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Editor’s Preface

The speeches in this volume were all made by Maurice Bishop in his ca;;actlltli
as Prime Minister of Grenada and leader of the New Jewel.l\.do;'emen , \
revolutionary party. Thus they stand 1110? only as his own political testament,
but that also of the party and the revolution. _

’ Ad?olume of speSChe); had been planned to be published bﬁ Z%d Bﬁo::i:;
early as 1981, which was to include not onl,y speeche‘s ma eG y Ma e
Bishop, but also other members of the People’s Revolutlonaryh o;err_nll:é em;
and Bishop himself had invited Richard Hart, a veteran of t ?1 ?gﬂ can
revolutionary movement, to contribute an introduction. That (;38?: 1nd s
never finally realised, ultimately due to the events of October , 8 his
present volume has been compiled as a memorial not only to 1] ma? o
made a vital historical intervention in Caribbean history, but also to
revolution itself, which he led and symbolised.

When we hear the news of the Revolution that moming, it 'wa?
Joy come out in the morning! Joy come out in the morm;g;
As if I lifted up that morning! I lifted up above the sky tha
morning! . .
The Revolution make me young again. | young now .asf 1';:
just in me teens! Me energy come through thzlat happm.ess 0 ,
Revolution. Long live the Revolution! Long live Ma‘unce Bishop
and his party! And we praying for them day and night, Eecat;cs;
they not seeking for one and not for the other, they seeking
all people, from a baby to the old.

Thus spoke a 72-year-old woman about the revolution'ary dawnt;ln (]iresn:;l:
of 13 March 1979. Words of joy and a new youth commgffrom 'aiistp o
people whose experience of resisting attack after attack o 1:11;:;{1 andppar-
tration remains unsurpassed and continues more than ever dob ﬂ){j,ant o par
ticularly in Grenada, never tamed, always res:stmg., a green al? T ant Dullet
lodged in the heart of imperialism, whether coming from France,
the USA. ' '

Fo?ﬁhe Grenada Revolution was a grasp of joy in the s.ulddt:in'unti}"::etd;:g
of the actuality of power for the working people in one island in
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Caribbean nation, a joy in the discovery that life unfulfilled could and would
change, be transformed_ for a people who had known 400 years of transport-
ation, slavery, colonialism, neo-colonial dictatorship and exportation to the

ordinary people could at last be applied t i
their own future. PP o develop their own resources for

¢re was the jOy of education of j ;
3 seein our child achiavi
secondary schooling and your iilit g your children aduevmg free

write, the joy of seeing wasted

years ago. at opened the Grenada morning five
It was 110,000 pe
ture bp ople’s discovery of the world, and the ideas and struc

nutmeg estates — ‘But
] f Education Jacqueline
IS Education? and The Philosophy

extraordinary warmyp, p; ‘es. In his very breadth, his friend);
. . Lo ; iendl d
tual depth, he brought ¢ l fintelle

Editor’s Preface

Marryshow, the architect of Caribbean federation, and Tubal Uriah ‘Buzz’
Butler the pioneer trade unionist. Like them he was a man of magnetic
energy who achieved a huge empathy with his people. What touched the
people, touched Maurice. It was why they loved him and why they felt so
proud of him when he defiantly challenged the imperialist giant in the forums
of the region and the world. They were also proud of themselves because he
was them. Thus, when he was so suddenly and bewilderingly arrested, they
were arrested too and had to free him to free themselves again.

I'can remember going with him one night to visit the parents of a young
militant and soldier who had died in a jeep accident. As he entered the yard
of the small wooden house and stood next to the concrete cistern which
trapped the rain, he embraced the bereaved family, one by one. His modest,
humble bearing, a quietness and sad understanding entwined with a message
of hope, made him as one with the family.

During those four and a half years it was as if the sea around Grenada did
not exist, despite its proud translucence. Insularity disappeared. It was not
only the rallies and village discussions reaching out to the people of Vietnam,
Chile, the Western Sahara, South Africa, Namibia, El Salvador or Guatemala,
not only the internationalist workers from the rest of the Caribbean, the
USA, Europe and the Soviet Union, but also the stream of activists, writers
and powerfully liberating minds that came to Grenada — from Paulo Freire
and Angela Davis to Cheddi Jagan and Harry Belafonte, from George
Lamming and Ngugi wa Thiong’o to Samora Machel and Michael Manley.
Hazlitt once said of 19th Century imperialist Britain that if you stood at a
certain place in London for a year, you would see all the world’s most impor-
tant people pass. During the years of the Grenada Revolution, you would
have met in the streets or on the beaches the new and rising world’s most
radiant spirits, passing through, giving their strength, experience and
solidarity to the people of Grenada. This small island was becoming the nexus
of a new and burgeoning English-speaking civilisation and the fortress of a
proud Caribbean sovereignty.

The life of Maurice Bishop personified this receptiveness and extraordinary
energy of open learning and education that was found within thg Grenada
Revolution, the ability to learn from and imaginatively apply the insights of
every process of liberation to the reality of the people’s struggle and their
achievement in Grenada. He belonged to Grenada and the Caribbean, a
revolutionary patriot who became, in the words of Cheddi Jagan ‘the measure
of the new Caribbean man’. With his comrades like Unison Whiteman, who
died with him, he had been a symbol of the national struggle against
hideous dictatorship that had murdered many Grenadians, including his
father. But he also belonged to the world and his words also belong to the
world, all of us. That he had once been a Black nationalist and stayed in the
heart of his people and their proud anger during the 1970 Black Power up-
surge in the Caribbean which had given popular birth to such new confidence
and rejection of colonialist and racist imitation, was as much a part of his
Stature as his embrace of Marxism-Leninism and hatred of imperialism or any
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form of oppression of the working people of the world. Despite his death he
was a victor over the history of imperialist crimes committed against his
Grenadian and Caribbean people.

My enduring memory of him is standing with his fist upraised, roaring
out ‘Long live the struggle of the British working class!” — The Grenadian,
the Caribbean revolutionary who couid reject that complex-ridden and blood-
soaked division between his own people and the working people of Britain,
the old colonising power that had brutally subjected and enslaved his
ancestors. It was just one example of the continuous expression of his vision
that the common people of our world will triumph together over the forces
that threaten to pull us down. This is why the Grenada Revolution through
the voice of Maurice Bishop made its great shout for progress the property
of all struggling people: ‘Forward ever, backward never”” Through the
cracking muffler of imperialist occupation it still rings out.

Chris Searle
London, 13 March 1984
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Introduction
Richard Hart

Inthe late 1930s the workers in most of the then British West Indian coloqles,
impoverished and seething with discontent, rose up in spontaneous strikes
and demonstrations. Qut of these upheavals new trade union movements
emerged in many Caribbean islands, but Grenada was relatively ynaffegtt;,d
by these events. Two small trade unions existed in the 1940§, catering mainly
for urban workers but not succeeding in recruiting apprec1able' numbers of
plantation workers. The awakening of the Grenadian masses did not occur
until the end of the decade, around the time of the return to Grenada of two
men who had been working at the oil refinery in Aruba. One of these mhen{i
Gascoigne Blaize, had been an officer of the Aruba Llabou.r Union and ha

been deported for his union activities. The other was Eric Gallry. . vl

One explanation of this time-lag may have been the relatively .hlgher e;e
of individual ownership of land among the agricultural workers in Grenzfl 4.
Another could have been the fact that the cultivation of sugar cane .had given
way to that of cocoa and nutmegs on most of the -big properties, Crops
requiring smaller concentrations of workers and a less mtel.mve explmtapo:
of labour. Be that as it may, from 1950 onwards the rectuitment of agncud
tural and other workers into the new trade union led by Gairy was rapid an
enthusiastic, _

Gairy’s personality was an inspirational factor in channelling thF eneiﬁi
of the workers into militant struggles to obtain increased wages. But romt e
start he saw the organisation he led primarily in terms of the ad_v.tmcemen ‘

a career for himself. 1 recail a conversation with him when hg visited Jamaica
in or about 1951 in which this was clearly revealed. I enquired w}}ether his
union would affiliate with the Caribbean Labour Congress of whlchf] was;
then the General Secretary. In reply he indicated reluctance to _effect a ormra
affiliation for fear of offending Mr Bustamante. What stuck in my memlo c)i
Was the way in which he made this point. He didn’t say that there was re ud
tance to affiliate because the Grenada union wanted to rr_xamtau;hitt): X
relations with all labour organisations in the area. What he said was

‘ayoung man just starting on my career” he had to be careful.. fucther his

Gairy used the power which the workers’ support gave him ;ﬁl uces ey
financial interests and personal political ambitions. He formedd ; aﬂurs s
Some members of the employing class on whom he bestowed lavours,

b (O
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criminating punitively against others who did not support him. Having
been elected to office, he built up by patronage a body of supporters ranging
from petty-bourgeois careerists to the criminal thugs who were recruited into
his notorious ‘Mongoose Gang’, modelled on the Haitian ‘tonton macoutes'.
Thus did he create an alternative power base to the agricultural workers,

large numbers of whom were becoming disenchanted and conscious of having
been betrayed.

As he consolidated his power, Gairy became a willing, if very minor, pawn

of American imperialism. He was also rewarded with 3 knighthood by the
British Government. But perhaps his crowning reactionary achievement was
his personal alliance with the Chilean dictator General Pinochet. By 1976
he had clearly lost most of his poputar Support, but secured his continuance
in office by shamelgssly rigging the elections, Thereafter, though the repress-

iveness of his regime increased, so did the popularity of his principal

‘ the hands of Gairy’s armed
e public support they enjoyed,

The Improbable Revolution

Asked to choose a t

and after the insurrection of March 13, 1979, I su

re\rolution’(_i Among the improbabilities that a revo
commenced in 19 . ¢ . ‘
opar—. In 1979 would occur in Grenada the following will be readily

itle for a talk on what had occurred in Grenada during

a) the smallness and social compogit i
. €s$ ang Position of the po ulation:
b)) ::e dimunitive size and undeveloped economy%f the isiands:
¢) the extent to which the pPeople had been indoctrinateq with and had

accepted institutions ang political i
_ Practices d itish;
d) the Beographical and geo-political location, ened by the rtish;

LJ - < :
There was probably very little, if any, relevant change between 1970 and 1979

Introduction
Agriculture, forestry and fishing 3335
Construction 15.95
Commerce 9.62
Manufacturing 7.97
Transport, storage and communication 5.15
Electricity, gas, water and sanitary services 0.93
Mining and quarrying 72;
Services ¥ . oy _4.66
Not stated or otherwise classifie P

It has not been possible, on the basis of the limitec! statis:.tics avaﬂabie}; tp
determine precisely the percentages of those engaged in agriculture _on t 61;
own account and those employed in agriculture for wages. The estimate ©
the number of such employees contained in the Absg‘mcr of.Smnsnc.s (less
than 5% of employees in all occupations) is not a reliable gu1dfe as this was
based on Income Tax returns and many agricultural workers WH! have been
employed by farmers who made no such returns, There seems Iltfle do_u b;
however, that in Grenada in 1979 the number of persons engaged in agricu
ture on their own account exceeded the number so enggged 'for wageé. Mazy
of those working for wages will also have had farms of their own. r;nzih:
probably has the highest percentage of individual peasant proprietors
English-speaking Caribbean area. . . ; i

Grenaﬁa wasgthe first English-speaking country in modern m—}fs 1(1;1::;32
popular power had been established by revolutionary means. Ig today, a
Revolution proved that, in the conditions prevailing in ‘he,‘}'lor ; si’ajl
social revolution is possible even in a very small cpunFry wit ha vf)s);ibility
population. The single most important factor contrl_butmg to theI[\J) ol
of such a revolution occurring in Grenada was the existence of t e iion et
Movement. a vanguard party modelied on concepts ofparty Ohggam'si.]_,eninist
worked out by Lenin at the turn of the century. Gmdpd by a.ms nd were
theory, the NIM leaders understood the laws of‘soc1al CYOIUt.lon :nd take
able to recognise the development of a revolutionary situation
advantage of jt. ien-

The gxistence of a Leninist vanguard party to provide the neceSSlﬂfy zaee';
tation at such historic moments is vital for the achievement (-)E"p?:na;{gve in:

ithout sych leadership, in times when unrestland dlssa[és. act eld outbreaks
Creased beyond the level of popular tolerance, blind uncoor 111118  rod forces
of disorder can easily occur which are then suppressed by t ;adirectionless
"ith purposeless loss of life and destruction of property. Suc e parts of
Upheavals have indeed occurred over the past half century in o P

. i usehold servants
1 This lumping together of hotel and other service wmkers‘:l;l::nh;cieties. that the
conceals the fact, so characteristic of under-developed Cari
Ereat majority of these were household servants.

xiti
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the English-speaking Caribbean area.

The NIM showed exemplary flexibility in knowing when the appropriate
form of popular struggle was electoral politics and when the time had come
to launclll an armed uprising. In 1976 the NIM contested the general clec-
uons- against the governing party of the then Prime Minister Eric Gairy. These
elections were held at 2 time when, even though it was suspected that Gairy

was such a wide social spectrum of
Gairy on March 13, 1979,

Having successful}
_ Y launched the uprisi
number of initiatives from which fu o

is is not invariably the cag
officers and sub-offj .

‘ €N an exjsti
nially by foreign shareholders, b:g::lg .

i cal Newspaper, controlled
0 create ajamm ang discredit the

Pllb!islling false information
volution, and conttinued to do

Introduction

s0 after a warning, its further publication was suspended. When, subsequently,
arrangements were made for publication of a new newspaper, with financial
support from hostile elements abroad, that too was prohibited.

That a government serving the interests of the majority can be under-
mined and discredited by a campaign of media destabilisation has been
demonstrated conclusively in recent years. In Chile public opinion was
successfully mobilised against the progressive government of Salvador Allende
by persistent and deliberate misrepresentations of its actions and intentions
in that country’s leading newspaper £l Mercurio. An identical campaign was
waged in Jamaica against the government of Michael Manley by the Daily
Gleaner, which was equally successful. By prempt action the possibility of
similar tactics succeeding in Grenada was frustrated.

The Revolutionary regime did not need, and could not have asked for,
any higher form of legitimation that the support of the overwheiming
majority of the Grenadian people at home and abroad, which it received from
the very beginning. Nevertheless, within days of the triumphant insurrection
the revolutionary leaders were showing their concern for the institutional-
isation of the Revolution. Five days after the seizure of power, at a rally at
Queens Park, St George's, some 25,000 persons enthusiastically acclaimed
the announcement of the formation of the People’s Revolutionary Govern-
ment. On 25 March 1979, a package of ten fundamental People’s Laws were
Proclaimed and endorsed by popular acclamation at a rally at Seamoon in
the parish of St Andrew, attended by 15,000 people. These Laws, together
With 2 number of other Peaple’s Laws prociaimed over the course of the next
few days, suspended the existing Constitution (though 21 of its I clauses
Were subsequently revived) and prescribed a provisional governmental struc-
ture and system of enacting legislation. .

In addition to this formal provisional structure, what might be described
% an informal structure for public participation in the affairs of government
as developed under the leadership of the NJM. Initiaily this consist‘ed of
Parish Councils’ in each of the main island’s six parishes and in Carriacou,
Which everyone was encouraged to attend and to which the annual budgfet
and all important new legislation was submitted for explanation .'_md dis-
Cussion before approval by the Cabinet. Where these Parish Councﬂf were
foung o be too large and unwieldy they were sub-divided into‘Zn_)nal
C_°““Cils’ and a plan for a further sub-division of some Zonal Councils m!:o
¥illage councils was being considered. In addition, there were Parish Counf:lls
*Pecifically for workers and for women, and there were the mass organisa-
tons — the National Women’s Organisation (claiming 7,000 members and
170 local branches), the National Youth Organisation (claiming 9,000
Members and 100 local branches), the trade unions affiliated to the Trade

Mon Council and the Productive Farmers’ Union for the small independent
Atmers. The budget and ali important new laws being proposed were also
Submitteq foy discussion in these forums. Through these structures it would
init Ubtedly be true to say that a larger percentage of the population :rnas

lally drawn into participation in the affairs of government than in any

oy .
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other country in the English-speaking Caribbean area.

!n June 1983 the appointment of a Commission to draft a new consti-
tution to complete the process of formal institutionalisation of the
Revolution was announced, This consisted of three lawyers (in whose number
1 had the honour to be included) and two representatives of the mass organ-

Isations. The Commission was required to ob i idi inci
] : se
including the following: ! FYe Sertain guiding principles

The widest possible Participation by the people in the Country’s

decxsmn-making Process and the day-to-day administration of affairs
of the State and of matters

»

Introduction

Also of importance were the modern prefabricated housing plfint, the
emulsion plant and the stone crushing and asphalt plant, all of Whl(:‘]'l were
constructed with Cuban assistance and would have led to an expansion and
improvement of housing construction and road building. ’

Progress had also been made in obtaining new markets for the countr;;ls
traditional exports. Depressed world market prices for nutmegs had led to the
accumulation of considerable unsold stocks. The agreement of the Soviet
Government in 1983 to purchase approximately one quarter of the z.mnua;
production would have assisted Grenada to achieve a ;te?dy rt?ductu?n 0
accumulated stocks at reasonable prices. Other negotiations, 1ncl.ud1ng- }zll
proposal for dredging and modernising facilities.at the port. of Qrenvﬂl;: \fwt
Soviet assistance, were in progress when, following the US invasion, relations
with the USSR were terminated.

The establishment of the Marketing and National Import Board des;rvzs
special mention. This institution not only purchased locally grown (;ons-
stuffs for export and for the local retail trade, but was also used. als _am ?ts
of controlling and in some cases reducing the prices of qssentladllr_l;(pidsé
Fertiliser was imported for resale to farmers at reasonable prices, a(xi': : 5 se
cement for the building trade and cheaper {ice for wl?olesale an reeas b
tribution. Expansion of the MNIB by erection of refrigerated storatg‘ apm-
and other warechousing facilities was envisaged. The Goyerlnmer]l smdgu o
industrial plant for the canning of fruit juices and other agricuitural p
was another impressive development. .

Grenada’s egonomic growtrl)l was consistent throughout the {o;g;)(lij %r%%
Domestic Product rose in 1979 by 2.1%, in 1980 by 3.0%, "EICS6 5 mS;lli(.)n)
andin 1982 by a record 5.5%. In 1982 an unexpectedly large ( o . -
surplus in the Government’s recurrent Bevenue _and Expeﬂt;l :nr?lad begen
was partly the result of greater prosperity in the pr_lvate sector an had deen
expected, with the result that the anticipated income tax r
exceeded. - ]

Economic growth was achieved despite the hostility shc_)W::j b)tr tbhfis(i";ovt;lnd
ment of the USA. US hostility was an im.portant factor mf lslsic? alel Mganley
bfiﬂging ahout the defeat of the progressive governmeni 0. e o,
in Jamaica in 1980. Fortunately for Grenada, orll){J g };eaa;:ivi (})’ majcg)lr] o
part of its exports have traditionally gone to the f o]
prises in Grenada were owned by US citizens. So far .asd e comcemed,
Monetary Fund and the Banks whose assistance was req.uug e e ed
the PRG was a model client. It successfully balanced its 1u9 ng B e
to allocate only 3.7% of its foreign exchange earnings in

and repayment of its debts.*

¢ Plan for 1983 presented _by
* Report on the National Economy for 1982 and Bluggg Bl o e Tamaien

inister of Finance on 24 February, i ose (National
E:.?]l!t;l tcozz:c:;sil:llt:n ;;::oximately 27% of its foreign exchange for this purp

Economic Survey, 1982)

xvii
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Despite the commitment of the
economy and the fact that the
perity, there was no mistaking
state power was used to prote

PRG to the development ofg mixed
private sector was sharing in the relative pros-
the determination of the NJM to ensure that
¢t and advance the interests of the worktlers.
The commitment of the party and government to the protect?qn of worklng
class interests is indicated in the speech entitled ‘In the Spirit of _Butler-
It may also be helpful, by way of fllustration, to give some practical ex-

amples of how the workers benefited from the manner in which state power
was exercised,

Soon after the insurrectio
Commercial and Industria] Wo

fequired their reinstatement The em
deciding instead to close the factory.
Strated the impotence of the union,
to selected employees,

The workers responded b
production. The employer th
but this did ot happen. |
business under the

?

Perhaps he believed that, having demon-
he would be able to offer re-employment

worker’s rights,

rights were Tegarded as the Primary
Case, some of the workers were di
surrender contrg] of the factory,

€conomy, the pPRG did not consj
PIOpriation,

d, in this particular
they were required to
mitment to the mixed
umstances justified ex-

Sappointed that
ut, given it com
der that the cire

- But negotiations for

a .
Profitsharing glaee Stalemate whep (e empeny refused to include a

ch claugeg had by that t
of the major empiq , me been accepted by many
matters i“J dispmg ‘::rs and the upjop remained adamant, Al the other

'® agreed byt the Negotiationg broke down on this
Xviij

,.". ‘

Introduction

: al weeks. With no
pm}lfl‘e union called a strike which dragg;d Onugl)irclif\rllzrtified the comparﬁ
. . i then p wou
d in sight the union th ek the company wo
prospect of an accor hed within one we riate
. t reache . . da and approp
that if a settlement was no s business in Grenada o
ing abandoned its . icity on Radio Fre
be regarded a; h?:;;;i This notice was given full_ publlacsl Zlear- No doubt
Coon Would 1e ua e.was subtle but the meamngk:"rf1t the company got
Orenada, .Its a}lllgt h%id happened at the Coca Cola Pd 0;1 the profit-sharing
rﬁmembermg&]’v_tﬁm a week agreement had been reache
the message. Wi . sts
clause and work had been resumed. imary concern for the interes ”

Within the parameters allowed by its pn_rtr;] jfs mixed economy commit

ithi ) ing wi i con-

' the PRG, in keeping ut rendered it ¢
e W(t)rkﬂ;g ;I:S;itted the private sector to ;pelr;:]tgist:urbed in the hands
ment, not only inued, virtually ; b
. . e continued, with them by
Siderable asmstance-tﬁgzlgl;:e;;e MNIB successfllllly_ ggnﬁ:ffd their property
of he me;chtz;]!_l:; rice and cement. Only two mdl‘él ;ﬁm e Minister Sir Eric
porting ol l'th(;ut compensation - the depols]e were accused of having
exproprlateq v:; utyv Derek Knight — both of w Om_ official positicms. All
Galry andl:11§ :,gaitsll‘t corruptly and by abuse of zl:éf oroperty for put{lic
other gor pulsory. scqisitons of ey tatute, the Land Acquistion
otner com lonial sta s :
ied out under a co compensation.

purposes were carlrllje(]i1 required payment of market -Va}llu:tate power was used
Ordinance 1958, w eier limits on the extent to erucd by a former supporter
_ There we;‘e’hhow\rorker,s. When a group of pers onst Borg)z;nise them to grow
mfsulfp(;{t\?ol:nieon who was allegedly planning atORiver Antoine, the PRg
ol the Re : i lantation icultur.

. i, xport, seized a plant . But the Agricuitu
ganja (manjuana)lf‘); ebging returned to 1ts ownerse otiated the inclusion
insisted on_the ar‘; by a prominent NJM member, nt %vith the employer.
Workers Umm}’ 1el us)i: for the workers in its contfa(f roductive plantation
of a proﬁt-shalrmgfc tahe PRG’s helpful policy towar Bé’u glesdon, the largest

An example o : ber 1982 at ’ capital. the

in Decem ; ; t for capital, th

Oowners was what Of:cg;r;dwith an immediate req“”efl;l ?ﬁ plots an ared In
banana plantation. Fa ission to sub-divide and sell °1ained in the footnote
owners requested p:H'ths was refused for reasons exp e the required capital
excess of 100 acres. rmment assisted the owners to;::,sk which was in turn
below, but the Govea ment of a loan from the urchase a share in the
by guaranteeing rfi?)ny if the owners defaulted, to p

secured by an option,

ownership.

ite different.
ever, quite dif]
itude to non-productive land-owners was, how
The attitu

d could be made
100 acres of lan ds used
lisati no sale of more than tation of lands
* Under the Land U‘a‘bfat‘:i’;elnfe:‘ devised to discourage fra%mening thereby causing &
without penms;;?';hicheqmlsht then be used for subsistence farm
for export €0

line in export earnings. '
¢ XX
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Under the Land Utilisation Law 1981 the Minister of Agriculture was
empowered to take a compuisory lease of any agricultural land which was not

§ 4 state farm under the Grenada Farms Corporation
or to farmers willing to form a cooperative. )
Deserving of special mention are the achievements of the Revolution in

public health and education, referred to in this volume in the speeches entitled
‘Health For All’ and ‘Education is a Must”, But perhaps the greatest achieve-

US Hostility

F)n Qctober 25, 1983 the Government of the USA launched a massive
!nvaml:anlof Grenada, effectively destroying the Revolution and re-establishing
imperialist contrgl, Why was the mightiest imperialist power in the world so
concerned about the Grenada Revolution? Needless to say, the PRG’s
working class orientation ang i

in economic development would
their politica) representatives tion of private enterprise.
ze of Grenada and the negligible level of US

¢ islands, the US government could

with Cuba ansdg&vemmem would disapprove of relations being established

ocourred. oo Teatened thyt Grt’:nada’s tourist trade would suffer if this
urred. © IS an account of thjg encounter in this volume in the speech

entitled Nobody’s Backyarg’

The Reagan administratiop ; i

Ain terms ation in particylay sees the nationa) security of the

of its capacity 1o Comﬁol the policies of gther governments.
e best j

arkets and alternative sources
found which woy i
g;vell:pmem. Even the World Bapk had t(:) Ld
other countrieg in the reg;
Oth . on we ini
achieving considerable econoﬁic gro:;l'nsta%‘galg g g enads s

€agan’s advisers this was a
xx
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cau(s)if([:;af:lc‘;”?('} and again on March 23, 1983 Reagan informed th]f i?f;lcég
eople, in speeches broadcast nationwide, that Grena;la W?ls:lttinr ot
flationz;l security. The ridiculous nature of the suggestion tthzzlat theyPRG was
could threaten the mighty USA was overcome by al(liegmgd Cuba were falscly
an agent of the Soviet Union, on whose beh]albf (irena a an
be building an air base and a naval base. 983, if
al]eTgflgttct)he decisio:% to invade Greanda had been taken ?Kewgliar:r};tlion N
not before, is no longer in doubt if indeed it ever IVSSSI hor forces were
been well rehearsed during the NATO exercises in for that practice oper.
landed on Vieques lsland, Puerto cho.. The scenario or : 'nfry oo
ation coutd not have been more explicit: to QCCUPé’ %1 f]r;dga and the Grena-
island state called ‘Amber and the Anﬁ)j;lriesﬂgre;n a:czl replace its hostile
ines’ " ican citizens re : g
gi)lif?rrz;nési(‘g; oﬁgnfﬁghdly to the USA.! All that.rema;ned t;) ll:l(z i?jic:?fh\itﬁ
the timing of the invasion and possibly the crgatwr}tqs SOoTsible that Reagan
could be publicised as the immediate provocation. dl GF;enadian e to
and his advisers had intended to allow the Cuban an e o swve the US
complete the surfacing of the runway for the new airpo i in Grenada in
Government that expense. But the events which Ofcnit 0 b missed.
October 1983 provided too good an excuse and oppor UBngO the Grenadian
“rom Reagan's point of view the_kltlhng % M?)uncger 19 l:’1,983, was ideal.
Prime Minister, and several of his mln_lsters, on ctobeen (; matter not yet
Whatever the level of CIA participation may ha-v ¢ themselves had removed
clarified) it appeared that Grenadian revolutionaries e Grenadian
from the scene the national leader most‘capablle of 1ns_plrlalgo bosition (08
eople to resist, and of arousing the maximum mternatlor(li ng oatraged 10
%S pinvasion. C,aribbean public opinion iﬁibgf eor;' g??ll(t?ea; states felt con-
i obliging politicians in an i1 their own
:ih(ferioill?atﬂtlﬁfay coﬁld,g \Eithout forfeiting much POPmairtS;g;i ?:;5 The prime
ies, give the US Government the “figleaf’ cover it i tion of Eastern
. . e .
}(;‘a.ribbij-r;.-z :zre;g:imcElidglgii?ls;iprglaf;?ag;ﬁtors with US imperialism in the
nme 1 >

invade. Grenada’s Governor
' i i Government to inva _
o s US }}J)fotection’ aboard a warship, completed the

General, whe accepted US he day before the

invitati -dated to t
conspiracy by signing a letter of invitation back
invasion,

o
The Revolution: Destroyed from Within?

- o NIM
. . f opinion within the

; ubstantial differences of opinio dia to the
Thfre }rere’lilcr;ezatcc’;‘bzo?imued by the PRG: Sufg gesm:sf;?ottlll;nng]esome kind
as 1o the po s ultra-left grou a

thin the party an blishment ot

effre'(:ttt hatt tl&zir:li:;S “(;lr that some were opposed to the esta
of instant s ,
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maintenance of norm
that there were thos
of the Revolution an

al relations with other states (including th‘e US.A),. or
e who were opposed to the formal institutlonal_lsatlon
d the holding of elections under a new constitution are

records.

A characteristic feature of Party organisations based on the Leninist model
is their “democratic centralism’, a concept which, in the context of the events
which occurred in Grenada, deserves discussion. The democratic aspect of
this concept is that, at a] levels of the party, decisions should be taken after

full discussion in which all the participants enjoy equality of status and every-
be bound by majority decisi

he lower organisms of t
at by the higher organisms,

The highest organism is 5 meeting which represents the entire membership.
In most countries this would be a meeting of elected representatives of the

loca}l party organisations, but i 5 very small country, such as Grenada, the
entire membership attend

ed. In between sessions of the highest organism, the
governing body of the party is its Central Committee. The Central Committee
does much of its g its sub-committees. The principal
sub-committees of the olitical Bureau, which was responsible
for pqlicy, and the Organising Committee,
structure, designed to ensure equality of status in the decision making
Processes to all who haye been admitted to membership, does not however
detract from the degree of influence exerciged by leading members of the
party. Nor does jt Preclude the party from Projecting the personality of an
m(:mc:ual leader, should i decide to do so, Most political parties, whether or
?espoisr:ctt:r::}clie t;:p;i:fat}emmst model, haye considered it advisable, in

'ons of the public, to Project the personality of a

MOost capable of effecting
. _ ving the revolutionary
Gep it elasic enogy pitalist economy o 2 socialist economy. This con.
pt the POssibility hqy individuals whose social
88, eligible for membership
Tecognised the role of the
S::Vﬁttl:n the task of Organising the workers to
ess cons'in:ny eXamples of persons of middle-
Stency, have become genuine leaders
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Introduction

a
In th ntext of Grenada it is not difficult to see that dthe tl:IJNtlr,aZSers
King clas ty in a society in which small farmefs and pe fy‘t o
working class pﬁr g e earners, was in a vuinerable situation. I 1d .
outnu:.nbe‘red_t . \ytag and exen’lplary qualities of revolutionary Iee.l eri‘ﬂ};
0 maintain 1'ts uamd:nger that it would lose its position ofleadershipl:;then
;:I:Jghﬁ?;nah?l:ﬁswhole course of the revolutionary development wou
be changEd.. Bishop the NJM had a party leader who also admllr(a};lly fj::]ﬂ;?
In Mau;lce lts-ongl leader. By any standards he was a remarka f;d hi;
e ot na 1f ion from a comfortable middle-class backg{%u ‘r;itial
A lawyer by pro;:zertheless with the underprivileged masses. oevéme nt
Symp.athles v'verel which he had received from the Black Power m ovement
3?1?;1011391683;";11;:11 Sripened and matured during ‘the 197Qst0£1e ?11'2;): theory.
‘Ot “e tual basis as he familiarised him§ elf with M?in}{:'sm into a dedicated
Son o nd practice had combined to mould hi bility to arti-
Semlm?m’ Mt ssfe)ssed to an extraordinary degree the abili )c/) o artt
rz‘;olzt:j:;rrl); t;{: gt?jectives of the Revolution ::ind to&;l;p;;f ssilrlri‘ﬁe explan-
Cula . i ind and capa : .
ir:-ternailé;:dd rtilg:Ogilcl);ieHlsoant?rll)((it;:stlalr?dm(:md share his convictions. His
ation .
personality was magnetic. make decisions. I experienced this
Sometlimes Bisholp fe(zal::lI:(ji litrlgtlrl;fcftlilétrlzoin the performance E())filllny‘;;sggz:
gréil?fi(;im?-lr; \z};:;ribertli his style of 1eadershi}1: Of'tdlztpg:)ts);igise i?lffrmal con-
! X . : in the wi Y
T s i s o oo,
Suhali"tmsb:qst;li;l 1Fo‘r:(;his method; it is always bett:;rbt; I():;c;fl;iomji(segBut this
much to : ndamen . >
resolving differencels dwhéihsuz;r;lefl;?;nf;um discussion within theog?;r]n?:’ ‘LC:‘T,IE
works best as a prelude n alternative to it as appeats all too oft oouired
mittee structure, not a:a:' Also, when an urgent or early decision is CL " bl;
been the case in th? NJ hen the’ attempt to arrive at a c:onsensusi :;te =
there comes a_point hw‘nnanship involves know_mg_ when to term
zgsgggz‘;daire:(])‘])\?edoﬁtsatlanding differences by majority vote.

i '1 3 1983
!“ tes of the NJM Ceﬂtrﬂ.l Commlt + S€ptember
mu tee I 4 6 9

; tate party com-
. f making decisions infom@y out:lde é:ﬁtfﬁpéooprg; ittge mecting

1 That the practice :d l:vlas acknowledged by B'Shog :jmaas saying:

mittees had dstevzeéoligss the Minutes of whlg:r;e:g;t many key decisions of the party,

held on August 26, : hare the con

is to 8 i igher crgans'.
‘There is rca§or!able baﬂlgeen made informally outside of high B 3 1979, was
ifnot the majority, have t the seizure of power at 4 am on March 13, )
p

; idi ot the
1 The vital decision to att;;; four members entrusted with dec:dmi :::?;h:; :;::other)
taken on a mai"’ig ;:tlea'unched (Bishc?(,;goemaxfoggtr:), }\::sds:::lnded to their number.
i ion shoul ber ge $ ine th
:]esilrll;re::;:ally divided, ;m:i:: Tz?:ison resolved the deadlock in favour of launching the
b ; and Austin,
Voting with Coard

attack.

Sy sy aser S i s T —




In Nobody's Backyard

To place the events of 1983 in context it is necessary to app.remate that
whilst revolutionary Grenada was achieving reasonable economic pr?gIESS,
popular expectations were nevertheless running somewhat ahead of what W}E:S
being achieved. Despite the spectacular growth of the economy an_d the
reduction of unemployment from allegedly 49% of the adult popylatlon in
1979 to 14% at the end of 1982, the latter figure is still indicative of the
fact that many people were without work. Also, despite improvements in
wages and social services, the great majority were still enduring a very low
standard of living. Indeed, the NIM leaders themselves acknowledged t'hat
they were to blame for not emphasising sufficiently what a long slow climb
the ascent out of poverty would be and the fact that, while the foundations

for future Prosperity were being laid, a Jow standard of living would have to
be endured for a long time to come.

It is also important to appreciate that, inevitably, in such a small and
underdeveloped society, the level of efficiency was appallingly low. Thus,
the best laid schemes for improvement could easily fail to realise anticipated
results. The fact that the party is composed of the most dedj
aries who are willing to devote themselves to the servi
and to act in unity, is not in itself 4 Suarantee of succe
and inspire the masses will be seripug]
efficiently. Such a i

ce of the community
ss. Its capacity to lead
y impaired if it fails to operate
its members realisable

upon the extent t 1
their own hangs,

of time ang erlom assignments efficiently and
; € and energy, coyjg €Xpect promotion to the
& Categories of Party membergp; Wi !
. . . lt be
maintained, the membership of such f v h such figh standards to

' anguard party is inevitably small.

total membership of the NIM was iy 1

hadHachieved the qualification of full mtm]bearcst}nu;:1 "1 500, of whom about 65
Owever, although the actual mep, ip o i

type is small. this does not meay th ership of o vanguard party of this

‘ this does 3 it is undemocragic, | deed, if it is
observing Leninist pnnc1piesl correctly jt should pe more de;oecera’tic than
.I T8¢r parties which Tequire thg;

CIr members to do no more
of the 15
rank ang file

Members exerting little
XXiv
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rsin a
‘ol ing little more than followe o
. ty decisions and being . ises Leninist
or no l?ﬂ}fleﬁcif 021 Sa]regder" In a vanguard party Whlcl:ll:i gr:agtflsdecisions )
ga{ns.;es a?ct(i)ve participation in the making and exec
principles, ) o ] |
i hip. the interna
: relqmremlfmtogg;fgnbsé: 1287 the probtem of howI to mei:m];zmard Coard
n or abou - ted development. .
ici led to an unexpec NIM and of its sub-
efficiency of the party | Committee of the : X
; ber of the Centra ising Committee. As his
resigned as a mem o1 d the Organising . ¢
; | Bureau an : , al workings o
committees — the Political Bureau a faction with the intern k
i i do with his dissatista -15, 1982, to loo
triilg;:::;n tf;lidg:mml Comunittee met hf'mm gicrig?;; \lfjry interesting. They
. . he Minutes of this me t year to try and
into the whole matter. T I meetings over the past y :
ty had held several meetin nt had in fact been
§h(})7‘:’0\tf};atittshifpf;:rigncy but little or no improveme
im '
: kness
achieved. _— as a complaint about the slac
Am Coard’s reasons for resigning w bers to speak out frankly
f th oé‘g t}(;T Committee and the fajlurebof m?j?spoken on such occasions
ol the (en een o d
: . He had always had been suspecte
W}}:fln t}':llxngs nt?;l;e‘:;rizi remained silent.dA; a re:z(l:tl;ed of seeking power.
while other 1 in and been .
: i it the leadership a s hes with the Chairman
of seeking to discredit t rsonality clashes h
d to have pe d, would also have the
As he was not prepare ion This. he had argued, oht
i ided to resign. ? iticisms when they thou
(Bishop), he had deci ke their own cri _ i eriticisms
; to make voice their criticism
effect of forcing members longer be there to |
: he would no : 1d help them to develop.
something was wrong, as he lisation that this wou ¢ :
tionalisatio i Central Committee wen
for them. He offered the ra s resignation, the Ce ver
: . t Coard’s resignation fficiency. They collectively
Having decided to accep f improving their efficiency. ded to
. d means of imp d as a result, decide
assen ((iilsc}:ls's \:]::;e?:l‘:ive individual Perfoﬁma;(;ifts;;l Bureau and Central
assessed their from the itude to
embef . xt[emely bad atti
temove one veteran m f f political work, e ! : itude
i his ‘lack of p eois opportunist attitu
Committee because of_ - vidualism and petty bourg "
vidualism : from the other
study and deep seated uggmmittee also decided t(? 0051‘:':31 the reason why
to criticism’. But the the fact that Coard had res’lg":nt which was to cause
members of the partﬁ( d been removed — 2 concealm ths later. Throughout
the veteran memt;‘:;enat when it leaked olut_mnfh:lgét that he had resigned
a storm of resen ted in not disclosing t ) d havpened.? It
this period Coard ‘?o'flp?: his state functions as if n}?thinf%n!-l :0 lorfg? Working
and continued to dlSCblz fhat the secret was so well ;%oard L dio mot know
was, indeed, remarka occasions with both Bl_shop an . ieading members
closely on numerotusstm in the party leadership, ﬂaﬁa‘;":i)f this development.
that Coard was no ties in other countries iencies in the work of
ternal par he continuing deficiencies in
of any of the fraternal p: e months the : he morale of the
ng min have their effect on the
Over the followi M began to ha i asses.
the leading organs oﬁfgsebduthe quality of the part)é 5 ‘:(:]kcaomm(;gigt g‘:ﬂ o
party mem]bers1 ;nric aognised by all merr:lbzgl gfr:(l:ﬁl tf:; ;djnuges of meetings of
This was clear d up by reprodu

. Bishop.
be perhaps best i:’n{‘:::: of the NJM some of the conclusions stated by P
the Central Com
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e Q:lsti‘l;l (;C meeting on 26th August, 1983 Bishop is recorded as saying that
and ‘aerons SIISEEmept ... that we are faced with the threat of disintegration’
raise cfiticisa 0 with the analysis that comrades of the party are afraid to
on i indi:'r'!é. a]He feit that the Central Committee members ‘should reflect
akso think abi)u‘:: thztg;r;%ti?s and weatl)alwsses of all CC members’ and “should
I responsibilities of CC

an dA stt‘?; Tevels ~ this should be 1n wnting » comrades both at the party

e mee}mg of the Central Committee held in the middle of the follow-

L : _spoke even more frankly about the ineffici
ineffective Ieadershlp given to the masses by the party. Thol:;h ltﬁ:nlfd)i(nj?j

meetings, visj
decrease |

farmers and agricy

affairs, after f
. urther dj :
conclusions: scussion,

efer to the

S as ‘ve A mood among the

Bishop i:y rei:(;w' Summarising the state of
rded as drawing the following

* Min
utes of NJM Central Committee, August 26th,
1983
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Introduction

1. There is a state of deep crisis in the party and revolution.

2. The main reason for these weaknesses is the functioning of the CC.

3. The crisis has also become a major contributing factor to the crisis
in the country and the revolution and the low maood of the masses.

4. The crisis has also been compounded by the weakness in the material
base, electrical block cuts, bad roads, retrenchments and jobs as

an issue.

However, although in agreement with other members of the Central Com-
mittee concerning the low state of morale in the party and among the masses,
and willing to concede that the main reason for these weaknesses was the
inefficient functioning of and poor leadership given by the Central Committee
itself, Bishop was uneasy at this meeting when he heard the solution proposed
by a member of the Committee, a solution which a substantial majority of
the Committee favoured.

This proposal, put forward by Liam James, was premised on a criticism of
the quality of the leadership which Maurice Bishop himself was providing as
sole leader of the Party and Chairman of the Central Committee, and its two
main sub-committees: the Political Bureau and the Organising Committee.

James is recorded as saying:

The most fundamental problem is the quality of leadership of the
Central Committee and the party provided by Cde. Maurice Bishop.
In his view the Cde has great strength, his ability to inspire and develop
cdes, his ability to raise the regional and internatior)al respect for the
party and the revolution; he has the charisma to build the confidence
of the people both in and out of the country and to put forward clearly
the positions of the party. Today these strengths alone cannot put the

party any further in this period. The qualities he lacks is what is needed
to push the revelution forward at this time.

James went on to list the qualities he felt that Bishop lacked:

1. A Leninist level of organisation and discipline;
2 Great depth in ideological cla.rity;
3. Briliiance in strategy and tactics.

cussion sparked off by these criticisms seems to have come as quite

The dis Bishop. No one had hitherto criticised him personaily,

a surprise to Maurice . -
P oard, and Coard was no longer on the Committee. Following

fﬁseigg e;.z;d ]Sy James, no le§s than 9 others_ of the 13 members present
{there were 17 Central Committee members m_September 1983] voiced
similar criticisms. Basically, w?lat they were saying 'amc?unted to tl‘lis: the
comrade leader is an outstanc_hngly gt_)od mob;hser,v inspirer and ?xrtlculator
but he is 2 poor organiser. Unison Whiteman, the Minister of Foreign Affairs

(who had himself been criticised at the meeting in October 1982) is recorded
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a5 putting it in this way:

... the weaknesses i
mention[ed] of the Cde. leader are correct. Since

BiShOp’s reaction t

esting: 0 these criticisms, as recorded

in the Minutes, is inter-

quate legd i i
copaed severl pro : adership to bodies.
lln.lty at S ;SP:mally the style that entails

AN result in bluntin

_ g class
k;?fi of relationship with Cdes.
hipm:. He'also questioned his
» € said that there is not

sion, Too m
uch decisj
affect colloatiyy 1o 1€ taken by

keep a certain
at it used to be

Bi
be overcome: ishop Put forwy

pl'()blems couid
1d some j
ideas as to h
ow the

» Monitg
countability Orked out i trvand push produc-
, and ¢ his regard. Develop

0 revie
. W constant feedback from

Introduction

annels of communication with them.
ess by members,

on the reration-
n the CC and set

the membership and to ensure ch
The CC must do a constant evaluation of the progr
receive reports from the OC [Organising Committee]
alisation of the work, prioritise the work of Cdes. ©
targets to be achieved on a weekly monthly and yearly basis.

As the debate procecded, however, it became clear that what James had
problems created by the

in mind was a far more fundamental solution to the
leader’s generally acknowledged weaknesses. James’ proposal went further
than simply helping Bishop to overcome these weaknesses. What he proposed
was joint feadership of the party:
Cde. James . . . proposed a modle [model] of joint leadership, marrying
the strengths of Cdes. Bishop and Coard. He went on to define the
responsibilities of the two cdes.

Cde. Maurice Bishop
(i) Direct work among the masses, foct
(ii) Particular attention to the organs o
class, youth masses, visits to urban an
(iii) Militia mobilisation;
(iv) Regional and International work.

5 onpr oduction and propaganda;
f popular democracy, working
d rural work places;

Cde, Bernard Coard
(i) Party organisation work;
Chairman of the OC [Orga
(ii) Party organisational development

(iii) Strategy and tactics.

nising Committee];
and formation of cdes.;

all proposals and decisions sought by
monthly, chaired by Cde. Maurice
ed by Cde. Bernard Coard.
to the CC for review. The

The CC must discuss and ratify
the Cdes, CC meetings must be ‘
Bishop. PB [Political Bureaul weekly chair
The both Cdes. will write quarterly reports

membership must be told of this decision.

i i al was confined to the
' de it clear that his proposa; Wi
Later in the debate James ma ¢ involve alteration in the state func-

i ) did no
internal working of the Party;igop will be Prime Minister and Commander

ti [ . .
E:IOT(ljShiofftl;le co_rlrllrafi es-alf?jf)cuments of the CC’. He made the further point
that h: ;va: n\;qt pilci;losing at Coard’s authority in the areas of strategy and

tactics should be unlimited:

n that

will ch. '
discuss and ratify

he will decide strategy and tactics all by him-
air all comimissions to determine strategy and

this does not me2
all proposals brought forward .. .

self. However, he
tactics. The CC will
f the party was a novel one. Everyone

eadership 0
fficient and organised member of the

ioint |
This proposal for joint
recognised that Coard was the most €
xxix
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party and welcomed the idea that he should be required to return to the Central
Committee and its principal sub-commit tees. But the suggestion of joint leader-
§hip instead of sole leadership did not have unanimous approval at this meet-
ing of the Central Committee. George Louison, the Minister of Agriculture,
heat_edly opposed it. Whiteman had reservations. So too, obviously, did Bishop.
It_ did, ,however, have the approval of 2 substantial majority of those present.
Bishop’s cautious reactions indicate fears on his part that the comrades had
lost confidence in him. He acknowledged that

The party must utilise all strengths and talents of Cdes. in the party . . .
He has never ‘had any problem with sharing power, or even a bad atti-
tude to criticisms. He had worked very well with Cde. Bernard over the
ey share a lot of policy decisions, they both
he NJM proclaimed in 1973 and published in
Tess enditement lindictment] of Gairy.* He

wanting to grab power,t he had defended him. His position is that he

or [neither he nor?} anybody has the right to be leader for life, he

favours Cooperation over iti
competition. He feels that B
back to the PB because of his skilis a o e ams

Bishop went o revolution.”
nto :
a clear note pf consége The Ormulation of Cdes criticisms have indicated
nee” and that ‘he Cannot inspire the masses when he

of his comrades.’

This last feaction cauged Considerable ¢

member expresseq this in the f,

isquiet i .
ollowing way: Squiet in the Committee. Ope
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Introduction

enough to do so before. This frankness is critical for the devel.opment
of an ML [Marxist-Leninist] party. It will be sad if the meeting con-
cluded that this was a vote of no confidence. This was done in the
interest of the party and revolution, what we are solving here is a prob-
lem that we experienced for years.

Another member said: ‘the meeting was one of unprecedented frankness and
boldness by all Cdes., it was done through the spirit of great love for the
revolution and Cde. Leader.’ _

There is, however, no avoiding the conclusion, after studying the Minutes,
that Bishop’s initial reaction to the proposal for joint Ieader‘ship was one of
resentment and suspicion. But that was not how the Committee saw tmngs.
When the vote was finally taken as to whether or not to a@opt the joint
leadership proposal, nine members voted in favour, one (Lqmson) opposed
and three abstained. Those abstaining were Bishop and Whiteman and algo
Hudson Austin, General of the Army, who gave the fact that he had co.mfa in
late and missed the greater part of the discussion as his reason for abstaining.

Following the vote, which was taken on September 16, one of the
members proposed that they take a break ansl ‘a:sk Cde. Coard to come to
the meeting for the decision to be put to him’. Bishop opposed this, as _the
Minutes record, ‘because of the fact that he has to make a perspnal. reflection
on the issue.” He proposed that the CC meet with Cde. Coard in his abs.ence.
He suggested that the CC meet Cde. Berr}ard tomorrow while he will be
leaving for St Kitts’ [independence celebrations] . In answer to.the arngent
that it was important for both of them to be present, Bishop sgld th_at ba.sed
on his personal position to sit down with Coard for ,produc;tn-fe dlscus.m.on,
it will have no usefulness, it will be counter-productive.” He said it was critical
for him to know ‘Bernard’s position’ (how Bernard felt about the prolfo_sal).
“This will even help him in his own reflection’. The Minutes record that _Slster
Phyllis Coard* then questioned what will the (iC ;gy St;)e gde. Bernard in the
a . Bishop’ . This, however, was not addressed.

bs%rlll(;eC(:)frr(l:r?:i’ttE::sadjgurned untii the foll‘o_wing day, as Bishop had_suggested.
to ascertain Coard’s response to the decision. In the light of persistent alle-
gations in the media and elsewhere that there was a struggle by a group led
by Coard to obtain control of the party, Coar-d.s reactions to the proposal
are of the utmost interest. Informed of the decision of the previous day, the

Minutes record that Bernard Coard raised four points:
1. He would like to see the minutes of the meeting.

2. The position of those opposed or abstain and what are the reasons.
3. Were other options examine[d], what were these options and why

were they rejected.

* Bernard Coard’s wife who in her own right was a member of the Central Committee.
rnar
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4. Why was not this meeting schedule[d] so that Cde. Bishop could
be present,
Having heard what

the members present had to say about the proceeding
of the past three days,

the Minutes record that Coard:

eVeryone was dep i
the economy . . . e
undermine the C

rything, especially in the area of
said he had detected 4 feeling of wanting him fo
omrade Leader's position. He would nof like (o retur
PB, any tagks given to him he will do it. He even used

the formation of the OC [Organising Committee].
» dtrachan ang himself was accus

. ed for organising another
seat of powerlm the party . .. He Was seriously affected by the accus
?)T.(l:on of wanting 1o Undermine the leadership so he resigned from the

not thinking, therefore the
-« - [If] he was an ordinary
the Cde. leader years ago. Because of
¥ leader ang the extent that Cdes. will think that

* ‘Mannery used ;
| . U asaverbmthis“,a . )
Jamaicy, meaning to discipline Someone __y, is an eXpression, o

iginat] ised in
to put them under m Tiginally popularise

anneys,
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‘k oun its
! to go back v
The Central Committee, however. showed no disposition to g

. Ly seting of the full
decision of the previous dayv. On September 25, WT'%. :‘:-]:1::;11 (L'nnunittcc'n
members of the NJM was comvencd to "‘”Nda,f;;\hnp who said e had
decision. The meeting got oft 1o a had start h"'cf“hf;d -(‘l)a;d, too, expressed
fot completed his reflections, was reluctant to atter ”'":w Eventually. how-
s own reluctance to be present if Bishop w us.t\]mt‘ hnth. they both arrived
aver, the members having required the attendance © e
and the meeting proceeded. i a5 the

At this meeglilng of full members nll_f\L‘l“c”“‘h‘u‘q;; l:: the Central Com-
leadership. which had been so exhaustively di'-s%-m.‘[cd in the discussion but
mittee, was debated all over again. Bishqp purli‘t 1p.ia“cr nad been amicably
Coard refrained from speaking until a.Hcr the .m ssolution approving the
'solved. At the end of 15 hours ni. dchatc'.(ljn“-ted‘ Only two members
Proposal for joint leadership was unanimously a t l(’ﬂ_ the country): George
of the Central Committee had been absent (ou ember who had voted in

uison who had voted against it and anm‘her n]this meeting:
favour. The Minutes record an emotional ending to

proposal for joint

. k.
Bishop to spea
The members then called on Cdes, Coard and Bi

: in the
av is indeed a historic day 1“; S
. mard Coard said that today 15 in eetings he attende
lifeC(cj:f3 tl?: p:rty (applause). He said t-hat t:i;cgezuse unlike the pas;
e e WA By forward for building the party and el
reaso.ned.pc?smom on tl . ‘Marxist-Leninist party- B et seem not
forming it into 2 gepuin ould be silent in FC .mee be built. However,
pas}t] mos:i ee me:zfertsh:party and revolution 18 to
to have ideas on ho

in his opinion
. : H rence . .
now he witness a qualitative diffe

th . He Sald tha !
h¢ i the. h ts.
f m both th 1T head.s and he]r
ers have SpOkBl‘l 0 [ ir hear S I

; the
mmitment by
i tual
. nd it show is for the even
words have been EI;C(;; :ocialism and }11a)t( :h:u:;i ative lift has taken
members to strug a

. eated t ) he is deeply
building of communism. He re:ng the membership, thus

ism
am . alism and communi
e om the CC & we:L;S of building SOCIZ]Lde put every ounce of
(spplaae). H t{led :3 to the pasty that T ¥nows that Cde. Bishop
(applause). He pledsg

and that he ether with
effort in building the proczsshe had known and work tog

. i d the
ai i rty, revolution an

would do the same. H]:e; both owe it to the p;isibll(e to build the revo-
Cde. Bishop and that t ple to do all that 1s po

- N . peo . A t
Grenadian working . Bishop said tha

ion (applause)- braces Cde. Coard. Cde hear the views
lution igp'phop stands and em to the GM and stay and he

Cde. Bis

i ome PSR ion would not
it was correct for him to ¢ t reflecting in isolatio

. id tha . . ided
embersiP- He. s would have seen things in a lops
of the party ™ + for him since he
rec
have been €0

lysis and
the entire GM had accepted .thedCtC :1?: éM that
nner. He said that satisfied his concem. He admitted to
ma . )
. s d this has
decision ancé ’ .
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his response to the CC criticism and decision was petit bourgeois. He
said that the GM has rammed home that the criticism was correct and

80 too was the decision. He said, ‘I sincerely accept the criticism and
will fulfil the decision in practice’.

Cde. Bishop went on to sa

going through his mind. He s
that he had not shown confi
now behind his back, He sai

aid that he agreed with Cde. Moses Jeffrey
dence in the party. But all these things are

to use the criticism positive
build a Marxist-Leninist Pa
communism. He pledged t
erode his petit bo

ly and march along with the entire party to
rty that can lead the people to socialism and
O the party that he would do everything to

d and joint leadership would help push the
d (applause).

OpP’s speech the entire GM broke into singing
embers filed past to embrace Cdes. Bishop

Party and revolution forwar
At the end of Cde. Bish

the Internationale and m
and Coard.

behind him a happy band of party members, confj

their way 1o solving every difficulty,
confidence of the masses.

However, not many days ware tq
Committee still in Grenada began to 5
Whilst he was out of G
accepting joint leadership ap

exactly it was that brought ab
All that can be i

dent that they were weil on
reviving morale and regaining the entire
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heads and rally them to his support.* But what appeas to haye eqraged ﬁhg
membership of the party was the disclosure of the bizarre tactics Bishop ha
decided to employ. This plan, which had begun to be put into _effect on
October 12, was disclosed by one of Bishop’s two personal security guards
ad relied in part to put it in motion.
up(;?}u?:h;?u?i:;] guard had I;iven a statement to his §uperiors to the effgct
that Bishop had informed him that Bernard and Phylhs coard were.plottugg
to kill him (Bishop). Bishop, he said, had given instructions for a list to g
drawn up of persons to be informed of this plot and had personally approve
the list. This, the security guard now repeated orally on October 13, in
i ’ e, to all the members of the party.
BiS]’(l)(;p (?)gtr(f;‘:rrlclz word was in circulation concerning the all.eged plot. One
immediate effect had been that a group of persons, Igd by an insurance agent
from the St Paul’s district where Bishop’s mother lived, collec.;ted ﬁ_re_arms
at the local Militia headquarters and set off to defen.d the Prme I\/hmsterci
Having been alerted by the security guard, the security forces‘ 1nter<:epte;I
them. The other security guard was also taken into custody and mtejrrogateh.
Whatever the merits or demerits of the decision to seek a reopening ofl' t]e
decision of September 25, the spreading of such a rumour was a p:li-rftlcufatrh 3‘;
desperate and dangerous course which could h_av‘e .endangered the life o :
man chosen by the party members to be thei‘r joint le:%der. At thgblj?‘:e 1fr(1)§
of party members on the night of October 13 Bishop denied M:S;_)ons}l1 13/the
the rumour, speaking at length in his own dgfence. But having e}:lzrl _
evidence given to the meeting by the security gu_ard, the overw en}gu;l%
majority of the members believed that Bishop was guilty. On that s.al;:e ni
(not on October 12 as has been suggested by some persons) Bis ?pthwogz
placed under house arrest. Though tl!e ove:r\;r«helrmngd11;3]0113/1 f:0 s
present had applauded demands that Bishop be expelle_ rom party,
final decision on the matter was left to the Cen.tral Committee. ot
Over the next few days the Central Committee, no doubt consclous;omise
upsurge of mass support for Bishop, endeavoured to‘work out a :OTuictions
with him whereby he would have resumed the exercise of his state nctions
and remained a member of the party. Four membf{rs of the Ct?mml"[rinidad
with him directly and at their request a trade union le'ader rhqm [rinida
came to Grenada to act as a conciliator. But up to.the time of 1slr9e ei; hoy
a crowd led by Whiteman and others, on the morning of Octoberl “:hj(jl h;;
had not given his answer to the proposals put to him, proposals

* In 1966 Mao Tse-tung, the revered leader of the Chinese Party, latinched th;. fo“-(r:;:liiehd
‘cultural revolution’. The youth masses were encouraged to form ‘red gl:iarh:miliated,
with Army support in many areas, physica}ly removed from OfﬁCl:: an f the patey
persons in authority. In this way the authority of'thc Central Committee o p
was destroyed and for a time Mao was able to exercise personal control.
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had told t,he Trinidad intermediary he would ‘sleep on".*
B}shop § release from houge arres '

extent the American Central Intell;
1 ence A
leading up to the killing of Bishop isgnot yet

nts had a hand in the events leading to Bishop's

Ut at what level jt js djf i '
alleged . . : 1t is difficult to determine. It is
ged that the shots which killed Bishop, and others who died with him,

{'er_naill'ls that the revop, Sponsibility may lie for Bishop’s death, the fact
the stage for the imper-
t an acceptable solution

o1 and leadership of the party should

jomnt leadership, e the party's decision on

democratic ¢ -

entralism IS e
iori : 1 3
smoosority decisions et ple commitied ¢
ment and resent ot he or she

able. But ¢ . ment of par me !
situat he MHIJSISt approach “‘-quiregyh mberg 18,
on be taken intq account that all the ¢

One aspect of i
the situation_ yp:
» Wh
o have taken sufficiently ingo alc(:I(;:ll:nttl‘leiscflil ttral om
* at such

Very party member to
agreed with them. The
therefore, understand-
) fCumstances of a given
Mittee does not appear
Wwas Bishop’s popularity

* Many per

of both geimwo;sah“l;ecasked Why, since [ paq Worked ciosely with

assist.ip the PfOC::sdot;a:oL]::i[fai?é;de;;:

o Overttc; kill him, Tpq may i!:av;sgop’ of persons who were
™ the decision of the Pattl:.ated the suspicion that
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and personal influence that if he would not abide by the party’s decision and
was determined to take the matter to the masses, the masses would support
him rather than the party. Given Bishop’s determination not to implement
the joint leadership decision, the prudent course for the Central Committee
to adopt, their disappointment and resentment notwithstanding, was to ex-
plore other options for improving the structure and quality of the leadership
of the party until a compromise formula had been found which both Bishop
and other members of the Central Committee could accept. There was no
sensible alternative. Any other course was bound to bring the party into
conflict with the masses.

Bishop’s position in Grenada was pivotal. His popularity with both the
workers and the masses of the peasantry and petty bourgeois elements
generally, and his capacity to articulate the aims of the Revolution and
inspire popular co-operation was one of the factors which ensured that the
Revolution could survive and move forward under the leadership of the
NJM. But without the guidance of a vanguard Marxist-Leninist party the
leading role of the working class in the revolutionary process could not have
been maintained. These two complementary elements were essential for
ensuring that petty bourgevis influences did not become predominant and
divert the Revolution away from the ultimate objective of establishing a
socialist society.

An aspect of the Grenada situation to which insufficient consideration
has been given is what would have happened if Bishop had succeeded in
rousing the masses against the Central Committee and the party, and had
established personal control. Without the support of the party he would have
had to rely heavily on the support of petty bourgeois elements. Without a
Marxist-Leninist party to guide and lead the Revolution what orientation
would it have taken? However sincerely Bishop may have believed that the
survival of the Revolution depended on his maintaining his position as sole
top leader, would it not, without the guidance and direction of a Marxist-
Leninist party, have lost its working-class socialist orientation? Did Bishop
take this problem into account when he decided to defy and, if necessary,
destroy the party? And did the other members of the Central Committee
dppreciate the danger that failure to reach agreement with Bishop would ha}fe
the effect of putting the party in conflict with the masses and destroying its
Capacity to keep the Revolution on course? Whichever way we lock at the
Matter, the conclusion is inescapable that the revolutionary leaders, from
Bishop downwards, displayed deplorable immaturity in failing to resolve
their disagreement and preserve the unity of the party. Had they done so,
they could have united the overwhelming majority of Grenadians to defend
their country and the Revolution against any imperialist attack.

We have already discussed the preparations which the Government of the
US had been making for the invasion of Grenada. There was al\:vay’s the
possibility that, if no other excuse was available, a ‘Gulf of Tpnkmg type
of incident would have been fabricated to justify an attack. President Reagan
was obviously looking for an opportunity to win a victory somewhere after the
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succession of failures of US foreign policy from the Vietnam war onwards.
As the forces were so unevenly matched, it would not have been possible for
the people of Grenada to defeat the invaders, But had they faced a united
people they would certainly have paid more dearly for their victory and the

burping hatred of the people for the invaders would have made their occu-
pation difficult.

Psychological Warfare Since the Invasion

A part.mular]y (?dious aspect of the US invasion, which has so far received less
1attgntlon than it deserves, is the presence and continuing work of the Psycho-
l:)g(;ca] Wa{fare Depa_rtment of the US Armed Forces. These brain-washers
h.at gs;'flnbl_lsh.ed their headquarters at Marryshow House, a building of
M:zronsc;l mg}:{uﬁcanf:e for the peoples of the English-speaking Caribbean area.

Tyshow House is the former home of the late T.A. Marryshow, an out-

n?ﬁona]ism. For some years it has been i
(p)re:g?c Extfra-hMural Department of the University of the West Indies. The
of & gr::a(: “t]e:tselﬁngessm:lal deceivers within its walls defiled the memory
an patriot, T ; ; : . .
thefr to leave until Janual'r))' 1984, he University did not succeed in getting
ringi '
achje\im:::: laiﬁkdzzilg;ef;: rt:e Psy_‘:hC'lOgical Warfare unit is to distort the
suade the people that they have beilrjltatmn o the Grenada Revolution and per

revive the feelings of inferr. s liberated from oppression. Their aim is to

1 use as the headquarters in Grenada

Introduction

lead people to conclude that the Grenada Revolution was a negative exper-
ience, or at least a mistake, which should never again be attempted. The
discrediting of Marxist-Leninist ideas is their most important but not their
only objective. They are also hoping to create a state of mental, and con-
sequently physical, resignation to the domination of the region by imperialism.
The imperialists and their agents are aware that there would have been no
revolution in Grenada had there been no disciplined Marxist-Leninist
vanguard to organise and lead the insurrection and therefore guide and inspire
the revolutionary developments. They are equally well aware that a renewal
of the revolutionary struggle will not occur unless this vanguard, shattered by
the invasion and the military occupation, is able to regroup and reorganise.
That is why the destruction of the NJM and the adoption of measures to frus-
trate its revival have been given such high priority, and why most of the full
members of the NJM are being held in prison. It also explains why every
effort is being made to prevent those in prison from being adequately repre-
sented legally, with the expectation that the judicial process can be used to
physically eliminate them or at least secure their permanent incarceration.

The Task Ahead

The task of reviving and reorganising the NJM as a Marxist- Leninist party will
not be an easy one. There will be other difficulties in addition to those
created by the military occupation and the incarceration of the majority of
the full members. The first of these difficulties arises from the fact that
during the four and a half years of the Revolution the NJM did not do
sufficient political education among the masses, explaining the leading role
of the working class in the anti-imperialist struggle and the need for a Marxist-
Leninist vanguard party. Nor did they sufficiently widen the mf_:mbership
base of the party.* The second difficulty, increased by the first, is that the
present atmosphere in Grenada favours the growth of opportunism.

Marx, Engels and Lenin often found it necessary to combat the emergence
of opportunist tendencies within the working-class movement. Lenin defined
opportunism as a sacrificing of the fundamental interests of the masses to the
temporary interests of an insignificant minority of the workers and the
interests of the petty bourgeois politicians. The fundamental interests of ‘the
masses in Grenada lie in the direction of a renewal of the struggle against
imperialist domination and concretely against US occupation and inﬂuer!ce.

The highest expression of opportunism is already evident in the promises
ow being made by a number of political aspirants that, if elected, they will
offer the US Government whatever facilities it may require in the way of
military bases. Politicians who would offer such facilities can easily b'e
€Xposed as servants or would-be servants of imperialism and betrayers of' t!lexr
country’s sovereignty. What is not so clearly understood is that politicians
whose consciences would never permit them to consciously surrender. their
country’s sovereignty, may nevertheless be tempted to pursue a less obviously
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opportunistic course, Qne
either explicitly or by implication, of Marxism-Leninism and an attempt to

accustomed to {ong before the Revolution.
The argument would not be over the

should be contested. A Marxist-Leni
elections in the 8

question of whether or not elections
nist revolutionary party contests
aMe way as a social-democratic non-revolutionary party,

f the workers and other m

ass struggles. But a disciplined
Party based on Marxist- £8

Leninist principles is able to evaluate the situation
m}lld know when the time is ripe to 80 over to alternative forms of struggle;
when to lead the magges forward to the revolutionary seizure of power.
Arguments in favour of pursuing the opportunistic course of substituting
2 socia] democ‘ratic, purely electoral, type of party for the NJM and re
Pudiating Mamsm-Leninism, are that in thig way the hostility of the US

Govemment and the occupatiop, forces might be avoided, and that such 2
Party might €scape the adverse ef

fects of the current wave of anti-communist

E:rfl?:gearlsll?g I;i‘rigns;ho found the high standards of discipline required for
disciplined ve, ed M irksome, or who never understood the need for a
en these sugm::s é’aﬂy, will find these arguments particularly attractive.
apparent that ti])l]; t:1eadvamag"fs_are analysed, however, it soon becomes
and peasant. o Y are such as wij) accrue to politicians, not to the worker
55es. Poverty ang unemployment will continue to be the

Scourge of the magses untj . .
ntil there is 4 revolutj i f society.
The fundamenty] interests of gho 10nary restructuring o

masses therefore lie in th diest possible
Tecovery ang req; : ie in the spee :
party. ganksation of the Njy a3 3 Marxist-Leninist revolutionary

English-speaking Caribbean area has
happened in Grenada in and after

:ngtclxll:, r::zﬁ;?:ique, Nicaragyy and els
na L :
o - Alg Bains jn Cuba, v;

omtemporary period in Ethiopia
ewhere, the steady consolidation
etnam, Laos, Kampuchea, Yemen,
tia, _ am, ) p ,
and the oghe lonm::ri the EVeT increasing strength and capacity of the
e ultimay eg y establlsh‘ed Socialist societies, give a sufficient
could rob mankiy efeat of Imp

¢rialism. Only 2 nuciear holocaust

. PIOsperous ang
anti-co | Peaceful futyre,
ansenal of the ; .ahsmf""“m Propagan

y a8 | . . the

o deg Y lmpefl - thei;: °°ﬂVenti0na;n a'(;l;lt;::lsft:ﬁ:gc]:za:lugeu:)ver-
thispzomem by glci’;sl§tent Popular education. To endeavour
Y Tepudiy B ADSM- Lenin DE on to the anti-communist bandwagon,
integrity inio Question. T, en""”“ or by TeMaining silept is to call one’s
2age in sych unprincipled cor; duct would be &8
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insult to the memory of Maurice Bishop and a repudiation of the tremendqus
contribution he has made to the struggles of the Caribbean pleoples. Thg life
and work of Maurice Bishop, his human frailties notwithstanding, was guided
inspired by Marxism-Leninism.

andTil?:p]l?;rc?lclh;fiks of Russia did not furl their revolutionary banners .and
adopt a course of opportunism following the defeat of the .1905 Revolutlog.
Fidel Castro and his comrades did not give up the revolutionary stru,c:_',lglfi in
Cuba when their attacks on the Moncada and Bayamo barralcks ?al ioltr}
1953 and many lives were lost. There are many other exampies o lr: o
tionaries who have regrouped their forces and renej.ved the struggle,
deterred by temporary reverses and confident of final wctqry. .

