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A  PACT  BETWEEN  THIEVES

A big row is going on in raucous tones and vulgar terms between the respective organs of the Communist Party of India and the Communist Party of India (Marxist), It is almost a bazaar brawl between the shameless cronies and clients of the Communist Party of Soviet Union (CPSU) and Communist Party of China (QPC). Who is more loyal to who is the question? It is competition in servility when beggar turns against his fellow beggar. 
The   resumption of party-to-party ties between the CPC and CPI (M) held no surprise at all to anyone, since the CPC under the midget, Deng has done all it   could   to rid itself of the glorious legacy of Comrade Mao Ze Dong.   In the   process, the CPC lost its revolutionary clan and to that extent, it   became acceptable to the birds of the same feather, not only in India, but also elsewhere.   Even the most shocking resumption   of ties with the Titoist Yugoslav Party was not at   all   surprising in the new context So far as the CPI  (M) is   concerned, this rapproachment   is   but in the fitness of things. If anything, this   has    only    added   to   its arrogance. It now claims that right from the beginning of its existence, it has    followed an “independent” line   of equidistance between the CPSU and CPC, it has been vindicated as correct.

As a matter of fact, the CPI (M) found itself isolated soon after   its   formation   in   1964 which took place in the. Context of the Great Ideological Debate. It is true that the   CPC   had hailed it at the time, expecting that the new party, which claims to be not only Marxist, but also Marxist-Leninist, would carry on the ideological   struggle; to its logical conclusion, shedding all shades of revisionism.  At that   time, the   revisionist leadership  of   CPSU  had denounced   it   as   a   “parallel party”, branded it as sectarian and severed Ml ties.  CPC was soon disillusioned with it since the latter chose to pull down the dykes of surging Ideological Debate and began retracing its steps cautiously so that its post-1967 stance showed it as naked revisionist. The CPC was then quite right in calling it “neo-revisionist and the name fitted CPI(M)’s head like  a cap.  It was, in fact, more as the out​come of an   internal factional feud over a decade and more that the CPI (M) came   into existence, rather   than as the logical conclusion of a genuine and serious ideological dispute about things that really matter for a Communist party worth its name. The only saving grace in the situation was the fact that the CPI (M) succeeded to some extent in fooling everyone including itself about its much trumpeted   ‘independence’.    It began claiming   that it would judge questions on their merits alone, but at the same time express fraternal feelings for both the parties. This was a clever example of making use of adversity.
The practice however belied CPI(M)’s tall claims and showed it up as a fence-sitter, eager to curry CPSU’s favor by hook or crook and to win the Big Brothers recognition, Its friendly contacts with the communist parties of Vietnam. North Korea and Romania were avidly sought to be utilized to gain the CPSU’s smiling nod. It put up a periodical show, inside the country, of seeking at least a working unity with the CPI.
At the same time the CPI (M)-led coalition in West   Bengal unmasked  the  CPI  (M)’s hideous face when Jyoti Basu’s police unleashed terror in the course  of   putting   down   the Naxalbari   uprising   in  1967, after the “split with in a split”. Its  intolerance  of  a  genuine Marxist  Leninist  opposition within the party reached the proportions of a savage vendetta after “Naxalbari”. It’s clannish-ness    at   its    worse.   All this failed, however, in softening CPSU, which has been holding the government of India, itself leash in with what its financial and military ‘aid’ and ‘coopera​tion’. Talk of ‘National Bourgeoisie’ and National Democracy and the path of ‘non-capitalist development’ suited CPSU’s book best and helped greatly in masking the hegemonistic poli​cies. Why should it bother about CPI (M) when it could turn the ruling class or an influential section of it into its agent in fact? So far as the CPI is concerned, it is an altogether a different proposition. No worse stooge and no more abject tool could possibly be had. In more recent times the CPI (M) succeeded in establishing formal ties with communist parties of Japan, Italy, Britain, Laos and Kampuchea. All these were, so to say, but the step ping stones leading to the heights of Kremlin to appease and please which the CPI(M) showed itself second to none in stoutly defending Russian foreign policy and, military measures in Afghanistan and in Kampuc​hea. In the same measure, it denounced in violent langu​age the policies and measures of CPC not only during Mao’s lifetime but also until quite recently. In effect, the ‘independent of CPI (M) is of the same species as India’s ‘non-alignment’ always with a heavy tilt towards Russia. At least, it was a ploy, a bargaining point. At the worst, it was the height of pitiful pretence on the part of an adolescent seeking to win back the favor of its angry parent.
And now comes this farce restoration of party ties with CPC. That the great party led by Mao has fallen on evil times and on the ever-shifting shoul​ders of sly pygmies is indeed pity. De-Maoisation’ was set in motion no sooner than the great helmsman passed away and the Peoples Republic of China began imitating all that is ugly and evil in the Soviet Union. Revisionism took over there in the name of ‘pragmatism’, bringing about a momentous reversal in political dire​ction, in economic life, and naturally therefore, in for​eign policy. It is in this con​text that the process of ‘mending our fences’ with other parties and socialist states has to be seen. If Yugoslavia could once again bee looked upon as a fellow socialist country, is there anything really surprising in restoration of party ties between CPC and CPI (M)? Ever since the Cominform had expelled Tito in the late forties for his renegacy, doubting his very bonafides before and after the World War II, Tito’s more open truck with imperialism was accompanied with the pose of ‘non align​ment’, meant for consumption by the gullible Krushchev’s infamous hug of Tito at a later date as a part of ‘desalinization’ implied that the Soviet Union itself was turning away from its revolutionary heritage. Mao’s sharp denunciation of Titoism was a fitting rebuff for the restoration of capitalist relations not only in Yugoslavia but also in Russia itself. Even if Deng chooses to forget it all, commu​nists all over the world would neither forget nor forgive either Yugoslavia or Russia or the present-day China for that matter.
Deng’s protégé. Huo Yao Bang, the Secretary of CPC’ is said to have praised the CPIM) as having “glorious history” and “revolutionary experience and methods of work which we should learn from and study”. This only shows the utter bankruptcy of the present day leader ship of the CPC, unless Huo’s was an empty talk. Mr Sundarayya’s tone on the heroic armed struggle of the Telengana peasantry is said to be under translation into the Chinese language. Good! But was Sundarayya and company of the CPI (M) a party or not to the betrayal of that great struggle, as much as Rajeswarrao and company of CPI? Can there in​deed be a more fitting recognition of the “glorious history” of the CPI(M)? The “revolutionary experience” and “methods of work” of the CPI (M) from which Huo wants to learn - what is it not in fact, as recorded by history and marked by the blood of the peasant revolutionaries of Naxalbari spilled by Jyoti Basu’s armed goons. Is it not, in fact, echoing with the groans of the tribal peasants of Tripura whose very throats have been pressed under the iron heels of Nripen Chakrobdrty’s licensed hooligans? Cases of gouging out eyes are in no way confined to Jagannath Mishra’s Bihar. They took place under the very nose of the late Pramode Dasgupta in West Bengal whose country- side pro-CPl (M) jotedars and anchal pradhans were provided with hunting grounds. And then comes Assam where the CPI (M) has unmasked itself as the party of Bengali settlers lording it over its indigenous population. Can there be a greater instance of “revolutionary experience” of CPI (M) than their unholy alliance with the darker forces of Indira fascism in that hope​less state? Is it untrue to say that the CPI (M) is running with horse and hunting with the hound? Its loud boast of ‘independence’ can no longer fool anyone much less its so-called opposition to the Cong​ress (I) Government at the Centre because it’s only pre​tence. The CPI (M) has found itself to be in virtual agreement with the Cong (I) on all major issues since it somehow wanted to enter into Russia’s good books. Its national chaunism proved to the hilt in the case of the popular ferment in the North-East, which went to the extent of discarding the celebrated nationality policy of Lenin.
And it claims to be not only Marxist but also Leninist. Marx and Lenin must be turning in their graves on hearing their names being uttered by a party of landlords, kulaks and the neo rich sections followed by radical petty bourgeoisie eleme​nts. The CPI(M) is second only to the CPI which is, itself, sec​ond-to the AICP of Dange and company in preaching and practicing parliamentarist met​hods of work’, of course, drawn from their ‘rich revolu​tionary experience’, all in the name    of the people and   on the convenient    pretext     that the party should have to take the “objective factors” into full consideration.    All   humbug! Sheer and shameless “tailism” is   being   glorified as   India’s path of revolution.   All those parties are only different faces of   social democratic degener​ation of the communist move -merit, no more   and no   less. Each one of them is beset with the virtues of the ruling and to that    extent, is   borgeoisified. Bossism, bureaucratization, and more, even   regionalism    and casteism have been eating into the vitals of   their   professed ideology.    The   very   lifestyle of    most   leaders   has    regis​tered a marked change. Just look at their posh party offices and attached guesthouses and look at   the   fleet   of cars   in   the conferences of even such inno​cuous organizations like Indo-Soviet Cultural Society (ISCUS). Even    then   you    can’t     have a full picture until you dig out, for public display, their hidden contacts with   companies and concerns making huge profits in trade     with   ‘socialist’   coun​tries.     The    most   important thing is, however, the undeni​able fact that these parties inclu​ding   the CPI   (M) have   lost whatever little live contact they had with the vast masses of the country’s     doubly     exploited population.    These   they    just handed   over   to    Mrs    Indira Gandhi who could easily make them   an unfailing   vote-bank. Its this “revolutionary experie​nce” and it’s these “methods of work” from which CPC’s  Huo seeks to learn? If so, woe for the CPC and woe for the China. Woe indeed if a party of the “calibre” of CPI (M) were to teach the CPC about how best to    push   on     with     socialist construction      in     China.  Of course, all vestiges   of   the Great      Proletarian      Cultural Revolution have to   be   wiped out at the bidding of CPI (M) in the name  of “liquidating” its errors.  In other words, it is rot the people who really matter both for the CPI (M) and the present leadership of CPC. It is not the people’s revolutionary initiative that has to be unleashed for the successful construction of socialism. It is by fiat and dictate and it is by Ukase and the Holy Wrist that it is to be accomplished! This bit of advice sits quite well on the lips of an arrogant and self-righteous party as the CPI (M) is because it has long ago delinked leadership from the cadre, severed revolutionary theory from practice, stopped politicizing its rank and file, abandoned the mass line and landed itself in the shifting stands of opportunistic game of power well within the framework of a bourgeoisie constitution, observing all the rules of the game scrupulously. Is there a single popular struggle to the credit of this” Marxist-Leninist” party ever since 1964? On the contrary, it has established a dark record of many a popular struggle of the masses where it was on the saddle.
The belittling of the cultural revolutionaries and its total condemnation is a deliberate device employed by the party to cover up their revisionist rot. Ideologically speaking, Mao’s great contribution to the theory and practice of Marxism and Leninism lay precisely in the cultural revolution, which is the continuation of class struggle even in the socialist set up, in order to prevent restoration of capitalism as in post-Stalin Russia and in order to cleanse the party apparatus of its bureaucratic ills,, The capitalist-roaders took fright at the popular upheaval, but bided their time until Mao was gone and now the/ are entrenched in unquestioned positions of power in the government, army and the party. They have been seeking by dubious means to undo the achievements of Mao’s revolutionary proletarian line all in the name of the “modernization of China”. They succeeded in crying a halt to any further advances in the revolutionary transformation of Chinese   society, and thereby interrupted     the     process   of historical change. In the name of greater production they threw the revolution   to winds, thus turning themselves traitors to the cause of socialist revolution. It is this round-about turn on the part   of   the   present   day leadership of the CPC that is being applauded and hailed by the CPI (M) as the “correct and scientific line” of the socialist construction     The    return   of a free market economic practi​ces, private investments, sideline production in the   communes, the   mischievous   promotion of material incentives, the growing separation   of   manual   from mental labor and the widen​ing gulf between the towns and the countryside, restoration of grades and ranks in the army, and differentiation in the wage system - what   are   these   but restoration of capitalism ?   All this fits well with the restora​tion of revisionist positions of the Krushchev  line   by   Deng and company, which has with​drawn all the documents of CPC relating to the great ideological debate. A pattern has unfolded itself the pattern of deliberate restoration    of   capitalism   in china as in Russia. China and Russia are themselves engaged now in mending fences, since their respective lines have come    to   converge   at    many a point. National chauvinism has replaced    proletarian    interna​tionalism and hence all these eulogies for the ‘independence’ of various communist parties as of these is no need at all for truly international line.   Multi-polarism    has    intruded   even into the ‘socialist’ world; this is nothing   short of the apo​theosis of revisionism. In spite of differences on impor​tant questions   such as those of Afghanis tan arid Kampuchea as well as that of Sino-U S moves for total reconciliation, the CPI (M) is   much   too   happy and self-satisfied    with   itself since it has   scored a major victory over the CPC. It is this, which has been a source of irritation for CPI, which persists with its argument that CPC has not yet got rid of Maoism wholly. This is pure blindness. The CPC is today an ugly shadow of its former self, a caricature, a stuf​fed calf, and a counterfeit. It is prepared to allow any number of differences to continue in the other communist’ parties so long as there is fundamental argument upon the question of questions-Revisionism. It is a pact of political thieves, which, they ardently believe, is able to hoodwink the revolutionary masses of the world. It is going to be a vain hope. People will see it for what it actually is the betrayal of all the glorious achievements pf the Chinese Revolution by a handful of manipulators apparent clever​ness can never conceal their criminality. The restoration of ‘fraternal* relations between CPC and CPI (M) constitutes yet another milestone in shame​less march of counter-revolu​tion on a world scale.

