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Author's Note

\We belong to the generation rvho have entered thc rcvolutionary
movement after the I(aramchedu massacre in Andhra Pradesh. FLver.r before

the implementation of the Mandal Comnrission recorunendecl reservations,

N.T. Rama Rao government had increasecl ORC reservations based on tl-re

Murali Dhar Rao Commission repon. Students from upper casres. except

those affiliated with revolutionary student unions, began ploresting against

the reservations. Opposing them, we t<tok clur tirst steps in thc radical

student movement, firmly standiflg in favour of reservations. As a result,

our revolutionary journey began rvith an attempt fo undcrsrand the
questions raised by the Dalit movement ancl those tiecl to casre.

Against this backdrop, for the first tjme in life, lve learnecl about

Jyotirao Phule and many other social revolutionaries who fbught asainsr

Brahminical dominance. Beyond just acadcrnically studying Ambedkar, we

began understanding his struggle, ef.tbrts, and his philosophl, r:egarding

caste annihilation. The revolutionary lxovement clarified its sranccr on the
caste question through its perspectil,c paper, fosterins a relatively
comprehensive understanding of these issues.

When I started working in the rural and forest regions of l-]ihar and

Jharkhand within the revolutionaly nlovemeflr. ir prrovidecl a broader
perspective on the caste dynamics in our countf)L 'fhe mor.emenr, as part
of the mass line adopted by it, emphasizes learning from dre people in
practice as well as striving to understancl theoretical ancl practical issues

raised by various movements and groups. It has workccl to improve
awareness of problems like patriarchy, casre, race, religior"rs rnir.rorities,

Adivasis, and environmental qonss11l5-isslres rrot alwa)'s sccn as direct
class problems and released perspective papers on them.



\ffhile we (My u.'ife Anuradha and I) were arrested in 2009 and held

in tlazaribagh Jail, Sddhar Srinivasan and Vernon Gonsalves, who had

been arresrecl earlier, were in NagpurJail. !7e corresponded regulady, often

discussing caste issues at length. Notably, Sridhat wrote extensively on

"Towarcls a Nlarxist Understanding of Caste," which included
unprecedentedly positive reflections on Ambedkar from a revolutionary

perspecti\re. I proposed that I will make some cotrections, translate and

send it r<> Veekshanam (a Telugu Magazine) for publication Sridhar declined

to publish uoder his name as his release was nearing and due to some

other reasons. Therefore, I submitted that article under my name to

Vikshanatn.This article is basecl primarily on Sridhar's note and discussions

held on this topic with other political prisoners. Consequendy, when

compiling this collection, I credited Sridhar as the primary author. Tragtcally,

not long afier being released and r:ejoining the movement, that comrade

was martyred, leaving the revolutionary movement beteft <>f a great

intellectual and leader.

Except for the essay "Caste - Revolutionary Movement's
Understanding and Practice," the other pieces in this collection are speeches

delivered on various occasions. If these writings can address the criticism

that the revolutionary movemeflt has ignored caste, and contribute even

slightly to fostering a proper understanding of caste annihilation, then the

purpose of this collection will be fulfilled

Narla Ravi.

A Note towards a Marxist understand,ing
On the Caste Question

- Sridhar Srinivasan, Narla Ravi

Marxists frequently encounter the qr.resticln of the relatirn between
caste and class in any discourse on the caste cluestion and castc annihilation.
\{/hich is primary - caste or class? Is it caste or class that should {orm the
basis for bringing about a qualitative cha.ge in the I.dian Societvl or is
dre caste itself class in the specific Indian context? - l'hese are rhe questions
one encounters first. Another question that has most frequently cropped
up in this discourse between the Marxists nncl AmbeclkaritesT ,Dalitists,in

the past seven to eight decades is thc question of u,hether czrslc forrns a
part of the base or the superstructure. Therefore, it rvoulcl be appropriate
to address these questions first, while disc,ssing the Marxist u.rclerstanding
of the caste question.

Relation between Caste and Class
What are classes?

'Clastes are larye groups of people differing.fi"on eac/t other b1, the p/aa thel
occuJyt in a histoicallt determtned slsten of socia/productiort, b1 tlteir re/ation (in most
casesfxed andfonnulated b1 law) to the rnean.r oJ' production, by their roh irt the social
organiqation of labour, arud, consequent!, ltt rhe dimen-rion.r oJ' tht, .rh,ut, of- .rocia/
wealth of which thelt diEose and the mode of acquiingit. (/a-ese-r are groap.r of people
one of whiclt can @propriate the labour of another owirtg to tlte dy'fereat /tl,ms that
thel occuplt in a defiaite slstem of social economy" - I_.enin

If the relations between castes in thc caste system are analysecl in the
light of the above formulations, casre as it cxisted rristoricallv rvas just a

N. Ravi



form of class. Caste was just a pamicular form of class relations that

arose in the specific cofltext of tndia. When Ambedkar described caste as

"closed class", this understanding is retlected to some extent, but neither

Ambedkar nor others developed or elaborated on this theme of analysing

the particularities of the caste systeln as "closed class".

Like any other phenomeflon, caste has also been undergoing changes

since its origin. Likewise, the relation between class and caste is also

changing. We can observe that caste and class had close correspondence,

con€pLlence and ovetlap in the Indian feudal system, ever since caste

originated and established itself firmly. But after the British entered the

political, economic and social arena of India, they caused many changes in

the caste - class relations. They disrupted the close correspondence of
caste and class. Those changes gained a lot of momentrun in the past six

to seven decac{es and have led to a state where one can no longer claim

that caste and class are one and the sarne.

Let's iook at the above things in some detail.

Historically, caste had generally been the form and manifestation of
class in feudal India. Speaking generally, being a member of a lower caste

Q.e. shadra &" alishudr) implied that one was a member of the exploited,

ruled and oppressed classes of feudal India. And being an upper caste (i.e.

dwiia or ldaarfi(t caste) implied that one had the opportunity to, and in most

cases clicl becorne, zr member of the ruling elite, exploiter and oppressor

classes. There was a very close correspondence and even congrueflce

between the caste hierarchy and the class system. Membership in a caste

(which r.vas by birt.h) setded the <luestion of one's position in the social

relations of procluction i.e. class structure. V4ren seen in the light of these

qualities, it is more realistic to view caste (in feudal India) as a pztt of
Society's Baser. Considering the critical significance of caste in feudal India,

it is appropriate to term Indian feudalism as 'Caste feudalism'/ Caste based

feudalism. (Com. Saketh Raian, who was martyred in Karnataka,proposed

in his book 'Nlaking l-Iistory' - the history of Katnataka - that it is

appropriatc to call the system that existed in India as the Shudra Holding

System, in place of the Slave Ilolding system. Following him, Com Azad

also described the system as shudra holding system in the notes on 'Indian
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Economy'that he had prepared for study in the party). A.y analysis of
the f-eudal mode of production in India has to give sufficienr centrality to
the caste system.

The'Caste feudalism' has undergone drastic trans fb,natio, during
the last 150 years or so (approximately). Ilroacily speaking, after the
consolidation of British colonial rr-rle following 1t357 l.irst rvar of
independence, two driving forces caused this ffansfbrmar-ion. Thcy are -
the peoples struggles i.e. anti-caste ancl a,ti-landlord f and-Zamindar
sftuggles; and secondly the capitalist relirtions of production iltrgduced
in the interests of colonial exploitation. 'I'hese relations of- ;rrocluction
have expanded and grown since then. Both these forces - peoplcs struggles
and capitalist mode of production - influenced and reinforcecl each other
in bringing about changes in the caste afld teudal sysrems.
Impact of People's struggles on the caste-class corresp.ndence and
Congruence

Tlre anti-Brahmin and anti-landlorcl / anti-zarindar s rr,ggl e rvhich
covered large parts of the coulltry in the lzrsr part of the l9,h century and
first half of the 20m century resultecl in thc Lrpper castes losing their
monopoly over land. Sections of the upper echelons of the shuclra castes
i.e. peasant cultivator castes managed to either completely clisplace the
sava:rtta castes or forced them to accomrnodate them (the shuclra peasant
cultivator castes) at the apex of the ncxv weakening caste feudal sysrem. so
here, we see a breakdown of the class-casre corresponclencc. A section of
the oppressed exploited castes has migrated virtualy into thc ranks of the
oppressor exploiting classes. And in this process these firnning shudra
castes broke out of the casre oppression bv the upper castcs . Ry 1947,
aknost everyrrrrhere in the country, sections of these shudra castes have
emerged as rural elites and donned the mantle of the casre oppressors
bequeathed to them by the upper casres.

Impact of Capitalist Relations of Production
The compulsions of colonial rule ancl capitalist procluctior:r vastly

expanded two major new classes- the prolerariat and the urban rruddle
class. The proletariat was drawn primarily trom the atishuclrzr (Dalit). Iower
shudra (artisanal and other lower castes) nnd to a lesser extcnt from the



peasant cultil'ating shudra castes. There were various push & pull factors

that brought sections of these oppressed castes to ioin the ranks of the

modern ptoletariat. This proletarian class was (is) a truly multi caste class'

In due coursci rtf time, elements of the dispossessed and impoverished

uppef castes 1oo have ioinecl this ciass. The urban middle class which staffed

trr. log" colonial administration - civil administration, police, mil-itary etc

-wasdrawntiomvarior'.rscastes,rightftomDalitsuptotheuppercastes'
This rniddle clzrss too rvas (is) a multi caste class'

Looking at these phenomena from the perspective of class' it is clear

that clzrss divisions emerged among the vadous castes. For instance, the

shuclra cultivating castes had been differentiated into exploiting and

exploitecl classes. Similarly, one can see the formation of proletarian and

middle classes amongst the other shudra castes. As far as Dalits are

concerned, a small section managed to entef the middle class, but the vast

maioriry either remainecl as poor or landless peasants or foined the tanks

of the proletariat.

This process of class division among castes has continued relendessly

even a{ter 194J.

Befcrre examining the state of caste opptession in the present time'

some important developments that tr:ok place aftet 1947 need to be taken

into cor-rsideration.

The Telangana armed uprising and the New Democratic revolution

that has been going on since 1()67 havenot only given a big iolt to the class

relations ifl rural India but are instrumental ifl causing huge changes in

caste relariofls. Ruling classes enacted land ceiling acts, even if reluctandy,

to prevent the spreal of the revolutionary movement' Though no land

reforms as such were carriecl out by actually implementing these Acts' they

had an indirect effect alongwith the direct role of the people's revolutionary

struggle, in bringing abotrt certain changes in land ownership patterfls of

various castes. The ruling classes also tried to implement "Gteen

Revoluticln,, to st<.rp the "Red Revolution". The needs of capitalist

producti<tn also u,afranted (lreen Revolution and therefofe, it was

i*pl.m..rt.,l for fulfi.llingboth purposes. (itis akin to theimplementation

of ptesent-day lntegrated Action Programme (IAD) in movement areas

by pumping thousancls of crores into it)'
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The sections of the shudra peasantry who had clirnbed into thc ranks

of the rural exploiring elite had taken further zrdvantage of the land tefbrm
and the'green revolution' and becomc immcnscly powcttui cconomically,

socially and politically. Today this section has ioined the ruling classes and

controls State power from the regional lelel up to the central govetnrnent.

Sections of these shudra castes have also broken into the rzrnks ol the big

capitalist class in India in a significant way. Eadier this class - the big

capitalists- was completely monopolized by the uprper castes, \,farwari /
Bania / Parsi sections. Today we find that several of the vety big capitalists

in this country have emerged from the ranks of the elrte .f hudms thereby

turther consolidating their position withir-r thc ruling classcs.

As thr as the Dalits are concerned. the agrarian revolutionary
movemelrt, the developing capitalist relations of production. and

reservations have been playing an important role ifl their caste-class relations.

Landless agricultural workers and the poor peasants are the two most

basic nrotive forces for the agrartan revolution. Most of the Dalits in the

rural areas belong to these basic classes. 'I'herefore, when revolutionary

rnovernent mobilises them on the slogan of lancl to the tiller, the movetnent

was not limited to land struggles ancl strugglc fi>r wagcs, but almost

everpvhere it was also a struggle for self-respect. The movement questioned

and fought against economic exploitation, and it also challengccl all lbnns
of extra economic coercions and exploitations. Therefore, the r-rpper caste

land lords and others as well had to put a stop to their upper castc: rrrrogarlce

and hegemony. At many places, Dalits lecl thc village lcr.cl mass

organisations (youth leagues and agricuitural workcrs ancl pcasaflts

associations) and brought the upper caste arrogancer to its knecs. They

achieved this along with their class brethr:en rvithout regard to their caste

and teligion. Caste relations undoubtedly urnderwent significant changes

as tens of thousands of acres of land rvzrs liberated t-rom thc i:ontrol/
occupation of the landlords in Telangana, Bihar and othcr placc-s in the

country u/here the revolutionary movement wils strong. I-anclkrrds could

never dteam of caste attacks like l(ararnchedu and Chundur in the

movelnent areas of Telangana.

Apart from the betterment of the living conditions of l)alits due to
the agrarian revolutionary movernent, rrorc importantlv thcy could come
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oLrt of rl-re caste clutches of the landlords to a certain extent. This led to an

overali enhancement of consciolrsness which enhanced the possibilities

of utilising other opportunides.

Asthepossibilitresandtheconsciousnesstoutilisereservadons
improvecl alnorlg the Dalits afuer 1947, a section among them grew into

middle class. Sorne of them also utilised electoral politics and some tose

to the higher echelons of bureaucracy there by gradually turning into

comprador bourgeoisie politically. It rrray only be a miniscule section' but

slowly ancl surely a sectiofl is emerging among them to become capitalists

and comprndor caPitalists.

However, as far as Dalits are concerned, all these changes pertain

only to relatively tiny section. I)alits not only continue to be the most

oppressed caste, the overwhelmingmaioritycontinue to belongto the most

.*floit.a classes of Indian society i.e. poor peasant, landless agricultural

Iabour or proletariat.

T'he dynamics of agrarian class struggle and the expansion of capitalist

mode of production contimre tilt this day and the ptocess of class

differentiation of castes continLles. Today, caste membership is losing more

andmofeofitsearliersigniticanceindetetminingthepositionofaperson
in the social relations tlf production, i.e' class position except in the case

of Dalits.

In the context of above changes, let's see what forms the present-day

caste oppression has taken.

(a) T'hose sections of the shudra castes who emerged as part of the

exploiting elite ancl even ioined the ruling classes have become the main

vehicles of caste oppression which is today almost entirely concentrated

on the Dalits. A maioritv of the caste brethren of these elite shudra sections

still remain in the ranks o[ the exploited classes i'e' middle, poor peasantry'

agricultural labourers and proletariat' Though they are economically

explcritecl, ctste oppression ancl cliscriminatio fl ate a thing of the past and

is corrently negligible. I,Io-x,.ever, the exploited sections of these castes still

carry the burclen I legacy of past caste oppression in terms of educational

antl cultural backwarclness, though this too is diminishing. The elite of

these castes have continued to foster and preserve caste identities because
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it is useful for mobilisation of the entire caste fbr political advantage and

also to mobilise foot soldiers to carry on oppression of the Dalits.

(b) For the lower rungs of the shudra castes (attisans. service castes

etc) caste oppression is largely a thing of the past. Castc oppression in

terms of compulsion to stick to caste cleterrrrinecl occupations. or
performing free labour service for the upper castes ancl other extra

economic form of coercion has become negligible ancl lingers on only in

pockets where feudal and caste oppression retain some strength. 'I'hese

castes geflerally belong to the exploited middle and po<ir peasantry,

proletariat and urban middle classes. Educatjonal and culturalbackr.vardness

continues to be quite severe. Electoral politics and acccss to ctumbs have

helped preserve caste consciousness and identity amon€lst these shudra

castes. And these sections have been amenable f<rr anti-l)alit mobilization.

(c) The picture is radically diffetent tbr Dalits. Iror a maiority of Dalits

(especially in rural areas) caste contimres as the factor: determining their

class position i.e. their position as the most exploited & oppressecl in the

relations of production. Dalits contimre to face severe higher casfc violence,

extra economic forms of coercion, cornpulsion to pcrfor:lrl caste

determined menial & degtading services to the upper castes and severe

forms of segregation and discrimination. f)alits brought about reduction

in the intensity of caste oppression onl1, when they n.ranagecl to organize

militant resistance and sustain it. In the last -50 years or so, the elite shudra

castes have forged and developed a weapon of caste oppression - the anti-

Dalit riot and'atrocity'. These are periodicalll, Lrn1.^.hed in order to
intimidate, subdue and breakDalit assertion. Ancl this fbrm o[ oppression

has found teady support from the various arms of tl"re Jndia.n state and

political establishment, whi.ch either standby in tacit cornplicitv or: help to
cover up and protect the perpetuators of these atrocities. Reservations in
jobs have primarily been effective in reserving the most rnenial ancl lowest

grade jobs fot Dalits.

So, the picture that emerges today is sorneu,hat likc this. Caste

oppression has largely ceased as far as shudra castes are cclncerned and

where it has riot, the trend is towards its elirnination. Caste oppression has

narrowed its sv/eep and become concelrtrated almost entirely on the Dalits.



As far as Dalits are concerned the correspondence of class and caste largely

continues and caste oppression continues. Caste oppression is thus

primati\ a'Dalit question'seen in the form of discrimination, oppression,

physical attacks etc. T'he principal perpetuators of caste oppression on

Dalits are the elite shudta castes who have ascended into economic and

political powet. These elite shudra castes have been successful in mobiJizing

their impoverished czrste brothers as foot soldiers in their attacks on Dalits.

A11 in all, caste as a slrstem of exploitation and oppression. as a system

of determining the clzrss position of an individual has ceased or is cleady

on the wav to extinction as tat as the Shudras are concerned - Shudras

who constitute a ma,ority of the population. However, it continues (in the

sense r-rndedinecl above) largely intact as far as rhe majority of the 165

million Dalits are concerned.

Ho\f,,er.er, two millennia <tf caste oppression leaves a huge leg;acy of
cultural & educational backwardness which still acts as a hurdle and a grave

disadvant'age when comparecl with the position of the upper castes.

'Ihough many changes have taken place in the base as we have

discussecl above, caste as a system of identity, consciousness, culture, notions

of superiority, hierarchy, prejudice, custom etc continues in a very powerful

way in the life of lndian society as a whole. Though there have been changes

in these 'super structural'aspects of caste, they have not been anyvhere as

significant as the changes that have occurred in the base. And modern

Indian society, especially its political system has generated powetful forces

that reinforce and strengthen these super structural manifestations of caste.

These super strurctLltal aspects have their due influence ofl the base -
preventil.rg and cteating hutdles tbr its eradication.

Which is primaty? Caste or Class?

On the question of deciding tlre primacy of class or caste, Marxists

have tenclecl to approach the question in a faulty mannerwhich in no small

measlrre contributed to the coflfusion and distrust in Dalits.

In the prrst there wouldn't have been a controversy on the issue if it
had been accepted that caste was the form in which class existed. But

today with the developments talked of above - there can be no doubt that

class is the prirnarv, that class has become distinct from caste and is the

decisiwe category. (For majority of Dalits caste and class still overlap to

- Illl
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large extent). class is the category thar is clecisive and influc,ccs all things.
So, one has to defend the class approach / a.alysis fbr a[ social prhenomena.
Any view / ideology that considers castc as the primarv c.rcgorv needs to
be opposed.

class is primary over caste because there is class divisirn in all the
castes; there are now exploited/oppressed and expl.iters/oppressors in
all the castes; ruling classes no\v comprisc secticlns of thc erstrvhile
oppressed castes etc. consideting caste ide,tiq, and uniq,' as being above
class identity and solidarityis actually nothing but collaboration with enemy
classes. only the unity of the oppressed ancl exprlrritecl classes r:an lead to
eradication of the caste system.

Caste - Base and Superstructure
'rn tbe social produckon of their exi.rtence, nen ineuitably e nter into rtefnite

relations, which are indcpendent of their wi//, naruelr re/ation.r af productiott apprupiate
to a giuea stage in tbe deuelopnent o1f tbeir matenal.forces o/' production. 'l'he totalifl
of' these relarions of production constitutes the econoruic.ttruclur(: ol .utciely lhe real

-foundation, on uhich arises a hgat andpo/itical st(terstnrtur.e aud to a,hic/r correspontl
defni.teJbrrus of social consciol,t.tness". (Kad Marx)

c.mmunists, for long, suffered fi:om a mechanical u.clerstandi.g
about base and superstructure as far as caste is co.cerned. Havi,g separate<J
class from caste, placing caste in the category cif superstructur:e and class
in the base, this mistake was further compou,decl by 21v1,rrr* (,rechanical)
understanding of the relation between base and superstrllcnrrr:.'I'he relation
between base and superstructure was understood merely irs a trechanical
relationship between cause and effecr. No doubt the telatio. between base
and sr-rperstructure is one of cause and effe ct. But it is rrrorc tiran that too.
It is not a simple linear system of interactjon. 'fl-rere is alsc_, the intportant
aspect of effect having feedback and influencing the cause. 'fhar an effect
once having come into being not only influences the base but irlso grows
and develops in ways that arc not cornpletcly deterrrri.ecl by thc cause.
E,gels cautioned about this mechanicar ur:rderstancli,g of. the relation
berrveen base and superstructure:

'According to the rnaterialist conceptictn ql' ltislorl, tlte alriuate/y detennining
element in history is tbe production and reprodnctioa o.l' real /ife. Atfore lh4n thi.r leither



Marx nor I ha?e et,er a.rserted. Hence iJ' .tomebodl twists this into sajng that tbe

econonic elenent is the enly determining one, he transforrns that proposition into a

meaningless, altstract, sense/ess phrase. The economic sitaation is tbe basis, bat tbe

uarious e/ernents of the superstrurture..... also exercise theirinflaence on the course oJ-

the histoical .rtrilg/e anrl in rttllJ ctlses /)reponderale in deternining their form"
Engels - Letter to J' Bloch

Inclian Marxists tnacle two errors in analysing caste which led to

mistakes in practice too. First, there was the ertor of not grasping that

caste u/its a form nf class peculiar to India and considedng it as a

superstructural tnanifestation. Second was a mechanical understanding that

supefstfLrcturd forms rvoulcl autornatically disappear if the base was

ttansformerl. 'fhis et:ronenus theotet"ical trnderstanding led to very serious

mistakes in tactics ancl practice. Ilighting caste became a lower prioriry

somethiflg that rvould be sorted out in the course of social development.

often in prilctice contronting anci struggling on caste issues was avoided/

neglectecl if ir vzas perceived that doing so would adversely impact 'class'

unity. For instance, the I(isan sabhas lead by Marxists in the past, which

fouglrt the olcl T,ar.rrjndar classes, would often avoid raising issues of caste

oppression and cliscrimination on the undetstanding that doing so would

^d*rr.ly 
affect the class unity of the peasantry' The same happened in the

sphefe of working class / trade union movements led by the eadier Marxists.

The mistrust and alienation that all this fostered persists till this day' The

Dalit movemeflr which should obiectively have been a nat"xal ally of the

commr-rnist frlo\renle11t Continues to maintain its distance which is to a

large measure (but not rvholly) clue to this error of understanding and

practice by the commurnists in the past'

The clebate on base & superstructute concefning caste has today

become cluite surre,al and infructuous. The obiective realityhas dramatically

changed ir-r the last 100 years. Fbr most sections of the population (i.e.

Shudras) caste latgely exists as a sllperstructural entity' It no longer

detefmines their class position in society. only as far as Dalits are concerned

can it be zrrguecl that caste continues to exist as Paft of the base' Hete too

class categ6ries har.e separatecl out and ate becoming slowly distinct tiom

caste. Therefore, debating on this issue in the 21" century has become
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sterile and futile. If one were a historian, it u,ould have sone significance

but lbr a movement engaged in creating social change it has iittle vaiue.

Also, there is ofle more thing about base & superstrucrtrirc --a general

comrrrent. Transformations in base do tesult in the creation of new

superstructures (ideology, politics, culture, custorns, fonn of rule, etc.).

But this does not necessarily mean that old super sffuctural firrms will
disappear or be destroyed. Quite often old superstructrlral tbrms get

renewed lease of life (adapting and mutating to the needs of rhe new base

or inversely the new base modifying and adapting old superstructural fbrms

to ffreet its needs) and continue to survive & thdve in neu, foflns. For
instance, patriarchy has survived throtrgh various qualitative trzrnstbrrnations

in the base, over several societies, and continues to exist in capitalism. 'I'he

reason is that every new mode of production that came itrtcl existence

found patriarchy useful for the perpetuation of the forrn of exploitation
associated with that mode of production. Or fbr instance discrimination
against coloured people continues in US though the slavr: systetn based on

race has long since been eradicated. The reason is thar IJS czrpitalism and

society sees rnaterial benefit in it. Similady, clespite the developrnent and

growth of capitalism in India, caste in the fr:rm of discrimination &
prejudice or in its extreme forms of vic-rience on Dalits, or in thc almost

universal continuation of caste idendry etc. - coflrinlles t() survive and

exist in new forms because it serves the interests of the cairitnlist class as

well and not just because it serves the interests of the feuclal classes. [t is
faidy well established that old forms of exploitation ancl oppression, are

usurped, modified and utilized by new exploiting classes to the extent that

it serves their interest.