There are lessons to be learned from every revolutionary experience,
whether or not it has ended in defeat. The Paris Commune of 1871,
suppressed after the workers and their allies had f_leld state power for less ;lhan
three months, is a classic example. It was studied f:lose_ly by Mfirx, ;'v 1ose
writings on the subject enriched theoretical al_qd historical Stl_.ldle.s 0 ::t:sst»
struggles and the state. The Grenada Revolution, too, contal{lﬁ n('jndp:)O ant
lessons. If honestly and carefully recorded and analysed these wil a] our
understanding and improve our capacity to struggle more effectively aga
imperialism. _

l1)\/Izuilrice Bishop was, in many respects, a personiﬁc_auon Oj th(; Gregsf[isa
Revolution. His speeches, so much a part of the revo[.utlonary eve ogrrxawré
increase our understanding of its nature and accomphshlr?ents. His P(f; i
death in the fortieth year of his productive life is a tragic loss for l;enathe,
for the entire Caribbean area, for the Americas and for_ .the W'Olil'd{ ttrlltj e
memory and inspiration of his contributions to the anti-imperialist strugg
will live for ever.

Richard Hart
April 1984

1. A final rehearsal, in which airborne troops subsequen_tly usecsi in thé SiRw:jS;?n:f;:
involved, took place at Ephrata municipal airport, Washington tatf"s:e was 10 practise
week commencing September 23 1983, The object 'of this exerci i sy
capturing the airport and rescuing hostages on terrain very 5113;11131- }?reedom’ Latin
Cleveland Plain Dealer, September 1983, cited in Grenada, Whose '
American Bureau, London, 1984, p. 79. ) . his

2. During the period he was out of the Party lcadersl;h}p, Coard con_tlnu;t}nt;ngzréolljgde-
State functions as Deputy Prime Minister and Mmls.ttﬂ' of Plaﬁnl_i_lig], same mesting of
He also played a leading part in the Party’s educational wor ” EIT t he should con-
the Central Committee which accepted his resignation decide L a(including White.
duct an eight-week crash course in Marxism f:; leading comrades
™an and Austin} whose grasp of theory was weak. 1983, no

3. Latin American Newsletter's Caribbean Regional Report, l)_e;emb:{agcor?lmunist
doubt referring to the same remark, says Krisc{uk described Bishop a!

10 better than the men in Richmond Hill prison’. t

4 At a meeting of the Central Committee on September 30 1983,:;;31:;3(;‘;‘; t::s
Bishop had changed his mind had got back to Grenada, a prggg women from the
adopted to endeavour to recruit to membership of the Party the Party Support
NWO, 3-400 youths from the NYO and 4-500 workefsaf;"m ¢
Groups. Minutes NIM Central Committee, September 30 1983,
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Maurice Bishop Lives

Address by George Lamming at the Memorial Service for
Maurice Bishop and Colleagues at Trinity Cathedral, in
Trinidad, December 1983

It is the tragedy of a whole region which has brought us here.

The landscape of Grenada and its people are the immediate victims, the
arena and the symbol chosen for a unique experiment in murder. But all of
Us are now the casualties of the American invasion. The United States has a
long and consistently brutal record of arbitrary invasions within this hemis-
phere. But this is unique, since we, in the English speaking Caribbean, may
have been the first to facilitate that intention to invade by actual invitation.

We can share the panic and grief which a small gang of native military
killers inflicted, and which forced the people of Grenada to respond in-
stinctively to the American presence as a promise of relief, and to welcome
what they genuinely felt to be relief. But time, and their gradual recovery
from mourning may yet reveal that what appeared to be rescue will later be
experienced as a new form of colonial and racist subjugation. And Grenada
will respond again, as she has done in the past, from the deepest resources
of her pride and self-esteem. .

Those Caribbean leaders who now luxuriate in the applause of the American
aggressor will sooner or later become the targets of a different and more
devastating kind of scrutiny by the historians, the novelists, the poets and all
other intellectual and cultural workers from among their own people; men
and women for whom the name, Maurice Bishop, will blossom into one .of
the most fertilising symbols of creative expression in the culture and [?qlmcs
of this region. It is their judgement, not Mr Reagan’s, which will be .dt.:mswe.

It is to the credit of Trinidad and Tobago that its Prime Minister, Mr
George Chambers, has, throughout this tragic time, and in his quiet and
steadfast way, displayed a regional patriotism which can remain a mc_»del for
all who struggle for the political and cultural sovereignty of the Caribbean.
This gathering should have no reservation in recording their admiration and
their gratitude for the solitary battle he has fought on our behalf“ : the battle
'o hold this broken region together, and to defend its sovereignty at all
Costs.

It is my view that the late Dr Eric Williams would have taken t;xactly the
$ame principled stand. There is some evidence for this in his major addre§s
to the People’s National Movement on its 25th anniversary in 1981. He is
describing the character and the motives of those he calls ‘marauding sharks’,

1




i Aol o

et Lo v o

In Nobody's Back vard

and who ask to come to Our rescue in times of peace. | quote:

Five years tax holiday not en
enough. I will pull out of yo
give me, that, this and the

ough. ‘We offer you 10 years.” Still not
ur country and go next door, unless you
other. I need a guarantee of 99 years tax
4 guarantee as | got elsewhere on a strike-free holiday.
et clearance for 3] My expatriate personnel; all goods

must be duty-free, no with-holding tax etcetera, ctcetera . . |

This was Williams at his patriotic b
the way for the entrepreneurial sharks,

date, be jt i January or June, whatever the year, bears no
actual process of 3 People’s history: the st ruggle to transtf{’n
environment into 5 human worid” which their children will
in Trinidad you have been fighting that battle long before
Bar estates, in the Oilfields, among the most determined workers
in the public anq domestic servigeg of the land, this struggle has continued;
and 21 years after the formalities of Independence, j; Temains your continuing

assignment with destiny. And this is the point which enshrines the name,
Maurice Bishop,

The history of 5

est. Today, as before, the soldier clears

People’s culture js first and foremost the history of that
Process of labour op which such g culture is built; and a history of degraded
labour wi]| reflect itself in the

jf'hey Consume gpg are, in ¢

4 U, consumed b
Kh an ?ggres§|ve advertising ndustry hgg elev
our times: ‘T exig 15 to consyme, Id

dA_whole mode of Production
and its survivaj depends op multiplyj
' | plying acrogs t
armies of Wworking People who are seducge "
fume. | do o exist if 1 g

dney oy B Mot consume’,
and Bishop were the gifts of i i
OWN smal torners, 1o fight that pg ;generatlon st ut, from tei

hil
Lt simple thip, osoph

Y the barbarous appetites
ated into g philosophy of
O not exist if | go not consume.’

€ call capitaligt Tests on that philosophy

( face of the globe vast
d into the belief: to exist is to con-

88 are always the most difficult to achjeye, And we

Maurice Bishop Lives

; ith that
have failed, collectively, to make a deciswef aﬁd fundg;girlllt;l“l?}ifcalll( tﬁ: hanis
1 i ry
i cy which left us tenants of t eve . and
O}dofl?l(;r[iéa:stlg%: }¥ave humanised and made fruitful for hostile strangers; an
4]

i f habit, we call home. _ ) I truth
Whﬁhs,o?:l::zt(; isaas free as its poorest citizens. This was a fgnda;:silg; They
recognised and shared equally by Walter Rodney and Mat:flftd say, similar
were of the same generation, and had enjoyed, as youjon where these omm.

rivileges of education and social opportunity. Ina r::lgle ol o e
lﬁl ms of success were scarce and difficult to achieve, 0 yfmen and Wwomen
toethat minority kingdom which normally views the world o
from down below with habitual contempt. stitutions to create this division

It had always been the function of our institutions o L imetion of the
in the ranks of our society; and to ensure that thf: fgocla o
professional and technocratic classes would be to reinforce

ial divisi f labour and status. N ) making
Socglitdg:(ﬁ;; and Bishop gave the word, a mbition, ; EZE ‘ifxllr:u;;:igive way,
the central ambition of their lives a commitment to rgve ‘and qupervise the
with the tradition which had trained them tO'I'l?pp broke away; and they
intellectual enslavement of their own p‘?ople-h_ he);oul d so easily have be-
became subversive traitors to that tradition whic iy identify themselves as
stowed on them the blessings of those who proudly

ers. ; ir lives. They
afﬂll:e\i:fta(s:otrlll?sm;e;rayal which would ultimately COSI{ th;g%;&:ilrbelom they
had learnt to respect the world of men and womin l'rt:)eration of that world:
had learnt that their own freedom dependeq on t ed lwith the future of that
and that their personal destinies had Lolbe identitie
en from down below. ' ) ion has so far
offered to thi’s region. And that is why they remzimt}? w;.mmitted doad we
Bishop lives. And Creft, and Whiteman and all the
I ber today; they live. . istorian had sought to
en;flm(}f;ar?a a%:Vziltery Rodney, a political activist and hl(sjtci:l;l(l)lur had always
show that thc’)se Indians in that categor_y‘of lgflle';:;‘i;‘;s in 1886 and 42 in
Waged heroic struggle against that condltlonl( had made them equal

1888). This investment of labour and resistance struggle to liberate a
Pariners with their African brothers and sisters in taOf poverty, illitoracy,
People and a region from the imperial encirclemen f

- . - ; re and after
andngé;(;;anOrzg}[lt to help dismantle a tradition Whr;(;jh;asztfgge the funda-
Independence had used the device of race 1o obSCL:jr_t;: nd African workers
Mental unity which marred the destinies of dln loc ratic future for Guyana
through their common experience of labour. ,A, emf that historical fact, and
tho o sbove everything clse, on the brecobg:cliu::doexperienced as th;:] n;:s;t
is could be absor L e of all their
L:;c;]:tz:l]ts t\:'uhl;regg tth!::lii cdaily lives, the characteristic featur
Social relations.
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In Nobody’s Backyard

Difference in cultural herita
achievement. Indeed, this cultural differe

+0n formal oceasions, at the public rally, he spoke

directly, almost Spontaneously; and he spoke of a particular vision which
embraced the dead and

gave immediate inspiration to the living, especially
the youth of hjs country i

t every man learn 1o g some item of what the other needs, The curse
of unemploymen¢ which Bishop ang hjs colleagues had inherited really hurt;
and he shareg that pain

Publicly, by |

etting it be known what he could not
do. Inan address given iy, J tne 1982 |

€ said;

As ap honest, democratic and rev.
give Unproductive johg to our y
giving them jobs apd then watch
filt them Up again, anqg then decla
ployment, Nor do we have the ca
weekly dole of freenesgs to the unemployeq,

We can only honestly seek to solve une
t!le Context of €conomijc construction, of t

olutionary government, we cannot
nemployed simply for the sake of
them dig up holes in the road and
e that we have finished with unem-
Pacity to or the desire to serve out 2

mployment by seeing it in
he drive for greater produc-

€, not only with increase of produc-

~ the sole criteria of philistine economist;

0 opment had to do with the social
* 1€ process i which tho h lled upon

themselyeg ¢ L - those who were ca

Y had tg do.he OT8anising and dlrectmg agents of the work they

and hijs colleagyeg had reag,

o to rejoice at the popular response
+ Ihey saw
7 1 clear ¢ d ); sa People from

Many villages tae Sunday mornings
003 and daughy e, an ICI.IIVerts of accumulateq Sewerage. Grenada saw its
0ads and bridges, wagp and redecorate their walls.

4

Maurice Bishop Lives

itli in
It was a voluntary response which saved the country ‘mllllo_(rjls.oft(lll(;ila;sme
what would have been the cost of labour. As Maurice said in
address:

. itude
We saw the maroon coming alive again ml Grenada. A nc\\;hzlttlit::vo_
had developed towards work, Work changed its very nature as

i ising a truth
lution revealed its true meaning for L'lS. ... We were- realI::t Lgmites -
that was new to us, that work is a liberator, work is w ¢ nites U,
builds us, develops us and changes us. ... When our work is g

i spon-
us, only serving others who exploit and scorrll us, web fﬁg ;nrfeowdfvgﬂd,
de’ncy and frustration. But with work on our side we 11:1 e ol

world which will truly serve all workers of the world . . . ity
f‘Vhy we have to set out on this long process to §nsure ;hét er\:az e
one of our people can proudly say: ‘I am a bu;lge,r of Gre '
part of that fuel that will drive my country forward.

i afi
But he also had a capacity to admit failure. The seasonal cockfight we ¢

i n that level
elections does not easily allow a leader to speak to ;1115 C(());'lg::gr.oFOl' to con-
of candour. It doesn’t allow leadership to I:_aarn the v ueression of defeat: but
cede error in the exercise of Govemmer'lt is not an epron behalf of trath.
tather a renewal of the social contract with your people

in its fulfilment?
What is the nature of this contract and the role of Labour in its f

; i tion.
In his encyclical on Labour Pope John Paul made this challenging reflecti

It could have been the theme of the Grenada Revolution.

. it may serve
Property is first of all acquired through work in 0;(:1? tgt?tthe means of
work. This concerns in a special way the owner ; perty in order to
production. [solating these means as a selp.aratf pd:ll;:our’ and even to
sct it up in the form of ‘capital’ in (?pp051t10ﬂ (t)o the very nature of
bractise exploitation of Labour. .. is contrary
means and their possession. ot even be
the’lffley cannot be possessed against labour, lt: ej:riﬂ‘;:t]:antitle to their
possessed for possession’s sake, because t_he only egrs.hip or in the form
possession — whether in the form of anate or\lavn <hould serve labour,
of public or collective ownership — is that t;{’; possible the achieve-
and thus, by serving labour that they should ml the universal destin-
ment of the first principle of this order, nar;utahi,m
ation of goods and the right to common use 0 .

tion.
This could have been the theme of the Grenada Re,vofl; twisted their faces
These martyrs died in good faith. If rage sometim

ived their revolution in
and made their voices harsh, we must remember. [512; 1:;::(1 el o o
N environment of increasing hostﬂit[y. They trie ey vvere ot allowed
foundations of friendliness with theiz neighbours  they wete not sUowee
to be friendly. And so we send them this message o
from the Guyanese Poet, Martin Carter:




In Nobody s Backyard

Dear Co mrades

1. A Bright New Dawn

YOU speak no more with me

First Address to the N;lgon or113R§[C£rOC ll:rf9679
at 10.30 am,
nor smile no more with me Grenada (RFG)
nor march no more With me

then let me take

a patience and g calm

for even now the greener leaf explodes

Sun brightens Stone

and all the river pyyns : People’s

; / i orning the Peop

Now from the moyrn 18 v d moving on : : aki t 4.15 am this mc

dear éumrades Imlutic:ffj:j’;?;; s;)r( 5 This is Maurice Bishop Spe‘lktmgf o}?the army barracks at True Blue. e
; ’ : seized contro ; -hour struggle,

Death will not find us thinking that we dje. Rex:roh]utgonaryk?f\':;c burned to the ground. After a half:

e barrac

s R

; and surrendered. :
s . letely defeated, an of the rev- !
Iy’s army were comp : le member :
forcEevse?; (;frig}lie sold?er surrendered, and not a sing
if:ij . Tl S 3 ot being
i ary forces was injured. : without a sh '
{ OIUX‘;)I};? se(l)me time, the radio station was -C?F;u;:e(\jvere capthred il
[ i cabinet ministe {
i fired. Shortly after this, s.evera] ‘Ldbl - 2
i f% beds by units of the revoluuoll_lary a;ffl\)ef-rs including Superintendent Adon §
118 ior police oOIlICers,
gﬁ A number of semO_ ok CUStOdy' hite
§ Sianclf, ware s ik mt(; proltii(;“:tations have already put up the whi
i » W ak 5o
i At this moment, sever
| ible source
i flag of surrender. dispatched to mop up any possib
4 Revolutionary forces have been s
< . the new government. kers, farmers,
| of resistance or disloyalty toh orking people, the youths, ng iutionary
| . W e evo
i lling upon the our armed 1
f’s}f ameEO\:liC;dle-(g:laSI; people and women to join
i ishermen,

A ive them any assis-
1 positions in your communities and to g
forces at central p : il
- tress, resistance w
etk ions have surrendered, I repeat. \rz‘e inos Raymond into
ity o StE;)umr]nsisled by Bogo DeSouz?1 05. totsor Gairy
i ’t be - e dicta .
o .fu.“le' . are any prospects of saving t ly sensing that the end was
believing that there- r. Eric Gairy, apparently all opposition foroes
The crimbnt f?l(éta:l?e, country, leaving orders for P
near, yesterday fle

i
cred. ‘
: le’s leaders, to be massa € oy K
including eSpeClaHydthse gszfd be followed, the People’s Revolutionary
Before these order

P—

g ing Gairy’s
’ nt will now be seeking
i ¥ peogilé § governme i ding the gross
was able 5F SN power:'n?;lePUt on trial to face Chfijrgte}i‘em[ii:;}laligng i 4
eiradition s th'at l;echarges of murder, fraud an
u ]
charges, the serio

le. ic free-
democratic rights of oursp:’;zpthe people of Grenada that all democratic
as

In closing, let me

Presideny Mache| Of Mozamp;

igi itical opinion, will be
freedom of elections, religious and political op
; ing free
doms, including o 4 | e
s . al fully S thf?e:);(;%d property of individuals will be protect g
» AC . : 3
Cuban Workers gt the Poiny Salines Ifﬁf:ﬁ::lioe:a]ﬁ\l\i::grlcg Sishop, talks o The personal sa
Tt site,
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In Nobody’s Backyard

residents are quite safe, and are welcome to remain ir! Grene_ida. ries
And we look forward to continuing friendly relations with those countr
with which we now have such relations, . hev will
Let me assure al] supporters of the former Gairy government they "
not be injured in any way. Their homes, their families and their jobs a
completely safe, so long as they do not offer violence to our government. .
However, those who resist violently will be firmly dealt with. I am ca }llng
upon all the supporters of the former government to realize that Galer as
fled the country, and to co-operate fully with our new government. You
will not be victimised, we assure you, . )
People of Grenada, this revolution is for work, for food, for decen

housing and health services, and for a bright future for our children and
great grandchildren.

The benefit of the Revolution will be given to everyone, regardless of
political opinion or whi

ch political party they support.
Let us all unite as one, All police stations are again reminded to surrender
their arms to the people’s revolutionary forces. .
We know Gairy will iry to organise international assistance, but we aleSe
that it will be an international crimina offence to assist the dictator, G_ﬂlry'
This will amount to an intolerable interference in the internal affairs of

Our country and will be resisted by a1l Patriotic Grenadians with every ounce
of our strength,

I am appealing to all the people,

gather at all central places all over the
country, and prepare 1o welcome and assigt the people’s armed forces when

the)_(_come nto your area, The Revolution s expected to consolidate the
Position of power within the next few hours,

LONG LIVE THE PEOPLE OF GRENADA!
LONG LIVE FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY?
LET US TOGETHER BUILD A Jyst GRENADA!

2. In Nobody’s Backyard

National Broadcast on RFG, 13 April 1979

g i is peace, calm
Today, one month after our historic People’s Revoluttlonr;lgrl]firgus Erop gl
and ylliet in our country. Indeed, there has been a tre the Levera/Bathway
crim;l rate since our Revolution. Foreign residents ut]he e viced the
are feeling so comfortable and safe nolwadags \,\Exlllatthe suyb-Police Station in
i ¢ do L
issi f Police that he could close ; eason period are
Ehzr??rleszmiiruiusuaﬂy high number of tourists for dnafrt;]ft;ez ; mi:r beople,
resently' enjoying the beauty of our land anq thl: :1Va Revolution and that
End this is so in spite of the fact that we havg]usFS f?aced by our country. In
invasion i
nt threat of mercenary in ty cottage at
? rfal'tazdalgzi: impossible to rent a vehicle or to find an empty
act, it i
‘ . impressed by the
4 -OEE: of our troops, and the respect that has' 'tez?s From all over the
Sc(l:lp erty of local and foreign residents and visit i P O menting on
and e same report have come 10 us that 1he 10 the People’s Rev-
o © iscipli f our people
i i and discipline of ou : hundreds
11116 lWarmthA frl;nf’i]};:;ei;me comments are being daily made by the
oOlutronary Army. . d
i ing in Grenada. s usual last
of medical stuldflzjntststrl.;::ig' ﬁ%) I intiad to Grenada took grl:;eoaf usual last
v i+ b tun vt it e st e o el
i re obvious to ali. In 2 1L IS : to stream
happlnefss Of‘ Ol;lrexiegfte:itation by the tourists who daily continue
sense of panic

into Grenada.

Big Stick and Carrots

ibbean to realize
f Grenada and the Cari
. ant the people of Gr ) untry, of stop
For this lreafson v:;il; tourists start panicking and lt;‘a\;mli llshi :r‘; . affer veiled
that if all of a su h hould note tha ar

, then they s . industry.
coming to our co_un; rSytates Ambassador with respect to our tou:]s; days agz,
threats by the Um;:r Frank Ortiz, on his last visit to Grenadafstourism oo
The Ambassa]ii_ or:va to emphasise the obvious |mPC'""fm°:;3 ° 'Il?on a year in
went out :11; ;:guec)l, that as Grenada imported some $32 mi
country.
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In Nobody's Backyard

goods but exported only $13 million
$19 million, which earnings from t
lessen. His point was

» we had a massive trade deficit of some

ia, particularly newspapers, aimed

chest, freest and most generous
> ‘We have two sides’. We understood
her side he wag referring to was the side which
he Amriecan government felt that
- "People are panicky and 1 will have to
¢ advised us. However, the only

sador was the incident which took
he Pepple’s Revolutionary Army, as a result of not
. rehand, shot g4 a plane which flew very low, more
amp Butler. He ¢q)); that panjc. The people of Grenada call

$io

typed statemen of his instruct?or{:: f;rou

®sday the Ambassador handed me a
The relevany Section of thyg stat

™ hjs Sovernment, to be given to us.
€ment reads, and I quote:

In Nobody's Backyard

We Are No One’s Lackey

It is well established internationally that all ipdepenQent COUT;}f”_eS i"wa"ijg
full, free and unhampered right to conduct their own internal affairs, steuCt
not, therefore, recognise any right of the United States of America to instr
us on who we may develop relations with and who we may e have and
From day one of the Revolution we ha\fe alwayS_StI‘IVEﬂttO swell as
develop the closest and friendliest relations with the Umtgd Sta es,zlt1 Ny
Canada, Britain and all our Caribbean neighl?OUIS - E_“ghSh’ I;renc 1 tions
and Spanish speaking. and we intend to continue to strive fort efserrreugeness-;
But no one must misunderstand our friendliness as an excuse 0d ool
and meddling in our affairs. and no one. no matter now mighty adﬂ g e
they are, will be permitted to dictate to thfe government_a(!il fprelgtions
Grenada who we can have friendly relations with and what kin gs o
We must have with other countries. We haven't gone ;hrough o g:i?] our
fighting Gairyism, and especially the last six years o Itell;ror,to any other
freedom, only to throw it away and tf)efcome a slave or lackey
country, no matter how big and powerful. .
Evel)'/y day we fought Cliliry we put our lives on the line. On the::ya?nf;:te
Revolution we started out with almost no arms and in so doing we ag
our lives on the line. i
We have demonstrated beyond any doubt that we were prepz_irf:girfotgz
to win our freedom. We are even more prepared to die to main
freedomn now that we have tasted it. ) . hat
We feel that people of Grenada have the r;ght to l_(now tpt;(;lizeii{ 1\:vels
steps we have taken in our attempts to establish relations a i
Wwith the United States, and the response which we_have s0 ?rsiercr?éetin.g with
From the second day of our Revolution, during our lfere at pains 1o
American government representatives in Grelnada,.V;’]ethWe Gairy dictator-
¢mphasise the deplorable and ravished state in ,whlc t then that massive
ship had left our economy and our country. We poujnted ou dor 1o begin the
assistance, technical and financial, would be required IlnG?arneial told us that
Process of rebuilding the economy. The American Consu h would encourage
he was not surprised to hear this, and assured us thqt lel 45 he had been
his government 1o give us the necessary assistance, paruicdu ﬁ: }};umanity of our
%0 impressed by the bloodless character and the self—lev i} \ the safety. lives
Prompt assurances in the first hours of the R.evolut%((jm ttsawere puaranteed.
and Property of American and other foreign residen had all reported to
Indeed, he freely admitted that his American reSJdentSH ;ever one month
him tha they were happy, comfortable and felt secure. é) e ,point ot —
later, no such aid has arrived, It is true that the Ambassa 'gron  ltilateral
and correctly o - that his Government generally grat ts]al true that he said
basis through the Caribbean Development Bank. It is a sl? rather than help
s Eovernment would prefer to maintain that approacucmcy ould cause
irectly, despite his admission that red tape and ?uir:;a
delays of Up to one year in receiving such multilateral aid.
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In Nobody’s Backyard

It is also true that he advised
movements and that it is 3
cenaries in the Unijted Stat

' us that his Government is monitoring
gainst United States law for Gairy to recruit mer-
€s of America. This we appreciate,

US $5.000 s Not The Price Of Our Dignity

ssistance that seemed fortheomi h ly aid the
Ameri coming, the only ai
erican Ambassador has been able to guarantee that he could get to

Grenada in 5 reasongb] X

few small Projects. Y short time would be $5 000.00 (US) for each of a
Witig:;rj‘nae?gcg: th‘i{s’ Wha-t can a few $5,000.00 (US) do? Qur hospitalsare
falling down, Mostsof‘ﬂs’ pillowcases and Proper equipment. Qur schools are

tricity, health clinics and d
who

€ 10 a poor b 1.
democracy, dign; POOr but proud people who are fighting for
Y dignity and seif.re ased on real and independent economic

¢ Guyana and Jamaica, countries
“nited States of America: countries.
WO countries haye given & explonted and struggling to develop. These
. Us technica] assistance, cheaper goods, and are

r arms and mi]ital' traini . . e

of ri : ) Y training. This assistanc
Tice which arriveq two days ago, a six-man team of

T county very lightly what we genuinely believe
ator Ggj y. ,Comraf_Y_tO what anyone else may
vk Sr 10 restore h, to rﬁlislsthorgamsmg mercenaries to attack
e nows hnn_: bet_ter than we (he one. We know the man Gairy.
and Implicationg of Pople of Grenada and we recognise
ol t he evidence which has come before us.
iends, write 1o him i -+ And Mustaphos Hamma iry’

icat abl, Gairy’s
and wi him mdnatmg h.ow much and what lr(jnd of an{m

In Nobody's Backyard

interviews that he will never give up and that he intends to return to Grenada
as prime minister, that he can only mean that he will use force in order to
achieve these ends. And because our Revolution is a popular one, supported
by the vast majority of our population, and because many of our patriots
are armed, force here can only mean getting another country to intervene on
his behalf, or hiring mercenaries to do his dirty work for him. And this in
turn could only mean the mass killing of thousands of innocent Grenadians,
regardless of which political party they support. It is in these circumstances,
and because we have an undoubted freedom that we called on the Americans,
Canadians, British, our fellow-countries in CARICOM, like Guyana and
Jamzica, Venezuela and Cuba, to assist us with arms.

And we reject entirely the argument of the American Ambassador that we
would only be entitled to call upon the Cubans to come to our assistance
after mercenaries have landed and commenced the attack. Quite frankly, and
with the greatest respect, a more ridiculous argument can hardly be imagined.
It is like asking a man to wait until his house is burning down before he leaves
to buy a fire extinguisher. No, we intend if possible to provide ourselves with
the fire extinguisher before the fire starts! and if the government of Cuba is
willing to offer us assistance, we would be more than happy to receive it.

We Are Not in Anybody’s Backyard And We Are Definitely Not
For Sale

Sisters and brothers, what we led was an independent process. Our Revolution
¥as definitely a popular revolution, not a coup d’etat, and was and is in no
¥ay 2 minority movement. We intend to continue along an independent ar?d
non-aligned path. We have stayed in the Commonwealth, we have stayed in
the Organization of American States and in CARICOM; despite pressures we
é¥E stayed in the Fastern Caribbean Common Market and in the expaﬂ_d?d
West Indies Associated States Organization (WISA). We have applied to join
the Non-Aligned Movement. We will be applying to join the International
Laboyr Organization -- the 1LO. .
€ are a small country, we are a poor country, with a population of
largely African descent, we are a part of the exploited Third World, and we
Gefinitely have a stake in seeking the creation of a New International Econ-
omic Order which would assist in ensuring economic justice for the oppressed
and exploited peoples of the world, and in ensuring that the resources of 'the
%€ are used for the benefit of all the people of the world and not fpr atiny
Mnority of profiteers. Our aim, therefore, is to join all organisations and
work with all countries that will help us to become more independent and
More in control of our own resources. In this regard, nobody who under-
Sta"d_s Present-day realities can seriously challenge our right to develop
Working relations with a variety of countries. . .
on Tenada i5 5 sovereign and independent country, alt_huugh a Uny spec
the world map, and we expect all countries to strictly respect our in-
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In Nobody s Backyard

dependence, just as we will respect theirs. No country has }he nght.to tell
us what to do or how to fun our country, or who to be friendly with, We
certainly would not attempt to tell any other country what to do. We are not
in anybody’s backyard, and we are definitely not for sale. Anybody who
thinks they can bully us or threaten us, clearly has no understapdmg idea
or clue as to what material we are made of. They clearly have no idea of the

Up our lives before we com
our independence, our integr
to national self-determination

promise, sell out, or betray our sovereignty,
ity, our manhood and the right of our people
and social progress.

LONG LIVE THE REVOLUTION!
LONG LIVE GRENADA!

3. Organise to Fight

Destabilisation
National Broadcast on RFG, 8 May 1979

On Sunday last, the 6th May, elements opposed to our I;e;(’ht‘rt:)ononl:fvégv?_
4 new and higher level in their attempts tp d1scred1t. and des hgur of each
lution. When the news came that two fires, set within anhe heart of onr
other, had burnt down a Carifta Cottage at Morne Rouge;nh capital of our
tourist belt, and a building on Church Street m.the heart o tGe nfdians who
tountry, this would have come as no surprise to thoseh re tion, As you
remember what 1 had said in my Good Friday address tot 'enawas .'ust -~
will recall, in that address on 13th April, when our Re-voiutl?lril h thi people
month old, we warned that the process of destabl_hsanon,sw (;2 1976, conld
and government of Famaica had gone through during 1975 an ’
soon begin in our own country. . T i
Refzfr&; to that trouble)(; and difficult period in Jamaica’s history, I
said the following:

. lose
Under this process the people of Jamaica were enco:r:::ii ct:untry
faith and confidence in themselves, their government an sing problems
and in the ability of their government to so'lve the prll'e_sr gople. This
facing the country and meeting the exp'ectatlo_ns of t e(; i the local,
was done through damaging news stor.les being sprea e
fegional and international media, particularly "ewsPa;t It was also
discrediting the achievements of the Jamaican Eof’e}zn:i“ anci pernicious
done through violence and sabotage and by wic ethe flow of tourist
attempts at wrecking the economy througf_l stopping rnings of the
visitors, and hence the much needed foreign exchange ea
tountry.

What is Destabilisation?

Sisters ang Brothers, destabilisation is the name given to the T}?:thrve::r;gﬁ

developed (or newest) method of controlling and exPlOIt“;gw erful country

pources of a country and it people by a bigger and more psuch countries —

trough bullying, intimidation and violence. In the old dgys’ts e arines to
Colonialist and imperialist powers — sent in gunboa
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heer force. Later on mercenaties. were

directly take over the country by s
4 iers, d_marip

Today, Wmmmapgu,,anim new.menace- is destabil: ,

S i mPETHS Wrmrie ] against_ 2. Numiber. of Caribbean-and-Thisd,

‘MMQLMQSJMMHJW. and. Guyana.in the

e, Jibas come. to Grenada._ o
Destabilisation takes many forms — there_is propaganda dgstabll_l_sa“_f_?!‘;
Jhmm&mwums our own Caribbean press, er_nis_-,b.g.é
and distortions against us; there is economic destabilisation, when our t__rqﬁ}q
i i Sm.iabomgeéand,dismmgq;.and there is violent destabil-

W&mwm and.destruction, .such as we witnessed on
unday night with thgngrgs. All of these vicious tactics have been used before,

in the recent™past, in cons
people of Grenada, show t
intend to remain free and
strengthen the principles a
to the world, there will be

We must be ready to defend ourselves against these attacks. But to defend
ourselves, we must know the enemy — for that is the best defence, the best
Preparation. The People’s Revolutionary Army is diligent and on the alert,

but the PRA and |1 the people of Grenada must know what to look for, what
to expect.

ries close to us, and in countries far away. As we,
he world — clearly and unflinchingly - that Wg
independent - that we intend to consolidate an

nd the goals of our Revolution -- as we show this
attacks upon us,

hen it is exposed and whe
enada mugt |

ed by it

it is. The people of Gr

n the people see it for what
then we cannot be fool

€arn what this destabilisation is, because

WhatisPro a

da Destabilisation?

Ur principles for Mmany years. S0 what d;?.
bt e lies? What do you ear whicy
oA . You are seepr - Re-RAghBGiIAE Tonntey WHIC
. These are th:u]'are Se€ing destabilisation you are hearing de-
O 128 = your Rfﬂ.-olutiorlfs Printed and broadeast 1q try to destroy our

this question of .
Bumerous distorted. ul:’tmlt’}:?PaSanda destabilisation, you

ul articleg being writreq by so

$i O 43

will recall the

me newspapers,
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remember also that a Gren_a lian. residen AT
telephone calls to members of his family in Grenad_a trymgd 0 pc)i Toade e
to write letters to him stating that people were being murdere dpa o
da. But that was only the tip of the iceberg. The real propagan
l?;ser:]zw begun. The lies that are being spread about our Revollutlobnr(;'i;; 23:
new restricted to one or two newspapers or one qr two peo_p ca rtional
have now spread to several NEWSpapers ‘—'iocali regmr.lallJ and znlirelrt?ies
and even to prime ministers and other ministers of Carib e?nlceo distort.ed and
Just in the past week there have been se\feral different, fa se, dis phrodui
malicious stories about what is happening in Grenada apge’ﬁm\%gﬁd During
newspapers in Grenada, the Caribbean, Latin America an lthe ndred.CubanS
this period one pewspaper claimed that there were s,evera1 ! uRevolutionary
living in Grenada and training the comrades of our PeObP €s Grenada, We
Ammy. Another report claimed that there were 5,000 CLT a'nial:ce b
have requested, and will of course. be happy to accept ;‘IS%'S here you know
in any area in which we have needs, but as Grenadians living
thes e lies. cciles in
Y?eieiﬁ:)tt;irl' (l)f their ridiculous reports Ic]aimed th_al WZ ;1;":0'?‘:::::;‘3 d
Grenada pointed at neighbouring islands in the reglog- ine base in our
another news story claimed that there is a Russian subma e
sister island of Carriacou. Can you believe that‘.’. The pegp nfountainﬂus tie
who are listening can surely expose this for the WleCd'Hﬂ war going on in
that it is! Another newspaper has claimed that there is aa1 Cuban ships are
Grenada, that the country is a pitched camp and that several C
at present tj longside our docks. _ .
pNej l:)tlfg Illepfta 0:}5. the Prime Ministers of two }ndepengeﬂ: g:ggg:zﬁ
Countries, and the Minister of Education of a nml-mdepoelfe ]‘i:"]ime Minister
island have joined in the malicious and dislo_rted attackls. GH nada after the
has claimed that no Chilecan arms were discovered in rlfotographed the
Revolution, despite the fact that the world press actually p line This same
ams discovered in the Chilean crates marked Medical tshl;I:pGai‘ry did have
ime Minister appears to be ignorant abou.t.the fact  Mongoose men,
Soldiers trained in Chile and that Gairy's military gang (;’olice Force did in
eCret Poljce, Army and the criminal elements in Gairy SB : how can he be
4l terrorise and brutalise the people of our country. Bu dos. Jeremiah
ignorant of thege facts? Is he saying that our murdered comzi;lan ’got‘struck
hardson, Harold Strachan, Rupert Bishop and Alrf;e; SE;OS? What is he
by bolts of lightning from the skies or were ml.lrderef y or Prime Minister
%aying? The people of Grenada remember that a Orlthl'cal bandit, a des-
of that particular country once described Gairy as a po h] :r > no memory of
Cription with which we fully agree. But we certainly a‘ca.l ways of Gairy.
's present Prime Minister ever speaking about the tyranmd o once and
® %onders, therefore, what is the basis of his new-fokunUt o the internal -
"ew-found knowledge, and his sudden willingness to spea o-ned silent for so
affairg of Grenada, having regard to the fact that he rema o
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long during the years of the Gairy dictatorship'?

We wonder from whom or from which country
More accurately, shaj] b

contidence that ther
We are confident
the areg are not shar

he gets his information orﬂ
i . 3 ith suc

e say mis-information that he can r)state with s

€ were no Chilean arms found in Grenada® .

that the views of one or two misinformed indivi

ed by the vagt majority of the people of the Cgrit*:)biﬁg
who fully support our Revolution ang want to see us go forwar
achievement of genuine independence and social progress,

iltion worth
The second Prime Mj -onfidently asserts that some 55 million wor

o the security of the region, Accordmg_fo
his interest in coming
to hold discussions, the region was too

and like Pontiys Pilate and say that any
unusug] occurrences ip .

Cern 10 another Caribbe

€ wonder how thjs Prime Minister can stay several hundred miles away

and know how much, jf any, arms the People of Grenadg have? We wonder
how come, given hjs Professed cop

cern for regionaj security. and for unusui;]

OCCurrences iy, Particular CARICO Countries, that he remained so de"b an
silent, not only during Gairy’s reign of terror i Grenada, but particularly
with regard to Gairy's Chilean military connections. .

he Minister of Education of 2 particularly Oppressive CARICOM regime
with South African connections, whijeh takes pleasure ip jailing teachers,
dock Wworkers and political 4Ctivists and depy;
i Kendrick Radix,
Legal fairs apg also oyy Ambasggy

United States of AJnerica, Wis banned from b
evolution, because

one state ar
an state,

IS country before the Grenada

: € Was involyeq ina ‘communist plot’ to overthrow
his Govemment.

fenadians iy recail thay Brother Radix
Made to gj¢ on

had been picked up, detained,
a chair a}f hight 3 oo picke P

M deporteq 1 NeXt morning. His crime was
d gone to that island tq d
and the leader of ,

ha efend the leader of the Teachers” Union
cioa POSItioN. pofitce Prty, both of whom had been

<1t seems 10 ug that the only
People of that island their

The T, orchiight . A Local

Agent of Intemational Reaction
A local Newspaper, The Torch

light, hag also §
auempting o discredit the People’ Revgld:;::feéon 10 the bandwagon >
On the fact thyy The Torchl{ght Bave f)
offensive

* MeNadians should reflect

 Page treg ment to the diplomatically

Uniteq States Embassy in Barbados
I8

b
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ion of
to the Nation o
ight recently, rePlymg i lace any rep )
drcctly to The Torfg;{gzlt failed to carry in th?‘ ;Eirrset ?orchlighr carrlffd a
April 13. Th‘? Torc }ig last Sunday's issue o© of them potentially
the address 1tj!f.. T ez;}d distorted articles, some
mumber of malicious ) hlight carried a
; ty. Fehig .
damaging to na_tlonal Sﬁiﬁn}ées on the front page T}f sgialled ‘communist
Under blg bElnne;'bellous propaganda relatlﬂglm overnment of Antigua.
nory repeating [hli ]drick Radix to overthrow t ]eﬁgve days old, The Torch-
plot’ by.Br.ojhef 1c-nt although this story vvas some other member of the
Itis Slgm“}cané tt](;i contact Brother Radix or any
ght never chos . . been
ligh t for a comment and response five-day-old story, which hadk o
s prmen " destabilisation that a five the region should take
It smacks Oé - ?he radio stations throughout
beaten up and down f the newspaper. ines and photograph
almost the entire front pag: (1) page 2 gives banner head’i]on:imd Adams, again
Not satisfied wll.t hdf.?g’us s!tatements of Messrs C(t’m\;)et another long arnf:le
treatment to the slan esponse from the governmen | the Wilderness’ contains
without asking {Dr o ?lorse’ and signed “Voice in the back another articie,
eried “Cuban's Tlﬂdog:::i-communist propaganda. O? Owes UWI $4 million.
classical CIA plante. stated ‘Grenada Governn;:fnh is that the new govern-
with banner headlines he people of Grenada, w ich the first two mOnths
The real news for tOe()}z) to the University within d to pay, is buried in
men has paid 'S300q(})1(i)lc.(]airy had consistently refuse ;
of the Revolution, w ldier was reporte
the middle of the .amtilr;e Torchlight stated that anOtherissgumPletely untrue.
At another point, ing training exercise§. This Sto;};d create a feeliqg of
shot last Thursday durll)'egctive was to panic readers be so reckless and irres-
It is clear that thedO“J/e ask, how can a newspaper
; the island. T 2 , extent
temupn on atter of such seriousness? k, Click, Got Ya' shows the i,
ponsible on a m story called ‘Click, Toseph, was prepared to go
The other front page f The Torchlight, Nick los pr " Government. In that
to which Acting Ed.ltmé)i[ the People’s RFVOIUUC;,M[SI raph the security men
order to Lry Lo discre his attempts at trying to p [;) ogbvious that in order to
story Mr Joseph recalls me, on May Day. It will the country, especially at
who were accompaﬂym.gt f(;r the leadership O_f danger of paid assassins
provide effective s-ecurildily known that there is a ecurity men. It must be
this time when it is “;sary to avoid publicity of i’”ﬁjn then this will make it
striking, that it is neceraphs of security men are ta Ob}ectives of wiping out
obvious that if I;?fiﬁgn to achieve their murderous
i i ire to
a lot easier .for ent’s well known desire
the leadership. People’s Revolutionary Governrj“oseph from taking photo-
Because Ot;the press, we did not prevent tMr triotism and concern for the
a free ’ have put pa . ; have
encourage had hoped that he would zbove cheap journalism. We .
graphs, We dership of the country ing Editor and his newspap
safety of the ]eah irresponsibility of the Acting hat America. Britain and
certainly lwtedhts;! pictures. 1t should be noted tha
AR the .
in publiShlng
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virtually all other countries in the world do not generally permit the photo-
graphing of security personnel, especially the systematic attempt to do so.
It should be further noted that the British government, for exampie,- has a
system of what they call D-notices, whereby with the full co-opera_tloﬂ of
the press the British government issues notices to the press preventing the
publication of anything which the British government deems to be a danger
to national security, We sincerely hope that a similar attitude of responsible

journalism with respect to national security matters will be observed by
The Torchlight in the future,

i The CIA
Five days ago we received 4 visit from a leading economist and adviser to
several governments, who hag very close contacts with individuals in the

United States State Finance Department. He advised us that he had received
information from his

berson, the plan was drawn up in the shape of
2 Pyramid. At the bottom of the Pyramid was a plan to destabilise ”_16
country by planting fase reports about Grenada in newspapers and on radio
stations, and ajso by éncouraging prominent individuals, organisations and
governments in the region to attack oyr Revolution.

The first part of the plan was aimed at creating dissatisfaction and unrest
among our people and at wrecking our tourist industry and economy. A
second level of the Pyramid involved the use of violence and arson in the
country. And if neither of these methods in destabilising the country worked,

then the plan was to move to the stage of assassinating the leadership of the

UP 10 us to ensure not only that the third stage is avoided
but that we also take gt

€PS 10 crush the firgt and second stages and move

forwarg to build oyr Revolutjon in our own way. We must make sure that
these tactics of destabilisation do not sticceed.,

'I:he two ﬁres on Sunday, coming on the hee] of the propaganda campaign
(S);:tlmed earlier, suggest thay both stages one ang two have already begun.
wet:r? u:tn:i b;oltlhers, We are not a viglens people, and when we see violence,
was unl a:;:) ard and deeP 1o see whose hand jg behind it. In Jamaica there

> Uneashed 3 floog of Violence in 1976 _ to try to cause the defeat 0{{

Uns appearing j ieves an
2angs who never pag Buns before, opI:vas s'::gntll?ntghfhg;n Ctlfn:si tghlsz? Who

? Certainly not the people of Jamaica. In
there was 5 terrible Orange Lane fire when dozens of innocent people
¢ killed angd hundreds left Without homes
fire? Cemnﬂy n

Organize to Fight Destabilisation

fire was set — deliberately an? by adnlzissios?leg ?(;nts}]‘geﬁ(;;t?i\:'en. ;::g([i lfelieg;lz
few minutes later, when the fire trl:lC s Iu ’d 2 Targe par
out in the heart of town, a fire that could ha\.re destroye :

E;OE:SWH, a fire which endangered hundreds of lives, Ell’ﬁ;{eev‘;]h::i]:m‘:?;
undoubtedly caused by arson, as the comrades 'Of'lhe Feople st mclling vers
Army and the firemen who went into the bu1l_d1ngfc§me %l; e i very
strongly of kerosene. Fires planned by the enemies o renha s
are dealing with a monster — with a souiless monster whof oule s and
destroy to create fear. Indeed, we must note that both the fI:hem U e
a bad effect on the tourist industry. This is so, because one o i oceureed
in the heart of the tourist belt, and the~other destroyedAch n:l;ttergof fact,
ieading travel agency and tour operator in our country. As PN
we received information this morning that a tour operator

1t of the
atually cancelled a trip to Grenada yesterday — apparently as a resu
fires.

Our Vigilance Will Crush The Enemy

. igilant. The

But the people of Grenada must not be afraid :_they must be :gﬁ?tbe un)-(
Must not be terrorised: they must be determined. Theyﬂr]n:ot be destabil-
Prepared; they must be on guard. The people of Grenada w
ised; we will not be fooled. S : ivities,

We mu.:.lt 2;:0 remember that in the exercise of their dlsrul;twe zcrtti:’rlltl;‘::
those hostile forces will always require locgl aggnts and locii ogzgfs if they
he people should, therefore, not be surprised in the C‘E’)me Ehould always
iscover opportunist elements trying to foment unrest. On ooavands fines
sXpect that there will be those who will rush to ccho the prt}?egains made
being fed to them by forces whose objective it is to sabotage the
by the Revolution now and in the future.

) < Militia. We
(1) Report at your nearest recruiting station to join the Pe(;prlt} osuf:d:il:;:- We
be opening a number of centres within t'he next three conle without
lieve that i1 jg precisely our people in umform and ourm;:d e People’
Uniform, Tepresented by the People’s Revolutionary .Army
Militia, whe will be our best safeguards of our Revolutlon.' Army if you
ON€ up or otherwise contact the People’s Revoluctiut)}l;laray;ea&
any suspicious behaviour or strange persons around the
€€p your eyes on what is happening in the economy.

Notjce

mane
We stress yet again that never in history has there been S}lrggdi IE::; nane
o, lenient Revolution. Freedom of the press and‘ ali othtf;lre e e
ten fully Protected and guaranteed by the Revolution. At e same Line,
st Mmistake our leniency for weakness, and no arsoplsuniform otenrs
Ill’le?iexpect any mercy from the people and the people in

P!

crifices in
s Revolutionary Army. As a people we have made great sa

2]

1
1
|
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National Broadcast on RFG, 18 September
1979

Today our Revolution is six months and five days old and even our worst
enemies have been forced to concede that during this period the Revolution
has made impressive gains on all fronts.

More of our people have been able to find jobs over the past six months
than at any previous period in recent times; in fact, over 800 new jobs have
been created by the government during this period. Some 20 miles of main
roads and feeder roads have been repaired or built during this period, three
new community centres are being built, 50 young farmers are right now being
trained at our Mirabeau Agricultural Training Centre and we hope to train
another 150 in the next coming months.

Over the next six months we expect that about 100 of our youths wilt be
trained as fishermen on board the fishing vessel given to us by the Cuban
Government; 38 students are also about to leave for Cuba to pursue univer-
sity studies there for degrees in Civil Engineering. Mechanical Engineering,
Agriculture, Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Science and so forth. Scholar-
ships in the fields of Agriculture and Veterinary Science, including modern
techniques of artificial insemination, have also been obtained from the
government of Kenya. The government of Tanzania has also given us scholar-
ships in the fields of finance management. On top of this, because of repay-
ments made by the People’s Revolutionary Government (PRG) over the past
$ix months to the University of the West Indies, 20 Grenadian students will
be able to pursue studies at that University in October and we will also be
paying the economic costs for 25 more students who are already at the
University.

All this means that something like 109 students will be receiving university
or higher education this year — an undoubted record for us. This works out
at one in every 1.000 of our population going off to university in a single
term. Locally, we have increased by 56 the number of Secondary School
Scholarships for our Primary School children and have reduced Secondary
School fees by cone-third, down to $25.00 this term. In approximately haif
of all primary schools, children are already receiving lunch. All children
under five, and all primary school chikiren, are now receiving free mik.
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Food Prices Coming Down

The Natlonal_lfnporting Board has also begun to have some impact on the
:iugh cos_t of living, and food prices of some commaodities have begun to come
Own, rice by between 8-10% and sugar by between 16-20%, depending on

which part of the country you live.
o Y}lza]]:;vi aalsofbeen able to dramatically improve the extent and quality
b calth usr; c;;l our peop}e. The 12 Cuban doctors and dentists kindly
ol 18 yt fx] Revolutionary Government of Cuba have made a most
e i w};zlilc . 7ready these outstanding doctors and dentists have
e over ,000 patients in Grenada, Carriacou and Petit Mart inique.
» On top of this, we have been able 1o attract new Grenadian doctors,

X brutality by minority elements
of the Police Force, the Secret Police, the Mongoose Gang and they old Gairy

Army. On top of this, crj i
‘ » crime and violence j iti
dramatlcally reduced — in fact, by some 75% 1 our communities have beer

At the same time ;
Carriacou and Petjs Mthe.p‘rewous]y forgotten and abandoned sister islands of

 people now .
and greate, saCriﬁcekr:zw that in return for hard work, increased productivity
Work, better hegltt. ;:aree fewards for all of 4 would be cheaper food, more
and more scholarships ﬁ;rﬂ‘(lj?l;e:'ﬁsg& . The oools, more community centres
magnificently to ouy revoluti ren. The people have therefore responded

on i s
volun}ary work to build the ary call L0 join with the Government through

Beat Back Destabilizers

We have Kept our Promises

We have also made good our promises to remove Gairy’s repressive and dic-
tatorial laws from the law books: the Newspaper Amendment Act which
required the payment of $20,000.00 before newspapers can be published
has been abolished; the Public Order Amendment Act, which had in effect
banned the use of loudspeakers at public meetings, has been abolished;
the law banning the importation of progressive reading material, which
severely restricted the right of Grenadians to read, has also been repealed.
The Essential Services Act which in real terms took away the right to strike
for eleven of the most important categories of workers in our country has
also been thrown into the dustbin of history. Thus, not only have the basic
human rights of Grenadians been restored, but, indeed, new rights,
particularly social and economic rights, have been introduced.

Naturally, progressive internal changes must also have a progressive
external reflection. Grenadians are justifiably full of pride at the fact that
for the first time in our history and our country now has a well defined,
principled and honest foreign policy which has gained for our country
tremendous international respect during the past six months. No longer are
Grenadians laughed at as being from the UFO country — the land of flying
saucers and crazy politicians who believe that they are mystics. Now, when
Grenadians speak abroad, people want to hear our message, and they listen.

Following our successful impact at the Commonweaith Heads of Govern-
ment Conference in Lusaka, Zambia, which led to a historic state visit to our
country by one of Africa’s greatest sons, President Kenneth Kaunda of
Zambia, we made an even bigger impression at the Non-Aligned Movement
Conference recently held in Havana. Cuba. There, our country was selected
as one of the Vice-Presidents of the Conference; we were elected to the
Bureau, the executive arm of the Non-Aligned Movement, and Grenada was
one of only five countries (out of the 91 full member countries participating)
which was called upon to move a vote of thanks at the end of the Conference.

New Respect For Our Country

Because of the new respect with which our country is now held we were
also able to conclude successful bilateral discussions with the Presidelnt_s of
Irag, Algeria, Syria, Panama, Tanzania, Ethiopia and the Foreign Mm:stfer
of Libya, among others at the Havana Conference. The results of these dis-
cussions, and also of discussions held with President Fidel Castro of Cuba,
Will soon be seen by all Grenadians. '

Our call for closer Caribbean co-operation, greater movement of Canb.bean
Peoples to each others countries, and a firm, independent and non-aligned
Posture in our relations with the rest of the world, have had a de.eep and re-
sounding impact on the people of the Caribbean. This is why the Mini-Summit
of the governments of Dominica, St Lucia and Grenada called by our govern-
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ment, and the ‘Declaration of St George’s’ which it produced, has touched a
chord in the minds and hearts of the people of the Caribbean. This is also
why, in spite of hostility from the reactionary elements of the Caribbean
press and hostility from a few Caribbean governments, the work ing people,
progressive intellectuals and technocrats of the Caribbean have continged to
pour into Grenada to see ip what ways they could make a contribution to
the building and consolidation of our Revolution. Like the people of
Grenada, the people of the Caribbean also understand that a new experiment,
4 NeW process is being attempted in Grenada which can bring social and econ-
Omic justice and a new way of life for the over-exploited and oppressed
masses of Grenada, and thereafter the Caribbean.

Yes, sisters and brothers, we have made tremendous strides in the past
Six months. The new sense of freedom, dignity and national pride is

undoubtedly felt by all Grenadians. And without doubt we will continue to
go forward to gain more and more successes,

Not Everyone Is With Us

Gove.mmem, is now inl Power, the government can do nothing to protect
the right of workfers Lo job security. There are also those, like the Manager of
Buy Rite, who will begin to harass ang intimidate theijr workers, even to the
extent of physmally searc

/ hing their bodies in an absurd attempt to pretend
that managers are still above the law.

These and similar act

g ( | ivities are calculated to make working people lose
confidence in thejr Bovernment and in the ability of their government to

Protect t.hen_l against continyed acts of harassment and exploitation. In this
way, their willingness 1¢ ¢

ontinue to work harq to build the country and safe-
guard the Revolutjop will be considerap is point
that we ey tir e rably weakened. Let me say at this po

dvise a]] ]
Revobution ) be brower all such persons that the full weight of the

f to bear on them,

Conscious Destabilisatiog by the Pregs

It is now

More than ever ey that -
. m ! .
Caribbean have abandoned Me Newspapers and radio stations in the

all pretence of fajr 4 jecti ing i
. all nd objective reporting in so
far asfthe Grenada Revolution 8 Concerned. One good recent example of this,
Out of several possipe choices, is 5 recent r
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the Jamaica Gleaner. In that repolrt. thethG:‘e;u;zrif& I\Mhz;cgnéso?tg:lflif;{;\;r;

abilizing influence in Jamaica, claims tha i
g?S:he Peo;fle’s Revolutionary Govemment was 1o II))EII'SSI: L}z:::1 r\i?lzér;nsiiah?;
ot what 5 by o . blftfre belrt]g zrie?fle:i;c))niuinlih;\;egion is that one

what is by now well known to s i on

gafdt‘h:nf(;rst acts ofyour government had been to repeal asnjdoaz)bo(i)h(s)%(l})?gr:
Newspaper Law which had required newspapers to pay $20,000.

i ight to publish. o
havll:grrizevﬁ:g\:f‘,[ the]:e is absolutely no chance that this lying rept(})lr_t ifoel:?n}::;:
been the result of a mistake by the Gleanler. My coxnm‘epts on ésunday ade
it an airport press conference in ngstgn, Jamaica 01t1 ouncay “nd
September, while on my way to the Non-Aligned Mov?mfn onierense 1
Havana. There were several reporters present who accurdt.e y repblems Wheo
had said and, so far as | know, only the Gleaner had hearing pr(t) mes.to o
a so-called free and responsible newspaper can go to sggh ex rf:wre y ghg:
distort and fabricate, some idea can be had of the vicious 51: wre of the
destabilizing campaign which is being dilrecteq against t?e Gre_gfli]
by reactionary and backward agents of unpe[:allsm in the rlegtlion.  on 55 2

Grenadians must understand that thel(Jrenada Rfevofu !and el
threat to newspapers like these. Under their concept of a reerint e enrint
press, the press had the right to distort, to fabncatfz, to p e o poblish
libellous and scurrilous material from inside and outside, to re i
the views of the broad masses, to ignore the work anddiachéz'-r':m s
gressive governments and to openly and L_mashame f){ eri)z;lism forsign
reactionaries and other elements serving the interests of imp ,
domination and exploitation.

Vested Interest in Exploitation . business
Several of these news%apers in the region are owned b}/ the St?]r:ec}:-ilbuunjust,
men and corporations with a vested interest to mamdt:rm o exam,ple, the
exploitative and profiteering system th‘at we 11\.'e un ‘slteml aver tho past
Trinidad Express which has been attacking us quite const ! Tgrchhghr s
several weeks is one of the two main owners of the 'G}r1etlsla t?ley must oppose
Paper, They must, therefore, oppose majority rig s; oppose all attempts
attempts to end profiteering and exploitation, they must op
at progressive or socialist reconstruclipn of our S()'Cletl'ilsi Compared to the 50
Let us again use the Torchlight to illustrate this pomt. o one man, Mr
0 100 shares which most shareholders in Torchlight g“’ sy Newspapers
D.M.B. Cromwell, owns 6,902 shares and the Trinidad _);ius boran b
Ltd owns the next highest bloc of shares, 4,606 Shalrei‘er the ,company and
tWo of them they are able to exercise effective control o o ere. Drommers and
therefore over what goes into the papers. That being ]S“Oimdad ;‘jxpress news-
fomrades, would you expect the Torchlight and the Tr N ramemen. to
Papers, owned, controlled and run as they are by these hifvements of our
SUpport the Grenada Revolution, to publish the 'aiends to bring social
Revolution, to honestly explain how our Revolution in
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Beat Back Destabilizers

taking place.

The further rumour that the Government was conducting a house-to-house
survey and asking questions about the people’s ownerhisp of beds, chairs,
sheep, cows, goats and so on was used to suggest that we are going to divide
and share up people’s property in order to make sure that nobody had more
than one bed, or one sheep, or one goat, or one chair. The other rumour,
that the Cuban doctors who have worked so hard and so impressively with us
in Grenada were really only male nurses and had not been trained to be
doctors, was clearly aimed at discrediting the fantastic work being done by
these doctors and to try to get Grenadians to be afraid to go to them for
treatment,

Another recent rumour that ordinary level and advanced level results had
arrived in Grenada but could not be published until 1 had returned from
Cuba, so that I could decide who had passed and who had failed, was aimed
at giving the impression that the Gairy system of corruption and favouritism
was still continuing. And the most recent rumour, that the People’s Revolui-
tionary Government had given instructions that nobody between the ages of
18 and 40 years would be allowed to leave Grenada, is clearly aimed at
creating panic in the minds of that section of our population hoping to travel
abroad.

These Rumours Have Been Carefully Organised

We have no doubt that most of these rumours are carefully werked out by
Vicious but clever minds in our country who understand the importance of
Propaganda warfare. It is significant that the 18 to 40 year rumour is aimed
at the young people who are generally regarded as constituting the very core
and heart of the support for our Revolution. It is also significant thfit this
Particular rumour was released simultaneously in Grenada and America, so
that we actually received a query from our Embassy in New York a few days
2g0 asking us to confirm whether this rumour was true or false. The destabil-
izers not being content simply to attempt to destabilize Grenadians in
Grenada are ajso aiming to destabilize Grenadian nationals abroad.
Following the imperialist-inspired and CIA-organised overthrow of the
ende government in Chile, surviving Chilean patriots put out a docum{?nt
entitled  Psychological Warfare Against The Popular Government which
carefully detailed the different forms of psychological warfare which had
€en used against the Allende government. This document quotes quite
CXtensively from the sections of the Handbook published by the US Army
and CIA dealing with psychological warfare entitled Field Manual of the
Department of the US Army. The document shows that the intention of the
destabilizers is to keep the nation in a state of commotion, to promote
Malicious rumours and other forms of false propaganda constantly, to creat,e
4 general social situation of instability and crisis, to manipulate people’s
hatura] feelings of terror, hatred and hope, to destroy the image of the
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In Nobody's Backyard

leadership, the party and the government so they wiil no longer be able to
govern and will appear weak, uncertain and defence]e.ss. The document 'e):l
plains with great clarity that the procedure for carrying out psy;hologlcd
warfare combined both direct political action by reactionary politicians an

false propaganda in the local newspapers and other forms of the ntass medll«'il-
It also points out that fumour-mongering and malicigus telephone ca"s
played an important part in this destabilisation process. What the'above ttf §
us is that these rumours are not just the work of local reactionaries workmg
alone, but local reactionaries being guided by and working hand in hand
with imperialism, the CIA and other reactionary forces outside of Grenada.

We Must Unite To Beat Back Destabilisation

Sisters and Brothers, we must fearn from the experiences of others. _We must
Tecognise the destructive role that economic sabotage, malicious and irrespon-
arson, violence and malicious rumour-mongering can

g and terrible deprivation,

It is vitally important that such activities should be nipped in the bud. It
is vitally important that you should remain alert, vigilant and watchful.
Anyone caught spreading malicioys rumours or attempting to engage in other
acts of sabotage or arson must be reported immediately to your nearest

PRA Camp or Police Station, or better yet, should be communicated directly
to anyone answering telephone number 2263,

activities of counter-revolutionaries, saboteurs

tempts to turn back the Revolution, the Rev
olution will go forward.

In the words of the
Poor and the meek shy
destabilizers are against

Let us unite to beat

t us constantly struggle
and commitment of our people!

Let us organise and mobilise to huilg our Revolution!

Bible, we say very firmly that justice will come to the
il inherit the earth, whether or not the exploiters and

to raise higher and higher the consciousness

sy oot s e

5. New Martyrs, New Patriots

National Broadcast on RFG, 19 June 1980

A Savage, Brutal and Cowardly Blow

. its most cowardly
Today, imperialism struck its most savage, its most br'E]t:l’“:;Z committed by
blow against our Revolution. Today a _monstfgus ?élr our country. Today is
imperialism and its local agents. Today is a sad day as we have been doing,
a day when we gather together to Co.mmemo'rate;he Anniversary of Butler
another tmportant Anniversary: on this (Jccasxonf he day was ended, and
and Strachan, two of our national heroes. But. be orfe these two outstanding
even while we were commemora‘ting the lweslgth of June we will also be
comrades, we find now that in the future, on the atriots of our People’s
commemorating new martyrs, new heroes, new p
Revolution and of our struggle. B oung sisters —
At this time two young comrades of our countgy th;;\;ovgéioufbeasts of
are dead; murdered by these cowards, murdered guntry are gone. The way
imperialism. At this point two more people of our Cb was planted at the foot
in which this incident took place was t};lat a bolnt] as planted in such a way
of the steps of the pavilion of the Queen’s Park. 1w deIr)ship of the country
that it was directly below the point whgff th?k eid at 3.00 o’clock, it did
Was sitting. It was timed to go off at 3.00 o'cloc 3Security Forces indicate
20 off. The fragments which were collected by our nd indicate also that it
that the clock was connected to sticks of dynamlte;] at indicates very clearly
Wwas done in a very sophisticated way. In a waﬁ/ tlj This is not the way
that they received training. This is not local technology.
of our Grenadian people.

; ians
Plan Not Only to Kill Leadership but also Ordinary Grenadia

ill the leadership
We must know too, that this was not just an attetmlftt ;soitk\:lfloild be for any
of our country. Important as that would be, importa ut the entire leadership
of these reactionaries and these murderers to wipe 0 beyond that. Because
at one time, we must note that the pian here w‘ent lev;r; rship of the country,
in the attempt at trying to wipe out the entire ef;reds perhaps thousands
these murderers were prepared to kill dozens, hun *
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of ordinary Grenadians. In our situation only imperialism could be
responsible for this.

Can one think of an ordinary Grenadian counter-revolutionary being
prepared entirely on his own to wipe out hundreds of innocent Grenadians,
while at the same time trying to kill the leadership? Can one think of an
ordinary Grenadian agreeing to plant a bomb in a rally of thousands of
Grenadians? When we consider the list of those who have died, those who
may yet die and those who are injured, some very seriously, some in a critical
way, you can get an idea of the point I'm making.

At this point, two young women of our country, 13-year-old Laureen
Phillip of River Road, and 23-year-old Laurice Humphrey of Byelands, are
dead — murdered — blown to pieces by this bomb. At this point also, two
other young children, two other young people of our country, both Baileys,
both of the River Road/Tempé area, one eight years old, one 15 years old,
are lying in a very critical condition. One has lost her leg, the other one has
serious injuries to the back and buttocks, blown off by this deadly bomb.
(Fifteen—year—old Bernadette Bailey has since died.) Two more people are also
It a serious condition; in fact, in the last few hours, our valiant doctors and

right now hospitalised, ly;
would live or whether th
treated and have been ¢
Prove to be serious.

ng in our St George’s Hospital, unsure whether they
ey would die. Several dozen more people have been
ischarged, and we hope that their injuries will not

Chile, Jamaica, Cuba, Vietham — Now Grenada

TR At i Jamaica. We think of the Guanpn s SRR

e e oens. of pecple were ot when 3 fire was, garicd
hldiedidy Sattied-qut, -lire.the gunmen shot them
<O (0, T0agt. We recall that just a few weeks ago on the

New Martyrs, New Patriots

i ialism and their local reactionary agents.

Hnlz:’;mthsink of our comrades in Cuba at this time. We remember the many
struggles, the many trials, the many tribulations of our Cuban comr‘ades. We
think of their heroic sacrifices; we think of their courage. We recall “The Bay
of Pigs” when US imperialism trained Cuban exiles 'm-Mlam: and backed t}}em
up and sent them to Cuba with the intention of turning back the Revolutlon.
They were routed by the brave heroic people of Cuba. We th11_1k of the
blowing up of the ship Coubre. We think of the October 1976 Air Cubana
disaster when 73 innocent people travelling on a Cuban plane were quwn out
of the skies in order to appease the revenge and the thirst of imperialism. W(ei!
think of the ‘pirate ship’ attack on Cuba. We think, too, of the dozeps an
dozens of unsuccessful assassination attempts on the Cuban leadership apd,
in particuiar, on our friend and comrade, Fidel Castro. Comrades, we think
of Vietnam where thousands and millions of people were .kllled and
massacred by US imperialism. We think of the My Lgi massacre in t.he early
1970s, when innocent people were rounded up during that notorious war
and brutally murdered, women and children, all innocent people.

Revenge on the Masses. They Cannot Win

Tonight, it is important for us to try to put into context what_ today’s g;‘:rrllis
mean, because today's events did not just drop out of the skies by acct;}oﬂ of
Today’s events are part of a total unfolding plan auneq at the destructs :
the Grenada Revolution; aimed at the wanton devastation of our cosmtry,th
we choose not to continue along the old submissive zfnd eKPlOltat_“’e pa §
that Gairy and his minions pursued. We think of the history of [_JS ﬁ“ﬁeﬂgu
ism. We think of the days when the gunboats ruled .the world,a}v e ?(54
landed marines in someone else’s country; Arbenz in Guatemh.:.alk mfthej
Dominican Republic in ’65 and dozens of other exam'ples'. Wet i laorl he
Occupations and the annexations of other people’s territories, p?r:}llcuas sZssi-
our region, in Latin America and the Caribbean. We think o efChile
nations of Sandino the Patriot of Nicaragua, of AJlende,.the hio }?ands ot,'
of so many other martyrs of this region who had to die at the
imperialism,

We think of the scientific way in which they have evoived ahl'le}‘: c\::;:s;::
Which they have called destabilisation; sabotage; a concept w i‘; ’u o local
fails, eventually leads to terrorism. We think of the attempts e
OPportunists and counter-revolutionaries — people who try to bule wI’Fo pas a
base, people who fail in building that popular base, and people who, as 2
result of having failed to fool the masses, then turn to the las 1 arpterror Y
have in desperation; the weapon of open, naked, brutal and vu %um o
having given up all hope of winning the masses, these people mt):murder them
fevenge on the masses. They now seek to punish tha masses, O T i of
Wholesale; to plant bombs in the midst of rallies; to try to bre e
the Popular support of the Revolution; because imperialism was ITig
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and terrified by the Grenadian masses on March 13 1980 when 30,000 of
our people gathered in one SPot to celebrate one year of People’s Victory,
People’s Progress, People’s Benefits, They were terrified by that, and as a
result'they now seek to intimidate, to bullpistle, to browbeat. to frighten and

hundreds of bullets were found;

gelignite; only last week, brothers and sisters.

The Fascist Alternative — A New and Higher Stage

We thi Lo
teleph:::]]: t:‘)ol;leati t]!m POIt, of the numerous death threats, some on the
Threats so vul a;n ?jtters, directed to different members of the leadership.
finish reading tghesean 80 Bross, that half the time we are unable to even
tinue to try to plot ngtef“ We think of people Jike Stanley Cyrus, who con-
be able to retury tha.n pfan anq scheme and who hope that one day they will
willing to use any a:]-:goumry Into the hands of imperialism. People who are
Revolution becoyer thunt of v:olfence and bloodshed to try to overturn the
people are the Revo) rey 1ocoBnise, and recognise quite clearly, that the
Revolution js popul ¢ o and that the Revolution s the people, that the
understand that rer:ali%tllr a‘]r‘l}? strong and deeply rooted in the masses. They
Pacticipation and pegajen 2. <"O™ that after tasting 15 months of people’s
(:‘nlyp:ﬁples.benefns that the people wii] fight back. And,
is bloodshed, terrorisr:m: t;ve to the R?Volution at this period in our history
only alternative, » OPen, naked, violent fascist dictatorship; that is the
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We think of those who have called our Revolution a temporary obstgcléﬂ‘, fl
their path. People who choose to campaign at this time on the qu?stlon ot:
Grenada. We think of those who have referred to Grenada and Suriname as
‘temporary obstacles’. and just weeks after that statement, our Suriname
brothers and sisters find that their country has been invaded. We think of all
these things.

