body). By 
the time they reached Shensi, only 8000 
men were left, one in twenty of those who 
started the mJich. M_!lny were lost in the 
march and many others ·had been left be­
hind d~liberately to carry out guerrilla 

. warfare and impede the movements of the 
Nationalist army. The survivors had trav­
elled for 13-months ari average of 15 miles 
a day, with one skinnish with the enemy . 

"O 

~ -s:-
~­..... 
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Shanghai and Taiyuan", SW, v 2, p. 68) 
In 1930, he said, "They [the pesgmi~c 
comrades] seem to think. t,hat, since the 
revolutionmy high tide is still remote, it 
will be labour lost to aitempt to estab­
lish political power,by hard work" ('"'A 
Single Spuk Can Start a Prairie Fire," 

· · SW, v 1, p. 117) Enver Hoxha tried to 
slander Chainnan Mao's theory of pro­
tracted war as "endless", ')yithout per­
spective". This was just self-seiving re­
visionist slander. For Mao, it was clear 
that the people's war would neces.wily 
be protracted and that power would be 
seized step by step. Also, :Mao never said 
that armed struggle should only be ini-· · 
tiated if the prospect of quick victo:ry 
exists. No. He always said the Red Anny 
is small and must gradually grow from 
weak to strong, and moreover that the 
final victoiy depends on many other na­
tional and international factors, factors 
which can prolong or shorten the course 
of the war. 

The PCP in the past. has correctly 
criticized "eternalization of the war", 
which leads to reformism and 
warlordism. On the basis of this cor­
rect understanding and finnly grasp­
ing the objective of the PW (seizure 

...... of power to establish New Democracy 
~ and Socialism), the PCP, through its 
~ plans, bas systematically developed 
~ the PW towards that objective - es­
! tablishing political power step by step 
:t and preparing each stage of the war 
O· in such a way as to lay the basis for 
.-.. advance to the next one with the per­
~- spective of the total seizure of power. 
o However, this must not be seen as a 
~ straight-line advance. This advance 
~ has been wavelike and has involved 

per day, including 1 S days of major bat­
tles. All in all, there were 150 days of no 
movement for different reasons, including 
for resolving leadership crises. 

The Long March was a grand fighting 
retreat, but more than that it was a test of 
endurance and perseverance. It demon­
strated how dedicated the fighters of the 
Red Army were. The remnants of the force 
of the lted Army who had been left be­
~ind also showed tremendous heroism: 
For nearly two· years ... I slept with even 

my shoes on. So did most of our men 
yvc we~e li~e w,ild men, ,living and fight~ 
mg by mstmct." (Chinas Revolutionary 
'rar, p. 62) These are all military quali­
ties that flowed from the class character 
?f the. Red, Anny and t~e ideology leading 
1t. Chiang s anny, which was tenfold its 
size and possessed lots of iron, was no 
match for even the shadow of the Red 

restoration/counter-restoration, and it 
cannot be otherwise. It appears that 
today ti\~ PW is facing a difficult of­
fensive .. by the enemy, and it should 
not beiUled out that the counter-res­
toration this lime will be more com­
plex. In similar situations the revolu­
tionary forces, basing themselves on 
a correct appraisal of the situation and 
objective possibilities, and through 
perseverance, can overcome the odds 
and advance and even reap unexpected 
fruit. This way is qualitatively more 
"certain" than the promised future of 
"re- suµ-ting''. War is full of uncertain­
ties, but surrendering is hopeless. 

No other ~ial activity of human 
bein~ is as full of uncertainties as war. 
This does not mean that we should not 
have strategy and tactics. Correct strat­
egy and tactics based on a correct and 
precise appraisal of overall and spe­
cific ·situations is the basis of our suc­
cess - but the only thing that can 
counterbalance the inevitable uncer­
tainties. of war is perseverance, cour­
age and boldness. 

Maintaining or preserving is a ve:ry 
dynamic process. It is not pasgve at 
all; on the contrary, in order to main­
tain the war, the schemes of the e9-
emy must be defeated, the core of the 
gains must be consolidated, and the·· 
grounds must be laid for future leaps. 

The Long March not only pre­
served the core of the army and the 
party through the measure of retreat, 
but it also tightened the links of the 
party 'with the masses on its way- it 
forged ties with the masses, was able 
to continuously recruit them to the 
main forces of the Red Army along 

Army's iron will. 
The Long March was like a big propa­

ganda tour, sowing the seeds of revolution 
in many new areas where the struggl~s of 
the CPC had not yet reached. It was. through 
this march that the CPC became a truly 
national party. In many areas the masses 
welcomed them as liberators. The Party' 
worked among the minority nationalities. 
The Long March embodied and reinforced 
the intense desire of .the Chinese people 
for change. Even though ·it was a retreat, it 
really empowered the Chinese masses, and 
filled them with pride and even greater 
power of will to go all the way. 

The struggle within the leadership over 
the conduct and course of the march con­
tinued. In December, Comrade Mao re­
gained his position in the political bureau, 
and it was in the conference 0f· Tsunyi in 
January 1935 that the authority of the cor-

the march as well as to local forces, 
and also prepared· the ground for fu­
ture harvests. 12 

D. ANAL VZING NEW 
CONDmONS IN WAR 

Ammir says, " ... {T)hey [the lead­
ership outside] do nor analyze the new 
problems, the direction ... ". 

Well of course they should! And we 
assume they are ·doing just ·that. We 
do not at all undermine the vital ne­
cess'ity of analysing the new conditions 
and new problems in order to lay out 
plans which correspond to objective 
reality. We also hold that it.is wrong· 
to insist that nothing has changed, so 
there is no need to think hard and ad­
just the plans. However, as the case of 
Asumir itself sho'#s, the main prob­
lem is not whether the new problems 
and conditions should be analyzed; the 
main problem is how to analyze them 
correctly, avoiding subjectivism in its 
right and "left"· forms, and on that 
basis develop correct strategy mid tac­
tics for successfully car:rying out the 
PW under today's conditions. 

In order to accomplish this, the 
basic line of the party should be taken 
as the key link. The relation between 
the basic line and the line for concrete 
measures must be handl~ correctly. 
The basic line must occupy a com­
manding position and guide concrete 
measures and policies. It is the basic 
principle in everything. That is why 
Comrade Mao said,· '~line is the key 
link~ once it is grasped, everything 
falls into plaee." Without this, the 
revolutionaries will lose their clarity 

rect line of Chairman Mao and his leader­
ship were established. This was a deci­
sive victory for the People's War and the 
revolution. 

12 Here we would like to make a comment 
on our frequent reference .to the Long 
March: we do not by any means intend to 
imply that a Long March or something like 
it is required for today's conditions in Peru. 
But w~ feel it is important to study it care­
fully, ~nd learn its relevant lessons for to­
day. Whether a retreat on that scale is 
needed or not should be detennined by the 
Peruvian comrades themselves, based on 
<:<>ncrete analysis. And even if something 
~1ke t~~t were necessary, it is obvious that 
1t would not look. like the Long March 
because of the specific features of Peru. 
Just as 1"initiating" war in Peru had its own 
particularities. · 



ofilhinking and orientation; they wiU 
risk ·having. an. increasingly short• 
sighted view of thiitgs. This, indeed, 
will l~d to looking only at ~mmedi~ 
ate interestS and fosing sight of the 
long-term :interests of the ·party and 
the: people. .. . :. · . " 

To ·firmly· ~ground oneself on the 
basic-line in no way -means to neglect 
coricrete"line-for cortcrete\conditions. 
Without this, 'indeed, the irnplemert­
t3noii ofthe"pa~s baSic line does'not 
meanmucb.r.~ :. I · · ·· · · · 

We ·are norabfo:to be··sure of ex­
actly what newanalysis the leadership 
has'made of the•situation and whether 
any~ necessary adjustme•nts have been 
made in thei pattert\1 of the war ·or not 
But even if·they :have:not done: so, it 
does not diake:Asumir's·wholesale· 
pessimisuc 8n3ljsis of the conditions· 
and its new strategy·(reaching a peaee:: 
aeoofd with theFujimori regime.to end 
the PW with the :hope of "repe3ting;' 
it' sometime later)-° any more Viable. 
What' is the .&sis ·.tor Asumir's own 
analysis lfird Jstrategy? It is important. 
to talce into account«that it is·diffieolt 
f9r)a group ofj>eople-who have· been: 
tom away fronrthecollectivity of their' 
party'and from ihe·-masses'in strug"." 
gle; and wh0se supply· of iiifonnatipn 
is contro~·by_the. enemy, t~ develop 
a correct eonctete aDalysis and on that 
~is a>iTect Concrete strategy and tac,;. 
tics for the whole party. A eommuniSt 
party's correct and unswerving·tacti~. 
of struggle1 can only emerge·· in the 
course :of mass· struggle, that is, . 
through' actU81 eXjjerience .. 

, ·Every comrade, even from prison, 
has the right to watn agai~ ~stakes 
and shortcomings ·drat woUld lead to 
wtalcening ~e !PW~ .But these short­
oomings _....real ·or imaginary- can• 
not be used as justification for sugge$t­
ing $.BHhe P" shquld-be' shut down. 
..... ~flelt":~.· .... devia' ·.­tiom ·rc~~cil · 11 ~as thoSe : the. eomm ·-. .. . . ' •' ~ ' u 
rust P.'1tY :of China which opp05ed 
.Dalijng~~.;adjustments in the 
potieiea · an4 ·the course of the wat 

c.calledforth.by dramatic changes in the 
conditions, or which opposed making 
neQ,ssary cotnpromises and building 
uilited·.fioitts With sea.ions·W- the ex­
~U."da-.S) .1JaVe;_$,lso doOO con• 
~ -dBmage on Wlfeient c>oca .. 
si• .'*1cf laave ·often ~.lay· the · 
b8Sis ·b or .even traasfomied -into· 
-.,J~· ~~mSI .pali­
ciei;~~ bas .thown·tltat :ms~ 
~main'~ istevisibn~· 
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isln-'.abandoning-the~revolutlonacy The vanguard party:irutiated :the 
struggle '_for power ~d the' .fi8:31 goal war. on' the ·l>aSiS'c:;f the :thJr.st-of"the 
ofsoeialism and communism. Asumir e~laved :10 ~.:against 1 ~eir s~av~ 
and the prlson artiete's: '~ooilcretelinet~ ety; !Even· if some people· ~e· co*1-
is alien to the PCP's b8Sic:tine for p~rriises, 1 thi.s. Will: n~t mop t_he· Stnig,;. 
making:.revolution',iil Peru. ~-Theit gte·~af~ ~! ancCtliis'Straggle 
analysis :is -wrong ~~~~it· pr~ ~~!·break~~!9:~ Stri'lgg~e sOOJ'.l~r 
plan is deadly-wrong:'. .. '. · ·· , _ _.~ ~ 1 -1 or1later:The·Wai'in!Vieman1re.!started 

/ · " · · · > .·. . in:OOs \Vay after:the country had been 
IT Will BE Hru ,ON EARl'H"1' ':··. divided and·~cefuid'been reached,' 
FOR THEf ,MASSES;, IN PERU~! .: . ·, .followilrg the-ldefeat. of the'.'French 

, • 
1 :u: THE . PEOPlE's· WAR- IS··· ; ; · ;. ~ irtiperiaiiSts:;When thelSaigoil regime 

. Not -MAINTAINED··,~- .. _. .. · went-WilCI .in w1iite.areas,~taking re­
. j!_; ''. -~ ': · .. '·~ (· .::.:~ .. ) (-'. ~.:_ vengeo1l'themas8es~the'tnassesc0uld 

Both the Asumir article and the not-talce ~s and. '.t>egair to organiZe 
·other document claim that, 04the .peo- resistance, even: though' the ·parfy' had 
pie want:peace~'L_" ~ : '·:.-~": _ .. :. nofdeve1eped any plans to resist. 

WhiCh. peopleTfhepeople are di- 7' ·~twill happen to theoppfessed 
videdinfo:dasses: :. ·· · .... ='" · . if ·~t}eaoe···-'is reached ·and dieylose 

Who are' the auihor?k people? Most their PW ·and army'?" They Will · haVe 
probably the middle classes who y~c- mote ~the same miser}'-they·ha~eaI.: 
illate greatly1 :when lhe enemy : un- ways· had, arid, moreover; the e1,1emy 
leashes white terror;·r some of whom \\jll 'unleash a-campaign ofbloodY ·r~ 
eVen' <lbserUo the side of the eneroy. venge against .them- with the ,aim· of 
Diiting Setbacks ~d uribridled a~ks "teaching" 'them to:"tlever toueh a :g0n· 
by~e enemy, tbany Oftheltil;iddl~~~~ agam:': ·such 'a~ campaign ~f terror and· 
forces ·sit· tight,· an<l ,lhe\ 'opporttirit'lts· rliassa~·will make a:n .of:the enemy~s 
and -rich peasants who .. had joined ~the previous~ genocidal cainpai·gns ·look 
party will ,desert to the enemytilbks. ' innocent>in" timlparison. '-This :.too :is 
Workers~· J)easants and -shantytown:~ ·part.Jof·why you camtot -stop the war 
dwellers· ·have been a strong· base-·of onceJyou· have iJaunched it·· .. , · - ~ 
the PW ·and Will continue lb be;'. this · , Tliings have Changed after ~13 years O~ 
does liot rule o_ut the possibility of of filtnitig" th-e soeiety upside. down, 
some kind ·or war weariness· among which is more llian firle for the inter-· 6;t, these strata. But it is· alSO-"true~that ·the national ·proletariat and more than a 
enemy's assaults againsHhePCPhave· nightmare for tb.e intemation3l oour- O . 
kindled the outrage of many of these geoisie: Now·the proletarian party and ;e 
masses to the point that they are go- the masses futder its leadership iri Pero i 
ing to 'be more determined I~ ever lmve aseended ·way up the mountain .... 
to ·ri5e to die ·occaSiori :·and· carry 'the towards the sutrimit of Victory; here -o 
war to the en'd, ·no matter what.·. both the.opportunities and«langers are ~ 

. We don't know the exact feeling rugh~· Rememberlng Mao's faSt ·letter ~ 
and mood of different sections·of-the to ~mrade Chiang Ching -in :July 
pe0ple (and ~t ·is rdnar~le~·~6\~1 . 1'976, we 1am see that to Cliritb to the 
Asumir came· to imow 1ab0Ut the ·de- top is· the·only ~y:· "In· the Jstruggle 
siles of djjferent strata' -Of the peQpib of the pa5t tcil Years I have 'tried: to 
f~r 'jlCice .tbr~gh · Fajimop!s ti'On ·. reach the peak·of revolution, but I was 
b'ii's), biJt· even if·tlieie.is.war: ~- not'Su~. But you ~d reach tie 
ness among :sections of.the people who top. 'H y°'1 fail, you will plunge into a 
are the base of the PW~ the ·solution is · fathollll~shbY~. ¥oufb6dy will shat-
not 1to·'stop· the·-war and blow to the ter~'Voutbolle$Will'break." 
wind the fruits of the people's t3 year5 ' I . 

of sweat and 1blo0d. These problems WlnlOUT A •PEC>Pl£'S :ARMY, 
have their o\vnMaOOst-Leninist-=~ THE PEOPLE HAVE NOTHING 
ist solution5. Orie thing is for eertain: 
~ po1idGal strug&le, ptopOsed 
by11tc1ine·1illder diSoUsSion, :is·nOt go-
ing· to ~ end organize the ·nlil­
liom of poor peasants in the country-. 
Side.who are tlie main force oftev<)lu­
tioa ~·the ~~P .of tbe Pn>~ 
·ietamt inllt6Ne\\' ~:ReVo­
tudtm. . 