This discussion would be incomplete if we do not cliscuss another

contradictory aspect of this base - superstructure conundrurl. Both the

comrnunists, who considered the caste quesrion as a superstrlrcttu?rl aspect

and the Naxalites/Maoists, who consider thcr castcr issr-rc/I)alit issuc as an

integral part of the class question andf or an issue pertaininu to both base

and superstructure, worked towards the resolution clf the issue bv mainly

working to change the base i.e. to change the procluction -r:eiations, which
is ultimately the decisive factor. For e.g. rvhen they raised thc slogan "land



to the tiller" - the principal beneficiaries are the landless and Poof peasants,

80% to 9)"io c>{ whom belong to the Dalit castes and backward castes.

Even with regarcl to the origifl of caste, the Marxist analysis has accorded

primacy to the aspects related above' The exploitation of the labour of

Dalits and shudra castes that is behind the origin of the caste system, the

usefulness <tf varnaf caste dMsions for the expropriation of Dalits and

Shudras from the ownership of the instruments of production etc. occupied

a prime place in Matxist analvsis. Ironically those who criticise the

communists thnt they have analysed the issue as a supefstructural aspect

(we have alteady seen in detail that this is a valid criticism), themselves

identify Brahminical ideology as the principal reason behind the origin of

the caste sysrem. It is true that there is no caste system at all without

Brahminical icleology. But the main drawback of this analysis is it sees

only the icleology but not the economics behind it. Neither Ambedkar

nof the Dalit icleologues consider changing the base at all ifl resolving the

caste issue. Thus, thcy neither talk about the importance of economic

base in the origin of caste nor in its annihilation. Their whole emphasis is

on the fight in the superstrlrcture. Though the revolutionary parties

previousiy had shortcclmings both theoretically as well as in practice in

specifically concentrating nn anti-caste struggles in otder to annihilate caste,

they have ahvays tried to rectify them. But it is itonical and contradictory

that the same Ambeclkarites/Dalit ideologues, who criticise the Marxists

that they do not view the caste question as the question of base' do not

realise that they themselves are fighting caste (both in the theoteicalarena

and practice) in the superstrucnrral aspects only'

\we frecluently get to see th21t those who criticise the shortcomings of

the communists in theory and ptactice with regard to caste fail to see any

difference bet'nveen CPI, CPM and the Maoists' Some do so intentionally

and some due to lack of informaticln. There has been a sea change in the

theory ancl practice of Maoists as far as the caste question is concerned

after t.lre}, separated from t]le t:evisionists' This theoretical change can be

seefl way back in 1974 itself in their documents "Road to Revolution" and

"Out'lhctical Line"'
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'It is not czrrect t0 think that only the .rtnrgles on ecouomis i.r.rue.r are class

strugles or to uiew tbe social issues uparute!. If ue /ook at the nalure of the caste

s1$eru in our country, caste question is u/ilnately a c/a.ss question... Ii' tve &t' it 0n

castebasis,wecanseethattheagrarianreuo/ution,t/tatistheax'i-rof'the Neu,dernocratit

reuolution takes p/ace behaeen tlte so-called upper castes and loatt:r alsler. ThereJlre,

similar to the nationalifl question, uhich is n/tinale/y a class qaestion lhro4ghoul tlte

world, in India caste question is in tbe a/tituate ltiltt/ysis a clas.r question''

"But wlry is it not correct to theorise directly thal the democratic wuo/utiot or

agmiart reuo/ution is a reuo/ution to be caried out by the lucku,ard ca.ele.r qgaitr-et the

fonuatd castes? lYe should notgiue such a ca//. Because, thougb 900h of tlte ltrndlotds

bekng to the upper castu, n@oifl of those ltelonging to the upper cas/e-r al.ro face the

oppression or expkitation of tbe landlords. [-"ikeu,ise, l/touglt 9()% o.f- iltost belonging

to the backward castes are landllss workers 0rP00r?edrtmt.r, thcrt: dt"e d!:u' land/ords

or euen comprador bourgeois belonging to those casle s. T-berqfbre, a.qrarittrt tt't,o/ution is

not one that is going on betweeru the so-ca/led upper cd.stes and lhe /otver cd.rle.r."

This theoretical understanding was clifferent frofil that of the

revisionists existing till that time. In the context of the questk)ns raised by

the Dalit movement in Al the Maoist party reviewed its eflbrts on this

issue and formulated the policy paper "(iaste (]uestion in India -- Our
Perspective". The theoretical position as well as the practical r.r,av ahead,

have been cleady spelt out in this docr.rment.

'lYhile caste has its ruperstructural aspecls like Brahminical ideo/ogy rve nust

recognise tltat caste is also an integralpart oJ' the production relations, i.c., t/.te base of
sociery. We haue shoun ... .. .. The role oJ ca.rte fu the ltase which ryas the .rlrongesl

wtder caste-based.feudalisnt, has now decreased u,ith llte rJeue loPtnent o.f' .rtrui-fiudalism

and the growtb of capitalist relations. Howeue4 catte utill tontinut lo flq1, tr rule in the

base as long as semi-feudalisru exists and as /ortg as the m.rle s1steru i.s used by the

bourgeois tofacilitate its exploitation and rule......'l'he erudication of' ca.rle is on/1

possilile throug/t an al/-round attack on caste /)t botlt ltrse and .vtperslmctartl hrcls,

.fi'0ru tlse uery beginningtil/ itsfnal eliruinatiot'r."

The above formulation is definitel,v a significant ther-rretical step

for.ward on caste. The process of revierv nnd refinement has been going

on. In the Unity congress of the Maoist partv (2007) also thc fe r-rdalism in

India is described as 'Brahminical feudaiism', and the castc issue is given



dure importance in its basic documents of 'Programme'and'Strategy and

Tactics'.

Any cliscussion on caste issue that refuses to see these developments

is a dishonest discussion.

why caste continues to be pervasive and resilient despite the

considerable changes that have taken place:

The continuation of caste despite considerable changes having taken

place is a perplexing issue.

It has been common among Matxists to explain the strong pefsistence

of caste consciousness, caste identities, caste discrimination and their

pervasiveness bV pointing out that India has not yet undergone a democratic

revolution; that capitalist relations have grown not by destrofng feudal

relations in a revolutionafy struggle but by a process of reform and

accommoclation etc. etc; that because of this, feudal f caste culture etc

have nor becn challenged and vnnquished in revolutionary batde and

therefore they continue to sufvive and exist. This is true in a general way.

It is akin to saying that had capitalism established itself in a revolutionary

way, say like in France, then the excfescences like caste would have been

swept away. But the fact is that capitalism has not gtown in India in that

mannef. lnclian capitalism has grown in the context of colonialism and

through adiustment and accornmodation with feudalism. As mentioned

eadier, capitalism has also been knorvn to Pfesefve and fostef old fotms

of oppression & exploitation if it suited its purposes. It is my opinion that

Indian capitalism has found it advantageous to pfesefve the caste system

in the form of caste consciousness, caste identities, caste pteiudices, the

attendalt caste cliscrimination etc. Therefofe, one must see the Indian

capitalist class (ancl therefbre imperialism as it operates in India) as one of

the class-basecl factors for continuation of caste in whatevef fofm it exists'

The class hzrsis for caste is not iust the remaining feudal classes. The

persistence of caste is beneficial to the capitalist class not just in direct

econornic terms (tlrough that is also there to some degree), the benefit is

rrainly polidcal i.e. in terms of social containment and stability in forms

6f rule. As far as the direct ecolomic bene{its afe concefned, they are

obvious * feudal ancl capit,alist landlords (also bourgeoisie) equally benefit
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in terms of cheap labour, free labour serviccs etc. etc. by continuing caste

oppression especially against the Dalits. And in the capiralist inrlusrial
sector one cafl get awaywith paying lower u,.ages if Dalits are incotporated
in the lowest / most menial jobs. But drese are nor rhe primary Lrenefits

accruing to the capitalist class (Comprador Bur-eaucraric Borugeoisie and
imperialism also) by the continued prevalence of caste.

It is the absolute divisiveness and social fragmentarion thar casre

generates that benefits the capitalist class most. It is onc of the most
powerful instruments to disrupt class unity, it providcs tbr control and
containment, and diversion of social Llnrest, it helps immensely tbr
reactionary socid, / political mobihzaiot_ all of thcse go ro sftcngthening
stability of class rule. And ultimately this stability coflrribLrres economically
to class exploitation. The primary reason why Dalits srill tace rl-re brunt of
caste system and oppression is prinurily bccar-rsc the most eftbctive rnanner
to fbster and preserve caste consciousnc-ss in other scction-s of the
populations is by having a Dalit caste. Notions of supeliorirv an<J inferiority,
upper and lower, us & them, of prejudice erc. etc. cannot Lre easil1, sustained
if there did not exist a Dalit caste^ The above mcntionerd polirical / social
needs of the bourgeoisie are primary / central to not r,rnlv rhe contimrarion
and petvasiveness of caste consciousness but also for the facr that caste
oppression has concenftated almost entircly on Dalits. That all organs of
the state apparatus - repressive machinery, judiciary, aclminisffzrtir>n, electoral
systeflr & padiamentary bodies all assist and u,ork to preserve caste in the
interests of the bourgeoisie and other ruling classes. Through varior"rs rvays

they fbster, reinforce and recreate conditions fbr survival of caste
consciousness and its consequent efflects. Not only rnust Marxists
understand this deeply and in all its ramifications, they also need t<.r cotrvince
the Dalit / anti caste movements of rhis f'acr. For u,i rhout this
uflderstanding, movements for annihilation of caste will nevcr be able to
identify the real enemy today. Even at rhe cost of repetition it has to be
reasserted that what exists of the caste system today is lrot ilrst a requirement
of feudal relations (to whatever extent one thinks they cxist) br,rt is an
important tool of the bourgeoisie for n-raintaining the currenr class rule.

Apart from the above, there are ftvo other things that havc contributed
to retention of caste consciousness ancl caste iclentities. 'J'he1r are the



bourgeois electoral system and reservations. These are not independent or

unfelated to thc primafy feason but deserve mention on their own right.

The bourgeois electoral process and the centrality that caste

mobilization plays in it consistently recreate and strengthen caste identities

which are intrinsically reactionary. For the ruling classes, caste mobilization

is a useful rvay of preserving the power structufes in a cheap and effective

mannef. Afld for the exploitecl people, in the absence of a stfong class

consciousness, caste associat-ion gives them the illusory promise of material

benefits if their caste bfethren ascend into positions of power and privilege'

The electoral process from the village level up to the state level always

holds out the possibility of some benefits (mosdy illusory) if there are

mofe fepfesentatives of their caste in the power stfuctufe. The ruling classes

have carefully flurtufed nnd preserved this illusion with occasional crumbs.

Caste factor has become so petvasive that it is impossible for anyone who

participates in election (either as a contestalt of a voter) to avoid it. This

elaboratc ncru,ork of elections has become an important soufce for

reasserting ancl teconsol,idating caste identities and consciousness that would

have othenvise receded undet: the pfessufes of daily class exploitation and

existence.

V4rile talking rrbout the flegative aspect of reservations, it has to be

asserted at the vefy outset that resefvations should be strongly supported

flot only for D.alits but also for the OBCs. But that should not blind us to

the serious negative effects in terms of sustaining caste consciousness and

identities. T'he fight to get some small Portion of the crumbs (ob

reservations) has resulted in assertion of caste identities and consciousness.

It has hacl a very divisive influence - Dalits are divided on demands of sub

quotas within quotas. same is the case for oBC castes fighting to get

included in the reserved cate€Jofies. The united fight against unemplo).rneflt

gets undermined by this scramble for caste resefvations. Despite this

negative aspect of reservations, theyhave to be supported for two reasons.

Firstl-y, it is a refbrm, a partial demand which provides for some amelioration

in a society based on caste cliscrimination and prejudice. If it were not fof

fesefvations, the upper castes who have all the advantages aod privileges

in their favour would be completeiy monopolising all fesoufces and iobs.
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Reservations give a chance to Dalits and OBCs to break this hegemony.
Secondly, reservation is a strong demand of- the preople facing caste
discrimination and oppression and since it gives them some bcnefit it rnust
be supported. Reservations are somewhar tike the parrial demands of
workets and just as one supports such dcmands the sarne logic appJies fbr
reservations. But the point is that this system of reservations clcles foster
the divisive and fragrnentary qualidcs of casrc consciousnc.ss.

If one gets access to a scarce fesoufce due to caste 'connections,
then it acts as a powerful reinforcement fbr retaining caste atfiliations and
identity. In a society divided by caste, scarce resoLrrces or those resources
whose supply falls very short of demand rvill be natrually distributetl either
to the persons who pay the most or to people belonging to the casre of
the person holding the resource. More often it is il cornbination of both.
The point is that even this thing goes tou.,ards reinforcing castc.

The above are just some factors that f-urther contribute ro the
sustenarrce of caste, There ate mafiy rnore thctors br-rt these arc ofien not
given the importance that they deserve. In the past some N,lrr.rxists cited
the above-mentioned negative aspect ott reserrratit.rn to arguc against the
policy of reservation. But this was a wrong arglrrrenr. l t is ahvnys the case

that reforms result in giving further leasc of life to the svstelr onc wishes
to abolish. Demanding and getting better term-. of sale f-or labour po.wer
has the side effect of giving a further lease of lite to the condidons tbr the
sale of labour power. But to oppose wap;e demands on this grouncl would
be foolish. So it is with reservarions.

Historical reasons for the distance between the Comrrrunist
Movement and Dalit Movement

In order to try afld understand the present gap berween the commu.ist
(revolutionary) movement and the Dalit rnovelnenr, ir is necessary to briefly
touch upon the history of anti-caste struggles since rhe llritish period.
There are two waves of this struggle.

First wave of the Anti-Caste Struggles
The anti-Brahminical struggles of the shudrzr cultivating castcrs/classes

are the main struggles of this first wave. lt was these curltivating castes

which led this wave and mobilized all the .thet shudra casrcs an.l even



Dalits in its rvake. In the first half of the 20s century, these anti Brahmin

stfuggles rvere ioined (in the sense that it also was carried on in the same

period) by the anti- zamtndari/ anti-land lord struggles of the kisan sabhas.

These struggles wefe immensely successful since they broke the monopoly

of the uppef castes @rahmin & other sa'f.afn - dwiia castes) over the

principal means of production i.e. land. Not only broke their monopoly,

but also began the process of their almost complete eviction from control

ovef land. 'l'his process has already l'reen mentioned eatlier. Suffice it to
festitte that the shudra cultivating castes asceflded into the ranks of the

feudal elite and consecluently emerged as the main class and caste oppfessors

in the countrysicle. The breakdown of class - caste cofrespondence etc

afe already mendoned eaflief. The important point to note is that the Dalits

were left high and dry u,ith no relief accruing to them either from class

exploir.ation or caste oppression. 'fhe struggle against caste system was

dropped ftom the zrgenda by these newly emerged elites from among the

shudra castes. I-[aving achieved an elevation in their class status and getting

rid of (upper) savarna caste oppression, the uppet echelons of the shudra

castes dropped the 'social' agenda and merged themselves politically with

the congress led 'national' movement. This movement was already

dominated by the Brahmins and upper castes. One can (must) imagine and

understzrncl tlre anguish of the Dalits who viewed this as agreatbetray^l.It

is importnnt also in ofdef to understancl why almost all Dalit movemellts

that emergecl after these anti-Brahmin f tni-zamindar struggles had ebbed

generally kept aloof from the 'narional' struggle. It is important also to

undefstancl rnihy 6y11s1 Dalit movements (maybe all) which occurred in the

British periocl (fust half o{ 20d, century) - i.e. Ambedkar led, namlrhildra,

adidrarlitl, etc. etc. - all made political compromises and adjustments with

the British. They sav' that as the only avenue to gain some feliefs and

concessions. And unfottunately, the communists of that time too did not

conduct themselves in a mannet to gain the confidence of the Dalits by

taking forward the anti-caste stfuggle with a view to resolving the question

of Dalit oppression.

Combinecl with the faulty theorisation of caste as supefstfucture and

that caste oppfession urould be resolved in due coufse with the change in
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base, was the one-sided assertion of the cornmunists of rhc primacy of
the'anti-imperialist' f 'naionil struggle', ancl that all social ills r.vould be
resolved once this task was achieved. This led the l)alit moverncnts to
extend their suspicion to the communists. This sense of Lretraval and
suspicion has survived and lasted till this day. It is necessar,r, to knorv this
historical background to understand the suspicion nf L)alit mor.ernents
towards communist movements. Any suggestion thar caste is sccondary
(or inversely that class is primary), or afl asserrion thar fight against
imperialism is primary makes Dalit movernenrs feel irnmediarely drat and
caste struggle is given a short shrift or relegated to the backgrouncl.

The first wave achieved a rnajor victory i, thc fight against
Brahmanism and upper caste oppression. T'he most ilnportant achier.ement
was the eviction of the upper castes from their monopclll, positkrn over
land. This paved the way for the most dramatic change in rhe system of
caste oppression - caste oppression begzrn to break down fbr thc majoriry
of the population who were mainly all the shuclra casres. Ais,, this
movement resulted in the breakdown of the correspondence <if class &
caste and the formation of multi caste classes.

The Second wave

The second wave is the emergence ol the Dalit rnovcrne.ts u.der
their own independent banner of revolt. T'hese Dalit movernc:nts againsr
caste oppression emerged as the anti-Brahrnin f anti-zamindal struggles
led by the shudra castes were winding dorvn ancl they and their leatJersl-rip

were being co-opted by the 'national' movelneflt.
Some objective circumstances need to bc borne in minci while

evaluating the Dalit movemeflts that emerged at that time. The anti-Brahmin
struggle led by the Shudras was a movemenr of the nrajoriry againsr a

minority. It was a struggle of the 'Bahujan'-- a unity among ail .ppressed
castes. Now with the shudra leadership abandoning the anti-castc struggle
(havi,g climbed into the apex of rhe caste-feudar strucrurc), thc Dalits
who were a small minority were lefi holding tl're banner o{' rerrok agifnst
caste oppression. Confronted with a very difficult task of fightins caste
oppression on their own, most of the Dalit movements took an approach
of seeking solution or ar least mitigation of- oppression by escaping out of



the oppressive village level caste and- feudal relationships. The Dalit

movemeflts began to give importance to attaining education, moving into

occupations outside of the village economy of to be ap^ft. of the colonial

state appaf2rtus. This meant negotiating for concessions alld relief ftom

the colonial state rvhich resulted in these Dalit movements adopting

ambivalent afld compromising positions with the British. Another factor

to be taken into account is the fact that the 'national' movement was led by

the upper castes and the newly victorious shudra castes had merged into it.

The fnct that this section had no enthusiasm for anti-caste agenda (in fact

quite the reverse) further drove the Dalit movements away from a position

of confronting the British.

In areas where the communist led Kisan Sabhas were strong, the

shudra castes wh6 won concessions from the upper caste f feudal lords,

went and ioinecl the communist movement. This was one of the factors

which contributed to the communist moYement not vigorously pursuing

caste abolition as jts agenda. The faulty theorisation of the comrnunists

about caste further aided this.

we should flot llowevef fcrrget that the communists and then more

impcrrtantly, Naxalites at alater stage mobilised Dalits in a big way in class

strLlggles against landlorcls.

Obviously, tbere are more factots at work for the growing distance

between the communist movement and the Dalit anti caste movement i.e.

sectafianism & narrotvness of Dalit bourgeoisie leadership which wants

to pfeserve their caste vote bank, the intrigues and machinations of the

ruling classes and their state.

The above mentioflecl radically diffefent conditions that the emerging

Dalit movement (in the first half of the 20m century) faced called for a

very clifferent strate€ly and tactics for caste annihilation.

It called ti:r zr teassessment of its 'friends & enemies'. The only way

the caste annihilation strug€Jle of Dalits could be taken ahead successfully

could be tlrrough torging uniry of the Dalits with the oppressed & exploited

classes from the shudta castes. And futther by integrating this struggle as

an integral part. of the democratic & anti-imperialist movement. To be fair

to the leaclerships of the Dalit movements, at that time one could flot have
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expected them to make this analysis which could have been bcst clone by
the communists who had the scientific rools of Marxisr social analysis.
Untbrtunately, the communists of that day failecl to do s<'r. The net result
of this failure was that the rask of caste annihilation renrainecl incomplete
as was the overall task of democratic revollrtir>n.

Nevertheless, the Dalit movemeflts clicl achieve sclmc sig,ificant
advances in the cause of caste aflnihiladon. Ambedkar ancl his thcorizations
v/ere the most advanced of all that the var:ious l)alit rnoverrrcnrs in the
country brought to the fore. Ambedkar more rhan anyorie else, should be
credited for having forced dre universal acceptance / recognition by society
that caste oppression of Dalits v/as the central issue of castc oppression
and that it was yet to be resolved. He broughr pressure on rhe society to
universally condemn Dalit oppression, and forcecl tl-re posr-colonial state
to legally outlaw untouchability and provide for sanctions against caste
oppression of Dalits. He also ensuted tha.t refonn measures in the form
of legal provisions were taken up to mitigatc the effects of castc r.rpirression
of Dalits (i.e. reservations, making it illegal t. exclude nalits from public
spaces etc.). The Dalit movements, and particularly Arnbedkar'.s contribution
have forced Brahmanism as an ideology a,d rheoretical i,stitica.r.ion of
caste system on to the defensive. Though Brahmanisrn (castcist iderology)
continues to thrive it cannot do so in an unasharnedly open rvay as in the
past but through camouflage and conceaLnent. (()f course. there exist
hard-core revivalists who espouse it brlt general society has to conclemn it
or at least display pretence of condemnation). These are not srnall
achievements v/hen one considers rhe cieplth ancl exp,rnse .f caste
oppression and casteist ideology entrenched in Inclian societr,.

This second wave of anti-caste movelnenrs i.e. the I)arit m.vement,
rvhile it is still active and has not exhausted itself, it has sunk into the
problern of running in concentric circles, or running to stay in the same
place. Till this date the Dalit movemenr has nor becn able to clevclop the
necessary analysis and the concomirant strategy and tactics rvhich urill help
it to forge the necessary unitywith the orher oppressed & exploitccl classes
which alone call generate the strength to annihilate caste altogcther. The
Dalit movement has also not been able to generate an u,derstanding of



which social forces / classes are rhe enemies that form the tafgets of the

anti-caste movemeflt. In short it hzrs not been able to ovefcome the old

problern of correctly i<lentitying the 'friends and eflemies' of the anti-

caste mo\rement. And since 1947 the Dalit movement has been further

encumbered wrth the baggage of constitutionalism, pafliamentafism, co-

optation into status quoist politics, becoming appendages to bourgeoisie

politicking, sectarianism etc. Ffom time to time a radical ffend emerges

from rvithin the Dalit movement thzt seeks to shrug off all these

encumbrances ancl seek solutions in broader unity with exploited classes

and militant stfuggles. A pdme example is the Dalit Panther movement

which ilrose ifl Maharashtra in the eady seventies. But here too the efforts

have not been sustained or consolidated and have ovef the yeafs sLlnk back

into the olcl problems.

During the last rwenry years (approximately) there has been an

expansion ancl resurgence of Ambedkarism in Dalit movemeflts all over

the country (earlier Ambedkarism had its strongest influence in

Maharashtra). The reason for this too is similar to the causes that threw up

the Dalit Panther movement. On the one side, an immense frusttation

with the dead encl that the leaderships of the movementhad led them into

ancl on the other side no noteworthy or convincing alternatives emerging

from orher quafters (for instance the communist movement). So this has

resultecl in the emerging petty boufgeoisies from among the Dalits in various

parts of thc coufitfy going back to Ambedkarism fot solutions. And once

the pettv bourgeoisie sections have absorbed Ambedkarism, its influence

has begtrn to grov'amongDalit lnasses outside of Maharashtra. And since

Ambeclkarisrn (ot Ambedkar thought as Anand Teltumbde suggests) stands

head zrnd shoulders above all other thought produced ftom within the

Dalit rn<rvemeflt, it has been possible to delink it from the ideology/politics

of the eadier leaderships and see it as a salvation ideology / theoty' It can

be arguecl that this fesufgence of Ambedkarism at a pan India level also

has its source in the promotion that the ruling ehtef state has given it in

o(clef to clivert Dalit movemeflts from seeking radical or revolutionary

alternatives. Undoubtedly this factor will be there, but it is secondary ot
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only acts to strengthen the tendencies that have risen fiorn within the
Dalit movements in the country.