We think of the Solid Shield 1980 exercises which were planned by the
Americans; plans which included the use of more than _350 s.hips, severgl
planes, more than 20,000 marines, plans which included myadmg the te.rn-
tory of Cuba, going on to Guantanamo to stage the operation, plans which
included learning and practising how to mine the Caribbean Sea so as to be
able to block off our country, and other progressive and revolutionary
countries in the region, in any kind of situation. We think of the recent
nuclear war alert that took place in the United States when, becau_se of a
mistake in a computer - a mistake which took four minutes'before it could
be discovered — the world came very close to nuclear destruction and nuch.aa?r
confrontation. We think of the warmongers, of those who reco_gnise the crisis
now afflicting international capitalism, of those who see their super-profits
being drained away, of these who recognise that only if they are able to gedt
8 war economy moving again, to build more and more armaments an
weapons of destruction, only in this way will their super-profits rise, ar_ad_ in
pursuit of dollars — in pursuit of more and more profits — they are wiiling
to destroy innocent children, innocent women.

Comrades, we have to recognise that this is a new stage, we have to recog-
nise that what we are seeing, what we saw today represt.antsla new and hllgher
stage in the plans of counter-revolution. Their desperation .1s now_comp ete.
This act and exhibition of gross and naked and vulgar terror;s'm which wje §aw
today was aimed at frightening and terrifying our people into SmeISSI‘;"-
What we saw today comrades, was aimed at trying to reduce us to cowarblse,
Was aimed at trying to force us to return to the old days when they were a
to dominate and exploit our country.

Who Does the Revo Benefit?

We must note very carefully that our Revolution was for justice, folr fo?(c)ir,
for health, for housing, for clothing, for pipeborne watet, for educataoln,t_on
People’s control of our resources, for people’s participation. Our Rfevz uolwn
Was and is anti-imperialist. We are against the naked ex‘plm.tatlon of o rt'ons
fesources for the benefits of a small minority of big mumnanonal_ Corpmaa;d is
and their backers in the big powerful governments. Our Revolution w;s tional
anlicolonialist. Qur Revolution was and is in fa"o,ur of the Mati ic
Liberation Movements, in favour of the New lntemat{onal and I-Zcono:‘llml
Order which aims at bringing social and economic justice to the poor
Over-exploited countries of the Third World.

hispmeans that our Revolution is for the poor in our country, for the
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working people in our country, for the youths and women in our country,
for the middle classes in our country, for the small and medium businessmen
and farmers in our country, for the fishermen in our country. In fact, as we
have said over and over again, this Revolution has room for all of us, once we
are patriotic, once we are prepared to end our exploited days.

Think of who has benefited from the Revolution. What has the massive
distribution of free milk to all children under five years meant, the massive
distribution of milk to children in schools, to mothers in homes — islandwide:
who has this benefited? What about the increase in scholarships, the 109
university students who are now studying abroad to become doctors and
engineers, to become agricultural scientists and what not, who is benefiting
from that? The fact that secondary education fees have now been chopped
from $37.50 to $12 a term. Who will benefit? The extra scholarships given
to secondary school children; the fact that the debts that Gairy owed to the
University of the West Indies are now being repaid, who will benefit? Look
at our recent People’s Budget. If one-third of our people no longer have to
pay taxes, many of those earning up to $510 a month no longer have to pay
taxes, who is benefiting from that? We are to think of these questions sisters
and brothers. Twelve million dollars is being spent in this year’s budget on
heaithl and $9,000,000 on education. The National Commercial Bank which
now-aims at utilising the savings, the financial resources of our people in our
own Interest — who is going to benefit from that? The National Importing
Board has so dramatically reduced the price of sugar and cement and kept
that. price stable, because while we sefl sugar today at 50¢ a pound, in several
territories in this region th ’
And if it were the same old monopolist still controlling sugar, Grenada’s
sugar could not be selling for less than $1.20 a pound. 1t is the masses, it is
all of the people, except the tiny handful of exploiters that you could count
on one hand and thejr foreign imperialist backers, apart from this tiny

ETﬂc;nty, it is the masses of our people who have benefited and are bene-

They Will Attack — we Must Fight Back

the problems, the needs, the r
\ . e i

he people and their own

:?gérz,rﬂi T;ﬂ;mgfto use those resources to benefit theiI: people. They are

bring 1o e o '1(')!1 control and the exploitation which they were able to

Past. That is why ouy country is being attacked. That is why the

[,
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United States considered, in the first few weeks of the Revolution, having a
naval blockade against our country. That is why the ex-Ambassador, Ortiz,
tried to organise a ‘human rights campaign’, as he called it, against our
plan that the CIA had worked out, a plan of destabilisation, a plan of
assassination, a plan of bringing terror to our people.

But this country is our country. These resources are our resources. We
have a right to choose how we are going to build our country. We hav_e a
right to determine who our friends are. We have a right to end exploitation
in our country. We have a right to bring justice to the poor, and food and
work to the poor people of our country. We have a right to use our labour
and our resources to build our country. That is why we must fight back.
That is why we cannot sit down and accept the plans of imperialism and local
reaction.

Sometimes, sisters and brothers, a people are called upon to fight back, to
draw on hidden or inner reserves of strength that they do not know t‘hat
they have, to demonstrate extraordinary courage in the face of adver§1ty,
to fight back against what might appear to be impossible odds. Sometimes
people are called upon to do these things. We are confident that as a rt?sult
of today’s monstrous crime our people will emerge stronger, more.unlted,
more vigilant, more powerful than imperialism and its local terrorists and
Stooges. We ase confident that a united and determined people can never be
turned back. We are confident that a well organised and conscious people
¢an never be frightened, can afford to be brave, can afford to stand on our
feet and face the world. In any event, revolutionaries do not have the ngl'!t
1o be cowards. We have to stand up to fight for our country because this
country is ours. It does not belong to anybody else.

Our first task in this new situation is to protect, to consolidate, to defend
our Revolution. We have warned over again of the danger that opr.countlry
faces, we have pointed out on hundreds of occasions that imperialism wﬂ_l.
10t 'may’, but will attack our country. We have pointed out that there is
dbsolutely no doubt in our minds that imperialism and local reaction will
keep plotting and scheming. We have said that Revolution has laws; that (;‘ne
of the laws is, that the more progress the country makes, the more benefits
that are brought to the ordinary masses of the country, the more resistance
You will see from the counter-revolutionaries and from imperla]_lsm. Sop‘te
have doubted this. Some have felt that we are spending too much time talking
of imperialism, that we are spending too much time looking for counter-
'evolutionaries, that we are talking too much about the possibility 02 0;1"
country being attacked and our people being murdered. Some dzsbe]leve. allt e
word of the Revolution, but now they know, now they undgrstand. Impe;;( 512
and local reaction, know no boundaries. They draw no ll.nes. They rtn , ;e:]
distinctions between killing people and killing animals. ‘It is the same gecause.

€ Mercenaries they hire are quite correctly called ‘dogs of war child
When they come they do not look to see if it is a man or a woman of : ild,
they do not look ta see if it is a soldier in uniform or a cripple on a bed, 0
infant resting in its mother’s arms. They do not make these distinctions.
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Only the Beginning
And we have to be honest

the beginning; what we ha
life and because it is imp

tonight comrades, and point out that this is only
Ve seen today can happen again; that is a fact of
ortant for our people to always know the truth,
to face the facts, we must point it out. Remember that just as Bloody Sunday
in November 1973 was a signal to our country, that worse was to come and
worse did come; 21st January, 1974 Horror Monday, when our people were
massacred, when one man Rupert Bishop was murdered; June 1975 when our
Comrade Kendrick Radix was brutally beaten in the streets: 1977, 19th June
when young Alister Strachan, another patriot of our Revolution in our cause
was murdered because he chose to stand up for his rights. Think too of that
connection Gairy was building with the Chilean fascists. Now, when we
remember Bloody Sunday forewarned us of all of this, in the same way, we
must realize that today 19th June, 1980 is like a warning and an indication to

us of the possibility and the likelihood of more attacks, more desperation,

more terrorism by imperialism and local reactionaries and counter-revolution:
aries.

our people must redouble their

i ¢ more and more on the lookout for the oppor-
tunists, the reacticnaries, the counter-revolutionaries, Now more than ever
our people must look out for imperialist attacks, for the possibility of more
and more planes flying over our air space in open violation of international
law, as if they own our country. If we had a plane and sent it to fly over their
countries they would shoot it down. But they believe they have a right to
Just come to our ¢q

untry and fly over a5 they wish. But we repeat the

: :cmuf-‘ltg ‘onight that the comrades in the PRA are able to use their anti-
lreraft weapons ang when Unauthorized crafis fly over our lands, without

Permission, we reserve the right to do what they would do shoot them out
of the skjes, ’

Tonight, we must be conscioys of the need for us to continue to patrol
our beaches and our lands, not just broadly and roughly speaking, but every
ave in thig country must be carefully watched.

; ! N avoid a repetition of what happened today is
:(‘;o“: arealtnore aIlert, if we are more watchful of suspicious actiI:rll?ty, if we keep
odd “\:,ga ?FOP ¢ with parcels, for example, that seem to be behaving in an
coumryyi ] we“'e f;'dt?uble our look-outs on important buildings in our
a hundred tirneg.:et;eyy\;'??l-‘ease’ not by doubling or tripling, but increasing by
and strengthen on i litia that we now haye in our country; if we step up
People’s Revolutio © Popular defe‘:‘ce forces of our country, not just the
people in uniform 1:;')' ti‘\rmy, 7ot just the People’s Militia, not just our
People’s war to def; ndere ore, but all of our People must now prepare for a
end our country against oca] attacks and foreign invasions.

efforts at vigilance, must b
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All people who love our country must be willing to defend our country.

Revolutionary Firmness

Today we saw signs of the greatness of our people. We saw 518"15 a‘;c;
reminders of the courage, of the discipline, of the v%gllanc'e of our PEOPI'?-Ieft
saw that today. We looked at the orderly way in which our PEOF'leder_
Queen’s Park after the bomb attack. We noted their concern for the ;ad
ship of the country, the number of our people who came and sfurroun (:-ket:
and made sure that we got out. We noted the deep concern o ourl\lwo .
for the women, for the children, for the elderly. We noted mpst foa tot_ao);,
the fact that the people of our country came forward w1thb1n %l:::ﬂt]fley
telling us what they observed, who they believgd put t.he bom D, W i
believed the bomb was planted; important intelllgenge 1nf9rmast10n Olnarrests
the security forces have acted and right now are still acting. e‘:ierii ot e
have already been made. Interrogations are rlght now going on, an o me:m-
I 'speak to you a number of our soldiers, pohceme?, .mlhtla ;;)m; : the,: hord.
bers of the security forces are presently in St Paul’s in Mt. s ry han Phillip
quarters of counter-revolution, at the home of a man called Strac )
the present leader of the counter-revolutionary gang in Ol’lr COUEUY-d also on
Acting on information which we received in Quegns Paf , f[“ bard of
previous surveillance of Strachan Phillip and his tiny minori }31/ ot
Counter-revolutionaries, our security forces went to arrest' Stracu:nsecuritg
tonight and were greeted with a hail of bullets. Qur soldlers,fo \hoy
forces had to duck and run for their lives at first, and then :k Ctohl;:S:édress
fought back. And up to when 1 left to come down here to mf til ool m
that fight was still going on. That battle of our force_s, (l)) o wpa o We
uniform against the forces of counter-revolution was still being etg o
Must be conscious of this because something that you do t{“:: girect link’
which T will say tonight, is that we have firm evidence c; or counter
between these local counter-revolutionaries anFI a number of ot isrcountries
revolutionaries and agents of imperialism residing 3br_°ad’ somel of these
ROt too far from here. We have a fair amount of details of‘the t%:?fvhenever
elements. And what we say to them is, let today be a warning, K the People’s
they choose to come to land in our country to try to turn bac be ;e At with
Revolution they are going to be wiped out. They are going to ed when they
without mercy. The same lack of mercy that today theY_Show but on this
Planted their bomb, that same lack of mercy, that same fltr:nness,
OCcasion revolutionary firmness, will be used to deal with them.

Only the People Can Defend the Revolution and Build the C"“;ﬁrzmk places,
tarting tomorrow, recruitment teams will be going around to ot recruit
0 all villages, 1o all schools. These recruitment teams will be aummgMﬂim1 o
A least 20,000 more Grenadians to become members of Ou;,ax alert, to
mobilise our people for a state of war, to put our people on a ’
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put them in a situation of serious preparation for defence of our country. We
expect and look forward to the fullest co-operation of all teachers, of all
employers, of all our people generally, as we start this massive recruitment
drive, because at this stage the only guarantee against external attack and
internal sabotage and subversion and terror is if our people are ready, able
and willing to fight to defend our country. We need to defend our schools.
We need to defend all our key buildings, we need to defend our coastlines
against any attacks. And the PRA and the Militia as presently constituted
cannot do that by themselves.

All of our people now need to move to the centre stage of learning how to
defend the country with guns in our hands. So when any of them land in
this country with the intention of overturning our Revolution they will
understand that what they will meet is 3 fighting and combative people, a
le, to defend their country. So if they must win, what

g}i‘;\:‘r:f;oyr:& lh; past marty{s Alister Strachan and Harold Strachan and Jerry
“"%| Rupert Bishop, and Our present martyrs, Laureen and

{li::thn?;vgrl: ):1 atu-eth?Cl e, Sontinue to struggle to make sure that theit
o' in vain. They expect more discipline of us, more production.

They expect ap .
Militia oIf) 20’00021:1;(: Oc(:)(gruptlon, an end to inefficiency. They expect a

°UrAcoumry and to protect j grel(c)lptl; ggg:ée:uieRv::Efu:i(?; ople’s war to save
and ;::1 ;g:gpafthls;tomght, sister.s and !:)rothers, comrades, with the Phillip

. Y familjes, as the entire nation hopes and prays that the young
Vive, we must at the same time redouble our faith

! imperialism must not Succeed. We must, as a people, be

Prepared to fight back, we mu i
dole with the families of tho?ea;;opel?f e peen s we 3 of then shildren

tonight, Ve been robbed of their children
ight, never forget that the Breatest honoyr any patriot can pay to himself

New Martyrs, New Patriots

or his country is to die for his country. Therf: is no honour greater thant.th:;l.
So yes, we sympathise, but at the same time we note that new tna tl‘othe
heroes have emerged, that new national heroes have sprung up oliilI t())e e
struggle of our people, and the funerals_of these young marty}rls wOur o ou
people’s response. We must assemble in our thot_lsands to 0?‘( e
who died today and to show by our numbers,. not just the quan :hy’answer
terms of the quality of our response, give imperialism and reac;lon Eave e
that they will not be expecting; that we have not been cowed, wed tve not
been frightened, we have not been intimidated. But we are pr;pa(rje mloving
tinue to struggle in the recognition that th.c struggle of theRree iﬁtion e
people of Grenada, that the struggle to build the .Grenada evo -
historic task which our country is shouldering, which we are dom.gdnsV Jld
for ourselves in Grenada but for the entire region, for the entire Third Wor re,
because freedom and struggle and revolution and social progress a
indivisible, cannot be separated. ) .

Freedom-loving peolfle throughout the Caribbean and_Latm A?eSZ;Str;
looking forward to the Grenada Revolution, want to see it suc;:eeh- oy
Prime Minister of St Lucia, Brother George Odlum, rang mia 'ele::a ha%'e
and expressed the deepest solidarity of the people of St L'K;:ac.iee dsyCom-
expressed the solidarity in words and they plan to back dlt Wltis o1 this very
rade Bobby Clarke of Barbados, well known to Grenadians roressing
moment in Barbados at a Rally in remembrance of Walter Tdtr'leza: % aﬁibbean
solidarity and support with the Grenada Revolutlon.. The An lgh ve alioady
Liberation Movement and the leadership, under Tim Hector, ha o o,
Sent us two cables of firm solidarity. There is no do.ubt th?tr;v:rdree
loving people of the Caribbean want to see our Revolution go fo -

Those Murderers Will Pay

Let imperialism, let local reaction, let counter-revolunonﬂliea(;nt:;l?ofrf\g:dt?o
People, that for every one of us they kill 10,000 more w Aclister Stoaohan's
tarry on the struggle. Today, as we commemora?e.d young Ko of the youns
Murder, and as we stood by the graveside in Calivigny thinki gbefore us 25
tomrade who was murdered three years ago, we saw pa:;l:gstruggle Y
More young pioneers who came forward to continue e emradc. When
MOre young pioneers ready to fill the place of that youthge wan never kill
Will imperialism learn? Yes, they can kil our bodies but a: o ter kill the
the spirit of a people fighting for their liberat!on"thiy Cush their country
;pirit of & people fighting for their country and fighting to p
Orward. . of
Next year, on this same date, as we commemorate the : r::c‘irerligice,
Tubal Uriah (‘Buzz’) Butler, of Alister Strachan, of 'LaurlI; we will have
tWo nmewest martyrs, we know that instead of 25 Ploé‘ez:h Organization,
000 more pioneers, more members of the N.auonal f0 ard in order (o
of the Militia, more and more of our people will come forw
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ensure that our struggle continues,

Before the end I want to say that I have just been passed a cable which
has come from Jamaica from the People’s National Party expressing its
deepest shock at the assassination attempts and also its deepest shock at the
the murders, these fould and cowardly and gross murders of our youn
Grenadians committed today. We thank these comrades as we thank the
other comrades.

We think of the other families who are right now praying and hoping and
begging for the lives of those on the critical list in our hospital, but most of
all we think of the courage of our people and we know that the sacrifice
that was made today will not g0 in vain. Those murderers will pay for what
they have done. Imperialism wil] see us fight back. They will learn to respect

the will and the fighting spirit of the Grenadian people and the Grenadian
Revolution.

DOWN WITH COUNTER-REVOLUTION!
DOWN WITH IMPERIALISM!

THE LIVES OF THESE NEW MARTYRS MUST NOT BE WASTED, THEIR
BLOOD MUST BE FURTHER MANURE AND FERTILIZER TO PUSH
OUR REVOLUTION FORWARD.

REMEMBER - A UNITED, CONSCIOUS, ORGANIZED, VIGILANT
PEOPLE CAN NEVER BE DEFEATED.

FORWARD EVER, BACKWARD NEVER!

Health for All — A Right

of the Caribbean Masses

Feature Address at the Sixth Meeting_of .
CARICOM Conference of Health Ministers in

St George’s, July 1980

In the name of the people of Grenada it gives me very real pleasure to
welcome you all to our country. It is particularly pleasurable to do o because
this meeting being hosted in Grenada is a meeting of CARICOM Ministers of
Health, and in line with our very deep commitment to the CARICOM Move:
ment, and to Caribbean and regional integration generally, it ls'always a
Pleasure for us to have here in our country our friends, our sisters and
brothers from the Caribbean countries. . .

It is also particularly a pleasure because this, in our mind, is a very
Important meeting on a very important subject with important agenda ftems.
This meeting can certainly help to influence the future course of our region
as proper health to us is a key to the all-round development of any CO““'}?’-
Clearly, our working peopie will be unable to be fully- productwg, agoalft at
all of us desire, if they are unhealthy. Clearly, likewise, the ch;%dren of our
region will not be able to receive or to benefit from the educatloqal OPPo_rf-‘
tunities open to them if they are hungry, if they have poot eye§lght, orh!
they are otherwise similarly disadvantaged. Thus, any serious meeting og this
Question of improving the quantity and quality of health care must be an
Important meeting.

We have obsersed that there are 45 agenda items and ail of them appear t:
Us to be relvant to the full development of the regiong] health stratgf-'.y and
to the smooth continuation of the process of improving the quantity t?fat
qQuality of health care for the people of this region — a matter We are s}:re —~ a
Undoubtedly concerns all governments in the Car}bbean communi )t/ st
hmatter on which all of us have yet to make significant progress or a

ave much more to achieve. St

As a result of our common history of colonialist explogtatloﬂ and C‘::
tinuing imperialist domination we all share a number of dlsadVan[:ngs. for
Conomic system that taught us to look outside of our own coug trll;i e
solutions to our problems, an economic system that has perpetualed ctdens
of a Privileged local elite working in the interest of, and as the han .malder-
Of rapacioug external forces; an economic system that has left us poor, unThis
developeq, over-exploited, with a very open, very dependent eCm‘!omyl-'te to
legacy hag also left us an educational system that has prepared al;my el;f;m!)t

€ Masters while condemning the broad majority to perpetual self-con )
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derogation and poverty; an educational system, morecover, that has trained
this tiny elite to measure progress in terms of dollars, and hence to be un-
patriotic and uncaring for the suffering of others: to get rich quickly and thus
Jo seek fortunes abroad if and when the local environment does not allow for
sufficiently rapid advance; an educationa] system that did not stress service
but stressed rather personal individualist advancement. Hence a system that
made it very difficult for the certificated elite to be willing to put their
talents at the disposal of the masses, to work as part of a team with people
deer_ned to be their ‘inferiors’, and to be unwilling to make any personal
scarifices or concessions in the interests of the deprived and oppressed masses.
This legacy has also Jeft usa political, social, moral and psychological climate
that has deformed our perspectives and priorities. That has left us thinking
that de‘,"’k’pmem and progress should not be measured in terms of meeting
the tpmc needs of our people, with regard to jobs, with regard to more
housing, with regard to better food, with regard to pipeborne water, with
;fg;:: to dtecfjni }}ealth care, w‘ith regard to clothing, with regard to education.
becomem;;: itl,l't US measuring progress in terms of how many of us can
ience past en én lonaires or new members of the middle classes. This exper

; present has,' therefore, left deep scars and greatly affected our
Capacity for achieving genuine development and social progress.

Our Health Problems Reflect the Colonial Legacy

th; n}edical clinics, the health centres, the
majorit 01as, into those areas where recisely the vast
. ;J!ga'::; :ff :‘;err?;l?spls; :rrte needfmg medical attention, It haspleft us,ytoo, with
an incorrect approach tg afl:  whopS oy JIiained, and also many with
approach to solving our med'e IWhOle e 1 pof T eaoping a communiy
ublic heal hma problems. It has left us with a serious short-
calth workers. It has left us in many cases with not

\E° ncepts Ofprimary heaiis cl;?el?onant if we are serious about developing ﬂle’;'

“"A second broad ares f isi of
£he Serious management c;nfios?l(;er::i::smg out of this legacy is in the area of\

in our coun problems that we face. In many cases
attempts gt ;i;sn‘tli‘;;i;fe ant‘ even health planners, and there are very l);mited
h ally devising a nationa] health plan. And again, precisely

©eN seen as unimportant, the whol

day-care centres — in other w

“&&%@M&M%

Health for All

f?;uestion of community participation in improving the quality and quant_i‘tytj
+of health care have also been sadly neglected. Food and nufrition couneils
ﬁ'r’é still the rare exception in the region. The possibility for mobilising com,
{ munities to unblock drains, cut overhangings, thus helping to deal with the %
| serious problems of disease communicated by the mosquito — these possi- /
\bilities have, by and large, been relatively untapped.

This legacy has also left us inadequate and in some cases non-existent
facilities. We are faced with a shortage of basic medicines, a shortage of
important items of equipment. The situation with regard to pipeborne water,
for example, remains a serious problem and this is certainly a very large
contributing factor to the continuing problems of gastro-enteritis and
diarrhoeal diseases. These two probiems certainly continue to be a sub-
stantial cause of death for children under two years. In many of our hospitals
X-ray machines do not function, specialised services — for example provision
of eye clinics, provision of dentists — these continue to be missing. In the
area of environmental health, the serious lack of trained health inspectors and
even junior inspectors, the necessary equipment for dumping sites, bulldozers,
spreaders, the refuse trucks, the garbage bins, all of the basic and very im-
Portant facilities are missing in several of our territories.

Changing the Situation is Within Our Means

It seems 1o us, sisters and brothers, that for societies like ours, it is important

10 identify all the possibilities for improving the quality of life, especially
when thig quality of life can be improved without a substantial capital ex-
Penditure, We believe that two areas where it is possible to bring benefits
~Hithout perhaps sperding 4 preat dial 'of fioney, ALe precisely in ihg areas of _
.ﬂ?ﬂﬁﬁ;ﬁhd educartoni, Wé feel this is so for the following reasons at least.

Firstly, the possibility to attract assistance from outside, from friendly
countries, from regional and international institutions, these possibilities in
our view are more readily available for these two areas of education and
healt‘h than for several other areas. j
Bassbility of getting schalagships from frien

Siutions s undoubtedly 2 ality, lnthe case
%ﬁ%?ﬁmg_fingnci%ggggtggcetg imREeNeLhe
mmgmm@mmm

Dol ’&?%9‘?@.,,.-5!359.;BBE%EQQ.&C? o GG e _
econdly, this s possible in our view because of the possibility to ratiof
¢ ” .the allocation of our scarce resources. For example, improvements cal}
*zoully. be made in areas such as our nursing S0 I A E L
~Skeuining there are Vinied posbIlTEs, (HEET0

_countries and friendly in-
0ss1bINTY SXISIS
Jh.QuLcountry,

d

= BN without a great deal of additioiAXPER it A SRR
~ Sl T o e g g R AT MitigDachno bins
assibilitics.ofs iec This

e
forhaapas. SAIIRES QL SRS ARLIEE
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is one of the areas in which regional co-operation must certainly move
decisively.

Finally, in this area we can begin to ensure a more proportionate use of
the budgetary allocations in heaith, We have found in Grenada for example
that in 1978 something like 70-75% of the health budget was being spent on
thg three General Hospitals, while the remaining 25-30% of that budget was
being spent on the service of the 35 Health Centres and Medical Clinics
around our country. The obvious disadvantage of this approach is that the
three areas of greatest spending were precisely the areas that were attending
:f’ a very small percentage of those in our country who need medical atten
ion.

; .third ppssibility, it seems to us, is to begin to exploit more the OPPOﬁ‘\
tunities for involving our communities

countlry. In the area of education, we found in Grenada that in January, for
a period of two weeks, by calling on the communities, we were able to get

¢ > for involving ¢ » for involving the masses of our people |
In participating in this Programme of improving on the health needs of our

\
|

something like 65 primary schools around Grenada repaired, refurbished or {

Tenovated. And this of course amounted to a massive saving for tax payers,
rea::;nt h:,; re;::oof health, similar possibilities exist. There seems to be no good
bringin hy lhmmumty centres could not in some cases also be used for

ging nealth care to our people. Our clinics and health centres can

certainly be repaired in part, b ity i i
/ » DY community involvement and assistance. The
unblocking of drains, the st ! X

lisl‘lr_nent of village health ¢

th buildings, of unblocked drains, but also
alth service that the people receive, all of

Us must repre i - .
health care. Present important possibilities in this area of

Health: A Right of All Our People

We f ;

keepi:;l :,oitl;lﬁl:;:t’ fs_lsters and brothers, that our efforts and goals are in
Ministers of Heahho ;hrepeated policy statements issued by the CARICOM
health is a right for a]le ¢ statements have stregsed among other things, that
should be provided wit}l:eF ple and as such maximum health opportunities
These statements have ees taking secondary place rather than priority.

also stresged the need i it
to our ruza) Population, and the need to recluc:0 _dehver tios in (ot rovision

follows:

Health for All

Firstly, the development of comprehensive health services. Secondly,
a proper health care for mothers and children, Thirdly, a proper strategy
for food and nutrition. Fourthly, control of communicable diseases,
Fifthly, control of non<communicable diseases. Sixthly, proper en-
vironmental health, and finally, the development of adequate support-
ing services.

Many of these objectives are being tackled and 1 understand that today the
Secretariat can report that there is a clear declaration on a regional health
policy, that there is an ongoing management developmient project, which is
helping to train over 700 personnel in our region; that there is a serious thrust
in the field of health manpower development. The community is also
developing the ability to monitor and to survey the outbreak of epidemics.
There is a clear environmental health strategy. There is a comprehensive,
maternal and child health strategy. There is great progress towards the
creation of a food and nutrition strategy. This could become a reality, I am
told, by the end of this year. There is also a dental health strategy which is in
need however of urgent implementation.

[ am advised further that the regional pharmaceutical policy is in the
process of preparation, and that progress is being made in the field of disaster
Prevention, preparedness and relief. No one can seriously say that these are
ot important advances, but nonetheless we must also recognise that we still
have, individually and collectively a long, long way to go. Accordingly, we
I Grenada have begun to develop a national health’ plan, aimed at

dramatically improving the quality and quantity of health care ino our
Country,

léla Rational Health Policy Is a Vital Part of National Development
ns

The People’s Revolutionary Government of Grenada views health as a basic
“man right and as a fundamental prerequisite for the formulation of a sound
f}clotﬂomic policy. Further the People's Revolutionary Government is aware
lh? health for all can only be attained through national political will, and
act;:fl-l[g'h the co-ordinated efforts of the health sector and t}}e relevant
deve]l les of other social and economic development sec_tors, since healt_h
evd"pmeﬂl both contributes to, and results from social and economic
poicopmem' Health policies must form part of an overall development
peo f” thus .reﬂecting the social and economic goals of government an_d
" II!)l:t In this way, strategies for the health, social and economic sectors will
our ually supportive, and together can contribute to the ultimate goals of

S0ciety.,
vaﬁlf,‘:rywhefe. people are more and more coming fo realise that the moti-
its o I striving to increase their earnings is not simply greater wealth for

Wi sake but the social improvements that increasedpurchasing power can
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bring to them and their children, such as better food and housing, better
education, better Jeisure opportunities and of course better healt.h.. Only
when they have an acceptable level of health, can individuals, families and
communities enjoy the other benefits of life,

Health development is, therefore
development, and the means
this reason, efforts to improve
nation must be regarded as
Discussions on whether the
whether it is an €conomically
belong to the academic past.
our people with adequate hea
therefore, at the time when re
social and economic plannj
mandatory for Grenada an
Separate and special priorit
reach the poorest of the poo

» essential for social and economic
for attaining them are intimately linked. For
the health and socio-economic situation of our
mutually supportive rather than competitive,
promotion of health consumes resources or
productive factor contributing to developmffnt
We fully accept our responsibility to provide
Ith care as a matter of right. It is imperanye,
sources are scarce, to ensure that compreher}sw_e
ng be impiemented. And in this regard, it is
d the region’s developmental efforts to give
¥ to a health strategy particularly designed to
rin our respective countries.

Our Plan for Realising Better Health Care

‘ ial to ensure the appropriate delegation
of responsibility ang authority, th

¢ preferential allocation of resources to
€ Proper location of the g

he communitjes th
Ives political, social
¢ needed especialj

health care, and th
are accessible tg ¢
of health care invo
planning teamg ar

pporting services so that thﬁ)f
€y are to serve. And since the planning
and economic factors, muItidisciplinérY
Y at the central level. Central planning

Plan of action 1o overcome th
has therefore been initiateq of this plan are: firstly
an "vestigation of existing he manpower, supplies, equip-
l':’n::l:laat?:n‘{:;l(lin:;?;diecoﬁdly' an investigation intg the basic needs of the
’ trdly, the question of | i essa
to thorou ghly research the pre inkages and referrals. It is necessary

sent health del; in exactl
what components g WVery system to ascertain e y

Presently bein, offe ices
wvailable, by whom are they providedgat whr::j ;-m whom are these serv

€ problems of gya;
The main components
alth care services —

1ty and accessibility

Health for All

i h
comprehensive health delivery system c(:jm bt:,j plantned. ;ti :::i eigi([i;rlisil ::lih
i inadequate an
roblems as poor or uneven quality, an
Eare. Intersectoral co-ordination between health and some or all Otgfrj:?(g:
such as finance, education, agriculture and water resources, w
sought and established.

Community Support and People’s Participation — A Key Factor

It is our firm belief that all genuine democratic processes re?t‘oi’ic?rioé?otfé
and are strengthened by a mass movement. The active partII_Cll:;fion of thess
popular masses in all such processes is essential for the rea lscali that pricaacy
goals. At the Alnia Ata Conference, members clearly recognise d glz)make
health care was the means of attaining heal%h for all. And, 1tn 0;S eruickly as
primary health care universally accessible in the Commuﬁl Y f%r health
possible, maximum community and individual  self-re 1anfcfi'1 community
development is essential. To attain such self-reliance requues; gf their health
participation in the planning, organisation .aﬂd mar}agemlfﬂu h appropriate
care. Such participation is best mobilised in our view t Fohgalth prablems
education which will enable communities to deal with their he

in the most suitable ways. :

Substantial commugity support is therefore a key fat?t(l)r llzo:lite}:'z fﬁgfﬁ
and continuity of a primary health care system. We Certlfmsyfarmers youth,
Organisations and groups in our country, be they Or WOIKETS, nd moi)itoring
Women, business — alt of them should be involved in Planmngb: developed on
of this system, The fundamental tasks which are hoped to vl for the
i intersectoral level are the raising of the health ejucat:ﬁ:tion on health
éntire population; obtaining the effective support of the foi}; atient relations;
Programmes; strengthening community SEIvice _an’d do?(;) Ee in their health
and increasing and gt rengthening the communities’ confiden
Services, o iques,

Curative medicine, although it is continuously Peffe(ftl?lg.ggshtee:lltlfrll ﬁavel.
-amnot alone assure the maintenance of the population Shiclh are priorities

€ promotion and protection of heaith are aCtIVltlesz \lth. The national
when it tomes to offering the community a hlg}} level 0 ee me:dical practice
health system being developed in our country will encourf}%e development of
1o take 4 Preventive/curative approach, and a]low-for This activity will
Plogrammes foy the lessening and eradication of daseasege activities of the

¢ based on the integration of the preventive and curativ

Inistry of Health. P ive reform and
¢ are also actively looking at the question of admtln 1:Lrag:§g about the
are publicly committing ourseives, as government, oal into a reality.
o E8saty heaith reforms that are essential to convert ‘;‘1 tgh care programme

I5 clear tha the full development of the primary he term process.
the achievement of its fundamental purposes is a lo-ﬂg-ﬂ‘:e light of new in-
Strategy will need to be constantly adjusted in ,

we
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formation, day-to-day experiences, and social changes taking plgce. However,
while the primary health care approach itself is universal there_ isno umv.ersal
recipe for primary health care programines, each one being a ﬂ?{tlﬂﬂﬂl
endeavour specific to the country’s concrete situation. What succeeds in one
country cannot necessarily be trasnplanted and have the same results every-
where. However, we firmly believe in the words of the 1977 draft resolution,
which was proposed at the 1977 St Kitts Ministers of Health Confcr.ence,
that in the Caribbean Community the question of health is geographlcally
indivisible. That to the extent that any of us are able to make progress in this
important area of improving on the quality of health for our people, it must
be of benefit to the rest of us in the region, to the extent we are so _closely
connected and linked together by different forms of transportation, by
regularity of travel and in other such ways. )
Primary health care would be a more acceptable and easier way of delivery
of health care. To make the community the focal point of the whole system,
to look for the relevant technology that our countries can accept and afford
and to aim at the universal accessibility of health care is in many ways revo-
lutionary.
Primary health care would be more acceptable and easier to implement for
all countries, if we al] realise that others are successfully using this approach.
regional and international, political, moral, technical and
financial Support are important, Qur government has recognised the fact
that with the availability of basic health techniques and opportunities, the
Provision of food, education, decent housing, more pipeborne water, and
assistance in improving Productivity, the health of communities can improve
dramatically and in a way that ensures the potential for continuing and

continuous change. We have acknowledged that it is our duty to provide the
population with a health care system which is available, accessible, affordable
and of a high quality. And although we are fully aware of, and limited by
financial and human constraints, we are determined to achieve the goal of
health for all by the year 2000, through Primary health care. And we believe

that this should certainly continue tq be the aim of all of us in the Caribbean
community and in the region.

our shores, wish you a very
While you are here with us that you take

joy our hospitality, our friendship and the beauty of our
country and people.
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7. Education is a Must!

Speech to Inaugurate the National In-Service
Tlej:acher Education Programme (NISTEP) at the
Grenada Teacher’s College, 30 October 1980

As everyone before me has said, I know I n}u5t now rep.eat it, to;i:lxsye;st}lll;n
doubtedly a red-letter day in our country. It's a day that in mo(rje Sbtedl an
ON¢, our country is once again making history. Toda){ is un %‘:Jlic bl}l/t o
important day because what it signals is the star‘t. not in a‘symt which for
2 real sense, of a very important experiment. It is an experimen el o
us will be the first of its kind in our country..and llfthe truth be sealan‘jv(o e
any boasting whatsoever, the very first of its kmq - habwnkg. nr gtherefore
scale — in the entire English-speaking Caribbean. We re er.r?hal:L 1 1gt’s problem;
on 2 massive project, an ambitious project, a project whic '335 wacrifice to
even now, a project which took several months of verylsiirlg N
initiate, very determined hard work by many comradgs e c y ade Coorge
able, hard-working and disciplined Minister of Education, Com
Louison, . I
Today is going to see the start of a more systematic, ? rr&(;rfe:gfenr:ﬁf];
a more planned approach to the question of the t}'alfllng ?1 0 we are sitting
the past, what we were able to do in this very building w eresomething likce
and standing right now, was train, over a period of two year's, Jarge leakage
fifty teachers. Now, out of that figure, as we know, there was a h% e
factor of teachers who received the training but none;theless ;attlg the colder
flight they coutd out of our beloved country, heading north to

climateg,

New Values, New Attitudes, New Habits

; n

What we hope to start today is a programme that will reverts:a tj};alt) (:;ert,l(; ;]l

TOIe ways than one., A programme that, because our Colllmetter wending

ave Meaning to the further material development and t'e D o

of our limijteq resources. A programme that instead of aiming e aim
In teachers o the basis of only 50 every two years, now a

traj
R ; ink in terms of
that this |apd is ours, that we alone can build it, that if we think

; veloped.
riching Plane or boat out of it then the country will never be develop

ad inly would
Cause in the final analysis only we can build it, and wit?li':;o t);lis pro-
hope that over the three years, because of some new inp
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gramme, because of the greater emphasis now on instilling new values, new
attitudes, new habits, new approaches to the question of education, of
integrating the theoretical aspects of education with the practical aspects, of
ensuring that the people receiving this training are in fact being prepared for
the real world that they are going to have 10 live in, then our teachers will be
able to pass on to their students an appreciation of understanding that
education is not primarily about certification, There are many certificated
fools in the world. Education is really much, much more about preparing us
for life and preparing us for the reql world.

That is the point of Teceiving an education, and the sooner we grasp
that, the quicker we wil] be able to develop an approach that says that work
and study are part and parcel of the same dynamic, the same process, the
same dialectic. We shall then aim in a serj
bgcome worker and student from day one of our existence until the day we
die. That is what life must be like in a poor, developing country such as ours.
We really cannot afford the luxury of compartmentalising people into these
separate categories, and then pulling them off the shelf, rubbing the dust off
therp and saying: ‘Right! You’re a graduate now, you’re no longer a student,
you're a worker. Whey you're working, you stop reading.” Or while you're
;e:t:ti?il:}t], a)ﬁ)urf parents and.far,ni]y are so concerned that you fill up your
Some psth o thlfs .Educatlon s _thatf even during the long summer vacation
e t?)e nts a:&; a r?ud to l.et their nice children go outside lest they stomp
e tak,e e ; al;lp_l:;g their toe their head might get affected! Afraid to let
o lot the ] . raid to iet‘tf!lem 80 by the land and pick up a cutlass, afraid

m go by a mechanic’s shop and learn something about the repairing
own by the International Airport project
is the way we have been in-

ave been brain-washed and socialised — not
, but for centuries,

Education for the Elite — A Colonial Legacy
The history of our country,

Third .World countries generally, hag pe
education is for the elite, for g ¢

1038 i : the others below thern That has been the
:omn:c?guflo“: otfh :dgga}non. Tha!t was the way oyr hist.oryawasasde\feloped
British colrmi:lism wen(t)ﬁ]hy ‘;1(:1‘\? one ters. That o after 350 years of
© One secondary school .. ’
Second ! Y school - the Grenada Boys
second agcfﬁ;':ol onhtop of the hill. They never even thought of building a
ry school because they didn’t Want the masses to have an
i Ucated, ignorant, back-
( 601, That was colonialismy’ And i
that way they could continue to explojt yg forever, tth;n:xl; gl::l .oﬁ:ldrai:'l
fage us always to Jook to the metropole,

as with the history of Latin America and all
s R a history that has said that
those certificates to lord it over e o who Bet certificates and then use
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to look outside of our own country, our own economy and look only to their
country to find jobs for their people, to use our surplus to build their ports
and their industries while we got the crumbs.

But of course, with the coming of the Revolution all that has come to an
end. Now we can truthfully say in our country that we have begun the
process — it will be a fong, hard one -- but we have taken the first steps
of reclaiming our land, reclaiming our resources, reclaiming our people, and
We are now beginning the historic task of ensuring that all of our people
receive all the education that they are willing to receive. That is one of the
most important meanings of the Grenada Revolution.

Problems for the New Programmes

So that is another reason why 1 am saying that this is a historic day for us.
For after all, when you really sit down and think about it seriously in terms
of all the massive problems — many of them real, genuine problems that did
feed solving - Problems, for example, associated with what we are going to
do with all of the children in the schools on the days when we take 259
teachers from these four parishes and bring them to St George’s. Or what are
" 8oing to do with the children of the other section of the island when we
take their 190 teachers from St Andrew’s and St Patrick’s and bring them to
the teaching centre in Grenville? Or, of course, the same problem in Carriacou.
T_he_se are real problems, nobody can deny that. When teachers were raising
fmﬁc“hies Centred around the question of what was being described as
VeWork’ — how am going to be able to do all of this extra amount of
Work? When other teachers were raising the problem of the bond and trying
0 put this argument in the context of our consensus and voluntary and
emocratic spirit - in other words, ‘if 1 don’t want to learn how to teach
g:xrly’ nobody has a right to force me, and if on top of forcing me how to
all ¢ Properly you want to make me sign a bond, that is slavery!” Remember
th € arguments that were coming out? Other arguments centred around
€ Question of vacation time, Teachers were saying *how am I going to lose
Oglltmber of weeks il] My vacation to take part in this course, especially if |
lsze ?111& Value_ of it and 1 don’t want to take part in it.’
one ese objections were coming forward comrades, as you know. And
PEISON throughout that entire period that I know of, who Kept saying
One sg,fsf objections were ones you must expect, that these obje_ctions in
fuelleq 3, :;fre only natural, that to a great extent t-hey were going to be
0 not za ¢ Iumour-mongers, by the counter-revolutionaries, by th?se who
ivision, _ Bt to see Progress, by those who want to create c_onfuswn'and
reason S0 dtherefore l_f we hold dialogue with the teachers, if we continue
Obiectiy and to rap with them, to ground with them and sho?v them the
® yalue of this Programme, then in fact all of them are going to come
oveA nd 1 must say that the early results of the survey which has'be.en
" the last two days have shown conclusively that the vast majority

to
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of our teachers are expressing their fullest support for the programmes and
are willing to go forward to make it into a massive success. That shows the
calibre of teachers that we have in Grenada.

Comrades, whatever we do there’l] be problems. The Centre for Popular
Education, as you know, was a programme where we had tremendous early
problems. It’s a programme which still has problems, but which has gone
forward and is now undoubtedly the most publicly-known programme that
the Revolution is involved in, and to a great extent it is the most successful.
So we have come from a tradition where we can truthfully say that when we
recognise problems and difficulties and obstacles, without allowing ourselves
1o sink into idealistic optimism, nonetheless we can realistically face our
problems, engage in dialogue with our people and make serious attempts to
bring them into participation in these programmes, involve them at every
step, mobilise them at every step, organise them at every step and let them
come up with their own creative ideas as to how to solve the problems. In
that way we are confident that any programme that the Revolution embarks
upon, any realistic programme, can and will succeed. That has been the secret

so. far, and once again that approach has been proved correct in relation to
this particular programme.

The Real ‘Firsts’

Our country has always been a country of firsts — and I'm not speaking about
the Kind of firsts in the way in which the old dictator used to use the term.
No, I'm not talking about first in building roundabouts, I'm not talking about
first in planting flowers, Pm not talking about first in riding UFO and I'm
not ta_lkmg about first in winning Miss World! What I gm talking about i3
firsts in the real sense, in a sense that brings real value to our country and
our people, That is why it was Fedon, a Grenadian, who led the insurrection

| ; mportant Caribbean trade unionist of this century.
?:ti rlls z}v:le):l :fl;gl;t}é S;;larrow is the World’s greatest calypsonian, that is Wh):
So, commn: }f the first revolution in the English-speaking Caribbean:
> t o S, when we look at our history we can truthfully see ourselves
" :er:szi?dants of Fedon, Butler and Marryshow. We can recognise what
Propan & ct; ntoevtio l:n the Past, and so no In-Service Teacher Education
i 3t o T be teo big a task for this Revolution. We are going to

_ ¢ lorward more ang ™more, we are going to make it succeed in2
massive way,

o
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of life and involved in all different sectors have access t.o r;;ofe satgfterg(gi
training possibilities, advances in the serious ?vork that has eenb e e
a new curriculum — and finally and most sigmﬁcanlly,.advances rf)ach hic
are now instilling into our people and our teaghers this new app Thes; e
new sense of values and attitudes to the question of Edu.ca“onil nonethe-
fundamental areas of progress. Some might appear intangible, all,

less, are of great importance.

Advances in Primary Education

In early childhood, for example, we have seen _that lover the last0;9thne“3$$2
more teachers have been trained to work full-time lﬂfthat Er::ls been done,
to five year bracket and the infants category. Aloto vxtro;f o reision and
not just among the teachers but also in the improvemen . ill'nj extremely
facilities. This is one of the areas that we ‘regard has :lsogmade many
important. In the overall area of primary education we avi Unit was estab-
advances. From the time that the Curriculum Developmen ked out which
lished last October, a whole number of programmes werc “\;v(::can see that in
had an immediate impact on our primary schooi Syﬂal;ui:l the new reading
terms of the workshops and discussions which were e ¢ again in terms of
materials that are being developed and most of all, Ot!_'lff 'als at the Ministry
this dialogue which has been taking place between the o hlcrls A large part of
of Education and yourselves, the primary school teac he n.the e ols were
that dialogue, on a mass scale, took place in January W (;1 rs’ Seminar. Most
closed down for two weeks for that historic Natmnall,;r fg.cw:ek work done by
fundamentally, it has been the daY'tO'dalf and wei , been going out there
the comrades from the Ministry of Education, who a\: L nd in different
on a regular basis and rapping with you at you sch ot(()) education can be
centres, trying to see if with you, this new appro aC‘l} never really succeed.
developed. If change is seen as coming from abovehu w(la oing by approaching
But if we look at the question of trying to get chang ingv olved in the specific
and involving the people — particularly those who are eat chance of success.
area where change is being sought — then there is a Br the ones who teach.
You are the ones who stand up in the classroom, you arteall important, your
Therefore, your ideas on teaching must be fundamﬁnt zu are doing, your
ideas on how you can create new approaches to wha ynication with your
ideas on how you can improve your _methOds of comn(::ll can simplify and
students must be important, your ideas on how yh the programme has
elucidate the content of your teaching tasks. That lshwt you understand, that
stressed from the beginning that you are mvm%d& ioam}(;uld the programmie.
you approve, that you help to develop, to shape an e are going to continue
We think that this is essential to whatever success W

to have.
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In Nobody’s Backyard
Advances in Secondary Education

In the area of secondary education, comrades, there again the Revolution has
made a number of important steps forward. The question of the reduction
of school fees was basic to the poor working masses of our country. If you
can imagine the situation of the average agricultural worker. Still today these
brothers and sisters form the largest sector of our people, our working class,
notwithstanding the fact that over the last 20 years it has been cut by half.
The average sister working as an agricultural worker can expect to take home
$50 a fortnight, which is $100 a month. When you have worked out how
much it costs to eat, how much it costs to send your child to school, how
much it costs for recreation or to use the transport system that we have, then
obviously $50 a fortnight cannot go very far. So by reducing secondary
school fees from $37.50 a term to $12.50 has made a real difference, and
made it a lot easier for those sisters and brothers constituting the poorest
of the poor in our country to ensure that their children can either continue
to go to school or have access for the first time to secondary education.

The number of scholarships from primary to secondary school has also
substantially increased. That Is going to mean that more and more children
now have the opportunity of attending secondary school and doing so free
of cost. But perhaps even more important than that i§ with the opening of
the Bernadette Bailey Secondary School in Happy Hill, more places are
available for children at secondary level — and this is, of course, only the
second secondary school to have been opened by any government in Grenada
over 400 years! That is the reality. The British gave us one!

Developments in FE and the Productive Sectors

The Institute of Further
the biggest ever number
for ‘A’ levels. The reason
tunities for going abroad

Education, which now has over 250 students, has
of students in our country, at one time, studying
$ for that are obvious, With more and more oppor-

also improve. In the past, many students going
classroom with such numbers as being like 2
nursery, and a teacher might well have beep forgiven if instead of teaching,

she or he felt a5 if they were child-minding — - of
children in a class ang nobody nding — because with that number

. being able to hea is saying,
that is not seriously a schoof. g ear what the next one is saying
the productive sector we have also started training programmes for
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sisters and brothers involved in different aspects of the economy. In agricul-
ture, we have re-opened the Mirabeau Farm School' and last year therebwfere
50 graduates. Likewise, in the various Agro-Industrial plants which are I:mg
established right now, training programmes for the workers have hee;1
progressing and are continuing. We now have in our countryl a fishing sc doo ,
where our fishermen will now have the opportunity of Iea.rr!mg more modern
techniques of fishing. We have opened a Co-operative Training Scho_ﬁi, wht?re
the youth, whom we are encouraging to go back to the 1gnd, wi ffecetl;l'e
education and training in co-operative principles and practices so h; at lsg
lands that they will be working can be run along those llnf:s. We have at :
opened a hotel training school, so that the workers of t_hat important sec of
of the economy will be receiving training for the. first time in the hlstoryg
our country. These are four or five key areas in the productive sector in
which we have been trying to develop training programmes.

In-Service Programmes

Inthe in-service area a number of other programmes hgve also bec?n dt?VClOPf‘Ede-
Apart from this teacher training programme there is an ongomglm-sefl:lgf
programme for nurses. Only two days ago ] ORen_ed the annua Iwee u

activities sponsored by the Grenada Nurses Association, and while wasinp
there with the nurses and talking to the sisters, a number of them werlf sa};mg
that they had been waiting for something like eight years aftzr t e{mder
qualified, for a midwifery course. Those courses had been closed down oy
the dictatorship, but now again they are running and_ the nurses were o
joyed about that. Qur Police also are engaged in an in-service trfimzjnirlljder
gramme. Tomorrow at Gouyave, the first police to }{ave been trameB tween
this programme will have their ‘passing out’ graduation ceremony. iended
25 and 30 police will be graduating, and several more have gone O[ill‘zxservice
courses overseas, to places like Guyana and.Panarrlla. The pu H:e 2s yot
Wworkers in our country have also begun an in-service p rograllin . me
mainly in the area of top and middle managemem’_ h_'Ut an overa O}ero g(r):r:try
to be started early next year will aim to bring all civil servants }:n o o
into this programme. In the state apparatus, comrac!es from the o Contee
DePartment, External Affairs, Statistics, Planning, in the COI_“PU o e on
and several other sectors are involved at different levgls of training, So?nl:ular
an in-service basis and some abroad in countries which hﬂ‘j'e the par ;rvice
skills which we do not now have. The militia _has a continuous ;:: every
course. There is a permanent militia school 'whjch runs %dpr(t)ﬁrea?roducti\'e
tWo months. So my point is that both inside and quts1d e o that
Sector there are more and more opportunities for tral‘mng evelop tlgl,e have
all of our people will have the opportunity of doing wpatevt;lr' is Zentl'al
chosen as their career to the best of their ability. We. behev? : . ush the
to the success of the Revolution, that it is going to be impossib e;gtpuained
country forward and build a national economy, if our people are '
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if our people are not given skills and shown what are the best and most
scientific ways of doing whatever they are involved in.

At the tertiary level, the government has been able to pay off most of
Gairy’s debts to the University of the West Indies, and, therefore, Grenadians
are once again, after several years, able to go back to the UWI at the
subsidised rate. So that has made a lot of difference to our university students
and those engaged in trying to enter university for a degree course. We have
also been able to obtain many new university scholarships. Last year 109
of our young people were able to go abroad and study, and there are more
this year. The majn problem that we are discovering now is that we have
moved to the stage where we have more university scholarship offers than we
have qualified students who can fill the places. So that is another reason why
W€ must ensure that more and more of our children have a sound base at
primary level, so that by the time they reach secondary levei they wiil be able
to more easily absorb the material they will be taught. In turn that will make

it easier for them to pass their *0’ level and ‘A’ leve] exams and get university
scholarships to go abroad.

The Centre for Popular Education

Of course, the most fundamental area in our Education sector which we have
undertaken is our CPE [Centre for Popular Education] programme, which is
really an adult education Programme. It is aimed in this first phase, first and
foremost, at reaching those people who are altogether unable to read and
Write. Acquiring these skills is essential, not only for personal and individual
deve]opment, but also because of its significance to the development of our
cconomy. If we are going to modernise our economy and bring science and
technology to bear on greater production, if we are going to be searching for

ational consciousness of our people. If all our people
are able at least at 5 minimum level to read and write, it will be much easier

lf::r the.m not to.be misled, and to understand more and more of what is
prening in their Country, in their region and in the world. 1t will be so

Education is a Must!

Education but a Centre for Permanent Education. After'the phase o_f basic
literacy we shall move on to the phase of popular education, of C;.Jntlmll?“();
raising consciousness and passing on more and more knf)wl.edge of man mh
to more and more of cur people. For as I said at the begmn?ng, our approac
to education is that it is a process which begins from t_he time you are born,
and ends the day you die. It cannot be compartmeqtahsed into two _(;rltlh:e.e
or 10 or 20 years of your life. It has to be an ongoing process, anq i ft at is
50, a Centre for Popular Education is an institution that has to remain forever
a rmanent necessity. .

sz'fl)lfzre ligv: also beenyimportant strides forward made in raismg_ the cultural
awareness of our people, as well as increasing the formal educational opbpor-
tunities for our people. In the formal area, many more ﬁlm_shows haviv eekrf
shown around our country, panel discussions, seminars, rallies, Health or 1
shops — all these have a basic educational content. In sport tooland ph)_/snca
education, our co-ordinator has been doing an excetlent job in b!nld_mg a
community-based support for sport, and the National Youth Organisation is
developing a programme aimed at creating new areas fpr. s.port. They are gou;g
around the country now identifying present activities with a v:1e\5' o
improving them, and seeing what new areas and cqmplexes are r;?.m.rf; o
the future. They are obtaining the necessary matenals. from the inis r}yl 1
Public Works, and mobilising the youth in the particular villages to help
create the facilities themselves. _

No one coulld have failed to notice the great outburst of creativ;_ha;n:
artistic activity that has happened in Grenada over the last 19 mor}ths. ; z;;e
of the number of new skits and plays you have watched. ThkaOh e
development of the Workers’ Enlightenment Theatre Group, the _Baorn
Group of the National Youth Organisation, the dozens of groups plgltm(g:PE
Plays that have been springing up all around the country. Altq Tjality
eémulation monthly sessions you would have been impressed by the g - )
content and enthusiasm of the young comrades from all over the Cfouoen):s,
coming forward to stage their productions. Think of the numbefr tohjspsame
that have been written and published ~ they are all a part o nd 1 put
Upsurge of creativity since the Revolution. As a part of cult;rei) : anew o
it here deliberately — we have seen the development of new habits, Al
tudes and new values in our people, particularly among our ngﬂe{l- iation
One of our healthiest developments. The ending of sexual 13?:1?1 ation
and victimisation of our women with regard to jobs has meant tha :vision
have been able to integrate much more easily into the society. The Ptztes and
of equal pay for equal work and its introduction into government es tes and
arms has created a certain climate and basis for.endmg the dlscrl::ted lon
3gainst women and removing the artificial distinction that has sepz: e
Men from our women. Yesterday I had a telephope cali frol;nr OL\lavhere they
Sisters, led by Sister Phyllis Coard, from the Dominican REP“[C::‘W e
a1¢ attending an international women'’s conference' of the T};ere 26
Women’s organisation of the Organisation of American States. A
Countries represented at that conference and five had to be e
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Executive Committee. Our women made a further stride forward yesterday
morning, when Grenada was elected.

Related to this question of culture, comrades, are our eating habits.
People sometimes do not see this as being a question of culture, but of course
it i5. This whole question of what we eat: you know, some of us are waiting
for Christmas because we want to buy an apple! Or a turkey! And then
people like my friend in the front row, Brother LA, Burcell, might make a
few more dollars selling turkey and ham! But this whole question of develop-
ing a new approach to what we ourselves produce is of the greatest impot-
tance: to think local, buy local, to eat local. The fact of the matter is that to
Some extent we are producing our own food now. Of course, we have a long,
long way to 20, but if you come out of the cutlass technology of the 17th
Century, you can’t rush into the space-age technology of the 20th Century in
a night. But in some areas progress has been made. We now have our own
nectars, our own jams, jellies, juices and mango chutney. These things are
being processed right here. We now have our own saltfish and smoked
herring. A lot of people used 1o say, ‘We can’t produce that! But we can and
are producing these things, and we have the responsibility as part of this

See what the agricultural workers are doing.
se¢ what the agro-industrial plant looks like
Wit the saltfish plant, see how the fishing school is

© comrade fishermen are cat hi : d what
hooks they use 19 catch the different fish, O:a Ching their fish an
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brothers of the future understanding these things. For apart from knowing
how to read, write and understand history. they need to know ‘v»'fhat. a nutmeg
tree looks like, they need to know something about crop fertilisation, about
grafting plants, about the kind of yield you can expect from an acre of n}lt-
meg or cocoa, or bananas and sugar cane — and what the possibilities are for
increasing on that yield. Then for the first time they would be ab_le to addr.ess
their minds, even at their young age, to how they can use the little learning
they are getting to further develop their country, and. how they can ﬁnq new,
scientific, technological and creative ways of lifting production without
involving a lot of dollars.

Cutlass-Technology and Worker of the Year

Look at the Cuban comrades helping to build our airpprt, for example. Tge
main base for the explosives they are using right now is the bagasse_ frorﬁ :h:
sugar cane. This means a big saving in fuel so that the cost of [?lastmg a s
earth at the airport site is perhaps half the price of t.he- explOSlVleS we wm;te
otherwise have to buy from Canada, America or Britain. That is a cgncr "
example of the Cubans, in a situation of difficulty because of the.lf{ pond
cconomy, applying their creative minds and coming up with a sc1er}lfl11 I:e?s .
cost-reducing answer. Let me give you an even better example-H i his
brother living in St David’s who works on a government estate. D "|;
fifties, he can’t read or write, he’s a poor, agricultural worker. HCS teettel
Working on that same estate for over 15 years. It’s a Cocoa'pmdum‘? g.es zes
of 127 acres. Now, you know our cocoa is suffering from a 'lot 0 1sgahis
and pests. The main pests are beetles. So this man kept walking a;?“':e the
estate over the years, trying to find some way in which he CQUId flra }Cgls So
beetle without having to spend all this money on expensive ¢ e;mc .]ace
What this poor ‘uneducated’ comrade did was to follow the beetle rﬁm p o
to place to see what other trees it liked to lie down upon. H‘? found that afh I
from the cocoa tree, the beetle liked the African breﬂ‘_jfmlt' So the blrDdeea
chopped down a few branches of an African breadfruit tree and he Ea ut
trap and covereq it with nine little sticks from one of the branches. he put
three at the bottom, three across and three more at the top'hzgezﬂ ;rPSO
these traps under different cocoa trees all over the estate. He he would
traps scattered al] around the 127 acres, and every .day after tha;l gsettled
walk around the traps below the cocoa trees to see if any beetles ‘: ot
on them. Then, when he discovered them, he would pull them ou arrletpof
them into 5 bottle. In one day he caught 205 beetles, and no a;,noshould
chemicals had ever done that! Now, if you are looking fora n:ian ":si(:ould be
ot only be worker of the year but man of the year in Grena 2, 11 applying
this map for what he has done. That is what I mean pe cref;}“jﬂ_y higpname
i once and technology. The only technology that this brot he s discover-
18 Brother Coonyahr — knew was cutlass technology. Yet here he try masses
ing in this creative way a solution to a problem that saves the country
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of money. So we don’t have to use these chemicals now — and a lot of
farmers in the private sector are also seeking the services of Brother Coonyahr
because they want his trap. He's become a kind of hero! That is the kind of
Spirit we have 1o inject and instil into our young ones. That is the kind of
enthusiasm and searching, the new approach and attitude we have to get

across. That is what is going to build this country, and that is what this new
educational thrust is going to be all about.

Comrades, the intemationalism in our country has also greatly developed,

and that too we see as a crucia) part of the educational process. That too, we
believe, cannot be separated from what we do in the classroom, whether it
is what we teach or what we learn. We are living in a world, we are living in
a region — the Caribbean. We are not cut off, we are a part of this region and
a part of this world, Therefore, whatever happens in any part of this region
or this world must be of concern to us. And if there are other people in other
parts of this region or this world that are seeing trouble or are being
oppressed or are having to put up with injustice, then it is our right as a free
and revolutionary people to express our firmest support and solidarity with
t!le‘m and give them our fuliest material backing, That is our duty and respon-
§1bllity. That is why we have to develop this internationalist approach. That
Is why two of our comrades are right now in Nicaragua, helping the Nicar-
aguans with their literacy programme, two young Grenadians carrying out

their dint;:rnatimmlist assignment. That is something we should justly be very
proud of.

The Threat of Imperialism

El!':::)\»\.'tmuch time, for example, have We spent over the last week thinking
u

what is happening in Jamaica today? i ) Ten dead,
2_0 dead, 30 dead, 40 deaq. ay? Elections going on.

W they always telling us in Grena

g ‘Call election! da, ‘Call election!” America
4 election?’

: They take 13 years after their revolution
call election, yet they want us to call ours in 13 days! The

likes to say:‘If you had elections, there’d be no bombs in
I'want to know how they explain what happening in Jamaica?

» and every demang Seaga makes on an electoral level,
s holding, but that’ent stopping Imperialism, they’ent waiting
result. They trying to kill Manley even before the elections.

always shoutin
in America to
same America
Queen’s Park -
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That is what these hypocrites mean when they talk ?f ‘electlops. But Sthetrg
are no elections in Chile, or Paraguay or El Salvador! Nolelecnlon.s 1nt lcl,(‘iln

Africa, no elections in Namibia! You never hegr about Jr.nper_lal:;nrl Aa WE
about ‘hold elections there” when it is their allies and the;r frien Si] rféhe

able to talk about that to our students in the classroorp. What w Ei;lth rﬁ
hear about elections in Jamaica and they hear ‘40 dead’? Can we te he :
about that? Can we understand about that? Can we develop that conscious
ness if we ourselves do not have an internationalist outlook?

The Need for Internationalism

We have to think about all these things, comrades. This_ is our region, t(!iu;ii
our land, and nobody has the right to tell us what to‘ dein our region glflhe N
land. That is why we keep saying that the days of interventionism, o %v .
monism, of invasionism, or backyardism — all -of' them days g(;lne.th: -
have to be able to explain that to the students in front qf us w e? ati()}l{'l -
us. That is why all this internationalist activity, 2{11 of _thls co::;:enuries on
the radio, in the newspaper, in all these panel dlscus§10n8 and ra Vietnam
rallies we've had for El Salvador, Zimbabwe, Puerto Rico, _]ama?cﬂv l;lye t El’
Chile, for the Polisario Front. Our masses don’t know n.Othlﬂg ahotuthe
Salvador or the Polisario Front, but the fact of the matter is that :’irbzillity a};
don’t know they must get to know. It is our c}uty and resp()nd i
revolutionaries to understand what is happening in th_e world.a: our inter-
those processes of liberation. We can only do that if we 5315 any visits
nationalist consciousness. That is why, comrades, we have had so mH \)r{e -
and conferences in our country over the last nineteen'months. a:d tgem
thought about that? Michael Manley, the very man fighting Se}?g%rte 4. the
today, he was here for the Festival of the Revolution in Marcf' Margh’too.
number one leader in the Nicaraguan Revolution, he was h;lie g rL R. James,
Kaunda was here last year. We've had visits from people like i‘r(;m‘ ime to
Paulo Freire, George Lamming — and Cheddi Jagan als.O com;s In Search of
time. Johp Stockwell, the ex-CIA man who wrote his bCol?\ were trying to
Enemies, detailing his experiences in Angola and 'h_o v thef ood reasons, 0
overthrow the Angolan Revolution. All of these visits are for Ed about what i
our people can have their consciousness raised and be informe

happening in the world.

Conferences and Seminars

emational Union

, e: Int
That’s also why we have had so many conferences her on Tourism and

. _ ics
of Students, conferences on Agriculture, Agro eco?loé?)nf;rences, both very
anning. Next week we are starting two more suc

. ion, and it will
important. One is organised by the Energy Institute 0({ ;?:e:etgl::? we're going
‘onsist of a month of workshops in our country — an
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to have two Bio-gas plants. And Bio-gas can supply all the cooking gas we
need over a small area. The other conference is sponsored by an OAS agricul-
tural organisation and is on fruit tree production, one of the key areas of our
agricultural diversification over the years to come. As well as cocoa, bananas
and nutmeg we shall be going further into the cultivation of tropical and
exotic fruits. Already mango is becoming more and more of a hit from the
point of view of the farmers, Mango in the old days, remember? You took
one bite and threw away three-quarter? You'd catch one and throw away the
next - mango was a joke! Now mango is being sold and mango farmers are
getting a mango bonus! Nutmeg bonus thjs year will hardly be more than
30c,cocoa bonus will hardly be more than a doliar and mango bonus might
be the same dollar a pound. Imagine that! The mango we used to throw away
and kick and laugh at! So all of these conferences and seminars have a great
value to our country. We need to involve ourselves as teachers, and involve
our students in understanding these things and seeing their importance.

The Visa Mentality

So comrades, these are some of the points 1 wanted to make to you on this
very important day. I am sure tha as teachers of our country who are dedi-
cated, patriotic, democratic and progressive, you understand the nature of
the responsibility you have to shape the minds of our country’s future. We
h?ve neatly 40,000 children i school here. That s a big, big figure and a big,
blg responsibility for ¥ou. So whether they learn what I had to learn in
primary school - do you femember those days? ‘Cow jump over the moon’?

‘H_ickory, Dickory dock’? And all the rest of it. Whether they learn some-
thing more sensible, and

_ how to integrate what they are picking up in the
book with the reaj wortld, that is to a Breat extent going to depend on you.
Whether they learn that what they are really doing in school is preparing
themselves for making a

P contribution that they will fater put at the service
of their people ang use unselfishly the skiils they acquire, not seeing

education ag something only for the benefit of an elite, something to make

themselve§ into millionaires, something to use to try to get themselves a visa
for America — that too

\ I8 your responsibility, The Visa Mentality, the
Transient Mentality, aj of that we havr:: to get gut?? our people. Fofif all
of us rup, nobody going to be left to build the country. Every time we run.
what we are doing is helping Imperialism to get richer and stronger.
~ To get all of these things across to Your students, comrades, will be your
job. _;kknovf' you deﬁniteiy understand the importance of getting the best
ﬁ;’:“ t training for getting thay mMessage across. The technical things you

€ to teach in Mj anguage arts or whatever else you have t0

thematics, |
<o i )
mmunicate, ali of re from you constant study, constant dedi-

T cate, these requi
:;u?io:it (:ltso‘.;:Plg‘l; s:crcilﬁcﬁkand work. Most people don't like work, except

- Everybody like to Jook ! is,
if we don’t work we cart at work! But the fact of the matter is
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this year, the problems will still be with us next year. The (li’norﬁ we E;\:
ourselves skills and training this year, the less we will have to do t r;el‘le‘y s
from now. That is what is real, and the reason why we must be willing
ifices and work harder this year. ' ‘

maléirsnarc;clif::? I'd like to compliment you on the seriousness in yvhn:h y;)u ére
approaching this task. I would like to congratulate and compllmenkt't eve:)-
ordinator of the programme, Sister Judith Bullgn. and the hard-\-vor mg,f thji
qualified and experienced teachers who are going to be the manlllsttay eomean
programme. I want you to observe too, yet another aspec,t of wha ;v mea
by internationalism. When you look at these tutors you're not only s ,rg
Grenadians. You're seeing an American, an Engllshmap, a Trinidadian, y((;un,t
seeing people from around the world and from our region. For when wet 0 \
have the skills here, but there are people abroad who have the correct ou
look and are willing to come to our country to help to make a con_t:llbutnon
to build our country and our Revolution, we must welcome t.hem with warm,
open arms and thank them for the contribution they are rqakmg. ‘

May I also on your behalf, comrades, end by once again f0n1.1ally exlfl;(;ls:t
ing the greatest appreciation of the Revolution to thg outstanding wor hat
Comrade George Louison has been doing in the er}lstry of Ed}lcatlon.d "
Sure you recognise that work, and the fact that were it not for thl_s cor’l{: ra ;er
lot of these programmes, whether it’s the CPE, the.: In-service eact
Training or the Curriculum Development Unit, would either haw? not gotten
off the ground or would be much further back in t-he planning pr(()jces,st.
Although I know he doesn’t like compliments and praise, thefefore I don
want to overdo it, I think it is necessary that we make the point of the tre-
mendous work that the comrade has been doing.