· The OOS!enceofred political power 
and the ability to form and maintain a 
Peoi>le 'S:army·!lre cardinal features of 
Mao'sUne·afmaking revolution in the 
opprdssed nations. Any proposed tac­
titalJ. M· ·strategic readjustments 
(~negotiations or other means) 
musf:take :tJiese princij:>les 'Of Mao's 



lin~ ;nt9 ;aqc<>unt _ .... ·. . . , turned 011-tb.9~.forces wllo had fought a.ii .line t~y 1 in _Peru means; tQ r de­
.. ~ ~o, p\lt it_ very--succ,inctly, ~~wi$"." tQ .l>ring. do~ tit~ regill}e of the §bah. fend and :s_trength~n the ~pie's war 
out:~ feQplc;~s1 ~yJhe; people liav.~ In.1982, :WlieAtb~ forces:ot:the.Pal~- ag~in~ Wind and; tide. Among· f;he 
l\Q.th~~~: .Sigirl.gcant}y, ~o-. mad~ ~-r~9!~ol!wi~~ew fro~ ~l>.a~ taslcs ()f th~-P~; thl.s'.is.the majµ Qpe.­
~ i;n.Qst·4n~~~.se.zyaf:ion in tps ngp ~~er1~e ~pposedh·~'~tee.'f' lt is in theh_!n.ii.dstof qagyjµg!Qut this 
cu.!icl.e '~Qn; ~tjo~,.9qv~R.UI~cm~~'; of JhS~ L~penalism, undieds. .P . ~ wm~ . is i~Je from.fight­
wljen. he1~:~~mg:the..~.laµ<>~~ ~.<wen; w

8
. ha;i~4iatila:~ mth· _ ~~~thaP$. ing off the wrong lines, that_ the P~ 

~.lj.ip·. betw¢en· :the;- QP,Cr and the; of Sabra and . 10 _ ~ ~,s t will be d~f~n<led and· strengthened. 
~u9mmtang ~~·fl)~ possibility follored. ~ sh~e a:i~;:f th~ ~~~ ptison.article,states_; '..<P.)o$ing 
oflQ!lg:-tenn~tjg~ .... · r.i . peopthe .. ,~,tol.enjoyadvance_-~ 1!1;. .. 1 tyo .. tw~,pqt,o~hlvelsin.tltewors.t.cjr-, 
·1. JJJ.·i this ;S~tiP!l;, "...Ma~ ~efer~ _ t~ peop e tQ. . _ . tjlle revo utton, cumslap.ces. J e. _u txa-left line of 
Chiang'sdemand~the "banding over and the ability Qf the people-to defend 'MA~AINING:TFJE·STRUGGLE~'r 
of all of the anned f~~ of ttteLiber-: themselv~ against suppremon by the to the death carries the risk of the de-t 
a.led· AJeas. ,by_ tb.e- Coll)B.J.unist Party, class enemy requires a people's army. feaolt ·odfbethe;PbWlindandJhe rev9thl~tion, it 
after which. itwould gi;ant ·th~:-iCom- , . J... ••• " . '!~ , . .a WO.llUlD:.,Wl out~; 
muniS,tJ>~ 'le,gahtatus.'~.·~i-'' · · · .;· . . .. 1

• btical sense, the.product of the.most 
Mao;~~:(S; :'Tm;se.people. tell PARl'Y FORCES_ MUST .. . i · :n crude and monstroµs subjectiyism,. 

~e.:tCP~.Jllli§~,". ~~dLOVCfi;you~- '•. BE PRESERVED,··BUT _FIRST/ one~sidedness~d;$1per:fitjality.''i;, 
f:J09p5·~ w~1will ~ y,Qtl~,. THE PARrY'S COLOUR · '.:. \ It is fair to say that all·Qf .these ad.-
Acq:>r4ing to their. .Uteozy, ~ ·politi~. MUST BE. PRESERVED jectives could well ~lappli~. lO this 
party .UJat_ ~~-AQt J}aye ~ artnY1 Wha ... i,~ .. ~-the .comm:-.,· unl·st·. ,parti·es art1has_ .. ·c1e.1~~callf .. Eventha,:'·'blii:id" p,e~n 
slJQ\JJ~ ~njoy f)'~9m .. )"et w~tev~r _ . . . po 1ti . se11Se; e fflBll) qu~oq 
freedo~ th~ 1C.mp.es~ ;Gogimu~i~~ go® for? -Fo.-,~ng revoluf.i9n, 3· i~, howeye.r, pqljtical ·sense .of whi.9h 

I ~~rty ~1:1jqy:~d dµr~i,g 1J. n4.~ 1_9~,7 ,, revolµtj~ pcµty is req1Jire4.. ~ .Q{1 clas~?, To divo~® politics fro~-war:.~ '. 
wl\~nJHiad;E)!lly a-~_~,fpi;~,. · th~p~c~cs ofpeople's\lfiU" a ~untry that has been in.a cjvil wari 
vanis~ with::tl\~ l{~Qmin~g'goy_- i$t:~t'it..~ust be. led by 3·,MWQst-. forc 1J years...,.... such a.person is nei~ 
emm~nf $policies of 'pany pwge' ~d · ~~Maoist C()jlllllunist party_. ·To, ther1blind nor deaf and dumb, but has 
m.assacre,.;~rtJtd today_,, rf:be,,China, b.ave .3-~·party is .cmcialrfor starting'. a bad line. -Pretending that the regime 
Democratic League and tlic.u:lemocrats the people's. Wcll, .and. it.i$iewn more! and its Yankeeboss wi~ aU~,the PGP 
withiJJ the Kuol;l).j.Jitan~ )¥ho hayetn9 ~cial for cJeyeloping it through· tJ'e'.' to -_shl)ply , slip"Jback. ! to, 1the1pred980 

v- · armed forces, have ~o ~IP eitltei:. • · in~dous.djfticultj.c;s to ~,~d. I~_ pre-, · situation _and repea_tttJie·e~rien~.of 
~, ~~us take_. Jhe wo~e,s .. ~:and ~a puty, 1its quality i$ the ·prip.:. th~ l9§Qs andJ 9ios -:- if this is ~of !5 stude).lts ;~d··th~. pr-qgres~iv.eJy.i~'-• cipal ~ - whether it·represe~, '~tbe most crude and.monstroU$ suP-· 
.-:· clined peopl(i ~-~1:\lral, eclucational ~ .-imer~ of our c~ against the jecdvism~~, then what i$ Jt? Pisband-
2:1 and industd~J cir~l~~ · U:~d;~.r ~h.e opposing '~- 81)<;1 ~cent.rates it:s ing the, PW alld dismantling the peo-. 
· IS. KuQP}i~~g reP,~ ---- f9r" tb.~ la~ will, oqiot. C~~, in a strug-_ pie's armed for~ will ~Qtally vi9lau; 
Q;· ei_gh=T AC>ne <?f~em. ~e.had. gle agajJ;lst ac~ collabo~tio~st len- ~. ~4affie11ta1 inter~ .of:Uie·peo-

9. ·: any, , ., .. : .. OJ;~, alid ,nQ!}e pf them dency.,.w~h: ~1 ~~n i~. th~ party, pie;,'. tmd9 Uie accomplishm~~ts of 13 i 

~ye -IHl~ ~ ~." C'Qp ~i~ · ~e4, ~~-ill~ Cqmmunist ~to s~. years Qf revQlutiqnary -w3rfar_e and_ g. ti~n GQv~~eµ.t",. .S.~ V. 3,, p .. Z45) , to ·the l~el. of tlte Kuomintang di~- bring about the WQ.J.:~ kind of setback, 
~ _,,It is nqtn~~:t~ J:et:µ@ io ti.~ · torship Qf1the hJndlords Qd. bourgeoi-. fc;>l.' the ,proletariat. ~"1· ~eni ~ ·Politi­
~-: ~~yy~Q{~(!·C~~~ sie, to the levd of,pm:Ual 1,'CsistanceT' cally l:Uld .ideQlogically at .well as: 

lution ·to .futd 'PrQQ~ pf .MJJ.o 's POlnt. (~ Mter. -the Fall. ·Of. Sbangbai anct militarily. It is total bypocri$y to pre,'!, 
'nte e~ri~ceJo,f Uie~ (~.4ecades, T~~' 'Ql_pitulatioiµ$1ll MQ.S.t Be tend that~ syategy·willi>reserve the· 
4it the.QPpJeSsc;d couptries has 1shown, Cqmba4:4 .~ .Jnside the, P.a.rtY.·~ party. Conua4e -CIJ.iang Ching ·COuld. 
tlµihyi~o11t.~ed~or~;\bepecn>ie .. ~qugh_Qut1.1be Gounµy,.''. sw, v·2,,. ._, ,i··';., _ • · · · 

~not <>n1Y·unable to enj91~P9litj91!, P .. 1 ~5~ Andihe.~re$$e5 ~ ~lo..1927.. . ..... 1 . , 

~m,-but ~J~~~J9 poll"'\. Clx;n.'J;'u~miu'.s:qapitgl~ti91lis:qi_l~lP.~ ·~-~!,his phr~~ofa,~'h}ln~r~:~per-pa'r­
ci~,of.l>loedy ~pfe$siqPJ&µd "18$- ~faUµr~of.fJt~inwol~n. N9 DAern-. ti~~ ~ppears nght aftei:,~~f11(r meptj9ns. 

1; ~. • tJie .~· ~f Ute'. reactionar~. b,q Qfpqr n!Htv s. ho. ul. ~-. ~.r for. .. -~et;thi$ RIM: ~t ·seew~ likely"l~t ·it i~r .m~nt to .. 1>¢: 
II
: ies The lndonem!llre · · I ·f l96·c·' h .--,., · - t> an.attack on ·iµM parties· arid ·C>nraniu~· 

···. . · ,~~ ·~~P e-1o.:., · "'>1· ... istorical l~son wri.tten,· in·l>lQQd.!' tions. Given RIM's c6rrtct 1hf ,:'fib. ·r·ih .. , 
when ·hundreds of thousands of com- . (ib .. i_d, . ,p. 65·)·. . . . . . ~ .· ;-~. . . . .. . an ys1s . . e 

I • ""4-n. d . k ~ ~ · · -- rCVOJUti()fl'ary pe>SSibiJitieS-m the WOiJd ·and 
I ·i· ' m~i!ll~l 8!1 _ 'W.Of ~ ,r~ .an~ 1~3S311ts . A ... ft.I mf·~. w.ams. ·aoaind .. "ft!l •. pe.- par• . ~ to h I ML d . . l~ I la nlt.+a Dd. • ~.. f j ~"">!"' ~ tt9 leuorts . e p . M· '1orces to 1 step ·up . 

. / 

were~ ... ;u~r~11S ~i~gj.c .i!Rd pa,i.µ- ti~"1.\ .bqt .its lin~. dQe$. n.ot ~m: to· theii ~es to~,~rt pebple's wars .wher:..·. 
ful lesson. In Chile, tens of thousands min4 theIP 3t all; ,itssllmegy is toita.ke evi9r, po~sitUe and· as !K>~m as possible; 
of nw.tQlµti~,.~e<J. w9*,ers and tbe Pcy '1ttougb,a ~m_i.aqon·that ~ ~~i~'.s. dislike Qf R,IM. may· n~ come as 
~ts~ prpgressive ~i~ :w~re . at ·~$ti will ~ it into1 a P1~1:":J>31"ty. a jll1rpn~ Tc;><iaY.-Rilvf is' ~l!lwa~k.of.~uP: 
kiUed when: th~ army OV.~PW .th_. e. , ,A · "~ d · 'th Dtll..tv). p:>rt mtetjlation81Jv fo th PW led b · thP. 
elect d of All ... , . . .sum,r~~Ja ~~I) .J~,'1. ~.&1~"'"1 . . . .... ·1J, .. r ~ .- ·, .. Y ,·m. 

· , e .. goverp.JDent ... : . . ende,. m 3~ Winf.1 ~ µae, pe~•st WQng; PCP. l"l"Q~. ouw:. 9wn ~x~rienee;·. we ~ 
1973 In 1981 m Iran, thoU$Ulds of th 'deol ·~ litical line deci say' that our internationalist line'has.al~, 
CO~m· u"nis·t~ r·e-·. 1 t· ... ·; ... ·.d./. ·pl·,_' 90._ 1>P.' •...... . Q;: ' - way· Sm. ~. re_sistAnce· from·· ,.elemen.· ts \Yhfi.:'" 

· · ... • · ~, -. . vo u lQ~~n~~ '1i:.; S1¥ .• e .. fof,fh_ '.· e.:nPnple .. 'I:!_ war .. '•~' .Ge .. n. e.rall_· •v,. 1 • 7 1 

Prooress s ted . . . ' .r"1'!'. ~ !Jl are sup~itive of 6ur'8ttuggle but who: do 
o-· we w~.reexecµ • qrunpn~ ~.IS'.a-~e ~t~m~p~.--But-t<>"~ll~~t. not'hav~.~1ull-the-way revblulionafy po­

one.~ when the Khomeini_ regime taking th·e correct 1·deolo-aical-""'l•'ti·-, 1· · 1 d ·d o· r" 1t1ca 1 ,an . 1 eological: lii\t .. • · . ·" . 



have adopted the "realistic" attitude 
championed by this article, b~1t instead 
she "maintained the struggle to the 
death'~, along with her comrade-in­
anns, Chang Chun-chao. The, other 
two (Wang Hurig-wen and Yao Wen• 
yuan), however, did choose to test this 
article's "wise" policy, with the result 
that they personally are alive and well­
fed :today -·but can this .be said to. 
have advanced the proletarian cause 
in any way?· . , 

If a party is defeated militarily for 
standing for the basic interests of the 
basic masses; it can arise from its 
ashes again. But if it fails to take this 
stand and throws to the wind the prin­
ciples and the.fuildamentai interests 
of the masses, then it will be destroyed 
forever and a new party. must be 
formed, which will be a tremendously 
more bitter and difficult process. 

Even in the most extreme cases 
(and we emphasize again this is not 
the. present situation with the war led 
by the PCP), " ... when things have be­
come hopeless, in the military sense, 
one cannot separate politics and Wal': 
political objectives would still ·deter­
mine whether or not to continue fight­
ing ... '(C)apitulation in the faCe of cer­
tain strategic defeat can add political 
defeat to military defeat." (Just Wars 1 

and Unjust Wars, A Maoist Study-of 
War, by S. Leonard, p. 7) 

As the Chinese comrades said, "if 
the party's line is cc>rrect, even if it 
did not have one soldier at the begin~· 
ning, it will find soldiers. However, if 
the line of the party is wrong, even if 
it has nationwide and regional p<>w­
ers and armies under itseontrol, it Will 
be crushed." (A Basic.Understanding 
of the Communist Party ()f China, · 
Sliallghai, 1974) This is the only cor­
rec~deliiie for "preserving the 
party".· otherwise, even! 'if the regime 
and its Yankee sponsors allow a party 
to preserve its forces physically and it 
is able to remain a big party quaiilita­
tiV~ly, that party will not be a Marx­
ist-Letliliist•Maoist party like the PCP. 
It .tbight h3ve lotS of people, but theSe 
pedj>le Will have dilferent class aiid 
political allegiance's arid Will be 
"remtegtated iiito Society". 

