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Peru

People's
In the last year, the revolutionary

rural base areas in Peru have
flourished in the valleys and
plateaus of the Andes mountains
and along the rivers descending to
the jungle in the east and the Pacif-
ic Coast to the west.

The reactionary press describes a
quarter to a third of the country as

having slipped out of the hands of
the Peruvian government - part or
all of eight of the country's 24
departments. Reports indicate that
the Armed Forces have withdrawn
to their strongholds in some areas
of the countryside and avoid active
patrols. At present, 4090 of the con-
scripts and 590 of the officers sent
to the "emergency zones" under
military rule are said to desert. Im-
portant roads linking the mountains
with the coast have been cut. In the
provincial capitals the revolution
has flexed its organised strength
through a series of armed general
strikes, and, in Lima itself, the pace
of political events has quickened
with the blossoming of strikes and
demonstrations supporting the peo-
ple's war led by the Communist
Party of Peru, a participating party
of the Revolutionary Internation-
alist Movement.

In the wake of the PCP's First
Congress (see ,4WTW No. ll),
PCP Chairman Comrade Gonzalo
gave an interview to the progressive
Lima newspaper El Diario in which
he analysed the current situation
faced by the revolution, as well as
many other matters. "They thought
they had us beaten in 1984", he
said, referring to the "difficult mo-
ments" undergone by armed strug-
gle two years after the Armed
Forces were sent in to carry out a
terrible campaign of massacres in
the countryside of Ayacucho and
neighbouring departments and tear
up the sprouts of the first clandes-
tine people's committees, the village
organs of revolutionary political
power.

Now, Comrade Gonzalo said,
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Photo of PCP guerrillas
night, from El Diario.
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Wor Prepores New Stoge
"these people's committees have
multiplied by the hundreds, those in
a particular area make up a base
area and the whole of the base areas
taken together make up the de-
veloping New Democratic People's
Republic". These base areas, he em-
phasised, "are the essence of peo-
ple's war", which is fought in the
city as well as the countryside, with
the countryside being principal. The
new political power being built in
the countryside under Party leader-
ship now involves "thousands of
people", he said. Throughout the
country overall, he added, "there
has been a leap in our growth
among the masses".

In these base areas, Comrade
Gonzalo explained, "we are esta-
blishing new relations of produc-
tion, an outstanding example of
which is the way we carry out our
land policy, with collective work on
the land, and the concrete reorgani-
sation of social life, under a joint
dictatorship, where for the first time
the workers, peasants and progres-
sive forces rule".

"The development of the peo-
ple's war has brought about a turn
and a change", Comrade Gonzalo
went on to say. "This situation ob-
Iiges us to take up the question of
how to prepare the city or cities to
generalise it. This has to do with our
mass work, but mass work in the
context of and for the purpose of
people's war. We have been carry-
ing out this work all along; now we
are beginning to develop it further.
We believe that our work in the ci-
ties is indispensable and must be
stepped up more and more, because
it is in the cities that the proletariat
is concentrated and we cannot leave
it in the hands of revisionism or op-
portunism."

"Our line has been to take the
working class districts and shan-
tytowns as the base and the
proletariat as the leading force", he
said, "and we are continuing to car-
ry out this line under conditions of

increased people's strength. Which
masses should we go to? From what
was just said, it follows that we
should turn the immense working
class districts and shantytowns"
which surround Lima and other ci-
ties "into belts of iron to enclose
and trap the reactionary forces".

"Our work is still developing
within the stage of the strategic
defensive" of the revolutionary
forces in relation to the enemy, he
pointed out, "and guerrilla warfare
is still the principal form of strug-
gle. It has spread throughout the
country, in the city as well as the
countryside, and we are fighting in
almost all parts of the country."
Within this, he said, mobile
warfare, involving larger units, "is
beginning to develop and will de-
velop more". The escalating clash
of revolution and counter-
revolution is "bringing the perspec-
tive of strategic equilibrium" into
view, he said. "That is why we must
take up the question of how to de-
velop the war to take the cities and
prepare the strategic offensive".

These remarks provide the con-
text for understanding recent events
in Peru.

Four "paros armados regionales,,

- regional armed shutdowns -shook the south-central mountains
of the departments of Ayacucho and
neighbouring Huancavelica and
Apurimac during the course of 1988.
These actions involved a combina-
tion of workers' strikes, the closing
of small businesses, mass actions
and guerrilla attacks.Such shut-
downs have taken place in the city
of Ayacucho, the department's cap-
ital, since early in the people's war
which began in 1980, but 1988 saw
a big step-up in their frequency, du-
ration (two to three days) and radius
throughout the region.

The first call for a seven-day
shutdown issued by the PCP came
in February 1989. It was an escala-
tion and a serious challenge. In
leaflets accompanied by a power

blackout, the Party called "on our
people to take part, arms in hand,
in a regional shutdown against the
fascist, genocidal and starvation-
mongering APRA government
headed by the cynical Alan Garcia
and his evil Armed Forces and
police". Success was complete.
Army and police patrol vehicles
roamed the deserted streets of the
city of Ayacucho, their loudspeak-
ers vainly calling on the population
to end the action, while revolution-
ary and counter-revolutionary
forces waged a war of graffiti on the
city's walls.

Other towns in the region were
also almost totally closed down.
Roads in the countryside were
blocked; the few lorries that tried to
get through were painted with
revolutionary slogans or blown up.
Guerrilla units hit Army and police
positions and ambushed patrols and
a military convoy, as they have been
doing with increasing intensity and
frequency in the region in the last
few years. Attacks and a power
blackout took place simultaneous-
ly in Lima.

Southeast of Lima, in the al-
tiplano (high plateau) department
of Puno, bordering Bolivia, revolu-
tionary forces held the city of Azan-
garo (population 45,000) and three
neighbouring villages for three days
in February. Land seizures by thou-
sands of peasants in February and
March continued to shake this
department where the people's war
first spread in the mid-1980s.
Peasants occupied land belonging to
half a dozen SAIS, former feudal
estates taken over and run by the
government. At the same time, mas-
sive peasant strikes in Huancaveli-
ca and Apurimac and the jungle
region around the city of Pucallpa
demanded higher crop prices, bet-
ter credits and debt relief, as vari-
ous political forces strove to put
themselves at the head of a country-
side in ferment.

Recently the armed struggle led
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by the PCP has become particular-
Iy sharp in the Mantaro River val-
ley in the mountain department of
Junin, to the east of Lima. This area
came under military rule in October
1988. (Thirty-seven of the country's
170 provinces are currently run
directly by the Armed Forces. Presi-
dent Garcia also granted the Armed
Forces the authority to do what they
want anywhere in the country in
pursuit of their "antisubversive"
war. In effect, about halfthe coun-
try's population is living under
some sort of military control.)
Powerlines and roads leading to the
capital were cut that month, amid
an armed regional shutdown, black-
ing out Lima and cutting it off from
the mountains that feed it, provok-
ing what Lima newspapers called a
"siege mentality" - either sad or
ebullient - among the different
classes in the capital city.

Some of the largest-scale fighting
has taken place irt the upper valley
of the Huallaga River which leads
from the Andes into the jungle,
passing through the tropical
foothills where peasants cultivate a
large part of the world's coca leaf.
People in the Andes have chewed
coca leaves for thousands of years,
especially under the burden of op-
pression and hunger since the Span-
ish conquest. Today, these leaves
are bought by drug dealers and
shipped to Colombia to be
processed into cocaine. The
peasants of this region are vic-
timised by landlords and police,
who often work together. About
300,000 peasants are said to have
come to depend on the income from
this crop for their survival.

The Party's policy is to protect
the peasants from having their land
or crops stolen. Without state pow-
er, it is not possible for the revolu-
tion to simply eliminate coca
cultivation overnight. Rather, the
peasants are encouraged to plant
part of their land to food crops.

Several years ago the U.S. sent in
"advisors" to train and direct the
Peruvian militarised police unit, the
UMOPAR ("anti-drug" police).
Their actual mission is to fight guer-
rillas, not drug dealers; since this
programme began the amount of
land planted to coca leaf in the
region has grown almost four times

over. Funding to help the peasants
shift to other crops is notable by its
all but complete absence, which
shows just how much drug eradica-
tion really interests the U.S. This
drug trade which is so bound up
with the oppression of the masses
could not exist if it were not for the
complicity of the Peruvian govern-
ment, and even more of the U.S.
government, since the U.S. market
is its one and only reason for ex-
istence.

Actually, in Peru it is the govern-
ment and ruling classes who are
most dependent on coca produc-
tion. The estimated $l-3 billion a
year in business provides an enor-
mous portion of the U.S. dollars to
which the increasingly import-
dependent economy is addicted.
Several government officials have
been arrested in Europe for their
role in million-dollar money-
laundering operations, most recent-
ly in March 1989. Even more
shamelessly, in July 1988 the Car-
cia government passed legislation to
allow - indeed, to attract - the
unimpeded, unquestioned and un-
taxed repatriation of dollars earned
in coca sales abroad, in order to
gain the foreign exchange necessary
for its survival. This whole situation
is an ugly example of how imperi-
alist capital has subordinated and
disfigured the Peruvian economy,
"legal" and "illegal" sectors alike.

Some reactionary press accounts
claim that the success of the guer-
rillas can be explained through the
allegedly superior arms they can buy
with fabulous sums of money from
the drug trade. This is disproved, in
fact if not in word, by reports from
the same press which indicate that
the greatest part of the guerrillas'
weapons continue to be "delivered"
by the police and Armed Forces, as
Comrade Gonzalo put it in the in-
terview, referring to the snatching
of war supplies from the hands of
the enemy. He added that along
with these arms, homemade
weapons (especially dynamite) also
continue to play a basic role, as well
as a relatively small number of pur-
chased guns.

In the town of Uchiza, along a
tributary of the Huallaga, a column
of 300 guerrillas overwhelmed a
50-man elite police unit at the end

of March, according to a govern-
ment communique. Guerrilla troops
took over the whole town, includ-
ing the airport. The police station
surrendered after a six-hour battle
in which a dozen troops were killed
and a similar number wounded. The
guerrilla fighters are said to have ex-
ecuted several officers and released
the rest of the men.

Previously, in January, a police
patrol of 30 men in three vehicles
was ambushed in Tocache, along
the Huallaga in San Martin, as they
were heading for their barracks.
They were pinned down by rebel
gunfire for several hours; four were
reported killed and five wounded.
Also in January, in Padre Abad, in
Huanuco, police said that a column
of 200 guerrillas led by a woman
ambushed a police patrol, killing
seven. Before that, in November, a
large motorised Army convoy was
ambushed at Aucayacu, in the
department of San Martin. The
reinforcements sent to rescue the
troops were also attacked. The
Army reported losing 17 soldiers
and killing 100 guerrillas. In a rela-
tively large-scale battle near Tingo
Maria in July 1988, l3 government
forces were reported killed. One
cannot expect the government to
give true figures in these commu-
niques, but they probably give some
idea of the scale of the fighting.

The city of Tingo Maria - pub-
lic services, buses, businesses and
everything else - was shut down
for 72 hours in August 1988. Its
streets were emptied and no-one en-
tered or left the city except for mili-
tary patrols. The scene in the
countryside during this armed
regional shutdown was described in
detail by reporters from E/ Diario.
They recounted how 5,000 peasants,
organised and protected by several
hundred guerrillas, assembled at
rendezvous points at nightfall to
tear up 300 kilometres of the road-
way that runs along the edge of the
jungle - the main road in the
region - in order to cripple the mo-
bility of the Armed Forces and thus
improve conditions for the people's
war and revolutionary political
power in the region.

At the "very portals of the capi-
tal", as the press described it, in

(Continued to page 10)
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From El Diorio

Armed Shutdown in the Jungle Hills:

An Eyewitness Account

The armed shutdown had already
begun in the Upper Huallaga Val-
ley. Still, the guerrillas had not yet
made their appearance. We had
seen them before, many times,
agitating or marching, but this time
was to be different. The soldiers of
the People's Guerrilla Army would
be in action. This report covers their
actions and the active participation
of the local peasants.

During the armed shutdown, as
we knew, the peasants stayed away
from their fields for security
reasons.

During the course of the day, the
radio constantly broadcast a com-
munique from the Armed Forces
military-political command of the
zone announcing a curfew as a
precautionary measure directed
against the night of protest sched-
uled to begin at 6 pm.

Still, by late afternoon the atmos-
phere was very tense. The villagers
prepared to assemble along differ-
ertt sections of the Carretera Mar-
ginal [the road that runs along the
whole length of the foothills, con-
necting them to the rest of the coun-
try - AWTA. In the cities,
everyday activities had ceased com-
pletely. The night of struggle was to
begin at 6 pm sharp.

It was at this time, exactly, that
someone came to the village to fetch
us. A robust housewife, about 40
years old and known only as
"Micaela", led us off the main road
through a rock-strewn path that
wound up into the mountains. With
our cameras, tape recorder, Iight
luggage and an indescribable excite-
ment, we were headed towards our
meeting with the illegal People's
Guerrilla Army.

Almost at nightfall, after an hour
and a half of walking, we reached
a lonely hut in the midst of thick
vegetation. Our guide asked us to
wait.

She continued walking alone. We

sat down inside, and by candlelight
had some coffee and fried plantains
to quiet our stomachs, while we
chatted briefly with the family who
were our hosts. Soon we hear
"Micaela's" voice again, calling
from outside, telling us we were to
continue on our way.

As we left the hut a lantern's light
surprised us. There were two youth,
whose faces, which we could bare-
ly see, showed they were un-
mistakenly from the countryside.
He seemed to be about 23 years old;
she was no more than 16. Still, there
was something that clearly marked
them from all the others present:
each carried a rifle over the shoul-
der. In the midst of the immense
jungle, we found ourselves face to
face with two guerrillas of the clan-
destine PCP.

Speaking slowly and softly, they
greeted us and invited us to walk
with them, this time in the direction
of the Carretera Marginal. They
took the lead, and our guide mo-
tioned to us that we should march
behind in single file.

When we got to the road, a lorry
was waiting for us with the motor
running. Three people were in it. As
we climbed in, accompanied by our
inseparable guide, l0 others
emerged from where they had been
hiding, camouflaged in the thick
brush. Most of them wore uniforms
consisting of thick green pants, a
dark polo shirt, rubber boots and a
knapsack. Only six or seven wore
caps, but all were armed with a ri-
fle or large-calibre shotgun. Hand-
grenades, a machete and a lantern
completed their equipment.

We sat in the back of the lorry,
while the armed youth around us
faced outward, watching attentive-_
ly. Their weapons were at the ready
and pointed forward along the
road. Thus we set off, slowly, head-
ing south on the Carretera
Marginal.

From El Diorio

Closs-conscious

The fighting shutdown carried
out by the people of Lima began at
midnight last night, called by the
powerful Carretera Central Class-
Conscious Workers' Struggle Com-
mittee, which "calls upon the mass-
es to fight and resist, unitedly, for
the next 72 hours, against the
APRA'government and its revi-
sionist accomplices."

This day of revolutionary strug-
gle is very different from those
strikes carried out in the past. The
vicious circle of mere economic
struggle is being broken, and the
struggle is being taken up for polit-
ical power, against APRA's fascism
and corporatism and its criminal
plans for the people.

During these three days of direct
class confrontation between the
bourgeoisie and landlords, and the
workers, peasants and masses of
people and progressive forces, our
people will take to the streets to
fight, with all the forms of struggle
at their disposal, putting their im-
mense and previously pent-up ener-
gies into play to repudiate the
government....

(El Diario,27 September 1988 )

Yesterday's beginning of the
shutdown... was marked by armed
confrontations, a great many road-

We had gone quite a distance
when the lorry pulled off the road
and into another of the many vil-
lages in the region. From then on,
we continued our journey along the
Marginal on foot, separated into
two groups, each along one side of
the road. Two armed men walked
ahead, at a safe distance, and two
more a little ways behind, to assure
the security of the guerrilla unit.

Five hundred metres further on,
a shout suddenly rang out: "A car,
take cover, comrades!" In the dis-
tance, faint lights could be seen. We
left the road and threw ourselves
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Shutdown in the Copitol

blocks, sabotage and protest
demonstrations.

An outstanding feature of this
historic day of struggle was the par-
ticipation of armed militias of the
clandestine PCP, who went out to
the masses and exhorted them to
take part in the People's War....

There was massive absenteeism in
factories and commerce, and pub-
lic transport was reduced to a few
bus lines; absences were also numer-
ous at schools and medical facilities.

Starting at dawn hundreds of
workers from the big factories of
the area strew tree trunks and stones
across the roads, raising banners
reading, "Fight and Resist! It's
Right to Rebel!"

Showing the full support of the
people for this 72-hour stoppage,
groups of shantytown dwellers also
participated alongside the wage
workers, pulling tree trunks across
the streets and amassing piles of
tyres on the asphalt, dousing them
with petrol, so that the anti-riot
police found themselves amid thick
smoke.

Starting around 6 am, heavily
armed military forces also assem-
bled. They used armoured vehicles
to cordon offthis district ofthe cap-
ital. When the repressive forces
were further reinforced, a confron-

tation could be foreseen.
Just when one would think that

the workers would retreat before the
military encirclement, suddenly
there rang out the sound of home-
made explosives thrown by the com-
bative demonstrators....

Inevitably, repression was un-
leashed and the air was filled with
tear gas and rifle fire as the soldiers
shot indiscriminantly into the
crowds of workers, who dispersed
immediately.

Near the El Hilado textile fac-
tory, at the 8.5 kilometre mark
along the Carretera Central, two
workers fell, gravely wounded by
the soldiers.... Three Civil Guard
police were also wounded in the
fierce fighting that broke out after
the explosions.

At the same moment, demonstra-
tors broke into the Fiestas petrol
station atthe2.5 kilometre mark of
the roadway and set it afire....

Later nearly five kilometres of the
Carretera Central were almost total-
ly occupied by the Armed Forces,
who proceeded to arrest anyone
they could find....

(El Diario,28 September 1988)

...on the second day of the
72-hour shutdown, after the first
day's many acts of sabotage, road-

blocks and lightning demonstra-
tions, the Armed Forces
commanders ordered the military
occupation of this important indus-
trial belt.

Thus, at about 5:30 am, the shan-
tytown Huaycan was raided by
hundreds of soldiers... who arrest-
ed dozens of people and warned the
inhabitants that they had better not
take part in the struggle.

With the panicky deployment of
military forces, amounting to 800
soldiers and Leopard commando
units and the Special Services Unit
of the Civil Guard, the area was
brought under control. But they
failed to halt the continuation of the
shutdown which today enters its
third and final day.

Although there were no actions
or roadblocks, unlike the first day,
agitation among the workers con-
tinued for the second consecutive
day. The majority of workers re-
mained on strike, and many fac-
tories remained paralysed....

Along with these strikes (in major
factories) there was also the partic-
ipation of the shantytowns... where
thousands of people did not go to
work.... Schools and markets were
also closed....
(El Diario,29 September 1988) n
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into the brush. Hidden there, we
imagined the worst.

After 30 seconds of high-tension
waiting, the same voice announced,
"You can come out now, com-
rades." The approaching vehicle
turned out to belong to the guerril-
las. It carried food for the compact
mass of villagers who, further on,
worked to blockade the Carretera
Marginal. This was the most impor-
tant activity carried out by the PCP
during the armed shutdown.

In fact, at the edge ofthe district
around Aucayacu, a town located
on the last asphalted section of the

roadway, a veritable army of vil-
lagers had already begun work in
the darkness to completely block the
road.

About 5,000 people appeared be-
fore our eyes, working like ants.
Peasant axes felled giant coconut
trees across the roadway. Cries of
"Timber!" rang out constantly
amidst the thick dust. At dawn,
when the villagers completed their
prodigious efforts, trunks, whole
trees and tons of stones completely
cut off 300 kilometres of roadway.

We were there for almost eight
hours, recording the peasant's hard

night's work, lightened with great
quantities of lemon soda and songs
vigorously sung into our tape
recorder. All this took place under
the watchful eyes of a strong guer-
rilla unit, who stood ready to fight
in case of an attack.

Around dawn on the 2lst of July,
the masses began to return to their
villages, making their way with
great difficulty around the stones
strewn on the road. We were ac-
companied by the guerrilla unit,
about 200 guerrillas in all, towards
an encampment in the jungle....
(El Diorio,23 September 1988) tr
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Peru
(Continued from page 7)

February, at a small settlement just
l5 kilometres outside Lima,
hundreds of people raided the pota-
to fields of a large landowner, amid
cries of "The potatoes belong to the
people, Long live the armed strug-
gle, Long live Chairman Gonzalo!"
Thirteen tons of potatoes were.dis-
tributed to shantytown dwellers in
the area, as the Party's flags were
raised and leaflets given out. This
action along the Carretera Central,
the road linking Lima to the valley
that supplies most of its foodstuffs
and to the mountains beyond,
caused grave concern to those who
had not yet noticed that the revolu-
tion was already gathering strength
in the capital itself.

That was dramatically borne out
in actions on March 8th, Interna-
tional Women's Day, 1989, when to
the great surprise of passers-by and
police, thousands of men and wom-
en marched through the downtown
streets of Lima in the early evening
chanting, "For Women's Libera-
tion, Develop People's War! Down
with Bourgeois and Revisionist
Feminism! March 8th, a Day to
Fight! Long Live Chairman Gonza-
lo, Long Live the PCP, Long Live
the People's War!" Police barracks
near the route of march were dy-
namited as the quick-stepping
demonstrators passed nearby. Rifle-
toting police who cordoned off the
area found that the marchers had
suddenly disappeared.

This was the first public action
called by the People's Revolution-
ary Defence Movement (PRDM), a
mass organisation of the PCP
meant to serve as the united front
in the cities, in order to "bring
together masses from among the
workers, peasants, shantytowns and
petite bourgeoisie, neutralising the
middle bourgeoisie and supporting
the democratic forces who favour
the war", as the PCP's Congress
documents released at the beginning
of 1988 put it in a section dealing
with the need for Party- generated
mass organisations. Expounding the
Party's mass line, the document
called for "persistence in the only
Marxist-Leninist tactic", which me-

ans, it said, to help the masses "get
rid of the tremendous heap of rub-
bish that is revisionism and oppor-
tunism"; "to go down lower and
deeper to the real masses"; to "edu-
cate the masses in people's war";
and to "wage a relentless struggle
against revisionism and oppor-
tunism".

At the same time as the actions
in the city's centre, red banners with
the Party's hammer and sickle sym-
bol appeared in several shantytowns
and major industrial areas, and
PRDM leaflets appeared. Earlier in
the evening, before the PRDM ac-
tion, hundreds of students, wor-
kers, shantytown organisation
members and others had assembled
at legal public meetings held at two
university campuses. An account in
El Diario contrasted these various
events with the IWD meetings held
by the revisionists and reformists of
the so-called United Left that day,
which attempted to address the
question of women's liberation in
isolation from or in opposition to
the people's war to liberate the
country.

July 1988 saw Peru's first nation-
al general strike in a dozen years. It
was called by the country's
dominant trade union confedera-
tion, the revisionist-controlled
CGTP. The PCP called for a
"fighting strike" in Lima; in Aya-
cucho, Huancavelica and Apurimac
the PCP staged an armed shutdown
involving attacks on Army and
police units. A contingent of young
workers, faces covered with hand-
kerchiefs or scarves, chanting the
PCP slogan "Fight and Resist",
took part in the main street action
in the capital, to the consternation
of the GCTP leadership.

At the end of September, a three-
day shutdown was called by the
Carretera Central Class-Conscious
Workers' Struggle Committee. This
newly-emerging, legal organisation
was formed by workers from fac-
tories and workshops along the in-
dustrial strip of this road. They
organised strikes in textile, car
parts, refrigerator and other plants,
brick yards and so on, carried out
mass mobilisations, put up flaming
road blockades and fought with
police. Organisations describing
themselves as class-conscious from

the nearby shantytowns also belong
to this Committee and played an
important role, as did similar or-
ganisations of municipal workers,
hotel workers, university workers,
street vendors and others. The
Class-Conscious Workers' Move-
ment, a clandestine mass organisa-
tion of the PCP, supported the
strikes. What El Diario called PCP
armed militias took part in agitation
and fighting.

A call for an armed shutdown in
mid-January 1989 in the factory dis-
trict along Argentina Avenue in
Lima resulted in heavily-armed Ma-
rine units occupying the whole area,
as well as strategic points around
the city.

During February and March
1989, public employees repeatedly
marched and clashed with police in
Lima. Some forces among them
came forward to support the PCP
and the people's war it leads. From
October through December of 1988,
70,000 miners from open-pit and
underground installations in the
mountains east of Lima were on
strike for issues relating to wages
and retirement. Thousands of
miners and their families carried out
a "march of sacrifice" of 300
kilometres to the capital. The PCP
carried out armed actions in connec-
tion with this strike. Saul Cantor-
al, a United Left reformist who was
the head of the mine workers union,
refused, for his own reasons, to
publicly condemn the PCP. In
February 1989 he was murdered by
a government death squad.

Government-linked death squads
first appeared in 1986, but it was
not until 1988 that they began oper-
ating massively and openly. They
named themselves the Comando
Rodrigo Franco, after an APRA
official said to have been executed
by PCP guerrillas. Their first pub-
lic communique announced the
murder of Manuel Febres, a lawyer
who had just won an acquittal in the
"terrorism" trial of Osmon
Morote, proclaimed by the police to
be a top PCP leader. (Morote was
kept in prison on other charges.)

The assassination took place in
the morning of July 28th, Peru's
national day. Within minutes the
press received a communique from
the Comando declaring that alleged
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revolutionaries and suspected sup-
porters were no longer going to be
able to escape death by using the le-
gal system. A few hours later, Presi-
dent Alan Garcia echoed this theme
in his national day address: "We all
know that terrorism uses our
democracy, and we must not allow
this to happen." Furthermore, he
declared, "We all know that ter-
rorism takes advantage of the free-
dom of press that exists in this
country." This was specifically
directed against El Diario, which
had earned the government's wrath
for printing the extensive interview
with Comrade Gonzalo a week be-
fore. Febres was also this
newspaper's legal counsellor.

Already, in October 1987, two
APRA members were killed when
the car bomb they were attempting
to plant in front of the El Diario
offices went off prematurely. There
were other failed attempts on the
lives of the newspaper's editors.
Three weeks after Garcia's speech,
a hundred-strong contingent of
armed police raided the printshop
which had just produced a third
reprinting of 100,000 copies of the
issue of the newspaper carrying the
interview. The newspapers were
seized, the plant destroyed and its
owner carried off to prison, where
he remains.

Soon afterwards El Diario editor
and publisher Luis Arce was arrest-
ed and charged with links to the
PCP. After 37 days in prison,
charges against him were dropped
for lack of evidence and he was
released. The newspaper appeared
in small weekly editions until early
October, when the government fi-
nally succeeded in making sure that
it could not be printed. Subsequent-
ly, its offices were bombed, as were
the homes of staff. In December,
Arce was again arrested for violat-
ing a new decree outlawing "apol-
ogists for terrorism", a law aimed
at keeping El Diario closed down.
Once again he was released. This
time, he slipped out of the country
and launched a tour of Europe to
raise funds so that the newspaper
could buy its own press, as well as

to spread the truth about what is
happening in Peru.

On March 8th, after five months
of silence, El Diario appeared once

again, this time in a weekly edition,
limited to about 50,000 copies be-
cause ofthe size ofits press. (Its cir-
culation is said to be about half in
the capital and half in the
provinces.) The first new issue car-
ried an editorial about the solidari-
ty campaign to raise money for the
newspaper, reporting that the stron-
gest support for the newspaper had
come from the factories and sur-
rounding quarters and shantytowns.

In Europe, Arce spoke of current
events in Peru to A World To Win.
Along with holding a series of pub-
lic meetings, he had prepared a
presentation for the UN's Human
Rights Commission in Geneva,
which refused to allow him to ap-
pear before it in person. Arce's
document revealed the extensive
links between the Comando Rodri-
go Franco, Garcia's APRA party
and the government in general. Arce
was given some of this information
by members of the police, when he
was in prison, and later made inves-
tigations. The information confirms
brief items in the New York Times
and the European press naming
Garcia's Presidential Minister
Agustin Mantilla as head of a secret
terrorist organisation operating
through DIRCOTE (the Peruvian
"anti-terrorist" police), utilising
APRA members and police trained
variously in the United States and
North Korea, as well as arms
provided by North Korea.

This death squad has assassinat-
ed about two dozen people so far.
In addition to prominent people ac-
cused of favouring or defending the
PCP or its members, others who
have incurred the APRA party's
anger have also become targets. The
Comando murdered an Ayacucho
reporter for a right-wing magazine
in January 1989. They have also en-
gaged in psychological warfare
against the revolution, sending out
armed units to paint counter-
revolutionary graffiti and threats on
the walls during shutdowns, bomb-
ing the tomb of PCP martyr Edith
Lagos and carring out acts of reac-
tionary revenge and intimidation.
Several of their victims are known
to have been first arrested in a legal
manner by DIRCOTE police short-
ly before being found shot dead on
a beach. The media then received a

communique in the name of the
Comando, and the police denied all
knowledge.

Arce and recent issues of El Di-
ario have also provided important
information concerning the
prisoners of war who survived the
1986 massacre and others more re-
cently arrested. In June 1986, the
Garcia government first provoked
the prisoners' resistance, then sent
in the Armed Forces to assault them
and finally murder many of those
who surrendered. In all,250 revolu-
tionary prisoners were shot,
stabbed, tied up with explosive
charges and blown up, or buried
alive. During the course of these
crimes and afterwards as well, to
cover them up, the Armed Forces
leveled the Fronton island dungeon
and the prison at Lurigancho. Since
then, all the political prisoners in
Lima, including the 100 or so wom-
en previously held at El Callao,
have been regrouped in the new
Lima prison called Canto Grande.
Others are being held at local jails
throughout the country.

The prisoners at Canto Grande
were reportedly preparing to hold
an International Women's Day
celebration March 8th. There is ev-
ery indication that they have con-
tinued to carry out their highly
self-disciplined regime of training,
study and revolutionary handicrafts
work as part of carrying out the
PCP's line of turning the prisons
into a "shining trench of combat".
Still, they are subject to constant
harassment, violence and attemPts
to break them politically and phys-
ically. The modern installation has
been without electricity in the
prisoners' quarters since earlier this
year. Among other things, this
means they cannot cook, although
most of what they depend on for
nourishment cannot be eaten raw.
Their families are prohibited from
bringing them fresh fruits and
vegetables, prepared and packaged
foods. The prisoners have respond-
ed by having family visitors bring
them firewood, but these visits, too,
are often blocked.

All reports now coming out of
Peru indicate a rising and rather
widespread sense of disgust with the
regime, even among better-off sec-

(Continued to page 79).
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Afghon Communists Hold

Resolution of the
of the Revolutionory Cell of

Following ore the excerpts from the
resolution of the Revolutionory Cell
of Afghon Communists' Third
Generol Meeting [olso tronsloted
os conference or council] printed in
issue No. l8 of Nedoy-e-Enghelob
(Coll of Revolution), the Zentrol
orgon of the RCAC.

The present situation in Af-
ghanistan and the region is a deli-
cate one for the struggle of our
people, and also for the communists
and the communist movement of
the country. It is full of both
dangers and possibilities for the ad-
vance of the revolutionary strug-
gle....