MORARJI-A CIA AGENT
Was a former finance minister and prime minister of India a CIA agent?    This ques​tion has hit the headlines after the release of the    famous    American author,    Seymour Hersh’s   book   —   ‘The Price of Power: Kissinger in the Nixon White House’. Page 450 of this book says that “former intellige​nce officials recall that Mr.   Desai   was the star per farmer who was paid $ 20,000 annu​ally by the CIA during the administration of US President Lyndon Johnson (1964 to 1968) through   the 303 committee, the covert intel​ligence group that was replaced by the 40 Committee under Nixon and Kissinger. One official remembers that Mr. Desai   continued to report   after   Nixon’s   election-in 1968-much of his information having to   do with contacts between the Indian Government and the Soviet Union.    According to this official Kissinger   was ‘very   impressed   with this asset. He could not believe it was “really in the bag.” This passage in this newly   relea​sed book has been taken seriously as it comes from an internationally renowned author who first made his name with his exposure of the massacre of Vietnamese (by the Americans) at My Lai.
Here, we shall not get into the debate as to whether Morarji Desai was a CIA agent or not. The question posed before the country is of the possibility of ‘top’ men in our country being traitors and agents of a foreign power. In fact, the present prime minister’s response to this episode, “I hope it is not true” is an indication-of the shallow-ness of her patriotism. Any responsible patriot would not casually dismiss a question of this magnitude, and would immediately determine whether or not a person is a trai​tor (CIA or KGB agent) and take appropriate action. But then, Indira Gandhi. Morarji Desai & Company all belongs to the same family of the comprador bourgeoisie, whose interests are completely tied with the imperialist powers (whether US imperialism or Soviet Social imperialism). After all, was it not Indira Gandhi who made secret deal with the CIA in 1966 to install a SNAP generator for spying purposes/ on the Himalayas. The line between the comprador bourgeois and a direct agent (whether CIA or KG B) is very thin — they are all traitors to the country. The difference in one is open in the other covert. Both serve the interests of another country at the cost and danger to their own,

For example, Indira Gandhi’s role at the Non-aligned Conference, recognition of the Heng Safnarin regime of Kampuchea and attitude towards Afghanistan did not further India’s national interest, but served Soviet interests in South Asia. So also, the government’s policy to open out the country to foreign loot, through import/export liberalization, invitation to foreign capital, etc. and the resulting closure of industry after industry in India, directly serves imperialist interests and destroys our own economy. Indira Gandhi need not be a KGB or CIA agent to do this; she merely acts as the chief representative of the comprador bourgeoisie in the country. Yet, her crime is no less than that of any other Open traitor.

Whether Morarji Desai is a CIA agent or not is of little importance. As long as the present socio-economic system, led by the comprador bourgeoisie continues, there will definitely be CIA and KGB agents in top positions of government and State power. Also, besides these direct agents, the comprador bourgeoisie, who dominate most of the parliamentary parties in our country, are in fact traitors, none of whom will hesitate to sell our ‘national interests’ for a few roubles or dollars. Morarji Desai (if proved guilty) and all other CIA and KGB agents within the country must be exposed by the people of India, for what they are — traitors to the country. But it is only a determined fight against the comprador bourgeois class as a whole and their anti-patriotic, traitorous policies in the country that can dig up the fertile ground from which such agents flourish.