AS wij said, correct p0lilic8l•ide0-
1ogitaJ. lin~ i$ decisi\!e in preserVing 
the patty. A line is cotrect if ft repte-., 
sents the interests, the aspirations and 
the wotldview of out class. And the 
<:¢>trect lliie ~·Peru today is cdncrerely 
expressed in the kind of attitude Wliich 

is taken towards the People's War led 
by the Party. 

A communist party is a product of 
class struggle and at the same time is 
its instrument. If the party 108es its 
colour, it· will cease to be an instru-
ment of Out class struggle. . 

Ill. NEW CONDmONS, 
: 

1
' NEW PROBLEMS 

THE PROBLEM OF LEADERSHIP 
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of our dearest comrades, every other 
tum witnessed desertions of fellow 
travellers, and al' along the: way nu­
merous internal struggles were re­
qilired. 

We must point out th;lt our experi­
ence was different in many important 
ways from the situation our comrades 
are facing in Peru today, and this must 
be taken into acc6unt. The most im­
p0rtant difference and. in fact, a cru­
cial one, is that the PCP, under the 
leadership of C~ Goni.alo, had 
firmly established Marxism-Lenin-

Asumir writes, "We have problems ism-MaoisJIJ.and had sticcessfully ap­
with numbers I and 3 (proletarian plied MLM to the concrete conditions 
leadership ·and strategic centraliza- of Peru, thus developing a correct and 
lion)~" - comprehensive ideological and politi-

It is obVious that communist par- cal litie. But in our case, the blow of 
ties face the "problem of leadership" the enemy came at a time when major 
when they lose their leaders. in the questions of ideological and political 
midst of fierce class struggle, espe- line were pendirig resolution: most 
cially leaders of the stature of Chair- important of all, our organization was 
man Gomalo. This is not a new phe- suffering from a centrist line on Mao 
nomenon, and the ICM needs to deal Tsetung Thought, a disease that the 
with it better. Undoubtedly, today the UIC had caught in the aftermath of 
problem of leadership is one of the the coup·in China and during the trai­
challenges that faces the leadership of torous attacks ofEnver Hoxha against 
the PCP. However, we believe the "sd- Chairman Mao. 
lution" implied by Asumir ~d explic- Therefore for tis it was not just re-
itly put forward by the prisoners' arti- structuring out organi7.ation, its links ~ 
cle is wrong. We believe such a "solu- with the masses and its praCtice, but ~ 
tion" would· lead to temporarily ideological a:Qd political restruCturing O 
putting an end to the existence of the as well. Of course, we had jUst over- ;oS 
vanguard itself or would greatly harm tiu:oWn a right opportunist line·oftail-
its ability to continue. ing the ·bourgeoisie before the blows 6 

The e;cperience of the ICM has oftheenemyhitourorganiz.atioli. The ~ 
shown that everi time a crisis bteaks initiation of armed struggle against the ;e 
out in the inoveinents as a testilt·of Islamic Republic (SCptember 1981 to ... 
setbacks~ a tendeilcy arises in favour· Jhne 1982) under the name of the -o 
ofliquidating the achievements. It has Sarbedaran Uprising (in the· city of ~ 
been especially difficult for the move- Amol) was a result ·of this rupture. 'E! 
mentS to witbstaild the 1055 of their Although this uprising was defeated, 
main leadel'S. Petliaps otireXJ)erience ·its·iilitiation shook the whole· coun-
and some aspects of the experience of· · try, drove the enemyA wild, and gained 
the CODim'iiiriSt Party of India (Marx:. the Jasting love and respect of the re\'o­
ist•Lenirustj (CPIML) (some ·of wtifoh hitionarjr masses throughout Ir~. 
we Will examine) Will help to shed This ruphlte.established bbth tlie cen­
light on s<>me of the questions in- tralityoftevolutioruityWartarefortlie 
volved in the dd>ate with the Asriinir seizore (jf pc>wet ana the decisiveness 
liile; of proletarian leidetship' iit the tevo-

lutioruuy piacess. · ·· 
A. UMION Of: COMMUNISTS .dF llAN 'Ftie·deteat of the AinQl upriSing led 

CSARiEDAIAN) (UICS) to the toss of aur R:ey leadership and a 

Recapitulating btietly hete tile 
p~ ottestru~tig.tlle UiiiQll.of 
CoiP.mU.W.stS of Iran (UIC and later 
UlCS) Sllnl>lifies that ptotess sofue­
~hat Bm the rean1y ts that it was com­
plex,- ~cf iJi ii<hvay follO\\ted a $light 
lifte. It was s p~ .m· wliich'. etety 
other Sfef> was pdvect Mfti the blOOtt 

im@orp0ttion bfotttfightingforee. The 
nationwide assaults of the enemy 
against: the ~lion -which -was 
nifilmy ~ m tte1 majb~ cities of th~ 
cOOiitty ~ S1iirleiifgeyeta1 intm'thS later 
cm. the sumffief ot 1982)~ & a reSUit.of 
the detest at tJiet nptismg; the . ript 
o~tttfflist ·wmg· JUtd. gone on tlie ~f-. 
re~· a:tl'.d me· cngiitlii.aticm was lll a 
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state of disarray when the enemy started way too. It put our people out of op­
to attack the organization. In these as- eration in two ways: first, by directly 
saults, which had been carefully pre-,. striking at us, througli"'arrests and ex­
pared through months of intelligence ·ecutioQs, and:second, by using the 
work, the enemy succeeded in captut..;· capitulation of some "fellow tr:;i:vellers 
ing the whole leadership (whidt was and broken people to demot~ize and 
based in the capital, Teheran) and the confuse the forces of revolution. On 
major portion of our cadres, disman- the other hand, the perseverance and 
tling most of the organizational struc- daring Qf the new leadership, along 
tures and links with the~. , . ..:with the heroic "'resistance until 

This happened almost one year ar- death'' of many of our beloved leaders 
ter the regime had purged itself from and comrades ·in prison, WcilS an in­
internal rival f9rces. and had gone on a spiring, driving source of strength for 
bloody nati9rtWide ca~paign of captur- regrouping and restructuring - it re­
ing and exefuting the communists, ally .raised confiden~ and high mo­
mass activists, ~d revolutionaries, as rale amongboth the masses who sup­
well as crushing all of the mass move- ported us and within our for~s. 
ments and thei~ gains in the revolution To save our forces, we had to smash 
and all forms 9f opposition. This whole the liquidationist trend in theory and 
bloody episod~ once again glaringly practice. In theory, to show the filthy 
demonstrated that the . people have bourgeois ideology and interests be­
nothing without an anny of their own. hind, all that, and in practice, to per-

After the capture of the leadership, severe in restructuring the organiza­
a group of the IJ}.Ost daring comrades tion under the continuous and ruth­
( of the left) whtl had not been in the l~ fire of the enemy. This quote of 
central leading bodies (such as the Po- Lenin became our credo: "We are 
litburo or the Standing Committee) marching in a compact group along a 
stepped forward and took the respon- precipitous and difiicult path, firmly 
sibility for leading. Since the centre holding each other by the hand. We 
~d been wiped out by the enemy and are surrounded on all sides by, en:-

.... the organiz.ational structures were dis- emies, attd we have to advance under 
~ integrated, they formed a new centre. their almost constant fire. We have 
K? Driven by their commqnist convic- combined v:oluntarily, preci~y .for the : 
:: tions and their sharp ~lass sense of plJll>Ose of fighting the enemy, and not 
~ what needed to be don~, they mov:ed to retreat into ~Q.adjacent cesspool. ... 
~ in, picked.up and hoisted the r,ed flag, And now several among us begin. to 
o and rallied the remaining comrades cry out: let us go into. th,is marsh I..." 
.-. around it (What Is To Be Done?, FLP p. 30) Our s· The most immediate task was to leadership upheld to the comrades that. 
~ contain the blows of the enemy and. to keep our red flag aloft, we .must 
~ save as many people as possible in a nourish it with our blood. 14 

~ short time, and on tlMlt basis regroup. . The liquidators iri essence wanted 
SQme initial summation was done of to liquidate our right to rebel, our right 
the existing ,situation, and directives to liave a comniUJU,st organizat;ion and 
were issued for thiJ. . . pe~ere on the· ~road of revolution. 

Soon the main obstacle was To do· this effectively, they were mock­
liquidationism, whi,ch became· ram- ing our ~mmuni$t ideology and revo­
~t aft~r some ~ftheimprisoned UIC 
leaders capitulated ideologically and 
PQlitically and denounCed our ideals 
and struggles - these people we~ I 
m~stly from ~e right opportuni~~ 
wmg, but W.so ~eluded some with a 
better poUnC31 hjstory. While the Is~ · 
lainic ~lic's torture chambers and 
dung~ns were full bf the hereic re­
~~ our co~ the regime'$. 
p~ganda !113cbine w~flUUling full .. 
blas.t about communist 1Jepentance" 
and totally blacked out the commu­
nist resistance. In· short, in addition 
!O direct assaults, the enemy was try­
mg to eat away at our· forces in· this · 

14 Our Fourth Conference;~hich was con­
vened in the spring of 1983 under the lead­
ership of the provisional centre a year af­
ter ~ese blows, decl.aml;. "Times like this, 
in order to ~keep the red flag of our princi­
ples and the cause of the working class 
and revolution flying, require.that the most 
sacrificing and· steadfast eotpmunists give 
their live9 seltle8sly. It is in these kinds of 
conditions that the genuine communists 
and · real revollitionaries and, the most. ad­
vanced elements ·of the working claSs and 
the people·are·tested and the real leaders 
of the masses are ;forged and st~eled ,in 
the fire of unequal and bloody battJes." 

lutionary spirit, attacking our achieve­
ments and underestimating our poten­
tial and abilities15, in order to dissuade 
u.s from re-~ing the "defeated road". 
The defence of our revol~tionary her­
itage and.achievements was key to de­
feating this liquidationi.st n:end in its 
right and sometimes even "left" forms; 
we vigourously defended our commu­
nist identity, our Qrganization and its 
basically correct history, and espe­
cially the rupture with the right op­
portunist line al)d in defence of the 
subsequent heroic struggle of 
Sarbedaran. While we recognized our 
mistakes as much as we could grasp 
them at·that time, we refused to go on 
an orgy of self-criticism in the face of 
the liquidationists. 

The organization defeate~ the 
liquidationist trend and united around 
a revolutionary line and strong com­
munist convictions. The convening of 
the Fourth Conference of the UICS 
was the culmination of this period. But 
this was not the .end of the process of 
struggle for reorganization. 

A whole period of revolution and 
our line and practice going into it had 
to be summed µp, and the way forward 
charted. The fact that UICS still had 
not settled accounts with the long 
overdue kej' questions of ideological 
and political line ~ questions of 
MLM and the Strategy - wa5 com­
pounding this process. Without ·up­
rooting ideological and political prob­
lems, neither could the task of fight­
ing liquidationism and revisionism be 
completed, nor could a correct sum­
mation of our line and practice dur­
ing the most twnulttious· years of the 
country be presented, and the future 
course charted. 1 • : • 

In this prQCess~ we. lost new layer~ 
·of our leadership two more timc!S in 
"search and destroy" assaults of the 

15 For ·exampje, they moaned, ''we should 
not have resorted to arms"; "the regime 
has stabilized"; "the masses are backwar<I 
and do not want revolution"; ''we need a 
protracted process of1slow political work"; 
"we nCed a· long period of studying and 
reviewing Marxism"; "we cannot trust 

, anybody to form an organization, so we 
should only fonn circles"; "we should in­
dividually go thr~ugtl a process of 
proletariani1.8tion in ·factories"· "there are· 
not enough. theoreti~ian·s, le~dets, etc"; 
"those experienCed l~ders were not- able 
to succeed, so certa~~ly you infants can-
not succeed". 1: · 



counter-insurgency police, who never 
gave up the task of totally uprooting 
tJICS. Lack of continuity of the lead­
ership really harmed our development 
- we learned the crucial necessity of 
presetving leadership the hard way. 

Resurrecting our organization's in­
ternationalist traditions was one of the 
strongest points in this process. It was 
essential in fighting against revision­
ism and liquidationism and in the 
process of reconstruction overall. 
Many revisionist and bourgeois forces 
were trying to lure us in order to en­
list the name of Sarbedaran in, their 
fronts, and to do this ·they were using 
our liquidators too. ~Our,response was 
to shut our ears to them and open them 
to our international comrades. Join-i 
ing· RIM took anotlier internal strug­
gle' and was a .very, important leap. 
This was decisive in our ideological 
and political development. 'f.his 
brought to us the. accumulated theo­
retical and practical.experiences of our 
class worldwide, including,' the 
freshest experience-the PCP and the 
People's War under its leadership. 

We carried out reorganization in 
close conjunction with striving hard 
to turn our theories into practice and 
to increase our material force, and this 
was· the only way .to' develop an ideo­
logically-politically correct and steeled 
organization. 

At last1we united firmly around 
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism and the 
strategy of people's war - surround­
ing the cities from the countryside -
and around building an organizational 
structure that was overall derived from 
this line 'and in the service of imple­
menµng it.- This is the highest ideo­
logical-political and· organizational 
unity ever arrived at in the long life of 
our· org~tion. ·The emergence of 
this new organimtion was the great­
est leap in the process of forming the 
proletarian party in Iran - the proc­
e5s which is coming to a conclusion.· 

8. COMMUNIST PARTY OF INDIA 
(MARXIST-LENINIST) 

i.-;; 

The experience of the CPI(ML) is 
important to sum up in regard to the 
problem under discussion, and we 
hope the comrades from India. will 
carry out this task. However, our cur­
rent level of understanding allows us 
to mention some points about a 
liquidationist trend that arose in the 
aftennath of the capture and death of 
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Comrade Charu Mazumdar in captiv~ more· because of the changes in the 
ity at the haitdsofthe enemy in 1971. material world. 

