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Introductory Note 

This Volume (Volume No. XXV) contains 243 documents of the 
Communist Movement in India for the period 1994-96, a most 
important period in the contemporary political history of India. 

The New Economic Policy pursued by the Congress(!) 
Government headed by Narasimha Rao brought disastrous 
results affecting the whole Indian economy and the most high 
rate of inflation and the abnormal rise in the prices of essential 
commodities dragged the ordinary people to a miserable existence. 
Besides, the Narasimha Rao Government was immersed in corrup
tion and one after another scandal came out in the open. In the 
Political Resolution adopted in the 15th Party Congress of the 
CPl(M) held in Chandigarh on April 3-8, 1995, it was most 
emphatically stated that: 

"2.8 Economic liberalisation has unleashed a 
shocking level of corruption. It has become 
institutionalised and is brazenly practised. The multi
crore securities scam, the fraudulent disinvestment of 
public sector unit shares and the sugar scandal 
illustrate this degeneration. There is no accountability 
of ministers even when indicted by the enquiry reports. 
The Congress(!) Government has become synonymous 
with the loot of public funds." 

At the dictates of the World Bank/International Monetary Fund, 
the New Economic Policy was formulated and implemented by 
the Narasimha Rao Government and its disastrous consequences 
can be fairly measured from the observations made in the Political 
Resolution adopted in the 15th Party Congress of the CPl(M), 
quoted below: 
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"2.18 The economic policies have led to severe 
reverses for indigenous development of science and 
technology. In the name of globalisation and integrating 
with the world economy, the substantial progress in 
development of indigenous infrastructure is being 
systematically dismantled. The opening of the power 
sector to foreign capital is being done in such a manner 
as to undermine the BHEL which can provide power 
equipment at significantly cheaper rates than the 
imported equipment. Privatisation has meant the 
curtailment of the indigenous research and development 
programmes with the import liberalisation of all types 
of goods. The opening of the infrastructure and core 
areas to foreign capital further undermines the 
indigenous pace of development. The new policy in 
power, oil, mining and telecommunication will harm 
the development of indigenous technology apart from 
heavy cost of profit outflow due to highly inflated 
capital costs .... " 

"2.23 .... The price of rice and wheat through the 
fair price shops has almost doubled in the last 
three years. For instance, the price of rice which 
was Rs. 3.77 per kg. in 1991, has risen to Rs. 6.90 per kg. 
in 1994. In the case of wheat, it has increased 
from Rs. 2.80 per kg. to Rs. 4.27 per kg. in the same 
period ..... " 

"2.16 .... The total external debt (of India) stood at 
Rs. 2,83,000 crores by the end of 1993. The total internal 
debt (of India) stands at an enormous figure of 
Rs. 4,83,545 crores". 

"2.20 The nature of foreign investment that flows into 
India shows that the bulk of foreign funds is not coming 
in for productive investment but into the stock market. 
The 19 billion dollars foreign exchange reserve boasted 
of by the Rao Government actually comprises nearly 
two-thirds of 'hot-money' which can flow out of the 
country at any time depending on the speculative 
interest of the foreign financial institutions ..... " 
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The documents included in this Volume will reveal to its readers 
that our Party, CPI(M), played the leading role in uniting all Left 
and democratic forces in carrying on most effective struggles 
against the New Economic Policy of the Narasimha Rao 
Government and against its most treacherous role in surrendering 
to the GATT treaty. The massive Rally in New Delhi on April 5, 
1994 defying the police repression and all sorts of government 
imposed restrictive measures, will provide tangible proof to the 
effectiveness of this joint movement. The nationwide civil 
disobedience movement organised jointly by the CPI(M) and other 
Left and democratic parties in August-September, 1994 was a very 
sigmficant and more effective movement in exposing the 
Narasimha Rao's Government in regard to its New Economic 
Policy and surrender to the GATT treaty. During this civil 
disobedience movement, there was participation of 6.25 millions 
of people all over India, of whom 1.25 million volunteers courted 
arrests all over the country. 

Thus, the Congress(!) Government, headed by P.V. Narasimha ,,. 
Rao, lost its credibility and usefulness as the paramount political 
party of India and was relegated to the second position in terms of 
seats won by it in the 1996 Lok Sabha elections while the first 
position was secured by the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) though 
it failed to secure single-party-majority in the Lower House of the 
Indian Parliament. As the non-Congress(!) democratic parties in 
the Northern India states could not reconcile their differences and 
failed to fight the election battle unitedly, the division of votes 
helped BJP to win a sizable number of seats and become the biggest 
party in the Lok Sabha in 1996 elections. 

The President of India called BJP to form the government as it 
became the single-biggest party in the Lok Sabha in 1996. The 
government was formed by BJP but after remaining in government 
for thirteen days, it had to quit as it failed to secure majority support 
in the Lok Sabha. 

Thereafter, the Janata Dai was called by the President of India 
to form the Union Government. Twelve parties of the United Front 
requested the CPI(M) to participate in the U.F. Government 
and lead it with Jyoti Basu as the Prime Minister. The Central 
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Committee of the CPI(M) declined the offer but agreed to support 
it from outside through a Steering Committee. The new coalition 
government of Janata Dai, headed by Shri H.D. Deve Gowda, 
was formed with the support from Left Parties and Congress(!). 
The Congress(!) initially gave unqualified support to the 
Government of Jana~a Dai but, subsequently, they violated their 
own commitment. The Common Minimum Programme worked 
out jointly by the Left Parties and the Janata Dai was unique in its 
nature and the new coalition government was committed to 
implement it. Our Party, i.e., CPI(M), supported this coalition 
government from outside while CPI joined this government with 
two cabinet rank ministers. Despite vacillation in many spheres 
and tendency of some ministers inclined towards the New 
Economic Policy of the Narasimha Rao Government, this coalition 
government established a record of good performance and 
introduced for the first time the principle of 'co-operative 
federalism' recognising the rights and obligations of all individual 
states. 

The formation of coalition government by the Janata Dal had 
unravelled the fact that in Indian Parliamentary set-up formation 
of government on the basis of one-party-majority was no more 
feasible and the era of coalition government was the order of the 
day. This was a very big change in the political set-up of India. 

The Congress(!) supported the coalition government of Janata 
Dai to keep BJP away from the seat of power and also to avoid 
another Lok Sabha election in quick succession and this ushered 
in a new phase of struggle against the religion-based fascist party 
like BJP which is, in fact, the political platform of Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangha (RSS) the aim of which is to establish 
'Hindu Rashtra' in India. But the Congress(!) did not, subsequently, 
follow its anti-BJP stand consistently and honestly due to its inner
party strifes and contradictions and its extreme anxiety to keep 
the facts regarding various scandals that took place during 
Congress(!) Governments, concealed, and withdrew support from 
the coalition government of Janata Dai on baseless excuses leading 
the whole country to a great political uncertainty and a further 
Lok Sabha elections-the documents of which will be given in 
the next Volume of this series. 
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The biggest event of the Communist movement in India during 
this period was the 15th Congress of the CPl(M) held in Chandigarh 
on April 3-8, 1995 and all its documents are included in this 
Volume. The documents-'On Rectification Campaign', 'Review 
Report on 1996 General Elections', 'Polit Bureau on Post- Election 
Situation', CPl(M) Central Committee's statement 'On Joining 
the Government', CPl(M)'s Election Manifesto of 1996 Lok Sabha 
Elections, and, 'CPl(M)-CPI Joint Statement on Third 
Alternative'included in this Volume are most valuable in 
importance and political significance. 

The CPl(M) Central Committee's statement 'On the Role of 
West Bengal Left Front Government in the Context of New Economic 
Policy' is also an important document included in this Volume. 

This Volume also includes statements of the Polit Bureau and 
the Central Committee of the CPl(M) on important international 
ev~nts like the historic victory of the African National Congress, 
Israel-PLO Agreement, format10n of Government by Communist 
Party of Nepal (UML), Beijing Women's Conference, on 
provocation in Korean Peninsula, Proposal of Sri Lanka for 
Restoring Peace, Release of Aung San Suu Kyi by the Military 
Junta in Myanmar and others. 

The stand of the CPl(M) on important national developments 
as outlined in various statements of the Polit Bureau and the Central 
Committee are also included in this Volume. The various steps of 
the Chief Election Commissioner, damaging effects of the New 
Drug Policy of the Government of India, deployment of Indian 
Troops in Haiti and Somalia, proposal for entry of Multinationals 
in Insurance sector, foreign entry into Indian Print Media, on 
situation in Kashmir, on Union Government's Policy on Sugar, 
Urea Scam, Ms. Robin Raphel's Visit to India, Invasion of Foreign 
Banks in India, Telecom Deals, Cauvery Issue, on Disinvestment 
Schemes on Public Sector Undertakings, Indo-U.S. Military Pact, 
Enron Deal, various activities of VHP and BJP, on Charar-e-Sharif 
incident in Kashmir, on Bill for Reservation for Women, 
developments in Tripura, Kerala, West Bengal and other states
these are the major events on which documents are included in 
this Volume. 
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During this period, our Party, CPI(M), established more closer 
links with the Communist Parties of China, Cuba, Vietnam, 
North Vietnam, Russian Federation, France, Portugal, Italy, Greece, 
USA, Canada and Workers' Party of Bangladesh. This has 
tremendously enhanced the recognition and standing of CPI(M) 
as a consistent adherent of Marxism-Leninism, constantly 
endeavouring to build solidarity and unity of Communist Parties 
of various countries in today's situation. Our Party, CPI(M), carried 
on a consistent and a most vigorous campaign against U.S. 
interference in Cuba and was able to mobilise hundreds of 
thousands of people all over India. 

This Volume is a very useful compilation of political documents 
and I am confident that the readers will be greatly benefited by it. 

August 17, 1998 
(JYOTI BASU) 

Chief Editor. 



Foreword 

The period between 1994 and 1996 had seen the Congress(!) 
Government's drive towards capitulation before the !MF-World 
Bank dictates and allowing the multinationals a free hand even at 
the cost of indigenous industries. Nobody is today opposed to 
investment of foreign capital in areas where we need modem 
technology. The liberalised import policy, not balanced by matching 
exports, had contributed further to industrial sickness, closures, 
growing unemployment and rapid rise in prices, placing the burden 
of the 'development' on the shoulders of the common man. 

The Congress(I) Government also showed the disregard to the 
democratic institutions, judiciary and the Constitution. This period 
saw the Supreme Court returning to the President the reference, 
made under Article 143 of the Constitution, as to whether a Hindu 
religious structure ever existed on the site of the Bahri Masjid, as 
non-maintainable, thus reviving all the Ayodhya related cases 
pending in various courts of the land. The country also saw the 
government dithering on a pointed query as to whether it would 
abide by the apex court judgement. The Supreme Court had upheld 
the dismissal ofBJPGovemments in U.P., M.P., Himachal Pradesh 
and Rajasthan and also upheld the secularism as the basic structure 
of the Indian Constitution, defining secularism as the complete 
separation of religion and politics. These verdicts only vindicated 
the demand of the Left and secular parties that all Ayodhya related 
cases be clubbed together and referred to the apex court under 
Article 138(2) of the Constitution for a binding decision. 

Yet, the Congress(!) Government went on with its manoeuvring 
about formation of a trust with Hindu religious figures for 
construction of a temple on the very spot where Bahri Masjid stood. 
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It alienated the minorities funhelr_ HlD'"':t• eir_ 'the ;g~'emment 
appeared to have learnt no le§.~ fromm 'lbf'. cior.a.:k li1Jlf' l1he ruling 
party in the last Assembl) polls m IOO>!T".Jb.ar:m .Sl.41iLei... 

During this period. the BJP 5tre4iC~ ~ llll£ lllllllll.'Sielles lO raise 
once again the slogan of HinJili!lr\ .ai ft;;iutt 1tioi lr:rale Jl<;. JLJJL la b.a.d to face 
growing resistance from the ~le~ w.:Fuar 1t~cil2crn.<.m_ \\nile 
the BJP had not gi\"en up ats. s;n:;;p..'11!!11 w llib.e pO>--lL."7~ast new 
economic policies. it diJ DCJl ~ lllD> !be lhilirurmilJy supporting 
them. Without taking lea\ e off Dli 5<ahl5'f$.. Ilk B.. "P ~ out with a 
slogan of a 'SwadeshiAJtemJtJtnu.~·mmmur:g l!frae ~&is....lOOtent as a 
fallout of the new economK pDlll!IC~ The JFlf"l1P~·s peroeption of 
RSS slogan of s~ a&:s.hi a.-s. .a f~ ff1.0Xr !hh.~111Illlmg the poop le, 
might. at least,, panl) be ilie ~ •lln] iI1t W !f.aii.~ 10 move the 
masses. It is more e'(plicit tOOat} ttb ~lf-oo:e.. \\~1:t!tm moolhs. of its 
rule at the Centre, the BJP ~'5 ~ ~ ~_f"llttmg 111.S own 
'Swadeshi Plroges• ~ ithoot i31llllY ~lf!lJrS, ~t!n a e\lf'ml greater 
commitment to the neo-hhtir.111 ~ ~ lb-w 1tJbe n.w and - ~ 

World Bank. There are hter<il!!Jy ~ ~ e"\~ u'biida go to 
show that the BJP is oo-w1 puirs;nl!111!!l$. Uk ~~ oo...~ poihcy of 
the Con2ress(U Government •111lh ~4ttelrc~n ~ w lf'peas.e ... -
imperialism desper.:itely. 

Thanks to the Rao Gowmme·.nf's; '1!111!ttlrtt'!d.Jies.~'5 M llUlional 
unity was made subordtrutied to its. rcyimiK-41ll 1mu1mw~1u1'tt b lttping 
its narrow political intie.re:S;ts., ~ ·~ ~~Jill'QO<rame up 
in a big way in this peri()J .and dwe ~~ r; ("'1(11ue1nmmmt was 
exposed as a g_Q\?t!nunent of the~ ll1Ulllll lby ttlhe ~ 

With the growing rest~ (J)f d!lle ~Ge., llJhJe ~ll'Si \ndnm the 
Coogress(l) was assummg: <ttCllllle f!Olm\S. A:s; tthc Gomer.all Ellredion 
drew nearer~ for the first nme ;aittt I~ )~ ttlhJe ddNme inside 
1he Congress(!) lud !St.uted 00 ~ ·~ ~ ~ pailDci6. 
compromise w1lh rommun.alt.s.m :mid~ ir~ ~-

The eiedioo result$ in~·~ Sl!~!fe~\bJes; in early 
1996 •e&s a ~mter low hat the~ (!If mnng ~Ible anmmg in 
fimlwre_ The Coogiess;\I) f.a<oed .ainlQ.'S;t ~ ro4U!t an MJ!haurtih~ 
GmJl<W<ilt.. Amdnra,, ~ .and Bdw-. ~ ~(!) uiJ the 
BJJP were re]ICd!ed in Aodhr.a uJ K.amatt~.a •he.Ire tlhlc Telugu 
~illlld ttlbie J~ Dai g-.amed .a~'~ ~~vdy. 
•- u "lln~lr.Jl·dnttira.. Coim~:re,s,sdYs t.a.D.Uy head ~'l:llmte d1CJ•'lll from 
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150 to 80. For want of a viable secular alternative to the 
Congress(!), the BJP in Gujarat and the BJP-Shiv Sena combine 
in Maharashtra succeeded in cashing in on the people's discontent. 
In Orissa, the J anata Dai headed by B iju Patnaik earned hatred 
and distrust from the people who expressed their anger by reducing 
the Janata Dai strength from 123 to 46. In the absence of a Left 
and secular alternative, the people of Orissa voted for the 
Congress(!). In B1har, the Congress(!) and the BJP were united in 
thwarting the democratic process for different reasons but both 
were drubbed in the election. 

This period had also witnessed intense imperialist offensive. 
The prolonged recession in the advanced capitalist countries had 
belied all the claims put forward for capitalism as the only future 
for mankind. In the erstwhile sociahst countries, significant 
resistance was developing with people, being faced with hard 
reality, coming to the conclusion that the earlier system was better 
than the miseries which capitalism brought in. In fact, emerging 
from the ruins, the Communist Party of Russian Federation was 
growing fast to become a significant force in the Russian 
Parliament, the Duma. 

It was unfortunate that when the unity of the Left, democratic 
and secular forces was of utmost necessity to meet this challenge, 
the National Front-Janata Dai, in the absence of any coherent 
policy, began to disintegrate. Our Party then was faced with the 
task of mobilising people and strengthening the Left unity by its 
joint actions, trying to involve other secular forces as much as it 
was possible to do. It was on this basis that though not yet in a 
position to change the situation, the Party and the Left were able 
to exert some influence, with the result that the people beyond the 
purview of the Left began to look upon it with respect as a 
principled force. 

Our Party has been the only consistent and vocal opponent of 
the Rao Government's succumbing to U.S. pressure. Although, 
the BJP showed its disinclination to oppose the yoking of India's 
self-reliance, foreign policy and security interests with USA. The 
other bourgeois Opposition parties have been least concerned about 
the relentless U.S. pressure on our economic sovereignty. 
Therefore, our Party and the Left would have to carry on exposing 
the government, mobilise patriotic opinion and conduct anti
imperialist struggles. 
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It was in this background that the Party Congress met in 
Chandigarh from April 3-8, 1995. Though the current political 
situation was extremely complex, the atmosphere inside the 
Congress(!) exuded confidence and determination to strengthen 
the Left, democratic and secular forces to meet the challenges. 

As compared to the 14th Congress, some changes in a pos1t1ve 
direction in the international situation had taken place. In Hungary, 
Bulgaria, Poland and several former Republics of USSR the 
erstwhile Communists were replacing the counter-revolutionary 
forces that had overtaken the socialist power. That did not imply 
that the process was getting reversed but it slowed down the IMF
dicated reforms and undertook some pro-people measures. Belying 
the dream of the imperialists to turn back the wheel of history
China, Vietnam, Cuba and North Korea, were developing their 
own forms and structure to pursue the socialist path. In the rest of 
the world, the Communist movement had started asserting itself. 
The old euphoria at the so-called collapse of communism had 
receded into the background because of the prolonged recession 
in capitalist countries, the growing resistance among the workmg 
class of these countries-both developed as well as developmg
and the increasing contradictions between the imperialist countnes 
themselves. 

The discontent against the growing hardships of the people in 
some of the advanced capitalist countries resulted in the defeat of 
the ruling parties. The right-wing Freedom Alliance in Italy got 
defeated by the centre-Left Olive Tree Alliance. The Commumst 
Refoundation Party of Italy increased its votes from 6 to 8.6 per 
cent. In Greece, the Social Democratic Party won a majority and 
the Communist Party and the Left Alliance increased its popular 
support. After 30 years of uninterrupted rule, the Liberal 
Democratic Party of Japan failed to get absolute majority. The 
Communist Party of Japan increased its strength remarkably. The 
wave of anti-government militant actions rocked Indonesia during 
this period and Suhaqo dictatorship was threatened. The popular 
movement has forced Suharto to quit power recently. 

People's protest against the nee-liberal economic policies 
., .... ,,.ri!lllv in the third world countries were also beint! manifested 
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The election results and the protest movements illustrated the 
change in Eastern Europe too. With the growing exploitation of 
the third world countries, the non-aligned movement was required 
to reorient itself to provide a countervailing force to the desperate 
efforts of imperialism for a new world order and play the role to 
put a resistance to the blatant attempts of the United States of 
America with a view to enforcing its will over the world. But the 
11 th Non-Aligned Summit held in Cartegena in Columbia in 
October 1995 showed its vacillations and failed to concentrate its 
fire against this menacing drive. 

However, most of the issues confronting the third world 
countries, i.e., reducing the debt burden, free flow of technology 
and trade without protectionism, democratisation of U .N ., 
disarmament, found ment10n in the declaration. Thus, the 
contradiction with the third world and imperialism was growing 
unabated. 

The Party Congress reiterated that the central contradiction in 
today's world still remams between the imperialism and Socialism 
with the U.S. imperialism doing its utmost to defeat the Cuban 
revolution. It was also exerting pressure on North Korea over the 
nuclear inspection issue and issuing threats to China on trade related 
economic issues. Despite the renewed U.S. offensive, resistance 
was also developing. The international support and solidarity 
which rallied behind Cuba was significant factor in thwarting U.S. 
imperialist designs. Our Party trained in an international outlook, 
expressed its solidarity with the socialist countries. We took the 
lead in campaigning for solidarity with Cuba. Similarly, we 
expressed our solidarity with North Korea where the U.S., using 
the nuclear reactor issue, was trying to intervene. 

With regard to the international situation, an important point 
highlighted was the failure of the Party to implement the assurance 
of an in-depth study of the cause of the serious setbacks to 
Socialism and the disintegration of the Soviet Union. Though the 
resolution on "Certain Ideological Issues" which was discussed at 
the Madras Congress had provided guidelines for analysing the 
causes, the 14th Congress had felt this insufficient to enrich the 
ideological understanding of the Party ranks. The 15th Congress 
renewed the need for extensive study on such vital questions of 
twentieth century and draw our own lessons. 
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Elaborately analysing the national economic and political 
situation, we warned that the danger from the communal forces 
could be underestimated only at a heavy cost, since, taking the 
country as a whole, the BJP had emerged as the second biggest 
party in the country bidding for power at the Centre. Under no 
ctrcumstances would the BJP be allowed to capture power at the 
Centre and we must rally all the Left, secular and democratic forces 
to oppose this. If this force is allowed to grow, it will disrupt the 
unity of the working class, peasantry, agricultural workers and 
other toiling sections. Without doubt the compromising role of 
the Congress(I) was mainly responsible for this growth of the BJP 
While the Left had carried out a consistent struggle against the 
communal forces by arousing the people to be on guard against 
this danger and appealing to their patriotism, the Congress(!) had 
always encouraged and placated these forces. The role of the 
Congress(!) in the Babri Masjid/Ram Jammabhoomi controversy 
and its ultimate betrayal were clear examples of this. Both the 
Congress(!) and the BJP ignore the fact that the Indian people are 
basically patriotic, and will not tolerate machinations weakening 
the secular ideology. 

As regards separatist movements, the ruling party had failed to 
go to the roots of the problems of Kashmir, Assam and the North
East. Their only solution was administrative measures, using the 
para-military forces and the army to suppress the terrorist activities. 
The Congress(!) Party had also failed to utilise the discontentment 
of the people against the extremists and was instead pursuing a 
course which only aggravated the situation. 

The Party Congress pointed out that the only situation to the 
problem in Kashmir lies in protecting the identity of the Kashmiri 
people, and this can be done by srengthening Article 370 and 
ensuring the autonomy of Kashmir. The same applies for the North
East. The government should draw the necessary lessons and fulftl 
the aspiration of the people of Nagaland, Manipur and Assam, and 
stop wasting public money mainly on the armed forces to deal 
with the situation. 

An inevitable result of the capitalist path of development pursued 
by the ruling classes is not only widening the disparity between 
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the rich and poor but also causing accrescent uneven development 
across regions. Certain areas in the country have remained awfully 
neglected and backward. This has resulted in their urge and demand 
for separate States. The government must realise that unless the 
backwardness is overcome and their aspiration fulfilled, no 
solutions are possible. Their demand in this respect can be primarily 
redressed through the setting up of autonomous councils in each 
of these regions-Uttarakhand, Jharkhand and Chattisgarh. 

The tribals are suffering in a similar fashion; misled, the 
exploitation and repression against them continue on a greater 
scale. The Party Congress had decided that our Party must 
concentrate on the problems of the tribals along with those of the 
Scheduled Castes, to defend them and demand autonomous 
councils in the contiguous areas where the tribals reside. 

A good debate also took place on the OBCs. In years, there had 
been a new awakening among them to overcome their 
backwardness. The Party had endorsed the 27 per cent reservation 
as recommended in the Mandal Report. It had also stated that the 
creamy layer should not avail of this concession at the cost of the 
poorer sections. If, however, vacancies remain, they can be filled, 
if necessary, even from the creamy layer. 

There are certain political forces, however, which in reflecting 
the demand of the OBCs are distorting it to perpetuate the caste 
division among the toiling people. This will prove very dangerous, 
because it not only disrupts the unity of the toiling people, but 
also because all those belonging to the upper castes are not well
off. They include poor sections as well, for example, the so-called 
upper castes of Uttarakhand are mostly engaged in menial jobs. 
The Party Congress warned against perpetuation of caste divisions 
and disruption of the democratic movement which would only 
provide a strong base for the disintegrating forces. 

The main debate in the Political Resolution centered round the 
direction of the movement and it appeared that some confusion 
exi~ted. Three types of alternatives were mentioned in the 
Resolution and their place in pursuing the tactical line. The first 
of three was the People's Democratic Front which alone can achieve 
the People's Democratic Revolution, a long range perspective to 
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complete the stage of the democratic revolution and march to the 
ultimate goal of Socialism. This is a strategic objective fighting 
for which requires a class alliance of the working class, peasantry, 
petty bourgeoisie, based on the worker-peasant alliance, led by 
the working class. The building of this front requires a radi~al 
change in the correlation of class forces when the working class 
will be able to acquire leadership. Only when this strategical line 
is forged can we claim to be on the verge of revolution. This 
perspective must be kept in mind and all other slogans in the interim 
period are directed to achieve this objective. 

Secondly, it is the interim slogan of the Left Democratic Front 
which can be termed as a tactical slogan. This Front will lead to 
the achievement of the People's Democratic Front. The only 
difference between the two fronts (the People's Democratic Front 
and Left Democratic Front) is that, in the latter, the leadership of 
the working class is not yet ensured. In other words, the process of 
advancing from one to the other involves bringing about the 
necessary change in the correlation of class forces that ensures the 
leadership of the working class. It is possible that during this 
process the bourgeoisie may itself split with some sections forming 
new parties at the national or regional level. They may even join 
with the Left on the basis of a minimum programme which could 
eventually emerge as an alternative to the bourgeois landlord 
parties. 

However, at the present moment, neither the People's 
Democratic Front nor the Left Democratic Front can be 
immediately realised but to be realised as a tactical slogan which 
ultimately helps achieve the strategic goal of the people's 
democratic revolution. The requisite conditions for reaching this 
stage can be created through mass actions by the Party and the 
Left as a whole, with class struggle as the motive force. 

This Front is not the immediate alternative because as yet the 
correlation of class forces is not in our favour. Then how should 
we meet this complex situation where on the one hand, in the wake 
of ~~litical instability, the Congress(!) was pursuing economic 
pohc1es endangering economic independence, and on the other, 
the BJP with like-minded groups was posing a grave threat to 
national unity? 
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To meet both these challenges from the BJP and the Congress(!) 
requires, huge fight against both, rallying the secular forces along 
with Left, where the slogan of unity of Left and secular forces 
presents an electoral alternative, Knowing the limitations of the 
secular parties, we continue to warn them to have a cohesive 
programme because of the bad experience the people have had to 
them in the past. In spite of the victory of the BJP in the Western 
States, by and large, the country would not like the BJP to rule, 
aware of the consequences it would pose to national unity. Such a 
situation would strengthen the forces of fundamentalism even 
inside the minorities where each would supplement and comple
ment the other. Given the huge size of the minority community, 
these forces would be bound to disrupt national unity. 

While the Party Congress decided that both the Congress(!) and 
the communal forces would have to be defeated by rallying the 
Left and secular forces, the question was asked, which is the main 
enemy? The answer to this will depend on the concrete situation, 
of which force at a particular moment comes to the fore. How does 
this assertion of ours come true today can be ascertained by the 
present-day reality when BJP constitutes the main danger after its 
assumption of state power early this year. 

The people would like a Left and secular alternative, but the 
secular parties were not clear on their economic objectives, or 
sufficiently aware of the dangers arising from the Centre's 
economic policies. We have to constantly warn them that the 
people would not repose their confidence in them unless the 
objective of social justice was kept in mind, not only with 
regard to the castes but in regard to the general poverty and 
backwardness without tackling which no political party could 
rally the people. 

We were confident that, with the developing crisis in the 
Congress(!), the rising prestige and initiative of the Left would 
succeed in advancing this limited objective. The Party Congress 
gave the clarion call in this respect. 

But, as the debate in the Congress emphasised, on the basis of 
the three years of experience, even to achieve this, a further 
increase in the influencP. of thP T .Pft i..: nPrP..:..:'1rv n'1rtir11forlu nf 



(xxiv) Documents of The Communist Movement in India 

our Party. This can be done through unleashing mass struggles and 
movements against the economic policies, against communalism 
and in defence of secularism. To that end, we must consolidate the 
mass organisations of the working class, peasants, ,agricultural 
labourers, youth and students, women, employees, and from these 
struggles draw the militant cadres into the Party. 

The 15th Congress specially debated on the state of Party 
organisation, essential for developing the mass movements and 
mass organisations, building Left unity and uniting the different 
forces to meet the challenges in the trying situation. In 1978, the 
slogan of building a mass revolutionary party was formulated in 
Salkia Plenum. The 15th Congress called upon to carry this 
forward by strengthening the Party ideologically and expanding 
its mass influence. A mass revolutionary party does not mean 
enrolment of mass membership. The membership of the 
revolutionary party will grow with the growth of revolutionary 
consciousness and political development of its cadre. Thereby, it 
expands its mass base. The debate outlined the big gap existing 
between the Party's prestige acquired through interventions on all 
the political and social issues coming before the nation, and the 
weak Party organisation. Unless this lag was overcome, it was 
stressed, we would not be able to dischrage our responsibilities 
and tum the tables on the bourgeois-landlord regime. Otherwise, 
our intervention would be limited to temporary interventions to 
ward off immediate dangers. The 14th Party Congress at Madras 
had discussed the organisational shortcomings and deviations of 
serious nature and stressed the need for correcting them with 
sustained effort. Yet, such tendencies and weaknesses continued to 
manifest themselves in the Party. Certain deviations from the 
principle of democratic centralism, liberalism or over-centrali
sation, criticism and self-criticism had been seriously noted. 

The Party Congress also noted that with the decentralisation, a 
very large number of elected posts had been created at every 
layer of administration. The lure of these posts, particularly in 
West Bengal where we are in office for nearly two decades and in 
Kerala, was leading to parliamentary deviations among Partymen. 
This apart, certain bourgeois vices are also creeping into the Party 
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with some cadres opting for an easy hfe etc. Notwithstanding the 
usual corrective measures thereabouts, the Party Congress had 
warned that, bemg a revolutionary Party, it cannot allow any scope 
for such tendencies and deviations. It emphasised that each post 
assigned to any Party member has to be considered as a job to 
intensify the class struggle to achieve our goal. No assignment or 
post should be considered a life-long one-the only permanency 
is the dedication of the revolutionary to the sacred cause to serve 
the objective of a people's revolution. 

Certain factional tendencies were also noted, particularly in 
Kerala and to a certain extent in West Bengal. The Congress 
decided that the factional tendencies must be terminated and no 
quarter be given to those who indulge in factionalism. The Party is 
based on the principle of democratic centralism--every member 
has a say in the formulation of policy and raising any political
ideological or organisational issues. Once a decision is taken no 
one is allowed to play a disruptive role. The Congress authorised 
the Central Committee to take firm action to weed out 
factionalism, and also federalism wherever and at whatever level 
it emerges. 

There should be no hesitation in eliminating these tendencies 
emerging inside the Communist Party. The Party is judged 
not only for its outlook based on the historical-dialectical 
materialist philosophy but also its outlook on life as dedicated 
revolutionaries. 

The Political-Organisational Report of the 15th Congress 
reviewed that, 'The majority of the Party members have been 
recruited during the last decade. Though we have made some 
attempts to educate the Party members and to raise their political
organisational consciousness, they are not sufficient to meet the 
situation. There is also need to re-educate the old Party members. 
The education of the new entrants to the Party and the reeducation 
of the old comrades should be a continuous process. Political 
education is not confined to political classes alone. It includes 
self-study, participation in discussions, attending general body 
meetings and public meetings, participation in campaigns, 
struggles, and political propaganda, etc. The organisational 
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review report of the state conferences reveal that a considerable 
percentage of the Party members are not attending Party branches 
regularly or getting involved in Party activities constantly and 50 
per cent of the branches, etc., are not functioning properly. The 
lower level of political-organisational consciousness of the Party 
members, the existence of a considerable number of inactive Party 
members, the defective functioning of a large number of Party 
branches, etc., are restricting the Party s attempts at expansion. 
This state of affairs is also responsible for making the Party 
members vulnerable to bourgeois ideological influences. There 
are also reasons for bourgeois organisational practices like 
factionalism, individualism, careerism, corruption, parliamentary 
opportunism and wrong style of work creeping into the Party." 

Therefore, it stressed, "The Party members and units should 
always keep intimate and live contact with the people, take up 
their problems, give class orientation to the issues, organise 
campaigns and struggles for the redressal of their grievances, etc. 
Party members should behave well with the people and live as one 
among them. They teach the people and also learn from them. 
Communists should always try to strengthen collective 
functioning and should not show any sort bossism towards the 
people. 

"Lack of proper political and organisational education and the 
alien ideological influences are responsible for the erosion of 
Communist standards. Some Comrades and units are imitating the 
style of functioning of bourgeois parties and are affected by 
bourgeois vices. 

"Corruption has become a problem particularly in a state hke 
West Bengal where we have been the ruling Party for over 
17 years. There can be no compromise with corrupt elements as 
they will corrode the revolutionary character of the Party. The 
Party members and units should show extreme vigilance against 
this menace and weed out such elements. 

"We have to initiate a rectification campaign in the Party to 
eradicate the reformist style of functioning and all the 
accompanying bourgeois vices. All Party units should make a self
critical review of the present situation and should start rectifying 



Foreword (xxv1i) 

the defects and shortcomings." The new Central Committee, after 
elaborate discussion, concretised the document for rectification 
campaign after the Party Congress. The entire Party had taken up 
campaign seriously. Even though it did not produce the desired 
result, it indicates the lines on which we will have to revitalise our 
organisational work in striving to discharge the stupendous 
political tasks facing our Party ahead. 

In the aftermath of l 5th Party Congress, many important 
developments had taken place till the end of 1996, which in 
various counts confirmed the direction of the political analysis 
made by the Party Congress. 

Before the general elections in April-May 1996, the ruling party 
was trying to recover some of the lost ground by announcing a 
series of popular schemes and sops to the electorate. But it was 
next to impossible to white wash the record for brazen and 
rampant corruption of the Congress(!) government, the record of 
the horrible fallout of the IMP-World Bank dicated new economic 
policies and its shameless record of compromise with communal 
and divisive forces. Added to this was the factional infighting 
inside the Congress(!). On the whole, the ruling party stood 
exposed and discredited. The position of the unmasked BJP, which 
was frantically, after making alliances with any regional party, 
was no better. As a matter of fact, the people were displaying their 
willingness to support a secular alternative to the Congress(!) by 
not falling prey to the communal appeal of the.BJP. 

In order to present an effective third alternative to the 
Congress(!) and the BJP, it is our Party that took the initiative to 
broaden the unity of the democratic and secular forces. Due to the 
lack of coherence and consistency in the Janata Dal, the sincere 
effort for unity was hampered to an extent. 

The poll offered a fractured result, for no single party or 
combination could assume power on its own. It led to a new 
situation with the decisive defeat suffered by the ruling Congress(!) 
which got the lowest percentage of votes and seats since the first 
general election in 1952 and menacingly the BJP had emerged as 
the single-largest party, though far away from mustering majority. 
The non-Congress(!), non-BJP secular parties constituted a 
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signficant bloc in the Lok Sabha. In the given situation, as no party 
or combination was in a position to dominate the scene, the 
regional parties had acquired a crucial role to play. 

We reviewed the results of the election in depth and self
critically evaluated our performance which was very important m 
the continuing phase of political developments in the country. 
This self-critical estimation prompted our Central Committee to 
translate into action the 15th Congress call for a rectification 
campaign within the Party to remove wrong trends and defects 
within the organisation, as stated above. 

The developments relating to staking the claim to form the 
government by the BJP and its allies constituted a dangerous 
signal for the whole country. Our Party resolved to make all 
efforts to rally all the non-Congress(!) secular parties m order to 
forge a broad-based combination which could stake its claim to 
form the government which the Congress(!) could support from 
outside. The Party expressed itself against any coalition 
government with the Congress_(!) as it would be counter to the 
anti-Congress(!) verdict given by the people. 

When the BJP was making all efforts to placate the regional 
parties, it was primarily our efforts which helped to rally them. 
The DMK, the Tamil Manila Congress, the TOP and the AGP 
came together and decided to join the wider formation. It was this 
alliance which was named the United Front and which elected 
Deve Gowda, the then Karnataka Chief Minister, as leader of the 
alliance. The final decision of the President, after a long 
confusion, led to the formation of the 13-day aberration of the BJP 
government which did not have the confidence of the majority in 
the Lok Sabha and which was only banking on the hope that 
having formed the government, it could allure some of the secular 
regional parties and organise large-scale defections even from the 
Congress(!). Its failure to materialise the ill-design led to the 
formation of the United Front government. Indeed, the success in 
uniting all the non-Congress(!) secular parties, in which our Party 
played a key role, resulted in the fall of the BJP government in less 
than two weeks and the formation of the United Front 
government. 
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As a framework for the governments policies to be pursued, 
the United Front set up a Steering Committee and adopted a 
Common Minimum Programme. Whtie the Common Minimum 
Programme had a positive content on issues such as secularism, 
Centre-State relations, commitment to social equality and 
democratisation of the polity, however, in the key areas of the 
economy, the thrust was towards carrying forward the liberation 
policies of the Congress(!) government contrary to the principled 
stand of the Left. The Congress(!) was compelled to support the 
government unconditionally from outside. With the invitation of 
all participating parties in the United Front extended to our Party, 
the question of leading and participating in the government came 
up for discussion and debate at our Central Committee which met 
twice to adopt the tactical line to be followed. After elaborate 
deliberations, we came to the conclusion with the majority 
decision to decline the offer and support the government 
wholeheartedly from outside. While extending overall support 
being in the Steering Committee and pushing for implementation 
of the posillve features of the Common Minimum Programme, we 
had also maintained our independent positions to support or 
demarcate on specific issue~. 

In the situation of tardy implementation of the Common 
Mmimum Programme, the fractures and bickering in the Janata Dai, 
infighting in the Congress(!) organisation and the multiplying 
problems of the United Front government, the Cemtral Committee 
of our Party in its meeting in October 1996 underlined the tasks: 

"There is no doubt that the important task of fighting 
communalism remains and will continue to remain one of the 
main tasks till we are able to bring some change in the correlation 
of forces and in this respect isolation of the BJP and forging 
cooperation with other secular forces will remain on the agenda. 
Secondly, the old economic policies being pursued are throwing 
more burdens on the people and providing more facilities to the 
foreign monopoly houses to m~ke inroads in all spheres of our 
economic life. Unless we put up a stiff resistance against them, we 
will be only tailing behind the bourgeois parties. It is necessary to 
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build up broad resistance to the economic policies so that the 
communal forces are not able to utilise the discontent created for 
reactionary purposes. We will be able to make use of this situation 
by strengthening Left and democratic forces." 

This period saw rapid change in the situation and tactical 
political line, thus evolved, of our Party and also of the different 
parties and combinations. This Volume will definitely help the 
readers understand and assess the stand of the CPl(M) in the 
complex situation. 

August 15, 1998 

*-/~~~~ 
(Harkishan Singh Surjeet) 

General Secretary 
Communist Party of India (Marxist) 
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[f] 
Polit Bureau on Scam Culprits* 

Statement Dated January 1, 1994 Issued to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) denounces the attitude of the 
Congress(!) Government and Prime Minister Narasimha Rao 
towards the Joint Parhamentary Committee reriort on the 
securiues scam. The ruling party has come out brazenly in 
defence of all those indicted by the JPC report as being 
accountable in the worst corruption scandal since independence. 
The action taken by the Prime Minister in rejecting the Finance 
Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh's resignation has struck a blow at 
the concept of a minister's accountabihty for gross failure of his 
ministry to check such a mind-boggling swindle of public funds. 
The orchestrated campaign by big business and foreign lending 
agencies in defence of the Finance Minister shows how powerful 
vested interests, bent upon undermining India's economic 
sovereignty, are active to cover up the loot of public funds in the 
name of liberalisation and deregulation. 

The Congress(!) has gone to the extent of shamelessly 
defending the other ministers indicted by the JPC report such as 
Shankaranand and Rameshwar Thakur. Its spokesman 
Mr. Gadgil's criticism of the JPC's indictment of the two 
Ministers shows utter contempt for the unanimous report 
submitted by the JPC and for parliamentary democracy itself. The 
multi-thousand crore swindlmg of public funds caused by the 
Narasimha Rao Government's policies cannot be covered up by 
such Congress(!) machinations. The people will demand 
punishment for all those guilty for the scam and a movement to 
expose them must be pursued vigorously both inside and outside 
parliament. 

*Published m PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, Januacy 9, 1994. 



CPl(M) Opposes Malhotra 
Commission's Recommendations* 

Statement Dated January 8, 1994 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) expresses its strong opposition to 
the recommendations made by the Malhotra Committee for 
reforms in the insurance industry. The Malhotra Committee has 
recommended the privatisation of the insurance industry 
including Life Insurance. The proposals range from allowing 
private companies to enter the insurance industry to allowing 
foreign insurance companies also to operate in India. It is well
known that both the IMF and the United States of America have 
been exercismg pressure for opening up the entire financial sector 
including the insurance companies to foreign capital and for 
privatisation. The Malhotra Committee was constituted only to 
formalise these conditionalities. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) calls upon the entire working 
class movement and all forces opposed to the erosion of India's 
economic sovereignty to unitedly oppose these retrograde and 
dangerou~ recommendations. 

The Narasimha Rao Government must be forced not to 
proceed with the privatisation of the insurance industry by 
building up a powerful united movement. 

*Published m PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, January 16, 1994. 



Shiv Sena's Attacks on Dalits* 

Statement Dated January 10, 1994 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The naming of the Marathwada University in Dr. Ambedkar's 
name had been Jong overdue and the decision taken has been 
weJcomed by a11 political parties and progressive social opinion. 
The only exception has been the Shiv Sena, an a11y of the BJP. 
The virulent opposition of the Shiv Sena to the renaming of the 
university stems from its rabid anti-DaJit character. In the bandh 
ea]] given in the Marathwada region, the Shiv Sena has launched 
vicious attacks on the DaJit community and many houses have 
been burnt down. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) strongly condemns the 
reactionary stand of the Shiv Sena and ca11s upon all demo
cratic forces to unitedly counter the provocative activities of 
Bal Thackeray and his cohorts in the Marathwada region. It cans 
upon the Maharashtra State Government to take firm steps to 
curb an attempts to provoke caste riots and to perpetrate atrocities 
on the DaJit community. 

*Pubhshed m PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY". New Delhi, January 23, 1994. 



Polit Bureau on Invasion of 
Foreign Banks in India* 

Statement Dated January 20, 1994 Issued to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) demands the cancellation of the 
decision to allow the Bank of America and three other foreign 
concerns to set up financial companies in India. The Bank of 
America is one of the four foreign banks indicted by the Joint 
Parliamentary Committee in the securities scam. The JPC had 
recommended the suspension of the licences of these foreign 
banks to operate in the country. 

In utter contempt of the JPC, the Finance Minister, 
Dr. Manmohan Singh, has presided over the meeting which 
cleared the proposal of the Bank of America. The attitude of the 
Finance Minister underlines once more his commitment to 
foreign finance capital to the detriment of India's economic 
sovereignty. The Polit Bureau calls upon all democratic forces to 
oppose the opening up of the financial sector to foreign banks and 
companies. 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, January 23, 1994 



Polit Bureau on Santosh Dev's 
Threat* 

Statement Dated January 21, 1994 Issued to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) strongly condemns the 
outrageous statement of Santosh Mohan Dev, Union Minister of 
State for Steel, that the Left Front Government in Tripura would 
be overthrown. This statement cannot be construed just as a 
vicious outburst by an irresponsible politician. The fact that the 
person is a Union Minister and as such very much part of the 
Central Government, and that he used words like we will find out 
how the government should be dismissed, clearly indicate the 
seriousness of the threat. The minister's disclosure that the Union 
Home Minister, S.B. Chavan will be visiting the state to study the 
law and order situation also confirms the existence of a sinister 
plan hatched by the Central Government and the Congress(!). 
The CPl(M) had earlier exposed the role of the Governor of 
Tripura, Romesh Bhandari, who, from the very outset, had been 
functioning more as a Congress(!) leader than as a constitutional 
head and openly expressed his hostile intentions towards the 
elected government. Santosh Mohan Dev's threat is only an 
extension, more senous in nature, of the game initiated by the 
Governor with the implicit guidance from the Centre. 

The Polit Bureau warns that all efforts to destabilise the elected 
Government of Tripura, enjoying an absolute majority, will be 
firmly opposed by all democratic forces. The Polit Bureau calls 
upon the Left and democratic forces and those who are interested 
in upholding the basic democratic principles to condemn this 
sinister move. 

*Published m PEOPLES DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, January 30, 1994. 



Polit Bureau on U.S. Interference 
in India's Affairs* 

Statement Dated January 23, 1994 Issued to Press 

President Clinton's reply to a U.S. Congressman on Punjab 
betrays the same outlook as his letter on Kashmir. Both have scant 
regard for India's territorial sovereignty and obliquely encourage 
the secessionist forces. On Punjab, Clinton has raised the 
dangerous concept of protecting "Sikh rights", which will 
encourage the Khalistanis. There is no word of condemnation of 
the brutal terrorist outrages. 

The Narasimha Rao Government must make it amply clear that 
the stance of the American President is inimical to India's 
interests and protest this gratuitous interference in India's internal 
affairs and encouragement to secessionist forces on the pretext of 
concern for human rights. 

*Published in 'PEOPLES DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, January 30, 1994. 



Buta Singh Affair Strikes at 
Secularism* 

Statement Dated January 29, 1994 Issued by 
Harkishan Singh Surjeet, General Secretary 
of The CPl(M) to Press 

The appearance before the Akal Takht and the acceptance by 
Shri Buta Singh of the "punishment" awarded by the high priests 
will only help strengthen the forces of fundamentalism and those 
who want to establish the supremacy of religious authority over 
the secular affairs of the state. 

It is strange that Buta Singh has found it necessary, after more 
than nine years, to realise his "mistakes" while in government. It 
is not an issue of a personal act violating religious tenets but a 
minister acting as part of a government. If anything, it is the 
government which is accountable for its policies to the people and 
not any individual minister to a religious body. 

Our Party had been critical of the way the extremist movement 
was handled by the Centre leading to the Operation Blue Star and 
its consequences. But this cannot be a cover for the anti-national 
activities of the extremists backed by Pakistan. The high priests 
and the Akali leadership never denounced those who amassed 
weapons inside the Golden Temple or misused the place for 
terrorism. Nor did they take action against those who desecrated 
the holy place during Operation Black Thunder. They never took 
action against those who massacred innocents aided by the 
Pakistani rulmg circles. This stance cannot be justified on the 
basis of any religious principles. 

The current action of Buta Singh in following the high priests' 
injunction strikes at secularism. It underlines all the more the 
need for separation of religion and the state and politics. 

*Published m 'PEOPLES DEMOCRACr, New Delhi, February 6, 1994. 



Polit Bureau Condemns Price 
Increases* 

Statement Dated February 1, 1994 Issued to Press 

The Narasimha Rao Government has dealt another vicious blow 
at the people, particularly the urban and rural poor, by savagely 
increasing the price of wheat and rice supplied through the public 
distribution system. The enormous increase of 72 paise per 
kilogram of wheat and Re. 1 to Rs. 1.30 per kilogram for rice is a 
calculated attempt to drastically reduce the food subsidy provided 
by the Centre. This is the step by step implementation of the IMF
World Bank conditionalities to do away with the public 
distribution system and bring the regulated prices on par with the 
free market prices. Coming on top of the hike in sugar prices, this 
Rs. 2,000 crore additional burden has to be borne by the people. 

This attack on the people must not go unchallenged. The 
Congress(!) Government and the Prime Minister, who is now at 
Davos to woo multinational corporations, must be told in no 
uncertain terms that they cannot rule by depriving the poor of 
food. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) calls for vigorous and 
sustained protest movements to get this price increase annulled. It 
calls upon all its Party units to launch protest actions immediately 
from February 3 to 10 and mobilise public opinion against this 
anti-people onslaught. 

*Published in 'PEOPLES DEMOCRACY , New Delhi, February 6, 1994 



CPl(l\1) Opposes Increase of 
Sugar Price* 

Statement Dated January 28, 1994 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) 
condemns the decision of the Central Government to increase the 
price of levy sugar by 75 paise per kg. This follows the steep 
increase made in February last year when the price of sugar was 
increased by Rs. 1.40 per kg. This announcement by the 
Narasimha Rao Governme11t 1.stypical of the spate of pre-budget 
price hikes which are being resorted to every year. The rise in the 
price of sugar through the public distribution system will add 
another burden on the poor and needy. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) demands the cancellation of 
this price increase of sugar and calls upon the Rao Government to 
desist from adding further burdens on an already suffering 
people. 

*Published m PEOPLES DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, February 6, 1994. 



Polit Bureau Against Use of TADA 
in Kerala* 

Statement Dated February 15, 1994 Issued to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly condemns the 
authoritarian act of the UDF Government in Kerala of invoking 
the provisions of the TADA against the activists of the CPI(M) 
in Kannur district. The unpopular Karunakaran Government, 
finding itself isolated from the people, is making use of the 
provisions of the TADA to suppress the democratic expression of 
the people's opinion against the anti-people policies of both the 
Centre and the State Governments. 

When TADA was introduced in Parliament, it was made clear 
~y· the Union Government that the Act is meant to tackle the 
extraordinary situation created by the terrorists and would not be 
used against the activists of political parties. The Karunakaran 
Government did not invoke the provisions of the TADA when the 
communal forces in Kerala let loose a reign of terror in certain 
parts of the state after the Ayodhya incidents. This blatant use of 
the provisions of the TADA against the activists of the CPI(M) 
exposes the authoritarian character of the UDF Government. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) appeals to all democratic 
forces in the country to come forward to oppose this heinous 
attack on democracy and democratic rights. 

*Published in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, February 20, 1994. 



On Bihar Rajya Sabha Elections* 

Statement Dated February 16, 1994 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

For nearly two decades, the CPI(M) has been sincerely supporting 
the CPI candidates for the Rajya Sabha and Legislative Council 
elections in Bihar with a view to strengthening Left unity and 
sending Left representatives to these Houses. However, in the 
elections to the Rajya Sabha this year, negating all the previous 
assurances, the CPI leadership had unilaterally decided to field 
their candidate. Strangely, they did not even consider discussing 
with the CPI(M) before taking this decision. The CPI(M), 
therefore, had decided to field its candidate for the Rajya Sabha 
elections. Even after this, the CPI's intransigence continues. The 
CPI will do well to recollect that with a mere six legislators in 
West Bengal, the CPI has been regularly sent to the Rajya Sabha, 
in the interests of Left unity. The attitude of the Bihar state unit of 
the CPI is not only inimical to Left unity but borders on 
disruption. 

However, given the political situation in Bihar, the CPI(M), 
with its consistent and principled position of defeating both the 
Congress(!) and the BJP, would not like to create any opportunity 
that can be utilised by these forces for their advantage. Under 
these circumstances, the CPI(M) Polit Bureau, keeping in mind 
the larger interests of Left unity, has directed the Bihar state 
committee of the CPI(M) to withdraw its nominee from the 
contest and strengthen Left, democratic and secular forces in 
the state. 

*Published m PEOPLES DEMOCRACY", New Delh1, February 20, 1994. 



On Parliament's Resolution on 
Kashmir* 

Statement Dated February 22, 1994 Issued by 
Harkishan Singh Surjeet, General Secretary 
of The CPl(M) to Press 

The resolution, adopted by the Lok Sabha today, rightly 
highlights the role of Pakistan in training extremist to destabilise 
Kashmir, harmfully affecting lndo-Pak relations. It, however, 
fails to nail down the role of the Clinton administration, which 
under the garb of "protection of human rights" is encouraging 
such activities wich a view to imposing its hegemony over the 
country. The resolution, however, unnecessarily raises the 
question of Pak-occupied Kashmir-an issue that has to be 
tackled through negotiations, as per the Shimla Agreement. Our 
country has always stood for good neighbourly relations with 
Pakistan and are opposed to all efforts of the Pak Government to 
disturb them. 

*Published m PEOPLES DEMOCRACY", New Delht, February 27, 1994. 



CPl(M) Demands: Karunakaran 
Must Resign* 

Statement Dated February 22, 1994 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) demands the immediate 
resignation of the Chief Minister of Kerala, K. Karunakaran, in 
view of the Comptroller and Auditor General's report on the 
Palmolein import deal. The CAG report has indicted the Chief 
Minister and the UDF Government for signing the Rs. 6.44-crore 
deal to import Palmolein at highly inflated prices through a 
Singapore-based company, which led to a loss of Rs. 3.84 crore to 
the state exchequer. Further, the CAG report states that the Chief 
Minister was instrumental in getting the deal through. 

Instead of accepting responsibility for such a ma_ior scandal, 
the Chief Mirnster has sought to question the Comptroller and 
Auditor General's motives in making a reference to him in the 
report. Earlier, a Union Mmister from Kerala, Krishnakumar, had 
cast aspersions on the integrity of the CAG. Such an attitude 
towards a constitutionaJly appointed authority is intolerable from 
ministers who have sworn to uphold the Constitution. 

Public accountability and morality demands that the Kerala 
Chief Mmister immediately tender the resignation of his ministry. 

*Published m PEOPLES DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, February 27, 1994. 



Akali Leaders Refuse to Learn 
from Mistakes* 

Harkishan Singh Surjeet, General Secretary of 
The CPl(M), Issued Statement Dated February 17, 1994 
to Press 

While political forces throughout the country are vociferously 
condemning the U.S. designs to destabilise the country by 
encouraging Sikh fundamentalists in Punjab and separatists in 
Kashmir, as revealed in U.S. President Clinton's remarks, various 
Akali factions passed a resolution at a seminar held in Ludhiana 
stating that "the Sikh nation expresses profound gratitude to 
President Bill Clinton and 24 U.S. Congressmen for raising the 
issue of the plight of the Sikhs in Punjab". 

This resolution negates the revolutionary anti-imperialist 
traditions of the Akali movement of the twenties and thirties. It 
reveals that the present Akali leaders have lost confidence in the 
people of Punjab and in the national political forces for the 
solution of the genuine problems of the state. Instead, they have 
started relying on U.S. imperialism, which is trying to impose its 
hegemony over the world. These Akali leaders fail to recognise 
that their present plight is a consequence of their anti-national 
stance of supporting the Sikh extremists, who have been acting at 
the behest of Pakistan and U.S. imperialists, under the cover of 
Khalistan. 

The Akali leaders do not have a word of condemnation of the 
Sikh extremists who have been killing innocent people, indulging 
in extortion of money, molesting women and had created a 
situation of terror and instability in the Punjab. They should 
understand that the people of Punjab who heave a sigh of relief 
today will not be misled by their slogans. 

*Published m PEOPLES DEMOCRACY , New Delhi, February 27, 1994 
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Their reliance on Clinton exposes them as becoming mere tools 
of imperialist forces in the country. The Akali leaders are still 
toying with the idea of creating a wedge between Hindus and 
Sikhs, instead of raising the genuine demands of the Punjabi 
people, necessary to bring stability to Punjab. 



On Election Symbols Order* 

Statement Dated February 17, 1994 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly criticises the decision of 
the Chief Election Commissioner to amend the Election Symbols 
order empowering the Election Commission to withdraw or 
suspend the recognition of political parties. The Chief Election 
Commissioner has gone ahead with this amendment despite the 
unanimous opinion of all the national political parties that the 
Election Commission cannot be empowered with such arbitrary 
powers. By this order, Mr. Seshan has sought to arrogate to the 
Election Commission, wide and sweeping powers to penalise 
political parties by the act of derecognition. These are not tenable 
under the election laws of the land. 

Instead of heeding the opinion of all the political parties that 
the measures to curb malpractices as specified in the model code 
of conduct be taken through the due process of legislation and 
Jaw, the step taken by the Election Commission will only 
undermine the role of political parties in a parliamentary system 
This action by Mr. Seshan does not contribute to the 
strengthening of parliamentary democracy nor serve the purpose 
of electoral reforms. 

The current situation underlines all the more the necessity of a 
multi-member Election Commission, the steps for which have not 
been properly taken by the Central Government, despite big 
support for the move in Parliament. It is incumbent on the Centre 
to take all necessary steps, both judicial and legislative, to ensure 
that the multi-member commission is forthwith made functional. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) has decided to challenge the 
election symbol amendment order in the courts of law at the 
earliest. 

*Published m PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delht, February 29, 1994. 



CPl(M) Condemns Railway Budget 
Proposals* 

Statement Dated February 24, 1994 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau to Press 

lliJ 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly condemns the Railway 
Budget proposals presented in Parliament, which will increase the 
burdens on the people who are already suffering from continuous 
pnce-nse. 

The Budget proposes to increase both freight charges and 
passenger fares by an additional Rs. 997 crore. The increase in 
the freight charges will affect vital commodities such as coal, iron 
ore, cement, oilcake and other raw materials which will fuel 
inflation in the economy. Not even foodgrams and pulses, apart 
from those under the public distribution system, have been 
spared. In the case of passenger fares, the Railway Budget attacks 
once more the ordinary travellers in the second class and monthly 
season ticket-holders by increasing second class fares up to a 
maximum of Rs. 20 and monthly season tickets up to a maximum 
of Rs. 40. Despite popular demand, the sleeper class fares which 
were increased by 25 per cent last year, have not been reduced. 

The Railway Budget figures reveal the very bad state of the 
railway finances and development. The shortfall in traffic 
earnings, both in freight and passenger categories as against the 
targeted estimates in the 1993-94 Budget, have to be seen along 
with the cut in the 1993-94 plan outlay by Rs. 300 crore affecting 
railway development. The annual plan outlay for 1994-95 of 
Rs. 6,515 crore is a fall in real terms from the 1993-94 allocation, 
if the rate of inflation is considered. Of this also the expectation 
of over Rs. 1,000 crore to be raised from market borrowings will 
prove illusory. The deterioration in maintenance is affecting 
safety as seen by the spate of railway accjdents. 

*Published m PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delht, March 6, 1998. 
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The extremely bad shape in which the Indian railways finds 
itself is due to the economic policies of the Narasimha Rao 
Government which have cut down on public investment in 
infrastructure, including railways, ahd encouraging privatisation 
of sectors in the railways. The lack of sufficient expansion of the 
railway network will have a deleterious effect on potential for 
employment in many areas. Emphasis on new trains is to cater to 
the elite sections and ordinary passenger trains are being 
systematically reduced. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) denounced the new burdens 
through the increased passenger and freight charges on the 
people. These new measures must be opposed and they must be 
reversed. The Polit Bureau called upon all Party units to launch 
protest actions and mobilise the people against these new 
burdens. 



Polit Bureau Calls to Resist Budget 
Proposals* 

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) 
issued the following statement on February 28, 1994: 

In keeping with the direction of economic policy over the last 
two years, the Union Budget of 1994-95 attacks the working 
people to offer concessions to the rich, as part of a World Bank
IMF inspired strategy of seeking to stimulate growth by 
appeasing private capital. To set the tone for such a budget, the 
government mobilised through hikes in the issue prices of 
foodgrains and sugar, administered price of petroleum products, 
and railways fares and freight, a total of about Rs. 5,000 crore. 
That additional burden on the population at large is now used not 
to enhance expenditures aimed at development or welfare, but in 
direct and indirect tax concessions of Rs. 4,081 crore, ostensibly 
aimed at stimulating investment by Indian and foreign capitalists. 
Past experience shows that such concessions merely constitute 
one more means of handing largesse to the rich at the expense of 
the poor. 

To shroud this actual character of its budget, the Government 
has chosen to bandy about a set of figures on rural development 
expenditures (which are estimated to rise by 40 per cent). What 
needs to be noted, however, is that by the Finance Minister's 
own admission the target for employment generation in 1994-95 
is 1, 150 million man-days, compared with 1,080 million in last 
year's budget, i.e., an increase of just over 6 per cent (up to 
September 1993, the actual employment was only 309 million). 

*Pubhshed m PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, March 6, 1994. 
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The budgetary support for the Central Plan outlay is slated to 
rise by a mere 8 per cent or Rs. 2,200 crore. Even this amount has 
been mobilised by cutting central assistance to the states and 
Union territories by around Rs. 1,800 crore. Moreover, if we take 
account of the fact that Rs. 4,000 crore are being mobilised 
through sale of existing public sector assets, the actual net 
budgetary outlay registers a decline. 

Despite all of this, the Finance Minister has announced tax 
concessions totalling Rs. 4,081 crore. It is presumed that this 
would not result in any revenue loss due to better compliance, a 
feat never achieved in the past. The fiscal deficit for 1993-94 
was Rs. 58,551 crore as opposed to the budgetary estimate of 
Rs. 36,959 crore. By this trend, the estimated fiscal deficit 
of Rs. 54,915 crore this year, is bound to grow much further. 
In a situation of low growth, this only means further hikes in 
administered prices and greater burdens on the people to bridge 
this growing gap. 

The way the budget seeks to contain the burgeoning fiscal 
deficit, is by attacking subsidies for the poor. Subsidies on food 
and fertilisers will be reduced by Rs. 2,000 crore from the revised 
estimates of last year. 

The government presumes that the tax concessions and 
reduced capital goods prices would stimulate growth. The fact 
that the last three years of reform have also been the worst 
three-year industrial growth experience in post-Independence 
India, should expose the hollowness of this presumption which is 
supported by no economic theory, but only by the ideology of the 
IMP and the World Bank. 

This attack on the working people is accompanied by a 
squeeze on the states. The states have been cheated in three ways: 
they lose from a strategy which depends on non-shareable 
imposts like administered price hikes for additional resource 
mobilisation; they are squeezed by the decision to cut shareable 
duties such as direct taxes and excise duties to the tune of Rs. 400 
crore~ and at the end of the exercise, they bear the brunt of the 
cuts in capital expenditure. 
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These budgetary proposals will only continue the recessionary 
effects on domestic industry, reduce employment, gradually 
dismantle the public distribution system and heighten inequalities 
through socially adverse taxation proposals. This budget has once 
again exposed the Rao Government's disastrous policies of 
surrendering economic sovereignty and attacking the livelihood 
of the people. The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) calls upon all 
sections of the people to resolutely strengthen the struggle to 
reverse these economic policies. 



Polit Bureau Communique on 
Current Developments* 

Issued Following its Meeting Held in 
New Delhi on February 24-26, 1994 

Kashmir: Brazen Interference by the U.S. 
The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) noted with serious concern the 
growing hostility of the Clinton administration towards India on 
the Kashmir issue. The latest statement by President Clinton 
endorsing Pakistan's charges about human rights violations in 
Kashmir is part of a calculated plan to pressurise the Indian 
Government. The Polit Bureau condemned the resolution on the 
Kashmir issue tabled by the Pakistani Government at the United 
Nations Human Rights Commission. It deliberately violates the 
bilateral framework of the Shimla Agreement to resolve the 
dispute. The U.S. stand is only encouraging the Pakistan 
Government to adopt a belligerent posture and complicating 
Indo-Pakistan relations. 

It is unfortunate that, while making diplomatic protests, the 
Narasimha Rao Government has not criticised the U.S. 
administration's stand on Kashmir either in the President's 
address to Parliament or in the resolution adopted by both Houses 
of Parliament. This weak-kneed stance is the logical outcome of 
the surrender to U.S. pressures on the economic front and the 
indiscriminate opening to foreign capital. 

The Polit Bureau noted that despite three months having 
passed since the Hazratbal shrine crisis was defused, the Rao 
Government has yet to take any step towards a comprehensive 
policy on Kashmir. Reliance on administrative measures alone 
will not provide a political solution. 

*Published m PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, March 6, 1994 
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Economic Onslaught on the People 

The Polit Bureau reviewing the economic situation in the 
country, sharply condemned the administered price hikes 
announced on the eve of the budget session. The hike in the 
prices of sugar, wheat and rice sold through the public 
distribution system and of petrol and diesel are the results of the 
callous policy which transfers the burdens of the harmful 
economic policies on to the common people. The Narasimha Rao 
Government is going ahead blindly with its liberalisation and 
privatisation policies. The decision of signing the GA TT 
agreement by ignoring Parliament and defying public opinion, 
the two Ordinances for facilitating privatisation in the airline and 
banking industry, all show gross contempt for parliamentary 
democracy. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) noted that with the increasing 
attacks on existing jobs through large-scale closures and 
privatisation, including the banking and insurance sectors, tens of 
thousands of workers and employees are faced with joblessness; 
the move to privatise IISCO instead of modernisation of the plant 
by the Steel Authority of India Ltd. despite the unanimous 
demand of the workers has to be resisted; similarly the threat of 
closure of many NTC mills and fertiliser units have to be fought 
back by the united resistance of the workers and trade union 
movement. The campaign to force the government not to ratify 
the GA TT treaty must be intensified. All steps to restrict the 
public distribution system by excluding workers and employees 
of 'the organised sector out of its purview and by raising the 
prices of commodities being sold through the system must be 
checked. 

Growing Resistance 
The Polit Bureau reviewed the ongoing movement all over the 

country launched by the Left Parties against the economic 
policies. In many states, jathas and rallies are being held till the 
end of March. The Polit Bureau discussed steps to make the 
April 5 March to Parliament by the National Platform of Mass 
Organisations a big success. 
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The Polit Bureau discussed how to build up further resistance 
to these policies by mobilising all sections of the people and 
within Parliament. The Polit Bureau warned the government not 
to go ahead with the Bill to amend the Trade Union Act, which 
~ould constitute a serious attack on the rights of the trade unions 
and the working class. 

The P.B. called upon all its Party units to launch protest 
actions against the hike in freight and passenger fares in the 
Railway Budget. 

Ayodhya Issue 

The Polit Bureau reiterates its stand that the Central 
Government withdraw the reference to the Supreme Court under 
Article 143 of the Constitution and put up all the previous cases 
connected with the dispute for a full judicial verdict by the court 
under Article 138(2) of the Constitution. In this connection, the 
P.B. hoped that the Uttar Pradesh Government would take a 
stand before the Supreme Court similar to that taken by the 
West Bengal Government. 

Cynical Defection Game 

The Polit Bureau deplored the cynical way the Congress(!) has 
utilised defections to engineer a majority in the Lok Sabha. The 
reward of a cabinet post to one of the defectors, Ram Lakhan 
Yadav, shows Narasimha Rao's blatant disregard for democratic 
norms and the spirit of the anti-defection law. 

Suspected Illegal Pay-Offs 

The Polit Bureau noted that charges about illegal payments to 
42 politicians by hawala dealers have surfaced in newspaper 
reports quoting evidence tendered by the CBI in the Supreme 
Court. Neither has the government contradicted this report nor 
launched an investigation. It is essential that the truth about this 
matter be made public. 

Kerala 

TADA Arrests: The Polit Bureau denounced the use of 
the Terrorist and Disruptive Activities Act (TADA) by the 
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Karunakaran Government to arrest four important CPl(M) cadres 
in Kannur district of Kerala. Eight more CPl(M) activists are 
sought to be arrested under this preventive detention law. This is 
a gross misuse of TADA, which was passed ostensibly for 
combating terroristic activities. It is now being misused by the 
Congress(I}-led Government in a district where the CPl(M) has 
been firmly struggling against the RSS and other communal 
forces. The UDF Government, instead of combating the 
communal forces, is using the TADA against the CPl(M). This 
dangerous game of helping the communal forces must be 
exposed. The Poht Bureau demands the immediate withdrawal of 
the use of TADA against political activists in the state. 

Chief Minister Should Resign: The Karunakaran Government 
has been enveloped by another major corruption scandal. The 
Comptroller and Auditor General's report on the palmolein deal 
has indicted the Chief Minister and the UDP Government for 
paying grossly inflated prices for the import of palmolein. After 
such a report, the Chief Minister has to accept responsibility for 
the swindle of public funds and resign. 

West Bengal 
The Congress(!) has stepped up its provocative activities in the 

state in its efforts to create disturbances and malign the Left Front 
Government. The Barasat incident of clashes with the police and 
the bandh call in its wake are typical of the pattern of bankrupt 
politics which is not able to mobilise the people on any policy 
issues. The P.B. expressed confidence that the Left Front, 
supported by the people, will foil these designs. 

Updating Programme 
The Polit Bureau had a joint session with the Programme 

Commission to discuss the preparation of a draft updating the 
Programme of the Party. The Polit Bureau decided to meet once 
again in March to finalise the draft to be placed before the next 
Central Committee meeting for discussions. 



Condolence on 
Comrade S. Y. Kolhatkar* 

Veteran CPI(M) leader and one of the pioneers of the working 
class movement in Maharashtra, S. Y. Kolhatkar passed away on 
March 13. He was 85. 

Comrade Kolhatkar joined the Communist movement as far 
back as 1933 and was the first Secretary of the Maharashtra State 
Committee of the CPI(M) when it was formed in 1964. He 
remained state Secretary of the Party for two decades. 

He was prominent in the trade union movement and was the 
Maharashtra Secretary of the AITUC in 1945. He went on to 
become the President of the Maharashtra unit of the CITU and 
was elected Vice-President of All India CITU at its first 
conference, retiring from the post only in 1991. 

After the formation of the CPI(M), he was elected to the 
Central Committee at the Seventh Congress in 1964. He 
continued in the Central Committee till the l 3th Congress in 
1988. 

He made a significant contribution to the trade union 
movement in the newspaper industry and was the President of the 
All India Newspapers Employees' Federation (AINEF) and 
Chairman of the National Conference of Newspapers and News 
Agencies Employees Organisation for many years. 

For the past few years, he was not keeping good health though 
he continued to work as a member of the Maharashtra state 
Secretariat of the CPI(M). His wife died a few years ago and he 
suffered a stroke last year, following which he went to stay with 
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his son in Dubai to recuperate. He died in Dubai on March 13, 
after suffering a heart attack. He is being cremated in Dubai. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M), in a telegram to the 
Maharashtra State Secretariat, has expressed deep sorrow at the 
passing away of Com. Kolhatkar and recalled his services to the 
Party and working class movement. 



CPl(M) Condemns Assembly 
Speaker's Murder* 

Statement Dated March 19, 1994 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) condemns the dastardly murder 
of the former Speaker of the J & K assembly, Mr. Wali 
Mohammad lttoo. Mr. Ittoo, as a leader of the National 
Conference, had played an important role in the state's politics in 
the past. 

The brazen manner in which the murder took place in broad 
daylight in Jammu indicates the seriousness of the situation in the 
state where the extremists are able to strike at will to prevent the 
return to normalcy. 

It is very clear that Pakistan and its agencies, along with 
anti-national forces in the country, are determined not to allow 
any process of restoration of normalcy in the state. This must be 
seen in the light of the fact that this murder took place barely 
three days before the proposed meeting convened by the Union 
Home Minister to work out a package to launch a political 
initiative in the valley. 

In this background, the Government of India must with 
urgency take steps, both political and administrative, for restoring 
normalcy in the state. The CPI(M) in the past suggested various 
measures and unless such measures are taken one cannot pave the 
way for restoration of normalcy in the valley and the state. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) calls upon the people of 
Jammu and Kashmir and the rest of the country to be vigilant 
against the provocations of the extremists. 

*Published m PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, March 27, 1994. 



Central Committee's Call: 
Month-Long Campaign in April 1994 
to Increase Party Papers' Circulation* 

The Central Committee of the CPI(M) in its meeting held in 
December 1993, decided that a month-long intensive campaign 
must be conducted by the entire Party to step up the circulation of 
People's Democracy and Lok Lehar, in April 1994. During this 
campaign state units will also conduct a dnve for increasing the 
circulation of their Party papers. 

The Central Committee took this decision after reviewing 
the state of the circulation of the central Party papers. It noted 
with concern that the circulation of People's Democracy has 
remained stagnant since the 14th Patty Congress, while 
Lok Lehar has registered only a slight increase. The Party 
newspapers play the vital role of equipping the Party members 
and supporters with the understanding of the Party's pohcy on 
various issues and its line on various developments. In a situation 
where the Communist movement is faced with major ideological 
challenges, both at the international and national levels, it is 
essential that every Party member subscribes to and reads Party 
papers to follow events and develop his or her political 
understandmg. It is also the duty of all Party units and members 
to sell the Party papers amongst supporters and the people. 

The month-long campaign in April should involve the entire 
Party and should be geared to enrol new subscribers and 
agencies. Every Party unit must set targets for increasing the 
circulation. In the Hindi-speaking states, every Party member 
must be motivated to subscribe to Lok Lehar and sell the paper. 
For People's Democracy a special drive should be conducted 
by middle class units and in cities where English-knowing 
subscribers exist. The Central Committee has appealed to the 
entire Party to make this campaign successful both inside and 
outside the Party. 

*Published m PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delht, March 20, 1994. 



Polit Bureau Communique: 
Enact Law to Delink Religion 
and Politics* 

Issued Following its Two-Day Meeting in New Delhi 
on March 16-17, 1994 

The government must immediately bring forth a legislation to 
legally enforce the separation of religion and politics on the basis 
of the landmark Supreme Court judgement on the use of Article 
356 of the Constitution, the CPl(M) General Secretary, 
Harkishan Singh Surjeet, said at New Delhi on March 18, 1994. 

Addressing a Press conference on the two-day Polit Bureau 
meeting, Surjeet said the Supreme Court judgement, upholding 
the dismissal of the three BJP-run state governments because of 
their anti-secular and thus anti-constitutional activities, was a 
major contribution in protecting secularism. On the basis of this 
judgement, a Bill separating religion and politics must be 
immediately moved in order to prevent the misuse of religion for 
political purposes. 

He also welcomed the judgement for its criticism of the gross 
misuse of Article 356 and said it set out important criteria which 
would prevent further misuse of this draconian law. He said ever 
since the first Communist government in Kerala was dismissed in 
1959, the Centre had abused the provisions of Article 356 for 
partisan purposes. The Supreme Court verdict should be followed 
in letter and spirit by the ruling party, he said. 

Surjeet said the Polit Bureau also reviewed the preparations 
for April 5 rally at New Delhi at the call of the National Platform 
of Mass Organisations and was satisfied with the campaign now 
under way by the Left parties throughout the country. He said 
jathas were moving, rallies and demonstrations taking place in 
every state and a huge mobilisation being undertaken to make the 

*Pubhshed tn "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, March 27, 1994 
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April 5 March to Parliament a big success. The opposition to the 
government's new economic and industrial policies and the 
GA TT proposals had further intensified followed the blatantly 
pro-rich Union Budget and Rail Budget this year, he said. 

In reply to a question on the convention being organised on 
Tibet, Surjeet said the Janata Dai was not organising it, only 
some individuals were behind it. He sharply criticised the 
organisers of the convention and said they were working against 
national interest. Tibet was an integral part of China and raising 
the question of Tibetan independence not only affected 
Sino-Indian friendship but also provided a handle to anti-IndifI
forces to intensify their campaign about Kashmir. He said 
Americans were clearly behind such moves because the U.S. did 
not want the two great Asian countries-India and China-to 
come closer. The U.S. was fuelling movements for the 
independence of both Kashmir and Tibet because it did not want 
a strong India or a strong China to emerge. 

Regarding Kashmir, Surjeet welcomed Pakistan's withdrawal 
of its resolution at the U.N. Human Rights Conference in 
Geneva but said the Government of India should not be content 
and complacent about it. The government was wrong in believing 
that other countries fully supported India's stand. While many 
countries wanted India and Pakistan to settle the issue bilaterally, 
they do not accept India's position on the issue. The only solution 
to the Kashmir problem lay in a political approach which would 
give maximum autonomy to the Kashmiri people and fully protect 
their identity. Surjeet regretted that the government was wasting 
precious time and not taking adequate steps to initiate a political 
solution. 

Surjeet also criticised the Chief Election Commissioner's 
arbitrary position on the identity cards issue and said an 
all-party meeting must be immediately convened to discuss 
electoral reforms including the I-card issue. He also demanded 
an all-party meeting to discuss the question of an effective multi
member Election Commission which had been hampered because 
of the attitude taken by the present CEC. 
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Speaking on the increasing attacks on the Left in Kera/a, 
West Bengal and Tripura, Surjeet sharply attacked the 
Karunakaran Government for using TADA against CPI(M) 
activists in Kera/a and extended support to the movement to 
scrap TADA. On the situation in Tripura, he said the Governor 
Ramesh Bhandari continued his open campaign against the Left 
Front Government. He said even when a Congressman was killed 
by another Congressman in Tripura, the party used it as a pretext 
to organise a bandh against the left Front Government. In the 
context of attacks on the Left, Surjeet criticised Maharashtra 
Chief Minister Sharad Pawar's open attacks against the Left's 
opposition to the new economic policies in Calcutta. Pawar was 
the biggest champion of so-called liberalisation and entry of 
multinatif!nals into the country, he said. 

The main agenda before the Polit Bureau this time was 
discussion on the draft of the updated programme of the CPl(M) 
prepared by the Programme Commission. Now that the Polit 
Bureau has discussed the draft, it will be placed before the 
Central Committee at its next meeting in Hyderabad on 
April 12-15. The updated programme will be the most important 
issue before the next Party Congress, Surjeet added. 

The Polit Bureau communique released on this occasion is 
being reproduced below: 

Supreme Court Judgement 

The Polit Bureau welcomed the judgement delivered by the 
Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court regarding the use of 
Article 356 of the Constitution to dismiss state governments. The 
nine-member Bench has made a significant contribution in 
protecting secularism and the federal principle underlying the 
political system. In upholding the dismissal of the three BJP-run 
state governments, the court has spelt out clearly that secularism 
is a basic feature of the Constitution and no political party which 
utilises a religious platform can be considered secular. Such 
party's activities which are non,secular should be viewed as 
unconstitutional. The judgement has given a clear direction on 
separation of religion from the state and politics. With this 
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landmark judgement, the highest forum of the judiciary has 
upheld the true spirit of secularism. 

It is imperative that this judicial clarification be followed up 
immediately with legislation to legally enforce the separation of 
religion and politics and to see that religion is not misused in the 
political sphere. 

The Supreme Court judgement has also made a major 
contribution to check the gross misuse of Article 356 by the 
ruling party at the Centre to dismiss elected state governments 
only because they belong to other political parties. By declaring 
the dismissal of the Kamataka, Nagaland and Meghalaya 
Governments in the recent past as unconstitutional, the court has 
laid down clear parameters by which this Article can be used. By 
asserting the right of judicial review; the right to examine 
materials connected with issuing of proclamation under Article 
356; the dissolution of the Assembly to be done only after the 
proclamation is approved by Parliament; the court's rights to 
restore a dissolved Assembly and a state government if the 
proclamation is found invalid-all these are important safeguards 
on the arbitrary use of this draconian clause. The CPI(M) which 
has consistently opposed Article 356 in the Constitution 
welcomes this judgement which will act at least as a deterrent to 
the politically motivated use of the clause. It is for the ruling 
party at the Centre to follow the letter and spirit of the judgement 
and not violate the federal principle which has been upheld by the 
court. 

Election Reforms 
The Polit Bureau strongly criticised the arbitrary stand of the 

Chief Election Commissioner that no elections will be held after 
January 1, 1995 if identity cards are not issued to voters. The 
entire question of electoral reforms including the issuance of 
identity cards must be discussed by all the political parties and 
decisions taken on the Dinesh Goswami Committee's proposals 
for electoral reforms. The government must convene a meeting 
for this purpose. 

It is essential that the government in the meantime take suitable 
steps to make the multi-member Election Commission functional 
and effective. 
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Kashmir 

Following the withdrawal of the Pakistani Government's 
resolution in the United Nations Human Rights Commission, the 
Narasimha Rao Government, instead of being satisfied with the 
outcome, should realise that unless it formulates an effective 
political approach to the Kashmir problem there can be no 
solution. The Rao Government must immediately take steps to 
work out a plan whereby maximum autonomy can be given so 
that the Kashmiri people can be assured of their identity. 

Scrap Military Ties with U.S. 
At a time when the Clinton administration is considering 

the sale of seventy-one F- I 6 fighter planes to Pakistan, the 
Congress(!) Government is continuing with the proposals for 
military collaboration with the U.S. armed forces. Right now, 
discussions are being held for stepping up cooperation between 
the U.S. and Indian air forces. The Polit Bureau demanded of the 
government a halt to the military collaboration with the U.S. 
armed forces as they are detrimental to national security. 

Attacks Against the Left 
The Polit Bureau noted that the Congress(!) is stepping up its 

attacks on the CPI(M) and the Left-led Governments in 
West Bengal and Tripura. Any pretext is being used to create 
confrontation with the police and to disturb normal life through 
disruptive activities. Apart from the use of TADA in Kerala, 
there have been murders of CPl(M) cadres in Palakkad and 
Trissur. In West Bengal and Tripura, incidents which have no 
connection with politics are sought to be twisted and sought to be 
utilised against the Left. Top Congress(!) leaders at the national 
level are joining in the campaign to malign the Left-led 
Governments. The Polit Bureau, while condemning such tactics, 
called upon all the Left, democratic and secular forces to unitedly 
rebuff this offensive. 

Kerala : Stop Use of TADA 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) demanded that the Karunakaran 
Government immediately withdraw the use of TADA in the state 
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against the CPI(M). Four CPI(M) cadres from Kannur district 
have been arrested under this preventive detention law and eight 
more warrants have been issued against other CPI(M) leaders. It 
is shocking that TADA has been used against the CPI(M) which 
is consistently struggling against the communal forces in the 
district. The CPI(M) called upon all democratic forces to stop 
the use of TADA in Kerala. The Polit Bureau extended full 
support to the broad protest movement being built up in the state 
against TADA. 

April 5 Rally 
The Polit Bureau reviewed the joint campaign being conducted 

by the Left parties all over the country and the preparations for 
the April 5 rally at New Delhi by the National Platform of Mass 
Organisations. The Union Budget proposals, the hikes in the 
railway budget-all constitute an intensified effort to burden the 
common people and to give further concessions to the rich. The 
Polit Bureau called upon all Party units and appealed to all mass 
organisations to make the April 5 mobilisation at New Delhi a 
resounding success. 

Party Programme 
The Polit Bureau completed the discussion on a draft of the 

updated programme of the Party prepared by the Programme 
Commission. It decided to place this draft before the next Central 
Committee meeting to be held in April at Hyderabad. 



Polit Bureau of CPl(M) on 
Ms. Robin Raphel's Visit to India* 

Statement Dated March 26, 1994 Issued to Press 

The Narasimha Rao Government has accorded undue importance 
to the visit of U.S. Assistant Secretary of State, Ms. Robin 
Raphel. After the series of hostile statements made by Raphel and 
President Clinton, the entire political spectrum in India had come 
out strongly against this gross interference in India's internal 
affairs. Despite this, the Government of India has taken the 
unprecedented step of setting aside protocol for the Union Home 
Minister and other cabinet ministers to meet her. The ruling party 
has also gone out of its way to placate the American official even 
when she has reiterated her views on Kashmir. 

The stance adopted by the N arasimha Rao Government is 
totally out of tune with the sentiments of the Indian people and is 
a graphic illustration of how far independent foreign policy 
making has been eroded under the Congress(!) regime. 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, Apnl 3, 1994 



On Provocation in 
Korean Peninsula* 

Statement Dated March 26, 1994 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses its deep concern at the 
aggravation of the situation in the Korean peninsula as a result of 
the aggressive stance adopted by the U.S. administration. The 
Polit Bureau condemns the decision of the Clinton administration 
to hold joint military exercises with the South Korean troops and 
to place Patriot missiles in South Korea. These provocative acts 
have disrupted the negotiations for defusing tensions and 
normalising relations between North and South Korea. 

The Clinton administration is adopting an unreasonable 
stand on the question of inspection of nuclear installations in 
North Korea by raising the bogey of nuclear weapons being 
manufactured clandestinely. The United Nations Security Council 
should adopt an impartial stand free from American pressures 
which can help restore the process of normalcy through 
negotiations. 

*Pubhshed m "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, April 3, 1994. 



7sth Anniversary of 
Jallianwala Bagh* 

Statement Issued by The Polit Bureau m 
The CPl(M) to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) issued a caII to all party units on 
March 30 for the observance of the 75th anniversary of the 
Jallianwala Bagh massacre on April 13. It was on this day 
75 years ago, in 1919, that British troops fired on a public 
meeting at Jallianwala Bagh at Amritsar, killing hundreds of 
people. 

The party should observe this day by holding hall meetings and 
other activities to educate the younger generations, on this heroic 
chapter in our anti-imperialist struggle in which Hindus, Sikhs 
and Muslims stood together to face the British bullets. 

The day assumes special significance in the background of the 
growing surrender to imperialist pressures by the Congress(I) 
Government, the danger of erosion of our-economic sovereignty 
and the signing of the GA TI treaty scheduled to take place on 
April 15. The Polit Bureau has called upon all party units to 
mobilize the people against the threats from imperialism. 

*Publtshed m PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, Apnl 3, 1994. 



CPT (l\1) Condemns Attack 
· '" l\A111ayam Singh Yadav* 

- ,,ent Issuril by The Polit Bureau to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) has sharply reacted to the attempt 
made on Mulayam Singh Yadav's hfe by an assai1ant hailing from 
Pune on April 4 morning. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly condemned the attempt 
on the life of Shri Mulayam Singh Yadav, Chief Minister of Uttar 
Pradesh, and expressed relief at the assassin s failed attempt. It 
also called for a thorough investigation to find out the identity, 
links and motives of the assai!dnt. 

*Pubh;hed m PEOPLES DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, Apnl 10, 1994 



On Goa Governor's Misdeed* 

Statement Dated April 3, 1994 Issued by The 
Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The outrageous action by the Goa Governor, Mr. Bhanu Prakash 
Singh, in dismissing the D Souza Government and citmg the 
Governor's constitutional authority to. do so, deserves the strongest 
condemnation. The Governor has subverted parliamentary 
democracy by removing the Chief Mmister and appointing another 
in his place. It is a perversion of the Constitution when the Governor 
insists that he has the prerogative to dismiss a government which 
commands a majority in the state assembly. The right of electmg 
or changing a Chief Minister lies with the elected members of the 
assembly, and decidedly not with the Governor. 

The Congress leadership has condemned this action of the 
Governor. It should realise that the Congress, as the ruling party at 
the Centre, has been the major culprit in contributing to such 
unconstitutional activities of Governors by using them for partisan 
purposes. 

The recent Supreme Court judgement has categorically asserted 
the democratic rights of state governments and assemblies which 
cannot be tramped upon either by the Governor or by using 
presidential powers. The Goa Governor must be removed 
forthwith by the President to uphold constitutional norms. 

*Published m PEOPLES DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, Apnl JO, 1994. 



CPl(M) Congratulates Rallyists, 
Condemns Repression* 

Statement Dated April 5, 1994 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) warmly congratulates the lakhs of 
people who gathered at Delhi to protest against the economic 
policies of the Narasimha Rao Government at the call of the 
National Platform of Mass Organisat10ns which was supported by 
the Left parties. Hundreds of thousands of people marched towards 
Parliament and defied the ban on the rally at Boat Club grounds. 
They refused to accept this gross denial of democratic rights by 
the Central Government. 

The Polit Bureau severely condemns the repres~ion unleashed 
by the police against the marchers near RaJghat. The police used 
large quantities of tear gas, lathi charges, mounted police and water 
cannons at various places including in front of Parliament House 
to disperse the demonstrators. Despite all this, the protestors 
reached Parliament. Scores of people have been injured and 
hundreds have been arrested. 

The Polit Bureau greets all those who responded to the call to 
March to Parliament braving the police repression. Their militant 
spint is a strong warning to the Narasimha Rao Government to 
desist from pursuing the harmful economic policies dictated by 
the IMF and the World Bank. The April 5 rally 1s also a powerful 
protest against the Congress(!) Government's signing the GAIT 
treaty which will seriously erode India's economic sovereignty. 

The Polit Bureau calls for intensifying the ma~s movement 
against the economic policies and the GAIT treaty. 

*Published m PEOPLES DEMOCRACY , New Delhi, Apnl 10, 1994 



Homage To Comrade 
C. Rajeswara Rao* 

Statement Dated April 9, 1994 Issued by The 
Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses its deep sorrow on the 
passing away of Comrade C. Rajeswara Rao, one of the most 
outstanding leaders of the Communist movement in India. Comrade 
Rajeswara Rao joined the anti-imperialist national struggle early 
in his life when he was a student of Benaras Hindu University.As 
an active leader of the struggle, he soon joined the Communist 
Party. Ever since, he has been in the forefront of every type of 
revolutionary mass .activity. As a foremost pioneer of the 
Communist movement, his role in building up the Party 
organisation and the Kisan movement in Andhra will be always 
remembered. His abilities as an organiser and a leader led him to 
occupy various position in the party-a Secretary of Andhra State 
Committee, member of the Central Committee, member of the 
Poht Bureau and General Secretary of the party in different periods. 
He was the General Secretary of the CPI for nearly 30 years 
beginning with I 963. 

Comrade Rajeswara Rao will be ever remembered and 
his memory honoured for his very important role in the historic 
Telangana struggle, which he led along with Comrade 
P. Sundarayya, M. Basavapunnaiah and others. Comrade Rajeswara 
Rao's absolute dedication to the revolutionary cause, his immense 
organisational talent, his courage and his great spirit of sacrifice 
and his willingness to face hardships and sufferings will 
undoubtedly be a source of inspiration to all Communists. 

The Polit Bureau pays its homage to the memory of C. Rajeswara 
Rao, veteran revolutionary. The Polit Bureau conveys its heartfelt 
condolences to the members of the bereaved family and to 
Communist Party of India. 

*Pubhshed m PEOPLES DEMOCRACY, New Delhi, Apnl 17, 1994 



Central Committee Communique* 

Issued Following its Meeting Held in 
Hyderabad on April 12-15, 1994 

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) 
met ll1 Hyderabad from April l 2-15, 1994. It issued the folio~ ing 
statement on April I 5, 1994: 

Surrender on GATT 
The Narasimha Rao Government has gone ahead with its 

decision to sign the GATT treaty at the Marrakesh conference in 
spite of widespread opposition to the terms of the treaty in India. 
The adverse consequences of the GATT treaty, based on the original 
Dunkel draft proposals, in the various spheres of India~ economy 
is of no concern to the Rao Government which is comprom1smg 
India's sovereignty by pursuing economic policies which are 
makmg it helpless before imperialist pressures. The latest instance 
of succumbing to such pressures the Indian Government's decision 
to hold negotiations with the US adminstration on the latter's 
demand for greater access of the Indian market for its 
textiles. 

The Central Committee noted that the living conditions of the 
people have worsened with the admimstered price hikes before 
the budget and after the Union budget proposals. The increa~e in 
the wholesale price index is· well over ten per cent and the 
inflationary spiral has been sparked off as a result of the budget. 
The economic policies of the Narasimha Rao Government for the 
past three years have resulted in growing unemployment, closure 
of factories, particularly small-scale industries, rum of artisans 
and small peasants and further paupensation of the agricultural 

*Published m PEOPLES DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, Apnl 24, 1994 
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labour. Even the meagre public distribution system avaJlable to 
the poor is bemg curtailed. 

It 1s against these policies of privatisation and giving up of self
reltance that tens of thousands of people participated 111 the historic 
April 5 rally in New Delhi, defying the ban and braving pohce 
repression. It is a significant indication of peoples discontent and 
anger. The Central Committee decided to intensify the movement 
against the economic policies of the Rao Government 

Civil Disobedience Movement 
The Central Committee fully endorsed the call of the Left parties 

to launch a civil disobedience movement in the month of August 
and enrol at least one million volunteers for this movement. The 
Central Committee called upon all it~ state units to chalk out plans 
for enrolement of volunteers for this important struggle. 

Counter Communal Campagin 
The Central Committee condemned the decision of the Vishwa 

Hindu Parishad sponsored "Sadhu Sammelan' at Hard war to begin 
a campaign to force the Government to hand over the disputed site 
atAyodhya to it for construction of the temple. The 'sadhu yatra' 
planned from the Dusshera festival is designed to whip up 
communal feelmgs. The new RSS chief has already made 1t clear 
that the next targets would be the Varanasi and Mathura sites. 

The BJP, along with the RSS and VHP, is bent upon diverting 
the discontent of the people from the economic policies of the 
Rao Government to disruptive channels.The Left and secular forces 
must unitedly foil this design and take the initiative to keep the 
focus on the central question of defence of economic sovereignty 
and people's livelihood. 

The Narasimha Rao Government seems to harbour hopes of 
getting the temple built at the disputed site by enlisting the support 
of some Shankaracharyas and religious figures. The only dispute 
seems to be as to who will build the temple. Such a stand only 
helps the communal forces. The CPI(M) reiterates its demand that 
the Government cancel the notification acquiring the land and give 
up the reference to the Supreme Court under article J 43 of the 
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Constitution. All the earlier cases connected with the dispute should 
be taken up by the Supreme Court for a full judicial verdict under 
article 138(2) of the Constitution. 

Kashmir 
Despite the favourable situation which arose after the lifting of 

the siege of the Hazratbal shrine and in the face of the hostile US 
stance against India on the Kashmir question, the Narasimha Rao 
Government has failed to work out any effective plan to address 
the political problems connected with the Kashmir issue. With the 
US intervening clearly in favour of an independent Kashmir, the 
drift in the Government's handling of Kashmir is inexcusable. The 
Rao Government has been unable to offer any proposals which 
can ensure maximum autonomy and assurance of the identity of 
the Kashmm people. 

The Central Committee strongly condemned the Clinton 
administrations decision to supply F-16 planes to Pak1~tan. This 
is blatantly provocative move designed to heighten ten~1ons in the 
sub-continent. 

Initiate Election Reforms 

The vanous evils which undermine the electoral system 
and the arbitrary functioning of the Chief Elect10n Commiss10ner 
highlight the need for urgent electoral reforms. The Central 
Committee called upon the Government to initiate steps to evolve 
an all-party consensus for the implementation of the 
recommendations of the Dinesh Goswami Committee on electoral 
reforms. 

The Central Committee demands of the Rao Government to 
immediately take steps to make the multi-member Election 
commission a functional body. 

Attacks on Left Stepped Up 
The Congress(!) leadership has intensified the poht1cal attacks 

on the Left-led Governments of West Bengal and Tripura and 
against the CPI(M) in Kerala. Every incident of cnme in West 
Bengal is sought to be given a political colour and, with the help 
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of a section of the bourgeois Press, to malign the CPl(M). In Kerald, 
the Karunakaran Government has taken the unprecedented step of 
usingTADA to detain fourCPl(M) cadres m Kannurd1stnct. Eight 
more important leaders have been warranted under this black Act. 
Two important functionaries of the CPI(M) were killed by 
Congressmen m Pallakad district. 

In Tripura, the Congress(!) group in the Assembly is boycotting 
the entire budget session. The Congress(!) is raising the bogey of 
breakdown of law and order in the state while combimng with the 
TUJS to create violent incidents and ethmc tension~. The Tnpura 
Governor, Romesh Bhandari, is aiding and abetting these actions. 
The Central Commitee demands the removal of the Governor to 
ensure that constitutional norms are upheld. 

Forthcoming Assembly Elections 
The Central Committee discussed the line to be adopted by the 

party in the as~embly election to be held in the various states by 
the end of the year. The Central Committee decided that m the 
background of the serious onslaught of the economic policies on 
the people by the Congress(!) Government and the continuing threat 
from the communal forces, it is essential to see that the Congress(!) 
and the BJP are defeated in these polls. The Left and secular 
opposition forces should work together in a spirit of mutual 
accommodation and understanding to defeat the Congress(!) and 
the BJP. 

Party Programme 

The Central Committee held detailed discuss10ns on a draft of 
the updated programme of the party. Since the discussions were 
not complete, it was decided to take It up again in the next rneetmg 
of the Central Committee. 

Party Congress 

The Central Committee decided to hold the J 5th Congress of 
the CPI(M) at Chandigarh in the first half of April 1995. The exact 
dates will be decided after the schedule of the assembly elections 
is known. 
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International Situation 
The Central Committee strongly condemned the provocative 

steps taken against the Democratic People's Republic of Korea by 
the US administration. It demanded the calling off of the joint 
military exercise between the US and South Korea and the 
stationing of patriot missiles in South Korea. 

The Central Committee expressed concern at the efforts of the 
Inkatha and while extremists to disrupt the forthcoming elections 
on April 26-28 in South Africa. The internal reactionary forces 
backed by imperialism would hke to see the failure of a smooth 
transition from the hated apartheid system to a democratic South 
Africa. The Central Committee is confident that the people of South 
Afnca wj\l rally behind the African National Congress to usher in 
the final stage of ending the hatea racist system. 

The Central Committee demanded that the US administration 
end the economic blockade of Cuba and accept the UN general 
a~sembly s resolution to this effect. 

The Central Committee condemned the v1c1ous repression on 
the Palestinian protest~ in the occupied territones against the 
gruesome Habron massacre. The Israeli Government is not 
implementing even the limited terms of the peace agreement with 
the PLO, and the USA which backed the agreement is openly 
supporting Israelis in their intransigent stance. 

The Central Committee condemned the continuing US efforts 
to intimidate Iraq. The incident of US fighter planes shooting down 
their own helicopters in the "no fly zone", resulting in the killing 
of 20 people, shows the constant threat to Iraq by these military 
measures. 
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Adopted by The Central Committee of 
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Hyderabad on April 12-15, 1994 

INTERNATIONAL 

U.S. imperialism continues to mount pressure on the socialist 
countries·. In the recent period its main target has been the DPRK 
Despite progress in talks between US. and North Korea in 
February, the.Clinton administration has used the pretext of North 
Korean obstruction to inspection of nuclear facilities in one 
laboratory to escalate the confrontation. In a ma3or provocation 
the USA announced resumption of the "Team Spirit" joint 
military exercises with South Korea. It is also dispatching Patriot 
missiles to be stationed in South Korea. The North Korean 
Government has denounced these aggressive steps and warned of 
the danger of war breaking out in the Korean peninsula. 

Due to the refusal of China to condemn North Korea, the U.S. 
and its allies have been unable to get the UN Security Council to 
legitimise its aggressive steps or to call for sanctions. 

Despite the General Assembly calling for an end to the eco
nomic embargo against Cuba, the U.S. continues its blockade of 
Cuba to try to subvert the socialist system. The Clinton admm1stra
tion has sought to pressurise China on "human rights" with the 
usual threat of not renewing its Most Favoured Nation status. 
During the visit of the U.S. Secretary of State, China firmly told 
the U.S. administration not to dictate on issues concerning its 
internal affairs. 

,Jn the advanced capitahst counines while there are some signs 
.o~ a slow recovery in the USA from the prolonged recess10n: m 
Germany and Japan. the economic slow down cont mues Jnd all 
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measures to stimulate the economy have not yielded result-. yet 
The results of the Italian elections show that the Left alliance, 
though gaining overall support fell short of maJonty. The Left did 
well in the central reg10n. South 1s traditionally nght1sts' ba~e. In 
the north the bulk of the Christian democratic voters shifted to the 
right-wing combination. Though the right-wing has won the 
elections, the results of the recent elect10ns to the Speaker of 
the Itahan Parliament shows the lack of a clear cut majority. 
Like elsewhere, in Europe particularly in Germany and France, 
the right-wing forces continue to grow making use of the growing 
popular discontent as a result of the continuing recessionary trend. 

The continuing recessionary trends in the advanced capitahst 
countries are setting in motion newer expressions of inter 
imperialist rivalries on the economic front. The three main centres 
of USA, integrated Europe with Germany as its core and Japan 
continue to conflict with each other's interests in order to improve 
their economic recovery relatively 

In Russia, after the elections to Parliament, the reverses suffered 
by the right-wing reformers ha~ v1~1bly weakened Yeltsin 's 
political authority. The new Parhament declared an amnesty for 
all those arrested after the savage assault on the old Parhament 
and the earlier leaders of the August 1991 takeover attempt. Despite 
Yeltsin's opposition, the leaders of the erstwhile Parliament have 
been freed. The Communists in the last Parliament elections came 
first or second in 72 out of the 89 constituencies where elections 
were held on party lists. 

However, the neo-fascist right-wing forces backed by imperia
lism are trying to channel the popular d1~content on nationalist 
lines. 

The civil war conditions in former Yugoslavia continue un
abated. The situation in Bosnia, following the NATO sanctions 
continues to be belligerent. Though the economic sanctions have 
begun to impose immense hardships on the Serbs, the cessati?!!_.of 
the conflict does not appear so far. Western pow s, particuta~ 
Germany continue to make their efforts at r ,. dWiJl8" the ·11}h,~f 
former Yugoslavia to their advantage. Ge·, a'~tas been able to ~ 
advance its interests in Croatia. I , • . roe •·4 '6 b C\ ~ 

.. . ... ~#Ii.· j . . -- ' ,.. ,.. 
~"" ... "'"•&· •u / 
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The crucial elections in South Afnca are slated for Apnl 26-28. 
In the run up to these elections, the Inkatha Zulu leader, Buthelez1 
and extremist whites have tried their best to disrupt the electoral 
process. The large-scale violence unleashed by the Inkatha has 
now forced the Transitional Council to impose a state of 
emergency in the Natal province. Imperialist forces are trymg 
their best to disrupt the unity of the people and to utih~e the 
consequent discontent to its advantage. There is an upsurge 
among the masses as seen by the popular rebellion which 
uprooted the ruler of the Bophuthatswana homeland who was 
refusing to hold elections. The entire world democratic forces are 
extending their full support to the ANC for the final tram1tion 
from the hated racist set-up. 

The Israeli-PLO agreement. which aroused great controversy 
within the Palestinian liberation movement due to the limited 
concessions, ran into trouble from the outset. It was only natural 
that in a situation of compromise, many difficulties arise. The 
Hebron massacre perpetrated by a Zionist fanatic has inflamed the 
masses in the occupied territories. The Israeli armed forces have 
shot down scores of protesters. Another agreement between Israel 
and PLO to station 160 international observers has been arrived 
at. It is to be seen how the "peace treaty" will be implemented 
when so little has been provided in the name of Palestinian "self 
government". 

A feature of growing concern is the continued rise of Muslim 
fundamentalist forces all over the middle east. Even in Algeria 
which has strong traditions of the democratic revolution, the 
fundamentalist forces continue to endanger the present set-up. 
This if it succeeds will also adversely affect have a grave 
consequence for the struggling Saharawian people under the 
leadership of Polisario. Though the United Nations has accepted 
the plan for a referendum in Western Sahara this has not yet been 
implemented thanks to the efforts to sabotage it by the Moroccan 
'regime and its imperialist mentors. 
t rt 1h Somalia the.-Sitpation continues to remain uncertain. 

The recent uprisin~ amongst the indigenous population in 
Chiapas jn Mexico cleatly reveals the extent of growing hardships 
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and discontent. These are the direct result of the policies of 
economic liberalisation that Mexico was forced to adopt, which 
got further aggravated after the coming into existence of NAFfA. 
Though an agreement has now been reached between the Mexican 
Government and the Emiliano Zapata Liberation Front, this 
uprising is bound to intensify the struggles of the most oppressed 
sections of the American continent. 

The right-wing forces ARENA have won the elections in 
El Salvador. As a result of the agreement between the FMLN and 
the U.S. installed regime in El Salvador last year these elections 
were held. The FMLN and the Leftist forces retain their base in 
the liberated areas while in other parts imperialist financed and 
inspired anti-communist offensive has been whipped up. The 
war-weary people looking for an opportunity for peace were 
intimidated and threatened by the right-wing forces. Despite this 
the FMLN and its allies won 38 out of the 84 seats in the 
Parliament thus denying the right-wing the crucial 2/3rd majority 
which is required for any constitutional amendment. 

NATIONAL SITUATION 

The last meeting of the Central Committee held in December 
1993 had reviewed the results of the elections to the six State 
Assemblies. It had noted that with the electoral setbacks suffered 
by the BJP and the communal forces, a favourable situation had 
developed to carry forward the continuing struggle against the 
economic policies of the Narasimha Rao Government. The 
Central Committee had given a call to intensify the all India 
movement against these policies in the background of the stepped 
up efforts of the Rao Government to further speed up the liberalisa
tion and privatisation programme. The report adopted by the 
Central Committee had stated: 

"It is essential that the fight against the economic policies 
launched through the united platform be carried forward after the 
success of the September 9 Bharat Bandh called by the National 
Platform of Mass Organisations. Building on the success of this 
nation-wide protest action, it is necessary now for an intensive 
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campaign in all parts of the country to ra~ly more sections, 
particularly the rural masses to gear up for the next phase of the 
struggle. A nation-wide programme of ;athas and a rally Ifl 
Delhi should set the stage for launching the next phase of the 
struggle. Here again it is the initiative of our Party, the Left 
forces and the mass organisations which must be commonly 
pooled for taking the struggle against the economic policy to 
new heights." 

It is in keeping with this approach that the Left parties gave a 
call for a countrywide joint campaign in the months of February 
and March in the form of conducting jathas within the states and 
the holding of state level rallies. This intensive campaign would 
also support and supplement the call given by the National 
Platform of Mass Organisations for a march to Parliament on 
April 5. The rallies conducted during this campaign have provided 
a big fillip to the ongoing movement against the economic 
policies. Lakhs of people have participated in the joint rallies 
held at Vijayawada, Bhopal, Calcutta, Bombay, Ahmedabad, 
Bhubaneshwar, Bang"alore, Thanjavur, Agartala and Guwahati. 
Preceding these rallies there were state level jathas jn Madhya 
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Kerala, Kamatak, Orissa, Tripura, Maharashtra 
and Tamil Nadu. 

April 5 Rally 
The rally of April 5 galvanised the atmosphere in opposition to 

the new economic policies and the provisions of GATT. At our 
initiative, despite the harvesting season, there was a large turn out. 
The bulk of the mobilisation came from the peasantry and the 
agricultural labour. A noteworthy feature was the large participa· 
tion of women. The march to Parliament defied the ban on the 
procession and the use of Boat Club grounds. The militant 
defiance in the face of police repression has given a fillip to the 
ongoing struggle. The campaign conducted by the Party jointly 
with other Left forces has now got to be carried forward. 1he Left 
parties met on Apnl 7 and decided to launch a nationwide civil 
disobedience movement in August-September, 1994. The process 
of enrolling volunteers must begin immediately. The target being 
at least one million. Our Party should take the initiative once 
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again to make this programme a success. This c1vtl d1sobed1ence 
mov.ement must be made successful in a btg way exposmg the 
difficult1es people are facing as a result of the new economic 
policies and GATI. While the bulk of the activity will come from 
non-working class mass organisations, the trade unions will move 
synchronising their solidarity dunng this period. The enrolment 
of the volunteers will begin from the May day, whose observation 
must highlight the rulmg class offensive through these policies. In 
the concrete working out of the details of this programmes at the 
state level, local issues, affecting the toiling people should be 
incorporated. 

The irntiattve taken by the Party and the Left unitedly in 
mob1lizmg for the next phase of the struggle against the economic 
policies has been very timely and appropriate. The Narasimha 
Rao Government is signing the final act of the GATI treaty on 
April 15 at Morocco. By domg so it has bartered away India's 
sovereign decision makmg powers in vital spheres of the 
economy. Despite widespread opposition and protests, the Rao 
Government which has completely tied itself to the IMF World 
Bank dictated path has betrayed the country. The debate in 
Parliament on the GATI treaty has exposed the felonious 
arguments being trotted out by the Rao Government to justify 
signing the treaty. 

The surrender on the GATI treaty is a logical corollary of the 
new economic policies which is eroding the country's economic 
sovereignty. The Rao Government has one further ahead on the 
disastrous path of opening up to imperialist fmance capital and 
pampering the big bourgeoisie. 

Preceding the Union Budget, the Rao Government callously 
announced a series of administered price hikes. The pnces of 
sugar, wheat, rice, petrol and diesel were sharply increased m 
qmck succession adding to an extra burden of Rs. 4,000 crore on 
the people. Following this the Railway Budget has added another 
Rs. 1,000 crore in the name of passenger and freight fare increases. 
Alongwith this Rs. 5,000 crore onslaught on the common people, 
the Union Budget has given further hberal concessions to the 
rich. Corporate taxes have been lowered. The various direct and 
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indirect tax concessions of Rs. 4,081 crore will end up ennchmg 
the pockets of the affluent. On the other hand, the budget 
proposals have cut the subsidies on food and fertiltsers from the 
revised estimate of the previous budget by Rs. 1,800 crore. 

The changes in excise and import duties have been so done as 
to benefit foreign finance capital and adversely affect certam 
sectors of the domestic industry. The worst affected are the small 
and tmy sectors and vital industries like steel. The future of small 
scale sector which catered to the needs of a large section and 
employed lakhs is seriously threatened. Another retrograde 
feature of the budget is that there is a further squeeze on the State 
Governments finances. Administered pnce hikes, instead of 
increase in shareable taxes, deprives the states of their share. The 
budgetary support for plan outlays for the states has been actually 
reduced. Further the state governments will have to bear the brunt 
of the increased administered prices. 

The budget has exposed the tall claims of the Finance Minister 
with the fiscal deficit reaching an unprecedented figure of 
Rs. 58,551 crore against the estimated Rs. 36,459 crore which is 
7 .3 per cent of the GDP. The revenue deficit has gone up to 
Rs. 34,058 crore against the estimated Rs. 17 ,630 crore. This 
indicates that the government has lost control over the economy 
The recessionary conditions in industry continues and despite the 
claims for the budget-there are bleak prospects for overall growth 
of the economy. 

The adverse effects of the administered price hikes • .md the 
budget proposals are already seen. The inflation rate has gone up 
sharply and is in double digits. The wholesale price index is now 
over 10 per cent. This provisional estimate will rise when the final 
figures are available. 

The government is boasting of a substantial foreign exchange 
reserve of $ 11 billion. The bulk of this increase is due to the 
inflow of "hot money" through foreign financial institutions' 
investment through the stock market which is volatile and can 
flow out of the country also. 

The reactionary impact of the entire economic poltcy is being 
savagely felt by the workmg people. While the government has 
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retreated from immediately implementing an official exit poltcy, 
the dnve to close down vanous public sector concerns or privatise 
them has been stepped up. Many NTC mills face this threat and 
thousands of workers will lose their jobs. The government has 
pushed through bills to privatise the civil aviation sector, open 
up the banking sector and even the mining industry. All these 
bills were passed m the current session of Parliament agamst 
determined resistance of the Left and secular opposition parties. 
The relentless onslaught against the public distribution system 
continues. The recent increase in the issue price of rice and wheat 
have further damaged the system. In a place like Kerala where the 
public di.<.tribution system is relatively well developed, with the 
recent increase, the price of rice 1s more in the fair price shops 
than the open market. In many tribal areas in the country 
starvation and hunger related diseases have taken their toll of 
lives. With the new onslaughts through the changes in exci.<.e 
duties and import duties thousands of workers in small units all 
over the country are gomg to be thrown out of job.<.. 

The sustained efforts by the Left parties, the platform of Mass 
Organisations and other democratic forces have succeeded to 
some extent in checking the BJP from diverting the attention of 
the people into communal channels. The BJP adopts a basic 
position of supporting the new economic policies. It has brazenly 
supported the three bills of privatisation which were presented in 
the Parliament in the budget session. But the BJP also is faced 
with the pressure from the mass discontent over the economic 
policies. Despite their initial reluctance, the BJP is now trying 
cashing in the situation and has come out against the GATI treaty 
in their recent Hyderabad session. The AIADMK Government in 
Tamil Nadu has also opposed the treaty. With all the opposition 
political parties in the field opposing GATI there has been a 
wider awareness among the rural masses about the dangers of the 
GATiterms. 

This has facilitated the drawing in of the peasantry agamst the 
economic policies. The struggle against the economic policies 
which has begun by the industrial workmg class has step by step 
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now encompassed the rural masses. A situat10n has now come 
about where both the urban and rural mas.ses can be brought into a 
single united movement agamst the disastrous economic policies. 
The momentum given by theApnl 5 rally must be earned forward 
so that this movement becomes the central focus and by drawmg 
in more and more sections of the people into the struggle. 

BJP Reiterates Hindutva 
The BJP in its recent national executive session m Hyderabad 

has made 1t clear that it will contmue to communahsm its basic 
platform and continue to take up all the issues like Ayodhya which 
can rouse communal feelings. The recent RSS prathinidhi sabha 
at Nagpur which preceded the BJP session set out the gmdelmes 
for the "BJP. Both the BJP and the RSS would hke to utilise the 
GAIT and other mass issues to forge broader oppos1t1on urnty as a 
way to overcome its present political isolation. While we must 
utilise the overall atmosphere against the economic policies among 
the people, we should guard against any attempts to smuggle in 
the BJP into the common platforms. There is no question of such 
a common platform as the BJP/RSS aim at disrupting popular 
unity of common masses through their communal platform thus 
strengthening the ruling classes. In this connection our Party 
firmly opposes the views of Chandra Shekhar and George 
Fernandes who advocate an understanding with the BJP/RSS for a 
joint movement to defend economic sovereignty. 

Learning from past experience, we must, while advancing the 
movement against the economic policies simultaneously be 
vigilant to see that the BJP and allied forces do not succeed m 
renewing communal issues and appeal. Already a senes of 
"dharam sansads" have been held by the RSS-BJP. This has 
culminated in the meeting of the sadhus at Hardwar on April 4. 
This meeting has given a call for a sadhus yatra from Dussehra to 
Diwali to demand handmg over of the disputed site to the VHP for 
building a temple. Thus seeking to divert the growing unity 
amongst the people agamst the economic policies, once again. 
The RSS/VHP/BJP/Bajrang Dai will once again try to whip up 
tensions and strive for a communal polarisation. 
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On the question of Ayodhya, the Left and the secular forces 
must contmue to demand that the reference under Article 143 to 
the Supreme Court for an opinion be scrapped. The Mulayam 
Singh Government has also now taken the stand before the 
Supreme Court that the current reference be rescinded and all the 
cases be taken up for a full bench verdict under Article 138(2). 
This has been the stand taken consistently by our Party and many 
other forces. In spite of the fact that the minorities are prepared 
to accept the counter verdict under these conditwns, the Rdo 
Government is adopting a dangerous game of trying to build 
the temple at the disputed site through some Shankaracharyas, 
thus attemptmg to reduce the whole dispute to the question of 
who will build the temple instead of resolving the controversy 
once and for all through a court verdict that will be binding on 
all parties. 

Supreme Court Judgement on Secularism and Article 356 

In the struggle against the communal forces, the recent Supreme 
Court judgement on the use of Article 356 of the Const1tut1on will 
have a significant beanng. The judgement has categorically 
asserted that secularism is a baste feature of the Constitution. The 
nme member Constitution bench has unanimously upheld the 
dismissal of the three BJP run governments on the grounds that its 
activities were not secular. The judgement has provided a clear 
direction that religion and politics cannot be mixed and is 
impermissible under the Constitution. This dtrective of the 
Supreme Court should provide the basis for the government to 
bring legislation which can enforce separat10n of religion and 
politics in all spheres. 

At the same time the Supreme Court has also upheld the federal 
principle. In a landmark judgement, the majority of the judges 
have held that Article 356 cannot be used merely to dismiss 
governments belonging to parties other than the one ruling at the 
Centre. It has stipulated the necessity of Parliamentary approval. 
It has asserted the right of judicial review of presidential procla
mations under Article 356 and the right to examine material 
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connected with such a decision. The judgement declared the 
dismissal of the Bommai Government in Karnataka and the non
Congress(I) Governments in Nagaland and Meghalaya a~ 

unconstitutional. This judicial directive can be given political 
weight and authority by popularising and campaigning in defence 
of the secular basis of the Constitution and also demand that 
federal principles be strictly abided by the Centre. 

KASHMIR 

The Narasimha Rao Government has so far failed to utilise the 
favourable situation after the lifting of the siege of the Hazratbal 
shrine by moving promptly to address the political problems 
connected with the Kashmir issue. In the meantime, Pakistan 
sought to use the UN Human Rights Commission forum by 
moving a resolution on Kashmir to internationalise the issue. It 
failed in this effort. 

The ruling classes in Pakistan, due to their internal poht1cal 
difficulties are also taking a strident anti-India position in order to 
divert the attention of the popular discontent domestically. But the 
Rao Government is under intense pressure from the USA. Pnor to 
the Geneva Conference the Clinton administration has been 
making hostile statements against India on Kashmir. Recently, 
when the assistant secretary of state, Robin Raphel visited India, 
the Rao Government accorded her undue importance not 
warranted by her official status. The USA is intervening clearly in 
favour of the creation of an independent Kashmir over which it 
hopes to have direct influence. 

The efforts to pressurise India has heightened with the decision 
to sell F-16 planes to Pakistan bypassing the Pressler amendment 
prohibiting such sales to Pakistan. It is essential that patnotic 
feelings be aroused against the U.S. manoeuvres. 

Janata Dai Disarray 

In the national political scene, after the assembly elections in 
certain states last November, the Janata Dai has suffered big 
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setbacks. After its debacle in Uttar Pradesh, I 0 out of 27 MLA~ 
and sizable chunks of the party have JOtned the Samajwad1 Party. 
The differences in the leadership have also come out in the 
open and the party has been trymg to mamtain unity by asking 
V. P. Smgh to become the President of the party. V. P. Singh 
himself has expressed his reluctance to take up the post and this 
has created further confusion m the party. In Orissa, BiJU Patnaik 
pursues his own path of supportmg the economic pohcies of the 
Rao Government. There are differences within the Janata Dai in 
Karnataka. Among the other National Front partners, the DMK 
has also split with a sizable section having gone out with 
V. Gopalaswamy. Only in Andhra Pradesh, the Telugu Desam is 
meeting with a good response from the people. 

A feature that needs to be noted is the growing feeling amongst 
the oppressed castes particularly the dalits against the exploitation 
heaped against them. This was reflected in the la~t elections in 
U.P. when large sections of these communities came out and 
voted against the Congress(!) and the BJP. However, caste leaders 
especially like Kansh1 Ram seek to utilise this discontent for their 
political benefit and prevent the oppressed sections from joining 
the democratic mainstream. It needs to be reiterated that such an 
approach will neither improve the cond1t10ns of these sections not 
advance the democratic movement for social equality and justice. 
While we openly have to intervene in all instances of high-caste 
oppression, instances of which have occurred after the last 
elections in UP, our Party must take the initiative to jam these 
sections in the broad democratic struggles that are takmg place. 
Experience has shown that neither the rights of the minont1es can 
be safeguarded through isolated movements separating them from 
the general democratic struggles nor can the issues of social 
justice and struggles agamst oppression be conducted in isolation 
from the democratic struggles. Expenence of the states where the 
Left is strong vindicate this. While exposing the motives of the 
caste leaders, our Party should take the initiative in highlightmg 
the issues concerning the oppressed sections and leadmg their 
struggles. 
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The developments in the U .P. unit of the CPI are mdeed 
unfortunate. Even leaders of the stature of Z. A. Ahmed after 
decades of communist activity have deserted and 3oined the 
Sama3wadi Party. Our Party should take the m1tiat1ve m drawing 
together the vast mass of the Left support base m the current 
struggles. 

Congress Position 
Narasimha Rao have been able to strengthen his posit10n in the 

post assembly election period. At the national level there is no 
immediate challenge to his leadership. However, intense fact1onal-
1sm and infighting contmues to plague the party in Gujarat, 
Karnataka, Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh and other states. Due to 
this as well, the Congress continues to get weakened. The recent 
ewe meeting has clearly shown this factionalism as a result of 
which all pretence of inner party democracy has been given up 
All posts are to be filled through nomination by Rao. 

In a situation where the secular opposition combination is m 
disarray, the Congress(!) has moved to take advantage. After the 
assembly elections, the Congress(!) was able to engineer defections 
thus making a mockery of the anti-defection law. Ajit Singh 
along with his MPs joined the Congress and helped it to acquire a 
narrow majority. After this cynical manoeuvre the Congress(I) 
has become more impervious to public opinion and brazenly 
violates democratic norms. 

Instances of corruption have reached scandalous heights under 
the Rao Government. While Bofors continues to remain, the Rao 
Government has refused to take any action in the biggest corruption 
scandal since independence, the securities scam. Another scandal 
which came to light recently involves a list of 42 politicians 
mostly belonging to the Congress(!) and some leaders of other 
parties who are reported to have received big sums of money 
illegally from some hawala dealers. In many countries like Italy 
and Japan we have seen governments falling due to such scandals. 
However, in India, the Rao Government continues to unashamedly 
remam violating the most elementary norm~ of a democratic 
polity. 
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Electoral Reforms 

The vanous evils which undermine the electoral system and 
the arbitrary functioning of the Chief Election Commissioner 
highlights the need for urgent electoral reforms. The government 
must initiate steps to evolve an all-party consensus for the 
implementation of the recommendations of the Dinesh Goswami 
Committee on electoral reforms. 

The Rao Government must immediately take steps to make the 
multi-member Election Commission a functional body. 

Forthcoming Assembly Elections 

The elections to various state assemblies by the end of this year 
will take place in the background of the serious onslaught of the 
economic policies on the people by the Congress(!) Government 
and the continuing threat from the communal forces. It is essential 
to see that the Congress(!) and the BJP are defeated m these polls. 
The Left and secular opposition force-; should work together in a 
spirit of mutual accomodation and understanding to defeat the 
Congress(!) and the BJP. 

Attacks on Left Stepped Up 

Emboldened by its acquiring a majority in the Lok Sabha, the 
Congress(!) has also targeted the Left for attack. The offensive 
against the Left in its strongholds by the Congress(!) is because 
the Left is the only force which can put up determined resistance 
against the pro-imperialist and pro-monopolist economic policies. 
With the BJP a silent partner in support, it 1s only the Left parties 
which are in the lead of popular resistance. The Congress(!) is 
adopting an anti-Left posture in order to facilitate imperialist 
subversion of the economy and for helping a narrow strata of big 
business. 

The Congress(!) leadership has intensified the political attacks 
on the Left Jed Government of West Bengal and Tripura and 
against the CPI(M) in Kerala. In West Bengal, there have been a 
series of violent agitations with incidents of attack on police 
personnel. There .have been a series of visits by Union Ministers 
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and top Congress(!) leaders hke Sharad Pa war, Jhakhar, Salve and 
Manmohan Singh who have incited the Congre~~(l) followers 
Sharad Pawar gave a call to throw out the Left Front Government 
Every incident of cnme in the state is sought to be given a 
political colour and with the help of a section of the bourgeois 
press to malign the CPI(M). The Youth Congress leaders went 
with a memorandum signed by 35 Congress(!) MPs demanding 
the dismissal of the West Bengal Government. 

In Kerala, the Karunakaran Government has taken the un
precedented step of using TADA to detain four CPI(M) cadre5 
in Kannur district. Eight more important leaders have been 
warranted under this black act. The reason for the use of this 
repressive act is because the CPI(M) is firmly countering the 
terror tactics of the RSS in the district. The Congress(l) led 
Government wants to punish the CPI(M) for fighting the com
munal forces by using an act which was intended agamst the 
foreign backed terrorists in Punjab and Kashmtr. There have also 
been murders of two important CPI(M) cadres in Pallakad d1stnct 
by Congressmen. 

In Tripura, the Congress(!) group in the assembly is boycotting 
the entire budget session. The Congress(!) is raising the bogey of 
break down of law and order in the state while combming with the 
TUJS to create violent incidents. The Tripura Governor, Ramesh 
Bhandari is aiding and abetting these actions which are bemg 
master minded by Santosh Mohan Deb. The ant1-extrem1st 
campaign initiated by the Left Front Government has achieved 
considerable success. While many of the former extremists are 
surrendering, sections of the Congress(!) are once again trying to 
hobnob with these elements for its petty political gains. Thus it is 
once again proving to be a party which does not hesitate to 
jeopardise national unity for its political gams. It is now known 
that two groups are operating from across the border trying to 
create trouble in Tnpura as well as the other states of the North 
East. The Congress(!) instead of tackling this problem is creating 
obstacles in restoring peace. Our Party is exposing thts game 
amongst the people and rallying them. 
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Strengthen Left's United Activities 
The response to this attack should be to further strengthen 

the unity of the Left forces. In the present political situati~n, the 
rallying of all those affected by the economic policies and 
the struggle to isolate the communal forces can be carried 
forward only with the ever expanding intervention of the Left. It 
must unitedly rebuff the anti-democratic manoeuvres of the 
Congress(!). The Left must be in the forefront of the struggles 
against the Congress(!) Government at the Centre and the 
communal forces. The struggle against the communal forces must 
be strengthened by rallying all secular opposition forces. This will 
help in reforging the unity of all the secular and democratic forces 
to fight back both these dangers. The enthusiasm and impact 
generated by the big CPI(M)-CPI rallies in Vijayawada and 
Thanjavur must be taken forward. 



CPl(M) Hails Historic Victory of 
African National Congress* 

Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) Issued Statement 
Dated May 4, 1994 to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) hails the historic victory of the 
African National Congress in the South African elections. These 
results mark the end of the hated and universally condemned 
apartheid regime and herald the process of establishment of a 
non-racial democratic South Africa. 

While congratulating the people of South Africa, the 
Communist Party of ·India (Marxist) recalls the glorious struggle 
of the South African people led by the ANC in one of the longest 
and most bitter of struggles for human dignity and liberty. The 
South African people have triumphed, thus rekindling the 
determination for the onward march of humanity. 

In this moment of triumph and rejoicing, the Communist Party 
of India (Marxist) joins the celebration recalling the bonds of 
solidarity that existed all through the period of struggle between 
the people's of India and South Africa. The Polit Bureau of the 
Communist Party of India (Marxist) calls upon all its units to 
observe lOth of May, the day when Nelson Mandela assumes 
the office of President of South Africa, as a victory day all over 
the country. 

*Pubhshed ID PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY, New Delhi, May 8, 1994 



CPl(M) Opposes Centre's Move 
on Rajya Sabha* 

Statement Dated May 9, 1994 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses its strong opposition to 
the Central Government's proposal to amend the nature of 
representation in the Rajya Sabha. The government has proposed 
an amendment to the Representation of People's Act whereby the 
qualification prescribed for a candidate for the Rajya Sabha that 
he or she belong to the state concerned by being ordinarily 
resident there, is to be done away with. 

Such an amendment violates the fundamental basis of the 
Rajya Sabha which is designated as the council of states in the 
Constitution. The members of this House, unhke the Lok Sabha, 
should represent the states and not any constituency in the 
country. 

By deleting this vital feature, the federal principle underlying 
the constitutional arrangement of an Upper House, which 
represents the states, will be undermined. 

The Polit Bureau appeals to all political parties not to tamper 
with the federal principle and the basic principle of a House of 
the states for short-term considerations of electing members to 
the Rajya Sabha somehow or the other. 

The Polit Bureau refutes the Press reports that the Left parties 
have supported such an anti-federal and anti-democratic move. 
It calls upon the Central Government not to proceed with such 
legislation. 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, May 15, 1994. 



Homage to Comrade Bijoy Modak* 
~ 

Comrade B1joy Modak, a member of the CPl(M) West Bengal 
state committee and secretary of Hoogly district committee, 
breathed his last at 7 a.m. on May 9, 1994. Born in 1906, 
Comrade Modak joined the freedom struggle while still in school. 
He was associated with the then revolutionary group, Jugantar. 
During the 1930-32 non-cooperation and civil disobedience 
movement, he was jailed twice. He joined the Communist Party 
in 1934 and devoted himself to organising the peasant movement. 
After independence, he took a leading role in organising the 
refugees. He also participated in the Tebhaga movement. He was 
again thrown into jail by the Congress Government in 1949-50. 
With the formation of the CPI(M). he joined it and since theD 
continued as the secretary of the Hoogly district committee till 
his death. 

He was elected to the West Bengal Assembly in 1957. 
Subsequently, he was elected to the Lok Sabha from Hoogly 
constituency for three terms in 1967, 1971,, 1977. Then his 
constituency was changed. He contested and defeated P. C. Sen 
from Arambagh Lok Sabha constituency. 

Truly, he was one of the pioneers of the Communist movement 
in West Bengal. With his death, West Bengal has lost one of the 
veterans. The CPI(M) Polit Bureau has also condoled his death 
and sent the following message to West Bengal comrades: 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses its deep sorrow at 
the passing away of Comrade Bijoy Modak, veteran leader of the 
Communist movement of West Bengal and a member of the state 

*Pubhshed m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, May 15, 1994. 
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committee of the Party. Comrade Bijoy Modak was one of the 
pioneering builders of the Communist Party who joined the anti
imperialtst movement while a young student. He joined the Party 
in 1934. Since then, in the past sixty years, he played a leadrng 
role in developing the peasant movement. His rich and varied 
contributions saw him emerge as one of the important leaders of 
the Party. Having joined the CPl(M) at its inception, he served 
as the secretary of the Hoogly district committee of the Party till' 
his death. 

Comrade Bijoy Modak was a Communist leader who embodied 
the finest values of a revolutionary. In his death the Communist 
movement in West Bengal and the country has suffered a big loss. 
The Polit Bureau pays homage to the memory of this veteran 
revolutionary. 



On BJP's Attitude to Supreme 
Court Judgement on Secularism* 

Statement Dated May 19, 1994 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The BJP leadership has come out against the Supreme Court 
judgement on secularism and the use of Article 356. The reasons 
given by the BJP make it amply clear that it is opposed to the 
court's directive that secularism is a basic feature of the Constitu
tion and that mixing of religion and politics is prohibited in a 
secular state. The BJP has sought to justify its communal 
platform and its mixing of religion and politics on the Ayodhya 
issue by stating that the theory of the basic structure of the 
Constitution cannot apply to political speeches and party 
documents. This is nothing but a declaration that the BJP 
will continue to utilise religion for political purposes. By 
characterising the court's landmark judgement upholding the 
dismissals of the BJP governments as "a post facto justification to 
a void action", the BJP has explicitly decided not to delink itself 
from communal politics. 

The legal hair-splitting indulged in by the BJP in rejecting the 
Supreme Court judgement only exposes its refusal to accept the 
constitutional definition of secularism. All the talk of the 
increased misuse of Article 356 due to the court judgement is 
false as the verdict has simultaneously declared the dismissals of 
the Kamataka and Meghalaya governments as unconstitutional 
and provided for judicial review of use of Article 356. All the 
democratic and secular forces in the country will demand that the 
Supreme Court judgement has to be the guideline for all future 
steps to separate religion from politics which harms the secular 
basis of the lndian state and the Constitution. 

*Published in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, May 29, 1994. 



CPl(M) Criticises BJP's Opposition 
to Election Reforms Bill* 

Statement Dated May 23, 1994 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau to Press 

The BJP leader, A. B. Vajpayee, has expressed his party's 
opposition to the provision in the Election Reforms Bill which 
empowers the High Courts to deregister political parties which 
are found to mix religion with politics. This is one of the 
amendments proposed to the Representation of People's Act. 

The BJP's opposition stems from its refusal to give up the use 
of religious issues for political purposes based on its Hindutva 
ideology. No secular party can subscribe to this stand. The BJP 
must realise that such a provision fully conforms to the 
requirements of a secular state under the Constitution as the 
recent Supreme Court judgement has authoritatively confirmed. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) is also of the opinion that a 
multi-member commission will strengthen the independent basis 
and functioning of the Election Commission. However, the 
CPl(M) is opposed to the mode of appointment of the election 
commissioners which has been left solely to the government, 
in the constitutional amendment Bill. The Dinesh Goswami 
committee's recommendations providing for consultations in 
such appointments should be followed. 

*Pubhshed m PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, May 29, 1994. 



On Prime Minister's U.S. Visit* 

Statement Dated May 20, 1994 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M) to Press 

The stand taken by Prime Minister Narasimha 
U.S. visit on the question of nuclear non-prt> 
rights and Kashmir reflect the vital concerns of the '·" 
These policy positions have been powerfuJh· 
opimon and articulated in parliament in respon~e 
pressure on these issues. The talks with p,,_,.,.: 
that America refuses to appreciate India' 
administration will continue to mount presst.rc on thP Tnrl·~
govemment to curb its independent development 
missile technology, and this must be resisted. 

The Prime Minister has, in his speeches, sought to L • •11 ..... Y ...... 

there is a wide consensus in the country on the economic' . 
of his government, particularly in the political sphere. The Pnme 
Minister has claimed this, knowing very well that there is no ~uch 
consensus, in his eagerness to solicit investments by Amencan 
multinationals. There is major opposition iil the country to the 
new economic pohcies of the Rao Government ancf thi;-
the GA TT treaty, and popular resistanc~ tu. 
is growing. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) e:irnrc
opposition to the reported decision 
military cooperation between the U. 
Suc.h, a step ~oul.d be fraught with dc:Jlgerous co111"1e4uc11"""'~ ·~ 
Indi~ ~ sec~nty mterests, especially in the light of •"' 
admmist~ahon's decision to supply F-16 fi · 
U.S. designs are to co-opt India within it-
offering a secu?ty r~lationship. The people 
such a plan which will be detrimental to Indic. 

*Pubhshed tn PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delht, May 29, 1994. 



Homage To Comrade 
Erich Honecker* 

Statement Dated May 30, 1994 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

_ )J v.~1u of the CPl(M) mourns the death of Erich Honecker, 
•· 1man Communist leader and one of the builders of 

n-tnafo.t German Democratic Republic. Born in a workmg class 
·v 'i'1ined the Communist movement in his youth 

. ., .c:;;y ~n- 1inportant role in the anti-fascist struggle. He wa~ 
•• .h '"regime. After the war, Honecker worked 

' 1'
1 7 

• f . I h G ------u1_,.-1v1 .... :ie construct10n o socia ism m t e erman 
u ........ --·~ • ~ 0 ~pubhc and rose to become the general secretary of 

. ,o 
· , Unity Party of Germany and Its head of state. 

d1smantlmg of the GDR, Honecker W<l~ persecuted 
."nd .L <lS put on trial after bemg impn~oned. The fabricated 

! -cnarges were a traversity of all legdl norms L1vmg his last days m 
exile in Chile, Honecker died retammg his staunch commitment 
to Marxism-Lenm1sm. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) pays homage to his memory . 
.Jr.:,.."1'T .. ~J~rjh1Jtjon~_Jo .tbe working class movement in Germany and 

"'-'l'ch'l"Stfl' will forever be cherished. 

*Pubh~hcd m PEOPLES DEMOCRACY, New Delhi, June 5, 1994 



Polit Bureau Communique* 

Issued Following Its Meeting Held in 
New Delhi on June 3-4, 1994 

There is no substance whatsoever in the wild spewlations m a 
section of the media th~t the CPl(M) has given up Ifs well
considered posltwn on electoral reforms after the Clue/ Electwn 
Commissioner TN. Seshan, met the West Bengal Chief Mtnister, 
Jyoti Basu. This l-tas asserted by CPl(M) general secretarv 
Hark1shan Smgh Surjeet, who was addressing a Press conference 
at the Party headquarters on June 6, J 994 afternoon. On tlm 
occasion, he also released the communique of the Party's Poltt 
Bureau that met at New Delhi on June 3-4, 1994. 

In fact, it is the other parties, for instance, the BJ P which have 
gone back on their earlier position about a multi-member Electwn 
Commission, Surjeet added. 

According to the CPl(M) leader, the Party is also oppmed to 
the appomtment of Election Commissioners hy the government on 
Its own which can only compromise their independence. He l-tOllted 
that the recommendations of the Dmesh Gostt;ami comnuttee be 
implemented in tlus regard. As a mmimwn, the government must, 
~t least, consult the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court to ensure 
mdependence of the Election Commission, a vital pillar of lndwn 
democracy. 

In reply to a question, Surjeet opined that the earlter 
arrangement of a multi-member commission did not work precisely 
because there l-tas no constitutional amendment to define its 
constitutwn, the Election Commissioners' powers etc. 

The CP!(M) leader also lambasted the government for the 
strange amendment it has proposed regardmg the Rajya Sabha 

*Published m PEOPLES DEMOCRACY , New Delhi, June 12, 1994 
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and said it attacked the very federal structure of the Constitution. 
But he welcomed the move to incorporate the Supreme Court ruling 
011 secularism being the basic structure of India's Constitution. in 
the form of constitutional amendments, so that politics could he 
clef inked jimn religion. 

Regarding the recent by-polls, Surjeet cited concrete facts and 
figures to establish that the Congress has lost ground in various 
states. In UP. and Bihm: it has been relegated to the backyards 
while in prestigious constituencies like Kurnool and Baramati it 
has suffered an erosion of votes. It could gain only in Himachal 
and Madhya Pradesh where its main rival was the BJP and there 
H·as no left and secular alternative available to the people. In 
Punjab too, its propaganda about restoration of peace did not 
bring it any benefit while in Guruvayoor its ally, the Muslim 
League, lost the seat to an LDF-backed candidate though it 
was a S<~fe seat for the leat.:ue. In Tamil Nadu and West Bengal 
too, its performance was worse than the last time. The fact that 
the BJP won the Meerut parliamentarv seat was due to the 
background of riots there and does not indicate anr significant 
gain for that party which, on the whole, did not fare any 
better. 

Discussing the economic situation, Surjeet lambasted the 
!iheralisatirm policy of the government which has led to the recent 
sugar scandal.for instance. It is ridiculous that sugar is now selling 
at Rs. 18 to 19 a kg in open market while the public distribution 
system is made to suffer a shortage and sugar magnates are allowed 
to reap super pro.fits. The continuously galloping il~flation, now at 
the level of 11.09 per cent, also debunks the tall claims made by 
the proponents of globalisation and liberalisation. Siojeet also 
quoted the example of Maharashtra ·where the MNCs have been 
ensured a 16 per cent profit on their investment in power sector 
which will only crush the common man under the weight of 
exorbitant po'rver tariffs. 

That is why the Left parties have given a call for civil 
disobedience movement from Aut.:ust 16 and, Surjeet added, their 
preparatory campaigns are receiving encouraging response from 
the toiling masses. 
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The CPI( M) Leader also reiterated his Party's stand 011 the issue 
of Tripura Governor's removal and informed ahout the Po/i1 
Bureau's call for observing June 25 as a dov rJ/' solidarity with 
Tripura. About Kashmir, he criticised the Centre for not making 
use, through political initiatives, of the favourable situation arising 
out of the people's growing abhorance of extremism. He was of the 
opinion that the Centre must also clearly demarcate between those 
who want to merge with Pakistan and those 1-rho want to protect 
Kashmiris' identity though under the misguided slogan of an 
independent Kashmir. 

On this occasion, Surjeet also congratulated the Indian 
scientific-technical community for the succes.~Jitl test firing of 
Prithvi missile. 

The communique issued by the Polit Bureau on this occasion is 
being reproduced below: 

Electoral Reform Bill 

The Polit Bureau considered the 82nd Constitution Amendment 
Bill and the Representation of People (Amendment) Bill being 
brought before the special session of parliament from June 13. 
The CPI(M) has been advocating comprehensive electoral reforms. 
It is in this respect that it has demanded that the Dinesh Goswami 
committee's recommendations be considered the basis for such 
reforms. One of the important recommendations of the Dinesh 
Goswami committee is the setting up of a multi-member Election 
Commission. The CPI(M) has consistently stood for the setting 
up of a multi-member Election Commission as a step towards 
~trengthening the functioning of the Election Commission as an 
Independent body. However, in the proposed constitutional 
amendment, the appointment of the election commissioners has 
been vested solely with the government. 

The Polit Bureau decided that it cannot support an arrangement 
where the election commissioners are appointed purely at the 
behes.t of.the government which can detract from their independent 
constitutional status. The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) decided 
therefore that it will support the Bill for setting up the multi
member corn · · · f he mission only tf the mode of appointment o t 
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election comm1ss1oners ts changed and tts independence 

ensured. 
The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) reiterated tts strong and totdl 

opposition to the amendment suggested m the Represent<ttion of 
Peoples Act which changes the nature of repre~entat1on m the 
RaJYa Sabha. This self-serving proposal is a blatant attack on the 
federal feature of the Const1tut10n which provides for the Rajya 
Sabha bemg the council of states. The existence of such an 
amendment m the Peoples Representation Bill is totally 
unacceptable and therefore the CPI(M) will oppose the Bill if such 
a clause 1~ included. Deletion of the clause 1s essential. Another 
major provis10n m the Bill for dereg1stration of political parties 
by the High Court decision on the grounds of mixing rehgton 
with politics is welcome and is in consonance with the recent 
Supreme Court Judgement which defmes secularism as a basic 
feature of the Constitution. 

By-Election Results 
The Polit Bureau reviewed the re~ult~ of the by-elections to the 

eight Lok Sabha and 16 a~sembly con~tituencies. The result~ ~how 
the declining mfluence of the Congress(!). It has won the five Lok 
Sabha ~eats 'a:htch it held previously and has not wre~ted any seat 
from the opposition. Even, in the seats that it has \\'on, there is a 
trend of substantial loss of votes polled. Even, in a prestigious 
seat like Kurnool in Andhra Pradesh, where the Chief Minister 
Vtjay Bhaskar Reddy's son contested and where it misused official 
machinery, its margin has come down heavily. In Punjab, where it 
had made the restoration of peace its main election plank, it was 
only able to win in Nakodar, where too its margm has been reduced 
from J 3,000 to 5,000 as compared to the last elections. In Ajnala, 
its candidate was defeated by more than 10,000 votes. The Congress 
party continues to be a dimini~hmg force in Uttar Pradesh and 
Bihar where it has been unable to win any seat and has been 
relegated to a poor third position. In the south, apart from the loss 
of support in Kurnool, the party has fared miserably in Tamil Nadu 
and its ally, the Muslim League, has lost one of its safe seats 
Guruvayoor to the LDF supported independent. It is only in 
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Madhya Pradesh and Himachal Pradesh where the BJP is the main 
rival that the Congress(!) has fared well. The Congress has done 
badly wherever the Left and secular opposition parties have been 
the main alternative. 

The BJP has also done badly. It has not been able to win any 
seat in Madhya Pradesh and Himachal Pradesh. It has also lost 
ground in Uttar Pradesh in the assembly seats while its sole success 
in the Lok Sabha in Meerut is in an area which has seen communal 
riots. 

The Polit Bureau noted with satisfaction the perfor_mance of the 
Left. The victory in Guruvayoor is an effective blow against 
the UDF, the Congress(l)'s alliance with communal parties. In 
West Bengal, the CPI(M) has retained its assembly seat with a 
bigger margin and the RSP has won the Behrampore Lok Sabha 
seat. The results have once again exploded the myth of rigging as 
these elections were declared to be free and fair by the state 
Congress(!) leadership themselves. 

Economic Situation 

Sugar Scandal: The Polit Bureau noted that the continuing 
inflationary spiral and escalating price rise is a direct result of the 
Union budget proposals for 1994-95. The scandalous way the 
question of supply of sugar has been dealt with has thoroughly 
exposed the government. Ministers and bureaucrats are openly 
squabbling and blaming each other for the mess. The liberalisation 
policy as applied to the sugar sector has led to drastic fall in supply 
of sugar to the public distribution system. The absurdly high price 
of Rs. 18 per kilo of sugar in the open market and its shortage in 
the p~blic distribution system is a bonanza for sugar mill owners 
and bi~ traders. All those responsible for this criminal policy must 
be. p~nished. Immediate steps should be taken to supply at least a 
million tonnes of sugar through the public distribution system. 

The o~slaught on jobs in the industrial sector and public sector 
und~rtakmgs continues unabatedly. The policy of encouraging 
outn.ght closures by private employers and the privatisation of 
pubhc sector units has already cost the jobs of thousands of workers 
and employees. Along with the deleterious effects of the GATf 
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agreement, foreign capital 1s being cillowed ind1scriminclte entry 
into clll sphere" of economic life. The Polit Bureau expre-;sed 1h 
"trong oppos1t1on to the new telecom policy which fac1htcltes 
pnvat1"clt1on of telephone services. 

Civil Disobedience Movement 
The Poht Bureau called for full mobilisation by all the Party 

u111t" to m.ike the forthcommg civil d1"obed1ence movement 
beginnmg from August 16 a big success. The prepcl1«lt1ons for the 
Left pcirt1e" call for thi" countrywide movement to fight back the 
pro-1mpenah"t and harmful economic policies is meeting with a 
good response. The Polit Bureau, after reviewing the preparatory 
work, is confident that the target of one million volunteers prepared 
to go to Jail will be exceeded substantially. This movement should 
mobilise all patriotic and democrat1c-mmded sections who want 
the protection of India s economic sovereignty. 

Kashmir 
The Polit Bureau shcirply cnt1c1-.ed the government of I11d1cl for 

its failure to pay serious attention to t<lcklmg the Kashmir problem, 
even while Paki-.tan is m<lking all efforts to internationalise the 
l~'iue. It 1s not makmg use of the favourable situation ans mg frorn 
the tackling of the Hazratbal crisis as well as the discontent among 
the people due to the ant1-soc1cll activities of the extremists. It ha'> 
failed to make use of the opposition of certain groups which are 
opposing the Pakistani moves and are advocating independent 
Kashmir, to protect their identity. The Polit Bureau felt that it i~ 
not sufficient merely to reiterate that Kashmir remain'i part of India. 
It i~ aho necessary to wm the confidence of the people of Kashmir 
by assuring the protection of their 1dent1ty on the ba"i" of a poht1cal 
solution. Mere reliance on the secunty forces to deal with the 
situation is not going to help in re'lolving the Ka'ihmir question 
and restoring peace in the valley. 

Tripura 

The Po'Iit Bureau condemned the tactics of the Congress(l)-TUJS 
combination which are actively trymg to widen the gulf between 
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the tribal and Bengali communities. The CPI(M) has played the 
key role, over the years, in fostenng inter-ethnic unity and 
communal peace m this sensitive north-eastern state, while the 
Congress(I) is encouraging chauvmist forces. The TUJS and certam 
Congress(!) leaders are sponsoring certam tnbal extrem1~t group~ 
to launch attacks on the non-tnbal people. In the recent period, 
there have been a spate ofkillmgs of CPI(M) workers which shows 
a premeditated plan. 

The s1tuat10n 1s bemg aggravated by the role of the Governor, 
Romesh Bhandari whose partisan act1v1ties are encouragmg the 
disruptive elements in the Congress(!) at the cost of the interests 
of the state. The Polit Bureau reiterates the demand that the 
Governor be forthwith removed. The Central Government must 
provide the state government with adequate paramilitary forces to 
deal with the extremist groups operating from shelters from across 
tfie border. 

Observe Solidarity Day 

The Polit Bureau decided to call upon all its Party units to 
observe a day of solidarity with theTnpura Left Front Government 
to foil the conspiracy to destabilise the situation, for mamtaining 
ethnic unity and in defence of nat10nal umty and for removal of 
Romesh Bhandari from the post of Governor. This day should be 
observed on June 25. 

Successful Test of Prithvi Missile 

The Polit Bureau hailed the successful test firing of the surface 
to surface Prithvi missile in the user trials for induction mto the 
armed forces. This marks an important stage in the self-reliant 
capabilities of the scientific and techmcal personnel of the country. 



On Government's Policy on Sugar* 

Statement Dated June 2, 1994 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The way the Narasimha Rao Government has handled the ~ky
rocketting sugar prices is truly scandalous. While retail sugar pnces 
average Rs. 18 per kilo, putting it beyond the reach of the poor, the 
ministers and bureaucrats of the Central Government are busy 
squabbling and blaming each other for the mess. 

The loot going on through the escalating sugar pnces must be 
traced to the sugar policy of the GOI which is motivated towards 
prov1dmg super profits to the sugar barons m the ndme of 
liberali~at1on. The supplies to the public d1stnbut1on "Ystem (PDS) 
have been drastica1lly reduced wtth the policy of exempting new 
sugar mills from supplying to the PDS for nine years and 
systematically reducing levy sugar quotas. 

The PDS has to be immediately supplied with one million tonnes 
more of sugar and stnct levy must be imposed on the entire sugar 
industry including the new units. There has to be penal action 
against big traders and millowners who hoard stocks. 

The Polit Bureau calls upon all its units to organise protest 
actions to demand curb in sugar price and for easy availab1hty of 
sugar through the public distnbut1on system. 

*Published rn PEOPLES DEMOCRACY. New Delhi, June 12, 1994 



CPI(M) Condemns Price Hikes* 

Statement Dated June 10, 1994 
Issued by The Polit Bureau to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) 
strongly condemns the increase in urea prices, the central issue 
price of rice, the issue price in the public distribution system and 
the de~control of prices of nitrogenous fertilisers. The hike in urea 
prices and the de-control of prices of nitrogenous fertilisers will 
put an additional burden of Rs. 1, 165 crore on the peasantry. The 
price hike imposed earlier on fertilisers has already causect·a decline 
in the use of fertilisers which has an immediate bearing on the 
agricultural production in India. 

The increase in the support price of agricultural produce declared 
by the government cannot reduce the burden put on the peasantry 
by 'the price hike of fertilisers as the poor and middle peasantry 
have very little surplus to sell. These steps will also fuel the hike 
of foodgrain price in the market which 1s already very high. 

The rise in prices ofrice supplied through the public distribution 
system is another callous attack <m the poor. 

*Published in "PEOPLE'S D~MOCRACY", New Delhi, June 19. 1994 



On Multi-Member Election 
Commission* 

Statement Dated June 14, 1994 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

It is unfortunate that the 83rd Constitution Amendment Bill 
proposing to set up a multi-member Election Commission had to 
be withdrawn in parliament. The passage of the Bill would have 
provided the basis for the setting up of a multi-member Election 
Commission which would have strengthened the independent 
functioning of the Election Commission.All major political parties 
have been committed to the formation of such a multi-member 
commission. 

The government accepted the amendment that the appointment 
of election commissioners would be made on the basis of 
consultations with a committee of judges. By this, the vital principle 
that such appointments should not be the sole prerogative of the 
government would have been established and the independence of 
the commission ensured. 

Some of the political parties which were committed to the Dinesh 
Goswami committee's recommendations on a multi-member 
commission have now backed out. The BJP's opposition to the 
Bill is understandable given their resistance to the package of 
electroral reforms which includes prohibition of mixing religion 
with politics. But the CPI's opposition to the provisions of the Bill 
is inexplicable. It has argued for the primacy of a single CEC 
contrary to the united stand taken by the Left so far. It has thereby 
contributed to the scuttling of the consensus of the secular political 
parties essential for the passage of the Bill. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) calls upon all democratic forces 
concerned about election reforms to continue to strive for the setting 
up of a multi-member Election Commission on a sound footing 
which alone can avoid arbitrary functioning and ensure free and 
fair polls. 

*Published in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, June 19, 1994. 



CPl(M)'s Concern Over 
Meghalaya Situation* 

Statement Dated June 23, 1994 
Issued by The Polit Bureau to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses its grave concern at the 
deteriorating situation in Shillong, Meghalaya. Tension prevails 
as the movement for detection of foreigners and their deportation 
is taking the tum of attacking the non-tnbal Indian citizens. 

It is necessary that illegal immigrants livmg in the north-east 
must not be allowed to do so. However, the Central Government 
has not been taking the required steps in this direction. This is 
permitting the rise of chauvinist sentiments that damage the 
people's unity. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) demands that the Central and 
State Governments take immediate steps to protect the life and 
property of all Indian citizens in Shillong. Further. the CPI(M) 
demands that the nghts of the tribal population including job 
reservation must be seriously implemented. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) appeals to the people of 
Meghalaya not to fall prey to chauvinist passions and uphold peace 
and amity in the interests of the country s umty and for speedy 
socio-economic development of the region. 

*Published m PEOPLES DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, July 3, 1994. 



On Split in Janata Dai* 

Statement Dated June 24, 1994 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The split which has taken place in the Janata Dai parliamentary 
group is unfortunate and inopportune. Regrettably, the differences 
which have emerged do not seem to be based on any basic policy 
or programmatic matters. The division stemming from inner 
organisational conflicts, if not resolved, will weaken the secular 
opposition forces which are cooperating with the Left parties in 
the struggle against the Congress(!) government's policies and the 
BJP's communal politics. 

While it is for the concerned groups which owe allegiance to 
the Janata Dai to sort out the current problem, the CPI(M) wishes 
to emphasise that nothing should be done to destabilise the Janata 
Dai Government in Bihar. Despite the many failings of the Bihar 
Government, any move to topple it would be playing into the hands 
of the Congress(!) and the BJP, both of whom the people of Bihar 
have decisively rejected. 

*Published in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, July 3, 1994. 



Resolution on Kashmir Situation* 

Adopted by The Central Committee of The CPI (M) 
in its Meeting Held on July 4-6, 1994 in New Delhi 

The Central Committee of the CPI(M) expresses its grave concern 
at the situation in Kashmir. 

The recent spate of killings in the valley, by the extremists which 
included prominent personalities hke Qazi Nissar and CPI(M) 
members have shown that they continue to receive arms and 
material from across the borders. Many foreign nationals according 
to reports have also joined their ranks. The people of Kashmir are 
fed up with such activities. This is evident from the fact that 
thousands of people demonstrated against the extremists in protest 
against these killings. 

Instead of utilising this situation and the opportunities to evolve 
a political settlement, the government appears to have no clear cut 
policy direction. Instead it gives confusing and contradictory 
signals. The CPI(M) had all along suggested that the Kashmir 
problem can only be solved through a political approach of 
safeguardmg the Kashmiri identity by granting greater autonomy 
to the state. The government, however, is treatmg this as a mere 
law and order problem and seems to have only one policy, that of 
using more and more armed forces. The mere reliance on the 
military will not solve the problem and the CPI(M) demands that 
the government immediately initiate concrete political measures 
to rally the Kashrniri people by inviting political leaders and isolate 
the extremists. 

The nsing murderous attacks by the extremist elements and the 
migration of minorities has created a very tense situation in Doda 
district. It is by now a known fact that the ISI of Pakistan has 

*Pubhshed rn PEOPLES DEMOCRACY, New Delhi, July IO, 1994 
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continuously been trying to engineer communal polansation in 
this sen~1t1ve border state. These anti-Indian designs are bolstered 
by the U.S. imperialist signals that suggest the tnfurcat1on of the 
state of J ammu and Kashmir on communal lines. The current events 
in Doda are part of this anti-India conspiracy. The people of Doda 
have long traditions of communal harmony and coexistence. What 
is required today is the unflmchmg unity of all patnot1c forces to 
strengthen these traditions and defeat this anti-Indian conspiracy. 
Instead, however, the BJP leadership has chosen to ut1hse the 
current events to sharpen the communal polarisation in the state 
for its political ends. Such a stand is utterly reprehensible. 

The CPI(M) appeals to the people of Jammu and Kashmir and 
the rest of the country to come forward and foil the imperialist 
efforts to destabilise our country and threaten its unity and mtegrity. 



Homage to Comrade Kim II Sung* 

Statement Dated July 9, 1994 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marx1~t) 
expresses deep shock and profound grief at the sudden and 
inopportune demise of Comrade Kim 11 Sung, President of the 
DPRK and General Secretary of the Workers' Party of Korea. The 
CPI(M) Party flags all over the country will be lowered to half 
mast on Saturday and Sunday as a mark of respect and homage to 
the great leader Kim Il Sung. 

Comrade Kim 11 Sung, founder of the Socialist North Korea 
was born on April 15, 1912 in a poor peasant family. By this time, 
Korea was already under Japanese occupation. Since his early 
years, Comrade Kim Il Sung was involved in the anti-Japanese 
struggle of the Korean people. In 1926 he fo~) 1~1me "Down 
With Impenahsm Union' which unified the v wllb Korean groups 
fighting dgainst the Japanese. This gave the 1111p:'tus for evolving 
a unified anti-Japanese struggle which culminated in the liberation 
of Korea from Japanese rule. 

Simultaneously, Comrade Kim Il Sung also played an 
important role in unifying the various Communist groups in 
Korea. The Communist Party of Korea was founded in 1925 but 
by 1928 it was disbanded. Comrade Kim Il Sung had played an 
im~ortant role in bringing various groups together, a process 
which had eventually culminated in the formation of the Workers' 
Party of Korea. 

Leading an active underground movement while in occupied 
Manchuria, Comrade Kim ll Sung was the chief architect of raising 
the Korean Peoples Army. In 1934 he joined the Chinese 

*Published in PEOPLES DEMOCRACY, New Delhi, July 17, 1994 
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Comminist Party and was later forced into exile by the Japanese 
imperiahsts. Even in exile he continued to organise the Koreans 
against the Japanese invaders. 

No sooner did the peoples struggle culminate in the hberat1on 
of Korea from Japanese occupation in 1945, U.S. impenahsm 
militarily intervened and perpetuated the d1v1sion of the Korean 
nation and people. For three full years, the Korean Peoples Army 
under Kim II Sung s leadership had to wage a struggle this time 
against U.S. 1mpenahsm which culminated eventually in the defeat 
of U.S. army and the estabhshment of the Democratic Peoples 
Republic of Korea m 1948. · 

After more than two decades of struggle, first against the 
Japanese imperiahsts and then agamst U.S. imperialism, Comrade 
Kim II Sung assumed charge of North Korea to estabhsh a socialist 
society. North was the lea~t developed part of Korea with very 
adverse conditions for economic activity. Yet durmg these four 
decades, North Korea achieved self-~uff1c1ency in all major aspects 
and established a society free from the cap1taltst curse of 
unemployment, poverty and mJ1,ery 

While carrymg forward the con~truct1on of socialist society, the 
DPRK ur _.. .. n TI Sung s leadership consistently advocated a path 
of peaceful reu111ni •i«rnn of the Korean nation and its people. During 
the recent month~omrade Kim II Sung was actively leadmg the 
Korean peoples resistance to U.S. imperialist designs to create a 
crisis with military implications on the so-called nuclear inspection 
issue. His death is indeed inopportune in the sense that it ha~ come 
as the U.S.-Korean talks in resolving this cri~1s had begun in Geneva 
and barely two weeks before what was to have been the first ever 
summit level meeting between the North and the South Presidents. 
The CPI(M) is confident that the Korean people under the leadership 
of Kim Jong II will carry forward this proce~s. 

Staunch Marxist-Leninist and Communist revolutionary, 
Comrade Kim II Sung adapted the creative science of Marxism
Lenm1sm to the concrete conditions of Korean situation. 
Advocating what is called the Juche idea, he made significant 
contributions to the Marxist theory, which centre around man as 
the principal object of social history. This stress on independence 
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and the creative applicat10n of the Marxist science and method m 
charting out the course of socialist construction m the DPRK i~ a 
significant contribution to the international Communist movement. 
During his nearly seven decades of service to the people, ant1-
1mperialist struggles and sociah~m, Comrade Kim II Sung emerged 
as an important leader of the international Communist movement. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) dips the red flag in homage to 
this departed leader. It conveys its heartfelt condolences to the 
Workers' Party of Korea and the entire Korean people. 



Central Committee Communique* 

Issued Following its Meeting Held in New Delhi 
on July 4-6, 1994 

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of lndta (Marxist) 
met in Nett- Delhi bettt-een July 4 and 6, 1994. It issued the follott-ing 

statement: 

Make Civil Disobedience Movement A Grand Success 

The Central Committee d1~cus~ed the preparations for the 
forthcoming civil disobedience movement imtiated by the Left 
Parties from August 16 to September 9. Active preparations are 
on and till now the CPl(M) alone has enrolled over three million 
volunteers who will participate in this struggle. Earlier, the Left 
Parties had together targeted a milhon volunteers to be enrolled 
for this struggle. This enthusiastic mass response shows the 
growing popular discontent among the Indian people at the effects 
of the new economic policy. Inflation contmues to increase m 
double digit rates, unemployment and closure qf factories 
continues unabated while reckless privatisation is looting the 
country's resources on the one hand and throwing a number of 

I 

workers on to the streets, on the other. In this situation, the Central 
Committee decided to intensify the efforts to make this movement 
a big success and force the Government to retrace these anti
people policies. 

The Central Committee decided to extend full support to the 
call of the national platform of mass organisations for intensifying 
the struggle against the new economic policies culminating in a 
nation-wide industrial strike on September 29, 1994. 

*Pubh5hed m PEOPLES DEMOCRACY', New Delht, July 17, 1994 
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Political Developments 
The Congress(!) continues to proceed with the 1mplementat1on 

of its economic pohc1es unconcerned about the effects that 1s having 
on the people. The BJP and the RSS on the other hand have 
reiterated their resolve to whip up communal passions. This is 
aimed precisely at disruptmg and diverting the ongoing peoples 
struggle against these economic policies. In these circumstances 
when there is utmost necessity to unite all patriotic and democratic 
forces agamst the Congress(!) and the BJP, in the interests of the 
country and the people, it is mdeed unfortunate that the Janata Dai 
has split. This can only favour the Congress(!) and the BJP. The 
unscrupulous moves employed by the Congress earlier to engineer 
defections and inst1tut10nahze 1mmorahty in politics 1s there for 
all to see. The crisis facmg the Janata Dai must make its leadership 
ponder over the fact that what is required is an overall alternative 
policy framework to strengthen the struggle against the Congress(!) 
and the BJP and not merely on slogan of social JU Stice·. 

In this situation, the Central Committee decided that Left unity 
is of utmost importance in meeting the challenges being faced by 
the Indian people. Unfortunately, the CPI leadership which 
backtracked on its earlier stated position over the decades on a 
multi-member Election Commiss10n has permitted the government 
to withdraw the bills that would have democratised the functioning 
of the Election Commission in the interests of strengthening 
parliamentary democracy in our country. As a result of this, the 
BJP has got the bonanza of scuttling the provision that would have 
prevented It from misusing religion for electoral purposes. 

Forthcoming Assembly Elections 

In the bac.kground of these developments, the continuation of 
the economic policies and the consequent growmg discontent 
a~ongst the people, the forthcoming assembly elections acqmre 
significance. The Central Committee decided that the foremost 
objective of the P.arty would be to defeat the Congress(I) and the 
BJP m these elections. In this task, the Janata Dai and the National 
Front have an important role to play. The CPI(M) will seek to 
unite all democratic and secular forces alongwith the Left to 
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achieve the objective of defeating both the Congress(I) and the 
BJP in these elections. 

Kashmir 
The Central Committee adopted a separate resolution expressing 

its grave concern at the Kashmir situation. The CPI(M) had 
repeatedly demanded of the government that 1t should t.ike political 
initiative to safeguard the Kashmiri identity by granting greater 
autonomy to the state. But instead, the government has been 
treating the Kashmir issue as a mere law and order problem and 
thereby compounding the crisis. The BJP utilising the grave 
situation in Doda is seeking to communalise it for its petty political 
advantage by demanding declaration of "disturbed area" and thus 
deepening the conflict in the state. 

The situation in many parts of the North-East are also assuming 
grave proportions which threaten the stab1hty and integrity of our 
country. 

Punjab 
It is unfortunate that Praka-;h Singh Badal, after having 

demarcated from the extremist Akali positions, has chosen to ally 
with the communal forces, the BJP. This will have a disastrous 
consequence for the future of the people of the state. It is the 
unity of the Left, democratic and secular forces alone that can 
serve the interests of the Punjabi people and the country. 

Tripura 
The Central Committee reiterated its demand for the removal 

of Shri Romesh Bhandari as Governor ofTripura. His conduct has 
been in more in the nature of a Congress(!) activist rather than the 
Governor of the State. The Congress(!) in the meanwhile continues 
to engineer strife and tension between the trib.ils and non-tribals 
targeting the CPI(M) with murderous attacks. It is this unity on 
the basis of which stability and normalcy can be maintained in 
this sensitive border state. Those who seek to disturb this unity act 
in the interests of anti-national forces. The Central Committee 
reviewed the observation of the all India Trioura Solidarity Day 
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call given by the Party and noted the enthu.)iastic response that 1t 
received throughout the country. The Congre~s(I) and the TUJS 
reportedly have decided to boycott the forthcoming panchayat 
polls. It is clear that being unable to face the people they are seek mg 
to sabotage the democratic process itself. 

Party Congress 
The 15th Congress of the CPI(M) will be held in Chand1garh in 

April 1995. The exact dates will be announced by the Polit Bureau 
later. The Central Committee has decided to start the process of 
local-level conferences from the I st of October in preparation for 
the Party Congress. 

On Updating The Party Programme 

The Central Committee decided in view of the important and 
urgent tasks before the Party in the corning months to take up the 
task of updating the programme after the Party Congress. 

The Central Committee hailed the victory of ANC m the recently 
held South African elections and sent a message of congratulations 
to President Mandela. After a struggle of epic proportions which 
continued for a large part of this century, the South African people 
under the leadership of the ANC, SACP and COSATU alltance 
has finally dismantled the hated apartheid regime. This success is 
a source of inspiration for all the peace-loving people across the 
world who are in the midst of the struggle agamst domination and 
for liberation. 

Civil war conditions continue in many parts of the world and 
tension continues to grow. The strife in the former Yugoslavia 
centermg presently around Bosma continues. The mtervent1on of 
the tmpenalist powers particularly Germany in creating this 
unfortunate situat10n leading to the merciless kill mg of thousands 
of people is there for all to see. In Rawanda and Somalia also the 
situation continues to remain tense. 

PM's Visit To Russia 

The Central Committee noted that the recent visit by the Pnme 
Minister to Russia has yielded positive results for strengthening 
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the relations between the two countries. The common concern 
expressed in the joint statement on the act1v1t1es of the 
funddmentahst forces and the re1terdtion to maintdin the unity and 
integrity of both the countries which are multi-racial, multi-lingual, 
multi-ethnic is a true reflection of the common conditions in both 
the countries. 

Korean Developments 
The Central Committee noted that despite all its efforts, U.S. 

impenaltsm could not engineer a situation of conflict and tension 
in the Korean peninsula on the issue of the nuclear inspection of 
North Korea. It has been obv10us for qmte some time that this 
issue was only a cover for intervention against the socialist 
North Korea. The firm position taken by China has prevented 
repeating of a situation hke the Gulf war that U.S. impenahsm 
had sought to create in the region. The recent proposals of the 
summit between the North and the South are po-;1t1ve for resolving 
the issue. 



On Updating of Party Programme* 

Resolution Adopted by The Central Committee 
of The CPl(M) in Its Meeting Held on July 4-6, 1994 

Important national political developments have taken place which 
require the immediate intervention of the Party. Therefore the 
Central Committee has decided to postpone the discussions on 
the updating of the Party Programme. This has been necessitated 
due to the urgent task of intensifying the mass movement against 
the new economic policies of the Narasimha Rao Government. 
There is also the forthcoming assembly elections in major states 
where the Party will be engaged in the task of defeating the 
Congress and the BJP. 

Changes in the international and national situation need to be 
evaluated and the Programme updated. However, since the basic 
postulates of the Programme concerning the stage of the 
revolution, the character of the State and class alliance remain 
valid, there is no difficulty in working out the tactical line of the 
Party. 

The 15th Congress will evolve a suitable mechanism to 
proceed with the updating of the Programme. 

*Published an 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY" N De . 
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Report on Political Developments* 

Adopted by the Central Committee of 
The CPl(M) in Its Meeting Held on July 4-6, 1994 

INTERNATIONAL 

The international situation continues to be complex. Though the 
USA and its allies are still m a commanding pos1Uon after the 
d1~mantlmg of the Soviet Union, there is a discernible trend of 
growing resistance to the U.S. drive for hegemony. The ushering 
in of an ANC-led government m South Africa, the successful 
rebuffing by North Korea and Chma of U.S. pressures are 
indications of this trend. 

Victory in South Africa 
The most important and historic development m this period 

ha'> been the successful conclusion of the first democratic elections 
m SouthAfnca held mApnl. This marked the end of the 1mperialist
b<.lcked racist regime. The last minute agreement brought the 
Inkatha Freedom Party into the elect10n process, averting its 
boycott call and the threat of large-scale violence. The election 
saw unprecedented enthusiasm among the people. The African 
National Congress got 62.6 per cent of the votes, JUSt short of a 
two-thirds majority. The new interim government of national unity 
has been sworn in with Nelson Mandela as the President and which 
includes representatives of the National Party and the Inkatha Party. 

The peaceful holding of the election marked the final chapter in 
the d1smantlmg of the hated apartheid regime which had caused 
so much suffenng and misery for the black people. It marked the 
successful conclusion of the heroic movement led by the 

*Pubh~hed as a booklet m July 1994 



98 Documents of The CommulllJf Movemtnt lll /fl(/w 

Afnc<ln National Congress for liberation. The liberation '>truggle 
was a prolonged one with continuous ma~~ movements and ,mned 
struggle The South African Communist Party pl.iyed a big role m 
the national liberation movement as a part of the ANC. It has some 
of its leading members in the interim government. The new 
Parliament ha:. set up a Constituent Assembly to frame d new 
Constitution for which protracted negotiations will take place. 

The strong ~howmg of the Inkatha Party in the Kwazulu-Natal 
provmce and the concessions given to It will create d1fficult1es for 
the ANC-led government. There is al~o the enormous task of 
ensuring economic justice to the oppressed black ma.,~es m a 
situation where big business backed by imperialism controls the 
economic levers. 

The end of the reactionary racist regime in South Africa will 
have a positive impact in all of Southern Africa includmg the 
erstwhile frontline states like Angola and Mozambique. 

North Korea 

During this period, the USA stepped up its manoeuvres against 
the socialist counfries; it also failed 111 its endeavours. The most 
glaring example is the U.S. attempt to browbeat North Korea on 
the nuclear issue. After months of i11t1midatory tactics, the USA 
moved towards getting the U.N. to impose trade sanctions on 
North Korea_. For this, it mustered the support of its two close 
allies, Japan and South Korea. Faced with the mounting pressure 
orchestrated by the USA, North Korea decided to leave the 
International Atomic Energy Agency after it suspended assistance 
for the North Korean nuclear programme. With this, the American 
bluff was called. 

Chma opposed any move for sanct10ns or the involvement of 
the U.N. Security Council in the issue. The U.S. draft for an arms 
emb~rgo resolution for the Security Council saw both Chma and 
Russia opposing it. Faced with the failure to use the U.N. for its 
onslaught on North Korea, the Clinton admmistration has now 
been forced_to back down specially after the former U.S. President 
Carters visit to Pyo Th N d . . . ngyang. e orth Korean proposal moote 
dunng this visit for a summit meeting between the Presidents of 
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North and South Korea to defuse tensions has now been accepted 
by South Korea. The s1g111ficance of the U.S. climbdown must be 
noted. 

This was the first time since the Gulf war in 1991 that the USA 
was not able to get the U.N. Security Council to endorse 1t~ pu111t1ve 
action against a country defying its will. The firm stand taken by 
the D PR. Korea and the support 1t received from other countrie~ 
e~pec1..llly Chma has helped 1t to rebuff U.S. threats.Thi~ assertion 
by North Korea of its sovereignty and mdependence is s1gnificant 
111 the background of the hegemo111~t1c effort~ by U.S. impenalism. 

China: MFN Status 
The Clmton adrni111strat1on ~uffered another setback when Its 

much publicized threat to withdraw the Mo~t Favoured Nation 
status to China backfired. Pre'lident Clmton had threatened to 
cancel the MFN status unles~ China conformed to the U.S. demands 
for human rights' ob~ervance Chma refused to 'luccumb to the 
U.S. pressures and fm<llly the Clmton adm1111'itr..lt10n wa'l forced 
to renew the MFN statu~ for Chm a and moreover a1111ounce that 111 
future trade and human nghh will not be l111ked. This was a 
s1g111f1cant victory for a maJor Third World country which shows 
that U.S. bullying can be successfully fought back. 

Both the North Korean and Chinese examples of successful 
resistance to U.S. pressures 111dicates that the hopes of the USA, 
as the sole superpower, to Impose it~ imperialist dommation is not 
materialising as It wishes. The socialist countnes mcluding Cuba 
are res1st111g such manoeuvres in a complicated international 
situation. 

As for the economic blockade of Cuba, the recent summit of 21 
Latm Amencan heads of states held 111 Colombia has come out agamst 
the contmuing U.S. blockade. Followmg the earlier U.N. General 
Assembly resolution on the subject, this shows the growing 
unpopularity and disapproval of the USA s coercive and 1Jlegal action. 

Resistance to Capitalist Onslaught 
In the former socialist countries, the series of elections which 

have been held in the past few months beginning with Lithuania 
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and Poland show growing resistance among the people to the severe 
attacks on their living standards arismg from the 1mpos1t10n of the 
capitalist system. The most stnking result ha5 been m Hungary 
where the Socialist Party, compnsing former Communists has won 
an absolute majonty in parliament bagging 209 out of the 380 
seJts. In Ukrame also, Communist candidates have done well m 
the elections by bagging 107 seats. The rampant unemployment, 
d1smantlmg of social services and galloping inflation are making 
large sections of the people realise what benefits they have been 
deprived of which were assured to them in the earlier system The 
former rulmg Communist Parties which changed thelf names and 
policies have come to office. The results reflect the opposition to 
the naked free market policies. 

Western Europe 

The elections to the European Parliament held in June show a 
mixed trend. National issues have dominated the voters choice 
in Western Europe. The post-Maastncht closer European identity 
1s still a distant goal. The socialist/social democratic parties have 
lost ground in France, Italy, Spain and Germany. The conservative 
and right-wing parties have benefited in these countries. But the 
social democrats overall tally was maintained with the significant 
gains made by the Labour Party m Britain. While the ruhng 
conservatives lost in Bntain, they won in Germany. The socialists 
lost in France and Spam. In Italy, the former Communists now 
the social democrats, Party of Democratic Left suffered a senous 
reverse with its vote commg down to } 9.) per cent from the earlier 
27.6 per cent in the 1989 elections, while the Communist 
Refoundation has managed to maintain its existing number of 
seats and the percentage of votes polled at 6.1 per cent. Among 
~he Co~munist Parties tn Western Europe, the only gam has been 
m Spam where the Communists and their allies have increased 
their percentage of votes to 13.4 per cent from the previous 
1989 figure of 6.2 per cent. 

The con~icts betwe~n the partners of the European Union came 
out clearly in the election of the new President of the E.C. Britain 
vetoed the candidature of the Belgian Prime Minister who was 
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backed by Germany and France. The situation 1s deadlocked while 
efforts are on to find an acceptable candidate. 

The recovery in the advanced capitalist countnes 1s sluggish 
and uneven. Both Germany and J.ipan have been unable to fully 
reverse the prolonged rece~s10n.iry ~pell. While Germany 1s 
expected to expand its economy only by 0.9 per cent m 1994, 
Japan s indu~tnal production fell by 1.3 per cent in the twelve 
months ending May 1994. The overall slow recovery in Europe 1s 
moreover not able to dent the high levels of unemployment. The 
current period has seen major currency fluctuat10ns and instability 
in the fmanc1al markets. The value of the yen against the dollar 
ro~e to Its highest level in the post-war period. This, along with 
the continuing trade dispute, has exacerbated the differences 
between the major impenahst powers. 

The ruling parties and leaders of the governments of many of 
the advanced capitalist countnes are faced with losing cred1biltty 
and tarn1shmg of their image among the people. John Major, the 
Bnt1sh Prime Mimster 1~ ~trugglmg .ig.imst odd~ ag.im<;t the rapid 
loss of electoral support and a Tory Party badly hit by a senes of 
sex scanddl~. Sumlar alleg.it10m agaimt U.S. Pre~1dent Clinton 
have been made. In Japan, the res1gnat1on in quick succession of 
two Pnme Mm1sters heading a nckety coalition has finally led to 
another opportunist combination between the former socialists and 
the former ruling LDP. In the background of the economic 
downturn, the political instability has added to the uncertainties 
about Japan's recovery. 

Civil Wars 

Many Third World countnes are riven by c1v1J wars. The stnfe 
in Somalia continues with no sight of any solution. In Angola, 
imperialist-backed UNITA continues its activities creatmg 
mstab1ltty. Rawanda has been ravaged by ethnic tnbal-based 
conflict which has led to horrific killings of CIVIiians. A new entrant 
to civil war 1s the unified Republic of Yemen. After three years, 
when North and South Yemen merged, contradictions between the 
differing perceptions of the Northern and Southern leadership and 
the growing intrusion of fundamentalist forces m the North has 
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led to war breaking out and the sece~~1on by the Southern 
leader~hip. The U.N. did not m1htanly intervene. Its mediated 
ceasefire did not hold. The North has won decisive v1ctones and 
is poised to take over the South. In a reversal of the pJ~t alignment~, 
Saudi Arabia is not favourably disposed to the Northern regime 

In Afghanistan, the battle has been rJging in and around Kabul 
by the nval factions of the former alliance to fight the Na11bulla 
regime. The Rabbani-Ahmed Masood faction has succeeded m 
beating back the forces of Hekmetyar and Dostum. The mindless 
and internecine warfare 1s a legacy of the 1mperiali~t-backed ant1-
Communist resistance whose main feature was a backward lookmg 
fundamentalism nven by tnbal nvalnes. The people of Afghamstan 
as a result are the worst sufferers. 

As far as Bosma 1s concerned, a ceasefire hJs been called for a 
month in June between the Serbs and Muslims. The possib1ltty of 
a negotiated settlement is appearing following the Russian 
intervention. It remains to be seen how far this will succeed. 

Palestine 

After many obstacles and difficult negotiations, the Israeli-PLO 
agreement to provide Palestinian self-government in Gaza and 
Jericho reached the stage of implementation. Israeli troops were 
withdrawn from these two areas and Palestmian police forces have 
taken charge of law and order. The status of Jerusalem and the 
violent act1V1ties of Israeli settlers in the occupied terntones 
continues to fester and create uncertamties about the smooth 
implementat10n of the accord. 

Religious Fundamentalist Offensive 

. In the last C.C. meeting report, we had noted the serious situation 
mAlgena due to the religious fundamentalist offensive. The armed 
attacks of the fundamentalist forces continues and there is every 
danger of the secular state founded by the national liberation 
struggle being destabilised. In Sudan, Egypt and Turkey, the falamic 
rehg1ous fundamentalists are steppma up their activities. In 
Ban°lad h th · · 0 

. o . es • e wntmgs and statements ofTasleema Nasreen are 
bemg distorted and used by the religious fundamentalists to launch 
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a counter-offensive. The nsmg wave of the relig1ou.'i fund.unent<lli.'it 
ac'i v1t1e.'i w1 II be used to d1~rupt the democratic movement .ind 
foster authoritarianism. Imperidlt.'im 1s mdkmg full me uf the.'ie 
trer.d.'i for d1v1d111g and disrupting the growing dnt1-11nperi,tl1.'it 
consciousness of the masses. 

NATIONAL SITUATION 

Mounting U.S. Pressures 
The recent period saw the intens1f1cat1on of American pressures 

on India on the eve of Nara.'i1mha Rao s v1.'iit to the USA. The 
expo~ure of the secret talks between the two governmenb held in 
London revealed the inten.'ie pressure on India to accept curbs on 
its nuclear and mis~ile technology on a regional ba~is. Dunng the 
visit of the U.S. under secretary of "tate, Strobe Tab Iott, the Prime 
M1111ster agreed to hold the t.ilb on an agenda concernmg 
multilateral negotiation.., for South A '>t<ln region.ii non-proltferat1on 
agreement. After the strong oppo.'i1t1on m p.irl 1.iment and the pub I 1c 
outcry. the Pnme M1111"lter W<l.'i forced to take <l .'itand re.'i1stmg the 
crude pre"l.<.ure for a reg1on,tl non-proltferat1on agreement which 
would c.ip India s nuclear and m1s.'ille technology. 

The Americans are m ... i~tent th.it the short-range Pnthvi missile 
be not deployed by the Indian armed forces and the further 
development of the Agni m1.'isile be halted. The new U.S. 
Amba~.'iador appomted for Ind1.i h.is reiterated this demand. On 
the other hand, the Americans are offering to supply F-16 fighter 
pl.ines to Pakistan and trymg to mveigle India into a strategic 
milit.iry cooperation with the USA. Invoking its so-called concern 
for human rights U.S. imperialism is seekmg to mterfere in India s 
internal affairs. 

India has been made vulner.ible to such pre5.sures concernmg 
its vital security interests becau~e of the growmg penetration of 
imperialist capital and the new economic policies. The theory 
propagated by the Rao Government that increa ... mg business stakes 
m India for American compames would help counter the political 
pressures from the U.S. admmistration is a dangerous illusion. 



I 04 Documents of The Communist Movement Ill lnd1a 

More and more penetration of U.S. capital into vital .1.ectors of fre 
Indian economy will only heighten the vulnerability to Amenc 1 

pressures eroding independent foreign policy po~1t1ons an1 
sovereignty. 

The CPl(M) and the Left must take up the i~-.ue of 1mpemlis 
pressures in a big way to the people. The 1mpenahst de~1gns to 
erode India's sovereignty and for establishing its hegemony .:>ver 
the subcontinent must be countered by rousing ant1-1mpenal1st 
feelings and linking this up to the struggle against the economic 
policies. • 

Dunng this period, there have been two positive developments 
in foreign relations in the background of the mounting U.S 
pressures. The Rao Government has continued to pursue the goaJ 
of improved relations with China. Various steps on increasmg 
economic and trade relations have been taken. The recent visit of 
the Prime Minister to Russia has resulted in agreements on defence 
production and a declaration on common agreement to combat 
forces of fundamentalism and secessionism which threaten the 
two multi-ethnic, multi-linguistic states. 

Economic Policies 

The Naras1mha Rao Government, after signing the GATT 
Agreement despite widespread opposition, is steadily going 
ahead with the programme of liberalisation and invitation to 
foreign capital. The new telecom policy announced on the last 
da.y o~ the budget session is a major step marking the 
pnvat1sat1on of telephone services. It also has an adverse 
bearing on India's security interests. This policy which is similar 
to th~ po.wer policy will facilitate the large-scale entry of foreign 
multmat1onals into a vital infrastructural sector of the economy. 
This is. 1~ ~ine with the World Banks latest report on India which 
ha~ cnt~c1sed the government for not doing enough to invite 
private investment in telecommunications and oil exploration 

There has been no relaxation in the privatisation drive. The 
budget. session sa~ the passmg of bills for entry of the private 
sector.mto civil aviation, mines and minerals and banking. During 
Naras1mha R · · 

ao s v1sn to the United States, strenuous efforts were 
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made to sell India as an attractive place of investments for the 
rtl.S. multinationals. 
: The indiscriminate opemng up to foreign capital ha~ already 
~suited in adverse effects for the Indian capitalists. Through 

nreferential share allotments, foreign companies have been 
nghtening their gnp over the Indian compames by shares being 
given to them at low pnces. The Central Government was forced 
to announce certain norms for preferential share allotments to 
prevent the easy takeover of Indian companies by foreign share
holders. Already, there are complamts of dumpmg of goods in 
certain sectors due to the lowering of import duty and regulations. 
Much of the foreign mvestment coming in is not for industrial 
development but through foreign financial mstitut1ons mvestmg 
in the share market. There is more foreign capital coming into the 
share market than for industrial production. Even the much touted 
figures of direct foreign mvestment m the mdustnal sector show 
that despite the clearances given to many projects nearly 50 per 
cent of such projects have not yet taken off 

The biggest expo~ure of the claim'> for the ~ucce~~ of 
governments pohc1es has been the rising mflat10n. The double 
digit mflat1on 1s a direct result of the massive admin1~tered price 
hikes and the Umon budget proposals. This coupled with the 
sluggish industrial product10n 1~ a glaring md1ctment of the nature 
of the economic reforms. 

Sugar Scandal 
The pernicious effects of the policy of hberah~at1on has been 

strikingly illustrated in the enormous sugar scandal. The 
hberahsation policy as apphed to the sugar sector has led to a 
drastic fall m supply of sugar through the public d1~tribut1on system 
and a bonanza for the sugar millowners and big traders. The scandal 
involving ministers of the government has led to the open loot of 
the people with sugar prices reaching the absurd level of Rs. 18 
per kilo. Even though it was clear that there would be a drop in 
sugar production in this season, no arrangement was made in time. 
The Food Minister Kalpnath Rai brazenly announced that mill 
owners have agreed to supply sugar at Rs. 14 per kilo for sale in 
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the open market at pnces between R~. 14 50 and 15 .SO Such 
concessions to the sugar barons while starving the pub I tc d1stnbut1on 
system of adequate supplies is the hallmark of the new rdpac1ous 
economic policy. The open squabbles between the m11m,ters and 
bureaucrats have exposed the whole corrupt system. The Prnne 
Minister has allowed such a shockmg scandal to go on without any 
intervention. There has to be a high-level enqmry to 1dent1fy tho~e 
respon~ible for the present swmdle and to puni~h them 

The mas1.acre of jobs m industry and the government ~ector 
contmues apace. Latest statistics show a drop m the employment 
in the Central Government establt~hment~ by 4.6 per cent between 
1992 and 1994. By the end of the 8th Five Year Plan, the country 
will have a backlog of 42 million jobs instead of the 15 to 18 
million envi~aged 111 the Eighth Plan. 

The !MF/World Bank dictated policie~ have led to a ~enous 
decline in investment m the mfrastructural fac1lit1es e~~ential for 
economic development. The latest World Bank report of 1994 hds 
noted this declme in investment m the infrastructure. 

Civil Disobedience Movement 

The Left Parties have given a call for a massive civil disobe
dience movement all over the country from August 16 to September 
9. The movement should involve the widest sections of the workmg 
people both m the rural and urban areas. All Party units and mass 
orgamsations must step up the dnve for enrollment of volunteers 
fo~ the ja~L ?haro movement. After the success of the April 5 rally, 
this Left mtt1ated struggle should become the rallying pomt for all 
those who wish to de ~end economic sovereignty and fight back 
the Rao Government'~ harmful economic poltcie~. 

September 29: General Strike 

Apart from the Left Parties c1v1l disobedience movement, the 
National Platform of Mass Organisations has announced its next 
phase of the movement agamst the economic policies. In the 
convention h~ld at Delhi on June 21, the platform has called for a 
mass campa I · 

ign cu mmatmg in a general strike and hartal on 
September 29· All Party umts must make the best efforts to make 
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this stnke a ~ucces~. The months of August and September ... bould, 
therefore, be a penod of contmuous mass ~truggles ag.un~t the 
Rao Governments economic policte~. 

Bye-Election Results 
The bye-election results to the 8 Lok Sabha and 16 a~~embly 

seats show that the Congress(!) has failed to make any m<1Jor ga111s. 
It ha~ won only tho~e 5 parliament seats which it had earlier held 
and 111 most of them the percentage of votes polled have been 
reduced. In Uttar Pradesh and Bthar, its plight has worsened. It 
lost ib depo~it 111 the Vaishalt parliamentary seat and came a poor 
third 111 most of the 6 assembly constituencies in U.P. In 
Tamil Nadu it lost its deposit in both the a~sembly ~eats. In Punjab, 
It lost the Ajnala seat by over ten thomand votes and reta111ed 
Nakodar with a substantially reduced marg111. Only 111 M.P. and 
Himachal has the Congre~~(l) done well aga111st the BJP. The BJP 
ha~ got a drubb111g 111 both Htmachal and Madhya Prade~h. It could 
manage to w111 only the Meerut Lok S<1bh<1 ~edt, <111 ared which had 
expenenced commun<1l nots. 