A,y prospects of success in its fundar,ental aim of an.ihilatirrg casre

only lie in this movement correcdy uncletstanding its 'friends & e.:nemies'.

This means understanding trat only the unity of the Dalit rnoverment with
the other oppressed and exploited classes (regarclless of caste) can €ienerate
the strength to end caste. And the movement must understand thar it is
the Indian ruling classes i.e. comprador bourgeoisie, imperialism, f"eudalism

and this state which are the perpetuators of the caste systerrr and that
these are the targets / enemies oi the movefireflr. ril/ithout rhis
understanding the Dalit movement will survive and carrv on, rnoving in
circles achieving a crumb here and a reform there but never realizing the
airn of caste annihilation.
Ambedkar and Ambedkarism

Arnbedkar is without doubt one of the greatesr bourgeois social
reformers that India has thrown up. I-Ie towers over most othcrs in his
contribution to the task of annihilation of casre. In terrns of ideology, he
belongs to the tradition of progressive bourgeois liberalism. Rv his own
admission his ideological inspiration came frorn the sch.ol .f F'abian
socialism. So like the 'Fabian socialists'his denouncements and railing
against capitalism must be seen as a desire to rid it of irs rnosr egregious
aspects, bring some amelioration to the classes exploited by capitalism and
to 'humanise' it so to speak. It was inevitable that such'iews also atlopted
some of the slogans and rhetoric of the socialist rnovement. Ambcdkar's
attempts to build workers unions and organizaticln must be scen in this
corrtext and in essence similar to atternpts of F-nbian Socialists elsewhere
to build workers unions.

Ambedkar's principal positive contribtrrions are poinred our eadier
in this note and communists and democrats ha'v'e to admit them without
hesitation. Lett now discuss some errors and problerns of Ambcdkar and
Ambedkarism.

Ambedkar located the source / origins of caste system in religic-rn -
Hinduism. This is akin to locating rhe so*rce or origins of rclatio,s of
producrion in the ideological justifications for it. Tr is similar t' saying that



superstfLrctural manifestations are the cause of the base. Consequently,

eradication <tf the caste system was sought to be achieved by almost

exclusively fightingits icleological and cultural manifestationwhile neglecting

the more important tnsk of fighting it by transforming the relations of
production rvhich gave rise to it.

This erroneous thinking prevented him from grasping that British

imperialism had entered into an alliance with the feurdal classes (and

therefore also helped pfesefve the caste system). For him since the ideology

and culturre of casteism was pfincipal, he assumed that the British were

free of casteism or neutfal to it. Similady, he was unable to gfasp that the

Indian ruling classes (the big bourrgeoisie, feudal classes) and their

feactionilry state was the priucipal force that presetved & protected caste

oppression & exploitation. Though Ambedkar had his contradictions and

quarrels u.ith tl-re Indian ruling classes, their state and their principal political

fepresentatives tiom time t<l time, he vras unable to see that they were in

fact the pdncipal enemy and needed to be the target of the caste annihilation

movement. This approach of locating the source of caste system in the

superst-fuctural ideological / cultural maflifestations continues till this day

in the Ambedkarite movement. It is ironic that those who shout loudest

that caste is base end up pointing out to supefstftlctutal (ideological -
cultural) aspects of Brahminism * Manu Smruti - Hinduism as the soufce

of caste svstem. And it is these very same people who always avoid or

neglect targeting the Indian ruling classes and their state as the principal

enemies of the Dahts& oppressed castes. This is one of the impotant

errors of thc Ambedkar and Ambedkarites since then, and one has to

coflfront it in trying to build up a caste annihilation movement.

T'he slruggle against superstructural - ideological - cultural

manifestations is very important and cannot be neglected in the slightest

way, but it can't be at the cost of neglecting ignoring the basic and most

important task of tfansforming the actual relations of production, of
fighting the ruling classes and their state which is the main bulwark of
class & c:aste oppression & exploitation. One needs to point this out to the

Ambedkarites without diluting or making light of the struggle in the

ideologiczrl planc.
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The Ambedkaritesled anti-caste movement does confront the ruling
classes and the state from time to time, but this is on an issue to issue, case
to case basis, within the framework of extracting concessions & reforms,
but never at aprogr^mmatic or strategic level i.i:. u.ith the 

'iew 
r, elirninatirg

the ruJing classes and their State.

Another problematic area is in legard to how imperialism is r.iewed.
As pointed out eadier Ambedkar had a non-confrr)ntadorlal approach with
imperialism. He has made some criticisrn of colo,ialisnr i* his rvritings
but in the realm of politics he did nor h,r\re any quarrns i, rnaking
compromises widr colonialists and even being ofl the sarnc sicle of the line
at various times. This was rooted in thc failure ro see the alliancc and
collaboration that the Indian capitalist class & f-euclalisnr had with
imperialism. This approach has continued to dominate till this day. very
few from the Ambedkarite movement today comprehencl the irnportance
of fighting imperialist domination in lndia or even gr.rsp that r]re clomestic
ruling classes are in close collaboration with irnperialisrn.

Another major problematic issue is the .ne conce.ring rhe approach
tov/ards power. Neither in Ambedkar nor in most of his f<rllowers till this
day, is there an undetstanding that political power i-q ultimatel,v;r reflecrion
of the relations of production. That ownership ancl control of- the rnearls
of production is translated into poJiucal power ancl that rvithotrt such
ownership or control political power cannot Lre reallv hacl. Not able to
develop a political perspective & srrategy to unite a[ the cxpkrited &
oppressed classes to overturn the existing relations of production and
through this process seize political power, Ambedkar ancl his {ollorvers
have sought the illusion of power in padjamenrary seats ancl n.rinistedal
posts. And this illusory power was only obtainahle by making adjustments
and cornpromises and alli2n... on such basis with ruling class sections
and their political representatives. And in a rvay rvhat began irs a tragedy
with Ambedkar has become a most ob,oxior-rs fatce witrr the current Dalit
petty bourgeois leadership. with the BSI?, this iogic has reacheer its highest
development. They have even theo'izecl it with the c.ncept of ,social

engineedng'.

So, in two most important areas there are major problems _
identification of friends and enemies iurd on the cluestion of polirical power.
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Most of tlre other areas of difftrences, contfovefsies etc' evolve from the

faulty understanding on these questions.

we would ltke to end this note with iust a comment on the difference

that Ambedkat ancl cuffefrt day Ambedkarites have vdth the communist

movement. It is norv quite r.videly held both in Ambedkarite circles and

also among the revolutionafy communist movement that the cause of the

alienation of the Dalit movement with the communists is largely owing to

the errors of the communists in - not grving sufficient importance to

caste annihilation, theoretically relegating caste to superstfuctufe afld

assuming that as a supefstructural residue it will automaicdly disappear

with the clevelopment of fcrrces of production and emefgence of new

relations of product-ion erc. Also, that the communists neglected and

sacrificed anLi-caste struggle at the altar of a mechanical understanding of

class sttuggle. But this does not sufficiently exPlain av/ay the problem of

alienation. Actually, the ideological - political differences that the Dalit

movelnent (anrl Ambe<lkat especially) had with the congress (and Gandhi)

was quaiitatively much greater. However, both Ambedkar and cuffent day

Ambeclkarites fincl it easier to make political alliances with the conegess

and now even wirh the most right-wing tuling class parties. This is because

of the way they conceived nf political powef. In their fatally flawed

conceprion of political p<rwer, it is permissible to make such alliances which

afe in essence opportunistic. This is one of the reasons why the differences

with thc communists 2ue ovef-exaggerated and ovef-emphasized. Thefefofe,

if the alienation has to be bridgecl it is not sufficient for communists to

acknowledge their historical errgrs of undetstanding and ptactice, but it

must also be accompanied by bringing about a fealTzatTorl in the Dalit

movernent's leadership thar their conception of achieving political powef

is profounclly tlawed. It is also equally important for the Dalit Movement

to critically evaluate itself, to achieve unity with the communist

tevolurtionaries who are engaged in class stfuggle including anti caste

struggle, and to stop going zrfier one or the other ruling section of party

for some concessions and favours. only then will it pave the way for caste

annihilation.
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Annihilation of Caste - New
Revolution

Dernocratuc

With the Naxalbari rebellion in 1967, the ncu, clcrnocratic
revolutionary path took frm root in olrr countr)'. It for:cetully introclucecl
the notion of 'new human beings'in the country. Naxalbari did not confine
itself ro political arena. Alongside blazing the path of revoh:tion in India,
it taught us to think with an innovative perspective in all t]clds such as

Iiterature, arts and cinema. It taught us to look at history {rorn the
perspective of the oppressed. That new pelspectivc left rrc field untor-rched.

Urrtil then, the Communist Party had organtzeci the peilsants and
agricultural workers only in a few struggles like the Tebhaga srruugle, the
Telangana armed peasant moyement and zr fcr,v others. The Naxalbari
struggle, a,d then the CPI (Ml,) b.r. our of thar struggle, h.wever,
unequivocally stated that the agrarian revolution is the axis of the new
democratic revolution. In other words, it formulated that the kcy motive
forces in this revolution are the agricultural workers (landlcss I'armers) and
the poor peasants led by the working class. It let-l the tevoluti.r.raries of the
coufltry to destroy the semi-colonial and serni-feuclal relations of the
country. Rural areas turned into the main centers of strugule.

The destructio. of semi-feudal relati..s in the cou.trvside meant
the overthrow of the economic, political ancl social hegenro.y of the
landlords. In its place, under the leadership of the la.dless .ncr poor
peasants, the political and social hegemony of the downttodcien wa_s to be
established by including other allied classes and groups such urs the mrddle
class peasantry, artisans and a section of the ricl-r peasants anci other similar
fotces who were suffocating under the yoke of serni-feudalism ancl semi-



colonialism. In order to radically change the relations of production and

place the econr:mic powef in the hands of these classes, which is possible

only if thev capture po\Mer throughout the country, it has taken the path

of advancing the armed revolutionary sttuggle in that ditection.

In the 1970s, the landlotc'ls in rural areas mainly comprised of uppet

castes. There were only a few exceptions. Similady, landless and poor

peasants comprised mainly of Dalits and othet lowef castes. Therefore,

the overthrow of' serni-feudal relations essentially meant the ovefthfov of
the dominzrnce of the uPper caste landlords.

It is because of this social reality that when the cPI (xdl) party called

upon the revolutionaries, especially the student and youth, to 'Go to the

Villages', thev were especia"lly given a direction to take sheltet first among

the 'Dalits'in the villages. The amount of time they spent with the 'landless'

and socially m argnalized Dalits' and how well they mobilized these secrions

into the tevolution was the yardstick used to measufe how much the

fevolutionaries intermingled with the people. The then CPI (l\4L) resolved

that Dalits, who are mainly lnndless peasants, should be brought into the

leadership positions of revolutionary peasallt councils, the organs of state

powef established in the rural areas where the revolutionafy movement

had intensifiecl and was in a position to exercise such pov/ef. \[ith this, for

the first time in history, Dalits gc'rt an opportunity to wield feal power at

the rural level.

It is because of- this kind of firm determination that the Dalit

households became the first places of refuge and footholds fot the

revolutionafy movement in the rural areas of the plains. That was the case

t_hroughout the rural areas of India, rvhether it is in Debra-Gopi vallabhpur;

Lakhimpur-kheri; innumerable villages in Bhof pur region and Jehanabad,

Gaya, Aurangabad and Patna districts of Bihar; or hundreds of villages in

Karimnagar, Adilabad, Ni zamabad and\Tarangal districts indudingJaglryala

and Sirisilla in Telangana, r,-illages in Palnadu atea of AP, ot the villages of
Dharrnapuri district in Tamil Nadu etc. 'Naxalite pafty'got the reputation

throughout the country that it is rr party especially of the Dalits or the

lower castes. It created a confidence amoflg the people of those castes

that it is 'their part.y'. Dominant caste exploiters also looked at it as the

parry of especially SCs and STs.
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o.e cannot say thar all this was do.e bv taki,g up a special program
on caste, but it was done bearing in mind the fact that ninety percent of
the people belonging to the lower wotki,g classes are mainry fiorn the
lower castes. Not only that, communist revolutionades hacl naturally
considered that untouchability is the worst and rnost inhurnan practice of
the caste system in our coulltry and that ir hacl to be eraclicated. The
experience of the Chinese Cultural Revolution taught tl-rat only if the stare
power is in the hands of the lowest toiling classes, will there be guatanrce
for the success of the revolution and for its continuation post rerolution.
It is because of this oudook that the revolutionary parties oi thar time -
cPI (ML) andMCC adopted the above practicc. Tr-re general turdcrstanding
of the revolutionary patty at that time rvas that the clestruLction of the
semi-feudal relations in India would pave rhe way for the clorvnfall of the
caste system.

I. the first four to five years of the Naxalbari sffuggler, rrn.ihilation
of the class enemy was considered the o,ly form o{' struggle. After the
suppression of the Naxalbad upsurge by 1972, revolurionary movement
critically evaluated the left adventurist line it u,as following and clid self-
ctiticism and adopted a mass line. A new wave of anri-f-eudal struggles
engulfed many areas in Andhra Ptadesh ancl Bilrar-. whiie lancl struggles
with the slogan of land to the tiller r.ver:e launched right arvav in some
places, while in many other places social struggles and serf-respect struggles
were taken up first and they gave way to lancl struggles.

These struggles taught the upper caste people to adcirerss the lower
caste people with respect instead of calling rhem in derogatorv rerms. In
some places they started calling the lower caste people l)ada (brother),
Didi (sister), and in some places they starred adding the respectfll suftrx p
'to the name. In manyvillages in Tela,gana, clowntrodclen casfes stopped
denigrating themselves while addressing the upper casre people. Insteacl
the upper caste landlords also started addrcssing the revolutionarv leaders
frorn the oppressed castes, the radical yollng men ancl women. the leaders
of Peasants and Agricultural sTorkers Association as l)ada and Dicli. In
some places there were demeaning practices such as rnaking Dalits holcl
their sandals in hands while walking ir-r front of tl-re [ancl[.rds, hr:uses,



maintaining separate glasses for Dalits in hotels, preventing the marriage

processions of l)alits from taking the main stfeets of the villages etc. In
some places, oppressed caste people had to perform certain dances etc.

during festival times first in front of the landlords'houses before doing so

in front o{t their own streets or: houses. The movement fought a lot to get

dd of such demezrning practices and roused the self-respect among the

Dalits and provided them with enough confidence to put a stop to such

practices. $Therever necessary, it resorted to even street fights.

Revolutionaries made it a regular practice to wash their own plates

after eating so as to lessen the burden on women. It is also done as a patt
of strurggle against patriarchal practices. Howeveq while eating in the houses

of the dominant upper castes, traditionally the lower castes used to wash

their orvn plates. If revolutionaries wash their plates it would continue that

prevailing discriminatory practice. Therefore, a decision was made not to

wash their o\vn plates in the houses of upper castes. Although the women

of those houses hzrve more work to do here, such a decision was taken

because the fight to be waged against the hegemonic culture of caste was

more import:antthan the fight against patriarchy. Hundreds of such small

practices became commofl dudng the revolution.

The r:re-xt article 'Caste-Theory and Praxis of the Revolutionary

Movement', in this book, talks in detail how the revolutionary party's

undetstancling of caste has unclergone changes dudngthe past five clecades.

Therefbrc, it is not explained again here in this article.

'fhe relationship between the annihilation of caste and the new

democratic revolution needs to be looked at in detail.

Throughout the feudal pedod before the British took over our country,

caste had close relation with the mode of production. That is why we

characterize Indian feudalism as caste-based feudalism. Tl"ris means that in

a feudal society, land ownership, which is the main means of production,

was in the hancls of certain upper castes, while the laborers and other

producers (ar:tisans) who worked on the land belonged to the Shudra and

Ati-Sltudra castes. This wns the general state of affaus. Over the centuries,

some changes took place in it, but the general condition remained the

same.
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Duritrg the period when the Briush rured o.r collfltry f<rt ,ore dran
two centuries, certain changes took place in the feuclal relations. and clue
to the entry of colonial capital, capitalist telations also rnadc an enffy to
some exteflt. The close relationship existing betwcen castc atrcl mode of
production had undergone major changes. I,dusrrial working cJass ernerged
from among the Dalits. An educated urban middle ciass also crrergecl tiom
among them for the first time in history'. out of thc Shudta. agricuitural
castes arose the middle class peasants, rich peasallts ancl a srnali iar-rdlord
class. Due to the introduction of tJngrish e,lucarion by rhe l3titish,
education, which was available only to the upper castes until the,, became
available to the Shudras and Dalits as well. consciousness arose rlmong
the Dalits and Shudra castes abour their natr-iral rights a.cl rhey 51211sc1

fighting for their rights. This gave birtli to rrre a.ti-lJrahnrin movernents.
The freedom struggle against the British, the socialist rnovenlenrs in Europe
and the nationality movements all arousecl national consciousness and
democratic feeJings in the middle class ancr a section oi the b,urgeoisie in
India. This had significant effect o, the ecrucated people li.nr lourcr castes
too. This raised awareness about their rights as rhc oppressecl casrcs. There
were also many peasant movements. AII these btought ab.ut chrrnges in
class cornposition.

After the colonial rule ended these changes picked up rnomenrum.
The Naxalbari struggle and the ensuing revoluti.narv lno\rement

directly brought about changes in land reiatiors in ma,y srarcs. I. many
places new landlord secdons emerged in placc ,f rh. ,lt.l la,cll.rds. This
too brought about changes in the caste composition of, the classes. In
order to wean av/ay the people from the re'olutio..ry rno'ernent, la,d
ceiling acts were enacted by the central and State c)ove.rrnents. Even
though they were irnplemented very weardy a.d only nornin.[y. thcy also
caused some changes in the land relatio,s. The stro.g interrelationship
between castes and classes (production system) u,as l>roke.. Different
classes emerged in all castes to a certain extent. with the rersult, caste interests
and class interests have ceased to be one ancl the same" At tire sanre time,
the middle and the rich classes, belongi.g t. trre backrvalcl castcs ancl the
Dalits, who gradually gained econornic power and social c.r.rscio*s,ess,
started to fight for dreir share in political porvcr, education a.cl employment



etc. by raising the demands of reservations etc. Efforts to mobilize the

people of their respective castes intensified in order to displace the upper

caste people, who tvere dominant aod occupying the positions of power

in all the political parries till tl"ren. As the chances of mobilizing adequate

number of- people on indiviclual caste basis are less, slogans such as Bahuian

castes unity; Bahuian-Dalit unity, Bahujan-Dalit-minority unity etc' have

come up. It is true that there is a democratic aspiration in this. This

consciousness ptovided many sharp tools to question the suptemacy of

the upper castes. But there is also a serious problem with this. The common

interest of all these czrstes is limited. It is primarily social in flatufe. There

are rnany conflicting economic interests befiveen these castes.

For exarnple, when rve look at the situation in rutal areas today - we

mentiofled nbove that lancl has changed hands in tural ateas in the last few

decades. In many places land ownetship has shifted to Shudra agricultural

castes in place of the old upper castes. Their interests afe not the same as

those of the landless agricultural tvorkers and poor farmers of the Dalit,

and other backwarcl castes. The slogan 'Land to the tiller' draws only the

latter int.c't struggles and not those wh6 have already become land owners'

Mutually exclusive interests afe there in the case of struggles ovef wage

fates.

l'oclay clrrss clifferefltiatiofl has taken place even among the Dalits'

Industrial working class, middle class, and especially urban middle class

have emergecl among the Dalits too. A small bourgeois class has also

emergecl comprising big bureaucrats tike IAS and IPS officers, big politicians

and a ferv industrialists, albeit very small in number. However, in the villages,

they are mainly lzrr-rdless and poor firrmers though in some places some of

them turnecl into midclle class. With so many class divisions, the intefest

of all these classes is nor the samc. This has been proven many times in

practice. The same is broadly applicable in respect of other backward castes.

E rel th.n, so far as Dalits are concerned, it can be said that the caste-class

correspondence continues, especially in rural areas' This applies to some

of the rnost backward castes too who are still economically and socially

almost on par with the Dalit castes.

In view of these changed economic cclnditions, caste and class are

not entirely one and the same. However, the unity of the oppfessed castes
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to the extent that they fight against social, and cultural discrimination and

oppression, against the Brahminical and Mtnuaada culrure anci the
hegernony of the oppressor upper casrcs is complcterly rcasonable and

correct. It does contribute in the struggle for caste annihilation. lJut due

to the above mentioned differences of intcLests, 'Unitv cll the Bahujan

Castes' of the BSP type is useful only for parliamentary politics bur not
for caste eradication. Manuuada Hindutvn politics has gained a foothold in
many backward castes because there are diiferent interests benveen and

even within different backward castes. It cannot be denied thar lack of
consciousness and influence of Hindutva propaganda prlay a verv important
role in this. But if we do not recognize the differing intercsts ancl the

changes in class composition, we cannot take thc struggle for: the
annihilation of caste in the right direction.

There is another important factor to be taken into consideration.

Ninety percent of the biggest billionaires irek;nging to the comprador big
bourgeoisie belong to the upper castes. It is they u,ho plav the dorninanr

role in the ruling class today. It should also be known thnt they will not
relinquish their position without an uncomprornising revolurtionary struggle

with this class. Without fighting againsr corproratizarion ancl increasing

privatizaion in all sectors, livelihood and even survival has becomc a very
hard task for the majority of the oppressed castes. No parliamenrary party
with backward caste and Daiit leadership has the vision and program to
put these issues on the agenda.

This is the inherent logic of Anancl Telturnbde's argurnenr, rvhen he

says that the unity of oppressed castes is not possible on the basis of caste

but it should be done on the basis of class.

The unity of oppressed castes and classes on the basis of clzrss irnplies

that the struggles carried out by the oppressed classes shotrld cllcolnpass
all struggles against caste oppression ancl hegemony,'fhe fight against caste

domination and discrimination should bc carried out rvith spcciai focus,

special programs and special organizational strr-rctures.

Let us now look at the progran-r for t.he cradication of casfe taken up
by the revolutionary party that tbllorr,'s the path of ncw clcmocratic
revolution.



"fhe caste system is strongly linked to the mode of productiofl slnce

its inception. But it also formed a social framework beyond the mode of

production as it existecl for thousands of years. At the same time it is also

an ideological system that is culturally ingrained in the people' So the

struggle against it should go on simultaneously in these two fields. caste

does not go avay by charactetizing it as a special aspect of Hinduism and

leaving that religion or if we fight against it only culturally and ideologically'

A caste system with rnodifications suitable fot today's needs is beneficial

not only to tlle feuclal svstem but also to capitalist interests. It is useful

both economically and politically. In the caste system, low payments to the

lower castes , and begar (corvee) are accepted forms in the society' These

facilitate rhe payment of Iowwages fbr allegedlylowJevelworkin a capitalist

system. sre see that it is the people from the lower castes who are engaged

in a hig way in certain t nres of work - for example, sanitation and scavenging

work, rru,ork that involves a lot of physical labot - and that too fot the

lowest wages. Needless ro say, this surplus exploitation brings a lot more

profits to the capitalists. Any clivision of labourers that undermines the

unity of the working class will benefit the ruling classes. So, caste system is

very beneficial to the capitalist system politically as well. That is why even

though capitalist relations are increasing, the present system is nurturing

caste system, caste divisions, casteism, caste feelings and caste feuds day in

and day out.

Theretbre, we will be able to femove the base for the caste system by

radically chagging the relations of production that sustain this caste system

i.e. semi-feudal and semi-colonial relations through the new democratic

revolution. Ambedkar's cleclared goal of 'Nationalization of Land' can

only be achieved through a new dernocratic revolution by'Socializing the

land'. The goal of the new democratic revolution is to first make the tillers

the real ownefs of the land nnd raise the consciousness of the farmers by

taking up collective tarming and cooperative farming and ultimately

socializing the land. The aim of the new democratic revolution is to socialize

not only the lan<l but also the industries which are gaining importance day

b1, day ifl the lndian economy. Communizing the means of productiofl in

this wal me.;ns radiczrlly changing the relations of production that 2fe the
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basis of the caste system. The caste systern does not encl by thi,s alone. It
colltinLres even after the revolution in a reladr-ely independent liramervork.

