




1992/18 

Move Heaven and 
Earflt lo Defend flte 
Lile ol Chairman 
Gonzalo 
People all over the world reacted 
swiftly to the arrest and farcical 
military trial of Chairman Gonzalo, 
who is facing legal or "extra-legal" 

··. 

murder at the hands of the crisis-ridden, U.S.-backed Fujimori 
regime, desperate to stop the revolution Chairman Gonzalo and 
the PCP have been leading for .. 12 years. An Editorial addresses 
just why he has become "public enemy number one" to the rich 
and powerful on this earth, and, for the revolutionary movement 
and world's people, what the challenge to prevent them from 
taking the life of this remarkable revolutionary leader means. The 
Report and accompanying section provide a glimpse into how this 
dynamic worldwide Campaign to Defend the Life of Dr Guzman 
has taken shape among broad numbers of people. 

Canto Grande - A Great Crime and 
Great Heroism in Peru's Prisons 
On May 6th-9th the Peruvian authorities - with the approval 
of their U.S. masters - made a desperate move by storming 
Canto Grande prison to murder revolutionary pris·oners, 
especially those on a list of suspected leaders who were to be 
shot on the spot. But by holding out under attack for four days, 
and upholding the honour of the Party, the revolution and the 
proletariat with their very lives, these comrades robbed the 
regime of a victory. 
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A World to Win has been inspired by the formation of 
the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement, 
announced on March 12th, 1984, which has 
regrouped many Marxist-Leninist parties and 
organizations from around the world. It is not an 
official organ of RIM. Its pages are open to all those 
on the same side of the barricade~ in the fight 
against Imperialism and reaction. 

STEP FORWARD! 
A World to Win cannot accomplish its tasks without 
the active support of its readers. Letters, articles 
and criticism are needed and welcome. 
Manuscripts should be, typed double spaced. In 
addition we need translators, help with distribution 
(including through commercial channels) to make 
this magazine available in as many countries as 
possible, art work (as well as clippings and original 
photos), and financial contributions from those who 
understand the importance of the continued 
publication of this magazine. This includes both 
individual contributions and the efforts of those who 
undertake the responsibility tor roising funds for this 
magazine. Send pledges and donation cheques 
made out to "A Wodd to Win". 

Send all correspondence and other materials to: 

BCM World to Win 
27 Old Gloucester Street 
London WClN 3XX, U.K. 
Fax: (44) (71) 831 9489 Ref: W6787 
A fax or telex MUST include the reference number. 
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Hig 
In today's battle to defend the life 

of Comrade Gonzalo, Chairman of 
the Communist Party of Peru (PCP), 
the stakes are very high both for the 
revolutionary movement and for the 
imperialists and their flunkies. 

The reactionaries are well aware of 
this and are acting accordingly. For 
years the international media tried to 
minimize the importance of the 
People's War led by the PCP and 
imposed a news blockade. But in the 
wake of the capture of Chairman 
Gonzalo (Abimael Guzman), .the 
media could not help but reflect the 

Sta es, 
importance given to this event in 
Washington and other world capi­
tals. Chairman Gonzalo was declared 
the "last communist leader of the 
twentieth century", "public enemy 
number one in Latin America" and 
"the world's most dangerous man". 

Why? 
First of all, because he is respon­

sible for what is happening in Peru. 
"Decent society" - the imperialists 
and their local lackeys, the landlords 
and bureaucrat capitalists - is in a 
rage. In what they consider the most 
backward areas, the countryside, the 

Great 
peasants who for so long belonged 
to the owners of the fields are seiz­
ing political power and are gradually 
but steadily advancing towards the 
fortress of state power itself, the 
capital. Women are breaking the 
bonds of a ll the old and modern 
forms of their subjugation. The 
country 's despised, oppressed 
majority, its workers and peasants, 
its maids and peddlers and men and 
women who do the labour otherwise 
done by horses and trucks, are fight­
ing to become the masters of all 
Peru on their way to liberating 



"We do not yet have a 
dictatorship of the proletariat, but we do 

have a New Power that 
is developing in accordance with the norms 
of new defr!OCracy, the joint dictatorship of 

the workers, peasants and progressives. 
In our case they seek to rob 

this process of leadership, and the 
reactionaries and those who serve them 

know very well why they do this, 
because it is not easy to generate 

revolutionary leaders and Leadership." 
- Chairman Gonzalo 
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enemies of ~e imperialist system, 
and the People's War in Peru is the 
most advanced expression of that at 
this time. 

The imper~lists may under­
estimate the power of Maoist ideol­
ogy. But the character and success of 
the war waged under Chairman 
Gonzalo's leadership would be 
enough to make them understand the 
difference between this line and the 
revisionism whose collapse they are 
celebrating as "the death of com­
munism". They also know that 
Chairman Gonzalo has played an 
outstanding rol~ in fighting for and 
strengthening Marxist-Leninist­
Maoist ideology in the ranks of the 
international communist movement 
That is what they mean when they 
call PCP "fanatical". The intensity 
with which they hate the People's 
War, the PCP and Chairman Gonzalo 
comes from the fact that this is an 
opponent with whom there can be no 

' compromise and no quarter. 
This is why, on a global level, the 

imperialists are turning the spear­
head of their whole worldwide coun­
ter-revolutionary anticommunist 
crusade on the Maoists in general :ti.. 

· · and most specifically and ferocious- ~ 
.Iy on the PCP and its Chairman :a 
Gonzalo. r-

humanity. To the Peruvian reaction­
ary ruling classes, this means the 
sky is falling; to the imperialists 
propping them up, it is an intoler­
able affront. Even more terrifying 
and incomprehensible to them is that 
women have stepped forward as 
fighters, commanders and political 
leaders of this revolution. 

Secondly, they fear the masses of 
people of the world as well. The 
People's War in Peru has emerged as 
a major challenge to the new world 
order the U.S. and its allies have 
sought to impose in the wake of the 

coilapse of their Soviet arc~-rivals. 
For twelve years the People's War 
has been surging forward without 
the slightest aid from any imperialist 
power or reactionary state. Now, 
when movements that depended on 
the phoney "socialist" USSR have 
been forced to capitulate, the 
People's War in Peru has become so 
strong that no reactionary military 
analyst can dismiss the possibility of 
its .. complete victory in the near fu­
ture. In today_'s world, it is the 
Maoists who are ·coming to the fore­
front as the most thoroughgoing 

In the propaganda sphere, this t::J 
means attempting to discredit the a 
PCP and all those in the world who ;e 
support the People's War. They use ~ 
the media to label the PCP "terror- -a. 

ist" and "not a real liberation move- ! 
ment". ·It is ridiculous to charge that ~ 
people in other countries who sup- o:> 
port the People's War are also "ter­
rorists" whose services have been 
bought and paid for with "drug 
money". But the fact that these 
charges are contrary to all evidence 
hasn't stopped the imperialists' lead­
ing news organizations from repeat­
ing them. 

This propaganda barrage, however, 
is not just talk. The world's media 
are being used in a campaign to 
create public opinion for practical 
steps to silence the Maoists. The 
propaganda barrage and the CIA 
coven ... aid pouring into Peru are two 
sides of the same counter-revolu­
tionary offensive. 

Today all these efforts are focused 
on one man: Comrade Gonzalo. The 
threat to the life of Chairm.an 
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Gonzalo is not only an attempt to 
rob the Peruvian revolution of its 
leader and prevent the masses from 
seizing state power. They also want 
to isolate and kill Chaimlan Gonzalo 
in order to hit hard iiiternationally at 
the only forces - the Maoists -
who can challenge the imperialist 
"new world order" with a vision of a 
genuinely new world Ultimately the 
target is the masses of people of the 
world, whose anger is growing more 
explosive everywhere. 

The U.S. has just revamped Peru's 
secret police, deploying both public 
and secret resources to identify, 
locate and wipe out the PCP leader­
ship. Like all of Peru's armed forces, 
the secret police .are directly run by 
Valdimiro Montesinos, the CIA's 
man in Peru, once convicted of trea­
son to Peru for being an American 
spy. With his help, Alberto Fujimori, 
a politically unknown professor of 
agriculture just two years agp, be­
came Peru's military dictator. The 
U.S. government advised, paid for 
and defended this regime every step 
of the way. Anyone who wants to 
deny the obvious but unspoken rela­
tionship betwe:en Fujimori and the 

~ U.S. has to explain why the U.S. 
st chose to ignore the Amnesty Inter­
Ch national report that labelled his re­
,_ gime "the world's worst human 
~ rights violator", why the U.S. 

squashed attempts to condemn e Fujimori's May 1992 coup in inter­
Q national bodies, and why, unlike its 
a! predecessors, Fujimori 's government 
~ enjoys the fullest funding from the 
:iiO International Monetary Fund and 
~ World Bank. This regime that 

convicted Abimael Guzman of 
"treason" to Peru is nothing but a 
convenient sleeve for the long arm 
of the U.S. 

This is ~hy the Fujimori govern­
ment had httle need to disguise their 
"tt:ial" of Comrade Gonzalo as any­
th1~g ~~t a ~aked lynching. 
FuJ1mon s Foreign Minister could 
announce that there would be no 
international cdticism of the trial 
because he already had been assured 
of the international opinion that 
cou_nts the most for him - the U.S. 
rulmg class and its· allies. On 
September 24th, the U.S. Senate 
passed a resolution declaring that it 
"supports the Government of Peru in 
its determination to fight the violent 
anti-democratic terrorist group 
known as the Shining Path" and 

congratulating the DINCOTE for 
capturing Chairman Gonzalo. This 
was reiterated October 20th by a 
spokesp~tson for the U.S. State 
Department, who said "Mr Guzman 
is the leader of the most vicious ter­
rorist movement in the Western 
hemisphere ... We have no comment 
on the judicial proceedings by which 
he was tried" 

This is also why, even after 
Chairman Gonzalo was sentenced, 
Fujimori has reopened the question 
of executing him, in violation of 
Peru's constitution. What weight can 
Peruvian and international law and 
the treaties to which Peru is bound 
have next to the support of U.S. 
imperialism? 

Now both the ·swords of "legal" 
and extra-legal execution hang over 
this comrade's head. The imperial­
ists organized or approved the prison 
murders of Azanian leader Steve 
Biko; Charo Mazumdar, Maoist 
leader of the Naxalbari peasant 
rebellion in India; the Maoist leader 
Ibrahim Kaypakkaya in Turkey; the 
Bangladeshi Maoist leader Shiraj 
Shikdar and the suspicious "suicide" 
of Chiang Ching. In the U.S.'s own . 
prisons, Black Panther leader 
George Jackson was shot in a staged 
"escape" attempt, and Puerto Rican 
nationalist leader Pedro Albizu 
Campos was killed by radioactive 
material placed in the walls of his 
cell. They must not be allowed to 
hand any kind of death sentence to 
Chairman Gonzalo. 

Even in the absence of a legal 
death penalty, the majority of 
Peruvian prisoners accused of "sub­
version" have been murdered. 
Comrade Gonzalo· is being held on 
the island of San Lorenzo in the 
naval base next to the ruins of the 
Fronton prison. In 1986 Peruvian 
armed forces and police killed 300 
prisoners at Fronton and two other 
jails. In May 1992, after Fujimori 
staged his coup, he sent his murder­
ous troops into the penitentiary 
where survivors of the 1986 mas­
sacre and new PCP suspects were 
being held; after they subdued the 
prisoners, they selected out 40 
women and men suspected of being 
PCP leaders and shot them. How can 
the revolutionaries, the world's 
people and anyone with a sltred of 
regard for justice accept such a fate 
for Chairman Gonzalo? 
·As Comrade Gonzalo himself says 

in the interview with him reprinted 
in this issue, even in the most nega­
tive situation one must look for posi­
tive elements in order to transfonn it 

Chief among the positive factors 
has been Chairman Gonzalo himself. 
When sadistically presented to the 
press in a steel cage, he made a dra­
matic and historic speech in which 
his unbreakable commitment to the 
cause of the masses and communism 
reverberated powerfully far beyond 
the walls of the enemy's dungeons. 
His conduct in the clutches of the 
enemy has had thundering impact 
not only on those who hold their 
breath every time Peru is on the 
news, but far more broadly as well. 
People want to know .why the 
People's War in Peru has advanced 
while revolutions' elsewhere are 
defeated or sidetracked, how it is 
that the Maoist movement can pro­
duce such steadfast leaders while 
international revisionism crumbles, 
and why the world's rulers are so 
frightened by this man whom they. 
present as having almost super­
human powers. 

Perhaps the CIA and the U.S. 
government thought that if instead 
of having Chairman Gonzalo killed 
at once, as they did to Che Guevara, 
they could gain more by first reduc­
ing his stature in the eyes of the 
people by presenting him in a cage 
to television cameras. If so, they 
miscalculated badly. Chairman 
Gonzalo turned his forced "press 
conference" into a powerful counter­
blow that created further difficulties 
for the enemy. 

The strength and advance of the 
People's War itself and the very 
widespread support it enjoys among 
the Peruvian people has created a 
dilemma for the regime and its 
imperialist backers. The fact that 
millions of Peruvians feel that 
Chairman Gonzalo speaks for them 
is part of why the forces of reaction 
need to silence him, but it also pre­
vents them from murdering him 
without carefully weighing the 
consequences. Fujimori is holding 
Chairman Gonzalo hostage against 
the People's War, but this sword can 
cut both ways. The forces of reac­
tion know very well that the 
Peruvian masses will never forgive 
any bairn that might befall Chainnan 
Gonzalo. The U.S. cannot escape 
being held fully responsible by the 
masses of the whole world. 



In Peru the slogan "Defend the 
Life of Chairman Gonzalo" has been 
taken up with all the anned strength 
of the People's War. Following the 
Sixth Military Plan formulated by 
Chairman Gonzalo, the People's 
War has continued to advance in 
several major battles in September 
and October in which comparatively 
large enemy units were wiped out. 
PCP has made unmistakable its reso­
lution to continue following his line 
until the People's Republic of Peru 
is established, and more, until com­
munism shines worldwide. The 
Peruvian masses have expressed 
their support in a myriad of ways, 
including during the resounding 
September armed strike against the 
regime that totally shut down the 
city of Ayacucho and the surround­
ing region. 

Immediately following Chairman 
Gonzalo's capture, the Maoists 
abroad grasped and acted upon the 
urgency of this situation. The 
Revolutionary Internationalist 
Movement, of which the PCP is a 
part, accepted the challenge that was 
thrown before them. No class can 
fail to go all-out to defend its lead­
ers. This is especially true for the 
revolutionary proletariat, because it 
is not easy for an oppressed class to 
give rise to men and women who 
can lead the slaves in successful 
battle, who can lead the masses 
because they have given their hearts 
to them and on that basis mastered 
the theory and practice of the 
science of revolution. The battle to 
defend the life of Chairman Gonzalo 
is now the centre of all work to sup­
port the People's War in Peru. The 
masses in many countries, especially 
proletarians, were quick to under­
stand the cardinal importance of this· 
battle, not only in terms of support­
ing the People's War but in terms of 
how it affects all other revolutionary 
efforts as well. 

This approach has broadened the 
opposition to imperialism's aims in 
Peru to an unprecedented extent. It 
is a concrete counter-thrust to the 
imperialists' attempt to isolate the 
Maoists from the masses and keep 
the middle forces in society separate 
from the revolutionary poor masses. 
People from all walks of life, includ­
ing people with major divergences 
with the Maoists and other revolu­
tionaries, have come forward. A 
united front has emerged of people 

who agree on the urgency of defend­
ing the life of this man who is 
claimed by millions of Peruvian 
workers and peasants as their own 
leader. New forms of organization 
and new forms of struggle have ari­
sen. The basis for their existence is 
the strength and influence of the 
People's War, the sharp danger its 
leader faces and the growing desire 
of people from different classes to 
oppose a world of towering evils. . 

The way this movement is built 
among the poor masses is having a 
powerful impact on people from 
other classes and will determine the 
solidity and strength of the solid 
core of the united front. At the same 
time, the participation of prominent 
personalities, professional and aca­
demic figures and others is h~lping 
to draw the broader masses into 
struggle and to create a favourable 
political atmosphere for the emer­
gence of this movement. 

All these factors have stayed the 
hand of the imperialists and their 
flunkies for the moment. Further, the 
Peruvian ruling classes have been 
rent with internal contradictions. 
Despite their temporary euphoric 
unity following this important suc­
cess, their failure to crush the 
People's War and the increasing 
political complexity of the situation 
can only lead to new outbreaks of 
in-fighting. Time is not on their side. 

These are desperate times for the 
Peruvian regime, which has lashed 
out with all the fury a beast threat­
ened with death can muster. And 
they are perilous times for all those 
who sit on top of the present "world 
order". Neither these imperialists 
nor their puppets can be expected to 
rest content with having won a li~e 
sentence from a kangaroo court, and 
both have shown a lust for blood 
that knows no bounds. 

So far, the danger to Chairman 
Gonzalo has not diminished in the 
slightest. The battle so far has 
opened up broad possibilities which 
must be persevered in and fought 
through. 

The RIM put forward the slogan 
"Move Heaven and Earth to Defend 
the Life of Chairman Gonzalo". 
Though heaven and earth have al­
ready begun to tremble, it has be­
come increasingly clear that no 
lesser effort will do. The RIM also 
declared "We need Comrade 
Gonzalo at his post, at the forefront 
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of the revolution in Peru and of the 
international communist movement 
- Fight for his liberation!" The 
revolutionary masses will never set­
tle for anything less. 

By capturing Chairman Gonzalo, 
the enemy has dealt a bitter blow to 
the masses and the revolutionary 
forces. His contributions are pre­
cious to the world's people and his 
work is not yet done. The enemy 
seeks to turn this military victory for 
their side into a political and moral 
victory as well. But as Comrade 
Gonzalo said in his caged "press 
conference", "We are here in cir­
cumstances which some people 
think to be a great defeat. They are 
dreaming." The masses in Peru and 
their Party will certainly overcome 
all obstacles to defend the life of 
Chairman Gonzalo and carry the 
People's War to victory. 

On a world level, too, this is a 
great and complex challenge. In the 
face of the enemy's attack, the 
Maoists have. counter-attacked, and 
in the process further united their 
ranks, strengthened their resolve and 
heightened their ability to lead the 
masses to fight for revolution and 
the liberation of humanity. The way ~ 
this battle is carried out will affect 
the immediate outcome. It will also ~ 
have a far-reaching impact, in Peru, f9 
where it has already helped give o 
heart to the people in difficult times, ~ 
and on the world's revolutionary- 0 
minded people, the international ~ 
communist movement and the devel- ~ 
opment of the world revolution. ~ 
l]le stakes are very high. Much can ;s 
be lost, but much can also be gained. ~ 
By centring on the battle to defend Q) 

Chairman Gonzalo's life, uniting 
broadly with oth'ers in this battle 
while developing the movement 
.among the basic masses and paying 
attention to bringing out the political 
and ideological line he represents, 
the Maoists are fighting to b'ansfonn 
the present situation so that they can 
win this battle and save his life. 
Victory is possible. The situation can 
be turned into a political and moral 
defeat for the enemy. The imperialists 
and reactionaries have picked up a big 
rock to hurl against the people but an 
increasing number of people are fight-
ing to force them to drop this big rock 
on their own feet D 
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Move .Heaven and 
·-· .-

Earth to Def end the 
Life of Chairman 
Gonzalo. 

- Statement by ,the Committee of the 
Revolutionary Internationalist Movement 
15 September 1992 

., 

81 
~ Comrade Gonzalo (Abimael Guzm&l), the Chainnan of the Communist 
aE Party of Peru and an outstanding leader of the communist movement 
~ internationally, has been captured by the reactionary Fujimori regime on 
~ September 12th. This was accomplished after a 12-year man hunt by the 
Q Peruvian annY- and police, guided by U.S. imperialism's notorious "counter­
Q! insurgency" apparatus. Even though the Constitution of Peru outlaws the 
o death penalty, the Constitution has been suspended, the regime is 
~ threatening to execute Comrade Gonzalo, and the imperialist press is 
iq preparing public opinion for such an outrageous crime. It urgently falls upon 

the people the world over to fight to defend his lif~. 

With his Marxist-Leninist-Maoist line, Comrade Gonzalo has played the 
central role in initiating and steadily advancing the revolutionary war of the 
people in Peru against the ruling classes and their imperialist overlords who 
have been squeezing profit and the very life out of the Peruvian masses for 
centuries. Chainnan Gonzalo has become the recognized leader of millions 
of workers, and peasants and their embryonic new state being built in the 
course of the people's war. He has led the revolution in Peru forward, not 
oilly to benefit the masses of that country, but to seJVe the oppressed and 
exploited of the whole world. 

Co_mrade Gonzal~. represents the uncompromising revolutionary vision of a 
communist future without barbarous class divisions, without imperialism. 
He is the political enemy number one of the imperialists and the 
reactionaries the world over who dream of prolonging their bloody rule 
forever. 

Even beyond Peru, millions worldwide who despise the brutal social system 
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these bourgeois"Voices represent look to Chainnan Gonzalo and the people's 
war he is leading to batter down the old social order and bring the fresh 
revolutionary winds of liberation that know no boundaries among the 
oppressed. 

The capture of Comrade Gonzalo is a bitter blow to the revolutionary people 
the world over, and the danger to our comrade's life is extreme. Th.is'attack 
is also a challenge, a can for us to stand up and successfully prevent the 
reactionaries from taking the life of Chainnan Gonzalo and, through 
struggle, hand his captors a big defeat. Defending the life of Comrade 
Gonzalo means defending the right of the slaves to rebel, it means defending 
the revolution and communism. 

Chainnan Gonzalo is accused of treason, but it is the Peruvian state which 
has betrayed the country and is completely at the beck and call of its Yankee 
masters. 

Chainnan Gonzalo is accused of 27 ,000 deaths, but it is the Peruvian anned 
forces who killed the great majority of these people, including in 
internationally known cases where they massacred unanned peasants and 
workers and buried them in mass graves. 

Chairman Gonzalo is accused of "narco-trafficking," while it is well 
documented that it is the Peruvian anny and state, up to its highest levels, 
that are up to their necks in the narcotics industry and smuggling. 

Chainnan Gonzalo is accused of "terrorism", but it is the Peruvian state 
which murdered hundreds of political prisoners in cold blood in 1986 during 
the infamous El Front6n massacre and as recently as May of this year, when 
forty unanned women and men were slaughtered in Canto Grande prison. 

Chainnan Gonzalo is accused of disrupting the national economy, but it is 
the shameless Fujimori who administered the infamous "Fuji-shock" at the 
orders of the IMF and the World Bank, further starving the already 
impoverished people and creating the conditions for the cholera epidemic. 

The towering strength and revolutionary vitality of Comrade Gonzalo's 
political and ideological line is clear from the deep roots it has taken among 
workers, peasants and intellectuals of Peru, from the major military 
advances the people's war has achieved, to the embryonic new proletarian 
state and the beginning shoots of the new society which has begun to be set 
up in base areas in the countryside and to a growing extent in the 
shantytowns outside Lima itself. 

We must fight for the recognition of Chainn~n Gonzalo's stature as the 
leader of the newly emerging state of the Peruvian people. We must demand 
that the international conventions concerning the treatment of prisoners of 
war and political prisoners be respected. We must help all of the oppressed 
and exploited, all who oppose imperialism and reaction, to understand the 
stakes of this battle, and we must ann them with the truth. 

We will not allow them to take the life of this precious and uncompromising 
revolutionary communist leader. 

Move Heaven and Earth to Defend the Life of Chairman Gonzalo! 

We Need Comrade Go.nzalo at His Post, in the Forefront of the 
Revolution in Peru and the Intern~tional Communist Movement! 

Fight for His Liberation! 
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Chairman Gonzalo Salutes PCP and World's Oppressed 
from the Dung~ons of Peru -~ 

"Win New Victories" 

omrades of the Communist Party of Peru, fighters of 
the People's Guerrilla Army, the people of Peru: we 
are living through historic moments, each one of us 
knows this to be the case. Let us not deceive 
ourselves. Now is the time we must bring into play 
all possible forces in order to continue 
accomplishing our tasks, win new victories and 

co finally triumph! 
~ We are fighting in these trenches because we are communists! Because we .defend ~ 
~ the people's interests, the principles of the Party, and the People's War! This is what 
~ we do, what we are doing, what we wiH continue to do! We are here in 
~ circumstances which some think to be a great defeat. They are dreaming. Today we e say to them this is only a bend in the road. Nothing more! A bend in the middle of 
Q the road. And though the road is long, we shall travel it to the end. We will reach our 
~ goal and we will win! You will see it. 
~ We must continue with the tasks laid down in the Third Plenary Session of the 
~ Central Committee, a glorious event! This Third Plenary Session has already started 

and it will continue. We will continue to carry' out the plans of the People's War for 
the seizure of power. We will continue the Sixth Military Plan. That is our task! 
Together with the proletariat and the people, we will carry it out! 
Today, the democratic road has begun to proceed as a road of liberation, as the 
road of people's liberation. These are the circumstances in which we are 
developing our actions. Where are we now along this road? At a strategic 
equilibrium. 

It is useless to continue to deny this evidence. Let us look at the history of Peru .. 
Specifically let us examine the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries and understand their 
lessons. If you do not understand this you will be blind. First there was Spanish 
domination, and this Spanish domination, where did it lead us? To an extremely 
deep crisis. As a consequence, Peru was divided up. It was in that era that we can 
see th~ roots of today's political domination. · 
Then, in the last century, came British domination. Where did that lead us? To 
another great crisis and its consequence, the war with Chile. Let us not forget this. 



Chalnnan 
Gonzalo 

"presented" 
to several 

hundred 
hostile 

journalists 
and 

plainclothes 
police at the 

headquarters 
of the "Anti· 

Terrorist 
PoliceMln 

Lima 

11 

What was the result? Peru 
lost territory. In the 20 
century, how are we 
faring? There is an 
imperialism dominating us, 
U.S. imperialism. This is 
something real and 
everyone knows it. Where 
has this led us? Here and 
now, to the worst crisis in 
our entire history, a crisis 
the likes of which has 
never been endured by our 
people. These twelve years 
of struggle have served to 
demonstrate and show 
clearly to the people that 
the Peruvian state and the 
Peruvian army are 
completely rotten to the 
core. That they are paper 
tigers! 
What should we do? We 

must give impetus to the people's liberation movement and develop the People's lii­

War. The time to set up a National Liberation Front has arrived. It is time to form ~ 
and develop a People's Liberation Front with the People's Guerrilla Army as its ~ 
core. That is what we will do, that is what we are already doing, that is what we are 0 
going to be doing. ci 
Maoism is marching relentlessly forward in its task of forging the new wave of the ~ 
world proletar ian revolution. This must be well understood and everyone must ~ ..... 
become well aware of it! Those who have ears must use them well, those who have ~ 
understanding -we all have it - use it well, too! Let no-one talk nonsense! ~ 
The same contending powers behind the first and second world war are now Q) 

preparing the third. This is something that must be made known! We can't allow 
this to happen! Enough is enough! 
100 years of Chairman Mao! 
Next year it will be one huncred years since the birth of Chairman Mao. We must 
celebrate it. We want an unforgettable celebration. We will start celebrating this 
year and we will culminate the celebration next year. 
I want to take the opportunity to salute the international proletariat, the great 
oppressed majorities. To all the communists of Peru: the People's War will 
inevitably be victorious. 

We Must Have Faith in the Future Birth of the People's Republic of Peru! 
Glory to Marxism-Leninism-Maoism! Honour and Glory to the Peruvian People! 

24 SeptembE::r 1992, Headquarters of the Anti-Terrorist Police of Peru 
(Reproduced by El Oiario International from various Lima dailies of 25 September 1992.) 
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Report on 
International 
Campaign 

Since the September 
12th capture of Comrade 
Gonz.alo, Chairman of the 
Communist Party of Peru 
(PCP), a fierce and com­
plex struggle has been 
unfolding. On the one 
side, the Fujimori regime 
backed by U.S. imperia­
lism and egged on by 
reactionaries the world 
over. On the other side, 
Chairman Gonzalo, the 
People's War in Peru, the 
world's proletarian revolu­
tionary forces centred 
around the Revolutionary 
Internationalist Movement 
and a broad and growing 
front of people opposed to 
imperialism and reaction 
and united in the demand 
to save the life of Dr 
Abimael Guzman (Chair­
man Gonzalo's given 
name). 

Chairman Gonzalo was 
hauled before a military 
tribunal with breakneck 
speed. The reactionaries 
planned to present the 
people with a settled ques­
tion before much could be 
done about it. But on 
September 15th, the Com­
mittee of the Revolu­
tionary Internationalist 
Movement issued a call to 
"Move Heaven and Earth 
to Defend the Life of 
Chairman Gonzafo". In 
only a few days, a move­
ment to defend his life had 
already begun to spring 
up, with an unprecedented 
rapidity and a broad social 
scope and international 
character. 

A broad array of people 
from all over the world 

"Def end the 

The Battle-cry Resounds 
stepped forward to form 
the International Emer­
gency Committee to 
Defend the Life of Dr 
Abimael Guzman (IEC). 
By September 20th, the 
IEC began issuing regular 
bulletins and other mes­
sages by fax to the local 
defence committees that 
were being established in 
Europe, Asia, Africa, 
Australia and North and 
South America. Among 
them was a letter from 
Alfredo Crespo, Chairman 
Gonzalo's lawyer, who 
wrote, "My client is aware 
of the concern of your 
organization and ·appre­
ciates all of the efforts that 
are being undertaken." 

Chairman Gonzalo him­
self set the tone for the 
resistance on September 
24th when he was "exhibi­
ted" before a howling mob 
of hundreds of journalists 
and secret policemen. The 
plan was to "bre.ak the 
myth of the unbeatable 
leader", as the London 
Economist wrote. He was 
presented dressed in a car­
toon-style, specially-made 
striped uniform with a 
large prisoner's number on 
his chest, enclosed in a 
steel animal cage. But in 
the end it was his captors 
who were made to look 
foolish and impotent The 
comrade turned this spec­
tacle into a political set­
back for· them by refusing 
to be intimidated or dis­
tracted by the threat of 
death and the screaming 
enemies surrounding him, 
and instead delivered an 

historic message to the 
Party and the people of 
Peru and the world. The 
contrast between his 
unbreakable dignity, revo­
lutionary confidence and 
high-mindedness, on the 
one hand, and the loath­
some treatment to which 
the regime was subjecting 
him, on the other, was 
strongly felt by many 
people around the globe. It 
inspired a number of 
prominent personalities to 
write angry protests to the 
Fujimori regime . and 
helped impel European 
and American lawyers--to 
accept invitations to form 
a delegation of interna­
tional observers to travel 
to Lima. 

THE PERUVIAN 
PEOPLE'S RESPONSE 

In Peru, despite all the 
hysterical publicity sur­
rounding the arrest, since 
then news of the People's 
War has been almost enti­
rely smothered. After the 
trial, the Armed Forces 
reinstructed the media -
those broadcasters and 
publications that the mili­
tary hadn't already shut 
down - not to carry any­
thing about the struggle in 
the countryside, where the 
revolution has strong­
holds, the revolutionary 
base areas where the 
workers and peasants have 
already seized political 
power. 

But they could not avoid 
covering some spectacular 
actions right in the 

enemy's strongholds in 
Lima, such as the disrup­
tion of Armed Forces Day 
celebrations September 
24th, and the November 
6th annihilation of ·a top 
DINCOTE secret police 
commander. It was also 
reported that the PCP led a 
very successful "paro 
armado" (armed strike) in 
several provincial cities 
and towns at the end of 
September. For 24 hours, 
nothing moved in the city 
of Ayacucho and the sur­
rounding countryside, a 
revolutionary stronghold 
since the People's War 
began in 1980. The garri­
son town of Huanta to the 
north was paralysed for 48 
hours. The shutdown last­
ed three days in Huan­
cayo, a mining ~entre in 
the department of Junin in 
the centre of the country. 
Major attacks on govern­
ment forces were reported 
in the south-central and 
central mountains and in 
the Upper Huallaga jun­
gle. Police patrols were 
ambushed in the outskirts 
of the capital. And in 
Lima's poor districts and 
shanty towns, huge quanti­
ties of a PCP leaflet entit­
led "Defend the Life of 
Chairman Gonzalo" were 
given out. 

IMPERIALIST 
COLLABORATION 

Abroad, just after 
Chairman Gonzalo's arrest, 
the forces of reaction 
unleashed a secondary, 
containment blow to ter-



life of Chairman Gonzalo" 

on Every Continent 
rorize and disorient pre­
sent and potential PCP 
supporters and politically 
isolate them. Fujimori 's 
government brandished a 
list of names of people in 
other countries to be extra­
dited and tried in Peru for 
"apology for terrorism". 
This list included a few 
Europeans as well as 
Peruvians, and in addition 
to PCP supporters it also 
named people of varying 
political tendencies who 

PCP LEAFLET 

had criticized the Peruvian 
regime. All sorts of wild 
charges were made. It was 
claimed that international 
support for the PCP could 
only be explained by vast 
amounts of "drug money" 
pouring out of Peru. 
(Ironically, only yesterday 
Fujimori was accusing 
some of these same people 
of financing the People's 
War from abroad.) But 
plausible or not, these 
accusations and threats 

Defend the Life of 
Chairman Gonzalol 
The capture of Chairman Gonzalo, leader 

of the Party and the Revolution, is part of a 
P,lan to carry out greater genocide against 
the people. The reactionaries dream that this 
will allow them to annihilate the Revolution. 
Thex do not realize that the more blood they 
sheo the closer they come to their extinction. 
We demand that the genocidal Fujimori 
government respect his health and life. , 

The Communist Party of Peru will deal an 
exemplary punishment to all those who dare 
to put their dirty hands on Chairman 
Gonzalo. 

long Live Chairman Gonzalo, Leader of 
the Party and the Revolution! 
long Live the Communist Party of Perul 
Long Live the People's Warl 
We Will Give Our Lives for the Party and 
the Revolution! 

Communist Party of Peru, Party member3 
in Lima - September 1992 

were loudly echoed by top 
government officials in 
several European coun­
tries and the international 
media as a whole. 

Goose-stepping in uni­
son to imperialist orders, 
the international press in 
general played their role 
as apologists for the 
Fujimori dictatorship with 
the polished perfection of 
a concerted, centrally­
briefed propaganda cam­
paign. This rabid crusade 
combined disinformation 
and distortion of the 
People's War and Chair­
man Gonzalo's role with 
systematic suppression of 
any news that didn't suit 
them. Once the military 
tribunal had set the terms 
for Gonzalo's "trial" and 
sentencing, in complete 
mockery of " human 
rights" and even reactiona­
ry Peruvian law, these 
champions of democracy 
were silent - so much so 
that in many countries the 
media did not even cover 
the summary "trial" of the 
man whose arrest had 
filled the headli'nes in 
every land a few weeks 
earlier. Virtually no news 
of the international cam­
paign to defend Comrade 
Gonzalo's life was al­
lowed to reach the people 
in most countries. 

All this only showed the 
nature of the regime that 
was to try Chairman 
Gonzalo as well as the 
multi-faceted collabora­
tion it was receiving from 
high places in the imperia­
li st countries. In a bold 
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counter-thrust to efforts by 
the governments and their 
media tools to politically 
encircle and criminalize 
the PCP and its supporters, 
people from all walks of 
life around the world 
began to come forward to 
oppose the threats and the 
farcical "trial" facing 
Chairman Gonzalo. 

INTERNATIONAL 
DELEGATIONS 

EXPOSE FUJIMORl'S 
CRIMES 

The forms of struggle 
taken up in the interna- l::ii. 
tional campaign to defend ~ 
his life were varied, rang- O,_:x:J 

ing from the traditional to 
the unique . Some were tJ 
new to the Maoists, who (j 
found themselves facing ;E 
new demands and new ~ 
opportunities. First in -
smaller numbers and then ~ 
in cascades, the IEC's Call ~ 
to Defend the life of (b 
Abimael Guzman was 
signed . by renowned 
lawyers, members of par­
liament and former minis-
ters and other government 
leaders, academic figures, 
well-known musicians, 
writers and artists, and 
others from Australia, 
Bangladesh, Belgium, 
Britain, Canada, Chile, 
Colombia, Denmark, El 
Salvador, France, Ger­
many, Guadeloupe, Iran, 
Iraq, Italy, Kenya, Mar­
tinique , Mexico, Nepal , 
the Netherlands, South 
Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, 
Tunisia, Turkey, and the 
United Stales. Delegations 
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of IEC supporters and 
other concerned people 
began to visit Peruvian 
embassies in many cbun­
tries. Letters, telegrams 
and faxes protesting the 
threats against Chairman 
Gonzalo's life began to 
deluge these embassies 
and Fujimori's presidential 
palace. 

The Fujimori govern­
ment hurriedly convened 
their " trial" on October 
1st, after only two days 
notice. But to their great 
surprise, the first interna­
tional delegation organ­
ized by the International 
Emergency Committee 
had arrived in Lima. The 
regime and its sponsors 
were s tunned that th ese 
delegates had dared con­
front them in their own 
lair, with a strength that 
came not from the backing 
of any government but 
from th e fact that they 
represented a just cause 
and an e merg ing mass 
movement of a wide spec­
trum of people around the 
world and even within the 
imperia li s t countries. 
After television interviews 
and front page coverage in 
the Lima press, "all of 
Peru" knew about these 
people who had come to 
serve as ambassadors of 
the hundreds of thousands 
around the globe who are 
taking up this campaign. 
As lawyer and delegate 
Peter Erlinder later said, "I 
think we made it clear to 
the Peruvian government 
that events in Peru are of 
importance and concern to 
people outside Peru." 

The delegates were 
widely recognized where 
ever they went. Delegate 
Heriberto Ocasio later 
reported, "When we wal­
ked around the centre of 
the city, in the first days 
after our press conference, 
people would give us the 
thumbs up and express 
their gratitude for our 
taking a stand for justice. 
A journalist from Ayacu-

TOP: Campaign 
supporters demonstrate 

in Bangladesh. 

RIGHT: New Delhi, 
24 October, 1992. 
Nepalese women 

demonstrate in front of 
Peruvian Embassy. 

BOTTOM RIGHT: Posters of 
campaign on Berlin wall. 

BOTTOM: 
Bank notes of the future 

People's Republic of 
Peru? "Money" issued as 

a fund-raiser by Peru 
People's Movement of 

Mexico. 



Nepalese protest the 
arrest of Chainnan 
Gonzalo. 

MIDDLE: Red flags adorn 
the protest in Berlin. 

BonoM: September 

1992. A broad spect"'m 

of Bangladeshis demand 
the release of 

Chainnan Gonzalo. 
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cho travelled all the way 
from this town in the 
Andes to Lima to find us 
and tell us how we were 
speaking for the many 
who cannot openly speak 
out-in Peru. 

"After a couple of days 
the government unleashed 
a fury of rumours which 
the press loyally served to 
spread. They claimed we 
were there to plot an es­
cape attempt, some 
tabloids called me a psy­
chiatrist sent by Saddam 
Hussein, [and said I was 
the one] who had master­
minded the supposed es­
cape attempt. All of the 
papers tried to paint us as 
organized and paid by the 
Communist Party of Peru. 
The press all repeated the 
government's threats of 
imprisonment or expul­
sion. After this, we still 
heard from people in the 
streets who supported us 
and from others who said 
they sympathized with the 
revolution, but they spoke :ti. 
to us only in whispers, ~ 
telling us to be 'careful' of ~ 
what opinions we ex- ~ 
pressed, for some opinions o 
are 'illegal to express in 

0
..,. 

Peru'." 
The delegation's fonnal ~ 

request to Peru's Supreme :Z 
Court that they be allowed ~ 
to attend the trial as ob- ~ 
servers was denied at once -... 
in an unsigned reply co 
issued by the military. 
Two delegation lawyers 
attempted to accompany 
Dr Crespo to the island of 
San Lorenzo on the day 
the trial opened, but Naval 
officers allowed only Dr 
Crespo to board the boat. 
This ban on legal obser­
vers may have helped 
keep the details of the pro­
ceedings secret, but it only 
underlined the fact that 
this "trial" was a complete 
violation of the principles 
and specific guarantees of 
international law. It 
shocked and helped to gal­
vanize many people, 
including in the legal pro-
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fession. 
Peru's Prime Minister 

threatened to jail the dele­
gates for a term of six 
months to twelve years for. 
"insulting the president 
and defending terrorism". 
In a late-night visit to their 
hotel, Peru's chief prose­
cutor told them that he 
"could not guarantee their 
safety". Exactly what he 
meant was made clear by a 
government-organized 
band of a dozen "civil­
ians" who assaulted the 
delegates in the streets. 

In his report to the IEC, 
delegate Martin Heiming 
described the role of the 
imperialist government 
embassies: "In this situa­
tion, I call up the Gennan 
ambassador and leave him 
my name, just in case. 
Baron von Mentzingen 
uses this, as I learn the 
next day from the news­
paper, to have minutely 
detailed information on 
me sent over . .from Ger­
many. One day after that I 
can read the result: The 
German lawyer Heiming 
specializes in terrorism, 
his most recent case was 
Kurdish terrorists. At the 
same time, the U.S. 
embassy delivers an ex­
haustive dossier on Dr 
Ocasio, which is also fed 
to the press." 

After leaving Peru, this 
delegation released a report 
analysing the legal issues. 
Because the b'ial was being 
"conducted in flagrant vio­
lation of both Peruvian and 
international law", they 
concluded that any verdict 
or sentence should be 
considered null and void. 

Just how much this first 
delegation hurt the Peru­
vian regime became evi­
dent . several weeks later. 
w~i:ried ~bout his image, 
Fu11mon had at first 
announced that internatio­
nal-observers would not be 
iriterfered with. Apparent-
1 y he thought that the 
extra-legal threats made 
on the first delegates 

Following is the 
statement mod& by 

.. Carlos Lo Torre , fother­
in-low of Dr Ablmoel 
Guzman (Chairman 
Gonzalo) at a press .. 
conference held l:>y the 
International 
Emerg_ency Committee 

Statement of 
Carlos La Torre 

we are raising these 
denunciations here 
today before the inter­
national press. We are 
also here as Peruvian 

• to Detend the Life of 
Abimoel Guzman in 
London 24 September. 
-AWTW 

Gentlemen of the press, 
Dr Abimael Guzman 

is the most powerful 
thinker that has been 
produced by the people · 
of Peru. He is an extra­
ordinary revolutionary 
intellectual and a great 

'We Cannot 
Permit the 

Murder of a 
.. Man of Such 

citizens, as part of the 
Peruvian people and 
the peoples of the 
world. We cannot, we 

·must not, permit this 
sinister murder plot to 
be realised against a 
man of such historical 
stature for Peru and 
the world. 
We protest with all of 

our strength against 
imposing a military 
tribunal and · war 
council " on Dr 
Guzman. We demand 

Stature" 
leader of our people's struggle for 
liberation. Dr Guzman is loved 

: immensely by the poor of Peru and the 
whole world. Even his enemies in Peru 
and on an international level respect 
and recognize his qualities, knowledge 
and magnificent revolutionary capacity. 

It is not surprising that the genocidal 
and coup government of Alberto 
Fujimori, the oppressor and exploiter 
of the Peruvian people, profoundly 
hates him and .has unleashed a sinister 
campaign of ridiculous and vulgar 
slanders against Dr Guzman. This is 
natural, as it is for all regimes which 
represent darkness, backwardness and 
the interests ·of the powerful against the 
oppressed. 

All of the infamies that Fujimori is 
heaping on Dr Guzman have the very 
precise crimi~l objective of creating 
public opinion to leg.alize the 
assassination of Dr GuzmM. 

It is not only as family members that 

that the government of 
Peru respect the legitimate rights of Dr 
Guzman that are expressed in the 
Peruvian constitution and by the 
international treaties that Peru has 
ratified. 

In short, we demand that the 
government of Peru respect the health, 
the physical integrity, the judicial 
rights, and above all, the life of Dr 
Guzman. We are calling upon 
international public opinion, upon the 
world press, upon the International Red 
Cross and similar institutions, upon 
democratic intellectuals, progressives 
and revolutionaries the world over to 
develop an intense and . urgent 
campaign in defence of the life of Dr 
Abimael Guzman. 

We express our deep appreciation 
and pledge our support and activity to 
this Committee which has. been formed 
to defend the life of Dr Abimael 
G~m~. 0 

would be enough to keep 
away any others. Perhaps 
he also thought that the 
verdict closed the ques­
tion, though he himself 
continued to publicly 
threaten Chairman Gon­
zalo's life. The regime 
received a rude surprise 
October 27th, when a 
second delegation of 
Italians, Americans and a 
German appeared iri Lima 
at a press .conference 

along with Dr Crespo. on tourist visas, had been 
Despite Fujimori 's fine taken in a meeting at po­

words, television reports lice headquarters attended 
showed machine-gun 1 1 by high-level police offi­
toting officers hauling , , cials and consular officials 
away the delegates as of the three embassies". In 
soon as they began to order to stifle a new round 
speak. They were taken to of protest against _this, on 
the headquarters of the October 28th the U.S. 
DIN COTE political po- ; ! State Department announ­
lice. According to the . : ced that the delegates had 
Reuters press agency, "the ; been released and were free 
decision to deport the six, : in Lima In fact, they were 
who entered the country still in police custody. The 



following day they were put 
on a plane and expelled to 
Miami, in the U.S. 

But the damage to the 
reactionary regime was 
already done. Peruvian 
television, radio and press 
were saturated with the 
news. The delegates gave 
a successful press con­
ference on their arrival in 
Miami. Millions of people 
in Peru - and across the 
world - became aware of 
this politic al battle. 
Although the delegation's 
planned mission was cut 
short, their mere presence 
in Peru was an unmis­
takable sign that new 
contingents were enlisting 
in the expanding movement 
to defend the life of 
Chairman Gonzalo. The 
verdict had no more closed 
the question for the people 
than it had for the enemy. 

ACTIONS STRETCH 
ACROSS THE GLOBE 

In little more than a 
month, the campaign had 
taken root and spread to 
all continents. From the 
initial phase of contacting 
initiators of the Call and 
organizing a first interna­
tional delegation, various 
forms of activities had 
started to mushroom in a 
number countries. These 
included sending delega­
tions to present demands 
at Peruvian embassies, 
street marches, vigils, 
public meetings, graffiti 
writing, protests against 
the press and collecting 
money for newspaper 
advertisements. Early on, 
a large, spirited march and 
demonsttation was held in 
Kathmandu, Nepal that 
targeted the UN office of 
human rights, with many 
people wearing "Release 
Comrade Gonzalo" T­
shirts. Thousands of pro­
testers marched the fol­
lowing day in New Delhi. 
In Germany 20,000 pos­
ters went up on the walls 
in three languages. In 
Istanbul a local IEC press 

FIRST INTERNATIONAL 
DELEGATION TO PERU 

30 September - 8 October 1992 

Anne-Marie Blanchet-Parodi, French lawyer for 
Algerian militants <!t1ring the war of independence 
against France and later for leaders of the May 1968 
revolt in France 
Peter Erlinder, President-elect of the National Lawyers 
Guild, U.S. 
Martin Heiming, defence lawyer for political prisoners 
in Germany 
Heriberto Ocasio, national spokesperson for the U.S. 
Committee to Support the Revolution in Peru 
Leonard Weinglass, U.S. lawyer who has defended 
political prisoners for decades 

SECOND INTERNATIONAL 
DELEGATION TO PERU 

27-29 October 1992 

Ninia Baehr, author of Abortion Without Apology, U.S. 
Rainer Koch, German lawyer who defends political 
prisoners 
William Martin, Professor of Philosophy from the U.S. 
Professor Massimo de Santi, coordinator of an intema,-. 
tional forum called the People's United Nations, from Italy 
Maria Navarro, delegation translator, from the U.S. 
Giovanna Pagani, professor and president of the Italian 
section of the Women's International League for Peace 
and Freedom 
Rag1p Zarakolu, journalist from Turkey, escaped arrest 
and was able to stay in Peru and to carry out his investi­
gation for the IEC. 