The defeat of the Janata Dai 111 Va1~h<1lt and the election of an 
independent with strong upper caste backing 1s a warning to 
Laloo Pr<1~ad Yadav and his party. They should realise that taking 
up the 1~~ue of soc1<1l justice in a manner that perpetuates caste 
div1s1ons in the absence of a broader socio-economic programme 
only leads to sectarian castiest polan~atton. 

The CPl(M) and the Left have done well 111 West Bengal and 
Kerala. The Guruvayoor seat ha~ been won by an 111dependent 
candidate supported by the LDF defeating the Mu~ltm League 
which had won this seat in the la~t four elections. The re~ult 1s a 
serious blow aga111st the UDF, the Congres~(l)-led alliance which 
includes communal parties. In West Bengal, the Left Front reta111ed 
the Behrampore Lok Sabha seat and the Sandeshkali assembly 
seat. In Sande~hkali, the CPI(M) candidate won polling 60.23 per 
cent of the votes compared to the 55.03 per cent polled in the 
previous elections. In the other as~embly seat, Snrampur, which 
was previously held by the Congres~(I), the Congre~s(l) marg111 
of victory has come down by nearly 5,000 votes. 
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That the mass support for the Left Front remains intact l~ also 
seen by the results of the elections to 17 Munic1palit1es and 
2 Corporations held on May t 5. The Left Front hJs won nearly 
60 per cent of all the total number of seats and 46.5 per cent of the 
votes polled (excluding the 3 Munic1paht1es in Daqeelrng district). 
In comparison with the 1990 civic polls in these area-;, the re~ults 
show an increase in the percentage of votes polled for the 

Left Front. 

AICC Session 
TheAICC session at New Delhi was marked by the supremacy 

of Naras1mha Rao s leadership in the party. The session was notable 
for its lack of any direction or thrust m its political and economic 
resolutions. The official stand was one of self-sattsfact1on and 
complacency, while the discussions showed considerable unrest 
from the delegates of U.P. and B1har over the reported declme of 
the party in these two states. There was no attempt at self-criticism 
or analysing the causes for the Congress(!) debacle m U.P. and 
B 1har. There was no specific mention of the Ayodhya dispute while 
talkmg of the need to combat communahsm; nor was there any 
attempt to probe the reasons for the loss of Scheduled Caste support 
in some parts of the country. There were no concrete proposals for 
addressing the serious Kashmir problem except the pious hope 
that peace will be restored there m due course just as in Punjab. 

The economic resolution s1gnif1ed the party s total acceptance 
of the new economic po hey and the endorsement of all the measures 
taken so far without any concern for the people s sufferings. In 
fact, the resolution ea! Is for further dismantl mg of the pu bi 1c sector 
by call mg for full implementation of the Rangarajan and Goswami 
Committee's recommendations. Orgamsational elections have been 
postponed once agam; the Congress(!) Working Committee decided 
to hol~ the electio~s after a year. The Congress( I) President was 
authons~d to nominate the Central Election Committee just as he 
was earlier as.ked to nominate the PCC Presidents. 
T~e bitter mf1g~tmg and squabbles in U.P., Bihar, Karnataka, 

Tamil N~du, Onssa-all present the picture of a Party in 
orgamsational disarray. The AICC s placid show of unity could 
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not cover up the undercurrent of anxiety among Congre~~men at 
the prospect of facing elections in maJor states withm a few month.., 
In Kerala, the squabbling and Karunakaran s manoeuvrmg on 
g1vmg the second Rajya Sabha seat to the Muslim League has led 
to the resignation of Oomen Chandy as Fm,mce M1111ster who 
belongs to the Antony group. 

Counter-Communal Appeal 
The policies of the Rao Government is leadmg to growmg 

discontent among the people; the cns1s of the bourgeois-landlord 
sy<;tem 1s also manifested m the breakdown of social norms and 
the growing trends of police repression in many areas. The 
communal forces pose a threat as they seek to exploit this s1tuat1on 
and the discontent of the people. The social alienation of the people 
due to the economic hardships i~ ~ought to be catered to by the 
communal ideology with its faJ<;e ~ense of sohdanty agamst an 
imagmary enemy. 

The BJP and its allied outfit~ are not yet able to rome communal 
feelings to a pitch a'i m 1991. Senou~ attempt~ are bemg made. 
The VHP will be launch mg 1t~ yatras of sadhus dunng Du~~era m 
October. The ag1tat1on for the Ram temple at Ayodhya and for 
rakmg up the Mathura and Benaras issues are bemg planned. 

The BJP National Council ses~1on at Baroda highlighted the 
inability of the BJP leadership to come to gnps with the failure of 
its grandiose expectations which were first shattered in the 
assembly elections in December 1993 and by the decline which 
continued to manifest itself m the recent bye-elections. The BJP 
finds the Hmdutva platform unable to rally votes as in 1991. The 
senes of issues it has taken up particularly on the economic policies 
have met with half-hearted response from its ranks and failed to 
rally the people given its basic pro-liberalisation approach. The 
BJP supported all the three bills for pnvafoat1on m the budget 
ses~ion of Parliament. On the one hand, the Baroda ses~1on 
reiterated its commitment to the Hmdutva ideology and talked 
about proJectmg "cultural nationalism" which i~ JU~t a euphem1~m 
for majority communalism. Wishing to reap benefit from the 
growing discontent and mass struggle against the government's 
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economic policies, the BJP seeks to take up such ts~ues a~ GATI 
and Swadesh1 and wants to enter the broader oppo..,1t1on c<lmp 

Both by continuous struggle to i~olate the communal force~ and 
stepping up the struggle aga1mt the economic pol1c1e~ the..,e 
manoeuvres can be checkmated. The BJP s effort~ to JOm the united 
oppostt1on platforms must be prevented. S1m1larly, the Party and 
the Left must stand against the forces of minority communal ism 
which are active in places hke Kashmtr and the North Ea~t. 

Casteist Polarisation 

A systematic effort is bemg made to divert the growing 
awareness of the socially oppressed sections belonging to the 
Scheduled Castes and the backward classes for social Jm.t1ce and 
equality. This awareness is sought to be channelised m such a 
manner that 1t perpetuates cast d1vis10ns and weakens the 
democratic movement. Instead of taking up the concrete issues 
and organising specific struggles against caste oppression and 
discnmmat1on, BSP leader Kanshi Ram and some other leaders 
of bourgeois parties are engaged in creatmg casteist polarn.at1on 
for narrow electoral gams which can be utilised by the BJP also. 
The Left and democratic forces mm.t actively take up the real issues 
affectmg the socially oppressed and integrate 1t with the wider 
movement of all oppressed sect1om. belonging to all commun1t1e~ 
for basic soc10-econom1c transformat10n. 

Janata Dai Split 

The la~t Central Commtttee meeting in its report had noted the 
d1sarr~y m the Janata Dai. Ten of its U.P. MLAs had jomed the 
SamaJwad1 Patty. The question of the presidentshtp of the party 
had not been settled. With the categoncal refusal of V.P. Singh to 

take ove~ the pres1dentship, the inner organisational conflict and 
personality clashes led to 14 MPs of the Lok Sabha splitting away. 
ten of them are from B1har who belong to the anti-Laloo Yadav 
group, 3 from U.P. and one from Orissa. They have formed a 
separate party under the pres1dentsh1p of George Fernandes. 

The cnsis and Incessant splits in the Janata Dai underline the 
fact that bourgeois opp ·t . . os1 ton parties relying only on some issues 
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for 1mmed1ate electoral appeal and without bas mg on an alternative 
programme will not be able to last long. The way the slog.rn of 
-;oc1al ju..,t1ce was reduced to the Mandal issue and a credible and 
comprehen-;ive socio-economic programme eschewed ha~ 
contributed to the sharp divisions in the party and 1,plits 111 the 
mass base. VP. Smgh has also contributed to the debacle by his 
refmdl to give the le<ld organisat1onally dt a cnt1cal juncture for 
the party. 

The d1saiwy 111 the secular opposition pai1ies al'>o underscores 
the neces~1ty for strengthening Left umty and widening its act1vit1es. 
Umty with the secular opposition pai11es can be forged on issue to 
1~sue but only when Left umty and mtervent1on 1s strengthened ma 
big way will it be possible to rally these forces more and more in the 
struggle against the Congress(!) and the BJP. 

Electoral Reforms Bills 

Our Party ha~ been advocatmg the ~ettmg up of a multi-member 
Election Comm1ss1on dnd other elector..il reform~ ba~ed on the 
Dme~h Go~wam1 Committees recommendat1om La~t year, al! 
the Left Part1e'.'>, alongw1th the other secular oppo'>Jt1on p..irt1e'>, 
had demanded the settmg up of a multi-member comm1s<;ion durmg 
the momoon se'.'>s1on of parliament. The government, mstead of 
bnngmg leg1slation or such a multi-member body, promulgated 
an ordmance appomtmg two Election Comm1:-.s1oner~. This matter 
was taken to court by the present CEC and therefore, the mult1-
member body could not function. 

With the consistent demand bemg voiced for election reforms, 
the Rao Government brought two bills. The fir'.'>t, a Const1tut1on 
amendment bill for setting up the multi-member commission 
and the other, a bill to amend the Representation of People's 
Act. The Polit Bureau, after studymg the two bill'.'>, decided that 
unlesi;; two important changes are brought rn the bills, it could 
not support them. Firstly, for the multi-member comm1ss1on, 
the mode of appomtment had to be changed so that it is not left 
111 the hands of the government solely but through a process of 
consultation as suggested in the Dinesh Goswami Committee 
rc-port. Secondly, the CPI(M) strongly opposed the amendment 
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to change the nature ofrepresentation to the RaJyd Sabha which 
would have undermined the constitutional and federal prov1s1on 
for 1t as the Council of State~. 

Due to the firm stand taken by the CPI(M), the government 
made both these changes. Subsequently, due to the pres~ure 
mounted by the CPI(M) and the fanata Dai, the government agreed 
to not only consultat10n with the Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court but also with two more senior Judges. Despite the stand 
taken by the CPl(M), Forward Bloc and the RSP consistent with 
the Left position for a multi-member commission, the CPI decided 
to oppose the key clause in the Constitution amendment bill givmg 
voting powers by ma1onty in case of difference among the Elect10n 
Commissioners. It sought to mamtam the overridmg powers of 
the CEC on the plea that Mr. Seshan is ensunng free and fair polls 
and he is popular among the people. Their real argument wa~ 
reluctance to be seen as acting against Seshan, which accord mg to 
them would help the BJP. 

CPl's Misguided Stand 

The CPI stand of focussing only on one individual detracted 
from the basic reform necessary to strengthen the Election 
Commission and its independence. Due to this about-turn by the 
CPI from Its previous stand, the election reform package could 
not be pushed through parliament as the two-thirds majority in the 
Ra1ya Sabha could not be assured without the votes of the CPI. 

There is a systematic campaign to project the attempt to form a 
multi-member commission as a fight between the Congress(!) 
Government and Mr. Seshan and with the latter bemg projected as 
the defender of clean elections. What is not bemg highhghted by 
the 1'.1edia is that the Congress(!) Government would have been 
depnved of making pliant appointments through the consultation 
process which would have found constitutional sanction. It is due 
to the misguided stand of the CPI that the bill was scuttled. In the 
process, the RPA bill was also stalled which included the vital 
provision f?r dereg1stration of political parties for mixing religion 
with politics. It is only the BJP which has gamed from the 
opportunist stand of the CPI. 
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The CPI stand at variance with the other Left pa111es has affected 
Left umty. However, the CPI(M) will continue its con~cious efforts 
for strengthening Left unity and united intervention of the Left on 
nat10nJI issues. 

Tripura 

The situation in Tnpura has deteriorated in the past few weeks 
with the systematic efforts by the Congress(l)-TUJS to heighten 
tensions between the Bengali and tribal people. Certain steps taken 
by the government like the amendment to the land reforms Act for 
plugging loopholes m the restoration of land alienated from the tnbal 
people are sought to be used to creJte apprehensions among the 
BengJli people. The CPI(M) and the Communist movement had 
played a key role over the years in fostering inter-ethnic unity and 
communal peace in this sensitive North-Eastern state. The 
Congress(l)-TUJS are playing the dJngerous game of trying to 
disrupt this unity. The TUJS IS <.,pomonng certam tnbJl extremi...r. 
groups to launch attack5 on the non-tnbal people The Congress(!), 
on the other hand, attempt~ to rou-;e Bengali chauvimsm. The game 
is to try and create a I Q80-like s1tuat1on when not5 took place and 
with TNV-type killings. 

In the recent penod, there have been a ~pate of k1llmgs of 
CPl(M) workers and tnbal act1v1~ts which show~ a premeditated 
plan. 

The ~ituation is being aggravated by the role of the Governor, 
Romesh Bhandari, whose partisan act1v1t1es are encouraging the 
Congress(l)/TUJS to undertake such activities which are 
detnmental to the interests of the state. The Central Government 
has not provided the minimum paramilitary forces reqmred in order 
to deal with the violence perpetrated by the extremi~t groups. All 
democratic sections must be mobilised to demand the removal of 
the Governor forthwith and insist that the Centre provide all 
necessary financial assistance and paramilitary forces to the State 
Government to meet the situation. The observance of Tnpura 
Solidanty Day on June 25 all over the country was a first step in 
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Situation in North-East 
In Assam, widespread violence broke out with the attack by 

Bodo extremist elements on Musltm migrant settlers in KokhraJar 
district. More than 30 people were killed in the attacks. This 
violence is a setback to the possibilities of 1mplementat1on of the 
Bodo agreement which has already run Into trouble due to the 
narrow and opportunistic approach of the Saikia Government. 

The Supreme Court has upheld the stnking down of the Electiop 
Commission orders on revision of voters list by the As<.,am High 
Court. With this a maJor threat to the mrnont1es of 
disenfranchisement has been averted. As per the court~ order only 
those ident1f1ed as foreigners by the tnbunals can be struck off 
from the voters list. 

The activities of the NSCN, the Naga extremist organ1sat10n, 
has been stepped up in the region 111 the recent penod. The Naga
Kuki clashes in Mampur have se~1 the NSCN spearhead Jttacks 
from the Naga side. 

The agitation launched by the Khasi Students Union and the 
Federat10n of Khasi Jamtia and Garo People against citizen~ from 
outside Meghalaya residing in Shillong is agam threatening to take 
a violent turn. In the name of dnvmg out foreigners, the chauvm1st 
forces are seeking to create an atmosphere as in 1992 when gruesome 
attacks took place agamst the Indian citizens who are not the 
indigenous people. The agitation which has been launched m June 
has led to acts of intimidation and assaults on non-tnbal people 
Both the State Government and the Centre has not acted in a dec1s1ve 
manner to prevent such attacks or to provide security for the people 

It must be emphasised that while foreigners who have infiltrated 
into.Meghalaya from Bangladesh should be detected and deported, 
t~ere should be no compromise on the right of Indian citizens to 
hve peacefully in the state within the IJws and rerrulations set out 
for <;uch residence. b 

The Central Congress(!) Government has totally failed to take 
a comprehensive approach to the problems of the North-East where 
pnonty has to be given for soc10-economic development in a 
planned manner. The tactics of patroni~ing corrupt cliques m power 
who misuse development f d · d he un son a large-scale has depnve t 
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North-East of the frmts of development which could have checked 
the alienation of the people from the Indian State. S11rnlarly, the 
complex ethnic compos1t1on and the numerous minonties reqmre 
a prmc1pled approach which assures equal nghts and opportunities 
for the development of the diverse ethnic and cultural 1dent1t1es. 
The chronic problem of insurgency and separatism is also a 
standing testimOAy to the failure of the Indian ruling clas~es to 
evolve a democratic nat1onaltt1e~ policy. 

Jammu & Kashmir 

The recent k1llmg of Qazi N1ssar, a popular religious leader of 
Anantndg dt~tnct, by pro-Pdk1~tan extremists has led to a popular 
reaction agamst Pakistan and the fundamentalist forces backed by 
1t. The funeral procession of the M1rwa1z was marked by anti
Paki~tdn slogans and the demand for severely punishing the 
culpnts. Enraged by the comi~tent stand our Party took in support 
of autonomy to Jammu and Kdshnm and for national unity, the 
extrem1~ts have stdrted concentratmg dgam~t our Pdrty and hdve 
killed four CPI(M) member~ 111 And11tndg d1~tnct 

The popular current among the people 1s for mdependence 
and not acce~~ion to PdkI~tan. Even the Pak1~tani Pnme M1111~ter 
Benaz1r Bhutto ha~ acknowledged this in an mterv1ew and 
condemned the demand for independence. As after the Hazratbal 
mosque episode, the situation 1s still right for taking the 
initiative to demarcate the hardcore fundamentalist pro-Pak1~tan 
elements from tho~e asserting the identity of the Ka~hmir 
people. 

There is no progress whatsoever despite further assurance 
by the Rao Government to tackle the problem of revival of 
political process through some concrete steps hke setting up 
an advisory committee. Though the people are getting 
mcreasingly fed up with the extremist anti-social activities, the 
sole reliance on administrat10n and police measures will not be 
able to achieve any breakthrough in isolating the pro-Pakistan 
elements. 

In the meantime, the situation in the Doda district of the Jammu 
region has further deteriorated with the stepping up of killings by 
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the extremists who have infiltrated into the forests and hilly terram 
Many of them are Afghan mercenaries. The killmg of two BJP 
leaders and some other Hindus created panic and led to m1grat10n 
of the Hindu families from some villages to Himachal Pradesh 
In this area, Muslims and Hindus have been living together 
peacefully over the years and the attempt by the !SI-backed 
terrorists is to create a communal divide. The simster aim is to 
create a backlash among the majority Hindu community in Jammu 
so that Jammu and Kashmir can be permanently divided. The BJP 
has seized the opportunity to come out in defence of the Hindus 
and carry out anti-Muslim propaganda. By whipping up antI
Muslim feelings, and demandmg that Doda be declared a disturbed 
area, the BJP is playing mto the hands of the Pakistan-supported 
terrorists who also want a permanent communal divide. 

The Central Government has cnminally neglected to take firm 
action for the past six months when it was clear that Doda 1s being 
targeted by the extremists. By allowing thmgs to drift, communal 
clashes took place which could have been averted by firm 
administrative action and adequate deployment of secunty forces 
to check the terronst activ1t1es. 

Punjab 

Even here, de~p1te normalcy being restored, there are no moves 
for any pol 1tical settlement. On the Akali Front the coming together 
of 6 Akali groups under the auspices of the Akal Takht 3athedar is 
a retrograde development. The statement adopted in this merger 
agam talked in terms of a Sikh homeland 1f a confederation is not 
achieved. The Badal Akali group which is the mam faction has 
refused to join the imposed merger. Its victory in AJnalaAssembly 
seat should strengthen its position vis a vis the Amritsar Dai. But 
Prakash Singh Badal after havinu demarcated from the extremist 
Akah po~itions has .started advoc=ting communal programmes and 
unity with BJP. This will only help the strengthenma of the very 
same forces that he had earher demarcated from. This will have 
disastrous consequences for the future of the people of the state. It 
is the umty of the Left, democratic and secular forces alone thal 
can save the interests of the people of Punjab. 
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Conclusion 
The pre~ent situation demands that the Left and democratic 

forces step up thetr efforts to defend economic sovereignty and 
fight back the economic policies of the Narasimha Rao Government 
that cause price nse, inflation, closure of factories, unemployment, 
paupensat1on of the middle and poor peasantry and growmg 
m1senes to the people. The c1v1I disobedience movement beginning 
from August 15 must be tdken up on a priority ba~is and cd1T1ed 
out successfully. The united movement called for by the National 
Platform of Mass Organisations which will culminate in the general 
strike on September 29 will follow. Therefore, the months of August 
and September should be a penod of continuous struggles against 
the Congress(!) government's economic policies. 

The CPI(M) and the Left Parties must at the same time ensure 
that the BJP and the other communal forces do not succeed 111 

disrupting the peoples urnty or divert attention by raising issues 
which foment communal pas~iom V1gildnce dgdm"t the communal 
designs must accompany the m<1;,~ mob11i~at1on on economic 
policies which will guarantee the failure of move~ to refocm on 
d1vis1ve issues. 

The CPI(M) and the Left Parties ~hould go among the people m 
a big way to rou~e anti-1mpenalist and patriotic feelings against 
the continuous U.S. attempts to int1m1date India and erode its 
economic sovereignty. This struggle 1s integrally connected with 
the struggle against the economic penetration by imperialist capital 
facilitated by the new economic policies. An important a~pect of 
the anti-imperialist campaign is the struggle against the divisive 
forces and the defence of national unity. The Party must advocate 
a democratic ethnic/nationality policy to combat separatism. 

The strengthening of Left umty has utmost importance in the 
present context. The CPl(M) should smcerely stnve to further 
strengthen and widep Left unity and cooperation with secular 
opposition parties. In the coming elections to the state assemblies, 
the CPl(M) ~hould work out tactics to defeat both Congress(!) 
and BJP by strengthening Left unity and in cooperation with secular 
opposition parties. 
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To take up these above tasks successfully, 1t is necessary to gear 

up the Party organisation. All the state committees must seriously 

study the organisational situation and take steps to revitalise the 

Party units and Party members by involving them fully m the civil 

disobedience movement Simultaneously, serious attention should 
be paid to the functioning of the mass organisations in an 
independent and democratic manner. Special efforts must be made 

to see that the persisting weaknesses in expanding and 
consolidcltmg the mass organisations are tackled without delay 



Polit Bureau on Barpeta Violence* 

Statement Dated July 21, 1994 Issued to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses deep concern at the 
outbreak of communal clashes between Bodos and Muslims in 
Barpeta Road and surrounding areas in Assam. Reports indicate 
that Bodo extremists set fire to villages in which minority settlers 
live, and this resulted in clashes between the two communities in 
various places. Though the violence erupted on the evening of 
July 19, the state administration had not been able to effectively 
intervene to curb the violence till the afternoon of the 20th. It is 
feared that many persons have lost their .lives or have been 
injured. 

The Assam State Government has shown lack of vigilance and 
complacency in view of the fact that there have been serious 
ethnic violences at Kokhrajar in May, sparked off by Bodo 
extremist attacks. Apart from firm measures to curb violence, the 
state administration should immediately take steps to provide 
security to the affected people of all communities and ensure 
sufficient compensation and rehabilitation for those rendered 
homeless. All secular political forces must unitedly intervene to 
see that the situation does not worsen. 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, July 31, 1994 



On Rao Government's Shameless 
Cover-up* 

Statement Dated July 27, 1994 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The Action Taken Report submitted by the Narasimha R~o 
Government on the JPC Report on the securities scandal ts 
nothing but a shameless cover-up. The action tak~n ~ctually 
amounts to defending all the guilty persons and reJect1~g the 
concrete evidence pointed out by the JPC. By refusmg to 
recognise the enormity of the worst corruption scandal smce 
independence, the Rao Government has taken the unpr~cedented 
step of rejecting a unanimous report submitted by a Parliamentary 
Committee in which all parties were represented. 

The government has exonerated all the three ministers, 
Dr. Manmohan Singh, Shankaranand and Rameshwar T~~lrnr, 
who were indicted in the report. The entire finance mm1stry 
which bungled in allowing such a scam is let off the hook. No top 
officials including the former Governor of the Reserve Bank of 
India have been proceeded against. The government has adopted 
a crimma~ attitude in not taking any strong measures against the 
four f~re1gn banks found guilty of breaking every law and 
regulation. The Goldstar case is also being hushed up. 

Such a massive cover-up is also motivated by the R~o 
Go~emme~t' s desire to delink the gigantic corruption from its 
pohcy of hberalisation and indiscriminate deregulation. 

The . outright rejection of the JPC Repor .ind the immoral 
protection of a~l those responsible for the puh tc loot of funds is 
an outr~ge agamst the people of this country a .d gross contempt 
of Parliament. The Narasimha Rao Governm1:;nt should not be 
allo':"'ed to get away with this brazen sta '1Ce. Both inside 
Parhai:ne~t and outside all democratic forct.s 1 _ ust finnly assert 
the pnnc1ple of accountability and punishm . . . • the guilty. The 
gov~rnment must be forced to be accounta ,' -he people and to 
Parhament. 

*Published m PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New~ 



On U.S. Manip1dated Decision 
on Haiti* 

Statement Dated August 7, 1994 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) condemns the U.S. manipulated 
decision of the U.N. Security Council to invade Haiti ostensibly 
for the purpose of restoring democracy. While the Polit Bureau 
deplores the fact of a coup replacing the duly elected government 
of Haiti by a military junta, the Polit Bureau at the same time 
emphatically states that it is none of the business of the USA or 
for that matter any outside country to interfere in the internal 
affairs of another country. It should be the prerogative of the 
people of every country to choose its government. The recent 
decision of the Security Council at the instigation of the USA 
once agam underscores the fact that at present, for all practical 
purposes, the United Nations and the Security Council have been 
hijacked by U.S. imperialism. 

The Polit Bureau calls upon the people to voice their protest 
against this thoroughly autocratic way the USA is trying to 
invade Haiti. 

*Published ,, 1 ~ l~.1.t .....DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, August-7, 1994. 



Rise Against This Perfidy* 

Statement Dated August 2, 1994 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The Rao Government's obduracy and shameless defence of 
corruption in high places have led to an intractable impasse in th~ 
parliament's functioning by forcing the Opposition t? qmt 
parliamentary committees and boycott the rest of the parliament 
session. 

The so-called Action Taken Report on the JPC recom.m.enda
tions is a mere white-wash to shield the involved m1msters, 
bureaucrats and the foreign banks. Following a mockery of 
consultations, the government has refused to accept reason and to 
punish the guilty who have swindled the nation in one of t~e 
biggest frauds in independent India. The contemptuous manner m 
which the government has treated the unanimous recommenda
tions of the JPC has exposed its irresponsible and cavalier 
attitude towards the parliamentary committees. The scant res~t 
shown towards these committees left the Opposition parties with 
no option but to resign from these committees in protest. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) considers the present stand of 
~he .go~emment as undermining the very basis of parliament3!Y 
mstitutrnn~ _and making a travesty of the principle of ministenal 
accountability. Under these circumstances the Polit Bureau has 
dec_ided _that the CPI(M) members of parli~ment will tender their 
res1gnattons from all parliamentary committees and boycott the 
rest of the current session. 

The Polit ~ureau appeals to the people of our country to rise as 
one-moo:' agamst the_ Rao Government's perfidy and stop this lo?t 
of ~~bhc assets bemg done in the name of the new economic 
rohcies._The CPI{M) has decided to take this issue to the people 
m a big way during the forthcoming civil disobedience 
movement beginning from August 16, 1994. 

*Published tn "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY" New Dellu A.... 7 1994 • .ugust,. 



On BJP's Communal Manoeuvres* 

Statement Dated August 16, 1994 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

It is regrettable that four persons have died in police firing in 
Hubli town on independence day. This is the result of the 
confrontation engineered by the BJP which has adopted a 
provocative stance to communalise a dispute over the Idgah 
grounds which is now pending before the Supreme Court. For 
three decades, the issue of the Idgah grounds has been before the 
courts without any communal colour being given about the use of 
the property. 

It is the BJP which has, since 1992, injected a communal bias 
and gone in for a confrontation on the lines of the Ayodhya 
dispute. Such activities of the BJP and the RSS have already 
created communal tensions in certain parts of Karnataka in the 
past few years. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly condemns the 
divisive tactics of the BJP which seeks to divert the attention of 
the people from the serious problems afflicting them and the 
country. It calls upon all sections of the people of Karnataka to 
foil such provocative activities and maintain commun.tl pt'a\.'e, 

The BJP must realise that the people will not tolerate the viokll\.~ 
which it has been instigating for commundl poldfi~ution. 

*Published m "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", N\IW ~ll\I A.~ q4 fMli 



On Election Commission's 
Strange Circular* 

Statement Dated August 17, 1994 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) is surprised at the latest proposal 
of the Election Commission to have common platforms for 
political parties and candidates to address public meetings. 

The Polit Bureau appreciates the concern expressed by t~e 
Election Commiss10n to curb the role of money power that is 
playmg a "pernicious role". However, it finds it strange that the 
Election Commission has chosen public meetings as the method 
to curb the use of money power. 

In Indian conditions, public meetings are held during the 
elections at virtually every nook and corner of the cou~try to 
reach out to the maximum number of the electorate. Puttmg an 
end to this practice would mean curbing the rights of the_ pol_Itical 
parties to reach out to the electorate and put forth their v1e~s, 
smce the number of people that would attend meetings_ with 
common platforms would be determined by the capacity of 
various parties to bring people from different areas t<? these 
co~~on pla~forms. Moreover, people are mobilised by d1ffere~t 
political parties on their respective programmes and slogans. This 
would not be pos~ible on a common platform. Instead of .c~rbmg 
money power, this step may well be utilised by the "pnvtleged 
few"· 0!11Y those, with greater resources, can undertake such a 
task _while others would be 'at a relative disadvantage. Far fr?m 
curbm~ t~e ro_le of money power, this step by the Election 
Commission will only enhance it. 

The P~lit Bureau of the CPI(M) would have appreciated if 
the E~ect1on Co~mission had made some concrete proposals 
regardmg the. curbmg_ of expenditure and material including blatant 
corrupt practices dunng the election process. Unfortunately, such 
proposals are no~ coming forth. The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) 
hence. opp~se~ th1_s proposal suggested by the Election Commission 
contamed m its circular of 11-7-1994. 

*Pubhshed tn PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, August 21, 1994. 



Polit Bureau Condemns U.S. 
Designs Against Cuba* 

Statement Dated August 23, 1994 Issued to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) strongly condemns the punitive 
measures announced by the U.S. administration against Cuba. 
Over the past week, the Clinton administration has put a ban on 
sending of money into Cuba by Cuban emigres and cancelled 
chartered flights into the country. The U.S. administration was 
not issuing legal visas to Cuban citizens and encouraging illegal 
immigrants. Now, reversing this stand, it has announced that 
USA will not receive any Cuban refugees on its soil but will 
instead detain them. 

All these hostile and provocative steps have now culminated 
with the threat of a naval blockade by a senior U.S. official. The 
Clinton administration is now set upon heightening the 
confrontation with Cuba in order to try and destabilise Cuba's 
government and internal social system. The economic embargo 
imposed on Cuba over the years has led to senous difficulties 
for the Cuban people. The USA is arrogantly trying to subvert 
the socialist system in Cuba by intensifying the sufferings 
of the people. 

Such intimidation and illegal measures which violate all 
international norms should not go unchallenged. Public opinion 
all over the world should condemn this shameless and cynical 
interference which violates Cuba's independence and sovereignty. 
The Polit Bureau calls upon the Government of India to unambi
guously cnticise the U.S. action and ask the Clinton adminis
tration to desist from such subversive activities directed against 
a friendly Third World country. The Polit Bureau calls upon 
all democratic and anti-imperialist sections in India to unitedly 
express their solidarity with Cuba and condemn USA's aggressive 
manoeuvres, 

*Published m PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, August 28, 1994 



On The Role of V. C. Shukla on 
A TR Impasse* 

Harkishan Singh Surjeet, General Secretary of 
The CPI(M), Issued a Statement Dated August 18, 1994 

While everybody welcomed the announcement by the ~residing 
officers of both Houses of Parliament, ending the A TR impasse, 
unfortunately, the Minister for Parliamentary Affairs, V. C. Shu~la 
has, in a Press conference addressed by him, issued a provocative 
statement denigrating both the prestige of parliament as well as 
the presiding officers. Ignoring the identical statements read out 
in both Houses of Parliament by the presiding officers, Shukla 
stated that following discussions with the Opposition leaders on 
the Action Taken Report and the JPC report, a supplementary 
report will be prepared. The agreement, as read out b~ the 
presiding officers, stated the "points on which the action is .not 
taken, the points on which the action is partly taken and the pomts 
on which ~he objections have been raised by the Opposition ~~all 
be reconsidered by the government and revised and modified 
report on these points shall be submitted by the government to 
the parliament as early as possible". In the background of such an 
agreement, V. C. Shukla had no right to negate it by stating th~t 
what will be submitted will be but supplementary report. He, m 
fact? went to the extent of stating that no action would be taken 
agamst any. minister! Clearly, this is an issue which the 
government is now bound to reconsider. The CPI(M) and the rest 
of the Opposition cannot tolerate such statements. 

It n:ia~ be recalled that, earlier, Shukla had tried to sabotage the 
negotiations .between .th~ government and the Opposition parties 
on the A TR issue. This ttme too his utterances indicate the same. 

If the. Rao Gove:m~en~ has any respect for such agreements 
a~d parha~entary mst1tutions, it should instruct Shukla to keep 
his tongue tied. 

*Published m PEOPLE'S DEMOCR C • 
'ATR' . A Y •New Delhi, August 28, 1994. 

this Volume~s Action Taken Report' Refer Documents under Item Nos. 52 and 54 of 



Tripura People Congratulated* 

Statement Dated August 29, 1994 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The Polit Bureau congratulates the people of Tripura for 
overwhelmingly supporting the Left Front in the panchayat 
elections just held. The initial results that are just coming in 
unmistakably show the people's faith in the CPl(M)-led Left 
Front. Anticipating such a rout in the panchayat elections, the 
Congress, at the initial stage, was toying with the idea of not 
participating in the poll at all. In very many places, the Congress 
was hard put to find any candidate willing to contest the polls on 
its ticket. Such was the isolation of the Congress from the people 
at large. In order to cover up such alienation from the people, the 
leader of the opposition Congress party in the Tripura Assembly 
has made wild charges of rigging agamst the CPI(M). 

The Polit Bureau condemns the attempts of the Congress 
goons on the life of the Tripura Education Minister, Anil Sarkar, 
ye~terday when he was on his way back to Agartala after the 
panchayat elections. Being sure that the Congress will fare 
miserably in the panchayat elections, now it has started resorting 
to violence. But violence will not pay as it failed to pay during 
the five years of semi-fascist rule of the Congress(!) in Tripura. 

The Polit Bureau hails the victory as a milestone in the journey 
of the people of Tripura in, once again, attempting to restructure 
the panchayat system in the state and to restore to the panchayats 
the rights and privileges they had enjoyed under the earlier 
Left Front regime. 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, September4, 1994. 



CPI(M) on Uttarakhand Issue* 

Statement Dated August 29, 1994 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau to Press 

A big agitation is going on in the Uttarakhand region of Utt~ 
Pradesh on the issue of reservation, spearheaded by students.1?1s 
agitation has received the support of major political parties. 
Educational institutions have been closed and people are 
responding to the calls for bandhs. The agitation started after the 
announcement by the Uttar Pradesh Government of 27 per cent 
reservation in educational institutions and jobs in the state. T~e 
state government notification also makes it applicable to the hill 
areas of the state which have remained backward. This agitation 
is sought to be used by interested forces against reservation for 
OBCs as a whole, or to advocate a separate state of Uttarakhand. 
T~e genuine grievances of the hill people and the mishandling of 
the agitation by the state government have aggravated the 
situation. Efforts are also on to pit the people of the hills and the 
plains against each other. 

The CPI(M), from the beginning, has been consistent in its 
support to the Mandal Commission recommendations and the 
consequential reservation for OBCs, and this stand remains an 
essential part to overcome economic and social backwardness for 
the backward communities. The CPI(M) cannot be a party to any 
con~pt which opposes reservation to OBCs. But, in doing so, due 
~onstde~ation has to be given to the concrete situation prevailing 
m certam specific areas whose population remains as backward 
as the OBCs. In this context, we have to examine the specific 
f~atures_ o~taining in the hill areas of Uttar Pradesh, comprising 
eight d1stncts now known as Uttarakhand. This area has long 
been neglected. Neither has agriculture made any advance nor is 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY" N 
• ew Delhi, September4, 1994 
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there possibility for industrial growth except in the few areas 
adjoining the plains. Even the limited development of agriculture 
requires a heavy capital investment, which is not available with 
the people, nor is the government providing it. Their conditions 
are marked by poverty and unemployment. Bulk of the rural 
population including the educated youth have to migrate to the 
plains in search of jobs either as house servants or as class IV 
employees. Landholdings on an average are two bighas per 
family. Even here, owmg to the geographical conditions, it 
cannot be made productive. Women of the area have to face a 
very hard life to run the household, facing drudgery. 

It is because of the above factors .that, in 1962, this area was 
recognised to be treated as backward area. Therefore, it" was 
decided to grant reservation in professional educational 
institutions in Uttar Pradesh to students from these areas (four per 
cent in engineering and six per cent in medical, which is almost 
equivalent to the population of these areas). When this provision 
was challenged in the Supreme Court, the court upheld its 
validity in 1975. Even the Manda) Commission had treated these 
areas as backward. This, however, is not to deny the existence of 
affluent sections here. They are numerically small and can be 
treated separately. 

Similarly, the number of OBCs in the hill areas does not 
exceed two to three per cent of the total population of these areas. 
While their interests have to be protected, the filling of 27 per 
cent quota in education and jobs is bound to lead to depriving the 
people of the hill areas of their meagre opportunities by those 
who come from outside of these areas to fill up these quotas. The 
fear is fuelled also by the fact that the ownership of land and 
other resources is already alienated from the hill people. 

Certain political forces are trying to disrupt the unity of the 
common people of the hills and the plains from a narrow political 
angle. Their game has to be defeated. The demand of the people 
of the hill areas to treat them as backward is legitimate. Access to 
education and jobs should be granted to them within the hill areas 
on a preferential basis. 
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The CPI(M) calls upon all sections of the people to maintam 
their bonds of unity and solidarity. Quotas for jobs and education 
are limited palliatives in the face of the gross social inequalities 
perpetrated by an exploitative socio-economic system. The 
problem of reservation which is of a specific nature in the hill 
areas should not be mixed up with extraneous issues such as the 
creation of a separate state. 

It is necessary to move towards setting up an autonomous 
regional council with maximum autonomy for the hill districts to 
tackle some of the specific problems of the hill areas. This, along 
with the common struggle to be waged unitedly for economic 
progress, removal of poverty and class exploitation, is the correct 
and democratic alternative. It will be in the interest of the htll 
people to gain maximum autonomy to decide the course of their 
own development while maintaining wider access to jobs and 
education in the bigger entity of the state of Uttar Pradesh. 



CPl(M) Opposes Foreign Entry 
into Print Media* 

Statement Dated September 4, 1994 
Issued by The Polit Bureau to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) reiterates its strong dpposition to 
the entry of foreign print media into the country to publish 
newspapers and journals. The sudden announcement by the 
Congres~(I) spokesman of the ruling party s approval of foreign 
print media operat10ns is a reversal of the long-standing prohibition 
on foreign print media from 1955. It will open the floodgates for 
external interference in the country s internal affa1rs and democratic 
system which is the concern of India s citizens. 

The CPI(M) calls upon the R<lo Government to desist from any 
such step which will have incalculable consequences for India s 
sovereignty and democratic polity. The Rao Government must 
consult all sections of public opinion, political parties and 
intellectudl opinion before taking any decision on the matter. Any 
unilateral step in this regard should be firmly resisted. 

*Pubhshed m PEOPLES DEMOCRACY', New Delht, September 11, 1994 



CPI(M) Demands Withdrawal of 
Indian Troops From Somalia* 

Statement Dated September 1, 1994 
Issued by The Polit Bureau to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses its gnef and sorrow at 
the k1llmg of three Indian doctors in Samaha. 

This k1llmg comes after the death of seven Indian soldiers last 
week. 

The CPI(M) had outnghtly opposed India s mvolvement m the 
operations m Somalia and reiterates its demand for the immediate 
withdrawal of the Indian troops from Somalia. The government 
has to answer to the Indian people as to what our forces are domg 
in the civil warm Somalia, especially at a time when theAmencan 
forces are withdrawn from there. Indian people cannot tolerate 
our governments yielding to U.S. pressures and treatmg our armed 
forces as cannon-fodder for U.S. imperialist designs in Samaha 
or the world over. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses its deep condolences 
to the members of the bereaved families. 
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Tripura Gives Fitting Rebuff 
to Congress(!)* 

Statement Dated September 1, 1994 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) salutes the people of Tripura for 
the unprecedented confidence that they have reposed m the CPI(M) 
tn the recently concluded three-tier panchayat elections. The 
massive ~upport for the CPI(M) and the Left Front clearly reveals 
once again the support the CPI(M) receives in this sensitive border 
state. The Congress(!) should draw proper lessons from this victory 
and stop hatching various conspiracies to disrupt the unity between 
the tribals and non-tribals so crucial for stability in the north-east. 
The people have given a fotmg rebuff to the Congres<;(l) de<;igns 
of aiding and abetting extremi~t dct1vtties for it<; petty political 
gains. The CPl(M) reiterates that, at least, now, the Congress(I) 
recall the Governor Romesh Bhandari who has been openly 
funct1onmg as a Congress(!) activist. 
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CPl(M)'s Greetings to Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam* 

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) 
sends its warm fraternal greetings to the people and government 
of the Socialist Repubhc of Vietnam on the occasion of the 49th 
anniversary of their National Day. The CPl(M) recalls the great 
contnbution of Comrade Ho Chi Minh to the cause of Marx1sm
Leninism and the freedom of Vietnam. It was under his leadership 
that the m1lhons of Vietnamese people were inspired to Join the 
hberation struggle and make valuable sacrifices for this cause. The 
conviction and grit with which this hberation struggle first against 
the French imperialism and subsequently against U.S. imperialism 
was fought over a time span of several decades, will remain 
for ever a saga of courage and sacrifice. For such an inspmng 
leadership, Comrade Ho Chi Mmh today occupies a pos1t10n of 
pre-eminence in the galaxy of revolutionary leaders of the world 
The liberation struggle of the people of Vietnam, fought under the 
glorious banner of the Vietnamese party, will for ever inspire all 
the people throughout the world groaning under the Jackboot of 
exploitat10n and oppression. 

Now, for the last few decades the valiant people of Vietnam 
have been straining their every nerve to rebuild their country and 
forge t~e socialist reconstruction of their society ahead. The whole 
world is lookmg to Vietnam with bated breath to see the outcome 
of this equally prolonged struggle for a new society. 

The Central _Co~mittee of the CPI(M) has every reason to be 
confi~ent that, m this different kind of struggle, Vietnam will come 
?ut with flymg colours an~ bmld a society where people will hve 
m a free atmosphere devoid of exploitdtion. We wish the people 
and the Communist Party ofVietnam all success in this endeavour 
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~ 
CPl(M) Greets Democratic People's 
Republic of Korea* 

The Central Committee of the Communi!.t Party oflndrn (Marxist) 
sends its greetings to the Workers Party of Korea and through it to 
the people of Korea on the occasion of the 46th anniversary of the 
foundation of the Democratic Peoples Republic of Korea. 

Forty-six years ago, under the leadership of Comrade Kim II 
Sung, the Korean people succeeded in liberating Korea from 
Japanese occupation after a bitter and prolonged struggle. Withm 
five years, however, the people of Korea were forced mto yet 
another struggle, this time to defeat U.S. 1mpenahst manoeuvres 
m the Korean peninsula. In thi~ struggle the people of DPRK 
heroically fought back the imperialist army and foiled its designs 
to crush the infant socialist state. 

Smee the success of the revolution, the people of the DPRK 
under the leadership of the Workers Party of Korea have been 
striving to build Socialism, basmg themselves on the concrete 
conditions prevailing m Korea, popularly known as the Juche idea. 

After 46 years, today, the DPRK has successfully turned a once 
backward economy into a fast developing socialist economy. 

Durmg these four decades however, imperialist manoeuvres 
have kept Korea divided. Conspiracie~ and attempts to destabilise 
the socialist regime in the DPRK by 1mpenahsm continue. The 
DPRK has successfully resisted and foiled all such attempts and 
machinations by the regime in the South and its imperialist mentors. 
The success achieved in the negotiations on the nuclear issue is a 
clear indication of the intent10ns of the DPRK for peace and 
stability. The DPRK is currently engaged in a struggle for the 
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pe~ceful reunification of the Korean peninsula. The 1111t1at1ve taken 
by the DPRK and the proposals put forward by It hdve received 
wider acceptance of the world community. We wish the Korean 
peopl~ all success m this struggle. 

On this occasion, however, we cannot fail to recall and pay 
tnbutes to the contributions made by great leader Comrade Kim II 
Sung both to the success of the revolution and rn ~oc1ah~t 

construction in the DPRK. His untimely death has left a 
deep VOid. 

We are sure that under the leadership of Comrade Kim Jong II, 
the DPRK will be able to further consolidate Socialism and defeat 
the impenahst designs in the region. 

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India 
(Marxist) once again conveys its greeting to the Workers Party of 
Korea and all Korean people on the 46th anniversary of the 
foundation of the DPRK and wishes them all success. 



Solve Ayodhya Dispute Under 
Art. 138(2) of The Constitution 
of India* 

Statement Dated September 9, 1994 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The CPI(M) has been opposed to the reference to the Supreme 
Court for an opinion under Article 143 of the Constitution on the 
Ayodhya dispute. The Party and all other Left and secular 
opposition forces had wanted that all the cases pending on the 
Ayodhya dispute be referred to the Supreme Court for a full 
judicial verdict under Article 138(2). 

The Supreme Court, while hearing arguments to decide 
whether it should accept the reference and give its opinion, has 
correctly asked the Central Government to state clearly whether 
its opinion would be binding on the government. The response of 
the Solicitor General on behalf of the government has been 
ambiguous by stating that the precise manner in which ~he 

government will settle the dispute cannot be said at this juncture, 
while at the same time stating that it would be in accordance with 
the opinion of the court. 

The Supreme Court felt it necessary to ask the government 
to commit its stand because the Narasimha Rao Government 
has been engaged in the dubious exercise of sponsoring a 
trust consisting of the Shankaracharyas and other religious figures 
to build a temple at Ayodhya. It is also evident from 
the Shankaracharyas' statements that the trust will build the 
temple with the sanctum sanctorum at the disputed site. The 
Rao Government has been legitimising the stand of the VHP and 
trying to complete with it to appropriate the temple platform. 

By being asked to commit to abide by the opinion of the 
Supreme Court, the Narasimha Rao Government's manoeuvres to 
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legitimise the temple construction at the disputed site have been 
exposed. Even with regard to the reference it has made to the 
court, it is not prepared to give a categorical assurance that it will 
abide by the court's opinion. 

The present situation once again underlines the necessity of 
allowing the Supreme Court to go into the entire dispute under 
Article 138(2) for a judicial verdict which would be binding on 
all sides. 



CPI(M) Congratulates People on 
Success of Movement* 

Statement Dated September 12, 1994 
Issued by The Polit Bureau to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) warmly congratulates the 
working people of the country who enthusiastically responded to 
the call of civil disobedience by the Left parties against the new 
economic policies and the GA TI agreement and to safeguard the 
country's economic sovereignty. According to preliminary 
reports, the number of volunteers who defied law and were 
arrested all over the country is over 1 J .5 lakhs, far exceeding the 
target of 10 lakhs fixed by the Left parties. 

This civil disobedience movement was, by far, the biggest 
mass mobilisation m Independent India agamst the hardships 
being imposed on the t01ling people. Invoking the patnotic 
sentiments of protecting our country's economic independence 
and self-reliance, lakhs of people, braving torrential rains at 
places, floods at others, and drought conditions in different parts, 
came forward and joined the movement in thousands of centres 
across the country from August 16 to September 9, 1994. The 
movement took place in every state of the country during this 
period. Big mobilisations took place in Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, 
Tamil Nadu, Punjab, Bihar and other states. In Kerala alone, 
4.46 lakh volunteers were arrested includmg former Chief 
Mmister E. K. Nayanar and CPl(M) Polit Bureau member 
V. S. Achuthanandan. Senior leaders of the Party including the 
General Secretary were arrested in various parts of the country. In 
Punjab, the volunteers were subjected to brutal lathicharges. 
Lathicharges also took place in Hyderabad and other places in 
Andhra Pradesh, in Kamataka, Maharashtra, Bihar, Haryana, 
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Orissa, Madhya Pradesh and elsewhere. Thousands have been 
detained in jails. The 'jail bharo' call was completely successful 
as the government had to open many 'camp' jails as regular jails 
were filled up. 

Overcoming the divisive appeals of communahsm and caste, 
which not only disrupt the unity of the people but divert the1r 
struggles away from basic issues, lakhs of toiling people joined 
this movement to safeguard our country's economic sovereignty 
and uphold its unity and integrity. 

The Polit Bureau congratulates the CPI(M) units all over the 
country, which took the issues of this movement to crores of 
people across the country resulting in an unprecedented mass 
mobilisation. 

Following the grand success of this civil disobedienc~ 
movement, the Polit Bureau calls upon all Party units to make the 
September 20 call of 'Rail Roko' and September 29 (1994) call 
of a 'nationwide industrial strike' given by the National Platform 
of Mass Organisations, a bigger success. The Polit Bureau 
appeals to all patriotic Indians to join in these struggles to defend 
our country's economic sovereignty. 

The Polit Bureau warns the Narasimha Rao Government that 
unless. it reverses this process of undermining our country's 
sovereignty and self-reliance, the people of our country will not 
tolerate the growing economic hardships being imposed on them. 



Polit Bureau Congratulates Activists 
of Rail Roko Movement* 

Statement Dated September 21, 1994 
Issued to Press 

~ 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) congratulates all those who 
participated m the September 20 Rail Roko movement at the call 
of the National Platform of Mass Organisations. The widespread 
pickettmg of railways in West Bengal, Assam, B1har, Orissa, 
RaJasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Tamtl Nadu, U.P. and Kerala paralysed 
rail services substantially. 

The Polit Bureau appeals to all sections of the work mg people 
to take forward the struggle agatmt the economic poltc1es of the 
Rao Government by makmg the September 29 general stnke call 
by the mass organt~dttam a big succe~"· 
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CPI(M) Opposes Deployment of 
Indian Troops in Hai_ti* 

Statement Dated September 15, 1994 
Issued by The Polit Bureau to Press 

The decision of the Indian Government to participate m the United 
States sponsored invasion of Haiti 1s shocking. According to the 
external affairs ministry spokesman, India has expressed 
wtllmgness to send troops for the second phase of the operation 

This decision has obviously been taken at the behest of the U.S 
admmistrat1on. Just as in Somalia, the U.S. troops will occupy 
Haiti and then withdraw, leaving 1t to troops from India and other 
countries to deal with the internal situation and possible unrest 

The Indian armed forces should not be used as a mercenary 
force to suit the U.S. global designs. The Rao Government 1s 

shamelessly placatmg the U.S. administration on its Haiti operation 
when even the U.S. Congress is not convinced of the wisdom of 
such a step. · 

The Poht Bureau calls upon the Rao Government to immediately 
annul its decision on participating in the U.S. action in Haiti. Failure 
to do so will meet with strong public protests. 
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CPl(M) Denounces New 
Drug Policy* 

Statement Dated September 16, 1994 
Issued by The Polit Bureau to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly denounces the new drug 
policy announced by the government as it will lead to unbearable 
nse m the pnces of essenllal drugs. 

The virtual aboht10n of the price control and the increase in the 
profitability ceiling for the production of bulk drugs will lead to 
immediate and massive hikes in the drug pnces. It 1s mdeed strange 
that the government has increased profitability ceihng when, durmg 
the last two years, both the prof1t<1b1hty and the turnover of the 
drug indm.try were higher than thdt of the rest of the mdu~try. 

Except for five drugs the production of all other<> ha~ been 
dehcen~ed Henceforth, therefore, drug production will not be 
based on the health needs of the Indian people but on the basis of 
prof1t<1bil1ty. Such a pohcy, particularly when epidemics are ragmg 
m the country mcludmg the resmfacmg of plague, will lead to 
d1~asters. 

As a direct consequence of the terms of the GAIT treaty, the 
government has permitted 51 per cent equity participation for 
foreign companies and committed to treat them on par with Indian 
companies. This move will immediately expose the Indian drug 
industry to the MNC monopolie~ which would be free to dictate 
their own prices. This will adversely affect the domestic drug 
industry which today controls 70 per cent of the Indian market. 

These three major steps, put together, are bound to send the 
pnces of drugs soaring. The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M), while 
condemning this move, calls upon the Indian people to unitedly 
resist this fresh onslaught on their livelihood. 
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Polit Bureau Communique* 

Issued Following Its Meeting Held in 
New Delhi on September 14-15, 1994 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) warmly congratulated the people 
who responded enthusiastically to the call of the civil 
disobedience movement. Surpassing the target of ten lakh 
volunteers set by the Left parties, over 11.5 lakh volunteers 
defied the law and were arrested during the movement. At many 
places, the volunteers were subjected to brutal lathi-charges. This 
mass response clearly shows the growing discontent among the 
people at the economic hardships being imposed by the new 
economic policies. It also demonstrates the patriotic sentiments of 
the people who are protesting against the bartering away of our 
country's economic sovereignty. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) has decided to carry forward 
the struggle against the disastrous effects of these economic 
policies. It has called upon all the Party units to make the call 
given by the National Platform of Mass Organisations for a 
nationwide industrial strike and hartal on September 29 a grand 
success. 

The government in the meanwhile, however, continues to 
brazenly implement its new economic policies imposing great~r 
burdens on the common man. The price of sugar has once again 
started ri~ing and is bound to reach unprecedented levels before 
the . ~ommg Dussehra and Diwali season begins. The recent 
dec1s1on by the Finance Minister to allow large-scale imports of 
consumer goods will worsen the domestic recessionary 
conditions leading to greater unemployment and further 
hardships. 
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On Entry of Foreign Media 
The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) strongly opposed the move of 

foreign control of media in India. It is heartening to note that the 
Indian Newspaper Society has also categorically come out against 
this move and suggested the banning of any foreign ownership of 
shares or control of the print media in India. Such a move will 
only allow the media in the country to be controlled by foreign 
monopoly sharks and will undermine the very institution of the 
freedom of the Press. 

Stop Joint Military Exercises 
Despite growing protests against the joint military exercises 

with the U.S. armed forces, the Government of India is once again 
currently engaged in these exercises off India's Western coast. 

The Indian Government's decision to send our troops to 
Somalia and now in a shocking move to Haiti clearly exposes its 
succumbing to U.S. pressures. The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) 
reiterates its demand for the immediate withdrawal of Indian 
troops from Somalia and annuling the decision to send troops to 
Haiti. 

Forthcoming Assembly Elections 
The Polit Bureau discussed the tactics to be pursued by the 

Party for the forthcoming assembly elections in Andhra Pradesh 
and Karnataka. The CPl(M) will work for the unity of all Left, 
secular and democratic forces to defeat the ruling Congress in 
these states. In doing so the Party will ensure that the communal 
forces are not allowed to succeed in their attempt to divert the 
popular discontent among the masses for their political gains. 
Preliminary reports indicate that in both these states the 
combination of Left, democratic and secular forces is gaining 
popular support. 

Election Commission's Threats 
The Chief Election Commissioner has once again threatened 

that .no elections will be held in 1995 unless photo identity cards 
are issued to voters. There is nobody who disagrees with the 
issuance of such identity cards. But the differences arise on the · 
m~ner. and timeframe of its implementation. The CEC has 
arb1tranly announced his own time-tahlP. withnnt rnncmlt; ....... th~ 
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Central Government or the State Governments. The Central 
Government and the State Governments have met several times 
to work out its mechanics. However, the CEC stubbornly refuses 
to recognise the actual difficulties being faced by t~e St~te 
Governments. Further, enumeration of the electoral rolls is gomg 
on in many states and is to be completed by the l st of January 
1995. The process of issuing photo identity cards can arise only 
after this enumeration is completed. Otherwise many genume 
voters may be deprived of their right to vote. The CEC cannot 
arrogate to himself the authority to deny the right to vote to any 
voter. This will only result in hampering the election process and 
undennining democracy. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) therefore, demands that the 
government promulgate an ordinance amending the Representa
tion of People's Act in such a manner to as prevent the EC from 
hampering the election process. 

Uttarakhand Agitation 
The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses grave concern at the 

ongoing agitation in the hill districts of Uttar Pradesh, which has 
already claimed a number of lives and disrupted normalcy in the 
region. The CPI(M), while supporting reservations for the OBCs, 
demands ~hat due consideration has to be given to the concrete 
situation prevailmg in this area, whose population remains 
extremely backward. In fact, since I 962, the eight hill districts in 
U.P. w~re recognised to be treated as backward area; the people 
of the hill areas to be treated as backward and access in education 
and jobs should be granted to -them within these areas on a 
prererential b~sis. It is necessary to set up an autonomous 
reg1on~l cou~ctl with maximum autonomy for the hill districts to 
d~al with their specific problems. It will be in the interest of the 
hill. people to gain maximum autonomy to decide the course of 
their own ~ev~lopme~t while maintaining wider access to jobs 
and education m the bigger entity of the state of Uttar Pradesh. 

Party Congress 

The Polit Bureau discussed the preparations for the l 5th Party 
Congress to be held in Chandigarh in early April 1995. The 
process of lower level conferences has already begun. 

The ~entral Committee will meet from October 23 to 24, 1994 
'-- .C:.-1">,1 .......... •L.. .... ,.1 ....... ,.,.:1" 



Combat This Menace on 
War-Footing: Call Given by 
The Polit Bureau of CPl(M) to Resist 
Outbreak of Plague in Surat* 

Statement Dated September 24, 1994 Issued to Press 

The outbreak of plague in Surat and the earlier reports of the 
disease affecting people in Beed district of Maharashtra have 
caused grave concern. It is surprising that despite the first reports 
of plague cases in the Marathwada region nearly two weeks ago, 
neither the state nor the Central Government authorities showed 
the necessary seriousness and urgency to meet this threat. Even 
after a number of cases were reported in Surat city, the Gujarat 
Chief Minister, as late as September 23, was maintaining that it 
could be a case of viral pneumonia. 

Now that cases of pneumonic plague have been confirmed in 
Surat, it is essential that all the concerned authorities, both at the 
state and Centre, act in concert to ensure prompt identification of 
victims and quick treatment and all other necessary measures to 
prevent an epidemic. The people have to be assured and educated 
that the disease is curable with prompt treatment. Adequate 
precautionary measures have to be taken in Gujarat and the 
neighbouring states. The Gujarat Government and the 
neighbouring state authorities must also ensure that supplies of 
antibiotics and other relevant medicines necessary to combat the 
disease are made available without delay. There should be stem 
measures taken against those who try to profiteer from the 
calamity by hoarding and blackmarketing essential drugs. 
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CPI(M)'s Greetings to China* 

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) 
conveys its warm fraternal greetings to the Chinese people and the 
Communist Party of China on the 45th anniversary of the triumph 
of the Chmese Revolution and the foundation of the Peoples 
Republic. 

Along with the Great October Revolution of 19 l 7 and defeat of 
fascism in the Second World War, the Chmese Revolution was one 
of greatest events of this century. Its triumph galvanised the peoples 
struggle the world over and irreversibly cemented the decolonisa
tion process. 

The efforts of the Chinese people under CPC's leadership to 
build socialism with Chinese characteristics have met with 
remarkable success in recent years. The high economic growth 
rates are generating all-round improvement in the living standards 
of the people. The growing economic strength of China upholding 
the pnnc1ples of socialism, is m itself a maJor contnbution to the 
international Communist movement 

On this significant occasion the CP,I(M) wishes the CPC and 
the Chinese people all success m their endeavours to bmld socialism 
in China. 
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CPI(M) Condemns U.P. Firing* 

Statement Dated October 3, 1994 
Issued by rhe Polit Bureau to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly condemns the brutal firing 
by the Uttar Pradesh police on unarmed people at Muzaffarnagar 
early yesterday morning which left ten persons dead and scores 
gnevously injured. Those fired upon included women and children 
from the hill districts of Uttar Pradesh who were on their way to 
Delhi to attend the Uttarakhand rally. The October 2 rally had 
been announced days in advance and the Delhi administration 
had given permission to hold it. But the U.P. administration sought 
to deny the right of the people to proceed for the rally by putt
ing up barricades and preventing them from reaching Delh1. In 
Muzaffamagar, thousands of stranded rallyists tried to negotiate 
with the police to hft the barricades for several hours from midnight 
till dawn. Instead of allowing them to proceed, the police resorted 
to unprovoked firing. 

The Muzaffarnagar killings are part of the continuing pattern of 
violence unleashed by the state authorities. Exactly one month 
ago, several innocent persons were killed in police firmg at Khatima 
on September I and Mussoorie on September 2. The State 
Government is yet to institute a jud1c1al probe into the first two 
firings. The current agitation in the hills requires a political solution 
instead of bemg treated as a law and order problem. The use of 
repression and violence is only aggravating the situation. 

The CPI(M) calls upon both the State and the Central 
Governments to realise the gravity of the situation and work 
towards a peaceful solution which can meet the legitimate demands 
of the hill people. 
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The CPI(M) warns against the disruptive manoeuvres of certain 
political parties and forces which are trying to expl01t the genume 
gnevances of the people for narrow political gains. It stands by 
the hill people in their quest for an end to backwardne~s. The 
CPl(M) demands that for this purpose these areas be charactensed 
as backward areas, be provided with institutions with maximum 
autonomy, and vigorous efforts be undertaken to forge development 
of these areas on an urgent ba~is. 

The CPl(M) expresses deep condolences to the fam1 ltes of those 
killed in yesterdays firing and demands a thorough judicial enquiry 
into all three finngs as well as compensation for the fam1lie~ of 
the victims. 



CPl(M) on Bangalore Violence* 

Statement Dated October 8, 1994 
Issued by The Polit Bureau to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses serious concern over 
the violent incidents in Bangalore as a result of which the police 
opened fire leadmg to the death of many persons and imposition 
of curfew m parts of the city. 

The Congress Government bears responsibility for these tragic 
developments. It is clear that the communal forces, particularly 
the BJP, are utilising the situation to whip up communal frenzy. It 
is unfortunate that lmguistic fanat1ci~m is leadmg some groups to 
resort to actions which play mto the hands of the communal forces. 

The Polit Bureau demands that the Government of Karnataka 
immediately take necessary steps to prevent aggravation of the 
tensions. The Polit Bureau appeals to the people of Karnataka not 
to fall prey to the provocative designs of sinister forces and uphold 
peace and harmony. 

*Published m PEOPLES DEMOCRACY, New Delhi, October 16, 1994 



CPI(M)'s Greetings to 
Third Congress of 
Workers' Party of Turkey* 

The Third Congress of the Workers' Party of Turkey l-ta.'i heldft:(lm 
October 14 to 16, 1994 at Ankara. Comrade Sitaram Yechury was 
to attend it representing CPl(M). But due to the dtsruption • 
international jltghts following the plague outbreak in parts of India, 
he could not attend. The Central Committee sent the following 

message: 
The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) 
sends its fraternal greetings to the Third National Congress of the 
Workers' Party of Turkey. 

This Congress of the Workers' Party of Turkey is taking place m 
the background of a very complex international s1tuat1on. In the 
aftermath of the dismtegration of the Soviet Union and the revers::
and setback to socialism in the countries of East Europe: U.S. 
imperialism is accelerating its efforts for global hegemony. The 
imperialist vision of a 'new world order is unfolding itself m 
pohtical, military and economic spheres. These imperialist efforts 
mean the strengthening of the double exploitation-by the domestic 
ruling classes and by imperialism-for the people of the developing 
world. For the CPI(M), in this situation, the urgent task facing the 
progressive and Communist movement in the world is to toughen 
the anti-imperialist struggles throughout the world. 

It is of outmost necessity in this context to strengthen the bonds 
of friendship and cooperation among the ,...ommunists and 
progressives the world over. As opposed to the forecast made by 
imperialism and its media regarding the demise of socialism and 
the eternity of capitalism, the Communist movement, drawing 
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lessons from past experiences, is regroupmg and re-emerging as 
the most consistent fighter agamst exploitation. Defence of the 
socialist ideal and Marxism is of vital importance in this struggle. 

The ever declining conditions of the bulk of the people m the 
capitalist countries and the intensified exploitation establish yet 
again the validity of Marxism for putting an end to the system 
based on exploitation of man by man. The struggle to establish an 
exploitation-free society on the principles of scientific socialism 
is therefore humanity's future. 

The Workers' Party of Turkey has a glonous tradition of struggle 
and sacnf1ces. The CPI(M) has been closely observing the struggles 

1-Deing conducted by the Workers' Party, and earlier under the banner 
of the Socialist Party, which was subsequently banned by the 
government a few years back. The CPl(M) expresses its solidarity 
with the work mg class and other toiling people of Turkey who are 
in the midst of the battle to end exploitat10n of man by man and 
nation by nation. 

The CPl(M) 1s confident that the Workers Party, with rts glonous 
tradition of antr-impenahst struggles, wrll contmue to ~trengthen 
Its contnbution and be part of this united endeavour. 
~:->·The Communist Party of India (Marxist) once again conveys its 
revolutionary greetings to the Workers' Party of Turkey on the 
occasion of its Th1rd National Congre~s." 



CPI(M) on Government's 
Dabbling in Religious Matters* 

Statement Dated October 16, 1994 
Issued by The Polit Bureau to Press 

The trust formed by the Shankaracharyas for the construction of 
the Ram temple at the disputed site at Ayodhya has come about as 
a result of the sponsorship of the Narasimha Rao Government. 
This trust intends to take over the job of construction of the temple 
from the hands of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad controlled body. 
The Shankaracharyas have repeatedly made it clear that their trust 
aims at havmg the sanctum sanctorum at the disputed site where 
the idols have been kept. They also want the entire land acquired 
by the Government to be handed over to them. This makes it 
clear that the aim of the present trust is similar to that of the Visha 
Hindu Parishad, the only difference being the trustees and the 
management. 

The motives of the Narasimha Rao Government to patromse 
such a trust are dubious and can prove extremely harmful. It is the 
same government which has made a reference to the Supreme Court 
for an opmion under Article 143. The term of this reference is 
itself defective and it will not be a binding judicial verdict on the 
dispute. Yet, the Rao Government has not even waited for the 
Supreme Court's decision before- sponsorinr a trust composed of 
religious figures. It is the Rao Government which had also 
announced that it will form a trust to build the mosque. 

The only conclusion that can be drawn is that the Rao 
Government is bent upon appropriating the temple platform from 
the VHP by legitimising the VHP s demands which are a challenge 
to the Constitution and secular values. 

D *Published m PEOPLES DEMOCRACY , New Delhi, October 23, I 994 Refer 
ocuments under Item Nos 66 and 80 of this Volume 
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The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) demands that the Rao 
Government disassociate from all moves by any trust or body set 
up for construction of the temple. The only course open to 1t 1s to 
refer the entire dispute to the Supreme Court for a bmding verdict 
under Article 138(2) of the Constitution. It warns the government 
to cease dabbling in religious matters in such a manner which will 
only compromise the state's secular character. 



On CEC's Overstepping 
His Powers* 

Statement Dated October 18, 1994 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The order passed by the Chief Election Commissioner warning of 
possible derecognition of political parties if they fail to constitute 
their leading bodies as per their party constitutions within four 
months, is untenable and beyond the powers of the Commission. 
The Election Symbols Order does not confer the power to the 
Election Commission to issue any directive about the internal 
functioning of political parties. 

Whatever deficiencies are there in the functioning of political 
parties as per their constitutions, it is not the job of the Chief 
Election Commissioner to ensure democratic functioning within 
the parties. The rectification of defects in inner-party functioning 
can be judged and acted upon by the members of these parties 
and by the people who are asked to support these parties. -

The CEC has made sweeping charges about the political 
parties not acting as per their constitutions which is wrong 
particularly in the case of a party like the CPI(M). The remarks of 
the CEC displays contempt for political parties which have an 
essential role to play in a parliamentary democracy. 

•;ubh~hed m ~EOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, October 23, J 994. 
CEC means Cluef Elecllon Comrruss1oner'. 



CPl(M) Condemns Sri Lankan 
Assassination* 

Statement Dated October 24, 1994 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses its deep shock and 
strongly condemns the assassination of Mr. Gamini Dissanayake, 
leader of the United National Party of Sri Lanka and its candidate 
for the forthcoming presidential elections. Mr. Dissanayake was a 
key negotiator of the Indo-Sri Lanka accord while a cabinet 
minister under President Jayawardene. 

The murder of this prominent Sri Lankan politician is a brazen 
attempt to scuttle the peace process initiated by the new 
government and the talks to be held with L TIE. The Polit Bureau 
hopes that the people of Sri Lanka of all communities will see 
through this game and extend their full support for solving the 
ethnic problem in a peaceful manner. 

*Pubhshed m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, October 30, 1994. 



CPl(M) Hails Supreme Court 
Verdict on Ayodhya Dispute 

Statement Dated October 24, 1994 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) deeply appreciates the Supreme 
Court's decision not to entertain the reference under Article 143 
asking for its opinion on the Ayodhya dispute. By doing so, the 
Supreme Court has once again taken a principled stand in defence 
of secularism. The terms of reference framed by the Rao Govern
ment for seekmg an opinion under Article 143 of the Constitution 
was itself flawed and motivated. The Supreme Court could not 
have given any authoritative opinion whether a temple or a Hindu 
religious structure had existed more than four centuries ago. 

The Narasimha Rao Government's action of promoting a trust 
set up by the Shankaracharyas whose aim is to build a temple at 
the disputed site, now stands exposed and should be forthwith 
abandoned. 

The Supreme Court has also correctly revived the title deed, 
suits and legal claims which were extinguished by the land 
acquisition by the Centre, while asking the Central Government 
to keep possession of the land. This has opened the way for the 
Central Government to transfer all the original pending cases 
befo~e the Lucknow Bench of the Allahabad High Court to. a 
Special B~nch of the Supreme Court for a full judicial verdict 
under Article 138(2) of the Constitution. This is the only course 
open to the Rao Government if it wants to adhere to secular 
values and the rule of law . 
. The Poht ~ureau also welcomes the Supreme Cou~'s 
Judgement holdmg Kalyan Singh, former Chief Minister, guilty 
o~ gross ~ont~mpt of Court in allowing construction at the 
d1sp~ted site .m July 19~2. Though symbolic, the punishment 
admm1stered 1s an assertion of defence of secularism and rule 
of law. 

*Published m PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, October 30, 1994. 
Refer Document under Item No. 66 of this Volume. 



Central Committ~e Comm.unique* 

Issued Following its Meeting Held in New Delhi on 
October 20-23, 1994 

The Supreme Court~· decision to reject the government~· reference 
under Article 143 of the Constitution was the second sign(ficant 
verdict in defence of secularism in recent months, the CPJ(M) 
General Secretary Harkishan Singh Surjeet has said. Addressing a 
Press conference at New Delhi, October 25, 1994 on the recently 
concluded Central Committee meeting (October 20-23), Surjeet 
·hailed the Supreme Court verdict and said it exposed the anti
secular positions of both the Congress (I) and the BJP. While the 
Supreme Court verdict (both in this case and in the earlier case on 
the dismissal of the BJP-led state governments) clearly upheld the 
principle of secularism as the basis r~f the Indian Constitution, the 
Congress( I) sought to portray secularism as equal respect to all 
religions while compromising with religious forces. The Supreme 
Court verdict also debunked the BJP s stand that religious issues 
were ahove the la'4: By reviving the title deed, suits and legal claims 
over the disputed land, the verdict had reaffirmed the legal basis 
of the Ayodhya dispute. Surjeet also reiterated the CPI( M) s long
standing demand that tlze Central Government tran.~fer all the 
pending cases before the Lucknow Bench of the Allahabad High 
Court to a Special Bench of the Supreme Court for a full judicial 
verdict under Article 138(2) of the Constitution. 

Regarding the situation in Kenda where the ruling UDF was 
riven with factionalism and charges of corruption, the Central 
Committee had decided that the Kera/a unit of the Party must build 
a poweiful mass movement to remove the coalition, Surjeet said. 

*Published in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY". New Delhi, October 30. 1994. 
This Press Communique was released at a Press Conference held in New Delhi on 
October 25, 1994. 
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He said the Central Comm'ittee had reiterated its stand of not 
aligning with any communal party. In reply to a questwn uhether 
the CPl(M) considered Sulaiman Sact's Indian Natwnal League a 
communal party, Surjeet said he had replied that questwn many 
times. "It is not for me to say whether it is a communal party or not 
but for the people to decide whether a party can ovenught become 
secular by just changing its name," he added. 

Surjeet also said the Central Committee had discussed the 
industrial policy statement issued by the West Bengal Government 
recently and decided that the Polit Bureau should prepare "a 
document explainmg the role the left Front Government should 
play in the economic development of West Bengal in the background 
of the Centres economic policies and liberalisatwn ". 

Answermg a spate of queries on this issue, Sur;eet said there 
was no difference of opmwn on the issue because the Party Has 
agreed that private sector as well as MNCs tt-ere necesswy in areas 
needing sophisttcatedforeign technology. Suneet also pointed out 
that "West Bengal is not an independent state and we are not 
building socialtsm there. We are functioning within the capitalist 
system with extremely limited powers. There is no Soviet Union to 
help us any longer. But we cannot lag behind other states. Moreover; 
there has been constant discriminatwn against West Bengal because . 
of political reasons. Despite the fact that West Bengal has all the 
facilities for industrial expansion, it has been subjected to gros~ 
~iscrimination ". Pointing out that the West Bengal Government's 
mdustnal poltcy statement was a compilatwn of the statements 
made by Jyoti Basu over the last fev. years on the need to rapidly 
m~ustrialis~ West Bengal, Surjeet said some questions had been 
raised wuhm the Party. The Polit Bureau had decided to prepare a 
document to answer these questions as well as explain the role 
played by the Left Front Government in West Bengal and what 
should be done, he said. 

Surjeet also reiterated the Party's position on Kashmir, the 
Utt~rakhand ~~itation, against foreign media entry, against the 
arbitrary deciswns of the Chief Election Commissioner and came 
~lit strongly against the nefarious role of the Congress( I) and TUJS 
m Tnpura where as many as 20 CPI( M) comrades had been killed 
m this month alone. · 
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The Central Committee commwuque is.wed on tlw t.\ \lie is he111g 

reprodu( ed belo-w: 

Ayodhya: Dubious Policy 
The Central Committee noted that the formation of the trust by 

the Shankaracharyas has been actively encouraged by the 
Narasimha Rao Government. The aims of the trust as publicly 
declared by the Shankaracharyas, is to build the sanctum sanctomm 
of the temple at the very spot where the idols are kept at the disputed 
site. Without even waiting for the Supreme Court's decision on the 
maintainability of the reference under Article 143, the Rao 
Government has sought to appropriate the platform of the RSS
VHP-BJP combine. This cymcal manoeuvre can only legitimise 
the communal platform and seriously harm secularism. 

The Central Committee demanded that the Central Government 
stop associatmg with any trust to build the temple at Ayodhya. It 
must transfer all the original cases and the ent1re d1"pute to the 
Supreme Court under Article 138(2) for a full JUd1ci<ll verdict which 
will be binding on all .:;ides. 

Economic Situation 
The Central Committee expres~ed its seriom concern at the 

contmuing mcrease in pnces of essential commodities despite the 
government's claims of controllmg mflation. 

The Central Committee cr1t1c1-.ed the deregulation of bankmg 
rate.;; by the RBI. The nght of the central bank to fix the prime rate 
has been abandoned and this will only help the foreign banks 
operating in India to influence the bankmg and monetary policie~. 
The expectation that lowering of b<lnk rates will step up inve~tment 
in the productive sector is also not warranted as the ~luggishness 
in indmtnal production ~terns mainly from the lack of demand. 
The Central Committee opposed the reduct10n in the intere.;;t rate 
for savmgs deposits which will affect the small deposits of ordmary 
people. 

The Central Committee noted that the overflowmg stoch of 
foodgrains with the Food Corporation of India (FCI) is a direct 
result of the attacks on the public distnbution system (PDS). 
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With the contmuous h1kmg of is~ue· prices and the curt,11lment of 
the PDS, the offtake Of foodgrams has rapidly declined Tim 1~ a 
shocking state of affairs brought about by the new economic pohc1e~ 
when millions are unable to get enough food to eat. 

The Central Committee reviewed the wide participat10n m the 
civil disobedience movement called by the Left pdrt1e!-> which saw 
over 13 lakh volunteers jom the court arre~t programme. It noted 
the good response to the September 29 general ~tnke called by the 
Nationdl Platform of Mass Organi~ation~ and called for widen mg 
and intens1fymg the protest movement against the e~onom1c 
P,Ohcies of the Congress(!) Centrdl Government. 

Strengthen Public Health System 

The Central Committee noted that the public health system 
proved tot<llly inadequate to meet the menace of the plague which 
badly affected Gujarat and Maharashtra and spread to other centres 
Due to the liberallsdtIOn poltcy, there have been drastic cuts m 
pubhc health expenditure both at the Central and State level. The 
Central Committee demanded adequate provision for public health 
programmes for the control of communicable diseases. The 
widespread mc1dents of cerebral malana 111 western Rajasthan 
further underlines the necessity to strengthen the public health 
system and not rely on privatisation of health services.· 

Remove Shankaranand 

The Central Committee reiterated the demand for the removal 
of B. Shankaranand, the Union Health Minister from the cabinet 
m the wake of the CBI s adverse report on his involvement m the 
1Ilegal diversion of funds of the Oil Industry Development Board 
Smee the JPC reports fmdmg, 1t was incumbent on the Prime 
Minister to remove the minister who has to be held accountdble 
for the corrupt practice. 

Assembly Elections 

The Central Committee discussed the forthcomincr assembly 
elect10~1s to be held in Andhra Pradesh and Kamataka. The Central 
Committee gave a call to the people of these two states to reject 
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the Congres~(l) which is responsible for policies adver~e to the 
people's interests and which have a record of misrule dnd corruption 
for the past five years. The Central Committee called upon the 
people to vote for the CPl(M) and CPI candidates and other ~ecu Jar 
opposition parties to defeat the Congress and to thwart the advance 
of the communal forces. 

Kashmir 
The Central Committee welcomed the discussions in the national 

convention held on Ka~hmir recently. A broad opinion has emerged 
that it will be counterproductive to hold elections immediately in 
Jammu and Kashmir as desired by the Central Government without 
a political package which will help to assure the Kashmiri people 
of their identity by providing for max11num autonomy. Any election 
without the peoples cooperation will only provide a handle to 
Pakistan The Central Committee called upon the Rao Government 
to 1mmed1dtely come forward with a p,1ckage of polttical mea~ures 
and negotiate without precond1t1om with di) tho~e force~ prepared 
for autonomy before contemplatmg the hold mg of elect1on'>. 

North-East Region 

The Central Committee expressed concern at the contmuing 
violence dnd separatist movement~ m the north-east. The situation 
in Mantpur, in particular, continue~ to be senous with the 
admini~trat1on unable to check the act1v1ties of various tnbal drmed 
groups which are indulging in fratncidal violence. 

Foreign Media Entry 

The Central Committee demanded of the Rao Government that 
It reiterate the policy, so far implemented, of not allowing foreign 
media to own or run newspaper~ in the country. The propo~al to 
allow foreign media ownership and nght to operdte in the country 
is totally unacceptable. The pnnt media is a sector which is a vital 
part of the democratic system and no foreign citizen can en JOY the 
fundamental rights given in the Constitution to Indian citizens. 
The entry of foreign media will allow interference in the political 
system and distort a key opinion makmg sector of society. 
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Uttarakhand Agitation 
The Central Committee endorsed the stand taken by the Polit 

Bureau regarding the application of reservation for OBCs m the 
eight hill districts of Uttar Pradesh. The State Government should 
not mechanically apply the reservation policy m the hill di<;tricts 
and mmt keep in view the backwardness of the region and the 
special problems of the hill people. 

The Central Committee sharply criticised the repres<;ive policy 
adoptd by the Mulayam Singh Government toward~ the popular 
agitation in the hill districts. The Central Committee is of the 
opinion that a negotiated settlement must be there for prov1dmg 
regional autonomy to the eight hill districts with sufficient powers 
being decentralised to the elected council. This will go a long way 
in meetmg the problems of overcoming the economic backwardness 
and protecting the cultural 1dent1ty of the people of the region. 

Kerala 

The Central Committee noted that the UDF Government is raked 
by inner dissensions and tarnished by a series of corruption scandals. 
The inner-party squabbles in the Congres5(I) have come out m the 
open with the demand of 2 I MLAs for a change of the Chief 
Minister. Senous charges of corruption have been levelled agdmst 
the son of the Chief Minister. The UDF is a house which is 
collapsing under the weight of Its inner contradictions. The Central 
Committee called upon the people of Kerala to rally around the 
CPl(M) and the LDF in the1r struggle to expose the misdeeds of 
the UDF Government and to build a powerful mass movement to 
oust the UDF Government. The Central Committee called upon 
the Kerdla unit of the Party to step up its effords to draw the masses 
belonging to the minonties into the common struggle against the 
UDF Government which has compromised their interests. The 
Central Committee reiterated its stand of not aligning with any 
communal party. 

West Bengal 

. The Central Committee discussed the industrial policy statement 
is~ued by the West Bengal Government. The Central Committee 
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decided that the Polit Bureau should prepare a document expl,unmg 
the role the Left Front Government ~hould play m the economic 
development of West Bengal in the background of the Centres 
economic policies and liberalisation. 

Tripura 
The Central Committee greeted the people of Tripura and the 

Left Front of Tripura for the big victory of the CPI(M) and the 
Left parties m the panchayat elections. The Central Committee 
strongly criticised the Central Government for not cooperating with 
the state admm1strat1on by complying with its request for more 
paramilitary forces to meet the situation created by the armed 
extremist group~. The Central Committee also condemned the wave 
of killmgs of CPI(M) cadres by the armed extremist gangs aided 
by the Congre~~(I) and the TUJS. 

Election Commission 

The Central Committee deplored the ~tand taken by the Chief 
Elect10n Commissioner who ha~ ..,ought to dictate to the political 
partie~ how to conduct their mtern<ll orgam~at1onal affair~ and given 
an ultimatum of four months to comply with the Commis~1on s 
dlfective. Whtie recognismg that undemocratic practice~ prevail 
m certain political parties it 1s for the members and sympath1~ers 
of these pa~ties to rectify them. The JOb of the Election Comm1~sion 
1~ to emure free and fair elect10n~. The Election Symbols Order 
cannot be used for widening the powers of the Elect10n Commission 
in a matter over wh1ch the Commiss10n has no Jurisd1ct1on. 

The Central Committee demanded that the Representation of 
People's Amendment Bill which now being com1dered by the 
Standing Committee of Parliament be taken up in the winter session 
of Parliament for adoption. This Bill provides for certam steps to 
reform the elect10n system. 

Party Congress Preparations 

The Central Committee discussed an outline for preparing the 
draft political resolution for the I 5th Congress of the Party. There 
was broad agreement on the thru~t and direction set out in the 
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outline. The Central Committee will meet in the l<I'>t week of 
December m Calcutta to discus~ and fmahse the actual draft poltt1cal 
resolution before releasing it for mner-party d1scus.,1om.. 

The Central Committee finalised the dates of the l 5th Party 
Congress to be held at Chand1garh a~ April 3-8, 1995 

November 7: Observe Twin Anniversaries 

The Central Committee called upon all Party units to ob<>erve 
November 7, the anniversary of the October Revolution as a day 
to decl,ue Soc1ahsm and also as a day to ob~erve the 30th 
anniversary of the 7th Congress of the CPI(M) (the first Congress 
was held ~tth the formation of CPI(M) in 1964 ). 



CPI(M) on Rao Government's 
Evading Issues on ATR* 

Statement Dated November 12, 1994 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau to Press 

It is extremely disturbing to note that the government, instead of 
coming to settle the disputed issues arising out of the Action 
Taken Report (A TR) submitted to the Parliament, is now trying 
to go back on its words. The understanding reached between the 
government and the opposition parties was to submit a revised 
report to the Parliament, taking into consideration the objections 
raised by the opposition parties. Instead, the government is now 
once again resorting to the dubious tactic of evading the issues. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) warns the government that 
unless the substantive issues are settled to the satisfaction of 
the opposition, differences between the government and the 
opposition cannot be bridged. 

The government must, honouring the principle of account
ability, relieve the two indicted ministers from the ministry. 
Secondly, the government must take stringent actions against 
the foreign banks responsible for the scam. And thirdly, the 
government must take legal action against the officials indicted 
by the Joint Parliamentary Committee. 

*Publtshed m PEOPLE"S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, November20, 1994. 
Refer Documents under Items Nos. 52, 54, and 58 ofth1s Volume. 



On Karnataka Reservation Act* 

Statement Dated November 12, 1994 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The Supreme Court's order staying the operation of the 
Karnataka Act of 1994 on reservation has created a difficult 
situation. The responsibility for such a situation rest~Uf"'Jely 0.1_ 

the shoulders of the Congress(!) Government in·· Karnataka 
Spurred by sheer opportunism, the Congress(!) \J..,vemment in 
Karnataka has been engaged in bringing forwai~ ~- "' 
ill-considered and hasty pieces of legislation, capped by the latest 
act, just on the eve of the current state Assembly elections. 

The question of ensuring safeguards for the sections of people 
who were enjoying certain rights for years together has to be 
dealt with in a realistic and sober manner. It is obvious that this 
can be done only after the elections are over, by the new 
government that will be brought into existence. 

*Published m PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delht, November 20, 1994. 



CPl(M) Demands : 
Pawar Government Must Resign* 

Statement Dated November 24, 1994 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau to Press 

The Polit Bureau expresses deep shock and anguish at the death 
of around 120 ad1vasis, mostly women and children, due to the 
.stamp' -l caused by the police action outside the Maharashtra 
state leg1-;lature at Nagpur. The adivasi demonstration was being 
held to dt(1httnd inclusion in the scheduled tribe category. The 

"IN(µ••J~ refusal of the ministers to come out and meet the 
gathering sparked off the trouble. The gruesome tragedy 
highlights how the adivasi people are treated as less than human 
beings in the country and denied elementary democratic rights. 

The Poht Bureau demands prompt action against those 
police officers responsible for this tragic incident. Political 
responsibility lies with the Sharad Pawar Government and its 
ministers. They should forthwith resign accepting moral 
responsibility. 

*Published m PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delh1, December 4, 1994. 



Homage to Comrade 
Uddaraju Ramam* 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) mourns the passing away of 
Comrade Uddaraju Ramam, veteran Communist leader of Andhra 
Pradesh and a prominent k1san leader. He died on November 27 
in Hyderabad at the age of 85. Uddaraju Ramam came to 
prominence in the freedom struggle and participated in the 
non-cooperation movement in 1930. After making his mark in the 
independence struggle, he joined the Communist Party in 1934. 
Since then, Comrade Uddaraju Ramam served the Communist 
Party with total dedication and played a key role in developing 
the kisan movement in Andhra Pradesh. He was elected to the 
Lok Sabha in 1957. 

After the split in the Party, Comrade Uddaraju Ramam stood 
firmly with the CPI(M) and served as a member of the state 
committee and state secretariat for a long period till ill-health 
forced him to retire. He also served as the all-India President of 
the Kisan Sabha. 

Comrade Uddaraju Ramam was highly respected for his 
selfless services to tht people and his fine qualities as a patriot 
and~ Commu~ist. Th{ Polit Bureau pays homage to the memory 
of this revolutionary leader and conveys its heartfelt condolences 
to his wife, sons and daughters . 

. Published m PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY'' New Delhi, December 4, 1994 



Refer Ayodhya Cases Under 
Article 138(2) of the Constitution 
of India* 

Statement Dated December 6, 1994 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

December 6, this year, is a reminder of the nefarious deed 
committed two years ago at Ayodhya of the demolition of the 
Bahri MasJid. The issues connected with the Ayodhya dispute 
and its solution have to be addressed from the standpoint of the 
secular basis of the state and the Constitution. 

The Supreme Court judgement on the presidential reference on 
Ayodhya has made it clear that the dispute can be resolved by the 
judicial process. The Narasimha Rao Government, which was 
toying with the idea of promotmg a trust for the construction of a 
temple at the disputed site, has to draw proper lessons from the 
Supreme Court's declming to give an opmion as per the 
reference. The only course open to the government is to refer all 
the pendmg cases (now revived by the court decision) for a 
speedy judicial verdict by invokmg Article 138(2) of the 
Constitution. 

*Published m PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, December 11, 1994. 
Refer Documents under Item Nos 66 and 80 of this Volume. 



CPl(M) Congratulates 
Nepal Comrades* 

Statement Dated December 1, 1994 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau on Electoral Success and 
Formation of Government by 
The Communist Party of Nepal (UML) 

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) 
warmly felicitates the Communist Party of Nepal (UML) on the 
formation of the new government in Nepal with Comrade 
Manmohan Adhikari as the Prime Minister. The electoral success 
of the CPN(UML) in emerging as the largest single party in the 
recent elections is a reflection of the growing aspirations of the 
Nepalese people for social progress and strengthening national 
independence. 

The Polit Bureau is confident that the new government of 
Nepal will work towards fulfilling the expectations of the people, 
strengthen the democratic framework and deepen the close 
friendly relations between India and Nepal. 

*Published in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, December 11, 1994. 



CPl(M) on CEC's Arbitrary 
Deadline on Issuance of Voters 
Identity Cards* 

Statement Dated December 1, 1994 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau to Press 

The announcement by the Election Commission extending the 
so-called deadline for the issuance of identity cards to January 15, 
1995 for the six states going to the polls early next year and for 
the other states to 31 st January, does not make either legal or 
practical sense. 

The experience of issuing identity cards in some of the states 
and Union territories shows that much more time and sufficient 
care has to be taken "to see that identity cards are provided to all 
citizens in the voters list. The new "deadline" announced by the 
Election Commission is equally arbitrary considering the fact 
that the final electoral rolls are going to be published only on 
4th January, 1995 m many states. It will be absurd to expect new 
voters enrolled in the electoral rolls to be provided with identity 
cards in the space of 10 days. 

The Chief Election Commissioner should stop being adamant 
and cease to give deadlines" for issuing identity cards. The 
process of providing all citizens with multipurpose identity cards 
must be taken up in a more serious fashion with periodical 
reviews and phased implementation. In this connection, it 
becomes all the more essential that the proposed amendment to 
the Representation of People's Act to provide for prior approval 
of the Central Government for pursuance of identity cards be 
passed in this winter session of parliament. 

*Published m PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY'. New Delhi, December 11, 1994 
Refer Document under Appendix (1v) ofth1s Volume. 



On Defeat of Congress(!) 
in Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh* 

Statement Dated December 14, 1994 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) congratulates the people of 
Andhra Pradesh and Kamataka for inflicting an unprecedented 
defeat on the Congress(!). In both these states, the Congress has 
never before suffered a defeat of such dimension. 

The defeat of the Congress(!) and the election of secular forces 
reflects the overwhelming rejection of the Congress(l)' s 
economic policies which are imposing unprecedented hardships 
on the common people. This also reflects the rejection of the 
politics of opportunism and rampant corruption indulged in by 
the Congress both at the state and central levels. Equally 
important is the people's rejection of the communal forces. The 
BJP which claimed to be the alternative to the Congress(!) has 
suffered erosion, losing nearly seven per cent of the votes it 
polled in the 1991 parliamentary elections in Kamataka and 
virtually drawing a blank in Andhra Pradesh. 

During the last three years, the people have been subjected to 
vicious hardships as a result of the new economic policies 
resulti.ng in pri~e rise, dismantling of the public sector, closure of 
factones, growmg unemployment and increasing burdens on the 
vast mass of the poor peasantry. The compromising attitude taken 
by the .Congress(!) leadership towarJs the communal forces has 
also alienated the vast mass of secular and patriotic citizens and 
the mmont1es. The obnoxious and rampant corrupt behaviour of 
Congress(!) leaders and the misuse of the state administration for 
self-aggrandisement totally ignoring people's welfare has led to 
such a humiliating defeat. 

*Published m PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY' N Delh Dec be 18 1994. , ew 1, em r , 
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The elections have been a referendum rejecting the Prime 
Minister's policies. The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) calls upon 
the Congress(!) to draw proper lessons from the popular verdict 
and reverse the disastrous policies which are, on the one hand, 
mortgaging the country's economic sovereignty and on the other, 
tmposmg hardships on the people. Otherwise, the Congress(!) 
under the stewardship of the Prime Minister has no right to 
continue in office. 



CPI(M) Demands : Sack 
Kalpanath Rai* 

Statement Dated December 17, 1994 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The Gyan Prakash Committee report on the sugar scandal has 
shown conclusively that the people and the country had to pay a 
heavy price for the delay in importing sugar. The deliberate delay 
facilitated huge profits for the sugar barons and importers and 
corruption in high circles. The Food Minister, Kalpanath Rai, is 
the main culpnt; alongwith the blame is to be shared by other 
ministers. 

However, all the evidence and statements of the ministers and 
senior officials reveal thafthe Prime Minister was in the know of 
the impending sugar shortage and the conflicting stands of his 
ministe\'s. He did not intervene in time to get a correct decision 
taken. More damning is the fact that he did not remove the food 
minister even after the findings of the enquiry he ordered. The 
question remains why the Prime Minister behaved in this fashion. 

The food minister has to be removed forthwith but Prime 
Mmister Narasimha Rao cannot be absolved from responsib1hty 
in the matter. 

*Published 10 •PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, December 25, J 994. 



Rao Government Shielding 
The Guilty* 

Statement Dated December 23, 1994 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The removal of the three Union m1msters from the Central 
Government has come about because of the sustained pressure by 
the opposition parties and public opinion. The Prime .Minister 
who had earlier shamelessly exonerated the Food Minister, 
Kalpnath Rai's dubious role in the sugar scandal and refused to 
take action agamst Ministers Shankaranand and Rameshwar 
Thakur indicted in the joint parliamentary report, has now been 
forced to act. 

But this is not sufficient. The Pnme Mmister cannot absolve 
himself from responsibility. The Gyan Prakash report does not 
comprehensively probe the gmlty involved in 'the sugar. deal. 
There has to be full probe conducted by a Joint Parliamentary 
Committee. As for the Action Taken Report on the securities 
scandal, the government has brazenly violated the commitment 
given in parliament by presenting some rehashed sections of the 
old Action Taken Report. This is totally unacceptable. The 
government is still trying to shield the guilty and cover up the 
worst corruption scandal since independence. The Rao 
Government must be forced to fix responsibility and to 
implement the recommendations of the JPC and take action 
against all guilty persons identified in the report. It has to be 
forced to come up with a revised version of the ATR. 

The Congress(!) Government under the Prime Mmister has 
become notorious for shielding corruption in high circles. The 
struggle to make the government accountable for the misdeeds of 
people holding public offices and other responsible positions, 
must be carried forward vigorously. 

*Pubhshed m PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, January I, 1995. , 



CPl(M) Central Committee's 
Homage to Giani Zail Singh* 

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India 
(Marxist) condoles the death of former President, Giani Zail 
Singh, on December 25 morning. As is well-known, Gianiji's 
death came about a four-week-long treatment at PGI Chandigarh 
following a road accident in Ropar. 

Born in village Sandhwan in Faridkot district on May 5, 1916, 
into a family of artisans turned agriculturists, Gianiji plunged into 
the state people's movement at a very early age and organised the 
people against the Maharaja of Faridkot where he set up a branch 
of the Indian National Congress and, for this suffered five years 
of solitary confinement in the autocrat's prison. Later, he 
launched the national flag movement in the princely state in 
1946. He first became a minister in the erstwhile PEPSU 
province and eventually the Chief Minister of Punjab in 1972. In 
1980, he became the Minister for Home Affairs in the Union 
Cabinet and on July 22, 1982 the President of India. 

Coming from an ordinary family, Gianiji rose to the highest 
office of the land. He carried with him the noble traditions of our 
struggle for independence . 

. Th.e ~PI(~) Central Committee conveys its ~ondolences to 
Giant Zall Smgh' s bereaved family members. 

*Published in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, January I, 1995. 



Rank Opportunism of Congress(!) 
in Manipur* 

Protest Statement Dated December 23, 1994 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The installation of a Congress(!) ministry headed by Mr. Risheng 
Keishing in Manipur and the subsequent developments are 
shocking. The present strength of the Manipur Assembly is 57 
and the new Chief Minister needs the support of 29 MLAs to win 
a vote of confidence. Yesterday, the Speaker of the assembly, 
defying the Guwahati High Court order, disqualified 23 MLAs 
and the Governor submitted his resignation over the differences 
between the . Governor and the Central Government over the 
question of postponement of the tnal of strength on the floor of 
the assembly. Today, the Speaker and 11 MLAs assembled and 
passed a no-confidence motion agamst the Keishing ministry. 

The rank opportunism of the Congress(!) and the Central 
Government are solely responsible for these unsavory happenings 
in Mampur and the rot in the democratic system. 

The Polit Bureau demands immediate dissolution of the 
Manipur Assembly and for holding fresh elections. 

*Pubhshed m PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delht, January I, 1995. 



CPI(M)'s Greetings to Cuba* 

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India 
(Marxist) extends its warm revolutionary greetings to the 
Socialist Republic of Cuba and the people of Cuba on the 36th 
anniversary of the triumphant Cuban revolution. 

This year too the people of Cuba will mark their anniversary 1~ 
the background of the heinous U.S. imperialists blockade of theu 
country. For 32 years, the people of Cuba have withstood the 
heavy hardships imposed on them by this unprecedented and 
totally uncalled for blockade, aimed at stifling the Cuban 
revolution and undermining the successful process of the socialist 
construction of the country. The last five years, in particular, have 
been extremely difficult, facing Cuba with an unforeseen 
challenge, when the disintegration of the erstwhile Soviet Union 
and the East European socialist countries, cut off Cuba from its 
vital supply of oil and foodstuffs and market for its products, 
particularly sugar. 

The U.S. imperialism, with typical cynicism and callousness, 
has sought, and is still seeking to utilise these circumstances to 
paralyse the economy and bring socialist Cuba to its knees. But 
with an ignorance bred by arrogance, it have failed to understand 
that all ~ts manoeuvres and flaunting of economic might, far from 
w~~enmg, has only resulted in strengthening the resolve and 
ab1hty of the Cuban people to throw back this challenge in their 
~ace. The revolution has given a new definition to man and 
ms~alle~ in him a sense of pride and patriotism. It is this pride 
which is the bedrock of the support to the socialist regime. 

*Pubhshed tn PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, January I, 1995 
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With inspired innovation and a readiness to sacrifice, the Cuban 
people, men, women, youth and the aged, have adapted 
themselves to the situation and still managed to engineer amazing 
results-e.g., in medical research where in some fields they lead 
the world. 

But, year by year, American imperialism is finding itself more 
and more isolated. This was epitomised in the U.N. last 
November when the General Assembly in effect administered a 
slop in the face to U.S., when in the vote on the resolution calling 
on the U.S. to lift the economic embargo against Cuba, the U.S. 
found only client state Israel, standing by its side, even its G-7 
friends were not to be seen. No less than 104 nations voted 
against, while 48 abstained, clearly indicating where they stood 
on this matter. Compared to the vote on the same resolution 
placed in 1993, the sentiment for lifting the embargo has seen a 
great enhancement. 

In fact, many of the advanced but recession-hit capitalist 
countries are already defying the U.S. and trading with Cuba. 
Today Cuba has established economic and business links in 98 
countries. Only a few months back, a group of 70 Americans 
deliberately violated U.S. regulations to visit Cuba as a 
demonstration of their opposition to the Administration's policy 
vis-a-vis Cuba. 

Then, in September of 1994, the U.S. was again cornered when 
its past policy of encouraging illegal immigration bounded on 
itself. After 30 years of encouraging Cubans to leave the country 
illegally, the U.S. government was forced into a commitment of 
granting 168,000 visas for legal immigration per year. In fact, it 
granted only 11,000 or roughly 6 per cent of the committed total, 
over the entire decade; but granted 12,375 visas to illegal 
immigrants in the last four years. 

Forced by the Cuban ultimatum that it would no longer prevent 
illegal immigration, and overwhelmed by the rash of Cubans 
trying to reach American shores in July and August, the U.S. 
finally signed an agreement to accede at least 20,000 legal 
immigrants every year. 

Apart from the climbdown by the U.S., this agreement also 
nmvP.o not onlv Cuba's willinimess to ne!!otiate on a basis of 



182 Documents of The Communist Movement in India 

equality and mutual respect but also that Cuba is not in crisis, and 
certainly not on the verge of collapse, for no one negotiates, let 
alone reaches an agreement with a government on the verge of 
collapse. And secondly, the number of immigrants, leaving 
because of the extremely difficult economic conditions, is 
minuscule; there are ten million Cubans who have remained in 
Cuba, supporting the revolution under very hard material 
conditions. 

And the latest demonstration of Cuba's growing prestige and 
the international solidarity it enjoys was the presence of the 2,200 
delegates hailing from 105 countries at the International 
Conference of Solidarity with Cuba, in Havana, November 21 to 
26, 1994. 

While Cuba's struggle today to safeguard socialism is as 
important as the struggle which triumphed to wrest its 
independence and establish the basis for a socialist system, Cuba 
under the leadership of the Communist Party of Cuba and Fidel 
Castro has emerged as a tremendous source of inspiration and 
enthusiasm for people in struggle everywhere. 

The Cuban people today are not fighting only for Cuba but for 
the people everywhere. The CPl(M) joins the people the world 
over in expressing its solidarity, politically, morally and in 
material terms with the Cuban people in this critical period. The 
Indian people expressed this solidarity by making an 
unprecedented contribution to the Cuban struggle in 1993. The 
CPI\M) assures the Cuban people, at this moment, of its 
contmued resolve to strengthen such solidarity. 

The . ba~tle in tiny Cuba today is the symbol of t~e 
dete~mation and efforts not only of the people of the sociahst 
countnes but also of the people of the Third World who aspire to 
a l~fe. ~f liberty and dignity in a non-exploitative social order. 
This 1~ a stru~gle confined not just to Cuba alone but has taken 
on an mternat10nal character. 

The. Central Con_imittee of the Communist Party of India 
(Marxist) expresses its solidarity with the heroic people of Cuba, 
salutes !he inspiring struggle that they are carrying on and 
extends its warmest l · 

revo utionary greetings on this occasion. 



Central Committee Communique* 

Released to Press Following its Meeting Held in 
Calcutta on December 27-29, 1994 

The Congress( I) is gettmg rapully isolated from the people, and 
the verdict of electwns held recently m two states clearly sholi<s 
how the lndtan masses are looking for a secular alternative to the 
Congress( I) 14hile also d1sdamfully rejecting the BJP and its brand 
of communal politics. This was how Harkishan Singh SurJeet, 
CPI( M) General Secretary, spelt out the policies and perspectives 
that had emanated from the meetmg of the Central Committee of 
the CPl(M) that was held over Deamher 27-29, 1994 in Calcutta. 
Surjeet was addre\·s111g the Pre.Hat the Mu::affar Ahmad Bhavan 
»here the state <.-ommlftee offrces of the Party in We\·t Bengal 1s 
located. 

Relea.w1g to the Press the Commwuque that ttas drawn up on 
the occwwn, Surjeet said that the Draft Political Resolutwn to 
he for placmg in the I 5th Congress of the Party, to be held in 
Chand1garh 111 Aprtl, had been finalised and that the draft would 
be released within a few days for discussion in Party units at all 
levels. 

Elaborating on the points raised in the Commwuque, on the 
immense political sigmficance of the de bade that the Congress( I) 
had to suffer in the elections held lfl Andhra Pradesh and 
Karnataka, whtlst extending felicitations to the people of the two 
states, Surjeet underlined the three crucial factors that had made 
the people re1ect the Congress(/). These, said the veteran leader 
of the Communist movement in lndw, 14ere: the downnght re;ection 
by the people of the disastrous new economic policy of the Rao 
regime; the constant compromises being struck by the ruling 

*Pubh~hed m PEOPLES DEMOCRACY , New Delhi, January 8, 1995 
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Congres~( I) i,i, ith communal elements i,i, ith 1111pwuty and H tth .1w11t 

regard for the umty and integrity of the country; and the marnve 
amount of corruptwn that had stood expo.\ed tn a thoroughgomg 
manner, especially in the past Jett- years. 

Surjeet noted that the i,i,ay the rulmg Congress( I) at the Centre 
was shteldmg corruption had become evtdent nght from the days 
when tt had desperately sought to organise 'cmer up actwm to 
try and bury the issues thrown up in the report of the Jomt 
Parliamentary Committee 11htch probed the 'scam' swndal 
Descnbing the so-called 'actton-taken report' of the Congress raJ 
as a "lot of fake", Surjeet pointedly highltghted the role of the Left 
and democrattc forces in the parliament in raislllf? a "storm of 
protest" over the ATR, and how in a shameles~ demomtratwn of 
culpable gutlt-complex, the Rao Government tt-mdd not mdtct the 
nwzisters named in the JPC report as having been responsible for 
the "scam" in the financial sector. 

Much ma similar vem, continued the CPI( M) leader, had the 
Congress(/) Centre chosen to alienate the masses by "doggedly 
defending the corruption indulged in by certain mu;1sters in the 
sugar deal". Such, said Su1jeet, Mis the state of affairs wtthm the 
corruption rulden Congress( I) that even after an enquiry done on 
the sugar deal had 'named' the food mimster, Kalpanath Rai, as 
having been squarely responsible for the shady affair, Rao ttould 
not dare sack Rai. It was only mounting pressure and fear of 
polttical survival that had forced the Central Government to get 
to accept the resignation of three mmisters including Rat. Surjeet 
called upon the Rao regime to organise a full-fledged probe into 
the sugar deal by a Joint Parliamentary Committee to ensure that 
the guilty did not go unpunished in any ~ircumstances. The Central 
C~mmlttee, 1zo~ed Sur1eet, also opined strongly in favour of a 
vigorous pursuit of the Bofors affa1r that had been allowed to lapse 
at the behest of the Congress(/). 

The r~1pidly-~tte11uating image and authority of Prime Mm1ster 
Rao •. satd Harktshan Smgh Sur1eet, had been further dented due 
to IHS fatlure to organise electoral reform through amendment of 
the People's R · fi epresentat1011 Act despue the existence of aspect IC 

set of recommendations in this regard 011 behalf of standwg 
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committee of the parliament. "The patent aim", said Su1jeet, "was 
to allow the arbitrary deadline set by the Chief Election 
Commissioner.for the issuance of voters' identity cards to try and 
bring about a constitutional deadlock in states such as Bihw:" 
This was a dangerous ploy for it went a long way in seeking to 
deprive the people of the right to exercise their franchise. The 
Central Committee, said Surjeet, also assailed the Central 
Government for its machinations in Manipur and in Tripura. The 
goings-on of the Congress( I) in the former state, said Siujeet, 
reminded one of a similar set (~f' di the rings in Kashmir and he 
warned the Centre of the portents <~f' danger that were involved. 
Su rjeet also noted the stringent criticism of the Central Committee 
of the way the /SRO espionage case was being handled by the Rao 
Government, leaving a great deal to be desired. 

Surjeet explained how the Central Committee had approved the 
draft prepared by the Polit Bureau on the role of the left Front 
Government in the context of the new economic policies of the 
Centre. He said that the document, dealing with the policy of the 
Left Front Government to forge the industrialisation of the state 
in the background of the overall economic development of West 
Bengal, would be released very shortly. 

Concluding, Surjeet mentioned how the Central Committee had 
reviewed the ongoing preparations for the Party Congress where 
30 foreif?n delegations from five continents would he invited. 

Replying to a wide array of questions from the members of the 
Press, Harkishan Singh Surjeet noted that efforts were being 
stepped up to ensure that the Congress( I) and the BJP were defeated 
in the upcoming elections at the hands of the secular and 
democratic forces, with the "CPI( M) and the Left providing full 
support to the latter in areas and ref?ions where we on our own 
would not be ahle to bring about and ensure electoral reverses of 
the Congress(/) and the BJP". Rejecting out of hand a suggestion 
from a member of the Press that the CPl(M) was "perhaps itself 
interested in bringing about a split in the Congress( I)", Surjeet 
said, "We are more interested in ensuring a defeat of the 
Congress( I) in the ensuing elections which would be a certainty if 
the Congress( I) refused to change its basic economic policies and 
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its attitude of compromise vis-a-vis the forces of communalism". 
Answering a question on the Arjun Singh affair, Surjeet said "there 
were some in the Congress( I) who were blind to the rapidly 
changing pattern of the mass mood in their eagerness to adhere to 
the corridors of power whilst a few others were a little more 
sensible-however; we are sure that the Congress( I) is quite capable 
of splitting itself up without any assistance from extraneous 
sources". Surjeet also ruled out any possibility r~f alliance with 
the Naxalites so long as they continued to stick to a stand where 
"they were more opposed to the CPI(M) than they were to the 
Congress(/)". Responding to another query, Surjeet said the 
Central Committee was very much aware of the corruption that 
existed in such public sector institutions as the Steel Authority of 
India (SAIL) and that the political draft that had been adopted did 
contain a sharp critique of the role of the Central Government in 
this regard. 

The text of the Communique issued on the occasion is being 
reproduced below: 

Draft Political Resolution for lSth Congress 

The Central Committee finalised the Draft Political Resolution 
to be placed before the I 5th Congress of the Party to be held in 
Chandigarh in April. The full text of the draft resolution will be 
released soon for discussion by the Party units at all levels. 

Verdict Against Congress(!) Policies 

The Central Committee greeted the people of Andhra Pradesh 
~nd Karnataka who inflicted a decisive defeat on the Congress(I) 
m the assembly elections. The significance of the election results 
should be properly understood. Never before has the Congress 
su~fer~d such a bad defeat in these two states. It represents a clear 
rejection of the economic policies of the Narasimha Rao 
Gov~rnment and its compromising attitude to communalism. The 
election resu~ts .hav~ shown that the people will not tolerate any 
attack on their hvehhood in the name of l'b 1· . 

Th 1 h 1 era 1sat1on. 
f e resu ts s ow that the Congress(!) is getting rapidly isolated 
rom the people. This has deepened the crisis within the ruling 
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party at the Centre. The resignation of Arjun Singh from the cahinet 
is a reflection of the policy issues which confront the Congress (I) 
leadership, howsoever it may seek to avoid them. The panic 
reaction in condemning the resignation shows that the real policy 
issues cannot be wished away. 

The verdict in the two states also shows that the people are 
looking for a secular alternative to the Congress(!) and do not 
want the BJP with its communalised politics. 

The next round of assembly elections in five states in February 
will be another crucial test. Without reversing the basic economic 
policies and its compromising attitude to communalism, the 
Congress(!) will face a further rebuff. The Central Committee of 
the CPl(M) discussed the forthcoming assembly elections and 
decided to work for the defeat of the Congress(!) and the BJP and 
for the victory of the secular opposition and the Left forces. 

Shielding Corruption 

Another factor for the rejection of the Congress(I) and the 
alienation of the people is the shameless manner in which the Prime 
Minister and the Congress(I) government are dealing with the 
shocking cases of high level corruption. In the just concluded winter 
session of par! iament, the N arasimha Rao Government has sullied 
its image further by doggedly defending the corruption indulged 
in by certain ministers in the security scandal and the sugar deals. 
Even after the enquiry ordered by the Prime Minister indicted 
Kalpanath Rai, the Prime Minister chose to exonerate him in 
parliament. The government refuses to act on the recommendations 
of the JPC and presented a farcical Action Taken Report. Despite 
the resignation of the three ministers, forced on the Prime Minister, 
uncovering the full nexus of corruption remains. A full enquiry by 
a Joint Parliamentary Committee has to be ordered on the sugar 
scandal and there can be no relaxation on the action to be taken to 
punish those guilty for the security scandal. The Central Committee 
also demanded that the enquiry into the Bofors kickbacks be 
pursued vigorously and no cover-up be allowed. The recent session 
of parliament has only added to the diminishing of the image and 
authority of the Prime Minister who had already lost the referendum 
on his policies in the Andhra and Kamataka elections. 
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Election Reforms and Identity Cards 
The Central Committee condemned the failure of the Rao 

Government to bring forth legislation to amend the People's 
Representation Act for urgently needed election reforms. These 
proposals have been unanimously approved by a standing 
committee of parliament and it also includes the provision of 
issuance of identity cards by the Election Commission with the 
approval of the Central Government. The Congress(I) has 
deliberately refused to bring such a legislation hoping that the 
CEC's arbitrary deadline for the issuance of identity cards by 
January 15 will create a constitutional deadlock in states like Bihar. 
The Central Committee warned the Central Government not to 
play such a dangerous game and take steps forthwith to see that 
the elections are held on schedule and the people are not deprived 
of their basic right to vote in the polls due in the states. 

Manipur 

The Central Committee criticised the efforts of the Central 
Government to impose a Congress(!) government in Manipur and 
demanded the imme.diate dissolution of the assembly and holding 
of fresh elections. 

Tripura 

The Central Committee strongly condemned the Congress(!) 
demand in Tripura of calling upon the Centre to intervene and 
declare the state as a disturbed area. It is the Concrress(I) in the 
~tat.e which is encouraging the extremist forces :nd provoking 
m~tdents to disturb the peaceful atmosphere. Such tactics will not 
gam any support from the people who endorse the Left Front 
G?vemment's st~nd of preserving the unity of the tribal and non
tnbal people while combating the extremist activity. 

ISRO Spy Case 

. ~he Central Co~mittee took serious note of the espionage 
incident at ~he Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) in 
~erala_. The mvolvement of scientists and other top level personnel 
mcludmg a senio 1· ff. f r po ice o tcer of the state in the leakage 0 
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sensitive technological mformat1on hds senous ram1f1cat1on-. The 
report that the Chief Minister of Kerala is shielding the ~emor 
pohce officer m the concerned case 1s d1sturbmg. The Centr.il 
Committee demanded prompt and impartial action to be taken to 
en<>ure that all tho~e guilty are brought to book and punished. 

Left Front Government's Industrial Policy 
The Central Committee discus~ed a document prepared by the 

Polit Bureau on the role of the Left Front Government of West 
Bengal m the context of the new economic policies of the Centre. 
It endorsed the Polit Bureau document which explains the policy 
the Left Front Government wi 11 have to pursue for the 
mdustriahsation of the state and for overall economic development 
m the present situation. The finah~ed document will be released 
shortly. 

Party Congress Preparations 

The Central Committee reviewed the preparation<> for the 
15th Party Congress and decided to invite 30 foreign delegations 
from all the five continents to attend the Congre~s to be held in 
Chdnd1garh from Apnl 3 to 8, 1995 



On the Role of West Bengal 
Left Front Government in the Context 
of New Economic Policies* 

Statement Adopted by The Central Committee of 
The CPI(l\1) Held in Calcutta on December 27-29, 1994 

Recently there has been a lot of comment on the industrial policy 
measures announced by the Left Front Government of West Bengal. 
An industrial policy statement was placed in the state assembly in 
the end of September 1994. Prior to this, there was a big campaign 
in the bourgeois Pr~s that the CPl(M) is adopting double standards 
in opposing the liberalisation policies of the Narasimha Rao 
Government at the Centre while accepting them and inviting 
multinationals and big business houses to invest in West Bengal. 
From the other end, an attack was launched that the Marxists have 
abandoned their opposition to multinational corporations and 
foreign capital and is now fully accepting the IMF/World Bank 
dictated path for India just as the Congress(!) government. Even 
the Finance Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh, is deceitfu1ly using 
West Bengal as an example to show that the liberalisation policy 
is accepted by all shades of political opinion in the country. 

All this motivated campaign has reached a climax with the 
industrial policy statement announced by the West Bengal 
Government. This has caused widespread confusion and misgivings 
in the Party and Left circles. When we are in the midst of the 
ongoing struggle at the all-India level against the economic policies 
of the Rao Government, the propaganda that· the Left Front 
Government is also adopting similar policies is sought to be used 
to c~nfuse and disorient the working class and other fighting 
contmgents. 

It is essential to ~irm\y counter this propaganda of the ruling 
classes and to explain to our Party ranks and the Left circles how 

*Published in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY" New D lh' J 8 (9<•S . e 1, anuary , , - . 
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the CPl(M) is conducting the struggle to reverse the economic 
policies of the Congress(!) Central Government and the role played 
by the strongest contingent of the working class and democratic 
movement, the West Bengal Left Front; it is also necessary to 
educate our ranks on our understanding of the role being played 
by the Left Front Government in West Bengal as per our Party 
Programme and current tactical line. 

Programmatic Understanding 
The Party Programme sets the goal of people's democracy to 

replace the existing bourgeois-landlord rule. To proceed towards 
this aim it is necessary to build up a powerful movement of the 
working class, the peasantry and allies at the all-India level through 
the mass struggles and build a powerful Left and democratic 
alternative. In the process of this struggle to build the Left and 
democrartic front at the all-India level, it is possible that the Party, 
the Left forces and its allies will become strong enough to acquire 
a legislative majority in any of the states. The Party Programme 
sanctions the participation of the Party in such governments while 
keeping in mind that the states of .the Indian Union have very 
limited powers and it is the Centre which controls state power and 
all its instruments. 

Para 112 of the Party Programme has set out the tactical line 
regarding the Party's participation in state governments and the 
role envisaged for such governments. By participating in such 
governments we should utilise the limited powers accorded to these 
governments in the Constitution to carry out measures to give 
immediate relief to the people. Even modest steps in this regard 
would help strengthen the mass struggles and the building of the 
revolutionary movement. .At the same time, the programme warns 
that such governments cannot alter the basic structure of the socio
econ-0mic system or solve the problems emanating from the 
bourgeois-landlord class rule. 

It is in line with this important tactical direction given in the 
Party Programme that the CPl(M) formed government in 
West Bengal, Kerala and Tripura from time to time after its 
formation in 1964. During the formation of the first United Front 
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Governments m 1967 the Central Committee adopted a document 
entitled "New Situation and Tasks 111 which the per~pect1ve and 
tasks for such governments are further elaborated. The 1967 

document stated : 
"Our Ministries, without either entertamuzg undue Llluc\LO/lJ 

about giving rellef in a big way, or courting despair that nothmg 
can be done under the present set-up, should al-ways bear in mind 
that they, as the Party's representative, should stnve to tender our 
bona ftdes to the people. Any failure on this score compromises 
the Party's poluical /me in the eyes of the people; and adversely 
affects the mdependent mobilisatwn of the people." 

Our experience of running the United Front Governments m 
the 1967-70 penod m West Bengal and Kerala, the 10-year rule of 
the Left Front in Tnpura from 1977 to 1987 and the I 7-year 
continuous stint of the Left Front Government of West BengJl has 
confirmed the validity of the programmatic understanding of our 
participation m the state governments to use them as instruments 
to 'give minimum relief to the people and thus strengthen the mass 
movement". In all the three states, participation m the state 
governments led by our Party has enabled the Party to expand its 
mass base and withstand the onslaughts of the class enemies. 

So, to sum up, it is clear that, the programme and the tactical 
lme which flows from it envisages that such governments when 
formed can (1) utilise its limited powers to provide minimum relief 
and safeguard democratic nghts of the working people, 
(2) skillfully utilise the state machinery to neutralise or restrain 
the oppressive character of the state against the developing 
st~g~les of the vanous sections of the toiling people; (3) provide 
a filhp to the mass movements and strengthen the Party's mass 
base and thereby help the all-India struggle against the bourgeois
landlord order. 

On the other hand, our programmatic understanding on CPl(M)
led Governments does not envisage: (a) a government which can 
implement b l" · · h asic po 1C1es which are outside the framework oft e 
present Constitution and the bourgeo1s-landlord order; (b) a 
government which can implement in totality the Left and 
democratic alternat· · 1 ive programme m one or two states a one 
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because the governments are led by us; (c) that such governments 
can by themselves alter the correlation of forces in the country as 
a whole though they can help the all-India struggle of the Left and 
democratic forces by the policies they implement. 

If the role of the Left-led Government is seen on this basis, then 
much of the confusion on the role it can play in West Bengal and 
what it can do and cannot do will be dispelled. A deeper 
understanding of the role and the constraints under which the state 
governments function must be acquired by our Party cadres. 

Experience of Left Front Government's Functioning 
The long years of experience of running such governments have 

confirmed both aspects pointed out in the programme. (1) Effective 
use of the state administration despite its limited powers has helped 
the CPl(M) to expand its mass base and rally wider masses around 
the Left and democratic platform. Under the present Indian 
Constitution the limited powers given under the states' list have 
been used more effectively by the Left-led governments. These 
pertain to the areas like land reforms, primary and school education, 
panchayat system, and partial use of the police and labour 
machinery. (2) Those areas where substantial powers exist only 
with the Centre, and these are the key levers of state powers, like 
bureaucracy, financial resources, judiciary, economic policy 
making etc., the state governments function under severe 
constraints and the struggle for alternate policies has to be 
conducted in West Bengal as part of the all-India movement. The 
central framework of policies cannot be altered or transcended in 
West Bengal alone. 

The 17 years' experience of the Left Front Government in 
West Bengal reveals both these aspects stated above. The Left Front 
Government has to its credit significant achievements in the area 
of implementation of land reforms, functioning of the three-tier 
panchayat raj system and decentralisation of powers up to the gram 
panchayat level; expansion of primary and school education and 
setting up of small-scale industries. In no other state has 
implementation of land reforms and panchayati raj been seriously 
pursued as in West Bengal. This has become a model for the rest 
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of India. In the sphere of agnculture where the state government 
has some purview, the Left Front Government has, through the 
package of above measures, been able to make remarkable strides 
in increase of agricultural production and productivity. 

In contrast, in the areas where the Central Government has the 
'relevant powers under the Constitution, the state government 1s 
unable to implement alternative policies except to propagate them 
and mobilise the people. A large area of the economy falls under 
this category. The entire financial resources are monopolised by 
the Centre including the control of the key financial institutions 
The entire fiscal structure is heavily weighted in favour of the 
Centre Industrial policy is in the Union list and all laws regarding 
industrial development fall under the purview of the Central 
Government. This concentration of powers at the Centre, political, 
legislative, administrative and fiscal has militated against the 
interests of all state governments particularly of non-Congress 
governments as the Centre has been ruled by the Congress smce 
independence except for two small periods. 

Given the bourgeois-landlord character of the successive Central 
Governments and the nature of the Constitution and the state 
structure determined by this class character, the edge of the Central 
bias has been more against the Left-led Governments even amongst 
the non-Congress(!) Governments. The CPI(M)-led Governments 
have been targets for special discrimination and onslaughts by the 
Centre as they have firmly stood for strengthening the working 
class movement and for a federal structure. 

~~th the assurance of democratic rights and communal amity, a 
political atmosphere has been created which has been conducive 
for the ste,ady expansion of the mass base of the Party and the Left 
forces. The accretion in the strength of the Party and the Left i? 
West Bengal due to the policies and activities of the Left Front 
Government have made an important contribution to the all-India 
Left and democratic movement. 
T~e CPI(M) has not been the victim of the bourgeois 

parliamentary illusion that winning a majority or forming a 
government at the state level will mean acquiring real power to be 
able to bring about any fundamental socio-economic 
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transformation. In all election platforms and manifestoes of the 
CPI(M) and Left- led alliance, the goal of the government has 
been spelt out as pro-viding minimum relief to the people utilising 
the limited resources of the state governments, adopting pro-people 
policies and making sure that the police and the bureaucracy are 
not wielded against the struggles of the working people, 
enlargement of democratic rights, and carrying on the struggle for 
alternative economic policies which are directed against the Centre. 
Within the framework of the limited powers devolving to the states, 
concrete slogans and commitments have been made to implement 
them within the framework of the Constitution. It is by the 
relentless S!ruggles and mass mobilisation over decades that the 
Left-led Governments have been able to survive and rebuff the 
anti-democratic onslaughts from the Centre. The impact of the 
alternative policies which can be implemented by the Left-led 
Governments and the strength and support it provides for the all
India Left and democratic movement played a significant role in 
rallying some of the opposition bourgeois-landlord sections which 
were fighting the Congress(!) to adopt more democratic positions 
and come out in defence of federalism. It is these splits and conflicts 
within the bourgeois-landlord classes themselves which have also 
contributed to the existence of the Left Front Government in 
West Bengal over such a long period. 

The existence of the Left Front Government over a long period 
in a stable manner after winning successive elections also posed 
the question of how this government must address the issue of 
economic and industrial development. While projecting 
alternative policies and mobilising the people for the same, the 
Left Front Government is also responsible to the people to provide 
them with the minimum needs with regard to their livelihood 
and standards of living. It has to deliver results as compared to 
other state governments working within the capitalist system. It 
cannot ignore the questions of development. But when we pursue 
policies for development/industrialisation, the priorities set out 
by a Left-led Government for serving the interests of the working 
p~ople and the poorest sections must be evident in our 
implementation, whatever be the constraints. That shows the 
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difference between governments run by us and other bourgeois 
party governments. 

History of Discrimination 

In the pre-independence period, West Bengal and in particular, 
Calcutta and its hinterland was the most industrially developed 
region in the country. After independence, industrial I icensing and 
planning by the Centre was meant to ensure balanced development 
and end the neglect of the backward regions. However, the powers 
concentrated in the Centre were utilised to discriminate against 
West Bengal. Low ce~tral investment, discouragement of potential 
investors, problems created by freight equalisation and low credit
deposit ratios of the nationalised banks all contributed to lack of 
development. The central industrial licensing policy was meant 
for balanced development and to check monopolies but the 
Congress(!) governments used it for political discrimination against 
Left-led states and also for helping monopolies to grow. The eastern 
region and in particular, West Bengal suffered from political and 
policy discrimination both in the political and economic spheres. 

Twelfth Congress Discussion 

In 1985 at the l 2th Party Congress, there was a discussion on 
whether the CPI(M)-led Government in West Bengal is justified 
in entering into a joint sector agreement with an Indian big business 
house for the Haldia Petrochemical Project. This question had come 
up in the West Bengal State Conference and it was debated there 
and finally clinched at the Congress. It was pointed out that the 
Central Congress(I) Government is conducting an all-round fight 
against the Left Front Government. The Left Front Government, 
by i.ts existence and policies, is an expression of this class struggle 
agamst the bourgeois-landlord state. The tactic of the big bourgeois
led Centra~ Government is to ensure that West Bengal is starved 
?f economic d~v~lopment by imposing a sort of embargo on capital 
mvestrnent. W1t~m the existing capitalist system and the parameters 
set out b~ the b~g bourgeois-led government, it is not possible to 
develop mdustnes dlltonomously in West Bengal with the limited 
resources of the State Government. Nor is it possible to change 
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the nature of the capitalist path of development in one state alone 
when all the powers vest with the Centre. The West Bengal 
Government cannot by itself break from this bourgeois-landlord 
system. It is, therefore, essential in order to carry forward the Left 
Front programme and mobilise wider sections of the people to the 
Left and democratic 111ovement to counter the blockade and 
discrimination by the Centre. It is, therefore, necessary that 
West Bengal also industrially develops within the capitalist system 
in order to create some jobs and alleviate the growing 
unemployment. The Congress(!) policy of trying to convert 
West Bengal into an industrial desert must be countered. While 
entering into such agreements for new projects with big business 
houses the CPI(M) would continue to fight to develop the class 
struggle against the big bourgeois and foreign big capital. The 
strategic goal of people's democratic revolution of fighting the 
main enemies of big monopoly, imperialism, and land-lord ism will 
be steadfastly maintained and this is the struggle which has to be 
carried out at the all-India plane. 

This was the understanding formulated by the I 2th Pary 
Congress which saw the Left Front Government's role in its totality 
as part of the struggle to build a Left and democratic front around 
an alternative programme. 

Capitalist Path: Qualitative Change 

This was nearly a decade ago when the Centre's policies were 
still within that framework of the capitalist path of development 
which sought to utilise the state, to develop the public sector and 
aid from the Soviet Union to develop the big bourgeois-led 
capitalist path while at the same time collaborating with foreign 
capital. This policy framework has now undergone a major change. 
The economic policies undertaken by the Narasimha Rao 
Government from 1991 mark a qualitative shift in emphasis from 
the old Nehruvian path of development of capitalism. No doubt 
the shift began in the mid-eighties but it is from 1991 that the 
!MF/World Bank dictated path has been adopted. The international 
situation saw a dramatic transformation with the setbacks to 
socialism and the disintegration of the Soviet Union. It facilitated 
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the global offensive of imperialism and the relentless drive of 
international capital to further penetrate and exploit the Third World 
countries. The IMP-World Bank dictated path is just an expression 
of this global offensive of imperialism with the distinctive features 
of globalisation of finance capital and· the rapid spread of 
multinational corporations. · 

India is bearing the full brunt of these changes as it is a relatively 
more developed economy within the Third World with a huge 
market. There is relentless pressure to integrate the Indian economy 
fully with the global world capitalist system. Such an integration 
on the terms set out by imperialism and due to the internal 
compulsions of the big bourgeoisie has led to the now liberalised 
policies whose prominent features are: (1) the deregulation of the 
economy and the delicensing of industries by the Centre; (2) the 
curtailing of the public sector, its outright dismantling in certain 
areas and privatisation; (3) the opening up of India's economy to 
foreign capital with special facilities for them; (4) the opening of 
the financial sector to foreign capital; (5) the reduction in state 
intervention in the development of industries and the economy 
including the sphere of infrastructure and social expenditure. 

With these new policies there has been a further pronounced 
shift in the balance of forces against the state governments. The 
state governments are today further handicapped with the cut in 
the central funding in the spheres of public sector, infrastructure 
development and social welfare. The state governments are being 
coerced to adopt the path of dismantling state public undertakings, 
g? for P.rivatisation and allow the free entry of foreign capital and 
big business at concessional terms. There is tremendous pressure 
to open up the infrastructure development to the private sector by 
the Centre. All these policies are being implemented at various 
degrees of speed in the last three years 

Th . 
e West Bengal Government was the first state government to 

put o~t an alternative economic policy package when the 
Naras1mha Rao Government came to power in June 1991. The 
state government submitted its alternative economic policy 
document to the Centre in July 199 J itself. This was parallel to the 
effoit made by the Pary at the all-India level to mobilise Left 
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economists and present an alternative policy statement to the path 
dictated by the IMF-WorJd Bank. It is this alternative perspective 
which is being updated and used as the platform to fight against 
the unfolding of liberalisation pohdes. The attacks on the public 
~e~tor, the onslaughts agamst the working class, the opening up of 
the financial sector, the GAIT treaty, the imperialist pressures to 
stunt indigenous science and technological development, the efforts 
of the MN Cs to penetrate Indian agricuJture, the opening up of the 
consumer goods sector to the rnu1tinati~nals-all these have 
become live issues of struggle in the various sectors by the working 
people and their organisations. 

The economic policies are not just the policies of the 
Congress(!). It has wider support among the Indian ruling classes. 
This 1s seen by the support extended to liberalisation by the BJP, 
the vacillations and the inability to come up with any coherent 
alternative by the Janata Dai arid other centri'it parties. It is in 
this background that the CPl(M}, the Left parties and the mass 
organisations have been engaged m wagmg a ~ontmuous strnggle 
to defend economic ~overe1gnty and frght back the onslaughts of 
the new economic policies. The working class has been in the 
forefront of this struggle and wcth the wider unity achieved 
through the National Platform of Mass Organisations four all
India general strikes and bandhs have been conducted from 1991 
to J 994 drawing in millions of workers, peasants, agricultural 
labour, women, students, youth and employees. In these struggles, 
the CPl(M) and the Left Front of West Bengal has been the 
strongest, most organised contingent. It is the strength provided 
by the Left bastion of West Bengal and the strong contingents of 
the Party ltke in Kerala, Tnpura and other pockets which has 
enabled the CPl(M) to play the leading role and help widen the 
resistance to the new economic policies. 

This point should not be underestimated. It is the strength of 
the organised working class and other sections of the toiling people 
in West Bengal-the total membership of the mass organisations 
led by the Party alone in West Bengal is over two crores-that has 
helped in the struggle against the economic policies. The existence 
of the Left Front Government continuo~sly from 1977 onwards 
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has contributed in bmlding up this organised strength and spearhead 
of the Left movement. 

However, to expect from the Left Front Government that 1t alone 
can implement basic alternative pohcies m the face of this all
India liberahsat1on and privatisation is to do v10lence to our own 
basic Party understanding and the programme. The Left Front 
Government can only play a limited role in alternate policy 
implementation while it can play a big role in mobilising the people 
against the Centre's policies. It is the Left Front Governments big 
achievement that it has been able to achieve a breakthrough in the 
areas where it has a greater degree of power-implementation of 
land reforms and stimulating agncultural production, decentrahsmg 
power to the panchayats and involving them in development work 
and to expand the democratic nghts of the rural poor usmg the 
state machinery to neutralise the police and repressive measures 
agamst the working people's struggles, and to use the hm1ted 
resources to stimulate small-scale industrial development. 

New Policy Needed 

In the changed milieu the tactics of the mass movement and the 
Left Front Governments policies must also change. Earlier the 
trade union movement would demand the state takeover of sick 
units when the policy of the Centre was to provide for such steps 
and to allocate resources. Before, the struggle used to be to force 
the Central Government to direct the financial mstitutions to extend 
credit in order to enable the state takeover of sick units. The trade 
union movement and the working class can see by expenence that 
stat~ take?ver of fresh units or an industry is made difficult by the 
basic pohcy of the Centre. In such a situation, the struggle has 
focussed on how to prevent the pnvatisation of existmg PSUs. 
The state governments while not agreeing in principle to the 
?P~nmg up of the core sector to foreign multinationals where 
indigenous technology is available cannot fight and force the Centre 
to keep the~e core sectors withm the purview of the state/public 
sector. For instance, the state governments today are n~t able to 
get the Ce~tre to finance the purchase of BHEL equipment for fresh 
power projects even though the Left Front Government wants it. 
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When m the entire country new power projects are be mg opened 
up to pnvate sector and foreign capital collaboration, 1t 1s not 
possible m West Bengal alone to take the position that there can 
be no fresh power projects as we will not accept any private sector 
mve~tment. The question, therefore, has concretely arisen that, 
given the constramts of the central pohcy, what are the tactics that 
can be adopted to facilttate infrastructural and industrial 
development in the state. 

There can be no dispute on the need for industrial development of 
West Bengal. The state has been shding back from its prime position 
at the ttme of independence and the share of West Bengal m the national 
industrial production has come down from 22.9 per cent in 1951 to 
JU~t 8.1 per cent in 1984-85. The successful implementation of land 
reforms and the significant advance in agncultural productivity have 
laid the basis and the necessity for the expansion of mdu~try. In contrast 
the industrial scene provides a disturbing picture. Whtie the old 
industnes hke jute and engmeering are m cm1s and closmg down, no 
fresh industnal development with new technology i~ replacmg the 
declmmg industnes. West Bengal, therefore, suffers from the double 
handicap of the large-scale clo.;;ure and ehmmation of the old mdustry 
and the paucity of fresh mdustrial development which can enable the 
growth and development of the working class itself. The threat of 
demdu~tnalisation 1s real with the comequent dangerous implications 
for the physical development and growth of the working class. If this 
trend continues, the achievement~ regi~tered by the Left Front 
Government will suffer a senous ~etback. Registered unemployment 
ts already over 40 lakhs. There is a vast pool of educated manpower 
which is not being utilised and the pohtical base of the Left Front's 
appeal will get weakened. It has become all the more necessary, much 
more than in the I 985 situation, to be able to attract fre~h indu~trial 
investment in the state. 

With the new economic poltcies, the uneven development of 
capttahsm will only further be exacerbated. With the end of 
hcensing and deregulation industnal mvestment which is mainly 
private is flowing to those areas which provide attractive incentives, 
fact It ties and infrastructure. Between August I 991 and August 
I 994-the three-year period of liberalisation-West Bengal got 
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only 2.5 per cent of industrial investment while Maharashtra got 
20.5 per cent, Gujarat 16.7 per cent. Eastern India as a whole 1s 
being deprived. 

Unlike in 1985, when the struggle was against the discrimmat10n 
of the Centre, with its power of licensing and regulat10n of industry 
against West Bengal, today, with deregulation and de licensing, 1t 
is up to the Left Front Government to initiate steps to attract capital 
investment in West Bengal. This can be done only by allowing 
greater investment of private capital m various sectors. This is the 
basis on which the Left Front Government has to adjust its policies 
in West Bengal to meet the new situation brought about by the 
Centre's policy of liberalisation. While doing so, the CPI(M)-led 
government has to be conscious of not accepting any such temis 
of implementation which are only due to the unjustified pressure 
of foreign capital or big business. It should not go against available 
indigenous technology or lead to diversion of limtted capital 
resources to messential sectors. For instance, the West Bengal Left 
Front Government has correctly worked out a power policy which 
does not accept the ENRON type agreement in Maharashtra which 
will lead to big increase in the cost of production of power and the 
tanff rates for the people. Such an agreement also means high 
rates of return of profits based on inflated capital costs with the 
connivance of the Central Government and its financial institutions. 
~n~tead of hundred per cent foreign ownership, in West Bengal 
JOtnt sector projects are contemplated with equipment to be bought 
locally by competitive bidding. The cost of power generation works 
out to much lower ra es than in the foreign owned plants. The 
~eft Front Government must be constantly alert to protect the 
Interests of indigenous industry and technology where available 
It must stand firmly for the interests of the workers and their 
legitimate rights. 

~-hile onent~ng the policies and regulations in the state to 
fac1htate greater p~ivate investment, the people should constantly 
be told that such mdustrialisation and expansion of the private 
sect~r cannot _solve the basic problems and class exploitation will 
contmue and increase with the overall liberalisation policy of the 
Centre. 
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It should be the endeavour of the Left Front Government to 
ensure that new industrial projects will generate employment and 
protect the interests of the workers who are employed m such 
ventures. The Left Front Government should continuously stnve 
to strengthen the public sector undertakings and assist in preventmg 
the privatisation of such units especially in the core sector. The 
public sector units in key industries in West Bengal are the central 
undertakings. The policy of the Centre is to starve them off fresh 
investment or orders to dismantle them. The Left Front 

' Government will resist such a policy and strive to protect the 
jobs of the workers and make these units viable in cooperation 
with the working class movement. The current policies of the 
Centre militate against the small-scale and cottage based 
industries. We must strive to strengthen these sectors and expand 
their employment potential. 

In We~t Bengal itself there are many sick and closed units in 
which the workers have been fighting for long to save their jobs 
and nghts. In many such units which are closed by the private 
capitalists there may be agreement" for revival which the workers 
agree to in order to save their jobs and livelihood which may entail 
some adverse terms. Such agreements are accepted by the CITU 
unions only when the workers consent to them after being 
exhau~ted in the struggle and despite the negative aspects having 
been pointed out to them. There cannot be any one-sided call to 
the workers to 'sacnfice' without an appropriate response from the 
employers. 

In the changed situation, the CITU-led trade unions and the Left
led movements will doggedly fight all efforts to impose 
privatisation and increase the exploitation of the workers. The class 
struggle and the defence of the working clas~ rights will not be 
compromised by the trade union movement and the Party. 

At the same time the necessity for developing industry requires 
the consciousness that industry has to be updated and productivity 
increased. New technology being introduced should be seen from 
this perspective while at the same time ensuring that workers are 
not victims of job-loss and retrenchment in the name of high 
productivity and new technology. 
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The West Bengal workmg class movement and the trade union~ 
have also the difficult task of conducting prolonged ~truggles while 
keepmg in mmd the all-India correlation of forces and the strength 
of the working class movement m that mdu~try outside 
West Bengal. Such experiences have been there m the past m the 
struggle against compulensation and in other sectors. As-the party 
of the working class it is the bounden duty of the Party to take the 
workers mto confidence mall difficult situations and to explain to 
them what we can do, what is possible and how far the struggle 
can be conducted. 

No Justification of Central Policy 

While implementing policies for industrial expansion and 
mviting private capital both Indian and foreign into West BengJI, 
care should be taken to see that our government and mm1<1tenal 
spokesmen do not subscribe to any policy statement which justify 
the liberalisation policies and the economic reforms set out by the 
government. For instance, we do not accept the argument of the 
Centre that it is solely due to the resource crunch that they are 
forced to allow the private sector into the core and infrastructure 
areas. While the resource crunch is real for the state governments 
because of the squeeze by the Centre, it is not the same situation 
for the Central Government. The Centre is refusing to mobilise all 
the resources which are available to them with its wide and 
comprehensive powers 'and instead is givincr into the pressure of 
. 0 

mternational fmance capital. The "resource crunch 1s often the 
excuse to allow foreign multinationals into areas where 1t would 
be much cheaper to use Indian technology and equipment like in 
the po~er sector. In fact by allowmg foreign capital with big 
conc~s~1~ns much more resources will be spent m power generauon 
than 1f 1t 1s done indigenously. Even the World Bank has come out 
agains~ the counter-guarantee offered by the government of India 
~o foreign companies. We should see that in all those areas, where 
md1genou~ technology is available, we champwn Its use, while 
not hesitatmg to allow technology imported from abroad where 
we have no such capacities. 
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Similarly, the big capitalists and the Congress government 
are calling upon the workers to make sacrifices to make industry 
and their goods more competitive by adopting a work culture 
suitable for this. On the other hand, the corporate sector is 
making enormous profits and the top executives are earning 
huge salaries. We should b~ careful to see that the rights of 
collective bargaining of the workers is in no way curtailed by 
endorsing such calls. 

Left Front Government: Distinctive Approach · 
While the industrial policy statement issued by the Left Front 

Government has broadly indicated the new orientation necessary 
in the present situation to attract investments, there are certain 
points which need to be properly emphasised: 

(a) While striving for rapid industrialisation utilising all the 
available resources of both the public and private sector, we should 
underline the key role of the public sector in the core areas. 
Necessary steps must be taken to streamline the management of 
public sector undertakings and make these units more efficient. 
The working class in these units must be involved by democratic 
methods in steps to increase productivity. 

(b) It is to be made clear that while private investment is being 
solicited in the power sector, the Left front Government does not 
accept ENRON type agreements which actually will result in 
greater outflow of capital resources and highly inflated power 
tariffs. 

(c) The necessity to expand and improve the infrastructural 
facilities has been correctly stressed. The primacy of state 
intervention must be maintained in this sector even while going in 
for joint sector projects. 

(d) While striving to speed up industrialisation and attract new 
investments, the Left Front Government will continue to defend 
workers' interests and trade union rights. The trade unions must 
be consulted and involved in the task of industrialisation. 

The Left Front Government's policies should be in defence of 
the public sector in core areas, retaining the state intervention in 
the infrastructure development and in social infrastructure like 
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health and educat10n while actively canva~~mg for fre~h capital 
investment m the sectors such as electronics, petrochemicals and 
other specialised areas which cannot be developed with government 
funds. In every forum where official policies are debated, the Left 
Front Government must clearly set out the alternative pohc1es 
possible m the present situation and m the long term and this should 
be the basis for our Party's propaganda and mob1hsation among 
the masses. 

The CPI(M) and the Left Front in West Bengal have the big 
respons1b1hty ofleadmg the all-India struggle agamst the economic 
poltcies of the Centre. The Left Front Government by its existence 
and performance can aid the struggle in a big way. The Left Front 
Government's role will immensely strengthen the all-India struggle 
not only against the economic policies but also in building the 
Left and democratic front which is essential to bring about a change 
in the correlation of forces. It is by keeping this basic perspective 
in mind that we should judge current policies, review them from 
time to tune and make adjustments. 



Parliament Must Discuss 
WTOTerms* 

Statement Dated December 31, 1994 
Issued by The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M) to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) demands of the Central 
Government a public statement as to how it proposes to meet the 
obligations and commitments enjoined upon 1t with its formal entry 
mto the World Trade Organisation (WTO) with the signing of the 
agreement on December 30 at Geneva. 

The WTO terms require India to amend the Indian Patents Act 
and take other measures which are inimical to the country s 
intere_.,t..,. The Polit Bureau calls upon the Rao Government not to 
issue any ordinance to amend the concerned laws. The Polit Bureau 
appeals to the President of India to advise the government not to 
promulgate any ordinance and place the matter before Parliament 
for a full and open d1scus..,ion. 

*Published tn PEOPLES DEMOCRACY , New Delhi, January 8, 1995 



CPl(M) Demands Ordinance 
to Amend P.R. Act* 

Statement Dated January 4, 1995 
Issued by The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly disapproves the Electron 
Commission's postponing the dates of polls in Bihar to March and 
giving a new deadline for the issuance of identity cards in the state 
as February 28 .. Earlier, the CEC had postponed the dates of 
elections in Gujarat and Arunachal Pradesh. There is every 
poss1btlity of such a postponement in Orissa also. The current cns1s 
is being foisted by the CEC because of his unreasonable insistence 
on conducting elections only after all voters get identity cards 
This would mean indefinite postponement of election 
Const1tut1onally and legally, the people of B ihar and the other states 
cannot be deprived of their right to exercise their vote on the plea 
of no identity cards. 

The Naras1mha Rao Government is responsible for this cns1s 
as It refused to bring the legislation finalised by the standing 
committee of Parhament in the winter session which would have 
averted the problem of the CEC s arbitrary deadlines. The 
Congress(!) which does not want to face elections m Bihar would 
hke to use the CEC s stance to bring about Presidents rule m the 
state. This conspiracy has to be exposed. 

The ~Pl(M) demands that the Centre promulgate an ordinance 
forthwith so that the Representation of People sAct is amended to 

ensure that elections are not held up on the pretext of identity 
cards. 

*Published m PEOPLES DEMOCRACY N D lh J 8 199'i . ew e 1. anuary , · 



Homage to Comrade Joe Slovo* 

The Poht Bureau of the CPI(M) deeply mourns the passmg away 
of Joe Slovo. Comrade Joe Slovo symbolised the finest traditions 
of the South African Communi~t movement and the national 
liberation struggle. He headed the armed wing "The Spear of the 
Nation of the Afncan National Congress at the head of the bitter 
struggle agamst the hated apartheid regime. Remammg underground 
and in exile, he worked tirelessly to build the organ1sdt1on and 
armed struggle of the ANC and the COlllmurnst Party. The racist 
regime targeted him as enemy number one and sought to hunt him 
down. His wife was assassinated by a parcel bomb sent by the 
South African racist secret service. Yet he dauntlessly led the 
struggle. 

As General Secretary and later Chairman of the South African 
Communist Party, Slovo headed the milttant multi-rac1al party of 
the South African proletanat through every complex and difficult 
stage of the successful movement. He played a key role in the 
negotiations for the peaceful transition endmg the apatthe1d regime. 
He was the Housing Minister m the mterim government. 

Comrade Slovo had been suffermg from cancer for the pdst few 
years. Yet he courageously discharged his respons1biht1e~ at a 
crucial time in the history of South Africa. His death is a big loss 
to the people of South Africa, the Communist Party and the ANC. 
The Polit Bureau conveys its respectful homage to this outstanding 
leader, patriot and humanist. 

*Pubhshcd m PEOPLES DEMOCRACY , New Delhi, January 15, 1995 • 



Condolence on 
Comrade Madhu Limaye* 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) mourns the passing away of 
Comrade Madhu Lima ye, a major figure of the socialist movement 
in the country. Limaye was a leader moulded in the freedom 
struggle and an intrepid advocate of the people's cause. Belonging 
to the socialist stream in Left politics, notwithstanding the 
ideological differences, he advocated close cooperation with the 
Communists to advance the Left and democratic movement. He 
was Chairman of the Socialist Party when an agreement of CPI(M)
Socialist Party cooperation was signed in 1973. 

Madhu Limaye played an important role in the struggle against 
the communal forces and for upholding secularism. In his 

· parliamentary career, his was the fearless voice agamst all the anll
people policies of successive Central Governments. 

The death of a leader of such high integrity and dedicated pubhc 
service is a big loss for the democratic forces. The Polit Bureau 
conveys its heartfelt sympathies to his wife, son and other family 
members. 

*Published m PEOPLES DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, January 15, 1995 



On Supreme Court's Directive 
On Identity Cards* 

Statement Dated January 17, 1995 
Issued by The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) welcomes the Supreme Court 
direchve staying the operation of the orders and direction of the 
Election Commission threatening not to hold elections in B1har 
and Onssa in the absence of photo identity cards. 

The CPI(M) had all along maintained that the CEC is 
transgressing his authority by issumg such orders and that no citizen 
of India above 18 years can be denied the nght to vote if his name 
appears on the electoral rolls. The CEC s authoritarian high
handedness has agam once been rebuffed by the apex court. 

The CPI(M) had all through welcomed the issuance of photo 
identity cards to all Indian citizens without discnmmat10n, but the 
cost of this must be shared by the Centre and the states, the 
modalities of which must be worked out mutually. Further, adequate 
time must be provided so that all citizens can be reached without 
discrimination. 

The CPl(M) calls upon the CEC to now proceed with the 
electoral process without further hmdrance. 

*Pubh~hcd m 'PEOPLES DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, January 22, 1995. 



On Defence Deal Inimical to 
India's Interests* 

Statement Dated January 12, 1995 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The Poht Bureau expresses its strong opposition to the Indo-U.S 
cooperation agreement to be signed durmg the visit of the U.S 
Defence Secretary, Wilham Perry, to New Delhi. The Central 
Government has made this sudden announcement on the eve of 
the visit of the U.S. secretary without any public discussion of this 
serious policy measure. This is in keeping with the surreptittous 
style adopted by the Rao Government on matters affecting India s 
vital security interests and sovereignty. 

For the past three years, at the initiative of the U.S 
administration, the Congress(!) Government has entered mto areas 
of defence cooperation such as joint exercises and training 
programmes. This has covered the army, naval and air forces. Now, 
it is proposed through the new agreement to extend these relat_1ons 
by estabhshing cooperation between the Indian defence mm1stry 
and the U.S. defence department. This has ominous implicat10ns 
for India s traditional non-aligned policy. 

The U.S. administration has been hostile to India's development 
of an independent nuclear technology for peaceful purposes and 
is bent u~on curbing the deployment of the Prithvi ~1ssiles an~ 
the development of the Agni rocket technology. It 1s the sam 
administration which imposed sanctions on ISRO and got Russia 
to cancel the' contract on the sale of the cryogenic rocket engines 
The U.S. maintains the Diego Garcia m1htary base with nuclear 
weapons in the Indian Ocean about which the Rao Government 15 

silent. The yoking of India s defence establishment with the 
Pentagon through a full-fledged defence agreement is inimical tc 

"Published m PEOPLES DEMOCRACY' N D lh J ry 72 1995 . ew e 1, anua - , 



On Defence Deal lmmical to bulia'.\ lntere.\f.\ 213 

lnd1..i s !-.ecunty interests and will have adverse effects on an 
mdependent foreign poltcy. 

The Polit Bureau calb upon all patnotJC and democratic !-.ect1om 
to -;trong:ly oppo!-.e the defence agreement wtth the USA and 
demand th..it the Rao Government con..,ult all poltticc.tl part1e!-. before 
proceeding with the agreement. 



On Opening up Insurance Sector to 
Foreign Multinationals* 

Statement Dated January 19, 1995 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

~ 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) opposes the opening up of the 
nationalised insurance sector to foreign multinationals and Indian 
private capital climaxing the behmd-the-scene negotiations that 
have been going on for quite sometime now. 

In the course of the negotiations with the U.S. business delegauon 
headed by Commerce Secretary, Ronald Brown, the government 
has not only committed itself to open up the insurance market to 
foreign companies but also a protocol has been signed between 
the Tata group and a U.S. company for promoting a Jomt insurance 
venture. 

The Malhotra Committee report is yet to be placed Jnd discussed 
in parliament. The government is thus confronting the parliament 
with a fait accompli. Such a step undermines and subverts 
parliamentary democracy. 

Opening up the insurance sector is against vital national interests 
The two public corporations-UC and GIC-have perform~d 
commendably and together constitute the only social secunty 
available in India. Besides, they are the biggest investors in the 
crucial social sector. 

The M~lhotra report has evoked strong protests from the pubhc, 
trade unions and the insurance employees. The Polit Bureau 
dema~ds that the Rao Government refrain from taking any step to 
pnvattse the insurance sector. 

*Pubhshed m PEOPLES DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, January 29, 1995 



Proposed Amendments to CPI(M)'s 
Party Constitution* 

The Central Committee of the CPI(M), in its meeting held from 
December 27 to 29, 1994 at Calcutta, decided to propose the 
followmg amendments to the Constitution at the Fifteenth Party 
Congress. These proposals have been finalised after consultations 
with the Central Control Commission.· As per the provisions of 
the Party Constitution, the proposals for amendments to the 
Constitution should be ctrculated two months before the Party 
Congress. The Party state committees should tram.late these 
amendments in their own languages and circulate to all Party 
units. 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 

1. Amendment to Article IV: 
Add the following to Section 4: 

"ln exceptional cases the Central Committee or the State 
Committee can admit such members to full membership of 
the Party." 

There 1s no enabling provis10n in the Constitution for admtttmg 
a person coming from another political party to the full membership 
of the Party. The present amendment is intended to provide for 
that in special cases. 

2. Amendment to Article VII: 

Add the following Section 3 to Article VII: 
"( 3) There shall be right of appeal on decisions of droppage 
from Party membership. " 

*Published in PEOPLES DEMOCRACY". New Delhi, January 29, 1995 
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The proposed amendment is to provide for appeal against cases 
of arbitrary droppage from Party membership at the time of 
renewal. 

3. Amendment to Article XVIII: 

Substitute Section 2(c) as follows: 
"Cases involving expulsion, suspension from full Party 
membership and decisions of droppage from Party 
membership against which an appeal has been made to the 
State Committee or to the State Control Commission and 
rejected." 

The proposed amendment is to widen the jurisdiction of the 
Control Commission to entertain appeals on suspension from full 
Party membership .and decisions of droppage from Party 
membership.As per the present provisions, the Central or the State 
Control Commission has no jurisdiction to entertain any appeal 
on suspension from full Party membership or droppage from Party 
membership decided by the lower committees other than the next 
lower level committee. 

4. Amendment to Article XVIII: 

Add the following as Section 3 and the present Sections 3 and 4 
may be renumbered as 4 and 5. 

"( 3) The decision of the Central Control Commission will 
be final and binding." . 

The Fourteenth Party Congress made the Central Control 
Commission an independently elected body by the Congress. 
Hence, its decisions will be final and binding. The proposed 
amendment is to clarify this. 

5. Amendment to Article XIX: 
Section 7 may be substituted as follows: 

"No disciplinary measure involving removal from the post 
held in the Party, suspension from full Party membership other 
than suspension pending enquiry, or, expulsio I, ·Jm thf P1tr1 " 

shall come into effect without confirmatim, '; ·) -t Yt mgher 
committee. In case of expulsion, the pem .. ·, .' . -r,q, ,,,,,,. 
shall be removed from all Party ac: · 
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confirmation. The expelled member stands suspended from 
the Party till the expulsion is confirmed by the next htgher 
committee. The higher committee "'ill have to commumcate 
tts decision within 6 months." 

The proposed amendment is meant for protecting the rights of 
the Party members from arbitrary removal from the post held in 
the Party and suspension from full Party membership. At present, 
confirmation by the next higher committee is required only in the 
case of expulsion of a Party member from the Party. 

6. Amendment to Article XIX: 
Add the following sentence to section I 0: 

"T/11s summary suspension and removal from all responsible 
positwns in the Party cannot he extended for a period of more 
than three months." 

At present, there is no time limit fixed for suspension pending 
enquiry. The pre~ent amendment 1s meant for this. 



Homage to Comrade Robin Sen* 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) expre~ses its deep gnef at 
the passmg away of Comrade Robin Sen, prominent leader of 
the CPl(M) and the working cldss movement of We~t Bengal 
Robm Sen was a member of the secretariat of the state committee 
of West Bengal and a member of the Central Control Comm1s~1on 
of the Party. He was one of the key organisers of the Party and an 
able trade union leader. He was 71 years old and unmamed. 

Comrade Robin Sen Joined the freedom struggle and was active 
in the Congress before workmg with the Commumst~ m orgamsmg 
the workmg class. Durmg the second world war, he joined the 
Royal Indian Air Force. His anti-imperialist organisational 
activities in the armed forces led to his court-martial. Subsequently, 
he rejoined the Communist Party in 1953 and worked as a 
wholet1me functionary. He was responsible for building the trade 
unions in the mam industrial areas of the state, particularly m the 
Asansol-Ramgunj belt. He made a major contribution to bmldmg 
the Party m Burdwan district of which he. was the secretary for 
fifteen years. 

Comrade Robin Sen stood firmly for M·uxism-Leninism and 
fought again~t the revisionist trend in the united party. He was a 
member of the state committee of the CPl(M) from 1964 onwards 
and was elected to the state secretariat in 1989. He was elected to 
the Lok Sabha twice and was a member of parhament from I 971 
to 1980. He was the all-India vice-president of the CITU. 

Comrade Robin Sen was a staunch upholder of Communist 
standards and was widely respected for his total integrity and 
dedication. His organisational work in upholding Communist 

~Pubh-;hed m. PEOPLES DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, January 29, 1995 
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norms and discipline was invaluable. He was elected to the Central 
Control Commission for carrying forward this task. 

The death of Comrade Robin Sen at this juncture is a big loss 
for the Party. The high standards he set as a Communist leader is 
worthy of emulation by all. The Polit Bureau pays its respectful 
homage to his memory and conveys heartfelt condolences to his 
colleagues and comrades. 



On Jammu Bomb Blasts* 

Statemept Dated January 27, 1995 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly condemns the bomb blasts 
at the Republic Day function at Jammu which has killed eight 
persons and injured many others. This extremist act was designed 
to create terror and the Governor has narrowly escaped the attempt 
on his life. That the extremists could strike in Jammu in a function 
where security would normally be tight, shows that there have 
been serious lapses in the security system. It is essential that the 
people of Jammu maintain peace and communal amity m the face 
of such provocations. The incident underlines the necessity not to 
be complacent about the situation in Jammu and Kashmir. An 
impression has been sought to be created in the recent period that 
the situation is improving and that elections can be held. 

*Published m PEOPLES DEMOCRACY', New Delhi. February 5, 1995 



On RSS-VHP-BJP Designs in 
Varanasi* 

Statement Dated February 27, 1995 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses its serious concern at 
the deliberate building up of tens10ns in Varanasi by the RSS-VHP
BJP combine ut1hsing the occasion of Mahasivaratri. 

The Vishwa Hindu Parishad, through various outfits, has 
orgarnsed the 'Jai Abhi'>hek' programme with the avowed aim of 
destroying the Gyanvapi mosque adjoining the V1shwanath temple. 
Openly rejecting the law of the land which calls for protection of 
the status quo of all rehg10us place!> as of August 15, 1947, these 
so-called religious leaders are whipping up a communal frenzy 
Though the BJP ha'i, for the record, stated that Ka~hi and Mathura 
are not on its agenda, the RSS chief has made it abundantly clear 
that Ka~h1 and Mathura are next in the line of their attack for 
demolitwn of the mosques. 

While a confrontation is sought to be built up in Varanasi, the 
BJP MPs have openly associated themselves in whipping up 
communal frenzy, making a mockery of its earlier commitment to 
the nation and completely exposing it~ contempt for our 
Constitution, its secular democratic foundations and the rule of 
law. With an eye on the 1996 general elections, the BJP is moving 
once again with a game plan that can plunge the country into 
fratncidal strife, murder and mayhem. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) warns these forces that the 
people will not allow the country to go up in incendiary communal 
flames. The CPI(M) appeals to all secular and democratic forces 
to defeat this diabolical game of the saffron brigade. 

*Published m PEOPLES DEMOCRACY, New Delhi. March 5, 1995 
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The CPI(M) notes with satisfaction that the provocative act1v1ties 
of the VHP and Bajrang Dal were checked and controlled on 
Mahasivaratri day. The U.P. Government and the Centre must 
remain alert to foil any provocative steps by the communal forces 
and to ensure the security of minorities. 



On Murder of CPl(M) Candidate 
in Bihar* 

Statement Issued by The Polit Bureau 
of The CPl(M) to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) 
strongly condemns the ghastly murder of Comrade Santudas, the 
CPl(M) candidate from the Chatra assembly constituency in 
Bihar. He was forcibly taken away from Dumri Pahari by armed 
hoodlums of the Maoist Communist Centre to a secluded spot 
and shot dead. The security guard attached to Santudas was also 
killed. Five CPl(M) activists were also injured in the attack. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) warns the perpetrators of this 
dastardly crime that the people will not tolerate such cowardly 
acts. The Polit Bureau calls upon the people of Bihar to unitedly 
come forward to uphold democracy and democratic rights. 

*Publtshed m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY-, New Delhi, March 5, 1995 



On Postponement of 
Bihar Elections* 

Statement Dated March 1, 1995 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) strongly condemns the 
postponement of the Bihar assembly elections. 

Instead of conducting a free and fair poll in B1har, the Chief 
Election Commissioner by postponing the elections has, once 
again, indulged in sabotage. 

It seems that the postponement is the result of a consp1racy to 
impose President's rule in Bihar to help the fortunes of the ruhng 
party at the Centre. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) demands immediate revocation 
of this order and adherence to the earlier schedule. 

*Published m PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, March 5, 1995 



[ill 
CPI(M) on General Budget, 1995-96* 

Statement Issued by The Polit Bureau of 
The CPl(M) to Press 

The Union Budget presented by the Finance Minister is an 
exercise aimed at generating popular support in an election year 
for the ruling party while confirming the trend of succumbing to 
the IMF/World Bank prescriptions and the GAIT-94 provisions. 

The budget has, for all practical purposes, announced the 
formal government's withdrawal from any support to plan 
expenditure so vital to the development of the ·country's 
economy. In fact, the comparison of the revised estimates for 
1994-95 with the budgetary estimates for 1995-96 on the budget 
support to the plan expenditure, both Centre and states, shows an 
actual reduction. In real terms, this would mean a much higher 
amount. Thus, the policy of state withdrawal from its economic 
and consequent social obligations to the Indian people is virtually 
complete as evident by the fact that almost all of the increase in 
revenue expenditure this year has been for non-plan purposes. 

The entire budget exercised by the government is clearly 
marked by its populist approach and aimed at garnering electoral 
support. Of the total revenue loss of Rs. 1,582 crore, the 
government has not proposed any substantial levies while at the 
same time asserted that the fiscal deficit will be maintained at 5.5 
per cent of the GDP. This assertion comes on the strength of an 
invisible confidence in greater tax compliance. It must be recalled 
that the Finance Minister used the same rhetoric last year while 
the figures now reveal that the fiscal deficit had jumped up to 6.7 
per cent instead of the declared 6 per cent. The specious plea 
that this is because of increased small savings is ridiculous. 

*Published m PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, March 19, 1995. 
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Savings can never add to the fiscal deficit. In fact, the overall 
savings rate has declined. It can safely be asserted that the fiscal 
deficit in this budget is also bound to go up and the government 
sooner than later will resort to administrative price hikes in order 
to bridge this gap. Thus, the inflationary pressure which 1s 
already soaring in double digits is bound to get worse imposmg 
greater burdens on the common man. 

In the name of reducing the fiscal deficit, the Finance Mm1ster 
has stepped up the selling of the public sector to the tune of over 
Rs. 7 ,OOO crore. In any case, selling public assets does not reduce 
fiscal deficit. The country is now aware that thousands of crores 
have been siphoned off through various scams. Strangely, the 
Finance Minister has made no mention to this which can reduce 
the fiscal deficit substantially. 

While inflation will thus be permitted adequate measures to 
ensure the food security for the majority of the Indian people has 
also been virtually abandoned. The food subsidy has just about 
been maintained with a nominal increase of Rs. 150 crore, which 
in real terms, taking into account, inflation amounts to an 
absolute decline. Thus, while the Finance Minister sheds enough 
rhetoric for the ideal of social justice in real terms his budget will 
only make the lives of the working people more miserable. The 
employment figures given are extremely suspicious. Ground 
realities show a decreasing employment marked with freeze on 
appointments and closure of lakhs of industries. 

It is not strange that such a withdrawal by the government 
from public investment in plan expenditure comes simultaneously 
with bemoaning the lack of sufficient investment 10 

infrastructural facilities. While making cosmetic provisiorrs 
through the NABARD and financial institutions, the fmance 
Minister has echoed the IMF philosophy that the users of 
infrastructural facilities must pay for it. Thus from power, water, 
to roads and communications costs for the common consumer are 
bound to escalate adding further to their miseries. The ~hiloso~Y 
of adequate return for infrastructure investment will actu Y 
~uarantee inflation to rise faster. 
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While providing a five-year tax holiday for infrastructural 
investment, it has ensured that the costs for the consumers of 
these facilities would rise. This is bound to further affect 
domestic industry which is still to emerge completely from the 
recessionary spell. 

It is precisely with this recession in mind that the Finance 
Minister apparently has reduced across the board excise duties for 
many articles and further hberalised imports in all items of luxury 
consumption from synthetic fibre, electronic goods to computers. 
Thus, the entire strategy is based through growth pattern catering 
to the luxury consumption of the rich while the safety and 
security commitments of the government to the working people 
and the poor is being abdicated. Thus, we have a situation where 
the fiscal deficit is bound to grow adding further to the 
inflationary pressures. But all this expenditure is not for 
investment purposes that strengthen our economy but essentially 
for non-plan expenditure. 

The Central Government while adopting this populist posture 
for its political purposes has through these proposals mounted a 
severe attack on the states. The tax relief proposed by the Finance 
Minister depnves the states of Rs. 808 crore of revenue which is 
more than half of the total loss of Rs. 1,582 crore that would be 
incurred by the Centre. Thus, with no increase in budgetary 
support to the plan, this reduction will further squeeze the states' 
economic activity and impose greater burdens on the people. 

Thus in, fact, we have a budget which takes India further down 
the road of the IMF's structural adjustment programme, 
"liberalisation", relief for the richer sections and the corporate 
sector while the commitment to the goals of self-reliance and 
social justice are diluted. 



CPl(M) on Rail Budget, 1995-96* 

Statement Dated March 14, 1995 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau to Press 

The railway budget proposals presented to Parliament will lead to 
a spurt in inflation with the proposal for seven per cent mcrease 
in freight charges for all commodities. Equally retrograde 1s the 
burden placed on ordinary commuters by the increase m the 
suburban monthly season ticket fares. The emphasis of the 
railway budget is to commercialise the railways without paymg 
any attention to the social needs of the people. The introduction 
of new trains like Shatabdi Express and other high tariff services 
is being done at the expense of ordinary passenger trains bemg 
used by the common people. 

The increase in the annual plan outlay for the railways, of 
Rs. 1,245 crore over the previou~ year, is insufficient in real terms 
given the double digit inflation. The announcement of increase in 

trains and other services has been made with an eye on the general 
elections next year. Without adequate increase in infrastructure 
expenditure and on improved maintenance, the deteriorat10n ID 

train services will continue at the cost of the passengers. The 
spate of railway accidents in the recent period is also due to the 
failure to improve maintenance and observe safety standards. 

The entire policy on the railways is dictated by the 
liberalisation policy and stress on privatisation of various sectors 
of the railways. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) demands the withdrawal of the 
proposals for freight increase and hike in second class fares for 

· t's suburban services. It calls for a change in the govemmen 
1. d · · de for po icy towar s railways so that sufficient investment is ma 

strengthening infrastructure and expansion of railway services to 
meet the needs of the people all over the country. 

*Published m PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY , New Delhi, March 19. 1995 



On Election Results in 
Gujarat and Maharashtra* 

Statement Dated March 13, 1995 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The defeat of the Congress(!) in the Gujarat and Maharashtra 
assembly elections is a reaffirmation of the people's rejection of 
the economic policies of the Congress governments at the Centre 
and the states, their compromise with the communal forces and 
the gross corruption and misrule. The election results show the 
continuing erosion of mass support for the Congress. In both 
these states, the secular opposition and Left Parties were not 
strong enough to provide an alternative and the BJP and the Shiv 
Sena have cashed in on the popular discontent. The BJP coming 
to power in Gujarat and the emergence of the Shiv Sena-BJP 
combination as the largest bloc in Maharashtra doe~ not augur 
well for the country given their commitment to the communal 
platform. 

In the case of Orissa, the defeat of the Janata Dai must be 
.ascribed to the Biju Patnaik Government's enthusiastic support 
and adoption of the new economic policies of the Narasimha Rao 
Government and various anti-people measures. The resultant 
discontent and the corruption scandals have resulted in the 
people registering a negative verdict on the state government's 
performance. 

The Polit Bureau considers the overall election verdict to be a 
rejection of the Congress(l)'s economic policies and its record 
of brazen corruption. Spiralling inflation and price rise, growing 
unemployment, impoverishment of the masses due to libera
lisation and loot of public funds through corrupt practices have 
led to the Congress(!) debacle. Unless these policies are reversed, 
the country cannot be saved from ruin. 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, March 19, 1995. 



CPl(M) Decries Wild AJJegations* 

Statement Dated March 21, 1995 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M) to Press 

It is reported in a section of the Bengal\ Press that Comrade 
Nripen Chakraborty, Polit Bureau member of the CPI(M), m an 
interview, has made wild a.negations against the state 
governments of Tripura and West Bengal and the two state units 
of the Party. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) considers the contents 
published as slanderous and utter\y baseless. These charges are 
the same as those the Congress(I) has been fabricating over the 
years both in West Bengal and in Tripura. Despite this, the 
~ople of both the states have repeatedly reposed their confid~nce 
m the CPl(M). Especialty in Tripura, despite all the machinat1o»s 
of the Congress(!) to create trouble following the last assemb}y 
elections, the CPI(M) has demonstrated its popular support in the 
recently held Panchayat elections. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) decries the al1egatwns 
appearing in the interview and strongly refutes them. 

•J>ubl1shed 1n "PEOPLE• 
S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, March 26. 1995 



Welcome Address to Delegates 
of 15th Congress of CPl(M) Read by 
Mangat Ram Pasla, Chairman of The 
Reception Committee, on April 3, 1995 
at Basavapunnaiah Nagar, Chandigarh* 

Respected Delegates, Fraternal Delegates from abroad and 
friends: 

I am extremely happy to greet you in the land of Jallianwala
bagh, Gadr heroes, Babbar Akalis and the land of Bhagat Singh 
and his colleagues and innumerable martyrs and patriots who 
laid down their lives in the struggle for the national independence 
and for Socialism. We can take pride in the fact that among the 
patriots who were hanged by the British imperialists and became 
martyrs, Punjab takes pride in remaining on the top. 

During the struggle for independence, the October revolution 
had a big impact on the people of Punjab and they linked up the 
question of national independence with the question of social 
revolution and because of that Punjab was one of the first states 
where Communist groups came into existence in the early 20s. 
And again, it was one of the first states where the Workers' and 
Peasants' Party came into existence in 1927. 

We also take pride in the fact that the Communist Party in 
Punjab carries the best revolutionary traditions with a rich 
heritage because the revolutionaries of the early period rallied 
round the red flag and began working in the working class and 
the peasantry giving a new content to the struggle for freedom. It 
had become a powerful force in the body politic of the state. 
Punjab was also one of the first states to develop the peasants' 
movement both against the landlords as well as against the 
government. It was not an industrially developed state. Even 
then, in the earlier days, along with the textile workers, we 

*Pubhshed in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Dellu, Apnl 19, 1995. 
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concentrated on the railway workers and built a strong union 
named North Western Railway Worker~ Union with Mirza 
Ibrahim as its President. 

When the Communist Party became illegal, along with the 
workers' and peasants' movement, it began to take an important 
part in buildmg the Congress organisation particularly m the rural 
areas, especially after Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru became the 
President in 1936 and began talking about Socialism. 

During the war it had to face severe repression but even in 
those difficult days, it raised the banner of proletarian inter
nationalism and boldly supported not only the struggle for 
national independence throughout the world but after the attack 
on Soviet Union roused the people in the struggle against fascism 
and in defence of Socialism. 

The INA, which played an important role in the post-war 
upsurge, had a bulk of the cadre from Punjab. They made 
tremendous sacnfices in the struggle for freedom. Promment 
among them were Gen. Mohan Singh, Shah Nawaz Khan, 
Col. Dhilon and Col. Sehgal. In the Naval revolt also, a good 
number were from Punjab. The Communist Party in Punjab was 
looked with high esteem by the people. In the state's people's 
movement also, the Communists were in the forefront. 

But unfonunately, the partition of the country came about. In 
. Beng~ and also other parts of the country people suffered a lot 

from t · 1 s Impact. But Punjab became the worst sufferer because 
the Go~emment of India had to agree to a total migration of 
~pulation from both sides which resulted in the assassination of 
six lakhs of people on both sides and the migration of 15 lakh 
people. ~eople had to leave their hearth and home with the loss of 
many kith and kin. It was not easy to heal these wounds. This 
naturally led t h . 
d 0 t e spread of communal violence but m those 
ays too, when oth l' · · the 

C . er po Itical parties got affected It is 
ommun1st Pany h' h . ' f 

th · . . w ic remained in the forefront of defence 0 
e mmonties of b th 

the p 0 states even at the cost of their lives. Later, 
arty took the task f h · · . · d be an working for th 0 re ab1htation very senously an g 

influence th e resettlement of the refugees and was able to 
e government to provide twelve and half acres of land 
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to each family without any discrimination whether they were 
land-owners or tenants. This sustained working helped the party 
to reforge its links with the people. Slowly, it began to organise 
the working class, the peasants, agricultural workers, students and 
others. 

Later on, it succeeded in building the class and mass 
organisations. In 1959 it was able to develop a very powerful 
movement against the Betterment Levy. It was the biggest 
movement led under the leadership of the Party after the 
Telangana struggle. But because of certain mistakes, we could 
not consolidate the gains of this movement. 

As the division of the country had left the seeds of the virus of 
communalism, the Party had to face great difficulties. It has faced 
very difficult period during the last 4/5 years but championed the 
cause of the defence of national unity when innumerable 
comrades, leaders and workers, laid down their lives. It 
heightened the prestige of the Party very much in the eyes of the 
people. Thanks to the political line pursued by the Central 
Committee, both against the economic policies and the struggle 
against communalism, its prestige is quite high. Even after the 
disintegration of the Soviet Union and dismantling of Socialism 
in Eastern European countries, not a 1->ingle member deserted the 
Party. In fact, there is a regular growth, though slow, in building 
the trade union movement, agricultural workers' and women's 
organisations. The political scene is very complicated in the state 
but in the complex situation, we have succeeded in making a 
breakthrough. 

Punjab has had the honour of holding two Party Congresses: 
one in 1958 in Amritsar and the second in 1978 in Jullundhar. 
This is the third time we got the opportunity of hosting the Party 
Congress. This is a great honour for us. In preparation for the 
Party Congress, we have tried to cover all the villages in the state 
and we got a tremendous response from all sections of the 
population. The Party was able to make collections to the tune of 
Rs. 3 million in the last 2 months and every unit was able to fulfil 
its quota. The message of the CPI(M) has reached among all 
sections of the population. 
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It is a big responsibility which we decided to shoulder in a 
critical time in the country's history but the correctness of the 
Party's political line remained a source of inspiration to fulfil this 
responsibility. We may not succeed in providing all the facilities 
for successful work of the Party Congress as the stronger units of 
the Party like West Bengal and Kerala are able to, but we can 
assure you that we will do everything to enable you to 
successfully carry on with the work of the Party Congress. We 
are sure that as every Party Congress is the landmark in the 
history of Communist movement, this Party Congress will help 
not only in the further development of the Communist movement 
in the country but also in our state. In the end, I request you to 
forgive if any shortcoming is found in our arrangements. 

Thank you. 



Political Resolution Adopted by 
The 15th Congress of The CPl(M) 
Held at Chandigarh on April 3-8, 1995* 

INTERNATIONAL 

I . I. Important developments have taken place since the I 4th 
Congress. Meeting just after the dismantling of the socialist 
system in the Soviet Umon and East Europe and the formal 
disintegration of the USSR, the I 4th Congress upheld the revolu
tionary banner of Marxism-Lenmi~m. and unified the Party on 
1deolog1cal and political issues. 

1.2. The Congress, amongst others, had come to the following 
conclusions, which need to be considered on the basis of the 
developments that have taken place during the mtervenmg period. 

(a) The dismantling of the socialist system m the Soviet Union 
and East Europe had occurred due to certain serious distortions in 
the process of socialist construction, deformities in socialist 
democracy and deviations from the creative apphcat1on of the 
science of Marxism-Leninism. Hence, these developments do not 
constitute the negation either of Marxism-Leninism or the pursuit 
of the socialist ideal. 

(b) As a consequence of this, the balance of class forces in the 
international arena has shifted, albeit temporarily, in the historical 
frame, in favour of imperialism. 

(c) Notwithstanding these developments and the relatively 
favourable situation for imperialism, capitalism cannot offer any 
solution to the basic and pressing problems faced by humanity. 
On the contrary, it continues to consign vast millions to a life of 
squalor, destitution, starvation and misery. 

*Published m December 1995 m a comp1lat1011 of all Documents of the 15th Congress 
of the CPl(M) and also published as a separate booklet m Apnl, 1995 
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Further, capitalism as a system ts not and can never be cn~1s
free. But in the given correlation of class forces 1t 1s able to 
manage its own problems, by utilising scientific and techno
logical advances, by the expansion of the intemat10nal market, 
and more importantly, by intensifying exploitatrnn domestically 
and mtemationally. 

(d) Consequently, all the four fundamental contradictions of 
the present epoch contmue to intensify, i.e., contrad1ct1on between 
imperialism and Socialism, contradict10n b.etween 1mpenalism 
and the Third World countries, inter-imperialist contradictions and 
the contradiction between labour and capital in the capitalist 
countnes. The character of the epoch continues to remain the 
trans1t1on of humanity from capitalism to Socialism, which began 
m 1917, hence the central contradiction, the one between 
1mpenalism and Socialism. 

(e) In this situation, U.S. imperialism is intensify mg its efforts 
to impose its hegemony which is manifested in the political, 
military and the economic spheres. 

(~ !he process of restoration of capitalism in the former 
socialist c:ountnes will not be easy and simple as 1s being 
conceived. 

(g) The disarray in the international Communist movement that 
appeared. m the wake of these developments, accompanied by a 
renewed ideological offensive agamst Marxism-Leninism, is also 
a te~porary phenomenon. As the capitalist crisis intensifies, the 
working class is bound to regroup and rejuvenate itself m these 
struggles. 

h l .3. The developments of the last three years have vindicated 
t e correctness and . . 

contmumg validity bf these conclusions. 

World Capitalism· Sluggish R 
1 · ecovery 
.4. Desptte the f · Id 

capitalist a~ourab\e mtemational climate, the wor 
system owmg t h · )' t production d '. . o t e inherent nature of capita is 

ynam1cs 1s und · f the recession that had n . ergomg a difficult recovery rom 
world w g pped It for the longest spell since the second ar. 



Pol1t1cal Resolution Adopted by the I 5th Congress. . . 237 

J .5. The GATT annual review m January 1994 concluded that 
world trade increased only by 3% as agamst a modest forecast of 
4.5%, while world output grew at 2%, far less than the ant1c1pated 
target for 1993, "conf1rmmg that the period of slow growth for the 
world economy which began in 1989 continued in 1993". The 
IMF forecast (semi annual 1994) states that the world economy 
slated to grow at over 3.2% actually grew at a little less than 3%. 

1.6. However, available indicators for 1994 and projections for 
1995 by the World Bank show that 3ust as the recession set in 
unevenly, so has the recovery. Apart from taking a longer time 
than the normal cyclical crisis of capitalism, the recovery seems 
uneven and sluggish. The USA is estimated to reach a growth rate 
of 4% while the projection for 1995 is only 2.9%. Britam and 
Canada, which were the earliest to manifest the recession are now 
slated to grow at more than 3% m 1994 and l 995. Likewise, 
Germany and France are projected to grow at more than 2%, 
while Italy remained sluggish at 1.5% in 1994. Japan is still to 
overco!11e the recession; official sources admit that durmg the 
fiscal year Apnl 1993 to March 1994 the GDP was expected to 
record a negative growth of mmus I .0%. 

1.7. However, this recovery has had no significant impact on 
the employment situation. Though m the USA the unemployment 

· rate ha~ dropped from nearly 8% to less than 6%, in the long term 
it still remain~ one of the highest since World War II. Most of the 
new jobs have been in the nature of temporary, piece-meal and not 
regular employment. What is bemg witnessed today is a new type 
of structural unemployment associated with this stage of capitalist 
development. 

1.8. This halting recovery is thus umversally descnbed as 
"jobless growth". The OECD (comprising 25 developed capitalist 
countries) ministenal council in June 1994 estimated that 8.5% 

-of the labour force, or 35 million, were unemployed, with the 
forecast for I 995 showing a marginal drop to 8.3%, though in 
absolute numbers unemployment would be higher due to 
additions to the labour force. The G-7 summit in July J 994 
estimated an unemployment of 24 million in the seven most 
industrialised capitalist countries. 
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l.9. The developments during the last decade or ~o have 
shown newer methods bemg adopted by capitalism to overcome 
its own crisis. The massive centralisation of international fmance 
capital has been fac1htated by the dominance of multmat1onal 
banks and corporat10ns. This has helped world capttahsm, despite 
recessionary cond1t10ns, to maintain and increase its rates of 
profit, particularly at the expense of the Third World countries 
Further, the vanous types of regional integration that are takmg 
place now have helped various capitalist centres not only to retam 
their economic pos1t10n but to consolidate and expand. In the 
process newer methods of exploitation are being evolved 

1. IO The mam consequence of this process, however, ht1s 
?een t~e n1'~s1fication of capitalist exploitation both domestically 
m cap1tahst countries as well as mternat10nally agamst the Thlfd 
World countries. 

Intensification of Contradictions 

1.11. Following the collapse of the socialist countervailmg 
power i~ world politics, world imperialism led by the USA, with 
grand visions of imposing a "new world order" has desperately set 
about to establish its hegemony. The period smce the 14th 
Congress has, hence, been a period of intensification of all the 
four fu.ndarnental contradictions, marked by the continued 
aggressiveness on the part of imperialism in the political, 
economic and cultural fields. 

Contradiction bet 1 . . . . ween mperiahsm and Socialism 
l.12. Dunng th t d ese years, U.S. imperialism has moun e 

sustamed pressu h · f 
ing th ' re on t e remaining socialist countries, mtens1 y-

1 13
e ceTnhtra\ contradiction of the epoch. 

· · e hean · · h' h these . emng feature has been the firmne~s with w IC countries are re . . 
t 14 I . sistmg imperialist onslaughts. 
· · mpenahsm · I b 

version to a h' is trymg to use its weapon of interna su -
c teve its end b h t military p s ut does not hesitate to use or t rea en ressures Cub . k. 

use of the dt'ff 1 · a 18 the latest example whereby ma mg 
ICU ties . . s 

ansmg out of the criminal blockade by U. · 
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1mpenahsm, ignoring the overwhelming U.N. general assembly 
resolutions callmg for its hftmg, the USA conspired to intervene 
in its mternal affaJrs. But this was firmly rebuffed by the Cuban 
people who demonstrated an inspmng unity in defence of the 
soctah~t system. This received worldwide support and solidarity, 
not allowing the USA to succeed m its aim. As a result, the U.S. 
administrat10n was compelled to sign an agreement with Cuba on 
repatnat1on and imm1grat10n in September 1994. At the present 
juncture such an agreement 1s a victory for Cuba. 

I .15. The U.S. imperialism tried desperately to create a situation 
like that preceding the Gulf war in the Korean peninsula, by 
threatenmg sanctions and military intervention against the DPRK 
on the pretext that it was not allowing inspection of its nuclear 
installations. This pretext was resorted to despite the fact that on a 
number of occasions the International Atomic Energy Agency of 
the U.N. had certified that the DPRK does net have any nuclear 
weapons, nor 1s it close to producmg any. The USA initially 
refused to accept any reasonable proposal by the DPRK and it was 
only the firm stand taken by the DPRK and sYpported by Chma m 
the U.N. Security Council which thwarted the U.S. military threat. 
As a result, m August 1994, a fourth round of bilateral talks 
between the DPRK and the U.S. were held where the U.S. was 
forced to reach a compromise with DPRK. In the background, the 
agreement also envisages the ending of the pers1stmg isolation 
of the DPRK and the beginning of diplomatic relat10ns with 
the USA. 

1.16. The USA is trying to pressurise China to change its 
course of social development usmg 'human rights' as a pretext. 
The U.S. had threatened to withdraw the Most Favoured Nation 
status to China. But the massive trade surplus that China enjoys 
vis-a-vis the USA frightened U.S. business circles with po~sible 
Chinese retaliation, which in turn persuaded the U.S. administra
tion to continue the M.F.N. status. But the USA is still blocking 
the entry of China as a full member of the GAIT and the WTO. 

1.17. The U.S. continues to play the Taiwan card disregarding 
the territorial integrity of China, through a renewed attempt at 
arming Taiwan with sophisticated weapons. The Bntish colonial 
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admimstrat1on in Hongkong is also try mg to create complicat1ons 
in the restoration of Hongkong to mamland Chma which comes 
into effect from July 1, 1997, using one pretext or the other, the 
latest being 'democratic elections'. 

1.18. Despite all its efforts, U.S. 1mperiahsm has not been able 
to have its writ run in blackmailing these soc1ahst countnes and rn 
trying to subvert the socialist system there. It ha~. in fact, been 
compelled to lift the economic blockade of Vietnam. 

Contradiction between Labour and Capital 

1.19. The halting recovery in the advanced capitalist countnes 
noted above, 1s intens1fymg the contradiction between the 
workmg people and capital in the capitalist countries. This is 
manifestmg itself in growing unemployment, poverty and 
homeles~ness. The total employment in the manufacturing sector 
in Britam, accordmg to the Federation of B ntish Industry, fell by a 
whoppmg 40 per cent between 1979 and 1993. In Germany, 8 5 
lakh persons lost their jobs in 1991, and another 5 lakh are 
projected to lose their Jobs in 1994; 7 .25 million people are bemg 
forced to live below the poverty line and 8 lakh are homeless 
Unemployment m Germany is 8.9 per cent while in the eastern 
part It is 17 .1 per cent. In Japan, unemployment has reached 
around 1.5 million at the rate of 2.7 per cent which 1s the highest 
m post-war Japanese history. 

1 ·20· The governments in many countnes have adopted a 
pohcy of privatisation, disinvestment and selling off of the pubhc 
sector created f I ' . . · 1 ke . or peop e s welfare, mcludmg service sectors 1 
™~ays~· h ' mes, post and telegraph, banks etc. Nu longer ave 
they the comp l · ' h d · 
h . . u sion to face the socialist challenge as they a m 
t e immediate p t · . · 1· m 
d os -war s1tuat1on when in response capita 15 

a opted the ' ' ' 
l concept of the welfare state One of the immediate casua ties of th · 

in th e setbacks to Socialism has been the severe cub 
e welfare expe d. · A the 

share of f d n iture m capnahst countries. In the US • 
e era\ doll 1· d 

further by l.l er ar~ gomg for welfare measures dee me 
decision to c t p f cent m 1992. Clinton recently announced the 
security pro u a Urther 7 million dollars from the existing social 

grammes. 
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1.21. These are naturally mounting an unprecedented burden. 
on the working people, which is finding reflect10n m the growth 
of popular movements. Massive stnkes by the working class to 
defend their rights and position against these attacks have taken 
place during these three years. 

