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“The critique of captitalism is out of fashion - and here there is a curious convergence. a kind of unholy

alliance. between capitalist triumphalism and socialist pessimism.. the tiumph of the right is mirrored on the
lefi by a sharp contraction of socialist aspirationss- Left intellectuals. if they are not actually embracing capital-
ism as the best of all possible worlds. have little hope for anything more than a bit more space within the inter-
stices ol'capitalism: and they look forward, at best, to enlv the most local and particular resistances, And thefe is
another curious effect of all this. capitalism is becoming so universal. so much taken for granted. that it is be-
coming invisible.

Now clearly we have plenty to be pessimistic about. Recentand current events have us plenty of cause. but
there is somthing curious about the way many of us are reacting to all this. If capitalism has indeed riumphed.
vou might think that what we need now maore than ever is a critique of capitalism. why is this the right moment
to embrace modes of thought which seem to deny the the very possibility not only of surpassing capitalism but
even of eritically understanding it?"

(Ellen Meiksins Wood : What to the Post Modernist Agendal (Monthly Review, July-August 1995)
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