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Preliminary Steps For Building Revolutionary Movement*
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On many occassions. opportunistic politics 
and leadership of the disruptive forces are acting 
as the main reason for these splits. Along with 
this, the influence of revisionist and neo-revis- 
ionist politics, and the deceptive tactics of ruling

classes are an obstacle to the advance of revolu
tionary movement.

2. Significance of Revolutionary 

Practice

In 1968 itself we have decided that it is not 
enough if, ideologically, we break from neo
revisionism and accept Mao zedong Thought.

• This is a document prepared by Com. DV when he 
was in jail. Its purpose was to provide guidelines to 
the State Organising Committee outside so that it can 
function on its own. It is translated from Telugu 

. original. .

•• The reference is to external emergency that was in 
force. There was, however, a equally intense repre
ssion as it was during the internal emergency of 1975— 
76 so far as Andhra Pradesh was concerned even at 
that time.

Today most of those working by following 
the revolutionary line of our party are young, 
zealous and determined. There are the comrades 
who withstood the manoeuvers and opportunist 
politics of opportunist forces and stood by the 
mass line- For so many reasons, our old com
rades are unable to concentrate much in the 
field of action- As a result of this, the responsi
bility of building revolutionary movement lies 
mainly with the young comrades. Their being 
ready to fulfill this responsibility is a welcome 
feature.

We are taking up the task of building revo
lutionary movement in a critical situation. The 
crisis-ridden ruling classes have intensified their 
repressive policy Emergency** is being continued. 
A major part of the leadership is under arrest- 
The leadership left outside has renounced the 
revolutionary path of the pafty and took to an 
opportunistic and disruptive line. Majority of the 
district-level leadership that is now in jail, have 
renounced the party line, and some are in a 
confused state without any line. Some are 
carrying on opportunistic and disruptive politics 
in various forms-

There are some important differences between 
the present situation and the initial stages 
(early forties) when we"were making efforts to 
build the revolutionary movement. At that time, 
our efforts had the support and sympathy of 
anti-B(itish and .anti-Nizam nationalist forces. 
Absence of splits in the party and among the 
revolutionary forces served as an important and 
postitive factor-, for us. At present, besides 
repression, splits in the party and revolutionary 
forces is an important weakness of the revolu-. 
tionary movement.

To fulfill this task it is necessary that we 
have a revolutionary orientation, revolutionary 
practice and a long term perspective. Our move
ment will have a revolutionary foundation only 
when we work with a revolutionary orientation, 
from now it self, towards the party and mass 
organisations, towards building the united front 
and mass issues. Only a revolutionary movement 
with a revolutionary foundation will take the 
form of people's armed struggle in a short time. 
It is only through their armed struggle people's 
democratic revolution will be victorious-

To the extent we have, we do have a good 
mass base- In plains as well as forest areas, we 
already have enough areas where we have our 
influence. We also have the mass base necessary 
to work among students, workers and lower 
middle classes. Providing an organisational 
shape to the militants and cadres, giving them a 
practicable programme and reviving the mass 
activities will be our immediate task.
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All comrades in various responsibilities 
should seriously study thase documents and 
take their help in understanding and solving the 
problems facing our revolutionary movement. 
Even in this document suggestions given by us 
will be very general. .In the fast changing con
ditions of the present day. trying to implement 
these suggestions verbatim may not be helpful 
to advance the movement. Comrades should 
review their experiences and party's experiences 
and discuss and decide in their party units as to 
when, how and to what extent the implement- 
atidn of those suggestions would be helpful" to 
the piogress of the movement. We must not 
forget that we may have to formulate new ones 
also in many cases.

• There were several documents in the subsequent 
period too. But they did not reach the party.members 
and people for several reasons. Now they are. being 
made available one after another.

•• The reference is to ‘People’s Democratic Revolution 
in India—An Explanation of the Programme’. In the 
Foreword to it, the question of "nine communist 
revolutionaries’* was clarified-

Thus we made unsparing efforts to apply 
Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought to 
the specific conditions of and revolutionary 
practice in India. Today we are not the same in 
number as we were in 1968-69 70. We are 
revolutionaries with unity of will; though small 

. in number. This very unity will give us strength 
and will lay the foundations for the advance of 
the revolutionary movement.

We must study the theoretical works of 
Marx. Engels, Lenin, Stalin and Mao We must 
learn to apply the basic issues in these works ■ 
to our specific conditions and revolutionary 
practice-’ We can learn this application only 
when westart working among the people. So 
long as we don't work among the people, all our 
ideological knowledge remains academic Be
cause of this reason, revolutionary practice is 
essential and basic for revolutionaries along with 
ideological knowledge. At this stage we must 
clearly realise that revolutionary practice means 
but taking preliminary steps for building revolu
tionary movement and building it.

and that we should take to building the revolu
tionary movement through revolutionary practice. 
In accordance with this, a circular titled "Lay 
Foundations for a Struggle oriented movement", 
was given to party activists in the beginning of 
September. Some efforts were made in some 
areas. Realising that this is not enough and that 
we need a clear cut programme for building 
revolutionary movement, , we have formulated 
'Immediate Programme' in April 1969- The 
understanding that revolutionary movement 
should be built based on a programme of agrarian 
revolution and this revolutionary movement 
should be developed as pecple's armed struggle 
was evolved in our "Immediate Programme". 
This understanding is entirely, different from . 
Charumajumdar group's understanding of armed 
struggle which has no.relation with people and 
agrarian revolution- -

Differences between state leadership and 
CP group in the implementation of'Immediate 
Programme', usurping the party machinery by 
CP group end deflecting the party from the 
path of revolution, mobilising all those who 
accept Immediate Programme into one organisa ■ 
tion are the important developments of the recent 
period.

During this period the State Committee has 
prepared two documents "Left Deviation within 
the Party" and 'Right Opportunist Trend within 
the party' and handed down to the party. Prior 
to this, a document criticising the extremist line 
of Charu majumdar, "Left Trend among Indian 
Revolutionaries", was handed down to the party.

In all these documents the experiences ofTelengana 
Armed Struggle (1946-51) and Srikakulam 
Revolutionary Peasant Struggle (the phase 
earlier to armed struggle) were examined by the 
state, committee in the light of Marxism-Lenin
ism-Mao Zedong Thought. That the understand
ing contained in Immediate programme is correct 
was clear by this. ♦ .

Now the Statement given by nine communist 
revolutionaries in the Additional Sessions Court 
is also before, the party ♦* This will also help 
in developing the understanding contained in 
Immediate Programme on our programme and 
tactics.
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• A document circulated by the CP group leadership.

•• It was also completed shortly after. They are publi
shed as “Our Basic Documents.” [also in the Proleta
rian Line, Sep 82 (No. 25) as supplement ] The Draft 
Programme and Path were circulated earlier also.

CP group does not have this understanding. 
They carried on activities going against Imme
diate programme, and said that armed struggle 
can be carried on without any relation to people's 
consciousness and agrarian revolution and they 
say that this is their two years' experience. 
These are the major defects in their understand
ing: 1. Their experiences have not come in the 
course of mass struggles; rather they are a 
result of their renouncing them. 2. Nor they are 
a result of implementation of Immediate Pro
gramme; rather they are the result of rejecting it.

implementation of Immediate Programme and 
. concluded that it is correct. This is the correct 

understanding and this is the correct method.

With the help of their "Two years' experie
nces”. * CP (Chandra Pulla Reddy) group nas 
also formulated a programme; so a doubt may 
arise- for some people as to why it also should 
not be considered as correct? We review our 
experiences of mass struggles gained while 
implementing the Immediate Programme and 
make necessary changes in our tactics In the 
same way. we also review the experiences of 
spontaneous struggles and those not led by us, 
and examine how far are our programme and 
tactics are correct and make necessarv changes. 
The programme remains the same throughout 
the revolutionary stage. In our Immediate pro
gramme we have decided on the outline of a 
programme necessary for the stage of People s 
Democratic Revolution-We have yet to formulate 
a comprehensive programme.**

Party building has a great importance in the 
preliminary steps that we take in building the 
revolutionary movement. The way we 
build it on solid revolutionary foundation right 
from now will determine the results we get in 
future.

If our party has to shape into a revolutio- 
ary party and develop and consolidate, it must 
have a foundation, ideological, programmatic 
and organisational- Besides accepting Marxism- 
Leninism-Mao's Thought as our ideology, we 
are making efforts to apply it to our specific 
conditions and revolutionary practice. Our str
uggle against'left' and rightist trends are pro
viding an ideological base to our party. When 
we build revolutionary movement on the one 
hand and carry on ideological struggle on the

In this connection, our experineces in Kond- 
amodalu area of East Godavari district are 
revolutionary. They are helpful to the progress 
of revolutionary movement. They are the experi
ences gained during 8-10 months of agrarian 
revolutionary movement built with the help of 
one comrade in a limited area on the basis of 
party programme and tactics formulated in the 
documents "Lay Foundations for a Struggle- 
oriented Mass Movement" and Immediate Pro
gramme. (We made these experiences available 
to the party through a review)'. When we study 
them, our experiences make it clear that there is 
no need for us to despair and while away our 
time thinking that ours is a small party with a 
very few cadres, and that we can do little in the 
near future. If we start work with a correct 
revolutionary understanding even with the few 
cadres and the mass base that we have, we can 
surely build a revolutionary movement in a short 
time. A short time does not of course mean 
months or weeks- It only means that' we should 
not consider it as a matter of distant future- Our 
opinion is that it is not only necessary but pra
cticable that we go about building the revolu
tionary movement right now.

3. Tha:r experiences are not in keeping with
• mass line which is the basic point of Marxism- 

Leninism and Mao thought- They are the - 
experiences contrary to it. 4 These experiences, 
let alone helping to build and advance the 
revolutionary movement, had caused a setback 
to them. After studying them in the light of 
Marxism Leninism and Mao-Zedong Thought, 
we have decided that they are not helpful to 
build and advance the revolutionary movement. 
And we have rejected them- As against this, 
we have studied experiences gained during the
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and those who did not have that understanding 
were divided and are dividing into various 
groups. CP group is one of them. This course 
may still continue *

We must lay foundations to build the party 
on the ideological programmatic foundation that 
we have- We must strengthen our party organi
sation. We can lay right foundations for the 
party organisation ’only if we take,^p the task 
with a correct understanding right from now. 
We should not weaken party foundations 
with our eagerness to somehow gather a 
crowd.

At present we have a state organising com
mittee.** units working as district committees, 
and units working under these committees. 
Having less number of units and whole-timers 
at village level is one main weakness. Added to 
this, we don’t have financial resources. Both 
the problems, finance and cadre, can be solved 
only in the course of development of the move
ments. We have well-wishers, sympathisers, 
those helping in legal programmes, and militants 
to be developed into whole-timers and party 
members. But we don't have contacts with 
them. Even where we have, they are very weak. 
There is no clear cut understanding as to which 
category we have to place them in. Keeping 
contacts with them, deciding their grade, 
absorbing-the deserving comrades into the 
organisation, and entrusting responsibilities to 
the rest according to their capacity and consci
ousness, coordinating their work and using them 
for the party are some of the important tasks in 
the organisational front. As we have some 
mass base, this effort is not only possible but 
necessaryalso.

As a result, a filtering has been going on in 
the party. This does not mean that there are no 
weaknesses in those accepting and implementing 
Immediate Programme. Recognising and gett
ing rid of their weaknesses is a part of building 
the party and revolutionary movement-

We must atleast roughly decide the grade of 
. those helping and working with us. In some 

cases we may go wrong in our assessments- We 
should go forward by correcting these mistakes 
with . experiences. Wellwishers People's 
democratic revolution has the character of bour
geois democratic revolution. Bourgeois and petty 
bourgeois individuals, though continuing in their . 
professions, will bp helping us. as they-accept 
atleast some aspects of our programme, or as 
they regard us as those working for people. We

• other, then our party will develop on a strong 
foundation.

We also have a programmatic basis. In our 
Immediate Programme, besides formulating a 
programme of agrarian revolution, we have also 
decided on the important components necessary • 
for our general programme. At present we have 
also evolved a comprehensive draft programme 
and. are discussing it- With this we have a 
programmatic foundation also. x

But we don't have an organisational found
ation. In our state as well as all over the country 
revolutionaries are divided into groups. With 
the CP group renouncing the Immiedate Pro
gramme and taking to an "armed struggle" that 
has nothing to do with people and agrarian 
revolution, whatever organisation we previously 
had was also split. With this all those following 
Immediate Programme and having that under
standing came to one side. Those who did not 
accept and implement Immediate Programme

• The latest (end of 1980) breakaway group is of the 
same category.
There was a State Organising Committee outside the 
jail when this was being written. It was no more 
necessary after the State Committee members were 
released from jail subsequently.

In the absence of the stable party organisa
tion, and as a result of organisational weak
nesses which are a legacy of the revisionist 
party, we ceased to have a clear ut understand
ing towards various people related to our party 
organisation. Often, because of our inability to 
distinguish between well wishers, sympathisers 
and candidates, we are unable to decide as to 
who should be used, and to which extent, for 
the party. Sometimes it is leading to losses 
also.
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They must not be confused with party 
members.

When they accept atleast some aspects of our progra
mme, they are political sympathisers to that extent.

These comrades, in the period of candidate* 
ship, should acquire the qualifications necessary 
for party membership. Working with discipline, 
developing party understanding and party con
duct, understanding, problems in the field one 
works with party outlook are essential for them.

. The period of candidateship should be not 
less than 6 months. If one does not acquire the 
necessary qualifications within that time, one 
must be kept as a candidate for some more time, 
and party membership should be given only after 
the above qualifications are acquired.

Leading committees should carefully review 
from time to time as to how far -they are acqui
ring the above qualifications.

We are in need of a large number of sympa
thisers. A ceaseless effort should be carried on 
to consolidate those we have and to win over 
new sympathisers- their necessity is very much 
there for party activities.

Candidates do not have the right to vote. 
Candidates and members should be kept in the 
same unit for the present. If there are enough 
candidates to form a unit in one place in a parti
cular field, then, according to convenience of 
work, a separate unit may be formed for them.

At present there is confusion among our 
sympathisers- Revolutionaries being split into 
several groups and their slanderous propaganda 
against us is the main reason for this. To remove 
this we have to patiently explain our politics to 
them and counter the slander We must remove 
their doubts by discussing with them individ
ually and in groups. We must rally them to our 
mass line.

Candidates : All those who want to be 
party members should first work as party candi
dates. Besides accepting Marxism-Leninism and 
Mao Thought as their ideology, they should 
accept party programme and path (People's war), 
and in accordance with that, should work in a 
party unit- Generally many people accept the 
ideology ^and programme but they will not be 
prepared to work. Such people should be consi
dered as sympathisers but not as candidates. 
Candidates must necessarily participate in party 
activities. A part of local party will be inactive if 
the candidates do not work.

consider such people as our wellwishers. We 
should take help from these people to the extent 
and in the form it is possible forthem.* We 
must keep an eye on those who want to use us 
for their our ends.

squads. . In any campaign or struggle they 
come forward in large number. Best , ele
ments among them will develop as party 
members. Party development depends on abso
rbing them into the organisation and developing 
them politically. If this is not done, they often 
become inactive, go away from tne party and its 
activities, and get lost in the masses again. 
This is what is happening to many today. i

Sympathisers By sympathisers, we 
mean political sympathisers. Those who accept 
our political programme and policy and extend 
monetary and other kinds of help to the extent 
possible, as they can not participate in our day- 
to-day programmes, are sympathisers. In revis
ionist and neo-revisionist parties, sdch people 
are not only considered as party members but 
also as party leaders- As they are election parties, 
only such people have importance- As far as we 
a<e concerned, all these are sympathisers. Help
ing party economically and otherwise is their 
main responsibility. Some of them may have led 
public life. We can consider as to in which mass 
organisation and in what capacity they are use
ful and decide accordingly.