The CPI(ML) split into many ~·, 
groupings. . Diffe.rent kinds ·of 1·, c. THE PCP 
liquidationist tendencies arose. Some 
completely liquidated the Party's line · Undo~btedly, the current l~/of 
and its achievements, saying that, leadership. presents the revolutionary 
usince we were defeated, eveiything pr~~ in Peru and.its vanguard with 
must have been wrong"! Others, pre- great difficulties. It is not easy to de­
tending to discard the errors (either velop leaders. Losing experienced lead­
real ~r invented·ones), threw the baby ers is a setback in our revolutionmy 
o~t with the bathwater. Another type efforts. Therefore, protecting leadership 
ofrevisionismwastoupholdthestrug- from the enemy's attack is one of the 
gle ofthe 1970s.(Naxalbari) in naine, most important tasks. This is crucial 
but in reality practice reformism. Still for maintaining the <XJ.ptinuity of the 
another reaction to the loss of Com- revolution. At the same time, in class 
rade Charo Mazumdar,and the crisis war this ·can happen anytime. We 
in the Party was to withdraw from the should prepare for it beforehand byde­
overall political and-ideological strug- veloping strong collective leadership, 
gle in-Jndia and the world and to limit Maoist successors, ready to boldly 
themselves in a narrow nationalist way shoulder the leading responsibilities. 
to the immediate problems 1 of the We believe the principle that war can 
armed struggle. Some of the group- beleamedthroughwagingwar.f.areap­
ings of the CPl(ML) did maintain and plies in this problem too~ leadership 
continue the armed struggle, but can be learned through leading. , · 
tended to rip it out of the ·proletarian Lenin says ·that in. the face of big 
internationalist context as part of the crises some peoplebend and others -
world proletarian revolution. the majority - become steeled. This 

The. experience of the ICM shows is true in the present case too. We have 
that it has· been difficult to maintain confidence in the PCP and are optimis­
what is correct and discard what must tic that in this pr~ :it will become :.., 
be discarded in the situations where even more steeled. Our confidence and ~ 
main leaders are lost and a new situa• optimism has a sm>ng material basis: O 
tion has arisen. There have been in!" generally, be.cause the PCP is· an ideo- ;o 
spiring cases of forging ahead step- logically strong party which has. been 6 
by.:.step and even achieving new revo- steeled in 13 years of the highest form a 
lutionary 'leaps in this process. And of revolution; and, specifically, the re- ~ 
there have. been unfortunate experi- siliency that the PCP has brought into ;e 
ences; where inste;td of taking what- play in the face of such a big loss has .... 
ever had been achieved and )?uilding surprised both friend and f<>e.iand .has ~ 
upon it, people took a cannibalizing greatly elated the international piole- ~ 
approach towards their own 1line and tariat. The PSR has a large reservoir of ~ 
achievements under the guise of, "we experience and cadres; it has ·a devel-
did not succeed''~ "there is no leader~ oped line for the revolution in·Peru; it 
ship, . no line, etc"~ has strong ideological and politjcal ties 

We are not,saying that errors shOuld with the ICM, and there is RIM which 
not be identified and discarded. First can ·concentrate the whole experience 
of all, mistakes are inevitable and. sec- of the ICM==-- including the best inter­
ondly, ·the world is changing, ·so there nationalist traditions of the Comimem 
are always certain elements of the line --- and make this available to the PCP. 
that·shouldbe discarded. But this can It is disturbing that Asumir does 1not 
only be done. on 'the basis of defend- see this tremendous potential and 
ing and upholding the correct line. In achievement~ 
class struggle it is very important to . Now in the case of ~e PCP, if it 
grasp .the 'dialectic between preserv- were true that leadership does indeed 
ing and examining the line, in order have the .prol?lems that are claimed in 
to be able to divide one into two and the documents under discussion, even 
determine the principal aspect, and on in slich a case the proposal they make 
that ba$is on the one hand to preserve is not only not a solution, it is in fact 
what is ·correct and the achievements dangerously wrong. 
and build the .future advances upon When main leaders are lost, it is in­
them, ·and on the other, to discard what . deed difficult and will take time to bring 
is wrong· or what does .not hold any . forward new leaders with a correct and 
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umwerving ideological and political 
line, capable of vigourously, applying 
:MIM to the ever~merging co~c­
tions of the revolution and.. leading it 
forward. But again, t!J.is problem can 
only be sunnounted by taking a Marx­
ist':"Leninist~Maoist approach. Strong 
communist leadership can only be 
forged in the process of solving, in 
theory and practice, the problems of the 
revolution. Correct ideological and 
political line is decisive for this proc­
~- What is the key problem for the 
leadership of the PCP to solve today? 
Is it how to end the war in the ·most 
orderly &shion? No. From an MLM 
point of view, the key problem is how 
to preseIVe the People's w~ and de­
velop it under the new conditions 
through twists and turns. The real lead­
ers are the ones who rise to this occa­
sion undauntedly. These comrades will 
become even more tested in the heat of 
surmounting new' problems and ad­
vancing the revolution. , They will be. 
even more capable of leading real vic­
tories and advancing to final victory. 
These leading comrades must be sup­
ported and preserved. There is no other 
route - this is the only ci>rrect one; . 

'ti'-. the rest is marshland: 
~ The prison article says that there can 
K? be no Gonzalo Thought without the 
~ personof~ol Does this me.an~ 
"!II without Chairman Gomalo, the basic 
== ~ line for revolution in Peru that devel-
0 oped under his leadership can no longer 
.,., be ·carried out?· What if Comrade 
9 Gonz.alo had not been arrested and had 
QC 

i, :::==:~~!h::: 
~ war·be led~ ".di~e" soreli· ~~s~ Thisdiso. is 

nbt serious; 1t 1s .11&e a gtous r-
der. It goes agairist the materiali&t con• 
ception of ~e pr~. of development 
of leader5 and oftheir role. Chairman 
Gomalo is a product of the class strug­
gle internationally and ·nationally; and 
specifically of the PCP. This can be seen 
clearly in his interview with El Diario 
in 1988i This does not me.an that. the 
revoltltion in Peru and the ICM do not: 
need him in their front ranks .. On the 
eoiitraty, they do;' and it was the reoog­
nition1 of this vital truth that .led RIM 
to· J>ut out an mgent and! powerful call 
to. the Maoists and: revoluti.onarry, 
masses·around the world~to· "Move 
~eaven and .Earth~ to Defend .the Life: 
.of Chainnan Gonzal0'~~ and to declare 
the international importance of this 
task. Today, RRvf is calling upon. all' 
Maoist parties .and organizations: to 

persevere in this crucial campaign. But situation. This is crucial for deveJop­
the point isJhat the proletariat cannot ing correct strategy and tactics for car­
~d should ~ot become paralysed in the rying out the revolution in every coun­
face :of its ~cks; rather, it sums up try. Because the world is the frame­
andlearns its lessons and continues the work and context for every country, it 
revolution. shapes ·the objective situation in every 

Here we think it is useful to stress country and interacts with the regional 
two i'elevant aspects of the question of and national contradictions. 
leadership. On the one hand, it must Important two-line struggles in the 
be recognised that the revolution in its ICM have erupted in conjunction with 
course gives rise to a group of party dramatic changes in the world situa­
leaders and to top individual leaders. tion. These changes influence the class 
Experience has shown that it takes time alignments at large, which in tum and 
and political-ideological struggle to es- in different times and circumstances · 
tablish such a fact. On the other han<L can give rise to struggle between lines 
the relation between collectivity and in· the communist. parties. One exarn­
individual respoilSll>ility must be seen pie in the more ·recent history of the 
correctly. While the role of the top lead- ICM is how the shift in the world situ­
ers has been impprtant and at times at:i9n had influence over the alignments 
decisive in the histoiy of our class and of the forces within; J!le Communist 
in the life of. conununist parties, they Party of China. When there was a shift 
themselves are the product of collec- in the world situation from the .1960s 
tive struggle, and ·it is this collectivity to the 1970s, and in that context the 
that is the principal aspect overall. USSR became a big threat to the Peo- . 
· Once again, we do admit that a dif- pie's Republic of China, Lin Piao 
ficult and complex task bas fallen upon wanted to capitulate to the SoViet so­
the shoulders ofthe·PCP's leadership, cial-imperialists, whereas Deng Xiao­
but we are confident that the :PCP com- ping and Chou En-lai thought the,so­
rades are able to ov'eICOme, this diffi- · lution lay.in capitulating to the US im­
culty and cany out this task. The fact perialists. After the fall of the East bloc, 
that the recent loss does not coincide · our movement witnessed the rise of K. 
with a completely new spiral of revo- Venu revisionism from the CRC­
lution.in Peru,. but has occurred in the CPl(ML). One of the important factors 
midstoftheunfoldingofthesameone, in the· line ofall these revisionists was 
gives- ·ample room and time for nC'Y their analysis of the world situation 
leadership to develop its capabilities and~ more importantly,. their pro­
and strengths further and to get, pre- gramme . 
pared for future challenges .. This does · With this in mind, we should look at 
not mean that today the leadership of Asumir's views of the world situation. 
the Party does not need to make a cor­
rect appraisal of the new situation; .. to 
identify·ilew oontradictions and provide 
solutions for. them; of course it does, 
~ revolution gives rise to .con1-

A. ACCORDING TO ASUMIR. 
BECAUSE OF·THE FALL OF THE EAST' 

BLOC. WE CANNOT MA~E 
.REVOLUTION! 

tradictions all the time. But. contrary , . . . . . . . r . 

to .the approach of.:4lfumir and -the Asumir says, "The present GPE 
prison_atticle, this must be done .by (general-political ebb) derives from the 
vigomously1:applying MLM an~rthe· proce~ of restoration, from the crea­
Barty.'s basic line. In short, we believe ti~n of unfavourable publ'c opinion of 
that the heart of. the matter in soiving this whole stage of the revolution ( 140 
the problem ofleadershipiS·to be able years). So far the GPE has lasted 31 

to.·preseIVe the· proletarian class char- years; In the light ofMarxism, and this 
aoter of the .People's Wat; to_ maintain is decisive·:and· .key 'in .order to sketch 
it as a material force,. andon1that basis OU~ the strategy of the World Proletar­
to1 develop it towarm 'Victozy as a red i~_ReVolution in the New.Great.Wave, 
baseareafortheworld.proletarianrevo- w_e, understand why.this period-is ·a 
lution.. As Marx said, here is· the rose, hinge between the culmination: .of .a 
danCe here! . )' 1 • stage ofthe World Proletarian Revolu~ 

. • • .: 1• '. tion.ai:i~- the.future Great Wave ofthe 
, · ... THE·. WolU.D··SITUAtlON~ ~. · World;f1oletarian Revolution. This is·.· 

• . ~r 

. .. Every· MLM party must be armed 
. wit:h a. correct analysis of .th~.1 world 

. the·arg(unent for the general political 
withdrawal, among. other questions.,. 
(our en~phasis - lJICS) 



According to Asumir's analysis of 
the world situation, there is a strategic 
and global ebb,.and this is the grounds 
for its proposal for a general retreat for 
the world proletarian revolution 16 

Why is the situation, according to 
Asumir, unfavourable for advancing 
the revolution? Chiefly because pub­
lic opinion has become unfavourable 
towards communism since the fall of 
the East. . . 

Public opinion, in the sense1 of the 
moods ·and aspiratiOns of different 
classes of the people during each pe­
riod, .is an important factor to be taken 
into account by a revolutionary party 
in its tactics and policies. But we 
showd ask Asumir: how does unfa­
vourable "public opinion" reflect the 
situation of the underlying contradic­
tions that give rise to revolution? 

~n contrast to the idealist approach 
of Asumir, ·whose appraisal of the 
world situation is based on "public 
opinion'', RW's recent re5olution on 
the world situation is based on a stud}' 
of the major contradictions iit the 
~orld. ~ts analysis sees ili,at the major 

' 

16 In order tQ. construct an analogy to .to­
day's situation, Asumir makes an analysis 
of the ebb situation at the time of Marx 
and· Eng~ls and says that, "for 30 y~ it 
was ·not ~ible to seiie power .... " Here 
we are not' going to delve into this, but we 
would ·like to make a couple of points. · 

At the time of Marx and Engels, capi­
talism had ·not reached its ·highe8t stage, 
the era of imperialism and the . proletarian 
revolution, i~ ·which for, the·first, tim~ 1he 
prolet~rian revolution really ·became 
worldwi~e. Lenin says, "Ther~ h~d been 
an epooll of a comp(l.ratively 'peace(ul 
capitalis~', wheri it had overcome feuclal7 
ism .in the adwnced countries of Eur()pe 
and wa8 in a position to develop compara­
tively ttanqtiilly and· harmoniously, ·~ 
fully' ·spreSaing -ovet .·tremendous areas of 
still unoccupied lands, and .of countries not 
yet finally. drawn into, the capjtalist vor­
tex. Of ~urse, even in that epoch, marked 
approximately by the years 1871.a~d 191~, 
'peaceful' capi~i,~ c,reat~.oo,n~itioils of 
life that were far from 'being really peace­
fUI both in the military and general class 
SCf\se. For nine tenths of the population of 
the advanced countries, for hundreds of 
millions of ptoples in the eolonies and in 
the ~kward countries, this epoch was not 
one of·'peace' but of opp~ssion, torture, 
horrors that seeme4 all the more terrify:. 
ing since they appeared to be Without end. 
This epoch has gone forever. It has been 
followed by a new epoch, comparatively 
more impetuous, full of abrupt changes, 
catastrophes, conflicts, an epoch that no 

contradictions of the imperialist sys­
tem are going through changes, and 
that the contradictions between the op­
pressed nations and the imperialist 
powers,· ·and between the proletariat 
and the bowgeoisie in the imperialist 
countries, are 'intensifying. The ·RIM 
resolution emphasizes that the crisis 
of the imperialist· System· is deepen­
ing, and that the fall of the East bloc 
was a resounding expression ·of that, 
even though it has 1temponujly miti­
gated the contradietions among the 
imperialists. It paints• to the upsurges 
of struggles in the oppressed nations, 
particularly the People's War in Peril, 
as one of the main features of the world 
sittiation. ·0n ·the baSis of this analy­
sis, it calls upon all Maoist parties·and 
organizations and the mas'Ses to step 
up revolution.· 

If important events of the world are 
not analyzed with this dialectical ma­
terialist method, ·they will not be"un­
demoocl'oorrectly. For example, let us 
look at the mass rebellions in ·the East 

'bl0c countries: due to the overall lack 
of revolutionary ~nsciousness, anti-

longer appears to the . t.oiling m,sses as 
horror without end but is an end full of 
h()rror~." (~enin, · i~Introduction to 
Bukharin, 'Imperialism and World 
Economy.,', citt:d in America 'in Dec/in~, 
by Raymond 'Lotta witHrFrank Shannon, 
Banner Pre~; Chieago, p. 168) 

In the fast 40 year8iof1'imperialism, 
there has hardly been ·a situation in which, 
if the. subjective f~tQt had' been prepared, 
PQ~er could not have, .been sejzed in on~ 
or another oppressed nation. We believe 
that there has been a ~r~lative ~bb in the 
revolutionary ~d in thc.';w~r:l~ in' the l~te 
1970s and 1980s, but even this has been 
only rel~tive to the 1960s. And d·uring this 
same period, we witilessed1the1 revolution 
in Iran, which shook US imperialism even 
though it. was eventually aborted and did 
not succeed. A:Ad most important of all was 
the initia~on ~f the P~ple'~: War.in J;leru. 
We d9 thin~ ~~t ey~ dur\ng ti~es of ~I~-: 
tive ebb, the revplution C8J'.I and must ad­
vance, but it will 'advance u~e~enly -
while' in some partS ·of the world there is 
~n ebb,. in other parts the}~ is a r~~olu­
tionary high tide .. From this we can eo.n­
clude that in the· era' of imperialism, the 
ebbs are very ·relative, and at these times 
the revolutioniity advances in parts of the 
world can help to create a more favour­
able situation in the world as· a wholc;.-

Asumir alSQ presenfs us with a meta­
physical interpretation of Comrade Mao's 
quotation on "the next 50 to 100 years", 
and a related diagram. First, it ·is clear that 
Comrade Mao was talking aoout the time 
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communist slogans were chanted by 
sections of the masses - ~r the 
masses' rebellion was just! This situ­
ation arose partly because the masses 
were up against repressive revisionist 
states, which for a long time had 
wrapped themselves in filthy. false 
"communist" fla~, .and also because, 
if we look at the depth of the rebel­
lion, we will see that its content was 
anti-capitalist. It is alSo true that at 
the end of the day their rebellion was 
mis-used by• different factions of the 
niling classes for their own ends: But 
is it not true that whenever the work­
ers and oppressed masses are 'thout 
a vanguard, the fruits of .their rebel­
lion will be stolen and their move­
ments will be betrayed or drowned in 
blood and confusion? Has not the PCP 
fought against a "mountain heap of 
garbage" among the masses to rescue 
tliem from· revisionis~ religious, and 
other bourgeois ideologies? In addi­
tion, ·as a result of these rebellions, the 
tertain in the countries of the East bloc 
has become more favourable than at 
any time since the restoration of capi.;. 