NO TEARS FOR G.D. BIRLA

G. D. Birla, the head of the Birla Empire, died in June at the age of 89 in London. The entire media, government and political world have mourned his death. For the people of the country, this death was of little significance.
The Birla’s have dominated India’s indus​try from the turn of the last century. In fact one of their largest companies, Century Spin​ning and Manufacturing, was established in 1897 and 15 of their largest 23 companies, involving 43% of the present asset value, were established before 1947. In the last decade the Birlas have started hardly any new companies and have extended their empire through an intricate pattern of inter-corporate investment. Their capital has grown from Rs. 30 crores to Rs. 2,162 crores in 1981 and they have within their control 270 industrial units. The abso​lute control of every one of these companies is Concentrated   in   12   members   of   the  Birla family. The Birlas control these companies by owing a mere 1.8% of the total paid up capital’. Besides iron and steel, the Birla Empire covers almost all sectors of industry.
The press and politicians have glorified this man as a ‘great philanthropist and nation builder’. The truth, however, is that the Birlas have accumulated tremendous perso​nal wealth at the cost of the ‘nation’. Take for example, his profit (after taxes) in 1981 of Rs. 110 crores on an asset value of Rs. 2,162 crores: This alleged profit works out to a mere 5% (or a maximum of 10% before taxes) on the total assets. This is a direct fraud on the nation’—no businessman, least of all Birla, would run an industry for a 5% return, when interest alone would fetch him anything from 15% to 25% with no effort. In other words, the Birlas rob a minimum of 20%, or Rs. 440 crores annually, as black money, for their personal use. With this massive personal wealth and yearly income, the Birlas buy up politicians, bureaucrats, editors, etc. and are able to affect decision making, both, in and out of parliament. With this influence they corner the majority of the foreign licenses and gain easy credit for their industry. Whether it is the Congress (I) party in] Delhi or the CPM in Bengal (where the Birlas have their headquarters, no political party has dared to attack the Birla interests. In fact, many politicians from most parliamentary parties are in the pay of the Birlas. But this is nothing new; the Birlas, and particularly G« D. Birla, has been closely associated with the Indian political movements right from its inception.
From the 1920s onwards, G. D. Birla was one of M. K. Gandhi’s closest associates and an important factor effecting his decision-making. His influence on Gandhi’s secretary, Mahadev Desai, was particularly strong. Gandhi’s reactionary views and religious attitu​des suited Birla’s economic plans. Gandhi has gone on record to say “I would strain every nerve to prevent class war’. Birla and his class could not have had a better friend. Birla acted as an agent between the Congress and the British, always with an eye on safeguarding his business interests at the cost of their freedom struggle. As G.D. Birla himself wrote of his role: he was always “having to defend Englishmen before Bapu and Bapu before Englishmen”. His influence spread far and wide amongst those involved in the freedom struggle, including the then socia​lists.
Birla’s role did not end with serving just his own business interests, but, from the very beginning, he has acted as the chief representa​tive of the comprador bourgeois class in India. During the movements of the 1930s, Birla had succeeded in weaning the Congress away from the path of struggle, as these movements had created problems for Indian and British industry, which had already been hit by the depression. Also under his influence the Congress, during the 1930 and l932 civil disobedience movement had come out in support of the government’s repres​sive policies to undo the impact of the great depression and in order to crush the strike wave, led by the communists. In the late 1930s, Birla had succeeded in bringing the Congress around to work the humiliating 1935 Act by accepting office under it, whereas earlier the Congress had boycotted the Act. And then again, on, the eve of transfer of power and at a time when the British Government “tried to sidetrack the issue of Independence by talking of industrialization of India’ G. D. Birla com​pletely played into the hands of the British by heading a delegation of leading Indian indus​trialists to England and America for arranging post-war economic collaboration. In a word, Birla wielded tremendous influence over Con​gress, the political organization of big bour​geoisie and big landlords.
Birla’s role in the economy and in politics, before and after ‘Independence’, is clear. He was, first and foremost, the number one agent of the comprador big bourgeoisie and his single - minded aim, always true to his class interests, was to extract the maximum concessions from the British, while at the same time collabora​ting with them. Independence was not his concern. His prime concern was to serve the needs and interests of the comprador bour​geoisie in India. Thus it came about that, afar 1947, British companies were left untou​ched while the comprador big business interests were allowed phenomenal expansion. Antici​pating this, Birla’s largest investments occurred during the period of maximum turmoil just prior to the transfer of power. In fact, five of tae Birla’s top 23 companies were set up in the .two year period before 1947.

Birla is the worst example of the comprador bourgeoisie in India, with no anti-imperialist /anti feudal role to play. He is the largest beneficiary of foreign licenses and collaborations with the imperialists (both western & Soviet) and utilizes every reactionary feudal prop to maintain the present status quo. He has the maximum to gain from the imperialist connection and so represents their interests in the country. Also, right from his very family, he has maintained a feudal autocratic set-up and his major charity has been the propagation of Hindu religion whether through temples, dharamsalas or educational institutions. It has always been directed to spread feudal values and prop reactionary institutions, movements and ideas. G. D. Birla saw best how the semi feudal set up assists the semi-colonial structure and economy and has done maximum to maintain it. Thus the Birlas have their fingers in all the parliamentary parties and fear no government — — whether of the Congress (I) or the CPM variety. The Birla family as the chief representative of the comprador bourgeoisie in India is one of the chief enemies of the Indian people. The death of the head of this family is of no loss to the” country or its people.

POPE AND SOLIDARITY

Pope John Paul II, head of the Vatican and the first Pope of Polish decent, spent eight days in Poland in the third week of June. In that week he had extensive talks with Poland’s military ruler, General Wojciech Jaruzelski and toured the entire country addressing meetings (prayers) of Polish worker. Besides, the Pope ended his tour of Poland with a private meeting with Soli​darity leader Lech Walesa.
For centuries now, politics and the Church have been closely associated. The church’s chief role has been to retard pro​gress and utilize religion, its massive wealth and its appeal to serve counter-revolutionary ends. Not only in Europe, but also in all coun​tries of the third world, the church is acti​vely involved in infiltrating - and subverting revolutionary movements and organizations. In India too, the church has floated a nest of organizations, to which many a revolutionary (organization and party) has fallen prey. And so it is with Solidarity
In Poland today there exists, on the one hand, the Soviet backed military dictatorship, which is nationally and internationally iso​lated; and on the other there is the massive trade union movement, Solidarity backed by the entire world public opinion. These forces stand opposing each other in Poland. The Soviets in Poland, have openly bared their fascist fangs and installed a military dictatorship with which to crush the working class movement. The working class has. Organized themselves, through Solidarity, into a massive movement to withstand this attack. But, in spite of the enormous popu​larity that Solidarity wields (both nationally and internationally), it is today, an impotent force. Lacking genuine proletarian leader​ship, Solidarity, is caught in the web of the church and western imperialist politics. So, not surprisingly it prides itself on the Ame​rican concept of ‘free trade union’ and its members, (and particularly its leaders) carry the solidarity banner in one hand and the cross in the other. With such alien influ​ences within it, Solidarity, in spite of its influence, has lost its fighting capacity.
US imperialism and the church seek to utilize Solidarity to pressurize the Polish rulers and to gain advantage for its own interests. Solidarity, by relying on the church, foreign funds arid western imperialism, has lost its fighting capacity and fallen prey to US designs. The hopes once raised so high by Solidarity’s apparent triumph, have now been dashed to the ground. Under such circumstances, it is not surprising that the military rulers can now ‘feel safe to relax martial law to some extent and even release some political prisoners. Besides, the Pope has intervened at just the right moment to bridge the gap between the rulers and the ruled and direct the growing frustration of the masses towards the church and religion. “What little revolutionary spark left within Solidarity has, to a large extent been extinguished by the Pope. The Pope’s message to Solidarity was clear—‘Resist just that much to make the generals bow to the western powers), but do not revolt. The Pope in his travels through Poland addressed millions of people through ‘prayers’ saying that” the structure of politics in Poland has to be changed, and that Poles have to go on insisting that it be changed”. The Pope’s chief mission in Poland was to act as an agent of the Western powers, and particularly US imperialism, utilizing his influence with Solidarity as his chief weapon with which to bargain with the military rulers. The pope appealed to the military rulers that “conditions can be created” that would allow the US and other western countries to lift the trade sanctions imposed on Poland. On his appeal to the military rulers he further added that “I ardently desire the recreation of conditions of good cooperation with all the western nations on our continent, as Well as in the Americas, above all with the USA—“. Andto Walesa, in a private meeting, he said, accept every future challenge with the spirit of a Christian”.
, From its inception, the church has wielded tremendous influence within Solidarity. St. St. Martin’s Church at Warsaw has served as headquarters for the Primate’s Committee for Relief to the Families of Those Deprived of Liberty, an organization that provided food, medical assistance and legal advice to those who had been imprisoned by Poland’s military government. Lately the church has proposed the setting up of a foundation (allowed by the military rulers) operating in Poland and in the West, which would collect and distribute aid in cooperation with private farmers’ organizations. They have proposed to collect 200 crores from western industries, governments and private individuals. This will further consolidate the churches and the West’s influence on Poland’s private farmers, who produce three fourths of the country’s farm outputs, and thereby strangulate Rural Solidarity’s fighting capacity.
With the Pope’s visit, the Polish military rulers have gained an element of respectability, which they have sought to capitalize on by lifting martial law in the country and releasing a handful of political prisoners. With the Pope’s visit, the Western imperialists hope to increase their influence within Poland. With the Pope’s visit, the church has consolidated its stranglehold over Solidarity and reduced it into an impotent force. If the Polish working class and Solidarity are to fight a successful battle against the military rulers and their Soviet masters, they must first break free of the ideological, political and monetary influence of the church and steer completely free of the pressures of US imperialism. If they fail to do so, they will, at best, be reduced into a defunct force; at worst, they wail .be used as a tool by US imperialism, in their power games with the Soviet Union.