Militants :- In villages as well as towns 
there are youth who have contacts with us and 
who do party work. They have an important role 
among those who work and make a success of 
the mass struggles and movements we conduct 
on economic and political issues. It is they 
who work in student movements and youth 
organisations. It is they who join volunteer



i
vi

2. They should have class consciousness 
and class outlook and should be able to partici
pate in and lead mass struggles without fear.

If we want to lay a strong foundation to the 
party organisation, we must be careful right 
from the stage- of selecting candidates and 
giving membership. . .

Party Membership : Deciding who is a 
party member would not be a difficult work 
when we work with the above understanding in 
selecting candidates and in reviewing their work- 
They must have the qualifications and fulfil the 
responsibilities given below.

.1
committee's decisions. He should work accor
ding to the principle of democratic centralism.

Politics must be in command while selecting 
candidates and giving membership. Today diffe
rent types of opportunist politics are in circula
tion in the name of • Marxism-Leninism and 
Mao's Thought- There are rightist and 'left' 
politics among them. Petty'bourgeois revolutio
nism looks like revolutionism. But it cannot be 
Marxism-Leninism and Mao's Thought. We can 
not-accept petty bourgeois revolutionism just

* Subsequently this was relaxed. The minimum is one 
should be prepared to go to jail Underground life 
is not possible in everybody’s case.

Higher committees should not accept party 
membership enmasse- Membership should be 
given after scrutinising qualifications of each 
individual.

Some who are already party members may 
lack in certain qualifications. After reviewing 
their conditions, necessary help should be given 
to them to overcome their weaknesses and to 
acquire those qualifications

For the present we will have a very limited 
membership. There is nothing to worry about 
this. To ihe extent we have, a working member
ship with due political level is enough. As our 
activities spread and as revolutionary movement 
develops, membership and its quality also 
develop

1. They must accept 'Marxism-Leninism 
and Mao's Thought and also party programme 
and path. (This aspect is completed during the 
period of candidature itself).

6. Within the limits of.his income, he must 
give some amount to the party as a levy and be 
a partner in maintaining the party. -

7. He should be prepared to go to’jail and 
lead a secret life.* He should be able to carry 
on party work not only when there is no repre
ssion, but also when there is- Whether his 
area is an ordinary area, or a struggle area, or an 
area of armed struggle, he sJiould be able to 
work in some form or other.

The CPC (during the period of revolution) 
had a stipulation that, to give membership, 
one's class background should be considered, 
and depending on that, a period of candidature 
should be decided after completion of .which 
he/she should be recognised as a member. We 
must think of including this type of a clause in 
our party’s const'tutidn to be prepared by us. 
For the piesent we must give membership only 
to those who shed away alien class features. 
Once membership is given, everyone must have 
the understanding that all have equal rights and 
responsibilities- Class differences have no place 
in party membership.

3. They should have the necessary disci
pline in their day-to-day life, party activities, in 
carrying out. responsibilities, and in preserving 
party secrets. One should have the necessary 
moral conduct as a mass leader. He shoqld not 
have any vices harming the party-.

4. One should always make efforts to 
develop his ideological level and experiences of 
the struggle. Ona should cultivate the method of 
criticism and self-criticism to the extent of 
one's understanding and experience.

5. In accordance with local conditions he 
should be able to utilise a part of his time for 
party activities. He need not be a whole-timer.

8. He must be a member of a unit. After 
expressing his opinions in the unit, he must be 
ready to implement his unit's and the above
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Till now both part-timers and whole-timers 
were called as cadre. This only serves election 
parties (revisionists and neo revisionists). This 
arrangement will not be enough for a revolutio
nary party. This understanding is not correct or 
comprehensive.

All those in our leadership are professional 
revolutionaries. The cadre whom we ^are going 
to develop as leadership in future should also 
be developed with this understanding.

It may not be possible nowadays to run cla
sses for the development of cadre as in the past. 
For this they have to depend upon individual 
effort as well as political discussions and review 
of experiences made in their unit. The higher 
committees must pay special attention about this. 

' They must carefully observe how each comrade 
is developing.

All of us working in revolutionary party are 
revolutionaries. We have amongst us ordinary 
workers as well as professional revolutionaries. 
Ordinary workers also fulfil responsibilities that 
are in keeping with their level, with revolutionary 
consciousness. Though they are part-timers, 
when we understand that they are those with 
revolutionary consciousness, we can see the 
basic difference between them and part timers of 
the old type.

The concept of professional revolutionaries 
is by far new to us. Lenin mentioned this in his 
work, "What is to be done ? In the legal party 
machinery the Leninist concept of professional 
revolutionaries was degenerated by naming them 
as whole-timers- By categorising ail those who 
work by giving all their life to the party, either 
with a wage or without it, as whole timers, they 
have lemoved even the name of professional

revolutionaries from the party. Working whole
time with or without wages is by itself a sacri
fice. A comrade can do this sacrifice only when 
he has revolutionary consciousness of some 
level. But professional revolutionaries' level of 
consciousness will be much higher than that of 
an ordinary whole-timer. It is an altogether 
different concept. We can develop professional 
revolutionaries only when we are a revolutionary 
party. If a party has such a leadership, it can 
overcome the ebb and tide of the revolutionary 
movement and march ahead.

We need to study this process further. We 
have to gain some more experience- The higher 
committees should look into the problems of 
revolutionaries with care and sympathy and help 
in solving them. We should not follow 'make 
or break’ methods.

• The preliminary draft constitution of CPI (Revolutio
naries) has some more written in it about party mem
bership. It is included in the book “Our Basic 
Documents”.

The usefulness of each revolutionary should 
not be decided merely by his ability to work as 
an organiser. By entrusting which responsi
bilities are one's capacities best utilised by the 
party has to be decided by us. There is a dearth 
of party organisers. But still every revolutionary 
can't be an organiser. If one has the skill to 
work as an organiser, others only have capa
cities to work in other fields. These people are 
also necessary for us.‘ When we look at them 
in this angle and give them responsibilities 
which they can perform, then they can fulfill 
their responsibilities with confidence and sati
sfaction. Party activities will also spread and 
we will have wide contacts with different classes 
of people. As against this, if in view of party

because it is some sort of revolutionism- We 
have only one ideology j. e .Marxism-Leninism- 
Mao Zedong Thought. We have formulated a 
programme and path in accordance with this. 
Because of this reason other politics have no 
place among us. How we should act towards 
those having a different programme, different 
politics and a different path, will be decided 
separately by us but their membership will not be 
accepted. It would be wrong to advocate that 
they be given membership and then be correc
ted and developed. We will try to study and 
correct them as and when such trends raise their 

_ head in the course of the movement. Thus we 
always keep our party membership on correct 
foundations.*



•I

viii

6. Intensive Work and Extensive 
Work

Besides state organising committee, we 
have different units, local units and comardes 
working in mass organisations Since our units, 
and comrades are spread throughout the state, 
our central organisers also have to travel through
out the state to maintain contacts with them. 
It is not exaggeration if we say that we don't 
have' contacts with all those who are with us 
politically..

needs, we entrust to comrades responsibilities 
which they can not fulfil, they will be dishear
tened by failures. There will be no development 
in him; gradually he will become inactive and 
move away from the movement. Party organisa
tion will not be strengthened.

Though the member of our cadre is small, 
we have to work with a correct understanding 
from now itself. Experiences gained on cadre 
question have to be studied from now itself.

There are some areas when we have mass 
base- Though we have many such areas in 

- villages, we have them in towns also- If we 
work intensively in these areas, we will be able 
to give an organised shape to, our mass base- 
There is no objection to intensive work even in 
areas where we don't have mass base- If it is 
practicable we must definitely make efforts. A 
strong movement can be built in such areas also 
very soon-

peasant movement are important among them. 
Recent experiences of Kondamodalu peasant 
movement in East Godavari district are also 
there. We endeavoured to study and draw 
lessons by reviewing them in our documents. 
As these experiences are related to so many 
aspects, we may have to discuss them in the 
coming documents also Forthe present, com
rades should take from these documents, points 
necessary for the initial stages of building the 
movement and necessary efforts to apply them 
and formulate a program"1 e accordingly and to 
implement it. In this connection, we should 
keep in view the negative experiences of Kham- 
mam and Warangal areas and be careful to see 
that our comrades don't repeat the mistakes.

There are no readymade formulas to explain 
how extensive and intensive work should be. 
There are however some experiences we gained in 
the past. Experiences of Telangana revolutionary

Establishing contacts with them and orga
nising them in units and making them work is 

. an important task still before us. We call this an 
extens’ve work. Our central organisers naturally 
need some time to meet these comrades scatter
ed all over the state, to gi/e them a programme 
and to check up. That is why we can not con - 
cehtrate in all areas- Incur present organisa
tional situation, we can implement only a 
limited programme in many areas.

While applying these experiences, we should 
keep in mind one more important point. Today 
we donot have the historical conditions in which 
had started Telangana armed struggle. We are 
setting out to build the revolutionary movement 
in different historical conditions. Kondamodalu . 
area movement was started in the recent times. 
These experiences will be helpful tq us to a 
greater extent in the rural areas. The usefulness 
of these experiences or the experiences of 
Telangana armed siruggle depends upon.their 
application to the present conditions- No exper
ience, after all. can be useful without having 
relation with the present conditions.

Some people argue that the special' condi
tions prevailing in a gi»/en area are responsible 
for the development or non-development of the 
revolutionary movement there. We have been 
hearing these argument eversinee 1944. The 
main defect of this argument lies in belittling 

. the ef-’orts of the comrades who have adopted 
tactics in accordance with the conditions in their 
area, and in not understanding the weakness 
of those who have not done so There will 
always be differences in the conditions of differe- 
ent areas. But than it would be wrong to say 
that there won't be any opportunity for develop
ment of revolutionary movement in some areas- 
When we follow tactics suited to local conditions, 
forms of struggle have to decided on (he basis 
of the level of people's consciousness.
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1. Our progiamme and policy apply to the 
state and the whole country. They do not con
tain details relating to local conditions. Comrades 
should work out details after studying the local 
conditions. Then it would be possible to decide 
the programme and slogans to be implemented 
immediately.

In the present conditions, we must start 
building party organisation keeping the following 
points in mind.

Some decisions may appear as impracticable and 
beyond our capacity. But they are necessary to advan
ce the movement one step ahead. We should concen
trate all our energies and implement such decisions 
and thus advance the revolutionary movement. We 
should not. in the name of being modest, take decisi
ons that keep the movement in a state of starvation or 
push it behind.

4. Our programme, policy and explanations 
(our documents) are till now known only to the 
cadres who are in contact with our leadership. 
Our sympathisers do not know them. They only 
know the slander and distortions made by CP 
group. For this reason also it is necessary to 
take our politics into sympathisers and people.

3. Through pamphlets and documents, CP 
group has carried on a wild false propaganda 
against us- They have not limited it to activists. 
They have taken it into the sympathisers and 
people also. So we have to counter their sland
erous propaganda while taking our programme 
and policy to the people. We have to wipe out 
its influence in people, sympathisers and cadre- 
Only then our party organisation and movement 
develop.

5. We must explain the main points of the 
differences in the party in militants' meetings 
and in group meetings. Where we have mass 
base, we must also explain as to how it is 
necessary to build revolutionary movement for 
armed struggle and how"lmmediate Programme” 
and other documents'are providing the necessary 
programme and explanations to realise it.

7. This is a period of crisis. Any section of 
the people (peasants, agricultural labourers, 
workers, students, middle class people) may 
come into struggles at any time on any issue- 
It is quite common for the reformist and petty 
bourgeois militant forces which lead these . 
struggles to distort the issues and slogans and 
thus present them before the people. Our units 
should not keep quite at such times. Units must • 
conduct practical discussions and decide their 
stand on specific issues on which people are 
moving and go into the people. If militants can 
mobilise people on the basis of our decisions, it 
will be possible for our party and mass move
ment to develop soon. We should not lose such 
opportunities- Our comrades should strengthen 
our base by working day and night in these 
struggles In the end we need not see whether 
the programme was a success or failure and

2- On all occassions our units should take 
practicable decisions and implement them. Any 
decision that can not be implemented is useless. 
Formalism develops out of non-implementation 
of decisions. On the other hand disappointment 
and frust a'ion develop among comrades. Instead 
when we go, ahead implerffenting decisions, 
confidence develops among comrades. Their 
experience and understanding also develop. 
Movement goes forward. *

6. After completing the formation of party 
units and explanation of programme and policy, 
the comrades should concentrate oh the pro
blems faced by the people in that area. Instead 
of conducting academic discussions on these 
issues, practicable programme should be decided 
in the units. This programme should be expla
ined to militants and people. Only when people 
respond to it, it becomes a practicable program
me. Otherwise it remians as a propaganda pro
gramme and people may join in. it only in 
future.

It is not safe for underground comrades to 
attend these meetings. For this we must use 
comrades working openly. We must make them 
understand the main issues and coach them how '■ 
to explain. Though they falter in one or two 
meetings in the beginning, gradually they gain 
confidence. Some cadre also develops in this 
process.



(

X

There were no state-level .students and trade union 
organisations when this was written; so they could be 
subcommittees but not fractions.

12. To the extent we have contacts, we ' 
must give a shape to our efforts among working 
class and students in towns.- We must try to 
coordinate the work done in different areas by 
forming a student fraction* and a trade union 
fraction as soon as possible.

10. In the coming months drought situation 
will be serious in the rural areas. Spontaneous 
struggles may break out on food problem- In 
some areas we will have to take initiative and 
lead these struggles- Party units in areas where 
we are working should get ready for this.

It is unnecessary to recount various aspects 
of paity organisation which were discussed 
in party documents. We must decide a pro
gramme by following them and go ahead. We 
should go forward by making necessary changes 
and additions with the experiences we gain-

Propaganda Machinery
Our propaganda machinery should be deve

loped according to the needs of our ideological 
and political struggles. We are able to explain 
our stand on issues which are points of discussion 
among revolutionaries and within the party. 
Circulatidn of documents relating to them is

whether its demands were realised or not. We 
must see as to how far our organisation and 
mass base have progressed and strengthened, 
and on the basis of this, decide how far our 
policy is correct. In many instances, we may be 
able to strengthen the movements by following 
a correct policy but we may not play a decid
ing role.

police stations and camps. They should be fully 
utilised. People should be prepared with inte
nsive work. The conditions in which our com
rades organised the people in Kondamodalu area 
should be well understood and these comrades 
should study and decide as to how far we can . 
adopt those methods and what are the new 
methods to be adopted. This will not be difficult 
when we start working.

The comrades who go from plains to forest 
areas should be able to work among tribals. 
Those who are of no use in plains, the inexperie
nced. those who have become a problem to the 
party, and those who are given to petty bourgeois 
habits and can not adjust with tribal life, can do 

' nothing by going to forest areas. They only 
create problems in forest areas. Unable to stay 
there, they return and carry on a propaganda. 
The higher committees should consider all these 
problems and send, only those who acquired 
some experience in plains and can work as 
cadres. It is wrong to send to forest areas those 
who have been a problem hoping that they will 
come out of their problems. They create still 
more problems in forest areas. Thd harm done 
by such people is more than any good done to 
the forest movement hitherto.

8. Even in the mass struggles led by us, 
the fact whether revolutionary party-building 
and movement-building have advanced a step 
ahead, or are advancing, is our criterion. There 
will be serious repression against us. Therefore 
we must prepare people for struggle, without 
exposing our organisation and forces. For this 
we must carry on day to day work (spade work) 
as long as it is necessary.

9- In the rural areas we must not limit 
ourselves to any one village. We must select 
5-10 or 15 villages and build party and mass 
organisations in a large area, and prepare the 
people in all ways and carry on struggle. Areas 
Where feudalism is strong and areas where it is 
weak, forest areas, plains, wet land areas, areas 
of commercial crops, areas where we have con-, 
tacts, and where we don't have all have their 
own specific problems besides general problems. 
We must decide a programme after looking into 
them and prepare people accordingly.