1.22. This growing resentment and discontent is also mamfest
mg itself m the elections in various countries. In the June 1994 
elections to the Euro Parliament, ruling rightists and cons&vative 
forces have lost ground. The ruling Tory Party in Britam lost 
14 seab. In Germany, the Christian Democratic Party got only 
40 per cent of the vote. In France, the ruling centre-right alliance 
manage~ only 25.5 per cent of the vote. In the Netherlands the 
ruling Christian Democratic Party lost one third of the seats. In the 
Congress10nal elections in the U.S., the ruling Democrats have 
lost both houses to the Republicans. In Japan, the LDP lost after 
decades of ruhng. In many capitalist countries, corruption 
scandals rocked the rulmg parties, leadmg to election routs as in 
Japan and Italy. 

1.23. On the other hand, social democrat and former Commu
nists have improved thetr standing. In Italy, though the nghtist 
neo-Nazi alliance captured 366 seats in the national parliament of 
630 but the PDS and the party of Communist refoundation Left 
alliance emerged close as the largest opposition party. Prior to 
this, the mumcipalities of all major cities in Italy were won by the 
Left with a big majonty. In Spain the Communist Party increased 
its percentage of vote in the Euro Parliament elections. The Party 
for Democratic Socialism of the former GDR won 30 seats in the 
recent elections and qualified for representation in the German 
Parliament, the Bundestag. 

l .24. Both these aspects put together, the growing strike and 
protest actions and the setbacks to the nght wing-rulmg parties in 
almost all the advanced capitalist countries, clearly shows the 
growing discontent amongst the people. Wherever the Left and 
Communist Parties are there in the forefront, channelising this 
discontent into progressive and democratic struggles, they have 
gained. 
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1.25. However, in the absence of a coherent and strong 
Communist-led Left movement, right-wing force~ are trymg to 
exploit the popular discontent to their political ad\ antage The 
growth of neo-fascist forces in France, Germany. and more so m 
Italy, shows that the period ahead, will be one of intense political 
struggle between the Right which seeks to exploit people's 
discontent for its advantage, and the Left which seeks _to defend 
people's nghts and advance them further. 

1.26. There is today a growing coordination between the Left 
and the Communist Parties all over Europe with renewed efforts 
at opposing both the European Union and the poltcies generating 
intensified exploitation at home. 

l.27. The intensification of this contradiction reflecting the 
internal crisis of capitalism, is manifesting itself in the attempt by 
imperialism and capitalism to emerge out of the crisis by shifting 
the burden on to the Third World countries through intensified 
~xploi_tation. This is also leading to increased conflicts between 
impenahst countries themselves as each tries to emerge from its 
own crisis at the exp~nse of the other. 

Inter-Imperialist Contradictions 

. 1.28·• Durmg the last three years, the process of regional 
mtegratwn has become· more manifest with each of the three 
capitalist cent~es-the USA, Germany and Japan-trying to 
consolidate theu positions. 

E 
1 
·29 · With the adoption of the Maastricht Treaty, the process of 

thur~pean ~nion has further advanced, which in essence aims at 
e mtegratJon of E . · u a . uropean monopoly capital and its assumme 

supranational eh · f 
ind· ·d . aracter undermining the national sovereignty 0 

1v1 ual nations Th. · I to 
ach · is expresses the need of monopoly capita 
anyienvet.a higl her degree of free movement without restriction by 

a iona par . . 
and soc· 1 icies of member countries in crucial economic 

1a sectors Th E . . · not confined t · . e uropean Union's authority is now 
o econom 1 1· · J military and f . Jc evers alone, but has extended to po JtJca · 

l.30 A ore1gn policy fields as well. 
· part from c · 

ment of capital reatmg conditions for the unhindered move-
across Europe facilitating MNCs expansion, such 
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an integration strengthens the position of European capital 
internationally, and within European capital that of the strongest 
economy, Germany. Politically, moves are also afoot for joint 
military commands within Europe threatening the U.S.-NATO 
domination which has existed so far. The USA, on the other hand, 
1s seeking to extend the domain of NATO beyond the borders of 
Western Europe. Though they have not been granted full 
membership of NATO, by end 1994, 22 states of Eastern Europe 
and the former Soviet Republics had joined the "Partnership for 
Peace" programme of NATO. 

1.31. But this process has been marked by conflicts amongst 
the European countries themselves. The lurking fear of a renewed 
German dommation with all its consequences is widely held 
in Europe. A referendum in Denmark recently rejected the 
Masstricht Treaty. The issue of a common European currency is in 
trouble with Britain's reservations. Even the commonly agreed 
Exchange Rate Mecham~m (ERM) had to be abandoned. 

1.32. A similar process is on m the American continent with 
the coming into effect of the NAFTA (North Atlantic Free Trade 
Agreement) between the USA, Canada and Mexico. Clinton has 
recently made it clear that this agreement will not be confined to 
the~e countries alone but is visualised to involve the whole 
western hemisphere by the year 2005. The USA has been the main 
beneficiary of such an agreement exploiting the cheap labour and 
raw material resources of Mexico and dumping its finished 
products in Canada. In J 993 alone, U.S. multinationals repatriated 
profits of 40 billion U.S. dollars from Mexico which is one-third 
of Mexico's total debt. The U.S. is trying in this process to 
re-establish its economy which has been relatively weakened 
during the last decade and more as compared to that of Japan 
and Germany. 

l.33. Japan has become the maJor economic power in Asia. 
With its strong economy and yen it has utilised more profitable 
overseas investments for increasing its profits. Between 1987 and 
1990 Japanese direct foreign mvestment in Asia increased 
dramatically from 2 to 8 billion U.S. dollars. Japanese investment 
in East Asia grew five-fold. As a result, its giant multinational 
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corporations have a greater production outside Japan than domesti
cally. Such dommation of Japanese capital and consequent 
dependence of many Asian countries, has poht1cal implications as 
well, strengthenmg Japan's position v1s-a-v1s the European Union 
and NAFfA. Efforts are on to formalise the APEC (Asia Pacific 
Economic Cooperation) as an economic trading bloc. 

1.34. These three centres are contending with each other for 
consolidating thelf relative economic positions. The conflicts 
have assumed a fresh dimension in the trade wars that are 
intensifying between these three centres. For example, Japan 
enjoys a 60 b1lhon dollar trade surplus which the U.S. wants to 
reduce by pressunsmg Japan to revalue its yen. Japan naturally 
is resisting this because its products would then become more 
expensive in international trade. Notwithstanding, Japan's yen 
has been continuously appreciating resulting in domestic 
problems of stagnation and recession while facilitating overseas 
investments since the latter is relatively cheaper. 

1.35. In the political sphere, this contradiction is reflected m 
many issues that have come to the fore dunng the last three years 
Even with regard to the invasion of Haiti France had come out m . . ' 
opposition, and again m Rwanda, France and U.S. differed In the 
unfo~unate situation in former Yugoslavia and the continued civil 
war m Bosnia, America and many European powers find 
themselves on opposite sides. 
. l .3~. In the period to come these contradictions are bound to 
intensify further. 

Contradiction between Imperialism and the Third World 
1.37. Notwithstand· h · d. · on th . mg t e mter imperialist contra 1ctmns, 

She question of exploitation of the Third World imperialism has 
own a certain d ' 

sett! . egree of unity. The G-7 regularly met not only to 
e economic aff · b . · · I d 

f · airs ut arnve at coordinated pohtrca an ore1gn pohcy p .. 
intensifi'cat ositions as well. This has manifested itself in the 

mn of th· · h 
period. In the is contradiction more rapidly d'unng .t 15 

itself in b th new favourable situation that imperialism finds 
.o ~~~ Thd 

World contmu t ic and political, pressures on the ir 
e o mount. 
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1.38. In the economic sphere, imperialism has succeeded in 
bringing together the GATI 1994 treaty and the establishment of 
the World Trade Organisation sorting out its internal differences. 
This treaty gives a legal licence to multinational corporations and 
imperialist capital to intensify the exploitation of the Third 
World economies and also to repatriate the profits thus made. 
The treaty imposes many domestic changes in the Third World 
countries that infringe upon their sovereignty and economic 
independence. 

1.39. These attempts go hand in hand with the continued 
!MF/World Bank domination over the Third World and their 
conditionalities which have resulted over the last decade in a 
negative transfr.J" of resources away from the Third World to the 
advanced capitalist world. According to the World Bank annual 
report, September 1994, there was a net outflow of 731 million 
U.S. dollars from all debtor countries in the first 6 months of 
1994. The World Bank's report on Africa (March 1994) admits 
that 20 of the 26 countries following IMF prescriptions have failed 
to improve their economies. The rest of the 6 will take at least 
30 years to eradicate poverty. The recent collapse of the Mexican 
economy is a classic example of the final outcome of the 
Fund/Bank ptescriptions. The Mexican peso was devalued by 
40 per cent; there was massive flight of capital and the heavily 
indebted country has had to mortgage its oil reserves to the U.S. 
and other creditors in order to get a $ 50 billion loan package. The 
working people have suffered a drastic erosion in their real wages. 
Increasingly, the IMF/World Bank dictated policies carried out by 
the ruling classes in Third World countries are intensifying the 
onslaughts on the people. The struggles of the working people of 
these countries against imperialism and their ruling classes are an 
important arena of revolutionary and democratic struggles at the 
present juncture. 

1.40. The GAIT treaty comes in the background of the already 
impoverished situation in the Third World. For instance, 61 per cent 
of the rural population in Latin America in 1994 lived below the 
poverty line (Economic Commission for Latin America). In Africa, 
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20 of the world's poorest countries recorded 5 per cent decline m 
Gross Domestic Product. According to the ILO report t 993 by the 
year 2000, 50 per cent of the world populatrnn wd! be forced to 
ltve under the poverty line. 

1.41. The total debt of the developmg world contmues to 
mount. The World Bank has estimated that the Thud World debt 
had increased to 1.66 trillion dollars by the end of 1992. This 
means an mcrease of 56 billion or 3.5 per cent over the prev10us 
year. The bank estimated an increase of another 6.5 per cent m 

1993, which means that the tendency of negative tramfer of 
resources 1s bound to intens1f y further. 

1.42. The so-called "end of the cold war" was trumpeted to 
result in lastmg peace in the world. Despite the dismantling of the 
Warsaw Pact, not only does the USA maintain NATO and rts 
military bases but its activities are also expanding. The so-called 
"peace dividend" that was expected to foJJow the 'end of the 
cold war' has been illusionary. From 1987 to 1994, armament 
expenditure fell by a whopping 935 billion. But as the World 
Development Report 1994 notes, "It is frustratmg that, just as 
social and human agendas were pushed aside at a time of rising 
mihtary budgets, they continue to be neglected even when 
military expenditures are being reduced". 

1 ·43· The GAIT agreement and the continued Bank/Fund 
strangl~hold that is growmg stronger is bound to impose further 
hardshlps on the millions in the Third World. The situation has 
already reached such a pass that the richest 20% of the world's 
population comers 87.4% of world's GNP, while the poorest 20% 
~ets a mere 1.4% (Human Development Report 1994). The 
mtens1ficatton f h. . . . . d 
l d 

0 t is contrad1ct10n m this background 1s boun to 
ea to unheard f · d 
virtu 1 II 0 increase in poveny, homelessness, misery an 

C a co apse of the health and food security of the Third World ountnes. 

l.44. Often the h 
Korea ·15 · expenence of East Asian countries ltke Soul 

, given as an . · · 
Seldom is ·t ex.ample of the success of 'liberahsauon 

I noted th t ll f 
State protecti a a these countries adopted a high degree 0 

on and intervention. Further their economic success 
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was preceded by land reforms under post-War occupation that 
liberated the productive forces in agriculture. 

1.45. In the political sphere, imperialism's hegemonistic desigm. 
are reflected blatantly in the military interventions, economic 
blockades and hijacking the U.N. secunty council. Following the 
Gulf war came the invasions in Somalia, Rwanda, Liberia and 
Hattt. Against Iraq, the USA is contmuing to impose its sanctions, 
inhuman in content, for furthering its interests. 

1.46. But protests agamst such interventions are also develop
ing all across the world. In Latin America, the Sau Paulo forum 
has ·brought together Left and progressive forces on the question 
of economic exploitation, debt and for social transformation. The 
armed uprising of the indigenous people of Mexico, in Chiapas, 
manifests the growing protests of the people against intensified 
1mpenahst exploitation. 

1.47. Though NAM's strength has been considerably weakened, 
the stand taken at the l Oth summit m Jakarta is significant. The 
North-South divisions have also found expression m vanous 
intematwnal conferences like the U.N.-sponsored Earth Summit 
in 1992, the Conference on Human Rights in Geneva m 1993, the 
Conference on Population and Development in Cairo in September 
1994 and the Social Development Summit in Copenhagen in 
March 1995. 

1.48. However, the strong movement~ that had emerged in 
the Third World countries in the form of NAM, League of 
Arab States etc. are generally losmg their anti-imperialist content 
and either stand paralysed or have been disrupted. In this 
situation, U.S. imperialism has been able to fmst its agreements 
on many national liberation movements. The PLO under American 
pressure, has been forced to come to a settlement with Israel 
without resolving the major issues involved and disregarding 
the U.N. resolutions asking for vacation of occupied Arab 
territories. As a result, PLO urnty has been affected with the 
Communist Party of Palestine and the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine deciding to disassociate from this 
agreement. Arab countries are being pressurised by the USA to 
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come to a settlement with Israel without solving the problems 
which led to the confrontation. They have succeeded m ropmg rn 
Jordan and are mounting pressures on Syna. These efforts are 
disrupting Arab unity. In fact, even on the question of lerusalem 
Israel l)as been intransigent and refusing to settle 1t Meanwhile, 
the barbaric destruction of areas of South Lebanon by Isr~el 

contmues, while the fate of the PaJestinian refugee~ has not yet 
been decided. 

1.49. In Northern Ireland the IRA which has been wagmg 
a struggle for British. withdrawal, has agreed to a ceasefire 
and negotiations with the British Government. While tlll5. may 
lead to a welcome respite from the armed conflicts it can only 
be hoped that the British occupation of Northern Ireland 
will cease. 

1.50. The U.N.~supervised elections in Cambodia have been 
successfully held. The understandmg between Sihanouk and 
Hun Sun ushered in a period of stability in the strife torn country 
But imperialism through Thailand continues to extend support to 
the rebels while looting the diamond rich area. 

l .51 .. In Latin American countries, progressive movements are 
regr~upmg to carry forward the struggles against U.S. impenahst 
dommatio~ and exploitation resisting the imperialist puppet 
r~gimes with tremendous sacrifices. In many of these countries, 
like ~l Salvador, in the present context, they are coming into 
negotiated settlements while retaining their base and influence tn 
their areas The u s · . . ne . · · · 1mpenahsm, however, continues to mterve 
in the Central a d L · d e n atm American countries to subvert the a vane 

. of the Left-wing forces. 
1.52. Prior to th 14 d d ·n . e th Congress imperialism succee e 1 

removing man . ' d 
M . Y progressive regimes in Africa like Eth10pia an 

ozamb1que Th" 
that of~ · 1.s process has continued. The recent case being 
the p 1 ~men. This blatant intervention in Africa also continues at 

o 1t1cal plane Th . t 
world situat· . · e U.S. imperialism is utilising the presen 

ton m orde b · to subm· · r to rowbeat many of these countries in 1ss10n. 
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I .53. In Western Sahara, the long standing U.N. referendum 
has not come into effect. Despite U.N. directives the process 1.., 
being thwarted by U.S. backed Morocco. 

1.54. However, despite all its efforts imperiali.<.m could not 
stop the forward march of the heroic South African people who 
achieved a great victory in the recently concluded elections. The 
assumpt10n of power by Nelson Mandela as President, represents 
the succes.-,ful culmination of the long, heroic and arduous struggle 
of the South African people led by the African National Congress 
of which the Communist Party 1s a part, against apartheid. South 
Africa so far, had been used as the imperiahst bulwark against the 
progressive movements m Southern Africa. With this historic 
tramformJt1on, imperialism has lost its vital foothold. In Angola 
and Mozambique, despite all efforts it has not been able to thwart 
the people's a.<.pirat10ns and have its writ run. In Angola, despite 
imperialist support to UNITA to thwart the democratic process, 
the MPLA has reg1'>tered a s1gnif1cant victory. In Namibia, 
SWAPO-led by Sam NuJoma has recently gained an impressive 
victory polling over 70% of the vote. 

1 .55. This victory m South Afnca has created confidence in 
the Afncan people and is a source of inspiration. But in the 
concrete situation the ANC had to form a government of 
reconciliation including De Klerk and Buthelezi. However, the 
levers of economic power in the hands of the white minority 
backed by imperialism, in the present world situation, are 
mounting pressure on the ANC. The great expectations of the 
masses remain to be fulfilled. This has created a difficult and 
complicated situation for the progressive forces. 

1.56. This period has also seen the rise of the forces of Islamic 
fundamentahsm. These forces disrupt the unity of the working 
people and the common struggle against imperialism. Funda
mentalism weakens the Left and democratic and progressive 
forces. The example of Algeria, Sudan, Egypt, Yemen, Turkey, 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh and other countries can be seen. 
Imperialism will intervene to utilise these forces to divert the 
attention of the people. 
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1.57. Notwithstanding these, however, conditions are growing 
for anti-impenahst struggles and sohdanty movements among the 
Third World countries. 

Former Socialist Countries 

1.58. The conclusions of our 14th Congress are vind1cated by 
the situat10n m the fonner sociahst countnes. That the re~toration 
of capitalism and market economy are not the solution to the 
people's problems has been dramatically brought out by a near 
complete erosion of the social security that the socialist system 
had provided these people. The living conditions have immensely 
declined. The consequent moral and cultural degeneration is 
evidently manifested. 

1.59 Imperialist intervention has been the most tragic and 
mhuman in fonner Yugoslavia. While it encourages and foments 
ethnic stnfe and consequent instability for its ends, 1mperiahsm 
has succeeded in dividing Yugoslavia into five separate entitles 
It is aimmg at further dividing it into nine. German designs are 
apparent in the dismemberment, and the conflict m Bosma 
continues heaping miseries and trauma on the people. 

l 60 .. The U.S. imperialism is pressunsing the former Soviet 
~epubhcs that have nuclear weapons to de-nuclearise. Further 11 

is enc~uraging ethnic and religious strife. In the Central Asian 
rep~bhcs, Islamic fundamentalism is threatening stability m the 
entire region. 

1 
·61 · In Yeltsin's Russia according to the World Bank, between 

1991 
and 1992, the per captta income declu ed by 17 per cent 10 

nominal tetm · e 
. s, m real terms it is much greater. The averag 

purchasing po · 42 d g 
wer is per cent of what it was in 1990. Accor m 

to the Russian J. I 40 r 
ce t f ouma Trud, 54 million Russians or nearly pe 

h n do the population live below the poverty line. The rouble 
as evalued d · h 

4 OOO ramatically. One U.S. dollar fetches more t an ' roubles. 
l .62. The Weste · f d 

Russia into h m ve.rs1on of democracy has trans orme 
Parliament ~u~d~thless autocratic regime of Yeltsin. Even the 

g was stormed and parliamentary democracy 
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suppressed in a brutal and bloody action in October 1993, clearly 
showing the real face of counter revolution. The popular protest~ 
in the meanwhile are also growmg. In the 1993 parliamentary 
elections, Yeltsm suffered a severe setback. In various parts of 
Russia, Communist rallies have now become a regular feature and 
are growmg in numbers. In the elections the Communist Party of 
the Rus~ian Federation along with allies, polled nearly 37 per cent 
of the votes. They are now m a position to influence the decisions 
of the Russian Parliament, the Duma, which has come into conflict 
with Yeltsin. The brutal armed conflict in Chechenya initiated 
by Yeltsm has heightened the regime's isolation. The Second 
and Thtrd Congresses of the Communist Party of the Russian 
Federation held during the period smce our l 4th Congress is a 
significant step for uniting the Communist and Leftist forces. At 
the same time, the growing popular discontent 1s being exploited 
by the nght react10nary forces as well with the rise of pro-fascist 
parties. Increasingly the struggle in Ru..,~ia is going to be between 
the Left and the Right with big ma.-.s mobih~at1on going in favour 
of the Communists and the Left. 

1.63. Similarly, m Ukraine and Byloruss1a, the former 
Communists have received big support from the people in the 
elections. In the other Republics of Lithuania, Latvia and 
Azerba1pn counter-revolutionary forces lost the elections. In 
Mongolia too the former Communists have gained. 

1.64. Significantly, in Hungary and Poland, former Communists 
have formed government after winnmg elections. Though Lech 
Walesa continues to be the President of Poland, he has ab-;olutely 
no control over parliament. In Bulgaria, the former Communists 
won a resounding victory in the recent elections. 

1.65. These developments, however, do not mean the 
restoration of Socialism in these countnes. As we noted in the 
l4th Congress the process is going to be prolonged and arduous. 

Some Developments in Some Socialist Countries 

1.66. In China, the l 4th Congress of the CPC held in October 
1992 had resolved to implement the process of developing a 
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1.57. Notwithstanding these, however, conditions are growing 
for anti-imperialist struggles and solidarity movements among the 
Third World countnes. 

Former Socialist Countries 

1.58. The conclusions of our l 4th Congress are vindicated by 
the situation in the former socialist countnes. That the restoratton 
of capitalism and market economy are not the solut10n to the 
people's problems has been dramatically brought out by a near 
complete erosion of the social secunty that the sociahst system 
had provided these people. The living conditions have immensely 
declined The consequent moral and cultural degeneration is 
evidently manifested. 

1.59. Imperialist intervention has been the most tragic and 
inhuman in former Yugoslavia. While it encourages and foments 
ethnic strife and consequent instability for its ends, 1mpenahsm 
has succeeded in dividing Yugoslavia into five separate enttt1es 
It is aiming at further dividing it into nine. German designs are 
apparent m the dismemberment and the conflict in Bosnia 

· continues heaping miseries and tr~uma on the people. 
l.60. The U.S. imperialism is pressurising the former Soviet 

~epublics that have nuclear weapons to de-nucleanse. Further it 
is encouraging ethnic and religious strife. In the Central Asian 
republics, Islamic fundamentalism is threatening stab1hty in the 
entire region. 

1.61 · In Yeltsin's Russia according to the World Bank, between 
1991 and 1992 h · · t m 't e per capita mcome declir ed by 17 per cen 
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suppressed in a brutal and bloody action in October 1993, clearly 
showing the real face of counter revolution. The popular protesb 
m the meanwhile are also growing. In the 1993 parhamentary 
elections, Yeltsm suffered a severe setback. In vanous parts of 
Rus~ia, Commumst rallies have now become a regular feature and 
are growmg in numbers. In the elections the Communist Party of 
the Rus~ian Federation along with alhes, polled nearly 37 per cent 
of the votes. They are now m a position to influence the decisions 
of the Rus~ian Parliament, the Duma, which has come into conflict 
with Yeltsm. The brutal armed conflict m Chechenya initiated 
by Yeltsin has heightened the regime's isolation. The Second 
and Third Congresses of the Commumst Party of the Russian 
Federation held durmg the period since our 14th Congress is a 
significant step for umtmg the Communist and Leftist forces. At 
the same time, the growing popular discontent is bemg exploited 
by the right reactionary forces as well with the rise of pro-fascist 
parties. Increasingly the struggle m Ru~~ia is gomg to be between 
the Left and the Right with big ma~s mob1h~at10n gomg m favour 
of the Commumsts and the Left. 

1.63. Similarly, in Ukraine and Bylorussia, the former 
Commumsts have received big support from the people in the 
elections. In the other Republics of Lithuania, Latvia and 
Azerbaijan counter-revolutionary forces lost the elections. In 
Mongolia too the former Communists have gamed. 

1 .64. Significantly, in Hungary and Poland, former Communists 
have formed government after winning elections. Though Lech 
Walesa continues to be the President of Poland, he has absolutely 
no control over parliament. In Bulgaria, the former Communis;s 
won a resounding victory in the recent elections. 

1.65. These developments, however, do not mean the 
restoration of Socialism in these countries. As we noted in the 
l 4th Congress the process is going to be prolonged and arduous. 

Some Developments in Some Socialist Countries 

1.66. In Chma, the 14th Congress of the CPC held in October 
1992 had resolved to implement the process of developing a 
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"socialist market economy" to further economic growth and 
development. The Gross Domestic Product in Chma for the year 
1993-94 increased at 13 .4 per cent over the previous year 
surpassmg the planned growth rate of 8 per cent. Foreign trade 
contmues to expand with an increase in the total value of imports 
and exports by 18.2 per cent over 1992. It has today a huge trade 
surplus with the United States of America. 

1.67. The CPC has all along reiterated that these reforms are 
initiated with the firm adherence to the four cardinal prmc1ples 
(adherence to the socialist road, Marxism-Lemmsm-Mao Zedong 
thought, people's democratic dictatorship and the leadership of 
the Communist Party) and that the new soc10-econom1c 
imbalances that may arise due to such rapid growth will be 
resolved within this framework. We hope that these reforms 
would further strengthen Socialism in China. 

1.68. In Vietnam, the mid-term national conference of the 
Communist Party held in January 1994 has charted out the task set 
forth for the coming period. As per the document of the 
conference, Vietnam has recorded signal achievements. InflatJOn 
~as been pushed back from 67 per cent from 1991 to 5.2 per cent 
m 1993. The GDP has increased by 7.2 per cent on an yearly 
average surpassing the target of the 5-Year Plan of 5 .5 to 6 per 
cent. Both agricultural and industrial production have surpassed 
the targets. 

l.69· In Cuba, despite the most adverse of circumstances, the 
Pany'~ 4th Congress held in 1992 has demonstrated the deter· 
mmatton of th p · · les e arty and the people to uphold soc1ahst pnncip 
and defend the socialist system. Overcoming the utmost 
provocations d · · Id n 
t S . . an cnmmal blockade, Cuba has steadfastly he 0 
o ociahsm. 

1.70. The DPRK · · d ve-lo • pursumg a sovereign and self-rehant e pment has a h' . d 
shelt d c ieved self-sufficiency in food, clothing an 

er an overco · d" USA on the in t II mmg 1fficulties being imposed by the 
s a ation of 1 CJ 

Likew· L . nuc ear generators, has been advancm0 

ise, aos is try· d ss 
through reforms. mg to overcome its acute backwar ne 
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Future Direction 
1.71. As a result of all these developments, the situat10n in 

the international Communist movement which was characterised 
by disarray at the time of our 14th Congress is giving way to a 
process of regrouping and regeneration. The Italian Party wh1~h 
had abandoned the name Communist and the red flag saw within 
a year an influential section of more than a third of the former 
party regrouping to form the Italian Party for Communist 
Refoundation, and reasserting the relevance and adherence to the 
revolutionary tenets of Marxism. Likewise in many European 
countries, the resurgence of the Communist Parties and move
ments notably in Spain, Portugal, France, Greece has also resulted 
in the beginning of co-ordination between the parties at the 
European level. In Latin America Communist Parties met to 
chalk out joint strategies for resisting impenalist imposition 
of NAFfA. Likewise the electoral victory of Communists in 
Nepal signifies a step forward. The international seminar on 
Marxism hosted by the CPl(M) in 1993 at Calcutta provided 
an opportunity for Commum~t Parties from around the world to 
reaffirm the relevance of Marxism in the contemporary world 
and to assert that the distortions that occurred in the building 
of Socialism do not constitute a negation of the theory of 
Marxism-Leninism. As the capitalist crisis deepens and with 
the intensification of the four fundamental contradictions, the 
Communist and Left-wing forces based on the revolutionary 
tenets of Marxism-Leninism are bound to march forward. But 
as the 14th Congress noted, "the national and social liberation 
process of the people has been irregular, complex and wilJ take a 
long time to complete". 

1.72. In this international situation to face the imperialist 
offensive, we must heighten our solidarity with sociahst countries, 
with the people bf the Third World in their struggles to defend 
independence and social transformation and with the working 
people's struggles in the capitalist countries. The CPI(M) is 
pledged to fulfill its internationalist duties by mobilising all 
sections of the Indian people in the struggle against imperialism. 
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. NATIONAL SITUATION 

2.1. The l 4th Congress noted that the country was m for a 
period of political instability. In a short time the country had had 
to face two general elections with no party gettmg a maJOnty 
Even in the 1991 elecuons, the Congress(!) could not get a 
majority. Later on, they managed a maJonty by organising 
defections. Such an acquired maJonty has not, however, prevented 
the erosion of Its support. It has become clear that the Congress(!) 
has lost the monopoly of power. The Party Congress had noted 
"This marked a significant break from the long period of one
party dominance". The rout suffered by the Congress(!) in Andhra 
Pradesh and Karnataka and the results of subsequent assembly 
elections confirm the trend that the Congress(I) 1s increasingly 
getting isolated from the people. 

2.2. The 14th Congress had concluded: "In the coming days 
the new economic policies are going to worsen the situation for all 
sections of the working people. These will aggravate the contradic· 
hon between the ruling party dnd the people. The growing 
d~scontent will be sought to be diverted by the BJP and other 
disruptive forces into divisive channels. It has to be the foremost 
e~deavour of the CPI(M) and other Left and democratic forces to 
direct this discontent into democratic channels by ceaseless!) 
strug~ling and mobilising in defence of the interests of the 
~orkmg class and toiling people.'' The analysis and direcuon 
~iven by the 14th Congress has proved correct. It gave a call to 
efeat the Congress(!) and the BJP and to strengthen the Left 

democratic and secular forces. 

Main Events s· h mce t e Last Congress 
2

·d
3
· The_ three years since the l 4th Congress have witnessed a 

rap1 stepping f h eh 
have 1 d up 0 the economic policies initiated in 1991 w 1 

e to an unp . nty Step b recedented threat to our econom1c sovereig 
Y step variou d up to fo · s sectors of the economy have been opene reign finance · ha~ 

proved a b capital. Deregulation of the economy f 
onanza for th I . . I g o the public e ndian monopolists. The d1smant m 
sector and c t · . All these u s m pubhc expenditure goes on. 
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have resulted in an all-round attack on the working class and 
to1hng sections of the people. The resistance to the new economic 
policies of the Narasimha Rao Government has been intensified 
in the face of this onslaught. Four general strikes in a four-year 
period illustrate this widening and growing resistance. 

2.4. These economic policies have had their impact on India's 
foreign policy, with its non-aligned content being eroded. The 
penod witnessed growing U.S. pressures on India for signing the 
NPT and for curbing India's rocket and missile programmes. The 
struggle against imperialism and in defence of India's sovereignty 
assumes great sigmficance in this context. 

2.5. The warning of the 14th Congress about the growing 
danger of the communal forces proved correct. The demolition of 
the Babri Masj1d on 6th December 1992 and the widespread 
communal riots unleashed by this event were a serious onslaught 
on secular values. The Congress(!) Government miserably failed 
to fulfill its constitutional duty. Aggressive majority communalism 
vitiated the democratic atmosphere. The BJP/RSS/VHP combine, 
however, suffered a setback in the five assembly elections held in 
the northern states in November 1993. The Rao Government 
continues with a policy of vacillation and compromise with 
communalism as seen in Its efforts to resolve the Ayodhya dispute 
by promi~ing to build the temple. The minorities were largely 
alienated from the Central Government and the forces of funda
mentalism have been trying to grow based on the acute discontent 
among the Muslim commumty. The period saw a widespread 
anti-communal campaign by pnmarily the Party and the Left 
forces drawing in other secular forces also. Though immediately 
checked in its advance to power at the Centre, the strength of the 
BJP combine remains and requires to be continuously fought. 

2.6. The continuing secessiomst and extremist violence in 
Kashmir is the most serious threat to nat10nal unity. The Pakistani 
ruling classes are openly organising and equipping the armed 
groups and this has strained the relations between the two 
neighbours enabling imperialism to play one country against the 
other. In the North-East the separatist activities and terrorist 
groups remain a chronic problem. The ruling party refuses to deal 
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with the basic cause of these movements which is the failure of 
the Centre to protect the identity of these people and to provide 
them with sufficient autonomy. 

2.7. Due to the capitalist path, there is uneven development of 
various states and regions of the country. Many areas have 
remained very backward without any scope of employment and 
improvement of economic life. Where some industrial develop
ment has taken place, the benefits have been denied to the people 
of that region. The refusal of the government to tackle these 
problems is leading to movements for separate .states within the 
Indian Union, and such movements are backed by parties like 
the BJP and other bourgeois-landlord parties. The demand for 
restructuring Centre-State relations has assumed urgency. The 
refusal to give the states more powers is aggravating the situation 
and encouraging fissiparous tendencies. 

2.8. Economic liberalisation has unleashed a shocking level 
of corruption. It has become institutionalised and is brazenly 
practised. The multi-crore securities scam, the fraudulent disinvest
m~nt of public sector unit shares and the sugar scandal illustrate 
this d~ge~eration. There is no accountability of ministers even 
when md1cted by enquiry reports. The Congress(!) Government 
has become synonymous with the loot of public funds. 

2·9: Since the last Party Congress there has been a greater 
assertion by the dalits and backward castes for social justice and 
for _an end to caste discrimination. This has manifested itself in 
~00 . . 

s anti-caste platforms and the demand for implementing 
reservations H . · n · owever, the penod also saw narrow sectana 
appeals based on t · · · · and 

d. . cas e as a vehicle for electoral mob1hsatJon to 1v1de the · t 
. unity of the working people These forces do no 
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sition fo · · al Front. The rtnations like the Janata Dai and the Nation 

re Were furth 1- · · al er spits in the Janata Dai, riven by faction 
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and personality differences. The crisis and incessant sphts under
line the fact that the bourgeois opposition parties cannot maintdin 
their unity for long without havmg a coherent socio-economic 
programme. 

2.11. It is in this context that a stepped up effort for Left 
mtervenuon took place. The nationwide campaigns launched 
by the Left parties culminated in the three-week-long civil 
disobedience movement m August-September 1994, which saw 
the maximum mass part1cipat10n ever in such a sustained 
programme. The period saw more coordinated and expanded 
united Left actions. This helped in forging wider umty as seen in 
the emergence of the National Platform of Mass Organisations 
and the widespread stnke struggles and protest actions un
leashed by it. 

2.12. The Left alone has put up consistent and firm resistance 
to the new economic policies. This has led to intensification of the 
attacks on the Left by the rulmg party at the Centre against the 
Left strongholds of West Bengal, Kerala and Tripura These have 
been met successfully and the victory in the Tripura elect10ns after 
the severe repress10n there has strengthened the Left and 
enhanced its prestige all over the country. 

2.13. The crisis of the bourge01s-landlord order is manifested 
m an acute form in the attacks on the institutions under the 
Constitution. Parliament is often treated with contempt by the 
rulmg party. The rapid decline in democratic norms is also seen in 
the rampant police excesses against ordinary citizens, especially 
the poor, a sharp increase in atrocities on women, adivasis and 
dahts and the nse of mafia gangs which have become a common 
phenomenon. The rank commercialisation and consumensm 
fostered by the policies of liberahsat1on have intensified the 
moral decay and eroded the credibility of the institutions of 
the State. 

2.14. A significant development has been the solidarity 
movement with Cuba. True to the proletanan internationalist out
look, our Party took the initiative in developing the solidarity 
movement through the Cuba Solidarity Committee. It succeeded 
in making mass collections throughout the country involving all 
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with the basic cause of these movements which is the failure of 
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and personality differences. The cns1s and incessant sphts unde.r
line the fact that the bourgeois opposition parties cannot mamtam 
their unity for long without havmg a coherent socio-economic 
programme. 

2.11. It is in this context that a stepped up effort for Left 
mtervent1on took place. The nationwide campaigns launched 
by the Left parties culmmated in the three-week-long civil 
disobedience movement in August-September 1994, which saw 
the maximum mass participation ever in such a sustained 
programme. The period saw more coordinated and expanded 
umted Left actions. This helped in forging wider unity as seen in 
the emergence of the National Platform of Mass Organisations 
and the widespread strike struggles and protest actions un
leashed by it. 

2.12. The Left alone has put up consistent and firm resistance 
to the new economic pohcies. This has led to mtensificat1on of the 
attacks on the Left by the rulmg party at the Centre against the 
Left strongholds of West Bengal, Kerala and Tripura. These have 
been met successfully and the victory in the Tnpura elections after 
the severe repression there has strengthened the Left and 
enhanced its prestige all over the country. . 

2.13. The cnsis of the bourgeois-landlord order is manifested 
m an acute form in the attacks on the institutions under the 
Constitution. Parliament is often treated with contempt by the 
ruling party. The rapid decline in democratic norms is also seen in 
the rampant police excesses against ordinary citizens, especially 
the poor, a sharp increase in atrocities on women, adivasis and 
dalits and the rise of maf1a gangs which have become a common 
phenomenon. The rank commercialisation and consumensm 
fostered by the policies of liberalisation have intensified the 
moral decay and eroded the credibility of the institutions of 
the State. 

2.14. A significant development has been the solidarity 
movement with Cuba. True to the proletarian internationalist out
look, our Party took the initiative in developing the solidarity 
movement through the Cuba Solidarity Committee. It succeeded 
in makmg mass collections throughout the country involving all 
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sections of our people and succeeded m sending a shipload of 
foodgrams and other goods to Cuba worth Rs. 50 mtlhon a~ an 
expression of solidarity. 

Economic Situation 
2.15. The economic policies adopted by the Naras1mha Rao 

Government have been nakedly pro-nch and beneficial to b~ 
busmel!s and foreign capital. They constitute a total reversal of the 
basis of India's self-reliant development. Begmning with the 
acceptance of the IMF-World Bank structural adJUStmen 
programme, the Rao Government embarked upon the d1smantl nf 
of the pu~hc sector and large-scale privatisation; deregulated the 
economy and removed all checks on monopoly houses; openedur 
the economy to foreign capital in all sectors; and under IMF· 
World Bank dictates cut pubhc investment and public expenditure 
in a big way. 

2.16. L1beralisat1on has resulted in a bonanza for foreign 
capital and Indian big business. In the name of st1mulaun1 
growth, the corporate sector has been given big tax concessIOni 
and foreign companies have been given even more fac1ht1es than 
Indian firms m certam areas. Such measures have not helped the 
economy which has witnessed stagnation, a sharp escalat10n n 
~he rate of surplus value and the curtailment of productile 
mvestment which is going to affect future growth. The Grosi 
Domestic Product which grew at an annual average rate of 5 3q 
dunng 1981-91, saw an average growth rate of only 3% m the last 
\hree years. Agriculture has had an annual growth rate of abou 

°hfo dunng the last three years and the corresponding growth rate 
o industry w 201 . h been as , 70. This ummpress1ve performance as 
recorded at h · d at 
Rs 2 83 OOo a igh pnce. The total external debt stoo 
at· ' ' crores by the end of 1993. The internal debt standi 

an enormou R 4 
2_ 17 Th s s.. ,83,545 crores. 

the urb. e benefits of these pernicious pohcies have accrued to 
an and rural · h t the 

needs of th rte ·The whole pohcy is geared to mee 
e top ten p k t the1 provide Th R er cent of the population and the mar e 

busines~ bo~ ao Government's policies are shaped by the btf 
ies such as CII, flICI and ASSOCHAM. The ne 
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profits earned by 1,200 large pnvate sector companies ro~e by 
83% m 1993-94, higher than m any other Asian country. The 
d1~mvestment of shares m the public sector units has led to public 
a~~eb bemg sold at scandalously cheap rates and causing a loss of 
R-;. 12,000 crores to the government in the first three rounds. 
Income mequalit1es have grown rapidly during the last three years 
while the direct taxes on the rich have been reduced. The ongoing 
new economic policies have heightened uneven development, 
with delicensmg and deregulation leading to the neglect of 
back ward states and regions for infrastructural and industrial 
mvestments. 

2.18. The economic policies have led to severe reverses for 
md1genous development of science and technology. In the name 
of globalisation and integrating with the world economy, the 
substantial progress m development of indigenous infrastructure 
is being systematically dismantled. The opening of the power 
sector to foreign capital is bemg done m such a manner a~ to 
undermine the BHEL which can provide power eqmpment at 
significantly cheaper rates than the imported equipment. 
Pnvat1sat1on has meant the curtailment of the indigenous research 
and development programmes with the import liberah5at1on of all 
types of goods. The opening of the infrastructure and core areas 
to foreign capital further undermines the indigenous pace of 
development. The new policy in power, oil, mining and tele
communication will harm the development of indigenous 
technology apart from heavy co~t of profit outflow due to highly 
inflated capital costs. The new power policy has led to notonou5 
agreements like the ENRON project at Dabhol; power tariff~ will 
~hoot up and affect the consumers and the farmer~ in a big way. 
The opening up of the financial sector is fraught with serious 
consequences. Already pnvatisat1on and entry of foreign banks 
in the bankmg sector 1s proceedmg apace; the insurance sector is 
targeted next. 

2.19. The generous concessions given to foreign capital have 
led to further penetration of the Indian consumer goods market by 
foreign companies and the takeover of indigenous companies. 
Foreign capital has grown rapidly with the dismantling of FERA 
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and the scrapping of the 40 per cent ce1lmg on shareholdings. 
Import hberahsation across the board has helped the foreign multi
national companies to capture the domestic market and export 
performance has not shown any breakthrough. The increased 
exports are in primary commodities. This is the pattern sought to 
be imposed by the GATT agreement which the Rao Government 
has signed. The GATI treaty may lead to more exports of 
agricultural commodities while opening the domestic market for 
manufactured goods and services from the advanced cap1tahst 
countnes. The acceptance of the GATT terms and the pre
cond1t1on for entering the World Trade Organisation reqmres the 
amendment of the Indian Patent Law which will senously affect 
indigenous research and technology and entail an enormous 
increase m the pnce of medicines for the people. The big 
bourgeoisie is by and large united behmd the Rao Government's 
economic reforms, as they have been the major beneficiaries. But 
sections of the medium and small bourgeoisie have been 
adversely affected by liberalisation. Even sect10ns of the big 
bourgeoisie are coming mto conflict with specific policies 
favouring foreign capital. 

2.20. The nature of foreign investment flows into India show 
~hat the bulk of foreign funds is not coming in for productive 
investment but into the stock market. The 19 billion dollars 
foreign exchange reserve boasted of by the Rao Government 
actually comprises nearly two-thirds of 'hot-money' which can 
~ow out of the country at any time depending on the speculative 
mterest of the foreign financial institutions. The huge foreign 
exchange reserves do not represent success for the new economic 
Pohcy but · ct· · . m tcate its big failure. This foreign exchange is 
not bemg used for any productive investment. Instead, the 
government has to pay interest on this amount which is higher 
than w_hat ~hese foreign funds will get abroad. In short, the foreign 
financial mstitut b . · . ions Y keeping their funds here are gaming 
more while the c . 
. ountry does not benefit from any productive mvestment. 

2.21. The liberal' t' . 
led . isa ton pohcy and the privatisation dnve have 

to creation of u 1 nemp oyment through large-scale destruction 
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of ex1stmgJobs and blocking avenues for employment generation. 
The severe cut-back in public investment and expenditure has 
reduced future employment potential. The Rao Government is 
committed to an exit policy to please the foreign investors. Apart 
from the tens and thousands of jobt'i eliminated in the public 
sector, the type of investment flowing into the elitist consumer 
goods sector with its stress on high technology is not leading to 
the creation of new jobs. The workers of closed factories, the 
handloom weavers, the artisans and women workers are all facing 
joblessness and poverty. Especially affected are workers in 
small-scale industrial units which have closed down in their 
thousands. Latest statistics show a drop in employment in the 
Central Government establishments by 4.6% between 1992 and 
1994. By the end of the Eighth Five Year Plan, there will be a 
backlog of 42 million jobs instead of the 15 to 20 million 
envisaged earlier. 

2.22. The government has failed to check inflation by its fiscal 
pohcies. The rate of inflation as per the index number of wholesale 
prices was 13.6% dunng 1991-92, 7 .0% during 1992-93 and 
l 0.8% during 1993-94. During 1994-95, the inflat10n rate is still 
in double digits. This mflation is takmg place despite good harvest 
and foreign exchange reserves which shows that it is a deliberate 
policy to increase the rate of surplus value through price hikes and 
subsidy reducing measures. A series of sharp increases in 
administered prices, usually on the eve of the Union Budgets have 
imposed heavy burdens on the common people by raising the 
prices of petrol, coal, railway and freight fares, sugar and 
foodgrams issued through the pubhc d1stnbut10n system. 

2.23. The worst victim of the !MF-World Bank dictates is the 
public distribution system. In order to cut the food subsidy, the 
government has been increasing the issue price of all foodgrain~ 
and other essential commodities along with hikes in the 
procurement prices. In the name of targeting the recipients of the 
PDS to the poorest sections, the network has been shrunk. The 
prices of foodgrains in the PDS have been brought up to the level 
of the open market prices to discourage those who need cheap 



262 Documents of The Communist Movement in India 

food. As a result, the foodgram stocks with the government have 
expanded to 38 million tonnes with the offtake by the PDS 
drastically reduced because of lack of demand. The ab-.ence of 
cheap foodgrams coupled with the loss of employment-generating 
act1v1t1es has led to a situation of extreme depnvat1on and even 
starvation-related deaths amongst the most vulnerable sect10ns, 
mamly the tnbal people. The pnce of nee and wheat through the 
fair pnce shops has almost doubled in the last three years For 
instance, the price ofrice which was Rs. 3.77 per kg. in 1991, has 
risen to Rs. 6 90 per kg. in 1994. In the case of wheat, 1t has 
increa1ted from Rs. 2.80 per kg. to Rs. 4.27 per kg. in the same 
period As for sugar, the phenomenal pnce rise in the open market 
led to sugar being sold at Rs. 18.00 per kg. m mid-1994. The poor 
have been the worst affected as the pnces of foodgrains have 
mcrea"ed the most among all other e~sential commodities. 

2.24. The agranan policy pursued during the last three year~ 
has consciously sought to benefit the landlords and the rich 
peasants. High procurement prices have .benefited the upper 
sections while the plight of the poor peasants and the agricultural 
labourers has detenorated. Substantial sections of the landlords 
and the nch peasants are look mg forward to increased benefits 
from the ltberahsat1on policies, but the bulk of the peasantry and 
the agricultural labourers who have borne the brunt of reduction 
~n public investment, rise in fertiliser price, the cost of other 
mputs and lack of availability of cheap credit have suffered In 
certam areas where irrigation facilities exist, the phenomenon of 
landlords and the rich peasants leasing in land from the poor 
peas.ants has become widespread. The emphasis on mvestment in 
horticulture and agro-processing commodities is leadmg to 
stagnant. growth m foodgrams production. The multinational 
corpora~ions in agn-business are setting up farms for seeds 
production and for export of agricultural products. In the coastal 
areas extensive praw f · . . · d J f " n arming 1s leading to degradat10n an ass 
0 

agncultural land. This coupled with the impact of the GATf 
treaty will lead to · f 

. a serious threat to food security in a couple o 
years with the shift t . . 

. 0 commercial crops and exports by the ncher 
sections. At the sa f . . I 

me 1me, fluctuations m the prices of commerc1a 
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crops are cau~ing tremendous hard~hips for the ~m..ill pe..i~..int~ 

The export of items such as pubes, 001011~ and foodgr..iin~ 1~ 

pmhmg up pnce~ in the dome~tic market for consumers. 
2.25. In~tead of ensuring the implementation of land reform~ 

ba~ed on ex1stmg laws, the economic liberalt~at1on ha!-. led to not 
Just non-implementation, as m the pa~t. but demands for relaxation 
of ce1ltng laws in the name of allowmg business houses to buy 
land for mdu!-ttrial purposes or for commercial agnculture. The 
Congre~~(I) Government in Mahara~htra has already amended the 
land laws in this d1rect10n. The curt..i1lment of the publtc d1~tnbu
t10n system and rural poverty programmes have htt hard the poor 
peasanb, agncultural labourers, women and artisans in the rural 
..ireds. The entry of foreign and Indian big business into the f 1~hing 
sector and thetr U!-te of mechant!-.ed trawlers has led to loss of 
livelthood for thousands of fishermen and women. 

Alternate Policy 
2.26. All through the penod since the 1mplementdtion of the 

economic pohc1es, the government ha~ ~ought to propagate the 
myth that there is no alternative to the pohcy of the so-called 
'globahsation'. From 1991, the CPI(M) and the Left force~ have 
outlined an alternative path of development which preserves 
national sovereignty and at the same time opens the way for all
round economic development. The alternative approach calls for 
rai~ing domestic resources by increasrng direct taxes mcluding 
corporate, income, wealth and gift taxes and reduction in 
rnessenttal government expenditure so that there can be greater 
publtc investment and expenditure. The loopholes rn the tax 
laws should be plugged and the tax evaded, running into 
thou~and~ of crores of rupees, must be recovered. Black money 
should be curbed through punitive measures. Those who have 
benefited the most, the monopoly houses and the landlord, 
should pay wealth tax. Such measures will reduce the revenue 
and fiscal deficits and reverse the trend of relying on indirect 
taxes and administered price hikes. The industnal policy 
should streamline the public sector to play its key role while 
adopting a technology policy which encourages indigenous 
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technology and imports advanced technology m areas required 
by national priorities. 

'f.27. This alternative path requires implementation of radical 
land reforms and rural employment guarantee schemes which can 
expand the domestic market; a significant mcrea<>e in publtc 
investment in agnculture for generating higher agricultural 
growth; a public distnbution system, which covers 14 essential 
commodities, to be expanded to all areas rn the country. There has 
to be an expansion of pnmary education, literacy and health 
services for the people. For implementing these measures, there 
has to be greater decentralisation of powers and larger devolution 
of financial resouces from the Centre to the states and down to the 
panchayat level. 

2 28 The measures outlined above for an alternative path 
debunks the charge that the Left wants a return to the old 
Congress model of development worked out in the f1ft1es. It seeks 
a change but not on the path dictated by international finance 
capital. The CPI(M) is also not advocating closing the economy to 
the world. It wishes the entry of technology and foreign capital 
according to the prionties of national development. 

Foreign Policy 

2.29. The 14th Congress resolut10n had warned that with "the 
Naras1mha Rao Government getting deeper into the !MF/World 
Bank quagmire, the pressures to shift and change the foreign 
pohcy have mounted". This warning is being vindicated now. 
In~tead of the Rao Government making efforts to revive the non
ahgned movement and strengthening South-South cooperation, it 
sent troops to Somalia in the civil war to subserve the interests of 
~.S. imperialism. Recently, it offered to send soldiers to Haiti 
10 the name of mamtainmg peace after the American intervention. 
In the world fora ·t · · · Th. d 

I is not seen championing the cause of the If 

:?rid countries. Defence cooperation between U.S and India is 
ei.n~ stepped up with regular joint military exercises and 

trammg programm J . 
es. omt steering committees for army-to-army 

cooperation have b 
Th . . een extended to the naval and air forces. 

e military ~ollaborat1on with the USA as formafo.ed in the 
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Indo-U.S. Defence Cooperation Agreement has dangerous implica
tions for India's security interests and foreign policy. The 
Rao Government has stopped talking of the U.S. military base in 
Diego Garcia stocking nuclear weapons. 

2.30. The USA has mounted sustained pressures to force India 
to sign the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty or a regional 
multi-lateral treaty on proliferation; it got Russia to cancel the 
agreement to sell cryogenic rocket engines to India and imposed 
sanctions on ISRO. Further, the U.S. and G-7 countries have been 
pressurising India not to proceed with the Agni long-range and 
Prithvi short-range missile programmes. 

2.31. However, it is not possible for the government to bring 
about a complete shift in foreign policy because of the compulsions 
of the present international situation. Certain issues like Kashmir 
force it not to submit fully to the dictates of imperialism. This is 
proved by the fact that simultaneously, it is trying to strengthen its 
relations with China, Russia and Vietnam. It is important for the 
Left and democratic forces to fight against the shift toward 
imperialism and ensure that India's foreign policy retains its non
aligned content. This is necessary to ward off the imperialist 
pressures on Third World countries including India. 

Developments Regarding Neighbouring Countries 

2.32. China: There is further improvement in relations with 
China which is of great significance. Relations have developed in 
the economic sphere not only in respect of trade but also joint 
collaboration in certain areas. The visit of the Indian Prime 
Minister to China, the exchange of visits of many dignitaries and 
the agreements signed, go to indicate the determination of both 
countries to further improve relations. Agreement has been reached 
on the withdrawal of forces from the line of actual control. On the 
issue of Kashmir, China has declared that this is a bilateral issue 
with Pakistan and should be settled between the two countries 
under the terms of the Shimla Accord. There is a realisation 
among both the countries of the need to go forward in improving 
all-round ties. This will help in strengthening economic relations 
and resisting imperialist pressures. 
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2.33. Sn Lanka: The last Party Congress shc.lrply cnt1c11,ed 
the pohcy of President Premadasa which proved adver~e for 
mutual relauons between India and Sn Lanka and 1b refu1,al 
to resolve the problems of the T<lmil populJtlon there. This 
year there has been a change in the government and a new 
favourable s1tuat10n has emerged with the victory of the People's 
Alliance, with Chandnka Kumaratunga as the President Jnd 
Mrs. Bandarna1ke becoming the Pnme Mm1ster. It will help m 
1mprovmg relations between India and Sn Lanka as well as 
fmding a solution to the Tarml problem within the frJmework of 
Sn Lankan unity. Some talks with the LTTE have alre<ldy begun 
m this dJrect1on. 

2.34. Pakistan: The relations with Pakistan have worsened. 
The ruling classes of Pakistan are making Kashm1r the central 
pomt. Both the major parties in Pakistan are vymg with each other 
to highlight this issue and 012enly state that, they will continue to 
mtervene m Kashmlf. By this they intend to divert the discontent 
of the people. The Pakistan Government is openly helpmg 
infiltrators who are not only of Ka~hmin origin but also AfghJn 
muJahidm who were earlier used in Afghanistan. Despite India's 
d1plomat1c efforts, Pakistan has succeeded in rallying the Islamic 
countnes behind its policy, ,even though India has strong 
economic relations with most of them. With the present policy 
pursued by the government on Kashmir it is not easy to foil the 
efforts of Pakistan to internat1onahse the issue. We should combat 
Jtngo1shc efforts at rousmg hatred against the Pakistani people 
and stress the necess11 y of 1mprovmg relations between the two 
countnes even while C)mbatmg interference in Kashmir. 

2.35. Afghanistan: In the last Party Congress it was noted 
that Pakistan, backed by the USA, was trymg to sabotage the 
Gen~va agreern~nt on Afghanistan; ultimately they succeeded m 
domg so and this resulted in the total disruption of unity among 
t~e people of Afghanistan. For the last two and half years 
different groups which 1. · · l h were ear 1er ranged against the NaJibul a 
Godvehmrnent, are fighting each other. The efforts of Pakistan 
an t e USA to b · b 
. .1 . nng a out an agreement have failed to end the 

c1v1 war Neither u N · 
· · · intervention not Pakistan's efforts have 
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succeeded m bringing peace. There are many ethmc nat1on<lht1es 
livmg m Afghamstan and there 1s every danger of dismtegrat1on 
of Afgham~tan into different tnbal regimes. The U.S. and 
Pakistan have succeeded in destroying the umty of the Afghan 
people and thetr policy has led to large-scale destruction and 
killing. India has to contmue to work for the unity of Afghamstan 
and to defeat the game of imperialism. 
, 2.36. BanRladesh: The people of Bangladesh had won a big 
victory agamst the authoritarian rule of Ershad and by the 
restorat10n of parliamentary democracy. However, the hopes 
raised for strengthening of seculamm have been belied. 
Unfortunately, the present government has curbed democratic 
rights and encouraged the forces of fundamentalism. The nse of 
religious fundamentalism is detnmental to the minorities and the 
future of the democratic system and 1t will have its repercussions 
in India. The Bangladesh Government has not checked the 11legal 
immigration into India. Recently, a powerful movement has 
developed against the government's pohc1es, the demand for 
fresh elections has been raised by the enttre opposition which 
have resigned their seats in parliament. The CPl(M) wishes 
success for the Left, democratic and secular forces as it will also 
strengthen relations between the two countnes. 

2.37. Nepal: After a prolonged struggle parliamentary demo
cracy was restored in Nepal. In the first elections, the Nepah 
Congress won a majority and the Communist Party of Nepal 
(UML) emerged as the mam opposition. But due to serious 
differences within the Nepali Congress their government could 
not last and mid-term elections were held in November 1994. In 
these elections the CPN(UML) secured a big victory gammg 88 
seats and becoming the largest party m Nepal. Though 1t does not 
command a majority it has succeeded in formmg the first 
Communist Government in Nepal. This has had a big impact in 
the whole region in the background of the imperiahst propaganda 
about the defeat of Socialism. The victory of the Communists in 
Nepal is of great significance. The Party will continue to work for 
strengthening fraternal ties with the CPN(UML) and the relations 
between the two countries on the basis of equahty. 
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2.38. Burma: The CPl(M) supports the struggle for restoration 
of democracy m Burma (Myanmar). It condemns the refm.dl of 
the military 3unta to respect the wishes of the Burmese people and 
the continued detent10n of Aung San Su Ky1. 

2.39. Bhutan: The Party calls upon the Bhutanese Government 
to ensure democratic rights for all ethnic groups in Bhutan. The 
Bhutanese Government must settle the problem of the thousands 
of evicted citizens of Nepalese origin. Equal treatment of 
minorities will strengthen the independence and integnty of this 
small country bordering India. 

2.40. The CPI(M) considers 1t vital to ensure that India's foreign 
policy remams one of non-alignment with a clear cut ant1-
impenalist orientation. The changed correlation of class forces in 
the world and the liberalisation policies have a negative impact on 
the country's external· policies. The Party will continue to mobilise 
the people and struggle to ensure that the foreign policy is 
oriented m defence of non-ahgnment, strengthening bonds with 
the Third World countries and for South-South cooperation and 
friendly relat10ns with neighbouring countries. The Party has to 
firmly oppose all imperialist attacks on the Third World countries 
and nat10nal liberation movements. 

The Communal Menace 

2.41. The 14th Congress had warned against the growing 
communal offensive and assault on seculansm by the BJP-RSS
VHP ~ombine. In less than a year, the country had to face a gnm 
situation due to the demolition of Bahri Masjid on December 6, 
1992. The BJP Government m Uttar Pradesh was systematically 
used to subvert the state machinery to make this dastardly deed a 
success. No less culpable was Pnme Minister Naras1mha Rao, 
w.ho refused to act even after the unanimous support extended to 
him to defend the c · · Th onstttution by all the secular parties. e 
betrayal of the l d 

secu ar uty of the state had disastrous con
sequences The c 

· ountry was engulfed in a wave of communal 
nots, the hke of which h d b .. 
d M a een never seen since the part1uon 
ays. fore than a thousand people were killed in Bombay; in the 

space o two month t "bi 
s em e nots took place in the cities and 
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towns of U.P., M.P., RaJasthan, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Karnataka 
and Hyderabad. Surat symbolised the savagery of communal 
frenzy. The Mushm minorities were the main victims and 
sufferers, thelf plight being further worsened by the partisan role 
of the pohce and civil administration in several states. 

2.42. The Congress(!) Government refused to draw any lessons 
from its dismal role and the Pnme Minister has continued with the 
compromising attitude to the communal forces. From the outset 
the CPI(M) strongly opposed the Ayodhya package announced 
by Narasimha Rao. Along with acqmring the disputed land at 
Ayodhya, the government asked the Supreme Court to give an 
opinion as to whether a temple or Hindu religious structure had 
existed at the site before the mosque was built four centunes ago. 
Narasimha Rao began his efforts to sponsore a trust to be set up by 
the Shankaracharyas to build the temple. This further alienated 
the minorities already shocked by the demohtion. The recent 
directive to minorities in Bombay to prove their citizenship before 
issuing voter identity cards, and the instances of deletion of their 
names from the voters hst in Assam show how sect10ns of the 
administration are infected with a communal outlook. The 
aggressive and illegal actions of the Hindu communalists have 
strengthened the forces of fundamentalism within the minonty 
community. 

2.43. The CPI(M) and the Left and secular forces launched 
a countrywide campaign to mob1hse the people against the 
communal danger. There were widespread mass mobilisations to 
foil the communal designs of the BJP and its alhed orgarnsat1ons. 
The treachery indulged in by the BJP leadership and its State 
Governments became exposed before the people. The communal 
passions roused were countered by the popular sentiments for 
peace, communal harmony and nat10nal urnty. The endeavours of 
the joint secular forces contnbuted to the setback to the BJP m the 
assembly elections in the five northern states. It lost the 
governments in U.P., Madhya Pradesh and Himachal Pradesh. 
The Supreme Court judgement on the dismissal of the BJP 
Governments was a vindication of secularism. The Court defined 
seculansm as separation of rehgion from politics and declared 
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seculan~m to be a basic feature of the Const1tut1011. Also, the 
Court's refusal to entertain the Presidential reference for an 
opinion on Ayodhya further expo~ed the game of Nara.-,1mha Rao 
in trymg to appropriate the BJP platform by spon~ormg a tru~t to 
bmld the temple at the disputed site. 

2.44. The BJPcontmues to raise ant1-minonty and communally 
motivated issues along with Ayodhya, hke scrapping Article 370 
on Ka.'lhmlf, magmfymg the mfiltrat1on from Banglade~h and the 
flag-ho1st111g incident m Hubli. The RSS-VHP combine ha~ also 
launched a disruptive campaign on the Gyan Vapi mosque at 
Varanas1 and the mosque at Mathura. The BJP 1~ a party with a 
nght-wmg economic platform and has no basic difference with 
the new economic policies, notwithstanding the penodic noise~ 1t 
makes about swadesht. Sect10ns of the big bourge01~1e favour the 
BJP as an alternative to Congress due to tts pro-big busme~s 
stance. The failure to evolve a credible platform detached from 
the temple issue has generated internal dissensions and 
factionalism m the party m many states. Nevertheless, the 
contmuous communal campaign and injection of communal 
ideology has led to the BJP retammg substantial mass support in 

certam states. Though It suffered reverses in the assembly 
elections m the northern states and it could not do well in Andhra 
Pradesh subsequently, n managed to emerge as the main 
opposition party in Karnataka. The formation of the Sh1v Sena
BJP government in Maharashtra and the BJP capturing power in 
Gujarat with a two-thirds maJonty has provided the communal 
platform with renewed opportunities at the national level. The 
Shiv Sena leader Bal Thackeray's threat to dnve out Bangladesh is 
and Pakistanis from Bombay is meant to intimidate the minorities. 
The co~munal appeal should not be underestimated m a period of 
acute d11>content amo h · · · h ng t e people and chrome mstab1hty m t e 
secular bourge01s parties. The Party should make the fight agamst 
communal forces am I k · · f aJor P an , as communahsm 1s d1srupt1ve o 
the unity of the w k 
f h or mg people and is an obstacle to the advance 

o t e movement for social progress 
2.45. The CPI(M) JI . I . wi steadfastly oppose majority communa -ism and protect th 1 . . . 

e eg1t1mate nghts of the minontles. The 
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CPl(M) stands for equal opportunities for Musltms in education, 
Jobs and social facilities and an end to all forms of d1scnminat1on. 
For this, it will constantly stnve to draw the Muslim masses into 
common movements. The CPl(M) will not comprom1~e with 
mmonty communalism which is a hindrance to the above effort 
and which feeds and strengthens Hindu communalism. In the 
penod after the Babri Masj1d demohtion, the fundamentalist 
forces have been active to exploit the strong feeling~ of betrayal 
and hurt felt by the Mushm community Fundamentaltst outf1b 
have sprung up to fan the feelings of separatism and to resort to 
extrem1~t acttons. Activities of organisations like the Jamaat-e
hlam1 are designed to foster minority communalism. The Party 
will unite wtth all secular forces to safeguard communal amity 

and peace. 

Problems of National Unity 
2.46. The I 4th Congress had pointed out that the policies of 

successive bourgeois landlord governments at the Centre have 
fatled to stem the threats to nattonal unity emanating from the 
forces which are operating from across the border, backed by 
impenahsm. 

2.47. Kashmir: The U.S. Adminstrat1on is actively working 
behind the scenes to promote the idea of an independent Kashmtr 
after detaching Ladakh and Jam mu from the Valley. The last three 
years have seen no improvement in the Valley as t.he secesstonist 
forces are still active. The minority community is still forced to 
hve outside the Valley. The depredations of the fundamentalists 
backed by Pakistan spread to the Dada region of Jammu, 
threatening trad1t10nal communal amity in the area. The only 
change 1s that people have become increa<.ingly fed up with the 
d1srupt1on of economic hfe and the anti-social activities of the 
extremi'>ts who molest women and extort money. But it would be 
wrong to assume that the people are not feeling alienated. The 
security forces deployed to combat the terrorist v10lence often 
commit excesses on the people which further fuels the alienation. 
There are two streams a!l:long those engaged in armed activities: 
those for merger with Pakistan and motivated by religious 
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fundamentalism and those represented by the JKLF and other 
forces which stand for independence and fight for the identity of the 
Kashm1ri people. A demarcation has to be made between the two 

2.48. The problem can be tackled 1f the Kashmm people are 
assured of their identity; this can rally the secular sect10ns. To 
achieve this maximum autonomy will have to be granted with the 
reg10ns of Jammu and Ladakh being provided regional autonomy 

. within the state. Instead of taking steps m this direction, the 
Rao Government 1s concerned with holding elections citmg the 
example of the Punjab elections. Such a step will not succeed m 
KashmJT and it will only help Pakistan internationalise the issue. 

Punjab 

2.49. With the suppression of extremist activity peace has been 
restored so far as terrorist v10lence is concerned. But it does 
not mean that full normalcy has been restored. No effort has 
been made to implement the Rajiv-Longowal Accord and satisfy 
the genuine demands of the Punjabi people. Smee the problem 
which created the situation is yet to be resolved, at any time 
instab1hty can be created. Most of the Akali groups are still not 
free from their fundamentalist and communal links. The Amritsar 
declaration by six groups shows that they have learnt no lession 
from their disastrous succumbmg to fundamentalist forces. The 
Akali Dal(B) has demarcated itself from the secess10nist platform 
though it is not able to separate its political stance from religion. 
W1t.h ~he growmg discontent against the Congress(!) Government's 
pohc1es and the rampant corruption in the administrat10n, 
communahsm and fundamentalism can surface again in some 
f h' h . orm w ic will prove dangerous as Punjab is a border state. 

Uttarakhand Movement 
2.SO The eight hill districts of Uttar Pradesh have been a long 

neglecte~ area and suffer from economic backwardness. There is 
meaglre mdustnal and agncultural development. This has forced 
peop e to migrate to out d · 

. si e areas m large numbers. The announce-
ment of reservation of 27 per cent m jobs and education in the hill 
areas, alongwith the whole of U .P. has caused widespread 
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apprehen~10ns that outsiders will me these quotas, a~ the OBC 
population 1s very low m the hills. The popular movement for a 
separate state was met wtth repres~1on by the Mulayam Singh 
Yadav Government from the narrow view point of mobilising the 
backward classes. This further fanned the demand for a separate 
state. The genume problems of the hill region can be tackled 1f a 
regional autonomous council with adequate powers is set up 
which will enable the hill people to manage their affairs through 
local self-government. 

North-East Region 
2.51. The situation is very senous in the North-East region 

particularly m Manipur, Nagaland and Meghalaya. In Manipur, 
the Naga-Kuki armed clashes have claimed hundred~ oflives. The 
extremist groups are having a free run with the wnt of the admini
stration not enforceable in many areas. T~ agreement signed in 
Manipur under President's rule m November 1994 sett mg the cut
off date of 26 January 1950 to detect foreigners will set a 
dangerous precedent. The activ1t1es of the NSCN, the Naga 
extremist organisation, have been stepped up m the entire region 
in the recent period. In Meghalaya, the agitation to drive out 
foreigners has been targetting genume citizens from outside the 
state. In Arunacha1 Pradesh al~o an ag1tat1on to throw out 
outsiders has been going on. The Congress(!) Governments in this 
region often either patronise or appease the separatist forces. 

2.52. In Assam, the agreement to set up an autonomous Bodo 
Regional Counc11 ran into trouble due to the opportunistic and 
partisan approach of the Saikia Government. The extremist Bodo 
activ1t1es have led to killings of Muslim migrant ~ettlers. Though 
the ULFA activities have substantially reduced, the Congress(!) 
Government tactics of dividing people on ethnic Imes is foment
ing new tensions. 

2.53. The Central Congress(!) Government has totally failed to 
take a comprehensive approach to the problems of the North-Ea~t 
where priority has to be given to socio-economic development in 
a planned manner. The tactics of patronising corrupt cliques 
in power who misuse development funds on a large-scale, has 
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deprived the North-East of the fruits of development which could 
have checked the alienation of the people from the Indian State 
Simtlarly, the complex ethnic compos1t10n and the numerous 
minont1es require a principled approach which assures equal 
rights and opportunities for the development of the diverse ethnic 
and cultural 1dent1ties. The chrome problem of insurgency and 
separatism 1s also a standing testimony to the failure of the Indian 
rulmg classes to evolve a democratic ethnic and nationalities 
pohcy. 

2.54 In Tnpura, the CPI(M) is firmly defending tnbJl-non
tnbal unity in contrast to the s1tuat1on m other states. Even after 
the Left Front Government's coming into office scores of 
comrades have been killed by the tnbal extremist group, some of 
whom are operating from across the border. 

2.55. The Party has remained in the forefront of the struggle 
against all separatist movements to defend the unity of the 
country. Many of our comrades have sacrificed their lives m this 
struggle. This has enhanced the prestige of the Party amongst the 
people. Alongwith the Left and democratic forces, the struggle to 
defend national unity must be earned forward. 

Centre-State Relations: Decentralisation of Powers 

2.56. The problem of Centre-State relations has existed since 
the formation of the linguistic states and became a major issue 
after the formation of non-Congress (I) Governments in eight states 
m 1967 · Subsequently, the government was forced to appoint the 
Sa~karia Commission. Though its recommendations are not fully 
satisfactory, the Commission tried to tackle the problem. But even 
th~ugh many years have passed, its recommendations remain 
unimplemented. With uneven development in the country and the 
urge ansmg to overcome backwardness in different states, the 
growth of the separatist movements in some parts of the country is 
also .the result of the lack of autonomy for the states. In a 
mult1-nattonal count l k I · . · d ry 1 e nd1a, this aspect cannot be ignore 
and nauonal unity be f 

ff can mamtained only on the basis 0 
su 1c1ent autonom f h 

. Y or t e states. At the moment al I resources are 
concentrated m the c · 

entre and the states are at its mercy. 
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2.57. With liberalisation and the new economic policies fre~h 
attacks on existing states rights have taken place. With cuts in 
Central Government expenditure, states are left with fewer 
resources for development. Since the monopoly of power of the 
Congress(!) has gone, political parties that have come to power in 
the states are unable to implement their promises without the 
restructunng of powers to the states. This issue cannot be left 
unattended. As for Article 356, the Supreme Court judgement 
making Presidential proclamations dismissing State Governments 
subject to judicial review, and declaring the d1sm1ssal of the 
Bommat Government in Karnataka as unconstitutional, is a 
salutary check on the ruling party's misuse of this draconian 
power. The CPl(M) will continue to fight for restructuring of 
Centre-State relations giving more autonomy to the states. 

2.58. The Rao Government has boasted that it has ushered in a 
new era of panchayat1 raj with the adoption of the 73rd and 74th 
Constitution Amendment Bills pertaining to the three-tier 
panchayats and urban mumcipal bodies. But the experience of the 
laws adopted by the Congress(!) State Governments has exposed 
the inherent hostility of the ruling party to democratic decentralisa
tion. Perverting the spirit of the Constitutional enactment, in 
states like Kerala, Punjab, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu, the 
panchayats have been subordinated to the bureaucracy and their 
self-governing powers curtailed. In contrast it is West Bengal, 
which has held four successive panchayat elections. In the last 
round, over 60 per cent of the seats were reserved for women, 
scheduled castes and tribes. West Bengal has shown how vibrant 
the panchayati raj system can be. 

Meaning of Caste Appeal 
2.59. The recent period saw the growing assertion of the dalit 

and backward castes for social JUSt1ce and revolt against caste 
oppression. The Party recognised the democratic content of this 
awakening, reflecting the aspirations of the most oppressed 
sections of society. It also helped to some extent in countering the 
nsing Hindu communal chauvinism. The demand for 27 per cent 
reservation for backward classes was only one indication of this 
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urge for soc1JI equality. While supportmg the came of social 
JUSt1ce the Party should emerge as the champions of the fight 
against caste oppress10n by takmg up all the issues which are the 
cause of the ba~1c oppression of these sections-the cla"ls 1s~ues 
of land for the landless and wages for agncultural labour. The 
concept of social JUstice should not be narrowed to Jmt 
reservatron of Jobs and mobilisation of vote banks on caste Imes 

2.60. However, recent events m Uttar Pradesh go to show the 
extent to which caste appeal in the name of reservation can go 
The parties which work in the name of caste are not concerned with 
the interests of the dahts and the OBCs. Their main mterest 1s to 
ut1hse them to remain m power. The CPI(M) has supported 27 per 
cent reservation for the OBCs in central services. At the same time 
the Party has pointed out that the Manda! Commission report had 
stated that the real problems of poverty and backwardness could 
be solved only by land reforms. But none of the parties 
championing reservation raise this demand. The u~e of caste 
appeal has become sectanan and d1v1S1ve. The Party has to warn 
the people against this danger and champion the unity of the 
working class and the tmlmg people of all communities and castes 
against the bourgeois-landlord order. The distinct standpoint of 
the Party which recognises the democratic character of the fight 
against social oppression and combines 1t with the independent 
class-based struggles must be vigorously pursued 

2.61. While implementing reservations for OBCs the Supreme 
Court directive not to exceed 50 per cent reservation for all 
categories should be generally observed, except in those states 
where greater reservation has been in force for a long penod. A~ 
regards excluding the 'creamy layer' within the OBCs from the 
reservation quota, the CPI(M) is for the introduction of economic 
cntena so that th d . . . 

. e nee Y sections are truly benefited. If the posts 
w1thm the econo · · ·11 b mic cntena are not filled up, then such posts w1 

G
e open to persons withm the same community. The State 
ovemments cannot l h . 

h c aim t e right to increase OBC reservation 
as t ey wish as bou · · · I 
h k ' rgeo1s parties seek to use it to competitive Y 

1 e quotas for n 
d . arrow electoral gams which heighten caste IVISIOns. 
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In Defence of Oppressed Sections: Dalits and Adivasis 

2.62. While striving to build a powerful mass movement of 
all sect10ns of the toiling people, the CPl(M) will pay special 
attention to the struggle against oppression of the scheduled 
castes and the scheduled tnbes who are the dalits of society. 

2.63. The fight to change the conditions of the dalits reqmres 
the building of a strong movement of the agricultural labourers 
and landless. The scheduled castes who comprise a major part of 
the agricultural workers are subjected to brutal exploitation on the 
question of wages, social equality and access to means of 
production. The even feeble a'>sert1on of their rights leads to 
vicious retahation. Rapes of scheduled caste women and arson of 
thelf hutments are still common forms of punishment and efforts 
to retain domination by landlords and upper castes. The CPl(M) 
will have to pay special attention to the development of the 
agricultural labour movement while taking up the struggle against 
social oppression as a major plank in the mobilisation of the 
rural poor. 

2.64. The adivasi population which numbers seven crores in 
the country has seen its exploitation enhanced with the hberahsa
tion policies. They are the first to be evicted from lands for 
industry or development projects without appropriate compensa
tion. Their meagre earnings have been depleted with the cuts in 
rural anti-poverty programmes and they have suffered starvation 
deaths in places like Kalahandi, Sarguja, Thane and Wynad 111 the 
past three years due to the dismantling of the public distribution 
system. The callous treatment meted out to ad1vasi people was 
shockingly illustrated in the gruesome death of 113 Gowaris 
mostly women and children, in Nagpur in the ~tampede caused by 
the pohce lathi-charge. · 

2.65. The caste system treats the ad1vas1s as outcastes from 
society and they are often kept as bonded labour and their women 
as chattel. The growing aspirat10n to protect their ethnic and 
cultural identity is not recognised by the bourgeois-landlord 
system. The CPI(M) has consistently advocated the formation of 
regional autonomous councils for the tribal people hke the Bodos 
in Assam, the Jharkhand region in B1har or the Bastar region in 
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Madhya Pradesh. In both Bodo and Jharkhand areas the settmg up 
of a democratically elected council with maximum autonomy has 
become imperative. Neither the Sa1k1a Government m Assam, nor 
the B1har Government has shown sufficient awareness of the 
importance of genuinely autonomous structures to serve tnbal 
interests. The Party must overcome Its deficiency m workmg 
amongst the tnbal people all over the country and m mob1hsmg 
them for protection of their elementary nghts. 

Women's Rights 

2.66. The penod saw a steady increase m the attacks on 
women both on the social and economic plane. The cnmes agamst 
women in the form of sexual attacks, dowry deaths, traffickmg 
and custodial rapes and domestic violence are widely prevalent. 
Increasing incidence of female foeticide is an alarming pheno
menon. The shocking story of exploitation of young women m 
Jalgaon by a nexus of poht1cians and businessmen exemplifies 
the debasement and abuse of women. The commercialised and 
privatised electronic media is portraying women as sex objects 
and demeaning their status. Communal and caste organisations 
are actively working among women. Such organisations mobilise 
women through the garb of religious activities for narrow sectanan 
goals and to prevent the development of an emancipatory con
sc10usness. Religious fundamentalist forces are inherently hostile 
to women's equality and nghts. 

2.67. The unequal status of women and discrimination against 
them has been heightened by the new economic policies. Women 
hav~ suffered the most due to shrinkage of job opportunities 
particularly in the rural areas. More and more female headed 
households owing to male migration are faced with the big burden 
of maintaining the family. Women are being forced into the 
unorgamsed sector with its extremely low wages. 

2
·
68

· The resistance to such crimes and the movement for 
asserting the rights of . ' . . . · 
h women and against gender d1scnmmat1on 

ave been growi Th . · 
~ ng. e prov1s1on of one-third reservat10n 
1or women in the h · f 

pane ayat1 system has opened the way or greater rt. · · 
pa tcipation of women in public life. The Party must 
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actively work to raise the vital issues connected with women·~ 
emanc1pat1on and play a supportive role in the development of the 
dem·ocrat1c women's movement. 

Relations Between Bourgeoisie anti Landlords 

2.69. Dunng the last three years, the bourgeoisie has tried to 
placate the landlords to consolidate its political po~it10n. Higher 
pnces are provided for their produce and they benefit the most 
from the subsidies. Therefore the mam burden is falling on the 
agncultural workers, poorer sections of the peasantry and the 
workmg class. The bourgeoi~ie is not touching the question of 
land reforms. On the contrary they wish to reverse them. 

2. 70. The bourgeoisie 1s now entering the agrarian sector 
and the capitaltsts are setting up big farms in the sphere of 
horticulture, joint stock companies for plantations, and in 
fi~henes and aquaculture, investmg crores of rupees. Multi
national companies and the corporate sector are also entering the 
field of seed production, agro-processing and other such spheres. 
Conver~ely, in the areas where capitalist relations have developed 
in agriculture, landlords are investing their surplus in industry 
and trade. 

2. 71. As resistance against the economic policies grows, 
conflicts are bound to arise between the landlords and the 
bourgeoisie. The GAIT terms will also adversely affect farmers 
and landlords will be forced to an extent to share the burden. The 
Party has to contmue to concentrate on developmg the movements 
of the agncultural workers and the peasants particularly the 
poorer sections, who are the worst affected. 

Defend Education For All 

2.72. The entire educational system is crisis-ridden because of 
the government's retreat from its commitment to expand state 
sponsored education. The drive for pnvatisation and commercia
ltsat10n of education is motivated by the liberalisation policy. 
The cuts in educational outlays come as part of the cuts in 
social sector expenditure. This has led to closure and decay of 
public educational institutions up to the primary school level. 
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&imultaneously there are steep hikes in tuit10n fees dnd naked 
profiteermg through capitation fees in professional courses m 
higher education. 

2.73. Privatisation is increasing the gnp of ca~te-communal 
organisations over educational imtitutions, with its concomitant 
effect on secular and democratic values imparted m education In 
the last three years many struggles have been conducted to fight 
privatisation and commercialisation of education. The student 
struggles m Kerala, Andhra, Tamil Nadu and the joint movement of 
students and teachers in Kerala recently, are notable in this regard 
There has to be better standards and diversified courses in the 
public educational institutions. The fight for expandmg education, 
and forcing the state to fulfill its commitment to ensure education 
as a right for all citizens is to be vigorously carried forward 

Neglect of Public Health 

2.74. The outbreak of plague in Gujarat and Maharashtra 
highlighted the glarmg deficiencies of the public health system 
The liberalisation policies have had harmful effects on publtc 
health expenditure with the emphasis on privatisation of health 
This has occurred when diseases hke malana, cholera, tuberculosis, 
kalaazar and gastroenteritis are affecting large sections of the 
people. The new drug policy of the Central Government is 
brazenly in favour of the multinational drug companjes. The 
decontrol of prices of many drugs will go against the interests of 
the common people with medicines becoming costly. 
The government is backing out of its commitment to ensure 
"Health For All". 

For a Democratic Culture and Media 
2.7S. ~t the time of the 14th Congress an important areana of 

struggle m the cultural sphere was the combating of communal 
and obscurantist id M · d . eas. uch has been done by democratic an 
progress1ve organisat · · · · k f 
f. h . ions m this sphere but the maJor tas o 
ig tmg the revival of . . w· communal ideology in all spheres of culture remams. ith the k . , 

C . wea enmg of the bourgeois-landlord states 
ommnment to secula 1 . 

r va ues, there has to be constant vigilance 
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to see that the creative arts are not subverted by the ant1-
humanistic ideology of communal ism. 

2.76. A new danger is the unprecedented invasion by the 
foreign television broadcasts through the electronic media. It has 
helped the widespread penetration of reactionary western values 
glorifying sex and violence. The government instead ofregulating 
such programmes has jomed in the race to compete in purvey
ing such decadent programmes for commercial revenue. The 
government has been formally considering the entry of foreign 
print media and news agencies. Foreign newspaper barons would 
take over substantial sections of the newspaper sector if they 
are treated as foreign investors. This will constitute a dtrect 
interference in our political system as newspapers play an 
imp~rtant role in moulding pubhc opinion. 

2.77. The CPI(M) will oppose all attempts at imperialist 
penetration of the mass media. Instead of pnvat1sat10n, the Party 
reiterates the demand for the implementation of the Prasar 
Bharati Act for the electronic media. It will support all efforts by 
creative artistes and intellectuals to create a democratic, secular 
and vibrant atmosphere in which culture flourishes for the 
ordinary people. 

Democratic Values Under Siege 

2.78. The institutions of parliamentary democracy are being 
corroded and subverted. Criminalisation of political and electoral 
acttvitie; suborning the bureaucracy for partisan and corrupt 
activities; non-accountab1hty of the ministers and bureaucrats for 
misdeeds; attacks on democratic nghts and trade union rights; 
intimidation of the judiciary are mcreasing. Misuse of TADA has 
become widespread. The police often trample on the law with 
impunity. Killings in pohce custody and violation of fundamental 
rights of ordinary citizens are a common feature. Even the selection 
boards for services have been made redundant by the State 
Governments. Many strictures have been passed against them. 

2.79. Even the judiciary is being subverted. The impeachment 
proceedings against a Supreme Court judge show the threat to the 
mtegnty of the judicial system. However, the Supreme Court has 
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played an important role in defending seculamm and the nght~ of 
citizens who are sub1ect to the attacks of the police and the state 

2.80. All the democratic institut10ns are bemg made meffect1ve 
by the interference of bourgeois politicians and bureaucrat~ All 
the undemocratic methods, money power and the state machinery 
are increasingly used by rulmg class parties to control vanous 
institutions whether tt be the panchayats, block sam1ti, zilla 
parishads or cooperatives, 1gnormg the democrattc verdict. The 
fight for democratic nghts has become very important. Otherwise 
a situation can be created where in the worsenmg economic 
situat10n the discontent among the youth can be diverted to 
imbibe fascist ideology. 

Need For Electoral Reforms 

2.81. All bourgeois parties, particularly the Congress(!), have 
been perverting the electoral system wit~ the use of 11legal money 
power and muscle power. Even the civil servants are suborned for 
the rulmg party's purposes. The Dmesh Goswami Committee on 
electoral reforms set up during the National Front Government 
had unanimously made some recommendations. These have not 
yet been implemented. One of the major proposals was for the 
setting up of a multi-member Election Commission. The 
country's electoral system cannot be in the hands of one 
i~dividual. The arbitrary actions of the present CEC have marred 
~is otherwise raising of genuine questions of reform. One such 
instance is the deadline set for the issue of identity cards. The 
~~l(M) is committed to the issuance of identity cards for all 
citizens. Eut this muH be done in such a manner that does not 
exclude any section of the people, particularly the rural poor, 
who~e voice is not heeded by the bureaucracy. Electoral reforms 
require serious att t' h' · · f . . en ion w 1ch must mclude the separation o 
rehg1on from pol t' · h 1 ics m t e electoral process. 

Institutionalised Corruption 
2

·
82

· The liberalisation policy has led to the hberalisat10n of 
corruption. Corrupt h be . 
. 

10n as come a way of life for the rulmg party 
m running the adm · . 

mistration. This deprives the common people 
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of thelf legitimate rights as the power of money 1s used to convert 
government policies for pnvate gain. The recent instances of 
corrupt10n in high circles in the Central Government have further 
exposed to what extent democratic values have been eroded 
through rampant corruption. In spite of the unanimous recommen
dat10ns of the JPC report exposing the biggest corruption scandal 
smce Independence, mvolvmg thousands of crores of rupees, in 
which ministers have been indicted, and even after a CBI enquiry 
the government is keeping mum. In spite of the continuous 
protests in Parhament the government still tnes to cover up. The 
ruhng party is bent upon shielding the gmlty in the Bofors 
kickbacks case. Other scandals hke the PSU disinvestment of 
shares, the sugar scam and the hawala scandal are symptomatic of 
the institutionalised corruption pervading the entire system which 
has got a filhp through the liberalisation and privatisation drive. 
The uncovering of an espionage rmg at the Indian Space Research 
Organisat10n project at Thiruvananthapuram shows how the 
cancer of corruption will undermine the country's security 
interests. Even in such a vital case, efforts are being made for a 
cover-up at the behest of the Kerala Chief Minister. A consistent 
struggle has to be waged agamst this corruption 1f democratic 
values are to be saved from further erosion and accountability of 
public servants upheld. 

Impact of The Political Situation: Congress(I) Weakened 

2.83. It has been pointed out that the Congress(!) has lost the 
monopoly of power. Narasimha Rao came to power without a 
majonty at the Centre, and later got a majonty by organising 
defections from the Telugu Desam and the Janata Dai v10lating 
the spint of the anti-defection law. Despite these unscrupulous 
manoeuvres, the Congress(!) Government is losmg mass support 
became of its economic policies, compromise with communal 
forces, failure to cement national unity and its rank corruption. 
This was shown in the elections to the ten state assemblies where 
the Congress(!) lost in all major states except Orissa. It must be 
remembered that after the Emergency regime in 1977 when the 
Congress(!) was routed in the north, it was able to maintam its 
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base in the south. Today there is no state m the south which 1t can 
claim as its stronghold. At present the Congress( I) ha.11 lost power 
in 11 states in the country, comprising 60 per cent of the population 
These results will have a further bearing on the Congres~(I) and 
highlight the issues of economic policies, attitude towards 
mmont1es and fight against corrupt10n. These results are bound to 
have their impact in the coming elections m vanous states m 
February-March. The Congress(!) is getting further weakened. 
This is to be seen not only in the growing 1solat1on from the 
masses but the intensification of the fights inside the Congre~s(I). 
There is not a single state where different factions are not 
fighting. The picture is the same in the Centre today. The removal 
of three ministers ·facing corruption charges was forced upon 
Naras1mha Rao. The authority of the leadership is eroded and 
there 1s no democratic functioning at any level of the party. The 
resignation of Ar3un Singh has highhghted the cns1s over policy 
issues within the party. · 

Role of The Secular Opposition 

2.84. The experience of the people of the bourgeois opposition 
parties has not been a happy one. The Janata Dai-National Front 
which came to power m 1989 could not maintain its unity for 
long. Since then vanous sphts have taken place m the Janata Dai. 
In Uttar Pradesh, the Samajwad1 Party of Mulayam Singh Yadav 
has become the main force supplanting the Janata Dai. The 
~ongress(I) ~ucceeded in winning over Ajit Singh and others to its 
~ide. In Tamil Nadu the DMK has split and V. Gopalaswarny has 
ormed a new party. The state governments and units of the Janata 
Da~ pursue varying policies. The Biju Patnaik Government in 
Onssa by full · · . . Y supporting and implementing the economic 
pohc~es of the Central Government invited defeat m the assembly 
elect~~ns. In other states, the Janata Dai has not consistently 
mobilised the people · h · · · · h 
J against t ese policies. The sphts m t e 
anata Dai show that th c .. 

P ese 1ormat1ons have no cohesive policies. ersonahty differ . . 
'd ences and factional issues have been the mam 

cons1 eration The J D d 
th d c · anata al based itself solely on Manda! an e e1ence of mi · . 
Party t h nont1es. This was not enough to keep the oget er. 
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2 85. The success of the Telugu Desam and the Jdnatd 0dl m 
Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka 1s a result of growmg d1~content 
amongst the people against the Congress(!) and thetr quest for a 
secular alternative. This electoral alternative will succeed only by 
g1vmg due consideration to the people's verdict which ts against 
the economic poltcies as well as agamst communah~at1on of 
politics. Unless these parties draw correct lessons from the true 
meaning of the verdict, the reposmg of people's confidence in 
them cannot be taken for granted. 

2.86. In developing resistance agdinst the economic policies, 
in the struggle agamst communaltsm and separatism and combat
ing corruption, we should strive to ally with the secular bourgeois 
oppo~ition parties. But in doing so, tt should be clear that thetr 
opposition to the economic poltcies 1s not on the same plane a5. 
ours. Stmtldrly, they will tend to take opportumst pos1t1on5. in 
the ~truggle agamst communaltsm tf it affects thetr electoral 
prospects. Therefore, whtle umtmg with them and appealing to 
their mass ba~e to enable the rallymg of wider forces, we have 
to demarcate ourselves from them on baste poltcies whenever 1t 
is nece5.sary. 

Impact of the Left Front Governments of West Bengal and 
Tripura 

2.87. The West Bengal Left Front Government has contnbuted 
to the development of the Party and the mas.s organisations. 
It has shown that within the present framework the Left can 
implement certam alternative poltcies. Withm the lim1tat1ons 
of the Constitution it has done a great deal for the people, 
particularly the workmg class, the totlmg peasantry a~ well as the 
middle class employees. The Left Front Government has been 
uneqmvocally on the side of the workmg people and restramed 
the poltce from mterfermg m the class-based struggles. The 
land reform measures enacted by the West Bengal Government 
have not only helped to consoltddte the mas~ base among 
the agncultural labour and the peasantry but also shown how the 
problems of poverty can be tackled and the internal market for 
industnes expanded. These reforms have led to an increase 
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in agricultural production and now West Bengal 1s the largest 
producer of nee m the country. To ensure industnahsation, the 
State Government has adopted an industrial policy which seeks to 
attract more private investments without undermining the public 
sector ex1stmg in the state. Decentralisation of powers introduced 
by the West Bengal Government, particularly, the panchayat1 raJ 
system stands as a model for the rest of the country. The state has 
an atmosphere of communal amity with the State Government 
firmly upholding secular values. 

2.88. In Tnpura, it is a matter of pride that in spite of the sem1-
fasc1st terror agamst the Party during the Congress(I)-TUJS 
regime, m the elect10ns the CPI(M) and Left Front won a big 
maJonty. Despite the discriminatory attitude of the Central 
Government and the encouragement to terrorist activities by the 
Congress(!) and the TUJS, the Left Front Government maintams 
mtact the umty of the tribals and non-tribals. The recent 
panchayat and z11Ja parishad elections confirm that its mass 
base is getting further strengthened. These governments are a 
source of inspiration for the Left and democratic movement 
in the country. 

Independent Activities of the Party 

2.89 · The 14th Congress had called for expanding the indepen
dent activities of the Party and pointed out its significance: "The 
degre~ of success we have in this task of building mass struggles 
and simultaneously keeping at bay the communal forces will 
determine the advance of the Left and democratic forces when 
the confrontation between the Congress(!) Government and the 
people develops". Following this understanding, dunng the last 
three years, the Party has taken the initiative to develop mass 
movements against the · · · le . economic pohc1es as well as the strugg 
agamst the commu l & d · 

. na 1orces. As a result we have succeede m 
mob1hsmg the sup f . ' 

port o new sections of the people as well as 
among the mmorities H · . h 

k · owever, this is not sufficient. To meet t e 
tas s set out for the p h · 
th p , arty, t ere has to be an all-sided increase m 

e arty s strength by . . . . · I d . ever-expandmg poht1cal 1deolog1ca an 
ma~Kh~h~. ' 
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Strengthen Mass Organisations 
2.90. The Party can expand its influence only by widening ii... 

ma~s base which can be done by unleashing mass struggles and on 
that ba~1s bmlding and developing the broadest mass orgamsatiom. 
of the workers, agricultural labour, peasants, youth, students, 
women, employees and others. The many struggles and campaigns 
conducted by the mass organisat10ns must be stepped up to reach 
out to those masses outside their purview who follow other parties 
and mass organisations. These sections are all in ferment due 
to the anti-poor policies of the Rao Government and their 
implementation by their State Governments. The trade unions, 
k1san, agricultural labour, youth, women, student and other mass 
organisations have a key role to play in mobilising different 
sections of the working people and in uniting the widest masses 
for joint struggles. The Party must assist the development of these 
mass movements and pay due attention to imparting political 
consciousness to the militant masses drawn into the struggle. 

Left-Sectarian Groups 
2.91. The 14th Congress had noted the change in some of the 

naxalite groups and their partic1pat10n in mass political activities. 
As for the IPF-CPl(ML) group, the Party Congress had considered 
the changes it had undergone in a positive direction. However, the 
expenence of the past three years has shown that the IPF-ML 
trend is unable to overcome its unremitting hostility to the Left 
Front in West Bengal. Pitting it~elf against the Left Front 
Government instead of being a critical supporter, and adopting a 
negative attitude in joint mass platforms, the CPl(ML)-IPF 
grouping has shown itself incapable of shedding Its sectarian 
legacy. 

2.92. Another major naxalite group, the PWG in Andhra 
Pradesh, continues to indulge in terronst and anarchic violence 
and has been weakened by inner-conflicts in the leadership. The 
MCC in B1har is also in the same category. The CPI(M) will 
continue to combat such disruptive activities while it will adopt a 
positive attitude to those former Left-sectarian groups which seek 
to Join the Left mainstream. 
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Strengthen the Left Forces 

2.93. The 14th Congress had stressed the vital necessity of 
expanding Left intervention in a big way to meet the twm attacks 
of the new economic policies and communal ism. The basis for a 
rapid increase in Left intervent10n was to be the strengthening of 
Left unity. The past three years have seen serious effort~ by the 
Party to achieve these goals. At the nat10nal level, the Left parties 
CPl(M), CPI, Forward Bloc and RSP stepped up their JOint 
activities s1gnif1cantly. The jomt Left campaigns of 1992 and the 
February-March 1994 jathas and jomt rallies had the If favourable 
impact on the mass mobilisations against the economic policies 
The m1htantApnl 5 rally at New Delhi and the three general stnkes 
culmmatmg m the September 29, 1994 general stnke manifested 
growing Left coordination at the level of the mass orgamsauons. 
The National Platform of Mass Organisations played a pivotal 
role in w1denmg the united resistance. The united campaign 
agaimt communahsm after the Ayodhya demolition was conducted 
between January and Apnl 1993, and it was pnmanly a Left 
m1ttative m which other sec.ular forces Joined. The biggest 
and most sustained struggle launched by the Left unitedly was 
the three-week CIVIi di-;obed1ence movement in August
September 1994. It saw an exten~ive preparatory campaign and 
the part1c1pation of 62.5 lakh people, of whom 12.5 Jakh 
volunteers courted arrest all over the country. These Left mass 
campaigns and movements have definitely contributed to the 
popular mood of opposition to the Rao Government's liberahsa-
ti l · T · on ~o ICies. his has enhanced the prestige of the Left. The 
expene~ce of these jomt movements must enable the Left 
to continuously launch movements and struggles which will 
become part of the ever-expanding Left intervention in national 
po!It1cs. 

2
·
94

· On major national political issues relating to economic 
pohc1es, the commun l d f 

. a anger and 1mpenalist pressures the Le t parties a d · ' 
f . 11 m particular, the CPI(M) and CPI have had an identity 

o views. However d · 1 
rf ' espne c oser coordmation differences persist or su ace on some . T ' 

issues. he CPI struck a different note on the 
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Const1tut1onal amendment to set up a multi-member Elect10n 
Comm1ss1on by refusing to support it; the CPI pers1sb m not 
~upportmg the application of an economic cnterion w1thm · 
reservation of OBCs and has come out aga111st the creamy layer 
concept enunciated by the Supreme Court; the CPI abo supports 
demands for separate states wherever it has arisen whether 1t be 
Jhdrkhand, Uttarakhand or Chattisgarh. The As~am u111t of the 
CPI still adopts a compromising !me towards chauv1111~tic forces. 
There have also been shortcommg_s m implementing commonly 
agreed decisions at the national level 111 some states with regard to 
mobilisation for the civil disobedience movement. But such 
differences have not hampered the dom111ant trend toward closer 
coordination and unity m action. The settmg up of state level co
ord111at1on committees, though not functioning in a proper manner 
m many ~tates, is in the correct dJrection. The realisation by all the 
Left forces, that strengthening the independent projection of Left 
polic1e~ and expanding Left intervention m the form of joint 
struggles is the key to the succe!-.s of building a Left and 
democratic alternative, is the basis on which Left unity can grow 
overcommg all the difficulties. 

2.95. The Left platform and the struggles launched by the Left 
parties must be constantly addre<;sed to the masses followmg the 
other political parties mcluding the Congres<;(I). It is these m«sses 
who constitute the majonty of the population who are adver!-.ely 
affected by the Congress(!) Government's policies dt the Centre 
and in the states. The Left has to wean these masses away from the 
mfluence of the bourgeois partic<;. The growth and u111ty of the 
Left forces will also endble them to utilise the conflict.., and 
differences among the ruling cld..,..,e~ and the bourge01~-landlord 
part1e~ to advance the intere~t<; of the people and the cla~s 
struggle. The growmg strength and unity of the Left forces will 
also help avoid the tendency of trailing behind the bourgeoi~ 
oppo~1t1on pdrt1es. A strengthened Left force will be able to rally 
the other democratic and ~eculdr forces. It is imperdt1ve that the· 
L~ft grow 111 strength and mass influence 1f the people's quest for 
a genume alternative is to be succes!-.ful. 
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Present Situation and Tasks 

2.96. The maJor challenge in the present situation contmues to 
be the onslaught of the pro-imperialist economic policies which 
are erodmg India's economic sovereignty. These policies are 
advocated by the ruling classes as the solution to overcome the 
structural cnsis of the capitalist path. However: they will only 
deepen the crisis of the bourgeois-landlord system. These policies 
will completely undermme any possibility of a self-rehant, 
independent path of development. The results of these policies are 
severely affecting the livelihood of all sections of the workmg 
people. Fightmg back these policies, rallying all sections of the 
people in the broadest resistance movement and explo1tmg all 
fissures m the bourgeois-landlord classes under the impact of 
these policies, remams the central task today. 

2.97. The other major threat which exists, as during the time of 
the 14th Con,.gress, is the danger of the communal forces as 
represented by the BJP-RSS and its allies. Notwithstandmg the 
electoral setback m the assembly elections in the north, the BJP 
still commands substantial support. The victories in Gujarat and 
r:viaharashtra are an indication of this. The widespread communal 
nots and poison "spread after the Ayodhya demolition have had a 
deep impact. The discontent generated by the bourgeois-landlord 
rule has been channelised in some areas by these reactionary 
forces. The compromising policie~ of the Rao Government 
towards communahsm only encourages these forces. 

2.98. The struggle against communal forces mu~t continue 
in r~ght earnest. This requires the mobilisation of all secular 
sections. The disruptive effect of communal ism on the unity of the 
workmg people must be countered. 

2·99 · The Kashmir question is becoming a crucial question 
before the country. The government is not prepared to go to the 
roots of the problem and solve it If this drift continues it can lead 
to very senous consequences. The CPI(M) and the Left have to 
rally al.I. the democratic and secular forces to ensure that the 
Kashmm people a . · · f r re assured of their identity by prov1dmg 0 

mh aximun:i autonomy within the framework of India. The Party 
as to mob1hse pub!" to 

ic opinion to force.the Central Government 
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politically tackle the problems of the North-East where separatist 
movements have so far succeeded m channehsing the discontent 
into disruptive channels. 

2.100. The fight against rampant corruption and cnminalisation 
of politics is also of great importance since it is corroding the 
democratic fabric of society and the elementary rights of citizens. 

2.101. The present situation is very complex. Because of the 
economic policies, the compromising attitude to communahsm 
and rampant corruption, the Congress(!) is rapidly losing mass 
support. Though the BJP has been trying to utilise the popular 
discontent it has not fully succeeded. However, its recent 
successes in Gujarat and Maharashtra elections have emboldened 
1t to redouble its efforts. The people have shown that they prefer a 
secular alternative wherever there exists an effective secular 
opposition force. This is the expenence of the Andhra Pradesh, 
Karnataka and Bihar elections. An effective secular opposition 
formation at the national level can come into being only when a 
programme distinct from the Congress(!) policies is evolved. 
Such a programme can become effective provided It is backed by 
mass struggles and united movements in which the Party and the 
Left will have to play an important role. It 1s through the 
intensification of the mass struggles that the economic policies of 
the Rao Government can be fought and the danger of communalism 
be warded off. Such mass struggles will also mtluene.e the secular 
bourgeois opposition parties to shape an alternative platform. 
While mitiatmg the mass movements the Party must shun a 
~ctanan approach and actively strive to mobilise the masses 
ranged behind other parties. This will enable us to forge a broad 
unity of the working class, pea~antry and other sections of the 
working people. It is by this path that we can advance towards 
defeatmg both the Congress(!) and the BJP. 

2.102. The CPI(M) and the Left must try for an understanding 
with the secular opposition forces to present an effective electoral 
alternative to the Congress(!) and the BJP. The Left alone cannot, 
in the pre<;ent situation, defeat both these forces. The secular 
opposition parties have, though constrained by the absence of a 
coherent programme, an important role in projecting the immediate 
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electoral alternative. While forging such an under~tandmg we 
should avoid either a sectarian approach towards these parties 
which hampers cooperation with them citing their opportunist 
positions on various issues, or, trailing behind these parties 
because of electoral opportunism. It is by meeting the challenges 
facing the country stated above, that the CPI(M) and the Left can 
play a rightful role in advancing towards building Left and 
democratic unity. 

Platform for Left and Democratic Front 

2.103. The CPI(M) is committed to its basic aim of building a 
people's democratic front led by the working class. Only such a 
front can ensure the success of the people's democratic revolution 
The programme and activities of the Left and democratic front are 
to be visualised as a necessary stage in the struggle to but Id up the 
people's democratic front. The struggle for building a Left and 
democratic front would require taking up a minimum programme 
consisting of the following demands: 

(i) Continue the fight against the IMF-World Bank dictated 
policies; preserve economic independence and self-reliant eco
~omy; mcrease direct taxes, curb black money; cut messenual 
imports and wasteful government expenditure; fight against all 
changes that will be brought about in accordance with the GATf 
treat.y, which are harmful for our economic independence. 

(n) Reverse the policies which undermine the key role of the 
~ublic sector through privatisation, closure of the factories and 
increasing unemployment and protect the small-scale, cooperative 
and t~aditional sectors like coir, cashew, handlooms, f1shenes and 
handicrafts. 

(iii) Implement radical land reforms and distribution of land, 
~nact 1.a~s to plug loopholes in land reforms; correct land records, 
issue JOtnt pattas for · ·1 · 10 women; develop imgational fac1 1t1es 
ov~rcome the lopsided development of agriculture; and central 
leg1slat1on for a · I f 

. gncu tural labour; ensure minimuRl wages or 
agncultural labourers. 

(iv) Measures to cu b th · · · d t s· 
sto a . . r e pnce-nse of essential commo 1 1.e • 

P dmimstered pnce hikes; expand. the public d1stnbuti.on 
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system to cover 14 essential commodities all over the country; 
adequate food stock to be procured by the state for this purpose; 
oppose all measures that adversely affect the food security of the 
country. 

(v) Right to work to be embodied in the Constitution as a 
fundamental nght; provision of unemployment benefits; concrete 
plans to generate rural and urban employment. 

(vi) Need-based mm1mum wages for the workers; recognition 
of trade unions on the basis of secret ballot; statutory proviston for 
workers' part1cipat10n in management; end to all discrimmations 
against women workers; abolitton of child labour. 

(vii) Compulsory primary education and universal elementary 
education; free education up to the secondary stage; revampmg 
the educat10nal system on democratic, secular and sc1ent1fic Imes; 
reversal of indiscnminate privat1sat10n and commercialisation of 
education. Promote mass literacy campaigns to end 1lhteracy. 
Equal treatment and development of all nat10nal languages. 
lncluston of Dogri in 8th Schedule of the Constitution. 

(viii) Defend democracy agam'it authontanan onslaughts by 
the Congress(!); defence of democratic nghts of citizens; 
withdrawal of repressive leg1slat1ons like ESMA, NSA and 
TADA. 

(ix) Restructurmg of Centre-State relations wtth more powers 
to the states; decentralising powers by revitalising panchayat 
system; abrogation of Article 356 of the Constttut1on; defence of 
Left Front Governments. 

(x) Defence of national unity agamst separatist, communal and 
d1v1s1ve forces. Pohtical solution of Kashmir and North-East 
problems meeting the genuine demand of the people of these 
states within the framework of Indian unity. Resolution of the 
Babri MasJtd dispute by reference to a Special Bench of the 
Supreme Court under Arttcle 138(2) and not allowmg this issue to 
be made use of for narrow pohtical ends. 

(xi) Check atrocities against scheduled castes and tnbes by 
stnngent action. Stem measures against untouchabihty and caste 
d1scrimmat10n. Ensure that quotas of reservation for them are 
filled. 
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(xii) Protection of land, development of culture and language 
of tribal people and regional autonomy for tribal compact 
contiguous regions where necessary. 

(xiii) Stern measures against atrocities on women; end of all 
discrimination against women; ensuring of equal rights and other 
legal and Constitutional guarantees; equal rights in property for 
women. 

(xiv) For developing a secular and democratic culture which 
will combat all forms of obscurantism and decadence, 
encouragement to the diverse and composite cultures of all 
regions; promotion of a scientific temper; make cultural faciht1es 
available to all sections of the people. 

(xv) Electoral reforms to eliminate malpractices; proport10nal 
representation system; multi-member Election Commission to be 
set up. 

(xvi) A science and technology policy which encourages 
scientJsts to do creative work and nurture the self-reliant basis of 
India's development. An environmental policy which is 
integrated with the needs of rapid and sustainable development. 

(xvii) The public health system to be improved and expanded. 
Oppose all measures to cut public health expenditure. Expansion 
of primary health centres with adequate stocks of medicine 
all over the country. Housing to be accorded the status of a 
basic right. 

(xvi11) Firm fight against corruption which is eroding the vitals 
of the democratJc polity. 

(~i~) Defence of non-aligned foreign policy, friendship with 
socialist countries, world peace, and support to anti-imperialist 
strugg~es and the struggles for democracy in neighbounng 
countnes. 

2·1?4· The Left and democratic platform outlined above 
constitutes an alternative path of development for India. A path of 
development that en h · · h . sures t at the frmts of economic growt are 
more equitably distnbuted. The implementation of land reforms 
and the developme t f · I 

d n ° agnculture through providmg the land ess 
an P?dor peasants with means of production will lay the basis for 
a rap1 expans10n of th d 

e productive forces, employment an 
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incomes for the rural population. The development of industry 
needs high technology in advanced and soph1st1cated ~ector~ 

provided with different levels of industry with appropnate 
technology suited to utilising the vast agricultural raw matenals 
and abundant manpower available. The public sector will play a 
key role in the core areas. Such a path which will foster self
reliance fully exploiting the vast scientific and technological 
potential available with the country and importing technology on 
the basis of priority needs. India's all-round development will be 
aimed at providing people with educational, health and cultural 
facilities currently so tragically absent in the lives of millions. 
The state will fulfill its social responsibilities to expand the social 
sector withm the reach of all citizens. A secular and democratic 
system is essential for social equality and pro-people develop
ment. A system of democratic decentralisation which devolves 
powers to the states, to the districts and to the villages is essential 
to involve the people in the process of development and to check 
the vested interests. It is based on this domestic model that India 
as a major Third World country can play its due role with a non
ahgned foreign policy which oppose~ imperialist hegemony and 
contributes to bmlding a more eqmtable international economic 
order. The Left and democratic forces have the vision of an 
alternative to the !MF-World Bank dictated path. Without the 
struggle for such a path of development, India will not be able to 
enter the 21 st century as a country set on the road to progress. 

Role of The Party 

2.105. The struggle to establish an India free from social and 
class exploitation can advance and succeed only 1f there is a 
strong Communist Party and a powerful Left movement. The 
Party has to ideologically and politically be the pace-setter for all 
progressive and democratic forces. On the ideological front, the 
Party ha~ been able to umfy its ranks on the basis of the 
ideological resolution adopted at the I 4th Congre~s. in upholding 
the creative application of Marxism-Lenimsm in the context of 
the setbacks to Socialism. Politically, the Party has been in the 
lead to strengthen Left umty and to launch the umted movements 
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of the working people. The mdependent intervention of the Party 
to counter the ruling class policies and the bourgeo1~ and feudal 
ideologies must be stepped up. For this, the Party must expand 
and grow as a well-knit force orgamsat1ondlly. The shortcomings 
analysed in the Salk1a Plenum and the immediate tasks pmpomted 
in the I 4th Congress organisational review have to be taken up 
earnestly. 

2.106. ·The Party has countered the anti-Communist 1deolog1cal 
offensive of the past three years and met the political challenges 
creditably. However, much more remains to be done. Th~defence 
of the country's economic sovereignty requires the ongoing 
struggle agamst the Congress(!) Government and its economic 
policies be taken forward more steadfastly; the defence of 
secularism and national unity calls for waging a consistent 
struggle agamst the BJP and other communal and divisive forces; 
the people must be organised to fight back the many-sided 
oppression of a crisis-ndden bourge01s-landlord order. The Party 
dedicates itself to taking up these tasks in order to discharge its 
responsib1hty to the people and the country. 



Political-Organisational Report* 

Adopted by the 15th Congress of The CPl(M) 
Held at Chandigarh on April 3-8, 1995 

PART I 

INTERNATIONAL 

The 14th Congress had reviewed and a~sessed the radical changes 
in the world situation following the dismantling of Socialism in 
the USSR and Ea~tem Europe. It noted the consequent shift in the 
world balance of forces in favour of imperialtsm and the efforts of 
U.S. imperialism to impose its 'new world order'. 

The political review report of the 14th Congress summed up 
the assessment made by the CPI(M). Vindicating this assessment, 
the intervening period saw that the imt1al offensive that impenalism 
unleashed following the dismantling of Socialism in the USSR 
has been met and the resistance to its efforts to impose its hegemony 
is growing. Though the virulent ideological offensive against 
Marxism-Leninism continues, the international Communist 
movement characterised by disarray at that time, is now showing 
signs of regrouping. The people's struggles against the growing 
miseries imposed by the intensification of all the fundamental 
contradictions of our epoch, are developmg in the advanced 
capitalist countries, former socialist countries and the Third World. 

The concrete tasks before the CPl(M) at the l 4th Congress, in 
this international situation, thus, amounted to the following: 

*The incumbent intemationali~t duty of a Communist in this 
situation to unflinchingly defend the remaining sociali~t countnes 
and their struggles to safeguard and consolidate Socialism against 

*Published m December 1995 ma comptlatton of all Document~ of the I 5th Congress 
of the CPl(M) and also published as a separate Booklet m May, 1995. 
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imperiahst offensive. This was increasingly manifested dunng this 
period by imperialist attempts to use the weapon of 'internal 
subversion" in order to undermine Socialism. 

**Expression of our unflinching solidarity with the anti· 
imperiahst struggles growing worldwide especially in the Thud 
World countries. While at the same time strengthening the ant1-
imperialist consciousness amongst the Indian people and our 
struggles against imperialist attempts to impose its hegemonic 
designs on India. The Political Resolution of the l 4th Congress 
had noted: 

"We must in the face of the imperialist offensive heighten our 
solidanty with the socialist countries; with the Third World 
countries determined to defend independence and social 
transformation; with the national liberation movements; with the 
working people's struggles in the capitalist countries and the forces 
of world peace. The CPI(M) is pledged to fulfill its internationalist 
duties by mobilising all sections of the Indian people in the struggle 
against imperialism". 

***Capitalism's inherent crisis continues to impose fresher 
burdens on the workmg people, resulting in growing popular 
discontent. The consequent protests and struggles of the working 
pepple in defence of their rights is an area which required active 
support and solidarity. 

The political review report of the J 4th Congress had noted: 
"Ca~itahsm cannot provide any answer to problems facing 

humanity. Even for the Soviet Union and Eastern European 
countries capitalism shows a bleak future. Market economy laid 
o~t under orders from above will not be realised in accordance 
with ~ts blu.eprint. If this process is forced on the people, it will 
certamly give rise to many contradictions which are bound to 
threaten the people's living conditions " 

****F h' ~ . . . rom t Is iollowed our task of extending our support and 
sohdanty to the peopl f h ~ · · · · h · e o t e 1ormer socialist countnes m t e1r 
struggles to defend th · f . . . . . . e gams o the socialist system which were 
mcreasmgly bemg erod d b h · . · J A . e Y t e v1c1ous attacks of Capita . n 
important task befo th CP . . . . 

h . . re e I(M) m this situation was to un es1tatmgly and u n· h 
f M . . . n me mgly uphold the revolutionary tenets o arx1sm-Lenm1sm. 
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The 14th Congress Polttical review concluded: 'It must be 
realised that the socialist revolution which results m the 
emancipation of mankind from exploitation, is a very arduous 
process. And in today's internat10nal situation, the Communist 
Parties have to exert more influence through struggles. This 1s not 
confined only to the economic sphere. It extends to all spheres of 
social hfe, drawing in more and more people towards Marxist 
ideology which alone can provide a solution to the present Ills of 
society. Therefore, the setbacks which have occurred in the 
international sphere, are not of a lasting nature; and difficulties 
can be overcome." 

Solidarity with Socialist Countries 
During this period U.S. imperialism tried all weapons in its 

arsenal to stifle socialist Cuba and generate a process that would 
lead to the undermining of Socialism. The Cuban people under 
the leadership of the Communist Party and Fidel Castro uncompro
misingly withstood these attacks bravmg many an offensive and 
are contmumg to safeguard the socialist system. The criminal 
economic blockade imposed by U.S. imperialism despite an 
overwhelming U.N. general assembly resolution calling for its 
withdrawal (only U.S. and Israel voted against this resolution), 
continues creatmg unprecedented economic difficulties for Cuba. 
However, it is heartening to note that despite this blockade some 
advanced capitalist countries have begun economic relations with 
Cuba and politically U.S. imperialism is more isolated on this issue. 

Imperialism simultaneously is attempting to generate internal 
tensions and staged the so-called "refugee crisis" by orchestrating 
a highly publicised attempt to show that the people are fleemg 
Cuba. However, Cuba's response and the firmness with which its 
people rallied behind its socialist system ultimately forced USA 
to come to a negotiated agreement which in the present 
circumstances represents a victory for Cuba. 

Under these circumstances, responding to our internationalist 
commitments, the CPI(M) took the initiative in organising a 
countrywide campaign of solidarity with Cuba with the aim of send mg 
a shipload of foodgrains as a token of Indian people's solidarity. 
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A big countrywide campaign was conducted under the auspices 
of the National Committee of Solidarity with Cuba. The total cost 
of sendmg a shipload of foodgrams to Cuba was over Rs. 5 crore. 
This was collected m the process and commendable work was 
done by our units of West Bengal, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Andhra, 
Pun1ab and others. It was for the first time since the days of the 
heroic Vietnamese struggle that the Indian people engaged m such 
a direct expression of solidarity with the socialist cause. The fact 
that the target which mitially appeared distant could be fulfilled 
reflects the tremendous success of the programme undertaken by 
the Party. All Party units responded enthusiastically to this 
campaign. 

An Indian delegation led by Comrade Surjeet went to Cuba to 
receive the ship which was flagged off from Haldia port. A big 
reception was organised in Havana where Fidel Castro expressed 
his sincere gratitude to the Indian people and the solidanty 
committee for this concrete express10n. Forced by our move the 
Government of India ultimately fulfilled its earlier commitment 
on the quantum of rice to be sold to Cuba. 

Subsequently, in 1994 another 300 tonnes of detergents and 
bathing soap was sent to Cuba in response to the appeal for 
assistance m the light of Cuba's shortages. The overwhelming bulk 
of the mobilisation of resources and material was undertaken by 
us. Some Congress and Janata Dai Chief Ministers had helped in 
this effort. 

North Korea 

During this period U.S. imperialism intensified its efforts 
to · N . press~nse orth Korea into submission on the so-called nuclear 
msp~ction issue. But North Korea displayed a strong sense 
of will ~nd. determination not to allow U.S. imperialism to get 
away with its schemes. As a result of this bilateral negotiations 
between DPRK and USA progressed. The,fourth round ended on 
21 st October 1994 With an agreement that the West will provide 
ahlternate .nuclear reactor technology to DPRK. The USA. 
owever 1s now seekin t b . K 

to fulfill,thi . . g 0 sa otage this by asking South orea 
s obhgat1on. The DPRK has objected to this statmg 
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that the USA is not only backing out but is seeking to give the 
South a potential political leverage. 

Durmg this penod the CPl(M) supported the various positions 
that DPRK took and expressed solidarity with the Korean people 
in their struggle to strengthen Socialism and peacefully reunite 
their motherland. 

China 
Dunng this period, as noted in the Political Resolution, 

imperialist pressures continued to mount against China. Under the 
pretext of so-called human rights' violations, on the Most Favoured 
Nation status, Super 301, threats of trade retaliation and blocking 
China's entry to GAIT, U.S. imperialism continues to mount 
pressures. China has been successfully resisting these attempts. 

The process of reforms continues in China with its efforts to 
establish the 'socialist market economy'. This process has generated 
tremendous economic successes. The CPI(M) hopes that this 
process will help overcome the weaknesses and strengthen 
Socialism in China. 

Vietnam 

During this penod the USA was forced to withdraw its um lateral 
economic embargo against Vietnam. The establishment of official 
U.S. relations with Vietnam 1s a s1gn1f1cant success. The 
Vietnamese Party also adopted certain reforms aimed at 
strengthening Socialism which have yielded some pos1t1ve results. 
The CPI(M) hopes that these efforts will help Vietnam m 
overcoming its weaknesses and strengthening Sociah~m. 

Solidarity with Struggles in the Third World 

The Political Resolution notes that in the changed world situation 
favouring imperialism temporanly, the anti-imperialist content of 
many Third World fora such as the Non-Aligned Movement, the 
Arab League etc. have been diluted. In this situation, in many Third 
World countnes the national liberat10n forces were forced to seek 
out compromise settlements. The F.M.L.N. in El Salvador thus 
entered into agreement and ceased its armed struggle with the 



302 Documents of The Communist Movement in India 

promise of universal democratic elections and 1mplementat10n of 
land reforms. In the elections, while the Communists won in the 
areas where it had control, the government was formed by the 
rightist forces which won in the other parts. Though denied a two
thirds majority, the nght wmg Arena government has refused to 
carry out the agreement on land reforms. But it has been able to 
reverse the land reform gains in the areas controlled by the 
Communists. The focus of the struggle, hence, has now shifted 
from armed struggle to that of political electoral battles. 

The PLO under Arafat finally agreed to a settlement far short of 
its avowed aim of establishing a Palestinian nation. Israel continues 
to be belligerent and is systematically settling Jewish populat10n 
in the occupied areas. But on the question of Jerusalem, a part of 
which was to be the capital of the Palestinian state, Israel has 
remained intransigent. This settlement has been seen by many 
Palestinian groups as an unfair compromise and has created a lot 
of dissensions within the ranks of the PLO. Thus, though the 
settlement has been reached, the period will see continued tensions 
and strife. The religious fundamentalist group Hamas has 
intensified its activities and seeks to exploit the popular discontent 
for its political ambitions. 

While welcoming any effort at restoration of peace in West A ~1a, 
the ~Pl(M) has been critical of the compromise which failed to 
~ulf11l the asp1rat10ns of the four-decade-long heroic struggle and 
innumerable sacrifices of the Palestinian people. 
. During this period our solidarity with the developing struggle 
m South Africa deepened. Despite all efforts of the react10nary 
forces, the South African people under the Ieadershi p of the ANC. 
SACP and COSATU registered a stunning electoral victory ending 
the abominable apartheid regime culminating one phase in the 
saga of hu~an struggles of epic proportions. Nelson Mandela's 
first ever v1s1t to I d" · · TI n ta generated widespread enthusiasm. 1e 
receptton accorded in Calcutta was indeed historic and of such 
proportwns that Mandela himself was visibly moved. 

The CPI(M) has b · . f h een consistently supporting the cause o t e 
people of Westem Sahara led by the Polisario The UN sponsored 
referend · · · 

. um continues to be sabot::tged by U S -backed Morocco, 
denying the Saharw1 people their homeland.· . 
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The situation in Afghanistan, notwithstanding U.N. resolutions, 
continues to deteriorate. Civil war conditions persist with a total 
breakdown of any governance. The contending groups are battling 
for control of Kabul. In the process, irreparable loss of life and 
property continues unabated. 

International Communist Movement 
In pursuance of the urgent necessity to strengthen the 

ideological campaigns and build up international solidarity 
among the Communists, the CPl(M) took the initiative of 
organising an international seminar commemorating the 
175 birth anniversary of Karl Marx "On the Contemporary 
World Situation and the Validity of Marxism". This was the 
first maJor event to take place anywhere in the world following 
the dismantling of Socialism where the Communist Parties met 
to discuss ideological issues. The three-day seminar attracted 
worldwide attention and its proceedings, which were promptly 
brought out by the Party, received a good international response. 
Nineteen parties from different countnes of the world and the 
CPI attended the conference and presented papers. Three parties 
sent their papers but could not physically be present while 
8 parties sent messages. Thus of the 31 parties invited all of 
them responded. 

This exchange of views led the participants to the conclusion 
that, despite the setback to Socialism as was seen in the Soviet 
Union and East European countries, Marxism-Leninism remains 
valid as a lodestar for the activities of fraternal parties. At the 
same time, it was agreed that senous mistakes were committed in 
the process of building Soc1ahsm causing great damage, leading 
to the final collapse of Socialism in the USSR and the East 
European socialist countries. The participants in the seminar 
pledged themselves to renew and develop the tenets of Marxism 
in the hght of experience gathered in the process of developing 
the revolutionary Communist Movement over the century. 

The West Bengal State Committee made excellent preparations 
to host this seminar and it became a focal point of our ideo
logical campaign. 
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Following this, reports have reached us of reg10nal meetings of 
Communist Parties m many areas. The European parties met at 
the invitation of the Communist Party of Portugal to coordmate 
their immediate struggles against the process of European 
unification and discussed some ideological issues. 

The Communist Parties of Latin Amenca met in Mexico From 
outside the region only the CPI(M) was invited to this meetmg 
which we attended. 

Fraternal relat10ns with various Communist Parties have 
developed dunng this period. Contacts with the SACP continue to 
improve. Despite severe attacks by the reactionary forces, such as 
the brazen assassination of its General Secretary, Comrade Chns 
Ham, the SACP continues to play an important role in present
day South African developments. 

Our relations with the united party in Nepal have stead1 ly grown 
The death of its General Secretary Madan Bhandari and PB 
member Jeevraj Ashrit, in a road accident under mystenous 
circumstances was a big loss. The CPN(UML), however, scored 
an impressive victory m the recent elections. By emerging as the 
single largest party, it has formed the government. In the present 
international situation, this is a big victory. 

During this period intense ideological struggles took place w1thm 
many Communist Parties around the world. In USA and Canada, 
t~ough the parties split, the struggle culminated finally with the 
victory of those pledged to the adherence to Marxism-Leninism, 
Proletarian Internationalism and Democratic Centralism.Our 
relations With these parties are developmg. 

Fraternal relations have been established with the Communist 
Party of Russian Federation, during this penod. The CPl(M) 
attended its 3rd Congress in January, 1995. The CPRF has a sizable 
presence m the Russian Parliament. Its influence is growing and 11 
is revampmg Its organisational structure. 

Our contacts With the parties m former Socidhst countries, like 
the PDS of Germany th H · • h ' e unganan Socialist Workers Party ave 
grown durmg this period. 

During this penod f . 
our ratemal ties wtth the Communist Parues 

of the advanced cap t r . d 1 d ist countnes have also steadily improve -
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the Jdpanese Communist Party, the Communist Refoundatton of 
Italy and with parties m Spain, Portugal and France 

Imperialist Efforts at Economic Hegemony 
This period saw the intensification of the imperialist efforts to 

impose its hegemony over the world economy and force the Third 
World countries to change their ec;onom1es to suit its interests. 
The World Bank/IMF prescriptions and the recent GAIT treaty 
have been major forms through which this is sought to be imposed. 
The recent world summit at Copenhagen was utilised to endorse 
the IMF structural adjustment programme as the only panacea for 
the Third World. 

This intensification comes as an attempt by the imperialist 
countnes to emerge from their cnsis at the expeme of the Third 
World.As noted m the political resolution, capitalist recovery from 
the longest recessionary spell m recent years is both uneven and 
sluggish. This is charactensed by growmg unemployment. The 24 
OECD countnes had in June 1994, 8 .5 per cent of their workforce 
or 35 million unemployed. In the G-7 countnes in July 1994 there 
were 24 million unemployed. 

This has imposed greater burdens on the workmg people m 
capitahst countnes. Homelessness and poverty 1s on the nse. In 
Germany, 7.25 million live below the poverty line and 8 lakh are 
homeless. Welfare expenditure by the state is bemg curtailed. In 
USA, Clmton recently announced the decision to further cut 7 
million dollars from existing social programmes. 

The working people responded with big strikes in the advanced 
capitalist world in the last two years. In the political sphere the 
rulmg parties suffered major electoral reverses in many countries. 
The Left and Social Democrats have gained in some countries. 

It is in this background that the village of the Third World is 
being intensified. Already, 61 per cent of Latin America's and 50 
per cent of Africa's population lives below the abysmally low 
poverty line. The ILO estimates that by the year 2000, 50 per cent 
of the world's population will be starving. Third World debt has 
risen to 1,662 b1ll1on dollars and projected to grow by an additional 
6.5 per cent in 1993. The World Bank estimates that during the 
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first 6 months of 1994 there was a net outflow of 731 m1lhon 
dollars from the Third World to the advanced capitalist world 
According to the ILO there are a thousand mtlhon illiterates and 
nearly 30 per cent of the people eligible for work are Jobless or 
underemployed m the world today. 

The Left and progressive forces are registering voices of protest 
against these imperialist prescript10ns throughout the world 
including in many capitalist countries. Coordinated efforts are 
emergmg agamst the specific manner in which this hegemony 1s 
sought to be imposed. In the Latin American region in particular, 
the estabhshment of the NAFfA and its disastrous policies has 
created a situation where the progressive forces are seeking to 
coordinate their struggles. Similarly, the process of European 
integration has also seen coordmated activity amongst vanous 
forces in Europe in organising their protests. It is mcumbent on 
us, while strengthening the struggles against these economic 
policies within the country highlighting the anti-impenahst content 
to coordinate with the regional forces in these struggles. This is 
the concrete manner in which the anti-imperialist struggles in the 
commg period will have to be coordinated. We have to do much 
more to strengthen the campaign against imperialism among the 
people. 

However, despite these various activities undertaken by the 
Party m pursuance of the political understanding adopted at the 
14th Congress, there are certam shortcomings that need to be noted 
The 14th Congress had enjomed the Party to continue to under
take the study of the development in the former soci'alist countnes 
as well as in the remaining ones in order to enrich our under
standmg and to draw correct lessons. This process has been going 
on ~hrough various exchanges with the Communist Parties of 
vanous countries. We must take into account the discussions within th . 
. e van.ous parties and further take up this task to enrich our 
1deolog1cal understandmg. 

Reaffirming its corn ·t . · 1 ·an . . m1 ments to Marx1sm-Lenm1sm, pro etan 
mternat1onaltsm and anti-imperialist solidarity the CPI(M) is 
plf;dge.d to mtensify the ideological struggles to meet the enemy's 
o 1ens1ve. 
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NATIONAL 

Implementation of the Political-Tactical Line of 14th Congress 

The Central Committee and the Polit Bureau had to concretely 
apply the poht1cal-tactical line evolved at the 14th Congress in 
J,muary 1992 to the developing situation. The Political Resolut10n 
of the Congress had set out two maJor tasks before the Party
fighting back the offensive of the new economic policies of the 
Narasimha Rao Government and the growing communal danger. 
From this flowed the slogan of defeating both the Congress(!) and 
the BJP. 

Implementation of the polit1cal-tact1cal line to defeat both the 
Congress(!) and the BJP in a situation fraught with political 
instability required proper assessment and prompt intervention in 
the developing situation. Dependmg on the io;;sue, we had to 
concentrate our attack against one or the other at different junctures. 
In the case of the struggle agam<>t the economic policies, our 
constant efforts were directed agam~t the Congres~(I) Government. 
Without relaxing our struggle agaimt the economic poltc1eo;; we 
also had to simultaneously pay priority to the struggle again'>t the 
BJP and its allies whenever issues of communalt~m and threat to 
national unity arose. We had to also take into account the disarray 
in the secular oppo~ition-the Janata Dai-National Front combme. 
In this penod many such issues arose such as the Presidential 
elections in June 1992; the grave situation emerging after the 
December 6 demolition of the Babri Masjid; the tactics to be 
adopted in the elections to the assemblies of the North Indian states; 
the struggle in Parliament against the Narasimha Rao Government's 
economic policies and the rampant corruption, the parliamentary 
steps to move no confidence motions and to oppose the budgets 
etc. The understanding arrived at 111 the 14th Congress helped us 
to arrive at correct conclusions and tactics. We had to judge each 
i~sue from the standpoint of whom we had to fight on that question 
and how to further advance the Left and democratic forces. 

Struggle Against Economic Policies 
The first major action at the all-India level against the economic 

policies of the Rao Government had taken place in November 1991 
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through a general strike called by the Sponsormg Committee of 
Trade Unions. Followmg the 14th Congress, the Polit Bureau 
immediately took the imtiative for the Left parties to call for a 
JOint movement agamst the effects of the economic policies on 
the people like price rise. The Left imt1ative was necessary as only 
it had a clear-cut and firm stand agamst the new economic policies 
and the Janata Dai was riven with dissensions at that juncture. The 
first phase began from February 15, 1992 with local protest act10ns 
and culminated on March 4 with statewide rallies and a mass dhama 
by MPs and MLAs from Left parties in Delhi. In the next phase 
we approached the National Front constituents to support the trade 
un10ns' call for general stnke on 16th June. This general stnke 
drew in more sections of the workers and employees than the 
November 1991 action. On November 25, 1992 a massive rally of 
the working class was orgamsed by the Sponsoring Committee of 
Trade Um ons at Delh1. April 1993 ~aw the formation of the Nat10nal 
Platform of Mass Organisations, a body which for the first time 
brought together the organisations of the working people apart 
from the trade unions. It is through this platform that the Left 
mass organisations mtensified the movement against the economic 
pohc1es with the jatl bharo movement in August and the 
nat1onw1de September 9 bandh. This bandh was another step m 
widening the resistance to the economic policies and brought m 
the .rural masses man organised way into the struggle. The growing 
anti-GAIT feeling among the peasantry also contributed to their 
wider participation. 

The Polit Bureau and the Central Committee were constantly 
reviewi~g the ongomg struggles against the economic policies and 
had d~cided on a twin approach. Firstly, there had to be constant 
m1ttattve and ·1nt · f · · J t . erventton o the Left parties mdependent Y 0 

mobilise the people m the struggle against the economic policies 
and t.o project the Left. This was essential as only th~ Left had a 
consistent cntique and t d · · · · d 
h s an agamst the economic policies an as 

t e years 1992-93 s th · . · I b . aw e contmumg disarray m the secu ar 
ou~geois opposnion parties and the splits and inability to present 

a united front Thebo · . . d d 
. . · urgeo1s opposition parties by and large, 1 

not mobilise the pe I ' 
op e against the onslaught of the new economic 
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pohcies. It was the Left intervention which widened the mas~ 
movement and brought in new sections. Secondly, in hght of the 
experience of the Sponsoring Committee of Trade Unions which 
saw wider trade union unity after the November 1991 and 16th 
June 1992 stnke, it was decided that this platform should be 
widened to include all other sections of the people affected by the 
hberahsation policies. It is the National Platform of Mass 
Organisations which conducted the 1993 and 1994 nationwide 
protest actions, giving it a broader sweep and character. 

The Central Committee had decided in its meeting m December 
1993 to intensify the Left-led movement which provided the setting 
for a wider mobilisation through the mass organisations in 1994. 
The Left parties again chalked out a two-stage programme. In the 
first phase in February and March, JOmt]athas in the states were 
followed by big state-level ralhes on a charter of demands agamst 
the Rao Government's policies and presentmg alternative policies. 
Notable were the big rallies Jointly conducted by the CPl(M) and 
the CPI at V1jayawada and ThanJdVur. 

This two-month campaign culminated m the Apnl 5, I 994 rally 
called by the National Platform actively backed by the Left parties 
at Delhi which saw a m1htant demonstration after the police 
prohibited the march from proceedmg to Parhament. This was 
followed in the second stage by the call for a mass civil 
disobedience campaign between August 16 and September 9. 
Widespread preparations were undertaken for this movement by 
enrollment of volunteers, the target bemg l 0 lakh volunteers to 
court arrest and go to jail. This three-week 1ail bharo campaign 
saw the biggest mobilisation conducted by the Left with the 
participation of 12.5 lakh volunteers in the court arrest programmes 
and another 50 lakhs participatmg m the ma~s sit-ms organised 
in West Bengal. Reviewing this movement, the Central Committee 
noted the good effort made by the Party as a whole in this campaign. 
At the same time, it pointed out that while it succeeded in 
mobilising the masses under our influence, it could not draw 
in the non-Party masses into the actual struggle; also, in a few 
states the requisite effort to enrol volunteers for court arrest 
commensurate with our strength was not undertaken. 
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This mass mob1hsation and struggle led by the Left provided 
the momentum for the National Platform of Mass Organisations 
call for rail roko on September 20 and the September 29, 1994 
general strike and hartal. Initially, the Polit Bureau was 
apprehensrve that the ratl roko call commg soon after the c1vtl 
disobedience movement would affect the 29th September general 
strike. However, the widespread response to the rat! roko call 
showed that we had underestimated the mass mood. The stnke 
saw the participation of 25 million workers and employees making 
it the biggest protest action smce the November 1991 strike. The 
strike assumed the form of bandh m West Bengal, Kerala, Tnpura, 
Bthar and Tamil Nadu. There was a total shutdown of banks and 
msurance estabhshments; the participation of public sector and 
State Government employees was good in most centres; most of 
the defence production units jomed the strike. The stnke also 
covered secttons of the unorgamsed workers in some states. 

In keeping with the call given m the 14th Congress to intensify 
the resi~tance to the new economic pohcies, the Party was to a 
large extent successful in ensuring JOmt Left intervention in a 
consistent manner to but Id up resistance to the policies. The three 
all-Indta general strikes and bandhs and the Left-led act10ns 
including the April 5, 1994 rally at Delhi showed that it is only the 
Left which ts the firm defender of the people's rights against the 
onslaughts of the IMF/Word Bank dictated pohcies. 

The Party also sought to reach out to the rural ma~ses by 
organismg the mass campaigns and jathas to explain the impact 
of the economic policies on the peasantry and agricultural labour. 
~or the anti-GAIT treaty campaign, the Party brought out booklets 
rom the centre and m the states to oppose the harmful prov1s10ns 

which would have a direct impact on the people. The Party also 
took up each policy measure which dismantles the public sector, 
erodes. self-reliance and opens the core areas to foreign capital 
and privatisation. The fight against the privatisation of banking 
and msurance· the f I h 
d . ' manc1a sectors reforms as a whole; t e 

1smvestment of pub! . f h ic sector un1t shares· the opening up o t e 
telecom power and th . ' . 

. ' 0 er infrastructure sectors to foreign 
multmat1onal rorpo t · d · . k 

- ra tons m tscnmmately-all these were ta en 
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up to rom.e the people and to defend the country's intere~t<.. 
The P<lrty actively supported all the trade union act10n~ <lgam~t 
the pnvati~atlon and d1smantl111g of the public sector and r<l1sed 
these 1~~ues in Parliament along with the oher Left and democratic 
forces. 

It is the Party's consistent role and the united Left intervention 
which succeeded in intens1fy111g the resistance to the economic 
policies of the Rao Government. It is due to this protest movement 
that the Congress(!) Government was stopped from going ahead 
with a wage freeze, the enforcement of an exit policy was stalled 
and closure of certain nationalised banks and public sector units 
halted. The Party and the Left reflected the mass discontent through 
the countrywide protest movements. This has had its impact w1thm 
the Congress(!) alsu where rumblmgs on economic pohcy 1s being 
increa~mgly heard with the revolt of ArJUn Smgh. 

At the same time we must note the necessity of sustaining and 
widening the mass resistance to the liberalisation pohc1es further. 
The Rao Government is far too committed to the imperialist 
dictated path to change it unless it becomes politically needed to 
remain in power. So far the Rao Government has been able to 
rally the big business and landlord sections with this policy but 
fissures are appeanng. While the Party by and large has moved 
when there is an all-India call, nevertheless in many places we 
are not able to link the general slogans against the economic 
policies to the concrete problems affecting the people and lead 
struggles on local issues. Every section of the people is affected 
by pnce-rise, loss of jobs, traditional occupations and earnmgs. 
The cost of inputs for their meagre production are growing. The 
recent struggle of fishermen against the entry of multinat1onals, 
the travails of the weavers, the scarcity of cheap food and essential 
commodities, the phght of small growers of commercial crops
all these are issues to be taken up and movements built. We must 
be able to go amongst the unorganised sect10ns and draw them 
into struggles. We must accept self-criticaUy that in most places 
the Party and the mass organisations led by us are yet to undertake 
this task seriously. 
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Communal Danger 
The other major task enjoined by the Party Congress was to 

step up the struggle against the communal danger which was 
correctly foreseen and warned against in the political resolutwn 
One of the maJOr areas of concern for the Poht Bureau and the 
Part)' Centre was to follow the developments regarding the Ayodhya 
dispute and intervene promptly to isolate the BJP and to be vigilant 
regarding the compromising tendency of the Rao Government 
Utilising the accretion of strength gained in the 1991 electwns 
and Its control of the U.P. State Government, the BJP-RSS-VHP 
combine set out to implement its nefarious plan to demolish the 
Babri Masjid. The year 1992 saw systematic efforts tp put this 
plan mto operation with the Naras1mha Rao Government remamrng 
a passive and compromising spectator. The Polit Bureau and the 
Party Centre had \1gllantly monitored the situation and in the two 
National Integration Council meetings (which were also called 
under our pressure) took the initiative to press for Central 
intervention to prevent the assault on the mosque. The unanimous 
resolution adopted m the Council in its November 1992 meeting 
authorising the Prime Minister to act to uphold the Const1tut10n 
was moved by Comrade SurJeet. In this period the Party stepped 
up its anti-communal campaign. August 15 was observed as a day 
to defend secularism and national unity and demonstrations were 
held all over the country. Seeing the imminent danger with the kar 
sevaks assembling at Ayodhya, the Poht Bureau asked the State 
Committees to organise mass meetings and demonstrauons 
between December 3 and 6 to demand Central intervention and to 
expose the. BJP-VHP-RSS game. Many public meetings and 
demonstrations were held in different parts of the country. 

!he December 6 event at Ayodhya marked the most shameful 
episode where the communal forces were given a free run with 
the Centre mutely lookmg on. The Centre allowed the VHP to 
s~t u~ a makeshift temple at the site on December 7. A seriolJS 
situation develop d 'th · I . e wi widespread riots and communal v10 ence 
spreading all over th . le d 
h e country. The communal riots which engu ie 
t e country after Dec b · f Up em er 6, saw hornfic violence in many c1t1es 0 

· ·• Gujarat, Rajasthan, M.P., Maharashtra, Karnataka and 
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other centres. A disturbmg feature was the riots and commundl 
frenzy m industrial centres. This showed the penetration of the 
communal ideology in the working class areas. In many places 
like Kanpur, Bhopal, Sahranpur and other centres the Party did its 
best to douse the communal flames and avert violence. Relief work 
was also undertaken at many centres. In West Bengal, the Left 
Front Government acted firmly to put down communal mischief 
in a few parts of Calcutta withm a day and the Party succeeded m 
preventmg trouble in other parts of the state. 

The Central Committee held an urgent meeting in December to 
take stock of the situation. Prior to that the Polit Bureau took the 
initiative to call a convention on December 19 and got together all 
the secular opposition forces to unite with the Left on a jomt 
platform. Out of this convention emerged the Rashtriya Ekta 
Abhiyan (C.N.U.) which conducted a mass campaign in the penod 
January to Apn l 1993. This mcluded mass pledge taking on January 
30 and a mass signature campaign, state level rallies and a national 
level rally on April 14. Lakhs of people part1c1pated in the human 
chain programmes held in West Bengal and Kerala. 

There 1s no doubt that our Party m most states made serious 
efforts in the anti-communal campaign. West Bengal and Kerala 
conducted the most systematic campaign. In other states like B1har, 
Assam, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Orissa, Mahara~htra, U.P., 
Madhya Pradesh and Kamataka also there were a wide range of 
activities. They extended from public meetings, conventions, 
seminars to human chams. Among the major highlights during the 
three-month anti-communal campaign were the January 26 human 
chain in West Bengal in which 2 crore participated; the January 20 
massive rally at Patna; the Calcutta rally; the human chain 
programme in Kera) a on March 30 and the April 14 rally at Delhi. 

In most of the states, it was the CPl(M) which took the initiative 
to launch the united campaigns against communal ism. Even among 
the mass signatures collected to present to the President, half were 
collected by the Party and mass organisations. However, the fact 
that only 75 lakh signatures were collected by the Party showed 
that even in the strong states of West Bengal and Kerala the door
to-door mass contact programme was not taken up in an adequate 
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manner. The bourgeois oppos1t10n parties like the Janata Dai 
(except m B1har), the TDP and DMK did not take up this mass 
campaign senously. Generally, the1r part1cipat1on m the C NU 
campaigns were token with the leaders joming without their mass 
following. Despite this, at many places the umted secular campaign 
drew m people from different walks of hfe and contnbuted m 
creatmg an atmosphere against the spread of the communal virus. 
A big section of the intelligentsia, including cultural groups and 
the platform of the literacy campaign, became active in the defence 
of seculansm. Our Party comrades working in such groups took 
the lead. The Party Centre brought out a series of pamphlets to 
highlight the communal threat. Lakhs of copies of these pamphlets 
and other booklets brought out in the states were also sold m 
different languages. The Party's role in the anti-communal 
campaign brought about a change in the perception of the minorities 
regarding Communists. 

When the Narasimha Rao Government announced the Ayodhya 
package in January 1993 as its solution for the dispute, the Poht 
Bureau came out sharply against it. The proposal compnsed 
acquiring the land where the mosque had stood and its surroundings 
by the Centre; it re,ferred the question whether there was a temple 
or a Hindu rehg1ous structure before the mosque was built to the 
Supreme Court for an opmion under Article 143 and finally the 
Centre announced the setting up of two trusts for buildmg the 
tem~le and the mosque. The Party pomted out the futility of the 
Prestdenttal reference under Article 143 the terms of which were 
w~ighted against the ninorities; the p;omise to build a temple 
without specifying where was another ploy that Naras1mha Rao 
began to try and appropriate the temple platform from the VHP. 
The Party Centre mobilised all the Left Parties and the Janata Dai 
~o demand that the reference under Article 143 be scrapped and 
mstead Article 138(2) b · d 

e mvoked to transfer all the cases pen mg 
before the Allahab d H" h · h 

a tg Court for a full judicial verdict by t e 
Supreme Court wh · h 1 All h tc wou d be bmdmg on all sides. 

t rough l 994, the Polit Bureau and the Central Committee 
strongly condemn d th R · · h 

e e ao Government's efforts to mob1hse t e 
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Sh,mkdrdcharyas' to form a trust to build the temple. The Supreme 
Court Judgement refusmg to hear the Pres1dent1dl reference and 
declining that the d1~pute can be resolved through the JUd1cidl 
process spelled a victory for the hne of our Party and all the secular 
forces. Despite the Home Minister's recent statement that the 
government has no option but to invoke Article 138(2), the 
government once again appears backing out. 

Presidential Elections 
One of the first issues following the 14th Congress, in which 

we had to correctly apply the pohtical-tact1cal hne was on the 
question of Presidential elections. Takmg stock of the situation, 
the Polit Bureau felt that it was essential that the post of President 
and Vice-President be filled by persons who had reliable secular 
credentials; that the BJP with its mcrea~ed strength as the major 
opposition party should not be allo\\ed to take advantage of the 
political instability; that our tactics ~hould ensure that 1t does not 
influence the chmce of either Pre~ident or Vice-Pre~ident; and that 
we should strive to arrive at a common under~tanding with the 
Left and other secular opposition parties to achieve this. Given 
the correlat10n of forces 1t was not possible to ensure the election 
of a candidate sponsored by the Left and secular opposition parties; 
hence we had to see if the Congress(!) would put up suitable 
candidates at this juncture. The Party secured a common 
understanding on this question among the Left parties which then 
asked the Congress(!) to propose nominees for the two posts so 
that the concerned parties could decide on the matter. 

When the Congress(!) refused to announce both the nominees 
together and proposed only Shankar Dayal Sharma as the 
Presidential nominee, we had to take a dec1s10n. The Janata Dai 
and the National Front decided not to support the Congress(!) 
nominee with V.P. Singh announcing that only a SC/ST candidate 
would be acceptable. For this they chose G.G. Swell for whom the 
BJP also declared support. The Party considered Sharma's 
candidature smtable from the secular v1ewpomt. In such a situation 
the Party declared support fc1 Sharma's candidature and 
demarcated from the National Front decision. Subsequently, the 



316 Documents of The Communist Movement in Indw 

choice of K.R. Narayanan as the Vice-Presidential candidate made 
the choice for both the positions acceptable on the secular cntena 

The support to the Congress(!) nominee for President had raised 
questions and even opposition in certain Party units and circles 
The Polit Bureau prepared a note on our tactics on the Presidential 
elections which was subsequently adopted by the Central 
Committee and reported to the entire party. Tho11e who had 
reservations or apprehensions about supporting a Congress(!) 
candidate were unable to see the new situation where the BJP could 
have manoeuvred to influence the choice of the Vice-Pres1dent1al 
nommee by coming to an agreement with the Congress(!) 3ust as 
in the case of the Deputy Speakership of the Lok Sabha. As the 
Central Committee document on the Presidential election stated 
'The Poht Bureau felt that in the present unstable political situation 
it 1s essential to see that the persons who occupy these two posts 
are not such who would act mim1cal to secular and democratic 
values when a cntical situation may anse. Such sudden twists and 
turns may occur in the future and it is necessary to see that 
unsuitable persons are not in these key positions which can prove 
advantageous for the impenalists or communal forces. The Poht 
Bureau also wanted to prevent the situation in which the BJP is 
able to arrive at an understanding with the Congress(!) on these 
two posts JUSt as it was able to do in the Speaker and Deputy 
Speaker elections. If the BJP had succeeded in influencing the 
choice of the V1ce-Presidentship in retur.n for supporting the 
Congress(!) Presidential candidate they would have penetrated to 
the higher echelons of constitutional power." 

Our sta~d was vmdicated by the serious developments that took 
place w1thm six months of the Presidential elections. The build up 
to the demolition of the Bahri Masjid and the shameful deed on 
December 6 and th ·d . e WI espread communal v10lence never seen 
smce. par~ttlon in the followmg weeks all showed the gravity of 
the situation created b th · bi . Y e communal forces which were a e to 
effectively use the St t G h 
Th . a e ovemment machinery in Uttar Prades · 

I k
e ghuard a.gamst the BJP penetrating high constitutional office 

1 et e President and v p · . 
D Sh . ice- resident proved timely. The President, 

r. arma issued a p bi" ' u ic statement expressing serious concern 
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and urgmg the Central Government to act in the grave s1tuat10n 
created by the demolition of the mosque. These tactics in the 
Presidential elections were necessitated by the concrete s1tuat10n 
where the BJP posed a senous threat to the secular basis of the 
republic. 

Dismissal of BJP Governments 
The struggle to check the BJP's advance and to isolate it 

politically was kept in mind all through by the Poht Bureau and 
Central Committee even while intensifying the struggle against 
the Congress(!) Government's policies. Immediately after the 
demolition of the Babri Masjid, the Polit Bureau demanded that 
the BJP Governments in M.P., Rajasthan and Himachal Pradesh 
quit office as the Chief Ministers of these governments had openly 
defended the attacks on the Constitut10n and law by the RSS 
combme at Ayodhya and used the official machinery to mob1hse 
kar sevaks for the demoht10n. When the Central Government, in 
face of mounting pressure, d1sm1ssed these three governments, 
our Party supported this action even though Article 356 was 
invoked. The question arose as to why our Party which has always 
been opposed to Article 356 was now condoning Its use? 

The s1tuat1on in the country after the Ayodhya event was an 
extraordmary one with the gravest threat posed to national unity 
and the secularprmciple in the Constitution. The BJPGovemments 
were openly challengmg the secular basis of the pohty. In such a 
situation resort to Article 356 of the Constitution had to be seen in 
the context of the danger to the very basis of secularism and national 
unity. Our stand was subsequently vindicated by the judgement 
given by the Supreme Court which upheld the use of Article 356 
against the BJP Governments while at the same time declaring as 
unconstitutional its use against the Bommai Government in 
Karnataka. The Court gave d1rect1ons to check the misuse of Article 
356 for political reasons by the ruling party at the Centre. Though 
the BJP tried to make a big issue of the dismissal of its governments 
in the November assembly elections, its subsequent defeat showed 
how the action was timely and necessary to prevent further 
communal polarisation and onslaughts on secularism. 
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In this connection there was another move by the BJP which we 
opposed. In the Parliament sess10n after the demolition, the BJP 
brought a no confidence motion agamst the government with the 
main issue bemg the dismissal of the BJP Governments and the 
arrest of its leaders. Our Party and the Left not only refused to 
support this motion but opposed it. The Janata Dai and the National 
Front abstained. Smee this motion was to justify their action m 
Ayodhya we had no hesitation in opposing it. 

No Confidence Motion Against Rao Government 

While we opposed the no confidence motion in the background 
of the Ayodhya events in March 1993, as soon as the communal 
frenzy subsided and the preparations for the countrywide struggle 
against the economic policies resumed, the Party took the imt1at1ve 
to move a no confidence motion in Parliament in the mon.1ioon 
session m July. Here It was our efforts which brought about the 
widest unity of all the secular opposition for movmg a no confi
dence motion which indicted the government for its economic 
policies. for failure to combat the communal forces and to bnng 
to trial those responsible for the demolition of the mosque and the 
secunties scandal. The balloting of the motion commg m the name 
of one of our MPs helped us to focus on these issues and demarcate 
from the BJP which got no opportunity to emerge as the leader of 
an all opposition move. The Narasimha Rao Government narrowly 
escaped defeat when it was able to break away seven MPs from 
the Ajit Singh group to vote for 1t. As the Central Committee 
reviewing our hne on the no confidence motion noted: 

"Lookmg back at the course of events, we were able to 
~ccomphsh the following: (a) keeping the initiative on the motion 
m our hands and not allowing the BJP to dominate; (b) gathenng 
forces m the non~BJP camp which were so far with Congress; 
(c) commg before the people as a party which fights on issues 
wh'.ch are the real ones before the country. 

The entire episode of the no confidence motion and the rallying 
of a substantial nu b f M · h rt m er o Ps from parties and groups hit e 0 
not against the Rao G . · f 
h ovemment shows the growmg 1solat1on o 

t e Rao Government Th , 
· e people s mood and discontent was a 
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key factor which shifted the positions of d1ver-;e groups and 
md1viduals towards voting for the no confidence. 

As stated at the outset, the disastrous -poltcies of the Rao 
Government are.leading to growmg discontent. We must also not 
undere~t1mate the eros10n of the image due to the corruption 
scandals. Our Party correctly gauged this mood while taking the 
lead for the no confidence motion.' 

Assembly Elections in the North 
The assembly elections to Uttar Pradesh, M.P., RaJasthan, 

Himach<ll Pradesh and Delhi assumed special importance as they 
were held after the communal polarisation and v10lence witnessed 
after the demolit10n of the Babri MasJ1d. The four BJP-run 
Governments were dismissed and President's rule imposed. The 
results of these elections were expected to be crucidl for the future 
of secularism as the BJP was a1mmg to capture power m these 
states and bid for power at the Centre. In all the'>e states the BJP 
was a major force The Bang<llore Centrdl Commtttee meeting held 
in August 1993 di~cussed our tactics m these elections. In lme 
with the priority we had set to counter the communal danger and 
the menace posed by the aggressive communal offensive of the 
RSS-led combine, we felt 1t was es~ential to thwart the return to 
power of the BJP m states they had been ruhng especially when 
they were openly justifying the subversion of the Constitution and 
the vanddlt~m at Ayodhya. In the case of Uttar Pradesh, the Central 
Committee directed the Poltt Buredu to strive for the widest unity 
of all secular and Left parties part1cul<lrly the unity of the Mulayam 
Singh-led Samajwad1 Party and the Janata Dai to ensure the defeat 
of the BJP. Here the Congress( I) was not any major factor. In other 
states the main fight would be between the BJP and the Congress( I) 
with no credible third alternative m sight. Here the Central 
Committee decided that the Left should concentrate and fight only 
in those seats where we had an effective presence and in the rest 
call upon the people to defeat the BJP. We kept in mmd that the 
prionty of the secular-minded masses would be to ensure the defeat 
of the BJP. 

The re~mlts of these elections with the BJP losing in Uttar 
Pradesh, M.P. and Himachal and not acquiring a majority in 
Rajas than constituted a serious setback for the communal platform. 
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The line of ensunng the defeat of the BJP was in tune with the 
people's mood which was getting alienated by the penod1c 
violence and the riotmg. In the case of Uttar Pradesh, the Left 
parties had wanted an understand mg between the SP-BSP combme 
and the Janata Dai on the basis of a majority of seats to be left to 
the former with a categorical announcement of making Mulayam 
Singh as Chief Mimster While the Janata Dai responded pos1t1vely 
to this proposal the latter refused this offer and therefore the wider 
unity which we wanted could not be forged. The Party, therefore, 
in pursuance of the line of unity, went in for a seat adjustment 
with the Janata Dai. If the wider unity had been effected, the BJP 
would have suffered a more decisive defeat. Nearly ninety seats 
were won by the BJP due to the division of the secular oppos1t1on 
vote. Unity of the secular opposition forces would have led to a 
more stable combination to form the government in Uttar Pradesh 
and avoided the situation where the SP-BSP Government had to 
depend on the Congress(!) for a majority in the assembly. 

Reviewing our performances in these elections, the Central 
Committee noted in tts review in December 1993: Our Party m 
hne with the Central Committee's understanding contested only 
those seats in which we could effectively register our presence or 
where our Party base or movement had to be protected. We did 
not fight more seats which could lead to a division of votes m 
favour of the BJP in all the states. We contested 17 seats in UP., 
15 in M.P., 12 in RaJasthan, 6 in Himachal and 6 in Delhi. We 
reti~~d two candidates during the campaign in U.P ........... The 
political message of the Party was taken to many new areas which 
met ~ith. a good response from the people. However, the sharp 
polansat1on among the major bourgeoisie parties had its impact 
on the results. We were able to win only one seat in U.P., while we 
came second in three seats .... Our votes went up by over 80,000 
compared to the previous elections. In Rajasthan despite a good 
ca_mpaign, we lost ground in some of our trad1t10nai seats and could 
whm ponly one seat, Dhod, with a good marg1·.. In Himachal, 
t e art "· ...... 

. Y was able to wm one seat the prestigious Sh1mla 
constituency We ha . ' 
1 · ve succeeded m entermg the assembly after a 
ong spell of over two decades. In M.P., we have entered the 
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seat in Re\\ a d1~trii:t. In Delhi \\e .:-0ul.:i p.:-1: a :'l!~:':.J."."':~.i- ',,;,- ir 

only one of the seats that \\e conteq~J. ------~ ~<.1:;;:'".,: ~' 1~~\\ ,,:· 

the elections held in the states and the ra~:i: 0: l\U:- "~:1.. \\ 11: 
reveal a common feature. In man~ rla..:es "e .:a.~ "r. ~ff le'- <'n 
various issues and conduct general campaigns.. Bu: v.-e .:i;:- n0l 
consolidate these activities in the form of d~\ e i :>J'IP.f ma~s 

organisations and building the Part~. In the at-:.en:e o: thi~ 
organisational net\\ork, at crucial moments "'e are ncn a~t:: tc ~:an: 
the support among the masses \\ho are S\\ a~ ed b~ !.Orne cw.r!!n~ 
influence. Both in Rajasthan and l' .P .. m the areas" here tht: Par!~ 
has some mass influence and our local leader~ ha\e done a lot of 
work m championing the people\ cau..e~ and gamed high pre~tig':. 
this is not backed up by the building of ma.,~ orgarn'>at1or1!> and 
developing the Party. The reliance on indtVJdual lead'.:P• and th'.:1r 
personal appeal and influence "ill nr1t '>U'>tam m the fa1..e of the 
concerted offemive of other p<JlltKal frJf(...'.:' m th'.: abY;n1,'.: 'Jf 
consolidation in the Party and ma'-" 'Jrgani•.a'1'1n• 

Subsequent Assembl~ Utt1.ion11 
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B1har and with secular parties and groups in Mahara~htra which 
were prepared to fight both the Congress and the BJP-Sh1v Sena 
In the case of Orissa the Central Committee d 1scussed m October 
1994 the report of the Orissa, State Committee which called for 
no electoral understanding with the Janata Dai given the record of 
the Biju Patnaik Government of openly supporting and 
implementing the new economic policies. Its ant1-workmg clJss 
and anti-employee positions had eroded its mass base. The Central 
Committee endorsed the stand taken by the Orissa State Committee 
and asked it to unite with the CPI and independently intervene m 
the elections by contesting only those seats where the Left has an 
effective presence. The mam direction of our campaign was to 
defeat the Congress(!). We also did not join any third front which 
would' only have helped m dividing the votes agamst the 
Congress(!). The elections led to the defeat of the Janata Dai and 
the Congress(!) formed the government. Our assessment that the 
Janata Dai had lost popular support proved correct. 

Bourgeois Opposition Parties 

The l4th Congress had noted that the Janata Dai-National Front 
is not a stable entity and is riven with personal dissens10ns and 
lack of a common coherent policy. At that time the first JD spht 
~ad led to the downfall of the V.P. Singh Government. Since then 
m.~heyast three years, the fragmentation proceeded apace The 
AJtt Smgh group first spht away from the JO and in two batches m 
1993, barring a few exceptions, the entlfe group defected to the 
Congress(!). Subsequently, another split took place in the JD with 
George Fernandes, Nitish Kumar, Rabi Ray and others leaving to 
form the Samata Party. This process of fragmentation weakened 
the n~n-~JP secular opposition combine considerably. A new 
combmation of the SP-BSP won the elections in U.P. dec1matmg 
the JO. However, the results in A.P. and Kamataka has helped to 

~~m~ extent to reverse the decimation At present the JO is strong 
m B h O · . ' 

. 
1 ar, nssa and Karnataka. The TOP is a big force in A P. 

while the DMK has split m Tamil Nadu. 
h ~~r appr?ach to these parties has been governed pnmarily by 

t e me of fighting both the Congress(!) and the BJP. Overcoming 
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their earlier vacillallons, the JD-NF constituents have now taken 
a more forthright stand against the BJP. This has facilitated electoral 
understandings and joint campaigns in some places. We dtd not 
cooperate with the Samata Party as its main role in Bthar and Orissa 
was to fight the JD and not Congress(!) or BJP. 

Our primary effort should be to draw these anti-Congress(!) 
secular parties into jomt campaigns and struggles affecting the 
people. This helps in approaching the masses under their influence 
and strengthens the antt-Congres-;(I)/anti-BJP forces. 

The t 4th Congress political review report had summed up our 
experience of working with the bourgeois oppos1t1on parties. It 
stated: 'We have to draw lessons from the experience of working 
with the bourgeois opposition parties. Whtie working with the 
bourgeois opposition parties, we should never forget their class 
outlook ...... But the !ltgnificance of understand mg with bourgeois 
opposit10n parties should not be understimated In united actions, 
masses behmd these parties come m contact with our Party and 
the Left.. .... But on the basis of the experience of the past we have 
to overcome our weaknesses in work mg with these parties. We do 
not try to demarcate with them when demarcation becomes 
necessary. We tone down our differences m the name of unity. We 
also become victims to parliamentarianism under one pretext or 
the other. In our anxiety to win some seats in the regions where we 
are weak, we completely surrender our masses to these parties 
even at a time when elections enable us to propagate our views 
and pohcy issues can be posed very clearly." 

Keeping this review in mind, we have sought to develop 
our relations with parties like the JD and other secular opposition 
parties. On some pohcy questions, such as application of economic 
cnteria w1thm OBC reservation, we have firmly demarcated from 
the JD and other parties like the SP and BSP. We have also taken 
the initiative for Left intervention on struggles agamst economic 
policies, keeping in mind the ha7y and inconsistent stand of most 
of these parties. One of the major reasons for our not jommg 
hands with the JD in Orissa in the assembly elections was the 
open advocacy of the Centre's economic policies by the Biju 
Government. 
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At the same time, we have not hesitated to join hands with the 
bourgeois opposition parties in taking up all issues affecting the 
people and against the communal danger. 

Defence of National Unity 
Kashmir: The Kashmir problem dominated in the sphere of 

national unity. The Congress(!) Government after purely relymg 
on administrative methods to put down extremist activ1t1es, 
suddenly began contemplating the holding of elect10ns in Jammu 
and Kashmir as a way to resolve the problem. The Party advocated 
a poht1cal solution in which the assurance of the identity of the 
Kashmlfi people by the provision of maximum autonomy could 
be the key. It is with this perspective that leaders of the CPI(M), 
CPI, JD and National Conference met the Prime Minister and urged 
a review of pohcy. But this was not done. Instead, under U.S 
pressure, elections were talked of and the Hurriyat leaders were 
allowed to proceed to the OIC conference in end 1994. 

The constant advocacy by the CPI(M) of a political settlement 
and dialogue with the JKLF and others standing for the Kashmin 
identity and distance from the fundamentalist forces backed by 
Pakistan has got wider recognition in democratic and secular 
circles. It was under the initiative of H.K.S. Surjeet that a 
convention was jointly called by Farooq Abdullah and him in new 
Delhi on the Kashmir question in October 1994. This well-attended 
convention broadly endorsed the position of a need for a polittcal 
settlement before holding elections and setting up a mechanism to 
build bridges with the people. 

In Kashmir valley, the violent attacks of the fundamentaltst 
Hizbul outfits continues. In this period seven of our comrades were 
abducted and killed in the valley. Despite our small strength, our 
con_trades have kept alive the contacts with the people. In the Doda 
region of Jarnmu where the fundamentalists became active and 
helped foment communal trouble, a team of CPI(M) MPs visited 
the area alongwith our State leaders to study the situation. 

In the ~orth-East, the Polit Bureau condemned the attacks on 
~:~a; citizens in Shillong, Meghalaya by local chau~inist forces. 

e arty Centre sent a 4-member MPs team to Barpeta when 
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noting took place between Bodos and migrant mmonty settlers m 
many villages. The situation in the North-East is senous in Manipur, 
Meghalaya and Nagaland. Not much attention has been paid by us 
to this region. 

Against Growing Imperialist Pressures 
The last three years have seen the USA and its allies stepping 

up thelf pressure on the Rao Government on a whole senes of 
foreign policy and secunty issues. Utihsmg the increased leverage 
gained by liberalisation, imperialism is relentlessly workmg to 
erode India's capacity for independent foreign and security 
policies. The sanctions against ISRO, the threats under Super 301 
clause, the ultimatums on the deployment of Prithvi rocket and 
development of Agni missiles, the pressure to conform to NPT
type non-proliferation regime-all were mounted during this 
period. ln the defence sector, the Rao Government went ahead in 
Indo-U.S. military cooperation agamst vital national interests. 

Our Party has been the only consistent and vocal opponent of 
this compromise with imperialist pres~ures. 

All through, the Party opposed every step or measures taken 
by the Rao Government which was succumbing to U.S. pressure. 
The Party opposed the joint naval exercises and the signing of the 
Indo-U.S. pact for military cooperation. The youth-studentjatha 
from Cochin to Goa m 1992 was held to mobilise people against 
the naval exercises with U.S. on the West coast. The Party held 
demonstrations in Calcutta and Madras against the military 
cooperation with the U.S. 

The Party alongwith the Left exposed the secret talks in London 
with the U.S. Ambassador to work out an agenda for a regional 
nuclear non-proliferation treaty. According to a recent report, the 
U.S. administration has claimed that India has not deployed the 
Pnthvi short-range rocket with the army keeping in mind the U.S. 
objections. The development of Agni missile has also been put on 
hold. The Rao Government's sending troops to Somalia and 
Rwanda has also been at the behest of USA. 

The BJP is not opposed to the yoking of India's foreign policy 
and security interests with the USA. The other bourgeois opposition 
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parties are generally unconcerned about the imperialist pressures 
In such a situation, our Party and the Left will have to carry on 
exposing the government's compromise with U.S. designs and 
mob1hse patriotic opimon and raise anti-imperialist consciousness 

Attitude to Movements for Separate Identity 
In this period movements for separate states/identity continued 

Prominent among these were the demands of the tribal people
the Bodos in As~am and the Jharkhand region m B1har. The 14th 
Congress had stated that regional autonomous councils should be 
set up in both these regions with adequate powers, provided 1f 
neces'>ary by amending the relevant co11stitutional provisions. 

Soon after the 14th Congress certain steps were taken by the 
Central Government to meet the demands of these two movements. 
In the case of the Bodos a proposal to provide them with reg10nal 
autonomy was discussed with the State Government and the Bodo 
representatives. In Jharkhand a Committee on Jharkhand Matters 
(COJM) was set up by the Centre which submitted its report. The 
tnbal committee set up by the Central Committee prepared two 
notes on the Bodo and Jharkhand questions for discuss10ns by the 
Central Committee. In both cases the committee recommended 
the settmg up of regional autonomous councils. To fulf1ll the 
aspirations of the tribal people of these areas, elected bodies should 
be set up 1mtead of weightage being given to nominations. This 
apex body should cover the entire region with elected representatives 
from the tribal majority areas and also smaller tribal pockets. The 
Centra~ Committee sub-committee argued for more powers than 
those given under the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution. The broad 
Imes of these two notes was accepted by the Central Committee. 

The Bodo agreement which was reached soon after was 
welcomed by the Party, though the Congress(!) hustled the bill 
through the assembly without a proper discussion. It is unfortunate 
that on the question of demarcation of the boundaries of the 
~ut?nomous council there has been no agreement and violent 
incidents have broken out engineered by the Bodo extremist forces. 
Even now the fram k f ed ewor o the Bodo agreement should be pursu 
to see that the reg· I · . . . r . iona autonomous council 1s given prope 
opportunities to function and establish itself. 
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In the case of the Jharkhand i~sue, initially the L1loo Pra~J.d 
Government was reluctant to concede substantive power~ to the 
council. It had earher set up a Jharkhand development authonty 
which was pnmanly a nominated body with inadequJ.te power~. 
Fmally, on the eve of the assembly elections, the State Government 
presented a new Jharkhand autonomous council bill m the assembly 
which has been adopted. This provides for an elected body with 
more powers than the earher set-up. This council has been accepted 
by the major groups m the Jharkhand movement. It will be set up 
only after the assembly elections and 1t is hoped that now the State 
Government will take serious steps to implement the new 
legislation. 

The Party has also demanded that an autonomous council be 
established in the tribal contiguous areas m Bastar district of 
Chattisgarh area in Madhya Prade~h. 

The above movements were pnmarily concerned with the tribal 
problem. But in this period the Uttarakhand movement m the eight 
hill districts of Uttar Pradesh also became a burnmg issue. Here 
the movement arose after the announcement of 27 per cent 
reservation in jobs and education by the Mulayam Singh 
Government. In the hill areas, the OBC population is less than 3 
per cent. Already the region is backward without industnal or 
agncultural development. It was feared that people from outside 
the region would come and take up the reserved jobs further 
depnvmg the locals of employment opportunities. The Mulayam 
Singh Government instead of negotiatmg a settlement sought to 
put down the movement by repression while at the same time 
supportmg the demand for a separate state. This led to a big ma~s 
movement for modifying the reservation policy and for a separate 
state. 

In the initial phase, the U.P. State Committee saw the struggle 
only as an anti-reservation movement. This created difficulties 
for our comrades in the hill areas. After a meeting held in Dehradun 
of the leadmg comrades of the hill districts in August attended by 
Surjeet and the U.P. State Secretary, the Polit Bureau finalised the 
stand to be taken. The Polit Bureau intervened to state that since 
the hill areas are backward and smce reservation in educational 
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institutions for students from these areas had been held vahd by 
the Supreme Court, there are grounds for modifying the reservation 
policy to bring in the hill people w1thm the backward category 
except.for the affluent sections. The Polit Bureau also advocated 
the setting up of an autonomous regional council for the hill areas 
with adequate powers similar to the Bodo and Jharkhand 
agreements. This stand taken by the Party Centre and e.ndorsed by 
the U.P. State Committee helped the Party units in the hill areas to 
participate in the mass movement against the repression and for 
solving the problem of reservation. 

Approach to Caste Problem 

At the last Party Congress we had spelt our stand on the Manda! 
Commission recommendations and its implementat10n. While 
supporting the 27 per cent reservation in jobs in central services 
for the backward classes, the Party also wanted the poorer sections 
from within these communities to benefit. That is why we 
advocated the Karpoori Thakur formula implemented in B1har to 
be a basis for the economic criteria. The Congress(!) approved the 
proposal set out by the Rao Government which retained the 27 per 
cent reservation and introduced an economic criteria so that the 
poorer sections get preference. If the vacancies are not filled up 
within the criteria, then it will be open to other members withm 
the same community. We also supported the provision of ten per 
cent reservation for the poor of other communities. The Supreme 
Court in its judgement of 1992 on the issue of the validity of 
reservation for OBCs took a stand which broadly reflects our stand. 
It confirmed the constitutional validity of OBC reservations, upbeld 
27 per cent reservation in central services but also directed that 
the affluent sections or "creamy layer" be excluded. For this it 
wanted. a committee to be set up to lay down the criteria. Such a 
committee was set up by the Centre and it has given its 
recommendations which we have endorsed. 

The ~anata Dai, DMK and other bourgeois opposition parties 
are agam~t the exclusion of the "creamy layer". The CPI has also 
opposed It. But the Polit Bureau and Central Committee have 
endorsed the package as set out by the Court as the .best way to 
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achieve a consensus. It is only parties which thnve on caste 
polarisatton which wish to harp on the issue of reservations without 
taking up the soc10-economic problems affecting the oppressed 
sections. 

The Central Committee in its meetmg held in December 1993 
analysed the meanmg of the caste appeal. It pomted out its dual 
aspect: "One aspect of this phenomenon 1s the growing 
consciousness and urge of the daht and backward classes to shake 
off social oppress10n and to assert their rights in a caste-ridden 
society. The slogan of social justice exercises a strong appeal and 
has been succes~ful in mobilising large sections of daltts and 
downtrodden sections in the rural areas. Whether it is the question 
of upper caste oppression or the demand for reservation of jobs, 
these sections are coming forward to challenge the old order. This 
awakening has a democratic content reflecting the aspirations of 
the most oppressed sections of society. 

"At the same time a purely caste appeal which seeks to perpetuate 
caste divisions for the narrow aim of consolidating vote banks 
and detaching these downtrodden sections from the common 
democratic movement is also at work Many caste leaders seek to 
utilise the polarisation on caste Imes for narrow electoral gains 
and are hostile to butlding up the common movement of the 
oppressed sections of all castes." 

Subsequently, the experience of parties like the BSP and the 
role of bourgeots leaders resorting to caste appeal show that their 
attempts at caste polarisation affects the unity of the working 
people. Our Party has to demarcate and oppose such casteist politics 
while championing the unity of all sections of the oppressed people 
whichever caste or community they belong to. While taking the 
lead in opposing caste atrocities and social oppression, for the 
Commumsts the slogan of social Justice cannot be narrowed to 
reservations and mobihsmg votes. It has to have the class content 
of land reforms, wages for agricultural workers and the fight against 
socio-economic oppress10n based on the power of landlord1sm. 

Left Unity-CPl(M)-CPI Relations 

The key factor for strengthening Left unity is closer cooperation, 
and jomt activities between the CPI(M) and CPI. During the three-
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year period since the 14th Congress, there has been progress m 
this respect despite problems. As noted earlier, the united Left 
mtervention and activities increased considerably. In both the 
struggles against the economic policies and the fight against 
communalism there was greater Left unity and jomt init1at1ve 
The four Left parties, CPI(M), CPI, RSP and Forward Bloc Jointly 
conducted the 1992 campaign against the economic poltc1es before 
the June general stnke. In the anti-communal campaign and during 
the entire period when the Ayodhya dispute was in the forefront, 
the Left parties were in regular consultation to project a joint stand 
both within Parliament and outside. After the Ayodhya demoht10n, 
the Campaign for National Unity (CNU) was also primarily a Left 
initiative. This enhanced Left unity resulted in the big mass 
mobilisation and struggles in 1994 beginning with the two-month
long campaign in January-February and the Civil D1sobed1ence 
Movement in August-September. 

In the Bangalore Central Committee Meeting held in August 
l 993, the proposal to strengthen CPI(M)-CPI coordmat10n by 
setting up state level coordmation committees of the two parties 
were taken. Prior to this, the matter was discussed m the 
coordination committee of the two parties at the national level 
held in June. 

Since 1981, there has been a coordination committee of the two 
parties 'at the all-India level which has been meetmg whenever 
~e~mred to discuss major national-political issues and to initiate 
Jomt activities. The CPI, a decade ago, had proposed that state 
l~vel committees also be constituted. We had not agreed at that 
~ime and stated that first the all-India coordination must be 
i~proved and strengthened and with this experience we can later 
thmk of state level committees. Now the Central Committee came 
to the co?clu.sion that in the present pol 1tical situation strengthen mg 
Left ~nit~ is of utmost priority. As there has been growing 
coordmatton and · · t · · · · J h JOm activities m1ttated at the national !eve , t e 
stage was right for extending such coordination committees to the 
states. In the weaker states, CPI(M)-CPI coordination is all the 
more neces~ary if the Left movement is to advance. This does not 
mean that differences f 1· · 1 t 0 po H1ca and organisational nature do no 
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exist between the two parties in vanous states. But the mechanism 
of the coordination committee can help in narrowing them. As for 
West Bengal, Kerala and Tripura where already Left Front or Left
led committees have existed for a long time, there was no need to 
set up separate committees of the two parties. 

Subsequently, the General Secretanes of the two parties sent a 
joint letter to all the other State Committees to set up coordination 
committees. Such committees have been set up in Tamil Nadu, 
Andhra Pradesh, Mahrashtra, Karnataka, Uttar Pradesh, B1har, 
Punjab, Rajasthan and Onssa. Only in one state, Assam, it was 
decided that such a committee could not be set up for political 
reasons, since the two parties have no basic common approach to 
the political situation in the state. 

The experience of the funct10nmg of these committees for about 
a year is mixed and varied. In a few states like Tamil Nadu and 
Andhra Pradesh there have been more or less regular meetings 
and exchange of opm1ons. In mo<;t other states, these meetings are 
convened when there is an all-India call for Joint action or when 
questions of elect10ns are to be discussed. In Madhya Pradesh, 
relations have soured because the CPI has decided not to have any 
dealings with our Party because one of its senior leaders Sudhir 
Mukherjee has left the CPI and Joined us. Our Party must take the 
initiative in the states to engage the CPI in regular discussions 
whatever be the differences and problems. 

While there has been greater identity of views within Left 
parties in this penod, there have also been pomts of difference 
and confhct of views. Some of the differences with the CPI are 
outlined below: 

Contrary to the opinions of the CPl(M) and the other Left Parties, 
the CPI refused to endorse the setting up of a multi-member 
Election Commission in which the CEC is not all powerful and 
the commission functions as a collegium. The CPI's diffenng stand 
helped to scuttle the Constitutional Amendment Bill in Parliament 

The CPI supports the Janata Dai stand of no "creamy layer" or 
economic cnteria being applied within reservation for other 
backward classes. In Kerala, they have agitated against the 
introduction of any economic cnteria. 
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Another issue where there 1s a divergence of views 1s the question 
of merger of the two parties-a slogan penod1cally raised by the 
CPI leadership. Our Party has called for strengthening Left unity 
mstead of calling for Communist unity by merger of the parties 
The history of the split is rooted in ideological and programmatic 
differences. Some of these basic differences still remam. 
A principled approach to unity requires closer unity in action and 
strengthenmg Left unity. It is by this path that differences on 
ideological and programmatic issues can be resolved. Without 
resolving these differences through common activities and 
experience, merger of Communist Parties will be premature and 
unprincipled. 

At the states level, we were able to work out common elect10n 
tactics in the assembly elections to the major states held m 1993 
to 1995. Only m one seat each m Rajas than, B ihar, U .P. and Onssa 
were there conflicts. But on the political line to be pursued there 
are differences persisting in Assam. While in Tamil N adu, there is 
a divergent assessment about the role of the DMK and MDMK 
and certain other political issues. 

In the case of RSP, its leadership went alongwith the other Left 
parties in its stand about whom to support m the Presidential 
elect10ns. At the last moment, however, the RSP decided to oppose 
the candidature of S. D. Sharma. The RSP in West Bengal has 
made unfounded attacks on the CPI(M) on some questions 
includmg the state's policy. · 

Overall, the three-year period since the l 4th Congress has seen 
considerable progress in strengthening Left unity and CPl(M)
CP~ relations. The four Left parties have met regularly at the 
na~io~al l~vel to exchange opm1ons, formulate joint positions and 
to initiate Jomt campaigns and struggles. This process of improving 
Left coord1.nat.1on and strengthening unity must be carried forward 
while contmumg to debate political and ideological differences. 

Kerala 

A new situation developed in Kerala with regard to the Muslim 
League. With the impact of the demolition of the Bahri Masjid 
and the comprom1smg role played by the Narasimha Rao 
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Government, the Muslim community was alienated from the 
Congress(!) all over the country including Kerala. The persistence 
of Naras1mha Rao in trying to build the temple and gomg back on 
his assurance to take a firm secular position further antagonized 
the Muslim masses in Kerala. The Indian Union Muslim League 
which persisted in remaining m the Congress(l)-led coalition 
government could not escape the anger of the Muslim masses. 
The demand was for the IUML to quit the UDF. A section led by 
Sulaiman Sait who was the President of the all-India IUML revolted 
against the opportunism of the IUML in remaining with the UDF 
and a spht occurred leading to the formation of another party the 
Indian National League (INL).At the same time the Islamic Sevak 
Sangh led by Madani which emerged as an extremist Muslim 
platform and had been banned alongw1th the RSS resurfaced as 
the People's Democratic Party. This platform had a substantial 
appeal to Muslim youth. 

The question arose in the Kerala Party of how to intervene in 
the situation. The Ottappalam and Guruvayur by-elections had 
shown the alienation of the Mush ms from the UDF in a big way. 
How to intervene and rally the Muslim masses in such a situation 
became the urgent question. It is in this background that the article 
written by EMS m Deshabhimani on July 7, 1994 openly advocatmg 
understand mg with the INL and even with Madam became a matter 
of controversy. There was also the unfortunate companson of 
Gandhi and Sait as religious fundamentah~ts. The article came in 
for a lot of criticism from different quarters from within the Party 
and outside. The Poht Bureau had to react to this position taken in 
public and had to assert that this is not the Party line. The Poht 
Bureau sent a letter to Com. EMS and the Kerala State Committee 
and ~ubsequently the General Secretary wrote an article in Peoples 
Democracy stating our objections to the various points in the article 
and reiterated the line adopted in the l 2th Congress in Calcutta 
that we should have no truck with the caste and communal parties 
in Kerala. 

The Kerala State Committee meeting in July J 994 discussed 
the issue while taking the Polit Bureau view on EMS 's article into 
consideration. The Kerala State Committee by a maJonty was in 
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favour of adopting a favourable attitude towards the INL. It was 
in favour of going beyond the cooperation independently offered 
by the INL in supporting the LDF-spon~ored independent candidate 
in the Guruvayur election. The majonty of the members of the 
Kerala State Committee and a majonty of the Polit Bureau and 
Central Committee members from Kerala were in favour of closer 
cooperation with the INL without including It m the Left 
Democratic Front. 

The State Committee's discussions were taken up for 
consideration in the Central Committee meeting held m October 
1994. The Polit Bureau document on the Kerala s1tuatwn was 
discussed and unanimously adopted by the Central Committee 
wherein the Central Committee reiterated that there can be no 
political alliance or understanding with any communal party The 
line advocated by the Kerala State Committee was rejected It also 
opined that It would be premature to characterise the INL as a 
non-communal party given the background of its format10n. It 
called upon the Party m Kerala to independently approach the 
Muslim masses and rally them ma big way to the LDF. The Central 
Committee's note for reporting on Kerala developments stated 
In the Kerala State Committee discussion, a demand has been 

raised that we should review the political line and make necessary 
changes according to the changed situation. The pohcy of no truck 
with caste and communal forces wa~ adopted at the I 2th Congress 
because the Party realised that our alliance with Muslim League 
was helping the growth of the BJP and majonty communahsm at 
a time .when all over the country the communal danger was 
mcreasmg. Can it be said that the danger has receded or not grown 

. ? s 
smce. mce the 14th Congress events in the country have further 
emphasised the danger from the communal forces. The growth of 
the BJP, the demolition of the Bahri MasJ'id, the widespread 
comm 1 · · una nots and the poison of communalism spread to new 
sections of society. Any alignment with a minority communal party 
will compromi<;e th p • · f' ht . e arty s secular image and its consistent ig 
agamst communalism. 

'The correct tactic to be adopted towards the split in the Muslim 
League is to step up the Party's intervention amongst the Mushm 
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masses in a big way. There 1s a three-way spltt 111 the md~s bd~e 
belonging to the Musltm League. They are d1v1ded between the 
IUML, INL and the PDP. This spltt has come about because of the 
acute discontent among the Musltm masses with the opportunistic 
and compromising role of the IUML which want to remain 111 the 
UDF to contrnue in power. The situation provides a good 
opportunity for the Party to directly appeal to the Musltm masses 
and rally them behind the Party and the secular forces and 
consoltdate the LDF. To ut1ltse the divis10n for only short-term 
electoral tactics may only result m consoltdating one fact10n of 
the League against the other. By a~soc1ating the CPI(M) with any 
one of the groups we shall be prov1dmg leg1t1macy to that faction." 

As for the tactics to be adopted in the assembly by-elections 
due in T1rurangdd1 the Central Committee decided that: 'a. the 
Party s tactical line of no alliance with commundl forces is 
reiterated; b. continue the tactics adopted in the Guruvayur by
elections, c. no jomt campaign with any sect10n of former IUML; 
d. This is a CPI seat. They will select the candtddte which will be 
~upported by LDF." 

The question of attitude to the INL and to parties representmg 
minority mterests and their charactensat1on became a matter of 
senous inner-party debate and struggle within the Kerala untt. The 
Kerala P.C. maJonty viewpoint was also divergent from the Polit 
Bureau and Central Committee stand. On behalf of the Polit Bureau, 
the General Secretary attended the Kerala State Committee 
meeting m October and explained the note adopted by the Central 
Committee for reportmg wtthm the Party in Kerala. Whtie there 
was unanimity in accepting this document, it ts clear that still there 
are dtffenng mterpretations on this question among the leaderh~ip 
m Kerala. 

West Bengal 

The Left Front Government pre-;ented an industrial poltcy 
statement in September 1994. This document spelt out the 
government's attitude to pnvate sector investment including 
foreign capital investment in the state in the context of the 
new economic policies of the Centre. This statement which wa'> 
placed without any discussion in the State Committee or Central 
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Committee and the way it was covered in the Press created 
confusion and apprehensions in Party circles. The Polit Bureau 
held discussions on the industrial pohcy statement and reported to 
the Central Comm1tee meeting m October 1994 that the Poht 
Bureau would prepare a document in order to explain the role of 
the Left Front Government in the context of the new economic 
pohc1es of the Centre. The Central Committee discussed this 
document in December 1994 and adopted it as a statement. 

The Central Committee statement explams the background of 
the discrimination against West Bengal by the Centre because of 
the existence of the Left Front Government and the earlier policies 
which militated against the industrial development of the state 
such as freight equalisation and the partisan use of the licensing 
policy. As a result of this discrimination, West Bengal which was 
the premier industrial state at the time of independence fell back 
and was only producing 8 per cent of the total industrial output by 
1985. The licensing pohcy which was meant to check monopolies 
and ensure planned development was used by the Congress(!) 
Central Government to deprive West Bengal of new industnes by 
actively discouraging investments. 