' ' •. . I , ~ 

starting f~m the sMie periOd he himself 
was living in and. abOµt gener<lt features ~ 
o(,the .... era of imperialism; he was dialecti- o~ 
cal materialist enough not to try to(predict 
tile' next · 100 years, beyond th'e general ;! 
thrust· of developments. Asumir's arbitrary 'CJ 
inte.rpretation of this quotation just can- e 
not ·JC. taken seriously. Why Call 't Asumir ~ 
understand the world without try.ing . to ...,. 
force. thil\gs into 50-100 year cycles? We :it 
at. least ~o~ one thing:. a .qu~t&tion can- :Q 
not be a substitute .. for an informed dialec- ;:R 
tiG81 mateii81i$i ~alY&is of the world sifu-' ~ 
ation. Oµr ,approach· should be that which -6 

Chainrian Mao taught us in ''On Practice" 
and "On Contradiction". 

· We are also unable to fully uriderStand 
the basis for Asumir's ·explanations on the 
strategic. offensive of the world revolution 

··and the corresponding periodization. Since 
the.PCP. in the past bas held thc; 1 positign 
that th~~e i~. ~. ~trategic o~en~ve ,of the 
world proletanan revolution, we w~>Uld 
like to learn more about that thesis first. 
But in any event one thing is clear: the 
w~rld proletarian revolution has not yet 
gathered· enough material strength to be 
able.Ho go over to the offensive and seize 
world.wide political power. As far as 
Asumir's thesis on the gen~ral political ebb 
is concerned, w~ believe it does not cor­
respond to the wor!d situation at all. It is 
our finn view tilat the world proletarian 
~volutjon is advancin,g and that the world 
situation is increasingly favourable for 
initiating and developing people's wars 
and Seizing power. · 
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talism for spreading the influence of 
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism and 
building Maoist parties for maklng 
genuine socialist revolution. And..it is 
one of the important intemationali,st 
tasks of ~eMaoist parties and organi­
z.ations ·united in RIM to assist the 
CoRIM in attending to this task. 

As far as public opinion in other 
countries goes, we should remiri'<t 
.Asumir that the Los Angeles rebel­
lion was not an ''anti-communist" re­
bellion either in form or in content. 
It was a rebellion against the US, who 
is the father of the world anti-com­
munist crusade. In Iran, one year af­
ter the L.A. rd>ellion, a mass revolt 
unprecedented since 1980 rocked 
Mashad, one of the most· religious cit­
ies in the country. There the masses 
in the shantytowns burned thousands 
of copies of the Koran in the Islamic 
propag311da centre of the town, along 
with other state symbols such as gov­
ernment buildings. This was a rebel~ 
lion against a regime whose propa­
ganda machine, for 2 years since the 
fall of the East bloc, gargled the anti­
communist hysteria of BBC and CNN 
word for word (mo<lified only by the 

·.... opening phrase "in the name of 
~ god"). Or, more recently, the peas­
K! ants of Chiapas heralded a strong 
~ message that the downtrodden 
ag masses of Latin America are not go­
~ ing to go along with the Yankee 
0 agenda. After the arrest of Comrade 
a::- th - Gonzalo, e·most renowned commu-
~ nist in the world, a worldwide mass 
o movement in his defence was set into 
~ motion by RIM that caught the en­
~ emy by real surprise. These are very 

favourable grounds for revolution and 
communism! 

But is it not true that the dominant 
ideas are always the ruling ideas? 
Hasn't religion had a major influence 
among the masses who need revolu­
tion? What has been the solution of 
the com.lilunists? Certainly not aban­
doning ~e revolution or slowing it 
down wtth the hope of a better situa­
tion in this regard. It is by going 
against. the tide that the cause of the 
revo~ution, led by the party of the prO:. 
letariat, can advance. Asumir's line is 
devoid of such a spirit altogether. If it 
were not the case that the dominant 
ideas ~ire those or' the dominant 
classes, making revolution would be 
much easier. Organizing the oonscious 
rebellion of the masses under the lead­
ership of a revolutionary party .with a 

revolutioqary ideology and pro­
gramme is the main solution for this· 
problem. In Peru,.along with the Par­
ty's propaganda, mainly it is the Peo­
ple's War which cleans the minds of 
the oppressed masses ofthe ideas and 
habits alien to their class interests. 

Now, which classes does Asumir 
have in mind in Peru in regard to this 
"prob~m" of unfirvourable piblic opin­
ion? Most probably, certain strata of the 
intelligentsia who used to be ~'Marx­
ists" in the 1960s and 1970s and today 
have tmned away from Marxism. We 
are not suggesting that all of them have 
been or have become reactionaries. No. 
The fact that at times some national 
bourgeoisie and petite bourgeoisie 
claim to be "communist".or ·~Maoists" 
or even join the commwrist party arises 
from the bourgeois democratic nature 
of the revolution in the semi-feudal 
semi-colonial countries. 

We know that the PCP always ex­
posed Marxist imposters and today 
would not be disturbed by the ·fact 
these kind of people do not call them­
selves Marxists any more! But let us 
say, OK, probably the majority of the 
intelligentsia who used to be "Marx­
ist" and followers of the United Left 
or others don't even want to hear a 
word about Marxism. But how about 
the .peasants and workers of Peru? 
Aren't many more of them - com­
pared to the 1960s and 1970s - ea­
ger to hear about Marxism-Leninism­
Maoism? Yes, definitely. Go to the 
UniVersityofSanMarcos! It is not like 
the 1960s. But also go to Ayacucho! 
It is not like the 1960s either. It is 
much better than the 1960s in terms 
of public opinion towards commu­
nism. Asumir does not take this into 
account. It only sees certain classesl 

As long as the powerful socialist 
state of China existed, its prominence 
attracted many petit-bourgeois and 
even national bourgeois elements who 
called themsewes Maoist. Other strata 
of the same classes, along with sec­
tions of the comprador bourgeoisie, 
cloaked themselves in th~. garb of 
"Marxism'' because of the attraction 
of an imperialist superpower calling 
itself "socialist"; these forces wanted 
to rely on one imperialist power -
the USSR - to fight or draw conces­
sions froni' the dominant imperialist 
power, the US, and/or other Western 
powers. Now in the new conditio~, 
it is only natural that a sizeable 
number of these forces have become 

"ex-Marxi~" - so much the better. 
On the other hand, with the death of 
false communism,· a lot of people and 
masses have been freed from the dead 
weight of revisionism, and more ears 
have opened to real communism. In 
conjunction with the death of false 
communism, today the influence of 
real communism - Marxism-Lenin­
ism-Maoism ~ is growing in all four 
corners of'the world as a result of the 
People's War in Peru and the advances 
of other parties and organizations of 
RIM as well as the work of RIM it­
self. In addition, as the bankruptcy of 
the "Western market ·economy" be­
comes obvious, even the type of "pub­
lic opinion" thatAsumir is most likely 
referring to will start to doubt the ad­
visability of following. th'-/ Western 
imperialists. 

The fall of the East bloc has cre­
ated some opportunities for the West­
ern imperialists, politically, economi­
cally and militarily. But it has also 
created opportunities for the camp of 
revolution 17 The red flag was not low­
ered bY the world's Maoists in the af­
termath of the fall of the East bloc; 
instead, they went on a counter-offen­
sive .. again5t the international bour­
g~isie :s anti-communist offensive. In 
Peru, the People's War raged ahead 
with resounding victories, and RIM 
became even stronger and more influ­
ential among the oppr.essed of the 
world. All this showed the bankruptcy 
of the imperialists and reactionaries 
Qf the world. They soon focused their 
attacks on the Maoists and especially 
on the People's War in Peru and RIM. 
They intend to crack this "hard nut" 
in order to later clamp down on rebel­
lions of the masses around the world 
with a freer hand. This is because they 
know what they are doing to the 
masses of the world, and that this in­
evitably will give rise to ~t ~esist­
ance against them. The wtnds m the 
towers .portend the storms ahead, and 
the imperialists and reactionaries are 
preparing for them in this way. 

i j 

17 Thes.c opportunities are analyzed in 
AWTW 15, and we will not enter into them 
here. But our Movement should seriously 
take up analysing the fall of the East bloc 
from different aspects - economic, po­
litical, geo-str~tegic, historical, etc., and 
draw relevant Cbnclusions for our revolu­
tionary work . .(\)ready too many revision­
ists are using this dramatic event to sow 
seeds of capitulation and demoralization. 



The fall· of the East bloc has prob­
ably caused some tactical disadvan­
tages for the revolutionaries in some 
parts of the.world, while creating tac­
tical advantages' in other parts .. If has 
given some temporary room to the 
Yankee rulers to wield their hegemony 
in the. i~perialist world in the service 
of their economic and political inter­
ests~ and specifically in tightening 
their grip on Latin America. Undoubt­
edly, f'1e5e changes must be analyzed 
carefully by·our Movement in the 
Americas, and especially by the PCP 
so as to help push ·the People's War 
fonvard. But the fall of the East bloc 
is strategically advantageous for the 
world proletarian revolution, both 
ideofogically- and . also in: terms of 
weakening tremendously one of -the 
bulwarks of imperia1ism. 

8. THE IMPERIAUSTS' ·,.RECOVER'(' 
IS PARTIAL AND SELECTIVE 

Asumir, ·quoting the third ·plenary 
session of the PCP CC, says that, 
"Slowly but surely :imperialism is dy­
ing". Then it a~ds. ubut at the same 
time there is· a transitory -recovery .... 
What are the material bases of-this 
situation? ... computers, electronic 
communication, these are great proc­
esses of development, genetics, ... the 
privati7.ation of the means of produc­
tion accumulated by ,the state... all 
these are the questions that determine 
the bases for this transitory economic 
recovery''. 

What is going on -in the world 
economy can hardly be characterized 
as "transitory recovery". -~ecause 
whatever recovery has occui'red is only 
partial and very selective - it does 
not cover the whole world or even big 
areas of it. One example is the conti· 
nerit of Africa, whic~ after decades 
ofbeing raped by imperialist e.conomic 
activities, is now being left to rot. And 
any partial and selective recoveiy ihat 
does exist is due far more to the sav­
age exploitation of cheap labour ,, 

Although the very workings of the impe­
rialist system worldwide throw people into 
the field of revolution and cut against these 
trends, an MLM analysis is needed to both 
clear the field of confusion and to set. out 
a concrete appraisal of the world situation 
in order to carry out our battles success.. 
fully.' 

18 We will not enter into this here but rec-

around the world, e5peeially in Asia 
and Latin America, than to comput­
ers and developments in geneticsf 

Moreover, these recoveries are not 
in contradiction wi•k the fact that the 
world imperialist 'i momy overall is 
gripped in a deep ., . ..ng crisis. To say 
that imperialisr 1. is undergoing· a 
"transitory recovtry" is to make an 
unfounded compliment to a-world 
economy that has been in the throe$ 
of a generalized crisis since the mid-
1970s, with no prospects of recovery. 18 

Eveir if there were such a transi­
tory recovery, so what? Asumir tends 
to draw a one-to-one relation between 
economic boom and ebb in revolution 
- as if an economic boom prevents 
one from maIOng r:evolution. This is 
wrong theoretically, and it goes 
against history. US imperialism was 
being rocked by Vietnam and national 
liberation movements as well as mass 
revolutionary movements in the· US 
itself in the 1960s, .when the US-led 
bloc was witnessing most vigourous 
expansion. And this was the high 
point of the US imperialists' economic 
strength inside the US and globally; 
it faced its most severe trial of strength 
in Vietnam, and this defeat marked a 
major turning point in the develop­
ment of the imperialist crisis. 

·Basing itself on this economic ver-
" diet of"transitional recovery", the dra­
matic shifts in the world situation, 
some historical analogies to the cycles 
of revolution, as well as a theory that 
"history measures its steps in dec­
ades", Asumir predicts that the proc­
ess of sinking Yankee imperialism will 
take a long historical period. And from 
the~, Asumir proposes that the fonns 
of struggles should correspond to this 
new situation: since the enemy's de­
mise cannot be expected any time 
soon, why shouJd we waste our time! 
Indeed, if an Asumir type of line be­
comes dominant in the revolutioruuy 
movements, the ·sinking of Yankee 
imperialism won't ever happen. 

ommend a careful study ofAmerica in 
Decline, by Raymond Lotta with Frank 
Sliannon. for an · MLM understanding of 
the workings of imperialism and the na­
ture of the present crisis. We believe .this 
work is ail extremely important contribu­
tion to the MLM movement and is indis.. 
pensable for a cdtrcct grasp of the w9rk­
ings of imperialism and in developing a 
correct, analysis of. the world situation. 
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C •. ADVANCE$ IN ONE .COUNTRY 
. AND ADVANCES OF. THE ·WORLD 

·· PRoLETARIAN;REVOLUTION . ·1/ 

Asuinir implies that .the· :so<alled 
· general political ebb is anottier rea­
son that~fu ·People's War in Peru 
should .be termiriat~ and we·:think it 
even implies 1}tat ·the whole revoh~~ 
tionary moVement in the world should 
launch a general·political withdrawal. 

Even if the world situation was as 
bleak as Asumir assumest the only 
conclusion that can be·· drawn is ·that 
the People's Wat-:will become even 
more protracted. That was Comrade 
Mao's response to Edgar Snow when 
he .was asked how long it would take 
to defeat and oust the Japanese ilppe­
rialists. Mao said that it would depend 
on several factors, and if they did not 
materialiu the war woUld take longer. 
At that time there were ·people whQ 
.maintained that if China continued the 
war of resistance, it would definitely 
be defeated and subjugated by Japan, 
because China could not ·hold out any 
longer. To ~s Mao replied that ,if such 
a line dominates, then the goal of the 
anti-Japanese war . will never""'be ac-
complished. , · )ii. 

Asumirts line on the relation be- ;: 
tween revolutionary advances in one O 
country and advances of the world pro- 6;:c, 
letarian revolution and the world con-
text overall is wrong. Grasping this O 
point is a question of ideological-po- ~ 
Iitical line. One. of the strong points ;e 
of the PCP has always been its view .,. 
of the revolution in Peru as a base for ~ 
the world proletarian revolution. The ~ 
initiation of the People's War in Peru ~ 
in the aftermath of the restoration of 
capitalism in China has ~n an ex­
tremely impo~t :contrioution to the 
ICM tq\Vards keeping the red flag of 
genuine Marxism (MLM) flying high 
and giving heart to our forces around 
the world. 

Comrade Mao made important 
summations on the relationship 1be~ 
tween seizing power in China and the 
world context:· u ... we can attain our 
goal of strategic protractedness, whjch 
means gaining time to increase our 
capacity to resist while hastening or 
awaiting changes in the international 
situation and the internal collapse of 
the enemy, in order to be able to launch 
a strategic·~ter-offensive and drive 
the Japan~ •nvadets o-ut of China." 
(''Problems Qf Strategy in the. Guer­
rilla War against Japan", chap. IV, SW, 
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v 2, p. 1 85) Mao also dealt with the 
problem of the lack of international 
support for China, but emphasized ·· 
that China could prolong the war ·and 
in this way help to hasten a'Tavour-
able situation. 19 . 