A would-be delegate from Nepal, Dr Baburam Bhattarai, 
applied for a tourist visa and was turned down by the 
Peruvian embassy with the remark, "No one ~rom Nepal 
has ever gone to Peru." . 

conference successf.ully 
took the word of the cam­
paign out to broad num­
bers in Turkey. And in 
Colombia, numerous hu­
man rights and other or­
ganizations were mobilized 
to register their protest to 
the Fujimori regime. 

On the day of Chairman 
Gonzalo's sentencing, 
October 7th, the IEC 
called for an International 
Day of Action that was 
widely taken up: 200 

people demonstrated in 
Stockholm, 300 at Kent 
State University in the 
U.S. and a couple of days 
later 1000 (mainly Turkish 
immigran~s) in Bonn. 
Other actions took place in 
Mexico City, in San 
Diego, San Francisco, and 
New York -in the U.S., in 
London, Paris, Berlin, 
Ham burg and other 
Ger~an cities, and in 
Copenhagen, Denmark. 
Even the Peruvian Embas-
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sy in The Hague, Nether­
lands was not spared. In 
South Africa, students 
protested outside the U.S. 
Consulate in Durban and 
held a meeting in Cape­
town, and in Asia there 
were demonstrations in 
several cities in the Indian 
state of Kerala, as well as 
in Dhaka and other parts 
of Bangladesh, and in 
Canberra, Australia. U.S. 
and other flags as well as 
effigies of Fujimori went 
up in flames in a number 
of these actions, such as 
the lively march through 
Kreuzberg in Berlin, 
which has declared itself a 
sister city with Ayacucho. 
Huge banners were strung 
across the highways in 
Hawaii ~s motorists went 
to work. A radio call-in 
show in Hawaii invited 
U.S. soldiers who resisted 
the war against Iraq to dis­
cuss U.S. intervention in 
Peru. 

The gathering of signa­
tories to the Call also took :a:.. 
on an increasingly mass 
character. In Nepal, a goal ~ 
of a million signatures has f9 
been set and many thou- a 
sands have been collected ~ 
already. A notable excep- 0 
tion outside Peru, many i 
Nepalese newspapers ~ 
have reported on the .... 
events surrounding I 
Chairman Gonzalo. In ~ 
Turkey, after an initial let- CD 
ter of support from 78 
political .prisoners on hun-
ger strike in Izmir, a veri­
table movement began to 
spread inside Turkey's 
dungeons. Many organ­
izations in Turkey have 
enthusiastically taken up 
this campaign, and human 
rights groups are actively 
protesting to the Peruvian 
regime and to their col­
leagues in Amnesty Inter­
national for not interven-
ing decisively. Major 
advertisements have ap­
peared in the Turkish-lan­
guage press in Europe. 
This outpOuring of support 
from Turkey provoked the 
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Lima press, no doubt duti­
fully responding to direct 
military command, to 
slander Gonzalo's Turkish 
supporters abroad as 
"morally corrupt" and 
"drug-dealers"! In Bangla­
desli, numerous ordinary 
people and prominent per­
sonalities have signed. 
Thousands of leaflets have 
gone out in Pakistan, and 
.campaign graffiti have 
begun to appear on· the 
walls of Karachi. 

An open debate went on 
in the Mexican press after 
protests hit the offices of 
La Jornada for its biased 
coverage of Peru; when 
the event was reported in 
its pages, a group of reac­
tionaries wrote a letter 
against the protesters, and 
in tum prominent people 
associated with the cam­
paign there published an 
advertisement signed by 
many intellectuals, mem­
bers of parliament and 
artists. A number of news-

~ papers in· Mexico, inclu­
~ ding the leading daily 
~ Excelsior, also published a 
.... letter to the Peruvian re­l gime written by ten mem-

bers of parliament con­e demoing the violations of 
Q international law in 
~ Abimael Guzman's case. 
o A strong contingent 
;t waving a "Free Chainnan 
~ Gonzalo" banner took part 

in the October 12th dem­
onstrations in Mexico City 
against the 500th anniver­
sary of the European inva­
sion that began with 
Colombus. As the contin­
gent entered the city's cen­
tral plaza, people already 
assembled there began to 
chant spontaneously 
''Peru Yes, Yankees, No!" ' 

In Hamburg, Germany, 
on November 3rd, dem­
onstrators occupied the 
Peruvian Consulate office 
h~lding a huge banne; 
with the comrade's picture 
and the slogan "Move 
Heaven and Earth to 
Defend the Life of 
Chainnan Gonz.alo". For an 

hour, Consulate officials· in Europe. Like the 
were reduced to helplessly People's War in Peru 
- and foolishly - trying · itself~ this campaign has 
to defend the trial's legality. relied.on the self-sacrific-

In some .. places Peruvian ing ~pport of labouring 
ambassadors have been so people. Without it, the 
off ended by actions, let- delegations'and other work 
ters of protest or signa- would not be possible. The 
tori es adding their names call for "One Day's Wages" 

Imperialist Advice from The Economist 

19September1992 

" ... The next stage will be less courteous. Peru's police 
are not gingerly in their methods. An intelligence source 
says the plan, during the 15 days that the police have to 
interrogate Mr Guzman, is to present an increasingly 
humiliated figure (he has already been shown flabbily 
buttoning up his trousers, without his shirt) every few 
days to the public in an attempt to break the myth of the 
unbeatable leader. The show might even include a 
plebiscite about the death penalty for treason, which the 
president says he personally favours, although he knows 
full well that Peruvian law precludes it. 

Instead, Mr Guzman's sentence by a military tribunal 
to life-imprisonment, probably on the prison island of El 
Front6n off the coast of Lima, is expected to come about 
early next month, just weeks before the elections. After 
the elections, according to an anti-terrorist source, 
Mr Guzman might well get ill, "try to escape" or simply 
not receive the daily medicine he needs for his psoriasis 
and other ills. To keep Mr Guzman alive would be a 
huge risk: his escape or rescue~ or a forced swapping for 
some big-wig the Shining Path had kidnapped, would be 
a profound humiliation ... " 

to the Call, they have 
taken to trying to intimi­
date new supporters by 
counter-attacking them in 
writing, visiting them at 
their homes, or organizing 
threatening calls to estab­
lishments that have hired 
out public rooms for cam­
paign support meetings. 

The appeal from the 
International Emergency 
Committee for "One 
Day's Wages to Defend 
the Life of Dr Abimael 
Guzman" has touched a 
deep chord among work­
ing people in many coun­
tries. Several dozen day 
labourers in the city of 
Cochin~··in Kerala, India, 
were among the first to 
make this pledge. There 
was a strong response 
from Turkish workers and 
other immigrant worker~ 

not only helped draw prole­
tarians and other poor and 
exploited people into this 
campaign, it also helped 
make their support and 
internationalist solidarity a 
inaterial force. 

The launching of this 
vigourous international 
campaign in a brief period 
of time, in the face of the 
united efforts of the 
world's reactionary pow­
ers, has not yet stopped 
their heinous and criminal 
schemes but it has already 
stung them badly. As the 
Peruvian regime and its 
masters continue to hatch 
new conspiracies to kill 
Chairman Gonzalo, new 
waves of people are step­
ping forward in what is 
certain to be an increas­
ingly fiercely-fought battle 
to defend his life. D 

The "Tri a I" of 

THE SENTENCING 

The trial of Chairman 
Gonzalo was one of the 
most scandalous of the 
twentieth century. First of 
all, it is outrageous that.a 
leader of the workers and 
peasants fighting a just 
war for their liberation 
should be treated as a 
criminal. Secondly, even 
within the bounds of bour­
geois law, the "trial" was 
nothing more than a naked 
exercise of power, a crimi­
nal violation of what all 
the world's rulers call "the 
rule of law". 

The "trial" consisted of 
little more than a sentenc­
ing --- a sentence that 
Fujimori had already 
announced beforehand: 
isolation for life. Chair­
man Gonzalo is being kept 
in an underground bunker 
which military officials 
have called "his tomb". 

He is to have absolutely 
no communications or 
visitors for at least a year. 
He is also to be forbidden 
any reading or writing 
materials. His glasses have 
been taken from him. His 
lawyer has been informed 
by military officials that 
they will not permit him to 
see Chairman Gonzalo. 
After a year of total isola­
tion he is to be put to 
forced labour with at most 
one visit a month from a 
government-approved 
immediate relative. All 
this amounts to burying 
him alive. 'Fujimori justi­
fies it this' way: "These 
measures may seem very 



Chairman Gonzalo 

A Desperate Farce 

strict, but we took them 
from the U.S. penal code. 
This guarantees that inter­
national bodies cannot 
criticize them." 

But there is every reason 
to fear that the regime has 
no intention of keeping 
Chairman Gonzalo alive at 
all. These conditions only 
make it easier for the 
Peruvian government to 
stage an "illness" or "sui­
cide". As long as no one, 
not even his lawyer, is per­
mitted to see or communi­
cate with him, the authori­
ties have a free hand. This 
intolerable situation makes 
it impossible to know if 
the authorities have al­
ready stirred trying to kill 
him by denying him the 
medicine he needs, or are 
subjecting him to direct 
torture. 

Furthermore, Fujimori 
has reopened the question 
of legal execution for 
Chairman Gonzalo and 
other ·political prisoners. 
Before the trial, Fujimori 
at first had called for exe­
cuting Cfiairman Gonzalo, 
despite the fact that capital 
punishment is forbidden 
by Peru's Constitution. 
Then, after the sentencing, 
he said Peru would with­
draw from the San Jose 
pact, an international trea­
ty by which most Latin 
American governments 
renounced capital punish­
ment. In a speech on 
October 30th before gov­
ernment officials reported 
in the Spanish newspaper 
El Pals, "Fujimori reiterat­
ed his determination to do 

everything possible so that 
Abimael Guzman can be 
executed". 

Fujimori has posed two 
possibilities. One is that 
the case be reopened and 
the death penalty be ap­
plied retroactively, that is, 
that Chairman Gonzalo be 
executed even though the 
death penalty was out­
lawed in Peru at the time 
of his arrest. The other is 
that Chairman Gonzalo be 
held hostage, with the 
threat that he be killed in 
reprisal for unspecified 
future acts committed by 
his "followers". Either one 
of these would be an act 
without precedent in 
modern legal history. 

But the idea does not 
originate from any mad­
ness particular to Fujimori. 
Rather he is responding to 
debate within U.S. ruling 
circles. After the verdict 
and sentencing, William 
Buc~ey, a ·notorious opin­
ion-maker whose advice to 
American presidents is 
often taken, wrote a very 
significant article entitled 
"Unwisely Fated Not To 
Die" criticizing Fujimori 
for "a failure of nerve". 
"[Abimael Guzman] 
should have been shot. ... 
Herewith is a call for the 
execution of Abimael 
Guzman." It should be 
noted that this call was 
issued not in Lima, but in a 
Washington daily. 

THE TRIAL 

The "trial" took place in 
a climate of escalating ter-

ror by the Fujimori re­
gime. Martial law reigns: 
tanks patrolling the streets 
of Lima, soldiers stationed 
everywhere, all media crit­
ical of the government had 
been shut down or were 
occupied by troops. Since 
the September 12th arrest 
of Chairman Gonzalo, 
numerous police raids had 
been carried out in Lima's 
poor neighbourhoods and 
surrounding shanty towns, 
with manhunts of pre­
sumed PCP leaders and 
massive arrests of sus­
pected PCP supporters. 

The trial was held on the 
island military base of San 
Lorenzo, off the coast of 
Lima. It is likely that the 
Navy was given the privi­
lege of conducting it be­
cause many of its top of­
ficers are from feudal 
landowning families, and 
their hatred of the rebel­
ling peasant masses led by 
Chairman Gonzalo is 
intensely personal. Of 
course, the Peruvian Navy 
have never fought anyone 
but the Peruvian people 
for over a century. Their 
Marines have distin­
guish~d themselves in tor­
ture and other methods of 
counter-insurgency. 

The military tribunal 
itself was conducted in the 
strictest secrecy. The 
judges, like everyone else 
in the courtroom but the 
defendant and his lawyer, 
were all Navy officers, 
and thus under Fujimori's 
direct orders as command­
er in. chief. He supervised 
the spectacle on closed-
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circuit television from an 
adjacent room. The judges 
and their assistants all 
wore black hoods, alleged­
ly to protect themselves 
against reprisals. Some 
newspaper accounts say 
they bellowed their ques­
tions. Others say they 
wore electronic devices to 
diston their voices. Every­
thing about the way this 
drama was staged points 
to a conscious attempt to 
recreate tlie terror of the 
Spanish Inquisition, in 
which heretics were 
burned at the stake. 

Chairman Gonzalo's :bit 
lawyer, Alfredo Crespo, ~O 
who is liead of the Asso­
ciation of Democratic f9 
Lawyers, was led into the tl 
room blindfolded. He was d 
made to sit behind a sheet ;e 
of thick glass (as though ::! 
the judges were in danger .... 
from him). For 15 min- 52 

~ utes, he was allowed to " 
communicate with his ; 
client across the room by 
telephone. This was the 
first and last time-4.h·ey 
were allowed to discuss 
the case. 

The trial lasted only a 
few hours. Chairman 
Gonzalo was seated on a 
chair in the middle of a 
small steel cage. He was 
interrogated exclusively 
about his political and ide­
ological convictions, mak­
ing it clear that it was the 
revolution itself that was 
on trial. Press rePQrts indi­
cate that Chairman 
Gonzalo proudly accepted 
the responsibility for lead­
ing the PCP and refused to 
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accept the legitimacy of which Dr Crespo flatly 
this court A Lima news- rejected, he began to. re­
paper reported that ceive anonymous death 
Chairman Gonzalo "gave threats aimed at himself, 
a three and a half hour his family and colleagues. 
speech which threw the ~ 

civilian violates Peruvian 
law, notably Article 282 of 
the Peruvian Constitution 
and Articles 1 and 2 of the 
~Preliminary Title of Peru's 
Basic Law of Military 
Justice. courtroom into disorder". 

Dr Crespo had been told 
of the trial date and the 
general charges only two 
days beforehand. It was 
only after the trial was 
over that he was. briefly 
allowed to see a copy of 
the indictment, to which 
he was instructed to 
respond immediately in 
writing if he wanted to 
appeal Chairman Gon­
zalo's conviction. He was 
not permitted to communi­
cate about this defence 
with his client. Since the 
indictment is still secret 
and the lawyer is not al­
lowed to reveal its con­
tents, it is not clear exactly 
what the charges were, 
although the press has said 
that there were no specific 
charges whatsoever. One 

~ Lima newspaper account 
81 says the supporting file 
0> accompanying the indict­
~ ment contained nothing 
~ but Chairman Gonzalo's 
;:: writings and other PCP 
~ documents. Dr Crespo had 
Q been forbidden to divulge 
~ any of the details of the 
~ case and the trial to any­
:iii one, ever. 
.q: By October 7th, the 

expected verdict was 
released: guilty of "treason 
to the fatherland". A week 
later, the Military Supreme 
Council of Justice reaf­
firmed the decision. The 
government announced 
that all possible appeals 
had been exhausted and 
the sentence was defini­
tive. But apparently it was 
definitive only for the 
defence, since it was then 
that Fujimori reopened the 
question of the death 
penalty. 

The military then in­
formed Dr Crespo that 
Chairman Gonzalo no 
longer had a lawyer. As if 
to enforce this decision, 

THE FINDINGS OF 
THE FIRST 

DELEGATION 

The four lawyers of the 
first delegation were 
Leonard Weinglass and 
Peter Erlinder of the U.S., 
Anne-Marie Blanchet­
Parodi of France and 
Martin Heiming of Ger­
many. Their findings 
concluded that the trial 
was "null and void" 
because it violated the 
Peruvian Constitution, 
Peruvian faw and interna­
tional law. 

They based this on three 
main points: 

• The trial was secret, 
closed to the media, the 
public, family members, 
legal observers and in fact 
everyone but the judges 
and court personnel. The 
report called this a viola­
tion of the International 

. Declaration of Human 
Rights, Articles 10 and 11, 
and the American Con­
vention on Human Rights. 

•The trial was conduct­
ed by a military tribunal, 
in violation of the right to 
an independent judicial 
process guaranteed by 
Resolutions 40/32 and 
40/146 of the United 
Nations. Because the 

• The entire process 
"violates Protocol II of the 
1977 Addenda to the 
Geneva Convention of 
1949 to which Peru is a 
signatory, and which, like 
other international treaties, 

'·has been recognized by 
the Fujimori government 
in Decree 25418". 

The Geneva Conven­
tions cover the rights of 
prisoners of war, as well 
as persons detained in "an 
armed conflict not of an 
international character". 
Protocol II further defines 
an "armed conflict" as that 
waged by "organized 
armed groups" under "a 
responsible command". 
People detained in such 
conflicts may be held pri-. 
soner until the end of the 
conflict but may not be 
punished for having risen 
in arms. Protocol II also 
defines the minimum legal 
standards to apply in cases 
where the government 
puts any detainees on trial . 

It prohibits outrages on 
personal dignity, in parti­
cular humiliating and 
degrading treatment. The 
delegation found that this 
was violated by "the dis­
play of Dr Guzman in a 
cage and his being subjec­
ted to verbal abuse in an 
apparent attempt to de­
grade him". 

Peruvian Armed Forces This Protocol also stipu­
are directly confronting lates that an accused per­
the PCP, bringing the son must be charged with 
Chairman of the PCP specific crimes, which was 
before a military tribunal not the case with Chair­
violates the legal principle man Gonzalo. He must be 
that. no one can serve as presumed innocent. Since 
both judge and party to a Fujimori announced the 
conflict at the same time. outcome of the trial before 
Furthermore, as pointed it even started, it cannot be 
out in the report to the IEC claimed that Chairman 
by delegate Parodi, impos- · Gonzalo was given the 
ing a military trial ·on a presumption of innocence. 

The accused must also be 
given the right to defend 
himself. 

New York lawyer 
Leonard Weinglass put it 
this way, "Fujimori an­
nounced the sentence 
before the trial began. We 
found that was a violation 
of basic due process. In 
addition, no witnesses 
were allowed to be called. 
His attorney had 15 
minutes to consult with 
him before the trial began. 
And he wasn't even ques­
tioned on matters that 
were in dispute in the 
case. He was merely ques­
tioned on ideology. Sci 
what you had was ~ sham 
proceeding, not even an 
inquiry, not even a trial." 

Blanchet-Parodi also 
points out that Fujimori's 
decrees under which 
Chairman Gonzalo was 
tried, in addition to viola­
ting the Peruvian Consti­
tution and international 
law, are not even consis­
tent with themselves. 
Fujimori 's decree that 
"crimes of treason" would 
be tried by a military tri­
bunal was to come into 
effect September 16th, 
whereas Chairman Gon­
zalo was arrested Sep­
tem her 12th. His trial by 
the military after being 
arrested by the police also 
is an infraction of. the 
Peruvian law that says the 
police are not authorized 
to arrest civilians for mili­
tary offences. 

"We therefore con­
clude", the four lawyers 
wrote, "that the current 
trial of Dr Abimael 
Guzman and the six politi­
cal prisoners [arrested 
with him] is being con­
ducted in violation of 
international law to which 
Peru is bound and must be 
stopped at once. Any ver­
dict 01 sentence in any 
resulting proceeding 
should· »be considered null 
and vc;>,id as a matter of 
international law." D 
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-Call to Create an International 
Emergency Committee to Defend the 
Life of Dr Abimael Guzman 

,., 

1· 

0 n September 12th Dr Abimael Guzman, 
known as Chairman Gonzalo of the 
Communist Party of Peru, was captured 

by the Fujimori regime of Lima, with the full 
assistance of the U.S. 's notorious counter­
insurgency machine. 

There is every reason to fear for the life of 
Dr Abimael Guzman at the hands of one of the 
world's bloodiest governments. The Peruvian 
state has repeatedly murdered its political 
prisoners, from the hundreds killed at the 
El Fronton massacre of 1986 to the 40 women 
and men gunned down in cold blood at Canto 
Grande prison in May of this year. The Peruvian 
Constitution has been suspended, and Fujimori is 
threatening to impose the death penalty on 
Dr Abimael Guzman. 

This must not be allowed to hapP3n. 
No knowledgeable and truthful observer of 

Peru, regardless of their political belie1s, can 
deny that Dr Abimael Guzman is the recognized 
leader of millions of peasants, workers, students, 
intellectuals and others of various walks of life in 
Peru. In no way can the twelve year long war he 
has been leading be dismissed as "acts of 
terrorismu. In no way can Dr Guzman be denied 
the· stature of a captured leader of a 
revolutionary party and army. Dr Abimael 
Guzman merits the broad international support 
that all imprisoned opponents of imperialism 
ancl reactionary regimes have always benefitted 
from. He should be allowecl access to lawyers, 
journalistS and doctors to ensure his health. 

It is urgent that many voices be heard to 
clemancl that the Peruvian state respect the 
international conventions concerning the treatment 
of political prisoners. That a military tribunal 
cannot be legally competent. That the life of 
Dr Abimael Guzman be saved. 

SIGNATORIES 

This list is necessarilr 
incomplete as the IEC 
reports that they are 
receiving hundreds of 
names and word of thou­
sands more from many 
countries; due to the emer­
gency nature of this cam­
paign there ore also 
bound to be errors and 
perhaps even important 
owrsights, and we apolo­
gize fOr these. Please note 
that in most cases it is the 
individuals and not the 
organizations they are a 
part of who have signed 
ihe call. -AWTW 

Kamruclclin Absar, revolutionary 
singer, Bangladesh 
Mumia Abu-Jamal, p<llilical 
prisoner on death rON, U.S. 
Dr Krishna Adhikari, medical 
office of Tribhuvan University 
Teaching Hospital, Nepal 
Buland Al-Haidari, poet, vice­
presidenl of Iraqi Democratic 
Association, Britain 
Reza Allamezaclh, Iranian film 
director i 
Dalal Al-Mufti, sculptress, head of 
Iraqi Democratic Association, Britain 
Arif Alwan, playwright, Iraq 

~ $ushil C. Amatya, President, 
Notional Teachers Association, Nepal 
Ca~ Andreas, author d When 
Women Rebel, U.S. 
Ru~ Antoine, Publisher & Editor 
in Cllief of Caribbean Globe news· 
paper, Miami, Florido, U.S. 
Roberto Armiio. SolvcidOfon 
poet, Paris, Fronce 
Mehmet Ali Aybar, General 
Secretory, Socialist Revolution Porty, 
member Bertrand Russell War Crimes 
Tribunal, 1 Q66, Turkey 
Aydin Aybay, ProfeSSOf of Political 

.. ~cience, University of Istanbul, Turkey 
Nina Baehr, a4rha of Abortion 
Without Apology, University of 
Hawaii Womens Center, U.S. 
Dr Bani-Sadr, ex:President of Iran 

Nihat Behram, writer, Turkey 
Dr Younos Parsa Benab, Iranian 
lecturer, Strayer College, U.S. 
Tony Benn, Member of Parliament, 
House of Commons, labour Porty, 
Briloin 
Dr Baburam Bhattarai, orchi· 
tect/deslgner, Nepal 
lone Biggs, post President, Women 
Speak Out (Cleveland branch d 
Women's International league for 
Peace and Freedom). U.S. 

Govincla Biyog( President, Nepal 
Journalist Association, Nepal 
Anne-Mario Blanchet-Parodi, 
lawyer, Paris, Fronce (membe d First 
lneno!ionol Delegation t> Perul 
Emmannuel Boutterin, 
President, Alumni Association of the 
School of journalism and 
Communications d Marseilles, 
Fronce 
Francis A. Boyle, Professor of )aia 
International low, University of Illinois, 
Champaign, U.S. ~ 
Bill Bowring, Chairman, Haldane :1:1 
Society of Socialist lawyers, London, r­
Briloin tJ 
Marprie Broaclbont, Federated ~ 
Teocners Union of Victoria, Auslrolio O 
Victor Ca~nter, Senior Minister, ~ 
u~~. Unitarian Church, Son Fronciso, :E 
Javier Centeno, Federal ~ 
Representative, Mexico IS 

- Jim Caims, former Deputy Prime ~ 
Minister of Australia Q) 

John Chancllor, Executive Director, 
Peace Campaign, SeoHle, U.S. 
Barbara Christian'; Professor of 
African American Studies, Univefsily 
d California, Berkeley, U.S. 
Genevieve Clancy, Professor of 
Philosophy, SOfbonne, Paris, Fronce 
Ramsey Clark, former Attorney 
General Of the U.S. 
Ron Clark, Director, Whitney 
Museum Independent Studies, New 
York, U.S. 
Stanley Cohen, lawyer, U.S. 

Raphael Constant, Morliniquon 
lov..yer, Fronce 

Luigi Cortesi, hislaian, director d 
the magazine Giano, Italy 

Dr Draw Cottle, lecturer in 
Hislory, l:Jniversity gf Western Sydney, 
Australia 

Mary Belvins Cox, lawyer, 
Notional Conference of Black 
l~rs, News Dimensions, 
WoShington D.C., U.S. 

Dr Massimo cle Santi, 
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Coordinator of lnlernotionol FORUM 
UNO. of lhe Peoples, Italy (member 
of Second lnlernotionol Delegation to 
Peru) 
Gilles Deleuze, Professor of 
Philosophy and writer, Paris, Fronce 
Kasthoori Devan, Convenor, """ 
Yuvo Kerolo Munnani, Indio 
Manha N. Dhaubhaclel, profes· 
sor, Tribhuiion University, Nepal 
Bashuc:lev Dhungana, Senior 
Advocate, ex·President, Nepal Bar 
Association 
Hatip Dicle, Member of Parliament 
(HEP Porty). Turkey 
Carl Dix, notional spokesman, 
Revolutionary Communist Porty USA 
Joe Doem, N'lohowk citizen, New 
York, U.S. 
Ferdinando Dubla, historian, Italy 
Reverend Peter H.F. Duncan, 
Vicar, Saint John's Church, North 
Woolwich, Brilain 
Craig Everson, IClWf.er, Aboriginol 
Legal Service Ltd., Canberra, 
/\ustralia 
Deborah Felton, Women's 
Studies, Australian National University 
I.avarice Cauclin, Haitian activist, 
VEYEYO, Miami, U.S. 
Prof John Gerassi, oulhor of The 
Great Fear in Latin America, U.S. 
Lewis Goclena, Carpenters Local 
I 07. Massachusetts, independent 
candidate for U.S. Congress 
Enrique Gonzalez Ruis, 
researcher, Notional Autonomous 
University of Mexico 
K.P.R. Gopala, revolutionary 
political prisioner sentenced to death 
under British rule, later released, Indio 
Bemie Grant, fv'lember d 
Parliament, House of Commons, 
Labour Porty, Britain 

Claudio Grimalcli, actor, Italy 
Andreas Gntss, lawyer, 
Wiesbaden, Germany 
Mr and Mrs H. G11»swami, 
musicians, Tower·Homlet Sonotown 
Association, Britain 
Dr Michaol Hadfield, Professor 
of Zoology. University of Hawaii, 
U.S. 
BehNOZ Haclhi, Iranian former 
political prisoner and writer 
Hamidul Haque, President, 
Organization lo Uphold the Nv:Jrtyr 
Revolutionaries and Patriots, 
Bangladesh 

Dr Masud Hasan, Vic~president, 
Central Students Union, 
Jahongirnogor University, Bangladesh 

Dr A. Hassanpour, University of 
Windsor, Canada 

Mushaq Hossain, General 
Secretory, Jotiyo Juba Joie (Notional 
Youth Organization). Bangladesh 
Chrissie Hyncle, musician, The 
Pretenders, lfritain 

Safiqul Islam, journalist, 
Bangladesh 

V.R. Krishna Iver, Justice (retired) 
of the Supreme Court of Indio 

Qutaiba Janabi, filmmaker, Iraq 
R. Jilani, Director, Asian Studies 
Department, Toynbee Hall, Britain 
Saban Iba, General Secretory of 

I 968 Institute, Turkey 
Eric Jackson, lawyer, pri59n rights 
activist, Michigan, U.S. 
Zuhair Jazairi, writer, Iraq 
Grace ·Jones, coordinator, free 
Sooth Africa Mo.-ement, Ohio, U.S. 
Mosbah Kamal, Secretory, UK 
Consolidation, Workers Porty of 
Bangladesh 
Asok Karmokar, artist, 
Bangladesh 
Nasim Khaksar, Iranian writer 
Baclri Prasacl Khatiwacla, 
human rights activist, ex·President, 
Notionolleachers Association, 
Nepal 
Zenzile Khoisan, Sourh African 
exile, producer •Africa Report,• 
WBAI Radio, New York, U.S. 
Frank Kirkland, Professor of 
Philosophy, Hunter College, U.S. 
Hans Koning, author of 
Columbus: lis Enepise, &pa:Jirg he 
Mf#t,U.S. 
Doependra a. Kshetri, 
Economist, Member of National 
Development Council, Nepal 
Linton Kwozi Johnson, musi· 
cion, Britain 
Farah Juste, Haitian recording 
artist, •nte voice of those wilhout 
voice·, U.S. 
Ercan Kanar, Choir, Human Rights 
Organization, Istanbul, Turkey 
Nasim Khaksar, Iranian writer 
Charles Kilduff, Former Chief 
Justice of the Australian Srote Territory 
Maina Wa Kinyatti, former 
Kenyan political prisoner. U.S. 
Jan Kirsch, M.D •. Member. Boord 
of Directors of Physicians for Social 
Responsibility, U.S. 
William Kunstler, lawyer, Center 
for Constitutional Rights, New York 
City, U.S. 
Hubert Jabot, Guodeloupan 
lawyer, Fronce 
Carlos ancl Delia La Torre, 
father· and mother·in·law d 
Dr Abimoel Guzman, in exile for 
12 years 
Ranien» La Vallo, Member of 
Parliament, Italy 
James Lafferty, Executive 
Director, Notional Lawyers Guild, Los 
Angeles Chapter, U.S. 
Erik Larsen, G.I. resister to Gulf 
Viar, U.S. 

Kenny Leon, Artistic Director, 
Alliance Theatre, Adonto, U.S. 
Raymond Lotta. author of 
America in Decline, U.S. 
Faisal Luaibi, pointer, Iraq 
Father Lawrence Lucas, priest, 
Romon Catholic Archdiocese of New 
York, author d Black P1iest, White 
Church, U.S. 
Suresh Alo Magar, Lecturer, 
General Secretory, Nepal federation 
Qf Nationalities, Nepal 
N.C. Mammootty, General 
Secretory, Yuva Kola Sahiti, Ket"alo, 
Indio 

Michael Mansfield Q.C., 
Defence lawyer for Cord~f 3, presen· 
fer of 1V documentaries, Britain • 

Ludo Martens, Gener9I Secretory, 

Porty of Labour, Belgium 
Anclree Michel, sociologist, Direc~ 
0t cJ Research, CNRS, Paris, France 
Professor Paul Millioz, M.D. 
(retired), Paris, f ranee 
Tanvir Mokammol, film director 
FrOf!! Bangladesh 
M. Moosha, l~er. Convenor of 
the Revolutionary People's Mo.-ement, 
South Africa 
Clauclino Nahori, lawyer (retired). 
Paris, Fronce 
Aziz Nesin, Political satirist, writer, 
Turkey 
Heriberto Ocasio, Committee to 
Support the Revolution in Peru, U.S. 
(member cJ First International 
Delegation to Peru) 
William O'Donnell, Pastor, Saint 
Joseph !he Worker, Berkeley, 
California, U.S. 
Giovanna Pagani, President, 
Women's International league For 
Peace end Freedom, Italy, Consultant 
ro United Notions ECOSOC, 
UNCTAD and UNESCO (member of 
Second International Delegation to 
Peru) 
Jorge Palacios, former Chairman 
d Philosophy Deportment, University 
of Chile, Santiago 
Parizat. poetess and no.-elist, vice­
F>resident, Human Rights 
Organization, Nepal 
Jeff Paterson, first U.S. soldier to 
refuse to serve in Gulf War, U.S. 
Biswa N. Pathak, lecturer, 
Tibhuvon University, Nepal 
Siwan Porwer, Kurdish singer 

Molefe Pheto, Secretory for 
Education and Culture, Block 
Consciousness Movement of Azania, 
Central Commmittee., Britain 
Felico Pignataro, pointer. Italy 
Gordon Poole, historian. Italy 
Sushil Pyakurol. Human Rights 
activist, Nepal 
Dr Geralyn Pyo, Discipline cJ 
Politics, Flinders University of Southern 
Australia 
Massoud Rahimi. Pro.-isionol 
Coordinator, IEC, London, Britain 
A. Rahman, singer, Bangladesh 
Hafizur Rahman, Member 
Senate ·committee, Johongirnagor 
University, Bangladesh 
Shaheen Rahman. Road 
Transport Workers Union, Bangladesh 
Leonardo Albino Ramos, pro­
fessor, Mexico 
Michael Ray, lawyer, President, 
So. Florida Chapter Notional 
Lawyers Guild. U.S. 
Bert Reese, Gulf Humonilclion Relief 
ktivist, Seattle, Woshingm, U.S. 
John Roicl, Deputy Director, Institute 
for Aboriginal Devefopment, Australia 
Shah Ahmed Reza, Editor of 
Anuso1an, Bangladesh 
Paolo Ro11i, artist, Italy 

Alan Ro11man, lowyer, 
Cleveland, Ohio, U.S. 
Rick Rothschiller, Exec. Director, 
People's Fund; choir, Sane Nuclear 
freeze, Hawaii, U.S. · 

John Rutherford, Secretory, 
Plumbers and Gosfitters Employees 

Union, Victoria Branch, Australia 
Tim Ryan, Secretory of food 
Preservers Employees Union, Australia 
Dr Ali Sacloghi, nuclear scientist, 
Ronjboron Porty, Iron 
llyas Salman, film oclor, Turkey 
Abbas Samakar, lronion 
filnvnoker 
N. Sanmugathasan, General 
Secretory, Ceylon Communist Porty 
[Maoist) 
Reverend Paul Sa~ar, 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, 
Berkeley, California, U.S. 
Jens Scheer, professor, University 
of Bremen, Germany 
Professor Syclnoy Selwyn, 
Professor of MicrobiOlogy, Uriiversity 
of London, Britain 
Ahmacl Shamloo, poet, Nobel 
Prize nominee, Iran 
Krishna P. Shivakoti, journalist, 
Secretory of FOPHUR, Nepal • 
Shyram Shrostha, journalist, 
Nepal '' 
Shamim Sikcler, sculptress, 
Bangladesh 
Josi Maria Sisson, Chairmen, 
Boord of Directors, International 
Studies of the Philippines 
A. Sivanand, Editor of Race and 
Closs, London 
Giovanni Russo Spena, 
Member of Parliament, Italy 
Christopher D. Stanley, lawyer, 
Clevelona, Ohio, U.S. 
Hugh Stephens, lnrernotionol War 
Crimes Tribunal, London, Britain 
Dr Shamsul Tabriz, General 
Secretary, Central Students Union, 
Jahongirnogor University, Bangladesh 
Emdacl Tallukclor, Bengali 
Cultural forum, Toynbee Holl, Britain 
Serror Tanilli, Prdessor of 
Contemporary Turkish Cultural 
History, Strasbourg University, 
Germany 
Saadi limini, architect, Iraq 
Frances Vigliolmo, Church 
Women United, Hawaii, U.S. 
Kiki Wainwright, Haitian poet, 
recording artist, Miami, U.S. 
John Edgar Wideman, author, U.S. 
Prof. Shakh Abclul Wideman, 
Dhoko University, Bangladesh 
~o Weber, New York 
Theological Seminary. U.S. 
Ra91p Zarakolu, journalist, TurkE¥ 

AMONG THE GROUP 
SIGNATORIES RECEMD: 
Black ~ers Association. 
South Africa 
Comitlt Sol-Pltrou, Fronce 
Committee to Support tho 
People's War in Peru, 
Mexico, D.F 
Committee to Support the 
People's War in Peru, Spain 

F"19ht Racisml Fight 
lmperiali1ml/ Revolutionary 
Communist GNUp, Britain 
Gnlp YORUM, Turkish musical 
group 
La l.'olria latlical, newspaper of 
the Puerto Rican Notional liberation 



Movement (MLN) 
Latin America Solidarity 
Coaa•adttee, Am/J./'w, M.ichgcn, U.S. 
Movimionto Popular 
Dominicano (MPD·ML), 
Dominican Republic 

Pri~ l•al New•, monthly 
newsletter from Nonroe Washington 
Prison, U.S. 
Save Gonzalo Committoo, 
Indio 
Save Gonzalo Committoo, 
Nepal 
Society of Black Lawyers, 
Brixton, Britain 
Solidarity Council for 
Peruvian Paoplo's War, 
Bangladesh 
S~ the U.S. War Machine 
Action Group, Hawaii, U.S. 
Vietnam Veterans Against the 
War (Anti-Imperialist), Hawaii, 
U.S. 
12 artists from the Whitney 
Museum Student Artists 
Program, New York, U.S. 
64 autoworkers, Ford plant in 
Detroit, Michigan U.S. 
31 homeless ~lo occupying 
Pacifico Hotel, Seattle, Washington, 
U.S. 
8 iournalists, Italy 
19 iournalists, Bangladesh 
83 members of Elazig Human 
Rights Association, Turkey 
90 Members of Parliament, 
Nepal 
10 Members of Parliament, 
(HEP Party), Turkey 
5 members of tho Armenian· 

Azerbaiiani Friendship 
Association 
48 poets, Turkey 
90 political prisoners on hun· 
ger strike from Buco prison, 300 
from Elozig Prison, 75 from Molotyo 
E·type prison, Turkey 
4· pro!essors in Black and 
Latin American Studies, Hunter 
College, U.S. 
9 students, New York Theological 

Seminary, New York, U.S. 

10 students, Toulouse, France 

13 students, Elezig Firot University, 
Turkey 

233 students, Dhaka, 
Jahangirnogor and other universities, 
Bonglodesn 

5 students, members, Haitian 
Student Association, Queens 
College, New York, U.S. 
200 Turkish garment and 
other workers, Paris, Fronce 

Moro than ton thousand 
people have signocl the call in 
Nepal 
Emergency Committees to Defend the 
life ol Dr Abimoel Guzm6n exist in 
many countries. Readers who would 
like to make contact with one in their 
area ore invited to get in touch with 
the London !EC office: 

Tel/fax: (44) (71) 482.()853. 
Aclclrast BCM IEC, 27 Old 
Gloucester Street, London WC l N 3XX, 
UK 0 
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protest from 
around the world 

The IEC and 

AW7Whave 

received a number 

of statements, 

letters, messages 

and so on from a 

wide variety of 

forces that have 

come forward to 

protest the attacks 

on Chairman 

Gonzalo and the 

PCP. We have 

excerpted some 

of these to give an 

idea of how this 

campaign spread. 

•Fujimori stated that there would be no international opposition 
to the sentence of Dr Guzman.• 

From 90 Memllen of 
Parllament In Nepal 

"We demand the imme­
diate release of Chairman 
Gonzalo!" 

From Dr Bani Sadr, 
former President of 
Iran 
Letter lo Fujimori 

"The act which I have 
observed in the media, of 
enclosing Mr Guzman in a 
cage and presenting this 
spectacle to the world, is 
an act which goes beyond 
human behaviour. 
If you wish to end the 

violence, respect Human 
Rights." 

From 78 polltlcal 
prlsonen from 
Devrlmlcl Sol, the 
TDKP/GKB, the TIKB 
and DR on hunger -
strike In Buca prison, 
Turkey 
Leiter lo the /EC 

"Fifty-eight people were 
seriously injured during an 
attack on our cells by poli­
ce and gendarmes on 14 
September 1992. Because 
of this attack, 78 political 
hostages have begun a 
hunger strike of unlimited 
duration. Ou.r rights as 
political hostages, which 
are guaranteed by interna­
tional human rights trea­
ties, have been suspended 
by the prison authorities 
with the full knowledge of 
the regi~e. In this way all 
our possibilities to live are 
eliminated~ The prison has 

II Comerclo 
2 October 1992 

been transformed into a 
dungeon out of the Middle 
Ages ... 

... In the world today, 
political hostages are 
being tortured and murde-
red in the fascist and 
imperialist countries. This 
continues. Dr Guzman, 
who is the leader of the 
Communist Party of Peru, 
and was treated in an inhu­
man way following his 
arrest is one example of ~ 
J.his. The fascist Fujimori ~ 
dictatorship is doing O 
everything in its power to fl! 
eliminate Dr Guzman. O 

We, the revolutionary a 
hostages from Turkey 
whose signatures appear ~ 
below, protest against the :Z: 
fascist Fujimori dictator- ~ 
ship and wish the commit- ~ 
tee that was formed to free ~ Q) 
Dr Guzman success. 
Please send comrade 
Guzman ouf revolutionary 
greetings." 

From 300 polltlcal 
prisoners In Elazlg 
prison, Turkey 
Stolemenl dicloled to their 
lawyer 

They protest the arrest 
and expulsion of the 
second international dele­
gation and condemn 
Amnesty International for 
not being concerned about 
Abimaer Guzman, his 
lawyer and the condition 
of prisoners in Turkey. 
They call on world public 
opinion to be vigilant on 
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these issues, to give full 
support to the IEC and call 
on all political prisoners 
behind prison walls in· 
Turkey to step forward in 
solidarity with hbimael 
Guzman. 

From the Committee 
to Support the 
Revolutlo11 111 Peru, 
Mexico 
Statement 

" ... [Iln the face of these 
torturers and before the 
whole world, Chairman 
Gonzalo took a firm stand. 
With his fist in the air, he 
gave a defiant and very 
clear speech ... and when 
the cops began to sing the 
national anthem, Guzman 
responded by singing 
'Arise ye prisoners of star­
vation, arise ye wretched 
of the earth'. According to 
a reporter for the Mexican 
newspaper La J ornada 
who was present, 'Despite 
the uproar, the Inter­
nationale rang out with 
full force.' 

From Mlchael 
Ma11aflelcl, clefencler 
of the Blnnlngham 6 
ancl the Cardiff 3, 
Britain 
leller to Fu;imori 

"I wish to strongly pro­
test the detention and sub­
sequent deportation from 
Peru of the second delega­
tion of six delegates who 
had arrived lo protest the 
case of Dr Abimael 
Guzman. Such actions 
reveal the true nature of 
your regime and its judi­
cial process." 

Fro111 Mumla Allu­
.lamal (polltlcal 
prisoner In U.S. 
prison facing 
execution) 
Excerpted article 

" .. .Since 1980, wh~µ the 
Maoist guerrilla, Sendero 

. Luminoso (Shining Path) 
launched its war against 
the state, the West, 
through its agents and 
agencies in Peru, has been 

angling for the liquidation 
of the largely Indian pea­
sants' army, for fear its 
fire of anti-Western, anti­
capitalist revolution would 
spread to other Sol!_th 
American countries with 
majority or substantial 
Indian populations. Unlike 
many other guerrilla 
(focos) that arose in South 
America since the 1960s, 
Sendero had its deepest 
roots in the Quechua­
speaking peasanb)' .... 

... The recent arrest of 
Abimael Guzman (nom de 
guerre, Presidente Gon­
zalo), Chairman of the 
Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of Peru, 
occurred against this back­
drop of dictatorial rule. 
His 'trial' was by a judge 
and prosecutor in hoods, 

· while he stood in a glass­
covered cage, and where 
the only questions to the 
defendant had to do with 
party ideology and 
Sendero structure. 

So 'outre' is Sendero, 
and so demonized its 
Chairman, that many of 
the West's alleged human 
rights groups have been 
conspicuous by their 
silence. Presumably, 
Guzman is not a human, 
and thus has no righlS .... " 

From a retired 
Supreme court Justice 
In lnclla 
Leifer to Amnesty International 

"The facts [we arc] hear­
ing from Peru are very 
concerning. We are very 
sorry to know that it is in 
the presence of AI where 
these atrocities are com­
mitted. You must immedi­
ately intervene in the 
violation of international 
law and justice by 
President Fujimori in the 
case of [a] movement to 
reinstate the death penalty, 
'slowly killing' of Dr 
Abimael Guzman by 
extreme conditions in the 
prison ..... " 

From Stuclents 
Emergency Committee 
for the Defence of 
Guzman'• Life, South 
Africa 
Rep01t lo the /EC 

... "Fujimori's acts are not 
strange to us as South 
Africans... The South 
African masses have waged 
the struggle against an 
oppressive and exploitative 
regime and its horrendous 
acts and it is in this light 
that SRG; AZASCO, 
WOSA (Student wing) and 
the Revolutionary Watch­
dogs have decided to fonn 
a committee which is going 
to embark on a campaign to 
save the life of Comrade 
Gonzalo. 

We have sent the press 
statement out and are 
about to call meetings of a 
broad range of forces .... 

... There was a meeting at 
the University of Durban­
Westville on October 6th 
and a demonstration out­
side the U.S. Consulate in 
Durban yesterday. 

.. .In Capetown a.. meeting 
was held on October 7th. 
People are faxing letters of 
protest to Fujimori." 

From Group of 
lranlan Refugees In 
Flnlancl 
Leifer lo Fujimori 

"We are opposed to the 
illegal trial of leader 
Gonzalo and we are deeply 
worried about his health. 
Leader Gonzalo is not only 
an ordinary person but also 
he is considered as the lea­
der of millions of labourers 
and farmers around the 
world. We demand justice 
for his legal rights and the 
secwity of his life. We sup­
port the 'International 
Emergency Committee' for 
the protection of his life.'~ 

From the group, For 
the Organizing of 
lnternatlonallst 
Lesbian Women, 
Germany 
leaflet 

" ... They are making pre­
parations to force through 
changes in the Peruvian 

Constitution, which out­
laws the death penalty, in 
order to kill Gonzalo. This .. 
would not be the first 
assassination of political 
prisoners in Peru, a state 
which in 1986 ... murdered 
hundreds of prisoners in El 
Fronton, and which killed 
40 women and men in 
Canto Grande this year .... 

... Women are a strong 
component part of the 
PCP and occupy important 
posts within it. Since the 
founding of the People's 
Guerrilla Army some units 
were formed mostly by 
women and there are 
many wqmen party leaders 
and commanders .... 

. .. As internationalist 
feminists we support the 
struggle of the Peruvian 
women for their own libe­
ration and for the Peruvian 
people as a whole .... 

... While we maintain onr 
own positions, let us take 
part in this international 
campaign against the mur­
der of Abimael Guzman!" 

From former Deputy 
Prime Minister of 
Australla 
lei/er lo Fu;imori 

" ... We in Australia are 
watching very closely 
your governmenCs actions 
against Dr Guzman, and 
we hold your government 
entirely responsible if any 
harm comes to Dr 
Guzman or his lawyer 
Alfredo Crespo. 

Your threat to pull out of 
the San Jose Convention 
and declaring Peru is 
going to withdraw from 
the Inter-American court 
shows you and your 
government have com­
plete disregard for the 
interests of human rights 
and international law. We 
condemn you for this and 
can only remind you that 
there are many thousands 
of people in Australia who 
are repulsed by the actions 
of your government re­
garding the inhumane and 
unjust treatment of Dr 



Guzman and the many 
other political prisoners .... " 

From the Puerto 
Rican newspaper, &a 
Patria aacllcal 
Excerpled orlicle 
" ... This arrest was made 
possible in collaboration 
with the counterinsurgent 
machinery maintained by 
the United States govern­
ment in Peru .... 

.. .In the liberated zones· 
of Peru, the poor and 
humble have begun to 
savour that which a free 
and sovereign people are 
capable of accomplishing 
with a planned economy. 
It is possible that the 

Peruvian military govern­
ment, whose terror was 
recently displayed at the 
Canto Grande massacre 
where they killed dozens 
of defenceless people, has 
the capacity to kill 
Presidente Gonzalo. 

By this means, we make 
a call to all those who love 
peace and human rights, 
independently of your 
ideological positions, to 
defend the life and human 
rights of Presidente 
Gonzalo. 

We encourage our read­
ers to write and to call the 
Peruvian Embassy in 
Washington, demanding 
that Presidente Gonzalo's 
human rights and dignity 
be respected, including his 
right to maintain open 
communication with his 
family and attorneys and 
to allow him to receive 
independent medical 
exams and visits." 