- The contradictions between
the oppressed peoples and the im-
perialists, between the proletariat
and the bourgeoisie and between
different imperialist forces, current-
ly in the form of the contradiction
between the U.S. and Soviet imperi-
alist blocs, are all rooted in world
imperialist capitalism. They consti-
tute the three major contradictions
of the world today. Among these
three, the contradiction between the
oppressed peoples and the imperi-
alists is the principal contradiction
today. After approving this assess-
ment, the meeting expressed cer-
tainty that the recent development
of an aggressive imperialist trend
towards political bargaining and
deal-making between the U.S. and
the Soviets cannot eliminate the
contradiction between the imperi-
alists as one of the major world con-
tradictions; in fact, it is a prepar-

ation for a more severe intensifica-
tion of this contradiction in what
may be a not very distant future.
More importantly, the more the
various aspects of this political bar-
gaining and dealing become ex-
posed, the more the present
principal contradiction, that is, the
contradiction between the op-
pressed peoples and the imperialists,
will qualitatively intensify, and will
increasingly strengthen the trend of
world revolution. In considering
this, the meeting confidently point-
ed out that the tricks being carried
out by the imperialists will not be
able to undermine the trend of
world revolution and this trend will
continue to heighten.

- The blows that the social-
imperialists and their puppet regime
have suffered at the hands of the
resistance of the Afghan people is
the main factor in the Soviets' re-
cent reactionary and imperialist
manoeuvres in Afghanistan. The
Soviets, who were not able to sup-
press the resistance of our people
through imperialist aggression,
savage destruction, murder and
genocide, now seek to preserve their
domination of Afghanistan through
conciliation with Western imperial-
ism and their puppets in Af-
ghanistan and the region. The
meeting emphasised that the more
the process of this imperialist and
reactionary conciliation gets ex-
posed, the more it can channel the
struggle of our people from mere
resistance towards a revolutionary
liberation struggle against social-

imperialism and reaction and deal
further blows to Soviet social-
imperialism and its lackeys, as well
as Western imperialism and their
flunkies in Afghanistan. Thus the
ground could become more
favourable for revolutionary strug-
gles of the communists and bring
about an upsurge in the communist
movement in the country. This sit-
uation makes it critically important
to raise the independent flag of the
proletarian struggle, that is the com-
munist flag, on the bloody batt-
lefield of Afghanistan. It must be
raised in a principled way and
bravely by the strong hands of the
communist party of Afghanistan, a
Marxist-Leninist-Mao Tsetung
Thought party.

- On the organisational ques-
tion, the debate by the participating
comrades was relatively extensive
and all-sided. The goal was to
respond to the necessities of the
struggle for the formation of the
communist party of Afghanistan, as
well as to resolve problems regard-
ing the preparation for independent
armed activities, that is, the prepa-
ration for launching the people's
war..,.

- Only a vanguard party of the
proletariat, armed with Marxism-
Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought,
and possessing its own army for car-
rying our people's war to victory,
can lead the Afghan revolution as
a part of the world proletarian revo-
lution. The first, urgent and fun-
damental task confronting the
communists of the country at



lmportont Meeting

Third Generol Meeting
Afghon Communists (RCAC)

present is to unite around a correct
and principled line, based on
Marxism - Leninism - Mao Tsetung
Thought, for the formation of the
communist party of Afghanistan,
the leading party of our people's
war.

The meeting praised the forma-
tion of the Committee for Coordi-
nation and Unity of the Revolu-
tionary Cell of Afghan Communists
and the Committee of Propaganda
and Agitation of Marxism-
Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought as
an important advance for the com-
munist movement of the country in
this direction and recognised the
fact that this committee is becom-
ing a centre of unity for the com-
munists of Afghanistan....

- We must step up ideological-
political Marxist-Leninist-Mao
Tsetung Thought struggle against
revisionist, centrist, and opportunist
lines among all forces and individu-
als associated with the Shoaleh-
Jawid* trend and we need common
struggle against social-imperialism,
imperialism and reaction. This de-
mands that we look for grounds for
possible and necessary cooperation

* A revolutionary journal published
by a revolutionary movement called
Progressive Youth Organisation
which comprehended Marxist-
Leninist forces during the 1960s.
Since then all those who one way or
another were associated with sup-
porting Mao Tsetung Thought and
revolutionary China are called
Sholehi. - AWTW.

with all the individuals and forces
associated with the country's new
democratic trend. While approving
this point, the meeting emphasised
that the RCAC does not seek
cooperation or relation with infa-
mous and suspicious groups and in-
dividuals who are carriers or open
agents of capitulationism, Chinese
revisionism or Hoxahite revi-
sionism. The RCAC does not con-
sider them part of the communist
movement or the Shooleh-Jawid
trend (new democratic movement).

The meeting emphasised that
such cooperation and relations
should not interfere with our activi-
ties in the Committee for Coordina-
tion and Unity and the
consolidation and expansion of the
RCAC's work and struggle, that is,
the struggle for the formation of the
communist party of Afghanistan,
rather it should directly or indirect-
ly serve this work. So it is essential
that these activities be carried out
with full attention to the
ideological-political struggle against
the deviations existing among the
forces associated with the Shoaleh-
Jowid trend., as an offensive against
these deviations, to help develop the
struggle for the formation of the
communist party of Afghanistan as
well as to increasingly isolate the
carriers of revisionism, centrism,
opportunism, and capitulationism.

- The formation of the Revolu-
tionary Internationalist Movement
by the representatives of the parties
and organisations at the Second In-
ternational Conference of Marxist-

Leninist Parties and Organisations
and the publication of its Declaro-
tion in May 1984 is a great achieve-
ment of the international com-
munist movement in the recent peri-
od. From its very formation in
1987 the RCAC, based on proletar-
ian internationalism and the under-
standing of the importance of the
formation of a new Communist In-
ternational, has sought to develop
contact with the RIM and declared
this desire openly in the statement
published by its founding meeting.

Considering the success of the
Central Committee chosen by the
Second Conference in establishing
contacts with the committee of the
Revolutionary Internationalist
Movement, and considering the
comradely attention of RIM
towards the Afghan communist
movement, the third meeting
resolved that based on the necessi-
ties of the communist movement of
Afghanistan and of the internation-
al communist movement, efforts
should be made to raise the quality
of these relations to a level from
which we could really advance our
struggle as an integral part of the
ICM. The meeting emphasised that
the RCAC should bravely and seri-
ously shoulder its tasks and respon-
sibilities in this regard....

Down with social-imperialism,
imperialism, and reaction!

Long live Marxism-Leninism-
Mao Tsetung Thought!

Down with revisionism!
Victory or death! tr



Messoge of the RCAC to the
Committee of the RIM
Comrades,

We send our warm communist
salute to you and all the participat-
ing parties and organisations of the
Revolutionary Internationalist
Movement.

The Third General Meeting of the
Revolutionary Cell of Afghan Com-
munists began on.... We consider
the message of the Committee of
the RIM, which opened our meet-
ing..., to be the message of solidar-
ity of the international proletariat to
the participants of the meeting, the
members and supporters of the
RCAC, and all the communists of
Afghanistan. This message in-
creased our determination and the
solidity of our steps to go forward
on the path we have chosen - the
path of new democratic revolution
and socialist revolution, moving
towards a communist society - and
reinforced our understanding in
considering ourselves an integral
part of the international communist
movement.

The Third General Meeting of the
RCAC took place at a time when on
the one hand, the revolutionary
struggle of our people is in a criti-
cal situation while on the other hand
favourable opportunities are com-
ing within our grasp.

Soviet social-imperialism and its
puppet regime in Kabul, which have
been dealt irreparable blows by the
resistance of the Afghan people, af-

ter a decade of murdering and mas-
sacring our people with imperialist
and reactionary savageness, are now
trying to save themselves from the
untenable situation they found
themselves in, by conciliation and
collusion with the Western imperi-
alists and their clients in Af-
ghanistan and the region. In this
way they are striving to accomplish
a so-called honourable pull-out
from Afghanistan while leaving
their domination over the country
intact. At the same time, the other
reactionary forces who are associat-
ed with the Western imperialists and
their dependent forces in the region
and who claim leadership of the
resistance, are now all more or less
following the road of conciliation
with the Soviet social-imperialists.
This and many other factors will in-
creasingly help tear off the mask
they are wearing and expose them
more and more in front of the mass-
es. In this situation it becomes more
likely that the social-imperialists,
imperialists and reactionaries will
not be able to impose imperialist so-
lutions, but rather that their efforts
will lead to an intensification of the
contradiction between the people of
Afghanistan and social-imperialism,
imperialism and reaction, and that
the ground will become more
favourable for the development of
the revolutionary struggle of our
people.

The meeting emphasised that the
need to seize the potential and ex-
isting possibilities to transform the
existing resistance into a revolution-
ary liberation struggle requires that
the communists of Afghanistan
achieve principled unity on the ba-
sis of the ideological line of
Marxism - Leninism -Mao Tsetung
Thought and form the communist
party of Afghanistan. It also em-
phasised that the very existence of
these favourable grounds and shap-
ing up of favourable perspectives
for the future brings the achieve-
ment of this important and fun-
damental task more within our
grasp than ever. That is why the
Committee for Coordination and
Unity between RCAC and Commit-
tee of Propaganda and Agitation of
Marxism - Leninism - Mao Tsetung
Thought lsee /WTW 1989/121,
formed some time ago to achieve
unity between the two organisations
as a basis for principled unity of all
the communists of Afghanistan, is
not only taking more serious steps
towards achieving unity between the
two founding organisations but is
also becoming a centre of principled
unity for the scattered communist
movement of the country and at-
tracting more and new forces. The
RIM's serious and clear support for
the steps we have initiated qualita-
tively strengthens our efforts and
our hopes for a faster and more



principled formation of the com-
munist party of Afghanistan, the
leading party of our people's war.

Comrades!
We cannot take up and accom-

plish our responsibilities and carry
forward our tasks in all fields of
struggle, including the struggle for
the formation of the communist
party of Afghanistan, without an
organic link with the international
communist movement - Revolu-
tionary Internationalist Movement.
Indeed, the success of the serious
struggle that has been launched for
the formation of the communist
party of Afghanistan not only de-
pends on the tireless efforts of the
Afghan communists; it is also and
fundamentally a question concern-
ing the international communist
movement.

The Third General Meeting of the
RCAC proclaims that in order to
achieve this important task in a
principled way and as soon as pos-
sible, we must conduct our struggle
as a contingent of the revolutionary
communist army organised in the
Revolutionary Internationalist
Movement and with all our force
shoulder our tasks and responsibil-
ities in this regard.

With warm comradely greetings,
Third General Meeting of the
RCAC

Messoge of the
Committee of the RIM
to the RCAC
Comrades,

The Committee of the Revolu-
tionary Internationalist Movement
welcomes the opportunity to send
you its greetings on this important
occasion. We hope that the Third
General Meeting can succeed in tak-
ing significant steps towards resolv-
ing the urgent questions faced by
the communist movement and the
revolution in Afghanistan.

The resistance of the Afghan peo-
ple has dealt serious blows to the
Russian social-imperialists and their
puppet regime in Kabul, who are
now carrying out various
manoeuvres in an effort to reduce
the damage, including pulling out
Russian troops. At the same time,
the non-revolutionary classes and
the lackeys of the West who claim
leadership of the resistance are
themselves riddled with contradic-
tions over what road to follow.

The necessity for a genuine com-
munist alternative is all the more
sharply underlined by the inter-
penetration and interaction of the
major world contradictions on the
complex battlefield of Afghanistan
and the existence of a mass
resistance. There the social-
imperialists, Western imperialists
and reactionaries of all stripes are
employing deceit and violence to
suffocate, undermine or divert the
struggle of the masses. Only the red
flag of the proletariat can lead the
heroic struggle of the masses away
from the dead end of imperialist so-
lutions, and transform it from mere
resistance into victory - into a vic-
torious new democratic revolution

and subsequent advance to social-
ism and communism.

It is up to you, the communists
of Afghanistan, to lead the Afghan
revolution as part of the world
proletarian revolution. Such a great
task can only be accomplished by a
genuine vanguard party, a party
armed with Marxism-Leninism-
Mao Tsetung Thought and leading
its own armed forces.

The unity of the Afghan Marxist-
Leninists around a correct line and
the formation of the communist
party of Afghanistan is an urgent
task. The efforts in this direction
being carried out by you comrades
and the comrades of the Commit-
tee for Propaganda and Agitation
of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung
Thought are of vital importance for
the communist moYement and revo-
lution of Afghanistan and the inter-
national proletariat as well. The
Committee of the Revolutionary In-
ternationalist Movement, along
with all the participating parties and
organisations, send you our warm
regards and declare that we reso-
lutely support these efforts. We
hope that in the future more steps
will be taken towards fulfilling this
important task.

Comrades, your understanding
of the importance of the Revolu-
tionary Internationalist Movement
and your taking up of your respon-
sibilities in regard to it are very in-
spiring and instructive to us.
With our warm communist
greetings,
The Committee of the Revolution'
ary Internationalist Movement



Teor Down the Prison Wolls!
- Stotement by the Union of lronion Communists (Sorbedoron)

The present genocidal campaign
against political prisoners in Iran is
clear evidence of the bleak situation
of a moribund regime which is try-
ing tooth and nail to turn back the
wheel of history, and so perhaps to
prolong its vile life a while longer* as if handing out death sentences
to group after group of political
prisoners could "overturn" histo-
ry's sentence on the regime. Such
hopes are in vain; the sentence will
be carried out by the cocked
weapon of revolution.

Oppression and terror, prison,
torture and execution, are always
the resort of the upholders of op-
pressive and exploitative systems,
especially against conscious revolu-
tionaries. Such methods are an in-
tegral part of the practice of
bourgeois states of every colour and
cloth (from Islamic cloaks to
monarchist crowns or the uniforms
of democratic Islam...). But the
campaign to wipe out lran's politi-
cal prisoners does not just reflect
the general necessity of the reaction-
ary classes to preserve their rule
against the majority of the people;
it also reveals the deteriorating sit-
uation and intensifying crisis of the
regime. The ominous rumblings of
revolution are already audible and
grow clearer with each passing mo-
ment, thus giving rise to the fren-
zied, mad reaction of these Islamic
animals.

This campaign, taking place only
a short time after the ceasefire in the
Gulf war, itself clearly reveals the
recent difficulties which have seized
the regime by the throat. Nothing
can hide the rottenness of this re-
gime. The weapons of nationalism
and religious superstition have lost
their ability to lull the masses. The
suffering masses, victims of the

reactionary war, are gradually lift-
ing their heads and seeing before
them the path of revolt and the pos-
sibility of taking it. The Islamic re-
gime once more finds itself faced
with a spectre which it arrogantly
thought it had drowned in blood
seven years ago and done away with
forever. The regime finds that its
temporary victories over the camp
of revolution are slipping away.
How well the great leader of the in-
ternational proletariat, Lenin, put
it: "there are enemies which you can
defeat in many battles and silence
for a while, but it is impossible to
destroy them. None of the victories
of the enemy, however complete,
none of the conquests of the
counter-revolutionaries, can... des-
troy the enemies of the landlords
and capitalists. Enemies such as the
working class and poor peasants
cannot be destroyed... and now, af-
ter the defeat of the offensive of the
counter-revolution, we can see that
the masses of people, those who are
the most oppressed, those who have
been crushed down and kept in ig-
norance, those who have been ter-
rorised by different means, are once
again raising their heads. They rise
up to begin the struggle anew."

Everything is readying for the bu-
rial ceremony of the Islamic Repub-
lic. This period is one of intense
work and acceleration of the prepa-
rations for revolution. Masses
whose anger and hatred have in-
creased a hundredfold are prepared,
more than at any other time, to cast
aside their previous mood and,
through taking up the lessons of the
earlier defeats of the revolution, to
grasp the philosophy of revolution
and arm themselves with the theory
and weapons of revolution.

The present campaign of geno-

cide was not unexpected. Conscious
masses and revolutionaries have
long been predicting that the re-
gime, facing crisis and dangers
which seriously threaten its very ex-
istence, would commit savage
crimes. During the course of the
1979 revolution, the figure-heads of
the Islamic Republic already wit-
nessed this "scenario"; they have
made a so-called "summation" of
the weak points ofthe Shah and are
thus attempting to avoid a repeti-
tion of those events. What folly!
The lessons learned by the Islamic
rulers from the experience of the
reactionary classes cannot cure their
historical short-sightedness. They
are standing on the edge of an
erupting volcano and, by firing into
the depths of the volcano, they
think they can prevent its imminent
eruption. Such is the ridiculous na-
ture of these reactionary rulers.

The genocidal campaign against
the political prisoners is an an-
nouncement of the ideological and
political bankruptcy of the regime.
It is an announcement that the years
of mad effort to spiritually and
physically torture revolutionaries in
their dark dungeons did not succeed
in chaining these conscious revolu-
tionaries, and that this huge army
of resisting communists and revolu-
tionaries could not be forced to
repent by the logic of the torture
chamber. The sound of the shoot-
ing coming from behind the prison
walls is the cry of an impotent, weak
regime confessing its political and
ideological defeat. The regime, in its
ideological-political campaign
throughout Iran, itself a prison, as
well as in its torture chambers, has
indeed been defeated. Now the
weakness of the regime has reached
such proportions that the elimina-



tion of all political prisoners has
been identified as a necessity in ord-
er to "remove" the danger. Any
sort of opposition - even the most
"polite" - threatens the weak
foundations of this house of cards.

The genocidal campaign against
the political prisoners is the stamp
of "endorsement" of the "general
amnesty plan" of the Islamic
Republic! What they apparently
have in mind is to execute all, or at
least the majority, of the political
prisoners and finally to ostenta-
tiously let out a handful of traitors,
stool pigeons and turncoats who
have sold out and cooperated even
in the interrogation and torture of
the political prisoners. Then they
will announce that they have "freed
all political opponents". The con-
tented silence of the imperialist
masters of the Islamic Republic with
regard to this genocidal campaign is
very revealing. The slaughter of the
revolutionaries and the terrorising
of the masses are prerequisites for
the current plans and schemes of the
imperialists to breathe new life into
the decaying body of the Iranian re-
gime. Promises of reform and of
petty privileges pour out of every
loudspeaker with the aim of con-
taining the overflow of the masses'
mounting rage. But the rage-filled
grins on the people's faces show
how "successful" the rulers have
been in their campaign of deceit.
The eyes of the rebellious people are
on the wave of genocide against the
political prisoners and on the con-
centration of 100,000 new merce-
naries in Kurdish territory. The loud
sound of the boots and bullets of
these Islamic criminals leaves no
room for the faint echo of their hol-
low and petty promises.

The regime's vicious campaign

must not go unanswered, and it has
not. Thousands of relatives of the
political prisoners are waging pro-
test by organising gatherings in
front of the prisons and by other
forms of struggle. The conscious
and revolutionary masses must sup-
port these struggles and transform
them into a scene of fervent overall
political battle. The oppressed, in
order to defeat the Islamic Repub-
lic's present bloody campaign and
protect their revolutionary offspring
as they would the very pupils of
their eyes, must arise and meet the
regime's attacks. Just as the value
of each revolutionary communist
for carrying forward the cause of
revolution is known to the regime,
it is with the same seriousness that
the masses must guard their cons-
cious revolutionaries, as a sacred,
inviolable task. But only revolution
can dig up the roots of such crimes.
The regime is executing group after
group of revolutionary comrades
and leaders of the workers and
peasants. In response, hundreds
must arise and fill the trenches of
revolution. This is the message of
revolutionary communists for the
advanced masses who thirst for
revolution: in order to genuinely
continue along the path of the mar-
tyred communist leaders, you must
learn their qualities, ability and
ideological-political line, with the
same skill and daring as they dis-
played in the scenes of class battle
inside the torture chambers, in front
of the firing squads and on the gal-
lows, and in this way you can
powerfully begin to come to the
front lines of the revolution and of
the glorious march of the red army
of workers and peasants which
fights for the realisation of the liber-
ating goals of all the oppressed.

Amol's youth must draw inspiration
from communist leaders such as

Mansour Ghomashi, from daring
fighters such as Omid Ghomashi,
Monir Nour Mohammadi, Fere-
shteh Azali, Rahmatollah Chaman-
sara,.... Hundreds of proletarians
and peasants - from Mahabad to
Sannandaj and Kermashan - must
take up the red flag of Naser
Chazizahdeh (Kak Azad), Ghader
Anbari, Jamshid Parand, Kazem,
Susan, Asghar and Hassan Amiri,
Shokrolah Ahmadi,.... The suffer-
ing, labouring children of
Khuzestan must fill the trenches of
Farah Khoramnezhad, Gholam Ab-
bas Darrakhshan, Mohammad
Tavakoli, Nader Islami, Behrooz
Ghafori, Khalifeh Mardani, Mo-
hammad Farhadi,.... These mar-
tyred communist comrades have
inflicted deep wounds on the body
of the Islamic Republic. These
wounds must be made fatal, and
this cannot be done by simply turn-
ing these heroes into legends.
Hundreds and thousands must or-
ganise under the banner of their
ideas, their goals and their organi-
sation and help to establish the red
army, of which they were the van-
guard. In this way, we can defeat
the campaign of these most evil
revolutionary-killing bandits to
eliminate the political prisoners.

The People's Reply to Genocide is
People's War!

Step Forward as a Communist
Fighter, Join the Ranks of the Un-
ion of Iranian Communists (Sar-
bedaran)!

- From Haghighat (Truth), organ
of the UIC(S), October 1988 n
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Oppose the
Mass Murders of
Politicol Prisoners

by the lslomic Rrpublic
of lron!

-Stotement by the Commitlee of the RIM
After the ceasefire in the Iran-Iraq war, the bloodthirsty Islamic Republic

headed by the butcher Khomeini unleashed a heinous campaign of in-
discriminate killing of political prisoners and opposition political activists of
all tendencies. Within three months, as many as 15,000 to 20,000 political
prisoners have been murdered in cold blood, including many members and
supporters of the Union of Iranian Communists, a participant in the RIM,
and other revolutionary forces. Firing squads, gallows, even machine guns
were all used to carry out this crime. In the midst of this wave of terror, the
leaders of the Islamic Republic boast that soon they will have no political
prisoners in Iran.

Many of those killed had been imprisoned for eight or nine years. The
authorities also rearrested and killed large numbers of political activists out-
side the prisons. Their appetite for blood has not been filled.

This crime cannot go unopposed by the masses of people throughout the
world.

The Western imperialists, those self-proclaimed guardians of "human
rights", are suspiciously silent in the face of this massive bloodletting by the
Islamic Republic. Hardly a word has escaped in the Western media as this
medieval barbarism goes on.

This silence from the champions of human rights is part of a blueprint by
the U.S. and Western imperialists to reconsolidate their grip on Iran after
sacrificing the best daughters and sons of the Iranian people, who fought
heroically first against the Shah and later against the Khomeini regime.

The advocates of glasnost have also hidden this crime. The treachery and
betrayal by the Soviet social-imperialists was revealed again when they did
not raise a voice even of mild protest against the large-scale executions of
the Tudeh Party and other faithful supporters of Moscow's new tsars.

In such a tragic situation, the Committee of the Revolutionary Interna-
tionalist Movement calls upon its participating parties and organisations and
all supporters of our Movement as well as all revolutionary and progressive
forces throughout the world to vigorously expose and oppose this barbaric
crime of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

The revolutionary masses in Iran and around the world will never forget
these crimes, which will not go unpunished.

l8 December 1988
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In mid-1988, the most severe A
flood in history once 

"r:l; Ll;,rrili BO ng lOdeSh :

By Ataur Rahman*

"poor", "ilI-fated" Bangladeshl
into the headlines of the world me-

lighted the aid and relief they sent
to the stricken Bangladeshi people.
Investigative and research-oriented
features abounded on the problems
springing up in the wake of the
flood, for example on relief activi-
ty and rehabilitation, as well as on
the reasons for the flood itself and
means of preventing a future one.

The result of all this was the same
old story retold a thousand and one
times: Bangladesh is simply another
word for "misfortune" and "trage-
dy". It is a land of "natural dis-
asters" which, because of its
"peculiar" geographic position, is
destined to be a hapless victim of
the capriciousness of nature, an
"unfortunate" situation com-
pounded by yet another irony of
fate: the corruption ofthe country's
rulers. The Western imperialist me-
dia has tried and continues to try to
convince world opinion that only
relief that comes from the rich, ef-
ficient West, be it only the loose
change from their coffers, has ever
saved and can now save "poor"
Bangladesh.

This goes hand in hand with their
promotion of the idea that the only
permanent solution to Bangladesh's
perennial flooding depends upon
billions and billions of dollars in
loans and "aid" from the West's
usurers, including the Internation-
al Monetary Fund (IMF), the World

* Ataur Rahman is a supporter of
the Purba Bangla Sharbohara Party
(PBSP), a participating party of the
RIM

Bank, the various "aid" consortia,
etc, all of which is to go towards
buying the advanced technology
they declare "essential" for any so-
lution (and which, naturally, would
be bought from the West). Yet these
same self-proclaimed guardians of
the world's poor have also deter-
mined that Bangladesh is so poor
that it cannot afford the enormous
amounts of loans required. Thus the
result of all their wise discussion
and analysis is that the "illiterate,
foolish, poor" people of Ban-
gladesh have no choice but to sub-
mit forever to the whims of nature
and simply survive as cringing de-
pendents on occasional scraps from
the table of their Western masters.

Unprecedented Flooding

The flood of August-September
1988 has exceeded all records in
known history in terms of scale,
duration, devastation and casual-
ties. It was certainly more severe
than the well-known floods which
struck in 1954,1974 and 1987. More
than two thirds of the country (ac-
cording to some sources more than
80 percent), with an area of almost
100,000 square kilometres, was sub-
merged under floodwater. Even the
comparatively hieh lands of the
northern region known as Barendra
Bhumi were not beyond the flood's
reach. The only major areas of the
country that remained untouched

were the hilly areas of the northeast
and southeast and the highlands in
the middle region.

This time, unlike most other
floods in the past, the capital city
of Dhaka did not escape and was
even among the more severely af-
fected areas. In many districts of the
capital floodwaters reached the first
floor and even several diplomatic
and aristocratic districts were affect-
ed - not to mention the slums and
ghettoes of the poor people in the
lowlands.

Contrary to the government's dis-
torted, conservative reporting, the
number of dead mounted into the
thousands. Many simply drowned;
large numbers, especially children
and the elderly, died from exposure;
many died from snakebite, from
lack of drinking water and food, or
from drinking contaminated water,
resulting in illnesses which went un-
treated, and from many other
causes. Millions of houses (in fact
often poor huts of straw and sal-
vaged bamboo pillars) were just
swept away or soon rotted under the
floodwaters, and millions of others
were damaged. A great part of the
country's cattle (it is difficult to
know how many) perished. Materi-
al possessions valuing into the bil-
lions of Taka (33 Taka = I US$)
were damaged or destroyed, includ-
ing stored food grain.

The flood struck at the high point
for the transplantation for the next
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crop season of rice plants (by far the
principal grain crop of the country).
Floodwaters also washed away
thousands and thousands of tons of
the new jute2 crop, which was al-
ready in the final stages of harvest-
ing and preparation (by being
submerged under water, a process
called "jag"). For the poorer sec-
tions of the people this generally
meant the loss of their minimum
support.

The floodwater remained for an
unprecedented length of time, so
that millions of landless and poor
peasants and urban toiling masses
were pushed to the brink of starva-
tion by inability to find any work.
Mountains of rotten garbage and
filth, of human and animal excre-
ment, of industrial waste, were
swept along by the floodwaters
from an area several times larger
than Purba Bangla itself, mainly in
India; this resulted in disease and
suffering which simply cannot be
appreciated without practical ex-
perience.

In fact, for almost the last four
decades, and especially since 1954,
countrywide floods have become an
almost annual phenomenon. So too
has the story of crop devastation
and the immiseration and suffering
of the masses, especially the poor,
lower-middle and middle peasants
in the countryside.

Role of the Reactionaries

Alongside these floods (or any
other natural disaster) there occurs
another series of events with such
regularity that they too take on the
appearance of something "natur-
al": inside Purba Bangla, the be-
littling by the government in power
of the true picture of the masses'
suffering and the highlighting of the
government leaders' imaginary con-
cern and relief activities, all facili-
tated by their tight control and
censorship of the media. Simultane-
ously, at an international level, the
governments, past and present,
have launched floods of propagan-
da, with the connivance of the
world imperialist media, which
highly exaggerate the destruction
and casualties as well as their own
reportedly "sincere'', "heroic"
relief efforts, for the purpose of

drawing international sympathy and
"aid" from the imperialist govern-
ments and their foundations and the
petrodollar barons, etc.

It has become routine activity on
the part of government ministers
and even prime ministers and presi-
dents following a flood to launch
alms collection tours in the imperi-
alist citadels and to contract loans
and get aid in such a way as to more

the floodwaters to join the floating
corpses of the innumerable animals.
Those affected expected at least
some form of temporary shelter.
They gazed with an anxious eye into
the sky at the helicopters which car-
ried the president, ministers, gener-
als and foreign journalists and
diplomats, in the hope that rescue
or at least some help would come -in vain. The government of Cener-

"The imperiolists ore helping (ie, sending relief to the flood-stricken
people - AVITW) completely out of their own clqss interests. They ore
merely trying to preserve their own field of plunder ond proteci their
lockies. lt is only due to their closs interests thot they now try to help
the toiling mosses, without whom they connot continue to turn the wheel
of exploitotion; ond ihis is definitely in their worldwide imperiolist in-
teresis. ln essence, there exists no humonitorionism obove closs interests

- such o thing connot exist ot oll. Hence we must effectively ond con-
tinuolly teor off the mosk hiding their reoctionory crime of using the
opportunity of the mosses' distress for their own politicol monoeu-
vering."

- from PBSP flood circulor, Sept. 1988
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and more sell out the independence
of the country and bind it by thou-
sands of threads to the imperialist
masters, especially of the West. It
also has become routine govern-
ment practice for the various
government party officials, military
and civilian bureaucrats, landlords,
etc, to take for themselves huge por-
tions ofthe loans, reliefand project
money which comes from their for-
eign masters. Nor are the leaders of
the comprador bourgeois big oppo-
sition parties out of power totally
deprived of their own share of this
plunder, though the overwhelming
part goes into the pockets of the
party in power. In this way the com-
prador bourgeoisie and the people
in power in Purba Bangla, past and
present, accumulate great wealth
and black (illicitly gained) money.
All the while, to mislead the mass-
es and hide their crimes, they label
the flood an "act of God" which
mere mortal man can do nothing to
prevent.

As in the case of the previous
floods, but this time on an un-
precedented scale, millions of peo-
ple were stranded amidst the
stagnant flood waters, with no fire,
food or shelter, and helplessly
awaited death. With broken hearts,
they witnessed the deaths of their
children and other beloved and
pushed their dead bodies out into

al Ershad, a fascist military regime
in civilian disguise, and the ruling
classes of Purba Bangla both in and
out of government, could not and
did not take even minimum meas-
ures to aid the flood-stricken mass-
es, despite their numerous police,
their strong army and their navy
and air force. They did not even em-
ploy the river police, with their up-
to-date equipment (speed boats,
helicopters, etc). The people were
forbidden to use government build-
ings for temporary emergency
shelters.

Even in Dhaka, the capital city,
one of the more severely affected
areas with one of the highest urban
densities in the world, the govern-
ment prohibited the masses from
seeking shelter in the numerous
government buildings, including the
giant parliament building and its
huge lawns with their exotic import-
ed grass, which the masses call "the
mausoleum of democracy", or in
the multi-storied commercial areas
and the broad boulevards. The
government used the armed forces,
which it built and maintained in
privileges bought with the peoples'
blood, not to save the people but to
protect the lifeless stones which
house its power and to restrict the
people from saving lives by using
the people's own places!