· To say· that revolution does not ex­
ist as a political trend is closin:g one's 
eyes to the obvious expressions of it.· 
around the world. What about 
Chiapas, right in US imperialism's 
Latin American showcase? How about 
Los Angeles, Haiti, Turkey, Iran, 
Bangladesh; India, and other places, 
where the reactionary regimes are con­
stantly being rocked by mass struggles 
and rebellions? Most important of all, 
there· is the People's War in Pe~ 
which has won such broad support 
from the oppressed around the world. 
Comrade Mao pointed out that in the 
face of defeat or encirclement, some 
people in the Red Army "often unwit­
tingly generalize and exaggerate their 
momentary, specific and limited situ­
ation, as though the situation in China 
and the world as a whole gave no cause 
for optimism, and the prospects of vic­
tory for the-. revolution were remote. 
The reason they seize on the appear-

~· ance and brush aside the essence in 
~ their observation of things is that they 
o-. have not made a scientific analysis of 
~ the essence of the overall situation. 
~ The question whether there will soon 
== :t be a revolutionary high tide in China 
o can be decided only by making a de­
.._ tailed examination to ascertain 
~ whether the contradictions leading to 
0 a revolutionary high tide are really 
~ developing." ("A Single Spark Can 
'< Start A Prairie Fire", SW, v I, p. 120) 

Asumir's. analysis, demonstrates a 
wrong understanding of the epoch of 
imperialism and its workings-capi­
talist expansion8 and crises, the inter­
action of politics and economics, the 
relationship between revolution in one 
country and world revolution. Asumir 
tries to explain all these in the con­
t~xt of big cyclical waves, which is in 

19 In this seetion, Asumir also ponders on 
some changes in the "'state" ~stem as part 
of changes going on· in the world. "If we 
look at the question of the state in par­
ticular, we see a tendency to decrease i~ 
~ial functfons. Who will assume its fun~ 
tions ... ·insuranee ... health and edutation .... 
All these pose the question of various· si~­
ations . that form the context of the proc­
esses· of the reactionary state of the dicta­
torship of the big bourgeoisie .... " 

contradiction with the spiral motion. 
of things in nature and society. 

Asumir's problenfis that it violates 
dialectical and histOiical materialism; 
it magnifies partial and rj!lative truth 
into universal and absolute truth. Its 
thinking does not correspond to the 
objective, actual situation as a whole. 
It takes the superficial not as a door to 
discovering the truth, but as the truth 
itself. It sees the part as the whole. 

GROWTH RATE JUMPS 
A CoUPLE OF POINTS AND THE 

BUREAUCRATIC ROAD 
BECOMES VIABLE! 

Looking into this, Ch.~irman 
Gonzalo had stated: "Today they are 
laying the basis .for carrying out neo­
liberal policies and are babbling about 
how to advance a new 'revolution'. 
However, as we saw in the previous 
, phase of bureaucratic capitalism, .the 
· stage of laying a basis in the third 
phase also will inevitably give rise to 
another crisis .... " (in "Elections, No; · 
People's War, Yes!") 

One of Asumir's reasons for the so 
callea newly-found stability ofbureau-: 
crat capitalism is its economic recov­
ery. Asumir says: "Economically, 
clearly they are establishing a basis .... 
Since 1988 there have been five years 
of recession. In 1993 the GDP grew 
by 6% after S years of growing reces­
sion .... We must strive to see the steps 
being taken, the increments obtained, 
as objective facts." 

Yes, but we must strive to see all of 
the objective facts and not part of them 
- and a trivial part at that. We must 
strive to see~ what these economic 
measures have meant for the majority 
of the masses in Peru, and how they 
have influenced the basic relations 
between bureaucrat capitalism and the 
masses, the class antagonisms. As 
Chairman Mao pointed out, the 
Kuomintang controlled large and me­
dium-sized cities and enjoyed the sup-

Against this we must stress that in re­
gard to the question of the state, the main 
thing that should occupy the centre of our 
attention is Lenin's teachings on the state. 
The main social function of the state is to 
keep doWn the masses through reaction­
ary violence, through its anned forces, po­
lice; courts, etc. The state in the countries 
dominated by imperialism is groomed fo 
guard by any means necessary the inter­
ests of the imperialists, big bourgeoisie 

port of the imperialists, but it was di­
vorced from the masses. 

A. fWISHOCK AND. THE SO-CALLED 
VIABILITY OF BUREAUCRAT CAPITALISM 

Let us take a brief look at the cur­
rent economic wonders of imperial­
ism in Peru. The regime of Fujimori 
under the direct auspices of the U.S. 
imperialists has launched a new eco­
nomic program. The imperialists call 
it a "free market economy" and "pri­
vatization". In short and clear tenns, 
it is about squeezing even more profit 
out of the Peruvian masses and plun­
dering the countty dry. Fujimori 's eco­
nomic plan offers up the Peruvian 
masses as low-cost wage slav~s to tlie 
multinational capitalists, ancfhas put 
the land and resources of Peru on the 
auction block. 20 

What the Peruvian economy is un­
dergoing is part of the global counter­
crisis measures being taken by the im­
perialists, in which Latin America 
plays an important role for the US in 
particular. In recent years, most of new 
U.S. investments in the so-called 
Third World have been in Latin 
America, while other Western impe­
rialist powers have also increased their 
investments there. 

It can be said that today there is 
some kind of economic growth going 
on in Latin America. The debt crisis, 
for example, has been temporarily 
mitigated (but a $500 billion debt re­
mains, which can become a big source 
of instability in the absence of strong 
economic growth), and foreign invest­
ments have increased considerably. 
But this growth has been very uneven 
and unstable. It has led to extreme 
polarization in different countries, and 
this is only the beginning. 

As a result of free market capital-
. ism and privatization, the· number of 
the "very poor" in Latin America has 
doubled·. In Peru before Fujimori 's re­
gime came to power in 1990, the real 

and landlords against the masses. Further, 
the state and the private monopolies are 
interwoven; it is the reformists who di­
vorce them from each other. 

20 Here we have. used an important article 
in the Revolutii>~ary Worker (the voice of 
the RCP,USA), ·110. 751, called, "The Buy­
ing and Selling of Peru", as well as a re­
search paper do~e by the RCP,USA. 



value· of the· workers' wages· had 
.. dropped 50% relative. to. 1980. 
Fujimori slashed wages even further. 
Subsidies for food and fuel were elimi­
nated, and prices for basic necessities 
of life increased. By early 1991, the 
real. value of wages h3d deCi'eased to 
one third of what-they were when 
Fujimori took over. 120,0QOworkers 
in the state companies and ministries 
were fifed. More peasants were driven 
into the cities under the pressure of 
intolerable poverty. Fujimori 's eco­
nomic program· relies on tighter. tax 
collection, which hurts the middle 
classes too. By carrying out the new 
economic measures, the number of the 1 

"very prior" almost doubled, from 7 
to 13 million. This "economic devel­
opment" dries not look a bit "viable'' 
to the majority of the masses in Peru. 
However, it definitely has fattened a 
minority of parasitic Peruvian bureau­
crat capitalists, landlords and officials 
arid other imperialist lackeys. 

Does it serve the development of a 
coherent national economy? Not a bit. 
On the contrary, it makes the Peruvian 
economy even· more dependent on the. 
imperialists and their needs ·and wits. 
And it makes iteven more lopsided and 
crisis-ridden. This new programme of 
economic development intends to 
eliminate inflation, to make the 
economy efficient and competitive:· It 
is squeezing the economy-to be able to 
repay its debts($45 million per mon~) 
to -the foreign, mainly US, banks. The 
most important element of this ''recov­
ecy'' is an influx of foreign capital to 
Peru. What is the character of these ne\V 
inve5tments? The foreign capital that. i 
has flowed in has been mainly· ori a 
short-tenn basis and in response to high 
domestic interest rates and new pali­
cies alfowing the full repatriation of 
capital. This influx is based on the abil­
ity to:shift money quickly. In terms of 
creating. jobs, the results are pitiful. 
Many of the new investments in· Peru 
are in the raw materials extractions sec:. 
tor, which is highly profitable fot· the 
multinatioAals, but imp3rts little eco­
nomic stability to Peru. A large part of 
these new investm~ts ·is speculative. 
The old enterprises are. sold much be• 1 

low their. v3lue to enable 'Peru· to pay 
back its debt. The only thing privati·· 
i.ation really changes, except for chang­
ing hands; is that the masses become. 
the target of ever mote intense attacks. 
For one thing; these enterprises are sold 
on the condition that ~ive lay4>ffs 

and wage cuts ·will follow. Moreover, 
privatization is a one time only 
~:iuml>start" to the economy and is un­
able to provide the ec<>nomy with on:.: 
going revenues. In short,. it can be seen 
that Fujimori 's programme falls far 
short of bringing dynamic and sus­
tained economic growth 10 Petu. 
· · But ,Jet us suppose that the economy 

is going through more sustained 
growth, as in China, Thailand or In­
donesia.' E>oes this mean that it is.rno 
longer possibte to make revolution? 
The revolutionmy upsurge· in Iran oc..: 
curred at ·a· time when, although the 
Shah's regiine was gripped with cri­
sis, it was still one of US imperialism's 
showcases. Several months before the 
revolution; the Yankee president )immy 
Carter· called the Shah's Iran "an is­
land of.stability and calm" in the Mid­
dl€fEa:st! The point is not that bureau­
crat capitalism cannot experience any 
growth or partial recovery. It is wrong 
to think that bureaucrat capitalism will 
advance for a long period in a straight 
line and then dive straight downwards 
to its grave. Even a deep and· long cri­
sis does not proceed in a ·straight·line. 
The imperialists will always strive to 
keep bureaucrat capitalism going, es­
pecially in areas of strategic imp0rtance 
for them, because the economies of 
these COUntries are part and parcel of, 
the world economy of imperialism. 
Crisis-ridden third world economies 
are sources·of crisis for theworld im­
. perialist economy at the same time that 
they are and have been vital for ~e 
overall ptofitability:of the imperialist 
economies .. Imperialism is doi~ what 
it has to clO to survive. Whether to look 
at these efforts and analyze them with 
the perspective of abaitdoiliilg revolu­
tion or of stepping up struggle to de• · 
stroy this ·man-eating system is of 
course ·a matter of class outlook and 
interests. x. · 

The economic growth in Peru· ·is 
vefy uneven: and unstable, and despite. 
all the fahfare, the GDP haS ·not :even 
reached'itS 1987 level. The few pbints 
of GDP.upon whichAsumirbuildS its 
argument of· "viability" to 'stippbrt its 
strategy have bee~ OO,tained' althe ex; 
pense of further impoverishing·· the~ · 
masses. 

ii. THE -SO-CALLED 'STABIUTY OF ''IHE 
IEAenoNAiY .st~~ IN 'PERU 

In addition to economic grdWth~ 
Asumir also mentions other aspects as 
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proof of the stabiliz.ation of the reac­
tionary state in Peru: " ... they .have 
elected .their constitutional ci>uncils, 
worked out the constitution, they won 
the referendum,~ the way is .being 
opened for: reelection. This·means es­
tablishing the basis for the restructur­
ing of the state." 

The point on·the referendrim is re­
ally laughable; enly Fujimori himself 
and his cohorts saw it as a victory. In 
any event, why would partially reor­
ganizing the governing of ·the state 
constitute ·a ba5is for short- or long-· 

. term stability for a reactionary regime? 
In fact, the self-coup ofFujimori is a 
cause for concern among some itllpe:.. 
rialist circles, because it showed the 
regime has a narrow base of support 
even ·among the reactionary classes 
themselves. Several attempted ~ups 
against Fujimori revealed that not all 
of the army is fully under his ·control. 
The Atined Forces themselv~ are rid­
dled ·with contradictions. Once in a 
while big generals come -out and ac­
cuse each other and the regime of drug 
trafficking, massacres like Cantuta, 
human..:tights scandals, and so on. 
They do not even fully agree· on ·how 
to conduct their war against the PCP. ).. 

Most reforms they have imple- ~ 
merited have intensified the contradic- O 
tions among the ·reactionaries them- ;! 
selv~. The economic measures are un- w;:, 
dennining the interests; of some fac- 0 
tions of the ruling classes ~µfavour of ~ 
others and are provoking ·more inter- ;e 
naI disputes aniong them. ... 

These confliCtidn Peru's ruling cir- :g 
cles do not mean that they have not ~· 
made their state more efficient in ~ 
terms offightillg the People's War and­
clamping. down oli the· popuiation. 
They have been doing both~ aiid this 
must be analyzed and dealt with by' 
the PGP ~n leading the PW to victory. 

But ·one thing has not changed: this 
regime is divorced from the masses, 
is hated by them :and ·remains a. paper 
tiger strategically. As the principles of 
People~s War tell us, this strategic 
weakness of the·· old state must be 
brought into play, in order to deal with " 
its tactical· strengtlis. In the process of 
carrying out a people ~s war, there will 
always be: two kindS' of deviations: one, 
which files. the tactical strengths of 
the enemy as its strategic strength, and 
a second, . which tindetestimates· 1he 
tactical abilities of'the enem)'. Asumir · 
oomtfiits the first error. 

Akimir'.ttiakes the claim that "there 
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is no powerful liberation rnovernenf' ! 
Some of Asumir's comments strike 
one as though these notes are not corn­
ing from Peru. What is People's War. 
then if it is not a powerful libetation 
movement? Not ·to see this is really 
disturbing. With this kind of state­
ment, Asumir's list of achievements 
of the People's War resembles some 
kind· of eulogy that belongs in an 
obituary columµ. 

Anotherfactor thatAsumirpresents 
to prove the ·~ability" of bureaucrat 
capitalism is the "success" of the coun­
ter-revolutionary war. On this ques­
tion we have spoken before, and we 
won't repeat .ourselves. But we would 
like to point out just one thing: Marx 
said ooncentrat~ revolution gives rise 
to concentrated. counter-revolution. 
This means that the old state will fight 
to its last breath to raise its capabili­
ties to deal with a revolutionary war 
that aims to bring about its downfall. 
The old state also goes through trans­
formation in the process of the war. 

None of the points noted by Asumir 
can make bureaucrat capitalism vi­
able. It can, of course, temporarily 
become more efficient in some areas 

semi-feudalism .from the struggle 
against imperiaiisrn. It paints impe­
rialism as something. separate· from 
the internal relations of production 
and something "external''. On this 
basis, it separates national 1iberation. 
from the New Democratic Revolu­
tion, while both national liberation 
and social liberation can only be 
achieved inseparably and as part of 
the process of the NDR. 

·Whatever changes that the old 
state has gone through, its ties ·with 
imperialism have been strengthened. 
And as of now, Yankee imperialism 
carries out its interests through this 
old state. The anti-imperialist strug­
gle mainly means to overthrow this 
state. Today class collaboration with 
this state is indeed national betrayal. 
As comrade Mao stressed, class col­
laboration is a reserve for national 
betrayal. 

CONCLUSION: 
Two-LINE STRUGGLE 

.,_ ofitsfunctioning. However, ifthePeo­
~ pie's War in Peru were to follow the t road that Asumir is proposing, then 
..-. bureaucrat capitalism would get a very 
~ important chance to achieve some 
~ long-term $lbility. 