48 Poets from Turkey 
Poem 
FASCISM CANNOT 
COVER ITS BALDNESS 
WITH A WIG 

We, the poets who have 
signed below, censure the 
junta for imprisoning 
Abimael Guzman, the 
Chairman of the Com­
munist Party of Peru. We 
would like this declaration, 
which we have started as a 
wind, to be transformed 

into a storm to overthrow 
the wig of fascism. (Wig in 
Turkish is peru'k) 

Alumnl Association of 
the School of 
Journallsm ancl 
Communications of 
Manellles, France 
Lei/er lo lhe /EC 

" ... As a political oppo­
nent and revolutionary 
leader in captivity, Abimael 
Guzman, just like his com­
rades in combat, has the 
right to be tried as such 
and to consult with his 
lawyers. He must not in 
any event be executed, as 
the Peruvian Constitution 
forbids il 

You may solemnly draw 
the Peruvian ambassador's 
attention to the fact that 
[our organisation] will not 
abide the methods of bru­
tal and murderous repres­
sion that the Peruvian 
political opposition figures 
are being subjected to. We 
remind you that a woman 
journalist has been coldly 
assassinated by the forces 
of order on April 6th, 
1992 along with other 
members of the Com­
munist Party of Peru .... 

... We are fully aware of 
the vast campaign of 
manipulation of public 
opinion destined to give 
free rein to the Peruvian 
government in its acts of 
repression. 

Please communicate our 
fraternal greetings to 
imprisoned journalists." 

,) 

From lnclla 
Warning, with signolures, to 
Fujimori 

"We, thousa~nds of 
people of India mark our 
protest against the arrest 
of Abimael Guzman 
(Gonzalo), Chairman of 
the Communist Party of 
Peru. The Peruvian autho­
rities are being warned 
against any danger to the 
health and life of Abimael 
Guzman (Gonzalo) on 
which all the progressive 
forces of the world are 
very eager." 

From lnternatlonal 
Fecleratlon of lranlan 
Refug••• and .. 
Immigrant Counclla 
Lefler lo the United Notions 
Human Rights Commission 
(copies sen/ lo Amnesty 
lnlernolional and olher human 
rights groups} 

"Although I do not 
share, by any standards, 
the persuasions of Mr 
Guzman .... the way that 
this incident has received 
media coverage and the 
support given to the sham 
justice of the Peruvian 
government, makes anyone 
concerned with the civili­
sed standards of conduct 
and fairness speak out 

... [There is such] wide­
spread· destitution, poverty 
and privation that the 
occurrence of cholera, 
rising unemployment, 
famine, child labour and 
even the abominable trade 
of human organs have 
become common pheno­
·mena in this country. 
Driven by such extreme 
and dire circumstances, a 
section of the population 
has taken up arms to chal­
lenge the very regime 
which sustains such 
sufferings on them. What 
is happening in Peru is 
nothing short of a civil 
war with all its cruelty and 
unpleasantness.Mr 
Guzman is a re~ognized 
figure of this war. Just as 
Mr Fujimori is his arch 
antagonist. One who cri­
minalises 

1 

this whole 
sequence of events, and 
brands its captured leaders 
as criminals, is trying to 
obscure the legitimate and 
genuine hostility of the 
Peruvian people to the sta­
tus quo. The whole· matter 
is a political one and 
should· be treated as such. 

.. .It is on the basis of the 
above assertions that we 
ask yo_ur agency to inter­
cede in the trial of Mr 
Guzman and his col­
leagues and avert the 
consequent treatments 
th~y are most likely to 
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receive .... Furthermore, it 
is also high time that the 
practi~e of countries 
which '.prejudice against 
the adherents of the popu­
lar movement in Peru be 
stopped. •• .,:' 

From 15 youth In 
Germany (Edith Lagoa 
Saenz• Group) 
Letter to the Peruvian regime 

" ... The arrest and 
planned execution of the 
great leader of this move­
ment through the tor­
turing, plundering, mur­
dering dogs on-a-leash of 
your regime fills us with 
sadness and fury. 

Abimael Guzman is a 
man, who in his deter­
mination, has contributed 
to the possibility that a life 
of freedom and humanity 
for the oppressed and 
exploited lies within 
reach. 

His murder will not 
represent a crime against a 
few isolated people, but 
rather a crime against the 
oppressed people of Peru l:iia 
and of the whole world. ~ 
Therefore we are demand- 0 
ing the immediate release i9 
of Chainnan Gonzalo!... tJ 

.. .In the end the inhuman d 
imperialist system in Peru 
and in the whole world ~ 
will be swept away ~ 
through the unyielding co 
for:c;e of the oppressed!" IS 

~ 
From the Chairman of CD 
the Haldane Soclelf 
of Soclallst Lawyers 
Lette;"to Fujimori 

"I have the honour to 
write to you on behalf of 
the Haldane Society of 
Socialist Lawyers, which 
has 1,500 members, 
Barristers, Solicitors, and 
Academics in the United 
Kingdom .... 

. . .It appears to us that the 
arrangements presently 
being made for his trial by 

* F<fuh Lagos Saenz was a 19-year 
old PCP member who participated 
in an attack in Ayacucho in the 
early 1980s and was later tortured 
and killed by the regime. 30,000 
people attended her funeral. 
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a Military Tribunal pur­
suant to a Statute forced 
through by Presidential 
powers, fall far short of 
international standards for. 
fair trial.... c:z 

... We have just received 
reliable information that 
eminent lawyers from 
France and Germany, who 
are in Peru in order to 
observe the trial of Dr 
Guzman, have themselves 
been threatened, by the 
Government Prosecutor, 
with prosecution. If this 
information is correct, the 
Prosecutor has committed 
a grave breach of the 
norms of international 
practice in these matters. 
We insist that the interna­
tional lawyers be permit­
ted to carry out their mis­
sion without interference 
and threats .... " 

From 64 autoworkers 
at th• Forcl plant In 
Detroit, Michigan, 
u.s. 
Message to Fujimori 

" ... These acts are out­
rageous. They are the acts 
of a government that is 
very scared of its own 
people and desperate to 
stop people around the 
world from seeing. your 
true terrorist and dictato­
rial nature. The spotlight 
is on you and the people 
of the world will judge 
you for these outrageous 
crimes .... 

... We also say: DO NOT 
EXECUTE CHAIRMAN 
GONZALO, LEGALLY 
OR ANY OTHER WAY. 
We know about 'attempted 
suicide', 'attempted es­
cape' and 'natural causes'. 
It'll still be murder." 

Movement Against 
Racism ancl for the 
Friendship lletween 
People• (MRAP) In 
France 
lei/er to the Peruvian 
ambassador in Paris 

''The MR.AP, which does 
not share the PCP's ideas, 
expresses its firm condem-

nation of the-exhibition of 
Abimael Guzman in a 
cage: this is aii affront to 
the conscience of defend­
ers of Human Rights;: 

We ask that the leaders 
of the PCP receive a fair .. 
trial respecting Human 
Rights and the Peruvian 
Constitution. 
· We protest the charges 
against the international 
lawyers' delegation. 

The best way to end the 
civil war would be to 
introduce social and politi­
cal reforms that the people 
are demanding. It is neces­
sary to follow another path 
than that of strangulation 
of the national economy 
according to the orders of 
the 11vlF." 

Fr.om a statement lay 
a, Peruvian In Europe, 
Memller of the 
Natlonal College of 
Journallsta1 

" ... We should have no 
doubt as to the fate they 
have planned for this pri­
soner, but, from our dis­
tant position as fighters for 
a NEW COUNTRY IN A 
NEW WORLD, let us 
raise our voice to de­
nounce to the civilized 
world this masquerade of 
a SUMMARY TRIAL set 
up by those who are both 
judge and judged, and let 
us demand res~ct for the 
prisoner's life. This farce 
they have staged to try 
him must not end up in the 
execution that is undoubt­
edly secretly being 
planned .... " 

Call lay the IEC for 
funcla based on 
report from Cochin 
City, lnclla 

"A meeting of a couple 
of dozen day labourers, 
who earn less than £1 per 
day, pledged to meet the 
One Day Wages' Call by 
the IEC. How can people 
in Germany, the US or the 
UK do less?" 

One•Day'• Wag• 
appeal In Mexico 

"You people of the 
towns, from the masses, 
those of you who are 
resisting imperialist domi­
nation ... Now you can join 
together to prevent a new 
crime of reaction ... We 
understand the different 
economic situations of the 
conscious people all over 
the world; that's why we 
are glad to receive their 
support, even small contri­
butions, from poor coun­
tries as well as rich .... 
Gather to this great 
effort!" 

From lranlan 
Refugees In Turkey 

"We Iranian refugees in 
Turkey express our outra­
ge and anger at the crimi­
nal action of ruling 
government of Peru and 
its boss Fujimori for mur­
dering people and revolu­
tionaries for a long time in 
Peru. We resolutely join in 
def ending the life o'f 
Chairman Gonzalo., and 
appreciate the work of 
IEC ... and wish you all 
success. We can only send 
50 German marks, as we 
are under a strained finan­
cial situation ourselves." 

From the Peru 
Sollclarlty CommlHee/ 
Roasoper61o In Italy 
Statement 

" ... U.S. imperialism, as 
the U.S. Ambassador in 
Lima, Anthony Quainton, 
has himself declared, has 
given its full cooperation 
to Peru's repressive appa­
ratus, supplying agents 
and sophisticated equip­
ment as part of the impe­
rialist intervention that has 
been intensifying in recent 
months. They are extreme­
ly worried by the advance 
of the People's War, which 
they consider a serious 
danger to . ~eir new world 
order and a 'threat to 
Western civilization' .... " 

From Akin Blrclal, 
Human Rights 
Association Preslclent, 
Turkey 
To Amnesty International 

"As the def enders of 
human rights in Turkey, 
we condem~ with deep 
hatred the fact that the 
Chairman of the Commun­
ist Party of Peru, Dr 
Abimael Guzman, has 
been given life in prison 
after being taken into cus­
tody and put through an 
unfair treatment 

We could not remain 
silent while the most fun­
damental rights and free­
doms of Dr Guzman are 
being des~royed by the 
oppressive Fujimori regi­
me. Your organization 
cannot be expected to 
remain silent either. 

We wish that your orga­
nization would be the 
powerful voice of world 
democratic public opinion 
and defenders of human 
rights .... " D 

0on•t Snort Out the Rights 
of Polltlcal Prisoners In Peru 

Defend the Life of 
Abimael Guzman 
Wh•n will flmnonty Ad1 

Graphic based on Amnesty 
International IAIJ logo (rit candle 

wrapped in barbed wire) 
submitted to the IEC that appeared 

on a postcard protesting Al's 
inactivity in Dr Guzman's case. A 
message explained his trial and 

conditions of detention and quot.d 
Al's charier: •Al opposes torture, 
inhuman treatment and capHtal 

punishment in all cases ancl 
without reservation. It advocates 

fair and speedy trials for all 
political prisoners.• 



The Black­
Hooded Justice 

of the 
Fujimori 

Dictatorship 
Statement by the International Emergency Committee to 
Defend the Life of Dr Abimael Guzman on the October 7th Verdict 

The "trial" and verdict 
of Dr Abimael Guzman 
represents the trampling of 
internationally established 
treaties and conventions 
governing the treatment of 
political prisoners. The 
"trial" took place at break­
neck speed, without the 
opportunity to call wit­
nesses or present a de­
fence . Dr Guzman was 
denied the right to consult 
his attorney, Dr Alfredo 
Crespo. All press and 
observers were banned 
and an international 
delegation of attorneys 
refused admittance. The 
faces of the judges and 
prosecutors were hidden 
behind black hoods. The 
"trial" and verdict are and 
must be considered null 
and void! 

From the day of the 
arrest of Dr Gu zman on 
September 12th, th e 
Fujimori dictatorship has 
had only one concern: to 
permanently silence the 
leader of the twelve-year 

insurgency as quickly as 
possible. Initially Fujimori 
had threatened to impose 
the death penalty on Dr 
Guzman , though it is 
banned by the Peruvian 
Constitution. In the face of 
widespread opposition in 
Peru and worldwide, 
Fujimori has abandoned 
ideas on an official execu­
tion, but there is still 
every reason to fear an 
extra-legal execution 
under the cover of "escape 
attempt", "suicide", or 
"death by natural causes". 
Details of these sordid 
plans have al.·eady 
appeared in the world 
press (see the Economist, 
19 September). 

The notorious record of 
the Peruvian regime for 
murdering political prison­
ers is well known and well 
documented, from the 
massacre of hundreds of 
prisoners at El Fronton 
prison in 1986 to the cold­
blooded murder of more 
than forty women and 

men, unarmed prisoners at 
the Canto Grande prison, 
as recently as May of this 
year. International public 
opinion must help stop the 
hand of the Peruvian 
regime from adding Dr 
Guzman to their endless 
list of murdered political 
prisoners. 

The Western pow~rs and 
the world media they 
dominate have played a 
despicable role in aiding 
and covering over the 
Fujimori regime. First Dr 
Guzman was portrayed all 
over the world as a 
dangerous " terrorist" and 
the "most dangerous man 
on earth", while the 
kangaroo "trial" was 
organised and every esta­
blished legal principle was 
trampled, the "guardians 
of democracy" remained 
deafeningly silent. 

Despite this worldwide 
orchestra of lies and 
hysteria, in the past three 
weeks a movement has 
developed around the 
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Drawing submitted by a 
Campaign supporter 

world with remarkable l:ii. 
speed against the threats to ~ 
Dr Guzman's life. It has o 
brought together a broad ~ 
array of jurists, defenders o 
of human rights, political d 
activists, journalists, and 
many tens of thousands of ~ 
ordinary people in coun- <:: 
tries on every continent. ~ 
One international delega- ~ 
tion has already been in ~ 
Lima to express the world- a> 
wide opposition to thi s 
railroad and a second is 
now assembling there. 
This movement is expand-
ing daily, and will con­
tinue to do so as long as 
the life, health , humane 
treatment and that Dr 
Guzman are not guaran­
teed. This movement hold 
that Dr Guzman must 
benefit from the broad 
international support from 
which imprisoned oppo­
nents of imperialism and 
reactionary regimes have 
always benefitted. 0 



Glory to the 
Communist Heroes 
of Canto Grande! 

Statement by the Committee of the 
Revolutionary Internationalist Movement 

on the Murder of Our Comrades in Peru's Prisons 

13 Moy 1992 

Amidst the increasingly good news of the advances in the revolutionary war in Peru has 
come word of a desperate, cowardly, towering crime. Battered by the rising revolutionary 
tide, Peru's Fujimori government has been raging for revenge. But the flunkies who rule 
Peru backed by the U.S. 's ru lers have been unable to inflict military defeat on the 
revolutionary armed forces led by the Communist Party of Peru and its Chairman 
Gonzalo. So instead they sought to show th~ir strength by attacking where they thought 
they could win most easily - the prisons where they hold captured revolutionaries. A 
great many of our revolutionary comrades have been murdered. But through these 
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comrades' heroic, self- ~ 
sacrificing resistance, ~ 
the enemy has been t:i 
robbed of any triumph. 
About 500 revolution- ~ 
ary prisoners of war :$ 
were held apart from :Z: .... other prisoners in Canto co 
Grande. There, in a ~ -...;;. 
modem concrete dun- ; 
geon where the prison-
ers are thrown to starve 
to death or die of 
disease, these revolu­
tionaries made the two 
buildings where they 
were kept into a "shin-
ing trench of combat". 
They lived collectively, 
continuing to contribute 
to the revolution 

through art, handicrafts and so on and preparing themselves politically, ideologically and 
physically to make the greatest possible future contribution in or out of prison. Since last 
September, the two prison buildings holding the revolutionary men and women have been 
under siege by the Armed Forces. The prisoners warned, in declarations smuggled out to 
the world, that the government was planning to slaughter them, under cover of "regaining 
control of the prison" and "transferring" the revolutionaries to other jails. Fujimori, who 
took the government completely into his own hands through an Army coup in April, badly 
needed some sign of success to show· his foreign and domestic backers and dispell the 
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growing shadow of doom hovering above his regime. 
Hordes of heavily armed soldiers and elite police swrounded the women's pavilion on 
Wednesday May 6th, hoping to first subjugate the wom~n and then later the men. But they 
could not The prison they hadJ>uift was turned agains( them. Women standing on the tops 
of thick cement walls and .,gn high rooftops amidst gunfire and explosions, scarcely visible 
amidst the smoke and tear gas clouds, threw down whatever was at hand at their 
assailants. They fought wearing home-made gas masks and using whatever they could 
until they beat back the assault waves, killing at least two police. Then the women gained 
the building where the men prisoners of war were held, and together they fought off the 
police until the night of Saturday' May 9th. Finally, after an eight-hour pitched battle in 
which the reactionaries deployed all the heavy weapomy imaginable, the revolutionaries 
were oveipow~~ed. 
We do not know how many of our comrades died in this unequal battle and how many 
were coldly executed after the prison was retaken. In the following days the repeatedly­
revised and ever-rising government list of the officially dead constantly has lagged far 
behind the number of bodies foreign reporters have counted arriving in the Lima morgue. 
There is every reason to believe that after the battle was over the real killing began. 
At noon on Sunday May 10, Fujimori personally was brought into the prison courtyard to 
conduct an obscene victory ceremony. Behind him could be seen prisoners, kept face , , 
down on the grourid with their hands behind their necks. Whips and clubs cracked out and 
unleashed dogs were set on them. But still the prisoners could be heard chanting and 
singing. 
These comrades won glory for the revolution in Peru and the world revolution. With their 
willingness to give their lives for the Party and the revolution, they brought to light -
with their actions - at the very moment when the enemy was most determined to show 
his merciless strength - the strategic weakness of that enemy, and the indomitable 
strength of our Maoist ideology. 
The U.S. imperialists and their various lackeys have been committing horrendous criqies 

co again and again all over the world, but the situation in Peru is different. The .. Peruvian 
~ masses are standing up to them through people's war. The reactionary army faces not = helpless victims but a revolutionary army. In a large and growing part of the countryside, 
..., the masses have established their own political power, and having achieved strategic 
I equilibrium with the enemy they are preparing to seize power throughout the country. 
I: Above all, they have the leadership of the Communist Party of Peru and the ideology of 
~ Marx, Lenin and Mao, the ideology that enabled our comrade prisoners to fight until the 
Q end, armed at first with very little and finally nothing but their voices, and still inflict a 
~ devastating blow on the enemy. Whatever weapons the people lack they will snatch from 
~ the enemy and what strength they may lack they will build up until they sweep the vicious 
~ and putrid imperialist-dominated system out of Peru as part of sweeping imperialism and 
~ reaction off the face of the globe, and together with the rest of the oppressed of this world 

build an entirely new world free of classes and all' oppression, the world of communism. 
This is far from the first terrible slaughter suffered in Peni.'s people's war. The reac­
tionaries have killed tens of thousands of people in mass, indiscriminate terror campaigns 
against the villages. Nor is it the first mass slaughter of prisoners of war in this war: that 
U.S.-owned politician Alan Garcfa, now trying to erect himself as a "democratic" 
alternative to Fujimori, himself had three hundred revolutionary prisoners of war killed on 
June 19th, 1986. We remember that day as the "Day of Heroism" in honour of those 
prisoners. Now once again the heroism and sacrifice of our imprisoned comrades has set 
an example and given heart to the people the reactionaries had meant to terrorize and 
dishearten, the people of Peru and people all over the world. · 
As the days of the reactionary system in Peru draw to an end, the foreign imperialists arid 
their local lackeys who have so long fattened off the Peruvian masses are lashing out ever 
more frantically. This is how it is with revolution: the reactionaries try to turn back its 
advances through slaughter, while each new crime only further exposes their nature and 
the basis of their system and spurs on the revolution against them, until finally they are 
overtlirown by the armed revolutionary masses. . . 
That day, in Peru, may not be far off. Let our grief ~d anger spur us on, lo step up support 
everywhere for the People's War in Peru, to bring about that day as soon as possible µi 
that country and hasten the dawn all over the world. D 
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Statement by the Prisoners of Canto Grande 

Long Live this 
Great Milestone of Mass Heroism! 

The following statement, "Long Live the Milestone of 
Moss Heroism Achieved by tlie Joint Struggle of the 
Prisoners of War Max 6tli-7th-8th-9th", was issued 
May 14th. It carries the signature of the surviving 
men P.risoners of war still held in Lima's Canto 
Grande prison. - A WTW 

Blood does not drown the revolution but irrigates it. 
Chairman Gonzalo 

To the Peruvian proletariat and people, to the 
international proletariat and the peoples of the world: we 
prisoners of war in the shining trench of combat 4-B 
(men's cell block) in the Canto Grande fascist con­
centration camp, with deep class hatred, denounce the 
evil, monstrous and despicable genocide perpetrated on 

TOP: Revolutionary prisoners In Canto Gr11nde, 1991 

May 6th to 9th. The reachonary government of the 
genocidal national traitor Fujimori and his genocidal 
armed forces and police attacked the 131 women 
prisoners of war in cellblock 1-A and 403 men prisoners 
of war in cellblock 4-B. They murdered more than forty 
and wounded almost a hundred people. 

The genocidal national traitor Fujimori had been 
scheming and plotting for months, following the orders 
of his master, Yankee imperialism. They hatched a 
reactionary propaganda campaign against us. They 
claimed that we had weapons and tunnels and that we 
had to be made to respect their "principle of authority". 
In an attempt to create public opinion for a massacre, a 
new genocide, Fujimori issued clearly fascist rules and 
laws and had the army take over the prison. We 
prisoners of war denounced and vigourously exposed 
this campaign. These heroic acts by the prisoners, along 
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with our families and 
lawyers, held back 
Fujimori 's murder­
ous hand. We forced 
them to sign an 
agreement, anc! to 
carry out an inspec­
tion of our cellblocks 
in the presence of 
representatives of the 
International Red 
Cross, government 
authorities and the 
genocidal prison 
director Colonel 
Cajahuanca and over 
twenty of his senior 
and junior officers 
on April 13th-14th. 
This showed that our 
position and de­
mands were com­
pletely just and 
derailed the reaction­
ary campaign against 
us. These facts were 
reaffirmed at the end 
of April by the in­
spection carried out by 
representatives of the 
International Human 
Rights Commission of 
the Organization of 
American States. We had 
invited them to visit our 
cellblocks and the sur­
rounding areas, and sub­
mitted a document de­
manding that we be recog­
nized as prisoners of war 
and denouncing the geno­
cidal plan the genocidal 
national traitor Fujimori was 
already cooking up. 

In a clear violation of the 
agreements they themselves had signed, on May 6th, 
1992, at 4:30 in the morning over 500 genocidal troops 
of the "elite" corps of the Armed Forces and police 
attacked cellblock 1-A with all kinds of weapons -
rifles, rocket-propelled grenades, hand grenades, 
dynamite satchels and plastic explosives, along with 
rockets launched from a helicopter gunship. They 
sought to destroy the cellblock and exterminate all 131 
women prisoners of war, as well as the 24 men prisoners 
who, due to overcrowding in 4-B, were housed in the 
first room on the first floor of 1-A with the full 
knowledge and authorization of the genocidal prison 
director Colonel Cajahuanca. The brutal attack lasted 22 
hours. Although they demolished part of the building, 
their efforts met with complete failure. This exposed the 
real character of what they claimed was simply an 
attempt to move the women prisoners of war to the 
Santa Monica prison - a clumsy excuse .which they 
didn't even bother to tell us about until long afterwards, 

Canto Grande prtaon, April 

1992. 

Left: Relatlvea of 

revolutionary prlaonera at 

Canto Grande protest 

military preparations to 

Invade prison. 

let alone notify us ahead of time. This pretext 
was used by a prison official named Mirta Campos to 
justify and vindicate the genocide. 

Blinded by genocidal fury and humiliated by the 
defeat they suffered on May 6th, when the women 
prisoners of war moved to cellblock 4-B, Fujimori 
mobilized over a thousand army troops and special 
police assault forces. No order was too evil for this little 
low-life dog to issue. They used bazookas, a large 
artillery piece and two smaller cannons, hundreds of 
explosive charges and thousands of bullets and 
grenades, sniper rifles, a tank, helicopters and hundreds 
of armoured personnel carriers in their "final assault" 
against cellblock 4-B. This is how they hoped to reassert 
their "principle of authority" - with gunfire and 
bloodshed. All day long on the 7th and intensifying on 
the 8th and 9th, they demolished the cellblock floor by 
floor, using artillery, gunfire from a safe distance and 
machine guns positioned on the rooftops and in the 
windows of the other buildings. 

They categorically rejected our first demand, the 
establishment of a commission, to include representa-
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lives of the International Red Cross, the OAS Human 
Rights co·mmission and our relatives and lawyers, 
which would oversee the transfer of the women 
prisoners of war from 1-A, as well as guarantee the lives 
of the men prisoners of war and ensure the immediate 
withdrawal of the wounded. We also agreed that if these 
guarantees were met they could inspect cellblock 4-B 
before the transfer. 

They also totally rejected our second demand, that 
representatives of the International Red Cross at least 
be present. They cynically violated the agreement 
signed at 6 pm May 8th by our delegates, Mirta 
Campos and police CQmmanders. As our delegates 
were returning - they had left at 2:30 pm and won a 
promise to request the presence of the International 
Red Cross - they were seized and beaten. A group of 
31 sick and seriously wounded prisoners (men and 
women) who left cellblock 4-B at 6:30 pm got barely 
ten meters before they were stopped. A third group of 
ten prisoners of war were seized and thrown in with the 
wounded as hostages. The authorities doused them 
with kerosene, held back the common prisoners who 
tried to come to their aid and threatened to shoot them 
immediately if the other prisoners did not surrender. 
This boundless cruelty towards the wounded reveals 
that they were following a premeditated plan to 
exterminate us. Their hypocritical promises to 
"respect" our lives, broadcast over loudspeakers, were 
accompanied by ever more deadly explosive charges 
and barrages of rifle fire against cellblock 4-B. But 
.their vicious efforts to capture the cellblock and impose·­
a so-called "surrender" failed completely again and 
again, until the end, in the face of our unbreakable, 
heroic and growing resistance. 

At 6 pm on Saturday May 9th the women and men 
prisoners of war summed up that we had fully 
accomplished the aims of our heroic resistance. We 
shouted that we were going to come out, and we 
marched out, arms linked, singing The Internationale. 
The cowardly, genocidal beasts singled out certain 
prisoners of war leaving the cellblock and shot them. 
Among these people's heroes who fell heroically in the 
prison rotunda, defeIJding the morale of the class amidst 
machine-gun fire, were Hugo Juarez Crozat, Yovanka 
Pardave, Tito Valle Travesafto and Elvia Zanabria 
Pachecho. Janet Talavera fell near cellblock 1-A. Other 
prisoners were shot near cellblock 7-B and even near the 
door leading out of the garrison. The bloodthirsty beasts 
ran around frantically with a list of names, trying to 
identify suspected leaders or commanders. They tortured 
and murdered the people's heroes Noemi Roniero Mejia, 
Andres Aguero Garmencli, Ruben Constantino Chihuan, 
Julia Marlene Olivos Pena, Wilfredo Gutierrez Veliz and 
others. Some, like Marcos Wilfredo Azafta, were seen 
alive on Sunday the 10th. They were held, tortured and 
finally murdered. 

With their heroism, fighting spirit and courage, these 
men and women prisoners of war carried our vow of 
heroic resistance through to the end. They achieved a 
great milestone of mass heroism in the joint struggle and 
achieved a new and higher moral, military and political 
victory for Chairman Gonzalo, the Party and the 
revolution, a concrete expression of the strategic 
equilibrium increasingly shaking the country and of the 
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advancing people's war led by the Communist Party of 
Peru and brilliantly headed by Chairman Gonzalo. 
Today, in its twelfth year, the people's war is advancing 
irresistibly and coming ever closet-to the achievement of 
our immediate goal: the seizure of political power 
nationwide, on the road to communism. These prisoners 
dealt a powerful moral, military 81\cJ political blow to 
genocidal national traitor Fujimori 's reactionary 
government and his genocidal Armed Forces and police. 

Following the example of our beloved and always­
remembered Comrade Norah and the heroes of our 
people, we prisoners of war in this shining trench of 
combat" reaffirm our unshakable determination to 
continue our heroic resistance under new conditions 
and our resolute vow to offer our lives, today, 
tomorrow and forever, to Chairman Gonzalo, the 
Party, the revolution and communism. Our Chairman 
Gonzalo has trained and steeled us more than ever to 
defy death and snatch from it the laurels of victory, to 
carry our lives on our fingertips. We are willing to 
offer our lives whenever the revolution may need 
them. With deep class feeling, we surviving prisoners 
of war repeat the vow all of us took May 8th, 1992: 
"For our Chairman Gonzalo, for Marxism-Leninism­
Maoism, Gonzalo Thought~ for the Party, the class, 
our people and the international proletariat and the 
peoples of the world ... we will wage heroic resistance 
and defeat this genocidal extermination. We will not 
fail you. We will shoulder our responsibility to 
history. Our allegiance is to Chairman Gonzalo, the 
Party and the revolution and nothing and nobody can 
stop us. Victory is ours. It is inevitable because we 
have the leadership of our Chairman Gonzalo and we ~ 
are armed with jnvincible Marxism-Leninism- ~ 
Maoism, Gonzalo Thought. Our victory is inevitable, ~ 
and the only choice that faces us is to struggle or to ti 
die, blood-soaked struggle or nothing." a Long Live Chairman Gonzalo! 

Long Live Marxism-Leninism-Maoism, Gonzalo 
Thought! 

Long Live the.Communist Party of Peru! 

Long Live the Twelfth Anniversary of the 
Victoriously Advancing People's War! 

... . 

Long LiVe Strategic Equilibrium! 

Let Strategic· Equilibrium Shake the Country Even 
More! 

Long Live This Great Milestone of Ma~ Heroism 
Achieved by the Joint Struggle of the Prisoners of 
War May 6-9th! 

Glory to the Fallen Heroes, Long Live the 
Revolution! 

The People Alone Will Judge and Punish the 
Genocidal Murderers! 

Our Decision: Heroic Resistance! 

. Our Vow: To Give Our Lives for the Party and the 
· Revolution! 

~ :;: 
..... 
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Document 

From PCP Central Committee Report 

The Revolution 
ContinUes 

to Advance 
The following document was sent out 
directly from Peru by fax several 
days after the capture of Chairman 
Gonzalo. It is based on Consfruir la 
Conquista de/ Poder en Medio de la 
Guerra Popular (Build the Seizure of 
Power Amid People's War), a report 
from the Second Plenary Meeting of 
the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of Peru, February 
1991. -AWTW 

All development gives rise to dis­
equilibrium. We should learn how to 
handle disequilibrium. What does it 
mean to handle it? To figure out its 
laws, to grasp the laws that govern a 
process, whether it be s imple or 
complex, to apply these laws to 
transform the world in the interests 
of the proletariat and people, in the 
service of the revolution. 

The process of building the 
r~voluti?~ w!ll bring about profound 
d1sequ1hbnum . There wi ll be 
hardships and stormy winds. All this 
will temper us. Turbulence and 
difficulties, never tranquility. 

When times are hard we should 
keep in mind our achievements, and 
pluck up our courage. Today the 
revolu tion is under attack from 
imperialism and its flunkies. What 
we are facing is nothing more than a 
manifestation of disequilibrium. We 
should always be prepared for the 
most complicated situations. We 

s hould even be pre­
pared for defeats. 

Anyone who does 
not unders tan d that 
war involves both 
victories and setbacks 
does not understand 
anything about war. 
Two setbacks and two 
victories lead to a 
better understanding 
of the laws of r ev­
olution. The current 
situation is part of the 
more complicated cir­
c um s tances we are 
going to have tc;> face. 
It is a part of th e 
disequilibrium and it 
is giving proof of our responsibility. 

The Party has given rise to leaders 
and trained us. The risks do not 
intimidate us; dangers cannot hold 
us back. Right now, we are simply 
once again being put to the test! 
This is a part of the process of 
revolution and we have to know 
how to handle it. We can overcome 
these difficulties because we are a 
new force, with a brilliant future. 

We face this struggle collectively, 
pulling together, strengthened by our 
ideology. We are the most advanced 
part of the class, the vanguard of the 
proletariat. We are keenly aware of 
our responsibility to fulfill our objec­
tives, sacrificing whatever the 

revolution may demand of us. Our 
ideology allows us not only to handle 
these things but even to take full 
advantage of any situation, to 
transfonn a bad situation into a good 
situation. 

We are stro nger if we act col­
lectively. United we are invincible. 
We are steeled not only on great 
battlefields, but in daily life. 

No matter what the Party may ask, 
need or require, it should be fulfilled 
and we are fulfilling it. The reaction 
seeks to destroy our leadership, to 
destroy the Party and smash the 
revolution. We must forge ahead 
always, no matter what the circum­
stances . We always confront any 



dai:iger with firmness and deter­
mination, certain that we can handle 
it and fulfill our tasks. What we need 
is not to curse or weep, but to look at 
objective reality, to find the root 
cause of events, formulate solutions 
and shoulder our responsibilities, 
firmly determined to transform the 
situation. 

The Party can never be paralysed 
because it is clear on the course to 
fo llow and it is united. We e m­
phasize strategic centralization and 
tactical decentralization. Such a 
party, united in this way, is strong; 
the revolution cannot be stopped . 

Chairman Mao teaches us: "We 
pick up our dead, treat our wounded 

and continue fighting." 
Snatch the positive from a 

negative situation - this is how it 
always is because the law of 
contradiction is universal. Let us 
develop new forms of work, and 
debate the main questions of build­
ing organization. Let us develop in 
building organizational structures . 
that are superior to the enemy's. Let 
us draw in the broad masses and 
organize them. Without the guar­
antee of the armed sea of the masses 
we cannot seize or def end political 
power. Let us arm their minds and 
their hands. With loose stalks, even 
a million of them, how can anything 
be won? They are fragile. But a 
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hundred thousand people united by 
the Party cannot be torn asunder. 
Don't let them seize back what we 
have already won, fight the enemy 
and his rotten ideas. Carry out 
education in revolutionary violence, 
.in the ideology of the proletariat, 
Marx ism-Len in ism-Maoism ­
Gonzalo Thought, so as to under­
stand the laws that govern the 
universe and apply them to trans­
form the world, and take the future 
into our own hands. Educate our­
selves through the only Marxist 
tactic - steeling onese lf in 
revolutionary violence and fighting 
implacably against both imperialism 
and revisionism, and not letti ng 
ourselves be turned from our path. 

Because of the mass character of 
people's war, the reaction is seeking 
to wipe out the people's war and the 
Party. We are in a transitional stage, 
the hardest period, which will mark 
the turning point of the whole war. 
The enemy is striving to preserve his 
system by recovering his lost posi­
tions. We are striving to prepare the 
strategic offensive by organizing for 
the seizure of power. 

The reaction must wipe out the 
people's war and the Party. We must :t.. 
build for the seizure of political 
power. This is a task for the people ~,...­
as well as for the Party. The reaction ...,, 
has adopted a rule that characterizes o 
their overall approach to counter- "-f 
subversive war: take no prisoners. If 0 
they don't wipe us out, we'll wipe :§ 
them out. :C:: 

The main thing is to rely on our ~ 
own efforts, and seize political to 
power in the service of the advance ~ 
of the world revolution. Let us sow Q) 

the seeds of anti-imperialism. Let 
our actions resound in t~e minds of 
the masses, politically arouse them 
so that they consciously take their 
des tiny into their own hands. 
Educate them politically, through 
our actions driving home the ideas 
we are sowing. 

The decisive thing is to go to the 
masses and act together with them. 
We base ourselves on our ideology, 
weapons are not principal. Let ideas 
arm hands, our ideology is the arm 
that will win victory. This is what 
we have learned from the great 
teachers of Marxism. 

Let us maintain the initiative in the 
face of encirclement and annihilation 
campaigns, and carry out our political 
and military plans. Who leads all 
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this? The Party. Who sustains it all? 
The masses. Let us oppose the bour­
geoisie's rotten, money-driven 
systems with the development of 
proletarian revolution. It is·exttemely 
important that we strengthen our­
selves ideologically and politically, as 
much and as well as possible, so that 
we will be prepared on every level. 

We know what we want and what 
we are fighting for. We wili fulfill 
the Party's goals and serve the peo­
ple, the proletariat and the world 
revolution. 

Every revolution must go through 
both successes and setbacks. As the 
revolution develops, the counter­
revolution draws its own lessons. 
Do not fear imperialism, be pre­
pared on every front, from the 
ideological to the military. Recover 
what has been lost, but now far 
more steeled than ever, more expe­
rienced. This defeat is only partial 
and relative. Let us firmly continue 
carrying out our strategy, fleiibly 
applying it according to the speci­
fic circumstances. 

Imperialism's counter-revolution­
ary actions give rise to anti-impe­
rialist actions by the world's prole­

~ tariat and peoples. Let us develop 
8t the correct and righteous ideological 
0) and political line. Fulfill our plan to 
,... develop, build and seize political 
~ power! Let us develop every com-

mittee and organization amidst 
~ implacable com bat against the 
Q enemy; let's smash his schemes, 
~ plans and reactionary policies. 
~ Let us demolish the old and build 
~ the new, revolution against counter­
'ct revolution. Let us carry out our 

offensives in accord with concrete 
conditions. We should strive to carry 
them out thoroughly and never be 
satisfied with superficiality, to 
conscientiously and ever more 
profoundly take all the fundamental 
elements of our political line to the 
masses. Let us never cheapen 
Marxism "'-- a few pills can not edu­
cate the masses. We should concern 
ourselves with canstantly raising the 
political level of the Party, all the 
organizations it leads and the masses 
as well. We should sow public 
opinion for the seizure· of political 
power! Popularize the Party's 
documents. Fight so that every Party 
member has a copy of all of them -
there are wa:ys to reproduce· them 
without changing them. They can be 
photocopied or even recopied by 

hand. We should give a copy of Our centre is fighting, our base is 
everything we print to friends or the proletariat and people; our road 
other people who might discuss is people's war, our objective the 
them. There· is nothing to be lost by People's Republic of Peru; our 
sending them to all the news media. ideology is Marxism-Leninism-

Set up cadre .. schools, without Maoism-Gonzalo Thought; our final 
forgetting that cadres are forged goal is proletarian revolution and 
amidst class struggles and people's communism; the axis of everything 
war, and never apart from them. is the Communist Party of Peru, its 
Learn to distinguish between leadership and headquarters. 
rectification campaigns, passing For a firm and correct political 
reports down and political training at orientation, a style of plain living 
different levels for new, intermediate and hard work, flexibility in strategy 
and advanced people. A rectification and practice. Unity, dynamism, 
campaigf! (which is a for.m of seriousness and liveliness. Against 
unfolding two-line struggle) ts not the enemy's slanders and distortions. 
the same thing as.. a regular sc~ool The reaction and its governments 
for new activists who are JUSt can never really meet the needs of 
learning the Party's line. Both are the people, because that goes against 
important, but they are different, and their interests and their profits. The 
should be carried out in a disciplined charity schemes of die reformist left 
manner. Formulate plans for study, and the Catholic Church would be 
lectures and debates in the people's impossible without imperialist "aid", 
schools on the basis of the Party's and they are an essential part of the 
principles of unity. counter-subversive war. In 

Reports should be clear and solidly opposition to' rotten bourgeois 
grounded, with emphasis on the democracy, which is simply the class 
main part. All the parts should be dictatorship of the bourgeoisi~,_ we·· 
submitted to debate - let the rank need to use revolutionary violence to 
and file give their opinions, ask create a new state, a new society and 
questions and wrangle. Without "a ... a new democracy. 
clash of currents" a solid group The road is tortuous but the future 
cannot come together. We insist on is bright. So we should dare to seize 
the Maoist principle that ideological power and dare to defend it. The 
and political line is decisive, and we main thing in war is people. Let us 
apply it firmly, because we are take our destiny into our own 
building for the seizure of political hands! Advance in political and 
power and we should always see ideological building as the 
things from that perspective. Always foundation and carry out organiz~­
put politics in command, so that we tional building simultaneously, 
can handle any problem we may amidst two-line struggle and 
face, even the most complicated. people's war. We must build 

Root out selfishness, which is the organizational apparatuses superior 
source of revisionism, and let our to those of the enemy, more agile, 
ideology be concretized in politics, more highly politicized, with well­
not apart from class struggle but forged contingents. Let each Party 
rather taking it as our guideline. member be a bastion of strength, as 
Furthermore, let it be applied to the Party is. The work of building 
building concrete organizational unfolds by applying the principles 
forms and creating new kinds of of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism­
organization. Gonzalo Thought that guide it, but 

The aim in a rectification cam- the way it takes concrete form' 
paign is to unite, m~ke the proper depends on the development of the 
distinctions and lead, always revolution. Agitation and propa­
keeping in mind the Party's basis of ganda. Create public opinion for the 
unity. Master Party documents, seizure of political power in Peru 
avoiding free interpretations and the and the world. Broaden our mass 
study of inappropriate materials. In work, use all forms of struggle and 
all our work, apply strategic cen- take up new ones. Study the main 
tralization and tactical decen- actions and the most problem-ridden 
tralization. Don't counterpose armed actions in order to draw lessons, 
struggle.to study - this is anghtist striving; to study, embody and apply 
line and it prepares the ground for the Party's revolutionary line. D 
rtWisionism. 



DECLARATION OF THE 

REVOLUTIONARY INTERNATIONALIST MOVEMENT 

. ed by the pCP 
Edition publish 

The Declaration of the 

Revolutionary Internal ional isl 

Movement has been printed in 

over 20 languages 

Arabic, Bengali, Chinese, Creole, Danish, 

English (2 editions, Indian & U.S.), Farsi, 

French, German, Gujarati, Hindi, Italian, 

Japanese, Kannada, Kurc.ltsh, Malayalam, 

Nepalese, Punjabi, Spanish (4 edi tions, 

Colombian, Peruvian, Spanish & U.S.), 
Tamil, Turkish. 

Order from: 
BCM RIM; WClN 3XX; London, U.K. 
£ 1.50 

Contact: The Revolutionary 

Internationalist Movement 

Write: Information Bureau, BCM 

RIM, London WClN 3XX, U.K. 

Signatories of the Declaration of the 
Revolutionary Internationalist Movement and 
Participating Organizations in RIM 

Central Reorganisation Committee, 
Communist Party of India (Marxist-Leninist) 

Ceylon Communist Party (Maoist)* 

Communist Party of Afghanistan** 

Communist Party of Bangladesh 
(Marxist-Leninist) [BSD(ML)) 

Communist Party of Peru 

Communist Party of Turkey/Marxist-Leninist 
[TKP/ML) 

Haitian Revolutionary Internationalist Group 

Marxist-Leninist Communist Organization of 
Tunisia 

Nepal Communist Party (Mashal) 

New Zealand Red Flag Group 

Proletarian Party of Purba Bangla (PBSP) 
[Bangladesh) 

Red Worker Communist Organization [Italy) 

Revolutionary Communist Group of Colombia 

Revolutionary Communist Party, USA 

Revolutionary Communist Union [Dominican 
Republic) 

Union of Iran Communists (Sarbedaran) 

*At the 1991 Congress, the Ceylon Communist Party 
decided to add (Maoist) to its name. 

** With the formation of the Communist Party of 
Afghanistan in May 1991, the Organization of 
Revolutionary Communists of Afghanistan went out of 
existence. 

In addition to the above list of those whose participation in 
the Movement has been publicly announced by the 
Committee, a number of other organizations work closely 
with the Movement to advance its cause and build and 
strengthen vanguard communist organization. 
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We decided to r~rint the follow­
ing interview with Chairman Gonzalo , 
beCause the "crime" for which he was 
convicted was Formulating the ideas 
expressed in it and roming_ them into 

From El Diario, 1988 

a material force-hy taking them to the 
masses of Peruvian people. Millions 
have taken up this line as the key to 
the liberation of Peru and mankind, 
and, guns in hand, they are 
assaulting the old order and shaking 
the whole world. 

This interview is a succinct and 
irrefutable answer to the manY, 
slanders that have been hurleCJ 
against Chairman Gonzalo, PCP 
and the Maoists in general. Here 
Chairman Gonzalo explains his 
parfy's ideal~ its history, the politics 
and strategr. Of the peoP.le's war, the 
national and international context and 
perspectives, and somethi~g of his 
own ~rsonal development. Maoists 
and all those who want to understand 
the People's War in Peru ~II Rnd this 
a treasure-trove to be closely studied. 
No one who reads this interview with 
an open mind, regardless of their 
views, can fail to recognize the 
greatness of this man. 

When you read this interview and 
see, in a very living way, his 
historical and philosophical sweep, 
his profound grasp of concrete 
conditions, his complete commitment 

i!: to the masses of people and his 
;t confidence in their abi1ity to bring 
~ about world communism, then you 

can understand why the rulers of this 
~ world hate him with such blind 

0 fanaticism, and why growing 
;t millions in Peru and elsewhere love 

him with a dear-minded devotion, 
and are determined not to allow any 
harm to befall Chairman Gonzalo. 

In presenting Chairman Gonzalo's 
thinkin~ in this form, the interview 
also gives a sense of the further 
great contributions he will make. The 
world's oppressed will do everything 
possible to ensure that we are not 
robbed of this outstanding leader. 

In addition to giving the measure 
of this man, the interview also is very 
helpful in understanding how to 
analyse the present situation of 
Chairman Gonzalo's captivity and 
what attitude to take towards it. His 
remarks on "difficult situations" near 
the end are particularly relevant 

In the current world-wide cam­
paign to defend the life of.Chairman 
Gonzalo a wide arr~ of forces and 
people ~om all wal~s of life have 

Interview With 
. Chairman Gonzalo 

come forward to fight for this cause 
alongside Maoists and other 
revolutionaries. This excellent unity 
can only be further strengthened if at 
the same time the Maoists independ­
ently make known their own views, 
including those of Chairman 
Gonzalo and his Party. We hope 
that this interview continues to be 
given the widest circulation, as part 
of this magazine and in other forms, 
in as many languages as possible, 
as a component of the world-wide 
campaign to defend the life of 
Chairman Gonzalo. 

This interview is the only one he 
has ever ~iven. It was conClucted in 
clandestimty in July 1988 by the co­
editors of the Lima newspaper El 
Diario, Luis Arce Boria and Janet 
Talavera. Two hundred thousand 
<?:OP.ies were distributed before the 
police moved in to smash the 
newspaper's facilities and arrest its 
staff. Janet Talavera was iailed and 
eventually sent to Canto Grande 
prison awaiting trial. On May 9th, 
1992, in the wake of an armed 
forces attack on the prison, she and 
forty other women and men 
P.risoners were selected out and shot 
Clead. Luis Arce Boria escaped From 
Peru and currentlY- edits an inter­
national edition of El Diario from 
Brussels, Belgium. Recentlx the 
fujimori government demandea that 
he be extradited to Lima to stand trial. 
The only charge against him is 
"a.eology fo~ t~rrorism"1 for having 
edited El D1arto and above all for 
having done this remarkable 
interview. This is another indication of 

how much this piece hurt - and 
continues to hurt - the Peruvian 
regime and its backers. - AWTW 

OBJECTIVES 

El Diario: Chairman Gonzalo, 
what prompted you, after a lengthy 
silence, to do this interview? And 
why did you choose El Diario? 

Chairman Gonzalo: Let us start 
by saying that the Communist Party 
of Peru [Partido Comunista del Peru 
(PCP) - trans.], which has been 
leading the People's War for more 
than eight years now, has expressed 
itself publicly in a number of 
different documents. We have 
always considered the pronounce­
ments of the Party itself to be much 
more important, because that way it 
is crystal clear that it is the PCP that 
has dared to initiate the People's 
War, lead it, and carry it forward. 