11. We must take the work done in 
Kondamodalu area as a model for our work in 
forest areas. -in the initial stages there were 
some legal opportunities in that area. We may 
not have these opportunities in future. We can' 
still have some opportunities if our comrades 
carry on work by basing on villages away from
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confined to cadres. We have to take our politics 
into the people through a paper and pamphlets.

• To do so, the higher committees must diligently study 
them.

Maintenance of revolutionaries; families, 
travel expenses and expenses for propaganda 
should be the main items. Mobilisation of reso
urces should be done keeping these things in 
view.

These hardships are inevitable untill revolu
tionary movement takes a shape. However, 
raising and spending funds should go on to the 
possible extent so as to meet the party needs.

Notes should be provided for party workers on 
talking points- They should be equipped with 
details as to which problems should be explain
ed, and how, to milkants and people, and as to 
the aspects to be stressed. This should serve 
them as a class. We can make people conscious 
only by telling things that are factual.

Among the peasants we must make efforts 
to build agrarian revolutionary movement on the 
basis of agrarian revolutionary programme. We 
recognise this as a pre condition for developing 
armed struggle in rural areas. Though armed 
struggle does not start in plains areas immedia
tely, it is necessary to build agrarian revolutionary 
movement there. We carry on -building mass 
organisations and party organisation in the rural 
areas with this aim only.

Ruling congress and Jana Sangh have 
lot of influence among students. Often students 
are victims of national chauvinism and localism-

We must particularly concentrate in students' 
field. Because of the crisis in the field of educa
tion. students are coming into struggles in large 
numbers. Though who have leftist ideas are 
eager to know bur politics. Student militants 
who were under the influence of M-L group are 
rethinking and are getting prepared to accept 
our-politics and work with us.

8. Finance
As we are in the initial stages of party

building. we are naturally facing financial hard
ships. Along with this, because of the sland
erous propaganda by our contenders, our 
sympathisers are confused and are unable to 
help to the extent they can. Main leadership 
being in jails and expenses for court cases are 
also adding to our financial problems.

In our documents many problems have been 
explained in the form of discussions. Some were 
dealt with only briefly- Some were only suggested. 
Ordinary party members, militants and sympa
thisers may not understand all of them. Even if 
they understand they may not get a comprehen
sive view- Higher-committees should put up 
efforts to explain them well. If necessary they 
should write party letters explaining them. Pam
phlets should be published on political issues*.

Importance of Some Mass Fronts
We need not neglect any mass front where 

we have contacts- Keeping contact with com
rades working in those fields, we must from time 
to time provide them with a programme. Higher 
committees should take special interest in this 
work.

Apart from this there are some fields in 
which we have to concentrate. There is no need 
to emphasise the importance of peasantry and 
working class. Our concentration will always be 
in these fronts- We should develop party orga
nisation in the working class and intensify 
independent political work among them- Efforts 
should be made to make working class consci
ous and to shape them into a political force. 
For this we have to fulfill the task of taking 
revolutionary politics into them and concentrat
ing in key industries etc.

If we mobilise all our resources and utilise 
them, we can solve our financial problems. The 
more we counter the slanderous propaganda 
against us, the more sympathisers will come 
forward to help. We must discuss and decide 
with them as to what extent they can help and • 
take such help. Financial problems should always 
be a point of discussion in committee meetings. 
Only practicable decisions should be taken-
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Because students take up some jobs soon 
after their education, most of our student 
activists will not be able to work as revolu
tionaries subsequently; but still, a large number 
of revolutionaries must come from among them. 
In semi-feudal and semi-colonial country like 
ours, they are very much necessary to develop 
party organisation.

in villages. They can take to revolutionary ideas 
because of their educational background. There 
is a possibility of developing our cadre from 
among them. The role played by teachers in 
Srikakulam movement is very significant.

We have some place among primary school 
teachers. Some of them are within ML group, 
some are with us, and some others are not 
clear. Many of those with ML group in Telanga
na are also caught in separatism. Though we see 
these differences in militant sections, if we 
organise our comrades and militants and make 
them work, our efforts will greatly help in 
moving this front and to develop our organisa.- 
tion.

We have to ( ' ‘
against this. Our efforts should not be limited 
to students' problems. They should be mobi
lised by propagating our politics among them. 
The programme and organisation necessary for 
this have to be formulated.

Viewed thus,-we have to work by concent
rating in students field. We have to develop all 
the militants in our contact by absorbing them 
into organisation and giving them our politics.

Students are coming into struggles on our 
several issues. To study these problems and 
give a shape to our comrades' work, we must 
consider forming a fraction or a sub-committee 
at the central level. We should get ready (from 
now itself) to fulfill our due role in the coming 
struggles.

Many of thase leaders are youth; they are 
from poor and middle class families. They have 
contacts with villages by virtue of their social 
relations and jobs. They are influenced by the 
developing agrarian revolutionary movement

ANNUAL: . US Dollars 24 (12 issues) 
HALF YEARLY : US Dollars 12 ( 6 issues) 
SINGLE COPY : US Dollars 2 
♦ The rates include air mail charges.

As a class they belong to lower middle 
class- With paltry wages they are leading a very 
miserable life in these days of rising prices. 
They have waged many struggles in the past 
and are likely to come into struggles in future 
also. We should make efforts to organise their 
movement;

From the beginning comrades should have clear 
understanding towards party-building, mass 
organisations and united front. They are expla
ined in various documents. When we start 
working it will not be much difficult to solve the 
problems We face with the help of the experie
nces we gain. With this approach, we should 
start working.

We must start our work with this view.
It is not a small task to organise all the 

divided revolutionaries into one party. This will 
be possible after some time if our comrades work 
hard with seal and determination. We will have 
to make efforts to build revolutionary movement 
by facing the obstacles created by ruling classes 
and their agents as also those created by our 
contenders. It is not an exaggeration to say^ 
that we\are starting these efforts with ABCs.

Weh\ye some good opportunities. Besides a 
revolutionary situation, we have the mass base 
necessary to start work- We have formulat
ed a programme and path. We have a practice 
which follows mass line. We need not vvork 
groping in the dark. Because we are following 
Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought, all 
comrades should come forward with the confi
dence of building and developing the revolutio
nary movement.
(12-1-72.)
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politics.
outside.

of them have vague sympathies towards stru- 
ggles-revolutionary or otherwise. This is a step 
forward from the trade union, consciousness. 
But it is no substitute to the one which makes 
them conscious of their leading role. Hence the 
need for building a revolutionary party which 
can fulfil this task.

♦ This was written in the form of a party letter and was 
circulated on a limited scale.

(Note : We have kept in view the experi
ences of working class movement among the 
Railwaymen who fought a glorious battle 
recently. We think that this situation prevails all 
over India, therefore we are yet to build a party 
of Marxism-Leninism among the working 
class).

6- The same is the case with independent 
and unaffiliated unions. They too have thair own 
bureaucracy with non-political unsophisticated

2. We are in the stage of Democratic 
Revolution. It becomes peoples' democratic 
revolution only when it is led by the working 
class. A politically conscious working class 
alone can lead it. There are various types of 
politics prevalent among them- Class collabora
tion, reformist opposition, religious fanaticism 
are important. They can be seen through INTUC 
AITUC. CITU. HMS—led by various parties. They 
are not working class politics. Those which are 
guided by Marxism-Leninism Mao Tse Tung 
thought are alone can have working class 

They should be taken to them from 
For this we have to build a real party 

of working class. Such a party alone can make 
them conscious of their leading role in the 
revolution.

5. - INTUC. AITUC, CITU. HMS etc., are not 
so’ strong and powerful as they appear to be- 
They have their limitations because of class 
collaborationist and reformist politics. The white 
collered workers are the social basis for trade 
union bureaucracy. The present emergency 
situation is strengthening the hands of this 
bureaucracy. The government in its turn, is also 
getting unqualified cooperation from it to serve 
the interests of foreign as well as native capita
lism. At the same time, it has its own strong 
negative features also. The trade union bureauc
racy with its open class collaboration is getting 
isolated from the rank and file of the workers, 
who are non-political and unsophisticated. 
Therefore the present situation provides us an 
additional advantage to reach them.

4. The main aspect of the above formula
tion applies to workers belonging to other trade 
unions also. A Section of the white collered 
workers, are undoubtedly influenced by the 
politics of party which leads their trade union, 
but not all of them. Most of them are non- 
politicaL Overwhelming majority of workers, 
who are not white collered are also hon-political. 
They are the oppressed sections among them, 
with degrees of difference They are within our 
reach. They are ready to know and learn our 
politics if we approach them correctly.

1. To begin with, let us have a clear idea 
that ours is the party of working class, though 
we are yet to form it. We will have it soon. 
Absence of a full fledged party should not come 
in the way of a correct understanding and 
implementation of our line.

3. There are a good number of trade unions, 
having our comrades in leading positions. This 
does not mean that all the workers belonging to 
these unions are having the revolutionary political 
consciousness. Since out comrades are honest, 
self sacrificing and militant, in contrast to 
others, the workers recognise’ them as Iheir 
leaders. It is quite possible that a good number



ii
3X

ences.
party can not afford to relax.

9. Advancing age is no bar to learn from the 
revolutionary experiences of working class stru
ggles and to equip themselves with Marxism- 
Lenmism, once they take a firm departure from 
the past remnants. Therefore we cannot enter
tain the excuse that they' (mass leaders) are 
too old to become party workers. Not with
standing this, party has to organise units to 
carry on party work, step by step. Necessary 
arrangements should be made in this direction.

and backward workers existing side by side. 
Even these unions are controlled by individual 
parties. They are independent because the 
management of the industry does not want to 
recognise a union, which is affiliated to one or 
other central unions- We have better opportu
nities to reach the workers of such unions. We 
should not underestimate the difficulties- to be 
created by the political parties and their bureau-

- cracy for us to work among them.

The militants who come into our contact 
are precious ones. They are young energetic, 
devoted, emenable to correct their shortcomings, 
if any.’ They must be given specific jobs acord- 
ing to their political consciousness, -stamina, 
willingness and the jobs they are doing. They 
should have a unit life. There should be a 
thorough check up of the work entrusted to 
them. They will be recruited into the party 
strictly according to the party rules.

Militants and their units must be exten
ded always- Those who have.proved their

10. It is not enough for the party workers, 
militants, sympathisers to hear reports from 
party representatives and seek clarification for 
their doubts. They must thoroughly discuss 
the reports, party literature etc.. They must 
be able to understand them so as to send 
their criticism- It is often found that co nrades 
are whiling away their time on Sundays etc., 
with loose and non serious type of talking. It 
is of no use for those who want to do their 
utmost for the cause of revolution. They should 

, use every minute either for practical work or 
theoritical studies.

8. We have tried to replace a major section 
of the present leadership with a second rank 
one in the trade unions, so that the present 
leaders may be trained into good party orga
nisers. But we failed in this attempt. The 
causes for it are yet to be analysed. The party

building needs spade work with no immediate 
perceptible results and ideological and politi
cal equipment on the part of the party workers. 
We don’t find our leaders to be able to rise 
to this level. We are yet to develop such 
cadres immediately. The artificial division bet
ween the party and mass leaders is a remnant 
of the revisionism. We are not free from it, 
with additional disadvantage of having no inde
pendent party work in the working class- We 
should fill, up this gap as soon as possible.

7. The above explanation is enough to show 
that we should not confuse trade union work 
with political work. Political work is to be 
carried on exclusively by the party with the 
objective of politicalising the working class so 
as to play the leading role in the present demo
cratic revolution. Therefore we should diffe
rentiate between the work among trade unions 
and the party work- We'are already working 
among trade unions. We have to think of im
proving the quality of work. Our purpose of 
working in them is firstly to have living con
tacts with the working class masses. Secondly 
to carry on the trade union work in accord
ance with party policy. This implies firstly, to 
prepare the workers for future struggles-not so 
distent—to lead the struggle, to analyse the 
experience, draw lessons from struggles, edu
cate the party and workers on their basis, and 
again prepare them for next battles keeping in 
view the given situation and the past experi ■ 

This is a continuous work which the 
We should be 

clear in our minds that such work can not be 
carried out by the trade union leadership. Ex
perience has proved that even otfr comrades 
being in leading positions are unable to carry 
on the party work. They have to carry on the 
day to day trade union work, along with their 
jobs- Because of its litigant character, it has 
no limits for these (our comrades) who honestly 
carry it out.



iii

I
. I

Trade unions are miniature states for the 
. trade union bureaucracy. It can not be removed 

and replaced by a genuine socialist and demo
cratic conscious leadership through ballot box. 
Only a militant revolutionary working class 
movement, guided by Marxism-Leninism can 
perform this task. Sometimes pelty bourgeois 

elements may replace the bureaucracy. But they 
can not remain as such for long. Either they 
have to turn into bureaucrats or unite with 

revolutionaries to continue as democrats. Advanc

ing revolution is sure to weaken the bureaucracy 

just as the state apparatus itself. It will disappear 
along with the state as soon as revolution comes 
to an victorious end.

Trade Union work has its own importance. 
We cannot ignore it- Now that the Emergency 
is in force, only the collaborationist unions are 
allowed to function. We should utilise them, 
whether recognised or unrecognised, for mass 
contact, taking even the insignificant issue 
connected with the workers. Youth and cul
tural organisations can be started in the wor
kers colonies to run libraries, night schools 
and carry on cultural activities to the extent 
they are allowed. Issues like supply of essen
tial commodities can be taken up to redress 
the grievances of workers families.

worth during strikes and agitations should be 
given special consideration for the recruitment 
in to the party. They should be made to under
stand party policies as explained in the party

• literature.- Every one of them have to see a 
selected number of workers, propagate party 
line and enlist their support to the party. When 
the workers go into action in one form or the 
other, they must be in the forefront to lead 
them.

neutralise a section of them in the political as 
welt as economic struggles. Most of them are 
under the influence of revisionism and neo
revisionism. An ideological struggle becomes 
an important feature of our work because of 
this- This section is the main political basis of 
trade union bureaucracy. The latter can be 
isolated and weakened only by winning or neu
tralising the former. It is possible in the present 
advanced stage of our revolution.

12. This does not mean that we leave the 
white cohered working class to its fate. For all • 
intents and purposes, it is petty bouigeosie- It 
is also a victim to the present economic crisis. 
Therefore we need not treat them as our enemies. 
On the contrary we should win them over or

13. The trade union bureaucracy derives 
its strength not only from the white cohered 
working class, but from goondaism also (Dada- 
giri as it is called in someplaces). This is the 
decisive factor for its survival, in addition to the 
support of the management and government. 
The goondas are paid and nurtured by the 
bureaucracy with the trade union funds, facili
ties provided by the management and the 
Government. The goondas reduce trade union 
democracy into a mockery. Workers are forced 
to act according to the terms dictated by the 
bureaucracy through these goondas. It is obvious 
that the trade union is in hand and glove with 
the management and authorities- But Sometimes 
they pose themselves as opposing both; but they 
become one with the other in the end. Therefore 
its opposition is fake. The party should make 
the constant feature of its work, to expose the 
role of the trade union bureaucracy including its 
fake opposition, to dislodge it from the leader
ship of the working class.

11. We have earlier stated that workers 
down below are within our reach- Some of 
them are connected with rural life in one way or 
the other (small; poor peasants and agricultural 
laboure s). By organising them into local bran
ches of unions, we can come into contact with 
the villages. We can also organise the rural poor 
through those who are still having social con
nections with their respective villages. The rural 
poor will stand by working class in times of 
their struggles- The working class will also do 
the same when the rural poor carry on struggles. 
The revolutionary unity achieved thereby is the 
embryonic form of alliance of working class and 
peasantry. It will develop all over India, as the 
revolution advances Marxism-Leninism teaches 
us that our revolution will not succeed without 
this alliance.
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Our party units should lay bare this truth 
wi h facts and figures, so that the workers and 
the petty bourgeoisie may understand the poli
tical and economic content of their exploitation 
in clearest terms. Since the state is involved 
in these undertaking, we have to deal with 
the relevant politics, while dealing with econo
mic issues. Such exposure however painstak
ing it may be, should be carried on constantly.