Now with liberahsat1on both the freight equalisation pohcy and 
the licensing system have been abolished. The significant progress 
in agricultural production and the rise in incomes of the rural 
population due to the effective land reform measures and the 
Panchayati Raj system have led to a big expansion of the rural 
market. On the other hand, the declining industrial scene with many 
of the ~Id industries becoming redundant have led to industrial 
~tagnatio~ and large-scale elimination of jobs for the workers. It 
Is essential for further economic progress that West Bengal 
undertakes rapid industrialisation. Such an industrialisation has 
to take place in the context of the new economic policies of the 
~arasimha Rao Government which actively discourao-es further 
i~vestme~t in the public sector and seeks the curtail~ent or the 
?1smanthng of the PSUs; the Centre does not inject fresh 
invest~ent for infrastructure development but has opened the way 
for pnvate sector and f · . . . · tu e· 
h ore1gn part1c1pat10n m the mfrastruc r ' 

t e Centre does not II h . . . to a ow t e financial and credit mstttuuons encourage public· . 
investment m vanous sectors. 
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In such a s1tuatton to get new mdustnes, soph1st1cated technology 
and for generatmg fresh employment, it has become necessary to 
adjust the industrial policy in the state to ensure greater participation 
of pnvate capital. Dorng so does not mean givrng up or 
comprom1smg on our basic strategic goals. The Party programme 
had envisaged our part1c1pation m state governments which cannot 
bring about maJor pohcy changes in the economic and industrial 
sphere as these powers vest with the Centre. At the same time the 
limited powers of the state government should be used for prov1dmg 
some relief to the people. We can use the state governments to 
project alternative policies and to pi;ovide relief to the people in 
areas where the state government has jurisd1ct1on so that the' mass 
movement~ can be strengthened and the Party s mass ba~e increased. 
This will contnbute to strengthening the Left and democratic forces 
in the country. 

With the contmuous spell in office of over 18 years the Left 
Front Government which has big achievements to its credit in the 
<>phere of land reforms, decentralisat10n of powers, panchayat raj, 
agricultural productivity and protection of democratic rights and 
preservation of a normal atmo-;phere has to now go forward to 
sustain economic development to fulfill people's expectations. This 
can be done to an extent wJthm the confmes of the ex1stmg policies 
of the Centre while the strong base of the Left and democratic 
forces in West Bengal will be mob1hsed to strengthen the all-India 
struggle against the economic policies of the Centre. 

It is m this perspective that the Left Front Government should 
implement its industrial policy to attract sufficient investments while 
at the same time firmly defendmg the legitimate rights of the 
workers and consultmg the trade unions m all matters affecting 
workers mterest. 

The Central Committee document points out: 
While implementmg pohcies for industnal expansion and 

inv1tmg private capital both Indian and foreign mto West Bengal, 
care should be taken to see that our government and ministerial 
spokesmen do not subscnbe to any policy statement which justify 
the liberahsation pohc1es and the economic reforms set out by the 
government." 
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S1m1larly the big cap1tahsts and the Congres"(I) government 
are calling upon the workers to make sacnfices to make industry 
and their goods more competitive by adopting a work culture 
suitable for this. On the other hand, the corporate sector 1s making 
enormous profits and the top executives. are earning huge salanes 
We should be careful to see that the rights of collective bargammg 
of the \\-orkers is in no way curtailed by endorsing such calls 

The Central Committee statement concludes with the following 
observation: 

'The Left Front Government's policies should be m defence of 
the public sector in core areas, retaining the state interventwn m 
the infrastructure development and m social infrastructure hke 
health and education while actively canvassing for fresh capital 
investment in the sectors such as electronics, petro-chemJCals and 
other specialised areas which cannot be developed with government 
funds. In every forum where official policies are debated, the Left 
Front Government must clearly set out the alternative pohc1es 
possible m the present situation and m the Jong term and this should 
be the basis for our Party's propaganda and mobilisation among 
the masses. 

"The CPI(M) and the Left Front m West Bengal have the big 
respo_ns1bility ofleading the all-India struggle against the economic 
policies of the Centre. The Left Front Government by its existence 
and performance can aid the struggle in a big way. The Left Front 
Government's role will immensely strengthen the all-India suuggle 
not only against the economic policies but also in building the Left 
and democratic front which is essential to bring about a change rn 
the correlation of forces. It is by keeping this basic perspective rn 
mt~d that we should judge current policies, review them from ume 
to time and make adjustments. • 

This in bnef is the content of the Central Committee statement 
on the role of the Left Front Government m the context of the new 
economic policies of the Centre. The Left Front Government has a 
major responsibility to show the differentiated approach to 
ec~nomic development within the constraints of the present system 
wtnle at the same time the Party and the Left forces of West Bengal 
will play a for~most role in the nationwide resistance to liberalisation 
and pnvat1sat1on. 
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Tripura 
Immediately after the Party Congre!.s the Polit Bureau and 

Central Committee had to devote time to the situation within the 
Party in Tripura. As per the decision of the Party Congress a three
mem ber team of the Central Committee consisting of 
M. Basavapunnaiah, R. Umanath and K.N. Ravindranath went to 
Tnpura to discuss the problems ansmg out of the dissentmg Party 
members led by AJOY B1swas. The commission submitted a report 
and its recommendations were accepted by the Central Committee. 
The effort of the Party centre and the Central Committee was to 
umfy the Party on a pnncipled ba~1s. Efforts to hold the employees 
conference on a umted basis were attempted but it could not 
succeed. Subsequently Ajoy B1swas was expelled from the Party 
after a commission set up by the State Committee enquired into 
the charges agamst him. All through this period the Polit Bureau 
mtervened to see that the umty of the Party was main tamed keepmg 
m mind the senous attack on the P<lrty. 

An 1mport<lnt political challenge rn the penod srnce the 
I 4th Congre~s was the Tnpura as:-.embly elections which were to 
be held m Febru<lry 1993. These elections were po:-.tponed by the 
Election Commission toApnl after gross mterference by the official 
machmery to mfluence the poll:-.. The Party Centre had to devote 
considerable attention to the developmg s1tuat10n in Tripura taking 
up the attacks by the Congress(l)-TUJS Government with the Pnme 
Minister, representations to the Election Commis:-.ion and our 
vigorous protests in Parliament when the caretaker ministry was 
asked to contmue and rally support of other parties to help in 
ensurmg that the Sam1r Ranjan Barman ministry did not continue 
after the life of the assembly was over. The proclamation of 
Pre!.1dent s rule was a major victory as 1t created the conditions for 
a free and fair poll. Dunng the elections the Party Centre deployed 
16 of our Party MPs in the state during the poll mg and the counting. 
The Poht Bureau also decided to help theTnpura State Committee 
financially m the elections. For the first round and after the 
postponement during the second round of campaign a total of 
Rs. 30 lakhs was rai!.cd with West Bengal providing the major share 
followed by Kerala. 
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Assam 
For quite some time inner-Party differences on poht1cal

organisational questions had developed in the Assam state 
secretariat and State Committee with Central Committee members 
themselves holding different positions. The Polit Bureau asked the 
Central Committee members from Assam to submit their md1v1dual 
notes for discussion and resolution of the problems On the basis 
of the d1scuss10n of these notes and the issues raised, the Poht 
Bureau prepared a draft resolution on the political-orgamsattonal 
situation in Assam. A meeting of the secretariat and State 
Committee was convened in September 1993 to discuss the 
resolution with Polit Bureau members attending. The secretanat 
agreed with the approach presented in the draft resolution of the 
Poht Bureau and after discussions mcorporated the suggestions m 
the draft political report presented to the State Committee. The 
State Committee after discussions accepted the maJOr formulattons 
and expressed the view that the Party could be unified poht1cally 
and organisationally by the direction given in the document The 
differences in the Assam leadership pertained to a range of issues 
which include the attitude to the AGP, the moves for a JOtnt 
opposition platform, the question of how to deal with ethnic identity 
and separatism and on the organisational front there were problems 
about collective functionmg of the secretariat and the failure to 
build an effective Party Centre. The Polit Bureau intervened to 
pmpoint the issues on which political differences have emerged 
a~d also to rectify the wrong organisational trends. After the 
discussions m the State Committee there was a meeting of distnct 
commtttee members of eight districts m which the Poht Bureau 
resolution was explained. 

Th~ struggle to unify the state leadership politically and 
organisationally has to be carried forward. Some progress has 
been made but cannot be said that all the problems have been 
resolved. 

Tamil Nadu 

. The Poht Bureau had to take up for consideration the concrete 
hne to be pursued in Tamil Nadu by the Party in the wake of the 
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~plit m the DMK. The State Committee had held a senes f 
discussions smce the by-elections to the Palani Lok Sabha and the 
R<tmpet Assembly seats where our Party extended Its support to 
the DMK candidate. From these by-elections onwards our Party 
noted that the DMK leadership was taking a soft approach 
to the Congress(!) indicating that they were considering an alliance 
with the Congress(!) as a po~sible option in its struggle 
against the Jayalahtha Government and the AIADMK. The 
State Committee met in October 1993 to review the situation. 
Comrade Surjeet attended the meeting and assisted in 
formulating the Party stand in a complicated and fluid situat10n. 
The State Committee called upon the DMK to give up its 
vac1llatmg attitude towards the Congress(!). It abo called for 
projecting the Party's independent lme and explained its 
activities. 

Sub<;equently a major split took place m the DMK with the 
expulsion of Gopalaswamy and eight distnct secretanes. The 
format10n of the MDMK saw a sub~tantial section of the DMK 
cadres, particularly Its youth follow mg, jommg the new party. The 
State Committee meetmg m February 1994 decided to call for JOmt 
struggles by all the non-Congre<;s(I) secular opposit10n parties 
agamst the impact of the economic policies of the Centre and the 
state government s anti-people policies. It was decided that we 
should appeal both the DMK and the MDMK for joint mass actions. 
This !me was pursued m 1994 after havmg discuss10ns with the 
CPI which wished to continue its understanding with the DMK. It 
joined the DMK led platform to agitate for the retention of the 69 
per cent reservation. After some rounds of d1scuss1ons, the CPI 
ultimately did not jom the action proposed by our Party on is~ues 
concern mg central and state government poltc1es. Only the MDMK 
responded and a successful Joint programme was held in the month 
of January by holding joint rallies. Our attitude to the MDMK was 
determined by its stand against the central and state government's 
pohc1es and its willtngness to jom hands with the Left for Joint 
campaigns. Our Party decided to continue to stnve for unity of the 
non-Congress(!) non-AIADMK secular forces on a common 
platform for joint actions. To amve at this above understanding, 
Poltt Bureau members from the Centre attended a number of 
meetings of the secretariat and the State Committee. 
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Bihar 
In consonance with the I 4th Congress understand1g of 

intensifying people's struggle while trying to forge the umty of 
Left, democratic, secular forces and m response to the call of the 
AIKS, the B1har State Committee decided to launch a statew1de 
struggle to occupy surplus land. 

The struggle was launched unitedly alongw1th the CPI and IPF 
in August 1992. However, after the first phase which ended m the 
same month, the CPI withdrew statmg thdt the struggle was over 
The IPF similarly stated that the stage of the struggle has now 
changed and gave the slogan of nat1onali!'>ation of land. The CPI(M) 
carried forward the struggle independently. 

Oyer these months, the struggle spread to over 20 districts wtth 
intensity in I 2. Between I 5 and 20 thousand acres are currently 
under possession and bemg cultivated. The struggle is on ma total 
area of over 30 thousand acres. 

During this period, 36 of our comrades have been martyred, five 
m the first phase of the struggle itself between 5 and 15 August, 
1992. 

To streamline the Party organisation a state orgamsat1onal plenum 
was held m Dhanbad in I 993. 

Present Situation and Tasks 

Main features of the present situation are: 
I. Worsening economic condition for the mass of 

population because of the economic policies pursued by 
the central Government· 

2. Fas~ ~rowmg political 1~stability; in consonance with the 
Pohtical Resolution made in the 14th Congress itself; 

3· Communal danger that threatens nat10nal unity and 
weakens the secular basis of our society cannot be 
underestimated· 

4· Threat to the un;ty of the country in Kashmir and the Nonh
E~st and the failure of the Central Government to meet 
this challenge on the basis of protecting the identity of the 
people and tackling the problems facing this area; 

5· ~ncrease of U.S. imperialist pressure on the country both 
m the e · 1· . conom1c sphere as well as foreign po icy 
perceptions; 
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6. Danger of perpetuating social d1v1s10ns u~ing ca~te by 
certain parties for the sake of immediate electoral gain~; 

7. Threat to democratic mst1tut1ons by eroding their powers 
and reducing their status to sanct10n the m1~deeds of the 
government; 

8. Corruption on a huge scale mvolvmg mm1sters and 
bureaucrats at the Centre and the state level, threatening to 
erode the very fabric of our society. 

These factors are resulting in the aggravation of a senous cri~is 
of the entire system confirming the Party s ba~1c analysis about an 
all embracing cnsis due to the policies of the bourgeois-landlord 
regime. 

The cns1s in the political sphere 1s marked by the rapid decline 
in the influence of the major party of the bourgeois-landlord classes: 
The Congress(I) Party. Though factionah~m has been there smce 
long in the Congres~(I), the present situation is markedly worse 
with serious consequences. 

Today the Congress( I) is surviving at the Centre not on the basis 
of the support from the masses but by machination~ of defections 
v10lating the code of ant1-defect1on law. Both in the Centre and the 
states It 1s not concerned with the commitment~ made to the nat10n 
but is more concerned to maintain itself m power by hook or crook; 
without he~1tating to come to under~tanding with the communal 
and casteist forces as 1t has done in Kerala. 

The Central Committee has analysed that the Congress(!) has 
been constantly losing its popular support due to growing discontent 
of the masses with the policies of the ruling party both in the realm 
of economy as well as polity, its compromising role with 
communahsm at the cost of the basic pnnc1ple of secularism 
enshrined in the Constitution. This has become more clear during 
the penod of the last three years when 1t was following the new 
economic policies under the dictates of the !MF/World Bank 
threatening India's economic sovereignty. The attitude which the 
Congress(I) party has taken towards the Bahri Masjid
RamJanmabhoomi di'>pute has exposed its comprising role. Instead 
of meeeting the threat posed by the communal forces and boldly 
defending the secular basis of our Constitution it has been constantly 
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compromising with them resultmg m the demoht10n of the Babn 
Masjid. Thts policy has given big encouragement to the communal 
forces and has led to the ahenation of the mmonttes. Corrupt10n 
scandals have further eroded its mass base. This has deepened the 
crisis in the Congress(!) party itself. It has manifested m deep 
factic5nalism with different groups existmg in different states This 
1s expressed also i.n the functioning of the Congress(I) party itself 
which has given up even the facade of democracy m Its internal 
functioning as well as the funct1onmg of the grov~rnment All 
powers have been concentrated in the Prime Mm1ster who 1s also 
the Congress(!) President. In the states too the same pattern 1s bemg 
followed. This is resultmg in the severing of contacts with the mass 
of the populat10n. The special feature of the crisis can be seen·m 
the Centre itself in dealing with the issues which ArJun Smgh has 
raised. This exposes the opportunistic stand of the Central 
Government in tackling the senous problems facing the country 
The results of the elections to the state assembles where the 
Congress(!) has been routed in the two most industriahsed states 
in western India has a potential of leadmg to a major cns1s and 
political instability in the Centre and at the state levels. The 
Congress(!) party has faced many crises earlier but has been able 
to manage tt as in 1967, 1969, 1977 and 1980. But this time the 
magnitude of the crisis appears to be more serious. 

But it is unfortunate that because of the weakness of the Left 
democratic forces in the country as a whole, the discontent is sought 
to be utilised by the BJP/Shiv Sena/RSS and their allies. In the last 
:arlia~ent elections the BJP emerged as the major oppos1t1on party 
m Parhament and at that time it had control over four states of 
Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and Himachal Pradesh. 
But after the demolition of the Bahri Masjid it Jost the states of 
~ttar Pradesh, H1machal Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh. But agatn 
m t~e recent elections they achieved massive victory in the state of 
Gujarat with around two-thirds majority and alongwith the Shiv 
Sena became the biggest combination in Maharashtra capturing 
p~wer t~ere also. In fact now they control all the We~tern states 
wn_h RaJasthan already in their hands. This development has very 
senous repercus · · f d 

smns on the body politic of the country 1tsel an 
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the BJP will seek to project itself as a real alternative to the 
Congress(!) m the commg elections. This is bound to create panic 
among the minonty community and will help in the growth of 
fundamentalist forces among them too. Already the Sh1v Sena ha~ 
started ra1smg the slogan of dnving out the "Bangladeshis" and 
' Pakistanis which 1s directed against the people belonging to the 
minonty community. The RSS has come out with a statement that 
this 1s a victory for the forces of Hmdutva. We can ignore this 
threat only at a very heavy cost for the Left and democratic 
movement m the country. 

On the one hand the ruling Congress(!) party, insp1te of its 
growing isolation, is bound to pur~ue its World Bank/IMF dictated 
economic policies leading to the growth of unemployment, poverty 
and hunger and undermine our economic sovereignty. On the other 
the BJP and its allies disrupt nat10nal unity. It must be noted that 
the BJP from the begmnmg has been supporting the economic 
policies pursued by the Congres-;(I) government. The newly 
appointed Chief Mtni5.ter of Gujarat tn his interview has 
reconfirmed this. 

The question arises before us as to how to meet these challenges. 
Taking the country as a whole the Left 1s weak though its prestige 
is very high because of the consistent pohc1es which 1t has pursued 
in all spheres, whether it is the defence of economic sovereignty, 
national unity, unity of the country, struggle against imperialism 
or exposure of corrupt10n scandals. That is why all the secular 
oppos1t10n forces declare that they would like to unite with the 
Left. 

To intervene in such a s1tuat10n, a big change in the correlation 
of cla-;s forces is require. This can be done only 1f the Left and 
democratic forces get strengthened and are able to present a real 
alternative to the bourge01s-landlord policies. Our Party has to 
continuously struggle for that. We have explained this in the 14th 
Party Congress m detail. There is no need to elaborate again. But 
now we are faced with a senous threat both from the Congress(!) 
party as well as from the BJP And we cannot meet that threat 
without allies. We know the difficulties in securing allies. We have 
past expenence of unitmg with the Janata Dai and the National 
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Front. They disintegrated in a short period m the absence of coherent 
policies. In fact the different state governments led by the'le parties 
were working in different directions even in relation to basic policy 
questions. The Janata Dai government in Orissa was vehemently 
supporting the new economic policies of the Central Government 
and got isolated from the people in this process. The B1har 
government neglected land reforms and only highlighted the 
question of reservations to the extent of perpetuating caste d1v1s1ons 
Its attitude towards the struggles of the workmg class, peasantry 
and employees was negative. 

At present, all the different governmenls formed after the recent 
elect10ns are not taking into consideration the verdict of the people 
and are continuing to follow the Congress(I) policies in terms of 
1mplementmg the new economic policies and the so-called 
liberalisation'. But they are at least taking a secular stand against 

the BJP and even m the realm of economic policies there are 
differences amongst them. It will be wrong to say that these parties 
have exhausted theu potential. In fact, in the present situation, along 
with the Left, they and the regional parties have to play an important 
role to meet the immediate challenges. In this context, our Party 
while working for unity of the Left democratic and secular forces 
to meet th~se challenges from the Congress(!) and the BJP has to 

emphasise on the coherent policy alternative for the solution to the 
problems faced by the nat10n. The Left has to do everything to see 
that the BJP is not allowed to emerge as the alternative to the 
Congress(I) at the CeTltre. We should warn agamst perpetuating 
caste divisions whilt taking effective steps to overcome the 
backwardness of OBC s . 

. In t?1s connection it is not out of place to mention the directton 
giv~n m the political report of the l 4th Party Congress. "But on the 
basis of the experience of the past we have to overcome our 
weaknesses .m workmg With these parties. We do not try to 
demarcate with t~em when demarcation becomes necessary. We 
to~e down our differences in the name of unity. We also become 
victims to parli · I 

. amentanamsm under one pretext or the other. n 
our anxiety to win · k 

some seats in the regions where we are wea we 
completely surrend 

er our masses to these parties even at a time 
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when elections enable us to propagate our views and policy 1..,~ue~ 
can be posed very clearly. If we try to study the performance 111 the 
elections before 1977, when we were mdependently conte-;tmg we 
were able to expand our mfluence 111 different areas. Though 1t was 
very necessary to change the tactical !me, 111 the penod after the 
Emergency, again~t authontananism, it Jed to a s1tuat1on where, 
bourgeo1s-landlord parties were able to dictate terms to us 111 many 
places mstead of commg to a proper understand mg. This tendency 
also leads us to allow the masses to fall prey to these parties, instead 
of rallymg them behmd our Party and the Left. Lack of sufficient 
demarcation on certain issues dunng u111ted action affects our mass 
ba~e. This shortcoming is to be overcome. Therefore, the Party has 
to be very careful while workmg alongwith the~e parties. While 
making certam very nece!'>sary compromises, we should never forget 
our cla~!'> outlook and 1deolog1cal moorings. In the background of 
the developments 111 the mternat1on<ll Communi~t movement and 
the reverses and setb<lcks suffered, this aspect has to be given more 
importance. The Party, bemg the btgge..,t force of the Left, has to 
take i111tiat1ve m developmg mass movements and leadmg polit1cal 
1deolog1cal battles to release the mass rallying beh111d the bourgeoi<>
landlord classes from their ideological influence. We have to draw 
the ma~<;es following the other parties mcludmg the Congres!->(I) 
into the struggles Jed by us. In this context, the concrete appltcation 
of Marx1!'.m-Leni111sm, to the concrete conditions prevail mg in the 
country acqmres great importance. Our Party s poltcte~. tactics and 
programmes, ba~ed on concrete cond1t1ons, have stood the test of 
time. That 1s why, 111 spite of the severe reverses and setbacks in 
the international Commu111st movement our Party is able to stand 
u111ted. This gives us confidence to march forward m the struggles 
to build Left and democratic u111ty which alone can provide real 
alternative to the bourgeois-landlord rule.' 

But because of the .rapidly changmg situation we have agam 
overlooked these shortcomings which created some discontent 
among certain umts m the Party. This has to be overcome because 
until we are able to change the correlation of forces we will have to 
take some concrete steps to meet the concrete situation. But while 
domg so we have to ward off both dangers: on the one hand of 
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taking a sectanan approach towards these parties when cooperation 
with them 1s required in the name of thelf opporturn~t pos1t1ons on 
different i~sues and on the other hand to trail behmd these parties 
because of electoral opportunism. By such m1~tdkes we are 
narrowmg down our appeal. Our effort has to be to bmld Left unity 
not only to develop mass movements but also in order to fight 
electoral battles. When the political atmosphere gets surcharged 
we have to approach the wider masses with our alternative policies 
which alone are capable of presenting an alternative to the 
bourgeo1s-landlord classes. While fighting the elections alongw1th 
the Left, we can come to an under!>tandmg with all secular 
opposition parties with the perspective of defeatmg both the 
Congress(!) and the BJP. This is very necessary to expand our mass 
base. 

Left Unity 

In this respect, the Left has acquired a great importance m the 
present critical situation. After the victory in the recent elect10ns 
the BJP is determined to project itself as an alternative to the 
Congress(!) and is makmg senous efforts to woo regional parties. 
There Is no doubt that m building Left umty we have got vanous 
problems which have been dealt with in the earlier part of the report. 
These difficulties can be overcome through jomt struggles. 
Therefore, the main emphasis has to be on unleashing mass 
movements of the workmg class, agricultural labour, peasants, 
employees, youth, students, women and other sections of the to1hng 
people. It is through class battles that this unity can be further 
strengthened. The experience of the last three years goes to show 
tha~ though the Left is not yet in a position to brmg a change in the 
~ohtlcal situation at the all India level, through constant activities 
It is capable of mfluencmg the political scene to an extent. 

Role of The Party 

. Left unity can only be strengthened and mass strugales unleashed 
if the Party plays t d . 0 d . 1 s ue role. For this purpose it has to expan its 
influence by taki · · . 
h ng m1trnt1ve on the various issues confronting 

t e nation with · . 
particular emphasis on class issues 
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and eqmppmg the cadre 1deolog1cally. Only by w1denmg its ba~e 
can 1t become an effective lever m further developing Left 
unity. 

Therefore, while workmg for such an alternative as the 1mmed1ate 
objective our mam concentration should be to develop and 
strengthen the Left and democratic forces. Our central plank has 
to be to strengthen the Left and democratic forces by unleashmg 
the mass movement agamst economic policy and in defence of the 
unity of the country, against the danger of impenaltst penetration 
and against rampant corruption. The Party s aim has to be to realise 
a Left and democratic alternative based on alternative policies. 
Whtie firmly opposing the majority community communalism of 
the BJP, we must strengthen our opposition to minonty 
fundamentalism. Our prmctpled stand has enhanced our prestige 
as a consistent secular force amongst the mmont1es. This should 
be used for dtrectly approachmg the minorities to help them realise 
that minonty fundamentalism only strengthens majortty 
communalism and both feed on each other. 

Wh1 le stre~smg the importance of 1mmed1ate electoral alternative 
we have to con~tantly empha~1se the baste class alternative, politics 
and organise ~truggles for ach1evmg 1t. The Programme of Left 
and democratic front as advanced in the Political Resolut10n has to 
be popularised on a big scale. 

Therefore, the period ahead should see intense poht1cal mterventton 
by the Party to project and develop such an alternative. This w1 II require 
flexible tactics. There is no short cut for any revolutionary movement 
particularly in a country which is still dominated by the bourgeois
feudal ideology. In such a situation the Party has to be very vigilant 
against both opportunism and sectanamsm. 

The increa<;ing participation m mass struggles is the key factor. 
This calls for intensification of the political campaign to raise the 
consciousness of the people. In this context, we have to note that 
the elect10n battles and the campaign conducted by us have 
increased the political awareness of the people in remote areas. 
Thus, the role of the Party is crucial. The Party has to strengthened 
ideologically, poltt1cally and organisationally. Only then 
can the respons1b11tty to effectively intervene in the pohtical 
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situation, to shape national developments and above all 
for becoming an effective organ for social transformation, be 
fulfilled. 

PART II 

ORGANISATION 

The 14th Congress reviewed the implementation of the Salk1a 
Orgam~at1onal Plenum guidelines and concretised the organisa
tional ta~ks. A review of the implementation of the ta~b set out at 
the la~t Party Congress and present organisational situation ts 

necessary to 1dent1fy the future tasks. 
The three years since the la~t Party Congress was a penod of 

great offensive against the Party and its ideology. In the background 
of the d1~integration of the Soviet Union and setbacks to Soc1altsm 
m East European countnes, the Party had to face a concerted ant1-
Comrnum~t propaganda that Marxism 1s obsolete and Soc1ah~m is 
a dead system. We have been able to emerge by and large unscathed 
from this offensive because of the success we attained in untfymg 
the Party on the basis of the ideological resolution adopted at the 
last Congress and also in the background of the Party s intense 
ideological struggle to independently apply Marxism-Lenint'>m to 
Indian condit10ns since its inception in t 964. This does not mean 
that there 1s no ideological confusion among the broad ranks of the 
Left sympathisers especially among the intellectuals and among 
the younger generation or there is no impact on the inflow mto the 
Party and Left-led organisations. 

The. period Witnessed more activities of the Party, more 
campaigns and struggles against the anti-people policies of the 
?over~m~nt, against communahsm, against corruptwn, against 
impenaltst pressures and so on. The entire Party and mass 
organisations m which the Party members are workmg have been 
very active during this period. There have been more mstances of 
intervention by the Party in the national polit1cal s1tuatwn 
thdn in the past. These do not mean that we have overcome all 
weaknesses or shortcomings and successfully carried out all 
the tasks set out at the last Party Congress. There are many 
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weaknes'~e<; and shortcomings that require immediate attention and 
redressal. 

The penod also saw the accentuation of the problems of the 
bourge01s-landlord system and growing political instability in the 
country. Due to the weaknesses of the Party and the Left and 
democratic forces in the country the discontent among the people 
1s being utilised by communal parties like BJP and others for their 
expansion. We have to rally more and more people around the Left 
and democratic alternative projected by the Party. The present 
s1tuat1on demands an all-round improvement in all the activities 
and 1mmed1ate expansion of the Party and mass organisations. 

Review of The Implementation of The Tasks set out at The 
14th Congress 
Let w. examine how we have been ..ible to implement these tasks 

~et out at the I 4th Congre~s. The tasb set out for the Party Centre 
were: 

(a) Augmenting the Polit Bureau/Central Committee cadres 
at the Centre; recruiting equipped cadre<; for d1schargmg 
the daily work of the Party headquarters 

(b) Strengthening the collective functioning and individual 
respon<;ibilit1es by organising work into departments and 
sub-committees of which pnority should be given to: 
organisation, Party education, agtt-prop and Party Journals. 

(c) Ensuring that reports of ma<;s organisations submitted by 
sub-committees are placed m the Central Committee for 
discus~1ons regularly once a year. 

(d) Setting up a system of regular central party schools which 
will be a continuous proce~s. Spec1dl attention to Hindi 
schools. hsuance of Party letters on a regular basis. 

(e) Improving the content of the central paper~. expanding the 
edltonal staff, setting up a central news service and 
expanding the agit-prop literature brought out from the 
centre. 

Some of these ta~ks were taken up for implementation. 

Polit Bureau 

As for collective functioning, the Poht Bureau has been meeting 
on an average of once in two months. The available Polit Bureau 
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members at the Party Centre who number 7 (after the dedth of 
M. Basavapunnaiah) have been contmuing the pr.ict1ce of daily 
meetmgs, to take stock of the s1tuat1on and react to developments 
This has helped the Party to react properly to event~. mtervene Jnd 
carry forward our tactical !me. On occasions wherever maJor 
questions had to be decided concerning the pohtical-tdct1cal hne, 
the Party Centre has consulted all the Polit Bureau members 
before takmg a fmal decision even if the full Polit Bureau 
meetings were not held. Such occas10ns arose dunng the 
presidential elections, after the demolition of the Babn MasJid 
and during the no-confidence motion. However, the paucity of 
cadres at the Centre continues to hamper proper d1v1s1on of work 
into departments and sub-committees as envisaged m the 
organisational report to the l 4th Congress. The multi-fanous 
tasks of momtormg political developments, studying the vast 
amount of mformation available at the centre, functioning the 
sub-committees and gmdmg the mass organisations and ass1stmg 
the states with their pohtical-organisational problems-all this 
reqmres more leading cadres at the centre. We should take step~ 
to strengthen the Party Centre. 

Central Committee 

The Central Committee has met 12 times since the 14th Congress 
which is an average of once in three months. The sub-committees 
set up by the Central Committee for the various mass fronts have 
functioned more regularly. In the case of the kisan-agncultural sub
con:imittee there is a distinct improvement compared to the previous 
penod; the youth-student sub-committee has also met on a regular 
basis. As for the trade union sub-committee though it has met 
regularly there is a need for making it more effective and for 
planning its work. The women's sub-committee needs to be activised 
further as it has not met regularly. 

Review of the Mass Organisations 

~he 14th Congress had pointed out the importance of periodic 
revie~s ~y the Central Commtttee of the work in the mass 
organisatwns. Reports of mass organisations submitted by the 
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~ub-comm1ttees were to be d1<>cussed in the Central Committee 
once a ye<lr. Though this has not been possible a beginn111g wa.., 
made with the two mam cla-;s organisations-the trade urnon and 
k1~<1n-·agncultural front.A review of the k1~an front and formul<1t111g 
1mmed1ate tasks was undertaken by the Central Committee <1fter 
cons1denng a report prepared by the agranan sub-committee. This 
document was fmali-;ed after sending It to the State Committee<; 
for eliciting their opinions. A simil<1r exercise was undertaken on 
the trade union front. However, ttfe review document iii not 
finalised, a~ after one round of d1~cuss10ns in the Central 
Committee it was sent to the State Committees for d1scuss1on 
and these opinion<> have not been taken up for cons1derat1on again 
by the Central Committee. 

The Polit Bureau and Central Committee have not been able to 
u ndert<1ke the review of the other ma-;-; orgam -;at1ons penod1c<1lly. 
This mu..,t be t<1ken up in the com111g d<1y-; on a sy~temat1c ba~1s 

Party Education 

As for holdmg Centr<1l P<irty ~choob, the Party Centre conducted 
two-week-long schoob 111 1992 and 1993, the first m Hmd1 and the 
second in Engli~h. The~e two ~chool~ were meant for trammg 
teachers from the ~tLlte.., who would be conducting cla~~e~. The 
~choob were attended by 71 and I 03 comrade~ respectively. Such 
~chools for ~t<1te level teacher-; and for le<1dmg ma..,.., front c<1dre<; 
mmt become an annual feature. 

At the state level there ha~ been more schoolmg. In 1992 state 
le\el schools were orgdm<>ed in PunJ<1b, Andhra, Delhi, On~~Ll, 
Tnpura. Ra_1a<>than and Karnatak<i 111 which Polit Bureau member.., 
pdrt1c1pdted Some K1..,an Front and youth front schools were dl-;o 
orgd1med m ~tates. In 1993 ~tate level schools were organi~ed m 
A~..,am. UP and MP. Both m Kerala and We<>t Bengal there has 
been more ~y..,temdtlC school mg. In Ker did a -;y<>tem of permanent 
Party ~choolmg hci<> been m1t1ated with printed syllahu~ and 516 
te<1cher~ m n111e b<ttches have so far been tramed. 

Overdll, however, the efforb do not adequately meet the need.., 
of the s1tu<1t10n. With the serious 1deolog1cal challenges facmg the 
P<1rty, 1t I'> nece~-;ary to conduct Party educ<1t1on on a systematic 
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basis both at the centre and m the states through proper planning 
To systematise the schooling and to cover the topics which are 
essential for Party education, it is necessary to set up a Party 
education sub-committee of the Central Comm1tttee. 

Party Letter 
The issuance of Central Party Jetter s as suggested in the last 

Congress was begun but it could not be made a regular feature 
Two such letters were issued-one on the Party s stand on the 
Presidentidl elections m June, 1992 and the other the West Bengal 
State Committee's review of the Panchayat election~ in 1993 Smee 
reporting to the lower units is not systematically done m many 
states, such letters which are to be circulated up to the branches 
must be brought out regularly in the future. 

Central News Service 

The Party Centre took up the task of setting up a central news . 
service. The lndca News Network (INN) began funct10nmg m 
November, 1992 with one journalist at the headquarters The INN 
for the past two and a half years has been supplying the Party da1hes/ 
weeklies with Party news and statements, commentanes and mass 
organisational activities. The service can be expanded and 11nproved 
if competent reporters are provided for in the states and the ed1tonal 
staff augmented at the centre. 

Central Papers 

One of the decisions of the last Party Congress was co increase 
the number of pages of the central papers, Peoples Democrac; 
and Lok Lehar. As per this decision the two papers have mcre.ised 
from l 2 to 16 pages. This has enabled wider coverage of evenh 
and commentaries. But the quantum of staff required for People 5 

I?emoc~acy has not been fulfilled which hampers the poss1bihty of 
improving the editorial work. 

The circulation of both People's Democracy and Lok Lehar has 
registered only a m 1 · 1 t.icrnant argma mcrease and 1s by and drge s c 

The People's Democracy circulation was 13,666 at the time of the 
l~th Congress dnd now it is 14,196 m ldnuary 1995. The Lok Lehar 
c1rculat1on was 12 ~60 d w 1t 1s · ,. at the time of last Congress an no 
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13, 179 in January 1995. The Central Committee had given a call 
for a month-long campaign to increase circulation in January 1993 
which could not be undertaken with the abnormal situation 
prevailing in the country after the demolition of the Bahri MasJid. 
The call was given again in April 1994 with the target being an 
overall increase of 25 per cent on the circulation. Only West Bengal 
has seriously implemented the call and increased the circulation of 
both papers by over a thousand each. (Detailed chart is appended). 

West Bengal continues to be the main subscriber of both papers 
accounting for half the circulation of People's Democracy and 
40 per cent of the Lok Lehar copies. In the case of People's 
Democracy, Tripura has also increased its circulation substantially. 
No other state has taken the task of increasing People's Democracy 
circulation seriously. 

As for Lok Lehar, the only Hindi state to maintain a stable and 
improved circulation is Madhya Pradesh.All the other Hindi states, 
have an unsatisfactory record. Part1cularly the two big states, B1har 
and U.P., have a fluctuating circulation. Their sales went up in 1993 
but has again declined, compared to the last Congress figures. 
Despite repeated discussion and decisiom. in the State Committees, 
the sale of the paper is not taken seriously by the leadership at all 
levels in the Hindi states. 

The State Committees and district committees must appoint one 
of their members to supervise and momtor the circulat10n of the 
Party papers. This must be ensured. 

As for The Marxist, we have failed to bring out any issue during 
the entire year of 1994. Whatever the problems this is an 
unjustifiable lapse. The publication has been resumed in 1995 and 
steps should be taken to ensure that The Marxist comes out regularly 
and is able to address to the ideological needs of our cadres. 

Agit-prop: The number of publications brought out from the 
Party Centre shows some increa~e. particularly those pamphlets 
that were connected with our mass campaigns. The pamphlet against 
RSS-VHP-BJP combine written by Sitaram Yeohury in Engli~h. 
Hindi and Urdu was printed with over a lakh of copies. Similarly 
campaign pamphlets against the new economic poltcies and the 
GAIT have also been brought out. But the bulk of the publications 
are Party documents like Central Committee reports. Two other 
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notable publications are Surjeet s Outline History of The Commum~t 
Movement and EMS'sA History of the Kera/a Commumst Party A 
list of the publications is appended. The requirements of brmgmg 
out a large amount of literature on various topics both 1deolog1cal 
and agttat1onal cannot be met by the present set up. We have to 
separate the publishing section. After the Congress, a separate 
publtshing unit has to be set up which will be re.;;pons1ble for 
bnnging out a wide range of literature which will fulfill the poht1cal
ideolog1cal needs and also be commercially viable. 

It is heartening that durmg this period the daily newspapers 
brought out in the states have shown progress. De,\habhunam, 
Kerala began a fourth edition from Kannur; further, the Kasargode 
district committee is brmgmg out an even mg dat I y in Kannada for 
the Kannada population m the district. Ganashakti, West Bengal 
has increased It!> circulation; Theekathir has started a second ed1tron 
from Madras city; Prajashakthi has also begun a second ed1t1on 
from Hyderabad. The daily m Tnpura after vicious attacks during 
the semi-fascist regime 1s now going in for techntcal modern1~at10n 
of the Press to improve the paper. 

Ideological Struggle 

The last Party Congress stressed the importance of the 1deolog1cal 
struggle for the expansion of the Party and its influence. The report 
on organisation and tasks states: "In the present situatwn tn the 
country, this ideological battle, education and propaganda acqwres 
special importance. We will be able to fight the bankrupt poltcie~ 
of the Congress(!) and the communal platform of the BJP and 
defend the unity of the country, only if along with building up mass 
struggles, we s1multaneously wage a sustained pollt1cal-1deological 
struggle agamst ruling class ideologies. To the list enumerated above 
we have to add the pernicious theories of Hmdu rashtra, p~eudo
seculansm, linguistic chauvinism, the new fashionable theone5 of 
abandoning self-rehance and integrating with the global capitalt~t 
economy· the new · M . · ·•oandd ' . anti- <lrx1st and ant1-Soc1dll~t P.rop"c 
generated by the s tb k . . b I to win e ac s to world Socialism. The att e 
the mmds of the pe I h . truooles op e w o gather around us m mas!> s cc 

becomes of paramount importance. Neglect of this work will reduce 
our work to econo h h -~es m mism Wit m our bd~1c classes and t e mas. 
general". 
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The ideological campaigns to educate our ranks and Party 
following m this period included observance of the October 
revolution anniversary every year; the hundredth birth anniversary 
celebration of Mao Zedong; the observance of the 30th anniversary 
of the format10n of the CPl(M) m 1994 and the Engels death 
centenary observance. These occasions were used to hold meetings, 
semmars and bringing out special ·issues of Party journals. But the 
observance of these events has been uneven in the different 
states.We have to step up efforts to take up all social and political 
issues from our ideological standpoint. 

An important event was the International Kerala, Studies Congress 
organised by the A.K.G. Centre for Study and Research at 
Thiruvananthapuram in August, 1994. More than 600 papers were 
presented on various aspects of Kerala studies. This Congress was 
attended by around 1,500 delegates including 23 foreign scholars. This 
Congress has been a landmark in the Party's mitiative in Kerala m the 
academic field. This expenence can be usefully absorbed and similar 
initiatives can be taken up in other states and at the all-Ind1a level. 

The entire Party should reah~e that the future expansion of the 
Party depends on the success we attain in the ideological struggles. 
This reqmres raising the political-organisat1onal consciousness of 
the Party members, producing more propaganda materials both in 
the Centre and state, improving our journals and dailies, starting 
new journal and dailies, organising more schools and conducting 
more political ideological propaganda etc. 

Hindi States 

The importance of work m the Hindi states was emphasi~ed m 
the Salk1a Plenum and the 14th Congress orgamsat1onal review. 
The review in the last Congress had concluded that unless we bmld 
up sustamed struggles for land and wages by mob1lismg the rural 
poor, 1t will not be possible to expand our Party's mass base. An 
important development in this respect is the land struggle initiated 
by the Party and kisan and agricultural labour organisations m Bihar. 
This struggle, if properly consolidated, will help in expansion of 
our mass base m the rural areas. Such a path has to be taken up in 
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the other big state Uttar Pradesh where there 1s no progress m our 
work in the rural areas. Recently, a plan has been chalked out to 
develop land struggles and wages movements m selected centres 
in five d1stncts after adequate preparations. This proposal has been 
adopted in the state conference also. Unless this 1s taken up m 
right earnest, it will not be possible to achieve a breakthrough. 

In Madhya Pradesh, there has been an accretion in the Party s 
strength. The Party membership has registered a steady growth 
Our increased activities and growing prestige have helped m 
attracting leaders and followers from the socialist group and the 
CPI to join our Party. 

The Central Committee review of the elections to the assemblies 
in North India in December 1993 had noted that even in areas where 
some mass influence exists due to the work of individual leaders 
and movements in the past, the absence of Party buildmg and proper 
mass organisations functioning leads to no benefit to the Party 
During the elections a concerted offensive by the bourgeois parties 
results in the masses being swayed by them. 

Overall the state of the mass organisations in the Hmdi states is 
poor. The State Committees do not pay attention to orienting the 
cadre to have a correct appraoch to mass organisations. Proper 
deployment of cadres and independent functioning of the class and 
mass organisations is absent. The state conference of the Bihar 
state k1san sabha has not been held for seven years. There IS no 
state level functioning of the Kisan Sabha in Rajasthan. 

The ~arty ~entre called a meeting of the Secretaries of the. State 
~ommittees m the Hindi-speaking states and took certain deciswns 
m May 1992. We have not been able to follow up the implementatwn 
of the ~ks. Apart from calling the secretaries of the Hmdi State 
Comm~ttees, the Party Centre must take up in co-operation with the 
all-I?dia mass organisation leadership the question of streamhnmg 
and impro:mg the mass organisations work in the region. . 
Im~ro:mg the collective functioing

1 
raising the poltt1cal 

~~amsational conscio~sness of the Party members, activismg the 
rty members and umts, taking up the day to day issues atfecung 

~h~ .Pe.ople, expanding the kisan and agricultural workers union, 
m1t1atmg more mas t . . · I eform s s ruggles, takmg up issues of socia r 
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and ideological struggles are important tasks to be fulftlled for 

expanding the Party. 

Other Tasks Taken Up 
The Central Committee also set up a tnbal committee conststmg of 

Prakash Karat (Convener), Nripen Chakraborty, Achintya 
Bhattacharya, Biman Bose and G.S. Mazumdar for preparing a tribal 
policy document. The Committee in its first meeting took up the work 
of preparing two notes on the Jharkhand and Bodo questions which 
were placed in the Central Committee for discussion to concretise our 
stand on regional autonomy for these two regions. The Committee 
has not yet prepared the tribal policy documents, though some 
preliminary work in collecting matenal and information has been done. 

As per the Orgamsational Report guideline, the Central Committee 
set up a North-Eastern committee consisting of Sdilen Dasgupta 
(Canvenor),AchintyaBhattacharya, Noorul Huda andAnanda Pathak 
to develop the Party in this region. A meeting of this sub-committee 
was held in June I 992 where the problems of the Party m S1kk1m was 
discus~ed and scope of work in other North-Ea!->tern states. 
Unfortunately this committee has not funct10ned subsequently. Right 
now a Party State Committee ex1~ts in Mampur and some work 1s 
there m S1kkim. In all other state~ we have no organised work. This 
vital area should not be left unattended. 

Cultural Front 

The acuvit1es on the cultural front have progressed welt m some 
of the states. There are street theatre groups, drama and song squads 
and cultural magazines in vanous ~tdtes. The I 4th Congre~s report 
had proposed to set up a cultural front fraction committee to exchange 
expenences and coordinate activities. Unfortunately, the committee 
could not be constituted though states were asked to nominate names 
to this committee. This must be set up as soon as possible. 

Literacy and Science Campaigns 

Durmg this period there has been considerable work on the mass 
literacy and post-literacy campaigns m various states m which Party 
members and mass organisat10n activists have been involved. 
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Popular science campaign by people~ ~c1ence movements focmsmg 
on self-reliance has also been conducted on a countrywide basis 
Party committees must encourage the l 1teracy and -.c1ence work m 
a planned manner. 

Party Membership 

Our Party membership has increased by over 50,000 m the three
year penod. At the time of the l 4th Congress the Party membership 
was 5, 19 ,664 and this has gone up to 6,31, 171 by the end of 1994 
Though th1~ increase is not at the same rate as in the pa~t (1f we 
compare the figures from Congress to Congress in th~ 80s) II is 
~till heartening given the overall mternational atmosphere and the 
national situation. The Party member~hip has shown mcrea~e m 
states like Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Madhya 
Pradesh, West Bengal, Tnpura and Maharashtra while there 1s 'lome 
decrease in Assam, Raja~than, U.P. and On~sa. The lesser quantum 
of increase overall is primanly due to the fact that the Party 
membership has increased only marginally in Kemla. In the pa'lt 
it is West Bengal and Kerala which have constituted the largest 
proportion of increased membership. 

Class Composition 

It was noted in the organisational report of the 14th Congress 
that there is an improved class composition in our strong states 
The current reports available indicate the same trend. In Kerala 
working class is 47 3 per cent (includmg employees), agncultural 
labour 26.05 per cent; and poor peasantry 1 O 13 per cent; m West 
Bengal, working class is 11.3, agncultural labour 15 4 and poor 
pea~antry 26.9 per cent; in Tripura, working class is 13 per cent. 
agncultural labour 26 and poor peasant 32.2; in Andhra, working 
clas~ is 13, agricultural labour 28.5 and poor peasants 24 4; in 

Tamil Nadu the three categories together constitute 80 per cent 
The figures of the five strongest states indicate t~e overall class 
composition of the Party as they constitute over eighty per cent of 
the membership. 

While this is · . h delegates . a pos1t1ve feature, an analysis of t e f 
composttion attending the state conferences and cornposition ° 
State Committees and District Committees would show that cadres 
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from the~e cla!>ses do not find sufficient representdt1on. Here come~ 
the neces!.1ty of conscious planning for promotion of cadres from 
the ba!.1c classes in the Party committees. This reqmre~ spec1dl 
efforts to develop them politically and eqmp them for fulfillmg 
Party respons1b1ht1es. 

Social Composition 
The special attention to be paid to ensure adequate recruitment 

from the socially oppressed sections and minorities has been 
~tre~sed m the last three Congres~ gmdelines. In the ca~e of 
~cheduled castes, as noted in the last Congre!.s, their entry in the 
Party i~ quite satisfactory. Jn We-;t Bengal 1t is 17.8 per cent of 
member,h1p; in Kerdla 14.7; in Tripura 15; Andhra Pradesh 16.6 
and Tamil Nadu 25. However the lag in tribal and minorities 
member,h1p continues. Only in We-;t Bengal 1s the membership 
from the minorities !.ubstantial with 14 27 per cent of total 
member-;hip belonging to the Mu~hm minority. Jn Ker<lla this figure 
i~ 9 I while their proportion in the total population is 20 per cent. 

In the case of women, the I 4th Congress had sharply pinpointed 
the neglect in drawing women activists from the class and mass 
orgam~at1on~ into the Party. This 1~ a weakness prevalent even in 
the stronger states. Some minimal progress has been achieved in 
certain states to increa<>e women Party membership though it is 
still far !>hort of the scope as lakhs of women participate in the 
movements and mass activities. In West Bengal the percentage of 
women in Party member<>h1p has risen from 4.9 in 1991 to 5.7 per 
cent in 1994; in Kerala during the same period it has shown a slight 
increase from 5.4 to 5.7 per cent; in the case of Tripura 1t is 7.2 to 
9.9 per cent; m Tamil Nadu 4.5 to 5.7 percent and inAndhra 2.5 to 
5 per cent. The most systematic approach to drawing women 
and developing theu potential is being undertaken by the Party in 
Tamil Nadu. 

The increase of over five thomand women Party members in the 
three-year period since the last Congress is still too ltttle to make 
any substantial impact w1thm the Party in the outlook towards 
women. With the mcreasmg political awareness amongst women 
and their direct participation in panchayats and local bodies with 
one-third reservation, the bourgeois parties are makmg a big btd to 
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mobihse women. Our Party as a socially advanced formation must 
be able to shed the attitude of conservatism towards women s 
equality and their social emancipation. 

Activisation of Party Branches 
The 14th Party Congress stressed the importance of act1V1sing 

Party branches. Some attempts have been made by certam State 
Committees to activise the functioning of the branches by organis
ing annual review of the branch functioning at the time of renewals, 
training of branch secretaries, regular meeting of branch secretanes 
etc. The state review reports show that there is not sufficient 
improvement m the overall situation even though the fight against 
the new economic policies and the anti-communal struggles saw 
enhanced activity of the Party at all levels. No state has been able 
to send to the Party Centre a detailed report on branch functioning 
based on the questionnaire issued at the time of the 1994 renewal 
of Party membership. 

The activisation of the Party members, raising their level of 
political consciousness, activisation of the mass and class orgamsa
t1ons at the grass-root level, more participation of the common 
people in campaigns and struggles launched by the mass organisa
tions and the Party, consolidation of the gains and expans10n of the 
Party and mass organisation depend on the proper and regular 
funct10nmg of the Party branches. All the higher committees of 
the Party should realise the importance of strengthening the 
branches for the Party s expansion. The decision of the 14th Party 
Congress should be implemented. The higher committees should 
plan periodic review of the activities of the branches. 

Strengthen The Party Centre Work 
. The paucity of equipped cadre continues to affect the 
imple.mentation of the multi-faceted tasks at the Centre 
Expenenced and equipped cadres are not joining the Party Centre 
~rom the strong states. The State Committees should help the centre 
m this respect in ord fu . . d to the er to Ifill the respons1b1ht1es ass1gne 
centre. We are expe · · . . d n mas~ . . nencmg paucity of eqmpped ea res 1 
organisations and in the states. Many comrades complain that the 
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Party 1s not making use of them or g1vmg them enough work or 
reposmg confidence m them. This contradictory situation reveals 
the deficiencies existmg in our cadre policy. 

Cadre Policy 

The expansion of the Party and the mass organisations and their 
various activities require a continuous increase in the availability 
of efficient cadres. We shall have to recruit, train and depute cadres 
to different tasks at all levels. There is also mismanagement in the 
distribution of cadres and allocation of tasks among them. Some 
comrades insist on doing everything and intervene in all matters. 
This is not possible in the context of the expansion of the activities 
of the Party and ultimately it adversely affects the Party's efficiency. 
Some comrades are given so many tasks that they cannot do 3ustice 
to all. The tasks should be distributed among the cadres to strengthen 
the collective functioning. 

We should also ensure proper wages to the wholetime cadres. In 
this penod Punjab and Tamil Nadu have sought to introduce 
minimum scale of w.iges for all wholetimers in the st.ite. Andhra 
has had a uniform pattern for Jong. 

Communist Norms 

The Organisational Report of the 14th Congress stated: 
'The Central Committee questionnaire had specifically asked 

the State Committees to assess the standards of Communist 
behaviour m leading cadres and the record of d1sc1phnary action 
taken m this regard. All the State Committees have reported 
examples of senous lapses or aberrant behaviour by certain 
comrades and also instances of d1~ciplinary action .... There have 
been some cases of corruption which have resulted m expulsions. 
Though these are still on a small scale 1t sounds a warning." 

'Another deviation spreading m the Party is parhamentarism 
and the crass opportunism connected with it. It is common 
occurrence even in the weakest states for Party committees to make 
ex-aggerated claims about fighting elections, b1ckerings over 
candidates and choice of seats.The corrosion of Communist 
consciousness is seen also in states where we have our governments. 
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Hankerings for posts in elected bodies such as mumc1p&ht1es, z1lla 
parishads or the assembly leads to group1sm. Ind1v1dual ego and 
vested mtere!>t vitiate collective functioning. These become issues 
of inner-Party struggle". 

Such tendencies have continued to manifest themselves m the 
Party. Crass parliamentarism manifested through hankenng for 
elected pos1t10ns and careensm ms1de the Party have become 
widespread both m the stronger states and in the weak states This 
is also a source of group1sm and factionalism m the Party. Kernla 
is one pnme example. 

The maJonty of the Party members have been recrmted dunng 
the last decade. Though we have made some attempts to educate 
the Party members and to raise their polit1cal-orgam~ational 
consciousness they are not sufficient to meet the situation There 
is also need to re-educate the old Party members. The education of 
the new entrants to the Party and the re-education of the old 
comrades should be a continuous process. Political education is 
not confined to political classes alone. It includes self study· 
participation in discussions, attending general body meetmgs and 
public meetings, participation in campaigns, struggles, and poht1cal 
propaganda etc. The organisational review report of the state 
conferences reveal that a considerable percentage of the Party 
members are not attendmg Party branches regularly or getting 
involved in Party activities constantly and 50 per cent of the 
bra~~hes etc. are not functioning properiy. The lower level of 
poht1cal- organisational consciousness of the Party members, the 
existence of a considerable number of mactive Party members, the 
defe~ti~e functioning of a large number of Party branches etc a~e 
restnctmg the Party's attempts at expansion. This state of affatrs 15 

also res~o~sible for making the Party members vulnerable to 
bourgeois ideological influences. These are also reasons for 
bourgeois organisational practices hke factionalism, individualism, 
careerism, corruption, parliamentary opportunism and wrong style 
of work creeping into the Party. 

Democratic Centralism 

The 14th Congress stressed the importance of inner-Party 
democracy within the framework of democratic centrahsm and 



Polit1cal-Organisational Report 365 

directed to correct trends of over centrahsat1on, to eliminate 
bureaucrat1sm and to heighten the polttical-organisat1on.il 
consciousness of Party members. Whtie correcting these m1st.ike~ 
and takmg steps for strengthenmg mner-Party democracy, a trend 
of ultra democracy, v10latmg the pnnc1ples of democratic centralism 
was seen among some Central Committee members in Kerala. They 
differed from the accepted pohtical lme of the Party in the State 
Committee. If any Central Committee member feels that the present 
pohtical !me of the Party should be changed he has every nght to 
raise that issue m the Central Committee. He has no right to rai!'.e 
such issues m the State Committee and when the State Committee 
discusses such issues the Central Committee member is duty bound 
to defend the political !me of the Party. If a higher committee 
member differs from the decision of the higher committee m the 
lower committees it is v10lative of the prmciples of democratic 
centralt~m and neg.ites the concept of the Party as an embodiment 
of common will. 

There should be no relaxation ag.itn~t feder.il tendencies 
develop111g m the Party. No m.ijor policy que..,tion which ha"i a 
bearing on the nation.ii situation ~hould be decided by any state 
unit without consultation or approv.il of the Polit Bureau or Central 
Committee. Such trends undermme the concept of a ~trong and 
unified centre and wtll lead to the ero<;ton of democratic 
centralism. 

Review of The Conferences 

The conferences held at all levels were conducted with gredter 
~tress on 111ner-Party democracy. Elections to the committees 
followed the guidelmes set out m the Organi~at1onal Report of the 
14th Congress with the panel of name.., prepared by the outgomg 
Committee bemg circulated to the deleg.ite~ at the time of elections. 
Where addit1ondl names were propo<;ed, elect10ns were conducted 
by !'.ecret ballot. However, ma few ca<;e~, the elections were marred 
by factional groupings and canvas..,mg. In Kerala, the State 
Committee concluded that 111 three d1~tnct conferences factional 
line up manifested. There are aJ..,o complamts of elimmat10n on 
factional lines at the lower-level conferences. Efforts to el1mmate 
the mmonty have been reported from a few conferences 111 units 
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under the Calcutta District Committee and some other places In 
Assam, the failure to finalise an Organisational Report by the 
secretanat and State Committee for the ~tate conference reveals an 
unhealthy state of affairs. The adherence to democratic centralism 
requires the eschewing of all factional and group lme ups while 
electing the new committees. Overall, the expenence of the 
conferences and election of leading bodies has been pos1t1ve, m 
strengthening inner-Party democracy. 

In both West Bengal and Kerala, the conferences have thrown 
up certain issues which require clarification with regard to 
procedures to be adopted for the elections of committees and other 
matters. There 1s need to sum up the expenence of these conferences 
and the procedural problems they raised and get the rules codified 
The new Central Committee should undertake this ta~k. 

Factionalism 

There are reports about factionalism from some states like Kerala 
Such trends are there in some other places too. Facuonaltsm 
denudes the Party of Its essentially revolutionary character as the 
embodiment of common will, makmg the Party incapable to 
discharge its revolutionary task and converts the Party mto any 
other bourgeois political party. 

The Party should wage a principled fight against the evils of 
fact1onaltsm. This can be done only by adhering to the practice of 
den:10crat1c centralism and strengthening collective work. All 
dec1s10ns on policies and Party positions should be made on the 
basis of democratic d1scuss1on in the Party. Once a decis10n 1s taken, 
It sh?uld be implemented irrespective of whether the comrade agrees 
or disagrees with the proposal at the time of discussion.All proposals 
and decisions should be explained in detail. All sorts of discussion 
outside the P~y umt should be discouraged and curbed. Resort~ng 
~o bureaucratism or imposition of the decision of the majority facuon 
111 the name of centralism etc. will only worsen the situation and do 
harm to the.Party. Educatmg the Party members, raising their pohttcal 
and .organisational consciousness, their revolutionary courage, 
~akmg them capable to stand on their own feet and to determtne 
issues on then merits and strengthening of the collective functiontng 
are the me,ms to fight factionalism and bureaucratism in the Party. 
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There have been reports about deliberate leakage of mner-Party 
discussions to the bourgeois Press to gamer benefits in factional 
fights. There have been several instances of deliberations of the 
higher committees being leaked to the bourge01s Press in Kerala 
and West Bengal. This reveals the magnitude of the dangerous trend 
creeping mto the Party. The enemies of the Party have been making 
use of these leakages for strengthening their vicious attacks agamst 
the Party. The Party cannot tolerate such deliberate violation of 
Party secrecy and the whole Party should be vigilant against such 
wrongs. Severe action should be taken against those who indulge 
in such gross indiscipline. 

Style of Functioning 
The Party members and umts should always keep intimate and 

hve contact with the people, take up their problems, give class 
onentauon to the issues, organise campaigns and struggles for the 
redressal of their gnevances etc. Party members should behave 
well with the people and hve as one among them. They teach the 
people and also learn from them. Communists should always try 
to strengthen collective funct1onmg and should not ~how any sort 
of bos~1sm towards the people. 

Lack of proper poht1cal and organisational education and the 
alien ideological influences are responsible for the erosion of 
Communist standards. Some comrades and units are imitating the 
style of functtonmg of bourgeois parties and are affected by 
bourgeois vice-;. 

Corruption hds become a problem particularly in a state hke 
West Bengal where we have been the rulmg party for over 17 years. 
There can be no compromise with corrupt elements as they will 
corrode the revolutionary character of the Party. Party members 
and units should show extreme vigilance agamst this menace and 
weed out such elements. 

We have to mitiate a recttficat1on campaign in the Party to 
eradicate the reformist style of functtonmg and all the accom
panying bourgeois vices.All Party units should make a self-cntical 
re\ 1ew of the present situation and should start rectifying the defects 
and shortcommgs. 
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Mass Organisations 
The period saw extensive campaigm and movement11 conducted 

by the mass organisations. The CITU which pl<lyed d key role m 
the setting up of the sponsoring committee and along with our 
other ma<,s organisation<; was instrumental in the launch mg of the 
National Platform of Mass Organisations, has led many struggles 
of the workmg class. The kisan and agricultural labourorgant<,at1ons 
also took up the campaign agamst the GATI agreement and various 
state based movements, prominent among which was the smtarned 
land struggle m some districts of Bihar. However, the overJll 
po~Jtion of the mass organisation member~htp -;how-; that there are 
weakne-;ses m consolrdating the influence gathered through the'e 
incred~ed activities. While there 1~ a com1derable mcrea'ie m the 
membership of the DYFI and AIDWA and a small mcrea-;e m the 
membership of the agricultural workers um on, the member-,htp of 
the unions afftliated to the CITU and the SFI shows no mcrea~e In 
fact there is some decline m the membership of the SFI O'erall 
the picture does not reflect the increa'led act1v1ties undertaken by 
all the mass organisations. In the case of the student front, there 
may be other special reasons including the adverse ideolog1cal 
impact on the student commumty. 

An organisational convention was held to identify the problems 
in the students front and the reasons for the lack of expan!-.1on of 
the SFI. Special attention has to be given to the students front as 
the Party has to attract the younger generation through the ~tudenb 
movement and also find new cadre~. 

There has been some improvement m Hmdi-speakmg states as 
far as the women s front 1s concerned with the AIDWA unrt'i 
developing new areas and mcreasmg membership 111 Uttar Prade~h. 
Punjab, Haryana, M.P. and other states. But the unevenness m the 
growth of all mass organi~ations 1s contmumg 

One of the baste pnnc1ples of Party organisation is thdt all Party 
members should actively work in any one of the mas., organr-.ations 
and act1v1se the mass organi~at1ons to take up the is~ue~ affecung 
vanous sections of the people. Due to the mdct1vity of a con..ider,ible 
number of Party members and units the mass oraanr~atton~ ha\e 
become inactive in many places and have failed to~ake up different 
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issues. There are also weaknesses in consoltdatmg the gams In 
many pldces we conduct big struggles and subsequently, fat! to 
follow up the contacts and to consoltdate the gains. We abo fat! to 
activtse the grass-root level units of the mass orgam-.at1ons. Mdny 
such units are inactive. The accountability of Party functionaries 
m the mass organisation from the branch level to the all-Jndid level 
1s absent. There has to be a continuous check to see if the Party 
members are active in mass organtsat10ns and through the 
activisation of the mass organisat10ns whether they have been able 
to approach new sections and° address their problems·. 

The weakness in proJectmg the mass organisation a~ independent 
democratic organisations of the concerned sections of the people 
ts still per<;istmg and restncting its expansion. In many places the 
ma<;s organisations are treated as adjuncts of the Party units and 
Party decisions are mechanically imposed on the mass organ-
1~at1ons. Jn some places the democratic discussions and deci~ions 
about the poltcies and in the selection of leadership are stifled. The 
democratic functioning of the ma-.~ orgdni~atton which cdnnot be 
on the basis of democratic centraltsm·(which is appltcable only to 
Party members) ts still an abstract pnnciple which fmds very ltttle 
place in practice. The new Central Committee should d1scms this 
a-;pect and formulate the modalities. In order to strengthen the 
democratic function mg of the mass organisations we should try to 
mvolve the maximum number of members m the evolution of 
policies, m its implementat10n, m campaigns, in struggles and in 
the selection of leadership. 

Except for the CJTU, there is no effective all-India centres of 
the ma-.s organisations due to the ~hortage of full time leading 
funct1onane~ and adequate cadre<; at the centre. Step<; have to be 
taken to rectify thi<;. 

Parliamentary Work 

There is some improvement tn the performance of our 
Parltamentary group. We have been active in exposing the 
corruption scandals and the anti-people poltcies. We mittated the 
~o co~fide~ce motion in 1993 and effectively took up the election 
issue m Tnpura. However, more effective resistance could have 



370 Documents of The Communist Movement m India 

been put up against legislation pertammg to the economic policies 
1f there had been greater alertness and coordmatton. 

Some of our MPs are absent durmg the se~s1on t1 me without any 
valid reasons. Many do not prepare thoroughly. Many are also 
comparatively mactive during question hour. Our exposure of the 
policies of the government or projection of our altemauve has not 
been satisfactory on many occasions. To remedy the shortcommgs, 
our MPs should spend more time in Delht and devote more time to 
doing their homework. Our Parliamentary Party office 1s not 
equipped to discharge the work efficiently. We attempted to enlist 
specialtsts in various fields who are sympathisers of our Party m 
our parhamentary team s work. More efforts should be made m 
this d1rect1on. We have also to strengthen our Parliamentary Party 
office. The Parhamentary Party committee should be reconstituted 
and its work should be redefined. Four or five MPs should be 
allotted to coordinate the parliamentary work. Two or three Centra 
Committee members should be given specific respons1b1llty 
for this. 

Teams of MPs were sent out more frequently to v1s1t places where 
major incidents or riots took place. In 1993, MPs teams v1s1ted 
riot-hit -areas. Teams also went to J & K and other places. Yet we 
cannot claim that we have been able to effectively combme our 
parliamentary work with the struggles outside. 

International 

Apart from the international seminar we hosted and Cuba 
solidarity campaign, our contacts and interactions with many parties 
have grown. 

Dunng this period we received a delegation from the CPC 10 

February 1994 and from the Workers' Party of Korea m February 
1993. Three CPI(M) delegations visited Chma. The first mcluded 
Prakash Karat and Ramachandran Pillai in May 1992. The second, 
a cadre delegal!on led by Saroj Choudhury. The last, a Polit Bureau 
level ~elegation headed by SurJeet, m July 1994. 

SurJeet visited the DPRK in March/ April 1993, Vietnam m 
Oct~ber/November 1994. He visited Cuba m December 1992 to 

receive the sohcfanty ship sent from India, m June/July 1993 to 
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attend the Sao Paulo' forum and in November 1994 to attend the 
world solidarity conference. 

A two-member delegation comprising Jyoti Basu and Sitaram 
Yechury went to Cuba in 1993. Jyoti Basu andAnil Biswas visited 
the DPRK m 1994. 

During this period many Party conferences were held. Surjeet 
attended the Portugal Party'!'. Congress m December 1992 and CPN 
(UML) in February 1993. He went to Nepal subsequently to attend 
the funeral of Com. Madan Bhandari, in May 1993. Benoy 
Choudhury went for the mass condolence meeting later on. 

S1tdram attended the Party Congress of the French Communist 
and Italian Refoundation Parties in January 1994. He attended the 
Japanese Party Congress in July 1994 and Russian Party's Congress 
in January 1995. He also participated in the seminar in Mexico 
City of Latin American Communist and Worker~Parties. 

In December 1993, Sailen Dasgupta and Anil Biswas attended 
the seminar organised by the Workers Party of Bangladesh on the 
occasion of Mao Centenary. 

During this period our comrades from U.K. were deputed to 
attend the annual festival of newspapers of the parties held m 
Europe. We attended the festivals in Portugal, Sp&in and France. 

In view of such growing interactions there is a need to strengthen 
the international department. The new Central Committee should 
address itself to this task. 

Updating Party Programme 

The Central Committee set up a six-member commission for 
the work of prepanng a draft of the updated programme as per the 
resolution adopted m the 14th Congress. The Commis!'.ion consisted 
of M. Basavapunnaiah (Convenor), E.M.S. Namboodmpad, 
Jyoti Basu, P. Ramachandran, R. Umanath and Anil Biswas. 
Unfortunately, Comrade Basavapunnaiah died soon after before 
the Commission could begin its work. The Central Committee 
elected Harkishan Smgh Surjeet in his place to Chair the 
Comm1ss10n. 

The Commission prepared an outline for the updating which 
was discussed m August 1993 by the Central Committee. After 
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this the Commission prepared a full draft of the programme which 
was taken up for discussion m the Central Committee m two rounds 
in April and July 1994. The Central Committee at this meeting 
decided that the d1scuss1ons and work on the updated programme 
could not be continued in time for placmg the draft for adoption at 
the I 5th Congress in April 1995. As the programme 1s the basic 
document of the Party, detailed inner-Party discussions would be 
necessary. This could not be done in the penod preceding the 
Congress because of the mass civil disobedience movement 
in August-September and followed by the two rounds of 
assembly elections stretching up to February-March 1995 
Therefore, the Central Committee adopted a resolution which stated 
as follows: 

'Important national political developments have taken place 
which reqmre the immediate intervention of the Party. Therefore, 
the Central Committee has decided to postpone the d1scuss1ons on 
the updating of the Party Programme. This has been necessitated 
due to the urgent task of intensifying the mass movement against 
the new economic policies of the Narasimha Rao Government and 
the forthcoming assembly elections in major states where the 
Party will be engaged in the task of fighting the Congress(!) and 
the BJP. 

"Changes in the international and national situation need to be 
evaluated and the programme updated. However, smce the ba~ic 
postulates of the programme concern mg the stage of the revolution. 
the character of the state, strategy and class alliance remains vahd 
there is no difficulty in working out the tactical line of the 
Party. 

"The 15th Congress will evolve a suitable mechanism to proceed 
with the updating of the programme." 

The Central Committee recommends to the Congres~ 
that it entrust the new Central Committee with the ta~k of 
worki.ng out a time-table and mechanism to proceed with the 
updating work. 

Immediate Tasks 

The review of the m1plementat1on of the tasks set out at the 
I4th Party Congress and the present organisational situation shows 
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that the Party organisation is not a satisfactory state. To expand the 
Party and make it a powerful all-India force with mtlhons of 
working people rallymg to the Left and democratic platform, tt ts 
neces.sary to bmld a mass revolutionary Party. This enjoins us to 
unleash more mass struggles, to conduct more ideological struggles 
and to give pnmacy to build and streamhrie Party organisation. 

The immediate tasks can be summarised as: 
(1) Strengthen the Party Centre and centres at state and 

district levels, and intermediate levels. 
(11) Strengthen collective functioning to ensure individual 

respons1b1lity and periodic check ups. 
(iii) Activtse Party members by ra1S1ng their polttical 

orgamsat1onal consciousness. Activise Party branches. 
(1v) Educate the whole Party membership, train branch 

secretaries and local cadres by organising schools at 
central, state and other levels. 

(v) Recruit and train cadres at different levels for full-time 
work. Make conscious efforts to recruit and promote 
cadres from the basic class in the Party committees. 

(v1) Strengthen inner-Party democracy w1thm the framework 
of democratic centralism. 

(vii) Fight against wrong tendencies such as factionalism, 
federalism, careensm, bureaucratism and parliamen
tananism. 

(v111) Adherence to Communist standards and norms. Launch 
a rect1f1cat10n campaign against all sorts of wrong 
organisational practices and bourgeois vices infiltrating 
mto the Party. 

(1x) Strengthen ideological struggle against all forms of 
bourgeois and feudal ideologies. Strengthen Party journals 
and dailies, establish a publishing centre at the centre 
and strengthen the selhng section. 

(x) Activise all mass organisations to launch more mass 
struggles by taking steps to activise the lower level units 
of all mass organisations, their centres at all-India, state 
and other levels, strengthening the independent and 
democratic functioning of these organisations. 
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THE TRADE UNION FRONT 

The Struggles 
The period under review was a period of intense struggle by the 

working class not only for protecting their day to day interests but 
also for intensifying the fight against the new economic pohc1es 
of the government. Three nationwide general strikes were 
organised by the trade unions on 16th June 1992, 9th September 
1993 and 29th September 1994. The sweep of these general 
strikes went on increasing every year clearly indicating the 
growing militancy among the working class. More than 15 
million workers participated in the 1992 general strike while the 
number rose.Jo above 20 million in the 1993, and in 1994 more 
than 25 million. The CITU and allied trade unions played a major 
role in these strike actions and in mobilising the other trade 
unions. The 1992 strike was organised by the Sponsonng 
Committee of Indian Trade Unions. 

A massive rally of half a million workers was organised before 
Parliament on 25th November 1992. Having felt the need for 
mobilising broader sections of the people a broader platform was 
created with other mass organisations of peasants, agricultural 
workers, women, students, youth, cultural groups etc. to put up a 
common resistance against economic policies and against 
communal forces. The pre-planned communal riots by the R~S
VHP-BJP combine involved several industrial centres which 
adversely affected the united movement of the working class. 
However, deteriorating economic conditions due to government 
policies prevailed upon the working class to come forward for 
united nationwide actions. 
~At the initiative of the Sponsoring Committee, a Nation~I 

Convention of Mass Organisations was held on 15th April 1993 in 

Ne~ Delhi which was attended by over 7000 delegates of Trade 
Unions, the organisations of peasants, agricultural workersi 
women, students, youth etc. It was the first ever convention of al 
mass organisations in the country on common issues facing them. 
The convention decided to constitute a National Platform of Mass 
Organisations against economic policies of the Government of 
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India and against communalism. The convention called upon all 
mass organisations to launch a programme of massive courting 
arrest on 19th August 1993 and a Bharat bandh on 9th September 

1993. 
The Platform also gave a call for observation of a National 

Protest week against Dunkel proposals from 3rd to 9th December 
t 993 which was observed well all over India. In Delhi alone 5000 
persons along with 32 members of Parliament courted arrest on 
9th December 1993. To carry forward the struggle the National 
Platform gave a call for holding rallies,jathas all over the country 
culminating in rallies in all the state capitals and march to 
Parliament on 5th April 1994. Despite firing of over 700 rounds of 
teargas shells, lathi charge, use of water cannons and mounted 
police, the demonstration was successful. More than 2 lakh 
persons belonging to all mass organisations participated in the 
demonstration. This was made successful by the simultaneous 
movement launched by the Left parties and the active support 
rendered by the Party. 

Second all-India Convention of National Platform of Mass 
Organisations was held in New Delhi in June 1994 which was 
attended by 7000 delegates from all mass organisations which 
gave the call for a General Strike and Hartal on 29th September 
1994. The nationwide rail roko programme on 22nd August and 
torch light processions on 27th August rallied round large 
sections of workers and members of other mass organisations. 

The participation of the State and Central Government 
employees and the employees of Banks and Insurance and the 
cooperation offered by the Public Sector Officers> Associations 
were important. But the failure to involve the railway workers, 
port and dock workers etc. in these mass action programmes was 
a serious weakness. Though the leadership of both these crucial 
sectors were participating in the national platform and the 
sponsoring committee, they failed to mobilise these sections in 
the strike. 

Another notable struggle in this period was the all-India strike 
of_pu~lic _sector w~r~ers on 14th July 1994 against the policy of 
pnvatisatwn and disinvestment, de.lay in wage negotiations and 
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settlement of the DA question. About 18 lakh out of 23 lakt 
workers participated in this action. Many struggles were fought 
by uniting all the workers of the industry irrespective of their 
trade union affiliations and in many cases with the full support cf 
the officers organisations, against closures and privatisation, and 
against curtailment of existing privileges, as in the case of IISCO, 
FACT and the banking and insurance sector etc. In many cases the 
government's proposals have been defeated at least temporanly 
together with their proposal for wag_e freeze. 

After a general assessment of the experience, the fo!low1pg 
conclusions emerged: 

I. The AH-India General Strikes organised by the trade umons 
mainly against the economic policies of the government, 
gathering momentum year after year was a unique development 
in the recent history of the trade union movement of our country 

2. It was necessary to take massive explanatory campaign 
among the workers to give them a comprehensive idea abouf the 
pernicious impact of these policies in order to prepare them for 
further stronger actions. What was done in this regard was 
insufficient. 

3. In the participation of workers and other sections of the 
people in strike and other action programmes, it was fou?d that 
the participation of workers from the key industries like railways. 
road transport, port and dock etc. was not sufficient. 

4. The big industrialised states like Maharashtra, Gujarat and 
many major industrial cities of the North did not have sufficient 
impact of the strike. Even on the areas where the strikes were 

. d"d t comparatively better, there were sections of workers who 1 no 
participate in the strike. 

~· Though the movement was organised jointly by the trade 
unions and the mass organisations it was found that in many cases 
the~ could not mobilise their following in fulJ strength in these 
actions. 

6. The ~hanges that are taking place in the modem industri~s 
ne~d. special att~ntion. The composition of the workfor~e .and :: 
stnkmg power is undergoing changes. Therefore, enhstmg t 

~upport of high. salaried technicians and specialists assumes 
importance. 
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7. The importance of strengthening the worker- peasants 
alliance is not sufficiently stressed by the trade umon. The 
developing new Joint movement should also be consciously used 
for overcoming this weakness. . 

8. Democratic functioning of trade unions is still very weak m 
many areas. It is found that the trade union leaders who do not 
keep constant contact with the workers are many. At least in some 
cases organised goondaism of various types are used to install 
certain leaders in the union and to suppress honest criticism 
against the corrupt. 

Fight for Alternative Policies 
On the economic front the Declaration adopted in the National 

Platform of Mass Organisations gives a 20-point programme 
which spells out an alternative approach to the so-called 
economic reforms. This programme became popular among the 
workers and other mass orgamsations. This also could give reply 
to the official propaganda that the present policy framework has 
no alternative. 

Regarding sickness of several public sector undertakings we 
could submit alternate proposals for revival and mobilised 
workers in support of these proposals. In the Special Tripartite 
Committee as well as Industrial Tripartite Committees, we could 
jointly give proposals to the government and fight against 
government's proposals to close down the public sector 
undertakings. 

In making these alternative proposals we received considerable 
help from the officers organisations and the technical experts in 
the field and in many cases managements too officially agreed to 
prepare joint alternate proposals to save the public sector unit 
from closure. 

This approach enabled us to reach broader strata of workers 
and officers and enabled us to campaign effectively against 
economic policies of the Government of India. Moreover, it also 
enhanced the consciousness of the workers about the problems of 
the industry and various aspects of policies adopted by the 
capitalist class. 
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Many new sections have joined the mainstream like employees 
of airlines, various departments of Central Government, defence 
employees, officers of various sections including in some cases 
gazetted officers. 

In this united movement working women participated m larger 
numbers than ever before and so did the workers of unorganised 
strata. 

Due to the fast deteriorating economic conditions of the 
working class, urge for unity growing. Hence, during the last 
3 years, on several occasions, united actions were launched with 
the INTUC and BMS. In some cases, despite official opposition 
by the INTUC and BMS, their ranks enthusiastically joined the 
strike calls given by us. 

A welcome factor which needs special mention is that agamst 
the retrograde policies in the public sector power, telecom, 
railway, oil, financial sectors etc., a sizable number of experts 
scientists, economists, engineers etc. were mobilised to oppose 
these by presenting alternate policy papers challenging the 
government positions in many workshops and seminars besides 
well-prepared articles and booklets. 

The decision to expand the national campaign committee to the 
sponsoring committee and the formation of the national platform 
of trade union and mass organisations to fight against the new 
economic policies were important steps which facilitated the joint 
action of trade unions with agricultural workers and the peasants 
organisations and other mass organisations. It gave a correct 
orientation for the movement to develop the resistance 
throughout the country. 

CITU Report on Organisation 
The Report on Organisation dealt at length with the 

organisational perspective of the CITU and noted serious 
weak~es~es in that context. It analyses the shortcomings ~n the 
functtonmg of the CITU Centre State and District Committees. 
indus~ry~ise federation and hi~hlights the need for democr~tic 
functionmg of trade unions. It points out defects in our pohcy 
towards development of cadres, TU education and research, work 
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among working women and unorganised strata of _the_ working 
class. It reviews the shortcomings in our pubhcat1ons and 
journals. It further lays down certain tasks on the quest~on of 
umfication of TU movement and the concept of formation of 
Confederation of Indian TU Movement. 

The document was circulated to all the trade unions and was 
translated in different languages for understanding of the 
workers. The State Committees and industrywise federations 
have been told to prepare a detailed report about their own 
shortcomings and take steps to overcome the shortcomings in 
their functioning. 

A Special Commission went into the question of Organisation 
during the Eighth Conference of the CITU held in Patna in March 
1994. The deliberations of the Commissions clearly indicated that 
the progress regarding implementation of the Report on 
Organisation has been extremely slow. 

The main direction of the Report for overcoming the weakness 
of the trade union in the weaker areas, and some other points are 
reproduced below: 

We have never taken up the question of social oppression on 
the lower and the poorer strata and launched struggles against 
the exploitation and depredations by the upper caste people. 
The Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes and minorities 
are not enthusiastically participating in our trade union 
activities. 

Special steps to be taken for the development of cadre 
particularly among the backward sections of the society and the 
minorities so that through them we can approach the most 
downtrodden sections among the working class in the Hindi
speakmg regions. 

Preparations of a plan for one or two years by fixing certain 
targets of membership, development of cadre, determining 
priorities of industries and centres, programme of movement by 
the state committees in cooperation with the CITU centre. 

Peri~ic discussions in the General Council and Working 
Committee on the progress made by us in developing our mass 
work and organisation in the Hindi-speaking region. 
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TU Centre 
A review of the job division made by the CITU Centre revealed 

that decisions are not timely implemented. Without ensunng 
regular check-up of the work done by each office bearer 
functioning from the Centre, it would not be possible to ensure 
full implementation. There is urgent need to introduce more team 
spirit in discharging the responsibilities. At times due to lack of 
proper co-ordination and information sharing, the matters are not 
properly attended to. Sum-total of individual work cannot 
effectively ensure collective functioning. There is urgent need to 
show more alertness by the Secretariat members functioning from 
the Centre in this regard. Unless the weaknesses existing m the 
central functioning are overcome, the capacity of the Secretariat 
to ensure compliance at the lower levels would be greatly 
affected. It is also noted that several jobs cannot be attended by 
the Centre due to non-availability of capable comrades to 
function from the Centre. Unless State Committees help the 
CITU Centre by sparing some leading comrades, it would be 
extremely difficult to expand the activities and implement the 
tasks before us more efficiently. · 

On Education 

The CITU Centre has been sending teachers to take classes 
whenever there was a demand from the state committee or 
industry-wise federation. We have also extended assistance to 
fraternal organisations in conducting classes. However, in the 
absence of well-prepared syllabus the outcome of these classes 
has been below the mark. At the same time, it must be noted that 
one single syllabus will not serve the purpose. We have to 
differentiate between the task of educating ordinary workers, 
active workers, leaders and teachers. Even programme of 
industry-wise education will have different aspects of training. 
Moreover, there is urgent need of training specific comra~es 
on speciali~t training programmes in view of emerging 
technology m the country. Without creation of a team at the 
Centre wi~h specifi.c responsibility the task. cannot be fulfil~ed. We 
have to give special priority to this work keeping in mmd the 
urgency of the situation. 
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It is a sad commentary on our work that we have not been able 
to consider the aspect of research work and development of 
information system in our activities. Without periodically 
preparing reserach papers on different aspects of TU ac~ivity and 
supply of necessary agitational and propaganda matenal to our 
activities, we will not be able to make qualitative improvement in 
our activities. Though we have to undertake these jobs in a phased 
manner, too much delay will cost us very much. We have to 
consider our concrete tasks in this area so that we can take steps to 
improve our work substantially. In a new situation when the 
bourgeoisie is adoptmg new methods of creating illusions among 
the workers to counteract their ideological offensive, we need 
such a centre. Resources and cadre problem are real bottlenecks 
in this regard, but if comrades cooperate, we may be able to take 
steps in this regard also. 

On Women 

It must be admitted that the TU movement in general has 
neglected the task of fighting against social oppression of women. 
ln several cases, we find that even in Charter of Demands, the 
special problems faced by working women are rarely mentioned. 
We have not seriously taken up the cases of sexual harassment of 
women workers during our agitations. At times our leaders and 
activists become victims of male chauvinism while a tendency is 
developing to look at problems of women somewhat con
temptuously. Trade Union movement must closely link itself with 
the women's liberation movement if larger involvement of 
women in the TU movement is to be achieved. We should also 
educate our workers to involve their womenfolk in the democratic 
women's movement. 

Cadre Development 

Regarding cadre development, efforts must be made at all 
levels to put comrades in proper position and give higher 
responsibility to comrades havmg merit. Regarding education, a 
Sub-Committee already formed for the purpose should be 
entrusted with the task of preparing syllabus along with lecture 
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notes within 3 months so that a countrywide educative 
programme can be chalked out on the basis of the syllabus by the 
end of October 1995. Advanced syllabus for specialised trammg 
can be suitably developed later. Our senior leadership must also 
develop their own knowledge and equip themselves with all 
information so that they can contribute effectively in evolving 
suitable policies for the organisation. Their capacity to lead m the 
present complex situation largely depends on how far they 
become competent to tackle the problems facing our movement 
Unless every senior leader becomes a teacher in the trade unions 
as schools of Socialism, we cannot effectively lead our own 
masses, let alone the question of leading the general masses 
influenced by various ideologies. 

This Report on Organisation is a serious document which deals 
in detail steps to be taken for improving the work in the trade 
unions. Though this has been accepted after elaborate discussion, 
its implementation from top to bottom is not yet taken up with the 
required seriousness. 

The CITU Centre called a meeting of representatives of the 
Hindi-speaking region and took certain steps to strengthen the 
CITU activities in the region. This meeting proved to be useful 
and full implementation of the decisions of the meeting will be 
helpful to strengthen the CITU activities in this region. 

Membership 

The membership of the trade unions under our leadership 
has not shown suitable growth commensurate with the growing 
influence of these unions among the workers. The membership of 
the CITU during the last 3 years is as follows: 

1991-20,29,639 1992-23,57,766 1993-8,89,003* 
(figures incomplete) 

These are the membership figures as per annual returns 
submitted to the Registrar of Trade Unions and does not include 
the membership of unions which have not submitted the annual 
returns. ~oreover, the membership is only of those unions which 
have remitted affiliation fees to the CITU Centre. 
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The Eighth Conference of the CITU has decided to increase the 
membership of the CITU to 30 lakhs by the end of May 1995 and 
quotas have been given to different states accordingly. 

Apart from the CITU our comrades are leading many trade 
unions which are having large membership like insurance, 
banking, railways, Central and State Govt. employees etc., the 
total strength of which is not properly assessed and will run into 
several millions. 

Party Building 
The building of the Party among the workers continues to 

suffer from sad neglect. The growing influence of the Party 
among the workers is not reflected in Party membership. Though 
the figures are not available, by and large the membership among 
the workers did not increase much during the last 3 years. 

During the series of movements undertaken under our 
leadership, many new sections have come with us but we have not 
been able to effectively identify the most advanced sections 
among them and bring them closer to the Party and its 
orgamsation. The reqmred effort in this regard has not been 
shown by the Party Committees at different levels, and the Party 
leaders who are workmg in the trade unions also did not take this 
job seriously. The Party leaders who are working in the trade 
unions are in constant contact with the workers. They must see 
that the militant workers are brought into the Party fold. 

The neglect to bring in more and more workers into the Party 
after giving them the required training has its own reflection on 
the class composition of the Party. Special efforts to enhance the 
consciousness of the workers, and enlist them to the Party and 
develop them as Party leaders is a priority job. The state 
committees must take it seriously. 

TU Sub-Committee and Fractions 

The TU Sub-Committee of the Central Committee had 12 
meetings and considered the policy issues to be taken up by the 
trade unions and reviewed many industry-wise fraction 
committee reports and gave necessary directions. The issues of 
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all-India strike actions and the of issues of broadening the umted 
movement and the review of the strikes etc. has been taken up as 
and when issues arose. Most of the TU sub-committee meetings 
were held on the basis of prepared agenda notes. A few meetings 
were also held on an urgent basis. Two meetings were completely 
devoted to the discussion on updating of the document Task on 
the Trade Union Front' which has been finalised by the TU sub
committee and submitted before the Polit Bureau. Poht Bureau 
decided to discuss it in the Central Committee, which has been 
circulated for state committees after incorporating the sugges
tions made by the Central Committee. This could not be finahsed 
because of the pressure of work of the Central Committee. 

The TU sub-committee has been constituted mostly with the 
Central Committee members who are working in the trade unions 
based in Delhi. But after sometime comrades working m Delhi 
had to go back to the states which in a way partially affected the 
work of the TU sub-committee. However, it is felt that the TU 
sub-committee meetings should be more regular and a few more 
cadres should be inducted in the committee so that the efficiency 
of the TU sub-committee can be improved. There was cntlctsm 
about the work of the TU sub-committee which needs correctton 

A proper discussion about the functioning of the TU sub· 
committee is also needed. The all-India fract10n reports should be 
regularly monitored by the TU sub-committee and brought before 
the Polit Bureau after proper evaluation so that the Polit Bureau 
~an is.su~ necessary directives to the Party committees. This itself 
ts a. big Job which can be done effectively with proper secretanal 
assistance. 

The Central Trade Union fraction met only 3 times since the 
last Party Congress and discussed the issues referred to it by the 
TU sub-~omm1ttee. The participation of the members in some of 
the n:ieetmgs was not up to the mark. The decision to hold the 
meetmg once in six months could not be foilowed strictly 
Tho?gh written reports are submitted in the meeting, the practice 
of giving copies of the report during the meetings itself leads to 
c~mrad~s ~ot reading the reports which affect the level of 
d~s~ussion m the meeting. We should introduce a system of 
givm? the ~eports in advance to the members so that the t~vel 
of discussion can be improved. The composition and its 



Political-Organisational Report 385 

functioning also needs fresh discussion in the light of the 
expenence. 

The need for establishing correct relation between Party and 
mass organisations is extremely important. There was discussion 
in the TU sub-committee on this question when it was discussing 
the question of updating of this document on the Task on the TU 
Front. It is found that there is a tendency on the part of the trade 
union leaders to ignore the Party directives and on the part of 
some Party units to impose decisions from above without taking 
into account the democratic character of the mass organisation. 
Both the trends are not conducive to growth of the trade union 
movement and the Party. 

The changes that have come up in the trade union front, 
consequent to the introduction of new technologies also took lot 
of time for the TU sub-committee for evolving a policy line. The 
changes that are taking place had its consequences in the 
composition of the workforce. All these issues have had to be 
taken up by the TU sub-committee. However, as stated above the 
strengthening of the TU sub-committee and ensuring its effective 
functioning is very important. 

Conclusion 

The struggles against the government's new economic policy 
should be further intensified. The struggle against increasing 
sickness, closures and unemployment should be launched 
mobilising all sections of the workers. Steps should be taken to 
bring the unorganised sector workers who are subjected to 
intens~ve exploitation, by giving it utmost priority. Developing 
the united movement of the trade unions has to be carried forward 
through organisational unity at industry, factory levels to the 
national level. The proposal for the formation of a confederation 
of trade unions should be vigorously pursued. 

KISANFRONT 

l?e failure to organise and develop Kisan Sabha and 
Agncult_ural Workers Union constitute the greatest weakness of 
the entire democratic movement in the country. Without 
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organising and developing these two organisations, that compnse 
seventy per cent of the population, the Party will fail to become a 
decisive force in the political life of the country. 

The 14th Congress stressed the importance of expanding the 
peasant movement in the country for building and strengthemng 
the Party as a mass revolutionary party. The directions of the 
Congress can be summarised as follows: 

(a) Study·the development of capitalism in agriculture. 
(b) Reformulate the slogans and demands on the basis of 

concrete conditions. 
(c) Proper emphasis on building peasant unity to isolate 

.landlords by building the movement basing on the needs of the 
vast section of the peasantry and the centre of them are 
agricultural workers and poor peasants. 

(d) Launch land struggles. 
(e) Expand the Kisan movement. 
(f) Activise the lower units in the villages enablmg them to 

take up the various issues affecting the peasantry. 
(g) Project the identity of the Kisan Sabha. 
The three years after the Party Congress witnessed mcrea~ed 

activities of the Kisan Sabha, in launching campaigns and 
struggles against the new economic policies of the Government 
against GATT agreement and against communahsm, takmg up 
various issues affecting the peasantry and the country etc. The 
Kisan Sabha conducted important studies regarding the changes 
happening in the agrarian scenario for further concreusing the 
tasks. As.per the decision of the last Party Congress the Central 
Committee undertook the review of -the activities of the Kisan 
Front and formulated the major tasks. 

Review of The Major Activities 
(a) Struggle against the new economic policies of the 

Government: The 27th conference of the All India Kisan Sabha 
held at Hissar at the end of September t 992 decided to conunue 
th · · J s e campaign and movement against the new economic po icie 
of the Rao Government. 
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A large contingent of peasants and agricultural worke~s 
participated in the Delhi rally held o~ 25th No:~mber, 1992. This 
rally had created a very good impact m galvamsmg the movement 

agamst the new economic policies. . . 
The Left-led Kisans and Agricultural Workers Orgamsat10ns 

met on 25th December, 1992 and decided: 
(i) To participate actively in joint campaign for national 

unity. 
(ii) To accelerate the joint movement against new economic 

policies of the Government. 
(iii) To organise campaigns and struggles on the burning 

issues affecting the peasantry and agricultural workers. 
The Kisan Sabha and Agricultural Workers Union actively 

participated in all campaigns and struggles against the new 
economic policies of the government organised by the platform of 
mass organisations. 

The April 1993 meeting of the CKC decided to organise a 
protest week from May 24 to 31 for the rejection of Dunkel Draft, 
reversal of anti-people economic policies, radical change in the 
approach of new agricultural policy resolution, rejection of the 
Naras1mham Committee Report on rural credit etc. The State 
committees observed this protest week in various forms. 

The Kisan Sabha and Agricultural Workers Union actively 
participated in the 19th August 1993 jail bharo movement. The 
peasantry and the agricultural labourers all over India actively 
participated to make 9th September Bharat Bandh a great success. 

On 20th October, 1993, when GATT's director general Peter 
Sutherland visited Delhi, a protest rally was organised at a short 
notice by the Platform of Mass Organisations and peasants and 
agricultural workers from Haryana and U .P. took part to make the 
protest rally a success. Agricultural workers and peasants in large 
numbers participated on April 5th March to Parliament 
programme. 

~arge num?~r o~ agricultural workers and peasants participated 
dunng the c1vtl d1sobed1ence movement during August 16 to 
September 9, 1994 and in the rail roko programme on 20th 
September. 
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(b) Land Struggle: Land movement has again picked up m 
Bihar, some places in Andhra Pradesh, Orissa, Kamataka, TaIIlll 
Nadu etc. under the leadership of All India Kisan Sabha and All 
India Agricultural Workers' Union. In Bihar, the AIKS and 
AIAWU activists have occupied 36,000 acres of land and 
distributed among agricultural workers and poor peasants. Thirty· 
six comrades were murdered by police and landlord goondas m 
Bihar. A massive rally was held in Patna to project the land issue 
at state level. In Andhra Pradesh, AIKS and AIAWU have been 
building the movement to occupy Government land in some 
districts. The struggle has to be expanded to other areas where 
land issue is acute. 

(c) Support price demand against price crash of many cash 
crops: The AIKS has organised movements during this period on 
the issue of price crash of many crops like cashew, coconu~ 
rubber, ginger, pepper, tobacco, raw silk etc. in different states 

(d) For irrigation facilities and power facilities: Floods and 
droughts affected many parts of the country. The All India Ktsan 
Sabha and Agricultural Workers Union raised the question of 
relief and compensation for the people who suffered due to floods 
and droughts and also the question of expansion of imgauon 
facilities and power facilities. Conventions, dharnas, rasta rokos 
etc. were organised by many state committees. 

(e) Movements against increase in taxes, tariffs and freight 
charges: During this period the Central Government and vanous 
State Governments have increased land tax, water tanffs. 
electricity charges, diesel charges etc. Many state units took up 
these issues and organised protest actions against these measures 
in different forms. · 

(f) Problems of tribals: Some of the state units have taken up 
the ~roblems of the tribals during this period. Convention, pubhc 
ralhe~, dh~as, pickettings were organised. Much more has to be 
done m taking up the issues affecting the tribals. 

(g) Campaign against communalism: During this period Kisan 
Sabha has independently and unitedly with other mass 

· · · of orgamsattons orgamsed campaigns against the menace 
communalism that endanger the unity of the peasantry. Kisan 
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Sabha has organised public rallies, seminars, padayatras and 
other activities as part of the programme against comunalism. 

Hissar Conference of the AIKS and its Assessment of 
the Agrarian Scene 
The All India Kisan Sabha reviewed the past experience, 

examined the development of capitalism in agriculture, and 
reformulated the future tasks. The 27th All India Conference of 
the Kisan Sabha held at Hissar from 27 to 30 September 1992 had 
made some serious attempts. It assessed the changes emerging in 
the agrarian scenario and came to the following conclusions: 

(i) The country can be divided into three broad categories on 
the basis of land reforms measures as well as the nature and level 
of development of capitalism in agriculture. One category is 
states of West Bengal, Kerala and Tripura where due to the 
revolutionary strength of the peasant movements and the 
formation of Left-led Governments, land reforms have been by 
and large carried out within the constraints of the present 
Constitution. The second category comprises of the areas 
popularly known as green revolution belt-Punjab, Haryana, 
Western U.P., delta areas of Andhra Pradesh, parts of Tamil Nadu, _ 
Karnataka, Maharashtra, Gujarat etc. where capitalist 
development is taking place by making use of irrigation facilities, 
chemical fertilisers, high yielding variety seeds, modem 
agricultural implements etc. The third category comprises of 
those areas where the semi feudal relations still dominate. Bihar., 
Eastern, Central parts of U.P., Onssa, Madhya Pradesh, parts of 
Rjasthan, Gujarat. Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Kamataka, 
Tamil Nadu come under this category. The issues of the pea~antry 
are different in different areas. The AIKS should consider this 
aspect while formulatmg tasks. 

(ii) The poor peasants are finding it difficult to cultivate theu 
land due to lack of adequate resources and the expl01tation of the 
bourgeois-landlord dominated market. They are being lured by 
the comfortable rent they receive by leasmg. This trend of 
"reverse tenancy" is an important feature of the agrarian economy 
mamly seen in the green revolution belt and imgated areas. This 
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would ultimately lead to the deprivation of land to the poor 
peasants. 

(iii) When issues like remunerative. prices for agncultural 
produces, waver of loan of the peasantry, reduction of subs1d1es to 
the fertilisers came up for discussion, a trend of identifying with 
the slogans raised by the landlord-led peasant organisations was 
seen among some comrades and some units. Simply repeating the 
slogans of landlord-led peasant organisations and trying to 
compete them in raising such slogans do not help m building the 
peasant unity. The peasant unity we build is based on the interests 
of the poor sections among the peasantry who constitute the 
overwhelming majority. While supporting the demands for 
remunerative prices per agricultural produces, waver of loans of 
the peasantry, reduction of subsidies, etc., we should take up the 
land question with all earnestness, the issues of wages of 
agricultural workers, their house sites, rent reduction, payment of 
75% of the produce to the share croppers, against evict10ns 
landlord goonda attacks, social oppression of harijans and tnbals, 
strengthening of public distribution system, drinkmg water 
facilities, irrigation, power, new technology for small and 
medium holdings, marketing and processing facilities for the 
produces of the small and medium peasants, credit fac1ht1es, 
employment guarantee scheme, etc for building peasant unity for 
isolating the landlords. The issues like public health facihttes, 
public education facilities, ending of corruption, democratic 
functioning of cooperatives and panchayat institutions are also 
important. 

(iv) The landlord-led peasant organisations continue to susta!ll 
their following among the peasantry. In order to expose th~m we 
sh?uld project our alternative as the only viable altem~uve to 
hnn? about increase in productivity and production, while al~ 
solvmg problems of poverty and unemployment, with greate 
benefits going to the poor sections among the peasantry. 

CC Document-"Review of The Work on Kisan Front 
and Future Tasks" 

After reviewing the activities of the All India Kisan Sabha and 
Agricultural Workers' Union the Central Committee adopted a 
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document "Review of the Work on Kisan Front and Future Tasks 
at the meetmg 16-18 Apnl, 1993. 

The Central Committee document explams that due to the 
implementation of land reform measures in Kerala, West Bengal 
and Tripura and due to the capitalist development taking place in 
Punjab, Haryana, Western U.P. and certain irrigated areas in 
Rajasthan, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, 
Maharashtra, Gujarat etc. the peasant unity cannot be built by 
taking up the land questions alone. Along with land issue we 
should take up various issues affecting the peasantry. In states 
where the semi-feudal relations still exist i.e., Bihar, East 
and Central U.P., Orissa, M.P. parts of Rajasthan, Gujarat, 
Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu etc the 
land question remains an important issue. 

In order to further develop peasant unity and expand the 
pea~ant movement on all India basis we should take up alongwith 
the land question all other issues affecting the peasantry such as 
irrigation and power facilities, credit facilities, storage facilities, 
marketing facilities, promotion of co-operative cultivation, 
strengthening of public distribution system, agro-based 
industries, dairy farming, fish farming, introduction of new 
technology, remunerative price for the agricultural produces, 
wages and better service condition for agricultural workers, 
public health facilities, public education facilities, etc. The is<;ues 
to be taken up in a particular state or area depend on the concrete 
situation existing in the state or area. It also states that the 
intensity of the semi-feudal domination, the development of 
capitalism varies from place to place due to historical, physical 
and other factors, even among the areas under the three categones 
noted. It also says that the whole s1tuat1on is changmg. It dJrectft 
us to concretise the demands of the peasantry for buildmg broad 
peasant unity around agncultural labourers and poor peasants 
considering the different situation existing and also the changes 
happenmg. 

It also enjoins us to launch mass struggles agamst new 
economic pohc1es of the Government, overcome the wedkness m 
organising tnbals, takmg up their issue of land, defending their 
interests, activise the work among women, fight aga111l>l &oc1al 
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The AIKS and the AIAWU decided to explam the alternative 
agncultural policy to the members of both these organisations and 
the peasantry. It was also decided that the state committees should 
discuss and decide the issues to be taken up on the basis of the 
alternative agricultural pohcy. The office bearers of All India 
Kisan Sabha and All India Agricultural Workers Umon visited 
different state committees and explamed the pohcy document. It 
cannot be said that the document was reported to the entire 
membership. The state committee should immediately prepare 
plans to report to the entire membership on policy document and 
to project this alternative agricultural policy before the peasantry 
and mobilise their support. The aim is to build a big movement to 
change the present policies of the government. 

The new understandmg contamed in the Central Committee 
document "Review of the Work on Kisan Front and Future Tasks 
helped in analysmg the new situation emerging in the agranan 
scendrio, enlightened us how to demarcate from the landlord, nch 
peasants organisations, and educated us on the importance of 
buildmg peasant unity around agricultural labourers and poor 
peasants. The alternative agricultural policy document served as 
an effective weapon in exposing the new agricultural policies of 
the Central Government that ignores the interests of the 
overwhelmmg majority among the peasantry. 

There is growing awareness among the peasantry about the 
adverse impact of the new agricultural policies and the GATf 
agreement. If AIKS and AJA WU take these issues and organise 
campaigns and struggles the movements can be expanded mto 
new sections and new areas. 

As part of the new economic policies of the Central 
Go~emment Some of the States governments like Maharashtra. 
Gujarat etc. have started taking measures in abrogatmg land 
reform laws particularly with regard to the ceiling prov1s1ons. 
These st~te governments are giving large extent of land to 
monopoh~ts and MNCs for raismg different crops. We should 
opp~se this and should mobilise peasantry and other democrauc 
sections for the genuine implementation of the land reforms 
measures by plugging loopholes in the legislations. 



Polztical-Organisatwnal Report 395 

There are possibilities in takmg up the issue of dtstnbut1on of 
waste land, forest land etc. m most of the states. We should launch 
campaigns and struggles for dtstnbutton of such lands and also 

for occupation. 
While takmg steps to expand land struggles the AIKS and 

AIAWU should also take up issues like the issue of pattas for the 
land occupied by the peasantry, the issue of house-sites, reduction 
of the rent of share croppmg, protection of the nghts of oral 
tenants, preparation of the record of nghts of peasants etc. 

The umty of different sections of the peasantry, the agricultural 
workers, poor peasants, middle peasants and the rich peasants we 
build, i1' around the poor sections among the peasantry, 
agncultural workers and poor peasants. One of the aims of this 
umty is to isolate the landlord sections and to meet their 
1deolog1cal influence. Consc10us attempts should be made to 
build peasant umty on this basis. 

Some committees do not study the current problems affecting 
the peasantry and take them up. The governments are spending 
huge amounts on vanous projects as rural development 
programmes etc. There 1s weakness in taking up these issues, 
champ10nmg the caus~ of the poor sections, f1ghtmg agamst 
corruption, nepotism, meff1ciency etc. We took decis10n to take 
up the question of social oppression agamst Scheduled Castes, 
Scheduled Tnbes and backward classes, atrocities against women 
and other problems affecting rural women etc. We should take up 
these issues with all senousness. 

ORGANISATION 

Expansion of the Movement 

Kisan Sabha is the largest mass organisation m the country. 
Kisan Sabha activities mcreased m most of the areas. The 
unevenness m the expansion of the movement and the 
weaknesses m consolidatmg the mfluence still persist. 

Apart from West Bengal, Kerala, Tnpura, Tamil Nadu and 
Andhra Pradesh, the funct1onmg of the state centres are not 
satisfactory. One of the maJor weaknesses of the state committees 
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is that they do not have enough cadres at the state centre doing 
Kisan Sabha work. The main office bearers of some of the state 
committees are not able to pay even minimum attention to the 
Kisan Sabha work because of other Party and mass orgamsat10n 
work. This state of affairs should be changed immediately. Atleast 
two or three cadres should be deputed to the work in the state 
centre. There is also weakness in bringing women into Yie 
movement, training them and promoting them to important 
organisational positions. 

One of the important tasks to be fulfilled for expanding the 
movement is to activise the village units. For activising the village 
units we have to strengthen higher committees at all levels. The 
All India Centre should be further strengthened. We have to tram 
enough cadres at all levels for doing mainly Kisan work. This is 
necessary for remedying our organisational weakness. 

Projecting the Independent Nature of the Kisan Sabha 

There is no perceptible improvement in this situation. There 
are reports that some of the Party units collect money from the 
public and then decide how much is to be apportioned between 
AIKS and AIAWU in lieu of their membership. Without changing 
the style of functioning particularly starting from the Centre we 
cannot effect any change in the present situation. 

United Actions with Other Mass Organisations 
Against the menace of the communal danger and the new 

economic policies of the pres~nt government along with ~ther 
mass organisations the AIKS took part in many united acttons 
There is scope for united actions on many issues like expansion of 
public .distribution system, expansion of public health, public 
education system, irrigation and power facilities, social 
oppression against Scheduled Caste Scheduled Tribe and other 
backward classes, atrocities against' women, democratisation of 
~anchayat institutions and co-operatives, efficient implementa· 
tton of the rural development programmes etc. The AIKS's efforts 
~or united actions with other mass organisations should be 
increased. 
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Sub-Committee Functioning 
There is substantial improvement in the functioning of the All 

India Agrarian Sub-Committee. The Agrarian sub-committee met 
13 times during this period. In many of the states the state level 
sub-committees are not functioning. 

AGRICULTURAL WORKERS UNION 
. 

Major Activities 
The price rise coupled with a decreasing number of days of 

work have led to sharper struggles for wages and land, with the 
rural poor coming forward in large numbers on these demands. 

Wage Struggles 
Wage struggles have been conducted in most states, with some 

success. In Andhra Pradesh in 1992 kharif season, there was 
propaganda in 768 villages, strikes in 12 and wage-rises in 369. In 
1993, the figures were propaganda in 1 OOO villages, with 372 
strikes and wage rises in 862 villages. This reflects a growing 
consciousness among the agricultural workers in the state of their 
capacity to improve their lot through struggle. 

Similar reports of struggles have come in from all states, 
though on a smaller scale. Tamil Nadu has had a series of such 
struggles, involving a number of attacks on our leaders. The 
demand for a minimum wage of Rs. 30 and Rs. 25 per day for men 
and women respectively, voiced by five organisations jointly, has 
as a result been successful in 60% of the villages in the state. 
Similarly in Tripura during 1993-94, intense wage struggles have 
led to minimum wages being enhanced from Rs. 17 .80 to Rs. 
23.65 per day. Similarly in the weaker states too the AIAWU 
propaganda had created a consciousness that wage rises are 
necessary. In Maharashtra, minimum wages are in four zones. 
They have risen from Rs. 12, 14, 16 and 20, 23, 26 and 29 
respectively, though we are still continuing a struggle to ensure a 
minimum of Rs. 30 in the fourth zone. In U .P. too, the Mulayam 
Singh Government has raised minimum wages from Rs. 23 to 
Rs. 25, 33 and 25 per day on the Maharashtra zonal pattern. It is 
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evident that the intervention of AIAWU and Its h1ghhghtmg the 
wage issue has contributed to at least a better pen .. ept10n of that 
need all over the country. 

In Kerala, where organisation is the strongest and has enrolled 
2 out of every 3 agricultural labourers, the mmimum wages are 
also the highest in the country, being Rs. 40.20 for men and Rs 30 
for women, per day. To implement these struggles mvolvmg 
thousands of workers were undertaken in different d1stncts Apart 
from wages issues like pensions, the implementation of the 
workers welfare fund etc. have also been undertaken. 

Land Struggles 

Apart from wage struggles, which have forced mm1mum 
wages up in most states, land struggles have been found to 
enthuse activists as we]] as those not connected with the union JS 

the issue of distribution not only of government and forest lan4 
but also ceiling surplus land. 

In the state of Bihar, this struggle showed a s1gmficant 
improvement in the involvement of the most exploited and 
oppressed section. Starting with joint and special conventions ID 

identify land in July 1992, land occupation struggles were begun 
on 15,000 acres from 5 August, of which over 6000 acres were 
vested by AIAWU and AIKS, leading to the murder of a number 
of our leading comrades in Nalanda, Darbhanga, Madhubani am! 
Samastipur districts. This was in sharp contrast to the wait-and
watch attitude of landlords in 1987-1989. But the repression did 
not arrest the movement. By 1995, 36,000 acres of land were 
involved, in 25 districts and 26 comrades were ki11ed. 

In Andhra, where the union is much stronger, in 1992-93 7347 

acres of land were vested and 1424 pattas were accorded. By the 
end of 1993 already 27 ,OOO acres were occupied. 

Apart from these states, land struggles have also beeD 
undertaken in Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Maharashtra, Kamataka. 
Onssa, RaJasthan and U.P. 

The union has also observed all-India action on comprehensive 
Central Legislation for Agricultural Labour specific demand !Ike 
th . ' di e creation of prawn hatcheries out of rice land, wages of Bee 
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tendu leaf and coconut pluckers as well as for improving PDS 
facilities, for house-sites, to deal with floods, drought, the 
massive earthquake damage in Maharashtra, and against 
atrocities on women, scheduled castes and tribes. In both Tamil 
Nadu and Maharashtra, state level conference of women 
agricultural workers with AIDWA to encourage greater 
participation of women in union activities were organised, the 
latter being attended by a Central functionary. 

The activities of the Agricultural Workers Union have certainly 
helped to increase the participation of this class in mass actions, 
especially in the Hindi region. This was evident in the nation-wide 
campaign organised at the end of July 1992, in the September 9, 
1993 Bharat Bandh and April 1994 militant resistance to the 
GAIT agreement at Delhi, as well as the Black Day of April 15, 
when the Marrakesh Agreement was signed, and the Civil 
Disobedience Movement of August 16 to September 9, 1994. 

The All India Agricultural Workers' Um on (AIAWU) has been 
demandmg a comprehensive Central legislat1on since its 
inception. We organised a demonstration, a day-long Dhama at 
Delhi and submitted a memorandum to Labour Mm1ster in 
December 20, 1994. In spite of the often repeated promises from 
the Central Government that a central legislation would be passed 
no action has been taken on this. 

The Report on Organisation and Tasks of the l 4th Congress of 
CPI(M) held at Madras on January 3-9, 1992, noted that "special 
attention must be paid to Party building in the basic cla<><>es, the 
working class, peasant and agricultural labour fronts" but noted at 
the same time that "the prionty to be given to tht~ vitdl front is 
missmg in most of the weaker states", in the ca~e of agricultural 
labour 

The s1tuat10n has improved margmally smce then. The 
orgamsat1on had been reduced to funct1onmg with only one 
Central Functionary, a Jomt Secretary, after the death of the 
General Secretary, for over a year before 1992. However, in Apnl 
1992, the orgamsation successfully held its third All India 
Conference at Samast1pur m Bihar. at which two more Joint 
Secretaries were inducted. 
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There was an initial spurt of growth of 12 53% m 1992-93 
which in 1993-94 went down to 6.10% although the membership 
had increased from 17 ,59 ,566 in 1991-92 to 20, 11,650 in 1992-93 
and 21,42,541 in 1993-94. The old imbalances noted m earher 
reports still persist. The Madras Party Congress document 
referred to above, noted that "at present 60% of the membership 
comes from Kerala". In 1991-92, the membership of Kerala was 
56.2% of the total while in 1992-93 it was only 55.2% and m 
1993-94 it was 55.1 %. So, a marginally increased contnbuuon 
from other states, notably from Tripura, Punjab and Maharashtra 
is noticeable. But the figures of the Hmdi region, especially UP 
and Bihar, reflect a failure to adequately meet the challenge of 
developing such an organisation and changing the consciousness 
of Party Committees at different levels to give it the necessary 
support. Other states, like Madhya Pradesh are yet to form such 
an organisation. 

In fact, the present situation is more or less what was noted ID 

the Review of the Work on Kisan Front and Future Tasks of Apnl 
1993, which felt due emphasis was not given to developing this 
front, as a result of which there was not only "an alienation of our 
cadres from day-to-day contacts with agricultural labourers and 
their problems. There is also a failure to recruit Party membe~ 
from this downtrodden and oppressed section as we can see from 
the fact that only 3% of the delegates to our Madras Congress 
were from this section." 

The Review, moreover, underlined the analysis of the third Ail 
India Conference of the organisation which had noted the 
following six lessons learnt from reports of our all India acttvtty 

1. The most successful movements affecting agricultural 
labourers are those taken up jointly with other agricultural 
workers and rally the peasantry. 

~· _There is still hesitation in taking up independent 
ac~ivity under the banner of the union. However, where 
~his has been done, as in the State level demonstration at LucknoW 
10 U.P., or that at Bombay in Maharashtra, it has greatly increased 
the confidence of comrades in their capacity to make 
breakthrough. 
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3. However, in order to make this breakthrough, the specific 
problems of this section must be focussed on, like atrocities 
agamst scheduled castes and scheduled tribes, the struggle for 
house-sites, drinking water, lavatories and social disabilities of all 
kmds. So far, except in one or two states, we have failed to take up 
these issues as broad campaigns. 

4. The struggle to implement government programmes too has 
been treated with more than its fair share of cynicism. Comrades 
must equip themselves with a thorough knowledge of procedures 
involved in various development schemes for the poorest sections 
at the village level, to ensure that the people are made aware of 
their rights and that the misuse of funds for the betterment of the 
weakest sections is reduced. Even if we fail to achieve our 
objective because of landlord pressure and bureaucratic 
corruption our taking up these issues will expose both of these 
among the rural masses and help to diespel any illusions they 
might have. 

5. A study of state reports reveals that a large number of 
struggles are taken up formally and abandoned. Nothing could be 
more damaging than this as it breeds despair among the masses 
and cynicism. Every struggle must be conducted in relation to the 
full capacity of the people concerned to struggle. Proper team 
work and democratic functioning will help us to conduct 
struggles more in relation to the people's will than our own 
preconceptions. 

6. Whtie women constituted over 49 per cent of agricultural 
labourers and have participated actively in our struggles, we have 
not yet been able to ensure equal wages on a country-wide basis 
or to deal with their specific problems on a priority basis, and to 
draw them to orgamsation and to recruit cadres, from women and 
to train and to promote women to leading positions. 

The new economic policy of the Central Government is 
causing widespread starvation among agricultural labourers on 
account of the galloping prive rise, coupled with a decline in the 
number of days of employment available to them, both on 
because of stagnation as well as mechanisation in agriculture. As 
a result, agricultural workers are becoming increasingly active in 
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mass struggles in this period. This has been noted m the report 
that majority of those who participated m the militant acl!on 
agamst the NEP at the call of National Platform of Mass 
Organisations were agricultural labourers on 5 April 1994 

Some organisations like Kanshi Ram's B.S.P. are trymg to 
divide the agricultural workers on caste line. None of these 
organisations takes up the issue of land, wages or service 
conditions. They only take up the issues of social oppression, 
reservation and speak power in government. Kanshi Ram tnedto 
expand his influence in Kerala, West Bengal etc. where our 
movement is strong and failed. 

The AIAWU had decided to take up the issues of soc1~ 
oppression, atgrocities against women and other issues affectmg 
SCs and STs etc. The AIA WU also took rich issues m certain 
areas. The AIAWU have to further expand our activities m taking 
such issues. We had witnessed a growing awareness among these 
drowntrodden sections. Party should also give special attent10nm 
recruiting, training and promoting cadres from these sections 

The issue of migrant labour also stresses the importance of 

building all India movement. 
This situation is favourable for developing a mass conscious

ness and organised resistances to anti-people policies 1f the Part\ 
seriously takes up the injuction enshrined in the Central 
Committee Review that "We have to strengthen the organisattOll 
of the Agricultural Workers' Union and Kisan Sabha at all levels 
The centres of both these organisations are weak compared to the 
tasks they have to discharge. More equipped cadres have to he 
drafted to the work of both the Centres. The work in the Central 
Offices of both these organisations has to be reorganised and 
strengthened. Except in the case of West Bengal we cannot say 
that the State Centres are working satisfactorily. Three or four 
comrades have to be deputed for state centre work. Their part) 
work has to be assessed on the basis of how much time they 
devote to the Agricultural Workers Union or Kisan Sabha work 
Most of the states are not sending regular reports to the centres In 
many states AIA WU and the Kisan Sabhas do not have separate 
offices and there is no regul~r routine functioning. Tue states 
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should discuss these issues and remedial measures must be taken 
within six months. The strengthening of the district, tehsil or 
block committees and the village or panchayat units begin on the 
strengthening of the State Centres. Without activising the 
panchayat or village units we cannot make any advance at all. 
Party and the leadership of the Agricultural Workers' Union and 
K1san Sabha should concentrate their efforts to find solutions to 
these organisational weaknesses." 

This must be implemented at every level of the Party 
organisation, especially at those of the unit, local and district 
committees, if a qualitative change is to be achieved in the present 
state of affairs. 

REPORT OF WORK ON THE 
WOMEN'S FRONT 

The political tactical line worked out by the 14th Party 
Congress against the communal danger of the BJP comb me on the 
one hand and the Congress(!) on the other and the call to oppose 
and defeat both these forces guided the work among women. The 
major campaigns in the last three years were around issues raised 
by the policies and practice of both these political parties. An 
opportunity to review the work of the mass organisation in the last 
three years arose during its national conference held six months 
ago. A positive assessment was made of the campaigns and 
struggles agamst communalism which were perhaps the most 
widespread and sustained. A highlight of the campaign in its 
earlier phase was the march by 10,000 women in Lucknow in 
November '92 organised jointly with other national women's 
organisations in which we had played a major role. Following the 
demolition of the masjid and the subsequent violence and 
communal polarisation, the campaign was at three levels-as part 
of the broad platfonn with secular political forces, with other 
women's organisations and also independently. 

A special feature of the independent effort was to mobilise 
women of both communities in public actions of solidarity. This 
was combined with intensive door to door campaigns in 
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numerous localities. Such campaigns were held in every state, 
though we have to note that the extent of our campaign was 
limited by our organisational strength and spread. In many areas, 
particularly in North India women activists had to face outfight 
hostility and aggression from communal forces during the course 
of the campaign, mostly from the RSS variety but also on a few 
occasions from minority community fundamentalists. Duringt!K 
riots there were several interventions by women activists saving 
those from other communities. A noteworthy feature of ~ 
campaign was the special effort made in many states to approad 
minority community women who have been outside the reach cl 
the organised movement. In this respect we have undoubtedfy 
made some headway. An organised effort is being made by Ill 
communal forces in both communities to organise women In 

separate organisations and mobilise them. The Hindutva forcei 
have already set up a Hindu women's organisation with Sadh~ 
Ritambhara as the convener. Jt is necessary for us to sustain tlr 
anti-communal campaign among women. 

An important issue which had to be decided was the approad 
to the slogan of uniform civil code which has been a demandd 
the women's movement from pre-independence days. In ~ 
context of the efforts of the communal forces to utilise this slop 
to browbeat the minorities, we gave the slogan of ~ 
rights, equal laws. Basically this means a two-prongal 
approach of pushing for reforms in the personal laws« 
communities in alliance with the reformist sections within th~ 
communities, as well as advocating a common law for womenm 
specific areas where women of all communities are equal~ 
affected such as adoption, guardianship, registration of marri: 
etc. Many other women's organisations have also accepted 
approach. 

The other big campaign in this period was against the ne• 
ec~nomic pol~cies of the Congress(I) Government. ,11 w; 
estimated that m the course of the campaign (till August 94) . 
women's organisation had printed over a million leaflets ' 
diffe~ent l~guages organised over twenty thousand stfet'.t co~ 
meetings mdependently and over 40,000 women had jotned 
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jail bharo movements as part of the preparations for the all India 
general strike, 10,000 women had come to the April 1994 Delhi 
march. These mobilisations of women became possible as a result 
of the combined efforts of mass organisations including the 
AIDWA units. This was also true in the September 1994 jail bharo 
campaign, in which over a lakh of women had courted arrest. The 
campaigns were organised along with the broad platform of mass 
organisations as well as independently. In reviewing the work on 
this issue it was found that women felt the major effect in the form 
of price rise, collapse of the PDS and deterioration in the 
availability of civic facilities. The biggest independent 
mobilisations of women were on these issues. 

Another area where we could link women's response with NEP 
was on the widespread aversion and anger to the privatisation of 
the electronic media leading to increased commodification of 
women's bodies. Our campaigns were careful to demarcate from 
the opposition being voiced by the Hindutva platform also which 
however was on the basis of a backward stereotyped projection of 
the ideal sati savitri image of women. 

However, while we have a positive assessment of our struggles 
against the new economic policies, our intervention on issues 
effecting women's work was extremely weak, since the large 
mass of women are in the unorganised sector, the work of the 
trade unions was not touched these sections. Our own work has 
been in the nature of general campaigns against the new 
economic policies and we have not been able to organise women 
on the specific issues concerning the impact on their work. Given 
the reality that more and more women are being forced into the 
ranks of the unorganised sector including as home based workers, 
there is an urgency to tackle this aspect of the struggle against the 
new economic policies. In the rural areas our independent 
campaigns have been negligible in the sense of being unable to 
take up any of the specific ways that rural women are being 
impacted. For instance there has been an increasing trend of male 
migration among the poorer sections and a subsequent increase in 
the number of families wherein women bear the responsibility of 
managing families. However because of our limited independent 
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reach in the rural areas we have been unable to mobilise these 
sections even where peasant organisations exist. Generally 
participation in the struggles against the new economic pohc1es 
has been from our own ranks and we have been unable to mvolve 
tha mass of women in protests in spite of their growmg 
discontent. 

One of the most successful interventions of the mass 
organisation has been its role in the panchayat elections in West 
Bengal, Tripura, Andhra Pradesh and other states where sue~ 
elections have held with 33 1/

3 
% reservation for women. Many 

states, particularly West Bengal and Tamil Nadu have held 
training programmes in this connection. While the Party has dealt 
with the problems arising out of reservations to some extent, the 
experiences gained have to be fully studied so that we can more 
effectively respond to and utilise the full potentialities of 

reservation. The awakening among women and the ne~ 
consciousness that is emerging can be developed for advancm~ 
the democratic movement and the mass organtsations. 

A big issue highlighted in last 2 years is the sexual d1mens:on 
of the criminalisation of politics with bourgeois politicians usmi 
their power to sexually exploit women as in Jalgaon and Bihar 
Vigorous campaigns were conducted in Maharashtra and Biharon 
this issue. 

An area of confrontation between the government and womens 
organisations has been the anti-woman population policy of the 
government. This is based on fertility control of women throu~ 
the use of harmful long acting hormonal contraceptives. Because 
of the interventions of the women's movement a retrograde 
m~asun: curtailing maternity benefits for working women fort~ 
third child had to be scrapped. An alternative policy document h 
been prepared jointly with other women's organisations. 