CHANDRAPUR  FORESTS - A STIR
I he Godavari and Pranhita have carried the movement of the tribals of Karimnagar and Adilabad, upstream, to the forests of Chandrapur (Mahara-shtra). In the face of SRP camps and police terror, the tribals and other villagers have success​fully launched a widespread movement. A movement that is for land and for higher wages. A people, so far almost untouc​hed by any political organization, have now awakened. And the murmur of the leaves has carried the message of the move​ment as far north as Etapalli.
The movement which began two years ago, is now gathering momentum, Almost all the vill​ages in Sironcha tehsil, part of Aheri tehsil and now a part of Etapalli tehsil are under the influence of the “forest people” or “anna” (elder brother) as the villagers call their local organizers. After a successful tendu leaf picking price struggle, village committees are now in the process of being formed in Sironcha and Aheri tehsils.
The Government tried to nip this movement in the bud. Three years back as the villagers were just beginning to gain consciou​sness and had started organizing themselves, the government of Maharashtra, afraid of the influence of Naxalites from bordering Andhra, spread a net of police camps, to arrest and contain the move​ment. The SRP were ordered to arrest or kill any organizers who came across the border. On November. 2, 1589, they killed young Peddi Shankar, a RYL activist, in Moinbinpetta, a village Bear the Pranhita river, which acts as the boundary of the two states. The Govt. and contractors rejoiced. They thou​ght they had created enough terror to successfully stem the tide of revolution. But the tribals drew inspiration from the martyrdom of Peddi Shankar and raised the red banner of revolt deep in the thick forests of Sironcha and Aheri tehsils.
The tribals and other villagers began to slowly gather courage to stand up against their explo​iters — the forest department officials, »he contractors, and in some areas, local landlord tyrants. They organized themselves under the banner of the Adivasi Khetihar Majdoor Sangh. This movement finally burst out this year in the form of a demand for a hither rate for picking tendu leaves and an end to the various ways in which they were exploited by the contractors.
Forms of Exploitation: These villagers have   lived for years in these forests in isolation and backwardness, subjects of big Zamindars and Malguzars. In the 1950s the forests were taken over by the State Government. Till last year they were part of the Chandrapur district, but now they are part of the newly created Gadachiroli district. For all practical purposes they are still known as the Chanda forests. These forests are the home of a large number of tribals, esp. Gonds. Almost half the population in these forests is tribal. Mo»t of them own small plot of land which is no very fertile. They still live in poverty and backwardness, dependent, partly, on single crop, rainfed, agriculture and partly, on the forests for their livelihood. The forests are rich in timber and bamboo.

The forests also provide tendu leaves, mohua flower and gum among other valuable forest produce. These too have become sources of tremendous revenue for the forest department and the Government that owns the forests. The Government for the benefit of the big paper mills, and big contractor- is exploiting these forests. The net revenue of the forest department from timber bamboo do the~ produce in this forest in 1981 was Rs II crores. This, after selling bamboo to the mills at a throw away price! Also, the contractors and forest department officials are making crores from the legal and illegal selling of teak, bamboo etc, which no of estimates are available.

On the other hand, the local villagers     have    now    been reduced to becoming cheap labor for the Forest Depart​ment. They are harassed and exploited in innumerable ways by the contractors and forest department employees. These people who were once rulers of these forests have now become wage slaves, while the department officials and the contractors have become the rajas of the forest. The villagers have lost many of their rights to the forest. Whether it is grazing cattle, or collecting deadwood as timber, or even mohua flower to make their traditional drink, they find themselves at the mercy, of the / forest guards and the police. Paying fines and bribes to them is commonplace.
Some of them lost their agricul​tural lands when the forests were taken over. Some lost fertile lands along the riverbanks to peasants migrating from Andhra. They are no longer allowed to clear forests to create land for cultivation. But pushed into the forests they are forced to clear forestland illegally, thus falling to the mercy of forest officials with their harassment, their demands for bribes and fines.
Unable to live for more than 5 to 6 months off the land they possess, most of them go to work for the Forest Develop​ment Corporation and for contractors. Their exploitation is well known. The Corpora​tion pays extremely low wages-till last year they were paying Rs 4 to men and Rs 3 to women for a whole day’s labor! This year it has gone up to Rs 5 and Rs 4 respectively. Contractors and traders cheat the tribals in as many ways as possible. By giving credit at exorbitant rates, by selling cloth, salt and Other goods on credit and then extracting high returns, by paying low wages, by cheating on weights and on quantity and also through open loot they exploit the per pie they have. And above all this contempt for these gentle people. Kicking, beating, abusing laborers is their right according to their law. Weighed down by these various forms of exploitation and oppression the people responded to those who came to organize them against their exploiters, for revolution.
Tendu Leaf Trade: The tendu leaf trade has been the main issue around which the move​ment has been built up in the last two years. This trade was completely in the hands of forest contractors prior to nationalization. They took tax tracts of the forest on lease collected as many bundles of the leaves as possible and sold them at massive profit. The workers received a pittance. With the professed aim of releasing the tribals from exploitation by contractors, the Maharashtra Government nationalized the tendu leaf trade, in 1969. The real intention behind nationalization became clear very soon. The State Govt. and the forest dept. wanted a share of the profits of this extremely lucrative trade. This is clear from the fact that in 1969 (before nationalization, in the whole State, the forest dept. earned Rs 85 lakhs from tendu leaves trade. But in I960 the net earnings of the Dept in Chanda circle was a little under one crore rupees By 1971 these earning had increased to Rs 2. 17 crores, and by 1981 they had gone up to Rs 11 crores!
The Dept. earns this amount only for its ownership and control over the forests. The actual task of collection and sale of tendu leaves is still done through contractors, only now they are given the honorable title of ‘agents. They now give a royalty co the dept. for the number of bundles they collect in the unit they have under their control. The collusion between the Dept. officials and the contractors still carries on.

This year the Dept. officials accepted lower tenders from the contractors of Sironcha area because they knew that they would have to pay higher rates to the laborers as a result of the movement. These contractors still make enormous profits. It has been estimated that they make about Rs 2,000 for every 1,000 bundles of tendu leaves (this year they paid the dept. Rs 230 for 1,000 bundles, and the laborers Rs 125 for every 1000 bundles). This is a trade in which profits of crores are made in just one month of picking.

The Government fixes the minimum rate the contractors are expected to pay the laborers who pick the leaves. Till two years ago the rate hovered around Rs 4 for every 100 bundles of 75 leaves the average a family can make in one day), while last year the rate as Rs 5, and this year it was Rs 5.40. Across the border, in Karimnagar and Adilabad, due to years of struggle, the rate is at present Rs 22/- for every 100 bundles of 100 leaves each. That the contractors are able to pay this and still make profits only shows the enormity of the profits in this trade and the extent to which they are looting the laborers in Chanda.

The Struggle: The first stirrings of the people in this forest area began around Asaralli at the tip of the district. The first important issue around which they organized themselves was land. Landless laborers among who were Gonds and members of various castes, decided to clear forestland for cultivation. At first two-three of them went and cleared about an acre of land. When there were no repercussions, 106 of them went and collectively cleared 13-14 acres of forestland near Asaralli in March’82. They were all arrested and they spent one whole month in Chandrapur jail till the villagers could collect enough bail for them. Yet all the time at they were away, the other villagers looked after their families. This was the first mass action in the area. Soon after this a police camp was set up in their village. And the police began continuous raids of nearby villages in the eights.
But this did not prevent the people from starting struggle for a higher rate for picking the tendu leaves. As the picking season approached, under the guidance of the organizers they decided to demand a higher rate. At first a few selected contractors were threatened. Faced by a determined people, the contractors gave in. Last year around Asaralli they got Rs 9 instead of the Government fixed rate of Rs 5 for 100 bundles. The people started gaining confidence to challenge the harassment and cheating by the contractors and to resist attacks by the police. The moneymen then started sprea​ding in other villages. As quickly as the police camps were being set up, revolutionary ideas started spread​ing all along the route to Aherl and even into the Etapalli area. This year at the start of the season a handbill was* brought out demanding Rs 14 for every I00 bundles. The people went on strike to win this demand. In some villages the strike lasted up to 8 days. The people refused to deposit the leaves they had collected at the collection centres, they refused to go picking in the forest. The contractors panicked. In Sironcha and parts of Aheri tehsil they gave the pickers Rs 12.50. Some of the contractors ran away. The Forest Dept. is upset. They estimate that they have lost about 3 crores because the contractors abandoned the picking. Local Congress I politicians are upset. They fear that their docile tribals abando​ned them; their vote base is going. So on the one hand, they too demanded a higher picking rate (Rs 10) and on the other hand they demanded an increase in the police force to wipe out the ‘Naxalites’.
As it is the whole area resem​bles a police camp. SRP are posted at every big village. Police jeeps roam everywhere. In June two more companies of SRP were sent to the area. The police want to ban the revolutionary songs, the burra-Katha that the organizers sing to raise the consciousness of the people, to explain to them what agrarian revolution means. The determination of the State to crush the movement by finishing its organizers became evident from the treatment meted out to the students who were on a village campaign in the area. 13 students of the Vidyarthi Pragati Sanghatana (VPS), Maharashtra and of the Radical Students’ Union (APRSU), were arrested in May this year, after they held a successful public meeting in Sironcha at the end of their campaign. The fact that they sang revolutionary songs, and supported the demands of the villagers was excuse enough. The students spent one month in jail and have been charged with attempt to murder I A visi​ting civil liberties’ team rescued the students from a worse fate. The struggle has not been restricted only to the tendu leaf wage rates. It has had its impact on the wages paid by the Forest Development Corp. too It has also had its impact on the wages paid in the fields to agricultural laborers. Whereas only three years ago, they were paid about three kgs of jowar for a whole day’s work, now they are getting not less than Rs 5 per day.
Movement    forges     Ahead