Therefore the task of the party is not to 
fight for a place in the trade union bureaucracy 
in the name of 'doing something good to the 
workers’. Some times the bureaucracy may 
provide us a berth to hood-wink the restive 
workers and malign our party. We should not 
be entrapped by them. Our direction of work 
must- be firstly to build local unions so as to 
have a living contact with the working class; 
secondly : to. build our party at all levels so as 
to direct our party work independently. It should 
not be equated with trade union work which is 
a part of it.

15. Most of the workers, especially those 
organised in various unions know that they are 
being exploited by the capitalists. But they do 
not know its political and economic content. 
For example: They do not know how foreign 
capital in collusion with Indian big business is 
minting profits by exploiting our cheap labour; 
unequal nature of imports, of industrial products

14. Our working class base is limited. 
Therefore we have to try to extend it. There are 
no hard and fast rules to perform this task. Yet 
we can work out some to facilitate our work- 
(i) we are working in "Basthis" and such 
localities where workers from more than one 
industry live. It is but natural that we win over 
some or most of the militants from these places. 
They should be given the job of working 
among their co-workers, (ii) strikes provide 
the best of the opportunity. A number of 
militants come out during strike period. Where 
strikes are going on in other industries, party 
should not content itself in organising solidarity 
campaigns, sympathetic strikes etc. It should 
send comrades to contact striking workers and • 
their militants. These comrades should help 
them in conducting the strikes and educating 
in revolutionary politics. Thus the workers, and 
militants together will form the base for the 
future party building, (iii) once we establish 
ourselves in one or two industrial areas or indus
tries. workers and militants from other indus
tries approach us for help and guidence. We 
should use such opportunities to build party and 
working class movement, (iv) we can think of 
more basing on our day to day experience.

16. We have a good many public sector 
undertakings,Railways being the biggest among 
them. Most of them are heavy industries. 
Workers belonging to these undertaking see no 
capitalist, who is exploiting them: On the 
contrary the State is their owner, as state capi
talism. Rivisionists and neo-revisionists are 
embellishing it as ananti-monopoly progressive 
force. By supporting the ad ■ inistration or 
management, they blunt the class conscious
ness of the workers. (Some times the neo
revisionist unions play a formal opposition role 
also. This does not mean that they are oppo
sed to State capitalism). In India, State capi
talism is comprador bureaucratic capitalism. 
Therefore the public sector undetakings have 
no role to play against Indian big bourgeoisie 
and foreign capitalist, social imperialist domi
nation.

and exports of raw material and agricultural 
products affecting the life of the people in gene
ral and workers in particular; how the govern
ment is responsible for rising prices etc. Every 
political and economic aspect of the concerned 
industry must be studied by the concerned party 
unit. The militants must be educated on the 
basis of the study. They will in turn, educate 
the workers during their day to day work. They 
are the first, concrete lessons of our country's 
politics and economics, which they see and 
feel in theirdaily life. Exposure pamphlets should 
be distributed among the workers, literate 
militants and workers should read and explain 
their contents to make them understand. The 
pamphlets should be send to the workers of 
other industries. The workers, after going 
throug them, would like to learn more about 
them. We can begin our work among them by 
responding to their desire.
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Paity can be built among these workers 
on the basis of ideological and political work 
thouoh we don't minimise the importance of 
economic struggles- Railwaymen's strikes are 
examples which will be followed by other under-. 
takings. Such strikes have begun already.

shows that economism is not practised in its 
old naked form. The stage has already rea
ched with its new forms of class collaboratio
nist politics. We have to fight it from the 
very beginning.

19. Revisionism and neo-revisionism have 
equated revolutionary working class movement 
to trade union movement. This has led to the 
liquidation of the party as a revolutionary 
force among the working class itself. Left 
adventurism has done the same by denounc
ing the trade union work as economism. by 
withdrawing from trade union asking workers 

to join armed struggle without creating the 
necessary political consciousness among them 
as a class, and by starting urban guerella war
fare with lumpen proletariat as its base- CPI 
(ML) groups of SN Singh, C. Pulla Reddy and 
Charu, claim that they have corrected their 
wrong line, by deciding to work among the 
trade unions. But they continue their devia
tion in new form by using the trade union 
platforms for advocating armed struggle. The 
party is the sole instrument to propagate and 
practice the party politics including armed 
struggle Trade unions have a limited scope 

(present emergency has further narrowed its 
scope). They are means for mass contact 
through day to day work and developing poli
tical consciousness through economic, political 
struggles. Therefore a call for armed struggle 
without fulfilling these necessary pre-condi
tions has isolated communist revolutionaries 
from the working class to the advantage of 
revisionists, neo-revisionists other reformist and 
pro government elements- 
of Marxism-Leninism with 
mental line is necessary. I

Therefore a party 
) a correct funda- 
It should be built 

up from among the working class.

be able to raise its consciousness, to the level 
of armed struggle by adopting correct tactics 
in a given situation. There is no substitute 

or alternative for this arduous and zig zag 
path. Left adventurists have avoided this path 

which is essential to build the revolutionary 

working class movement and the party, lead
ing to their liquidation.

18. Lenin has dealt witn economism in his 
famous work "What is to be Done?" (1902), 
He has added in his latter works, that it can 
have liberal politics, when working class begins 
to rally behind revolutionary politics- We too 
have our variety of e.oiomsm in revisionism 
and neo-revisionism. They take their politics 
into the working class. But not all of them 
are interested in them- The Trade union bureau
cracy and small section of its following (it 
may be considerable in some places) accept 
their politics and practices- The same is the 
case with other forces i e - socialists and con
gress. We have to fight economism in all its 
forms to the finish, in order to dislodge vari
ous types of bureaucracy from the leadership 
of the working class- We have to continue 
our fight till the mass of workers are free 
from such influences. In this connection we 
have to note that revisionist and neo-revisio- 
nists claim that they are opposed to econo
mism. It is formal and similar to their claim 
of accepting Marxism-Leninism- Their social 
chauvinism has led their trade unions to support 
India's war against Pakistan (Bangladesh) in 
1971. Annexation of Sikkim is supported by 
both CP| and CPM. Now the AITUC led by 
CPI is supporting the naked fascism forced 
upon the people by the Government. This

17. There is a confus'on on the functioning 
of the party fractions and party committees. 
While the former function as units to carry 
out the party decisions in the leading bodies 
of trade unions (mass organisations In gene
ral). the latter are political units having full 
powers to take and implement political orga
nisational decisions- Fractions taking the place 
of party units means liquidating the party it
self. We are opposed to this. We have to 
build the party among working class by all 
means. Not to build the party means contin

uation of economism in the party.
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fascism, has already appeared in its naked form 
the possibilities of legal trade union work are 
narrowed down.’ We will use them whatever 
their limitations are. But the most important 
task before us is to built the party of work
ing classs guided by Marxism-Leninism Mao 
Tse Tung Thought. This is the party which 
can build the real working class movement, 
which is revolutionary, capable of completing 
its tasks i.e,. establishing hegemony of the 
proletariat in the present stage of democratic 
revolution and dictatorship of the proletariat 

. in the stage of socialist revolution. Our party 
units must reorientate themselves to this and 
start work with a new understanding taking 
a departure from the past- 30-8-75

Editor: S. V. S. SUBBARAYUDU 
16-2 143/A/5, Malakpet, Hyderabad-500 036.

20. We are yet to pool and sum up our ex
periences from the working class movement 
of the various states Division among the 
working class is not limited to politics alone- 
It is as well based on caste, religion and natio
nalities. We can unite them only when the 
division is rooted out. It is possible only on 
the basis of proletarian internationalism- It 
demands the highest level of consciousness. 
Party alone can perform this task and not the 
trade unions.

21. To sum up : Trade Union movement 
should not be equated to working class move
ment. The former has limited tasks to per
form. In the changing political situation, when
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MASS ORGANISATIONS

*• It did indeed split subsequently.

Some of them may have some or more strength.

i

splits, in each industry we find more than one 
trade union.

Generally only one of the unions in an 
industry has the support of the majority of the 
workers and the other unions are just nominal ♦** 
In new industries there are unions-which started 
developing recently- We need not be surprised

Indian ruling classes, following in the foot
steps of Western capitalists, have taken several 
legal, administrative and economic measures to 
keep trade union (TU) movement within legal 
bounds- They could buy over the top strata of 
the working class by providing them some extra 
facilities. Helping itself with the trade union 
money and the facilities provided by the ruling 
clssses and management, the TU leadership has 
developed into trade union bureacracy and is 
serving as the basis for reformism in TU move
ment. As all the opposition parties-the socialist, 
revisionist CPI and Marxist parties-are reformist 
parties, the trade union movement built by them 
is also reformist. Conducting strikes now and 
then, and gaining marginal facilities after com
promising with the management, is the usual 
practice of this leadership. If the Congress party 
has strengthened its hold on trade union move
ment by using its power at the Centre and in 

'States, the communist parties have gained stre
ngth to an extent, by using their tenure in 
power in Kerala and West Bengal. It was the 
CPM in the main which has gained thus. By 
utilising this split in the working class, the 
ruling classes are trying to cut down existing 
facilities. United agitation against this is yet 
to start. This reformist leadership is leading 
the strikes resulting from the revolutionary 
upsurge of the people with high sounding 
leftist slogans and is helping the ruling classes 
by watering them down- In places like Bengal, 
political strikes are conducted though they are 
within the limits of reformist politics (1970 
Durgapur strike). Revolutionaries have to make 
efforts to replace this reformist leadership of 
trade union movement with a revolutionary 
leadership.

The ruling classes in our country are follo
wing an intense repressive policy against the 
people. A part of our cadre has been arrested, 
a part is working secretely and the local cadres 
are by far inactive-

Though there is some difference between 
conditions in areas of armed struggle* and those 
in plains areas, certain questions like how to 
build mass organisations, how to work in the 
existing mass organisations, and our attitude 
towards mass organisations working under the 
leadership of other parties are points for discu
ssion to us in order to preserve and strengthen 
our relations with the people. We cannot step 
ahead in building a revolutionary people's 
movement without a clearcut understanding on 
these issues.

At the time oF writing this article, Srikakulam was an 
area of armed struggle. We did not recognise the 
armed actions indulged in Telangana by Chandra 
Pulla Reddy group as people’s armed struggle but, 
however, we referred to it as an area of armed stru
ggle-

I
What is the present condition of the mass 

organisations ? .

Every political party has organised its own 
mass organisations- Because of split in the 

political parties," mass organisations are also 
splitting. The AITUC which had led a strong 
trade union movement at one time is split into 
several trade unions. As soon as Congress 
came into power, it formed the Indian National 
Trade Union Congress (INTUC). Socialist party 
had formed Hind Majdur Sabha (HMS). Recen
tly CPI (M) had formed the CITU. We need 
not be surprised to find a split in the INTUC too 
as a result of the split in Congress**. Besides 
them, there are many trade unions which are 
not affiliated to any party. Because of these
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• Some are formed in recent period.

if unions are yet to be formed in certain backr 
ward areas.
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To sumup : except working class and the 
middle classes working in public and private 
sectors, the students, youth, peasants and 
agricultural labour are not organised in any mass 
organisations. Here and there we have student 
organisations working locally. We must realise 
that mass organisations of these sections, under 
whatever label, are only nominal.

The fact that revolutionary situation exists in 
the country today is indisputable. In spite of (he 
severe repressive policy of the government, 
people in towns as well as villages, are coming 
into struggles on theirissues all over the country. 

The same situation exists in Andhra Pradesh. Here 
in certain places armed struggle is being carried 
on. This will have a lot of influence on towns 
and other places where there is no armed strug
gle-There is no doubt that armed struggle will 
have a lot of influence on people who, on their 

• own, are getting prepared for struggles on their 
issues. Further there is uneven development of 
revolutionary movement in the country.

Even the peasant and agricultural labour 
organisations are only nominal, Kisah Sabha 
under rhe leadership of Swatantra Party and Hind 
Kisan Panchayath under Socialist Party meet very 
rarely. Peasant and agricultural labour organisa
tions under CPI and CPM. are not real mass 
organisations. Their existence is only nominal 
consisting of alloted party activists and sympa
thisers who meet occasionally. It is only before 
elections they are given any importance. If they . 
conduct "struggles"- on some issues now and 
then, it is also with an eye on elections. The 
leadership of these organisations is in the hands 
of landlords, rich and middle peasants support
ing those parties. Militant leadership with anti
landlord class consciousness is simply absent.

suppress the revolutionary movement, the respo
nsibility of organising the unorganised vast masses 
into mass organisations and preparing them for 
revolutionary struggles lies on the shoulders of 
revolutionaries. This responsibility has a special 
significance in the present conditions wherein 
people are moving into revolutionary struggles- 
The Communist revolutionaries can properly fulf
ill this responsibility only when they have a 
clear- cut understanding regarding mass organis
ations and the problems related to it.In Andhra Pradesh the student and youth 

organisations under the leadership of revisionists 
and Marxist parties are only nominal- It is a 
usual practice for the party activists and sym
pathisers working, or alloted to work, in these 
fields to meet now and then, to issue statements 
in the name of their organisations and to 
publish them in their papers. These meetings 
are hectic before electionsand they have remain
ed as election-oriented organisations.

When we look at the country as a whole, 
we find that Hindu, Muslim and other commu
nal forces have considerable strength in student 
organisations. In places like West Bengal 
leftist elements have some strength. Youth 
have no organised associations.*

In areas where the feudal relations are 
strong, class contradictions have been sharpened. 
Peasantry and other masses are ready to join 
revolutionary struggles. In spite of government's 
severe repression, revolts and struggles are 
going on in these areas. There are many areas 
where feudal relations are strong not only in 
tribal areas but also in plains. These areas are 
often called as dry land areas and backward 
areas. Even in these areas, the conditions are 
ripe for revolutionary struggles. All that is 
needed in these areas, is a party and mass 
organisations which can lead the struggles. 

. Andhra Pradesh has not only girijan areas which 
have reached the stage of armed struggle, but 
also certain dryland areas In Rayalaseema like 
Anantapur and Kurnool districts where militant 
struggles for banjar lands took place. In Ananta
pur, it was carried on against the landlords. If 
only there was a party organisation that could 
lead them, they would have spread to many 
areas and would ’have continued for a longer 
time and reached higher forms- These struggles 
make it clear that in all places where feudal

At this time when the government repressive 
machinery is hunting the revolutionaries to
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* Hilly and forest areas.
•• It refers to situation in 1970.

Here questions like-don't we carry on open 
activities ? and don't we use legal opportunities 
to the extent available and don’t we need mass 
organisations for this ? - arise.

The answer for this is: To the extent possible 
we will openly carry on all our activities prepa
ring the people for the struggles. We will utilise

machinery and the rich peasants and a part of poor 
peasants being under their influence are an 
important reason for this. These areas can not be 
developed into armed struggle areas unless 
whatever stability the landlords have is undermi
ned. And this stability is undermined not on its 
own but only by the relentless struggles of the 
people. Revolutionaries should not wait passively ' 
hoping that revolutionary conditions will develop 
sometime and thinking that they cannot do anyt
hing till then. They must consider it their duty to 

smash this stability of the landlords to smithereens 
and work accordingly.The mass organisations we 
build should be capable of leading these local 
struggles. This applies to both rural and urban 
areas. If the revolution is to progress, administr
ative machinary in cities must also become 
disorganised. Only the militant struggles of urban . 
people can fulfill-this task. It is wrong to think 
that we cannot do anything at present because of 
the arrests and repression, and that our immediate 
task is only to maintain contacts with the people 
in some form and to some extent or the other. 
Such an attitude will gradually lead to a situation 
wherein we will not have any contact with the 
people to any extent and in any form.

It is indisputable that we are facing severe 
repression.lt is true that a large part of our leader
ship is under arrest ** It is also clear that party 
activities cannot be carried on unless the remain- 

. ing cadres work secretly. But because of th is we 
cannot after all. postpone the responsibility of 
leading the mass struggles for a long time.