Th' · n~ Is penod has also been a period of growing violence agai 
women within families as well as in the wider social arena. 
Dowry demands have spread to all communities and classes 
~~~th~r disturbing trend is the increase in child rape. The wides; 
mttiative was taken on issues concerning violence against wome 
from the unit to the state level and numerous campaigns have 
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been organised in many parts of the coutnry. Important 
interventions have also been made for legal reform such as the 
struggle for a legislation against sex determination, for a better 
defined law against rape and so on. There are approximately 100 
legal aid cells being run in different states. 

A specific feature in this period has been the growing caste 
violence with its direct impact on women. We have found that in 
many cases even on child rape people have got divided on caste 
Imes, supporting the rapist on the basis of caste. We have also 
seen instances of how the BSP has tried to terronse dalit women 
into withdrawing cases of rape against them if they were 
committed by men of the same community. However although 
we have been able to organise campaigns in many areas 
agamst instances of caste violence, we have been unable to 
have any general campaigns on the specific problems of dalit 
women. 

During this penod, our units have along with fraternal 
organisations and in some places independently organised 
campaigns for solidarity wtth Cuba and South African 
struggles. 

It 1s important to remember that in the weaker areas, along with 
general campaigns of all India nature, much more attention has to 
be given to the task of mobilising women on the basis of 
immediate, local issues, connected with women's problems, 
oppression, disabilities etc. 

Joint Struggle 

It is an indication of the increased recognition of work among 
women that our initiative in joint struggles has increased. As 
mentioned briefly earlier several joint actions were taken against 
communahsm. It was also significant that most joint leaflets and 
campaigns on this issue specifically identified the BJP combine 
as the main danger although there were some sections which 
would have preferred to limit the campaign to generalisations 
about the need for secularism and the danger of communalism. At 
our initiative a joint delegation visited several areas in the country 
hke Bhopal, Surat where violence against women in the riots was 
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savage. A joint report was prepared which was widely 
disseminated. This helped the campaign. Compared to the jomt 
actions against communalism, those against the new economic 
policies have been much fewer except for jomt actions against 
price rise. Recently a successful effort was made by seven 
women's organisations to draft an alternative paper to the 
go~ernment's paper for the women's international conference 
scheduled to be held in Beijing. Such efforts have undoubted 
propaganda value. Joint initiatives in the states has also registered 
an improvement. In these joint actions except fox BJP and the 
mah1la wing of the Congress(!) all other sections have been 
approached and have participated on an issue to issue baSJS. In 
Bengal the joint actions are mainly with Left women's 
organisations. In Kerala joint actions have seen with the 
constituents of the LDFs. However a good initiative has been 
taken in Kerala among Christian women in defence of their rights. 
In our ideological struggle against feminist trends we have to 
recognise the different streams of feminism and not just lump 
them all together. Another development has been the growth of 
groups committed to liberation theology which have taken very 
positive positions in support of reform in Christian laws, 
organising tribal and dalit sections. So far we have taken the 
position that any joint actions have to be dicided from group to 
group on the basis of issues. 

An area which is attracting many young women is that of 
women's studies. Most universities and a large number of 
women's colleges have women's studies centres. There is a small 
improvement in contacts with these sections though routinism in 
the work style prevents any sustained initiative by us. Recently a 
very good initiative was taken by the AKG centre in Kerala to 
provide a forum for women's studies researchers and seholars 
which attracted a wide participation indicating the importance of 
more such initiatives in this area. 

Organisation 

The organisation has been able to reach out to new sections, 
such as minority and dalit women, and to a much more limited 
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extent to a section of the middle class. The influence of the 
organisation has also increased. The membership has now 
touched 40,09,359 that is an increase of 46 per cent in the last 
three years. However given the level of activity this growth is 
unsatisfactory. Also the uneven development of the organisation 
remains with West Bengal accounting for 65% while all the 
Hindi-speaking states along with Punjab and Maharashtra 
account for 2.9%. Some states where the growth has been positive 
are Tripura, Punjab, Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh. West Bengal 
continues to represent over two-thirds of the membership of the 
organisation. However the organisational position in Kerala, both 
in terms of membership and functioning needs improvement. 
Andhra Pradesh has registered steady growth both in terms of 
organisation and struggles, as has Delhi. In Tamil Nadu attention 
has been paid to organisational work although the expansion of 
the organisation can be improved. In Bihar there is a definite 
improvement in work although the membership is unstable. The 
organisational position in other states is stagnant through activity 
has increased. In Assam the organisational situation has deterio
rated and we have been unable to help to improve the situation. In 
general it can be said that organisational consolidation is weak 
and sustained follow up is lacking. Most committees identify the 
big increase in activities and pressure of work as reasons for lack 
of consolidation. Another area which needs priority is 
development of activists and encouraging them to become 
full-time workers. There are many such young women who 
have developed but we are unable to give them the requisite 
training. In particular a policy of promoting cadre at all levels and 
inducting new activists at the state level has to be consciously 
developed. 

There has been an improvement in the functioning of the 
Centre both in terms of regularity of meetings of the CEC as also 
the contact with the state committees. Efforts are made to hold 
consultations between office bearers although the other 
responsibilites of many of the office bearers makes it difficult for 
them. However the development of an all-India perspective even 
among leading state functionaries needs to be strengthened. 
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Particularly the bigger states of West Bengal and Kerala have a 
big role in solving this problem. It is essential to develop a 
stronger team at the Centre. There are many capable activists who 
can shoulder these responsibilities. However because of family 
responsibilities they are unable to leave their states. This is a 
continuing problem. The Centre is at present funding six 
wholetimers in different states. 

As far as publications are concerned the magazine from West 
Bengal Ek Sathe is the most regular -with an established self
sufftciency. In Tamil Nadu the monthly bulletin is regular and 
stable. In Kerala the monthly had to suspend publication because 
of huge arrears. A big weakness has been the failure to regularise 
and expand the publication of the English quarterly from the 
Centre. The Hmdi publication has had to be suspended and 
though there is a renewed demand it has not been possible to 
restart it because of lack of available cadre at the Centre. The 
Centre will have to build up a publications unit so as to meet the 
demand for more pamphlets, particularly in Hindi. 

Relation11 of Mass Organisation with Party, Independent 
Functioning and Other Related Issues 

A six-member women's sub-committee was formed by the 
Central Committee after the last Party Congress. It has not been 
able to function regularly. No formal fraction committee was 
formed. When some eading comrades from one or two states 
requested a forum wt ere they could raise issues relating to the 
Party and the mass front a meeting of members of State 
Committees who are in the CEC was held. Three such meetings 
were held in this period, two of which were related to the national 
conference of the mass organisation. At the state level the record 
is mixed. Tamil Nadu and West Bengal have regular sub
committee meetings. Others meet from time to time. In North 
Indian states there is no fraction committee functioning or at least 
not on a regular basis. In some states there is neither a sub
committee nor a fraction committee. 
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There is not much change in the position with regard to 
recruitment of women mto the Party in most of_ th~ states. T~e 
mam reason contmues to be negligence in ident1fymg potential 
recruits at the branch level and lack of conscious effo~s to enrol 
them Smee recruitment is done through the branches It depends 
to a great extent on the knowledge of that branch of the women 
act1V1sts in the area. An effective mechanism has to be evolved at 
branch and local committee levels to identify potential women 
Party members and to enrol them. 

On the women s front we are far from implementing the Salkia 
Plenum understanding of independent functioning of mass 
organisations. At one level there is a total dependence by women 
activists of the mass organisation on the Party and lack of 
independent thmkmg and act10n. In discussions in state committees 
1t 1s taken for granted that all are members of the Party and very 
often the discussion is conducted as though it 1s a Party forum. 
Years of funct10nmg m a particular way has become routinised 
and there 1s not much conscious effort to break it. Even now in the 
strong 'ltates there is no separate office of the mahila organisation 
and the units are funct10ning as appendages of the Party. More 
senous steps to strengthen the independent functioning in terms 
of membership dnves, campaigns, funds raising etc. are required 
to change the present pattern. The Party committees as well as the 
comrades working m the mass organisations have to address 
themselves to the solution of this problem. There is considerable 
reluctance to include women comrades in Party committees even 
when such comrades are available. 

,While the w_o~~n s leadership at different levels has to take the 
mam respons1b1hty for independent functionina of th 
organisat ·t · o e mass 
d ion, I ts a reality that the guidelines given by the Part 

d~f~~:~~~;~~~7~~ ~a~; :~tt~dh~red to:: the Party leadership :i 
trends, or to put it another wa e s ates. ~re are two discernible 
same coin. One trend is to int ~tren_ds which are two sides of the 
Party and political control ~ t erel;n ev~ry matter in the name of 
directly strengthen and · aura Y this method of functioning 
the mass organisation onet~co;rages the unhealthy dependence of 

e arty and harms both. The other trend 
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is to see work among women as only supplementary to the normal 
regular work of the Party. 

Policy Matters 
(a) A document is required to formulate the Party s tasks on 

the women's front in line with our programmatic understandmg, 
our current tactical line and on the basis of analysis of our 
experiences. 

(b) The mass organisation and the Party units at all levels must 
take up social issues and conduct campaigns for social reforms 
The fight against obscurantist beliefs and practices have to be 
earned on systematically. 

(c) Adopting Womer1's Policy documents is of great importance 
for those states where the Party is in government. It has to be 
noted that Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh and now 
Karnataka have amended several laws and have several projects. 

(d) Effective steps should be taken to make use of the Parliament 
and legislative fora to take up and project women's problems and 
issues. 

Current Tasks 

The coming period will be one of increasing mass discontent 
and struggle. Current tasks of the Party on the women s front are 
related to many of the issues discussed above. At the level of general 
polit1cal intervention our campaigns both against communahsm 
and the NEP will have to be more directly linked to the impact on 
the daily lives of women. This will also have to include new 
initiatives by us in organising women around work centred issues 
which are applicable both in the rural areas and in the urban 
unorganised sector. This requires a new direction to our work m 
the framework of being a multiclass organisation. This will also 
reqmre a closer coordination between the peasant and agricultural 
workers organisations which is lacking at present. At the same 
time the tremendous discontent of women against price rise etc. 
has to be garnered and developed in numerous small and big 
struggles. A much bigger mass initiative and mass approach is 
essential .in our work if wear~ to effectively intervene. This will 
also reqmre a more conscious effort for independent functioning. 
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We have to ensure regular functioning of the women s sub
committee and fraction committees both at the central and state 
level. Where such committees do not exist they have to be set up. 
A better coordmat10n to help recruitment of women members into 
the Party. More attentwn has to be paid to organisational 
functtonmg and consolidatton. 

A prionty task is to develop and tram more cadre. Ident1ficat1on 
of cadres, efforts to develop them and allotting responsibility in a 
proper manner are tasks of 1mmed1ate importance. Conducting of 
schools for cadres at all levels-at the mass organisation level 
and at the Party level has to be systematised. Even m regular Party 
schools classes on the women's movement wherever possible will 
be helpful. 

REPORT ON THE YOUTH FRONT 

Since the last Party Congres~ the DYFI was able to estabhsh 
sustained growth in terms of member~htp, mob1lisat1on, campaigns, 
day to day functioning and immediate action. In 1991 its 
memebrship was 73,33,769, m 1992-79,48,303, m 1993-
87,49,081 and m 1994 1t could enroll 93,50,000 membership. In 
1995 its target is J crore. Dunng this penod DYFI took active part 
in mob1ltsmg the younger generation agamst anti-people economic 
policies, communahsm, unemployment and for solidanty actions 
both independently and m the JOmt platform of struggles. In the 
JOmt campaign and movements, participation of more and more 
young people added to the strength of the struggle led by the Party. 
TheDYFI could undertake some independent campaign 
programmes ontcertam issues both at the central and state levels 
to supplement and complement the Party's initiatives as well as 
imtiat1ves taken by TUs and other mass organisations. 

The DYFI took significant decisions for expansion of its areas 
of influence, ensuring better committee functioning at all levels, 
giving a youth onentation to its campaign and other activities, 
special attentton to the recruitment of SCs, STs, young women 
and minonties and more attention to social, cultural, sports, literacy 
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and constructive activ1t1es. Despite certain hm1tlt10m., mainly 
due to lack of properunderstandmg regarding the utII tty of bm ldmg 
a youth organisation, DYFI could make certain mroads dunng this 
penod. The State Committees of the Party which reah~ed the 
significance of organising the younger generation were succe-;-,ful 
in expanding the1r base into new areas. 

1. Challenges before the Youth Organisation 

Dunng this penod there was a sharp decline in social values 
and overall degeneration in almost every sphere of social, cultural 
and polttical life. This was aggravated with the introduction of 
scores of new policies coupled with impenahst onslaught through 
media, culture, drugs etc. The younger generation were the special 
target. Be<iides the communal hatred, casteist posture<; and 
separatist outlook, allurement for' a different kind of world aping 
the West were in operation to capture the young minds part1cularly, 
in the cities and urban areas. The frustration among the young 
people and their discontent against ruling class policies was sought 
to be diverted into these channeb. The DYFI had to work in this 
situation with whatever resources it has in its command. Despite 
these onslaughts, the DYFI could not only retain its base but tt 

made some advances as well. A well concerted effort by the Party 
along with its mass organisations and progressive forces around 
us is necessary to counter the present adverse situation. We have 
to pull all our resources together to offer some kmd of positive 
alternatives in all spheres of life so that our progres~ive heritage 
can be imbibed by the younger generation. Together with this, the 
strengthening of the struggles of the youth for revolutionary 
changes can strengthen us in mobilising them firmly behind 
working class led class struggle. 

2. Focus on Removing Unevenness 
In the background of these challenges, 111 spite of the growth of 

the DYFI and increase in its activities, unevenness of its influence 
still persists. To remove this unevenness the DYFI centre took 
certain special organ1sat1onal initiatives which have yielded some 
f suits. Immediately after the l 4th Congress, a national level 
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worhhop w<l-. held at Burnpur for traming the leader~h1p commg 
from Hmd1-speakmg st<ltes. This was followed by state level 
worbhops m m<lny states. C<lmp<lign material and circulars on 
~pecial matters are bemg ~ent m H111d1 from the Centre. Publication 
111 H111d1 on a hm1ted scale has been started from the Centre. Special 
maten<ll assist<lnce for the weaker states is gomg to be restructured. 
Atlea~t one centr<llly spon~ored programme in a year targeted to 
help the weak state/region has been launched successfully. As a 
re~ult, higher rate of growth 111 terms of membership m the states 
other th<ln We~t Bengal and Ker <lla could be registered. States like 
T<lmil N<ldu and AP are fast commg up m terms of an all-round 
improved performance to match the achievements of Kerala, West 
Bengal and Tnpura. Punjab ha~ fmally shown the signs of coming 
out of the s1tuat1on that gnpped it durmg the 80 s. Maharashtra 
made significant advances. R<ljasth<ln has shown that regular proper 
attention to organisational work at lea~t in some parts of the state 
can yield good result. Uttar Prade-.h and H.P. have failed to rise to 
the occasion mainly due to the failure in timely deployment of 
proper comrades capable of discharging ta-;ks on the youth front 
Karnataka, M.P. and Haryana, de-;p1te immense poss1b1hties could 
not do much due to their own spec1f1c rea"ion..,. A sustamed effort 
is necessary to orgamse effective district level teams and 
coordmat1on at state level for the..,e states. As~am ha-; its own ethnic, 
linguistic and communal problems hindering the development of 
a strong youth movement at the state level. But better undeNanding 
of the problems, mcrea~ing frequency of commumcation and 
greater mobility is necessary to make a breakthrough. In B1har a 
better understanding of the nece<;sity for organisation at all le\els 
is required. A balanced approach 1s also nece-;sary to com.olidate 
the gams from the movement. In Delhi, GuJaiat and Jammu, 
DYFI s act1vit1es have increased. Durmg this penod S1kk1m and 
Dadra N<lgar Haveh have jomed the h~t of DYFI state committees. 
Mampur andAndaman and N1cobar have some movement but are 
too far, yet, to maintain regular contacts. 

3. Some Problems in the Weaker States 
In most of the weaker states Party sub-committees either do not 

exist or even 1f they exist, do not function properly. Except on 
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questions of mass organisation leadership and some major political 
issues, they do not guide or lead the mass organisation consistently. 
Regular sub-committee functioning at state and district level can 
help in training cadre, ensuring collective functioning and Party 
building. Moreover, it will also help to check the deviations or 
wrong trends among the mass organisation leaders. In the weaker 
states due to the limited number of available comrades for specific 
responsibility, on many occasions, seasonal deployment is being 
done on the youth front. On many occasions one comrade is given 
responsibility for several mass organisations. Efforts should be 
made to deploy cadres specifically for DYFI work. Comrades 
should also be equipped to discharge mulifarious tasks. 

4. Renewal, Retention and Cadre Development 
The membership of a huge number are not renewal regularly. 

Several thousands of members are not retained. The question of 
political training their initiation to revolutionary ideologies, 
motivating them to become activists, and developing activists into 
responsible leaders of mass organisation must be given proper 
attention. Shortage of cadre can be overcome only if some good 
organisers are deployed to do this job. If an integrated approach 
for the student and youth movement is developed at all levels and 
Party sub-committees seriously undertake the issue of developing 
leading cadre this issue can be resolved. Any shortcoming in the 
development of the student movement will result in the shortage 
of cadre in the youth movement. 

In some weak states, DYFI is still considered to be Party's 
volunteer group. Thus the building of an effective youth organisation 
capable of working among the mass of youth and attracting them 
towards the Party gradually through youth activities and mass 
movement in those states is being hampered. Even independent 
functioning of the mass organisation, multifarious activities among 
the youth, deployment of effective cadres to build new contacts 
among the youth people and building a militant youth movement 
around the workers and peasants movement are not being effectively 
done even in those pockets in the weaker states where the Party has 
some influence. It is only natural that there would be overlapping 
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between the youth and other mass organisations led by the Party 
both in terms of membership and issues to be taken up by young 
women, workers, peasants and agricultural labour. The questions of 
deployment of cadre and campaigns on specific issues must be 
properly attended to for otherwise they hmder the build mg of the 
youth orgamsat10n in the states. 

5. DYFI Centre 
The DYFI centre needs to be strengthened to discharge its growing 

responsibilities. While previously five comrades were working from 
the DYFI centre now there are only two. Though Kerala had sent 
one comrade, it failed to replace him when he returned to the state 
on health grounds. West Bengal is to send one and one more comrade 
is reqmred from the Hindi states. Though of(1ce functioning at the 
centre hds improved, there is still "cope for further improvement. A 
team 1s necessary to facilitate regular publicat10n work. The DYFI 
centre was able to publish two booklets and two folders in Hindi 
and one booklet and two folders in English during this penod. Printed 
material on specific issues was also prepared and sent to state 
committees forpubhcation in regional languages. This apart several 
posters, stickers and other materials were also brought out during 
this period. Background notes were also prepared on certain issues 
for specific campaigns. The DYFI centre with other secretariat 
members tried to attend almost all the major programmes, classes 
and committee meetings in the states. During this period classes or 
workshops were organised' in all states but since long there has 
been no national level class for non-Hindi speaking cadres. There 
are good regular journals in Bengali, Malayalam, Tamil and Telugu 
and not so regular publication by the Maharashtra, Punjab, Tnpura, 
Assam, Bihar state committees. There is necessity to publish a 
quarterly Hindi bulletin from the centre to carry out ideoiogical and 
political campaign. 

6. DYFI's Work Among the Weaker Sections 
since long DYFI has undertaken the decision to work among 

the scheduled caste, tribes, minorities and women. Special efforts 
and effective measures are required to attract, recruit, train and 
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develop them as leaders and build truly representative strong 
movement from among them. Though the work among these sections 
has increased, we have not yet been able to realise the immense 
possibilities of making them an important segment of our w1denmg 
mass movement. There is not only unevenness m the growth of the 
mass movement, unevenness persists in the level of under~tandmg 
that is required to organise them m the youth front. To overcome the 
situation it is necessary to have a uniform understand mg in the Party 
at all levels. To achieve this, the Party has to take some imttat1ve 
both at the centre and at the state level. Regular meetmgs with the 
subcommittee incharges at district level and state level, reporting 
and discussion about the mass front in the Party committees, 
finalising the document o~ the tdsks on the youth front above all a 
willingness to learn from the experience of the succe~ses elsewhere 
will help m achievmg this. Kerala has its own success m orgamsmg 
young women m DYFI which has in turn insptred West Bengal 
Tamil Nadti and West Bengal have organised young womens 
convention at different levels to consolidate thetr achievements 
further. West Bengal and Bihar held tnbal youth conventions to 
initiate special steps in organising them. Maharashtra also has som~ 
achievement in this area which needs to be followed elsewhere. 
Special effort is also necessary to organise the minority youth. As a 
result of our consistent struggle agamst communalism and 
particularly the post-December 6 campaigns among the mmonty 
community, there is greater attraction for secular and democratic 
appeals among them. The acceptance of the Left ideology has also 
increased particularly among the younger generation. A sy~tematrc 
approach with cautious steps through our mass organisation is 
necessary to consolidate the position. Literature in Urdu is necessary 
in this respect. 

CAMPAIGN AND MOVEMENT 

Against Economic Policy 

Against economic and industrial policies, GATT and price rise, 
the DYFI was actively involved at four levels-as a significant 
segment of the movement launched-by the Party, as a constituent 
of the Left movements led by Left parties and mass organisat10ns 
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a~ an important key organiser m the JOmt student-youth movement~ 
and as initiator of independent youth programmes. This was true in 
case of the anti-communal campaign too. The DYFI has played a 
significant role as a constituent of the National Platform of Mass 
Organisations and has been an active participant at all levels in all 
the programmes launched by the Platform. The DYFI could mobilise 
youth volunteers in all the states in the1athas sponsored by the Left 
parties, in preparation for the civil disobedience movement and 
during the m1htant movement in August and September of 1994. 

To protect independence and economic sovereignty and to carry 
forward the antt-1mpenalist spirit of the freedom movement, 
many innovative programmes were observed by the DYFI at 
different levels on different occasions. Besides observing 
important dates and incidents from the history of the freedom 
movement these programmes helped us to take our message to 
the young people specially m the hitherto untouched areas. The 
Bombay to Kandla patriotic youth march was one such important 
programme in 1993. From 27th September (Bhagat Smgh s 
birthday) to 2nd October (Gandh1j1 s birthday) th1~jatha agam~t 
Cargil s salt project evoked considerable enthusiasm in 

Maharashtra and Gujarat. In 1992, a student-youth 1atha from 
Cochm to Goa agam~t Indo-U.S. JOmt naval exercise was abo 
undertaken. Apart from political campaigns, these programmes 
helped DYFI grow in new areas. A jomt convention on the 
Kashmir s1tuat10n was orgamsed at the mitiative of DYFI at 
Jammu in May 1994. 

Against Communalism 

Smee the last Congress, the DYFI has been constantly engaged 
m defending the unity of the people against the communal 
onslaught. During this period DYFI has emerged as one of the 
major campaigners against communalism. As a constituent of 
the Ra~htnya Ekta Abh1yan, DYFI played an important role. 
Besides the anti-communal campaign, DYFI played an important 
role even in the weaker states during the communal riots. 
Wherever it had sizable influence it could mobilise its members 
m preventing communal riots, protecting the would-be-victims 
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and organise rescue and relief operations. Thousands of stickers, 
posters, leaflets were distributed. In March J 993 m Calcutta and 
in May J 993 in Bombay big conventions were organised against 
the Bombay riots in particular and communahsm in general. The 
Bombay conventwn was very significant at that particular point 
of time since other youth organisations failed to muster the 
courage to part1c1pate in the conventwn. Comrade Rajeev m 
Kerala was murdered by the communal forces for the protection 
given to the minorities. 

Anti-Unemployment Movement 
During this period because of the larg~ number of 3om1 

programmes on several issues, the question of unemployment could 
not be raised in a big way. However on 1 Oth November 1994, an 
anti-unemployment rally was organised m Delhi mobilising mamly 
from surrounding states. As the immediate result of the new 
economic, industrial and trade poltcies, the employment 
opportunities have been curtailed drastically. The youth are forced 
to take jobs in the unorganised and informal sectors without JOb 
security and other facilities. A strong anti-unemployment 
movement coupled with protection for the workers in the 
unorganised and informal sectors is necessary. To take up this cause 
effective steps are necessary on the part of the trade union 
movement. Our mass organisations can jointly raise the issue to 
make an impact. The National Platform of Mass Organisations 
should also be used for this purpose. It is also necessary to 
undertake concrete studies both at the central and state level to 
gauge the impact of the new policies on the employment sector 
More effective help is necessary from the Party to make 
unemployment an important issue in the joint movement. 

Solidarity Campaign 

Solidarity campaigns and mobilising young people in support of 
the.struggles of workers, peasants, and employees was one of the 
maJor tasks of the DYFI in this period. The DYFI comrades have 
~acr~ficed their lives while taking active part in the land struggle 
m B1har. Hundreds of the DYFI activists were implicated tn false 
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cases in several states due to thetr solidarity with workers and 
peasants movement. Durmg this penod, DYFI to9k active part in 
the campaigns and movements launched by TUs and employees 
organi~at1ons against closure, retrenchment and privatisation of 
PS Us. Solidarity with students' struggles has become part of DYFI s 
regular act1vit1es. 

The DYFI's role in organising solidarity and mobilising 
resources in support of Cuba~ struggle to defend Socialism is 
commendable. The DYFI also played Its role to reactivate the World 
Federation of Democratic Youth. The DYFI was the only 
organisation from India to send a representative to serve as a 
member in the U.N. sponored Independent Intemattonal Observers 
team to oversee the historic election m South Africa. This has added 
to its prestige in the international youth movement. 

Dunng this period DYFI played a significant role in resisting 
semi-fascist terror and for restoration of democracy in Tripura. 
Many young comrades sacnf1ced their lives in tht<; struggle. In 
the re'>t of the country the DYFI succes-;fully launched solidarity 
campaigns and mobilised public opm1on and funds m support of 
the struggle in Tripura. 

Immediate Action 

As a youth organt~at10n DYFI 1s gradually acquiring the 
capability of mobilising the youth in action agamst immediate 
problems. This was witnessed immediately after the news of the 
martyrdom of five comrades in Koothuparamba (Kerala). The 
response can be seen in the fact that in one day Rs. 20 lakhs were 
collected by the DYFI all over Kerala through box collect10ns. In 
almost all areas where DYFI exists in the country some sort of 
protest actions were held immediately. This capability mmt be 
improved at all levels. 

Multifarious Activities 

During this period, DYFI was involved in orgamsrng 
multifarious activ1t1es includmg sports, cultural, hterary and other 
constructive work. Spreadrng the message of literacy, 
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popularising blood donation, pledging eye donation, anti-drug 
campaign and rescure, relief and rehabilitation work in case of 
calam1t1es are examples of such work. One DYFI comrade laid 
down his life in the struggle against the drug mafta In order to 
extend such work, politics must be in command. Diver<>e act1V1ttes 
are mainly utilised to make the initial contact<> with the vast 
majority of youth remaining outside the reach of our poltttcal 
appeal. Through these activities the social consciousness of the 
youth are developed so that they can participate m the process of 
social change. 

REPORT ON THE STUDENT FRONT 

The l 4th Congress had entrusted the student front with 
implementing the Party line on mass organisations, expand mg and 
consolidating the student mass organisation and carrymg out the 
mam political calls. These were to lanch a campaign ag.imst the 
communal offensive and struggl~ agamst the attacks on economic 
sovereignty. The student front sought to respond to these calls by 
being an integral and active component of the Campaign for 
National Unity (CNU), participating in all its programmes 
according to our capabilities and by undertaking independent 
programmes for communal harmony in different states. Dunng 
the period many of our comrades have been murdered including 
CEC member Comrade K. V. Sudheesh in the struggle against 
communalism. And in the university centres, in most of the states, 
we had to mainly challenge and confront ABVP with NSUI 
gradually losing ground. We are advancing, albeit not to our 
satisfaction, only by the dint of an intensive day-to-day antt
communal struggle in the campuses. 

Struggle in Defence of Sovereignty 

We became an active participant in the Natioal Platform of Mass 
Organisations in the countrywide struggle against the onslaught 
on economic sovereignty. Apart from the Delhi rallies, we actively 
pa~i~ipated in the countrywide struggle against the new economic 
pohc1es. Independent calls were also given by us at the mass 
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organisational level to observe "Save Republic, Save Sovereignty 
Day' on 26th January, 15th August as National Unity Day, 23rd 
March (Bhagat Singh s martyrdom day) as the Save Unity Day, 
27th February (Chandrasekhar Azad's birthday), I 5th Apnl as anti
GATT black day, 23rd January "Save India" (Netaji Subhas Bose's 
birthday) and many such occasions. 

The SFI-DYFI organised a successful anti-Cargill jatha from 
27th September (Bhagat Singh s birthday) to 2nd October 
(Gandhij1's birthday) in 1993. A similar programme was organised 
against Indo-U.S. military exercises. 

Many anti-imperialtst calls and programmes were also 
undertaken in this period. For example Moncada Day, i.e., 26th 
July was observed for collecting materials in aid of Cuban students. 
In the civil di<>obedience movement called by the Party against 
the threats to our sovereignty, tens of thousands of students 
part1c1pated all over the country. 

Fighting the Assault on Education 

An essential fallout of the new disastrous poltcies was an 
intensification of the assaults on education. In line with the 
understanding of the Party we took up the challenge and contmued 
the battle against the new educatwn policy offensive as an integral 
part of the battle for safeguard mg the sovereignty of the country. 

The mam direction set by the new Education Pohcy of Rajiv Gandhi 
took a worse and dangerous turn. The government is now abansonmg 
all it~ respons1b1lit1es towards education. The UGC itself is floating 
Capitation Fee (Payment Seats) based universities and the Punnaiah 
Committee report has been accepted by the UGC. The anti
democratic concept of a self-financing education system is being 
legalised. Thus, instead of achieving the target of Education For 
All, instead of overcoming the resource crunch, the government 
itself is denying the right of education even for the meritorious 
particularly from the socio-economically weaker sections. We have 
been fighting these dangerous policies. We were the only student 
organisation to be a Party to the Supreme Court case on Capitation 
Fee. The student movement in Andhra Pradesh against Capitation 
Feeled to the removal of the Chief Minister Janardan Reddy. It was 
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also an example of a successful united action at our mitiative. The 
movement had a big impact in Tamil Nadu and Karnataka. In 
Himachal Pradesh and Gujarat our struggles against fee hikes were 
successful. In West Bengal and Tripura nassive mob1hsat1ons and 
campus campaigns were organise·d. The statew1de movement, 
satyagraha and education bandhs' agamst the attempt to introduce 
self-fmancing colleges in Kerala was a big success. The 
government was forced to give up its move although we had to 
sacrtifice five valuable comrades in course of the movement. The 
issue shot into the national agenda. We also observed the Save 
Education Week" at the time the Suprme Court gave its JUdgment 
on the Capitation Fee issue. It may be ment10ned m this context 
that the early and mid-eighties was a period when apart from our 
contribution in struggles for national unity in Assam and Pun Jab, 
we had also become an organisation capable of policy intervention 
on academic issues. Similarly during the first half of nineties, the 
student mass organisation has been able to resist the government 
onslaughts on education to a certain extent even in relatively less 
strong states. It is also a fact that the implementat10n of the ant1-
educat1on offensives in the guise of New Education Pohcy was 
temporarily halted by the removal of the Raj iv Gandhi Government. 
But our weakness in picking up these burning issues m the areas 
of education remained m most of the Hindi and non-Hmd1 weak 
states excepting Himachal Pradesh and Bihar. 

United Action 

We have undertaking a series of and higher number of united 
actions at the student and student-youth level. For example, 
initiatives like the student-youth action against communal ism and 
many others were in line with our mass organisational 
understanding of independent initiative and united action. These 
efforts are also in tune with the Party's call for broadening Left, 
democratic unity. The observation of International Unemployment 
Day' on November I 0, 1994 was the last national-level joint 
programme. Despite certain difficulties in its implementation, the 
process of initiating united actions has been encouraging and must 
be further developed. 
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Unfavourable Time for Student Movement 
The debacle of Socialism in the period under review had a 

demorahsmg effect on the sensitive student psyche. We could not 
always resist the erosion in the confidence of our ranks. Imperialism 
mtens1f1ed its offensive. Non-aligned and Third World voices were 
suffocated, the1r economic sovereignty threatened by international 
fmance capital and MNCs. The so-called structural adjustment 
policies marked by liberalisation, privatisation and globalisation 
were unleashed. The consequence was a grave attack on education, 
unemployment and livelihood which led to increasing careerism 
and self-centred attitudes amongst the students. On the one hand 
huge pay packages are bemg offered to a small section while on 
the other hand there are tremendous cuts in real wages and mcomes 
and squeezmg of all remaming opportumties in employment and 
education for the poor and middle class. An atmosphere of 
apohticisat10n and deideolog1sation sought to overwhelm the 
student community. This was accompamed by a widespead 
offensive of decadent imperiah~t cultures. The decadent alien 
culture aggravated the 1deolog1cal confus10n among the student. 
And amidst these attacks from the mternat1onal plane, the old 
problems of caste1sm and communaltsm had their ugly 
manifestat10n particularly m campuses m North India. All put 
together, this period was one of the most difficult ones faced by 
the orgamsed student movement. It was an uphill task to combat 
all these challenges commg so close on the heels of each other. 
We could advance only by mtensifying a political and ideological 
struggle against all these tendencies. But we feel there was scope 
for better performance and more effective poht1cal organisational 
leadership in this situation as well. For example, we could have 
sharpened the anti-imperialist offensive and for the democratic 
asp1rat1ons of the student community. Our contribution in the 
solidarity campaign for Cuba could also have been much more. 

All-India Centre 

Once the old set of leadership was relieved at the Trivandrum 
Conference, it was imperative under the circumstances to constitute 
a new centre. In the existing centre, two of the three central 
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functionaries were not full time functionaries from Delhi. Even 
after the conference, despite repeated requests, two comrades from 
Kerala and one more from West Bengal did not come as decided 
in the conference. The adverse impact of this was reflected m the 
weakness to follow up important issues, organisational dec1s1ons 
and the all India calls. For a period, communication with the states 
was weakened. The expectation of a political orgamsat10nal centre 
Was far from fulfilled. The biggest lacunae was in meetmg the 
ideological offensive. Only four issues of Students Struggle was 
published in 1993 and two in 1994 against the set targer of six 
issues per year. Some states are pubhshing the1r own Journal 
(Assam, Andhra, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal, Kerala, Tnpura, 
Maharashtra, Bihar, Orissa). Information decuments for states were 
also inadequate. Requisite progress could not be made on pendmg 
issues ltke intervention on ITI students etc. 

But in the same period, visits to the states by central function
aries increased. Instant reaction on issues like protest agamst 
Ms. Robin Raphel visiting India, blood donation camps for the 
victims of earthquake etc. could be organised. 

There has been no central student Party school sme 1986. State 
level schooling was also inadequate. Andhra Pradesh, Himachal, 
West Bengal, Kerala, Tripura, organise regular schools. But reports 
from other states are not coming regularly even if they hold it 
Tamil Nadu and Karnataka also organised schools. 

Although at the All-India Party Centre the sub-committee 
functioning and other guidances to student front is very regular, 
the Party building in the student front in the states is not up to the 
mark. The central student fraction meeting is regularly held 
alongwith the mass organisational central level meeting. But the 
same does not apply to states fractions. And worst is the cond1t1on 
in the Hindi states. With the exception of Himachal Pradesh and 
partly Maharashtra, the weak states are suffering a chrontc 
stagnation and even downslides. This is reflected in their 
membership, mobilisation, agitation and movement. Committee 
functi~ning in these areas is not encouraging. Wholetimers are 
not paid regularly. Sufficient attention towards cadre policy and 
deployment of cadre is lacking. 
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A d1-.concerting feature is the overall decline in the memher~h1p 
of 1993 In this background we held the National Organisat1onal 
Convention in July 1994. This was the first such effort at the 
mass organisational level. The assessment revealed that after 1988 
the membership of Hmdi belt had slided to six per cent of the 
total from 9 .6% in 1978. The total membership of Hmdi and non
Hmdi weak states ( 15 states in all) reached the hightest ever level 
m 1988. From 1988 while the overall membership grew by 4 
lakh, the membership of Hindi and non-Hindi weak states came 
down by 30,000. This means though there was an all India or 
overall growth in membership, it is only due to the six strong 
states of West Begnal, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, Tripura, Tamil 
Nadu and Kamataka. Had Kerala or Tamil Nadu membership 
not fallen in 1993, the overall growth would have been ostensibly 
mamtJmed and this widening gap between the six strong and 
remaining weak states would not perhaps have been identfied. 
Since Kerala and Tamil Nadu have made up their deficit now, it 
will agam push up the all India member~h1p but the Hmdi and 
non-Hindi weak states performance continues to remain stagnant 
or decline. Thus the unevenness m the organisation has resurfaced 
after a few year~ of improvement in between (m1d-e1ghties). 
In~tead of be mg overcome, the unevenness in the development 
of the organisation has widened. 

It is in this background that the National Convention on 
Organisation was held in July 1994. It definitely led to some 
improvement. The central leadership was reorgani!>ed. Moreover 
a comrade from Kerala jomed as a full time central functionary. 

According to the understandmg of the Party dealt in detail at 
the Salkia Plenum, the organisation will not grow in the Hindi belt 
m the absence of a strong centre. In order to build that strong 
centre, strong states must assist. But weaknesses remain with the 
strong states not releasing their best cadres for the mass 
organi~ational centres. 

There has been some progress and development in the 
situation after the National Convention. It was reflected in the 
functionmg of the secretariat at the centre. Mobility to the states 
and intervention in their movements have increased 



428 Documents of The Communist Movement 111 lndw 

significantly. It also includes orgamsat10nal intervention and 
guidance. 

Notwithstanding the above weaknes:;,es, there have been 
achievements in the elections to the univer:;,1t1es of RaJasthan, 
Orissa and Haryana in particular. The centre has resumed direct 
respons1brlity in a few important university centres of the Hmd1 
belt. But a lot more needs to be done. Particularly Hindi information 
bulletins or documents must be brought out which is impossible 
without financial and manpower resources. The :;.ame 1s true 
regarding Students Struggle. In all these areas, the centre must be 
strengthened and for that purpose strong states need to undertake 
their share of respons1biht1es. 

Other Organisations 

For a temporary period, the AISA with its opportunistic caste1st 
appeals and exploitation of even miAority fundamentalism, 
managed to enter the vacuum in states like U.P. and Delhi. It gave 
them temporary electoral dividends. We have been able to recover 
those areas to a considerable extent this year. But initially AISA 
was able to mislead a section of even our traditional voters in the 
campuses. With the total political bankruptcy of NSUI, a sect10n 
of students are also moving towards the ABVP which is reflected 
in the ABVP s improved performance in a few umvers1t1es. The 
ABVP is mobilising in the state capitals in good numbers. In U.P, 
Mulayam Singh Yadav's Samajwad1 Party led SamaJwadi Chhatra 
Janata Dai has the upper hand at the moment. Their staunch anti
communal, anti-ABVP stand notwithstanding, their casteist appeals 
are uncontrolled. The AISF and other Left organisations have not 
been able to increase their strength. One section is trying to tie up 
with the AISA while its mass following has been cooperating with 
SFI in joint struggles. 

Tasks 

The progress and expansion of SFI cannot be sustained unless 
the~e is strengthening of Party bmlding within the student ranks. 
This demands more attention from State Party Committees. 
Following steps are Sijggested to the Congress for due considerat10n 
and follow-up action. 
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I Annual state Party schools for the student front. 
2. Const1tut1on of properly functtonmg sub-committees and 

fractions at all levels. 
3. One meeting every year should be convened by the Party 

Centre inviting all Party-in-charges of student front. This should 
be done at least for the Hindi states. Proper attention to cadre policy 
and recruitment of wholet1mers m Hmdi belt should be made a 
priority. 

4. Strong states should assist the All-India student centre. 
5. Regular review of student front by the state committees 

should be undertaken. 
6. In the present environment of casteist and communal 

oftensive we must specifically address ourselves to the problem 
of SC/ST, backward and weaker sections. As opposed to the 
growing d1v1s1ve trend, SFI's continuous battle to unite the students 
along democratic Imes must be highlighted. Another caste 
explo~10n like the post-Manda! -;1tuat1on can come up. To prevent 
such an eventuality is-;ues of SC/ST and backward students must 
be immediately taken up. 

Given the present Crt!->IS facrng society and the ~tudent 
movement, the National Organt'iat1onal Convention of SFI made 
an attempt at senou~ mtrospect1on. An All-India University 
Convention was al'io planned but could not be held in time because 
of elections and Party conferences. It will be organised in 
July 1995. A conscious organised effort in this hour of severe 
ideological onslaughts can alone help us make a breakthrough. 
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Appendix I 

PARTY MEMBERSHIP FOR THE 
YEARS 1991 AND 1994 

Name ot the State 1991 

Andhra Pradcsh 26,707 

Andaman & N1cobar 120 

Assam 10,696 

Bthar 15,500 

Delhi 848 

Goa 70 

Gujarat 1,052 
Haryana 1,304 
H1machal 742 
Jammu & Kashmir 291 
Karnataka 3,804 
Kerala 2.27,422 
Madhya Pradesh l,050 
Maharashtra 5,880 
Mampur 192 
Onssa 4,382 
Punjab 9,969 
Ra1asthan 3,626 
Tamil Nadu 49,240 
Tnpura 19,189 
U ttar Pradesh 7,750 
West Bengal 1,89,732 
S1kk1m 17 
Central Committee Staff 81 

Total 5,79,664 

1994 

30,791 

160 

9,901 

16,338 

I 150 

32 

1,500 

J,340 

785 

212 

5,180 

2,28.165 

2.018 

6 984 

230 

3.056 

10,387 

3,044 

63,438 

26,105 

7,000 

2,13,195 
74 

86 

6,31,171 
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Appendix II 

CIRCULATION OF PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY 
AND LOK LEHAR 

State Peoples Democracy Lok Lehar 

Oct 91 Jan. 95 Oct 91 Jan. 95 

Andhra Prade\h 700 492 3 3 
Assam 837 700 26 20 
Andaman & N1cobar 12 10 
B1har 484 397 2,223 1,742 
Chand1garh 80 83 81 90 
Goa 8 7 
Gujarat 39 37 85 222 
H1malhal Prade~h 36 45 266 232 
Haryana 39 30 658 526 
Jammu & Kashmir 47 35 20 24 
Kcrala 666 629 3 
Karnataka 454 471 4 14 
Madhya Prade~h 198 156 1,207 1,341 
Maharashtra 544 464 398 410 
Manipur 7 2 1 
Mcghalaya 23 21 
Onssa 227 252 60 57 
Punjab 270 176 195 121 
Pond1chcry 40 25 
RaJasthan 70 41 807 672 
Tamil Nadu 1,309 1,359 2 
Tnpura 279 641 5 9 
Uttar Pradc~h 297 232 2,180 1,842 
West Bengal 6,577 7.455 3,530 5,266 
Delhi 370 313 605 573 
Foreign 53 73 2 3 

fotal 13,666 14,146 12,360 13,179 
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PUBLICATIONS FROM THE CENTRE 

No. of Copies Published 

Ideolog1cal Issues (Hrnd1) 

Pohtu.:al Resolut10n (Hmd1) 

Poltt1cal-Orgamsatwnal Report (Hindi) 

Poht1cal Resolution 

Ideolog1cal Issues 

PohtJcal Orgamsat10nal Report 

14 Congress Documents PB 

14 Congress Documents HB 

Validity of Marxism PB 

Validity of Marxism HB 

RSS Aur us k1 Vtcharadhara 

RSS Aur us kt V1charadhara HB 

A JatJ Aur Verg 

An Outltne H1story-SurJeet 

An Outltne History (Hmdt) 

Land Reform Movements PB 

Land Reform Movements HB 

Desh ke Arthtk . . . (Htndt) 

On Pnce Rtse 

Employment 

Defend Economic Sovereignty 

Moolyapre~hu ke Kh1laph (Htnd1) 
Patent Folly 

GAIT 94 (Hmd1) 

GAIT 94 (English) 

Pseudo lndu1sm-S1taram (Engltsh, Htndt, and Urdu) 
Defeat Communal Challenge-Surjeet 

(English) 
(Htndt) 

(Urdu) 

The Communist Party m Kerala EMS 
Sangtya ka Hindu Rashtra (Htnd1) 

Sang1ya ka Hindu Rashtra (Urdu) 

Ram Mand1r ka RaJastmhasan (Htndt) 
Mout ke Saudagar (Htndt) 
Const1tut1on (Hindi) 

7000 
6000 

5000 
9000 
9000 

9000 

2600 
600 

4500 
500 

1500 
550 

2000 
5000 

5000 
1500 
500 

5000 
3000 
3000 
5000 
5000 
3000 

20000 
5000 

110000 

5000 
6000 
4000 
3000 
5000 
2000 
5000 
3000 
3000 



Political-Organisational Report 433 

Publications from the Centre-Continued 
No of Copies Published 

Programme (Hmd1) 
On Mass Organisation (Hmd1) 
On Mass Orgamsatwn 
Central Committee Report Apnl 1992 
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Central Committee Report Apnl 1993 
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K1san Front Apnl I 993 
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Central Committee Report August 1993 
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Central Committee Report October I 993 
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Central Committee Report December 1993 
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Central Committee Report Apnl 1994 
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MEMBERSHIP OF CENTRE OF INDIAN TRADE UNIONS 

State 1989 1992 No of 
active 

Um ons 
tn 1992 

Andaman & N1cobar 2,131 1,454 9 

Andhra Pradesh 90,996 (4545) 1,25,642 (I 0333) 495 

Assam 34,378 (9631) 32,207 (11688) 102 

81har 75,997 (3684) 30,920 (3661) 55 

Delhi 46,820 ( 1787) 43,716 (2026) 78 

Goa 3,879 (147) 3,216 (90) 7 

Gujarat 14,786 (528) 16,738 (25~) 24 

Haryana 17,572 (841) 16,825 (1048) 54 

H1machal Pradesh 11,746 4,726 (15) 47 

Karnataka 51,970 (13909) 63,170 (19241) 108 

Kerala 5,39,821 (136909) 5,99,969 (137292) 775 

Jammu & Kashmir 504 (2) 

MP 23,305 (1204) 21,631 ( 1262) 73 

Maharashtra 47,352 (1454). 37,705 (3212) 52 

Onssa 48,066 (7436) 30,916 (5493) 50 

Punjab 71,769 (4235) 64,915 (314) 106 

Rajasthan 22.799 (376) 28,288 (895) 88 

Tamil Nadu 1,68,695 (7272) 1,50,314 (9966) 384 

Tnpura 25,779 (3199) 22,041 ( 1173) 25 

U.P. 29,361 (981) 32576 (314) 174 

West Bengal 10,59,020 (41566) I 0,30,293 (111944) 1249 

Total 23,86,242 (239704) 23,57,766 (320225) 3956 

Note Figures given m brackets 1nd1cate female membership. 
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ALL-INDIA KISAN SABHA MEMBERSHIP 

SI.. State 1990-91 1993-94 
No 

I. Assam 1.06,654 1,44,538 

2. Andhra Pradesh 2.00,000 2, 11,465 

3 B1har 3,00,000 2,00,000 

4 Gujarat 13,500 13,000 

5. Haryana 11,200 14,500 

6 H1machal 5,500 5,200 

7. Jammu & Kashmtr 5,000 4,500 

8 Karnataka 76,000 52,000 

9 Kera la 9,87,878 10,05,760 

10 Mampur 5,740 

11. Madhya Pradesh 28.500 19,000 

12. Maharashtra 50.000 69,800 

13 Onssa 19,033 22,000 

14 Punjab 60,000 80,000 

15 Rajasthan 47,179 32,432 

16. S1kk1m 500 
17 Tnpura 65,000 KS 1,01,000 

GMP 52,000 

18 Tamil Nadu 2.26,100 2,50,000 
19 Uttar Pradesh 1,30,921 89,655 
20 West Bengal 94,31,846 99,54,652 

Total 1,17.63,811 1,23,27,742 
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MEMBERSHIP OF ALL-INDIA AGRICULTURAL 
WORKERS UNION 

State 1991 1994 

Kerala 11,06,780 11,82,170 

Andhra Pradesh 3,68,239 5.10,785 

Tamil Nadu 1,20,185 1,35,318 

B1har 80,000 60,000 

Uttar Pradesh 56,200 50,000 

Pun Jab 63,518 60 268 

Maharashtra 32,600 47,240 

Tnpura 24,000 65,100 

RaJasthan 3,366 8,796 

Haryana 5,000 5 900 

Onssa 22,600 6,630 

Kamat aka 10,000 10,334 

Total 18,90,488 21,42,541 
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MEMBERSHIP CHART OF WOMEN FRONT 

SI State 1990 1994 

No. 

I. Andhra Pradesh l,18,715 2,62,000 

2. Assam 45,173 30,154 

3 B1har 20,000 25,650 

4. Delhi 12,915 24,234 

5 Gu1arat 40,000 7,000 

6 Haryana 5,300 5,840 

7. Htmachal Pradesh 1,200 2,500 

8 Karnataka 1,875 4,420 

9 Kerala 6,63,740 7,34,942 

10. Mahara~htra 29.750 23,022 

11. Madhya Pradesh 3,000 

12. Onssa 7,103 7,576 

13. RaJasthan 5,705 7,213 

14 Punjab 9,666 19,535 

15 Tamil Nadu 1,02,026 1,63,694 

16 Tnpura 75,391 1,71,559 

17. L ttar Pradesh 3,200 15,050 

18 West Bengal 20,13,475 25,83,500 

Total 31.19,234 40.60,189 
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MEMBERSHIP OF DEMOCRATIC YOUTH 
FEDERATION OF INDIA 

SI. State 1990 1994 

No 

I. Andhra Pradesh 3,62,580 4.63,397 

2 Assam 74,229 52 685 

3 B1har 79,332 72,112 

4. Delhi 11,376 15,331 

5. Gujarat 5,231 6.000 

6 Haryana 19,273 10,700 

7 H1machal Pradesh 8,510 2.662 

8. Jammu & Kashmir 500 4,450 

9. Karnataka 16,879 26.194 

10. Kerala 29,48,187 29,35,808 

11. Madhya Pradesh 8,000 10,200 

12. Maharashtra 68,160 1,22,480 

13. Mampur 1,764 

14. Onssa 25,052 29.062 

15. Punjab 40,425 65.734 

16. Rajasthan 18,250 32,000 

17. Tamil Nadu 2,89,195 4,75,029 

18. Tnpura 1,06,260 2,55,344 

19. Uttar Pradesh 44,505 25,200 

20 West Bengal 35,03,011 46,73,717 

21. Dadra & Nagar Haveh 1,500 

Total 76,30,740 92,79,605 
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MEMBERSHIP CHART OF 
STUDENTS' FEDERATION OF INDIA 

State 1990 1993 

Andhra Pradesh 1,48,330 2,26,894 

Karnataka 35,604 51,615 

Kerala 5,97,956 5,93,395 

Tamil Nadu 77,641 55,266 

Tnpura 33,824 56.807 

TSU (Tnpura) 2,000 9,000 

West Bengal 7,84,712 9.24.406 

Gujarat 14,000 14.305 

Maharashtra 62,729 46,692 

Punpb 8,500 10,664 

Assam 58,147 38,322 

Mampur 1,600 4,000 

Onssa 15,350 12,759 

B1har 54,700 51,396 

Delhi 950 1,500 

Haryana 4,853 800 

H1machal Pradesh 14,210 25.002 

Madhya Pradesh 41,750 14,000 

RaJasthan 27,184 5,255 
Uttar Pradesh 6,885 7,601 

Total 19,89,054 21,49,679 



Constitutional Amendments 
Adopted by The 15th Congress of 
The CPl(M) Held at Chandigarh on 
April 3-8, 1995* 

1. Amendments to Article IV : 

Add the following to section 4 
"In exceptional cases the Central Committee or the State 
Committee can admit such members to full membership of 
the Party. And whenever State Committee admits such 
members it should obtain previous sanction from the 
Central Committee." 

2. Amendments to Article VII: 

Add the following section 3 to Article VII: 
"(3) There shall be right of appeal on decisions of droppage 
from Party membership". 

3. Amendments to Article XVII : 

Substitute section 2(c) as follows: 
"Cases involving expulsion, suspension from full Party 
membership and decisions of droppage from Party 
membership against which an appeal has been made to the 
State Committee or to the State Control Commission and 
rejected". 

4. Amendments to Article XVIII: 

Add the following as section 3 and the present sections 3 and 4 

may be renumbered as 4 and 5. 
"(3) The decision of the Central Control Commission will 
be final and binding." 

*Published in December 1995 m the comptlat10n of all Documents of the 
l 5th Congress of the CPl(M). 

Refer Document under Item No. 104 of dus Volume. 
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5. Amendments to Article XIX: 
Section 7 may be substituted as follows: 

"No disciplinary measure involving removal from the post 
held in the Party, suspension from full Party membership 
other than suspension pending enquiry, expulsion from the 
Party, shall come into effect without confirmation by the 
next higher committee. In case of expulsion, the penalised 
Party member shall be removed from all Party activities 
pendmg confirmation. The expelled member stands 
suspended from the Party till the expulsion is confirmed by 
the next higher committee. The higher committee will have 
to commumcate its decision within 6 months." 

6. Amendments to Article XIX : 
Add the following sentence to section 10: 

"This summary suspension and removal from all 
responsible positions in the Party crmnot be extended for a 
period of more than three months." 



Resolutions Adopted by 
The lSth Congress of The CPl(M) 
Held at Chandigarh on April 3-8, 1995* 

RESOLUTIONS 

(i) Resolution on Martyrs 
The 15th Congress pays its revolutionary homage to the 

martyrs who sacrificed their lives in defence of the working class 
and democratic movement and for the cause of national unity in 
the past three years. 

The Congress pays tribute to the 226 heroic martyrs of the 
Party and the democratic movement in Tripura who were killed 
in the semi-fascist terror under the Congress(I)-TUJS regime and 
in attacks by extremist groups. 

The Congress pays respectful homage to the 8 comrades m 
Punjab who sacrificed their lives in the struggle agamst 
Khalistani terrorists and in defence of national unity. By their 
supreme sacrifice, they carried forward the highest traditions of 
the communist movement in the country. 

The Congress pays respectful homage to the 291 martyrs 
belonging to the Party and the mass organisations in West Bengal, 
who sacrificed their lives in the class struggle and in defence of 
the cause of the Party and the democratic movement. 
. The Congress pays tribute to the memory of the 42 cornrad.es 
m Kerala who were killed by Congress(l)-RSS and anti-social 
elements in the past 3 years. The Congress pays homage to the 
5 young martyrs who were shot dead at Kuttuparamba by the 
Police. 

*Published m December 1995 in the compilat10n of all documents of the 
l 5th Congress of the CPl(M). 
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The Congress pays its homage to the memory of the 35 
comrades in Bihar. They were killed by landlords' goondas and 
the police in different districts of Bihar in the course of the land 

struggle. . 
The Congress pays homage to the memory of the comrades m 

Andhra Pradesh who were killed since the last Party Congress at 
the hands of the Naxalities and landlords' goondas. 

The Congress pays tributes to the 7 comrades of Jammu and 
Kashmir who were killed by the fundamentalist and extremist 
groups for their refusal to abandon the cause of the Party and 
national unity. 

The 15th Congress dips the red flag in memory of these valiant 
martyrs. Their glorious example will forever inspire the Party. 
The Congress pledges to carry forward the high ideals they died 
for. The Congress conveys its heart-felt condolences and deep 
sympathy to the families of these martyred comrades. 

CONDOLENCE 

(ii) Comrade M. Basavapunnaiah 
The Fifteenth Congress of the CPI(M) pays respectful homage 

to the memory of comrade Makineni Basavapunnaiah, one of the 
stalwarts and foremost theoreticians of the Indian communist 
movement. He died on April 12, 1992 at the age of 78. At the 
time of his death, Comrade MB as he was affectionately known, 
was the member of Polit Bureau of the Party. He was also editor 
of the CPl(M)'s central paper, People's Democracy. 

Born on December 14, 1914, he belonged to the generation 
which became deeply influenced by the upsurge in the freedom 
movement in early 1930s. Disillusioned with the withdrawal of 
the movement by the then Congress leadership and increasingly 
convinced that the problems of the Indian people could be 
comprehensively resolved only under a socialist system, 
Comrade MB joined the fledgling Communist Party of India 
during 1934-35. 

Dedicating himself totally to the cause that he embraced, MB 
first started out as a district level activist in Guntur, Andhra 
Pradesh and by 1943 was elected to the CPI State Committee and 
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its Secretariat in Andhra. He was among the outstanding leaders 
of the glorious Telengana people's struggle and along with 
stalwarts like Comrade P. Sundarayya, was deeply involved m 
the organisation, execution and conduct of the Telengana 
struggle. It was during this period that MB emerged as one of the 
top Indian communist leaders. He was elected to the Central 
Committee at the Second Congress of the CPI in 1948 and 
elected to the Polit Bureau in June 1950. 

Steeled by the experiences of the Telengana struggle, his years 
of underground life and repression by the Congress Government, 
Comrade MB was one of the initiators of the inner-party 
discussions in the united CPI on the crucial issue of the strategy 
and tactics of the Indian revolution, a debate which finally 
culminated in the formation of the CPI(M) in 1964. He remained 
a member of the CPl(M) Polit Bureau throughout and was a pillar 
of strength to the Party, giving it ideological guidance and 
formulating its tactics in the most complex of circumstances. 

Comrade MB' s sterling contribution to the Indian communist 
movement came in the form of steadfast adherence to the 
revolutionary tenets of Marxism-Leninism and its liberatmg 
influence. A relentless campaigner against all deviations in the 
Indian as well as international communist movement, he authored 
many of the crucial drafts that provided the ideological basis for 
the fight against revisionism in the earlier period and 
left-adventurism later. 

During the intense ideological discussions within the lri~i~ 
communist movement, Comrade MB was given the respons1b1-
lity to discuss these issues with world communist leaders. He was 
in the four-member delegation that went to the Soviet Union in 
1950-52 to hold discussions with the CPSU leadership. He also 
represented the Indian communists at the meeting of the world 
Communist Parties in Moscow in 1957. 

In addition to his immense contributions to the communist 
movement, both in theory and practice, Comrade MB made a 
mark as cl parliamentarian in course of his 14-year term in the 
Rajya Sabh 1 r was a prolific writer, gifted with a sharp pen and 
lucid style. h"nmd the sttrel exterior, Comrade MB was a wann 
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and affectionate person, whose accessibility, affection ~d 
concern towards comrades endeared him to all those who came m 
contact with him. His entire life was dedicated to the cause of 
socialism and the liberation of the Indian people, and he worked 
with tireless energy till the day of his death. 

The exemplary life and contributions of Comrade MB will 
remain an everlasting source of inspiration to all those dedicated 
to people's democracy and socialism in India. The Congress 
pledges to carry forward his unfinished work. It conveys its 
heartfelt condolences to his wife Jagadamba and son, Jaswant 
Mohan. 

(iii) Comrade Achintya Bhattacharya 
The Fifteenth Congress of the CPI(M) mourns the passing 

away of Comrade Achintya Bhattacharya, veteran leader of the 
Party and member of the Central Committee right from 1964 till 
the time of his death on August 24, 1993 at the age of 79. 

Achintya Bhattacharya was one of the pioneers and builders of 
the Communist Party in Assam. He became active in the freedom 
movement while still a student and was first arrested in 1935. He 
soon came in contact with the CPI and became a member in 1936. 
He worked within the fold of the Congress Socialist Party for 
some time. 

He was one of the principal organisers of the tea plantation 
workers and after Independence became Cachar district secretary 
of the Communist Party. He was a prominent leader of the Surma 
valley peasant struggle. He was elected to the National Council of 
the CPI in 1958 and remained in leading positions till the time of 
the split. He was one of the original group of the leadership who 
took up the fight against revisionism that led to the formation of 
the CPI(M). 

Comrade Bhattacharya was the first secretary of the Assam 
State Committee of the Party from 1964 to 1980 and played a 
major role in building the CPI(M) and the mass movement in the 
state. Well versed in Marxist theory, he also had a deep under
standing of the ethnic question in Assam and the north-eastern 
region on which he wrote innumerable articles and books. He had 
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a life long association with the peasant movement and was the 
President of the Assam unit of the Kisan Sabha at the time of his 
death. 

He was arrested and jailed a number of times in 1950, 1962 and 
1965 and was underground during the Emergency. A dedicated 
Marxist-Leninist, he endeared himself to all comrades by his 
simple life. The Party will always remember his distinguished 
service and unflinching commitment to the cause of the workmg 
people. The Fifteenth Congress conveys its deep condolences to 
his wife and family. 

(iv) Comrade Manoranjan Roy 

The Fifteenth Congress of the CPI(M) records its deep grief at 
the passing away of Comrade Manoranjan Roy, veteran 
communist leader and outstanding trade unionist. He died on 
June 13, 1992 at the age of 83. Comrade Roy was a member of 
the Central Committee of the Party, member of the secretariat 
of the West Bengal State Committee and President of the 
West Bengal CITU. 

Comrade Manoranjan Roy joined the freedom movement 
while a young student and came in contact with the Jugantar 
group of revolutionaries. He was imprisoned in 1930 for his 
revolutionary activities and while in jail became attracted to 
Marxism. On his release in 1938, he became a member of the CPI 
and thereafter for over five decades served the Party and the 
working class movement with devotion and distinction. He was 
one of the pioneers of the tea garden workers' movement in 
North Bengal, and over the years became a leading trade unioni~t, 
becoming the Vice-President of the CITU at its foundation 
conference in 1970. He served for a long period as CITU sta~e 
Secretary of West Bengal and played a valuable role lfl 

developing the working class movement in the state. 
Fighting against revisionism, Comrade Roy stood with those 

who formed the CPI(M). He was elected to the secretariat of the 
West Bengal State Committee in 1977 and to the Central 
Committee at the Tenth Cong~ss of the CPI(M) in 1978. He 
served as an MLA in the state assembly and a member of the 
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Rajya Sabha during his political life. His life long service to 
the working class movement will always be remembered and 

cherished. 
The Fifteenth Congress pays homage to the memory of this 

veteran leader of the Party and sends condolences to his family. 

( v) Comrade Robin Sen 
The Fifteenth Congress records its profound grief at the 

passing away of Comrade Robin Sen, a prominent leader of the 
CPI(M) and the working class movement of West Bengal, a 
member of the West Bengal secretariat and a member of the 
Central Control Commission of the Party. He died on January 28, 
J 995 at the age of 71. 

Comrade Robin Sen was active in the freedom struggle and 
during the Second World War, joined the Royal Indian Air Force. 
His anti-imperialist activities in the armed forces led to his court 
martial. Subsequently he joined the Communist Party in 1953 and 
devoted himself to building trade unions in the industrial areas of 
West Bengal in the Asansol-Ranigunj belt. He played a major 
role in building the Party in Ba1dhaman district and was the 
district secretary for 15 years. 

Comrade Robin Sen was among those who resolutely fought 
against revisionism in the undivided party and was a member of 
the State Committee of the CPI(M) smce 1964. He was a member 
of the Lok Sabha twice and all India Vice-President of the CITU. 
He was a respected leader known for his high communist 
standards and dedication. The Congress pays its respectful 
homage to his memory and conveys heartfelt condolences to his 
colleagues and comrades. 

FRATERNAL PARTIES 

(vi) Comrade Kim Il Sung 

The Fifteenth Congress of the CPI(M) pays respectful homage 
to the memory of Comrade Kim II Sung, President of the . 
Democratic People's Republic of Korea and general secretary of 
the Workers' Party of Korea who died on July 9, 1994. 
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Comrade Kim 11 Sung, founder of the Socialist North Korea, 
was born on April 15, 1912. Smee his early years, Kim II Sung 
was involved in the anti-Japanese struggle of the Korean people 
He played a key role m bringing together the various communist 
groups in Korea, a process which culminated in the formation of 
the Workers' Party of Korea. 

He led an active underground movement in occupied 
Manchuria and was the chief architect of the Korean People's 
Army. In 1934 he joined the Chinese Communist Party but was 
forced into exile by the Japanese. Even in exile, he continued to 
organise the Koreans in their fight against the Japanese rulers. 

After the liberation of Korea from Japanese occupation m 
1945, the Korean people under the leadership of Comrade Kim TI 
Sung were plunged into a bitter struggle against U.S. impenahsm 
which militarily intervened and perpetuated the division of the 
Korean nation and people. The three year long struggle led to the 
defeat of the U.S. army and the establishment of the DPRK m 
1948. Comrade Kim 11 Sung devoted himself to the task of 
establishing a socialist society. While carrying forward this task, 
he consistently advocated the peaceful reunification of the 
Korean nation. 

A staunch Marxist-Leninist and communist revolutionary, 
Comrade Kim 11 Sung adapted the creative science of 
Marxism-Leninism to the concrete conditions of the Korean 
situation. His creative application of Marxism and success in 
charting out the course of socialist construction in the DPRK was 
a significant contribution to the international commumst 
movement. The Congress sends its heartfelt condolences to the 
Korean people, the Workers' Party of Korea and his farmly 
members. 

The Fifteenth Congress also pays homage to the memories of: 
Erich Honecker, outstanding communist leader ~d 

internationalist, builder of the German Democratic Repubhc, 
General Secretary of .th; Socialist Unity Party of Germany and 
head of state of the erstwhile East German Republic. . 

Joe Slovo, former chairman of the South African Commumst 
Party and leading organiser and fighter against apartheid. 
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Chris Hani, general secretary of the South African 
Communist Party (SACP) and prominent leader of the ANC who 
led the underground armed wing of the African National 
Congress (ANC). 

Li Xiannian, veteran revolutionary leader, former president of 
the People's Republic of China; Chairman, Chinese People's 
Political Consultative Council. 

Madan Bhandari, general secretary and Jeevraj Ashrit, Polit 
Bureau member of the Communist Party of Nepal (United 
Marxist-Leninist). 

Kaysone Phomvihane, ~resident of the Laos People's 
Democratic Republic and President of the Laos People's 
Revolutionary Party. 

The Fifteenth Congress pays homage to C. Rajeswara Rao, a 
foremost leader of the Indian commumst movement, a stalwart of 
the Telengana People's Struggle and former general secretary of 
the CPI. 

It also records its grief at the passing away of Comrades N. K. 
Krishnan, N. E. Balaram, Rajasekhar Reddy, and Kalpana Joshi, 
prominent leaders of the CPI and the Left movement in the 
country. 

(vii) Leading Comrades 

The Fifteenth Congress of the CPI(M) puts on record its 
profound grief over the death of several members of different 
State Committees and leading functionaries of the Party. The 
comrades who died since the Fourteenth Congress include: 

Comrade S. Y. Kolhatkar, former member of the Central 
Committee, veteran leader of the Party in Maharashtra and a 
prominent trade union leader. 

Comrade Motilal Sharma, one of the founders of the 
communist movement in Madhya Pradesh, state president of the 
CITU, former state secretary of the CPI(M) and former member 
of the Central Committee. 

Comrade Mahitosh Nandi, member of the West Bengal State 
Committee, veteran freedom fighter and leader of the kisan 
movement in the state. 
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Comrade K. P. Janaki Amma, veteran revolutionary and 
member of Tamil Nadu State Committee. 

Comrade Kamal Sarkar, prominent organiser of the workmg 
class movement and member of the West Bengal State 
Committee. 

Comrade Eluru Laxinarayana, a veteran leader of the 
communist movement in Andhra and member of the Andhra 
Pradesh State Committee of the CPI(M). 

Comrade Prabhakar Mankar, member of the Maharashtra 
State Committee of the CPI(M). 

Comrade Parimal Bagchi, veteran leader of the k1san 
movement in West Bengal and member of the State Committee 

Comrade Biren Datta, a founder member of the Communist 
Party in Tripura, state secreatry of the CITU, former member of 
the State Committee, a minister in the first LF Government m 
1978 and a three term member of parliament representing 
Tripura. 

Comrade Thakorbhai Shah, among the foremost leaders of 
the Left movement in Gujarat and state secretary of the CPl(M) 
till "1991. 

Comrade Dalip Singh Johal, veteran leader of the commumst 
movement in Pun Jab and member of the Punjab state secretanat 

Comrade Ganesh Ghosh, veteran revolutionary and freedom 
fighter and former member of the West Bengal State Committee 
of the CPI(M). 

Comrade Dalip Singh Tapiala, a prominent leader of the 
communist movement in Punjab and member of the Punjab state 
secretariat of the CPI(M). 

Comrade Sobel Singh, editor of the Party weekly in Punjabi, 
Lok Lahar, and member of the Punjab State Committee. 

Comrade T. Venkatapathy, veteran communist leader of 
Andhra Pradesh, secretary of the Guntur district committee and 
secretariat member of the CPI(M) in Andhra Pradesh. 

Comrade M. Suryavathi, a veteran leader of the commumst 
movement in Andhra, a founder of the Mahila Sangham m the 
state and member of the Andhra Pradesh State Committee. 

Comrade Bhag Singh Saijan, member of the PunJab State 
Committee. 
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Comrade Govind Prasad, prominent kisan leader and 
secretary of the Nalanda district committee of the CPI(M) in 
Bihar who was killed in police firing. 

Comrade Sukumar Sengupta, veteran revolutionary and 
freedom fighter, secretary of the Midnapore district committee 
and member of the West Bengal State Committee. 

Comrade Hara Nath Chandra, member of the West Bengal 
State Committee. 

Comrade Kshiti Burman, prominent trade union leader of 
West Bengal, secretary of the South 24 Parganas district 
committee of the CPI(M) and member of the West Bengal State 
Committee. 

Comrade Kattayikonam V. Sreedhar, veteran freedom 
fighter, former secretary of the Trivandrum district committee 
and member of the Kerala State Committee. 

Comrade Bijoy Modak, veteran freedom fighter and 
communist organiser, secretary of the Hooghly district committee 
and member of the West Bengal State Committee. 

Comrade Niruben Patel, prominent leader of the communist 
movement and women's movement in Gujarat, state general 
secretary of AIDW A, chairman of the Bhavnagar Municipal 
Corporat10n and state secretariat member of the CPI(M) m 
Gujarat. 

Comrade M. Jinadevan, member of the Kerala State 
Committee of the CPI(M). 

Comrade R. Krishnan, member of the Kerala State 
Committee of the CPI(M). 

Comrade Uddaraju Ramam, veteran communist and kisan 
leader and former member of the state secretariat of the CPI(M) 
in Andhra Pradesh. 

Comrade Gopen Roy, veteran leader of the communist 
movement in Assam, member of the state secretariat of the 
CPI(M). 

Comrade Surendra Bisoi, member of the Orissa State 
Committee of the CPl(M). 

Comrade M. Ramakrishna Rao, member of Andhra Pradesh 
State Committee of the CPI(M). 



452 Documents of The Communist Movement in India 

(viii) Intensify the Struggle Against Economic Policies 

For'nearly four years now, the Narasimha Rao Government has 
been pursuing economic policies which are detrimental to the 
country's economic sovereignty and the interests of the people 
The adoption of the IMP-World Bank structural adjustment 
policies and the GA IT terms have seriously eroded the country's 
efforts at self-reliant development, leading to the curtailment of . 
the public sector; the opening up of the economy to foreign 
capital in a big way and providing the Indian monopolists with a 
bonanza by deregulation and tax cuts. The landlords have also 
benefited from the new economic policies at the expense of the 
peasantry and agricultural labour. 

The high rate of inflation which has resulted in implementmg 
the policy has led to sharp price-rise and inflation remams at a 
double digit figures (well over 11 per cent this year). This has 
meant big increases in the price of food articles-which hits the 
poor most. The rise in prices of all essential commodities has 
become a source of constant suffering for the common people. 

Just when the rural and urban poor need cheap food the 
curtailment of the public distribution system and the successive 
increases in the price of wheat, rice and sugar through the ration 
shops have led to hunger and destitution particularly in tribal 
areas. 

The cuts in public investment and expenditure have led to 
serious attacks on the living standards of the people. Health, 
education, the public distribution system, and social welfare have 
all suffered grievously with these pro-market and anti-poor 
policies. 

The concessions to big business and foreign capital and their 
encroachment into the small-scale sector has led to widespread 
closure of small units resulting in a big loss of jobs. Even sm~l 
entrepreneurs are feeling its crunch. The privatisation dnve IS 

leading to the destruction of lakhs of jobs in the organised sec~or. 
The new economic policies are job-killing instead of generatmg 
employment. 

The opening up of the agriculture sector to the MNC's an~ ?1g 
business is leading to moves to formally dilute the land ceihng 
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legislation. Instead of implementing the ceiling measures, the 
trend is to scuttle them. Radical land reform is the only way that 
m1lhons of landless can be drawn into the productive process and 
the fetters on the productive forces broken. 

The handloom and powerloom workers have been severely 
affected by the rise in prices of yarn and other raw materials 
because of the liberalisation. Women workers who are in the 
unorganised sector have been affected badly by displacement of 
jobs. The livelihood of tens of thosuands of fishermen and 
women have been threatened by the introduction of deep sea 
trawlers by the MNCs. 

The economic policies are hence leading to an all round attack 
on the potential for a self-reliant, independent path of 
development. The CPI(M) calls for the defence of the public 
sector, raising resources by increasing taxes on the rich and 
curbing tax evasion; expanding state investment and expenditure 
in infrastructure and social welfare sectors; the formulation of a 
foreign investment policy in accordance with national priorities 
and essential high technology; the urgent implementation of land 
reforms and minimum wage guarantees for agricultural labour 
through a central legislation; expansion of public distribution 
system with supply of 14 essential commodities; more 
expenditure on public education and public health systems and 
decentralisation of powers to the states and to local bodies. 

In the last four years, a countrywide movement has been built 
up against the economic policies with four notable general strikes 
and innumerable local struggles by working class in different 
sectors. The civil disobedience movement conducted by the Left 
Parties also provided a big fillip to the opposition to these 
policies. The Left Parties and the National Platform of Mass 
Organisations have made a big contribution to developing this 
popular resistance which has resulted in the growing isolation of 
the Congress(!). The defeat of the Congress(!) in the recent 
assembly elections is reflection of this discontent. 

The Fifteenth Congress calls upon the entire Party to gear up to 
intensify the movement against the economic policies. From the 
grass-roots to the all India level, on every attack and adverse 
impact on the working people, the Party should take the lead in 
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mobilising people for struggles. In each sector of the economy 
and industry, united struggles should be taken up to fight back the 
policies. Special efforts must be made to draw in the mass of 
agricultural workers and peasantry into the common movement 
The struggles for land and better wages for the agricultural 
workers 1s a11 the more crucial today as the i;ural poor are bearing 
the brunt of the new economic policies. The CPl(M) and the Left 
Parties must take steps to intensify the countrywide resistance 
movement and take the lead in uniting the Left forces in 1omt 
struggles. Our independent activity must be able to forge the 
broadest unity of patriotic democratic forces and rally the1r 
following behind the bourgeois parties in the struggle in defence 
of our economic and political sovereignty. The policies of the 
Rao Government, harmful to the people and the country, must be 
halted and reversed. 

(ix) On SOth anniversary of Defeat of Fascism 

May 9, 1995 will be the 50th anniversary of the defeat of 
fascism in Europe. Fascism was the ugliest and most brutal form 
of imperialism. Nazism, the German version of fascism, was the 
most sinister and most destructive. In its 12 years rule in 
Germany, from 1933 to 1945, it not only almost completely 
destroyed Europe but in the end also destroyed Germany itself. In 
its short span of life covering a little more than a decade, it took 
millions of human lives and destroyed properties worth tnllions 
of dollars. It invented pseudo-scientific theories of racial 
superiority and in the most horrible fashion shaped up what Hitler 
termed as "final solution" of the Jewish problem in which more 
than five million Jews had perished. It had set up a chain of 
scores of concentration camps in Germany as well as in the ~st 
of occupied Europe where millions of Jews, Communists, gypsies 
and other political prisoners were inhumanly exterminated. 

Now-a-days, in different capitals of the imperialist world a 
carefully rehearsed propaganda campaign is going on that after 
50 years, it is time to heal the wounds and forget all about the 
concentration camps and holocaust as perpetrated by Hitler. Si~ce 
the world cannot forget fascism, constant attempts are being 
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made to make the world forget that, after all, fascism was the 
ugliest form of imperialism. It was German monopoly finance 
capital like Krupps, Thyssen, etc., and the most influential part of 
the Wermacht, aided and abetted by Anglo-French-U.S. imperia
lism, that brought Hitler to power. 

Having occupied the whole of contmental Europe on June 22, 
1941 Hitler attacked the Soviet Union. It was the first socialist 
state, the Soviet Union, under the leadership of the Communist 
Party and Comrade Stalin, which organised the entire Soviet 
people who confronted the Hitlerite hordes. It is true that on 
May 9, 1945, the remnants of the German Wermacht surrendered 
to the military leaders of the Allied and Soviet Armies. It is truer 
still that the chapter of defeat of the German army started bemg 
written in January-February, 1943 in the rumed city of 
Stalingrad. Between 1943 and 1945, 1t was the relentless 
counter-offensive of the Soviet Red Army that sma~hed and 
crushed the Hitlerite hordes. The Anglo-American openmg of the 
second front only supplemented this effort. The partisan war 
waged by the guernlla forces in occupied Eastern Europe 
constitutes a heroic chapter of the anti-Fascist war. Similarly, the 
struggle waged in Chma, Vietnam and Korea helped the fight 
agamst Japanese fascism. 

The victory over fascism had far reaching international 
reverberations. In Eastern Europe socialist states were born. The 
peoples of the colonial world were galvanised into action and the 
process of liberation of the enslaved nations was set in motion. 
Mass upsurges took place in country after country, including 
India. Reinforced by this spectacular victory, the Chme-,e people 
intensified their own revolution and by October J 949, captured 
power. A socialist camp was born and the colonial world 
ultimately became free. The victory over f ~cism thus changed 
the political contours of the whole world. 

In spite of the destruction of Nazism in Europe, it will be a 
cardinal mistake to think that fascism, as the ughe~t form of 
imperialism, will never reappear. Already, there are ~igns of 
resurgence of neo-fascist groups not only in Germany but ul'o 
throughout Europe. One should not forget that it wus the 
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economic crash of 1929 and the ensuing crisis of capttahsm on a 
world scale that gave birth to Nazism enabling 1t to capture 
power. The ongoing crisis today in all the capitalist countnes, the 
unemployment, joblessness, homelessness, are agam makmg the 
people restive. This is the fertile ground on which fascism 
thrives. It will, therefore, be a grievous mistake not to go on 
reminding the people about the scourge of fascism and what 
crimes fascism committed against humanity. 

The l 5th Congress of the CPI(M) calls upon all the Party umts 
and members to go amongst the people, educate them about the 
real source and face of fascism. To educate the people about 
fascism is one of the anti-imperialist tasks today. 

(x) In Solidarity with Tripura Left Front Government 
The 15th Congress of the CPl(M) greets the Left Front 

Government of Tripura which has been functioning for the past 
two years after winning a big majority in the Apnl 1993 
assembly elections. The Left Front Government is working under 
the most difficult circumstances due to the gross discrimination 
displayed by the central government towards it and the open 
encouragement given by the Congress(l)-TUJS to the extremist 
groups and efforts to disturb tribal-non-tribal unity. 

The Left Front Government at the start of its tenure had given 
a call to the misguided tribal youth to give up arms and return to 
normal life. As a result, up to March 1995, 2,465 persons 
belonging to different extremist groups including the A TTF had 
surrendered. The Left Front Government has promised to 
rehabilitate them as per the agreement with the A TTF but despite 
repeated requests the central government has provided only 
Rs. 2.38 crore for their rehabilitation. This is in stark contrast to 
the approach the centre had taken when 447 TNV extremists had 
surrendered under a treaty with the centre. An amount of more 
than Rs. 33 crore was granted for their rehabilitation. Similarly, 
the centre has provided much more funds to the Assam Govern
ment for the rehabilitation of surrendered ULFA elements. 

This discriminatory approach of the central government was 
seen earlier also when only a pittance was granted to the state 
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which was affected by devastating floods in 1993. Tnpura is a 
landlocked state bounded by Bangladesh on three sides with poor 
communications to the rest of the country. The central govern
ment has given no funds for extending the railway line up to 
Agartala and the total length of railways in the entire state is less 
than 40 kms. Even in the current Union railway budget, the 
legitimate claim of the state has been ignored. The centre is 
deliberately ignoring the urgent needs of Tripura' s economic 
development. It has done nothing for the utilisation of the big gas 
reserves tapped by the ONGC in the state. 

While all political efforts are being made to persuade tribal 
extremist groups to give up violence, the Left Front Government 
is taking steps to deal with terroristic activities, kidnappings and 
extortions. This requires adequate para-military forces, especially 
since some of these groups operate by taking shelter from across 
the border. It is shocking that the centre, instead of augmenting 
the para-military forces ex1stmg during the Congress(l)-TUJS 
coalition, has systematically withdrawn the forces deployed m the 
past two years. The Assam Rifles who are effective in hilly 
terrain is no more available for the state government to deploy; 
the BSF battalions have been drastically reduced. The centre is 
also not sanctioning the raising of two more armed police 
battalions by the state nor has it given the funds for modernising 
the state police. This deliberate withdrawal must be seen in the 
context of Congress(l)-TUJS vocally raising the law and order 
question, criticising the state government for not providmg 
security to the citizens and demanding that Tripura be declared a 
disturbed area. The central government's action is, hence, 
politically motivated. 

The manner in which the present Governor was appoihted, and 
his negative and partisan approach to the state government has 
encouraged the opposition to adopt disruptive tactics. The Party 
Congress demands his withdrawal from the post. 

The Congress(l)-TUJS combine has embarked on the 
dangerous game of sponsoring and aiding some of the extremist 
groups who are attacking the CPI(M) cadres and workers. Scores 
of Party workers have been killed by these groups in the recent 
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period. Simultaneously, the Congress(!) is active m wh1ppmg up 
anti-tribal feelings and rousing Bengali chauvm1sm while the 
TUJS encourages tribal separatism. The CPl(M) and the Left 
Front has been playing a commendable role m mobihsmg the 
people of both communities to foil such nefarious designs and 
maintain unity. 

The l 5th Congress of the CPl(M) demands that the central 
government immediately release funds to the state government to 
meet the reqmrements for the rehabllitation of the surrendered 
tribal militants. It also demands that central government place 
sufficient para-military forces at the disposal of the state 
government for deployment to curb and check extremist 
activities. The Centre must sanction the funds for augmenting and 
modernising the state police. The 15th Congress strongly 
condemns the d1srupt1ve Congress(l)-TUJS efforts to heighten 
ethnic tensions and divide the people. The 15th Congress 
expresses its full solidarity with the Left Front Government of 
Tripura in its efforts to fulfil its promises to meet the aspJTa
tions of the common people and to preserve tribal and non
tribal unity. 

(x1) Launch All-Sided Struggle Against Communalism 
The Fifteenth Congress expresses its firm resolve to combat 

communalism and the mixing of religion and politics by the 
RSS-VHP-BJP-Shiv Sena combine. Ever since the communal 
forces began using the Ayodhya dispute to mobilise people for 
their political aims, the communal tensions and violence 
increased posing a threat to national unity. This culminated in the 
shameful episode of the Babri Masjid demolition and the 
consequent nots which engulfed many parts of the country· 

Today, these forces are still active. The VHP with the full 
backing of the RSS, has launched an agitation for the demoliu~n 
of the Gyan Vapi mosque in Varanasi and the mosque m 
Mathura. In both these cases, the same political tactic of m1susmg 
religion to fan communal feelings is being adopted. The Places of 
w_ orsh1p Act enacted in Parliament prohibits the raising of 
disputes about rehgious places and protects the status quo, as on 
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15 August, 194 7. The game of the majority communahsts to 
evoke alleged histoncal wrongs as a justification for 
communahsmg Indian politics must be exposed and firmly 
rebuffed. 

The RSS led combine wants the establishment of a Hindu 
Rashtra. Hmdutva is a platform which is inherently anti-secular 
and inimical to the mmoritles, and attacks the class umty essential 
for fighting class exploitation. The Hindu communalists want to 
destroy secularism, and in the process they are endangering the 
very umty of the country. 

The recent elections have resulted in a Shiv Sena-BJP 
Government in Maharashtra and a BJP Government in Gujarat. 
The coming to office of parties with an open communal platform 
in the two industriahsed states of Western India provides these 
forces with an opportunity to renew the communal offensive. 

The Congress strongly condemns the call of Bal Thackeray, 
the Shiv Sena chief, who has given an ultimatum to throw out 
"Bangladesh1s" and "Pakistanis', which 1s directed at the muslim 
minorities and 1s a grave provocation. The Shiv Sena also has 
declared its resolve to introduce work permits for "outsiders" 
commg to Bombay. The entire country should rise to prevent this 
sort of mischief seeking to divide the Indian people on religious 
and linguistic lines. Free movement and right of residence in any 
part of the country is a fundamental right of all Indian citizens. 

The Congress notes the dismal record of the Rao Government 
in defending secularism and upholding the rule of law. Its 
dubious role in the events leading to 6 December 1992 and its 
subsequent conduct show its compromising role in the face of the 
communal challenge. A party and government which sponsors a 
trust set up by Shankaracharyas for building the temple at the 
disputed site at Ayodhya cannot be considered a rehable defender 
of secularism. The Supreme Court has rightly rejected the 
reference by the government to go into the question of what 
existed at the site at Ayodhya more than four hundred and fifty 
years ago. 

The Congress calls upon the central government tn 
immediately invoke Article 138(2) of the Con'it1tut1on ond l't'l~r 
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all pending cases to the Supreme Court for a full judicial verdict. 
Even after the Supreme Court verdict that secularism is a basic 
feature of the Constitution, the central government has not 
pushed through a legislation prohibiting the mixing of religion 
and politics in the electoral process. 

The RSS-BJP combine is active in many spheres to inject the 
communal ideology and to divert the people's discontent into 
disurptive channels. The experience of BJP rule in the northern 
states showed how in education and culture, the communal 
ideology was systematically introduced. The Party Congress calls 
for a sustained campaign to concretely counter the all communal 
ideologies and present the secular and democratic alternative in 
all spheres, political, social, ideological and cultural. All demo
cratic and secular forces must be rallied to undertake this task. 

The Fifteenth Congress opposes all forms of communalism 
which are detrimental to a secular polity. Minority communalism 
and the growth of fundamentalism is inimical to the genuine 
intersts of the minorities. The minority communalists seek to 
prevent the Muslim masses from joining the common movement 
in defence of secularism and democratic rights. It upholds 
obscurantist and outdated social values which denies equality to 

women and help the growth of majority communalism. The 
CPl(M) will oppose separatist trends among minorities, and work 
to develop the common movement to defend the legitimate rights 
of the minorities. 

The BJP hopes to come to power in Delhi on a Hindutva 
platform utilising the discontent of the people against the 
Congress policies. The recent elections have shown that where 
there is an effective secular alternative and unity of Left and 
secular forces, the BJP can be isolated and defeated. The 
Congress calls upon all the patriotic and secular opposition forces 
to draw proper lessons from these results and present an effective 
alternative before the people so that the communal politics of the 
BJP is defeated and the compromising role of the Congress(I) 
thwarted. · 

The proud heritage of India as a country with a compos~te 
culture and of the common people of diverse religions and social 
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traditions living in harmony, should be preserved and maintained. 
The people of all communities must be mobilised by rousing their 
patriotic sentiments to defend the secular way of hfe. The 
Congress calls for a sustained and all sided struggle to foil the 
designs of the communalists and to defend secularism and 
national unity. 

(xii) On 125th Anniversary of Lenin's Birth 
The t 5th Congress of the CPl(M) calls upon the entire Party to 

observe, in a befitting manner, the 125th anniversary of Lenm's 
Birthday during the year beginning with his birthday on 22nd 
April. Lenin' s teachings are of historic significance and of 
relevance today. 

Carrying forward the banner of Marxism he developed and 
enriched 1t in the context of new developments in a most creative 
and scientific manner. On the basis of his profound analysis of 
imperialism he elucidated the entire perspective of revolutionary 
struggle in the modem epoch. Lenin' s theoretical works with 
their broad sweep covering every aspect of human activity and 
knowledge constitute a vast treasure house for all revolutionaries. 

Lenm will always be remembered as the most outstanding 
revolutionary who led to success the great October Socialist 
Revolution which marked a new stage in world history signifying 
the advent of the proletariat as the leader of modem society and 
all mankind. 

Lenin's invaluable contribution for the building of the socialist 
state and society led by the working class in the Soviet Union has 
great relevance for all Communists struggling for sociafo.t 
transformation. 

Lenin was the embodiment of the spirit of proletarian 
internationalism and his contribution to the development and 
advance of the international Communist movement is of epochal 
significance. It was under his leadership and guidance that the 
Communist Intemat1onal was founded leading, in the following 
years, to the establishment and strengthening of Communist 
Parties throughout the world. 
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Lemn, with his deep grasp of the revolutionary process based 
on scientific application of Marxism to the concrete conditions of 
revolutionary struggle, elaborated and greatly ennched the 
strategy and tactics of the Communist movement m the world and 
in many countries. 

Lenm's profound analysis of the significance and content of 
the anti-imperialist struggle of the oppressed nations and peoples 
of the world and the lmk between the anti-colonial and 
proletarian struggles provided the insp1ration and guidance for 
the mighty advance and successes of the liberation struggles. 

Lemn 's path-breakmg leadership and guidance to the task of 
buildmg revolutionary working class parties, as an essential 
prerequisite for the advance and success in the revolutionary 
struggle and his elaborat10n of the basic organisational principle 
of the Communist Parties have historic significance and vahd1ty. 

The 15th Congress exhorts upon the Party to observe the 
anniversary in an effective manner with the purpose of educatmg 
and re-educatmg the entire Party on the basic and essential 
teachings of Marxism-Lenmism so that the CPI(M) gets 
ideologically, politically and organisationally more united, 
stronger and more steeled in mass struggles and is able to 
perform its historic role as the revolutionary vanguard of the 
toilmg people of India. 

(xiii) On Solidarity with Cuba 
The 15th Congress of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) 

reaffirms its firm resolve to strengthen solidarity with the 
courageous people of Cuba and their inspiring struggle to 
safeguard socialism under the leadership of the Communist Party 
of Cuba led by Fidel Castro; 

condemns unequivocally U.S. imperialism's continued 
defiance of world public opmion and its imposition of the 
criminal economic blockade of Cuba; 

notes with satisfaction that despite U.S. pressures, many 
countries have established economic relations with Cuba; 

salutes socialist Cuba for maintaining its social secunty 
network and unparalleled achievements in the fields of health, 



Resolutions Adopted by The l 5th Congress . . . . 463 

educatton and basic human rights notwithstandmg the severe 
economic hardships resultmg from U.S. imperialist depreda
tions; 

resolves to further strengthen the solidarity movement in 
India and the Asia Pacific region with the valiant people of 
Cuba and to be m the forefront of collecting further material 
contribution; 

calls upon the Party ranks and the Indian people to rise in 
defence of Cuba's struggle under the slogan 'Socialism or 
Death'; 

extends its unflinchmg solidarity to the brave people of 
Cuba who are carrying out one of the most inspiring fights 
against U.S. 1mpenahsm at a hands throw from its shores. The 
Congress sends its warmest greetmgs to the people of Cuba 
and its leader Comrade Fidel Castro. 
At a time when the entire world is facing the brunt of 

heightened U.S. imperialist offensive, this tiny socialist country, 
the only one m the western hemisphere, stands like a rock of 
strength. It has refused to fall in line with the dictates of the USA, 
despite the wholly illeg1t1mate and criminal blockade for the last 
three decades As a result of this struggle, there is a growing 
realisation the world over that the U.S. blockade which is nothing 
short of an economic war violates the essence of freedom and 
national sovereignty. 

The outright rejection by the U.S. to the repeated UN 
resolutions demandmg the withdrawal of the blockade betrays its 
double standards with regard to the implementation of UN 
resolutions. It is s1gmficant that Israel was the only country 
which voted in favour of the U.S. blockade following the latest 
discussion. Leave alone lifting the blockade, the U.S. Senate 
wants to further tighten it. It is repulsive that a nation of over 
ten million people, including children, women, infirm and old, 
are made to suffer through the blockade. 

The biockade is being perpetrated by the USA as the Cuban 
people chose "Socialism or Death". This choice is not accidental, 
as Socialism in Cuba has become synonymous with equality and 
freedom from all forms of exploitation and discrimination. 
Cuba's achievements in the sphere of health, education and social 
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security equals or surpasses the most advanced industrialised 
countries. It has no parallels in the developing world. The 
Congress notes with satisfaction that the people of Cuba stand 
firmly with the revolutionary leadership of Cuba, its leader 
Comrade Fidel Castro and their resolve to defend socialism at 
any cost. It looks forward to the positive result of the reforms 
being carried out in various spheres and sectors to strengthen 
socialism by eradicating shortcomings, mistakes and 
inadequacies, while at the same time concretely taking into 
account the changed international situation. 

The l Sth Congress recalls the significant achievements of the 
National Committee for solidarity with Cuba (NCSC) in building 
a broad-based the solidarity movement in India and resolves to 
help the NCSC further strengthen these activities in the coming 
days. The Party Congress caJls upon all Party units, members and 
sympathisers as well as the Party members in different class and 
mass organisations to resolve firmly to take up this as a very 
important internationalist task of our Party. This is not just a help 
to Cuba and in defence of socialism, but a major contribution to 
our own self-education on the anti-imperialist tasks of our 
movement at this historical juncture. 

The NCSC has decided to mobilize finances to ship another 
consignment of detergents, which would be of great utility to the 
Cuban comrades. The 15th Congress calls upon all progressive 
and peace loving people of India to contribute to this effort. The 
15th Congress of CPI(M) calls upon the Government of India to 
firmly stand by Cuba a frontline state of the non-aligned 
movement at its moment of trial. 

(xiv) Solidarity with Korean People's Struggle 
The Fifteenth Congress of the Communist Party of India 

(Marxist): 

reaffirms its solidarity with the Democratic Peopl_e's 
Republic of Korea in its struggle for the peaceful reunification 
of the Korean people and nation whose division continues to 
be perpetuated by U.S. imperialism; 



Resolutions Adopted by The 15th Congress . . . . 465 

condemns U.S. imperialism's latest manoeuvres utilising 
the so-called nuclear technology issue to mount pressures on 
the DPRK and generate tension in the region; 

notes with sattsfaction that the firm stand taken by DPRK 
has forced U.S. imperialism to come to a mutually negotiated 
agreement; 

expresses concern at the recent U.S. attempts to subvert the 
negotiated settlement and escalate tensions once again; 

resolves to further strengthen the solidarity with the Korean 
people under the leadership of the Workers Party of Korea in 
their struggles against U.S. imperialism and in defence of 
socialist DPRK. 



Report of The Credentials 
Committee* 

Placed Before and Adopted by The 15th Congress 
of The CPl(M) Held in Chandigarh on April 3-8, 1995 

The report of the Credentials Committee of the 15th Congress of 
the CPl(M) is being submitted herewith for adoption. 

The Credentials Committee was informed by the CC Office 
that the total number of delegates and observers as decided by the 
CC were 660 and 60 respectively. Two members of the CC, 
Nripen Chakraborty and Dasharath Deb could not attend the 
Congress due to illness. Three delegates, two from Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands and one from Maharashtra, and three observers, 
one from Andaman and Nicobar Islands, one from Uttar Pradesh 
and one from the CC staff also were absent in the Congress. In all 
655 Delegates and 57 observers attended the -Congress and the 
Credentials Committee received the credential forms of all of 
them. Their state-wise distribution is given in Table-I. 

Distribution of major characteristics of the delegates and 
observers as revealed in the credentials forms are presented m the 
tables enclosed, which forms a part of this report. For some of the 
tables, the data is presented according to broad regional 
groupings, viz., West Bengal (WB), Kerala (KER), Hmdt
speaking states (HSS) comprising UP, Bihar, MP, Delht, 
Himachal Pradesh, Haryana and Rajasthan, other southern ~tates 
(OSS) comprising Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Kamataka, Goa 
and Andamans, other eastern states (OES) comprising Onssa. 
Assa~, . Sikkim, Tripura and Manipur, other northern . states 
coi:npns1~g- Maharashtra, Gujarat, Punjab, Jammu-Kashmtr, CC 
units, Bntam, Canada, Central Committee members are treated as 
a separate category (CC). 

*Pubhshed m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Dcllu, Apnl 23, 1995 
Also pubhshed m December 1995 m the comp1la11on of all Documents of the 

15th Congress of the CPI(M) Table .No IX to Table No. XV are taken from the 
compllauon of Documents of the l 5th Congress pubhshed m December 1995 



Report of The Credentials Committee 467 

Amritendu Mukherjee of West Bengal (86 years and 6 months) 
1s the oldest delegate followed by EMS Namboodiripad (86 years 
and 1 month). Oldest observer is P. Govinda Pillai of Kerala 
(69 years 1 month). Surya Pradhan of Sikkim (22 ye~s 6 m~nt~s) 
is the youngest delegate and Tek Bahadur Chhetn of S1kk1m 
(23 years 2 months) is the youngest observer. Average age of 
delegates is 52 years 6 months. 

Choudhuri Tejeswar Rao of Andhra Pradesh has the longest 
jail hfe (13 years 10 months 2 weeks) among the delegates. 
Ahilya Rangnekar (CC Member) has the longest jail life 
(10 years) among the female delegates. P. K. Chandranandan of 
Kerala has the longest underground life (13 years) among the 
delegates and Swarajyam of Andhra Pradesh has the longest 
underground life (7 years) among the female delegates. 

Mahadev Saha of CC Unit enjoys the longest party life (since 
1932) amongst the delegates. 

EMS Namboodiripad and L. B. Gangadhar Rao have attended 
all the 15 Party Congresses. 

Alongwith this report, the Credentials Committee would like to 
point out some of the weaknesses in filhng up of the credentials 
forms by many comrades. Many comrades have not properly 
filled in the credentials forms in respect of state, delegate/ 
observer, age, date of birth, monthly income, year of joining the 
Party, status, etc., mam responsibilities, highest status, etc. Some 
of the comrades have made multiple entries in "Front currently 
working in" though the indication of main front only was asked 
for. To avoid such inconvenience, the leaders of the delegations 
from states and of CC umts should take care to see that all the 
forms are duly filled in before submission of the same to the 
Credentials Committee. 

We also wish to place before the Central Committee the 
following recommendations regarding the credentials form for 
their consideration: 

(a) The head "Current Occupation" be renamed as "Profes
sional Background" and the item "wholetimer" be deleted. 

(b) The form be.ai:nended in such a manner that the particulars 
of comrades, who JOmed the CPI in 1964 and afterwards joined 
our Party can be properly taken into account. 

(c) Part 2 of Party life, i.e., age groupings be deleted. 
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(d) An additional item of '9. Direct through Party' be included 
under the head 'Entry into Party Through". 

(e) Additional items of Central Control Commission and State 
Control Commission be included under 'Status m Party 
Organisation". 

(t) Item "7. Any Others (Specify)" be deleted from the head 
"State Elected Position Held Currently". 

Finally, we would like to extend our sincere thanks to 
Comrades Muralidharan, K. Sankaran, Aniruddha M01tra and 
Malini Chatterjee for their untirmg service in preparing this 
report. 

Signed by: 
CHITTABRATA MAJUMDAR, V. V. DAKSHINA MURTY, 
G. RAMAKRISHNAN (Convenor) 

Members of the Credentials Committee 

TABLE I 
Distribution of Delegates for 15th Congress 

Gender 
Female Male Count 

Andhra Pradesh 2 30 32 
Assam l 15 16 
B1har l 19 20 
cc 4 54 58 
CC Units 2 28 30 
Delhi 1 4 5 
Goa 0 l 1 
Gujarat 0 3 3 
Haryana ·O 5 5 
H1machal Pradesh 0 5 5 
Jammu & Kashmir 0 5 5 
Kamataka l 7 8 
Kerala 8 157 165 
Madhya Pradesh 0 5 5 
Maharashtra l 9 JO 
Mampur 0 2 2 
Onssa 0 7 7 
Punpb 1 19 20 
RaJasthan 0 7 7 
S1kk1m 0 I I 
Tatrul Nadu 2 43 45 
Tnpura l 22 23 
Uttar Pradesh 0 12 12 
West Bengal 14 156 170 

Count 39 616 655 
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TABLE Il 

Distribution of Observers for 15th Cong~ 

Female Male Count 

Andhra Pradesh 0 4 4 

Assam 0 2 2 

Bthar I 3 4 

CC Umts I 9 lO 

Delhi 0 2 2 

Gujarat 0 2 2 

Haryana 1 1 2 

H1machal Pradesh 0 2 2 

Jammu & Kashmir 0 1 1 

Kamataka 0 2 2 

Kerala 1 1 2 
Madhya Pradesh 0 4 4 
Maharashtra 0 4 4 

Onssa 0 2 2 
Punjab 0 3 3 
Rajasthan I 1 2 
S1kk1m 0 1 I 
Tarml Nadu 1 I 2 
Tnpura 0 2 2 
Uttar Pradesh 0 2 2 
West Bengal 0 2 2 

Count 6 51 57 

TABLE III 
Age Distribution by Regional Groups 

Region 

Age Group cc HSS KER OES ONS oss WB Count 

30-40 1 15 30 5 21 23 11 106 
40-50 7 26 58 25 24 35 52 227 
50-60 10 23 40 15 23 14 57 182 
60-70 16 10 28 7 13 15 35 124 
70-80 19 2 7 2 3 5 13 51 
Above80 4 0 1 0 0 0 4 9 
Below 30 0 1 3 2 3 2 0 11 

Not reported 1 0 .0 0 1 0 0 2 

Count 58 77 167 56 88 94 172 712 
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TABLE IV 

Distribution of Education Status 

Class X Matnc 
Graduate 
Intermed1ate/Pre-Degree/H1gher Secondary/ITI 
No formal schoohng 
Post-Graduate 
Up to Elementary Stage (Class VIII) 
Up to Primary School (Class V) 

Count 

TABLE V 

Marital Status 

Total Delegates 

Married 
Unmamed 

Count 

TABLE VI 

Monthly Income 

639 
71 

710 

Total Delegates 

Income 
1,000-2,000 
2,000-5,000 
500-1,000 
5000 and above 
Less than 500 
Not reported 

Count 

259 
112 
195 
6.4 
19 
63 

712 

117 
231 
129 

2 
166 
46 
20 

711 
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TABLE VII 
Duration of Underground Experience 

Total Delegates 

I. No Expenence 396 
2. Less than 2 months 31 
3. 2-6 months 52 
4. 6-12 months 32 
5. 1-2 years 94 
6. 2-5 years 65 
7. 5-10 years 26 
8. Above I 0 years 5 

Count 701 

TABLE VIII 
Duration of Jail Experience 

Total Delegates 

I. No Expenence 221 
2. Less than 2 months 175 
3. 2-6 months 93 
4. 6-12 months 26 
5. 1-2 years 73 
6. 2-5 years 80 
7 5-10 years 32 
8 Above I 0 years 9 

Count 709 

TABLE IX 
Class Origin by Regional Groups 

Region Count cc HSS KER OES ONS oss WB Total 

Agncultural Labour 2 2 9 0 5 6 0 24 
Bourgeois 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Middle Class 28 22 24 25 42 30 134 305 
Middle Peasant 5 21 53 11 11 13 9 123 
Petty Bourgeois (other 
than Salaned or 
Profess10nal Strata 3 1 1 2 3 1 4 15 

Poor Peasant 4 15 33 12 17 17 10 108 
Rich Peasant 2 3 5 2 2 3 3 20 
Working Class 6 10 40 2 6 13 6 83 

Count 57 77 167 56 88 94 172 711 
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TABLE X 

Distribution by Current Profession 

Total Delegates 

Current Profess10n 

College Teacher 16 
Engmeerffechmc1an 4 
Lawyer II 
Medical Practitioner 
Middle Peasant 7 
Office Employee 25 
Others 17 
Poor Peasant 4 
School Teacher 17 
Wholetimer 604 
Worker 6 

Count 712 

TABLE XI 

Distribution of Currently Working Front 

Total Delegates 

Current Profession 

Agricultural Labour 42 
Cultural II 
Kishan Sabha 93 
Middle Class Employees 13 
Others 33 
Party Organisation 296 
Student 10 
Trade Union 143 
Women's 37 
Youth 27 

Count 705 

Total 

Total 

16 
4 

II 
I 
7 

25 
17 
4 

17 
604 

6 

712 

42 
II 
93 
13 
33 

296 
JO 

143 
37 
27 

705 
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TABLE XII 

Party C~ Attended 

Region 

Of party congress cc HSS KER OES ONS OSS WB Total 
attend 

1 0 3 3 0 3 11 
1 0 25 42 10 26 39 IS 151 
2 0 II 26 II 22 10 35 115 
3 I 13 22 9 15 14 23 97 
4 I 13 16 8 11 10 36 95 
5 8 8 19 6 5 6 18 70 
6 6 3 JO 5 2 4 13 43 
7 4 I 7 3 l 3 ll 30 
8 9 2 II 0 2 12 37 
9 2 I 4 2 12 JO JO 0 I I 0 l 0 13 II I 0 2 0 0 2 2 7 12 5 0 2 0 2 2 12 13 I 0 2 0 0 0 I 4 14 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 15 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Total 58 77 167 56 88 94 172 712 

TABLE xm 
Distribution by Party Organisational Status 

Total Delega1u 

Organ1sat1on 
Total 

Branch 
Central Committee 56 56 
Drstnct Committee 58 58 
local Committee 2fJ7 2fJ7 
State Committee 4 4 
ZonaV Area Committee 379 379 

Total s s 
1(1) 1(1) 
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Dunng which penod 

After 1977 
After 1982 
Before 1942 
Before 1947 
Before 1964 
Before 1970 
Before 1977 
Not Reported 

Total 

TABLE XIV 

Period of Entry into Party 

cc 

0 
0 

19 
9 

14 
5 
4 
7 

58 

Region 

HSS KER OES ONS 

25 14 4 
5 4 2 
0 4 0 
3 5 3 

13 48 11 
12 32 20 
19 43 16 
0 17 0 

77 167 56 

TABLE XV 

Number of Wholetimers 

Total Delegates 

20 
JI 
I 
2 

11 
13 
25 

5 

88 

Are you a wholetimer? 

No 
Yes 

Total 

oss WB Total 

22 II 96 
5 3 30 
I 9 34 
9 6 37 

15 73 185 
14 44 140 
27 25 159 
0 0 29 

93 171 710 

Total 

91 
620 

712 

91 
620 

712 



~ 
Greetings from Fraternal Parties 
Sent to the 15th Congress of The CPI(M) 
Held in Chandigarh on April 3-8, 1995* 

(a) GREETINGS FROM CPI 

Dear Comrades of the Presidmm, dear delegates to the l 5th 
Congress of the CPl(M), esteemed guests from fraternal 
Communi~t and Workers' Partie<> ! 

On behalf of the Communi~t Party of India and on my own 
behalf, I brmg you warm comradely greetmgs. I wish this Congress 
great success. Our greetings 1s not somethmg formal and routine, 
but a genuine expression of our smcere feelmgs 

Comrades, the General Secretary of your Party Comrade 
H.S. Surjeet was present at the mauguration of the 15th Congress 
of the CPI in Hyderabad in Apnl 1992. Such fraternal exchanges 
give us a better opportunity to understand each other and to 
strengthen our relationship. I hope this tradition will be mamtained 
and contmued in the context of the I 6th Congre!'.s of the CPI to be 
held m New Delhi next October. 

Comrades, the international situation today is indeed a 
challengmg one. Smee the collapse of the Soviet Union and the 
socialist regimes in Eastern Europe, the impena)i<;t circles and the 
ideologues of the bourgeoisie have unleashed a worldwide tirade 
against Marxism and socialism. They pronounced the death of 
socialism. They questioned the relevance of Marxism. They 
confidently declared that there was no future for the Communists. 

But Comrades, the developments taking place in different parts 
of the world prove the invinc1b11ity of Marxist thought and Its 

*Published m the cornp1la11on of all Documents of the I 5th Congress of the CPl(M) 
m December 1995. 
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sc1ent1fic principles. The new world order which is ~ought to be 
imposed by the onslaught of finance capital can never provide 
solutions to the basic problems of mankind. History cannot be 
turned back. Capitalism can never be an eternal '>y~tem It 1s a 
transitory phase in the social development of mankind Socialism 
holds the key to the future. 

We firmly believe m the fmal victory of socialism. It all depends 
upon our capacity to apply the teachings of Marx1sm-Lenm1sm to 
the specific charactenstics of every country including our own 

The nat10nal situation is also very cntical. The country 1s at a 
crossroads. The new economic policies pursued by the Congress 
government at the centre in the name of development are sacnficmg 
our economic sovereignty to the interest~ of the multinationals 
They are having a.disastrous impact on the common people in the 
form of rampant inflat10n, unemployment, job-insecunty and 
corruption. A change of government at the centre has become 
imperative. 

The Congress party 1s in deep crisis. In this context, the R1ght1st 
and communal forces represented by the BJP are b1ddmg for power 
at the centre. 

At the same time, political awareness and social consc10usness 
among the backward and oppressed sections of society have greatly 
sharpened. 

The basic political situat10n and balance of political forces m 
the country is very volatile and fast changing. This demands the 
effective intervention of the Left, and particularly of the two 
Communist Parties, in the situation. 

We can, of course, claim that our two parties, along with other 
Left allies, have been play mg a not insignificant role m the struggle 
against communalism and the negative features of the new 
economic policies of the Congress government as well as in the 
struggle for democracy, social justice and human rights. 

The nationwide civil disobedience movement conducted last 
ye~r in defence of the country's economic sovereignty and self
~e hance was a major struggle led by the Left Parties after 
independence. Pnor to this, the joint mass rallies held by our two 
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parties m vanous states hacj a galvamsmg effect on the ma-.ses. 
The Commumst Party of India considers unity of action between 
our two parties as extremely vital and important, and correspond mg 
to th~ needs of the situation and the expectation of the masses. 
Nevertheless, it has to be admitted that our electoral performance 
m the eight states which have recently gone to the polls has been 
uneven and, on the whole, d1sappointmg. The basic cause for this 
is the weakness of the Party orgamsation in the states concerned 
and their failure to forge electoral adjustments with other 
democratic and secular forces. This has facilitated the victory of 
the Rightist communal parties in Western India, which is a matter 
of deep concern. 

Forging the unity of the Left, democratic and secular forces is 
indispensable for building a credible nat10nal alternative. In the 
coming penod, there should be more and more bilateral as well as 
multilateral talks among the Left Parties to iron out difference~. 
remove misunderstanding, and enhance the level of united actions 
with a common democratic programme. The jomt initiatives and 
efforts of the two Communist Parties have a dec1~1ve role to play 
in this development. 

Comrades, we, the Communists in India, faithful to the 
impenshable 1deolog1cal heritage of Marxism-Leninism, have a 
historic mission, just as Communists in other countnes. 

*A mission to put an end to economic exploitation, social 
opress1on, and social and cultural backwardness; 

*A mission to confront and overcome the 
communalism, casteism and obscurantism and 

' secularism; 

forces of 
to uphold 

*A mission to strengthen the democratic development of our 
country in the interests of the masses; 

*A mission to uphold democracy, human values, and social 
JUstice. 

To accomplish this historic m1ss1on, let us march forward 
together, with a more meaningful cooperation between our two 
parties. 
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Long Live the fraternal relations and unity of dctron of the 
Communi'>ts m India! 

(b) MESSAGE FROM CP NEPAL (UML) 

Warm greetings from Commum~t Party of Nepal (UML) and 
all working people of Nepal. Tearing off intrigue of monopoly 
capitalists and imperialists, conducting 1deolog1cal struggle 
against dogmatism and liqudationism with ftrm confidence m 
creatively utilising and developing Marxism, all labounng 
people of the world and their representatives, the Communists 
are again resurging. On such an auspic10us occasion the 
Communist Party of India (Marxist), the beloved Party of the 
working people of India 1s organi5mg its J 5th National Congress 
to which I do want to express greetings for the successful 
completion, at the begining. 

We, the Communists of Nepal respect the Communist as well 
as democratic movement of India, drawing msp1ration, and humbly 
learning from it. We have recognised your country, India, 1s an old 
country with enormous experience and yourselves as militant, 
matured and brilliant comrades. Hence, we have been learning 
from you since long, learning at the present and will be learning m 
future, too. In an International Conference' of Communists and 
workers m Calcutta in May 1993, the most popular personality of 
Nepalese history and peoples leader of our Party, Comrade Madan 
Bhandari had announced that the flag of world s working people 
would be hoisted at the highest peak of Mt. Everest, challenging 
the impenahsts. I would ask for your permission to state with pnde 
that we have hoisted the red flacr with hammer and sickle at the 

b 

summit of the world in our beautiful country, Nepal. 
Unfortunately, our beloved leader is no more with us to share 

the days of happiness and pride. Our beloved leader who was as 
dear as our own heart, was assassinated before two years m a 
mystery by the reactionaries. They had dreamt that the desire of 
imperialists would be fulfilled and the Communist movement m 
Nepal would face a setback. But the followers of Madan Bhandari 
and comrades have foiled their design. We have vowed to fight 
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b.ick imperialists, the enemy of the people and thetr stooge, unt1 I 
the l.ist drop of blood, preferring to bear death and never bow 
down We have tJ.ken an oath not to let the red flag fall down as 
long as we are altve. 

We hJ.ve been established as the largest party in the parliament 
despite all kinds of fraudulence, intrigue and booth capturing in 
the last midterm poll held m November 1994. Amid several social 
and political contradictions, we have fonned the government under 
the leader..,h1p of our Chairman, Comrades ManmohJ.n Adh1kari, 
as the largest Party, due to our work, skill and the efforts of patriots 
and true democrats of the country though we had not obtained a 
clear m.iJonty. 

There 1s a constitutional monarchical multi-party parhamentary 
system in our country. There has not been complete transformation 
in social, economic and political field,<,. But the Communist Party 
of Nepal (UML) has become successful in reaching to the 
government of the nation through peaceful political competition, 
even being repre,<,entat1ve of .ill rad1c.il forces and the Commum ... ts. 

Th1,<, even has rat,<,ed a cunou,<, que'>t1on and ,<,tarted a debate 
.imong,<,t contemporary poht1cal analysts m defmmg the even rn a 
Marxist approach. Now our simple conclu~1on state~ that the 
working class 1s in the government through the peaceful political 
compet1t10n for the first tune in the h14'tory of our country. The 
government of workmg people ha.<. shown a different characteristic 
than the previous government It bears the traits of ant1-feudahsm 
and antI-1mperialtsm. But this is not still a sociali,<,t or sociahst
onented government. This 1s a democratic government opposed 
to feudalism and imperiali.<.m. We had adopted 'People's Multt
Party Democracy' as our programme at the Fifth National Congress 
two years before. It has, all this time, been gmding our current 
struggk. Although, People's Multi-Party Democracy has not yet 
been achieved in our country, we have involved ourselves in 
skilfully running the government, providing help to the people 
through progressive reforms, uplifting the standard of living, 
promoting nationalism, developing democratic nght!o. of people. 

After having formed the government, there ha,<, been a slight 
shift in the form and level of class struggle. At present class struggle• 
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in our country has tdken the fonn of peaceful, legal and const1tut1onal 
struggle. The government is committed to fulf1ll the peoples 
demands in a gradual process. Therefore, the clJ~~ struggle 1s 
expressed m terms of the above mentioned mJJOr tJ~h Apart from 
that, our government has the support of a laiger section of people 
Becasue of this support, we were able to fonn the government despite 
being in a mmonty. There may be secret attempts to bnng down our 
government. But none of the attempts of the opponents will ~ucceed 
so long as the government works m favour of the people and nat10n 
and not committing crimes against the people. The inherent danger 
is w1htin ourselves, which are inefficiency, ignorance, mexpenence 
and weakness, rather than from outside. 

Dear Comrades, 
Now we are demanding assistance from the just-hvmg democratic 

and socialist poeple and nations to preserve the government of 
patriots, democrats and working people in our small but beautiful 
country. We are searching for our friends all over the world. Today 
we are in need of different kinds of cooperation. Your cooperat10n 
will keep the red flag over the summit of Mt. Everest unfurled, 
which will keep on inspiring the spirit of the Nepalese as well as 
people of the working class of the world. 

Comrades, 
I want to greet on behalf of the Nepalese Communists, ut1hsmg this 

auspicious occasion, our old but youthful and spinted Comrade SurJeet 
and all comrades through yourselves. Real friends provide cooperation 
at the time of need and share happiness. Comrade Surjeet has always 
raised our confidence, inspired us and has become a fnend to whom a 
Nepalese is never to be forgotten. I wi~h him healthier and longer hfe 
We, the Nepalese Communists, will take your side to make a new world 
without imperialism and reiterate our words to keep hoisted the red 
flag in the country of Mt. Everest. 

Long Live solidarity between the CPI(M) and CPN (UML)! 
Long Live Marxism-Leninism! 

Bamdev Gautam 
Deputy General Secretary 

CPN(UML) 
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(c) MESSAGE FROM RUSSIAN COMMUNIST PARTY 
The Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Ru~stan 

Feder.it1on cordially greets delegates to the l 5th Congre~s of the 
Communist Party of India (Marxist). 

India and Russia have always been connected by the ties of 
friend~hip and mutual solid.irtty. We are proud that thll Communists 
have contributed so much to the relation between the peoples of 
both the great nations. 

Our country is at a tragic crossro.ids now The present-day ruling 
regime is trying to push the peoples of Ru'>sia back to barbanc 
primitive capitalism by means of fraud and violence. 

Nevertheless, the resistance to the regime is becoming more 
and more active. 

The Communist Party of the Russian Federation considers its 
primary task now-a-days to attach to this resistance movement a 
concrete and clear character. 

Overcoming the difficult1e~ of proh1bit10ns, di<iper ... al and 
per~ecut1on, the Communt<;t Party of the Russian Federation has 
managed to with'>tand and to become an mtluent1al poltt1c.il force 
for the whole country. 

The new Party programme has been adopted at the recently held 
Th1rd Congre<;s. In this programme, the Russian Commum'>t~ have 
worked out their ta~ks for pulling the country from the criMs. Tliey 
decldred that the Party would continue its <;truggle for unity and for 
the re<;torat1on of a single union state. The Party i~ fighting for the 
prosperity and security, physical and moral health of the citizens and 
the nation and for the socialist way of the development of Rus~ia. 

We are convinced that the principal contest between capitalism 
and socialism historically is not over 

The Communists of Rm<;ia are grateful to your Party, to all 
hone<;t people m India for the support rendered to us at the grave-.t 
time., for Ru~<;ia. 

We ~ l<ih you, dear Comrade<;, much success m your struggle 
for the interests of the Indian people! 

Long Live to the International Solidarity of Communists! 
The Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Russian 

Federation. 
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(d) FROM PROGRESSIVE PARTY OF WORKING 
PEOPLE (AKEL) 

Dear Comrades, 
We received your invitation to participate m the 15th Congress 

of the Communist Party of India (Marxist). We thank you for the 
mvitatton and congratulate you on this important event in the hfe 
of your Party. We would very much hke to be present, unfortunately, 
however, due to fmancial limitations, we cannot send a delegate 
to your Congress. • 

We understand that your 15th Congress is going to discuss issues 
related to the life, problems and struggles of the people of India 
and suggest solutions and ways of promoting them. We suppose 
that the Congress is also going to focus its attention on intemat10nal 
issues and problems. The current world situation and the s1tuat10n 
in the world progressive movement are such that need to be 
examined and analysed. As far as we are concerned, we orgamsed, 
together with the Communist P~rty of Greece, a meeting of the 
progressive parties of the Mediterranean, Middle East and Balkans, 
in Lamaca, last December. This meetmg discussed the need for 
common action of the Left, progressive and patnot1c forces to 
face the new world° order. All the documents of the meeting \\Ill 
be pusblished in English and we shall send them to you. 

We consider that today, more than ever before, the unity and 
coordmation of action of Communist, socialist, Left, democrallc 
forces" is necessary on national and international scale. First of all 
the exchange of mformation, expenence and views among the 
broadest possible circle of progressive, democratic forces 1s both 
necessary and can prove very useful for all forces involved. 
Although we cannot be present at yourCongres~. we would request 
you to send us, if possible, the Congress documents, in order to 
be able to follow your analysis and positions on the situation m 
India as well as on various issues of common interest. 

Regarding the Cyprus problem, we would hke to inform you 
that it is at a critical stage. Unfortunately, the intransigence of 
Turkey and Mr. Denktash, the Turkish Cypriot leader, who with 
the backing of USA and Bntain, defy all U.N. resolut10ns on 
Cyprus, do not allow us to be optimists about the future. In our 
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struggle for a peaceful mutually acceptable solution, based on the 
U.N. resolutions and the High Level Agreement between the two 
communities, we depend on the international solidarity. and 
pressure for the implementation of the relevant U.N. resolutions. 
India 1s a country which traditionally supports the cause of Cyprus 
and we would hke to thank you for that. We are sure that this 
support will contmue in the future as well. . 

Dear Comrades, once more, we wish you every success m the 
deliberations of your l 5th Congress. 

Comradely yours, 
Donis Christofinis 

Secretary for International Relations 
Member of PB of the C.C. of Akel 

(e) FROM COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 

Dear Comrade Harkishan Singh SurJeet and delegates to the 
15th Congress of the Communist Party of India (Marxist): 

It 1s with great pleasure that we greet you and the l 5th Congress 
of the CPl(M). We congratulate you on your accomplishments on 
behalf of the people of India and for world peace and friendship in 
the struggles agamst impenahsm. 

We are delighted and heartened by the growing unity-in-act10n 
developing between your Party, the Communist Party of India and 
other Left forces. In this we see the promise of a bright future for all 
who ldbour by hand and brain, yes, the prospect of a socialist future. 

In )'OUr develop mg unity we see the nse of a powerful bulwark 
against U.S. 1mpenalism and other imperialisms to plunge the 
world into a new, disastrous war for markets and a wayout of the 
economic and fmancial abyss into which they are sinking. 

Now, more than ever, is the cohesion and solidarity of the world 
Communist movement needed. That is why we would very much 
like to accept your mvitation to send a delegation to the 
l 5th Congress. We deeply regret that our financial circumstances 
at this time do not allow us to send a delegation. 
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We are very mterested m the work of your Congress and expre~s 
our desire to receive a copy of the proceedings. 

We w1~h you good health and success for a productive Congress 
open mg the road to histonc headway for all India s Communists 

With warmest greetmgs, 
Gus Hall, Chairman 

Commw11st Party, USA 
on behalf of the Natwnal Board 

(f) MESSAGE FROM CP SRI LANKA 

The Communist Party of Sri Lanka conveys its greetings to the 
l 5th Congress of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) and 
wishes its proceedings all success. 

My partic1pat1on m this Congress is evidence of the importance 
that the CPSL attaches to its fraternal relations with the Commumst 
Party of India (Marxist). 

Your Congress meets at a time of Communist rejuvenation which 
belies the negative forecasts of capitalist propagand1sb The 
Communist movement in our sub-continent has also made 
remarkable progress in the last two years despite the adverse effects 
of the collapse of Socialist governments in Eastern Europe and 
the collapse of the Soviet Umon itself. 

We congratulate the CPl(M) on its significant gams in the sphere 
of Party building and expansion of its political influence tn the 
country. Its electoral successes, together with those of other Left 
Parties, and in particular its signal contnbution in secunng and 
advancing the administrations in West Bengal and Tnpura are 
achievements about which the CPl(M) could be Justly proud of 
The CPSL expresses its solidarity with the struggles of the CPI(M) 
and other Left forces against the anti-people economic policies of 
the Rao Government, against communalism and separatism. 
agamst-corruption and cnmmaltsation of pohcies and for bmldmg 
up a secular alternative based on a programme distinct f(om 
Congress. 

We hail the efforts of the CPl(M) to strengthen Left unity and 
it5 stress on the rapid increase m Left intervention in respect of 
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economic policies. We also wish that the Left Parties and m 
particular the CPI(M) and the CPI will be drawn close together on 
the basis of common policies m the fight for the common goal. 

In Sri Lanka, the CPSL has made a noteworthy contribut10n to 
the formation as well as to the electoral successes of the peoples 
alliance of which it 1s a constituent member. The defeat of the 
much hated united National Party Government which ruled the 
country with an iron fist and repressed the people for over seventeen 
years have opened a new perspective for the advance of the peoples 
movement. 

The CPSL joined the government not to change the social system 
or the economic system but ensure that It carries out certain 
mm1mum democratic transformations necessary at this stage. We 
attach particular importance to the following: 

-The replacement of the present autocratic presidential system 
of government by the adoption of a constitution under which the 
peoples sovereignty including executive power will be exercised 
through parliament. 

-The constitutional guarantee of the fundamental nghts and 
freeedom of the people. 

-ending the C1v1l War by finding a political solution to the 
nationalities problem; 

-the defence and expansion of the social welfare system; 
-pressing for the deepening of social justice. 
For the achievement of these objectives, we work within and 

outside the government and are committed to defend it against 
imperialist, reactionary and communal forces. 

Whilst expressing our smcere gratitude to you for making our 
participation in your Congress a memorable one, we wish your 
Party further and greater successes in the future. 

Long Live Socialism! 
Long Live Marxism! 
Long ~ive the friendship, unity and cooperation between the 

Communist Party of Sri Lanka and the Communist Party of India 
(Marxist)! 

Raja Collure 
General Secretary 

Communist Party of Sri Lanka 
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(g) MESSAGE FROM TUDEH P.ARTY OF IRAN 

Allow me on behalf of the Central Committee of the Tudeh 
Party to extend our wholehearted fraternal greetings to you, the 
participants of the CPI(M) 15th Congress, and all the progressive 
forces in your country struggling for social justice, peace and 
progress. 

We are confident that your 15th Congress will be able to discuss 
and make important decisions to strengthen the struggle of your 
Party and its allies to promote the lofty ideals of the workmgpeople 
of your country, for equality and social justice The Indian 
Communists in thelf long and glorious history of struggle have 
consistently shown that they are the true champions of the work mg 
people, and thus have enjoyed the overwhelming support and 
confidence of the working class throughout the country. This 
struggle is a shining example of how determmed revolulionanes 
could overcome great odds and continue their commitment and 
struggle for a truly free and just society, for a socialist future. 

Your 15th Congress is bemg held at a crucial and testmg time 
for the progressive forces throughout the world. Following the 
collapse of the socialist states in Eastern Europe and the USSR, 
the world is witnessing a drive by world imperialism for total 
domination and an everincreasing aggression agamst all the 
peoples, countries and political forces who are chaining and 
resistmg this drive. Despite the setbacks, the progressive forces 
have continued their struggle against world monopoly capitaltsm 
for a better future free from exploitation and injustices inherent m 
the capitalist system. The savage destruction of the socio-economic 
fabric of the countries of the Eastern Europe and the USSR and 
the inhumane conditions imposed upon millions of the workmg 
people in these countnes show the true characteristics of cap1tahsm 
and at the same time stiffens the determination of the progressive 
forces to struggle for an alternative path of development. 

The evergrowing ethnic and religious conflicts throughout the 
world and particularly in our region from Iraq, Turkey to 
~f ga~1st_an, which is being fuelled by reactionary forces and 
1mpenahst countries, arms industries, also highlights more than 
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ever before the growmg need for a united struggle of all the 
progressive forces who are opposed to the "world s new order 
and want a future free from conflicts, wars, and mJustices created 
by the world capitahst system. The everincreasmg awareness and 
a number of initiatives and attempts to create a new anti-imperalist 
front and increase the cooperation of the progressive forces m our 
region and across other regions are clear mdication of the 
determmat10n of the progressive forces and particularly the workers 
and Communist Parties to resist the new expans1oni~t policies 
persuaded by world imperialism. 

The Tudeh Party of Iran and the Indian comrades have a long 
and rich history of close cooperation and solidarity. We are 
forever grat~ful for the militant solidarity shown by you in our 
hard and arduous struggle against the dictatorial regime which is 
ruling our country. We are confident that these close relations and 
cooperat10n will develop even further. Allow me to once again 
take this opportunity to wish all the participants of the I 5th Congress 
and all the progressive forces in your country every success in 
their just struggle for equality, peace and social justice. 

Victory to the 15th Congress of the CPI(M) ! 
Long Live the Fraternal relations between the CPI(M) and the 

Tudeh Party of Iran! 
Long Live Proletanan lnternat1onalism! 

Mohammad Omidvar 
International Secretary of the 

C.C. of the Tudeh Party of Iran 

(h) MESSAGE FROM CP CHILE 

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of Chile sends 
you revolutionary greetings; our party abo represents the feelings 
of Allende's followers of Chile. 

The CPC is completely committed to recover full democracy 
for the p~op~e of Chile and wishes great success of your Congress, 
whose aim 1s to defend the interest of all the revolut1onanes of 
your country and of all the people of India 



488 Documents of The Communist Mm ement in India 

We regret that due to the economic d1fficult1e'>, we are not able 
to attend your Congress. We hope you v. ill understand 11 
Fraternally saluting you on behalf of the Central Committee of 
the CPC. 

Gladys Marin 
General Secretary, CP Chtle 

(1) MESSAGE FROM LAO PEOPLE'S 
REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 

On the occasion of the 15th Congress of the Communist Party 
of India (Marxist), the Central Committee of the LAO Peoples 
Revolutionary Party, on behalf of the party members and the LAO 
working class hereby convey the1r cordial greetings, heartiest 
congratulations and best wishes to all delegates attending the 
Congress and to the working class of India. 

We are confident that the friendly relat10ns between the LAO 
People s Revolutionary Party and the Communist Party of India 
(Marxist) will continue to develop and screngthen further. 

We wish the Congress of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) 
more greater successes. 

Central Commtttee of the 
I.AO People's Revolut1011a1) Part) 

(j) MESSAGE FROM CP BRAZIL 

It is a great pleasure for us to be with you here today. This is the 
first time we send a delegation to the Congress of the CPI(M) 
Despite thousands of kilometres apart in geographical terms, our 
parties have a very similar trajectory within the Communist 
movement. Both of our parties had the courage to take up and 
su~tain the Red Flag of Revolution, when opportunist concerit"'ns 
on strategy and tactics threatened to lead the respective st. 
of our people to a dead end. Both of us try to combine a pfr ciptea 
defence of Marxist theory with its creative and inde~ ·"f'"t 
application to the concrete conditions of our countries. Bo.:. " 
attempt to combine a very clear and pronounced Socialist idenu 
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with an equally broad, flexible and active partictpdtton in the 
mamstream of national politics. Both of us uphold an intransigent 
defen-;e of workers' and pea-;ants' social demands, together with 
the struggle for democracy and ndt1ondl sovereignty. 

Besides the similarities between our parties' concepts and 
activities, there are also important parallel in the objective 
conditions present in both of our countries. We are both big 
dependent Cdp1taltst nations, with large populations and diversified 
economic ba-;es. that cannot easily fit mto the international division 
of ldbour existent in the capitahst world economy. Because of this, 
the attempts to impose on us orthodox policies of economic and 
social adjustment have run against important obstacles and have 
not-up to now-been fully successful. The crisis of Mexico m 
Latin Amenca shows just how much this new liberal offensive 
amounts to a new form of colonialtsm--;acnf1cing fundamental 
m~truments of national sovereignty for an unconditional 
subordination to the "lmper~onal" dictatorship of world markets. 
The struggle against this offen,1ve 1-; at the centre stage of the 
act1vitie~ of the Brazilian Communi~ts. We under-;tand It 1s abo at 
the centre stage of the act1v1t1es of the Indian Communists. Our 
mutudl succe-;s m this res1-;tance will have an important positive 
impact on the present correlation of forces in Latin America and 
Asia, opening the way for democratic and popular movements to 
retake the offensive agamst reaction and imperialism in the world. 

We hope our participation in the 15th Congt ess of the CPl(M) 
will help strengthen the struggles of our peoples as well as the 
unity and friendship between our parties. We wish you success m 
your works. 

Long Live the friendship between the people of India and Brazil! 
Long Live the unity of the CPl(M) and the Communi'>t Party of 

Brazil! 
Lopg Live Socialism! 

tK) ~1ESSAGE FROM WORKERS' PARTY OF KOREA 

urCentral Committee of the Workers' Party of Korea offers 
1 ntrm congratulations to the 15th Congress of the Communio;t Party 
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of India (Marxist) and extends, through the Congre~~. the fraternal 
greetings to the Central Committee and entire members of your Party 

The 15th Congress of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) 
will encourage the Indian working clas~ and your Party m their 
~truggle to defend and realise the independent nghts of the broad 
working masses of the pe01Jle. 

Smee its foundation, the Communist Party of India (Marxist) has 
travelled a long time the path of struggle agamst impenahsm and 
for peace amd socialism and made invariable efforts to strengthen 
the international unity and solidarity of the socialist forces. 

We are convinced that the 15th Congre~s of the Communist 
Party of India (Marxist) will make a great contribution to the 
organisational and ideological consolidat1on of your Party and to 
the struggle for peace and socialism. 

Believing that the traditional friendship and bonds of unity 
between our two parties will constantly strengthen and develop, 
we take this opportunity to sincerely wish you great successes m 
the work of the Congress. 

Central Commtttee 
Workers' Party of Korea 

Pyongyang, April 3, 1995 

(I) MESSAGE FROM COMMUNIST PARTY OF CHINA 

On the occasion of the opening of the CPI(M) l 5th Congress, 
we would like to express our warm congratulations to you, and 
through you, to extend our cordial greetings and good wishes to 
all the CPI(M) members and the people of India. 

Over a long period of time, CPI(M) has been making positive 
efforts and has achieved gratifying results in promoting social 
progress and economic development m India, improving the hving 
stand~rd of her people, and safeguarding regional and world peace 
We wish the CPI(M) more success in the future. 

The peoples of China and India enjoy a traditonal friendship 
We are glad to see that the continuous development of the fnendly 
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relation~ between our two parties has promoted the fnendshtp 
between our two countnes and two peoples. We firmly believe, 
with the jomt efforts of our two parties, we will make new 
contnbut1ons in promoting the development of the good 
neighbourly relationship between Chma and India and the 
traditional fnendship between our two peoples. 

We wish the Congress a full success! 

Central Committee 
Coomunist Party of China 

April 3, 1995 

(m) MESSAGE FROM CP VIETNAM 

On the occasion of the 15th Congress of the Communist Party 
of India (Marxist), the Central Committee of the Communist Party 
of Vietnam would hke to convey to the Congress and all Party 
cadres and members our warme~t greetings. 

Your Congress is an important event in the political hfe of the 
Party which assumes great significance for the struggle of the 
working class and labounng people m India. 

In spite of complicated developments in the domestic and 
international s1tuat1on, the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
adherent to Marxism-Leninism, Communist ideals and 
internationalism of the workmg class-has carried out an untiring 
struggle for the noble ideals of our time with a firm belief in the 
victory of socialism. In the process of your struggle, the Communist 
Party of India (Marxist) has expanded its sphere of influence, and 
become an important force in the pohllcal arena of India, its prestige 
higher and higher in various sections of Indian people as well as 
m the mternat1onal Communist movement. 

The Communists and people of Vietnam sincerely congratulate 
your Party on those achievements made over the last few decades, 
especially in the period since your l4th Congress up to now. We 
are happy at the relations of !.oltdarity, friendship and fine 
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cooperation existing between the Communist Party of India 
(Marxist) and the Communist Party of Vietnam 

We are convinced that the lines worked out by this Congress 
will usher in new directions for the development of your ~truggle 
meetmg the needs of the working class labouring people m India, 
thus makmg active contributions to the struggle for peace, national 
indenpendence, democracy and social progre<;s. 

May the solidarity fnendship and cooperation between our two 
parties and two peoples of Vietnam and India be further 
consolidated and developed. 

May the 15th Congress of the Communist Party of India 
(Marxist) be crowned with fine success. 

With communist greetings, 

The Central Committee 
Communist Party of Vietnam 

(n) GREETINGS FROM CP PORTUGAL 

We convey the warm and fraternal greetings of the Portuguese 
Communists and their esteem and solidarity for the courageous 
action of the CPI(M) on behalf of the Indian workers and peoples 
interests, against the anti-popular policy dictated by big 
transnational capital, in defence of sovereignty, integrity and 
national unity. We are well-aware of the decisive role played by 
the CPI(M), together with its allies, in the struggle of the masses, 
namely, in the gigantic strikes and popular actions which have 
been taking place in your country, and your action within the West 
Bengal Government and in other states of the Indian Union. 

We wish you, dear Comrades, best success for your acuon on 
behalf of the cooperation of the popular and Left-wing forces, for 
a sovereign, united and progressive India which is tuned to the 
solution of the drama* problems of the masses and to a foreign 
policy of peace, friendship and cooperation among peoples. 

I~_Portugal, the Communists are engaged in tough social and 
pohtical battles against the present government's anti-democratic 
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policies which aim at reconstructing monopoly capital, gmded b) 
the neo-hberal critena of Maastncht and by the mterests of the 
multinat10nals and imperialism. 

The important popular struggles of the working class, of farmer!>, 
the youth, the intellectuals and other groups of the population which 
have taken place, senously inveigled and shook the right-wing 
majority which holds power. With the parliamentary election in 
forthcoming October, there is a real po!>s1b1hty for the emergence 
of a democratic alternative, but this requ1res the need to strengthen 
the PCP which 1s the only large poht1cal force which carnes with 
it a Left-wing project capable of meeting the yearning of the 
Portuguese people for justice and social progress. 

Firmly asserting our party's indenpendence and Communist 
1dent1ty and permanently looking after roots in the working class 
and in the people, It is with satisfaction that, in spite of difficulties, 
we venfy that the PCP does not regress but on the contrary, it 
progresses. Denying the campaign~ on the death of communism 
and on the 1rrever~1ble decline of the PCP, our Party i~ reconfirmed 
as a force which 1s neces~ary to the worker~ and to the1r ~truggle 
for a better h fe. 

The workers' and peoples liberating cause, the struggle agamst 
the attemp!> to 1mpo~e an imperialist new world order' makes 
imperative and urgent, along with the development of the struggle 
in each country, the strengthening of the workers of the people!.', 
the Communists' and all progressive forces internationalist 
sohdanty. 

The defeat of socilaism in the USSR and in Eastern Europe ha" 
created correlat10n of forces whteh •~unfavourable to the struggle 
of the Communists and progre!>~1ve forces, hM, cau~ed 
d1sonentat1on, discouragement and ha~ even led to phenomena of 
hqmdat1on or soc1al-democrat1sing degeneration. But they have 
not changed the exploiting and oppre!>~1ve nature of capitalism 
(on the contrary, they stimulated 1t), nor did they aboh~h the 
contrad1ct1ons m which the system finds itself. The World Summit 
on Social Development is a recent testimony that capitalism is not 
only incapable of solving the problems affecting mankind but abo 
they tend to get worse. India, which hke other countries of the 
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so-called third world, is subject to the diktat of the IMF/World 
Bank and growingly open to the plunder of the mu ltmat1onal~. 1s a 
particularly evident example. But unemployment. poverty and 
social exclusion which are spreadmg throughout the European 
Union and in the so-called industrialised countne-., have the ~ame 
class origm. These are realities which objectively approximate the 
peoples struggles and render the development of mternat10nal 
solidarity ties particularly necessary. 

Comrades, 
In spite of the distance between our two countnes and the very 

different cond1t1ons under which our two parties are struggling, 
ties of deep mutual friendship and sohdanty were estdbhshed 
between the PCP and the CPI(M). To that effect an important 
contribution as given by the exchange of top-level v1s1ts m the last 
few years, allowing for greater mutual knowledge and 
understanding. The PCP will continue to act so that this 
relationship becomes even closer m the future. 

We wish the best success to the work of your l 5th Congress 

The Central Commtttee of the 
Portuguese Communist Part) 

(o) GREETING FROM WORKERS' PARTY OF 
BANGLADESH 

I and members of our delegation bring to you the fraternal .ind 
revolutionary greetings of the Central Comm1ttee and of all the 
members of the Workers' Party of Bangladesh. We express our 
heartfelt thanks to you for inviting us to attend the I 5th Congress 
of your Party, which is not only important for the working class 
and the people of your country but for all of us, the members of 
the international working class movement and for all the people 
of the world struggling for peace, democracy and social JUSttce 
. The 15th Congress of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) 
IS bemg held m the backdrop of new world situation and particularly 
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of new s1tuat1on in the world Communist movement. The last few 
years have seen a great setback in the world Communist movement. 
The collapse of socialist system in the former Soviet Union and m the 
East European countries and the years preceding those events created 
utter confusion among the ranks of the world Communist movement. 
Many of them, even many btg parties, lost confidence in socialism 
itself and abandoned Marxism-Leninism. We have seen liquidation 
and liquid1tionist tendencies in many of these working class parties. 
Taking advantage of this situation the bourgeois propagandists 
intensified their attack on Marxism and wanted to bury the heroic 
struggles and achievements of the mternational working class under 
heaps of hes and falsification of history. 

We are grateful to CPl(M) for it is one of the parties which 
steadfa'\tly upheld the revolutionary banner of Marxism-Leninism 
and boldly fought out the hqmd1tiont'\t, revisionist and opportunist 
trends m the international Communist movement. The May 
Semmar in 1993, organised by CPl(M) on the birth anniver~ary of 
Karl Marx brought together the International Communist and 
Workers' parties at that cructal time and rea~~erted the validity of 
Marx1sm-Lenmism. This has helped m clearing m,.my confusion 
and provided an opportunity for tho~e present m that semmar to 
exchange their views and experiences and to reach a common 
understandmg and ideological stand. 

As for us, we have many common points of understanding with 
the CPl(M) on 1deolog1cal issues and on issues pertain mg to the present 
world situation. We maintam with full as~ertion that there 1s no 
alternative to sociah"m for human emanc1pat1on and 1t i.., the 
1deolog1cal weapon of Marxi~m-Lemm~m which can achieve that 
goal that the collapse of socialism m '\Orne parts of the world and m a 
particular penod does not prove anything ag.unst the science of 
Marxi-.m. We need not elaborate the great successe" of 'ioc1ali~m and 
its immense contnbution to the human civih~at1on. Sociah~m collapsed 
in certain countnes not because of any defect of Marxism but because 
the leadership in those countries since the time of Khru~hchev practised 
revisionism and finally abandoned Marxism-Leninism. 

Our Party mamtains that m spite of the setbacks, which we 
believe to be temporary, we are still livmg m the historic era of 



496 Documents of The Commwwt Mo~ement 111 /11dw 

socialism and proletenan revolution Therefore, the rele\Jnce of 
Marx1sm-Lenm1sm remain~ as v.llrd as before 

The setback of socialism ha~ m.lde world 1mpen..ihst form under 
the leadership of U.S 1mpenalism further aggressl\ e In the nJme of 
establishing a new world order, they are try mg to estJbl1'h unhindered 
control over the world, particularly the third world. In fact, they art 
increa~mg their pressure on the third world countries to succumb to 
their economic and pohucal designs. We have seen this m the arrogdnt 
contmuat1on of economic blockade agamst Cuba despite repeated \Ote 
in the U.N. general assembly against 1t, in the extension of economic 
sanctions against Iraq and Libya, bl<lckmailmg of DPRK on nuclear 
re.ictor issue, pressunsmg Cllma on human nghts issue. We m the 
sub-continent have expenenced and .ire expenencmg the onslJught 
of World Bank and IMF to advance the mterest of the mtemJl!OnJI 
finance capital to the detriment of our economy and econonrn: 
sovereignty accelerating the paupens.ition of our people further The~e 
have brought forward the question of ant1-impendl!st struggle and 
the solidarity of the international working class on the~e que~t1on~ to 
the forefront. The unity of the anti-imperialist forces 1s urgently needed 
more than any time before. We have observed with great admirJtion 
the steadfast struggle of the Indian work mg class under the le..1dership 
of CPI(M) agdmst this onslaught. We hope that this Congress of 
CPI(M) wi 11 stnve further to forge unity of the anti-1mpenahst forces 
of the world. 

Comrades, 
The rise of religious fundamentalist forces has become a greJt 

danger for the unity of workmg class people and the u111ted struggle 
of the people against impenal ism. The Left, democratic ..ind 
progressive forces are its mam target. We m the sub-continent Jre one 

The<ie of the great victims of the nse of the fundamentahst forces 
forces .ire responsible for disrupting the commundl harmony. vio.lence 

d d. · tl\ needed an 1v1s1on of the people on the basi!. of relig10n. It 1s urgen ; 
to unite the non-communal and secular forces not only m one country 
b t · II h · untne" and u m d t e countnes of the sub-continent and acro~s co 
t k . h Id 1rnnont} 
.i e concrete steps to combat communahsm and up o . 
. ~h n' h ff ahta<TJtnSI nb ts. ne ope that CPI(M) with its great expenence o 1c c 
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communal forces, will come forward to umte the secular and 
democrdtic forces of the sub-continent against this common enemy. 

Comrades, 
The questions of environment, women's right and poverty 

alleviation have come to the forefront and are being debated-m the 
mterndt10nal forums. We hope that this Congress would give 
positive direction to the united struggle on these quest10ns 
unmaskmg the pretentious propagandist stance of the cap1taltst 
countries who are responsible for destruct10n of the environment, 
~ubjugation of women and for poverty of the world people. 

Dear Delegates, 
Our fraternal relat10ns wtth the CPI(M) date back to long past. 

We inhent the common trad1t1on of the Communist movement 
that emerged in the sub-continent during the British rule. We 
remember wtth gratitude the support and help rendered to us and 
to the people of Banglade~h by the CPl(M) during our war of 
mdependence in 1971. We also want to express our gratitude to all 
of you for your great support in our difficulties. We hope that our 
fraterndl relations will develop further through the ~truggle again~t 
common difficulties that beset our sub-contment. 

Lastly, I want to express my personal gratitude to you for the 
sympathy and support after the assassmation attempt on me by 
the fundamentalist forces which greatly gave courage to me, my 
family and our party at that difficult time. 

We hope thi~ Congress of the CPl(M) would be successful and, 
as m the past, would contribute greatly to the world Communist 
movement and to the anti-imperialist secular democratic movement 
of the region. 

I. on behalf of our delegation, once again thank you for giving 
us the opportunity to be here with you and for the warm hospttahty 
ex1ended to us. 

Long Live Marxism-Lenini"m and proletarian mternationalism! 
Workers of the all countries unite! 

Rashed Khan Menon 
General Secretary 

Workers' Party of Bangladesh 
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(p) MESSAGE FROM PAKISTAN 

Overwhelmed with revolutionary fervour and msp1rat10n 
emanating from your irres1st1ble resolve to uphold the banner of 
Marxism and Leninism in the rough weather of 1mpenahst 
drumbeat that sociahsm has ceased to be a soc10-econom1c force 
to reckon with following the collapse of the Soviet Union, we 
warmly felicitate you on the occasion of your Party Congress bemg 
held in Chandigarh to determine the future course of action so as 
to bring about a meaningful social change at broader spectrum 
The holding of this Congress is yet another inanifestat10n of the 
invincibility of Marxism that belies the ins1d1ous claim that 
capitalism 1s the only motivating force for all times to come 

The validity of capitalist cardinal doctrine of laissez-faire 
evaporated in the thin air Jong ago when it was replaced with cartels, 
and it now stands repudiated in the event of gunboat diplomacy 
and eventually politico-economic subjugation of the nations m 
the South. It has no remedy to overcome its own inherent cnsis, 
turning itself into a monster of war, ethnic turmoil, arms race and 
destruction for commercial profit. All these conflicts could be only 
resolved through overthrowing a retarded and stagnant system of
tyranny, atld ultimate establishment of socialism. No jugglery, m 
whatever form, could make capitalism escape its doom. 

Your Party Congress, we believe, would not only kindle the 
path of class struggle in the backdrop of neo-colonial cobwebs 
but also adopt a non-partisan attitude towards cleanng the bushes 
the South Asian nations are trapped in, called regional conflicts 
created by imperialist forces and theu lackeys. It would be a great 
contnbution on the part of your Party 1f it exposes the mtngumg 
ploys of local leadership for confrontation in the reg10n with a 
view to prolonging the exploitative social system under the 
smokescreen of national interests. 

We express our solidanty with your Party and once agam extend 
our felic1tattons. 

Imam Ali Nazish 
Chairman 

Communist Ma-:door 

K. Part) Pakistan 1san • 
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(q) MESSAGE FROM CP SPAIN 

We reoret that we are not able to attend your Congress despite 
0 . 

the fact that we would have liked to do so. We have been trying 
our best till the last moment to send at least one person as our 
representative, however, various kinds of work that we have to 
carry out presently in view of the coming municipal and district 
election~. impede us from travelling to India. 

I promise that next time on the occasion of such an important 
event as your Congress, count with the presence of the Communist 
Party of Spam. The importance of India on its own, the role that it 
plays in this part of the world, as also the entity of the CPl(M) will 
help the Congress in ident1fymg and selecting the important issues 
of your country and of the world. 

Fraternally and cordially on behalf of the CPS, 
Francisco Frutos 

Secretary of the Foreign 
Relations, PCE 

(r) MESSAGE FROM POLISARIO FRONT 

On the occasion of the holding of the l 5th Congress of the 
Communist Party of India (Marxist), in Chandigarh on 3-8 April 
1995, the National Secretanat of the Polisario Front is pleased to 
express to the Central Committtee of the CPl(M) its best wishes 
for success of the works of this Congress of your Party. 

We would like to avail ourselves of this opportunity to renew ta 
your Pa.rty, on behalf of the Polisario Front and the people of the 
Sahraw1 Arab Democratic Republic (SADR), our warm thanks and 
deep gratitude for the constant support and the militant solidarity 
extended by the. CP~(M) to the Sahrawi people m their just struggle 
for self-determmat1on and national independence. 

Accept, dear fnends, the expres5.10n of our militant saluations. 

Commisswnfor Foreign Affairs 
of National Secretariat of 

the Polisario Front 
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(s) GREETINGS FROM FRENCH COMMUNIST PARTY 

I would hke to greet your Congress and to wish you a great 
success in achieving your goals, in the name of our Party, the French 
Communist Party, in the name of its militants, of its natwna 
leadership and particularly of its national secretary, Robert Hue 

On behalf of our Party and of the forces of change, Robert Hue 
is now waging the battle of the French presidential election. 

This election is the most important and the most difficult forus 
because it is the least democratic. It means actually the elect10n of 
one man who enjoys, in France, larger powers than those of the 
President of the United States in his own country 

This battle we are waging with the aim of strengthening the 
progressive forces of the Left. 

A new current of sympathy seems to be growmg towards our 
propositions during these last three months. 

In the frame of the globalisation of the capital and of its cns1s, 
our people have to face the same aggression as you have to. The 
overwhelming domination of money, the deregulation, the attacks 
against the national sovereignty, the merchandising of social 
welfare, unemployment, more and more d1ffo.:ult life for the people 

Furthermore, we have our specific political responsibiltty smce 
France is part of the G-7 group, the seven wealthiest countries m 
the world. And we are firmly keepmg in mind to always lmk the 
interests of the workers in our own country with the struggle for a 
democratic, just international order in which all the peoples would 
be able to take their destiny in their own hands. All-over the world, 
in different and often new ways, the people are nurturing thelf 
aspirations for a better life. And it is m this frame that we thmk 
that the partnership of the revolutionary forces can assume a 
d · · · h h1ch IS ec1S1ve action, not only for preventing the catastrop e "' 
threatening all of us but also for opening the ways of a new world 

It is our future and the one of our children which is at stake 10 

this very time. 
De C h rtfelt and ar omrades, we thank you once more for your ea 

fraternal hospitality and for the occasion you are giving to us for a 
better knowledge of the struggle of your people. 
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To our common struggles for a world of justice, peace and 

freedom. 
Danielle Bleitrach 

Member, National Committee 
French Communist Party 

(t) GREETINGS FROM CP GREECE 

The Central Committee of the CPG extends to the delgates, to 
the members and cadres of the CPl(M) the warm greetings of the 
Greek Communist. 

It is with great satisfaction that we assist in the proceedings of 
your Congress, as our party is greatly interested as far as the 
activities of the Communist Parties and the regrouping of the 
Communist movement are concerned. Our presence in your country 
will also be an opportunity to acquaint ourselves with the situation 
and the struggle of the working people and with the experience 
and general thought of your Party as well. 

As you know, our party-as well as the other parties having 
had the opportunity to participate to the successful seminar 
organised by your Party two years ago--considers that the collapse 
of capitalism and its replacement by socialism is inevitable. 

The increasing marginalisation of the developing countries under 
the crushing burden of over-exploitation, of the accumulated debt 
and of the revised GAIT treaty, the danger of losing the basic 
prerequisites not only of development but of any human activity 
as well, the explosive dimensions of hunger, poverty and misery 
engulfing hundreds of millions of people, the huge ecological 
damage are the direct result of the imperialist new order. The 
dramatic change in the world correlation of force~. brought about 
with the overthrow of the socialist regimes in Eastern Europe and 
the dissolution of the USSR, let loose the most reactionary forces, 
gave a new impetus to the aggressiveness and the competition of 
the great powers for influence not only in the developing countries 
but in the whole world. 

The war in former Yugoslavia, Somalia, Rwanda and of the 
Kurdish people, millions of lost lives and refugees and emigrants 
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are the result of the prevalence of NATO law and of the 'nght to 
intervention' at the expense of the prmc1ples of equality and mutual 
respect brought about by the anti-fascist victory m the mterndtional 
law and the UNO. 

The revival of nationalism, fascism and xenophobia, the 
explosion of unemployment and unbndled attack against the 
histoncal achievements of the labour movement accompany the 
Maastricht treaty, compiled by the European Union, under the 
power of monopoly capital. Those attacks comc1de with the 
complete domination of the multinational companies and of the 
"values" of the "private initiative', of 'competition and the nght 
of the stronger" in the relations among peoples and the mtemattonal 
developments. 

These developoments and also the poss1biht1es of modern 
technology and human civilisation show the limits of the imperialist 
new order. They create new difficulties but also lead to an 
exacerbation of the class struggle. The resurgance and the 
regrouping of many Communist Parties, the first steps of 
cooperation and coordination, the defeat of the authentic 
representatives of capitalist restoration in the former soc1ahst 
countries, a number of struggles and movements of the working 
class, the peasantry, the peace-loving and anti-war forces are some 
of the new optimist signs. 

The Greek Communists are intensifying their efforts for a broad 
gathering of the working people against monopoly capital and 
imperialism, against the Maastricht treaty, for the dissolution of 
NATO and the destruction of the nuclear weapons, for the defence 
of the Helsinki principles, for the development and equal cooperation 
of all peoples. They are fighting for the development of a mass 
movement against war and nationalism in our country and the other 
Balkan countries. Only this could stop the war in former Yugoslvia 
and bring about peace and cooperation in Balkan countries. 

Today, the necessity of contributing to the recompos1tion of the 
Communist movement and to the common activities of the 
Communist Parties is, for all Marxist-Leninist forces throughout 
the world, absolutely pre-eminent. This is the basic pre-requiste 
for the development of the anti-imperialist movement, to repulse 
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the attack of the monopoly capital and for opening the way to 

socialism. 
We are availing this opportunity to greet the representatives of 

the other Communist and Workers' parties, wishing every suc~ess 
to the proceedings of your Congress and to the struggle agamst 
new order, for development, peace and socialism. 

The Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of Greece 

(u) MESSAGE FROM CUBA 
Today, we have t~e great honour and the deep satisfaction to 

convey the wann and fraternal revolutionary greetings of the Central 
Committee of our Party to the delegates and guests attending the 
J 5th Congress of the Communist Party oflnd1a (Marxist). 

Our two parties consistently uphold a common ideology: the 
doctrine of Marx, Engels and Lenin. 

Our two organisations agree on the polttical assessment of 
cardinal aspects of the present mtemat10nal situation and the great 
challenges we are facmg. 

No other platform 1s better than this one to reaffirm our gratitude 
to the Indian Communists, particularly to you, as well as to the 
other Left organisations and democratic forces. 

From this rostrum, we would like to express to all Cuba's friends 
in this legendary and beautiful country our most heartfelt gratitude 
for the countless and encouraging expressions of sohdanty shown 
by our Indian brothers in favour of Cuba's just cause. 

It is still fresh in the memory of our grateful people the more 
than ten thousand tonnes of wheat sent by this country and known 
as 'the bread from India". 

Upon receiving a kilogram of this bread of wheat and love, all 
Cubans felt a deep joy-learning that their brothers from the other 
side of the world were sharing with them what they did not have 
in excess-and enshrined in their hearts this gesture of solidarity 
among the humble of this world. 

These noble and unselfish gestures as well as those shown daily 
·by a wide range of parties, organisations, social forces and friends 
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of Cuba m different countries of the world-a~ 1t was ~een at the 
world Meeting of Solidarity with our homeland and at other 
international fora-are worthier because they take place ma world 
where capitalism and neo-liberalism are imposing the most ruthless 
selfishness, rnJust1ce, social mequaht1es, xenophobia and v10lence 

In the face of the new millennium upon which we are about to 
enter, humankind cannot impassively witness a s1tu.it1on m which 
the och get steadily richer and the poor get steadily poorer. 

Thus the peoples of the Third World-which amount to four
fifths of humankind-are prevented from attaining soml 
development. And, without social development, there can be no 
peace QJ1 the earth. 

We are talking about an honourable and successful peace, not 
about the sepHlchra1 peace of the graves of the 14 millions of 
children who die of preventable or curable diseases ev~ry year 

We are witnesses and victims of the distressing drama brought 
about by the enormous growth of poverty, unemployment, hunger, 
illiteracy and the lack of health and social care. 

Unequal exchange increases, foreign debt grows, the brain dram 
from the South to the North rises the struggle between developed 
and developing countries gets deeper. 

The world demands urgent solutions which will change the 
unjust system of prevailing international economic relations 
characterised by instability, uncertainty and lack of fairness. 

As our Commander-in-Chief Fidel Castro pointed out m the 
World Summit on Social Developoment recently held m 
Copenhagen: "more than promises, resolutions and declarauons 
are needed: we need the political will and we need justice, not 
only within individual countries but among all countries." 

Cuba has gone ·through the terrible consquences o~ the 
disappearance of the USSR and the European socialist regimes 
with which it earned out 85 per cent of all its foreign trade. 

For more than 30 years Cuba has suffered and is sull suffenng 
the effects of the criminal U.S. blockade that has been recently 
tightened. 

But Cuba stands firm and determined in upholding the soc.ial 
h. · fonal ~c ievements of our Revolution and in preserving its na 1 

independence and sovereignty. 
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No power on earth-no matter how rmghty and merciless 1t 
may be-will be able to bend the staunch firmness of the Cuban 

people. . 
The solidarity of the peoples of the world encourages us m our 

determination. In the last three sessions of the United Nations 
General Assembly, the vast majority of its member nations 
condemned this cruel and inhuman blockade which tries to bring 
Cubans to their knees through hunger and disease while they resist 
U.S. hegemomstic plans. 

We are livmg through difficult times, we are suffering hardships 
but not a single child will be abandoned to its own fate or will beg 
in the streets, not a smgle human being will lack health care, and 
not a smgle old person will be excluded from the social security 
sy~tem. 

Not a smgle school, hospital or day-care centre has been closed. 
And the very little that we have is bemg distributed in a fair way, 
trymg not to affect the low-mcome sectors of the population. 

In the midst of this difficult s1tuat1on, we mamtam the h1gh
levels achieved m health and education. 

Suffice it to say that our infant mortality rate stands below 10 
per 1 OOO hve births, that there 1s one doctor per 214 mhab1tants 
and one profe~sor per every 13 students. All workers have finished 
the 8th grade, one m every eight is a middle-level technician and 
one m e.,,ery 15 has a university diploma. 

Our country has developed an impressing scientific potential, a 
new phdrmaceut1cal and biotechnological industry which, together 
with the steady growth achieved m tourism in the last few years, 
are the important and dynamic pillars of our national economy 
which hds stopped its steep decline begun in 1990 and this year it 
has seen the first symptoms of its recovery. 

Of course, to survive and develop ourselves in this unipolar 
w?rld, w~ have had to make unavoidable economic changes, 
without g1vmg up our cardinal principles or our ideas of full social 
justice . 

. Indian brothers, you may rest assured that the Cuban people 
will never surrender. We will continue to defend our Revolution, 
our Homeland and the conquests of Socialism. 
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We shall not give up our endeavour to achieve the victory of the 
noble and JUSt cause for which we are w11Img to struggle up to our 
last breath. 

This year m which we commemorate the centennial of the 
resumption of our wars for attai'1ing mdependence from the 
colomal yoke and the centenmal of our National Hero Jose Martis 
death m combat, we reaffirm our loyalty to hts mandate and to 
that of all the heroes of our homeland who warned the 1mpena 
powers: 'whoever tries to conquer Cuba will gam nothmg but the 
dust of her blood-soaked soil-if he does not perish m the struggle 
first!". 

On this new occasion, we reiterate to you our poltttcal will to 
continue to develop and further strengthen the excellent relations 
existing between our two Parties. 

We wish your Congress a lot of success in its workmg sessions 
and in the implementation of its agreements. 

A thousand thanks for your encouraging gestures of soltdanty 
towards our Homeland! 

Homeland or Death! 
We shall overcome! 

(v) GREETINGS FROM THE COMMUNIST PARTY 
OF BRITAIN 

I bring you fraternal greetins from the Communist Party m 
Britain and all progressives of our country. 

I speak to you as the proud inheritors of the party of P~lme 
Dutt, Ben. Bradley, Harry Pollitt. Comrades, we are the inheritors 
of the great anti-colonial, anti-fasci~t, anti-imperialist struggles m 
Britain. Our party has never deserted its international duttes not 
just duties but a labour of love. Our working class m Britain has 
more in common with the workers of all lands than we have with 
our own ruling class. 

Comrades, 
Our Parties' analysis of the world as it is, are virtually the same 

We are both firm Marxists-Lemnists, anti-imperialist. Today, the 
modem form of capitalism is portrayed by the transnattonals. 
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Transnationals operate from their base in mdividual nation states. 
Nation states are far more powerful than some would want us to 
believe. They act on behalf of the transnational based in their state. 
Take Shell Oil who operate mainly from Britam. Shell made 
profits. Last year of 108 b1lhon pounds sterling. Such wealth 
accumulatmg m fewer hands, such wealth amidst poverty, is not 
only obscene, it demands change. It makes capitahsm obsolete to 
the future of the human race. 

Only socialism can exercise control in the interest of the masses. 
The new sc1ent1f1c technology revolution that is overstnpping the 
ab1hty of capitalism to use 1t to the benefit of all society. That is 
why in Europe alone, nearly 30 milhons are unemployed. That is 
why racism and Fa~c1~m is rismg once more, a threat to all workers 
black and white. That 1s why mtlhons in the third world, the 
developing world, go to bed hungry. Th<lt 1s why the ex-socialist 
countries have found capitalism no answer-quite the reverse. 
GAIT is no am.wer. A European Umon wa' de!lcnbed by Lenin as 
either impo~s1ble under cap1talt~m or reactionary 

The transnationals with German nation state, giving the lead, is 
movmg towards a Fortress Europe w1thm Maastricht. This is to 
combat NAFTA led by the USA imperialists with America-Japan 
dominating the pacific rim. These are the three major imperialist 
camps which can only lead to inter-imperialist rivalries, which, in 
tum, leads to a threat to world peace and suppression of developing 
countries. 

There is an alternative. This altemati ve lies in each of our parties 
with rts allies to develop "The Alternative Economic-Political 
Strategy" for their own country, as you are domg. International 
development of political ties with each other in order to develop 
the strength of this policy, taking from each other, our strength, 
sohdanty is the world. Our Jove for our race-the human race
the classes of workers by hand and brain, peasants have a vision 
splendid of the world socialrsm-a vision of men and women
w1th .no discrimination based on race, colour, creed or gender 
walking freely on this earth wtth no boundaries. 

That is the hope we present as united Communist Parties to our 
peoples and the world. 
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May I fmish with an event that took place m Bntam recently I 
was proud to unveil a red plaque to the memory of Harry Pollitt 
our greatest general secretary-a true friend of India and all m 

struggle. On that day the labour Mayor of the town m North 
England flew the red flag over the town hall. I look forward to the 
red flag flying over many town halls throughout Bntam and fmally 
when 1t flies over the building built by the Brit1~h RaJ m Delh 
now the President of India's residence when it fhes over there, 
India will be free, May British and Indian friendship of 
Communists and progressive live forever. 

Thank you, 

(w) MESSAGE FROM JAPANESE COMMUNIST PARTY 

The Central Committee of the Japanese Communist Party 
extends its greetings to the J 5th Congress of the Communist Party 
of India (Marxist). 

Since its foundation, the CPl(M) has fought to defend the 
interests of the workers, peasants and various circles of workmg 
people of India. The Japanese Communist Party expects your 
Party to play a bigger role in the struggle to defend the hfe and· 
rights of the Indian people and to defend the national unity and 
sovereignty. 

After the demise of tlie Soviet Union, the United States, the 
biggest imperialist country, is conducting hegemonist strategy ~ll
over the world. But capitalist contradictions cannot but intensify 
even in the United States, as is shown in the unprecedented 
degradation of American society, deepening anxiety of the working 
people over their lives and future and the crisis of the international 
monetary system with the U.S. dollar as its key currency. It isf 
therefore, crystal clear that there is no basis for the argument 0 

"hurrah capitalism", 
Under the Japan-U.S. military allianc.!, Japan is now serving as 

the biggest U.S. military foothold in Asia, from which the U.S. 
forces are dispatched to various places in the world. The incumbent 
Murayama cabinet was formed after the Social Democratic party 
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of Japan was absorbed into the reactionary politics of the 
Conservative Liberal Democratic Party. It is carrying out a sene~ 
of anti-people policies, such as welfare-cut, increasing of ma-;" 
taxation called consumption tax and destruction of agriculture. 
On the other hand, 1t adopts policies to strengthen the Japan-U.S. 
military alliance in response to the U.S. expectation and to increase 
military expenditure, and to implement a number of policies in 
the interests of big business. All the parties other than the JCP 
have now become the promoter of the reactionary policies. In such 
a situation, the Japanese Communi~t Party is playing the part of 
the only progressive party to defend the pressing interests of various 
circles of the people agamst the react10nary policies serving the 
United States and big business. The JCP has a membership of 
360,000 two and a half m1lhon readers of the central organ paper 
Akahata, 26 members m both Homes of the national parliament 
and nearly 4,000 members m local a~sembhes. We are now striving 
hard to make advances m the simultaneous local elections, the 
fir<;t of the major nation-wide elections to be held this year. 

The Japanese Communist Pdrty 1s a party of sovereign 
mdpendence with scientific soc!ahsm as the theoretical ba~1s. Smee 
the demise of the Soviet Union, a massive anti-Communist 
campaign has been conducted al ... o in Japan, saymg that socialism 
and communism are the things of the past. What happened in the 
Soviet Union is neither the fat lure of socialism nor its bankruptcy. 
Smee the 1960s, the Commurn~t Party of the Soviet Um on and the 
Communist Party of Chma ma<le massive interferences rn the 
Jdpane~e Communist P<lrty with the aim of overthrowing 1t~ 

leader~hip. Our party had to wage a ltfe-and-death ~truggle agam~t 
them From this expenence of the hegemomst intervention which 
was i~compat1ble with socialtsm, we could not help taking the 
reahst1c view of the actual s1tuat1on of the Soviet Union. Ba~ed on 
such dn under'>tanding, the JCP naturally welcomed the dissolution 
of the CPSU as the end of the "colossal evil of hegemoni~m". At 
the JCP 20th Congress la'>t year, we made clear our own analysis 
~hat Soviet society degenerated into a society which had nothing 
m common wtth soqahsm m various a<>pects after the penod led 
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by Lenm, when reahsat10n of the socialht 1deJI Wd~ groped v.1th 
people as its master. 

It 1s true there 1s confu~1on m part among the progres~ne 
movements m the world after the dem1~e of the Soviet Union, but 
we are w1tnes~mg many effort~ for the independent development 
of the movement.1. for social progre~~- The JCP hJ~ d strong desire 
to promote dialogue and sohdanty with those force~. 

The JCP wishes further advances m your Party s act1V1ty 
expecting a success of the 15th Congre~s. 

Central Commtttee 
Japanese Commumst Part) 



Report of The Central 
Control Commission* 

Placed Before and Adopted by The 15th Congress of 
The CPl(M)-Held in Chandigarh on April 3-8, 1995 

The Central Control Commission, set up by the 14th Party 
Congress, began functioning 3 months after its being constituted 
at the Congress. The overall experience of the CCC as constituted 
by the 14th Congress decision as a body directly elected by the 
Party Congress is that it has made Party members more aware of 
their rights under the Constitution. This is seen in the increased 
number of appeals to the Comm1s~ion compared to the past. Up to 
December 1994, the CCC received 70 cases. Out of these, 12 were 
cases of expulsion from Party membership Of these 12 appeals, 
in 4 cases, membership was restored by the dec1s10n of the CCC, 
7 appeals were rejected, I is still pendmg disposal. 

2. Analyzmg the type of case~ which have been received by the 
CCC, some general observations should be made. The other appeals 
and complaints received do not fall under the jurisdiction of the 
CCC under Article XVIII, sections 2(b) and (c). 

3. The nature of the appeals and complaints received were of 
vanous kmds, such as, (a) complaints of non-renewal of Party 
membership without due just1ficat1on; (b) complaints of Party 
members involved m corruption or other anti-social practices; (c) 
cases of moral turpitude; (d) other inJU'>tices done to Party members 
by Party committees and so on. 

4. Such complaints and appeal<> could not be admitted by the 
CCC as they did not come under the purview of the Commission. 
Hence, these cases were referred to the respective State Committees. 
The fate of such complaints are not known to the CCC as the State 

*Published m December 1995 m the compilation of all Documents ot the I 5th Congress 
of the CPl(M) 
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Committees do not report back to the Comm1ss1on 1f any acuon 1s 
taken by them. It appears that, after the election of the CCC d1rectl) 
by the Party Congress, a wrong imperession has been created 
amongst some of the Party members that the CCC hds the authont) 
to deal with all organisational problems. Steps should be taken to 

remove this wrong impression. 
5. So far, the CCC, under the Comtttut10n can only entertain 

cases of disciplinary action pertammg to expulsion or ca~e~ referred 

to it by the CC. Since a large number of cases pertam to complaints 
of arbitrary droppage from membership at the time of renewa 1 

and other cases of d1sc1pl i~ary action, the CC and the PJrty 
Congress should consider bringing them under the purview of 
the CCC. 

6. In the recent period, after the process of Party conferences 

began, complaints have come to the CCC, particularly from West 
Bengal and one from Kerala regarding violat10n of norms m the 
election process of Committees at various levels. We have sent 
these complaints to the respective State Committees for necessary 
action, since these complaints do not come under the junsd1ction 
of the CCC. 

7. The CCC had recommended to the CC amendments to the 
rules under the Constitution regardmg the functioning of the 
CCC in the hght of the new basis on which CCC was constituted 
at the 14th Party Congress by amending the Const1tut1on 
The CC has subsequently, amended the rules under the 
Constitution. 

8. The CCC has been holding its meetings, on an average, once 
in every 3 months to take up the cases and dispose them In this 
period, the CCC has submitted 3 work reports to the CC. Smee the 
number of ca~es are increasing and much of the material 
. . . I 
•~ coming m various languages, there is a lot of secretana 
work involved. The_ Party Centre should mdke adequat~ 
arrangements for dealing with the secretarial and paperwork 0 

the Commission. 
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Work Report and Performance of CCC up to December, 1994 

No of cases 

Assam I 
Andaman I 
B1har 3 
Delhi I 
Haryana 2 
Kera la 7 
Maharashtra 2 
Madhya Pradesh 4 
Orts\a I 
RaJasthan 2 
Tnpura I 
Tamil Nadu 2 
West Bengal 43 

70 

Pending Disposed Not under 
Junsd1ctwn 

of CCC 

I 
I 
3 

2 
4 2 
I I 
3 I 

I 
2 

2 
28 15 

48 21 

Samar Mukherjee 
Chatrman 

Central Control Commission 



Central Committee Elected by 
The 15th Congress of The CPl(M) 
Held in Chandigarh on April 3-8, 1995* 

1. Harkishan Singh Surjeet 27. P Ramachandra Rao 
2. EMS Namboodiripad 28. TK Ramaknshnan 
3. Jyoti Busu 29. Susheela Gopalan 
4. E Balanandan 30. MM Lawrence 
5. Benoy Chaudhury 31. KN Ravindranath 
6. VS Achuthanandan 32. Prabhakar Sanzgiri 
7 .. A Nallasivan 33. Ahilya Rangnehar 
8. LB Gangadhara Rao 34. Mangat Ram Pasla 
9. Prakash Karat 35. Balwant Singh 
JO. Sitaram Yechury 36. Harkanwal Singh 
11. S Ramachandran Pillai 37. Hari Ram Chauhan 
12. Sunil Maitra 38. R Umanath 
13. P Ramachandran 39. N Sankariah 
14. Sailen Dasgupta 40. PR Parameswaran 
15. EK Nayanar 41. Dasrath Deb 
16. M Hanumantha Rao 42. Mamk Sarkar 
17. Koratala Satyanarayan 43. Ram Sumer Yadav 
18. N Prasada Rao 44. Budhadeb Bhattacharya 
19. MV Narasimha Reddy 45. Biman Basu 
20. Nandeswar Talukdar 46. Mohd Amm 
21. Hemen Das 47. Ami Biswas 
22. Noorul Huda 48. Kanak Mukherjee 
23. Ganesh ShankarVidyarthy 49. Biplab Dasgupta 
24. Subodh Roy 50. Anand Pathak 
25. Joginder Sharma 51. MK Pandhe 
26. Mohd Yusuf 52. Vimal Ranadive 

*Published m December 1995 m the comp1lat1on of all Documents of the 15th Congress 
of the CPl(M). Also Published m "PEPOLE S DEMOCRACY' of Apnl 19.l995 
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53. Sukomal Sen 62. Baidyanath Majumdar 

54. Hannan Mollah 63. N Varadarajan 

55. MA Baby 64. BV Raghavulu 

56. Hari Singh Kang 
65. Udhab Barman 
66. J anardan Pati 

57. Ntren Ghosh 67. Mohd Salim 
58. Benoy Konar 68. Brinda Karat 
59. Chittabrata MaJumdar 69. Sunit Chopra 
60. Chaday an Govindan 70. Shatlendra Shaily 
61. Paloli Mohd Kutty 71. lnderjit Singh 

Newly Elected Central Control Commission 

1. Samar Mukherjee (Chairman) 
2. D Janakiraman 
3. Sunil Basu Ray 

New Polit Bureau Elected by the Central Committee at its 
Meeting on April 8, 1995 

I. Harkishan Smgh Surjeet 9. Sttaram Yechury 
2. EMS Namboodmpad 10. S Ramachandran Pillai 
3. Jyoti Busu 

11. Sunil Maitra 4. E Balanandan 
5. Benoy Chaudhury 12. P Ramachandran 

6. VS Achuthanandan 13. Sailen Dasgupta 

7. LB Gangadhara Rao 14. EKNayanar 
8. Praka~h Karat 15. R Umanath 



Foreign Delegations to The 
lSth Congress of The CPl(M) 
Held in Chandigarh on April 3-8, 1995* 

l. Socialist Party of Austraha 
Peter Symon 
General Secretary 

2. Workers Party of Bangladesh 
Rasheed Khan Menon, 
General Secretary 
Haider Akbar Rano, 
Member, Polit Bureau 
Anisur Rahman Mallick, 
Member, Central Committee 

3. Communist Party of Brazil 
Lms Fernandes, 
Member, Central Committee 

4. Communist Party of Bntam 
Michael Hicks, 
General Secretary 

5. Communist Party of Canada 
Figueroa, 
Spokesperson 

6. Communist Party of China 
Liu Fangren, 
Alternattve Member 
Wang X1aodong, 
Deputy Director General, Guizhou 
Provmc1al Committee 
Wang Fengymg, 
Deputy Bureau Chief, ILD, CPC 
Gao Baoyu, 
Thlfd Secretary, ILD, CPC 
Tan Zhonghua, 
l st Secretary, Chinese Embassy 
India ' 

7 Communist Party of Cuba 
Jorge R1squet, 
Head of the Delegatwn Po t 

Bureau Member 
Jose Luis Robama 
Member of lnternat1ona 
Department, CP Cuba 
Francisco Zamora Santana 
Aide to Mr. R1squet 
Victor Ramirez Pena, 
Counsellor, Cuban Embassy 

Ind ta 
8. Communist Party of France 

· Daniella Ble11trach, 
Member, Central Committee 

9 Communist Party of Greece 
Naoum Kops1d1s, 
Member, Central Committee 
Head, Press Bureau 

l 0. Todeh Party of Iran 
Mohammed 

I l. Communist Refoundation ofltaly 
Serg10 R1caldone, 
Member, Pol. Nattonal 
Committee 

12. Japanese Communist Party 
Shoji N1hara, 
Chairman, lntemattonal 
Comm1ss1on 
Ak1ra Sakaguchi, 
Member, Intemauonal 
Comm1ss1on 

*Published tn PEOPLES DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, Apnl 23,1995 



Foreign Delegations to The 1 Sth Congress . . . 517 

13 Workers Party of Korea 
Hyon Jun Guk 
Director, International Department 
L1 Song, 
Member, International 
Department 
Kim Sok Chol, 
2nd Secretary, Embassy of 
DPRK, India 

14 Communist Party of Nepal 
(UML) 
Ramdev Gautam, 
Deputy General Secretary, 
Sahana Pradhan, 
Member, Standing Commltlee, 
Chief, Intemat10nal Department 
RaJendra Shrestha, 
Member, Central Committee, 
International Committee 
H1ranya Lal Shrestha, 
Alternative Member, Central 
Committee 

15. Portugese Communist Party 
Albano Nunes, 
Head, International Department 

16 Communist Party of Russian Fed 
G. Zughyanov, 
Chairman 
Tam1ev 
Doro hen 

17. Communist Party of Sn Lanka 
RaJa Collure, 
General Secretary 

18 Turkish Workers Party 
Ah Mercan, 
Member, Central Commmee & 
Chairperson, 
International Bureau 
Murat Metm 

19. Communist Party of Vietnam 
Dao Duy Tung, 
Member, Poltt Bureau and 
Secretanat 
Nguyen Hoanh Son, 
Deputy Head of Department of 
External Affairs 
Nguyen Van Long, 
Counsellor, Vietnamese Embassy, 
India 
Nguyen Giap Dan, P/S. of 
Delegation, 
Ambassador to India 



Condolence On 
Comrade lmbichi Bawa* 

"Take finn steps, be vigilant and march forward." These were the 
last words of Comrade Imbichi Bawa when death stopped his 
heartbeat. Comrade lmbichi Bava, a veteran and member of the 
state committee of Keraladied at 10.45 p.m. on l lthApnl at Ram 
Manohar Lohia Hospital, New Delhi, due to left ventricular failure 
He returned to Delhi on the 9th morning after attending the Party 
Congress and was admitted to the hospital when he felt uneasmess 
and chest pain. 

Comrade lmbichi Bawa was born on July 20, 1917 in a working 
class family at. Ponnani in Malappuram district. He starte~ his 
public life as a student activist and later joined the Indian National 
Congress and took active part in the freedom struggle. Comrade 
Imbichi Bawa subsequently joined the Congress Sociahst ParlY 
and then became a member of the Communist Party of India in 

1940. He was secretary of the district committee of Palakkad fora 
long period before 1964. When the Party was divided in 1964, he 
stood finn with the Communist Party of India (Marxist). He was 
one of the 32 members of the national council of the undivided 
communist party who walked out from the national council 
meeting in 1964. He was a minister in the LDF Government 

10 

1967. He was also a member of the Rajya Sabha, Lok Sabha and a 
long time member in the Legislative Assembly in Kerala. He took 
part in many struggles of the toiling people and had undergone 
· · 1 and 1mpnsonments many times during the freedom strugg e 
f d · rand 

a terwar s. He was an efficiant organiser, orator, agitato 
administrator. 

*Published m "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delht, Apnl 16. 1995 
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Comrade Imbichi Bawa was an outstanding Communist 
who consistently stood for the cause of the toiling people and 
socialism. The Polit Bureau salutes the memory of Comrade 
Imbichi Bawa and conveys its heartfelt condolences to the members 
of his family. 



Expulsion of Nripen Chakraborty* 

Statement Dated April 13, 1995 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M) to Press 

Nripen Chakraborty, one of the important leaders of the CPI(M), 
has been indulging in gross indiscipline in the recent penod by 
repeatedly and publicly slandering the Party and the Left 
Front Governments of West Bengal and Tripura. This is most 
unfortunate as Nripen Chakraborty has been reared in the 
traditions of the Communist International as a disciplined soldier 
of the Party. 

After the formation of the Left Front Government in Tripura m 
1993, he has been raising various questions about the political 
line of the Party adopted since the Tenth Congress in 1978. He 
has, however, not been participating in Polit Bureau and Central 
Committee meetings where these could be collectively discussed 
and whereby he could also benefit from the discussion. As a 
result, he has been displaying extreme individualism which is 
against the basic principles of collective functioning in a 
Communist Party. 

Since last year he has begun the practice of using .the 
newspapers to malign the Party. He gave a slanderous interview 
to a Bengali newspaper in Calcutta while in hospital. The Central 
Committee then in session took serious note of this and asked the 
general secretary to warn him. He promised not to repeat it. 
However, again, on the eve of the Party Congress; he gave an 
interview slandering the Tripura and West Bengal units of the 
Party. These charges were so wild that even the enemies of the 
Party had not made such allegations. It was fully utilised by the 
Party's political opponents. The general secretary wrote to him on 

*Published 1n PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY•, New Delhi, April 16, 1995. 
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behalf of the Polit Bureau asking him to retract these charges. But 
he did not respond. The Central Committee which met in 
Chandigarh endorsed the Polit Bureau action. Given his long 
record of service and sacrifice to the Communist movement, the 
Central Committee decided to remove him only from all elected 
posts and give him another chance to rectify. 

Unfortunately, instead of correcting himself, he has held a 
Press conference and launched a virulent and defamatory attack 
on the Party and its leaders. The Polit Bureau asked him once 
again to realise the gravity of his mistake and retrace his step. He 
is not prepared to do so. · 

No Party leader, however tall, can flout the common discipline 
of the Party so flagrantly. No Party member can be above the 
Party. The public stance of Nripen Chakraborty has put the Party 
m difficulty in Tripura where it is engaged in a political battle to 
foil the Congress(l)-TUJS campaign to destabilise the situation in 
the state. His slanders cannot be allowed to tarnish the image of 
the Party which has decided in the just concluded 15th Congress 
to conduct a vigorous struggle against the economic policies of 
the Central Government and the communal forces. 

Therefore, the Polit Bureau is left with no other option but to 
expel him from the membership of the Party. It calls upon the 
entire Party to stand united in meeting the motivated offensive 
against the Party. 



~ 
CPl(M) Supports Newspapers Strike* 

Statement Dated April 26, 1995 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) fully supports the decision of the 
newspapers to go on strike on April 27 against the repeated and 
steep increases in the price of newsprint produced in the country. 
The cost of indigenous newsprint has gone up by one and a half 
times in the past five years. The liberalisation of import of 
newsprint has also worked against the smaller newspapers ~ 
the price of imported paper is high. This has badly affected 
the newspaper industry, particularly the small and medium 
newspapers. 

The right of information through the print media must not be 
jeopardised by the exorbitant price of newsprint curbing the 
publication of newspapers. The Polit Bureau demands that the 
Government of India immediately announce measures to supply 
indigenous newsprint at controlled prices to the small and 
medium newspapers. 

*Published in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY•, New Delhi, April 30, 1995. 



On Charges Levelled by 
Nripen Chakraborty* 

Statement Dated April 21, 1995 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

It is unfortunate that when the entire Party has emerged as a 
unified political force after the 15th Congress of the CPl(M) at 
Chandigarh, Nripen Chakraborty, one of the senior leaders of the 
Party, decided to publicly villify the Party at his Press conference 
on April 10. This was not the first time that he went to the Press 
publicly with his false charges and allegations. He had done so 
twice earlier in December 1994 and March 1995. On both these 
occasions the Central Committee, keeping in view his long 
service to the Party and his old age, tried to correct him. It was 
only when all such efforts failed that the Central Committee 
decided to drop him from aJI elected committees. 

Nripen Chakraborty, after his expulsion, has sought to portray 
that he had political differences over a Jong period with the Party 
leadership, from the time of the lOth Congress of the Party in 
1978. This is totally untrue. At no time did Nripen Chakraborty 
express any basic differences with the Party's national political 
line ever since he became a Central Committee member in 1978. 
It is only after his resignation from the Chairmanship of the state 
planning board in Tripura in October 1993 that he began to 
express his disagreement with certain current political positions 
of the Party. This is directly related to the fact that he has no 
position in the state government in Tripura. 

Regarding the allegations he has levelled against the West 
Bengal Government and the Party it must be made clear that these 
charges which he made in August 1994 did not contain a word 
against Com. Jyoti Basu. It is only after disciplinary action was 

*Published m "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delht, April 30, 1995. Refer 
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taken against him by the Central Committee at Chandigarh that he 
has made the wild allegations directed personally agamst 
Com. Jyoti Basu. By targetting a respected leader like Jyot1 Basu 
and the strongest unit of the Party, West Bengal, Nnpen 
Chakraborty has now placed himself at the service of those who 
wish to weaken the Communist movement in Tripura and West 
Bengal. 

It is tragic that Nripen Chakraborty by hurling such slanders 
and wild charges has landed himself in a position where he finds 
congenial the company of Communist-baiters like Mamata 
Banerjee. The absurdity of the charges he has levelled agamst 
both the West Bengal and Tripura Party units and the 
governments clearly indicates the loss of political balance and his 
growing inability to discriminate between right and wrong. 



Polit Bureau Condemns 
Congress(l)-TUJS Threat* 

Statement Issued to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) strongly condemns the decision 
of the Congress(l)-TUJS combine to resort to a 'rasta roko' from 
April 26 to block the Assam-Agartala highway. This highway is 
the lifeline for supplies to Tripura. The Congress(l)-TUJS is 
resorting to such a disruptive action demanding the imposition of 
Disturbed Area Act in the state. The Central Government must 
make it clear that no such interference in the state's affairs is being 
contemplated. 

The Congress(l)-TUJS has also expressed concern about the 
food and dnnking water shortage in the state. By blockading 
the road through which food supplies reach the state, the 
Congress(l)-TUJS will be directly responsible for aggravating the 
food situation in the state. The Polit Bureau calls upon the 
Congress(!) to withdraw the call for the blockade which will 
cause unnecessary suffering to the people. 

*Pubhshed m "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY". New Delhi, Apnl 30, 1995. 



CPI~l)'s Solidarity \\Ith Cuba* 

Polit Bureau's Appeal to Aii Party '{embers 
and Party l" nits 

Dear Comrades, 

The 15th Congre&S of the Communi5t Party of India ~arxist) 
reaffirmed its firm resolve to strengthen solidarity with the 
courageous people of Cuba and their inspiring struggle to 
safeguard socialism under the leadership of the Communist Party 
of Cuba led by Fidel Castro. lbe Congress funher resolved to 
strengthen the solidarity movement in India and the Asia Pacific 
region with the valiant people of Cuba and to be in the forefront of 
collecting further material contribution. 

The entire Party bad moved in a magnificent manner after the 
J4th Congress of the Party to collect substantial quantities of 
w~ rice and mediciae~ to be dispatched to Cuba as part of the 
solidarity campaign which was organised under the auspices of 
the National Committee of Solidarity v.ith Cuba. .Many Party 
units had collected money also. As a result of this massive effort 
more than J 0,000 tonnes of wheat. and 300 tonnes of detergents. 
and substantial quantities of medicines were sent to Cuba in I 993 
and 1994. 

This contribution of the Indian people expressing the solid 
support to the fighting people of Cuba was very much appreciated 
and applauded by the entire Cuban people as was manifest~ at 

the meeting held in Havana to hand over the material, in which 
Fidel Castro and our genera] secretary Surjeet were present. The 
help rendered by the Indian people was referred to in very warm 
and appreciative terms by the fraternal delegate of the Central 
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Committee of the Communist Party of Cuba who attended our 
Party Congress at Chandigarh. 

It was not just the quantity of material aid but the superb spirit 
of solidarity and internationalism, which was acclaimed in 
progressive, anti-imperialist circles the world over. 

The solidarity campaign has to be carried forward in a more 
vigorous manner in the context of the U.S. government's 
continuing blockade. The Party has decided that along with the 
political campaign of solidarity we have to continue to mobilise 
material assistance also in a practical manner. Immediately we 
have to respond to the Cuban people's need for assistance in the 
form of detergents. The National Committee for Solidarity with 
Cuba has already issued a call to collect Rs. 40 lakh. We have to 
be in the forefront of these efforts. 

The Central Committee therefore calls upon all Party units, all 
Party members, all sympathisers and the people to launch an 
urgent campaign to collect funds in a substantial manner so that 
the materials could be purchased and dispatched to Cuba in the 
shortest period of time. 

Since the collections have to be completed by the end of May 
1995 we once again emphasise the urgency of the campaign. 



CPl(M) On Speaker's Proposals* 

Statement Dated May 4, 1995 
Issued by The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The CPl(M) is for strengthening the parliamentary democratic 
system by carrying out urgently required electoral reforms. Instead 
of this agenda, it is puzzling why the Speaker of the Lok Sabha 
should moot proposals suggesting fundamental changes in the 
nature of the political system of the country. The ConstitutJOn 
provides for a parliamentary democratic system based on pohttcal 
parties. Under this system, either a single party or a coaht1on of 
parties which commands a simple ma.iority can form a government 

The proposals put forward for discussion seek to alter the present 
system by suggesting options such as a "coalition government 
with a two-thirds majority in the Lok Sabha, or a national 
government of all parties and even a government consisting of 
persons from outside parliament for a limited period. All these 
proposals are subversive of the political parties system and ignores 
the reality of ideological, class and political differences amongst 
the political parties. The aim of these proposals is to provide for a 
"stability" of the ruling classes, It also seeks to institutionalise an 
arrangenment by which the communal parties will also be part of 
the govemmemt even when they have no mandate from the people 
It is not accidental that the BJP leadership has been talking of a 
Presidential form of government and advocating basic changes in 

the Constitution. 

I~ ~ould be better for the persons holding consutuuonal 
~osltwns to strengthen the existing parliamentary democracy 
ins.tead of initiating changes whose motives are not clear. 

*Published tn PEOPLES DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, May 14, 1995 



Polit Bureau on Charar-e-Sharif 
Incident in Kashmir* 

Statement Dated May 11, 1995 Issued to Press 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) expresses sbock at the act of 
vandalism in setting fire to the Charar-e-Sharif shrine in Kashmir. 
For the past two months the shnne was occupied by armed 
extremists backed by Pakistan. The secunty forces were deployed 
in strength to prevent any mischief. 

It 1s unfortunate that the Central Government and the Governor's 
admm1strat10n could do nothing to prevent the destructive act with 
all the resources at thelf command. The arson which destroyed 
part of the town for the past two days mtl1cted a lot of suffermg on 
the people Yet the government failed to act decisively. 

The CPJ(M) fully sympathises with the people of Kashmlf who, 
mespect1ve of rehgtous affiltattons, venerated the shrine. The 
s1tuat1on requires careful handling so that the people's injured 
feelings are assuaged and the designs of the extremist elements 
foiled. 

*Puhh;hed m PEOPLES DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, May 21, 1995 



CPl(l\1) Greets CP Canada's 
Convention* 

Message Sent to Toronto on May 10, 1995 

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India 
(Marxist) sends its warmest fraternal greetings to the 31 st Central 
Convention of the Communist Party of Canada. 

This convention is being held in the background of complex 
international as well as domestic situations. The CPl(M) has been 
following with great interest the work of the Canadian 
Communists who have emerged from a severe inner-party 
struggle to uphold Marxism-Leninism and proletarian 
internationalism. We are confident that the deliberations of this 
convention will further strengthen this re!>olve and consolidate 
the Communist Party of Canada further by strengthening its live 
links with the Canadian working people. 

The initial setbacks and the sense of demoralisation that 
prevailed some years back following the dismantling of socialism 
in the Soviet Union and East Europe, is today giving way to a 
process of regrouping amongst the Communist forces. Though 
the imperialist ideological offensive continues unabated, the 
working people, the world over have been involved in growing 
struggles to defend their rights and livelihood. 

We are aware that under these circumstances world 
imperialism led by the USA is trying to consolidate and expand 
its hegemonic designs both politically by hijacking the United 
Nations and military interventions, and economically through the 
IMF-World Bank and the GAIT 1994 treaty. Specifically in the 
American continent, the establishment of the NAFfA and the 

*Published m 'PEOPLES DEMOCRACY". New Delhi. May 21, 1995 
The 31 st Central Convention of the Communist Party of Canada was held on 
May 19-22, 1995 at Toronto. 



CPl(M) Greets CP Canada's Convention 531 

attempts to expand it into a trade organisation of the entire 
western hemisphere is imposing hitherto unknown burdens on the 
working people. Canada, suffering from severe U.S. dumping and 
privatisation, is seeing a growth of unemployment and further 
cuts in the social welfare programmes. We are confident that the 
deliberations of your convention will strengthen the militant 
struggles of the working people agamst this new onslaught of 
international capital. 

The CPI(M), fully aware of the problems of inter-nationality 
and mter-ethnic unity in a vast country like India, appreciates the 
efforts being made by the Communist Party of Canada to evolve a 
partnership of the aboriginal people, the French and the En~lish
speaking Canadians on the basis of equality and voluntary 
participation. We wish you all success in these efforts. 

Comrades, due to complex developments in India and the 
preoccupations with the tasks that emerged from our just 
concluded 15th Congress, at which we had the pleasure of having 
the Communist Party of Canada's representative to share our 
experience, we are not in a position to send a delegate from India 
to participate m your convent10n. We sincerely regret this. 
However, the CPI(M) reaffirms its resolve to strengthen the 
solidarity between our parties and thus strengthen our mutual 
ideological commitment to Marxism-Leninism. 

Once again please accept our fraternal Communist greetings 
for the success of your convention, our greetings to all the 
delegates participating and the entire membership of the 
Communist Party of Canada. 



CPl(M) on Supreme Court 
Judgement* 

Statement Dated May 11, 1995 Issued By 
The Polit Bureau to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) 
considers the Supreme Court judgement on the four petitions 
filed by Hindu women who have been deserted by their husbands 
after religious conversion, as a judgement in the right direction. 
The court observed that "a second marriage of a Hmdu husband 
after embracing Islam being violative of justice, equality and 
good conscience would be void on the ground of natural justice". 
Coming down severely on the gross abuse of religion "only for 
the purpose of bigamy" the apex court held that no religion 
permitted religious distortions. It further said that "relig10us 
practices violative of human rights and dignity and sacerdotal 
suffocation of essential civil and material freedom, are not 
autonomy, but oppression". The court directed the Union Jaw 
ministry to state the steps taken so far regarding Article 44 of the 
Constitution which asks the government to endeavour to secure a 
uniform civil code throughout the territory of India. 

However, as one of the judges observed, the uniform civil co~e 
can be concretised "only when the social climate is properly built 
up ... " through a process of consensual discussions. In a secular 
polity, ideally the civil code should be common and unifonn for 
all citizens irrespective of religion. There must be firm efforts to 
combat fundamentalists in all communities who wish to deprive 
women of equal status and rights in property. Only through the 
strengthening of secularism and its corresponding consciousness 
by which every minority community feels secure and has the 
fullest confidence that its rights are protected, can the grounds for 
such a common civil code be created. It is this basis that the 
secular forces will have to strengthen while opposing resolutely 
religious fundamentalists of all varieties. 

*Published m "PEOPLES DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, May 21, 1995. 



Polit Bureau Communique* 

Issued Following Its Two Days Meeting 
Held in May 1995 

The crisis in the Congress( I) was very deep and despite efforts by 
the leadership, nobody could now stop the May 19 convention by 
the dissidents which was certain to lead to a split in the ruling 
party, the CPI(M) general secretary, Harkishan Singh Surjeet, 
told newsmen here today. 

Addressing a Press conference following the two-day meeting 
of the CPl(M) Polit Bureau, Surjeet said the Congress(/) 
leadership had so far been hoping that the convention would not 
be held and the split would not take place, but with only a day left 
it was now clear that "there will be a split in the party and nobody 
can stop it". 

In reply to a spate of questions, Surjeet said he did not think the 
Narasimha Rao Government would fall because of the split but it 
would definitely have major repercussions, particularly on the 
question of economic policy. He said the main reason for the rise 
in dissidence within the Congress( I) was because of the policies 
being pursued by the Narasimha Rao Government. After the string 
of electoral defeats, Congressmen were worried about their future 
prospects-their main question was with what appeal should they 
go to the people? How can secularism be defended? How can a 
self-reliant economy be maintained? How can the conditions of 
the poor be ameliorated? How can corruption be fought? These 
were the questions being asked by Congressmen but the 
leadership had no reply. So far, the leadership had been 
complacent that no split would take place but now they were 
getting into a panic, Surjeet said, reiterating that a split would 
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ensure that the question of economic policies would come to 
the fore. 

Asked whether the CPl(M) would be willing to support the 
Congress( I) under a new Leader, Surjeet said, "We want the 
Congress(/) to go. That was our slogan at the Party Congress. I 
am not interested in seeing a new face. We are interested m a 
change of policies. " 

Asked what the CPl(M)'s attitude would be towards the 
breakaway group of the Congress(/) after the impending split, 
Surjeet said, "They (the dissidents) have raised issues that we have 
been focussing on. But I cannot say what will happen right now. I 
am not an astrologer. We will have to watch the situation-what 
policies they adopt, who are the personalities involved, what 
direction they take-only on that basis will we adopt an attitude. 
Nothing can be said as yet." 

Regarding the economic policies, Surjeet reiterated the 
CPl(M)'sfirm opposition to it and highlighted the Party's demand 
that the Patents Amendment Bill be withdrawn by the government, 
the ENRON deal be scrapped, the licences given to multinational 
deep sea fishing companies be cancelled, and a firm assurance be 
given by the government that the insurance sector will not be 
privatised. The Polit Bureau had decided to intensify the mass 
movement against the economic policies and consultations with 
other Left parties would take place within the next few days to 
chalk out detailed plans of the next stage of the struggle, Surjeet 
said. 

On Kashmir, Surjeet emphasised that the situation there was 
quite different from Punjab where the people of the state, at no 
point of time, had wanted to secede from the country. The Kashmir 
situation was very fragile and the Charar-e-Sharif tragedy has 
only made it worse. Surjeet came out strongly against the 
government's efforts to hold elections in the state in the absence of 
any political initiative. "Holding elections at this stage is only 
playing into the hands of the Americans", he repeatedly said, 
adding that in case of a very low voter turnout the legitimacy of 
the polls would be questioned and the demand for a plebiscite 
a ould once again be raised with the full backing of the U.S. 
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He also reiterated the CPl(M)'s strong criticism of the 
proposals to change the existing parliamentary system in the 
name of providing "stability" and said that the whole game was 
aimed at safeguarding the interests of the ruling classes which 
were afraid of any change that threatened their vested interests. 
He said those who were talking of all political parties coming 
together to elect a Prime Muuster or President were trying to 
subven parliamentary democracy and appeared to think that no 
class interests existed in India. "This is unheard of-instead of 
changing their policies, they want to change the system so that 
their vested interests are protected." 

Sur1eet said the Centre's policies indicated that the 
"Government of India does not consider Tnpura to be part of 
India". The tiny border state was reeling under the most severe 
drought and there was no food or water and an outbreak of 
diseases in epidemic proportions but the Centre remained totally 
oblivious to the state's pleas for assistance. The FCI had 
drastically cut down its food supplies to the region and railways 
too were not sanctioning enough wagons. He said the Centre was 
behaving in a blatantly partisan manner-in the case of the Orissa 
floods, central ministers were rushing to provide aid but there was 
not a word or a gesture towards the people of Tripura only 
because it was ruled by the Left Front, he said. 

COMMUNIQUE 

Kashmir 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) expressed its strong 
condemnation of the b).lrning down of the Charar-e-Sharif shrine. 
The Central Government and the state administration have 
abjectly failed in protecting the shrine, even though for the past 
six months the armed extremists had occupied the shrine. The 
security forces were deployed in strength in the area during the 
past two months but the government failed to take any measure to 
foil the plan of the Pakistan-backed extremists. The destruction of 
the shrine of the Sufi saint has naturally aroused -indignation 
among the people in the valley. The P.B. demands that the 
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Governor be changed and an effective machinery put in place so 
that the political process is strengthened. 

The Narasimha Rao Government has reiterated its resolve to 
hold elections by mid-July in the state even though all the major 
political forces in the valley and at the national level have clearly 
stated that popular participation would be absent, making the 
polls a mockery. The Prime Minister has announced in Parliament 
that the government is prepared to provide maximum autonomy 
within the framework of the Constitution. This is in the correct 
direction. However, this is coupled with the announcement of 
holding of elections soon. It would be a folly to persist in holdmg 
elections without meaningful political initiatives to provide the 
Kashmiri people maximum autonomy and protection of their 
identity. The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) reiterates its opposition 
to holding elections without the necessary political groundwork. 
This will only help Pakistan and the imperialist circles which 
wish to detach Kashmir from India. 

Economic Policies 
The Narasimha Rao Government is trying to get the Patents 

Amendment Law passed in the Rajya Sabha despite the 
opposition's demand for withdrawing the amendments which will 
prove harmful to the country's indigenous scientific and 
technological base and the drugs industry. The Polit Bureau fully 
endorsed the move of the united opposition in the Rajya Sabha to 
prevent the pas5.age of the bill and appealed to all sections of the 
people to demand of the government that it withdraw this 
pernicious legislation. 

The explanation given by the Finance Minister Dr. Manmohan 
Singh to the Congress(!) parliamentary party justifying the record 
of the government on the economic front is an ·exercise in 
deception. The funds generated by the sale of public sector unit 
shares have been used for meeting the budgetary deficit; the 
claims of inflation control are patently false and the government 
is deliberately opening up core areas to the multinational 
companies on terms and conditions which are extremely adverse 
for the country. 
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The Polit Bureau demanded that the Maharashtra Government 
which is undertakmg a review of the Enron project, heed the 
widespread expert opinion on the subject and take a decision to 
cancel the agreement. Similar deals in the power sector which 
provide foreign companies with unjustifiably high rates of return 
and inflict a high power rate on the domestic consumers must be 
also cancelled. The Polit Bureau calls for a renewed debate on the 
opening up of the power and telecom sectors and demands that 
the Central Government review its existing policies. The Polit 
Bureau also warned the government not to allow foreign 
insurance companies to operate in India, and to give a categorical 
assurance that the insurance sector will not be privatised. 

The Polit Bureau expressed full support for the demand of the 
strugglmg fishermen who are asking for the cancellation of the 
licences given to 200 companies to operate deep sea fishing 
trawlers which has threatened the hvehhood of lakhs of 
fishermen and women. The Government of India must reverse the 
retrograde policy of allowmg indiscriminate fishing in India's 
coastal waters which will also damage the ecological balance. 

The P.B. stressed the importance of intensifying the movement 
against the Rao Government's economic policies. By drawing all 
sections of the people in the common struggle, the efforts of the 
BJP and Shiv Sena to divert the discontent on communal lines can 
be f01led. The Poht Bureau decided to hold consultations with the 
Left parties to intensify the struggle against the Centre's 
economic policies. 

No Change in Parliamentary .System 

The Polit Bureau sharply criticised the proposals mooted by 
various leading personalities including the former President 
R. Venkataraman and the Speaker of the. Lok Sabha, which 
advocate in some form or the other a national government of all 
parties, a Presidential form of government, or a coalition of 
parties with differing ideological and class basis through 
Constitutional amendments which would make the formation of 
such governments obligatory. These proposals are inimical to the 
party-based parliamentary democracy provided for in the 
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Constitution. They reflect the anxiety over the loss of power by 
the Congress(!) m the forthcoming elections and also the rulmg 
classes' concern for stability to pursue policies which are in thetr 
interests. The Polit Bureau reiterates that what is required are 
immediate steps to reform the electoral process so that the system 
of parliamentary democracy is strengthened and peoples nghts 
defended. What is required is not an alteration in the 
parliamentary system of government but a change in the basic 
policies pursued by the Centre. 

Attack On States' Rights 
The Polit Bureau opposed the setting up of six new 

departments by the Central Government which mostly deal with 
the implementation of centrally sponsored schemes in the states, 
including funds for local bodies. Further this step goes against the 
stated objective of the National Development Council to transfer 
centrally sponsored schemes to the states. These are areas which 
fall under the purview of the States and the Central Government 
should not encroach further on the states' rights. 

Scrap TADA 

The Polit Bureau demanded that the TADA law be scrapped. 
The widespread misuse of its draconian provisions provide no 
justification for its continuance. The West Bengal and Tripura 
Governments along with many other State Governments have 
requested the Centre to repeal the law. 

Congress(!) Crisis 

Differences within the Congress(!) have deepened. In the 
background of the defeats suffered by the Congress(!) in the 
assembly elections, the economic policies, attitude to 
communalism and corruption, all have become matters of debate 
within the party. The Congress(!) leadership has refused to take 
up for serious discussion the pohcy questions which are relevant 
to the decline of the party's mass influence and which are 
damaging the country's interests. The recent Congress(!) working 
committee has harped on discipline while avoiding debate on the 
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policies pursued by the Government. Such an approach is leading 
to a division of the Congress(!) party. 

Tripura 
The P.B. expressed deep concern at the serious drought 

situation in the state. The remote tribal areas have been badly 
affected by the shortage of drinking water and the outbreak of 
gastroenteritis. The Central Government has failed to provide 
adequate food stocks to the state government despite repeated 
requests in advance to meet stock requirements for the lean 
season. The Central Government must immediately respond to 
the request for central assistance to meet this natural calamity. 

The Polit Bureau also criticised the Central Government for not 
providing adequate paramilitary forces to the state to meet the 
situation, to tackle the problem of the extremist groups operating 
from across the border. In the recent period the strength of the 
paramilitary forces have been reduced in the state. Neither has the 
Centre sanctioned the funds required for the modernisation of the 
state pohce or for raising new battalions. Such a partisan outlook 
by the Centre only hampers the principled policy of the state 
government to protect tribal, non-tribal unity and strengthen 
national unity in this sensitive border state. 

Sri Lanka 

The CPI(M) had appreciated the peace initiative of President 
Chandrika Kumaratunga which was in tune with the aspirations 
of the Sinhalese and Tamil people for ending the long standing 
conflict and for peace. This initiative led to the beginning of talks 
with the LITE and measures to ease the difficulties of the civilian 
population of Jaffna. However, the unreasonable and disruptive 
approach of the LITE has led to the breakdown of the 
negotiations and the resumption of hostilities. This is an 
extremely unfortunate development which has once again 
heightened the suffering of the Tamil people in the Northern and 
Eastern areas. The situation of civil war provoked by the LITE 
helps the imperialists to directly intervene in the affairs of 
Sri Lanka. 
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The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) stands for the nghts of the 
Tamil people to be safeguarded through genuine autonomy w1thm 
the framework of Sri Lankan unity. This can be achieved only 
through the political process of negotiations, efforts for which 
should not be abandoned. 



On BSP's Cynical Opportunism* 

Statement Dated June 2, 1995 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

For some time now strains had developed between the Samajwadi 
Party and the BSP in the U.P. Government. The BJP has 
successfully utilised the crisis to break the Government by 
assuring its support to the BSP. 

The SP-BSP alliance had come to power in the 1993 elections 
on a mandate to fight communalism. The BSP leadership will 
have to pay a heavy price for this act of cynical opportunism. The 
secular and democratic minded people of U.P., including the 
oppressed sections, who are conscious of the communal danger, 
cannot approve such an unprincipled alliance. The BJP is 
manoeuvring to regain power. The CPl(M) will expose the 
devious game of the BJP. 

* Pubhshed m PEOPLES DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, June 11, 1995. 



Rebuff This U.S. Threat* 

Statement Dated June 5, 1995 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The U.S. Government has issued a warning that if the Dabhol 
Power Project is cancelled, then all power projects with foreign 
investment will be in jeopardy. The statement by the U.S. 
Department of Energy is a brazen attempt to interfere and 
intimidate the review process being undertaken by the 
Maharashtra Government of the Enron Power Project at Dabhol. 

The Central Government is in no position to rebuff such 
blatant threats as seen in the response of the Indian embassy in 
Washington which has assured that the Enron issue will be 
resolved satisfactorily. 

The review committee with the BJP Deputy Chief Minister as 
its head has to go strictly by the interests of the people and the 
state and scrap the agreement with Enron. Anything short of this 
will be a betrayal of the country's interests. 

*Published m PEOPLES DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, June II, 1995. 



Polit Bureau Assails Bid To Scuttle 
Tripura Poll* 

Statement Dated June 11, 1995 Issued to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) 