These various struggles have brought about a tremendous change in the people’s thinking. ‘Now we are no longer afraid; now the Corporation and the contractors are afraid of us” they are heard saying. There is widespread sympathy for the organizers who have helped to launch the struggle. The police suspect shopkeepers and doctors, small roving traders and Sarpanches, of harboring and helping the ‘Naxalites’. But how many people can the police catch? The fraud and hypocrisy of the Government ‘tribal develop​ment’ programmes now stand clearly exposed. In the name of tribal development the forests hate been presented to the big paper mills on a platter; under the garb of tribal enlistment bureaucrats and politicians have fattened. That is why the explo​iters and the Government that backs them evokes no sympathy of the people, A police informer and village bully in Amraji vill​age near Sironoha had his hand cut off. This action was welco​med by most of the villagers in nearby areas. In spite of the efforts of the Government, he is still seen as a local tyrant who has been taught a good lesson. Instead, it has struck fear in the hearts of the local police.
The police are afraid of being assigned duties that send them, out alone. Each of them fears for his life and future. For, the rank and file policeman is not against the struggle, nor does he have personal enmity against the organizers. So, though more police are being deployed, the movement grows.
The tribals of Chandrapur have taken the first step in the path of protracted people’s war. Peddi Shankar may have been killed, but his spirit lives in the hearts of the people who have been awakened to a new life. The spark of Naxalbari has at last spread to-this corner of Maharashtra.
The Economics and Politics of Super Power Rivalry 

& The Dynamics of War

We are publishing the following introductory article on ‘Superpowers and War’, which will be continued in the forth-coming issues of ‘Vanguard’. In   the second part, the other four features of imperialism will be discussed.    The   third   part traces    the    ‘Growth of Super Powers’ –Editor

During the last two decades dozens of books have been written to refute Marx’s theory on capitalism and Lenin’s theory on imperialism. Finan​ced by the bourgeoisie and pro​moted by big book agencies and favorable reviews in the big press the bourgeois theoreti​cians shout with one voice.... “Marxism-Leninism is out​dated”, “Leninism is inade​quate to understand present day imperialism”. Can we believe them? No. These attempts are nothing new. These are the same old tricks to try and discredit revolutionary theories -
During the last two decades several hundred tonnes of news​print have been allotted to the subject of war and peace. Almost every day we will find a column on this subject in the daily press. Despite all this noise, in 1982 the world mili​tary expenditure reached a staggering $ 600 billion; in weapons research, the world spent $ 50 billion; the annual arms trade was $ 35 billion. The weapons inventory, accor​ding to latest reports, includes 1,50,000 tanks, 40,000 combat aircraft and 50,000 nuclear war​heads.
After the Second World War between ten and fifteen million people have died in local or regional wars. In 1982 alto​gether 45 countries were enga​ged in wars. In about 93 coun​tries there was foreign military presence and at least 1,800,000 military personnel totally. About one fourth of the figh​ting forces are at present figh​ting on foreign lands. By now literature on ‘war’, ‘arms race’ has pinpointed two countries, the USA and the USSR, as the chief instigators and sources of the arms race, and the source of ‘nuclear war’. These two countries having about 11 per cent of the world population have been respon​sible for more than half of the world military expenditure and possess about 90 percent of the world’s nuclear weapons. Both the superpowers have tens of military bases throughout the world. America has military personnel in about 50 countries while Russia has military per​sonnel in about 26 countries. The USA has stationed 455,000 troops on foreign lands while the USSR has stationed 722,000 troops on foreign lands. America woke up from its sleep and decided to spend $ 240 billion in 1983 on military development. According to the American Defense Secre​tary, W. Weinberger, the USA administration estimates that military expenditure will reach $ 425. 2 billion by 1988. Ame​rica also decided to deploy about 100 MX ICBMs in the USA itself and 600 medium range cruise and Pershing II missiles in NATO countries.
Andropov and Ustinov made it clear that the USSR will meet the challenge of America. At the same time, in a brilliant tactical move to split the NATO it unilaterally withdrew 20,000 troops, 1,000 tanks from East Germany. Andropov, in order to win over public opinion in the west European states, announced that Russia was willing to remove as many 554,555. and 5520 missiles as the USA planned to introduce in cruise missiles and Pershing Us in NATO countries.
How are we to understand the policies of the superpowers? What is the actual cause for this rivalry between the super​powers, the arms race, arms trade, local wars, etc.?
First of all, Marxism-Leni​nism tells us that in order to understand all events we should look into the economic conditions of the speech. And while studying economic conditions we should adopt a dialectical and historical method, of study.
ERA OF IMPERIALISM

Facts show us that ours is still the era of imperialism and social revolution of the proleta​riat.
Lenin in his thesis on imperia​lism stated that imperialism is capitalism at that stage of development at which the dominance of monopolies and finance capital is established. He described the five basic features of imperialism as:
I)
The first basic feature of imperialism is that the concentration of production and capital has developed to such a high stage it has crea​ted monopolies which play a decisive role in economic life.
The following date shows the extent of concentration of capi​tal and production in 1980 in the USA, the captain of the capitalist world, whose industry contributes about 60 percent of the gross industrial output of the capitalist world 

TABLE I

Thus in agriculture and mining only five and four thou​sand corporations respectively with business receipts of over $ 1 million accounted for 69 per​cent and 96 percent of business respectively. In construction 32 thousand firms; which amount to only 2.5 percent of the total number of firms, accounted for 7461 percent of the total business. In manu​facture, 65 thousand firms num​bering only 13.43 percent of the total number accounted for 97.19 percent of total business receipts in dint industry. In finance and incurrence 151 thou​sand corporations, 4.1 percent of the total number, accounted for S 0.91 percent of the total business receipts. And most remarkable, 97.87 percent of all business houses having business receipts of over 50,000 had a net income totaling only 0.43 percent of the total, while the remaining 2 13 percent (which had business receipts of $ 1 million) had a net Income totaling 99,957 percent! !
                                                   TABLE-II

Largest Industrial Corporation (in the USA) —Sale-? Assets, Net Income, Employees by group rank 1970-80

Rank
        

 Sales
            Assets
           Net Income
                  Employees


   
1970
I960
1970
1980
          1970
1980
             1970
   1,980

Top        500
465
1650
4?2
1176

23
81

14,008
 15,910

Top        100
289
1116
279
784

14,5
62.9

8,706
   9,582

%of top 100









in total
              62       68       65       67                      67      78                         60        62

Top         200
372
1377
354
985
           18.3
76        
10,968
12,670

%of top









200 in total
80,1
83.4
82
83
            85
85                    76
80’

N0te : _ sales, assets, and net income in billion  (or thousand million)  dollars

· employees in thousands

· rank by sales groups

· percentages of top 100 and top 200 companies of the total 500 top largest’ industrial corporations

· $ / is roughly equal to Rs, 10 

· Source :   Statistical Abstract of the USA, 1981.

From the above table it is clear that the process of concentration of production and capital is still proceeding at a fast rate. The monopoly position of production can be seen in the last column; the top 200 companies account for more than 80% in sales, assets, net income and employment of the top 500 corporations. Recently the International Businessweek conducted a survey of the top 1,200 firms of the US corporate sector, each having sales totaling $35 million or more.

                                                 TABLE III

The Degree of Concentration and Monopoly in the US Corporate Sector-1982

Companies
% In total
Sales
  % in total
  Profits
% in total






  Sales

            
profits ,

1,200


100
2,655.4    100

107,2

I00

Top 25


2.08
832
    313
              41.2

38.49

Top 16


1.33
641-8
   24.17
  31.9

29.8

Top   5


0.41
341.0
   12.84
15.02

14.01

Note :-   Sales and profits in billion dollars — percentages of total 1,209 firms 

Source : International Business-week,  March 14, 1983

A GIANT IN THE MAKING

Revolutionary forces in history gather momentum and volume as time passes and as the need for change becomes much too pressing. But they all have humble, even almost obscure beginnings very much like mountain streams. This is one of the laws of dialectics.
The All India League for Revolu​tionary Culture (AILRC) is just now in the side wings of the vast stage of history. And in two months time it is going to take a concrete shape. As vanguard of revolutionary cultural forces hitherto operat​ing separately in different regions of the sub-continent, each with its own inevitable peculiarities and relative diffe​rences in strength and impact. A concerted effort has been on in order to gather as many of them as possible under the prevailing circumstances so that it could turn out to be a “brawling river”. All this is consciously planned and care​fully prepared, though in the out-come it might look a bolt from the blue. An unflinching dedication to the cause of the victory of the agrarian revolu​tion to herald New Democracy in the light of the most advanced and relevant ideology of theory and practice is its hall-mark.
To start with, the Revolu​tionary Writers Association (RWA) of Andhra Pradesh with an abundance of experience extending over 13 years has taken the initiative and started fraternal talks with like-minded organizations in Kerala, West Bengal, Maharashtra, Orissa Tamil-nadu and now Karnataka what

began as exchange of views some three years back in the course of PCF conference in Kerala led on to the formation of an organizing committee for

the impending conference, at the time of the Conference of the West Bengal writers, Artists and Intellectuals in Calcutta early this year. And in the meanwhile a draft manifesto was prepared on the basis of discussions between representatives of various regional organization at Madras last year during the PAF conference. This draft was published and thrown open for discussions and now the final draft has been prepared on the basis of suggestions, amendments and so on. It will be placed for ratification before the assembled delegates at the Inaugural Conference of the League scheduled for the 14th and 15the of October next at New Delhi. A Constitution also will be ratified on that occasion.