What happened here in the capi-
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tal sharply indicates what the ruling
classes did in the small towns and
vast countryside. There are virtual-
ly no reports of the leaders of the
government or the opposition par-
ties in either the cities or the coun-
tryside, nor the rich compradors or
civilian or military bureaucrats, ever
giving shelter to the masses in their
own precious residences! These are
the people who shed crocodile tears
and put caps on their heads (accord-
ing to Muslim tradition, a show of
loyalty to religion and God) and
who feign sadness on their faces
when they travel to the affected
areas and personally hand out 10
Taka bills and relief goods (which
they've already pilfered large parts
of from their Western masters), as
part of their helicopter excursion
leisure time social work - nice
shots for their photo albums.

Only a part of the people from
around the district towns, general-
ly those who could reach the urban
areas through their own efforts,
were provided shelter and relief
through arrangements by the
government or big bourgeois oppo-
sition parties. In the large and
medium-sized towns, most of the
relief effort was initiated by local
youth and various local social wel-
fare organisations, or by small po-
litical organisations, etc, and in
many cases their efforts were
blocked by the fascist regime and
the ruling party because they con-
tributed to exposing and discredit-
ing the regime's own role. In the
countryside, millions of people took

save themselves and their be-
longings.

But many people lost everything
they had, if not to the flood then
later to the robbers, who invariably
work under the patronage of more
powerful forces connected to the
powers that be. Often young wom-
en and wives suffered at the hands
not only of robbers, but also of rich
shelter owners and local thugs
known as t'touts", the "natural
leaders" of this class society. In
these and many other ways the rul-
ing class acted to multiply the
tremendous suffering of the people
caused by this so-called natural
disaster.

During floods and other such
natural disasters, the rotten neo-
colonial semifeudal social system
not only intensifies the existing op-
pression but imposes new burdens
on the people. In such a society,
floods and natural disasters do not
affect all classes of people in the
same way. Workers, landless and
poor peasants, middle peasants, day
labourers and other toiling masses,
low-paid employees and a section of
the urban middle class, all become
the real victims of natural disasters
and especially of their after-effects.
People in power and the ruling
classes, ie, in a broad sense the
bourgeoisie, the feudals, touts, rich
farmers, military and civilian
bureaucrats and the power-

lower-middle and even middle
peasants is a golden opportunity for
an evil game of stealing their land
by pressuring them to sign white
paper bonds (blank contracts which
the landlord later fills in himself) in
exchange for pitifully small loans
and for raising interest rates to
unimaginable levels. In recent years,
even comprador bourgeoisie and
bureaucrats from the cities also
have been involved in such land-
plundering schemes in the country-
side through their relatives and
agents.

Thus while flood (and other
natural disasters) is a nightmare for
the majority of the people, for the
ruling classes it is like a blessing
from "Almighty God" that enables
them to step up their profiteering.
Perhaps this is one reason why they
are convinced and try to convince
the people that floods are a "natur-
al" phenomenon and an "act of
God" ! This is also the heart of the
reason why they do not, need not
and, from their point of view,
should not seriously and sincerely
take the necessary measures to
reduce the suffering of the masses
during and after floods and other
natural disasters - much less un-
dertake a full-fledged programme
of flood control!

Floods and Imperialism

The imperialists, especially the
Western imperialists led by U.S. im-
perialism, and the Indian expan-
sionists, also seize the situation
arising from a flood or natural dis-
aster to supplement their own
means of bringing pressure to bear
on Bangladesh, to maintain its state
of dependency and broaden the
scope of their exploitation and
domination. What they send in the
name of donations for relief for the
people is nothing but a tiny fraction
of what they have sucked from the
people over hundreds of years.
While they pretend to be great
philanthropists by sending aid,
loans, project funds, etc, for the
people in distress, in fact they use
all these to bind the country more

ing the floodwaters. Good boats work, and a thousand and one other
and stronger, higher houses enabled means of profiteering. For the land-
most feudals, rich peasants and lords and rich farmers, the desper-
some middle peasants a means to ate situation of the poor,
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"When brood mosses ore suffering bitterly ond even ot the brink of
deoth, it is the responsibility of our porty to leod the mosses to sove
themselves from such suffering ond to orgonise moteriol help os much
os possible.-.. We resolutely oppose the [reoctionory imperiolist] poli-
cy ond method of turning the stricken mosses into beggors possively
owoiting help. Rother, it is one of our importont responsiEilities io orouse
the stricken mosses themselves in relief ond rescue octivities."

- from PBSP flood circulor, Sept. 1988

shelter anywhere not submerged
which, given how few buildings
there are in the countryside, gener-
ally meant just under the open sky,
subject to storms and rain. In-
numerable people saved themselves
on hastily improvised rafts or float-
ing,wood, or by sharing treetops
with the poisonous snakes also flee-

brokering politicians, are not
harmed much by the floods; and
even if they are hurt by the first
stroke, they are in a position to
recover and even profit in the long
run by misappropriating relief
money and rehabilitation funds, by
price hikes, the black market, pick-
ing up contracts for reconstruction
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tightly than ever into a position of
inequality and oppression. Does
anyone really believe that the im-
perialists are ignorant of the fact
that the lion's share of their "aid"
goes straight into the pockets of
their lackeys? Due to widespread ex-
posure of this and to the increasing
discontent among the people, late-
ly the imperialists have had to pre-
tend that they have only now
"learned" of the misappropriation
of their aid and are "disappointdd"
with their lackeys. And they have
come up with a new tactic: hence-
forth, they are imposing as a con-
dition on their "aid" that it be
foreign relief organisations (which
are called NGO, or Non-Govern-
ment Organisations) in Purba Bang-
la which directly distribute a great
part of the aid. The fascist puppet
Ershad regime has already declared
that it is removing all restrictions,
including registration and audit, on
the foreign relief organisations or
NGOs. In this way, the imperialists
are attempting to set up an alterna-
tive and reliable power structure,
responsible directly to them,
through the millions of dollars fun-
neled through the NGOs, and hope
that this will be more acceptable to
the masses than their already un-
masked corrupt lackey politicians
and bureaucrats. The flood, and
other calamities, are used to
strengthen this new structure.

In 1988, before the flood waters
had even drained off, Ershad had
run to the imperialist capitals with
his begging basket in his hand to ask
for alms and magic solutions from
his masters, and reportedly worked
out new pacts (still not public) sell-
ing out the country's independence
(ie, debt with interest and unequal
conditions), including for some
projects for flood control whose ex-
istence is confined mainly to their
lips. Shortly thereafter, the U.S. im-
perialists stepped up their efforts to
dominate the country in the name
of helping the people. A few
months after the flood, the u.S.
Congress passed legislation making
it their "constitutional responsibil-
ity" to help the "distressed" peo-
ple of Purba Bangla if attacked by
flood, storms, tidal waves or other
natural calamities! Ah, what good
friends these are, who have never

even made it a specific constitution-
al responsibility to remove the real
reasons (the racist exploitation!) for
the poverty, unemployment, dis-
crimination, distress and suffering
of the over 20 million Black people
(fairly l09o of the population) of
their own country!

The pro-Western petrodollar-rich
Muslim regimes of the Middle East
are also using the same opportuni-
ty to strengthen their own influence
among the ruling classes of Purba
Bangla through similar relief
schemes. The Indian expansionists,
who are already rich in terms of
agents and influence in the arena of
reactionary politics in Purba Bang-
la, are doing likewise. Thus the
flood has turned Purba Bangla into
even more fertile ground for politi-
cal manoeuvering and plunder by
the imperialists, social-imperialists
and expansionists.

The Politics of Floods and
Natural Disasters

The unprecedented devastation
of the 1988 flood has thrown this
question right into the centre of the
political arena. Why? Why is it only
today that the ruling circles have
been stirred up, when floods and
other disasters have regularly
caused indescribable suffering and
distress to millions and claimed
thousands of lives almost annually?

One evident factor is that this
time flood has devastated the capi-
tal city of Dhaka itself for two con-
secutive years (1987 and 1988),
submerging several areas where the
elite live and work. The comforta-
ble existence of the bosses was dis-
rupted not only by the dirty,
polluted floodwaters, but by the
flood of people too who fled to the
city from the slums and the lowland
areas around the capital. It was es-
pecially difficult to hide these
"dirty, poor masses" from the eyes
of the foreigners.

Moreover, factories and mills
around the capital were underwater
and many of them ceased produc-
tion. The countrywide destruction
of the transport system severely dis-
rupted the supply of food, particu-
larly vegetables, meat and eggs,
which are essential for the dinner ta-
bles of the rich, the military and the

police. Such serious destruction of
the ground transport system also
undoubtedly seriously weakens their
repressive apparatus. This time then
the ruling classes were themselves
surrounded and submerged by their
"God-blessed" natural disaster. In
addition, they were disturbed,
though not alarmed in a profound
way, by the reliable prediction by
the renowned bourgeois water con-
trol expert Mr B M Abbas that next
time the ground floors of buildings
in Dhaka will be submerged by the
flood.

It is the norm in class society that
the suffering and distress of the
masses is never the concern of the
exploiting classes unless their own
interests are threatened. This was
also the case in 1954, in the late
1960s and in 1974 too when Dhaka
was flooded or felt the after-effects
of a flood. But the political context
in contemporary Bangladesh is very
different from that of the 1950s and
1960s and even the 1970s, and this
is the most important reason for the
anxiety of the ruling classes and
their imperialist masters. What they
really fear is not the water alone,
but, more importantly, the threat
posed by the mounting anger of the
masses at the rulers' failure to con-
trol the flood and reduce the peo-
ple's suffering and the potential this
holds to strengthen the revolution-
ary movement.

For a long time now the masses
of Purba Bangla have tolerated the
strain of floods and natural calam-
ities. For a long time they have
tolerated the cynical profiteering
and plundering of the imperialists
and their lackeys when floods and
natural disasters have hit. Many
times the masses were confused and
deceived by the pretended compas-
sion, the noisy show of relief activi-
ty and the grand talk of massive
projects for flood control, all on
paper of course.

But since the early 1960s the peo-
ple of Purba Bangla began to wage
powerful mass movements for their
life-and-death demand of flood
control, which later was integrated
into their liberation war in l97l in
their hopes of winning a truly in-
dependent, democratic, peaceful
and prosperous country where, they
believed, flood problems could be
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solved forever. But in vain. The new
ruling classes and their governments
of Bangladesh since 1972, whether
pro-India-USSR or pro-Western,
have preferred to continue deceiv-
ing the masses by accusing Pakista-
ni "ghosts" for not solving the
flood problems, to hide their own
sins.

On the other hand, just like the
Pakistani governments of the past,
these new watch-dogs of imperialist
interests sometimes come out with
empty talk of unrealistic, super-
gigantic paper projects. In this way
they confused the masses for yet
another decade. But now, the mass-
es have, in general, grown con-
vinced through their own practical,
historical experience that all these
were simply lies backed by the for-
eign masters. They have been able
to discover the reactionary decep-
tions of U.S. imperialism and Indi-
an expansionism and their local
lackeys, as illustrated by quite a
number of spontaneous incidents in
different areas during the devastat-
ing flood of 1987, eg, refusal of
relief despite starvation conditions;
encircling high government officials
and the water control and irrigation
offices and relief offices; protest

the potential for a large outbreak of
revolt which the imperialists, partic-
ularly the U.S. imperialists, under-
stand very well.

So the U.S.-led imperialists, the
Soviet social-imperialists, the Indi-
an expansionists, and their big
bourgeois political agents, both in
and out of power, have renewed
their campaign of deception and po-
litical manoeuvering around flood
control and relief activities. At the
same time, these enemies of the peo-
ple are trying to blame each other
in order to mobilise mass support in
their own favour for dogfights with
their rivals.

The Reactionary Classes and
Flood

The most nakedly reactionary
forces are the pro-U.S. Islamic fun-
damentalist groups who are fed with
unlimited petrodollars by the
Mideast guardians of Islam, espe-
cially Saudi Arabia. These forces
are trying to brainwash the masses
with age-old medieval formulas like
"flood is the curse of God" brought
on by the "sins of the masses",
"flood is an irresistible, inevitable
natural disaster", and that it is "our

using religious sentiments and fatal-
ism. They promote an ideology of
subjugation and slavery to imperi-
alism to ensure its plunder. The
president of the fascist regime him-
self propagates this same garbage,
simply with different words and in
a more sophisticated way.

Other pro-U.S. imperialist agents
target Indian expansionism as the
one and only reason for floods and
mislead the masses with slogans like
"Break the Farakka dam" (refer-
ring to a large recently constructed
dam in India upriver from Purba
Bangla). In this way they try to hide
the sins of U.S. imperialism and the
role of two hundred years of
Western colonial rule and plunder,
while at the same time promoting
the U.S. and their agents like Saudi
Arabia for the "generosity" of theirt'aid".

Among certain of the pro-U.S.
lackeys, especially the bureaucrats
and technocrats closely connected
with big comprador capital, there is
widespread support for super-
expensive giant projects based on
advanced Western technology and
requiring huge grants and loans
from the imperialists' World Bank.
Such projects are unrealistic, ill-
suited to local conditions and don't
rely on the masses. In the name of
flood control, they are actually
tightening the chains of imperialist
bondage around Purba Bangla and
seeking an everlasting bright for-
tune for themselves at the expense
of the blood of the masses.

The pro-Indo-Soviet forces, in-
cluding the outright pro- Soviet
revisionists, are in especially deep
trouble on this question. It has been
very difficult for them to cover up
the obviously criminal part Indian
expansionism has played in increas-
ing the devastation of the floods
(more on which briefly). Nonethe-
less, they have not spared them-
selves in their shameless efforts to
save their masters in the name of
opposing the government's depen-
dence on U.S. imperialism and the
machinations of the pro-U.S., pro-
Saudi Islamic fundamentalists.

But all the big bourgeois political
opposition forces, regardless of
whether they are pro-U.S., pro-
Saudi, pro-Indian, pro-Soviet, etc,
agree on one point: that the "un-

"For relief octivities, we depend completely on the mosses. We must
consciously develop oclivities ond methods to combot ond overcome
the perverted ideology of moking the notion ond the mosses depen-
dent on the enemies of the people inside the country or the imperiolists
outside it.

"We con never ollow ourselves to work os the codre force of the
relief ogencies of the imperiolists ond their lockies.

"We olso combine expropriotion of the weolth of the enemies with
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marches in the sub-district and dis-
trict towns and encircling the local
government offices, etc. Such ac-
tivity mobilised thousands and oc-
casionally more than ten thousand,
and compelled the authorities to cut
down unscientifically built "flood
control" dams and roads, etc, so as
to let the roof-high flood waters
drain off in three or four days. In
some places government and relief
officials and local ruling party lead-
ers were beaten up. Such activities,
which seem not to have been or-
ganised by any opposition party,
reflect the growing consciousness of
the people and an initial outburst of
their rage. They definitely indicate

ill fate" and "misfortune" to
suffer, etc. Their flood control
programme is to pray to God so
that he is pleased and does not curse
the country again! What is an "ill
fate" for Purba Bangla is that such
backward, reactionary forces still
exist in the late twentieth century to
serve their imperialist masters!

They also propagate that the
country is too poor to afford any
flood control project, so that there
is no alternative but to depend upon
"aid" from rich countries, clearly
meaning the sheiks and monarchs
of the Middle East. In such a way,
they try to misguide the masses
through ideological brainwashing
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democratic" rule of the Ershad re-
gime is the main reason for the
floods and the people's suffering.
Of course there is partial truth to
this, but they present this as if un-
der a "democratically" elected
government in power - which for
them means democratically sharing
out power among the big bourgeois
parties, including themselves -there would no longer be floods or
suffering! The people of Purba
Bangla already have bitter ex-
perience with these big bourgeois
parties in power in the past, and of
course these self-proclaimed
standard-bearers of democracy did
not stop either the floods or the
suffering!

The fascist Ershad government
and a section of pro-U.S. forces,
along with a section of bureaucrats
and reactionary intellectuals, are
raising the slogan, "Don't mix po-
litics and the flood" and "Nation-
al unity regardless of party and
ideology to control floods and com-
bat the people's suffering". The ad-
vocates of these slogans argue that
"the people" and "the nation" can-
not let the solution of the flood
problem await an uncertain possi-
bility of some remote victory of the
struggle for democracy and social
change, so that everyone should for-
get political and ideological differ-
ences to unite and cooperate right
now with the present fascist regime,
at least on the flood question. A
number of patriotic, honest and
even left-oriented petit-bourgeois
intellectuals and political forces
have become confused by these de-
ceptively innocent-sounding
slogans.

But from their own experience of
life over the last four decades, the
people themselves have already
learned that this slogan-mongering
is the favourite, cynical game of all
the reactionary regimes. In the
name of "national unity to combat
floods", these fellows in fact con-
spire to combat the people's just
struggle for an overall flood control
programme in order to maintain
themselves in power. The slogan of
"don't mix politics and the flood"
is itself a devious politics which tries
to confuse the masses by hiding the
simple but essential truth that this
problem can never be solved

without political decision, political
initiative and political leadership.

In other words, whether this life-
and-death problem for the masses
will be dealt with by depending
upon imperialist "aid" and mort-
gaging the country's independence
or by self-reliance, whether by
bureaucratic decrees of generals,
bureaucrats and power-broking
politicians relying on expensive im-
ported technology or by mobilising
the masses and combining their
knowledge and creativity with avail-
able technology which corresponds
to the actual conditions, and
whether various projects of flood
control would be mere means for
those in power to misappropriate
funds and build their fortunes or
would go to genuinely benefit the
masses - all these are above all po-
litical questions, which the masses
do have the necessity and right to
decide. So the demand to not "mix
politics with the flood" is in fact a
rude dictatorial cry by the regime
and reactionary circles that it is only
they who have the right to political-
ly determine these life-and-death
questions for the masses, and that
any effort by the masses to deter-
mine their own fate will be ruthless-
Iy suppressed.

Flood and the Revolutionary
Forces

The problem of floods and natur-
al disasters confronting Bangladesh
is decidedly a political problem.
This approach is not only justified
by facts, but it is the need of the
hour for revolutionaries and the
masses themselves to raise the ques-
tion of flood control politically and
act on it in a revolutionary way.

The imperialists and their feudal
and big comprador bourgeois
agents have long played politics
with the question of floods and the
masses' suffering. But the patriotic
and left political forces, including
the communist revolutionaries, did
not and,/or could not deal with this
question in a correct, concrete way
for a long time, due to long-
standing revisionist domination in
the past, as well as lack of ex-
perience and of sufficient contact
with the masses. Since its maiden

(Continued to page 27)

Revolutionory Chino

Teoching

Excerpted from the Revolutionary
...For hundreds ofyears, floods and
droughts had been the "twin scour-
ges" of China. A major flood or
drought hit large parts of the land at
a pace of almost once a year, des-
troying crops or making it impossi-
ble to plant and thus leading to
terrible famines that took the lives of
hundreds of thousands at a time...

with the defeat of the U.S.-
backed Kuomintang (KMT) reac-
tionaries in October 1949, the
revolutionary regime led by Mao
and the Communist Party of Chi-
na faced an immensely difficult sit-
uation. U.S. imperialism and its
reactionary allies surrounded and
blockaded New China in an attempt
to smother it to death. The land and
the people had been ravaged by the
decades of Japanese imperialist in-
vasion and occupation and the ram-
pages of the KMT army, which
compounded the devastation from
flood, drought and famine. As a
1974 Pekine Review article titled
"Harnessing China's Rivers"
recalled, "What did the Kuomin-
tang reactionaries leave behind 25
years ago when New China was
born? With all the waterways, dykes
and embankments long out of
repair, the peasants were complete-
ly at the mercy of nature. Flood and
drought were common occurrences,
wreaking havoc alternately or con-
currently and taking a heavy toll of
millions of people, with tens of mil-
lions more rendered homeless. Such
being the plight of old China, cer-
tain imperialist prophets gleefully
awaited the collapse of New China
in the grip of these twin disasters
which all past goYernments had
failed to cope with."

For the infant revolutionary re-
gime, the task of taming the great
rivers - the Yangtze, the Yellow,
the Huai (flowing in the central
coastal plains between the Yangtze
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Woter to Climb
Mountoins Up to Heoven

Worker, voice of the Revolutionary Communist Party, USA, 10 June 19E5

and the Yellow), and others - was cording to those like Liu, such hang. When Mao came to visit this
a crucial aspect of transforming large-scale and technically difficult merger of peasant associations, the
China from a dependent neocolony projects were impossible to under- name "people's commune" was
into an independent socialist coun- take since China had neither the chosen. "This is a new creation of
try. Without protection from floods funds nor the technology. Liu con- the masses", Mao wrote. Others
and new irrigation systems to fight descendingly preached that people around the country followed the ex-
droughts and open up new farm- in areas affected by flood or ample: by the end of 1958, 26,000
land, the peasantry - making up drought should rely on "relief". As communes had formed (increasing
the overwhelming majority of the one observer noted in the mid-'70s to72,000 with new formations and
population - would continue to when the Huai River projects had subdivisions by 1961).
suffer. The worker-peasant alliance been completed and the Yellow One of the slogans raised by the
would be adversely affected and the River brought largely under control, peasants during the Great Leap For-
ability of China to withstand the at- "had the masses waited for ward was: "Teach water to climb
tacks of the imperialists and con- machines to do it, there would still mountains up to heaven!" The slo-
tribute to world revolution would be be famines in North China." gan of course referred directly to the
weakened. Mao sharply criticised and fought carving of waterways across moun-

In 1951 and'52, Mao declared againsttherevisionistandcapitula- tain ranges to bring water and life
that the Huai River and the Yellow tionist line of Liu and others, and to arid lands. But it also spoke more
River "must be harnessed". These declared that, "We must now rea- broadly to the grand struggles of the
calls were made amidst, and were lise that there will soon be a nation- masses consciously transforming so-
very much a part of, the fierce two- wide high tide of socialist ciety and nature, and in the process
line struggles within the Communist transformation in the countryside." transforming themselves. Under the
Party itself over China's direction Indeed a tremendous upsurge swept oppressive order of the old society,
after liberation. Under the rubric of through the countryside. The mil- who but the most brave and far-
"harmony" between capitalisrrl and lions of peasants, mobilised in un- sighted would have dared dream of
socialism and "consolidating" new precedented forms of cooperation teaching "water to climb the moun-
democracy, revisionists like Liu in big water projects, were an in- tains up to heaven"?
Shao-chi fought to lead China down tegral part of this - leading to the
the road of capitalist development basic establishment of socialist The Scourge of the Rivers
(which in China's context inevitably ownership in agriculture (as well as

would have meant neocolonial de- industry) by 1956. The struggle fur- Several examples illustrate the
velopment). In agriculture, these ther erupted into the momentous remarkable advances made by the
bourgeois-democrats-turned- upheaval of the Great Leap For- Chinese people after liberation to
capitalist-roaders tried to stifle and ward in 1958; it was out of this fur- control the forces of nature, in par-
sabotage the socialist transforma- nace that the people's communes ticular the "scourge" of the rivers.
tion of the ownership of the means were born. Water conservation In 1952, the Chinese people com-
of production and all the relations projects played a key role once more pleted a large-scale flood-diversion
of production. They argued that in this new and major step in so- programme on Chingkiang River, a
mechanisation and development of cialist transformation. harmful tributary on the middle
heavy industry (which in turn de- People's communes started spon- reaches of the Yangtze. The project
pended on foreign technology and taneously in Honan province out of involved repairing and reinforcing
"aid") had to precede collectivisa- a project to bring water across the existing dykes, building new dykes
tion, and that in the meantime the Taihang mountain ranges to irrigate of over 200 km in length, putting up
old social relations should remain a dry plain area that suffered from numerous sluice gates, and setting
intact in the countryside. Exploita- drought eight or nine years out of up a safety area to accommodate
tion is a "merit", Liu even ten. The peasant cooperatives took 170,000 people in case of evacuation
declared. initiative in merging their labour during an especially big flood.

The two lines were sharply posed power on a scale unheard of previ- Three hundred thousand soldiers
in the question of taking on the job ously to build the Red Canal, which and civilians were mobilised, and
of controlling China's rivers. Ac- stretched 1500 km across the Tai- thewholeprojectwascompletedin
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seventy-five days. This contrasts
starkly with the "achievements"
during the years of reactionary
KMT rule. In order to build a small
drainage gate on the Yangtze near
the city of Wuhan, the KMT begged
for funds from five different coun-
tries and then took three years to
complete the work.

The Huai River basin used to be
one of those areas hit by almost
yearly flood andlor drought. The
diversion of the Yellow River in
1938 by the KMT caused devasta-
tion of even greater dimensions.
The change in the course of the Yel-
low River brought down silt that
filled the estuary of the Huai River,
buried farmland and heightened the
beds of many lakes. All this affect-
ed the entire Huai River system,
making it even more susceptible to
floods and droughts.

Mao's 1951 call - "the Huai
River must be harnessed"
sparked millions of peasants to be-
gin tackling various water-control
projects along the Huai. This vast
mobilisation shattered the revi-
sionist whinings about how it was
impossible for the "backward"
peasants without machines to take
on such immense projects. In fact,
except for key state-financed
projects, modern machinery - such
as bulldozers, excavators, earth
removers and heavy-duty trucks -was rarely available, especially in
the earlier years. The rise of revi-
sionists to power in the Soviet Un-
ion in 1956, and the subsequent
Sino-Soviet split and pull-out of
Soviet technicians, funds and equip-
ment from China, posed further
difficulties. The "river-tamers" had
to rely on simple tools and equip-
ment - hammers, chisels, picks,
wheel-barrows, home-made
machines and explosives. And, most
important of all, there was the
powerful initiative of the masses,
unleashed by the revolutionary line
of Mao.

By the early '70s, one report not-
ed "conspicuous changes" in the
worksites of the Huai River projects
compared to the initial stages:
"China-made dredgers are working
alongside other machines. The
degree of mechanisation has in-
creased and the contingents of tech-
nicians have grown enormously.

What merits particular attention is
that large numbers of peasant-
technicians with rich practical ex-
perience have come to the fore."
The passage gives a glimpse of the
actual development of productive
forces during the years of Mao's
leadership (contrary to the lies and
distortions of imperialists and revi-
sionists alike), and, most important-
ly, the big changes in relations of
production, especially through the
Cultural Revolution - the differ-
ences between mental and manual
labour, between town and country-
side and between industry and
agriculture were beginning to be
broken down.The changes in one
county in the Huai River basin
epitomised the night-and-day differ-
ence in conditions between the ne-
ocolonial past and socialist China.
In one township of 11,000 house-
holds, floods in l93l brought death
from hunger to 2,600 peasants and
forced 6,700 families to flee to other
areas. The same area experienced
torrential rains in the summer of
1974 - over twelve inches of rain
fell in two days and the water level
of the Huai rose over six feet. Yet
the dykes and the drainage pumps
kept damage to a minimum -peasant homes were not washed
away, and paddyfields remained
green.

Since the revisionists took power
in 1976 and restored capitalism,
many of the advances made during
socialist China - especially during
the Great Leap Forward and the
Cultural Revolution - have been
overturned. The people's com-
munes, for example, have been
mostly broken up, with land divid-
ed again among individual house-
holds, and exploitative relations and
class polarisation making their
return. While there may be some in-
creases in production in certain
areas and for a certain period, the
larger picture raises the ominous
spectre of possibly disastrous con-
sequences of capitalist restoration in
the countryside. Some observers
have noted, for example, that there
has been an increase in the frequen-
cy of floods and severity of damages
caused by them and have linked
these developments at least in part
to the breaking up of socialised
agriculture. Because the peasants

are being increasingly driven to raise
productivity on their private plots
and contract businesses, there is
mounting reluctance to participate
in public works projects - water
conservancy works, soil conserva-
tion, forestation programs - since
they require pooling of labour and
resources, and sacrifices on the part
of individual units for the bigger
whole. Images of pre-1949 floods,
droughts and famines are beginning
to cast their shadow.

The imperialists say that the sit-
uation in Bangladesh is hopeless -a "basketcase", as Henry Kissinger
once called it. The same was said of
China before liberation. The enor-
mous changes that occurred in Chi-
na in a relatively short span of years
under socialism were certainly
remarkable - but they were no
mystery. The motive force was the
conscious initiative and activism of
the masses, unbound from the yoke
of imperialism and unleashed by
Marxism - Leninism - Mao Tsetung
Thought.

In the wake of the Bangladesh ti-
dal wave, imperialist vultures of the
news media swooped down to focus
on peasants praying to Allah for
penance and salvation. As the arti-
cle "Harnessing China's Rivers" in
Peking Review pointed out: "In the
dark old days class oppression went
hand in hand with drought and
flood; the reactionary political rule
and the ideological fetters imposed
on the people not only deprived
them of the necessary objective con-
ditions for combating floods but
also made it impossible for them to
see their own subjective strength in
overcoming them. After each natur-
al disaster, the reactionary rulers,
while using the pretext of building
water-control projects to fleece the
people, spread the doctrines of Con-
fucius and Mencius and forced the
people to build temples and offer
sacrifices to appease the gods. The
storm of socialist revolution since
liberation has shattered the political
and economic fetters binding the
Iabouring people and swept away
the ideological trammels that ham-
pered their initiative and
creativity. "

To deal with cyclones and other
disasters, "natural" and "unnatur-
al", requires making revolution. n
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voyage in the 1920s and up through
the 1960s, the rightist revisionist
leadership of the subcontinental
communist movement failed to
grasp the Leninist lesson of revolu-
tionary political exposure of the im-
perialists, the bourgeoisie and
feudals regarding the problems of
flood, drought, tidal waves, earth-
quake, epidemic, famine, etc, and
the masses' suffering from these.
Unlike the Chinese revolutionaries
led by Mao Tsetung, they failed to
develop a concrete political orienta-
tion for a revolutionary solution of
so-called natural calamities. In-
stead, in response to the masses'
suffering, the revisionist leadership
responded, in many cases, with
honest but petit-bourgeois hu-
manitarian desire and reduced the
vanguard's activity to the second
front of imperialist-bourgeois insti-
tutions like the Red Cross, the Ford
Foundation, etc, and diminished
their own role to that of social serv-
ice functionaries of the imperialists
and reactionaries, thus leaving the
arena of politics almost totally to
the reactionaries.

They failed to find the ways to
link the mass movements around
these questions with the broader
struggle for social change and revo-
Iution - which in fact they also
failed to develop. Rather they
reduced the mass movement to a
sort of issue-based reformist move-
ment demanding relief, dams, sluice
gates, dredging, local irrigation
schemes, tax relief, agricultural
loans, vaccination programmes
against epidemics, "food for the
hungry" in famines, etc, and, some-
times, general flood control. All this
was done without integrating these
activities with political exposure of
the reactionary classes and imperi-
alism and to the essential goal -revolution. The pro- Soviet modern
revisionist party (the Communist
Party of Purba Bangla [CPB]) and
many other pro-Soviet, pro-China
and middle-of- the-road revisionist
parties and groups still follow the
same erroneous and in essence de-
ceptive, anti-people line on the
flood question and people's suffer-

ing, which actually serves the im-
perialists and the reactionary
classes.