Document History as History is Being Made

Finally comrades, I want to make one small suggestion.'I want to suggest
that yoy ) think seriously about putting aside materials thflt ate btt:}llr;%
developed as a part of this programme. Things like the questionaires
¥e been circulated and all materials in all areas of work, .whatever they 3“’1
° use those materials to create a mini-museum that will be a permanzn
fecord of this important programme you are starting today. The con;ra‘el:
Organising the CPE, for example, are now gathering the necessary "l‘{a fimof
o the same kind of archive. In many countries of the world, in all l;ﬂ l:
Programmes — some far, far less important than this one you are emmarb;ng
UPOR, peaple have kept permanent records. Then that would not Ob)’t e
PeManent attraction for interested people coming to our country, bu this
young teachers of the future will be able to sce what haPP"m‘“li1 at o
Particular stage of ouy country’s educational development, to See]‘l” }:’_ “"d e
Main Participants, how it took place, what the problems were, t eh in o
Materials that were ysed they would have all the information at their y
- That is yet another crucial aspect of the work we have to be engage
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in more and more in the future: the permanent documentation of the history
of our country as that history is being made.

So comrades, may I wish you a very successful three years of hard work
and study, and at the end of that time 1 have no doubt that the vast majority
of you, if not all, will receive your certificate. Equally, I have no doubt, and
I hope, that the vast majority of you will still be in our country, and will

not use the excuse of the certificate as your stepping stone and ladder to get

a visa to go to somebody else’s country. The country is ours, we have to
build it.

8. Work Towards Integrated
Agricultural Development

and Regional Co-operation

Opening Address at the Regional \jVorkshop
on Fruit Tree Crops in St. George’s, 10
November 1980

It is really a pleasure for me this morning to be able to welcl())me0 ??;utr?tfig;
country. Particularly, it is a great pleasure becau_se of the num erd to come to
and regional and international organisations vghwh have manage , (a)nd inter.
this workshop. In fact, we have 18 countries ar'1d 12 reg%on.z}‘ nt thing.
national organisations present and that of course is a very signi 1Cd not just
Because it does say that a lot of people in the region are coln cerrtl)e ’t finding
about agriculture in the sense of the traditional crop, but a S0 atoozew areas
ways of diversifying agriculture and moving more and morg n - of the
of production. This whole business of fruit trees has not .be; non
more popular areas, certainly not in the English-speaking Cari ea:;;anmd here
I am also very happy this morning because what we have ripr Caribbean,
today is not just our sisters and brothers from the Engllsh-sp_ea ing L In fact
but also from the wider Caribbean and from L_atin America bm g‘[’f:ﬂelflach Dutcl;
there are not only people who speak the English language, but £ :ﬁe tl;rust of
and Spanish, and that is very important to us. Because part of ‘o develop
the Grenada Revolution has been precisely in the area of trying (;1 tire
and to widen contact with our sisters and brothers throughout the e

: ome
region, regardless of what language they speak or which country they ¢
from,

Agriculture is the Motor of Our Economy

The third reason, of course, that makes this morning s-igmﬁc?(n]i(l)s b;‘:::?u‘l’;;
are dealing with extremely important areas and t.hJS wor sf t}?e bl
will help us to analyse in some depth, in some detafl, Somedo ho epthat out
facing traditional and potential fruit crops in the region. We do ntpwill come
of this period of analysis and evaluation, this period of aS-sessm“i‘ a,rea And 1
the beginning of some solutions for the problems faced.ln o end :’:l lot of
m sure that over the next few days the countries are going totsfo this work-
time looking at the question, because there is a field componen own develop-
shop, there wil] also come some very useful suggestions for our

ment of fruit tree crops in Grenada. i the

May I make twopapologies, Sisters and Brothers. The first is for
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absence of Comrade Unison Whiteman, our Minister pf Agricultur?, whodl;
unfortunately out of the country. He had to leave at fairly shgrt notice, a{} )

know he very much wouid have liked to be here with us all this morning. Tt lfi
second is the absence and lack of translation facilities and I do hope t.h15 wi

not mean that some of you are not always able to understand what is being
said. _

Agriculture is the motor and the heart of the Grenada economy. This faE:t
is of course, true for many countries in the Caribbean and indeed Latin
America. For us it means more dollars, more earnings for our countries,
more foreign exchange. For us it also means more food for our people. Thel:;e
are all very important reasons why agriculture is so very importa}nt to f f
economy. It is also as we see it, the base, the natural base for any industrial
isation that will take place in our country in a serious way.

We see it, therefore, as being the source and the future for the develop-
ment of the economy and in general the development of our country. 1}”‘
agriculture, of course, has had its problems over the past years. Last year, 0:
example, we imported $57,000,000 worth of food and food-produ?t& Bu
in that same year with earnings from nutmegs, cocoa and bananas mainly, we

were able to receijve $58,000,000. In other words, a balance in our favour
of $1,000,000 — which is ridiculous,

We Must Break this Economic Dependence

More than that, Jast year the overall imports into our country were valued at
$117,000,000 so we

, had an overall deficit of $60,000,000. This had to come

from remittances from nationals abroad, from earnings in the tourist sector,
and aiso from external grants,

If we are to break this
open dependent capitalis
duction in agriculture oV

dependence of our economy, because we do have an
t economy, then it is for us to greatly improve P”Z
er the next several years, We see the growing of foo

€Y component of any agricultural strategy, because

gree that if anybody on a desert island, for example,
was asked to come up with g short list of items of products that he had to
have to survive, the top of that list woulg surely have to be food.

We have foungd that the state sector in agriculture has been largely depen

dent on export crops and mainly on the tree crops of nutmegs, cocoa and
bananas. The sector in our

. country comprises some 30 estates and the average
18 about 150 acres o each

In 1978, for eXample, operating costs were in the excess of $1,000,000,
while revenue that camge j

" Was somewhere around $250,000. By that it is
clear that the tax payers had to subsidise the agricultural sector, the state
sector in agriculture, 1o the tune of Something like $ % million,

Agricultural Development and Regional Co-operation
Important Incentives for Agricultural Workers

. ings
Last year we were able to reduce that deficit somewhitl.e Ifr;rf?lf;,fi‘;:“ﬁn%e
went up to about $700,000 and some state farms were at-v s for the workers
to make small profits. We believe that by a series oflpcen flof o stato in the
it will be possible to go on te increase these earnings
" We have mioduced. or exanple. a profit shaing scheme under which the
agricultural workers for the first time will be afblz mr;fl‘irsemadg L, will go
profits which they make. The basic plan is that of a i_/ Pns for the purpose of
back to the state, '/, will be used on th.e estate or .arlms on the particular
further increasing production and providing more ”;rﬁpt ‘ncentive of course
farm, and Y/, will be shared among the workers. Tha
will be an important one. ork for
luL?ke[:ase, izvve have introduced the policy of equal pa)é t:.(:::;, icél:zliixy hope
women on the government estates in the country.(‘;;1 as possible.
that the private sector will folllow this example as rapi d}’ which every month
An emulation scheme also has been intrgduced, 1l1m i;b]ems on the fam,
the agricultural workers get together and discuss t e p ¢ why they are not
look at the question of projections and targets, dls{}:llj)sw and why they did
reaching their targets, or if they are reaCh_lng them involve them and to
reach them. In other words, the policy is to fu]}lly H;rticular state farm,
encourage them to participate in the running of t ef gm the workers ofour
because our principle is that there must b'e no secFetj rrwork place and in the
country. Everything that is taking place in a particu ad subject to public and
€conomy of our country as a whole, must be open an ulatgon process these
national scrutiny and debate. And as part of this emt rocess has not yet
workers choose, or will be able to choose, where that p
begun, a worker of the month for each State fgrm. sible to make some
In small areas like that, we believe it is going to bs Z?]Sd more meaningful
impact and begin to push forward at a more rapl S
Pace to further development of agriculture in our country.

Too Much Unutilised Land

iculture, you will
In 50 far as the private sector is concerned, in the area of ﬁrtl;lugbouty40,000
find that all agricultural fand holdings in our cou ntr);a 1 in the bracket of
acres, and about half of these agricultural holdings ta
100-500 acres, d and there
In our country, we have something like‘S'?,OOO acri;sm oaf; ela;lhat perhaps
are, as 1 said, 40,000 in agricultural holdm‘gs1 We esltivated. Somewhere
5,000 acres are cultivable but in fact a lot of it is not cuder-utiljsed. So you
around 15,000 acres would be unutilised or gfossly. ur into this particular
have thjs picture of half of the land holfimgs, f:alimg isely in that section
bracket (110-500 acres), but at the same time it is prec
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of ownership of agricultyral holdings in the same country that the greatest
amount of uncultivation and under-cultivation can be found. .

The figure that we have from about four years ago indicate that 32:/10,
Just about '/3 of all the land in the bracket 100-200 acres is unutilised. At the
same time, in the bracket of 200-250 acres, some 68% of alll the land is
unutilised. This is bad enough. But what compounds it to make it even more
unacceptable, is that we have had a continuous decline over the years in the
amount of land being cultivated. This drop has been quite frankly, dramatic.

In 1961 for example, there were over 60,000 acres of land or 71% of the
total land undercultivation, By 1972, 11 years later, this figure fell to 56,000
acres or 66% of the land being cultivated, and by 1975, the figure had fallen
to 46,000 acres of land or 54% of the land being uncultivated. At the same
time, the pressure for the land and the population/land ratio in the country
generally, has equally continued tg get worse,

In 1961, there were 140 Grenadians to every 100 acres of land that we
had. By 1972, 1] years later, this figure had become 151 Grenadians to every
100 acres. By 1975, three years later, this figure had become 218 Grenadians
to every 100 acres, and now by 1980, our estimate is that perhaps there are
about 270 Grenadians to every 100 acres of land, That just tells us that not

ition. Because, apart from the over 100,000
Grenadians in Grenada, there are we] over 400,000 Grenadians scattered
throughout the metropolitan centres and different countries in the Caribbean,
and all of them ajsq have deep aspirations — patriotic aspirations — to owna
piece of their mother land, but obviously that js not going to be possible.

Bringing This [dje Land Into Production

That just means that part of our strategy js going to have to be to find 2 way
of bringing alj of the idle land ip Our country under production, and this
Strategy in fact we have begun in 4 Serious way,

Our intention, which has beep publ
10 encourage the pri

e _ vate owners to brip
utilised back intq Production. We are

assistance ang incentjv

icly announced on several occasions is
8 their land that it unutilised or under-

willing of course to provide as much
f s as possible. This we have been doing through t_he
extensxor! officers, through the Provision of greater marketing facilities
and possibilities. We 4 ing more and more on developing a common
Pool of services which Include tractors and what not, and we are also hoping
that More and more farmers from the private sector will take advantage of
i ining facilities which have been established of
' utilising thig idle land is one way also of solving, of
cing the problem

of unemployment therefore in our country.
hs ago, 4 Lap

d Reform Commission, which was
© task of identifying p,

OW much idle land we had in the

— . e i

Agricultural Development and Regional Co-operation

i try are willing to join
d people in the coun . ‘
how many unenmiploye ; ot e
fougggriﬁdco-operativis to work that idle Fand. Ws werz;ntg o ooty
bo'g bout a marriage of idle hands and idle lands so B o chenan T
Tm% ; 5 to increase production, so as to earn more foreig
ment, so a
our country.

NACDA: A Package of Services

e i int has
) Reform Commission at this point
fa‘nd .I can t?lll y0u4tgd0£0 ;};ie:b?)?ciand. though we kr-mw the.triail;lé lljotl?:;
i(lilemlﬁegstwge r?:aerrer‘I0,000 acres of idle land. Consnstentt mv:: o rablistied o
an?ireinmorder to fully implement it we have atutgf’hffgf)& and this organ-
National Co-operative Development Agency ca elt does about six different
isation NACDA, is really a package of services. identify lands that they
things. On the ;)ne hand, once unemployed peopl‘: ltetrfale éuestion of feasi-
are willing to work, a study is done first of 3(111 to h:i the people hope to do.
bility and capability of the Pafticula_r la.md " ‘:rhe articular owners to see
We then as government, begin negotiations with hopl d purchase of the par-
i it is possible to arrange cither freeh(_ﬂd L le?'lse articular co-operative in
ticular land. The land is in turn then given to the p o
ini the
leaS:Fl}lli(:?l)foan;\.CDA at the same time begins a programm isoir,tcrla;)r::::gtiges of
young co-é)perators and this is to teach.them thf.' pricl;g;[; and concrete way,
Co-operative management and to instil in them in a
the importance of agriculture ft(; OUdr_ ;gutr}‘:;:' arises. NACDA makes avail?:tl;
F uestion of fundi . istance COIMES
loanso l;(r)trhgédts},lefocrl fertiliser, for tools. T}}en techmfc:;}l :I?:lit:tensim officers
the picture and the question of the consistent ;S(?D A, who then work with
and also the co-operative officers attached to Nt.(m co‘ntinues-
the particular co-operative to ensure that pr(_)d.uc lthese young farmers to get
Finally, NACDA is involved also in assisting ds. assistance in the area of
the best prices for their products. In other words, riculture in our country
narketing. Our overall view of a way forward forhafe in the traditional crop,
IS, first of all, to maintain the present acreage wew‘; also move rapidly at the
but move rapidly to increase the yield per acre. n per worker. That is the
ame time to increase the amount of production p
first part of the strategy.

i ol

Being Released from the Clutches of Foreign Co-ntr the area of food crops/
he second part is to move more and more into import substitution, for

€ash crops. That for obvious reasons for f‘:ffectmg that the open dependent
ensuring that the base of the economy w.ldensdsoau eliminated as we dis-
Nature of the economy that now exists is gradually .
“Mgage from the clutches of foreign control. 's seminar. The area of frui
The third area is precisely the subject of today
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crop production, which we see as being an essential component of the future

of agriculture in our country, and hence the particular importance for us of
today’s conference.

The fourth area is
which the Director Gen
very brief but importa
industrialisation is a la
promoting, at develop
countries in this region.

We of course have many problems which still need resolutions. There is
the burning problem of pest and disease control, a problem which many of
the officials in the Ministry would characterise as the biggest problem of all.
There is, secondly, the problem of praedial larceny, a problem which many
farmers in our country would characterise as being the biggest problem.

There is the question of marketing, which some of us in government
Pelieve to be just about the most important problem, because if agriculture
is about people and the development of these people, and the improvement
of their quality of life, then one of the key questions, if not the key question,
must be the question of the price. If the price is such that the farmer, the
agry:ultural worker, is not able to enjoy a decent standard of life, then
agriculture must collapse. So a large part of whatever strategy we employ for
'developmg agriculture, must have a long and hard sustained look at the find-
ing of better_ markets, of Obtaining prices so that the quality of life of the
farmer, and in turn of the agricuttural worker, would dramatically improve.

the question of agro-industrialisation, the question
eral himself has spent so much time in stressing in a
nt address a while ago. We also believe that agro-
Tge part of the key to any strategy that is aimed at
ing and strengthening the agricultural sector in our

More Seeds and Plants for our Farmers

efore cocoa propagators in our country
that much of our work for the first year
ing them back up to some level, from
- Fortunately, this has been reasonably

titisavery key intangible that we really
fore in a serious way if we are to tackle

Agricultural Development and Regional Co-operation

this problem of finding the best ways of planning, in an efﬂcierllt and effe(%-
tive way for our agricultural development; and that is the question of hurri-
canes and bad weather. That is something in our limited state of technology
which we have not been able to do very much about. And, of course it has
been increasingly a problem.

The Great Problem of Natural Disasters

Last year, for three months, for example, we had very severe rainfall which
played havoc on our crops. In one month alone, the month of Novembgr
last year — we had 23 inches of rainfall — which is as much as some countries
get for the entire year. We found too, that hurricane Allen which struck these
islands a few months ago, although only the tail winds got to Grenada, just
the tail of the hurricane was enough to throw down 19% of our ¢rops in
cocoa, 35% in nutmegs and 40% in bananas. You would hardly wish to t.hlnk
what kind of damage it must have done to our sisters and brothers in St
Vincent, St Lucia and most of all Dominica, where they had three such
occurrences in the past year alone. This problem of hurricane and weather
control is of course a typical one and perhaps as part of our general con-
certed effort to get the New International Economic Order going, one c_af the
key answers in this area must be for us to press the developed countries to
put aside money for a fund, and out of that fund will come on a pro-rat_a
basis, assistance to countries that are in fact inflicted and afflicted by hurri-
tanes and problems of weather generally. That call we ourselves have made
Most recently to the United Nations, at a special session to lopk at the
qQuestion of a New International Economic Order, and it is certainly a call
in which we believe that everybody should join. )

But we fee] too, that there must be some possibilities here for co-operation
among ourselves. That these countries that are hit the least find it sqmehow
or the other possible, to give immediate assistance to those countries that
e really badly hit. We feel that this is an extremely important thmg_. Par%
ticularly, we feel it is important for us not to allow the opportunity od
Amage done by hurricane or weather, to allow any policies that divide an
Tule to emerge in our region.

M"imaining a Consistent, United Policy

We notice recently for example, that USAID was making feverish and fie:
Perate attempts to keep Grenada out of the assistance to WINBAN (Wind-
Ward Islands Banana Association) following Hurricane Allen. Not\yltl}standmg
the fact that the approach was made by WINBAN as one organisation com-
Prising four countries. To the credit and integrity of our sisters and brotl_lers
1 DOminica, St Vincent and St Lucia, they have in fact spoken up against. .
divisive policy and have insisted that Grenada in fact be part of any |
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assistance to WINBAN. I am sure that is the problem that is going to arise in
the future and it is necessary for us to ensure that we always maintain a con-
sistent, united policy on these matters.

Our policy is to try to deal with these six problems which have arisen over
several years. On the one hand of course, we have spent alot of time on the
question of training. We have reopened the Mirabeau Agricultural Training
Centre. We are desperately trying to find the necessary funding to open at
least two more agricultural training centres. We have established NACDA
which I have spoken about already; we are training the workers who are going
to be employed at our Agro-industrial plant to be opened in the next few
weeks, and we have also opened a Fisheries School. In this school our fisher-
men are now able to learn something about the more modern techniques of
fishing. At the same time of course, we have been seeking scholarships and
training assistance in countries abroad. We have received offers and now have
students s_tudving for example in countries like Kenya, Cuba, Jamaica and
Hur}gary, in institutions like the University of the West Indies and the Eastern
Ca.nbbean Institute for Agriculture and Forestry. So we do see training as
!:emg a key component in the way forward for the development of agriculture
in our country.

Th_ere ‘have also been substantial improvements in the area of plant pro-
pagan.o.n In general and most specifically in the area of cocoa propagation and
rehabilitation. We have now been able to increase our annual output from
ab9ut 150,000 upwards to 400,000 trees a year. And our plan is with the
assistance of CIDA and the Canadian Government to replant some 1,000
acres per annum over the next seven years.

Il'.l thfe area 100, of pest and disease control, we have been working for the
eradication of these problems, The FAO has given us the sum of US$105,000

up.

1 can tell the Director-General as of now, that one approach we are

ze;{lmly B oing to be making to 1ICA js for technical assistance in the area
caling with control of pest and disease,

"anﬁng more Sugar Cane
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over the next 15 years. We expect that once that process is completed we
ought to be able to get at ieast 1,000 boardfeet per annum and that will
represent just about 1% of our estimated needs at that time.

International agencies of course have been very important. It is precisely
because we recognise the importance of technical assistance and other forms
of assistance from these agencies that we have joined HCA, we have joined
IFAD, we have joined OLADE, over the past 18 months. We continue of
course to work with CARDI, DARDATS, with the Caribbean Food Corpor-
ation, the Caribbean Conservation Society, the Caribbean Food and Nutrition
Council, the Caribbean Development Bank, University of the West Indies,
CARICOM itself, the OAS, FAQ, the United Nations and several other
regional and international organisations and agencies, and we have found in
practice that this work has been extremely important and has brought many
benefits for the country. _

Apart from this workshop being opened today for example, tomorrow
another workshop and seminar will be opened in Mirabeau; this one by
OLADE, and this one will be concentrating on the whole question of bio-gas
and the possibilities in that area for developing a source of alternative energy.
And that also will be an extremely important workshop.

From 1ICA iself, we have been able to get quite some assistance in the very
short time we have joined that organization. Only last month we received a
stuij done by IICA which analyses our markets and marketing systems of
fmlts and vegetables in Grenada and that study is of the most fundamental
Importance to us, and 1 am sure that participants at this workshop will find
It very useful to thumb through that study to see what might be there of any
value for your own countries.

The Importance of Tree Production
i'osoilsters a!nd brothers, this workshop is of the greatest importance. The
Strate ques:ilon of tree production is central to the development o-f our own
momgyAsan I- h_a.ve_: no doubt the strategy ‘of. se\{eral othe_r‘countnes in this
ahem'ativeposmblht:es fqr't"_opd, agro—mdu.stp'a]}satlon, provision of more jobs,
vaste par; enfrgy pos_51b1htles, the possxbllitlgs of dew.elopmg feeds qut of
Vingl; i05 of the fruits — we see the question of fruit tree productlon. as
in this g t qf value to all of these areas. In our own country the production
ffecens :; 15 small. It tends to be scattered and dispersed over severz_ll
tree produc:'nes- We have fou‘nd m_fact, th@t most people who are into fr_u1t
More thy, lonhhave been @mg this more in the form qf ba}ckyard gardening
of fertile s;?}’t Ing else. It is therefore more by a combination of chance and
in the 1l and favourable growing conditions that any fruits are grown at

; country. We are sure that out of this workshop more of our people

in i . . .
Prodyct: New incentives, new material reasons why we should see this area of
UcCtion a5
ves,

¢ing key and as having possibilities for material benefits for -
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! hope therefore that over the next four days that you spend in our 9. In the Spil‘it Of Butler ’

country, not only on our field trip, but in your moments of leisure, you ma?r . . ' .l. '
perhaps enjoy our beaches and the friendliness, the warmth and the hospital- h/l

ity of our people, that you are able to enjoy yourselves. 1 hope as a result of Unlonlse ¢ Obl lse ¢
that you would wish to return on some future occasion for a holiday. We

certainly would like to thank IICA and the the other sponsors and con : Edllcate! Democratise!

tributors for allowing us the privilege and the honour of hosting this ; ish n the
conference in our coniry Address by Comrade Maurice Bishop, o

We also want once again to thank you the participants, for coming from Opening of the ThlrdTrade Unlon.conference
your own countries, for being here in our country. We are certainly very for the Unity and Solidar 1ty of Caribbean Workers,
pleased to see you and hope to see you again very soomn. at The Dome, St. George’s, 18 November 1981

Comrades, if we were to study the history of this country, Grenada, we
would find that the central theme that has characterised the lives of our
people over the centuries has been resistance. Our people have struggled at
many times and in many ways. .
From the stubborn refusal of the Grenadian Caribs to accept any colonial
stranglehold over their island, through the consistent pattern of slave ’e"‘?hs
which culminated in the mass upsurge led by Julien Fedon in 1795 which
for two years brought Grenada a determined, militant independence, through
the years of anti-colonial agitation and the eloquent leadership of T.A.
Marryshow, through the two great popular uprisings of 1951 and 1973-% to
the climax of our struggle in the March 13th Revolution of 1979 - Grenadlz{ns
have always resisted domination, injustice and exploitation. Our great Carib-
bean poet, Edward Kamau Brathwaite, himself a Barbadian, has lik.ened this
Spirit of permanent struggle to the dramatic and sublime peaks which tower
along the spine of our island. And it is into this tradition of resistance that we
mnust place the growth and development of our trade union movement.
We have produced here in Grenada perhaps the greatest, the most brilliant
and audacious of pioneer Caribbean trade unionists — 1 am re_femng, of
tourse, to Tubal Urigh ‘Buzz’ Butler, that huge, monumental igmtfﬂ'_Of the
$pirit of the Caribbean masses, who, born in Grenada, moved to Trinidad to
accomplish his great deeds of leadership of the burgeoning Caribbean working
class. His volcanic influence there sent our entire region throbbing with a new
Will and resistance which soon broke out through all our islands. But et it
also be said that we produced Eric Mathew Gairy, perhaps the_most degener-
ate and decadent manipulator and corrupter of the trade union movement
that our islands have ever spawned. ke!
Butler vs. Gairy: 1o say them with the same breath makes one 'cho el
But we have seen both their traditions and disciples alive in our Caribbean.
Our duty now is to strive to emulate the one and make certain that the other
Wil never pe re-created! Certainly we must also remember how Bu'tler was
Sought, hunted and hounded by British colonialism and the eml')loyfﬂg 5135;
that saw him as their greatest menace, how they imprisoned him, lfmmed
but could never smother or even dim his enormous det-enn!natton_ an :
lustre! Ang certainly we must also remember how his opposite lied, b"t.-’ed'" :
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bludgeoned and murdered in his path to power, and how the consequences
of that misrule strewed hurricape wreckage through our nation and working
people that he claimed to represent, so much so that nearly three years after
the Revolution that ended his sordidness forever in our country, we are still
clearing up the devastation he caused to our national life and economy.

So we have known only too well this type of bogus trade unionism in
Grenada, and we have lived through the ghastly damage it caused to our
country and people. And we also know how much our real, genuine, patriotic
trade unionists fought against such deformity when its political arm came
into power with the Gairy neo-colonial dictatorship, which lasted for over
two decades here in Grenada. For right through these years of struggle, our
militant, selfless trade unionists fought gallantly against Gairy’s terror,
squandermania and neglect of the rights of workers, even though he could
also count through that period, upon certain sections of the trade union
leadership to sell out the masses al crucial points of their struggle, as he had
done himself in 195 1, and as the conciliators did again in April 1974.

Trade Unionism Against the Dictatorship

Gairy’s neo-colonial dic

clearly anti-worker ang were aimed at muzzling and straitjacketing any
threatening action from our trade unionists. The 1974 Public Order (Amend-
ment} Act prohibited trade unions, as well as other organisations, from using
public address systems. The next year he passed the Newspaper (Amendment)
Aet which, without just cause, effectively forbade trade unionists and other
workers’ organisations from publishing their own newspapers. Then the
Essential Services dct of 1978 was passed particularly against the prospect
of members of the Technical and Allied Workers” Union taking direct in-
fiustr‘ial action. Significantly, the leadership of this union, notoriously
Inactive, did nothing to challenge the passage of a law which was designed to

render them impotent. This was hardly surprising when we understand that
the leadership of thig union i

tatorship introduced several draconian laws that were

be i ¢ dictatorship — they never allowed the amendment t0

Implemented. For it was 4 common feature of those years that the workers
the!'nselvcs_\yould take industrial action jy, the absence of or in defiance of
th:;‘ conciliatory leadership. Thjs Was perhaps best seen in the 1973-4
fi:n:ldta:el:: lthe workers had to force the hand of their leaders to strike, and
AFL.CIO S}y resist the propaganda and persuasion techniques of the

78
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Repression Was Total

Comrades, it is important to note that all this activity and struggle w1thm
our trade union movement was taking place against a backdrop of massive
repression that was building up in our country, in all aspects and spheres.of
the people’s lives. The dictator was making a systematic and cqmprehenswe
attack on all the rights and freedoms that our people had campaigned for and
won over the years of British Colonialism. The freedom to express ourseltfes,
the freedom of assembly — in fact the freedom to five any sort of ds_ecent life,
all this was being ripped from us. The elections that were organised were
rigged and farcical: a mockery of the democracy that our people truly
aspired to reach. When we moved to protest or organise against the decay of
life we saw around us, we were hounded by paid bandits who battered,
bruised and murdered some of our most valued and couragecus comrades.
Life itself was being torn away from us, piece by piece, in the growing fear
and reality of repression. .

Our youth saw desolation around them in a hopeless search for jobs.
Our women faced sexual abuse and exploitation in the daily strgggle to kegp
their dignity. A youth like Jeremiah Richardson was shot, pomt-t:lank, in
the streets of Grenville because he sought to question a policeman’s abuse.
A boy, Harry Andrews, was killed because he climbed over a wall in a calypso
tent. Harold Strachan, Alister Strachan, Rupert Bishop all heroically sought
to challenge this ebbing away of freedom and the right to live, and the)f all
fell before the horrendous rule of terror and corruption which characterised
our country during those years. Qur people lived in an ethos of death and
tyranny, when honest people disappeared mysteriously, the fate of lnspffctor
Bishop of the Carriacou Police, or the four youths tending goats on Frlga.te
Island. Comrades, to be an active, combative and militant trade unionist
during  that portion of our history was to court this danger and violence.

ilitancy meant a challenge to death and an assertion of everything that was

that was hopeful and positive and which could reconstruct life and happiness
for our people,

The Workers Fought Back

But a5 the dictatorship tried to tighten its grip on the lives of the Grenadian
People, more and more democratic and progressive fighters were elected to
the leadership of our trade unions. By 1978 the Executive of the Commercial
4nd Industrial Workers Union was demonstrating this and Gairy was answer-
w8 by trying to crush the union. Resolutions were being passed by the
XeCutive against Gairy’s ties with the butchers of Chile and the visit of

Ochet’s tortyre ship, The Esmeralda, to our shores. The dictator real-lse.d

€ Was not dealing with the previous pattern of pliable and opportunistic

leadership, The only price of these new comrades was freedom! So he went
ectly to the employers, trying to persuade and bribe them to compel their

Workers to join Ajs union, even though these employers had already signed
L ents with the Commercial and Industrial Workers Union [CIWU].

9




In Nobody’s Backyard

He also attempted to force CIWU members directly to change unions, but
because of the respect they had for the consistent and principled hard work
and positions of the new CIWU leadership, they were not moved.

Over the years our Caribbean trade union movement has constantly been
the target of that most unscrupulous arm of imperialism: the Central In-
telligence Agency. We had had rare instances of our trade union leaders
consciously selling out to their silky bribes and offerings, but more usually
the CIA, with its sophistication and enormous financial resources, has
succeeded in manipulating and infecting unwitting trade unionists who may
well have been continuing with their work with the best of intentions. In
doing this, the CIA has sometimes directly infiltrated and controlled some
sections of our movement, and thus forced the leadership of some of our
unijons to actually take anti-worker positions. This has happened, we know,
in Grenada, and more and more of our workers are becoming conscious of
this danger to their hopes. We saw how the CIA actually succeeded in turning
back the progress of the organised workers” movement in Chile, by both open
and covert activity, and we in the Caribbean must be particularly vigilanf in
recognising their position and subversion of the workers’ cause, for imperial-
ism will never rest in its resolution to crush the onward march of the progress
and emancipatjon of our struggling people.

For on the day that the Revolution triumphed, March 13th 1979, trade
unionists from all over the country showed direct support for and involve-
ment in the revolutionary events. The Telephone Company workers, for
example, were contacting and radioing our security forces to tell them of the
whereabouts of Gairy’s ministers, and trade unionists and workers generaily
all over the country left their work-places to take up arms to end forever the
power of oppression that had constantly tried to thwart the free aspirations
and genuine and constructive organisation of our Grenadian workers.

Smce. our revolution most of the old, corrupt union leadership has been
thrown into the dustbin of history, for because of their growing conscious-
ness, our workers can now contrast and see who is bringing benefits to them
and who I not, who is desperately trying to maintain the old pattern of
dictatorship and who is in the forefront of the struggle to bring more
democracy into our trade unions,

t we are seeing more and more in Grenada is that the objectives of
the Revolution and the objectives of the trade union movement in our
country are one and the same, Thus, any antagonisms between them are

c;ppongiitl:es:e?ingt;n d disappearing, for the Revolution has ser free tht:t
o or the trade union 1 i tasks O
building the emancipat movement to accomplish its ta

ca O fon, security and prosperit of the working people,
the identical will of the Revolution itself. prospertty -

~ Membership and Democracy

Let us consider the massive rige in membership since the Revolution, of the
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General Workers’ Union had some hundred members. It now has about
3,000. It has spread out from its birthplace at Barclays Bank to the banapa
boxing plants, the nutmeg pools, the restaurants and hotels, the factories
and workshops. Tts tradition of honest and consistent struggle on behalf of
its members has made it the largest union in the country. The Commercial
and Industrial Workers’ Union has had over 50% increase in membership,
the Technical and Allied Workers’ Union a 60% increase and the Agricultural
and General Workers’ Union has risen from scratch to its present level of
2,300 members. We had a huge, symbolic demonstration of our increased
trade union membership and power in this year’'s May Day celebrations.
It was the biggest ever May Day turn out in the history of Grenada, and the
seemingly endless procession of organised workers wound around the steep
streets of our capital. o
Along with this sudden explosion in the membership of our unions is the
emphasis the new leadership is putting on their democratisation. This is very
much allied to the general thrust in democracy right through our society
since the Revolution, in all structures of mass organisations, community
groups and the other organs of our people’s power. As we have seen, before
the Revolution there was a tradition in some unions of few or no General ,
Meetings. ‘ ‘ f
Following the Revolution we have seen a massive new interest in trade
unionism as Grenadians saw new hope and strength in co-operative and l
collective democratic solutions to their problems. At the first Genferal
Meeting of the Commercial and Industrial Workers’ Union after the Revolution, }
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most militant and democratic unions. On March 13th 1979, the Bank and

in July 1979, there was over 100% increase in the attendance. jl"'wo hundred
and ninety members came and voted 246 to 44 in favour of a mmtan.t, demo-
cratic leadership as against the previous conciliatory and cgnservatwe type,
even though the latter had organised and conducted the elecuons.' )
What is happening now in our country, is that ever_ybody 1s becoming
affected by the dialectic of democratic participation that is sweepmg'thmugh
our villages and workplaces. Involvement in one organisation or meetu}g lea_ds
directly to involvement in another. A worker who atter}ds a Workfers Parish
Council hears something which he wants to bring to his trade union. Sofhe
89¢s to the meeting of his union, although he may not have a.tten(_ied one for
years. And when he finds, quite surprisingly, that hx.s union is t.akmg ]
vibrant, democratic direction, he involves himself in one of its new
committees or structures for fund raising, sports or piaqnmg for educat:opal
seminars. His confidence is raised through all this gcliylty and the s_p?ahﬂg
and organising that goes along with it, and his appetite is whett;;i_;?_ Join one
of the mass organisations — the local Party Supp_ort Group, th,e Liitia, Hmtion
Repair Programme, or for the sisters, the National Wc‘)men s om?mdni
Each organisation feeds strength, power and confidence into thedn;x s ;cnratic
of them, including the trade unions, grow in real potency and dem
advancement. o .
And nol\:r we see Workers' Parish Councils splitting into Zonal Councils, -
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in a new sprouting of decentralised democracy right through our nation, a

reflection of a similar tendency that is happening within our progressive trade
unions.

New Legislation

The People’s Revolutionary Government has been swift to take legislative
action in favour of the trade unions. All Gairy’s anti-worker laws were
repealed and two months after the Revolution, in May 1979, People’s Law
Number 29, the Trade Union Recognition Law, was passed. For the first time
n Grenac‘ia’s history, our workers had the opportunity to join the union of
their choice, and the employer was compelled to recognise the trade union,
once 51% of his workforce were financial members. Under this Law, the
Ministry of Labour has to respond within seven days of the Union’s appli-
cation for recognition, and then call a poll of workers. If the majority s

» then the union must be certified as the bargaining
agent for the workers, For, apart from Barclays, before the Revolution there
were other grotesque examples of non-recognition of trade unions. The
W?rkers at the Red Spot Soft Drink Factory had a 100% financial member-

pr
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Affairs has prepared two pieces of legislation — a Rent Control I:a\g tlcT)] e:sr;i
the burden of high rent costs for our people and a new Workmep s Co Ents
sation Act, both of which will be circulated to our unions for their comm

before enactment,

New Attitudes

Of course, you would know how closely higher productivity and traiﬁ?:ﬁg
organisation are connected. More than two decades of _Ga{r yism pro untr
our workers many negative attitudes. The new trade umoqlsm in our(i ne\i
is now helping to transform such attitudes by helping to apply
Ln Ves. .

cgelatflore: the Revolution our agricultural estates.b.rought in absurdtlﬁf LO;
returns. They were making only a quarter .ot_" a million do]lalr)s,‘ evznnati(i) e
their yearly expenditure was nearly three million. Now, from 1 e?lgmve hored
liability they have become profitable, and the workers therpse ve e
in that success, taking one-third of the profits made. This new dopted as a
grown through the spirit of emulation that t.he wor_kers hav:ia adop
result of those seminars. The Age of Cynicism is gone in Grenada. ive

Workers in a revolutionary country like ours, who are under a p{j)g}'erslsism

and democratic leadership in their trade unions, do not see.Trade q;)oilities
sotely in a narrow, economistic sense. They fio notlsee thfalr reSPt‘;’;SSI, wages
stopping only at these fundamental tasks of improving thellr nclleTa 2l aspects
and working conditions. They see themselves deep]y involve dltheir e
of the social and political life of their country, their rlegm_n an L other
Our unionised workers have consistently sl_iown so.lldanty‘wntlistaduty o
struggling workers of the world. They see .thls as an mterpatu;gﬁ Sl and
all trade unionists organising for their rights and ﬁghtm%_ the Middle
political justice, be they in ?éu’le},1 El fﬁlvaigguieogtl;?ra ja‘ltrllf?i} ¢ exploited
East or any part of the world where the producers of L
and oppresZe(il). They see their responsibility, likewise with ot!leratlraéi:ol:lféﬁ?c
ists of the Third World, in pressing for the New Intemationa Beonon™
Order that will create more favourable terms of trade be't\'veerfl :11: massgs in
nations and transfer wealth and technology for the benefit of the

countries such as ours.

The Need for Trade Union Unity in the Caribbean

Comrades, it is clear that the growing economic crisis ct’fo‘::) rrledgi::)?:p::f:h::;
is having a dynamic effect in the Caribbean. Throughoim There have been
the employing class united in its attack upon trade umor;(ers there to abandon
newspaper advertisements in Barbados calling upon wo; i-national companies
their trade unions. There have been incidents of multlc.ln?n that they will
in St Vincent forcing workers to sign documents, pledging
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leave their trade union. Clearly, the employers are trying to de-unionise their
workforces to make them more pliable and exploitable, so we, throughout
the Caribbean must go beyond all our political and ideclogical differences
and forge the essential unity of our regional trade union movement to combat
this reactionary offensive by the employers. This is why we have to work
towards the rotal unionisation of our workers and the maxirmum democ-
ratisation of our unions, to ensure that they are vigilant and active in the
struggles against the employers, and to guarantee that the negativism and
passivity that arise from undemocratic trade union structures are forever
finished in our region.

We consider that in Grenada we have a critical role to stimulate qnd
achieve this unity, because our Revolution has emancipated our trade union
mavement to fully serve the country and help to build it, along with our
party, the mass organisations and other democratic community structures.
For we are benefiting, not only from increased wages and better working
conditions, unlocked freedoms and an explosion of democracy, but also from
a massively increased socigl wage which makes more and more sure and
profound the security of our working people, one of the prime objectives of

trade unionism. Free medical treatment, primary health care, an eye clinic,
free mitk distributi

Such concrete benefits are what true trade unionists have always struggled

for, and we see our trade unionists too taking a greater and greater part in
this huge process of national reconstructiop.

For the first time in our history, and as far as we know this step is unigue
in the CARICOM section of our region, our trade unions have been involved

years more of oy unions will be involved. Proposals for the 1982
Budget will be circularised b i
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transformation. ) , ust
This process will underline yet again that Ithe tradte u’lr“llll?snxg]:;\;lesm:;:n?lling
: 111 : ment. !
be involved in afl aspects of national }leVC op - o F am.
production, management, distribution of foods, Workl{lg lﬁéhiféijesredca:pair
i Popular Education, in
paign through the Centre for : . k and the
ai ; the community wor
Programme, the School Repair Programme, nun) to
creftion of democracy in al our popular and demmrau_c pmir?r[::::z?ers
ensure that the benefits of the Revolution reach not only its ow )
but all the people of Grenada. . . icularl
Finaily and crucially, there is the question of National Defeml;e,"parrtécnl: anz
at this juncture when we are facing so many threats from ab e liin e
vulgar imperialism. Our trade unions and the;r membe.rs_ are . ec(:jothe gT e
and more involved in our People’s Revolutionary Mllltlad, ‘:}'11 Amberines’
Union Council itself, in response to the US A_mbcr and zed " el for
Provocations and manoeuvres in Vieques Island in Augdusft‘ lcsisthe homeland
all trade unionists to join the militia and be prepared to defen
from imperialist military attack.

Call to the Delegates

So comrades, what is the way forward? What are the challenge§ ahea(fie :)el:]::
and how must we respond? We would not want to leave this Ci:r bonds
without having clear ideas and proposals in our heads to secure grea 1t of o
and solidarity between us. What concrete steps can we make as a resu
discussions? .

For a start we must exchange information, insights .and expeniggzsa;:;
make more profound the trust between us, and more umﬁffd the Ce:i i
strength that bing us. And let us pledge that in thel spirit of trs;l.se o
tmocracy we hold more regular assemblies and meetings SUf-‘h ast 1:r ower
combine in a more coherent and purposeful way, to consolidate our p ainst
and unity, and to co-ordinate our strategies to beat back the offz?nsrr':z aricent
Us. Our enemies are intensifying their unity. as has been seen 1:11 i
Beneral inter-Caribbean meetings of Chambers of Con_umercl:ev ant te}:]v external
POinted]y’ in the meetings of various army and police chiefs, wi
fePresentatives also involved. . ; ialists

he violence of this offensive has also been made clear in the "‘;gﬁgﬁ;&
OMinated Campaign of lies, slander and disinfom)atmn — the ncipally
- Npulation of half truths and fabrications — which has been pnnﬁapand
ected at the revolutionary countries in our region: Cuba, Nl'iia ratirough-

Tenada, and 2gainst the progressive movement of worke.rs generz; lytant ool
OUt the Caribbean, This campaign intensified to a particularly bla ications

3 this year, when the United States International Comntllmrl e
Agency (USICA), the propaganda arm of the US State Departmen i ?hegamajor
. COnference jn Washington, to which were invited the editors of a elled and
Nguage Caribbean newspapers. The editors were couns
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lectured to by reactionary congressmen, and slick American journalists taught
them techniques of propaganda destabilization, with ‘How to Deal with
Grenada’ as an unlisted item on the agenda. Within two weeks of this con-
ference we witnessed in the region signs of a co-ordinated approach by all
of these newspapers, in their propaganda attacks against the Grenada
Revolution. Articles and editorials were swapped and reprinted, and this
process descended to its most vulgar depths with the appearance in five
1egional newspapers - the Jamaica Gleaner, the Barbados Sunday Sun, the
Barbados Advocate, the Trinidad Guardian and the Trinidad Express — of
identical front page editorials, calling upon the governments, peoples and
workers of the region to isolate Grenada and expel us from all regional group-
ings and organisations. The magnates and warlords of the Caribbean media are
about to start yet another campaign against Grenada. While the Jamaican
Daily Gleaner’s Hector Wynter travels to Trinidad to plan strikes with his
fellow Trinidad Guardian and Express blood-suckers, his compatriot and
twin brother in lies and hypocrisy, Ken Gordon, is in Jamaica shamelessly
announcing yet another plan of orchestrated propaganda destabilization
against our Revolution.

It seems that these clowns do not yet understand that the game is up, that
they have been fully exposed before the Caribbean people and before their
own workers, who so valiantly stood up to them in September, and con-
demned them for their dishonesty and vulgarity, after their front page fiasco.

It seems like these Judases, who are willing to trade the journalistic
integrity of their own workers and the limited value of their own depraved
souls for a few dollars more, are in need of yet another slap on their bottoms
from the workers of the Caribbean.

Let them continue to attack. The more they do so, the more they help
the cause of the working people. For they are the best possible proof of the
decadence, corruption and nasty stench of unmitigated, free enterprise
capitalism, and its twin sister of rotting, hypocritical, saltfish journalism.

Comrades, this Propaganda campaign continues unabated until this very
day. We would therefore like to call upon all the delegates here, representing
as the)_( do the most active and conscious leaders of the working class move-
ment in our region, to condemn this monopoly control of the Caribbean
media by unprincipled press magnates in league with imperialism, and support
the struggle of media workers all over the world for 2 New International
Information Order to serve our movement and our peoples, which can only
be made possible through the struggle to achieve the New International
Economic Order, the creation of which will be of particular significance to all
workers in the Caribbean and Latin America.

Comrades, very importantly we must express that all the workers of ouf
region must have a clear understanding as to why PEACE is in their interest

and why WAR is such a hj iorit the ruling
circles in the USA. gh priority on the agenda of Reagan and the

At present the world capi

talist system is in the midst ‘of a serious crisis-
way inflation, compo

unded by ever-rising unemployment has meant
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that for millions of workers in the industrialised capitalist ec_ongmies, thef cos_t
of living keeps going up, seemingly beyond control, while job security is
weakened. .

Almost as daily routine factory after factory is closed down, business after
business declares bantruptcy resulting in hundreds of thgusands of }fvorkers
losing their jobs. Those workers fortunate to retain jpbs, find that their wages
remain stagnant, their unions attacked and undermined by the monopolists,
their rights abused and their hard-won gains eroded. .

And as the international capitalist crisis intensifies it generates 1_ncrea§ed
imperialist aggression, spearheaded by the most reactionary (_:ircles of .lmp.epa‘l-
ism’s military industria] complexes who feel that the solution to this crisis is
the build-up of arms, the provocation of wars and the creation of tension
spots around the world, the Caribbean region being no exception. e

The struggle carried on by the world’s workers for peace is strongly linke
with the effects of the crisis of capitalism on their living standards. Thus one
can say that the economic and social gains won through such struggle are a
contribution to the consolidation of world peace, because these gains are an
expression of the change in the balance of forces against the roots of all
wars: monopoly capitalism and imperialism. _ - &

Ignoring the new realities brought about by this change in the' world's
balance of forces however, the military and conservative c1rclf_:s of 1_mper'ml—
ism are trying to return the world to the cold war period and intensification
of the arms race with the planned deployment of many more nuclear
warheads in Western European countries, with mad Fa_lk of limited nuclea{;
war, and right here in our region with stepped up military ma{loeuvres and
exercises and preparations for military iml;ssi;mlls c(l)f Cuba, Nicaragua an
Grenada, along with massive intervention in El Salvador. _

The presengt level of military efforts puts on the shoulders of Canbl?;ian
workers and workers all over the world a very heavy burden qf sacrifice
exposing the very existence of humanity to the risk of_ a catas.t'rophjlc dissfs)t;;
High military expenditures are damaging to economic stability, ;ow own
the rate of development and make unemployme.nt more acute. ]‘; e 'Ct?]neach
Porary capitalist crisis and the arms race are directly c'onnt;lcte \:;lv h each
Other. In many capitalist countries, arms COFH:C[: provide the mo:
for the industries connected with arms manufacture. .

But worl:ersemust nf)t be intimidated or resort to pessimism in :heoza:ﬁ
of this bleak scenario. Hope still exists and it resides in lljlehstrl;ﬁg niake "
Peace-loving forces for disarmament and world peace, whic “"h sterial
possible for science and technology to be put fully to work for the m
and spiritual enhancement of humankind. o

The working class of the world constitutes t_he Pnnapal I"or:i:e (t)i ';pea::lee
Because of its role in the crucial sphere of 'somal life and production,
working class is also the principal force of social progress. { role of the

Thus, there is a direct connection bclween' the !ustonc;h T uibbean
working class and the struggle for peace and disarmament. *he working
Trade Union Movement cannot fulfill its mission of emancipating
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people of the region in a situation where imperialism is attempting to make the
Caribbean into a theatre of war. Genuine social and economic progress can
only be achieved in an atmosphere of peaceful co-existence, co-operation,
goodwill, mutual respect and understanding among the region’s peoples. It is,
therefore, an urgent imperative that the Caribbean trade union movement
strongly condemns all efforts by imperialism to bring unnecessary tension to
our region and in equally strong terms supports the call for the Caribbean to
be declared a Zone of Peace. _

Caribbean and Latin American workers employed by capitalist companies
who do not own the means of production because they are an exploited class,
have no stake in war or in the profits deriving from the manufacture of
weapons, as in the case with the transnational corporations. Peace is the
workers’ ideal. Historical experience shows that in the imperialist wars it is
the working people influenced by the ideological hegemony of imperial.isr_n
who are the victims, who shed their blood and sacrifice their lives. But it is
also the working people who have always fought against wars of aggression
and who now find themselves in a common front in the struggle for peace.

In fighting against the monopolies, against the transnationals and tf}e
military industria] complexes, the working people of the Caribbean and Latin
America carry out a direct offensive against the roots of war. In this context,
the workers and their trade union organisations have a fundamental role to
play. In defiance of the imperialist merchants of death, the Caribbean and
Latin American trade union movement must make a clear and consistent
response to Washington’s aggression in this region by the unity and common
action of all the trade union forces. In these times there is an urgent need,
comrades, for unity and co-ordinated action, for co-operation and direct
alliance between the region’s democratic trade unions, some with different
ideological tendencies but all with the same class interests and with similar
economic and social aspirations. Warmongering in our region can only be
stopped by a united and decisive workers” struggle for peace and disarmament.
Workers of our region can be heartened and even inspired by the forthright
resistance demonstrated by millions of workers, who have taken to the streets
of European capitals in recent weeks to say a loud ‘no’ to the war policies of
the Reagan Administration.

So our message today comrades, to all our workers in our island and
throughout the Caribbean, is: in the spirit of Butler, Unionise! Mobilise'
Educate! Democratise! Dynamise the trade union movement throughout out
region! Let the spirit of Butler fire and inspire us! Let us seek to emulate his
cause and dedication to the most sacred commitment of all — the emanck
pation and freedom of our working people.

We in Grenada pledge to continue to put our trade union movement at
the centre of the process in our country to link all our workers in an orgam
ised relationship with democratic structures and practices, and so pump with

ever-increasing vigour the vibrant blood that runs through all the organs of
our Revolution,
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10. Emulation is the Seed that
Brings the Fruit of

Excellence

Feature Address on National Emulation Night
in St. George’s on 29 October 1981

Our Revolution has already proved to be a Revolu.uon of real Fieeds alSI;i
actions. As we look around us and see the transformations actually in pl:C’Ce v:'
we can be in little doubt of that. But have you also ever though]:-oﬁ te)f I::ss
words we have brought into public and popular use, words “],(nlgwn tgou;
ideas and ways of acting and organising that were cqmpletely un| oLy aew
people before the Revolution? One such word, whlch_expresse(s} a diajr[ls i
concept that the last two years have brought .allve for re!pa o :;lar
emulation. We have seen this emudation in action in the Centre. Orl Yp th
Education, in the National Women’s Organisation, _in the Natlorll;i . :tLilon
Organisation, in the Pioneers and National In-Service Teacher
Programme. ; i -
l%low many of us had previously counted this word in our actw;: g’::c::e
ularies before the Revolution? Now we meet it as a Commlon “:t)irce of the
lips of our people all over Grenada. And through our actual pra * For it
Process of emulation we are learning what exactly the - ori nr:faner'sonally
means we are recognising the best among us, not to glorify the ' Ilz And in
but to raise the collective level of consciousness and pr(‘)dl“ml;’et'Ween the
doing that, comrades, we are automatically drawing C'ompar_lsoﬂs sense of the
stronger and weaker aspects of our national life, stimulating a roblems,
value of criticism and self-criticism, identifying and anal)'/ﬂ?}%o‘:: lr)I]c)i colonial
nd, as a result, creating the resolve to move forward. For in e about & 2
and neo-colonial days, the recognition of excellence only ¢ were built
result of individual contest. But the old concepts of competition rate con-
around the dominance of the individual over his peers, where Sepaoncept of
petitors used each other’s heads as rungs in a la_ddf?r. T!]e ne::as::the group
eMulation gives us models and symbols for insplfa“‘m’,mc?a-ldmg and the
¢ffort and production drive — and thus contributes to nation-bui
Construction of our economic and political independence.

Importance of Emulation

. ress, but our
In emulation we still recognise individual a?}gevements anmd_bi::::j- to our new
Cause is different. The individual is a participant, a con
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society, and we recognise him or her for that contribution, an(li not to exalt
individualism for its own sake. Education — as we have been saying with some
regularity of late — is production too! Teaching and studyin_g are bo-th aﬁms
of production. The teacher is producing young workers, patriots and intellec
tuals who will become our scientists, our engineers, our agro-industrialists,
Our agricultarists, our administrators, our technicians of the future. The
student is producing in himself or herself the capacity to conquer and trans-
form nature by that knowledge he or she develops, the capacity to solve the
myriad of material problems which beset and harass our people, and the
capacity to produce the wealth and riches from the soil, which can offer our
people a new life which will realise a]l their vast and beautiful potential. Qur
teachers and students gre producers too, and it is in their ability o produce
that they will best serve our people. Teacher and student together are
planting seeds for the future — they are a part of that same future and clearly
there should be no antagonism or contradiction between them.

in the People’s Republic of Mozambique, a country which shares many
similar concrete problems with us, and whose government also shares a strong
comtitment to the principles of emulation, there is a simple poem, written
by an ordinary worker for other woikers, which begins to illustrate what

emulation is all about. } want to read a section of that poem for you. It
starts in this way:

If you put two seeds into the ground,
Pl put three — to see if you'll put four,
So that I'll put five in afterwards,

In the challenge of emulation.

With that attitude, comrades, we could see the kind of harvest we Coflld
reap! We are recognising the excellence around us in the sphere of education
tonight, 5o that the seeds that have heen planted in our schools and colieges
by our comrade teachers and students wili be doubled, trebled, quadmp_led
over the next year — the first year in our history when secondary education
will be free for our students — so that we would all taste the fruit of that
harvest! And when our students return from their higher studies to .fully
integrate themselves and their expertise into our economy and national
development, they too wil] increase our production, teach and inspire others
and produce yet greater harvests in future years. That is the whole point
of emulation, comrades; it is not a Static recognition, it pushes our PT.UCeSS
forward, it is the Very motor of our advances, It challenges and motivates
Us at every juncture. That js why we have put so much importance upon it
and that is why it is one of the constant and recurrent themes of our R(’tVO'
lution. It is much more than a new word adopted by our people, it is @
characteristic and a watchword of our unity and progress.

It is also in a way a strange contradiction, that in our national embrace
of the idea of emulation, we are seeking — and quite definitely finding —
excellence and extraordinariness in the ordinary. We are discovering in the
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o . i i trious
hardened agricultural worker, in the dlsmphneid f{shermansj ol: tzi lgixlleme
teacher, in the skilful carpenter, th? ConSClentloPlts'm:d iljl our country,
that has never before been recopnised and acc ilhne]re We can remember
although, of course, it always existed, it was atways th t are gone. Do you
awards and scholarships for a tiny elite in the days aear and just about
remember those island scholars who went away every ythe roperty of the
never came back? And we were told that excellence was It was 2 badge that
few, the monopoly of the privileged and the fomlmaltizw we are discovering
separated the powerful from the mass of the peop Ei belongs to the masses,
through our emulation processes that excellence tru y A rrigaCOU who is an
to the ordinary people — to the 12-year-old boy lzn i?] Carriacou, who is
exemplary literacy volunteer. to the 71-year-old wotm ead and write for the
his exemplary student and at that age learns how to rd. information that
first time in her life — and soon she will set about rea fllrllg backyard garden
will tell her how to more effectively fertilise the soil I’ zrto the worker on
so that it will produce more food. Excellence.alsq b_e;mg d mental stamina,
the cocoa estate who, with extraordinary creative ms;g t a:;era tions devoured
discovers a simple device to catch pests that have ?\r ge leash the expertise
the products of his land, to the unemployed sisters who un -operative bakery.
hidden inside themselves to start and develop their loﬁﬁaiohas been unlocked
This is the spirit of excellence in our working people of their power and
through the Revolution and through the recognmgn All this energy has
inventiveness by themselves and their fcliou,f comra es'espirit of emulation
been set free by our national grasp of emulation, thelsa?;lat we are sharing in
and recognition of the excellence amongst our people

tonight,

Emulation at the Work-Place : s now look
Having considered some of the main features.of emulf;tt_:;ftl; lte; 1iievelop our
Practically at how emulation can assist us in our 'ial to the development
country. Most importantly, of course, emulatlon.l‘s 1\'1 . our agro-industries
" production - to the development of our agrltil :‘li)rn’system have already
o our tourism. Though some elements of an emlti Eiila ‘Worker of the Year’
Started — you will remember that last year we zti for much more develop-
for the first time in our country — there is still nee ight work on one of
ment. Let us take the example of how emulation mig
our government farms. nt and workets
ngrstly, for an emulation system to be set up, ‘;‘ar?:s;?: about the farm
Would have to come together and examine all the in (;mw much profit it now
= how many acres it has, what crops it now grows; would have to agree on
makes. Having done this, workers and managemeﬂu 1d have his own personal
Production targets on the farm, and each worker WOOt only because it would
1a1get at which to aim. This process is important nbecause by being involved
clearly result in an increase in production, put also ing his educational and
in all this the worker would at the same time behramanagement of the farm.
cultural level and also effectively become part of the
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Each Worker Participating

Secondly, for a successful emulation programme the workers and management
would have to examine together the way in which things are organised on the
farm and to look to see what can be done to improve it. They may discover
for example, that you do not really need four people to do weeding — three
can do that, but the group doing drainage can use one more because maybe
the ground keeps a lot of water in it, bogging down the plants. This again
would mean that each and every worker would be participating in the dis-
cussion of what is going on in the farm. Fach worker would know why his
own work is important and why the whole farm will suffer if one person
falls down in his task.

Thirdly, a successful emulation programme would mean that when the
crop and the targets are examined, the people to be emulated would not be
big shots or people with money or degrees from fancy universities - it would
be the ordinary worker himself, It would be an ordinary worker like
‘Coonyah’ — our worker of the year in 1980 — who through his invention of
the improved beetle trap was able to remove a particularly destructive pest
on the Marlmount Farm and therefore contribute to increasing production.
It would be the ordinary worker who would be getting the medal and whom
everybody would be applauding and recognising. Think of how important
such a person would fee] and how many other people could be spurred on
knowing that if they too increased their efforts, the next time it could really
be them up there receiving the recognition.

Fourthly, and most importantly of all, comrades, the workers must know
that when they increase their efforts the people to benefit will not be some
small group of people in St George’s who want to drink champagne and
entertain their friends at Evening Palace. The people to benefit will firstly be
able to get their piece of the increased profits to take home, and secondly
the nation as a2 whole will benefit because when the state farms make more
money, the government will have more to spend on free health care, on free
milk distribution, and on better education for our children, so that more and

morgh of them can achieve the kind of success like those being emulated here
tonight.

Emulation Can Transform Education

Comrades, just as it serves to d
Mmanagement, emulation can pla
transformation of education, In
the educational life of the nat
emulation. Emulation in educat

ynamise the process of production and self-
¥, and ought to play, a central role in the
every major area of the life of the school and
ion as a whole, we must move to establish
ion must exhort our youth to learn more and
study better. It must urge greater participation and broader organisation of
the student body — in every school there must be a vibrant student council
sharing responsibility for the efficient running of the school, sporting clubs,
debating societies, agricultura) associations, cultural groups,, pioneers, and
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contributing to the patriotic and full development o_f chgracter. Emuiation
in education contributes also to the better administration of the _school
because it sets standards for the pursuit of excellence, it requires continuous
assessment, it evaluates the main activities of the school.. Within the
educational system, emulation on the one hand recognises achievement, uses
these as the measure for higher collective and individual standards and on the
other hand, evaluates and criticises, identifies shortcomings, encourages and
motivates to resolve these difficulties. In short, emulation in our educatl_onat
system is about challenging student and teacher to new levels of achieve-
ment, greater discipline and more initiative.

Concrete Successes of Emulation h

Those of you, parents, teachers and undoubtedly many youths her.e who
attended the Emulation Celebration of the National Yputh Orgamzatlo}il
Youth Camp, 1981 will recall the extraordinary enthusiasm of the yc;utth,
their intense spirit of pride, their militant participation in the Heroes of the
Homeland Manoeuvre, Never before in our history has such er.lthuswsm been
demonstrated by the youth of our country. Yet this enthusiasm was not i
mood which mysteriously and spontaneously appeared — it was in large par
the result of emulation. The leaders of Youth Camp 1981 have_ an H,]Stmcme
story to tell about what was described as ‘the total youth. experience -

The first two weeks of Camp 1981 was a difficult pgrloq for them bectahu:ﬁ
it involved the setting up of camp structures, the organisation of the ytgl the
the many camp activities and the establishment of camp dlsmphne& ) (0
end of this period, the camp leadership was totally exhausted. Comra de? w;eerd
literally falling asleep in the middle of meetings. They were almost ::ﬂeathe
because they — a small leadership core — had taken on single-hande )'{t‘cs
task of organisation and discipline. Given the history and Fharactﬁrls ld
of our youth, the answer to these difficulties had to be one -Wthh cha‘ enged
the youth to new standards of discipline and participation. The “magic
word was emulation!

A thorough system of emulation covering all the major aspects of cafrl:g
life wag put into effect, and one week later the situation m all camps for
qualitatively changed. Youths who were refusing to wak'e up at S.O(;]ar:rea'
€2mp assembly and Physical Training were now the first in the assem bztweer;

tiendly competition, (one of the three ingredients of emulat‘loﬂ) their
_brigades Bave a new sense of purpose, challenged the youth to_lmp_rovg "
individua] performance as a contribution to the success of the].r I?nga ; th
% a wider scale, the success of their camp. The more c.hsmphnecll yozis-
Criticised and helped (a second main ingredient of emulation) the esss 1o
Ciplined members of their brigade to improve themselves. Discipline ‘-van by
Onger supervision from the top but encouragement/ criticism/sup erv.lstloes of
fellow brigade members. Competition was transformed from the w]f u o
selfishness to one of working together, struggling together. The exce :encding
3 brigade o camp gave honour to all of its members and the outs;: iy set
Individuals within it were the symbols of that pride and honour — they

93

i SR TR




In Nobody’s Backyard

the example of the best. And for this they were recognised and awarded (a
third major ingredient of emulation).

Emulation Unlocks Creativity

In this great challenge of emulation, youth who (because they had never been
provided with such a challenge) would not ordinarily have been viewed as
outstanding were able to unlock new founts of creativity, discover a deep
sense of responsibility and receive higher levels of training (a fourth main
ingredient of ernulation). In two camps in particular, Camps Che and Fedon,
among those emulated were harhour boys and former ‘delinquents’. They-
faced with this challenge, had earned the respect of their peers for their
performance.

The experience of the National Youth Organization Camp 1981 and the
results of their emulation programme have direct implications for our edu-
cational system because it demonstrates concretely the possibilities and
the value of emulation among our youth. )

During the literacy campaign, we again saw the value of emulation it
education. The Centre for Popular Education, parish emulation activities
played a valuable role in changing the public understanding of the nature of
illiteracy. For the CPE students themselves, it raised both their continuing
confidence to develop their literacy skills and to apply and practise them
consistently, thus consolidating their strengths. Some of our CPE students
spoke out publicly with new pride and determination in speeches which they
made for our emulation ceremonies,

Likewise, the National Women’s Organization, through emulation tech
niques of setting specific goals — in their case 5,000 members by the end of
1981 — sought to rapidly increase their membership. What the sisters found
was that because this goal was met over two months before its deadline (i
fact on 23id October) they had to produce a supplementary goal of 3,000
more members before the end of the year, thus setting a new overall target
of 8000 members by the end of 1981! The emulation process had been 0
successful that it was necessary for them to produce a secondary goal (a
fifth main ingredient of the emulation system) to retain the massive momern

tum that the membership drive had generated amongst women throughout
the country.

Thus, comrades
that emulation pr
and organisation
themselves;

» We Can see from the National Youth Organization Ca'_T'P
oduced a huge qualitative improvement in the discipline
of the camp, and thus in the consciousness of the youth
the and from the National Women’s Organization membership drive.
W is clear that the quantitative results hag an equal burst forward, due to the
use of strategies of emulation by our sisters.

Through emulation, through the system of friendly competition to achieve
agreedl targets, with mutual assistance and friendly co-operation, with du¢
recognition for achievement, with more training to achieve skills, know-how
and greater efficiency and through the additional or supplementary targets
once the original targets have been reached, a dramatic increase in
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productivity, efficiency and performance can demonstrably be achieved in
our country in all spheres.

The Role of Educators

Comrades, when we speak in terms of production al}dl emulation Iz:nlor}lgl
teachers, what do we mean? We mean that we are recognising models w fo Wi
inspire us in our own daily work, models who will serve as exargpfl’e:. tol\:l :rs
today in our schools in every village of Grenada, Carriacou and Fetl
tinique.

gs model, | can think of no better an example t}'aan B.F. Mahon, Srln:f
Principal of River Sallee Government School. This ordinary, yet gxflraotrréﬂecji
man was Principal of this school for 42 years, from 1888 to 193 d t;llsmu h, a
on the years he lived through, comrades, the years he v.vor.ke f us ie,re
term of principalship longer than the lives' of the majonhytoermd whc:
including myself. Think of the thousands of children th'rough t ;, P urround-
passed under his tutelage and care! All from the same village a; 1:15 Sroduce d
ings. Think how many working hands and brains he r_lurture an té’d ticki"gi
how many skills he made sharp and useful, how many ideas he stazrmd e
Can you imagine such dedication over the _fantastlcally |on.g P chievement
years? If you can, then you would have sfogle 1dga I?:ethe massive a
and great merit of Brother F.F. Mahon of River Sa - :

And yet, after this retirement in 1930, in fact precisely four, C%?.y : ai::dr {:i:
retirement - he died. That fact, of course, puts both hlShSElLrl r11?;‘8 N tire
example into even sharper perspective. Here was a tfaac er \;:'a 2ingle one
working life was dedicated to the uplifting of the in.telllgence ) S ers
of our villages. When we look for heroes of production among Ouﬁke a starj
a among our other workers, we can see Brother Mahon Shlﬂl;lgm Oxford
And yet, comrades, let us note, this man held no degr‘?e (rio 0 esoterio:;
Cambridge, New York or Washington. This man had published dean of
thesis on who-knows-what academic topic. He was 10 professor or -
Students of member of some elite scholarly SOC.lety' er wfsc;untw- It’
ordinary, elementary school principal in a small village © ou his example.
is for that fact that we remember him and take such value in b for his
And it is for his selfless service and dedication that we honc])luf lrlt,present
huge contribution to the production of our country, and thus o
and future, that we recognise him tonight.

A Mirror of Emulation for All of Us for what
L have selected Brother F.F. Mahon to concentrate upon for w her, in fact
fairly obvious reasons, His life ended when he ceased to bea te:fn l;ry and
just four days after he ceased being a teacher. His carecr was ex‘eaghers: and
3 such a mirror of emulation for all of us. In his image, as e our own
Wworkers, we look at ourselves and our own work and we .meaiut us try, let
Contributions and standards. If we do not measure up to him, le ’

I hope are
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us drive ourselves to reach his excellence — not Just as individuals but as a
united and organised body. If we all put in even half of his service, think how
our country would grow, would bloom, would biossom. ’

But we are talking about emulating the brother, of doing as well or even
better than he did — do you see how far we have to reach, comrades? Think
hoc\lav the man must have resisted and put aside the temptation to emigrate
and abandon his schools and his pupils — for if we study our history carefully
we would kl'l.OW how common a feature constant emigration has been for our
people, and in particular for our teachers. It is clear that his village was no
p}:lson to him. .It was his venue for performance and for achievement. For
t ere was notl.ung small about the man F.F. Mahon — clearly, he was pro-
fessionally a glant and a very sincere and dedicated human beir’lg. Neither is
lt:: eare ﬁln ything insignificant about spending a working life serving the people
and ‘Irovzg(;?c];e Rtig'er Sallee. For any community where people live, produce
And onee s other is a theat-re of ach.jevement and great human deeds.
ward and ins )i/r are performed, in the spirit of emulation they drive us for-
now and pire us towards further excellence in the same — and in other

i ransforme'd venues — which we must build for ourselves.
individz’alvsvet;eco%nise the F.F. Mahons of our country not as mere excellent
mass of our exlo their virtues and say how different they are from the
much ¢ ommg::op < but we recognise them instead as symbols to show how
people, in partifjlmus and patriotic commitment exist among afl our working
exercis’e it to the f'.i:xrl’l t?'rl?gh;’ our teachers. If only they would realise it and
this event. » lIke the brothers and sisters we are honouring through
mex?gnl ill::tsiieth:t while F.F. Mahon has been singled out for particular
Fletcher, E.H. Irel dﬂCl;)rlmous contrll?utlon of other greats such as J.W.
gold, sil\;er'ar{d brggy_’ 1. Taylor (all immortalised tonight by the ‘O level
programme and writt:naw;rds) and other outstanding educators listed in the
and recognition. In fact "i out in your prpﬁle are worthy of special praise
task of Siﬂgling- out o ’ov want tg emphasise Fhat while we are not about the
indeed deserve a special ‘:r'sm_glmg out specific individuals, these greats do
And it is for this feoss thp ace in the hlstor_y of education in our country.

And because peo 1n hat 1 give them special and particular mention.
repeat the nameg ofpt; : l-m-lld be recognised while they are alive, may I also
Martineau, Mr CTestePil 1}'"11_8 greats who all came on stage earlier: Mr C.A.
Mr R.O. Palmer, Mr Re 1uhlen’ Mrs Maude De Coteau, Mr H.D. Baptiste,

’ nalph Gebon — these outstanding educators stand as

a living tribute to th
e work of our ;
We Once again recognise them. professional educators over the years. May

Role of the Church

The histo ion i
a history ?:f :E:i';f:,:;"“bm Our country, as in the rest of the Caribbean, is
P Detween church and state. The churches we must
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recognise were the pioneers of education in the Caribbean. Formal education
can be said to have begun when missionaries came to christianise African
slaves. Then when slavery was abolished and the colonial government decided
that it should do something about educating the black population, they
simply gave the job to the missionaries. The money atlocated for education
(The Negro FEducation Grant as it was called) was handed over to the
churches. That was in 1835. It was the beginning of a partnership that can be
likened to the traditional marriage contract — the church looking after the
children and tbe state providing the money. It is not much different today.

The alliance between church and state did not produce an education
system that was as egalitarian as Jesus Christ himself would have designed
because the church had to work within the context of a state that did not
wish its citizens to develop any fancy ideas about the equality of human
beings. Today, one of our tasks is to combat the legacy of elitism in
education: to create equality of opportunity, to make the highest quality
education available to every single citizen, all the way from pre-school to
tertiary.