At present, it looks over-ambitious to think of covering the entire country with the constituents of the League-the RWA and Jana Natya Mandali (JNM) of Andhra Pradesh, the Peoples Art Forum or Tamil-nadu, Writers, Artists and Intellectuals organization of West Bengal, the Aawahan Natya Manch of Maharashtra and a similar theatre group of Goa, together with the incipient organizations of Karnataka and Orissa will be officially represented in the League. Each one of these constituents will however retain its individual- identity and at the same time act in unison on vital questions of culture. The day might not be far off for other organizations of a similar nature elsewhere in the country to join the League or to work together with it in a fraternal spirit.
There is scope even for some groups to join it and tor individuals to contribute to its work. Each of the constituent units is going to bring out publication of its own, dealing with the present generation of writers and artists but also tracing its regional roots in democratic, liberal and forward-looking cultural traditions. An exhibition of post-1967 Publi​cations and another exhibition of paintings drawings and sketches are planned. An anthology of poems and songs representing all parts of the country will appear on behalf of the League itself, together with a Souvenir which seeks to acquaint this generation of the harbingers of the new age, of course by means of critical estimates. The Souvenir will also acquaint each constituent succinctly to readers all over the country. Cultural programmes of an altogether new, popular and revolutionary variety will be presented to the public on both the days of the Confere​nce.
A lot of spadework is now going on to mark the occasion memorable sin e its an ‘event’ of real historical significance in the cultural sphere. Papers will be placed before the audience to initiate discussion. The first is about ‘Current Trends in Regional Literatures’, seeking to bring to light positive as well as negative features. The second is “The New Democratic Revolution and our Present-day Cultural Tasks”. First key​note paper will be presented by one unit and then the others will follow it up with their supplementary papers. The adoption of the Manifesto and the Constitution will ~be follo​wed by the election of a working body to set the wheels in motion. This, in short, is the summary of the programme.
Regarding the details such as Chief Guest and the Reception Committee, a little more time is needed to fix them fp. More than that, a Solidarity Commit​tee of a countrywide character, comprising of luminarie in the cultural field and at the same time persons in genuine sympa​thy with the aims and object​ives of the League will hail the historic body on the request of the organizing Committee. This too, is still on the anvil
All centralized organizations besides »he constituents, might participate in the conference through fraternal delegations, while individuals will enjoy the status of observers. Invitations to the already formed cultural associations such as the League of Cultural Forums might he extended so that we could benefit mutually. It will be a welcome development if they are prepared, in the larger interests, to sink differences of a rumor nature and avoid mutual recrim​inations so that a congenial atmosphere is created for joint-endeavors at least by means of constant liaison. A touch-me-not attitude or a holier-than-thou approach-or a futile exer​cise in hair splitting activity to throw mud will certainly not be helpful at all. The AILRC is certainly not, of course, a monolith nor is it unitary. But it should not be taken as standing for disharmonious, mutually recriminative, looke-knit and weak-kneed organization. It is only to enrich our different: regional cultures so as to serve the needs of our fighting masses stationed as they are at different levels of consciousness and activity, at such a ‘league’ has been thought of, It is the time for delegates, fraternal delegates and observers to arrange for their trip to Delhi by timely reservations. 

A delegate fee of about Rs 25for two days will be collected there in return of boarding and lodging, The exact venue of the conference will be announced very shortly. Each constituent will bring its own flag, sing its own (if any) flag song, present its own books, paintings etc for exhibition. Cultura troupes will have to intimate to Ashwin Tombat, Secretary of Aawaahan Natya Manch, C/3,Anandashram, Vadilal Patel Marg, Grant Road, Bombay-400007,
the numerical strength of their representatives the title and duration of the cultural item they wish to present left it be the best and the shortest so that he will arrange the cultural programme and conduct it in an orderly impressive way on behalf of his Association. The AILRC, naturally, is poor in material sources and as such; it needs individual or corporate donations together with advertisements and donations of space to raise the where with all for the successful organization of the Conference. It also calls for the expansion of fraternal solidarity from sympathetic quarters 3rd any amount of co-operation. We are sure that the League is not going to suffer for Jack of its because it is the spearhead of the revolutio​nary cultural forces seeking to act in tune with the revolutio​nary movement for the libera​tion of our motherland from its object state brought about by exploitation, native and foreign.
LONG LIVE REVOLUTION ! LONG LIVE AILRC !
K. V. Ram ana Reddy
Convenor,.
Organising Committee, AILRC Conference.
unctad vI

GROUP 77 VS IMPERIALISTS
The   U.   N.   Conference    on Trade      and         Development ( UNCTAD  ) concluded   its month-long    deliberations    in early July   At this sixth session of UNCTAD, the   Group   77 countries of the   third   world again came with the hope that their legitimate demands would receive sympathetic   treatment from the OECD (Organization for economic Co operation and Development) countries of the developed world. The developed world, passing through, one of its worst crises ever, however, was not prepared to concede a single demand to the countries of the third world. The Group 77   countries   presented    their case well, but the imperialist, being    imperialists, interested in markets, maximization   of returns on capital and devising ways   of   getting    out   of the crisis, made   no   concessions. Besides, the      third      world ‘leaders’, though aware of the problems but restricted by their class character, could at best plead     with    the     imperialist powers for mercy, and   were unable to suggest radical   solu​tions.
The sixth session of UNCTAD which opened on June 6th, 1983, at Belgrade had been expected to grapple with some of the burning’ issues that are a bone of contention bet​ween the underdeveloped coun​tries and the industrialized nations. The meeting took place against the backdrop of widening differences and stiffening attitudes among the delegates, the rising wave of protectionism, the persistence of recession and what is of particular concern, to third world countries, the near collapse of global commodity markets that has hit their economies hard. The problems discussed were grouped under the following four heads; 1) The world economic situa​tion 2) Commodity issues 3) International trade in goods and services and .4.’ Monetary and fiscal reforms.
The countries that   attended the   conference   were    clearly divided into two   camps.    On one side stood the countries of the third world, organized into the group of 77, while on the other   stood     the     imperialist countries of the West organized into the OECD (representing 24 imperialist countries of the Americas, Europe and   Japan). The Soviet block countries did not play an active role as their loot of the third world is not left to the vagaries of free trade but takes the   form   of direct ‘agreements’, termed  ‘bilateral trade’*.    All said and done, the newly emerging soviet imperia​list monster is financially weak, itself economically   indebted to the west and has little chance of competing with the West by way of free trade.   It thus must use, a surer strategy of loot through direct arm-twisting and bullying (called negotiations).   “Even the exchange rate   is   not   left   to chance of the market mechanism dominated as it is by the dollar; but, as in India, to direct rupee-rouble agreements, which are revised monthly in favor   of the rouble.

At this    conference   the   two contending sections-the Group 77   and the OEGD countries-took directly opposite positions on   nearly   every   issue.     The Group 77 had come there with their economies in shambles but with a concerted plan, developed at the earlier meetings of the   Non-Aliened    Movement, etc., and   utilized   as its main plank   the   earlier   UNCTAD resolutions   St   Buenos    Aires which   called for   a   common Commodity Fund, liberalization of   international trade, larger flow of resources to poor countries   and   larger   transfer   of technology. On the other hand, the   industrialized    imperialist countries too came as a block, fresh from their OECD summit, which ended on May 10th 1983, and the Williamsburg meet of the leading 7 western imperialist powers at the end of May 1983.   Their   main concern at these summits was how to get out of their own severe economic crises. The problems of the third world were their last concern.       They     attended     the UNCTAD   meet   on    suffererance.   Their   strategy   having been worked out earlier at the OECD and Williamsburg summits, their aim was to withstand and reject the demands being made on them by the Group 77.

UNCTAD Policy Paper.

The problems of the third world were put forward in a policy paper presented by the UNCTAD secretariat, entitled A ‘Strategy or the Techno​logical Transformation of Developing Countries’.
The policy paper notes that during the post-war period, many nations attained politi​cal independence but that independence was severely restricted by their economic and technical dependence.
The paper goes on to suggest a solution for   removing these shortcomings. The broad obje​ctive   should   be, it   says, to obtain a technological transfor​mation of the underdeveloped countries   by   reducing     their external   technological   depen​dence   and    by    strengthening their   national    capacity     for autonomous technological deve​lopment.    And how is this to be done?   By requiring speci​ally, “a  rapidly  expanding economy. National plans there​fore should aim at high growth rates, which permit technologi​cal transformation to proceed at a steady pace.    For a high growth rate the economy will have to rely to such an extent on imports of technology and resources   that, although   its productive capacity expands at a rapid rate, its   technological autonomy   is impaired........By Its very nature technology plan​ning has to be set in the pers​pective of a strategy stretching over 20 to 30 years or spanning the time period of four to six five —year plans”. In other words, third world economies must remain dependent for a solution of their problems tied indefinitely to the capi​talist/imperialist system. Fur​ther the fraudulent suggestion that, ‘technology planning has to be set in the perspective of a strategy stretching over 20 to 30 years has once again been put forward when a; similar suggestion made at the time of ‘political independence had proved wrong. Then, the imperialists had maintained that their ‘assistance’ would be required for a decade or two to put the newly ‘independent’ third world countries on their feet, so that after that span of time they could grow inde​pendently. Now over 3 decades have passed and this ‘assistance’ has ensured that the countries of the third world remain even more dependent and tied to the imperialists, (whether of the U. S., or Soviet variety). The solution lies therefore not in such’ technology’ adjustments but by. Completely breaking the yoke of imperialism from the backs of the third world countries. This the policy document would not dare say.
Further the policy document says,  “A primary   element   to achieve technological transfor​mation of a developing country must be the need to reduce its dependence on the agricultural sectors and on primary produc​tion in general.    Thus, raising productivity in agriculture and reducing   its    dependence    on climatic conditions and other natural phenomenon should   be the basis of the technological policies........Unless the primary
Sector    is    transformed, the external dependence of develop​ing countries will be increased through their greater   need   to sell   their   primary goods for further    processing     and     to import     the     required      raw materials for its industries .......
The technological gap between the developed and developing countries as measured by productivity per person is highest   m agriculture - 12 times.” Though recognizing agriculture as the cause for backwardness, what this policy document does not say is that such ‘technological advance’ is impossible without breaking down the existing land relations in agriculture. It is the backward, semi-feudal land relations in agriculture in third world countries, which prevents an increase in productivity; technological advancement and growth of the home market and perpetrates the existing state of backwardness. Thus raising productivity in agriculture, transforming the primary sector, etc., is not possible through a technological revolution as the UNCTAD policy document suggests but through an agrarian revolution.
Though not able to suggest any such clear-cut solution, the third world countries were forced to come out as a whole against the imperialist powers because of the unprecedented trade crisis into which they have been pushed in the last two years.