Following the rupture with pro-
Soviet modern revisionism in the
mid-1960s, a section of the com-
munist movement, generally known
at that time as radical left and pro-
Mao, though inheriting a strong in-
fluence of revisionist line and tra-
dition, did suffer an opposite
tendency. Their argument that only
revolution could and would solve all
such problems, though basically
correct, was left general and super-
ficial. They also failed to carry out
any revolutionary exposure, to
make a revolutionary analysis and
to present a concrete revolutionary
orientation for an overall solution
to this problem. While opposing or
at least not following the right revi-
sionist/reformist activities, they vir-
tually abandoned the responsibility
of organising immediate initiatives
and tasks in a revolutionary way at
a time when the masses faced ex-
treme suffering.

In the late 1960s and early 1970s,
the revolutionary communist move-
ment led by martyr comrade Shiraj
Shikder and PBSP, which he found-
ed, forged a basically correct line on
making revolution and carrying out
revolutionary armed struggle and
addressed the questions of flood,
natural disasters and the subsequent
suffering of the masses with a basi-
cally correct and relatively concrete
orientation. But even this was left
too much at the level of generalisa-
tions. PBSP also suffered from a
lack of concrete analysis and from
unclarity on the question of the im-
mediate tasks to deal with the mass-
es' suffering, and subsequently was
unable to carry out sharp, deep-
going political exposure. Because of
this, the revolutionaries were una-
ble to develop concrete tactics in a
situation where the masses faced ex-
treme suffering, especially during
and after the severe floods, cyclone
and subsequent famine in 1974.
They were thereby deprived of the
opportunity for seizing the political
initiative in a very favourable polit-
ical situation. This situation
prevailed until recently, with the
result that the revolutionary move-
ment remained in a defensive pas-
sive position many times in the

intervening years following floods,
cyclones, tidal waves, drought, etc.

It is thus encouraging that recent-
ly the PBSP have consciously in-
itiated study on the problem and
launched efforts to seize the initia-
tive regarding the flood problem.
Under the leadership of PBSP,
revolutionaries are trying to develop
a correct orientation for a revolu-
tionary, pro-people solution of the
flood problem, launching political
exposure of the imperialists and
their lackey reactionary ruling class-
es, setting up and implementing im-
mediate tasks in a revolutionary
way to help the masses respond to
their suffering, and to mobilise the
masses in revolutionary mass move-
ments around these questions as a
complement to the revolutionary
armed struggle in the countryside -now being carried out towards the
clear-cut goal of developing peo-
ple's war and making the new
democratic revolution.

The History of Flood

Flood, tidal waves an{ cyclones
are not new phenomena for Purba
Bangla or the Bengal region in
general. From a geographical point
of view, the very existence of the
land of this country is the result of
a continual, on-going process ofthe
vast accumulation of silts and the
formation of a living delta at the
mouths of a number of rivers, es-
pecially the three mighty river sys-
tems - the Padma, the Meghna
and the Brahmaputra-and-Jamuna.
It is popularly believed that the term
"Bangla", the name of the country,
originates from the similarity of the
shape of the delta formation to that
of a letter in the Bengali alphabet.

In this region, flood, which
generally occurs in the monsoon, is
an almost regular annual phenome-
non, and sometimes there are sever-
al per year. The process of
expansion of the country towards
the south, into the sea, is ongoing.
In the present situation, an area as
large as half the country itself may
well emerge over the course of the
next one or two decades. Flood un-
doubtedly contributes greatly to this
process. Moreover, flood also con-
tributes significantly to the extraor-

(Continued to page 73)
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Moy Doy, 1989

Celebrafe the
Fifth Anniversary

of the RIM!
- Stotement by the Committee of the RIM

Today marks the fifth anniversary of the formation of the Revolutionary
Internationalist Movement. In the coming months the RIM and its various
participating parties and organisations will be calling upon class-conscious
proletarians and revolutionaries to join in the celebration of this anniversary
and to support and raise funds for our Movement.

In 1984, when the Second International Conference of Marxist-Leninist
Parties and Organisations was held, our international communist movement
was at a great crossroads. Our great red bastion of socialist China had been
taken over from within by a new band of exploiters and capitulators hiding
inside the Communist Party.

All over the world the imperialists, revisionists and reformists, anxious to
seek revenge for the defeats they had received at the hands of Mao Tsetung
and the genuine proletarian revolutionaries, had loudly proclaimed the end
of revolutionary Marxism. Thus the formation of the RIM was of great im-
portance in hoisting high the banners of Marx, Lenin and Mao Tsetung when
others were trampling them into the mud.

Although the international communist movement has still not fully over-
come the crisis brought to a head by the death of Mao Tsetung and the loss
of socialist China, the existence of the RIM is itself a very important step
in reconstructing the unity of the genuine communists and the existence of
such an international grouping is itself a key to further advance in the direc-
tion of our goal of creating a communist international of a new type.

In the five years since the formation of the RIM our Movement has con-
tinued to advance and spread. The people's war in Peru, led by the Com-
munist Party of Peru, a participating party of the RIM, has advanced wave
upon wave and today the roar of the revolutionary armed struggle of the wor-
kers and peasants of Peru is truly heard all over the world. The class-conscious
proletarians and all revolutionary people should be alert to the possibility
of intervention by the imperialists against the Peruvian revolution and be pre-
pared to counter such intervention with a revolutionary storm of support for
the people's war.

At a time when revisionists and opportunists of all stripes are betraying
the revolutionary struggle of the masses and preaching accommodation and
compromise with the existing system, it is the genuine Marxist-Leninists, and
above all those grouped in the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement, who
are waging or preparing to wage the revolutionary armed struggle of the masses
which alone can sweep away the old order and open the door to the com-
munist future.
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In many countries of the world, such as Palestine, the masses continue to
wage a heroic struggle against the reactionaries. But despite their sacrifices
and heroism, it is impossible for the masses in Palestine or in any other country
to win their liberation without correct leadership. As the Declaration of our
Movement points out, "Experience has shown that proletarian revolution can
only be achieved and carried forward by a genuine proletarian party based
on the science of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought."

Furthermore, it is only the revolutionary communists who link the strug-
gle and sacrifice of today with the goal of building a whole world without
classes and exploitation. The genuine communists, unlike the pro-soviet revi-
sionists and the other opportunists, do not use the struggle of the masses as
negotiating chips in coming to agreements with the enemy nor do they seek
to replace the existing authorities just to sit on top of the same old system
of exploitation. Although many so-called "communists" have themselves
joined the reactionary chorus of those who call communism a futile dream,
the parties and organisations that make up the Revolutionary Internation-
alist Movement are the most resolute fighters today because they have the
most correct, resolute and uncompromising view of the future of mankind
and what is required to achieve it.

The existence of the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement and its Declo-
ration is of great assistance to the proletarian revolutionaries in different coun-
tries who face the difficult but urgent task of forging a vanguard Maoist party
based upon a correct line. Today there are revolutionaries on every conti-
nent who are taking up this vital task and who look to the Revolutionary
Internationalist Movement for inspiration and assistance.

But the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement can only fulfill this task
of helping the formation of new Marxist-Leninist parties with the active in-
volvement of the participating parties and organisations of the Movement
and the class-conscious proletarians and other revolutionary masses in coun-
tries throughout the world. The genuine communists follow a completely op-
posite approach to that of the revisionists and opportunists on the financial
front, as in all fields. Whereas they practice and preach reliance on imperi-
alists and social-imperialists and reactionaries, the genuine communists practice
reliance on the workers, peasants and other revolutionary masses as their source
of funds. It is for that reason that the Revolutionary Internationalist Move-
ment is calling on the revolutionary masses to join in the celebration of our
fifth anniversary including by financially assisting the further advance of our
Movement.

It is high time that the world be wrested from the hands of the imperialists
and reactionaries who now run it. Their rule means continued misery for the
immense majority of people throughout the world. And despite their talk of
peace and understanding, the real danger still exists that the imperialists will
launch a third world war. Only the revolutionary struggle of the people can
change this state of affairs and unlock the doors to the future.

Celebrate the Fifth Anniversary of the Revolutionary Internationalist
Movement! Raise Funds and Support the RIM!

Make Revolution! Build and Strengthen Maoist Parties United in the RIM!
Support the People's War in Peru!
Prevent World War, Step Up the Struggle for Revolution Throughout the

World!
Break the Chains! Unleash the Fury of Women as a Mighty Force for

Revolution!
Let the "Uprising of Stones" Pave the Way for People's War for the

Liberation of Palestine!
Forward Along the Path Charted by Mao Tsetung!
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The Internationale
Shall Be

the Human Race
ver a hundred and fifty years ago Marx and Engels issued lhe Communist
Manifesto with their thunderous declaration of war against the bourgeoisre:
"A spectre is haunting Europe - the spectre of Communism." Since that
time, the revolutionary successors of Marx have carried his battlecry to
every nook and cranny of the globe, and they have done so as representa-

trves of the world proletariat, the class that can only finally liberate itself
by liberating all mankind. From Marx's time forward, the representatives

of the international proletariat have come together at an international level

to organise and carry out their combat at a global level.

Marx and Engels guided the work of the First lnternational, till its break-

up after the defeat of the Paris Commune. After Marx's death, Engels went
on to play a key role in the founding and early years of the Second lnter-
national. Lenin led the Bolsheviks first as part of the Second lnternational
and later, as its leaders sided with their own imperialist governments dur-
ing World War 1, he did everything he could to expose and defeat it and

so give rise to a revolutionary Third (or Communist) lnternational, which
exploded into being with the Bolshevik Revolution. Stalin carried on Lenin's

work in the Third lnternational, the Comintern, during the period of so-

cialist construction in the USSR, of rising wars of national liberatron as

that led by Mao Tsetung in China, and in the face of a growing threat of
a new world war, imperialist attacks on the Soviet Union and the coming
to power of fascism in Germany,

With the revisionist coup in theUSSR in 1956, the international com-
munist movement was dealt a serious blow and was cast into disarray. Mao

Tsetung led the battalions of the Chinese masses into the breach; they
picked up the red flag and swept higher and further than had ever been

done before, in the great epoch-making battles of the Cultural Revolution,
which gave birth to a new generation of revolutionaries guided by Marxism-

Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought.
The Revolutionary lnternationalist Movement proudly declared in its

Declaration that, "Today, the Revolutionary lnternationalist Movement,
together with other Maoist forces, are the inheritors of Marx, Engels, Le-

nin, Stalin and Mao, and they must firmly base themselves on this heritage "
The following sectron illustrates some of the important moments in the

internationalist battles of the proletariat.



Drawing by Kiithe Kollwitz,
a revolutionary German artist 1867-1945
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The International Workingmen's Association (lWA), or the First International, was founded in 1864 in London and spread the revolution-
ary movement throughout Europe, America and even to Australia. Marx's ideas had to contend with the anarchism of Bakunin and Prou-
dhon, who finally succeeded in wrecking the IWA in 1872. But as Engels remarked, "For ten years, the International channeled European
history in one direction - the direction of the future - and it can look back proudly on its achievement." Below: a drawing of the lounding
of the IWA.

Frederick Engels played a leading role, including militarily, in the German revolution of 1848.



Karl Marx, the founder of communism. He carried out his unprecedented
theoretical work and practical leadership of the First International while
being hounded by the bourgeoisie throughout Europe.

he English working class stretch the hand of fellow-
ship to the French and German working people. They
feel deeply convinced that whatever turn the impend-
ing horrid war may take, the alliance of the working
classes of all countries will ultimately kill war. The
very fact that while official France and Germany are
rushing into a fratricidal feud, the workmen of France

and Germany send each other messages of peace
and goodwill; this great fact, unparalleled in the his-
tory of the past, opens the vista of a brighter future.
It proves that in contrast to old society, with its eco-
nomical miseries and its political delirium, a new so-
ciety is springing up, whose lnternational rule will be
Peace because its national ruler will be everywhere
the same - Labourl The Pioneer of that new socie-
ty is the lnternational Workingmen's Association.

Karl Marx, The Civil War in France
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The first edition of the
Communist Manifesto.

he Communists disdain to concealtheir views
and aims. They openly declare that their ends
can be attained only by the forcible overthrow
of all existing social conditions. Let the rul-
ing classes tremble at a Communistic revo-
lution. The proletarians have nothing to lose
but their chains. They have a world to win.

Workers of all countries, unite!

- -"'Y;:il:,:;ff:;f,:#i

he discovery of gold and silver in America,
the extirpation, enslavement and entomb-
ment in mines of the aboriginal population,

the beginning of the conquest and looting of
the East lndies, the turning of Africa into a

warren for the commercial hunting of black
skins, signaled the rosy dawn of the era of
capitalist production.

- Karl Marx, Capital

abor in the white skin cannot be free as long
as in the black skin'it is branded. 

KartMarx
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e say to workers, you will have to go through fifteen, twenty, fifty years

of civil wars and internattonal wars, not only tn order to change existing

conditions but also in order to change yourselves and fit your-

selves for the exercise of political power.
Karl l,larx, "Revelations Concerning the Communlst Tr a tn Cologne"

The Paris Communards held out for over three months, fighting heroically despite the fact that the French bourgeoisie, who had been
at war with Germany, turned around and enlisted the German ruling class' aid to suppress their common enemy - the insurrectionary
proletariat.
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The last battles of the communards; women played a significant role in organisation and defence of the
Paris Commune.This was theJirst-seizure of poliiical power by the proletari"at. As Engels said,if you want
to know what the dictatorship of the proletariat is, look at the piris commune.

"Our country" - a
word, an error! "Human-
ity" - a fact, a truth! In-
vented by priests and
kings, like the myth God
"the country" has only
been used to confine hu-
man animals in exact
limits, where they can be
shaved and bled for their
masters' benefit, under
their eyes and in the
name oi their unclean
fetish.

Birth here or there, a

mere accident, changes
our nationality and makes
us friends or enemies. Let
us reject this silly lottery

- a farce in which we
have always been the
butts.

Let "country" become
an empty word - a value-
less administrative divi-
sion - our country is
wherever life is free and
work is done.

Peoples, workers, Iight
is arising: let our blindness
end. Down with tyrants
and despots!

France is dead, long live
Humanity!

- Written by communard
Jules Nostag in La R6vo-
lution Politique et Social.

he Commune was... a working men's Government, as the
bold champion of the emancipation of labour, emphatically
international. Within sight of the Prussian army, that had

annexed to Germany two French provinces, the Commune
annexed to France the working people all over the world....

The Commune admitted all foreigners to the honour of
dying for an immortal cause. Between the foreign war Iost

by their treason, and the civil war fomented by their con-
spiracy with the foreign invader, the bourgeoisie had found
the time to display their patriotism by organising police-hunts

upon the Germans in France. The Commune made a Ger-

man working man its Ministry of Labour. Thiers, the bour-
geoisie, the Second Empire, had continually deluded Poland

by loud professions of sympathy, while in reality betraying
her to, and doing the dirty work of , Russia. The Commune
honoured the heroic sons of Poland by placing them at the
head of the defenders of Paris. And, to broadly mark the
new era of history it was conscious of initiating, under the
eyes of the conquering Prussians, on the one side, and of
the Bonapartist army, led by Bonapartist generals, on the
other, the Commune pulled down that colossal symbol of
martial glory, the Vendome column.

Karl lilarx, The Civil War in France
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THE INTERNATIONALE
Eugene Pottier in the wake of the Paris Commune and its bloody defeat composed the words of lhe Internationale. As Lenin remarks,
"The Commune was crushed - but Pottier's Internationale spread its ideas throughout the world, and it is now more alive than ever."
The Internationale was adopted as the anthem of the international proletariat by a congress of the Second lnternational. Over the years
many different translations ol lhe Internationale have appeared in dozens of languages. Some ol these translations have lost some of the
revolutionary spirit and content of the original French version. Below, the original French text and a translation of the first two verses.

Arise, ye prisoners of starvation!
Arise, ye wretched of the earth.
For iustice thunders condemnation,
A better world's in birth.
No more tradition's chains shall bind us,
Arise ye slaves! no more in thrall!
The earth shall rise on new foundations.
We have been naught, we shall be all.

(Chorus)

'Tis the final conflict,
Let each stand in his place.
The internationale
Shall be the human race.

We want no condescending saviours,
To rule us from a judgment hall.
We workers ask not for their favours;
Let us consult for all.
To make the thief disgorge his booty,
To free the spirit from its cell,
We must ourselves decide our duty,
We must decide and do it well.

(Chorus)

'Tis the final conflict,
Let each stand in his place.
The internationale
Shall be the human race.

Music score of lhe Internationale.
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C'est la Iutte finale:
Groupons-nous, et demain,
L'lnternationale
Sera le genre humain.

Debout! les damn6s de la terre!
Debout! les forgats de la faim!
La raison tonne en son cratEre,
C'est I'irruption de la fin.
Du pass6 faisons table rase,
Foule esclave, debout! debout!
Le monde va changer de base:
Nous ne sommes rien, soyons tout!

II n'est pas de sauveurs supr6mes:
Ni Dieu, ni C6sar, ni tribun,
Producteurs, sauvons-nous nous-m6mes!
D6cr6tons le salut commun!
Pour que le voleur rende gorge,
Pour tirer l'esprit du cachot,
Soufflons nous-mGmes notre forge,
Battons le fer quand il est chaud!

L'Etat comprime et la loi triche;
L'lmp6t saigne le malheureux;
Nul devoir ne s'impose au riche;
Le droit du pauvre est un mot creux,
C'est assez languir en tutelle,
L'Egalit6 veut d'autres lois,
"Pas de droits sans devoirs, dit-elle,
"Egaux, pas de devoirs sans droits!"
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Hideux dans leur apoth6ose,
Les rois de la mine et du rail
Ont-ils jamais fait autre chose
Que d6valiser le travail?
Dans les coffres-forts de la bande
Ce qu'il a cr66 s'est fondu.
En d6crdtant qu'on le lui rende
Le peuple ne veut que son d0.

Les Rois nous soulaient de fum6es,
Paix entre nous, guerre aux tyrans!
Appliquons la grEve aux arm6es,
Crosse en I'air et rompons les rangs!
S'ils s'obstinent, ces cannibales,
A faire de nous des h6ros,
Ils sauront bient6t que nos balles
Sont pour nos propres g6n6raux.

Ouvriers, paysons, nous sommes
Le grand parti des travailleurs;
La terre n'appartient qu'aux hommes,
L'oisif ira loger ailleurs.
Combien de nos chairs se repaissent!
Mais, si les corbeaux, les vautours,
Un de ces matins, disparaissent,
Le soleil brillera toujours!

C'est la lutte finale;
Groupons-nous, et demain,
L'lnternationale
Sera le genre humain.
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rrl
I he lnternational itself lived only nine years. But ... the eternal union of the

I proletarians of all countries created by it is still alive and lives stronger than

I evef .. Frederick Engels, Preface to lhe Communist Manifesto

I I Inu, ,, the cardinal rdea underlyrng our theses? lt is the distinction between
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large number of oppressed nations and an insignificant number of oppres-

sor nations, the latter possessing colossal wealth and powerful armed

forces. V.l. Lenin, To lhe 2nd Congress of the Communtst lnternational

Frederick Engels, August Bebel, Clara Zetkin among others during Congress of the Second
International, Zurich, August 1893.

1889 dockworkers strike
in Britain. The Second
International spurned on
the rapid growth of organi-
sation of proletarians in
many countries.
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roletarian internationalism demands, first, that the
interests of the proletarian struggle in any one coun-
try should be subordinated to the interests of that
struggle on a world-wide scale, and, second, that
a nation which is achieving victory over the bour-
geoisie should be able and willing to make the
greatest national sacrifices for the overthrow of in-

ternational capital.

- V.l. Lenrr, Theses for the 2nd Conqress of the Comintern

here is one, and only one, kind of real international-
ism, and that rs - working whole-heartedly for the
development of the revolutionary movement and the

revolutionary struggle inone's ovvn country, and sup-
porting (by propaganda, sympathy, and material aid)

this struggle, this, and only this,line, in every coun-
try without exception.

-V.1. Len n, "The Tasks ot the Proletariat in Our Revolution"
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he socralist, the revolutionary Broletarian, the inter-
nationalist, argues differently. He says, "The charac-

ter of the war (whether it is reactionary or

revolutionary) does not depend on who the attack-

er was, or in whose country the "enemy" is sta-

tioned; it depends on what c/ass is waging the war,

and on what politics this war is a continuation of.

lf the war is a reactionary, imperialist war, that is,

if it is being waged by two world groups of the im-
perialist, rapacrous, predatory, reactionary bour-
geoisie, then every bourgeoisie (even of the smallest

country) becomes a participant in the plunder, and

my duty as a representative of the revolutionary
proletariat is to prepare for the world proletarian revo-

lution as the onlf escape from the horrors of a world
slaughter. I must argue, not from the point of view

of "my" country lfor that ts the argument of a

wretched, stupid, petit-bourgeois nationalist who

does not realise that he is only a plaything in the

hands of the imperialist bourgeoisie), but from the
point of vrew of my share in the preparation, in the
propaganda, and in the acceleration of the world
proletarian revolutron.

- V.l. Lenin, The Proletanan Revolution and the Renegade Kautsky
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pportunism means sacrif icing
the fundamental interests of
the masses to the temporary
interests of an insignificant
minority of the workers or, in
other words, an alliance bet-
ween a section of the workers
and the bourgeoisie, directed
against the masses of the pro-

letariat. The war has made

such an alliance particularly

conspicuous and inescapable.

Opportunism was engendered

in the course of decades by the special features
in the period of the development of capitalism
when the comparatively peacefuland cultured life

of a stratum of privileged workingmen "bourgeoi-

sified" them, gave them crumbs from the table
of their national capitalisms, and isolated them
from the suffering, misery and revolutionary tem-
per of the impoverished and ruined masses. The

imperialist war is the direct continuation and cul-
mination of this state of affairs, because this is

a war for the privileges of the Great-Power
nations, for the repartition of colonies and domi-
nation over other nations.

-V.|. Lenin, The Coilapse of the 2nd lnternational

n lnternational does not mean sitting at the same

table and having hypocritical and pettifogging
resolutions written by people who think that
genuine internationalism consists in German so-

cialists justifying the German bourgeoisie's call

to shoot down French workers, and in French so-

cialists justifying the French bourgeoisie's call to
shoot down German workers in the name of the
"defence of the fatherland"! The lnternational
consists in the coming together (first ideological-

ly, then in due time organisationally as well) of
people who, in these grave days, are capable of
defending socialist internationalism in deed, ie,

of mustering their forces and "being the next to
shoot" at the governments and ruling classes of
their ovyn respective "fatherlands". This is no

easy task; it calls for much preparation and great

sacrifices and will be accompanied by reverses.

However for the very reason that it is no easy
task, it must be accomplished only together with
those who wish lo perform it and are not afraid

of a complete break with the chauvinists and with
the defenders of social-chauvinism.

- V.l, Lenin, "Dead Chauvinism and Living Socialism"

Rosa Luxemburg and Kart
Liebknecht, internation-
alist leaders of the Ger-
man workers' revolt of
1919, murdered by the
German socialdemocratic
government.

arl Liebknecht is a most celebrated representa-

tive of .,. lhe new and genuine, proletarian ln-
ternational.

Karl Liebknecht called upon the workers and

soliders of Germany 1o turn their guns against

their own government.... He was arrested and

sentenced lo hard labour. He is now serving his

term in a German convict prison, like hundreds ,

rf not thousands, of other lrue German socialists

who have been imprisoned for their anti-war ac-

tivities....
Liebknect alone represents socialism, the

proletarian cause, the proletarian revolution. l//
the rest of German Social-Democracy, to quote

the apt words of Rosa Luxemburg,... is a"stink-
ing corpse."

- Lenin, The rasks *r^, 
::i:,,::i::,,:,3i;
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A detachment of working women from the Vasilyevsky
Island district of Petrograd right before their departure for
the front in the revolutionarv civil war.

deologically, politically and organrsationally the Bolshevik-
Menshevik split prepared the way for the victory of the 0c-
tober Revolution. And without the Bolsheviks'struggle against
the Mensheviks and the revisionism of the Second lnterna-
tional, the 0ctober Revolution could never have triumphed.

- l\.4ao Tsetung, Critique of Soviet Economics

At a conference of prisoners captured in WWI, or-
ganising to fight in the Bolshevik Revolution a Hun-
garian worker asked: "Here in the vast expanse of
Russia is now being decided the fate of the workers
of the world. Is it possible to stay away? Is it possi-
ble not to act?!" It was announced to thunderous
applause that a group of Hungarians, Germans and
Czechs had already gone to the Eastern front to fight
the advancing army; it was a stunning moment, for
up to that point the imperialist war had seen Hun-
garian, German, Austrian and Czech against Russi-
ans, Englishmen and French - now was developing
not only a revolutionary civil war within Russia, but
elements of a revolutionary civil war internation-
ally. The slogan went out from the Congress to the
POW camps: "All into the Ranks of the Red Inter-
national Army" - for so it was conceived and built.

The ranks of the Legions swelled. There were
cases of a Chinese commander leading Hungarians
and Czechs who all tried to speak German; of Ger-
mans leading Croats, Serbs, Slovenians; of Turks,
Greeks and Bulgarians, and many others. As their
ranks further grew, the Karl Liebknecht Brigade
from Germany, a revolutionary regiment of Poles,
and other units formed. In the spring of 1918, iust
as the Red Army began to mobilize, between 40,000
and 90,000 soldiers, making up 30-40o/o ol the Red
Army, came from outside Russia.One of the International Battalions of the Red Army
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e are told that Russia will
disintegrate and split up

into separate republics but
we have no reason to fear

this. We have nothing to fear, whatever
the number of independent republics.
The important thing for us is not where
the state border runs, but whether or
not the working people of all nations re-

main allied in their struggle against the
bourgeoisie, irrespective of their na-

tionality.
V.l. Lenin, Speech at the First All Russia Congress of

the Navy, December 1917

he salvoes of the October Revo-

lution brought us Marxism-
Leninism. The October Revol-

tion helped progressives in Chi-

na, as throughout the world, adopt the
proletarian world outlook.

- lvlao Tsetung, "0n the People's Democratic
Drctatorship"

f n ,n. same way as manKrno can ar-

I rive at the abolition of classes only

I through a transition period of the
I dictat6rsnip of the oppressed class,

it can arrive at the inevitable integration
of nations only through a transition peri-

od of the complete emancipation of all

oppressed nations, ie, their freedom to
secede.

V.l. Lenin, "The Socialtst Revolution and the Riqht of
Nations to Self-Determrnatron"

Poster depicting the Russian revolution as the beginning of breaking the chains of wage-slavery worldwide.
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1. French marines,
sent to fight as part of
the imperialists' inter-
vention against the
Bolshevik revolution,
mutinied.
2. A Russian and Aus
trian soldier frater-
nise in the trenches.
Lenin demanded con-
crete organisation of
fraternisation be-
tween the warring
soldiers to break
down the chauvinist
animosity fueled by
the bourgeoisies and
accelerate prepara-
tions for revolution-
ary civil war in all the
belligerent countries.

3. During WWI the
leaders of the Ger-
man Social-Demo-
cratic Party - with
the exception of Lieb-
knecht, Luxemburg
and a few others,
called on the German
masses to support
their rulers' war ef-
fort. Shortly after the
war, with Germany
defeated and in deep
crisis and with Russia
in the flames of
Bolshevik-led revolu-
tion, the Spartacus
group, led by Lieb-
knecht and Luxem-
burg, led an armed-
uprising (pictured
here). The German
Social-Democrats suc-
ceeded in crushing it
and executing its
leaders.

l.*i;$ *Fs\\!l:.:;{
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uch is given to the Russian proletariat; no-
where in the world has the working class
yet succeeded in developing so much

revolutionary energy as in Russia. But to
whom much is given, of him much is re-

quired....
It is we who must found, and right

now, without delay, a new, revolutionary,
proletarian lnternational.... This is the ln-

ternational of those "internationalists in
deed" whom I precisely listed above.

They and they alone are representatives

of the revolutionary, internationalist mass,

and not their corrupters. And if socialists
of that type arc few, let every Russian

worker ask himself whether there were
many really class-conscious revolution-
aries in Russia on the eve of the February-

March revolution of 1917.

It is not a question of numbers, but of
giving correct expression to the ideas and
policies of the truly revolutionary proletari-

at. The thing is not to "proclaim" inter-
nationalism, but to be able to be an

internationalist in deed, even when times

are most trying.
0ur Party must not "wait", but must

immediately found a Third lnternational.

- V.l. Lenin, "Tasks of Proletariat in Our Bevolution"
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Bolshevik poster - Long live the 3rd Communist International.

Me and our corner grocer,
we're both mightily unknown in America.
Nevertheless,
from China to Spain, from the Cape of Good Hope
to Alaska,
in every nautical mile, in every kilometre, I have
friends

and enemies.
Such friends that we haven't met even once
yet we can die for the same bread, the same free-
dom, the same

dream.
And such enemies that they thirst for my blood -

I thirst for theirs.
My strength
is that I'm not alone in this big world.
The world and its people are no secret in my heart,

no mystery in my science.
Calmly and openly

I took my place
in the great struggle.

By Nazim Hikmet, a revolutionary poet from Turkey.
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Delegates to a Congress ol the Third International, held in Moscow

Lenin at the Second Congress of the Third International, seated, centre, with
international delegates.

he October Revolution has shaken im-
perialism not only in the centres of its
domination, not only in the "mother
countries." lt has also struck blows at

the rear of imperialism, its periphery,

having undermined the rule of imperi-

alism in the colonial and dependent
countries....

The 0ctober Revolution has

ushered rn a new era, the era of
colonial revolutions which are being
conducted in the oppressed countries
of the world rn alliance with the
proletariat and under lhe leadership ot
the proletariat....

While shaking imperialism, the
October Revolution has at the same time created - in the first proletarian

dictatorship - a powerful and open base for the world revolutionary move-
ment, a base such as the world revolutionary movement never possessed

before and on which it now can rely. lt has created a powerful and open
centre otlhe world revolutionary movement, such as the world revolutionary

movement never possessed before and around which it now can rally and
organise a united revolutionary front of the proletarians and of the oppressed

nations of all countries against impenalism.

-Joseph Stalin, "The lnternational Character of the October Revolution"
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he Russian revolution is not
the private cause o{ the Rus-

sians; on the contrary, it is the
cause of the working class of
the whole world, the cause of
the world proletarian revo-

lution.

-Joseph Stalinj'Concerning the History of

the Bolsheviks"

Even as early as the last cen-
tury the development of
capitalism betrayed a tenden-
cy to internatronalise the
means of production and ex-
change, to eliminate national

aloofness, bringing peoples

into closer economic relatrons,

and gradually to merge ... ter-
ritories into a single connect-
ed whole.... lnasmuch as this
process was a reflection of a

colossal development of
productive forces, it was and
is a progressive process, for it
is creating the material condi-
tions for a future world so-

cialist economic system.