The reason we are taking this 
occasion to speak in a personal 
interview like this one, which is the 
first time we have had the pleasure 
to do so, and specifically with' you, 
has to do with the Party Congress. 
Our Party has accomplished a long­
awaited historic task with the 
convening of its Congress. For 
decades we struggled hard to bring 
this about, but it's only the People's 
War that has given us the conditions 
to actually accomplish it. That's why 
we say that the First Congress is the 
of.fspring of two great parents: the 
P~y and the People's War. As the 
official documents state, this 

·,', 
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) 

foreigners, it is better, and 
more in accord with our 
principles, to be interviewed 
by a paper like El Diorio, 
which is really struggling 
every day under difficult 
conditions to . serve the 
people and the revolution. 
That is the reason. 

EI Diario: Chairman 
Gonzalo, have you weighed 
the possible implications of 
conducting this interview? 
Let me ask you - don' t you 
run some risk talking 
publicly at this time? 

Chairman Gonzalo: Being 
communists, we fear noth­
ing. Moreover, our Party has 
steeled us to challenge death 
itself, and to carry our life on 
our fingertips so that we may 
give it whenever the revolu­
tion demands it. We believe 
that this interview has over­
riding importance: it serves 
our Party, serves the revolu­
tion, serves our people and 

-------------------~- our class, and a lso - why 
Chainnan Gonzalo portrayed on art done not say it - serves the inter-
by prisoners celebrating the 
5th a nniversary of the 
People's War, 1985. 

national proletariat, th e 
peoples of the world, th e 
world revolution. Whatever 

risk then, is nothing especially, I 
repeat, steeled as we are by the Party. 

Congress marks a milestone, a 
victory, in which our Party has been 
able to s um up th e long road 
trave led, and has establis hed the I. IDEOLOGICAL QUESTIONS 
three basic elements of Party unity: its 
ideology, which is Marx~i sm­
Leninism-Maoism, Gonzalo Thought; 
the programme; a nd the general 
political line . Furthermore, this 
Congress has establi shed a solid 
basis for advancing towards the 
prospective seizure of Power. The 
Congress, then, is a great victory, 
and it is one of the main reasons for 
giving this interview. Other reasons 
have to do with the profound crisis 
tha t our country is goi ng through, 
a nd the ever-g row in g and more 
powerful development of the class 
s truggle of the masses, and with the 
international si tuation a nd how 
revolution is the main trend in the 
world. 

As to why we are doi ng thi s 
interview with El Diorio, there is a 
very simple reason. El Diario is a 
trench of combat and today it is the 
only tribune tha t really serves the 
people. We believe that though it 
wo uld have been possible to be 
interviewed by o th ers , including 

El Dia rio: Chairman, let's talk 
about one of the ideological found­
ations of the PCP, Maoism. Why do 
you consider Maoism the third stage 
of Marxism? 

Chairman Gonzalo: This point is 
crucial, and of enormous conse -
qu ence. For us, Ma rxi sm is a 
process of development, and this 
great process has given us a new, 
third, and higher stage. Why do we 
say that we are in a new, third, and 
higher stage, Maoism? We say this 
because in examining the three 
component parts of Marxism, it is 
clearly evident that Chairman Mao 
Tsetung has developed each one of 
these three parts. Let's enumerate 
them: in Marxist philosophy no one 
can deny his great contribution to 
the development of dialectics , 
focusing on the law of contradiction, 
es tab li s hin g that i t is th e only 
fundam e ntal law. On politica l 
economy, it will suffice to highlight 
two things. The first, of immediate 
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and concrete importance for us, is 
bureaucrat capitalism, and second, 
the development of the political 
economy of socialism, since in 
synthesis we can say that it is Mao 
who really established and devel­
oped the po!itical economy of 
socialism. With regard to scientific 
socialism, it is enough to point to 
Pe ople's War, since it is with 
Chairma n Mao Tsetung that the 
international proletariat has attained 
a fully developed military theory, 
giving us then the military theory of 
our class, the proletariat, applicable 
everywhere. We believe that these 
three questions demonstrate a 
development of universal character. 
Looked at in this way what we have 
is a new stage - and we call it the 
third one, because Marxism has two 
preceding stages, that of Marx and 
tha t of L enin , which is why we 
speak of Marxism-Leninism. A 
higher stage, because with Maoism 
the ideology of the worldwide 
proletariat attains its highest 
development up to now, its loftiest 
peak, but with the understanding 
that Marxism is - if you ' 11 excuse 
the re iteration - a dialectical unity 
that develops through great leaps , l::ai. 
and that these great leaps are what 
give rise to stages. So for us, what ~ 
exists in the world today is ~ 
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism, and t:J 
principally Maoism. We think that to ~ 
be Ma rxists today, to be Com- 0 
munists, necessarily demands that ~ 
we be Marxist-Leninist-Maoists and ~ 
principally Maoists. Otherwise, we ~ 
couldn't be genuine communists. ~ 

I would like to emphasize a ~ 
situation that is rarely taken into a:> 
account and definitely deserves to be 
studied closely today. I am referring 
to Mao Tsetung's development of 
Lenin's great thesis on imperialism. 
This is of great importance today, 
and in the historical stage that is 
presently unfolding. Again simply 
listing his contributions, we could 
point out the follow ing: he dis­
covered a law of imperialism when 
he sa id tha t imperialism makes 
trouble and fails, makes trouble 
again and fails again, until its final 
doom. He also specified a period in 
the process of development of 
imperialism, which he called "the 
next 50 to 100 years", years, as he 
said, unparalleled on earth, during 
which, as we understand it, we will 
sweep imperialism and reaction 
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from the face of the earth. He also 
pointed to something that today 
more than ever can't be ignored. He 
said that "a period of struggle 
between U.S. imperfalism and 
Soviet social-imperialism has 
begun". In addition, we all know of 
·his great strategic thesis that 
"imperialism and all reactionaries 
are paper tigers". This is a thesis of 
enormous importance and· we must 
keep in mind that Chairman Mao 
applie.<;l this thesis to U.S. impe­
rialism and Soviet social-impe­
rialism, both of which we have no 
reason to be afraid· of. But also, we 
must keep in mind how he saw the 
development of war, following 
exactly what Lenin had stated about 
the era of wars that had opened up in 
the world. The Chairman has taught 
us that a country, a nation, a people, 
no matter how small, can defeat the 
most powerful exploiter and domin­
ator on Earth if they dare to take up 
arms. Moreover, he has talight us 
how to understand the process of 
war and how never to fall for 
nuclear blackmail. I believe that 
these are some questions that we 
must keep in mind in order to 

Q) understand how Chairman Mao 
~ st Tse tung developed Lenin's great 
0> thesis on imperialism. And why do I 
,._ insist on this? Because we 
~ understand that just as Lenin's 

contributions are based on the great e work of Marx, Chairman Mao 
Q Tsetung's developments are based 
~ on the great work of Marx and 
~ Lenin, on Marxism-Leninism. We 
;:a; would never be able to understand 
~ Maoism, without understanding 

Marxism-Leninism. 

And what, precisely, is our task 
today? It is to raise up the banner 

of our ideology, defend, and 
apply it, and to struggle 

energetically so that if will lead 
and guide ihe world revolution. 

We believe that these things are of 
great importance today, and for us it 
has been decisive to understand 
Maoism in theory and practice as a 
third, new, and higher stage. 
· El Diario: Chairman Gonzalo, do 
you believe that if Jose Carlos 
Mariategui were alive he· would 
uphold the theories and contribu­
tions of Chairman Mao? 

·· Chairman Gonmlo: In synthesis, reduce the ideology of the proletariat 
Mariategui was a Marxist-Leninist. to a simple method. To do so is to 
Beyond \that, in Mariategui, the debase it and deny it. Please excuse .. 
founder of the Party, we find theses my insistence, but as Chairman Mao 
similar to those that Chairman Mao said, "it isn't enough to say it once, 
has made universal. Thus, as I see it, but a hundred times, it isn't enough 
today Mariategui would be a to say it to a few, but to many". 
Marxist-Leninist-Maoist. This is not Basing myself on this I say that the 
speculation, it is simply the product ideology of the proletariat, 
of understanding the life and work Marxism-Leninism-Maoism and 
of Jose Carlos Mariategui. today principally Maoism, is the 

El Diario: Moving on to another only all-powerful ideology because 
question, what is the ideology of the it is true, and historical facts are 
proletariat and what role does it play showing that. It is the product, aside 
in the social processes of the world from what has already been said, of 

. today? What do the classics, Marx, the extraordinary work of extra-
Lenin and Mao, mean to the PCP? ordinary historical figures like Marx, 

Chairman Gonzalo: Today, Engels, Lenin, Stalin, and Chairman 
tomorrow, and in these stormy Mao Tsetung, to point out the most 
decades in which we live, we can outstanding. But among them we 
see the enormous and overriding give special emphasis to three: 
importance that proletarian ideology Marx, Lenin, and Chairman Mao 
has. First, although I'm emphasizing Tsetung as the three banners that are· 
something that is well known, it is embodied, once again, in Marxism­
the theory and practice of the final Leninism-Maoism, and principally 
class in history. The ideology of the Maoism. And what, precisely, is our 
proletariat is the product of the task today? It is to raise up the 
struggle of the international banner of our ideology, defend, ailtl 
proletariat. It also comprehends the apply it, and to struggle ener­
study and understanding of the getically so that it will lead and 
whole historical process of class guide the world revolution. Without 
struggle that went on before the proletarian ideology, there is no 
proletariat, of the struggle of the . revolution. Without proletarian 
peasantry in particular, the great ideology, there is no hope for our 
heroic struggles they have waged- class and the people. Without 
it represents the highest level of proletarian ideology, there is no 
study and understanding that science communism. 
has produced. In sum, the ideology El Diario: Speaking of ideology, 
of the proletariat, the great creation why Gonzalo Thought? 
of Marx, is the highest world Chairman Gonzalo: Marxism has 
outlook that has ever been or ever always taught us that the problem 
will be seen on Earth. It is the world lies in the application of universal 
outlook, the scientific ideology that truth. Chairman Mao Tsetung was 
for the first time provided mankind, extremely insistent on this point, 
our class principally, and the people, that if Marxism-Leninism-Maoism 
with a theoretical and practical is not applied to concrete reality, it is 
instrument for transforming the not possible to lead a revolution, not 
world. And we have seen how possible to transform the old order, 
everything that he predicted has destroy it, or create a new one. It is 
come about. Marxism has been the application of Marxism­
developing, it has become Marxism- Leninism-Maoism to the Peruvian 
Leninism, and today Marxism- revolution that has produced 
Leninism-Maoism. And we see how Gonzalo Thought. Gonzalo Thought 
this ideology is the only one capable has been forged in the class struggle 
of transforming the world, making of our people, mainly the proletariat, 
revolution, and leading us to the in the incessant struggles of the 
inevitable goal of communism. It is peasantry, and in the larger frame­
of enormous importance. work of the world revolution, in the 

I would like to emphasize midst of these earthshaking battles, 
something: it is ideology, but it is applying as faithfully as possible the 
scientific. Nevertheless, we must univ.ersal truths to the concrete 
understand very well that we cannot conditions of our country. Previous­
make any concessions to the stand ly we1 called it the Guiding Thought. 
of the bourgeoisie which wants to And if today the Party, through its 
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Congress, has sanctioned the term 
Gonzalo Thought, it's because a leap 
has been made in the Guiding 
Thought through the development of 
the People's War. In sum, Gonzalo 
Thought is none other than the 
application of Marxism-Leninism­
Maoism to our concrete reality. This 
means that it is principal specifically 
for our Party, for the People's War 
and for the revolution in our country, 
and I want to emphasize that But 
for us, looking at our ideology in 
universal terms, I emphasize once 
again, it is Maoism that is principal. 

El Diario: What role is 
revisionism playing, and how does 
the PCP struggle against it? 

Chairman Gonzalo: First, we 
should remember that every advance 
of Marxism has been made amidst 
fierce struggle. And in this process 
of development of Marxism, old­
style revisionism emerged and met 
its downfall in World War I. But 

· since then, we communists have 
confronted a new revisionism, 
modern revisionism, that began to 
develop with Khrushchev and his 
lackeys, and which is now unleash­
ing a new offensive against 
Marxism. Its principal centres are 
the Soviet Union and China. 

Revisionism arose as a complete 
negation of Marxism. Modern 
revisionism, likewise, is always 
aiming to substitute bourgeois 
philosophy for Marxist philosophy, 
going against political economy·, 
particularly denying the growing 
impoverishment and the inevitability 
of the downfall of imperialism. 
Revisionism strives to falsify and 
twist scientific socialism in order to 
oppose the class struggle and 
revolution, peddling parliamentary 
cretinism and pacifism. All ~~ese 
positions have been expounded by 
the revisionists, who have aimed for 
and continue to aim for the 
restoration of capitalism, the under­
mining and blocking of the world 
revolution, and to denigrate the 
conquering spirit of our class. But 
here I feel it is necessary to spell out 
some points to make this concrete: 
revisionism behaves like any 
imperialism. For example, the 
Soviet Union, Soviet social­
imperialism, preaches and practices 
parliamentary cretinism. It mounts 
and conducts armed actions for the 
purpose of gaining world hegemony. 
It carries out aggression; pits one 

people against another, sets masses 
against masses, and divides our class 
and the people. In a thousand and 
one ways Soviet revisionism fights 
against everything that is truly 
Marxist and everything that serves 
the revolution. We are an example of 
how tb~y do this. The social­
imperialists of. the USSR have 
developed a perverse worldwide 
plan to become a hegemonic super­
power using all the means at their 
disposal. This includes setting up 
phony parties, communist in name 
only, "bourgeois workers parties" to 
use Engels' words. And this is how 
Chinese revisionism and all revi­
sionists act, differing only with 
regard to their particular circum­
stances, according to who pulls their 
strings. . 

Therefore, for us, the task is to 
fight revisionism and fight it 
relentlessly. We must keep in mind 
the lesson that we can't fight 
imperialism without combatting 
revisionism. And our Congress has 
declared that we must wage a relent­
less and uncompromising struggle 
against imperialism, revisionism and 
reaction worldwide. 

How should ·we carry out this 
struggle? In all spheres: the ideolog­
ical, the economic, and the political 
- we must fight them in each one 
of these classic spheres. For if we 
should fail to carry out the struggle 
against revisionism, we wouldn't be 
communists. A communist has the 
obligation to combat revisionism, 
untiringly, and implacably. 

And we have fought against 
revisionism. We've fought against it­
since it first came on the scene. We 
were fortunate in this country to 
have been able to contribute by 
expelling them from the Patty in 
1964, a fact they always try to'-.hide. 
I want to make it very clear that the 
vast majority of the Communi,st 
Party united behind the banner of 
struggle against revisionism which 
Mao Tsetung had unfurled, and they 
took aim at and struck blows against 
revisionism in the ranks of the 
Communist Party of that· time until 
they expelled Del Prado and his 
gang. From that time .up to the 
present we've continued fighting 
revisionism, not only here, but be­
yond our borders as well. We oppose 
it intet'ilationally, we oppose the 
Soviet social-imperialism of Gorb­
achev, the Chinese revisionism of 
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the perverse Deng Xiaoping, the 
Albanian revisionism of Ramiz Alia, 
follower of the revisionist Hoxha, 
just as we oppose all revisionists, 
whether they follow the line of the 
social-imperialists, the Chinese or 
Albanian revisionists, or anyone else. 

El Diario: Chaiiinan, who is the 
main exponent of revisionism in 
Peru itself? 

Chairman Gonzalo: The so­
called Peruvian Communist Party, 
the one that publishes, or published, 
Unity, the fifth column of Soviet 
revisionism, headed by the crusty 
revisionist Jorge Del Prado, who 
some consider to be a "time­
honoured revolutionary". Secondly 
there is Patria Roja, an agent of 
Chinese revisionism whose party 
hacks worship Deng. 

El Diario: Do you think that the 
influence of revisionism among the 
Peruvian masses creates an adverse 
situation for the revolution? 

Chairman Gonzalo: If we keep in 
mind what Lenin taught us and what 
Chairman Mao in tum emphasized 
and continued to develop, we see that 
revisionism is an agent of the bour­
geoisie in the ranks of the proletariat, 
and so it provokes splits. It divides the ::tii. 
communist movement and Com­
munist Parties, it divides the ttade ~ 
union movement, and it breaks up and ;g 
divides the people's movement tJ 

Revisionism obviously is a cancer, 0~ a cancer that has to be ruthlessly 
eliminated. Otherwise we won't be ~ 
able to advance the revolution. ~ 
Remembering what Lenin said, in a ~ 
concise way, we must forge ahead ~ 
on two questions, the question of .... 
revolutionary violence, and the a:» 
relentless struggle against oppor­
tunism, again~ revisionism. 

I believe that in our countty, in 
considering the situation of the 
masses, we must see not only this 
question, but what Engels called the 
"colossal pile of rubbish". He taught 
us that when a movement lasts for 
decades, like the movement of the 
proletariat, and even more so the 
movement of the people, in our 
country, a great deal of rubbish piles 
up that needs to be swept away bit by 
biL Our view is that this is something 
that has to be considered as well. 

How m\fch can it influence the 
masses? Among the masses, what 
revisionism does is serve the cause 
of capitulation to internal reaction, 
concretely to the big bourgeoisie and 
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the landlords, to the landlord­
bureaucrat capitalist dictatorship 
which is the Peruvian State of today. 
Internationally, it capitulates to 
imperialism and serves sociaJ­
imperialist hegemony or the .desires 
for the same among certain powers 
evolving ..in that direction, like 
China. We believe that as the 
revolution and the People's War 
develop, as the class struggle sharp- · 
ens, the people and the proletariat 
heighten their understanding more 
and more. And at· the same time, as 
they are forced to witness the 
betrayal of the revisionists and 
opportunists of all kinds on a daily 
basis, and as they see even more of 
this in the future, the proletariat and 
the people will have to carry out 
their mission of sweeping the 
revisionists out of all the comers as 
best they can. Unfortunately, as 
Engels has taught us, they can't be 
eliminated all at once, as they are 
part of the "colossal pile of rubbish". 

El Diario: Do you believe that 
revisionism is being decisively 
defeated in this country? · 

Chairman Gonzalo: To reiterate 
what the founders of Marxism have 

~ taught, to the extent that revisionism 
~ acts in concert with the reactionary 
0) State, the masses will come to 
,._ understand its despicable role. As 
#1: they see its actions, to the extent the 
~ people as a whole and the class see 
~ how they act, it's inevitable that they 
Q will more and more come to 
~ understand the pernicious role of the e revisionists, as traffickers, sellouts 
~ of the workers, opportunists and 
.q: traitors. The revisionists are heading 

for their demise and have been for 
some time now, not only because of 
the People's War, but rather this 
process began when revisionism was 
expelled from the ranks of the Party, 
because at that point another batch 
of serious communists began to 
come forward, and later became 
those who today, under the guidance 
of the Communist Party of Peru, are 
leading the People's War. And we 
think that the masses, with the class 
in~lh?cts of which Mariategui spoke, 
will mcreasingly come to understand 
this, as they have already begun to do. 
. ~evisionism has already lost out, 
1t s only a matter of time. The 
problem "is already defined the 
rubbish has begun to be swept ~way, 
burned away; as I said, it's only a 
matter of time. The process of their 

demise began years ago. And if we 
go back further, to the beginnings, 
the "ball game" was lost when they 

. became revisionists, when they 
abandoned their principles - at that 
point. What remained to be seen was 
how the class struggle would 
develop, and how a Party like ours 
would be capable of carrying out its 
role, and how the masses would 
sustain it, support it and carry it 
forward, how they would come to 
see that it is their Party, that it 
defends their interests. And it is the 
masses themselves who will settle 
accounts,. giving tfjust punishment 
to those who for decades have sold 
out and who continue to sell out the 
proletariat's basic interests, and they 
will also condemn and .. sanction 
those traitors who try to do so or 
begin to do so. 

El Diario: What is your opinion of 
the New Evangelism put forward by 
the Pope? 
· ,' Chairman Gonzalo: Marx taught 
us that "religion is the opiate of the 
people". This is a Marxist thesis 
which is completely valid today, and 
in the future. Marx also held that 
religion is a social phenomenon that 
is the product of exploitation and it 
will be eliminated as exploitation is 
swept away and a new society 
emerges. These are principles that 
we can't ignore, and that we must 
always keep in mind. Related to the 
previous point, it must be remem­
bered that the people are religious, 
something which never has and 
never will prevent them from 
struggling for their basic class 
interests, and in this way serving the 
revolution, and in particular the 
People's War. I want to make it 
absolutely clear that we respect this 
religiousness as a question of freed­
om of religious beliefs, as recog­
nized by the programme which was 
approved by our Congress. 

So the question you asked really 
has to do, in our view, with the 
ecclesiastic hierarchy, with the 
Papacy, that old theocracy that had 
succeeded in developing as a power­
ful instrument in Roman times. Later, 
adapting itself to the conditions of 
feudalism, it gained a vast power, 
even greater than before. But it 
always tried to rein in the struggle of 
the people, and defended the interests 
of the oppressors and exploiters, 
acting as an ideological shield for the 
reactionaries, changing and adapting 

itself as new situations emerged. 
We can see this clearly if we think 

about the relation between the 
Church and the bourgeois revolu­
tion, the old bourgeois revolution, 
I'm referring to the French Revolu­
tion, for example. The Church 
fiercely defended feudalism, and 
later, through a lot of struggle and 
after the defeat of feudalism - let 
me repeat, through great struggle -
it adapted itself to the bourgeois 
order and became once again an 
instrument at the service of the new 
exploiters and oppressors. In the 
present situation, what we see is a 
historical process which is unstop­
pable. The era of the world proletar­
ian revolution, the new era begun in 
1917, presents the problem for the 
proletariat of how to lead revolu­
tions to change the old decadent 
order and create a genuinely new 
society, communism. In the face of 
this, how has the Church responded? 
As in previous times, it seeks to 
survive, and this is the basis of the 
Vatican II Council, where the 
Church sought to develop conditions 
that would permit it, first, to defend 
the old order as it has always done, 
and then, adjust and adapt itself in 
order to ·serve new exploiters, to 
continue to survive. This is what it 
seeks, this is the essence of Vatican II. 

The question of the "new evan­
gelism" refers explicitly to how 
ecclesiastical authority, the Pope in 
particular, sees the role of Latin 
America, where, as they themselves 
say and the current Pope said in 
1984, half the world's Catholics live. 
They are, consequently, trying to use 
the five hundredth anniversary of the 
discovery of America to push 
forward a so-called movement of 
"new evangelism". In sum, this is 
what they hope for: since evangel­
ism officially began in 1494 follow­
ing the discovery of America, with 
this new centennial they want to 
develop a "new evangelism" in 
defence of their bastion, this half of 
the "parish", half of the bastion that 
sustains them in1 power. This is their 
goal. In this way, the hierarchy and 
the Papacy aim to defend their 
position in America and serve U.S. 
imperialism, the dominant imperial­
ist power in Latin America. 

But we have to understand this 
plan in the context of a campaign 
and a worldwide·plan, linked to its 
relations with the Soviet Union on 
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the occasion of the millennium of its 
Christianization, the ties with 
Chinese revisionism, the actions of 
the Church in Poland, the Ukraine, 
etc. It is a worldwide plan and the 
"new evangelism" operates within it. 
As always they are attempting to 
defend the existing social order, to 
be its ideological shield, because the 
ideology of reaction, of imperialism, 
has become decrepit. In the future 
they will again seek to adapt in order 
to survive. But the prospects will be 
different, not like things were 
before. Marx's law will assert itself: 
religion will wither away as 
exploitation and oppression are 
destroyed and eliminated. And since 
the Papacy serves the exploiting 
classes, and what will follow is not an 
exploiting class, the Papacy will not 
be able to survive, and religion itself 
·will wither away. In the meantime, the 
freedom of religious belief has to be 
recognized until mankind, advancing 
through new objective conditions, 
comes to possess a clear, scientific 
and world-transforming conscious­
ness. We must, therefore, analyse the 
"new evangelism" in the context of 
this plan of the ·church to survive 
under new conditions, a transforma­
tion that they know must come. 

Just as the Peoples War is 
necessary to seize Powe1 it is 

necessary to prepare the 
ground for the seizure of Power. 
Whardo we mean by this? We 
must create organizational forms 

superior to those of the 
reactionaries. We believe that 

these are important lessons. A final 
one is proletarian internationalism, 
always developing the struggle as 
part of the international proletariat, 
always viewing the revolution as 

part of the world revolution, 
developing the People's War, 

as our Party's slogan says, 
in the service of the 

world revolution. 

El Diario: Chairman, according to 
what you've said, could we con­
clude, or would you say that the 
frequent visits of the Pope to our 
country have some relation to the 
People's War and the support the 
Pope is giving to the Garcia Perez 
regime? 

Chairman Gonr.alo: I believe that 

is right, that's the way it is. In 
general, his visits to Latin America 
have to do with the importance of 
Latin America. And his visits to Peru 
have to do with how he called on us to 
lay down our arms while blessing the 
weapons of genocide, as he did 
various times during his -two visits to 
Peru. 

El Diario: Now, Chairman, what 
will be the attitude of the PCP 
to.wards the religious theocracy 
when this Party assumes State 
Power? 

Chairman Gonzalo: Marxism has 
taught us to separate Church and 
State, this is the first thing we will 
do. Secondly, I want to repeat, we 
respect the freedom of religious 
belief of the people - applying 
fully the principle of freedom to 
believe, as well as not to believe, to 
be an atheist. That is how we will 
handle it .. 

II. ON THE PARTY 

El Diario: And moving to another 
subject of great importance in this 
interview, the Party. What are the 
most important lessons to be drawn 
from the PCP's development? 

Chairman Gonzalo: On the 
development of the Party and its 
lessons, we can understand its 
history by dividing it into three parts 
which correspond to the three peri­
ods of contemporary Peruvian soci­
ety. The first period, the first part, is 
the Founding of the Party, in which 
we were fortunate to have Jose 
Carlos Mariategui, a thoroughgoing 
Marxist-Leninist. But, inevitably, 
Mariategui was opposed, negated, 
his line was abandoned and the 
constitutional congress that he left as 
a pending task was never held. The 
so-called Constitutional Congress 
that was held approved, as we know, 
the so-called line of "national 
unity", which was totally opposed to 
Mariategui's theories. In this way 
the Party fell headlong into oppor­
tunism, suffering from the influence 
of Browderism, which Del Prado 
was linked up with, and later, 
modern revisionism. This whole 
process takes us to the second peri­
od, that of the Reconstitution of the 
Party; This is, in sum, a struggle 
against revisionism. lt is a period 
that we can clearly see beginning to 
unfold with a certain intensity in the· 
beginning of the '60s. This process· 
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leads the members of the Party to 
unite against the revisionist leader­
ship and, as· I have said before, to 
expel them in the IVth Conference 
of January 1964. The process of 
reconstitution continues to unfold in 
the Party until 1978-1979, when .. it 
ends and a third period begins, the 
period of Leading the People's War, 
which is the one we are living in now. 

What lessons can we draw from 
this? Jbe first lesson is the impor­
tance of the basis of Party unity, and 
its relation to the two-line struggle. 
Without this basis and its three 
elements ([I] Marxism-Leninism­
Maoism, Gonzalo Thought, [2] The 
Programme and [3] The General 
Political Line), there would be no 
basis for building the Party ideol­
·ogically and politically. But without 
two-line struggle there would be no 
basis for Party unity. Without a firm 
and thorough two-line struggle in 
the Party, there is no way to firmly 
grasp the ideology, nor establish the 
programme, nor the general political 
line, much less defend·, apply and 
develop them. For us the two-line 
struggle is fundamental, and that has 
to do with our view of the Party as a 
contradiction, in accordance with the :ti.. 
universal law of contradiction. A 
second lesson is" the importance of ~ 
People's War. A Communist Party's ;& 
central task is the seizure of Power t:I 
for the proletariat and the people. ~ 
Once constituted, and basing itself 0 
on the concrete conditions, the Party ~ 
must strive to carry out the seizure ::t 
of Power, which it can only do ..... 
through People's War. The third ;g 
important le§son is the need to forge ~ 
leadership. Leadership is key, and it Q) 

does not develop spontaneously but 
must be forged over a long period of 
intense and arduous struggle, 
particularly in order to provide 
leadership for a People's War. A 
fourth lesson we can sum up is the 
need to prepare the ground for the 
seizure of Power. Just as the 
People's War is necessary to seize 
Power, it is necessary to prepare the 
ground for the seizure of Power. 
What do we mean by this? We must 
create organi7.ational forms superior 
to those of the reactionaries. We 
believe that these are important 
lessons. A final one is proletarian 
internationalism, always developing 
the struggle as part of the inter­
national proletariat, always viewing 
the revolution as part of the world 
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revolution, developing the People's -
War, as our Party's slogan says, in 
the service of the world revolution. 
Why? Because in the final analysis a 
Communist Party has ail irreplace­
able final goal: communism. And, as 
has been establi§hed, onto that stage 
all must enter, or no one will. We 

··· believe that these are the most crucial 
lessons that we should sum up. 

El Diario: ChaimtaQ,· what is the 
significance of Jose Carlos 
Mariategui for the PCP? 

Chairman Gonzalo: For the PCP, 
Mariategui is its founder. He built 
the Party on a clear Marxist-Leninist 
basis. Consequently, he provided it 
with a clear ideological stand. For 
him, Marxism-Leninism was the 
Marxism of his era, of his time. He 
provided the Party with a general 
political line. Mariategui, the 
greatest Marxist that America has 
produced until now, left us his 
greatest work, the fonnation of the 
Communist Party of ~eru. We 
understand very well what his loss 
meant for the Party, but we should 
be clear on the fact that he gave his 
very life to fulfill this great work. 
What we mean is that founding the 

~ Party took up his whole life. So he 
~ didn't have time to consolidate and 
0> develop the Party. Just think about it, 
,._ he died less than two years after its 
~ founding. A Party needs time to 

consolidate, to develop, in order to e carry out its historic task. 
Q We would like to point something 
~ out. As early as 1966 we stated that 
~ Mariategui's road must never be 
::ao abandoned, and that the task was to 
~ reclaim that road and develop it 

further. I want to emphasize, devel­
op it further. Why? Because on a 
world level Marxism had already 
entered a new stage that is today 
Maoism. In our own country, bur­
eaucrat capitalism, in particular, had 
developed right alongside of the 
inexhaustible struggle of the prole­
tariat and the Peruvian people, who 
have never ceased to struggle. For 
that reason, we set out to reclaim 
Mariategu.i 's road and develop it 
further. We have made the contri­
bution of rediscovering Mariategui 
and Jtis validity with regard to the 
general laws, which are the same 

.and only need to be applied in the 
new national and international 
context, as I've explained. This has 
been our contribution. 

A lot could be said, but it is more 

worthwhile I believe to emphasize a 
few things. In 1975, "Retomar a 
·Maria~gui y reconstituir su Partido" 
["Reclaim Mariategui and Rebuild 
his Party" - trans.] was published. In 
this bnef document we showed, in 
opposition to many who today call 
themselves Mariateguists, that 
Mariategui was "guilty as charged", 
an avowed Marxist-Leninist as he 
himself correctly said. We have 
stated the five elements that con­
stitute his general political line. We 
showed that theories similar to those 
of Chairman Mao are found in 
Mariategui. Here it's enough to 
point to questions regarding the 
united front or the important ques­
tion of violence. Mariategui said, 
"Power is se.ized through violence 
and is defended with dictatorship," 
"today revolution is the bloody 
process through which things are 
born," and throughout the years of 
his glorious life he persistently 
upheld the role of revolutionary 
violence and class dictatorship. He 
also said that no matter how big a 
majority you might have in parlia­
ment, it could only serve to dissolve 
a cabinet, but never to do away with 
the bourgeois class. What ·is 
absolutely clear, and must be em-::. 
phasized· because it is key to his 
thought, is that Mariategui was anti­
revisionist. 

We have, in sum, struggled to 
reclaim and develop the road of 
Mariategui. But allow me to say 
something more. It would be good to 
ask some of those who now call 
themselves Mariateguists what they 
used to think of Mariategui - they 
rejected him, clearly and concretely. 
I am referring to those of today's 
PUM, yes, to those who come from 
the so-called "New Left", who 
proclaimed Mariategui outdated, a 
thing of the past, essentially that's 
all there was to their argument. But 
even more importantly, these and 
others, are they really Mariateguists? 
Let's take Barrantes Lingao. How can 
he be a Mariateguist if he is the 
complete negation of the clear 
Marxist-Leninist theories that 
Mariategui, in his time,· firmly and 
decisively uph~ld? Mariategui was 
never a parliamentarian, he proposed 
using elections for the purpose of 
propaganda and agitation. It was 
revisionists like Acosta who, in 1945, 
held that this view was outdated and 
that the task was to win seats in 

parliament. And this is what the 
phoney Mariateguists, out and out 
unrepentant parliamentary cretinists,. 
do today. 

In sum, this is how we view 
Mariategui: he is the founder of the 
Party, his role is etched in history so 
that no one will ever be able to deny 
it and his work will not perish. But it 
was necessary to continue on his 
road, to develop it further. The only 
logical way to carry through on the 
teachings of a Marxist-Leninist 
founder like Mariategui, whose 
thinking, I repeat, contained theories 
similar to Chainnan Mao's, is to be 
Marxist-Leninist-Maoists as we, the 
members of the Communist Party of 
Peru, are. We think the founder is 
himself a great example and ·we are 
extremely proud1that he was the one 
who founded our Party. 

El Diario: Chairman, what was 
Jose Carlos Mariategui 's influence 
on the development of the class 
consciousness of the Peruvian 
workers? 

Chairman Gonzalo: Mariategui 
accomplished a great deal in the 
midst of intense struggle, and excuse 
me if in answering your question I 
get into some other things as well. 
He was already a Marxist before 
going to Europe. This is the first 
thing we would like to insist on, 
because it is always said that he be­
came a Marxist there. The fact that 
he developed there is another thing. 
Obviously, the European experience 
was extremely important to him. 
Mariategui waged a very important 
struggle in the ideological sphere, a 
struggle on behalf of what he called 
socialism. This is the term he used, 
as he explained, because here this 
tenn had not been debased as it had 
been in Europe. But what he upheld 
and propagated was Marxism­
Leninism. 

He waged a political struggle of 
great importance in order to form 
the Party. And this has to do with the 
debate between Mariategui and 
Haya de la Torre, which today is 
being bandied about and cynically 
and shamelessly distorted. The es­
sence of this question is very clear: 
Mariategui proposed the fonnation 
of a Communist Party, a Party of the 
proletariat, while Haya de la Torre 
prop0sed the formation of a front 
sim~ to the Kuomintang, claiming 
that the proletariat in Peru was too 
tiny and immature to be able to give 



rise to a Communist Party. This was 
nothing but sophistry, and it is 
important to keep that in mind. But 
furthermore, the APRA party, when 
it was founded in Peru, was similar 
to Chiang Kai-shek's Kuomintang, 
that is, the executioner of the 
Chinese Revolution who carried out 
the counterrevolutionary coup in 
1927. This is something we should 
always bear in mind. Why do I 
emphasize this problem? Because 
now they are talking about an Haya­
Mariate guis m, even an Haya­
Leninism. Ridiculous! Mariategui 
indeed was a Marxist-Leninist, Haya 
was never a Marxist or a Leninist. 
Never! He always opposed Lenin ,s 
theories. It's necessary to emphasize 
this because we can,t let them get 
away with shameless distortions like 
these which, in the final analysis, are 
nothing but a mess, a hodge-podge 
thrown together in order to promote 
an alliance between the present-day 
APRA and the United Left [lzquier­
da Unida (IU) - trans.]. This is really 
the bottom line. The rest, cheap 
hoaxes. 

Well, but to answer your question. 
Mariategui did all this linked to the 
masses, to the proletariat, to the 
peasantry. He was theoretically and 
practically involved in the formation 
of the CGTP [Confederaci6n Gen­
eral de Trabajadores del Peru -
trans.], which is the product mainly 
of his work. But the CGTP that he 
founded in the latter part of the 
twenties is not the present-day 
CGTP, which is the complete nega­
tion of what Mariategui had estab­
lished. He also developed work with 
the peasantry. The peasant question 
was a central one for him. He saw it 
as the agrarian question, and es­
sentially the Indian questio!l as he 
explained so well. Likewise he 
worked with the intellectuals, as 
well as with women and the youth. 
Mariategui developed his work in 
connection with the masses, show­
ing them the way, establishing 
concrete fonns of organization and 
acting decisively to further develop 
the organization of the proletariat 
and the people of Peru. 

El Diario: Continuing on the same 
theme, why does the PCP give so 
much importance to the fraction that 
reconstituted the Party? 

Chairman Gonzalo: This is an 
important subject that is not well 
known outside the ranks of the 

Party. Let's begin with this: Lenin 
set forward the concept of the frac­
tion, conceiving of it as a group of 
like-minded persons solidly united 
in action around principles in their 
purest form, and that a fraction must 
openly state its political positions in 
order to carry out the struggle and 
develop the Party. It is this Leninist 
conception that we adopted to build 
the fraction in our Party. The 
fraction began to form in the early 
&60s and its formation was related to 
the worldwide struggle between 
Marxism and revisionism which was 
obviously reflected in our country. 
The fraction began to pose the prob­
lem of how to develop the revolu­
tion in Peru, and found these issues 
dealt with in Chairman Mao 
Tsetung,s works which had·by then 
begun to arrive in our country .. What 
issues did we focus on? We put 
forward that the revolution in Peru 
needed a Party with a solid ideo­
logical and political foundation, that 
the peasantry was the main force in 
our society while the proletariat was 
the leading class, and that the road 
we must follow was from the 
countryside to the city. This is how 
we unfolded things. The fraction 
contributed to the struggle against 
Del Prado's revisionism and we 
were part of all those who united to 
sweep the Del Prado clique from the 
ranks of the Party and expel them. 

The fraction continued to evolve 
within a framework in which there 
were several fractions in the Party, a 
fraction headed by Paredes and two 
others that didn ,t act openly, but 
went against the Leninist criteria for 
a fraction, and acted instead as a 
party within a party. I'm referring to 
Patria Roja, with its so-calle~ 
uChing-kang group," and the self­
proclaimed &&Bolshevik group." And 
then there was our fraction centred 
in the Ayacr&cho region. The fraction 
concentrated its efforts - the line 
having already been set in the Vth 
Conference of 1965 - on raising 
for consideration the question of the 
three instruments of the revolution. 
This gave rise to a poorly led intern­
al struggle. Because it lacked suf­
ficient cohesion, the Party exploded. 
Thus, first Patria Roja left the Party, 
expelled for following a right oppor­
tunist line, g~gating Chairman Mao, 
negating Mariategui, negating the 
existence of a revolutionary situa­
tion in Peru. Three fractions 
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remained. 
Later at the Vlth Conference held 

in·· 1969, we agreed ~n the basis of 
Party unity and on the reconstitution 
of the Party, two issues that the 
fraction had raised; just as in 1967 it 
had raised fundamentaL,questions in 
an expanded meeting of the political 
commission of that time. Paredes 
and his group weren't in agreement 
with the reconstitution of the Party, 
nor with the basis of Party unity, and 
mounted a plan to destroy the Party 
since they could not control it This 
was their sinister plan. A sharp 
struggle was waged against this right 
Iiquidationism, leaving two frac­
tions, ours and the self-proclaimed 
&&Bolshevik group" which was 
developing as left liquidationist. 
They held for example that there was 
stability in society and therefore a 
revolutionary situation did not exist 
They said that fascism would wipe us 
out, that mass work wasn't possible, 
that we should concentrate on train­
ing ca~e through study groups, etc. 

As a result of this struggle the 
fraction had to assume the task of 
reconstituting the Party by itself. 
Lenin said that there comes a time 
when it's necessary for a genuinely :. 
revolutionary fraction to rebuild the 
Party: This is the task that the ~ 
fraction assumed. Here one might j!! 
ask, why did the fraction shoulder tJ 
the task of reconstituting the Party? ~ 
Why dido 't it found another Party as ~ 
was the fashion, and still is today? ~ 
The first reason is because the Party :a: 
was founded in 1928 on a clear .,. 
Marxist-Leninist basis, and so it had I 
a -great deal of experience, experi- ~ 
ence drawn from both positive and G» 
negative lessons. What's more, 
Lenin said that wllen one is in a 
Party that is deviating, moving off 
.course, or falling headlong into 
opportunism, one has the duty to 
·strive to put it back on the right 
course. Not to do so is a political 
crime. So the importance of the frac­
tion is that it carried out this role, 
contributing to the reconstitution of 
the Party, beginning with laying the 
ideological and political foundation. 
We based ourselves on Maoism, 
which at that time was called Mao 
Tsetung Thoug~t, and on the estab­
lishment of a general political line. 
The fraction has the great distinction 
of having reconstituted the Party, 
and once that was done, the instru­
ment then existed: the &&heroic 
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combatant", the Communist Party of situation and can be readjusted and 
a new type, Marxist-Leninist- J'e9Ig3llized as n~ in the future. 
Maoist; the organized political van- Another thing that has come out of 
guard - and not a "iwlitical- the People's War, its main achieve­
military organization" . .as it is often ment, i~the New Power. We see the 
incorrectly put, hut the Party re- question of the New Power as being 
quired to launch the struggle to seize linked to the question of the united 

.. Power with arms in hand through front, basing ourselves on what 
People's War. Chainnan Mao said in his work "On 

El Diario: How has the Party New Democracy." We've also kept 
changed through the People's War? in mind the long and putrid 

Chairman Gonzalo: First, and experience with frontism in Peru 
most i~portant, the work leading up where they've bastardized and 
to the People's War helped us to continue to bastardize the united 
come to understand Maoism as a front, yesterday with the so-called 
new, third, and higher stage of . "National Liberation Front" and 
Marxism. It has helped us develop today mainly with the self-pro­
the militariz.ation of the Party and its claimed United. Left and other 
concentric construction. Through the monstrosities in formation like the 
People's War, a People's Guerrilla much cackled-about "Socialist 
Army has been forged. It was Convergence". In other words, we 
formed not long ago, in 1983. always take into account the prin-

The People's Guerrilla Army is ciples and concrete conditions of our 
important. It is the principal form of reality. (That is why we don't 
organization corresponding to the understand why they call us dog­
People's War which is the principal matists. In the final analysis, paper 
form of struggle. The People's will put up with whatever is written 
Guerrilla Army which we have on it.) This has led us to form the 
founded and which is developing Revolutionary Front for the Defence 
vigorously, is being built based on of the People [Frente Revolu­
Chairman Mao Tsetung's theories, cionario de Def ens a del Pueblo 
and on a very important thesis of (FRDP) - trans.]. Here is another 
Lenin's concerning the people's point. We were the ones who formed ... 
militia. Lenin, concerned that the the first front for the defence of the 
ar!fly could be usurped and used to peo.ple in Ayacucho. Patria Roja 
bnng about a restoration, held that a appropriated this heroic example, 
people's militia should assume the but deformed it in creating their 
functions of the army, police and "FEDIP". Even the name is wrong. 
administration. This is an important If this is a front for defence of the 
thesis and the fact that Lenin was people, why doesn't it defend the 
not able to put it into practice due to interests of the people? We build the 
historical circumstances does not Revolutionary Front for the Defence 
make it any less important and valid. of the People only in the country­
It is so important that Chairman side, and in the form of the People's 
Mao himself paid a lot of attention Committees it becomes the basis of 
to the task of developing a people's Power. And these People's Com­
militia. So our army has these fea- mittees in an area form a Base Area, 
tores, and it was formed by taking and all the Base Areas together we 
these experiences into account But, call the New Democratic People's 
at the same time, it has its own Republic in formation. In the cities 
specific features. We have a we have established the Revolu­
structure composed of three forces: a tionary Movement for the Defence 
main force, a local force and a base of the People which also serves to 
force. We have no independent wage the People's War in the city, 
militia, because it exists in the ranks gather forces, undermine the reac­
of the Army itself, which was tionary order and develop the unity 
formed according to this criteria. It of class forces in preparation for the 
w~ the a~ve-mentioned principles future insurrection. 
which guided us, but we also think Other changes have to do with the 

·it's c~rrect to say that the People's forging of cadre. Obviously war 
Gu.e~lla Army could not h.ave been forges in a different way. It steels 
built m any other way given our people, permits us to imbue our­
concrete conditions. This army, all the selves more deeply with our ideo­
same, has been able to act in every ..logy, and forge iron-like cadre who 

dare to challenge death, to snatch the 
laurels of victory from the clutches 
of death. Another change in the 
Party that we could point to, but on a 
different plane, has to do with the 
world revolution. The People's War 
has enabled the Party to demonstrate 
clearly how, by grasping Marxism­
Leninism-Maoism, we can develop a 
People's War without being sub­
ordinate to any power, be it a super­
power or any oUier power - how 
it's possible to rely on our own 
strength to carry forward People's 
War. All this has given the Party 
prestige on an international level 
that it never had before, and this is 
not vanity, far from it, it's just a 
simple fact, and it has also allowed 
us to serve the development of the 
world revolution ~s never before. In 
this way the Party, through the 
People's War, is fulfilling its role as 
the Communist Party of Peru. 

The People$ Guerrilla Arm}._: is 
important. It is the principal form· 
of organization corres~nding. to 

the Peoples War which 
is the principal form of struggle. 

El Diario: How do the workers 
and peasants participate in the 
People's Guerrilla Army? 

Chairman Gonzalo: The 
peasantry, especially the poor 
peasants, are the main participants, 
as fighters and commanders at dif­
ferent levels in the People's Guer­
rilla Army. The workers participate 
in the same ways, although the 
percentage of workers at this time is 
insufficient. 

El Diario: Chairman, where has 
the New Power developed most, in 
the countryside or in the city? 

Chairman Gonzalo: We are 
developing the New Power only in 
the countryside. In the cities it will 
be developed in the final stage of the 
revolution. It is a question of the pro­
cesg,.of People's War. I think that when 
we analyse People's War we 'II be able 
to deal with this point a little more. 

El Diario: Chairman, moving on a 
bit, the documents of the Com­
munist Party establish you as the 
Leader of the Party and the revolu­
tion. ·What does this imply, and how 
is it different from the revisionist 
theory of the cult of the.personality? 

Chairman Gonzalo: Here we 



must remember how Lenin saw the 
relationship between the masses, 
classes, the Party and leaders. We 
believe that the revolution, the Party, 
our class, generate leaders, a group 
of leaders. It has been like this in 
every revolution. If we think, for 
instance, about the October Revolu­
tion, we have Lenin, Stalin, Sverd­
lov and a few others, a small group. 
Similarly, in the Chinese revolution 
there's also a small group of leaders: 
Chairman Mao Tsetung, and his 
comrades Kang Sheng, Chiang 
-Ching, Chang Chun-chiao, among 
others. All revolutions are that way, 
including our own. We could not be 
an exception. Here it's not true that 
there is an exception to every rule 
because what we 're talking about 
here is the operation of certain laws. 
All such processes have leaders, but 
they also have a leader who stands 
out above the rest or who leads the 
rest, in accordance with the con­
ditions. Not all leaders can be 
viewed in exactly the same way. 
Marx is Marx, Lenin is Lenin, 
Chairman Mao is Chairman Mao. 
Each is unique, and no one is going 
to be just like them. 

In our Party, revolution, and 
People's War, the proletariat, by a 
combination of necessity and 
historical chance, has brought forth 
a group of leaders. In Engels' view, 
it is necessity that generates leaders, 
and a top leader, but just who that is 
is determined by chance, by a set of 
specific conditions that come 
together at a particular place and 
time. In this way, in our case too, a 
leadership has been generated. This 
was first acknowledged in the Party 
at the Expanded National Con­
ference of 1979. But this question 
involves another basic question that 
can't be overlooked and needs to be 
emphasized: there is no Leadership 
that does not base itself on a body of 
thought, no matter what its level of 
development may be. The reason 
that a certain person has come to 
speak as the Leader of the Party and 
the revolution, as the resolutions 
state, has to do with necessity and 
historical chance and, obviously, 
with Gonzalo Thought. None of us 
knows what the revolution and the 
Party will call on us to do, and when 
a specific task arises the only thing 
to do is assume the responsibility. 

We have been acting in accordance 
with Lenin's view, which is correct. 