In this endeavour, and in all of our efforts to change the education system
for the better, we rely upon the collaboration of the church, indeed, today’s
partnership between church and state in Grenada must certainly be a more
comfortable one for the church than the historical situation where it had to
be the accomplice of slavery, of colonial exploitation, and of one generation
of naked political repression: the regime of Eric Matthew Gairy.

Deepening Relationship Between Church and State
As we honour the contribution that the church has made in the past to edu-
Fation, we look forward to a deepening relationship between church and state
in the task of educating all of our citizens for a better future and to an even
Breater sharing of church and school facilities.
In the secondary sector the role of the church is particular!y not_eworthy,
for, as you know, in our history the church had massively outstripped the
colonial state in the provision of facilities for secondary education. In f.act,
the great majority of the teachers and students being honoured here tonight
are from schools set up by religious bodies.

. We know that the educators who are the heart and soul of thes
tions welcome the advent of free secondary education and support
of secondary education for all. We know that you will warmly receive every
e secondary school into the fold. We know that the old church sch?ols
wili combat vigorously any tendency on the part of any section of our society
10 view your schools as elite or prestige institutions and the newer schfnols
as second best, as has happened, unfortunately, in several of our sister
Caribbeap territories.

Grel: é:‘lt,_we are extremely proud to rep
that ada this trend has not shown any sign 0
the In the short space of one year, the Bernadet

school of the Revolution, has established suc

e institu-
the goal

ort that here in Revolutionary
f emerging. The proof of this is
te Bailey Secondary Schoc_tl,
h a high reputation that in
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the piacing of successful common entrance candidates this year, this new
school was the choice of an overwhelming number of parents and students.

A Salute to the Outstanding

Sisters and brothers, comrades, | want to end these remarks by congratulating
all of our award winners — the students, those who received school-leaving
prizes, common entrance examination prizes, those who received awards
for being outstanding performers in the field of sports, those who received
awards for making the most vibrant contributions to their school. I especially
offer my congratulations to those who received the Fletcher, Ireland and
Taylor gold, silver and bronze awards for ‘0’ level results, the medal awards
for outstanding ‘A’ level results. 1 also congratulate the 13 schools that
received awards tonight and the educators — those who have passed on and
those who fortunately are still here with us and whom we feel confident wilt
be around for a long time to come.

May 1 also extend congratulations to the Ministry of Education for the
excellent work that they have been doing over these two and a half years.
But, most of all, I congratulate and salute tonight all of our hard-working
and courageous students who over the years, not just the past two and a haif
years, but over the past decade in particular, have engaged in consistent
struggle to ensure that their own educational standards were maintained and

uplifted, while at the same time being engaged in the forefront of the struggle
for 2 new and just society,

Emulation Wiil Bring Excellence

Comrades, as Comrade Didacus Jules, the Perrnanent Secretary in the
Ministry of Education, has indicated, this will be an annual ceremony. We
hope that through this annual emulation, all students and educators will
reach an even greater excellence through setting targets, competing with each
other in friendly competition, assisting, helping and co-operating with each
other to ensure higher standards through greater training.

We also hope that this emulation exercise will oblige our students and
educators to keep setting new targets as their originai targets are achieved.
We must recognise and never forget that it is only the best among us who set
targets — as most of us live from day-to-day most of us do not have a weekly
or a monthly or a yearly plan — some do not even have an hourly or daily
plan. The business of setting targets is a serious business that only the more
serious, disciplined and conscious among us undertake. But it is one thing to
set targets. It is another thing to reach these targets. And if it is true that
only the best set targets and the very best reach these targets, then it must be
even more true that it is only the super-best who having set targets and
reached these targets then EC On to set additional or supplementary targets.
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It is these standards of the super-best that we must all aim to gchicvg. Itis
these super heights of excellence that this system of emulation is hop]qg to
spur all of our students, all of our educators, all of our workers, all of our
farmers, all of our women, all of our youth, all of our people to reach as we
move rapidly towards building the new and just Grenada.

LONG LIVE THE STUDENTS OF GRENADA!

LONG LIVE THE MEMORY OF OUTSTANDING DECEASED
EDUCATORS!

LONG LIVE THE WORK AND CONTRIBUTION OF LIVING
EDUCATORS! -

LONG LIVE THE SYSTEM OF EMULATION!

LONG LIVE THE DRIVE TOWARDS EXCELLENCE!
FORWARD TO EDUCATION!

FORWARD EVER, BACKWARD NEVER!



11. Forward to 1982 — the
Year of Economic

Construction!

New Year’s Address to the Nation, Made on
Radio Free Grenada and Television Free
Grenada, 1 January 1982

On behalf of our Party and Government I bring you warm, revolutjonary
greetings on the first day of 1982, and wish you all peace, good health and
success for the New Year.

At the beginning of every year it is necessary to plan, to make resolutions,
to project our vision and chart the course for the upcoming 12 months. As
we stand shoulder to shoulder on the threshold of a new year let us, there-
fore, prepare ourselves for the many challenges that the national construc-
tion effort will pose for us. Let us continue to cultivate more revolutionary
ideas, values and practices and let us recommit ourselves and our nation to
the world revolutionary process and the international anti-imperialist move-
ment which is struggling to bring about a more just and happy life for the vast
majority of men, women and children of our globe,

Comrades, it is also important that before we enter the doorway of the
New Year we should pause to look back at the road we have travelled over
the past 12 months, take stock of our successes ans setbacks and to evaluate

those efforts, projects and processes which were begun in 1981 and which
must be continued and strengthened in 1982,

1981: Year of Agriculture and Agro-Industries
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The Revolution was convinced 12 months ago that we had to move rapidly
to give agriculture a new role in our development as well as to bring a new
standard of living to the workers and farmers in that industry.

Agriculture — Motor of the Economy

We perceived agriculture to be the main supplier of .food for our peop:e;:;
4 major carner of foreign exchange, as a weapon against unemploymen t of
as a means for increasing our self-reliance based on the full developmen
our main natural resource — the land. . iecti

In 1981 the Revolution began the serious task 0fmeet1ngthesek°E’JeCt;‘:;
by building state companies for commercial productl_cm and ma; ertlnegnt o
ensuring that the state sector plays the leading _role in the de;e Opestablish
commercial agriculture in our country. In addition, we move :0 d advice
the Ministry of Agriculture as a vital force giving material suppofd i and
to small and medium farmers struggling with problems of pro :11 Cnorr:omic
Organisation. Comrades, to give you an indication of the soctal anf ecc; T0S$
importance of agriculture to our nation consider that 4(.}% 0‘ (:rllje %rom
domestic product and 50% of all foreign exchange earnings co
agriculture, . ie i i

Almost 7,000 of our countrymen work full time in this fu;ld antrilsglt‘}']ea';
that the average Grenadian household consists of five people n mead end
35,000 sisters and brothers — one third of our total pOpUla“‘)tn _bui?g the
directly and solely on the soil for a living. Theref()fe, in order do f rapid
Ministry into an effective tool capable of planting the Seis 0Of new
agricultural growth, the Revolution started a lr:lrgf3 fardl erthe Gairy
Programmes to solve the multitude of problems inherited from
dictatorship, on i i

Betweerf recurrent and capital expenditure the Revol}mon is na]\: S;ﬁ:“gg“s
34 times more money than Gairy ever spent on agriculture. " varieties.
tXperimenting with and introducing new methods, new crops, nemethods of
Pest and diseases are daily fought and destroyed and proper ot
;:onservation and field sanitation are being elmployed so that we may
0%€ our precious resources of soil, water and plants. ure

Our agriculture js gradually becoming green once moré and we must ens
that in 1982 it will be much greener. :

In the coming months, fir example, the Mardigras Soil qnzl ;
Servation Project, which now represents the most 1mpressgaﬁbbean,
innovation jn our country, and possibly in the Easte_m ly useless sC
‘ontinue to bring into full production land that was previously
and Steep hillside, - al

It is important to note here Comrades, that the agricultural pr lture. A big
the Revolution do not only come under the Ministr)_f of Ag:; c\l;rorks'is ear-
slice of the Budget of the Ministry of Communications an

Marked for agricultural development. For example, t

Water Con-
gricultural
will
rub

ogrammes of

he many new feeder
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roads under construction and the massive $10 million Eastern Main Road
Project will mean that a vital new link for agriculture will materialise in the
coming year, thus facilitating the cultivation of more land and easy trans-
portation of crops to markets and to ports. Increasingly, the application of
science and technology to agriculture is overcoming old barriers and opening
the way for greater production and full use of all our land.

In this regard, training has become a key element of our agriculture. In
the early months of the Revolution we re-established the farm training school
and have now moved from 50 students a year to 150, and this was done in

spite of a devastating fire which destroyed the Mirabeau Training School
early last year.

1981 also saw the youths of our country playing a part in agricultural

development. Before the Revolution, the average age of a Grenadian farmer
was 62 years but the recent agricultural census shows the average age of
the farmer is now 51 years. This indicates that more young people from the
Tanks of the unemployed have since become involved in agricuiture. This
is undoubtedly a hopeful sign for the future, and we eagerly look forWﬂ{d
10 a significant increase in this youth involvement in 1982, particularly in
the agricultural Co-operatives which our National Co-operative Development
Agency (NACDA) will be continuing to establish. Let us then move rapidly
in this new year to make a reality out of the popular slogan ‘Idle Hands and
Idle Lands Equal an End to Unemployment’.

With our Revolution now providing opportunities for our youth as never
before in our history — free secondary education, hundreds of university
scholarships, more training Opportunities, more employment — we must wor!c
towards ensuring that al] of them fully understand the tremendous possibi-
lities that are now available and make the maximum use of them.

The Colonial Legacy

in the 19th Century, and after slavery
came exporters of agricultural commodities — in our
case cocoa, nutmegs and banana, In turn, we imported and still import food
and other industriat Products at very high prices from the same countries
that our exploitation helped to make wealthy and powerful.

Consequently, this unfair and unjust trade relationship left us with little

or no industry. In oyr Case, Grenada’s Industrial sector contributes only
4-5% of our entire domestic product,

_Before 1981 our true industrial potential remained untapped. The Gairy
dxtaiorslpp failed to formulate any kind of meaningful industrial develop-
ment policy or strategy. Critica] Questions such as the kind of industries we
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need, their linkage to other areas of the economy. or an ?m‘cslm.cnt cri.tcp;?
were never seriously examined in the past. (‘onscqumn!y.‘ industrial activeties
were disorganised and often out of tune with the nation's interest. ‘

However, Comrades, conscious of the need for slruc[urallchatmc in the
economy, our government has been promoting a strong commitment Ims.'urds
the principle of industrial development compatible with our national
interests.

Instead of the dying ‘Industrialization by Invitation™ approach. our govern-
ment advocates a policy of industriaiization based on the greater use of our
fatural and human resources. particularly our agriculture.

This strategy in 1982 and beyond will call for a vigorous and leading role
the public sector within the cconumy, joint ventures with local and

foreign interests and the provision of incentives and assistance to the private
sector,

for

Our government accepts the principle of a mixed economy and invites the
Participation of local and foreign private and co-operative sectors. To this
¢nd a draft investment code outlining the policies which will guide the role
of the private sector has already been partially circulated and will soon be

circulated to 4] the mass organisations in our country for them to study and
comment op.

Agro-Industries and F isheries

Egrly last year we estap
Fisheries (now called 1
Promotion, implement
Year also we formally
at Present employs so,

lished a Ministry of Agriculture, Agro-tndustries and
ndustrial Development) to deai specifically with the
ation and monitoring of industrial activity. During the
opened our million dollar Agro-Industrial Plant which
i me 27 persons full time and 71 part time, a plant which
WYSE;OC!uceS thousands of units of Mango Nectar, Tamarind Nectar. Paw
Guavg Cel:;e(}uaVa-Banana Juice, Nutmeg Jelly, Hot Sauce. (‘.hulney and even
Trade Far ie- And we are happy t_o say that at the Bulgana‘m l'ntemauonal
aliy, st year our nutmeg jam won a gold medal for its excellent

After jugt 5 few months, our

0 provide Some $59,000.00 in T
te Farmyg,

Spice .
thowjl{ﬂ: E;):If;t;?, now being processed in our country for the first time,

10 its congim Y €conomic return on investment and we look forward
L lglg;numg growth this year,

i manufa::touF new Ministry of Industrial Development has plans to begin

\ pmduc:-mng of nutmeg oil, the Processing of spice products, and large-

e on of high-quality jce cream, reconstituted milk products and

Agro-Industrial Plant has been able already
evenue to 800 small farmers and 18 of our

y WL

Ml £l .
“hicj, ov:ru:try dso intends 1o formally open a new sheep and pig farm
B Period, will add to our stock of cheaper and good quality meat

H
H
&
¥
:
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and provide us with the capacity to move into the area of ham, bacon ar?d
sausage production. Of course, the Agro-Industrial Factory at True Blue W.l”
also be expanded during this year to meet the ever-increasing demand for its
high quality products.

Utilising the six modern fishing trawlers given to us by the Revolutionary
Government and people of Cuba, the National Fisheries Company has caught
over 55,000 pounds of fish in the last six months. Some of this has been sold
fresh on the market and to selected institutions, and the rest has been smokled
and salted and sold in our shops and supermarkets: our saltfish is even being
exported to neighbouring countries. We expect that in 1982 the total catch
will increase substantially thereby bringing more protein-filled focd to our
people and more foreign exchange to our nation.

Our handicraft industry took a giant leap in 1981 with the opening .Of
Grencraft, a retail outlet which buys and sells a wide variety of quality
products from our local craftsmen,

Our sugarcane industry also made significant progress as our efforts to
revive this industry yielded good results in 1981. As you know, this industry
is no longer owned by a private company of plantocrats. It is, today. sub-
stantially owned by the government for the benefit of the workers and last

year, despite inclement weather, the factory was able to pay sugar farmers
$61.00 a ton for their cane — a record for our country.

Objective Economic Difficulties

Comrades, this list of economic successes and achievements in 1981 is more
impressive when looked at in the context of the tremendous objective diffi-
culties that have confronted the efforts of our government.

In the two years and nine months of the Revolution we have had to
contend with natural disasters such as hurricanes, floods and freak wind
storm, all of which brought considerable destruction to our cocoa, nutmeg
and banana crops and to our roads and bridges.

Years of neglect under Gairyism have brought serious disease problems
such as Leaf Spot and Moko to our banana cultivation, Witches Broom,
beetles and thrips to our cocoa fields and wilt to our nutmeg plantations.

In fact, Moko disease has meant that this year alone over 120 acres of banana
cultivation had to be destroyed.

One of the harsh realities o

imperialist economies is that when these countries suffer crises we, in

Forward to 1982

in vital foreign exchange have been lost as a res_ultc.' cnad
The normal yearly production of nutmegs in T e
pounds, yet for the last year we have had in storag@n
some seven million pounds, unable to find buyers sult of increased effort
them. And to make matters worse, our farmers asa r‘iast year produced the
and the application of new methods of h'usbagif{lalfmﬂhoﬂ pounds.
largest nutmeg crop in our history — some SIX an her Windward Islands in the
With bananas, we share the same fate as the ot erAt present, our banana
virtua] collapse of the industry in recent tm;es. ound from the British
farmers receive the abominably low price of ,1.'c perrp ound for the box in
multinational company, Van Geest, yet the prlCehpeC{l:St of production per
which the bananas are transported is .10c, and_t eh cost of imported fer-
pound is estimated at about .18¢c. Added to this, t te]ass or a hoe or a fork
tiliser to the farmer is massive and the cost Ofba C;l more ships from their
keeps going up while Geest moves merrily along buying )
-i i i T isis virtually a
™ In the ares of tovrism, because of the world capitals criss virualy o
Caribbean countries have suffered significant deCh}I-;:re too, Grenada has
visitors and the amount of money spent by theflln .additi’onal burden of an
been no exception and we have had to carry t ?nst our Revolution carried
orchestrated world-wide propaganda campaign ag:: aign did some damage to
out by US imperialism. Needless to say, this ca e ate optimistic that when
our tourism but because of our fighting response es into operation tourism
the first phase of our International Airport CO?}:at our hoteliers and other
will experience a revival. And we are conﬁ_df”m in 1982 out of their recog-
investors will commence construction _acm.’lty ]r country.
nition of the tremendous future for tourism 1n o4

a is about five million
different warehouses
the world market for

Our People Have Defeated Imperialism | "
, f the all-out assa

ibed as the year o i o

es, 1981 can be descrioe all the endless prc

:’n aiﬂslel:!ﬁ;ﬂi(;?nm;?\dom people and our natton. we Canrer_r.es(i:ve and econotmic

nganga bombardment, the frenetic,_ 'vulgafy :ffuwes. But for every vile

pressures, the sinister and threatening niul:taryor::l fighting people resisted and

eriali ution i -attacks

i launched at our Revolutiol ative counter-attacks,

f_:i‘}’;(’)lllf:;; ?vaii]i?"glreater determination and with more cre
and we were victorious.

“]le" lmpel a {4) { ' 0

; to raise money for
European Economic Community Co'ﬁnanc;?'g Cor?fftrefl:i:;d The Conference
i ﬂal lrpo L f the re-
ion of our new Internatio . majority ©
:\lfl:s c: Tl:)cl:;znand we have been able to raise the vast ma}

] g

completed on schedule.

its general
When US imperialists attempted to get the EEC to cut back on (s &
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economic assistance to our homeland, the EEC in fact increased its assistance
in all aspects over the next five years — another humiliating defeat.

When US imperialism sought to block a $19 million loan we had applied
for from the IMF we mounted a massive diplomatic effort successfully
mobilising 90 member countries of the IMF. We ended up getting a loan in
the amount we had applied for, and imperijalism got another kick in its pants.

When they tried to pressure the Caribbean Development Bank [CDB] to
stop funding various projects in our country, they again failed. The CDB
and our sister CARICOM nations refused to accept a US grant that carried
terms and conditions that were in conflict with the laws of the CDB. Their
neocolonial attempt at divide and rule failed miserably,

When US imperialism, using a corrupt and unpatriotic gang of 26 planto-
crats, lawyers, businessmen and saltfish Journalists attempted to revive the
Torchlight under the guise of a counter-revolutionary ragsheet arroganﬂy
misnamed the Grenadian Voice, the Revolution moved swiftly to puf it
under [teach it] manners. Another setback for imperialism as they were
reminded that our Revolution is popular and must be respected.

When in September the anti-Grenada propagandists in the US State
Department instructed their bell-boy lackeys who run the newspapers in the
region to publish identical front page editorials attacking the Grenada Revo-
lution, their own media workers were outraged at this blatant violation of
Journalistic ethics and condemned the editorials in the strongest terms.
And when the attempts at economic strangulation and the propaganda on-
slaughts did not bring the desired results, imperialism in a move of desper
ation, began the infamous ‘Amber and the Amberines’ rehearsals for an
invasion of our beloved homeland.

But even in the face of this most ominous, illegal and intimidating threat,
OUr courageous people and all democratic and peace-loving peoples of the
world found the correct and appropriate response.

In our historical ‘Heroes of the Homeland’ manoeuvre thousands of
ordinary Grenadians demonstrated to Reagan and his warlords that they were
ready and able to defend this country, and to give their lives if necessary,
for the preservation of our glorious Revolution. And together with the
worldwide condemnation of this vulgar and cowardly action, imperialist
plans to tumn back our process were dealt another serious blow.

Imperialism and Reaganism have also failed miserably, Comrades, in their
vulgar diplomatic efforts to isolate us from the international community.
and to prevent us from conducting a principled foreign policy based on peace,
co-operation, mutual respect, non-interference and friendship towards other
nations and peopies.
theTlI)‘te)rz:gi:;l)é tst(l}(:;:(t:ssfyl International Solidarity Conference recently held at

T8e's is a brilliant testament to the failure of impertalism’s
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in the face.

Comrades, as we stand on the threshold of a New Year we can state con-
fidently that no amount of imperialist threats or pressures will shake_the
Grenadian people’s uncompromising opposition to all f()r_ms of racism,
fascism, colonialism, neocolonialism or imperialism. We will continue to
speak out loudly against exploitation and oppression in any part Qf the world
whether it be in El Salvador. Haiti, Chile or South Africa or by Zionist forces
in the Middle East and we will remain firmly committed to t.he struggle for
world peace, disarmament and a new International Economic and Inform-
ation Order. ' ‘

We will continue in 1982 to play an active role in the many mte:rnatlonal
organisations and groupings to which we belong. And we certalr}Iy lofok
forward to and repeat our consistent calls for the early convening of a
CARICOM Heads of Government Meeting this year. As alway§, our CARIC(_)M
partners can be assured of our deep commitment to the regional integration
Process for the benefit of all of our people. Our country will alwqys stand by
our deeply held principles of mutual respect for sovereignty. ngn-mterferencel
in the internal affairs of other states and friendly co-operation for mutua
benefit — particularly with our closest neighbours in CARICOM. ol and

The highly successful trade union. Socialist International Ecumenica and
Small States Conference held in Grenada last year, our successful state vm‘:tl
to Mexico, our diplomatic initiatives at major international Conferences an
for all indicate that the Grenada Revolution enjoys the respect and aclt‘mr(i
ation of the world community and it shows that imperialism has faile
*0tarnish our good image abroad.

But, COmragdes, let f)s not get carried away by our victories. Let us not lt;al:
PIey to false illusions of security. Indeed, some battles have been won u_
the war againgt our implacable imperialist enemy is not over. It Wlllhcor(;
linve in 1982 and we must prepare ourselves for the struggles that lie a ea.d.

Failures and defeats will not stop the enemy trying again. As we have sand
*0 often, imperialism never rests and so we must continue to be on our guard,
tontinue to he vigilant, continue to expand and strengthen our_revoh;tlonar‘i

€ople’s Militia, We must keep our eyes open for new tricks, for ntehe
Yariations of the enemy’s plan, for new devious twists and turns on
Propaganda, and on the economic and the military fronts.

Benefitg of Revolutionary Democracy

Patrioys, Friends, Comrades, 1981 has proved to t.)e a year 02 aEl Itgrﬁ:;
&xplosion of popular democracy in Free and Revolutionary Grenada.

, id,
®eN 4 year of the reg| fulfilment of our 1973 Manifesto pledge when we sai
and [ qugte:

i sroots
To replace the political system with a truly democratic Zn;f%;aesislan q
$¥stem in which the people of every village and parish an

107




In Nobody’s Backyard

as 2 whole will be able to exercise power on their own behalf, in their
own interests, in order to build a bright future for our children.

Comrades, when we conceived of that future in 1973, we knew that we were
not just dreaming a crazy or vapid dream. We had always concretely and
genuinely, built our entire political process and reality around the partici-
pation of our people, firstly in building the strength and determination to
crush the dictatorship, and secondly, once that had been achieved in March
1979, to build real and solid structures of democracy that would be the bone
marrow of our growth and advancement.

Indeed, people’s participation has, is, and always will be the guarantee of
our democratic development, and 1981 has been the year when we began to
consolidate our people’s power. Halfway through the year, we took the
virtually unprecedented step in the English-speaking world of creating a Min-
istry of National Mobilization. Many of our people were asking: why, such a
Ministry, and what was its function? The answers to these guestions have
been spoken time and time again over the last few months, by every working
man and woman who has risen in a parish, zonal, or workers’ parish council
and poured out their criticism and suggestions to their Comrades and work-
mates, in the presence of the Revolutionary leadership; by every brother or
sister, who for the first time in their lives, have strode forward from the
middle of a public assembly, approached a microphone, and uttered sentences
that have helped in their every word, to push our country forward; by every
Grenadian who has cast aside the nervousness and timidity forced upon them
by colonial and neo-colonial systems, that held their contribution to our
national life to be nothing, to be meaningless and worthless; by every grasp

of conftader_lce and power that has made our people speak out and speak up:
expressing in each statement:

I am a Grenadian, and this is the place where I was born and I live, this

is my (fountry, the country 1 love and the country 1 will transform
along with my sisters and brothers,

For this .is the true meaning of revolutionary democracy. It is a growth in
confidence in the power of ordinary people to transform their country, and
thus 'tr_ansform. themselves. It is g growth in the appreciation of peoplé
organising, deciding, creating together. It is a growth in fraternal love, and
this is w_hat has l?een happening in our country in 198].

Consider again our women and their National Women’s Organization.
From the membership of 1,300 at the beginning of the year our women burst

and re than quadrupled their membership. The National Youth
Orgamzanon'has visibly been Browing more and more muscie week by week
and by the time of its jubilant congress a few weeks ago had also quadrupled

its membership from January 198} Comrad

. : es, of course we must associate
our young peopie with growth, but th; S i
tators of the blossoming of a are 13 year it is as if we have been spec
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an NYQ member or a pioneer. Qur democracy is not pampering or fussing
over our children, it is building their strength, stamina and creativeness. For
this year our children too have become a vibrant socizl force in their own
right. And with the strides made by our Pioneer Movement, our children are
already developing the maturity and creativity that will steam our country
forward over the next decade. Have you heard their choirs, their poets, their
calypsonians, their debates and discussions? Have you viewed their con-
fidence and organisational ability in their television programme? If you have,
then you are looking at the seeds of our future. you are experiencing t.he
energy that will spark our country. pull it out of underdevelopment and drive
us forward. And that too. is the result of the democratic power we have
unleashed this year, for our mass organisations have all taken succour and
strength from the motive force of mass mobilisation which we have been
generating as a national priority.

For we have always declared that the mass participation of the people
in all the major decisions that affect their lives, from budget to bananas,
from planning to pest control. is the vital component of our development.
People’s participation is the blood supply of our Revolution, not only
because it seeks to release our people’s submerged potential, creativity and
Benius, but because it is the only viable way in which our economy can
gow. Qur economy can only become strong if our people’s. input into 1ts
Srganisation is equally strong. We can only produce together if we also plan
together. We can only increase our collective investment in that wealth. Our
soil is rich, but jts yield will only match that richness if we upderstand that
We must create production targets fogether, agree on planning prOCt‘?dUIES
logether, achieve exemplary punctuality together and finally shgre in thﬁ
profits and prosperity of our organisation fogether. For economic growt
1§ our second pillar of development and it is bound absolutely ‘KO the ways
We find of democratising our society and organising its growth. Every worker
S d voice, has creative suggestions, has his portion of genius. Let us extract
all and put it at the service of our economic growth, for with thqt.g_"’:at
flame of workers energy and culture to drive us forward our possibilities
ar¢ infinite,

This is why we are saying that in 1982 we must extend our democracy
N further, so that it encompasses every aspect of the work place. This
Means our workers must become more and more involved in thg participatory
'&0tganisation of our trade unions, to ensure that any stagnation of the past
B stirred into democratic motion. In doing this, we are asking our workers to
use their own organisations, their trade unions, to call for production cg:{i
2}:}&_:(&3 at every work-place throughout our country, s0 that d:;:i::ri?c);ease
- CINCy can work side by side in our economy, creating am ]
1 Production, Ang ip the same way that our workers must be' democratica :{
volved in Planning the budget, they must also, through their trade ““:;:e;
€at the other end of the process, monitoring and identifying price incr vy
a0 consumer problems, investigating unreasonable, inc.:onsnster_lt a_nd P:g b

TR price rises, and calling upon their own democratic organisations

it
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vigilant and to speak up for them.

The Manoeuvre Will Never Over

Our third pillar of development, national defence, also has a vital link with
democracy. For when we ask of our people to step forward to defend the
gains and benefits of their Revolution, we are using no pressure, no compul-
sion. We are saying in effect ‘this is your Revolution, it is your democratic
right to defend it"! For as we know, democracy brings responsibilities and
rights in equal measure, and our people, in their huge and patriotic response
to join our People’s Revolutionary Militia and in their understanding of the
full impact of our slogan ‘The manoeuvre will never over’ are clearly realis-
ing this. They are making the profound and proud choice of a free people;
to hold fast to what is theirs, and it is theirs because they are involved,

brain and muscle, action and speech, in the building of a new vibrant and
loving Grenada.

A Strong Economy Means More Benefits

Since our Revolution, we have seen a remarkable growth in capital expendi-
ture on infrastructural developments that have benefited all Grenadians, but
in particular our poor and working people. This growth has clearly laid the
basis for genuine economic transformation and diversification in the future.
In the last year of Gairy, the capital expenditure was $8 million. In 1979,
the first year of the Revolution, we drove it forward to$15 million, in 1980
that more than doubled, to $32 million, and in 1981 it doubled yet again
to over $73 million, Every dollar of this rising spiral of national expansion
has benefited our people, and has formed an integral part of the social wage
of our people, which makes our dollar s0 much more valuable than just zbout
any other dollar in our region. Massive infrastructural projects, such as the
huge acceleration of the building of our International Airport, the laying of
whole new systems of Pipes for our water, the renovation of our electricity
generators, the establishment of our asphalt plant and new quarry, and the
virtual reconstruction of the Carriacou road system, and the introduction

sister island, Petit Martinique, will soon

ic, with a residential nurse, and already has its own
branch of the National Marketing and Importing Board.

We . shall also be energetically seeking new markets all over the world,
and further diversifying our crops and produce. The marketing of egg-plants
[aubergines] will be stepped up in the coming months, and we shall be
introducing, in a serious way, the production of English potatoes. In
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. ; ten-
Carriacou, black-belly sheep are fast 'becommg a common sight on the po
tially rich pasture lands of that sister island. he Revolution, have been
Our new economic institutions, created by the i{Nationa;.l (mporting
bringing real benefits to our people. The Market{ng Ml; h vital produce
Board, which is unique in Carriacou, has directly _rOlégwn the prices of
to our tables at much reduced cost, as well as k;e?mfal % o mercial Bank
staple food commodities like rice and sugar. The Na (110t expand and make
and the Grenada Development Bank have continued 1o 'difl vital loans to
profits for the benefit and investment of our masses, prO"c'll rfductive possi-
our farmers and fishermen to increase their economic and p
bilities. . . - ent of
lThfjsy our social wage is permanently zncreasmgow;tl;lgl:li ;i:e\i?oprﬂ more
our Revolutionary institutions and _programmes. buil d an Eye Clinic, when
every time we gain a concrete benefit — when we Ud ce free public health
we institute free secondary education, when we intro ‘:hen we give out free
care, when we open the primary health programme, vide free mass adult
milk or free school books and um‘formsf when vlvle p.rr? roject, when we
education, when we expand our low income Otlssv(ik}:ersfo; our social
expand our house repair programme for the poores lity of "l:‘fe and social
wage is a guarantee of an irﬂprc"""-mfmt of our qw:l n{ust be bought with
security, which, in most of the countries of our region,

hard-earned dollars.

1982 — “Year of Economic Construction’

e given names {0 OQUT years of

. ; av ' k
As you know, since the Revolution we Wve XG0T Fional Liber-

progress. 1979 was named and correctly nam

ation’. hrust in tho "

se of our thrus . iculture and Agro-

Ed::galgt?(;nbzsgll?roduction’ and 1981 W:]ls the :s’eg;:a;}tirtt: l«;lrt mere symbol-
i ans .

’ e never viewed these slog : he particular
}:rglslsf)l;y .rgteyh?;mes. For us, they summarise the rhrg:;u(;gntds l;f < thor
years WI')ithOUt neglecting or abandoning alll t::;mpose those years. Of
comr;onenl parts and essential energies that a .sodustry education, produc-
course, every year is a year of agriwlmg’ agr(r);nte emphasis in our process,

’ : : to c .
i i liberation. But we need 10 € Hining. So our
;?rtlhz::d“latéaorr:a;ive even more to the direction we ari l::c]:lemjof priority
slogan once it has been chosen becomes the key focu

’s Revolutionary
°f ?Sryf}?;s;e reasons, 1982 has been declared byﬂ't:;’P:ggifv;en o examine
’ jc Construc : ) !

‘The Year of Econom™ economic achieve-

S]QVi;ST?; ;Slm not see just WOrds, bl o apd Con:rg}estruggle for all our

o t économic construction will be the major ar‘?din of our Revolution.
peot ls b e of its importance to the future building

people, becaus

ength of our
Thus, together with the continuing move from strength to streng
us, o

se two areas, became ‘The Year of
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mass organisations, our organs of popular democracy like our parish and
zonal councils, and our firm and disciplined Militia, we must resolve also to
carry on the struggle to build the priorities of 1981, our agriculture and agro-
industries. These still remain the cornerstones of our economic advance and
construction, and in no way must we de-emphasize their continued and
crucial significance. But, in addition to these we shall also see other vital
emphases,

The second phase of the Centre for Popular Education, the adult
education programme for the functionally illiterate, will be launched for t.he
benefit of the mass of our people, and this must coincide with a greatly in-
creased momentum in the organisation of workers’ education classes through
all our work-places, particularly in our rural areas. This twin thrust of mass
education must lay the base fora hugely increased raising of consciousness
nationally, which in turn will have its effect in a much greater understand{ng
of, and commitment to, the cause of economic construction. And notice
Comrades, that we are talking about natjonal construction, not reconsmtf‘-
tion, for we are entering a new phase in the development of our country’s
productive capacity that has never before been conceived of or approached.

The Worker and Economic Construction

What will the year of economic construction mean to our workers? What
challenges will it throw out to them? What benefits will it bring to them?

Firstly, we must say that there must be no contradiction between those who
are involved in the economic co

For the cons

itself. This is why we need more forums for
discussion, more seminars, more committees to set targets, more structures of
emulation. For in all this democratic activity we shall not only be achjeving
greater production and output, sharper efficiency, the elimination of waste
and corruption, but also, as a direct consequence, a much improved social
wage and range of national benefits, al] coming as a direct result of workers’
participation and democracy. This is why we need to
people’s democracy is not just a satisfy

. ing and dignifying human activity,
it is also the watchword of economic adva

nce and social progress.

Farmers, Businessmen and Economic Construction

So, when we bring more democratic ene
tourist industry, we are catling upon
businessmen and those foreign investo

TEY to bear upon our farming or our
our farmers, our hoteliers, our local
s who respect our goals of national
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development, all to contribute to our year of ec:‘onomi'c gonstr}t{:cnc;ln. }:S\:\?j?}i
new Airport nears its completion, and the Termmal building takes s apreatin

its two storeys stretching across onc and a half acres of land, we ag—: creat agl
more avenues for economic construction in the duty free stores an ]tjen;m}h
shopping facilities that are needed, and in the new hotels that must d:teu(:u;
and in the existing ones that must be expanded so as to accommo

new tourist arrivals.

Eat What We Grow

And as we expand in the many areas of economic construcnon,dwiz al;c:tnzzcll‘
to be conscious that we must conserve energy and work har id(;ble new
unnecessary consumerism. With the unfortunate but una;f(c))m anicd by
increases in the price of gasolene and diesel, as of today ; ac o cireful ot
a decrease in the price of kerosene — we must be more and mo s we
to waste fuel or to use unnecessary electricity. And, toget]-]er Wlb't wilich
must understand the need to develop a new approach to eating h:;}:ast,we eat
should be, basically, producing 1o feed ourselves. We must grow o bills for
and eat what we grow. We shall not be able to afford large u:rlées our ownn
items we can produce and cat for ourselves, from our own reso »

land, our own work, our own economic construction.

End Corruption, Waste, Abuse and Indiscipline

: Year
As you know, today is traditionally a day for res‘)luuons'boit:r?éﬂ?{et us
resolutions are seen as a joke. but for us they need to tfack any vestiges
resolve that this year, 1982, will be the year when we 4 f the past; let us
of cormuption at our work-places and make them a thing Of ower b),f those
resolve to combat any bureaucratic abuse, any arrogance g p-ers against our
Who use their desks, forms, rubber-stamps or positions afbarnooling and co-
PeODIe’s progress; Jet us save money at a national leve i{listeﬁal level, to
ordinating our large-scale buying at a deparlmen.t. 0{ lmt us make war on
€0nomise in all purchases, from tractors to aspirins, fiorl al Treasury will
Waste, for everything we save and put back into the ra construction and
t¥entually come back to us through that same c:c::onomlc.hus
Profit-sharing, In short, let us become more economy Totp S;,lls c;f indiscipline,
€ must vigorously resolve to struggle against a! foft the bureaucracy
laziness, inefficiency, clock-watching and unproductivity 1n

be stamped out.
and in gy work-places, all of which are cancerous and must

Let Us Make a Start Together

irations for 1982,
To ensure the fullest implementation of our plans and aspiration
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we — all of us — mu
ool Al ks wouhsjt l;r;atl:(;)eban carly start. And perhaps the best start that we
isations, groups, clubs and egin immediate discussions in our unions, organ-
contribution we can ks [at our work-places aimed at identifyin,g what
can make to the building 0? tll)lllldlng our economy, what contribution we
agro-industry, fshentes oy oo e fout pillars of our economy, agriculiure
cutting out waste. indisct l'o:)uns;‘m; whqt contribution we can make toward;
we can make in the ares O?t;m_a, .Lorrupuon, inefficiency; what contribution
place, and to examine the uilding democracy and participation at the work
production targets, discipli need for. production compmittees that would set
genuine problems . d d;;ff"m and grievance committees that would deal with
a regular weekly or monthl;:utles. and emulation committees that would on
menwts Offol}l{ outstanding wosr/ke?; ‘s salute, recognise and reward the achicve
e of the Pe i e
through the co n:)nlileeni eievolutlongry Government have already made a start
fmd outside of it, armmdwtl;lt of widespread discussions in the public service,
in our history we intend toe‘ one year Mational Plan which for the first time
invite us, and particular] implement this year. We certainly urge you to
to your trade union g» our Cqmrades in the Ministry of Planning, to come
National Plan and to ,h rganisation, group or work-place te dis’cu this
share with you our and your ideas on how togetquer we

can achieve our
goals of economi
- . ic de ;
truly the ‘Year of Economic Comtmv:tfgi?lem and make this year — 1982
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12. Not One Human Right Has
Ever Been Won Without
Struggle

Opening Address to The American
Association of Jurists’ Conference: St. George’s,
10 March 1982

our Minister of Justice, in ex-
11 of the comrades who have
conference. We certainly
n this occasion, for several
n our country as the site
portant and we believe
for the political process
pression of the open-

:e:(allir:lt to join with Comrade Kenrick Radix,
come gtoa very warm and frate{nal greeting to a
ﬂppreciate(?.vur coun‘try for this very significant

(easons Firetrly much your presence here with us o
of you; o Sf y, of course, because you have chose
s reﬂectin erence and for us that is always very im
which & dgnlof Fhe support that many of you have
minded veloping in our country or at least an €X

ness of all comrades present here.

Come See for Yourself
;f:lljsmcr;rt?g] ly falls in line completely with one of our main slogans in the
seern th:en ome see for yoursel” — come to our country, and_after you bave
tion in Oumake a judgement on what you have seen and not Judge the situa-
region an dr country based on the adverse propaganda which is sweeping the
We are Ta"y parts of the world.
understan da ;0 very happy that you are here today. comrades, b;cause as we
Preparator rom Comrade Deborah Jackson, this conference is 2 run up,
of Jurists y conference .to-one that will be held by the American Association
great antic?ext- year again in St George's and of course we look forward with
Certainlpattjlon to your presence at that conference also.
pared oury v that time we will be more organised, we w'ﬂl be better pre:
and, I’heref‘country would have gone through more progressive de\{elopments
more con, OI€, your visit on that occasion we certainly hope will be even
Con genial and fruitful,
variety ;afdes’ we are also happy that you ar¢ here today because of the
Central Ar:lou-mnes that are represented: countries from the Carlbt?ean, from
and Canad erica and of course from North America, from the Um'ted States
for laWye,a’ a}?d from the United Kingdom. We feel it 1s extrgmely important
the wOrlclstw},_o are engaged in active practice in S0 many different parts of
in an at o have the opportunity of getting together and l}oldjng discussions
mosphere of friendliness, where very critical questions can be openly
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discussed, where views can be freely exchanged and where, hopefully, a
CONsSeNsus can emerge.

I am happy, too, comrades, because as a former practising lawyer myself,
it is very good to see so many of my old friends, and several comrades whom
I have had the opportunity of working with in different cases, particularly
what one can, I suppose, call public interest, human rights and political
cases over the years.

Finally, comrades, we are happy to have you in Grenada at this time
because you have come at an extremely important time for our people,
at a time when we celebrate what we resard in Grenada as being the most
important event to have ever occurred in the history of our country: our
glorious March 13th Revolution which took place three years ago.

Comrades, the theme of your conference, ‘Human Rights in the 80s, 2
Caribbean Perspective’ is an extremely important theme for us all to be
discussing at this time and for us to develop a perspective that is relevant,
that is rooted in reality, that has a concrete relationship to what is happen
ing in the rea! world, to what is happening in our region and in the wider
world outside, Having the opportunity, therefore, of giving in a few words
a view from the People’s Revolutionary Government of what our own broad
perspective is on this question, looked at from the point of view of lawyers.
is, for us, very significant and we certainly hope that these brief remarks will

have some bearing on the discussions which you will be holding over the next
two days.

Only Struggle Brought Human Rights

By far the most important point I want to make is that human rights have
allways come only after struggle. There is nothing that 1 will say today that
will be more important than that. Not one single human right has ever been
won without struggle, Notwithstanding the mythology of the law, that laws
come naturally, that some laws exist from birth and some rights exist from
birth, the truth of the matter j that every single important right under the
law, which are today are taken for granted in many countries, (and in many
more countries these laws and these rights still do not exist) every single one
of those rights only came after a struggle by the ordinary working people.

Struggles of the Slave Ended Slavery

Certainly, this can be seen from the historical epoch classified as slavery. It
Was not as a result of anybody’s kindness, or anybody’s change of heart, not
as a result of any new, sudden development in philosophy that slavery w2
abolished; slavery was abolished when and only when the struggles of the
sla"_es themselves forced the slave masters to make a new calculation, t©
d.ecn.de whether it was worth while being killed, whether it was worth while
risking on a nightly bagis 3 new slave uprising. Further, slavery only came 0
an end when the economic realities of the age made it more prudent al
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more desirable to move to a new form of exploitation, that known in history
as feudalism.

Only Struggle Wiped Away Feudal Rights ‘
Sim)i(larly,gcg(l)mracli)es, undg/r feudalism, the oppression of the serf did not end
overnight but only came about as a result of hqndreds of years of concrete
struggle and development of new economic realities. . . .

For example, the right to sleep the first night with thelwtfe of_the serf,
which the Lord of the Manor for several years regarded as his exclpswe .nght,
did not disappear because one night a nice Lord ofthe_Manor decided it walst
no longer nice to sleep with the wife of his serf. It dlsappea_red bec?u(sie (()i
struggle by the serfs to end that particular form of oppression as, in ‘elen,
other forms of oppression under fuedalism. It was the same with the rig ;
assumed by the Lord of the Manor to appropriate the fruits of_the labour o
his serf, That did not end because the Lords decided one morning that thf]y
no longer wanted to collect their ill-gotten gains. That end_ed bef:auseht' li
serfs rose up in revolt. That ended because the new_ec_onomlc reahtdy whic
began to emerge, the new reality of capitalism, made it imprudent and unwise
for the relationsnips under feudalism to continue.

Laws Did Not Suddenly Emerge ) ;
That is why it is no agcident,gcomrades, and as lawyers you .w1ll know thblls,
that the law of contract, for example, the law recognising er_lfOTCl’:?h ‘z
bargains, the law sanctioning agreements, did not emerge overnight. Etle
simple law of contract which today we all take for granted,_and can qufoor
millions of legal precedents, customs and practices to argue in ﬁ;mlu;?ook
against one aspect or another of its many dimensions — that sm;p }:3 arucible
hundreds of years to emerge. The law of contract arose out of the ¢ "
of life, out of the real struggles of the emerging capitalists wh_o were aon an
time a revolutionary force demanding the right of free trade, insisting that
easier form of exchange for the goods that they were selling, msnstu;g ared
the laws relating to barter were too cumbersome, that they were not pr pshirt
to walk around with a wheelbarrow full of wheat in order to ?btin:e?ation-
Or something else but were determined to struggle. for a new f_:gla d possi-
ship based on trade, so that they could fully exploit the potentialancp
bilities of the embryonic free enterprise, capitalist system.

Subversive Capitalist Rights

But the relationships that the emerging capitalists in feudalist tl:;:sw‘;z;z
fighting and dying for were relationships that were sut!versweht(::l 2 vight to
feudal system, because if you had a right to contract, if you ?‘the king to
eNgage in free trade, then jt must mean that the ‘divine .ng:t h.}s Lord with
C€Main privileges being given to him on a regular basis by d entitlements
the Lords in turn being entitled to exact similar privileges an
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from their serfs, must be destroyed.

This would happen because, if the serf was free to buy what he wanted,
if the serf was free to engage in a contract and to reach a legally enforceable
agreement, then the whole system of relationships under feudalism wguld
collapse. That is why the emerging capitalists of the 17th Century were killed
so often. That is why the different kings declared that these people were
bandits and robbers and were open game for anybody who wanted to kill
them. That is why when this question of an enforceable contract reached
before the Ecclesiastical Courts in the beginning they were always rejected.

Prevailing Economic Realities

What all of this says, comrades, and siays very clearly, is that the law clevelOpﬁld
around the prevailing economic realities and struggles of the age. The law is
really a system of legal relations with a direct bearing and relationship to the
material relations in the society. The Law, therefore, is first and foremost an
expression of the balance of forces between the oppressor and the oppressed,

between the exploiter and the exploited. That is what the law is first and
foremost,

Expression of the Balance of Forces

The question of what laws get on the statutory books is always a question of
the strength of the oppressed. The question of what laws are enforced on 2
regular basis is always, in part, an expression of the balance of forces between
exploiter and exploited. That is why the right to vote did not come auto-
matically after modern day slavery was formally abolished in 1834, but for
most countries in the Caribbean that right only came in 1951. The right to
vote, universal adult suffrage, came as a result of concrete struggles by .OU'
working people, struggles which they led because they felt they had a r,lght
to have a say in what was going on in their country, and under the pr evailing
system of democracy the right to vote was the key way to giving expression

to this demand for Participation, this ancient call of no taxation without
representation.

That is also why comrades,
suddenly descent on yg one mor
came gradually as the resujt of
only in the Caribbean, byt by
rades know, May Day itself, In
isation of the day when many

the right to form trade unions did not
ning in the 1840s or 50s, or 60s, but only
dozens of years of struggle by workers, not
workers throughout the world. And as con-
ternational Workers Day, is the institutional-
workers were sacrificed because of their bold-

Not &.0One Human Right . . .

“e seen from

husing,
The exploiting class, the ruling class, always had a very, very cl_ear unde_r-"d
standing of the fact that a trade union was, and is a dangerous thing; that if
you have trade unions. that if workers have the right to gfither together
collectively, that if workers have the right to declare a bargaining agent. on
behalf of themseives to meet with the employer, then the employer’s ability
to keep wages at starvation level, the employer's ability to divide and ruie,
the employer's ability to put one worker against the other. wogld be sul_)-
stantially reduced. The employing class always understood this point and this
is why the workers had to fight for that right. . _

The right to form political parties, the right to speak at public meetings,
the right to hold demonstrations, every single one of those rights only came
about as a result of concrete and often bloody struggle. And therefore,
comrades, what 1 want to suggest at this time is that because the law is an
txpression of the balance of forces between exploiter and exploited, a re-
flection of the existing material economic reality in any particular country,
the way in which laws are consolidated, the way in which laws that exist are
checked or changed and the way in which new laws are brought into

existence are always dependent on a number of critical questions which need
€Xamination.

Trade Unions Dangerous to Exploiters

Four Key Questions
Firstly, which class is in power? Is it the working class or the representatives
of the working class? Or is it the ruling class? _
Secondly, how strong are the opposing forces? What is the respective
balance between exploiter and exploited in the given society? What is the size
of the particular class? What is the level of organisation? What is the level
of unity prevailing? What international links and connections do they have?

1ese are some of the concrete questions which determine the strength of
either side,

_ Thirdly,
Stuation wi
Country at

the prevailing economic reality: is there recession? What is the
th jobs? What s the attitude of the trade unions in the particular
the given time? Are trade unions on the retreat because of weak,
cowardly, o vacillating leadership, or are trade unions standing up? Are they
"egotiating cut-backs with the bosses, or reduced pay, or are they struggling
O e¥en more rights for their workers?

_FQUrthly, the political outlook of the executive, or the particular leader-
Ship in the country. At one level, the point looks like the same point as the
ISt point, which class is in power, but in a deeper sense there is a difference
aCnd I think the difference can be illustrated if one compares, let us say, a
fam.:r With a Reagan. Under a Carter in the United States, there is some hope
Or limited Justice under the law and limited justice in general. There is some
Ope that the rights which women have won over centuries of struggle might

119




In Nobody’s Backyard

be maintained. There is some hope that the rights which workers have won
over centuries of struggle might be maintained. There is some hope that the
rights which minorities have won over centuries of struggle might be main-
tained.

What would certainly be in question under a Carter is how these rights
could be expanded; but, at least certain rights could be maintained. Certainly,
too, with a Carter in power there is always a much greater possibility of peace
in the world because of a particular attitude and particular philosophical
outlook.

Reagan Rolls Back Rights

But with 2 Reagan in power, comrades, what are the prospects for any of
these things? Is there any realistic basis for any optimism at all that the rights
of women, that the rights of workers, that the rights of minorities, that the
possibility of maintaining peace in our time can be assured? Is there any
realistic hope that any of this is possible given the narrow nationalist, the
chauvinist, the racist and the expansionist outlook of the ruling clique in
Washington? Is there any realistic hope of that, given the reality of the
€conomic crisis that exists in the United States today? What are the prospects
for any expansion of human rights in that country? What are the prospects
for even keeping those human rights which have existed over the years?

Let us look at the situation with women in the United States. Today,
the struggle for the Equal Rights Amendment, a struggle in which generations
of women in the United States have been involved, is facing its worst possible
period. Ronald Reagan is perhaps the first President in modern times to
publicly oppose the Equal Rights Amendment. President Reagan has around
him people like Jesse Helms who openly say that women have no rights,
they must go back home, return to the kitchen, become once again the house
slaves and kitchen mechanics. People like Jesse Helms even go to the extent
of saying that women do not have the right to wear trousers and must only be
seen in dresses. This is part of the new reality facing the women of the United
States -- a reality that they are certainly going to continue to resist.

Today an unbelievably large number of people are out of work in the
United States, with official figures proclaiming over nine and a half million
workers unemployed. In such a situation workers of the United States
involved in any industrial dispute must face the real possibility that all of

them could lose their jobs, as the air traffic controllers recently discovered
to their cost.

Reagan Attacks Unions

But, even worse than that, Mr Reagan and the people around him have moved
‘to. the incredible stage of decertifying trade unions, so that even the right to
join trade unions and be certain that those unions will be allowed to con
tinue to exist, even that right is now being removed in the United States.
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Minorities and the poor are in a similar situation. This can be seen from
the attitude of the Reagan Administration to desegregation and to busing,
an attitude which creates an atmosphere that allows crimes to be committe-d
every day against poor people in general but against Blacks and other ethnic
and national minorites in particular. With schools being closed, hospitals
being closed, old people’s homes being closed, with cutbacks taking p}ace on
food stamps, on medical care, on student subsidies, on farmer subsidlfas, and
$0 on, it is now very clear that rights which previously existed and which the
poor and working people of the United States had begun to take for granted
are being taken away under this present administration. )

It is very clear that the human rights picture has begun to undergo a slide
backwards. Far from consolidating or going forward, the picture is that of
a backward trend. And what of the question of peace versus war’ WIth' a
Ronald Reagan in the White House it would seem that war is almost inevit-
able, it would seem that war is almost a certainty at some point in the future,
and perhaps in the near future. The arms industry, which is not a.defence
industry but a war industry, is escalating again; it is today being built up to
massive proportions. At exactly the same time as schools, hos‘pl.tals and old
people’s homes are being closed and farmers and students sub§141es and food
stamps are being cut and millions are out of work, $214 million are being
spent on arms.

Future of Mankind in Peril

A massive arms build-up is once again facing the people of the United States
and threatening the future of mankind. _

In the 1930s, when Hitler and Mussolini emerged, the rationale was the
same, the argument was that armaments are necessary in order .to keep out
the Communist threat. Once again they are dishonestly pret?ndmg that the
arms industry is good for jobs, when what they really mean Is that_ the arms
industry helps to ensure that the sagging profits of the transnational cor-
Porations involved in munitions are again allowed to overflowl. ] N

Comrades, with a philosophy that is essentially fascist, with a philosop lY
that believes that no people have a right to self-determination, that no people
have a right to develop their own process, that no country has.a ngsht tto
Operate or to exist except in conditions approved by th_is Umte.d tae:
Administration, the prospects for war are real. Professor Rlchar(? Plpﬁ:’ (:Ee
of the people very close to Ronald Reagan, is on record as Saymg‘tUt't q
socialist world system must be made to collapse, that so far as this Unite
States Administration is concerned there is no room for peacefyl coexistence,
that these two systems cannot and will not be allowed to coexist, that one of
the other must go.

Few Prospects for Peace

With people like that, with a philosophy like that, with a world view that
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negates the existence of the socialist world and the national liberatmn.move-
ments, a view that says that the people of El Salvador do not have a right to
choose their own way of life and to struggle to reclaim their country from
oligarchy, with a philosophy like that, comrades, what are the prospects
for peace at this time? N "

With a philosophy that says that the people of Namibia do not have arig t
to independence and even after the United Nations passes a Resolution, as
it did in 1978, declaring that the people of Namibia must be allowed to
proceed to independence forthwith, the United States then attempts to
rewrite a mandate coming from the rest of mankind, what are the prospects
for peace? ‘ -

This Reagan Administration supports every crimjnal aggression comn‘llt‘te
by Israel, their client state. They arrogantly proclaim that the l?alestlnlaﬂs
have no right to their own homeland, that the people of Palestine fio not
have a right to exist but Israel has the right to do whatever it wants in that
part of the world. Zionist Israel can go into Iraq and bomb reactors if they
wish, then go into Syria and bomb the people in the Golan Heights if they
wish, all the while marauding in Lebanon where they commit murder on a
daily basis, and that is justified because they are ailies. Or consider South
Africa where millions of Black oppressed peoples are daily having to face
up to the torture and death of an outlaw apartheid system. Reagan has no
problems with this because Souty Africa is an ally and there are massive US

investments in South Africa which justify maintaining any amount of double
talk and double standards,

Whole Peoples’ Rights Ignored

Comirades, here you have a
countries in the world hav
not have a right
Savimbi foisted o
Nicaragua, the pe
develop their o
process then th

philosophy which says that the socialist oriented
€ no right to exist; that the people of Angola do
to choose and develop their own process but must hth}
n them, that the people of Mozambique, the people 0
opie of Libya, the people of Grenada do not have a right to
wn processes, and if they choose to try to develop such 2
ey would be subjected to the total barrage of propaganda
destabilization, economic warfare, violent terrorism and the ever-present
threat of mercenary or marine invasion.

Here’s a philosophy that says that even their allies in Europe do not

e the right to develop their own countries in their own way, or to use thf:lf
Own money for what purposes they see fit. Thus, when the EEC COl{m_”es
offered to send humanitariapn assistance through the Red Cross to war victims
in El Salvador, President Reagan dispatched emissaries to the EEC trying 1o
block such humanitarian assistance. Likewise when the new French President
— Frangois Mitterand ~ was about to form his Cabinet and decided to i.m'lte
three Communists to join that Cabinet, Reagan challenged the sovereignty
of the French government and contemptuously insulted the people of France
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by protesting this right of their newly elected President to decide who his
inisters must be. i .
WS b ety s e s 0 T
orld do not have any right at all to develop . ) :
xeir: own way unless it is substantially tied to private Fnttﬁfpftl::;ls‘:glt‘;fn:l
remains dependent on the continued explo.ltatlons 0N \: T o]
corporations. This is a philosophy that rejects the lde strugeling o
Economic Order which so many of us in the _Tlhlrd Wor flrti:rms Y
bring about so that our countries can have. fair and ﬁqua < that the New
among other similar and just rights. 1t is a philosophy that say ot so that
International Economic Order must not be la]lowedl to ?DT}?eavicious eyele
the poorer countries of the world must continue to live {ne of out primary
and circle of exploitation, under which every year the P"Z Sitems 20 up. To
products go down while the prices of thelr manufac_:tutr_t‘.e
Ronald Reagan, such exploitation is nothing less than Justic .w  the United
Comrades, in the discussions which have been raging no a. the United
Nations around a new regime for the resources of the deepasfes’ources must
States has consistently maintained a positioq that the deeg stt)? e for thelr
be exploited by the transnational corporations zlind use o {teveryone else
own benefit and in the interest of their own profits. Just a Ot' nal authority
in the entire world has come to the conclusion that an mtiﬁz i(})wse B onrces
must be set up to exploit the resources of the deep 5; Scilsed 10 help to end
beyond the legal jurisdictions of all countries can ‘?ws against humarity.
poverty, illiteracy, ignorance, disease and other such Cl'rlmldin ot on the side
But as usual the ruling elite in the United States is holding
of their rapacious transnationals.

Right to Life: Most Important of All

ts for
Comrades, with this sort of situation, it seems to us th?:nihﬁufrrliflp:;ht of
Peace, and therefore, the prospects for the m0§t llmPorseemS to be that the
all, the right to life, are not very good. Reagan’s og;fis sconomic problems.
ams industry is good for business and is an answer to ood Tor your business
o If You believe that the manufacture -Of o 1lsltg[0 remain in business,
then, logically, you must encourage war if you wathere are more arms avail-
Otherwise you will reach the inevitable point where o which point only
able than people who are willing to buy those arl::e, on expanding your
nother war will give you the opportunity to ]p be stockpiled up to
, siness and economy. In other words, ams can ?in :nd that is one of the
4 certain point and thereafter they have to be ui;f:;cing
major predicaments that humanity today finds itse ve 1 awyers cannot be
Comrades, it is our very firm belief that ng’ests ke a partisan position
Meutral in all of this, that progressive lawyers must -vz:; Jawyers have a duty
on this question. They must take a stand. Progr1tzjssl'leality and, as we know,
and an obligation to deal with the prevailing wor
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the reality is frightening.

Some Alarming Statistics:

In the area of military expenditures alone, I have some figures which I want
to read to you very quickly. Half the resources at present allocated to
military expenditures in one day will suffice to finance a programme for the
total world wide eradication of malaria. In just five hours, the world’s
military expenditures are the equivalent of the overall UNICEF’s budget for
child care programmes. The number of people working in the military sphere,
including the armed forces, is today twice the total number of all teachers,
physicians and nurses in the world,

Approximately 25% of the world’s scientific personnel is engaged in
military activity. It is estimated that some 60% of the overall scientific
research and scientific expenditures is absorbad by military programmes. The
value of such research projects if five times greater than that of the projects
devoted to health protection. Countries in Asia, Africa and Latin America
allocate 5.9% of their gross national products to weapons and military expen-
diture, whereas they devote only 1% to public health and 2.8% to education.
Furthermore, only 1% of the military budgets of the developed countries
could overcome the existing deficit in international assistance for financing
and increasing food production and creating emergency reserves.

Expenditures for military activities in a year during the middle 1970s
would have financed, among many other things, a vaccination programme
against infectious diseases for alj the children in the world, a programme
for the eradication of adult illiteracy in the entire world, a supplementary
food programme for 60 million préegnant women and a classroom increase
for 100 million pupils.

Comrades, the reality of these figures is truly shocking and must be some-
thing that, as Progressives, we have a duty to consider and reflect upon, and
the fact is that these military expenditures are occurring at this time, not:
withstanding he awful problems of hunger, of malnutrition, of illiteracy and
of unemployment which the Third World faces.

It has been estimated, for example, that the rate of growth of the gross
national product of underdeveloped countries dropped from 4.8% in 1979
to 3.8% in 1980 and to 3.2% iy 1981. Every year the figure falls and, as if
that was not bad enough, the annual rate of growth of the lowest income
countries in the underdeveloped world was only 1.8% during the 1960s and
0.8% during the 1970s. These figures mean that the lowest income countries
fepresenting one quarter of the world’s population will require some 400

to 500 years to reach the present existing per capita income levels of the most
developed capitalist countries.

Womsening Trade Relations
The share of the underdeveloped countries in the world’s exports, excluding
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fuel, was reduced from about 25% in 1950 to less than 12% in 1980. The
continuing deterioration in trade relations between prima.ry p.rodu_cts and
manufactured items which was sharpened by the increase in oil prices has
contributed to the emergence of a huge, chronic deficit in thg balance of
payments of oil importing underdeveloped countries amounting to some
$53 billion. The external debt of the Third World is estimated to have
reached, in 1981, the enormous figure of over $524 billion and the te.ndency
points to a continued increase in a brutal, vicious circle of debt service pay-
ments with growing interest rates and more debts.

Workers, Women and Children Hard Hit _ li
The reality in the Third World, Comrades, is a frightening one and that reality
is as bad for the workers as it is for the children and women of the w_or.ld-
According to the ILO, for example, in 1980 there were some 455 million
workers in the Third World amounting to over 43% of the wOka“g age popw-
lation. During that same year, 46% of the labour force in Lat:q America W;:S
affected by open unemployment or underemployment and since then the
situation has gotten worse.

In 1979, there were 75 million children under the age of 15 years whp
Wwere working in the world, especially in underdeveloped countries, ;n_d blﬂ
many instances they were doing exhausting and always underpaid jo 21
Thirty-five per cent of the world’s labour force is composed of womentﬁn
although they represent a little over one third of the total labour force,th_(;é{
Ieceive only one tenth of the world’s revenues. Women make up onet lth
of the workers but the money they get between them is just about one ten
of all the incorne that is going around. .

When we consider thgis regality in the world, and when we consider, tood,
the attitude of some of our own people to solutions to these probler}!lls a}?is
their idea of what a model country is, we can better understanf_i “]; d tuse
world reality needs to be explained together with the reasons for 1}!;. I?Jcéted
the sad fact is that for many people in the Caribbean_ today, t e L of
States still has an image of being paradise on earth,‘stﬂl has al? ;lm;gecan
being the country where everyone, once you are w1111r_!g to wor tagle’ and
become 2 millionaire overnight, still has an image of being a very sta
secure democracy.

Revealing FBI Statistics

) u of
} found some very interesting statistics coming ffom. the Fegeﬁdﬁlﬂﬁfcm
Investigation (FBI), and these statistics have to do with crime,

will be very relevant to a lawyers’ conference. In the United States:

— every two seconds a crime is committed,

— every four seconds larceny is committed, _ o
— every eight seconds an assault and robbery is comnutted,
— every twenty eight seconds a car is stolen,

— every forty eight seconds someone is beaten up,
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— every fifty eight seconds a hold up takes piace,
-~ eVery six minutes a woman is raped,
— every twenty three minutes someone is murdered,

These are the statistics of the model society and of what stability and

security and democracy means for many, many people in the United States.
In 1980, the FBI again declared:

— Tape cases rose to 82,000,

— 500,000 people were robbed,

~ 650,000 people were held up,

— 23,000 murders were committed.

That is the country of great human rights, the country of ideal democracy.
In Grenada, today, when a murder takes place that is almost like saying that
war has broken out somewhere in the world. It is such a rare event.

Develop a Progressive Perspective

Comrades, in your deliberations over the next two days 1 urge you to bear
in mind as you address this question of ‘Human Rights in the 80s’ and as you
develop a perspective for progressive lawyers on human rights, that the most
critical variable to take into account is this prevailing reality in the world
and the prevailing reality in our Caribbean region, as part of that world.

Knowing as we do what the realities are for most of the poor people in
our countries, the perspective we develop must be a perspective that, firstly,
focuses on the absence of human rights for the majority of the people, a
perspective that aims to look at human rights in the context of developing
those rights for the majority of qur people who continue to be poor and over
exploited, in this part of the world and, indeed, in many other parts of the
world.

Secondly, and arising out of the first point, the perspective we develop
must be a perspective that addresses the material realities and deprivations
of the people and ensure that the realities of poverty, hunger and illiteracy,

of discrimination, of lack of electricity, pipeborne water, housing,, jobs, of

legal inequality, are realities which we face up to and try to find solutions
for.

Thirdly, comrades, in developing this perspective we must aim to look in
a very serious and scientific manner at the ways in which laws are really
made, at the ways in which rights really come about.

Laws and the Balance of Forces

We must tecognise, that governments are composed of men and women who
make laws according to the prevailing material realities in the country, and
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who make laws according to the prevailing balance of forces be.t\.?.feen the
exploited and the exploiters. We should recognise also that the official slogan
of the establishment that, ‘What we have is a government of laws and not of
men’, is much more myth than reality. .

A few years ago, Anatole France gave perhaps the classic answer ‘when he
said, ‘the law in its majestic equality forbids the rich and the poor alike from
sleeping under bridges.” Obviously, the question of whq sleeps under bndlges
in reality is really the question to focus on. The question of v«_fhom the zﬁw
is really aimed at in the first place and whom the law catches is what really
tells you what kind of law it is and how the law camelabo_ut._lf you examm(ei
people who are in the jails in different countries, [ think it gives a very gols
idea of the reality in that country with regard to laws on the statute boo' 5.

Comrades, we must never forget that it is the struggles of the wor!qn_g
people which won them their human rights in the fi.rst place,-and it 1ds
Precisely our struggle today that will ensure that these rights continue. ﬁn
in today’s conditions it seems to me that our struggles must have three
specific aspects: .

First]y,pwe must ensure that those rights and those laws Whl.Ch have
brought benefits but which have been taken away are in fact rgstored, .

Secondly, we must ensure that those laws entrench!ng rights which are
ROW on the statute books in fact remain there. We must jealously guard them
and ensure that no one tries to remove them, thus wealfening the strength_
of the working people and further eroding the rights which they havc; won;

Thirdly, we must in a conscious and systematic way, struggle for an
®Xpansion of the existing rights.

Finding New Human Rights :
The mﬁjority must novg be able to enjoy the human rights which they ha\i’:
nNever had. We must put new human rights on the law books. We must 5 tr;:ggs_
for new human rights that will deal with the real needs of the people in hou
ing, jobs, health care, education and so on. We must ﬁ‘?d ways of etllsurll'lgf
that these human rights become entrenched in the constitutions a;lld a:::ige
Our countries. The struggle for these new rights must start from the er and
that there can be no equality before the law if f?a_l concrete S-(t)ClaWhen
economic human rights are the preserve only of a privileged mlnorlst);umns
We examine some of these paper rights that are entrenched in a_ll con that’
the right 1o freedom of expression, for example, we see right ;1“’3); or
this right can really only be fully relevant if people are not too u{:agvayr;t if
too tired to be able to express themselves. That right can Only }? et]r:e eople
appropriate organs of popular democracy exist, t!}rough whic o e cpisions
can effective]y participate, receive reports from their Ie_aders', ma This is what,
and be trajneq for eventually ruling and controlling their society.
EMocracy is all abouyt. tituti
hen we speak, likewise, of the right to work, as some gogstt}l;l::‘l'?;s
Speak, that right surely can only be relevant if one can get ajo0. ,

ltisa Meaningless so-called right.
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Further, that right can only be relevant if the working people have the
legal right to form and to join trade unions of their choice. And this in turn
raises the question of the speed at which trade unions can be recognised,
assuming in the first place that there is on the books a law compelling em-
ployers to recognise any union that is the choice of the majority of their
workers. And we know that in many countries in our region and beyond that
such a right does not exist. A right to work, likewise, must surely include a
right not to be arbitrarily dismissed, otherwise what is given in the right hand
can be easily taken away with the left.

In Grenada we also believe that the right to work includes the right to
know what is happening in your enterprise or workplace. In fact, we believe
that it includes the right to help make decisions, the right to examine the
books, the right to know what the production targets are, the right to know
what the possibilities for profits are, and the right at the end of the year
when profits are made as a result of the sweat of the workers, the right also
to share in those profits. All of that, it seems to us, is part of the right to
work.

And comrades, the right to life is also meaningless if secret police and
mongoose gangs are able to kill, maim, brutalise and torture people without
any legal remedy, without any resort to the courts, without any justice being
given to those being killed or brutalised, What is the point of speaking of the
right to life if the legal and judicial system cannot provide remedies 10
enforce this right? What is the point of speaking of this right to life if health
facilities in the country are so costly that it becomes impossible for the poor
and working people to be able to receive proper health care?