2. But this tendency deve-

loped in specific forms which
were completely at variance

with its intrinsic historical sig-

nificance. The interdepend-
ence of peoples and the economic amalgamation of territories arose in
the course of development of capitalism not as a result of the collabora-
tion of peoples enjoying equal status, but by means of the subjugation
of certain peoples by others, by means of the oppression and exploita-
tion of less developed peoples by more developed peoples. Colonial plun-

der and annexations, national oppression and inequality, imperialist
violence and arbitrary rule, colonial slavery and national inequality, and

finally, the struggle between the "civilised" nations for mastery over the
"uncivilised" peoples - such were the forms in which the process of
economic amalgamation of peoples took place. For this reason we find
that side by side with the tendency to amalgamation there grew up a ten-
dency to destroy the violent forms assumed by this amalgamation, a strug-
gle for the emancipation of the oppressed colonies and dependent
nationalities from the imperialist yoke. lnasmuch as the latter tendency
implied a revolt of the oppressed masses against imperialist forms of amal-
gamation, inasmuch as it demanded the amalgamation of peoples on the
basis of collaboration and voluntary union, it was and is a progressive

tendency, for it is creating the psychological condition for the future world
socialist economic t"tu',or.rn 

starin, 
,,Nationar Facrors n parry and srare ,everopment,,
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Shanghai communist militia, 1927. Due to a wrong line prevailing in the CCP, the com-Shangnal communlst mllrtra, l9zl. uue to a wrong lrne prevarlrng ln tne uur, tne com-
munists were disarmed and suffered serious setbacks. It was Mao who summed up the ex-
perience and charted the path to the Chinese Revolution, leading the Party to victory

On the walls of a Spanish village during the Civil War: "Long Live Russia"
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German revolutionaries who came to fight with the International Women undergoing weapons training during the Spanish Civil War
Brigades during the Spanish Civil War

A member of the International Brigades in the Spanish Civil War relates: "Now the line was decimated, there was nothing between us
and the lascists but disorganised groups of weary war-wrecked men.. I saw another IRA comrade, Jock Cunningham, assembling a small
crowd, we hurried up, ioined forces.... The crowd behind us was marching silently.... I remembered a trick of the old days when we were
holding banned demonstrations in lreland. I lerked my head back, "Sing up ye sons of guns!" Quavering at first, then more lustily, the
song arose from the ranks - lhe Internationale boomed out over the ruined countryside.

"On we marched nearer the front; stragglers in retreat stopped in amazement, then turned around and ioined us, cheered, the song
continued. I looked back; behind the forest of upraised fists, what an unkempt band! 'Manuel, what's the Spanish word for forward?' 'Adelante!'
he yells back. 'Adelante!'we shout in a half-dozen foreign accents."
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The Third International was active in many sharp battles of workers during the lg30s. Above, striking truckdrivers Iight police in Minnea-
polis, USA in 1934.

Women undergoing weapons training during the Spanish Civil War
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The inhabitants ol Moscow dig trenches in preparation for the German attack in 1941.
Under Stalin's leadership, the workers and peasants of the USSR overcame overwhelm-
ing odds, stopped and finally crushed the German Army and saved the world's first
socialist state.

The Eighth Route Army, under the leadership ol the Chinese Communist Party and
Mao Tsetung, enter Canton in 1945.

ur ISoviet] republic is the cherished
child of the world proletariat. There

can be no doubt that had our work-
ing class not been supported by the
working class in the capitalist coun-
tries it would not have been able to
retain power; it would not have se-

cured the c0nditions for Socialist con-
struction, and, hence, would not have

achieved the successes that it has

achieved. lnternational ties between
the working class of the USSR and

the workers of the capitalist countries;

the fraternal alliance between the
workers of the USSR and the workers

of all countries - this rs one of the

cornerstones of the strength and

might of the Republic of Soviets. The

workers in the West say that the
working class of the USSR is the
shock brigade of the world proletari-

at. This is very good. lt shows that the

world proletariat is prepared to con-
tinue rendering all the support it can

to the working class of the USSR. But

this imposes a very serious duty upon

us. This means that we must prove

by our work that we deserve the
honourable title of shock brigade of
the proletarians of all countries.

- Joseph Stalin, "Beport to the 17th Congress of the
CPSU( B)"
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The hammer-and-sickle flies over Berlin as the city falls to the Soviet Red
Army on May First, 1945.

he warriors of the Red Army at Stalingrad have
performed prodigies of heroism which will af-
fect the destiny of mankind. They are the sons

and daughters of the october Bevolution. The

banner of the October Revolution is invincible,
and all the forces of fascism are doomed to ex-

tinction.

- l\.4a0 Tsetung,"ln Celebration of theTwenly-Fifth Anniver-

sary of the October Bevolution," November 1942

orld War ll cannot be considered a mere
repetition of World War l, for, even if the
same murderous logic of the capitalist
system was responsible for it, it was a

complex combination of contradictions.
At its beginning in 1939 it was, as Mao
then pointed out "unjust, predatoryand

imperialist in character." But a major
change with global implications took
place when Hitler's Germany turned his
troops on the Soviet Union. This just war
on the part of the Soviet Union drew the
support and sympathy of the working
class and oppressed peoples the world
over who were greatly inspired by the
heroic resistance of the Red Army and the
Soviet working class and people. This
was no mere sympathy for a victim of ag-
gression but the profound conviction that
the defence of the Soviet Union was also
the defence of the socialist base area of
the world revolution.

- Declaration of the Rll\il

Revolutionary partisans hang Mussolini and 16 other fascists
in the Piazza Loreto in Milan.
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n the fight for complete liberation, the oppressed
people rely first of all on their own struggle and then,
and only then, on international assistance. The peo-
ple who have triumphed in their own revolution
should help those still struggling for liberation. This
is our internationalist duty.

- lt4ao Tsetung, Tak wrth African frends (Aug 8, 1963)

s for the relations between the imperialist countries
and ourselves, "they are among us and we are

among them". We support the people's revolution
in their countries and they conduct subversive acti-
vities in ours. We have our men in their midst, that
rs, the communists, the revolutronary workers, far-

mers and intellectuals, and the progressives in their
countries. They have their men in our midst, and in
China for rnstance, they have among us many peo-
ple from the bourgeoisie and the democratic parties

and also the landlord class.
l\4ao Tsetung, "Talks al the Con'ference of Party Committee

secreta ries"

'. .

\

"The Chinese people have stood up" - Mao Tsetung

Women students at Yenan base area
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Nanking, 1949. Celebration of entrance of Chinese
revolutionary army.
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hat kind of spirit is this that makes a foreigner self-
lessly adopt the cause of the Chinese people's liber-

ation as hrs own? lt is the spirit of internationalism,
the spirit of communism, from which every Chinese
Communist must learn.... We must unite with the
proletariat of all the capitalist countries, with the
proletariat of Japan, Britain, the United States, Ger-

many, ltaly and all other capitalist countries, before
it is possible to overthrow imperialism, to liberate our
rration and people, and to liberate the other nations
and peoples of the world. This is our international-
ism, the internationalism with which we oppose both
narrow nationalism and narrow patriotrsm.

It4ao Tsetung, "ln Memory of Norman Bethune"

he Chinese and Korean comrades should unite
as closely as brothers, go through thick and thin
together, stick together in life and death and fight
to the end to defeat their common enemy. The

Chinese comrades must consider Korea's cause

as their own and the commanders and fighters
must be instructed to cherish every hill, every
river, every tree and every blade 0f grass in Korea

and take not a needle or a single thread from the
Korean people, just the way we feel about our
own country and treat our own people. This is

the political basis for winning victory. So long as

we act this way, final victory will be assured.

- llao Tsetung Vol. 5

Chinese volunteers going to fight U.S. imperialism in Korea. Ten times more Chinese
volunteered than could be sent, as the Chinese masses mobilised to support Korea, as
they would again, later, to support Vietnam in the midst of the Cultural Revolution.
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f woutO like to say a few words about the Twentieth Congress

I of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. I think there

I are two "swords": one is Lenin and the other Stalin. The
lsword of Stalin has now been discarded by the Russians.

Gomulka and some people in Hungary have picked it up to
stab at the Soviet Union and oppose so-called Stalinism. The

Communist Parties of many European countries are also
criticising the Soviet Union, and their leader is Togliatti. The

imperialists also use this sword to slay people with. Dulles,
for instance, has brandished it for some time. This sword has

not been lent out, it has been thrown out. We Chinese have
not thrown it away. First, we protect Stalin, and, second,
we at the same time criticize his mistakes, and we have writ-
ten the article "0n the Historical Experience of the Dictator-
ship of the Proletariat." Unlike some people who have tried
to defame and destroy Stalin, we are acting in accordance
with objective reality.

As for the sword of Lenin, hasn't it too been discarded

to a certain extent by some Soviet leaders? ln my view, it
has been discarded to a considerable extent. ls the October
Revolution still valid? Can it still serve as the example for all

countries? Khrushchev's report at the Twentieth Congress

of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union says it is possi-

ble to seize state power by the parliamentary road, that is

to say, it is no longer necessary for all countries to leain f rom
the October Revolution. 0nce this gate is opened, by and
large Leninism is thrown away.

- N,4ao Tsetung, "Speech at the Second Plenary Session of the Eighth Central Commit
tee of the Communist Party of China "

Joseph Stalin and Mao Tsetung, at a meeting in Moscow in 1950
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ccordrng to Marxism-Leninism and proletarian rn-

ternationalism, every socialist country which has

achieved victory in its revolution must actively
support and assist the liberation struggles of the
oppressed nati0ns. The socialist countries must
become base areas for supporting and develop-

ing the revolution of the oppressed nations and
peoples throughout the world, form the closest

alliance with them and carry the proletarian world
revolution through to completion.But the lead-

ers of the CPSU virtually regard the victory of
socialism in one country or several countries as

the end of the proletarian world revolution. They
want to subordinate the national liberation revo-

lution to their general line of peaceful coexistence
and to the national rnterests of thejr own country.

- Central Committee of Chinese Communist Party, Apo ogists of Neo

Colonialism

8 February 1967: there were two weeks of fierce demonstrations in
front of the Soviet Embassy in Peking

"ln 1963 the publication of A
Proposal Concerning the General
Line of the International Com-
munist Mouemenf (the 2$point let-
ter) was an all-round and public
condemnation of revisionism and
a call to the genuine Marxist-
Leninists of all countries. The con-
temporary Marxist-Leninist move-
ment has as its origin this historic
appeal and the polemics that ac-
companied it....

"Through these polemics Mao
and the Chinese Communist Party
encouraged the Marxist-Leninists
to split from the revisionists and
form new proletarian revolution-
ary parties. The polemics
represented a radical rupture with
modern revisionism and a suffi-
cient basis for the Marxist-Leninists
to go forward into battle."

- from lhe Declaration of the
ReDolutionary Internationalist
Mouement

A PROPOSAL CONCERNING
THE GENERAL LINE

OF THE INTERNATIONAL
COMMUNIST MOVEMENT
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Chinese poster of a sculpture from the Cultural Revolution expressing international solidarity with African liberation struggles. The writing
says: Resolutely Support the Struggle of the African People Against Colonialism and Racial Discrimination!

eople of the world, unite and defeat
the U.S. aggressors and therr running

dogsl People of the world, be coura-
geous, dare to fight, defy difficulties
and advance wave upon wave. Then

the whole world will belong to the
people. Monsters of all kinds shall be

destroyed.

- l\lao Tsetung, "Statement Supporting the People of
the Congo (1.) Against U.S. Aggression," l9M

. S. imperialism invaded China's terri-
tory of Taiwan and has occupied it for
the past nine years. A short while ago
it sent its armed forces to invade and
occupy Lebanon. The United States
has set up hundreds of military bases

in many countries all over the world.
China's territory of Taiwan, Lebanon
and all military bases of the United
States on foreign soil are so many
nooses around the neck of U.S. im-
perialism. The nooses have been

fashioned by the Americans them-
selves and by nobody else, and it is

they themselves who have put these
nooses round their own necks, hand-

ing the ends of the ropes to the
Chinese people, the peoples of the
Arab countries, and all the peoples of
the world who love peace and oppose

aggression" The longer the U.S. ag-
gressors remarn in those places, the
tighter the nooses round their necks

will become.

l\.4a0 Tsetung
Mao with Latin American visitors.



During the Cultural Revolution, the masses rose up to seize power back
from the capitalist roaders in those areas where they had entrenched
themselves and to advance the revolution in China as part of the world
revolution. Demonstrations were numerous in solidarity with the peo-
ple of Africa, Asia and Latin America and with rebellions within the im-
perialist countries.
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e have won great victory. But the defeated class
will still struggle. These people are still around
and this class still exists. Therefore we cannot
speak of final victory. Not even for decades. We
must not lose our vigilance. According to the
Leninist viewpoint, the final victory of a socialist
country not only requires the efforts of the
proletariat and the broad masses of the people

at home, but also involves the victory of the world
revolution and the abolition of the system of ex-
ploitation of man by man over the whole globe,
upon which all mankind will be emancipated.
Therefore it is wrong to speak lightly of the final
victory of the revolution in our c0untry; it runs

counter to Leninism and does not conform to
facts.

lVao Tsetung, quoled in gth Congress Party Report

aprtalism and the capjtalist system "are in the
sunset, breathing their last, and may die at any
moment." 0n the other hand, Communism and
the Communist social system are spreading to the
whole world like overwhelming waves and thun-
ders and are in their wonderful prime of life.

Mao Tsetung, cited in Report to the Central Study Class, by Wang
Hung-wen, 1974

T.rutureis bright, the road is torturous.
Mao Tsetung

f China's leadership is usurped by revisionists in
the future, the Marxist-Leninists of all countries
should resolutely expose and fight them and help
the working class and masses of China to com-
bat such revisionism.

- Vlao lsetung, 1965
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Chiang Ching and Chang Chun-chao, leaders of the Cultural Revolution and the foremost
representatives in China of Mao's line after his death. They were arrested by the revisionists in
1976, and heroically upheld the banner of Mao Tsetung and the Cultural Revolution. At their
triat, Chiang Ching contemptuously told the revisionists, "It is not I, but your small gang which is
on trial in the court of historv."

s the Second lnternational Conference of Marxist-Leninist Parties and
0rganisations celebrates its victorious conclusion, it is correct and
necessary that we send the greetings of the Conference to the
proletarian revolutionaries in China and their foremost representa-

tives, Comrade Chiang Ching and Comrade Chang Chun-chiao, who
are holding aloft the red banner of proletarian revolution and com-
munism in the face of bitter defeat."Comrades, the heroic struggle
that you waged under the leadership of Comrade Mao Tsetung, the

Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, can never be obliterated....
Those blustering reactionaries who believe they have permanently

buried proletarian revolution await a surprise.

0ur comrades in China are an integral part of the genuine interna-
tional communist movement today and we are confident that when
an lnternational of a new type is formed based on Marxism-Leninism-

Mao Tsetung Thought, they will be occupying a place of honour.
The words of Mao Tsetung contrnue to ring true today: "The future
is bright, the road is tortuous".

l\,4essage of the Second Internatronal Conference, 1984

@."r:ff#
i5a;[$!!

sJUrl.urtf
et8,.r llh! et!4&t, r-<
r &8-/,L.jA,a,tc,,;4

.i 4r+LNdb,f,.'e,-

,c4r,Lr4.-+48e..rn,)-'itr144\
4-)t-4.#lrt*a

ttVla*, i,\
;- #FJ't

e,'rF+ *, e,t
@-4aL!*nr*J t#rt,t

eL#i,t
b8a,\

**;8i,\
w#-tL'.,-4*'

J t-* *ts j1\4t&;P.r4
-b.- '- 

dia,
r&-.,t&!#i{4rrt

bb,*o,

l. Punjabi 12. English (lndian )
2. Italian 13. Spanish (Spain)
3. Farsi 14. Spanish (U.S.)
4.Hindi 15. Spanish (Peru)
5. French 16. Spanish (Colombia)
6.Chinese 17. Turkish
T.Malayalam l8.Tamil
8.Bengali 19. Arabic
9. Cr6ole 20. Danish

10. German 21. Kurdish
11. English (U.S. edition)

21.

Dolda.tho tfi d..r
B@l0lbE.

lnlffi lordlril6ka Ba606ls

t

20.

19.

.,L-
r:!d'Y!J'oJE!

18.

qt(t c

d.lorts

8{&jed

r'r&d



57

Central Reorganisation Committee,
Communist Party of India (Marxist-Leninist)*

Ceylon Communist Party
Communist Collective of Agit/Prop [taly]
Communist Committee of Trento fitaly]

Communist Party of Bangladesh (Marxist-Leninist) [BSD-(M-L)]
Communist Party of Colombia (Marxist-Leninist),

Mao Tsetung Regional Committee
Communist Party of Peru

Communist Party of Turkey/Marxist-Leninist
Haitian Revolutionary Internationalist Group

Nepal Communist Party [Mashal]
New Zealand Red Flag Group

Organisation of Marxist-Leninists of Tunisia**
Revolutionary Internationalist Contingent [Britain]

Proletarian Communist Organisation, Marxist-Leninist fltaly]
Proletarian Party of Purba Bangla (PBSP) [Bangladesh]

Revolutionary Communist Group of Colombia
Revolutionary Communist Party, USA

Revolutionary Communist Union [Dominican Republic]
Union of Iranian Communists (Sarbedaran)

The Declaration of the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement has been printed in over 20
languages. Not shown here: Guiarati, Nepalese, Japanese and Kannada
a The Information Bureau of the RIM has announced the merger of the Leading Committee,
RCPI with the CRC, CPI (M-L) in 1987.
* * The Information Bureau of the RIM has announced that the Organisation of Marxist-Leninists of
Tunisia has been accepted as a signatory of lhe Declaration ol the Revolutionary Internationalist
Movement and as a participating organisation of the RIM.

13.16.t7.
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Poster done by revolutionary prisoners in Peru. Writing says: Long live the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement!

he advance of the struggle in Peru today is of great importance in the context of today's situation in the interna-
tional communist movement and the revolutionary movement in general....

The Second lnternational Conference of Marxist-Leninist Parties and Organisations calls on the participants

in the Revolutionary lnternationalist Movement, on all genuine communist forces, to actively take up support
for the New Democratic Revolution in Peru under the leadership of the Communist Party of Peru and its Chair-

man, Comrade Gonzalo - Message of the 2nd lnternational Conference to the Communist Party of Peru, March 1984



Foruvqrd Along the Path
Chafied by

Poster issued by the Committee of the RIM as part of its internation-
al campaign to celebrate the twentieth anniversary of the Cultural
Revolution and mark ten years since the death of Mao Tsetung and
the on-going fight against the revisionists who seized power immedi-
ately thereafter.

Press conference, London, 12 March 1984. Representatives of the
Ceylon Communist Party, the Revolutionary Communist Party, USA
and the Turkish Communist Party, M-L sit in front of bright red ban-
ner of 2nd lnternational Conference bearing portraits of Marx, En-
gels, Lenin, Stalin and Mao and the slogan "The proletariat has
nothing to lose but their chains, they have a world to win!" written
in different languages. The representatives gave presentations and
presented resolutions ol the Second International Conference and
held a question and answer period,
L. to r: Dalal Kamaci of TKP,/ML,
N. Sanmugathasan, founding member
of CCP and now general secretary,
Carl Dix. RCP.USA.
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he communist movement is, and can only be, an

international movement, lndeed the very launching
of scientific socialism, ihe Communist Manifesto,
declared "Workers of all countries, unitel" With the
success of the 0ctober Bevolution, the formation of
the Communist lnternational and the subsequent
spreading of Marxism-Leninism to every corner of
the globe, the international unity of the working class

took on an even more profound meaning.
Today, in the midst of profound crisis in the ranks

of MarxistLeninists, the need for international unity
and the need for a new international organisation are

urgently felt.
ln building up its own organisation on a global

level, the international proletariat has accumulated
both positive and negative experience. The concept
of world party and the resultant overcentralisation
of the Comintern should be evaluated so that appro-
priate lessons from the period can be drawn as well
as from the positive achievements of the First,
Second and Third lnternationals. lt also is necessary
to evaluate the overreaction of the Communist Party
of China to the negative aspects of the Comintern
that led them to refuse to play the necessary leading
role in building up the organisational unity of the
Marxist-Leninist lorces at the international level.

At the present juncture of world history, the inter-
national proletariat has to take up the challenge of
forming its own organisation, an lnternational of a

new type based on Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung
Thought, assimilating the valuable experience of the
past. And this goal must be boldly proclaimed before
the international proletariat and the oppressed of the
world with the same revolutionary daring of our pre-

decessors from the Communards of Paris to the pro-

letarian rebels of Shanghai who dared to storm
heaven and resolved to d0 the "impossible" - build
a COmmUniSt Wofld, - Dectaration of rhe RIM

he constitution of the Revolutionary lnternationalist
Movement, based on the higher level of ideological
and political unity of Marxist-Leninists achieved
through principled struggle, represents an extremely
important step for the international communist move-
ment. But the need to race to catch up with the
objective developments in the world is still apparent.
The revolutionary struggle of the masses of the peo-
ple in all countries is crying out for genuine revolu-
tionary leadership. The genuine Marxist-Leninist
forces, in individual countries and on a world scale,

have the responsibility to provide such leadership even as they continue to strug-
gle to solidify and raise the level of their unity. ln this way the correct ideological
and political line will bring forward new soldiers and will become an ever more
powerful material force in the world. The words of lhe Communist Manifesto ring
out all the more clearly today: "The proletarians have nothing to lose but their
chains. They have a world to win." - Dectarution ot the RtM
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Advonces ond Questions

in Wor

ogoinst

the

Ethiopion Government
By a contributor to lhe Revolutionary Worker*

Over the past year, the political
and military situation facing the
Soviet-backed regime in Ethiopia
has seriously deteriorated. This has
raised the possibility that the
Dergue, the military junta ruling
Ethiopia, could fall or suffer seri-
ous splits, sparking major realign-
ments and conflicts in the strategic
Horn of Africa where both the
U.S.- and Soviet-led imperialist
blocs have their claws deeply
embedded.

In the wake of major battlefield
victories by the armed insurgents in
Eritrea and in the northern Ethio-
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The Revolutionary Worker is the
voice of the Revolutionary Com-
munist Party, USA

pian provinces of Tigray, Gonder
and Wollo in which the Ethiopian
army suffered heavy casualties in
the spring and summer of 1988, the
regime responded by declaring a
''state of emergency" and unleash-
ing a major assault on the civilian
population, but it has so far failed
to decisively reverse its defeats.
Meanwhile, the Soviet social-
imperialists have continued their
military and political support for
the Dergue, while the Western pow-
ers prop up the regime economical-
ly and manoeuvre to bring Ethiopia
fully back under their control. And
as millions in Eritrea and Ethiopia
face the recurring threat of famine,
control over the distribution of food
aid has become a major weapon
both in this imperialist contention

and in the Dergue's attacks on the
people.

Rebel Victories

After years of relative stalemate
between the rebel forces and Ethio-
pian government troops occupying
Eritrea, in March 1988 the armed
forces of the Eritrean People's
Liberation Front (EPLF) broke
through the Dergue's lines on the
Nacfa front. The Ethiopian army
suffered a devastating military
reversal €N, according to press
reports, the EPLF killed or cap-
tured over 20,000 government
troops. The insurgents also cap-
tured three Soviet military advisers
and a major chunk of the Dergue's
military arsenal: fifty tanks, over
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100 military vehicles, and many
rockets, artillery, and light arms
and ammunition. Ethiopian troops
fled their positions in disarray at
several points along the battle front,
with many reportedly deserting.

At the same time, the popular in-
surgency in northern Ethiopia was
also dealing major blows at the
reactionary regime. In late March
liberation fighters in Tigray under
the leadership of the Tigray Peo-
ple's Liberation Front (TPLF) took

the two major towns of Axum and
Adwa in Tigray province. And in
Wollo province, fighters from the
multi-national Ethiopian People's
Democratic Movement (EPDM)
reportedly defeated two battalions
of government troops.

Since then the Dergue has retaken
a number of towns in Eritrea and
northern Ethiopia, but the Ethiopi-
an army has hardly regained the in-
itiative. In Tigray, for example, the
rebel fighters evacuated major

towns as the government forces
were approaching and then staged
a surprise attack in which they killed
or captured an estimated 19,000 ad-
ditional government troops. And in
July the TPLF reported putting
another 8,000 government troops
out of action in battles along the
Dansha front.

In response to these dramatic
military setbacks, the Dergue had to
desperately scramble. In April the

(Continued to page 62)
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The Horn of Africo:

By a contributor to the Revolutionary Vl/orker
Ethiopia is an oppressed country imperialist occupations and machi-

dominated by imperialism and is it- nations. Thus it is generally the case
self a kind of "prison house of na- that within the state borders of
tions". Its history has been one of countries oppressed by imperialism,
brutal oppression against the oppressed nations, national inequal-
Tigrayan, Oromo and other peo- ity and ruthless national oppression
ples. And in the 1950s Ethiopia took exist. In our era, the national ques-
over Eritrea with the backing of the tion has ceased to be an internal
imperialist powers. This history question of single countries and has
provides the basis for the crucial become subordinate to the general
role of the national question and the question of the world proletarian
issue of self-determination in the revolution, hence its thoroughgoing
Ethiopian revolution and has called resolution has become directly de-
into existence the strong national- pendent on the struggle against im-
democratic movements that are now perialism. Within this context
shaking the region. Marxist-Leninists should uphold the

Correctly understanding and right of self-determination of op-
resolving the national question, wi- pressed nations in the multi-
thinthe context of theoverall strug- national semi-colonial states." (p.
gle against imperialism and local 37)
reaction under the leadership of a The Horn of Africa first assumed
proletarian party (or parties) led by great importance for the imperialist
Marxism- Leninism-Mao Tsetung powers after the opening of the Suez
Thought, is key to advancing the Canal in 1869, and ever since then
new-democratic and then socialist the region has been a battleground
revolution in the Horn. As the of contending imperialists. The
Declaration of the Revolutionary modern Ethiopian state took shape
Internationalist Movemenl points in the 1890s and was as much the
out: product of modern imperialism as

"Due to the establishment of a was every other state in Africa. Un-
central state structure prior to the der the reign of Abyssinian
process of capitalist development, monarch Menelik II, power passed
semi (or neo) colonial countries, in decisively into the hands of Amhara
the main, have multi-national social feudal lords and the bloody con-
formations within them; in a large quest of the Oromo and other na-
number of cases these states have tionalities was accomplished with
been created by the imperialists the use of European advisers and
themselves. Furthermore, the bord- great quantities of modern firearms
ers of these states have been deter- provided by the French, ltalians,
mined as a consequence of British and Portuguese.

The French imperialists' ambition
was to extend their holdings from
"French West Africa" across the
continent to Djibouti. The British
imperialists, who had effectively oc-
cupied Egypt, hungered for a Brit-
ish dominion stretching from "the
Cape to Cairo". The dreams of
these two plundering jackals collid-
ed precisely in Ethiopia. Since
neither was in a position to decisive-
ly oust the other, the British and the
French signed a treaty in 1888 to
"protect the independence" of
Ethiopia. Menelik took full advan-
tage of the imperialist rivalries to
press south and east, overrunning
the Oromos, Somalis, Afars and
others. These peoples were subject-
ed to forced conversion to Chris-
tianity and the mandatory use of the
Amharic language. In the newly
conquered regions, two-thirds of
the land was immediately confiscat-
ed and turned over to Amhara
lords, while the remaining one-third
was left for the indigenous popula-
tion and dominated by local rulers
who had collaborated with the Am-
hara conquest. Meanwhile the
French, British and Italians
proceeded to divide up the coasts of
Eritrea and Somalia among
themselves.

Following the Second World War
the United States quickly moved to
replace Britain as the dominant im-
perialist power in the Horn, seeing
control of Ethiopia as key for U.S.
domination of this strategic area
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overall. Menelik's successor, Em-
peror Haile Selassie, proved a loyal
regional gendarme for U.S. imperi
alism. Ethiopia was made a charter
member of the United Nations and
a loyal U.S. vote. In 1953 the U.S.
and Ethiopia signed a mutual
defence pact and U.S. military ad-
visers replaced the British in train-
ing the Ethiopian army.

Nowhere was U.S. imperialist
domination more blatant than in the
1952 forced "federation" of Eritrea
into Ethiopia. During the war the
British had dropped leaflets on
Eritrea promising independence if
the Eritreans would help expel the
Italians. Yet as soon as the war was
won, the British pushed for a parti-
tion of Eritrea between the Western
colonial powers. At the United Na-
tions, however, the U.S. proposed
a federation with U.S.-dominated
Ethiopia as an alternative to either
partition or independence for
Eritrea. As U.S. Secretary of State
John Foster Dulles put it with im-
perialist arrogance: "From the
point of view of justice, the opin-
ions of the Eritrean people must
receive consideration. Nevertheless,
the strategic interests of the United
States in the Red Sea basin and con-
siderations of security and world
peace make it necessary that the
country has to be linked with our
ally, Ethiopia." As a token of grati-
tude for being given Eritrea, Haile
Selassie sent a battalion of his im-
perial bodyguard to fight with U.S.
forces in Korea.

In 1974 a wide spectrum of Ethio-
pian society rose in a mighty storm
and toppled the Haile Selassie re-
gime. This followed a massive fa-
mine in Tigray and Wollo provinces
in 1973 in which oYer one million
perished. Even the educated elite
were infuriated when the emperor
not only completely failed to pro-
vide emergency assistance but even
tried to keep the existence of the fa-
mine a secret from the rest of the
world and international relief agen-
cies. There was a breakdown in the
military, exhausted and demoral-
ized from the reactionary wars to
put down rebellions of the Oromo
and Somali people in Bale Province
and the Eritrean struggle in the
north. Soldiers revolted, took over
the city of Asmara in Eritrea, and

began broadcasting their demands
over the radio to the whole country.
Within weeks students at Haile
Selassie University were on strike,
unions called a general strike and
100,000 Moslems marched through
the capital demanding equality in
religion. The emperor, in an un-
precedented sign of weakness, ac-
cepted the resignation of his prime
minister and promised a range of
concessions to the opposition. The
new prime minister formed a "coor-
dinating committee" of reliable
military officers which occupied the
capital with troops. Thus the Der-
gue, which means "committee" in
the Amharic language, was formed.

In the ensuing struggle the Der-
gue moved to crush the popular up-
rising, killing over 30,000
opponents in 1976-1978, according
to Amnesty International. Between
December 1977 and February 1978
alone, the army murdered some
10,000 people, mostly rebellious
students, and finally consolidated
its rule. Through a series of inter-
nal purges, the Dergue eventually
took its present form, headed by the
U.S.-trained Lt. Col. Mengistu H.
Mariam.

The year 1977 also witnessed a
sudden shift in the military and po-
litical alignments in the Horn of
Africa. The Soviet social-
imperialists struck a deal with the
Dergue, abandoning their phoney
"support" for the Eritrean libera-
tion struggle and dropping their
praises of "socialism" in Somalia.
Soon Lt. Col. Mengistu began call-
ing himself a "Marxist-Leninist"
and Soviet-bloc military hardware
and advisers began pouring into
Ethiopia. The U.S. lost its signifi-
cant political and military influence
in Ethiopia and turned to backing
the reactionary Siad Barre regime in
Somalia to maintain a foothold in
the Horn.

The Dergue's Soviet-supplied ar-
maments and new-found "so-
cialist" rhetoric allowed it to
consolidate its rule and drown the
popular rebellion in blood. But its
recent military defeats and the
deepening economic and political
problems have presented the Dergue
with the most profound crisis of its
bloody reign.

tr

Ethiopio
(Continued from page 61)

Ethiopian government suddenly
dropped previous preconditions and
signed a truce in the long-running
border conflict with its southern
neighbor, Somalia, in order to free
up soldiers and materiel for the
Eritrean and northern Ethiopian
fronts. Although Mengistu, the
head of the Dergue, had previously
refused even to admit publicly that
there were any armed rebellions in
Eritrea or among the oppressed na-
tionalities in Ethiopia, in May he
announced that the government was
in a "life-and-death struggle" with
the rebels and called for a national
mobilisation. Thousands of raw
recruits were sent to the north and
a state of emergency declared in
Eritrea and Tigray. Mengistu also
reacted to the military defeats with
a shakeup in the military high com-
mand, executing and demoting top
generals who were blamed for the
defeats.