expresses its strong disapproval of the latest move by the Tnpura 
Governor Ramesh Bhandari to scuttle the elections to the Tripura 
Tnbal Autonomous District Council scheduled to be held from 
July 8. The present term of the Autonomous District Council will 
end next month. It is essential that fresh elections are held so that 
the democratic process is not interfered with. The Tripura Left 
Front Government is committed to holding regular elections to all 
the elected bodies. It is in this light that elections were to be 
notified. 

However, the Congress(I)-TUJS combine does not want to face 
elections. Due to their gross mistake and corruption, the 
Autonomous Council, which was set up by the earlier Left Front 
Government to serve the tnbal people, was badly affected. 
Re~pondmg to the1r interests, the Governor has taken the 
mischievous step of suggesting the setting up of a fresh 
Commiss10n to go in to the question of delimitation of 
constituencies. This would mean accepting the Congress-TUJS 
demand for postponement of election. 

Ramesh Bhandari has, once again, nakedly acted as a partisan 
advocate for the Congress-TU JS combme. His proposal has come 
along with the visit of Santosh Mohan Deb to Agartala to demand 
postponement of the election. The Tripura State Government has 
rightly rejected this the Governor's proposal. 

The P.B. warns tre Tripura Governor and the Central 
Government not to violate the constitutional and democratic 
norms by seeking to extend the life of the present Council beyond 
its term by postponing elections. The Governor has no right to go 
against the advice of the State Government. 

*Published m "PEOPLES DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, June 18, 1995 



Polit Bureau Welcomes Release of 
Aung San Sou Kyi* 

Statement Dated July 11, 1995 Issued to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) welcomes the unconditional 
release of Aung San Suu Kyi. Defying world public opinion, the 
ruling junta in Myanmar kept her under house arrest for the last 
six years. The Polit Bureau hopes that democracy will be fully 
restored in Myanmar and people will be given their due rights. 

*Published m 'PEOPLES DEMOCRACY", New Delhi. July 16, 1995. 



On Judiciary's Credibility* 

Statement Dated July 8, 1995 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) expresses condemnation and 
exasperation at the manner in which the prime· suspect in the 
Nama Sahni murder case, Sush1I Sharma, former President of the 
Delhi Youth Congress, has been able to obtain anticipatory bail 
from the principal sessions court, Madras. Two days ago, 
Sudhakaran, MLA and President of the Congress(!) district 
committee in Kannur, Kerala, was able to obtam anticipatory bail 
from a Delhi court. Sudhakaran is an accused in a case relating to 
an attempt on the life of E.P. Jayarajan, CPI(M) MLA and Kannur 
district Secretary of the CPl(M). Jayarajan was shot at and mjured 
in Andhra Pradesh while returning after attending the 15th 
CPI(M) Congress in Chand1garh. In both these cases, the 
prov1~ion for granting anticipatory bail has been misused, with 
the people losing faith in the credibility of the judiciary. 

In the case of Sushil Kumar, the counsel in Madras who moved 
the bail application, stated that he had been instructed by a 
politician from Delhi. This is accompanied by reports of Sushil 
Sharma's close and dubious connections with certain Central 
ministers. This is indicative of the rot and criminalisation that has 
set in in the Congress party. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) urges upon the people to 
remain vigilant to ensure that the culprits are brought to book and 
do not go scot-free owing to their connections with the ruling 
party at the Centre. 

*Published m "PEOPLES DEMOCRACY", New Delht, July 16, 1995. 



LTTE Must Come To Negotiations 
To Solve Tamil Ethnic Problem 
in Sri Lanka* 

Statement Dated July 12, 1995 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) is deeply concerned about the 
intensification of armed conflict between the LTTE and the Sn 
Lankan armed forces. Press reports indicate that a number of 
civilian casualties among Jaffna Tamils have taken place and that 
this conflict has led to displacement of many Tamils from their 
homes. The Polit Bureau expresses its deep anguish at these 
sufferings and extends sympathy to the Tamils of J affna. 

The Polit Bureau had earlier pointed out that the unreasonable 
and disruptive approach of the LTTE had led to the breakdown of 
the negotiations and resumption of hostilities which has 
heightened the sufferings of the Tamil people in the northern and 
eastern areas. 

Even now it is not too late for the LTTE to come back to the 
negotiating talk, and the Sri Lankan Government to respond 
positively, so that the military conflict may be immediately 
stopped and theTamil people's sufferings can be put an end to. 
The Polit Bureau reiterates its position that the Tamil ethnic 
problem cannot be resolved through armed conflict, but can be 
settled only through the political process of negotiations. 

*Published tn PEOPLES DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, July 16, 1995. 



Central Committee Communique* 

Issued Following its Meeting on July 16-18, 1995 
Held in New Delhi 

The first full-fledged three-day meeting (July 16-18) of the new 
Central Committee of the CPJ(M) which concluded at New Delhi, 
July 18, reiterated the resolve taken at the Fifteenth Congress 
to defeat both the Congress( I) and the BJP in the coming General 
Electwns and rally all Left, secular and democratic forces to 
alhieve this objective. 

Addressing a Press conference at the Party's headquarters on 
July 19 evening on the Central Committee meetmg, the CPJ(M) 
General Secretary, Harkishan Smgh Surjeet, said while streng
thening the left through unleashi'lg mass struggles and enhancing 
Left unity was important, the left alone could not achieve the 'aim 
of defeating both the Congress(/) and BJP. For this, it was 
necessary to bring together a range of secular forces including 
those who are not in the National Front. He specifically 
mentioned Mulayam Singh Yadav's Samajwadi Party in this 
context and said, "if you want to defeat the BJP in Uttar Pradesh, 
you cannot leave out Mulayam". 

In reply to questions on whether the secular opposition parties 
would be working out a 'common minimum programme' for the 
elections, Surjeet said it was too early to talk about such 
programmes. "Let things emerge first, let them come out with 
their own programme first, we are not in a hurry to reach a 
common programme", he said. In response to persistent 
questioning on this issue, he said the primary task before the 
CPI( M) in this regard was to bring together all the secular forces 
to a common understanding on the need to defeat the BJP and the 
Congress(/). "Many hurdles have to be overcome, many details 

*Published m "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, July 23, 1995 
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have to be worked out, we have to argue wllh them, we have to 
convince them" to come· together, Surjeet said, adding that a 
common minimum programme was not the issue but the rallying 
together of these forces. Asked if this was enough to form an 
electoral alternative, Surjeet pointed out that defeating these 
two enemies meant a defeat of the policies of mortgaging 
the country's economic sovereignty as well as a defence of 
secularism. 

Asked whether the CPI(M) had decided to hold talks wtth the 
breakaway group of the Congress(/), Surjeet said, "Let them 
decide where they stand. We have only stated that the issues they 
have raised-about corruption, ·against communalism, against 
the economic policies-are positive. But first we are interested in 
bringing together the secular opposition forces". 

Regarding the CPl(M) 's support for the V. Gopalsamy-led 
MDMK in Tamil Nadu, Surjeet said he had attended their state 
conference and because of the stand they had taken against 
both the Central and State Government's economic policies, in 
defence of secularism and against corruption, the CPl(M) had 
decided to work with them. At the same time, the CPl(M) has 
made it clear that it differs with their chauvinist understanding of 
the Sri Lankan ethnic problem and does not in any way support 
the MDMK stand. He pointed out that on the Sri Lankan. issue, 
not just the MDMK but all the Dravidian parties were competing 
with each other to appear more stridently pro-Tamil. The MDMK, 
however, had given up its earlier Tamil separatist demand within 
India and reiterated its commitment to India's unity at the state 
conference, Surjeet said. 

Apart from the question of elections and electoral alternatives, 
Surjeet also spoke at length on the Central Committee's decision 
to step up the battle against the economic policies in a big way. 
The Central Committee has lent fall support to the call given by 
the National Platform of Mass Organisations for a campaign 
from September to November and also called upon all Party units 
to observe August 8 against price-rise by calling for strengthening 
the public distribution system. 

Surjeet lambasted the government and its supporters for 
persistently carrying out a mischievous propaganda claiming 
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that there was no difference between the economic policies of the 
Central Government and that of West Bengal. He pointed out that 
the West Bengal Government was not privatising public sector 
units, and not going in for ENRON-type of agreements in the 
power sector which completely bartered away the Indian 
people's interests. He said the Prime Minister and the Finance 
Minister constantly claimed that there was complete "consensus" 
among all political parties on the economic reforms forgetting 
that "they have still not been able to get the Patent Bill passed 
because of their lack of majority rn the Rajya Sabha". 

Asked whether the CPl(M) would coordinate with the BJP in 
its fight against the seven foreign funded power projects which 
have received counter-guarantees, Surjeet said there was no 
coordmation with the BJP yet on this question but "if they 
support the stand we take, we have no objection". On the issue of 
the Patent Bill too, the BJP had taken a similar stand as the Left, 
he pointed out. 

The Central Committee also sharply condemned the BJP's 
wholly unprincipled manoeuvre in installmg the Mayawati 
Government in U.P. and condemned the VHP's efforts to once 
again whip up communal tension through ekatmata yagnas, and 
agitations m Varanasi and Mathura. 

Regarding the question of a uniform civil code, Surjeet said 
while this was a desirable goal, "a climate must be created" to 
achieve this. He said there was a wrong impression, deliberately 
fostered by the BJP and other chauvinist forces, that Hindu laws 
were superior and ensured equality for women. He said even Atal 
Behari Vajpayee was forced to admit recently that Hindu women 
had the right to residence but no right to a share of property in 
many cases. He said the struggle to achieve equal status for 
women should be taken up by all communities and laws should be 
amended for this purpose. Through this struggle for equal laws, a 
climate can be eventually created for a uniform civil code. 

Referring to the gruesome murder of Naina Sahni allegedly by 
her husband, a Youth Congress(/) leader, Surjeet said the 
manner in which the entire Congress( I) party and the Youth 
Congress(/) were trying to shield the culprit was utterly shameful 
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and showed the depths to which cnminalisatwn had affected 
bourgeois political parties. He said for all lls high moral posture, 
the BJP was no better and several of its legislators m U.P. were 
known to have criminal links. 

Regarding the spate of elections in West Bengal, Sur1eet said 
the Left Front had done phenomenally well in the three assembly 
by-elections but had faced some setbacks m the municipal 
elections. The Calcutta Municipal Corporation election results 
were also not up to the mark but the propaganda that the CPl(M) 
was crumbling in West Bengal was thoroughly misplaced. He 
said the Central Committee has asked West Bengal to prepare a 
full review of all the elections that have taken place. "We will try 
to overcome our shortcomings and solve the problems", Sur1eet 
asserted. 

The Central Committee's communique issued on this occaswn 
follows: 

Economic Situation 
The Central Committee noted that the Narasimha Rao 

Government's stubborn insistence to pursue economic policies 
favouring foreign multinational companies and big business is 
aggravating the economic sufferings of the people. The starkest 
illustration of this inhuman policy is the fact that the government 
has 30 million tonnes of foodgrains stocked up while the prices 
of foodgrains steadily continue to increase. The Narasimha Rao 
Government has refused the demand for lower prices of 
foodgrains supplied through the public distribution system. On 
the contrary, in its drive to curtail food subsidy, the government 
has repeatedly hiked up the prices of supplies through the public 
distribution system to bring it on par with the market prices. l?e 
issue price of wheat has been increased by 72 per cent and of nee 
by 86 per cent since 1991. 

Though the government claims to have slowed down the rate 
of inflation, there is no relief for the common people. Apart from 
the prices of foodgrains, prices of other food articles went up by 
18.4 per cent in 1994-95. The prices of pulses have reached 
exorbitant levels. This is having disastrous effects on the poor 
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with cases of malnutrition deaths and other hunger related 
diseases spreadmg in the rural areas. The Central Committee 
demanded that the Rao Government immediately lower the prices 
of all foodgrains supplied through the public distribution system 
by 50 per cent; increase supplies from the Food Corporation of 
India, particularly to the north-eastern states and bring 
14 essential commodities into the expanded network of the 
PDS. 

Scrap Enron Project 
The Central Committee strongly condemned the anti

nat10nal policy of the Central Government with regard to the 
telecom and power sectors. The unjustified favours shown to 
MNCs in the telecom and power sectors will cost the country 
dearly with huge resources flowing out of the country through the 
unconscionable agreements signed with foreign companies. 
The Enron project at Dabhol and the illegal agreement with the 
U.S. West in the telecom sector exemplify the government's 
surrender. With the submission of the review report by the 
cabmet sub-committee to the Maharashtra Government, the 
State Government should without delay cancel the agreement 
with Enron. 

In three vital sectors the struggle against privatisation and entry 
of MNCs has come into focus-power, telecom and the financial 
sector. In the case of insurance sector the Rao Government has 
promised to open up this sector after the elections. The CPI(M) 
demands a review of the power and telecom policies which go 
agamst the interests of the country and indigenous technology. 
Alternative policies have been worked out which can meet the 
country's requirements for power and communications. 

The Central Committee congratulated the telecom department 
employees who went on a four-day strike against the privatisation 
policy. It was an important struggle as the employees were 
fighting not for immediate demands bu~ for a change in policy 
vital to the country's interests. The Central Committee 
condemned the betrayal by the leadership of the telecom unions 
which called off the strike without consulting the employees. 
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Nevertheless, the militant mood of the employees is an indicator 
of the popular feelmg against the sell-out to foreign capital. 

Defend Public Sector 
The Central Committee condemned the Congress(!) Govern

ment going back on its commitment to assist the modernisation of 
the Indian Iron and Steel Company (IISCO) plant. Despite the 
assurance that SAIL would be endorsed with the modem1sat1on, 
the Rao Government is now refusing to provide the budgetary 
support of Rs. 1100 crore for that purpose. The Central 
Committee also sharply criticised the Congress(!) Government's 
refusal to take a clear decision to outlaw foreign and joint sector 
companies from deploying deep sea trawlers which affect the 
livelihood of lakhs of fisher families. The Central Committee also 
demanded that the Bailadilla mines not be handed over to the 
private sector and be retained with the National Mineral 
Development Corporation. 

The Congress(!) Government and the media which support the 
economic policies, seek to confuse the people about th(( policies 
of the Left Front Government in West Bengal. They wish to 
portray that the Left Front Government is adopting the same 
policies as the Centre. Nothing can be farther from the truth. 
The West Bengal Government is opposed to the privatisation 
of public sector units. For instance, in the power sector, the 
West Bengal Government is against privatisation of the existing 
power plants in the state sector; it will not allow 100 per cent 
foreign owned power projects like Enron; since the Centre will 
not provide funds for power sector expansion in the public sector, 
it has decided to allow private sector participation in joint sector 
projects. Here too, the rates for power and the terms ~d 
conditions will be regulated and effective control will vest with 
the state. The CPl(M), therefore, calls for the review of all the 
seven foreign funded projects which have received counter
guarantees from the Central Government such as the lb valley 
project in Orissa and Cogentrix project in Karnataka. 

The Central Committee called for intensifying the struggle 
against the economic policies of the Congress(!) Government. In 
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this connection the Central Committee lent full support to the call 
given by the National Platform of Mass Organisatio~s. for a 
campaign from September to end-November to mob1hse all 
sections of the people against the new economic policies. 

Observe Day for PDS 
The Central Committee called upon all Party units to observe 

August 8 against price-rise by calling for strengthening the public 
distribution system. The demand for expansion of the public 
distribution system, reduction of the prices of foodgrains and 
other items supplied through the system by 50 per cent and the 
release of foodstocks piled up by the FCI for the purpose must 
form the focus for the campaign. The Central Committee also 
asked all its Party units to take the lead in developing local 
struggles on issues affecting the people linked to the economic 
policies. 

U.P.: BJP Manoeuvre 
The Central Committee, reviewing the developments in Uttar 

Pradesh, sharply condemned the BJP's manoeuvre in installing 
the Mayawati Government in Uttar Pradesh. The hypocritical 
posture of concern for the dalits in U.P. is in stark contrast with 
the record of the BJP Government in Gujarat where atrocities on 
dalits have taken place in Kadi with the open abetment of a 
minister. Such an unprincipled and opportunist alliance between 
the BJP and the BSP cannot provide any governance which can 
bring relief to the oppressed sections or help the development of 
U.P. The Central Committee condemned the Vishwa Hindu 
Parishad' s call for resumption of the agitation in Varanasi at the 
Gyan Vapi mosque under the pretext of conducting religious 
ceremonies.The Central Committee also warned against activities 
like the ekatmata yagna proposed by the VHP and allied outfits 
which can only increase communal tensions. 

The judgement by a two-member bench of the Supreme 
Court upholding the disqualification of a Shiv Sena MLA in 
Maharashtra has underlined the need for bringing in legislation 
to prohibit the mixing of religion and politics. The judgement 
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argues, not very correctly, the limitations of existing laws to 
prevent appeals to religion. The Congress(!) Government has 
done nothmg to push through the amendments to the Representa
tion of People's Act which will help curb political activities usmg 
religion. The Central Committee demands the adoption of this 
Bill in the next session of parliament. 

On Common Civil Code 
The Central Committee endorsed the stand taken by the Poht 

Bureau on the issue of a uniform civil code. The recent Supreme 
Court judgement calling for steps to be taken towards a common 
civil code has also stated that a climate of acceptability amongst 
the minorities must be created for such a measure. Our Party 
welcomed the broad direction given in the judgement. At the 
same time, certain remarks in the judgement give an impress10n 
that the Hindu social laws have been reformed while in reahty 
discrimination agamst Hindu women continue in the present 
set-up. Instead of imposing a comnion civil code by state decree, 
it is essential that the rights of women and their equal status is 
taken up for all communities and existing laws be amended or 
fresh legislation initiated providing equality for women in 
marriage, property. and other social matters. This can help m 
paving the way towards evolving a common civil code. Withm 
the minorities, the fundamentalist opposition to equal rights for 
women has to be countered. The BJP' s motivated campaign for 
introducing a uniform civil code purely for rousing feelings 
against the minorities must be exposed. Further, the BJP has 
never initiated any serious move for reform of Hindu laws which 
are retrograde and discriminate against women. 

Kashmir 

The Central Committee demanded that the Congress(!) 
Government work out a comprehensive policy on the Kashmir 
question. Despite the five-point proposal advocated by the 
Left Parties the Government shows no urgency in tackling 
the situation. The current crisis of extremists holding six 
foreign tourists hostage shows the reality at the ground level. 
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The assurance of the Prime Minister that maximum autonomy 
short of azadican be provided was welcome but it should not 
ramain on paper. Neither is the government initiating any 
political measure to assure the Kashmiri people of their identity 
and provide for maximum autonomy nor is the administration 
able to see that development funds allotted to the valley are spent 
for the purposes intended. Only if such political and 
administrative measures as can restore confidence among the 
people are implemented can the favourable situation for elections 
be created. 

Multi-Member EC Welcome 
The Central Committee expressed its deep appreciation of the 

Supreme Court judgement upholding the formation of a multi
member commission with equal powers to all commissioners. 
With this judgement the CEC, T.N. Seshan's illegal and 
arbitrary stand on arrogating all powers to himself will be 
checked. It is essential that the multi-member commission 
function on the guidelines now set by the court. The next step to 
ensure the independence of the comm1ss1on is to legislate for the 
appointment of commissioners by a process of consultation by 
the executive with other authorities set out in the Dmesh 
Goswami Committee report on electoral reforms. 

Root Out Criminalised Politics 
The gruesome murder of Naina Sahni in New Delhi per

petrated by a prominent Youth Congress leader has shocked 
public opinion. It starkly illustrates the lumpen quality of many 
Congress(I) functionaries. The policies and practice of the ruling 
party provides a key stimulus to degeneration in public life. In 
Kerala, a Congress(!) MLA who is implicated in the attempt to 
murder the CPI(M) leader E.P. Jayarajan, is desperately seeking 
to avoid arrest. Other bourgeois parties also harbour such 
elements. The CPI(M) will relentlessly expose all such criminal 
and corrupt activities which vitiate public life. 

West Bengal Polls 

The Central Committee greeted the Left Front for winning the 
the three assembly by-elections with increased ma.iorities. 
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This shows the strong support of the people. In the mumcipal 
elections, the Left Front won a majority of the local bodies, 
though there is some erosion of support. The state committee of 
the Party will review these elections along with the Calcutta 
Corporation results. The Central Committee has asked the state 
umt to analyse the performance and take the necessary steps to 
remedy the organisational weaknesses and other shortcomings. 

Build Left, Democratic, Secular Unity 

The Central Committee reviewed the political events with 
regard to the forthcoming parliament elections. The recent 
by-elections in a number of states have confirmed that the 
Congress(!) is losing ground and the people vote for a Left, 
secular opposition where they are able to provide the alternative. 
Out of the 28 seats for which elections were held, the Left and 
secular opposition parties won 13, the Congress(!)· ten and the 
BJP three. 

The Central Committee decided to work for the defeat of both 
the Congress(!) and the BJP in the coming elections. The 
Congress(!) Government must be removed for its anti-national 
economic policies, its compromise with communalism, its rank 
corruption and failure to defend national unity. The BJP which 
poses as an alternative to the Congress(!) will only help dividing 
the people by its communal platform and can offer no alternative 
as it is basically an advocate of privatisation and liberalisation. It 
is the Left Parties which are consistent defenders of the people's 
interests and which provide alternative policies to the Congress(!) 
Government. In the coming period the mass movements led 
by the Left must be intensified. The Left Parties will project their 
stand on all issues concerning economic polices, communa
lism, national unity, state sponsored corruption and defence of 
people's rights. The Central Committee accords key importance 
to the strengthening of the Party and the Left in the coming 
electoral battle. 

In order to defeat the Congress(!) and the BJP and to ensure 
that an effective national electoral alternative emerges, the 
CPl(M) and the Left will strive for the widest understanding 
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with all the secular opposition parties. The Central Committee 
directs the Polit Bureau to take steps unitedly with the Left 
Parties to mobilise all secular opposition forces in the political 
arena. For this consultations will be held with the Janata Dai and 
the National Front. Parties like the Samajwadi Party in Uttar 
Pradesh and similar forces in other states must also be rallied. 
Despite all its tall talk, the BJP is in no position to come 
anywhere near becoming an electoral alternative at the national 
level. It is, therefore, essential that along with the mass struggles 
and movements on a whole range of people's issues initiated 
by the Left, preparations be made for bmldmg up an electoral 
alliance which will encompass all the Left, democratic and 
secular forces. This will ensure that the people's aspirations 
for a change in government, for a change in policies are met 
and fulfilled. 



Report on Political Developments 
Since lSth Party Congress* 

Adopted by The Central Committee of 
The CPI(M) in its Meeting Held in New Delhi on 
July 16-18, 1995 

Three months have passed since the I 5th Congress of our Party 
wherein along with the evaluation of the Party line since the 14th 
Congress and the review made of it, we had made a full 
assessment of the international and national situation. Assessing 
the national situation we came to the conclusion that we are 
passing through a period of political instability as was seen in the 
14th Party Congress itself and the country is today facmg serious 
challenges hke the threat to economic sovereignty due to 
the pohcy of liberalisation followed by the Narasimha Rao 
Government at the dictates of !MF/World Bank, threat to natwnal 
unity arismg out of the activities of the BJP and the other 
communal forces along with the compromising role of the ruhng 
party, the continuing separatist movements hke m Kashmir and 
the North East threaten the unity of the country itself and the 
rampant corruption combined with the criminalisation of politics 

There has been growing resistance to these policies by the Left 
democratic and patriotic mmded people. It was also stated that 
due to these policies there is growmg isolation of the Congress(!) 
Party from the masses, but in the absence of a coherent Left, 
democratic and secular alternative BJP is trying to ut1hse the 
discontent. Therefore, the task emerging out of this assessment 
was that to meet the concrete s1tuat1on facing the country, the 
Party should stnve to strengthen the Left forces by mobihsing the 
people on these issues and to forge the unity of the Left, 
democratic and secular forces to ward off the present danger in 
order to defeat the Congress(!) and the BJP in the next electwns. 

* Pubhsh.:d .is a booklet m August 1995 
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For this the Party will have to take further initiative to develop 
resistance to the economic policies as well as against communal
ism and other dangers facing the country today. For this purpose 
we have to consistently develop mass movements drawing in the 
working class, peasantry and other sections of the toiling people 
with a view to strengthening the Left forces in the country and 
to be able to rally the other democratic and secular forces to 
achieve the objective. 

Three months are not a sufficient penod to make a full 
a~se~sment of the developments. But even then, it can be stated 
that the maJor events that have occurred are broadly in conformity 
with the analysis made in the Party Congress. In this period, there 
were assembly by-elections in many states which showed that the 
Congres~(I) continues to lose ground and the secular oppo~ition 
bagged the largest number of seat~; the increasing isolation of the 
Congre~~(I) has led to the split in the Party with a group headed by 
Tiwari and Arjun Singh; the growing resi~tance to economic 
liberali~at1on mamfe~ted in the widespread oppo~1t1on to the 
Enron power project at Dabhol and the five-day stnke by the 
telecom worker~ against pnvatisat1on. The cns1s in the poht1cal 
sphere was also manifested in the failure of the ruling party to get 
important legislations passed in Parliament. Both the Patent 
Amendment Bill and the legislat10n to replace TADA were stalled 
in the RaJya Sabha due to stiff opposition. The situation in 
Kashmir got aggravated after the destruction of the Charar-e
Sharief shrine and the government finally forced to postpone 
elect10ns. The BJP continued to manoeuvre to strengthen itself 
before the Parliament elections. The developments in U.P. resulted 
in the dismissal of Mulayam Singh Government and the 
installat10n of the BSP Government headed by Mayawati with the 
support of the BJP. The VHP has announced plans for stepping up 
its agitation on Kashi and Mathura to foment communal tensions. 
The Congress(I) manoeuvres against Left-led states continue as 
seen in the conspiracy to postpone the ADC elections in Tripura. 
The gory killing of a woman by the former President of the 
Delhi Youth Congress(I) exposes the moral degradation as well as 
criminali~ation of politics encouraged by the ruling party. 
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By-Elections 
In May, by-elections for 28 assembly seats spread over 13 states 

were held. These confirmed the trends already noted m the two 
rounds of assembly elections held m 10 states. The Congress(I) 
could wm only 10 of the 28 seats. An analysis of the results show 
that the Congress(!) has not made any gains and has retained either 
its sitting seats or m the states where 1t 1s in power. The Congress(l) 
drew a blank in U.P., Bihar, West Bengal, Andhra Pradesh, Pun3ab 
and Karnataka. In Kerala, A.K. Anthony won his seat ma Muslim 
League stronghold, were also the UDF percentage of votes showed 
a erosion of 13 per cent the major gainer being the other communal 
parties. The BJP fared badly winning only 3 seats-two in 
Ra3asthan and one in Uttar Pradesh. It could not win any of the 
four states either in M.P. or Himachal where it is trad1t1onally 
strong. Even m U.P. the SamaJwadi Party was able t9 wm 
comfortably m three seats and the BJP could retam its sittmg seat 
only by a narrow margin of 900 votes. The Janata Dai won three 
seats m B1har and the smgle seat in Karnataka; the Left Front won 
all the three seats with bigger margins in West Bengal; the Telugu 
Desam won a\\ the three seats m Andhra Pradesh including 
wrestrng one from the Congress(!); the SamaJwadi Party won 
three m U.P. Taken together the non-Congress(!), non~BJP Left 
and secular opposition parties were able to win I 3 seats. This is a 
significant pomter. In Punjab the by-election for one seat went to 
the Akali Dal(B) and one seat was won by an independent m 
Bihar. 

These results as the earlier asssembly elections, show that the 
Congress(l) \s losing ground steadily among the people. Where 
the secular and Left Parties are an effective force they are making 
headway and the BJP is gaining where such a force 1s absent. 

Economic Policies 
In spite of the electoral defeats, the government is determmed 

to pursue the same policy as earlier. In fact one Central Minister 
after another including the Prime Mmister goes on to assure U.S 
imperialism that whatever changes take place in the country, there 
is no going back on the economic reforms. 
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The Narasimha Rao Government is brazenly defending the 
worst features of the economic policies which are causing serious 
damage to the country's interests and the people's livelihood. The 
determination with which the Prime Minister and his Cabinet 
colleagues are defending the Enron project at Dabhol shows the 
close nexus between the Congress(!) ministers and multinational 
corporations. Despite the widespread cnticism and well established 
facts about the favouritism shown and totally unjustified terms 
given to the Enron company, the review conducted by the new 
Shiv Sena-BJP Government has led to a frenzy of statements 
by Congress(!) ministers predicting. The movement to stop the 
Enron project has elicited wide support from different sections 
of the people including some who favour liberalisation. We 
have to see what the Shiv Sena-BJP Government decides on 
the matter. 

Similarly in the telecom sector the new telecom policy and 
guidelines are scandalous in giving special favours to the multi
nationals while discriminating against public sector units of the 
country in bidding for new contracts. The significant strike by the 
telecom employees was against this privatisation and entry of 
multinationals and the Narasimha Rao Government has refused to 
revise the terms and conditions in the new policy. The four-day 
telecom stnke was a landmark as the employees were fighting not 
for immediate demands but for a change in policy for the whole 
sector which is vital to the country's interests. Though the strike 
struggle could not be carried on due to the reformist sections in 
the leadership, the militant mood of the employees is an indicator 
of the popular feelings against the MNCs. 

In three vital sectors the struggle against privatisation and entry 
of MNCs has come into focus-power, telecom and the financial 
sector. The Narasimha Rao Government is committed to opening 
up the financial sector to foreign institutions including insurance. 
But it has informed them that it can be done only after the next 
elections. In both power and telecom we have demanded a review 
of the existing policy and must step up the struggle for an 
alternative policy in these sectors which can meet the country's 
requirements for power and communications. 
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The adverse impact of the pro-multinational pro-big business 
policies is becoming evident in all other spheres too. The recent 
struggle of lakhs of workers in the f1shmg industry against the use 
of deep sea trawlers by foreign and joint stock companies has 
h1ghhghted the loss of Iivehhood for lakhs of fisher fam1hes 
which are engaged m traditional fishing or small mechanised 
operations. The Government of India has been forced to accede to 
review by a reconstituted committee but the struggle of the fishing 
workers has to be fully supported and special efforts must be 
made by the Party in states with coastlines to take up this issue 
and go amongst the fisher people to organise them in the struggle. 

In the case of IISCO,despite the assurance that SAIL would be 
entrusted with the modernisation of the plant, the Rao Government 
is now going back by refusing to provide budgetary support-of 
Rs. l, 100 crores for the purpose. It was the determined struggle 
of the workers and the trade union movement which had stopped 
the proposal to hand over the plant to the private sector. 

The employment situation has also worsened. Over 37 m1l110n 
are registered in the employment exchanges. In the rural areas, 
employment for the rural poor especially women has shrunk. The 
privatisation drive is throwing those in jobs into the ranks of the 
unemployed. According to the Report of t~e Comptroller and 
Auditor General, the total indebtedness of the country increased 
by Rs. 214 crores per day during 1993-94. 

The ceaseless price-rise of all essential commodities is the 
main source of suffering for the common people. Prices of food 
articles are the worst affected. Pulses which provide the ma1.n 
protein content for the ordinary people have gone out of their 
reach. Apart from the prices of foodgrains, prices of other food 
articles went up by 18.4% in 1994-95. With 30 million tonnes 
of foodgrain stock m the FCI godown, the Narasimha Rao 
Government still callously refuses to provide for cheap food 
through widespread public distribution system. The Rao 
Government has refused to lower the prices of foodgr~ins 
su'pplied through the PDS by 25 per cent as demanded by the cwil 
supplies ministers of the states. This in itself shows the anu
people nature of the government's food policy which has allowed 
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the pnce of nee and wheat supplied through the PDS to reach the 
level of the market pnce at the dictates of the IMF and the World 
Bank. The struggle for defending the pubhc distribution system as 
a vehicle for providing cheap food for the urban and rural poor, 
the reduction of food grain prices by 50 per cent and the expansion 
of the PDS to supply 14 essential commodities must be the 
centerptece of our struggle against pnce-rise and inflation. 

Patent Act Amendment: An important success in the struggle 
against the Congress(!) Government's surrender to imperialist 
pressure is the blocking of the Patent Amendment Bill in the 
Rajya Sabha. The determined resistance put up by the combine 
opposition prevented the government from pushing through this 
bill which has already been adopted in the Lok Sabha. Despite the 
best efforts of the government, the opposit10n would not yield on 
the basic questions of protecting the Patent Act of 1970. At the fag 
end of the budget session the government has proposed the settmg 
up of a select committee for examining the bill. In the meantime. 
more campaigns are essential to mob1hse pubhc opinion agamst 
the surrender on the patents which is part of the terms agreed tD in 
the GATT treaty and for joining the World Trade Orgamsat1on. 

The Left Parties played an important role ms1de Parliament as 
seen in the resistance to the Patent Bill as well as to the Criminal 
Law Amendment Bill. But it must be recognised that the 
withdrawal of the telecom strike which was centered around 
policy issues of privatisation and not on the immediate demands 
of the workers was a setback to the movement in the background 
of the working class actions during the last three years where the 
four general strikes including the massive demonstrations and 
struggles were organised to oppose these policies. And that too 
when the telecom workers were determined to go ahead with the 
stnke defying all threats of disciplinary action. The reformist 
leadership which betrayed the workers must be exposed. 

As far as developing resistance to various aspects of policy is 
concerned, we have to continue the struggle both from the 
Platform of Mass Organisations as well as independently by the 
Left Parties. All Party units must take the lead in building local 
struggles which are linked to the economic policies. 
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Impact on Foreign Policy 

As noted in the Party Congress it has to be properly understood 
that these econom\c policies have their impact on the foreign 
policy_ too. This is seen m the growing Indo-U.S. m1htary 
cooperation. The Indo-U.S. military cooperation pact which was 
signed m January this year, envisages stepped up cooperation m 
three spheres: joint exercises and training, cooperat10n in techno
logical and production and ministry to ministry level exchanges 
and policy discussions. Our Party has strongly opposed this 
agreement in the l 5th Congress resolution. The new aspect of 
political level discussions was to be implemented with the Indian 
defence secretary's visit to the USA which was announed for the 
third week of June. Talks were to be held with the U.S. defence 
department senior officials. Prior to this joint naval exercises were 
held off, the coast of Cochin codenamed Operation Malabar II in 
which aircraft carriers from the U.S. and India participated 

. Another exercise of the two armies was conducted at Dehradun 
with special commando units of the two sides participating 
Interestingly, the information about these exercises were provided 
by the U.S. Ambassador in India and not the Indian Government 

On the eve of the visit of the Indian defence secretary the v1s1t 
to America was suddenly called off. The Indian Government has 
still not given any clear reasons for this. But prior to the proposed 
visit the U.S. Government held its joint consultative meeting with 
the Pakistan defence officials in the first week of June. After that 
the U.S. under-secretary for defence announced that there will be 
no arms technology transfers to India yet and reiterated that U.S. 
would not develop its defence relations with India to the detnment 
of its defence relations with Pakistan. The Rao Government could 
not have sent the Indian delegation for talks with this stance of the 
U.S. Government. This episode shows how the USA is trying to 
co-opt India into its overall strategy of mamtaining strategic 
defence relations with both Pakistan and India as part of its 
overall global military plan. The close defence ties with the U.S. 
which the Rao Government has agreed to cannot serve India's 
national interests given the U.S. perception. 
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The United States, along with its NATO allies, has been able to 
successfully get the NPT renewed for an indefinite time through 
the international conference convened for the purpose. The Indian 
Government correctly decided not to have anything to do with the 
conference but with the passing of the renewal of the NPT. The 
U.S. pressure will mount on India to accept full scope safeguards 
for India's nuclear installations under the auspices of the IAEA. 
We have to be vigilant to also see that India is not roped into 
accepting a fissile material non-proliferation treaty which will 
also be discriminatory. 

The subservient attitude to the USA is also reflecting in the 
increasingly active role of the American ambassador in the internal 
affairs of the country. The visit of Frank Wisner to Kashmir and 
his discussions with political leaders and officials and his public 
airing of views; his remarks on economic policies and stateme_Tl.ts 
such as legislators are not meant to fix rates of electricity are some 
of the instances. The U.S. administration also arrogantly warned 
India about adverse consequences if the Enron project is cancelled. 

Kashmir 

The burning down of the Charar-e-Sharief Shrine in Kashmir 
has had a serious impact on the Kashmir situation. The bungling 
and mishandling of the situation at the shrine since the time the 
extremists had occupied it, has sharply illustrated the total failure 
of the Narasimha Rao Government's policy on Kashmir. Kashmir 
affairs are supposed to be directly held by the Prime Minister. For 
three months the extremists had occupied this shrine and the army 
was sent in to lay a siege. Despite the presence of a large number 
of security forces the town was set ablaze and finally the shrine 
destroyed. The shrine of Noorudin Wali, a respected Sufi Saint, 
symbolised the Kashmiri culture of communal harmony and 
tolerance as he was revered by both Muslims and Hindus. The 
destruction of the shrine has caused widespread indignation and 
sorrow among the people in the valley who came out in large 
numbers in protest against the government. The security forces 
could not nab the extremists who left the shrine before their eyes 
nor could they protect the shrine itself. 
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In this period fundamentalist forces have been active in trymg 
to foil any revival of the political process in the state. Supporters 
of the CPl(M) were specially targeted in the Anantnag d1stnct and 
at least three persons were killed including a leadmg CPI(M) 
cadre for refusing to succumb to the extremist threats. 

The Naras1mha Rao Government which had seriously contem
plated holding elections by mid-July before the President's rule 
ended in the state, was forced to rethink after the deterioratwn of 
the situation consequent to the destruction of the shrme. The 
CPl(M) had consistently maintained that for elections to be held 
sufficient groundwork is necessary so that the Kashmiri people 
are assured of their identity and imtiat1ve taken by the Centre for 
providing maximum autonomy within the frame;ork of the Indian 
Union. In the wake of the Charar-e-Sharief incident a meetmg of 
the Left Parties was held in which the Central Government has 
been asked to take certain immediate steps for preparmg the 
ground for elections. These steps are: (1) effective and speedy 
steps must be taken to rebuild the shrine at Charar-e-Shanef and 
all the houses destroyed by fire in the town, (2) the present 
Governor has to be replaced and the set-up revamped. The 
Governor must have a political vision. To motivate the adm1ms
tration and to provide access to the people, an advisory committee 
with people of political background should be constituted, (3) the 
vital question of providing maximum autonomy within the Indian 
Union must be taken up. The agreement of 1975 between Sheikh 
Abdullah and Smt. Indira Gandhi provides the basis for this. The 
Centre must announce its initiative in this regard, (4) serious 
efforts must be made to open a dialogue with sections which stand 
for the protection of Kashmiri identity. All-round efforts must be 
made to isolate and combat the forces which are directly backed 
and sustained by Pakistan, (5) there has to be a massive campaign 
in Kashmir and the rest of the country to explain how the extremist 
activities have disrupted the economic and social hfe in the 
valley and to rally the people for the defence of seculansm and 
national unity. 

It is essential that people of the country are told of the actual 
situation in Kashmir and the necessity to redress· the grievances of 
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the people there so that the Pakistan-backed extremist forces are 
isolated and the secular and democratic traditions are revived 
in the state. 

Smee one year the situation had become favourable with the 
people of Kashmir getting fed up with the activities of the 
extremists and were in search of peace. The government lost lot of 
time. No negotiations were conducted with the released leaders 
who stand for the identity of the Kashmlfi people. In fact the 
government has fallen into the Amencan trap of talkmg about 
elections minus satisfying the b.isic asp1rat1ons of the people. 
The Amencan impenahsts have started talking about the Sh1mla 
Agreement but also goes on repeating that the will of the people 
of Kashmir will have to be taken into consideration. If the 
government had gone ahead with the election in the absence of 
any political package it would not have been possible to mvolve 
the people in the election process. This would have en.ibled 
Pakistan to internationalise the 1s~ue and further complicate the 
matters. Now the government has started talkmg about autonomy 
and talks without preconditions. All the democratic forces have to 
be mobilised to force the government to pursue this path. Only 
then is there a poss1b1ltty to restore peace in Ka~hmir. In no ca~e 
should the government rely on American 1mperiahsm which has 
its own ulterior motives. 

Other Political Developments 

In order to make a proper asses~ment of the situation 1t 1s 
necessary to take note of certain developments that have a bearing 
on the political situation and rally all the different secular 
opposition forces. We have stated earlier that in the absence of a 
coherent approach by the Left, democratic and secular forces, the 
BJP is trymg its best to resort to certain manoeuvres where it is 
able to make use of the discontent and project itself as the real 
alternative to the Congress(!). 

BJP Manoeuvres 

In its Goa national council meeting it tried to project itself as a 
party which is coming to power in the next general elections. 
They got this encouragement particularly after the Maharashtra 
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and Gujarat assembly elections. They have concentrated now m 
Uttar Pradesh by consp1ring to install a BJP supported BSP 
Government. The break up of the SP-BSP alliance m U.P. have 
given some encouragement to their hopes but it is not an easy 
task. Conflicts and contradictions are going to develop between 
the BSP-BJP because both represent interests of sections sharply 
in conflict with each other. As the month's developments go to 
show this government is not going to last for. long. The only 
benefit which can accrue to the BSP can be of being a caretaker 
government and one is not sure along with which force the BSP 
will ultimately go. The BSP is also keeping contact with the 
Congress(!) party which helped in the formation of its government 
by its manoeuvres through the Governor. 

The BJP keeping an eye on the elect10ns is adopting an opposi
tional stance to the Narasimha Rao Government's policies. It 
has stepped up its "nationalistic" opposition to the multinational 
corporations while refusing to oppose the basic policy of liberalisa
tion and privatisation. That BJP will stick to the Hindutva 
platform was made clear by Advani at the Goa session. Whether it 
be the scare of Bangladeshi foreigners in Bombay whipped up by 
the Shiv Sena which the BJP supports, or the stand of opposing 
any autonomy for Kashmir as appeasement of Muslims to the use 
of Rithambara of the VHP for intimidating minorities or usmg 
issues like cow slaughter, the BJP can be expected to intensify its 
communal postures in the run-up to the elections. The VHP is 
gearing itself for stepping up the agitation on Varanasi and Mathura 
religious places. It announced an ekatmata yatra in October. 

The BJP is also factionally divided in various states particularly 
in Madhya Pradesh but as elections come they are likely to patch 
up as was done in Gujarat. It must also be understood that BJP is 
being backed by a section of the monopoly houses as well as 
foreign powers which would not like the development of any 
alternative in which the Left will play a role. 

Developments in U.P. 

The crisis in the SP-BSP alliance was developing for sometime. 
The fall of the Mulayam Singh Government became inevitable 
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after the panchayat elections with the withdrawal of support of the 
BSP and the latter staking claim to form a government with the 
support of the BJP. The BJP's manoeuvres succeeded because of 
the cynical opportunism displayed by BSP leader Kanshi Ram. 
The installation of Mayawau as Chief Minister and running the 
government at the mercy of the BJP will lead to a heavy price 
being paid by the BSP as the BJP will use them as a 'dalit' card 
and discard them. While it was clear that Mulayam Singh had lost 
the majority after the break with the BSP, the Governor by not 
calling an assembly session to test the claims and counter-claims 
acted as per the instructions of the Congress(!) leadership. He 
violated the norm that in such cases the assembly should be the 
final arbiter and not the Governor. This was in contrast to the 
recent action of the Governor of Manipur where the Congress(!) 
Chief Minister was allowed to continue for horsetrading after 
his ministry lost the majonty in the assembly. Narasimha Rao 
decided to allow Mayawat1 to remain in office for his own 
narrow interests w1thm the Congress(I). Ftrstly to outmanoeuvre 
the T1wari faction in Uttar Pradesh which has been leading the 
agitation to topple the Mulayam Government and secondly to 
show that the Congress(!) is pro-daht. 

Our Party came out opposing the formation of the BSP 
Government backed by the BJP. Any government which will help 
the BJP in Uttar Pradesh should be opposed. Unfortunately, both 
the state units of the Janata Dai and the CPI took a narrow 
opportunist stand of supporting Mayawati because of their 
opposition to Mulayam Singh. The decision to abstain by both 
these parties after pressure from thetr national leadership showed 
their inability to see the threat the BJP posed by this manoeuvre. 
Our Party decided not to support either the Governor's manoeuvres 
or the Speaker's moves in retaliation. As for Mulayam Singh and 
the Samajwadi Party the CPI(M) has pointed out that they took a 
wrong position in l 993 assembly elections by refusing to ally 
with the Janata Dai and the Left thereby the wider secular unity 
which could have decisively defeated the BJP, was prevented. 
The BJP would have lost another 90 seats if there had been 
wider unity. 
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The crisis inside the SP-BSP developed because of the absence 
of coherent socio-economic policies and both were depending on 
caste appeal. Whereas Kanshi Ram was making best efforts to 
consolidate the scheduled castes behind him and also to rally 
sections of minorities and others, Mula yam Singh did not hesitate 
to follow the Central Government. In fact he was ahead of them m 
privat1smg the public sector to help the industrialists. He dtd not 
hesitate to unleash repression on the Uttarakhand movement and 
indulge m widespread malpractices in the panchayat elect10ns. 
His proclivity to encourage criminals in politics also tarnished his 
image and alienated the secular democratic people. But because 
of the negative aspects of his policies there was no widespread 
sympathy for Mulayam Smgh and his party with the fall of his 
government. In the present situation prevailing in U.P., where the 
BJP poses a serious threat, the role of the SP should not be 
ignored. Mulayam Singh's party is a force capable of rallying the 
minorities and a substantial section of the OBCs. It is necessary 
that Mulayam Singh reconsider his past policies and adopt a 
stance which will facilitate the forging of a wider unity to defeat 
the BJP in the biggest state in the country. 

Congress(!) Split 

The inner-struggle withm the Congress(!) which was noted 
in our Parry Congress resolution culminated in the May 19 con
vention held at Delhi by the dissidents. The convent10n saw good 
participation by the rank and file party members from certain 
states. Among MPs, there were around 15 from the party. The 
convention was significant for the frontal attack on Naras1mha 
Rao's leadership, particularly, his hobnobbing with the BJP. The 
rebel group has a base in U.P., M.P. and Tamil Nadu, RaJasthan 
and pockets elsewhere. The announcement of Tiwari as President 
was made after big pressure from the participants who would not 
countenance any compromise. It is to be seen if this discontent 
among the ordinary Congress(!) workers will be channelised by 
the new grouping. So far there has not been much progress made 
after the May convention. In Madhya Pradesh, the Chief Minister 
has sided with Rao and at the rebel convention at Jabalpur only one 
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mm1ster and eight MLAs attended. Unless the leadership of the 
rebel group goes amongst the people to mob1hse them in a big 
way with alternative policies on economy and seculari~m. it will 
not be possible for them to effectively challenge the official 
leadership. 

Tripura Developments 
The Congress(l)-TUJS became desperate to avmd elections to 

the Autonomous District Council (TTAADC) whose term is to 
end by mid-July. The Left Front Government has proposed that 
elections be held in the beginning of July and the Governor had 
accepted that the notif1cat10n would be issued for elections on 
I 2th June. However, the TUJS which is the mam party among the 
tribals under the Congress(l)-TUJS combination spht because of 
mner b1ckermgs in May. The president of the TUJS was expelled 
from the party and he has formed a new party. He also happened 
to be the chief executive member of the TTAADC. The 
Congress(l)-TUJS removed him through a no confidence motion 
and manoeuvred to appoint a new chief executive member with 
the approval of Governor Romesh Bhandari. 

Unable to face the elect10ns and facing certain rout the 
Congress(!) resorted to all sorts of tactics including going to court 
to postpone the elections. In this Romesh Bhandari assisted them. 
Ut1hsing the stay given by the High Court on holding elections in 
four const1tuenc1es the Governor wrote to the Chief Minister 
that a commission be appointed to go into all complaints on 
delimitation. He also decided not to issue the notification on 12 
June. The High Court subsequently asked the Governor to 
consider new petitions on delimitations within two weeks. The 
postponement of the elections scheduled to be held on 8-1 O July 
led to a strong movement to foil the Congress(I)-TUJS conspiracy. 
With Romesh Bhandari leaving the post of Governor in Tripura, 
the new Governor was to take a decision. On request of the State 
Government, the new Governor has issued notificat10n for 
holdmg elections on July 20 and 26. The entire episode shows the 
extent to which the Congress(!) will go to avoid elections because 
of its anti-tnbal stance in Tripura. 
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The Left Front Government is continuing its endeavours to 
ensure economic development in the state. A delegation of Left 
Parties went to Delhi to meet the Prime Minister, Fmance Minister 
and others to urge for central cooperation and financial assistance 
to extend the railways and utilise the gas reserves for industrial 
development. 

Call for Altering Political System 

The prospects of the Congress(I) losing parliamentary elect10ns 
and a non-Congress(!) coalition government coming in its place 
has seriously alarmed the ruling classes and foreign big business 
investments. Echoing this fear of "political instability" several 
prominent persons have proposed to alter the parliamentary 
democratic system and modify the Constitution. Former President 
R. Venkataraman has revived his call for an all-party national 
government with enhanced powers for the President. The BJP has 
been for a Presidential system for long and hence is in favour of 
reforming the Constitution. The latest to join is the Speaker of the 
Lok Sabha who put forth proposals which would mean altering 
the party based parliamentary democratic system substantially. 
Among his proposals are two-thirds majority in the Lok Sabha 
would be compulsory for forming a single party or coali.11on 
government; otherwise, failing which a government with ministers 
who are not Parliament members can be appointed; further 
removal of a Prime Minister through a no-confidence motion 
would be made more difficult. All such proposals betray 
nervousness at the idea of Congress(!) losing dominance at the 
Centre and efforts to make a stable arrangement for the 
smooth continuance of the class rule of the big bourgeoisie and 
landlords. 

Our Party has come out categorically against the proposals 
made by the Speaker and the former President. It is not the 
parliamentary system which has to be altered. Instead basic 
electoral reforms have to be implemented to make the 
parliamentary system more reflective of the people's interests. 
The political instability which has affected the present system 
stems from the policies of the bourgeois-landlord classes and not 
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due· to the parliamentary democratic system. But instead of 
strengthening the federal structure of our Constitution, the ruling 
party has started manoeuvring to weaken the democratic struggle 
in order to perpetuate its rule in the wake of political instability. 

Supreme Court Judgement on Common Civil Code 
The Supreme Court judgement concerning the practice of 

certain men converting to Islam in order to divorce their wives 
came out with a judgement invalidating this practice and also 
making general comments about the necessity to go towards a 
uniform civil code as provided for in the directive principles of 
the Constitution. The court asked the Government of India to 
report on the progress towards achieving a common civil code. 
The court also stated that steps should be taken to create a chmate 
of acceptab1hty amongst the minont1es for such a measure. Our 
Party has welcomed the broad direction given in the judgement. 
However, certain remarks in the judgement give the impression 
that the Hindu social laws have been revamped while in reality 
discrimination against Hindu women continue under the present 
laws. The effort at citing reform in the Hindu code for the 
minorities to follow will not help in generating support for reform 
in the minorities. It is essential that the rights of women and equal 
status 1s taken up for all communities and laws be amended 
towards providing equality for women in property and other social 
matters. This can help in paving the way towards finally evolving 
a uniform civil code. Within the mmorit1es, the fundamentalist 
opposition to equal rights for women must be countered. The 
BJP's motivated campaign for introducing a uniform civil code 
purely for rousing feelings against the minorities must be 
exposed. Further, the BJP has never initiated any serious move for 
reform of those Hindu laws which are retrograde and discriminate 
against women. 

TADA Replacement 

Due to the widespread opposition to the use of TADA and its 
draconian provision~ innumerable cases which have nothing to do 
with terrorism and minorities being made a special target dunng 
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communal riots for the application of TADA, the Congress(!) 
Government found it difficult to renew the Act. Withm the 
Congress(I) party itself oppostt1on mounted. The proposed 
cnminal law amendment bill to replace TADA has Itself become 
controversial. While removing certain obnoxious features m the 
old TADA the present bill contains rnany clauses which are 
detnmental to civ1l libert1es and democratic rights and are bound 
to be misused. They pertain to the defm1t10n of terrorism and 
disruptive activities, the scope for arbitrary use of detention 
powers and the presumption of guilt on the accu~ed person by 
association with a suspected terronst. Given these features our 
Party along with other Left and secular opposit10n parties have 
opposed the bill and demanded substantial amendments. At one 
stage the government came to an understanding with the BJP to 
pass the bill but there was a revolt inside the Congress(I) on this 
issue particularly, by the members of the minority community and 
the government was forced to have a d1scuss10n with the Left and 
secular parties. Our Party took a firm position not to support any 
general law of the nature of TADA or a diluted version of 1t. We 
were agreeable only to assign special powers in the legislation for 
a specified period and areas which are meant to combat terrorist 
act1vit1es connected with secessionism such as m Kashmir and 
earlier in Punjab. Ultimately this legislation could not be adopted 
Now efforts are going on to pass the legislat10n. Our Party should 
mamtam the stand which we have taken in the last session. 

Congress(I) Degeneration 

The policies and practices of the rulmg party provide a key 
stimulus to degeneration m public hfe. The gruesome murder of 
Nama Sahni in New Delhi perpetrated by a prominent Youth 
Congress(I) leader has shocked public opmion. It starkly illustrates 
the lumpen quality of many Congress(!) functionaries. Other 
bourgeois parties also harbour such elements. In Kerala, the 
attempted murder of E.P. JayaraJan, CPl(M) leader and MLA has 
been traced to a Congress(I) leader who was in connivance 
with M. V. Raghavan, Minister in the UDF Government. The 
Congress(!) MLA tried to evade arrest for a number of days 
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before surrendermg to the Court. The open loot of public funds 
encouraged by the Congress(!) Government has contnbuted to an 
open nexus between unscrupulous poht1cians, cnminals and 
moneyed wheeler-dealers. The privat1sat1on deals such as the 
Bailadilla mines bemg handed over to a private sector company 
typifies the plunder of -public assets and pay-offs to ruling 
partymen and corrupt bureaucrats. Our Party must. relentle~sly 
expose all corrupt deals and hnk them to the fight agamst 

pnvat1sat1on. 

Unity of Left and Secular Forces 
As noted in the Party Congress political resolution, the present 

s1tuat1on is marked by its complexity. In the background of the 
Congress(!) steadily losmg mass support and the BJP trying to 
utihse the popular discontent, we have to work out proper tactics 
for the forthcoming parliament elections m order to defeat both 
the Congress(!) and the BJP. 

In prepanng for the electoral battle, we must project the Left 
stand on all i~sues concerning economic pohcies, communahsm, 
nat10nal unity, corruption and defence of the people's nghts. The 
strengthening of the Party and the Left must be accorded due 
importance. 

However, we are not m a position yet to project the Left and 
democratic alternative which alone can be the real alternative. It is 
essential, however, that an effective electoral alternative to the 
Congress(!) and the BJP be presented. It is keeping this in 
mind that the Party Congress poht1cal resolution concluded that 
'The CPl(M) and Left must stnve for an understanding with 
the secular opposition forces to present an effective electoral 
alternative to the Congress(!) and the BJP. The Left alone cannot, 
m the present s1tuat1on, defeat both the<;;e forces.The secular 
oppos1t1on parties have, though comtrained by the ab!>ence of a 
~ohere~t programme, an important role to play in projecting the 
1mmed1ate electoral alternative". On the ba!>is of the JD-NF 
formulat~ng a clear-cut common programme, our Party can extend 
cooperation to them to project an effective third force in the 
electoral arena. 
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Preparations for Parliament Elections 
The Congress(!) is gearmg up to face the elections and is 

making various policy statements and electoral manoeuvres. The 
BJP also is stepping up its efforts to win allies and emerge as the 
focus of anti-Congress(!) feeling. It is in such a situation that the 
Party and the Left forces must intervene to influence the poht1cal 
scene. Elections are going to be held not only for Parliament but 
for state assemblies such as West Bengal and Kerala where the 
Left is a strong force. We have to gear up the entire Party for the 
electoral struggle. The whole Party must be activised on the basis 
of the political direction given by the Party Congress. The Party 
and the Left should strive to develop mass movements on the 
vital issues affecting the country and the people. Resistance to 
the economic policies, defence of the people's livelihood, fight 
against price-rise and unemployment, the campaign to defend 
secularism and national unity, equal rights for women, the 
exposure of corruption and punishment of the gmlty,-all these 
must constitute the basis for our mass campaigns and struggles. At 
the same time we must project our policies in a concrete manner 
to convince the people that an alternative way is possible. 

In order to defeat the Congress(!) and the BJP and to ensure that 
an effective national electoral alternative emerges, the CPl(M) 
and the Left should strive for the widest understanding with all 
the secular opposition parties. Unitedly with the Left Parties we 
should take steps to mobilise all secular opposition forces in 
the political arena. For this consultations must be held with the 
Janata Dai and the National Front. Parties like the SamaJwad1 
Party in Uttar Pradesh and similar forces in other states must also 
be rallied. Despite all its tall talk, the BJP is in no position to come 
anywhere near becoming an electoral alternative at the national 
level. It is, therefore, essential that along with the mass struggles 
and movements on a whole range of people's issues initiated 
by the Left, preparations be made for building up an electoral 
alliance which will encompass al! the Left, democratic and 
secular forces. This will ensure that the people's aspirat10ns for 
a change in government, for a change in policies are met and 
fulfilled. 



CPI(M) Hails Victory in 
Tripura ADC* 

Statement Dated July 31, 1995 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau to Press 

The Polit Bureau congratulates the Tripura unit of the CPI(M) 
and the Left Front for their magnificent victory in the Tripura 
Tribal Area Autonomous District Council (IT ADC) elections. 
The Left Front ha5 won an unprecedented 23 out of the 24 seats 
which went to the polls, with the CPl(M) alone winning 18 seats. 
This shows the strong support among the tribal people for the 
CPl(M) and the Left and the confidence among both the tribal 
and non-tribal people in the Party's capacity. to utilise the 
Autonomous District Council for the welfare of the people. This 
victory has been achieved despite all the obstacles placed in 
holding the elections by the Congress-TUJS as they were 
desperate in the face of their isolation from the people. The 
people have also umtedly foiled the extremist attacks to disrupt 
the elections. 

In the past five years the TUJS-led council, by its 
misgovemance and corruption, had serioulsy damaged the work 
of the autonomous council. The CPl(M) and the Left Front now 
have the big task of restoring proper functioning of the council 
and ensuring that the autonomous structure becomes an effective 
insti:ument for protecting the rights of the adivasi people m 
particular and the welfare of the common people in general. 

*Published m "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY". New Delht, August 6, 1995. 



On Enron Deal Cancellation* 

Statement Dated August 3, 1995 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The CPl(M) welcomes the decision of the Maharashtra 
Government to cancel the agreement with Enron for the Dabhol 
power project. This decision accords with the widespread public 
opinion against the project as it is against the fundamental 
interests of the state and the people. The project would have led 
to a constant drain on the state's exchequer with a heavy pnce 
being paid by the common people in terms of increased power 
tariffs. 

The Enron-type agreement is the outcome of the Centre's 
power policy which encourages giving unjustified tenilS to 

foreign companies including the uncalled for counter-guarantee 
by the Central Government. The CPl(M) demands an immediate 
review of all the seven other fast-track power projects funded by 
foreign companies for which the Centre has given counter· 
guarantees. 

*Published m "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, August 13, 1995. 



CPI(M) Welcomes Sri Lanka 
Proposal for Restoring Peace* 

Statement Dated August 4, 1995 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) welcomes the initiative of the 
Sri Lankan President, Chandrika Kumaratunga. for restoring 
peace. The peace package proposals made by her can be a basis 
for discussions for a peaceful settlement of the issues. The 
establishment of peace in Sri Lanka is of utmost importance to 
control the escalating crisis and the sufferings of the Tamil and 
Sinhalese people. 

The Polit Bureau expresses hope that the L TIE and other 
political parties would make use of the present proposals for a 
peaceful settlement. 

*Pubhshed in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Deltu, August 13, 1995. 



[ill 
CPI(M) Demands: Call NIC Meeting 
on Mathura* 

Statement Dated August 13, 1995 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) expresses serious concern at the 
situation developing in Mathura due to the belligerent stand taken 
by the Vishwa Hindu Parishad. The VHP has threatened to go 
ahead with its programme of holding a yagna at the Idgah 
complex despite the UP Government's prohibiting this act. The 
pressure mounted on the Mayawati Government which is totally 
dependent on the BJP to res1le from its earlier stand can lead to a 
dangerous situation in the city between August 16 to 18. The 
transfer of the District Magistrate of Mathura on the eve of the 
VHP programme after its criticism of his firm handling of the 
situation is an ominous development. 

The BJP which earlier claimed that the Mathura issue is not on 
its agenda, has now come out .supporting the claim of the VHP 
that it should be handed over the Idgah complex. This stance ?f 
the BJP shows its coordination with the RSS and VHP m 
building up a communal confrontation for electoral purposes. 

The Central Government cannot afford to take any risk with 
the country's unity and communal harmony especially after the 
dastardly deed at Ayodhya perpetrated by the same forces. ~e 
Centre should take all steps necessary to see that law and ord~r 15 

maintained at Mathura. The CPl(M) calls upon the Pnme 
Mimster to urgently convene a full meeting of the Nauonal 
Integration Council so that a collective stand is taken to combat 
such disruptive activities. 

*Published m PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, August 20, 1995 



On Induction of Western Armed 
Personnel* 

Statement Dated August 31, 1995 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) expresses its deep concern at 
reports that personnel of the British Army Special Air Services, 
the U.S. Army Delta Forces and the German Border Police 
GSG-9 have been deployed in the Kashmir valley in connection 
with the kidnapped hostages. The induction of western 
specialised armed services personnel for operational purposes in 
the valley, if true, is highly disturbing. There are reports of the 
Indian army authorities in the valley bemg unhappy at this 
development. It will be a serious matter if the morale of the 
Indian security force is undermined by such unprecedented 
action. It is incumbent upon the Central Government to clarify 
the position and allay the fears in this regard. 

*Published ID "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, September 10, 1995. 



CPl(M)'s Concern Over Flood 
Devastation* 

Statement Dated September 6, 1995 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) expresses grave concern over the 
devastation caused by the recent floods in various parts of the 
country. It conveys its condolences to the families of those killed. 

The death toll in the floods in the current monsoon that has 
affected Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh and various 
other parts of the country continues to rise alarmingly. The floods 
have caused heavy damage to standing crops and have led to 
collapse of houses, bridges etc. There is every danger of the 
spread of epidemics like cholera and other diseases. 

Immediate relief measures have to be undertaken by both the 
Central and State Governments to render help to the affected 
people. Relief materials have to be rushed to these places. The 
Centre has to provide all necessary assistance to the concerned 
State Governments to meet the situation. 

It is on account of the bankrupt water management policy of 
the Centre that we see the recurring spectacle of flood and 
drought situation occurring simultaneously in the country. A 
permanent solution to this recurrent problem of both floods and 
drought has to be worked out by the Central Government. 

*Pubhshed m "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, September JO. 1995. 



CPl(M)'s Greetings to 
National Conference of 
Communist Party of Brazil* 

Dear Comrades, 

On behalf of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of 
India (Marxist) we have great pleasure in sending warm greetings 
to you on the occasion of the 8th National Conference of the 
Communist Party of Brazil. 

Our two Parties have in the face of the adverse international 
situation prevailing in the recent period reaffirmed our 
commitment to Marxism and the struggle for socialism. This 
marks an important bond in the ongoing struggle to defend 
socialism and its creative application in the concrete conditions of 
our societies. Both our Parties and other revolutionary 
contingents have to stand together to face the international 
offensive of imperialism which is seeking to subjugate and 
impose its global hegemony in the situation consequent to the 
dismantling of the Soviet Union. India, like Brazil, being a 
relatively more developed capitalist country in the Third World, 
is bearing the brunt of this offensive of the !MF/World Bank 
structural adjustment policies. 

The resistance to these policies in India is registering progress. 
The Left forces are unitedly mobilising the working people 
agai~st the dismantling of the public sector and privatisation. We 
are confident that the Brazilian Communists will also head the 
struggle to defend national sovereignty and the interests of the 
working people against this neo-liberal offensive. 

In this connection, it is significant that your conference has 
been convened to adopt a new Socialist Programme for Brazil. 

*Pubhshed m "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, September 10, 1995. 
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We wish your deliberations on finalising this important document 
all success. 

India in Asia and Brazil in Latm Amenca have an important 
role in building up the worldwide resistance against imperiahsrri 
and its onslaughts on economic and political independence of the 
developing countries. We look forward to the development of 
closer ties and coordination between our two Parties and the 
working class movements of both countries. 

Once again we convey revolutionary greetmgs from Indian 
Communists to your national conference. 

Central Committee 
Communist Party of India (Marxist) 



Bring Chandraswami to Book* 

Statement Dated September 14, 1995 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The Polit Bureau expresses grave concern at the shocking 
revelations made by the alleged criminal Omprakash Srivastava 
about the links between the prime suspect in the Bombay blasts 
case and underworld mafia don, Dawood Ibrahim, and 
Chandraswami. Chandraswami has been accused of many shady 
dealings in the past. It seems that his connections with many 
Central Ministers has prevented the investigating agencies from 
imt1atmg any proceedmgs against him. 

The Poht Bureau demands that proper mvest1gat1ons be 
conducted against Chandraswami and he must be brought to 
book. 

*Pubhshed m PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, September 24, 1995. 



Polit Bureau Communique* 

Issued Following its Meeting Held in 
New Delhi on September 28-29, 1995 

The efforts to build a third alternative of Left, democratic and 
secular forces to defeat both the Congress(/) and the BJP in the 
coming general elections are now moving in a positive direction 
and a real alternative is sure to emerge, the CPl(M) General 
Secretary, Harkishan Singh Surjeet has asserted. 

Addressing a Press conference at New Delhi, September 30, 
1995 following the two-day meeting (September 28-29) of the 
CPl(M) Polit Bureau, Sutjeet said, the moves towards building a 
third alternative had received some setback· with the split in the 
Telugu Desam in Andhra Pradesh. However, a number of positive 
developments were now taking place, the most significant of 
which was Mulayam Singh Yadav's willingness to join hands with 
the secular opposition forces. Surjeet said, "Mulayam Singh is 
the biggest secular force in Uttar Pradesh . .. the Congress(/) 
does not exist in the state. You cannot fight the BJP in U.P. 
without Mulayam Singh. And he is ready to fight against the BJP 
and Congress(/), and go along with the Left and secular forces." 

Elsewhere in the country too, non-BJP and non-Congress((/) 
forces were surfacing and were keen to become part of the 
emerging third .alternative. In this context, Surjeet mentioned the 
desire expressed by S. Bangarappa to join hands with the Janata 
Dai in Karnataka. Ramakrishna Hegde too, despite his talk of a 
coalition government with the Congress(/), was very much part of 
the Janata Dai and would remain so, Surjeet said. 

Surjeet underlined the major role the Left would have to play 
in bringing about a third alternative. The impressive victory of 

*Published m "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Dellu, October 8, 1995. 
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the CPl(M) and WF in the just concluded panchayat and 
municipal elections in Kerala, coming soon after the victory in 
the Tripura ADC elections, had shown the abiding strength of the 
Left and secular forces and enhanced the overall prestige of the 
Left in the country. "After this prestige gained by the Left, we will 
be in a position to bring about the unity of the Left, democratic 
and secular forces. We are confident that a real alternative is 
sure to emerge", Surjeet said. 

Recent developments in the country have also served to expose 
the bloated rhetoric of the BJP and its tall claims of being a 
"principled" party which would provide a stable alternative to 
the Congress(/). Surjeet said. The spectacle unfolding in Gujarat 
with BJP leaders squabbling with each other for ministerial and 
official positions showed that the BJP was no different from the 
Congress( I) in its greeed for power and pelf. Earlier, its 
opportunistic support to Mayawati in Uttar Pradesh had shown 
that the BJP was a party without principles. Similarly, the 
BJP-Shiv Sena Government's decision to renegotiate with Enron 
after cancelling the deal with much fanfare exposed the BJP 's 
double-speak and reconfirmed that "the BJP cannot get rid of 
their pro-American stance", Surjeet said. 

If the BJP's image had suffered major dents in recent weeks, 
the Congress( I) 's reputation of promoting corruption and 
shielding criminals had been further enhanced with the 
Chandraswami affair. The Rao Government's unwillingness to 
take action against Chandraswami despite the former Internal 
Security Minister, Rajesh Pilot's orders to the CBI to arrest him, 
showed the depth to which the ruling party hdd fallen. 
Demanding immediate arrest of Chandraswami and a full 
investigation into his links, Surjeet warned that if the government 
failed to do so, the Chandraswami case would become a major 
issue in the coming elections and haunt the ruling party in the 
same manner as Bofors had done in J 989. 

The Congress(/) was clearly nervous about facing the 
electorate and though it had earlier given in writing that it 
wanted early elections, it was now the only major party which 
wanted to further postpone the next general elections, Surjeet 
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said. Pointing out that all other parties had demanded that 
elections be held between February 20 and March /0, 1996, he 
said, "We hope the Election Commission will not be pressurised 
into postponing the elections". 

Regarding the efforts made by the Government of India to stop 
the sale of Salman Rushdie's latest book, 'The Moor's Last Sigh' 
in India, Sur1eet said the move appeared to be aimed at placating 
communal forces. He said Rushdie's book, a work offictwn, was 
critical of the fundamentalist forces and made obliqu~ references 
to the Shiv Sena and Bal Thackeray. The attitude the government 
was adopting towards the book can prove disastrous at a time 
when there i~ very need to fight communal and fundamentalist 
forces, he said. 

The Polit Bureau Communique issued on the occasion is being 
reproduced below: 

Kerala Local Bodies Election 
The Polit Bureau warmly congratulated the people of Kerala, 

the Left Democratic Front and the Kerala state unit of the Party 
for the creditable victory registered in the municipal and the 
panchayat elections. The overall success of the LDF at different 
levels is a popular indictment of the Antony government and the 
UDF. The alliance with the communal parties like the Muslim 
League, the opportunistic efforts to exploit caste sentiments by 
opposing the creamy layer concept in reservations and the 
shielding of corruption and misrule are all responsible for the 
defeat of the Congress(l)-led UDF. 

Kerala has reaffirmed- that the people want a strong Left, 
democratic and secul~ alternative to the Congress(!) and the 
communal forces. 

Following the big victory of the CPl(M) and the Left Front in 
the Tripura Tribal Autonomous District Council elections, these 
results are a heartening vindication for Left and democratic 
oriented politics. 

Congress(I) Exposed 

The Polit Bureau reviewed the developments in the country 
since the last Central Committee meeting in Delhi and noted that 
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the Congress(!)' s position is getting further eroded. It is now 
banking on negative factors surfacing in the opposition to shore 
up its position. But the economic policies it has pursued and its 
involvement in the most shocking cases of corruption is leading 
to its further isolation from the people. In the recent period, the 
Chandraswami affair, the hawala scandal and the Bailadila 
swmdle have highlighted the degeneration which has set in the 
ruling party. 

Soon after the Congress(!) Government's hypocritical 
declaration of fighting crimmahsation of politics in Parliament 
dunng the discussion on the Vohra Committe report, the Rao 
Government is seen to be brazenly shielding the dubious 
Chandraswami. Though Rajesh Pilot ordered the CBI to arrest 
him after his links with criminals were exposed, the reaction of 

·the Pnme Minister was to shift Pilot out of the Home Ministry. 
The CBI, after questioning Chandraswami, has put out the 
ridiculous explanation that it is yet to be ascertained whether 
Chandraswami knew that Babloo Snvastava was wanted by the 
police when he sheltered him. Many top Congress(!) leaders from 
the Prime Minister downwards are known to have links with 
Chandraswami. The Poht Bureau demands the immediate arrest 
of Chandraswami along with a full investigation into his sources 
of wealth and his links with the underworld. His political 
accomplices in various shady deals must also be brought to book. 
The Poht Bureau calls upon all its Party units to demand that the 
Chandraswami affair not be hushed up and this glaring example 
of crimmahsation of politics be exposed and the guilty punished. 

The Poht Bureau appreciated the Supreme Court's directive 
\\ hich has led to the pursuance of the hawala scandal case. The 
CBI, after a long delay, has now begun specific investigations on 
those who have received the illegal amounts of money. The Polit 
Bureau demands that all those involved in the scandal be 
prosecuted irrespective of their political affiliations. 

Floods 

The Poht Bureau expressed its deep concern for the suffering 
caused to the people due to serious floods in many parts of the 
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country. Floods in Haryana, Punjab, Rajasthan, Himachal Pradesh 
and Assam have destroyed property and crops worth crores of 
rupees affecting badly the lives of the people. West Bengal also is 
facing severe floods in six districts where 35 people have lost 
their lives. These regular occurrences of floods underline the 
failure of the government to seriously take up flood control 
measures and planned water management. 

World Sikh Conference 

The Polit Bureau expressed its serious concern about the 
situation prevailing in Punjab with the assassination of Chief 
Minister Beant Singh. The World Sikh Conference, which was 
held recently at Amritsar, became a platform for glorification of 
the extremists and the separatist ideology. There was not a word 
of condemnation of the havoc caused to Punjab by the extremists 
backed by external forces. The tribute paid to Bhindranwale and 
the killers of Indira Gandhi and Gen. Vaidya and the separatist 
content of some of the discussions show that a section of the 
Akalis are still associating with the extremists and flirting with 
the dangerous politics of separatism. The CPl(M) warns the 
Akalis that this will be disastrous for the people of Punjab and for 
themselves. 

The Left Parties have to unitedly go to the people to mobilise 
them against the revival of extremist activities and to rouse the 
people to defend peace and foil plans to disrupt communal amity. 

Kashmir 

The prolonged abduction of foreign hostages and the lack of 
any coherent intervention by the Central Government are all 
leading to a difficult situation which is having its impact in the 
whole country. Though the people are getting fed up with the 
extremist acitivities and the violence, the Centre has failed to 
come out with any meaningful initiati 1e which can provide for 
maximum autonomy. In the absence of such an initiative mere 
reliance on administrative steps and the security forces will only 
aggravate the situation further. 
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Indo-U.S. l\lilitary Ties 
The Polit Bureau condemned the NdraSllllha R.JO ~ern~ 

for jeopardising national security and sun--umbmg 1D l" .S. 
pressures. The waiving of the Presa Law by the ~an 
Senate to resume anns supplies to Pakistan bad the full backing 
of the Clinton administration. This bas come al a time when India 
sent its defence secretary for ministerial level defence 
cooperation talks with the USA. This was an outcome of the 
Indo-U.S. military cooperation agreement signed in January this 
year. The USA continues to pressurise India on its rnissiJe 
programme and to accept its nuclear non-proliferation regime. 
There is no reason whatsoever to have 5trategic nnhtary 
cooperation with the USA. The Polit Bureau. therefore. demands 
cancellation of the military cooperation agreement with Amenca. 

Fight Price Rise 

There is relentless increa41e in the pnce~ of an e~~1al 
commodities for the people. The pnce~ of foodgram~ have 
reached such heights that it makes life dJffa.ult of the c<>mm<m 
people. Such a sharp increa4\C m prices ss tak mg plau a( a time 
when the Congress(I) Government goe~ on cla1mmg that the riffe 
of inflation is coming down. The Rao Government ;~ calJ<>U~ly 
refusing to use the b1g stock of foodgram~ for curbmg price ri~ 
It has not taken any step to reduce the price~ m the puhltc 
distribution sy~tem. nor 1s ft mrt1atmg any frJ<,d.. for-wt1rk 
programme. The Poht Bureau reiterate~ the demand ,,f the '121tty 
that the prices of f oodgram~ ~upphe<l thrrAfgh the PD<; he redwerJ 
by fifty per cent. The Poltt Bureau call~ np<,n all Party omt~ f(J 

continuou~ly take up the 1~~ue of pric.e ri<;e 3nd crmdnct ~tr 11~lc~ 
to ensure the e:itpam1on of the puhlic d1">tril-Aft rm ~y•tem 

All the mea~ure§ llTIW>uno-,d by the gr,·1ernmert am()1mtrn~ tt'J 
Rs. 5,000 crore for variouq ~hemeq are mer~ ~ e1tl".ndl"rf tr

1 

the people which will n<>f ameliorate their Cl)nii1t10T'I<; given rr1e 
basic policies whK-h are harmful 

The 8th Plan draft m1d-term itf>pra1<..al d0C11~nt prl"p~rNf hy 
t~e Plannmg Comm1<><>1on 1q a "~~rp miiwtmPnt r,-f t~r~ 
hberal1sat1on pohc.ie<; adr1>ted 'mce J ')')J The rnifl t,.rrn "PfTf;Jf',;if 
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questions the government's claims of controlling the focal deficit 
and the generation of employment. The internal debt position has 
become alarming. The whole net borrowing for the year 1995-96 
will go towards payment of interest on the total external and 
internal debt. 

The government has shamelessly defended the swindle 
involved in the handling over of the Bailad1la mmes to a private 
company. It is going ahead with another round of disinvestment 
of public sector umt shares despite the bttter experience of the 
previous sales. The Polit Bureau reiterated its determination to 
continue to fight the privatisation drive of the Congress(!) 
Government. It congratulated the coal workers, bank employees 
and insurance employees for their strike struggles in defence of 
their rights and for protection of the financial sector from 
privatisation. 

Enron: BJP's Doublespeak 
The BJP' s doublespeak has been exposed by the Enron 

episode. After taking the correct step to cancel the agreement 
with Enron on the Dabhol power project, within a month, the 
Maharashtra Government has now announced that it will 
re-negotiate the deal with Enron. The ploy of cancelling the 
agreement and then once again re-negotiating with the same 
multinational company without going in for open competitive 
bidding for the project has debunked the BJP's claim of bringing 
the MNC to book. It has proved what is well-known about the 
BJP, that it is not opposed to liberalisation and pnvatisation but 
only strikes poses to hoodwink the people. The Polit Bureau of 
the CPI(M) demands that the Dabhol power project, if it is to be 
revived, has to be done by calling for tenders afresh. 

Foil Communal Designs 

The Polit Bureau calls upon the people to be vigilant in view 
of the Ekatmata yatras launched by the VHP during the ~rst 
week of October. These yatras are being utilised for propagating 
the communal platform by raking the Hindutva demand of 
Ayodhya, Kashi ahd Mathura and openly calling for a 
"pro-Hindu" 
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government at the Centre. This programme is part of the efforts, 
hke the 1989 rath yatra, to communahse the atmosphere for the 
BJP' s electoral purposes. The Polit Bureau calls upon the Left 
Parties to effectively counter this propaganda and to mobilise the 
people on the real problems affecting thetr lives. 

Gujarat BJP Crisis 
The sordid spectacle in Gujarat of rival factions of the BJP 

wrangling over the ministerial and official positions has led to a 
split in the BJP. The BJP had exposed itself earlier in Uttar 
Pradesh by engineering the defection of the BSP and supporting 
the Mayawati Government with which it had no ideological 
affinity whatsoever. For the BJP which went on boasting that it is 
the only principled and value based party, the Gujarat episode has 
shown that it is no different in character from the Congress(!). 
The unprincipled power mongering going on in the BJP in its 
strongest unit in Gujarat, has shown to the people that the BJP 
cannot pose to be a coherent alternative to the Congress(!) at the 
national level. 

For Effective Alternative 

The Polit Bureau reviewed the efforts made to implement the 
Central Committee's call to build the widest unity of the Left, 
democratic and secular forces in the forthcoming elections. While 
progress has been registered in this direction, the developments in 
Andhra Pradesh due to the split in the Telugu Desam was 
unfortunate. The CPl(M) extended support to the Chandrababu 
Naidu Government after all efforts for unity failed. The Party 
calls upon the Telugu Desam and the National Front to ensure 
that the Congress(!) is not able to cash in on this division. 

It is welcome that Mulayam Singh Yadav has taken a positive 
attitude for the forging of a wider unity with the Left and secular 
forces. In the current situation, the people cannot repose 
confidence in either the Congress(!) or the BJP. The Polit Bureau 
is confident that in the coming days the secular opposition parties 
along with the Left Parties will be able to effectively forge a third 
alternative capable of defeating both the Congress(!) and the BJP. 



CPl(M)'s Greetings to China* 

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India 
(Marxist) conveys its warm fraternal greetings to the Chmese 
people and the Communist Party of China on the occasion of the 
46th anniversary of the Chinese Revolution. 

The Chinese Revolution, under the leadership of the CpC, 

ranks as one of the most significant events of the 20th century 
Following the great October Revolution of 1917 and the defeat of 
fascism in 1945, the Chinese Revolution, liberating one-fifth of 
humanity from the clutches of imperiahsm, ushered in a 
revolutionary change in the correlation of political forces on the 
international level. It inspired the liberation struggles throughout 
the former colonial world and the revolutionary struggles of the 
oppressed peoples. 

Through these years, the Chinese people, under the CPC's 
leadership, have been through and have overcome many ups and 
downs in the process of building Socialism. The process of 
refonn.s adopted since 1978 have led to a rapid all round 
development and currently they are engaged in the task of 
establishing a 'socialist market eco~omy.' The Chinese economy 
is making rapid strides and the new problems and difficulties 
ansing in the process are being tackled. 

On this occassion of the 46th anniversary, the CPI(M) once 
again conveys its revolutionary- greetings to the Chinese people 
and the CPC in their efforts to strengthen socialism in the 
People's Republic of China. 

*Published in PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, October 8. 1995. 



CPl(M) Polit Bureau on BJP's 
Split in Gujarat* 

Statement Dated September 28, 1995 Issued to Press 

The split in the BJP in Gujarat just six months after the formation 
of its Government has exploded whatever credibility it had as a 
party which claims to be a principled one. Just a few months 
earlier this "principled" party had instigated the BSP, in Uttar 
Pradesh, to defect and opportunistically supported the formation 
of a minonty Government there. Now within the BJP in Gujarat, 
the struggle which erupted over sharing of ministerships and 
other posts has led to the division of the party. 

The debacle of the BJP in Gujarat, its strongest bastion, is a 
self-exposure of its boast of being the only credible and cohesive 
all-India alternative to the Congress party. Instead it has shown 
itself to be no d1ff erent from the Congress on the matter of 
values. 

*Pubhshed m "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, October 8, 1995 



Polit Bureau on Coal Mine 
Disaster* 

Statement Dated September 29, 1995 Issued to Press 

The Polit .Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses deep grief at the death 
of a large number of miners in the four Bharat Coking Coal Ltd 
(BCCL) owned underground collieries near Dhanbad in Bihar. 
This disaster is a direct result of the callous attitude of the BCCL 
management towards mine safety. It failed to give any warning to 
the miners working underground even as the water level was 
rising and took no steps to evacuate the workers in time. The 
tragedy underlines the criminal negligence of the management as 
well as the office of the Director General of Mines Safety 
towards the safety of a crucial section of the country's productive 
workforce working in hazardous conditions. 

The CPl(M) demands the Central Government to take stnngent 
action against those responsible for the disaster and initiate urgent 
measures to alleviate the abysmal safety conditions in the 
country's mining sector. 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Deihl, October 8, 1995. 



On VHP's Inflammatory Actions* 

Statement Dated October 9, 1995 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The Ekatmata yatras organised by the VHP, now in progress in 
different parts of the country, are being used to spew blatant 
communal propaganda and to resort to minority baiting. The 
speeches made in a Delhi public meeting yesterday are an 
indication of this poisonous propaganda which is being used by 
the RSS led combine to help the BJP electorally. The State 
Governments concerned must take necessary steps to curb such 
communal speeches as provided for in the laws of the land. 
Special v1g1lance must be mounted to ensure that communal 
tensions and nots do not break out. 

The yatras are being organised with the call to install a 
pro-Hindu government at the Centre so that temples can be built 
at the disputed sites at Ayodhya, Kashi and Mathura. The Polit 
Bureau condemns the Chief Minister of Delhi for attending the 
'Hindu conference' where such calls were given, challenging the 
Supreme Court decision and the law on religious places of 
worship. 

It is also surprising that one of the yatras from Kathmandu has 
been inaugurated by the King of Nepal. That the head of state of 
a neighbouring country associates with a programme which has 
the political aim of settmg up a "pro-Hmdu" government in a 
secular state is highly objectionable. It is reported that the King 
has been mvited to participate in the concluding function at 
Nagpur on October 20. The Government of India must convey its 
displeasure at the King's association with the yatra and ask him 
not to attend the Nagpur function. 

*Published m "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, October IS, 199S. 



Central Committee Communique* 

Issued Following Its Meeting Held on 
October 18-20, 1995 

The CPl(M) Central Committee's decision to launch mass 
movements on a number of urgent demands of the people from the 
beginning of December, coupled with the progress made in the 
efforts to rally all Left, secular and democratic forces in the 
country, would pave the way for an effective third alternative to 
counter both the BJP and the Congress(/), the CPl(M) General 
Secretary, Harkishan Singh Surjeet, has confidently asserted. 

Addressing a Press conference following the three-day Central 
Committee meeting, on October 18-20, 1995, Surjeet said "the 
Left, secular and democratic alternative is bound to become the 
biggest force in the coming months". Surjeet cited a number of 
indications that showed that despite the setback in Andhra 
Pradesh, good progress was being made in building a third 
alternative. The foremost among them was the Samajwadi Party 
leader, Mulayam Singh Yadav's decision to forge ties with the Left 
and secular forces to fight the Congress( I) and BJP, Surjeet said, 
pointing out that: "In Uttar Pradesh Mulayam Singh counts if you 
want to defeat the BJ P. " 

The sordid developments in Gujarat followed by the break
down of the opportunist BSP-BJP alliance in U.P., had thoroughly 
exposed the BJP and its tall claims of being a party with a 
difference which alone could provide a principled alternative to 
the Congress( I), Surjeet said. But the severe setback to the BJP 
would not help the Congress( I) which was increasingly alienated 
from the people on account of its disastrous economic policies 
and unbridled corruption, the most telling evidence of which was 

*Published m "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, October 29, 1995. 
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the Chandras""'ami affair. "No matter how much they try, nobody 
can cover up Chandraswami anymore", Surjeet said. He said the 
fact that in Karnataka, S. Bangarappa was seeking to join hands 
with Deve Gowda indicated the low credibility of the Congress(/) 
as a winning force. 

Answering a spate of questions on possible alliances between 
the non-BJP and non-Congress(/) forces, Surjeet reiterated the 
CPl(M)'s firm opposition to the AIADMK in Tamil Nadu and its 
determination to fight against the party in the state. However, in 
reply to a question on the CPl(M)'s stance in case the AIADMK 
were to join the National Front, he said while the CPl(M) would 
continue to oppose the AIADMK, if the N.F. were to still go ahead 
with an alliance "we will not break (with the N.F.) on this point". 
He referred to a similar position taken by the Party vis-a-vis the 
AGP in 1989 and said: "While maintaining our independent 
attitude, at the same time in our efforts to unite Left, democratic 
and secular forces we will try and accommodate each other." 

Regarding the AGP, he said the Central Committee approved 
the decision of the Assam unit to go in for seat adjustments with 
the AGP. The AGP had changed its stand towards the minorities 
and we would ensure that they did not tie up with the BJP, he said. 

In reply to a question on whether the Bahujan Samaj Party 
( BSP) would be welcome to join the third alternative, Surjeet 
said: "Let us see what lessons they have learnt. The BSP has been 
going from the BJP to the Congress(/). Let us wait for some time 
before making any comment." As for the break away Congress 
group headed by N. D. Tiwari, Surjeet said: "They have not 
approached us." 

Demanding immediate dissolution of the U.P. assembly, he said 
the state governor, Motilal Vora's argument that he was going by 
the Supreme Court verdict in the Bommai case in keeping the 
assembly in suspended animation was not tenable because in the 
case of U.P., all major parties had officially demanded the 
dissolution of the assembly and no one had staked claim to form a 
government. He said the decision appears to have been taken in 
order to wait for the Prime Minister's return to the country, 
adding that Congress(/) leaders were indulging in manoeuvres to 
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form a government. The BJP too, after initially demanding 
dissolution, was exploring ways to form a government. Asserting 
that "no manoeuvres, no horse-trading should be allowed", he 
said any move to instal a government at this stage would have 
very bad repercussions on the body politic of the country. 

Surjeet reiterated the CPI(M)'s long standing demand for a 
political package in Kashmir which would ensure "maximum 
autonomy" for the state within the Indian Union and assure 
protection of the Kashmiri identity. The erosion of Article 370 
since 1953 should be undone and a resolution in the Indian 
parliament assuring full protection of Kashmiri identity would go 
a long way in drawing in the support of the people of the state. In 
the absence of a meaningful political package, no party will agree 
to elections, he said. If elections were held with only three to 
four per cent turnout of the electorate, it would only help the 
secessionist forces in Kashmir and their backers abroad, he said. 

The Central Committee elected a seven-member secretariat 
consisting of Harkishan Singh Surjeet, S. Ramachandran Pillai, 
Prakash Karat, Sukomal Sen, Hannan Mollah, M. A. Baby and 
Hari Singh Kang. In reply to a question on the need to set up a 
Central Secretariat, Surjeet said: "There is so much work-the 
Polit Bureau gets thousands of letters that have to be replied, 
there are states that have to be visited." Asserting that the 
CPl(M)'s structure should not be confused with the CPl's three
tier system, he said: "The Central Secretariat is only to assist the 
Polit Bureau on a day to day basis in discharging routine work-: 
correspondence, visiting the smaller states-so that the Polit 
Bureau is free to carry out its task of political guidance from the 
centre." 

The Central Committee's Communique issued on this accasion, 
follows. 

Jammu and Kashmir 

The Central Committee discussed the situation in the state with 
particular reference to the Central Government's move to hold 
elections. For quite some time, the CPI(M) has been calling for a 
political package to be announced by the Centre which can help 
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create conditions for holding elections. Even now, if the Centre 
comes forward with an assurance of providing maximum 
autonomy to the people which can ensure the protection of their 
identity, it will be possible for political parties to go to the people. 
It is only by such an initiative that elections can be meaningful 
and help the revival of the political process. 

Compromising India's Security 
The Central Committee expressed serious concern at the 

hostile moves made by the United States of America which harm 
Indian interests. Waiving of the Pressler Law by the American 
senate to supply arms to Pakistan had the full backing of the 
Clmton administration. Pakistan is not only engaged in assisting 
subversive terrorist activities in Kashmir and Punjab but is now 
concentrating on propping up the Taliban forces in Afghanistan. 
There are reports of Pakistani armed personnel participating in 
the Taliban offensive against Kabul. 

The Narasimha Rao Government continues to ignore the 
danger to India's security interests. The External Affairs Minister 
has assured that Indo-U.S. relations will not be harmed by the 
U.S. action. The Rao Government persists in implementing the 
lndo-U.S. military cooperation agreement. This is being done at a 
time when western powers headed by the USA are putting 
pressure on India to join the nuclear non-proliferation regime and 
curtail the development and deployment of short-range and 
medium-range missiles. The Narasimha Rao Government is 
compromising India's vital interests. 

The Central Committee therefore reiterated its demand that the 
Indo-U.S. military cooperation pact be annulled and the Indian 
Government make a categorical statement that it will go ahead 
with its indigenous missile programme. 

Economic Conditions 

The Central Committee noted the government's total failure to 
curb inflation which has led to relentless price rise of all 
essentials for the people. The prices of pulses, onions, potatoes 
and other items of daily use have reached such heights that it 
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makes life difficult for the common people. The Congress(!) 
Government is refusing to use the big stock of foodgrams to curb 
price rise. Bound as it is to the !MF/World Bank cond1tiona
lities, it is weakening the pubhc distribution system further 
when it is necessary to strengthen it. The continuing depreciation 
of the value of the rupee vis-a-vis the dollar will lead to a big 
increase in the cost of imports with its resultant impact on the 
price situation. 

The CPI(M) has put forward three demands to meet the grave 
price situation. Firstly, it wants a 50 per cent reduction in the pnce 
of foodgrains supplied through the PDS. Secondly, 14 essential 
commodities must be supplied through the fair price shops. 
Thirdly, food for work programmes must be initiated for the rural 
poor. 

In this connection, the Central Committee noted that the 
various schemes being announced by the government with an e~e 
on the elections are not going to alleviate poverty but will be mere 
sops offered to the people. 

The Central Committee condemned the Central Government 
for going ahead with another round of disinvestment of pubhc 
sector unit shares in some of the most profitable concerns. It 
called for cancellation of the Bailadila mine transfer to a private 
company. It congratulated the coal workers, bank and insurance 
employees for their strike struggles in defence of their rights and 
for protection of the financial sector from privatisation. The 
Central Committee extended full support to the struggle of the 
medical students in Kerala against privatisation of medical 
colleges. 

Criminalisation and Corruption 

'the Central Committee strongly condemned the refusal of the 
Rao Government to take decisive action against Chandraswami. 
Despite mounting evidence of his illegal activities, the CBI has 
not arrested him despite investigations going on for over a month. 
Some of the explanations given by the CBI for not arresting 
Chandraswami border on the ridiculous. It is well known that 
Chandraswami is closely connected with the Prime Minister and 
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other top Congress(!) leaders. The failure to take firm action 
against this dubious godman exposes the government's 
connivance and encouragement to the criminalisation of politics 
and society. 

The Central Committee demanded that the CBI take effective 
steps to charge-sheet those accused in the hawala scandal. 
Prosecution of all those involved in the illegal money transactions 
will have a salutary effect on cleansing corruption in high places. 
Both the Chandraswami affair and the hawala scandal reveal the 
criminal-politician nexus and they should not be hushed up. The 
CPl(M) will take both these issues to the people to mobilise them 
to demand the full uncovering of those involved in these two 
affairs. 

BJP's Fiasco 
The BJP leadership's compromise with the rebel leader Vaghela 

in Gujarat showed that the only principle they adhere to is to chng 
to the government at any cost. However, despite this last minute 
tum-about, the internal crisis of the party in Gujarat has not 
ended. The prolonged wranglmgs and unscrupulous quarrels for 
power have effectively exposed the lack of any principles or 
values in the party. This is a big blow to the BJP's posture of being 
the only alternative to the Congress(I) at the national level. 

Even before the Gujarat events, the BJP had forged an 
opportunistic alliance with the BSP in Uttar Pradesh. Its 
hypocritical talk of concern for the dalits being the basis for the 
installation of the Mayawati as Chief Minister has been fully 
exposed by the withdrawal of support to the same Chief Minister 
within four and a half months. The ucprincipled and cynical 
pohtics pursued by the BJP leadership in Uttar Pradesh has 
eroded its image further. 

The Central Committee condemned the poisonous communal 
propaganda purveyed during the ekatmata yatras in different 
parts of the country. In this connection the CPI(M) strongly 
criticised the king of Nepal for participating in the inaugural 
function of the yatra from Kathmandu. Since the yatra had the 
slogan of installing a pro-Hindu government at the Centre, the 
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association of the head of State of Nepal with such a poht1cal 
platform is interference in the internal affairs of India. 

Dissolve U.P. Assembly 
The Central Committee demanded immediate dissolution of 

the legislative assembly in the state. The decision of the governor 
to place the assembly in suspended animation is designed to help 
the Congress(!) to indulge in unscrupulous manoeuvres. With 
none of the major parties in a position to form a government, only 
the people can decide who should form the next government. The 
reference to the Supreme Court decision for not dissolving the 
assembly is not relevant as all the major parties have demanded 
dissolution of the House and fresh elections. It is necessary that 
elections to the state assembly be held simultaneously with the 
Lok Sabha elections. 

Kerala 
The Central Committee congratulated the people of Kerala for 

rendering a decisive verdict in favour of the LDF and CPl(M) in the 
recently held elections to the panchayats and the municipalities. 
The result is a strong indictment of the UDF Government's misrule, 
corruption and the communal alliance. The A. K. Antony 
Government sought to utilise the creamy layer issue to isolate the 
CPI(M), but the Party's principled stand on the issue has met with a 
positive response from the people. The Left victory in the i<><:al 
elections in Kerala and the earlier Tribal Autonomous Distnct 
Council elections in Tripura show the continuing popular support 
for the policies and positions of the Left. 

The Central Committee resolved to strengthen the unity of Left 
forces which is essential to go forward in the struggle against the 
economic policies and against communalism. Left unity is also 
important to mobilise all the secular and democratic forces in the 
forthcoming elections to defeat the Congress(!) and the BJP. 

Forging an Effective Alternative 
The Central Committee reviewed the progress made in umt~ng 

all the Left, democratic and secular forces for the forthcoming 
elections. It welcomed the stand taken by Mulayam Singh Yadav 
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who has expressed his readiness to join hands with the Left 
parties and other secular forces to fight both the Congress(!) and 
the BJP. The setback in Andhra due to the split in the TDP has to 
be overcome to ensure that the Congress(!) does not take 
advantage of any division in the state. The Central Committee 
approved the approach of the Assam state unit of the Party for 
going in for seat adjustment with the AGP while maintaining its 
independent position on various issues concerning the minorities. 
The Central Committee reiterated its opposition to the Jayalalitha 
Government in Tamil Nadu. It called for fighting theAIADMK in 
the forthcoming elections. The Central Committee stressed the 
importance of the secular opposition parties, evolving a coherent 
programme distinct from the Congress(l)'s economic policies and 
for strengthening national unity. 

Both the Congress(!) and the BJP have lost credibility among 
the people. The Central Committee is confident that the secular 
opposition forces alongwith the Left will be able to present an 
effective alternative to both the Congress(!) and the BJP. 

Launch Mass Movements 
The Central Committee decided to call upon its state units to 

take up the following immediate demands of the people: 
1. Strengthen public distribution system to supply 14 essential 

commodities; reduce the price of foodgq1ins supplied through the 
fair price shops by 50 per cent. 

2. Release food stock for food for work programmes in the 
rural areas. 

3. Stop disinvestment and closure of public sector units. 
4. Distribute surplus land above the celling and cultivable 

waste lands to the landless. Adopt central legislation for agricul
tural workers; launch struggles for better wages for agricultural 
workers. 

5. Stop privatisation and commercialisation of education. 
6. Allocate more resources to the public health system. 
7. Equal wages for women and legislation for protection of 

home based workers. 
8. Provide full relief and rehabilitation for flood affected states. 
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9. Arrest Chandraswami and prosecute him. Book all offenders 
in the hawala case. 

The Central Committee has called upon all its Party units to 
mobilise the people for mass struggles on these demands from the 
beginning of December. All efforts must be made to involve the 
Left parties in these movements. 

Central Secretariat 
The Central Committee elected a seven-member secretariat to 

assist the Polit Bureau in discharging the work of the Party 
Centre. The Secretariat consist of Harkishan Singh Surjeet, 
S. Ramachandram Pillai, Prakash Karat, Sukomal Sen, Hannan 
Mollah, M.A. Baby and Hari Singh Kang. 
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Adopted by The Central Committee of The CPl(M) 
in its Meeting Held on October 18-20, 1995 

INTERNATIONAL 

Nearly six months have elapsed since the Party Congress, where 
we made a detailed assessment of the international situation. In 
the last Central Committee meeting held in July, we had not dwelt 
upon the international developments as the main trends noted in 
the Party Congress continued. Since then certain developments 
have taken place which ~hould be noted. 

Inter-Imperialist Contradictions 
During the penod since the Party Congress, on vanous trade 

and economic issues inter-1mpenali~t contrad1ct1ons have grown. 
The G7 countnes held their summit meeting at Halifax, Canada in 
end June. This meeting revealed that mutual differences and 
conflicts on economic and financial matters continue, though an 
effort was made to play down these differences. The meeting was 
preceded by the threatened trade war between the USA and Japan 
on the quest10n of automobile exports. The U.S. had invoked the 
Super 301 clau!>e sanctions and given an ultimatum to Japan. At 
the last moment an agreement was reached in Geneva averting a 
trade war. fapan had to give conces!>ions to the USA to avoid an 
open trade war. The USA which had a trade deficit of 65 .6 billion 
dollars with Japan (60 per cent of the deficit is in automobiles) 
last year is determined to see that its automobiles are exported to 
Japan in order to reduce the deficit. The unilateral invoking of the 
Super 301 clause by the USA was resented even by the European 
countries especially when the World Trade Organisation was set 
up to deal with such disputes. 

*Published as a Booklet m November 1995 
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The G7 summit, after the turbulence caused to the world 
economy by the Mexican crisis, decided to set up a special 
emergency fund under the IMF auspices to meet fmanc1al cnses 
such as the Mexican one. The G7 has decided to allot$ 50 b1lhon 
for this plan under the IMF. They also talked of setting up a new 
supervisory and fund raising mechanism to meet such sJtualions 
though it could not spell out the details of such a scheme. Neither 
is it clear how the $ 50 billion will be raised. 

The French decision to conduct nuclear tests also cast a shadow 
on the summit as Japan and Canada were very unhappy with the 
decision. Later the French went ahead with the nuclear tests at 
Tahiti leading to vocal protests specially by Australia and New 
Zealand and caused d1sqmet in the western alliance. 

The turmoil in the financial markets continue with the currency 
fluctuations. Recently, the dollar appreciated agamst the yen and 
the duetsche mark but this appreciat10n of the dollar was achieved 
through a planned intervention by the central banks of the USA, 
Japan and Germany. Japan also wanted this appreciation of the 
dollar against the yen as its currency is highly over-valued and 
Japan is finding it difficult to reflate its economy after a prolonged 
downturn. It hopes the lesser value of the yen will make its exports 
cheaper and more competitive. But the dollar continues to fluctuate 
in the market. In Europe, the move for a single European currency 
is facing rough weather with the tough conditions set by Germany 
not being acceptable to others. 

The overall rate of growth of the advanced capitalist countnes 
led by the USA is still sluggish and erratic. Japan has not made 
any recovery and Germany is still struggling to stabilise its rate of 
growth. Even the U.S. recovery is tardy and erratic. The G7 
countries are still worried about the high unemployment rates and 
have decided to call a conference in 1996 to specially deal with 
the problem. 

Agreement in Bosnia 

The other major event has been the u .S. intervention in the civil 
war in the former Yugoslav territories. On Bosnia, finally the USA 
could carry its British and French allies in NATO and begin heavy 
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bombing of the Bosman Serb positions. This has led to the open 
American support to the Bosnian Muslims and the Croatian side. 
Under the U.S. brokered agreement reached in Geneva, 49 per 
cent of the territory will be with the Serbs and the rest with the 
Bosnian and Croatian sides. 

However, to maintain the cease-fire and implement the 
complicated plan will not be easy. The western powers have 
intervened m the civil war in such a manner as to further exacerbate 
the ethnic and nationality conflicts there. The bombing of the Serb 
positions and the use of Cruise missiles angered Russia which 
has accused the USA and the Western powers of genocide against 
the Serbs. The intension of the Clinton administration to deploy 
20,000 U.S. troops in-Bosnia and to replace the U.N. peacekeeping 
force with a NATO force is an ominous development. The U.S. 
wants to use Bosnia as a beachhead for its penetration of the 
Balkans region. 

Cuba 

The increase m the strength of the right through the Republican 
maJonty in the U.S. congress is leading to fresh attacks on Cuba. 
Recently the U.S. congress has passed a bill called the Helms 
Burton Bill which makes the blockade more stringent and gives 
sanction for action agamst third countries or persons who have 
trade and other dealings with Cuba. This bill has been passed 
despite the opposition of the White House. The Cuban Government 
is resolutely facing the situation with the support of the people. It 
has recently announced more measures for inviting foreign capital 
and to provide a fillip to economic development. The positive 
aspect is that many of the European countries are continuing their 
trade !mks with Cuba despite American displeasure. 

U.S.-Chma relations have also witnessed a period of serious 
strains. The invitation to the Taiwanese President for a private 
visit to America led to strong protests by China and the recalling 
of its Ambassador. The U.S. v10lated the agreement arrived at with 
Chma that there will be no recognition accorded to the two China 
policy. The harping on Tibet and interference in the internal affairs 
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of China is another irritant. The Dalai Lama·s 'is it lo Amenca 
recently and Clinton meeting him unofficially has also led to 
protests from China. 

The strain between the CSA and Ru'isia have not been only on 
the Bosnian issue. The effons of the Western ~ATO alliance to 
expand eastwards and to draw in all the East European countnes 
is meeting with increasing opposition from Russia. Recently, 
Yeltsin publicly condemned the l'ATO's eastward expansion and 
accused it of trying to isolate Russia and revive the cold war. 

Within Russia. President Yeltsin. is geuing more and more 
isolated and pub! ic opinion is tum~ng against his regime. The efforts 
to set up a pro-capitalist bloc and unite all the anti-Left forces 
~ave not met with much success. The western po" ers ·are also 
increasingly coming to recognise that banking on Yeltsin alone 
will not be good tactics especially since the way he tackled the 
Chechenya crisis. The Communist Party is doing \\ell in the local 
Duma elections and is leading in the opinion polls for the 
Presidential elections. 

Israel-PLO Agreement 
The Israel-PLO agreement on the second phase of the pact signed 

in I 993 shows the problems faced by the Palestinian people in the 
struggle for statehood. After a delay of one year, the second phase 
has now been agreed upon after protracted negotiations. Under 
this plan. PLO self-rule will be extended from the Gaza stnp and 
Jericho down to 30 per cent of the West Bank. In the rest. Israeli 
control will continue. Wherever illegal Jewish settlements exist, 
Israel will have jurisdiction. Though the agreement provides for 
the redeployment of the Israeli armed forces by withdrawing from 
the towns to be handed over to the Palestinian council, overall 
security remains in Israel's hands. Elections are to be held for 
constituting the Palestinian council after the Israeli army vacates 
the areas allotted for self-rule. 

However, the major problem of three million Palestinians living 
outside occupied territories is not touched. Israel has made it clear 
that it cannot accept a separate Palestinian state in the West Bank 
nor will it give up Jerusalem. The Palestinian Left groups have 
condemned the agreement. 
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In Libya, Gadaffi who is totally opposed to the 1993 agreement 
asked the 30,000 Palestinians living in Libya to quit and go back 
to the Palestinian state set up by Arafat. They were not allowed to 
enter Gaza through Egypt by the Israeli authorities. Gadaffi 
declared that he wanted to expose the hollowness of the PLO's 
agreement. 

U.S. Manoeuvres in Middle East 
U.S. administration wants to rope in Syria to come to terms 

with Israel just as Egypt and Jordan have done under U.S. auspices. 
So far Syna has refused to accept the terms and conditions for the 
Golan heights settlement. 

The U.S. continues its manoeuvers to reinforce its Hegemony 
and to dominate the oil nch reg10n. Iraq under Saddam Hussein 
which defied the USA is still being punished with the embargo 
and refm.ed to hft the U.N. sanctions. Children are the worst 
sufferers of this inhuman policy. On some pretext or the other the 
U.N. is being successfully pressurised by the USA to delay lifting 
of sanctions. Simultaneously the USA 1s targeting Iran to isolate 1t 
but has not succeeded yet in rallying its alltes to impose sanct10ns. 

Beijing Women's Conference 

The international women's conference convened by the United 
Nations was held in Beijing in September. Alongwith the official 
conference there was a big non-official gathering in which over 
20,000 women from all over the world participated. At this NGO 
gathering and at the official conference a systematic effort was 
made to sidetrack the main issues concerning the problems of 
women and to make anti-China propaganda. The entire western 
dominated international media focu~!>ed on the so-called abuses 
of human nghts in China and the low status of women there. Hillary 
Clinton heading the official U.S. delegation also joined the anti 
China chorus. Despite this western hostility, the conference was 
able to hold its dehberations and produce a concrete platform of 
action. At the non-official gathering of NGOs many participants 
from the third world countnes were able to focus attention on the 
deteriorating cond1t1ons of women due to the structural adjustment 
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programmes imposed by the IMF/World Bank and the western 
countries. The serious effects of poverty on women's status and 
the struggle for eq4ality were taken up. The AIDWA delegatwn 
which attended the non-official conference made its contnbutwn 
to focus on these issues. 

Neighbouring Countries 
Important developments have taken place in the countries 

neighbounng India. We must take note of some of them: 
Afghanistan: The situation is worsening with the open support 

given by Pakistan to the offensive by Taliban forces. They have 
captured Herat and are now trying to capture Kabul. President 
Rabbani has accused Pakistan with interfering in the internal affairs 
of Afghanistan and sending its intelligence and security agents to 
back the Taliban. Pakistan is usmg the big stock of weapons 
supplied by Amenca to fight the NaJib Government and the Soviet 
forces to prop up the Taliban. Ex-servicemen and other armed 
forces from Pakistan have been deployed to back the Tahban 
The U.N. has failed to make any progress for a negotiated 
settlement. There is every danger of Afghanistan getting 
disintegrated under the warring factions. 

Pakistan: In Pakistan, the internal situation is very disturbing 
and a situation of instability prevails. The violence and clashes 
between the MQM and the government in Karachi continue. All 
efforts at negotiations seem to bear no fruit with the Pakistan 
Government sidetracking the issue and blaming the immigrants 
The MQM has denied any support by India. The PunJab Ch~ef 
Minister was removed with a split in the Muslim League (Ju~eJO) 
and the installation of a splinter faction. The Government continues 
to divert the attention of the people by focussing attention on 
Kashmir issue. It is trying its best to internationalise the issue and 
has gone to the extent of stating that the abduction of the foreign 
hostages in Kashmir was masterminded by India. 

Pakistan has been a traditional ally of the USA since the days of 
the cold war. Its importance lies in the fact that it was a base of 
operations directed against the erstwhile Soviet Union. Now ~fter 
the dismantling of the Soviet Union though Pakistan does not have 
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the same importance in the U.S. strategic plans, U.S. imperialism 
still wants to use Pakistan to pressurise India to penetrate Central 
Asta and to counter Iran and other inimical forces. The Pakistan 
mtervent1on in Afghanistan must also be viewed in the context of 
the U S. plans. 

Sri Lanka: Despite the positive effort made initially by 
Chandnka Kumaratunga for peace talks and certain measures taken 
to relieve the sufferings of the people of the Jaffna population, 
due to the mtrans1gent attitude of the LTTE, the negotiations broke 
down and hostilities were resumed. The Sri Lankan armed forces 
have for the first time made some head way by inflictmg heavy 
casualties on the LTTE armed forces. At the same time 
Kumaratunga ha!> unfolded her proposals for a settlement of the 
Tdmtl question. The proposals for settmg up a more federal system 
of government through the formation of regional councils and 
devolut10n of powers from the Central Government to these 
councils are a s1gnif1cant and pos1t1ve feature. 

Kumaratunga has taken a bold stand in departing from the 
unitary structure existing in Sn Lanka. But all will depend on how 
the LTTE will respond, though other Tamil groups have taken a 
positive stand. Due to the military success so far the Sinhalese 
chauvinists have not been able to mount a btg opposition to the 
peace plan. However, there are many obstacles to the final success 
of the settlement. The plan when concretised must take into account 
the ethnic factor in the Tamil demand for autonomy. Aggravation 
of the conflict helps imperialism to intervene in Srilanka. Our Party 
has welcomed the Kumaratunga proposals and called upon the 
LTTE to return to the path of negot1at10ns so that there can be 
genuine autonomy for the Tamil speakmg areas within a united 
Sri Lanka. 

Bangladesh: The movement led by the opposition parties 
agamst the Khaleda Government continues with its demand that 
the election should be held under the supervision of a caretaker 
coalit10n government. Due to the mass discontent against the 
Khaleda Government's policies, the recent protest demonstrations 
and strikes have received popular support. 
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Nepal: The government headed by the CPN(UML) has been 
dislodged in Nepal due to the verdict of the Supreme Court 
annulling the decision of the King to dissolve the parltament, 
calling for fresh elect10ns and allowing the Manmohan Adh1kan 
Government to continue as a caretaker government. The cns1s 
erupted because the Nepali Congress had withdrawn support to 
the CPN (UML) government since the CPN(UML) had taken some 
measures to benefit the poorer sect10ns and was effectively 
exposing the corruption of the Nepah Congress Government The 
Nepali Congress opportunistically joined hands with the royalist 
Rashtriya Prajatantra Party to pull down the government. Now 
after the Supreme Court verdict, the Nepali Congress, Rashtnya 
PraJatantra Party and Sadbhavana Party have formed a coaht10n 
under Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba. The Communist Party 
is mobilising the people against this new opportunist combinat10n 

NATIONAL 

Economic Situation 
The major aspect of the economic situation is the relentless 

increase in the prices of all essential commodities for the people 
The prices of pulses, onions, potatoes and all other items of daily 
use have reached such heights that it makes hfe difficult for the 
common people. Such a sharp increase in the prices of food items 
is taking place at a time when the Congress(!) Government goes 
on claiming that the rate of inflation is going down. The cond1uons 
of hand loom weavers, artisans and small peasants have further 
deteriorated in this period. 

The recent depreciation of the value of the rupee v1s-a-v1s the 
dollar will lead to a big increase in the cost of imports. With imports 
rising much more than exports, this depreciation of the rupee will 
lead to inflation and further erosion in the living standards of the 
people. 

The Rao Government is callously refusing to use the big stock 
of foodgrains for curbing price rise. It has not taken any step to 
re~u~~ the prices in the public distribution system nor is it prepared 
to tmtiate any food for work programme. · 
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The 8th plan draft mid-term appraisal document prepared by 
the Planning Comm1ss1on is a sharp indictment of the ltberahsation 
poltc1es adopted since 1991. The mid-term appraisal questtons the 
Government's claims of control of the fiscal deficit and generation 
of employment. It has warned that inflation will erode whatever 
gains made due to the reforms. The internal debt position has 
become alarming. Recently, the World Bank indicated that India 
will be forced to spend each rupee realised in tax collection to 
serve internal debt. The interest payment on the total external and 
internal debt in 1995-96 1s estimated to be Rs. 52,000 crores. The 
whole net borrowings for the year will go to paying this interest. 

The Government has been shameles~ly pursuing Its privatisation 
dnve and the dismantling of the public sector. It has announced 
another round of disinvestment of shares of five big PSUs which 
are profitable concerns. 

The movement against the indiscriminate entry of multmational 
corporations and the harmful power policy of the Government got 
a boost with the cancellation of the Enron power project by the 
Maharashtra Government. However, the BJP s doublespeak has 
been exposed by the Enron episode. After taking the correct step 
to cancel the agreement with Enron on the Dabhol power project, 
within a month, the Maharashtra Government has now announced 
that it will renegotiat~ the deal wtth Enron. The ploy of cancelling 
the agreement and then once again renegotiating with the same 
multinational company without going in for open competitive 
biddmg for the pro3ect has debunked the BJP's claim of bringing 
the MNC to book. It has proved what is well-known about the 
BJP, that, 1t is not opposed to liberalisation and privat1sat1on but 
only stnkes poses to hoodwink the people. For the past two years 
1t was the Left parties, the trade umons and other mass organisations 
which have consistently campaigned and mob1hsed the people 
against the 100 per cent foreign owned plants ltke Enron being 
sanctioned with counter-guarantees by the Central Government. 
After the Enron project the focus has been on the Bailadila mine. 
The Bailad1la mine handover to a pnvate company became a major 
focus durmg the last parliament ses~1on and it has Jed to widespread 
oppositton to this loot of pubhc funds by selling the most profitable 
iron ore mine for a song. 
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With the elections drawing nearer, the Rao Government 1~ trying 
to manoeuvre by giving some concessions and relief to different 
sections of the people. The announcement of interim relief, 

• DA and mcrease in the ceiling of bonus are addres~ed to the 
Government employees and public sector workers. Further 
announcement of schemes worth Rs. 5000 crores have also been 
made such as old age pension, maternity benefits for women, mid
day meals for school children etc. to woo the people. 

Floods 
People have in this period suffered because of the floods due to 

heavy rains in many parts of the country. Many villages were 
marooned and crops worth crores of rupees were destroyed by 
the severe floods which affected states hke Haryana, Punjab, 
Rajasthan, Himachal Pradesh and Assam. West Bengal has been 
badly affected with severe floods in ten districts. More than 140 
persons have lost their lives. 70 lakhs people have been affected 
by this calamity. The Central Government has to provide adequate 
funds for the relief and rehabilitation work. 

Mass Struggles 
This period also saw various struggles against the economic 

policies. There was a coal strike called by the CITU against the 
agreement signed by the other trade unions. This has been followed 
by the call for a united one week strike by the central coal unions. 
The bank unions also went on a one-day strike and have called for 
a two-day strike in the last week of September. The call of the 
National Platform of Mass organisations to hold district level 
demonstrations have been widely observed on J 5th September 
The Left Front in West Bengal has also chalked ou.t a sustained 
mass movement against the economic policies with a charter of 
demands. Various struggles have taken place in the states. In Andhra 
struggles for wages of agricultural labour have taken place in 1500 
villages~ in Madhya Pradesh three jathas were conducted across 
the state culminating in a state level rally; in Kerala, students are 
valiantly struggling against the privatisation of medical colleges. 
In Punjab, the kisan movement has been mobilising the peasants 
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to demand flood relief measures. In Orissa there has been a Joint 
movement against the dissolution of the panchayat bodies by the 
Congress Government in which over a lakh of people courted arrest. 
The Party and the various mass organisations must carry on the 
movements on the urgent problems of the people. The other major 
developments m this penod show that the Congress(!) Government 
is unable to tackle the serious problems facing the country 
like Kashmir, the criminalisation of poht1cs and degeneration in 
public life. 

Kashmir 

The situation m the valley continues to thwart the government's 
intentions to hold elections without a political package including 
autonomy. The abduction of five foreign tourists and the barbanc 
murder of one of them has shocked world public opinion. Using 
this situation the government gave in to western pressure for 
stationing its elite security personnel in the valley which was 
resented by the Indian armed forces. As noted in the last Central 
Committee meeting report there is a shift in the attitude of the 
people who are fed up of the anti-social activities of some of the 
militants and there is a great desire for peace. The pnme minister 
had also come out with a declaration regarding the provision of 
autonomy but nothmg more has matenahsed since then. Even the 
promise made to provide relief and rehabilitation in Charar-e
Shareif town has not been implemented. There has been no 
reconstruction of the houses destroyed m the arson. We have been 
re1teratmg our demand that forthe situation conducive for elections 
to be held a political package including provision of maximum 
autonomy be announced. 

Punjab 

The gruesome assassination of the Chief Minister, Beant Smgh, 
by a bomb explosion has highlighted the continuing threat posed 
by the extremists who operate from across the border. The Rao 
Government had become complacent about the Punjab situation 
and has been propagating that complete peace has been restored 
there. The kill mg of the Chief Mm1ster within the premises of the 
highly protected area of the secretariat has created apprehensions 
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among the people. The impact on the Akahi. would be adverse m 
the sense that those who would have tned to demarcate from the 
extremists would now hesitate and falter. 

The world Sikh conference held in Amntsar by the SGPC 
became a platform for glorif1catJOn of the extremists and the 
separatist ideology. There was not a word of condemnation of 
the damage caused to Punjab by the Kha!Jstam groups backed 
by external forces. Tnbutes were paid to Bhmdranwale and the 
k\Bers of Indira Gandhi and Gen. Vaidya and there were d1scu~s1ons 
highhghtmg a separate Sikh identity including talk of Sikh 
economics. 

It will be necessary for the CPI(M) and the CPI to go to the 
people to heighten their awareness of the dangers posed by the 
snuation and to rally them against the nefarious act!Vlties of the 
extremists. Ajomt convention for this purpose was held recently 
at Jallandhar. 

Criminalisation of Politics 

The last parliament session saw the release of the Vohra 
Committee report due to the persistent demand of the oppos1t1on 
The Nama Sahni murder committed by a prominent youth congress 
leader focussed attention on the protectwn and encouragement to 
cnmmal elements by the ruling party. The Vohra Committee report 
though a departmental one and having its limitations spelt out the 
nexus between politicians, the underworld and corrupt bureaucrats. 
Soon after the Government's promise to take steps to curb such a 
nexus the Chandraswami aff a1r surfaced. The evidence given by a 
wanted criminal that Chandraswami had links with Dawood 
Ibrahim based in Dubai was highly damaging for the ruhng party. 
Chandraswami is well-known for his !mks with the Prime Minister 
and many other Congress and bourgeois party politicians. Rajesh 
Pilot issued instructions to the CBI for the arrest of Chandraswami. 
But so far despite the CBI question mu him he has not been arrested 
He is being protected as he has ~lose connections with th~ 
Congress(I) leaders includmg the Prime Minister. Chandraswami 
has been mvolved in many other criminal (lctivities including the 
St. Kits forgery. The shifting out of Rajesh Pilot in the cabinet 
expan~on and reshuffle has further compromised the Pnme 
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Mm1ster's image m this respect. It is important to highhght the 
Chandraswam1 case and demand a full investigat10n into all his 
activities and his bemg brought to book as this will be an effective 
issue m the struggle agamst crimmahsation of politics. 

Expose Corruption 

Our Party has been demanding since last year full investigations 
into the Hawala scandal and prosecution of those guilty of illegal 
money transactions. The seizure of the diaries of the Jain brothers 
showed that many top politicians of different bourgeois parties 
were involved in the Hawala transactions. The government and 
the CBI were not willing to investigate the matter and had required 
the Supreme Court's directive for the case to be pursued. Several 
mm1sters and political leaders are bemg questioned by the CBI. A 
proper mve~t1gation will show that many top Congress leaders 
and politicians of the BJP and other parties have been receiving 
money through illegal channels. 

The Chandraswami affair and the Hawala scandal must be effec
tively ut1h.,ed by the Party to unmask the high level corruption m the 
rultng circles. It must become an effective weapon to expose the 
Rao Government and the Congres~ Party in the forthcoming elections. 

Gro~ing Indo-U.S. Defence Collaboration 

We had noted m the Party Congress the signing of the Indo-U.S. 
defence collaborat10n pact and its harmful imphcat10ns for India's 
sovereignty and foreign policy. Subsequently, at the civilian level 
the policy coordination committee was to be set up during the 
visit of the Indian defence secretary in June to Amenca This visit 
was abruptly postponed after the U.S. defence department made 
an anouncement that no arms technology transfer will take place 
to India to off set the balance with Pakistan. Now the Indian defence 
secretary Nambiar has visited the USA and held the f1rst 
coordmat1on committee meeting with the U.S. defence department 
officials. This has been accompanied by more joint exercises both 
at the armed forces level and with paratroopers. The growing 
military ties at different levels with the USA will compromise our 
security interests. 
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extremists would now hesitate and falter. 

The world Sikh conference held m Amntsar by the SGPC 
became a platform for glorification of the extremists and the 
separatist ideology. There was not a word of condemnation of 
the damage caused to Punjab by the Khahstani groups backed 
by external forces. Tributes were paid to Bhmdranwale and the 
killers oflnd1ra Gandhi and Gen. Vaidya and there were d1scu~s1ons 
highhghtmg a separate Sikh identity including talk of Sikh 
economics. 

It will be necessary for the CPl(M) and the CPI to go to the 
people to heighten their awareness of the danger~ posed by the 
situation and to rally them against the nefarious act1V1ties of the 
extremists. Ajomt convention for this purpose was held recently 
at Jallandhar. 

Criminalisation of Politics 
The last parliament session saw the release of the Vohra 

Committee report due to the persistent demand of the opposition 
The Nama Sahni murder committed by a promment youth congress 
leader focussed attention on the protect10n and encouragement to 
cnmmal elements by the ruling party. The Vohra Committee report 
though a departmental one and havmg its limitat10ns spelt out the 
nexus between politicians, the underworld and corrupt bureaucrats 
Soon after the Government's promise to take steps to curb such a 
nexus the Chandraswami affair surfaced. The evidence given by a 
wanted criminal that Chandraswami had lmks with Dawood 
Ibrahim based in Dubai was highly damaging for the rulmg party 
Chandraswami is well-known for his Jinks with the Prime Minister 
and many other Congress and bourgeois party politicians. RaJesh 
Pilot issued instructions to the CBI for the arrest of Chandraswami 
But so far despite the CBI questioning him he has not been arrested. 
He is being protected as he has close connections with the 
Congress(!) leaders including the Prime Minister. Chandraswamr 
has been involved m many other criminal activities mcludmg the 
St. Ktt~ forgery. The sh1ftmg out of Rajesh Pilot in the cabinet 
expansion and reshuffle has further compromised the Pnme 
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Mini~ter's image m this respect. It is important to highhght the 
Chandraswam1 case and demand a full investigation into all his 
act1V1t1es and his being brought to book as this will be an effective 
issue in the struggle against crimmahsation of politics. 

Expose Corruption 

Our Party has been demanding smce last year full mvest1gat1ons 
into the Hawala scandal and prosecution of those guilty of illegal 
money transactions. The seizure of the diaries of the Jain brothers 
showed that many top poht1cians of different bourgeois parties 
were involved in the Hawala transactions. The government and 
the CBI were not willing to investigate the matter and had required 
the Supreme Court's directive for the case to be pursued. Several 
ministers and political leaders are being questioned by the CBI. A 
proper investigation will show that many top Congress leaders 
and politicians of the BJP and other parties have been receiving 
money through illegal channels. 

The Chandraswami affair and the Hawala scandal must be effec
tively utilised by the Party to unma~k the high level corruption m the 
rulmg circles. It must become an effective weapon to expose the 
Rao Government and the Congress Party in the forthcoming electtons. 

Gro~ing Indo-U.S. Defence Collaboration 

We had noted in the Party Congress the signing of the Indo-U.S. 
defence collaboration pact and its harmful implications for India's 
sovereignty and foreign policy. Subsequently, at the civilian level 
the policy coordination committee was to be set up during the 
visit of the Indian defence secretary in June to Amenca. This visit 
was abruptly postponed after the U.S. defence department made 
an anouncement that no arms technology transfer will take place 
to India to offset the balance with Pakistan. Now the Indian defence 
secretary Nambiar has visited the USA and held the first 
coordination committee meeting with the U.S. defence department 
officials. This has been accompanied by more joint exercises both 
at the armed forces level and with paratroopers. The growing 
military ties at different levels with the USA will compromise our 
secunty interests. 
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U.S. Arms to Pakistan 
This is especially significant in the light of the U.S. senate's 

decision to waive the Pressler Amendment and supply 370 milhon 
dollars worth of arms to Pakistan. Though the U.S. will not provide 
F J 6 fighters, under pressure of the Clinton admimi;trat10n, the 
congress has sanct10ned this arms deal which includes Onon 
Reconnaissance planes and HarpooR missiles for Pakistan. At the 
same time, the USA is putting pressure on India not to deploy the 
Pnthvi missiles or develop the Agni programme. In such a situation, 
the defence collaboration with the USA is totally uncalled for and 
against the country's interests. The Rao Government has been 
trapped by the U.S. plan to yoke India and Pakistan together under 
its military hegemony in the subcontinent. The arms race between 
the two countries will only serve U.S. interests. Our P<!rtY has 
demanded the cancellation of the Indo-U.S. military cooperation 
pact. The Party must conduct a big campaign against the pro
imperialist polioies of the Rao Government and rouse all the 
patriotic sections to demand a review of these policies. 

Judicial Intervention 
The penod saw the Supreme Cou·rt taking certain major decisions 

which are important for parliamentary democracy. The Supreme 
Court verdict upholding the multi-member election comm1ss1on 
and ruling that the CEC has no overriding powers has been a 
vindication of our Party's stand on the question. The efforts of 
T.N. Seshan to act unconstitutionally and arrogate all sorts of 
powers to himself has been effectively checked by this important 
judgement. The Supreme Court has also been active in defending 
the rights of citizens against police excesses and reinmg in the 
executive wherever it seeks to avoid implemention of 3udic1al 
decisions. The sentencing of the IAS officer of Kamataka for 
contempt of court is one such instance. 

This judicial activism of the courts is an indication of the erosion 
of the credibility of the. Government and the bureaucracy and 
increasingly the citizens are resortmg to the courts for the protection 
of their nghts. It shows the atrophy of the institutions under the 
constitution and increasing reliance on the judiciary to solve all 
types of problems. 
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Position of Political Parties 
Congress( I) 

The internal wranglings and problems in the Congress(!) have 
grown in the recent penod. The v1s1t by Sonia Gandhi to Amethi 
and her 1mphed cnt1c1sm of the Government's handlings of the 
Rajiv assassination has intens1f1ed the inner manoeuvres. The 
cabinet expansion undertaken by Narasimha Rao was meant to 
meet the internal dissensions and also the Soma factor. However, 
despite 14 new ministers bemg taken in, discontent is growing 
among congressmen from sates like Tamtlnadu, Andhra and 
Kamataka, None of the senior cabmet ministers have been asked 
to step down and take up organisational Jobs---efforts towards this 
have failed to bear fruit. Factional squabbles within the Party have 
been heightened in states hke Maharashtra and MP. The crisis of 
the TDP m Andhra Pradesh and the BJP m Gujarat has raised hopes 
among Congressmen of checking the decline of the party. 
Naras1mha Rao 1s manouvermg to make himself indispensable 
and to cut down potential challengers hke Pawar. 

BJP 
The BJP has been conducting a systematic propaganda that it 1s 

going to come to power in the centre in the next elections. It has 
tried to project itself as the only credible alternative to the Congress 
at the national level. It set up the Mayawati Government with the 
aim of disrupting the SP-BSP combination and to win over the 
scheduled castes by projecting a pro-dalit image. UP with 85 Lok 
Sabha seats is crucial for the BJP game plan. But as visualised by 
us the conflicts between the BJP and BSP have developed due to 
their irreconcilable ideological positions and support bases. On 
the Mathura issue though the VHP tried to create a confrontation 
the BSP would not take a compromising pos1t1on and the RSS and 
BJP had to rein in the VHP's confrontationist posture. On the 
Periyar me la also opposed by the BJP, finally the Hindutva combine 
backed down and the mela was held in Lucknow itself. Kanshi 
Ram is now making it clear that he will not accept the diktats of 
the BJP and in the forthcoming elections he is keeping his options 
open. 

The BJP had planned·to win some new allies among the regional 
parties to bolster up its position. It knew very well that all talks of 
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winning a majonty on its own is unrealistic. It wanted to rope m, 
apart from the BSP, AGP in Assam, Jayalalitha in Tamllnadu, the 
Samata m B1har and similar forces. So far the BJP had not been 
successful in the plan. We have also adopted tactics suitable to 
thwart this plan of the BJP. 

The BJP wants to use its Hindutva platform for the commg 
elections. The VHP has been asked to go ahead with the Kash1 and 
Mathura issues and it has launched the ekatmata yatras all over 
the country from the end of September. The plan is to draw m 
lakhs of volunteers to propagate slogans against cow slaughter, 
building of the temple at Ayodhya, Kashi and Mathura and 
installation of a pro-Hindu Government at the Centre We should 
not underestimate the creation of communal atmosphere through 
such yatras. The RSS network was fully mobilised behind this 
affair. The so-called milk drmking by idols in temples showed 
how the VHP-RSS network operated to exploit the religious 
susceptibilities of the people. We should launch a counter campaign 
to expose the designs of the Hmdutva forces and put forward 
positively our slogans which can rally the people on their problems 

Gujarat Fiasco of BJP 

All the well laid plans of the BJP suffered a big blow with the 
revolt within the BJP legislature party in Gujarat which nearly 
toppled Its government. 53 out of 121 MLAs under the leadership 
of Shanker Smgh Vaghela formed a separate group and met the 
Governor to express their lack of confidence in Chief Minister 
Keshubha1 Patel. The rebel MLAs wanted Vaghela as the new Chief 
Minister. The rebel MLAs resisted all the blandishments of the 
BJP leadership. The BJP central leadership expelled Vaghela and 
declared that there would be no compromise. The BJP's pose as a 
disciplined and principled party suffered a beating when the rebel 
MLAs were physically assaulted; their homes attacked and when 
they enbloc were flown to Khajuraho. As October 7, the date set 
by the Governor for the test of confidence in the assembly 
approached, the BJP leadership finally capitulated. Vaghela was 
remstated and Keshubhai Patel was asked to step down. The 
selection of the new leader and the consequences will continue to 
plague the BJP. 
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The naked fight for power and posts, the caste groupmgs and 
the mvolvement of big busmess house like the Ambanis in the 
internal affairs of the party have exploded the myth about the BJP. 
It h.is seriously damaged the claims that the BJP is the only 
coherent national alternative to the Congress. The BJP's internal 
difficulties are already there in Madhya Pradesh and Delhi. In Uttar 
Pradesh also the differences over the support to the Mayawati 
Government is commg to a head. We must effectively use the 
Gujarat episode to expose the BJP's character and to erode its 
cred1b1l1ty. 

Elections 
The Congress(I) wants to hold elections later than all the other 

national political parties. It has a~ked the Election Commission 
not to hold elections m end February or beginning of March but 
later in Apnl. The Rao Government wants to present a budget 
before the elect10ns. The budget would be designed to give 
concessions to the people and with populist measures the 
Congeress(I) hopes to woo the people. Our Party alongwith the 
rest of the opposition should demand that the Election Commission 
not allow such misuse of the budget and hold elections by end 
February begmning of March which 1s the most suitable time. 

Forging of Third Alternative 

The efforts to forge the unity of the Left and secular opposition 
parties to present an effective third force against the Congress(I) 
and the BJP were continued in this period as per the direction 
given by the Central Committee. In Uttar Pradesh, Mulayam 
Singh's Pary 1s a major force and he has now expressed his 
w1llmgness to co-operate with the Left and other secular parties. 
If this works out, it will be a big step to fight the BJP m UP. The 
AGP in Assam is not gomg to ally with the BJP and is prepared to 
cooperate with the National Front and the Left. We are pressing 
that It must clearly demarcate on the issue of minorities. The CPI 
and others are already workmg with them. We have decided to go 
for united actions with the AGP on specific issues and not JOm the 
united front. At the time of elections, adjustments with them can 
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be made if they do not take any ant1-minonty pos1t1on In 
Karnataka, Bangarappa has announced his w1llmgness to JOtn the 
NF and this can strengthen the alliance to defeat the Congress and 
the BJP. 

Andhra Developments 
The spht in the Telugu Desam was a setback at a time when 

efforts were being made together all the secular forces to fight the 
Congress(!) and the BJP. The crisis had erupted m the TOP because 
of the conflict between NTR and his wife on the one hand and the 
other members of the family who are in the TDP leadership. The 
discontent amongst the MLAs stemtned from the autocratic style 
of NTR and the lack of any inner-party norms for funct1onmg 
The two son-in-laws Chandrababu Naidu and Venkateswara Rao 
joined hands to rally the overwhelming majority of the MLAs who 
were fed up with the situation. The reaction of NTR m the face of 
this revolt was to demand to the governor the d1ssoluuon of the 
assembly. This helped Chandrababu Naidu in rallying most of the 
MLAs. Important district leaders also joined the Naidu camp. 

Chandrababu Naidu was able to prove his majority with ease m 
the assembly. However, NTR was not reconciled to the loss of 
power. After the failure of the patch up efforts of the Janata Dai 
leaders, he is taking a position of total opposition to the present 
government. NTR still has substantial mass appeal, mainly among 
the rural poor. The split m the Telugu Desam has helped the 
Congress(!) which has a substantial base even though 1t did poorly 
in the assembly elections. 

When the TDP spht was underway, our state unit correctly 
opposed N .T. Rama Rao 's recommendation for dissolut10n of the 
assembly. Subsequently, they wanted to come out immediately m 
support of Naidu. The Party Centre approached the issue from the 
framework of the overall political line and emphasised that the 
unity of the TDP is essential to fight the Congress in Andhra 
Pradesh. It also pointed out that in taking any stand we have 10 

mvolve the Janata Dai and discuss with them to come to a common 
understanding so that the strugale to rally all the secular forces m 
the country is strengthened. La~er events show that we were able 
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to have a common approach with the Janata Dai. The State 
Committee after discussions with the Polit Bureau appreciated this · 
1,tand. It came out m support of Chandrababu Naidu only after the 
adamant stand of NTR foiled efforts for unity. 

In the Janata Dai too there are some differences such as the 
stand taken by Hegde in Karnataka arid on some other questions 
such as the stand to be taken m U.P. However, there are hopeful 
ind1cat1ons that these differences will be overcome. In Tamilnadu, 
the s1tuat10n 1s still fluid. The type of combmat10n of bourgeois 
parties depends on the attitude of the Congress central leadership. 
At present tt seems there will be four combinat1Cns. The entry of 
film star Rajanikant into politics will also affect the voting pattern. 
The recent v1stt of the Prime Minister to Madurai was meant to 
gear up the Congress Party. The image of Jayalalttha suffered 
another blow with the lavish expenditure on her foster son's 
weddmg. The Congress will increasingly manoeuvre because of 
the d1ssens10ns and differences in the secular bourgeois opposition 
camp. 

Whtie working for the widest unity of the Left and secular 
oppos1t1on forces to face the forthcoming elections, we should 
also be conscious that the governments run by the Janata 
Dai-National Front are pursuing policies which are inimical to the 
working people and no different from the Rao Government's 
policies. Already we have noted in the last Central Committee 
meeting the pnvatisat1on drive adopted by the TOP Government 
in Andhra; the Janata Dai Government also approved the Cogentrix 
deal which is harmful like the Enron project. Now the Deve Gowda 
Government has effected amendments to the land ceiling laws 
which completely dilute the ceiling provisions and will demoltsh 
any prospects for land reform implementation. On all such 
occasions our Party must firmly oppose such measures and 
mobilise the people. We must lead the struggles of those sections 
who are affected by such policy measures. 

In spite of all these problems, the struggle for a third alternative 
must be pursued. It 1s the only course open to save the country 
from the Congress(!) and the BJP and to prevent a shift to the 
right. 
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Left Parties: Success in Local Elections 

Our Party and the Left have registered signtf1caot success m 
local elect10n~ both in Tripura and Kerala. In the case ofTnpura, 
the.Autonomous Distnct Council elect10n~ were held mend of 
July. Out of 28 seats, polls were held for 24. The Left Front won 
23 out of the 24 and the TUJS could wm only one. The Left Front 
has polled 58 percent of the vote. These elect10ns were held mthe 
background of desperate effort~ by the Congress(I)-TUJS to 
postpone the polls with the help of the former Governor The 
extremist groups also intensified their attacks to try and disrupt 
the holding of elections. The spectacular victory of the Party and 
the Left Front 1s a tribute to our Party's deep roots among the 
tnbal people and our principled fight to defend the nghts of the 
tribal people while preserving tnbal non-tribal unity. 

Kerala 
In Kerala, national attent10n was focussed on the elect10n to the 

panchayats and the munic1palit1es. The UDF had expected to de 
well after taking a stand agamst the Supreme Court on the creamy 
layer issue and gettmg a resolution adopted in the state assembly 
to nullify it. Our Party had taken a pnncipled approach of defendmg 
the creamy layer concept while at the same time ensunng the 
reservations for OBCs are not diluted. The Party and the LDF 

t's mounted a strong campaign to expose the UDF Governmen 
misrule, corruption of its ministers and the communal gang up 
The results have been strong vindication of the party's policies 

Out of the 54 municipalities the LDF won in 31; the LDF won 10 

' k all the three corporations; the LDF won 100 out of the 152 bloc 
samitis and 560 of the 990 gram panchayats. In the Zilla Panchayats 
(district councils) out of the 14 districts, the LDF won JO 
This victory at all levels is a stroncr rebuff to the UDF and the 

0 

A.K. Antony Government. 
The Left's victory in these two states show the conttnuing 

popular support for the policies and positions of the Left This 
s'hould be utilised properly to :;trengthen Left unity and to rally all 
the Left and democratic forces. 
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Problems of Left Unity 

Our Party Congress has emphasised that to build third alternative 
strengthening left unity 1s essential. We have been working m this 
direction organising mass struggles against economic policies and 
agamst communahsm. At the call of the National Platform of Mass 
organisations on 15th September joint mobilisation took place in 
vanous parts of the country. The CPI held its Congress recently in 
Delht. The polttical line adopted at the Congress has substantial 
common ground for united activities to develop between the two 
parties. But some differences are also there. The conception of 
Left unity in the polttical resolution includes those parties and 
groups like the CPI(M) and the SUCI. These parties consider the 
CPl(M) as an enemy to be fought pohttcally. Further, as the 
speeches made m the Congress by their leaders go to show, their 
I me of no truck with bourgeois oppos1t1on parties goes against the 
efforts to rally these forces to en-;ure the defeat of the Congress 
and the BJP. This will only disrupt Left unity and not strengthen 
1t. Further, the CPI has advocated the formulation of a common 
mintmum programme with the secular bourgeois p<lrt1es 1m.tead 
of proJectmg a left and democratic programme. Such a minimum 
programme should not be conceived of in a hurry. To gather all 
the secular forces for wider umty, It would be better to support the 
efforts of the progressive intellectuals who have formulated a 
mm1mum programme. This proposal must be publtshed and all 
parties can react to it. This will pave the way for a common appeal 
to the electorate. 

In spite of these difficulties we have to carry forward the united 
activities of left parties and for that build mass actions against the 
economic policies and agamst communal, separatist forces and 
agam~t corruption. It is through mass actions and the joint 
cooperatton of these parties that unity of the Left can be 
strengthened. In our approach to the CPI, we, must bear in mind 
the widespread urge for unity among the well wishers of the Left. 
We should take imtiative to discuss the vanous problems including 
election tactics in various states. Strengthenmg of the Left alone 
can help rallymg of other secular parties for the third alternative. 
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Solidarity With Cuba 
In this period, our Party has launched a big sohdanty movement 

with Cuba where trad~ umons, kisan sabha and other mass 
organisations are mvolved. We succeeded in collecting about four 
million rupees and sending 300 tonnes of detergents to Cuba. Our 
West Bengal committee hosted the conference of the As1a-Pac1f1c 
region in solidarity with Cuba from September 22 to 24. 163 
delegates from 12 countries representmg 102 organ1sat1ons 
attended the conference. The conference adopted a Declaration m 
solidarity with Cuba and a call was given to observe November 
27 as Asia Pacific Solidarity Day against the blockade of Cuba 
This conference will be a landmark in our solidanty movement 
with cuba. 

Conclusion 
With the general elections fast approaching our mam efforts 

should be concentrated on ensuring the success of our pohttcal 
line in rallying all the secular oppostt1on forces to combine with 
the Left to defeat Congress and BJP. Along with the parltament 
elections, assembly elections will be held in West Bengal and 
Kerala, our two strong bases. The success in these two states has a 
direct bearing on the advance of the Left movement. Other 
important state elections are there in Tam1lnadu, Uttar Pradesh 
and Assam. 

We should in the coming months make vigorous efforts to take 
up people's problems and launch mass movements. The 
independent activities of the Party and the united struggles of the 
mass organisations must be stepped up. 

The Party should launch campaigns and movements talong up 
the following immediate demands: 

1. Strengthen public distnbution system to supply 14 essential 
commodities; · 
Reduce the prices of food grains supplied through the fair 
price shops by 50 per cent. h 

2. Release food stocks for food for work programmes m t e 
rural areas. 

3. Stop disinvestment and closure of pubhc sector units. 
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4. Distribute surplus land above the ceiling and cultivable 
waste lands to the landless. Adopt central legislatton for 
agricultural workers; launch struggles for better wages for 
agricultural workers. 

5. Stop privatisation and commercialisation of education. 
6. Allocate more resources to the public health system. 
7. Equal wages for women and legislation for protection of 

home based workers. 
8. Provide full rehef and rehab1htat1on for flood affected states. 
9. Arrest Chandraswami and prosecute him. Book all 

off enders in the Hawala ca!>e. 
All Party units should mob1hse the people for mass struggles 

on these demands from the beginning of December. All efforts 
must be made to involve the Left parties in these movements. 

The fight against price rise, unemployment, onslaughts on rights 
of working class, demands of the peasantry and agricultural 
workers, rights of women, students struggle for education-all 
must be taken up at different levels. Alongside we have to be 
vigilant to combat any move to instigate communal tensions by 
the BJP-VHP-RSS combine. We must take the corruption scandals 
in a big way to the people to expose the Rao Government and the 
Congress(!). We must strengthen ties with the Left parties and 
carry forward the task of bmlding the widest unity to counter and 
defeat the Congress and the BJP. 



[ill] 
Surjeet Greets AKEL 18th Congress* 

The following measure of solidarity and greetings was sent to the 
18th Congress of the AKEL by HarkiJhan Singh Sur1eet, General 
Secretary of the CPl(M), and read out on his behalf: 

Your Congress is taking place at a very complex momemt of 
human history. The dismantling of socialism in the former Soviet 
Union and Eastern Europe has temporarily shifted the balance of 
international forces in favour of imperialism. The impenahst 
vision of a "new world order" is unfolding itself in newer fonns 
of oppression over the third world, particularly in the econom1c 

sphere. 
Progressive and peace-loving people all over the world, havmg 

come to the realisation that the so-called end of the cold war did 
not make the world any better place to live in, are reforging the 
struggles against all forms of exploitation. The working class 
parties, the world over, meeting the offensive of an impenali~t 
inspired ideological attack have begun to regroup themselves m 
leading the struggles of the working people. 

In this crucial moment, we are sure that the dehberations of 
your Congress will contribute to further strengthening the 
international bonds of solidarity between the progressive and 
working people across the globe. 

Comrades, . 

Your Congress is also being held at a time when the Cypros 
problem has remained unsolved for the last twenty-one years· 

. *Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Dellu, December 3. t99S 'AKEi.; 
ts 'Progressive Party ofWorlang People', Cyprus. 



Surjeet Greets AKEL l 8th Congress 631 

The partition of the island nation due to Turkish occupation 
continues. 

We are confident that the deliberations of your Congress will 
define the tasks before the AKEL in leading the Cypriot patriots 
for a JUSt solution to the Cyprus problem. We are also confident 
that these deliberations will further strengthen the links with the 
working people of Cyprus. 

We, m the CPl(M), are in the midst of a bitter struggle in the 
very complex domestic situation. At one level, defending the 
revolutionary tenets of Marxism-Leninism, we are adapting it to 
the concrete Indian conditions to advance the peoples' struggles. 
At an another level, we are seeking to unite the largest sections of 
the working people in the growmg struggles against the neo
liberal economic policies that are 1mposmg greater burdens on 
Indian people. At yet another level, we are working for the 
broadest unity of patriotic Indians in defence of the country's 
unity and integrity challenged by both imperialist inspired 
secessionist forces and internal forces of right reaction. It is on 
the basis of these struggles that the CPl(M) is seeking to 
strengthen its links with the toiling people of India. It is on the 
basis of such struggles that the CPl(M)-led Left Front has 
continued to wm sucessive elections in the state of West Bengal 
to control the State Government for the last eighteen years. Last 
year, in another state of India, Tnpura, the people had over
whelmmgly voted for the CPl(M) to form the government. 
We can assure you, comrades, that we, in the CPI(M), to the 
best of our capacities, will make our modest contribution to 
the international solidarity in these complex circumstances 
confronting all of us. 

Comrades, 

On this historic occasion, on behalf of over seven hundred 
thousand members of the Party and over forty million members 
of mass organisations led by the CPl(M), I once again convey 
greetings to all the delegates assembled here and through them to 
all members to the AKEL. We are convinced that the bonds of 
solidarity between the AKEL and the CPI(M) will continue to 
strengthen further. 

Long Live the solidarity and friendship between the people of 
Cyprus and India! 



On Supreme Court Judgement 
on Manohar Joshi* 

Statement Dated December 12, 1995 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The judgement of the three-member Supreme Court bench settmg 
aside the Bombay High Court verdict against the Maharashtra Chief 
Minister, Manohar Joshi, raises many questions. The judgement 
has exonerated Manohar Joshi of corrupt electoral practices as per 
the Representation of Peoples Act. This despite the fact that Josht 
had declared in an election speech that "The first Hindu state will 
be established in Maharashtra". This according to the Court "1s 
not an appeal for votes on the ground of his religion but the 
expression, at best, of such a hope". The constitution bench of the 
Supreme Court had ruled in 1994 in the case of article 356 that 
secularism is a basic feature of the constitution and any appeal to 
set up a theocratic state is an anti-secular activity and therefore 
unconstitutional. Surely, the claim to form a "Hindu state" m 
Maharashtra falls under this category. 

The Supreme Court bench has also opined that appeals based on 
Hindutva and Hinduism do not constitute an appeal to religion or 
against any other religious group. The whole approach is a narrow 
one which does not consider the specific context in which the 
Hindutva platform is used to incite feelings against the mmonues 
and to advocate a Hindu state. It is this approach whi9h has led to 
the quashing of the Bombay High Court's adverse verdict on the 
speeches of Ritambhara. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) considers the Supreme Court 
judgement, in its totality, an ambiguous one on the question of the 
use of religion for electoral purposes, even though the bench ~as 
decried the misuse of religion during elections. It will provide 

*Published in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY'', New Delhi, December 17• 1995 
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encouragement for the use of religion for political ends. It, therefore, 
becomes necec;sary, to review the provisions of the RP Act in this 
connection to ensure that no legal ambiguity exists in defining and 
prohibiting the use of religion for electoral purposes. 



Motivated Move to Malign CPl(M)* 

Statement Dated December 19, 1995 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau to Press 

[@ 

It is unfortunate that certain Bengali newspapers who specialise 
in CPI(M)-baiting have put out a completeiy distorted version of 
Benoy Chaudhury's speech at Burdwans and subsequently reported 
in the national newspapers also. The sharp attack on the Central 
Government's corruption by Benoy Chaudhury in the context of 
the spate of corruption scandals has been made out to be an attack 
on the Left Front Government of West Bengal. 

To attribute such remarks to Benoy Chaudhury, a member of 
Polit Bureau and a senior minister in the State Government, is 
patently ridiculous. This is nothing, but a motivated effort to malign 
the CPI(M) in West Bengal. As the elections draw near, more such 
disinformation efforts can be expected in the coming days. 

*Published tn "PEOPLE DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, December 24. 1995 



CPl(M) Greets Communist Party 
of Russian Federation* 

Message Dated December 19, 1995 Sent by 
Harkishan Singh Surjeet, General Secretary 
of CPl(M) to Gennady Zhuganov, President of 
The Communist Party of Russian Federation 

On behalf of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of 
India (Marxist), I convey our heartiest congratulations at the big 
victory scored by the Communist Party of the Russian Federation 
in the recent elections to the Russian Duma. 

This victory clearly demonstrates the strong links forged by your 
Party with the people of Russia. The process of restoration of 
capitalism has imposed immense hardships on the Russian people 
and your victory signifies that the problems of Socialism can never 
be solved by capitahst prescnpt1ons. 

Please accept our congratulations once more. Wishing you 
greater successes in the future. 

*Pubhshed m "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, December24, 1995. 



. m 
CPl(M) Condoles Haryana Victims* 

Statement Dated December 24, 1995 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) expressed its deep shock and grief 
over the terrible tragedy at Dabwali town in Haryana. Hundreds 
of people, mostly children, have died in the gruesome accident at 
a school function. 

The whole country shares their sorrow. Every effort .should be 
made to save the lives of the large number of those injured who 
are undergoing treatment in the hospitals. The Polit Bureau conveys 
its deep sympathy and heartfelt condolence to all the families who 
have been stricken by this tragedy. 

*Published in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, December 3l, 1995· 



Centre Must Intervene in 
Kaveri Dispute* 

Statement Dated December 28, 1995 
Issued by The Polit Bureau to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) expresses grave concern at the 
contmued dispute over the sharing of the Kaveri waters between 
Kamataka and Tamil Nadu. 

The situation has a lot of potential to tum volatile given the past 
track record of emotions that can be raised on this issue. The Polit 
Bureau therefore calls upon the Government of India to 
immediately intervene and press for discussions between the two 
State Governments and arrive at a negotiated settlement. The Poht 
Bureau urges both the governments and the people of Tamil Nadu 
and Kamataka to exercise maximum restramt and work towards a 
negotiated solution. 

*Pubhshed m "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, January 7, 1996. 



CPl(M) Urges Restraint on 
Kaveri Issue* 

Statement Dated January 2, 1996 
Issued by The Polit Bureau to Press 

On the question of sharing of the Kaveri river waters, at the 
direct10n of the Supreme Court, the Prime Minister, after 
consultations with the concerned Chief Mmisters, has· announced 
certain proposals. These include the release of 6 TMCft of water 
by Karnataka, a three member expert committee to assess the crop 
and water situation in the Kaveri basin. These, however, cannot 
be construed as a final solution. For this purpose, the Pnme Mm1ster 
has announced the convening of a meeting of the Water Resources 
Council, comprising all the concerned Chief Mimsters. 

It is unfortunate that the Congress(!) and BJP are explo1tmg 
people's emotions in these two states, seeking to derive some 
political mileage by pitting one state against the other. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) appeals to all political parties 
to refrain from such rousing of emotions and passions on this 
sensitive issue till the final solution to the sharing of the waters is 
arrived at through a consensus. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) calls upon the people of both 
Tamil Nadu and Karnataka to exercise restraint. 

*Published m "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY" New Delht, January 7, 1996 

Refer earlier statement of CPI(M) on Kaven l;sue under Item No.163 of thts 
volume. 



CPI(M) Demands: Cancel 
Enron Deal* 

Statement Dated January 9, 1996 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau to Press 

The Shiv Sena-BJP Government of Maharashtra has betrayed the 
interests of the country and the people of the state by um laterally 
announcing the revival of the Enron power project. What is sought 
to be projected as a successful effort in cutting down costs in the 
renegotiated project is actually nothing but a surrender to the 
multinational corporation. 

First of all, the Shiv Sena-BJP Government has approved not 
only Phase I of the project but also Phase II which is the bigger 
project. The Sharad Pa war Government had only finalised Phase I. 
In effect, the Maharashtra Government has handed out another mega 
project to the Enron without competitive bidding. 

The claims of reducing costs are deceptive. The fuel used in 
both phases will be imported naftha and liquid natural gas. This 
will be a contmuous drain on foreign exchange. It is calculated 
that on this combined project a total outflow on account of fuel 
alone will be of the order of Rs. 50,000 crore over the next 15 
years. More senous, the mmimal reduction in costs of Rs.1,000 
crore has been done at the expense of offering Enron big 
concessions. 

There will be 90 per cent offtake by the State Electricity Board 
{obligatory utilisation of power generated) for not only the first 
stage but also for the st>,cond stage as well. This will mean that the 
Maharashtra State Electricity Board will have to bear the cost of 
taking the Enron power, which will be more expensive, at the cost 
of cuttmg down its own generation. 

The cabinet decision to fix the tariff rate at Rs.1.86 per unit is 
also dubious. The actual rate will be to the order of Rs. 2.35 per 

*Pubhshed m "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY'', New Delhi, January 14, 1996. 
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unit and this is being achieved by agreeing to buy more power 
from Enron. 

The whole procedure of re-negotiation has itself been highly 
objectionable with no fresh bidding and secretive talks being held 
with Enron. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) finds the terms approved by the 
Maharashtra Government completely unacceptable. The BJP which 
has been hypocritically talking of "swadeshi" has exposed itself 
thoroughly by this drama of cancellation and then capitulation to 
the U.S. multi-national. The CPI(M) calls upon all patriotic sect10ns 
of the people to demand that the Enron be not entrusted with the 
Dabhol project and fresh tenders be called for on a competitive 
basis. All political forces and mass organisations interested m the 
defence of economic sovereignty must continue the struggle to 
cancel this harmful agreement. 



CPl(M): Prosecute Hawala 
Culprits* 

Statement Dated January 17, 1996 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau While in Session in Madras 

After a long delay the CBI has filed chargesheets against ten top 
political personalities in the hawala case. This too has taken place 
after the continuous directive and monitoring from the Supreme 
Court which is bearing a public interest htigation case in the matter. 
If it had not been for the Court's intervention, the Government 
would not have taken any action. The CPI(M) has been from the 
outset demanding a full probe and prosecution of the guilty. 

The fihng of the chargesheet against BJP President, L.K.. Advani, 
on the basis of primafac1e evidence, exposes th·e fact that the BJP 
leadership is also entangled in shady deals. It explodes their 
sanctimonious talks of bemg "a party with a difference". 

The three union ministers agamst whom permission is sought 
for prosecution must immediately resign. The CBI must further 
investigate all the persons still suspected of involvement in the 
hawala transactions and no one should be spared from the law taking 
its course. 

The entire episode reveals the culpability of the Prime M mister 
and the Central Government. Their efforts have been directed at 
hush mg up cases of high-level corruption. No action has been taken 
in the Chandraswami affair so far. The Rao Government did its 
best to cover up the securities scam and the recent telecom scandal. 
Hence, the Pnme Minister is presiding over a set up riddled with 
corruption and he cannot escape the responsibility for the present 
sordid state of affairs. 

*Published m .. PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, January 21, 1996. 



CPl(M) Condemns Maharashtra 
Government Move* 

Statement Dated January 24, 1996 Issued 
by The Polit Bureau to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) strongly condemns the dec1s1on 
of the Shiv Sena-BJP Government in Maharashtra to wmd up the 
Sri Krishna Commission investigating into the communal nots after 
the demolition of the Babri Masj1d. The riots which occurred m 
Bombay then were of a horrific nature. The commission had already 
done substantial work in collecting evidences and makmg enqumes 
The Shiv Sena-BJP, which played a key role m instigating the nots 
and launching the anti Mushm pogroms, are now womed about 
the truth coming out. The decision to wind up the comm1sswn isa 
crude and brazen effort to hush up the role of the gmlty persons 
The State Government has taken this openly anti-democratic step 
which will further heighten the insecurity among the mmonues 
especially as this follows the earlier decision to wmd up the State 
Minorities Commission. 

The Polit Bureau demands that the State Government 
immediately rescind its decision and the commission should be 
allowed to complete its work and submit its report. 

*Published m "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delh1. January 2S. 
1996 



Central Committee Communique* 

Issued Following Its Session in Madras on 
January 18-20, 1996 After Discussing 
The Present National Political Situation 

Resist Imperialist Pressures 
The Central Committee of the CPl(M) strongly opposed the 
pressures being mounted by the USA on matters concerning India's 
~ecunty. The United States is continuously pressurising India to 
accept the nuclear non-proliferation regime which 1s d1scrimmatory. 
The proposal for the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) will 
also be d1scnminatory to the non-nuclear states unless the nuclear 
powers agree to time-bound programme for the complete 
eltminat1on of all nuclear weapons. Given the economic pohc1es 
of the Rao Government which are making India more and more 
dependent on imperialist finances, the security interests of India 
are not firmly defended by the Congress(!) Government. The U.S. 
is still trying to coerce India not to deploy the Prithvi missiles or 
continue with testing of the Agni missile programme. The Rao 
Government also does not raise the question of the U.S. military 
base in Diego Garcia which stocks nuclear weapons and which 
directly impinges on India's security. The Central Committee calls 
upon the Rao Government not to succumb to the pressures 
exercised by the USA and the western powers. The CPl(M) 
demands the immediate annulment of the Indo-U.S. mihtary pact. 
The people of India will not tolerate any infringement of the 
country's sovereign decision-making powers in this matter. 

Purulia Arms-Drop 
The serious lapse in security witnessed by the air-dropping of 

sophisticated arms in Purulia by a foreign plane shows the dangers 
inherent in the present set-up. That a place could land in a number 

*Published m "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delht, January 28, 1996. 
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of Indian Airports and drop arms at a pre-planned site and then 
return from India without detection, highlights the bunglmg by 
the authorities. Despite the strenuous efforts of the Anand Marg 
to deflect attention from its activities, the CBI probe mustcontmue 
vigorously to track down all the culprits responsible for this senous 
incident. Alongwith this, the recovery of a large amount of RDX 
explosives in Pun3ab and the suspicious activities of a French vessel 
off the coast of Cochin show a disturbing pattern of illegal arms 
flow and subversive activities sponsored from abroad. 

Deteriorating Economic Situation 
The Central Committee noted that the economy has run mto 

serious trouble with the depreciating value of the rupee, the nsmg 
revenue and fiscal deficits, the burgeoning external debt, severe 

price-rise and increasing unemployment. 
The external debt according to the latest figures of the finance 

ministry has reached 99 .04 billion dollars by the end of 1995 which 
keeps India as the third largest debtor country in the world The 
rupee value has depreciated and is still over Rs.35 per dollar. While 
the Government boasts of controlling inflation, the consumer pnce 
index tell a different story. The rupee is today worth only 68 paisa 
relative to its value in 1990-91 for urban industrial workers and 
only 64 paisa for agricultural workers as per the official indexes 

which in themselves do not depict the true situation. 
The net per capita availability of foodgrains has actually de~Jmed 

since the new economic policies. A major reason for this IS the 
collapse of the public distribution system while 30 m11lion tonnes 
of foodgrains have accumulated in the godowns. Unemployrnen~ , 
both rural and urban, blights the future of millions of young people 
In contrast, to the plight of the ordinary people the profits of big 
business houses are soaring. Compames like ITC, Reliance a; 
Hindustan Lever had gross profits which had increased from 

2 

to 300 per cent in 1994. The fiasco of disinvestment of PSU share~ 
has become evident to all. The sale of these shares is a lo~t 0 

public assets as they are being sold at scandalously tow pncesf 
The Central Committee reiterated its demand that the tendenngo 

basic telecom services be stopped forthwith. 
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The Central Committee noted that various strikes and mass 
actions have taken place against these economic policies. The 
Central Committee congratulated the working class of Bombay 
for conductmg a one day stnke against the pension scheme, the 
jute workers of West Bengal for their successful strike struggle 
for better wages and the fishermen all over the country for their 
January 18 stnke against the entry of foreign companies in fishing. 
The Central Committee also supported the call of the CITU and 
other unions for a countrywide united strike action against the 
pension scheme announced by the Government is a fraud on the 
workers. 

Political Situation 
The Central Committee reviewed the political situation with 

regard to the forthcoming elections. As far as the Congress(!) is 
concerned, the centre's harmful policies and its compromise with 
communal forces have shrunk its mass base and it is in a precarious 
pos1t10n. The hawala scandal, pursued by the Supreme Court, and 
the filing of the chargesheets by the CBI agamst three Union 
Mmisters has exposed the rot in the Rao Government. The 
liberalisation policy with its incentives for public loot and 
corruption, the callousness to the people's living conditions, the 
failure to deal with the problems of national unity like Kashmir 
and the nexus with criminalised corrupt elements of society has 
put the Congress(I) in the dock as far as the people are concerned. 

The BJP, which was claiming to be the national alternative to 
the Congress(!), also stands thoroughly exposed. Its communal 
appeal based on Hindutva and its alliance with the rabid Shiv Sena 
is well known. Now its President, L.K. Advani is in the company 
of the Congress(!) leaders in the hawala case. Its Ch1ef Minister in 
Delhi is listed as one of the recipients of the illegal money. The 
BJP's pretensions to be a "principled" party was exploded with 
the Waghela affair in Gujarat. Its open advocacy of big business 
and liberalisation has been confirmed by its volte face on the Enron 
affair. It has, alongwith the Shiv Sena, struck a deal with the U.S. 
multinational giving it not just one project (Phase I) but an even 
bigger combined project with Phase II. The sell out on Enron shows 
the hypocrisy of the BJP's swadeshi slogan. The RSS outfits like 
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the VHP have begun their poisonous communal campaign to help 
the BJP with communal polarisation. 

Defeat Congress(!) & BJP 
The Central Committee reiterated its resolve to ensure the defeat 

of both the Congress(!) and the BJP in the forthcoming Lok Sabha 
and Assembly elections. The CPl(M) is striving to forge a thml 
alternative which will comprise the Left, democratic and secular 
opposition forces in the country. This is the common urge of the 
people. Forging of the third alternative is a process which has to 
overcome certain difficulties. These are being resolved and progress 
has been made in rallying all the forces to fight the Congress(D 
and the BJP. 

In Uttar Pradesh, the fight in defence of seculansm has been 
strengthened by the decis10n of the J anata Dai and Mulayam 
Singh's Samajwadi Party to go together in the elections. In Assam, 
the CPI(M) and CPI will be having an understanding with the AGP 
to defeat the Congress. In Andhra Pradesh, the Congress can be 
defeated if the Telugu Desam stands together in the elections In 
Tamil Nadu, the CPI(M) will work to defeat the AIADMK 
Government and the Congress(!) by having an understanding with 
the MDMK and other secular and democratic forces. 

Strengthen Left Unity 
In the forthcoming electoral battle it is important that the Left 

unitedly intervene. The Left parties have been consistent fighters 
against the new economic policies and the communal forces. The 
CPl(M) Central Committee stressed the need for unity of the Left 
parties with regard to the coming elections both for an effective 
campaign and for adjustment of seats. t 

The Central Committee called upon all party units and ~orkers 
to gear up fully for the coming elections. These elections will have 
a crucial bearing on the future course the country will take and for 
the further advance of the Left, democratic and secular forces .. All 
party units must make the requisite organisational preparauons 
for participating in the elections so that the Congress (I) and the 
BJP are defeated and the third force comprising the democratic 

' the and secular forces allied with the Left, are able to become 
effective alternative. 



CPI(M) Congratulates Fishermen 
for Strike* 

Statement Dated January 19, 1996 Issued by 
The Central Committee While in Ses~ion in 
Madras 

The Central Committee of the CPl(M) congratulates the lakhs of 
fishermen who observed a countrywide strike on January 18, against 
the entry of multinational and foreign vessels for fishing in Indian 
waters. Under the liberalisation policy, foreign companies are being 
allowed to tap the marine resources. This is leading to diminishing 
catches and destruction of the manne resources in the coastal waters 
of our country and loss of foreign exchange. It is threatening the 
livelihood of mtlhons of people of the fish mg community. 

The Central Committee demands that the Central Government 
reverse this policy and stop the issuance of licences for foreign 
vessels. 

*Published m "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, January 28, 1996. 



On Jammu & Kashmir And 
Tripura Situations* 

Statement Dated January 18, 1996 Issued by 
The Central Committee of The CPl(M) While 
in Session in Madras on January 18-20, 1996 

(i) On Kashmir Situation 
The Central Committee of the CPl(M) expresses its deep concern 
at the situation in Jammu & Kashmir. The CPI(M) has been 
constantly stressing the need for a political package to fac1htate 
holding of elections. The people are faced with growing hardships 
They are fed up with the depredations of the extremist forces and 
at the same time they are unable to get their grievances redressed 
by the administration. 

The abortive effort by the Central Government to hold elections 
in December 1995, underlines the necessity for a common 
agreement by all the national and secular parties to fonnulate a 
political package. The basis for such a package should be the 
provision of maximum autonomy while assuring the Kashmtn 
people of their identity within the framework of the Indian Umon 

It seems the Central Government is once again considenng the 
holding of elections in March. It is necessary that the widest pohucal 
forces be mobilised, to make the political process meaningful. The 
Central Committee, therefore, calls upon the Prime Minister to 
convene an all-parties meeting to discuss the matter, Through such 
consultations the political package should be finafow<l wh;rl- ~4'.r 
can prepare the ground for holding of election" 

(ii) Tripura: Send Adequate ParamiJitary Forces 
The Central Committee discussed the situation in Tripura with 

regard to the intensification of the attacks launched by the extremist 
groups. These armed extremist groups are sheltering across the 
border and have been perpetrating violent attacks against the 

*Published m "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, January 28, !996 
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non-tribal people in order to provoke ethnic tensions and clashes. 
The CPl(M) and the Left Front Government have been in the 
forefront to fight back all provocations and to maintain tribal-non
tribal unity. This is in contrast to the picture of ethnic conflicts and 
separatism rampant in the north-eastern region. 

The Left Front Government has been requesting the Centre to 
deploy adequate paramilitary forces to check the activities of the 
armed extremist groups and for effective patrolling of the border. 
Unfortunately, the Central Government has refused to respond to 
th':' State Government's requests. In fact, the total strength of the 
paramilitary forces deployed m the state at present is half that of 
the earlier strength in 1993 when the Left Front assumed office. 
This stand of the Centre is discriminatory. By its non-cooperation 
with the State Government the Congress (I) Government at the 
Centre is endangering the umty among the different communities 
which is harmful for national unity and the north-east region as a 
whole. 

The Central Committee demands of the Central Government that 
it immediately accede to the request of the State Government and 
deploy additional paramilitary forces like the CRPF and the Assam 
Rifles in the State. 



Report On Political Developments* 
[ill 

Adopted by The Central Committee of The CPI(M) 
in Its Session in Madras on January 18-20, 1996 

INTERNATIONAL 

Since the October 1995 Central Committee meeting, many 
developments have taken place in the world, of which the most 
significant must be noted and analysed: 

French Working Class Strike 
An important event has been the three-week-long stnke by the 

French working class which virtually paralysed the 4th largest 
economy in the world. The workers were protesting against the 
20 billion franc cut in the prevalent social welfare schemes such 
as pension, education and health announced by the government 
As world capitalism is unable to recover from its recession at rates 
desired by them such attacks on the rights of the working class 
which were extracted after generations of struggles are betng 
mounted. Such attacks are taking place at a time when high 
unemployment rates prevail in all European countries. There 15 a 
12 percent rate of unemployment in France while it averages 
10 percent in Europe. In a situtation where capitalist countnes 
no longer find themselves under compulsion to meet the sociahsl 
challenge, following the collapse of the USSR, the first casualty 
has been the entire edifice of social security erected after the second 
world war under the concept of "welfare economics". B~t as 

· · · nstng anticipated by us, the working class in various countnes are 
in protest against these measures and the struggles to defend the 

· · · t d with existmg nghts from the capitalist attacks which are moun e 
a vengeance, are growing. 

*Published as a booklet in February 1996. 
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The entire conflict over the U.S. budget that virtually led to the 
paralysis of the U.S. Federal Government on two occasions during 
this period is also a reflection of this. Tens of thousands of federal 
employees had to be laid off due to the deadlock. The Republican 
controlled Congress and the Democrat President are both agreed 
on cuts in social expenditure but the differences have basically 
been on the content and the size of the cuts. Clinton is opposing 
cuts in the medical welfare system keeping in view the impending 
presidential elections later this year. 

Elections in Russia and Poland 
The success of the Communist Party of the Russian Federation 

m the parliament elections is of great significance in the background 
of the growing resistance to the naked drive for imposing capitalism 
m the former socialist countries. It is also noteworthy in the 
background of the vicious offensive against Socialism after the 
dismantling of the Soviet Union. The Communist Party has 
emerged as the single largest party and nearly doubled its vote 
from the last parliament elections. With its allies, it has come close 
to getting a majority in the complicated system of elections in 
Russia. The forces advocating imposition of capitalism and 
western-sponsored reforms have suffered serious reverses. The 
parliament has very limited powers and the next stage of the 
struggle will now focus on the presidential elections to be held in 
June. 

Earlier in Poland, the presidential elections in Poland saw the 
defeat of Lech Walesa and the victory of the former Communist 
candidate on a social democratic platform. This confirms the 
general trend in the region of people rejecting the policies of 
returning to unbridled capitalism which within a span of just three 
years has pushed millions of people in the East European countries 
into poverty. The defeat of Lech Walesa has dramatically illustrated 
the change in the popular mood in East Europe. 

Both these developments tend to strengthen the popular 
resistance against the return of unbridled capitalism in these 
countnes and to that extent it has a positive impact on world 
developments. 
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Castro's Visit to China & Vietnam 
The first ever visit to China by Fidel Castro is sigmficant as 1t15 

an important step in the strengthening of relations between the 
two socialist countries. Alongw1th the visit to Vietnam which shares 
close bonds with Cuba, the high-level exchanges should help 
increase cooperation between the socialist countries. 

International opinion is further crystallising against the U.S 
embargo on Cuba. In the last General Assembly session of the 
United Nations, 117 countries voted for the resolution callmgfor 
end to the embargo on Cuba (4th consecutive year - increasmg 
majority). The United States is more and more isolated on thIS 
issue before world public opinion. 

Agreement on Bosnia 
As noted in the last CC meeting, the framework of an agreement 

had been worked out under U.S. auspices. This agreement was 
finally signed in the USA by the Presidents of Yugoslavia, Croatia 
and Bosnia. The plan envisages a Croat-Muslim Federation 
covering 51 percent of the territory in Bosnia and a Serb Repubhc 
having 49 percent. Bosnia will have a Central Government with 
Sarajevo as the capital in a type of confederation. 

This agreement and the end of hostilities, if it holds, will help 
end the sufferings of the people of all communities. This could be 
a positive development. However, the U.S. is trying to estabhsh 
its hegemony in the Balkans through the U.S. led NATO force 
being entrusted with the task of enforcing the agreement. The U.S 
is sending twenty thousand troops to Bosnia. This is an ominous 
development. 

Assassination of Israeli Prime Minister 
The assassination of Israeli Prime Minister, Yitzhak Rabin. by 

a Zionist extremist reflects the depth of hostility amongst the 
reactionary Jewish forces to the peace agreement. On the other 
side, the fundamentalist group Hamas is seeking to grow by 
exploiting the sentiments of the Palestinians on the unsatisfactory 
terms of the agreement. All the western powers seem united ~o 
~arry forward the agreement despite this assassination since this 
is the best deal they have got in the region. 
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Turkey 
The parliament elections held in Turkey have resulted in the 

emergence of the Islamic Welfare Party as the single largest party 
gettmg J 58 out of 550 seats. This has resulted in the Welfare Party 
entitled to stake its claim to form the government. The emergence 
of the Islamic Welfare Party is a disturbing phenomenon in a 
country like Turkey which underwent the first secular revolution 
under Kamel Aturtuk. It md1cates how the Islamic fundamentalist 
forces are growing in the region. 

NAM 
The 11 th Non-Aligned summit was held at Cartegena in 

Colombia in October 1995. An effort was made in this conference 
to as~ert the continumg relevance of NAM. Most of the issues 
confrontmg the third world countries and the i~sues of increasing 
North-South divide came up for discussion in the summit. 
Quest10ns of disarmament, democratisation of the U.N., reducing 
the debt burden. unrestricted flow of technology and trade without 
protectionism-all these found mention in the fmal declaration. 
However, the NAM is still to reorient 1t~elf to provide a counter
vailmg force to the 1mpenahst efforts for a new world order. The 
vacillations were also evident in the fact that there was no reference 
to the need for d1smantlmg the foreign military b<™!s and the serious 
consideration to the proposal to give Japan an observer status in 
the NAM. The objective conditions with the growing exploitation 
of the third world countries and the increa~mg gap between the 
rich and the poor nations should create the ba~1s for revitdh'>mg 
the forum of NAM. 

Neighbours 
Sri Lanka : The capture of Jaff na by the army 1s a big defedt for 

the LTTE. The LTIE is now concentrating tt!. act1v1t1es in the 
eastern province in the mam land. The Sri Lankan Government 
has offered resumption of talks on cond1t1on that LTTE ends 
hostilities and creates a token surrender of arms and accepts a 
timeframe for negotiated settlement. The LTTE has re1ected this 
offer and has stated that talks cannot be resumed as long as the 
Sri Lankan troops "occupy" Jaff na. 
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The sufferings of the civilian populat10n who have been forced 
to leave Jaffna need to be redressed immediately with adequate 
relief and rehabilitation measures. Our Party has called for the 
immediate resumption of talks by both sides, endmg hos11ht1es 
with the political package announced by the Chandnka 
Government as the basis for a negotiated settlement so that the 
Tamil people get genuine autonomy and protection of then 
identity within the framework of united Sri Lanka. 

In this context, the imperialist attempts to intervene must be 
guarded against as well as the attempts to internationaltse the issue 
which can only help facilitate 1mpenalist machinations m the 
region. 

Pakistan: In Pakistan, the internecine conflict in Karachi 
continues, the talks between the government and the MQM having 
failed to yield results. The Mohajirs even after nearly five decades 
after the formation of Pakistan find them!>el ves alienated and bemg 
treated as a refugee community. Both the major ruling class parties, 
Bhutto's PPP and Nawaz Sharif's Muslim League are competing 
amongst themselves on an anti-India platform. This is harmful as 
it only facilitates the American designs in South Asia. 

Afghanistan: The Bhutto Government's open backing to the 
Taliban have led to both the Rabbani and the Iranian Government 
condemning it for its interference in the internal affairs of 
Afghanistan. The Pakistan efforts to intervene in Afghamstan 
through the Taliban forces has the tacit support of the U.S The 
Clinton administration is interested in penetrating Central Asta 
and a Pakistan-Afghanistan axis will be useful for this purpose 
That is why Robin Raphael on a recent visit to South Asia went to 

· epta Kabul first to talk to the Rabbani Government to make it ace 
new arrangement and the formation of a new government 
representing the forces opposed to the present regime. 

Nepal: In Nepal the coalition government of the Nepah 
Congress and the pro-King Rashtriya Prajatantra Party after 
assuming office in the light of the Supreme Court verdict is trying 
to undo some of the progressive policies put in place by the 
C . . l w1th1n the ommumst government. There are strams deve opmg 
coalition because of differences in both the parties and between 
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them. The CPN(UML) is going amongst the people and succeeding 
m rallymg them around its platform. 

Bhutaw The Bhutanese Government's discriminatory policy 
towards its citizens of Nepali origin had led to thousands of them 
bemg evicted from Bhutan. They are now residing in refugee camps 
in Nepal and in the bordering areas of West Bengal. So far their 
efforts to return to Bhutan have not succeeded. The CPI(M) has 
supported their just demand to return to Bhutan and to live with 
rights equal to other citizens. The Indian Government must take 
up the matter with the Bhutanese Government to facilitate the 
settlement of the affected people. 

Bangladesh: The political crisis m Bangladesh has deepened 
during this period. The entire opposition has been demanding the 
resignation of the Khaltda Zia Government and the conduct of 
elections under a neutral caretaker government. With Khalida Zia's 
Bangladesh National Party intent to continue as a caretaker 
government during the course of the elections, and the opposition 
decldring that 1t wrll boycott the electrons if its demand is not met 
the uncertamty contmues In this mass struggle for democracy, 
there is a danger that these developments will erode the people's 
confidence in bourgeois democracy and can be exploited by the 
anti-democratic forces. The U.S. ambassador in Bangladesh has 
been acting as a mediator in talks between the ruling party and the 
oppostt1on. 

M-.anmar: In Myanmar, the milttary regime had to release Aung 
Syu Kyi after a number of years of house arrest. But despite her 
release, the regime is manoeuvring to avoid taking steps to restore 
the parltamentary democratic set-up Despite all its delaying tactics, 
the people are increasingly expres~mg themselves in favour of 
restoration of democracy. 

Growing U.S. Pressures 
This period has also seen growmg pressures being mounted by 

USA on India. The Brown amendment sanctioning the sale of 
soph1st1cated arms to Pakistan came at a time when the Government 
oflndia was upgrading its levels of military cooperation with USA. 
The CPl(M) had asked for the immediate annulment of these steps 
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as the U.S. impenalist game m the region became obv10us once 
more in fomenting Indo-Pak hostilities. 

Newer pressures are being brought on India concemmg the 
signing of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT). India has 
so far resisted the pressures on the question of s1gnmg the nuclear 
non-proliferation treaty (NPT). The CTBT envisages that all the 
signatory countries wi II not engage in any further testmg of nuclear 
weapons. This is once again a d1scnminatory treaty which 1s to 
the advantage of the big nuclear powers who have achieved much 
higher technological levels in perfecting weapons of mass 
destruction. The only solution that can make this planet a safer 
place is the complete elimination of nuclear weapons. Any 
meaningful proposal for a greater security in the world will have 
to be based in this direction. All the partial approaches are merely 
instruments serving to strengthen the already advantageous position 
of the imperialist powers, particularly U.S. imperialtsm. 

In this context, the demand of the peace-loving people m the 
world for the elimination of foreign military bases must be renewed 
with vigour. Now, with even the fig-leaf of the excuse of the cold 
war not being there, the USA has no business having its m1htary 
bases in various territories of the world. One that concerns India's 
security interests directly is the U.S. military base in Diego Garcia 
which also stocks nuclear weapons. We must demand the immediate 
dismantling of this base which is of paramount importance 10 

strengthening the security in the region. 

NATIONAL SITUATION 
The three-month period since the October Central Committee 

· h · · t. n and meetmg as seen a deterioration in the economic s1tua 10 

various pre-election manoeuvres by the political parties. Other 
b · h1ch nota le events were the unprecedented parliament session w 

was rocked by the telecom scandal, the abortive effort by the 
Central Government to hold the Kashmir elections and the threat 
to national security as seen by the Purulia arms drop. There is also 

· d · . f hildren a growmg tren of cnmes agamst women and abuse o c 
h h · . ·odalso w ic is symptomatic of the decay of social order. The pen 

· tions in saw important struggles by the working class and other sec 
defence of their rights. 
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Economic Difficulties Increasing 
The economy has run into serious trouble, a fact which cannot 

be ignored by even the fervent advocates of liberalisation. The 
depreciating value of the rupee, the depletion in the foreign 
exchange reserves. the rising revenue and fiscal deficits, slackening 
industrial growth due to the tight money policy to curtail inflation, 
and the slump in the stock market are all signs of the economic 
difficulties looming ahead. The external debt has nearly reached 
the$ 100 billion mark and the internal debt position is alarming. 

The Congress(!) Government's economic policies are ruinous 
for the country. It has intensified the process of enormously 
enriching the already affluent while further pauperising the poor. 
The latest report of the finance ministry on external debt has stated 
that at the end of 1995 India's total external debt stood at$ 99.04 
billion; an increase of$ 6.34 billion over the previous year ending 
March 1994. In rupee terms with the current depreciation of the 
rupee, this is well over Rs. 3,40,000 crores. The bulk of the increase 
in debt has been due to the changes in the exchange rate. It is 
estimated that the depreciation of the rupee will raise external debt 
by Rs. l ,500 crores in 1995-96. This is the logical result of opening 
up the economy and the financial sector on the terms dictated by 
the imperialist institutions. 

The RB I's efforts to check the slide in the value of the rupee by 
selling dollars in the market has led to the depletion of foreign 
exchange reserves. From $ 20 billion, the reserve has come down 
in a space of three months to$ I 7 billion. Despite the RBI's efforts, 
the value of the rupee continues to depreciate and it is over Rs. 35 
to the dollar. This will have its adverse impact on the import bill. 
Already the trade deficit is widening. The import-export gap was 
$ 3.3 billion for the period April-November 1995, double that of 
the corresponding period in 1994. At this rate, it is estimated that 
the deficit will be$ 5 billion by the end of the financial year against 
the government's estimate of a $ 4 billion deficit. 

The Rao Government is boasting about its success in controlling 
inflation. It is claimed that the rate of inflation has come down to 
below 6 percent based on the wholesale price index. However, the 
consumer price index te11s a different story. The index for industrial 
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workers and agricultural labour shows no signs of decline. In fact 
agricultural workers index is rising at the rate of 13 to 14 percenl 
over the previous year. The rupee is today worth only 68 paisa 
relative to its value in 1990-91 for urban industrial workers a00 

only 64 paise for agricultural workers as per the official indexes 
which in themselves do not depict the true situation. 

The price rise of essential commodities, especially of foodstuff 
constitute the most serious attack on the people. With no inc~ 
and even decline in real wages, the price rise is pauperising~ 
poor further. This is the fact which cannot be hidden by statistics. 
According to one estimate, the number of rural people below~ 
poverty line has increased from 36.5 in 1990-91 to 48 percent in 

1994-95, a telling commentary on the impact of the new economX 
policy. 

It is in such a situation that the godowns of the government are 
overflowing with foodgrains. The 30 million tonnes of stocks of 
foodgrains have accumulated because there is no purchasing power 
for the rural poor and therefore, declining offtake by the public . 
~istribution system. The high price in the PDS and the curtailme: 
of the PDS has led to the poor, who need the foodgrains most, n 
receiving these stocks. The government is instead trying to export 
foodgrains by even selling them at cheaper prices. This highlights 
our demand that the issue prices of foodgrains in the PDS be 
reduced by half. The net per capita availability of foodgrains has 
actually declined since the new economic policies. From a per 
capita availability of 476.4 gms in 1990, it has come down to 
461.7 gms in 1995-96. This is the greatest indictment of t~e Rao 
Government, overflowing foodgrains in the godowns while the 
rural poor do not have enough to eat. of 

_D_nemployment, both rural and urban, blig?t~ the futu7has 
millions of young people. The slashing of pubhc mvest~~ 
led to · · · · position to growing Joblessness as the private sector 1s m no 
absorb the new entrants. The private sector growth is also at the 
expense of permanent employment fostering the informal sector, 
h ' b. ted to 

ome-based workers and contract workers who are su ~ec 
the. wor~t ~orms of exploitation. Women workers have become a 
maJor v1ct1m of this trend. 
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The plight of the rural poor, plagued by lack of employment 
opportumtles, cheap food and victims of price ris~ sh~ws no 
promise of alleviation as the Rao Government 1s vutually 
abandoning land reforms implementation except as a formal 
exercise on paper. In the recent conference of state land and revenue 
ministers, it was reported that in the years 1993, 1994 and 1995, 
the combined distribution figures of ceiling surplus land from all 
states was less than 75,000 acres. This is a dismal figure considering 
that it is out of a total of 22.22 lakh acres of land which has been 
declared surplus to be distributed. 

In contrast to the plight of the ordinary people, the profits of the 
big business houses are soaring. Companies like ITC, Reliance 
and Hmdustan Lever have had gross profits which increased by 
200 to 300 per cent in 1994. Large-scale tax evasion and fraudulent 
"switching" of shares are indulged in with impunity by companies 
hke Reliance as they know the government will condone all these 
illegal actions. 

The fiasco of the disinvestment of PSU shares has become 
evident to all except the Rao Government. In the current budget, it 
was proposed to raise Rs.7,000 crores by the sale of PSU shares, 
Of the estimated Rs.2,000 crores expected to be realised in the 
first state, the government could only get a paltry Rs.168.72 crores 
even though shares of profitable units like ONGC, SAIL and MTNL 
were put on the market. The loot of public assets by selling them 
at scandalously low prices has to be halted forthwith. There has to 
be also a comprehensive enquiry as to those who are guilty for 
selling these assets cheaply. 

The recent struggle in parliament on the demand for a 
parlimentary enquiry into the tender process for the basic telecom 
services has served to highlight the racketeering in the name of 
privatisation. Our Party firmly opposed the basic telecom policy 
of privatisation and throwing open the telecom sector to foreign 
~apital ~~di~criminately. The large-scale corruption and 
megulanlles m the present tendering process has confirmed our 
fear~. The minister for communications has been favouring a 
particular company and the way the capping process was decided 
has led to the government losing Rs. 20,000 crores. 
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abandoning land reforms implementation except as a formal 
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the combined distribution figures of ceiling surplus land from all 
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and Hindustan Lever have had gross profits which increased by 
200 to 300 per cent in 1994. Large-scale tax evasion and fraudulent 
"switching" of shares are indulged in with impunity by companies 
like Reliance as they know the government will condone all these 
illegal actions. 

The fiasco of the dismvestment of PSU shares has become 
evident to all except the Rao Government. In the current budget, it 
was proposed to raise Rs. 7 ,OOO crores by the sale of PSU shares. 
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first state, the government could only get a paltry Rs.168.72 crores 
even though shares of profitable units like ONGC, SAIL and MTNL 
were put on the market. The loot of public assets by selling them 
at scandalously low prices has to be halted forthwith. There has to 
be also a comprehensive enquiry as to those who are guilty for 
selling these assets cheaply. 

The recent struggle in parliament on the demand for a 
parlimentary enquiry into the tender process for the basic telecom 
services has served to highlight the racketeering in the name of 
privatisation. Our Party firmly opposed the basic telecom policy 
of privatisation and throwing open the telecom sector to foreign 
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Sordid Record of Corruption 
Large-sca1e corruption, open invitation to loot public funds 

and assets, cronyism, total lack of accountability and virtual 
immunity from prosecution for those guilty were the sordid record 
of the Rao Government. Such institutionalised corruption at h1gh
levels is an outcome of the liberalisation policy and the open 
encouragement given to enrich private pockets at the expense of 
public funds. In all those third world countries where such 
privatisation drives have been undertaken under the structural 
adjustment programme such corrupt means to transform public 
assets into private wealth has been seen. At the time of the last 
Central Committee meeting in October 1995, the Chandraswami 
affair had come into prominence. As expected, the Rao 
Government did not arrest him despite the direction of the former 
Home Minister Rajesh Pilot. The CBI has not even filed a case 
in the courts against Chandraswami for his harbouring a known 
criminal hit-man. 

HawalaCase 
After continuous prodding and monitoring by the Supreme 

Court, the CBI filed charge-sheets against 10 top political leaders 
including three union ministers for receiving illegal payment from 
the Jain brothers in the Hawala affair. Earlier, eight bureaucrats 
mainly connected with the power and energy sector were charge· 
sheeted. The fact that three union ministers V.C. Shukla, Balararn 
Jhakar and Madhavrao Scindia have been proceeded against by 
the CBI shows how pervasive corruption is at the cabinet level 
The BJP has also been put in the dock with the charge-sheet against 
its President L. K. Advani. . . . d 

There are 115 names of leaders of various political parties an 
bureaucrats listed in the Jain diary. Our Party has been consistently 
demanding from the beginning of 1994 that action should be taken 
against all those involved in the Hawala deal. The CBI under 
pressure of the Prime Minister and the Congress leadership has 
been trying to hush up the whole affair. There can be no cover up 
and the CBI must investigate all the persons suspected in the cas~· 
The Prime Minister himself figures in the interrogation of~- · 
Jain, the prime accused who has stated that Rs. 3 crore was paid to 
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mtennediaries hke Chandraswami to be given to the Prime Minister. 
The Pnme Mm1ster cannot escape responsibility for this shocking 
case of corruption. A big campaign has to be launched to expose 
the Congress (I) and the BJP for their corrupt dealings and to demand 
the punishment of all, without exception who are guilty in this sordid 
affair. The Hawala case also has serious security implications as 
money was found to be funneled to the Kashmiri extremist groups 
by the same Jain brothers. 

The entire period of the Naras1mha Rao Government's tenure 
has set a record for brazen and rampant corruption. The bank/ 
securities scandal, the sugar scam, the Chandraswami affair, the 
corruption charges against Santosh Mohan Deb and the petroleum 
and gas deals of Satish Shanna and the latest Hawala affair all 
together constitute a damning charge-sheet against the Congress(!) 
Government. This racketeermg and connivance with corrupt and 
criminal elements must be fully exposed before the people. They 
must be subjected to popular indictment for fostering corruption 
and polluting public life. 

Growing Mass Resistance 
The pension scheme announced through an ordinance met with 

strong oppos1t1on from the CITU. The mam features of the scheme 
are detrimental to the workers and employees who will be deprived 
of the PF facllities on which they used to rely during difficulties. 
Further, the net gain for the workers is illusory under the new 
scheme. The resistance put up by the CITU is finding a big response 
from the workers irrespective of union affiliations, even though 
INTUC, AITUC and HMS have supported the introduction of the 
scheme. The big one day strike in Bombay involving l 0 lakh 
workers and employees against the pension scheme on 11 
December shows the intensity of anger among the workers. With 
the ordinance being re-promulgated, the protest actions are bound 
to intensify. 

The working class has been in the forefront of various struggles 
to _fight back the offensive and to defend their rights. The coal 
strike. on 18th ~ember saw 5 out of the 7 Iakh workers striking 
work m the call JOmtly given by the CITU and HMS and supported 
by the AITUC. The strike of the jute mill workers in West Bengal 
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has successfully demonstrated the unity of workers of 58 Jute rrulls 
and the employers had to concede some of the major demands The 
insurance employees are on struggle and have conducted a two-day 
strike in December for their demands regarding wage revision. There 
has been a one-day industrial strike in Delhi jointly by the trade 
unions. 

A notable mass action was the 29th November all India student 
strike which was observed in 125 universities and over 2,900 
colleges apart from thousands of higher secondary schools. The 
main focus was against the growing trend of privatisation. In 
Kerala, there has been a very big movement against 
commercialisation of education and the students have courageously 
fought against the Periyaram medical college being run as a pnvate 
concern despite severe police repression. 

The Congress party is desperately seeking to woo the electorate 
by the announcement of various government concessions. But these 
are not yielding the desired results. Already the pension ordinance 
has run into widespread resistance by the workers. The 
government's efforts to provide salaries to imams in mosques IS 

also running into difficulties with most of the state governments 
refusing to take the responsibility for providing the funds to the 
wakf boards for this purpose. In contrast to the great care bemg 
taken in the past to check the fiscal deficit, the Rao Government 15 

now spending money recklessly on populist gimmicks which will 
not increase productive potential or real earnings of the rural ~r 
but will be frittered away as election doles to bolster the Congress s 
hopes. 

Cutbacks Affect Health & Public Services 
The nexus of the government-IMF-World Bank policies is havmg 

a disastrous effect on the lives of the people. The adverse 
consequences of retreating from the commitment to provide cheap 
food has already been noted. The other vital issue for the people 15 

the health situation. Malaria, tuberculosis, water-borne diseases 
like cholera and gastroenterites are growing in alarming 
proportions. In 1994 alone there have been over two miihon ' r ant reported cases of malaria of which 50 per cent was of the ma ign 
variety. Assam, Orissa, West Bengal, Bihar, Rajasthan. Maharashtra 
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and Gujarat have all seen the spread of the disease. The cutbac~s 
in public health expenditure both at the Centre and State level~ ts 
a direct cause for the outbreak of mass diseases. The Umon 
Government's expenditure on national disease prevention 
programmes as a proportion of the health expenditure.came down 
from 27 per cent in 1965-66 to less than 5 per cent m 1993-94. 
All public services are deteriorating due to the government's 
cutback in expenditure - railways, the postal system and the 
public educational system are all declming in quality and efficiency 
due to the squeeze in government funding. All these are 
contributmg to the deterioration in the living standards of the 
people. 

Kashmir 
During the last Central Committee meeting, we had discussed 

the situation in Kashmir with regard to elections. It was decided 
that we should demand that the Central Government come forward 
with an announcement on maintaining Article 370, assuring a 
review of the erosion of powers under this article, commitment 
for maximum autonomy dnd economic package. This can provide 
the basis for holding of elections with the participation of all secular 
opposition parties includmg the Left. After some discussions, the 
government came out with a draft announcement which broadly 
met the demands made by the CPI(M) and CPI in their joint 
statements. The Prime Minister instead of having a proper and 
detailed discussion met Farooq Abdullah for a short time before 
going abroad. The way the Prime Minister hastily tried to clinch 
the discussions before leaving the country led to a good opportunity 
to reach an agreement go waste. 

Once the National Conference also decided not to participate in 
the polls, no meaningful purpose can be served in trying to hold 
election with only the Congress participating. Our demand now is 
that the government should consult all the parties and come out 
with a statement which can be endorsed by them which can be 
basis for preparing for elections. 

Our Pa~y has been repeatedly warning about the U.S. designs 
on Kashmu. Recently, the Home Minister, S. B. Chavan, made a 
categorical statement in parliament that the United States has evil 
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designs in Kashmir and is working against the interests of India. 
On Kashmir, the US is keen to have an independent state and 1s 

keeping in direct contact with the Kashmiri separatist groups It 
is these efforts which led to Chavan sharply criticising the US 
role in Kashmir. This statement was condemned by a U.S. State 
Department spokesman as "complete nonsense". This 
contemptuous and arrogant remark has been strongly condemned 
by all patriotic sections. 

Purulia Arms Drop Incident 
The arms drop in Purulia by a foreign plane with mercenary 

crew has highlighted the serious threat to the security of the count!)' 
The case with which the exercise was carried out shows the laxity 
in the air defence and surveillance system. One of the key 
conspirators was allowed to escape from airport itself after the plane 
was brought down. Further, despite advance intelligence warnmg 
about the air-drop a fortnight before the event, the Centre sent the 
information to the West Bengal Government by ordinary postal 
channels which reached after the incident. The CBI is enquinng 
into the incident with the full cooperation of the State Government 
agencies. The arms drop of sophisticated weapons in West Bengal 
pomts to the other disturbing possibility of a conspiracy directed 
agamst the Left Front Government with the aim of destab1hsinnt"· 
situation on the eve of the elections. It is significant that the 1-\nanaa 
Marg which has headquarters in the vicinity of arms drop has 
launched a virulent campaign to deflect attention from its acuv1ties 
and is trying to malign the CPI(M) through an orchestrated cam~aign 
in the media. Investigations conducted by the CBI so far indicate 
involvement of the Ananda Margis. It is essential that the actual 
conspiracy is uncovered and the real recipients of the arms drop be 
identified and apprehended. 

The air-dropping of arms is not the only conduit of arms and 
explosives entering the country. Recently, c:. big haul of RDX 
explosives was made in Punjab. More disturbingly, arms have been 
discovered in a district in Kerala the motive for the arms dump is 
not yet known. The nexus betwee~ criminals and extremist political 
f · . , .. t to 
orces tmponmg arms from abroad poses a new type 0 1 -

the democratic set-up. 
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Tripura 
In the recent penod, there has been an increase in the number 

of attacks by the extremist groups operating in the tribal compact 
areas. There is a systematic plan to launch attacks against the 
non-tribal people to provoke ethnic polarisation and communal 
clashes. Prior to the civic polls, some such incidents took place, 
which were utilised by the Congress(I)-TUJS to aggravate the 
situation. The CPl(M) and the Left Front is in the forefront to 
fightback these provocations and to maintain tribal-non-tribal 
unity. However, the Central Government is adopting a 
discriminatory and non-cooperative approach by refusing to 
augment the paramilitary forces in the state. In fact, the total 
number of paramilitary forces has been halved compared to 1993 
when the Left Front Government came to office. Repeated requests 
from the State Government for additional forces has met with no 
response. Tripura is one state in the north-east where due to the 
presence of the Left Front there has been amity among the different 
commumties despite grave provocations. The Congress (I) 
Government at the Centre 1s endangering this unity by its refusal 
to cooperate wtth the State Government and this is harmful for 
national unity in the north-east region as a whole. 

-1;>....-:ults of Civic Polls 
' -- in the last three months period, there have been elections to 
municinal bodies in Tripura, Gujarat and Karnataka. In Tripura, 
the Left Front has won decisively in 11 out of the 12 municipalities 
while it suffered reverses in the Agartala Municipal Council. In 
Gujarat, the BJP has lost some ground; it has not been able to win 
the majority of the seats in the various municipal bodies, with 
independence bagging the largest number. In Karnataka, the Janata 