TRADE CRISIS OF THE THIRD WORLD

In November 1982, the current economic recession had lasted for three years and reached a peak, previously touched only during the great depression, half a century earlier. Thirty- two million people were unemployed in the developed countries and industrial output had fallen by nearly 5%. By the end of 1982, 53,000 companies had gone bankrupt in the USA and 12,000 in Germany. In order to get out of this crisis the imperialists pushed their burden on to the backs of the third world countries.
For the under developed countries commodity prices had fallen by 30% and export earn​ings had dropped by an estima​ted $2, 100 crores over 1981 and 1982 alone. Together with increased interest payments the underdeveloped countries as a whole had suffered a loss of $7,000 crores to 9, 000 crores in this period. Also ‘the commo​dity terms of trade* of non-oil exporting underdeveloped coun​tries which worsened only marginally from mid-1960s to 1978 deteriorated substantially by some 27% between 1978 and 1980 and by a further 12% in 1981. UNCTAD says that indications are that there will be a further worsening of the terms of trade in 1982. The UNCTAD study further points out, by an analysis of the factors which contributed to the increase of about 1,600 crores between 1980 and 1981 in the aggregate external deficit of these countries, at of this total, the fall in commodity export earnings accounted for 800 crores while the increase in interest rates added 400 crores to debt servicing charges.
In other words in these last two years the imperialist coun​tries have further robbed the third world of crores, by
a)
Adjusting the terms of trade in their favor, i.e., by increasing the value of their exports to underdeveloped countries and importing from them at low prices.
b)
Cutting imports and increas​ing exports to under​developed countries and
c)
Increasing interest rates, on loans given to under- developed countries. Thereby, in the I960 / 82 period, the commodity exports of the poor coun​tries slumped by $ 2,000 crores and their total export revenue by $ 4,000 crores. At the same time, their debt service charge rose by $ 3,700 crores and their total debt burden today amounts to a crushing), 000 crores.
It is this tremendous trade and financial crisis that has pushed the third world coun​tries to be more vocal against the imperialist powers.
RESULTS OF UNCTAD-YI
UNCTAD was set up in 1964 at a time when numerous countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America had just achieved transfer of power. UNCTAD - 1 was held in Geneva under the General Secretary ship of Raul Prebisch. This conference was attended by 1500 delegates from 119 countries and lasted three months from 23 March to 16 June. At that time the major ‘concession’ that the imperialist powers gave to the under​developed countries was a promise of 1% of their national income as aid. Then, that was believed to have been a great victory for the third world. But today all realize that it was a big hoax. The so-called aid was merely an instrument whereby the imperialists could continue to rob the third world of their wealth.
The essence of UNCTAD-VI was that, on the one hand the third world countries had grouped themselves together to demand that the were no longer prepared to take the extra burden of the economic crisis while on the other hand the imperialist powers refused to compromise even a little and were determined to push the maximum burden onto the backs of the underdeveloped countries.
Though the final plenary session adopted a series of reso​lutions aimed at stabilization of commodity prices, halting prot​ectionism and increasing the flow of resources to underdeve​loped countries, the commit​ments of the developed nations were continuously qualified by statements of reservation, especially by the US Therefore, little consensus was achieved at UNCTAD VI.
Mr. Osman, while summing up the conference, himself admitted that “the Group 77 had come to the conference on a minimum programme of immediate measures and the minimum expectations were for UNCTAD VI to facilitate increased flow of resources in real terms to developing (under, developed) countries, pave the way for the injection of substantial amounts of liquidity into the economies of the developing countries, and adopt a set of measures for expanding the access to the markets of the developed countries of exports from the developing countries. Mr Oman added that “in the field of money and finance, some advances of a conceptual nature had been made but they did not add up to much and in the areas of critical need, per​formance had been niggardly. In the field of commodities the conference had mainly reiterated previous positions. By far the most dismal outcome has been in the field of trade.”
In other words, to but it bluntly, the Group 77 achieved basically nothing at UNCTAD VI. Also the conference did not arrive at a common appraisal of the world economic situation or agree on the short and long term measures needed to promote recovery and develop​ment. Major developed nations disassociated themselves from the statement adopted on the world economic situation with special emphasis on develop​ment and stuck to their own assessment in the OECD, and Williamsburg summit declara​tions.
The countries of the third world cannot expect any help from imperialist countries. Neither consensus nor pleading can help. Struggle alone can win justice for the third world countries. UNCTAD-IV has taught us that lesson. Yet, on this occasion the third world has at least voiced dissent against the predatory imperialists. Now, it is for the people of the third world to raise their defiance to the level of new democratic national liberation revolutionary movements against the imperia​list powers as a whole, including the Social imperialists. Only ‘thus will their countries be freed from the imperialist yoke so that their wealth and resources need no longer be plundered but instead used for their own development