The Ethiopian army is continuing
to prepare for a major new offen-
sive against the liberation forces.
According to the EPLF, the Soviet
Union has replaced most of the
equipment lost in last year's defeats,
and the Dergue has gone shopping
for further military supplies from
North Korea and East Germany.
But by all accounts the government
has had difficulty reasserting its
control over most of the territory it
lost. Indeed, the EPLF reported
that their forces inflicted another
5,000 casualties in renewed battles
with government troops in late
January and early February of this
year.

The Dergue is now confronted
with the nightmarish prospect of the
kind of turmoil which overthrew
Haile Selassie in 1974 and which
they themselves rode to power. At
that time a series of famines and
military defeats sparked massive
popular unrest and open revolt wi-
thin the military. (See accompany-
ing article.)

The Dergue has tried to mask its
reactionary character and growing
instability by declaring themselves
the leaders of a phoney "Marxist-
Leninist" party, the "Workers
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Party of Ethiopia". In 1987 they
proclaimed the "People's Republic
of Ethiopia" amidst extravagant
fanfare in the capital city of Addis
Abba, even as massive famine was
threatening the lives of millions in
the countryside. Now, however, the
"revolutionary" rhetoric that has
helped keep the Dergue in power is
wearing very thin.

Food as a Weapon

Recurring famines and the threat
of massive starvation have fanned
widespread discontent against the
Ethiopian government. Recognising
this, the U.S. and other Western-
bloc countries have consistently
used their control over food relief
to pressure the Dergue to break with
the Soviets. The Dergue itself has a
sordid record of using food as a
weapon against the people and the
rebel armies. The government has
long worked to prevent safe passage
of food aid to rebel-held areas. But
in April 1988, as a major new
drought threatened the people, the
Dergue ordered all relief agencies to
leave even areas controlled by the
government forces.

According to a report at the time
inthe Christian Science Monitor on
the famine situation: "Of three mil-
lion at risk, more than two million
are now in rebel-held areas. There
is a special concern for these peo-
ple because all along the Ethiopian
government has allowed relief food
to be distributed only in govern-
ment-held areas. Those areas have
shrunk dramatically as a result of
military advances by the Eritrean
People's Liberation Front and the
Tigray People's Liberation Front....
[I]t is clear that war has taken pri-
ority as the government fights to
recapture territory lost to the rebels
this year. A mass mobilisation is un-
derway to get troops to the north-
ern fronts where war has been
raging for 27 years. A top Ethiopi-
an aid official said full relief oper-
ations would not resume until these
areas 'are cleaned of bandit ac-
tivity'."

The Dergue also had an even
more sinister motive for expelling
the relief agencies from the rural
areas. As an official of the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red Cross

in Africa pointed out, "No one will
be a witness to the way the war is
conducted." Unleashing wanton
terror on the civilian population,
the Dergue is using napalm and
cluster bombs in Eritrea and Tigray,
killing and maiming thousands. Ac-
cording to the EPLF, an estimated
400 civilians were killed in the
government's bombing of the
Eritrean town of Sheib on May 12.
The TPLF reported that on June
22, N4IG fighters bombed the town
of Hauzien in central Tigray at the
height of market day, killing over
600 people and wounding hundreds
more.

While this death and destruction
has been carried out with Soviet-
supplied weaponry, the U.S. and its
allies are hardly innocent bystanders
in these crimes. For years the U.S.
has tacitly backed the Dergue's poli-
cy of "starving the rebellion" by al-
lowing most Western food relief to
go through government-controlled
channels. The U.S has also support-
ed the Dergue's policy of
"resettling" peasants from the
north to government-controlled
regions in an effort to deprive the
rebels of civilian support.

Recently, as part of increasing the
West's "carrot and stick" pressure
on the Dergue, some food relief has
gone to agencies operating in rebel-
controlled areas. But in contrast to
some other countries where the U.S.
has worked to topple pro-Soviet re-
gimes, its main strategy in Ethiopia
has been to try to pressure and woo
the Dergue, or elements within it,
back into the Western bloc. Like
their Soviet rivals, the U.S. imperi-
alists see the current Ethiopian re-
gime as their best bet in averting the
complete collapse of reactionary
order in the whole region. One in-
dication of the U.S.'s continued
support of the Dergue was the
cease-fire with Somalia last April.
Given Somalia's dependency on
U.S. imperialism, it seems unlikely
that the Somali government would
have agreed to the cease-fire
without a nod of approval from
Washington.

That all this might lead to a
major new re-alignment or conflict
in the region cannot be ruled out.
In fact, in November Mengistu
made new diplomatic overtures to

the U.S. and worried out loud that
the Soviets might abandon him and
move to cut their losses in the region
through other means. It is also pos-
sible that the imperialists could
reach some sort of mutual accom-
modation even as they each
manoeuvre for greater advantage.
In early February the New York
Times quoted a U.S. State Depart-
ment official as saying, "We have
had quite an active dialogue with
the Soviets about the situation in the
Horn of Africa." Those seeking
genuine liberation should be wary
of any such imperialist-brokered
"peace agreement", which would
only be aimed at buying time for the
local reactionaries and allowing the
rival imperialist blocs to consolidate
their domination of the peoples of
the Horn.

The Revolutionary Forces

Beginning in 1961 in Eritrea and
1975 in Tigray, the armed struggle
raging in the Horn of Africa has
been the longest-running and is
presently the largest-scale liberation
war on the African continent. Yet
as the reactionary regime faces its
severest crisis and the opportunities
for unprecedented revolutionary ad-
vance are ripening, now more than
ever this armed revolutionary
warfare is marked by a glaring
weakness - the absence of a
proletarian vanguard based on
Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung
Thought.

Mao Tsetung correctly identified
the forging of the proletarian party
as the key link in building and
wielding the "three magic
weapons" crucial to the victory of
the revolution in the oppressed
countries: the party, the people's
army and the united front under the
party's leadership. Among the liber-
ation forces in the Horn of Africa,
however, despite the genuine
revolutionary heroism of many,
there has been a long history of
either liquidating the role of the
proletarian party altogether, in-
definitely postponing the struggle to
form a party, or subordinating this
struggle to the building of a united
front and an army. All these ap-
proaches have led to making the
struggle for a democratic solution to
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the national question in Ethiopia an
end in itself, rather than an integral
part of the new-democratic revolu-
tion which would sweep away im-
perialist domination and feudal
relations and prepare the ground for
advancing the revolution on the
road to communism as part of the
world revolution.

As the Declaration of the Revolu-
tionory Internationalist Movement
points out: "The key to carrying out
a new democratic revolution is the
independent role of the proletariat
and its ability, through its Marxist-
Leninist party, to establish its he-
gemony in the revolutionary strug-
gle.... [H]istory demonstrates the
bankruptcy of an'anti-imperialist
front' (or similar 'revolutionary
front') which is not led by a
Marxist-Leninist party, even when
such a front or forces within it
adopt a 'Marxist' (actually pseudo-
Marxist) colouration. While such
revolutionary formations have led
heroic struggles and even delivered
powerful blows to the imperialists
they have been proven to be ideo-
logically and organisationally in-
capable of resisting imperialist and
bourgeois influences. Even where
such forces have seized power they
have been incapable of carrying
through. a thoroughgoing revolu-
tionary transformation of society
and end up, sooner or later, being
overthrown by the imperialists or
themselves becoming a new reac-
tionary ruling power in league with
imperialists."

The history of the revolutionary
struggle in the Horn of Africa and
the objective needs facing the revo-
lution today have laid the basis for
Marxist-Leninists there to serious-
ly sum up this lesson.

The rich legacy of the interna-
tional communist movement, espe-
cially the influence of Mao Tsetung
and revolutionary China, has in
many ways left its mark on the
liberation struggle in the Horn. In
the 1960s Eritrean fighters received
political and military training in
China. Many of Mao's writings
have been translated and dissemi-
nated among the masses, and there
are numerous examples of how
aspects of Mao's military theory
have been studied and applied,
although in a piece-meal way, by the

liberation fighters. Historically, the
EPLF, TPLF and EPDM have all
emphasised self-reliance in waging
warfare and transforming the areas
under their control, and they have
declared their intention of waging
armed struggle as a war of the mass-
es. In the liberated areas there are
signs of genuine efforts at social
transformation, land redistribution,
and combatting the oppression of
women.

Yet the Marxist-Leninists have
not stepped forward to shoulder
their responsibility of developing
proletarian leadership and for-
mulating a new-democratic line and
programme capable of leading the
masses through the many twists and
turns in the struggle. This has left
the masses of all nationalities ideo-
logically and politically disarmed
and divided.

In Eritrea, for example, where
the armed liberation struggle has
gone on for almost three decades,
the revolutionary forces under the
influence of the EPLF refused to
side with supporters of Mao
Tsetung in the "great debates"
against revisionism in the 1960s and
attempted to play a centrist role
around the decisive questions con-
fronting the revolutionary move-
ment internationally. Perhaps this
was in part because the Soviet Un-
ion, in a bid to gain influence in the
Horn, was giving some diplomatic
and military support to the Eritrean
struggle at the time. But even after
the Soviets dropped their "sup-
port" for the Eritreans and em-
braced the Dergue in 1977, the
EPLF, while courageously leading
the Eritrean masses against the
Soviet-trained and equipped Ethio-
pian army, has remained unwilling
to fire polemics at the social-
imperialists and has continued to
call on the "fraternal" Soviet Un-
ion to recognise its "mistakes" and
cease support for the Dergue. The
EPLF has also publicly condemned
others who have argued for the cor-
rect analysis of the imperialist na-
ture of the Soviet Union.

Among the revolutionary forces
in Ethiopia, including supporters of
the TPLF and EPDM who came
out of the upsurge of the mid-1970s
influenced by Mao Tsetung
Thought, many have correctly iden-

tified and condemned the capitalist,
and hence imperialist, nature of the
Soviet Union and have denounced
both Western-style imperialism and
Soviet social-imperialism. Yet they
have failed to take up the science of
Marxism - Leninism - Mao Tsetung
Thought in an all-around way.
Although there have been instances
where forces have proclaimed their
intention to work towards building
a multlnational communist party in
Ethiopia, these have tended to de-
generate into the dogmato-
revisionism of the Enver Hoxha
type and falsely identified Mao
Tsetung Thought as the source of
the bourgeois-democratic and na-
tionalist deviations that have
worked against the formation of a
party.

In fact, however, the root of the
problem has been precisely the
failure to thoroughly grasp and up-
hold the contributions of Mao
Tsetung as a fundamental dividing
line, and this remains the most deci-
sive ideological question facing
Marxist-Leninists in the Horn of
Africa today. "Upholding Mao
Tsetung's qualitative development
of the science of Marxism-Leninism
represents a particularly important
and pressing question in the inter-
national movement and among
class conscious workers and other
revolutionary-minded people in the
world today. The principle involved
is nothing less than whether or not
to uphold and build upon the deci-
sive contributions to the proletari-
an revolution and the science of
Marxism-Leninism made by Mao
Tsetung. It is therefore nothing less
than a question of whether or not
to uphold Marxism-Leninism it-
self.... Without upholding and
building on Marxism-Leninism-
Mao Tsetung Thought it is not pos-
sible to defeat revisionism, imperi-
alism and reaction in general."
(Declaration of the RIM, pp. 14-15)

The recent impressive military
victories by the liberation fighters
reveal the tremendous potential for
developing a powerful people's war
under the leadership of a proletari-
an party (or parties) in the Horn of
Africa and uniting the oppressed of
all nationalities in their common
struggle against national oppression
and imperialist domination. n
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Why Perestroiko?

By Sunil*

Perestroika and glasnost have be-
come favourite topics of discussion
in even the most fashionable bour-
geois circles. It is reported that Am-
bani, the upcoming comprador
tycoon, is even planning to "sell"
Gorbachev on Indian TV! Bour-
geois analysts have triumphantly
seen the "historic defeat" of com-
munism and the victory of capitalist
profit-seeking competition and the
democracy which goes with it in
Gorbachev's rise to power. At the
other end of the spectrum, neorevi-
sionists like Deng's chelas [disciples

- Al.l/Ttn have been enthused by
the return of a "human look social-
ism" and "Leninist" norms. As for
the old-time revisionists like the
CPM and the CPI, they are once
again in a fix. As usual they are
faced with the nasty task of
fabricating explanations which
justify both Gorbachev and their
own positions of the past. And as
usual the bourgeois politicians have
found it a good weapon to ridicule
them.

In this whole debate, all the par-
ticipants have been very careful to
avoid any mention of the critique
and exposure of the capitalist nature
of the Soviet Union made by Mao
Tsetung more than two decades
ago. Obviously, even mentioning

* From the Indian Marxist-Leninist
newspaper Mass Line, September
1988 - January 1989

this is risky for them because peres-
troika is no longer just an internal
development in the Soviet Union -today it has been elevated, along
with all its other features, into a
weapon of the bourgeoisie through-
out the world to attack and discredit
revolution and communism. Hence
it is in their interest to cover up the
nature of the development which
had already taken place in the
Soviet Union since Khrushchev
seized power. It is in their interest
to present the recent developments
in the Soviet Union as a break with
socialism initiated by Gorbachev
alone.

But this is far from true. Apart
from the unbroken continuity of the
capitalist content of Gorbachev's
reforms from Khrushchev's time
onwards, even the measures he is
proposing, such as the maximisa-
tion of profit as the central goal of
economic activity, giving free play
to market forces to ensure this and
using capitalist cost accounting
methods and reforming the price
structure to support this measure,
all date back to the 1960s. Hungary,
in the Soviet bloc, has already im-
plemented such measures long ago
and has "progressed" to such an ex-
tent that income tax laws have also
been implemented - both to siphon
off a larger share of private profits
to the state and as a matter of po-
litical expediency. So Gorbachev's
perestroika is not something entirely

new. It is a further unfolding of a
development process, a capitalist
process, fully inaugurated and
legitimised by Khrushchev. Yet it is
not just an extension of that process
and contains (or reveals) some new
aspects related to the internal struc-
ture of the Soviet economy and its
position in the global imperialist
system. Thus it is necessary to exa-
mine the question of why perestroi-
ka now, to fully grasp the internal
and external implications of Gor-
bachev's restructuring programme.

The Crisis in Soviet Society

Over recent years the Soviet ideo-
logues have been very obliging in ex-
posing the crisis affecting all spheres
of their society. The rosy propagan-
da on ceaseless growth and develop-
ment has been sharply exposed as a
pack of lies. Gorbachev and his
coterie inform us now that growth
rates had declined by the eighties.
Scientific/technological develop-
ment had stagnated. The financial
situation had become tense with ex-
penditures overshooting revenues
regularly. The state had started rely-
ing more and more on boosting its
revenues through such means as li-
quor taxes which went up from 67
billion rubles in the eighth plan peri-
od to 169 billion roubles in the
eleventh plan! (These figures sym-
bolise not only lopsided revenue
raising methods but also the de-
generation of Soviet society over-
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all.) Gorbachev goes on and on but
we need not recount all he says. Ac-
cepting the crisis in Soviet society as
he states it, let us see the reasons he
advances for this. In the sphere of
economy, Gorbachev's argument is
that "extensive" methods of de-
velopment have been the root cause.
By this, he means that instead of
trying to continuously improve the
technological level of industrialisa-
tion, Soviet planners have been
focusing on tapping more and more
of the abundant national resources
of the Russian empire and building
up more and more factories. He
counterposes this to his "intensive"
method which emphasises growth
through upgrading technological
levels. Gorbachev targets centralisa-
tion of an omnipotent bureaucracy
as the chief culprit for this state of
affairs. It has stifled all enthusiasm
and initiative and has also become
a major drain on resources; the 18
million strong bureaucracy - one
official for every six people - ac-
counts for 40,000 million rubles per
year, whereas its "contribution" to
the national income is only 20,000
million rubles per year. Gorbachev
is concerned over the fact that the
enterprise managers are blocked
from maximising profits, as a result
of bureaucratic norms controlling
production. Along with this, the
bureaucracy also breeds and shelters
an all pervasive growth of corrup-
tion and black marketing.

Gorbachev does touch on some
of the factors underlying the crisis
in Soviet society, its lagging behind
the West bloc in science and tech-
nological development and its
failure to resolve its longstanding
agricultural stagnation. But he stops
short of examining why these fac-
tors have come to dominate. After
all, one cannot say that there has
been no "intensive" development
of the sort Gorbachev wants in the
Soviet Union. For example, the
U.S. bloc technologists generally ac-
cept that Soviet space technology is
a world leader. It has also built up
an efficient defence industry.

So the problem is not really one
of a lack of "intensive" develop-
ment, as Gorbachev claims, but of
lopsided development. Then the
question of the bureaucracy is not
a new one. In the 1960s itself, a

number of measures had been im-
plemented by Kosygin as part of es-
tablishing the supremacy of profit.
The role of the plan had been cur-
tailed and its content had been
transformed into that of making
profit the main criterion of plan ful-
fillment. Why does Gorbachev have
to repeatedly stress all this even 20
years later? To understand the root
causes of the crisis in Soviet society
we must try to analyse the particu-
lar factors which have obstructed
the free development or implemen-
tation of the capitalist reforms of
the mid-1960s. The Soviet ideo-
logues have a ready answer: inertia
and lack of political will. But these
answers only expose the bankrupt-
cy of their outlook which forces
them to cover up material causes.
The bureaucratic structure and lop-
sided development continued to ex-
ist in the Soviet Union for so long
because it served the needs of the
new Soviet military class. These
needs were not simply related to
their position within the Soviet Un-
ion, but were given by the imperi-
alist role of the new Soviet
bourgeoisie. Hence to understand
both the failures of the capitalist re-
forms of the past and the accep-
tance of Corbachev's reform
package today, we must look at the
changes in the opportunities and
limitations faced by the Soviet bour-
geoisie in relation to the global im-
perialist system.

The Wolf at the Back Door

Gorbachev quite openly accepts
that the decisions of the 2fth Con-
gress of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union (CPSU) held under
Khrushchev's leadership had paved
the way for a "new awakening" of
Soviet society. As we noted earlier,
Gorbachev's reform packages and
his political views on international
and Soviet development are very
similar to those of Khrushchev. But
Khrushchev was quite unceremoni-
ously thrown out by the Soviet
leadership in the early 1960s. The
usual reasons given for this, even to-
day, are Khrushchev's haphazard
methods of dealing with the
problems of Soviet society and his
"adventurism" in international re-
lations. But apart from individual

characteristics, some deeper ques-
tions were involved.

When the new Soviet bourgeoisie
seized power in the late 1950s, it was
faced with a world situation where
U.S. imperialism dominated all the
lifelines of the imperialist system.
The Soviet bourgeoisie was too
weak to challenge this outright and
faced the task of building up its
strength without openly confronting
the U.S. This was the essence of
Khrushchev's policy of "three
peacefuls" - peaceful coexistence,
peaceful competition and peaceful
transition. In return for ensuring
that revolution was removed from
the agenda in the oppressed nations
and imperialist countries (ie, peace-
ful transition), the Soviet bour-
geoisie wanted an opportunity to
participate in the imperialist plun-
der along with the other predators.
But like all other capitalist powers,
it aspired to gain hegemony and also
had the task of seizing on the weak-
nesses of its rivals to penetrate the
neocolonies of the third world.
Hence within the ambit of collusion
with the U.S. bloc imperialists, the
Soviet Union used all opportunities
to widen its sphere of domination
and tried to assert its power vis-a-
vis the U.S. bloc. Within the neo-
colonies, it gave unabashed support
to the local reactionary regimes and
opposed revolutionary forces be-
cause the growth of revolutionary
national liberation movements
threatened to blow up its scheme of
"peaceful competition" to plunder
the oppressed nations. But this
phase of "three peacefuls" could
not last long. The appetite of the
Soviet bourgeoisie was growing.
Moreover, the heavy blows inflict-
ed on the U.S. imperialists by the
high tide of national liberation
struggles, with Vietnam in the fore-
front, created a new opportunity for
the Soviet ruling class to initiate the
change in its role from that of a
tame partner to that of an aggres-
sive contender. A new leadership
capable of projecting this role was
called for and Khrushchev had to go
as part of this shift.

The invasion of Czechoslovakia
in 1968 was the first open declara-
tion by the new Soviet bourgeoisie
of its imperialist plans. Simultane-
ously, the Soviet Union now came
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out as a resolute friend of the op-
pressed peoples. As Mao put it
metaphorically, it was the wolf at
the back door trying to utilise the
struggle of the oppressed people
against U.S. imperialism and its al-
lies to penetrate and subvert the
liberation movements for its imperi-
alist ends. Along with this, more
and more emphasis was laid on
achieving parity with the U.S. in the
nuclear arms race, since this above
all determines imperialist penetra-
tions in the contemporary world.
This was the period of Brezhnev's
doctrine of "limited sovereignty",
when the East bloc countries were
firmly controlled as the support
base of social-imperialism and at-
tempts were made to incorporate
more countries through treaties (like
the lndo-Soviet treaty) and other
means into this bloc. The rapid
decline of U.S. imperialism, start-
ing from the late 1960s, as a result
of advances made by the revolution-
ary struggles in the oppressed na-
tions and the growing economic
crisis of the neocolonial structure
built up in the post-World War 2
period, gave abundant opportuni-
ties for the Soviet bourgeoisie to
make significant advances in its ag-
gressive designs.

The 1970s produced "detente",
an acceptance of peaceful coexis-
tence between the two blocs. But
this was qualitatively different from
the peaceful coexistence of Khrush-
chev's time. Now it was a reflection
of the parity in nuclear weapons be-
tween the chieftains of the two blocs
and of the weakened state of the
U.S. imperialists. And the Soviets
were seeing this as a temporary
stage preceding their taking over the
position of the most powerful im-
perialist predator. In the 25th Con-
gress of the CPSU held in 1976,
Brezhnev arrogantly declared that
"life has refuted all inventions
about the freezing of the status
quo". Using the double speak of
"class struggle" for Soviet social-
imperialist contention and aggres-
sion, he stated that detente "does
not in the slightest abolish and can-
not abolish or alter the laws of class
struggle".

The Soviet bourgeoisie was riding
high in its wild ambitions. But
meanwhile the very measures it had

adopted to take up its aggressive
stance had started to push it into a
deep structural crisis threatening to
subvert its capacity to realise its am-
bitions of conquering world hegem-
ony. Within the Soviet Union, the
striving to compete on equal terms
with the U.S. in the nuclear arms
race and build up a military strike
capacity laid a strong basis for the
growth and overriding role of the
bureaucratic-military combine, a
development which checked the
possibility of the free unfolding of
capitalist growth desired by the
Soviet bourgeoisie.

Consolidation of the
Bureaucratic Class

Gorbachev's consolidation of
power has also seen a torrent of at-
tacks on Stalin. As a rule they are
far more obnoxious than those of
Khrushchev's times and centre on
characterising Stalin as a blood-
thirsty, insane despot. But even in
the midst of the hate campaign the
Soviet ideologues steadfastly main-
tain the role Stalin played in de-
veloping the Soviet Union as an
industrial power. This contradiction
has nothing to do with a so-called
impartial, objective analysis. Rather
it is related to the fact that the very
way in which this industrialisation
took place prepared the breeding
ground for the growth of the Soviet
bureaucratic class. Even while Gor-
bachev loses no opportunity to at-
tack "command methods of
economic management" to which
the bureaucracy is accustomed, he
is careful to assert that at that time
"no other course could have been
taken".

The development strategy adopt-
ed under Stalin centred on a one-
sided emphasis on centralisation,
one-man management and a great
degree of dependence on material
incentives. The relations between
heavy and light industry and indus-
try and agriculture were not handled
properly, The tendency of equating
development in a backward econo-
my to rapid growth of heavy indus-
try led to a lopsidedness in which
agriculture lagged behind and was
squeezed to serve as a centre of ac-
cumulation for industrialisation.
These errors in economic affairs

were accompanied by political
shortcomings also. On the one hand
Stalin minimised and even denied
the continuing class struggle in a so-
cialist society. On the other hand,
this objective reality, which assert-
ed itself throughout the struggle to
transform Soviet society, could not
be ignored and was dealt with by
relying more and more on the state
apparatus. While the task of con-
tinuously raising the political cons-
ciousness of the masses was
sidetracked, the role of the state ap-
paratus and the bureaucracy kept
on growing. (Stalin later on admit-
ted the existence of class struggle.
But this realisation was not based
on an overall evaluation of the past
errors.) Without denying the isola-
tion of the world's first socialist
state, without denying historical
Iimitations and the tremendous
achievements of the Soviet Union
under Stalin's leadership, it is neces-
sary to recognise that the path of de-
velopment followed by him was not
"the only possible one" and that it
reflected serious errors in outlook
and method. The fact that Mao had
to settle accounts with this path as
part of his struggle against the
capitalist roaders in China is
notable.

The bureaucratic class which
emerged in the Soviet Union during
the pre-Second World War period
consolidated its grip in the war peri-
od. As soon as Stalin died it
emerged into the open and usurped
power. As a class it was faced with
a contradictory situation. The exist-
ing state-economic structure, rid of
its proletarian content, suited the
bureaucratic class because it en-
sured its prime position and domi-
nation. But the need to develop the
economy on capitalist lines, firmly
establishing profit in command, in-
evitably called for reforms. This
contradiction has been a main topic
of debate within the Soviet ruling
class since Khrushchev's time. The
immediate need of this class to es-
tablish its hegemony on a world
scale ultimately decided the out-
come of this debate.

Though from concerns totally
contradictory to those faced by the
Soviet leadership under Stalin, the
new Soviet ruling class was faced
with a situation where it too had to
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catch up with the Western imperi-
alist bloc, and particularly with the
U.S., in the shortest time possible.
Since its concern was that of becom-
ing capable of imperialist conten-
tion and domination, this urgent
task was primarily concentrated in
the military field. Material and hu-
man resources were concentrated
for a rapid build-up of the military.
This situation was only outwardly
similar to the one faced by the new
Soviet state under Stalin in condi-
tions of imperialist encirclement.
Now, the re-establishment of an ex-
ploitative system meant that a weak
economy had to support not only
the need to boost up a specific sec-
tor but also generate surplus to sup-
port the parasitic needs of the new
ruling class. The particular position
of the Soviet Union exacerbated this
situation even more. Unlike imperi-
alist powers like Japan or Germa-
ny, it could not benefit from any
large influx of foreign capital. The
nature of the bloc it controlled
made a high degree of centralisation
inevitable. To be a superpower it
had to be the sole power within its
bloc. The contradiction between
satisfying the demands of a rapid
pace of militarisation mainly on its
own and the comparatively weak
economic base ultimately meant a
continuation of forced accumula-
tion and check over the necessities
of the other sections and the mass-
es. The bureaucratic structure had
to be maintained and even strength-
ened further. The reversal of the
1965 Kosygin reforms, which to a
large extent resembled Gorbachev's
plans, was determined by this.

Inner Barriers to Growth

The Soviet ruling class could suc-
ceed in its ambitions to achieve su-
perpower status, but at a heavy cost
which intensified the contradictions
in Soviet society. (Incidentally, in
evaluating this period Gorbachev
once again reveals the continuity of
interests of the bureaucratic class.
He is all praise for the achievement
of nuclear parity which symbolised
the emergence of the Soviet Union
as a superpower, though he is criti-
cal of the very command methods
of economic management that
made it possible!) The growth of the

bureaucratic class and its parasitic
feeding on the surplus of society en-
gendered the widespread growth of
corruption and black marketing.
Since property is public in the for-
mal sense, private appropriation in
the normal capitalist form is also Ie-
gally impossible. Corruption and
the utilisation of state property for
private gain was the only form in
which this problem could be
resolved. The extent of this specific
form of surplus appropriation, in-
evitable in a bureaucratised state
which maintains a socialist facade,
is enormous. According to recent
estimates of a leading Soviet
economist, Tatyana Koryagin, the
illegal economy in the Soviet Union
is worth nearly U.S.$ 145 billion.
Fifteen to 20 years ago it was esti-
mated to be around U.S.$ 8 billion.
(Times of India, 15 August 1988)
The unavoidable growth of corrup-
tion perpetually affected the capac-
ity of the Soviet rulers to direct the
economy as they wished. The un-
derstatement of production capaci-
ty and exaggerated demands for raw
materials by Soviet factory
managers has often been noted by
critics of the Soviet system.
Bureaucratic and unscientific
methods of planning and fixing
production targets and the effort of
factory managers to play safe by en-
suring plan implementation through
reporting lower capacities is no
doubt an important reason under-
lying this state of affairs. Since the
management bonus was linked to
fulfillment and overfulfillment of
targets given from above, the
managers had all the more reason
to resort to this practice. But apart
from this, understatement of
production capacities is also linked
to the utilisation of unstated capac-
ity and excess raw materials for
production and marketing in the
black economy. In other words, the
specific form of private appropria-
tion possible in Soviet society laid
its stamp here also.

The growth of a parasitic class
and the generalisation of corrup-
tion, or the appropriation of legal-
ly social property for private gain,
as the specific form of private ex-
ploitation, found its reflection in a
collapse of moral standards, the
growth of a cynical rob-as-you-can

attitude and degeneration of the rul-
ing class itself. The mode of surplus
appropriation of its individual
agents was increasingly coming into
conflict with the capacity of the
class as a whole to manage and de-
velop the economy to suit its imperi-
alist ambitions.

In a capitalist society the
capitalist's ceaseless drive to in-
crease his profit drives him to ac-
cumulate, invest and continuously
develop the productive forces. This
is given by capital's "..,necessary
tendency, since it strives limitlessly
for surplus labour, surplus produc-
tivity, surplus consumption, etc.",
as Marx putit. (Grundrisse, p. 413)
(This essential characteristic of cap-
ital appears as the competition of
many capitals in a capitalist socie-
ty, forcefully reminding the
capitalist of the needs of capital as
an exploitative relation.) Thus his
private appropriation and the cons-
tant drive to increase it is also at the
same time a spur to expand the
economy. The transformation of
the Soviet economy into a state
monopolist one has brought in its
wake capitalist values of personal
aggrandisement and competition.
This competition is manifested at
the level of production associations
and departments in the form of con-
flicting demands on a greater share
and control of state resources. But
while increased exploitation and ap-
propriation by various sections of
the bureaucratic class, as each tries
to be more capable of competing
with the others, will be a spur to ex-
pand production, private appropri-
ation, which is basic to every agent
of an exploiting class, does not have
any such role in Soviet society. It is
solely oriented to consumption. One
may point out that the production
bonuses of the factory managers
and so on form precisely such a link
between personal gain and the ex-
pansion of production. But this
stateJegitimised form of appropri-
ation can hardly compete with the
best possibilities for "illegal" gain.
And once individual gain is sancti-
fied and profit is put in command,
one cannot expect an agent of ex-
ploitation to make a moral distinc-
tion between the different forms of
appropriation open to him.