So even after the revolution, we have to conrjnue the struggie in the cultural,

social and ideological fields. Struggle in these areas will be fhciJitated by
the radical dismanding of the present econornic and political svstem rvhich

fosters the caste system.

The caste based division of occupations which is continuing cven

now will also be abolished by the new denrocratic smte led by the working
class. Capitalist system has already changed this czrste based division of
occupations to alatge extent to suit its neecls.'fhe occupations considered

as 'lowly' and menial, but nevertheless, required by the society ate still
carned out only by the Dalits and lower castes.'I'echnolo.qv is available

today to do as much of this as possible rvith rnachines and robors. \'et, the
ruling class of this country is not making that technolouy irntJ those
machines available to mechanize the worh, even while ahvzrys boastinpS rhat
'India is showing the prowess to sit at the table of the devclopeil counffies'.
The new democratic state will pay special arrention to bring them inro
wider and common use and to further develop thenr. Apart from that, it
will make it compulsory fot everyone to unclerrake these tasks regatdless

of caste. Various steps will be taken for this. It will adopt various tbrms of
positive discrimination policies including resel:vations in all s<:ctcirs to the

extent necessary and for as long as necessary ull sociai gap$ are reruorred.

Today, society considers mental labor as superior and physical labor as

inferior. But the proletarian State takes all kincls of policy decisions,
including economic policies, to close the gap Lretween physical rrnd menral

labor. Along with this, it will make every effort to cr-rlturally challenge and

close this gap that is ingrained in the lnir-rcls of people.

In the name of honor killings, today's r.lppel casre suprcnracist and
religious fanatJcal killings are being indirecrly encor.rragerl or ignored by
the present state. But the working-class state not only ptovic{cs ail kinds of
safeguards against such incidents from happening but also actively
encourages inter-caste and inter-religi<lr-rs mzrrriages. Ali neccssary
ideological, cultural, anti-Brahminist,antf-M(ilxuuaadpropagancla ancl acrions

will be taken to make them quite comrnon. If the inter*castc marriages



become a regular occurrence, then it is a sign of complete abolition of the

caste system,

To complete all these tasks, special organisational structures will be

formed in nll the departments of govefnment andparty,mass organisations

and production units.

Thus -
* change the mode of production which is the material basis for

rhe casre systeln * that is to say, distribution of the land based on

tlre .land to the tiller' slogan and sociahzaion of all dle industries

of comprador bureauctzrtic big bourgeoisie; and take up steps so

that their managemeflt lies in the true sense in the hands of the

u,clrking class.

* Caste has ancl continues to have a relatively independent existence

as a set of social relations along with its material basis in the mode

of procluctiofl. Thc new state will take up necessafy legal steps to

l:reak that social framework'
* Along with this, etforts will be made to bring about changes in

ideological, culrural, social, literary and linguistic fields and abolish

caste discrimination and caste inequalities'

+ All steps will be taken so that all occupations are ca/lried out by all

the people irrespective of their castes'

* Eraclicate inequalities between physical and mental activities,

between diff-erent physical activities and between mental activities

ancl establish equal l''alue between them'
s [t rvill be made compulsory for everybody to partake in sanitzrtion

ancl'clirty'works ns a social responsibility and thereby remove the

stigma zrttached to it and improve the dignity of labour about

those works. The conditions whereby only the lowef caste people

do what are considered 'dirty' iobs will be eradicated'

* Steps will be taken to put a stop to the practice of caste-Hindus

r:esicling in the main village and the Dalits in the outer village.

Sirnilnrly, steps will be taken to eliminate such practices of

segregation which still exist in othet forms in ufban areas too.
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* A scientific and uniform education system will be adopted in place

of the present'graded education system' that perpetrates lnany
kinds of discrimination.

x Take all measures to ensure that inter-caste marriages trecome

vefy common
x .Annihilation of caste is possible only by taking it up as a rnajor

agenda of the cultural revolution which would continuc cven after

the revoluti.on.

Such a long struggle is necessary for the annihilation of casrc.

So the argument that revolution is prossible only if caste is erilclicated

is not a correct argument. It will be like tying a horse behind rhe cnrt. ()nly

when the economic and political systems that nurture the caste systcm are

overthrown through revolution, it is possible to destroy ttre social
framework of caste and the foundation for the annihilation oi caste is

laid.

This does not mean that we should not fight for the abolition of
caste today and postpone it unti-l the revolution succeeds. Itven todav, social,

economic, political, cultural and ideological stnrggles should conrjnue. A
sharp fight should be waged against llrahrnanism rncl t\[aanaaal that is

emerging in the form of Hinduwa.

Fight against caste during the course of revolutionary movement:

The revolutiofl cannot be successful without achieving the unity of
all working people regardless of caste. Peasants, workers, other roilers,

unemployed, underemployed, small traders, small industrialists of clifferent

castes including the upper castes are the victims of today'.s serni-colonial,
semi-feudal system. As the financial crisis rvorsens in our ct;unrry and

around the world and as privaizaion and corl>oratization increase, the

exploitation of and oppression on these groups is increasing. Their cornmon
interests lie in fighting against the privatization ancl c<trporirtizarkxr. It is
these common interests that form the basis fr>r the oppressed peclple of
different castes to come together to fight on a class basis. That basis is

strengthening by the day. It is a fact that rhc tevoluri<tnary moverncnt has
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significantly achievecl the unity ot- such oppressed people across castes' It

is also ^ 
gre t achievement of the revolution'

Achieving this unity under the leadership of the oppressed castes in

the peasant-agricultural wcltkers associations, Youth orgaflisations and other

mass organisations is an even gfeatef achievement. It is also a fact that it

has been able to mobilize democratic activists of all castes in support of

the strurggles of the oppressed classes and castes' When the units of the

revolutionary parq were led bv members of the oppressed castes, they

could wifl the confidence of all. The practice of revolutionafy movement

proves that the unity of the oppressed castes is possible on class l"rasis and

orly o., that basis the leaclership of the oppressed castes cafl be established.

\X/hile all tlis is 6ne aspect of the issue, it is also indisputable that algng

with regional, ethnic, religrous and tribal batriers' caste differences ate also

one of the most important obstacles in uniting the working people' It is a

must ro fight against these inequalities and discrimination even now. In

that struggle, the ideas ancl thoughts brought forward by different identity

movenlents shoulcl be adopted. Only then can we strengthen the program

of caste er:adication both theoretically and ptactically' At the same dme'

we shourlci teiect various 'post' 2rfgllments like post modernism, post-

structuralism, post-truth etc. ancl the 'extreme tendencies' in the identity

movemellt which ref ect the class stfuggle, class outlook etc. and stand as

an obstacle tc, the unity of all the working people and the new democratic

revoluti6l. r\t the same time, this sUuggle against casteist tendencies or

upper: caste supremacist tenc{encies should be carried out among the activists

of rhc vrrrious revolutionary mass organisations and the revolutionaries'

That struggle should be waged organisationally, individually and even in

their families. But it should also be recognized that without changes in the

system, there will be limitntions to such sttuggles. otherwise, there is a

possibility of an illusion that this is a matter of individual' change in the

p.opl. or that it is r:nly a soci,al struggle to be waged only socially ignoring

the ecclnomic root.

In the 1990s many developments took place that transformed

parliamenrafy politics vis-i-vis caste dynamics. Mandal commission fePoft

rvas irrrplernentecl; Bahuian Samai Party gained strength and even captured
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power in a big state like Uttar Pradesh; RJD lanata Dal and Samajwadi

parties too came to po\r/er in Bihar and LIP under the leaclership of
backward caste leaders by overthrowing hitherto dominant ca-*tes like

Brahmin, Rajput, I{ayastha etc. !7ith the or.erthrorv of the political
dominance of the upper castes, the belief and illusion that Bahr-rians and

Dalits can take power through padiamentarv politics has srr:engthened.

BSP could not come to power except itr LJttar Pradesh. In Punjab, which

has a higher percentage of Dalits than tittar Praclesh (though I{anshiram

himself hails from Punjab), the BSP has not been able to exert any political

influence. Anand Teltumbde says that the teason fbr this is the sprecial

caste composition among Uttar Pradesh Dalits (existencc of a large number

of Jatavs, a caste to which Mayawati belongs). I-Iorvever, even aftel: assuming

such power, BSP could not bring any signiflcant change at least in the Iives

of Dalits. Such a change is not possible without changing the present semi-

f-eudal; semi-colonial system. Itis not even possible to exercise parliamentary

power even at the state level without compromising with that systern and

serving it obediendy. The ruling class will not allow that. That is the reason

why some backward castes uiith greater numerical strength coLricl climb up

one or two rungs in the ladder of castc system by gaining po\rrcr in a few

states and even obtained a share in the porver at the Ccntre, but none of
them is working to eradicate caste. Tl-rey are promoting caste ideology for

their vote bank politics. Moreover , they do not crlre about the c'lifference

between the padiamentary power and the state powel:. These parties $/orking

with limited interests cannot be expectecl to understand the ditfcrcnce and

work accordingly for the true state po\,'er of l)alits ar-rd Rahuians. It is

because of this confidence that the big-bourgeoisie, thc fcr-rdal clrrss zrnd

the capitalist peasantry belonging to the upper castes appror.e lhe cooption

of a section of the Dalit, Bahujans into their class. They hopg to keep aLive

the illusion of Dalit-Bahujans in the padiamentary system for a long time

by such cooption.

The interests of the Bahujan parties. organizatior:rs ancl individuals

who want to be a part of the ruling class and obtain rr piecc of- thc pie ate

different from those of the people ancl organizations lvho rvholchcartedly

desire Ambedkar's ambition to eradicate caste. ffho-se rvho sincerely hope



to end all exploitations including the abolition of caste and the exploitation

of labor zrnd establish an equal society should rcahze that the way is not
the padiamentary way but the ne'nv democratic revolutionary way. It should

be realized that only then the oppressed classes and also the oppressed

castes can take real state power. So, even while carrying out the necessary

critical dialogue and criticism frorn the angle of the oppressed castes, they

should become an integral part of the new democratic revolution and the

organisational structures that build and sustain that revolution.
Significance of Armed Resistance:

In our country, in the seventies, and even in the eighties and nineties,

landlorcls usecl to wield all types of economic, political and social dominance

and power in the rural areas. These landlords mainly belonged to the upper

castes. When Dalits, backward caste toilets and even upper caste wotkers

became conscic'rus of their rights and questioned the supremacy of the

landlords, thc landkrrds used their economic strength, political influence,

their grip on the organs of state power, and used their armed force to
carry out brutal attacks in many places in the counffy. Most brutal massacres

were carried out in many villages in many states such as Keelavenmani in
Tamil Nadu; in I{atamchedu, Chundut, Lakshimpet in Andhra Pradesh; in
Belchi, Pipra and other villages in Bihar. In Bihaq many private armies of
upper castes rvere established and massacres were carried out with the

tacit encouragement of the state.

There is no count of the atrocities committed by them in the villages

of Telangana both inside and outside theu gadies (feudal fortre sses). It was

mainly the revolutionary movement that resisted those attacks heroically.

The revolution did not limit the struggles iust to the court batdes. It
recognized the limitations of the legal struggle and took up armed and

militant struggles. In all these strurggles, including the armed fesistance,

the revoh"rtionaries of all castes, regardless of their caste, proved that their
class-bonds are way stronger thnn any narrov/ caste-bonds by dedicating

their lives to t.hose struggles. Many even gave up their lives in these struggles.

The movement mobilized Dalits 'and Bahujans in all the struggles and was

able to unite the democratic activists of all castes in solidarity with those

struggles. It is only such otganized struggles by people belonging to all
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castes that pave the way for the abolitio. of caste. Th.se struggles were
able to check the attacks and atrocities of the landlotds. Fh,err u,lile fighring
the legal batdes, we will be able to prorecr the rights of Dalits" Bahujans,
other workers and ribals only by fightinu beyond rhe limits cif legal battles.
Leadership of the Oppressed Castes:

Even frorn the period of Naxalbari struggle, it wa-s rhe policy of the
party to pro-actively make the landless and poor peaszrnrs a.d agriculrural
workers the leaders of the peoplet orfIafls of state power built at village
level, wherever and whenever they are built. Therefore, in thr:usands of
villages it is the Dalits and people from backward castes rvho leacl the
peasants and agricultural workers associarir:ns initially and the rcvolutionary
peasant committees and revolutionary public committees later. The
decisions made by these committees ifl the viilages u.cler their leaclership
had to be obeyed by the upper caste landlords too. Thus, for the flrst time
in history, power was wielded by the Dnlits a,d the backwarcl casfes. rt is
the revolutionary movement that made this possibler.

compared to any other padiamentarv or leftist p,rty, trre pa*icipation
of the oppressed castes in the leadership of the revolutionarv movemeflt
also increased significantly during these flve .r six decades. "fhc mrmber
and proportion of people from Dalit, Adivasi and backrvarci caste
backgrounds has increased not only at the district ilnd sratr: ler.,els. but also
at the central level. Even in the leadership .f rnass organizatio,s, which
are accused by the State, of being affiliated to the tevolutiollary movemenr,
the leadership is mosdy from the oppressecr castes. This is cliscussccl in a
more detailed manner in another article 'caste-'I'heory ancl praxis of the
Revolutionary movement', compiled in this book.

\il7hen analysed in the context of the above under:stancling rrncl practice,
it can be cleady seen that caste an.ihilation is possible only th1e,r*6 ,1r.
path of new democratic revolution anc{ not through the prarliamentary
electoral politics.



Caste - Theory and Praxis of the
Revolutiona ry Move me nt

T"he questinn of caste, its place in Marxist Theory and practice has

been under debate for the past many decades. Both Ambedkarite and

Marxist scholars have debatecl this question.

Questions have been raised if Marxism and Marxist methodology
have tools to unc{erstand and annihilate caste - which is a specific feature

of Indian society. The position often taken by many Marxist scholars and

some colnmunist parties has not helped in clearing such doubts. However,

there is the question of communist revolutionaries (l.,laxalites), who from
the time of the Naxalbari revolt 52 years back have had their theory of
semi-feudal zrnd semi-colonial India and agrarian revolution as the axis of
the New' Dernocratic Revolution. Anybody who professes that India is

semi-feudal must deal with the question of caste, for as soon as one steps

into any village in India one is confronted with the question of caste. So,

communist revolutionaries cannot be blind to this fact. If there are any

forces among the communists, who have mobilized hundreds of thousands

of masses beiongrng to the oppr:essed castes and especially Dalits against

feudalisrn ancl caste oppression, then it is the Naxalites.

\n'e do not have many studies where the scholars have been able to
study the theoretical positions taken by these revolutionaries (N{aoists)

and horv their positions have changed over the decades both in resporrse

to their experience nnd to the theoretical debates over the issue. Studies

regarding the practice of the Maoists vis-i-vis caste are still fewer. Many
debates regarding the theoretical position of Marxists have been limited
to the positions taken by the padiamentary left parties.

Therefore, in this paper, rve would like to take up this question,

especially with regard to the changes in the theoretical position and resurltant
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practice of the Naxalites over the past flve dccades. \wc r',ourlc-l also like to
address some of the criticisms raised regarding this.

How did the eady Naxalites viev' the casre question ancl what was
their pracdce?

Befbre we venture into answering this question, ret trs briefly examine
the position of various castes in the villages as it cxistecl bv latr: skties
when the Naxalbad struggle broke out.

rndia was a caste based feudal society before the aclvent of the llritish.
But many anti-feudal struggles and rnany anti-Brahmanical srruggles
especially in South India led to some changes in this sratus.

Most of the land was concentrated in the hands oi la,dlords
belonging to upper castes. Ninety percent of the Darits u,ere la'dless
agricultural workers or poor peasants. peasants of- agricultural Suclra castes
were either tenants or poor and middle fanners. Many from these castes
were also landless agricultural workers or poor peasants. T\wr decacles of
the fagade of land reform legislations hacl not brought atrotrr much change
in the land equations by that time. So, though rhere were mzrny exceptions,
there was a close correspondence between class ancl caste. Ne'elrtheless,
the process of a section of peasants of agricultutal Sudra castes bec.ming
middle and rich peasants and even landlorcls had begun, cspecizrlly in places
where anri-feudal and ani-Brahmanical struggles hacl broken .ut, fbr e.g.
in South lndia. The political and economic power was helcl by the upper
caste landlords and the social power by these castes as il ."vhole. ( )radual
econornic strengthening of the intermecliary farmers enablecl them to be
politically assertive especially in those stares where ar-rti-llrahrnanical
struggles have a history. In some areas the ec.nomic a,c{ political po\ver
had started shifting to the middle castes, especiallv to the r:ich peasants of
these castes.

As far as the urban classes go, comprador bie bo,rgeoisie ,n'as almost
entirely comprised of Banias and Parsis.

The political leadership of all the parries, inclurling that of the
communist parties belonged primarily to rh.se corning frorn upper caste
background or from middle and rich classes of N{uslir.s. Having been
imparted with modern education, inspired by nationalism anci larer by
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socialist consciousness they became communist revolutionary leaders. \ff4rjle

some of thern became true revolutionaries, many such as PCJoshi and SA

Dange could not shed their Brahrnanical ideological outlook. They and

the subsequent lendership of the Communist Party of India withdrev/ the

Telangana artned struggle ancl the concept of revolution was given a slow

burial.

Naxalbad Revolt:
Tl-re Great Debate and the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution

inspired many communist revolts in many countries of the wodd, including

in India. Naxalbari revolt took place by breaking clear of the 'revisionist

leadership ancl ideology'of- CPI and CPI[V!. Inspired byNaxalbari, revolts

took place in many places in the country, prominent among them being

Srikakul'am, I)ebra, Gopi-Ballabhpur, Musahari etc. To provide leadership

to these struggles and to lead new democratic revolution in India, CPI
(I.{L) was {r:rmed on 22"dApril , 1969. Maoist Communist Centre was also

formed as a separate revolutionary parry on 22"dOctober, the same year.

These parties clescribed the Indian society as a semi-feudal and semi-

colonial society and the contradiction between feudalism and the broad

Indian masses as the principal contradiction. They laid down protracted

people's war as the strategy of revolution and describedagraianrevolution
as the axle of the New Democratic Revolution. Resolviflg the principal

contradiction between feudalism and the broad masses meant in the main

the implementation of the policy of 'land to the tiller', smashing the political

pov/er of- the feudal class (and the comprador big bourgeoisie class) and

establishing the political power of the oppressed classes under the

leadership of the proletariat. and landless and poor peasantty.

The feudal Elentry that wielded the economic and political power in
the countryside in those days in most places belonged to the uppet castes.

On the other hand, 95oh of the landless and poor peasantry belonged to

the oppressed backward castes and Dalits. Therefore, smashing feudalism

in essence meant smashing the base of the caste system, on which it has

stood fbr the past neady three thoursand years.

The tbunder leader of CPI (ML), Charu Mazumdar ga-ve a call to the
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students to 'go to the villages'. He gave a clirectjon to the stuclcnts arid the
revoludonary ptty activists to take shelter first and tbremost in the huts
and houses of the landless and poor pe2rsantry and cspecially ,Harijans,

when they went to the villages to organize the r,ral oppressecl milsses.
'Harljans', being subject to ecoflomic, political and socizrl opprcssion for
many centuries will be the most determined to smash the fer,rdalism ancl
feudal authority and moreover, the political power will be sntcr i. their
hands. It is with this understanding that cpl (MI) had given s.ch a call.
Inspired by this clarion call, thousands of stude,ts and vouth paricipated
in revolutionary upsurges in many areas of the ccluntr} when the
communist revolutionaries went to the v'illages to initiate or.qanisational
work, they immediately confronted the issues of- casre op;rression and
they organised people to resolve it. This was rhe siruarion armost
everylirhere. In these upsurges, it was the 'Harijans' and other oppressed
caste masses who were in the foreftont in the nnti-f-euclal struggles under
the leadership of the revolutionaries. At the same dme, wc sh.ulcl nor
forget the fact that the ranks of the rev.luti,naries cornprised of people
from all castes including upper castes, who were reacly to lrry clow-n their
lives for rhe cause of liberation from f-eudar and imperialist .ppression,
Though all this had happened at that timc o,ly on rhe basis .f class, the
revolutionaries had clarity of understanding even in drose days 16u1 ,1r.
rnost oppressed castes mainly comprise the most oppressed classes. Thus,
theywere clear about the relationship berwee* the oppressi.. r>f the feudal
classes and the base of the feudal power.

Naxalbari upsuge had lasted for.nly 
^ 

smalr peri.cl fr.m 1967 to
1972. the year of Charu Majumdar,s martyrclom.

During this period,
x Caste was seen as an integral part of- feudalism;
x Interrelationship between the smashing of this sysreln ancl caste

annihilation was recognized;
* call was given to lead peasant revolrs by basing trremselves on the

oppressed castes and especially Dalits who cor'prise thc bulk of
the landless and poor peasaflrs;

x A clear direction was given ro sec trrat the readersrrip ot the



{evolutiorii}ry peasant colnmittees, which would act as the organs

of power, rests in the hands of the oppressed castes. This call

was implemented sincerely.
* T'he t.hen leadership did not have any plans to chalk out a sepatate

progrzrmme to fight caste by discussing the caste question in detail,

apart fron-r mobilizing the people of oppressed castes into anti-

feuclal struggle.
* Smashing feudalism itself was considered adequate to get rid of

castc in the society.

We shoulcl however recognize that the leadership then did not have

much scope for rectifying this shortcoming by chalking out a separate

programme for annihilation of caste in those days.

At the same time, we should also recognize another shortcoming.

The leadership of CPI(NIL) was highly critical of Gandhi, but did rlot see

afl)thing wtong in using the u,<lrd 'Hailan'coined by the same Gandhi

instead of using the word 'Da-lit' coined by Ambedkar to denote the

'untouchable' castes"

In those days, revolutionaries led many social revolts albeit at micro-

level. Social ostracism of the Dalits rvas fought. Taboos like Dalits should

not wear footwear in front of feudal lords and uPper caste people were

broken. f)alit.s used to enter the houses of the upper caste people as the

leaders of armecl squads etc. All these laid a firm basis for the class unity

among the oppressed castes ancl classes.

Those who rnechanicalll, understand that class oudook and class

struggle rnean onlv economic sttuggles argue that those revolutionaries

fought only on the basis of class outlook and did nclt bother about caste,

But struggle against all social and cultural oppression is an integral part of
class struggie. So, though the revolutionaries then did not have any

comprehensive understanding on the caste question, they resisted the social

atrocities of the landlords on the oppressed castes with the basic socialist

understanding that nll humans nre equal. This was a strong point of their

practice and it is because of this, they could acquire a strong mass base

among the f)alits and the exploitecl classes among the other backward

castes.
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The second phase of the revoludona-ry movement stzrrred by rcctifying
the left adventurist ractics of the frst phase of the Naxalbar:i revolr. During
tlris period, many revoluaonary and democratic mass organisationi *"r.
formed and students, youth, peasants, uorkers, Adivasis. employees,
intellectuals, and women were mobilized in a big way into many struggles
on their specific issues as well as on political issr.res.

Let us examine this in some detail especially itr thc casc of Andhra
Pradesh andTelangana.

Thousands of students and youdr were raobilized in ,Go ro \rillages,
campaigns under the leadership of Radical Students Llnion ar-rcl Radical
Youth League every year from 1977 (afier the lifting of emer.qency) till
1984. Educational classes were conducted for the srudents and youth befbre
theywent to the villages about not only New I)emocratic Politics and land
issue and other peasant issues but also about hou, to rely on the basic
classes in the villages during this campaigrr period a.cl about h.w to
understand the caste question. The success oi the campaiun was rneasured
in the number of days the campaigners took sheltet amons rhe l)alits in
their Tolas or \hadaas (hamlets) ancl u,on their confidence. 'fhousands of
youths, both men andwomen, can'rpaigned against exploitation, and social
oppression by staying and mingling with the basic classes ancl l)ahts by
eatingwhatever theywere offered and sometimes even going rvithnut fbod.
They accomplished all of this amidst cruel repression a.d p.lice attacks.
This won the confidence of the Dalits a,d orher oppressed masses and
classes, which laid a strong basis for launching innumerablc strlrggles on
various issues and for the revolutionary movement.