Dai has done well by emerging as the largest force in the civic 
bodies with the Congress coming well behmd in a second position 
and the BJP beingronly third. These results indicate that the Left 
and secular opposition parties can earn the people's confidence if 
they are able to present a coherent alternative. 

In Uttar Pradesh, the civic poll results showed that the BJP is 
stil!,_11;JJ<>ng force in the urban areas. It was able to win 8 out of 
... ~ ' I mayoral posts in the 11 city corporations. In the semi-urban 
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and rural segments in the nagarpalika and nagarpanchayat elections 
its strength is relatively less. The Congress suffered complete rout. 
The results underline the necessity for a wider unity of all the secular 
opposition forces. 

Cauvery Waters Dispute 
The problem of sharing of Cauvery waters between Kamataka 

and Tamil Nadu has been periodically cropping up. This year with 
the scanty rainfall, the problem again arose of the quantum of 
distribution of the river waters between the two states. Kamataka 
pleading that there is not sufficient waters for its own farmers and 
expressing its inability to release the waters and Tamil Nadu 
protesting that the crops in the Cauvery basin would be destroyed 
if waters are not released. 

The Cauvery Waters Tribunal gave an interim order directing 
Karnataka to release 11 TMC. The Karnataka Government refused 
to do this. The matter was taken to the Supreme Court by the Tamil 
Nadu Government and it decided to ask the Prime Mmister to 
immediately intervene, hold negotiations with the two Chief 
Ministers and arrive at a decision. After such negotiations were 
conducted with the two Chief Ministers, the Prime Minister 
decided that Kamataka should immediately release 6 TMC of water 
to Tamil Nadu and an expert 3-member committee would assess 
the ground situation in both states and submit its report to the 
Prime Minister by January 10 for further decision. The Centre is 
committed to calling a meeting of the Water Resources Council in 
early February to discuss a lasting solution to the problem. Shanng 
of Cauvery waters is a long-standing problem affecting the farmers 
of both states. It also involves Kerala and Pondicherry. The Central 
Government has been tardy in initiating steps to find a permanent 
solution. Our Party appealed to the political forces in both the 
states not to arouse passions on this sensitive issue and for a 
amicable solution through negotiations. Our Party is against tactics 
of the bourgeois parties like Congress and the BJP which seek to 
arouse chauvinism on such matters. It is to be hoped that the 
convening of the central water council will help in arriving at .a 
permanent solution to the problem. The Central Government is 
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responsible for letting river waters disputes between states to simmer 
and not take steps to tackle and solve them. 

Caste Riots in Tamil Nadu 
The recent period has seen the spread of violence in some of the 

southern districts of Tamil Nadu due to caste conflict. Riots have 
broken out between the scheduled castes and some of the OBCs. 
The socially dominant communities in these areas are unable to 
accept the assertion of the scheduled castes for equal rights and in 
certain cases, their improved economic conditions. There are vested 
interests trying to foment and widen the conflict for their narrow 
political purposes. Such conflicts are used for diverting attention 
from the common struggles required to fight the economic and 
other government policies. 

Supreme Court Judgement 
The set of judgements by a three-member bench quashing the 

disqualification of Maharashtra Chief Mmister Manohar Joshi and 
some others is a retrograde judicial verdict. It reverses the path of 
firm defence of secularism set out in earlier judgements, 
particularly the historic judgement of the Constitution bench in 
1994. By allowing the use of Hindutva, Hinduism and even ~alls 
for a Hindu state during elections, the judgement provides 
encouragement for the BJP and other communal forces to 
aggressively utilise the religious appeal in elections. 

It is necessary to get the judgement reviewed by a larger bench. 
We must also press for tightening up the provisions of the R.P. Act 
for better legal enforcibility against use of religion in elections. 

BJP's Reactionary Politics 
The period has been marked by the fruitless efforts of the BJP 

to evolve an effective electoral plank to project itself as the national 
alternative to the Congress. After the serious dent to its image in 
the Gujarat episode, the BJP has been mouthing the slogan that it 
is a party with a difference without much conviction. The 
continuing tussle for power within the Gujarat BJP, even after its 
Mumbai national session, is a serious embarrassment to the BJP's 
claim to be a disciplined and principled party. At its national 
session, the BJP decided that it would take up the issue of Kashmir 



668 Documents of The Communist Movement in lndw 

and its opposition to autonomy, as a maJor plank alongw1th other 
anti-minority issues like Bangladeshi infiltration, cow slaughter and 
uniform civil code. The BJP's tactics is not to directly raise the 
temple issue m a big way but leave it to the VHP-RSS and other 
outfits to carry on inflammatory propaganda about the rehg1ous 
places at Varanasi and Mathura. 

The BJP stands fully exposed after the Maharashtra 
Government's decision to unilaterally revive the Dabhol project 
deal with the Enron. After the drama of cancellation of the 
agreement, the BJP has now ganged up with the Shiv Sena to give 
Enron not only Phase-I of the project but also the bigger Ph.ase-II 
project. The basic terms of the deal continues to be against the 
country's interests with the large outflow of foreign exchange and 
adverse terms for buying expensive power from the multinational 
corporation. The BJP has assured the big business and MNCs that 
it is committed to liberalisation in spite of the talk of "swadesh1". 
Its pro-imperiaJist stand is evident by the fact that the BJP is not 
prepared to call for the breaking of all the military pact with the 
U.S. even though it goes on calling for increased defence 
expenditure to face the threat of resumed U.S. anns supply to 
Pakistan. 

The VHP has come out with a 40 point "Hindu Agenda" for the 
elections. This constitutes the Hindu communal platform which is 
actually the stand of the BJP and the RSS. Its essence is to arouse 
hatred against the minorities and for installing a theocratic State 
in India. 

The Shiv Sena, the ally of the BJP continues with its rabid anti
Muslim propaganda and its latest stand of declaring support for 
the LTTE in Sri Lanka is equaIJy ominous. Bal Thackeray has 
posed the conflict in Sri Lanka as between Tamil Hindus and 
Buddhists. Such a characterisation is dangerous in a state like 
Maharashtra where there is a sizable neo-Buddhist minority. 

In contrast to the BJP's anti-minority motivation in advocating 
a uniform civil code, the democratic women's movement has posed 
the issue correctly. It has pointed out that all the personal laws 
governing various religious communities whether it be Hind~, 
Muslim, Sikh, Christian or tribal are discriminatory to women m 
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different aspects. What is required are equal rights and equal laws 
for women of all communities - economic, social, political and 
legal. Major reforms are required in the existing personal laws of 
all communities. The struggle should be waged for equal laws for 
all women in different areas including those governed by personal 
laws. Such an approach requires a campaign and struggle to rouse 
the democratic and secular people of all communities so that 
equality of law and not just uniformity by imposing the laws of 
one community over the other, is stressed. 

State of The Congress Party 
The Congress has begun serious preparations for the elections. 

However, the internal problems and organisational decay of the 
Party has become glaringly evident. In the five years under the 
presidentship of Narasimha Rao, the Congress has continued on 
the path of converting itself into a party of self seeking leaders 
whose only concern 1s to how to maintain themselves in power. 
Devoid of any democratic functioning, in view of the elect10ns, 
inflated committees and office bearers have been appointed which 
does nothing but paper over the sharp cracks and conflicts. In order 
to strengthen us position in the states it is trying to woo the Congress 
dissidents back hke in Haryana and win over defectors from other 
parties as in Assam. Yet the overall picture is of an effort to place 
by factional infighting. In Bihar, the rival groups are bitterly 
fighting it out in the open, the U.P. civic polls showed that the 
Congress is in shambles m its important state. In Maharashtra, 
Madhya Pradesh, Kerala, West Bengal and many other places, the 
faction fighting continues unabated. 

The ruling party is trying to recover some of the lost ground by 
the Rao Government announcing a M!nes of popuh!,t schemes and 
sops to the electorate. Alongw1th this the electronic media is also 
being used m a big way to propagate the Congress Government's 
"achievements". All this wall prove of no avail as the crisis of the 
Congress as a cnsas generated by its government's policies which 
is leading to its mass influence being con!,tantly eroded. 

Meet the Four Challenges 
As the crucial Lok Sabha elections, to be held in April, draw 

near, it is clear that the country is faced with four major problems. 
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They are: (1) the disastrous impact of the imperialist-dictated 
economic policies endangering economic sovereignty and rummg 
the lives of the people; (2) the communal danger and its divisive 
impact on national unity; (3) the separatist movements which enable 
imperialist penetration; ( 4) corrosive corruption and crimmalisation 
of politics. 

The policies of the Narasimha Rao Government and the 
communal politics of the BJP both representing different facets of 
the ruling classes are mainly responsible for the aggravation of 
these problems. How the four challenges are met politically will 
determine the future course of direction for the country. The 
elections to the various state assemblies in the last one and a half 
years have indicated that the people realise the bankruptcy of the 
Congress(!) policies. They have also displayed their willingness 
to support a secular alternative to the Congress(!) by not fallmg 
prey to the communal appeal of the BJP. This was the lesson of 
the elections in Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Bihar. It was only 
where the secular alternative was not present as in Maharashtra 
and Gujarat that the anti-Congress discontent was cornered by the 
communal forces. In line with the Party Congress direction, our 
efforts have been geared towards the forging of an effective third 
alternative which can electorally contest and defeat the Congress(!) 
and the BJP. 

Forging Third Alternative 
On the basis of the assessment made by the Central Committee 

in July 1995, we sought to broaden the unity of the secu_lar 
opposition forces making the National Front-Left part~es 
combination as the core. Our efforts were directed towards drawmg 
in the Samajwadi Party into this wider unity as it has a key role to 
play in defeating the BJP, in the largest state, Uttar Pradesh. These 
efforts have yielded results with the first official meeting of the 
Janata Dai leadership with Mulayam Singh on November 27. We 
also have worked out an agreement with the AGP in Assam fo~ an 
electoral adjustment so that an effective fight can be put agamst 
the Congress(!) and the BJP in the state 

However, there are also certain diffic~lties in going ahead with 
the process of projecting the third alternative. The main problem 
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m presenting a coherent alternative lies within the Janata Dai. On 
the question of the Samajwadi Party and Uttar Pradesh a section of 
the JO leadership has been trying to ally with the BSP even after its 
opportunistic role in joining hands with the BJP. Such an approach 
will only create more problems in cementing the alliance with 
Mulayam Singh. Without consolidating the alliance of the SP with 
the Janata Dai and the Left, it will not be correct to try and involve 
other forces who are not reliable. Defeating the BJP would require 
the sorting out of all these problems and to start an effective joint 
campaign which can galvanise the anti-BJP forces.The recent PAC 
meeting of the Janata Dai has reiterated its decision to go ahead 
with Mulayam Smgh. 

In Andhra Pradesh the split in the Telugu Desam was a setback 
as the division in the TOP base will help the Congress in the coming 
elections. We had worked out a common position with the Janata 
Dai that both the groups of the TOP should remain in the National 
Front-fold and play their due role in defeating the Congress. 
However, recently the dominant opinion in the Janata Dai is 
inclined to ally with the NTR faction. They have decided to 
participate in the February 2 rally called by NTR at Vijayawada. 
This will only widen the conflict as the target of the rally will be 
the Chandrababu Naidu Government. Our Party has told the Janata 
Dai to reconsider its stand and adhere to the principled position of 
striving for the unity of the TOP. In Tamil Nadu, the possibility is 
of four combinations entering the electoral battle,AIADMK, 
Congress(!), the DMK Front and the CPl(M)-MDMK alliance. 
Here also the Janata Dai-National Front have been unable to work 
out a clear-cut position having earlier banked upon allying with 
the AIADMK. In Maharashtra, unity has been forged between the 
three left parties-CPI(M), CPI and PWP and efforts must be made 
to unite with the Janata Dai and the Republican groups, now united 

'under one banner. In Bihar, Orissa and Karnataka, the Left should 
arrive at understanding with Janata Dai, which is the major force 
in these states. In Punjab, the Akali Dal(B) is going for an 
understanding with the BJP. It is not sufficiently demarcating from 
the extremists. In such a situation, the CPI(M) and the CPI should 
unitedly intervene in the elections. 
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Once all the secular opposition forces are together, we should 
see that a joint appeal is issued to the electorate to defeat the 
Congress(!) and the BJP. 

Importance of Left Intervention 
An important task has devolved on the Left to play a key role in 

forging the wider unity of the secular opposition forces. The Left 
parties though not a very strong force all-over the country has still 
a high degree of credibility and prestige. The joint campaigns and 
the united movements initiated by the Left parties in the last five 
years against the economic policies and cammunalism have enabled 
the Left to discharge this role in the third force. It is the united 
intervention of the Left, primanly the CPI(M) and the CPI, which 
can make the third alternative an effective coherent force. It 1s 
necessary, therefore, for the CPI(M) and CPI to come to a complete 
understanding on the seats that they will contest and to pool their 
efforts to enhance the Left representation in the new parliament. 

The Party is right no\\- engaged in conducting the mass campaign 
and movements called for by the October CC meeting on the urgent 
demand of the people. After this CC, the Party wilJ have to senously 
prepare for the elections both politically and organisationally. The 
Party's independent platform based on the Left and democratic 
programme set out in the Party Congress resolution and the Lefts 
united intervention in forging wider unity should help us to go 
forward in rallying the people to defeat the Congress(!) and the 
BJP and to establish the primacy of the third alternative which can 
chart a new course for the country. A course which strengthens 
democracy, defends secularism and adopts policies which will 
ensure the steady self-reliant economic growth free from impenahst 
dictates. 



Prosecute Foreign Companies 
Involved in Bribery* 

Statement Dated January 27, 1996 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

It 1s clear from the investigations made by the CBI into the recipients 
of the illegal payments in the hawala case that certain foreign 
companies have supplied funds through hawala transactions for 
the purpose of bribing pubhc servants including Cabinet Ministers. 
The chargesheets agamst Arif Mohd Khan and Kalpanath Rai, 
both of whom served as ministers for energy, state that the alleged 
bribes paid to them have originated from fbreign companies. In 
the case of Arif Mohd Khan, the French Company Alsthom Export 
is said to be the source of the 5.3 million dollars funds (equi
valent to Rs.10.95 crore) which was routed through the Jain brothers 
for payment of bribes. This was for gettmg the Kawas gas project 
of the NTPC. Similarly, the chargesheet records the involve
ment of another multinational ABB of Sweden in the Kalpanath Rai 
case. The chargesheets point to bribes having been paid for 
the Uri and Dulhasti power projects too by foreign companies. The 
role of Quottrochi involved in the Bofors gun deal kickbacks 
must also be probed in view of the statement made by the accused 
S.K. Jam. 

While public and media attention has focussed on the corrupt 
practices of political leaders holding high office, it is equally 
important to recognise that those paying bribes are guilty of corrupt 
practices under the Prevention of Corruption Act. Both the payers 
and recipients of bribes are to be punished. Under the liberalisation 
policies, the doors have been thrown open for multinational 
companies to suborn and bribe public servants with impunity. This 
constitutes a serious threat to the democratic system and erosion 

*Publtshed m "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, February 4, 1996. 
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of the lnd1an ~tate m,lchmery. The Polit BureJu of the CPI(M) 
therefore, demand~ that the concerned foreign compJnie• and their 
senior repre~entat1ve-; who were rnvolved in bnhery be al~o 
pro~ecuted and penal action initiated agam~t the contract'.> acquired 
illegally by them in the country. 



CPl(M): Prime Minister 
Must Resign* 

Statement Dated January 31, 1996 
Issued by The Polit Bureau to Press 

The Supreme Court has, once again, directed the CBI to investigate 
all accusations against any person "irrespective of position and 
status". The court has also expressed its dissatisfaction with the 
tardy progress in the investigations done so far. The tenor of the 
court's directive makes it clear that the CBI has no option but to 
pursue the charges against all those named who are reasonably 
suspected to be involved in the hawala case. This includes the Prime 
Minister whose name has prominently figured in the interrogation 
record of the accused S.K. Jain. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) reiterates that the chargesheets 
filed so far concern only a few of those accused of receiving illegal 
payments. The CBI has to, without any delay, proceed to charge
heet all those accused of taking similar payments. The Prime 
Minister is directly in charge of the CBI in the Cabinet. The Supreme 
Court's repeated directives show that the CBI has not been 
proceeding decisively in the case. It is imperative, therefore, that 
the Prime Minister resign to facilitate a speedy and impartial 
investigation and prosecution of all those guilty. 

The Polit Bureau calls upon all Party units to observe February 7, 
1996 as a PROTFSf DAY against the hawala affair and to demand 
the prosecution of all the guilty persons involved. 

*Published m "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, February 4,, 1996. 



On Disastrous Effects of New 
Economic Policies* 

Statement Dated February 8, 1996 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The dramatic fall of the rupee starkly 1llustrate!-. the d1rect1on m 
which the country t!-. being led by the new economic poltc1e'>. Tht\ 
portend!-. an economic disa!-.ter of the Mexico variety. 

This fall result" m making our debt obltgat1on" more burdern.ome 
.md onerous. Already 40 per cent of our GDP in rupee term~ is 
accounted for by foreign debt. The repayment burden hdd reached 
the proportion of 36 per cent of the GNP gomg in for ~erv1crng 
these debK Such a dramatic fall in the value of the rupee will 
mean that both these burdens will mount, imposing greater 
hardships on an already overburdened people. Further, th1~ will 
make imports more expensive leading to a vicious inflat1on.iry 
spiral. On both the"e counts the cond1t1ons of the common people 
are bound to further deteriorate. 

It 1s, mdeed, strange that nationali"ed banks hke the Stdte B.ink 
of India and the Canara Bank have been takmg the lead in this 
speculative activity of buying dolldrs on beh.ilf of !-.Orne corporate 
agent".As the value of the rupee sltdes further, this very speculative 
motivation is bound to be further strengthened leading to a further 
fall in the rupee's value. 

The situation calls for an immediate effective mtervenuon by 
the Government of India. The value of the rupee will have to be 
defended, unles!. the Rao Government wishes to plunge the 
economy into an irrever~1ble cri~1" of the Mexican variety. This 
development ha" clearly expo ... ed that the free play of market force~ 
m managing our currency i!> not in the interest of our country and 
there is a need to return to an effective mterventioni"r mJnaged 

*Publt~hed m "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, Fehru,iry 11. 1996 
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currency. Thi~ ~1tudt1on appedr~ dll the more lud1crou~ m the 
background of the cl,ums made by the Finance Minister of the 
unprecedented accumulation of foreign exchange reserves. 

The Polit Bureau of t:1e CPl(M) calb upon the Government of 
Im.ha to immediately mtervene to "hore up the lnd1dn rupee 111 the 
mterest~ of protectmg India's economic sovereignty. 



CPI(M): Scrap Indo-U.S. 
Military Pact* 

Statement Dated February 3, 1996 
Issued by The PoJit Bureau to Press 

It has been reported that a third round oflndo-U.S. naval exercises 
will be held in March in the seas off the coast of Kerala. Accordmg 
to mformatron available, thi~ jomt naval exerci~e will be on a larger 
!.Cale and duration than the one conducted m May 1995. Some of 
the U.S. naval vessel!. ltke the nuclear submarm~. to be deployed 
for the exerci~e. may carry nuclear wectpon~. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) reiterates its strong opposition 
to the holding of Indo-U.S. jomt military exerc1~e~. In the recent 
period, the Umted States admmistratton has been exerting all effort-. 
to stop the Indian Government from deploying the Pnthv1 nm~tle<. 
by the Indian armed forces and to stall further testmg of the Agni 
mi~sile. There i~ also comprehensive pres~ure to deflect India from 
its independent policy on nuclear technology. All th1~. coupled 
with the adoption of the Brown amendment to resume arm~ supplies 
to Pakistan, constitute an mimical factor to India's ~ecunty intere.,ts 

In such a situation, the pursuance of Indo-U.S. military 
collaboration cctnnot be justified many manner by the N<lra'>1~ha 
Rao Government. In fact, what 1s required 1s the scrapping of the 
lndo-U S. military cooperation pact signed in January 1995. The 
Rdo Government is jeopard1smg India's vital security mtere"t" by 
continuing with the totdlly unc<llled for collabor<ltion with the 
Pentagon and the U.S. armed force~. The Poht Bureau calb for 
immediate cancellation of the joint naval exerc1~e~ in March It 
abo calls upon the Narasimha Rao Government to provide an 
explanation for the contmumg m1 htary cooperation with the USA 
All patnotic sections concerned with India's sovereignty and 
defence of its secunty interests mu~t raise their voice agam'>t the 
cour~e adopted by the Central Government. 

*Pubh~hed 111 "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi. Fcbru,iry 11. 1996 



CPl(l\1): Oppose Government 
l\1ove on Jammu & Kashmir* 

Statement Dated February 19, 1996 
Issued by The Polit Bureau of The 
CPl(M) to Press 

It ~eems from new~p.iper reports that the Centr.il Government 1s 
'>till toying with the idea of holding elections in fammu & K..i~hmir 
even after the refu~al of some of the m..iJor politic.ii p..irt1es to 
p..irt1c1p.ite No doubt there 1~ a ch..inge in the mood of the m..i~~es 
fed up with extrem1~t activitie-,, ..ind th1~ 1~ to be made me of by 
providing them with a poht1c,tl p..ick..ige which can in~pire 
confidence 111 them, and for a ~olut1on within the framework of 
Indian unity. But any effort to org,1111~e election.. with the 
part1c1p,1t10n of only the Congre-,., p.irty, and th,lt too a part of it, 
will be counter-productive. Neither will It in<>pire confidence in 
the m111d'> of the people about the '>Ucces5. of the poht1cal process 
nor will It provide credibility to the election itself. It will 
undoubtedly be made use of by the rulers of Paki'>tan, backed by 
U.S. impen..ih.;;m, who have so far failed to 111ternationali'>e the 
l'>SUe. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) earne~tly appeal~ to all poht1cal 
p..irt1e~ 111 the country to ra1<>e their voice agaimt .;;uch a move and 
~t..ind united to thwart the game of 1mpenalt-,m and to re-,tore the 
democratic proces~ 111 the state. 

*Pubh,hed m "'PEOPLE S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, February I R, 1996. 



CPl(M)-CPI Statement on 
Third Alternative* 

The fo/lott,in1: statement tt,as 1s.rned after the leader~ of CPl!MJ 
and CPI met at the CPl(M) headquarters at New Delhi, Fehruar) 
20, 1996 evening: 

The leader!\ of the CPI and CPl(M) met today and exchanged v1ew1 
on the current political situatwn. The two parties reiterated their 
commitment to forge a wider alliance of the Left and ~ecu Jf 

opposition forces. Efforts towards this should be stepped up and 
there should be no further delay. Such a thtrd alternative 1~ required 
by the people, especially in view of the rapid di!\cred1tmg of the 
Congres!\(I) and the BJP. 

The two parties, in order to strengthen Left intervention m the 
coming elections, decided to finali~e their electoral under~tJndmg 
on seat~ by the end of the month. 

The meeting welcomed the talks which have been held between 
the president of the Janata Dai and the president of the Sama3wJdl 
Party in Lucknow yesterday which should help pave the way for 
an understandmg. In view of this, the two parties decided to m1tiJte 
talks with the SamaJWad1 Party for an electoral understJndmg m 
U.P. 

It wa!\ decided to hold a meetmu of the Left Parties !.oon to 
I:> 

advance the ongoing process of strengthenmg Left unity. 
The meeting Wa!. attended by A.B. Bardhan, ChaturanJn Mi~hra 

and D. Raja (CPp and Harkishan Singh SufJeet, Ramachandran 
Pillai, S1taram Yechury, P. Ramachandran and Praka!.h Karat frorn 
the CPl(M). 

*Pubh,hed m "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY'', New Delhi, Fchruary 25. 1996 



CPl(l\1) Condemns U.S. Threat to 
Cuba* 

Statement Dated February 28, 1996 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(l\l) to Press 

The Poltt Bureau of the CPl(M) ~trongly condemn-. the late-.t U.S. 
provocation ag .. 1111'\t Cuba and the 1mpos1tion of tougher ~anctron~ 
on th1~ pretext. 

For ~ome month~ now, the Cub .. m air~p.ice ha~ been repe<1tedly 
mtruded hy terron'>t group'> of Cuban on gm ba'\ed 111 Florida. USA. 
The'>e actrori... were bemg t..iken wrth the complete <;upport and 
approv .. 11 of the U.S. Government. 

On Febru.iry 24 th1~ year, two pl .. 111e'> m.ide an attempt to reach 
H.ivan<l in pur~u.ince of their '\Uhver ... 1ve act1v1t1e.., De-.plte 
contmuou'> warnmg~ by the Cub.in .iuthonties th<1t they ~hould 
lec1ve thetr territory, the~e planes refmed. The Cuban authorities 
therefore took action to defend their airspace. 

American impenah~m. utih~mg th1~ mcident, ha~ once again 
browbeaten the UN Secunty Council into adopting a re~olution 
agam'>t Cuba de~ptte the fact that Cub..i i~ legitimately and legally 
defendmg its ~overeignty. 

Thi~ action has to be seen a~ yet another provocation ag .. un~t 
Cuba being m1t1ated by U.S impen .. tl1'>m. While condemn mg th1", 
the CPl(M) Polit Bure..iu call~ upon ..ill ant1-impen .. 11t ... t force" to 
expre~s sohd<1rity with Cuba's effort'> to defend 11" ... overe1gnty. 

*Puhlr,he<l 1n "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY"'. New Delhi, M.m.:h 3, 1996 



Polit Bureau Communique* 

Issued Following Its Meeting Held in New Delhi 
on March 3-4, 1996 

ALONGWITH the ongoing efforts to build a national alternative 
capable of defeating both the Congress(/) and BJP, the CPl(M) 
has decided to hold a series of big rallies throughout the country 
from this month itself as part of its electoral mobilisation, the Party 
general secretary, Harkishan Singh Surjeet, said, addressing a press 
conference following the two-day Polit Bureau meeting in Delhi 
which ended on March 4, 1996. · 

Demanding the resignation of the Prime Minister for presiding 
over a corrupt regime, Surjeet spoke, at length, on the hawala 
scandal which had irreparably tarnished both the Congress(/) and 
the BJP and said the people were now clearly looking for a third 
alternative. In this context, he referred to the big response evoked 
by the Samajwadi Party rally at Red Fort on Saturday and said it 
was a clear indication that ordinary people were eagerly awaiting 
the formation of a third front. He said the biggest hurdle towards 
the building of this alternative had been crossed with the Janata 
Dai and Samajwadi Party coming to an agreement over Uttar 
Pradesh, politically the most crucial state in the country. In reply 
to questions, Surjeet stated he was in touch with various leaders 
and was confident that the remaining differences would soon be 
sorted out and the third front would emerge as a formidable force 
in the coming elections. 

Regarding other issues discussed by the Polit Bureau, Surjeet 
pointed out that it was in the realm of foreign policy that the impact 
of the new liberalisation policies was most direct. The latest instance 
was the Government's silence on the latest U.S. threats against 

*Pubhshed m "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, March JO, 1996. 
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Cuba, and its attitude towards the Saharawi Arab Democratic 
Republic (SADR)-both glaring examples of the erosion of India s 
earlier independent and anti-imperialist stance. 

Surjeet also laid particular stress on the demand for more 
paramilitary forces to be sent to Tripura where extremist outfits 
had once again unleashed a terror campaign. He strongly criticised 
the Centre for its partisan approach to Tripura, instead of 
supporting the Left Front Governments efforts to maintain the unity 
of tribal and non-tribal people, and safeguard national unity in 
this sensitive border state. 

Jn reply to a question on the criteria of selection of CPl(M) 
candidates for the general elections, Surjeet observed that certain 
guidelines had been discussed. For quite some time, the Central 
Committee had been of the view that there should not be permanent 
MPs. The idea that 'once an MP. always an MP' was not correct. 
Parliamentary work was only one of the many facets of party work; 
and mass work and organisational work could not also be neglected. 
At the same time, a number of factors had to be taken into account 
in selecting candidates, of which the effectiveness of a member in 
Parliament was a very important one. 

While it was necessary to get new faces, Surjeet added, to replace 
candidates was also not easy, especially since the Party was 
required to fill a large number of elected posts at different levels. 
For instance, in West Bengal, besides running the Government, 
the party controlled 17 zilla parishads and a large number of block 
samities,forall of which suitable candidates were required. It was 
therefore difficult to replace sitting candidates. 

In Kerala, the State Committee had decided that by and large, 
candidates with more than two terms in Parliament would not be 
repeated. 

Prime Minister Should Resign 
The hawala scandal has so far claimed seven Union Ministers of 

the Rao Government. Never before have so many Central Ministers 
been indicted for corruption. This alone warranted the resignation 
of the Prime Minister for presiding over such a corrupt regime. 
More important, the name of the Prime Minister himself figures in 
the case. The fact that for four years, the CBI under the Prime 
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Minister's charge refused to act is the most serious indictment 
against Shri Narasimha Rao. The defection of the JMM MPs by 
bribery is another serious charge which has to be investigated. In 
the light of the latest directive of the Supreme Court asking the 
CBI not to report to or receive instructions from the administrative 
authority incharge of the CBI, the Prime Minister should resign by 
the principle of accountability and conforming to elementary 
standards in public life. 

The hawala case has not only exposed the Congress(!) leadership 
as the fountainhead of corruption but has also devastated the·BJP's 
image. The indictments of its president, L.K. Advani, its Chief 
Minister in Delhi, Madanlal Khurana, and other leaders have 
resoundingly forfeited the BJP's claim to be a party which can 
provide an alternative to the Congress. Equally serious are the BJP's 
links with under world. The arrest under TADA of its Gonda MP, 
Brijbhusan Sharan Singh, for sheltering Dawood Ibrahim's men 
has dramatically illustrated this. 

The Shiv Sena-BJP Government's decision to wind up the 
Srikrishna Commission's enquiry into the Mumbai riots is a brazen 
step intended to cover up their complicity in the anti-minority 
violence. This is another instance of the BJP's willingness to trample 
upon the rights of the minorities. 

Forge Third Alternative 
The discrediting of both the Congress(!) and the BJP has created 

a situation favourable for the Left, democratic and secular forces 
to rally the people. The Polit Bureau underlined the urgency of 
sorting out the problems in constituting the third force. The Polit 
Bureau requested the Janata Dai president to immediately take the 
initiative to cement the alliance with the Samajwadi Party. The 
rally organised by the Samajwadi Party in Delhi shows that such 
an alliance will meet with good response from the people. 

Vote on Account : A Propaganda Exercise 
The Polit Bureau noted that the vote on account exercise 

presented by the Finance Minister in parliament is nothing but a 
propaganda exercise for the ruling party for the elections. The 
manipulation of statistics to present a rosy picture of the economy 
cannot cover up the sufferings of the people with ever-increasing 
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pnce n-;e, growmg unemployment ,md the r.ipdc1ou'> tran-;fer of 
we.ilth to the rich dt the expem.e of the poor. The failure to reduce 
the fr.,c,ll def1c1t and 111ab11tty to mcred~e Government revenue~ 
ha-, led to growing mdebtedness, and the intere~t burden of the 
Government for the ye.ir 1996-97 1~ gomg to be Rs.60,000 crore. 

Foreign Policy: Succumbing to U.S. Pressures 
The N.iras1mhd R.io Government has eroded the mdependent 

foreign poltcy of the country. lb recent silence on the U.S. 
manoeuvre~ to condemn Cuba for defendmg Its d1r-;pace and 
~overeignty shows the extent to which it defer~ to the USA's 
mtlmidatmg tactics. Similarly, the Rao Government 1~ backtracking 
on India's principled support to the S.iharwtan people's struggle 
for -;elf-determination. The Government has withheld approv.il for 
the appomtment of the new amb.t'>">ddor of the S.ih.irw1 Arab 
Democr,1t1c Republic for the pa">t one year The policy of non
altgnment and support to the national ltberat1on ~truggle~ i~ now 
diluted under the pre~sure of U.S 1mpenalt~m. 

Purulia Arms Drop: Book The Guilty 
The Poltt Bureau noted th.it the CBI inve~t1g.it1on'> have revedled 

that the Purulta arm~ dropping wa~ organi~ed by the Anand Marg. 
All the evidence points to a large-~c.ile compiracy by a network 
with intern.ition.il r.im1ficatton~ It 1~ e">~ential that the CBI uncover 
the full ~cope of th1~ ">Ubver~1on. Stnct action will have to be taken 
agam-;t the An.ind M.irg1~ involved in th1~ ~enou~ ~tep agam'>t the 
country\ '>ecunty. Tho~e guilty of the ~ecunty lap'>e mmt al~o be 
brought to book. 

No Discrimination Against Tripura 
The Poltt Bureau heard a report about the situation m Tnpura in 

the ltght of the <;tepped up extrem1'>t act1vit1es. The Poltt Bureau 
expressed concern at the attitude of the Central Government which 
has not been as<;1sting the State Government by additional 
deployment of adequate param1lttary forces and not providing the 
small sum of Rs. 3.55 crore reque-,ted by the State Government for 
the modern1~at1on of the police force. It 1~ 1mperat1ve thdt the Central 
Government not act in a part1~an manner to en~ure that the unity of 
the tnbal and non-tnbal people to which the Left Front is committed 
1s pre..,erved and defended. 
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Election Preparations 
The Polit Bureau heard repotts from the West Bengal and Kerala 

state units about the political situation in these two states with regard 
to the assembly elections and the preparations for the election 
struggle. In West Bengal, the Party and the Left Front have geared 
up its mass mobilisation campaigns to meet the negative tactics of 
the Congress(!). The Left Front is fully confident of foiling the 
disinformation campaign of the Congress(I) and winning the 
mandate of the people once again. In Kerala, the UDF misrule and 
corruption have been effectively exposed by the Left Democratic 
Front. The LDF is poised to elicit a positive response from the 
people. 

The Polit Bureau decided to continue holding a series of rallies, 
both independently and jointly with its allies, in the different states 
as part of its electoral mobilisation. 

A meeting of the Left parties will be held soon to discuss ways 
for effective joint Left intervention in the elections. 

Party's Election Manifesto 
The Polit Bureau discussed the election manifesto of the party 

for the forthcoming Lok Sabha elections. The manifesto contains 
a strong critique of the Narasimha Rao Government's economic 
and other policies; it exposes the BJP's communal platform and its 
hypocritical claims to be a party different from the Congress, and 
sets out the necessity for a third alternative before the people. The 
manifesto will be finalised and released shortly. 



Central Committee Greets 
Communist Party of U .S.A. * 

On the occ.i~1on of the 26th convention of the Communist Party of 
USA the Central Committee of the Communist P.uty of India 
(M.irxi-.t) ~ends its fraternal greeting~. 

This convention is bemg held 111 the background of a very 
complicated international situation. After the d1smtegration of the 
Soviet Union and the rever5.es and setback to sociafom in the 
countrie1; of East Europe, U.S. 1mpen<lli5.m 1s hastening its efforts 
for global hegemony. The imperialist v1s1on of a 'new world order' 
is bemg unfolded pol1tically, m1litanly and econom1cally. For the 
people of the developing world therefore, thi~ mean-. mcrea~ed 
exploitdtion at the hands of the dome-;tic rulmg cla5.~e5. and by 
1mper1ahsm. In !-.uch a situation, therefore, the 1mmed1ate ta1;k before 
the progressive and communist movement in the world is to 
strengthen the anti-1mperiahst struggles throughout the world. 

In this context, 1t 1s very nece~sary to strengthen the bonds of 
friend!.h1p <lnd cooperation among the Commumsts and progressives 
the world over. As anticipated, the commu111st movement 1s 
regroupmg and re-emergmg as the most cons1~tent fighter against 
explo1tat1on. 

The CPI{M) 1s confident that the Communist Party of USA with 
its glorious traditions of anti-imperiali5.t struggles will continue to 
1;trengthen it~ contnbution toward5. th15. struggle. 

The Communbt Party oflndia (Marx1~t) once again conveys it!-. 
revolutionary greetmgs to the 26th convention of the Communist 
Party of USA. 

March 2. 1996 
Central Committee, Communist Party of India (Marxist) 

*Published m "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, MJrch 10, 1996 



CPl(M)'s Election Manifesto-1996 
For Eleventh Lok Sabha Elections* 

Brothers and Sisters, 
Once again all of us are in the midst of a very significant electoral 

battle. 
These elections come at a time when our country and people 

face the deepest multi-dimensional crisis afflicting India since 
independence. 

The gains made by the freedom struggle, the sacrifices of 
countless martyrs and the vision of an independent India wedded 
to the principles of democracy, secularism, self-reliance, social 
justice and federalism is today coming under severe strain. 

The policies pursued by the Congress(!) Government under the 
!MF/World Bank dictates have led the country on a path that 
severely mortgage our economic sovereignty. During the last five 
years, the entire self-reliant basis of independent India is being 
systematically dismantled. The country is neck deep in foreign 
debt. The plight of the working people has worsened with relentless 
price rise, growing unemployment; poverty is increasing, the 
disparities between the rich and the poor further widened 
alarmingly. And in the process, the ruling politician-businessmen· 
bureaucrat nexus has been looting the country through 
unprecedented institutionalised corruption. 

During the same period the unity and integrity oflndia has been 
continuously assaulted by the communal forces. The brazen 
destruction of the Babri Masjid represented the gravest attack on 
India's secular fabric. The communal holocaust that followed 
claimed thou~ands of lives sowing the seeds of insecurity deeper 

*Published as a booklet in March 1996. Also published in "PEOPLE S 
DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, March 24, 1996 
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amongst the minority community. India's intricate social fabric
multi-religious, multi-linguistic, diverse cultural traditions and 
customs-woven together in the long years of common struggles 
and co-existence is being perilously threatened. The Congress(!) 
Government during the last five years instead of meeting this 
challenge squarely has adopted a policy of compromise towards 
these communal forces bolstenng their activities. 

The umty and integrity of our country is further threatened by the 
continued separatist activities both in Kashmir and in the North-East. 

The threats to national security were demonstrated in the manner 
m which our country's borders were infringed and sophisticated 
weapons dropped on Indian territory in Purulia to fuel anti-national 
activities. 

The federal democratic polity is coming under severe strain. 
The institutions of parliamentary democracy and Centre-State 
relations far from being strengthened have been further 
undermined. The economic policies have widened regional 
disparities. The youth of the country is being bombarded by 
degenerate culture through 'open-sky' media onslaught. · 

These years have also seen growing atrocities on Dahts. The 
consciousness of the oppressed castes against the injustice mounted 
on them over the years has grown. The struggle for social justice 
strengthened. At the same time, d1v1sive caste appeals spread 
animosity and widen social divisions. The rights of the tnhuls 
contmue to be encroached while their hvmg conditions deteriomte. 

These five years have seen a stark degeneration of morul vulut"s. 
There has been an alarrmng nse m the cnmmuh,ution of MlC111I 
life. Increasing cases of daco1ty. unhe.ird of u1roct11t"'I n~iun't 
women and the girl child have charactemed this period. 

The unprecedented crimmah!iat10n of pol1t1c!'I and lfl!\llll1t1om1ll'1t'tt 
corruption is threatening the very ba!'ll!i of parhunlt4ntury dcmt\\.'nt'-'Y· 
The rulmg Congress(I) is leadmg this deg1mera11on uhly "''''It'd hy 
the BJP. 

Thus, in every sphere of our CX1'lencc, the l1t'll f'1vc )'t'lt1111 h1w~ 
seen the country reach a sorry pal!!'I. The irony of' the 101111tth1n i
that despite Indians matching the world'11 ht111t uf nt'1Htv~ 
endeavours, despite some outMandmg 11cit1ntlf1c ttdvttnn:1 .. , Hlli1 
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period has seen the miseries of the people mounting. This has not 
only been a period of missed opportunities to ameliorate the lot of 
the people, it has been a period when the livelihood and secunty 
of vast millions has sharply deteriorated. What is at stake today 1s 

the very existence of a modem India centered around a v1s1on that 
emerged in the long arduous struggle for our independence. The 
choice that the people will exercise in_ the commg elections will 
determine the direction in which India will develop. The urgent 
need is to stop this rot. The alternative is to degenerate into a 
fatricidal internecine strife while the economic independence of 
our country itself is under threat. The urgent need is to uphold all 
those values that cement the unity and integrity of our country and 
put the country back on the rails of a vibrant self-reliant proud 
independent India. 

It is with this sense of urgency that the CPI(M) appeals to our 
fellow-Indians to come forward to save India today to change India 
for the better tomorrow. Defeat those forces which have brought 
India to such a sorry pass, elect those whose patriotic credentials, 
whose commitment to secularism are above suspect. It is only the 
united Left democratic secular forces that can today meet the 
challenges of our times and carry India forward with its head held 
high to the twentyfirst century. 

Congress(!) Rule 
The last five years of the Congress(!) rule has been a period of 

chronic instability for the people of our country. 
The economic policies of unbridled liberalisation has led to 

large-scale privatisation. Multinational corporations have gained 
entry into the core sectors of telecommuncations, power, coal, steel, 
oil, etc: The public sector is being sold off. The financial sectors
banks, insurance, etc. is sought to be privatised. At the same tune, 
the country's total debt has crossed Rs.6 lakh crore. The interest 
pa~ment on this in the current year is over ~s.60,000 crores 
equivalent to our entire fiscal deficit in the current year. The net 
result has been the mortgaging of the economy and undermining 
its self-reliant basis. 

These policies have meant a bonanza for the big business and 
misery for the mass of the people. Companies like ITC, Reliance, 
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Larsen & Toubro, Mahindra & Mahindra have seen an increase in 
their profits by over 300 per cent. At the opposite-end every aspect 
of a common man's existence has worsened. 

The conditions in rural India, which houses two-thirds of our 
population has distinctly worsened. The real wages of agricultural 
workers have fallen. Their cost of living index has risen the sharpest. 
There are widespread reports of starvation deaths. The refusal to 
implement land reforms has kept the vast mass of peasantry in 
conditions of abject poverty. The growth of foodgrain production 
is just about keeping pace with the population growth. Coupled 
wtth the scuttling of the public distribution system, this implies a 
grave threat to food security for the most needy. The refusal to 
evolve a national water policy results in crores of rupees worth of 
property and precious lives being lost due to annual floods and 
drought. On top of this come the burdens of the new economic 
policy. 

Price Rise: On the economic front, the Congress(!) had 
promised in 1991 election manifesto that within the first 100 days 
the prices of essential commodities will be rolled back to levels of 
July 1990. Datly experience has shown all of us that the results 
have been to the contrary. Rice costs double of what it cost in 
1991; the prices of pulses ( dal) have risen nearly twice and in 
some cases three times; edible oil has become more expensive. So 
has wheat, sugar, tea and even salt. During these five years, the 
Central Government resorted to unprecedented administrative price 
hikes. In fact, every single item that constitutes the daily 
consumption basket of millions of Indians is today much more 
expensive, nearly double of what it was five years ago. 

Unemployment: The Congress(I) had promised that it will create 
10 million new jobs per year. Instead, what is the situation today? 
In January 1995, 36,737,000 people were registered at the 
employment exchanges, an increase of 444,000 from January 1994. 
Over four lakh industrial units that employed lakhs of people are 
today either closed or sick. In fact, instead of increasing, 
employmenteven those who were employed earlier are on the 
streets. Additionally, the privatisation of the public sector is 
reducing the employment potential. The government's plans would 
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result in some 646,000 people who were employed m the pubhc 
sector being eventually retrenched. According to the government 
itself I 4 lakh public sector employees had already had to face the 
axe. Many schemes have been announced by the government wllh 
much fanfare. But they have miserably failed to provide any rehef 
to the people. Of the allocation made only 14.3 per cent reaches the 
needy. 

Education: The Congress(O had pronused expanding investment 
in primary and secondary education. Instead, in real terms, there 
has been a contraction of Central Government's expenditure 
Privatisation and commercialisation of education have been 
highlights making both the access to and cost of education beyond 

the reach of the common man. 
Health: The Congress(!) had promised an increase in allocation 

for public health to achieve Health for All by 2000. Instead there 
has been an actual decline in the per capita health expenditure from 
Rs.120 to Rs.116, on the public health system from Rs.103 to Rs. 
94 and on disease control programmes from Rs. I 03 to Rs 89 
(between 89-90 and 92-93). The withdrawal of the government 
from its obligations in this sector resulted in skyrocketing of cost 
of health facilities with privatisation which is keeping the health 
requirements of the people beyond their reach. At the same time, 
the prices of medicines have shot up drastically, keeping them 
beyond the reach of those who need them most. This has resulted 
in a massive outbreak of diseases and the death of lakhs of people 
due to completely preventable and curable diseases like malaria 
and TB. 

Poverty: It had promised the reduction of poverty. According 
to the Planning Commission's own figures, the number of people 
below the poverty line increased from 35.6 per cent in 1990-91 to 
39.6 per cent in 1994-95. 

Food Security: It had promised expansion of the pubhc 
distribution system and its greater reach to feed the needy. Instead, 
what we see during these five years has been a sharp decline in the 
quantity bought by the people through the public distribution system. 
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This has been primarily due to the fact that the prices of rice have 
been doubled and that of wheat increased by 75 per cent in the 
ration shops during this period. The threat to food security is bound 
to aggravate in the coming years with the shift from foodgrain 
production to commercial crops as a result of the new agricultural 

policies. 
Foreign Debt: It had promised to prevent India falling into a 

debt trap. During these years, India's foreign debt has risen to over 
Rs. 600,000 crore. In 1993-94, the indebtedness of the country 
increased by Rs. 244 crore every day or over 10 crore every hour. 
India today is the third largest debtor in the world. 

It had promised to curb conspicuous consumption and tackle 
the menace of black money. On the contrary, these five years have 
seen the illegal and immoral enrichment of the ruling politician
businessman-bureaucrat nexus and maximum growth in corruption 
and black money. 

Threats to Secularism: It 1s in this sphere that the Congress(I)'s 
betrayal to both India as a nation and people has been exposed. 

It has promised that it will protect the Babri Masjid and firmly 
implement the status quo of all existing places of worship as of 
15th August, 1947. 

The despicable destruction of the Babri Masjid by the BJP/RSS/ 
VHP combine and the continuously compromising positions taken 
by the Congress(!) leadership has contributed to worsening of the 
communal situation in our country. The Congress(!) had promised 
in its manifesto last time that all parties must "respect the order 
and verdict of the court". 

Yet it allowed the demolition to take place. Subsequently, instead 
of clubbing all pending cases and bringing them before the Supreme 
Court for speedy disposal as suggested by the CPl(M), it 
deliberately stalled the issue even after the demolition and adopted 
the wrong method of a presidential reference on whether the 
mosque was built on any Hindu religious structure. The Supreme 
Court refused to rightly entertain such a reference. The net result 
is that till date there has been no solution. Thus, its abject 
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compromise with the communal forces led to the worsening of the 
situation where casualties in the communal riots during the last 
five years and the loss of property has been the highest in recent 
memory. 

Kashmir: It had promised that a political solution to the problem 
Despite the change in mood of the people in the valley who are 
getting increasingly alienated with the extremists, the last five yem 
have seen the total absence of a political initiative to solve the 
problem. 

Women: It had promised a better deal for women of India. 
Instead, what we have seen during the last five years has been a 
sharp rise in all forms of atrocities perpetuated against women 
The brunt of the negative impact of the economic policies is bemg 
borne by working women. 

Electoral Reforms: It had promised electoral reforms to curb 
both the excessive use of money and muscle power. It has singularly 
failed to bring forward any proposal during these last five years 

Foreign Policy: It had promised the strengthening of the non· 
aligned foreign policy of our country. The last five years have seen 
unashamed succumbing to pressures of U.S. imperialism in matters 
of defence including the beginning of hitherto unknown military 
pacts with the U .S.A. Its vacillation in the foreign policy have seen 
Indian troops acting under U .N ./U.S. commands in various parts 
of the world violating the accepted Indian principles of non· 
interference in the internal affairs of other countries. In fact, at a 
time when the U .S imperialism is attempting to impose its New 
World Order, India's traditional anti-imperialist voice in international 
fora was missing. As one of the leaders of the NAM, India during 
these five years, miserably failed to discharge its anti-impenahst 
duties. 

In short, on each and every promise that the Congress(U had 
made to the people five years ago, the results have been quite 
opposite. As a consequence, the living conditions of the people have 
worsened, the country's unity and security further threatened and 
economic sovereignty and self-reliance further jeopardised. 
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Corruption-Order of the Day 
These five years have seen totally unprecedented levels of 

mstltutionalised corruption. The hallmark of the Narasimha Rao 
regime has been the exponential growth of both the number of 
scams and the amount looted through them. No area was left 
untouched, no stone unturned to loot public assets by the criminal 
ruling party politician-businessman-bureaucrat nexus. 

The Rao Government began its tenure by stalling the Bofors 
investigation that is not complete till date. Then came the bank 
scam, the disinvestment of public sector scam, the sugar scam, 
Bailad1la mine deal, Enron deal, Railway-ABB deal, telecom scam 
and finally the hawala scam. For the first time since independence, 
as many as 15 ministers of the Rao cabinet were forced to resign 
under a cloud. There are many other scams as well-St. Kitts, 
Goldstar, etc. Chandraswami continues to be a free man due to 
political patronage. The very fact that the Rao Government that 
assumed office as a minority government turned itself into a 
majority by organising defections using its money power speaks 
volumes. Moral and material corruption has become the order of 
the day. 

The Congress(!) party is now a political party with no internal 
democracy and plagued by internecine quarrels; it has turned itself 
mto an organisation whose leadership is abandoning all 
commitment to the national cause. 

Defeat Congress(I) -Defeat Hawala Government 
The only answer to redeem the situation is to prevent the return 

of the Congress(!) to the helm of affairs. Defeat of the Congress (I) 
signifies the safeguarding of the vision of modem independent India 
that we shaped during the freedom struggle. 

THE COMMUNAL DANGER 
Never since the partition of the country, have the communal 

forces mounted such an offensive as has been witnessed during 
the last five years. Violating all assurances to the National 
Integration Council, Supreme Court and to the people, the BJP 
went ahead and organised the dastardly demolition of the Bahri 
Masjid. This was followed by a period of worst social instability 
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with large-scale spread of communal riots, wanton k1lhngs and 
destruction of property. The BJP brazenly defended this action In 
order to consohdate the communal forces, it struck an alliance with 
the rabid communal and chauvamst Shiv Sena in Maharashtra 

Durmg these five years, the BJP sought to pro3ect itself as a 
responsible opposition claiming to be a party with a difference. On 
each of the planks, it has been exposed before the people With 
great fanfare, it announced adherence to its policy of "Swadeshi" 
and even promised the electorate before the assembly elections ID 

Maharashtra that it would cancel the dubious deal with Enron and, 
in fact, expel the MNC from the country. But as things have turned 
out, it has not only renegotiated with Enron but has, m fact, 
facilitated greater penetration of the multinational corporation ID 

our power sector. On every other matter of importance, pohcy 
prescript10n, it has gone along with the Congress(l) in introducmg 
this policy of unbridled liberalisation that is undermmmg the 
economic sovereignty of our country. Its State Governments pursue 
the same policies leading to the worsening of people's hvmg 
conditions. 

It had projected itself as a party with a different culture distinct 
from the self-seeking poht1cians and opportunistic elements that 
have gathered in the Congress(I). However, the whole exercise m 
Gujarat and the internal bickering in the Party in other states where 
it is in power have shown that its leadership is also replete with 
people of the same culture as that of the Congress(!) whose self
seeking opportunism precedes the interests of the country. 

Similarly, with its highest leadership involved in the hawala 
scandal, it has shown itself as a party that is no different from the 
Congress(!) as far as looting the country is concerned. 

With this track record, the communal forces in the recent penod 
once again seek to mount an offensive spreading deeper the poison 
of hatred against the minorities in order to garner more votes. The 
Vishwa Hindu Parishad has issued a blueprint for Hmdu Rashtra 
while whi pp mg up the campaign for the destruction of the mosques 
in Kashi and Mathura. The other outfits of the RSS are also active 
in organising various activities towards this end. Its State 
Government in Maharashtra has abolished the Minoriues 
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Commission. It also wound up the Srikrishna Commission enquiring 
into the Bombay riots, brazenly patronising criminal communal 

elements. 

Defeat BJP-Defeat Communal Forces 
In the background of these developments and considering ~he 

fact that the BJP had emerged in the last elections as the maJor 
opposition m parliament and m power in four state legislat~res, it 
still represents the most consolidated danger to the very ~mty a~d 
integrity of our country. It is out to destroy the very social fabric 
thdt composes India. It 1s, therefore, necessary that this communal 
challenge be squarely met with and that these forces be defeated 
m the coming elections. 

Role of the CPl(M) 
The consistent, principled and firm role of the CPI(M) and the 

Left in mamtaming the unity of our country against all divisive 
and communal onslaughts is there before the people. 

The CPl(M) has been in the forefront in the struggle against 
communalism. West Bengal and Kerala are like oasis of harmony 
m the otherwise desert of communal strife. The CPI(M) has been 
the staunchest defender of national unity. In Punjab alone, more 
than 200 CPl(M) members, the best of patriots in contemporary 
India, were martyred in the struggle against terrorism. In Kashmir 
and elsewhere, the CPI(M) has been m the forefront championing 
the unity of India in countering the separatist forces. It has earnestly 
defended the concept of social justice and the rights of the backward 
castes, Scheduled castes, Scheduled tribes. During the last five 
years, the CPI(M) and the Left have been in the forefront in 
opposmg the new economic policies that are bartering away the 
sovereignty of our country. 

The CPI(M) initiated the strengthening of Left unity in the 
present situation. The Left alone, with its consistency and firmness, 
can meet the challenges before the people. During these years, 
this untty in people's struggles, whether on the question of the 
opposition to the GAIT 1994, privatisation of public sector or the 
question of attacks on the rights of the working people, it is the 
Left-led mass organisations that have Jed the united resistance 
including four all India industrial strikes and big mass actions. 
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Role of CPl(M)-Led Left Front Governments 
In stark contrast to the record of the Congress(!) and the BJP 

Governments has been that of the Left Front Government m 
West Bengal which for 19 long years has been in power with its 
mandate bemg renewed in every subsequent election. It has provided 
the most stable government independent India has ever seen and 
during this period, working people of West Bengal have achieved 
unprecedented gains. It has been the outpost of communal harmony 
and staunchest protector of the rights of the minorities. Its record 
in the implementation of land reforms, protection of the rights of 
the working people, decentralisation of power to the panchayats, 
consolidation of the panchayati raj structure and taking democracy 
to the grassroots have all been achievements unparalleled elsewhere 
during the last five years. 

Tripura, under the Left Front rule, has emerged distinct from the 
rest of the North-East because of the role of the CPl(M) m 
maintaining the unity of the tribal and non-tribal people in Tnpura, 
protecting the interests of the tribal community and safeguarding 
their rights. · 

If Kerala today has some of the best social development 
indicators in India like literacy, health, etc., it is because of the 
foundations laid by the Communist-led governments in the past. 
Of particular significance are the land reforms initiated and 
implemented by the Left. Whenever the CPl(M)-led governments 
were voted to office, they have left their mark through their policies 
and practice. 

Elect CPI(M) Candidates 
Above all, in the existing morass of corruption, criminalisation 

and moral degeneration, it is the CPI(M) and the Left that have 
emerged most credible. It is with the above record that the CPl(M) 
is appealing to the Indian people to rise to the occasion in these 
grave circumstances to defeat the Congress(!) and the BJP. 

Vote Left, Secular, Democratic Forces 
. The ~iscont~nt amongst the people against Congress(!) polici~s 
is ?rowmg rapidly. On the other hand, this growing discontent ~s 
bemg sought to be exploited by the communal forces for their 
political gains. 
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The people of our country, however, have voted, as in the last 
round of assembly elections, against the Congress(!) and BJP 
wherever the Left, democratic and secular forces presented an 
alternative. 

In this background, it becomes imperative for every patriot to 
defeat the Congress(I) and the BJP and in their place elect Left, 
secular, democratic candidates to the 11 th Lok Sabha so that India 
can be saved today in order to change it for the better tomorrow. 

ELECTION PROGRAMME 
Taking into account the multi-dimensional crisis that is afflicting 

the country and the people, the CPl(M) places before the electorate 
the following programme of demands as a part of its election 
platform. The electoral platform must be a part of the wider political 
struggle to achieve these demands which will strengthen 
democracy, secularism, national unity, strive for economic and 
social justice for the toiling people and to eradicate the curse of 
corruption. 

Economy 
1. Safeguard the country's economic sovereignty and 

strengthen its self-reliance; reverse the policies of 
unbridled liberalisation which undermine our sovereignty. 

2. Stop privatisation of public sector; revise telecom, power 
policies, stop privatisation of financial sector; streamline 
public sector enterprises, provide them autonomy from 
bureaucratic controls and ensure workers' participation 
in management. 

3. Curb price rise and ensure food security by expanding the 
public distribution system bringing into its ambit 14 
essential commodities and reduce prices by 50 per cent; 
reduce issue price of foodgrains. 

4. Reverse the present industrial policy; new policy to 
strengthen indigenous industry and domestic capacities; 
end ~o prefe~ential treatment to foreign investors, entry of 
foreign capital to be decided on national priorities and 
technology needs. 

5. No amendment of the Indian Patent Act of 1970 which will 
erode India's sovereign right to develop domestic R&D. 



700 Documents of The Communist Movement tn India 

Rights of the Working People 
6. Ensuring need-based minimum wages for workers, 

protective legislation for unorganised workers; protection 
of Jabour from severe exploitation; protectwn of 
employment and emoluments and inflation-linked mcrease 
m wages; report of the Fifth Pay Commission for 
Government employees to be expedited and 1mplemented. 

7. Recognition of Trade Unions through secret ballot. 
8. Granting of pension to working people as a third benefit, 

one-rank-one-pension for ex-servicemen; upgrading 
pensions of all categories of pensioners in consonance with 
the cost of hvmg~ protection of the rights of handicapped 
employees. 

9. Handloom Weavers: Yam to be provided at control rate 
for weavers and provide adequate infrastructure for the 
marketing of their goods. 

Improving Living Conditions 
10. Guarantee right to work as a fundamental right, release 

accumulated food stocks to start food-for-work programmes 
to generate employment. 

11. Increase allocation for basic health and sanitation. Stop 
privatisation of health facilities; ensure provision of 
drinking water to all villages and for the control of 
preventable diseases. 

12. Increase allocation on education and mass literacy Stop 
privatisation and commercialisation of education, the 
allocation must be at least 1 O per cent of the national budget 
and 30 per cent of the state budgets; free and compulsory 
education must be guaranteed by law for all children up to 
the age of 14 years; syllabus and curriculum to strengthen 
scientific temper, secularism, national unity and integrity 

13. Housing to be accorded the status of basic right; housing 
schemes for urban and rural poor to be implemented as an 
urgent priority. 

14. A proper water resource policy to prevent the annual 
scourge of floods and droughts; immediate and adequate 
relief for those affected by these. 
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Agrarian Sector . _ . 
15. Implementation of land refonns by pluggmg loophole~ m 

the law and distribution of land~ reversal of laws brought 
in due to the new economic policies diluting the land 
reform provisions~ creation of authentic land_ r~form 
records; security of tenure for tenants; prov1s1on of 

homestead land for rural poor. 
16. Greater plan allocation for spread of irrigation; proper 

schemes for crop insurance. 
17. Central legislation protecting the rights of agricultural 

workers, their wages, living conditions and social benefits. 
18. Proper facilities for assistance to producers of traditional 

crops and protection of markets and sources of raw 

material. 
19. Expansion of credit facilities for the poor peasantry and 

agncultural labour. 
20. Fishermen: No licences for deep sea fishing to foreign 

companies and joint ventures. Protect rights of fishing 
people. 

Social Justice 
21. Prevention of atrocities against scheduled castes; end to 

discrimination and strict implementation of laws 
guaranteeing equality. 

22. Prevention of atrocities against tribals; protection of land, 
culture and language of tribal people; granting of autonomy 
for compact contiguous tribal majority areas within the 
framework of the existing states. 

23. Implementation of reservations for scheduled castes/ 
scheduled tribes and backward classes. Within reservation 
forOBC's implement creamy layer principle so that needy 
sections are benefited most. If vacancies exi~t after 
application of creamy layer criteria then they should be 
filled up by candidates from within the same communities. 
Reservation to be extended to Christians from converted 
scheduled castes. 

Women 
24. Protection of the rights of women, stringent meaciures 

against atrocities and crimes against women, 
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implementation of legal and democratic rights guaranteed 
tn the Constitution; increasing opportunities for 
employment and ensuring no discrimination in the pay, 
recruitment and promotion; equal rights in property and 
land for women; issuing of joint pattas for ownership. 

25. Equal legal rights for women of all communities; JOmt 
matrimonial property rights; registration of mamage to 
be made compulsory. 

26. One-third of the seats in legislatures and parliament be 
reserved for women. 

27. Children: Suitable legislation to prevent sexual abuse of 
children; abolition of child labour; adequate child-care 
facilities at work place. 

Strengthen Secularism 
28. Immediate legislation separating religion from politics. 
29. Transfer of all cases connected with the Ayodhya dispute 

to the Supreme Court under Article 138(2) for a speedy 
verdict which will be binding on all sides. 

30. Strict implementation of the status quo of religious places 
as of 15th August, 1947. 

31. Protection of just rights of the minorities; implement the 
provisions of the Constitution to prevent discrimination, 
strengthening security of the life and property of the 
minorities; backwards amongst the minorities be given 
OBC reservations; protection of Urdu language. 

Strengthen Parliamentary Democracy 
32. Immediately set in motion the process of bringing forward 

a legislation for comprehensive electoral reforms to ensure 
the elimination of money and muscle power from elections 
on the basis of the Dinesh Goswami Committee's report; 
amend Sec.77 of the Representation of People's Act to plug 
loopholes in enforcing ceiling on election expenditure of 
candidates. 

33. To check corruption, the immediate setting up of Lok Pal 
bringing in its purview the Prime Minister to be appomted 
by an authority constituting representatives of ~he 
executive, legislature and judiciary; streamline functiomng 



34. 

35. 
36. 
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of investigation agencies, protect them from political 
interference; ensure speedy disposal and appropriate 
action. 
Strict action against all manifestations of criminalisation 
of politics. 
Proportional representation in the electoral system. 
Reforms in judicial system to provide easy and speedy 
relief to the common people. 

Federalism and Decentralisation 
37. Restructuring Centre-State relations with more powers to 

the states; legislative measures to ensure balanced economic 
development to overcome regional imbalances. 

38. Devolution of finances to the states ending 
overcentralisation of resources at the Centre. 

39. Protection of the Rajya Sabha as the "Council of States" 
to defend the federal structure of our Constitution; its 
members must belong to the states they are elected from. 

40. Decentralisation of democracy to the grassroots; proper 
devolution of power to the panchayats; strengthen 
panchayat raj institutions; financial assistance to 
panchayats to flow through State Governments. 

Defend National Unity 
41. Immediate announcement of political solution for the 

Kashmir problem which must include defence of Article 
370 and a review of the erosion which has taken place 
since 1953 by the elected state assembly; granting 
maximum autonomy within the framework of the Indian 
Constitution; compensation and adequate measures for 
those displaced from the state and a comprehensive 
economic package for development, generating 
employment opportunities. 

Foreign Policy 
42. Defence of the non-aligned foreign policy; world peace 

and spirit of national independence; firm resistance against 
U.S. imperialist attempts to impose its New World Order; 
strengthen international anti-imperialist solidarity; 
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strengthen South-South cooperation; rebuff impenahst 
efforts to subvert our independent development and 
resistance to its attempts to impose its NPT and CTBT 
cancellation of the military cooperation pact with USA 

Culture and Media 
43. State support for expansion of cultural facilities, 

encouragement of activities aimed to take democratic 
culture to the mass of the people. 

44. - Implement autonomy for the official electronic media 
updating the Prasar Bharati Act provisions; legislation to 
prevent growth of monopolies in print and electronic media 
which is inherently undemocratic; no foreign ownership of 
print media; ensure states have say in media pohcy and 
control on Doordarshan and AIR. 

Science 
45. Science and technology policy which encourages creative 

work, scientific temper and strengthens the self-rehant 
basis of India's development. 

Environment 
46. An environment policy which is integrated with the needs 

of rapid and sustainable economic development; stnngent 
action against contractors illegally cutting down forests, 
strict pollution control against industries using hazardous 
technology which affect health of workers, the 
neighbourhood; provision of adequate rehabilitation 
package for persons displaced by development projects, 
particularly for adivasis who are most affected. 

It is on the basis of such a programme that the CPI(M) appeals 
to the Indian people to defeat the Congress(!) and the BJP and 
vote for the Left, democratic and secular candidates in the coming 
elections. 

The dangers being faced by the country today demand of every 
patriotic citizen a response that they owe both to the motherland 
and to themselves. The CPI(M) with its decades-long record of 
consistent and selfless commitment to defend our country's unity 
and integrity and to advance people's welfare has, dunng these 
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last five years, been in the forefront of people's struggles facing 
all the grave challenges. Its increased representation in the 
parliament, strengthening of the Left in parliament and the 
combination of the Left, democratic and secular forces alone can 
today further the struggle to face the challenge of safeguarding 
our country and championing the people's interests. 

The Indian people have, at all crucial moments, shown a high 
degree of patnotism and strong sense of secular unity in rejecting 
those who betray the country's interests and the people's unity. 
The betrayers must be rejected in totality. This opportunity must 
be fully utilised and the CPI(M) calls upon the electorate to come 
forward in unprecedented numbers to ensure the defence of a 
democratic, secular, federal, modem India in order to take it on a 
path of prosperity, unity and integrity. 



CBI Shielding Rao* 

Statement Dated March 26, 1996 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The CBI's attempt to minimi:,e the role of Prrme Mrnhter 
Nara:,imha Rao in the St. Kitts forgery case is nothing but a blatant 
attempt to coverup his serious mi:,demeanour. The CBI ha~ depme<l 
before the Supreme Court that the role of Mr Rao, the then Mm1\ter 
for External Affairs, was "limited only to the extent of his a\kmg 
the Consul General for consular attestation of the said documents" 
The CBI cannot deny that these were forged document~ to falsely 
implicate the son of Shri V.P. Singh by a criminal conspiracy One 
of the main conspirators in this was none other than Chandra:,w<1m1 
The CBI investigation has shown that, during this period, 
Mr. Nara~1mha Rao was in close contact with Chandra:.wam1 m 
New York who was staying at Khashogi 's apartment. It is amazmg 
that contrary to the CBI's own investigation report which shows 
Mr Rclo's full complicity in the fabrication of the document~. the 
CBI has sought to let him off the hook. 

It will be m the interests of justice that all the mve<1t1gat1on 
material with the CBI is submitted to the Supreme Court for tf\ 

scrutiny and considered judgement on how to proceed with the 
case. 

This becomes all the more nece'>sary in the light of the two
member Bench of the Supreme Court expressing tt~ d1ssat1sfact10n 
at the way the case against Chandraswami was bemg investigated 
The court has indicated that, as in the hawala case. it may have to 
monitor the investigation directly. Both these cases are a strong 
and damning indictment of the Prime Minister. He h.is spared no 

*Pubh-.hed m "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY". New Delhi, March 31. 1996 ·CBI 
me.ms 'Central Bureau of lnvestlgation' of the Union Government ot lndiJ 
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effort to protect the notonous godman who h.is mdulged m all 
!->Orts of cnminal activities. At no time ha~ a Prime Mini!->ter been 
~o lowered m the eyes of the people of the country. The only course 
open to Mr. Rao now is to resign from the Prime Min1ster~hip. His 
refu~al to do so will be Judged severely by the people m the 
forthcoming elections. 



CPl(M) Demands Probe into 
Delhi Explosion* 

Statement Dated April 21, 1996 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau to Press 

The CPl(M) expre..,..,es it~ deep shock at the explo~1011 dt a hotel m 
New Delhi which ha~ led to the total de~truction of the building 
The bla..,t ha~ already claimed the live~ of 15 per~ons, mcludmg 
foreign tounst~. and many more are feared dead and badly lllJUred 
The explo~ion which took place in the heart of the capital md1cate~ 
that explosives were utilised in a premeditated plan to stnke terror 

The Polit Bureau urges upon the Central Government and the 
mvest1gatmg agencies to take prompt ~tep~ to uncover the 
conspiracy and to track down the culprits. Such dn incident 
occumng on the eve of the elections i~ ominom. 

The Polit Bureau convey~ its heartfelt condolences to the 
familte<; of those killed m the bla~t. It calls for effective med1cJI 
treatment for all the injured per~on~. 

*Puhli~hed in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, Apnl 28. 1996 



CPl(M) Cassettes Banned in Kerala: 
High-Handed Order Must be 
Withdrawn* 

Statement Dated April 23, 1996 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

rn 

In an arbitrary and unfounded action the district collectors of 
Ernakulam and Kozhikode districts in Kerala have prohibited the 
showing of a video cassette prepared by the CPl(M) entitled 
Vicharana. The district authorities have declared that the visual 
scenes of the Babri Masjid and the Bombay riots in the cassette 
will promote enmity between classes during elections and 
demanded the expunging of the relevant portions. They have also 
threatened prosecution if the cassette is shown as it is. 

The CPI(M) video cassette used in the Kerala campaign depicts 
the Bahri Masjid and the Bombay riots in the context of the menace 
of communalism in the country and the necessity to fight it. To 
portray the film which is against communalism as one promoting 
communalism is a total distortion of the cassette's and our Party's 
stand. The CPl(M) strongly objects to the high-handed bureaucratic 
action taken by the district authorities concerned. It demands the 
immediate cancellation of the order prohibiting the screening of 
the video cassette. The CPl(M) has taken up the matter with the 
Election Commission requesting it to intervene to see that election 
propaganda which sets out the basic position of the Party against 
communalism is in no way curbed. 

*Published in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, Apnl 28, 1996. 



CPl(M) Demands Repoll in 
18 Silchar Booths* 

Statement Dated April 27, 1996 Issued 
by The Polit Bureau to Press 

The CPI(M) has approached the Election Commission demandmg 
re poll in J 8 polling booths in the Silchar Assembly segment of the 
Sikhar parliamentary constituency. Large-scale booth-captunng 
by Congress(!) workers and anti-social elements took place in this 
assembly segment after 12 noon. Vehicles without permits were 
moving for these rigging activities. In Silchar parliamentary 
constituency, the CPI(M) candidate Noorul Huda is contestmg 
against the Congress(l) candidate and Union Minister, Santosh 
Mohan Dev. 

The CPI(M) has demanded repolling in all the affected booths 
and apprehension of the culprits responsible. 

Earlier, the Polit Bureau on April 26, urged the Elecuon 
Commission to put an end to the electoral malpractices being 
indulged in by the Congress (1) candidate and Union Mmist~r, 
Santosh Mohan Dev, in Silchar parliamentary constituency m 
Assam. The CPI(M) candidate contesting in Silchar, Noorul Huda 
has made a series of complaints to the Commission about the efforts 
of Santosh Mohan Dev to vitiate the poll. There were apprehenswns 
of large-scale intimidation and booth-capturing. Instances of money 
and clothes being distributed have been cited. In one example cited. 
envelopes containing Rs. 200 in the name of the District Sports 
Association were being distributed to unemployed youth. 

The record of Santosh Mohan Dev in utilising all methods to 
illegally influence the poJJs is well-known both in his earlier sunt 
in Tripura and in Silchar. The covert use of money power and the 

*Pubhshed in .. PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, May 5, 1996· 
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overt intimidatory acts indulged in by the Union Minister must be 
checked in order to ensure a free and fair poll in Silchar. 

The Election Commission ordered repoHing in same booths, 
according to latest reports, 



Polit Bureau Congratulates 
People of Kerala* 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) has congratulated the people of 
Kerala for giving a decisive victory to the Left Democratic Front 
(LDF) in the assembly elections held in the state. 

In a reaction to the results, the Polit Bureau said, "The people 
of Kerala have voted for the alternative policies proposed by the 
LDF. The disastrous policies of the UDF in the last five years 
have rumed both agriculture and industry in the state. As a result 
of its policies, Kerala is facing an acute power crisis, its pubhc 
distribution system is in shambles, the powers of the panchayat 
raj institutions eroded and there is rampant corruption ID 

administration." 
The Polit Bureau added, "In keeping with the election promises, 

the LDF will pursue policies to revive agriculture and industry, 
solve the power crisis, give more powers to local body institutions 
and cooperatives to ensure rise in production and productivity and 
provide an honest and pro-people administration in Kerala. 

*Published m "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, May 12. 1996. 



Polit Bureau Demands 
Countermanding of Purnea Elections* 

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) has 
demanded the countermanding of the election in Pumea Lok Sabha 
Constituency of Bihar. Since the beginning of the polling on 
May 7, reports have reached of large-scale booth-capturing and 
rigging by Shri Rajesh Ranpn Yadav, alias Pappu Yadav, a person 
with a known criminal record. By 12 noon, over 200 booths were 
completely captured by the armed gangsters of Rajesh Ran Jan and 
the ordinary voters were being terrorised and forced to return from 
the poll mg booths. The collusion with the local authorities is also 
obvious. 

It may be recalled that in the 1991 general elections as well, the 
election was countermanded due to similar incidents. By-elections 
were finally held in 1995 along with the state assembly polls. 

Given this widespread reports of large-scale disruption of the 
polling process, the CPl(M) Polit Bureau has urged the Election 
Commission to immediately announce the countermanding of the 
elections in Purnea Lok Sabha Constituency. Fresh elections may 
be held with proper security arrangements to ensure free and fair 
polls. 

*Published in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, May 12, 1996. 



On Decision of The President 
of India* 

Statement Dated May 15, 1996 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

It is unfortunate that the President has invited the BJP leader, Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee, to form the government, ignoring the claim of 
Mr. Deve Gowda. It is surprising that the leader of a party who 
could muster a strength of less than 200 members of the new 
Lok Sabha has been called to form the government. The leader of 
the secular, democratic and Left parties combination who has also 
got the support of the Congress(!) has mustered the support of over 
318 members. The decision of the President will only provide the 
BJP an opportunity to indulge in unprincipled policies of defections 
and horse-trading. The CPl(M) calls upon all the democratic and 
secular forces to stand unitedly to defeat the BJP. 

*Published m "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, May 19, 1996. 



CPl(M)'s Central Committee on 
Joining The Government 

Statement Dated May 14, 1996 Issued by 
The Central Committee Following its Urgent 
Meeting Held in New Delhi on May 13-14, 1996 

The Central Committee of the CPI(M) approved of the efforts of 
the Polit Bureau to prevent the BJP from coming to power and to 
instal a non-BJP government. 

The Central Committee wants the formation of a non-Congress(!) 
secular government. The CPI(M) will make all efforts to create 
such a government by rallying all the secular and democratic forces. 
In doing so, the CPI(M) will extend all support to such a 
government from outside. 

The Central Committee of the CPI(M) met again today (May 14) 
to consider the appeal of the Left, democratic and secular allies 
for reconsidering its earlier decision. 

Appreciating the spirit of the appeal, the Central Committee 
gave it serious consideration. The Central Committee while 
maintaining its earlier decision, assured a11 the parties concerned 
and the people that the CPI(M) will make its full contribution to 
all efforts to keep the BJP out of power. 

*Published in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, May 26, J 996. 



Polit Bureau on Post-Election 
Situation* 

Released as Polit Bureau Circular No. 6/96 
Dated June 9, 1996 to State Committees of CPl(M) 
for Reporting to Lower Units of The Party 

A meeting of the Polit Bureau and Central Committee of the 
CPI(M) was held between 11 th and l 4th May 1996 immediately 
after the election results of the 1 lth Lok Sabha were announced. 
The meeting had to take stock of the post-election situation. In a 
situation where no party had a majority, the Party had to decide 
how to intervene so that a government of the third alternative is 
formed. The detailed review of the election results will be 
conducted by the Central Committee in its meeting. 

Keeping in view the general elections, the Political Resolution 
of the 15th Congress(!) of the Party had directed that "The CPI(M) 
and the Left must try for an understanding with the secular 
opposition forces to present an effective electoral alternative to 
the Congress(!) and the BJP. The Left alone cannot, in the present 
situation.defeat both these forces. The secular opposition parties 
have, though constrained by the absence of a coherent programme. 
an important role in projecting the immediate electoral alternative". 
It is on the basis of this understanding that the Central Committee 
of the Party worked out the line of mobilising all the Left, 
democratic and opposition secular forces for forging a wider unity 
to present an effective third alternative to the Congress(I) and the 
BJP. 

The Party worked out its concrete electoral tactics based on the 
above understanding. In the months preceding the elections, t~e 
situation was such that the Janata Dai-National Front was in 

disarray. Despite this, in the Assembly elections, the Congress(!) 
was defeated and the possibility of the third force comprising the 
NF-Left and other allies emerged. However, these efforts received 
a set-back with the split in the Telugu Desam in Andhra Pradesh. 
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We had to work out tactics to forge a wider umty of the democrat 1c 
and secular forces in these conditions. After prolonged efforts, the 
Janata Dai and the Samajwadi Party came to an understandmg m 
Uttar Pradesh. This was an important step in view of the vital role 
of the state in the fight against the BJP. We were also successful in 
forgmg an understanding with the AGP in Assam. We also worked 
out correct tactics in relations to the complex situation arising in 
Andhra Pradesh due to the split in the TOP by allying with the 
Chandrababu Naidu wing and appealing for unity against the 
Congress(I). 

Our tactics helped in overcoming some of these problems which 
arose in the process of forgmg wider unity. Though not fully, we 
were successful in drawing together a number of forces and to 
mount a strong electoral campaign expos mg the econonuc poh...:1es 
of the Congress(!) and its misrule and the communal threat posed 
by the BJP. 

The election results have vindicated our lme of Mruggle ug.umt 
the Congress(I) policies and working for the ou..,ler of the 
Narasimha Rao Government. The Congrei.s(l) has suffered II~ worst 
ever defeat in Parliamentary history wllh its strenglh Jn the lol. 
Sabha reduced to 136. The defeat of the Congres~(I) reprei,enb a 
rejection of the policies pursued by the Congre~~(l) Government, 
particularly its economic poltcies, its compromise with the 
communal forces and high level corruption. 

Such a comprehensive defeat of the Congress(I) should h4ve 
paved the way for the advance of the Left, democratic cmd ~ecular 
forces. However, the reactionary BJP with Us communal plalform 
gained the most. It emerged as the large~t single party wllh loO 
seats and along with its allies has a strenglh of 194. 

The emergence of the BJP as the large~t ~Jn~lc party, allow mg 
it to stake its claim to form the government, creatt:d a new ~llU.tllon. 
The threat of the communal forces coming to power al the Centre 
became real given the fact that the BJP 1s based on the RSS, lb 

control of the Central Government would have meant the 
penetration of the orgamsed communal forces mto the Vdfious 
instruments of state power. lt would have created a d.tngcrous 
situation for the country and the Left and democratic movement. 
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The Polit Bureau and the Central Committee considered the 
task of keeping the BJP out of power as the immediate prionty 
task. How to ensure the formation of a non-BJP, non-Congress(n 
Government in such a situation, keeping the electoral verdict m 
view, was the main question before us. 

The combination representing the third force which compnsed 
the Left Parties. the Janata Dai and the Samajwadi Party could not 
win as many seats as we expected. Its total strength came to 113. 
The TDP which was allied with the Left in Andhra Pradesh won 
16 seats and the AGP in Assam won 5 seats. It was this third block 
which had to be the core for a wider formation which could stake 
its claim to form the Government. 

We had to ward off the threat of the BJP coming to power and help 
the formation of a non-Congress(!) Government. For this the Poht 
Bureau and Central Committee decided that in the present situation it 
was necessary to rally all the other non-BJP, non-Congress(!) forces 
and groups which were not allied with our combination before the 
elections. In order to create a viable combination which could stake 
claim to form the Government, it was necessary to draw in some 
important groups such as the DMK and the TMC in Tamil Nadu 
with which we had no cooperation during the elections. In Tanul 
Nadu, we had to demarcate from the DMK because of its soft attitude 
to the Congress(!). However, during the elections they had to fight 
the Congress(!) when Narasimha Rao decided to ally with Jayalahtha 
There were others like the Congress(l) and smaller groups which 
had fought the Congress(!) and had not allied with the BJP during the 
elections. Our Party actively worked for the formation of a wider 
combination including all these groups. . 

However, the election results had created a complex situauon 
where no non-BJP Government could be formed without the 
support of the Congress(I) which had 136 members. Our PartY 
decided that there should be no coalition Government with the 
Congress(!) which would go against the decisive verdict of the 
people against the Rao Government. 

It was in the context of the formation of a wider combination to 
form the Government that the question of our participation and 
leadership in such a Government arose. The parties in the alhance, 
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after the refusal of V.P. Singh to head the Government, were of the 
opinion that the most acceptable choice would be Comrade Jyoti 
Basu to lead the Government. 

After discussions in the Polit Bureau and Central Committee it 
was decided that we should not participate in the Government. The 
Party has all along taken a consistent stand that it would join a 
Government only if 1t were in a position to shape policies of the 
Government and implement it. The Party has only 33 members in the 
Lok Sabha. The strength of the Party inside the Parliament and outside 
in the present situation was not such that we would be able to shape 
policies or have the strength outside to translate policy into action. 
We had to keep the basic position of the Party and the existing 
correlation of forces in mind in deciding the matter. The Central 
Committee felt that supporting the government from outside would 
place us in a better position to influence policies while at the same 
time maintaining our freedom for independent positions and activities. 

Earlier in 1989 too, our Party had supported the V.P. Singh 
Government from outside and played our role in maintaining the 
government. Our support from outside now also would help 
maintain the new government and foil the BJP's plans. 

Further, in the wider combination formed for the purpose of 
forming the government the dominant section would belong to the 
bourgeois parties. We must understand that till the Party and the 
Left become a strong independent force, while cooperating with the 
secular opposition forces we must also be aware of the limitation 
of these formations. The Party Congress resolution while stressing 
the necessity of allying with the secular bourgeois parties had also 
stated that "But in doing so it should be clear that their opposition 
to the economic policies is not on the same plan as ours .... Therefore 
while uniting with them and appealing to their mass base, to enable 
the rallying of wider forces we have to demarcate ourselves from 
them on basic policies whenever it is necessary". The composition 
of the present combination would place severe restrictions on our 
Party's capa~nt alternative policies especially when 
it would_.~a minority government dependent on the support of 
the Congress(!) from outside. 
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Taking the country as a whole, the Party and the Left has hmited 
strength and mass base which is confined to a few states. To be 
able to project the government's pohcies and to translate them 
will require the Party's active intervention and mass base. In large 
parts of the country even the minimal infrastructure to reach out 
to the people to explain our role and participation in the 
Government would not be possible. 

If we are not able in such a combination whose main common 
point is to keep the BJP out, to be able to put in place certam 
alternative policies particularly in the economic sphere, it could 
have an adverse effect on the working people whose support we 
depend on. Given the economic crisis and the burdens bemg 
imposed by the process of liberalisation, the living conditions of 
the working people are badly affected. If our position gets 
compromised by being in government and we are unable to 
counteract the policies in favour of the big bourgeoisie and 
international finance capital, then our capacity to fight the BJP 
which would be active among the people, would get compromised 
It is the Party and the Left which outside Parliament has played a 
consistent role in combating the communal forces. This capacity, tf 
it gets weakened, would only help the BJP in the coming days to 
emerge as the champion of the popular discontent. 

Given the impact of liberalisation and the degeneration which 
has set into the state apparatus, corruption has beco~e 
institutionalised. Our capacity to check corruption being m 
government will also be very limited. This will damage our 
prestige. 

These are some of the major considerations behind the CC's 
decision not to participate in the Government. As there was a 
difference of views on this issue the matter was decided by a . ' 
majority decision. At the same time the CC decided that every 
effort should be made to foil the BJP's attempt to be in government. 
We should play an active role in mobilising all the forces for the 
formation of a wider combination which would be in a position to 
form the government by eliciting the support of the Congress(!) 
from outside. 
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Developments Subsequent to Central Committee Meeting 
It was at this juncture that the President decided to call upon 

A.B. Vajpayee to form the government going by the criteria of calling 
the largest single party and ignoring the claim of the secular 
combination which had the support of more than 300 members 
with the Congress(!) from outside. 

In order to foil the BJP's bid to remain _in Government, we 
worked actively, along with our allies, to form the wider 
combination now known as the United Front. It is this combination 
which elected Deve Gowda as its leader. After the failure of the 
BJP to wm the vote of confidence in the Lok Sabha and being 
exposed as thoroughly isolated in the national political scene, the 
President had to call Deve Gowda to form the government. 

Our Party has played an active and consistent role in the formation 
of the United Front, to cement the alliance and for the formulation of 
a common programme for the government. A Steering Committee 
was formed with representatives of all the 14 parties and groups. 
After discussions, a common minimum programme has been 
formulated as the framework for the United Front Government's 
functioning. The U.F. Government's common minimum programme 
has a number of positive points while on some basic questions of 
economic pohcy it does not reflect our views. This United Front is 
unlike the normal united fronts in which parties come together for 
joint struggles and movements based on a common set of demands or 
a programme. The present United Front has emerged out of the efforts 
of the Left, secular and democratic parties represented in Parliament 
to keep the BJP out of office. It is in the interest of the Left and 
democratic movement that such a government stay in office, implement 
policies which help strengthen secularism, restructure Centre-State 
relations and go towards a federal system and provide immediate 
relief to the people. This will meet the expectations of the people who 
voted out the Congress(!) and who do not want the communal forces 
to capture power. 

Our Party by supporting such a government from outside, wi]) 
play a constructive role in strengthening the government while at the 
same time the Party will maintain its independent position to support 
or demarcate on specific issues and policies. The Party wiJJ defend 
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the interests of different sections of the people whenever necessary. 
The Party and the mass organisations must raise the urgent demands 
of the people and highlight the issues to be taken up by the 
government. They must unite the broadest sections of the people 
around these demands and activise mass movements. 



On The Bomb Blast in 
The Lajpatnagar Market in 
New Delhi on May 21, 1996* 

Statement Dated May 21, 1996 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) expresses its shock and outrage 
at the bomb blast in the Lajpatnagar Market in New Delhi 
yesterday. The barbarous attack has left a number of people killed 
and many injured. Those who have perpetrated such mindless 
violence should be clear that such terroristic methods can never 
succeed in accomplishing their aims. The Central authorities 
should immediately take suitable measures to uncover the 
network infiltrating sophisticated arms and explosives into the 
country and track down those guilty for the bomb blast. 

The families of those killed and maimed in the attack have 
suffered an irreparable loss. The Polit Bureau conveys its grief 
and heartfelt condolences to all the families which have suffered 
in the explosion. 

•Published ID "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, May 26, 1996. 



Enron Exposes BJP's 
Double Facedness* 

Statement Dated May 28, 1996 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

Facing certain defeat in the vote of confidence being discussed 
before the Lok Sabha, the Vajpayee Government which has no 
authority to take any decision yesterday held a hurried cabmet 
meeting to approve the Central Government's counter-guarantee 
to the Enron power project, violating all rules. Such a step was all 
the more shameless as the cabinet meeting was held during the 
lunch break while the debate on the confidence motion was gomg 
on and it was clear that the BJP Government would be voted out. 

The secrecy and the urgency with which this dec1s1on w~ 
taken defying all norms and decency shows the tentacles of the 
U.S. multinational. No other exposure is necessary for the double 
facedness of the BJP when it talks about swadeshi. This blatantly 
illegal and unethical step has exposed the BJP and its short-hved 
ministry acting at the dictates of the American multinational. 

The counter-guarantee extended to the Enron power project by 
this illegitimate action cannot be honoured by the new 
government. 

*Published in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, June 2, 1996. 



On Mischievous Press Reports 
Attacking CPl(M)* 

Statement Dated May 27, 1996 Issued by 
The General Secretary of The CPl(M) to Press 

Today's newspapers, particularly The Hindustan Times and 
The Pioneer carry mischievous news items attacking the CPl(M) 
for its so-called attempt to dictate terms to the United Front. It is 
well-known that the CPl(M) has played an important role in the 
formation of the United Front so that the BJP Government which 
has been installed, despite it not being capable of mustering 
majority, is brought down and the United Front Government is 
installed in office. The contribution of the CPI(M) in this effort is 
appreciated by all the components of the United Front. It seems 
that those who are interested in either maintaining the BJP in 
power or in weakening the Left are spreading various rumours 
and false stories about the so-called intervention of the CPI(M). 

The CPI(M) treats all components of the United Front as 
equals. 

No debate has as yet taken place about the composition of the 
mm1stry and therefore, the question of the CPI(M) dictating 
anything in this respect to anybody does not arise. This issue will 
be taken up only after the BJP Government is voted out and the 
President invites the United Front to form a government. 

The CPl(M) wants to make it clear that in spite of these 
disruptive and motivated efforts by the vested interests, we will 
continue to make our humble contribution to the installation of 
the United Front Government and defeat those forces which 
threaten national unity and are knocking at the secular basis of 
the Indian Republic. All those who have been named in these 
news stories are important personalities who have been making 
their contribution towards the strengthening of the United Front. 

*Published m "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Dcllu, June 2, 1996 



CPI(M) Greets 15th Congress of 
The Communist Party of Greece* 

On May 22, 1996, CPI(M) General Secretary, Harkishan Singh 
Surjeet, sent the following message of greetings to the J5th 
Congress of the Communist Party of Greece: 

On behalf of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of 
India (Marxist), I extend warm fraternal greetings to the 15th 
Congress of the Communist Party of Greece and to all Greek 
Communists. We had very much wished to be present with you 
on this occasion to reaffirm the internationalist bonds of 
solidarity. However, the compelling domestic circumstances, 
following the general elections in India, prevented us from 
utilising this opportunity. We hope you wilJ appreciate the 
circumstances in which we are in the country. 

Comrades, your Congress is meeting in the background of a 
complex international situation. Notwithstanding the renewed 
imperialist economic and political offensive following the 
setbacks to the forces of world socialism, the recent period has 
seen a resurgence of the struggles of the working people in the 
regrouping of the Communists in many countries. Of course. the 
developments, particularly in former socialist countries, the 
defeat of the reactionary forces and the victory of fonner 
Communists, reafftnns the fact that the struggle of the work~ng 
people for an exploitation-free society is once again gathenng 
momentum under changed circumstances. . 

We are confident that the deliberations of your Congress will 
strengthen the bonds of the Greek Communists with thetr 
working people. We are a1so confident that these deliberations 

*Published in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, June 2. 1996 
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will strengthen the bonds of international solidarity which more 
than ever before in recent past needs to be consolidated to 
advance the struggle of the people of the world for peace, 
democracy and Socialism. 

Once agam the Central Committee of the Communist Party of 
India (Marxist) conveys its warm greetings. 

Earlier, on May 20, 1996, Surjeet had sent a separate message to 
the International Relations Section of the Central Committee of 
Communist Party of Greece. 

Dear Comrade Maria Zacharioudakis, 
We are indeed very sorry that the political situation in 

India does not permit us to send our representative to your 
15th Congress. Comrade Sitaram Y echury, member of our Polit 
Bureau had been deputed to attend your Congress and all 
formahttes including procurement of air-tickets had been 
completed. 

Unfortunately, despite our earnest desire to participate in the 
Congress of the Communist Party of Greece, the fluid political 
situation in our country imposes restrictions on us. You are aware 
that in the 1ust concluded elections to the Indian Parliament no 
party or combination has been able to secure a majority, with the 
right-wing BJP coming out as the single-largest party. As this 
party will fail to win the vote of confidence, the other front of 
secular and democratic parties, in the formation of which the 
CPI(M) has played a crucial role, will be called to form a 
government. 

Owing to the above circumstances, we once again deeply 
regret the inability to send a representative to your Congress. 
Nevertheless, we shall be sending a message of greetings to the 
Congress, shortly. 



Welcome Response* 

Statement Dated June 5, 1996 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The Polit 6ureau of the CPI(M) welcomes the Indian Govern
ment's response to the offer of unconditional taiks by the 
Pakistan Premier, Ms. Benazir Bhutto. 

The CPI(M) hopes that the Indian Government will seize this 
opportunity to resume bilateral talks and in right earnest try to 
improve neighbourly relations with Pakistan. 



-cPI(M) on Recent Developments* 

The Polit Bureau of the Commumst Party of India (Marxist) met 
m New Delhi on May 31, 1996. It issued the following statement 

'· on June 1, 1996: 

The Polit Bureau reviewed the political developments which have 
taken place after the Central Committee meeting of the Party held 
on May 13-14. 

The Polit Bureau expres~ed its deep satisfaction at the 
successful struggle to defeat the BJP which abjectly failed in its 
bid to win the vote of confidence in the Lok Sabha. The 13-day 
Vajpayee Government was exposed for what it was an aberration 
which did not reflect the verdict of the elections. The Lok Sabha 
proceedings illustrated the lack of a popular mandate for the BJP 
which polled less than a quarter of the votes. The debate on the 
confidence motion showed widespread awareness of the danger 
that a communal government would have posed to the country's 
unity. The Polit Bureau congratulated all the secular forces which 
stood united in exposing the doubie-faced character of the BJP 
which sought to don a mask of "P-ason?bleness while adhering to 
the communal platform spP' .~tion manifesto. 

Having been foiled ; _ •. .;tr gan1~-plan to capture power, the 
BJP is now threateni11g to rouse divisive passion. The CPl(M) 
calls upon all the democratic and secular forces to be vigilant 
against such moves by the BJP and its allied outfits. 

Simultaneously, with the struggle to dislodge the illegitimate 
BJP GnvPrnme,..t ti..,,. of"~ ~~the democratic and secular forces 

·") orovide an altemauve 
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government also progressed. The CPI(M), in line with the Central 
Committee's direction to make every effort to form a non
Congress(I) secular government, has contributed to the formation 
of the United Front. This new combination represents the popular 
forces which have won the people's confidence in different parts 
of the country. 

The swearing-in of the Deve Gowda Government will mark a 
new chapter in the Indian political scene. There is a greater 
recognition of the necessity of a coalition government which is 
based on genuine federalism. The parties which are running State 
Governments recognise that strong states are required for a strong 
Centre. The people expect the Deve Gowda Government to 
firmly defend secular values underlying our polity and society, 
provide immediate relief to the people and advance the goals of 
social justice and rearrange Centre-State relations for a more 
federal system. The Common Minimum Programme for the 
United Front Government being formulated should help the 
Deve Gowda Government in moving towards meeting the aspira
tions of the people. 

The Deve Gowda Government is assuming office in a 
complicated situation. Its performance will be important for 
strengthening the foundations of secularism and democracy in 
the country. The BJP and the communal forces which have 
threatened to undermine these principles, can be checkmated and 
isolated if the people are mobilised constantly by the united 
efforts of the Left, democratic and secular forces. Secular public 
opinion expects the Congress(l) to act in such a manner as to 
facilitate the smooth functioning of the Deve Gowda ministry. 

The CPI(M), while taking active part in the functioning of the 
United Front, will carry on multifarious activities among the 
people so that the unity of the Left, democratic and secular forces 
is strengthened and the basic interests of all sections of the 
working people defended. 



On Urea Scam* 

Statement Dated June 9, 1996 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The CBI is investigating the Rs. 133-crore urea import scandal 
which involves payment of kickbacks to influential persons. It is 
reported that the investigations have shown the involvement of 
the sons of former Prime Minister, Narasimha Rao, and former 
Union Minister, Ram Lakhan Singh Yadav. 

The people of the country expect the new Central Government 
and the CBI to pursue all cases of high-level corruption with 
vigour and promptness. The urea import case involves the 
swindling of public funds. There should be no let-up in the 
investigation to track down all those guilty and prosecuting them 
whoever they may be. 

*Published in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, June 16, 1996 



CPl(M) Protests Attack on 
People's Life* 

Statement Dated June 18, 1996 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly protests agamst the 
attacks mounted on the people and working class by the so-called 
austerity measures announced by the finance mimstry. An 
increase in administered prices of economic services hke 
postal, electricity, water and public transport, etc., is proposed 
Even while the Pay Commission is going into the demands of the 
Central Government employees for wage revision, the Finance 
Minister has announced a wage freeze from 1997-98 onwards. 

Even while the Common Minimum Programme assures the 
workmg class job security, the first action of the Finance Mmister 
is to axe the existing jobs. 

Instead of tapping the big monopolists and landlords for 
resource mobilisation, the Finance Mmister has declared war on 
the hard-earned earnings of the public and the working class. 

The motive force for this aggressive action of the Fmance 
Minister is obvious, when one notes that these measures have 
been announced, closely following the Finance MinJster's 
pre-budget discussion with the representatives of big busmess, 
without even hearing the representatives of the trade umons. 

The Polit Bureau wishes to remind Mr. Chidambaram that he 
is the minister of a coalition and that he has gone beyond the 
commitments made in the Common Minimum Programme. 

The working class and the public will resist this cruel assault 
on their livelihood and jobs. The Polit Bureau of the CPIC1'.f) 
wants to make it clear that it cannot be a party to this, an~ will 
not tolerate this offensive, and demands of the Finance Minister 
to withdraw the proposed anti-people measure. 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, June 23, 1996 
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After the statement was issued and other left parties, central 
trade unions and employees' organisations also protested the 
government's declaration about expenditure cuts, Union Finance 
Minister, P. Chidambaram, made it clear that the government 
proposals would not entail any retrenchment in government 
departments or public sector undertakings, nor was there any 
move to freeze the wages of government employees. 



Rush Help To 
Kashmir Flood Victims* 

Statement Dated June 25, 1996 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses its deep concern at the 
serious damage caused by floods in Kashmir. Many areas have 
been inundated due to heavy rains and communications have 
been disrupted. A lot of property has been destroyed and normal 
life disrupted. 

The Central Government should immediately send a high
level team to assess the damage and steps must be taken for 
providing necessary financial assistance for rehabilitation work 
and for restoring nonnalcy. 

*Published m PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Deihl, June 30, 1996. 



CPl(M) Opposes Administered 
Price~ Hikes* 

Statement Dated July 3, 1996 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau to Press 

The big increase in the prices of petrol, diesel and cooking gas 
will add a heavy burden on the people. The cost of petrol going 
up by 25 per cent and diesel by 30 per cent will fuel the rate of 
inflation, the consequences of which will be passed on to the 
people. 

While it is true that the Narasimha Rao Government had 
callously allowed the oil pool deficit to go up constantly for over 
two years, the Deve Gowda Government has chosen to bndge 
this by putting the burden on the common people. This approach 
of the government towards mobilising resources for bridging 
deficits and reducing government expenditure shows no change 
from the former Narasimha Rao Government. There are no steps 
being taken to raise resources from the affluent sections and big 
business while the method of admmistered price-hikes and 
squeezing the wage-earners adopted by successive Congress(}) 
Governments is taken to be the norm. 

The Deve Gowda Government has to show its capacity and 
willmgness to tax the rich and ensure compliance from those who 
can afford to pay. For instance, hundreds of crores of rupees in 
taxes are being evaded by certam big companies exploiting 
existing provisions so that they pay nil taxes. The commg Union 
Budget has to display an alternate approach to resource 
mob1hsation. 

The Pol it Bureau of the CPl(M) demands that the government 
review the hike in the prices of petroleum products, particularly 
diesel, and ensure that alternate measures of resource 
mob1hsation are worked out. 

*Published in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Dellu, July 7, 1996 



CPl(M) Greets 
Eighth Congress of CPVN* 

The Communist Party of India (Marxist) sent the following 
message of greetings to the Eighth Congress of the Communist 
Party of Vietnam (CPVN), held in the last week of June, 1996 
CPl(M) General Secretary, Harkishan Singh Surjeet, who 
attended the Congress as a fraternal delegate, read out the 
message at the Congress. 

Dear Comrades, 
I convey the warm greetings from the Central Comnuttee of 

the Communist Party of India (Marxist) to the Eighth Congress of 
the Communist Party of Vietnam. 

The Communist Party of Vietnam has written a glorious chapter 
in the struggle for national liberation as well as socialist revolu· 
tion. It has been a source of inspiration for the people all over the 
world, particularly Asia, in their struggle against imperialism and 
for social revolution, starting from the struggle against French 
imperialism, then against Japanese fascism. When the Vietnamese 
people were able to defeat them, U.S. imperialism intervened 
with all its might. In this fight, the people of Vietnam, under the 
leadership of the Communist Party and the great Ho-Chi-Mmh, 
wrote a glorious history in defence of the Republic of Vietnam, 
liberating the south and unifying the country. 
. This Congress is being held at a time when, because of 
set-backs to socialism, the correlation of forces in the world has 
changed in favour of imperialism, though it is a temporary ~hase. 
But the Communist Party of Vietnam is busy in butldmg 
socialism in Vietnam through reforms. 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, July 7, 1996 
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The CPl(M) has been closely following the process of reforms 
initiated by the Communist Party of Vietnam and the success 
attained by it in strengthening the Vietnamese economy. The 
CPl(M) hopes that the deliberations at this Congress will lead to 
consolidation of the gains and strengthening of socialism in 
Vietnam. 

The successes of the Vietnamese people are due to the fact that 
the Party made serious efforts to apply the science of 
Marxism-Lemmsm to the concrete conditions prevailing in 
Vietnam which is popularly known as the Ho-Chi-Mmh thought. 

For the people of India, Vietnam continues to be a symbol of 
inspiration and admiration. It is with great pride and emotion that 
the Indian people cherish the bonds of solidarity that have 
developed through these struggles of the Vietnamese people. We 
are confident that in the days to come, the relations between the 
peoples of our two countnes and between our two parties will 
continue to streng~hen. 

Once again, the Central Committee of the Communist Party of 
India (Marxist) sends its warm fraternal greetings to the Eighth 
Congress of the Communist Party of Vietnam and wishes the 
Congress full success. 



CPl(M) Disapproves 
Counter-Guarantee to 
The Enron Project* 

Statement Dated July 10, 1996 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M) to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses its disapproval of the 
decision taken by the Deve Gowda Government in extending 
counter-guarantee to the Enron project at Dabhol. The arguments 
against the Enron project are still valid and the new government 
should have re-examined the question of providing 
counter-guarantee to ·such a controversial project instead of 
following the dubious example of the short-lived BJP 
Government which hastily provided the counter-guarantee on the 
eve of its downfall. 

It is surprising that such a decision has been taken by the 
Union cabinet despite the unanimous recommendation of the 
Parliamentary standing committee on energy that such 
counter-guarantees should not be given by the Centre. Most of 
the constituents of the United Front were represented on this 
committee and are party to this recommendation. Provision of 
counter-guarantee to foreign power companies is totally uncalled 
for when sufficient facilities are being provided for private 
investment in the power sector. It is essential that the Cen~ral 
Government heed the considered opinion of the standing 
committee on energy and consult with experts on the power 
sector to formulate an alternative power policy. The direction of 
the power policy of the United Front Government has to be 
different from that of the previous Rao Government. 

*Published in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY". New Delhi. July 14. 1996. 



Bring Ranabir Sena 
Criminals to Book* 

Statement Dated July 13, 1996 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The Polit Bureau expresses its shock and indignation at the 
massacre of 20 persons, mostly women and children, in a village 
in Bhojpur district of Bihar. This barbarous deed has been 
perpetrated by the Ranabir Sena, a landlord outfit of armed 
goons. The killings are part of the offensive launched by the 
landlord gang against the rural poor who are standing up for their 
rights. 

The police and administration have completely failed in 
curbing the Ranabir Sena which is a banned organisation. The 
Bihar Government should take immediate steps to rectify this 
failure and to change its approach to the movements of the 
landless and rural poor. All those guilty of this crime should be 
immediately tracked down and apprehended. The Polit Bureau 
conveys its condolences to all the families who have lost their 
relatives in the attack. 

*Pubhshed m "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Dcllu, July 21, 1996. 



Polit Bureau on Railway Budget 
1996-1997* 

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) 
issued the following statement on July 16, 1996: 

The Railway Budget for 1996-97 presented in Parliament has 
been formulated keeping in mind the constraints of the neglect and 
withdrawal of budgetary support for the railways by the previous 
government. Under the circumstances, the budget has sought to 
seriously address the problem of developing the railways without 
passing off all the burdens onto the common people. 1n the light 
of the steep increase in the diesel price announced recently, the 
budget proposes to hike the upper class passenger fares while 
rightly sparing the ordinary second class passengers. The fact that 
season ticket commuters have been spared any increase is 
particularly welcome. 

The increase of 10 per cent in freight fares of all commodities 
is directly related to the administered price hike in petroleum 
products and it will add to the inflationary pressures. However, 
the exemption provided to essential commodities like foodgrains 
under the PDS, vegetables, kerosene oil, etc., will provide some 
relief._ The budget proposals show a serious effort has been ma~e 
to provide for the development and expansion of the railways ~ 
the north-east, a region which is grossly underdeveloped in nul 
communications. It is to be hoped that sufficient funds would. be 
allocated for executing the new projects announced in this regt~n 
including the extension of the railway line up to Agartala m 
Tripura. 

*Published in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACr, New Delhi, July 21, 1996. 
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The results of the short-sighted policy of liberalisation and 
privatisation in the railways have been evident for some time. 
Detenoration in maintenance, lack of augmentation of rolling 
stock, declining safety standards and lack of infrastructure 
development have all taken their toll on this vital sector. The fact 
that there is only an eight per cent increase in the annual plan 
outlay for the year 1996-97 is due to the policy so far of cutting 
down budgetary support for the railways. The Railway Minister 
has made a strong case for reversing this trend. It is to be hoped 
that the Central Government will ensure that the railways, which 
are the most extensive and widely used pubhc transportation, will 
receive importance and priority in national development. 



Polit Bureau Statement on 
General Budget 1996-97* 

Statement Dated July 22, 1996 Issued to Press 

The 1996-97 budget presented by the Finance Minister h~ 
recognised some of the major concerns of the United Front's 
Common Minimum Programme. This is a positive feature. These 
relate to the decline in the pace of investment in agriculture, the 
need for providing some relief to the common people from 
inflation, and the need for developing the infrastructure of the 
economy. While this recognition is welcome, the effort which the 
budget makes towards addressing these issues is on a much more 
restricted scale than should have been the case. Given the fact 
that net revenue receipts even at existing rates of taxauon are 
estimated to increase by about 17 per cent over the revised 
estimates of 1995-96, the fact that plan expenditure has increased 
by only about 12 per cent is rather disappointing. With such an 
order of increase in revenue receipts if the government had gone 
in for additional resource mobilisation on a significant scale, a 
major boost would have been given to the plan effort. Instead, the 
order of increase in plan expenditure is lower than that of total 
revenue receipts. True the Finance Minister has recognised the 
need for stepping up the plan outlays on rural development and 
social services. But even here the total increase in the central plan 
outlay in both these sectors together is less than ten per cent over 
the revised estimates of last year in nominal terms. The 
opportunity for putting the country on an alternative development 
path should have been fully utilised. 

At the same time some of the reductions in customs duties 
represent the trend towards import liberalisation started under the 

*Published in 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, July 28, 1996. 
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previous government. This on the one hand poses a threat to 
domestic producers, as in the textile sector, and on the other hand 
they would inflate MNC profits based on domestic assembly of 
CKD units, as in consumer electronics. 

While a number of specific measures have been announced on 
the promotion of infrastructure investment of irrigation, etc., the 
contnbution of the budget itself towards these measures is not 
very significant. Likewise, 'some of the initiatives regarding the 
provision of medical insurance and the pension scheme under the 
UC, while welcome, do not really represent any significant 
budgetary effort. The Finance Minister has not matched his 
concerns with an appropriate step-up in budgetary contributions 
towards the provision of social security and infrastructure 
investment. 

The Polit Bureau, however, welcomes some of the measures 
announced by the Finance Minister directed at providing relief to 
the workmg people, particularly the salaried sections, like 
concessions in personal income tax. The CPl(M) hopes that the 
stringent measures announced by the Finance Minister towards 
defaulters and tax evaders will be implemented in right earnest. It 
is also a positive feature that many of the corporate houses that 
have gone scot-free without paying any tax over the past few 
years are now being asked to contribute to the government's 
revenue. The CPI(M) had all along been emphasising that it is 
these sections who should be tapped for revenue augmentation. 



Central Committee Communique* 

Released in the Press Conference in New Delhi on 
July 30, 1996 addressed by Harkishan Singh Surjeet, 
General Secretatry of the CPl(M), 
Following Central Committee Meeting 
Held in New Delhi on July 27-29, 1996 

The CPI( M) which played a key role in bringing together all Left 
secular and democratic forces and preventing the BJP from 
remaining in power, would like to strengthen the United Front 
Government and ensure that it lasts its full term, at the same time 
demarcating from and opposing all measures taken by the 
government which the Party disagrees with, the Party ~ m ' 
secretary, Harkishan Singh Surjeet said at New Delhi, July .>V, 
1996. 

Addressing a Press conference after the conclusion of the 
three-day Central Ct>mmittee meeting, held at Party 
headquarters at New Delhi, July 27 to 29, 1996, Surjeet stated 
that the CPl(M) had had two objectives in the last general 
elections: to defeat the Congress(/) as well as the BJP. While the 
Congress(/) faced its worst-ever defeat, the BJP managed to 
strengthen itself. Pointing out that "if the BJP had remained in 
power, it would have been the worst thing to happen to the 
country, Surjeet said it was of great significance that all secular 
forces united together to prevent this from happening. 

Regarding the Umted Front Government led by Deve Gowda, 
Surjeet pointed out that it would be the CPl(M)'s endeavour to 
strengthen and prevent it from getting destabilised. He said the 
current session of Parliament had given some indicatwn of its 
performance and while certain features of the rail budget and the 
general budget were positive, it carried the same framework as 
that of the previous Congress(/) Government. The CPl(M) would 
continue to maintain its independent positions and oppose 

*Published m PEOPLES DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, August 4, 1996 
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measures that went against the interests of the working people, 
the Central Committee has said. 

At the same time, Surjeet emphasised, "We will not deviate from 
the position that this government has been formed by the unity of 
Left, secular and democratic forces and it should last." In reply to 
questions on differences within the United Front over issues like 
the appoinment of Romesh Bhandari as Governor of Uttar 
Pradesh, Surjeet said such matters would have to be sorted out at 
the level of the steering committee of the United Front. We are 
trying to make the steering committee effective as far as major 
directional issues are concerned, he said. 

Regarding the coming assembly elections in Uttar Pradesh, he 
said, "As far as we are concerned, we will go together as part of 
the United Front to fight these elections. "The CPl(M) had been 
t"irir. "• ··? bring all secular forces including the Bahujan Samaj 
PaYty ( BSP) together to fight the BJP but it did not work. While, 
he added, we tried to unite all secular forces, other forces were 
also active which are not keen on such a unity. On the CPl(M)'s 
stand on the BSP, Surjeet maintained; "We will welcome the BSP 
but if they take a stand that disrupts the existing unity (of the 
United Front), we cannot accept such a position." 

Asked to comment on the Samajwadi Party's declaration that 
Mulayam Singh Yadav would be the next Chief Minister of U.P. if 
the United Front won the assembly polls, Surjeet said, "That is the 
SP's decision. What can I say about it." On being pressed further, 
Surjeet said, "Every Party has the right to declare its candidate 
and the SP is the biggest party in the state. We are not a big force 
in UP" 

An important area in which the CPJ(M) view had gained 
ground was in the context of Kashmir. Pointing out that the 
CPl(M) had consistently opposed U.S. imperialism and its games 
in Kashmir, Surjeet said the only way to thwart the U.S. game was 
to guarantee maximum autonomy to the Kashmiri people within 
the framework of Indian unity. He said the United Front 
Government had assured the Kashmiri people that their identity 
would be protected and the forthcoming elections were to be 
fought in the backdrop of this assurance. Surjeet added: "We want 
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the widest mobilisation of the people and the widest participation 
of political forces in this election. Even extremist groups which 
are willing to work within the framework of Indian unity must 
participate." He said the successful holding of elections in 
Kashmir would be afitting answer to the propaganda by foreign 
forces and will eventually enable us to improve relations with 
Pakistan. Once Pakistan realises that they cannot make mischief 
in Kashmir, other bilateral disputes can be resolved, he said. 
Asked how far the CPl(M) was ready to go on the question of 
granting autonomy to the state, Surjeet replied: "We are 
prepared to discuss any point with the elected government to meet 
the aspirations of the Ka~·hmiri people within the framework of 
Indian Unity." 

The Central Committee's communique issued on this occasion 
is given below: 

The Central Committee appreciated the work of the Party 
leadership in the formation of the United Front which led to the 
installation of the Deve Gowda Government after the united 
struggle to dislodge the illegitimate 13-day-old BJP Government. 

Election Review 

The Central Committee discussed and adopted a report 
reviewing the recent general elections. The Review noted that the 
elections have resulted in: (a) the worst-ever defeat of the 
Congress since I 952. This defeat is the result of the adverse 
impact of its economic policies on the people; its compromising 
attitude to the communal forces and its nurturing of large-scale 
corruption, (b) the results have led to the emergence of the BJP as 
the single largest party in parliament, though well short of a 
majority. This is a development fraught with serious 
consequences for the secular basis of the polity and the unity of 
the country, (c) the verdict of the people also resulted in a 
significant number of representatives of the Left, democratic and 
secular parties being elected to the Lok Sabha. 

It is these non-Congress(!) secular forces which have now 
come together as the United Front and formed the Deve Gowda 
Government. 
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The CPI(M) and the Left parties have fared well in West 
Bengal, Kerala and Tripura. In West Bengal, the Left Front has 
been elected to office for an unprecedented fifth term. This is a 
historic achievement which is testimony to the performance and 
policies of the Left Front Government which has won the 
endurmg support of the people. In Kerala, the Left Democratic 
Front has won the elections defeating the UDF which has been 
rejected by the people for its record of misrule, corruption and 
deterioration in the living standards of the people. In Tripura, the 
CPl(M) has won both the parliamentary seats with big margins 
despite attempts to disrupt popular unity. This shows the big 
popular support for the Left Front in the state. Despite these 
successes, the overall tally of the Left did not go up as was 
expected. The Central Committee noted with concern the erosion 
in support of the Janata Dai-Left alliance in Bihar where it lost 15 
seats. It pointed to the need to draw proper lessons from this 
setback. 

The Central Committee reviewing the performance of the Party 
overall, underlined the importance of consolidatmg the Party's 
mfluence developed through various struggles to give it proper 
organisational shape. Proper attention has to be paid to the 
polit1cal-ideological work to raise the consciousness of the people 
who have been attracted to the Party and the Left platform. 

Thwart BJP's Plans 
The Central Committee reviewed the current political 

developments in the country since its last meeting in the second 
week of May. 

The BJP tried its best to remain in the government by hoping to 
lure defectors. The concerted efforts of the secular and 
democratic forces foiled its plans and it had to beat a hasty retreat 
in the face of the wide ranging unity displayed by all the secular 
forces during the confidence motion in parliament. The BJP will 
try to retrieve ground with the help of the RSS and its allied 
outfits by raising issues which arouse communal feelings against 
the minorities and to mobilise new sections to the Hindutva cause. 
Aware of its weak position in the southern states, it is actively 
seeking to find new allies in Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and 
Tamil Nadu. 
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The manner in which the Vajpayee Government clandestmely 
gave approval to the counter-guarantee for the Enron project 
during the confidence motion exposed its pseudo-swadesh1 
posture. The anti-people pohcies of the BJP Governments m 
Ra3asthan and Gujarat and the Sh1v Sena-BJP Government in 
Maharashtra are a telling exposure of its pro-big business pohc1es 
and a socially reactwnary outlook. It is necessary for the Left, 
democratic and secu1ar forces to be constantly vigilant to 
checkmate the moves made by the BJP-RSS-VHP combine. 

U.P. Elections 
An important stage in the struggle against the communal forces 

will be the forthcoming assembly elections in Uttar Pradesh. The 
election results in U .P. will have major repercussions for national 
politics. It is the division in the secular vote which benefited the 
BJP in the Lok Sabha ~lections. The BSP did not respond to the 
call for joining a wider unity against the BJP and has chosen to 
have an alliance with the Congress(I). The Central Committee 
discussed the election tactics to be pursued in Vttar Pradesh. It 1s 
necessary for all the United Front constituents in Uttar Pradesb 
like the Samajwadi Party, Janata Dai, the Left parties and the 
Congress(T) to launch a united campaign to mobilise all secular 
sections to defeat the BJP and to minimise any disruption in the 
unity of the secular forces. 

Jammu & Kashmir Elections 
The holding of the elections for Jammu and Kashmir assembly 

in September will be the next step towards restoring the 
democratic process in the state after the Lok Sabha elecuons 
there. The Deve Gowda Government took the initiative to see that 
there was a consensus among all parties for the holding of early 
elections to the assembly. It is necessary that the conditions be 
created for the widest participation· of all political forces 
including the National Conference and those groups which have 
been fighting for the identity of the Kashmiri people in these 
elections. Our Party, keeping this in mind, has stressed that 
nothmg should be done to narrow the scope of participation for 
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partisan political reasons. The Central Government should 
declare in parliament its commitment to provide maximum 
autonomy to Jammu & Kashmir on the basis of the assurance 
given in the Common Minimum Programme (CMP). The 
successful holding of the elections will be a rebuff to those 
extremist forces backed by Pakistan which are trying to step up 
theu disruptive activities as seen by the killing of six tourists 
recently and the stepped-up attack on political activists. 

North-East 
The Central Committee welcomed the initiative taken by the 

Assam Government and the United Front to hold talks with the 
various groups hke the ULFA and BDSF in Assam, NSCN in 
Nagaland and the PLA in Manipur to address their grievances. 
The Party appeals to these groups to respond positively to the 
offer of negotiations without pre-conditions so that the long
standing problems plaguing the north-eastern region can be 
settled in a democratic manner. 

Economic Policies 

The Central Committee noted that the railway budget has, 
despite the hike in the price of diesel, made a serious effort not to 
burden the people with passenger fare hikes. The budget also 
contains proposals for the much needed railway expansion in the 
north-eastern region. However, the policy of withdrawing 
budgetary support and privatisation implemented by the previous 
Congress(!) Government will pose serious problems for the 
development of the railways. 

The Union budget presented in parliament has shown concern 
for some of the issues contained in the Common Minimum 
Programme while the overall framework of the budget is for the 
continuation of the liberalisation policies. While there are some 
positive steps such as increasing the outlay for irrigation, 
increasing subsidy for fertilisers and plugging the loopholes by 
which big companies pay zero tax, the efforts at resource 
mobilisation have been disappointing. The plan outlay could have 
been more given the increase in the revenue receipts. The outlays 



750 Documents of The Communist Movement in India 

for the rural development and the social sector do not match the 
claims made and are less than the revised estimates of the 
previous year. The reduction in customs duties contmues the trend 
of import liberalisation and will affect sections of domestic 
mdustry. 

The economic policies of the United Front Government should 
be such as to come out of the framework of the IMF-World Bank 
dictated policies. So far the policy measures announced by the 
finance mmistry and the industries ministry with regard to 
industrial and fiscal policies show that the thrust to carry forward 
the old policies continue. More discussion and review of ex1stmg 
policies are required if the positive measures suggested in the 
Common Minimum Programme are to be implemented. 

Approach to the U.F. Government 
The CPI(M) had decided to support the United Front 

Government from outside and to strengthen the Left, democratic 
and secular forces in order to meet the challenges posed by the 
communal forces. The Central Committee reiterated the 
correctness of this position and resolved to actively work for the 
implementation of measures to strengthen secularism, federalism 
and the democratic institutions. The Central Committee wanted 
the speedy on introduction of legislations such as the Lok Pal B1ll, 
one-third reservation for women in legislatures, electoral refonns 
and restructuring of Centre-State relations. The commitment to 
adopt a central legislation for agricultural workers and provide 
for recognition of trade unions by secret ballot must be fulfilled. 
The United Front Government has the unique opportunity to 
provide the states with their due rights and to strengthen 
federalism. The Party will support all measures to implement the 
positive aspects of the Common Minimum Programme while at 
the same time maintain its independent positions and to deman:~te 
from and mobilise the people to oppose all such measures which 
adversely affect the interests of the working people. 

The Central Committee underlined the importance of 
coordination between the Left parties to meet the p~esent 
complicated situation. The Party and the Left must accord pnonty 
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to the task of combating the communal forces. Simultaneously, 
the Party and the Left must continue the fight against the IMF
World Bank dictated policies and must be active in intervening in 
all issues which affect the people's interests and livelihood. The 
Party must retain its independent identity and project its policies 
m a big way among the people in the coming days. The review of 
the elections have shown the immediate tasks necessary to 
streamline the Party politically and organisationally so that the 
Party's intervening capacity grows and its mass base expanded. 



Report on Political Develop1nents 
Since the May, 1996 
Central Committee Meeting* 

Adopted hy The Central Committee of the CPl(M) 
In Its Meeting Held in New Delhi on July 27-29, 1996 

The outcome of the 11 th Lok SabhJ electJOn'> produced J 

complrc,tted ~itu<1t1011 111 the country On the one h,111d the 
Congre\\(l) suffered a decl\1ve defeat with the woN perfornltmce 
111 ih p<1rlwnentt1ry h1\tory. On the other ht1nd, the elect1om re-.t1 ted 
111 the emergence of the BJP a\ the large-.t -.mg le pt1rty 111 the Lok 
SJbha for the fir~t time The BJP Jlong with 1h dll1e•,, -.t.1ked 1b 
clJim to form the Centr,tl Government Th1'> WJ'> c1 develop nent 
fraught with d,tngerou~ con'>equence.., for the 1,eculdr b.i-.1-. of the 
polity and the unity of the country. It w,1-. in ... uch ,1 -.1tu,1t1on thJt 
the Centr,tl Committee meetmg on M.iy 13-14, 1996 deuded 1h,1t 
the 1mmed1Jte t<l\k of the Pdrty wa'I to foil the bid of the BJP to 

form the government at the Centre. The BJP ~ -.ucce...., 111 th1-. mo;e 
would h<1ve 111et1nt th,11 for the f1N timed pt1rty with ,111 .1\0\\edly 
commu11<1I pl<1tform would control the lever~ of the -.ute .1nd the 
government at the Centre. The BJP be111g <111 in:--trument of the 
RSS, thi~ would h,1ve opened the w.ty for the penetr,1t1on Jn<l 
commun,11l~,tt1on of the in~trument~ of ~tate power. It \\ould 
con-.t1tute <1 ~eriou~ -.etb<1ck for the ~ecul,tr b,1'>1~ of the Ind1.in -.t,ite, 
n,1t101Ml unity and for the future adv,111ce of the Left Jnd democr,1tic 
forces. 

Given the n<1ture of the verdict in which none of the three 
forll\,1t1on-. were able by themselve-. to <1cquire a m.1_1or1ty 111 the 
Lok SJbha, the form<lt1on of a non-BJP ~eculdr government WJ~ 
po~~ible only 1f the Congre~~(l) extended ~upport to the 
government. The Central Committee W<l'> of the op1111on th,it in 

'Puhh' 1ed 111 PEOPLES DEMOC'RAC'Y . Ne'W Delhi. At gu'r -I. 1996 
A \O pt hh\ 1ed .L, .i lmokkt m Augu'' I •)')6 
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order to prevent the BJP forming the government, a bro<1d-b<1.,ed 
11011-Congre.,.,(I) .,ecul<1r government ~hould be imt,llled which the 
Congn.·-.-.(1) could -.upport from out~1de. The P,1rty expre-.sed 1t~elf 
.ig.1111-.t .Ill) co,tl1t1011 government v. th the Congre-.-,( I) ,1-. it would 
be counter to the ,mt1-Congre"(I) verdict given by the people. 

The Centr,tl Committee therefore re-.olved to m.1ke ,tll effort~ 
to r.111) .ill the non-Congre-.-. ~ecul.ir p.1rt1e-. 111 on.ler to forge .i 
bro,1d-h.1-.ed comb1n.it1on which could -.t,1ke 1t., cl.um to form the 
gmernment In contributing to -.uch effort-.. the Centr,11 Committee 
decided th.it the P,irty would .icllvely p.irt1c1p<1te <1nd ~upport the 
forn1.1t1on of -.uch .i government fr01nthe ouh1de The P.irty :vould 
work to '>trengthen -,uch a '>ecular comb111,1t1on without 101111ng the 
gO\·ernrnent. While '>upporting -.u'-h .1 government, the P.irty would 
pro_1ect .111J defend 11' po-.1t1on on po H.:y m.1tter-, 

ltnmeJ1,1tely .ifter the Centr.il Crnrnrnttee meeting the P.irty 
c<1der-.h p ,1ct1vely worked for the ton11.1t1on of -.uch ,1 hro.id-b,1-.ed 
non-Congre"( l) -.enil,ir forn1.1t1011 B.i-.ed on the under-.t.tnd1ng 
.inwed ,tt 111 the Centr.tl Committee. etforh were 111.tde to dr.iw 111 
,tl I tho-.e -.ecu l.ir part1e-. ,md form.1t1ot1' wlm. h h.id not been ,tl lied 
to the Jan.it.I D,tl-Left-SP comb111<1t1011 before the poll-.. but which 
h.id fought both the Congre"(l) ,111d the BJP 111 thee ectton-.. When 
the BJP w,1~ mak111g all effort~ to woo the region.ii p.1rt1c~ It w.i~ 

pnm.irily our effort~ which helped to r.illy them. The DMK, the 
Tamil M.11111.i Congre", the TDP and the AGP came together and 
decided to join the wider form.it1on. It i~ th1~ alll,mce which w.i~ 
n.imed the United Front and which elected Deve Gowd.i, the 
K.in1<lt.1k.1 Chief Mm1~ter a~ the le.ider of the alh<11Ke 

However, 111~te.id of call111g Deve Gowd.1 to form the 
government, on M.iy 15 it~elf, the Pre-.ident invited the lc.ider of 
the B.JP. V.i3p.iyee, to form the government on the ground-. that he 
w,1-. the le.ider of the large-.t '>1t1gle 11.1rty 111 the Lok S.ibha. By 
-,uch a dec1-.1on the Pre-.1dent overlooked the leg1t1111.1te claim of 
the Urnted Front which had not only the -,upport of the 13 p.irt1e-. 
repre~ent111g 179 MP~. but had al-.o got the ~upport of the 
Congre-.-,(1) which had at th.it tune a strength of 136. The ill
con-.1dered dec1-.ion of the Pre-.ident led to the form.ition of the 
13-day aberr.it1on of the B.JP Government headed by Vajpayee 
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which m.rn1fe1.,tly did not h.ive the c.:onf1denc.:e ot the llMJonty 111 

the Lok S.ihha. 
The B.JP h<ld mu ... tered a ... trength of 194 Ill the Hou1.,e with u.-. 

<lllie1., the Sh1v Sena, the Samatd Pdrly, HVP and the Ak.ih D.il. It 
w.i.-. b,111k111g on the hope th.1t h.ivrng formed the government 1t 
could lure .-.ome of the .-.ecul.ir reg:1on,LI p.irt1e ... <llH.I org.1rn-,e 1.1rge
-,cale defectiom to prop up ib government. De-.plte m.i111ta111111g J 
po ... ture th.it 1t would not re ... ort to .my unpnnctpled g.ime ot 
defect10n, the BJP Wd.-. fr<lnt1cally trying to mmter '>llppo11 hy .i I 
mean .... 

The P.irty ,llongwith it.-. <lll1e.-. h.id to .1ct 1mmed1,11ely to foil th" 
game pl.111 to con ... oltdate the BJP Government Ill office. The 
'>truggle to di.-.lodge the illeg1t1m.ite BJP Government WJ' 
dependent on the -;ucce ...... in forging a wider unity of all ... eculJr 
part1e.-. to provide <ln ,11tern<lt1ve government. Jn lme with the CentrJI 
Committee<:: dtrection to nMke every effort to form .i non
Congre ... .,(I) ... ecul.ir government. the P,irty leader1.,h1p pl.iyed Jn 
11nportant role in gdthering all the part1e ... 111 the for111.it1on of the 
United Front. Such a formation b.1-,ed on the non-Congre.,.,(I) 
'\ecular parties repre ... ented in parl1,1111ent w.i.-. nece ....... 1ry to fulf II 
the Con.,tttut1011,1l requtrement to mu.,ter the ... trength to ... t.1ke the 
cla11n to form the government. Thi.-. combination of the non
Congre-; ... (I) ... ecular parties alongwtth the Left part1e ... in p.irliament, 
i.-. more repre1.,entat1ve in character of the peoples mand.ite thJn 
the BJP-led alliance. 

BJP Isolated in Parliament 
The deb,1te m P.irli.iment on the confidence vote ... ought by the 

BJP Government exposed tt~ i~olat1on from all the .,ecul.ir force'>, 
and it... opportum ... m 111 formmg .i government without h.ivmg .iny 
b.i.-.1~ for a ma.1onty. Except for the B.JP and it ... all1e .... the 'pe.1k.er' 
of every party effectively debunked the BJP ... cl.i11m and expo.,ed 
its ant1- ... ecular character based on H1ndutva. The BJP in Jn 
acknowledgment of its tot.ii , ... olation retre.ited from facmg the 
vote and Va_rpayee submitted his re ... 1gn,1t1on. 

Thts paved the way for the form.ition of the Deve Gowda 
Government. The Untted Front constituents set up a Steering 
Committee to help the effective function mg of the new form.ition 
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The Steering Committee, after the ~weanng m of Deve GowdLt, 
dbo d1..,cu..,..,ed dnd Jdopted a Common Mm11num Progrdmme 
which could be the frdmework for the government~ pohc1e~. 

Common Minimum Programme 
Given the d1ver~e nature of the formdt1on, the common 

commitment bemg oppo~1t1on to the BJP, thl! Common Mmmmm 
Progrdmme repre~ent~ whdt i~ common Ill the under~t,mdmg of 
all the~e con~t1tuent~. while at the ~dme tune there .tre compromi~e~ 
.tnd divergent views on other ~UbJecb. The CMP hds d po~1t1ve 

content on subjects ~uch as ~eculdn~m. Centre-St.tte rel.ttiom, 
defence of ~eculdn~m. commitment to ~oc1Ltl equity and 
democrat1..,ation of the polity includmg electoral reform~. Thel\e 
a..,pect.., of the CMP provide a polit1cLtl pldtform for the ..,ecular 
Jnd democr.it1c force~ to combdt the BJP dnd demdrcdte from the 
previou~ Congre~~(l) Government~ dppro.tch. 

However, on certain ba~1c que~t1on~ of economic policy, the 
CMP doe~ not repre..,ent the view.., of the Left In key are.i.., of the 
economy, the thru~t i~ toward~ carrying forwdrd the liber.ili~.1t1on 
polic1e.., of the RLto Government .ind the !MF-World B.tnk 
fr.imework Such .trea~ are 111 foreign mve~tment, pnv.it1\Llt1on of 
infra..,tructure, open mg up of 111\Urdnce ~ector, tax reform~. import 
liberali~.itwn and conce~~ion~· to the l.indlord~ ,md nch pe.i~.int~. 
But there are ~ome prov1~ion~ ~uch .i~ increa~ed alloc.1t1on~ for 
the ~oc1.il ~ector like educ.1t1on and he.ilth, ~trengthenmg of the 
PDS .tnd poverty-allev1at1on and employment-gener.it1on \cheme~ 
which are on correct lme~. 

Nature of United Front 

The pre ... ent United Front i~ unlike the norm.11 united front~ in 
which pLu-t1es come together for jomt ~truggle~ and movement-. 
bd..,ed on a common ~et of demand.., or a progr.imme. The pre..,ent 
Umted Front combination h.t~ emerged out of the effort~ of the 
Left .tnd ~ecul.ir partie~ repre~ented 111 Parliament to keep the BJP 
out of office. The bulk of the p.irtie" 111 the UF Government are 
tho~e which w1.,h to continue with the economic policies of the 
Congre~.,(I). However, it is in the intere~ts of the Left and 
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democr,1t1c movement th,1t ..,uch J gm ernment cont nue m office, 
implement pollc1e~ which help '>trengthen 1.,eculJrnm, re'>tructure 
Centre-St,1te reL1tion1.,, to 1.,trengthen fe<ler,tli~m Jnd provide even 
f1Jrnted relief to the people Thi.., will help meet the expectJt1on1 
of the people \.\ho voted out the Congre1.,1.,(l) Jnd \.\ho did not ~Jnt 
the communJI force~ to capture power. 

It 11., within thi.., fr,1mework thJt our PJrty mu~t define 1t1, Jtt tude 
to the Umted Front Government. In the pJ'>t ~1x weef..' of the U F 
Government, while extending over,111 ~upport and pu~hmg for 
implementation of tho1.,e mea1.,ure1., in the CMP which help 
mob1li~ation of the people to ~trengthen the Left democratic ,md 
~ecular force~. we have al\o ma1ntJmed our independent po' ton 
to ~upport or demarcate on ~pec1f1c 11.,1.,ue~ and pol1c1e-. . 
. During th1~ period, the Party hJ.., tJken the 1nit1,1t \e for 
di..,cu.....,ion~ in the Steering Committee on politic,tf j..,..,ue~ ..,uch J'i 

how to <tdopt a common approJch on the forthcommg K.i..,hmir 
and U.P. election~. The U.F. Government hJ-; tJf..en ... tep~ to Jccord 
the ~tJte.., more power~ a~ ~een in the decision of the Chef 
Mini~ter~· Conference on the 1mplementat1on of the minimum 
need~ programme where it wa~ decided that fund~ for centr.il y
~pon'>ored ~chemes for providmg b,1~ic mmimum ..,ervice'- w 11 

henceforth be di~bur~ed through the State Government. The U F 
decided to hold the Jammu and KJ!'>hrmr election!'> !'>oon Jfter the 
extem1on of Pre!'>ident's Rule and maintain it!'> commitment to 
provide maximum autonomy to the St,1te. 

Record of Economic Policy Decbions 
While cooperating and extendmg support to ~uch 1!.~Ue~. the 

Party ha~ come out cntic1sing or oppo..,mg cert,1in other me..1~ure~ 
of the Deve Gowda Government. The!->e include: the Fm..1nce 
Mini~ter ~austerity measures, the price-ri~e in petroleum producb, 
the clearance of the Enron project, the updated economic ~urvey 
~tJtement, and so on. All of the~e relate to economic policy 
me..i~ures. It 1s obvious that m,rny in the Government ]Jke 
ChidambMJm wish to pursue the pol icie~ of the previou~ 
NJrJsimhJ Rao Government. The Indu..,tries Mmi..,ter s 
pronouncement about allowing foreign investment tn the ~mJll-



Report on Political De11elop111cnt.\' . . . . 757 

scale sector. expanding the list of industries where 51 per cent 
automatic entry of foreign equity will be allowed, increasing the 
ceiling on automatic clearance of foreign equity from 51 per cent 
to 74 per cent. opening further the existing industries reserved for 
the public sector and further de licensing of industries, all indicate 
the direction of industrial policy. The government has also 
liberaliseJ terms for foreign investment hy raising the limit of 
clearance hy the FIPB of foreign investment proposals from 
Rs. 300 to Rs. 600 crore and restructuring the board by including 
private sector representatives in it. Proposals for disinvestment of 
PSU shares through the Disinvestment Commission have been 
finaliseJ. 

Hike in Petroleum Products 

The steep increase in the prices of petroleum products I ike petrol. 
diesel and cooking gas has met with widespread adverse reaction 
among the people. The strong opposition of the Left to these 
proposals and the opposition expressed by the leaders of the United 
Front constituents like Karunanidhi and Chandrababu Naidu forced 
the United Front to reconsider the decision. The Steering 
Committee met and discussed the matter. As a result the 
government reduced the diesel price increase from JO to 15 per 
cent. The overall burden is still very heavy and the increase in 
petrol and cooking gas was retained. In many states the Party and 
mass organisations conducted protest actions demanding 
withdrawal of the hikes. 

Railway Budget 

After the steep hike in the prices of diesel. the task of the Railway 
Minister became more difficult. However. despite the constraint 
of the withdrawal of budgetary support hy the previous Congress(!), 
the Railway budget made a serious effort to avoid burdening the 
common people with passenger fare hikes. The fares for upper 
class were raised and season ticket commuters were spared any 
hike. The budget is also positive in its commitment for railway 
expansion in new areas in the north eastern region. The long
standing demand of Tripura for extension of the railway line to 
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Ag,trt.11.i h<1., been .icknowledged. However, the legacy of the overJl 
,1ppro,1ch of the withdr.tw,tl of the government" budget,1ry .,upport 
,md priv.it1.,.1tion, m.tke., the development of r.i lw.iy' \II 
problenldt1c 

Union Budget 

The Union Budget pre.<,ented in P,1rll<1ment h.t.<, tned to Jddre" 
.<,ome of the concern.<, based on the Common M1111mum Progr.im re 
while .<,eekmg to mamtain the gener,tl direction of the hberJ!J.,Jt on 
policie.<,. There are .<,Orne positive feature.<, .<,uch a.<, devolution of 
finance.<, to the state.<, to meet the minimum need_., .<,cheme.<,, \Orne 
limited mea ... ure.<, of relief to the people and step., to check the 
decline in public inve.<,tment m agnculture. But the efforh at 
resource mobili.,ation have been t11111d .tnd h.ilting. Except for the 
mea ... ure to plug the loophole for big comp,m1es p,1y1ng zero IJX, 
no significant propo,.,al to rai.<,e more money by direct t.1xe' on the 
affluent are there. Given the fact that net revenue receipts even at 
exi<;trng rates of taxation are e.<,tim<lted to rncre.ise by ,1bout 17per 
cent over the revised e.<,tim.ites of 1995-96, pl.tn expenditure hJ\ 
been mcre.1 ... ed only by about 12 per cent, which i.., d1.<,,1ppointmg 
There;_., no incre<l.<,e m the outlay_., on rur.il development ,md 'owl 
.<,ector.<,. The reduction in cmtom_., dut1e ... continue" the trend of 
import liber.ili ... .ition started under the prev1om government and will 
affect <;ect1on.<, of domestic indu ... try. 

Foreign Policy 
The stand taken by the Dev~ Gowd.i Government on the 

Comprehen,.,ive Te.,t B<ln Tre.ity (CTBT) negot1Jt1on' 1' in 

conformity with the .<,ecurity intere"t"' of the country. The CTBT 
text 111 it... present form does not .<,et any timeframe for di ... arm.iment 
by the miclear weapon states. India cannot in such a s1tuat1on be a 
signatory to the treaty. The CPI(M) i.., agatn.<,t a nucleJr .irms rJce 
in South Asia. However, India has to keep all it., optton' open 
while berng committed to univer ... al d1 ... arm,1rnent and the 
elimination of all nuclear weapons. 

In the foreign policy sphere, ba.,ed on the outloo!I. ... et out in 
h C · · t ·hould t e ommon Mm1mum Progr,unme, the governmen s 
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take necessary initiatives to revive and strengthen the non
aligned forums, South-South cooperation and further improve 
relations with China. 

Independent Mobilisation by Party 
Our overall approach to the government policies during this 

period is summed up hy how we have reacted on the above issues. 
While supporting the government from outside and playing a 
constructive role. the Party will defend the interests of the people 
whenever necessary. The Party and the mass organisations must 
take up those measures in the CMP which directly relate to the 
vital demands of the different sections of the working people such 
as implementation of the central legislation for agricultural 
workers. strengthening of PDS, trade union rights and so on. The 
Party and the mass organisations must raise the urgent demands 
of the people and highlight the issues to he taken up hy the 
government in different sectors. We must unite the broadest sections 
of the people around these demands and organise them for 
movements. In the sphere of economic policy. the Party and mass 
organisations must initiate broad united movements and struggles 
against the policy itself. Steps should he taken to reactivise the 
Sponsoring Committee and the Platform of Mass Organisations. 
The Party must popularise the alternate policy of resource 
mobilisation. Only then can people understand our position and 
demarcate it from the BJP and Congress(I) opposition to the U.F. 
Government's policies. This approach must be integrated with our 
struggle against price rise and such issues. 

At the political level. we should push for important measures 
such as the Lok Pal Bill, one-third reservation for women. central 
legislation for agricultural workers. electoral reforms. restructuring 
of Centre-State relations and legislation to strengthen secularism 
such as the invoking of Article 138(2). 

The CPl(M) parliamentary group has an important role in 
projecting the Party's understanding and intervening in the various 
issues which will come up in the present complicated situation. 
The Polit Bureau should ensure that there is effective coordination 
so that the parliamentary group is equipped for this work. 
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Jammu & Kashmir Election~ 

In-th1.., pcnod -.ome 1mport,mt po 1t1cJ.l que-.t1om c<1 ne up \\-heh 
required our Party" 111tervent1011. In L11111nu ,111d K<1-.hnm the Lol 
S<ibha election-. were held which -.bowed th.it people Jre ntere-,ted 
111 ,my -.tep which c.111 re-.tore pe.tce. which en-.ured J. deg1ee ot 
p<1rt1c1po1t on by the people defying the threJ.t of the extrem1-,l\ 
They c.imc forwc1rd to vote w1thOL t coercion Thi~ -.1tuJt on mmt 
be con-.ul1d,1ted ,1nd t.iken forw<1rd. Suqeet v1-.1ted K<1,hm1r Jnd 
held d1-.cu-.-.1011-. with all the ~ecul,1r p,irt1e-. 111clud1ng the N<1t 01J 
Conference and the Congre-.-.( I) le<1der~ The U F Steering 
Committee al-.o cl1scw..-.ed the m<1tter <111d c.1111e to the concl1' on 
th<lt elect1ono., ~hould be held -.0011 <1fter the exte1Non of Pre-,1dent' 
Rule which w<1-. to encl on July 17. An ,Ill p<1rt1e' meet mg wa' he d 
called by the government, where J. un.1111mou~ dec1-. on WJ'> t.iken 
th,1t election~ ~hould be held by end September. ,111d e.irly October 

While the ground-. for prep<1nng for the election'> h,tve been lJ1d 
~ome problem~ h,1ve cropped up reg,irdmg the politic,11 <1pproach 
There i~ no re<1h~at1on among some ~ectiom. that in the a"emb Y 
elections the m<1in d1vidmg line is between tho-.e ~ecul,irforce' wh eh 
wio.,h to keep Ka~hmtr w1th111 the Indian Union by prov1d ng ~TIJxmn m 
autonomy, ,md the extremi~t fund,1ment,1li~t force-; which ,ire bJcked 
by Pak1~tan which want to disrnpt any re'>tor,1t1on of democr.it c 
proce~'>. There 1~ <1l'>o the BJP which w,111t'> to scr.ipA111cle 370 The 
effort~ to en.,ure a wider participation m the a~-.embly election'> require. 
the partic1p,ltion of the National Conference which h.id kept out ot 
the Lok S,1bha poll-;. Our Party, keepmg th1.., m mmd. h.i'> publ c ). 
~tres~ed th,1t nothmg should be done to narrow the -,cope 01 

pait1cip,1tion for p<1rt1~an polit1c<1l red~Oll'-. The U.F. Government 
~hould clecl<1re in p<1rl1.iment 1tl\ commitment to provide mc1ximum 
autonomy to Jammu and K<1~hmir on the b.i~i., of the ao.,o.,ur<1nce given 
in the Common M11111num Programme. With the announcement 01 

the ~chedule for the election~ th~ ~trnggle to en~ure c1 peaceful poll m 
which the wide~t po~~ible p.irtic1p<1t~t;n 1~ en.,ured will be J m,tJOf 
ta~k for the U.F. Government. There will be efforh by the extrem '"· 
,1., seen by the kill mg of MX touri'>t~ recently and ~tepped-up JltJCk' 
on polit1cc1l act1v1~t~. to d1~rupt poll~. Our Paity 111 J,1111mu <1nd K.1-,hmlf 
will contribute it~ utmost to strengthenmo the democr,1t1c proce-.!> 11 

the ~tJte. ~ :=> 
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Uttar Pradesh Elections 

The other major battle ahead is the forthcoming assembly 
elections in Uttar Pradesh which have to be completed hy October 17 
when President's Rule will end. In the Lok Sabha elections, the 
B.IP was ahle to win 52 seats out of the total of 85. The BJP is the 
single largest political party in the slate with a consolidated base 
averaging 33 to 34 per cent of the vole. The voting paltern shows 
that if the SP and its allies and the BSP vote is put together. then 
the B.IP would haw lost 35 out of the 52 seats it won. Our Party 
was for an electoral arrangement wherein the BSP, which polled 
20 per cent of the vote, could have an understanding with the 
SP-JD-Left combination. But Kanshi Ram and Mayawati have 
adopted a negative and unreasonable stand of have nothing to do 
with Mulayam Singh and the SP. and want an alliance hypassing 
them. At the same time the BSP negotiated with the Congress(!) 
and has come to an understanding with it. This division of the 
secular vote is a matter of serious concern. Now it is necessary for 
the U.F. Constituents in Uttar Prauesh like the SP-JD-Left and 
Congress(TJ to come together and launch a campaign to mohi lise 
all secular sections to give an effective tight to the BJP and minimise 
the Jisruption in the unity of the secular forces. The Janata Dai 
leadership should realise that a united campaign along with 
Mulayam Singh is the only way the secular sections including the 
minorities can be rallied to fight the elections . 

.Janata Dai Developments 

Some of the problems which have cropped up within the 
.Janata Dai, which is the biggest constituent in the United Front 
Government, should be noted as they concern the cohesion of the 
United Front coalition. The events in Karnataka about Hegde 
depicted a picture of disunity. In Orissa, a small section of the 
Janata Dai is advocating alliance with the BJP and some leaders 
have joined the BJP. The La loo Prasad Goverm:nent is bogged down 
by the series of scams which are being exposed in Bihar. 

The appointment of Ramesh Bhandari as the Governor of U.P. 
came as a surprise and caused dismay in the political circles given 
the dubious background of Bhandari with his links with 
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Chandra-..wam1 J.nd KhJ.-..hogg1, and h1-.. controver-..1,11 tenured\ 
Governor of Tnpura where he J.cted 111 J. part1.,<1n mJnner The 
appomtment of "ltch a per-..on to the key po~t of Governor before 
the .i.,.,emhly election'> m Utt<1r Pr<1de'>h c.innot be 1u.,t1fied many 
w,1y. While the '>Upport of the Congre.,.,(l) i'> nece.,1,ary for the Deve 
Gowd,1 Government to remain 111 office, we mu'>t he v1gd,1111 to ,ee 
th.tt no unprmc1pled comprom1.,e-. t.i"-e pl,1ce which h<1rm the 1m.ige 
of the U111ted Front Government. 

W1th111 ,111 the~e lurnt.itions we h,1ve to try .ind -.ee th,1t the U F 
Government functiom cohesively and I'> able to trJ.n!'ll<1te mto Jctlon 
what i~ decided commonly in the .Steering Committee. 

Tussle within Congress(I) 
The defeat 111 the elect1om. h,ts 111ten..,11ied the 111ner-p,111y !-.tmggle 

withm the Congre\~( l) with efforh to d1~lodge N<1ra.,1mha R,10 from 
the leader!'lhtp. The d1!-l~ident~ were un<1ble to force N,11«1-.1mh,1 Ri10 

to abide by the one po~t prmc1ple c1nd he got elected J-. the leJder of 
the parliamentary p,1rty while retammg the pre~1denhh1p. RJo WJ'> 

able to fend off all the attc1ck1, ,tnd keep the nh1_1ority 111 the 
parliamentary party and working committee. However, with the 
number of ca!'le" bemg filed ag,un~t h11n and the lc1w clo.,mg m on 
him, R<10 find!'> himself in a tight corner. In the JMM bribery c,1,e, 
the CBI Wd'> hauled up for not filing J. proper FIR m which R,10 w," 
not n.imed a~ J.n accused and fre..,h FIR hJ.d to be prep,lfed n,1ming 
him. In the R~. 133-crore urea scand,11 which I'> a ~hockmg c,1;-,e of 
swindlmg of public funds by a coterie of busmes-.men Jnd cornipt 
politician)., a rel,ttive of the former Prime Mini~ter ha-. been arre,ted 
and hi" son i~ under inve~t1gat1on. Jn the c<11.,e .ig,1instChandra-.w,imi, 
for which he has been arrested and _puled, the compf,11ihlnt 
Lakhubh,1i !'I te!'lt1mony in court ha~ 1mplrc<1ted R<10 and theM,1g11.,tr.ite 
h.is summoned him .i~ an accu~ed in the ca1'e of cheatmg. De;-,ptte all 
these ca'>e!-1, Rao sh,uneles~ly contmue:-. to remain both the Pre.,ident 
and the leader of the Conrrres:-.(I) p<1rlt<1mentary p.irty Dt'-"'dence 

• i::- the ha). grown ,1fter the latest summon!'> t!'l!'>Ued to R.io. At pre:-.ent 
tactics of the Congres!-1( I) under R.io ..,eems to be extt"<1ct conce'-"10n" 
from the Deve Gowda Government for cont111uat1011 of the economic 
policie~ ,111d m the matter of high-level appomtmenh. 
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In the ~tates where the con<;t1tuenh of the United Front ,m.~ 
nmning "t.1te government~ Jnd the Congre,...,(l) i~ m the oppo..,1tion. 
"uch Congre...,....(l) unih are more voc,tl <1gJin .... t the U.F Government 
a~ in Andhra Prade~h. K<1rn<1t<1k<1, We~t Bengal and Kerala. 

West Bengal: Congress(l)'s Di'iruptive Tactics 
In We<;t Ben•Tdl the two faction" of the .... tale Congre~'{l) led by 

~ ' .... 
Somen M1tr,1 ,ind M,1m.1t<1 B,111eqee re .... pectively h<1ve been 
competmg with e,ich other to mount ,1tt<1ch on the Left Front 
Government. UtiJi..,111g ~ome ci.1 .... he" which took pi.ice .ifter the 
electron-.. the Congre..,...,(l) h.1-. been <1ccu .... 111g the CPl( M) of 1'1II111g 
it-. ~upporter~ and called for an <1g1t<1t1011. In actu,il f,1ct 26 CPl(M) 
and Left Front ~upporter~ have been killed 111 the po~t-electron 
attack' by Congre ........ men and 111 the da..,he' "ome Congre~"( J) people 
h.tve .1ho died. The p.1r<1llel c.ill" for agit.1t1011 by M,1111ata Banerjee 
of r.iil roko .rnd ra..,ta roko did not evoke ,my wHJe..,pre.id re..,pon..,c 
<1nd 1t culmm.ited m the oftic1.il Congre..,..,(l) c<11l for a b,111dh on 
July 5. The P.1rty and the Left Front h.1d to eh.ilk out .i c<1111p.11g11 to 
mobili..,e the people <1ga111~t th1.., dr~ruptrve t,1ct1C.., of the Congre..,~(l) 
and a wide..,pre,1d progr.1mme of meetinp, rall1e.., and p.1111phletmg 
W<I!> u11dert.1ken to expo~e the Congre..,..,(I) c.14! for the b.mdh. 

Tripura 

In this period a teme sltuatwn developed in Tnpura m view of 
fhe call by the extremi'>t All Tripura Tiger Force ( AITF) for a 
IO-d<1y b.mdh from July I to dnve out all tho~e people who ~ettled 
down m the state .ifter 1951. Thre<1h of k11lmg and v10lence 111 the 
form of po..,ter" and handbill" were '"'ued by thl\ group and rn the 
b.1ckground of the contrnurng violent act1vrt1e~ of the extrem1..,t 
group" there wa~ a ~en~e of in!>ecurrty .1mong the no11-trrb<1l people. 
The Left Front Government took nece~ .... ary ~tep~ ac.h111111..,trallvely 
to meet the threat and requi~1tioned forces from the Centre wrth 
the cooperation of the U F Government for deployment in all the 
o;en.<.it1ve ,irea.<.. The Party al..,o undertook an mten ... ive pol1tict1l 
c<1mp.11gn ag<1in .... t the bandh call and the extrem1-.t threat", and ..it 
the s.tme time countered the con..,pir.tcy of the Beng<1li ch.tuvini .... t 
group ... to dr~turb peace and communal amity. Due to the firm 
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mea..,urc:-, tdken by the Left Front Government Jnd the politic.ii 
camp,ugn, the ten-day b,mdh h.i~ p.i1.,..,cd off by and l,trge peJcefully 
except for one or two mctdenh. The depred,it1011:-, of the extretnt\l 
group" Ill the form of k1dn,1ppmg.., .ind extort1om co11t111ue to d1..,rnpt 
norm.ii life 111 remote are.i~ and ,1ffect development,tl work It .., 
e..,:-,ent1,tl th,1t the Centre contmue:-, to extend cooperJt1011 to the 
:-,t.tte by deploymg .idequdte par,urnlttary force.., to contJlll the 
activ1t1e:-, of the group:-, which are ..,Jieltenng group!-> aero..,~ the 
border. 

Role of Left-led Governments 
The fifth Left Front Government in We..,t BengJl ,ind the new 

LDF Government 111 Ker<tla h<tve both a:-,:-,umed office Jt a Juncture 
when there 1~ a complicated national poht1cal :-,1tuJt1on The 
ex1"tence of the U.F Government ,1t the Centre open.., up the 
po:-,s1bilitie~ for greater cooper<tt1on with the Centre Jnd the 
re~olution of :--ome of the long-stand mg problem.., faced by the ~tJte~ 
m the mJtter of allop1t1on of re:--ource:-- and endmg of d1!->cnrnmJ!lon 
Ut1h:--mg th1!'> favourJble opportu111ty and de:--p1te the con~trJtnh, 
the three Left-led 1.,tate government.., ..,f10uld eh.ilk out plJn~ for the 
economic development of the state:--, :--trengthenmg of the locJI 
bodJe)o, Jnd p.inchJyat:-,, efficient implementation of welfare ~cherne.., 
Jnd improvement in the soc1<1l :--ector ltke edt1CJt1on and health 
The progre:-,!'> 111 the government.., functionmg in ,111 the~e ~phere~ 

t. h Left will m<tl<.e J po:-,1t1ve contribution to the strengthenmg o t e 
dnd democr,1t1c force~ in the country. 

BJP Tactics 
Th h · wer ,11 the oug the BJP h,1~ failed 111 1b que!'>t to remam in po 

Centre, 1t:-- strength Jnd capJc1ty to mobt li"e popul<lrch-;content on 
any is:-,ue ~hould not be undere-.tim,tted. The BJP t~ ~eektng to 
project it!'lelf as a party in w.i1tincr to form the government, ut1h'111g 
. h e hJVlll" tts !'> ort-ltved stmt m office. It hope~ to cash 111 on V,1_1p,iyee e 

become Prune Mini~ter to give it re..,pectabdity particul,1rly .imongst 
the m1ddle clas:--. The BJP will be nMkincr every effort to wtn the 
U P I ' · d ' e t' tl e f ict thJI, · · e ectton:-, an form a crovernment there. Aw.ire o 1 ' 

. h k. o ot "et .i Wit Ollt n1d ·mg he,1dway in the southern :--tateS, It C<lllll c 
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m,1jonty 111 P.1rl1.iment in the next elcct1on~. 1t 1~ .ict1vely <,eck.ing 
to find new ,1lhe.,. It 1., wooing the new poht1c,1l form,1t1on led hy 
Hcgdc. forging link., with the Laxmi P<1rvat1 group in Andhr<1 
Pr.ide-,h .ind m,1kmg overture-; to Jay,1tll1tha Ill T,111111 N..idu. The 
recent election., h,we <,hown th,1t the B.JP h..i~ g.1ined from .,uch 
alliance., with lm:.:il p.1rtie., and group .... The RSS will he act1v1.,ing 
1t'> varim1., fronh p.1rt1cularly the VHP to r.tt'>e j.,.,ue-; which can 
..irou.,e commun,11 feel mg., .igam.,t the mmont1es and mohth.,e new 
.,ect1on., to the Hmdutva cau-;e But the B.JP ,., not free from inner 
contr.1d1ct1om. The inner-p.irty -,1tu..1t1on 111 Gu_1.irat ha., got 
,1ggr.iv.1tcd with the ou-,ter of the St.ite Pre~1dent who 1.., ,tllred to 

Yagela and the -;trnggle will get 111ten~1tied 111 the com111g d.ty-;. In 
M.1hc1r,1-,htra there ..ire ~tr,11n.., between the BJP ,md the Shtv Sen..i, 
there Me problems of fact10n..1l1..,m per..,1~t111g 111 ~t.ite.., hk.e M.P. 
,md B1h,1r The hollowne..,~ of the ~wade~h1 pl.itform of the BJP 
w,1.., exptN:d by the dec1:-.1on to extend the Centre~ counter
gu,1r,mtee to the Enron pro_1ect, t..ik.cn 111 <,ecrecy on the eve of the 
ou..,ter of the V,11p.iyee Government. Su<:h p.indenng to the U .S 
mult111,1t1on..1I comp.iny 1:-. accomp,m1ed by .i re<:ord of ..,oc1,dly 
rcact10n.iry pohc1e.., pur..,ued by the B.IP-run ..,t.ite government.... In 
a ..,hort period, there h.ive been four t..t'>c.., of ..,exu,ll a..,.,.iult and 
.itroc1t1e.., on women by BJP pcr..,on.., 111 R,1.1.i..,th,111 whom the 
SheLt\hlt Government 1.., protect111g. 

Ta..,ks in The Political Situation 

The <:h,mge 111 the political ..,1tu<1t1on which h..i.., come about ..ifter 
the Lok S.1bh.i election~ mu:-.t be properly e..,tm1.1ted. The Party 
and the Left mu .... t accord pnonty to the t.i.,k of comb<1ting the 
commun..il force:-. Thi-; reqmre~ work111g out proper t.ictic:-. tor.illy 
all ~ecular force~ to 1~olate the BJP poltttcally and to concretely 
counter the "logan~ and propc1gand.1 of the H111dutva force" which 
h<1~ an .ippe.il among the ma.1onty community The re,1Lt101Mry cla"" 
chc1racter of the BJP and 1t~ ~oc1.il philo<,ophy, and 1t~ pern1c1ou., 
effect.., on nation.ii unity, the mmont1e.., and the ~oci,11 ly oppre.,~ed 
lit...e the d,1'1t., mu:-.t be effectively expo ... ed in a proper w.iy. It 
requires working out an orga111~at1on.il plan to counter the growth 
of the BJP-RSS outf11'. wherever we have rnfluence and 
orgc1111..,.it ion. 
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S1mult,meow.ly, we mu'>t contmue the fight ..tg..t1n't the IMF
World Bank d1ctdted economic pol1c1e:-. ,md be ..tct1ve 111111tervenmg 
m ..tll J1.,..,ue.., which affect the people.., 111tere..,h ,md l1vel1hood We 
nm..,t t.tke the 111tt1ctt1ve 111 ch..tmp1011111g the dem,mJ, of VJflOU\ 
\ect1on'> of the people to mob11t .... e them for '>truggle:-.. re.ich out to 
the mJ,..,..,e,.., followmg other part1e.., for _10111t :-.truggle:-. .ind build up 
the w1de-,t unity for revers..tl of h..trmful economic poltc1e,.., It 1,.., in 

thi.., w.ty that the d1"content being continuow.Iy gener..ited due to 
the bourgeo1:-.-l.tndlord polic1e.., c.tn be chJnnel1..,ed on nght lrne~ 
and the 111tervent1on of the BJP to c.t:-.h 111 on popul<1r d1:-.content be 
countered. We mu:-.t mobtl1:-.e different :-.ect1on:-. of the people to 
push for the 1mplementJt10n of tho..,e measure,.., in the CMP which 
advance their rntere-;t,..,. It ,,.., nece,,,1ry to comb111e our :-.upport to 
the U F. Government wtth the mdependent 111<1:-.,.., mobtl1..,..ition ,md 
,..,truggle,.., while being vigil,mt to ,..,ee th,1t the BJP doe' not ..,ucceed 
in gammg from the weakne,..,,..,e,.., and contrad1ct1on.., 111 the broJd
ba:-.ed M~cul.ir coaltt1on. 

The CPI h,1:-. .1omed the government and h,1,.., two m11fr.,ter,.., While 
our Party has correctly decided to 1'Upport the government from 
outside, tt is essential that the coord111at10n between the CPl(M) 
and the CPI and the Left parties 1!.. mJintained and !..trengthened 
The ~trength of the Left can be advanced only through the iTIJS,.., 
act1vitie,.., and united struggles which the Left can m1t1Jte It 1 ~ 
therefore of the utmo:-.t importance th.tt the mdependent 1dent1ty of 
the PJrty Jnd the Left i.., maintamed in the coming d,1y:-.. We mu,..,t 
..,tress on pro_rectmg the Left and democratic altern.iuve and 11' 
platform of demand~ formulated in the I 5th Congre~~ of the P.1rty 
The review of the elections which hJ~ been conducted will show 
the immed1,1te steps which are nece..,s,try to ,..,treamlme the PJrty 
polit1c<1lly ,md organisationally to project the independent P0 ' 1t100' 

. . h p rty ~ 
of the P..trty. The~e t.t~ks mmt be undertaken ~o th,1t t e '1 

intervenmg capdctty grows contributmg to the strengthen mg 0~~e 
Left. Thi~ is the way to strengthen the wide ... t ~ecul.ir u111ty Jn or 
the adv.tnce of the Left and democr.it1c force ..... 
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Elections* 

Adopted by The Central Committee of 
The CPl(M) in It~ Meeting Held in New Delhi 
on July 27-29, 1996 

The election" to the 11 th Lok S<1bha h<1ve resulted, a~ widely 
expected, m no smgle p.irty or formation winning a m<lJOnty The 
election re.;ults are not,1ble for the decisive defeat .;uffered by the 
ruling Congre~s which got the lowe.;t percent.ige of votes and ~eah 
!'>lllCe the fir~t general elections in 1952. It ha~ <ll\o led, d1<;turbmgly. 
to the emergence of the BJP a" the ~ingle-large"t p.irty, though 
well short of a m<ljonty. The non-Congress(!), non-BJP secul<lr 
part1e!\ con~t1tute a significant bloc in the Lok S<!bhd. In the present 
correl<1tion of forces withm parliament, the regio1ul parties have 
acquired a prominent role given the fact that no nation<ll party 1~ 
in a po~1tion to domtndte or mu!\ter a majority. 

The election result<; reve<1I that the declme in the Congre!\~(l)'s 
ma~., ba~e which began from the 1989 Lok Sabha election" 
continue!\. The 1989 and 1991 elections saw the end of the single 
p.irty dominance of the Congres..,(l). The current Lok Sabha 
election" h.ive led to a sharp decrea~e of 6.7 per cent in its vote 
and its !\eat!\ commg down to 142, the lowest ever in the hi!\tory of 
the party. Thi~ ero..,.on of support i!\ a direct result of the impact of 
the re.ict1onary economic pohc1e~ 1111tlated by the Rao Government, 
its compromising approach to the communal force~ and the high
level corruption which it ~pawned The inf1ghtmg and revolt~ 
withm the Congress(I) contributed to the debacle 

Such a comprehensive defeat of the Congre~!\(I) should h.ive 
paved the way for the advance of the Left, democratic and secular 
forces. However, it is the reactionary BJP with its communal 
pl.itform which gained the most from the Congre~!\(I)'~ decline. 

*Pubh,hc:d .i.' a bookie:! m Augu~t 1996 
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Though 1t could not :-.ub.,tant1..illy mcre..i.,e It:-. voting percentJge 
( 1t ha.'. reg1-,tered only a m,1rg111,il 111crCJ<,e of 0 7r1r from 20 I% to 
20 89(- ), 1t h,1., won 160 .,e<lt:-. <1nd emerged for the flr1.,t tune J\ the 
.,111gle-l,1rge'>t p,1rty 111 the Lok S,1hh,1 Thi-, c1llcmed It to 1.,tJ~e 11\ 
chum to form the government Alongw1th 1h J1l1e-, the S i1v Senct, 
S,1111,1t<1 P,1rty <lnd the Haryan<l V1k.1:-. P,irty <lnd 1h po'-l-poll ally 
the ALil11.,, the form<lt1on led by the BJP h<l., a "trength of 194 
C<lste identity <lnd mobili:-.at1on on o.;uh-ca1.,te b,1..,11., hJ-. led to 
c<l:-.te1sm play111g a w1de:-.pread role 111 elector<ll mobI11-.<1t1on 

The combination repre.'>entmg the third force which compmed 
the fan,1ta Dai, the Left P<lrtie" and the S<1ma.JW<ldi P<lrty did not 
fare d., well a:-. we expected. It got 113 -;eah. Alongw1th the regwnctl 
p<lrties which were <lilied to the Left, like the AGP <1nd the TDP. 
the tot<ll come., to 134. The tn<llll -.etb<lck was 111 B1h,1r where the 
JO, Left combmat1on lo.1>t nearly half the .'>eat.'> held prev1ou,(y 

The succe:-.:-. of the DMK and the TMC wlm:h defe<1ted the 
Congre.,:-.( I) and its ally the AJADMK m T<lmil N,1du g<1ve it .i 

bloc of 37 .'>eat.'>. The<>e two p<lrt1e:-. ,itongw1th the TDP <1nd the 
AGP repre:-.ent a :-.uh:-.t<lntial force which came to pl<1y an 1mport<1nt 
role in the po.'>t-election scen<1no. 

The election:-. were held at a cruci,tl tnne for the country A., the 
Centr<ll Committee\ report on polit1c<ll developmenb ddopted n 
J<1nuary 1996 <lt M<1dr<ls had .'>t<lted. 

'As the crucial Lok Sabha elect1ons, to be held 111 Apnl, drctw 
near, it 1:-. clear that the country I.'> faced with four m,1.1or problem., 
They are: (I) the di-;astrou:-. impact of the imperial1"t d1ctJted 
economic policies endangenng economic sovereignty ,md ruming 
the lives of the people; (2) the commur1<1l danger and 11" divisive 
1mp.ict on n<1t1onal unity; (3) the sep<lrat1:-.t movement'> which 
enabl~ imperialist penetration; (4) corro~1ve <..orruption and 
cnmm.ihsation of politics. 

"The policies of Naras1mha RJo Government and the cornrnun<1l 
politics of the BJP both representing different facet.'> of the, ruling 
clds.'tes are mainly respon.'>1ble for the aggr.ivJtlOll ot the~e 
problem:-.. How the four ch.illenges are met polit1c<1lly wtll 
determine the future course of directwn for the country . · In line 
with the Party Congress direction, our effort:-. have been geared 
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towards the forging of an effective third alternative which can 
electorally contest and defeat the Congress(!) and the BJP". 

It is in the light of this understanding that we should review the 
results of the elections and our Party's role and intervention in the 
electoral struggle. 

Congress(I) Defeat 
The defeat of the Congress(I) represents the continuation and 

intensification of the trend witnessed during the assembly elections 
in some of the major states held in the intervening period. The 
successive defeats of the Congress(!) in Andhra Pradesh, 
Karnataka, Bihar, Maharashtra and Gujarat were.a precursor to 
the defeat in the general elections. The defeat in the Lok Sabha 
elections represents a rejection of the policies pursued by the 
Congress(!) government particularly due to the adverse impact of 
its economic policies on the people, its compromise with the 
communal forces and high-level corruption. The Congress(!) party 
not only lost the majority it had acquired by defections after the 
1991 Lok Sabha elections but its vote has got eroded in most of 
the states. Only in Orissa, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh and to a 
smaller extent in West Bengal, did it gain in terms of percentage 
of votes. Its performance has been disastrous in Uttar Pradesh, 
Bihar, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Punjab. In 
the state assembly elections held along with the parliament 
elections it lost power in Assam, Haryana and Kerala where it had 
state governments. 

The election results show that the party continues to be spurned 
by the minorities by and large, except in some areas where the 
BJP threat exists and it is the only other choice. Even here when it 
came to the question of voting for the Congress(I) as the lesser 
evil, the turnout was low among the minorities. The squeezing of 
the poor due to the policies of liberalisation has led to large-scale 
desertion of the rural and urban poor from the Congress(!). In states 
like Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Punjab, the BSP has 
severely eroded the traditional Scheduled Caste base of the 
Congress(!). The loss of the largest number of seats from Tamil 
Nadu is, of course, due to the wave against Jayalalitha, with whom 
the party had allied. 
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Though the Congress(I) suffered a severe defeat m the electJons, 
it will be wrong to write it off as a political force. It 1s still the 
biggest national political party wtth nearly 30 per cent vote with 
an all-India spread. Further, it has come second m 247 seats. 

BJP Performance 
The BJP has gained over 40 seats from its 1991 tally to emerge 1 

as the largest-single party. However, this has been achieved no1 
due to any substantial increase in its voting percentage which has 
gone up only by less than one per cent according to prehmmary 
estimates. The mam gain of the BJP has been either due to the 
division in the Congress(!) as m Madhya Pradesh where it mcreased 
its seats by 15; or due to the strength accruing by alliance~ like m 
B,1har with the Samata Party and the Sh1v Sena in Maharashtra. 
These three states together gave the BJP an increase of 41 seats 

But the growth of the BJP's influence both in terms of its spread 
to new areas and its consolidation in its strong bases mu~t not l>I: 
underestimated. The BJP has consolidated its pos1t1on m 
Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Delhi which are 
its traditional areas. It has made new gains in Assam and Onssa 
where its voting percentage has gone up substantially (16. 
cent and 13.3 per cent respectively). It has also slightly 1mpn,,.,u 
its percentage in Gujarat though it lost seats there. In Haryanaand 
Tripura, it has improved its votes tally. In the North, it is only m 
Punjab and Himachal that it has not been able to improve on 115 

199 J performace. However, it is in the South that it has failed to 
do well. In Kamataka where it has its strongest base in the South, 
its growth was contained and its vote percentage reduced by 2 per 
cent. Si mi larl y in Andhra Pradesh also, it decreased. In Tamil Nadu 
and Kerala, it registered a small increase. 

Taken overall it is a fact that the BJP is the only national party 
h · h ' . 1 In that w 1c has made steady advance smce the 1989 e ect10ns. 

sense the outcome of the 1996 elections must be seen as a 
continuation of this trend. Its support has grown in its major stat~s 

· · f anti· at the expense of the Congress(!) where a combmauon ° 1 
Congress(!) popular discontent penetrat10n of the communa 
ideology and skilful organisation~} work backed by the RSS. have 
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together contributed to the BJP's growth. To project its Hindutva 
platform, the BJP campaigned on issues like Article 370 on 
Kashmir, um form civil code and infiltration from Bangladesh. At 
the same time, it took up the economic issues and corruption which 
alienated the people from the Congress(!) to cash in on the mass 
discontent even though its basic economic policy is no different. 

It 1s not sufficient to see the BJP's growmg influence purely in 
terms of the instant 1mpacf of the communal appeal on the electorate. 
Underlying the penetration of the communal ideology is the vast 
organisational work which is being undertaken by the various outfits 
of the RSS. The Saraswat1 S1shu Vidyalayas (kindergartens) and 
other educational institutions run by the RSS are an expanding 
network in many states; behmd its success in South B1har which 
has a big ad1vasi population there is the work of an orgamsation 
hke the Vanavasi Kalyan Parishad, an RSS outfit which has been 
'"Orking primarily to counter the influence of the Christian 
mi~sionaries. It is through this organisation that the RSS has made 
inroads among the adivasis in B1har, Madhya Pradesh, RaJasthan 
and now m Onssa. It is significant that the BJP ts penetratmg most 
;~ f)~issa in the backward tnbal areas using both the feudal/royal 

~· bans and the work of the RSS. The RSS is abo assi.;;ting the 
'IDp' to organise people on caste and sub-caste Imes. Holding of 
caste conferences, organisations of different sub-castes, taking up 
their specific problems, ensuring that tickets are distnbuted to the 
prominent people in these communities, are all planned by the RSS 
in order to widen the social base of the BJP. These type of activities 
are very evident in states like Uttar Pradesh where the BJP gets 
sub~tantial votes from certam castes belonging to the OBCs and the 
Scheduled Castes. Everywhere, the BJP as a classic reactionary party 

, seeks to divert the discontent generated by the bourgeois-landlord 
system into divisive channels of communal and caste consciousness. 

Apart from conducting the anti-communal political campaign 
and ideological struggle, it is necessary to understand how the 
RSS-BJP combination works and concretely analyse which 
sections it is penetrating. This work must be undertaken by the 
Party Committee if their influence is to be countered and our work 
h these areas developed. 
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The Third Alternative 
The third force consisted of the combination of the Janata Dai, 

the Left Parties and the Samajwadi Party. This combmation was 
forged after a protracted struggle and a long delay. The main reason 
being the difficulties in bringing together the Janata Dai and the 
Samajwadi Party in Uttar Pradesh. Their alliance was eventually 
forged only at the end of March, practically on the eve of the 
elections. This led to a delay in projecting this combmatwn and 
also in preparing and issuing a joint appeal. The J anata Dai has its 
strength confined only to three states: Bihar, Kamataka and Onssa. 
Its maximum number of MPs were from Bihar in 1991. This ttme, 
the J anata Dai strength went down from 32 to 22 in B ihar and the 
JD and allies could get only 26 seats out of the total of 54. In 
Onssa, it lost further ground and won only 4 out of the 20 seats It 
is only in Kamataka that the Janata Dai could improve its pos1tton 
significantly. The Left Parties could only maintain theu pos1tton 
though there was a marginal decrease in the total strength from 56 
to 54. Thus, the third force could only acquire the third pos1tton 
after the BJP and the Congress(!). 

The other parties with which the CPI(M) and Left alhed did 
well in the elections. In Andhra Pradesh, the TOP (Naidu group) 
won 16 seats and polled 34.2 per cent of the votes thereby 
establishing itself as the main TOP party; the Laxmi Parvathi 
group was routed and failed to win a single seat. The Congress(!) 

· · te per could win 22 out of the 42 seats despite a decrease m its vo 
cent of 4.7 per cent only because of the TOP and Left votes spht 
by the Laxmi Parvathi group. In Assam, the AGP and its ally 
CPI(M) won 6 out of the 14 seats while the Congress(I) could wm 
only 5. In Tamil Nadu, the gamble by Narasimha Rao in altgmng 
with the AIADMK against the wishes of the state leadership led 10 

the combination of the DMK and TMC emerging. This alltance 
became the focus for the anti-Jayalalitha discontent and it w~ 
able to sweep the elections. The DMK-TMC-CPI alliance won 

3 

the 39 seats in the state. d 
In Uttar Pradesh, the BJP won 52 out of 85 seats getting aro~n d 

34% of the vote. The non-BJP secular vote was sharply divi ~ 
between the SP and the BSP. If the votes of the SP-JD-Left and t e 
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BSP are combined, then the BJP would have lost 35 out of the 52 
seats it won. An important feature of the Uttar Pradesh elect10ns is 
the increase in the BSP vote which polled 20.6 per cent of the total 

vote. 

Minorities Trend 
The minorities have generally voted against the Congress(!) 

wherever there was a viable secular alternative against the BJP. It 
is only m those areas where the fight was between the BJP and the 
Congress(!) that the minorities chose the latter. However, in these 
places also, there was manifest reluctance to vote for the 
Congress(!) among the general Muslim voters with a large section 
pref erring to stay away from voting. Another feature noticed was 
the low turnout of the Muslim members in states where they had 
no confidence that there was an effective electoral force to defeat 
the BJP. In Bombay-Bhiwandi in Maharashtra and in many places 
in Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh the low turnout 
of the Muslims can be ascribed to their inability to see a strong 
third alternative to bank upon. The split of the secular forces 
between the SP and the BSP was one such reason. The inability of 
the Party to attract Muslim votes in a substantial number in many 
places where we contested is a matter of concern. The 
consciousness of the minority community is focused mainly on 
their security and the Party's links with the Muslim masses are 
still very weak. The growth of fundamentalist forces within the 
community, as a reaction to majority communalism, and due to 
patronage from abroad, also acts as a barrier. We continue to neglect 
the special steps necessary to be taken to forge the Party and mass 
organisations' links with the Muslim masses. This shortcoming 
has to be removed. 

Our Tactical Line on the Elections 
The political resolution of the 15th Congress had directed that 

"The CPl(M) and the Left must try for an understanding with the 
secular opposition parties to present an effective alternative to the 
Congress(!) and the BJP. The Left alone cannot, in the present 
situation, defeat both these forces. The secular opposition parties 
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have though constrained by the absence of a coherent programme, 
an important role in projecting the immediate electoral alternative." 
It is on the basis of this understanding that the Central Committee 
of the Party worked out the line of mobilising all the Left, 
democratic and secular opposition forces for forging a wider unity 
to present a third alternative to the Congress(!) and the BJP. The 
Central Committee worked out its concrete electoral tactics after 
assessing the situation prevailing after the assembly elections in 
some of the major states. Though the Janata Dai-National Front 
was in disarray, the growing discontent of the people against the 
Congress(!) resulted in the victory of the Telugu Desam in Andhra 
Pradesh and the Janata Dai in Karnataka and Bihar assembly 
elections. This opened the possibility for a third force comprising 
the National Front, Left and their allies. Given the situation, our 
Party decided that the efforts to forge the third alternative should 
go beyond the framework of the old National Front-JO, Left 
combination. There were other major parties like the Samajwadi 
Party in Uttar Pradesh, the AGP in Assam and some other regional 
forces which should be brought together to forge the widest unity 
based on the understanding formulated in the July Central 
Committee meeting of 1995, our Party leadership continuously 
worked for the alliance between the Janata Dai, the Samjwadi Party 
and the Left Parties in Uttar Pradesh in view of the vital importance 
of the state in the fight against the BJP. Our Party leadership 
intervened to see that the Janata Dai finally adopted a positio~ to 
facilitate such a wider unity. However, the efforts for such a wider 
unity were protracted and came at such a late stage that the 
projection of a third alternative could not be achieved in the manner 
we wished. 

While we were making these efforts the split in the Telugu 
Desam in Andhra Pradesh was a setback. It resulted in divergent 
views between the Left on the one hand and the JD with the later 
deciding to go alongwith the Laxmi Parvathi group. Our Party 
adopted essentially correct tactics in relation to the complex 
situation that arose in Andhra Pradesh. We continued to appeal for 
unity to fight the Congress(!) while deciding to ally with ~he 
majority group of the TDP led by Chandrababu Naidu. The eJecuon 
results have vindicated our assessment. 
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In Assam, after discussions in the Central Committee and the 
state committee, we decided to have an electoral understanding 
with the AGP for the first time, taking into account the fact that 
the AGP had changed some of its old positions against the 
minorities and keeping in mind the necessity to prevent an alliance 
between the AGP and the BJP. Our success in working out correct 
tactics in Assam resulted in the AGP being brought within the 
framework for wider secular unity and in enabling the defeat of 
the Congress(!) in the state. In Bihar, Karnataka and Orissa, despite 
various problems, we finally arrived at an understanding about 
seats with the Janata Dai even though Biju Patnaik in Orissa and 
Laloo Prasad in Bihar were adopting a negative approach to the 
question of allotting us a reasonable number of seats. In 
Maharashtra, the CPI, CPI(M) and PW.P which had formed a Left 
alliance was able to have a wider understanding with the Janata 
Dai, R.P.I., Kamgar Aghadi and the Samajwadi Party. In Punjab, 
the CPI(M) and the CPI decided to fight the elections jointly as 
they were against any alliance with the Akal is. 

These steps represent a degree of success in drawing together a 
number of secular bourgeois parties and allies so that the third 
alternative could be widened and strengthened. However, such a 
combination was forged on the eve of the elections. A joint appeal 
was formulated only after the elections were announced and hence 
it could not be projected effectively as a cohesive alternative. Given 
the past experience of the people with such alliances at the national 
level, requisite confidence could not be created that it would be a 
stable entity. Even the alliance between the JD and the SP led to a 
revolt in the shrunken Uttar Pradesh Janata Dai with a number of 
its activists leaving the party. In such a situation, despite the success 
of the combination in states like Karnataka, Assam and partially 
in Andhra Pradesh and the Left success in its three states, the 
overall performance could not reach the level of being able to 
outpace the BJP and the Congress(!). 

In Tamil Nadu, our Party could not go with the DMK after it 
became clear that it was keeping its options open for an 
understanding with the Congress(D and playing down its opposition 
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to the Congress(!) Government's policies. We allied with the 
MDMK and the J anata Dai. The DMK, on the eve of the elections, 
made a public offer to the Congress(!) expressing its willingness 
to have an understanding if it breaks with the AIADMK. The 
overwhdming majority of the state unit of the Congress(!) was 
also prepared for this. However, Narasimha Rao decided at the 
last moment to go alongwith Jayalalitha and her party thereby 
sparking off a major revolt which Jed to the formation of the Tamil 
Maanila Congress. The unparalleled record of corruption and 
misrule of Jayalalitha led to a massive upsurge to which all 
opposition parties had contributed. But the combination of the 
DMK-TMC which was also supported by Rajnikant became the 
focus for the massive anti-J ayalal itha mass sentiment. This resulted 
in a big sweep for the DMK-TMC alliance. Our combination and 
other parties got completely squeezed out. 

Reviewing the Party's line in Tamil Nadu, we cannot attribute 
any mistake in our decision not to go with the DMK, given the 
fact that till the last moment, the DMK was prepared to have an 
understanding with the Congress(!). With such an approach of the 
DMK, our Party could not have compromised its position by 
committing to any alliance with it. 

Our Party's Performance 
The CPl(M) and the Left-led alliance won the elections in 

West Bengal, Kerala and Tripura. In the assembly elections in 
West Bengal and Kerala, the Left Front and the LDF we~e 
victorious. But overall, the Party could not increase its strength 111 

the Lok Sabha. 
The CPI(M) contested 76 seats including independents supported 

by the Party. We have won 33 seats (including 1 Independent). 
According to preliminary estimates, the Party has polled 6.2 per 
cent of the total valid votes which is the same as in the 199! 
elections. The Party's gains were in Tripura where we won both 
the seats with big margins; in Kerala, where we held. 4 seats 
previously, we were able to win 6 this time includmg one 
Independent supported by us; in West Bengal, we have wo~ 23 

wh!d1 is less by 4 from the previous tally of 27. We have retaineJ 
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the sitting Barpeta seat in Assam. We have won a new seat 
Khammam in Andhra Pradesh but lost the sitting Miralguda seat. 
We have lost sitting seats in Nawadah (Bihar); Bhubaneshwar 
(Orissa) and Wardha (Maharashtra). 

West Bengal 
In West Bengal, the assembly elections were held alongwith 

the Lok Sabha polls. The Left Front has been voted back to office 
with a two-thirds majority for an unprecedented 5th successive 
term. The CPl(M) has won 150 seats in the assembly while the 
Left Front has won 245. The Congress(I) improved its strength to 
82 compared to 43 in 1991. The Left Front polled 49 .3 per cent of 
the vote this time which is 0.5 per cent more than in the 1991 
elections. The Congress(!) vote went up by 3.2 per cent while the 
BJP vote declined by 4. 9 per cent. In the Lok Sabha polls, the Left 
Front vote was marginally less than its assembly percentage while 
the Congress(!) vote is marginally more than its assembly 
percentage. The BJPvote has substantially declined by 4.9 percent. 
The bulk of this vote has gone to the Congress(!) which has tilted 
the balance in favour of the Congress(!) in many marginal seats. 

The fact that the Left Front won a two-thirds majority and 
improved its percentage over 1991 after being in government for 
nearly 20 years is a significant and noteworthy achievement. 
Despite the negative factors which accumulated after years of office 
in a system which is controlled by the ruling class at the Centre 
and despite the hostility of the media and the reactionary circles, 
it is no small achievement to retain the people's confidence. The 
Party and the Left alliance led by it has come out successful in the 
electoral struggle and enhanced its prestige all over the country. 
The West Bengal State Committee organised an intensive political 
campaign in a planned manner from October 1995 itself ranging 
from group meetings to district rallies. Twelve pamphlets were 
published with an average sale of 3 lakh copies each. The 
Ganashakti also played an important role in the campaign. 

At the same time, we should note the weakness and 
shortcomings. The review of the State Committee pinpoints some 
of these factors such as instances of corruption, difficulties in the 
health, education and rural electrification departments, flouting 
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of guidelines on the functioning of local bodies and so on The 
alienation of the urban middle class due to the some of the above 
factors and the discontent among the educated unemployed youth 
have eroded the Party s support in the urban areas. While the bulk 
of the working class and the Muslim minorities have voted with 
the Left, some degree of erosion is visible in certam areas. In some 
of the industnal areas of Calcutta, Hooghly, Howrah and 
24 Parganas, the review notes the reduction in support among the 
workers. We must investigate why there was some erosion of 
support among the Muslim masses in some places particularly in 
the urban areas. Problems of the Muslim minont1es regarding 
employment and education may have been utilised by the Congress(I) 
to make inroads in certain pockets of Mushm· mmoriues. 

Kerala 
The victory of the LDF in the Kerala assembly and parliament 

elections is a significant contribution to the Lefts electoral 
performance. In the assembly, the CPI(M) has won 44 seats and 
the LDF has got an absolute majority winning 80 seats. In the Lok 
Sabha from a tally of 4 for the LDF in 1991, this time the LDF 
won 10 seats with the CPI(M) winning 6. In terms of percentage 
of votes the total percentage of votes polled came down thi~ time 
in Kerala by 2.4 per cent. This led to the LDF percentage commg 
down by 1.1 per cent while the UDF percentage came down ~y 
4.4 per cent. The difference between the LDF and the UDF vote ts 
only 1,68,690 (i.e. 1.15 per cent). In the Lok Sabha elections, the 
UDF got 0.75 per cent votes more than the LDF. The LDF won 
because of the popular discontent against the UDF rule which 
resulted in deterioration in the people's living standards. due to 
price rise and unemployment, state taxes in the industnal and 
agricultural fronts, privatisation of education, corruption and 
growing atrocities on women. There was also disunity among the 
opponents of the LDF. The three way division in the League vote, 
the opposition of the Nair Service Society and a section of the 
SNDP and Dheevara Sabha contributed to the erosion of the UDF 
strength. In pursuing our tactical line, the Party had no truck with 
the communal parties. However, in a few places known IN~ 
persons were put up as independents whom we supported. This 
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was not in conformity with the approach to the INL decided for 
the elections. 

It must also be examined whether the independent projection of 
the Party's political line and policies have been sufficiently 
undertaken. This is connected to the fact that for a considerable 
penod of time the expansion of the mass base of the Party has 
been marking time. The electoral division of seats in the LDF has 
remained stationery over the decades whereby our Party cannot 
contest or wm a majonty of the seats. 

The election review of the Kerala state committee notes that we 
have not been able to make any substantial headway in winning 
the masses following the UDF or increasing our votes among the 
new sections. The review states: "Compared to 1991, in 1996, the 
LDF got only 34, l 72 votes more this time when the increase of 
4, J 7 ,246 in polled votes is considered. This shows that our mass 
base has not been broadened in spite of the favourable situation. 
What the voting figures have shown is that the innumerable 
agitations we have conducted during the last five years and the 
large number of magnificent struggles conducted by various class 
and mass organisations with many a sacrifice did not succeed in 
making substantial change in the correlation of foces". The review 
further pomts out the organisational weaknesses of the Party which 
can be a major factor in our inability to translate the favourable 
political situation into our increased electoral influence. The 
unhealthy inner-Party organisational situation marked by groupism 
for some time in Kerala has weakened the organisation and its 
live links with the masses. An intensive political-ideological 
campaign and steps to remove the ills plaguing the organisation 
have to be taken up if we have to consolidate and advance further 
the Party and the Left forces in the state. Special attention has to 
be paid for planning political-ideological campaigns among the 
minorities by the Party. 

Tripura 

In Tripura, our Party has won both the seats polling more than 
50 per cent of the vote. In West Tripura, we polled 50.4 per cent 
and in East Tripura 54%. These results reflect our success in 
consolidating the political influence gained in the recent period 
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after the assembly elections of 1993. The elections were conducted 
in a period when there is a serious threat to the ethnic unity of the 
tribal and non-tribal people. Our Party and the Left had to launch 
a big political campaign against the tribal extremists and Bengali 
chauvinists to defend communal amity. The break-up of the 
Congress(!)-TU JS alliance contributed further to our success. The 
loss of support among middle classes in the sub-divisional centres 
which was seen also during the municipal elections has been noted 
by the state committee. The extremist attacks have contributed to 
a sense of insecurity among the Bengali middle-classes which has 
been cashed in by the Congress(!) with its anti-tribal stance. Our 
government's performance has to be reviewed to see how the causes 
for their alienation can be removed. The BJP's vote has gone up 
and it was able to get 6.5 per cent of the vote. Tackling the BJP by 
effective political campaign must be paid attention to. The Party 
will have to continue to pay close attention to the problems of 
achieving ethnic unity and to politically mobilise the people to be 
vigilant against all provocations. 

Apart from these three strong states, the electoral performance 
of the Party in the rest of the country is generally unsatisfactory. 
There are some exceptions like our performance in Khammam in 
Andhra Pradesh. However, in most places, we have not been ab~e 
to break new ground or gain sufficient electoral support. The mam 
feature is of stagnation in our electoral base or in some places 
even decline. 

Hindi Region 
The electoral position of the Party in the Hindi-speaking states 

should be of particular concern. In Bihar, in the two seats that we 
contested this time, just as in 1991, the votes polled have ~ome 
down substantially. The gains made by the BJP-Samata ~lhance 
overall represents a reactionary shift. The discontent engmeer~d 
by the Laloo Prasad Government's misrule and the casteist 
approach are the main causes for the negative reaction .. Th~ Le~~ 
as a whole has got eroded in Bihar and the sharp polansatt.on ~ 
effecting the strong basis of the Left Parties too. The CPI which 1.s 
the biggest Left Party in Bihar has lost four out of the 8 seats tt 
had and the CPI(M) has lost its only sitting seat. 
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In Uttar Pradesh, the Left as a whole has been marginalised. 
The CPI which has been the stronger party has been in progressive 
decline and for the first time it got a lesser voting percentage than 
the CPl(M) with the two parties together polling only 1 per cent 
of the total vote contesting four seats. The CPl(M), in its two seats, 
could improve its overall vote compared to 1991, polling nearly 
3 lakh votes. In Varanasi, we got 1.5 lakh votes and in Kanpur 
1.46 lakh votes. But, in both these seats which are predominantly 
urban, the BJP hold has further strengthened. 

In Rajasthan, we contested only one seat, Sikar, where we got 
56,000 votes. We could not contest the other seat, Bikaneer as our 
candidate decided to withdraw on the last date of withdrawal without 
consulting the Party. In this seat, last time we had polled over 80,000 
votes. In Madhya Pradesh, the Party contested Rewa seat. Here again, 
the acute caste division and polarisation led to our candidate polling 
only 12,000 votes. In Haryana, we contested a parliament seat for 
the first time in Hissar and our candidate who could not get the 
symbol due to a technical flaw polled a respectable 56,000 votes. In 
Himachal Pradesh too, we contested the Lok Sabha seat forthe first 
time (Sunla, Scheduled Caste, seat) and polled 19 ,600 votes. In Delhi 
also, we contested for the first time a Lok Sabha seat, Karol Bagh, 
and polled over 11,000 votes. 

Other States 
In Andhra Pradesh, the Party contested three seats polling nearly 

9 lakh votes. In Khammam, we polled 3.74 lakh votes and won 
the seat. We got 3.12 lakh votes in Miryalagudam and lost by 43 
thousand votes. In Nellore, we polled 2.01 lakh votes. In Punjab, 
the Party contested 3 seats in which we polled 2,36,993 votes. The 
highest vote was in Sangrur where we got 1.56 lakh votes. In the 
Union Territory of Chand1garh, we contested for the first time and 
polled only 6,030 votes. In Maharashtra, we contested 3 seats. We 
lost the sitting Wardha seat and came third this time. In Dahanu, 
in the adi vasi belt, we polled 1,36,000 votes, an increase of 26,000 
over 1991 but we had expected to do much better on the basis of 
the votes the SP and JD had polled in the Bhiwandi segment where 
there is a large minority population. In Ichalakaranji, we polled 
80,000 votes. In Bhubaneswar, our sitting seat, we polled 2.19 lakh 
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votes and lost the seat to the Congress(!). In Karnataka, we contested 
the B1dar seat with an understanding with the Janata Dai. We polled 
72 thousand votes. Our performance was limited by the fact that 
the Party has no organisation in most of the assembly segments. 

Problem of Casteism 
In the Hindi-speaking region, the twin processes of communal 

polansation and caste-based mobilisation have badly affected the 
Left forces. The secular bourgeois Parties which are in the fray 
and which are the main forces to challenge the BJP rely primarily 
on caste-based mobilisation to counter the BJP. The mob1lisalion 
of the backward castes and dahts on the slogan of social justJce 
and lower caste assertion does represent a democratic aspect m 
that the socially oppressed classes are asserting their rights and 
want a fair share in political decision-making. However, devoid 
of a socio-economic programme of fighting the roots of social 
and caste oppression, caste-based politics only helps to perpetuate 
caste divisions and consciousness. With this becoming a 
widespread phenomenon, the reactionary parties hke the BJP are 
also resorting to counter-caste mobilisation and appealing to the 
sectarian feelings of upper castes and sub-castes and communities. 
Both the Janata Dai in Bihar and the Samajwadi Party in Uttar 
Pradesh represent this phenomenon and the negative features of 
this politics is having its impact on the Left too. A closer look at 
the political and organisational problems within the CPl(M) would 
reveal the growth of caste consciousness within the Party ranks at 
different levels and erosion of the class ba5.es of the Left. The 
Janata Dai, in Bihar, has made inroads into the Lefts rural base 
while the BSP and the other parties have affected the L~ft s 
following in U .P. on caste Jines. We have so far not made senous 
efforts to counter the growing divisions on caste lines of the people. 

While the caste polarisation and political mobihsauon on cas~e 
and sub-caste lines is becoming an acute problem in the Hmdi
speaking states, such a trend is not confined here alone. Growmg 
caste identity/consciousness and their electoral appeal on caste 
lines is growing in states like Andhra Pradesh, Karn~taka, 
Maharashtra, and so on in the non-Hindi regions too. While we 
continue to ally with the non-Congress(!) secular bourgeois parties, 
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the Party will have to seriously address the problem of caste1sm 
and its political and electoral implications. Here the Party's 
independent pohtical-ideological stand on the caste question must 
be ~pelt out and widely propagated. The concrete situation in each 
state must be studied and proper tactics and slogans worked out so 
that the potential of the awakening of the communities subject to 
caste oppression is carried forward on democratic lines while the 
narrow, sectanan and opportunist electoral manifestations which 
lead to dividing the working people and disrupting class unity is 
properly countered. Whtie senously taking up the struggle for land 
and wages for the oppressed sections we must simultaneously fight 
against caste oppression. There has to be anti-caste propaganda as 
part of general political propaganda. Mass organisations must also 
take up the social problem of casteism and its evil manifestations. 
All this reqmres sustained poht1cal and ideological education of 
our Party ranks and mass campaigns where our stand on reservation, 
caste oppression, social evils ansing out of caste system, are all 
tackled within the framework of the class approach and the Marxist 
standpoint on the relation between class and caste. 

The failure to make any significant electoral advance in the 
country as a whole over a long period, the mabihty to utilise the 
favourable situation of mass discontent agamst the bourgeois 
landlord policies of the Congress(!) and the success of the BJP in 
such a situation does raise some basic questions. Some of these 
issues have been raised in the discussions in some of the state 
committees while reviewing the elections. 

Critical Examination Required 

Since 1991, we had conducted at the all-India level and in the 
states, a number of struggles and campaigns against the economic 
policies of the Rao Government and played a leading role in the 
broad-based resistance which has developed through formations 
like the National Platform of Mass Organisations. Similarly, our 
Party has been consistent in organising anti-communal campaigns 
and rallying the wider sections in defence of secularism. We have 
also been in the forefront in exposing the corruption scandals. 
Despite all these activities by the Party and the mass organisations 
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we are not able to go beyond existing areas and increase our 
electoral strength. This requires deeper consideration. 

In those weaker states, where the Party has some presence and 
pockets of influence, our political-tactical line enjoins us to forge 
alliances with the secular bourgeois parties which are opposed to 
the Congress(!) and the BJP. Over a considerable period of time, 
we have adopted concrete tactics which have resulted in alliances 
and joint election campaigns with the bourgeois parties whch are 
stronger than us. The experience of how our Party has utilised 
these joint platforms and united fronts must be examined. In 
successive Party Congresses, we have stressed the importance of 
developing the independent activities of the Party in the polit1cal
ideological and organisational spheres. We have set out the 
importance of increasing Left intervention and Left unity in the 
context of forging the wider alliance and for paving the way for 
the advance of the Left and democratic forces. However, both in 
mass movements and in elections such joint platforms and fronts 
have not led to the commensurate growth of the independent 
strength of the Party and its mass organisations. It is a common 
expenence in many of the weaker states that our independent 
strength has stagnated or declined compared to the advance made 
by other bourgeois-landlord parties. 

Lag in Independent Party Positions 
In projecting the independent political line of the Party among 

the people, in taking ideological and class positions distinct from 
the bourgeois parties, the Party is Jagging behind. When such wider 
alliances and joint fronts with other political parties are for~ed 
and this independent political-ideological stand is absent or laggmg, 
the Party's growth gets limited. It is difficult for the people to see 
the distinct identity of the Party. 

Secondly, the call for independent activities of the Party is.o~ten 
ritualistically observed in a formal manner without sufficient 
initiative taken at the grassroots level to take up the class and mass 
issues and launch struggles and movements. The capacity to take 
up independently issues by the Party and to wage militant struggles 
has been giving way to general campaigns and reliance on electoral 
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tactics not very dissimilar to bourgeois parties. In such a situation, 
the methods utilised by the bourgeois allies such as caste 
mobilisation, populist slogans devoid of a class content and 
tendency to tail behind the slogans of the dominant bourgeois 
partners is becoming increasingly manifest. 

In such a situation, neither the Party's independent strength nor 
its electoral influence grows and the tendency to tail behind the 
bourgeois parties ends up in strengthening them and not the Party 
and the Left forces. How seriously the Party takes the task of 
projecting the independent political line of the Party, building up 
the all-sided independent activities, political, ideological .and 
organisational and guarding against the tendency to tail behind 
the bourgeois parties must be seriously looked into. This will entail 
further self-critical examination of our political-tactical line since 
the 1 Oth Congress particularly our experience in allying with the 
bourgeois parties both electorally and in general political terms. 

At the organisational level, it must be examined why despite 
the considerable range of mass activities and .movements conducted 
by the Party and the ma5is organisations, they have not found 
reflection in terms of the expansion of the mass strength of the 
Party. There has been some increase in the total votes polled by 
the Party in the 1996 parliament elections as compared to 1991. 
This increase is not substantial considering the overall increase of 
the electorate and the gains made by the reactionary party like the 
BJP. The state of the Party organisation at different levels is marked 
by various defects and weaknesses. These have been spelt out in 
the political-organisational report and the report on organisation 
in the 14th Congress and the pohtical-organisational report of 
the 15th Congress. One of the defects which has been highlighted 
in the 15th Congress organisational review is the growing trend 
towards parliamentarism and its attendant opportunist and careerist 
manifestations. 

Trend of Parliamentarism 

The 15th Party Congress had warned about the growing 
parliamentary opportunism and bourgeois vices which have crept 
into the Party. The recent election experience on the organisational 
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front has confirmed this ana.Iysis. In West Bengal, the review 
note.s that fact10nalism in several constituencies caused great 
harm. One of the reasons attributed for factionalism and ant1-
Party activities m the elect10ns is the discontent about not being 
nominated as P~rty candidates .. The state committee has called 
for strict action against such persons or Party units. The 
West Bengal State Committee review notes 'A dangerous trend 
was the anger that was created in those who were not provided 
the nomination they somehow expected. They kept on 
pressurising the Party on this account. Some went ahead to 
provide 'statements' to the bourgeois Press that were full of 
distortions. We stress that the fact that supplementation of existing 
candidates with new incumbents did not have any negative impact 
on the electorate." In Kerala too, the manifestation of 
parliamentarism has been seen in various forms which was taken 
note of at the Party Congress and subsequently. The Kerala review 
report states: "One tendency perceivable in the Party while 
deciding the candidates was the incidence of the growing 
parliamentary illusion. At certain places, various types of bad 
tendencies to become the candidate came to the fore. The feelmg 
that all these are permissible has grown. In certain constituencies, 
the tendency to question the Party decision has appeared. These 
are to be viewed seriously." In Andhra Pradesh, in the Miryalagudarn 
constituency in Nalgonda district, factionalism reached a climax 
on the question of choice of candidate dtJring the earlier assembly 
elections and now during the Lok Sabha elections. The outcome 
of this revolt has been disciplinary action taken against a.number 
of district committee members and the exit of the Party's veteran 
leader B.N. Reddy who has now been expelled. 

While thousands of our Party members and activists worked 
tirelessly and sincerely, during the election campaign, it is al~o 3 

fact that in many states and constituencies we could not mobilise 
the entire membership of the Party to be active in the elecuo~ 
campaign. From the review submitted by the state committees, 11 

is clear that in many places only 50 per cent of the ~a~Y 
membership became actively involved in a sustained fashion in 

the election work.. If the Party members themselves cannot be 
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activ1sed in a major political campaign like during the elections, it 
shows an extremely low level of consciousness and a very bad 
state of the Party organisation. In some states like Bihar and U.P., 
there 1s reluctance on the part of leading cadres to go and work 
durmg the elections in the constituencies where the Party is 
contestmg. This localism is dictated by concern for remaining in 
their own areas with an eye to nurturing their own electoral 
constituencies or maintainmg lmks with the allied party which is 
contesting. Another weakness noted 1s that in constituencies like 
Bhubaneswar, Nawadah, Wardha or Varanasi, despite contesting 
elections a number of times and having won the seats also, the 
Party organisation has not developed. No attention has been paid 
to developmg the mass organisations and building the Party. Hence, 
we are totally dependent on the bourgeois party alhes to gather 
the votes for us. If they fail to do so, we are in a helpless plight. In 
most of these constituencies, we were unable to man fifty per cent 
of the polling booths with our volunteers. 

Parliamentarism does not mean just some individuals hankermg 
for elected posts. It also means neglecting the work of building 
the Party and the mass movements and perpetuating the illusion 
that electoral activity is the sole political activity by which the 
Party can grow. It is necessary to combine parliamentary and extra
parhamentary work so that the mass movements are strengthened 
on which basis the Party can be expanded. 

Rectification Campaign 

The problems of factionalism, group rivalries, individualism 
and careerism all testify to the growing corrosion of political 
consciousness and Communist norms. The Party _Congress 
~irecti~n for initiating a rectification campaign must be taken up 
1mmed1ately now that the elections are over. The next meetmg of 
the Central Committee must discuss this matter in depth and decide 
how this campaign can be conducted inside the Party. This 
underlines the importance of the 15th Congress call for a 
rectification campaign within the Party to remove the wrong trends 
and defects in the organisation. 
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Polit Bureau/Central Committee Guidelines for Elections 
The Central Committee, in its meeting in Madras in January 

1996, had discussed and formulated certain guidelines for the 
selection of candidates. These were to be discussed in the state 
committees and given concrete shape. Based on this, efforts were 
made to hmit the number of terms of the MPs and MLAs. In Kerala, 
the state secretariat/state committee discussed and decided that 
out of the 29 MLAs who had served more than 2 terms, 12 would 
be given exemption to contest again. Similarly, 3 comrades were 
recommended to re-contest the Lok Sabha elections. These 
proposals were forwarded to the P.B. for approval and tt was 
implemented accordingly. Out of the 86 candidates who contested 
the assembly and Lok Sabha elections, only 17 had more than 2 to 
3 terms. In the case of West Bengal, out of the 208 candidates for 
the assembly 57 sitting MLAs were changed and 17 candidates 
who lost were changed making a total of 74. There were 16 
candidates who had served 4 terms and 8 candidates who had served 
more than 4 terms. In the Lok Sabha, out of the 31 candidates put 
up by the Party 9 were new candidates. Five sitting MPs did not 
contest again and 5 candidates were those who had served more 
than 4 terms. The West Bengal secretariat was of the opinion that 
many of those who had served more than 2-3 terms could not be 
dispensed with given the toughness of the contest and the short 
time given to make preparations to change candidates. In Andhra 
Pradesh, the sitting MP who served three terms was changed and 
a new candidate put up. In Orissa, for the Bhubaneshwar seat given 
the difficult situation and the insistence of the Janata Dai to change 
our candidate, we decided to put up our sitting MP. 

The P.B. had suggested that more women candidates should be 
put up this time. However, only 5 women candidates could be put 
out of the total of 76. Despite the request of the P.B., the Ke".113 

committee could not put up even one woman candidate in our hst 
It is only West Bengal which made an effort in this regard and put 
up 3 women candidates. As for the rest, there was one from A.ndh: 
Pradesh and one from U.P. The struggle against the male-domma~ 
outlook must continue. Given the fact that one-third reservatton 
for women is going to be implemented soon for the legislatures 
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and parliament, the Party should seriously ad~re~s itse.lf. to 
recrmtmg women in the Party from the mass orgamsattons g1vmg 
tltem sufficient scope for education and training so that there can 
be many women candidates of the Party in the coming days. 

Election Commission Curbs 
The Election Commission's directives on curbing of election 

propaganda and expenditure have affected our Party's campaign 
work according to the repo~s of many states. While a close check 
on election expenditure was helpful in curbing the misuse of illegal 
money and extravagant expenditure, unreasonable curbs on wall 
writings, propaganda by meetings and mikes and use of posters 
etc. works to the disadvantage of parties which rely more on 
polttical propaganda than on money power to reach the people 
with their message. Given the experience of these elections, we 
must mount a public campaign on how money power can be curbed 
in elections without hmiting the use of genuine propaganda 
material and methods to reach the political message to the people. 

Party Centre's Work 
The election manifesto of the Party was finahsed by the P.B. and 

released as soon as the elections were announced. The Party Centre 
published 16,000 copies in Enghsh and 40,000 copies in Hindi. 
The state committees printed the manifesto in various languages. 

To assist the political campaign the agit-prop sub-committee 
decided to bring out a series of pamphlets on various topics to 
popularise the Party's policy positions. A total of 12 pamphlets 
covering economic policy, problems of the working class, 
peasantry, student and youth, women, imperialist pressures and 
corruption were brought out in English and Hmdi from the Centre. 
Some of these pamphlets were brought out in the various languages 
by the state committees but some of the states could not utilise 
them in their own languages in time. A video cassette and some 
audio cassette of songs were also brought out. 

Post-Election Situation 

The pre-election situation and the post-election national scene 
have underlined the important role the Party and the Left have to 
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play in fighting the communal danger, forging the widest secular 
unity and defend mg the economic interests of the people and the 
country. The complicated political situation which emerged after 
the elections saw the serious bid by the BJP to mstall and function 
a government at the Centre. The success in uniting all the non
Congress(I) secular forces, in which our Party played key role led 
to the fall of the BJP Government and the format10n of the 
Deve Gowda Government. The thwarting of the immediate threat of 
the BJP capturing power should however not lull us into 
complacency. 

The BJP has emerged as a major force at the national level. 
Unlike other bourgeois parties it pursues an avowedly reactionary 
and communal programme. In the coming days, the Party will 
have to vigorously combat the spread of the communal ideology 
exposing its right-wing class character, the reactionary social 
philosophy of Hmdutva and the serious implication of its bemg m 
power at the Centre. It also requires consistent efforts to widen 
the anti-communal mobilisation. 

Utilising the presence of the U.F. Government at the Centre, all 
positive measures to strengthen federalism, secularism, democratic 
reforms and providing relief to the people must be pursued. At the 
same time, the Party has to preserve its independent identity, 
demarcate our position on policies which adversely affect the 
people, mobilise and launch struggles and movements to defend 
the interests of the working people. 

The advance of the Left and democratic forces can be ensured 
only if we carry out the major tasks of combating the communal 
danger and resisting and reversing the imperialist-sponsored 
economic policies. Success in this direction can be ensured only if 
the Left is strengthened and united. 

Following from the election experience, the Party has to address 
itself to the following tasks immediately: 

1. Build up independent movements and struggles of the Party 
based on the charter of demands of the Left and Democratic 
Programme set out in the 15th Congress Political Resolution. At 
the same time, strengthen the united struggles of the different 
sections of the working people on their economic demands and 
against harmful economic policies. 
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2. Strengthen and widen the anti-communal mobilisation and 
step up the struggle against the communal divisive ideology. 

3. Initiate immediate steps to draw in the new contacts and· 
activists thrown up during the election campaign into the mass 
organisations and the Party. Remove the defects seen in the Party 
organisation during the elections and strengthen the live links with 
the people. Take steps to develop the Party organisation in the 
areas where the Party's election campaign has made an impact 
and developed new contacts. 

4. All state committees should mitiate measures to streamline 
the Party organisation on the basis of the direction given in the 
last state conference reports and the organisational task set out in 
the Party ~ongress. Building the Party organisation has to be 
accorded prionty. 

5. The Central Committee should, in the next meeting, chalk 
out steps for the rectification campaign called for in the 15th 
Congress to remove the defects and weaknesses which have crept 
into the Party organisation. 

6. Urgent steps to raise the political-ideological level of the 
Party membership by systematic schooling taking into account 
the concrete level of consiousness of the Party members. Regular 
reporting and discussions at appropriate levels on Party policies 
and decisions must be arranged. 
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9th, lOth & 11 th Lok Sabha Elections 
(Partywise percentage of votes polled) 

Party 1989 1991 1996 Seats won m 

1996 

Congress( I) 39.5 36.5 29.8 142 

BJP 11.5 20.l 20.8 160 

JO 17.7 11.8 8.1 45 

CPl(M) 6.6 6.2 62 32 

CPI 2.6 25 20 12 

Forward Bloc 0.4 0.4 04 3 

RSP 0.7 0.6 0.7 5 

SP 3.3 17 

TDP 3.3 3.0 3 1 16 

DMK 25 2.1 Z.3 17 

TMC ~.J :'" .. 

AGP 0.5 011 

Congress(n 1.41 4 

Samata 2.0 8 

HVP 0.1 0.3 3 

Sh1v Sena 98 1.6 15 

BSP 2.0 1.6 4.0 ll 

TDP(LP) 1.0 

AlADMK l.5 1.6 0.7 

JMM l.41 

SAD(Akali) 0.03 08 8 

Note: l 996 votmg percentages are only prehminary, estimates. 
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Congress(I) (Preliminary Estimates) 
(Comparative vote percentages in 1991and1996) 

Name of State 1991 1996 Increase 
or 

Decrease 

Andhra Pradesh 45.6 409 -4.7 
25(42) 22(41) 

Assam 28 5 33 6 +5 I 
8(14) 5(14) 

B1har 24 2 13.7 -105 
1(51) 2(51) 

Delhi 39.6 39 9 +0.3 
2(7) 2(7) 

Gujarat 290 404 +II 2 
5(16) 10(26) 

Haryana 37.2 23.4 -13.8 
9( 10) 2(10) 

Htmachal Pradesh 46 2 54.7 +8.5 
2(2) 4(4) 

Kamataka 42 I 310 -II.I 
23(28) 15(27) 

Ker;;il:i J8 8 38.7 -0 I 
13(16) 7(17) 
45.3 32.2 -13.1 
"7(40) 8(40) 

Maharashtra 484 35.4 -13.0 
'J8(48) 15(48) 

Onssa 441 460 -1.9 
13(21) 16(21) 

Pun Jab 49.3 36 2 -13. J 
12(13) 2(13) 

RaJasthan 440 41.2 -2.8 
13(25) 12(25) 

Tamil Nadu 42.6 19.2 -23.4 
28(28) 0(29) 

Tnpura 82 8 34.6 -48.2 
2(2) 0(2) 

Uttar Pradesh 18.3 8.1 -10.2 
5(82) 5(79) 

West Bengal 36 2 40,g +4.7 
5(41) 9(42) 