While the heavily bureaucratised
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state monopolist structure damp-
ened the dynamic of economic de-
velopment and induced the growth
of trends which constantly upset its
planned expansion, the rapid build-
up of the defence and related sec-
tors intensified the lopsidedness in
the economy. Gorbachev admits
this in one of his speeches: "... what
I saw (at Baikonour Soviet space
launch centre) offered a striking
contrast that had grown acute in the
past few years, between develop-
ment levels in different branches of
the Soviet economy... the gap origi-
nated for objective reasons. The
state had to concentrate its
resources in particular fields so as
to resolve the most crucial tasks at
once. These included development
of heavy industry, consolidation of
the defence capabilities of the coun-
try and attainment of military pari
ty with the United States...."
(Soviet Review No. 23, 1987 , p.24)
This lopsided fixing of priorities in-
tensified the existing problems of
stagnant agricultural growth. While
there was a spurt in grain produc-
tion in the 1960s, it has remained
stagnant ever since. The demands
for grain had to be met by imports
entailing an outflux of foreign ex-
change. Constraints on the
resources position, in a context of
overall decline of economic growth,
were sought to be overcome by ex-
porting the rich natural resources of
the Soviet Union on a larger and
larger scale. (Even now oil, gas and
electricity account for 46.590 of
Soviet exports.) This in turn
brought about exorbitant outlays
for building up the fuel and energy
branches, thus introducing new
aspects of lopsidedness.

The lopsidedness in the economy
as a whole was also reflected in the
growing unevenness and division of
labour between the different nation-
al republics in the Soviet Union.
While modern industry was concen-
trated in the European nationalities,
the Asian ones have mainly re-
mained as producers of raw materi-
al. The growing conflicts this gave
rise to were papered over during the
Brezhnev period by giving a free
hand to the bureaucratic class in
these nationalities to enrich them-
selves by all means and heavily sub-
sidizing consumption needs.

These internal barriers to growth
were manifested in the stagnation
and decline of the Soviet economy.
In the 1960s there was a spurt in
growth induced by some of the par-
tial reforms and the concentration
of capital in the form of production
associations which dominated
different industrial sectors. But
from the 1970s the barriers to
growth started to make their
presence clearly felt. According to
the estimates of a Soviet economist,
Aganbegyan, the growth of national
income between 1978-1980 was just
2Vo and during 198l-1985 the na-
tional income did not grow at all.
(Hindu, 6 September 1988) The
decline of the Soviet economy was
seriously coming into conflict with
its capacity to expand its global
domination.

External barriers

By the late 1960s, the Soviet Un-
ion had started to push out aggres-
sively, utilising the decline of U.S.
imperialism. It heightened its polit-
ical and economic grip over the East
European countries and made sig-
nificant headway in penetrating and
consolidating its position in some
crucial Third World neocolonies
like India. Using the banner of sup-
porting national liberation strug-
gles, it penetrated and subverted
them to achieve domination in An-
gola and Mozambique. By the late
1970s, the social-imperialists had
started dropping such indirect
methods. They resorted to open ag-
gression and intervention, either
directly or through proxies. The sta-
tioning of Cuban and East German
troops in Angola and Ethiopia, the
Vietnamese aggression in Kam-
puchea and finally the Soviet inva-
sion of Afghanistan were examples
of this. This was a time when the
weaknesses of social- imperialism
were also being revealed, even while
this aggressive thrust was growing.
For example, despite gaining domi-
nation in a country like Angola,
previously under Portuguese con-
trol, the Soviet imperialists were
forced to accept the continuation of
a significant role for the U.S. bloc
in the exploitation of its natural
resources. The economic crisis hit-
ting its satellites in East Europe

forced them (and also the Soviet
Union) to go in for larger and larg-
er doses of loans from the U.S.-bloc
controlled International Monetary
Fund (IMF)/World Bank (WB) as
well as private bankers. Yet the
rapid advance of Soviet hegemony
served to play down the implica-
tions of such developments. The
contradictions of social-imperialism
burst out with full force following
its invasion of Afghanistan.

Afghanistan became a vicious
trap for the social-imperialists just
as much as Vietnam had been one
for the U.S. For the first time, they
were meeting head on with the fierce
resistance of an oppressed people.
Crushing this resistance became a
key question for the social-
imperialists because the capacity to
enforce their writ in the oppressed
nations ultimately determined
whether the ambition of gaining
world hegemony could be realised
or not. In the process, the lopsid-
edness within the Soviet economy
further intensified, as seen in
Poland where the capacity of the
social-imperialists to throw in their
armed force to crush rebellion with-
in the satellite countries of East Eu-
rope was itself seriously hampered
and the "socialist ally" mask which
they had successfully exploited till
then was severely damaged. At the
same time, for the U.S., the Afghan
developments established the effica-
cy of hitting back at their rival by
using its own tactics of penetrating
and subverting the liberation move-
ments of the oppressed people.
While the Soviet bourgeoisie tried to
face up to this serious challenge, its
positions in the third world at large,
even in countries like India, were
being eroded by the growing crisis
of neocolonialism as a whole.

Neocolonial relations which de-
termine the shape of the world
economy at present came into being
at a time when the U.S. was the sole
hegemonic imperialist power. Dur-
ing the past decades this position of
the U.S. has deteriorated to a great
extent, but present-day neocoloni-
al relations and key institutions such
as the IMF and the WB which regu-
late them still bear the stamp of the
past. The social-imperialists' lack of
access to such institutions forced
them to direct their penetration via
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bilateral state-to-state relations and
special treaties. The Soviet bour-
geoisie had established the IBEC in
the 1960s and the IIB in the 1970s,
with the ambition of promoting
them as key institutions of its
finance capital in contention with
the IMF and WB. But they re-
mained limited to the Soviet bloc
countries and also proved to be in-
effective in replacing the role of the
IMF/WB within this bloc itself. The
limitations of the neocolonial rela-
tions which the Soviet bourgeoisie
tried to build up under its exclusive
control were fully revealed with the
crisis it faced. It was still out-
matched by the U.S. bloc. When the
global neocolonial crisis hit the
Third World in all its severity, neo-
colonies which were mainly within
the Soviet orbit were forced to
gravitate towards closer economic
ties with the U.S. bloc, via the
IMF/WB restructuring programme.
This shift necessarily led to a
weakening of the political influence
of the Soviet imperialists. The eco-
nomic crisis within the Soviet Un-
ion itself prevented it from stepping
up with its finance capital and keep-
ing such countries firmly within its
fold.

The Response

The internal and external barriers
to the realisation of the Soviet bour-
geoisie's hegemonistic ambitions
had started to express themselves
with all force by the 1980s. From a
position of unchecked advance it
had now reverted to a position of
desperately struggling to retain the
foothold it had secured in the neo-
colonial system. And it was becom-
ing quite clear to the Soviet rulers
that the defensive struggle could
only weaken its position. Decisive
action was called for. Thus the
1980s saw the rapid growth of im-
perialist rivalry even while the con-
tradiction of the imperialists as a
whole with the oppressed people in-
tensified ever more and expressed it-
self in numerous revolts and
upsurges. The crisis of the social-
imperialist system could not (and
cannot) be resolved through inter-
nal measures limited to the Soviet
Union alone, since this crisis was the
result of its transformation into an

imperialist power. It was a crisis of
the state monopoly capitalist system
there. But due to the external fac-
tors we have already mentioned, the
social-imperialists also could not
fully draw on the hegemonic bloc
they had already built up to even
mitigate this crisis. The question of
hegemony had to be settled at a
global level. The national resistance
of the oppressed peoples directly
challenging Soviet imperialism had
to be crushed and the rival super-
power had to be defeated. A world
war was the apparent solution. The
heightening imperialist rivalry and
war preparations seemed to show
that both the blocs had come to this
conclusion, since both were equal-
ly faced with the vital need of res-
tructuring. The logic of the
imperialist system, as understood by
the orthodox theory, also seemed to
confirm that this was inevitable, not
merely as a possibility but as an im-
minent event.

Yet the recent turn in inter-
imperialist relations reveals that
reality was quite at variance with
this image. Instead of the logically
expected war, or a more rapid drive
towards it, inter-imperialist conten-
tion has eased up in a significant
manner and collusion is becoming
more marked. Leaving aside Gor-
bachev's hollow claim of being
THE saviour of world peace, we
must still accept the undeniable fact
that perestroika has played a crucial
role in this turn of events. Why did
the Soviet ruling class adopt peres-
troika and consequently an easing
of contention as its immediate
response to the grave situation it
faced instead of intensifying conten-
tion and going for a world war?
Among Marxist-Leninists, answers
to this question raised by the logic
of events have been quite varied.t
Some have preferred to dismiss it as
deception, a tactic meant to throw
the rival bloc into confusion and
gain the sympathy of world public
opinion. Some others have pre-
ferred to evade the question by
pointing out that perestroika has
not changed the imperialist nature
of the Soviet Union or that its war
machinery is still being perfected
and strengthened. As a corollary to
this, the turn to perestroika is seen
as a short term measure to tackle the

Soviet Union's socio-economic cri-
sis, because this had become an ob-
stacle to its war plans. But this is a
self-defeating argument. The neces-
sity of war as an imminent step was
originally seen to be caused precise-
ly by this crisis and was seen as the
only way out of it. Obviously, cri-
sis cannot then be seen as an obsta-
cle to war and there can be no room
for developments like Gorbachev's
perestroika. The problem involved
is actually one of grasping the rela-
tion between imperialist crisis and
war in the concrete conditions of ne-
ocolonialism.

Perestroika is possible because of
the particularity of neocolonialism,
because territorial redivision of the
world is not a pressing necessity be-
fore the imperialist powers and they
can penetrate each other's sphere of
influence through economic means
and local or proxy wars. In this sit-
uation, Gorbachev can conceive of
advancing social-imperialist in-
terests precisely by integrating the
Soviet Union fully with the existing
neocolonial relations which still
bear the stamp of U.S. hegemony,
instead of pressing for an immedi-
ate challenge to this hegemony and
an immediate restructuring of these
relations. It is wrong to think that
the Soviet rulers' new stance in in-
ternational relations, particularly its
initiative to ease its contention with
the U.S. bloc, is just meant to gain
time and favourable conditions for
internal restructuring, Perestroika is
a global response of the Soviet rul-
ing class and this international
stonce is an essential part of it. ln
this sense, though Gorbachev's the-
ories on peaceful coexistence and
the "interrelated, interdependent
and integral" nature of the contem-
porary world are quite similar to
Khrushchev's "three peacefuls",
they represent a basic shift in Soviet
ruling class perceptions of the op-
portunities for expression present-
ed by the neocolonial system. This
is why Gorbachev commented that,
"... while concentrating enormous
funds and attention on the military
aspect of countering imperialism...
(the Soviet Union)... did not always
make use of the political opportu-
nities opened up by the fundamen-
tal changes in the world... "
(Documents ond Materiols of the
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I9th Conference, Novosti Press, p.
3l)

While neocolonialism holds out
the possibility of a response like
perestroika, its viability is assessed
by the Soviet ruling class on the ba-
sis ofthe configuration of forces in
the world today. The growing dis-
parity between the military might of
the U.S. and its economic decline,
the growth of Japan as the leading
economic power, the explosive sit-
uation created by the debt crisis and
the overall financial crisis of the im-
perialist system, the growing pres-
sure of Third World comprador
regimes for relief and a better deal

- all these factors are pressing in-
exorably towards a recasting of ex-
isting neocolonial relations shaped
by the post-World War 2 global sit-
uation. By fully integrating the
Soviet bloc within the existing
framework, the social-imperialists
hope to utilise this situation of flux.
Despite being in a weak economic
position, it still has the capacity to
assert itself and influence the out-
come, without necessarily resorting
to its military. By pledging to play
the neocolonial game, according to
mutually accepted rules, above all
by willingly cooperating with the
other imperialist powers to tackle
the powerful challenge of the grow-
ing tide of rebellion in the oppressed
nations, it is offering a bargain
which is acceptable to the others in
the present situation. It is not the
case that the imperialist powers
have suddenly woken up to the hor-
rors of war and have turned into
pacifists. Contention remains, be-
cause ultimately the question of he-
gemony has to be settled. But, for
the present, the damage of the re-
bellion of the oppressed exploding
with all its force compels the imperi-
alist powers to carry out this con-
tention within the growing ambit of
collusion. This is not a static situa-
tion. Neither the social- imperialists
nor the other imperialist powers can
remain happy with their given po-
sitions. The very nature of capital
forces them to expand their zones
of plunder and hence to expand
their zones of domination. Since the
interests (or appetite for plunder) of
imperialist powers keep growing
and are realistically determined at
each period by the power it can

muster, Gorbachev's call for
rebuilding of the international cur-
rency and financial systems under
the supervision of the United Na-
tions so as to take into "due ac-
count the interests of all states"
meets both the immediate as well as
long term needs of social-
imperialism.

Perestroika in Practice

Perestroika in international issues
is based on the approach outlined
by Gorbachev in his report on the
70th anniversary of the October
Revolution: "...developed capital-
ism... will be unable to do without
these countries' [ie, Third World
countries MLI national
resources. That is an objective fact.
The calls for severing the historical-
ly shaped world economic ties are
dangerous and offer no solution."
(The October Revolution and Peres-
troika, Novosti Press, 1987, p. 66)
This outlook is expressed even more
precisely in the following words:
"We do not want to undermine the
interests of the Americans in the
world or to disrupt the existing
world economic ties." (Soviet
Review, No. 33, 1987, p. 8) The on-
going efforts to settle the conflicts
in Afghanistan, Kampuchea, Ango-
la and Palestine, the joint efforts
with the U.S. bloc during the crisis
in the Persian Gulf, the attempts to
recast policy on the Azanian (South
Africa) question so that "the most
successful economy [in Africa -MLl, which is in South Africa", is
not destroyed, the proposal for an
Asia-Pacific Conference launched
through Gorbachev's Vladivostock
speech, the efforts to join the Asi-
an Development Bank (ADB),
IMF/WB and the General Agree-
ment on Trade and Tariffs (GATT),
and the Warsaw treaty proposals on
tackling the debt crisis, are all part
of this basic outlook. They do not
merely reflect a desire on the part
of the Soviet bourgeoisie to disen-
gage itself from external conflicts in
order to concentrate on internal res-
tructuring. More important than
this is the active effort to get in-
tegrated as a "responsible" partner
in the existing neocolonial frame-
work. Among the numerous initia-
tives and proposals of Gorbachev,
his plans for the Asia-Pacific rim

region hold a special place. This is
the area which is fast developing as
a critical hub of imperialist trade
and manufacturing. It is estimated
that two-thirds of today's world
gross national product exists within
the Asia-Pacific rim. The leading
imperialist economic power, Japan;
the fast growing neocolonies -South Korea, Hong Kong, Singa-
pore and Taiwan; the major Asian
power, China; and the U.S. and the
Soviet Union are ringed around this
zone. The possibilities of manoeu-
vering and advancing Soviet in-
terests by utilising the
contradictions between the different
imperialist powers of the U.S. bloc
is presented fully in this zone and
Gorbachev is eager to exploit it.
Over the past years, the Soviet Un-
ion has significantly advanced its
political, economic and military in-
terests in this region. It has estab-
lished ties with most of the South
Pacific island republics and entered
into long term fishing rights agree-
ments with some of them. Its naval
presence has also multiplied from a
fleet of 200 ships in the 1960s to
500, containing the best of its naval
warships and submarines. But this
military build-up is not the major
weapon it plans to use immediate-
Iy, though it is essential to back up
its claim to be a Pacific power.
Rather, the vast resources of Siber-
ia are being held out as a bargain-
ing chip to make the Asia-Pacific
zone truly "inter-related". Mending
relations with Japan and China has
a special place in this scheme. The
eagerness of the Soviets to establish
closer ties with Japan can be gauged
from a recent article on Soviet-
Japanese relations in New Times
(No. 45), which openly calls for a
public debate on the benefits of re-
taining the Sakhalin Islands at the
cost of a deadlock in relations be-
tween the two countries. In his
Vladivostock speech, Gorbachev
made a revealing observation on the
Asia-Pacific zone: "Everything is in
motion here, far from everything
has settled."

At the other end, the Soviet Un-
ion is keenly pursuing a closer rela-
tion with the West European
powers, mainly West Germany and
France. Gorbachev has tried to pro-
mote the Soviet scheme under the
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slogan of a "Common European
Home." The Eurocentrism of the
Soviet rulers and their cynical, in-
human outlook towards the op-
pressed nations is revealed most fully
in their arguments to realise their
plans for a closer relation with the
West European imperialist powers.
Since Europe has been a key arena
of inter-bloc military postures and
threats, the Soviets have made dis-
armament or at least a large scaling-
down of forces their bargaining
chip. They point out that, "Even a
conventional war would be fatal" in
Europe with its high density of
nuclear and chemical industries and
would destroy the "common
home" of the social-imperialists
and other powers. So war as a con-
tinuation of politics "has become
obsolete for Europe", though it is
still quite active in the oppressed na-
tions! The message is quite clear -let us keep peace in our "common
home" and, if necessary, fight out
our battles in the oppressed nations,
preferably at their own expense.

In the economic sphere, peres-
troika amounts to a full-fledged
turn to capitalist profit-seeking on
the basis of a greater concentration
of finance capital. This concentra-
tion is sought to be achieved
through two means. On the one
hand, the enterprises directly con-
trolled by the centre are to be drasti-
cally reduced from 37,000 to
"several" thousands, and they are
going to be reorganised as "sector-
a,l, inter-branch and territorial-
branch and amalgamations capable
of implementing the entire cycle of
work - research, investments,
production, marketing and main-
tenance." The remaining enter-
prises, medium and small enter-
prises including cooperatives, will
have the role of serving the needs of
these large amalgamations as well as
catering to the local market. (Soviet
Land Documents, p. 52) Simultane-
ously, the central bank has been
divided and attached to the con-
cerned industrial, agricultural and
service sectors. It is on the basis of
this qualitative leap in the centrali-
sation of finance capital that the
legalisation of the hitherto illegal
service trade and manufacturing is
being carried out.

lt can easily be seen that this plan

of reorganisation does not indicate
any abdication of control by the
Soviet ruling class. This control is
going to be more polished and effi-
cient and its social base is going to
be enlarged by leaving room for pri-
vate enterprise in industry, agricul-
ture and service. Price reforms and
giving free play to market forces to
determine prices through competi-
tion does not contradict this because
the state will still bg retaining con-
trol over decisive assets and instru-
ments to influence the economy.
The conversion of not only con-
sumer goods but also capital goods
(means of production) into com-
modities, directing trading between
enterprises, instead of routing it
through the planning bodies, full
scope for profit, price reforms,
reducing the role of the plan to
defining long-term objectives and
priorities, enlarging the scope of the
market and accepting it as a form
of "democratic supervision" of the
plan, utilising the New Economic
Policy (NEP) to camouflage all
these steps as a "return to
Leninism" - there is nothing origi-
nal in any of these measures. All of
them were already debated and
some partially adopted during the
mid-1960s reform. What is new is
the leap in the level of centralisation
of finance capital (modelled on ex-
isting multinationals) and granting
a large scope for private or local en-
terprise within the limits of this cen-
tralisation and serving its needs.

The dismantling of the state mo-
nopoly in foreign tradelinvestment
and giving the large amalgamations
the right to directly enter into col-
laborations with other imperialist
multinationals is in keeping with
this plan. This decision does not just
reflect the'desire to attract capital
and technology from the other im-
perialist powers in order to raise the
efficiency of Soviet enterprises,
though this is an important objec-
tive. It has the larger aim of achiev-
ing integration within the existing
neocolonial framework. Meanwhile
the Soviet bourgeoisie is pressing
for shifting the focus of the eco-
nomic relations between it and the
COMECON countries from trade
to joint enterprises so as to strength-
en the base of the multinational
concerns it is aiming at establishing.

The new economic restructuring
programme also tackles the existing
division of labour between the var-
ious national republics. So far,
manufacturing industries have been
concentrated in the European
republics, principally Russia, and
the extractive industries have been
centred in the Asian republics,
which have mainly served the role
of an industrial and agricultural
materials producer. This arrange-
ment has so far been favourable to
the Soviet bourgeoisie centred in the
dominant Russian nation. Now it is
to be reorganised so that while the
industrial sector in Russia will be
renovated at a higher level of tech-
nology, the backward republics will
undergo a new round of industriali-
sation so as to make them more
capable of meeting the local needs.

The political reforms being im-
plemented, ie, the shift to a
presidential system, which will enor-
mously raise the powers of the
centre, and glasnost, mirror the
thrust in the economic restructur-
ing. As Gorbachev has frankly com-
mented, glasnost is meant to make
cost-accounting a success. These re-
forms have certainly given more
room for dissent to come out into
the open. But as soon as the ruling
class saw the direction it was taking,
they have enacted new plans which
strictly control all public activity.
Naturally, this control is selective.
While groups protesting against var-
ious state policies have been
harassed, notorious anti-Semitic,
Russian chauvinist groupings like
Pamyat have been treated with kid
gloves. The democracy ofthe bour-
geoisie cannot be anything else.

Prospects of Perestroika

Gorbachev and other representa-
tives of the Soviet bourgeoisie have
grand dreams about their future.
All of them hinge on the belief that
the oppressed people of the world
and the proletariat and oppressed
nations within the Soviet Union will
somehow remain passive while they
build up their integrated world in
company with their new-found im-
perialist friends. Afghanistan is al-
ready giving them a taste of what is
really going to happen. The situa-
tion in the Soviet Union is not much
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different. It cannot be, because
while perestroika holds out a glow-
ing future to the upper strata of the
middle class and new-born small
capitalists, the prospect for the
working class is large-scale retrench-
ment and erosion of its standard of
living, due to price rises. The extent
of retrenchment in production sec-
tors alone is estimated to affect
three million workers during the
current plan period itself. (Sovlel
Review, No. 7, 1988, p. 20) While
Gorbachev is eloquent about the
rich quality of life perestroika will
offer, his prescription for the wor-
ker is quite different. It is to "...
resolutely establish order, improve
organisation, tighten discipline and
boost the working people's initiative
[ie, production - MLI." (Soviet
Review, No. 42, 1987, p. 9)

While order and discipline is be-
ing dinned into the workers' ears,
the "... egalitarian justice that has
taken root in mass consciousness"
(one more of Stalin's crimes in the
eyes of the Soviet bourgeoisie) is
targeted as a major "stumbling
block for perestroika."

The Soviet bourgeoisie is aware
of the sharpening contradictions in
society. Thus their ideologues note
that the new economic management
system is making the difference be-
tween managers and workers more
visible and state that, "The division
into 'we' and 'they' leads to serious
consequences." (Moscow News,
No. 25, 1987) Some of these conse-
quences have already made them-
selves felt through workers' strikes
and attacks on exploiters. As peres-
troika unfolds, such "conse-
quences" are also bound to
multiply.

The division into "we" and
"they" is not limited to the classes
in contemporary Soviet society. It
is present in full force among the
national republics which make it up.
As reports indicate, the national
contradictions in the Soviet Union,
basically determined by the con-
tradiction between the dominant
Russian bourgeoisie and the op-
pressed peoples, are getting intensi-
fied with perestroika. The specific
demands and contradictions propel-
ling the national movements Yary,
but common to all of them is a
recognition that perestroika means

greater centralisation and further
loss of autonomy. The first steps in
this centralisation had been carried
out with the removal of leading
party functionaries from the con-
cerned nationalities under an anti-
corruption drive and their replace-
ment with trusted Russians. Now
the new constitutional reforms,
reportedly removing the formal
right of secession and giving sweep-
ing powers to the president, seek to
institutionalise it. The Baltic repub-
lics and Georgia have already raised
the banner of opposition to the re-
forms and quite certainly this con-
tradiction will heat up in the future.

Gorbachev has repeatedly
declared that the Soviet bourgeoisie
will play the neocolonial game of
plunder strictly abiding by the rules.
But this is itself a slippery field. The
rules of inter-imperialist relations
are quite elastic because each one of
them is out to gain the most. The
global crisis forces them to be even
more reckless and disregard conse-
quences. While the U.S. bloc pow-
ers have generally welcomed
perestroika, they are also pushing to
gain maximum advantage. Besides,
conflicts in the Third World are not
totally under their control so that
they can stop them at will. On the
other hand, the Soviet bourgeoisie
itself cannot remain passive and sur-
render its hard- won gains unilater-
ally. A failure to make the Afghan
accord stick, or a move by one of
the coMECoN countries to make
the most of glasnost and move
closer to the U.S. bloc - any such
development will have tremendous
repercussions within the Soviet Un-
ion. It is not just that Gorbachev
might be pushed out. The defeat
will be one affecting the Soviet rul-
ing class as a whole, exposing all its
weaknesses and encouraging more
determined struggles against it, be-
cause a return to the old style social-
fascism will not be easy now.

Footnote
l. Incidentally, the question of why the

new born imperialist power faced with a grea-
ter necessity of waging a world war for redi-
vision has itself taken the initiative to
de-escalate the war drive demands an answer
from those who still maintain the correctness
of the concepts underlying the Three Worlds
Theory.

Bonglodesh
(Continued from page 27)

dinary fertility of the land. In sum,
flood is not a surprise guest to the
country - but in past times floods
were less devastating as the waters
were not as high and drained off
relatively quickly to the sea.

Floods - but of course onlY uP
to a certain level - have even been
considered a necessity and a bless-
ing due to their role as an un-
paralleled source of natural fertiliser
(silts carried by floodwater) and for
their part in the process of soil
reconditioning. Up to a certain lev-
el, it is also needed for natural fish
breeding and cultivation (as long as

the present cultivation system, crop
pattern and pattern of fish culture
is not radically changed and moder-
nised) and for the ecological balance
specific to this country in its present

situation. Due to the existing crop
pattern, production system, method
of cultivation of crops and fish, the
level of technology, situation of
forest preservation and growth, etc,
no flood at all for several successive
years is quite harmful. In other
words, both severe floods and no
floods seriously harm the national
economy and survival of the PoPu-
lation.

One explanation which is gener-
ally accepted for the lack of ancient
historical relics in this country is
that most of the ancient cities and
civilisations were built up alongside
the great rivers and that most of
them were destroyed by the break-
ing up of the river banks. The
breakup of river banks is a common
phenomenon at the beginning and
end of the monsoon and occurs on
an especially wide scale during and
after floods. Much evidence, includ-
ing folklore and ancient literature as

well as modern research, shows that
this process also causes big changes
in the courses of the rivers, especial-
ly the largest ones. But the records
over the last two centuries show
very clearly one most imPortant
change in the whole process, that
frequent, virtually annual floods
with their vast scope and rapidly in-
creasing scale, extent and devasta-
tion, including the lengthy periods
of high standing water, are
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phenomena unique to only the last
few decades.

There are records of a severe
flood, though far less so than those
recently, around two hundred years
ago, sometime between 1767 and
1787, which claimed one-sixth of
the population of one of the larger
districts in the northern region.
Other severe floods were recorded
in l9l7 and then again, 26 years
later, in 1943. Especially since the
1950s, flood, bringing wide-ranging
devastation of life, crops, wealth
and social stability, has struck
almost annually, sometimes more
frequently. In the four decades since
1943, there have been at least 30
devastating floods of which l2have
been extremely severe, bringing the
water level several metres over the
danger point in many places. Since
the less densely populated hilly
forest areas remain out of reach of
the floodwaters, the percentage of
the population affected by flood
generally exceeds the percentage of
the area submerged. In the last
several decades, even the least se-
vere floods devastate over 30,000
square kilometres, ie, about 30 per-
cent of the country, and claim des-
truction worth 3 billion Takas (33
Taka = I $US) at a minimum an-
nually.

Other than these countrywide
floods, the northern and north-
eastern parts of the country, which
are surrounded by foothills in India,
are hit by flash floods several times
a year. Though these floodwaters
linger only a few days or hours, be-
cause of their sudden appearance
and high speed of the water flow
they cause great harm to crops and
wealth and claim numerous lives
and destroy livestock.

The Causes of Flooding

Nowadays there is much discus-
sion ofthe reasons for flood and the
means of flood control, with differ-
ent forces each presenting their
analysis according to their class out-
look and interests.

There are of course many natur-
al ecological processes involved
which require scientific investiga-
tion and research, including a
lengthy period of observation. In
the main, these processes include:

the gradual filling up of riverbeds
with silt for a long period of time,
which both increases flooding and
also restricts the rapid draining off
of the flood water; the numerous
twists and turns in the course of
Bangladesh's rivers; an extraor-
dinarily long period without repair-
work (dredging, embankment of
river banks, etc) on rivers and
canals during the long past coloni-
al period and the present neocoloni-
al period; heavy rainfall or, more
correctly, "excess rain"; the pres-
sure of ocean tides in the southern
region, which retards the flow of
river water into the sea during the
monsoon and rainy seasons; the low
elevation of the entire country (an
average l0 metres above sea level),
and particularly of the southern
region (an average of merely 0.25
metre above sea level); increased
amount of silt carried in by the great
rivers from the Indian regions at the
foot and basin of the Himalayan
range due to increasing deforesta-
tion and also from within Ban-
gladesh due to the same reason; a
gradual process of the depression of
the land level in many regions due
to the strong underground earth-
quake in the early 1950s, etc.

There are more than 200 rivers in
this small country, of which the
three largest rivers alone - the Pad-
ma, Meghna and Brahmaputra -carry 5 million cubic feet per second
of water. They also wash 25 billion
tons of silt into Bangladesh in a nor-
mal year from the valleys in their
upper reaches which cover about
600,000 square miles, overwhelm-
ingly in India. This amount of silt
equals about one-fourth of that car-
ried by all the big rivers in the
world, and if it were to be blocked
up and stored in the mouths of the
three rivers, it could create a land
mass equal to half that of Ban-
gladesh within a mere five years. As
the rivers already are filled exten-
sively with silt, making many of
them virtually dead in the drought
season, and due to the heavy pres-
sure of the ocean tides in the
southern region in the monsoon, the
huge amount of water comes down
mainly in only the three to four
months of the monsoon. Thus it
cannot empty quickly into the sea
and overflows most of the country.

Because the water remains almost at
a standstill for long periods,
unimaginable levels of silt accumu-
late, thus filling the riverbeds fur-
ther and creating conditions for
even more extensive flooding in the
coming years. So flood brings silt,
which in turn brings on more severe
flood - it is a vicious cycle.

In addition to the water brought
in from India, Nepal and Tibet, the
rivers of Bangladesh are overload-
ed also by the heavy rains falling in-
side the country itself during the
monsoon. Average annual rainfall
in the country is around 375 cm (150
inches); moreover, this falls over-
whelmingly in only three to four
months. But the quantity of annu-
al rainfall varies in different years
and the variation increased in recent
decades, causing frequent droughts
or, worse still, over-raining amount-
ing up to 500 to 625 cm (200 to 250
inches) annually with unprecedent-
ed heavy showers continuously for
15 to 20 days. Worse yet, heavy rain
in Bangladesh is usually accompa-
nied by heavy rain in the upper
reaches of India, Nepal and Tibet
as well as by a higher rate of the
melting of ice in the Himalayan
heights. This kind of unprecedent-
ed heavy shower for two or three
weeks was rare in the past, but is a
frequent phenomena today. All
these together have further con-
tributed to the severe floods and dis-
asters of recent years and, in
particular, to the floods of 1987 and
I 988.

On the other hand, drought in the
monsoon in Bangladesh is usually
accompanied by drought in the up-
per reaches, which causes river-flow
well below normal level and facili-
tates the upward flow of saline sea-
water from the southern coast
towards the interior.

Man-made Factors Behind Floods

All the aforementioned factors
which contribute to flooding appear
to be "natural" and t'innocent" of
social and political causes, as ifthey
were simple discoveries of scientif-
ic research and observation. While
there is a natural ecological process
at work which is important, there
are other factors besides these
natural processes. In fact, the prin-
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cipal reason for the dramatic in-
crease in the frequency, scale and
devastation of flood in Bangladesh
has a lot to do with the changes im-
perialist colonial and neocolonial
domination has brought about.