Exploited and oppressed classes wcre m,bilized agai.st feudalisrn in
the villages and against capitalist exploitation in rowns ancl cities. There
was a conscious and planned effort to fbcus rvork among the basic classes

belonging to Dalits and other oppressed casres. -fhis laicl the trasis for
strong agraian revolutionary movemeflr. Apart from taking up ;reople,s
issues l-ike abolition of bonded labour, hike in the rvages of rhe labourers
and bonded labotrrers, return of the moncy the landlords seizcd and agrztjr.n
revolutionary issues like the seizure of wastelands and govemment lands,
seizure of the landlord's lands; social iss,es liker untoucl.ra.bility-, caste



discrimination, atrocities on the Dalits were also taken up. Thus, unity

among the Dalit-backward caste s and the poor and the middle class people

of the upper castes could be achievec{. Revolutionary movement mobilized

and organized the people belonging to Dalit and other backward castes

politic'ally and in the process took up many struggles to destroy the upper

caste chauvinism, social, pcllitical, economic and cultural domination of
the upper caste feudal forces and could instill self-confidence in the

oppressed castes. Depending on the streflgth of the movement in areas

where the Party worked, abursing in the name of caste, addressing the Dalit
masses in an insulting and humiliating manner were almost totally or to a

large extent stoppecl.

Consciclusness that caste should be annihilated struck roots in the

mass organizations to varying degrees, and therefote thousands of activists

had inter-caste marriages. Because of the support of the revolutionary

movement to these marriages, the so called 'honour killings' (upper-caste

chauvinistic murders) were never heard of. This effort was carried on both

in the rural as rvell as urban ateas. The literature and various art forms and

songs have captLrred these changes and transformation in various ways.

Conscious etforts rvete made to bring the poor and the middle classes

of the Dalit-backward castes into leadership positions in not only the

agricultural labourer organisations/ Kranikari Kisan Committees but also

in the yourth, women and ctrltural organisations and to attain recognition

for them among the people. In the urban mass organisations also, leadership

from similar castes was developed. The upper castes too inevitably had to

accept the political role this leadership had in the village affairs. Thus,

gradually the unity among the poor and the middle classes developed and

the democratic struggle for the annihilation of caste built up.

Many strr-rggles u/ere taken up against the class exploitation, oppression

and dornination by the landlord and other oppressive forces and against

social untouchability, atrocities, suppression and physical attacks in the

rural areas of many states in the country. !flhen the feudal upper caste

chauvinist forces massacrecl Dalits in Bihar and Andhra Pradesh,

tevolutionary party and mass r:rganisations stood very firmly on behalf of
the victims and took r,rp large-scale propaganda and protest activities
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exposing these cruelties. The guerilla forces of the party rvipecl onr such
reactiollary forces in places like Senari, Dalel Chai<-I3hagoura and
I{ararnchedu. In Bihar, starting frorn the end of the 1970s until 2010s,
t-eudal upper caste forces formed their own private armies like Brzrhrnarshi
Sena, Bhoomi Sena, Savarna Liberation Front, Sunlight Sena, Ranaveer
Sena ancl other such armies with the supporr of the political par:ties and
the state-administration. These private armics resorted to rncdieval-type
massacres and numerous atrocities on I)alits and other oppressecl castes

and classes with the objective of eliminating the tevolrtionary mor',emenl
Many Dalit leaders and parties ori the one hand crittcize thatg0o/o of

the judiciary is filled up by those belonging to the uppe r casrcs, thus blaming
the judiciary for the poor conviction rate in such caste massac_res. But at
the same time, the Dalit movements have illusions regarding parliamentary
dernocracy and Lrmit themselves only to legal struggles without rnobilizing
the Dalits into militant struggles, even though ir.r zrlmosr nll thc cases of
massacres, the perpetrators are left scot f-ree by the jucliciary at onc or the
other level. on the other hand, apart from rnobilizing thc irt-fectecl secrions
iu vari.us legal struggles, revolutionary movement went beyo.d that and
mobilized them into people's arrned squads and physically defeated and
smashcd these private armies.

Without Sving due recognition to all the above-described struggles
and the inherent caste annihilation nature of tlrese strug.gles, some
constantly criicize the revolutionary movement that ir is liraited only to
economic struggles, and does not bother about the caste question. One
can see the fallacy of the argument if one sincerely consi<lers the above
described practice.

This period also saw ,n. .^,. lrestion addressed theorctically in a

more colnprehensive manner.

This question was debated in the Agrarian Revolurion' document
(1979) of the then People's lVar party.

'N7hy shouldn't one consider the coflrradiction betureen thc l)alits
and the upper castes as the principal contradiction and carry out thc agrarian
revolution based on that formulation?' This questir)l1 \\/rs priscd and



answered in the docurment. Though 90oh of the power is concentrated in

the hands of the upper castes, not all those belonging to the upper castes

wield porver. Moreover, more than half of the upper caste people are

neither landlords nor the big bourgeoisie. So if the contradiction between

the upper: castes and the Dalits is considered as the principal contradiction,

then what about these masses? C)n the other hand, though 95oh of the

Dalits ancl 75oio of the backward caste people do not possess afly means

of prodr.rction and can be mr:bilized into the tevolution, there is a section,

albeit small, which has clawecl its way up into the oPpressor class. In many

states, some landlords and ricl'r peasantry and the capitalists belonging to

the OBCs have formed state governments and are wielding considerable

clout er,-en in the Centre, rvhich means that there are sections belonging to

the exploiting classes evefl arnong the castes that are exploited. Therefore,

it would be wrong to propose the conttadiction in the above manner.

Thus, the document discussed the relation between class and caste.

Radical Students Movement was very clear from the beginning about

the stand to be adopted towards reservations. \J(/hen anti-reservation

movement broke out in Gujarat in 1981, RSU firmly supported the

(eservations, even while exposing its limitations. It did not reject the

reservations on the basis that they are merely reforms.

People's War party had sent a solidarity message to the second R\al-

conference in l979.In its call to the youth, the party explained as to how

the youth should understand the caste question.

"Comrades! Our countfy cornprises of many nationalities, religions

and also castes. . . . . .All the castes of Andhra Pradesh can be divided into

two categories. The castes that possess land and wield power over the

rural rnasses belong to one category. Most of the landlords bel<lng to this

category of castes. The second category of castes does not possess any

land or possesses only meagre land and are mainly dependent on agricultural

work For their livelihood. Dalits and most backward castes belong to this

categofy.

Therefore, the castes can be broadly divided into those of landlords

and peasants and those of- agricultural workers. Population-wise those

belonging to the agricultural worker castes are far more numerous.
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Therefore, without mobilizing the youth belonging ro thesc casres, aparr
from the youth of the peasant castes, and imparting them with rer.olutionary
consciousness, new democratic revolution can never be successful. without
this, united front of all the rural exploired classes against fer.rclalism can
never be built.

'fhe issue of Flarijans among the agricultural workers is not or.rly the
main issue but also a special issue. Thcy are facing not onlv econonic
exploitation, but are facing social and cuhrral oppression in many torms.
Not a day passes without one or another atrocity on rhe I-Iari jans. . ..

Youth orgarizaions have to mobilize the youth of all castes to r:esist

the atrocities perpetuated by the landlord secrjons on the Harijans. The
youth belonging to rhe upper castes can ftrlfill rhis task or.rly r.vhen they de-
castify themselves and get rid of their upper c,rsre arrogarlce. By rnobilizing
the youth belonging to all the castes in the youth organization, the
conspiracy of the landlords to divide rhe oppressed class people to
perpetlrate their hegemony over the villages can be defbatecl. 'IhuLs, the
youth organizatton should actas a lever ro the united fronr of rhe rural
oppressed masses against feudalism. onlv then you can play dre recilrisite
role in rnobilizing the youth for new democratic revolution in <xrr co,nry
that comprises of vast number of castes."

Discussion and debate ,rurr.o lllrrdhra pradesh in the late 80s about
the theory and practice of the revolutionary parties vis-ii-r.is the caste
question. This debate grew further in the 90s and continues tr.r this day.

The Dalit movement that started in the mid-80s raised some ne.rv quesLions,
considerable increase of the middle class and intellectuals arnong the Dalits
by the 80s acted as a catalyst for this. Almost at the sarne time, the r:ise of
post-modernist theory in the western world denouncing the cornrrrunist
ideology also gave an impetus ro this.

The main cdticisms which this debate raised are:
* that communists including the Naxalites Jrave ,eglectecl the caste

question;
x that they have clubbed together class and castc ancl have

postpofled the struggle against rhe casre system by sayinu rhat



caste can be eliminatecl only if the system changes;

x that while the Dalits and Bahujafls are gettiflg killed in the

revolutionnry movement, the leadership is concentrated in the

hands of those hailing from the upper castes.

Any revolutionary party that sincerely adopts mass line has to address

any genuine questions raised by any section of the society - be it the

feminists or the Da-lits or somebody else. The positive aspects of the critique

have ro be adopted even while analyzingand announcing its stand from a

Marxist perspective. Therefore, the questions raised by the Dalit and

Bahujan intellectuals inspired the revolutionary parties to deeply study the

caste qurestion ancl develop a comprehensive understanding to devise

programmes f<rr annihilation of caste.

The then People'.s War and the Party Unity parties released documents

about their perspective on caste question. They also took up programmes

to condtrct classes for the rank zrnd fiIe to better their understanding on

the question. They also built special organizational structures and

orgatizatic;ns to ilddress the caste question.
'I'lre Maoist Parry which was formed in 2004, by the merger of

People's War and the Maoist Cotnmunist Centfe of India, also released its

perspective document on the caste question a few years back. It
incorporated its understanding about the caste question and the caste

annihilation pfogramme as an inherent part of the paty's basic documents

- the stf2tregy nnd tactics zrnd the pafty pfogramme. How to fight the caste

even in the post-revolutionary society was also made an integtal paft of
these basic documents.

Some Important aspects of these documents:
* "l'he f'eudalism that has dominated Indian sociery for thousands

c,rf years is rigid caste-based feudalism that was built on a

Brnhmanical ideology.
* This pernicious caste system was of enormous value to extfact

large surplus from the oppressed, particulady the so-called

outcastes, who were pushed to a slave-like condition. €"ty
I?rogram, Page 1)

x 'I'he (laste system is not only a super-structural phenomenon but
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also a part of the economic lrase.
x Caste oppression and Brahmanism are inextr:icably interwoven

with the existing semi-feudal, semi-colonial system in the country.
For this reason, the destruction of the caste system, including the

eradication of untouchability, combined u,ith a strugglc against

all manifestations of Brahmanism. is a necessary part of the New
Democratic Revolution (NDR) in the countr1,.

* Though the Dalit question is in essence a class cluesti()n. the Party

should lead the struggle against caste oppression of- Daiits and

other backward castes as a part of New Democratic Revolution
(NDR) and fight for their equal place in all spheres of social life
by fighting all forms of caste cliscriminatior.r and oppression,
towards abolishing the caste systern. (Party Program, Paue 9)

x The Party must fight for equal rights, reserr.ations and othe r special

privileges for Dalits and other backward castes. 'lhcsc should be

considered as an integral part of rhe struggle for dernocracy.
* The petty bourgeois Dalit sections in certain states havc f-ormed

exclusive organizaions of Dalits ancl are organising movements
on some issues related to their problems. 'fher Partv shoulcl work
joindy with these organizations on these issues whilc at the same

time conducting ideological ancl political debatc u,ith them on
their orientation towards reforrnist solutions to eraclicat.cr caste,

such as conversion and teservations ctc.
x Caste-based Feudalism and Compraclor Bureaucrzrtic Capitalisrn

and Imperialism that are working ils the bulwark for the caste

system should be smashed by successfully cornpleting New
Democratic Revolution and objective conditions for rhe caste

annihilation should be createcl.
x Eliminate Brahmanical, casteist, feudal, irnperialist cultr-rre and

establish genuine democratic and socialist culture that does not
give way to untouchability and caste oppression and discrimination.

There is an important resolution passed in the F'irst LJnity Congress

of the Maoist Party regardrng some otganisational steps to bc taken to
promote leadership from among the l)alits, Adivasis ancl other oppressed

castes and minorities.



The Congress recogflized the need to put in special efforts to increase

the tole of the comrades hailing from proletarian background, from socially

oppressecl and backward sections, especially those coming from basic

classes, at all ler.els of the partv.

1. Party should put in special effort to increase recruitment from
wcrrkers and other exploited sections Q)alits, W'omen and Adivasis)

into the ranks of the party.

2. Parq should strive to increase the role of those coming from
rvorking class background nnd other exploited sections, especially

hailing f-rom basic classes in all leadership positions of the party
and all forurns of the party like party conferences, congress etc.

3. lt is the policv of the party that when comrades have equal abilities

in all aspects, then those from working class background should

be given preference in promotion related aspects. It shall follow
thc sarne poJicy with regard to comrades hailing from Dalit, Adivasi

background and wermen. This should be especially followed with
regard to those coming from basic classes.

4. Party shall take up special measures in education and training to

overcome the shortcomings that may be present in Dalit, Adivasi

ancl women comrades owing to the discrimination and oppression

they f2ss in the sociery. \Vith special measures, comrades hailing

from these sections can develop capabilities to performleadetship
role in the party. Central Committee and the state committees

should plan for such special education and training programmes

to develop these comrades to speedily enter into leadership

P.sitions' 
rxr<

In the light of the above theoretical formulations, the criticism that

" ...... rhis theoretical position (of the Maoists) ...... forecloses the

possibiJity of conceptualizingcaste as the histodcal particularity of Indian

society and ade<luately addr:essing it in ptactice" [K. Srinivasulu. Economic

& Political Weekl1,, May 27,2017 vciLLI no 211'PP 47-54 is not correct.

One criticisrn, which is frequently raised, is that while the Dalits,

Adivasis, and Bahujans are shedding their blood in the tevolutionary
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movernent, the upper caste people are occupying the leading positions of
the party.

Emancipation demands mote sacrifices frorn those classes or sections

that flght for it. Therefore, it is but natural rhar u.hen Dalits, Adi'asis and
Bahujans hailing from the exploited sccrions are fighting for their
emancipation, their sacrifice of lives will be more. But ro answer thr: above

question with any semblance of honest1,, onc has to pose tl-re qr-restion if
the state has spared any revolutionaries just because they belonEed to upper
castes. The state did not spare any body right frcxn Charu N{ajr:mdar to
Kishenji or Azad, all of who belong to the upper casres.

Even from among those belon€lrrg to the rnass organisations, the
state, through vigilante gangs, cruelly murdered Mannent Prasacl hailing
from Dalit background. It did not spare Dr.. Ramanatharn, Purushottam
or Ganti Prasadam just because they hailed frorn Rrahmin caste. Even
while arresting democratic rights activists, it clid not differentiatc between
Sudheer Dhavale and Surendra GadLing, Sagar and others hrriling Iioni
Dalit background and Yaravara Rao, Sr-rdha Ilhatadvaj and Slrcrna Sen
hailing from Brahmin background. Nor did it spare Vemon Gonsalves,
Arun Fereira, Rona lTilson and Stan Swan-ry who are ftom Chrisrian
background, The state and the ruling classes have clarity u,ith regard to
their enemies. It is a tragedy that some of the .scholars do r.ror have such
clariqr.

However, let us also see the changes occurring in the caster cr>mposition
of the leadership of the revolutionary party.

Revolutionary Movement and ,rlli-.ro"rrhip from the oppressed
Castes:

Most of those who were elected to the central committei.: in the first
corlgress of CPI (ML) belonged class wise to petti bourseoisie irncl casre

v/ise to upper castes. The same type of composition prerrailed in various
state committees and lower committees as well. Rer.olutiona y movement
was builtwith the conscious effort to build leadership from the basic classes,

Hence, over a period of time, during the course of class struggles, those
who hail f-rom oppressed castes gradually came intc.r leading positions in



both the mass organisations ancl the party committees. Sons and daughters

of the soil and as Gramsci had put it, organic intellectuals (railing from all

caste backgrournds, but especially from the oppressed castes) gradually
assumed leadership roles and the process is continuing.

l-,et us see the facts, a bit more concretely.

In the People's \il/ar party, it was I(G. Satyamurthy (S\4), who was

the top leacler after Kondapally Seethaaramuah (KS). He was admired not
only as a topr ranking party leader but also as an excellent poet, providing a

great inspiration for revolutionary writers, artists and students. He hailed

from I)alit Christian background. He became general secretary of the party

after the arrest of I(S and functioned in that capacity for a few years.

Before he left the party because of some ideological and organisational

issues, he u,as a leader admited by the whole rank and file of the party and

mass organisations. The case of SM is well known in the revolutionaty
camp throughout India. But there is another lesser known top leader who
hailed from a Dalit background.

After the initial setback of the Naxalbari movement throughout the

countl:)i ir:cluding Andhta Ptadesh, the AP state committee reorganized

revolutionary movemeflt in Telangana. The North Telangana Regional

Conference helcl in 1974 has a key historic role in this rebuilding of the

movement. A three member regional committee was elected in that
conference. In the pre-emelgency period, it was the most crucial leading

comnrittee next only to the state committee. Ganapati, who later became

tlre general secretary and led the party fot 25 years,was only a member of
this comrnittee, rvhile the secretary of that committee was Dr. I(olluri
Chitanjeevi (who passed avr'ay on 8s March 2021). He hailed from Dalit
backgnrund. I{e was however arrested within a shott period after he was

elected as the general secretaty and did not continue in the revolutionary
movement after his release. So, right in the initial years of the People's \Var

party (althoLrgh the name Peoplet NV'ar was adopted only in 1980) two of
its most important top leaders were Dalits.

Later, hundreds of leaders who emerged as the leaders of the

revolutionary movemeflt during the course of its gtowth were from the

oppressecl castes and classes. They emerged as very dear leaders of the
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oppressed masses. They areinnumerablc in number. Dev l{urnar singh, a

polit bureau member; Seelam Naresh. Rajarnauli anci cha,dramauli,
Ramanna central committee members; Puli Anjanna and Nradhar,-, secrctaries
of AP state comrnittee and dozens of state committee ler.el leaclcts like
Venkataswamy, Ailanna, Reddappa, Mahendar rvere from thc oppressed
Backward castes. Gajjela Gangaram, -[annu 

(Jhinnaalu, I)edcli Shankar,
Rameshwar, Haribhushan, Kairi Gangaram, Diwakar, Rarnesi.r tr.m Dalit
backgrounds were very dear mass leaders and rvere district. regior-ral and
state level partyleaders. There are also manywornen ieaders, like Nyalakonda
Rajita, Laxmi (Mahita), Ganjhu Urmila, Ajita,'firupati lladrna. Fllla,ki
Aruna, from oppressed caste backgrouncls. Some of them became state
level party leaders and some were on the verge r.,l' becorning erected as the
state level committee members. If they had not Iost their liv<--s in fake or
real encounters, many amoflg them would have risen to higher: levels of
leadership. (Here, we have given the names of only a very fer,,i We have
also not given the names of those who are alive though many of, them are
in higher leadership committees including polit-bureiru and central
committee).

It is the revolutionaty movement, which has prciduced trrese .xcellent
leaders, In Bihar, except those who initially went rherc frorn Bcngal to
begin revolutionary movement, 90oh of those who emergecl as leaders
belong to backward castes, Dalits and Adir.asis. overwhelming rnajoriry
of even those who became polit-bureau rnerntrers and central committee
members hail fiom OBCs, Dalits and Adivasis.

Even though persons from all casre backgrou,ds have leci the mass
organisations in AP and relangana, majority of them were frorn oppressed
caste backgrounds. For example- among the 15 students who rvere elected
as presidents and secretaries in the ten conferences of RSLJ held benveen
1975 and 1993, while 7 hailed from upper caste backgrorncl, 8 *.,ere lirom
oBC and Dalit backgrounds. In the sec.'d and third conferc.ces itself, a

comrade from Dalit backgroundwas elected its secr:etary. In case of Radical
Youth League, in the first three confere'ces a cornrade fr.*r l)alit
background was elected as its presidenr. A comrade hailing from f)alit
background was elected as the president of Aericult,rar w.rkcrs and



Peasants i\ssociation in all the three conferences held. All the secretaries

elected hailed from OBC background.

Conscious efforts were made to bring the poor and the middle classes

of the Dalit and backward castes to take up leadership in the youth, women

and cultural organisations and to achieve recognition for them among the

people. Similady, Dalit and backr.vard caste leadership in the urban mass

organisations also developed. \X/ith the result, we can see that the caste

composition of the leadership of even progressive and revolutionary
intellectuals' associations has gradually undergone changes. More and more

people from OBC and Dalit backgrounds are now leading these

organisations. In soure organisations, the entire leadership hails from these

backgrounds. Majority of the leadership of women's organisations formed

with the inspiration of revolutionirry movement comprise of those hailing

from backward castes and I)alits.
If rve look at the caste coraposition of the leadership today, the

secretaries of T elangana, l)andakaranya, Andhra-Odisha Border committee,

Jharkhancl SpecialArea Committee, Bihar SpecialArea Committee are from

Dalit, Adivasi and Backward caste background. These committees are the

most important committees in the revolutionary movemelrt.

I(uppn Swrmy (Yogesh), who was killed along with Aiita in a fake

encounter in 2016 in Kerala, w2rs central committee membet and the

secretary of the bureau that was leading the revolutionary movement in
the three southern states. He hailed from a Dalit Christian faml|y. Another

person frorn Dalit backglound was a polit-bureau member at the time of
the formati<in of the Maoist party in 2004.He was subsequendy arrested.

Milind Teltumbcle, who was killed in an encounter 'tn2021.,was the secretary

of Maharashtr:a-Madhya Pradesh-Chhattisgarh state committee secretary

and Central Committee Member'. He hailed ftom a Dalit coal miner's family.

Harihhushan, who succumbed to Corona, atarelatively young age was the
'felangana state committee secretary and Central committee member. He
hailed frorn Adivasi background. Katakam Sudarshan, who passed a"vay in
2023 dve to heart attack rvas one of the tallest leaders of the Maoist

movement and rr senior Polit Bur:eau membet. He hailed ftom a backward

caste working class thmily.

64 Caste and Revolution N. Ravi 65

90oh of those elected to the central cornttittec of the first congress
of CPI(ML) in 1970 comprised of those corning from upper castes.

FIowever, by the time of formation of the Maoist partv i, 2004, rvhile
49oh had upper caste background, 51%r belonged to the backrvarcJ casre,

Dalit, Adivasi and religious minority backgrounds. By 2016, after rnany
arrests and fake encounter killings of the central committee n-rernbers in
more than twelve years, and the election <.rf nerv mernbers in ro the
comrrfttee, the percentage of the fcrrmer has come dorvn ro 319- while
the percentage of the latter rose to 69oio. It is not an exaggerrti.n to say

that no other party has such alarge number of persons from r,rp;lressed

castes in the central leadership, except in s<,rme regional family based or
caste-based parties.

According to the press statement releasecl by the Nlaoist party which
appeared in several newspapers last year, there rvas a leadership change in
the Maoist party. As per the statemenr, Namballa I{esava Rao took up
responsibiJity as the general secretary of the parry rvhile T'ippiri -Ilrupati

became the chief of central military commission. while the former hails
from an officially oBC background, the latter is trom a Dalit background.

How could this transformation take place turcler the leraclership of
those 90%o who came from upper caste background? [t is beczruse they
\r/ere true communists. They dreamt of a class-less and qrste*less society
and de-classified and de-castified themselves in rhe course of revolutionary
movement and dedicated their lives to thc pursuance of that drearn"

The allegation that there is caste cliscrirninar.io. r.vhilc elccting
leadership is thus baseless, fallacions and unfoundeci. when can onc allege
that there is such discrimination? If a persolr is denied elecricrn in spite of
having more or less similar duration of revolurior:rary llf-e, political and
ideological knowledge and the ability to leacl the moveme,t conrpared to a
person elected, then one cafl say that there is discriminaticln. Ilut there is
actually not a single instance of such disr--tirnination.

There are no reservations to the leaclership positior:rs in the
revolutionary movement. But due to collstant effbts to clevelop leaclership
from not only basic classes but from the opptessecl castes l.rv taking up
special training programmes, by adopting positivc discrirnirratir,rn cluring
promotions to the leading positions, this change has been possible.



One great achievement of the revolutionary movement is that the

oppressed people of the Dalit and backward castes and Adivasis trained in
class struggle increasingly gained leadetship positions not only in the village-

level Mass ()rganisations, Revolutionary People's Committees, People's

Uberation Cluerilla Army but a"lso at the state and the central level party
committees.

Another great achievement is the political mobilization and

consolidation of the poor people of the Dalit and other backwards castes

and also the poor and the middle classes of the upper castes through
armed agrarian tevolutionary movement in the vast rudarcas of the Indian

society, that fought feudalism and upper caste chauvioism for a long time,

shook its ioundation and the Brahmanical upper caste values based on it
and brought iorth a new perspective and a new path of struggle for the

permanent solution of this problem.