"When the line is in question, when 
the overall situation is at stake .... 
When a- wrong tendency surges to.­
wards us like a rising tide, the only 
way to be able to stick to the positions 
of the proletariat-and resolutely strug­
gle against this erroneous trend is with 
proletarian revolutionary audacity and 
a mind free of fear." (A Basic Under­
standing of the CPC, pp. 54-55) e 

.~ 
~ 
~ 

CLASS CoLLABORATION Is A 
RESERVE FOR NATIONAL 

BETRAYAL 

1\vo and a half years after the start 
of the GPCR, Mao made the comment: 
we have been singing the Internatipnal 
together for fifty years, and still there 

One of the theoretical arguments are people in the Party who have tried 
of the pro-ASllmir types (appearing ten times to destroy it, and in my opin­
in papers written by pro-negotiation ion they might resqrt to this ten, 
forces abroad) is that the nation needs twenty or thirty times more. 
peace, because the principal contra- · . Important ideological and political 
diction has shifted from the contra- struggles have occurred within the PCP, 
diction between the people and feu- especially over the question of the pro­
dalism to that between the nation and letariat 's central task of seizing power 
imperialiSm. In the oppressed coun- through violence and over the concept 
tries, right opportunist lines have of- that "power grows out of the barrel of 
ten used the argument of the Hprinci- the gun"; both of these points have been 
~l contradiction between the nation hammered home in the PCP through 
and imperialism" as a pretext for nyearsofwaritself Butnowthernost 
class collaboration with. the local important two-line struggle since the 
comprcidor-feudal classes or for tail- initiation of People's War is over these 
ing the national bourgeoisie. The very same questions. As long as cl•s 
problem is that this kind· of line does struggle exists, two-line struggle will 
not see that the old state is the repre- erupt. As Chairman Mao said, "the 
sentative of imperialism and that im- wind will blow, the petals will fall, no 
peri~lism controls the coµntry matter what" 
through it. A feature of this line is There is always internal struggle in 
that it separates the struggle against the party, 8J!d this is the source of its 

liveliness.and advance; but not always 
is this internal struggle articu\atedinto 
two major opposing lines with distinct 
protagonists. Periodically, it breaks out 
as ·major two-line struggles, the out­
c.orne of which .will decide the 
upcoming course of the party and the 
revolution. This is inevitable; because 
problems pile up as a result of ad­
vances of the revolution, and they need 
sorting out. Both the fact that there is 
no Chinese wall between the prole­
tariat and other. classes, and that the 
world is ever-chan~ng matter which 
requires the subjective factor to catch 
up wi~ it continually expose the pro­
letarian party to wrong ·influences, 
which, if not rectified, would· cause a 
proletarian party to degenerate. And. 
there will always be people wlt

1
0 will 

want to stop in the middle of the road 
and preach going backwards. 

If the matter is not grasped in this 
WM', there will be confusion in the face 
of outbursts of rightism. The8e condi­
tions are serious, because if the wrong 
lines win the colour of the party can 
change, but at the same time within 
these conditions are the seeds of fur­
ther revolutionary leaps in the party. 

The impact of waging a thorough­
going two:line struggle is far-reach­
ing; it goes even beyond overthrow­
ing a wrong line and knocking down 
a group of revisionists. In this proc­
ess, even more transformation of the 
revolutionary characterand the capa­
bilities of the party in leading the revo­
lution can occur; the whole body and 
base of the party go through tremen­
dous revolutionary changes in their 
ideology and political understanding 
and abilities to carry out the revolu­
tion. These changes are part and par­
cel of the class becoming prepared for 
seizing power. 

Different class interests - petit 
bourgeois and even national bourgeois 
-- that engaged in supporting the Peo­
ple's War, ~e reflected in this strug­
gle. Moreover, in the history of the 
communist parties, the major strug­
gles between the correct line and vari­
ous erroneous liqes have been in es­
sence the acting out within the party 
of the class struggle in society. 

The line expressed in Asumir and 
the prison article has its roots in par­
ticular social and historical conditions. 
This line is not alt accidental nor iso­
lated phenomencm, and uprooting it 
requires delving ij,lto these conditions. 

What are some of the specific ma-



terial conditions giving· rise to this 
kind of line? Peru is a semi-feudal 
countly dominated by imperialism. In 
order to make a socialist tevolution, 
the proletariat first must lead a New 
Democratic Revolution. The targets of 
this revolution are the three molllltains 
of imperialism, .semi-feudalism and 
bureaucrat capitalism. This revolution 
is in the interests of the popular 
classes. It is carried out under the lead­
ership of the proletariat and its party 
with the peasantry (especially the poor 
and landless peasantry) as the main 
force, but also with other strata of the 
people - the petite bourgeoisie and 
sometimes· the national bourgeoisie. 
Because of these conditions, 
unremoulded bourgeois-democrats 
and petit-bourgeois elements can find 
their way 'into the party. In addition, 
the outlook of the broad strata of the 
petite bourgeoisie influences proletar-

.. ian revolutionaries and the party's 
line. All this becomes a source for the 
emergence of particular wrong tenden­
cies and lines within a party that is 
operating under these conditions. 

But under what kind of specific 
conditions do these tendencies and 
lines find full expression? One exam­
ple is the occurrence of dramatic 
events and changes in the national and 
international situations; important 
turns in the process of revolution and 
the life of the party are the conditions 
which would nourish the emergence 
of these kind of deviations. In these 
type of situations, the vanguard party 
comes to face new questions and chal­
lenges. Correct and incorrect lines can 
develop in the party in response to 
these. questions and challenges. The 
September 1992 blow by the enemy 
against the PCP was a dramatic event. 
This ha~ ineVitably raised important 
questions, such as how the new situa­
tion should be assessed and dealt with. 
What is the correct line for develop­
ing the revolution under these new 
conditions? These are very important 
questions to which different lines pro­
vide di:.fferem answers. Undoubtedly, 
the answer provided by the line under 
discussion is not a proletarian one. 

All of the arguments in these two 
documents flow from a certain class 
prism that does not belong to the pro­
letariat (or at best they tail the desires 
of other cl~s). By this, we are think­
ing of their views glorifying the past 
of the People's War and burying its 
future, saying that bureaucrat capital-
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by Chairman Mao t9 party life: one 
divides into two. This. two-line strug­
gle carries with ·it the possibility of 

. fWther r~olutio~ l~p~ in~~ line 
and practice as a whole for duinging 
the world. 

LAST WORD 

ism is becoming viable, that the coun­
ter-revolutionary war has. succeeded, 
that people want peace, that public 
opinion is not inclined towards com-: 
munism as during the l 960s,.and that 
the world situation is bleak in terms 
of revolutionary possibilities. ·Its 
method of thinking is ... subjectiyism, 
one-sidedness in. YieWing problems, 
and taking a ;single aspect for all as- The present document is· a contri­
pects, and it fails to rely on achieve- bution to this struggle. This struggle 
ments to solve problems arising in the will help our organiz.ation understand 
new conditions, such as the leadership the contributions of the PCP and the 
question. lts.politicalrid~logical ten~ . P.W :under.its leadership deeper than 
dency is to overestimate the. accom- before. This in turn will serve to de­
plishmeilts of the enemy and. to un- velop our struggle to inffiate People',s 
derestimate the .. potential of the peo- War in Iran as soon as possible. 
pie and to stop in the middle of the Some national bourgeois outlooks 
road under the pressure of difficulties. from amongst the forces who had and 

In the final analysis, Asumir is a have interests in supporting the PW 
class phenomenon which has raised in Peru might consider this "interfer­
its head in a concrete set of conditions ence". Our response is that the inter­
and must be dealt with as such. 21 national proletariat has the deepest 

Major two-line struggles are very interest of all in the victory of the PCP 
important in the life of the commu- and the. war it is leading, and in the 
nist parties; at the same time, they are complete destr_uction ?f .the old state 
complex because they usually involve of Peru. That 1s why -it 1s capable of 
big forces and big issues. In internal seeing the problems of revolution in 
struggles, it is important to go against Peru far better than such nati~~l 
a wrong tide. However, it is also nee- bourgeois and petit-bourgeois cnucs. 
essary to oppose the wrong line with This is true for all countries, and we ~ 
a correct line. Also it is important to have experienced it in our case so ~ 
pay attention to uniting the largest clearly. Therefore~)t is our interna- O 
number of people possible. It is nee- tionalist duty to engage in this strug- S 
essary to differentiate between outright gle, as part of RIM. However, in keep­
revisionism and seriously wrong poli- big with the MLM theory of knowl.;. O 
cies. (For example, we knc;>w that in edge, we have limitations on how ~ 
the history of the ICM there have been much further we can go here. 5e 
sad occasions in which the commu- Different revolutio~ under the lead­
nists have made disturbing mistakes. ership of the proletariat are insepara­
But all in all, to go against the wrong ble parts of a single whole of the world 
tide and uphold the correct line is the prQletarian reyp,lution. We are chained 

· principal aspect.) together. At times one, as the most ad-
The fact that such an important line vanced detachment, should take the 

struggle has arisen from a comer of burden of pulling forward the rest; at 
the world in which the most advanced. other times, others should rush ·to the 
struggle of the proletariat today is be- aid of one .. In short, either we will all 
ing carried out is at first shocking, but go to communism or nobody goes. · 
upon retleciion it can be seen that it is Long Live the Communist Party of 
further testimony to dialectical mate- p ' · h CP c al 
rialism and to its correct applicati'on eru. Long Live t e p entr 

Committee! · · 

Long Live the People's War! 
21 To draw conclusion~ _about Wl!>ng views 
an~ the class nature of the line reflected Move Heaven and Earth to Defend 
in these two documents does not mean that the l~ife of Chairman Gonzalo! 
we are drawing oonclusicms al)9ut the class 
nature of the people who·are putting for- Long Live Marxism-Leninism-
ward the line in·theA~mir and prison ar- Maoism! 
ticles. To do so will require more knowl- Lo L" 
edge about them, including their persist- ng ave Proletarian 
ence in practising·this line. What we have Internationalism! 
done so far is to· take them at their word . . Long Live the Revolutionary 
and a~alyze the nature of their line. . Internationalist Movement! 

Io'•• 
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·our Reel Flag ... • 
Continued from page 43 
stai;id· that if they can't feed ·them­
selves, their new revolutioliafy politi­
cal power'can't survive.Jll)det Aimy 
blockade, nor can they escape from the 
clutches of the drug barons and be able 
to contribute to the country's libera­
tion. When the army comes into a vil­
Ia:ge in the Huallaga, any peasant 
caught growing much· yucca or com 
or raising chickens can be considered 
a "terrorist" to be robbed, raped or 
murdered. The peasants support and 
join the revolution because they see 
no other way out of the exploitation 
and degradation they are subjected to 
no matter what they grow. 

Especially at this· point, when the 
government seems stronger than it did 
a few years ago, practically all the 
major drug traffickers are linked to the 
regime. The regime is, in tum, more 
dependent than ever on the $1 to $2 
billion a year brought in by the cbta 
trade through both "legal channels'~ 
(government-sponsored money Jaun:.. 
dering) and the bribes that provide the 
"glue" holding the ·regime together. 
The drug traffic is one ofthe regime's 

..... most important sources of whatever 
~ "stability" it retains, and therefore t neither the government nor the U.S. 
..... has made any move against it. How­
aJ: ever, it is also a continuing source of 
~ instability, as gangster-style infight­e ing for the loot involves the very high-

est circles of the Armed Forces and 
~ government The stinking atmosphere 
o of cynicism and corruption that per­
~ vades all the regime's institutions 

\ ~ arises from the reactionary nature of 
the war it is fighting, but it thrives _on 
the drug trade. All this more than oc­
casionally interferes with what for th~ 
U.S. is the all-important task of try­
ing to smash the People's War. 

THE CntES: THE PEOPLE AND 
THE OP.POSRION 

·Even though the capital remains 
the reactionary regime's stronghold, 

·the People'sj War.haS continued t.Q,re­
sound _in the streets ther~. ln the Pe­
riod ·when the "p~ce talks" letters 
were being released by Fujimori; on 
the eve of his 1993 plebiscite, the 
PCP's boycott campaign includeq 
bombing a main business hotel and the 
airport, simultaneously with attacks 
on government targets in many areas 
of the countryside. In-conneetion with 

the PCP's campaign to celebrate the pressive. Never. in the recent history 
centennial of Mao Tsetung's birth, the of Peru had a president been _elected 
Lima Prefecture that s~rved as by such a small percentage of the 
DINCOTE headquarters ·Was devas- population. In reporting the absten­
tatoo in,adaiing as~ultinDecember tions, spoiled ballots, etc., the maga-
1993. An armed shutdown in May zine Caretas·nervously concluded that 
1994 involved thousands of they were so high that it was "incon­
shantytown dwellers and others in the ceivable" that so many people·. were 
city's poor periphery and was com- following the PCP's call for a bOycott. 
bined with guerrilla actions. To eel~ While not all non-voters are necessar­
ebrate the· PCP's birthday, Lima and ily PCP supporters, these results give 
many other cities were blacked out a ·peek at just who is isolated from a 
entirely in October 1994, a disruption large section of the masses and ulti­
that became ·a major embarrassment mately dependent on terror - in this 
to government claims of having case; the military power :Of the U.S. 
achieved the country's "pacification". and the Peruvian Armed Forces; 
Mass roundups in the· shantytowns at There were no important differ­
the end of 1994 showed the extent to ences in the programmes presented by 
which the regime ·still eonsiders the the various candidates. (Candidates 
problem not to be one of"isolated ter- included Fujimori 's wif~;who tried to 
rorists", as it claims, but of a whole run against him. In typical bourgeois­
section of the people who are still "the feudal style, Fujimori responded by 
enemy". Bombs continued to shake the having her forcibly expelled from her 
capital in March and. again in May quarters and cut off from·her children.) 
1995 in conjunction with coordinated But the continuing extent of inter­
attacks throughout the country. necine warfare amongst the ruling 

For the "other hill'~, · as the PCP classes was revealed in a number of 
calls the regime, in ·an allusion to murders and other measures carried 
Mao's dictum to study both sides in out by the Armed Forces against 
revolutionary war, the situation has Fujimori's rivals. The regime first 
proved to be unstable. The reaction Ji.as exiled and then demanded the extra­
shown some strength, but also its limi- . . diti9~ ofFuji~ori 's predecessor, Alan 
tations, and that it .cannot resolve its Garcia, on charges of a degree of cor­
basic contradictions in any lasting ruption that is usually considered ac­
way. ceptable in Peruvian political life. The 

Bourgeois opposition to Fujimori head of Garcia's APRA party was shot 
was at first kept low-key, not only by and killed by police while campaign­
the tanks Fujimori sent to silence Con- ing, in what the authorities later called 
gress but even more by the undivided a case of mistaken identity. 
U.S. support ·his regime has enjoyed Some opposition figures write and 
eversince. Despitethis, there are signs talk as though Fujimori, and even 
of continuing and intensifying strains more his closest advisor, the narcot­
that now have little safety valve. ics l~wyer Vladimiro, Montesinos, 

Nothing illustrates the weaknesses were the S<>urce of the country's prob­
of the regime better than the April lems and were ,manipulating the 
1995 presidential elections, touted as ArmedForces. Theirexposuresofthis 
agreatvictorybyFujimoribackersand gangster tyrant and his criminal 
apologists, including the U.S. govern- "Rasputin" have sometimes added 
ment. On the eve of the elections, a welcome fuel to the flames. But still 
team of "observers" sent by the Oi- it is.important to distinguish betWeen 
ganization of American States (OAS) such views and those of the PCP, 
to bless the event professed "shock" which has labelled Fujimori "a pup­
at the discovery of many thousands of pet held 

1

up on the bayonets of the 
pro-Fujiinori votes placed in the bal- AnnedForces", with the U.S., the real 
lot boxes ahead of time. But the greater behind-the-scenes puppetmaster. 
scandal ~ the historically unpree-
edented abstentionism - 28% of ECUADOR AND THE GENERALS 
thdse registered to vote refused to do 
so, despite legal pe~ties and dangers, 
and 44% of all votes cast were blank 
or spoiled ballots. Fl'aud or no fraud, 
Fujimori 's claim to have won 64% of 
the remaining votes is not very im-.. . 