The cult of personality is a revi­
sionist formulation. Lenin had 
warned us of the problem of negat­
ing leadership just as he emphasized 
the need for our class, the Party and 
the revolution to promote our own 
leaders, and more than that, top 
leaders, and. a Leadership. There fs a 
difference here that is worth 
emphasizing. A leader is someone 
who occupies a certain position, 
whereas a top leader and Leader­
ship, as we understand it, represent 
the acknowledgment of Party and 
revolutionary authority acquired and 
proven in the course of arduous 
struggle - those who in theory and 
practice have shown they are 
capable of leading and guiding us 
toward victory and the attainment of 
the ideals of our class. . 

Khrushchev raised the issue of the 
cult of personality to oppose com­
rade Stalin. But as we all know, this 
was a pretext for attacking the 
dictatorship of the proletariat. Today, 
Gorbachev again raises the issue of 
the cult of personality, as did the 
Chinese revisionists Liu Shao-chi 
and Deng Xiaoping. It is therefore a 
revisionist thesis that in essence 
takes aim against the proletarian 
dictatorship and the leadership and 
leaders of the revolutionary process 
in order to cut off its head. In our 
case it aims specifically at robbing 
the People's War of its Leadership. 
We do not yet have a dictatorship of 
the proletariat, but we do have a 
New Power that is developing in 
accordance with the norms of new 
democracy, the joint dictatorship of 
the workers, peasants and progres­
sives. In our case they seek to rob 
this process of leadership, and the 
reactionaries and those who serve 
them know very well why they do 
this, because it is not easy to 
generate revolutionary leaders and 
Leadership... And a People's War, 
like the one in this country, needs 
revolutionary leaders and Leader­
ship, someone who represents the 
revolution and heads it, and a group 
capable of leading it uncoqipro­
misingly. In sum, the cult of the 
personality is a sinister revisionist 
formulation which has nothing .to do 
with our concept of revolutionary 
leaders, which conforms with 
Leninism. 

El Diario:· ·what significance does 
the convening of the First- Congress 
of the Communist Party of Peru 
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have for you and your party? 
Chairman Gonzalo: Coming 

back to this we would like to men-
tion some points. We. would like to 
reiterate that it is a landmark victory. 
It is the fulfillment of an obligation 
set forth by the founder himself. We 
have held the First Congress of the 
Communist Party of Peru. What 
does this imply? We reaffirm that 
none of the four congresses that took 
place up until 1962 - during a 
period in which we were developing 
within the existing Party - none of 
these was a Marxist congress. None 
of them adhered strictly to the 
outlook of the proletariat. This Con­
gress of ours, to underline what I 
have just said, was a Marxist 
Congress, but taking place at this 
moment in history it was a Marxist­
Len in is t-Maoist Congress. And 
because Maoism is the third, new 
and highest stage, it is, in the final 
analysis, the principal of the three. 
But there is also Gonzalo Thought, 
because the Congress was based on 
this thought which has crystallized 
in the process of applying the 
universal truth of Marxism­
Leninism-Maoism to our concrete 
conditions. For all these reasons it ~ 
was a "Marxist Congress, a ~ 
Congress of Marxism-Leninism- 0 
Maoism, Gonzalo Thought". f9 

This Congress has allowed us to a 
make a summation of our whole ;:! 
process of development and to draw "' 
positive and negative lessons. This S§ 
Congress has allowed us to affirm :Z 
the basis of Party unity made up of ""' 
its three elements: (I) the ideology ;g 
of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism, ~ 
Gonzalo Thought, (2) the Cb 
Programme, and (3) the General 
Political Line and ... at its centre, the 
military line. Another achievement 
of the Congress is that it has laid a 
solid foundation for the prospective 
seizure of Power, I reiterate, 
prospective. 

Being in the midst of People's War 
is what has enabled us to carry out 
the Congress. And we say this 
because as far back as 1967 we 
proposed holding a fifth congress, 
and in 1976 we proposed a congress 
of reconstitution. For a number of 
years we made attempts, but we 
were not able ~to pull it together. 
Why? This speaks to what has 
happened in many parties that are 
preparing to take up arms, to enter 
into armed struggle. They become 
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entangled in big and explosive 
internal struggles that lead to 
divisions and end up short".'circuiting 
the development of the struggle to 
seize Power by force of-1ll'llls. This 
led us to postpone·.-the congress in 
1978 and to wait until we were in the 
midst of People's War to hold it We 
simply reasoned that once we were at 
war, who would be able to OPJlOSe the 
People's War? A congress and Party 
with guns in hand, waging a powerful 
People's.War, how would anyone be 
able to oppose developing the People's 
War? At that point they wouldn't be 
able to do us any real harm. 

The Congress has pushed forward 
our development in other aspects. It 
has made us see and understand the 
process of People's War more 
deeply, and in particular, the need to 
prepare for the seizure of Power. 
The Congress has also brought about 
a leap in the struggle, and this is 
good. It is necessary to say it c,learly, 
although some may want to mis­
interpret it, but, in short, we are not 
bothered anymore by misinter­
pretations or by alien and non-rev­
olutionary elements. The Congress 

· clarified that with respect to the two­
co line struggle in the Party, revision­
~ ism is the main clanger. 
CJ) This deserves a little explanation. 
~ At this time there is no right 
~ opportunist line in the Party, only 
:a; isolated rightist attitudes, ideas, e approaches and even some isolated 
Q rightist positions. -But precisely by 
~ delving into this question the 

0 Congress concluded that targeting 
== revisionism as the main danger is the 
~ best way the Party can ward off and 

prevent the emergence of a right 
opportunist line, which would be a 
revisionist line. 

Chairman Mao emphasized that 
we must always be concerned about 
revisionism because it is the main 
danger facing the world revolution. 
So we also take into consideration 
the situation outside our ranks, since 
any rightist tendency in the Party, 
expressed in, attitudes, ideas, 
·approaches, and positions of a 
rightist nature, has to do with ideo­
logical processes, with the reper­
cussions of the class·,struggle, and 
the campaigns of the reactionary 
State, with the actions of revi­
sionism itself in our country, with 
the counterrevolutionary activities of 
imperialism, especially the conten­
tion between the two superpowers, 

and the sinister role of revisionism 
on a world scale. So the Party 
prepares us and we raise our guard. 
And thus· ·by waging a firm and 
farsighted:two-line struggle among 
the people - because I repeat, there 
is no right opportunist line - we 
can avoid the emergence of a 
revisionist line. What we've said 
may be misinterpreted, but it's 
necessary to say things plainly and 
teach the people. The Congress has 
armed us and demands that we: look 
out for revisionism! and combat it 
relentlessly! wherever it should 
present -itself, beginning with 
preventing and combating whatever 
form it might take within the Party 
itself. And in this way we will also 
be better anned to fight revisionism 
outside our ranks and on a world 
scale. This is one of the most im­
portant points of the Congress. 

The Congress has given us great 
unanimity. Yes, unanimity. We 
adhere closely to what Lenin 
demanded, that a Party, in order to 
face complex and difficult situations 
like those we face daily - and will 
face even more in the decisive 
moments that are unfolding and will . 
unfold - has to have unanimity. We 
must carry out struggle in order to 
have a clear and defined line, a 
common understanding, in order to 
have iron-like unity and to strike 
powerful blows. So the Congress 
has also given us unanimity, but 
attained, I insist, through two-line 
struggle. This is how we do things. 
Why is this so? I repeat again, the 
Party is a contradiction and every 
contradiction consists of two aspects 
in struggle. This is the way it is and 
no one can escape.this. 

So today our Party is more united 
than ever, and more united because 
of the lofty tasks that must be under­
taken with firmness and deter­
mination. On another level, the 
Congress obviously selected a 
Central Committee, and since it is 
the First Congress, we have the First 
Central Committee. The Congress 
has given us all these things and, 
finally, as we well know, since this 
is the highest level of a Party, what 
has been sanctioned there has been 
ratified at the highest organizational 
level. Today, all this makes us 
stronger, more united, more deter­
mined, more resolute. Bunhere is 
something that is worth emphasizing 
again. The Congress is the offspring 

of the Party and of the war. Without 
the People's War this historic task, 
which had been pending for nearly 
60 years since the Party's founding 
in 1928, would not have been 
accomplished. But what is important 
is that the Congress sttengthens the 
development of the People's War. It 
returns to the People's War a 
hundredfold what the People's War 
contributed to the realization of the 
Congress. The People's War is 
stronger now and will gain even 
greater force, much more than before. 

For all these reasons, the Congress 
is for us, the members of the 
Communist Party of Peru, an im­
mortal milestone of victory, and we 
are certain that it will be imprinted 
in the history of our Party forever. 
We expect the Congress to lead to 
great things in the service of the 
proletariat of Peru, the Peruvian 
people, the international proletariat, 
the oppressed nations, and the 
people of the world. 

El Diario: Some people say that 
the convening of the First Congress 
of the PCP dealt a big blow to the 
reactionary forces because it took 
place under conditions of an intense 
People's War. What do you have to 

··Say? 
Chairman Gonzalo: It seems to 

us that this is an accurate assessment 
and it shows that there is a class and 
a people in this country who under­
stand what we are doing, what the 
Party is doing. For us this is an 
important expression of recognition 
which compels us to sb"ive harder in 
order to be worthy of such con­
fidence, such hope. 

El Diario: Was it necessary to 
carry out a struggle to purify the 
Party before the Congress was held? 

Chairman Gonzalo: No. In our 
case the all-out struggle took place 
at the IXth Plenum in 1979 in order 
to initiate the People's War. There 
we waged a fierce struggle against a 
right opportunist line that opposed 
the initiation of the People's War. It 
was there that expulsions and puri­
ficatien of the Party took place. But 
as is well established, such purging 
strengthens a Party, and so it was in 
our case. The proof is that we initi­
ated the People's War and have been 
carrying it out for eight years. At the 
Congress, there wasn't this kind of 
struggle to purify the Party. 

El Diario: Many people wonder 
where the strength and determination 



of the PCP cadre come from. Does it 
have to do with solid ideological 
training? What is this process like? 

Chairman Gonzalo: The strength 
of the Party members is based on 
ideological and political training. It 
is fortified through embracing the 
ideology of the proletariat, and its 
specific application, Marxism­
Leninism-Maoism, Gonzalo Thought; 
the programme; and the general 
political line and its central element, 
the military line. The strength of the 
cadre develops on this basis. One 
thing that we concerned ourselves 
with a great deal in initiating 
People's War was the cadre. The 
preparation for People's War raised 
the question for us of how to steel 
the cadre, and we imposed high 
demands on ourselves - to break 
with the old society, absolute and 
complete dedication to the rev­
olution, and to give our lives. This is 
well expressed when one recalls the 
1980 Plenary of the Central 
Committee and the military school. 
At the end of those events all the 
cadre made a commitment, we all 
took responsibility for being the 
initiators of the People's War. It was 
a solemn promise that later everyone 
in the Party made. 

How does this process take place? 
It starts with how each of the future 
cadre is forged in the class struggle 
before joining the Party. Each one 
participates in the class struggle, 
advances, and begins to work more 
closely with us until the time comes 
when that person on their own 
makes the big decision of asking to 
join the Party. The Party analyses 
the person's situation, -their sttengths 
and weaknesses - because we all 
have them - and if worthy, accepts 
them into the Party. Once in the 
Party, systematic ideological training 
begins. It is in the Party that we 
transform ourselves into commun­
ists. It is the Party that makes us into 
communists. A characteristic of the 
situation in recent years is that the 
cadre have been steeled in war. 
Moreover, those who join become 
part of a Party that is leading a war, 
and therefore they do so first and 
foremost to develop as communists, 
as fighters in the People's Guerrilla 
Army, or administrators, in some 
cases, in levels of the New State that 
we are organizing. 

So the People's War is another 
element of great importance that 

contributes to forging the cadre. In 
sum, while we take ideology and 
politics as our starting point, it is the 
war itself that forges the cadre. On 
that fiery forge we are moulded in 
accordance with the Party. And in 
this way we all advance and make a 
contribution._ Nevertheless, there ·is 
always a contradiction between the 
revolutionary line that is principal in 
our thinking and the opposing line. 
Both lines exist, since no one is a 
hundred percent communist. In out 
minds a struggle between two lines is 
waged, and this struggle is also key 
in forging the cadre, aiming always at 
keeping the revolutionary line 
principal. This is what we strive for. 

This is how our cadre are being 
forged, and the facts show the 
degree of revolutionary heroi~m that 
they are capable of, just like other 
sons and daughters of the people. 

El Diario: Do you think that one 
of the highest expressions of the 
heroism of the PCP cadre took place 
in the prisons on June 19th, 1986? 

Chairman Gonzalo: This was a 
high expression of it, yes. But we 
believe that the highest .. expression 
of revolutionary heroism, a raging 
torrent of heroism, occurred when 
we confronted the genocide of 1983 
and 1984, as we·battled the armed 
forces that had just entered the fray. 
This has been the most massive 
genocide so far. And it brought for­
ward, as a principal and vital aspect, 
gr-eat examples of the people's 
fighting spirit. Beyond this, it was a 
mass expression of heroism, of 
devotion, of sacrificing their lives -
and not only on the part of the 
communists, but also the peasants, 
workers, intellectuals, the sons and 
daughters of the people. This was 
the greatest demonstration of mass' 
revolutionary heroism to date, and 
the experience that has steeled us the 
most. ·~ 

Then why do we honour June 19th 
as the "Day of Heroism"? The 19th 
is a day that shows our people and 
the world what steadfast commun­
ists and consistent revolutionaries 
are capable of, because it was not 
only communists who died. The 
majority were revolutionaries. It has 
emerged as a symbol because there 
is a specific date, while the general 
genocide lasted for two years and 
involved many scattered events. The 
19th was a single event, an example 
whose enormous impact shook Peru 
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and the world. For this reason we 
honour June 19th as the "Day of 
Heroism". 

El Diario: Chairman, how does 
the PCP sustain the huge Party 
apparatus, including the People's 
Guerrilla Army? 

Chairman Gonzalo: i ·think this 
deserves a detailed explanation. 
Concerning the Party, Chairman 
Mao teaches us, as did Marx, Lenin 
and all the great Marxists, that the 
Party is not a mass party, though the 
Party has a mass character. It has a 
mass character in the sense that 
while being a select organization -
a selection of the best, of the proven, 
of those, as Stalin said, who have 
what it takes - being numerically 
small in proportion to the broad 
masses, the Party defends the 
interests of the proletariat, and takes 
responsibility for the class interests 
of the proletariat in taking respon­
sibility for its emancipation, which 
can only come with communism. 
But since other classes that make up 
the people also participate in the 
revolution, the Party defends their 
interests as well, in accordance with 
the fact that the proletariat can only 
emancipate itself by emancipating :ti.. 
all the oppressed. There is no other 
way it Gan emancipate itself. ~ 

Because of this, the Party has a i\!l 
mass character, but it isn't a mass CJ 
party. The mass party, of which so ;::! 
much is said today, is nothing but an "" 
expression, once again, of rotten ~ 
revisionist positions. Such parties ~ 
are parties of followers, of officials, ..., 
organizational machines. Our Party is I 
a Party of fighters, of leaders, an ~ 
instrument of war like the one Lenin Q) 

himself would demand. I believe we 
can understand this IJlore deeply if we 
remember how many Bolsheviks 
there were when the October 
Revolution triumphed: 80 thousand in 
a country of 150 million inhabitants. 

The Party is a system of organiza­
tions and obviously has its neces­
sities. The formation of an army that 
is numerically much larger, more 
vast, also has its necessities. 
Marxism, and especially Chairman 
Mao, has taught us how to resolve 
this problem, too. The CPC, based 
on Chairman Mao Tsetung's teach­
ings, concluded that giving econ­
omic aid to parties was corrosive, 
and that it was a revisionist policy, 
because a Party must be self-reliant 
This is what we have followed: self-
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reliance. Self-reliance has to do with 
economic necessities, but mainly, as 
we understand it, it has to do with 
ideological and political· orientation. 
With that as our starting point we 
can see how..dto deal with the 
economic necessities which are 
always present - it would be an 
error to say they don't exisL 

Basing ourselves on these criteria 
we have resolved the problem and 
we will continue to resolve it by 
relying on the masses. It is the 
masses of our people, the prole­
tariat, our class - because this is 
our class - to which we owe our 
existence and which we serve; our 
peasantry, mainly the poor 
peasants; the intellectuals; the petty 
bourgeoisie; the advanced; the 
revolutionaries, those who want a 
radical transformation, in a word, 
revolution - that's who sustains 
the Party. It is mainly the peasantry 
and the proletariat who ,sustain it. 
And taking it further, the poor 
peasants especially are the ones 
who go without to give us food 
from their tables, who share their 
blanket with us, and make a little 
place for us in their hut. They are 

~ the ones who sustain us, support us 
SI and even give us their own blood, 
0) as does the proletariat, as do the 
,,.. intellectuals. This is how we are 
i: developing. This is what we base 
~ ourselves on. e This problem brings us to the 
Q following questions. Since we start 
~ from this basis it allows us to be 
~ independent, to be under no one's 
~ command. Because in the inter­
~ national communist movement it 

became the habit to obey com­
mands. Khrushchev was a champion 
at issuing commands, as is 
Gorbachev today, or that sinister 
character Deng. Independence, 
because each Communist Party must 
decide for itself since it is 
responsible for its own revolution, 
not in order to separate it from the 
world revolution, but precisely in 
order to setve it. This allows us to 
make our own decisions, to decide 
for ourselves. Chairman Mao said it 
like this: we were given a lot of 
advice, some gooa, some bad. We 
accepted the good and rejected the 
bad. But if we had accepted some 
erroneous principle, the responsi~ 
bility would not have belonged to 
those who gave the advice, but to us. 
Why? Because we make our owrt 

decisions. That comes with indepen­
. dence, and it leads to self-suffici­
ency, to self-reliance. 

It is the mQsses of our people, the 
proletariat, our class - because 

this is our class - to which 
we owe our existence and which 
we serve; our peasantry, mainly 

the p<?Or peasants; the intellectuals; 
the petty bourgeoisie; the 

advanced; the revolutionaries, 
those who want a radical 

, transformation, in a word, 
revolution - that's who sustains 

the Party. It is mainly the peasantry 
and the proletariat who sustain it. 

And taking it Further, the poor 
peasants especially are the ones 
who go without to give us food 

from their tables, who share 
their blanket with us, and make a 
little place for us in their hut. They 

are the ones who sustain us, 
support us and even give us their 

own blood, as does the 
proletariat, as do the intellectuals. 

Does this mean that we don't 
recognize proletarian international­
ism? No, on the contrary, we are 
fervent and consistent practitioners 
of proletarian internationalism. And 
we are confident that we have the 
support of the international proletar­
iat, the oppressed nations, the 
peoples of the world, the parties or 
organizations that remain loyal to 
Marxism whatever their degree of 
development, and we recognize that 
the first thing that they give us, their 
primary support, is their own 
struggle. The- propaganda or cele­
brations that they carry out are a form 
of support that is creating favourable 
public opinion and this is an expres­
sion of proletarian internationalism. 
Proletarian internationalism also 
underlies the advice they give us and 
the opinions they express. But, I 
insist, we are the ones who must 
decide whether we accept these or 
not If they are correct, we welcome 
them, obviously, because between 
Parties we have the obligation to help 
each other, especially in such difficult 
and complex times. 

Then, to reiterate, all the struggles 
waged by the proletariat, the 
oppressed nations, the peoples of the 
world, the parties and organizations 
steadfast and loyal to Marxism -

all that struggle is the primary 
concrete form of proletarian interna­
tionalist help. Nevertheless, the 
greatest assistance we have is 
undying Marxism-Leninism-Maoism, 
the ideology of the international 
proletariat, which has been gen­
erated by the working class through 
long decades and thousands of 
struggles all over the world. This is 
the greatest assistance we receive 
because it is the light, without which 
o_ur eyes would see nothing. But with 
this light our eyes can see and our 
hands can act This is how we see this 
problem, and this is how we advance. 

El Diario: Chairman, perhaps the 
answer to this question is obvious, 
but we would like to know your 
opinion of the revisionist parties that 
are financed tiY international foun­
dations, and the big imperialist 
powers, and by social-imperialism. 

Chairman Gonzalo: They have 
betrayed the world revolution, betray 
revolution in every country, and 
betray our class and the pe9ple, 
because to serve superpowers or 
imperialist powers, to serve revision­
ism, especially social-imperialism, to 
dance to their tune, to be pawns in 
their game of world domination is to 
betray the revolution. 

Ill. PEOPLE'S WAR 

El Diario: Chairman, let's talk 
about the People's War now. What 
does violence . mean to you, 
Chairman Gonzalo? 

Chairman Gonzalo: With regard 
to violence we start from the 
principle established by Chairman 
Mao Tsetung: -violence, that is the 
need for revolutionary violence, is a 
universal law with no exception. 
Revolutionary violence is what 
allows us to resolve fundamental 
contradictions by means of an army, 
through People's War. Why do we 
start from Chairman Mao's thesis? 
Because we believe Mao reaffirmed 
Marxism on this question, estab­
lishing that there are no exceptions 
whatsoever to this law. What Marx 
held, that violence is the midwife of 
history, continues to be a totally 
valid and monumental contribution. 
Lenin expounded upon violence and 
spoke about Engels' panegyric 
praise of revolutionary violence, but 
it was the Chairman who told us that 
it :was a universal law, without any 
exception. That's why we take his 



thesis as our starting point. This is 
an essential question of Marxism, 
because without revolutionary 
violence one class cannot replace 
another, an old order cannot be 
overthrown to create a new one -
today a new order led by the 
proletariat through Communist 
Parties. 

What Marx held, that violence 
· is the midwife of history, ct>ntinues 

to be a totally valid and 
monumental contribution. Lenin 
SXFJ<?Unded Uf!On violence and 
spoke about Engels' panegyric 
praise of revolutionary violence, 

but it was the Chairman who told 
us that it was a universal law, 

without any exception. That's why 
we toke his thesis as 

our starting point. 

The problem of revolutionary 
violence is an issue that is more and 
more being put on the table for 
discussion, and therefore we com­
munists and revolutionaries must 
reaffirm our principles. The problem 
of revolutionary violence is how to 
actually carry it out with People's 
War. The way we see this question is 
that when Chairman Mao Tsetung 
established the theory of People's 
War and put it into practice, he 
provided the proletariat with its 
military line, with a military theory~ 
and practice that is universally valid 
and therefore applicable everywhere 
in accordance with the concrete 
conditions. 

We see the problem of war this 
way: war has two aspects, destruc­
tive and constructive. Construction 
is the principal aspect. Not to see it 
this way undermines the revolution 
- weakens it. On the other hand, 
from the moment the people take up 
arms to overthrow the old order, 
from that moment, the reaction 
seeks to crush, destroy and anni­
hilate the struggle, and it uses all the 
means at its disposal, including 
genocide. We have seen this in our 
country; we are seeing it now, and 
will continue to see it even more 
until the outmoded Peruvian State is 
demolished. 

As for the so-called dirty war, I 
would like to simply point out that 
they claim that the reactionary 
armed forces learned this dirty war 

from us. This accusation clearly 
expresses a lack of understanding of 
revolution, and of what a People's 
War is. The reaction, through its 
armed forces and other repressive 
forces, seeks to carry out their 
objective of sweeping us away, of 
eliminating us. Why? Because we 
want to do the same to them -
sweep them away and eliminate 
them as a class. Mariategui said that 
only by destroying, demolishing the 
old order could a new social order 
be brought into being. In the final 
analysis, we judge these problems in 
light of the basic principle of war 
established by Chairman Mao: the 
principle of annihilating the enemy's 
forces and preserving one's own 
forces. We know very well that the 
reaction has used, is using, and will 
continue to use genocide. Oil this we 
are absolutely clear. And conse­
quently this raises the problem of 
the price we have to pay: in order to 
annihilate the enemy and to pre­
serve, and even more to develop our 
own forces, we have to pay a price 
in war, a price in blood, the need to 
sacrifice a part for the triumph of the 
People's War. 

As for terrorism, they claim we're 
terrorists. I would like to give the 
following answer so that everyone 
can think about it: has it or has it not 
been Yankee imperialism and 
particularly Reagan who has 
branded all revolutionary move­
ments as terrorists, yes or no? This 
is how they attempt to discredit and 
isolate us in order to crush us. That 
is their dream. And it's not only 
Yankee imperialism and the other 
imperialist powers that combat so­
called terrorism. So does social­
imperialism and revisionism,: and 
today Gorbachev himself proposes 
to unite with the struggle against 
terrorism. And it isn't by chance that 
at the Vfilth Congress of the Party 
of Labour of Albania, Ramiz Alia 
dedicated himself to combatting 
terrorism as well. 

But it's very useful for us to 
remember what Lenin wrote: "Long 
live the pioneers of the people's 
revolutionary army! It is no longer a 
plot against some detested individ­
ual, no act of vengeance or despera­
tion, no mere 'intimidation' - no, it 
was a w.ell thought-out and. well 
prepared commencement of opera­
tions by a contingent of the 
revolutionary army." '4Fortunately, 
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the time has passed when revolution 
was 'made' by individual terrorists, 
because people were not revolution­
ary. The bomb has- ceased to be the 
weapon of the solitary 'bomb 
thrower', and is becoming an es­
sential weapon of the,people." 

But this People's War is so 
earthshaking that they themselves 

admit that it is of national 
dimensions and that it has become 

the princi~I problem facing the 
Peruvian State. What terrorism 

could do that? None. 

Lenin taught us that the times had 
changed, that the bomb had become 
a weapon of combat for our class, 
for the people, that what we're talk­
ing about is no longer a conspiracy, 
an isolated individual act, but the 
actions of a Party, with a plan, with a 
system, with an army. So, where is 
the i~puted terrorism? It's pure 
slander. 

Finally, we always have to 
remember that, especially in present-
day war, it is precisely the reac­
tionaries who use terrorism as one of :ba 
their means of struggle, and it is, as 
has~been proven repeatedly, one of ~ 
the forms used on a daily basis by f9 
the armed forces of the Peruvian ti 
State. Considering all this, we can 0~ conclude that those whose reasoning 
is coloured by desperation because i 
the earth is trembling beneath their Z 
feet wish to charge us with terrorism ; 
in order to hide the People's War. U) 

~ But this People's War is so earth- .... 
shaking that they themselves admit a, 
that it is of national dimensions and 
that it has beeome the principal 
problem facing the Peruvian State. 
What terrorism could do that? None. 
And moreover, they can no longer 
deny that a Communist Party is 
leading the People's War. And at this 
time some of them are beginning to 
reconsider; we shouldn't be too 
hasty in writing anyone off. There 
are those who could come forward. 
Others, like Del Prado, never. 

El Diario: What are some of the 
particularities of the People's War in 
Peru,, .and how does it differ from 
other struggles in the world, in Latin 
America, and from the Movimiento 
Revolucionario Tupac Amaru 
(MRTA)? 

Chairman Gonzalo: That's a 
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good question. I thank you for 
asking it, because it gives us a 
chance to look at the )>arty 's so­
called "dogmatism" a.bit more. There 
are even thos~ who say that we 
incorrectly try to apply Chairman Mao 

_ in an era where he is no longer 
applicable. In short, they babble on so 
much that we feel perfectly justified 
asking whether they have any idea 
what they are talking about. This 
includes the much-decorated senator 
who· is a specialist in violence. 

People's War is universally 
applicable, in accordance with tile 
character of the revolution and 
adapted to the specific conditions of 
each country. Otherwise, it cannot 
be carried out. In our case, the 
particularities are very clear. It is a 
struggle that is waged in the 
countryside and in the city, as was 
established as far back as 1968 in 
the plan for the People's War. Here 
we have a difference, a particularity: 
it is waged in the countryside and 
the city. This, we believe, has to do 
with our own specific conditions. 
Latin America, for instance, has 
cities which are proportionately 
larger than those on other continents. 

~ It is a reality of Latin America that 
SI can't be ignored. Just look at the 
Ch capital of F?eru, for example, which 
,... has a high percentage of the 
~ country's population. So, for us, the 

city could not be left aside, and the e war had to b~ developed there as 
Q well. But the struggle in the 
~ countryside is principal, the struggle 
o in the city a necessary complement 
it This is one particularity, there's 
.q another. 

In the beginning of the People's 
War we confronted the police. That 
was the reality because only in 
December 1982 did the armed forces 
enter the war. This is not to say that 
they had not been used in a support 
role before then. They had, in 
addition to their studying the process 
of our development. It is a 
particularity because we created a 
power vacuum in the countryside 

"and we had to establish the New 
Power without having defeated large 
armed forces - because they hadn't 
come into the war. And when they 
did, when they came in, it was 
because we had established People's 
Power. That was the concrete politi­
cal situation in the country. If we 
had applied the letter and not the 
spirit of Mao we would not have 

established the New Power and we 
'would have been sitting, waiting for 
the armed forces to come in. We 
wouliJ have gotten bogged down. 
Another particularity was the 
structure of the army which I've 
already talked about. 

The Base Area is the essence of 
Peoples War .... Thus, having 

generated a power vacuum in the 
countryside, the problem was 

posed to us, what is to be done? 
--And we decided to create 

Peoples Committees, that is, a 
joint dictatorship, a New Power. 

We set out to make them 
clandestine, because the armed 
Forces would have to enter the 

battle shortly, this we knew. Those 
Peoples Committees have 

multiplied a hundredfold. Those 
that are in a given locality form a 

Base Area, and all these Base 
Areas taken together constitute the 
New Democratic Peoples Republic 

in formation. 

All these are particularities. ·we 
have already spoken to the coug­
tryside and city, to how to carry out 
the war, to the army, to how the New 
Power arose; and the militarization 
of the Party itself is another parti­
cularity. These are specific things 
that correspond to our reality, to the 
application of Marxism-Leninism­
Maoism, of Chairman Mao's theory 
on People's War, to the conditions in 
our country. Does this make us 
4ifferent from other struggles? Yes. 

Why do we differ from others? 
Because we carry out People's War, 
this makes us different from other 
struggles in Latin America. In Cuba, 
People's War was not carried out, 
but they also had their own particu­
larities which they have inten­
tionally forgotten. Before, they said 
Cuba was an exceptional case -
Guevara said this - the fact that 
U.S. imperialism didn't take part. 
Later they forgot this. Aside from 
this, there was no Communist Party 
there to give. leadership. These are 
questions of Cubanism and its five 
characteristics: an insufficient class 
differentiation which demanded that 
saviours save the oppressed; social­
ist ·revolution or a caricature of 
revolution; united front but without 
the national bourgeoisie; no need for 

Base Areas; and as noted, no need 
for a Party. What we are seeing in 
Latin America today is just the 
development of these same posi­
tions, only more and more at the 
service of social-imperialism and its 
contention with Yankee imperialism 
for world hegemony. We can see this 
clearly in Central America. The 
MR.TA, the little that we know of it, 
falls into the same category. 

Finally, another issue that makes 
us different - and forgive me if I'm 
insistent - concerns independence, 
self-reliance, and making our own 
decisions. Because others do not 
have these characteristics they are 
used as pawns, while we are not. 
And one far-reaching.difference: we 
take Marxism-.J;.:.eninism-Maoism as 
our guide, others do not In sum, the 
greatest difference, the fundamental 
difference, is in the point of de­
parture; ours is the ideology of 
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism, 
principally Maoism, applied to the 
specific conditions of our country; and 
I insist here again, that this jg with 
clear particularities which show the 
falsehood of the so-called dogmatism 
they accuse us of - which they do at 
the behest of their masters. 

El Diario: Chairman, would you 
say then that the MRTA is playing a 
counterrevolutionary role in this 
country? 

Chairman Gonzalo: The MRTA 
has positions that should make one 
think. For example, the truce they 
granted to APRA until, as they said, 
APRA attacked the people. But we 
all know that the same day that 
Garcia Perez assumed the presiden­
cy, he repressed the masses in the 
very capital of the republic. In 
October 1985 there was genocide at 
Lurigancho prison. Were the people 
being attacked or not? And how 
long did they wait to put an end to 
their truce? These are things one 
must ask oneself. 

El Diario: Since you consider the 
Base Areas to be so important, could 
you tell us how they are being built? 
What do you think about insur­
rection and how are you preparing 
the cities? 

Chairman Gonzalo: The Base 
Area is the essence of People's War. 
Without it, People's War cannot 
d<f;velop. I have already talked about 
th~ specific circumstances that we 
canfronted in the second half of 
1982. We were developing the final 



stage of the campaign to unfold having already reconstituted the 
guerrilla warfare, aimed at destroy- Party and established a clear ideo­
i ng the semi-feudal relations of logy. The actual development of the 
exploitation. We took aim against Base Areas, the development of the 
gamonalismo [refers to the semi- People's Guerrilla Anny and of the 
feudal relations in the Peruvian People's War, are giving impetus to 
countryside - trans.], which is the the further unfolding of the revolu­
basis of state power, and will be, tionary sitiiation. 
until we sweep it away. We con- Thus, keeping in mind what 
tinued to strike blows and we dealt Chairman Mao has said, all of this is 
the police devastating and leading to what he called a high tide 
humiliating defeats. You don.'t have of struggle, or what Lenin termed a 
to take my word on this. Journalists revolutionary crisis. When we reach 
from Expreso, for example, have that point the insurrection takes 
said this, and I think it's safe to say place. This is the theory of People's 
that their judgement was not War, and this is what we are taking 
coloured by revolutionary sym- up, and the basis upon which we are 
pathies. Thus, having generated a developing. Therefore, because the 
power vacuum in the countryside, process of our People's War must 
the problem was posed to us, what is bring us to a high tide,. we must 
to be done? And we decided to prepare the insurrection that in 
create People's Committees, that is, synthesis comes down to the seizure 
a joint dictatorship, a New Power. of the cities. We are thinking about 
We set out to make them clandes- and preparing for this insurrection 
tine, because the armed forces because it is a necessity. Without it 
would have to enter the battle we cannot win country-wide victory. 
shortly, this we knew. Those What does the problem of the 
People's Committees have multi- cities pose for us? We have devel­
plied a hundredfold. Those that are oped our work in tht; cities and in 
in a given locality form a Bac;e Area, the countryside for many years. This 
and all these Base Areas taken work has undergone a shift and a 
together constitute the New Demo- change with the People's War, it is 
cratic People's Republic in forma- true. Our situation now leads us to 
lion. This is how the committees and consider how we are going to 
Base Areas came into being and prepare the city, or the cities, to 
how the New Democratic People's generalize it. This has to do with 
Republic is being formed. developing our mass work, but 

When the armed forces did come .~within and for the People's War. We 
in we had to wage an arduous strug- have done this, and we continue to 
gle. They fought to re-establish the do it. The point is that we have 
old order, and we fought to counter begun to develop it more. We think 
this re-establishment in order to that our activity in the cities is 
again set up the New Power. indispensable and it must be pushed 

An extremely bloody and abso- forward more and more, because 
lutely merciless genocide took place. that is where the proletariat is 
We fought fiercely. In 1984, the concentrated and we cannot leave it 
reaction, and in particular t.a'te armed in the hands of revisionism or 
forces, believed they had defeated opportunism. 
us. Here I'm referring to documents The barriadas are in the cities, the 
that they are very familiar with, shantytowns with their vast masses. 
because they are theirs, in which it Since 1976 we've had guidelines for 
was even said that we were no work in the cities. Take barrios and 
longer a danger, but that MRTA was ba"iadas as the foundation and the 
the danger. But what was the proletariat as the leading force. This 
outcome? The People's Committees is our policy and we will continue to 
and the Base Areas multiplied, and apply it, now, under conditions of 
later that led us to continue the People's War. 
development of Base Areas. That is What masses do we direct our 
what we are doing today. work at? This you can see. From 

As for insurrection, I believe this what's already been said, it's clear 
is an extremely important question. that the vast masses of the barrios 
The developing revolutionary situa- and barriadas are a belt .of steel that 
lion in a country like ours allowed is going to encircle the .enemy and 
us to initiate the People's War, hold back the reactionary force~. 
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We have to win over the working 
class more and more until they and 
the people acknowledge our leader­
ship. We fully understand that it will 
take time and repeated experience in 
order for our class to see, under­
stand, and reaffinn tliat this is their 
vanguard for the people to see that 
they have a centre that leads them. 
They have that right, given how 
much the masses have been swin­
dled! The proletariat, the masses of 
the barriadas, the petty bourgeoisie, 
the intellectuals - how many hopes 
frustrated! We must understand that 
they have the right to demand it, 
clearly they have it, and we have the 
responsibility to work to make them 
see, to show them, that we really are 
their vanguard and that they should 
acknowledge us as such. 

We differentiate between being a 
vanguard and being an acknow­
ledged vanguard. Our class has that 
right and no one can deny it to them. 
The people have that right and no 
one can deny it to them. That's what 
we think. We don't think that the 
proletariat and the people are going 
to acknowledge us overnight as their 
vanguard and only centre, which is 
what we have to be in order to carry 
out ~the revolution as it must be ~ 
carried out. So we have to persevere ~ 
and develop different forms as an ;!! 
integral part of our mass work, ta 
different forms so that the masses ~ 
learn from the People's War itself, 0 
so that they learn the value of ~ 
weapons, the importance of the gun. C: 
Chairman Mao says that the ~ 
peasantry must learn the importance ~ 
of the gun, this is a fact. So we do .... 
our work in this way. We create new Q) 

fonns and in this ... way we unfold our 
mass work within and for the 
People's War. 

This is related to something else, 
to the Revolutionary Movement for 
the Defence of the People (MRDP), 
whose very key is the Centre of 
Resistance. We say this very frankly. 
These are other organizational 
fonns, other forms of struggle which 
correspond to a People's War. They 
cannot be the usual ones, they 
cannot be, they have a different 
character; this is the concrete reality. 
Consequently;· we develop the Party, 
the People's Guerrilla Anny, and the 
Revolutionary Movement for the 
Defence of the People, as well as 
organiutions created for the various 
areas of work. 
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We need to spur on the masses' 
fighting spirit so that the potential of 
the masses and our class can be real­
ized. Let's look at something. Today 
we have huge price increases. Why 
is there no populfr protest? Who is 
holding the masses back? Lenin said 

· ·protest makes the reaction tremble; 
when our class marches in the 
streets the reaction· trembles. This is 
what we want to apply, what 
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism teaches 
us. Our class is born and develops in 
sbUggle, and so do the people. What 
we need to do is synthesize the 
masses', the people's own experi- · 
ence, to help them establish their 
own organizational fonns, fonns of 
sb'Uggle, taking into their own hands 
ever more developed and expanding 
fonns of sbUggle in the cities. This 
is the way they will be trained. 

What do we think? It is clear that 
the centre of things is in the country­
side, but for the insurrection the 
centre changes, the centre goos over 
to the city, and that even means that, 
just as in the beginning we moved 
fighters and communists from the 
cities to the countryside, later we 
must move them from the country-

~ side to the city. This is the way it 
8l will be and this is how we shift our 
0) weight in preparation for the 
.,... insurrection. We have to be looking 
~ for the conditions that permit the 

actions of the People's Guerrilla Anny E to converge with insurrectionary 
Q actions in the cities, in one city or in 
~ several. This is what we need. 
~ The insurrection aims at capturing 
~ the cities in order for the People's 
~ War to win country-wide victory. 

But we have to try to preserve the 
means of production, which the 
reaction will want to destroy, and 
protect revolutionary prisoners of 
war or known revolutionaries, who 
they will want to annihilate, as well 
as to hunt down our enemies, to put 
them where they can't do any harm. 
This is what we've been taught 
about insurrection. And this is what 
an insurrection is. Lenin taught us 
how to build towards an insurrection 
and Chairman Mao taught us the 
role of insurrection in People's War. 
This is how we see insurrection and 
how we are preparing for it. This is 
the road we must follow and are 
following. 

would be dangerous. Nevertheless, tically. And their future is to serve 
this could happen, and that's why we the seizure of Power. This Marx has 
must an<i do concern ourselves with already told us. So then, what is the .. 
insu~non, starting right now. We problem? How to combine the two 
think there are those who might struggles. The economic struggle is, 
want to use..the People's War for as Marx said himself, a guerrilla war 
their own benefit. Some time ago, in - the struggle that our class, the 
a session of Central Committee, we proletariat, and the people develop 
analysed the possibilities. And one for wages, hours, working con­
of them is that the revisionists or ditions and other rights. When a 
others may provoke "insurrections", strike is launched, it is a guerrilla 
either to abort the process of war in which people not only fight 
development or to gain positions and around concrete economic or politi­
serve their social-imperialist master cal questions, if it is of general 
- or whatever power directs them, interest, but also prepare for great 
since many centres could want to moments to come. And this is its 
use us this way. fundamental historic essence. So the 

El Diario: Chainnan, what would question for us is how to relate the 
the Party do in .. those circumstances? economic struggle to the seizure of 

Chairman Gonzalo: In those Power. This is wlJ~t we call develop­
circumstances, we would do what ing our mass work within and for the 
Lenin did: tell the masses that this is People's War. 
not the moment, but if the masses El Diario: Chairman, you spoke 
launch an insurrection, fight along- of the revolutionary crisis. Do you 
side them, so that together we can believe it's on the horizon in the 
make an orderly retreat and so that short term? 
they suffer as little as possible. And Chairman Gonzalo: The issue -is 
if we die with them, our blood will the triumph of the People's War and 
be merged with theirs to a greater this has to do, mainly, with how 
extent. This is what Lenin taught us much more and how much better we 
in the famous sbUggles of July 1917. fight. And the insurrection, as I've 
Because we cannot just tell the already said, is the knock-out punch 
masses they are wrong and let we must prepare to deliver, and 
events make them understand. No, we're seriously preparing to deliver 
we·can't do that. The masses are the it. We have to anticipate the 
masses, our class is our class, and if possibility that others may wish to 
they are not heading in the right use it to their advantage. But the 
direction, and the conditions make main problem is the timing of the 
them desperate and push them into insurrection, determining the oppor­
situations, or even if there are those tune moment 
who push them on purpose, we have El Diario: Why did the Com­
to be with them so that alongside monist Party of Peru initiate the 
them we can help them see the People's War in 1980? What is the 
unfavourable situation, and fighting military and historical explanation 
alongside them, ·help them retreat in for this? What social, economic and 
the best way possible. And then they political analysis did the PCP carry 
will see that we are with them out in order to launch the war? 
through thick and thin. This is the _ Chairman Gonzalo: We studied 
best way for them to understand and the country, particularly from World 
be convinced that we are their Party. War II on, and we saw that in its 
This is what we would do. _process of develo~ment Peruvian 

El Diario: Chairman, another society was entering a complex 
question. When you speak of the situation. The government's own 
forms of struggle in the city, what analysis showed that critical ques­
role do you ascribe to the unions? tions would present themselves in 

Chairman Gonzalo: The same the '80s. In Peru it can be seen that 
one Marx ascribed to them in "The there is a crisis every 10 years in the 
Past, Present and Future of the Trade second half of the decade and each 
Unions". A hundred years ago, Marx crisis is worse than the one before. 
said that the trade unions began as We also analysed bureaucrat capital­
simple associations for the.economic ism,. which makes conditions more 
defence of the workers. That is their ripe, for revolution. In 1980, the 
past. Their present is to become government was to change hands 

We must be very clear on one 
thing. Insurrection is not a simple, 
spontaneous explosion. No, that ·more organized and to develop poli- through elections, which meant that 



the new government would need a 
year and a half to two years to fully 
put in place the operations of its 
State. So we concluded that. bureau­
crat capitalism had ripened the 
conditions for revolution, and that 
the difficult decade of the '80s 
approached - with crisis, an elected 
government, etc. All this provided a 
very favourable conjuncture for 
initiating the People's War and 
refuted the position that ~rmed 
struggle, or in our case People's 
War, cannot be initiated when there's 

· a new government - events have 
demonstrated the incorrectness of 
that position. Such was our evalua­
tion, and such was the situation as 
the new government took over, that 
is, the military, having left the 
government after ruling for 12 years, 
could not easily take up the struggle 
against us right away, nor could they 
immediately take the helm of state 
again because they were worn down 
and had become discredited. These 
were the concrete facts, the reality. 

Prior to that time, we had already 
put forward that participation in the 
Constituent Assembly was incorrect, 
that the only thing to do was to 
boycott it, because to participate in 
the Constituent Assembly was 
simply to serve the restructuring of 
the Peruvian State and to produce a 
constitution like the one we have. 
All this was foreseeable, there was 
nothing that could not be foreseen in 
this case. Therefore, we had planned 
for some time to lay the basis to 
initiate the People's War, to make 
our move before the new gov­
ernment took office, which is what 
we did. We began the armed strug­
gle on May 17th, the day before the 
elections. 

We thought that under these con­
ditions we could initiate our 
actions and even unfold them 
broadly and advance to the greatest 
extent possible - and that is 
exactly what we did. We were also 
thinking that in the second part of 
the decade there would have to be a 
more serious crisis than the 
previous one and therefore, better 
conditions for advancing. The 
initiation of the People's War was 
planned based on these con­
siderations. But it's been said that 
we dido 't think but only acted 
dogmatically. In what way? Some 
people preach about dogma while 
swallowing anything they're told. 

Our starting point is this: each 
class has its own specific form of 

war, and therefore ifs own strategy. 
The proletariat has developed ifs 

strategy, Peoples War, and if 
is a superior strategy. ... There cire 

military analysts who put it like this: 
communists, when they have 
applied their principles, have 

never lost a war; they have only 
lost wars when they have not · 

applied their principles. 

For these reasons we chose that 
moment, and the correctness of our 
decision has been borne out by 
events. It was obvious that Belaiinde 
- and this is something we 
discussed openly - would fear a 
coup d'etat and therefore would 
restrain the armed forces. Was that 
difficult to foresee? No, because of 
the experience he had in 1968. 
These things could be calculated, 
and we've been taught to evaluate, 
analyse and weigh things - that's 
how we've been taught. The 
Chairman was very exacting with 
regard to these problems, especially 
in regard to preparation. We believe 
that events have confirmed our 
analysis. For two years the armed 
forces could not come in. Was that 
the case or not? Now they are saying 
that they burned the intelligence 
information that they had. In short, 
the new government had problems 
setting up its administration and the 
facts have shown that. Then came 
the crisis. The military has entered 
the battle with ever larger contin­
gents and in fighting them for a 
number of years we are more 
powerful, we continue to flourish 
and develop. These were the reasons 
for initiating the People's War in 
1980, and the facts show that we 
were not wrong, at least not in the 
broad outlines, which is where one 
must not be wrong. 

El Diario: Taking into account 
that there are two strategi_es in 
conflict in this war, could you 
explain the process of development 
of your military plans, advances and 
what problems you've had? 

Chairman Gonzalo: Our starting 
point is this: each class has its own 
specific fon'i'l of war, an~ therefore 
its own strategy. The proletariat has 
developed its strategy, People's War, 
and it is a superior strategy. :rhe 
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bourgeoisie can never have a 
strategy superior to this. Moreover, 
there will never be a strategy more 
developed than that of the 
proletariat It is a question of study­
ing military processes )n the world. 
Each class has always brought forth 
its own form of waging war, and its 
own strategy. And always, the 
superior strategy has defeated the 
inferior strategy, and the new class 
always has the superior strategy and 
that's what People's War is. There is 
evidence to prove this. There are 
military analysts who put it like this: 
communists, when they have applied 
their principles, have never lost a 
war; they have only lost wars when 
they have not applied their 
principles. 

Therefore, our starting point was 
that we have a superior strategy, a 
universally proven theory. Our 
problem was how to wield it to 
make our revolution. Therein lies 
the problem - and the possibility of 
making errors. The first thing that 
we established was the need to avoid 
a mechanical application of People's 
War, because Chairman Mao 
Tsetung warned us that a mechanical 
application leads to opportunism and ~ 
def eat~ In 1980, which is when we ~ 
decided to begin the People's War, o 
we decided in the Party Central :D 
Committee to pay strict attention to 6 
developing a concrete application, 0~ not a dogmatic or a mechanical one. 
This is how we formulated it. This § 
was our starting point. Well, here we :Z: 
can point out the first problem that ~ 
we had. The first problem that we ;s 
had was an antagonistic struggle ~ 
against a right opportunist line that G» 

opposed starting the People's War. 
This is the first problem that we had. 
We settled this question funda­
·mentally in the IXth Plenum, and the 
remnants were swept away com­
pletely in the February 1980 
Plenum. That was the first problem 
we had, and from there we had the 
struggle to purify the Party that we 
talked about before. And we had to 
struggle fiercely to weed out ele­
ments from the Central Committee 
itself. That's the way it is, but that is 
how we strengthened ourselves and 
were able to enter the process of 
initiating the People's War. We 
already had a plan for waging war in 
the countryside and the city. 