Moreover, the government machinery and 
landlord class in plains areas, and more so in delta 
areas, are more stable than in tribal areas, land
lords having close relationship with government

If we must be able to lead these mass stru
ggles. we have to develop the minimum party 
organisation necessary for that. It can only be 
a secret party organisatioh. We must immedia
tely make efforts for this. Carrying on revolu
tionary struggles and being open (i. e., legal) 
cannot go together.

If we are selecting tribal areas which are 
geographically favourable to armed struggles*. 
It does not mean that we are leaving out the 
plains areas in developing them into areas of 
struggle- We can liberate rural areas only when 
we develop plains areas also into armed struggle 
areas along with tribal areas. If we leave out 
the rural areas in plains to our. enemies and 
liberate only the tribal areas, these highly popu
lated plains areas will, in all likelihood, continue 
to be under enemy control for long and provide 
him the strength so as to undermine the armed 
struggle of the girijan areas.

landlord relations are strong, condition for 
militant revolutionary struggles are ripe.

The fact that capitalist relations are strong 
in delta areas (tobacco-growing dry lands are 
also included in this category) than in backward 
areas is indisputable. But just because of this 
we have no reason to say that landlords' influe
nce is any less or that rural people are living 
happily there. In these areas there are favourable 
conditions for militant struggles- If only there 
is a militant leadership capable of leading these 
struggles, relentless struggles can be carried on 
in these areas- Though a part of rural poor has 
become corrupt and are following the landlords, 
it is still possible to organise others into strug
gles. It is wrong to say that conditions are not 
favourable for struggle in these areas.

In cities, not only workers but students and 
unemployed youth are also coming into strug
gles. Their coming into militant struggles in 
spite of revisionist and reformist leadership, is 
an evidence of their revolutionary consciousness. 
Leadership is trying to keep these struggles 
within legal bounds- Communal forces are trying 
to side-track them with militant slogans. Only 
when they are led by revolutionaries, they be
come a challenge to ruling classes and a support 
for the rural struggles.

repression.lt
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• The then party leadership wrongly characterized the 
latter phase of the world war (1941-45) as the “stage 
of People's War”.
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them during the Second World War.* For some 
time some persons worked in their individual 
capacity- When they* too drifted away gradually, 
the party took over exclusive leadership, and 
when there was a split within the Party, the 
organisation was also split into two They are 
working as organisations of the two revisionist 
parties.

Though the experiences of peasant strug
gles led by peasant organisations are yet to be 
reviewed, it is true that some militant anti-Zam- 
indari struggles took place under their leadership 
Mandasa (Srikakulam) Peasant struggle, Muna- 
gala Paragana (then in Krishna Dt) Peasant

legal opportunities to the extent they are availa
ble. And accordingly we will build mass 
organisations and work in them.

Viewed in this angle, the problem before 
us is, what our attitude should be towards 

■ mass organisations in plains areas to prepare 
the people for struggles. On the one hand we 
must make the secret party organisation the 
basis for our activities and on the other hand we 
should utilise the legal opportunities to maintain 
our contacts with the people and to prepare 
them for struggles- We should never forget 
that in the present revolutionary situation, and 
with this attitude, we can mobilise people into 
local struggles and they will be a prelude to the 
coming revolutionary and armed struggles.

Ill
Before determining our attitude towards 

mass organisations, it is necessary to broadly 
review the experiences we gained in mass 
organisations in the past- Andhra Maha Sabha, 
Rythu (Peasant) Sangham, Agricultural Labour 
organisation, Girijan (Tribal) Sangham, and trade 
unions are some of the important ones.
Andhra Maha Sabha:

This was a cultural association of the 
Telugu-speaking people in Telangana, and was 
airing liberal political demands through its 
annul meetings and resolutions. This had not 
changed into a mass organisation till we joined 
in 1935-40. It was only through our efforts it 
had become a mass organisation. On the one 
hand we organised anti-feudal struggles and on

militant mass organisations. In some areas, 
however, they organised anti-feudal struggles 
and developed into revolutionary mass organisa
tions. And they conducted the anti-feudal stru
ggles in a revolutionary manner. When anti- 
feudal struggles reached the stage of armed 
struggle, the village units of Andhra Maha Sabha 
acquired the character of Gram Rajyas (Village 
Soviets) and they worked as full-fledged Gram 
Rajyas when the armed struggle was advancing. 
They functioned till the union army concentrated 
itself in the areas of armed struggle and arrested 
the leadership along with the masses.

We could work along with the liberals as 
long as the anti-feudal struggles were not 
started- Once they started, the question as to who 
should lead came to the fore. With this, the liber
als who were organisationally weak had to quit- 
The legality of our Party and our organisational 
strength had also helped this. In the initial stages 
of party building it had become imperative for us 
to use this sort of organisation to protect our 
cadres from the onslaugnt of government's 
repression.

Rythu Sangham (Peasants 
Organisation)

This had started working in 1936-37. 
Though the communists were the main force 
in it, the lieftists within Congress also worked 
along with them in accordance with the 
policy of national united front- However, all 

,W1M o ot,1 these leftist forces gradually fell apart as the 
the other hand we carried on ideological and communist party followed a different policy from 
politicaf struggles against the leadership which 
had become an obstacle to it. By this we could 
remove the liberal forces from the association. 
We could function the organisation under the 
leadership of communists and other leftist allies. 
Anti-feudal struggles grew intense only after the 
liberal leadership left.

After the liberal leadership left Andhra 
Maha Sabha, the local units in some areas, i.e., 
district and village units, remained as ordinary
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V

4'

The peasant organisations and their local 
units of all these parties are led by those land
lords and rich peasants who are the followers of 
those parties. This is possible only because they 
are more 'meeting' organisations without any 
antifeudal programme.

* In spite of this mass organisations are necessary to 
maintain contacts with people. In fact they were 
necessary at that time also.

After the leftists' exit from the Peasant Orga
nisation. our Party members and sympathisers 
became the leaders at all levels. Both the pre
sent peasant organisations are filled by leaders 
and sympathisers of the old and new revisionists.

It is true that prior to 1940-41 these peasant 
unions had been useful in attracting many 
leftist youth towards the party so as io make 
them work legally by facing the repression by 
the imperialists. But during 1948-51 they were 
not useful in that way. Though the democratic 
and leftist elements not allying with us politic
ally was one of the reasons, repression on the 
party and mass organisations led by them beca
use of the higher stage of the movement and the 
higher forms of struggle has made work impossi
ble.* (Armed struggle in Telangana and armed 
resistance against the outrages by landlords in 
Circar districts.)

From the beginning party leadership has 
been making two mistakes regarding peasant 
struggles. (1) Anti-zamindari struggles were not 
taken to a higher stage and they did not take to 
higher forms of struggle. (2) They did not 
develop anti-feudal struggles by taking lessons 
from the experiences of these struggles and 
basing on the land question. Because of this the 
Rythu Sangham failed to develop into a militant 
organisation under the leadership of radical and 
revolutionary froces. Thus they were reduced 
into organisations of workers alloted to the 
peasant 'front' by various parties ranging from 
Swatantra Party to Marxist Party.

struggle, Amudallanka Struggle (1946) of Challa- 
palli (Krishna Dt) in Andhra are some of the 
important ones. They were all anti-Zamindari 
struggles.

Muslim League :

As a result of the class collaborationist 
policy followed by the party during the Second 
World War. the reactionary Muslim League was 
characterised as a Muslim National Party. Some 
of the Muslim activists were alloted to keep 
contact with Muslim people. None of them 
remained with the party. All of them were lost

This has started recently- This is a mass 
organisation which has united all the peasants 
and agricultural labour in the Srikakulam's tribal 
area. Though it worked under the party, class 
conscious tribals have been leading the local 
organisation. Though to begin with, it Worked 
on economic issues like wages and fair price 
for forest produce, the problem of lands occupi
ed by the landlords came to the fore and it 
developed into an agrarian revolutionary pro
gramme. Thus the Girijan Sangham developed 

. into a militant organisation capable of imple
menting the programme of agrarian revolution. 
The girijans under the leadership of the Party 
and the GirijanSangham were prepared for and 
carried on armed struggle.

Though from the beginning they were orga
nisations of party activists alloted to the front, 
they led the agriculture labour movement by 
carrying on some struggles on agricultural 
labour problems. After the Second World War 
and after taking up the parliamentry path the 
whole movement has been watered down- At 
present this is also split into two just like the 
peasants' organisation. It has lost its class edge 
as there was no programme of agrarian revolu
tion in the past and also because of following 
the policy of class collaboration in the name of 
peasant-coolie unity. Leadership was also orien
ted accordingly. There was no All India Agri
cultural Labour Organisanion from the initial 
stages. But presently the revisionist communist 
party has an all India Association. The Marxist 
Party has nothing of that sort. Agricultural labour 
organisations are affiliated to their peasant 
organisations.



peasants and agricultural labour' have to be
In the present stage, those peasant and 
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in Muslim League. Though someof those who 
joined Congress were likewise lost in Congress, 
all th'^rdst rterhained as paYty cadre.

There is another argument in some areas of 1 
our country that peasant organisation is enough ’*1 
and there is no need for agricultural labour 
associations. (Today most of the States don't 
have even reformist agricultural labour associat
ions) Their contention is that the whole peas
antry, including the rich peasants, have to fight 
against zamindari system, and that if we carry 
on struggles on issues of the agricultural labour 
against the rich peasants through the agricultu
ral labour associations, the latter will not join 
the struggle against Zamindari system, and con
sequently, the struggle gets weakened and 
disrupted. They have not given up this argument 
even after the abolition of zamindari-jagirdari 
systems. In reality, since quite some time back, 
capitalist relations have been developing and 
strengthening not only in wet land areas and 
cashcrop areas but also in other places as some 
of the poor peasants are turning into agricultural 
labourers. Most often the same landlords who 
carry on feudal exploitation also carry on capi
talist exploitation. And not onlv agricultural 
labour but poor and middle peasants also are 
subject to their exploitation. The struggle carried 
on by agricultural labour against their exploita
tion only strengthens the anti-feudal struggles 
and never weakens it.

Though>-it is sometimes necessary for us to,, 
join and work in reactionary organisations, we 
should be able to decide as to by working in 
which organisation we will be helping the revo
lutionary movement.-. Further working in such 
reactionary organisations in the absence of 
ideological depth among the cadres and of a 
strong revolutionary movement, also results in 
the apove problems.

In this context it won't be out of place to 
refer to the discussions that took place in the 
party regarding peasant and agricultural labour 
organisations. There was an argument that 
peasant; associations are not at all necessary 
and it is enough if we have agricultural labour 
associations. This has mainly come from Andhra. 
The essence of their argument in : because 
Zamindari system is not therein some districts 
nd even where it is there it has been abolished, 
nd as the peasantry is conscious, there is noth- 
ig for the peasant organisations to do. so it is 
mougtvto have organisations for agricultural 

labour'who are being exploited and that their 
living' conditions could be bettered with their 
help. Though in some places there was no 
zamindari and zagirdari system of exploitation in 
the past, and though the landlords had capitalist 
features, not only agricultural labourers but also a Part agrarian revolution, 
the poor peasants and other tural poor are sub- -
ject to feudal exploitations in many forms. They 
are suffering’un‘d6F the domination of landlords. 
The comrades defending this argument failed to 
recognise that the‘"programme of working to,, 
better jhe living conditions of agricultural labou
rers could not'by itkelf be an instrument of 
uniting the peasants and rural poor in '’mobilis
ing them for the struggle to abolish landlordism " 
and to complete the agrarian revolution. More
over, fhey ha ve'hot noted that’thougfi there is 
no zamindari-jagirdari exploitation irf vast'ardas, 
there are feudal landlords'' ‘besides' landlords

Though betterment of the living conditions 
(wages and working hours) is the immediate 

..aim of agricultural labour movement, it is defini- 
As those who 

share in the landlords, land, agricultural labour 
are the main force of agrarian revolution. Along 

with them poor peasants (most of the agircultural 
labour are poor peasants) are also a main force. 

/Thus the revolutionary peasant movement does 
not limit itself with abolition of zamindari ja- 
girdari system, nor revolutionary agricultural 
labour movement will confine itself with the 
betterment of the living conditions of the agri
cultural labour. These revolutionary movements 
must have abolition of feudal and capitalist 
landlord sy/stem, distribution of land to poor 
peasants and agricultural labour and completion 
of agrarian revolution as their aim and work for 

having the capitalist features and that poor’ it. 
peasants and agricultural labour- have to be 
mobilised not'only against their exploitation but’-,c,f 
also info dgraridn revdlut'on. • • *• agricultural labour movements which do
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Our own experience proves that . t,
- basis of class but also on the basis of caste. Th^

•• • *- v -f r <1

Our rural set up is divided not onlyr1 on the' -’

ruling as well as opposition parties are perpe
tuating the caste system by directly or Indirectly 
encouraging caste associations in order to gain 
votes. The situation in cities ds also the same; 
Because of this very often caste divisions are 
coming to the fore while obsouring the class 
division.

and activities unrelated

Middle peasants and their whole family do 
manual labour. They themselves till their land, 
and now and then they will be employing agri-

fhave agrarian devolution as their immediate 
ttarget are nothing but reformist movements. 
EBecause of this, these movements, to the extent 
Ithey are going on. led by revisionist and neo- 
irevisionist parties are but reformist movements.
Both the above trends are represented in these .’ 
movements.
it is wrong to assume that the entire peasantry 
will rally behind the peasant organisation simply 
because we name it so- Nor will all the agri
cultural labour rally behind the agricultural 
labour organisation simply because we 
name it so. And it is likewise wrong to assume 
that we can unite all the peasants and agricul
tural labourers simply by forming an alternative 
association in their place or by a coordination 
committee of the two. On the other hand, the 
programme of agrarian revolution and the 
slogans given in that context can alone unite 
the poor peasants, agricultural labour and 
middle peasants in the struggle against the 
landlords class. The form of mass organisations 
must be in accordance with this.

Unity of labourers and poor peasants and 
their struggling unitedly depend upon the prog
ramme we follow. The form of organisation 
also depends on this. Agrarian revolution is 
our programme. We must evolve a form of

When the programme of agrarian revolution 
was implemented during Telangana struggle 
(1946-51) peasant and agricultural labour asso
ciations were not separate. Land distribution 
was Implemented under the leadership of Gram 
Sanghams (Andhra Maha Sabha) representing 
the whole village. population. This programme 
was watered down in places where rich peasants 
headed the committees. In some instances they 
sabotaged its implementation. Land distribu
tion was implemented properly where it was led 
by poor find middle peasants and agricultural 
labour. ';<•> • >

organisation that accords with this.' bur ideas' 
to this programme take 

away from agrarian revolution/
•• ;? * n •• ’

In the rural areas we find landlords, rich 
peasants, middle and poor peasants, agricultural 
labour, traders and handicraftsmen. Though 
money lenders will surely be there, they .will 
either be landlords or rich peasants. These ... 
classes will have certain distinct features though 
there may be some exceptions because of caste 
customs or modern education and civilisation. 
Landlords have more land than all the others. 
They and their family will not do manual labour. 
They carry on their agriculture through agricult
ural labur or palersA Though their number is very 
small in every village, the wealth—land, money, 
grain, gold and silver—with them is immense. 
Some of them have become lakhiers and multi- - 
millionaires by usury and by setting up busi-

• ness and industries in towns. They constitute 
the backbone of all parties and groups who 
participate in elections, right from village panc- 
hayath to parliament. Thus they have a deciding 
role to play in the present-day parliamentary 

' democracy.* Rich peasants do manual labour 
along with their family. As they cannot till all 
their land they employ agricultural labourers and 
‘paters” They will have some surplus income 
left after deducting farming and family expenses. ... i 
They use this for usury and buying the lands 
of poor. The dividing line between them and the 
landlords is manual labour. Landlords** don't 
work while the rich peasants do work.