DRAFT MANIFESTO OF
All India League for Revolutionary Cullture

We reproduce this Draft Mani​festo, which will be submitted at the Inaugural Conference of the All India League for Revolu​tionary Culture to be held at New Delhi on 14th and 15th of October 1983. Response to this docu​ment may be communicated to Com. K. V. Ramana Reddy, J1-33-957, Kavali - 524202, Andhra Pradesh.
1.
Ours is an epoch of revolutions. Countries are fighting for independence; nations for liberation; and people for revolution. Imperia​lism of whatever color is fast moving to its grave but its convulsions are taking the shape of local wars and preparations for a highly destructive world war. The older and declining Imperialism of the U-S- and the newer and aggressive Soviet Social Imperialism are conten​ding for hegemony all over the  world, though they seem to be colluding at times. Imperialism as such is a deadly enemy of oppressed peoples. Soviet Social Imperialism is more so in view of its highly deceptive nature, which enables it to pass for a socialist state and espe​cially because of its recklessly aggressive acts leading to global tensions. Both are seeking by different ways to do away with even the nominal independence and sovereignty of the less developed countries by gaining a stranglehold over their eco​nomy and politics and by cor​rupting their culture.
2.
It is in this context that we have to take stock of our country’s position. India is a semi-colonial and semi-feudal country seeking in vain to main​tain a semblance of indepen​dence. The Comprador and state bureaucratic bourgeoisie and the feudal forces wielding state power for more than three decades are dependent upon and subservient to Imperialism. By its very Comprador chara​cter, the Indian big bourgeoisie cannot abolish feudalism since feudal forces continue as part of the ruling combine. Nor can it free the country from the fetters of Imperialism. Conse​quently the basic issue of the tiller’s ownership of the soil is unresolved.
3.
The Indian Communist movement failed to fulfill its revolutionary task on account of the dominance of an incor​rect line, which led it astray into the Quagmire of Revisionism. The line of ‘Peaceful Transi​tion to Socialism’. Submerged it in bourgeois parliamentarism, in spite of its leftist posturing and radical sloganeering. It betrayed the legacy of the heroic armed struggle of the Telengana peasantry, which provided a real ray of hope for the toiling masses and briefly showed the correct road of agrarian revo​lution as in China.
4.
Thanks to the armed struggle of the peasantry in Naxalbari, Revolution came to the forefront of the agenda in Indian politics. The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution in the People’s Republic of China provided the backdrop However Naxalbari is primarily the culmination of internal contradictions in our society. Naxalbari marks a real break​through because it opened up prospects of New Democratic Revolution with Agrarian Revolution as its axis. With it, Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought asserted itself, defea​ting the revisionist trend within the Indian communist move​ment and standing forth as the champion of the interests of the toiling masses, not only against the country’s ruling combine but also against its external masters, the neo-colonists led by the U.S. and Social Impe​rialists  Russia. The strategy of protracted armed struggle was adopted as the path of revolution along with the orien​tation of Miss-Line. Ever since, an upsurge of peasant-armed struggles has been erupting intermittently in different parts of our country, making the prospects of a victorious revolu​tion brighter.
5.
Culture is the ideological reflection of the politicos and economics of a society, indeed, of its entire material base. It is certainly not a mirror-refle​ction, but a product of diale​ctical interaction with that base. Our culture is at present an ugly compound because the material base of our society is itself like that. Obscurantism, fatalism, mysticism and irrationalism are still very much with us because of the stubborn persistence of feudal relations. Cheap and vulgar commercialism pervades our cultural life. The subservience of the Indian ruling classes to Imperialism has resulted in the survival of a colonialist and decadent cul​ture reflecting the anxiety, disi​llusionment and despair of a dying social force. Consequen​tly a hideous amalgam of feudal, capitalist and Imperialist ele​ments dominates our culture. Casteism, communalism, male chauvinism and eroticism are hand in hand with formalism, subjectivism, existentialism and nihilism. Imperialism with its decadent values is desperately giving a new lease of life to things like yoga and Bhakti. The so-called Spiritualism of India is being glorified. Religion has become a multi crore busi​ness. The amalgam of feudal values with Imperialist ideology has given rise to revivalism of the said Oriental Spirituality, clothed in a western garb, just as in our economic life the pro​cess of the so-called indigenous development based on foreign capital and technology has resul​ted in the sophisticated development only a limited sphere lea​ving the vast areas of the economy at the level of bullock-cart technology. It has also been fostering the notion of big-nation chauvinism in the name of national pride. This reactionary cultural alliance is but a cover for the country’s actual subordination to foreign powers and this needs to be ex​posed for what it really is. So​viet Social Imperialism is making a futile exercise to rob Marxism of its revolutionary content by means of revisionism and reformism. Its contribu​tion to the cultural hotchpotch in India is more insidious and therefore more harmful. All this calls for a revolutionary change in the existing cultural situation of our society and for fostering of genuine people’s culture. The growing up​surge of revolutionary struggles of the oppressed masses makes this crying need all the more urgent and it also provides the material basis for such revolu​tionary pursuits in the sphere of culture.
6.
There has been in existence since ancient times a distinct strain of people’s culture in opposition to reactionary ideo​logy and culture. It has how​ever been either encrusted with elements of the culture of the ruling classes or else suppressed altogether. It is our duty to lay claim to all its positive aspects. Our new culture has to be con​sciously built up by dialectically assimilating the democratic ele​ments of this cultural heritage in the light of historical mate​rialism, removing its dross, ri​dding it of its encrustations and making it serve the needs of the future better.
7.
Already certain welcome efforts in the right direction have begun in certain parts of the country since a decade and more. A conscious effort is now needed to harness these nascent forces and give a nation​wide impetus to revolutionary activity in the sphere of culture-A concerted effort is needed not only to combat and defeat the cultural onslaught of -lie ruling classes and their masters, but also to discover and nourish the genuinely popular elements in our national culture, molding them so as to contribute to the cause of revolution. Cre​ative writers and artists and activists in various fields of cultural life, social scientists and scientisthave all to be mobilized to the end of building a cultural detachment in the army of revolution. This broad front of revolutionary cultural activists has to be brought under one banner and forged into an organization — an All - India League—so that the cultural tasks serving the Indian Democratic Revolution could be well fulfilled,

8.
The various organizations which become constituent units of the League will all be committed to the cause of New Democratic Revolution in India and they will uphold Marxism Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought as their world out look and as correct guide to action, as the Marxism-Leninism of the present epoch. They acknowledge People as the real source and sustenance of culture and adhere to the practice of Mass Line- “From the People To the People*’—drawing positive lessons from the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution of the People’s Republic of China, They pin their faith in the initiative of the masses In all spheres of life including culture. They accept that India is a semi-colonial and semi-feudal country and undertake to strive in their respective fields of culture and literature etc; to further the cause of the ongoing People’s Democratic Revolution with agrarian revolution as its axis. They recognize the (validity of Cultural Revolution as a sharp weapon in the armory of class struggle, to carve forward revolution both during and after the period of the transformation, of society.

9.
The constituents of League will exchange views, translate each other writings and compositions. They will also exchange cultural teams to promote better understanding of cultural heritage of various regions of our country and learn from the concrete experience of different units. They will participate in each other’s conferences, work​shops etc, and stand by each other in toe matter of civil liberties and democratic rights. Preserving their identities and initiative of action, they will all present a common front of revolutionary culture.
10.
The League presents a joint front against the anti people culture of the present day and fight the forces of reaction, decadence, revisionism and reformism as manifested variously in the present cultural life. It lights to remove from the educational, scientific and cultural spheres of our coun​try’s life elitist, pro upper-class elements of culture left over as the legacy of coloni​alism. It seeks to nourish the militant and anti-authoritarian elements of the people’s culture and to foster people’s art forms in tune with the needs of the people’s struggles. It strives to usher in a revolution in ideas favorable to the emer​gence of a New Democratic Society by cherishing a rational out-look, scientific attitude, and dialectical materialist way of thinking. It lends full support to all people’s rev​olutionary struggles both here and abroad.
11.  The name of the organisation will be ALL INDIA LEAGUE FOR REVOLU​TIONARY CULTURE. Its flag will be red in color with a hammer, sickle and pen in the middle. Its sphere of activity will be art, literature, education, philosophy and the like, encompassing in superstructure of society. It will bring out a journal in English to propagate the activities and promote the exchange of words among its various constituents.
    12. The League strives to forge close links with all those forces and elements, organized or unorganized, in the vast sphere of culture which seek in their own different ways to trans​form it radically. It thus maintains fraternal relations with them all by means of a joint endeavor; and concer​ted effort. It plays the role of a Vanguard, spearheading all the cultural forces and ele​ments working at varying levels and in different ways towards the total regeneration of the cultural mores and values. It strives to create a genuine national, democratic, revolutionary culture for the boundless masses of our great people.
ADVANCE THE AGRARIAN  REVOLUTION  AND FIGHT BACK  THE  DANGER OF WORLD WAR
Our political resolution entitled “Present Political Situation and our Tasks” (adopted in Septem​ber 1980) gave a call for “buil​ding an anti hegemonist united front against Soviet Social Imperialism”. It said, “The time has come for the world proletariat take initia​tive to build an anti-hegemonist Unted Front against Soviet Social Imperialism”.
But, since the adoption of this line, the situation has under​gone a total change in that the Communist Party of China, which holds state power, has turned into a revisionist party; the proletariat dictatorship there has become a bourgeoisie dicta​torship and Socialist China turned into a capitalist country. As such, the base of the world socialist revolution has ceased to exist and hence the very basis on which to build the world​wide anti-hegemonist front against Soviet Social Imperialism has become extinct. Not only that, the purpose of the world wide United Front - i.e., defen​ding the base of the world socialist revolution - no more remains a task.
Therefore, the Central Commi​ttee (C.C) hereby withdraws the call for building anti hegemonist-united front against the Soviet Social Imperialism
At the sometime the C. C makes it clear that the withdrawal of the united front call does not in any way mean that the danger of the outbreak of another world war has receded or at least lessened to any extent. The proletariat should not, even by a small measure, relax its strug​gle to avert the out-break of war, and in the event of war the struggle to deal a deathblow to imperialism. Contention between the two super powers Soviet Social Imperia​lism and U. S. imperialism for world hegemony continues to be the source of another world war and especially aggre​ssive urge of the new imperialist Superpower,  the Soviet Social imperialism, for a redivision of the world markets renders this danger all the more great. Hence the revolutionary forces should further strengthen their vigilance and struggle against both the super powers and especially Soviet Social Imperialism. That Soviet Social imperialism is still able to use the cloak of socialism and hood-wink the world people hiding its real class nature makes it all the more dange​rous. Therefore, the world proletariat must not relax but on the other hand heighten its efforts to expose and struggle against social imperialism as well as expose its fifth colum​nist parties inside the country. Only then we can effectively struggle against the war designs of both the super powers and fight to avert the outbreak of war.
On the home front, the C. C. calls to further intensify the agrarian revolution and ail other forms of class struggle; and wherever the struggles of the peasantry have reached a signi​ficant stage under the leader​ship of the proletariat, to inten​sify armed struggle as detailed in our tactical line, with the perspective of developing those peasant struggles into guerilla struggles against the govern​ment.
Only by such sustained efforts we can see that the mounting frustration of the people is not diverted into counter- revolutionary paths and is properly mobilized 10 intensify protracted armed struggle under the leadership of the proletariat to overthrow the big comprador bourgeoise-feudal government led by Indira Gandhi and win victory of the Peoples* Democratic Revolution of India.

Only by intensifying armed struggle wherever conditions are ripe; by co-coordinating the struggles of different nationalities with the Indian democratic revolution and pushing them ahead; and by advancing more militantly and extensively the the various spontaneous struggles launched by people on different issues, the proletariat can successfully fulfill its historic task of averting the outbreak of war, and when the inevitable happens, can defeat imperialism, the root cause of wars and liberate backward countries as part of the world socialist revolution.

Long live Peoples’ Democratic Revolution of India:

Down with hegemonist design of imperialist super powers:

Death of war:

Long live agrarian revolution:

Land to the tiller:

Long    live    World   Socialist Revolution:

Long live. P. I.  (M. L.)

(Peoples War)

25-6-1983.

Central Committee C.P.I. (M.L.) (Peoples War)
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