The first plan that we proposed 
was .the Plan to Initiate. The Political 
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Bureau was asked to determine how 
to develop anned actions, and it was 
this body that presented the plan, 
based on detachments asJhe military 
form. This plan wa1 brought to its 
conclusion in 1980, but it is impor­
ta_nt to note that two weeks after 
initiating the armed struggle there 
was a meeting of the expanded 
Political Bureau in order to· analyse 
how it had gone, and it concluded 
that a new thing had been born, and 
this was· the People's War, armed 
actions, detachments. Then we 
developed the Plan to Unfold. This 
was a longer plan, comprising two 
years, but it was accomplished 
through several campaigns. It was at 
the end of this plan that the new 
forms of Power crystallized and the 
People's Committees arose. 

At the end of 1982, the armed 
forces came in. The CC had antici­
pated this for more than a year. It 
had studied the involvement of the 
armed forces, and concluded that it 
would increase until the army had 
substituted for the police, who 
would then assume a secondary role. 
This is how it has been, and given 
the situation it could not have been 

~ otherwise. We had prepared our­
st selves, but nevertheless, we had a 
0> second problem. The introduction of 
,.. the armed forces had its conse­
~ quences. They came in applying a 

policy of genocide from the begin­e ning. They form~ armed groups, 
Q called mesnadas, forcing the masses 
~ to join and putting them in front, 
0 using them as shields. This must be 
s. 
;:iii; said clearly: here we see not only the 
~ policy of using masses against 

masses, an old reactionary policy 
already seen by Marx, but also a 
cowardly use of the masses, putting 
the masses in front of them. The 
armed forces have nothing to boast 
about - with good reason we have 
called them experts at defeat, and 
skilled at attacking the unarmed 
masses. These are the armed forces 
·of Peru. Faced with this we 
convened an expanded session of the 
·CC. It was a large meeting and it 
lasted a long time. It was one of the 
longest sessions we' v.e ever had. 
That's when we established the Plan 
to Conquer Base Areas, and the 
People's Guerrilla Anny was created 
to respond to a force that was 
obviously of a higher level than the 
police. It was there that we also 
raised, among other things, the 

problem of Front-State. 
Thus ar9se the second problem, 

the prob~em of confronting the 
genocide,. _lhe genocide of 1983 and 
1984. It is in the Party documents. 
It's not necessary to go into it a lot, 
but we do want to stress the fact that 
it was a vicious and merciless 
genocide. They thought that with 
this genocide "they would wipe us 
off the map". How real this was is 
shown by the fact that, by the end of 
1984, they began to circulate among 
their officers documents concerning 
~ur annihilation. The struggle was 
intense, hard, those were complex 
and difficult times. 

It turned out as the Chairman had 
said: the reaction is dreaming 

when if fries to drown the 
revolution in blood. They should 
know they are nourishing if, and 

this is an inexorable law. 

In the face of reactionary military 
actions and the use of mesnadas, we 
responded with a devastating action: 
Lucanamarca. Neither they nor we · 
have forgotten it, to be sure, because 
they got an answer that they didn't 
imagine possible. More than 80 
were· annihilated, that is the truth. 
And we say openly that there were 
excesses, as was analysed in 1983. 
But everything in life has two 
aspects. Our task was to deal a 
devastating blow in order to put 
them in check, to make them 
understand that it was not going to 
be so easy. On some occasions, like 
that one, it was the Central Leader­
ship itself that pfanned the action 
and gave instructions. That's how it 
was. In that case, the principal thing 
is that we dealt them a devastating 
blow, and we checked them and they 
understood that they were dealing 
with a different kind of people's 
fighters, that we weren't the same as 
those they had fought before. This is 
what they understood. The excesses 
are the negative aspect. Understand­
ing war, and basing ourselves on 
what Lenin said, ta1cing Clausewitz 
into account, in war, the masses 
engaged in combat can go too far 
and express all their hatred, the deep 
feelings of class hatred, repudiation 
and condemnation that they have -
tf!at was the root of it This has been 
explained by Lenin very clearly. 

Excesses can be committed. The 
problem is to go to a certain point 
and not beyond it, because if you go 
past that point you go off course. It's 
like an angle; it can be opened up to 
a certain point and no further. If we 
were to give the masses a lot of 
restrictions, requirements and 
prohibitions, it would mean that 
deep down we didn't want the 
waters to overflow. And what we 
needed was for the waters to over­
flow, .to let the flood rage, because 
we know that when a river floods its 
banks it causes devastation, but then 
it returns to its riverbed. I repeat, this 
was explained clearly by Lenin, and 
this is how we understand those 
excesses. But, I insist, the main point 
was to make them iwderstand that we 
were a hard nut to crack, and that we 
were ready for anything, anything. 

Marx taught us: one does not play 
at insurrection, one does not play at 
revolution. But when one raises the 
banner of insurrection, when one 
takes up arms, there's no taking­
down the banner, it must be held 
high and never lowered until victory. 
This is what he taught us, no matter 
how much it costs us! Marx has 
armed us then, as Lenin has, and, 
principally Chairman Mao Tsetung 
taught us about the price we have to 
pay - what it means to annihilate in 
order to preserve, what it means to 
hold high the banner, come what 
may. And we say that in this way, 
with this determination, we over­
came the sinister, vile, cowardly and 
vicious genocide. And we say this 
because someone - he who calls 
himself president - makes insinua­
tions about barbarism, without 
blushing, when he is an aspiring 
Attila the Hun playing with other 
people's blood. 

Have we gone .through difficult 
times? Yes. But what has reality 
shown us? That if we persist, keep 
politics in command, follow out 
political strategy, follow our military 
strategy, if we have a clear and 
defin~ plan, then we will advance, 
and we are capable of facing any 
bloodbath. (We began to prepare for 
the bloodbath in 1981 because it had 
to come. Thus we were already pre­
pared ideologically, that is princi­
pal.) All this brought about an 
increase in our forces, they multi­
plied. this was the result. It turned 
out as· the Chairman had said: the 
reaction is dreaming when it tries to 



drown the revolution in blood. They 
should know they are nourishing it, 
and this is an inexorable law. So this 
reaffirms for us that we have to be 
more and more dedicated, firm, and 
resolute in our principles, and always 
have unwavering faith in the masses. 

Thus we came out of it strength­
ened, with a larger Army, more 
People's Committees and Base 
Areas, and a larger Party, exactly the 
opposite of what they had imagined. 
We have already talked, I believe, of 
the bloody dreams of the reaction. 
They are nothing but that, bloody 
dreams that, in the final analysis, end 
up being nightmares. But I insist: by 
persisting in our principles and 
fighting with the support of the 
masses, mainly the poor peasants, 
we've been able to confront this 
situation. It is here that the heroism of 
which I have already spoken, the 
heroism of the masses, has been 
expressed. 

Subsequently, we developed a new 
plan, the Plan to Develop the Base 
Areas which we are unfolding now. 
What can we say about it? Looking 
at another aspect, I believe that we 
must keep a lesson in mind: all plans 
are approved, applied and summed 
up in the midst of two-line struggle. 
And that struggle is more intense 
when a new plan has to be approved. 
That's the reality, it's a lesson that 
we keep very much in mind. It has 
been very instructive for us and 
taught us a lot. That's the way it is. 
In the end, People's War generates 
an extremely high degree of unity, 
but amid intense struggle. Yes, 
because in spite of the problems, the 
complex and difficult situations we 
face, in spite of external influences, 
the ideological dynamic is that those 
who are engaged in People's War 
have given their lives over to the 
revolution. A communist has his life 
dedicated to communism although 
he will not see it, because really we 
aren't going to see it, at least I am 
not going to see it. But that is not the 
problem. Not seeing the goal for 
which we struggle only leads us to 
reflect, to take hold of the great 
examples that Marxism has given 
us. In Marx's time he knew that he 
would not see the triumph of the 
revolution, and where did that lead 
him? To redoubling his efforts to 
advance the revolution. These are 
lessons we've drawn, and we've 
been guided by these tremendous 

examples. Let me insist once again, 
this is not to imply any comparison, 
it is only to fix on the pole star, to 
set the course, as a guide. 

Well, if we think about the armed 
struggle and People's War, we can 
say that the initiation allowed us· to 
develop the guerrilla war, because in 
this period we went over from 
detachments to platoons, and in this 
way we extended guerrilla warfare. 
The Plan to Unfold gave us th·e 
People's Committees, the Plan to 
Conquer Base Areas gave us the 
Base Areas and a broad zone of 
operations. We should remember 
that we conceived of the highlands 
as the backbone for developing the 
war and conquering Power through­
out the country. Yes, the Si{!rra of 
our country - and we've covered 
an area that goes from one border to 
another, from Ecuador to Bolivia 
and Chile. But we've also developed 
work in the "eyebrow" of the jungle 
[where the sierra meets the jungle -
trans.], in the mountainous areas 
leading down to the coast and in the 
cities as well. Today we.can say that 
we have hundreds of People's 
Committees and numerous Base 
Areas. Of course there is a principal 
one, and each zone has its principal 
one as well. 

Finally, we could say of the plans 
that we've learned how to direct the 
war with a single strategic plan, 
applying the principle of centralized 
strategy and decentralized tactics. 
We direct the war by means of a 
single plan with different parts, 
through campaigns, with strategic­
operative plans, tactical plans and 
concrete plans for each action. But 
the key to all this is the single 
strategic plan which allows us to 
direct the war in a unified way, and 
that is key in leading a People's War. 
I think that.is what I have to say 
about it. 

El Diario: Chairman, in these 
eight years of People's War what has 
the anti-subversive strategy accom­
plished, and what are its pr~sent 
problems? 

Chairman Gonzalo: It is a 
question that I would prefer to 
answer in this way: the reactionaries 
themselves say they've failed and 
continue faili~g; they know this very 
well. To use a lawyers' saying, 
"When someone confesses,. no more 
proof is needed." 

El Diario: When do you think we 
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conditions will exist for the People's 
Guerrilla Army to develop conven- . 
tional war, defen'd territorial 
positions and openly confront the 
armed forces? Is this kind of 
struggle in the PCP's plaps? 

Chairman Gonzalo: We've 
pondered these problems, discussed 
them and established Party policy. 
We dealt with this in 1981, we've 
also done so on other occasions. 
We've started from how Chainnan 
Mao Tsetung conceived of People's 
War, starting from contradictions. 
There are two aspects in contention. 
One is weak and the other is tem­
porarily strong. There needs to 
transpire a period of strategic 
defensive, a second one of sttategic 
equilibrium, and a third one of stta­
tegic offensive. We are still develop­
ing within the strategic defensive. 
And in these conditions, guerrilla 
war continues to be our principal 
form, a generalized guerrilla war, 
waged broadly, both in the country­
side and' the city, with the country­
side being principal and the city 
complementary. And we are fighting 
in almost the entire country. This is 
in regard to the period we are in. 

With regard to weapons, the 
Chairman says that the enemy has 

them and so the problem is to 
seize them from him, and this is 
principal. Modern weapons are 
necessary, but their ~rformance 
depends on the ideology of the 

· man who wields tnem. 

~ 
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We are beginning to develop QI 

mobile warfare, as .. conceived of by 
Chairman Mao, and will develop it 
further in accordance with the fact 
that the reaction will necessarily 
have to wage a more developed 
counterinsurgency war. But even as 
this happens we will have to con­
tinue waging guerrilla war as 
principal, and mobile warfare as 
complementary, and within that, 
some specific kinds of positional 
warfare as talked about in "On 
Protracted War". We think that an 
intensification of the ,peoples's war 
must also produce an escalation of 
the counterinsurgency war, and this 
is going to be based on genocide. 
Looking ahead, this is going to lead 
to the stage of strategic equilibrium, 
_with .the understanding, of course, 
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that we persist in a correct ideo­
logical and political line and there­
fore maintain a correct military line, 
which we have to do. So strntegic 
equilibrium will resub from our 
persisting in all this, coupled with 
the sinister plans that they are 
preparing, that will lead to genocide 
- which they want to impose upon 
the Peruvian people because tbey 
feel powerless. But the people 
cannot follow them because the peo­
ple cannot go against their own class 
interests. This will lead to strategic 
equilibrium, let me repeat, with the 
understanding that we maintain the 
correct course in ideology, politics, 
in military and all related matters. 
It's at that point that we'll have to 
address the problem of how to 
develop People's War to take the 
cities and prepare the part that 
corresponds to the strategic offensive. 
1bat's all we can say for now. 

El Diario: To strengthen the war, 
as you said, is it going to be 
necessary to strengthen the weapon­
ry of the People's Guerrilla Army? 
How do you intend to resolve this? 

Chairman Gonzalo: Yes, this is 
·one aspect. Allow me to take a 

~ question of principle as my starting 
~ point. We are accustomed to and 
~ persist in taking our principles as 
,... our starting point. In this way, 
~ guided by our principles, we can 

solve our concrete problems. e Chairman Mao Tsetung has told us 
Q that the main thing is mankind. 
~ Weapons are useful. So our task is to 
o aim especially at people, at 
~ strengthening them ideologically 
.q: and politically, at building the army 

ideologically and politically in this 
case, as well as building it militarily. 
This is our point of departure. 

With regard to weapons, the 
Chairman says that the enemy has 
them and so the problem is to seize 
them from him, and this is principal. 
Modem weapons are necessary, but 
their performance depends on the 
ideology of the man who wields 
them. Lenin taught us that We can 
assert· that we are carrying out 
ambushes and the armed forces 
know very well how this is. develop­
ing and the powerful blows they've 
~n·dealt. I'd only like to mention 
the one related to Cayara, the 
ambush of Erusco. Twenty-five 
soldiers were annihilated. Only one 
survived and he was wounded. That 
is why they responded with vicious 

genocide. The facts are not as 
they've i>ortrayed them. The truth is 
that they moved large forces and 
were not able·to hunt us down. And 
let's be clear also that we seized 
their arms. They know this very 
well. And we didn't blow up just 
one car, but two, because a whole 
kilometre of the road was mined and 
they had no way to escape. What 
was shown on television and in the 
newspapers by he who calls himself 
president, and those who've gone to 
Cayara from this so-called "Com­
mission" are, ·as they say "castles in 
the air", "drawings in the water". So 
it has been some time since the 
growing transfer of arms from them 
to us began. And they are obligated 
to bring them to us, it is their 
obligation to bring them to where 
we are. And we have to recognize 
that they've begun to do so. Why do 
we put things this way? Because 
we've forced them to spread out, to 
open different fronts, and have made 
them sit and wait passively. They're 
like an elephant stuck in the mud, 
and therefore easier to attack. This is 
something the army and the armed 
forces in general must seriously 
think about. 

What I am talking about is none 
other than the application of what 
Chairman Mao Tsetung taught us 
when he said that Chiang Kai-shek, 
by the end of the war, deserved a 
medal because he acted as a good 
quartermaster, a good arms supplier. 
So that has already started, and the 
armed forces know it very well. And 
the plan they are cooking up, all 
their sch~ming, the great offensive 
they want to carry_ out, is all 
welcomed. It will not hinder the 
transfer of arms, and they will fail 
because they will not succeed in 
getting the Peruvian people to go 
against their own interests. And they 
are the blackest, most rotten of 
reactionaries, led today by this 
fascist, corporativist, Aprista gov­
ernment headed by a vile and 
miserable mass murderer. History 
has shown that the Peruvian people 
do not follow fascism, and will not 
allow themselves to be corpora­
tivized. That has already been 
established and this is not just an 
issue in Peru today, but has been one 
for decades. So the enemy's wea­
pons, which we seize from them, are 
our principal source. 

Furthermore, humble dynamite 

will continue playing an important 
role, and mines are weapons of the 
people. As for us, our principle is to 
look for the simplest weapons that 
everyone from among the masses 
can wield, because our war is a war 
of the masses. Otherwise, it would 
not be a People's War, and ours is. 
This leads to a second question, the 
manufacturing of weapons. We are 
striving to advance in the manu­
facture of arms, which the other side 
also knows very well by now. Direct 
notice of this was given to the 
Presidential Palace, launched with 
mortars made by our own hands, by 
the hands of the people. They don't 
say so, but we know. 

Although Yankee imperialism is 
already intervening, on this 

question I would concretely say the 
following. The United States can 

mobilize our neighbouring 
countries. We should not forget, I 
insist, that there are even pending 

territorial claims and l:iorder -
disputes even though they are 

silent on this; and we all know the 
role that Brazil has been assigned. 
Th.~y could intervene directly, with 

their own troops; they already 
have people training here .... In 

those circumstances the 
contradiction would change, the 

oppressed nation-imperialist 
contradiction would become 

principal, and that would give us 
on even broader basis on 
which to unite our people. 

The other common way is to buy 
them, because there are three ways. 
The main one is to seize them from 
the enemy, the second one is to 
manufacture them, and the third one 
is to buy them. The last one is a 
problem because of the high cost of 
weapons, and we are carrying out 
the most economical People's War 
on earth .. It's that way because we 
have very, few resources and those 
that we do have are those that the 
masses provide us with. To reiterate 
one more time, how is the problem 
solved? Lenin said that large 
quantities.of anns must be seized, at 
whatever . cost. And I have already 
talked about what Chairman Mao 
taught us. This is what we are 
putting into practice. 

El Diario: Can you foresee that the 



triumph and advance of the revolution 
that you are leading will provoke a 
U.S. military invasion? What would 
the PCP do in that case? 

Chairman Gonzalo: Although 
Yankee imperialism is already 
intervening, on this question I would 
concretely say the following. The 
United States can mobilize our 
neighbouring countries. We should 
not forget, I insist, that there are 
even pending territorial claims and 
border disputes, even though they 
are silent on this; and we all know 
the role that Brazil has been 
assigned. They could intervene 
directly, with their own troops; they 
already have people training here. 

Some time ago we decided in the 
Central Committee that whatever 
enemy comes to trample on this 
land, we will confront him and 
defeat him. In those circumstances 
the contradiction would change, the 
oppressed nation-imperialist contra­
diction would become principal, and 
that would give us an even broader 
basis on which to unite our people. 

El Diario: Reactionaries, 
revisionists and opportunists of the IU 
all say that you are isolated from the 
masses. What can you say about that? 

Chairman Gonzalo: I believe that 
from everything we are saying it can 
be seen that there is support from the 
masses. To those who say such 
things, to the revisionists and oppor­
tunists, we would ask: how can they 
explain the existence of a movement 
that has developed a People's War 
for eight years without international 
aid if it doesn't have the support of 

. the masses? 
El Diario: For eight years, the 

groups and parties of the right, the 
re~isionists, the opportunists, and all 
the reactionaries have said and even 
screamed that the PCP is a 
"demented", "messianic", "blood­
thirsty", "Pol Pot-ian", "dogmatic", 
"sectarian", "narco-terrorist" organi­
zation. The Partido Unificado 
Mariateguista (PUM) adds that you 
have trapped the peasantry in the 
middle, between two fires, that you 
are militarists. Recently, Villanueva 
[an APRA official - trans.] ·has said 
you are "genocidal terrorists" and 
other things. What do you have to 
say about these charges? What's 
behind them? 

Chairman Gonzalo: To me they 
represent lies and the inability to 
understand People's War, and I 

understand that, the enemies of the 
revolution will never be able to 
understand People's War. With 
respect to the charge that the pea­
santry is caught between two fires, 
this is an elaborate invention 
because it is precisely the peasantry 
that makes up the vast majority of 
the People's Guerrilla Army. What 
must be understood is that the 
Peruvian State, with its armed forces 
and repressive apparatus, wants to 
drown the revolution in blood. This 
is our understanding, and we would 
recommend that these gentlemen 
study a little about warfare in 
general, revolutionary war, and 
mainly about People's War and 
Maoism. Although I doubt that they 
would understand it, because to do 
so requires a certain class stand. 

How can they explain the 
existence of a movement that has 

developed a Peoples War For 
eight years without international 
aid if it doesn't have the support 

of the masses? .. 
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the terms of Peruvian politics. 
Hence, the reaction itself, their 
accomplices, beginning'-With the 
revisionists and their supporters on 
duty, whoever they may be, have 
concluded that the first and main 

· problem facing the Peruvian ~tate is 
the People's War. Thus, we are 
changing the world in this country. 
Out of this comes the most impor­
tant and principal thing we've 
accomplished, the emergence and 
development of a New Power which 
marches forward and will end up 
extending itself throughout the 
country. 

In the economic base, under the 
New Power we are establishing new 
relations of production. A concrete 
example of this is how we apply the 
land policy, utilizing collective 
work, and the organization of social 
life according to a new reality, with 
a joint dictatorship where for the 
first time workers, peasants and 
progressives rule - understanding 
this to mean those who want to 
transform this country by the only 
means possible - People's War. 

As for them, the reactionaries, 
without mentioning the economic 

With regard to what Mr Villa- drain of fighting the People's War, :bi 
nueva says about "genocidal we are destr-oying bureaucrat capital- ~ 
terrorists", it seems to me an ism, and for some time we've been 0 
obscene travesty and parody to want undermining the gamonal basis for :ti 
to apply to us a term like genocidal, the semifeudal relations that sustain b 
which fits them like a glove. Before this whole structure, while at the ~ 
our oountry and the world it is same time striking blows against 0 
perfectly clear who is committing imperialism. ~ 
genocide. It is they, it is the APRA For the masses of our people, 2; 
government which is leading this these heroic masses, principally for jg 
reactionary State, it is the reac- the proletariat, the leading class that ~ 
tionary armed forces, the forces of we will always recognize; for the .... 
repression - they are the vile mass first time they are taking Power and Q) 

murderers. Distortions will never they have begun to tas!e .the honey 
change the facts. History has already on their lips. They will not stop 
been written, tomorrow it will be there. They will want it all, and they 
confirmed. Besides, how long will will get it. 
Villanueva last? What will his future El Diario: How do you see the 
be like? It would be better if he present situation, and the per­
thought about that. spectives for the People's War In 

El Diario: What changes do you Peru? What destiny awaits the 
think have taken place in Peruvian Peruvian people if the revolution 
politics, in the economic base of that you've been leading for more 
society and among the masses as a than eight years doesn't triumph in 
result of eight years of People's the short run? Do you believe that 
War? this government or another one can 

Chairman Gonzalo: The first find a way out of this crisis? In the 
change is the development of a document "Bases for Discussion," 
People's War that is advancing the PCP indicated that we are 
irrepressibly; which means that, for entering decisive years in which 
the first time, the democratic APRA continues to be without a 
revolution is really being carried out strategic plan. Could it be that we 
in our country. This has changed all .. are on the threshold of the victory of 
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the revolution, and of the seizure of 
state Power by the PCP? · 

Chairman Gonzalo: The 
Peruvian people are increasingly 
mobilizing themselves, and the class 
struggle is sharpening. This is 
directly linked to the People's War, 
which is nothing but the contin­
uation of the class struggle with 
anns in hand. What destiny awaits 
the Peruvian people? I believe that 
the heroic destiny of destroying the 
old state and the glorious destiny of 
beginning to build a new society 
will ·be a monumental effort. These 
will be times of sacrifice and 
difficulties, but the people will 
emerge victorious. In the end it 
should be enough to reflect on this: 
without the People's War, would 
60,000 children under one year of 
age stop dying, as is the case in Peru 
today? No. Therefore, the people 
will continue making every effort 
and will go through difficulties, but 
each day more consciously, they will 
pay the necessary price, knowing 
that they will win. 

A way out? We believe that they 
have no way out. Our understanding 
of the process of contemporary 

~ Peruvian society is that starting in 
SI 1980 bureaucrat capitalism has 
0) entered into its destruction, and as a 
,_ result the whole system is falling 
~ apart, and they have no way out. 

And if we look at it, there's a serious e crisis, but also the two decades have 
Q come together back to back, the 
~ decade of the '80s and the decade of 
~ the '90s, both of them critical. They 
:ii' have no way out at all. 
~ In regard to the decisive years, we. 

understand by decisive years a more 
powerful storm between People's 
War and counterrevolutionary war, 
and we believe, once again, that 
from this will emerge the stage of 
strategic equilibrium. 

As for time, Chairman Mao said 
the more and better we fight, the less 
time will be needed. For our part, it 
is our obligation to do this. We are 

. doing it and we will do it; on the 
other hand, we have extraordinary 
objective conditions. The conditions 
of general crisis which the decrepit 
system of Peruvian society has 
entered into reveals to us that things 
can accelerate in these decisive 
years, and in fact these decisive 
years will powerfully accelerate the 
conditions and develop the r~v­
olutionary situation. 

What are our tasks today? In sum, 
more People's War, more New 
PQwer, more Army, more involve­
~nt of the masses, and this is how 
we believe our victory will come. 

El Diario: Finally, could you lay 
out your position with regard to 
worldwide People's War? In the case 
of a world war between the super­
powers, what would be the results 
for humanity? 

I believe that the heroic destiny 
·of destroying the old state and the 

glorious destiny of beginning to 
build a new society will be a 

monumental effort. These will be 
times of sacrifice and 

difficulties, but the people will 
emerge victorious. 

Chairman Gonzalo: Could there 
be a world war? Yes, there could be. 
The conditions for this will exist as 
long as we do not eliminate their 
roots. The superpowers are obvious­
ly preparing for war and making big 
plans. But we believe that commun­
ists and revolutionaries, the masses, 
the people, those who can no longer 
accept so much injustice in the 
world, must not focus our attention 
on war between the superpowers 
because our liberation cannot come 
from that - because it would be a 
war of plunder, for a redivision of 
the world. World war among the big 
powers is for hegemony, nothing 
else. What can we expect from 
them? Huge massacres, large-scale 
genocide, hundreds of thousands of 
deaths. But certainly the immense 
majority of humanity will survive. 
We cannot accept the sinister ideas 
of today that worship atomic 
weapons and all the sophisticated 
weaponry they brandish. Nor can we 
allow them to use them as blackmail 
to paralyse us. Many times in the 
world the reactionaries have talked 
about decisive and definitive 
weapons and the disappearance of 
humanity. But it has always been to 
restrain and stifle people, to 
maintain. their old domination. 
That's why we believe that we must 
focus our attention, our efforts, our 
passion, our will, on developing 
People's War - because from that 
will certainly come the emancipa­
tion of the people and the proletariat, 
the definitive and true emancipation. 

We think that a worldwide People's 
War is the answer to an imperi~ist 
world war. We think that the task is 
to prepare for it, and we conceive of 
it as follows: those who are already 
waging People's War should develop 
it more; those. who have not initiated 
it should start developing it; and 
through this process we will 
demolish imperialist domination, the 
domination of reaction. And we will 
wipe them off the face of the earth. 

We don't conceive of a worldwide 
People's War as an action that will 
take place simultaneously on a 
certain day and at a certain hour. We 
conceive of it as unfolding in the 
future, and related to the 50 to I 00 
years that Chairman Mao Tsetung 
predicted. We see it as great waves 
of People's War, until finally all of 
them converge like the legions of 
steel of a great worldwide red army, 
as Lenin himself said. This is how 
we see it. We think this is the only 
road to follow. The problem, I insist, 
is that thefe is a risk of world war 
and it would be a huge-.massacre, 
from which could only come misery, 
injustice, pain and death, and more 
reasons to put an end to them. The 
only solution, therefore, is People's 
War, which, conceived of in waves, 
will lead to a worldwide People's 
War and the coming together of the 
legions of steel of the international 
proletariat, of the people, who in the 
end will carry out our historic 
mission. We have the great fortune 
to Ii ve in these decades in which 
imperialism and reaction will be 
swept away, because what Chairman 
Mao foresaw will be attained. If we 
do not see it ourselves, others who 
follow us will, because the legions 
are increasing more and more. 

What is the problem? What is the 
key? To place Marxism-Leninism­
Maoism in command. And with 
Maoism principally, take up 
People's War, which is uni.versally 
applicable, taking into account the 
character of each revolution and the 
specific conditions of each country. 

IV. ON THE NATIONAL 
POLITICAL SITUATION 

El Diario: Chairman, what is the 
PCP's analysis of the Peruvian state 
and where it is headed? 

Chairman Gonzalo: We have an 
understanding of the workings of 
contemporary Peruvian society, by 



which we mean the society which 
came into being in 1895. We believe 
that the process we are living 
through began then and that there 
have been three stages. The first 
stage laid the basis for the develop­
ment of bureaucrat capitalism; the 
second stage, which deepened the 
development of bureaucrat cap­
italism, began after World War II, 
because the first stage lasted until 
then. This deeper development of 
bureaucrat capitalism ripened the 
conditions for revolution. With the 
beginning of the People's War in 
1980, we entered the third stage, of 
the general crisis of bureaucrat 
capitalism. The destruction of 
contemporary Peruvian society has 
begun because it has become 
historically outmoded. Therefore 
what we are witnessing is its end and 
the only correct course is to battle, to 
fight, and to struggle to bury il 

El Diario: Why do you consider 
the thesis of bureaucrat capitalism to 
be fundamental? 

Chairman Gonzalo: We consider 
this thesis of Chairman Mao Tsetung 
to be key, because without under­
standing it and wielding it, it is not 
possible to carry out a democratic 
revolution, much less conceive of its 
uninterrupted continuation into the 
socialist revolution. It is really very 
wrong for this thesis of Chairman 
Mao's to be disregarded. Plainly, they 
jumble his analysis all up by talking 
to us about the development of 
capitalism in backward countries or 
dependent capitalism, which leads to 
nothing but changing the character of 
the revolution. We believe that it is by 
taldng Chairman Mao as our starting 
point that we are going to really 
understand Peruvian society and those 
societies that they call backward~· 

We understand that bureaucrat 
capitalism began to emerge in Peru 
in 1895 through the three stages that 
I previously outlined. We conceive 
of it this way: capitalism developed 
on top of a semi-feudal base, and 
under imperialist domination. It is a 
capitalism born late - born tied to 
feudalism and subordinated to 
imperialist domination. These are 
the conditions that produce what 
Chairman Mao Tsetung has called 
bureaucrat capitalism. So, bureau­
crat capitalism develops bound to 
big monopoly capital which controls 
the economy of the country. This 
capital is made up, as Chairman 

Mao said, of the big capital of the 
large landowners, the comprador 
bourgeoisie, and the big bankers. 
Thus bureaucrat capitalism emerges, 
bound, I repeat, to feudalism, sub­
ordinated to imperialism, and it is 
monopolistic. We must keep this in 
mind, it is monopolistic. At a certain 
point in its development this capital­
ism is combined with state power 
and uses the economic means of the 
State, uses the State as an eeonomic 
lever and this process gives rise to 
another faction of the big bour­
geoisie, the bureaucrat bourgeoisie. 
This gives rise to a further develop­
ment of bureaucrat capitalism which 
was already monopolistic and 
becomes, in tum, state-owned. But 
this whole process gives rise to 
conditions which ripen the rev­
olution. This is another important 
concept, politically speaking, that 
the Chairman laid out about 
bureaucrat capitalism. 
If we understand bureaucrat 

capitalism, we can understand very 
well how Peru has semi-feudal 
conditions, bureaucrat capitalism, 
and imperialist, mainly Yankee, 
domination. This is what we must 
understand, and what allows us to 
understand and lead the democratic 
revolution. 

Now, what other importance does 
bureaucrat capitalism have? The 
Chairman says that the democratic 
revolution realizes some socialist 
advances which, he says, were 
already expressing themselves, for 
example, in the mutual aid teams in 
the Base Areas of the countryside 
[in China - trans.]. To move from the 

·democratic to the socialist revolu­
tion it is key, from an economic 
point of view, to confiscate all 
bureaucrat capital, which will permit 
the New State to control the econo­
my, tQ, direct it and, in this way, 
serve the development of the 
socialist revolution. We understand 
that this strategic concept is of great 
importance and, I reiterate, it is 
unfortunately being disregarded, and 
as long as it is disregarded, it will 
not be possible to correctly under­
stand what a democratic revolution 
is under the present circumstances in 
which we struggle. 

It is erroneous to think that 
bureaucrat capitalism is the ·capital­
ism that the State develops with the 
economic means of production that 
it directly controls. This i,~ err~ne-
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ous, and it does not conform to 
Chainnan Mao's thesis. Just think of 
it like this: if bureaucrat capital were 
only state-owned capitalism, and 
you confiscated this state-owned 
capital, in whos~,hands would the 
other, non-state-owned monopoly 
capital remain? In the hands of 
reaction, of the big bourgeoisie. This 
view which identifies bureaucrat 
capitalism with state monopoly 
capitalism is a revisionist concept 
and in our Party it was upheld by the 
left liquidationists. Hence, we 
understand this problem to be a very 
important one. 

Furthermore, politically it allows 
us to differentiate very clearly 
between the big bourgeoisie and the 
national or middle bourgeoisie. And 
this gives us the means to under­
stand, so that we don't pin ourselves 
to the tail of any faction of the big 
bourgeoisie, either the comprador or 
bureaucrat bourgeoisies, which is 
what revisionism and opportunism 
have done and continue to do in 
Peru. There have been decades of 
this perverse policy of labeling one 
faction of the big bourgeoisie the 
national bourgeoisie, hence progres­
sive, and supporting them. Grasping ).. 
bureaucrat capitalism permitted us 
to more clearly understand the ~ 
diff~rentiation, I repeat, between the j!! 
national bourgeoisie and the big ti 
bourgeoisie, and grasp the correct 0~ tactics to carry out, taking up again 
precisely what Mariategui had estab- § 
lished. For this reason we consider 2: 
the thesis on bureaucrat capitalism ;2 
to be of utmost importance. f;! 

El Diario: How would you sum -. 
up your political and economic Cb 
analysis of t,be ... present conjuncture . 
and its prospects? Is this situation 
perhaps favourable for the PCP? 
What does it pose for the reaction, -
revisionism and opportunism? 

Chairman Gonzalo: We believe 
that bureaucrat capitalism has 
entered into a general crisis. More­
over, we believe that this bureaucrat 
capitalism was born sick, because it 
~erived from semi-feudalism (or is 
lied to it) and from imperialism. 
Semi-feudalism is obviously out­
moded, and imperialism is moribund 
What kin<tof child could come from 
these two parents condemned to 
death by incurable disease? A sick, 
stunted monster that has entered its 
phase of destruction. We think that 

. the crises will become sharper and 
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sharper, that, even as some econom­
ists say, there have been more or less 
30 years of crisis from which we 
have not emerged except for some 
small ripples of recovery. Or, as 
APRA says in its own internal 
documents, this is a crisis that has 
existed since themiddle of the '70s. 

We can see that each new crisis is 
worse than the previous one. And if 
we add to this the two critical 
decades of the '80s and '90s, back to 
back, the situation becomes clear. 

· What do they themselves say? That 
this government will leave behind an 
extremely grave situation, and that 
those .who follow, supposing that 
others do follow through their elec­
toral renovation, will have to seek 
some way to overcome the problems 
left behind, and consequently, not 
until 1995 can they even think about 
any kind of development - and this 
is being said in a country which is 
already twenty years behind. Be­
cause of all this we think the 
prospects for them are extremely 
bleak. Is this favourable for the 
revolution, for the People's War, for 
the Party? Yes, it is. First and 
foremost for our class and the peo-

~ pie, because all our work is for 
SI them, so that our class can rule, lead, 
0> so that the people can exercise their 
,... freedom and satisfy their centuries­
~ old hunger. We see no prospects 

whatever for revisionism and reac­e tion. We believe that they are united 
Q they are like Siamese twins and 
Q! they will march together t~ the 
0 grave. This is what we think. 
s. ~ El Diario: Why do you characterize 
~ the APRA government as fascist and 

corporativist? What do you base this 
on? What is your opinion of Alan 
Garcia Perez's speech at the APRA 
Youth Congress in Ayacucho and the 
on~ ~e gave in Paita? What is your 
op101on of the economic measures of 
the new cabinet? 

Chairman Gonzalo: Concerning 
the characterization of the APRA 
g?ve~ment. Without iooking at its 
h1stoncal aspect, which has other 
implications that we don't need to 
e?tamine today, the concrete situa­
t10n that APRA was faced with, 
when br agreement it was given 
leadership of tile Peruvian state, was 
one full of dilemmas. There existed 
two tendencies within it. One was 
fascist and the other was demo­
liberal. This is what was going on in 
APRA, and we understand that in 

this case the demo-liberal position 
meant the maintenance of the reac­
tionary constitutional o~der estab­
lished in 1920, in 1933, and in 1979. 

·that's what we mean by the demo­
liberal order. 

APRA had a problem - its need 
for investments to be able to push 
forward the economy, or more 
exactly, to showcase some suc­
cesses. This is what they have done, 
use up what little they had in order 
to present us with a showcase of 
successes as fragile as glass. And we 
are seeing the proof of this today. So 
there is no way you can say that 
APRA's plan was a good economic 
plan, because if it was such a good 
plan, why are the results so b~~? It 
doesn't make sense. So APRA had 
to resort to using capital from the 
comprador bourgeoisie and they, 
obviously, demanded certain condi­
tions. In APRA's own documents 
they say that by the end of 1985 the 
big bourgeoisie, particularly the 
comprador bourgeoisie, was already 
beginning to recover and to cash in. 
The year 1986 was like paradise for 
them. They made billions of dollars 
in profits, as they themselves have 
said, thinking that later they would 
reinvest. But this plan was not going 
to work, the economy was bound to 
go into crisis and fail, and therefore 
they could not reinvest. Since then 
the conflict between them has sharp­
ened further, hence the struggles 
between the two factions of the big 
bourgeoisie. 

On the other hand, APRA, with 
regard to the people, was confronted 
with the immense, unsatisfied needs 
of the masses. De'magogically, as 
always, they made promises· to 
everybody; demagogically, because 
what APRA sought to do was 
simply try to develop, to unfold the 
reactionary economic process which 
could not be carried out without 
restricting the income of the people, 
because, where do profits come 
from? From surplus value. So they 
had a problem with the masses and 
they knew it, hence, their repressive, 
anti-popular, anti-union, anti-worker 
policies. This could be seen from the 
beginning. But there were other 
circumstances, the People's War. Even 
though they did not want to, APRA 
had to confront the People's War, 
which was already a central problem. 

All these conditions are the ones 
that detennined that changes had to 

take place inside APRA in order to 
resolve their dilemma. But when did 
they resolve it? The dilemma got 
resolved with the genocide of 1986. 
The class struggle of the masses, the 
People's War principally, and the 
genocidal actions pushed APRA to 
choose fascism and brought about the 
triumph of the fascist faction. We 
believe that it was then that it hap­
pened, and so began what everyone 
now recognizes as the loss of prestige 
and a setback for APRA, not only in 
Peru, but in the whole world. 

Why do we call it fascist? The 
fascist faction that already existed in 
APRA took political measures to 
implement corporativization, al­
though it was already contained in 
the first speech by Garcia Perez1 ;n 
July 1985. What do we understand 
by fascist and corporativist? For us 
fascism is the negation of liberal­
democratic principles, the negation 
of the bourgeois-democratic prin­
ciples which were born and devel­
oped in the eighteenth century in 
France. These principles are being 
abandoned by reactionaries, by the 
bourgeoisie world-wide. So it was 
that the First World War that made 
us see the crisis of the bourgeois­
democratic order, that's why later 
fascism emerged. So, in APRA what 
is going on is this negation of the 
principles of the bourgeois-demo­
cratic order and we see daily proof 
of the negation of all the constitu­
tionally established rights and 
liberties. We see fascism also on the 
ideological plane as an eclectic 
system without a defined philoso­
phy. It is a philosophical position 
made up of fragments chosen from 
here and there according to what's 
most useful. This is clearly ex­
pressed in Garcia Perez. When he 
goes to Harare in Africa he's an 
African and he salutes the Africans, 
salutes Kenneth Kaunda. When he 
goes to India he salutes Gandhi, he's 
a Gandhian. When he goes to 
Mexico he hails ~apata, he's a 
Zapatista. When he goes to the 
Soviet Union, if he ever does, he'll 
be the champion of Perestroika. He's 
like that because this is the 
ideological and philosophical train­
ing of fascism, it does not have a 
defined stand, it is eclectic and it 
takes what is at hand." 

With regard to its .corporativism. 
We understand corperativism as the 
setting up of the state based on 



corporations, which implies the 
negation of parliamentarism. This is 
an essential point that Mariategui 
gave emphasis to in "Historia de la 
crisis mundial" ["History of the 
World Crisis" - trans.]. He said that 
the crisis of bourgeois democracy 
expresses itself clearly in the crisis 
of parliamentarism. Looking at the 
parliament here, while it is true that 
in the last decades it has been the 
executive branch that has produced 
the most important laws in this 
country, it is during this APRA 
government that the executive has 
monopolized the creation of all the 
fundamental laws for its own pur­
poses. No important laws have come 
from the parliament. This is a fact, 
and everything has been aimed at 
giving powers to the executive so 
that it can do and undo as it pleases. 
Everything is a negation of parlia­
mentarism. 

The problem of corporativism in 
our country is not a recent one. 
Already in 1933, during the second 
restructuring of the Peruvian State in 
this century, when the Constitution 
was being debated, Victor Andres 
Belaunde put forward the corpora­
ti viza tion of Peruvian society. 
Villaran, who was the chairman of 
the reporting committee of the 
Constitution, opposed it stating: how 
are we going to corporativize if 
there are no corporations? It was a 
way of dodging the issue. Those are 
precedents. Now that they are talk­
ing so much about Mr. Belaunde, 
whose works have just been 
published, it is fitting to remember 
his stand: in the face of liberalism -
which ro·cuses on money - and 
communism - which negates the 
individual - what we need are 
corporativist :systems modeled after 
those of medieval times. It is good 
to keep this in mind in order to see 
corporativism 's affiliation and its 
roQts, and also keep very much in 
mind that it is intimately linked to 
the positions set forth by the Papacy 
starting in the past century. 

Velasco also tried to corporativize 
the country. That's why he started 
the formation of corporations of 
agricultural producers, for example. 
His own agrarian law 17716 had the 
political aim of establishing corpora­
tivist bases. The industrial law did, 
too. How? Through the industrial 
community. His famous political 
organization, which was never con-

solidated, also put forward positions 
which were clearly fascist and 
corporativist. But they didn't suc­
ceed in carrying it out in Peru. And 
what are they trying to do? What do 
they want? They want the formation 
of corporations, that is to organize 
the producers and all members of 
society along corporativist lines. 
Let's assume that the small factory 
producers, the agricultural produc­
ers, merchants, professionals, 
students, the Church, the Armed 
Forces, and the Police Forces all 
name their delegates and, in this 
way, form a corporative system. 
This is what they are seeking to do 
and what APRA is doing. And the 
regions and micro-regions, what is 
their significance? This whole plan 
for establishing regions today serves 
the corporativization of our country, 
that is why we have to oppose it 
openly - not only because it 
represents political manoeuvring by 
APRA for electoral advantage, but 
because it is a corporativist system, 
and furthermore, it is putting a 
country which doesn't even have a 
consolidated national unity at risk. 
These are extremely serious matters. 
For these reasons we say it is a 
fascist and corporativist govern­
ment. The road they are trying to 
promote explains their great 
preoccupation with the regions that 
they want to impose, no matter what 
it takes. This is what we are seeing 
and hence all these extraordinary 
parliamentary assemblies which 
have failed to fulfill what Garcia has 
called for. Last year he stated, either 
the regions are fanned or I'll stop 
calling myself Alan Garcia Perez. A 
year has passed and I don't know 
what he is calling himself today, 
because the tegions have not been 
formed. Now they say by the end of 
this year. We'll see. 

With regard to identifying' fascism 
with terror, with repression, we think 
that this is a mistake. What's 
involved is the following: if one 
remembers Marxism, the State is 
organized violence, that is the 
classic definition. All states use 
violence because they are dictator­
ships. How else would they assert 
themselves to oppress and exploit? 
They couldn't do it. Consequently 
what happens is that fascism 
develops a broader, more refined, 
more sinister violence. But to 
identify fascism as being the same 
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as violence is a crass error. These are 
ideas that have developed here in 
Peru since World War II and they are ·. 
ideas that Del Prado often promoted 
and spread. These same ideas were 
also put forward by Dammert. 

Identifying fascism with terror 
means not understanding Maria­
tegui, who in "Figuras y aspectos de 
la vida mundial" ["Figures and 
Aspects of World Life" - trans.], 
when talking of H.G. Wells, tells us 
that the bourgeois State goes 
through a process of development 
and that it is this process that leads 
to a fascist and corporative system. 
This can be understood very well if 
we study Mariategui 's works, the 
previously mentioned "Historia de Ja 
crisis mundial" or "La Escena 
contemporanea" ["The Contem­
porary Scene" - trans.]. Let's not 
forget that he lived it, studied it, and 
came to know it directly. 

In this country, we have to look at 
fascism in its different aspects 
beginning with its ideology, its 
politics, and its organizational form, 
how it uses violence, its terror. 
Today we see how it practices a 
skillful violence, more developed, 
broader, more brutal and vicious.· ~ 
This is what is called terror. But 
apart from this, white terror has ~ 
always been practiced, has it not? i!J 
The reactionaries, when they have t3 
encountered difficulties, have 0~ always applied white terror. So we 
should never identify and reduce all § 
fascism simply to terror. We must ~ 
understand that fascism means a -.& 

more refined violence, and the I 
development of terrorism, yes, but ~ 
that is not the totality of it but a Q) 

component, it is fascism's means of 
unfolding reactionary violence. "' 

As for Garcia Perez's speech at the 
APRA Youth Congress: in sum, 
there is an intense struggle in 
APRA, which has to do with their 
next congress, and the problem 
consists in whether Garcia Perez 
will maintain his control over that 
party or not, while keeping himself 
in power in collusion with the 
Armed Forces. For some time it's 
been apparent that the APRA youth 
have questioned the work of the 
government, and this expressed 
itself in a big way at this congress in 
Ayacucho. And Garcia P6rez had to 
malce a desperate trip in order to 
explain, to explain himself and to 
present himself as the saviour. This 

~ . 



64 

is what he wants, because he sees 
the importance of winning over the 
youth in the interest of his appetite 
to be ftihrer. I believe this gets to the 
essence of it. Concerning wnal he 
said about our Party, -11nd the 
supposed admiration he says he has 
for it, "this simply reveals the 
struggle inside APRA, because 
someone who is a genocidal assas­
sin, who daily murders the people, 
the fighters, the communists, can't 
have admiration for us. This is 
demagogical posturing, uncontrol­
lable appetites linked to the APRA 
Congress and related to his political 
prospects, because he can still play 
many cards. The man is quite young. 

Concerning Paita, the "Paita 
speech", essentially it was a fascist 
speech, openly fascist It was not, as 
some say, to give the parliamen­
tarians who were raising a ruckus a 
slap on the wrist. That kind of thing 
is commonplace among them and 
there is nothing extraordinary about 
it. But that was not what this was 
about, it was a strictly fascist 
speech. Garcia Perez wants to 
become filhrer. There's a reason why 
t~~y call him "conductor". Many 

~ times Congressman Roca himself 
SI has called him "conductor." Isn't 
0) "conductor" the same as filhrer? It 
,_ means the same thing in German. 
~ Therefore I think it's correct when 

some call him "the apprentice e filhrer". But in the end what he is 
Q showing us is that he's just a cheap 
~ demagogue with a big, unresb'ained e ap:petit~, rea~y to d? anything to 
;:a.o satisfy 1t. I think self-idolatry is one 
ict of his characteristics. 