The Right to Dignity

The right to dignity,
ful right to the exten
extent that legal and
that the people as a
versus peace, and hav
Salvador to fight an
ruling minority who

the right 1o live a life of dignity, can only be a meaning
t that the basic needs of hte population are met, to the
social equality are being worked towards, to the extent
whole have the right to decide on the question of war
€ the right to decide whether they want to go to El
d die for the transnational corporations and the tiny
perceive that to be in their interest. These questions ar¢

people themselves must discuss and be involved in taking

decisions about. Otherwise, that right too becomes another paper right.
Thank you very much!
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First Conference of Journalists from the
Caribbean Area, St. George’s, Grenada, 17
April 1982

For us in Grenada to host this conference is both an honour a.nd someth%ng ?f
a strange experience. An horour, in that to have so many fine professut);lafi
and honest men and women among us is always a heartening and strengthen
ing stimulus, pur strange for us in that we have, since fJuf grasp of f reedolrp n
March, 1979, been on the receiving end of so much vile and false.JOljma :smt,‘
$0 many lies and slanders, such profound hostility f_rom the media bai{ons :u
the hemisphere. So for us there is a kind of irony in your presence, tor zﬁa
represent the opposite of that brand of mercenary and b"ugh.t'ouki::j of
Journalism. You represent hope and integrity to us, an ajternat nfr‘e ation
journalism and the professional courage to stand up to lies and disin 0}111:(1 our
We salute you and embrace you as comrades in truth, for just as trut: 1st};h ¢
tool, your trademark — so it is the vital essence and integral mgre;ile? ?n
is contained in al the organs and aspects of the Grenada Revo u_tlon-our
toming to Grenada and attending this conference you are demons.tratmgt }{ank
willingness to stand up with us against falsehood, and for that alone we ans
iou on behalf of our Revolution and our people, from the depths o
earts.
We are particularly impressed by the level of unity aci.ueved by tl:; c&nd
ference Organisers and sponsors, We see here the cpmbmed strefi.g ts. the
wealth of experience of the International Organisation of :loum;l Jls aica
Federation of Latin American Journalists, the Press Association ol Jam of"
our own Media Workers' Association of Free Grenada and of doiﬂsthe
individual but a5 yet formally unorganised journali§ts from thro;egsh o ent
region. If ever any of our people grew in the si‘xghtest w?ﬁ( szf:ﬂt hat
throughouyt the three years of organised and co-ordmatefl media-as nts will
3 continually bludgeoned us, this conference and its participa
Certainly go o long way towards dispelling any such f'eelln_gs- ognising that
€ welcome you here in the spirit of co-professionalism, rec gto bring to
€ach of you have a dynamic, original and significant Com.nl?unon[j m in our
this conference which we see as a crucible for democratic journalis media-
fegion, We are not conscious of any aristocracy among ymtj' f:::l]'ywe have
Peerage, and that again fills us with hope and encouragement, d interests
Otten been the butt of blows from some of the most powerful vesti incontro-
and press magnates of the region, and indeed, the world. What yo
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vertibly demonstrate to us is the other side of journalism, the part that has
been prepared to treat us with fairness, equity and an open mind, to come
and share our process, talk to our people and see for yourselves. You have,
in short, shown us the democratic tradition of Jjournalism in the Caribbean,
the tradition we must fight to strengthen and extend.

Imperialist Stranglehold of Information

Comrades, the widespread and relatively successful campaigns of negative
propaganda carried out by the Caribbean and North American media against
Nicaragua, Cuba, and Grenada, the freedom fighters of El Salvador and all
other progressive and peace-loving forces of our region are facilitated by the
unjust, irrational and undemocratic nature of the present world information
order.

An examination of the current situation in the field of international
information and communication reveals a number of glaring imbalances.

Firstly, there are considerable disparities in the world-wide distribution of
the media. Whilst, for example, in Europe and the USA, for every 1,000
inhabitants there are 312 daily newspapers and 696 radio and 301 television
receivers, in the developing countries for the same number of inhabitants
there are merely 29 daily papers and 83 radio and 22 television receivers.
This massive difference is in the first instance a result of colonial dependence,
for the former coloniat rulers did nothing to develop a national information
system in the regions they exploited.

Secondly, this backwardness in the field of information is a fundamental
reason for the fact that the international exchange of information is only 2
one-way process. Basically, a veritable flood of information flows from the
major imperialist cities to all corners of the globe, whereas there is a mere
trickle in the opposite direction.

Today, the imperialist medja businesses, to all intents and purposes, still
control and regulate the flow of information from, to and between the
developing countries. The four major capitalist newsagencies, UPI, AP, AFi ?
and Reuters have ap output of 33 million words daily. The ten largest Wes
tern foreign broadcasting services are on the air 5,200 hours per week, i.e. a1
average _of 750 hours daily, and an increasingly large proportion of this is in
the national and tribal languages of the developing countries. The big US
IEICV!SIOII companies control more thay three quarters of the internationsl
television market,

Thirdly, this “culturl imperialism’ is not merely a formal problem but
also in essence a question of content. For ultimately it is not a question of

ho;v ;nuch information jg broadcast through how many channels from wher'e
and from whom, but rather what information and with what objectives, 18
broadcast over national frontjers,
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Work for the New World Information Order
In view of the wide-ranging problems associated with the transboundary _role
of the media, it is understandable that for a considerable time now, guestions
of information and communication have been the subject of inc_reasin_gl)f
intense international discussion. A growing number of countri§s, including
Grenada, are asserting loudly and clearly that the time is now ripe to demo-
cratise the international information system and to free it from the vestiges
of colonial rule. Such countries are also asserting that it _is imperatlye to
eliminate psychological warfare and cultural neo-colonialism 'from inter-
Course between states and peoples. These universal democratic ar_ld anti-
imperialist objectives have been reflected in the demand for the establishment
of a new world information order (NWIO), which has been posed by the
socialist and the developing countries in UNESCO and the UN since the
middle of the 1970s. . . N
What are the aims behind the setting up of a new world mform?tlon or_der.
Firstly, the most important task consists in guaranteeing that m.the. ideo-
iogical struggles of our age the mass media make an active contribution to
the maintenance and consolidation of peace, to disarmament and detente,
international understanding and the resolving of the global problems of
humanity. An essential condition here is that the international -exchange of
information s arranged in line with the principles of international law as
anchored in the UN Charter, and that in particular principlgs such as equal
Sovereignty and non-interference apply fully to international information and
‘ommunication. L
A further aim in setting up a new world information order. consists in
Organising a more balanced, comprehensive and freer exchange of information
on a democratic foundation, an exchange which is free of the various for;ns
of psychological warfare and cultural interference in th.e affairs of o}: er
States and peoples. For this, it is necessary to curb the influence on t 3:3
sections of the media which even today continue to abuse freedoms in e
international dissemination of information, and for the.voices of democrtat_l;
and progressive forces campaigning for peace and social progress to attfgn
increasing prominence. This entails, in turn, building up .the mfohrm:i ::he
“@pacity of the progressively-orientated developing countries Whlc;l ae of
Moment cannot participate sufficiently in the international exchang
Information,

International Principles Are the Basis of the New Order

ry that all
ccordance
1 conduct

. ) L a
However, in orger for these objectives to be at_tamed, it is netcislsa
Participants in the international exchange of information ac

: : na
¥ith the universally accepted principles and norms of internatio
and relatjons,

ference
One of the resolutions adopted at the 21st UNESCO Gf?ﬂi?ﬁ;i sCl(:ild lown
held in Belgrade in 1980 expressly states that the basic pnncip
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in the UN Charter — namely, ban on use of force, equal sovereignty, nor-
interference, self-determination, peaceful settlernent of disputes, co-operation,
fidelity to treaties, must form the basis of 2 new world information order.
These principles form the general framework for the international activities
of the media. They represent the yardstick for the policy of states in the
information field in line with international law and form a starting point for
the concrete process of drawing up specific norms for the international ex-
change of information, a process embarked upon with the adoption of
UNESCO’s 1978 declaration on the media.

They must be seen within the framework of the aims and principles of the
UN Charter in their totality and indivisible unity, and taking into account
the political, economic and social conditions existing in any particular
society. Thus, in the case of the new world information order, it is not only
the right to freedom of expression laid down in Article 19 of the 1966
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights that is relevant. Equally
important are such rights as the right to education, cultural activity or parti-
cipation in public affairs, Guaranteeing the freedom of the press is of
absolutely no use for instance to an illiterate whose society denies him the
right to educatjon. Furthermore, the right to freedom of expression is in-
separably bound up with duties and corresponding responsibilities. Thus,
today one of the moral obligations of a state is to prevent war-mongering
propaganda, in the same way that the responsibilities of journalists include
writing for the cause of Peace and showing an active commitment to the
ending of the arms race and a switch to disarmament.

Numerous international bodies have repeatedly condemned propaganda
advocating the use of force and war, racism, apartheid, colonialism, neo-
colonialism and other breaches of international law. For example, according
to Article 4 of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Racial Discrimination of 1965 and in line with Article 20 of the 1966
International Convent on Civil and Political Rights, states are obliged to
forbid by law appeals to war and racialist propaganda. To too, we would
argue that deliberately false reports, slanders, smear campaigns, hostile
tendentiousness and subversive tampaigns which undermine international
security and are aimed against good-neighbourly relations between states,
must also pe regarded as contravening principles of international law.

Preserving sovereignty over national information in a situation where
intemati‘onal information and ommunication are constantly growing ifn
volume is one of the central issues in the establishing of a new world inform-

ation ordgr. From the principle of equal sovereignty the following rights
accrue 1o individual stateg:

to set up, develo
systems tailored ¢
to map out theijr
ities and to create
to utilize the med

P and organise their own independent information
0 national aims and interests:

own national information policy, to lay down prior-
a corresponding legal framework;
12 2s an instrument of national development, to help
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the formation, preservation and consolidation of a cul?urgl i‘den.tlty
and the education process, as well as to represent, free of dlscnmmat1on,
their legitimate interests and their outlooks, aims and values in the
i ional arena: o
I\:'Iitti:irrllattl%?en?"r:nlework of their legal system, to forbid the dissem'mauon
of information which represents a threat to intemationlal secur'lt'y and
jeopardizes their national sovereignty, their economic stability or
their cultural identity.

These rights derive from the right of peoples to self-determination. In the
view of tact that many developing countries still do not possess an z:jdequal:e
information system, the UN and UNESCO have repeatedly pointed to the
urgency of setting up such systems. The UNESCO lInternatlorllall Com'mlislS!(;n
for the Study of Communications Problems (Mabcle ide Commission) similarly
attaches major priority to the solving of this problem. _

The obliJgatiIZm toyrespect the sovereign rights of states in the field 3?
information is a principle aimed in the first instance at excluding the use .
the media to interfere in the affairs of other states and peoples. In any even ¢
in line with international law, states are bound to refraip 'from every k:r;d 0
interference and to outlaw every form of subversive ac.tmty emanating rii)r:
their temerity. This is expressly stated, for example, in the De‘:lar?tf;} irs
the Inadmissibility of Intervention and Interference in the Interng o ;n
of States adopted by an overwhelming majority on 3 December 19 h £
the 36th session of the UN General Assembly. This declares that states :l}‘l’e
the right and duty *to combat, within theit constitutior_lal prerogatives, te?
dissemination of false or distorted news which can be interpreted as inter
ference in the internal affairs of other states or as being harmful to thgo‘;_lr::
motion of peace. co-operation and friendly relations among states and tn'je legz.d

1t is extremely important for example to enusre, through preempti db
Provisions, that the introduction of direct satellite television, envisage! Z
CXperts in the second half of the eighties, is prevented from bectonillﬂgre
Source of international disputes merely because a few states choo;e lge agcl; o
generally binding norms. In this regard, the UN Committee on the for the

%3 of Quter Space has been working on an appropriate Convenﬁlogs
Past ten years, the adoption of which has so far been bloc!(ed by} ¥ .world

Comrades, having laid out the principles upon which th_ls new ns for
finromation order is premised we must ask what are the practical mea
SEUIng up the new order?

Practica} Ways to Achieve the New Order

We want ¢ suggest that today, there are three principal task's w::;;hp::
CIOSEIY related to each other: Firstly, all Democratic'. P eace-lo\'lﬂge and dis-
Bressive forces in the information field must be m"bi.hse‘-i for pea::v assumed
AMmamepy This is no longer just a statistical necessity; it has no
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the character of a universal commandment and a moral imperative, given
the real threat to peace and the looming possiblity of a final war that now
faces all of humanity. Secondly, the principles of a new world information
order must be implemented. Thirdly, increased support in the field of in-
formation must be extended to the developing countries.

UNESCO has played a particularly prominent role in this process over the
past few years. The 1978 declaration on the media, the 1979 report of the
MacBride Commission, and the foundation of the IPDC in 1980 have not
only created a world-wide awareness of the issues involved, but also represent
milestones in the eventual establishing of a new world information order.
These events have provided a major impulse. Thus, in 1983, to mark the fifth
anniversary of the media declaration, a world congress is to take place to
analyse the implementing of this document and Grenada intends to make a
contribution to this congress.

Comiades, the struggle for 2 new world information order spearheaded by
the world’s democratic forces and stoutly resisted by the transnational media
monopolists and mafia in the West must be seen within the context of the
developing international class struggle which has pathered momentum in
recent times with the successes of in particular the anti-colonialist and
nationai liberation forces in the Third World.

Imperialist Attempts to obstruct the New Order

This information battle has been characterised by three consecutive phases
on a world scale although in the Caribbean region elements of all three ar¢
taking place sitnultaneously.

In the beginning, imperialism attempted to shake the anti-imperialist
orientation of public opinion in the independent and liberated former
colonies by utilising its own media to penetrate the national information
arenas of those countries. However, these direct ‘experts’ of cultural and
informational imperialism did not bring the desired results in several of the
newly liberated territories.

So, imperialism then tried to erect all sorts of obstacles to the creation
of the independent national press, radio and television of the young states.
However, material assistance, from the developed progressive forces made it
possible to push ahead in this area although much progress in developing
media infrastructure in the Third World is still to come.

The third phase — the most dangerous, sophisticated and subtle phase was
then introduced to bolster the first two phases, under which the Western
press monopolies have set about attempting to control the information
services of the Third World from within by themselves occupying key
pos:t_ions or through influencing key but unpatriotic, reactionary and sell-
seeking nationals in management and editorial decision-making positions
to disseminate great quantities of their biased and distorted news, or through
bribing and/or manipulating journalists and their professional organisations
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and even through creating phantom organisations of journalists.

We Must Fight Back

Thus, it is necessary for the world’s democratic movement of journalists
1o organise a broad programme of multilateral assistance and co-operation to
journalist colleagues in the young states and to their journalists’ associations
in order that they may confront the assault of the imperialist press mafia
and more rapidly create and strengthen national information media serving
the cause of independence and progress.

This assistance and co-operation can be manifested by expanding the
varied contracts between the 10J and its national unions, by providing more
ictive assistance in the training of journalists and by raising their qualifica-
tions, through a permanent exchange of opinions on different levels, more
Intensive information work and the dissemination of scientific knowledge
3b0_ut journalism as well as socio-political and specialised progressive publi-
cations that will help to develop such co-operation.

Hence, the importance of exchanges of delegations and groups of jour-
nahst‘s, and joint participation in various journalists’ initiatives and in
Meetings on subjects of interests to journalists as a whole cannot possibly be
over emphasised, given the tremendous potential of such activites to the
development of g new world information order.
bringm:t::iis, having set out some of the .majc.)r princ.iples thgt are required‘to
formation l? new and honest dispersation in the international ﬂpw of in-
(rUthfu] pev aft wguld ensure both.authe.ntlc, n?levant: edl{catlonal aqd
workers. ] m.; t0r the people and full integrity andjob-satlsfactlor} for media
real al'ld,cruel \S.,, ) l;gfortungtg]y, now descend fr_on_1 these _heady helghts to the
Stifles and pg or UUPEIIE.lllSt, monopoly, mafia journalism that still engulfs,
Presses our region and the world.

Propagands Destabilisation

I .

‘d:tszgirsl;?i{:ge concept of propaganda destabilisation. Comrades, the word

a form of bets is not our word, neither is it a concept that bf’:]ongs to us or

le’dCOgraphy Olet‘L“f PI§Ctlsed by us. You woul‘d remember it is a part of the

€ir ex-direct ¢ United States C_en.tral Intelligence Agency, coined by one

Or our people hOrs. And yet now it is a-word that every Grenadian knows,

eVer since the f ave known exactly what it means on their pulses and nerves

ization ip 4 itls,rs.t dawn of our Revolution. They have experienced destabil-

politica] diplon, ltt.lmdlous,.wolent and {npst_ treacherous forms — economic,

ome a5 I:ulcha“d violent destabilisation — but its manifestation that

320t of nutryegs 2C1 2 part of our lives as a bowl of callaloo soup or the
I people = e reality of propaganda destabilisation,

Ple can tune into one of a dozen stations and hear reports, purpor-
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tedly about Grenada, but in truth about a fictional country that has never
existed. They can buy newspapers that print such blatant lies and disinform-
ation as to create the screenplay for the most fantastic and vulgar of Holly-
wood melodramas, notwithstanding the remarkable record ex-Hollywood
actors have sometimes scemed to demonstrate in that particular field of
endeavour. If they take with any degree of seriousness at all the extraordinary
barrage of reports in the regional and North American press about military
bases and activity here, then instead of the peaceful, verdant and productive
island on which they live, they would behold as their homeland a stark mili-
tarised zone of tar and concrete which would appear like an uneasy combination
of Pearl Harbour, Chelsea Barracks, Cape Kennedy, West Point and the Panama
Canal Zone - with fighter planes as numerous as our butterflies and nuclear
submarines in flotillas like shoals of sprats! In fact, the absurdity of the
propaganda caricature of Grenada has reached such a point of high farce and
gtucfllf levels of hallucination and absurdity as to have completely refuted
itself.

However, rejection of the lies of the media mafia is now easy for our
people in Grenada as we have set in motion in our country a profound level
of mass mobilisation and mass education — which we believe to be twin
aspects of the same process — that has made our people constantly vigilant
and concerned to unravel, understand and defend the fruth of events. We
have said before that we hold the truth itself to be revolutionary and we shall
stand_ firm by its side. Propaganda destabilisation and the systematic mari-
pulation of falsehood, as practised by journalists unworthy of the name and
media interests who have only corruption and decadence to defend, s
perhaps the most sophisticated form of lying that human society — or
perhaps it would be more accurate to say anti-human society — has ever
generated. We have witnessed examples of this grisly phenomenon over the
last few years in our continent, perpetrated and orchestrated by the CIA,
that would out-Goebbels Goebbels, that most monstrous purveyor of the lie.
But the unleashed force of an organised people, a conscious people, a vigilant
people, a united people, a people who are educating themselves and each
qther through their political process, a people who are stopping not only to
listen, but also to analyse, criticise and discuss everything in their country
from_ t‘he budget to calypsoes to public health to events in El Salvador,
Namibia or the Western Sahara, cannot be deceived or fooled so easily. They
stand as interpreters and protectors of the truth. In the same way that they
patrol and_ guard the beaches of our country from physical attack, they are
also guardians of the truth. In the same way that they are training themselves
to repel any mercenary or imperialist incursion, they are also, through an
accorppanymg process, training themselves to dispel the lies and slander
that insult the truth of thejr progress and distort their Revolution.

' But a_lthough imperialist propaganda destabilisation has out-lied and out-
hbe!led nse.lf and exposed its own rotting carcase in the process, honest and
dedxcate:d Journalists clearly have a huge responsibility and o,bligation to
hasten its final and inevitable self-destruction, for it has caused enormous
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and bloodsoaked damage throughout its rabid lifespan, and continues to do so
in its throes of death. In Grenada we have carefully analysed the extent of
its devastation in Chile and Jamaica through such newspapers as £l Mercurio
and the Daily Gleaner respectively, and knowing what was set loose there,
nothing the imperialist press can invent and say about us can ever give us any
surprises. We have read page after page of lies about us, ingeniously concocted
by the hirelings of some of the richest media merchants in the werld — about
us, whose population would only amount to heads counted in a smali North
American city! The Boston Globe, The Washington Post, The New York
Times, The Christian Science Monitor, The Miami Herald, The Wall Street
Journal, The Los Angeles Times, Newsweek, Time — why shquld they spend
so much time, labour and printer’s ink writing about our tiny nation and
composing more and more fantasy about our process’ .

In West Germany, shortly after our Revolution, Bunte Magazme‘told us
that we had a lightning-erected Soviet missile base, with warheads aimed at
neighbouring islands, perched somewhere like a fairy castle on the rugged
peaks around the Grand Etang which you would have passed w’hex} you
crossed over the central ridge of our island on your way from Pea.rls Alrpc?rt
to St George’s. Then, after a long, taxing and strenuous campaign to raise
money to pay for our New Internatonal Airport which will have one 9,0QO
runway, the British Broadcasting Corporation obligingly informs.us that in
fact we are putting down three runways, thus wishing thzgt exhausting process
on us again twice-over! Indeed, with the recent reports in the London Daily
Telegraph of yet another secret submarine base at Calivigny on our South-
East coast, you might be excused for blinking your eyes and for a moment
not believing you are in the National Conference Centre of Free Grenada
but on a Hollywood film studio watching the filming of one thc_)se qld Z-rated
movies that Ronald Reagan used to enjoy acting in so much in hls.young‘er
days. However, the extraordinary reality is, that while these fantastic stories
circulate unashamedly in the imperialist press, and make out our ‘beloved
island to be a sinister haven of international intrigue, our pe(_)ple stl_ll work
and produce in their gardens, factories and farms; our tourists enjoy ou:li:
beaches and waterfalls and go for rides in mini-mokes all over our island;
six hundred American medical students continue to apply themselves
seriously to their studies, and our people in thie busloads take Sundaydafter-
noon excursions, have picnics, collect shells thrgwn up by. tl_w dre ge atI
Hardy Bay and fly their kites with happiness and pride over their 1ntt:rna512il::]
airport project which they recognise correctly as the most important an

. . dertaken.
economic project that our country has ever un .
Comrades, we know that the CIA has direct access (O over 200 news

papers. We also know that it puts out its Bi- Weekly Pmpagamff %Wdf:f;;g
radio stations right through our continent. We know of t.f;' hpoint’
techniques it uses to control those conservative newspapers in aIvS] ; the
countries it needs to destabilize progressive governments. v k"?:ht (:: the
newspaper editors and owners concerned are promqtefi overnhl e of
Board of Directors of the Inter-American Press Association at the o
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this destabilizing process, for the sake of artificially boosting the prestige of
thgir rags. We have observed this clearly again in the case of £/ Mercurio in
Chile, and more recently, in the case of Oliver Clarke, the publisher of the
Jamaica Daily Gleaner. We have noted the way in which progressive type-
setters and designers on these target newspapers have been summarily dis-
mlsseq and replaced by misguided elements, who, by using word-association
techmqu_es, pictorial insinuation, emotive symbolism and the Juxtaposition
of negative images with photographs of progressive leaders, have attempted
to spread disorder, demoralisation, distrust and fear amongst the readership
of these journals.

We also know the editors of the largest and wealthiest newspapers in the
Caribbean were invited to Washington in May, 1981 by the United States
International Communications Agency (USICA), the propaganda arm of the
us SFate Department, for a crash course in these honourable professional
techmques, and how a few weeks later the ignoble concept of the Free Press
unde'r Imperialism was further dignified with identical front page editorials
pouring ridiculous but sordid lie after lie, comma for comma, full stop for
full stop on Grenada in the columns of the Gleaner, The Barbados Sunday
Sun, Fhe Barbados Advocate, the Trinidad CGuardian and the Trinidad Express.
In this we saw the clumsy and unethical hypocrisy and dishonesty practised
by the Caribbean proxies of the major US press goliaths. Their lack of deft-
ness shows that they still have a lot to learn from their USICA masters and
teachegs, and we can confidently expect a return seminar for a little remedial
education for Mr Gordon, Mr Clarke and their backward classmates.

USICA and IAPA: Enemies of Democratic J ournalism

P;rPhaps at this point it would be instructive for us to consider USICA and
the[[\j a little more closely._ USICA was born from its mother organisation,
t fl:ted States Information Agency (USIA). The Deputy Director of this
illustrious organisation, one Thomas €. Sorenson, said in the 1960s that:

The USI‘G_‘ is the psychological instrument of the US Government
0¥erﬁea5, Just as the State Department is the diplomatic instrument
of the Agency for International Development (USALID), the economic

f'lssxst'fmce instrument, and the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), the
inteiligence instrument.

(?::b?ss yon can see th‘is is quite a constellation, comrades! So let there be no
chiefs Fas t(;l.th‘e motives .of the USICA seminar for the Caribbean media-
- ~Or this “psychological instrument’ s openly waging war on the minds

?st tiillfl:a’ribgfzin and Latin American masses, taking many leaves from the

zenith o); scy:,?ct:sga’:?[ O"IP‘;'i’ChOIOgical Warfare. In what is perhaps the
» this enlightened do . o for all

Propaganda destabilizers, says quite b]untlyc:umem, required reading for
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PEACE . .. IS THE CONTINUATION OF WAR BY NON-MILITARY
MEANS

Psychological activities are those carried out in peace time, or in places
other than war theatres, in order to influence the feelings, attitudes and
foreign groups in a manner favourable to the achievement of the
policies of the United States.

And even though many of our Caribbean editors and newspaper owners
went running to their master’s voice in Washington bursting with enthusiasm,
it is important to remember that the ‘country team’ in any US Embassy will
contain not only military attaches, a CIA station chief, USAID heads and a
Peace Corps co-ordinator — but aiso the head of the local USICA mission, who
Is aiming his psychological arrows constantly at the political and economic
power structures, trade union leaders, opposition prospects, editors, broad-
casters, educators, community leaders and anyone else likely to serve his
ends.

USICA’s grim twin is IAPA, whom we met earlier as the kindly sponsor
of the destabilization blitz in Chile and Jamaica. This organisation, which
has a truly impressive record of orchestration of outright slander, lies and
scurrilous calumny was again the progeny of the US State Department from
whence all good and pure destabilizing instruments come. It was first formed
in 1926 as the First Pan-American Congress of Journalists, and seized in
1950 by the CIA after it had passed to the leadership of a group of indepen -
dent-minded journalists — a state of affairs, of course, intolerable to US
State structures. Since then it has single-mindediy dedicated itself ot a
crusade against truth, and has been decorated many times for its intrepid
attacks upon journalistic honesty and integrity.

Comrades, Grenada is a free area which is liberating itself from the false
Perspectives and distorting moulds of imperialism. Qur people are developing
the critical consciousness and powers of discrimination to detect propaganda
destabilization whenever and however it threatens them. It is a strange contra-
diction that the attempts at destabilization hurled against our country b}’
newspapers and radio are themselves steeling our people and sharpening their
Critical sense, making them more able and committed to identify, resist and
beat back the lies. Every slander thrown at us presents a mental manoeuvre
for our people, an exercise which strengthens their consciousness anc_i mind
muscles. In this sense, the propaganda destabilizers. are unwittingly dOIHdB our
people a favour, for they are creating within the minds of our people a deter-
mined mental militia which launches back a hundredfold of truth for every
single falsehood aimed at our country. Having lived through an ap?rte)qtlce‘:
ship of lies daily striking our shores, our people are building the ?lm(.’
resolution and truth which they are offering to the world. For d e;'e'r:f
Grenada, Jalsehood shall not pass, even though it is the daily bread of i
Perialism .

139




In Nobody’s Backyard
Democracy and the Caribbean Press

g?anr::iﬁes,t lln or.der to seriously (.:onsider democracy and the press, we need to
apparent] ; ;liﬁatlon in which the majority of Caribbean journalists
o fOllov.,)'/s ::1 y hemselves locked. The working journalist is a true producer.
merged truth unts the news, he hustles for stories, he uncovers the sub-
rged trut _Of events, he blasts open secrets and corruption with his investi-
gzt:ze d})}/ngmne_ Alongside his colleagues who produce and print the news
Sall::l er;’soieis tilrlletworker of news. And yet his product is not his. His work is
owner of hi}s,med?rms of 'hov~_f he contributes towards making profits for the
place like a Ouu('im’ ;‘"h“’h is a commodity to be bought or sold at a market
towards the tfuthn tho saltfish or a pile of mangoes. While he strikes out
and looks for wa ,s ; owner of his words and column counts up his dollars
forward towards tyh ? ﬂéahng more. .And if prostituting the truth is the way
So how then, docs the howest o
and despised act! ;Svt ﬁhonest journalist, whose work is alienated, relegated
our own cou,ntr .wlf a‘if seen some courageous resistance in relation to
hoods and Vitrioﬂ; : tt‘ﬂz} the ca]cu¥ate'd and co-ordinated swapping of false-
of the Caribbean P n l-b renada editorials launched through a corrupt section
cipled act of Protesrtef y the USICA, was met with a determined and prin
regional journalist y some of your Trinidadian colleagues, but many other
individual niches 5 \gould _prefer to work on in their own way, in their own
the pl'ess’ eVer; ;1}? Ct})}ntmge to lf“erpl'et that existence as ‘the freedom of
opinion i the ent Oug! t}_lell' stories are cut or warped, even though their
though they have :I'Prlse in which they work is counted for nothing, even
have 1o say in theo C}O‘n‘trol over t_heuf working conditions, even though they
just wage demand political dlfeCtIQn of their newspaper, even though their
opinions, even thon.fgharteh treat_e‘.i with the same scorn as their skills and
the clinking of glasses f-ne ;eqs"o“s affecting their newspaper are taken over
club. While the rray led with Chivas Regal Scotch at a luxurious country
of their real lives a}(;lllrnahst works with the peopie, searching out the truth
conditions bearin dn problems and writing stories seeking to expose the
machinate with t}%e fown on their own hope for progress, their employers
Inter-American Pres OX;eS of 'falSehood, the media-monsters of the CIA and
are completely and ?m soclation, the anti-people, anti-progress robots who
all reality and shape ;c{upub“ﬂy machiavellian in their appetite to distort
porations, In the moulds of the voracious multi-national cor-
These are .
Freedom, Wh;hzoicgc;sﬂ\:ho C]-am,l to have sanctified the principles of Press
puterised calumny of ‘t ¢ region’s editorials, who prefer to print the com-
words of the Caribbean op Pentagon officials’ to the real views and naked
Let us take for exampeloplﬁ' .
of this year. You would ll)mevt ¢ Trinidad Guardian of Wednesday, 3rd March
front page with the origi e seen the elegant headline emblazoned across the
REDS, where one Am‘glf_ial, well-chosen words, GRENADA BASE OPEN TO
rican Fred. (Fred. S. Hoffman), a journalist, quotes
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another American Fred. (Dr Fred. C. Ikle), a US Under-Sectetary of Defence,
with more unsubstantiated lies and slander about how our International
Airport is to become ‘an airbase available to the Soviet Union’. If the hard-
working Caribbean journalist or the bemused Caribbean reader begins to
scratch his head in bewilderment at where his own people, his own aspir-
ations, his own country begin to fit into this network of Freds and inter-
national scandal, it would not be unreasonable. His own land, his own issues,
his own problems have been leap-frogged, set aside and deemed irrelevant. His
voice is nothing, the screaming and shrieking of the US State Department is
clearly more important to the Trinidad Guardian than his Caribbean existence.
And yet this so-called ‘democratic press’ always seeking, as it 50 often tells
us, to present all sides of the story, in the case of the March 3rd article, as
indeed many other articles refused to print the letter of response sent by the
People’s Revolutionary Government two days later, and up till now, has not
even had the democratic manners to send back an acknowledgement.

We in Grenada were not surprised at these proceedings, neither have we
been surprised at the dozens of other similar outpourings of lies and garbage
which characterise the columns of the Trinidad Guardian or the Trinidad
Express. This is not to say that we are not also continually disgusted at the
growing intensity and desperation of these utterances, but we have made our
customary analysis of those who seek to defame us, and we understand their
motives, for we understand the real power behind these pages. These papers
which proudly boast their independence, in fact speak with the same voice
and the interests of the same class. Jointly, there are eighteen directors on the
boards of these two newspapers. Of the ten about whom information exists,
they have interlocking directorships in 47 other companies, including national.
regional and multi-national business corporations such as insurance and stock-
broking companies and several banks, pamely the Bank of Commerce, the
Royal Bank of Canada, Barclays and the locally-owned National Commercial.
Clearly, journalistic integrity and democratic aspirations do not go hand-in-
hand with such interests, and should the journalist of such enterprises wonder
who he is truly serving, the facts are there before him.

Is it surprising that such forces would attack, with so much bile and
bitterness, the advances of the Grenada Revolution? Is it surprising that the
knowledge of a proud and free people inan island just across the sea, who are
claiming their right to controf and direct their own destiny, build their own
economy and cast away tyranny into the furthese memory of history, should
provoke such passionate and maniacal fear among these paper barons? A poor
people gaining wealth through participation and organisation, a people casting
their own moulds, a people resolved to finish with mimicry and fear. No
wonder they are frightened, for the spectre that haunts their drunken nights,
the image which dances at the bottom of their Martini glasses, the shiver
that shakes their flesh in their air-conditioned offices is the vision of the free
people of Grenada building a new life on the ruins and wreckage _of the
system they uphold, and the terrible thought that the readers of their own
newspaper will one day, sooner than they fear, boldly take a paraliel road.
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This is why these newspapers, whilst printing millions of words of lies
about our process have printed nothing aobut our new revolutionary grass-
roots democracy here in Grenada, and why you will read pitifully few lines
about our mass organisations, our workers’ Parish Council, our Zonal Coun-
cils. And you will find next to nothing about these remarkable and vibrant
structures of our people’s power — our organs of popular democracy in other
newspapers up and down the region that are owned and managed by the same
parasitical cabal. Ken Gordon, for example, of the Trinidad Express, is also
4 transnational media magnate, with a part ownership in the St Lucian
Voice, the Barbados Nation, and the late, but not lamented Torchiight,
which he used as a base of slanderous and destabilizing operations here in
Grenada.

Because we do not fear the lies of the imperialists and their proxies, we
allow into our country every day their newspapers and magazines with all
their distortions against us. Any day on the streets and in the newspaper
shops of the country, you can buy the Twnidad Express, the Trinidad
Guardian, The Bomb, Challenge, Targer, the Barbados Advocate, Time ot
Newsweek magazine but every week, notwithstanding our best efforts, you
cannot buy on their streets our national newspaper The Free West Indian.
Yet, they are the ones who speak of press freedom.

I want to give you the benefit of some research done by our Media
Workers Association. They analysed the 19 month period from June 1980 to
December 1981; to be more concrete they did a content analysis of a section
of Caribbean press coverage during that period for the following newspapers;
Trinidad Guardian, Trinidad Express, Vincentian, Voice of St Lucia,
Dominica Chronicle, Barbados Advocate, Barbados Nation, and occasional
copies of the Jamaica Gleaner and the Trinidad Bomb newspapers. What this
analysis showed is that during this 19 month period, these papers carried
some 1,570 articles on Grenada during this period, which works out to an
average of nearly three articles per day. Some 60% of these were editorials
or other comment and the remaining 40% was ‘straight’ news. About 60%
of these articles were negative towards the Grenada Revolution being either
downright lies or subtle and not so subtle distortions, Furthermore, 95%
of the PRG’s rebuttals to many of these scandalous and libellous articles were
never published,

I? is clear that no other topic has attracted such vast coverage in this
section of the Caribbean Press over the last three years. And comrades will,
9f course, note that only some newspapers in a handful of islands are
included without reference to radio or television coverage and also that the
vast press and other media coverage in the rest of the Caribbean, Latin
America, Ifforth America and Western Europe is excluded altogether from
this analysis. There is no doubt that the Grenada Revolution has been very
profitable for the media magnates and saltfish mafia of the region.

So vyhat c;o we in Grenada raise in the place of the great democratic sham
of the imperialist press? Where do we seek the forms of our press democracy?
We uphold the freedom of the majority of the working people, who form
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the mass of our population, to express their views and their right to hav‘e
access to the mass media which serves their interests, which ref!ectls their
struggles and aspirations, their perceptions and opinio_ns. We vindicate a
media which is a too} to help organise our people, for without that constant
activity and participation there is no democracy, no collective strength. We
add that our media must inform our people honestly and seek to e'duc'ate
them, it must provide them with constructive criticism for the examn_latlon
of problems and the formulation of solutions, with the opp?rtunlty t'o
advance proposals and ideas that will help to form the gountry s domestic
and foreign policies. As such, it is crucial that the people’s tette.rs and com-
plaints are openly printed for public comment, and conyersely in the spirit
of the principles of Emulation, that the most outstanding of our workeirs
feceive appreciation and recognition through our newspapers, radio and tele-
vision. To implement these principles, there are nine regular l?ewsp'fxpers
published in Grenada, in place of the only one rag that was being printec
before the Revolution. And 2 new newspaper, Fedon, the voice of the People’s
Revolutionary Armed Forces is to begin publication in the next few da.ys.
Their owners are the masses and their mass organisations. Look and scan with
every means you have, comrades, you will find no Eiirectprs of foreign bjl\;lks
editing or managing The Free West Indian, Women's Voice, Flgh{, The New
Jewel, The Pioneers Voice, Cutlass, Fork, Media Wor{cers Voice, or the
Workers Voice. There is a newspaper serving all the major e]e_ments of ou}i
society: our youth, our women, our trade unioni§ts, and. our ghlldre}?, as wi.
as our national newspaper, The Free West Indian. which binds these co
stituent parts together.

Comrﬂdes, w% cannot tell you, neither would we presume to tell you, to
duplicate our experience here in Grenada, in your own countrles;iff)u; meglr::
of democratising your media will arise out of your own c(;m _110dﬂi;1 your
own struggles, your own definitions. But every mgh of groun gameult 3’ n
workplace is a liberated area for the entire Caribbean, every as.s:alon ofpthe
organised lying is a blow for truth which benf_:ﬁts every workmdg Pe;il oans
Caribbean, every defeat of the press barons in things great an s‘rin O
few steps forward for all our people. Words gre weapons, ané Grocads
interest of the Caribbean media are pointing them not only at us in ;

i new and
but at any oppressed or scrunting group that begin todstapd r}fe:‘:rbz;(:k w and
better life. Comrades, we must turn the words around, aim at the
- ’ Journalism of the despair an

exploiters and begin to free our Caribbean o advance. You are
tyranny which holds it in a vice, and permits no democra e o
the writers, you hold the weapons. You have th? power nd obliterate the
notions and structures of Press Freedom that will expo}:e aulin lass of the
terrible untruths that have made it, in the mouths of the ruling

press, the greatest and hollowest falsity of our age.
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Journalism and the Struggle for Peace

Slc;';‘:aigeg}] glltiils?jugh there_ may be differ?nces between us in some matters,
stand absolutel i pgrtlcular upon which, above all, 1 am certain that we
common commxt united. 1 am referring to the question of Peace, and the
Perhaps such anl ment that we share to make our region a zone of peace.
when the forces as%se;ltmn has even greater significance at this present time,
the hawke of the?J t edNorth Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATQ), led by
our Caribbean S nited States of America, are preparing once more to turn
time, Presidont ;{3& mto'an armed lake, Like an overgrown child at his bath-
his f';eet o betil[glanh%s about to drop into what he believes is his bathtub,
planes and cIo{:k\fr ES ips and aircraft carriers filled to the brim with plastic
military manoeuv or mgnnes. 1 speak, of course, of the soon to be realised
strike ot tegion res code-named Ocean Venture 82, which are shortly to
facts l;f,g;:g:-ﬁ; Eliu;lry rehearsals, so perilously close to our shores, and in
of Puerto Rico. onl ores of our comrades in Cuba and the occupied earth
the blasé. im e;ia(;n ydd;lmonstrate on'e more time the pioximity of war and
our regi(;n a::d Wai’; T‘}’lnf?e DO(flrlne—.like attitude of the United States to
around our Caribbeans.j ellmpumty with which their carriers of war float
that a shipload of Am $ only encouraged by those governments which say
to their foreign exch erican sailors in port bringing in thousands of dollars
that such mogne i ang}f‘:‘]usnﬁes their presence in our seas. Let us be clear
tituting our sist{;rss It]l(:t Ing more than the wages of war, the cost of pros
region, to militarise, it aenén flrlceqiry price paid to harass and threaten our
! C;m never be justified! In it into a potential theatre of war and as such
n P .
sacredth;;fiscs?:;etg ll:elst;:ll'll(:lal that our regional journalists accomplish their
developed into the rumbEI:‘ Prop agfmd‘StS of peace. Mere sabre-rattling has
missiles, and these are 1 hmg of aircraft carriers and the hissing of nuclear
our region while the ¢ noises we shall be hearing more and more in
seeks to preserve pegézsentdus warmongering continues. Any journalist that
decisive role and res and help to secure a future for humanity has 2
lords, keeping on th ep.‘:ms1.blhty here land now, that of monitoring the war
detailed and exaot ilr:ft:ul, never losing sight of them, constantly supplying
keeping continually vi .10rmat10n on their movements and violations, and
In oar own 1o ngo Igilant to their threats and provocations.
investigative power l:ly‘:gn};avefhad a particularly admirable example of such
Caribbean, Antigua and Be ot our journalists. For years in two islands of the
secretly developing and tarb_adOS, a transnational munitions company was
South African racist go esting a 181:.ha] artillery device on behalf of the
lob and explode a nugcl"ernmem, This giant howitzer was not only used to
phere, but also to shelleardwalrhead some five miles into the upper atmos
the abortive South Afric:;‘n i THur‘der.m_.r African comrades in Angola during
Angolans were fight; Tl Invasion into that sovereign state while the brave
1ghting their Second War of Liberation. The foul and clan-
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destine work of this transnational company, which operated under bogus
respectability as the Space Research Corporation, was unmasked by
courageous and outstanding journalists both in Barbados and Antigua. Their
probing work had important consequences, for it resulted in this poisonous
company being ejected from both islands. As such, it was a blow not only for
the preservation of peace in our region and an expulsion of the racist
scientists of death, but also a victory on behalf of the oppressed and
struggling people of South Africa, for every deprivation of weaponry the
Pretoria regime suffers, gives more hope and inspiration to the South African
liberation forces and brings their inevitable victory a step forward. It must be
emphasised that our quest for peace here in the Caribbean and the exposing
of warmongering and bellicose initiatives provoked by imperialism in our
own region by our own journalists, is not only good for our own dignity,
but as a global significance, for in the age of thermo-nuclear arms the threat
to peace even in a speck of the world like two very smal} istands barely seen
on a world map is a threat to peace for the entire world.

In this epoch, the eyes of the world are staring squarely at our region.
They see our Caribbean as a flashpoint, a trouble spot, with an intensity that
we have never experienced before. The struggle of our heroic neighbours,
first in Nicaragua and now in El Salvador and Guatemala, has made our
region the world’s focus, the target for international journalism. The future
of hurnanity is being fought out on our doorstep, and the need for accurate,
pro-human democratic and progressive journalism in such a scenario is unpre-
cedented in our region. The integrity of Caribbean journalism has never been
so necessary, so fundamental, so critical as it is now. The warmongers and
tyrants know well that the honest journalist, no mattet what his personal
tdeology may be, is an obvious and natural ally of the national liberation
movement. He is recording resistance to oppression, the struggle for bread
and justice, the hope and aspiration towards a better life. Whether it was
Herbert Matthews, an American, covering the struggle of Fidel and his
comrades in the Sierra Maestra, Wilfred Burchett’s reporting from Vietnam,
the dispatches and articles by Basil Davidson from the liberated zones of
Guinea-Bissau, Angola and Mozambique, or John Reed’s inspiring words from
revolutionary Russia in 1917, the journalist is the crucial li'nk between the
fighter for freedom and peace and the man or woman reading a newspaper
in any street in any city or village in any country. -

This is plainly why the ex-five-star general of the defeated US Army in
Vietnam, General Westmoreland, is now openly declaring that in any future
conflict involving the United States, the American and International press
must be restricted, and must not have open access to the ba_ttle zones. He
knows, perhaps better than anyone, how much American public opinion was
turned against the US Vietnamese adventure through the.d_ay-by—day report-
ing from the front line by newspaper, radio and television, and_how the
American people grew sickened, appalled and ashamed by the vile brutal
actions of their own soldiers, by the defoliation and chemical warfare. \\_’est~
moreland and others of Ais ilk understand only too well how American
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parents — many of them poor — were watching with increasing horror the
futile maiming and permanent destruction of their own sons on the television
screen while standing in their own living rooms, or how ordinary Americans
who talked glibly about the great American ideal sat transfixed as they
watched the newsreels showing the cold-blooded torture and executions of
young men who were supposed to be Viet Cong suspects. Clearly, after that
war, journalism could never be the same again, and nothing did more to
resolutely change American public opinion and put it against the war, despite
the continued frothings and splutterings of the warlords.

In the same way, in June 1979 in Nicaragua, when the American public
saw a news film of the arbitrary and merciless killings of an ABC corres-
pondent by one of Somoza's National Guard, there was a horrified and
incredulous outcry through America which quite clearly made it extremely
difficult for the US hawks to take the option they wanted of direct military
intervention in Nicaragua. This event was to prove very significant for the
eventual Sandinista victory. And we could compare a situation, as in
Nicaragua or El Salvador, where the press are able to cover the war, despite
the immense difficulties, to a situation where they cannot. In East Timor,
the FRETILIN soldiers of national liberation have been waging a six-year
war with irresponsible courage, against the Indonesian armed forces, who
invaded their country a week after it achieved its independence following
centuries of Portuguese Colonialism in 1976. East Timor, an enclave on an
island in South East Asia, has been sealed off from journalists by an air and
sea blockade, and receives scant publicity and iittle reporting. Consequently,
the just struggle of its people has never reccived the kind of international
solidarity of other struggles for peace and justice that have been more pro-
lifica‘lly covered by international journalism. The result is that a heroic people
continue a massive struggle in virtual isolation, and carry forward their drive
towards freedom under a serious disadvantage - a vacuum of press coverage.

So comrades, in this present period, when national liberation struggles and
the demands of the poor and working people dominate our region and much
of the world, it is the right and responsibility of the journalist of integrity t0
move 10 cover them, to report upon them, to photograph, film and record
them, to spread out the news of their people’s struggles from Namibia, from
El Salvador, from South Africa, from East Timor, from the Western Sahara,
from Palestine. For their cause and the cause of all oppressed and struggling
peoples march side by side with the cause of peace. There can be no tru¢
peace while the lives of these heroic people with justice on their side are
dommatgd by tyranny or circumscribed by oppression.

Our times are full and echoing with the insane talk of war. In the United
St-a_tes there is the attempt by the disciples of the monstrous industriak
f“{lﬁaf}’ ?OT?PIEJS to legitimise the concepts of ‘limited nuclear war’, the
First Strike option, the dangerous concept of ‘linkage’, the Reagan Doctrine
‘l’f total uncritical support for international outlaw regimes like Zionist
s:;:i:ta::dracmhkSouth Africa because they best represent the global expan-

warlike ambitions of the neutron warlords, and many journalists
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are falling into the fatal trap of favourably publicising, and thus giving
credence to this madness. Clearly, freedom-loving and peace-loving journal-
ists must take the firmest possible stand against such jockeying with the
future of our earth, our humanity and everything our people have ever
wrested from their history and everything we have ever built for our children.
On this fundamental question of peace, disarmament, detente and peaceful
co-existence, we must stand united and nothing must tear us apart, for over
and above everything else it stands as the most vital issue of our day, the first
issue and the last issue: the right to life itself, for any and all of our peoples.

Journalists Must Promote the Cause of Peace

Faced with this historic responsibility, how can progressive journalists
counter such vile propaganda designed to whip up fear and hysteria and
create an artificial and erroneous public opinion among the people of our
Americas? How can they exercise their responsibility to the ideas for peace
and disarmament shared by a growing majority of mankind?

We wish to suggest a number of ways that democratic and progressive
journalists using their pens and microphones can wage ideological struggle
against the forces of reaction, misinformation and mystification.

Tell your readers and your listeners that peaceful coexistence is a necessity,
indeed, that there is no alternative to world peace, that detente is advan-
tageous to all countries, that the right to live in peace is the most basic human
right, the guarantor of all other rights. .

Explain to your readers and your listeners that the objective of inter-
national relations should be disarmament, not arms races and show them how
the colossal amount of resources now being squandered on arms s_h(-)uld be
used to solve the great universal problems of hunger, poor health, illiteracy,
substandard housing, etc.

Expose to your readers and your listeners that the drift towards war ?nd
military intervention is not in the interest of the peoples of our Americas
but only serves the military-industrial-state complex’s greed for ever greater
profits from the manufacture and sale of weapons. )

Highlight in your news reports and commentares al] proposals f(_)r disarm-
ament, all disarmament conferences, the activities of the growing peace
movement around the world and the efforts to have the Caribbean declared
and recognised in practice as a Zone of Peace. N ) b I

Expose in your papers and on your radio and televu?mn stations the lies
against the Cuban Revolution, the Nicaraguan Revolution, the Surinamese
process, the Grenadian Revolution and the truth and reality of the reasons lic;r
the struggles of the oppressed peoples of El Salvador, Guatemala and else-

where,
We in Grenada believe that the peoples of the world have the fundamental

right to obtain an objective idea of reality with the help of clea;]apd P',e‘f"::
information and at the same time the right to freely express their opint
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through the mass media. Connected to that is our view that today’s journal-
ists have a great responsibility to help make information broadly accessible
to public opinion and to enable public opinion to directly participate in the
work of the mass media. This places on the journalist a responsibility to exer-
cise professional honesty, respect for human dignity and defence of dignity
and defence of universal human values and in this context we strongly
support the efforts of UNESCO, the I0J and the World Democratic journal-
ists movement to establish an international code of journalistic ethics based
on the following responsibilities and ethical standards:

1) The journalist is responsible for what he writes, publishes or broadcasts. '

2) The journalist has a duty to defend peace and non-recourses to force in
the resolving of international disputes.

3) The journalist has a responsibility to struggle against all forms of discrim-
ination and racial, social or religious intolerance. .

4) The journalist has 2 responsibility to minutely verify the information
commented on or intended for publication or broadcast.

5) That journalists who engage in publishing or breadcasting cheap sensation-
alism, vulgarity, pornography, lies, false information, hoaxes and scanqals
violate the lofty principles of professionalism, manipulate public opinion
by diverting its attention from the real and important issues and prostitute
themselves to reaction and its greed to make profits from such journalistic
abuses.

6) That the journalist has the duty to preserve the honour of his profession
and to maintain in relations with his colleagues a balance between the
spirit of healthy competition and professional solidarity.

And never for one moment be tempted to believe that to achieve such an
international code of ethics does not involve just as great a struggle as that
for a new world information order. Indeed, they are one and the same thing.

The Emperor Visits the Region

Comrades, before concluding I wish to take this opportunity to restate
Grenada’s views on the one news event which has surpassed all others 1n
recent times in the coverage it received from the Caribbean mass media —
President Reagan’s visit to our region last week.

The character of this visit and the inflammatory remarks made by
President Reagan constituted a fundamental insult to the people of Barbados.
the people of the Caribbean and the regional journalist community. _

Firstly, Reagan ignores Mr Michael Manley, opposition leader in Jamaica
during his one day visit there, then shortly after landing Barbados, on the
soil of a sister CARICOM nation, he launches a vehernent attack on Grenada,
another member of the Caribbean Community.

During his four-day stay he insultingly refused to drive in a car provided

i48

Turn the Words Around!

by the Barbadian people, or eat Barbadian food or accept' thelqualllfty of
Barbadian health care. This illustrious gentleman who fancies himself as af
20th Century Emperor not only takes with hi,m 4 rgyal entourage
hundreds of courtiers and minions armed even with thelr.own toilet paper
but also a battalion of swarming Western newsmen who enjoy free acces;_tl(;
all the places and events that the Emperor graces with i presen'ced v:h:eir
Barbadian and Caribbean journalists are harasged, bullied a,nd demef o
national and professional rights to cover the visit by Reagan's crew o
security goons. i is-
Thig ignsult, this imperial arrogance, this wanton and conte?pt}[?:)en c}::t
respect on the sovereign soil of our region, comrades, deserves t els fgour
condemnation from all democratic and independent minded peopie 0
Caribbean. : i i
And there are lessons that Caribbean journalistS_aHd Caribbean JO}? rar;zhts}r]rel
must glean from such experiences, for what we witnessed last week terests
characteristics of an insensitive millionaire who represents tl-]en’;n eople
of an imperialist ruling class whose so-called concern for the regioitsellizapaft
is crassly opportunistic. Caribbean journalism therefore cannot s s aganst
in some illusionary ivory tower of objectivity and not raise s vo cactices
this and similar abuses, insults and disrespectful land 1mpenalfls;u5 region.
against the independent, sovereign and freedom-loving Peo.pl-tla-o to side with
No! Indeed, Caribbean journalism has the duty apd responsnbll ity ol
exploited and oppressed masses of our region agamSt_m?nOPOg co]on -ElS our
For as long as there are social classes in our societies, an asd h %e nots
Tegion and the world is divided into rich and poor, havesf anctiox? outsidt;
prfivileged and under-privileged journalism cannot exist and fun
of these contradictions. i i
It cannot be independent of society, it cannot be uncommlt:’ed.;fl’"l;ﬁg;l
social problems because it would lose its purpose gnd cease v i:il}the forces
at all. On the contrary, only its close connection with society, w pstance and
of progress or the forces of backwardness do we find the su
Purpose of journalism’s existence.

Fight Concentration and Monopoly Ownership of the Media

ive and
It is clear that one of the major challenges that will confront l(’if(i’sgrtf:r;;nt
honest journalists in our region in the months 31“_* years -ahfal the region’s
task of demonopolising the Caribbean mass media, particu ﬁ Bl/ink ages. And
large newspapers with their myriad corporate and ideologic the workplaces
8rowing out of this effort will be the struggle to democratise 1 T % By
where journalists labour, i.e., to provide opportunities to partl foductivity
editorial and management decision-making processes, 0 ;eto!;hare in the
targets, to organise emulation and grievance commitiees an
Profits of the media enterprises.

: ion and monopol-
And it must be emphasised that this issue of concentration
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i;;}atlon of newspapers has relevance not only to Caribbean journalism but to
rme::ztern Jo(;m!ahsm in general..Permit me here to refer to the findings and

mmendations of a Canadian Parliamentary Commission that recentl
studied the state of the newspaper profession in Canada. '

As much cannot be said for the concept of press freedom as the
guarantee of.responsibility. In a one-newspaper town it means nothing
:xcccflfttthe right of a proprietor to do what he will with his own. In
freed;lmryoivhilt]has allowed papt_frs Fo be owned by a few conglomerates,
with (1€ Press means, in itself, only that enormous influence
Ofl rt;.lrponszbz_h!y' 15 conferred on a handful of people. For the heads
prinS:i;le oor‘g a?rllseat;"(r)::d to justify their position by appealing to the
honesty. om of the press is offensive to intellect and
tit TOda{i we are bombardgd by information that is far greater in quan-
Y, an m.ore complex in nature, than we can digest. To be even
querateiy informed, therefore, we depend increasingly on the services
of intermediaries who select and interpret for us.
pa;gg ?}?:rg;x;erally important gf tl-wse intermediaries are the news-
balanc.ed in thei and dl.ff’mlt °§llgat10n8, to be accurate and fair and
make reports zlfr Tep()rltmg, remain. The increasingly difficult task is {0
the necessary brei'(')tmp ex matters both accurate and interesting, with
give the truth b vity. To B0 blfJOW the facts to their significance, to
ing of the journyall'ntt’emretmg without distorting, is even more demand-
patience. To be \::S lls cllcnowlfzdge an.d understanding, perseverance and
breadth of mind tfl: one, journalism requires both penetration and
The Commissia east equf'il to those.of any other occupation.
fessional nature ofn ﬁm_phasue‘s :”hat it regards as the essentially pro-
or the lawyer fgr the journalist’s work. The professional — the doctor
the patient or’clien:xample - _Places his special skills at the service of
himself know what t. tg deal with problems which the layman does not
use his judgement to do about. ,The professional is in honour bound to
client. The layman(; © What is ‘best for the health or welfare of his
services: to select f, as a closely analogous need for the journalist’s
which is significant tmm the mass of available facts the information
that information in Oamost of Our newspaper’s readers and to present
he?Sible, interesting, andwl?::(la::::a:i  accurate, understanding, compre
n
SOCiet;}:eitd 52’ Sn(:;l]:reaalld;}c:n newspaper competition, and in a less complex
and should be seen at most journalists should think of themselves,
is equally natural t};ata Sthpract_lsmg a craft rather than a profession. It
and the role of the & adjustment of attitudes to a changed society
sad is that the orga monopoly newspaper should take time. What i
transition so Verygl (:usatlon of .the newspaper industry is making the
responsibilities. M ne Many JOlumallists are under-educated for their
ore are underpaid. Almost all lack the editorial leader-
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ship that would give them the understanding and the opportunity to
perform the service that a free society now requires of them.

The Davey Committee said 11 years ago that the newsrooms of most
Canadian newspapers were boneyards to broken dreams. Qur investi-
gations lead us to think that there are now fewer dreams to break.
Some of the cynicism is the deeper one of not having had dreams.
Journalist’s confidence in their publishers is thin or worse. They are
frustrated but, even more, confused. This malaise is, in the Commission’s
view, part of the price we pay for conglomerate ownership.

We certainly agree with these opinions and hasten to wish all success to
the cemocratic journalists of Canada in their attempts to break the strong-
hold of the corporate mafia in the media as they strive to develop an honest
and professional approach to the career of their choice.

All Success to the Conference

We in Grenada are humbled and greatly honoured at having been given the
opportunity to host a conference of such historic significance and we wish
the delegates and the organizers all success in their deliberations over the
next three days. We sincerely hope that this conference will initiate an on-
going process of dialogue and professional co-operation among the region’s
journalists.

Comrades, the 20th Century has been called the century of information.
Never before has information played such an important role as today because
today the mass media powerfully influence the minds and hearts of millions
of people thereby contributing greatly to the general regional and inter-

national climate and the forming of public opinion. -
All the greater, then, is the significance for the future well-being of our

peoples the questions of how and for what prupose are the mass media
operating and whether they serve the aims of peace, progress and truth or
whether they spread discord, distrust and lies among countries and peoples.
This problem clearly shows the broad scope of the responsibility thgt must
be assumed today, tomorrow and the days ahead by journalism, and journal-
ists in the Caribbean, Latin America and the world.

Again, in the name of our party, government and people, I welcome you
to our struggling but proud country. We trust that you will r-eceive the oppor-
tunity during your stay to see a hit of our country, experience the warmth
of our friendly and peace-loving people and discover the }ruth of our “?w
reality as our people struggle togetherin a united and determined way to build
a society free of all forms of exploitation and injustice. .

With the greatest of pleasure [ now declare this h?slo'rlc confefence f_or-
mally open and wish for all its participants peace, justice, 'ever-mcreasmg
consciousness and job-satisfaction and success in your collective endeavours

to hasten the day of the New World Information order.
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14. Fight Unemployment
Through Production!

Address to National Conference on
Unemployment, St. George’s, Grenada,
28 June 1982

At the beginning of this historic conference there are five brief points I
would like to make by way of introduction.

First, unemployment is not the fault nor is it the wish and desire of our
party, our government. In fact, as all comrades here know, we regard now and
always have regarded unemployment as being a disease, a curse, a blight and
a waste of very important and scarce human resources.

The second point is that unemployment for us in Grenada is a relatively
new experience for our people, an experience created by capitalism. The
Siboneys, the Caribs and the Arawaks, the first inhabitants of our soil, all
worked in those days because if you did not work you could not eat. Like-
wise, under slavery, one had to work under conditions of degrading, criminal
brutality and exploitation. One had to work under the whip.

It is only when slavery had ended and capitalism came around that we
bfzgan to see unemployment emerging in our country, and that came about
historically largely because agriculture was the mainstay of the economy and
the agricultural land was owned by a very small minority and all the rest of
the people had to find work on a few huge agricultural estates.

The third point is that our people have had a long tradition of working,
and working hard and working honourably. Qur people have been

accu]:tomecl to work and working in the best tradition of hard, dedicated
work.,

All of this can be seen in many different ways. We can see it certainly in

the fact that today when we look around at our own historic landscape and
we look at Fort Rupert and Fort Frederick, as we look at the tunnel, as we
look at the network of roads going around the hills of our country we know
that it was our forefathers who built all those things. It was their sweat, it
was their blood, it was their labour, their sacrifice which produced all of
those historic monuments and important networks of roads.

We can also see this evidence of hard work by our people in terms of the
work our people have done in several metropolitan centres, certainly London
aqd England as a whole, in Canada, in the United States, our people who have

untries have in fact done tremendous work and in the
our people who are responsible to a great extent for
ort and health systems in this country.

case of England it js
maintaining the transp
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The fourth brief point, comrades, is that there is more ur_}e}:}mp[oy_r:]ai;;tt
today in the capitalist world than in the past SO.yeafs. e‘caplf "
today is going through a major crisis and one of the major .51de effects o y is
crisis is this massive, unbelievable unemployment. It is estimated tl_lat to 231,
in the capitalist world, there are 25 million peop[ei out of \fvork ;n Ih{ta g
most heavily-developed capitalist countries. And it is also estllmatc; otf 1&; t g
the end of this year that figure will become 30 million people ou .
In other words, some 300 times the entire population of our country are c;iut
of work in the capitalist world, and as you [.(now comrades, lTpe;?hZ:
propaganda attempts to hide and distort this rea}1ty. They try to p1e ;:;116 !
there is no unemployment, or when they admit unemployment as 'ly
more and more foreed to do now, they say not only what they have a v;azé
said that unemployment is necessary, unavoidable and they hﬂ"le movtt;ona]
the ludicrous extent of trying to blame unemployment on the na
liberation struggles worldwide. ' o

These pec)}uglge try to blame their unemplqyment on what is hap{;:;erlillr:gt ;l!;
El Salvador, in Cuba, Nicaragua, Grenada, in Mozambique, Anfg,ol_,t h
Socialist World. That is the extent of the desperation that the capitalist wor
now has.

The fifth point, comrades, is that in Grenada we allow no C?:C\%TS::Q
we allow no secrecy, we allow no lies to fogl or my§t1fy oglr peoglf llnemploy-
before our people openly, as always admitting this pr(il em o are 1o
ment and pointing out that together as gove_ernment an PSOP e have this
find a solution to unemployment and that is why, comra heis’ ek of
historic conference today. That is why today, we cont{nuet Fs. :{ employ-
finding a mass solution for ending unemployment, trying to fig
ment through increasing production. ' N ) )

In settingg ourselves the huge task of solving our t?d}tlﬁgil arll-“i :n;:i:::;(:
unemployment problem we can allow ourselves no ran_‘lned %0 s
unemployment for us is a mass problem, we are dete;ml O ned hem
solution to it. The people themselves, in p-fmlculzfr ¢ }e; unem giies at. wil
selves, must be fuily involved and engaged in ﬁndmg}: e ive began this his
cure joblessness once and for all in our society. So when e ganisc an
toric process of tackling unemployment, our ﬁrStﬁgi(;lvihis e, This was
unemployiment census which started on Match 2 h this year ol in St
followed by a series of parish conferences on the 1ssud, I ot Georee's
Patrick’s, then St John’s and St Mark’s follovffed by St All;ler:n m this partici:
St David’s and finally Carriacou. In broaching the P]:O first steps of a long
patory way, we knew that we were only beginning the lfew ks, Demo.
process that could not be completed overnight, or in a o Revolution, do
cratic solutions, as we have learned repeate.dly durm(gj tdeemocratic govern-
not happen that way. As an honest revolutionary an loyed simply for the
ment we cannot give unproductive jobs to our yn}iﬂzss i)l/] the road and fill
sake of giving them jobs and then watch them dig hod S e oyt
them up again, and then declare that we have finishe e out &
Neither do we have the economic capacity nor the desi
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weekly dole or freeness to the unemployed. Comrades, we can only honestly
seek to solve unemployment by seeing it in the context of economic con-
Struction, of the drive for greater production — of the necessity to work
harder in order to build our country. So any solution that we create must
have the capacity of contributing to production, so that other jobs are
created, and conversely any productive drive we make must throw up more
and more possibilities of work for our people. In short, each job we create
must generate dozens more jobs. Comrades, unemployment is both your
concern and your problem as well as a national problem, so you especially
are the people to attend to its solution. In the same way that we embalrk'ed
upon an unprecedented democratic and participatory method in organising
and framing our national budget which became a true People’s Budget, we
are taking the same road, already blazed for us by our budget process, in
seeking to resolve the massive problem of unemployment. For we want a
people’s solution, a people’s remedy, a people’s cure that will come out
of the very guts and experience of our masses, and which wiil therefore
be a guarantee of its acceptability and succcess.

So this is why we are here today comrades, and this is why our process
has brought us to this point. For by the end of the day we shall arrive at 110
magic formula, let us be very clear about that. What today will serve to
achieve will be a pooling of ideas and information, 2 discovery of common
ground between us, an itemisation of the insights and genius that our peOEle
have for creative ideas to solve their problems; and a definition of the precise
nature and dimensions of the beast against which we are all fighting. Our
struggle is continuing today along the road of the process of solution, so we
must not think of today as a last act or finale. We are merely taking another
step, but it will be a giant step, a massive step because it is a step being taken
by all of us together, with our minds focused and clenched round the same
evil, and our wills collectively determined to finish with it forever in our
country.

Comrades, during the peried of 1970s our economy was unable to create
jobs for our people. The economy lacked the capacity as we exported our
primary products which resulted in no value added, and we imported finished
consumer products which only used up our foreign exchange.

To get the extra value and benefit, what was needed was to process our
primary products such as cocoa, nutmegs and coffee, and also to process our
fruits, vegetables and spices. However, the Gairy regime did not think of this,
they were not interested in changing the 400 years of misery our people had
suffered. First under slavery and then under capitalism the majority owned

nothing but their ability to work, and they were forced to work at a subsis-
tence wage,

Comrades, et us look at some of the figures of the labour force during the

period of the 1970s under the Gairy regime. In 1970, the estimated
unemployment was approaching 30% of the total work force. This was sO
despite the so-called boom in the economy during the 1960s,

Of course, as the Gairy dictatorship displayed its total incompetency in
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handling the economy, the situation worsened between 1970 and 1975 as
all production fell, and unemployment increased tremendously.

After March 13th, 1979

Thus by the time of the March 13th Revolution, nearly 50% of thﬁ w"ﬁ
work force could not find anything to do. The economy had not ¢ anlge )
much over the previous 400 years in terms of provu-img productive en:lp:nyd
ment for our people, This was even mo;e hdestructi\;(e)y?]l;notugel‘i"ome
oung people under 25, where the brunt of the unemp Tell.
Y \;}Eel; tEéepeople took power in 1979, the Pe_oplle’s Revolunonarya(ligveig:
ment pursued its previous objectives of diversifying the econ}?myreatiog of
cessing its primary products, while, always in our minds wasdt et'(\::e employ-
productive employment — not just any employment, but prohuc : o rI;]ent
ment — for our people. Qur first priority was to increase t e]:_r:lpou); first
of women, especially our young women who were the hardestkll ) the state
step in that direction was to decree equal pay for e:qu_al wor m.t brought
sector for all our women. This was not emPl_OYmef‘t mn itsell, blittilerrz Agnd
equality and justice to women by ending discrimination z;gamsbeen br;)ught
since then, on a progressive basis, more and more women a\:_ ort Project
into the work force. Today we have women workers at the 1r1‘)1 o in,
women tractor drivers, more women in the N_ational Commer,Cla m{acro:co-
the Fisheries Company, in the Agro-Industrial Plant, forming
Operatives, etc. -
Our other main priority was to provide jobs for the_r thousa:;d; oefn:r(;eTp
ployed youth. Here, we ensured that whenever new Jobs 1“:;(1 ltp was this
that the unemployed youth were among the first to b; p:m l;ayed in the
conscious policy that allowed thousands of. youth to E(:j ! aI:]d evitalised
International Airport project, on the roads, in the expﬂnhe with this, we
agricultural state farms, in fisheries and so on. "{oget e; Education and
émbarked on a nation-wide campaign in 1980,. our “Year oth to work co-
Production’ to create more jobs through getting our yct)uslosgan then was
operatively on the idle lands in our country. Qur gr;:i)I_OYMENT. This
‘IDLE LANDS + IDLE HANDS = AN END TO UNEh ¢ some 20 agricul-
campaign achieved reasonable success with the result 1 z: blished with the
tural co-operatives with almost 200 members were esta (NACDA) —
assistance of the National Co-operative Development Aii:fiies.
an agency established by the Revolution to promote go—o&ith a bang this year
And of course this programme of 1980 is continuing mmes, which we
with our Land Reform and Youth Employment ngtrfvin goa;ls of raising
confidently expect to make a major CO""ibu.tlon oo thusiasm of the 50-
production while providing more jobs. Certainly, the e? the new La Sagesse
0dd youth present at last Thursday’s formal opening 0doubt that the youth
Agricultural Training Centre leaves us in absolutely ntO through Production’,
of our country are ready to ‘Fight Unemploymen
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in the firm conviction that production is the only REAL SOLUTION.

The 1982 Unemployment Census

The Unemployment Census was conducted in April and May of this year and
aimed at identifying all the unemployed in the state. This is, all those who at
the time of the census had no jobs. It was also intended to identify part-
time workers, that is persons whe on average worked less than two days a
week and seasonal workers, that is those who worked for three consecutive
months within the calendar year.

The census identified 7,040 such persons, including 6,640 who were fully
unemployed, 229 part-time workers and 171 seasonal workers. The majority
of the total unemployed was found in St Andrew’s with 27%% followed by
St George’s with 27%, St Patrick’s had 15%, St David’s with 13% and the
other three parishes making up the other 17.5%.

The census also confirmed another point which was generally known:
that is that most of those unemployed are young people. About 64% of the
persons met in the census were between 16 and 25 years old. This percentage
got smaller as the age increased — only 18% of the total number of unem-
ployed, seasonal workers and part-time workers were between 26-35 years;
only 8% between 36 and 45 years and only 3% of the total were over 55
years. 52% of those actively seeking jobs are the 16-25 year olds, with 12%
not seeking jobs, probably because of the frustration experienced or which
they saw their colleagues experience. The other 36% of this age group, the
16-25 year olds, are either seasonal workers or part-time. Still, they also need
to find full-time jobs to ensure security and a better standard of living.

The greatest number of unemployed by far, were found to be females.
72% of 4781 persons were females, and coupled with the fact that most of
the unemployed are between the ages of 16 and 25, we see a real problem
that these young women of our society face.

The parish which registered the largest percentage of female unemployed,
happened to be Carriacou, where nearly 90% of the total number of unem-
ployed counted in Carriacou were female,

Comrades, the data also indicated that we are still trapped to some extent
within the socio-historical trap of sex discrimination, where men find it
easier to bet a job. Although the male/female ratio in the population is
roughly 1 to I, we found that generally the split between male and female in

the unemployed pool is 1 to 2, that is for every one man unemployed, two
women are unemployed.