The achievements in both the theory and practice are not final. There

may yet be a lot to make amends for, theoretically and in practice. The
revolutionary movemerrt is learning through its ov/n experiences and from
all other movements, rectifyhg its mistakes and sharpening both its ideology

as well as the practice. The main aim of this article is to establish that this

is an ongoing process and the revolutionaries are flot averse to making

amends. This process can be f-urther imptoved if all those who would like

to wage rr unitecl fight tbr caste annih-ilation contribute positively to it.
(Sotrrces tbr this article: My conversations with many Maoist leaders

and cadre during my seven and a half years of incarceration; Many FIRs

and Charge sheets of the cases right from the Parvatheeputam conspiracy

case to Rheemn-I(oregaon case; Names of the leaders mentioned in these

case files and the press statements by the police announcing bounties on

the heads of Maoist leaders as per their ranks; Internet; Documents that
were available in the site Bannedthought.net before it was blocked by the

Indian government.)
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Constitutionalism: A Marxist Cr.itique

currendy, various debates are going on abor-rt the constitrtion in
India.

These can be broadly divided into three types.
One, the attempts of the Sangh partvar a'd the BJp to change the

basic structure of the current constitution to rewrite it wi th L[anamtlvalues
and to replace the federal system with a unitarv one.

Two - the argument of many liberal secularists, (-onsriruti..alisrs,
Democrats and Ambedkarites calling for the preserrrratio. c.,f the
Constitrtion to thwart these efforts by the li.fp, Some alnong trrern are
interested in not only protecting the cr:nstirtrtional rights but also in
preserving the constitution as it is becausc Arnbecikar is its iruthor.

Third - the cridque of the constitution by the Nfarxist re'olurionaries.
Many of todayt constitutional rights fbuncl thcir place in rhe (,snstitution
because of many struggles waged by the people. Therefbre, t]re people
have to trght to protect these rights. Tcr th^t extenr. Marxisr rcvolud.naries
would agree with the constitutionalists, Howcvcr, as pcrr thc Nfarxist
understanding, the present State and the c.nstit,tion basicallv serve the
ruli.g classes which are comprador big bourgeoisie and the lancllor<_l classes.
Therefore, as per this understanding, this co,stitution ar-rcl the State have
to be srrashed and replaced with proletaria, state and a co,stitution that
protect the interests of the working class ancl other expi.itecl classes and
sections.

People of this coulltry became aware ot dem'cratic a,ri civil rights
due to the freedom struggle against British colonialisrn. clernocratic
revolulions in the sTestern countries, ltr,rssian c)ctober Revolution, anti_
feudal struggles that took place in our colrntrv. and the anti-caste iinc.l anti-
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Brahminical sruggles lecl byAmbedkar, Phule, Periyar and other progressive

forces. Ambedkar and other ptogressive and democratic forces did their

best to encode this awareness in the Constitution in the form of rights.

Many people',s struggles took place even after the Constitution came

into eff-ect. There vrere the Telangana armed peasants struggle against the

Nizam, the Naxalbari struggle that began in L967 and the subsequent

revolutionary movement and various other people's struggles. Many

progressive amendments were made to the Constitution because of these

struggles in the post-Ambedkar period as well. It is the duty of the people

to defend these rights. We have to fight against the attempts of the ruling
parties, especially of the BJP which is in power today, that are trying to
destroy these rights. All progressive forces including the Marxist
revolutionaries should be part of this fight. Even while doing so, there is a

need to refute the approach that puts the Constitution beyond criticism

and argues fcrr solving the problems only within the framework of the

Constitution. There is a need to refute this constitutionalism.

Before going into these matters in some more detail, we have to know

abour constitutionalism and how the State, the Constitution and the

constitutional rights have evolved historically. It is also equally impottant
to delve deeply into the relationship of the class system and class

exploitation with the State and the Constitution.

Constitutionalism:
There are broadly rwo interpretations of constitutionalism.

One is an interptetation from a liberal point of view and the other is

the interpretatior-r from a Marxist point of view.

A Constitution is an official clocument that contains provisions that

determine fhe structlrre of the government and of the country's political

institutions, and thnt sets oLrt regulations and limits for government and

citizens.

Accorcling to l7es tern Liberal constitutionalism, a'constitutional state'

means a governlnent with well defined limits, clear laws and cleady defined

administrative ptocedtrres. There should be functioning legislatures,

executive l:ranch and judicial system that work in a framework as per

prescribed method. If any changes are to be made in the system, that
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should be done peacefully and systematrcally without anv ittrentpr at

violence. There must be rule of law that ensures treedom ancl equality for
all. There should be freedom of thc press and pluralism that gives
opporturuty for anyone to come to po\ver. Liberal constitutional vierrr

involves the separation of powers between different branches of the State.

There are checks and balances to ensure that no branch of- the State

transgresses its authoriry and encroaches upon the authorjty of the other
branches. For example, there is division of powers between the iegislature,

executive and the judiciary and there are rules in the Constitution itself to
ensure that there is separation of powers and that they do r.rot cross their
respective lines. As per this view, the Statc is un-biased towards any scction
of the people. Everyone is equal befbre the Constitution ancl the law In
short, constitutionalism means rule of laur

This is broadly the liberal view of consritutionalism.
As per this view, the capitalist sysrem seetns to provicle f<rr an equal

exchange between the workers and the capitalists, the Constitution applears

to provide equal rights to all and the State seems ro be a class-neutral
institution.

This perspective fails to realize the fact that the basic fi.rnction of the
State and the Constitution is to selve the ruling classes or at rhe ieast it is
indifferent to that fact. It does not take into account the influerlce of the
accumulated wealth, power and prestip;e of the ruling class on politics and
the lack of the same with the poor. On the rvhole d.ris theoty of liberal
constitutionalism does not take into account 'social problerns'.

Some progressive constitutionalists tbcus ntor(: ()n pr.ogressive
interpretation of the Constitution. Their understanding is ttrat the
Constitution is good despite some flar.v-s and the problern is in its
implementation. They do not care abouf the systemic changes necessary

for a true democracy to function.
Marx's understanding of the Constitution:

Throughout his life, Marx examined the subjecr of (lonstitution
theoretically and historically. In'Critique of l-Iegel'.s Theciry of Rights'he
discussed the question of Constitution in detaii. Hc criticrrllv examined
and discussed the constitutions and constitutionirl debates in the conrext



of the French Revolution and the German Revolution . He discussed this

in detail in'lSth Brumaire'.

The constitutional theory developed by Marx is not only political but
also social and socialist in nature. It analyzes the intricacies of the

Constitution not only from an icleological perspective but also from a socio-

economic perspective. It rejects the claim that the Constitution is sacrosanct

because it was written by great leaclers and nation-builders, and it rejects

the restrictions it imposes on futute generations. It invites change and

experimentation as opposecl to treating the Constitution as something

beyond the people. It rejects the concepts that the Constitution is above

ordinary laws or that it binds together the general politics. It proposes that

Constitution is born r:ut of class struggle and compdses of many different
social reladons.

IVIarx'.s critique of the Clonstitution was not just about the separation

of powers in the State, or abourt the struggle over access to the State.

Marx's theorv talks about extending democracy not only to the political
sphere but also to the economic sphere. Marx's theory advocates social

control of'the state and that society should be comprised of 'free and

associated toilers'to overcome the alienation of the people from the State.

Thus, in Marx's view, democracy should be synonyrnous with socialism.

Marx's constitutiollal critique stems from the need and possibility to
establish an alternative to capit'alism.

Marx argues in the'18th Brumaire'that the fundamental contradiction

in modern Constitutions lies in the separation of social and po)itical
emancipation. 'On the one hand the French Constitution reinforces a class-

based social system (a system in which workers are dependent on capital

and expioitative wage labour) and on the other hand it gives all citizens the

right to vote. It grants political emancipation on the one hand, but hinders

social emancipation. This creates a contradiction. On the one hand it
perpetuates the socinl enslavement of the workers, peasants and petty-

bourgeoisie classes. C)n the other hand, it places political power in the

hands of those classes through universal suffrage. It allows the old social

power to cofltiflue in the hands of the bourgeoisie. At the same time it
removes the political guarantee of that power. This means that the capitalist
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class does flot rule as a State of its own and is responsible for opcrating
within certain democratic constraints. It restricts the u,orking class ftorn
rroving forward fiom political freedom tc.r social ernancipatit.,n. Thzrt means

they can exercise their right ro vore and participatc in elections. but they
should not ask for their economic and social cquality, and shouid not {ight
for it.

The capitalist class may continue thc old social oppression but there
ate restrictions on that class from moving towzlrds the old fbnn of poJitical
power (such as power in a monarchy). This means that exploiration of
labor and exploitation of surplus value can continue, Lrut not tbr endless
political power, as in monarchies and feudalisrn. A 'derlocracy, should
function within certain Iimits imposed nn political power anri not the
unlirnited political powers of old.

A Constitution that establishes a parliamentary democracg by
protecring the right to private property and by many othcr factors, restricts
the political power of the people to fundamentally change thc sociirl order.
Democracy and constitution came into being through political revolurion
but it was an incomplete revolution. It prevents societv frorn bec.ming
more democratic. It seeks to deprive workers, pe2rsants, ancl the petty-
bourgeoisie of the po\r/er to change society by clemocratizing the eco,omy.
In other words, it stabilizes a socio-political system and prevents the people
frorrr further deepening of political democracy and prevcnts rhe
continuation of the revolution'.

Marx says that what modern dernocracy is doing is to portray rhe
State as something beyond the people and as a political insrr,rnenr beyond
material wealth. For example in a feudai socicty, the lnndlords wield the
politrcal power. \X/ealth also belonged to the lancllord or the king. But in a

modern State, everybody has equal politicai dghts; and apparenrly r|.,.5ru,.
is independent of wealth. But in reality, the rvezrith that inf}:ences that
political right belongs to a few. Even if the Statc is uscd ro increasc that
wealth, it is also done in the name of democracy. People also see that this
is happerung. But the relationship berween changing dre srarus cluo and
changing the system of production is masked by Constitr_rtion and
democracy.
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Modern Constitutions treat all citizens as a homogeneous group. But

it does not take into account class differences and other differences between

them. It proclaims the noble valure that all ate equal before the law. Aftet
mtrch struggle it takes into account certain types of differences - for example

caste differences, tribal-non-tribal differences only for certain Limited

purposes. Class differences are not taken into consideration. It does not

take into account the relationship between these differences and the political

power and other rights. Even the judiciary does not care about the existence

of social classes. Liberal constitutionalism closes its eyes and does not
concerfl itself rvith horv all these zrre engendering the reptoduction of
these class, cilste and other differences.

Tb further understand this Marxist understanding of the Constitution,

one must knov; even if only briefly, the origin and history of the State and

Constitutions. Only then, we can understand the Marxist approach to

constitutionalism.

Origin of The State - Class Exploitation:
trngels explains that, historically, the State arose at a point when society

had developed the fbtces of production to the exteflt that it had become

entangled in insoluble class antagonisms.

"Burt in order that these antagonisms, classes with conflicting interests,

might not consume tl'rernselves and society in fruidess struggle, it became

necessary to have a power seemingly standing above society that wourld

alleviate the conflict and keep it within the bounds of 'ordet'; and this

power, arisen out of society but placing itself above it, and alienating itself
more and more tiom it, is the State".

The tool used by the State to establish that 'peace'in the society is

the 'armed forces'. Courts , prisons, army are all patt of it. In other rvords,

although it may appe r dit-ferent on the surface, the power of the State is

not class-neutral. It is a tool wielded by the propertied class to oppress the

property-less class.

Rut it is not possible to keep the people down by force and force

alone. So, in adclition to that, laws and Constitutions (and other aspects

Iike organisecl religion, literature, caste) came into existence. All the hitherto

formed States have become stronger than the previous versions of it. The

72 Caste and Revolution N. Ravi 73

modern State is the strongest of all. The (lonstitution is the beautiful shield

that covers the real nature of this State. It is only embellished r<-r cover its
tfue natufe.

Since its inception, the State has fcrllowed a ser of rules, though they
varied depending on the then prevailing system. But all the lau,s and rules

that preceded the emergence of a modern democratic State werc' full of
inequities. For instance, the laws and customs for slaves wete diffi:rent
from those for the slave owners. 'fhe lau,'s fbr landlorcls urere clift-erent

from those for serfs and peasants.

!7e have caste based feudalism in orlr countq/ and therefore there are

different sets of rules for Brahmins, I{sl-ratriyas, Vaishyas, Shr-rdras and

Dalits. Rules for women are also different - that too caste-rnis e. I anrashrarurt

dltarmawrth inherent inequalities is the source oi all laws and regularions.

The concept of equal political power for all people was }:t.rrn in tl-re course

of struggle for bourgeois democratic rule witl-r the advent of cnpitalism.

The concept of democracy, which existed in the tribal societies befbre the

class differentiation was fully established in them. sprung up agirin during
the period of bourgeois democracy. It is this that led to the birth of modern
Constitutions. These Constitutions granted equal political rights such as

universal franchise and some social rights. Thesc Constitutions also put
some restrictions on the powers of the rulers.

Social and political background behind the development of this
concept of equal rights:

In the process of social evolution, rhe production of corlmodities
gradually increased in feudal societies. If the proclucers <;f tl.rose

commodities warrt to sell them, they have to be the legal or.vncrs of the

commodities they have produced. There shotilcl nor be any cJominance of
the landlords. In feudal societies and rnonarchies, the rules and laws are

imposed by the landlords. Moreover, these vary frorn r:egion to r:egion.

Thetefote, the landlords in Europe used tc-r make announcernents saying

'we will protect your business and we wiil provide irrmecl protection in the

trade routes to and from the trading cities'in order to itrcrease thc ttade in
their respective states. Traders themselves aiso employed theit on,n forces.

But in such a situation, whoever has more sffeflsth anc'l pow.er will have



dre upper hand. That means there will be an unequal situation. Equal
exchange of goods is not possible. If there is no equal exchange of goods,

there will be disruption in the circulation and the production of
commodities. This is not an acceptable situation for capitalists/commodity
producers. Flence a principle, a rule, a slogan of equality between
commodiry producers/capitalists was borfl. The concept of equality is

thus born from the concept of freedom of trade. This is the economic
reason tbr the introduction of the concept of equality in modern States

and Constittrtions. The capitalists propagated ideas of various rights and

egalitarianism to mobi.lize the masses, including the peasantry, to fight
against f-eudal-ism. This is the political reason behind the concept of equality.

It is for these economic and pcllitical reasons that the concept of equality
has entered modern States and Constitutions.

Bourgeois democracy came into existence as feudalism was
overthrown and the capitalist class came to power. This led to the written
Constitutions in almost all modern democracies except Britain.

There is a contradiction in all these Constitutions. No Constitution
of an1, capitalist coufltry provides tbr economic equality. They gave only
political equality. Marx explores this contradiction in his analysis of the
French Constitution. 'On the one hand there are severe social and

economical inequal-ities and on the other hand everyone has equal political
rights according to the Constitution. This is a contradiction. Apart from
that, capitalists have extensive financial resoufces and wealth. But the

Constituticin imposes certain restrictions and regulations on their political
powers. This is another cont.radiction. These two contradictions lead to a
crisis'- says Marx.

'f'he basic role of the State has always been the same, whether it be

the State o{' slave system of holding (or the first State of the Magadha

Empire in clur cnuntry) or the feudal State or'modern democratic State.'It
has always Lleen an instrument to keep the workers under control and
facilitate the exploitation oi' surplus labor. Constitutions also perform the
same furnction. Constitutions are only a tool in the hands of the ruling
classes in fulfilling this duty. Neutrality between the rulers and the ruled is
an illusion er.en in the case o1'the modern Constitutions. The Constitution
of India is oo exception.
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Nloreover, these constitutions and modern bourgeois c'lcm,cratic
States came into existence only after several centuries of- bloodl, ancl violent
struggle. None of them came into existcnce throllgh non-violenr and
peaceful struggles. The history of the elnergence of Ccxrstitutions and
democratic States of Britain, France, Germany, America ancl othcr countries
is a history of bloody struggle.

l7ithout understanding this nature and history, the Co.srjtution is
generally accorded a sacred and superior position. It is a con-rmon norion
that the constitutions should not be changed because the founders and
great leaders of the nation or freedorn fighters have drafted ir. 'r"he ar$rment
that the constitution is sacred and unalterable, is by itself unclcmocratic.
As Thomas Jefferson said 'laws/constirurions are of living rnen, nor of
dead men'. So even const-itutions are b.u,d by limitations o[ tirne and
space. It is but natural that the constitutions undergo many changes
depending on the strength of the class forces existing in drar partiurlar
society at any given tirne. It is unnatural if this does not happcr-r.

When power is concentrated in the hands o[ reacticxrary forces. we
see violations of constitutional rights by all the institutions. including the
judiciary, under the very guise of democracy even rvhile chanting about
the sanctity of the Constitution.

Men in power have created 1sligie11 to be above rhe humans. Simitarly,
it is propagated that the constitution is above all other laws and beyond
any changes. However, <iust 

as it is not religion that cteates man but man
who creates 1sligi6n, so it is not the constitr-rtion tllat cr-eatcs the people
but the people who create the Constitution.'

Separation of powers among the legisinture, thc executi\.e, ir,cl the
judiciary is one of the cardinal principles of tJre rnoclern constitutions.
Liberal constitutionalism says that these three organs of rhe state work
independendy of each other and mutually impose some limits 'n each
other and maintain balance to prevent centralization and abusc oi power.
This argument masks the repressive flature of the cnnstitution ancl hides
the fact that it is a tool in the hands of the ruling classes. Althoush there is
an apparent separation of powers, the lact that the wealth olt the ruling
class influences them behind the scenes is kept hidden.



Marxists need to expose this essence.

Marx nlso criticizes holding judiciary above criticism and making it
highly impossible to remove judges from high judicial positions. A legal

system closely tied to the exploitative system tends to interpret the

Constitutjon in a wav that maintains the status quo and prevents any change.

There is nothing people can do about it. A hallmark of modern
Constitutional systems is the existe.nce of such a judicial system opposed

to the majoriq, of the people.

z\n inclependent judiciary is only a fantasy. This legal system opposes

any social control over it and prevents the State from becoming more

democratic. For the judiciary to be accountable to the people, Marx

proposes that judges should be elected like other public servants, held

accountable for their iudgments, and methods should be in place for their

removal by the people.

By c<lncealing the class nature of the courts, they are constandy hailed

as sacred institutjons that uphold iustice andDbarma. But, in the past seventy

five years, the courts have mainly upheld the intetests of the ruling classes

and the dominant castes with only a few exceptions.
\When the Patliament made a law abolishing privy purses, the Supreme

Court struck dorvn the larv saying that it is a violation of the right to
private property. Parliament had to amend the Constitution. Even when

the lancl retbrm laws q/ere enactecl ancl banks wete nationalized, the coLuts

adopted an rnti-people attitude that these laws violated the right to private

properql C)n the other hand, when the ruling classes grab the lands of
farnrers zrnd tribals and make them refugees and when they brazenly violate

the PESA Act ancl the 5th and 6th Schedules of the Patliament, in the

name of SEZs, industries, dams, mines, airports and ports, the courts do

flot p,rss nnv judgments that these ate violations of private property. In all

this, tl"re class nature of the courts is cleady evident. And vre all know what

iudgments have been given in the case of innumerable attacks and massacres

of the L)alits and minorities by the upper castes, Hinduwa organisations

in this c:ountry, acquitting the upper caste perpetrators. The upper casteist

nature of the courts continues to emerge in restricting the reservation up

to 50 percent and providing 10 percent EWS reservation to the upper
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castes. As the BJPt political influence increases. wc alsc.r see rhc courrs
issuing innumerable judgments in favor of Flindutva.

Efforts conrinue to mask the class natllre of the courts bv pretending
that everything is fine and sing paeans of the judicial sysrem u,hen the

courts rarely ever rule against the State or pass iudgrncnts in favor of the
people.

In tecent times, even criticizing the anti-people cir: pro-ruling class

rulings of the courts from a progressive angle is increasingly considered as

contempt of court. The corporate media, on the other hand, gocs to the
extent of poruaying such criticisms as anti-constitutionality and even un-
patriotic treason. Even those who criticize tl-re judgmenrs arc afraid of
contempt of court, adding a rider saying'we have faith in the lndian judicial
system'. We continue to see a situation v-here the criticisrn is r.,erv soft.

The 'rule of law'in imperialist countries also has another linritation.
In almost all the countries of Europe and America, (ionstitutions and
'rule of law' came into force in the 1 Sth and 19th centuries. but they were
limited to those countries only. In the colonies they occupied, thev dici not
rule by law, but by brute force. They ruled the counrries of r\sia, Africa
and South America for three or four centuries in quite an inhuman fashion
with violence and bloodshed and'not by the rulc of law'. All thc ljuropean
countries attacked China in the name of obstructing frec traclc rvhen it
objected to the import of opium, which rvns banned in their orvn counffies.
Those are infarnously known as the Opium V/ars. Such is narure of their
'rule of law'. There is no need to say more about the IJS militaty atacks
today in violation of all international larvs. This clouble standrircl ac{opted

by the imperialist countries towards othel' countries is alst.r scen in the
implementation of the Constitution and laws wrtl-rin their countrics. Forced
opening of the econotny to sell rheir goocls uncler rhe guisc of trade
agreements with other countries and unilateral imposition of sanctions is

also being done in the name of 'rule of lau,'.

Therefore, we need to undefstancl the relationship benveen these

States, Constitutions and the modes of procluction. Ntodern Constiturions
came into existence only with the emergence of the capitalist svsrern. \)fle

should always remember that their primary duty is to protec:t the interests
of capitalists /ruling classes and imperialists"



Constitution of India:
Irr F,urclpean countries, modern Constinrtions came into existence in

the process of overthrowing the Ieudal system and establishing a capitalist

society and a cc,rrresponding bourgeois democratic state. The background

to the origin of Constitution in India is different. British colonialism

weakened after the Second \Wodd War and the British felt it safe to withdraw
frorn here while ptotecting their economic interests in a situation where it
was not pr:ssible to suppress the anti-colonial suuggle going on in our
country. In such circumstances, direct state pov/er was handed over to the

comprador bourgeoisie, rulers of princely states and landlords. Constitution

was wtitten l-rere in that context. Thus, the Constitution was written in the

context of lndia'.s transition fiom a semi-feudal-colonial country to a semi-

colonial-semi-feudal country. Our Constitution has those limitations.
Formation of Constituent Assembly in our country:

Provincial (territorial) elections were held in Jaruary 1.946 to elect the

Constituent Assembly during the peiiod when the British wete still ruling
our country. Not everyone had the right to vote in this election. There rvas

no univet:sal franchise. Only those who own land, pay reflt, 
^re 

educated,

and some $romen had the right to vote. They elected representatives to the

Provincial Assemblies and those representatives elected the members of
the Constjtuent Assembly. 'fhat rneans these were indirect elections.

Constituent Assembly was thus constitLrted with299 members who were

elected by indirect electicln in u,hich only one sixth of India's adults were

voters. In adclition to these, 93 representatives were nominated from the

provinces.'Ihat means they are the representatives of the princely states

who were there without getting elected in any way.
'I'he Constituent Assembly thus formed appointed a Drufting

Committee to cltaft the Constiturtion. Dr. Ambedkar was the chairman of
the drafting cornmittee.

Ambedkar had lost the Bombay provincial election and was elected

from }last Bengal. But Ambedkar, who was elected frorn East Bengal, lost

his seat in the Indian Constiturent Assembly as the process of formation

ot- Pakistan into a separate coufltry had already begun. Fearing that he

could not play any role in the drafting of the Constitution, Ambedkar
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'wrote a document entitled 'States and Minoritics' on bchall, oi the
'Scheduled castes Federation' to incorporate it into the cor.rstitur:ion. It
contains Ambedkar's true ideas. But to make Arnbedkar an integral pat
of the Constitution, Bombay Legislative Congress Patty elected Dr.
Ambedkar as a representative and sent him to the co.stituc-.t z\ssembly.

L^ter, to Ambedkar's surprise, he was elected as zr rnember of thc drafting
committee and later even as its president.

B.N. Rao, a judicial officer, was appointed as the Consritutional
Adviser to the Constituent Assembly. (l-{e once servecl as a British ICS
officer and later as a judge in the calcutra court and alsn *.rote the
Constitution of Burma). In December 1946, Nehru introduccd the
principles to be included in the constitution as a starement o{' objective.
That later became the preamble of the consdrution. Many c.m,rirrees
were appointed to make recommendations on variours flratters. Apart from
the Constitution Drafting Committee, 12 ctrlter mair-r comrnitrecs were
formed under the leadership of Nehru, Patel, llajendra Prasacl. Abtil I(alam
Azad and others and made suggestions <ln vario,s matters. l)ue t. their
enoflnous prestige, most of the recomfirendations of thcsc cofirmittees
were accepted by the Constitution l)rafting Committee. t-iquipped by the
rePorts of these committees and the Constitutions of othcr conntries,
B.N. Rao prepared the first draft of the Constitution ancl subn.rimed it to
the Constituent Assembly. After that, the Dratting C,ornrnittee r-rnder the
chairmanship of Ambedkar drafted rhe c.nstitution in detail and placed
it before the ConstituentAssembly fcrr discussion. After cletailccl cliscussion

the Constirution came into force after a total of ta\zo years eler.cn lnonths
eighteen days.