1 Palers are farm servants employed on annual (or seaso
nal) basis

• In recent times they are, themselves contesting the elec
tions and are grabbing all positions of power.

•* There are some tradition-bpund landlords who also put 
in labour.
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Generally, merchants and handicrafts-men 
belong to any one class since they also have 
land. A large number of handicrafts-men work 
as agricultural labour-
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Under these circumstances we have to decide 
as to which of the class and trade organisations 
we should join and carry on our work, we must 
recognise the limitations of these organisations

In cities besides capitalists, merchants and 
bureaucracy, who belong to the upper echelons 
of the society, we nave the working class, small 
employees.petty merchants, students, unemploy
ed, and those who live by doing so many small 
jobs and trades and labour. These people and 
their organisations, victims of exploitation and 
outrages by ruling classes, are very much influe
nced by reformists and casteists and communa- 
lists.

- * The share of hired labour is more than family labour in 
rich peasants’ farming. Family labour is more in middle 
peasants.

•* not in the legal sense

♦♦* Their number has increased to an extent than in the 
past.

Even among them only the top section will be enemies. 
The lower strata are likely to be neutral.

When we look caste-wise, most of those 
who are called as 'backward castes'** comprise 
of poor peasants, agricultural labour and handi- 
crafts-men- Landlords and rich peasants are 
more among the 'dominating castes'. However 
rich and middle peasants had developed in 
'backward' castes also.*** In the same way 
'dominating' castes have not only middle and 
poor peasants but also agricultural labourers

Agrarian revolution is the key to people's 
democratic revolution. Agrarian.revolution will 
be our immediate task in view of the need to 
develop the rural areas into centres of armed 
struggle. Agrarian revolution will be successful 
only when we unite agricultural labourers, poor 
peasants and all the rural poor against landlord 
class, unite with middle peasants, and carry it 
out under working class leadership. Rich peas
ants carrying on feudal modes of exploitation 

like usury**** will be against agrarian revolution. 
A large section of the rest of the rich peasants 
will come along with us. Some may remain 
neutral for the time being. The struggles that 
we lead and the revolutionary movement that we 
build should be such as to achieve this revolu
tionary united front in the countryside. Our 
mass organisations should also be in accordance 
with this.

cultural labourers. They may also use palers. 
Their income is sufficient only for their family 
and farm expenses and when the crop is very 
good, they will have some surplus- The middle 
peasants often change into poor peasants 
whenever there is drought or floods. The main 
distinction between them and the rich peasants 
is the employment of agricultural labourers and 
palers and the surplus.*

Poor peasants entirely depend upon agri
culture and their income is hardly enough for 
their family and farm expenses. So they work as 
agricultural labour and do other work also- 
Tenant farmers are also included in them. Quite 
often these peasants, because of their indebted
ness, sell the little land they have to the rich 
peasants or landlords and as a result are trans
formed into agricultural labourers. Their number 
is quite big in every village.

Those who do not have any land, and those 
who have very little land and so mainly live as 
agricultural labour and palers, all come under 
agricultural labour. Their number in every 
village is fast increasing asthe poor peasants are 
gradually tranforming into agricultural labour.

Revolutionaries have to realise that unity 
among poor peasants and agricultural labourers 
means uniting all the poor peasants and agri
cultural labour who are scattered in different 
castes and that it is possible only through the 
programme of agrarion revolution. Without 
achieving this unity it is impossible to develop 
rural areas into armed struggles areas- Though 
problems of agricultural labour help to mobilise 
and unite them to some extent, they alone 
cannot achieve unity among poor peasants and 
agricultural labour, and rural poor in general.

among them- If we give importance to caste 
division, class division becomes obscrue-
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Along with this, he explained about many 
aspects which have to be understood and applied 
by us. If we ignore them and instead, observe 
only the aspect about working in reactionary 
trade unions, the movement that we lead will 
also be a part of reformist movement. We can 
build a revolutionary working class movement 
only when we apply the totality of Leninist 
principles to our conditions.

In his celebrated work. Left-wing Com- 
munism-Aninfantile Disorder, Lenin wrote 
thus under the caption. Should revolutionaries 
work in reactionary trade unions':

"To make this clear. I shall begin with our 
own experience, in keeping with the general plan 
of the present pamphlet, which is aimed at 
applying to western Europe whatever is universally 
practicable: significant and relevant in the history 
and the present-day tactics of Bolshevism"

(P.47. Lenin, CW. Vol. 31.)

colonial and semi-colonial countries. On another 
occasion he has explained about its special 
significance :

Here l enin clearly said that he was applying the 
experiences of Russian revolution to western 
countries. But he did not say that he is applying 
them to colonial, semi-colonial,and backward, 
countries. While applying these formulations to 
our country, we have also to keep in mind 
the main experiences gained after 192O.in the 
revolutionary working class movements of

"The trade unions were a tremendous step 
forward for the working class in the early 
days of capitalist development, in as much 
as they marked a transition from the workers' 
disunity and helplessness to the rudiments 
of class organisation. When the highest 
revolutionary party of the proletariat, the highest 
form of proletarian class organisation, began 
to take shape (and the party will not merit 
the name -until it learns to weld the leaders 
into one indivisible whole with the class 
and the masses ) the trade unions inevitably 
began to reveal certain reactionary feat
ures, a certain craft narrow-mindedness, a 
certain tendency to be non-political, a certa
in inertness, etc. However the development 
of the proletariat did not, and could not. 
proceed anywhere in the world otherwise 
than through the trade unions, through 
reciprocal action between them and the 
party of working class. The proletariat's con
quest of politicel power is a gigantic step 
forward for the proletariat as a class, and the 
party must more than ever and in a new way.

This is what Lenin said about Eastern coun
tries in 1919. Their essence is that communist 
basic principles, should not be applied to 
Eastern countries as they are applied to 
the Western countries and that the specific con
ditions of East must be kept in mind before 
applying them. Lenin had this to say about 
working class movements in Russia and Western 
countries.

and work out and implement a specific programme 
through our party machinery to revolutionise 
the urban people in general and the students and 
workers in particular. In this connection it is 
necessary to study what Lenin said about the 
necessity of joining and working in reactionary 
trade unions.

After analysing the experiences of the working 
class movement in western countries and the 
experiences of Russian Revolution Lenin had 
concluded in definite terms that it is necessary 
for communist revolutionaries to work in reac
tionary trade unions also so as to save the 
working class from under the bourgeois influ
ence and to win them over towards socilalism.

"In this respect you are confronted 
with a task which has not previously con
fronted the communists of the world : rely
ing upon the general theory and practice of 
communism, you must adopt yourselves to 
specific conditions such as do not exist in 
the European countries; you must be able 
to apply that theory and’practice to condi
tions in which the bulk of the populations 
are peasants, and in which the task is to 
wage a struggle against medieval survivals 
and not against capitalism."

(P. 161, Vol. 30.) .



before us. Presently we shall try to explain only 
certain important aspects necessary for under
standing the role of trade union organisations.

In India, prior to 1924. trade unions were 
formed in different areas and they started uniting 
thescatterd and disunited working class-The strike 
that was held during this period (in 1905) in 
protest against the arrest of Balagangadhar 
Tilak has a revolutionary significance .

The task of comprehensively analysing and 
taking lessons from landian working class move
ment in the light of revolutionary experiences of 
International working class movement is still

Trade unions penetrated into the masses 
and developed a working class base since the 
communist groups started working among the 
workers since 1924. With this even anti revol- 
lutionary liberal forces had started 
working along with revolutionary forces and 
have become an obstacle in spreading the revolu
tionary movement among the working classes. 
Though the working class, under the leadership ‘ 
of communist party and the national forces, did 
participate occassionally in struggles on the 
general issues of the working class and on anti

■ imperialist issues, the working class movement 
had essentially remained as a movement limited 
to the day-today problems in the respective 
industries.

In india working class has not yet seized 
power. The question as to what role the trade 
unions would or should play under 
peoples democratic dictatorship and later, 
under proletarian dictatorship.will come up before 
us. It does not mean that we will not have any 
problems. The establishment of proletarian 
dictatorship after the successful October (1917) 
revolution in Russia, and of peoples democratic 
dictatorship after the successful peoples demo
cratic revolution of 1949 in China, have cast a 
revolutionary impact not only on international 
working class movement but also on Indian 
working class movement, which is a part of it. 
Working class has made big strides in fulfilling 
its revolutionary role. After theOctober revolution, 
the priceless experiences gained by Chinese 
working class in its prolonged armed struggle to 
make Chinese revolution a success are before us- 
The experiences gained by working class of 
different countries in their revolutions are before 
us. They should be summed up and applied to the 
specific conditions in India as well as in all 
countries where the revolution is yet to succeed.

Here Lenin • explained three stages in the 
development of the working class movement. 
The workers scattered in different factories and 
trades uniting as a class into one trade union is. 
the first stage. Formation of a revolutionary political 
party of the workers is the second stage, seizure 
of power by the working class is the third stage. 
Lenin explained as to how the trade unions 
failed to fulfill the role they could in the. first 
stage and also as to how there developed a cer
tain 'reactionism' in the third stage.

not only in the old, educate and guide the 
trade unions-"...In the sense mentioned 
above a certain " reactionism" in the trade 
unions is inevitable under the dictatorship of 

the proletariat. Not to understand this means 
a complete failure to understand the funda
mental conditions of the transition from ca_- 

pitalism to socialism. (Vol.31, p. 50-51)

Though working class carried on militant and 
revolutionary struggles after the Second World War 

(during 1946-48), they were cruelly suppressed 
by imperialists, and the big bourgeois landlord 
governments that colluded with them. Moreover, 
Congress, the party of the ruling class, and the 
Socialist party and the Jana Sangh, the liberal 
parties, set up separate trade unions and started 
running a reformist trade union movement on the 
basis of class collaboration- With the communist 
party withdrawing the Telangana armed struggle, • 
participating in the elections and taking to parlia
mentary path in 1951 .the whole working class 
that was under the party leadership got further 
steeped in the mire of reformism. The Indian- 
ruling classes, in the footsteps of fl nglo-American 
imperialists, have been taking nacess'ary admin- • 
istrative and legislative measures to confine the

■ working chss within legal bounds jn order to'keep 
the leadership under their control. When India 
committed aggression against China in 
1962, entire working class leadership with its

X
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In our country only class collaborationist 
trade union movement has legality and not the 
revolutioaries. revolutionary movement or revo
lutionary practice. We can understand the seve
rity of the counter revolutionary repressive policy 
of the government when we see how cruelly they 
an suppressing the militant workers' struggle 
even if they are' not led by revolutionaries-

national chauvinism could mobilise the workers 
in favour of the ruling classes: with this we can 
well imagine as to how much reactionism has 
spread in the working class.

The communist revolutionaries break from 
revisionism and their attempts to form a revolu
tionary party eversince 1968. as well as the 
commencement of agrarian revolution and armed 
struggle in the countryside, marked the beginning 
of mobilisation and organisation of revolutionary 
forces under the leadership of communist revol
utionaries. With this material and organisational 
conditions necessary for developing revolutionism 
were fulfilled in Indian working class movement-

Ruling classes are also entering into the 
field with new tactics to suppress this revol
utionism. Counter revolutionary white terror is 
the essence of their new tactics.-On the one hand 
the ruling classes are showing facilities and 
legality-which are an eyewash-as in the capi
talist counties. and on the other hand they are 
unleashing brutal repression against those going 
towards revolutionism. We must with great 
attention notice this crucial difference between 
capitalist countries* and a neo-colonial India. 
Ignoring this fact,-the revisionists and their 
followers working with class collaborationism 
are gloating over the meagre facilities provided 
by the. ruling class and capitalists and they are 
confining the working class movement within 
legal bounds. They are trying to retain it as a 
centre of reformism and reactionism Even then in 
the present revolutionary situation, working class 
movement will inevitably come ou t of revisionism 
and reformism and will come under the leader
ship of revolutionary forces-.*

In the course of Chinese revolution the wor
king chss had to face ruling classes' white terror 
till the end. Same is the case with the colonies, 
semi-colonies and neo-colonies where revolutions 
are going on. At a time when the world revo
lution is advancing and the Indian revolution has 
begun it would be wrong to imagine that lega-- 
lities will be there in India as they are in capitalist 
countries or that we can work here as revolutio
naries are working in those countries.-

When we apply the above words of Lenin to • 
revolutionary practice, it is not enough to-say 
that our country also has revisonism, reformism 
and legality. We should also take into considera
tion the counter-revolutionary repressive policy 
that is already existing in some degree or other 
and is intensifying with every passing day. It is 
wrong to compare if with the usual repression in 
the capitalist countries. We can have a correct 
understanding towards it only when we under
stand it in the light of the semi-colonial neo- 
colonial character of our country, the revolu
tionary conditions, and the emergence of an 
organisation of communist revolutionaries. As 
ours is a protracted armed struggle, the counter
revolutionary repressive policy against the work
ing class will also be protracted- The present 
trade unions, as far as they are concerned with 
the reactionary and reformist leadership, are like 
miniature states. Instead of winning over wide 
publid opinion and approval among the working 
class by making efforts to better their living con
ditions. they are on the one hand compromising 
with the government and the management and 
enjoying the facilities given by them, and at the 
same time making use of them and other subtle 
methods to consolidate their leadership in trade 
unions. For this they use goondaism whereever 
necessary. Leadership has the support of ruling 
classes also. The democracy in trade unions led 
by reformists and reactionaries is only nominal. 
They utilise this 'democracy' to consolidate 
themselves in leading positions. It is not that 
easy to replace this leadership through elections. 
This reactionary and reformist leadership will be 
weakened only if the revolutionaries carry on a 
relentless political work and build strong secret 
party organisation among the workers and 
wage revolutionary struggles. Gradually, at a 
certain stage of the revolutionary working class 
movement, this leadership should be removed
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and a leadership of communist revolutionaries and 
their allies ^established-
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When viewed thus, communist revolu
tionaries, while working in trade unions, can not 
be content with exposing the reformists and 
revisionists. Revolutionary consciousness has to 
be created among the working class to expose 
these enemies of the working class.

We should have day-to-day contacts 
with the working class so »het we can realise 
this task. To this end we should work in the 
trade unions in such a way that we can work 
among the workers by withstanding, facing upto 
and overcoming the counter-revolutionary repres
sion. For this we should build and develop the 
revolutionary party. That economism which has 
taken deep roots in the working class movement 
has become the main obstacle to the creation 
and development of revolutionary consciousness 
is indisputable. Th!s problem can not be solved 
by simply saying that political issues have to be 
given more importance than economic issues and 
that workers should be mobilised on political 
issues. Revolutionaries must have definite views 
on issues likje-- what is the form of economism 

, that is there in working class and what sort of 
politics should be taken into working class.

Though Indian working class movement is 
mainly related to day-to-day economic problems, 
it is also coming into struggles on issues relating 
to trade union laws. Along with this it is also 
coming into struggles against repression, and on 
local political ..issues (Samyukta Maharashtra 
movement). Sometimes working class is also 
mobilised behind reactionary slogans(Mahaiahtra 
Bandh under the leadership by of Shivasena in 
Mysore Maharastra dispute) and sometimes on 
general democratic slogans. We must adopt a 
clearcut altitude as to how to participate in general 
democratic movements while opposing reactio
nary movements- One thing becomes clear by 
these experiences: Indian working class has not 
limited its struggle to only economic problems. 
It is coming into struggles on political issues 
also. But often reformists, revisionists and 
reactionary local chauvinists are able to lead 
these struggles. Revolutionaries must mobilise

What are Revolutionary Politics?
Today the two congress parties representing 

monopoly capitalist and landlord classes, as well 
as the socialist and communist parties working 
es constitutional opposition (often they are tied 
to one or the other of* ruling class groups) 
proclaimed socialism as their goal. Measures 
such as nationalisation of banks, whicl} is an 
act of saving capitalism from crisis, are claimed 
by the ruling party as socialist measures.and the 
revisionist and reformist parties support that. 
But the fact of the matter is: all the measures 
taken by the government are only to strengthen 
the comprador-bureaucratic capitalist and land
lord class dictatorship, and to isolate and supp- 
ress the revolutioary forces. They are flaunted 
as socialist and progressive measures by the 
ruling classes and "opposition" supports the 
same.