As for the economic measures of 
the new cabinet, as was inevitable, 
no one agrees with them. Of course 
no one agrees with them, and the 
people least of all, which is what 
interests us. So a double contra­
diction emerges. The first one is 
with the comprador bourgeoisie, 
because the economic measures are 
. insufficient. They ask the APRA 
government for more -measures and 
they demand a definition of the plan 
because this plan is for 18 months' 
~ut co~sists only of a general out: 
~ne, without dealing concretely with 
1mpor!~nt problems. (For its five 
years .. m office, APRA is going to 
proceed like this, from one 
emergency plan to another and yet 
another. From emergency to 
emergency, which amounts to the 

total unraveling of the plans it had 
thought to implement during its 
term. I am refefring here to their 
own document~;) And the second 
contradiction is ·inevitably with the 
people, whose belts are being tight­
ened in the interest of generating 
new capital. How and from where 
can capital be obtained? By reducing 
salaries. These are, in sum, the 
measures, and that's why they have 
created more problems for APRA 
than they already had. Meanwhile 
they continue, demagogically, 
postponing what the very order 
within· which they operate imposes 
on them - and what .. they them­
selves bring on by being puppets, 
because they have long been in 
collusion with the United States, 
with imperialism. Their ties with the 
World Bank and the International 
Development Bank (IDB) are 
extremely clear, and these are the 
instruments that the imperialists are 
using more now due to the 
discrediting of the lMF - although 
the prospects are that APRA will 
return to the fold [of the IMF -
trans.]. So these economic measures 
are not resolving the situation, they 
are worsening it. And we are going 
to have an extremely grave and 
critical economic situation which 
will develop even further, becoming 
a tremendous burden on the backs of 
the masses. 

El Diario: Chairman, how do you 
see the upcoming elections shaping 
up, and the possibility of a coup or a 
coup backed by the government itselfl 

Chairman Gonzalo: If you' II 
allow me, I'd like to say that the 
main thing about the elections is the 
need to boycott them, and if pos­
sible, prevent them. Why do we say 
this? What do the people have to 
gain? Nothing. The people won't 
gain anything through an electoral 
renewal. I think this can be seen 
very clearly in this country's history. 
In the document, "Desarrollar la 
guerra popular sirviendo a la 
revoluci6n mundial" ["Develop 
People's War to Serve the World 
Revolution" - trans.], we pointed 
this out, we showed this to be the 
case and no one has disproved it. We 
showed how the percentage of votes 
for the IU was what prevented the 
majority from expressing their 
opposition to the elections. I believe 
this has been shown. We have 
therefore put forward, and the facts 

have borne out, that the tendency in 
Peru is to expect nothing from 
elections or from a new government. 
The tendency is to reject elections. 
Where does the problem lie? In the 
way revisionism and opportunism 
continue promoting elections, that's 
where the problem lies. So what is 
the key point here? To sttike blows 
and expose what the electoral 
process means, that it means nothing 
except allowing the renewal of the 
authorities of this old and rotting 
order, that it means nothing else. 
Because they won't be able tell us 
that it means maintaining the 
democratic arena. This is an old 
story that no one is going to believe 
any more. This is the story that thpse 
who today belong to the PUM told 
us at the time of the Constituent 
Assembly. And then, in 1980, they 
said that there was democratic 
space, that we were in a pre­
revolutionary situation, and that by 
using the parliament as a tribune we 
could go over to a revolutionary 
situation - only to tell us later that 
we had to focus on defending the 
existing order. I think that this is the 
main. thing' for the people, that the 
majority express their repudiation of 
the elections, even if by simply 
casting a blank vote, even if it is just 
by doing that. This is important 
because that is how the will of the 
masses of people, the immense 
majority who already understand 
that the electoral road offers no 
solutions, will be expressed. 

I think they have wanted to make 
use of the elections, putting forward 
the electoral campaign, in order to 
get the people to focus their atten­
tion on the elections. But we see that 
this plan has failed for two reasons. 
The first is the serious problems that 

·the people have, and how their 
fighting spirit is growing daily, 
which the People's War serves to 
push forward. Secondly, the very 
contradictions that have thrown all 
the existing political institutions into 
great turmoi[ The IU is a jumble of 
contradictions, so is the so-called 
FREDEMO, and APRA is a pot 
brimming with party hacks. That's 
how it really is. And if their eager 
plans to divert the attention of the 
people have failed, and if the conditions 
are those of a People's War with great 
prospects, 88', is really the case, all 
revolutionaries who want to see this 
countty transfonned must push for the 



people to reject this process. Let them 
figure out how to replace their 

"authorities. It's their problem, not oms. 
'ThaCs how we see it 

About a possible coup d'etat, well, 
in this country the possibility of a 
coup always exists. And we under­
stand that the Anny itself is already 
alanned, pointing out that they don't 
see any political force capable of 
confronting the People's War. If the 
anny is saying that, then it means that 
a coup could occur at any moment. 
But it could occur in many different 
ways, and that's another question. It 
could be something similar to what 
happened in Uruguay with Bord­
aberry, which would be Garcia Perez 
in this case. It could be a self­
engineered coup. That's another card 
that Garcfa Perez has up his sleeve, 
because a coup would remove him, 
as a victim and not as the political 
failure that he is. And since he's 
young, some time later he could 
come back as a martyr and defender 
of democracy. That's why this is 
another card this demagogic expert 
in sleight of hand might pull from 
the deck. And. looking deeper, the 
anned forces really do have to more 
and more unfold an increasingly 
developed counterrevolutionary 
struggle that strengthens their power. 
That's the way it is. And we think 
that the movement of the contra­
diction is in such a direction that we 
will have to confront each other -
the revolutionary forces, the 
Comm.unist Party of Peru leading 
the People's War, on the one hand; 
and on the other hand, the reaction, 
th~ armed forces leading the counter­
revolutionary war in Peru. 

El Diario: Chairman, would you 
accep.t talks with Alan Garcia Perez? 

Chairman Gonzalo: The idea of 
talks is being bandied about, and it 
is also part of the superpowers' 
game, especially the social-imperi­
alists. We see the situation this way: 
there is a time in the development of 
a People's War when relations and 
diplomatic dealings become neces­
sary and do occur. For example, the 
meeting between Chairman Mao and 
Chiang Kai-shek. This is something 
people are familiar with. We also 
saw it in the case of Vietnam. It is a 
facet in the development of a revo­
lutionary war and, even more so, of 
a People's War. But we must start 
from the understanding that in 
diplomatic meetings agreements 

signed at the table only reflect what 
has already been established on the 
battlefield, because no one is going 
to give up what they have not 
obviously lost. That is understood. 
Well, one could ask, has that mo­
ment arrived in Peru? That moment 
has not arrived. So why raise the 
issue of talks? Such talks are simply 
aimed at halting or undermining the 
People's War, that's what they are 
,aimed at and nothing more. So I 
'repeat, the truth is that the time for 
meetings and diplomatic dealings 
has not arrived, it makes no sense. 

As for the rest, I think it is a 
demagogic matter that they have 
been stirring up since the time of 
Belatinde 's government, when due 
to a proposal from someone from 
the United Left that was accepted, 
the then-president stated that there 
was no suitable interlocutor. Words! 
At bottom it was nothing but cheap 
demagoguery without rhyme or 
reason, and it's still the same today. 
And who talks about talks? The 
revisionists, the opportunists, and 
those who have hope for APRA, for 
this demo-bourgeois order, for ·this 
reactionary order. They are the ones. 
But are they not at the same time the 
ones who are promoting pacifica­
tion, our destruction? Are they not 
the same ones who make proposals 
about how to pacify better, which 
means how to sweep us away, 
because._such are their sinister 
dreams to satisfy their appetites? 
They are the same ones. What a 
coincidence! So then, these talks are 
a sinister betrayal. Furthermore, one 
could ask: how can they talk about 
dialogue, those who even made an 
amnesty pact with Garcia Perez, 
which he never honoured? 

So for me all this jabbering about 
talks is nothing, I repeat, but looking 
for a way to underm!!le the People's 
War, because it doesn't correspond 
to reality. When the time comes, the 
People's War will necessarily have 
to undertake diplomatic dealings. 
But our diplomacy will ~ aimed at 
seizing Power countrywide, fully 
and completely. We don't ~ant a 
North Vietnam and a South Vietnam, 
we don't want a North Korea and a 
Soutb Korea. We don't want a North 
Peru and a South Peru, we want only 
one Peru. This is our·condition: full, 
complete and absolute surrender. 
Are they ready for that? No. Wh~t 
they are plotting is our destruction, 
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and so talks are nothing but a part of 
that same plan despite all their 
demagogic and philistine cackJing. 

El Diario: What do you think of 
the United Left and its political line? 
What destiny do you foresee for this 
revisionist front? And what is the 
PCP's stand on the National Peo­
ple's Assembly [Asamblea Nacional 
Popular (ANP) - trans.]? 

Chairman Gonzalo: Concerning 
this- I would like to be very brief. 
First, because what is the line of the 

·United Left at this time? We don't 
know. In earlier documents they 
state that the IU is "a mass front of 
the socialist trend", and it has 
focused, as is evident, on parliamen-
tary cretinism. What is at the heart 
of their positions? A very simple · 
matter, they think they can take over 
the government, and then, as they 
say, take over power. Well, they 
must understand that they cannot 
take over one without seizing the 
other. Moreover, first you seize 
Power and then you set up your 
government, because the essential 
problem of state is what system of 
state, which means: what class does 
the dictatorship that you exercise 
correspond to? And from this is 1'i 
derived your system of government 
The rest are cheap inventions of ~ 
putrid revisionists. If you look at i9 
their statements, they are not for the o 
destruction of the reactionary State, ~ 
but for a government that would 0 
permit them to continue evolving § 
this outmoded and rotting order. :Z 
This is what they are after with their .... 
proclamations about how, with this I 
government and reforms, they can ~ 
advance toward socialism. And all this CD 
is simply the unresttained revi$jonism 
already criticized by Lenin. ... 

On the other hand, we should look 
at their political theses and their 
congress. Regarding their political 
theses, they are yet to be published. I 
believe that in the IU - which is a 
front - let's not forget, what we see 
is a re-creation of the old oppor­
tunist electoral frontism that we 
have seen many times in Peru. Such 
a front is the negation of a Party that 
leads, and if there is no Party of the 
proletariat to lead, there is no 
transformation; no Fevolution. 
Revolution has never been made 
through parliament, nor will it ever 
be. They are giving a face-lift to old 
arguments already discussed in the 
1960s. The IU, to be concise, how 



do I see it? As a jumble of contra­
dictions, of collusion and struggle. 
What unites them? Collusion, greed, 
following the road of parliamentary 
cretinism, reviving old failures, or 
using them as a card for the reaction 
to play, to perfonn a sinister role like 
Ebert in Germany, that vile and 
perverse assassin of the revolution 
of 1919. I believe that is what unites 
them. And what divides them? Their 
struggles, their rank and file, their 
appetites, and the fact that they have 
different masters. Therefore, they 
subordinate themselves to how their 
masters define the situation, because 
there are revisionists in the IU who 
serve the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union and revisionists who 
serve Deng, and they are subject to 
what their masters and the 
intermediaries of their masters say. 
Not to mention their ties with other 
centres of power. 

That's the crux of the problem. 
There are things that should make 
those who really want revolution 
think. These are those who have the 
duty to think if they really are for 
revolution. They have to break with 
this useless, groveling electoral front 

~ wh!ch is an o~~tacle, and assuming 
SI thell' class pos1tton, according to the 
a, class that they defend, converge in a 
,... really revolutionary front Let them 
~ do so, and come together for real. It 

is not enough to call others sec­e tarian, yo~ have to show that you are 
Q not, and m order to do so you must 
~ fll'st quit being an opportunist, cease e being a revisionist. And for others, 
:::. they must stop trying to take us 
~ down the dead-end road of Christian 

Socialism. If they want revolution, 
let them prove it, and express it in 
deeds by abandoning the erroneous 
road they are following. Let them 
stop being the tails of Soviet and 
Chinese revisionism; that is the first 
thing they would have to do, aside 
fro~, .I repeat, not coming to us with 
pos1t1ons based on the road of 
Christian Socialism. They should 
reaur ~ome to understand. Marxism­
Lem !11sm-Maoism, principally 
Maoism; so long as they do not 
understand it they will not advance. 
Let them understand what it means 
to make reyolution through People's 
War. And let them understand and 
open their eyes, because the truth is 
irrefutable, they cannot deny what 
all the world except them sees. They 
must stop being so power hungry 

and must explicitly accept their class 
limitations and accept that it is the 
proletariat as a cl~ss that leads 
lhrough a Communisi Party, and this 
is what mainly interests us. 

Regarding the NationaJ..People's 
Assembly, the ANP is a peculiar 
thing. On the one hand they say it 
"is the germ of power". Very well, 

·"germ of power." I ask, are they 
trying to form soviets? Are they 
recreating the Bolivian experience at 
the time of Juan Jose Torres? Can 
power be created this way? To raise 
this supposed "germ of power" is 
simply arid plainly to oppose the 
New Power that we are actually 
forging in the real world. On the 
other hand, they also say. that the 
ANP is a "mass front". So is it a 
competitor of the IU, which is also· a 
"mass front"? Okay, let them define 
what it is then. Is it a "germ of 
power" or is it a "mass front"? What 
is· it really? Let them clearly state 
how power can be forged. What do 
we see here? Simply that the ANP is 
run by revisionism. There's lots of 
evidence. Their strikes follow the 
same mould and even the dates are 
the same as those established by the 
revisionists through the CGTP. 
Therefore revisionism is the leader 
here, and revolutionaries cannot 
follow revisionists. And those who 
really want revolution, I repeat, let 
them demonstrate it in their actions, 
and let them understand, first and 
foremost, the authentic revolu­
tionary process of People's War that 
is taking place here in this country. 
Because as long as they don't 
understand it they will not be able to 
play the role that many of these 
people could very well play; ·people 
who simply have good intentions, 
but totally lack clarity, ~ven though 
they believe the opposite is true. 

El Diario: Chairman, how do you 
see the situation in regard to the class 
struggle of the masses? What do you 
think of the existing organi7.ations? 

Chairman Gonzalo: As to how 
we see the class struggle of the 
masses, I'd like to start from this 
basic point: our people are heroic, 
our class, the proletariat, even more 
so. Since the people and the 
proletariat in general are persistent 
protagonists of the class struggle, 
they have never let up, nor will they 
ever let up, until we reach commun­
ism. I think the first thing that we 
must do is recognize the greatness of 

our people, of our proletariat. And 
secondly, we must recognize and be 
grateful for - see clearly and say 
firmly - that without their support, 
without their sustenance, we would 
have done nothing! Absolutely 
nothing! Because the masses are the 
ones who make history, and we 
believe this fervently. Just like we 
believe that "it's right to rebel". This is 
another key principle of the masses. 

How do we see the masses? With 
the deep rejoicing of a communist, 
my greetings to this growing flood 
of arising masses who are beginning 
to recapture past glories, and write 
new pages in history. The masses 
have begun to participate in and will 
continue participating in an intense. 
process of class struggle, a~,d the 
pessimism that reigns in the · IU, as 
Mr Moreno, who leads the Patria 
Roja, himself recognizes, will not 
take hold among the masses, 
because the masses are not pessim­
ists. Let's remember that Chairman 
Mao said: only the revisionists and 
opportunists are pessimists, the 
proletariat and communists are 
always optimists, because the future 
is ours - it is historically deter­
mined so long as we keep to our 
course. The masses will not fall into 
pessimism, nor have they ever done 
so. That is absurd, it is a slander. 
The masses fight, but in order to 
fight they need leadership, a Party, 
because there is no mass movement 
that can unfold and sustain itself, 
much less develop itself, without a 
Party to lead it. 

We are filled with revolutionary 
joy when we see how these masses 
are fighting and, as their own actions 
show, learning from those masses 
already involved in the People's 
War. And how the masses begin to 
put into practice the great slogan, 
Com bat and Resist! This is not a 
time to just receive, we must be 
gracious and give in return, and do 
so doubly, so as to be doubly gra­
cious. And I think that the masses 
are doing that,. ~iving really out­
standing examples that make us see 
the brilliant future, the future the 
masses themselves will see. Because 
they are the ones who make rev­
olution, the Party. only leads them. I 
think this is a principle that we all 
know, but it's useful to repeat it. 

In regard to yijur question about 
the organizatiort:s, we believe that 
today more than ever we have to 



seriously study what Lenin taught us 
in his work, "The Collapse of the 
Second International", Chapter VIII. 
He says that the state of the 
exploiters, the bourgeois state, the 
reactionary state, allows the exist­
ence of organizations that sustain 
and serve it so that it can maintain 
itself and survive. And what do 
these organizations do, in order to 
maintain themselves? They sell out 
the revolution for a mess of pottage. 
I believe this saying fits them like a 
glove. But Lenin tells us more, that 
the revolution can expect nothing 
from these organizations. The rev­
olution has to create its own 
organizations in times of war and 
revolution like the ones we are 
living in now and will live in from 
now on. And in the future, the 
revolution will triumph. So Lenin 
tells us that we have to create new 
organizations that serve the revolu­
tion, even though we have to go 
over the heads of those who sell out 
the workers, of the traitors to the 
revolution. I believe that these are 
Lenin's words, they deserve im­
mense respect from. us, and should 
move us to profound and serious 
reflection. Otherwise we would not 
be serving our class, or the people. 
And we have to emphasize the 
urgent necessity to help everyone 
acquire more and more class 
consciousness so that they live as 
what they are, as the working class 
or as the people, with interests that 
are opposed to and antagonistic to 
the exploiters. And they should feel 
clearly the power that they have 
when tbeir strikes stop production. 
And let them understand and feel 
and carry forward a strike as a 
School of .warfare, as a School of 
communism, and continue unfolding 
their strikes as the main form of 
struggle in the economic sphere, 
because that is what they are. But 
under the present circumstances, 
these struggles must be inseparably 
linked to the conquest of Power. So 
let's unite the struggle for economic 
demands with the struggle for the 
seizure of Power - with the 
People's War. Because it is in the de­
fence of their class interests, of the 
interests of the proletariat, of the 
people. That is what we need and 
that is what we believe the masses 
are pushing forward evermore. 

In our Party, we came to the 
conclusion a long time ago on what 

we call the law of the masses, the 
law of incorporation of the masses 
into the war and into the revolution, 
like the one we are unfolding. And 
this is what applies here. The masses 
are joining the struggle in surges, 
bigger and bigger surges. This is the 
course that we are followmg and we 
will unite 90% of the Peruvian 
people. What for? So that the masses 
bring about the victory of the 
revolution and the culmination of 
the work that they initiated eight 
years ago, and have been carrying 
forward with their own blood. 
Because the revolution is theirs, it 
has arisen from them, from their 
depths. They, the masses, make 
history, I repeat, the Party only leads 
them. I believe this is true. 

The mosses ore joining the 
struggle in surges, bigger and 
bigger surges.... Because the 

revolution is theirs, if hos arisen 
From them, from their depths. 

They, the masses, make history, 
I repeat, the Party only 

leads them. 

El Diario: Chairman, in what 
political and social sectors does the 
PCP seek its allies? Do you have 
any affinity with political groups in 
the country? The opportunists claim 
that you are sectarian. How do you 
determine your united front policy? 
What is the strength of the Party in 
the countryside, in the workers' 
movement, among the people as a 
whole? 

Chairman Gonzalo: If you will 
allow me, I will start from how we 
see the front. We have already ex­
plained how we are carrying it 
forward, but what we need to state 
clearly here is how we C9_nceive of 
the united front which Chairman 
Mao spoke of. While I'm on the 
subject, let me say that it was Mao 
who established the laws of the 
front, the six laws of the front. There 
were no such laws before him. In 
accordance with these criteria of 
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism, our 
goal is a front of classes, with the 
proletariat as the leading class, the 
peasantry as the main force, the 
petty bourgeoisie as an ally which 
we must pay attention to, and in 
particular the intellectuals, because 
they are necessary to the revolution, 
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as Chairman Mao also taught us. 
And in this front, under certain 
circumstances and conditions, even 
the national bourgeoisie can and 
does participate. This is what we 
understand by the united front. This 
front has a foundation, which is the ' 
worker-peasant alliance, forged in 
the countryside. We are forging it 
today, and have been for eight years 
with arms in hand. Why is the 
worker-peasant alliance necessary? 
Because without it the proletariat 
would not have hegemony, and this 
front requires a Communist Party to 
lead it. This is our position. We are 
absolutely opposed to the revisionist 
theory being applied in Central 
America, and that they want to 
spread elsewhere, that "everyone is 
revolutionary", "everyone is 
Marxist", "there's no need for the 
leadership of a Communist Party", 
"it's enough to simply unite 
everyone and base oneself on a front 
in order to lead a revolution". That 
is the negation of Marxism.- It is the 
negation of Marx, of Lenin, and of 
Chairman Mao. No Marxist has 

· disregarded the need for the leader­
ship of a Party. Without it, how can 
the hegemony of the proletariat be :ti.. 
concretized? Only through a really ~ 
genuine Communist Party, that is, a o 
Marxist-Leninist-Maoist Party that j9 
firmly and consistently serves the IQ 
interests of the class and defends the 0~ interests of the people. This is how 
we see it, and this is what we are ;!§ 
forging and developing. For us the ~ 
issue of the front has to do with the ~ 
aforementioned .thesis, that the Party ~ 
is the selection of the best elements, .... 
and is the necessary leadership, but it Q) 

does not make the revolution, 
because it 1is the masses who maICe it 
Therefore, there is the need for a 
front to bring .. together 90% of the 
population, the immense majority. 
This is what we are seeking, what we 
are pursuing, and what we are doing. 

As far as groups, we've had, at 
different times, links with organiza­
tions. And when we've had them, 
we have treated these organizations 
as they should be treated, as equals, 
and we have exchanged experiences. 
In some cases they have asked that 
the Party help them politically, and 
we have done so. There are various 
cases like that, but it is better not to 
mention names now. 
. About whether we are sectarian, 

please let me read what is in the 
' . 
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document, "Desarrollar la guerra 
popular sirviendo a la revoluci6n 
mundial" r'Develop People's War to 
Serve the World Revolution" -
ttans.]. These are the words of our 
founder, and we use precisely these 
words because those who claim to 
be Mariateguists must truly be just 
that But you cannot be a follower of 
Mariategui without being a. Marxist­
Leninist-Maoist. Mariategui said, 
-~'We are living in a period of total 
ideological war. Those who repre­
sent force for renewal cannot, either 
by accident or chance, unite or 
merge themselves with those who 
represent conservatism or regres­
sion. There is a historical abyss 
between them. 1,bey speak different 
languages and have a different 
understanding of history. 

"I think we should unite the like­
minded, and not those who differ. 
We should bring together those 
whom history wants together .. There 
should be solidarity between those 
of whom history requires solidarity. 
This, it seems to me, is the only 
possible alliance. A common under­
standing with a precise and effective 
sense of history. 
"~ am a revolutionary. But I 

bebeve that men who think clearly 
and definitively will be able to 
understand and appreciate each 
other, even while struggling against 
each other. The political force with 
whom I will never reach an under­
standing is the other camp: mediocre 
refonnism, domesticated refonnism 
hypocritical democracy." ' 

We adhere to this. We are not 
sectarian, nor are there any actions 
on our part that indicate that. What 
no one can demand. of us is that we 
mar~h into the SW3!11P· Lenin taught 
us: if someone decides they want to 
head into the swamp, they have the 
right to. do so, but not to call upon us 
to go mto the muck with them 
Lenin said, we must follow our steep 
and ~cult. road all the way to the 
summit, or, mother words, we must 
face .the enem~'s fire, but we will 
contmue to advance. We are not 
then, .sectarians or dogmatists. w~ 
are simply communists, and we 
adh~re to. those wise words of 
Mariategu1. And what's more we 

. demand that those who clai.i-i to 
follow Mariategui really follow him 
and that they prove it. ' 

As to the strength of the Party in 
the countryside, what I can say 

concretely is that the majority of our 
members are peasants, the vast 
majority. 'And a limitation that we 
have is the insufficient number of 
workers. ~this is a serious limitation, 
but we are making, and will con­
tinue to make, more efforts to 
correct it, because we need prole­
tarian communists. The workers 
offer tempering, their steel-like 
quality, because this characterizes 
them as a class. 

Moreover, we know how our 
strength and influence is growing 
among tJie people as a whole. We 

· can say that the People's Guerrilla 
Army is made ... up of masses, of 
peasants, of workers, intellectuals, 
people from the petty bourgeoisie -
we are talking about thousands of 
people. We have hundreds of 
People's Committees organized in 
Base Areas. And we exercise Power 
over tens of thousands of people. 
This is our reality. The influence of 
the Party is growing. We are gaining 
more and more influence among the 
masses. We are applying what 
Marxism espouses, teaching the 
proletariat, the people, the masses, 
by means of powerful actions that 
drive home the point. We believe 
that our growth among the masses 
has begun to make a big leap. This is 
what we can say to you. We want, 
and it is our task and part of our 
plan, to make a big leap in our work 
among the masses. The masses in 
this country need the leadership of 
the Communist Party. We hope that 
with more revolutionary theory and 
practice, with more armed actions, 
with more People's War, with more 
Power, we can reach the very heart 
of our class and the people and 
really win them over. What for? To 
serve them. This is what we want. 

El Diario: Chairman, other 
organizations either don't define or 
talk vaguely about socialist rev­
olution in Peru. Why does the PCP 
say that the Peruvian revolution has 
stages? What is the democratic 
revolution? What will the socialist 
revolution be like, and what will the 
proletarian cultural revolutions that 
the PCP will lead after the defeat of 
the counterrevolutionary forces be 
like? Will they be like the ones 
Chairman Mao led in China? 

Chairman Gonzalo: DefJ.ning the 
character of a revolution is a key 
question. For us, in keeping with 
what was established in our own 

Party Congress, the revolution is a 
democratic one. Adhering to 
Maoism, we have been able to 
develop a more complete under­
standing of the situation in our 
country. We think that Peru is a 
semifeudal and semicolonial society 
in which bureaucrat capitalism has 
developed. Therefore, the revolution 
is a democratic one. We think that 
the democratic revolution must 
confront three mountains: imperial­
ism, mainly Yankee imperialism, 
bureaucrat capitalism, and semifeu­
dalism. This democratic revolution 
demands that we undertake a 
People's War. That is why we have 
insisted on this course. This People's 
War is what will allow us to destroy 
these three mountains 'and seize 
countrywide Power, in our opinion, 
in the not too distant future. That 
depends, in the end, on the increased 
effort that all of us who fight in the 
People's War exert, and on the 
masses rallying more and more to 
the People's War. This democratic 
revolution must be followed imme­
diately by a socialist revolution. I 
want to spell this out. Basing our­
selves on what Chairman Mao taught 
us with great farsightedness, thinking 

· of the situations that might arise, he 
tells us that the democratic revolution 
ends the very day that Power is seized 
country-wide and the People's 
Republic is founded. That very day 
and hour, the socialist revolution 
begins. And in the socialist revolution 
we have to unfold a proletarian 
dictatorship and thus carry forward 
fundamental ttansformations in order 
to develop socialism. 

We think that there is a third kind 
of revolution~ By studying Chairman 
Mao Tsetung and the resolutions of 
the CPC, we are increasingly under­
standing the importance of the Great 
Proletarian Cultural Revolution as 
the continuation of the revolution 
under the dictatorship of the proltt 
tariat. It is indispensable - without 
it the revolution cannot continue its 
march towards communism. We 
believe there will be successive 
cultural revolutions, but we think 
that these cultural revolutions will 
have to be forged in practice. While 
we should base ourselves on the 
Chaitman 's thesis and the monu­
mental experience of the CPC, we 
have. ,to apply them tQ our own 
reality - in this we are also anti­
dogmatic. We cannot be mechanical, 



that would be going against 
Maoism. We think that as a 
Communist Party we have one goal: 
communism. But to get there -
excuse me for reiterating - either 
all of us on earth will get to com­
munism, or none of us will get there. 
We are totally opposed to Khrush­
chev's revisionist thesis, in which he 
talked about communism in the 
USSR by the year 1980. Chairman 
Mao reaffirmed once again that 
either everyone or no one will enter 
the stage of communism. That is 
why our revolution is unbreakably 
linked to the world revolution. That 
is our final and definitive goal. 
Everything is stages, steps, mo­
ments. We believe that the prospect 
for arriving at communism is a long 
way off. We believe that Chairman 
Mao Tsetung 's outlook on this is 
correct. 

El Diario: They say that when the 
PCP seizes Power in this country, it 
will confiscate all kinds of property. 
Is this true? How will it deal with 
the foreign debt? 

Chairman Gonzalo: We've 
already seen that the Party 
Programme clarifies these matters. 
A democratic revolution like the one 
we are carrying forward has its 
targets, the three mountains we've 
already talked about That is to say, 
that we are for breaking with 
imperialist, principally Yankee, 
domination. But at the same time, 
we struggle to prevent social­
imperialism or any other imperialist 
power from ever exercising domina­
tion over us. We are for the destruc­
tion of semifeudalism, implementing 
the great slogan that is still valid: 
"land to the tiller". It is good to 
e!11phasize this, because many things 
a~e said about it. Chairman Mao 
stressed this slogan again and again, 
which for us means the destruction 
of semifeudal property and the 
distribution of the land as property 
to the peasantry, mainly the poor 
peasantry. And we are for the con­
fiscation of bureaucrat capital, and I 
repeat again: this is very important 
because it gives the New Power an 
economic foundation from which to 
direct the economy and lead the way 
toward socialism. We are against 
those three mountains. As for the 
national, or middle, bourgeoisie, the 
policy is to respect their rights, and 
we adhere to this. Further than that 
we cannot go without changing the 

character of the revolution. The idea 
of "confiscating all property" is 
nothing but one of the tales, one of 
the lies, that they have always 
spread against communists, as Marx 
so masterfully explained. To oppose 
communism, the reaction and the· 
enemies of the revolution have 
always concocted falsehoods and 
lies. Since the great founder of 
Marxism endured all these slanders, 
lies, and distortions of his sagacious 
teachings, we believe that what is 
being said against our Party is 
nothing but a continuation of that old 
reactionary school and of the enemies 
of the revolution. 

Since it is imperialist property, it 
will be confiscated. And I think 

we can add that it is the only wa'y 
to really get rid of this immense 
weight which is oppressing so 

many countries, and im_FC?verishing 
nations and peoples. Only through 

revolution can this be done -
there is no other way. 

El Diario: What will the Party do 
about the foreign debt? 

Chairman Gonzalo: Since it is 
imperialist property, it will be 
confiscated. And I think we can add 
that it is the only way to really get 
rid of this immense weight which is 
oppressing so many countries, and 
impoverishing nations and peoples. 
Only through revolution can this be 
done - there is no other way. All 
the other means and approaches that 
they raise are only aimed at getting 
imperialism off the hook. Further­
more, we believe historical expe­
rience bears this out. 

'El Diario: And the Communist 
Party, how is it solving the land 
problem? And ~tiat plans are APRA 
and PUM implementing? 

Chairman Gonzalo: The land 
problem is fundamental, because 
this problem is really the one that is 
resolved through democratic rev­
olution, apart from the other ques­
tions we've already discussed. What 
we carry out is the destruction of 
semifeudal relations of production, 
and the distribution of the land to the 
peasantry, principally the poor 
peasants, then the middle peasants. 
On the condition that there is some 
land left, or if it is judged to be 
correct, land can be given to the rich 
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peasants, and likewise, if it is correct 
or necessary, we can take land from 
them if there is not enough land to 
go around. Even the landlords, as 
the Chairman taught, if they want to 
work, can earn their bread by the 
sweat of their brow, as the saying 
goes, and learn what it is to till the 
land and not live from simply 
collecting renL This is the policy we 
follow. 
· The policy of the Party on this 
question has been developing. One 
of the important things that we have 
done has been to promote a move­
ment of land invasions, a very 
important one was in the department 
of La Libertad where more than 
300,000 hectares were distributed, 
and 160,000 peasants mobilized. 
Looking at all the mobilizations that 
we have had, this one succeeded in 
mobilizing the most masses. This 
movement was promoted in order to 
undermine APRA's plans, and we 
also carried it out in Pono; we were 
the ones who started the land 
invasions in Pono, while PUM was 
arguing with APRA about what to do 
and how to do it This is the plain and 
simple truth. Later, the government 
was obliged to issue decrees for Pono ~ 
in particular, decrees that they have 
not enforced. In this case, as in others ~ 
in the Andean region, APRA has f9 
aimed to carry out the redistribution tJ 
that Morales Bermudez proposed ;::! 
when he was president. The dispute "-# 

with PUM has been over how to do ! 
it, whether the government should 2: 
do it alone or if other organiutions ; 
would.take part. -

What have the government and ~ 
PUM sought to do? To keep the Q) 

river from overflowing its banks. 
This is what they've tried to do, and 
once more we see them doing what 
they···did in 1974, when they were 
the "Revolutionary Vanguard", with 
the \"land seizures" in Apudmac 
where thousands of peasants were 
mobilized~ And for what? To nego­
tiate based on Law 17716, a cor­
porative law of Velasco 's fascism. 
The famous Acts of Toxama and 
Huancahuacho stand as proof of 
this. Someone should answer for 
this, and it would be good to refresh 
their memories. Did they help the 
regime or not? They helped it, 
·because their analysis then was that 
law 17716 was a good one, and that 
its only shortcoming was that it was 
not a socialist law. This is political 
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stupidity, because the land problem 
is an elementary democratic 
demand. And if it were not, 
Marxism would have to be modified 
on this questjon. This is wharthey 
are resuscitating today irrtollusion 
with APRA. Well, there are some 
things··that get said a lot. But it 
would be good if, being what they 
are, they would put their hands on 
their chests and make an act of 
contrition and come clean as to 
whether they have served the enemy, 
even serving as informants with the 
result that our forces were attacked. 
It would be good if they thought 
about this. It has been proven, and 
we've known since the '60s, and 
also through a new study that we 
carried out in the '70s, that the 
simple act of getting land, if it is not 
linked to a People's War, to the 
struggle to seize Power, simply 
produces an incorporation into the 
system, and becomes a prop of the 
system, and the same stagnant 
semifeudal process continues. There 
is proof everywhere, Pomacocha and 
Ccaccamarca, in the department of 
Ayacucho, for example. I think that 
these are things we have to think 

~ about The experiences in Apurimac 
~ in 1974, Vanguardia's "land 
0) seizures"'. what ends did they serve? 2 The settmg up of a corporative 
~ system, the development of the 

associative forms. Was this or was it e not what Velasco wanted? Conse­
Q quently this represented -consolida­
Q! tion into the system, the evolution of 
~ feudalism, when the point is to 
:110 demolish it, to destroy it This is what 
iq: PUM still does not understand today. 

Nor will they understand it. It 
requires analysing things from 
another ideological viewpoint, from 
Marxism, in order to understand how 
to take and how to defend the land 
with guns in hand That's the point ' 

Furthermore, APRA has other 
~lans. We ~ust pay a lot of atten­
tion, especially to the plans they 
have for the uncultivated land of the 
coast, with the recent decrees and 
"d l ' eve opment plans" for those who 
have the ability to invest for the 
purpose of ger:ie~ating export 
products. And this 1s leading to a 
sham _distribution and a scramble for 
land !R L~bayeque, La Libertad, 
lea_, and m the Peruvian coastal 
region as a whole. With their recent 
decrees it is lawful to allot up to 450 
hectares to one person. Will the poor 

-
be the ones who acquire these lands? 
With what moner will they be able 
to dig wells, for example, in order to 
have access to water? Impossible. 
These are greedy plans whose 
results are already cleat, a sham dis­
tribution. Why else are they in La 
Libertad? For whose benefit, if not for 
APRA's, and for its leaders and 
associates, outstanding among whom 
is Minister Remigio Morales 
Bermudez, a partner in several big 
monopolist enterprises, who plays an 
important economic role. This does 
not benefit the ~try, and on the 
coast there are also peasants who 
need land, and the land should be for 
them. And that's why we saw an 
uproar not long ago in La Libertad, 
condemning the plans tO irrigate the 
land. 

Other problems: the distribution of 
land in the jungle region, 30 thou­
sand hectares. Who will be able to 
administer this land? Dionisio 
Romero or someone similar. A poor 
peasant will not be able to oversee 
it, much less receive it. But the land 
is for those who work it, mainly for 
the poor peasantry. On the other 
hand, APRA has been handed a 
resounding defeat in their counter­
revolutionary plans in the so-called 
trapecio andino [Andean zone 
including ·the departments of 
Ayacucho, Huancavelica, Apurimac, 
and parts of Cuzco, Puno, and 
Arequipa - trans.]. And we openly 
say to them, as others have even said 
to them, that we made them see that 
the Andean Region exists in Peru. It 
is because of this that Garcia Perez 
has rediscovered his trapecio andino 
in order to make his own showcase. 
But his perverse plans have failed, 
they have fallen apart, are paralysed. 
If that's not true, what happened to 
the Cachi plan in Ayacucho? This 
plan was inaugurated by the man 
who calls himself president, who 
flew there in a helicopter, and with a 
lot of fanfare explained from the 
punas [high altitude plains - trans.] 
what he neither knows nor under­
stands. Or the plan for Rasuwilca? 
We destroyed it because it was a 
counterinsurgency plan, and because 
we insist that the lands be given to 
the peasants who need them, mainly 
the poor peasants. 

I also believe that mention should 
be made of a fow other things - die 
rondas, the peasant patrols. What 
have they done with these or-

ganizations the masses created to 
defend themselves? These organi­
zations are now under the control of 
the State, the armed forces, and the 
police. This is clear and concrete. 
And it is they, the IU, who proudly 
approved that famous law, and today 
are throwing a fit over the regula­
tions in this very law. But the 
regulations are derived from the law, 
so if you approved the law, you have 
to put up with the regulations. 
Basically, what they have done is 
simply facilitate what the army and 
the armed forces were demanding, a 
law to sanction the mesnadas or 
"defence committees" set up by 
them. They said that there was no 
legal protection for what they were 
doing. Well, such a law did exist, it 
was called the law of tlie peasant 
night patrols. Do the police use them 
or not? Does the army use them or 
not? Do the gamonales use them or 
not? This is the reality. They owe us 
an explanation for this. That much 
they owe us, not to mention their 
statutes. What are they like? Are 
they really Marxist? Were they 
drawn up based on the standpoint of 
our class, of the people? Don't they 
involve the outmoded ideology of 
the In·cas? Don't they express a 
stand of Christian personalism? 
Don't they work in close connection 
with the Church? If not, why does 
the Church publish their documents? 
And when I talk about the Church, I 
mean the ecclesiastical hierarchy. It 
would be good, when you have time 
and you need a little diversion, to 
read over these regulations. They are 
extremely revealing. 

We also denounce APRA's plans 
in the Alto Huallaga where, under 
the pretext of fighting drug traf­
ficking, they permit the use of the 
deadly pesticide "Spike", which the 
Yankee monopolies themselves say 
is like a series of small atomic 
bombs. 

El Diario: Chairman, what will be 
the main characteristics of the New 
Democratic People's Republic that 
you and yout'Party propose? 

Chairman Gonzalo: Its charac­
teristics are essentially those of a 
joint dictatorship. I insist on this, 
because in Peru we must think 
seriously abQut the problem of the 
Stale, and analyse it from the 
standpoint of Marxism-Leninism­
Maoism. And the first thing that the 
problem of the State raises to us is 



the question of the State system, or 
the kind of class dictatorship that is 
exercised. In our case, it is a joint 
dictatorship. Presently it is a 
dictatorship of only three classes, 
the proletariat, the peasantry and the 
progressives (the petty bourgeoisie). 
The national bourgeoisie is not 
taking part, but we respect their 
rights, this we do. The government 
system derived from the above is a 
system based on People's Assem­
blies. How do we carry this out in 
practice? As Committees. And these 
People's Committees grouped to­
gether form Base Areas, and the sum 
of the Base Areas constitutes the 
New Democratic People's Republic. 
This is what we are unfolding and 
will be unfolding until the end of the 
democratic revolution. What I would 
like to stress is that the Party has 
decided "to sow the seeds of Power" 
so that the people begin to exercise 
it, and to learn to run the State. Be­
cause once they learn to run the 
State they learn that this State can 
only be maintained by force of arms, 
as it is conquered so must it be 
defended. "Sowing the seeds of 
Power" requires that we sow in 
people's minds the need for the New 
Power and that people see it in 
practice. This is what we are doing. 
The people perform the overall 
functions of leadership, construction 
and planning as part of the New 
Democratic People's Republic. I think 
that's enough on this subject, because 
other things have already been 
explained in the Party's documents. 

Y. INTERNATIONAL POLITICS 

El Diario: Chairman, let's talk 
now a}?out international politics. 
Since communism is your goal, how 
do you see the conditions for world 
revolution? And what problems do 
the communists have to resolve? 

Chairman Gonzalo: We start 
from the understanding that rev­
olution is the main trend, and this 
continues to be so, this trend put 
forward by Mao continues to devel­
op. In our view, there has been no 
stability since World War II, not 
even relative stability. The whole 
world has been shaken by great 
revolutionary storms. They've come 
in waves, of course, because it 
couldn't be any other way. 

We hold that there are three 
fundamental contradictions in the 

overall situation that is unfolding. 
The first and principal contradiction 
is between the oppressed nations on 
one side, and the imperialist super­
powers and other imperialist powers 
on the other. Although it may be 
redundant, we prefer to list them this 
way for the sake of·clarity. This 
contradiction is resolved through 
democratic revolution, through 
People's War. A second fundamental 
contradiction is the one between the 
proletariat and the bourgeoisie. This 
is resolved through socialist rev­
olutions and proletarian cultural 
revolutions, but also through 
People's War, bearing in mind, I 
repeat, the type of revolution and the 
specific conditions of each country. 
A third contradiction is the inter­
im perialist one, between the 
superpowers, between the imperi­
alist superpowers and the imperialist 
powers, and among the imperialist 
powers themselves. These contra­
dictions among them are resolved 
through aggression, and imperialist 
wars, and tend toward defining who 
will have world hegemony throug~ a 
third world war. 

Why do we put the contradictions 
in this order? Because we consider 
this to be their order of importance. 
We insist that the contradiction 
between the oppressed nations on 
one side, and the imperialist super­
powers and imperialist powers on 
the other, is principal and of great 
importance for the world revolution. 
It has to do, in our opinion, with the 
weight of the masses in history. It is 
obvious that the great majority of 
the masses who inhabit the earth live 
in the oppressed nations. It is also 
evident that their population is 
increasing four times as rapidly as 
the population of the imperialist 
countries. We apply the principle 
that the masses are the makers of 
history, and we take infu account the 
fact that World War II caused the 
masses to stand up politically (some­
thing that even reactionary U.S. 
analysts recognize). We think that 
should the inter-imperialist contra­
diction generate a world war, it 
would be a new inter-imperialist war 
for world hegemony and redivision 
of the world; and there fore it would 
be to divide up the spoils of war? and 
the spoils are the oppressed nations. 
They would therefore have to. 
proceed to occupy our countries in . 
order to rule us. And so, once again, 
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the contradiction between the 
oppressed nations on one side and 
the imperialist superpowers. and 
imperialist powers on the other 
would become principal. 

We firmly believe in this, and it is 
not·because of chauvinism or"of 
being, as some say, inhabitants of 
oppressed countries or nations. It is 
not. This is the trend that can be 
seen in history, and this is the weight 
of the masses in history. And, 
moreover, facts continue to demon­
strate that where imperialism is mo­
re and more being defeated and 
undermined is in the struggles that 
are being waged in the oppressed 
nations. These are irrefutable facts. 
Therefore, we consider this principal 
contradiction to be of great import­
ance, and think that it is going to be 
decisive in eliminating imperialism 
and reaction from the face of the 
earth, provided that Marxism­
Leninism-Maoism is put in com­
mand of the world revolution, that 
Communist Parties develop based 
on this ideology, and that they take 
up People's War - again, in accord­
ance with the type of revolution and 
the specific conditions. 

This is the way we understand the :ti.. 
great importance of the principal 
contradiction that we uphold. There ~ 
are some who don't agree, and think f!! 
that what's really going on is that we o 
don't believe in revolution in the ~ 
imperialist countries. We believe 0 
that these revolutions are a historical ~ 
necessity and that the development ~ 
of the principal contradiction prov- ""' 
ides them with more favourable i 
conditions, and that even a world ~ 
war will provide more favourable Q) 

conditions for them to make rev­
olution. And revolution will be 
made because it is a necessity. In the 
end, the two great forces, the two 
great revolutions, the democratic 
revolution- and the socialist revolu­
tion must converge so that rev­
olution may triumph in the world. 
Otherwise, it would not be possible 
to eliminate imperialism and reac­
tion from the whole planet. That's 
what we think. 

The question poses itself: what is 
the key point? It is Marxism­
Leninism-Maoism, because it is a 
question of having a correct ideolo­
gical· and political line, and you 
can't have a correct political line 
unless you have the correct ideology. 
For that reason, we think that the 
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key to everything is ideology: 
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism, 
principally Maoism. Secondly, the 
development of.Communist Parties. 
Why? Because the masses thirst for 
revolution, the masses are ready and 
crying out for revolution. So the 
problem does not lie with them. The 
proletariat cries out for revolution, 
the oppressed nations, the peoples of 
the world cry out for revolution. So 
.we need to develop Communist 
Parties. The rest, I repeat, will be 
done by the masses, they are the 
makers of history and they will 
sweep imperialism and world reac­
tion away with People's War. 

El Diario: What role is U.S. 
imperialism playing in the world? 
What do you think of "Star Wars"? · 
What about the so-called dis­
armament plans of the U.S.-USSR 
and other European countries? 

Chairman Gonzalo: In sum, U.S. 
imperialism arose after World War II 
as the gendarme of world reaction. 
But later it entered into a contest for 
world hegemony with social­
imperialism. Thus, both of them 
make big plans to win hegemony. 
The issue of "Star Wars", or the 

~ "Strategic Defence Initiative", which 
~ is its official name, is related to this. 
~ The U.S. government, particularly 
... with Reagan, has started to elaborate 
~ big -strategic plans that encompass 

decades of the next century. That is, e they are thinking of their survival, 
Q and how to maintain hegemony and 
~ defeat social-imperialism. Within 
~ this, "Star Wars" is nothing but a 
:iii plan that seeks to deploy a shield 
~ that would prevent missiles with 

atomic warheads from reaching their 
cities, and in turn allow them to 
protect themselves if they carry out 
an atomic attack against social­
imperielism. But these are only 
plans and wishes, because up against 
one plan is another. Not long ago the 
Soviets retaliated by saying that 
there were ways to overcome this 
would-be shield, and consequently 
the supposed invulnerability of the 
U.S. would not exist 

As to the issue of disarmament 
plans between·· the superpowers, the 
U.S. and the USSR, we have to start 
from what Marxism as well as our 
own founder teaches us: the more 
they talk of peace, ·the more they 
prepare for war. A lot of empty talk, 
a lot of deceptive demagoguery is 
being made in relation to the 

disarmament agreements they've 
signed for the withdrawal of medi­
um range missiles from Europe. 
What is being disarmed is the 
missile, that is the vehicle, but they 
keep tlte warhead in order to use it 
for whatever suits them. That is the 
essence of the farce. 

The European powers are ob­
viously in the line of fire of both 
superpowers, and if there is a world 
war, they would like to prevent it 
from taking place in Europe. That's 
what they want, because at bottom 
they are eager, as is Japan, that the 
two tigers fight each other so that 
later one of them can emerge as a 
great power, as the supreme ruler. 
Such are the dreams of Japan, West 
Germany, etc. But a world war 
would also be waged in Europe, and 
the two superpowers are very aware 
of the Europeans' desires. So the 
situation creates contradictions 
among the powers and the super­
powers, which unfold as a complex 
process involving collusion and 
contention. It could not be other­
wise. How these powers fight to 
fulfill their dreams is also evident: 
Japan for dominance over Asia and 
South America, Europe over .Africa 
and Latin America. And they don't 
restrict themselves to these regions, 
hence their bustling about and 
mediations, their separate and con­
flicting policies, because they each 
defend their own interests. 