Under British colonial rule, noth-
ing was done to prevent silt accumu-
lation or the breakup ol'river banks,
except around the few trading
centres necessary for their con-
tinued plunder and profiteering.
Problems of cultivation, ecological
balance or the people's suffering
were not their concern.

The British colonialists cleared a
vast area of forests and hills for
highly profitable tea plantations at
the foot of the Himalayas, an area
extending several hundred miles
into the Indian territory of Darjeel-
ing and Assam to the north and east
of present-day Bangladesh as well as
part of the hilly district of north-
eastern Bangladesh. This gave rise
to the migration and settling of a
huge population from other parts of
what was then India, which result-
ed in the further rapid destruction
of forests and the clearing of hills.
This in turn gave rise to an increase
in soil erosion and the amount of
silt carried downriver especially by
the Brahmaputra, which flows
through those parts of India before
reaching the sea in Bangladesh.

In the interests of their trade and
plunder and to strengthen their ad-
ministrative claws and to suppress
any rebellions, the British imperi-
alists built up a limited network of
railways and roads, beginning espe-
cially in the second half of the l9th
century, as well as during World
War 2 for military purposes. But
they generally did not take into ac-
count the long-term ecological im-
pact ofall this, especially in relation
to silt accumulation (except for a
few of the largest rivers) and the net
flow of floodwaters into the
lowlands, which constitutes the
majority of the country. Instead
they simply tried to build as cheap-
ly as possible, with a minimum of
bridges, culverts, sluicegates, bypass
canals, etc. Nor did the British take
any measures to preYent erosion in
the northern hill districts, nor
dredge or embank rivers. All this
contributed to the gradual but at
that time unseen buildup of silt in

the riverbeds. The disastrous results
of their policies became evident only
long afterwards, towards the end of
British rule.

For the people of present-day
Bangladesh, the end of British
colonial rule only gave way to neo-
colonial domination by the U.S.-led
Western bloc, along with an addi-
tional internal national oppression
by the Pakistani central ruling class-
es. The liberation struggle of l97l
against Pakistani national oppres-
sion was misled and could not end
the neocolonial domination by the
imperialists, but in particular led to
an intensification of infiltration and
plunder by Indian expansionism
and Soviet social-imperialism.

Under imperialist domination
during the Pakistan period and also
after the emergence of Bangladesh,
the reactionary regimes built many
highways, rural roads, projects such
as dams, irrigation works, etc, in
the name of "development",
"flood control", "irrigation", etc,
without scientific planning regard-
ing the ecological impact. These
projects depended on foreign im-
perialist "help", ie, mortgaging the
independence of the country, and
were mainly financed and set up by
the U.S.-led imperialists through
the World Bank, the IMF, various
"aid" consortia, etc. This entire
network of projects has become a
network of death, a rope around
Bangladesh's neck, for together
they act to block an enormous
quantity of water during the rainy
season and prevent it flowing quick-
ly to the sea, which results in flood-
ing the fields of almost the entire
country, with water standing for a
lengthy period (almost one month
in recent cases).

The increasingly frequent and se-
vere floods result directly from the
"development works" implement-
ed under imperialist designs such as
the "Marshall Plan", "Green
Revolution", "Food for Work
Programme", "Krug Mission"
plan, etc, carried out by their lack-
ey regimes from the late 1950s up
to the present. Just as the level of
their "development" projects rises,
so too rises the level of the flood
water and its destruction.

Some concerned people in Ban-
gladesh strongly hold the.view that

if obstacles which are man-made
and unscientifically developed, such
as many of the roads, irrigation
works, etc, were removed so that
the water could drain freely, then
regardless of the heavy rain and
despite any harmful manoeuvering
by Indian authorities upriver, the
floods would be so much less severe
that the masses might be able to
combat them to a great extent.

Another major cause of floods is
Indian expansionism. Fifty- four of
Bangladesh's rivers are common to
India, and among these the main
three, which are also among the lar-
gest rivers in the world, originate in
the Himalayan range and flow
through Nepal, China (Tibet) and
mainly India. The expansionist rul-
ing classes of India use its ge-
ographical advantages as an upper
riparian country to solve its own
problems at the expense of inhuman
suffering of the Bangladeshi mass-
es and even to blackmail Bangla-
desh. The Farakka barrage erected
by India on the Ganges river near
the Bangladesh border has already
made its lower branch (called Pad-
ma) running through Bangladesh
virtually a dead river in the dry sea-
son and a terribly destructive one
during the monsoon. The Farakka
barrage is contemptuously called
the "death trap" by the people of
Bangladesh.

In addition, the Indian expan-
sionists unilaterally erected large
dams on at least nine rivers and
dykes on at least 25 rivers in Indian
territory near the Bangladesh bord-
er - all the rivers are common to
Bangladesh. The Indian expan-
sionists unilaterally divert huge
amounts of river water in the dry
season, which means leaving Ban-
gladesh far less than the minimum
necessary for ecological balance, let
alone agriculture. As a result, deser-
tification has already proceeded
rapidly in the western and northern
belts of the country; salinity from
the Bay of Bengal is rapidly extend-
ing its claws northwards; and many
of the rivers in the region are virtu-
ally dead in the dry season. During
the monsoon and rainy season,
India diverts its excess waters
towards Bangladesh, opening wide
the barrages and sluicegates, thus
sending enormous quantities of ex-
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cess water pouring towards Bangla-
desh and flooding virtually the
entire country. Indian expansionism
uses these dams, canals and sluice-
gates near the border for two pur-
poses: l) for their own narrow
interests; 2) as levers of pressure on
Bangladesh - to which the reac-
tionary ruling classes of Bangladesh
very often submit.

According to many scientists,
even the reasons for the un-
precedented heavy rain in recent
years have a lot to do with the
imperialist-neocolonialist system
and Indian expansionism. In Ban-
gladesh, the comprador bour-
geoisie's unquenchable thirst for
profit has led them to clear off
major areas of forest, contributing
to the causes of the twin disasters,
drought and over-rain, one follow-
ing the other. Even more important
is the widespread deforestation car-
ried out by the Indian compradors,
including for supplying firewood
and raw materials for "develop-
ment" projects and industries. This
process of deforestation of the
Himalayan valleys conditions eco-
logical imbalance, and thus on the
one hand, promotes both over-rain
and drought, and, on the other, ac-
celerates soil erosion and thereby
enormously increases silt accumula-
tion in Bangladesh's riverbeds.

The most reactionary aspect of
India's policies is, however, the ill-
designed promotion of migration of
huge numbers of people into the
forest-hill regions of the Himalayan
valley, which from time immemor-
ial have been the homelands of var-
ious small nationalities and tribes.
In big nation chauvinist style, the
Indian rulers proclaim they are
bringing "civilisation" and "de-
velopment" to "backwards" peo-
ples - a process which involves
destroying the forests and hills and
sometimes cruelly evicting the tribal
masses from their homelands in
order to make way for India's im-
migrants. One insidious goal of this
policy is to transform the small na-
tionalities and tribal peoples into a
minority in their own homelands
and thereby suppress them forever.

All these processes overseen by
Indian expansionism are wreaking
dramatic ecological havoc in the
northern region of the subconti-

nent, especially in Bangladesh.
Thus it is almost a literal truth

that the unprecedented scale and
duration of recent floods and their
devastating consequences is a crea-
tion of man. Some bourgeois ex-
perts very correctly called the floods
of 1987 and 1988 "man-made"
floods. Of course they were. But the
more profound truth that they
either failed to acknowledge, or
dare not, is that these are
imperialist-made floods. Their
"man" is especially U.S. imperial-
ism and its Western allies, abetted
by Indian expansionism.

"Flood Control" by Imperialists
and Reactionaries

It was after a series of severe
floods in consecutiYe years (1954,
1955 and 1956) that the demand for
an overall flood control and irriga-
tion programme came up sharply
among the masses. In the face of the
serious political and economic cri-
sis engendered by the flood, the
then Pakistani government, instead
of relying on the masses' own initia-
tive, begged help from the United
Nations (UN) and its U.S.-led im-
perialist masters. The UN sent a
team of experts, led by previous
U.S. Secretary of the Interior Mr G
A Krug. ln 1957, the Krug mission,
as it came to be known, came up
with a plan - the first official
general plan in the history of the
country - which combined the de-
velopment of flood control and ir-
rigation, including the production
of water power and electricity.
Though the full report of the Krug
mission was never made public, the
plan relied heavily on loans from
the U.S., the World Bank and other
Western financial institutions. The
comprador government of Pakistan
began to implement this mysterious
plan, which was supposed to be
completed by 1985.

Thereafter, each time severe
floods occurred, the Krug mission
plan was put into question, then re-
evaluated or revised by the various
reactionary regimes, all of which
contributed nothing but more severe
devastation and suffering along
with a heavier load of foreign debt
on the backs of the masses. Ameri-
can and other experts also suggest-

ed many new paper projects,
including the dredging of the main
rivers, erecting huge dams, and
many others. The various reaction-
ary regimes of Pakistan and Ban-
gladesh, including today General
Ershad's fascist military regime,
looked for a magic solution for
flood from their imperialist mas-
ters, but finally produced nothing
for the people except pleasure trips
to the imperialist citadels for the
many Bangladeshi government offi-
cials and, for the foreign experts,
exotic holidays in nice, green Ban-
gladesh. It is a bitter truth that the
cost of all these innumerable "sur-
veys", "project planning mis-
sions", "project review reports",
"project feasibility evaluations",
"reviews of the previous project
budget", "aid-seeking tours", etc,
etc, all conducted by expensive im-
perialist experts and high officials of
various regimes, could have easily
financed a significant part of a
genuine flood control effort.

All these imperialist, debt-
generating projects not only provid-
ed opportunities for profiteering
and wind up simply contributing to
the scale, duration and severity of
the floods, they also worsen social
injustice and class exploitation, es-
pecially for the peasants. Thou-
sands of peasants have been
dislocated, wit hout compensotion,
due to the construction of dams,
roads, and irrigation projects, while
landlords, rich peasants and rela-
tives of the ruling circles have
profited handsomely. Thus these
projects have intensified the ongo-
ing process of the impoverishment
of the poor and lower-middle
peasants, and even some middle
peasants. The big hydroelectric
project built in the Chittagong tract
hill district in the 1960s forcibly dis-
placed tens of thousands of minori-
ty nationality people, without any
compensation, and is an exemplary
case of human and national cruelty
and injustice, which has still not
been resolved.

All this shows that the imperi-
alists and their collaborationist
comprador bourgeois,/semifeudal
ruling classes of Bangladesh are un-
willing and unable to provide a real
solution to the problem of flood
and to the suffering of the masses.
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What they do want is a partial so-
lution, what they call a "controlled
flood" - one that softens the
difficulties and irons out any
problems for their own comfortable
existence, so that the population can
go on as before, naturally in distress
and poverty, so as to keep the wheel
of exploitation and profit smooth-
Iy turning.

Can They Solve the Flood
Problem of Bangladesh?

From the long experience of the
failure of the imperialist and ne-
ocolonialist system to solve flood
control and alleviate the people's
suffering, the question naturally
arises: can the reactionary exploit-
ing ruling classes of Bangladesh and
their imperialist, social-imperialist
and expansionist masters solve the
flood problem truly and permanent-
ly? The plain answer is: "No."

It is not simply that they are un-
willing. Nor is it a matter of techni-
cal or financial ability of the
imperialists. Rather, it is a question
of their class interests and limita-
tions, which is related to the very
basis of imperialist relations and the
system of exploitation in Bangla-
desh - in a word, the social system
of Bangladesh. They cannot solve
this problem because Bangladesh is
not an independent, bourgeois
democratic society, let alone a so-
cialist one, but instead is an
imperialist-dominated, neocolonial
semifeudal society. The bourgeoisie
in power is not an independent
bourgeoisie in the true sense, but is
a comprador bureaucrat bour-
geoisie totally dependent on and
dominated by foreign imperialists.
This comprador bureaucrat bour-
geoisie and the capitalist develop-
ment they preside over did not grow
from within the society, relying
mainly on its own resources and
through its own internal dynamics.
It did not develop through an oyer-
all balanced and interrelated process
of capitalist development of the en-
tire society, including agriculture,
basic industry, the base and infras-
tructure of scientific research and
innovation, culture, etc. Rather it
was created and imposed by exter-
nal imperialism to serve its own in-
terests. This development has been

truncated, distorted and lopsided,
mainly relying on external sources
and guided by external influences.
It is based upon and tied by thou-
sands of threads to backward feu-
dal production relations. So the
imperialist-dependent comprador-
bureaucrat bourgeoisie themselves
objectively and subjectively lack the
strength, vigour and ability to im-
plement any overall permanent
programme for flood control,
standing on their own feet and rely-
ing on their own resources, includ-
ing in terms of finance and
technology.

On the other hand, the solution
of the flood problem in Bangladesh
is not merely a question of erecting
several dams, barrages, dykes and
digging a few new canals. Rather it
is an immense task of rebuilding the
entire river system, including several
mighty rivers. It definitely includes
the questions of irrigation,
drainage, the methods of agricultur-
al production (ie, mechanisation
and modernisation of agriculture),
crop patterns, fish cultures, foresta-
tion and land transport system, etc.

These cannot be accomplished
without a radical rupture with the
present semifeudal land tenure sys-
tem and without the revolutionary
overthrow of the imperialist-
capitalist institutions of plunder and
domination. And it is inconceivable
that the imperialist-dependent com-
prador bureaucrat bourgeoisie can
do this without liquidating its own
existence.

The problem of flood control is
also a question of an indispensable
struggle against Indian expan-
sionism, for not only establishing
just rights to share the waters of the
rivers, but also of state sovereignty,
political independence and equali-
ty. This struggle will take a protract-
ed course, and essentially demands
a relentless, courageous stand, in-
cluding firm self- reliance and the
courage to endure hardship and a
risky but firm solidarity wirh the
just revolutionary struggles of the
Indian peoples and masses for
emancipation against the lndian rul-
ing classes and their imperialist
masters. The imperialist- depen-
dent, comprador-bureaucrat bour-
geois and semifeudal character of
the ruling classes of Bangladesh

does not allow them to wage any
such struggle - instead, they al-
ways compromise with and serve
the interests of Indian expan-
sionism.

So the reactionary ruling classes
cannot solve the complex and
difficult flood problem without
relying on an enormous amount of
foreign imperialist financial aid and
advanced technology (which in re-
cent times is the most profitable
commodity of imperialist capital).
This does not serve the imperialists'
interests at this moment because the
prospects for a profitable return on
such huge amounts of loan-capital
investment in Bangladesh would be
remote, and even then risky, due to
the country's economic situation,
including its level of productive
forces and growth rate, and more
importantly because of its unstable
political climate, including the pos-
sibility of unfavourable political
changes and even revolution.

These are the real reasons - class
interest and class limitations - that
they are not able to solve the flood
problem of Bangladesh. Rather,
their strategy is to contain the
problem with occasional plastic sur-
gery, ie, their so-called controlled
flood; it is this that conforms to
the reactionary class interests of the
imperialists and their local allies.

Can the Flood Problem in
Bangladesh Ever Be Solved?

This is the challenge that the
revolutionaries in particular must
face. Can the floods be controlled,
can the rivers be harnessed and the
great torrents of water from the
Himalayan heights be mastered and
used for the benefit of the masses?

An accompanying article discuss-
es how revolutionary socialist Chi-
na under the leadership of Mao
Tsetung harnessed wild, mighty
rivers like the Yangtze and many
others. It explains how the masses
under a revolutionary communist
leadership transformed the
centuries-old "curse from heaven"
into a "blessing of nature", and
how they "taught water to climb the
mountains up to heaven". If such
miracles were possible under social-
ism in an underdeveloped, back-
ward, third world country like
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China, without any foreign help or
so-called advanced high technology,
and totally depending on the self-
reliant masses, then why couldn't
the masses of Bangladesh, with
revolutionary power in their hands,
teach the water coming down from
heaven to flow in a gentle, con-
trolled manner into the sea?

Certainly the revolutionary com-
munists are confident: This is pos-
sible. Mao's teachings, together
with the lessons of socialist con-
struction in the USSR under Lenin
and Stalin, are still an unlimited
source of inspiration and courage,
and give invaluable guidance for the
proletariat and exploited masses
everywhere and particularly in the
more backward countries to combat
natural disasters and conquer
nature.

The essence of these lessons, es-
pecially from the experience of
revolutionary China, was that only
revolution led by a revolutionary
proletarian party and guided by the
science of Marxism-Leninism-Mao
Tsetung Thought can enable the
masses to solve these problems in
ways that are permanent and serve
the people's interest. The key to this
method is to mobilise the masses
and rely on their initiative, en-
thusiasm and great creativity, to de-
pend on one's own resources and
follow the Maoist principle of "self-
reliance" and "hard struggle". This
is an affirmation of the great truth
that man can conquer nature and
perform every kind of miracle.

Such miracles can be performed
only under the rule of the masses
themselves, under socialism, as has
been seen in the revolutionary
Soviet Union under Lenin and Sta-
lin and in revolutionary China un-
der Mao. It is only under socialism
that, as the Chinese said, "the in-
itiative and creativity of the masses
can be brought into full play and
quickly turned into a matchless
material force, which cannot be cal-
culated on any computer, and
which thus becomes a magic
weapon to conquer nature." As
Chairman Mao pointed out: "So-
cialism has freed not only the
labouring people and the means of
production from the old society, but
also the vast realm of nature which
could not be made use of in the old

society. "

Conclusion

In neocolonial, semifeudal Pur-
ba Bangla, the lofty goal of social-
ism and performing miracles like
ending the suffering of the masses
from floods and the many other
natural disasters can be achieved
only by going through new
democratic revolution under the
leadership of the proletariat and
guided by Marxism-Leninism- Mao
Tsetung Thought. In other words,
flood control requires revolution; it
requires the revolutionary over-
throw of the five basic enemies of
the masses - imperialism, social-
imperialism, Indian expansionism,
comprador bureaucrat capitalism
and semifeudalism. These five ene-
mies are the principal reason for the
persistence of floods and for the
growth of conditions which will ag-
gravate the scale and destructiveness
of future floods. These five are the
enemies who welcome the difficul-
ties the masses face during floods or
other natural disasters as opportu-
nities to intensify their plunder and
exploitation, and so increase the
masses' poverty and distress. These
five enemies are the principal, liv-
ing obstacle to unleashing and or-
ganising the limitless initiative,
enthusiasm and creativity of 100
million people to control floods and
conquer nature through self-
reliance and hard struggle.

Certainly many other questions
are involved in the effort to control
flood and natural disasters: money,
technology, scientific research, eco-
nomics, the level of the productive
forces, ecological balance and the
social impact of flood control meas-
ures, the method of cultivation and
crop pattern, of fish culture, and so
on. Looking at all these from a
revolutionary viewpoint, two basic
points can be made: Firstly, the ex-
isting semifeudal land tenure sys-
tem, based on private ownership,
renders flood control impossible. A
revolutionary transformation of the
land tenure system is the indispens-
able condition for creating the
socio-economic basis for realising
any permanent solution for floods
in Bangladesh and for mobilising
the overwhelmingly peasant mass-

es in this enormous battle to control
fl oods. A revolutionary transforma-
tion of the land tenure system in
Bangladesh means abolition of
semifeudal land ownership and the
distribution of land on the basis of
the principle, "Land to the Tiller".
This is not merely a matter of a
piecemeal, peaceful reform to redis-
tribute the land with good inten-
tions. Rather it requires revolu-
tionary struggle to overthrow the
semifeudal, neocolonial social sys-
tem, which is essentially a life-and-
death struggle for the masses to
seize political power. It is thus a
matter of overthrowing the five ene-
mies of the masses, an anti-
imperialist, anti-feudal struggle for
new democratic revolution. This is
only possible through waging pro-
tracted people's war led by the
revolutionary party of the proletar-
ian class, along the path charted by
Mao Tsetung, which will principal-
Iy take the form of protracted guer-
rilla warfare in the countryside
mainly by the peasant masses fol-
lowing the Maoist strategy of "en-
circling the cities from the
countryside". Secondly, Purba
Bangla is a poor, backward coun-
try which cannot afford advanced
technology and set up huge capital-
intensive projects. The country has
no choice but to mobilise the mass-
es in their millions, to arouse and
organise their initiative to erect
dams, dykes, reservoirs, dredge
rivers, dig canals, as well as to trans-
form and modernise agriculture, to
restore ecological balance and to de-
velop a modern communications
system, all with a revolutionary new
approach that corresponds to the
specific geographical situation and
to the available level of technology
of the country. Here again only the
science of Marxism-Leninism- Mao
Tsetung Thought can lead the mass-
es in this earth-shaking struggle to
conquer nature and only a popular
revolutionary government which
represents the will and interests of
and has the support and confidence
of the 100 million people of Ban-
gladesh can do this.

Ultimately then the problem of
flood control is a problem of the
new democratic revolution. Making
revolution, a new democratic revo-
lution led by the proletariat and
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paying the way for socialism, is the
principal groundwork for flood
control in Bangladesh. Without
revolution, without defeating the
five enemies of the masses, flood
control is impossible.

Floods can be controlled, rivers
harnessed, droughts defeated, ca-
lamities combatted, and suffering
ended, as matters of finance, tech-
nology, scientific expertise, etc, are
increasingly mastered along with the
masses' increasing mastery of na-
ture itself - if and only if the peo-
ple have political power in their own
hands and are being led to apply
and consolidate their power under
the leadership of a revolutionary
proletarian party guided by
Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung
Thought. Mao Tsetung Thought
teaches that, "Without political
power, all is illusion." With politi-
cal power, under a correct, revolu-
tionary proletarian leadership,
everything can be transformed. As
the Great Teacher Mao Tsetung
also pointed out, "under the leader-
ship of the Communist Party, as
long as there are people every kind
of miracle can be performed".

Footnotes
l. What is now officially known as Ban-

gladesh was formerly called Purba Bangla
(the Bengali name for which the British used
East Bengal). Under British colonial rule, this
area formed the easternmost and greater part
of an undivided state of Bangla (British -Bengal). ln 1947, in the process of India's
gaining independence from British rule, this
state, like India, was divided up, and was in-
cluded as a province in the new-born state
of Pakistan. Under Pakistani rule, it was first
called Purba Bangla (East Bengal) and later
East Pakistan. In 1971, following the war of
liberation against Pakistan, the province of
East Pakistan was split off and and the new-
born country was proclaimed Bangladesh.
Because the PBSP considers that renaming
the country "Bangladesh" formed part of In-
dian expansionism's political manoeuverings
surrounding the creation of the country, it
prefers to use the term Purba Bangla, which
will, for this article, be used interchangea-
bly with Bangladesh.

2. Jute is a fibre crop, the main cash crop
of Bangladesh. The fibre is separated from
the rest of the plant, called the jute stick,
which is used as raw material in the manufac-
ture of some papers, cardboard, etc. The
fibre itself is used to make rugs, rope resins,
bags and other packaging materials. Before
the introduction of rayon and other synthetic
fibers, jute was the principal material used
to make such packaging material, and even
today jute and jute products account for the
major part of the export earnings of Bangla-
desh. fl

Peru
(Continued from page 1l).

tions of the people. An important
factor in creating this mood was the
June 1986 prison massacre. Despite
Garcia's efforts to throw the blame
on the murdered prisoners them-
selves, a long echo of details leak-
ing out revealed the cold- blooded
premeditation and horrifying
savagery with which this slaughter
was planned and carried out. His
unlimited hypocrisy in attempting
to cover up what had happened has
helped reveal his own blood-stained
role as the author of this crime.

This has been followed by recent
revelations concerning the continu-
ing Armed Forces massacres of
whole villages in the "emergency
zones". For months, an investigat-
ing c,cmmission headed by an
APRA Senator laboured to dis-
credit rumours that in May 1988 the
Armed Forces had wiped out the
village of Cayara, in Ayacucho. The
unexpected discovery of a mass
grave and some 30 bodies put an ig-
nominious end to their efforts. It
turned out that the peasants had
been rounded up and killed in retri-
bution for an ambush on an Army
unit the day before. (The People's
Guerrilla Army had annihilated a
patrol of 25 soldiers, Comrade
Gonzalo explained in the interview.)
The regime had gone to great
lengths to portray such massacres as
a thing of the past in order to avoid
the discredit that had been heaped
on the previous government.
Nevertheless, even after the bodies
were uncovered, Garcia issued a
statement backing the Armed
Forces in this matter, saying that
"they are expected to produce
results". The event has had continu-
ing repercussions.

Perhaps one sign of just how
desperate the Garcia government
has become was the roundup of a
number of musicians, actors, poets
and painters in the first part of
1989.

For several months now, it has
been a commonplace saying, high
and low in Peruvian society, that
the government is losing the war.
The optimistic image that Garcia
was able to project during the first

period after his 1985 election has
been replaced by public manifesta-
tions of depression and despair. A
popular joke has it that the only rea-
son the Armed Forces have not yet
staged a coup is because no one
wants to preside over the untenable
situation in which the country's rul-
ing classes find themselves.

Upon taking office, Garcia
adopted an economic policy meant
to stabilise the political situation for
the government. Government meas-
ures did stimulate what was then an
almost stagnant economy, but their
effect was perverse, since the most
profitable areas of the economy are
those linked to imperialist capital,
and inputs required imports which
had to be paid for in dollars. Thus
the economic growth itself played a
major part in bringing about eco-
nomic crises.

In an attempt to present himself
as the champion of the nation
against imperialist capital, Garcia
announced that the country's debt
payments would be limited to l0qo
of its exports. In spite of this
promise, which would have meant
little even if he had kept it, debt
payments amounted to about 20qo
of export income, and the country
was caught between dwindling ex-
port earnings and increasing depen-
dency on imports. At first Garcia
demagogically broke relations with
the IMF, saying he would not ac-
cept the austerity measures that
have brought riots in country after
country where they were applied;
then he implemented such measures
"independently". Finally, his recent
attempts to crawl back to the IMF
have failed because the country is
unable to make any debt payments
at all.

Inflation hit 200090 in 1988 and
was climbing vertiginously during
the first part of 1989. Alongside
power blackouts, the government's
virtual bankruptcy has also led to
water shortages in the capital and to
the sewer system backing up in the
public water supply, with horrible
results for the city's masses. Food
shortages have become chronic,
caused by a combination of the
severing of roads to the countryside,
import restrictions and overall eco-
nomic chaos. Bubonic plague is
reported to be breaking out in some
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rural "emergency zones".
This situation of extremely sharp

political infighting among the rul-
ing classes, against a background of
acute economic crisis and a deteri-
orating military situation for the
government, cannot last long in its
present form. This is something on
which informed observers of even
the most opposing class viewpoints
agree.

The PCP Congress documents
enumerated "the concrete situations
and possibilities we face" and that
the Party must take into account in
developing its work in the present
situation:

1) The appearance of "armed
groups like the MRTA...in the serv-
ice of imperialism and social-
imperialism".

As Comrade Gonzalo pointed
out, the MRTA (Movimiento
Revolucionario Tupac Amaru) held
out the hope that the newly- elect-
ed APRA government would not
"attack the people" and offered it
an indefinite truce, even while Gar-
cia was directing the slaughter of
imprisoned revolutionaries and
other atrocities. The ambiguous re-
lations between the MRTA and the
government were demonstrated af-
ter the recent capture of the head of
the armed organisation, when the
head of the APRA party paid a pri-
son visit to his life-long friend.

2) The "unfolding fascism and
corporatism" of the ruling APRA
party.

3) The possibility of "urban ex-
plosions" which "social- imperial-
ism and reaction in general could
use their representatives to take ad-
vantage of".

4) "A coup d'etat could take
place, and furthermore, Garcia
himself could arrange his exit
through a phoney coup, to save
himself for the future." Garcia can-
not legally succeed himself as presi-
dent; further, at the moment his
political disgrace is so complete that
he is the butt of popular suicide
jokes.

5) "An Allende-type govern-
ment", referring to the reformist
Chilean government headed by Sal-
vador Allende, overthrown by
General Pinochet in 1973. "The
sinister role of the United Left
should be considered with this pos-

sibility in mind." General elections
are to take place in Peru in 1990 and
the former Lima mayor, United
Left leader Alfonso Barrantes, is
said by the reactionary press to be
a frontrunner at this point. In
regard to these elections, Comrade
Gonzalo said in the interview, "the
main thing is to boycott them and
if possible prevent them from hap-
pening."

6) The "problems at the coun-
try's borders which could become
very acute at any moment". Brazil
temporarily took over Bolivia at the
U.S.'s behest in the early 1970s; po-
litically and economically Brazil it-
self has a great deal at stake in Peru.
Chile and Ecuador both have had
important border conflicts with
Peru.

7) "The sending of Yankee
troops has already occurred, and is
no longer just a possibility." The
U.S. admits having 20 military men
(under the authority of the well-
named U.S. "Drug Enforcement
Administration") in the upper Hu-
allaga Valley. In the last few months
the U.S. sent in four more helicop-
ters to the area, bringing the total
to nine. Foreign reporters speak of
higher numbers of U.S personnel,
mention the presence of other U.S.
aircraft with American crews, and
add that the U.S is also building it-
self an airstrip near Uchiza. Accord-
ing to editor Arce, in reality the
U.S. presently has about 200 mili-
tary personnel and advisors in Peru.

It should be pointed out that the
U.S. troops invaded southern
Bolivia in 1986 with the pretext of
controlling the coca crop and 300
U.S. troops have been stationed
there since. What seems to be an or-
chestrated campaign of news
reports abroad about the inability
of the Garcia government to control
the situation reflects an aspect of
truth, but it could also very well be
part of preparing foreign public
opinion for escalating intervention.

While the U.S. and the USSR and
their respective imperialist blocs
pursue opposing interests in Peru,
they have in common implacable
hatred of the revolution. The
USSR, Peru's main supplier of
heavy arms since the self-styled
"revolutionary" military govern-
ment of the previous decade, was

said by Arce to have about 400 ad-
visors in the country, including 60
military personnel. North Korea's
role in the government death squads
can be assumed to be tied to Soviet
social-imperialism's efforts. It is
noteworthy that the U.S. is not
making a fuss about the Soviet mili-
tary involvement in Peru, as it is
with Cuba and Nicaragua, the only
other recipients of significant
amounts of Soviet weapons in what
the U.S. considers its "back yard" .

Still, the U.S. has been said to have
protested to the USSR about its re-
lations with the MRTA.

8) "Imperialist wars and aggres-
sion continue to multiply; a world
war for hegemony between the USA
and the USSR is still being prepared
through their contention and collu-
sion on a world scale, and therefore
people's war is an urgent necessity,
and people's world war the inevita-
ble perspective for the future.

"All these possibilities must be
taken seriously into account in ord-
er to conduct the people's war with
politics in command, especially with
the perspective of the seizure of
countrywide political power that
could present itself and has to be
taken up. Therefore we must be
firmly prepared, ideologically, po-
litically and organisationally. "

This Congress, Comrade Gonza-
lo explained in the interview,
"summed up the long road we have
traveled. It established the three ele-
ments of the Party's basis of unity:
its ideology, that is, Marxism-
Leninism - Maoism, Gonzalo
Thought; its programme; and its
general political line. Further, it es-
tablished a solid basis to march
towards the future seizure of state
power." "Our revolution", Com-
rade Gonzalo also said, "is firmly
linked to the world revolution;
world communism is our final and
definitive goal."

"The prospects for full-fledged
political power are coming into
view", the Congress concluded.
"This gives encouragement to the
world's revolutionaries, especially
to the international proletariat."

The events of the last year in Peru
show that this assessment is no idle
boast; rather it is a description of
the work the Party has been carry-
ing out with giant strides. n