That revolutionaries should expose this is 
indisputable. Along with this, it should be made 
clear to the working class that real socialism co
mes only under proletariat dictatorship, that in no 
country it has come through ballot box. that it 
will not come so in India either, and that it can 
be established only through armed struggle in 
which the working class should participate and 
lead. In our country revolution will be in two 
stages. First stage is peoples democratic 
revolution. The workers, peasants, urban 
middle class and national bourgeoisie led by the 
worknig class their overthrowing imperialism, 
comprador bureaucratic capitalist class and > 
landlord class, and seizing power constitutes 

. the first stage- The armed strugie carried on for 
this purpose will be in the form of people's war. 
This is not an event of distant future, but it has 
already started. The working class should 
participate and lead this revolution not only

• through its ideology of Marxism Leninism-Mao 
Zedong Thought.and through its political party, 
i.e. through communist party, but also in forms 
that accord with the present conditions.

These politics related to people's democratic 
revolution are revolutionary politics for the present

the workers in such a way that they reject 
these reformist and reactionary politics and, 
instead, follow revolutionary politics.
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"Th® proletariat is a really revolutio
nary class and acts in a really socialist 
manner only when it comes out and acts as 
the vanguard of all the working and exploi
ted people, as their leader in the struggle 
for the overthrow of the exploiters; this, 
however, can not be achieved unless the 
class struggle is carried into the countryside, 
unless the rural working masses are united 
about the Communist Party of the urban 
proletariat, and unless they are trained by 
the proletariat.

If we confine thus, the reformist and reactionary 
influence in the working class will remain un
affected. This is the lesson of our long experience

dust as Lenin, applied the revolutionary 
experiences of Russia to the revolutionary move
ment of Western countries and theorised that 
revolutionaries should work in reactionary trade 
unions, in his "Agrarian Thesis", he explained 
the class differentiation of rural poor and the 
need for agricultural labourer's associations in 
western countries, especially in capitalist coun
tries. Since then this thesis has been a guideline 
for the revolutionaries all over the world to wor.< 
in npal areas among the peasantry. Let us tr/ 
to study those important aspects that are nece
ssary to us and apply to our revolutionary 
practice.

Viewed thus, there must come about a qua
litative change in our work in the trade union 
front. That change should be in accordance 
with the following points : developing the secret 
party organisation; conducting the party organi
sation and activities effectively so as to face the 
counter-revolutionary repression; propagating 
politics of proletarian dictatorship and people's 
democracy; organising the working class so 
that it participates and leads people's democratic 
revolution; co-ordinating these activities with 
agrarian revolution and armed struggles in the 
countryside; widely propagating Marxism- 
Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought among working 
class-these are the important tasks in the present 
stage.

stage. The political struggle carried on for peo
ple's Democratic Revolution is the revolutionary 
struggle in this stage. It is only by participating 
in this struggle the working class can come out 
of economism, reformism and reactionary politics 
and can lead the people's democratic revolution.

Second stage of our Revolution: The 
stage of socialist revolution and proletariat 
dictatorship, it is only by completing the 
people's . democratic revolution the working 
class will embark upon completing the socilist. 
revolution. Communist revolutionaries not 
only keep this main point in view while working 
but also make it clear to the working class. 
Propagating only socialism in a general way and 
ignoring People's Democratic Revolutionary 
politics would not only amount to diverting the 
working class from their immediate task but 
will also be obscuring such an essential ques
tion as proletarian dictatorship. That the pre
sent revisionist, reformist, reactionary trade 
union leaderships can not lead the working class 
in any revolutionary struggle is .indisputable. 
This leadership will water down all the revolu
tionary struggles of working class and will keep 
them within the limits of reformism- Commu
nist revolutionaries should lead working class 
revolutionary struggles, not only through their 
day-to-day revolutionary efforts but also by 
boldly coming to the fore at times of revo
lutionary battles and mobilising other revo
lutionary forces into them, and by forming 
organisations suited to those struggles. All this 
is possible only through the revolutionary party 
of communist revolutionaries. As long as our 
cadres limit themselves to day-to-day trade union 
activities, working class movement can not 
reach the revolutionary level.

We don't accept the "left" views that we 
should not work in reactionary or reformist 
trade unions, and that working class does not 
need any.trade unions and a revolutionary party 
is enough. Such ideas and practice will only 
help in alienating us from the working class and 
in handing them over to the agents of bourgeo
isie like revisionists, reformists and reactionaries. 
At the same time, we will not confine the wor
ker's struggles to day-to-day trade union issues.
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• For details see the work mentioned above.

2). The working and exploited peo
ple of the countryside, whom the urban 
proletariat must lead into the struggle or, at 
all events, win over, are represented in all

xiv

In the same way, Lenin explained about 
small peasants. He said that agricultural labourers, 
semi proletarians and small peasants, all together 
constitute a majority in the rural areas of all 
capitalist countries and that proletarian revolution 
will be successful with their help*. Certain 
aspects which can be clearly seen in the above 
lines from Lenin's Agrarian Thesis, are’.

Lenin said that agricultural labour have to 
be organised under separate unions, of agricul- 
trual labour. But he did not say any such thing 
about poor peasants. He only said that by 
organising the party work properly we can win 
over the poor peasants towards us. In villages 
where there are capitalist farms like industries in 
towns, he said, it is not only possible but also 
necessary to organise the workers in those farms. 
But as to the scattered peasants he said it is 
enough to win over them towards us politically. . 
However, lor our revolutionary programme of 
liberating the countryside by armed struggle and 
then encircling and liberating cities, it is 
necessary to organise poor and middle peasants 
together with agricultural labour In 1903. in the 
initial stages of bourgeois democratic revolution 
in Russia, Lenin, in his writing 'To the rural poor' 
said that it is necessary to have a voluntary 
association of agricultural labourers and poor 
peasants to struggle against those living on the 
labour of others. (Vol-6: Page 381). In the same 
writing he also said that if they don't have a 
separate organisation they will be duped by rich" 
peasants. However, in his later writings he 
stressed that agricultural labour should be 
specially organised in agricultural labour associa
tions only-.Though it is necessary in the capita
list countries to have separate agricutltural 
labour associations in both democratic and socia
list stages of revolutions it is clear from the 
above that Lenin was not against forming united 
organisations of labourers and poor peasants in

first, the agricultural proletariat, wage-labou
rers (by the year, season. or day), obtain 
their livelihood by working for hire at capi
talist agricultural enterprises. The organisa
tion of this class (political, military, trade 
union, co-operative, cultural, educational, 
etc.) independently and separately from 
other groups of the rural population, the 
conduct of intensive propaganda and 

- agitation among this class, and the winning 
of its support for the Soviets and the dicta
torship of the proletariat constitute the 
fundamental tasks of the Communist par
ties in all countries;

This class differentiation is meant for capita
list cbuntr.es It is natural that semi-colonial 
and neo colonial countries have certain specific 
features related to remnants of feudalism. In 

capitalist countries by the following classes: these countries agricultural labourers will be 
working with very primitive methods (use cf 
wooden plough etc.) in the farms of landlords 
and rich peasants. They will be dependent on 
landlords and rich peasnats because of debts 
and several other ties. Till the other day most of 
them were poor peasants, small peasants or 
tenants and lost the little land they had because 
of their debts- All these people seek to have not 
only some facilities as agricultural labourers but 
also yearn to acquire an acre or two and live 
independently.

second, the semi-proletarians or 
peasants who till tiny plots of land, i.e„ 
those who obtain their livelihood partly as 
wage-labourers at agricultural and industrial 
capitalist enterprises and partly by working 
their own or rented plots of land, which 
provide their families only with part of their 
means of subsistence. This group of the 
rural working population is very numerous 
in all capitalist countries;...... If the work
of the Communist party is properly organi
sed. this group will become its assured 
supporter, for the lot of these semi-proleta
rians is a very hard one and they stand to 
gain . enormously and immediately from 
Soviet government and the dictatorship of 
the proletariat; (Preliminary Draft Thesis on 
the Agraian Question: Lenin. Collected 
Work-Vol.31, Page 153-154).

cbuntr.es
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the stage of democratic revolution when agrarian 
revolution is crucial ard peasants wage armed 
struggle.

Let us analyse the revolutionary experiences 
of China. Mao. in his" Report on an Investigation 
of the Peasant Movement in Hunan." written in 
1927, explained about peasant associationsand 
the role the poor peasants played in them. The 
following lines from that report will help us 
understand the problem:

The peasant organisation which led the 
revolution in Hunan state during secret and open 
periods had both peasants and agricultural-labour 
in the same organisation. Though some middle 
and rich peasants joined this, it was mainly the 
poor peasants and agricultural labour who played 
the leading and revolutionary role. And they were 
all organised in the same organisation. While the

Did the revolutionary class of agricultural 
labourers have a separate organisation? or did 
they and the peasantry have a common associa
tion? It will be clear in the following lines :

The poor peasants have always been the 
main force in the bitter fight in the country
side. They have fought militantly through 
the two periods of underground work and of 
open activity. They are the most responsive 
to Communist Party leadership..................
According to the survey of Changshaw 
County, the poor peasants comprise 70 
percent, the middle peasants 20 percent and 
the landlords and the rich peasantslO 
percent of the population in the rural areas. 
The 70 percent, the poor peasants, may be 
sub-divided into two categories, the utterly 
destitute and the less destitute. ...‘This great 
mass of poor peasants, or altogether 70 
percent of the rural population, are the 
backbone of the peasant associations, the 
vanguard'in the overthrow of the feudal 
forces and the heroes who have performed 
the great revolutionary task which for long 
years was left undone.” (Page 32; same 
work).

According to this explanation given by Mao 
we can consider the destitute-they constitute 
20%- as agricultural labourers and the less 
destitute as peasants who have very little land 
or who are tenants. The 70% of poor peasantry 
cited by Mao include poor peasants and agri
cultural labour.

"The development of the peasant movement 
in Hunan may be divided roughly into two 
periods with respect to the countries in 
the provinces central and southern parts 
where the movement has already made much 
headway. The first, • from January to 
September of last year, was one of organisa
tion. In this period. January to June was a 
time of undergrond uactivity, and July to 
September when the revolutionary army was 
driving out Cnao Heng ti, one of open 
activity. During this period, the membership 
of the peasant associations did not exceed 
300.000-4.00.000, the masses directly 
under their leadership numberd very little 
more than a million.............The second
period from last October to Janurary of this 
year, was one of revolutionary action- The 
membership of the associations jumped to 
two million and the masses directly under 
their leadership increased to ten million 
... It was on the strength of their 
extensive organisation that the peasants 
went into action and within four months 
brought about a great revolution in the 
countryside, a revolution with out parallel in 
history.” (Mao: Report on an Investigation 
of the Peasant Movement in Hunan; Vol. I 
P.24).

These lines from Mao's work make some 
more things clear: A peasant organisation 
worked during Hunan uprising. It had member
ship too. The peasant association worked 
openly and its membership increased very much 
durin'g the period of revolutionary action by the 
masses than during the period of underground 
work when repression was intense. Revolution

started and developed under the leadership of 
this association. By this it is clear that it is 
necessary to have a mass organisation capable 
of uniting and leading the peasantry so as to 
lead a peasant revolution.
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experiences of Russia and China are like this, 
the experiences of revolutionary peasant struggles 
of our country also show that, great struggles 
against feudalism were led by peasant associa
tions having both poor peasants and agricultural 
labourers. Telangana struggle in all its stages 
(legal, secret, armed struggle stages) was led by 
Andhra Maha Sabha having both poor peasants 
and agricultural labourers, rhe Amudalalanka 
struggle of Challpalli (krishna district, was led 
by peasant associations. The Srikakulam girijan 
struggle, in all its stages, was led by the Girijan 
Sangham. The necessity never arose to build 
separate unions for peasants and agricultural 
labourers to lead them while building revolu
tionary movement and leading revolutionary 
struggles in these areas. Even then Andhra 
Pradesh continued to have two separate unions 
for peasants and agricultural-labourers. How 
did this happen?

In India peasant associations were formed 
prior to 1936 itself, and anti-zamindari struggles 
were waged under their leadership- These unions 
were led by landlords and rich peasants oppressed 
by zamindars and they tried to use the unions to 
further their domination on peasantry and to carry 
on anti-zamindari struggles within legal and 
reformist limits.

Akhil Bharat Kisan Sabha was formed in 
1936. It started working in close contact with 
All India Congress. The communists in those 
days actively participated in All India Kisan 
Sabha and also its local units and led many 
anti-zamindari struggles. Kisan Sabha was formed 
not only in zamindari areas; it started working 
in ryotwari areas also on immediate economic 
demands. Even here the branches of Kisan 
Sabha were under the influence of landlords and 
rich peasants. In the later period(except during 
1947-51), the peasant movement was led by 
landlords and rich peasants in the name of 
day-to-day problems and not as a revolutionary 
movement. It was not conducted as a revolu
tionary movement of poor peasants. As parties 
went on splitting, the peasant associations 
remained as those led by landlords, and rich 
peasants following the respective parties. They 
remained as nominal mass organisationsand not 
functioning peasant associations.

Eversince 1952. when party took to 
parliamentary path the Ryot Sangham remained 
as an association that passes resolutions and 
occasionally makes representations to the 
government. Thus it failed to be a revolutionary 
mass organisation that would unite and lead the 
poor peasantry to realise agrarian revolution. 
Instead, it remained as an organisation of 
representatives of rich peasants and landlords. 
The conditions of the peasant associations led 
by both the revisionist parties is the same.

As revisionist opinions exist inside the party 
on class characterisation of rural population, 
considering, very often, landlords as rich 
peasants, and rich peasants as middle peasants, 
and there by giving them a leading role in peasant 
association in the name of "united front" with 
them, had become quite common. During the 
second world War. party had taken the non-class 
slogan of peasant labour unity. Poor peasant
labourunity is not only possible but is necessary 
for agrarian revolution. In peasants there are rich 
peasants. Because of peasant-labour unity, the 
agricultural labour will ultimately give up class 
struggle aganist rich peasants and even landlords. 
Thus it was a class collaborationist slogan.

Thinking that agricultural labourers have 
become a separate class in India also as in the 
capitalist countries, efforts were made by the 
party to carry on the work of buildjrrg agricul
tural labour associations which was suggested 
by Lenin for capitalist countries. This was done 
without recognising the essential feature that in 
colonial and neooolonial countries, because of 
the dominating influence of feudal landlordism, 
the agricultural labourers had been poor peasants 
till the other day and that they continued \to 
have relations with land in many forms- In this 
way agricultural labourers who ought to carry 
on struggle for agrarian revolution are mobilised 
only for daily or annual wages and thus the 
movement remained with in the limits of 
economism. It does not mean, however, that 
capitalist relations have not developed in the 
various rural areas of Andhra Pradesh, or in India 
or that we should not take up issues specific to 
agricultural labourers. We should recognise that 
the agricultural labourer of yesterday is changing 
into today's tenant, and that today's tenant is
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Viewed thus, we will understand as to how 
wrong it is to divide and organise separately the 
agricultural labourers and poor peasants, the 
most revolutionary class who have a vital role 
to play in agrarian revolution in rural areas. 
This is economism and remnant of revisionism, 
which we must reject.

Some people ma/ argue why we can't 
organise peasant organisations of poor and 
middle classes and then .co-ordinate their 
activities with those of agricultural labour 
associations and thus mobilise them all for 
agrarian revolution. The fact of the matter is, 
since major part of poor peasants and agricul
ture. labour are fuged into one entity, economic
ally and socially, they do not consider themselves

. transforming into an agricultural labourer 
tomorrow.and that they continue to be a part 
of poor peasants by having some sort of link 
with land.