We believe that these are all 
demagogic debates that only serve to 
conceal big plans involving conten­
tion for world hegemony. That is 
what we believe, because imperi­
alism will. not cease to exist until we 
sweep it away. Its essence won't 
change - its essence is to exploit 
and oppress, to reduce nations to the 
state of semi-colonies and, if 
possible, to colonies. While I'm on 
the subject, it's high time that we go 
back to using these terms, because 
they are terms scientifically estab­
lished by Lenin. But the point is that 
in the face of these plans the main 
thing is not simply exposing them, 
but getting prepared to take them on. 
And there is but one way to prepare, 
and that is by means of People's 
War. Chairman Mao said: we have 
to prepare ourselves and prepare 
ourselves right now against an 

· imperialist war, and principally 
against a nuclear war. How will we 
respond? Only with People's War, in 

no other way. That is the most 
important thing. Exposing th~m is 
part of carrying out a propaganda 
campaign that shows the world their 
sinister and hideous plans for mass 
genocide. But this will never stop a 
war, as Stalin clearly stated. These 
campaigns never stop wars, so the 
only thing to do if we want to pre­
vent war, is to develop revolution. 
As the Chairman taught us: either 
revolution will prevent world war, or 
world war will give rise to rev­
olution. This, I believe, is how we 
should view the situation. 

El Diario: Chainnan, what do you 
think about the Soviet State? Lately 
they've been talking a great deal 
about Perestroika. How do you see 
this question? What is your opinion 
of the attacks on Stalin? 

Chairman Gonzalo: Lately, the 
subject of Perestroika has been 
bandied about. Perestroika, as far as 
I have been able to see, because I 
think it is necessary to study it care­
fully and understand· ·all the 
revisionist filth it contains, is part of 
this new offensive of modern 
revisionism that we communists are 
facing. Gorbachev is thoroughly 
revisionist, a revisionist from head 
to toe. He claims that the XXth 
Congress of the CPSU was a his-· 
torical event of enormous impor­
tance in the USSR. That was the 
fateful Congress in which the 
dictatorship of the proletariat was 
attacked under the pretext of attack­
ing Stalin. He admires Khrushchev, 
and portrays him as a great man, 
bold, determined, whose problem, 
he says, was that he fell into 
subjectivism, that he dido 't elaborate 
correct plans, but overly ambitious 
plans that couldn't be carried out. : 
Khrushchev was Gorbachev's teach­
er. And Gorbachev learned lessons 
from him, as well as from his other 
teacher, Brezhnev, even though he 
would like to distance himself from 
Brezhnev. 

We have to focus on a key 
question with regard to Perestroika. 
Gorbachev himself says that 
Perestroika may be defined in many 
ways, but if we focus on "the key 
that expresses its essence most 
accurately, then we can say this, 
perestroika is a revolution." But 
there are those who don't see it that 
way. We have ·to pay very close 
attention to this. It is not a revolu­
tion, but a development of the coun-



terrevolution, a more unrestrained 
unfolding of capitalist restoration 
aimed at eliminating what little 
remains that might serve the 
proletariat and people in combatting 
social-imperialism. He says it is a 
revolution because it proposes an 
acceleration in the socio-economic 
sphere, a radical change, and an 
advance to a new type of State. 
What would that new type of State 
be? A more shamelessly bourgeois 
State, structured in a new way that 
they have not yet found a way to 
define, because it has not been 
defined, not even in their most 
recent conference. So Gorbachev is 
completely unabashed. That's why it 
is useful to call attention to this 
tenn, because it is generally said that 
"perestroika is a restructuring," 
period. But Gorbachev says that the 
term that corresponds perfectly is 
"revolution," and that is a mockery, 
an irony, an outrageous joke. 

What else does this individual put 
forward? He is developing Khrush­
chev's positions. Let's look at the 
question of war. He says that a 
.world war will lead to the disap­
pearance of humanity. In his own 
words, "In this war there will be 
neither victor nor vanquished. There 
will be no survivors", "If a nuclear 
war breaks out all living things will 
be obliterated from the face of the 
earth." And, "In a global nuclear 
conflict there will be neither winners 
nor losers, world civilization will 
inevitably perish." But what does he 
add? Allow me to read, "Politics 
must be based on realities. And 
today the most formidable world 
reality is the vast military arsenals, 
conventional as well as nuclear, of 
the United States and the Soviet 
Union. This gives our two countries 
a special responsibility in rela­
tionship to the whole world." What 
is this? Unabashedly he is telling us 
that his might is based on military 
superiority, and he brandishes it 
alongside the military power of 
Yankee imperialism, clamouring that 
they are all that matters in the world, 
and as a result, we are dependent on 
them. This is what he espouses, the 
most shameless, blatant superpower 
politics that we have seen. But 
according to him, it is not only a 
nuclear war that puts humanity at 
risk, but conventional war as well: 
given the sophisticated and deadly 
weapons that exist today, it could 

bring the same results. Thus Gor­
bachev tries to impose on us the 
most monstrous policy of subjuga­
tion. Faced with this, we raise even 
higher Chairman Mao Tsetung's 
banner, "It's right to rebel." 

This high Russian official's 
revisionist inventions lead him to 
propose "a new thought". Listen 
clearly! A "new thought" that "takes 
into consideration, beyond ideolo­
gies and differences, the· highest 
interests of humanity". What 
happened to the fonnal mention of a 
class viewpoint? Isn't this a revival 
on a higher level of Khrushchev's 
preachings? Clearly it is. And an 
essential part of this "thought" is 
that war is no longer the continu­
ation of politics by military means. 
In his own words, "Clausewitz's 
maxim that 'war is the continuation 
of politics by other means,' which 
was classic in its time, now turns out 
to be ever more desperately out­
dated. It is destined for the 
libraries." But this thesis was upheld 
by Lenin and reiterated by Chairman 
Mao in this century and it is key in 
the military theory of the proletariat, 
and we are guided by it in the 
People's War. Thus, Gorbachev 
clashes openly with Lenin, as did 
Khrushchev. And the so-called "new 
conditions" that lead to the revision 
of Marxist principles is an old story 
that has been used since the days of 
the old-style revisionists, so it 
shouldn't serve as any type of 
comfort to this new revisionist 
standard bearer according to whom, 
"So much the better that in the West 
just as in the East new thoughts and 
new men are emerging, men who are 
beginning to see how they can reach 
agreement, because cooperation is 
the only thing possible." But.we say 
that this collusion between the two 
supeJtX>wers goes on so long as the 
conditions have not yet emerged for 
fighting a third world war - if we 
do not sweep them away first. That 
is the essence of things, and I 
believe that it is neces~ary to point 
out clearly how Gorbachev, who 
perversely opposes Lenin, is so 
brazen in his deceit that he calls 
himself a "follower of Lenin" who is 
bringing about a "return to Lenin" 
and "has learned a lot from Lenin". 
This is what he tells us, and I believe 
these things are very corrosive. 

On the other hand, after he 
advocates "basing int~xnati_onal 
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politics on moral and ethical norms 
common to the whole human race", 
Gorbachev says, "What will happen 
to the military-industrial complex, 
they ask ••• to begin with, each job in 
the military-ind~Jrial complex costs 
two or three times more than in 
civilian industry. In place of one, we 
could create three jobs. In the 
second place, the present military 
sectors of the economy are con­
nected with the civilian economy, 
and they do a lot to help it. This is a 
starting point to using their potential 
for peaceful purposes. In the third 
place, the Soviet Union and the 
United States could carry out 
extensive joint programmes, pooling 
resources, and scientific and intel­
lectual know-how to resolve the 
most diverse problems for the 
benefit of humanity." Thus he 
swaggers like Khrushchev and 
opposes Lenin's conception of 
imperialism and its economic pro­
cess. Here also, as in everything, he 
is-anti-Leninist, as is clear from his 
positions, similar to Deng's, 
separating the Party from the State 
and promoting economic growth 
more and more in the service of the 
bourgeoisie and imperialism. :bi 

., , Like the other imperialists, the 
social-imperialist Gorbachev pro- ~ 
poses to combat so-called terrorism. ;!! 
He commits himself to this and to a 
the use of the United Nations for this 0~ purpose as well. 

Finally, I think something deserves i 
to be said about how he sees Latin :Z 
America, and Nicaragua in particu- ~ 
lar. In Nicaragua he thinks that JS 
because a dictatorship, that of ~ 
Somoza, was overthrown by a popu- a, 
Jar revolu!jon, this proves the. 
correctness of the outlook that has 
guided and still guides the 
Nicaraguan revolution. This is 
extremely revealing. Concerning 
Latin America, his view is that the 
Soviets have no interest in disrupt-
ing the empire, or as they say, the 
relations between the U.S. and Latin 
America. This concerns us directly. 

What do the social-imperialists of 
the USSR want? They are in a stage 
of trying to see how to resolve 
ur_gent problems. It is a moment 
when conusion is principal, and so 
they look to contain or cool off 
points of conflict in order to devote 
the~selves to the development of 
therr economic systems, while they 
continue making big plans to 
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contend for world hegemony. Col­
lusion- is temporary, conflict and 
struggle are absolute. 

In conclusion, Perestroika ts a 
perverse plan to continue with the 
modem revisionism tharKhrushchev 
initiated. It is a new counterrev­
olutionary offensive of revisionism. 

In regard to the attacks on Stalin, 
Khrushchev attacked him and so 
does Gorbachev, but Gorbachev has 
gone even further, rehabilitating 
those whom .. Stalin condemned. One 
of the things that should really make 
one think is the rehabilitation of 
Bukharin, as well as others. They've 
even recognized his status as a party 
member. You have to ask yourself, 
who's left? Only Trotsky, now he's 
the only one left. The attack on 
Stalin remains, as it has been, a 
pretext for deepening capitalist 
restoration, developing political 
plans to wipe out anything that may 
remain, and that might be of some 
service to the people in once again 
making revolution. That is their 
dream, but it will amount to nothing 
but a dream, pure and simple. 

Concerning Comrade Stalin, the 
revisionists say a lot about him and 

~ attack him. What is deplorable is 
~ that others should do the same, 
0> accusing him of all kinds of errors 
.. and maligning him. We believe that 
~ Comrade Stalin was a great Marxist-

Leninist. What Chairman Mao said e about him is correct: his errors 
Q amounted to thirty percent, and the 
Q! root of these errors was in his 
~ limitations in _grasping dialectics. 
:ii But no one can deny that he was a 
.q great Marxist. The attacks on Stalin 

by Gorbachev and his henchmen 
should make others, who claim to be 
communists and who also attack and 
denigrate Comrade Stalin, think. 
They should really think about these 
coincidences - there is something 
important behind these attacks. 

El Diario: How do you see the 
present leaders of China? Are they in 
~e counterrevolutionary camp? What 
JS the way out for the Chinese people? 

Chairman Gonzalo: The present 
leadership of China is revisionist, 
and is really led by a perverse 
character, an old and··· rotten 
revisionist, Deng Xiaoping. During 
the .~Great Proletarian Cultural 
Revolution he was thoroughly 
exposed and the world saw what he 
was and continues to be, an out and 
out revisionist, a lackey of Liu Shao-

chi. It's Deng who is leading China, 
once a ·social~t country, in a rapid 
and all-out res~ration of capitalism. 
It is pertin~pt to point out that 
positions espoused by Gorbachev 
were previously es~used by Deng, 
in accordance with .his own 
conditions. 

What camp are they in? China acts 
like a world power. This is the 
political road they are following, 
one of collusion and struggle with 
powers and superpowers. Their 
dream is to be a superpower in the 
next century, .that's their dream. The 
way· out of this, as in other cases, is 
revolution, People.~s War. Let's 
remember that Chairman Mao, 
towards the end of ~is brilliant life, 
said to Comrade Chiang Ching that 
she could carry the flag of 
revolution to the summit, pointing 
out to her, if you fail, you will fall, 
your body will shatter, your bones 
will break and then once again 
guerrilla war will have to be waged. 
He gave us the answer. It's part of a 
poem. I don't remember the text 
very well, but that's the basic idea. 
The central point here is that 
guerrilla war will have to be waged 
again - People's War. 

El Diario: Chairman, do you think 
there are socialist countries in the 
world today? 

Chairman Gonzalo: Frankly no, I 
don't think so. There are those who 
believe, for example, that Albania is 
a socialist country. I'd say to those 
who believe that Albania is socialist 
that they should study carefully, for 
example, the documents of the 
Vlllth Congress of the Party of 
Labour of Albania. That would be a 
good thing to study, reeause it says 
there that the centre of world 
reaction is U.S. imperialism. And 
Soviet imperialism? What happened 
to the two enemies we have to fight? 
It was always just words. With 
Hoxha himself it was just words 
because he always wrote more about 
fighting Yankee imperialism than 
social-imperialism. 

The same Congress also said that 
humanity has never been closer to 
its extinction than now. They repeat 
this just like the others, which is no 
mere coincidence. But what do they 
propose that we do? Concretely, ex­
pose imperialism. That is not the 
solution. Exposing imperialism will 
not stop a world war. The solution is 
to maie revolution by carrying out 

People's War. 
And if one looks at everything that 

is said there about the serious 
economic problems they have, one 
can see quite clearly the road that 
Albania has taken. However, it was 
not Ramiz Alia, the pre~ent leader, 
who chose this road, but Hoxha 
himself, who in 1978, in a speech 
before the electorate, stated that in 
Albania there were no antagonistic 
classes. We know very well what that 
means, because this question has been 
thoroughly explained by Chainnan 
Mao Tsetung. And if we add to this 
his deceitful attacks on Chairman 
Mao, on the development of Marxism, 
what is he but a revisionist? Therefore 
Albania is not socialist. 

If we look at Vietn~~ the road it 
is following is that of an instrument 
of the Soviet Union that today 
clamours for imperialist aid with an 
economy in crisis and ruin. So much 
blood, for what? It's because there, 
there was Ho Chi Minh, a centrist, 
as can be seen in his famous 
testament, where he says he regrets 
seeing conflict within the Inter­
national Communist Movement, 
when the question was which side 
he would take in the struggle 
between Marxism and revisionism. 
A communist has but one solution, 
to stand on the side of Marxism. Ho 
Chi Minh never did. Later came Le 
Duan, a rotten revisionist. Hence, 
the present situation in Viemam. 

This is why I hold that there are no 
socialist countries today. All this 
makes one reflect seriously, and 
come to understand the problem of 
restoration and counter-restoration . 
It's not a question that calls for 
lamenting or whining, as some try to 
promote. The point is to confront 
reality and understand it. And we 
can understand it if we grasp the 
question of restoration and counter­
restoration that Lenin himself had 
put forward and that Chairman Mao 
masterfully developed. Historically, 
no new class has established itself in 
power all ~t once. Power was seized 
and lost, reseized and lost again 
until, in the midst of great contests 
and struggles, that class was able to 
win and hold Power. The same thing 
is happening with the proletariat. 
But we've· been left with great 
lessons, including in socialist con­
struction., And so it has been a 
monumental' experience. 

In the final analysis, it is a 



historical process, and what we must 
be concerned about is how to 

- prevent the restoration of capitalism. 
And every revolution that is in 
progress must think, as we've been 
taught, about the long years ahead, 
the long years to come, and be 
confident that the process of 
development for the proletariat in 
seizing Power and establishing the 
dictatorship of the proletariat and 
defending it and leading the rev-. 
olution has already been defined. 
There have already been great 
historical milestones achieved in this 
process, and so the prospects are that 
our class, learning its lessons, will 
seize Power and establish the 
dictatorship of the proletariat 
throughout the world, and the 
proletariat will not be overthrown 
anymore, but will continue along 
this road of transformation until the 
State is brought to an end when we 
enter communism. 

El Diario: Chairman, with the 
triumph of the revolution, what kind 
of international relations will the 
New State have with bourgeois 
governments, especially with the 
Yankee State and with social­
imperialism? 

Chairman Gonzalo: The situation 
is clear. We must put an end to the 
domination of Yankee imperialism 
over our country. At the same time we 
must prevent the social-imperialists 
from introducing their domination, as 
well as warding off domination by 
any other power. In synthesis, that's 
the answer to your question. 

El Diario: Chairman, wouldn't the 
~nger of total isolation put the New 
State in a precarious position? 

Chairman Gonzalo: We believe 
the following: that we must keep to 
the: path that will lead us to the 
emancipation of our class, the path 
that will take us to communism. And 
this path demands that we maintain 
our independence, so as to fulfill the 
interests of the proletariat in the 
world revolution. We believe, as is 
known, that there are disputes and 
contradictions among the impe­
rialists, and these can be made use 
of, for example, to acquire certain 
resources. Since the market is 
getting tighter and tighter, and there 
is a real trade war, we may find 
those who will sell to us. Of course, 
they will demand an exorbitant price 
and, as Lenin said, we will pay them 
with our curses. But at the same 

time, there are oppressed nations, 
revolutions in progress, there is the 
international proletariat, there are 
the people throughout the world, and 
Communist Parties - they will help 
us and we will have to learn, be­
cause based on proletarian inter­
nationalism they will respond to our 
call and they will be well received. 
We are already seeing how ties be­
tween backward countries have been 
initiated, even how barter is used. We 
will find the appropriate f011ns. 

We have not studied this question 
sufficiently, because it involves 
problems that will pose themselves 
in the future. We have general 
guidelines, but we agree with what 
Lenin said: You want to know what 
war is like? Wage it. And let us have 
inexhaustible confidence in the 
international proletariat, in the 
oppressed nations, in the people of 
the world; and most particularly in 
the communists, in the parties and 
organizations, whatever their level 
of development. Holding fast to our 
ideology, Marxism-Leninism­
Maoism, we will advance, eYen if 
we begin by feeling our way in the 
dark, finding temporary solutions for 
certain situations or for brief periods 
of time, until we find the definitive 
one. As Lenin taught us, no rev­
olution can be planned out com­
pletely ahead of time. And many 
times it must grope its way forward 
uncertainly, finding temporary or 
momentary solutions - but that's 
how it advances. This is our 
approach, because our fundamental 
weapon is our ideology. We take 
what Marx said as our starting point: 
how easy it would be to undertake a 
revolution if we were absolutely 
certain of winning and having the 
whole problem resolved - it would 
be easy, but revolution is not like 
that. The questi0n is to commit 
ourselves to it and carry it forward, 
no matter what the cost. Since the 
masses are the makers of history, our 
people will rise to the occasion, and 
since it falls to us to arm them with 
the overall weapon Marx has given us, 
then we will defend our State by force 
of arms, because no revolutionary 
State can maintain itself on the good 
graces of imperialism and reaction. 
And in this way, with this firmness, 
with this determination, with. the 
conviction that Marxism-Leninism­
Maoism, principally Maoism, gives 
us, we will find the way, and we will 
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find new roads. 
Chainnan Mao has taught us that 

we must think in new ways and 
generate new forms; this is a 
fundamental question. He laid out 
that, in economic matter..s, the 
'question comes down to a clear 
political line, organizational forms, 
and great efforts. In regard to all 
problems, especially those we face 
that have not yet been resolved, we 
begin with a firm Maoist conviction 
that while there are Communist 
Parties and masses all manner of 
miracles will be achieved. 

El Diario: How does the PCP see 
proletarian internationalism today,. 
and in the future? 

Chairman Gonzalo: First of all, 
we see it as a principle, a very 
important principle, because, as I'll 
say again, the proletariat is an 
international class and we com­
munists are internationalists, because 
in no other way can we serve 
communism. Our Party has always 
been concerned with training its 
members, its fighte~ and the masses 
in proletarian internationalism, 
concerned with educating them in 
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism, to serve 
the world revolution and to fight ~ 
untiringly and unswervingly so that ~ 
communism may flower on earth. o 

For a time we lost our links with f9 
other Parties. Later on, those ties t:. 
were reestablished, and we are ~ 
contributing in struggling for the 0 
International Communist Move- ~ 
ment, which is why we are members 2: 
of the Revolutionary Internationalist """' 
Movement which we consider to be ;g 
a step in the regrouping of the ! 
genuine communists. We think that CIQ 

this is a complex task, because, if it 
is complex and difficult to form a 
Party and carry it forward, how 
much more complex will it be to 
struggle so that the communists, 
through, their different parties and 
organizations, can unite. We know 
that this is an enormous but indis­
pensable task. We believe there are 
those who concur, who struggle; and 
we are struggling, with all the 
limitations we might have, to see 
that proletarian internationalism may 
again bring tog~ther the communists 
in the world to struggle jointly for 
the realization of our final goal. We 
understand that the problem is 
extremely complex and difficult, but 
we communists are made for this 
kindqfta~. 
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El Diario: How do you, Chairman 
Gonzalo, analyse the different 
struggles being waged today in the 
oppressed nations? How do you 
analyse the...armed actions in Europe, 
and the various national movements? 

Chairman Gonzalo: There are 
numerous struggles in the oppressed 
nations. There are struggles in 
Africa, in Latin America, and in 
Asia, a region of such importance 
and weight in the world. Asia 

·always deserves our very special 
attention because of the weight of 
the masses ·in history, and because of 
what Marxism itself has taught us. 
We think that the problem with the 
struggles in the oppressed nations 
lies in the lack of or insufficient 
development of the Communist 
Parties. Yes, some Parties really are 
going to have to make great con­
tributions. We believe, on the other 
hand, that the question is that 
People's Wars are nbt being devel­
oped. Consequently, we see the need 
to persevere in contributing to 
putting Marxism-Leninism-Maoism 
in command of the world revolution, 
so on that basis powerful Parties can 
be formed and lead People's Wars. 

~ We see this as the biggest limitation. 
~ There are nationalist movements 
0> in the Middle East, Palestine 
,.... concretely, in South Africa, etc. But 
~ we believe that these revolutions, in 

order to really follow the path 
~ opened up by the new era initiated 
Q by the October Revolution, must 
~ develop Communist Parties, because 
0 without them the revolution cannot 
s. ~ go all the way. Africa has given us 

Communist Party and Marxism­
Leninism-Maoism. Nevertheless, all 
these movements give strength to the 
S;truggle against imperialism, but they 
will only serve to completely wipe it 
out ifthey are 'led by a Communist 
Party waging a People's War. 

As for the armed actions in 
Europe, we've seen protracted 
armed struggles. They are an expres­
sion of objective reality. Therefore, 
the task is not to condemn them, but 
to understand, study, and analyse 
them to see how they are an expres­
·sion of the fact that there is also a 
revolutionary situation in old Europe. 
And beyond that, that there are those 
who have taken up arms, under­
standing that that is the only way to 
seize Power. This is a powerful blow 
to revisionism, because in Europe 
itself, considered to be one of their 
bastions, revisionism is beginning to 
be abandoned. Regardless of the level 
reached, and the problems that 
remain to be solved, this is undenia­
bly an important advance. 

So the point is not simply waging 
armed struggle. The heart of the 

matter is Peoples War, a 
- Communist Party and 

Marxism-Leninism-Maoism. 
Nevertheless, all these movements 

give strength to the struggle 
against imperialism, but they will 
only serve to completely wipe it 

out if they are led by a Communist 
Party waging a Peoples War. 

iq: several examples ofthis. In Algeri~, In some cases, the national 
for example, there was an armed question .is involved, as in Ireland. 
struggle, and a very fierce one, but In other cases, the issue of how to 
socialism was never built because make their revolution is raised. We 
they had no Communist Party to believe that these struggles must be 
lead a real revolutionary struggle. studied seriously. The problem is in 
Without Communist Parties, na- understanding what their ideology 
tionalist movements develop that is, what politics guides them, what 
seek simply to be recognized as class they serve, and how they 
nations, in order to change from approach the question of the super­
being colonies to being semi-colo- powers. We believe that they 
nie8, while remaining dependent on deserve a lot of attention, especially 
imperialism, or, in other cases, when there are organizations that 
changing masters. We have seen this propose taking up Mao Tsetung 
in various .movements tied to again, or that are starting to raise the 
England and France, for example. In need for a Party, or that the armed 
other cases, armed struggles are struggle alone is not enough. We 
developed that the United Nations must look at this as a new awakening 
resolves, deciding what will happen, and understand that they might make 
like in Cyprus. So the point is not · a lot of mistakes - when you get 
simply waging armed struggle*" The right down to it, who doesn't? But 
heart of the matter is People's War, a they themselves will sum up lessons 

from their errors, as they are doing, 
they'll advance, grasp Mar~ism­
Leninism-Maoism, and fonn Parties 
and wage People's War in accordance 
with the socialist character of their 
revolution and in accordance with 
their specifi~ conditions. 

In sum, to repeat, it is proof that in 
Europe, too, there is a revolutionary 
situation developing unevenly. There 
are people who are sick and tired of 
rotten revisionism who, in such 
difficult conditions, within the belly 
of imperialism where the struggle is 
complex and difficult, are taking up 
arms to change the world, which is 
the only way it can be done. This 
provides more hope, and helps us 
see that the main trend is revolution, 
and to sti;'e how Europe is also 
turning toward revolution. Let's also 
recognize that, after having been 
pioneers in the past, they are 
opening up a path and, in the end, 
providing more hope. And they 
deserve greater understanding from 
us since there are already those who 
are concerned about the Party and 
are taking up Mao Tsetung again. 
That is, they want to return to 
Marxism and to grasp it completely 
as Marxism-Leninism-Maoism. 
These struggles being waged in 
Europe also have their limitations 
and errors, as all struggles do, but 
we should see them as an expression 
of the irrepressible advance of 
revolution and how more and more 
countries and peoples are coming 
forward to take up arms to over­
throw the existing order. They are 
summing up experience, and setting 
their course toward the Party and .the 
ideology of the proletariat, 
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism, 
principally Maoism. 

For me, seeing revolution begin to 
open a path in Europe is reason to 
rejoice. And regardless of possibly 
stumbling and falling along the way, 
we must have confidence in the 
masses and in the peoples - con­
fidence that, as in other places, they 
will make revolution with arms in 
hand, following Marxism. They will 
do it there as well, that is how we 
must think. I emphasize that we must 
see this in historical perspective, t.ake 
a long-term view, study these 
movements seriously, and encourage 
everything that tends towards 
Marxism·Leninism-Maoism, forging 
a Party and developing People's War. 

El Diario: What is your opinion 
-, . 



of Nicaragua and Cuba? 
Chairman Gonzalo: I would like 

to state what I said once when I was 
talking about these problems with 
some friends. Nicaragua carried out 
an incomplete revolution and their 
problem is that they didn't destroy 
the power of the whole big bour­
geoisie. They focused on being anti­
s omoza. I believe that is one 
problem. A democratic revolution 
must wipe out the three mountains, 
and in Nicaragua that has not been 
done. Another thing is that the 
revolution has developed within the 
Cuban framework, readjusted in 
recent years. And this simply leads, 
in the end, to dependence on the 
Soviet Union. How can we prove 
this? Because the fate of Nicaragua, 
like Afghanistan or the Middle East, 
is discussed, manipulated, and dealt 
with in conversations between 
representatives of the two super­
powers. The moves and counter­
moves they have made are indicative 
- the measures that are adopted in 
Nicaragua with regard to the 
"contras" coincide closely with 
-meetings and agreements between 
the superpowers. 

Our main contribution is to uphold 
Maoism as the new, third, and 

highest stage of Marxism, 
committing ourselves to help put 
this ideology in command of the 
world revolution, and as p:Jrt of 

this to demonstrate the validity and 
all-encompassing perspective of 

Maoism. Also, to demonstrate that 
if one sustains oneself by relying 
on ones own efforts, maintaining 

independence from the 
superpowers or any other 

imperialist power, it is possible to 
make revolution, and what's more, 

it is necessary to do it that way. 
And to demonstrate the power of 
Peoples War which makes itself 
felt despite aif our limitations. And 
if possible, to provide, as some 
have said, hope, which implies 
responsibility - to be a beacon 

for the world revolution, an 
example that can serve other 

communists. In this way we are 
serving the world revolution. 

We believe that Nicaragua, in 
order to follow the correct path that 
the heroic Nicaraguan people 

certainly deserve, must develop the 
democratic revolution completely, 
and this demands a People's War. 
They must break with dependence 
on the Soviet Union, take their 
destiny in their own hands, and 
def~nd their independent class 
interests. This requires a Party 
which, of course, adopts a prole­
tarian outlook. Otherwise, they will, 
lamentably, continue being a pawn. 
We believe that the Nicaraguan 
people have demonstrated a great 
fighting spirit, and their historic 
destiny can lie nowhere but in 
developing the revolution as it must 
be developed, with a Party based on 
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism and 
People's War, developing indepen­
dently without the tµtelage of any 
power, whether it be a nearby or 
distant one. 

About Cuba, I can only say this 
concretely, they play a role in the 
service of the Soviet Union, not only 
in Latin America, but also in 
Angola, for example, and in other 
places. Cuba changed hands, from 
one master to another, by a process 
that the Cubans themselves call 
exceptional. One must recall clearly 
the basis that they laid out to guide 
their struggle: that there is no clear 
differentiation of classes, and what 
is needed, in sum, is a collection of 
saviours to redeem the oppressed. 
We've seen this along with the four 
following points in documents that 
are circulating in Peru. The problem 
here is not talcing the class struggle 
as their starting point: "socialist 
revolution or a caricature of revolu­
tion", which means upholding a one 
stage revolution in the oppressed 
countries; a united front of three 
classes without the national bour­
geoisie; no need for a Communist 
Party, which means dismissing··the 
leade.~hip of the proletariat; and the 
negation of People's War starting 
with rejecting the need for Base 
Areas. These ill-fated principles are 
propagated by the Cubans. 

Cuba has a big resp~nsibility in 
America, because it provided hope. 
But we must remember very clearly 
what happened in 1970. -Fidel Castro 
said that the strategy of armed 
struggle had failed, and he sought to 
abandon what he had encouraged 
and ·supported. _Douglas Bravo 
confronted him, countering that the 
strategy had not failed, but Castro's 
tactics had. But, unfortuJJately_ later. 
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Bravo chose to accept amnesty. We 
believe all of this has generated a lot 
of problems in the Americas, but 
today these same criteria, readjusted 
to the dictates of the social-impe­
rialist master, are being propagated 
and presented /as a new revolu­
tionary development being applied 
concretely in Nicaragua. This is 
false. What we must and do affirm is 
that Latin America is (and has been) 
ripe for People's War, and that is its 
road. Latin America has an 
important role to play. Let's not 
forget that it's "the U.S. 's backyard" 
according to the arrogant Yankee 
imperialists. Latin America also has 
an importance for the world which it 
will realize if it grasps the ideology 
of the proletariat, Marxism­
Leninism-Maoism, principally 
Maoism, forges Communist Parties 
and carrie_s forward People's Wars as 
part of the world revolution. 

We Latin Americans will number 
over 500 million at the end of this 
century. There is much that unites 
us, and we must work together 
because of this closeness, which 
doesn't mean that we can detach 
ourselves from the world revolution, 
because we can only carry out our :ti.. 

, .task as part of the world revolution. 
Latin America is not enough. ~ 
Communism is for the whole world i!l 
or for no one. a 

El Diario: What is the Communist . O~ 
Party of Peru's contribution to the 
world revolution? :§ 

Chairman Gonzalo: Our main Z 
contribution is to uphold Maoism as ~ 
the new, third, and highest stage of IS 
Marxism, committing ourselves to ~ 
help put this ideology in command Q) 

of the world revolution, and as part 
of this to demonstrate the validity· 
and all-encompassing perspective of 
Maoism. Also, to demonstrate that if -
one sustains oneself by relying on 
one's own efforts, maintaining 
independence from the superpowers 
or any other imperialist power, it is 
possible to make revolution, and 
what's more, it is necessary to do it 
that way. And to demonstrate the 
power of People's War, which makes 
itself felt despite all our limitations. 
And if possible, to provide, as some 
have said, hope, which implies 
responsibility - to be a beacon for 
the world revolution, an example 
that can serve other communists. In 
this way we are serving the world 
revolution. 
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OTHER POINTS 

El Diario: Chakman, we have 
come to the end of this interview. 
We've been talking with you for 

. . more than 12 hours. Now we'd like 
to talk about you personally, about 
Dr Abimael Guzman Reinoso. Was 
there anyone among your family or 
friends who influenced you in the 
dev~lopment of your vocation and 
ability in politics? 

Chairman Gonzalo: I'd say that 
what has most influenced me to take 
up politics has been the struggle of 
the people. I saw the fighting spirit 
of the people during the uprising in 
Arequipa in 1950 - how the masses 
fought with uncontainable fury in 
response to the barbarous slaughter 
of the youth. And I saw how they 
fought the army, forcing them to 
retreat to their barracks. And how 
forces had to be brough't in from 
other places in order to crush the 
people. This is an event that, I'd say, 
has been imprinted quite vividly in 
my memory. Because there, after 
having come to understand Lenin, I 
understood how the people, how our 

~ class, when they take to the streets 
SI and march, can make the reactionaries 
~ tremble, despite all their power. 
~ Another thing was the struggles of 
i 1956, when the people fought, while 

others betrayed them - well, that is 
~ what the .opportunists and 
Q reactionaries do - but the people 
~ fought and carried the day, and there 
O were mass movements, powerful 
3!t: ones. These events, for example, 
'ct helped me understand the power of 

the masses, that they make history. 
I also had the occasion, going back 

a little further now, to see the 
uprising in Callao in 1948, to see 
with my own eyes the people's 
courage, how the people were 
brimming with heroism, and how 
the leadership betrayed them. And 
going back even further in my 
memory, I believe that World War II 
affected me profoundly. Yes, I 
remember, if that's possible, not 
very clearly - but as if in a dream 
- when the war.. began in Sep­
tember of 1939, the uproar and the 
news on the old radios. I remember 
the bombing, the important news. I 
remember the end of the. war too 
and how it was celebrated with th~ 
blast of ships' horns, loudspeakers, a. 
great clamour and happiness be-

cause World War Il had ended. 
· I had a chance to see the so-called 
big fi.ve in the newspapers, and 
Com.-ade Stalin was among them. 
So I'd say that these events left their 
mark on me: and impressed upon me 
in an elemental and confused way 
the idea of power, of the masses, and 
of the capacity of war to transform 
things. All these things exerted an 
influence on me. I believe that like 
every communist I am the child of 
the class struggle and of the Party 

El Diario: At what age did you 
take up Marxism? Were you still in 
school, or were you at the university? 

Later I made a trip to Ayacucho 
for work reasons. I thought it 

would be a short stay, but it lasted 
for years. I thought it would ;ust be 

for a year, because that's 
what the arrangements were. I 

had m~plans, the proletariat had 
others. The masses and the people 

change us in many ways; 
Ayacucho helped me discover 

the peasantry. 

Chairman Gonzalo: My interest 
in politics began to develop at the 
end of high school, based on the 
events of 1950. In the following 
years, I remember forming a group 
with my schoolmates to study 
political ideas. We were very eager 
to study all kinds of political ideas. 
You can probably understand what 
kind of period that was. That was 
the beginning for me. Then in 
c.ollege, the struggle at the uni­
versity, I experienced firsthand big 
strikes, confrontations between 
Apristas and communists, and 
debates. And so my interest in books 
was sparked. Someone saw fit to 
lend me one, I believe it was "One 
Step Forward, Two Steps Back". I 
liked it, I began to study Marxist 
books. Then the figure of Comrade 
Stalin made a big impression on me. 
At that time people who were drawn 
to communism and those who 
became Party members· were trained 
using Problems of Leninism. It was 
our mainstay and I studied it as it 
deserved to be studied, seriously, 
given its importance. Stalin's life 
interested me. He was,· for us, an 
example of revolution. I had prob­
lems getting into the Communist 
Party. They had an absurd policy. To 

become a member, you had to be the 
son or daughter of a worker, and 1 
wasn't. But others had different 
criteria and so I was able to join the 
Party. I participated in the defence of 
Stalin. At that time, taking him away 
from us would have been like taking 
away our soul. In those days, the 
works of Stalin were more widely 
propagated than those of Lenin. 
That's what the times were like. 

Later I made a trip to Ayacucho 
for work reasons. I thought it would 
be a short stay, but it lasted for 
years. I thought it would just be for a 
year, because that's what the 
arrangements were. I had my plans, 
the proletariat had others. The 
masses and the people change us in 
many ways; Ayacucho helped me 
discover the peasantry. At that time, 
Ayacuch~ was a very small town, 
mainly countryside. If you go to the 
poor sections, even today, you find 
peasants there, and if you walk 
towards the outskirts, in fifteen 
minutes you 're already in "the 
countryside. There too, I started to 
understand Chairman Mao Tsetung, 
I advanced in understanding Marx­
ism. The conflict between Marxism 
and revisionism has been very 
important in my development. 

Remember what the masses can 
do, they have inexhaustible 

ingenuity, what we've taught you 
the masses will do and will teach 

you all over again. 

Some unlucky soul lent me the 
famous Chinese letter, "A Proposal 
Concerning the General Line of the 
International Communist Move­
ment". Ile lent it to me on the 
condition that .J' d return it Obvious­
ly it was an understandable theft. 
The letter led me to get more deeply 
into the great struggle between 
Marxism and revisionism. 

l committed myself to work within 
the Party and to wipe out revi­
sionism, and I believe that together 
with other comrades we achieved it. 
We gave up on one or two who were 
too far gone, they were died-in-the­
wool revisionists. Ayacucho was of 
erionnous importance for me, it has 
to do with the revolutionary road 
.and Chairman Mao's·teachings. So 
thtbugh this whole process I was 
becoming a Marxist, and the Party 



was moulding me, resolutely and 
patiently, I believe. 

El Diario: Many people know that 
you've been to China. Did you ever 
meet Chairman Mao? 

Chairman Gonzalo: I was not 
that fortunate. I was only able to see 
him from a distance. But I saw the 
recognition and deep affection of the 
people for a great Leader, an 
extraordinary Marxist, a pinnacle of 
Marxism. I didn't have ti)~ good 

. fortune of meeting him, as I said. 
The delegation I belonged to made a 
lot of errors and demonstrated some 
foolish arrogance. I think that kept 
them from granting us that privilege. 

Fear? I believe that fear and lack 
of fear form a contradiction .... In 
my opinion, no one is born brave. 

It is society, the class struggle, 
that makes people and communists 
courageous - the class struggle, 
the proletariat, the Party, ana our 

ideology. What could the 
greatest fear be? Death? As a 

materialist I know that life will end 
some day. What is most important 
to me is to be an optimist, with the 
conviction that others will continue 

the work lo which I am 
commiffed, and will carry ii 

forward until they reach our final 
goal, communism. Because the 
fear that I could have is that no 
one would carry on, but that 

fear disappears when one has 
faifh in the masses. 

Yes, I've been to China. In China I 
had the chance, which I'd like to see 
many have, of being in a school 
where politics was taught, from 
international questions to Marxist 
philosophy. They were masterful 
lessons given by proven and highly 
competent revolutionaries, great 
teachers. Among them I can remem­
ber the teacher who taught us about 
open and secret work, a man who 
had devoted his whole life to the 
Party, and only to the Party, over the 
course of many years - a living 
example and an extraordinary 
teacher. He taught us many things, 
and he wanted to teach us more .but 
some dido 't accept it - after all, 
there are all sorts of people in this 
life. Later, they taught us about 
military questions. But here they 
also began with politics, People's 

War, then the forging of the armed 
forces, strategy and tactics. And then 
the practical part that went with it, 
like ambushes, attacks, military 
movements, as well as how to 
assemble explosive devices. When 
we were handling delicate chemicals 
they urged us to always keep our 
ideology first and foremost, because 
that would enable us to do anything, 
and do it well. We learned to make our 
first demolition charges. For me it is an 
unforgettable example and experience, 
an important lesson, and a big step in 
my development - to have been 
trained in the highest school of 
Marxism the world has ever seen. 

Well, if you'd like an anecdote, 
here's one. When we were finishing 
the course on explosives, they told 
us that anything can explode. So, at 
the end of the course, we picked up 
a pen and it blew up, and when we 
took a seat it blew up, too. It was a 
kind of general fireworks display. 
These were perfectly calculated 
examples to show us that anything 
could be blown up if you figured out 
how to do it. We co~stantly asked, 
"How do you do this? How do you 
do that?" They would tell us, don't 
worry, don't worry, you've already 
learned enough. Remember what the 
masses can do, they have inex­
haustible ingenuity, what we've 
taught you the masses will do and 
will teach you all over again. That is 

. what they told us. That school 
contributed greatly to my devel­
opment and helped me begin to gain 
an appreciation for Chairman Mao 
Tse tung. 

Later, I studied some more and I 
have tried to apply it. I think I still 
have a great deal to learn from 
Chairman Mao Tsetung, from 
Maoism, as well as from Mao's 
practice. It isn't about trying to· 
compare royself to him, it is simply 
using the highest pinnacles as a 
reference point for achieving our 
objectives. My stay in China was an 
unforgettable experience. I was there 
on another occasion as well, when 
the Great Proletarian Cultural 
Revolution was beginning. We 
asked them to explain what was then 
called Mao Tsetung Thought. They 
taught us some more and that helped 
me understand more, a little more I 
should say. One thing that seems 
ironic is that the more I understood 
Mao Tsetung, the more I began to 
appreciate and value Mari~tegui. 
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Since Mao urged us to apply crea­
tively, I went back and studied 
Mariategui again, ·and saw that we 
had in him a first rate Marxist­
Leninist who had thoroughly 
analysed our society. It seems ironic, 
but it's ttue. , 

El Diario: How does it feel to be 
the man most wanted by the 
repressive forces of the government? 

Chairman Gonzalo: It feels like 
you 're doing your job and working 
hard at it. What remains is to 
shoulder more responsibility for the 
revolution, the Party, Marxism­
Leninism-Maoism, for our class, the 
people and the masses. And to 
always understand that we carry our 
lives on our fingertips. If that 
weren't so, we couldn't be com­
munists. So they have their reasons. 
Mine are those established by the 
Party, to which I wish to be more and 
more true and useful, because life can 
become entangled anywhere along the 
road, moreover it has a beginning and 
an end, more time, less time. 

El Diario: Is there anything 
you're afraid of? 

If you are Forged by the Party, in 
, . proletarian ideol'?.9Y, in 

Maoism principally, you 
understand that the masses are the 

makers of history, that the Party 
makes revolution, that the 

advance of history is certain, that 
revolution is the main trend, and 
then your Fear vanishes. What 
remains is the satisfaction of 

·· contributing together with others lo 
laying the foundation so that some 
day communism may shine and 

illuminate tbe .entire earth. 

Chairman Gonzalo: Fear? I 
believe that fear and lack of fear 
form a contradiction. The point is to 
take up our ideology, and unleash 
the courage within us. It is our 
ideology that makes us brave, that 
gives us courage. In my opinion, no 
one is born brave. It is society, the 
class struggle, that makes people 
and communists courageous - the 
class struggle, the proletariat, the 
Party, and our ideology. What could 
the greatest fear be? Death? As a 
materialist I know that life will end 
some day. What is most important to 
me is to be an optimist, with the 
conviction that others will continue 



BO 

the work to which I am committed, Before I liked music more, now I 
and will carry it forward until they .. enjoy it less. What other interests? I 
reach our final goal, communism .. · like science, books about science. In 
Because the.Jear that I could have is~: my early days at the university, I 
that no gne would carry on, but that studied law because I had to have a 
fear disappears when one has faith profession. But I liked philosophy 
in the masses. I think that the worst and I devoted myself to iL Through 
fear, in the end, is not to have faith philosophy I discovered science. I 
in the masses, to believe that you're spent a lot of time studying ques­
indispensable; the centre of the lions of mathematics and physics. In 
world. I think that's the worst fear my opinion, physics is an extra­
and if you are forged by the Party, in ordinary science. It is quite fitting to 
proletarian ideology, in Maoism call it "an adventure of the mind". 
principally, you understand that the The problem with science is that 
masses are the makers of history; scientists, whose starting point is a 
that the Party makes revolution, that materialist one, are good so long as 
the advance of history is certain, that they·· stay within the realm of 
revolution is the main trend, and science, but when they start to get 
then· your fear vanishes. What into·--philosophy or other areas, if 
remains is the satisfaction of con- they are not materialists, they fall 
tributing together with others to into idealism. This happened even 
laying the foundation so that some with Einstein. I like science, I think 
day communism may shine and it is extraordinary. This inclination 
illuminate the entire earth. for science can be seen in the thesis 

El Diario: What do you do when that I wrote for my degree in philo­
you 're not busy with politics and the sophy. It is an analysis of time and 
war? What books do you read? space according to Kant, from a 

Chairman Gonzalo: Many times Marxist point of view, using mathe-
1 don't have time to read what I'd matics and physics. I would like to 
like to. What do I like to read? I read read it again, because there's no· time 
a lot of biographies. I think that now to go back and study all that 

~ literature is a great form of artistic again. But I don't even have a copy. 
SI expression. For instance, I like to 
Ch read Shakespeare, yes, and to study 
,_ him. When you study Shakespeare 
~ you find political issues. There are 

very clear lessons in Julius Caesar e for example, and in MacBeth. I like 
Q literature, but politics always wins 
~ out with me, and leads me to look 
o for the political significance, what is 
;i behind it. After all, behind every 

great artist there is a political leader, 
there is a man of his time who is 
waging class struggle. I have also 
read Peruvian novels and sometimes 
I reread them. 

I once read a short work by 
Thomas Mann about Moses. After­
wards, we used it to help us 
politically interpret a struggle in 
which we were involved at the time. 
One part of this work says that one 
can break the law, but not negate it. 
How did I interpret this? To break 
the law is to go against Marxism, to 
deviate, to llave wrong ideas. That is 
permissible, but one cannot allow 
Marxism to be negated. I think it is 
possible to learn many things. I read 
Broad and Alien·is the World, and 
All the Races [Todas las Sangres· -
trans.], and I have studied them as 
well. I like literature and music. 

Whenever I find myself in a 
difficult situation I strive to look for 

its positive aspect or For what 
potential for development may still 
exist within that situation, because 
nothing is completely black, nor is 

anything completely red. 

El Diario: Do you like poetry as 
well? 

Chairman Gonzalo: Yes. At one 
time I was surveying world poetry in 
an anthology. And I studied it 
before, too - there were some 
works at the university library that I 
had access to. I like poetry. It is 
another one of the things I admire 
about Chairman Mao, who was an 
extraordinary poet. As to Peruvian 
poetry, for me, Vallejo. Yes, he is ours, 
and besides, he was a communist 

El Diario: Some say that your 
speeches, "The Flag" and "Initiate 
the Armed Struggle in 1980" are 
beautiful political poems of war. 
What do you say about that, 
Chairman? 

Chairman Gonzalo: I'd say that 
sometimes in politics you haye to let 
yourself go, so that the passion, the 
deep feelings, can strengthen our 
determination. At such times, so they 
say, the heart speaks and I believe 
that the revolutionary passion which 
is indispensable for war expresses 
itself. What literary value it might 
have I couldn't really say. 

El Diario: Do you ever get 
depressed? 

Chairman Gonzalo: No. I believe 
that I've got an almost built-in 
optimism. And I occupy myself 
more with problems of under­
standing and conviction than with 
problems of feelings or depression. 
On the contrary, I think that I am 
quite pptimistic. It is Marxism, 
Chairman Mao, who has made us 
understand that people, especially 
communists, are optimists. When­
ever I find myself in a difficult 
situation I strive to look for its 
positive aspect or for what potential 
for development may still exist 
within that situation, because noth­
ing is completely black, nor is 
anything completely red. Even if 
there were to be a big defeat, even 
though we have not had one yet, 
there would al ways be a positive 
aspect. The point is to draw out the 
lessons, and continue to do our work 
based on the positive aspect. You 
will always find someone to support 
you, to lend their ardent enthusiasm 
and assistance to the struggle, 
because communism unites people. 

El Diario: Do you have friends? 
Chairman Gonzalo: No, I don 'L I 

have comrades. And I am very .proud 
of having the comrades I have. 

El Diario: Chairman, we have 
reached the end of this interview. · 

Chairman Gonzalo: We have 
worked very hard and I thank you 
for your efforts. I very much appre -
ciate the difficulties you've had to 
go through in order to meet with me 
and be able to publish this first 
interview, which will reach the peo­
ple through El Diario, a newspaper 
that has fought tenaciously to serve 
the people. Thank you very much. 

El Diario: Thank you, Chairman. 

Peru, July 1988. 
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