The ratio between the sexes in relation to the nuber of persons seeking

jobs, suggest to us that for Every one man seeking a job, there are two
women. This is in line with the unemployment breakdown. However, when
We examine persons not seeking jobs, we see that there are three times as
many of our women as men who have given up the search. In terms of the
educational background of the unemployeds, seasonal workers and part-time
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workers, less than 2% had no education whatsoever. Over 7Q% of thel com-
rades have gone beyond class four and up to secondary education but ?lld };10{;
go to secondary schools. We came across 8% of these com'radefr» who ad
been to secondary schools — of course, we employ all our university traine
Cad\;?l:en consulted about which sector they would like to w_ork in, whether
state, private, co-operative or self-employed, the vast majority o{f CO"ST}?:S
preferred the state sector, and in all parishes between 68 and 78% sai y
would prefer to work in the state sector. ‘ .
TheIr)efore, although 42% of the comrades displayed an interest in atrerz:
which are not directly productive, such as services an_d commerce, ;ve musﬂds
mind comrades today that jobs can only be gr?ated if we ﬁrst0 prlo t'-;f:ng(; fter’
that is agricultural products, nectars, jams, juices, ﬁsh3 etc. On g eco;omic
such production can we talk about employing people in the other
sectors which are not directly productive.

A New Concept of Work

Comrades, we have already spoken of the curse and brutality ‘3:; ((’:; l:::’:;
and the class of parasites it served in the days_ before we graspe ountry. For
and unfurled the flag of freedom in every village acrgss qur ¢ ew c;ause
March 13th, 1979, as in so many things, gave us a new direction, 2 goon a5 we
2 new concept of work. For as soon as our land l:_)ecame our;, Ziv that work
had severed its beauty from the ugly grip of the dictator, we kn n alienated
itself would and must take on a new meaning for us. From bg? 1t;legir? an act of
act of hate and despair, work suddently had the promise 0 h hi e of joy.
love and fulfilment. From being drudgery it began to take t de Sfopur people
We began to see the extraordinary spectaclg of many hundrzrgot;m olantary
from every village in our land, coming out in happiness to p lly upon Sunday
and unpaid acts of work, in their own time and most usuah:d been clogged
Mmornings. We began to see drains and culverts .c]ear;? 1hE: roads repaired by
up by twenty-five years of sewerage and Gairyism. We s:’;l chopped down,
the collective work of neighbours, overhanging branc e:] of freedom. We
bridges built and walls decorated with the colours ar.ld wort}iemselves taking
saw the parents of our school children and the children f Education in
over their schools while their teachers discllS_Sf’d ﬂ_le fl}lln-"eh?mdreds during
Our country at the National Teachers’ Se":‘ma.r " ! ;Ht one week over a
January 1980, and we saw the parents contributing in t aw saw the House
million doliars’ worth of free labour, of truly free 1a]b0l1;- ne?ghbours of the
Repair Programme depending on the voluntary heli 00 ming alive again in
houseowners and getting it too. We saw the maroon® ¢

* Traditional voluntary act of collective wotk
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Grenada! A new attitude had developed towards work. Work changed its very
nature as the Revolution revealed its true meaning for us. For through our
voluntary community work brigades and all the sessions of collective work
that were carefully, or sometimes spontaneously organised, we were realising
a truth that was new to us — that work is a liberator, work is what unites
us, builds us, develops us and changes us. Without work we go nowhere, we
achieve nothing. When our work is against us, only serving others who exploit
and scorn us, we fall into despondency and frustration. But with work on
our side we build a new world, a world which will truly serve the workers of
the world. )

Comrades, perhaps I could make this point clearly and forcibly by quoting
to you the words ofaman who was with us in Grenada just a few weeks ago,
as a member of the delegation of President Samora Machel of Mozambique.
For travelling with this great man were other outstanding men with a whole
history of struggle and victory inside them. One such Mozambican leader,
who unfortunately we did not hear speak publicly as the visit was so short,
was Comiade Sergio Vieira, who travelled with the delegation as Minister of
Agriculture. This comrade is recognised in his own country as a prominent
poet and thinker, and he is the author of a particularly widely-read and
influential pamphlet setting out the ideas for the creation of new men and
women in his country Mozambique, with new, liberated mentalities, called
The New Man is a Process. In the following way, the people themselves are
creating their own future and constructing their own economy.

‘Work creates and liberates. Work is not punishment. When a person works
there should be some result to his work. Work can never be a game! Work
has to have a concrete result and have a social benefit. Work which has no
benefit is not work. It is a demoralizing action’. Comrades, there is much to
be learned in these words which is very relevant to our situation here in
Grenada. For here too, owr work must have a concrete result, and that con-
crete result must be more and more production, which itself will create more
and more jobs. That is why we are framing our slogan in this way: Work i
the mother of production, production producesfcreates/throws up work!
For we can allow ourselves no non-productive work, no joke work, n¢
disguised unempioyment - for our task too in tackling unemployment is to
unmask ther and tear away the disguise. Production is both the cause and
product of our work, and there can be no space for work which is merely
omamental or which stands on the sidelines of development like an interested
Spectator on the roads, watching the bands pass at Carnival,

Work, The Transformer

Why are we so concerned
evil, such a negative force j
and because we know t
because we know that if

about unemployment? Why do we see jt as such an
N our society? It is because we believe in the future
hat our people are builders of the future — and
we don’t work, then we can’t build. We are working

158

Fight Unemplovment Through Production!

for ourselves and each other in Grenada now, and m0s.£ importantly, Wt“,n:dr:
working for our children, all our children. So W"EPEIlEVE that %ve-iﬁ il !
Grenadian should enjoy that right and responsibility to be a Sl'te eans
constructor of that future, While a Grenadian remains unemplo_yft 1t m e
that he or she is denied the right to build thatl future, to part1c1pateir1!n -
construction of that planned and real civilisation that we arf(:j map:n gb ody
for our children and our children’s childr.e.n. We WOUl.d “fr’lt \s:ybeligve -
in our country that right and responsibility, which is ‘:]0}1’1 this long pro-
strongly in the right to work, and why we have to set ou dly say: ‘I am the
cess to ensure that every single one of our people can p.roud Yy Say- country
builder of Grenada. 1 am a part of that fuel that will rive ':nythat i
forward” For when we understand the nature of thiltcfgns‘ti);nd up as a
Revolution is bringing to our people, we see that the rig k. the right to be
working person, the right to achieve excellence in w(ir ) o Cunctuality,
emulated for that excellence, the right to be exemp ":I?;t thepRevolution
efficiency and productivity — all these are the new rights art of the great
has brought us with respect to work, rights thatl afe\ atp-bute to the new
treasute that is March 13th. And it is these rights which contn roudly demon-
notion of dignity and independence that our people are p
strating right across the land. .
Unegmpgll(l)yment therefore is an attack on.that dignity, T uction. which
tantly it is an attack on our resolve to achieve g_reat%r Em loyed woskers
will give us the true material basis for that dignity. Un n]:;facturing, less
mean less land under the plough, less processmgl, lesSb'S;y to buy those
exporting, and therefore less foreign exchange, essdi ree and vital spare
things we really need from abroad like tragtors, medi roloyment brings,
parts. And yet with all the loss in production that ;ne F;o educate their
we still have to feed the unemployed, to care fofkt errln ’one else they still
children, to hospitalise them when they are sick. .Ll y atigi ate in and take
need housing and recreation, and they must snllhpzf h ?n short, they are
the social wage that is there for all our people. A]tho gar; inevitably taking
not producers, they are still consumets, and SO_t ey be no fault of their
out more than they are putting in, although this may )
own. . e the matern
For work is a great transformer. Not only does woc{:nci};la?ﬁe GDR, like it
reality around us — like it created a new cﬂ.y m Dl:jt in doing this it trans-
is making concrete our dream at Point Salines — rious application to the
forms the human being himself, or herself. For the 51: t it brings, the sense of
tasks of work, the discipline and sense of -fu!ﬁlment t i\lv orld — all this in itself
pride and purpose of contributing to building afne“;son that must live in,
creates a new mentality and 2 new type of Pe e new society he is help-
contribute and bring his strengths to bear to that sam
ing to create.

but more impor-
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The Fruit of New Jobs

Comrades, we in Grenada are struggling to be part of that new world, and to
build it we must ensure that there is work for everybody, that nobody is
excluded. At the moment we are a long way from that situation, for between
21 and 22% of our people are still unemployed, which means that some
7,000 of our brothers and sisters are not being allowed to make their full
contribution. It is towards these Grenadians that we are resolving to reach
over the next two to three years, to ensure work for all, and thus push
up our productive capacity to create the possibilities of more and more
benefits and a greater social wage for all of us. For the solution to unemploy-
ment lies only in increased production. We still have over seven thousand
acres of idle and under-utilised land, and every two acres of this land can
create at least one new job in agriculture for our people. This will cause thf:
creation of a minimum of another three thousand, five hundred jobs in agri-
culture alone. Then we need to examine the prospects of the greater produc-
tion that cultivated lands will bring, and the fruit of more jobs that will grow
from that production, for example in the agro-industrial sector, with the
production of more mangoes, more guavas, more bananas, more soursops
more tamarinds to process. The boxing plants will need for workers for more
boxes for more bananas, the greater volume of fruit will need more transpott,
more trucks, more drivers, the docks will need more warehousemen, mf)fe
stevedores, more forklift truck operators. All in all, the rise in production
caused by the new jobs we create by putting more land under cultivation,
will take us towards a one-job-per-acre situation and in the case of bananas,
one and a half jobs per acre. If we include the further jobs created in all th;
sectors connected to and spinning off the production from the newly cult]'
vated land we get 7,000 acres creating over 7,000 new jobs! Comrades, this
is why we say again work is the mother of production, production produr:f?S/

creates/throws up work; and we can only fight and win the battle against
unemployment through greater production.

In addition to our agricultural
fishing fleet, and its greater effici
ment that we shall soon be receivi

thrust, we shall see the expansion of our
ency through the land-to-sea radio equip-
ng from our friends in the German Demo
cratic Republic. We shali also be encouraging the expansion of further light
industries, particularly in the area of garment-making. For we need to turt
resolutely towards new forms of work and new methods of production, in
order both to diversify our products and diversify our type of work. All
this will need new and requisite forms of education and training, something
We have already successfully started with our fishing school. For what we¢
have seen in the Fisheries sector is that our training facilities have developed

Fight Unemployment Through Praduction!

take fishing far more seriously. It icsl causing syr:efisiollgeel;r}r::? ;:r?dlole: I:t f‘:illir;g

in a more organised way and to combi : ' :
:)l-voe;ei[a]tives. For agspirit of co-operation and workmg.seno;lsl)‘; Zog;:;iu:;l ;E
a planned and organised way, will always cause 't}‘le crean?]n 0 rr‘ltarlisjt A
the dog-eat-dog, violent individualist competition of the capi o
production, which might have a few winngrs, but at thfe exgenscm oyed
losers, many victims. And the worst casualties are the \re]elftendunﬁshpout 0}_
those who are left behing in the race to dominate, crush and p

the way.

A Legacy of Discouragement

We would all know comrades, that in our country we h_ave 1?1h32teedn£?$a§:é
particular history many reasons and factors wmhh ?tictatorship that
unemployment. Conditions of work were so bad under t e‘n in lowly-paid
many workers actually preferred unemploym_‘*m wl St:?: g ut also through
jobs where they were expllited not only by their en}p Icl)y s;llary as dues to a
a situation whereby they paid a large proportion o t'led“hi own hotels, host
corrupt union, whose leader only used its funds to bui tssfor his inevitable
decadent parties at his Evening Palace anq lay up accou;ld fer. if one was
defeat and flight to the heart of imperialism! Who wou gme g;rdening, or
able, to drop out of such work, and perhaps fall back on zouid get? Also in
sewing or a little washing and ironing or whatever you of our people to
Grenada we have a legacy of unwillingt}ess among man)’o bad on many of
work the land. Again, conditions historically have tl)eeﬂt,sf” ed agriculture in
the private estates that our people have always l.der-]f'] lm now, however,
terms of that particular form of production, What is Slgmdmati-:m or’ganisation
is that the Revolution has introduced new form.s of prOh o h c,:o-operatives,
and management in working the land, in Part.1 cu la: t rz‘;fl collective, and
whereby organisations and ownership are participa or)é for each other. This
whereby the co-operators are working for themselves Zn many of our young
democratisation of agriculture has clearly attracte rantees to find the
people back to the land, and of course NACDA gu?t and continue, and
fesources to assist serious co-operative \fer}tlffes LO s:rieas
this is as true in the agricultural sector as it is in ot erhite C.ollaf in the dreams
In addition, colonialism continually floated the w ould escape from the
of our people, so that work was valued in how far you Coductive work in an
land, rather than how well you could work it. Non-pr ad and the pen far
office was seen as the ideal, with the desk, th‘; p%%ir a};d the fork — and
more worthy of respect and aspiration than the ise. The six sizes and
colonial education was based squarely on this prfg;lnpor.tam than our own
shapes of Henry the Eighth's wives became m(.)rel Miss Muffet sitting on a
size and shapes of our bananas or mangoes. mtf‘ sat on a wooden st
tuffet became more significant than the sister vgo:t _ The Golden Hind —
cracking nutmegs, and Sir Francis Drake’s pirate
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t?ok precedence over our schooners and fishing boats from Windward,
L’Esterre, Petit Martinique or Gouyave. This is why education for us now
must mean production too, and this is why we place so great a value upon
education, and why we have put the Centre of Popular Education at the
centre of our educational thrust to raise the cultural and skills levels of out
people. So that when the time for more specific work training comes, then
they can be more ready, more able and more receptive to commit themselves
to 1t.and. to succeed. This is also why we have resolved to integrate real pro-
duc.non into the curriculum of our schools, so that they cease to be centres
of irrelevant education that take our children’s heads out of their own land
and earth and send them chasing after Brooklyn, Toronto or London, but
instead become genuine production centres where all the growing brain power
of our youth and students is focused upon how to produce more for our
country — and thus how to find more work and prosperity for our people.

Production the Key

::e?\{e:’i i:lv‘f tl}?::ented an economy that doesn’t teach us to educate our
they force us towaa;e FOﬂﬁnffS and walls that we must break through, for
that if we don’t ro; § importing ratl}er_ than producing. But the reality 1
the time be on nﬂmt uz.;e then we can’t import, and so our emphasis must all
selves, what else can vf € can we grow ourselves, what else can we make our-
we consume oursely € process ourselve and how much of all these things can
economy such dail esi' r]jther than all those imported items that give our
countries’ products y licks .and blow.s. For while we depend upon other
less children Withou‘;ve e ke cast-asides and orphans in the world, mother
very dangerous for usour ; n P Oducnf)n- For dependency in any form 1§
When we import equi > and can JeOpafdlse any progress we may be making.
maintain and repai(rl itp;n ilmha."d machinery from abroad we must be able 10
have foreign equipmemn btt Is again shows the crucial need for training. TP
or technician from its c(? ained at great cost sitting idle untit a mechanic
sure sign of our d8pendeumry of origin can come and repair it, is another
only be changed by perm:Cy and underdevelopment, something which can
mastering of the scj Nent training, the acquisition of new skills and the
science and technology that we use on a daily basis.

Real Employment

Comrades, during our Peo

March we spoke about th Ple’s Budget process of January, February and

ployment, labour which ¢ need to eliminate what we call disguised unem-
wasted, which does not crf?:gv:ria] :’age Put Which is unproductive, which
And our cail was alth or contribute to development.

and zonal councils on :ﬁ:ﬁgnzn;liz It:)i‘?ople all over the land in the parsh
ading up to Budget Day.
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This disguised unemployment was and remains a major concern of our
people, because they recognise that the provision of unproductive jobs
through political patronage is part of the destructive and wasteful colonial
and neo-cotonial legacy inherited by the Revolution, designed to keep usina
state of permanent poverty.

Our people have correctly pointed out that some sectors of the public
service are over-loaded, that some of these workers could be better placed
somewhere else, that they should be re-deployed in a productive or a poten-
tially productive sector,

For it is our working people who have to pay the cost and carry the weight
of disguised unemployment in the same way that they have to support the
totally unemployed. Our disguised unemployed too, need to be freed from
the mockery of work they are presently engaged in, so that they can make a
real and genuine contribution to production and national development.

In three short vears, the Revolution has made it possible for thousands
of hitherto unemployed sisters and brothers to make such a patriotic con-
tribution because the Revolution has created countless job-generating projects.

Formerly unproductive workers in the Ministries of Construction a.nd
Health, who have been redeployed on roads and other new projects like
the Sandino block and tile making plant and the expanded telephone system,
also now have the opportunity to contribute meaningfully to the production
process.

In 1982 the forward movement to rid the economy of unemployment
continues. Despite critical problems, we have still been able to create jobs
in our economy and re-deploy people. For example in the Ministry of Health
we have created over seventy new jobs although the critical budgetary
problems have made it necessary to re-deploy people.

To give a concrete example of this redeployment into areas more PTOdPC'
tive, we can also use the Ministry of Health. The hospitals are now producing
food for themselves. For example, instead of laying off workers at Princess
Alice Hospital, in the month of May alone the hospital’s farms producgd 51'0
pounds of cabbages which not only made this hospital self-sufficient in
cabbages for May, but also allowed them to sell 180 pounds of cabbages to
the General Hospital.

The General Hospital itself is also producing — r¢
to produce, there are 100 banks of potatoes now, an
Produced 50 pounds of cucumbers, 8 pounds of lettuce, 25 pounds of sweet
pepper, 30 pounds of callaloo, 25 pounds of green peas among other products
;flat this hospital has produced, to preserve the jobs of workers and produce

Irectly.
. Richmond Hill and Princess Royal are also involved in agricultural produc-
tion to save money, and also more and more so t0 re-deploy those workers,
thus saving their jobs. .

Comrades, a tour around the country on any workin
@ startling sight that could convince even the scientist_s,
doubting Thomases. What is taking place today is that in

-deploying its workers
d during May they

g day would reveal
the critics and the
every parish in our
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land, involving hundreds of our people who were once jobless, is the most
widespread activity geared towards social and economic development that
our nation has ever known in its history. What vou can see on such a tour are
dozens of capital projects that have and will continue to create jobs for
masses, projects which cost hundreds of thousands and in some cases millions
of dollars. Let me give you a few examples,

So far this year over $3,660,000 has been spent on our international
airport, a project where 250 Grenadian workers find meaningful and produc-
tive employment,

Over 100 workers are now producing jams, jellies, nectars, pepper sauce and
other food products at our new Agro-Industrial Plant in True Blue.

In Corinth, St David’s and Bonaire, St Mark’s dozens of workers are
productively employed in the construction of two new primary schools.

With seven hotels and restaurants, the Grenada Resorts Corporation, a
production of the Revolution, today employs over 100 workers while our
new fishing fleet and fishing company has given employment to some 70
of our people.

In our sister isle of Carriacou over $1 million doilars is being spent in
bringing electricity to the entire island and $264,000 has been laid out
already this year for the continuing resurfacing of roads. In Petit Martinique a
new $ 2_4,000 health centre js going up, the Marketing and Importing Board
outset is expanding and an electrification project has just begun. All this,
of course, means new jobs have been created for the people of Carriacou and
Petit Martinigue.

But, ‘comrades, perhaps the most dramatic evidence of this stepped up
economic activity can be seen in our massive road construction and resurfac
Ing programme presently under way all over our country.

Under the auspices of the Ministry of Agriculture and the Productive
Farmers Union, 32 miles of feeder roads have been laid with cliff sub-base
since Jul'y, 1981 and another 20 mifes will be prepared before this $2 million
Project is completed. Here alone 240 jobs have been created and valuable
voluntary labour has been provided by patriotic farmers all over the country,
who understand what these fi

! eeder roads would mean for opening up new
lands to agricultura] production, pemne

But this is not the only feeder road pro; illion i ds

. \ project. In fact $7.5 million in fun
proy'xded by the.Canbbean Development Bank will go towards the C(J'mPh‘-'t,'3
pa\émsg of 15_545m11es.of fee_der roads in our agricultural parishes of St Andrew s
and St David’s. This Project currently employs 56 workers, while 60 more

have found employment on the $560.0 .
,000 Westerhall Redgat ct and the
$3fg)f,000 Davey Project Road in §; Patrick’s, rhall Redgate proje
ccurse, not to be forpotten i ; xt
year will link St G Botten is the huge Eastern Main Road that by ne

O1Be’s 0 Grenville with a beautiful new highway. Over
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the motor of our economy, and which is indicative of the Revolulic_m’s new
thrust to create employment. ! make mention of the La Sagesse Agncultural
Training Centre which opened last week, with 50 students who will learq a
wide range of agricultural sciences and ways of applying th_eory to practice
in the service of increased production. At the end of this training the§e
students will become workers in agricultural co-operatives and elsewhere in
agriculture, - '

Plans are also under way to open three more such training centres wluc.rh
will teach 200 additional students by the end of this year, and which \.wll
bring 500 acres of productive land under cultivation as part of the practical
application of the scientific skills acquired in the classroom. .

Comrades, there is no doubt that the revolution has crgated jobs, and not
just any job, but jobs that are directly productive, real jobs that proc!uze
goods and services, thousands of new jobs in tgree years. In fact, more jobs
than were created in the first 9 years of the 1970s.

By the beginning of 1981, tsl[le total number of unemployed had fall;n tc;
about 28% of the work force. Thus jobs had been found fo.r abc'au't ?2 at}(:
those previously unemployed along with others who were just ]ommgb e
labour force. So our successes in the field of employment havg ?‘:E
impressive and unprecedented in the history of Grenada and the Englis
speaking Caribbean.

A Democratic Solution to Unemployment

But we must never rest on our victories. We mlilst never grow complacent.
The relentless struggle against unemployment continues. )

So comrades, w%%at isg our way forward from here in the mighty t(f:tk I:zi‘:;
U — to remove unemployment from our country. We have starte : r:e and
which is democratic in nature, which will involve all of you j em-
thousands of other Grenadians. For in fighting and organising v erz:ndu?nass
ployment we shall be using centrally our democratic ﬂmc?:j, means of
Organisations. They are our problem-solving infrastructures an | basis for the
fMass consultation, and just as they provided the orgamsatlonamres through
making of our People’s Budget, so they shall form the struc believe that
which we shall finish with unemployment. This is because wig’s problems.
People’s participation is a must, is essential to solve the peopthods with no
If we attempted to solve unemployment by bureaucratic me thod would
Popular involvement, we are convinced not only thel? such lzm:d could not
be wrong and unacceptable to our people but_ that 'It wtmt rde ¥ the unemm-
work, because the maost important people in this entire ver} u - 1 the mass
Ployed themselves — would not be involved. So we are calling upl Women’s
Organisations, the National Youth Organisation, the, I:Ja.uoﬂtz be deeply

Banisation, the trade unions, the Productive !:armers bn'lonagainst unem-
and integrally a part of the vanguard in this national camg?,lg‘rtl must be yout
Ployment. Your members are involved in the problem. 501
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task and responsibility to contribute towards finding the solution. We see it
as your task primarily to help in the organisation of the unemployed, so that
they can find work themselves with the backing of the mass organisations.
We envisage that your members will seek to identify the possible areas of
projects alongside your unemployed brothers and sisters as well as helping
to mobilise support for projects already existing in their own villages or other
parts of their areas. In addition, the mass organisations must assist their
unemployed comrades in the formation of co-operatives, and lend their
organisational expertise and experience to those comrades interested in the
co-operative principle, but who are inexperienced in the actual day-to-day
organisation, administration and maintenance work necessary for the plan-
ning and efficient running of such structures. The mass organisations must be
firm and reliable means of support and infrastructure to the unemployed,
must be there at all times to lend comradely help to the comrades’ search for
work. In particular, and here the role of the trade unions is especially para-
mount, our mass organisations must continue to encourage the unemployed
comrades to gain as much education and training as they can obtain, as well
as stimulate their own educational and training schemes, in order to increase
the technical capacity of our unemployed to make them more usefid future
workers, as well as raising their general grasp of necessary agricultural and
industrial skills — so that when they begin to work they will already have

attributes and abilities that will make them more productive in the building
of our production and economy,

The Role of the Private Sector

The private sector, too, has a significant role to play in this great challenge

to finish with unemployment in our country. We hope and trust that they
al§o, along with the mass organisations and Trade Unions, will keenly com
tribute their long experience and practised expertise to this vital process for
our people and the future of all of us. At this stage in the development of our
economy, 1t is generally true to say that our private sector has, over the years
achieved greater skill levels in economic and managerial organisation than we
haye presently in our public sector. Clearly, the brothers and sisters in the
private SECtOI_ are veterans in this respect, and have a lot to teach us and give
us. They are In no way left out of our economic thrust and strategy, and ¢
see them taking a crucial and responsible role in our present battle against
unemployment, for we are on the same side. Within the ranks of the Privat¢
S.ect_or many too are practitioners and businessmen with sympathisers and
significant capabilities in raising and mobilising funds for schemes and invest-
ments that will create more jobs and thus create more production, and we
welcome them into the heart of our strategy to cure our country of jobless-
:e:s —ffor we are all doctor§ in this process. We can see, for example, in the
f'I oy Sament manufacturing, how great a contribution is being made 0
'ght unemployment by the private sector, for this particular industry 5
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highly labour-intensive and is providing many jobs for our people — par-
ticularly our sisters, for as we have seen, our women are the principal
sufferers from the disease of unemployment in our country. We feel strongly
that similar strides could also be made by the private sector in the area of
shoe-making, wood-working, furniture and food-processing — all of which
would both cut down on our import bills and provide jobs for many of our
people through direct production. So comrades from the private sector, we
are asking for your contributions and your advice and suggestions, for you
are and always have been, in the mainstream of creation in our country, and
we would certainly want this to continue.

The Parents of Progress

So these are the basic points 1 wanted to make to you this morning comrades.
As you continue in your crucial work, 1 am confirmed yet again in our
Grenadian belief in collective consultation, collective discussions, collective
wisdom which always emerges from assemblies such as these. For with so
Many proud, independent and free minds exchanging and combining, giving
and receiving, criticising and deciding, together and more together every day,
every week, every month, we are creating an intellectual and democratic
unity which will form the basis of all our social activities and progress. For
comrades, all of you are the parents of progress, the mothers and fathers of
national development, and as such you are making our economy not only
meiuctive but also reproductive. With your insights, ideas and collective
genus you will cause the birth of more jobs, more production, more wealth
and carry our country forward to more happiness and freedom for all our
people, whereby every Grenadian will be able to say: ‘Look, I have a job. 1
am z producer for my country. I am a builder of Grenada, I am a constructor
of a new land of courage, love, hope and productive achievement. [ am a part
of the new society we are ali trying to build.’

1&7




15. Heirs of Marryshow

Address on Marryshow Day, 7 November
1982, St. George’s, Grenada

The great Grenadian whom we are honouring today, in every sense of the
word can be described as a genuine original. Our dear and veteran comrade,
Cacademo Grant, who worked, organized and struggled side by side with this
man, once had this to say about him: ‘Marryshow was truly a great man, a
man you would like to be near. Those of you who didn’t live one day with
Marryshow,'then you didn’t live a satisfactory life.” Comrades, T. Albert
Marrysl'_low is physically with us no longer, but his inspiration and example is
something we must invoke every day of our lives, his undying commitment
a1:1d love for the people of his and our Caribbean must burn in us continually,
his presence must always be inside us and alongside us. In this way,
ren‘lembermg.our brother Cacademo’s words, we can at least begin to lead
;té;fla;ctory lives, — lives, like that of Marryshow, that give everything to our
Gr::galsa;h; I:"(‘)emf;{y and example of T.A. Marryshow so vital for us now in
was the. create Wft roughout the Caribbean region? it is because Marryshow
March 1300 9r?o a tradition, a set of principles and attitudes that since
’ 9 we have struggled to implement, consolidate and extend.
Matryshow, himself was also the inheritor of a great
aftl:etdhe lfarth of Fedon, a great revolutionary who fused
Of tyranny sweeping from the French masses in
é;ii:)éo“::g iﬁfht‘he great Haitian upsurge, with the fury of the rebel slave
conrage of Fed 8 own island by slavery and British colonialism. The huge
B €don and his comrades in 1 795 gave birth to Marryshow in 1887

note that almost 5 century divided them, and that

87 was in fact almost the mid-point in time between
our Revolution. So in every sense, comrades, he was

also a cont i .
Inuer, a link, a great bridge between two massive blows at im-

perialism.

. oney or property, his only inheri-
every Grenadian. Alones c:mg_ tradition of Fedon that runs in the blood of
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tonight. Apprenticed to a carpenter, he later shifted trades and became a
compositor and then a trainee printer. But Marryshow soon found that his
love for words and writing was uncontrollable, and as a teenager he turned to
the tool and weapon that was going to serve the Caribbean people and cause
them to marvel at him and admire him for the rest of his days — his pen.

The Man and His Pen

Here was a man of complete eloquence, whose power of speech was only
matched by his power with the written word. As he levelled his pen at them,
colonial administrators and governors who had sat behind the most expensive
desks in England and idled their way through Oxford and Cambridge uni-
versities through right of birth, quaked and trembled. And yet Mar.ryshow
had no university education, not even a secondary school education. He
learned to read and write without the benefit of electricity, he had no money
to buy books, he had no access to vast libraries, bookshops or museums. He
learned his brilliance from the streets of St George’s and the great hills an_d
forests of our beloved Grenada. He studied the hearts and hopes of his
people,

His first great influence was the man whose newspaper he began to work
for at the age of 17 years in 1904 — William Galway Donovan, t.he e_d1tor of
the Federalist and Grenada People. And what a fantastic combination thztt
was! Here was W.G. Donovan, half black Grenadian and inheritor of’ Fedon’s
mighty struggle, half Irishman, and inheritor of Wolfe Tone, of OQOnneH,
of the Fenians and the great Irish rebels and republicans, who like the
Caribbean people had spent centuries trying to free themsel\{es fror'n the
British colonjal stranglehold and who are still fighting, up Ul’ltl'l now! And
here was Donovan and his paper, which in its very title, was artlc;ulatlng the
great dream of Marryshow — a united, federal Caribbean, one Caribbean, one
Indivisible people. Again comrades, the more we look at our history, the more
We see the connections we have with the rest of the struggling people of the
Wworld, the more we realise our destiny remains integral with the fortunes of
the oppressed of the world. ) a

And Marryshow more than anyone before him realised this an’d expresse
this. By 1909, at the age of 22 he was editor of the 5t George’s C'hronfcle
and Grenada Gazette, and by 1915 he had helped found The West indion,
and stayed as editor of that pioneering journal for nearly 'twenty yeags,
headli“i“g on every single issue the slogan that was to be his watchworN ’
for the rest of his fighting life! THE WEST INDIES MUST BE _WESTINDL;m.l
And yet his unquestionable commitment to the Caribbean daq not make i
Smply a regionalist, In 1917, he wrote a ferocious and historic attackon t c:
racist state of South Africa, in his Cycles of Civilisation. And never fgrge
that at this time there was no world-wide movement against Apartheid, “::
United Nations, no great cluster of independent African States to suppcl>li '

M. The man he was attacking, General Jan Smuts, one of the early arc
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tects of the emerging Apartheid state, was seen by the ruling class of the
British Empire as an important ally, and bastion of the Empire, and Marry-
show’s great defence of the African people came in the middle of the 1914-
18 imperialist war, when millions upon millions of people from all over the
world were uselessly dying.

Such words from an impertinent, unknown black man in an outpost of
the empire would have been seen as treason. And yet none of this deterred
Marryshow, man of Grenada, man of the Caribbean, man of the rising world,
from his defence of justice and truth, and his undaunted assault on all things
racist, oppressive and inhuman. In fact, in 1917, when the pillars of the
ancient order were being torn down in Soviet Russia and when Lenin was
directing the Russian masses to storm the palaces of the Tzar, T.A. Marryshow
was sitting writing words in a small island in the Eastern Caribbean, a for-
gotten and remote part of the British Empire. And the words pouring out
from the great Grenadian’s pen read like an extraordinary prophecy of what
has happened in Ghana, in Mozambique, in Angola, in Guinea Bissau, in
Libya, Zimbabwe, in Cuba and Grenada and what will storm through South
Africa and Namibia in the months and years that are approaching.

Here are his words written in 1917 after he had heard and read about the
great events taking place in Russia in 1917, a revolution which took place
exactly 30 years after Marryshow’s.own birth:

Africal it is Africa’s direct turn. Sons of New Ethiopia scattered all
over the world, should determine that there should be new systems of
the distributions of opportunities, privileges and rights, so that Africa
shall rid herself of many of the murderous highwaymen of Europe wio
have plundered her, raped her and left her hungry and naked in the
broad light of the boasted European civilisation. Africa would then be

free ag.ain to rise her head among the races of the earth and enrich
humanity as she has done before . . .

Comrades, thus spoke Grenada in 1917. Thus speaks Grenada in 1982.

Man of the Caribbean, Man of the World

T.A. Marryshow never forgot the rest of the world as he spent his life

struggling for a united Caribbean In his own words, he was an enemy of the
old style bramble politics, or as he calle ‘parish pump politics’, and his
E:tllg);rochmhsm Was manifested in his ceaseless struggles to unite the
pa Iy} ad:an, cu!turally ,and politically. As founder and President of the

renada Working Men's Association formed in 1911, he became a prominent

f\:fl:rfnsi:lru?::ibtb?n Labour Organisations, and his evergy and commitment
ntal in settin ; ident
of this body in 1946 B up the Caribbean Labour Congress. As presiden

he persuaded it to take a su i d on the
. | pportive stand 0
Federation. In every forum in which he participated he condemned the
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political tribalism that put territory against territory and one section of
working people against another. It made no sense to him, he saw it as
reactionary and foolish — his whole life was dedicated to unifying and
bringing together all of his pcople. who had been scattered and separated by
the interests of British imperialism.

In 1921 he travelled to London. using his own money and under his own
initiative. He sought out the colonial office. marched in with all the dignity
and independence that marked his entire character. and brought his
eloguence to bear on the men behind the desks at the hub of Empire. At that
time, the legislative councils of the Caribbean islands — with the exception
of Barbados and Jamaica - had no elecred members, and were all appointed
by the British governor. Marryshow spoke not only for Grenada, not only
ft?r his own island but for the entire unfranchised Caribbean. As a result of
his reasoning and argumentation. achieved without pleading or begging, the
Wood Commission came to the Caribbean, and as a direct consequence of
Marryshow’s mission, a measure of representative government was achieved
not only for Grenada, but also for the other Windward islands, the Leewards
and Trinidad.

And it is important to remember, as Book 1 of our locally written CPE
Adult Education Reader reminds us, that this historic victory of representative
government for our region camte as a direct result of dozens of years of
truggles by T.A, Marryshow dating back to his formation in 1917 of the
Grenada Representative Government Association.
thalflafﬂ;reation of a representative section of the legislative cquncii meant
in that. . Ma”YShO“f became .th.e elected member‘ for St George s_anq stayed
o 19588?-;11 for 33 tireless, brilliant and self-sacrificing years, until hl; death
and 'v. ehhad struck a great blow for dechracy throughout the Caribbean,
throilnen the people a foot in the door of freedom. a door. which was to be
of COUI:PEthU“y on March 13th, 1979 by the struggles of our people. But
cretiy gt e‘emphasm nf his public and pglitical life was i?irml‘y upon
of FEggRirTucture of regional unity, which found expression in his vision
intograte 5 1 {ON. It was a 'noble, demacratic vision which sought to re-
Mainlan F1v1ded people to bind our islands toge‘lher in one fraten_lal, united
regional ] trom‘ 192_9 when he attended the first regional conference on
Oﬂferencr; ﬁ'g;atmn in Barbados, through the years until the West Indies
ontego Bao the Carlbbean Commission in St Kitts in 1946 and the
€ Was ink ¥ Cl?nference in 1947, Marryshow personified Caribbean onepes§,
In 1953 hemse the symboland dynamo of unity, the ‘Father of Federation’.
an iﬂteéral ;M’;S the advisor to the Federal Conference in London, and played
957, Iy 19;]88 in the Planning Confex.'ence for Fedgrathn m.Jan::alca in
ecame 5 polit" Vlv'hEH ‘What had bf:en just a compelling lfiea in hls,bram
federa] ge il reality and he himself became one of his country’s two
nators to the Federal Parliament, he could only utter the unforget-

table ey .
ﬂugustwb(ggs ~ “This is my dream come true. Today, | am member of that
Y that 1 dreamed into existence.’
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Mflrryshow died in the same year, 1958, and over his bones grew division,
faintheartedness and a withdrawal to insularity. Suddenly there was no
Marryshow to heal these wounds and bind the parts of the whole together
once more. And so, comrades, we have to continue his unfinished work, to
bring together again everything that was lost. That is not a mere sentimental
or nostalgic gesture for us in Grenada, it is 2 part of our blood, ours mixed
with Fedon’s, mixed with Butler’s, mixed with Marryshow’s. It is a part of
the responsibility of the tradition handed down to us, part of the task passed
to us from the giants of our history who have laid the foundations for us and
our progress.

For when we consider Marryshow, we see an extraordinary man who grew
from the 'ordinary earth that we all share. In a way, we can see him as the
most ordinary of men who grew from the most ordinary of backgrounds.
And yet this working class boy of St George’s became the greatest journalist
and prose stylist of his age, became the founder of our country’s first labour
movement, became in himself the standard of honesty, integrity and truth.
Qne OF the. greatest singers of his generation, the mighty Paul Robeson, told
him his veice was one of the most magnificent he had ever heard; that he
should become a professional singer. His poetry was compared to that of the
great black American, Paul Lawrence Dunbar. He was a sportsman, a humour-
ist, a democrat and a struggler for human progress: and perhaps the nearest
to z;{ complete human being that our region has ever produced.
miseehi‘:asn%zt. (;nly a firm anti-colonialist, he also firmly refused to compro-
him inmpthe g) ZS ;egardless of thf{ consequences, a quality which always got
British never au dOO!Cs of the British colonialists. In fact, up to 1921, the
radical.” And \Ezaf . 2;5 name but only referred to him as ‘this dan.ger_otils
contim_led right throughclii:?irgfhmem that was! This strong kind of principi¢
stn?ggl;{;ni'}tnl’il:h]ate 194~OS the 0010“1'31. system was challenged by a worldwide
League of N:;ltic:c am}iaigned for placing all colonies under the rule of the
fore elaborated . (hater to become the United Nations). The British there-
that they wanteg :‘C eme to get the West Indian colonies to say to the U
In pursuance of thio rémain with Britain instead of obtaining independence.
t0 go to The Ha ues _tH;:ikery and deception, the British requested Marryshow
Marryshow Withg hi In Holland to read such a statement for them. Of course,
colonialism, blunt] : fc istomary courage and uncompromising attitude t0
Security C;mm“ )tf 0retlxsed, and so it fell to Grentley Adams to go before t_he
cou:’tlgies wanted to sta;ry asl::)ol?:it:. out the Bridish case that West Indiat
and as :: ;‘;m;:dt&:l;slga rfgsuring and rememberir}g him yet again tonight
bring us at this present €ry year, what does his message from the past

plesent moment, how fs he speaking to us now? He is demot-
t we, as Grenadians and Caribbean
to emulate. If we pause and examine ourselves and OUf
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Revolution by the Marryshow standard, we can, of course, find many places
where we have fallen short, but we can also find other places where we are
proud to have touched him. We know he would have approved of our declar-
ation in the early hours of March 13th, 1979 that our Revolution, ‘is for
work, for food, for decent housing and health services, and for a bright future
for our children and grandchildren.” He devoted his own life to those things,
and we were merely carrying on his concerns and those of Fedon and Butler.
We felt his closeness on July 14 and 15 of 1979 when we hosted the Grenada
Summit and conferred with the Prime Ministers of St Lucia and Dominica.
His same spirit of Caribbean solidarity was present at that meeting, when all
three Prime Ministers spoke of the creation of one, united Caribbean, and
when it was decided that travel restrictions between our islands would be
eased, and in the future between our shores, passports would be irrelevances.
T.A. Marryshow was with us when we signed the Declaration of St George’s,
telling the region that we would erase the traces of colonialism in our
countries and move forward together in a non-aligned policy towards peace
and progress. And his spirit travetled with us to Lusaka in Zambia a month
fater. Following his example of a rejection of parochialism and _national
selfishness, we spoke not only for ourselves, but also for Zimbabwe’s indepen-
dence and for all small island states, not only in the Caribbean, but through-
out the Commonwealth, the istands of the Pacific, the Atlantic, the Indian
Ocean and any other small national territory like ourselves which had been
set apart by both geography and imperialism. We asked that there should be
more assistance for states like ours from the bigger and richer Commonwealth
countries to give us free access to their markets, that they offer us greater
financial help with less debt traps, that they create a Basic Needs Fupd for
the small island states, that they help us to be more self-sufficient in our
energy supplies, and less dependent upon their oil by giving us the technical
assistance to help us discover our own enérgy sources.

Not Only For Ourselves

Comrades, we spoke not only of Grenada and for Grenada._We yamed
nothing for ourselves that our neighbours and brothers and sisters in the
neighbouring islands couldnt enjoy too. We have never said that only
Grenada matters because for us that would be impossible as the _hclrs of
Marryshow, Fedon and Butler. We have always be}ieved and still believe ::la;
what is good for us is also good for the entire Caribbean, although we w.
never force our view on our sister islands. But, we know, we all suffc{ ffmn
the same underdevelopment, the same 5cars of co!omnhsm.
the same trade imbalance, the same exploitation by the transnational cor-
porations that try to suck us dry. And s(; :hz‘l v_u:bl:‘b:ur to find for ous-
selves, we shall labour to find for the rest of the L.an .

And the ztl’act is that three years after the Lusaka Conference ;ht:n mighty
presence of Marryshow still accompanies us when we travel aroun world
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to seek assistance, co-operation and friends and allies, who will help us
without trying to dictate to us. When Comrade Coard was in London last
month at the Commonwealth Finance Ministers’ Conference, we saw the
same pattern, the same insistence that Grenada fights for the entire Caribbean,
that we saw with Marryshow's lone journey to London in 1921. There we
spoke out for all smail island states in the manner of Marryshow. We
proposed that the Commonwealth appoint a panel of experts to conduct a
special survey of the problems of small island states, recognising that over
half of the nations of the Commonwealth fall inside this category - including
Grenada, St Lucia, Barbados, the Seychelles, Tonga, Kiribati, Ascension
l§land, Bermuda, the Bahamas, Montserrat and St Vincent. Comrade Coard,
like Marryshow of old, was fighting for all these countries, battling to secure
more favourable repayment periods from the International Monetary Fund in
Toronto a few days later, fighting to improve the situation of our small
fan'flers and their counterparts right through our Caribbean, Marryshow’s
Caribbean.

T.A. Marryshow was with us too comrades, when we were in Paris & few
weeks ago, inspiring us in our conversations with President Mitterand of
France. We could feel his joy when the generosity the French government
Wwas expressed in substantial aid from their Fund For Aid and Co-operation,
secured not only for us, but for six of our closest neighbours too. This was
tht_% first time ever this fund had reached out towards the Eastern Caribbean,
being normally directed to former French colonies and the Portuguese-

speaking nations of Africa. As this month’s Caribbean Contact declares and
acknowledges:

Several million dollars’ worth of economic aid will start trickling into
the Easte:rn. Caribbean early next year as part of the effort by France’s
new Socialist government to step up its aid to the Third World. This
bonanza will he largely thanks to Grenadal

theﬁgﬁ:’:hiﬁﬂgazﬁg not only thanks to the Grenada of today but thanks to
love for the Caribb] on, for we are simply carrying on his work, his sustaining
a man of magnific e::n — and not by words alone, for indeed Marryshow was
a real Concrgertlza e? words, but every word was matched with a deed, with
it ;motional action. He did not simply compose elegant sentences and
lessly for it tra\?e?frgs to Caribbean unity. He lived that unity, worked tire
if only tem;)oran:l € hoceans and coptinents to bring it nearer and finally,
rades, our traditioy’ ¢ elped Lo bring it about. That is our way too com-
tinue,and ! n, our commitment. And that is what we pledge to con-
consolidate on this day, the day when we remember Marryshow.

Unite or Perish

Comrades, i .
> like Marryshow, we fecognise the strength and necessity of
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workers’ organisations and have promoted their regeneration and
re-invigoration by scrapping all the dictator’s anti-trade union laws and giving
the choice to all workers to join which trade union they please.

And Marryshow was also a great housebuilder. Next time you walk along
the Carenage look at those houses next to the Empire Cinema. And next
time you walk along Tyrrel Street watch the houses opposite the University
of the West Indies centre — they are the houses that Marryshow built,
workers’ houses, and for just three dollars a month for twelve years, the
houses were theirs!

Think what Marryshow would have done with our Sandino Plant, with
our pre-fabricated houses from the government of Venezuela, with the no-
interest loans of our House Repair Programme! We built them in the spirit
of Marryshow. He promoted sports for all, like the Revolution does and he
built parks, He was cheering with us in Tanteen when our Netball sisters
played like lionesses this August, and he will be singing with our National
Perfonning Company as they tour the USA right now and during the next
month and he will undoubtedly soon be laying the bricks of our House
of Culture,

And because he loved beauty, culture and sport, Marryshow was a man
of peace. He knew that peace is the ideal of every working person. He was
with Comrade Louison in La Paz, Bolivia, at the OAS conference when we
first put forward our determination that the Caribbean shall be, and must ‘be,
4 Zone of peace, when we articulated the principle of ideological pluralism
and friendship and co-operation between all nations of the Caribbean and -of
the wider world. He would have understood our concept of the widerf (_,‘anb-
bean, that languages and national boundaries and the different identities of
the ex-colonial powers must never be factors that separate the one people of
the Caribbean Basin, whether they are from the Bahamas or Suriname or
Jamaica, from Mexico. Panama, Nicaragua or El Salvador, from Curacao,
Haiti or Cuba, from Guatemala or Grenada — one people, one history, one
Caribbean nation!

Tonight we remember comrades, what Marryshow’s mentor, W.G. Donovan
inscribed upon his newspaper, something that reached right through ‘Marry-
show and came directly to our Revolution, the remarkable words — Better
4 naked freeman, than a gilded slave.” Tonight as we remember these words,
e also remember that just as we do not interfere in the interr_:al affairs of
other nations, so we will accept no bullying, no intimidation, no interference,
no bribery, no blackmail or whitemail from any persen or goverqment. We
are certain that if Marryshow and Donovan could look around Fhls meeting
tonight apgd through the villages of our own country, and certainly be con-
fident that they see no gilded slaves in Free Grenada! Only free men, free
Women, free children in our small island, a world of freedom.

175




i
y
)
j

In Nobody's Backyard
A YVital Upcoming Period

Comrades, the next three weeks will be vital for us. We have over one
hundred activities leading up to Bloody Sunday, two major regional con-
ferences here in Grenada, and the meetings of the heads of the Organisation
of Eastern Caribbean States and the heads of the CARICOM states. And as
we know the existence of these regional structures in themselves owe a huge
amount to the vision and lifetime’s work of Marryshow, which makes them
of particular significance to us, as there is undoubtedly a huge amount to be
done to carry on Marryshow’s work. _

For us in the Peopie’s Revolutionary Government, the continuation of
Marryshow’s visionary work is the priority for these meetings — to boldly
extend and sustain his efforts, to build on his foundations, to make these
meetings genuinely meaningful to the lives of the poor and working people
of our Caribbean. We are not going to cuss or fight any other nation; we are
going with our heads and hearts open to build upon our history, iike Marry-
show went to Barbados in 1929, like he went to St Kitt in 1946 and Montego
Bay in 1947. We g0 to St Lucia and Jamaica in 1982 to continue Marryshow's
work, to find real answers to the massive problems facing our people. ]

What can we do as ¢ Caribbean peopie to help our farmers sell thEIT
products? What can we do as @ Caribbean people 1o develop much more just
and equitable terms of trade with the European countries? What can we do
as a Caribbean people to secure better prices for our cocoa, our bananas,
OUr nutmegs — Or our arrowroot, our sugar or our bauxite? How can we bring
closer the New International Economic Order? How can we begin to control
the massive imperialist cultural onslaught on our people’s minds an_d
consciousness? We shall be recommending plans to develop a regional mari

time transport system, recalling the days when we had the Federal Maple and
the Federal Paim plying between our islands.

We Shall Defend UWT

We shall be resolute]
West Indies, arguing
people, as it is a par
dearly. We shall be
sporting interchang
deeper friendship
forward a policy of
region, so that we ¢
our budgets.

In other words comrades, we are approaching these meetings in the MarFy.

'hl . olw tradition, with positive, unifying proposals. We want nothing to do with
S, conspiracies or cliques, we want an agenda which serves oUT

People, the Caribbean people, and confronts and seeks to resolve their multi

y defending our regional university, the Universit)f_orthe
that it must stay intact for the benefit of all Caribbean
t of our Marryshow inheritance that we cherish and hﬂlg
putting forward proposals for much greater cultural amh
es. We shal] be recommending ways of promoting mL{C

and understanding between our people, and putting
bulk-buying of certain expensive imported goods for thlel
an collectively cut our import bills and ease strain on 3
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plicity of problems. We remember the words of the man whose life and work
we are celebrating today:

A West Indies in a world like this must unite or perish. This is not t_he
time for parish pump politics. We must think nobly, nationally, with
special regard for the first fundamentals of a West Indian unity, and a
West Indian identity.

Comrades, we go to St Lucia and Jamaica with these words ringing clearly
in our minds.

The Intellectual Worker

As you know comrades, for you have been at many openings and public
sessions — Free Grenada has been the venue of many Caribbean confereqces.
We have had conferences of Caribbean workers, Caribbean and American
lawyers, Caribbean trade unionists, Caribbean journalists, just to name a
few. Later this month we shall be hosting two more regional conferences‘. One
will be the first ever international conference to be held in our s'ister 1sla{1d
of Carriacou, on the subject of Education and Production, in which we aim
to demonstrate the excellence of Camp Carriacou as a Conference C'entn?,
while emphasising the meaning behind our slogan, that Education is
Production 100! The other is a conference of Caribbean Intellectual Worker's,
some of the most remarkable and talented people of our region, whq will
‘ome together here in Grenada to discuss and affirm the cultural sovereignty
of the Caribbean, _ B
Historically, intellectuals, or what we used to know as the ‘intelligentsia’ —
authors, journalists, artists, poets, and scholars — have seen themselves as
a]ienated, apart from the ordinary working people of region. As such, they
tended to distance themselves from the people’s struggles, living abrofld or
In ivory towers of dreams and sheer individualism. This conference is desxgqed
to help to create intellectual workers out of intellectuals, to form a !Johcy
and a plan of action that will make cultural and intellectual work, in t_he
¥ords of one of the conference’s organisers, the brilliant Barbadia:n novelist
George Lamming, ‘an essential part of the lives of all our people’. We shall
be host 1o many outstanding minds and imaginations: from Michael Manley
of Jamaica to the great Caribbean poet, Martin Carter of Guyana, from Paul
*¢ns-Douglas to the Minister of Culture of Nicaragua, Ernesto Cardenal,
from Treyor Farrell to George Beckford and Don Robotham, from the 1 982
obel prize winner for literature, Gabriel Garcia Marquez of Colombia, to
the legendary Harry Belafonte who was last here 1955. Scarcely have so
Many Extraordinary Caribbean people come together for such an even:, and
comrades, they are coming together in Free and Revolutionary Gr?nada.
earlier on this evening we formed a Committee of Grenadian In{eli_eo
» which will formulate its own programme and proposais for bringing
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the Arts, all aspects of National Culture, and scholarship, closer to our people,
so that intellectual work stands beside manual and productive work and takes
us towards the same ends and objectives: the full economic, social and
political emancipation of our people, and a way of life which imitates none,
which mimics none, which is slave to none, but which reflects the originality
and genius of our struggling people and our developing nation. Thus our
intellectuals, like our warkers, farmers and fishermen, will be producers too,
and catalysts in creating and reflecting a new life for our people, as well as
guardians of our culture who ensure that the imperialist cancer cannot pene-

trate and destroy the new values and definitions we are building for our-
selves through our own unique process.

A Very Special Day

Without doubt, today is a special day in many ways. It is the day of T.A.

Marryshow, but it s also 2 day in which we also remember great events and
other gigantic people. Today is the 65th Anniversary of the Great October
Socialist Revolution, that epoch-making event in Russia in 1917, which has
paved the way for so many enormous changes, not only for the Soviet peoplg,
but for the entire world, In 1917, as Marryshow wrote his Cycles of Civil
isation, he knew of the massive blow struck against backwardness and
tyranny in Russia. Listen to Marryshow as he expressed his joy in his unfor-
gettable language and style as he beheld the triumph for the masses of 5t
Petersburg and Moscow an ocean and a continent away. ‘A great spirit of

Democracy and Socialism is coming to do God’s work of levelling up and
levelling down.’

Today, we also co
to have a Palestinian
of the heroic stru
aggression backed
find words to ex

mmemorate Palestine Liberation Day, and we are happy
comrade with us, who has given us the latest informatl(?ﬂ
ggles of their people against the murderous Zionist
UP to the cowardly hilt by US imperialism. We can hardly
PIess our shock and shame at the barbarous forces that
massacred your people in Beirut. We mourned with you for the loss of your
Innocent lives but we alsq clench firmly our Caribbean fists to fight on with
you, .We can only say that your agony was also our agony, but that your
certain and inevitable victor Y and joy will also be ours.

Our Party, our People’s Revolutionary Government, and our Free people
are with you. Last month we marched through our streets in solidarity with

you’hard OHF.(:!ay, Just as you are visiting free and revolutionary Grenada.
we shall be Visiing you in free and revolutionary Palestine.

Comrades, in ou

T presentation t
In dealing with

his evening we have truly traversed the world.
Marryshow, t

his is inevitable, because of his worldliness:
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his universal vision. But let me end by saying that his day, Marryshow Day,
will from this year, also be known as National Day of Culture in our country.
Marryshow, as we have noted, was a cultured man, apd 2 .true for?runner of
the organized intellectual who strives to use his brain, his art, his scholar-
ship to serve his people. He would have been the first Lo sponsor and tajke
part in the intellectual conference on culture and sovereignty we are hosting
later this month. For our culture is how we live, how we produce, what we
grow, how we make our democracy and freedom, how we chan_ge and trans-
form our earth, how we organise our hopes, dreams and aspirations, how we
love one another. And how, as we change the world, we are changed
ourselves, into new men. new women, new Caribbean people. o
The great man once said and it was on March 13th that he said it,
comrades, as if he already knew what that would mean for us, Mar_ch 13th
1950, in the Market Square where have had so many of our own meetings:

From earliest times I had thought in terms of human dignity, that.a
man no matter how poor could lift himself and become somebody _m
the world. I read avidly in my youth, and the quotation: ‘I never did
believe, nor do I now believe that Providence ordained one set of men,
spurred to ride and the others saddled to be ridden’, had a profound
influence and inspired me!

Our culture is our dignity, the dignity the Revolution has brought us aqd
the dignity it sustains in us. We are sovereigns of our dignity, of our pride in
being we, and we are proud of our consistent victory over the forces that Fry
t0 make us their imitators, their mimics and their puppets. Our Revolutlon
A3 put on the agenda of the Caribbean people a new way, a new view of out-
selves, & new determination in our destiny. For this we thank and honour
LA Marryshow, the Prince of West Indian journalists, the father of the West
Indian Federation, the oldest statesman of West Indies, and all those
Caribbean masses, our ancestors and their ancestors, that have brought us to
the freedom of being what we are and being what we are, determined we shall
® and determined we shall walk in a conscious, organised, productive and
united way along the glorious new path that will bring peace, happiness,
lustice and socja] progress to all of our free and patriotic people.
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16. One Caribbean!

Address at Rally to Commemorate Bloody

Sunday, Seamoon, St. Andrews, Grenada, 21
November 1982

In the name of our Party, our government and free people I welcome you all
to this 9th commemoration of Bloody Sunday, and 1 would like you to We_l'
come and recognise all of our distinguished guests who have joined us on this
occasion,

In 1979, the first year of the Revolution, when we commemorated Bloody
Sunday, we made the tremendously historic announcement that the Inter-
national Airport Project, which had been a dream for over 30 years, was
about to start with the assistance of revolutionary Cuba. .

Today, comrades, we can record with pride, and considerable satisfaction
that in spite of imperialism’s desperate efforts to stop the construction of our
International Airport, the project nonetheless continues to proceed on stream
and reasonably on time,

Today we have already completed filling up Hardy Bay and have even
started to pave a section of what used to be Hardy Bay. Our Terminal
Building has begun to goup and in 1983 it will be finished, while fuel storage
tanks with a capacity of 1! million gallons are being constructed and should
also be completed in 1983. The new access road to the International Airport
is already under way and by 1983 that too will be finished. Only last week we
signed a contract for the communications equipment — the navigational aid-
the radar and all the other important equipment we will need to ensure
that the airport proceeds on time.

You may recatl, comrades, that last year when we commemorated Bloody
Sunday, we announced that 44 million dollars had been found to ensure that
the project would continue on stream throughout 1982 and beyond.

Foreign Friends With Us Again

At last year's Bloody Sunday commemorations, we had a number of dis
tinguished delegates, guests and friends from overseas who were here for the
3rd Caribbean Workers’ Seminar, the biggest of the three held to date, and for
our first Internationa! Solidarity Conference when over 112 people from 41
countries and from all 5 continents of the world came to show support for
our process and to be with us on Bloody Sunday 1981.
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It is with a deep sense of pride and satisfaction thqt we can look around lth
on this platform today and once again see so many friends, who have cometh(;
attend two more significant conferences being hosted by our coup:y _ ted
Caribbean Conference of Intellectual and Cultural Workers. whic stﬁr el
yesterday and which has tremendous significanc_e for d_evelopmg the cu fli:;-
aspirations of our region’s people, and starting in Ce.lrrlacou_tomo.rrow ak
noon, the conference on Education and Production, which w1l.l look at
Grenada and the Caribbean’s work/study experience. We certainly look
forward with great anticipation to the deliberations and results of these two
major conferences. ; i

JComrades, today, we have with us a comrade who has been serv1r'1g his 0“(;2
people and the people of the world in a major crusade for peace, a cgmra‘th
of great artistic talent who has put his career on the line, who stan s.\-\;l :
firm principle, who has the courage of his convictions, an unparalleled in :iL
nationalist, a major figure on the international stage — welcome once ag
to Free Grenada Comrade Harry Belafonte. . .

Also, comrades please recognise the representative fro;p a sister natlo?’
which like ourselves achieved its freedom, and its libera'ﬂo", in 1979 On);
some three months after we had done so. Welcome once again the frﬂltema
Tepresentative from revolutionary Nicaragua, Comrade Ernesto Carde}:la . on

I want to also acknowledge the presence of Comrade Dudley T gmis i
of Jamaica, Comrade George Lamming, outstanding novelist, Comra el_a sab
Schuman, Minister of Health of fraternal Belize, Com_rade Edfvard m ;
alt of the delegates and all of our guests from our Caribbean sister natlon1
who are here with us, many of whom have come to Grenada on seivera
oceasions and who therefore are absolutely no strangers to our free people.

The Intellectuals Conference

Comrades, we believe that this Conference of Caribbean Infelle_ctual tahr::
Qultwral Workers i of historic importance because of the major issues at
e delegates have been focussing on; such as the critical guesuon of tl;; co ™
Munications media, of the success of planning and politics and how fy -
ielate to the general question of sovereignty and of cultural sovereignty,
Particular, '
Fhese are critical questions for our people and for the peopl‘e of t.hle regaltoI;
" we are convinced that the answers they will come up \\.fl.th w?.gtrenec-
?Ssils U the people of our region and will ensure the responsibility of nte
Y2l workers in serving all our people. - - -
¢ have had Pagl‘tiCUIarl)I/) significant experience with our own mat;:lllel'g
o vorkers We have seen during the budget exercise this year, fo‘r ex ]:m;
o tremendous role that our own inteliectuals, our top technicians,

. . . : jous-
ading Managers of state enterprises can play in helping to lift the consci
ness Uf our people.

Iking to them
¢ have also seen how in going out among the people and talking to (h
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at the Zonal and Village Councils, these intellectuals themselves were able to
benefit from that experience. In Grenada we certainly need no convincing
that intellectual workers have a major role to play in helping to build the
people’s consciousness, and through regular contact with the masses ensure
that their own consciousness is advanced.

The Education Conference

The Education and Production conference, which starts in Carriacou tomotrrow.
is also a conference for all the people of our region because its main focus is
the question of integrating work and study, so that education may become
more relevant. The work/study approach means that the people benefit in
a meaningful way from the education which they receive, so that when they
come out of this school system they will be able and ready to face the real
world and to make a contribution to production, to building the economy.
our democracy and our Revolution.

Education: A Major Area of Focus

The Education and Production conference, therefore, has tremendous
strategic value for us. Education after all has been and continues to be On€
fo the major areas of focus of our Revolution. That is why in the first fe}”
months we embarked on this wide-ranging campaign to wipe out illiteracy it
our country. That is why today in the second phase of that programme, OUf
Centre for Popular Education is now embarking on Adult Education in the
evenings on a voluntary basis.

That is why, comrades, we are ensuring that more day care, day nursery
and pre-primary facilities, and more primary and secondary schools are being
constructed in our country, so that more and more of our people will have
the opportunity of receiving the benefits of an education.

That is why the number of children in secondary schools has moved from
11% before the Revolution to some 35% more after the Revolution.

That is why so much time and effort is spent on ensuring that the teachers
in our country are trained to provide a scientific education to our children-
That is why the ratio of teachers to students was reduced so dramaticallys
from one teacher to every 51 students before the Revolution to 1 teacher for
every 30 students today.

And that is alsq ':vhx 0 many of our students now, once they have gained
the necessary qualifications are able to walk into free university schojarships:

which moved from a figure of some three in the fast year of the Gairy

dictatorship to over 109 in the first six months of our Revolution, to ove!
300 today. i
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The CARICOM Conference

But comrades, the main focus of our Blooc?ly Sunday comn}érgf;aég'};;iz

must be a report to the people of our nation on _the CAfR e sovemment

which turned out to be a massive, resounding victory for the g

and people of Grenada. : jectives
It is absolutely correct, comrades, that every single .Onef Oft;l:,ecz?f:::lnce

which we had set ourselves before we went off to Jamaica for

was fully accomplished.

The Hunters Became the Hunted

It is also true that those people whg h_ad :ﬁt tonference

the conference, became the hunted during the ¢ . the
Those who had hoped to be the prosecutors ‘Of Gr_enad;a),n ]ﬁ?l;l:rt o

prosecuted. And this was not done through any wild actions

: H ur Foreign
our delegation which included comrade Unison Whiteman, © &

i i i ini £ Health, It was simply
Minister, and Comrade Chris De Riggs, our Minister © was simply

because we had agreed from weeks ago in discoseir® Oll;r Pl‘enP; rsatte}ady course,
conference that all we needed to do was to take a-S(l) errlc:i! not opportunism.
to rely on truthfulness, honesty, firmness and princip€ ked into any mud-

We had decided not to allow ourselves to be Sldf.tga;e drowned by any
slinging matches with the agents of imperialism, nO

. t involved in any
kites or red herrings whch were being ﬂ;?{;’u? (:,tn tt(l)'leg?ssues, on the con-
divisiveness but instead to concentrate ant

ur Caribbean.

ce | needs of the people of © ) ime durin
n:n?imtihr:ta prll::le of ours was outlined in Suriname for the first time g

’ meeting, on
our visit some wecks ago, and repeated at 2 del?gél;i:er:\ggibbean Sgtates
Marryshow night in Grenada, at the Organization 0 > further on several
heads of government meeting in St Lucia and repegoiferences before the
occasions in different press statements and pre’;st e 10 stick to that
Jamaica summit. We were confident that all we had to
Pla&-]e know that this question of trying to isolate Grena?:; :n:nptt}:?;ilrl}ﬁlz
that Grenada had a human rights oD et Tlfmllac?fu::rsxelse so-called ‘free’
of the people of the Caribbean. We knew that 5 ; o thom, had taken
newspapers, the Guardians and the Gleaners an ; e e« Catibbean and 10
the trouble’ and the pain to go out to the people 0

- tions not
f they asked 500 ques
the people, that even ! ibbean were
conduct a o awore id I[: ve shown that the people of the Cari ‘ the
one of the answers wouig ha ts can never isolate

is i ; en
against us here in Grenada. This is why thes;ﬁe f}iszaribbean o with the
Grenada Revolution because the peopl_e o i
Grenada Revolution and what we are trying to do.

hemselves up as hunters before

The Caribbean People’s Real Concems

t the
The people of the Caribbean were and still are clearly concerned abou
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question of jobs. They want to know how it is that so many of them are out
of jobs, how every week a few hundred more of them are losing jobs.

They want to know how it is that even in their own countries where there
are elections and so much tatk of free this and free that and free the other,
that every week when they are being dismissed that not even the trade unions
are allowed to come to their defence because laws are passed in some of
these countries ensuring that workers have no rights.

Comrades, the people of the Caribbean are concerned about this inter-
national capitalist crisis which causes the prices of our goods to keep
dropping every day: sugar, cocoa, nutmegs, bananas, arrowroot and bauxite.

They want to understand how come our goods keep falling in price but
yet every week when we buy items such as cars, trucks, tractors, food in cans,
fertiliser and so on, all of the things that we do not produce, those prices
keep going up.

Our Caribbean people are looking for answers to these questions. They
want to know hwo they could maintain closer contact with each other.

We have found in every Caribbean country this great desire and appetite
to travel to different islands. But yet the price is so prohibitive that very few
of our sisters and brothers are able ever to leave their own islands.

Comrades, consider that in 1970 the cost of an airline ticket to Dominica
was somewhere under $200;* today the cost is some $550, another $60 in
tax and about another $90 in taxi fare. So to go from Dominica to Grenada
today will cost about $700 and our people want to know what can we do to
solve this problem. How can we ensure that our people maintain contact
with each other? What creative ways can we find of reducing this high cost of
travel? Can we, for example, get hold of Federal Paim and Federal Maple
type boats once again and in this way ensure cheaper inter-island travel?

The questions of sporting contacts, of greater cultural exchanges, of more
training opportunities are what the Caribbean masses had and have on their
minds. And that is why during the conference we raised these questions. We
presented documents trying to focus on these issues. We tried to ensure that
wrhenever contributions were made on our side those contributions were
aimed at strengthening and deepening the regional integration movement,
not disintegrating it.

We tried to focus on the issues and areas where we could ensure greater
co-operation among the countries of CARICOM in the interests and for the
beneﬁt of the people in the CARICOM region. We tried to look at concrete
ways in which collectively we could prepare ourselves better before we go out
there to international conferences. We tried to focus on ways in which

together we can bulk-buy a number of key items like drugs and goods that
the people of the region need.

* These prices are quoted in Eastern Caribbean currency
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Firm Mind and Clean Conscience

We tried to focus on relevant and practical areas of co-operéltlof;v ﬁlltladg:)tn?s;::
with this understanding, sisters and brothers, that we faced ou e et
at the conference. And we confronted them too w1thBt}tl;3 rco:o Grenadian
coming out of the great tradition of Marryshow fmd 1:1 :t;o CARICOM.
representative could ever sink to the depths of trying t;? N syof mind and
We went to Jamaica with a clear conscience, with al lrn}n;;maica and the
purpose and with the deep conviction that the peopie © we were going to
Caribbean would be ready for our message and that message
deliver. i dis-
1And so, sisters and brothers, comrades, the atlemfi ttohr':i(\):at:s aggt of
credit our country failed miserably. The attempt hot there was an issue
CARICOM faited miserably. The attempt to pre[el-]dkt 'T"om Adams’ attempt
of human rights violations in Grenada got a lot °fhfc .si the narrow bourgeois
to amend the treaty was hit for six. The attempt 10 oldedn’t just get a six, it
view of human rights upon the people of the region
got a twelve!

Our delegation’s plans to support and Lo pr ion received widespread
practical co-operation among the people of the reg

i also massively
support. Our plan to ensure that CARICOM sum\lfse: h:;;ened among the
successful. Qur intention of ensuring that whatever € d the image and repu-
people of Jamaica and the region, that we prescrve
tation of our Revolution was another massive Suc.cessil reatest sincerity and

We can say comrades, in all truthfulness, with t : n%assive victory for us.
honesty that, in fact, the CARICOM confe.rence was Sunday, what is more
But today as we stand here commemorating Blooss)t[’ul conference is to say
important than just simply saying we had a succeo le of Grenada and the
also that apart from being a success for the Pefprmers the workers, the
Grenada Revolution, the women, the youth.’ the la ’
broad masses of Caribbean people were victorious o

opose steps t0 strengthen the

A Vi rinciple

ictory for P p m, for the forces of
the concerns of the
clique living in the

le over opportunis

) : inci i
Our victory was a victory for pri pd imperialism, for

progress over the forces of reaction an

i inority ruling
people and not the concerns of a tiny mino \.):ras  etory for the human
capital of imperialism. Qur victory, comrades,

king

: _ the poot and wor

e o o e an t!:ilfsag? l:aeﬁlnim)rity l:hat continues (o
human 11

people — and a defeat for the

exploit that majority.

It has to be seen, thereff?rel,
past week was a major political an
who were Adams and Seaga ﬁghtlﬂgff(:1 ding
case for? Whose interests were they defe

i ica this
what was being waged, in Jmm::sider
e Jogical strugsle- When you ¢ nsider
. ndeo? gv:rho were these people pus ing
¢ 2 When you ask these questions,
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comrades, you begin to see the real meaning of this CARICOM Heads of
Government meeting over the past week.

When people in the middle of a conference of this type are able to argue
with all of their force and their might for a definition of human rights that
only stresses elections but ignores the right of workers to strike, ignores the
right of our people to jobs, ignores the fact that in their own countries and
in the case of one of them, over 300 people were murdered during the course
of last year without any recourse to law or justice; when you see these
elements fighting hard against the principle of ideological pluralism, you
must understand where they are coming from.