In the Constituent Assembly there ar.e drose v.irh a capitaList rnenrality,
while the representatives of the provinccs rvere the direcr represcnta.tives

of the landlords. Apart from them, rnany clf the represenratives fiorn the
Congress and the Muslim League werc ttudals and had a feucial idcology.
There were also those with liberal socialist ideas. NIost of the .389 mernbers
of the assembly were from the upper castes and clnly l5 were \\,'()men.

Looking at these details, we can understand that thc original
Constituent Assembly was not elected bv the people. N{oreover, if is wrong



to understand that the Constitution as a whole is a reflection of Ambedkar's

ideas and opinions or that Ambedkar himself vffote the Constitution. To

presurne so wourlcl also be unfair to Ambedkar's opinions.

Ambedkar's Role in Constitution Wtiting - Limitations;
Contradictions in the Constitution

When Ambedkar was given the responsibility of drafting the

Constitution, he tried to include as many rights in the Constitution as

possible for the'scheduled Castes' and other downtrodden communities

for the uplilhnent of whom he had dedicated his whole life. Ambedkat

was instrumental in including resetvation for Scheduled Castes and

Scheduied Ttibes, for constitutionally banning untouchability and bonded

labour. He put forth his vieu,s strongly on all other matters as well but in
the end tl"re representatives in the Constituent Assembly accepted only

those that suited their interests. This is the limitation that Ambedkar faced.

Ambedkar saicl in the Constituent Assembly that 'the drafting committee

should work as per certain tules and regulations, and there is no other

choice'. J-le also said that 'the drafting committee has implemented the

instructions ancl orders given by the members with sincerity'. During a

debate on a mzrtter in the Padiament, he was criticized that he was the one

who incorporated certain things in the Constitution and that he was the

maker of the Constitution. To this, he replied in the Rajya Sabha on

September 3, 1953,'My answer is that I am not the maker of the

Constitution ,l am an unrecognized politician, I did whatever I was ordered

to do against my will'. \{4ren the rnembers further provoked him then he

said that he r.r,r;uld burn this Constitution. Once again talking about Article

31 of the Conslitution (procedure of acquisition of private property by

the governrnent), he said 'I and the Constitution Drafting Committee have

nothing to do with this article. \X/e did flot propose that'.

C)nc of the anti-people aspects of the Constitution is the right to

property. fught to property was a fundamental right in the ftst Constitution.

So when the padiament enacted laws like land ceiling acts and abolition of
privy purses, the landlords (a Kerala landownet named I(esavananda

Bharati) challenged it in the Supreme Court, and the court struck down

the law on the ground that right to property was a constitutional right.

Article 31 of the C<>nstitutior-r describes the circumstances and manner in
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These constitutions have granted Not freedom from religion, but
freedom of religion. Similarly they have granted Not Freedom from
property, but freedom of property. These constitutions or these States
do not have a solution for the contradictions that arise from this. -
Marx

which private property (private land, industries) can be accluired.
Accordingly, fau or appropriate compensation shall be paid. Ambedkar
opined that the government could not accluire private pr()pertv rvithout
compensation. Thus, the Constitution hacl been protectins the right to
property. During the 1950s-70s, tl.re Supreme (lourt rcsrrained State
interference in property rights. The right to properry u,as consiclered sacred.

Padiament had to amend the Constitution to rectifir this. Pariiament
passed the 44th Amendment in 1978 which temoved the right to pr:operty

as a fundamental right and made it a general statutory right.
How preposterous is it frorn thc point of l,ieu,' o[ thc peasants and

the landless to pay compensation for taking over the lands of the landlords!

Socialists and communists opposed the centralization of firorc powers
at the center and argued that the states wcrre being rech.rced kr the level of
municipalities. Ambedkar replied to this criticism that those po\vers were

only to be used in times of war ancl other cmergencies, ancl in normal
circumstances the states and the center had equal power-s. Ilut we are

witnessing what is happening in practice .

Fundamental rights and directive principles arc en-*hrined in the
constirudon. Violations of rights by the Srate can be prosecutecl in the
courts, but if the directive principles are not implernented, no onr: is held
accountable. This arrangement was opposecl by many in rhe Constituent
Assembly. In the beginning, even Arnbedkar wanred ro rnake rhe c{irective

principles justiciable. But in the subsequent discurssions, the proposals of
BN Rao and others had to be accepted. In this wa-y, the directivc principles
to be followed and implemented by the administration have been left out
of the court's purview. Basic needs are not tecognizeci as dghts.

Ambedkar presented a long list of tundamental rights ro the
Constituent Assembly. He opined that fundarnental rights and directive



principles should be at the same place. That is why the list presented by

him includes rights and regulations for minorities, especially scheduled

castes, ancl a social scheme to be implemented for ten years. However, the

Constituent Assembly rejected the social scheme proposed by him on many

occasions saying that it cannot be included in the Constitution and that it
should be left to the laws.

Ambedkar expressed different views on the Constitution at different
times. 'llo solTre exteflt, like Marx, l're correcdy anticipated and watned against

the contraclictions of the social anc{ political issues in the Constitution .

" C)n the 26th <>f January 1950, we are going to enter into a life of
contraclictions. In politics, rve u,ill have equality and in social and economic

life we will have ine<1uality. In pol-itics we will be recognizing the principle
of one man one vote and one vote one value. In our social and economic

life, we shall, by reason of our social and economic structure, continue to
deny the principle of one mafl one value. How long shall we continue to
Iive this lit'e of contradictions? I{ow long shall we contfurue to deny equality

in our sociai and economic life? If we continue to deny it for long, we rvill
do so only by putting our political democracy in peril. rWe must remove

this conttadiction at the eadiest possible moment or else those who suffer

from inequality will blow up the structure of political democracy which
this Assembly has laboriously built up," he said in his last concluding speech

in the Constituent Assembly.

Despite this warning, he could not suggest a way to resolve the

contradictions he mentionecl orving to his oudook.

A.rnbedkar could not fully assess the role of the state machinery in
implementing the Constitution rrnd its true natufe. Ambedkar's pragmatist

view and Fabian socialist libetal view is the reason for this. If he had correct

assessment then he would not have said the following in his last speech at

the last meeting of the Constituent Assembly -'If we wish to maintain

democracy not rnerely in form, but also in fact, what must v/e do? The ftst
thing in my judgement we must clo is to hold fast to constitutional methods

of achieving our social and economic objectives. It means we must abandon

the bloody met}rods of revolution. It means that we must abandon the

method of civil disobedience, noncooperation and satyagr^ha. When there
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was flo way left for constitutional methods for achieving economic and
social objectives, there was agreat deal of justification for unconstitutional
methods. But where constitutional methods are open, there can be no
justification for these unconstitutional methocls.'rhese n"rethods arc nothing
but the Grammar of Anarchy and the sooner they arc abandoned, the
better fbr us.'

This was the confidence that Ambedkar had in the Constitutionl
But in the same speech he also warned that if equaliry, is not achieved,

'those suffering from inequality will destroy whatever democracy the
Constituent Assembly has created'.

Where revolutions took place, the old state machinerv wzls smashed
and replaced with new machinery to a large extent. But bccause we got
'independence' in our country with the cornpromise reacheci with the
British, the state machinery and the system ol' administration tl.rat existed
during the British period continued almosr as it is. 'fhe police, the military,
the revenue systern right from the village level to the higher levels, the
judicial system - nothing changed. Thev they have been serr.ing the new
ruling classes comprising comprador big bourgeoisie ancl the landlords as

loyally as they had served the British rulers.

We are seeing how this state machinery is impiemcntillg or rather not
implementing the PESA Act, the 5th and 6th Schedtiles of the CcinstiruLion,
dre Dalit Rights Act and many other progressive pro-people laws. z\rnbedkar
did not warn the people about the counter-revcllutiona.rl, role thar would
be played by such a state apparatus. The oppressed people, the working
people, the oppressed castes (except the handful of tl-rern rvho join the
ruling classes) will not gain anything rvithout dcstrol,ing the old state

machinery.
If we attribute the entire Constitution solely ro Ambedkar, fhen we

will have to make him responsible not only tbr the positive aspects of it
but also for all the aspects that take away thc rights of thc pcople. How
does this do justice to Arnbedkar? Therefbre, we have ro acccrpr ancl adopt
only the rights for the oppressed castes and ciasses and wr;rnen, u.hich the
progressive and democratic minded members of the constituer:rt Assembly,

including Ambedkar, have specifically incorp<)rnred in the (..r-rstiturion



and oppose those elements which are detrimental to the interests of the

working people. Only then will it amount to truly honoring Ambedkar.
Moreover, Ambedkar himsel( because of his faith in the State and the
Constitr-rtion due to his liberal political outlook, introduced in the
Constitution certain aspects th^t^te not acceptable to us. It is not right for
us to not take a critical viev, oi them.

\ffhen the members of the Lok Sabha criticized Ambedkar regarding
certain aspecrs of the Constitution accusing him of incorporating them in
the Constitution, Ambeclkar himself said,'I had only a nominal role in the
drafting of the Constitution'. We should ask ourselves a question. \X4ry did
the padiamerlt - representative of the ruling classes of the country - adopt
the Constitution while the same padiament created conditions that forced
Ambedkar to resigp on a single matter like the Hindu Code Bill? They
agreed to and adopted the Cnnstitution because it basically and completely
serves their interests and is suitable for them. The stand that one should
uphold the Constitution because Ambedkar is the author of it serves only
the interests of the ruling classes.

T'his constitutionalism oniy cteats illusions among the the workers,
peasants, Dalits, minorities and other oppressed people that they can

ameliorate their conditions in this system itself instead of fighting for the
establishment of a new democratic state. We have to rcdtze that this State

uses constitLrtionalism in the same way as it used the pseudo-patriotism. It
only binds the people to the padiamentary path and kills their spirit and

will to fight rnilitantiy.

Arnbedkar proposed in 'State zrnd Minorities'that the State should
nationnlise the agricultural land and key industries and should have control
over the resources of production and that the produce should be disributed
equally to all without caste differences etc. In addition to these, he proposed
that the govcrnmeflt should have control over the financial sector. He
proposecl that to encoLuage private industries.

T'his rype of- 'state socialism'proposed byAmbedkar is different from
the socialist theory of Marxists. However, he does not have any method
and the path to be adopted as to how to achieve any of the goals he has

proposed. F{c: stroflgly believed that social change was possible only within
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the framework of parliamentary democracy, driven by thc State. will ttre
State which has not even implementecl tl-re nominal land refcrrrn laws
implement the scheme proposed by him? Is,'t this an illusio. regarding an
exploitative State? Change is not possible by just setting the goai, no m2rtter
how well intentioned the goal is! \)Vhat is the path to be adoptecl ro achieve
the goal ?

That is why we need to understa,d the limitations of Ambedkar in
wtiting the constitution. !7e should utilize the rights incorporateil in rhe
constitution by him and other progressive forces. But ar the samc rinre we
must reject the constitutionalism that stifles the fightjng spirit of the people
in the name of the constitution and binds them, especially l)alits,.Adivasis,
Bahujans and nrinorities to the padiarnenrary path. Hence we shotilcl r:ea\ze
the limitations o f D alit-B ahrtjan cons rirution,rlism.
Dalit-Bahujan constitutionalism: Due to the suuggles recl by Ambedkar
lbr the rights of Dalits, due to the inspiration given by Ambedkar, due ro
his teachings, due to the reservatiors providecl by Aml,rcclkar in the
constitution, many Dalits got education and iobs. They coulcl sranc{ up
with dignity. They were able to get education and other duhts that they
were deprived of for thousands of years. Their social statlrs has also
inrproved a great deal. Enshrining certain rights in the constitution itself
has helped this. with the consciousness gained through thcse rigrrts, and
the consciousness gained through clemocratic and rev.luti.nary
movements, marry more struggles were launched by the Dalir..I]rrhujans
and they obtained more rights through various laws enactecl.

A desire to share in padiamentary pov.er with the sufftage conferred
by the constitution, and the political right that came with it, :rrs. grew. By
the eighties and nineties, due to the changes in the rural economy ancl land
relations, the peasant castes among the Shudras wete able to accpire [and.
In many places they were able to grow as middle class farmers and rich
latmers and in some places even as landlords. At thc siunc timc, the ,rban
middle class, the educated intelligentsia and the bureaucratic class also grew
out of the Dalit castes. In many places, the political powcr in rhe states
also gradually shifted from the upper castes to the backward castes. The
number of Dalit padiamentary leaders has also increasecl. Ambedkar and



Phule became symbols of self-respect for Dalits and Bahuians across the

country after the Dalits, especially I(anshiram-led BSP, came forward with

the slogan rWhy should we only have the votes and You have the seats'.

Along with this, Dalit-Bahujan constitutionalism and identity politics alscr

got stronger. Though the Dal,it-Bahuians are launching many struggles,

the above-mentioned leadership of the middle and rich classes among

them is spteading the illusion that the Dalit-Bahuians will gain real State

power through the parliamentary path only. They are ttying to raise

consciousness but within the limits of the Constitution and owing allegiance

to it. They are t-ailing to assess the true nature of the State. These illusions

serve a section of the Dalits-Bahuians who have grown into an elite class

and want to ioin the ruling elite. But they do not in any w^y serve the

working class majority from alnong the Dalits-Bahujans. So Dalit and

Bahuian t.oiling classes can fight fbr their true liberation only if this kind

of constitutionalism is also categorically reiected.

If rve accept the argument that 'Constitution is good, but only those

who implement the Constitution are not good', then we would have to

fight fbr the implementation of the Constitution. But it should be

understood that there is a telationship between the Constitution and the

mode oi' production. It should be recognized that the State and the

Constitudon exist primarily to protect the interests of the owners of the

means of pmc{uction. Then we must try to change the mode of ptoduction.

Societl, is not built accotding to law and Constitution. Instead, the

correstr'ronding laws ancl Constitution come into being based on the

structure of' the sociery and the mode of production. Therefore, it is not

possible to just change all anti-people aspects of the Constitution. It is not

further possible to implement any of these changes' Basic changes are

possible only through basic change in the mode of production. Realizing

the inextricable relzrtionship between the State, the Constitution and the

mode r:f production, all the working classes, including those of the Dalits,

Adivasis, Bahujans and the minorities, should stfive to overthrow the

exploitative mocle of produrction, the exploitative State and Constitution

and establish a new democratic state in its place'
*x>k
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Book Review: 'Khairlanji A Bitter Crop'

Khairlanji : Caste-Class Understanding

I(hairlanji is a village in Bhandara district of N{aharashrta. ln 2006

there were 181 families in this village. -llhere were four L)alit farnilies (three

Mahar families, one Mang family) and 10 tribril families. T'tre resr lrelong to
vatious BC castes. The Bhot Mange family was a N{ahirr familv. They were

Buddhrsts. Bhot Mange family had four members - Bhalyalal 13hot Mange,

his wife Surekha, children - Roshan, Priyanka and Suclhir. Surekha was a

brave Ambedkarist. Those belonging to upper caste Flintlu farnilies

sometimes left their catde free which clnmaged the crops belonging to
l3hot Manges. Then it was mainly Surekha wl.ro would fight back. Another
farmer used to enter his farm through the farm owned by llhot Mange's

family. It caused loss to the Bhot Mange fhmily u,hen ct:crps were grou/n.

As the dispute escalated, Bhot Mange's family got the land sutvcyed with
the help of their cousin Siddharth, and the surveyor's dccision carne in

their favor However, the relative convincccl thcm to leave tcn t'eet wide

path so as not to escalate the dispute. But it hurt rire ego ol' the 'uppet

castes'. They not only spread bad propaganda against Bhot N{angc'.s family

but also started harassing Priyanka on her way to ancl fiom school. One

day a young man named Yogesh tried to sexually assault Priyanka and

Siddharth went to Yogesh's house and reprimanded him. Llt.rrvever, they

did not file a police complaint to prevent the worsening of tl-re situation.

Flowever, the villagers were not satisfled. Harassment against the Bhot
Manges continued to increase. On September 3, 200(r, Siddharth was

ambushed and seriously injured ofl the grr:unds that it rvas he u,'ho was

supporting the Bhot Mange family. Surekha a.nd Priyanka sarv this attack

from a distance and ran to him. But the culprits ran away. They r.vere

recognised by Surekha and Priyanka. After Siddharth rvzrs aclnritted to the



hospital, they filed a police complaint with the help of Siddharth's younger

brother. Even though the villagers threatened them, they did not back

down. The police wete initially teluctant to take the complaint but eventually

registered a case and arrested 12 accused on Septembet 29.But they got

bail on the same clay. Hgwever, these Saaarna Hindus, belonging to the

backward czrstes, could not tolerate their arrest for the attack on the Dalits.

Those who rvere released on bail came out in a procession on tfactofs to

the village along with their supporters. 50-60 people v/ent to Bhot Mange's

house on the same tfactofs. The women of the village also went to attack

Bhot Mange,s house. The Bhot Manges wefe severely beatefi and Priyanka

and Surekha were dragged by their hair and taken to the cattle shed where

many people raped them. Some said they were raped even after death'

They beat Roshan and Sudhir ordering them to fape theif sister and mother.

But when they refused, they crushed their genitals, beat them and l<illed

them to6. This horri$ring carna[le lasted for almost two hours. Then a

bullock cart.was brought and the four dead bodies wefe placed in it in a

naked state nnd dumped at a distance of four kilometers from the village.

Bhaiyalal sun ived as he was not at home at that time'

This was tl"re I(haidanii Massacte in short.

Anancl Teltumbde in his book,'Khairlanfi- A strange and Bitter Crop',

has described the antecedents <tf this carnage, how the case was watered

down by the police, meclia bias and the movement against this carnage in

Maharashtra. Apart from that, he also discussed the issue of caste and

class in detail. T'his article is a review of the translation of the book in

Telugu.

Teltumbde is not only a prominent Ambedkarite but also a Marxist

and democtatic rights activisl.

There is a very strong need for the unity of Dalit movemeflt and the

revolutionary movement. They should be complementafy to each other

and not competitive. This book could play the role of a catalyst to bring

about change in tlre understanr{ing needed to build a stfong unity between

the revolutionaries ancl the Dalit activists and Ambedkarites.

People like Chandrabhan Prasad and Milind Kamble argue that efforts

should be made ro promote Dalit capitalism and that Foreipyr Direct
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Investment of the imperialists should be welcomed including in the retail

business, which will contribute to the ernancipation of Dalits. Apart frorn
that, they also advocate for the abolition of land lirnitirtion laws,

environmental lavzs and forest rights lau.s lvhich are obstacles in artracting

foreign investments and furthet development of capitalisnr. Tcltumbdet
work is necessary at a time when the lines of class division are being drawn

more cleady than ever before in the name of Dalit interests.

l,et us introduce and discuss rhe rr ain formulations made by

Teltumbde in this book. I would like to mentiotr Teitumbde's ttrrmulations

at length here. There is a reason tbr that. 'I'he author:'s thoughts and

uflderstanding have not beefl correcdy translated in many placcs. In some

other places, the importance of what the authol wanted to say is toned

down. In rnany places important things have been translatecl to imply the

opposite of what the author intended. Teltumbde clebunkecl many false

formulations that afe circulating today in the name of identitl, question,

Dalit ideology and Ambedkarism. But it seems that the translators were

shocked thatTeltumbde could make such claims and trauslated the author's

forrnulations in accordance with their undetstanding or as per the thoughts

that are in vogue in the name of Dalit ideology. In sorne <>ther places

mistakes were made due to incorrect understanding of lJ,nghsh. I arn quoring

the Teltumbde formulations at some length ciue to these errors. I have not
removed these from the English translation of rny article, rvhich was

originally in'felugu, as others also may suf r fiom such tnisunderstanding.

However, English readers have the advantage of getting to know
Telturnbde's formulations direcdy fron the l,.nglish original book.

What are the main proposals of Teltumbde ?

Caste society has undergone trrany changes in its nature and

composition. Today Shudras/ Backwatd Castes (I)Ci-,r) ancl Othet llackwatd

Castes (OBC$ are playing a maior role itr caste cliscrimination ancl caste

attacks against Dalits. The main reason for the above changes is the poLitical

and economic changes that took place in the villages of thc country from
the time of the British and accelerated during the last six decaclcs.



x Due to the above reason, Balt/anwadas a transformative ideology

is an illusion; the unity between Shudras and Dalits is not possible

on the basis of caste; it is possible only with class consciousness.
* Blaming Brahmins I Dwijas for the present state of caste system

is an intellectual inertia.
* The nzrture of the state will not change iust because the

representation of Dalits increases in the present state machinery.

* [t rs an illusion that economic development and globalization will
lead to caste annihilation.

* It is zr delusion of the Left that all caste conflicts are rooted in

lancl issues.

* It is an illusion to think that six decades of development have

created a progressive non-Dalit 'civil society''

Bab$anu,adbased on caste will not bring about transformation of the

society. Caste zrttacks can be Prevented and annihilation of the caste can

be achieved only by getting ricl of casteism and caste antagonisms,

developing true class consciousness, and ptomoting unity of all the lower

classes of the society regardless of caste.

I-et's krok at these in a litde mote detail.

Changes in the Caste System - Current telationship between Shudras

and Dalits;
Castc society can be said to have remained unchanged at the structural

and macrcl-ier.el. But in reality, it has undergone many changes in its
composition and chatacter. The association of the caste system with the

shastru has considerably weakened. The ritual basis of caste is also rarely

manifested. 'lbday's castes cannot be understood only on the basis of
lsligion nr tradition. We cannot really fight against caste on this basis.

Today's castes have become very complex due to the political and

economic inlfuences of our times. It is not any Shastra, Ivlanttsruiti that

gives life to the survival of caste today. It is the modern state, its policies

and institutions that are doing so. Due to this, the importance of caste

increased instead of decreasing with tirne. Dudng the period of colonial

rule and especially after the last six decades of Post-colonial rule, the caste
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system got a new lease of life due to the policies irnplemcnte cl in the narne

of 'secular democratic politics and socialist economic policies' over an

iniquitous social base. They also led to changes in caste relations.

The British introduced Zamindai system ancl ryobru'ari systern to

extract rnaximum surplus from the agriculture. ()n thc onc hand they

created individual land holdings and also affected balutedari /.iajnttmi cltent-

patron system of caste wise provision of services arnong the villagers.

This structural change, along with the opportunities createcl by capitalist

production and investment in the intrastructure sector, caused the rural
surplus workers (mosdy Shudra castes ancl Dalits) to migrate to the cities.

As a result, the fbundations of the old caste system werc shakcn. This

aff-ected both caste relations and conflicts.

The anti-Brahmin movements led by the Shudra castes anc'l the anti-

caste movements of the Dalits that followed them were also related to
these developments.

With the advent of modern education and the \)flestern lil:rcral regime,

opportunities arose for dre oppressed cnstes in the emerging capitalist sector.

But to avail these opportunities,the Du,rfa (I3rahrninical) castes in the lbrm
of la.ndlotds and moneylenders became a.n olrstacle in the rur:al areas. This

gave rise to the anti-Brahmin struggle under the leadership of thc Sudra

castes. Soon in its wake, a strong l)alit movement also took shapc rurder

Ambedkar's leadership.

As a result of this anti-Brahmin struggle, the old elite (4rper castes)

shifted mainly to the economic sectors prorlotecl by capitalisrn. r.vhile the

farming Shudra castes began to seize lancl in the countryside. In the post-

colonial India, the farming Shudra castes becatre significirntly richer due

to the land reforms, however poody the1, rvere implernented ancl due to

the subsequent green revolution. The r.illages catne undet thc control of
these Neo-rich Shudra castes. The olcl zamindari class u,as replaced by a

new wealthy landlord class and a peasant class that owned its own lands.

Market minded upper caste and backward caste farmets replaced the

old feudal landlord class. The benefits of Slor.etnment policies accrued

rnainly to these non-Brahnrin and non-Dalit castes.

As mentioned above, while the upper castes rnainlv rnovecl into the
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economic sectors created by capitalism and $obahzation, the social groups

(Shudras, Backward Castes - BCs) and Other Backwatd Castes (OBCs)

that nervly got opportunities entered the sectots they left behind. Flowevet,

these social gfoups ended up in the traditional fields that remained within

the traditional social framework. So today they are playing the main role in

caste discrimination and caste attacks against Dalits. Thete is no ditect

involvement of the Brahmin caste in the attacks that have been going on

for the last fbur decades.