Note: Seats won and total seats contested (m bracket) is given in second row. 
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BJP (Preliminary Estimates) 
(Comparative vote percentages in 1991and1996) 

Name of State 1991 1996 Increase 
or 

Decrease 

Andhra Pradesh 9.6 52 -44 
2(41) 0(37) 

Assam 9.6 16.3 -f:J.7 
2(8) 2(13) 

B1har 16 0 21 6 +5 6 
5(53) 18(31) 

Delhi 402 53.1 +12 9 
5(7) 5(7) 

Gujarat 504 50.7 +03 
20(26) 16(26) 

Haryana 10.2 21 5 +11 5 
0(10) 4(6) 

Himachal Pradesh 42.8 39 9 -2.9 
2(4) 0(4) 

Kamataka 28.8 25.0 -3.8 
4(28) 6(27) 

Kerala 4.6 5.7 +I.I 
0(19) 0(18) 

Madhya Pradesh 41 9 42 8 +09 
12(40) 27(39) 

Maharashtra 202 22.3 +2.1 
6(32) 18 

Onssa 9.5 13.3 +3.8 
0(21) 0(20) 

Punjab (1992)16.5 66 -99 
0(9) 0(6) 

Rajasthan 40.9 43.1 +2.2 
12(25) 12(25) 

Tamil Nadu 1.7 3.0 +1.3 
0(15) 0(37) 

Tnpura 1.5 6.6 +5.1 
0(1) 0(2) 

Uttar Pradesh 32.8 33.5 +07 
51 (84) 52(83) 

West Bengal 11.7 69 -48 
0(42) 0(42) 

Note: Seats won and total seats contested (in bracket) is given in second row 



Entry of Foreign Print Media 
Opposed* 

Statement Dated August 4, 1996 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) 
strongly condemns the unilateral decision of the Foreign 
Investment Promotion Board, to open the doors to foreign print 
media into the country. It is a matter of shock and grave concern 
that the 1993 proposal for a tie-up between the Business ~tandard 
and the Financial Times (London) which the Narasimha Rao 
Government dared not clear in the face of countrywide 
democratic opposition, has now been cleared by the FIPB under 
the United Front Government. 

Already there is widespread popular resentment to the ugly 
assault on our national values and culture, through the open skies. 
In this background, the entry of foreign print media will lead to 
unprecedented degeneration of Indian culture, loss of our national 
identity, ultimate imperialist domination and control of our 
media, which, in tum, will pose a serious direct threat to our 
national unity and sovereignty. It is for this very reason that late 
Prime Minister Nehru remamed firm and adamant against entry 
of foreign media. 

The Polit Bureau demands that clearance given to Business 
Standard-Financial Times tie-up be cancelled. It calls upon all 
patriotic people in the country to raise their voice in protest. 

*Published m "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delht, August 11, 1996. 



CPl(M) Opposes 
PSU' s Disinvestment* 

Statement Dated August 9, 1996 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The CPI(M) expresses its disapproval and oppos1t10n to the 
Governments decision to proceed with the disinvestment of 
shares of the public sector units. First of all, the Union Budget 
has proposed to raise Rs. 5,000 crore through the disinvestment 
of PSU shares. In order to achieve this the first two rounds of 
disinvestment beginning from September have been planned. It 
has been announced that disinvestment of shares will take place 
in one PSU at a time. Among the PSUs so listed are the most 
profitable concerns such as ONGC, VSNL, Indian 01! and so on. 

This process of disinvestment cannot be accepted as they 
follow the same path taken by the previous Government. First of 
all, the first two tranches of disinvestment will be done without 
the participation of the Disinvestment Commission ·which is 
being set up. This is contrary to what is stated in Common 
Minimum Programme. Secondly, the shares offered for sale are 
of the most profitable PSUs. The CMP has committed the 
Government to strengthen the PSUs which are profitable and are 
performing well. Is the sale of the shares of these PSUs like the 
VSNL and the Indian Oil Corporation designed to strengthen the 
profitable PSUs? It is also reported that the cabinet has taken a 
decision to disinvest shares of PSUs in the non-core and 
non-strategic sectors up to 74 per cent of their equity holdings. 
Divesting 74 per cent of the shares would mean privatisation of 
these units. There is no explanation from either the industries 
ministry or the finance ministry of what is the definition of the 
non-core, non-strategic areas. 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, August 18, 1996 
'PSU' means 'Pubhc Sector Undertakmg'. 
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The terms and reference for the Disinvestment Commission 
make it clear that all that the Government proposes to do is to 
raise money through the sale of profitable PSU shares and use it 
to meet the budgetary deficit. This is the meaning of the talk of 
putting such money into health and education sectors. Even if 
disinvestment of shares is done, one would expect such money to 
be ploughed back into the public sector units concerned for their 
strengthening and upgradat10n. 

The budget proposals have not yet been passed by parliament, 
yet disinvestment of specific PSUs have already been chalked 
out. The Polit Bureau, therefore, wants the Government to stick 
to the commitment of strengthening the PSUs made in the CMP. 
Any step outside this framework requires discussions. 

The Umted Front Government is expected to strengthen the 
self-reliant basis of the economy, step up public investment in 
infrastructure, agriculture and increase state expenditure in the 
social sectors. All this requires not the dismantling of the public 
sector but strengthening it by revamping and streamlining it. The 
direction of public sector disinvestment will not serve these aims. 



All Telecom Deals Must Be 
Reviewed* 

Demand made by The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M) 
In Its Statement Dated August 22, 1996 Issued to Press 

It is nearly a week since the CBI raids unearthed the huge amount 
of illegal money and other assets kept by the former Umon 
Mmister, Sukh Ram. It is surprising that up to now the authonttes 
have not been able to trace the whereabouts of Sukh Ram abroad 
who is also a sitting member of parliament. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) demands that the concerned 
authorities take immediate steps to apprehend the former IDimster 
and bring him back to India forthwith to face the charges agamst 
him. 

It is shameful that the Congress(!) leadership continues to 
mamtain that the guilt of Sukh Ram has to be established even 
while being forced to suspend him from the party. The CBI 
should not confine itself to investigating the single case of 
corruption involving the contract awarded to the ARM Ltd. 
It should conduct a broad-based investigation into the whole 
gamut of contracts awarded during Sukh Ram's tenure. 

Given the enormity and the wide ramifications of the shocking 
corruption in the telecom ministry under Sukh Ram, the Poht 
Bureau demands that the Deve Gowda Government should take 
immediate steps to review the whole range of tendering and 
awarding of contracts and licences in the basic telecom services 
and the cellular phone services. Nothing but a full-fledged 
investigation and open enquiry will satisfy the people. 

*Pubhshed m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, September I, 1996 



_Government Spokesmen 
Creating Confusion in J & K* 

Statement Dated August 27, 1996 Issued by 
Harkishan Singh Surjeet, General Secretary 
of CPl(M), to Press 

At a ttme when the whole world is looking towards the outcome 
of the elections in Jammu & Kashmir, where the people, fed up 
with the activities of the extremists and separatists, are going to 
express their desire for peace by reiterating their dete~inatio~ to 
protect their identity within the framework of Indian unity, 
confusion is being created by some of the statements by the 
government's spokesmen. Unfortunately, some statements have 
come from the Home Minister himself. 

In his interview to the BBC, he is suppo-;ed to have stated 
that surveys indicated that the Hindu-majority Jammu and the 
Buddhist-dominated Laddakh did not wish to be part of the 
present state of Jammu and Kashmir and that religious separatism 
was strong only in the Kashmir valley. He is also supposed to 
have said that the government is already considering a Union 
Territory status for Laddakh. With regard to the future status of 
Jammu, he has said that nothing has been finalised and that the 
nature of autonomy for the valley is also being discussed. He has 
further said that the success of the proposal would, however, 
depencf entirely on the polls being conducted in a free and fair 
manner. 

These comments go fundamentally against the Common 
Mmimum Programme of the Umted Front. The CMP assures 
maximum autonomy to the people of Kashmir and envisages a 
proper status for the people of both Laddakh and Jammu. But in 
no case has it agreed to the division of the state into three units. 
~uch a. proposal w~ll h.ave serious implications nationally and 
mternattonally and is disruptive of national unity to which the 
United Front is wedded. 

*Pubhshed tn "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delht, September I, 1996. 
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This has sent wrong signals to the people of Jammu and 
Kashmir where crucial elections are being held to vmd1cate 
India's stand and to thwart the game of foreign powers which 
want to destabilise our country. Blammg the people of Kashmir 
for calling victims to religious separatism shows complete 
ignorance about the culture and the aspirations of the Kashmm 
people 

The Prime Minister reiterated on the floor of parliament about 
the commitment of the United Front to grant maximum autonomy 
alongwith economic package, the development of Kashmms 
economic and social life which have been ruined during the last 
few years. 

Restraint has to be exercised while advancing new proposals 
with regard to Jammu & Kashmir which already has been 
complicated by the manoeuvres of foreign powers, particularly by 
the proxy war being fought by the Pakistani rulers. The problem 
should not be seen from a partisan angle as it concerns no 
particular party. It is a national question. Its solution lies m 
winning over the people of Kashmir, who unfortunately got 
alienated for some time. The elections in Jammu & Kashmir 
provide the best opportunity for them. All efforts have to be made 
to mobilise the people. It is these elections alone which will 
consolidate the desire of the people for peace. 



On Demand for Gorkhaland State* 

Statement Dated September ,, 19% 'hsued by 
The Polit Bureau of The Cl1'1.(M) to Press 

Consequent to the announcement about the proposed format.loo 
of a separate state of Uttarakhand by the Pnme Mm1ster on 
Independence Day. the demand for a separate state compruing 
the Darjeeling hill areas Wu; been ntisecl agmn. Hopes are bemg 
aroused that such a state can solve the problem. bemg faL--ed by 
the Nepali-speaking pe.ople of the hill area. 

The Darjeeling Gorldia Hill Council was ~t up after a 
prolonged agitation for the red~al of the gnevanL--es of the six 
lakhs of people who live there. The Left Front Government 
has been sincerely c.oc>perntmg to ensure that the autonomous 
council functions satii.fat-"tonly. There are a .gre:a.ter number of 
Nepali-speaking people hvmg out:,1de the hill ar~ m the 
state. The provision of a Hill Council wrthm West Bengal 
enabled both the Nepcali-hpeakmg people of the hills and the 
plains to take advantage Qf employment and other opportunities 
all over the state. 

It is true that many areas and regions in the country i,uffer from 
economic backw~ and the overall uneven development 1-w. 
contributed to feeling' of neglet.1. In fe(;ent times, the quei,tJon of 
ethnic identity has aho come to the fore. All the~ ~1>u~ require 
to be tackled so dl3l the genume problems of the ethnic and 
linguistic minorities are rewlved m a framework woorem the 
unity of the people belonging to different commun1Ucs and the 
working people is pre1iel'Ved. 

The CPI(M) does not (:.Ql}Mder the formation of a ~parate 
state as the solution of the b&ic problems i,uch ru, poverty and 

*Published m ·PEOPLE'S DEM<X.1(.ACr. New Oclhl, Scpu.:&Dber 15. 19% 
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uneven development. We are of the view that autonomy w1thm 
the state where similar conditions prevail, is a better solution At 
the same time, the Party understands the special problems faced 
by the hill people in the Darjeeling area and shares thetr 
aspirat10ns for all-round progress. Therefore, in view of the 
special situation in the hill areas where 95 per cent speak the 
Nepali language, the autonomous council was formed. No 
solution can be found by recourse to coercive agitation. It 1s 
necessary for discussions to be held m a peaceful atmosphere so 
that a democratic solution can be found. The Poht Bureau 1s 

confident that the Left Front Government will look after the 
interests of !he Nepali-speaking people in West Bengal as well as 
the other linguistic and religious minorities in the state. 



Condolence on Comrade 
Mansur Habibullah * 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M} 1~ deeply grieved at the passing 
away of Comrade Mansur Hab1bullah. Comrade Habibullah, 
from his student days, was active in the anti-1mpenahst 
movement. He was amongst the first batch of Communist 
act1v1sts to emerge from Burdwan district. 

After joining the party in 1935, Comrade Hab1bullah 
played a notable role in the early period of the Communist 
movement in Bengal. He was one of the builders of the 
Kisan movement. Defying repression, he was injured in the 
police firing in R.iJ~hahi Ja11 in 1946. After the formation of 
the Left Front Government, Comrade Habibullah served 
as the Speaker of the leg1sldt1ve assembly and later as the 
law min1~ter. 

Devoted to the cause of Marxism-Leninism, Comrade 
Habibullah was an erudite person who, despite failing health, 
read and wrote regularly. At the Fifteenth Congress of the Party 
in April 1995, Comrade Habibullah was amongst the ten veteran 
comrades who were felicitated for their contribution to the 
revolut10nary movement. 

The Party and the working class movement has lost a tested 
leader. The Polit Bureau pays homage to his memory and 
conveys its heartfelt condolences to his family members. 

The CPl(M) general secretary, Hark1shan Singh Surjeet, has 
sent the following message of condolence: 

I am saddened by the news of the death of Mansur Habibullah. 
He was a comrade who had served the Party with devotion for six 

*Published m "PEOPLE"S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, September 22, 1996. 
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decades. He was one of the pioneers who did invaluable work m 
the formation of the Students' Federat10n and Kisan Sabha in 
Bengal. A staunch revolutionary, loyal to the Communist Party m 
all its twists and turns, his life will always be an example to 
others in the movement. I salute his memory and convey my 
heartfelt condolences to his family. 



Homage to Comrade ~unil Maitra* 

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) 
announces with deep grief the sudden death of Comrade 
Sunil Ma1tra. member of the Polit Bureau and editor of People's 
Democracy on the morning of September 18, 1996 due to a 
massive heart attack in Calcutta. 

Sun ii Ma1tra. who was born in 1927, joined the freedom 
struggle as a very young student. He joined the All India 
Students' Federation in 1940 and took an active part in the Quit 
India movement for which he was imprisoned for over a year. He 
became active in the trade union movement in 1946 as an 
employee of an insurance company. He joined the undivided 
Communist Party in 1952. 

All through his active political life spanning over five decades, 
Sunil Maitra was closely associated with the working class 
movement. His political and organisational abilities propelled 
him to become one of the builders of the trade union movement 
among the insurance employees. He was one of the founders of 
the All India Insurance Employees Association. At the time of 
the split in the united party, he took a firm position in defence of 
Marxism-Leninism. Recognising his qualities, he was elected to 
the Calcutta district committee of the CPl(M) in 1967 and served 
as a member of the secretariat of the district committee for a 
Jong time. 

Comrade Sunil Maitra was elected to the Central Committee 
of the Party at the 12th Party Congress in 1985. Subsequently, 
he was elected to the Secretariat of the Central Committee 

*Pubhsbed m "PEOPLE"S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, Septembec22, 1996 
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at the 13th Congress in 1988 and to the Polit Bureau m the 
14th Congress in 1992. Comrade Sumi Maitra took over the 
editorship of People's Democracy in 1992 and he contmued to 
serve in the Party centre in this capacity till his death. He was 
also a member of the Editorial Board of the Party's theoretical 
journal, The Marxist. Comrade Sumi Ma1tra, apart from wntmg 
regularly in the Party newspapers and journals, was the author of 
several Party publications. 

Comrade Sunil Maitra's life was marked by a ceaseless effort 
to deepen and ennch his Marxist-Leninist understandmg. He 
constantly strove to creatively apply Marxism to new 
developments and issues. He was a leader who contributed to 
strengthening the collective style of functioning. He was a 
comrade who endeared himself to all by his frank and 
affectionate behaviour. 

He was elected to the Lok Sabha in 1980. His services m 
parliament will be recalled for the important contribution he 
made as the chairman of the Public Accounts Committee. 

His untimely death is a big loss for the Polit Bureau and the 
Central Committee. His devoted service to the cause of the 
working class and the Communist movement will forever be 
cherished. 

The Polit Bureau pays its respectful homage to the memory of 
Comrade Sunil Ma1tra. It sends its heartfelt condolences to his 
wife Comrade Nilima Maitra, who is an active leader of the 
Party, and his sons Gautam, Bhaskar, Kuna} and Kushal. 



Polit Bureau on Kashmir 
Poll Victory* 

The Poht Bureau of the CPl(M) congratulates the people of 
Jammu & Kashmir for the successful conduct of the elections to 
the state legislature. The large participation in the polls reflect the 
aspirations of the people for restoration of peace and normalcy in 
the state. The big victory registered by the National Conference is 
also a confirmation of the popular sentiments. 

Wtth the successful completion of the Assembly Elections, the 
United Front Government in consultation with the new state 
government must take steps to provide maximum autonomy so 
that the success registered through the elections can be 
consolidated. The new state government will have to take 
immediate steps with the assistance of the Centre to create 
suitable cond1t10ns for the return and rehabilitation of migrants 
who were forced to leave the valley combined with economic 
measures to provide relief to the people. These steps will 
effectively foil the designs of the Pakistani regime to destabilise 
the situation in the state. 

*Pubhshed m "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, October 6, 1996 



On Dastardly Killing in Kashmir* 

Statement Dated September 26, 1996 Issued by 
Harkishan Singh Surjeet, General Secretary of CPl(M) 

On behalf of the CPI(M), I strongly condemn the dastardly killing 
of Mr. Mohd Akbar Bhat, father-in-law of the Jammu & Kashmir 
CPI(M) state secretary, Mohd Yusuf Tarigami by some extremists 
at Kulgam. 

This heinous act has been committed to retaliate against the 
successful poll campaign conducted in Kulgam constituency where 
Comrade Tarigami was the candidate. There was 60 per cent polling 
in this constituency despite various threats to the Party activists 
and the common people. After the polling day extremist elements 
have been intimidation the voters, beating up people and issuing 
threats for participating in the poll. The relatives and family 
members ofYusufTarigami are being constantly threatened. The 
Party has repeatedly asked the authorities to ensure the safety and 
security of those threatened and to take firm steps to curb the 
activities of the miscreants. So far effective steps have not been 
taken. The CPI(M) demands immediate and adequate measures to 
curb the activities of the extremists in the Kulgam area and t~e 
arrest of those persons responsible for the murder of Mr. Bhat. 

*Published in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, October 6, 1996. 



[ill] 
Attack on CPl(M) Office in Gwalior* 

Statement Dated September 28, 1996 I~ued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Pre~ 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) strongly condemns the attack on 
the CPl(M) district committee office in Gwalior in Madhya Pradesh 
in the early hours of 27th September. An RSS gang of men armed 
with guns and iron rods ransacked the office, set it on fire and 
burnt all the furniture and records. A car outside the office was 
also gutted. This brazen attack has taken place after the 
inflammatory call giveq by the RSS leadership to retaliate against 
the CPl(M) for a regrettable incident in Kerala. 

The RSS chief Shri Rajinder Singh has issued a public statement 
warning the CPl(M) of serious consequences and the RSS paper 
Panchajanya has openly given a call for violent retaliation. The 
attack on the Gwalior office of the Party is a direct result of such 
provocative calls. Faced with increasing political isolation and 
discrediting of the image of the Hindutva forces and their debacle 
in Gujarat, the RSS is trying to resort to violent intimidation against 
its opponents. The CPl(M) warns the RSS leadership to desist from 
such undemocratic and violent tactics. It calls upon all democratic 
minded sections and political parties to oppose such acts of 
violence. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) calls upon the Madhya Pradesh 
Government and the police authorities to taken immediate and 
firm action to apprehend the culprits responsible for the arson. 

Meanwhile, the CPI(M) Polit Bureau member, P. Ramachandran, 
who is in charge of Madhya Pradesh, is leaving for Gwalior 
tomorrow to assess the situation. 

*Pubhshed m "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY-, New Delhi, October 13, 1996. 



Homage to Comrade 
Godavari Parulekar* 

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) 
expresses its deep grief at the passing away of Comrade Godavan 
Parulekar, veteran leader of the Party, prominent freedom fighter 
and a builder of the adivasi and kisan movement in the country. 
Comrade Godavari was aged 89 years and had been ill for the past 
few years. 

Graduating from the Ferguson College in Pune, she studied law 
and became the first woman Jaw graduate in Maharashtra. She 
joined the freedom struggle and was sent to prison for participating 
in the satyagraha movement. After taking up social service under 
the auspices of the Servants of India Society, she soon jomed the 
working class movement. Active in the trade union movement 
during the second world war period, she was again detained by the 
British. In 1942 she began working in the rural areas. It was he~ 
pioneering work and inspiring leadership which led to the Warl~ 
adivasi revolt against feudal oppression. The Warli adivasi 
movement constituted an important chapter in the anti-feudal 
upsurge in the period before independence. 

Comrade Godavari, from the forties, played a key role in the 
development of the kisan movement. She \\as the Vice President 
of the All India Kisan Sabha for several years and also the President 
of the Maharashtra Kisan Sabha. She became President of the All 
India Kisan Sabha in 1986. 

At the time of the split in the Party in 1964 she took a firm 
position in defence of Marxism-Leninism and played an important 
role in the formation of the CPI(M). She was elected a member of 

*Published m PEOPLES DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, October 13, 1996 
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the Central Committee of the Party when the CPI(M) was formed 
in 1964 at the Seventh Congress. She retired due to ill health in 
1992 at the 14th Party Congress. She served as a member of the 
Secretariat of the Maharashtra State Committee of the Party for 
nearly three decades. 

Comrade Godavari Parulekar was an exemplary Communist. 
Her total ident1ficat1on with the oppressed peasantry and the adivasi 
people made her a legend m her lifetime. As a social reformer, 
patriot and revolutionary she made her own distinctive contributions 
in public life spanmng over six decades. Godavari spent altogether 
eight years in jail. She was married to Comrade Shamrao Parulekar 
who was her Party comrade and companion for three decades. 

The Poht Bureau pays its respectful homage to the memory of 
Comrade Godavari Parulekar. The entire Party anp the Commumst 
movement will for ever cherish her memory and be mspired by 
her dedicated hfe. 



On Shocking Act Of Vandalism* 

Statement Dated October 11, 1996 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly condemns the shocking 
act of vandalism perpetrated by the Bajrang Dai, an outfit of the 
RSS in destroying the paintings of M.F. Hussain at an art gallery. 
in Ahmedabad. This outrageous act of burning a number of 
paintings and other works of art of M.F. Hussain is a result of the 
campaign launch~d by tht? RSSNHP combine against Hussain for 
his paintings which have been branded as anti-Hindu. 

The CPI(M) calls upon all democratic-minded people to protest 
against this barbarous act and the fascist mentality it displays. The 
Gujarat administration should immediately apprehend all those 
responsible for this crime and see that stringent punishment is 
meted out to them. 

The efforts of the Hindu communalist forces to intimidate artists 
and suppress creative cultural activity must be firmly resisted. The 
RSS and its outfits must realise that such tactics will only lead to 
its further isolation and ignominy. 

*Published m 'PEOPLES DEMOCRACY", New Delht. October 20, 1996 



Polit Bureau Communique* 

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) met 
in New Delhi on October 13-14, 1996. lt issued the following 
statement on October 15, 1996: 

AFGHANISTAN 

The capture of Kabul by the Taliban military forces has 
aggravated and created a serious situation in the region and the 
situation within Afghanistan. The barbarous killing of former 
President, Najibullah, the fundamentalist injunctions to close down 
girl schools and stop women from working and the summary 
executions of political opponents have all created revulsion against 
the regime in Kabul. The Taliban are a force which has been reared 
and backed by the Pakistani rulers and the ISI. The USA has been 
extending covert assistance to this manoeuvre of Pakistan in order 
to extend its sphere of influence of Afghanistan. 

The unstable situation and the intensification of hostilities have 
led to increased suffering for the civilian population. The leaders 
of the Russian Federation and Central Asian republics have 
correctly urged the U.N. to adopt urgent measures to stop hostilities. 
The Indian government's reaction has not been commensurate to 
the gravity of the situation. It is unfortunate that the external affairs 
ministry did not come out with an immediate condemnation of 
the killing of Najibullah and the terror unleashed in Kabul. The 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) calls upon the Indian government to 
closely monitor the situation in Afghanistan and take prompt steps 

*Pubhshed m PEOPLES DEMOCRACY', New Delhi, October 20, 1996 
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to see that the U.N. and the international community intervenes to 
stop the fighting and to check the Taliban s suppression of 
elementary human nghts. 

Uttar Pradesh Elections 
The Polit Bureau expressed its satisfaction at the success of the 

secular forces in defeating the BJP m the assembly elections. The 
main aim of the United Front and the secular forces was to ensure 
the defeat of the BJP and check the communal forces. The BJP has 
won 174 seats which is less than its tally in the I 993 assembly 
elections, when the SP-BSP alliance was in existence. In the May 
Lok Sabha polls, it had won an outright majority in 236 assembly 
segments. It has lost 60 assembly segments since then. The fact 
that the BJP has failed to win a majority and lost ground m terms of 
popular support is due to the effective campaign launched by the 
six-party alliance of the United Front. This alliance has won 134 
seats. The efforts to form a secular government in Uttar Pradesh 
rest on the basis of the common will to isolate the BJP. That is why 
the United Front had requested that all secular parties should wnte 
to the Governor that they will not extend support to the BJP in its 
effort to form a government. The BSP has refused to send such a 
letter and has instead been directing its attacks on the United Front 
rather than the BJP. Only a common commitment to stop the BJP as 
suggested by the United Front can lead to any talks for the format10n 
of a non-BJP government. The opportunistic and cynical poht1cal 
stance of the BSP leadership does not help this process. 

Jammu & Kashmir 
The Polit Bureau congratulated the people of Jammu & Kashmir 

for their big participation in the polling. The decisive victory 
registered by the National Conference is an indication of the 
people's yearning for peace and restoration of normalcy. The 
government headed by Farooq Abdullah has to fulfil the~e 
expectations. In order to do so, the Central Government, m 
consultation with the state government, must work out the 
proposals for the provision of maximum autonomy to the state 
withm a set time. It is also important to take steps to bring back 
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and rehabilitate the migrants who have left the valley. Steps to 
revive the economy and generating employment must be taken up 

for implementation. 
The Umted Front Government can take credit for the successful 

holding of the elections. Now the process of restoration of peace 
and normalcy must be carried forward so that the extremist forces 
backed by Pakistan can be further isolated. 

United Front Government's Economic Policies 
The Polit Bureau discussed some of the important policy 

measures being taken by the Deve Gowda Government in the 
economic sphere. The Rs. 5000-crore disinvestment of PSU shares 
now being put into action with the first two rounds of 
disinvestment; the new proposals to liberalise foreign direct 
investment by expansion of the list of industries for automatic 
entry of foreign capital and the stand to be taken by the government 
oflndia in the WTO negotiations were considered. The Polit Bureau 
expressed its disagreement with these measures. It wanted a full 
discussion in the United Front and other appropriate forums on 
the whole gamut of economic poltc1es. The Polit Bureau stressed 
the necessity to make a break from the IMF-World Bank policies 
pursued by the previous Congress(!) Government. 

The Poht Bureau noted that not much progress has been made 
in the scheme for providing foodgrains through the public 
distnbution system at 50 per cent lesser prices for people below 
the poverty line. The expansion and strengthening of the PDS is 
of utmost importance as continuous price rise is affecting the 
people's living standards badly. 

On Gorkhaland Issue 
The Poltt Bureau reiterated its stand that the problems of ethnic 

minorities and regional backwardness arising out of uneven 
capitalist development cannot be solved by the formation of 
separate states or the slogan of smaller states. The CPl(M) is also 
opposed to the break up of states set up on the linguistic principle. 
In the ca~e of Gorkhalan~, the Polit Bureau reiterates its opinion 
that the issue must be discussed and settled in a peaceful and 
democratic manner. 
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Struggle Against Corruption 
The Polit Bureau noted that the host of corruption scandals which 

were the hallmark of the previous Narasimha Rao Government 
have now led to a series of cases being registered in the courts. 
Apart from the hawala scandal, the fraudulent urea import case, 
old St. Kitts forgery case, the Lakhubhai Pathak cheating case, the 
Satish Sharma petrol pump and gas agency allocation; the Sheila 
Kaul house allotment case are all now before the courts. Most of 
the accused are those who were ministers including the Prime 
Minister in the previous Congress(!) Government. In Bihar, the 
multi-crore animal husbandry fodder scam is being investigated 
by the CBI and progress has been registered and the case is now 
before the Patna High Court. 

In this period, there have been disturbing efforts made to hinder 
the progress in investigations or to stall the cases which have already 
come up in the courts. The frantic efforts being made on behalf of 
former Prime Minister Narasimha Rao is a glaring instance. 

The CPI(M) wants no interference whatsoever in the 
investigations by the CBI and other investigating agencies. The 
Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) warns against any effort to hinder the 
course of justice and bringing those guilty of corruption to book. 

25th October: Observe Anti-Corruption Day 
In this connection the Polit Bureau decided to mobilise people 

to demand that the corruption cases be speedily investigated, the 
guilty brought to book and all efforts to subvert the law be exposed. 
To mobilise public opinion in this struggle against high level 
corruption which affects the lives of common people and the 
interests of the country by the loot of public funds and the diversion 
of public resources to private pockets, the Polit Bureau calls f~r 
the observance of an anti-corruption day on October 25. On this 
day all Party units should organise demonstrations, public meetings 
and other activities to highlight the struggle against corruption 
and to demand that Narasimha Rao and all other political leaders 
guilty of corruption be brought to trial speedily. 



On Andhra Floods* 

Statement Dated October 22, 1996 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) expre"sses deep anguish at the 
large-scale loss of life and destruction of property that the recent 
floods have caused in Andhra Pradesh. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) calls upon the Government of 
India to render generous help and assistance to the relief 
operations being conducted by the State Government. 

A team of CPl(M) MPs headed by Polit Bureau member, 
Ramachandran Pillai, is visiting the flood-affected areas. 

*Published m "PEOPLES DEMOCRACY", New Delh1, October 27, 1996 



Concede Demand on Bonus* 

Statement Dated October 23, 1996 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) supports the just demand of the 
postal and telecommunication employees, who have gone on a 
nationwide strike from today. When the ceiling on bonus to port 
and dock workers and railways have already been removed, the 
Polit Bureau considers that there is no justification in retammg 
the ceiling on postal and telecommunication employees. The 
income tax department employees also are going to join the strike 
on the same demand. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) calls upon the United Front 
Government to concede the demand straightaway and help 
restore normalcy in these vital sectors. 

*Pubhshed m 'PEOPLES DEMOCRAGY", New Delht, October 27, 1996 



Central Committee Communique* 

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India 
(Marxist) met in New Delhi from October 29 to 31, 1996. The 
meeting reviewed the international and national developments 
during the past three months and issued the following statement 
on November I, 1996: 

Jammu and Kashmir 
The Central Committee expressed satisfaction at the successful 

holding of the assembly elections in Jammu and Kashmir and the 
substantial participation of the people in the electoral process. 
The Central Committee appreciated the role of the Party 
leadership whose political mtervention enabled the National 
Conference to join the electoral process and ensured the wider 
participation. With the installation of the Farooq Abdullah 
Government, it is now necessary that the Central Government 
take the initiative to see that maximum autonomy is granted to the 
state as promised in the Common Minimum Programme. The 
State Government should, with the assistance of the Centre, take 
immediate steps for the return of the migrants to the Valley and 
for their rehabilitation. The State Government should now 
undertake speedy and effective measures for reviving the 
economic activities which have been disrupted for a long time 
and for generating employment opportunities in the state. 

Uttar Pradesh 
The Central Committee noted the success in Uttar Pradesh in 

defeating the BJP's bid to win a majority in the assembly. The BJP 

*Published m 'PEOPLES DEMOCRACY", New Delh1, November 10, 1996. 
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has in fact suffered a setback as it had won an outnght majonty of 
the assembly segments in the Lok Sabha polls. The BJP has lost 
ground both m terms of votes and seats. This has been possible 
due to the effective campaign launched by the United Front 
constituents. 

The Central Committee criticised the stand of the Congress(I) 
party which has insisted on its one-point programme of makmg 
Mayawati the Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh. Such a pre
condition has blocked the efforts for the formation of a secular 
government. The BSP leadership has been taking an unscrupulous 
and opportunist position regarding the BJP as seen by its 
negotiations with the latter and its blackmailing attitude to the 
United Front. 

The Central Committee condemned the assault on media
persons by the BSP leader Kanshi Ram and his associates. Such 
brazen attacks cannot be in any manner condoned. The case 
registered must be pursued by the police without hindrance. 

Demand for Separate States 
The Central Committee voiced its concern at the manner m 

which the announcement of a separate state of Uttarakhand was 
made by the Prime Minister on independence day. There was no 
consultation on this issue within the United Front and thts 
demand had not been included in the Common Minimum 
Programme. This announcement has opened the floodgates for 
similar demands for separate states in other parts of the country. 
Already the demands for Jharkhand, Gorkhaland, Chattisgarh and 
Vidharba have been intensified. The demand for smaller states 
based on administrative convenience has been voiced by the BJP 
for a long time. This stand of the Hindutva advocates is designed 
to break up the linguistic states so that the strong identity of 
linguistic nationalities is blunted and a strong authoritari~ 
Centre can rule over weaker small states. It is unfortunate that this 
demand has now been supported by some secular leaders. 

Given the uneven nature of capitalist development in the 
country, there are many regions which are backward in d1ffere~t 
states. There are also substantial adivasi and other ethnic 
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minorities who have been neglected, discriminated against, or 
have suffered due to lack of development. It is to meet this 
problem that the CPI(M) has been advocating regional autonomy 
for such regions within the states concerned. Provision of 
meaningful autonomy can to some extent alleviate the problems. 
The basic problems of economic backwardness, unemployment, 
poverty and social oppression cannot be solved by the formation 
of separate states. 

Gorkhaland Issue 
It is in this light that the CPI(M) has not favoured the formation 

of a separate state in the Darjeeling hiU areas where six Jakh 
Nepali-speaking people live. The demand for Gorkhaland stems 
from the aspirations of the Nepali-speaking people for economic 
development, recognition of their linguistic identity and equal 
opportunities. The Left Front Government is committed to fulfil 
these aspirations and has an established record of non
discrimination between linguistic, religious or ethnic groups. 

The Central Committee of the CPI(M), therefore, does not 
accept the solut10n of a separate state of Gorkhaland. It appeals to 
all sections of the people of the hill areas not to resort to any form 
of agitation which disrupts normal life or generates violence. The 
Left Front Government is willing to discuss all matters in a 
democratic manner and arrive at a peaceful solution .. 

U.F. Government's Economic Policies 
The Central Committee reviewed the economic policies being 

pursued by the Deve Gowda Government in the past five months. 
In the recent period, the government has taken major initiatives 
for further disinvestment of public sector unit shares and 
liberalisation of foreign direct investment. The CPI(M) has 
expressed its opposition to both these moves. 

In the case of the disinvestment of PSU shares, the shares of 
most profitable concerns are being disinvested in the first two 
rounds. The Disinvestment Commission set-up will process 
the third round of disinvestment. The CPI(M) wishes to point out 
to the government the experience of the disinvestment of shares 
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in the last financial year when a proposed Rs. 7000 crore 
disinvestment yielded a paltry Rs. 167 crore. The U F 
Government should not sell away the public assets cheaply to 
private parties and bear the ignominy of such a scandal. 

In the case of foreign investment, the Industry Minister is 
going further ahead than the Narasimha Rao regime m 
liberalising the regulation ofFDI investment. The recent minerals 
policy is blatantly in favour of foreign multinationals. In the case 
of the WTO negotiations, the U .F. Government is proposing to do 
away with quantitative restrictions on imports in the next five 
years. Such a move will affect indigenous industry and 
employment and worsen the balance of payments position. 

The Central Committee noted that those provisions within the 
framework of the Common Minimum Programme such as the 
strengthening of the public distribution system, increasing 
allocations in the social sector in areas such as health and 
education, are not being taken up seriously for implementation. 
Legislation in favour of the working people such as the central 
legislation for agricultural workers, provision of secret ballot for 
trade union recognition have yet to be initiated and adopted. 

The United Front should realise that carrying forward the IMF
World Bank framework of policies will only engender popular 
discontent as these policies are against the people's interests. The 
Narasimha Rao Government got isolated from the people and was 
decisively rejected precisely due to such policies. 

The Central Committee of the CPI(M) decided to mobilise the 
people for mass actions and struggles to oppose policies which 
are detrimental to the people's interests. The Party will continue 
to press for the implementation of the provisions in the CMP 
which are in the interests of the common people. 

Corruption 
The former Prime Minister Narasimha Rao and a growing band 

of his ministerial colleagues are now facing trial on various 
charges of corruption which are truly shocking in their magnitude 
and variety. Charges of swindling of public funds, acceptance of 
bribes for favours done, bribery of opposition MPs, cheating and 
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criminal conspiracy are some of the charges contained in the 
charge-sheets filed by the CBI. In the scale of venality and 
crimmahty no other regime in independent India has matched this 
sordid record. It is essential for the future of democracy that all 
those accused at the highest level are brought to book and tried 
without any hindrance or interference. 

The Congress(!) leaders who stand m the dock are today trying 
to accuse the judiciary of transgressing its constitutional 
boundaries. The question here is of ensuring that the law is 
applied to all, however high they may be. The Central Committee 
of the CPI(M) emphatically demands that there should be no 
interference or pressure exercised on the ongoing investigations 
in such corruption cases. The act of the Law Minister earlier of 
askmg the CBI not to oppose the bail application of Narasimha 
Rao and the effort to dilute the CBI report submitted to the Patna 
High Court in the animal husbandry scandal cannot be allowed to 
be repeated. The Central Committee calls upon its Party units to 
constantly expose corruption in high places and mobilise the 
people to demand that the culprits be brought to justice. 

Reservation for Women 

The Central Committee demanded that the bill for reservation 
of women in the Lok Sabha, introduced in the last session of the 
Lok Sabha, be taken up for immediate adoption in the 
forthcoming winter session of Parliament. Since all the national 
political parties have committed to one-thlfd reservation for 
women in the legislatures, there is no need for further discussions. 

Foreign Policy 

The Central Committee appreciated the stand taken by the 
Central Government en the CTBT issue; it conforms to India's 
vital interests and security concerns. However, the overall record 
of the government's foreign policy positions in this period has 
been a mixed one with some major departures from the non
aligned policy the U.F. Government is expected to implement as 
formulated in the Common Minimum Programme. The major 
lapse has been on the Afghanistan developments. The government 
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failed to come out sharply against the barbarous killing of former 
President, Najibullah, by the Taliban. In contrast to the position 
t~ken by countries hke Russia, the Central Asian Republics and 
Iran, the Indian Government kept stating that it was watchmg the 
situation. It was much later that a more categorical position was 
taken. Such a stance is surpnsing when Afghanistan is of such 
vital concern to India and the South Asian region. 

On the brazen aerial attacks launched by the U.S. on Baghdad 
and Iraq, -the Indian Government was not forthcoming in 
forthright condemnation of such brazen aggression -and v10lat1on 
of international law. The U .F. Government has also been resilmg 
from the stand of recognition to the Saharawi Arab Democratic 
Republic. It has not upgraded the status of the charge d'affaires to 
Ambassadorial rank nor signed the resolution in the U.N. for the 
implementation of U.N. resolutions on Western Sahara. Even on 
the question of relations with Cuba, there are indications that the 
Government of India is not adopting a helpful position on the 
question of credit and other trade matters. 

The Central Committee called upon the U.F. Govemment to 
steer a firm course on foreign policy, adhering to independent, 
non-aligned principles and resist western pressures. 

Rectification Campaign 

The Central Committee discussed measures to streamline the 
Party organisation and for toning up the standards of the 
leadership at various levels. For this the Central Committee 
decided to launch a rectification campaign for a six-month penod, 
the details of which will be worked out by the Polit Bureau. 

Editor of People's Democracy 

The Central Committee appointed S itaram Yechury, member of 
the Polit Bureau, as the new editor of People's Democracy. 

Call for Mass Movements 

The Central Committee caHed upon the Party and the Left 
forces to launch mass campaigns and struggles on urgent issues ~f 
the people such as (1) demand for strengthening the pubhc 
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distribution system as a measure against continuous price-rise of 
essential commodities; (2) adoption of a central legislation for 
agricultural labour; implementation of land reforms; (3) opening 
of closed industrial units and against privatisation of the public 
sector; ( 4) fight against the growing atrocities and oppression of 
women; and (5) fight against corruption at all levels and 
punishing those gmlty. 

The Central Committee issued separate statements on the 
Central Government employees' strike on bonus and the Andhra 
Pradesh flood situation. 



Report on Political Developments* 

Adopted by The Central Committee of 
The CPl(l\1) in Its l\1eeting Held in New Delhi 
on October 29-31, 1996 

INTERNATIONAL 

Due to compelling national developments, we have not been able 
to discuss the international developments since the Central 
Committee meeting in Madras in January. Many important 
developments have taken place during this period, which m many 
ways confirm the direction of the analysis made by the 15th Party 
Congress. 

World Capitalist Economy 
Despite all optimistic projections for speedy economic deve

lopment in 1996, the actual performance of both the advanced 
capitalist countries as well as that of the capitalist world have not 
been up to the mark. The IMF, in its semi-annual review of the 
world economic outlook in April, has scaled down the anticipated 
growth rate for the world from 4.1 per cent to 3.8 per cent. 
Similarly, the OECD, in its semi-annual economic outlook, 
reduced the growth rate for 24 developed capitalist countries from 
2.6 to 2.1 for 1996. 

Both the 07 and the OECD had concentrated on improving 
the employment situation in 1996. Despite this, unemployment 
continued to be a major problem in the developed capitalist world 
confirming the analysis that present-day capitalist economic deve
lopment is best characterised as "jobless growth". In September, 
the unemployment rate in the United States rose again and stood 
at 5.2 per cent of the work force. The year began for Germa~y 
with the unemployment figure crossing the psychological barner 
of 4 million and stood at 10.8 per cent which has shown a 

*Published as a booklet m November 1996. 
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marginal decline of 10.1 per cent by September. In France, the 
unemployment stood at 12.6 per cent in August 1996 compared 
to I I 6 per cent in August 1995. 

In response to this, in most of the advanced capitalist countries, 
the main attack has been on the social security system and cuts in 
social expenditure affecting the living conditions of the working 
people. In the USA, the budget for this year saw a cut in health
care for the elderly by 124 billion U.S. dollars and for the poor it 
was reduced by 59 billion dollars. The conflict between the 
Republican-dominated Congress and the Democratic President 
Bill CJinton on the question of the debt ceiling which is placed at 
4,900 billion U.S. dollars is leading to further cuts in social 
expenditure. The U.S. debt has already crossed this ceiling and 
cuts in social expenditure are resorted to, in order to maintain the 
debt levels. But for the concentration of public opinion on the 
forthcoming presidential election on November 5, this would 
have been a major issue since it leads to default in repayment of 
debt and of interests. 

Similarly, Germany had introduced an across the board austerity 
measures. The public outcry against this was witnessed in the 
May Day rallies and subsequent protest actions by the working 
class. On 20 and 2lst of May, over a lakh workers took to the 
streets in 60 cities across Germany. Few weeks ago, massive 
strikes in major industries took place in protest against proposals 
to reduce paid sick leave. In France, the working class rose in 
protest against cut in the budget deficit by 2 per cent which 
directly slashed social security expenditure. On May 29, there 
was a countrywide public sector strike and the protest action 
continues. 

In the Third World countries, the people's protest against the 
!MF-World Bank prescriptions and neo-liberal economic policies 
are also being manifested in a number of strike actions. In Brazil, 
for the first time after five years, a nation-wide general strike was 
held against growing unemployment while simultaneously a 
movement called the Militant Landless Workers Movement 
conducted land seizures of large estates. Many protesters died in 
the clashes with the landlord armies and the police. 
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Elections 
The discontent against the growing economic hardships of the 

people has also manifested in elections in some of the advanced 
capitalist countries. In Italy, the Centre-Left Olive Tree alliance 
defeated the right-wing Freedom Alliance. These elections came 
after months of political instability and surcharged political 
atmosphere rocked by corruption scandals. It is heartening to note 
that the Communist Refoundation Party of Italy increased its 
popular vote from 6 to 8.6 per cent and has 35 seats in the 
Chamber of Deputies. In the senate it has l 0 seats. Though 
supporting the Centre-Left alliance, the Communist Refoundation 
did not join the government and chose to support it from outside, 
while demarcating on policies and issues adversely affecting the 
people and the country. 

In Greece, the Social Democratic Party, Pasok won a clear 
majority in the recently held elections. Even here the Communists 
improved their position by increasing their popular support from 
4.6 per cent in 1993 to 5.6 per cent. Likewise, the Left coalition 
also increased its popular support from 2.9 per cent to 5.1 per cent. 

However, in Japan; the Liberal Democratic Party which was 
voted out of power after 38 years of uninterrupted rule, emerged 
as the single-largest party in the recent elections. Though short of 
an absolute majority, the LDP will form the government with the 
support from allies. This was the first election held after the 
introduction of the single seat plus proportional representatioh 
system. The heartening feature in this election was the perfor
mance of the Japanese Communist Party. In a 54.6 per cent voter 
turnout the JCP polled above 7 million votes, about 5 per cent. 
The JCP has won 26 seats and having crossed the mark of 20 it 
now has the right to submit bills for legislative action. It has 
already announced to bring bills to rid the Japanese political 
system of large-scale corruption, to ban political donation.s by 
corporate companies, ban on bureaucrats being posted in pnvate 
companies after retirement, etc. 

Nicaragua 
Large-scale mismanagement and deliberate attempt to dist~rt 

the popular verdict marked the recent general elections m 
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Nicaragua. Even ten days after polling, the Electoral Council 
could not announce its official verdict as to who won the 
presidentia! election. Sandinista leader and former President 
Daniel Ortega has called upon the people to reject the poll process 
pointing out gross violations. The Sandinista Liberation Front 
(FSNL) has announced its refusal to accept a manipulated result 
that would foist a U.S.-inspired and !MF-dictated right-wing 
government once again in Nicaragua. The coming days will see an 
intense political battle between the FSNL and the right-wing 
U.S.-backed forces. 

West Asia 
Following the assassination of former Israeli Prime Minister 

Ritzak Rabin in the elections held recently, the right-wing won 
with Benjamin Netanyahu as the new Prime Minister. The new 
government has been reneging on the earlier agreements between 
Israel and the PLO. The main controversy now centres around the 
Israeli withdrawal from We'it Bank's city of Hebron. The earlier 
talks had concluded that such a withdrawal would be done but 
the new government is disclaiming any responsibility for the 
agreements entered into by the previous regime. On the contrary, 
they have started settling new Jewish population in these areas. 
The talks are currently going on under U.S. auspices. The USA 
is also caught in a bind due to the forthcoming presidential 
elections. On the one hand, it does not wish to anger the very 
powerful Jewish lobby in the United States and on the other, a 
settlement before the elections will be favourable for Bill Clinton. 
However, at the moment, no solution appears to be in sight. 

An important development has been the open support given by 
the French President Jacques Chirac. As the fir'it head of state of a 
leading Western nation speaking to the Palestinian Parliament, 
Mr. Chirac openly called for the implementation of the earlier 
agreement. This is a powerful voice for a European role in the 
settlement of the Central Asian crisis and displays the potential 
for conflicting approaches between Europe and USA. Earlier in 
January, elections were held for the first time in the Israeli 
occupied territories of West Bank, Gaza and East Jerusalem. 
Yasser Arafat led Al Fateh romped home by winning 53 out of 
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88 seats in a turnout of nearly 75 per cent. In another develop
ment, the summit meeting of the Arab League was held for the 
first time after the 1990 Gulf crisis. Israel had all along refused to 
vacate occupied Arab lands, obstructing a settlement. The summit 
unanimously called for the complete Israeli withdrawal from all 
Arab lands including Golan heights in Syria. Clearly, in spite of 
such solidarity, there is once again an effort to deny the Palestmians 
their right to a homeland despite the diluted peace agreement 
made earlier. 

Indonesia 
Large-scale anti-government militant actions took place m 

Indonesia on July 27 and 28. This marks a significant advance in 
the democratic movement against the Suharto dictatorship, after 
many years of suppression and intimidation. The Suharto regime 
is attempting to portray this as an infighting between rival 
opposition leaders. Megawati Suharnoputri leads this protest 
against the regime as well as against the Suharto puppet 
Indonesian Democratic Party (PDI) leader Suryadi. Megawau 
was ousted as Chairman of POi for her increasingly anti-Suharto 
and pro-democracy positions. Suharto had blamed the Peoples' 
Democratic Party (PRD) for the militant actions. However, the 
regime's own National Rights Commission released its final 
report laying the blame on the government's armed police 
intervention. The charges against the PRD by Suharto as bemg 
Communist are not evoking the anti-Communist frenzy on which 
this regime has capitalised in the past. Other anti-dictatorship 
forces are also raising their voice of protest. Elections are m the 
offing in Indonesia and this ground-swell of democrauc 
movement may well pick up. In the meanwhile, the Nobel peace 
prize being awarded to the East Timor Archbishop has highlighted 
Indonesia's occupation of the island since 1975. All these 
together constitute a shift in Indonesia's political situation in 
favour of the democratic movement. 

Attempts of U.S. Hegemony 
During this period, the United States of America tried to 

enforce its will on the world. Most blatant attempt was the 
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renewed attack on Iraq using the pretext of Iraq's operations 
within its country against the Kurds. Despite the Iraqi troops 
withdrawal from the Kurdish populated areas, the USA chose to 
launch missile attacks on Iraq only to demonstrate its hegemonic 
intentions. Elsewhere, on the question of the Comprehensive Test 
Ban Treaty negotiations and on the World Trade Organisation 
establishment, the United States is attempting to enforce its point of view. 

The most blatant of these efforts was, of course, in relation to 
Cuba. The USA insists on implementing what is known as the 
Helms-Bunon law by which the United States can suspend 
economic activities with countries that trade with Cuba. But the 
inter-imperialist contradictions are favourable once again in this 
sphere with the European Union and Canada taking a very strong 
opposition to this law. Earlier, Mexico too officially protested 
with the U.S. Government on this law and continues to have 
relations with Cuba. The Foreign Secretary of the United 
Kingdom had also publicly declared Britain's non-compliance 
with U.S. insistence and many European countries and Canada 
are having growing economic interaction now with Cuba. In the 
meanwhile, the Organisation of American States at a summit in 
June rejected the Helms-Burton law by a 23 to l (USA) vote. 

U.S. Elections 

The run off to the presidential elections in the USA to be held 
on November 5 has shown both the Republicans and the 
Democrats to be united on many of the perceptions concerning 
USA's role in the world as well as the domestic economic policies. 
That the USA will continue to play its hegemonic role in 
international affairs and domestically they would continue to 
reduce welfare and social expenditure affecting the livelihood of 
the working people seem to be points on which there appears to be 
a consensus. Outwardly, the debate has been centered around 
political morality and questions of ethics raised by the 
Republicans while the Democrats seek to take credit for an 
economic situation which they say could have been worse but for 
their economic policies. However, public opinion polls put 
Clinton ahead. 
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NEIGHBOURS 
Afghanistan 

The situation in Afghanistan dramatically worsened with the 
Pakistan-backed Taliban capturing Kabul. The dastardly manner 
in which they executed former President Najibullah has exposed 
the religious fundamentali~t reactionary character of the Tahban 
movement. Having captured Kabul, they swiftly brought in 
retrograde medieval Jaws banning women from working and 
banning girl students in schools apart from a very ancient dress 
code for women. Even women doctors and nurses in hospitals 
who have been allotted work are to treat only women patients and 
not interact with male counterparts. The untold atrocities bemg 
committed on the civilian population continue to mount. 

The ethnic clashes in Afghanistan have intensified following 
the capture of Kabul by the Taliban. The Taliban which is over
whelmingly consisting of the Pathans are backed openly by 
Pakistan. The Uzbeks who control the North-West are led by 
Gen. Abdul Rashid Dostum and the Tajiks are Jed by Ahmed Shah 
Masood in the North-East. Dostum and the ousted regime of 
Rabanni have joined forces against the Taliban. Further, the 
threats of religious fundamentalism are mounting and very 
correctly the Central Asian republics of the former Soviet Union 
have in a joint declaration with Russia expressed serious concern 
and decided to co-ordinate activities against this menace. 

Pakistan 
The situation in Pakistan has become very complex and 

unstable. The murder of Murtaza Bhutto, the pohtical dissident 
brother of Premier Benazir Bhutto created lot of tension in the 
Sindh Province apart from leading to a chain of political develop
ments. The President Farooq Leghari and the Premier are at 
loggerheads. The President has directly invoked his authority on 
the question of appointing judges to the Supreme Court and has 
written to both the houses of parliament endorsing the proposal of 
the opposition leader Nawaz Sharief to set up an indepeRdent 
judicial commission to enquire into "accountability"- a move' 
directed against political corruption. With the army backing, the 
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President and with the recent presidential proclamation keepmg 
the army directly under his command, the political situation has 
worsened and is fraught with dangerous consequences. 

Bangladesh 
The elections in Bangladesh in June led to the Awami League 

led by Sheikh Hasina emerging as the single-largest party but just 
short of a majority. It won 146 seats in a house of 300. Following 
a period of intense political turmoil these elections finally resulted 
in a 74 per cent turnout in the presence of international observers. 
But the political situation continues to be complex with Sheikh 
Hasina forming the government with the support of the Jatiya Dai 
of the former Gen. Ershad which "has won 32 seats. What 
compromises this may imply is to be seen. One thing is clear that 
the formation of the Hasma Government provides a check on the 
growth of fundamentalist forces in Bangladesh. 

In the meanwhile, the goodwill visit by the Indian foreign 
minister to Dacca in September, led to improvement in the 
relations and the beginning of finding solutions to some of the 
bilateral problems. This will further help in improving of relations 
between Bangladesh and India. 

Myanmar 
The struggle for democracy in Myanmar received a major 

attack in June when the military regime imposed a new anti
opposition Jaw with sweeping powers on what it considers to be 
anti-government activities. The National League for Democracy 
and its leader Suu Kyi has pledged to carry forward the struggle for 
the establishment of democratic set-up in Myanmar. This struggle 
must be supported by all peace-loving people the world over. 

Bhutan 

The 15th Congress of our Party had supported the struggle for 
democracy in Bhutan. During these months, the struggle has 

_intensified with the refugees placed in camps in Nepal marching 
to enter Bhutan. As they have to cross Indian territory, the 
issue has acquired significance for Indo-Bhutanese relations. 
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The West Bengal Left Front Government has repeatedly asked 
the Government of India to take up this matter \\ith Bhutan to 
ensure a solution to the forcible eviction of Bhutanese of Nepali 
origin from Bhutan. 

~epal 

A complicated situation arose in .Kepal over the treaty with 
India on the question of river water sharing. The agreement on the 
Mahakali project that was initiated under the government of the 
United Communist Party of Manmohan Adhikari and approved 
later on by the subsequent government ran into rough weather 
with new opposition to it. But subsequently, this was overcome 
and the treaty was endorsed by the parliament. This could well 
lead to fres6 problems between the two countries which can only 
benefit the imperialist powers which thrive on these differences. 

Sri Lanka 
The victory of Chandrika Kumaratunga and her People's 

Alliance government had promised the return of peace and 
stability in the island country. Today two years later, the 
government continues to wage a war; it does not want against the 
CITE and its political package of devolution of powers yet 
remains to be implemented. The prolongation of the war has 
heaped hitherto unknown sufferings on the Tamils in Jaffna This 
has also resulted in a stream of refugees pouring into Tamil Nadu. 
The CPl(M) expresses its deep anguish at these sufferings. It 
appreciates the Indian Government's response to Sri Lanka's 
request for rice to meet the needs of the Jaffna population. The 
CPl{M) has all along held that a proper devolution of powe~ 
within the framework of United Sri Lanka is the only manner rn 
which the ethnic conflict should be resolved. 

China 
The forthcoming visit of the Chinese President Comrade Jiang 

Zemin should be a watershed in improving the relations betw~.0 

the two countries. The process of improvement of relations, it 15 

hoped, will be consolidated with this visit. 
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In the meanwhile, the Chinese economy during the first nine 
months of 1996 grew at an annual rate of 9 .6 per cent thus achiev
ing the attempt by the Chinese authorities to reduce the growth to 
under 10 per cent in order to overcome the problems of what they 
call the "over-heating" of the economy. This has reduced inflation 
to 6.6 per cent which for the first time fell to a single digit figure. 
The average income for an urban ~hinese increased by 3.4 per 
cent. The rural incomes is estimated to have grown on an average 
of I O per cent. At the same time, a massive drive against corruption 
and other tendencies alien to Socialism have been launched. The 
process of economic reform in China, it is only hoped, will move 
in the direction of strengthening Socialism. 

Russia 

Following the victory of Yeltsin in the second round of 
elections which are clouded by allegations and charges of large
scale rigging, the instability in the country continues. Initially, 
having appointed, Alexander Lebed who had contested elections 
again!>t Yeltsin as Secretary of Internal Security, Yeltsin has 
now dismissed him on the grounds that he is emerging as a 
rival centre of authority. This has created political uncertainty. 
Lebed, with the strong backing of the armed forces, has 
declared to fully engage himself in politics opposing Yeltsin and 
his policies. Further, Lebed's dismissal may also lead to a 
deterioration in the situation in Chechenya where now nearly 
80,000 people have reported to have been killed in the conflict. 
In the meanwhile, the living conditions of the vast mass of 
working people continues to deteriorate sharply. Non-payment 
of wages and arrears increase every month worsening the people's 
agony and this has resulted in a number of widespread strike 
actions. 

NATIONAL SITUATION 

The last Central Committee meeting while endorsing the 
approach in contributing to the formation of the United Front 
Government and participation in the Steering Committee pointed 
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out two aspects. One was in relation to the Common Minimum 
Programme and the other on the nature of the United Front. 
It noted: 

"The present United Front is unlike the normal united fronts in 
which parties come together for joint struggles and movements 
based on a common set of demands or a programme. The present 
United Front combination has emerged out of the efforts of the 
Left and secular parties represented in parliament to keep the BJP 
out of office. The bulk of the parties in the U .F. Government are 
those which wish to continue with the economic policies of the 
Congress. However, it is in the interests of the Left and 
democratic movement that such a government continue in office, 
implement policies which help strengthen secularism, restructure 
Centre-State relations to strengthen federalism and provide even 
limited relief to the people. This will help meet the expectations of 
the people who voted out the Congress(!) and who did not want 
the communal forces to capture power. 

"It is in this framework that our Party must define its attitude to 
the United Front Government. In the past six weeks of the U.F. 
Government, while extending overall support and pushing for 
implementation of those measures in the CMP which help 
mobilisation of the people to strengthen the Left, democratic and 
secular forces, we have also to maintain our independent position 
to support or demarcate on specific issues and policies." 

Immediately after the Central Committee meeting, the Party 
concentrated upon two important political issues, one in relation 
to holding of elections in Jammu & Kashmir and its importance to 
defeat the game of imperialism and Pakistani rulers to destabilise 
our country. The second was the U.P. elections which had to be 
held before the l 7th of October, when President's rule was to 
expire, which would have a big bearing on the political situation 
in the country. 

Jammu & Kashmir 
Though there was general agreement on holding the electio~s 

in Kashmir, the approach of various political parties differed. It is 
not necessary to go into the situation prevailing there which has 
been earlier dealt with by the Central Committee. We had noted 
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that there is a change in the situation in Jammu & Kashmir. The 
people are fed up with the activities of the extremists and they 
want peace. It does not howevei·mean that they have been fully 
drawn into the national mainstream. But the conditions have been 
created where the extremists can be put on the defensive and 
through the process of elections situation can be improved. In this 
respect, it was necessary that all forces having influence in 
Kashmir should be mobilised to participate in the elections. It is 
well-known that in the parliament elections, the National 
Conference, the biggest organisation in Jammu and Kashmir 
which has a tradition of struggle against princely states had 
boycotted the Lok Sabha elections on the plea that the 
government was not coming forward with an assurance of 
maximum autonomy which can protect the identity of the 
Kashmiri people. Our Party has taken a stand from the beginning 
that without maximum autonomy, the problem of Jammu and 
Kashmir cannot be solved and it pointed out the specific 
conditions in which Kashmir had acceded to India. There were 
opinions in the Janata Dai and certain other parties that even if the 
percentage of voting is not high and if like the Lok Sabha 
elections, elections can be held it is sufficient to restore normalcy 
in Kashmir. They were missing the point that without maximum 
mobilisation of the people where at least 50 per cent of voters tum 
up, it will be difficult to convince world public opinion that 
people of Kashmir stand by the decision of accession to India. 

It is in this context that we had got included in the Common 
Minimum Programme a para about providing maximum autonomy 
to the people of Jammu and Kashmir. This statement was welcomed 
by the National Conference. Inside the National Conference also a 
trend existed which was not for participation. Among other parties 
also, there was a trend as happened during the parliament 
elections to capture power irrespective of whether people 
responded in a big way or not. Our Party took a principled 
position that merely holding the elections would not serve the 
purpose, it is the maximum mobilisation of the people which will 
enable us to defeat the game of the Pakistani rulers. Even after the 
Common Minimum Programme had made it clear, there were 
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pressures on the Prime Minister not to categorically come forward 
with a statement on the question of maximum autonomy. It was 
after our intervention that the Prime Minister included the issue of 
maximum autonomy in the statement. Already, as mentioned 
above, there was a struggle inside the National Conference and 
this declaration enabled the dominant section to prevail to take the 
final decision to participate in the elections. 

Some of the United Front partners from a different angle 
proposed that instead of the United Front all parties should be 
allowed to contest the elections independently. We agreed because 
this would enable the maximum mobilisation of the people in the 
valley. We even supported efforts to encourage those extremist 
groups to participate which had given up arms. We were firm that 
the participation of the National Conference is crucial. Whatever 
its shortcomings, it was still the traditional organisation of the 
Kashmiri people and had a wider mass support. It was decided by 
the parties o'f the United Front and the Congress(!) to contest the 
elections. The participation of all helped in mobilising the people 
on a broader scale. There were proposals by the western countries 
of sending observers which was rightly rejected but all the foreign 
print and electronic media were welcomed to witness the 
elections. This helped to fight back the offensive of the impenalist 
countries against India and provided an effective response to the 
Pakistani rulers who always tried to internationalise the issue. 

Our Party decided to put up only one candidate because our 
limited base was confined to areas where the extremist activities 
were intense. Moreover, we did not have the strength and 
influence. We were opposed by the Janata Dai candidate as well as 
the Ikwan counter-insurgency group. The Congress(!) candidate 
withdrew when the National Conference extended support to us. 
We have won the seat with a big margin. 

Generally, the contest was between the three parties, the 
National Conference, Congress(!) and the Janata Dai, excepting 
the Jammu region where the BJP has a strong presence. Some 
independents also contested the elections and some of them fared 
well. Ultimately, the National Conference secured 42 out of the 
17 seats in the valley, the hot-bed of extremist activity and was 
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able to make gains in Jammu .. In Ladakh also, it secured three 
seats ::mt of the four. Whereas we were expecting a majority for 
the National Conference, it secured a two-thirds majority, which 
is necessary for it to make any amendment to the Constitution in 
Jammu ancl Kashmir. Votmg percentage came to about 54 per 
cent, except in Srinagar where the extremists are having good 
hold. The efforts of Pakistan to sabotage the elections did not 
succeed. It was a big blow to Pakistan and imperialism. One 
should not conclude that with these elections peace has finally 
been restored in Kashmir. Becau~e of the crisis in Pakistan, the 
ruling cricles there will continue to support the extremists to 
instigate trouble. The first battle has been won and properly 
handling the situation can help to win the war. 

To consolidate the gains of this victory, it is necessary that we 
press upon the Government of India to work out the details to 
provide maximum autonomy within the framework of Indian 
unity as promised in the Common Minimum Programme. It 
should also take necessary steps to fulfil the pledge given in the 
programme about relief measures, rehabilitation of migrants who 
left the valley, encm1ragement to handicrafts, public distribution 
system, eradicating corruption, etc., which had become very 
rampant during President's rule with relief money passing into the 
hands of extremists. This is an important issue that has to be 
tackled to create confidence among the people. But despite the 
problems and difficulties, this is a big achievement for our 
country and our Party can be proud of its contribution. 

Uttar Pradesh Elections 
The U .P. elections were also of great importance having a 

bearing on the political situation in the country. The main 
challenge was from the BJP. It is well-known that during the BJP 
Government days, the Bahri Masjid was pulled down defying the 
courts and all norms of democratic convention by the BJP and its 
outfits with the direct connivance of the state government. It had 
alienated the minorities from the Congress(!) party and it led to 
innumerable riots in various places taking the toll of hundreds of 
people. Now, also the VHP is campaigning on the issue of the 
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temples of Mathura and Varanasi which also are situated in Uttar 
Pradesh. The BJP coming to power would contribute a lot in 
communalising the atmosphere of the country and disrupting the 
democratic movement. 

Keepmg this in view, the Party concentrated in working out the 
tactics in Uttar Pradesh where the BJP can be defeated and a 
government of secular parties can be fonned. The major force to 
fight against the BJP was that of the SamaJwadi Party. If the 
United Front partners had put their efforts together, they had 
sufficient strength to defeat the BJP. But unfortunately, for a long 
time, personal interests dominated rather than national interests. 
The discussion on seat adjustments went on till the day of 
withdrawal of nominations with different constituents bargaining 
for more and more seats even without having any base as was 
revealed by the results. In this respect, the Samajwadi Party was 
accommodative and they ultimately conceded some of their 
strong seats to the other partners. This itself had an impact. But it 
did not succeed in creating enthusiasm and mobilising fully the 
ma~s following of these parties. Another positive development 
was that of the formation of the BKKP and its joining the United 
Front. The Prime Minister's tour of Western U.P. and announce
ment of various measures benefiting the peasants did have an 
impact but this was not possible to be translated to political 
victory. However, this created an atmosphere in favour of the 
United Front. The third combination which came into existence 
wa~ that of BSP-Congress(I). Congress(!) party in Uttar Pradesh 
was seriously trying to win over the BSP so that it could have an 
alliance with it later for the Madhya Pradesh and Punjab elections. 
They were satisfied with 125 seats as against the 300 contested 
by the BSP giving the commitment to make Mayawati the 
Chief Minister. 

In the election propaganda, whereas the United Front concentrat~ 
its fire on the BJP and tried to unify all the secular forces the mam 
plank of the BSP has been denunciation of Mulayam Singh Yadav. 
Congress(!) leaders also acquiesced to it on various occasi?ns. 
Thus, the main force in fighting against communalism remained 
the United Front. 
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The BJP has suffered a defeat as it was able to win only 
174 seats instead of the absolute majority it was sure of. In the 
Lok Sabha elections, the BJP had won in 236 assembly segments. 
The BJP did not do as well as in 1993 too when it had got 

177 seats. 
As a result, the total picture emerged that the BJP got 174 and 

two went to its ally the Samata Party. The Samajwadi Party got 
11 O, the B KKP 8, the J anata Dal 7, Congress(T) 4, CPl(M) 4, and 
CPI J. The BSP got 67 and the Congress(!) 33 seats. Our Party for 
the first time was able to win four seats. Had the Janata Dai and 
Congress(T) not insisted on contesting more seats the United 
Front could have secured more seats. 

The results posed the question of how to avoid the threat of the 
BJP forming a government. The United Front declared that both 
the United Front and the Congress(l)-BSP should give a written 
undertaking to the Governor that in no case wilJ they support the 
BJP. The BSP however was keeping its options open. Even 
discussions with the Congress(!) could not persuade the BSP to 
give such an undertaking to the Governor. The Congress(!) had 
only assured them, their single point programme, that Mayawati 
will be made the Chief Minister, as was promised before the 
elections. Even on the basis of this assurance, when they tried to 
persuade Kanshi Ram, the BSP President said that whereas he 
considers the BJP to be communal, he also considers the United 
Front to be a feudal force which is worse than the communal 
forces. In the face of such an opportunist stand of the BSP, it was 
not possible to cross the hurdle. Under normal circumstances, the 
United Front with 134 seats should have been given the option to 
select the candidate for Chief Ministership. But the Congress(!) 
and the BSP were not prepared for this. 

In the meantime, the BJP, as the single-largest party, laid its 
claim to fonn the government. Since the other two combinations 
had informed the Governor that they are not supporting the BJP, 
there was no possibility for the BJP to form a stable government. 
Moreover, after the election results were out, there was just a 
couple of days left for President's rule to expire in the state. It was 
not possible to clinch the issue in such a short time. The fresh 
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imposition of President's rule and keeping the assembly in 
suspended animation provides the political parties more time to 
come to an understanding to form a government. 

Now efforts are on to form a BSP-BJP Government headed by 
Mayawati. 

Uttarakhand 
On the eve of the U.P. assembly elections, the United Front 

Government came out with an announcement for forming a 
separate Uttarakhand state. When the Common Minimum 
Programme was drafted, the inclusion of this issue was opposed 
by us and it was not included. But under pressure from certain 
constituents, the Prime Minister unilaterally declared the 
formation of Uttarakhand presuming that this wilJ help them win 
the elections in the Uttarakhand area. But the results go to show 
that in 17 out of 19 seats the BJP has won, with one each going to 
the Congress(T) and Samajwadi Party. This announcement has 
created a lot of problems for the country as a whole, particularly 
in West Bengal. Now, with the acceptance of the demand for the 
formation of Uttarakhand, the Prime Minister also announced that 
after the elections, legislation will be passed and elected members 
of the region will constitute the new assembly of Uttarakhand. 
This has serious repercussions in various parts of the country. 
Demands have started for the formation of Jharkhand, Bodoland, 
Chattisgarh, Vidharba, Gorkhaland and there are even talks of a 
separate Telangana. 

In fact, this will be a weapon in the hands of the ruling class to 
divert the attention of the people from the real issues, economic 
and political, which they are facing today. We have always 
advocated that for the minority nationalities and ethnic groups 
and backward areas real autonomy can be provided by which 
people will be able to fulfil their aspirations. That was never 
considered seriously. Even the states are deprived of their powers. 
The CPI is fully supporting this demand with the hope that 
perhaps on the basis of this demand they will be able to strengthen 
the Party and the Left in the concerned region. If we analyse the 
struggle for the formation of linguistic states, which was a genuine 
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democratic demand, the experience is relevant. The movement 
was headed by the Communist Party whether it was in Kerala, 
Andhra, Maharashtra. The issue alone did not help in further 
ad\ ancing our movement. But the slogan of Uttarakhand is not 
a~sociated with a linguistic aspiration. Thus, we cannot take 
opportunist positions on such issues. Those who feel that through 
such movements they can advance, are mistaken. The advance of 
the workmg class party comes through a bitter struggle based on 
the class realities and by mob1hsing the classes. 

The demand for smaller states has been constantly raised by 
the BJP and earlier the Jan Sangh. They want formation of a 
number of small states based on administrative convenience. This 
is the Hindutva goal to break up the existing linguistic states as a 
strong linguistic identity is seen as an obstacle to the advance 
of the Hindutva ideology. Unfortunately, V. P. Singh and some 
other secular leaders are also advocating the formation of 
smaller states. The demand for a second States Re-Organisation 
Commission is being voiced. The CPI(M) cannot agree with 
this position. 

Demand for GorkhaJand State 
The Uttarakhand announcement has created a serious problem 

for the Party in West Bengal. For the first t\me in our Party's 
history, a unit that too where the Party is very strong has decided 
to revolt, openly advocating the formation of Gorkhaland as a 
separate state, at a time when the state secretariat and the State 
Committee was prepared to discuss the issue with them and find 
an amicable solution. They have not only defied but criticised the 
Party leadership in a language which is not commensurate with 
Communist organisational norms. In West Bengal, there are 13 
lakh Nepali-speaking people according to the last census. In the 
Darjeeling Hill Council area the population is around 6 lakhs. 
They are demanding inclusion of adjoining areas where the 
Nepali-speaking people are in a minority and here they will 
come in conflict with the Bengali population. As a result, the 
rechauvinism is the danger of growing among the Bengali 
population. This will have very harmful repercussions on the 
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advance of the Left and democratic movement in the state. We are 
proud of the fact that it is in West Bengal that no discrimination of 
people belonging to any religion or nationality has been there. 
Even in Calcutta, half the population comes from outside Bengal. 
This problem should be taken seriously and a way has to be found 
by which we are able to meet this danger. Raising of Uttarakhand 
slogan will have its repercussions in other states too. But un
fortunately, the CPI is taking an opportunist position. By taking 
this position they are not going to benefit except harming the Left 
movement as is being done in the case of West Bengal. We have 
come out with our consistent stand that separate states cannot 
solve the problem of any region or sub-nationality. We have stood 
by our position that regional autonomy with planned development 
within the state will help to meet the situation. 

North-East 
The situation In Manipur has taken a serious tum. The long

standing neglect of the problems of the people and the depreda
tions of the armed militants have led to the growing ineffectivity 
of the State Government and its administration and the parallel 
activities of the extremist groups. Excesses by the armed forces 
have caused public resentment and snowballed into mass protests. 
This discontent is now being diverted to separatist channels. A 
bandh call given by the United National Liberation Front against 
the state's merger with India in 1949 met with a big response and 
so also the rally called by the All Manipur Students' Union on the 
same issue. These are danger signals indicating the growing 
popular alienation. In Manipur and in Nagaland, taxes are being 
collected by the extremist organisations with impunity from 
government employees and all sections of society. The hardships 
of the people with the enormous cost of essential commodities 
and the lack of basic infrastructure facilities is fuelling discontent 
and helping the separatist forces. It is not possible to go on dealing 
with these problems using the security forces. It will be necessary 
for a proper assessment of the problems in the entire North-East 
region and some immediate policy plan to be formulated for the 
entire region. 
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Economic Policy 
In the Ja~t C.C. report, it was noted that the Deve Gowda 

Government is taking certain policy measures which would 
mean carrying forward the IMF-dictated Rao-Manmohan Singh 
framework of policies. In many of these issues, the CPI(M) has 
had to come out in opposition. The proposals for Rs. 5,000-crore 
disinvestment of public sector shares is going ahead. The 
Di~investment Commission suggested in the Common Minimum 
Programme to which we expressed our reservation has been set 
up. However, the first two rounds of disinvestment are being done 
without referring them to the Commission. The most profitable 
PSUs are being taken up for disinvestment in the first two rounds 
like the VSNL and the ONGC. This is obviously being done to 
meet the mounting fiscal deficit against which the IMF has 
publicly warned India. It is in response to this IMF pressure that 
the privatisation programme in the public sector is going ahead. 

The other policy issue on which the CPl(M) had to publicly 
join issue was on the changes announced regarding the Foreign 
Direct Investment. The last Central Committee had already noted 
that the government was preparing to expand the list for 51 per 
cent automatic approval of foreign companies as well as to permit 
them to hold greater equity in some cases going up to 74 per cent. 
These proposals have been placed before the Cabinet for 
approval. In the meantime, the Ministry of Mines has announced 
that licences for prospecting of minerals will be given to foreign 
and private companies for areas up to 5,000 sq.kms. as against the 
earlier ceiling of 25 sq.kms. The Industries Ministry has boasted 
that it has cleared foreign direct investment proposals worth 
Rs. 9,000 crore in a one-month period between July and August. 
Many of these proposals are in the consumer and non-essential 
sector such as the Coca-Cola investment of Rs. 2,950 crores 
through a 100 per cent subsidiary. 

Liberalisation of imports continues with the negative list of 
imports being reduced with as many as 54 items bemg allowed. 
Forty of these can now be imported without any licence. A number 
of these are consumer durables particularly of the electronic 
variety. This will severely affect the domestic industry which has 
just about begun to develop in these areas. 
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The overall economic situation is unsatisfactory. There is a 
slow down in industrial production with the rate of growth 
substantially less than the previous year. The export growth 
figures continue to show decline. There is an accumulation of 
inventory and stocks in many industries. This leads to fears of a 
recession looming ahead. The rosy picture presented by the 
Finance Minister during the budget has been belied. The growth 
of the GDP which was claimed to be 7% last year has now been 
scaled down to 6.6% by the Central Statistical Organisation; 
agricultural production has also been scaled down by 5 million 
tonnes. The reduction in public expenditure has a direct bearing 
on the present slow down. It is doubtful whether the new 
monetary policy with liberalised credit will help to revive 
industrial production and the depressed capital markets. 

Certain other negative features have also surfaced during this 
period. Utilising the issue of federalism, the Andhra Pradesh 
Government has suggested that states be permitted to directly 
procure funds from the World Bank or Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) and accept structural adjustment programmes. Likewise, 
the Prime Minister had also announced that power projects, big 
and small, can now be cleared directly by the State Government 
without any Central clearance. Though these two measures are 
yet to be implemented, they nevertheless represent disturbing 
tendencies of bypassing the Central Government on the one hand, 
and the abdication of the Centre of its responsibility to develop 
infrastructure on the other. This can only have very regressive 
impact on the Indian economy as a whole. 

The burdens on the common people continue to mount 
specially sky-rocketting prices. This is mainly due to the 
relentless inflation that was touching new heights around the 
festival season. In this context, again, resorting to increasing 
administered prices of coal will have another round of cascading 
effect on price levels. In this background, it should be noted that 
those measures outlined in the Common Minimum Programme 
that provide relief to the common man are yet to see the light of 
the day. Particular mention must be made of the proposal to 
provide foodgrain and other essential commodities to those below 
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the poverty line at one-half of the issue price and the revamping of 
the public distribution system to make it more effective and thus 
also provide a check against an open market price rise. Public 
pressure must be mounted on the U.F. Government to implement 
this immediately. 

Implementation of Common Minimum Programme 
The process of implementing the Common Minimum 

Programme has been piece-meal and tardy. Of the positive 
features, one must note the reconvening of the Inter-State Council 
after a gap of over six years and the Chief Ministers conference on 
the basic needs of the people. 

While the government has been moving speedily in giving 
concessions to the foreign capitalists and big bourgeoisie, it has 
not moved in the matter of fulfilling its commitment to the people 
and the working class as set out in the Common Minimum 
Programme. 

In areas such as health, education, sanitation and drinking 
water the proposals laid down in the CMP have not yet been 
initiated. Contrary to the promise of recognition of union by 
secret ballot in the CMP the government is trying to backtrack on 
this. Pressure must be put on these scores as well to ensure that 
some relief to the common man is provided. Sanitation and 
drinking water in particular assume importance with the outbreak 
of many epidemics that have claimed hundreds of lives across the 
country. Powerful mass movements and struggles must be 
initiated to compel the government to carry out its commitments 
relating to the improvement of the living standards of the people. 

Corruption Scandals 
Since 1994 various scandals involving the Narasimha Rao 

Government have been exposed. Bank securities scandal, sugar 
scandal, telecom scandal, hawala scandal and so on. There is a 
direct link between economic liberalisation and privatisation and 
the escalating scale of high-level corruption. In all the major 
scandals money has been provided by big business for bribery in 
order to bypass all norms. The Congress(I)-Government tried to 
cover up these scandals and protect the culprits. But, subsequently, 
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in 1996, many more scandals came to light. The St. Kitts files 
which were gathering dust were opened, the Lakhubhai Pathak 
creating case, the urea scandal, the telecom deals of Sukh Ram, 
the housing scandal and the allotment of gas and petrol agencies. 
Even the former Prime Minister and his relatives have been 
charge-sheeted in a few cases for their direct involvement. The 
animal husbandry scandal in Bihar has also come to light 
involving many top politicians of the state. 

This has created a situation where the initiative has passed into 
the hands of the courts. The Constitution has defined the rights of 
various institutions in the parliamentary democratic system. 
Faced with numerous corruption cases, some Congress(!) leaders 
in particular have argued that the courts are unnecessarily usurping 
the powers of the other institutions. They do not recognise the fact 
that this has happened in the background of the executive havmg 
not only failed but has been trying to cover up the investigations 
since the Bofors case. This is the cause of the rot in the system. It 
is in this background that the judiciary has taken the initiative in 
ensuring that the investigations progress into \arious scandals 
and it is being welcomed by the people in general. Unless the 
executive discharges its responsibilities and ensures account
ability, problems will arise by leaving all matters to the judiciary. 
It must be borne in mind that the present legal system is not able to 
cope with the enormous number of cases and dispense justice m 
trme. Further, there are instances of the corrosive effects of 
corruption affecting sections of the judiciary also. 

The pressures to stop or hinder the top politicians being brought 
to book is also very much evident. In the case of Narasimha Rao, 
the U.F. Government responded by the Law Mmister askmg the 
CBI not to oppose the bail petition of Rao. Similarly in the fodder 
scandal case, a blatant attempt was made to substitute the reports 
of the CBI investigating officer to the Patna High Court. 

A vigorous campaign is required by the Party and the other 
democratic forces against the efforts at cover up. Those involved 
in corruption cases have to be thoroughly exposed and pumshed. 
This has to be one of the important tasks in defence of democracy. 
The P.B. gave a call to observe 25 October as Anti-Corruption Day 
to mobilise people for this. 
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Foreign Policy Stand 
The last Central Committee meeting had welcomed the stand of 

the Indian Government on the CTBT issue. However, in this 
period there have been departures from the Common Minimum 
Programme in the formulations on foreign policy. It was stated in 
the Common Minimum Programme: "There is a large measure of 
consensus on foreign policy which is based on our traditional 
values and on the experience gained during the freedom struggle 
and in the post-independence era. Non-alignment is the corner
stone of our foreign policy. The United Front Government will 
closely adhere to the consensus ...... The United Front Government 
will work to strengthen the Non-Aligned Movement. It will also 
actively participate in the deliberations of UNCTAD so that the 
organisation and the member countries are able to articulate the 
view of the developing countries." 

The biggest drift on the Afghanistan developments is of key 
importance to India. Immediately after the capture of Kabul by 
the Taliban militia backed by Pakistan and America and the 
barbarous killing of former President Najibullah and his brother, 
there was a sharp reaction from Russia. Iran also condemned the 
incidents as did the Security Council. Immediately, a conference 
of the five Central Asian republics was convened in which a 
warning was given to the Taliban and cautioning against outside 
interference. But India kept quiet merely stating that it is watching 
the situation. It was only after the resistance against Taliban 
became strong that they came out with a statement. That too was a 
mild reaction. It is only after the Foreign Minister of Iran visited 
India that a statement expressing sympathy with the Afghan 
people and denouncing the Taliban came. This has harmed the 
prestige of India in the eyes of the developing countries as well as 
some advanced countries. 

Similarly, with regard to SADR, India's stand has been 
consistent from the beginning in support of their just struggle. But 
since many months the proposal to upgrade the status of the 
SADR mission from a charge d' affaires to Ambassadorial one 
has not been approved on the plea that this might antagonise 
Morocco. Earlier government too had taken a similar stand 
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because Morocco at that time was heading the Organisation of 
Islamic Countries. It failed to note that Morocco stood by Pakistan 
when the question of Kashmir came up in the OIC. A resolution 
on implementing the U .N. resolutions on Western Sahara moved 
by around 50 members of the U.N. has not been signed by India 
till date. Perhaps it was waiting for the vote on the Security 
Council seat to be over. But the results showed that India has been 
terribly isolated. This is becau~e of its not firmly standing by the 
side of the liberation struggles and the Third World countries. 
India has to draw a lesson from this experience and stop vacillating 
and taking opportunistic positions. 

Even, on the question of relations with Cuba, with which it has 
had good relations in the past, the government has not adopted a 
correct approach. This despite the fact that Cuba has stood firmly 
with India in the international forums. After the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, Cuba faced tremendous difficulties. And it was m 
this situation that the Indian people extended big support by 
collecting foodgrains and sending a ship load oJ foodgrains, 
medicines and detergents to Cuba. In this, the Government of 
India extended help by way of relief in taxes and transportation 
facilities. Ten thousand tonnes of rice was sent to Cuba. Though 
technically it was a commercial deal but everybody knows that it 
was assistance. That is why till now the government had not asked 
for the money. But, now, when Cuba is in dire need of help 
various economic ministries are leaking the news that they have to 
pay lot of money without repaying which it cannot undertake any 
deals. They have offered to supply special medicines which are 
not available in India as well as nickel in lieu of the supply of 
foodgrains. This also has not been seriously undertaken so far. We 
should impress upon the Government of India to adhere to what 
we have stated in the CMP on foreign policy. 

Iraq 
The USA launched another act of aggression with the missile 

attack on Iraq under the plea that while dealing with the internal 
problem Iraq had sent armed forces. No condemnation came from 
India. It is also known that America is starving the children of Iraq 
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by continuously imposing blockade in spite of Iraq meeting the 
conditions. In this respect also, India is not clear. In today's world 
situation, it is all the more necessary that India remains the rallying 
point as it had been in the beginning in supporting the national 
liberation struggles, peace, opposing imperialist manoeuvres and 
strengthening relations with the developing countries while 
improve its relations with the advanced countries. 

Congress( I) 
There have been major developments within the Congress(!) 

party in this period. With the continuous exposure of various 
corruption scandals involving the former Prime Minister and 
Congress President Narasimha Rao, his position became more 
and more untenable. Even Congressmen felt he had become a 
liability with no appeal left to the people. The struggle had begun 
after the defeat suffered in the elections. But it was the indictment 
in the corruption case like the Lakubhai Pathak cheating case and 
the JMM case which exposed him thoroughly. This led to a 
division with some of the members of the Working Committee 
demanding his resignation. Finally, it was the Supreme Court's 
decision upholding his prosecution which forced Rao to resign 
from the Presidentship. He, however, retains the leadership of the 
parliamentary party. 

The choice of a new President fell on Sitaram Kesri. He was not 
known to be hostile to Rao but after his election he is seeking to 
consolidate his power within the organisation. In the present 
situation, he can become the rallying point for all those 
Congressmen who are opposed to Rao and this may lead to a 
growing gulf between them. 

In the U.P. post-election situation, Kesri has continued to 
advocate Mayawati as a candidate for the Chief Ministership, the 
commitment made by the former President. There is pressure 
from Narasimha Rao and his faction that the United Front musfbe 
pressurised to concede their demand, otherwise support to the 
United Front Government should be withdrawn. But this is not 
something easy to accomplish. Though Deve Gowda has been 
taking a compromising position and yielding to many pressures 
from the Congress(!), there is a limit to the extent that he can go. 
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The Congress(!) is itself not in a strong position with its 
internal quarrels and the reverses it continues to suffer as seen in 
the recent bye-elections. The policies which led to the debacle of 
the Congress(!) both in terms of economic policies and secularism 
have not been changed and the struggle remains within the 
confines of who will control the organisation. There is a proposal 
for the unity of the various Congress(!) groups which have left the 
party. Despite this sentiment, it is not easy to accomplish the 
return of all the Congressmen outside the fold. Those who have a 
mass base like Moopanar will only respond when they feel they 
have a proper role in the new set-up. The main thing is that given 
the bankruptcy of the policies pursued in the past and the depths 
of corruption involving many leaders it will be very difficult to 
revive the Congress(!) within the old framework. 

BJP 
The BJP has faced more setbacks and some of its pretensions 

have been exposed in the recent period. The impression that 
though its platform is communal with the central slogan of 
Hindutva, it is a principled party devoted to the service of the 
people is now shattered. It is ridden with factions everywhere. 
The fight for power and caste considerations are very much 
affecting the BJP. Efforts were made to form the government at 
the Centre where the long-standing ~logans of the BJP were given 
up and compromised. Immediately after they were voted out, 
they again started raising these slogans. Their cooperation with 
Shiv Sena also has developed cracks. In Gujarat, their government 
has fallen and a ministry headed by BJP rebel Vaghela has taken 
office with Congress(!) support. Even in Delhi there is a quarrel 
between the factions headed by former Chief Minister Khurana 
and the present incumbent Sahib Singh Verma. In Uttar Pradesh 
too when they tried to compromising with Mayawati, Kalyan Sing~ 
threatened to go the Vaghela way. But they are still keeping their 
options open. Demoralisation is setting in because after Gujarat 
going from their hands and erosion is taking place in their support 
and the leadership is also getting divided. 
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This is the time to expose their right-reactionary character 
thoroughly. The BJP will constantly seek to divert the discontent 
engendered by the impact of economic policies into communal 
channels utilising its substantial mass base. A campaign must be 
launched in defence of the unity of the country and secularism and 
to expose the opportunist and increasingly corrupt character of 
the Party. 

But while doing so the tendencies among the minorities and 
growth of fundamentalist forces among them, as pointed out in 
the Party Congress resolution, also must be taken note of. Both 
tendencies have to be fought because they supplement and 
complement each other. 

Janata Dai 
Janata Dai is facing a serious situation because the U.P. results 

have exposed its claims. They are no more a force in U.P. In Bihar 
too they have lost four seats out of 10 sitting seats for which by
elections were held. With the Bihar Chief Minister and President 
of the Janata Dai being named in the fodder scam, its prestige has 
gone down. In other states also they are facing problems. In 
Orissa, the elections reveal that they are in serious crisis. And this 
is happening at a time when the United Front Government headed 
by a Janata Dai leader, Deve Gowda, is in office at the Centre. 
They must seriously think and try to understand that merely by 
using the state machinery one cannot maintain one's strength and 
base. They have to frame proper policies and on that basis 
approach the masses so that the discontent which is growing 
against the Congress(!) is not allowed to be utilised by the BJP 
but by the United Front. They also should consult the other 
constituents of the United Front, as equal partners. 

Functioning of The United Front 
We had set up the Steering Committee with the purpose of 

deciding all important political policy matters with a view to 
developing coherence and so that the various constituents of the 
United Front are able to feel that they are part of the Front. We had 
given concrete suggestions about the functioning of the United 
Front three months back. Though initially a good beginning was 
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made, but now it is being completely ignored. One issue which 
came in the way is the Almatti Dam issue. 

Almatti Dam 

There is a dispute between Andhra Pradesh and Kamataka over 
the Almatti dam issue. Both the states agree with the Bachawat 
award whir,h made allocation of water between the states of 
Andhra, Kamataka and Maharashtra. Both the states agree to 
adhere by the Bachwat award. But the problem arose when the 
Karnatakd Government started raising the height of the dam, to 
which the Andhra Pradesh Government objected fearing that it 
will receive lesser amount of water. Water problem has become 
acute and important. A rational solution satisfactory to all sides 
has to be found. The Steering Committee discussed the matter 
and appointed a committee of four Chief Ministers headed by 
Jyoti Basu and the committee sent experts to Kamataka and 
Andhra. At that time some agitation was going on in Karnataka 
and the team was asked to come after the assembly is over. 
Because of this the Steering Committee remained paralysed for 
two months. The last Steering Committee meeting again 
discussed and asked Jyoti Basu to pursue the matter and submit a 
report to the United Front Steering Committee so that a 
satisfactory solution can be found. 

No regular office for the United Front, as we had suggested, has 
been opened. A regular office with a proper secretariat has to be 
there to monitor the work and the decisions taken by the Steering 
Committee. Now even the constituents of the United Front come 
to know of decisions only later. Certain decisions put us in a 
difficult position. Even, in relation to policies, we must emphasise 
those aspects which are commonly agreed and which can have a 
big impact among the people. At the same time, we must differ 
and oppose those policy measures which adversely affect the 
people and the country. 

Reservation for Women 
During the end of the last session of the Lok Sabha, a bill was 

introduced by the government for the reservation of one-third of 
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the seats in the House for women. This Constitutional amendment 
bill was moved as it is a commitment given by all the national 
political parties in their election manifestos and was part of the 
CMP. However, the bill could not be passed in the Lok Sabha as 
there was resistance to the move from within all the bourgeois 
parties. Though our MPs demanded adoption of the bill without a 
debate, two days of discussion took place and various efforts were 
made to sabotage the bill or delay it. The question of OBC 
reservation within the women's reservation was raised and so also 
the question of reservation in the Rajya Sabha. A number of MPs 
belonging to the Janata Dai, Congress(!), BJP and other U.F. 
partners were absent and there would have been not sufficient 
quorum for adopting a Constitutional amendment. Finally, the bill 
has been referred to a Joint Selec~ Committee. There is every 
possibility of efforts to sabotage the bill to see that it is not taken 
up and adopted in the Winter Session of Parliament. The Left 
parties must take the lead to see that the bill is adopted and 
support the demand of the women's organisations that no changes 
be made in the present bill. 

Parliament Session 

Our Parliamentary group has to be conscious of the fact that we 
cannot work as of there is a normal five-year term. We should take 
up those aspects of the Common Minimum Programme and press 
for their implementation which can enhance the prestige of the 
United Front. The Lok Pal Bill, central legislation for agricultural 
labour, reservation for women, electoral reforms, more powers 
to the states to tackle the problem of poverty and unemployment 
are issues that have to be taken up immediately. At the same time, 
we must categorically assert our views and oppose all such 
measures which undermine economic sovereignty, self-reliance 
and which affect the interests of the working people. 

Position of Left 

As far as the Left is concerned, the recent bye-elections ·show 
that it has consolidated its influence and made some gains as seen 
in the recent bye-elections. In Kerala. the Left has succeeded in 
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winning both the seats in the assembly bye-elections with higher 
margins. In Tripura, in spite of the difficult situation, the Party has 
won both the seats. In the working of the Left parties together 
more coherence is reqmred as the CPI's opportunist positions on 
some issues when they rally behind bourgeois parties .create 
problems. The Left parties have decided to formulate their 
positions on the economic policies being pursued by the United 
Front Government so that a campaign can be launched against the 
negative aspects and to press for the implementation of those 
aspects of the CMP which concern the interests of the working 
people. 

Tasks Before the Party 
1bere is no doubt that the important task of fighting communal

ism remains and will continue to remain one of the mam tasks till 
we are able to bring some change in the correlation of forces and 
in this respect isolation of the BJP and forging cooperation with 
other secular forces will remain on the agenda. Secondly, the old 
economic policies being pursued are throwing more burdens on 
the people and providing more facilities to the foreign monopoly 
houses to make inroads in all spheres of our economic life. Unless 
we put a stiff resistance against them, we will be only tailing 
behind the bourgeois parties. It is necessary to build up the 
broadest resistance to economic policies so that the communal 
forces are not able to utilise the discontent created for reactionary 
purposes. We will be able to make use of this situation by 
strengthening the Left and democratic forces. The last Central 
Committee had warned of the nature of the United Front. Both 
unity and struggle has to be pursued within the United Front. But 
that we can successfully do provided we are seen as not only 
defenders of national unity and secularism but true to the cause ~f 
the working class and the toiling millions in defence of their 
economic and social and political rights. In this respect no 
opportunity should be left to be made use of by us to bring in other 
parties into the struggle. 

The initiative should come from the Left in leading the 
struggles of various sections of the toiling masses. In the Common 
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Minimum Programme, mention is there of land reforms. But other 
constituents of the Front are not serious about this. We should 
urgently take up this question and organise struggles. On 
economic policies, we have openly come out against several 
decisions of the government. In the telecom and postal and other 
Central Government employees strike, we have openly come out 
in support. It is necessary for us to popularise on the one hand the 
programmes of the Left Front Governments which demarcate 
from the other governments led by the United Front constituents. 
At the same time, we have to strengthen Left unity, assure 
effective functioning of the Left coordination committee as well 
as extend full support to the Platform of Mass Organisations and 
the trade union coordination committee in their campaigns and 
struggles. 

For this, the independent political activities of the Party and its 
launching mass struggles are of vital importance. On all important 
political questions, the Party must project its political views 
independently and on issues affecting the people conduct struggles. 
In the coming days, the Party must launch mass campaigns and 
struggles on the following issues of the people: ( 1) Demand for 
strengthening the public distribution system as a measure against 
continuous price-rise of essential commodities; (2) adoption of 
Central legislation for agricultural labour; (3) implementation of 
land reforms by plugging loopholes; (4) opening of closed 
industrial units and against privatisation of the public sector; 
(5) recognition of trade unions through secret ballot; (6) fight 
against the growing atrocities and oppression of women; and 
(7) fight against corruption at all levels and punishing those guilty. 

While making all efforts for building united movements along 
with the Left, our Party should take initiative in independently 
mobilising the people on the urgent issues of the toiling people to 
effectively intervene in the political situation prevailing today. 



On Rectification Campaign* 

Adopted by The Central Committee of The CPl(M) In Its 
Meeting Held in New Delhi on October 29-31, 1996 

I 

The 15th Congress of the Party while assessing the state of the 
organisation had noted that in the recent period the Party had to 
face the situation arising out of the dismantling of the Soviet Union 
and the reverses suffered by the socialist system. In the face of 
this severe offensive against Marxism and Socialism, the Party 
ranks had been able to a considerable extent successfully face these 
attacks on the basis of the ideological positions adopted at the 
14th Congress and ·by firmly adhering to the Party's stand of 
independently applying Marxism-Leninism to Indian conditions. 
The growing political intervention of the Party and Left forces m 
national politics has created conditions for the advance of the 
Party. However, at the same time, the Party Congress had noted 
various political-ideological and organisational shortcomings and 
the failure to tackle them promptly and with sufficient seriousness. 

The 15th Congress gave a call for a rectification campaign to 
overcome the shortcomings and defects affecting the Party at 
different levels. This task has assumed urgency given the 
accumulation of problems and some alien trends getting entrenched 
within the Party over a period of time. Any further delay in tackling 
these problems will hamper the advance of the Party and erode its 
revolutionary character. 

The Central Committee after discussing the scope of the 
rectification campaign has underlined its importance as part of 

*Circulated to State Committees of The CPl(M) by The Central Committee for 
circulation up to the level to be decided by The State Committees. 
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our ongoing efforts to strengthen and rejuvenate the revolutionary 
character of the Party. This is the spirit in which the campaign has 
to be undertaken-to pinpoint the weaknesses and deviations and 
to rectify them for the wider aim of moulding the Party as an 
effective instrument of the working class and for strengthening 
the unity of the Party. Care should be taken to see that this is the 
direction of the campaign and it should not be used for mud
slinging or for settling scores within the Party. 

Both the 14th Congress Report on Organisation and the 15th 
Congress Orgamsauonal Review have pinpointed the various evils 
which have crept mto the style of functioning withm the Party and 
the wrong trends among certain sections of the cadres. Based on 
the reports adopted in these two Congresses which have identified 
various maladies afflicting the Party, we are h1ghlightmg some of 
the immediate issues to be taken up for rectification. 

In India where the peasantry and the petty-bourgeoisie 
sections are a predominant part of society and the Party works 
in a bourgeois and semi-feudal environment, the alien class 
values and habits constantly penetrate the Party. Combating 
these corrosive influences within the Party is a continuous 
process. 

The necessity and scope for a rectification campaign can be 
properly understood only in the light of the experiences gathered 
in the recent period which have been elaborated in the last two 
Congresses. 

(i) The period since 1989 saw major setbacks to the international 
Communist movement and the socialist system. This led to serious 
questioning of the ideology of Marxism-Leninism and a renewed 
offensive of bourgeois ideology. In such a situation some adverse 
effects on our Party ranks and morale was inescapable. 

(ii) Domestically, the current thrust of a stepped up liberalisation 
of the economy has its direct effects on society. The global 
offensive of capitalism and the favourable conditions for capitalist 
growth have led to the spread of new bourgeois values. The 
stimulus of free market policies has led to increasing consumerism 
and bourgeois egoistic values being disseminated by the 
mass media. 
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(iii) In the background of the setbacks to Socialism there has 
been a spurt in the growth of reactionary, sectarian, chauvinist and 
fundamentalist forces. India too has seen the rise of the reactionary 
communal forces. There is also the growing fragmentation based 
on caste identities. Such an atmosphere is inimical to progressive 
and scientific ideas. 

(iv) The protracted nature of the struggle for change in the 
correlation of class forces and the difficulties encountered in this 
basic task along with the slow and uneven growth of the Communist 
movement at the all-India level creates the conditions for an attitude 
of adjusting within the existing bourgeois order and succumbing 
to its values. A large number of entrants into the Party have been 
reared in the daily activities of the Party and mass organisations 
without acquiring the basic understanding of the Party and its 
programmatic objectives. This leads to all sorts of petty-bourgeois 
trends emerging within the Party. 

(v) For the past two decades, since 1977, the situation 
necessitated a tactical line of alliances with bourgeois parties 
particularly electoral alliances. This has led to the possibilities for 
the penetration of the bourgeois sty le of functioning into our Party. 
Our cadres can get influenced by the type of money power and 
other bourgeois practices followed by these parties. This can act 
as a corroding influence on our cadres. 

(vi) As the Organisational Reports of the two Party Congresses 
reveal, the bulk of the Party members have joined the Party in the 
last one decade and are therefore relatively new members. In 
addition the older members need to be constantly re-educated. The 
weakness in our capacity to provide ideological-political training 
results in a low level of political consciousness. There is also the 
inactivity of a large number of Party branches and defective 
functioning in the mass organisations. . 

These above circumstances provide the grounds for penetration 
of alien class values within the Party. The l 4th Congress had on 
the basis of the replies to the questionnaire provided by the State 
Committees highlighted some of the problems as follows: 

(a) the reformist trend of parliamentarism and electoral 
opportunism; 
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(b) erosion or lack of Communist consciousness which leads 
to Party cadres succumbmg to social pressures and indulging 
in non-Communist behaviour such as obscurantism or caste 
practices. 

( c) mstances of conuptlon generated by the corrosive influence 
of bourgeois society. 

To elaborate further, the 14th Congress Organisation Report 
pomted out: 

"All the State Committees have reported examples of serious 
lapses or aberrant behaviour by certam comrades and also instances 
of disciplmary act10n. Firstly, the corrosion of Communist 
standards comes from the corrupting influences in bourgeois 
society. There have been some cases of conuption which have 
resulted in expulsions. Though these are still on a small scale it 
sounds a warning. Careerist trends have developed among some 
cadres and functionaries in the Party organisation and trade unions. 
Secondly, there are cases of succumbmg to social pressures to 
indulge in non-Communist behaviour or in obscurantist or caste 
practices. The last named is more widespread in the Hindi-speaking 
areas. The Party has not been taking seriously enough the task of 
remouldmg the outlook of cadres and members in combating the 
social practices ahen to Communists. When such lapses occur in 
the ranks of the leadership, the prestige and credibility of the Party 
gets affected. In the prevailing atmosphere of rank corruption, 
moral decay and come back of backward looking ideologies, the 
Party Committees must consciously struggle against such trends 
and check them in time. 

"Another deviation spreading in the Party is parliamentarism 
and the crass opportunism connected with it. It is a common 
occurrence even in the weakest states or Party Committees to 
make exaggerated claims about fighting elections, bickerings 
over candidates and choice of seats. The corrosion of 
Communist consciousness is seen also in states where we have 
our governments. Hankering for posts in elected bodies such 
as Municipalities, Zilla Parishads or the assembly leads to 
groupism. Individual ego and vested interest vitiate collective 
functioning." 
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Combating these wrong trends and vices in the Party must be 
taken up in the concrete situation in which our Party organisation 
is placed. The t 5th Congress of the Party explained these 
circumstances as follows: 

"The majority of the Party members have been recruited during 
the last decade. Though we have made some attempts to educate 
the Party members and to raise their political organisational 
consciousness they are not sufficient to meet the situation. There 
is also need to re-educate the old Party members. The education 
of the new entrants to the Party and the re-education of the old 
comrades should be a continuous process. Political education is 
not confined to political classes alone. It includes self-study, 
participation in discussions, attending general body meetings and 
public meetings, participation in campaigns, struggles, and political 
propaganda etc. The organisational review report of the state 
conferences reveal that a considerable percentage of the Party 
members are not attending Party branches regularly or getting 
involved in Party activities constantly and 50 percentage of the 
branches etc. are not functioning properly. The lower level of 
political organisational consciousness of the Party members, the 
existence of a considerable number of inactive Party members, 
the defective functioning of a large number of Party branches etc. 
are restricting the Party's attempts at expansion. This state of affairs 
is also responsible for making the Party members vulnerable to 
bourgeois ideological influences. These are also reasons for 
bourgeois organisational practices like factionalism, individualism, 
caree~ism, corruption, parliamentary opportunism and wrong style 
of work creeping into the Party." 

When a large section of the Party members are inactive and 
their political-ideological level not developed, it enables wrong 
trends in the leadership to develop and persist. A conscious ~nd 
active Party membership would help in checking these tendencies. 

II 

To eliminate the wrong trends and to rectify the erroneou~ ~tyle 
of functioning requires a three-pronged approach of pohtical, 
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ideological and organisational rectification. This rectification 
campaign should focus on: 

Combating Parliamentarism 
Eliminating the disease of parliamentarism and electoral 

opportunism is a central task. Much of the factional infighting 
stems from the hankering for elected positions like MLAs, local 
bodies chairman and panchayat positions. The recent election 
review conducted by the two highest state committees of 
West Bengal and Kerala have both pomted to this harmful trend 
mamfestmg itself in the Party. 

The bane of parliamentarism should not be seen merely as a 
deviation among individual leaders and cadres for holding elected 
positions and power. It is a totally reformist outlook that confines 
the Party's activities to electoral work and the illusion that the 
Party's advance can be ensured solely through fighting elections. 
Neglecting the work of organising the mass movements, launching 
struggles and building the Party is a result of this parliamentary 
outlook. 

Developing class and mass struggles and through them the 
bmlding of the mass organisations is the key to the expanding of 
the Party's influence and for building a revolutionary mass Party. 
Primacy should be given to building Party organisation, combining 
parliamentary and extra-parliamentary work to strengthen the mass 
movement and the Party's influence. 

It must be concretely discussed in the State Committees why 
the work of the Party and mass organisations has not expanded or 
influence grown in constituencies/areas where the Party has been 
fighting elections over a long period and where our candidates 
have been elected also. The reformist style of work of our 
committees/cadres in this regard must be pinpointed and corrected. 

Effectively using elected representatives like MLAs/MPs for 
work outside the legislatures in agitation/propaganda and support 
to the mass movements must be ensured. Very often our elected 
representatives are not being properly utilised for this work. At 
the same time the trend has developed in some places of MLAs 
and other elected functionaries refusing to work within the Party 
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norms and individually functioning according to their electoral 
perceptions. In many of the weaker states, Party MLAs resist the 
amount of levy fixed and try to get it reduced. In some cases there 
have been outright refusal to pay the levy fixed by the State 
Committee. This cannot be tolerated. As per the Party Constitution 
all salaries and allowances of legislators are to be considered Party 
money and the levy must be fixed in such a manner as to ensure 
that this norm is implemented organisationally. 

The Central Committee before the Lok Sabha Elections had 
discussed the question of limitatioi:i of terms for elected 
functionaries. It had suggested two terms generally as the norm 
for MPs/MLAs etc. The impact of parliamentarism leads to some 
leading cadres wishing to remain elected representatives in public 
bodies for ever. Vested interest develops in this process. The work 
of building the Party and mass organisations is sacrificed due to 
this electoral preoccupations. Two or three-term limitation must 
be taken up for implementation at different levels from the 
panchayat to parliament in future. 

Restoring and Strengthening Democratic Centralism 
There has been a disturbing growth of unhealthy trends such as 

factionalism, careerism, individualism and general absence of 
collective functioning at various levels. Apart from the problems 
created by hankering for elected legislative positions, there is also 
the factionalism and groupism associated with the efforts to capture 
key positions in Party committees. This is seen as a source f~r 
exercising power. The growth of careerism reflects this trend. It is 
to be asserted firmly and the Party members made conscious that 
canvassing for an individual or group is not allowed in the Party 
and is against the Party Constitution. 

The erosion of the norms of collective functioning and of 
keeping the Party's interests as supreme above that of individual 
interests is seen by the growing incidents of leakage of inner-Part.Y 
discussion in leading committees to the bourgeois Press. There 15 

a liberal attitude towards such leakages made for factional 
. t 

purposes. The 15th Congress had called for strict action agams 
those who indulge in such anti-Party activities. 
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The rectification required to check the problems of factionalism 
and individualism must start from the top and the leading 
committees. The hesitation to take action against leaders who are 
responsible for such ahen tendencies must be given up. 

Maintaining Communist Norms 
Cases of corruption among Party functionaries at any level, even 

though they are few, must be taken seriously. If there are any 
allegations they should be properly investigated without delay, in 
an impartial manner and action taken wherever the charges are 
found valid. This is especially necessary m states where we run 
governments and also where there are a substantial number of 
functionaries/Party cadres holding official/administrative positions. 

A pohtical ideological campaign within the Party is essential to 
make the Party cadres conscious that the maintenance of minimum 
norms r~quires the highest standards of integrity and probity while 
dealing with public funds and not indulging in any malpractices. 

In the case of Party functionaries and those in the leadership of 
mass organisations there should be check up of use of Party and 
mass organisation funds. This requires proper maintenance of 
accounts and the supervision by the finance sub-committees as 
prescribed in the rules under the Constitution. The Communist 
tradition of viewing Party money as sacrosanct and to be used 
sparingly is getting eroded and there are a number of cases of 
leading cadres themselves spending Party money in a manner 
which encourages wasteful expenditure. The Party leadership 
should set an example by adopting a simple life style and in the 
careful use of Party money and resources. 

The Communist Party has a good tradition of collecting money 
for the Party from the working people. It is the duty of all Party 
members to collect money from the people for the Party. However, 
in the recent years a trend has emerged in some places to collect 
larger amounts from select individuals instead of relying on mass 
collections. The correct approach of mass collections with small 
amounts collected from a large number of people must be stressed. 
Here the recent experience of Kerala must be cited where at the 
call of the state committee for a one day's mass collection for 
setting up the new edition at Kottayam of the daily Deshabhimani 
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the entire Party went amongst the people and coJJected the 
impressive sum of Rs. 70 lakhs. 

In recent years, there has also been a tendency for lavish 
expenditure at the time of Party conferences and mass organisation 
conferences in certain states and all India conferences. Havmg 
huge feasts with more and more dishes and extravagant display 1s 
considered a matter of prestige for the orgamsat10n. The holding 
of conferences and other activities should show the difference 
between the Communists and other parties. 

As our Party's influence has grown in certain states and at the 
all India level we must stress the need to adopt Communist norms 
of behaviour. This is all the more necessary in a situation where 
with the era of liberalisation, there is heightened activity by the 
big capitalists and private sector companies for policies favourable 
for them and to lobby for their special interests. Earlier there was 
a covert link with the bureaucracy and the politicians; now with 
liberalisation this has become respectable and open. Bourgeois 
politicians and bureaucrats act as lobbyists and agents for big 
business and their vested interests. It is important that our Party 
leaders and elected representatives have guidelines for themselves 
in this matter. Attached to this report are a set of guidelines to be 
observed. 

Adherence to Progressive Values 
The Communists had played a pioneering role as the foremost 

fighters against all forms of social oppression and evils. Caste 
practices like untouchability and exclusion from social activ1ues 
were fought by the Communists in the earlier days. Fight against 
obscurantist practices which trampled upon the dignity of scheduled 
castes or women were also opposed firmly. 

Now with the growth of communal and caste ideologies it is all 
the more necessary that the Communists be in the forefront in t~e 
fight against social evils and customs. Here a major struggle 15 

required against the casteism and there should be systematic anti· 
caste propaganda among the people. For this there should be 
conscious efforts to educate the Party members against caste 
feelings. Very often we go by the preconceived notion that by 
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becoming members of the Communist Party there is automatic 
growth of class consciousness while in reality a number of Party 
members are imbued with caste feelings. It is not enough to make 
general statements against caste practices. In the Party Committees 
up to the local committee any leading cadre found guilty of 
practising caste discrimination or exclusion must be proceeded 
against. For instance, it cannot be in any way accepted that in a 
Party leader's house lower caste people are not allowed to eat or 
socially mix. Party members particularly in the Hindi-speaking 
states must be educated and motivated to oppose various forms of 
caste discrimination. and oppression such as not allowing a 
scheduled caste person to sit on the same charpoy, drawing water 
from wells, prohibition of use of streets within the village or town 
for the scheduled castes etc. All these have to be taken up and 
fought by the Party and the mass movements with the Party 
members taking the lead. Absence of such initiative makes our 
anti-caste posture simply homilies as done by other bourgeois 
parties. 

The 14th Congress had already pointed out how 
some Party members succumb to social and religious 
practices alien to Communist standards within the family and the 
community on questions such as dowry taking, inter-caste 
marriages, child marriage, equal status to girl child etc. The 
tendency is to go alongwith family or community pressures 
rather than have a firm and principled stand behaving a 
Communist. 

The failure to draw in women belonging to the families of the 
Party members into political activities and raising their political 
consciousness was noted in the 196 7 Tasks on Party Organisation. 
Subsequent experience shows it is necessary to educate male Party 
members themselves about the attitude to women as male 
chauvinist attitudes prevail amongst them. Some cases of wife
beating and refusal to provide equal status to women within the 
family and outside are instances of this outlook. Changing the 
outlook of male Party members in this respect must be taken up in 
the same way as caste, religious prejudices and other feudal 
customs are to be combated. 
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The Party has been repeatedly emphasising the necessity of 
drawing women into the Party and for creating conditions for their 
entry in mass organisations and Party committees. Equal status 
for women in society and political work must be actively 
championed by Communists. 

The leadership has to set the example in observing Communist 
standards. There has to be a sustained campaign by the Party and 
the Democratic movement against all forms of caste and religious 
chauvinism, superstitious practices and religious fundamentalism. 
While developing the class struggle in the concrete conditions 
where semi-feudal ideologies hold sway, it is necessary to nurture 
such a democratic and socially progressive atmosphere to aid the 
advance of the oppressed sections who are the worst victims of 
this order. 

Party Education 
An important part of the political-ideological remoulding of our 

cadres is through Party education. Party education is required for 
re-educating the leaders/cadres and for training the new entrants. 
This is part of the ideological work necessary to raise the political 
consciousness of the Party members at all levels. The J 4th Congress 
had highlighted the need for ideological struggle which has been 
reiterated in the 15th Congress. 

"In the present situation in the country, this ideological battle, 
education and propaganda acquires special importance. We will 
be able to fight the bankrupt policies of the Congress(!) and the 
communal platform of the BJP and defend the unity of the country, 
only if along with building up mass struggles, we simultaneously 
wage a sustained political-ideological struggle against ruling class 
ideologies. To the list enumerated above we have to add the 
pernicious theories of Hindu Rashtra, pseudo-secularism, linguistic 
chauvinism, the new fashionable theories of abandoning self· 
reliance and integrating with the global capitalist economy; the 
new anti-Marxist and anti-socialist propaganda generated by the 
setbacks to world Socialism. The battle to win the minds of the 
people who gather around us in mass struggles becomes of 
paramount importance. Neglect of this work will reduce our work 
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to economism within our basic classes and the masses in general." 
(14th Congress, Report on Organisation) 

While we are yet to undertake updating of the Party programme, 
1t must be emphasised that the basic content of the programme 
with regard to the class analysis, stage of the revolution and the 
goal of people's democrattc revolution continues to be the bedrock 
of our strategy. This should not be in any way be lost sight of 
while conducting Party education. An important aspect of Party 
education and the political work should be to inculcate the basic 
understanding of the Party and its programmatic objectives and 
linking this up with the immediate issues/tactics bemg taken up 
by the Party. Failure to establish this leads to a low level of political 
understanding and the tendency to be swept away by the slogan of 
bourgeois parties. 

In the present situation, it is important to umfy the Party 
politically and tdeologically. At the present juncture, as far as the 
political line is concerned, the independent role of the Party in the 
political and ideological sphere, the systematic carrying on of 
Commumst propaganda and the development of mass movements 
to act1vise the Party must be stressed. This is particularly important 
m a situation where we have expanded united activities with 
bourgeois parties. Ideologically, the cause identified for the 
setbacks to Socialism in the ideological resolution of the 14th 
Congress of the Party and the creative application of Marxism
Lenmism m the concrete conditions of Indian society must be the 
basis for educating the Party. 

It is necessary to conduct Party schools on a systematic and 
regular basis. While having such schooling proper attention should 
be paid to the content of the school and the method of education. 
It is not enough to have lectures by Party leading cadres on various 
subjects. A method has to be devised whereby the participants in 
schools study relevant material on the subject and then spend more 
time in mutual discussions to clarify their understanding and the 
teachers help in the process by initiating the class and summing 
up the discussions. The experience of conducting schools so far 
show that while some schools are being held at the Central, State 
and district level, Party education is not reaching the ordinary Party 
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members. Steps have to be taken so that classes are organised for 
the entire Party membership. 

III 

Immediate Organisational Measures Linked to Rectification 
It will not be within the purview of this campaign to deal with 

all the organisational problems at different levels wtthm the Party. 
It is of course true that there are many long-standing organisational 
problems which have accumulated in different states. These must 
be discussed, sorted out and solutions found by respective Party 
committees as part of their regular organisational work. However, 
it will be necessary to take up some of the acute problems which 
are relevant to the rectification campaign immediately. There is a 
direct link between the failure to adhere to some of the basic 
organisational norms and the growing problems of factionalism, 
individualism and other violations of democratic centralism. For 
instance it will be difficult to upgrade the level of political 
consciousness of the Party members unless the minimum standards 
for recruitment of membership are observed. Adherence to the 
norms of recruitment of membership and their annual scrutiny is 
also to be stressed as instances of enrolling members and inflating 
their numbers for factional purposes have come to light. Keeping 
the immediate requirements of the rectification campaign in mind 
we suggest certain immediate and essential tasks to be taken up at 
the organisational level if the rectification campaign is to be 
successful: 

(i) The norms for recruitment of Party members as laid down 
in the Constitution must be strictly followed while due attention 
should be paid for expanding Party membership. Based on the 
experience in the recent period,· the two Party Congress reports 
have noted the erosion in the standards of Party membership and 
the low level of political-organisational consciousness. Firsdy, the 
process of recruitment of Party members through the process of 
mass organisation activities-formation of auxiliary groups
recruitment as candidate members-after one year's training and 
education making them fit for full Party membership-must be 
implemented. 
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(ii) In the case of renewals, Party members activities in the 
light of the minimum duties set out under the Party Constitution 
(article XI) must be scrutinised and made the basis for renewals. 

(iit) Without activising the branches, the primary unit of the 
Party, the improvement and rectification sought cannot be achieved. 
Only when Party members are active politically and organisationally 
can the principles of democratic centralism come into play. The 
guidelines given in the 14th Congress for an annual report on Party 
branch activities and check up of the same by the state committees 
must be implemented. We must msist that all Party members work 
in some mass organisation or the other. 

(iv) The CPl(M) is a Party of the working class. The revolutionary 
character of the Party can be strengthened only if the class 
composition is improved. Expanding recruitment from the working 
class and other basic classes and promoting and eqmpping cadres 
from them ideologically is one of the basic tasks to be continuously 
taken up and implemented. 

(v) One of the immediate tasks is to combat bureaucratic 
tendencies among leading cadres which has been nailed down in 
the 14th Congress report. This is a trend alien to democratic 
centralism and inner-Party democracy. Intolerance leads to 
criticism and differing views being suppressed. Criticism and self
critici sm is to be practised in Party committees to check 
bureaucratic behaviour and at the same time ensure check-up and 
improvement of individual work and responsibilities. 

(vi) Factional activities in any form including canvassing for 
individuals or groups in Party Committees or in conferences are 
against basic norms of' democratic centralism and must be 
prohibited. Party members must be made conscious that this is 
against the norms of democratic centralism. Factional 
considerations often leads to liberalism in dealing with wrong 
trends among comrades. 

(vii) The 14th Congress review of organisation had called for 
change in the approach to wholetimers who are in some cases 
treated as paid employees and not as political organisational 
leaders. Whtie developing their political organisational abilities it 
is also essential to see that wholetimers are paid wages which are 
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necessary for a minimum level of livelihood for thetr families. 
Not doing so creates conditions for unhealthy trends and blocking 
the possibility of cadres from the basic classes becom1ng 
wholetimers. 

(viii) An important area where rectification is reqmred 1s the 
approach and style of functioning of Party members in mass 
organisations. Democratic functioning and maintaining the 
independent character of the mass organisation has to be fostered. 
The direction given in the Central Committee resolution on Mass 
Organisations ( 1980) must be implemented. 

IV 

Nine Points For Rectification 
To sum up, the following concrete steps have to be taken dunng 

the rectification campaign: 
(i) Countering parliamentarism and electoral opportunism. 

Educate the cadres at all levels on the correct approach of a Marxist
Leninist Party of combining parlimentary and extra parliamentary 
activities with the aim of strengthening mass movement and the 
class struggle. End the neglect of Party building by exclusive 
reliance and emphasis only on electoral activities enforce the 
principle of limitation of terms for elected functionaries at different 
levels confinmg it to two-three terms. Exemption will be given in 
only special cases with the approval of the state committee m the 
case of legislative assemblies and the Central Committee in the 
case of parliament. District committees similarly will have power 
to exemption for lower level elected positions. 

(ii) Strictly implement the guidelines set out for elected 
representative/leading Party functionaries which is spelt out in the 
annexure. 

(iii) Educate the Party members to conform to Communist 
norms and eschew all social, caste and religious practices which 
are alien to it. Take firm positions to oppose and mobihse pe<?~le 
against untouchability, caste discrimination and other social evtls 
such as dowry, oppression of women and against discriminatory 
practices. 
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(iv) Take disciplinary action against proved cases of corruption 
among Party cadres. Educate the Party cadres about proper 
utilisation of Party funds and mass organisation money; there 
should be proper maintenance of account and auditing of the same. 
All money collected for the Party should be accounted for. 

(v) There should be regular criticism and self-criticism in the 
Party Committees about bureaucratic behaviour of leading cadres 
and also any careerist tendencies developing. An atmosphere of 
having free and frank discussions must be created. Eschew all forms 
of factional activities. Take action in case of persistent violation 
in this regard. 

(vi) Tighten up recruitment of Party members, ensure proper 
scrutiny at renewals to check up if Party members are fulfilling 
minimum tasks, activise branches. Ensure participation of members 
in Party activities. 

(vii) Insist on Party members working in a mass organiation as 
a basic duty. Educate Party members on democratic functioning 
of mass organisations. 

(viii) Organise systematic Party education to cover all Party 
members. Organise syllabus and method of classes keeping in mind 
level of consciousness and to facilitate more discussions by 
participants. 

(ix) For the political-ideological work of the Party, the Party 
papers are a crucial weapon. We must ensure that all Party members 
must read and subscribe to the Party papers. In the case of daily 
newspapers those with sufficient income will have to subscribe to 
the paper as one of the minimum duties. 

v 

Procedure for Rectification Campaign 
The rectification campaign to implement the above tasks must 

be conducted in a fixed time-frame. The Central Committee 
document provides the framework and guidelines for the campaign 
and the following must be done: 

(i) The Central Committee resolution on rectification must be 
reported at all levels in the Party through meetings of the 
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committees and general body meetings. The state committee must 
undertake the work of translating and circulating the document up 
to the level which it will decide. 

(ii) In the next two months, December 1996 and January 1997, 
Polit Bureau will sit with State Secretariats which will prepare a 
document to implement the Central Committee resolution on 
rectification. The State Committees will then meet to discuss the 
rectification campaign. One part of the meeting will be devoted 
to the reporting of the document and in the second part the state 
committee will discuss and adopt the document prepared by the 
secretariat concretising the tasks for the campaign based on the 
specific conditions and experience of the state. 

(iii) The state committee decisions for the campaign will then 
be reported along with the Central Committee document by the 
state secretariat members in the district committees. The district 
committees will have a reporting meeting session and a session 
devoted to discussion and implementing the tasks prepared by the 
District Secretariat with the help of the P.C. Secretariat. The district 
committee then will take the campaign to the lower levels and the 
whole process must be taken down to the branch level. 

(iv) This whole process must be und~rtaken in a time frame of 
six months so that the whole campaign can be conducted and 
completed by the end of June, 1997. 

This rectification campaign now being initiated is only the 
beginning. The process of rectification and combating of bourgeois 
and petty-bourgeois influences is a continuous and ongoing 
process. 

Guidelines For Conduct of Leading Party Functionaries and 
For Elected Representatives 

(MPs/MLAs/Local Bodies Chairman etc.) 

1. Our Party functionaries both in legislatures and outside 
(including trade unions and mass organisations) should not 
accept any hospitality provided by companies and private 
lobbies. This will include dinners/lunches, expensive gifts, 
hotel stay, or discounts in prices for buying costly gifts. 
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2. Party functionaries who receive official gifts from fraternal 
parties/organisations which are of a costly nature should 
deposit such items with the Party. Procedure should be 
devised as to what is to be done with these gifts. 

3. Leading Party functionaries/elected representatives should 
adopt a simple hfe style. They should not host lavish 
weddings for their family members/relatives and refrain 
from takmg dowry. They should not organise religious 
ceremonies or personally conduct rehg1ous rituals. 

4. Paymet of levy fixed by the Party on salaries and 
allowances of elected representatives must be paid 
promptly and regularly. Party's leading cadres must set an 
example in this regard. 

5. In dealing with Party money, mass organisation funds or 
public funds, leading funct10nanes must maintain proper 
accounts and account for all receipts and payments. Official 
cars and other fac1ht1es should not be misused for family 
members and friends. 



On Tragic Air Accident* 

Statement Dated November 13, 1996 
Issued by The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses its deep sorrow and 
grief at the loss of lives in the collision between two aircraft of 
the Saudi and Kazakh airlines near Delhi, on November 12. It 1s 
indeed tragic that such an accident should have occurred claimmg 
more than 350 lives of which the overwhelming majority are 
Indians. The Polit Bureau conveys its deep sympathy to all those 
who lost their family members in this terrible accident. 

The United Front Government has ordered a judicial enquiry 
into the accident. It is hoped that this enquiry will be expeditiously 
carried out and the cause of the accident identified so that any 
such recurrence in Indian airspace can be averted. 

*Published in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, November 17, 1996 



CPI(M) Urges Adequate Relief in 
Andhra Pradesh * 
Statement Issued by The Polit Bureau to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M} expresses its deep anguish and 
grief at the colossal loss of life, destruction of property and standing 
crops in Andhra Pradesh. The damage wreaked by this cyclone 
comes closely on the heels of the earlier one which had also caused 
large-scale destruction and loss of life. It is truly a calamity of 
national proportions. 

Responding to this colossal damage, the Steering Committee of 
the United Front at its meeting on November 8, had asked its 
constituent parties to contribute to the Prime Minister's Andhra 
Cyclone Relief Fund. The CPl(M) had already announced an initial 
contribution of Rs. 1 lakh at the meeting. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) calls upon all the political 
parties, trade unions, mass organisations and the people in general 
to come forward and contribute generously to this fund so that 
adequate relief can be provided to the people of Andhra Pradesh. 

*Pubhshcd 1n "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, November 17, 1996. 



CPl(M) Opposes Privatisation of 
Water Supply* 

Statement Dated November 19, 1996 
Issued by The Polit Bureau to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses its opposition to the 
proposal mooted by the Minister of State for Urban Affairs and 
Employment Shri Venkateswarlu for privatisation of water supply 
in the cities. 

The minister has announced that he would convene a meeting 
of state government ministers in January to discuss the proposal 
of privatisation of water supply as it is a state subject. 
. The CPI(M) strongly objects to this major policy statement made 

by the minister. It must be noted that the United Front has in its 
Common Minimum Programme stated that "Although drinking 
water, primary health care and housing are subjects which fall under 
the purview of the state governments, the Central Government also 
bears a responsibility to ensure that these basi~ human needs of 
every citizen are satisfied". In total contradiction to this, the 
minister impressed by the privatisation of water supply in Britain 
wants to abandon the elementary responsibility of the State to 
provide safe drinking water to the citizens in the urban areas. 

The Polit Bureau calls upon the Prime Minister and the Cabinet 
to ensure that such policy initiatives contrary to the U.F. programme 
are avoided in future. 

*Published in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, November24, 1996. 



~ 
CPl(M) Condoles Train Blast Victims* 

Statement Dated December 3, 1996 
Issued by The Polit Bureau to Press 

The Polit Bureau strongly condemns the dastardly act of exploding 
a bomb in a coach of the Jammu bound Jhelum Express, leading 
to the death of 12 and injuring 34 passengers. The CPI(M) demands 
of the government the speedy arrest of the culprits involved and to 
take strong action against them. The CPl(M) also demands that 
effective preventive measures be undertaken on the railways, to 
prevent the recurrence of such murderous acts. The CPl(M) extends 
its deep condolences to the relatives of those who died, and wishes 
speedy recovery of those who have been injured in the blast. 

*Published m "PEOPLES DEMOCRACY". New Delhi, December 8, 1996. 



CPl(M)'s Greetings to Communist 
Ref oundation Party, Italy* 

On behalf of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of 
India (Marxist), I convey our fraternal Communist greetings to 
the Third National Congress of the Communist Refoundat1on 
Party of Italy. 

Your Congress is being held at a very crucial moment in the 
world as modem civilization prepares to enter the next 
millennium. 

We note that the Third Congress of your Party will discuss 
issues of great importance to the rest of the international 
Communist movement at the present juncture, and the onentation 
of the Communist Refoundation Party towards advancmg the 
Italian people's struggle for Socialism. 

This Congress is also being held at a very crucial juncture m 
Italian politics. We have noted with great satisfaction that in the 
last elections the right-wing forces were defeated, and it gives us 
great gratification to note the role played by the Communist 
Refoundation Party particularly in forging the electoral 
agreement between different forces and parties ranged against 
the right-wing forces. At a time when the ideologies of imperia
lism are busy churning out illusory theories on the death of 
communism, it is heartening to note that the popular support 
of your Party has grown significantly from 5.9 per cent to 
8.6 per cent. 

Apart from this success, the presence of your Party in the 
governments in six regions and hundreds of municipalities only 
confirms the significance of the Communist Party in Italy. In fact 

*Published m PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delht, December 8, 1996. 
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these recent successes have resoundingly vindicated the decisions 
of your Second Congress which set out with determination to 
demonstrate the continued relevance in Italy of a Communist 
Party after the unfortunate dissolution of the historic Communist 
Party of Italy (P.C I.). These are a source of inspiration to 
Commumsts all over the world. 

Dear Comrades, the s1m1larities between the political 
conditions of our countnes are indeed stnking. In India, following 
the last elections we have been able to keep the right-wing forces 
out of government on the basis of an agreement between the Left, 
democratic and secular forces. The CPI(M) had played an 
important role m forging such an alliance which we felt necessary 
to safeguard and strengthen the democratic and secular 
foundations of modern India. It is on the basis of these founda
t10ns that the struggle of the Indian people for an exploitation
free society can advance. On the other hand, despite our 
important role in the present situation, the CPI(M) while being a 
determining force supporting the government, is not part of 
the government. The CPI(M) is engaged in buildmg popular 
movements that will be able to meet the expectations of the 
people aroused by the electoral victory of democratic and secular 
forces and to influence the d1rect1on of governmental policy in .a 
pos1t1ve manner. 

Given the commonality of our positions, we are confident that 
the fraternal relations between our Parties and movements will 
contmue to strengthen in the days to come. Dear Comrades, we 
are confident that the deliberations of your Third National 
Congress will further strengthen the bonds between your Party 
and the Italian people particularly at a time when the working 
class in Italy is engaged in active and militant actions against the 
growmg attacks on their rights and hvehhood by a neo-liberal 
offensive. Please accept my warm fraternal greetmgs once again. 

We wish your Congress all success. 
With fraternal Communist greetings, 

Harkishan Singh Surjeet 
(General Secretary) 

December 3, 1996 



CPl(M)'s Greetings to 
lSth Congress of CP of Portugal* 

On behalf of the Central Committee of the Commumst Party of 
India (Marxist), I convey our warm fraternal Communist 
greetings to the 15th Congress of the Communist Party of 
Portugal. 

Both our Parties share a very strong bond of commonality and 
internationalism particularly in the struggle against the renewed 
imperialist offensive that followed the dismantling of Socialism 
in the USSR and Eastern Europe. We are confident that our 
presence at your Congress will further strengthen these bonds. 

Comrades, your Congress is being held at a very critical 
juncture of world developments. We note that the l 5th Congress 
of your Party will discuss issues of great importance concerning 
the international Communist movement at the present juncture, 
and the orientation of the Portuguese Communist Party towards 
advancing the Portuguese people's struggle for Socialism. 

Dear Comrades, the CPI(M) closely follows the continued and 
increased actlvities of the PCP and the strengthening of its hnks 
wllh the Portuguese people. During the recent period, we note 
with a sense of gratification that the PCP, true to revoluuonary 
tenets, has earned out intense activity marked by both militancy 
and effectiveness. Your activities,. mass struggles, the electoral 
battles and particularly the struggle agamst the ideological 
offensive of the exploiting classes are valuable contributions to 
Communists all over the world. The influence that is wielded by 
the PCP in local governments and municipalities continue to 
provide a source of strength to Communists elsewhere in the 
world. We are confident that the deliberations of this Congress 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delht, December 8, 1996 
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will further strengthen the bonds between the PCP and the 
Portuguese people. 

Despite all its tall claims and the self-proclamations of the 
immortality of capitalism, capitalism as a system continues to 
prove its mcapab1hty of solving the most important issues before 
humamty. The past few years have seen the sharpening of 
contradictions and the widenmg of the hiatus between the rich 
and the poor. Whtie strengthenmg the popular mass movements 
against capttahsm's global offensive and exposmg its newer 
methods of exploitation, the ideological struggle needs to be 
strengthened. This has been a common endeavour of Communists 
the world over. The PCP which has made significant contribu
tions m the past, we are sure, will continue to do so at the present 
Juncture as well. 

Comrades, we, in our country, are engaged in a very complex 
struggle. On the one hand. we are endeavouring to preserve the 
democratic, secular foundations of modem India which are 
commg under severe attack by the nght-react1onary forces, and 
on the other, we are doublmg our forces to sharpen people's 
struggles in defence of thetr rights and for improving their 
livehhood. A new political situation has ansen in the country 
where the Left alongwtth other democratic and secular forces 
have formed a coaht1on government with the express purpose of 
protecting India's modem identity and mterests of its people. The 
CPl(M) has had a very important role in forging such an 
alternative and today supports this government from the outside 
but not joining the government. We are, therefore, currently 
engaged in making this coalition government a success, at the 
same time bmldmg social and pohtical popular movements to 
influence governmental policies in a progressive direction. 

Dear Comrades, the CPl(M) holds in great esteem the positions 
and the activities of the Portuguese Communist Party. We are 
confident that the deliberations of your 15th Congress will go a 
long way in further strengthening the Portuguese Communist 
Party in d1schargmg its mtemational and domestic 
respons1bilit1es. May I once again convey our warm fraternal 
greetmgs to the Congress and all the delegates assembled here. 

We wish your Congress all success. 

Harkishan Singh Surjeet 
(General Secretary) 

December 3, 1996 



CPl(M) Opposes Insurance Bill* 

Statement Dated December 8, 1996 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) extends its full support to the 
one-day strike called by the employees of the insurance sector on 
December 9. All the umons of the UC and GIC have JOmtly 
called for this strike against the proposed introduction of a draft 
Bill for the setting up of an Insurance Regulatory Authonty. This 
piece of legislation is a prelude to the opening up of the insurance 
sector to private companies. The Insurance Regulatory Authonty 
to be set up will be entrusted with the task of working out the 
modalities for the entry of private companies including foreign 
compames into the insurance sector. 

The CPI(M) expresses its strong opposition to this move to 
open up the insurance sector. The LIC and the GIC have rendered 
valuable service in mobilising a large amount of funds for pubhc 
investment and developmental schemes. Private companies 
would not play this role. At a time when there is need for 
increased public investment it will be a retrograde step to open up 
the insurance sector whereby foreign companies with domestic 
partners will divert funds for their corporate interests. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) therefore requests the United 
Front Government not to proceed with the Bill. 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, December 15, 1996. 



On Grenade Attack on CPI(M) 
Meeting at Kulgam in Kashmir* 

Statement Dated December 5, 1996 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau to Press 

The Polit Bureau of the CPl(M) strongly condemns the grenade 
attack on the Party's public meetmg at Kulgam in Kashmir. Seven 
people have been killed and many injured in this cowardly attack 
by extremists who were targeting the CPl(M) leader Mohd. Yusuf 
Tangami. 

The Polit Bureau expressed its concern at the ease with which a 
single assailant could launch such an attack when security 
arrangements should have bee11 in place as the meeting was 
planned in advance. The Polit Bureau wants the state government 
to institute a probe to find out the actual culprits and the 
circumstances of this act of terrorism. 

The Poht Bureau conveys its heartfelt condolences to the 
families of those killed and extends its sympathy to those who 
have been injured. Comrade Mohd. Salim, member of the Central 
Committee of the Party and Member of Parliament, has left for· 
Srinagar today to assess the situation and visit the injured 
persons. 

*Published m 'PEOPLES DEMOCRACY", New Delht, December 15, 1996. 



CPl(M) Demands Passage of Bill 
for Reservation for Women* 

Statement Dated December 11, 1996 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau to Press 

It is extremely unfortunate that the legislation on reservation for 
women is being sought to be delayed once again in parliament It 
is reported that the government is considering postponing the Bill 
being adopted in the Lok Sabha and instead referring it to the 
Cabmet for further discussions. 

Any move to avoid adopting the Bill in the current session 
is not acceptable. The Joint Select Committee has already 
recommended the Constitution Amendment Bill after full 
discussions. The plea for OBC reservation for women cannot be 
made an issue to scuttle the Bill. 

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) demands that the government 
immediately initiate steps for the adoption of the Bill in both 
Houses of parliament in the winter session itself. Not doing so 
would be a betrayal of the commitment made by all the major 
political parties and the United Front in its Common Minimum 
Programme. 

*Published m 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi. December 15, 1996 



Message Received by CPl(M) from 
Workers' Party of Bangladesh* 

Thefollowmg message was sent by Rashid Khan Menon, General 
Secretary, Workers' Party of Bangladesh to CPl(M) General 
Secretary, Harkishan Smgh Surjeet: 

The people of Bangladesh acknowledges with deep gratitude 
the decisive and leading role of the CPl(M), Comrade Jyoti Basu 
and the Left Front Government of West Bengal in finding a 
solution to the problem of sharing of the waters of the Ganga and 
the signing of the accord on this to the satisfact10n of both 
Bangladesh and India. 

The Central Committee of the Workers' Party of Bangladesh 
extends its heartfelt thanks to you and the CPl(M) and through 
you to the United Front Government and Prime Minister 
Deve Gowda and Foreign Minister I. K. Gujral for this great 
achievement. 

The Central Committee of the Workers' Party of Bangladesh 
thinks that with the signing of this accord the bonds of friendship 
between our two people will be further strengthened and will 
usher in a new era of cooperation on the basis of equality and 
justness. This will also strengthen the hands of the democratic and 
secular forces of both the countries and help advancing the cause 
of democracy and emancipation of the toiling masses. 

December 13, 1996 

*Published in "PEOPLES DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, December 22, 1996. 



On Shocking Atrocities at 
Khowai in Tripura* 

Statement Dated December 14, 1996 Issued by 
The Polit Bureau of The CPl(M) to Press 

The Polit Bureau expresses its shock and indignation at the 
atrocity committed by extremists at Kalyanpur Bazar Colony in 
Khowai sub-division in Tripura. On December 13, a gang of 
extremists have attacked the village and shot dead 25 persons 
with sophisticated weapons after setting their houses on fire. 
Twenty-four others have been badly injured. 

This gruesome incident comes in the wake of a concerted 
bid by two extremist groups, the NLFT and A TTF, to step up 
attacks on innocent non-tribal people. Their diabolical aim is to 
foment tribal/non-tribal tensions and disrupt ethnic harmony .. 

The Tripura State Government has been urging the Centre to 
augment the paramilitary forces in the state. The BSF is to patrol 
a long border and more battalions as per the sanctioned strength 
are required. The Assam Rifles should be deployed in the state as 
they have the experience of the terrain. Only a few days ago, a 
team of MPs met the Home Minister to request increased 
deployment of paramilitary forces. 

The Left Front Government is doing everything to maintai.n 
communal amity and to foil the extremists' desig~s. But this 
requires immediate assistance and cooperation from the Centre. 
The CPI(M) calls upon the people of Tripura to preserve 
tribal/non-tribal unity and foil the heinous conspiracy of the 
extremist forces, out to disrupt peace and communal harmony. 

*Published in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, December22, 1996. 



[ill] 
CPI(M)'s Greetings to 29th Congress 
of CP of France* 

Dear Comrades, 

On behalf of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of 
India (Marxist), I extend our warm fraternal greetings to the 29th 
Congress of the Communist Party of France. 

Your Congress is being held at a very crucial moment in the 
world as modem civilization prepares to enter the next 
millennium. 

We note that the 29th Congress of your Party will discuss 
issues of great importance to the rest of the international 
Communist movement at the present juncture and the orientation 
of the Communist Party of France towards advancing the French 
people's struggle for Socialism. 

We have been following with interest and a sense of 
gratification that the French working class has recently been 
involved in militant and popular strike actions against the 
neo-liberal ruling class offensive for privatisation and drastic cuts 
in the social welfare expenditures. We are confident that such 
protest actions will galvanise the French people to defend the 
gains that have been made by generations of French Communists. 

Following the collapse of the Soviet Union and the dismantling 
of Socialism in East European countries, world capitalism is 
emboldened to mount fresh attacks on the working people even in 
the advanced capitalist countries. Capitalism no longer perceives 
the need to combat the growth of socialist ideas through 
increased state intervention and social welfare. But the working 
class and people can never allow the reversal of the gains that 

*Pubhshed m PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delht, December 22, 1996. 



890 Documents of The Communist Movement in lndw 

they have already achieved through struggles. We are confident 
that such resistance will not only continue but will intensify and 
strengthen the bonds between the Communist Party of France and 
the people of France 

Comrades, we m our country are engaged in a very complex 
struggle. On the one hand we are endeavouring to preserve the 
democratic, secular foundations of modem India which are 
coming under severe attack by the right-reactionary forces, and 
on the other we are doubling our forces to sharpen people's 
struggles in defence of their rights and for improving their 
livelihood. A new political situation has arisen in the country 
where the Left alongw1th other democratic and secular forces 
have formed a coalition government with the express purpose of 
protecting India's modem identity and interests of its people. The 
CPI(M) has had a very important role in forging such an 
alternative and today supports this government from outside but 
not joined the government. We are, therefore, currently engaged 
to make this coalit10n government a success while at the same 
time in building social and political popular movements to 
influence a progressive direction to governmental policies. 

Dear Comrades, we are confident that the deliberations of the 
29th Congress of your Party will· strengthen the bonds between 
the French people and the French Communists further. May I 
once again convey our warm fraternal Communist greetmgs to 
the Congress and to all the delegates assembled here. 

We wish your Congress all success. 

Yours comradely 

Harkishan Singh Surjeet 
General Secretary 

December 3, 1996 



CPl(M)'s Greetings to 
Socialist Cuba* 

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India 
(Marxist) extends its warm revolutionary greetings to the 
Socialist Republic of Cuba and the people of Cuba on the 38th 
anniversary of the victorious Cuban revolution. 

This year, the people of Cuba will be celebrating the 
anniversary tn the background of significant advances they have 

, made, both internationally and domestically. For decades the 
Cuban people resolutely withstood the relentless imperialist 
pressures and the cnminal economic blockade imposed by the 
USA. They, thus, exhibited to the world that no amount of 
blandishment can make Cuba deviate from the path of Socialism 
that its people had achieved and bmlt. As is known, following the 
disintegration of the Soviet Union and East European socialist 
states, (::uba found itself in a very difficult economic situation. It 
is at this stage that U.S. imperialism mounted its criminal 
offensive to destroy Socialism in Cuba. The Cuban people, 
however, demonstrating unprecedented resolve and commitment 
to Socialism, have today succeeded in virtually isolating U.S. 
imperialism within the world community, with the U.N. General 
Assembly voting for the withdrawal of U.S. sanctions with only 
one vote against it (apart from the U.S. itself). Already countries 
of the European Union and Canada have begun trade links with 
Cuba, ignoring the threats of the USA. 

The last year saw further growth of international solidarity 
with socialist Cuba. The activities of the solidarity movement all 
across the world have given Cuba immense moral and material 
support. 

*Published in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, December 29, 1996. 
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On the domestic front too, after nearly five years of hitherto 
unknown economic hardships, the Cuban economy appears to 
tum the comer with a record sugar harvest this year. The 
economic hardships on the people are relatively easing. . 

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India 
(Marxist) is confident that the Cuban people, under the leadership 
of the Communist Party of Cuba and Fidel Castro, will overcome 
the pressures of the predatory imperialist power and keep the red 
flag flying high. The slogan that moved the people of this tmy 
island to wage such a stupendous struggle-" Socialism or death' 
-has been a source of inspiration to the progressive people all 
over the world. The CPl(M), as a part of its internationalist duty; 
had the privilege of hosting the Asia Pacific regional meeting of 
solidarity with Cuba this year. 

Cuba's struggle today has become the symbol of humanity's 
struggle for dignity, liberty and freedom and the sovereign right 
to every nation and its people to choose and steer their own 
destiny. 

The CPI(M) reiterates its unflinching solidarity and victory 
with the people of Cuba and its struggle. 



Appendix (i) 

On Gouri Amma Episode* 

Statement Dated January 2, 1994 Issued by 
The Kerala State Committee of CPl(M) 

The state committee examined the unanimous decisions of the 
Alappuzha district committee that met on December 26, 1993. 
The state committee unanimously resolved to approve them. The 
decisions are given below. 

Comrade Gouri Amma's explanation does not contain an iota 
of self-criticism. She reiterates and is firm on her right to violate 
the discipline, the line, the decisions and policies of the party. 
While it is a fact that the "Self-Reliance Development Committee" 
did exist, she has no qualms in declaring publicly that there was 
no such committee. With the help of the bourgeois media, 
Naxalites, Dai it Panthers, and a section of the SNDP leaders, she 
is constantly attacking the party and trying to split the party, in 
order to save the Congress from its political bankruptcy. Attempts 
are made to split the trade unions. Parallel committees are being 
organised. Counter allegations depicting the Party leaders to be 
corrupt are made. The committee rejects this malicious explanatmn. 

"No one should be allowed to attack the party and still continue 
in the party. It is against the interest of the working class. Threfore, 
this district committee meeting decides to expel Comrade Gouri 
Amma from the Party. It appeals to the state committee to approve 
this decision at the earliest. 

This is a continuation of the state committee decisions to remove 
her from the secretariat in the first instance, and then later, from 
the state committee. The state committee had directed her to 
function with the district committee when she was removed from 
the secretariat of the state committee. She was not a member of 
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the district committee at that time. Naturally, when she was 
removed from the state committee also, she was directed to become 
a formal member of the district committee of Alappuzha where 
she was residing. With that she became a member of the district 
committee. In this situation the district committee has the right to 
take all disciplinary actions, including expulsion, with respect to 
her. But the expulsion will come into effect only after it receives 
the confirmation of the state committee. It is this approval that the 
state committee has given now. 

How such a situation arose is an issue that should be exammed 
by party members and sympathisers. The opinion of the state 
committee regarding it is given below. 

Gouri Amma has been a member of every Ministry formed under 
the leadership of the party. But for a short interval, she has 
continuously been an MLA also. It was in recognition of these 
that she was taken into the secretariat in 1988. 

But, there were certain weak spots in her personality. 
Firstly, her standard on ideological, political and policy issues 

was low. 
Secondly, she has not assimilated the Marxist-Lenimst 

organisational principle of boldly stating one's own opimon 
regarding political and organisational issues in one's own umt and 
before the higher committees and after, that, implementing the 
majority decision taken by one's own unit or the higher umts. 

Thirdly, when her hopes to become the Chief Minister did not 
materialise after the 1987 election, a tendency developed m her 
not to obey the decisions of the central and state leadership. 

The interview with Kerala Sabdom (issue dated December 26, 
1993) is a proof of it. This was what she said, "Was it not said that 
I would be made the Chief Minister in 1987? I was not made. Did 
I oppose the decision?" Even though she did not publicly oppose 
the decision, from that date onwards she began to express her 
opposition to the central and state leadership of the party in various 
ways. The situation worsened when some of the actions that she 
took as the Industries Minister gave rise to serious allegation~. It 
is this tendency that has today reached the stage of pubhcly 
challenging the party with the help of bourgeois media and anti-
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communists. In many places in Alappuzha, she is organising 
parallel organisations in the name of 'Samithy for Protection of 
Democracy' and making public speeches. 

As a natural evolution of it, she has not only challenged the 
Alappuzha district committee but also publicly demanded the 
committee to be disbanded. Further, she is conducting propaganda 
that the party leadership is corrupt. But she has failed to raise 
concrete corruption charges against even a single party leader 
before the state committee. 

Now she is trying to organise a new party in collaboration with 
ex-Naxalite leaders Venu and Ajitha and SNDP leaders M.K. 
Raghavan, K.K. Rahulan and others. She lent support to the attempt 
to give form to a new anti-Marxist united front under the leadership 
of ex-Naxalites and SNDP leaders in the place of United 
Democratic Front that is rapidly collapsing. 

It is an indication of the depth of her degeneration that 
newspapers like Manorama and Mathrubhoomi and the leaders 
of the bourgeois politics who were slandering her in the worst 
manner while she was the leader and Minister of the United 
Communist Party and later of CPI(M), have come forward to praise 
her as a "heroic lady". After trying to be a Communist for most 
part of her life, she has finally joined with the worst anti
Communists. 

According to the constitution of the CPI(M), "disciplinary action 
shall normally be taken where other methods including methods 
of persuasion have failed to correct the comrade concerned." 
Accordingly the state committee has been trying to correct the 
mistakes evident in her personality. It was only when the initial 
warning, then censure etc. failed that she was removed from the 
secretariat and later from the state committee. 

Even.flt that time, the committee expected that she would correct 
her mistakes as a formal member of the Alappuzha district 
committee by participating in the criticism and self-criticism during 
discussions of that committee. But the manner in which she 
behaved, has shattered all these hopes. Its details are clear from 
the decisions of the district committee. That is the reason that the 
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state committee has decided to give approval to the decision of 
the district committee. 

As is made clear in the constitution of the party, 'expulswn 
from the party is the severest of all disciplinary measures and this 
shall be applied with utmost caution, deliberation and judgement.' 
That is the reason why after months long discussions minor 
disciplinary actions like warning were given. When she refused to 
rectify her mistakes again and again and when she failed to do so, 
did the party finally decide to expel her. 

Even earlier, when M. V. Raghavan and company and others 
challenged the party, they were expelled from the party only after 
giving the opportumty to correct their mistakes. In all these periods 
not only the party members but also the masses stood firm behmd 
the party. Likewise, we are sure that not only the entue party but 
also the masses will oppose and defeat the present attempt of the 
enemies of the party to form an anti-Marxist front around Goun 
Am ma. 



Appendix (ii) 

Jyoti Basu's Rebuttal to News 
of BBC World Service* 

Statement Dated May 23, 1994 Issued to World Press 

My attention has been drawn to a news item broadcast by the BBC 
World Service and pub I ished in The Times of India on 22nd May 
t 994 that "North Korea has requested emergency rice supplies 
from India. This request has been made through Jyoti Basu, 
West Bengal Chief Minister, when visiting North Korea recently." 

This news item is absolutely baseless. I visited the DPRK from 
7th to 14th May this year. I had talks with several leaders of the 
DPRK including the Prime Minister. But no one made such request 
to me. On the contrary, I was impressed by their economic 
development, construction work and their confidence to meet any 
situation. The news item is obviously intended the show the DPRK 
in a poor light. 

I strongly protest the news item broadcast by BBC and which 
has been quoted in The Times of India which has no foundation 
whatsoever. 

*Published m "PEOPLES DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, May 29, 1994 



Left Parties' Organise Civil 
Disobedience Movement* 

Appendix (iii) 

Statement Dated July 29, 1994 Issued by 
The Left Parties Following a meeting in 
New Delhi on the Same Date 

A meeting of the Left Parties was held today to review the 
preparations for the Civil Disobedience Movement to be launched 
from August 15 to September 9, 1994 against the economic policies 
of the Narasimha Rao Government. The meeting discussed in detail 
the campaign being conducted for the enrolment of volunteers in 
different parts of the country. The reports indicated that the target 
of one million volunteers who would be enrolled to go to jail will 
be far exceeded in view of the good response. 

The meeting decided that leaders of the Left Parties will also 
court arrest at different centres, and on September 9 at Delhi the 
national leaders of the parties will lead the final batch of volunteers 
to court arrest. 

The Left Parties called upon all their units, cadres and supporters 
to step up the final preparations and joint campaign for the 
movement. 

The meeting was attended by Chitta Basu and D.D. Shastri 
(Forward Bloc), A.B. Bardhan, D. Raja and Atul Kumar Anjan 
(CPI), Abani Roy (RSP), and Prakash Karat, S. Ramachandran 
Pillai and Sitaram Yechury CPl(M). 

*Published in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY". New Delhi, August 7, 1994. 



Appendix (iv) 

J yoti Basu On Voter's Identity 
Card Issue: Letter Written 
To P. V. Narasimha Rao, 
Prime Minister of India* 

Below is reproduced the text of the letter which the West Bengal 
Chief Minister, Jyoti Basu, wrote to the Prime Minister, 
P. V Narasimha Rao, regarding the voters identity cards issue and 
the imbroglio it created: 

Kindly recaH the discussions I had at my meeting with you today 
(September 14) regarding the excessive assumption of authority 
and arbitrary and impractical decisions taken by the Election 
Commission from time to time in the recent past. 

You are aware of the impractical nature and arbitrariness of the 
decisions of the Election Commission in the matter of issue of 
identity cards to the voters. The Commission, on its own, decided 
on a time-frame and wanted the State Governments to complete 
the work of issue of identity cards. Several meetings have been 
held between the Central and State Governments without any 
decision on the pattern of financing and the deficiencies in the 
procedures indicated. The Commission had also linked up the 
completion of the work on identity cards to the process of holding 
of elections. 

Whimsical Move 

In this connection, I would draw your attention to the provisions 
of sections 14 and J 5 of the Representation of People's Act, 1951 
which provide for the procedures for notification for general 
elections to the Lok Sabha and the State Assemblies. The Act 
specifies that "a general election shall be held for the purposl! of 
consti~uting a new House of the People (of the state assembly or 

*Published in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY". New Delhi, September 25, 1994 .. 
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parliament, as the case may be) on the expiration of the duration 
of the existing House after its dissolution." The provision for issue 
of identity cards is specified u/s 61 of the Act and Rule 28 of the 
Electoral Registration Rolls which provide for a special procedure 
for preventing impersonation of electors. Thus linking of the issue 
of identity card provided for u/s 6 of the Act to mandatory 
requirements u/s 14 and 16 of the Act is totally arbitrary and 
whimsical. The Commission, in my view, does not have this power. 

You are aware that the State Government had moved the High 
Court of Calcutta in the matter of arbitrary direction of the 
Commission on the issue of identity cards and it is now pending 
before the Supreme Court of India. We have all accepted the identity 
card system in principle and what we have been saying is that 
necessary resources should be found and the scheme implemented 
in a phased manner. It should be kept in view that once the scheme 
is introduced throughout the country, we have to have almost a 
permanent machinery for issue of identity cards, replacement etc., 
on a continuing basis with every revision of rolls. I learn that a 
proposal to amend section 61 of the R.P. Act, 1951 and Rule 28 of 
the Electoral Registration Rolls is presently under consideration. 
It is my considered view that these amendments should be brought 
about immediately to bring about a semblance of order as also 
establish the authority of the Parliament. It is unfortunate that the 
earlier attempt to bring about amendments to the Constitution and 
the Act in this regard did not materialise. It is time that an urgent 
decision is taken in the matter. 

Devoid of Authority 
The Commission has also been issuing various directions taking 

recourse to what it calls the "inherent and plenary" powers un~er 
Article 324 of the Constitution of India. The general understanding 
of the provisions of Article 324 is that the Commission shall 
function within the framework of the extant laws governing 
elections. The plea taken by the Commission in all cases appears 
to be that various recommendations of electoral reforms had been 
sent to the government of India and no decisions have been taken 
fnr lnni:r and hence the Commission is free to assume inherent 



Jyoti Basu On Voter's Identity Card Issue.... 901 

powers under Article 324 to introduce such refonns as proposed 
by the Commission. In our view, the Commission does not have 
the authority and the Parliament will have to legislate on each 
such item of electoral refonn. 

I would like to refer to some instances of such arbitrary assumption 
of power by the Commission. The Commission has said that when 
an election programme is announced or contemplated by the 
Commission, the code of conduct should come into effect and that 
no development programme should be sanctioned or announced. 
The code of conduct for the parties in power is very clear and the 
observance of the same is very necessary. At the same time, it should 
apply only from the date of notification of the election. Last year, in 
the case of some by-elections in West Bengal, the Commission issued 
a Press release indicating the proposed programme of election and 
directed that the code of conduct would come into operation 
immediately thereupon. The Commission itself, for reasons best 
known to it, made a change of programmes and the elections were 
held much later. The Commission again now seeks to completely 
paralyse the normal processes of the government by such whimsical 
directives. 

The Commission has also recently written to all the states, 
especially those where elections are imminent, regarding transfer, 
etc. of officers. A new phenomenon has emerged in that the 
Commission "eeks to have the personal assessment of the CEOs 
about the impartiality etc., of the officers at different levels. The 
Commission also seeks to make its own assessment on the basis 
of such information as may be available to it. Such a decision is 
totally derogatory and dictatorial. There are instances where, if 
any official is found to be acting in a parti!>an manner m any 
election, necessary action can be taken. But a general assessment 
hke this, as proposed by the Commission, is derogatory both to 
the political system in the country and to the official machmery. 

Unacceptable Directives 
The Commission has also issued instructions to the effect that 

no offices at any level dealing with electoral roll revision and issue 
of identity cards should be transferred. Roll revision takes place 
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every year and 1t extends to well over six months. We cannot stop 
the entire administrative process with reference to each item of 
work decided upon by the Election Commission. The state 
Governments are well aware of the responsib1hties and we cannot 
accept such um lateral and whimsical directions of the Commission. 

It is unfortunate that the Commission is trymg to become a 
dictatorial super-government over the heads of the State and Central 
Governments as also the Parliament. I believe that all of us are 
earnestly interested in the maintenance and upholding of electoral 
norms and standards, and the Parliament should evolve further 
necessary steps in the matter to bring about appropriate electoral 
reforms. 

I would accordingly request you to kindly consider necessary 
amendments to the R.P. Act and the Electoral Registration Rules. 
It is also necessary to consider seriously whether at all Article 324 
of the Constitution gives any"plenary and inherent powers" to the 
Commission, even to the extent of assuming legislative and 
executive authority, on electoral reforms in the absence of any 
such directives by the Parliament. Meanwhile, we may take note 
of the deliberations of the Advocate Generals of different states 
calling upon all the states to be imp leaded as parties in the various 
writ petitions before the Supreme Court wherein the question of 
interpretation of the scope and ambit of the Commissions power 
is under scrutiny. We strongly feel that the government of India 
should also take active interest in these cases in order to ensure an 
early decision. 



Appendix (v) 

Report of the Meeting of 
CPl(M) Delegation with 
Comrade Dobrynin, Secretary of 
CPSU Central Committee* 

I 

Others present on their side were Comrades Yurolov and Gulaiev. 
Meetmg started at 4 p.m. and lasted up to 6-45 p.m. on December 16, 
1987 in the Central Committee office. Another 15 minutes were 
taken to finalise the communique. 

After exchanging greetings and settling down Comrade 
Dobrynin said: 

I welcome you to the Central Committee Office for a 
discussion at the invitation of the CC of CPSU. I am sure we will 
have free and frank discussion ahd this wiJl prove useful for both 
of us. I got your note yesterday night, have glanced through it but 
was not able to study. If you had given it earlier I would have 
properly studied it. I would like you to place your point of view 
frankly so that we are able to discuss the issues. 

E.M.S. 
I congratulate you on the successful conclusion of the Summit 

which is of great significance. 

Dobrynin 
I will brief you about it later. 

E.M.S. 
In my speech in the informal meeting I had stated that the 

struggle for peace is very important but it is not correct to 

•This meeting took place in Moscow m Central Committee Office of CPSU when 
CPl(M) Delegation was invited to auend the 70th anniversary of the Great October 
Revoluuon on 15-18 December. 1987 These Documents were circulated by the Central 
Committee of the CPl(M) on 26 12 1987 Also refer Document under Appendix (vu) of 
Volume No. 24 of this Senes. 
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subordinate the struggle for defence of interests of the masses and 
struggle for democracy to the struggle for peace. We find that m 
the Third chapter of the report the way formulations are made 
they convey the impression that you are not sticking to the 
analysis given 'in the Report of 27th Congress and questions are 
posed in a way as if all the contradictions will get resolved as a 
result of peace. 

Dobrynin 

I do not see any specific contradiction with what was in the 
Party Congress Report. If something is not there in this report,, 
whatever is there in the Party Congress Report stays. This report 
deals mainly with some aspects of Party history, perestroika and 
the question of peace. It does not deal with all aspects. Basic 
document is our report to Party Congress. The present report was 
not lengthy as that report. As I have said 70th anniversary report 
dealt with some of our activities and was mostly devoted to the 
threat of war. In this report he did not deal with the analysis of 
capitalism, its crisis. He deals with different subjects at different 
occasions. You should not look for contradictions. There is no 
room for that. The Party Congress Report is the basic document of 
our Party. 

Secondly, in his 70th anniversary report, he was dealing with a 
situation mainly in relation to struggle for peace, to diminish the 
threat of neclear war. This is what we are doing. 

Thirdly, he has posed several questions, questions which are 
not yet decided but are very important. He did not give a final 
answer or conclusion. Only life will tell us. Has he given the 
answer? It is a dialogue. We intend to continue dialogue and draw 
wider sections into discussion on these questions. 

Fourthly, we give much importance to our relations with India. 
Last year Gorbachev's visit and this year Rhizkav's visit is a proof 
of this. India plays an important role in the world struggle for 
peace. This cause is important for the Communists of India. As far 
as the domestic situation is concerned you have to decide. You ar~ 
living there. You should set yourself to this task. We have made 11 

clear repeatedly. 
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Agreement with America 
The agreement signed is very important one. Though it may 

have covered 5 per cent of all the nuclear weapons we have, their 
importance should not be underestimated. It deals with the 
destmction of small and medium sized weapons. It makes a first 
breakthrough. The ABM was agreed in 1972 but U.S. put some 
breaks. Now we are agreed to destroy two categories of nuclear 
weapons-small and medium. Gorbachev's January 15 proposals 
to eliminate nuclear weapons by the year 2000 was visualised to 
be accomplished in three stages. First stage was to be completed 
by year 1988-~0. This has been already achieved with this 
agreement. First stage was destruction of small and medium 
range weapons. Cut of 50 per cent in strategic weapons has been 
agreed to. We expect to get the agreement on this by the middle of 
next year. 

This shows that all our new theories, proposals to eliminate 
nuclear weapons by the year 2000 are working. In this, many 
forces have played their role. The peace movement in the world 
which has been fighting for reduction of nuclear weapons has 

· played its role. The U.S. imperialists will try to bloc the way but 
sufficient pressure is being bmlt up by non-aligned movement. 
Six nat10ns initiative, even NATO allies are divided. When we 
arrived we were told that agreement arrived at will not be ratified 
by most Congressmen. But we found only twenty hardliners were 
there. Even one of them an important personality Mr. Dun had 
come out that he is going to fight for ratification. 

Does it mean that U.S. has changed their attitude towards us? 
No! There is no change. They hate Socialism. They hold the same 
position as earlier. But in relation to the threat of nuclear war 
breakthrough is there in the decision of eliminating small and 
medium range missiles and to move towards disarmament. 

Various Other Problems 
Reagan was not ready to discuss many problems especially 

intervention in the sovereignty of other countries. We will 
continue to press them. Such as Nicaragua, Cuba, so-called 
regional conflicts. Bilateral relations were discussed. There is 
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some improvement. There is agreement on Aeroflot, exchange of 
media, movie actors, wnters. We discussed the problems, how to 
improve relations between our countries. Overall it is a good visit, 
but only the beginning. This is what I would like you to 
understand. The U.S. situation is complicated by elections. More 
than 10 states in the South have supported Bush. Hart is the 
choice of democrats. But no single leader has emerged from the 
democrats. 

Nicaragua 
They raised the question of our supply of weapons to 

Nicaragua. We proposed to stop the supply of weapons except the 
light weaponry and asked them to stop the supply of weapons to 
different groups in Latin America. But they did not agree. We had 
consulted the Nicaraguan Government before making proposals. 

Afghanistan 
Reagan does not like settlement. We told him that we are 

prepared to withdraw our armies within 12 months, even earlier 
but you should take a pledge not to supply arms to insurgents. He. 
did not agree. He does not know even the details of the talks in 
Geneva and the position of Pak. Government. 

Good development is taking place in Afghanistan. Policy of 
national reconciliation is working. They are moving towards a 
coalition Government. 

E.M.S. 
We are concerned with three questions. l [ow can imperialism 

do without industrial military complex, subordinating the 
struggle in the capitalist and developing countries to the struggle 
for peace and the question that the contradictions will be resolved 
by peaceful way? 

Dobrynin 
As I told you in the last section Comrade Gorbachev has dealt 

with the "October revolution and todays world". All questions 
posed in this part of the report are related to the question of world 
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peace. We do not feel that either military industrial complex can 
be put an end to or Neo-colonialism can be stopped. But they can 
be curbed and can be put in check. The questions are posed here to 
give examples to the people that present policies can culminate in 
an explos10n. 

In relation to war and peace we are still faced with many 
questions in our country. People ask that we are destroying three 
missiles against one American. Krushchev and Brezhnev could 
not agree. This is the new way of thinking. We are applying not 
arithmetic but algebra. Question is bemg asked whether our 
safety will not get effected. We discussed this question with our 
generals. 

Medium range missiles do not affect U.S. They affect Europe 
and affect us. They were never a threat to U.S. but a real threat to 
Europe, both West and East. Thetr elimination removes that 
threat. Strategic missiles do effect them. Their range is 7000 
miles. They have agreed to reduce them by 50 per cent. This 
agreement will be signed next year. ' 

This year U.S. m1htary budget shows 30 billion dollars less. 
Why? People know when you are destroying small and medmm 
missiles what is the basis for huge military budget. Your natural 
enemy has been Soviet Union. When you are coming to an 
agreement on elimination of nuclear weapons and reduction of 
armaments why spend so huge amounts on military budget. 

Similarly about military industrial complex people ask that 
Japan and West Germany have been able to develop science and 
technology by incurring 80% civil expenditure and 20% military. 
How is this affecting the economy of USA? If Euro-dollar is 
withdrawn there will be immediate crisis. What happened to 
stock exchange? Military industrial· complex will exist but 
present tendency will influence disarmament and peace. The 
Third World countries will be forced to resist pressure. They are 
struggling for equal rights. Take the debt problem. Brazil has said 
we cannot pay. Creditors are forced to make adjustments. They 
have made adjustments in relation to Poland, lowering the rate 
of interests, rescheduling the debts, otherwise the banks get 
bankrupt. 
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There was a good discussion in the informal meeting. We are 
studying all the materials. All speeches whether delivered or 
undelivered were published in Pravda. They number 156. 

E.M.S. 

There are two elements in our understanding of state monopoly 
.capitalism: (1) Increasing hold of armament industrialists on the 
state machinery in capitalist countries; (2) increasing neo
colonial attacks on Third World countries. The document g1ves 
the impression of erosion of these ideas. It appears as if because 
of nuclear danger we have to relegate these problems to the 
background. We do not think that peace will solve everything. We 
have to fight against the ruling classes in our country. 

Dobrynin 

The struggle for peace also helps in resolving other 
contradictions. This does not mean that struggle against 
imperialism and struggle against capitalism should not be 
continued or strengthened. 

H. S. Surjeet 

We have not been able to get answers to the question raised in 
our note. Dealing with the new concept of foreign policy the 
report "proceeds from the idea that for all the profound contradic
tions of the contemporary world, for all the radical differences 
among the countries that comprise it, it is inter-related, inter
dependent and integral". If this understanding is made applicable 
to the foreign policy and the struggle for peace there can be no 
objection to it. But the way questions are posed in the Third 
chapter of the report this understanding is made applicable to 
inter-imperialist contradictions as well as contradictions between 
imperialism and newly liberated countries. When you talk t~at 
imperialism can do without military industrial complex and give 
the example of Japan and West Germany, you fail to take note of 
the fact that these developments were visualised by Stalin in 1952 
when he stated that Japan and Germany are going to emerge 
which will increase the inter-imperialist rivalry again. They grew 
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and developed under U.S. military umbrella and analogy does not 
apply in their case. Similarly when you talk about the situation of 
formation of anti-fascist front after the attack on Soviet Union as 
an example of using all forces against the present-day danger, you 
forget that what struggle was conducted since the beginning of 
thirties and imperialist power had refused to join hands with the 
Soviet Union and on the other hand encouraged Hitler to attack 
on Soviet Union. It was only when most of European countries 
were occupied by Hitler and public opmion asserted in a big way 
they agreed to join hands. How could "mter-related integral 
world" affect the class struggtle in capitalist countries, or the 
struggle of developing countries with imperialism? There is also 
no mention to the hot-spots in the world: Nicaragua, West Asia, 
Gulf war, South Africa, Namibia and other places. 

This report gives a different understanding that is given by the 
report of 27th Congress with which we are in full agreement. You 
say that he has only posed the question but not answered them. 
But the way questions are posed, he has indicated the direction of 
answers. 

Dobrynin 

We are not diplomats here, we are discussing as Communists. I 
told you I have not studied the note properly. There is no use on 
fighting on words and formulations. You tell me what is in your 
mmd. I will give a direct answer. 

H.S. Surjeet 

We felt inspired by the documents of the 27th Congress. If you 
compare the assessment of world situation given in the 27th 
Congress report with the present report, it gives a different 
understanding. Because of our earlier experience we are very 
much afraid. We feel that formulations made in the Third chapter 
of the 70th anniversary report gives an understanding that with 
the resolution of the problem of nuclear war and restoration of 
peace, all the contradictions whether inter-imperialist, capital and 
labour and between imperialism and developing countries will 
get resolved peacefully. Only thing required is world peace. 
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Soviet Union and other socialist countries would make rapid 
advance in building advanced socialist society with the help of 
science and technology-perestroika. It will automatically help 
in the aggravating of capitalist crisis. The superiority of the 
socialist system itself will help in bringing social transformatrnn 
in other countries. 

In the 27th Congress report a detailed assessment is given 
about all the contradictions of the cap1tahst system. It is also 
noted how imperialism is intervenmg in developing countries for 
global domination. The understanding in the present report 
negates that understanding. 

Similarly, in the first part of this report you have mentioned 
about the contribution of 20th Party Congress. We do appreciate 
that 20th Party Congress made a big contribution in makmg 
proper assessment of the world situation, the new epoch and the 
changed co-relation of forces, when the socialist system is 
becoming a decisive factor in shaping the things. It also correctly 
exposed the cult of personality which is alien to Marxism
Leninism. But you have not taken note of other aspects of the 
report as to how it affected the Communist movement in 
dveloping countr~ Take our own example. Immediately 
foJJowing the 20th Congress Rubenstin wrote two articles in 
New Times that India is building Socialism. This article raised a 
debate inside our Party. When Brezhnev went to India in 1981 he 
made a statement that Indira Gandhi is building Sociahsm. Such 
statements compromise our position. That is why we want to be 
careful about each formulation. 

Dobrynin 
I understand your doubts. I want to make it clear that 27th 

Congress report is our basic document. It is our Bible. You base 
on that. Our fuller assessment is given in that report and we stand 
on every word of it. . 

The 70th anniversary report is meant for a specific occasion 
and dea]s with a specific issue of peace. It also was meant for a 
wider audience. The questions which have been posed in the 
report are in fact an appeal to the western world, also to the 
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people in developing countries. This is meant to mobilise the 
public opinion there. The example of Japan and West Germany 
is meant to tell the American people that if they can develop 
without military industrial complex why can't you. The new 
relationship with developing countries is also meant to rally 
the people because its present situation is allowed to persist 
what would be the result. It gives a new tactical approach. This 
is not meant to provide an overall assessment of the world 
situation. Such an assessment is provided in the 27th Congress 
report. This is our basic document. If you feel that the 
formulations in the 70th anniversary report are harmful to you, 
don't use them; ignore them. You base yourself on 27th 
Congress report. So far as we are concerned we do not see any 
contradiction. Gorbachev makes many speeches. He keeps in 
mind the specific situation and deals with that. It is not 
possible to repeat fundamental analysis everywhere.The U.S. 
is not agreed on many questions. The nature of imperialism 
has not changed. They did not agree to stop nuclear tests. We 
are pursuing our proposals. They have not agreed to ban 
chemical weapons though in principle it is agreed to in _the 
communique, they continue with SDI. But we are pursuing 
with our proposals and we consider the recent agreement as a 
big achievement. 

I hope this will satisfy you. If some points are left we are again 
prepared to discuss. You are again welcome here. Or if you invite 
us we are prepared to go there. We give much value to the 
exchange of opinion. Gorbachev has said we alone do not have 
the monopoly of truth. 

H. S. Surjeet 

We would hke to inform you about Indian situation and our 
intervention. 

Dobrynin 

I would be very happy to know. I myself wanted to ask. 



912 Documents of The Communist Movement m India 

H. S. Surjeet 
Explained the situation and line which we are pursuing. 
After listening, Comrade Dobrynin remarked that he is very 

much enlightened. He again laid the importance of India and its 
role in world affairs. This should be always kept in mind. 

We thanked each other and meeting came to an end. 
They had drafted the communique in Russian. We went to 

another room and discussed it. We suggested two amendments 
which they accepted. This was immediately released by TASS 
When we came to airport we heard the whole communique on the 
Television. 

Signed by 

HARKISHAN SINGH SURJEET 

II 

NOTE BY THE CPI(M) DELEGATION 

1. During our visit to the Soviet Umon in connection with the 
70th anniversary of the October Revolution, the CPl(M) delegation 
had expressed our reservations on some of the formulations made 
in the report "October and Perestroika : The Revolution Continues" 
mainly with reference to its third section. 

We expressed our desire to discuss with the CPSU leadership 
this matter, so that we could get clarifications and benefit from 
the discussions, before we place our report to the Central 
Committee of the CPI(M). We are thankful to the Centr~I 
Committee of the CPSU for inviting us and providing us with this 
opportunity to exchange views. 

We made a high appraisal of the documents of the 27th Congress 
of the CPSU and accordingly placed a report to our Central 
Committee and the decisions of the Congress have been 
popularised by our Party. We appreciated the Congress as~essment 
of the world situation and the new changes sought to be brought 
about in Soviet society through perestroika. The formulauons 
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con tamed m the Congress report provided a rich new understanding 
for meetmg the reqmrements of advanced Socialism further in the 
Soviet Union. 

Our Central Committee highly values the efforts made by the 
CPSU in relation to the struggle for peace and elimination of 
nuclear weapons. The Soviet Union has also repeatedly made it 
clear that it will not give up military panty with the USA. At the 
same time, it has consistently waged the peace offensive which 
has greatly helped to rally the peace-lovmg forces all over the 
world. This great endeavour is undoubtedly producing results, as 
witnessed by the recent historic INF agreement concluded at the 
Washington Summit. 

2. The Third chapter of the 70th anniversary report states that 
the new concept of foreign policy "proceeds from tile idea that for 
all the profound contradictions of the contemporary world, for all 
the radical differences among the countries that compnse it, it is 
interrelated, interdependent and integral". 

We agree that in the contemporary world, the priority to be 
accorded to the prevention of nuclear war and the resultant 
consciousness to save humanity, requires new thinking. The 
interrelation and interdependence of the whole world in the 
common task of preventing nuclear v.ar and saving humanity is a 
relevant point. Flowing from this, the creative initiatives taken by 
the CPSU leadership on the international plane are timely and have 
a profound impact. These combmed with the defence preparedness 
of the Soviet Union and the Socialist bloc and the widest popular 
mobihsation for peace have strengthened the central thrust of the 
CPSU, put imperialism on the defensive on this vital question 
confronting humanity. 

But when the concept of the "inter-related, inter-dependent and 
integral world" and the "laws" governing it are applied to the 
analysis and resolution of the set of contradictions applicable to 
imperialism, the capitalist world and the Third World, we feel it 
causes confusion and has serious implications for the course of 
class struggle in the advanced capitalist countries and the Third 
World countries. 

Discussing the social contradictions, the report poses. th~ee 
questions-(i) On the nature of imperialism and the poss1b1hty 
to influence that nature and block its more dangerous 
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manifestations (11) Can capitalism get nd of mihtansm and 
function and develop m the economic sphere without It? (iit) Can 
the capitalist system do wtthout neo-colonialism? 

The analysis placed in the report on these three questions 
premised on the need for new thinking in an "mter-related, inter
connected and integral world", in general, tends to ignore the 
sharpening of the class struggle in the advanced capitalist countries 
and the developing countries. 

It also ignores the whole gamut of conflicts erupting or 
continuing, which emanates from the contradiction between 
imperialism and the newly independent countries including the 
anti-imperialist national liberation struggles. _ 

3. On the nature of the world capitalist system, the report states 
that: "The post-war period has witnessed an in-depth modification 
of the contradictions that used to determine the principal trends m 
the world's economy and politics." It proceeds to explain the 
changed situation today. Among them are the "peaceful" 
repartitioning of the world and "the changes occurring within the 
technological and organisational infrastructure of the capitalist 
economy also helped to clear up contradictions and to balance 
different interests". 

The modification of the inter-imperialist contradictions is posed 
one-sidedly, while it is correct to point out that inter-imperialist 
contradictions do not lead to war due to the presence and strength 
of the socialist system, the consequences of the "peaceful" 
repartitioning of the world on the Third World and the aggravat10n 
of the related set of contradictions between imperialism and the 
Third World is absent. The scientific and technological innovations 
have brought about modifications in the structure of capitalism 
but such "modification" does not eliminate the destructive effects, 
unemployment. attack on the rights of working people and 
so on. 

Further it states that "an alliance between a socialist country 
and capitalist states proved possible in the past when the threat 0,~ 
fascism arose, does this not suggest a lesson for the present. .. 
The example of the anti-fascist alliance is not exactly relevant to 
the present situation, as the rise of fascism and war sponsored by 
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it sharpened acutely the inter-imperialist contradictions. Does this 
apply strictly to the contemporaneous world? · 

S1milarly, in relation to the link between capitalism and 
militarism, it is not a correct analogy to cite the "economic 
miracles" of Japan and West Gennany. Both these states prospered 
economically m the post-war decades under the American m1htary 
umbrella. This obviated the need to divert resources to military 
expenditure and for some time served to fuel the economic growth. 
But as the report itself indicates, both states are rearming and going 
on the classical path of state monopoly cap1tahst societies. 
The role of these two states has to be seen in the context of the 
three mam centres of present-day imperialism. 

While rightly emphasising the appeal to the world people and 
rulmg circles of all countries to prevent nuclear war, adequate note 
1s not taken of the operation of the basic social contradictions and 
class antagonisms in the capitalist world. 

4. On the thud question, concemmg the Third World and neo
coloniahst exploitation, the report presents an analysis which tends 
to give a wrong direction. It speaks of the ongoing process in the 
international economic sphere having the force of an objective 
law: "There will either be a disaster or a joint quest for a new 
economic order which takes into account the interests of all on an 
equal basis." What follows is a hazy analysis which seems to imply 
that imperialism will possibly heed the laws of the "inter-related 
integral" world and adjust its world economic system of plunder 
to the needs of the Third World and the ex-colonies. The future 
role of multmationals in the Third World is also erroneously 
projected: "For all their might, it is not the transnationals that will 
detennine the Third World's development; it is more likely that 
they will be forced to adjust to the independent choice that has 
been or will be made by the people." 

That the main currents in the Third World and role of developing 
countries is not properly assessed is also clear from the way the 
various regional organisations are indiscriminately grouped 
together under the common characteristic of "urge for national 
identity and independence". "To a greater or lesser extent this 
characteristic of all the organisations, and their number is not 
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small-the Organisation of Afncan Unity, the League of Arab 
States, the Latin American Economic System, the South Pacific 
Forum, the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation, 
the Organisation of the Islamic Conference and especially, the Non
Aligned Movement." 

In our opinion, it 1s wrong to group the NAM with organisations 
such as ASEAN and the Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference. 

While dealing with the relationship between imperialism and 
the Third World, the report is conspicuously silent on the specific 
struggles being waged against imperialist intervention, whether it 
be in Central Amenca, Southern Africa or the Middle-East. Neither 
does it dwell on the serious confrontation going on between 
imperialist manoeuvres for global domination and the fight bemg 
put up by many newly independent countries to defend national 
sovereignty and independence. 

The way the three questions have been posed and sought to be 
answered in the Third section of the report would lead to the 
conclusion that all the contradictions can be modified/resolved 
through peaceful means. This approach applied crudely could result 
in the understanding that with the Soviet Union and the socialist 
system (under perestroika) making big advances by mastery of 
the productive forces and realising the full potential of socialist 
society; through peaceful competition, the superiority of the 
socialist system over the aggravating crisis of the capitalist system 
will be established, leading the people of the capitalist countnes 
to pave the way for the peaceful transition to ~ociahsm. 

Such an understanding applied to India would also imply that 
with the Indian Government playing an important role in the world 
struggle for peace, if progress is maintained in this direction, this 
in itself would influence the course of social revolution in our 
country. Such an approach would mean passivity and disarming 
the working class movement. It is with this in mind, that we are 
also perplexed to see that there is no attention paid to the cla~s 
struggles in the capitalist countries and no mention of the anu
imperialist centres of acute struggle. In this connection, the report 
of the 27th Congress in the first section: The Contemporary World: 
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Its main tendencies and contradictions" provided a balanced 
analysis of the contradictions and their interplay which enriched 
our understanding. 

The current report, however, shows concern only with the 
contradiction prevailing in the international sphere between the 
two social systems. Its tackling and resolution is of vital 
importance to the world revolutionary process. At the same time, 
it will be wrong to conclude that dealing with this confrontation 
in the form of stopping nuclear war will automatically help 
resolve other contradictions. While the central task of preventing 
world war and preserving peace will go a long way in 
strengthening the revolutionary currents on the international 
scale, it will not be correct to assume that a stable and lasting 
peace can be brought about without strengthening the forces of 
democracy and Socialism in the different capitalist countries and 
without the intensification of the class struggles. The report in 
fact exaggerates the change in the correlation of forces, or the 
immediate potential for change in favour of Socialism. It also 
tends to underestimate the aggressive character and strength of 
imperialism. We apprehend that such an approach earned forward 
will lead to blurring the edge of class struggles in the capitalist 
world (both advanced and developing). 

5. In the reference to the international Communist movement, 
while it is important to stress the independence and equality of all 
parties, it is also necessary to stress the common aims and principles 
which bmd us together. Such reference was there in the CPSU 
programme adopted in the 27th Congress wherein it was stated 
"At the same time the experience of these decades shows the 
immense importance of the general laws of Socialism, such as: 
the power of working people, with the working class playing the 
leading role; guidance of society's development by the Communist 
Party armed with the ideology of scientific Socialism; affirmation 
of social ownership of the basic means of production and on this 
basis the planned growth of the economy ..... "The current report 
speaks only about the international movement which "is united by 
respect for the principles of confidence, equality, and sincere 
solidarity that have also been renewed". 
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6. Finally, we wish to make a brief reference to one point in the 
first section, which 1s the evaluat10n of the Twentieth Congress 
While making an assessment of the Twentieth Congress we recognise 
that it was an important contnbut1on, in its international analysts, 
on the s1gmficance of the new epoch and the impact of the changed 
correlation of class forces in the world on the whole revolutionary 
process. It also mitiated the struggle against the cult of personality. 
While acknowledging this, the report fails to take note of the impact 
of the 20th Congress on the world Communist movement and 
especially on some aspects which are negative must also be taken 
account of. The manner in which certain concepts related to peaceful 
co-existence, peaceful compet1tion and peaceful transition were put 
in a simplified and mechanical fashion led to harmful consequences 
for the world Communist movement. Under the influence of these 
theones, many Communist Parties in the newly liberated countnes, 
to name a few such as in Egypt, Syria, Sudan and Iraq suffered a 
setback. If the 70th anniversary of the October Revolution provides 
the opportunity for assessing the course of the international 
Communist movement, even summarily, the impact of the Twentieth 
Congress in this aspect must not be ignored. 

It is with sincere concern for the theoretical and practical 
implications of the significant report made by Comrade Gorbachev 
at the 70th anniversary and its direct relevance to our own Party's 
programmatic and positions, that we have approached you for these 
discussions. We are confident that a fraternal and free exchange of 
views will benefit us and strengthen our common resolve to 
advance the struggle for peace, democracy and Socialism. 

III 

Note on Discussions with CPSU Circulated by the Central 
Committee of the CPl(M) per circular dated 28.12.1987 

When our delegation attended the 70th anniversary celebrations 
in Moscow, we discussed among ourselves the report of Comrade 
Gorbachev and his intervention in the informal conference. We felt 
that the Third chapter of the report gives a wrong direction and has 
serious implications for us. We also had some points on the first 
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part in relation to the assessment of Stalin and evaluation of 20th 
Congress of the Party. We decided to inform the leadership of the 
CPSU about our reservations and sought a meeting with them to 
exchange opinions on those issues. We had also informed them that 
we cannot stay in Moscow after 8th November 1987. First they 
gave the impression that such discussions will be held on 8th but 
after having come to know about our strong views on some issues 
they thought this discussion cannot be held in half an hour or one 
hour time, and suggested that they invite our delegation in the middle 
of December only for discussions and we agreed to this proposal. 

We received the invitation before 20th November to send a 
delegation and the dates of 15 to 18 December were agreed to. 

We made a report to the Political Bureau and after discussions 
prepared a note for discussion with the CPSU. (The said note is 
given in the earlier pages.) 

Our delegation consisting of EMS, Samar Mukherjee and Surjeet 
reached Moscow on l 5th December. Fhght was two and half hours 
late. We went to place a wreath on Lenin mausoleum at 12.15. We 
were informed about the whole programme of our stay. The 
arrangements were made for the discussions in the three institutions 
working under the Central Committee: The Institute of Marxism
Lenmism, the Institute of Social Sciences and the Academy of Social 
Sciences. It is these institutions which prepare the materials for the 
Central Committee on the basis of their research. Meetings were 
arranged with the top spec1ahsts working in these institutions. The 
report about our discussions in the institutions is separately circulated 
as an information document. It was difficult to take exhaustive notes 
when serious discussions were on. Therefore, it is not possible to 
get full appreciation of the discussions from the notes. We can say 
that the discussions reveal that on some of the pomts whether they 
related to the contradictions, assessment of the 20th Congress on 
the role of Stahn they were on the defensive and we had some 
weighty arguments. But the level of discussions was quite g9od and 
their research of higher level. In all the three places more time was 
taken as compared to earlier planned. This happened on l 6th and 
17th December. 

The last day was left for discussions with Comrade Dobrynin, 
Secretary of the Central Committee of the CPSU. The discussion 
lasted for two hours and fortyfive minutes. A separate report is 
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circulated of these discuss10ns. Agam it is difficult to say that 
everything is incorporated in the circulated report because of the 
fact ment10ned earlier that during the serious d1scuss10ns 
exhaustive notes became little difficult. 

Smee we participated in discussions it is necessary to convey to 
the Central Committee our assessment of the discussions which 
may not be so clear from the written reports circulated. 

( 1) On the ls'iue of Contradictions as dealt within the Third 
Chapter of the Report 

In the beginning all tried to argue that only questions are raised 
but no answer is provided in the report. They are for debate but 
when pinpointed that such a poser can lead to distortions of 
fundamental positions and they are contrary to the understanding 
provided in the report of 27th Party Congress, Comrade Dobrynin 
made a categorical statement that they stick to the analysis made 
in the Party Congress report. The 70th anniversary report was meant 
for a broader audience. The questions raised are in the form of an 
appeal to the people both in Western World as well as in the 
developing world in order to rally them behind the struggle for 
world peace. He made it repeatedly clear that there is no question 
of deviating from the documents of 27th Congress. Nobody has 
the authority to either bypass them or change them. We are satisfied 
with the explanation. But we have to be vigilant always and we 
were right in putting forward our views in writings. We should 
also continuously go on educating our Party on the issues of our 
own understanding and experience. 

(2) On the question of history of the CPSU we have to wait for 
the findings of the Commission. But it is admitted in the report of 
the 70th anniversary that Stalin fought against Trotskyism and 
defended Leninism, he succeeded in collectivisation and in building 
Socialism in Soviet Union, that the Ribbentrop-Molotov Pa~t w~ 
correct and he piayed an important role in the defeat of fascism m 
the war. It is not difficult to understand the harmful consequences 
of the cult of personality of Stalin. There are certain facts w~ich 
can be analysed and understood but it is very difficult to go mto 
all the facts of fifty years back without proper understanding and 
concrete circumstances in which those incidents took place. For 
instance the question of dealing with the middle peasant is one 
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such question. Such questions have to be understood as a part of 
the first experience of the dictatorship of the proletariat. 

(3) Similarly, i.n evaluating the 20th Congress, the CPSU has 
taken the aspects which directly effected them. They have not taken 
up its impact on the international Communist movement specially 
m developing countries. They see the decline of World Communist 
movement in 70's but in developing countries it started after the 
20th Congress. What happened to the CPs of Egypt, Syria, Sudan, 
Iraq and others? In our case, discussions started inside our Party 
that Nehru is building Socialism. The question of non-capitalist 
path and National Democracy. What are the lessons today? When 
we raised these questions the reply was that they have not gone 
into this aspect. It is necessary to go into this in order to draw 
proper lessons for international Communist movement. 

(4) We have to admit that significant change has taken place in 
the mternational situation. With the threat of nuclear war it is realised 
that nobody can be wmner and such a war can lead to destruction 
of everything which humanity has created so far. This has brought 
a qualitative change in the thinking of the people on the issue of 
war. The Social Democratic· parties, certain ruling parties of 
imperialist countries and the American public opinion itself apart 
from the world peace movement NAM etc. Significance of this 
struggle is to be properly realised and proper integration of the 
world struggle for peace and our struggle against our regime is 
necessary. 

(5) There is a complete change in the attitude of CPSU towards 
other parties. They do not impose their ideas and try to understand 
the positions and experience of other parties. This is reflected in 
their documents as well as discussions. 

We can say that our visit was successful, discussions were useful 
and we were able to frankly state our point of view and had a free 
and frank exchange. 
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