In the same way, on the basis of a limited 
programme for agricultural labour, we can not 
organise agricultural labourers who are limited 
in number-into agrarian revolution' by leaving 
out the poor peasants who are in large number 
and who have close ties with them socially 
and economically. If we do so, they Will be a 
weak force and can not carry on an effective 
struggle against landlords and peasants even on 
the issues of agricultural labour wages.

We have to firmly unite the poor peasants 
and agricultural labourers even to mobilise the 
middle class peasants— who are our allies and 
who ought to play a revolutionary role in 
agrarian revolution and who benefit by it -- into 
anti-landlord united front. When such unity is 
not there, the middle class peasants will be 
under the influence of rich peasants and landlords. 
In such a situation anti- landlord united front can 
not be formed and agrarian revolution can not 
be carried on.

as belonging to different classes. Though such 
ideas do exist in some areas, they are not so strong 
as to call for separate unions- It is easier and pra
cticable to organise them into one union than 
coordinating their activities by organising them 
into separate unions. It is mainlv because the 
achievement of agrarian revolution is the imme
diate task of poor peasants as well as agricultural 
labourers- .

Transforming a peasants organisation into 
poor peasants, organisation is also impossible. 
It is not possible for poor peasants, who have 
close ties with agricultural labourers socially and 
economically, to join or to be enrolled in these 
unions. Thus it will always remain as a union 
belonging only to a section of poor peasantry. 
A peasant association which can not mobilize 
even all the poor peasants can not after all think, 
of revolutionary programme.

Today the peasant and agricultural labour 
associations under the leadership of revisionist 
and neorevisionist parties are not real but only 

i nominal mass organisations. Even if we join in 
them and change them into real mass organisa
tions, the revolutionary poor peasants will be 
split by some joining peasant associations in the 
name of being peasants while some others join 
agricultural labour associations in the name of 
being labourers. Thus this revolutionary force 
(i.e., the poor peasants including the agricultural 
labourers) which has to struggle unitedly to 
abolish landlordism will be divided not only on 
the basis of caste, but also split and disrupted 
organisationally, and thus will be left as a weak, 
force incapable of achieving agrarian revolution.-

In Indian society, caste systarrr still has a 
formidable position as a remnant of feudalism, 
more so in rural areas. Because of this peasants 
and agricultural'labourers belonging to different 
classes are also divided on the basis of caste. 
This caste division is a big obstacle to the unity 
of poor peasants and agricultural labourers. In 
some castes, agricultural labourers and poor 
peasants are in large numbers and rich and 
middle peasants are small in number while some 
castes comprise of various classes of the 
peasantry including poor peasants. 1 he caste 
system has to be abolished by us through peo
ple's democratic revolution.On the other hand we 
should unite the poor peasants and agricultural 
labour, the revolutionary classes scattered in all 
castes, and make the agrarian revolution a 
success.
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In our country too. the students are coming 
into struggles every day.-They are carrying on 
the struggles by facing any amount of severe 
repression- These struggles are not only against 
pro-imperialist education system but also against 
police repression.

In towns, we have to work well not only 
among workers, but also among students and 
build the revolutionary movement.

As we treat the agricultural labour as a part 
of the poor peasants, and as we have to apply 
immediately the slogan of land to the tiller'— 
the chief among slogans of agrarian revolution— 
to the agricultural labour (to a greater extent) 
together with poor peasants, there is no need to 
organise them separately.

These efforts will not be enough to build 
revolutionary student movement. We can build 
revolutionary student movement only by mobili-

Thpse struggles are proof of the fact that 
the illusions formed in students after 1 948 about 
the government are blown away.

When viewed in this angle, it is correct for 
our activists to work in different organisations. 
But as these organisations belong to different 
political parties and groups, and as there is no 
democratic functioning it is completely wrong 
for us to believe that we can revolutionise them 
by working in them. Our work will only help us 
to have day to day contacts with the limited 
following they have and with any democratic 
forces in them-

If we do not build student movement with clear 
cut revolutionary objectives.there is the danger of 
their being used by counter revolutionary forces. 
Already casteist and communal forces like 
Jansanghhave taken roots in students-We should 
not have anydoubt about the counter-revolutionary 
role of these forces. We will be able to under
stand this danger clearly, if we take lessons from 
the counter-revolutionary role played by Muslim 
communalists in Indonesia. That the reformist 
student movements under the leadership of 
revisionistsand neorevisionistscan not face these 
counter-revolutionary forces is indisputable.

Revolutionary student movement is only a 
part of the revolutionary movement we are 
building to achieve people's democratic revolu
tion.Revolutionary student struggles against pro
imperialist and pro feudal education system and 
for peoples' democratic revolution are necessary. 
The revolutionary student movement can be 
organised only by mobilising them into revolu
tionary struggles but not by mere resolutions 
or deputations or by attacks on educational 
institutions. For th is we have to widely propagate 
among the students the objectives and pro
gramme of people's democratic revolution and 
the students' role in it. Those who follow this 
programme and work should be regarded as 
activists of student organisations and be given 
the necessary political and organisational 
training.

Internationally, students are playing a most 
revolutionary role in the anti-imperialist struggles. 
The struggles waged by American youth and 
students opposing the American imperialist war of 
aggression against Vietnam. Cambodia (Kamp
uchea) are historic.

There is a main difference betwean agri
cultural labour class in capitalist countries and 
those in semi-feudal countries like India. The 
inseparable c snnection between poor peasants 
and agricultural labourers is the specific feature 
in India. Though there are a few examples of 
running capitalist agricultural farms by introducing 
mechanisation, partial or complete, this is 
the predominant feature of agricultural labourers. 
It is only because we have not recognised this 
fact, we were swayed by economismall this time, 
we were forming separate unions for agricultural 
labourers as in capitalist countries and gave up 
the programme of agrarian revolution.

The revolutionary struggles waged by French 
students in 1968 had stirred the whole of France. 
The entry of students and youth into revolutionary 
struggles in capitalist countries is a symptom of 
the severe crisis in which the capitalist class is 
caught, and of maturing revolutionary situation.
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For this, militant and struggle-oriented mass 
organisations have to be consciously developed 
during struggles. In some cases this change can 
be brought about in local reformist organisations. 
But often they need to be developed independ
ently. The strike committees formed by refor
mists during struggle are replicas of reformist 
committees formed for the sake of mediation.
We should not be content with them. We 

must make efforts to form an organisation 
consisting of conscious militants and capable 
of working independently.

to form in oracticable and unnatural mass 
organisations in the name of building a revolu
tionary peoples movement. But there is no 
scope for that in the explanation given till now.

sing students into revolutionary struggles and by 
building party among them. Reformist student 
organisations can not lead these struggles. 
During the struggles we must give organisatio
nal shape to those militants among the students 
with revolutionary consciousness and see that 
the movements are led by them. If they are left 
♦o the reformist student leaders, they water down 
the struggles.

Agrarian revolution and armed struggle will 
-be protracted in our countryside. Throughout 
this period, ruling classes will concentrate their 
armed forces in urban areas which are centres of 
education and enforce their counter-revolutio
nary repression. Revolutionary student movement 
should be developed effectively in such a way 
as to be able to face this repression and advance.

In many villages there are high schools and 
new schools are also being opened. We must 
build student movement by working among the 
students-

Ruling classes have formed caste associa
tions to see that urban and rural poor do not get 
organised against then. Student and youth 
associations as well as student's hostels are 
also among them. They are under the influence 
of the upper strata of each caste. Economic and 
other facilities are extended in the name of 
developing the backward castes and tribes, but 
in fact to buy over the vocal sections among 
them- They are helping the ruling classes, openly 
as well as covertly, by being election-oriented 
organisations.

Our comrades joined in them and worked on 
the plea that poor people are behind these 
organisations but all that proved to be in vain. 
Most of the comrades who worked in them were 
swayed away by the caste associations and they 
were not left with the party. And the others 
joined the revisionists and neo-reyisionists, the 
election parties. These experiences clearly prove 
that caste organisations are disrupting the 
revolutionary party and the movement and are 
helping the ruling classes. It would be mere 
opportunism to work in these associations.

VIII
It is natural for our comrades tp get a doubt 

whether we are not alienating ourselves by trying

We are not refusing to work in reformist 
mass organisations as does the CPI (ML) 
laedership. In order to have contacts with and 
work among workers, students and youth in 
towns.we will be w irking in them to the extent 
it is necessary. With this, we will not be alien - 
ated and will have opportunity to have live 
contacts with the people during the. initial 

-stages of revolution and during rep'ession. But 
it would be wrong to think that we will be able 
to transform the reformist organisations into 
revolutionary organisation or that we can build 
revolutionary movements through them.

Further, we 'refuse to join and work in 
revisionist and neo-revisionist peasant and 
agricultural-labour organisations and caste 
associations. Their organisations are not only 
nominal, but have unnaturally divided into two 
the poor peasants and labourers, who belong to 
the same class, and thus they are disrupting the 
class that has to play the main role in agrarian 
revolution,. Thecasteand communal organisations 
are disrupting these poor classes as a whole in 
another form. Because of this reason, we refuse 
to work in them. Even if we are isolated by this 
there is nothing to fear. We refuse to work in 
them, only to build mass organisations with a 
stable base and develop live relations with the 

people.

In our country, which is semi-colonial and 
neo colonial, the bourgeois democratic revolu-
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We can begin and develop agrarian revolu- 
tion only by developing structure of a mass 
organisation that can unite poor peasants as 
well as agricultural labourers behind it.

Bourgeois democrats who are anti-imperia
list may work with us on some issues and to an 
extent. We should join forces and. work with 
those forces to the extent they join us. Some of 
them may remain neutral. Sometime such neu
trals may also be useful to the movement.

When viewed in this angle, between comm
unist revolutionaries and those opposed to revo
lution, there will be bourgeois democrats and 
revolutionary democrats with various attitudes 
but useful to revolution- We can work with 
them in only mass organisations we are working 
in. and in the revolutionary movement we are 
building. If, we do not recognise this specific 
feature of people's democratic revolution, we 
will have to remain isolated all the time.

Peasant and agricultural labour organisa
tions under the leadership of revisionists and 
neo-revisionists are not only nominal but are 
dividing into two. The poor peasants and agricu
ltural labour who play the main role in agrarian 
revolution, thus they are disrupting it; so the 
question of building the peasant movement 
thfnnnh thorn HnoC not flrico

Such a mass organisation structure will be 
formed only after some spade work through party 
organisation in a village or in a belt of a few 
villages. Thus it will start as a struggle-, 
oriented organisation and will remain so. They 
will be so, wherever party organisation is there. 
Under their influence., such organisation may 
develop even in areas where there is no party 
organisation.

According to the path of people's war. first 
we liberate the countryside, then encircle cities, 
and after liberating them also, establish people's 
democratic state in the country. As a first step 
to liberate the countryside, we should start armed 
struggle in hilly and forest areas. It doesnot 
mean that we will leave out plains without 
developing them as armed struggle areas. If we 
leave out like that what is the difference left 
between urban and rural areas ?

tion under the proletarian leadership is itself the 
people's democratic revolution. In the course of 
this revolution.bourgeois democrats and revolu
tionary democrats who are against imperialism '• 
and feudalism are expected to work with us. 
Not all those who work with us today and who 
are to work with us in future, can be communist 
revolutionaries. Many who don't come along 
with us today will come along with us as the 
revolutionary movement advances. Revolutionary 
democratic groups or parties that are likely go 
with us today are not yet formed in the country. 
There is a possibility of such groups and parties 
emerging in the course of revolution. Till then 
such forces will join us only individually. We 
should be prepared to build revolutionary move
ment by rallying them.

When we mobilise people on economic and 
political issues with a mass programme, they 
will come into struggle. At such times, the 
struggle-oriented mass organisations lead the 
people. Through such frequent struggles in 
rural areas, the limited stability of feudal classes 
will be weakened. Gradually these struggleswill 
reach a higher level and will help in building 
revolutionary movement. At such a higher stage, 
these struggle-oriented mass organisations will 
work as revolutionary mass organisations. Thus 
they will work as struggle-oriented mass organ
isations when the rural mass movement is in the 
stage of ordinary struggles, and they will work 
as revolutionary mass organisations when the 
movement reaches a revolutionary stage. Armed

when armed struggle starts here, it will develod 
as a country-wide armed struggle. We should 
start mass movements, specially peasant move
ments, in plains areas, and work with the aim 
of developing them into armed struggles. Cnly 
when we build revolutionary movement in the 
countryside, we can develop in into armed 
struggle.

Plains are less favourable for armed struggle 
than forests and hilly areas but they are not 
completely unfavourable. In fact population is 
more concentrated in the plains areas. So only
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struggle will start only when mass movement 
reaches a revolutionary stage. ♦ IX

All the aspects explained above can be 
summed up as follows :

3. In principle, we accept to join and work ~ 
in reactionary and reformist trads unions. 
In accordance with this, we make efforts to 
develop day-to-day relations with workers 
by working in revisionist neo-revisionist 
and other trede unions.. As- democracy in. 
these trade unions is nominal, and because 
counter revolutionary repression is severe 
in urban and industrial areas, it is totally 
wrong and contrary to reality to think that 
we can revolutionise them.Wecan revolutionise

There are developed and backward areas in 
plains. There are areas where work was done 
in the past and some new areas. Anywhere and 
at any time struggles may start because of 
our efforts. Party and mass organisations should 
be so organised as to be able to-lead them.

Untill they are liberated, towns will be cen
tres of government armed forces During this 
period we must develop secret party organisa
tion in towns, prepare workers.-students and 
other middle class people for struggles and they 
should be led by struggle-oriented mass organi
sations. In the beginning, we will not, on our. 
own, organise such revolutionary struggles as 
will directly confront, the armed forces of the 
government except spontaneous movements. 
We should not try to do so. We must keep 
advancing by developing our revolutionary org- 
nisation and creating revolutionary conscious
ness among the people through ordinary day-to- 
day political and economic struggles.

The apparent passivity in the rural areas 
today is not due to lack of revolutionary situa
tion. It is only due to the lack of a revolutionary 
party that can give the shape of struggle to the 
discontent in the people, this situation has 
arisen; If we set up minimum party organisation 
and srart working among people withe revolu
tionary programme and practice, then that stage 
of developing a militant mass movement will 
not be much far. This militant mass move
ment ** will develop into revolutionary move- 

• ment and the conditions necessary for armed 
► struggle will "be created. It is only when comm

unist revolutionaries start working with this 
understanding that armed struggle will start in 
plains also at a certain stage.

We have to gain experiences in building 
revolutionary movement- The organisational 
problems of mass organisations, which help in 
building revolutionary movement, will be solved 
only during the cdurse of revolutionary move
ment. We can go forward with only a broad 
understanding.,but it is unnecessary as well as 
impossible to evolve a detailed plan now itself.

2. Mass organisations are necessary so as 
to have day-to-day contacts with people 
and to organise and mobilise them into 
struggles. The character of a mass organi
sation will change according to that of 
mass movement. When the movement is in 
initial stages th6y will be ordinary mass 
organisations capable of leading them. 
When the movement reaches the stages 
of struggle they will be mass organisations 
of struggle and will help to prepare the 
people for armed struggle and carry on that. 
Thus, mass organisations will be necessary 
in all stages of the movement

1. Today the Indian revolution is in the 
stage of People's Democratic Revolution, 
which is bourgeois demoratic revolution in 
character. Though this revolution is led by 
communist revolutionaries, revolutionary 
democrats also come forward to work in 
this. At present they are not organised in 
any party or group; they may form in future. 
But presently there is a possibility of their 
working with us individually. We must 
make all efforts to rally such people with us. 
We must utilise every opportunity for this.

* Armed Struggle starts with land distribution.

*♦ It should be noted that an ordinary mass movementj 
even if it is militant, is within legal bounds. In 
certain special circumstances this also can be regarded 
as a revolutionary movement.
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