Wrile the Shuclras are gett-ing stronger in the rural areas, the Dalits

are lett ns landless laborers in the rural areas. However, the Dalits have

taken advnntage of the opporttrnities provided by the Constitution to

challenge the traditional caste-based power structufe. A small section of
Dalits has developed to some extent with the education and job

opportunities it got due to reservation and other policies. Though it is
only a srnall section that couicl avail these facilities and develop, the

aspirations of many greu, manifold. Otherwise, there is not much change

in the ecr:nomic staturs of Dalits.

The t.raditional fbundations of caste have weakened due to increased

capitalist relatious, education nnd modetnizaion over the last six decades.

But the economic developments discussed above brought about a

significant chnnge in the social class-caste structure.

Along rvith the econotnic improvement of the Shudra castes in the

rural areas, political changes also brought forth flew caste mobilizations.

Caste identity politics have become intensified.

The economic developmeflt of the Shudra castes led to the rise of
their political aspirations. Due to the strength of numbers, they emergecl

as a stfong force in the political arena. As politics became more competitive

due to the grou,ing aspirations of the upper classes among the Shudra

castes, politicians started using caste identities for garnering votes. On the

other hancl, as the state resorted to crurel repression to supPress people's

movements, the iower classes resorted to identity politics. \X/ith the rise of
this identiry politics, craste got a new use. For political gain, castes in a

similar positior-r started coming together. As even small caste communities

were able to influence the tesults of elections beyond their proportion,
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the importance of castes in politics increased and leci to the consoliclation

of castes and caste groups. This led to the emergence of regional parties

based on caste.

By 1970s, the landowning peasantrl,, mainly belonging to IJC, castes,

got organized across the country. These Shudra castes formccl tegional

parties and took power in almost every state. In North India the Yzdavas,

I(urmis and I(oeris - became a forrnidable politiczrl force duc to their

numerical strength.

Sirrulady, different Shudra castes emerged as a strong power in Andhra

Pradesh, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu and assumed power. After 1917 , po\ver

was taken over by coalition governmeflt at the centcr as well,

As compared to the empowerment and rise of the BCs u,ho grerv as

a bloc, the Dalits became weaker in the rural areas. But at the sarne time,

their aspirations have increased. This situation lecl to oew t.rppression,

resistance and violence.

Caste divisions manifesting between Sauarnas ancl Auatnae, Between
Dalits and Non-Dalits and the Myth of Bahufanwad

Post-1960s, when the Shudta castes came to a dominant pr>sition in

production, those castes successfully brought that change into the political
and cultural spheres as well. Due to this n'rarry disputes ancl cclnflicts arose.

The rivalry that was there between the Brahmins and the peasant

castes in the past had now turned into a rivalry between the peasant castes

who mostly own the land and the Dalits u,ho ate landless labourers. ln the

past, the Brahmin castes were oppressor castes and the toiling Shuclra castes,

the oppressed ones. (Dalits were outcasts and Auarnrz.r in the c,rste svstelrr

and had no place in this society. Therefore, Ambedkar argued that the

untouchables \r/ere not Hindus at all. Itanche Ilaiyrya arguecl in his book

'Why I am not a Hindu' that Shudras rvere also not I Iindus. Rut rvhatever

maybe thecolonial-nationalistnotionof 'Hindu', .\'Ltudra.rwerc ahvayspatt

of the caste system and the Dalits never are.)

At present, Shudra castes @Cs , OBCs) have become opprcssors

and Dalits have become the oppressed.

-foday the expression of caste is crnerging as a divisir>r.r between



\'auarnu and Aaarnas i.e. between Dalits and non-Dalits. This conflict
between l)alits and non-Dalits is taking a violent form in rural areas. The
fact that Dalits are landless agricultural laborers and Shudras are dominant
landorvners lays the rr,ater:r-l tbundation for this conflict. The Shudra castes,

who hacl emergecl as the nevily dominant caste, resisted the effotts of the

working classes to improve theit lives, Due to these changes in the agrarian

sector, incidents of attacks on Dalits have increased. Violent suppression

of their aspirations and their association increased. But this cannot be

understoocl purrely on econotnic grounds. The main reason is the deep-

rooted social and cultural antagonism between Dalits and Shudras on the

basis of traclitional caste hierarchy.

The fact that Dalits are standing tall, holding Ambedkat high as their
independent cultural sl.mbol, ancl that educated Dalits are fighting fbr their
rights and getting ahead of Sl-rtrdras in the field of education - all these

have become an eyesore not only to the upper castes but to the Shudras as

well. h)lectoral politics also contributed to this. After the 1970s, the growing

assertion of Dalits in electoral poJitics such as asserting their right to vote

as per their choice and contesting panchayat elections etc. have led to anger

towards Dalits.

Intellectuals who discuss the caste issue refuse to recognize these

changes and cling to the traditional description of the caste system

(satisfying with the short term 'Brahmanism'to understand and explain

every castc-related ptoblem). Anti-caste movements are also identifying

enemies and friends based on or-rtdated and obsolete Varnas. Anti-caste

activists keep on parroting Ambedkar's teaching that "(the fight) is against

Brahminisrn but not Brahmins; Brahmanism is not only limited to Bral'rmins

but also afl-ects Dalits", but in reality they fail to recognize the difference

between Brahmins and Brahminism. People are identified by their caste. It
is intellectuzrl inertia to blame Brahmins and Dwiias for the present status

of the caste system.

I)ue to the needs of electoral politics, the concept of 'Bahufans'has

been brought fonvard, covering up the many contradictions between the

Dalits ancl the OBCs at the village level. Many land-owning Shudra castes

have also become apart of this mobilization. Some of the Shudra castes
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which are no better off than the Dalits. zrrc in a sornewhar better posirion
socially because of their socio-economic ties wirh the rradirionallv land-

owning castes. Therefore, it is not fair to equate these castes with the socially
outcast Dalits.

Bahujanwad is basically a str^tegy drat rvorks for Dalits to wifl elecroral

politics and not a principled one. According ro this argumenr. all the lower
Shudra castes and Dalits can unite to lbrrn a strorlg constirucncl. r( ) capture

pou/er. In fact,if we look at the material starus of these castes, aLl of them
are placed similady and must come together. But while Ba/tulanwttdwartts

people to be united on the basis of caste identities, this argr-lmenr fbrgets

tlre fact that the fundamental division of caste is bctween .f dutffnas (c ste
Flindus) and outcasts. Dalits fall outside the casre systeln.

Ftom I(eelavenmani to I{haidanji we see violent attacks on l)alits by
the middle level Shudra castes. All the caste attacks in the counrly. including
I{hairlanji, bring out the fact that Bahufauu,ad <:anmtt be a rransfcrrmarive

stfategy.

Baltulanwad makes sense as a transfclrmzrtive agenda only rvhen it is
based on uniting all the lower classes of society, regardless o{' casre. Caste

idiom cannot serve as a basis for such unily Because it is rrot possible to
overcome the existential contradictions betwcen castes. Castc seeks

hierarchy. It is against the spirit of unity. Ilahujana serves as a clescriprive

class but is not useful in the {ield of struggle.

Caste oppression and attacks will not end through n"roclem capitalist
poJicies or state intervention or through increase in the representation of
Dalits in the current State or. The role played by the State in ;rerpetuating
caste and caste contradictions is not being understoocl u,ell. The
modernization undertaken by the Indian state is ostensibly meanr to reduce
the importance of caste, but instead it has strengthenecl the caste and has

exacerbated all its ill effects.

Modernity and capitalism were not detrimental to caste.

Modernity means breaking the shackles of tradition ancl leadin.q the
couotry towards the path of progress! liveryonc hopcd rhar this rvould
solve the caste problem. The Ambedkarist viev, of casre as a unique and
crucial aspect of India also emphasized statc inten ention to rec'luce caste

oppression.



But this modern process v/as boufld to farl. Because the bourgeois-

feudal state thzrt came into existence after the transfer of power from the

British represented a compromise between bourgeois interests and feudal

interests. Ther cotnpromise was to carry out modernizatton and fulfill the

interests of the bourgeoisie ancl to maintain the status-quo control of the

landlords ovet rural India and protect their interests. The state undertook

the process of rnodernization because of the expectations of the landed

classes that they would also benefit tiom modernizalaort. Capitalism had

akeady compromised with caste, religious institutions and tribal traditions.

Instead of confronting them, it skillf'ullyused them to its advanrage. Modern

education, trrbanization and inclustrialtzaion have only changed some of
these institutions and not eradicated them. Hence both caste and modernity

exist side by side. Tl're State has undertaken protective schemes and

development schemes to benefit the oppressed castes. But it did not touch

the economic fbundation of the Shudra castes linked to the land issue'

The notion that economic development and the cultutal development

that follorvs it will eliminate castes is incorrect. Similady, it is an illusion

that globalization weakens caste. f'he illusion that every caste conflict is

linked to the land issue sterns from economic determinism of certain

Marxists. T'he lancl issue is undoubtedly a malor cause of atrocities and

attacks. It is also a fact that many conflicts related to land take the form of
violence against Dalits. But the question is why such land disputes between

non-Dalits do not lead to deadly attacks as they did in the case of Dalits.

Secular reasons such as economic or land disputes may be the cause of
increaserd resentment against Dalits. But caste is the most significant reason

for a dispute to turn iflto atrocities and attacks.In fact, none of the worst

atrocities in the country were caused by land disputes' Deep-seated caste

preiudice causes zr dispute to escalate into a vicious attack.

Analyzing the criminal rnle of the police in the atrocities perpetuated

on Dalits in the context of Khaidanji, does not only show how anti-Dalit

the State is, burt it also slrovzs that Dalits do not have much to gain even if
Dalits are in positions of power as part of this system. The natute of the

state, the role of Dalits as individuals and the way in which Naxalite violence

is used afl as exclrse to pefpetuate ittrocities on Dalits and Adivasis are also

cleady discernible.
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The sad thing about Khaidanji is that all the important posts in the
Iocal state administratiofl were occupied by Dalits. Bhandara SP ancl Dgp,

Andhalgaon police sub-inspector, area constable and the junior doctor

who did the post-mortem and the civil sLrrgeon who got it cl<>ne lry the
junior doctor, public prosecutor, nodal officer are all Dalits. N{ost of them

are Mahars. The Bhotmanges who were the victims of l(hairlanii were

also Mahars.

Then, why did it happen?

It would be narve of the Dalits to expect that the nature of the state

would change just byincluding some of their people in the state rnachinery.

The character of an organizatton is not eclual to the sum of thc characters

of all the individuals who run/defend that organization. l)alits clt., 11s1

understand this fact even though there are many experiences r() pror'e this.

Institutions have long life, whereas individuals live only fbr: tire cluration

of their lifetime. Institutions therefore reflect a hegeraonic: ,. class nature

beyond individuals. If people do not cotrfbrm ro the natlue of- the
organization/system, there will be intense pressure on them ro confbh.
This pressr.rre on Dalits is much more becar.rse of their class pt.rsition. \X/ith

the result, they consciously or unconsciously strike :r cornpton:rise after

sometime to sufvive. But to escape fiorn the feeling of sLrilt, they clairn

that they are doing a lot for Dalits. But, whatever little is clonc firr t1-re

Dalits is within the logic of statecraft and nor beyoncl rhar. Even if an
individual Dalit resists this pressure and iniria.lly serves the il.rterests og
Dalits, as he rises in power, he unwittingly acquires upper castc character.

He gradually forgets his roots.

Dalits also believe that if their people arc in positions rtt pou,cr, they

will be helped in matters related to the government. Ambedkal rilso hoped

for tlre same. But he had rcahzed his folly and famously lamented thiu rl.re

educated people had deceived him. tsy grving a ferv Dalirs rr place in d1g

bureaucracy, the illusions about the state u,ill only increase. N[oreover, i6
also obscures the fact that change in dre natule of the stare is possible

only through sustained political pressure of the people against the ruling

system.



Abolition of caste is possible only by uptooting the caste feeling/
caste consciousness and developing class consciousness:

Cnste feeling has an infinitely divisive quality. Castes - fold into

themselves rvhen they have tc.l come into contact with other castes. They

try to establish their relative superiority. As soon as the pressure of uppet

castes for suprem'.rcy is removed, the castes find and invent a ladder within

themselves. The diffterent untouchable castes came together to manifest

'Dalit identity' to fight against Brahminism. As soon as this pressure was

removed (the imperative to fight against Brahminism and the great

lezrdership that gained the trust of all - both ceased), sub-castes arose

within the Mahar caste, and they began to fight amoflg themselves for

their hieratchical superiority. Many unwanted developments in the Dalit

moven-rent can be analyzed in this framewotk. Caste in essence is an

individualistic attitude. It constantly seeks superioriry. The divisive ideology

of caste does not stop at the family eithet. It can even go down to the

individual level. When ther:e is no external pressure on the famlly (i.e. no

need to stay unitec{ due to an external enemy) family members also display

their imaginecl caste superiority in a notional hierarchy. The entire culture

of our country can be explained from this caste point of view.

This individualism aids only elite classes and castes. Only such people

welcorne free market and globalization. It is indisputable that unity between

Shadras ancl Dalits is highly desirable. But it is necessary to recognize that

caste is not the basis of such unity. It is possible only on a class basis. In
fact, the caste system is so complex today that the caste basis is becoming

meaninsless. The sooner this basis is changed the better. But it would be

wrong r,o reject caste altogether as an analyical tool. It would be like

throwing baby with the bath water. What is needed is to sharpen our

understanding of all the clynamics of caste.

I-{ow to stop caste attzrcks and attocities? Caste imparts the ideology

that "Dalits are low level people and they should be treated as such"'

Theretbre, there is a societal consensus that detying this caste rlorm can

be punishecl. The perpetratots of the atrocities are confident that the victims

will not complain and even if t}ey complain they can get awaywith anlthing

they do due to their politicnl and social clout. Their confidence that they

would not be punished even in the courts is what causes castc atrocities.

\X/hen upper caste Hindus consider the act of Dalits standing up fbr their

civil rights as an act of provocation, to say tlrat thcy should not stand up

fbr their rights to prevent the atrocities is basicaliy equivalent to suppressing

those civil rights. It is an act of backwardness worse than thc atrocity. And
the solution to this may be to curb the caste consciousness and caste

antagonism. It can be observed that caste antagonisrn arises duc to the

anti-caste struggle of the oppressed castes. Hence stopping that struggle

to prevent caste antagonism/enmity is escapisrn. Theretore, efforts should

be made to eradicate the caste consciousness in order t() prevent caste

crirnes. Recutrence of I(haidanjis can be avoided only by br-rilding genuine

class consciousness.
'Ib stop atrocities, caste has to be fought theoretically at ideological

level. Attacks must be resisted and stopped at a physical levcl. The basic

resource of power in rural areas - Iand - shor-rld l're rernoved ficxn the

domain of private property and nationalizecl as proposecl bt. i\rnbeclkar in
'States and Minorities'.

Anti-caste struggle considered that caste had its ftrundations in
religious scriptures and countered them icleologically. 'Ilhis uras the first
method. Dalits also need to be united and strengthened to stop thc physical

attacks. Outside forces must be mobilizccl to supporf them. If- thcr irttackers

think that Dalits can resist attacks and retaliate. they will not clarc- to attack.

Fbr example, when Chenchuramaiah was killed by the People\ War forces,

there was no major atrocity in the area. If upper castr:s fecl that Dalits
have the support of the Naxalites, they will think twice al)out irttacking

Dalits. But attacks can also lead to counter-attacks as it happened in llihal.
Another key strategy to combat thc castc systenr is to fctn,rve land

from the domain of personal property, rvhich was the source of the power
gap between Dalits and upper castes in rural areas. The ruling classes have

staged the drama of fake land reforms. Nationalization of- land would
shake the foundations of the caste system. But in order to unclertake such

a task it is necessary to completely rel,oh"rtionize rhe state.

All the above views in this ,rrJ'Ir.*rrr/teview articli: ar:c from the

book'I{haidanji'. We have only put tollethel all the thcoretical proposals
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of Teltumbde fi:om cliflerent chaptets in the book in one place. Only a

few of the subheadings appropriate for the ptoposals have been added by

the author of this article.

The details of the Khaitlanii incident and the observations on the

bias of the meclia etc. which are self evident afe not dealt .rith in this

a*tcle.
Let us discuss some of Teltumbde's proposals telated to caste-class-

land zrnd economic develoPment.

Discussing caste atrocities and land ownership, Teltumbde says in

the last chaptef of the book thzrt land ownership - powef (the power in the

hands of Dalits) is an illusion. He cdticizes the dogmatic leftists who see

caste as onlv one aspect of class and believe in the self-created illusion that

all caste conflicts afe tootecl in the land issue. He also criticized the leftists

in India for adopting a dc'rgmatic stance in this regard saylng that this

argument only supports economic deterministic approach of some

Marxists.

Elservhere, while discussing how to stop caste attacks and caste

atfocities, he correctly recognizes that the soufce of upper caste power in

rural zrreas is their almost exclusive ownetship of land and says that the

land should be removed from the domain of private property and

nationzrlized as proposed by Ambedkat in 'States and Minoities'.

Tlre two comments may 
^Ppear 

to contradict each other, but with a

little interpretation, the appareflt contradiction can be removed.

Ideologica\ the caste problem may be due to the caste culture which

is rooted in the psyche of the Flindus for centuries. But the land question

and the associated economic feasons should not be underestimated. The

slrpfemacy of the Btahmins in the rural afeas was decisively dismantled

clue to the anti-Brahmin movement that also resulted in the change in the

land relzrtions! This change took place only when the ownership of land

shifted from the Brahmin castes to the hands of the agriculrural Shudra

castes! T'eltumbde, who has elaborately described and discussed this mattef

himself, says that'we believe in the self-created illusion that all caste-conflicts

are linkecl t9 the land issue', and there is an inkling of mocking of the

Marxists in this. (\When one uses the generic term Marxists that does not

make any distinction between the padiamentary leftists to thc Rcvoluitonary

Maoists/Marxists). But the Marxist revolutionaries ,:nust rake a point frorn

the above criticism.

It is indisputable that land is the main source of prorvet of the upper

castes in rural India. However, it is not corrcct to say that all thc caste

conflicts are linked to the land issue. As the idea of caste supremacy is

ingrained as a part of the culture itself, even where the land qucstion is not
an issue, many attacks took place on the Dalits when they stoocl up fbr
their rights and self-respect. These attacks take place because the upper

castes cannot tolerate this defiance of I)alits when they trallsgress their

social and cultural boundaries. Even thor"rgh secular causes such zrs land,

econornic development; etc., are the root cause of confficts, rhc r:ole of
caste hieratchy and the resultant upper caste arrogiilnce. which is it non-

secular cause, should not be underestimated.'fhe revolutionaries, especially,

should not ever commit that mistake, Cultural strlrggle and zrnti-caste

cnnsciousness struggle should not be neglectc-d at all.

But, is the nationalizaion of land, which is the source <li power,

feasible in the current system? It is exactly- to resolve thi-s que stion of land

and political power that revolutionary war is being waged since Naxalbari

revolt! The Indian goverflment has been unleashing such a cruel rcpression

just to drown that revolution in bloodl The goal of the repressivc operations

like Greenhunt, Samadhan, Prahar aud l{zrgar is alscl the sarne!

Nationalization or socializaionof land can only be a goal but not a means

to an end when so much tepression is launched even on the cletrand of
'land to the tiller'. Even when we look at the post-l'cvolutionarv cxpcrience

in Russia and China, it is clear that nationalizing/ socializing iand is not an

easy task even for a people's governftrent.

Teltumbde did not to go into the depth of this issue nor discuss,

from this angle, the Naxalite struggle that has been going on for rnore

than five decades with this as a key issuc. lt rvoulcl havc bcctr bcttcr if he

had done it.

The proposition by Teltumbde that caste annihilation is not possible

based on caste consciousness, caste identity, caste identity movements is a

proposition that has to be taken into serious consicleratir:n. But this does
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not meafl that caste need not be taken into consideration. We need to

undefstancl this rnatter along with his proposition to sharpen our

understancling regarding ali aspects related to caste, caste exploitation and

atfocities. It is true that the caste consciousfless has definitely helped in

understanding these aspects. But at the same time, we should also recognize

that Caste is inherently divisive, and due to its hierarchical nature, it imposes

serious limitations ofl the identity movements in achieving broad uniry

and in eradication of caste. Even the experience of the caste identity

moverrents and various tribal identiry movemeflts/ natioflality movemeots

in North Ilast Indian states for the past many decades also pfoves the

sarne.

'Ihe struggles that stafted against the Indian ruling classes in North-

East Inclizr hnve degenerated into incessant Naga-Kuki; Naga - Meiti; Meitei

- Kuki; Bodo-Assamese; Bodo - Santhali tribal struggles. These are

indirectly useful to the lndian Comprador Bourgeoisie ruling classes who

exploit all. All such existential struggles, except perhaps the existential

struggle of rvomen, have elements that have the potential to split people

vertically.'I'his does not mean that identity stfuggles afe completelywrong.

It is only that identity stf uggles tequire a broad-based ideological foundation

and conscinusness. Seen from that perspective, it may be easief to

understand the limitations of caste-based identity movements.

These points become clearer if we analyze the Novembef 201,2 attacks

by Vanniyars on I)alits vrhen a l)alit youth, married a Vanniyat (backward

caste) gid in Nayakankottai village in Dharmapuri district, Tamil Nadu.

The area was once a hotbed of Naxalite movement in Dharmapuri district.

There rras a class unity between Dalits and Vanniyars during the period

when the Naxalite movementv/as stfong. As therewas unity and goodwill

between the oppressed castes, inter-caste maffiages took place without

any serious clisputes or attacks. .As the Naxalite movement was suppressed

and subsidecl, caste consciousness had gradually taken root thete which

tesultecl in the attacks on L)alits. Caste annihilation movements should

keep all these factofs in mind while building movements on caste issues

etc.

It is in this bnc4rouncl that we caflnot h+ but agfee with Teltumbde's

afgument that the unity between Shudtas, Dalits and all the toiling masses

can only be achieved on the basis of class onlv ancl not on thc basis of
caste.

\7e hope that Teltumbde's ptopositjons will serve as thc necessaty

impetus fbr the caste aflnihilation llrovement tcl totmulafc a sound

theoretical basis.

F{owever, we have to evaluate some of 'I'eltunbde'.s proposals to see

if they are as intense as proposed by hirn.

For example, he said, while talkrng about the conflicts zurcl caste

conflicts that have grown between the Shudras and thc l)alits, tlrat the

Brahmin castes have not dfuectly cornmittecl caste attacks in the last tbtu
decades. But the most brutal massacres wcre carriecl oLlt bv Ranvccr Sena

of Bhurnihars. Bhumihars are at present a caste airnost lilie Brahrnins. Did
he see the attacks by Ranveer Sena only as cizrshes bet$/ee11 Naxalites and

Bhunrihars? If you look at it like that then it is completelv contrary to
Teltumbde's atgument whete he saw caste even in the Nandigram struggle!

Most of the victims of Ranveer Sena's atrocities were Dalits. -fhcse attacks

were the result of a combination of land issue, porver issue rrnd upper

caste affogance.

!7hile criticizing the civil society that it is not paying enough attention

to the issue of caste attacks as much as it does against thc cc.rtnmunal

attacks, he compared the response of the civil society against thc Clujarat

pogrom to the response against the Ithaidanii attocitv. Thc cornparison

doesn't seem reasonable. It can be criticizecl without such a comparisor-r. It
is a fact that the scale of I(hairlanii atrocity call not be cotrpared to that

of the Gujaratpogrom.
Teltumbde makes a proposition that it is only Dalits that diecl in the

Nandigram struggle. One wonders if it is correct to look at it ir-r such a

manner. Because the grabbing of land in the narne of SIiZs or other
projects does not affect people caste-wise in other 2lreas except in the case

of the Adivasis. Families of all castes in those areils are affectccl. (Wha"tever

may be the case, it is difficult to accept this ar:ralysis unless there are rnore

details in this regard). Dalits generally belong ro landless farnilies. So when

people are displaced, naturally they are more affectecl than othcrs. llvcn in
matters of relocation, they definitely face mote irroblems and discrimination
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than others. A-[1 such other aspects associated with caste should be brought

out. But it is difficult to agree v,ith Teltumbde's comments in this regard

unless there are more details.

@ulrlished in the April2014 issue of Veekshanan, aTelagaMonthly

Magazine. In that article the crucial mistakes in the translation were also

written. But rve deleted th^t p^rt in this book.)

***
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