The war with Ecuador also re­
vealed mote than a little desperation 
on the' part of the regime. Fujimori 
first made ~ unscrupulous pact with 
the Ecuad.bran government for his 



oWll fumow political ends, irnpliCitly 
giving up th~ ~ilted terrirory".: Then; 
on the eve of the'eleetions<an<I amidSt 
a !seiious drug scandal iinvoIVitlg. Bari 
and~Montesinos,'. Ftijlinon~turn:ed 
arotlri~t:and-prmiok~ a Wal': With Ee~ 
uador fdt';'the same s0rt :of narrow 
motives: :The· PCP· opposed' this war, 
calling: for· the· ~pie of botli coun­
tries to' unite againSt their reactionary 
rulers arid the uts~( i~iifilistSbehind 
them.! The' brler war itself ended un­
su_ccessfuily_ fot Peiu antl1 resuited in 
mor'tPdi5Sension Witiiin 'the Armed 
Forces. :sev-eralmilitarY-tnell, includ­
ing ·a· tetfred generid,, were given 
prison terms for criticiZing Fujimori 's 
handling of the conflict · ~,~ · . 

· Other:'genetals ·who have been 
punished for b~eaICing ranks with 
Fuj'imori include )General Jaime 
Salin~: jailed (or' 1eading ~ anti­
Fujipiori '«:oilitterlOOup in ~ove~ber 
1992; who still 113$· supporters, inclUd­
ing in the Armed 'Forces~· ~~,the• ex­
iled··oeneral ~obles' 'who' exposed 
Fujiniori's\~haild ·(and Bali's :~rtfefs) 
behind.the_Anny's kidnapping an~ 
murder in July J 1992 ·of nine ~students 
and a profesSor;a~the teachers~ ·col­
lege kno\vn as'Lll Cantuta; a case that 
continues: to ~haunt; dtt!i regime today 
more than ever,-' ,,-.. ~ .I •,-, 

' ,,, .. : 
: . ' ~ LA CA:NTUTA ' J, ;' 

to h3ve blown lip in Fujimori 's· face, 
judging. by the outcry and .bitter ridi~ 
cule with which ii' was received, not 
only in some military· circles, where it. 
was rejected as a cynical· manoeuvre 
designed to cover up real differences; 
but eV'en from :same ''respeciablet' op­
~sition forces. who fear that the gov­
enirile~t risks~~omingtar too ex­
posed 'alf d · isolate-.ct. 
·· . ';[he <;:antuta case has· repeatedly 
Sjj3!ked dari11g ·protests from families 
of the victims and students and others 
who ·liavei ~efi~ 'tanks and police to 
take to the meets. At.the University 
of Sail Marcos, despite· Anny occupa­
tion there, and. atrother schools in the 
capital8nd inprovincial cities as well~ 
strikes and (lemoitstratioris by students 
and professors continue· to burst. out 
again?and again.· 

A HVIABIE* ECONOMY? : 
. ! 

1 Th~ economy is often considered 
to be' where the regime' has ~red its 
greatesf sUCcess, bdt here too whatever 
stability that ·has been gained. has been 
a; case of heating .the' house by burn._. 
ing·the floorboards. A favourable bal­
ance of payments and a more bhlanced 
bu<lget have been achieved by ·selling 
oft the country's natural resources and 
state-owried enterprises at bargain 
prices. The country iS so awash -with 
narcoclollars that the regime has been 

~ June 1995, in a sweeping am- able to undet\lalue Peni~s Currency and 
nesty,' Ftijimori freed the lo~-level thus ·rein in inflation (though it re­
military men conVicted ·ofkilling tliese mains in the double digit range). But 
sus~ted PCP'" supportets.· 'He -pat- the result has been a flood of imports 
donedia total of.52 other' Damed· i>O- and further bailkruptcy of'.domestic 
lice and military officials convicted-of production.· The ·nature of the foreign 
murder, rape, torture, kidnapping and capital inflows has been extremely 
other. crimes since the J>eople:s .. War . parasitic. They have-centred almost 
~gan, including the 1986 mas8acres · exclusively in telecommunications, 
of PCP supporters in the prisons. At construction and especially mining 
the same time, he gave amne$ty in and oil rights, while the country's in~ 
advance to all unnamed military and dustrial capacity continµes to· slitjnk 
police threatened with investigation in and its agriculture sinks further into 
other atrocities~ such as the Nqv~m- ruin. ·-
ber 1992 death-squad machine-gun The result is that. Peru is becom­
killing of 1_5 ~dolts and chil~n at a ing more dependent on· iniperiali.sm 
chicken baibecue in the courtyard of by the day. The bursting of ~e bureau­
a building in the downtown Lima sluni crat capitalist bubble ·in Mexico could 
of Bar.r~.os Altos. (The military, be taken as a wanung against f01J9w­
claimed the party Was a fimd-raiser tor ing this path, since it was MeXico 's 
the pro-PCP ne\Vspaper El Diorio.) "successes" that led it into crisis. But 
With the same sweep of his hand, in fact it is veey uiililcely tlm.l Peru ean 
Fujimori also amnestied his opponents · continue ·as far along that road as 
among the generals .. J1:lis was touted Mexico. As an article in the lnterna­
as a gesture of "nati0nal reconcilia- tional Herald Tribune put it, .,~Eco­
tion" - among·'nvai< factions _in the nomic growth is bound to be ~gh ini­
ruling cla8Ses. Yet tlie gesture seems µa11y, giveii'that it is eomiJlB from such 
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a' low starting pbin~ but the"likelihOod 
of this growtlrcontin:Uing>into the neXt 
millennium is-questionable given the 
continuing threat to.the economy from 
destabilizing influences.~~;.". ·f.;atin 
American Weekly:Reportr.pointed out, 
"the current· level of employment [is] 
64%-ofits I-979·level,·while the pur­
chasing power of current salaries [isl 
just 40%whai it was in .1987 .. :.-~The 

· plight of public-sector employees:f[is] 
particularly dire: their currentsalaries 
buy,only a fifth'ofwhat they oould get 
in· 1980:~' fthis·.fucludes teachers, 
public health etnployees; construction 
workers and a very Jarge part of the 
urban pennanently-employed workers · 
and employees whom·Fujimori 's pred­
ecessors considered an essential buffet:' 
between the main exploiters and the 
pOOtest masses.) I . " 

· Both Peruvian businessmen- and 
the LOD like to ask thetri.selves, Can 
Peru be "the-next Chile" in-:-the com .. 
ing tiriUennium? By this ·tliey~;mean 
a country• where economic :de\felop.;. 
ment and modernization· are saidJto 
have ·come. without revolution:: Bui 
Chile's economic :"miracle" ~ the 
expansion ·of its export-oriented ag~ 
riculture and -mining --- callfe-about ).. 
on the polfticalbasis of the needs of ~· 
U.S. imperialism to stop Soviet in- 2 
fl uence' in its "backyard" and on 'tl1e ~ 
basis of the 30,000 people tnurderecl ~. 
when the U.S .. directed ·General O. 
Pinochet to seize p<>wer.-Despite the' ~;­
growth. of :an urban middle. clasS,1 2:: 
Chile ·remains a country in 'retying .... 
need of a New: Democratic rev-olutioil "° 
to free its prOductive . forces, es)fe- ~~ 
ciaUy. its. people .. When Pinochet ~ 
drowned Chile's elected ,"Socialist"-­
govemment in ·blood, .what did that 
prove.except that; as-Mao 'Sai~ With,. 
out a; people's army the people have 
nothing? Did the imperialists and the 
Chilean ttiling -classes act ·.any less 
blOOd-ttllrsty ;beeauscf1of tlie' lack-of a· 
people's waP,· or did-they·take advan-
tage of the fact that the Jlla'SS..S.siwere 
unarmed t<{ cortduct rwholesale 
slaughter? iJsn 't this. the only possi-
ble reSUlt if the.I.OD were.to liave'itS 
way .in· 1Peru?· Furthermore;· ·w11ne_ 
Fuji.nrori .. ·may0 aspire -t'~ be Pe-ru'.s 
Pin<>chet, objective factors ~especially 
the weight:of semi-feudalism in Pe~· 
as~ well as the present state of. the. 
world·. imperialist system) make it 
actually_:Vei'y un~ikely Peru oou~d at-
tain even this crimilial ~rnoael". ~·, 

Therel\ave been whaf the PCP CC 
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7 OCtobei'· 1993 Declaration· called 
'ffleetingf1aslles" in·Peru's economy .. 
The LOD points to ~m to-argue.that 
the'b~reaucrat ·capitalisa system is 
becoinfug "viable". Bu~: Maoists do. 
not hold that there·ca~tbe no capital­
ist development: in the ·countries op­
pressediby. imperialism, nor. that this 
capitalism.-will ·ever. enter a state. pf 
permanent collapse. The "viability.' 
9f ;bur~ucrat capitalism1 in this· 
sense; is not really the question. The 
point is . that its .development ,can 
never be anything but aifurther source 
of misery· and chains·for the people, 
and it can only Stand as. an obstacle 
to the real liberation of the produc~ 
tive forces; : especially the greatest 
productive force, ,the. people. Neither 
whatev.er meagre development the 
system reaps today, nor the pros~~ 
of.what the LOD refers. to as the "in-' 
evitable" oollapse,of burea~tjcapi• 
talism at·soJne.time in the future, Cil1l 
reliewe the ~revolutionaries ~o:E. their. 
responStbilities tOJead .the masses of 

, people in revolutionary war. What is 
inevitable is that·the· masses of~ 
pie will rebel against this. system 
again and again until they areled,to· 

.... put an end to it once and for..alk! 
~ . , ;iWhat does it mean to say that "the 

. ~- bureaucrat l'Oad is becoming viable" 
.... in a .country· w~; according to of­
Z' dcial statistics, well'over two-t.hi{ds. 
i;. of the population are ''very poo~ imd 
0- half of the poor are starving? Accord­
~ ing, :to anothei: set of statistics,. 85% 
~ of Peruvians, lac~·one of: the follow­
~ ing items, and.tw~thirds lack two or 
=-· more: adequate. food;. housing, elec­
~. tricity;rwater and sanitation, medical 

care; and elementaty education. rWbat 
does it mean in a:c;oOil.try where there 
is abundant rich land, and y_et the 
relations ·of pr0duction cut: millions. 
of. peasants off from the: ~b.ility· 
of farming it and keep them iil star­
vation -in·Jthe· count~sid~· OJt .. city? 
WbeJ;"e·thercoqntzy'sJ~conQnty, ·to the 
extent.:duU ·there is capitalist ·devel-. 
opm~nl9 iWOrks laJg~ly by selling the. 
~ resolU'ces and other. ·~rts 
tG therbnperialists to'!buy the inqx)rted · 
f<>Od frQm them and then 1paying the 
intered Qll the loans' the imperialists 
grtant to;p~ehasc theifoodil· How "vi•1 
able" is this situation? Appttently, 
~~n a.lot of impen,listS .are less.op,-. 
Q!nimjc thanr:the LOD .• They ate'. re-, 
lyi»g; a.t·th~ end Qf.1~ day, ·on 1guns,, 
not "develqp~nf'. Even. jf tbey CSl\ 
win over 9r neu~lize some. "1tS of 

the middle. classes 'for a. little~ wbile, and :3d,vance, espec,~ly in .~e vast 
they are mining others,- and worse.n- ~ountr.fsidc; ! w~~re. ~e ~,regim~ can 
ing the conditi~ns that driv.e the coun- nev.er 1impos.e;t81).y '~stability". : , ; ~ , · 
tty's poorest, the vast majority, to rise · i .·• :A P:CJ> docqm_ent of J~uary! 19~5 
up against them. . . ~ . ·~-. · explaiped, "If our r~olutiQn were to 

··c) ; ; ,-,, - 1 sµjfer.a big defeat (w~ch:~:n~t }lap-
. WHAT·. Is ·REAU Y· NECESSARY? pened), t)le deyelopmg revqluti9nary 

·• .. ·l:., .··· .· . ~· 1.i1.: situation WQWd tµmintoastatjonary: 
,~The LQD b~es the· mpod of the revolutiq~- situation, as-hap~ned 

masses for what it c~JQ ~ ~-~~im~ in Chi~iq 1~27 wlteq th~ i:~olution 
peti.Qus necessity" trui~J the Party ca- suffered ·a· ~ljous ~ib,~k: ~4ue •to ._9ir 
pitulate. Of COQl'Se, th~ wJto j<Jill:~ portunism.i .. " .. What ,did. Chairman 
the,rwQlution, as the PCP says, '1or a Mao do?. )Vlmt did the red ~~·do? 
piece of· the pie", a(~ ·bQprui. to slip They didn ~t ·pall for· crying, , µQr fc;>r 
away or worse when tberc;'s not much 'dialogue\ ~tl\ey, ~led fQr People's 
to eabAlso; the nationalrbourgeojsie War and begal). the.road Qf encircling 
has backed away fronMhe People's thecitiesftom·thecolllltryside. 'rhat~s 
War, if only.for now. He~haps the·LOD what we should l~ from_." . . 1 

is;influenced~by all that wh.en it says, Mao ,s,aid· Ui1ilt as1)ong as·,the 
"p~lic opinion wants peace~. aut the JD3Sses and the. P3rtY· exist, ~ .sprts 
masses are divided int~ -c;J~s,. and of-miracl~ are~po~~.ibl~.-Jt is the Wte 
different classes and cla$ sectors have of the RCR Central C::ommittee,.,-and 
di1fen=.n moods dq>ejlding on cqndi- not th~ LQQ- tM,i i~ i~. ~~~rd with 
tions as well as their social position. ba,sic re@tyon.th~ ~tiQ~iand ip~ 
Even within· ~t,; ~~ ·are ups· and ternatioimlleyels.· T.h~. objective con"'." 
downs, and the .. gains or4ifijculties o( <Utions -fo~1~ntin$g lUte-}>eopAe'~ 
the People's.War.ltSelfhave a big d- W~:.~~st.·ltis up t9.th.e·PGP to·~n.:, 
feet on· the masses' self-wnfidence .. A$. ti.qpe. :\lol~g -.out· 31Jfi .. ~lving· prQl)­
in everything :Clse, the LOD bas) it l~ms fu;9rder1 to acJv&ncet · JJUs is what 
backwards: it is not the immense \Il.)8• they are determined t() do: ;The com-. 
jority of the masses who· haye "tw:ri~. ra4~ in Peru M.e &Qntinuing1tO:&houl­
their back on revolution; but rathe11ta <1:er this responsibilityr determined to . 
handful. of those wh~ clainlcxtfo :l.)e combine the power of, tli~ niasses of 
their leaders~ The fact·thaUherevolu- people with the basic line that has 
tion has been able t9 h9ld~Qut under gtiided the P3rtY and witb Marxism­
fierce attack· is_, itselfj1an indi~tor. ot Leniiiism-Maoism itself. This, too, we 
the mood of an impoaant :~on· of sltould learn from.. .·. ·._ , . 
the~, without:whom;~ch athing '·-, lt is· upJQ. tbe proletari~t and op-

'-would be impossible. And. ~rsistence pressed· peoplesy0f. the, world ..,to ~tep 
itself "is a mood--creating factor.. The up ~pporHor them· now in;th,is gm-::. 
stage is.still set for the great epic.of cial.hour;;Thestakesareveryhighfoi: 
the, Pemyian rev.~lutic>n to continue the woddrievolution. · 1 , ~ b •-

--;~.d ·u ,f. I"" ,1.1,_H::i: . ; _.,~ ', ,. 