Because we were fighting to confirm once again the important principle
that in this region there is and there should be tremendous ideological diver-
sity and difference, that people were entitled to believe in a different way of
building their own countries, economies and political processes. We were
arguing what was a fact of life all around the world, but Messrs. Adams and
Seaga were fighting with every ouce of energy they could muster to say that

the principle of ideological pluralism or diversity was not a principle we
could accept in CARICOM.

Support Growing for Zone of Peace

Now, if you are against that principle that a people have the right freely to
choose their own way forward then what you are saying is that you do not
believe in freedom, independence or national self-determination. That is
what Seaga and Adams are saying by this disbelief.

Take a concept like the zone of peace which many democratic organ-
isations up and down the Caribbean are today fighting for; this principle
which calls for our Caribbean Sea to be declared a zone of peace, indepen-
dence and development is supported by just about every significant organi-
sation in the region. The Curibbean Congress of Labour, The Caribbean
Conference of Churches and just about every single political party, and every
serious organisation in the region have come out in support of this principle
which says that no one has the right to put their military bases in other
people’s countries against their consent, that no one has the right to force
colonialism on any people who want their independence and no one has the
right to use pressure and threats and economic aggression against any country.

And yet you had Seaga and Adams fighting with every ounce of energy
they had against this principle of a zone of peace, fighting hard on behalf of
their masters’ self-proclaimed right to send their warships up and down our

Caribbean Sea to try to frighten and terrorise and bully the people of our
region.

When you see that happening,
they are fighting for. When you se
into CARICOM while at the same
you really where they are coming

comrades, you get a clearer idea of what
¢ these people fighting hard to bring Haiti
time fighting to keep Suriname out, it tells
from. These elements were actually saying
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. . H — st a
that Haiti was a democracy but Suriname was a dlf:tatorlihxp eoH?;tl;,re
country universally regarded as an international latrmehw enlee rEenIt)s e
being killed and where people cannot get foot to eat. T efsedZmocracy st
saying,'no problem with that’. That is their conception o
like it is the conception of their masters.

Bowing and Kneeling to Uncle Sam

. clear idea
indeed of what these people were really represen mgb’ inwashing has them
were really fighting for, of the extent to thCh'thelrUf{‘éed States, to whom
s0 totally and completely in the corner of the mlghtyd ma e because to them
they virtually kneel down and genuflect and bow and scr prld These are the
the United States is the beginning and the e:nd o-f the woains-t the Grenada
people who dare to try to point an accusing fmge!r) a‘%e and fresh enough
Revolution. These are the people who were bold and ; @
to try to accuse our free people of needing human f}gh > d with the leaders of

And when in meetings with the people of Jamatca an n rights and demo-
CARICOM we were able to explain our concepts of humf‘1 different wicket
cracy, Adams and Seaga discovered that it was an entirely
that they had to bat on.

Because they discovered then that the peop
interested in what we had to say but they we.rle t
had to say, that they were not only not hostllet_ n. And all of this came a$
but were fully in support of the Grenada Revolu :ﬁe- had begun to believe
a mighty shock to these reactionaries, bec_ausii tha{the lies and distortions
their own propaganda. They had alrea.dy belleve! ners and Advocates in the
that they were planting in the Guardians and Gré’g. overed that the people
region had fooled the people. And when they lscsee the truth, then they
were not being fooled, that the people were avle |t . n the defensive.
had to turn around and move totally and Completely (:ions and human rights

When these people presented their case ol fe:bout how the people of
violations, they started off making a lot _Of points democracy system, how
the region wanted this Westminster parhamentarY.f the people are not able
the people must have a chance to decide and that ;s onse we said that when
to decide then you don’t have democracy- In our fk apbo“t political and C§Vﬂ
we speak about human rights we don’t just spea oo talk about the so'clal,
human rights in the limited narrow way but wethe people are also entitled
the cultural and the economic human rights tha;zj hts speaks about.
to and that the Universal Declaration on Human Rig

le of the region were not only
enthusiastic about what _we
o the Grenada Revolution

Human Rights for the Majority Too i1
We don’t just speak about their kind © has 1
about the human rights that the majonty {1 ority is entitle
human rights that they believe only the min

man rights but weé talk

i he
able to enjoy,
heen d to: the human

imited hu
ever
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rights to a job, to decent housing, to a good meal when the day comes, to be
able to form and to join a trade union, to be able to get pipe-borne \Afater
inside of your house, to get electricity in your house when you press a switch,
to be able to ensure that you can live a life of dignity and decency. Ali of
these human rights have been the human rights for a small minority over the
years in the Caribbean and the time has come for the majority of the people
to begin to receive those human rights for the first time.

And when we speak of democracy, we told them, we don’t just see t'he
question of elections as being democracy but we see democracy as having
much more than just a tweedledum and tweediedee election, more than

just a rum and cornbeef convention, more than just a five seconds in five
years right to put an X,

We said that if elections is somethin
five years which ensures that the
for and by the peo
every five years.

g that comes as part of a process every
people are able to rule, then democracy of,
ple must be much more than just putting an X once in

The Five Parts of Democracy

So we made out the case
minimum parts and each
democracy, first of all, th
be responsible, Responsi
must work according to
they decide to set on t
basis through their conta
happy or unhappy with
fore is the first aspect of

We pointed out sec
ability. If there is no ac
before the politician w
democracy. If for 4 ye
had to keep their mo
saying for there to be
on, a regular basis (at
go and face the peop
you are carrying ou

» comrades, that democracy must at least have five
of the five is important. We said that if you have a
€ representatives of the people, the politicians must
bility must be the first component. The politicians
a plan that the people accept and not a plan that
heir own. They must make sure that on a regular
¢t with the people they tell them whether they are

what they the leaders are doing. Responsibility there-
democracy,

ondly that a democracy must also have account-
countability, if the people had to wait for five years
ent back to them to account then you didn't have
ars 11 months 3 weeks 6 days and 23 hours the people
uths shut then that can’t be democracy. So we were
accountability the people must be able to have the right
least once a month) of ensuring that the political leaders
le and tell the people how the work plan is going, how
t their mandate, and their ideas. The politician m}ISt
Inter-mix with the people, must ensure that the opinions, views and changing
moods of the People are considered, or efse you have no democracy.

We pointed out thirdly, comrades, that jf you are talking about demo-
cracy, then you have to develop mechanisms and organisations and
i s of the people can be heard. You must
r basis the people through their own grassroots organ-
cet and look at the problems of the country, come up

with solutions and then implement the solutions which are found for these

188

One Caribbean!

. ’ ticipation and
, isms for people’s par :
. If you don’t have mechan ; ou have is a
g;zt;llzl}:scontr);] then you don’t have democracy; what 'y
inori dictatorship. . t in Grenada
mlwzltyo‘;:li(;:dout to these elements during the conferf: C:tftlzf in different
eve Sngle month thousands of our people _comvsorkErS’ parish councils,
villar)g[es around our country In their Zonalhcount(lzllflri; are able to discuss their
. ils and there e how
er and youth councils an sations on ho
:3?;';01;;::15r recei\}f/e reports from the leadgrs of mtasrsezr(;%rifsll from the top
the programn;es of the revolution are Eoltnﬁg . rg:anager of the electricity
: it 18 € . the
country — whether i : nspector of
?oﬁ;iirj (;? otfhfhe telepl{one company or the price Cac:lndtr}(::;\lv ‘l:’e" they are
public health inspector — on what they are doing
i : ers’ money. . nth the very top
Spe\l;’imgoti‘rll):elilayout to chse people that every S;?gfnrlnozthly councils and
leadership of the party goes before the people int ‘:’Se pointed out to these
accouhts to the people on what they are doing. tions but are real, living
people that these organisations are no joke organls?its to our people, such as
and developing organisations, which bring real be“? 1981 demanded that the
when the workers in a parish council in AU%)US;SO that the workers Cou}i ge;
3 11: 26 new bu school
1 million te buy 2 . d brought to
?SVSL’?TE“J tf:r?i ind the children would be picked up an N
' re entitled to join
" i’\lf?e.oimed out to these elements that all our p\::?)plset;ft:ing from virtually
the mals)s organisations in our country; that Ogrsl(\)IO w;)men, or nearly one of
scratch before the Revolution, now has over ,t over 8,000 of our youth are
every three eligible women in our Coun-tryt,ht:;ioneer érganisalions that any
i ' in .
in the NYO and 9,000 of our children in anisations. o
woman, any youth, any child is able to join these Orgonth these organisations
We }urt}}ller oi;lted out to them that every m™ ur youth and children,
meet and discﬁss the problems of our women, :)vhere the women and the
that every 2 years there are free and fair elections the programmes and the
youth elect their own leaders after reports ;)(;1 at length by every S“’gls
constitutions of the organisations are dlscflsst-ons We said, if you want E,:o
woman and youth who belong to the organisali f ].)articipation - come
example of accountability, of reSPO“Sjlb‘htt)i(éno ush-
We had to point out to these ¢

: ing from the
tion, COMINg
ing the workers in their countries that our Revolu le out of worki(ll}lil;
Gairy dictatorship with an inheritance of Sr?e of our wor
in just 3 years moved to just 14% being u
people no longer unemployed.

We had to point out to these peop ® . we had free
an injection was going up in their . pressure than them, s to give
Grenada suffering under greater economic lDd twice as many doctor
health care for the people of our country an
that free health care.

% of our peop
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While the mighty United States was closing down its schools, we were
opening up new schools and today in our country 35% more of our peop]e
are enjoying free secondary school education and 3,500% more are enjoying
university education which is free of cost to our people.

While they were crushing the workers in their country and going before
their bourgeois parliaments and passing laws to legislate how much money
workers must get, we in free revolutionary Grenada have moved from under

40% of our workers unionised to about 80% of all the workers now in a union
of their own choice.

The Right to Life is No. 1

We had to say to these people that while they were saying that the ﬁrst
human right was the right to a bourgeois election, the first human rlghl
is the right to life and therefore we protect and preserve and promote the life
and the health of our people.

While they cock-fight the people with elections and call that democ
racy, for our people in Grenada the main components of democracy —
responsibility, accountability, mechanisms for our people to pﬂl‘tiCiPatFr
benefits for our people - guarantee that every single day of the week wein
Grenada practice democracy and we are by far the most democratic country
in the CARICOM regjon.

But the greatest lesson of all we had to teach up there was when we
said to Adams: ‘All right, you say let the people decide, you say it is the
people that are important. We agree with all that. Let us therefore instead of
just talking about elections regard this question of human rights in the same
way as the United Nations regard human rights, as being a mixture of 5
different things: political human rights, civil human rights, social human
rights, cultural human rights, economic human rights. Let us take all of these
human rights, put them into one big basket, then draw up a questionnaire on
a sheet about human rights and let us bring that sheet to all the people of the
Caribbean in all the countries, and ask the people to tick off what they call
human rights. Let them say which one they want more of, which one they aré
not getting, which one they feel is the most important and when we get this
big basket of human rights questions answered let us come back and publish
it for the people of the region and the world to see’.

And comrades, when we said to Adams: ‘Let us take a poll’, his response
was that under no circumstance would he conduct a poll in his own country-
In other words, only elections i democracy.

And as you heard, comrades, a number of American Congressmen were I8

aribbean delegates were staying, and s
amentarians could come across and peeP
Y were behaving like nice obedient boys-
f them had to go over to the Americans
ery lunch time one had to go down and

at Seaga and Adams to make sure the

Every moming at breakfast one o
to take the moming instructions, ev
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report how the morning went, and at night another set had 1:0 gg)?ctrl?ssnaer;g
tell them how the rest of the afternoon went and plan SgohgsRios and that
morning. It was that amount of vulgarity that optalned Ijn . Cd States imperial
is the final piece of proof of the extent to which the né Zdams Bt what
ism was trying to dictate this conference for Seaga afn traditior-l of Fedor.,
these people didn’t understand is when you come out o 121951 volution and 4
and Marryshow and Butler and when you go th_IOUgh a led revolutionary
1973 revolution and a 1979 revolution there is a thmg ca ethat ou gather
tactics that you learn and collective revolutionary experience Y

: - inees
: w)l:::npltehese elements talk about free press and human rights a;?ege:gl?gol
we have to look at them and laugh because we know wbe Efvfl::mocracy and
our people or any other people. When they o 1a 2nt to our situation,
elections we say elections will come in a way most ré e;"amentary elections
but one thing is certain and it is that Westminster P?;T ]ied n Grenada,
and Westminster parliamentary democracy is dead and bur

Ten Papers with One Voice hem that
Whn they al to us about freedom of the prss wo e to sy (o the e
your ‘free press’ is the same kind of ‘free press’ that ;v et with the same voice
and down the region with different newspaper namets) tui t is the same handful
speaking. They might look like 1? different papers bu
of big capitalists who own them all. revolution

Wienpthey talk about detainees we said to them tha{; ‘ﬁ;ﬂﬁ::n down, oI
came, we could have lined people up in the streets an Sle run into the hills
We could have done like you and Pfetendeq that the HEOF an ‘accident’ of an
and then gun them down and say it was 2 ,shoot OEt 0it happened’, That is
‘attack on the police first’ or ‘we really don’t know olwt ear, that is how in
how 300 murders happened in one of your countries :zdyyou,still can’t hear
one lady’s country 13 people were killed in one ¥eart nd a shoot-out and
about court results because everything is an gcmden a of this revolution,
nobody heard. But because of the humanitanap ﬂat}i{rereVOIution were not
those people who were out to use violence against t 1151 detainees are to be
shot but instead were detained. For these elemfmt‘i1 am them down in the
buried six feet deep because their preference is sho
streets.

When they talk about free press we have tope ntry: The West Indian,
before the revolution there were two papers I this F%uwas really Cromwell’s*
which was really Gairy’s voice, and Torchiight, whic

twelve different
voice. But since the Revolution today there ;reerizi]s); ?:;;an. There 18 f)l"
Newspapers in our country apart from the f7e Fight the youth voice;

. ’ ice;
Party paper, there is Scotilda, the women's VOIC

oint out to these people that

* D.M.B. Cromweli, a major shareholder in the Torchlight
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In Nobody’s Backyard

Worlkers’ Voice, speaking for the urban workers: Curlass speaking for the agri
cultural workers, Fork speaking for the small and middle farmers, there is the
Media Workers® Voice, there is Fedon, speaking for our Revolutionary Armed
Forces and so on. Today, the people in their sections and in their groupings
are now able to come out and speak for themselves, through their own voice.
We say that is what we call freedom of the press.

So comrades, we look forward with the greatest anticipation t.o next
year's CARICOM conference in Trinidad and Tobago, the 10th anniversary
conference which will take place in July. And it is true. there was some
tremendous statesmanship exhibited by a couple of the leaders during this
conference. We don’t want to em barrass any of them so we won’t call names,
but I have in mind right now three leaders, and in particular one of then}
who spoke out early during this human rights debate and made a critica
point that CARICOM is about the unity of our people, that thp most im-
portant question is to keep CARICOM alive, that everybody will never be
able to agree on the same kinds of things, that people have a right to dlelgTee
and to build their own processes in their own way free from outside inter-
ference. And that man’s contribution was decisive. ,

I think of another leader who also made a decisive contribution, who sal_d
that as far as he was concerned there were issues that were raised for 'bl-
lateral discussions, and what he wanted was a bi-lateral discussion with

i d
Grenada to explore the problem so he can understand what we are saying an
where we are coming from.

The Greatest Hypocrites: Reagan and Cronies

There were some people in Ocho Rios who
united Caribbean, who were Lonest ¢

rupture and a break with the past, th
come, that a revolution must mean s
interest of a majority must involve th

There were some who were willip
these things. Th

understood the importance of 4
nough to say that a revolution meansa
at a revolution means that a change has
ome dislocation, that a revolution in the
e ruthless crushing of a violent minority.
g to understand these things and to staté
€re were some who knew their history and who knew that the
greatest hypocrites of all were Reagan and his cronies. 9
Because has Reagan ever been interested in elections and democracy’
When did Reagan ever call on Haiti to hold elections? When did Reagan e"e,f
call on the butcher Pinochet in Chile or on South Korea to hold elections”
Is he calling upon racist South Africa to hold elections? No! Even when Allf{ﬂde
in Chile had in fact won power through elections what did the American
President Nixon at the time do? Nixon, Kissinger and Helms sat down the
night after Allende won the elections in September 1970 and they worked
out their plan of aggression and destabilization against President Allende.
Allende didn’t $ay ‘no more elections’. He didn’t arm working people of
try to close down the reactionary paper £1 Mercurio as he should have done-
Allende relied on the Parliamentary form that they wanted him to rely on
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pendent and was bringing benefits
e went out of their way to crush
be told by

But because he was a socialist and was m(}f:t
and justice to his people, the American etl into power has yet to
him ruthlessly. And the criminal they pu ll1 o Peetion.
the so-called democratic United States to caltar who understood that when
There were people in that room in OCh;) oo ars ago it was much more
the United States revolution took place 200 {et'ons have been. There were
iolent, bloody and far-sweeping than most revolutions there were 600,000
VIeooeIlle’wh(())ou:derstood that after the American revoll;(t-lr:m The revolutionaries
Fc)ouEter-revolutionaries who renllaine(ii lg())/%otg g;ethelmg‘across the bm.dlel, :2
sent 100,000 of them into exile, an e e, right to teach,
gannada.OThe counter-revolutionaries had no nglfltt}t:;i:optrintiig presses were
preach, to own property or hold office. All ;) Fairfax family of Virginia,
confiscated. In fact one famous family - tfé enada is 853 thousand acres
owned 6 million acres of land (the whole of GT d the revolutionaries took
and the whole of Jamaica is 2.8 million acres), ansants of the United States.
every inch of that land and gave it to the small peat exiled were jailed. Many
In the American revolution, those who were lr)llo ody violent occasion and
died in jail and many more were shot. IF was a k:or 2,years after they tpok
eriod. And they didn’t call an election 1o 2 weexs What the American
Eower. They took 13 years to call their -EIETHOI? Tike a tea party and yet
revolultion did will make the Grenada Remlunonvg;)ution taking away human
these criminals are talking about the Grenada 1e
rights, !
ghAnd o top of that, shiets aidelt:;l?lt:szls,institutionalise for alitt;:cfatmhg
w ave encugh to entr ir governmen
ux?ir:egzidr:‘gr;g E)rf any peog;})lle to revolt. Whgge;’;;tthlf‘l)t gthe Grenadian revo-
oppressive. The American revolutionaries di ’
lutionaries,

the American revolutionaries

n
NIM Always Defended the People by outside arms. Because 1ot e:}fe
Their revolution, unlike ours, was made by hen 46 of us went off 10 he
our worst enemi;s ever denied the fact thathW morning of March 13th wt;io
Green Beast barracks and took power on ;1 jl ut out a call on our rz::;re
bare chests and half-dead weapons, and ¢ eerf tired and wanted 1o n;the;
station, we were confident that our peOPIi\Zw that we were 1o dry ‘TeMove-
that our people trusted us, that our people kn or death, the New Jewfi them.
politicians, that rain or shine, lickivdo;lalg,itscome forward to defen
ment was always there and wou ing revolution
Ouzvpe(;‘pgi undeﬁt?ﬁd ;hjitl.(ers who are accusingissezggfg;) :::tg 46 of thell'!;
¢ had to te es cou 1 h peop
' ion is like butter or saltfish you t us see how muc
g?linljfl(;e;c? l:rig)zttz;llfa parracks somewhere, and e

would come out and defend them!
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Struggle for Regional Unity

So comrad : )
aration andei’ni(:;r ctc?ilt(' now is to continue that struggle for regional inte:
to avoid the divisions m; © that. S_U_Uggle for practical co-operation, continue
tinue to struggle for an thel dl\’_lswf:ness of United States imperialism, con
West Indies which Sm:lﬂgmfnal institutions, in particular, the University of the
Our duty now is t eo these elements are threatening at this time.
tact among the masse(; f)?mhmue to Stfugglfr for greater people-to-people corr
ness among the masses oft he region, continue to struggle to raise conscious:
for the closest possible li tke people of the Caribbean, continue to struggle
whether they speak S 1S with i.lil of our Caribbean sisters and brothess,
and continue to stmpa;nsiE or English or French or Dutch or even American,
Lat(i;l America, in genegrgf or the closest possible links with the people of
ur duty i ;
zone of pe);cl: t?ﬂ;g“&“&‘e to struggle to have our Caribbean Sea declared 8
continue to stlzuggle?a ai N and. d'EVelopment in practice. Our duty is te
revolution, to continuge TSt 1mpf”lallsm, to continue to build our Grenadian
Marryshow, of Butier o :' alk in the shadow and the footsteps of Fedon, of
as we are, will forge tha and ensure that we as the Grenadian people, small
ge that meaningful link to ensure the unity of our people:
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17. For the Cultural
Sovereignty of the
Caribbean People!

Address at the Opening of the Caribbean
Conference of Intellectual Workers, St.
George’s, Grenada, 20 November 1982

]_Wént FU start by extending a very wamm, fraternal welcome to all of the
distinguished delegates and guests who have honoured us here today by their
presence. We certainly believe that this Caribbean Conference of Intellectual
and Cultural Workers is a milestone and an extremely historic event. We
certainly believe it is going to have a major impact on helping us in our own
task of ensuring the fullest cultural development of our own Grenadian
people.

Also I want to apologise, comrades, for
you would have heard, we were attending the CARICOM Heads of Govern-
ment Conference in Jamaica and notwithstanding our very best efforts to get
back yesterday, we could not. We had to overnight in Port-of-Spain, and were
only able to come in this morning. But | am sure that comrades would be glad
to know that even though it has taken us this long 10 return to our beloved
homeland we have come back with a convincing victory over the forces of
reaction that were hoping to isolate us.

Today, when we speak of cultural imperiali
wide menace. We are talking about a process 4
of the world which have for centuries lived un
nations.

Today, nations w
peoples, destroyed or sought to dest
the danger of cultural jmperialism.

reaching this late. But, as I am sure

sm, we are describing a worid-
t work not only in those parts
der the heel of more powerful

hich in the past have colonised and subjugated other
roy their cultures, are themselves facing

Creeping Coca-Cola Culture

process takes, in this the late 20th Century, is
tific. has far more resources at its disposal
of mankind. and it is therefore far more

But the form that this age-old
far more refined, far more scien
than ever before in the history
devastating.

Today, no corner
Coca-Cola culture. In

look on with horror a
shailow export culture beamed cu

of the earth is safe from the creeping ravages of the
the Western World, concerned and conscious citizens
t the contamination of their young people by the
{ to all mankind from the headquarters of
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imperialism.
Bu i . .
a pict:ut:er? lilperhaps no region of today’s world that presents so dramatic
Caribbeano' ! le process of cultural imperialism as does our Caribbean. The
COﬂditions-ls a aboratory_ of cultural imperialism because it offers such ideal
political f’ our geOg_raphlca! fragmentation, aided and abetted by continuing
tural im e“fgf_len-tanon, which in turn is one of the major objectives of cul-
throats ion‘:hlsm’ to kf?ep us well apart and, if possible, always at each others’
o at we might never come to realise the strength that lies in ouf
unity.
The hi , )
of cultllrésit:?]{1 of our region provides a most interesting and tragic examyle
The ‘New M‘: S;’"‘“CB of political and economic domination.
In some places o]: d, so-called, begins with the conquest of the Amerindian.
hopelessly wreck ;i was exterminated outright: elsewhere his culture was
a i e .
exploitation, s to render him easy prey to every conceivable form of
. When that di
another bruztlzl d.:lrt]irr work was done, our region became the arena for yel
human rights of0 ision between the economic interests of Europe and the
a people less equipped than their aggressors for self-defence

— Africans uproot
their cultures.p ed and transported thousands of miles from the fount of

A Culture Viewed With Contempt

Upon the ashe .
part of the woilg f:ire‘:m erindian, the African forged a new culture in this
the challenge of Sl’zrvival. set of responses to the physical environment and @

For centuries thj
$ ; .
this Caribbean Culture, this culture of the masses of Caril

bean people has
. d R
viewed with eveloped in limbo, unrecognised, unrecorded or at best

contem i .
people who are creat?;':‘ 'irthls Cuhu“? is yet to gain the approval of the vety
And this, above all, thi W2n|f Pfﬂc}lsing it — the masses of Caribbean peﬂpl&
domination. Qu ak self-image of our culture, lays us wide 0pe™ 0

I people
of American televisign cj:;;? > SOftenedl up, so drugged by the hypnos

can advertising and capitalist consumerism

Cultural Sovereignty . . .

the intellectuals of various parts of the Caribbean, there first came the
tmpetus towards asserting the validity of our African-based Caribbean cul-
Ures.

Negrismo, Haitianism, Negritude — movements taking place over the
1920s, 30s and 40s — all were manifestations of the uncasiness of Caribbean
inteliectuals in their second-hand European culture and their rejection of
the policies of assimilation used by the various colonising powers as part
of their overall strategy of domination and exploitation.

These Movements Did Not Change Caribbean History

g of literature and no one would

These movements produced a fine flowerin
less, these movements cannot be

wish to underestimate this legacy. Neverthe
said to have changed the course of Caribbean history.

These are important forerunners of the new developments that this body
of inteliectuals here today represents. We must build upon the work of our
forerunners by taking stock of what they have achieved. But by examining
their shortcomings we avoid errors of a similar kind.

A major weakness was that their ideas remained locked within the tight
circle of an educated elite. Theirs was essentially 2 dialogue with the white
world, not with the masses from whom they had sprung. Indeed in the case
of the Negritude movement among French Caribbean intellectuals, the forum
was Paris! These movements for the enthronement of Caribbean culture never
touched the Caribbean peoples who were the creators of this culture.

These early movements involved Caribbean intellectuals most of whom

were themselves irreversibly the products of cultural imperialism, members
of the colonial bourgeoisie which was totally assimilated to European culture.
These intellectuals who had been removed by colonialism from the all-
important living contact with the masses, and who could now only ‘m:?ke
piteous gestures of identification with their own culture. This contradiction
has produced some beautifu] literature which we count as part of our cultural
heritage today.

Buf perha};r)s the most significant weakness, and the one from wpich the
others derived, was the political immaturity of these movements, their failure
to deepen their political perspective of culture. -

These movements of intellectuals were basically a response to a political
situation — the situation of colonialism, and specifically a protest against
racism and cultural domination. But the movements failed t.o develop any real
combative power and became narcissistic. spinning around in race and culture

until they had no further to go- _ _
r. and this we must adknowledge, is our

One notable exception howeve .
Martiniquan comrade Aime Cesaire, foremost poet of the Negritude move-
ment, who took the struggle onto the political plane even after ke cultural

)

movement had lost its impetus. ‘
But Negritude as 3 collective response of intellectuals to the problem of
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cultural domination remained largely an artistic movement, a literary
response to a political problem, a response which was not sufficiently
informed by 2 political awareness of the problem.

The Effects of the Black Power Movement

One generation later came Black Power, affecting primarily this time the
English-speaking areas of the Caribbean

The Black Power Movement achieved more of an impact upon the
direction of Caribbean history, because its philosophy had a stronger political
base which kindled the consciousness of the masses.

It is true to say that after Black Power, the Caribbean will never be the
same again. The movement has contributed to the process of changing the
status of Caribbean culture.

The Black Power Movement has contributed to transforming the
Caribbean, largely because so many of its adherents later continued to
develop politically. A large cross-section of the progressive forces of the
Caribbean are comrades who first became engaged in political struggle
through their involvement with the Black Power movement. This is true of
the entire leadership of Grenada’s New Jewel Movement.

We must acknowledge all the stages through which our struggle has passed,
and we must recognise the limitations of the historical context within which
these movements occurred.

A vision of sovereignty is provided toady in the process of the great Cuban
Revolution, and in the younger processes of Nicaragua and Grenada.

1 want to offer an example of this vision which shows the marriage of
politics and culture in one Caribbean experience. In 1981, the great Cuban
poet, Nicolas Guillen received the Jose Marti Award. In a ceremony held in
the Palace of the Revolution he made a very brief statement:

In Cuba we have great poems, some of which have travelied beyond
our national boundaries. Poems which are engraved on our lives, and
bear permanent witness to our human progress: the agrarian reform
programme for example, is one of the greatest poems in our history;
the popular literacy campaign, higher education for all, the national
isation of the means of production, once in undeserving hands, is also
a poem of infinite value: and all these make up the great poem that
is the Revolution, the revolution triumphantly led by Fidel Castro.

And then Guillen read a poem of thanks to the Revolution:
When I see myself and touch myself,
Only yesterday Johnny-who-had—nothing,

And today Johnny-who-has-every thing
1 turn my head, look around
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And ask myself and touch myself

I have, let's see,

I have the pleasure of going everywhere in my country
Owner of all that is in it,

I did not have or couldn’t have befure.

I can say crop.

I can say bush

I can say city

Army I say _
Already mine forever, and yours, ours a spreading radiance
lightning, star, flower.

Today we have the advantage of witnessing this unfolding of Fevoiutloni
ary culture within our own region. Indeed, today’_s movement of intel {:ictt;a
workers springs directly out of the Cuban revolut‘lon. It was the Casa :n :;
Americas, the great Cuban house of culture, which one year ago conv ;
for the first time the Conference of Intellectual Workers for the soverelgnhy
of the peoples of our America. Your conference_wfhic.:h opens today upﬁndt a‘:
soil of Free Grenada is a continuation of the initiative that was launche

that historic gathering,

The Challenge Which Confronts Us

on will no doubt be focussed upon

i ? This questi 10
Where lies the way forward q hree days. But it s important to

during your deliberations of the next t c oo rtant
concentrate on the challenge which confronts us now. There is an imp

P : te for
document, prepared for President Reagan, W.h'Ch outlines a straicsy
dealing with your category of workers in the Caribbean.

I quote:

. - i ail,
The war is for the minds of mankind. Ideological politics will prev.

i nd
Education is the medium by which culture retains, pfasses; :;nstaem
evén pioneers its past, Thus, whoever controls the ;:]du:attﬁgn?uwm "
determines the past...how it is views:d . 1-. a:g:'etheamedia S o,
campaign to capture the intellectual elite thro B (R e st be
television, books, articles and pamphlet‘s,' feliowswr;::t e et
initiated, for consideration and recognition are
crave, and such a programme would attract me.
i i by the American
This is the way intellectuals of the regllon are percewed ¥
Administration and the sgencles 1Y U0 oA d women who are up for sale,

Our educated class is made up of men and Wt ¢ the oppor-
and irhf, r:,? ﬁe bribed by the offer of scholarships, grants, an

g : ion and recognition are
tunities for publication of their work. Co_ltls‘:‘:tu:gs;ble to make this
what most intellectuals crave.” We wish I
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document known to every teacher at all levels throughout the region. We

need no further definition of cultural imperialism than these strategies which
are outlined here.

The Intellectual Mercenary

There is a man who will fight in any army. anywhere, at any time. He
demands a certain price for his skills. and asks no further questions. He is
called a mercenary. The intellectual may also be a mercenary: that is a man
whose relation to his work is determined entirely by his personal interests It
the promotion of a career. In this respect. the historian, the economist,
the writer may be no different from the type of soldier we have just
mentioned. A revolutionary struggle has the duty to help rescuc men and
women from this fate. All of you here are intellectual workers who have had
to wrestle with this problem, since capitalism surrounds you with markets
which are always ready to buy and hire your skills. and at a price poor

gaiions cannot pay. It is to your credit that you have remained where you
elong.

In our context
which class do y
actor, writer?

In our view, there are at
cultural army. The revelution
comrades in the use of wea
unless we can also make it

you have to ask yourselves, in whose interest, on behalf of
Ou carry out your social function as teacher, researchen

least two armies, the military army and the
must be defended; but we cannot train youns
pons to create and defend a revolutionary struggle
clear to them what is the meaning, the true naturé
ggnihai s:_ruggle. This task of defending and clarifying the meaning and

ext ot a revolutionary struggle must be the task of our cultural amy-

And it is indispensable. W; . . ;
. - Without it eve ili i mains a sterile
victory, where the ‘“freed ry military victory re

om Of the ? i to Shape
the tastes of the people. press allows the transnationals

Cultural Development in Revolutionary Grenada

glize(rf:: :a?is'inlzez?(zrtlioln isf young. It is barely 314 years old. But already it
e o
cultural development ple of the regenerating impact of political process upon

. People since the Revolution is due to 3
vital proc . : e Revolution 1s
This groc::: g? 2}}:222: }T;’S'C}tlwoﬂiy political revolution can set in motion
O aspects — they compl h other;
ement each O

z}l’l‘l’tym‘:l”;‘: e;‘:get:.‘er “} produce a strong, revitajizeq cEItural identity. The
genera 1on of our people comeg out of a twj f increased

self-expression and increased educatjon, Win process o inc

Where does our culture reside th

: » the culture thay r own!
It resides among the masses of our people, the people iv z::ec:’l;yozf (it I
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ose
a submerged and disrespected sub-culture — the masses okf the f;:‘ﬁdehr;lzion
norms and values have never made it into the.lav._'-boo sdoraﬂd mages that
system, whose voices are silenced by the f.iuthorltam"e WO.rO; o he sociely,
dominate all the organs of communication and discussl
from the newspaper to the Parliament. of the
Today in Grenada, the 10ng-submerged culture Eft}tlgedgz?(s)?ment of
people is rising to the surface of our history throu% - centuries of obli
structures which unlock the voices of our people ro
vion.

d the right
Today in Grenada we are building organs of democracy an gh

da, Carria-
to speak, alf over the country, in every nook ‘;‘“d Cfan“rfoffmc;itabamc aded
cou and Petite Martinique — not in St George's alolne’ted “oom. not around
building in the capital, not in one gilded and Vle V? O to sit \nd decide
one polished table with room for only a handfu od e verybody in our
on our behalf, but everywhere in our country an

country. . . hich they have never
; voices whi b
Our media, too, have been infiltrated bki,y taking control of their news-

firm
acce odated before. Our people are ' . be controlled
ptlp(:::ntheir radio, their television. Our people will never agaifl

by the media.

A Band of Faithful Mongrels

. the press in
We make no apology for interpreting the fr:;i)cli:mm:;um opf com-
Free Grenada to mean liberating every pos hich in turn is manipu-
munication from the stranglehold of 2 mmorﬂé “:10 apology for moving
lated by powerful foreign Intereste xi ?1112jority of our people, 0
S'.WIftly, andl “;jthe tr};zenisgi?sl of the reactionary Canbbeail:l p:l:isi; :a;s
o i ct)“cl r ?1 rels who all this week have peen Wa(;|gg1,:aiisters. Iden-
pand of 'falthu m’ooﬁ at the command of their headq-n one factory
a_nd yapping - -l:imst'cai lies and distortions, manufactured 1 s acros
tical editorials, 1 er:il nto your free and independeqt news% P of the
e thep offloade bo Sea. If that is freedom and mdepgn'ndependem
1000 mﬁes of faﬁuea}?ave 'none of it in our free and 1
press, then w

Grenada. .
Our people today have chan
them before, and so, inevitably,

age-old limbo.

ch were not open to

jon whi h
nels of expression "l emerges out of its

the culture of our peo

T
i i tltute mechaﬂlsms i X
> i i t Cl.l“ur 18 SOm ! g

of the defence of our cultures.
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Ore cage to put it into another. Our culture has to develop into a strong
frame of reference, a strong rallying-point for our people in today’s world,
in tomorrow’s world.

In all the formerly colonised countries of the world where the masses are
still kept in a state of ignorance while a small elite are given access 10
education — an education which is imported wholesale from another culture
— the folk culture or the culture of the people remains in a state of under-
development, unable to give the people real confidence, real power, real via-
bility in the modern world. On the one hand the culture of the people is cut
off from the light of modern knowledge, and on the other hand the educated
classes are cut off from the culture of their people.

Simple but Dangerous Solution

This problem is not insoluble. The solution, in fact is so simple as to be
dangerous — dangerous of course, to the headquarters of the Guardian, the
Express, the Advocate, and the Gleaner. To arm the Caribbean people with
their own culture, to rescue the culture of the Caribbean people from its
present role of amusing American tourists, to turn this culture into a living
force which can fire the masses of Caribbean people with self-pride and inde-
pendence — this is one of the truly dangerous developments in Grenada that

place us in the shooting range of President Reagan and his pack of hunting
dogs of the Caribbean Basin.

For our culture to grow to its full statu
have access to education. There are thous
the very Caribbean countries which are u
No one is concerned about their hum
our attackers do not see our |
human rights.

Our people must have acc
fashioned in our own image

1e, the people, ail the people must
ands of illiterate people in some of
sed as bases for attacks on Grenada.
an rights, their right to education, and
iteracy campaign as an increase of our people’s

lity, through our priariti values
which bind our people together gh our priorities, through the

I would hope that our visitors h
the materials and learning of the a
cation while they are here in our ¢
massive development of ed

ave the opportunity of viewing some of
Ctivities of our Centre for Popular Edu-
Ur country. The CPE is only one aspect of the
ucation for all in guy country since the Revolution.

on and training have j -
. - increased a hundredfold
education and work training relevant 1o our needs, our situatjon

Knowledge in the Service of the People

For the first time in our history knowle

dge is being made available to the
people who hold the keys of our culture, knowledge %vhi:hedg::l rlle:)lil(::or?w in
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the alienating forms of colonial education.

An important part of this process of cultura
contact between the educated elite and the masses,
lution.

Members of these two traditionally separated classes todayisr;?z;:n:n?l;s
strength from each other within the ranks of our mass 0:3}?2 - ur;iversity
our new political process in general. In the NWO, sisters. community work
training or who work behind a desk must collaborate 1;1 how to work
with sisters who never finished primary school and who 221? other. In our
the land for a living. They must respect and suppprt_?lian life must take
People’s Militia 2 man or a woman who is a teacher In cl‘gf his/her students.
orders from a squad leader who not so long ago was otr;:; educated and the
In our political education classes or study groups. ce to the benefit of
under-educated pool their ideas, and their life experien
both, to the achicvement of deeper insights for both. the honesty to call it

For, yes, we have political education, and we ha;’;‘e ibbean Basin doesn’t
political education. The television network of our ta'rc:n’ it doesn’t call its
call its canned-in-the-US programmes ‘po]%ucal edL;lca leo 1Ie political educa-
massive onslaught of advertising on the minds (-)f ' . %tifal education’. The
tion’; it doesn’t even call its slanted ne\.vscastmg po engaged in political
news media of the Caribbean don’t admit that they a;:ts in Grenada, inter-
education, with their blanket of silence on develoic’lmrepOrts on Soviet MIG
rupted only be prefabricated editorials on us, ar;‘s wharf.
fighters that are unloaded in crates on the St Qeorg ajor aspect of the defence

Yes, the political education of our peopleisam Jbehind the smokescreen
of our culture. For our people must b,e able tg S?Ebean_ They must not be
created by the US-controlled media 18 the ka:lo control our destiny. Qur
blinded to the realities of the forces which see1 their own situations and
people must have the facts, the power to analyse

make choices.

| regeneration is the new
facilitated by our Revo-

A Confident Flowering of the Arts fter years
] . fe have aiter
rity of Caribbean I;ilc;E’YSes of the world

American TV '
;inerican interests? What cho:c_e doe§ 3::::
se, given the subtle. insidious impen

What choosing power do the majo
of being hammered with lmage?
situation seen through the eyes © i
majority of Caribbean people ex?:e"
political education that Fhey rece:f .ur seop!
The awakened consmousréess od (:o P tion ©
i hand, an
expression on the one hand, Lure. .
bogne fruit in the regerefd T 95 Oel;:i(r:l:lin Grenada a confident ﬂowde '5:?14:(:{
irst place, we are wilne: _ music, drama an .
g fmwsa“h of creativity in pm?m'“(‘songany is on tour in North
e e o ent our National Performing :ﬂlP
is mom '
:::netlr}::a n::fter a2 most successful tour of Englan
: ]

If-
ir newly-won access (0 5¢
i then; the other, already have
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The ; -
Grenad:tlf:gf] 0growth of (?xrenz.adlan literature is particularly note-worthy.
oatue o representauon.l.n the impressive hall of fame of Caribbean
cystom and thau§e of the traditional under-development of our education
e Reuot e aclk of self-awareness of our people. But in the 3% years of
Grenadians p(:: ;ec:lnet we can boast that never before have so many

. o paper, never before have th i

Gre;}z:dlans been recorded in print. the voices of so many

e i . )
trikes ﬁig“’;i‘é ste_lf knowledge and pride of our people is something which
dimensions of c?ﬂi?;rr]e of all who visit our land. The growth, too, of new

— new a M . . . .

we take for granted. attitudes, new behaviours, new routines which

Grenadians are Walking in New Ways

For culture i

of our share:; l?;ﬁ-?ns ﬁnd the deeper processes which throw up the arts. All

all of these are culltSL; all of our colle_ctive responses to our common situation,

surfacing to the lightre.fj:]nd toda).r in Grenada our long-submerged culture is

We are walking i of day, but it is also growing new leaves, new flowers.

* The “c’jdeu:g In new ways that are our ways. ’

a rural villagse ifjtr;(il;nother living in her little house on her plot of land in

to participate’ in her gzon fer hat to come out at seven o’clock in the evening

all that is going on aOEaLCouncll meeting, for she wants to keep abreast of

granted that everyor;e rr’rllust 2:;u1:'-3 shehhas her piece to say, and takes I for

* The youth whose I is or her piece.

end, Wh}c’) new \::1}?:: ;get}? at;?m. included liming on the bridge for hours on

in community work — fc? IS;:llphne of attending meetings and participating

protection of the or who must be responsible for the building and

* The young ofCO!%rgunny but the people who live there?

defence of her reTcl)]utlf{;?lged sister who steps forward to participate in the

trolling the anti-aircraft n;at(::;lim v manipulating an automatic rifle of cor

sisters and brothers. ne, guarding the beach with the rest of her

* The young Pi

phone in ordir tznfigi\::?: }slgiic;(a)ril:e stood upon  chair to reach the mict

Eef%le a gathering of 10,000 peaple y message or recite a revolutionary poem

€ youn ; e
what wey eat %hprzloxrg)lr? ;f:)l;:::ﬁl:’lﬂlfngly to the land to ensure that we grow
5 : .
To-‘l:;mem and the new farm schoo;:; the Revolution such as the Co-operatii®
e women and . X
go into the nation’srgzrt;g(::i 2::1 ii(:ll'(l:r}é'smiﬁg down to discuss what should
. . naing t. i
reciou £ that we

Fnoditiess tflt:;;’-tagn exch.ange on commodities whichci?:ec;he folly Of: asg;f

re considered life blood by people as poor a;) not lnee_, gther
ourselves in

Caribbean countries, whe
s re the medi
tastes of the people. dia allows the transnationals to shape the
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Taking Destiny into Their Own Hands

All of these images of cultural regeneration, images of a people taking their
destiny into their own hands. This, comrades, is what is threatened by
CI_Jlturai imperialism, which aims at the very opposite, focussing our indi-
vidual energies upon a foreign ideal which militates against our own develop-
ment as a people. And because of this threat, Intellectual and Cultural
Workers of our region have a real responsibility to ensure that this threat is

defeated.

We know, of course, that imperialism is we
and financial resources. Yet it is clear there are
and cultural workers can do.

Firstly, intellectual and cultural workers
organised and united regionally.

Secondly, intellectual and cu
energetically to forge closer links —
and help them to raise their conscio
by the lies and distortions of imperia
to understand the new revolutionary va
in the Caribbean today.

Thirdly, inteltectual and cultural workers must for

between People’s Politics and People’s Culture. o
Fourthly, intellectual and cultural workers must unite 1n strength to

expose the warmongers and the merchants of neutron death. And in this con-
text they must struggle hard to ensure that the Caribbean in reality becomes
a zone of peace, independence and development.

Fifthly, intellectual and cultural workers must s
dence for our people.

And, because we know ¢
objectives, among others, we are
period.

1l organised and rich in human
hings that our intellectual

have to respond by becoming

ltural workers must move creatively and
direct links — with the Caribbean masses,
usness so that they would not be misled
lism: so that they would be better able
lues and processes that are being built

ge in reality the link

truggle for real indepen-

rence aims at achieving these

hat this histori¢ confe ! -
to be your hosts during this

doubly happy

LONG LIVE INTELLECTUAL AND CULTURAL WORKERS OF OUR
CARIBBEAN, LATIN AMERICA AND THE WORLD!

LONG LIVE THE STRUGGLES OF OUR PEOPLE FOR THE FULLEST
CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT!

LONG LiVE THE STRUGGLES O
BUILD THEIR OWN PROCESS!

LONG LIVE THE STRUGGLING PEOPLES O
LATIN AMERICA!

FORWARD EVER! BAC

F OUR PEOPLE FOR THE RIGHT TO

F THE CARRIBEAN AND

KWARD NEVER!
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18. Long Live the Women of

Free Grenada!

Address to the First Congress of The National
Women’s Organisation, St. George’s, Grenada,
6 December 1982

afgrm‘;a:’ty ca)ﬂd government salu.tes this historic first congress of our National
s Organisation and this outstanding tribute to the free, fighting
\‘\"Oflnf.‘;l1 of free and revolutionary Grenada. ’
hiSt:)ﬂcasﬁEsierloil llzng, hhard road to this day. This fifth anniversary, this
amount of sacrifi%:e Ssa tﬁn:leo tdcome about easily, without tremendous
lea%ng women of our Country,n ous amount of struggle on the part of the
greateaz?ljile\?:fnglltlz f)t;u gele in several different ways. We can recognise the
fact that when thi N t(_)ur fighting ;women if we just pause to consider the
on December 10th 15;17]7'0%1 Women’s Qfganisation was formed five years ag0
our country getting t we were talking about 60 of the leading women of
dawn of our Revol. together. A few years later on March 13th, 1979, the
as late as Decembe:-lt;gré,o there were only 120 women in the NWO. And even
the country. Yet by D the figure stood at only 1,500 in 47 groups around
’ y December 1981, as a result of that massive mobilisational

drive that ran from Jul
¥ to December, we i the
world that our NWO now stands at 6,500 St?;igable today to proclaim fo

Sacrifice and Suffering Brought Achievements

And comrades, as Comrade Ph
about as a result of tremendo
(()}1;\1]'? country — exploitation from slav
-ism, neocolonial i
the women of our cc)l.lmli1 de&;:l}ihncg b oty etion and suffering whict 5%
before the Revolution gploitzrigilm\)’:;lw::}; oy e of thers U"employed
having to subject the, 1 ey wom thout Jeonk,
mselves to sexy i M arm. Tor W
having tc ‘ xual exploitation i work,
ity leave, without the vt et without any e it ary i
at b rade unio i i
g?)yoforo.i?ua.l w?rk, exploat‘atlon which saw th.:..1 S\;':E:ll DUtf e e eql‘ltﬁ
pportunity for developing themselves individually Ialu?d ((:Jc!)jl;ec?ng;y &th
ctively,

no opportunity to participate in a i
own country. democratic way in the running of their

yllis was pointing out, this achievement came

ery, through colonialism, Gairyism
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This exploitation left the women of our country with no peace but only
with harassment as a result of the brutal beatings of their husbands, sons
and brothers and as a result of the brutal humiliation that they themselves
had to be subjected to at the hands of Gairy’s green beasts, secret police and
mongoose gang,

All of this exploitation and suffering never for one moment daunted the
courage and fighting spirit of the Grenadian women who always came back
fighting. At every stage of our history from slavery, through colonialism and
Gairyism we have been able to see this struggle and fight on the part of our
women.

Let’s consider the recent past — the last 12 years. Who can ever forget the
glorious marches of 1970 led by the nurses of our country, marches that were
not called to get better wages for themselves but marches and demonstrations
called because of their concern over lack of bandages and medicines and
aspirins and basic facilities in ‘what was being called a hospital but could
better have been described as the third department of La Qua’s Funeral
Agency. Who could ever forget that year and the struggle and courage of

those nurses.

And who can ever forget 1971 when t
came out in their thousands protesting Gairy's attempt 10 g
Board and Nutmeg Association from them. .

Who could ever forget 1973 when the women of our country weré 1n the
forefront of the people’s struggle against Lord Brownlow, that foreign para-
site who believed he could come to our country and lock up our beaches
claiming it was part of his property!

Who could ever forget the large number of our women who went to the
airport in April 1973, after Jeremiah Richardson one of our first martyrs —
was murdered by a police bullet — and faced the guns and pressures of

Belmar and his henchmen.

Who can forget the massive turn ou
vention on Independence in May 197 -
November of the same year! Who can forget their
they called on Gairy to resign and when they €
Council in order to effect a smooth transition to power 0

ment! . . .
Who can forget the glorious saga of our fighting wormen in our streets in
January 1974, when for 21 days one third of our population marched every

i i the dictator to resign.
g 0 o T ’ 1974, when our women had to face the

Who can forget January 2lst 1ad
bullets, bullpistlfs and sticks of the Mongoose Qang and‘the cn.mmal elements
in Gairy’s armed forces and the courage and dignity with which our women

stood up and fought back!

he women farmers of our country
rab their Nutmeg

t of our women at the People’s Con-
3, and at the People’s Congress in
fighting spirit then when
Jected a National Unity
f the new Govern-

i f 1974 and 1975, the daily acts

Wh forget throughout that penogi o ' ;
of hergi;:nthg:gour women performed: hiding and burying gasoline to ensure
ound the country during those difficult

that dership could move ar
mgntli'x};? ekn:uring tl;uat the newspaper of our party always came out regardiess
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of its suppression by the Gairy dictatorship: week after week finding paper,
moving the roneo machine around from house to house to avoid detection;
writing the articles and typing, producing and distributing the newspapers.

Who can forget all of that heroism! Who can forget the tremendous
acts of self-sacrifice and courage played by one of our great national heroes,
an elderly sister in her 60s, a sister who hid members of the party in the
underground days and who every single Saturday morning would leave
her house on Lucas Street and go outside with bundles of newspapers and
pass those papers ina hidden form to different bus drivers going to St Patrick’s
and St Andrew’s.

And who can forget that fateful Saturday morning while carrying out her
usual revolutionary task of distributing the paper how this sister was uf-
fortunately crushed by a bus after slipping and falling! Who can ever forget
the outstanding, unparalleled qualities of Sister Edith McBain, one of the
main heroes of the Grenada Revolution'

Our Women Played Their Role on March 13th 1979

And, as we know, comrades, plus courage was shown not just before the
Revolution but also after the Revolution. If the women of our country had
not come out in their tens of thousands on Revolution morn, if they had not
brought water and food to the revolutionary troops, the new troops freshly
created from the youth and unemployed in our country, if they had not
come out and cooked the food and joined their menfolk in going to the
police stations to ensure that the white flags of surrender were put up, maybe
March 13th could have had a different meaning,.

And who will ever forget after the Revolution the historic rally on June
19th 1980, when we were commemorating Heroes Day as we know the
women of our country were in the majority at that historic rally, and when
the born.b went off and those murderers who had planned to wipe out the
Ieadersl}np were able to sit back and count the totality of their destruction,
what dxq we find: 97 of our people sent to the hospital, 80 of them women,
40 hospit'ahsed, 36 of them women; 3 murdered, all of them women. today,
%I;(r:ﬁazfzx; we salute the memory and the sacrifice of Laurice, Laureen and

Today, comrades, we also think of the heroic layed in
tra‘fkmg down those vicious counter—revolutionaritracsﬂirggr r‘;)()trz:?is%eg with
their _work on June 19th 1980, proceeded on November 17th of the samé
year in one single night to murder five of our patriots, all young sons of our
Revolution. And when the People’s Mititia and the ,other sections of our
Armed Forces under the leadership of General Austin decided to look for

them, and when revolutionary justice w. :
it . as handed en in
our militia were again in the forefront. out to them, the wom

Today’s first congress,

therefore, symbol; d
achievements for all of th rugglen Ao e et

ese sacrifices and struggles. And the reward is a very
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rich one, comrades. We have seen it in the regional and international support
for this first congress and for the NWO in general which has come from all
around the world from peace-loving, democratic gnd prOgressive organisations
hailing the achievements of the NWO and welcoming this historic day. it

We have seen it by the presence today of comrades from the 1001]:31:6
world, in particular from the Soviet Union and Cf.lba, by comrades w ‘ta'cular
come from Europe, and from Asia where the fighting people of one par le and
country, in February 1978, buried feudalism in _the:r own coulrlltryhoic 2
for all and began a process of socialist construction and smcetr entl a eeo o
harassed night and day — we welcome the delegate from the fighting peop
of Af istan. .

‘;\Vf};zgl:gﬂthis reward today, comrades, in the presence of our sgte.rls)g:;?
the United States and Canada, from Central America and from theb o mpl :
So there is no doubt that the NWO and this f@rst cOngress ];123 rg:; areppré{
rewarded by the presence of so many outstanding fighters, the fi

sentatives of the women of their own countries.

Widespread National Support for the NWO

d the
But we must also mention the great local support that the NWQ an

. The massive
first congress have received by our OWn peg[;le O{o(r;r;?l?sﬁions of youth,
number of solidarity messages from so many different org

— departments, and
i ies and government
students, workers, farmers, from ministr ge o ame out and demon-

from state enterprises. All sections of our PBOPI " and love for the women
strated in a conerete and practical way their 5’_"93:)’; They have also demon-
of our country and theit leadin};g mi;f ;T;I;;Z? :;ff{;rings they have given 10
strated their support, in part, throt

thiiicong?ss- we can speak today with the fullest cpnﬁden:s;oib:?lrﬁz
hone:?;raang, the firmest conviction o.f the rise of e}:sa:::ct)ﬁg]the ng'ﬂ ¢ the
women of our country, of the growth in consc:lm:iser:ﬁ 58 Ao o almost
our country, of their greater commitment an s

unbelievable unity.

We can also see the greater 1T
in their self-respect and dignty. ! thes
express themselves, to give vent

. itical creativity. o
expression to their cultural and pOi:(lfm the level and quality of organisation

i remar ' . :
Today, we cai ge:;:)a:nn}l){imem them for the ever increasing et)rc:ir:il:e c:"
of our women an our new democracy. And what a famas;:cin l.epagriﬂg
people’s power b}l;vo sisters have had over these past few months in p
democracy our

for this gsvncg)rgss-a fully democratic organisation. This can be seen by the fact
The Is 3

the age of 14, as well
) . i« open to any woman over the
tha:, ey :t;orra’t‘ll:: lr:ghf of its members to decide its programme and
as by its respec

internationalism of our women, 'the _ga:owth
n their self-confidence, in their ablhty.to
heir ideas and views and to give
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poelicy. The NWO also insists that every three vears all members have the right
to elect their National Executive and to ensure that these officers are
accountable and responsible throughout their three-year term.

In every sense we have seen over these past months a fantastic exercise in
democratic participation by the women of our country. This has not been a
case where the President of the NWO suddenly descended on this conference
centre one December morning and said that this is the programme for the

next three years, as is the traditional pattern of many so called democratic
organisations,

An Activity in Democracy

Contrary to that approach, the executive of the NWO over a period of several
months, firstly prepared a draft outline of the programme for the next three
years, circulated this programme in typed form to every member of the
NWO and then for a period of several months, hundreds of discussions at
group, parish and delegate levels analysing the document, criticising and
evaluating it, searching for new ideas, for clearer formulations and more
concrete perspectives were held.

The result of this activity in democracy has been such that the original
draft programme has undergone tremendous changes and the final version
which was read here this morning by Comrade Phyllis Coard represents, in
fact, a document that has been put under the microscope, subjected to
numerous discussions by all NWO members and undergone a number of
concrete changes. 1 would like now, comrades, to look at a few of the
changes, because 1 think it is very important for us to see the practical im-
portance and value of democracy and democratic participation.

In the first draft it was stated that the main problem facing women was
jobs, but after very serious discussion at group, parish and national levels, the
women had a closer look at that analysis and decided that instead they should
speak of two main problems and two main tasks. The analysis that produced
that change was fundamental because what the sisters concluded was that it
was not enough in our context and conditions to simply speak of unemploy-
ment as being the main problem, Rather, it was necessary to examine at the
same time how to go one step further, and look at how we can solve
unemployment in a productive way that could benefit the country at large.

Coming out of that analysis, the sisters were able to go back and do a lot
more concrete research, work out figures on the likely availability of jobs
over the next three years, examine what kinds of skills would be required in
the workforce over the next three years, analyse whether or not those women
presently out of jobs were likely to fill the jobs coming on stream, and if not
look for the type of training necessary for those tasks: jobs for <;ur women,
yes, but because of the increasing complexity of the economy and the new
skills needed, the second priority linked to the first priority must be training
and education for the women of our country. That is how it came about
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that the programme speaks so concretely about politic_al edl_lcgtlon, academic
education, social education, skills training and leadership training.

Comrades, our party and government certainly want to BIve our tota{
support to this new formulation and analysis. It is our confident expec
tation that over the next few years we will wipe out unemployment in ﬁui
country but in order to do that in a fully productive way we m‘_'lsit ensttlriet ua
as the new jobs are created our people have the necessary skills to ta P
tho jobs.

';;: en‘:nj)?: Sthan 23,000 people before the Revolution who were o.ut'?f
work has now become 5,600, 4,000 of them being.v_vomen, the va.stl m}?lcl)sno)r(
of whom do not have primary school leaving certificates or speciai ski
training for most jobs.

Butgwﬁile o; i]he one hand that is the reality facing us, on the othelrehZZE:t,
the needs of the economy are very different. We estlmahte, fort ?}‘:-szye;rs _
in agriculture 2,500 jobs are likely to be created over the r;f::ral e ste
jobs for tractor drivers, soil scientists, farm managers, agnchl o on; jobs that
accountants, co-operative farmers, extension officers and s the’ s of
demand skills for the modernised agriculture that we are i the p

building. jobs we expect
It is the same in construction, comradest‘hﬂ;eyi;org?vﬁf;‘;é?n]ijrse plumlfers,

; i next thre
to be created in construction over the o tects, mechanics, SUTVeYOTS,

.. ainters P s
electricians, masons, carpenters, p But the most cursory examination will

soil testers, engineers, and so ofl. ow have the
show that mosgt of the unemployed women today do not n

- jobs.
necessary skills or training 1o tak.e o tl?es: ;?[l)east another 500 jobs should be
It is not far different in tourism Wher o the new international air-

created in the next three years particularly tream. And again, these new
port and new hotels and restaurants come on streatl.

. ill.
i i ire a certain measure of ski ’ i who can
JOb‘?&"i‘tﬂ}? cz:lljrrﬁ?clillllrs‘:rial expansion oo, W€ will be looking for people

il dern equip-
i have the ability to use mo
write, but who also he. : orn equip
?n();ntoggdrfg:h:?)?ogy. In all areas, therefore. it 1S Qlll:le cl:rz:lr tll;a;teg ¢ answer
is no I to simply say that if we find jobs for the upgl premalin ren the
1:r(?glteongi;‘.ermrer because the question that will increasingly
m k)

kind of jobs and Wha:ikln?fofvsekl;l:e to scientifically prep;.u'e for the fun‘lr::é
- Therefore, Com;;aft:s;)ur main priority must be 10 provide the 3Pf}§gf’::ey
it must be COrre‘:tt'on for those still unemployed in order to;n;ur: e other
training and educart he jobs once they come on stream. And t erdi
are able to take up ¢ det programme was affected by t_horgugh ¢ : m
examples of how t.he ra made by the sisters which I think is exl_fe“lle y lthe

Another anal).rsls hw?s ven if the training is provided we wil} stilf avet .
portant. They said t a{ ;] ose unemployed sisters have children, apd mos od
problem that many 8 TV L Phire help to look after the children, an
them do not hi” fh:tary help, and therefore the questlon_of 'the day care
contx Cam:lo[:rge;r;z;y and nursery facilities also became major issues.
centres an -
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When they analysed the question in detail they discovered that it was not
just about the number of jobs and the type of training required for those
jobs, but also about where the children would be put when those sisters take
up jobs for the first time in their lives. And the answer to that question is not
easy.

The sisters, therefore, concluded correctly that because day care centres
are very expensive they would have to better maintain those that we have.
They would have to put more voluntary labour into maintaining the existing
plant.

They are pointing vut, secondly, that one way in which we can ensure that
we build more day care centres is if the furniture and toys required for the
existing ones are built by the women of our country on a voluntary basis.
They are pointing out, thirdly, that in order for those we have to continue
operating and for more to come on stream, the women must give of their
time voluntarily in order to look after the children in the day care centres.
Furthermore, they are pointing out that it is critically important to expand
and deepen their international work and through this means seek ways of
receiving internationalist assistance in the form of equipment and materials
for the construction and equipping of these centres.

Collective Input and Wisdom

The point is, comrades, that out of the discussions a very concrete anatysis
restulted and its concreteness shows that a realistic approach is being taken to
this question of day care facilities. The democratic discussions have led to 2
more elaborate and concrete document and one that is much more valuable
because it reflects the collective input and wisdom of all NWO members.

Also, as a result of the discussions, more concrete ideas have come up with
regards to legal reform, the solution of social problems, price control, culture
aﬂd_ sports, all areas where women face problems. In fact, as the result of 2
natlonal-l survey among 700 NWO members, a debate that was going on for
some time within the organisation was finally answered. This survey estab-
hsh.et.i .that the women of the NWO also wanted to be involved in sporting
activities. And this in turn led to a decision that from next year and over the
ne)ft_t.hree years, the NWO will give high priority to organising sporting
activities for the women of our country. And I feel that too is very important
for our women.

The discussions also revealed that a number of the problems faced by the
%;lgam;atlor? are problems which can be solved by the women themselves.
NWE()_!) ;?;:r:g;fl:,w?rrk.example’ a shortage of quality full-time workers fof

And one of thei‘r creative solutions to this problem is the prOposal to
develop new commitiee structures at the national parish and group levels.
At the national level the approach will be not just to rely, as they had don®
in the past, on the members of the national executive who are greatly over
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worked but to develop instead a number of national committees with a
national executive member leading each committee. _ .
At the parish level the idea is not just to rely on the parish executive
members of the NWO, but also to have those members develop and lead a
number of parish committees that would share the wlork.‘Ar_ld at the group
level to develop group committees also aimed at diversifying and sharing
the work among more sisters. I )
As to the problem of inactive members, a problem faced b}; all organ
isations that have grown large, where you discpver that very © t;:]n it lS':
minority of women who are every day engaged in copcrete work,'t e way i
which our NWO sisters have handled this problem 'ts_tlo recognise fEh_at :;'t
activity very often relates to a lack of interestipg activities and ]E(l SL;f lfi‘:;:ivi
exciting programme, and therefore, ultimately it relates toa lack ot €

leadership at the group level.

Proposed Training Courses

o develop three new types of
dership at the middle and b?,se
g with vibrancy and active

Their proposed solution to this problem is t
training in order to train the new political leade:
level, the cadres required to get the groups goin

articipation of all members. .. :
’ Onep of these training course will concentrate on !301:103.1 ecliélga:‘;)tn;:l;z
where every month, 12 members of each group will be smﬁand-out e
political education talk will be given along with a wnttir; this knowledge
which it will be the responsibility of these 12 sisters to 18

back to their groups. . .
A seco?xlé grrnetlquod of training will be 2 two-%lo;r Af;dg;};ﬁ)y t;ailllllif:g

programme every fortnight, over a [hree-m(?ﬂth penod' hip trainin,g course

method will be a combined political ecucation and i;a ership

over six months, utilising one weekend in every mqlgl hl' ogramme is main-
| have absolutely no doubt, comrades, that if this Prog

iti i d leadership
i ith i -« on political education. an
tained. with 8 fene o emphama;)reagy we would have seen a tremendous

ini ne of next year seer mer
.tralmfig. th‘iﬁebé uja‘;ity of work, and on the Jevel of organisation, within the
impact on ,
NWO. f its seriousness and its
i i me, because of its
We are convinced that hS Lol will increase even more the

cortest identifiation of the majer IOV LRy WO already posses.
i isati ills
quality of organisational §

Expansion of our women's Human Rights
i ivi few months, all this discussion
this activity over the last _ ' '
Comr?des, e e :l:mo::sracy, as being the way In which real qcmm{a;:c
oa bemgt'ge:uslt?:uld take place. We see this as being a real expansion 0 the
participatiol
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human rights of our women.

In many other ways, the NWO and the Revolution have expanded the
human rights of the women of our country. The equal pay for equal work
decree was an expansion of human rights. The prohibition of sexual exploit-
ation by men in return for jobs was also a new human right, The Maternity
Leave Law which stipulates that for three months during and just after preg-
nancy that women are entitled to such leave, and are entitled to have their
jobs back at the end of such pregnancy, that too was another real expansion
of the human rights of our women.

The Community Health Brigades that the women have been developing in
order to improve the health conditions of their families and themselves are
too an expansion of the human rights of our sisters. The benefits received
together with other workers, through the National Transport Service, the
Rent Law, the increased workmen’s compensation, the Third Party Insurance
law which ensures that buses must now be insured for at least $100,000 so
that in the event of accident there will be reasonable compensation for
the family, the free milk programme, the housing repair programme — all of
these programmes which the women, together with the men of our country,
have benefited from are, in our view, real expansions of the human rights
that the women of our country have been able to enjoy for the first time.

New Class Formations

_l want to focus for a while on the question of jobs, Iooking at this questiodl
in the context of the growth, the role and the importance of the working
class women of our country. Obviously, the more workers that come into the
wquforce the greater should be our production. The speed at which we can
bm.lg more workers into production will help to determine the pace at
which we can make the transition from the path of socialist orientation to
that of socialist construction in our country,

As more and more women come in from the working class and assume
positions of leadership in the National Women’s Organisation, and receive
scientific training as leaders, then more and more the new working class that
develt_)ps will be a more mature, more class-conscious and more organised
working clas§. So this question of the expansion of the women workers in
our country is really a very, very important question for us here in Grenada.
‘ We.have done an analysis of 275 of the 300 plus delegates who are attend-
ing this Congrgss. A poll was done of these sisters and they were asked to
answer a questionnaire with various questions like where they are working,
how long they have been working there, their social class background and
that of their families and so on. And from this analysis we have been able to
discover th_at of the 275 delegates who were polled 180 of them were
employed in one way or the other, and of this 180, 67% of them werc

members of the working class, the rural working class or they are NWO
part-time and full-time workers.
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From the urban and rural working class there are 91 delegates in that
figure of 180 who are employed. That is 50.5% of all of the emgloyed dele-
gates are from the urban and rural working class. Add to this 30 m(;rle
delegates who are NWO part time and full time workcr§ (16..5% oftfhe toth)
and we have a grand total of 121 of these sisters coming directly from the
working class or 67% of all of the delegates who are present. ,

Now, that is a highly significant development. These flgures are ;xtrergxeei
revealing because they confirm a number of things which wc;l ave Otran
thinking more and more about. They confirm first of ail that the (:C(I;Fsheg
has in fact been growing, something that has been independently es z el'()bs
by the World Bank, among others. They confirm too that many mor Jand
have been created for our unemployed people, particularly our women, nd
most of all they confirm the development of new class formations in ©
P lass background

If we compare the social class backgr .
delegates with l:’their own, you begin to set how important theste ﬁg?r:ﬁ at;::é
Because what these figures also show is that over one quarter

i . f the
mothers of these delegates are housewives aril oggogggiotfot tf:il:ymt Z}zrgwere
delegates themselves being housewives, that only 25. g working class ad

working class as compared to 67% of the delegates belk e compared o

that only 2.2% of the mothers were intellectual worke

fully 25% of the delegates being intellectual workers. - a very fundamental
In one short generation, we are able already tolsel e tions in our

change and development taking place in the overal 1C amem T e working

country and in particular, the working class. The dev_e op e uction and for

class carries tremendous implications for increasing P

building the new society- .
Comrades, | want to end on a point
President — the question of the internationa -
do and the critical question of peace. Wom - Jue
women even more than mef, because women a

ibility to ensure peace. e iotarnation-
gree\ll\t"; essl(;:j;b:heyNwo has, in fact, begun {0 assume more of its inte

lidarity days are being held with
al.iSt responsibil.i ties. 2& (1);: ﬁgfe ?n(g%ic:e poiit)i(cal education ;al}l:s a(r;er ::;35
d.l fferent struggling pe pmer‘nbers of the NWO are members of t leR lations
given. More a nd more mple, Comrade Claudette Pitt, Internationa gall :1 o
Peace Council For“%ais F:;n’executi'«'e member of the Grenada P_ea;ecl 0 t'on.
Secretary O.f the N ber of the Women's International Der-nocranc_ e era !r hé
The NWO is 2 ne fr rogressive jnternational womens orgamsbaenog.f iy
the .largest and mo}f]w}()) Comrade Phyllis C'oard. is 3 rr_aem[h‘r e
Presnc‘ient of the ‘s F,mnt against Aggression. and earherkJ is b){a e
Continental ‘Wor.nencampaign with the peoples of El Salvador, Namibia : y
National Solidarity he NWO commanded a lot of enthusiasm _and recew;
Angola organise? b¥ tm our people. In fact, $8.000 were ralsed'for the
a lot lof ?upep:or:n fri:hters in El Saivador and 500 boxes of clothing were
struggling 1re

of the mothers of these

hat was raised by your comrade
kst work that our women have to
just as men, and, perhaps
he childbearers, have a
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senltth the refugees of Angola and Namibia

Is our view j :

deoponed oo strenl;tht;eedpell)rty and' government that this work has to be

of ur commry, 1 Eher tecause 1t 1s extremely important for the wonten

wants progy Lt is | portant because the National Women's Organisation

gressive. devslopoment a;il;;mless fo.r all of its members. It wants security, pro-

of this cammot nomn ynd ong life for the children of our country. But all

are being made eoner in the context of an unstable peace, where threats
St our process and other revolutionary processes, where

tension prevails in .
the region. Th
X . Therefo - .
ensure these objective needs are met ¢, peace I the first requirement to

What Development Really Means

If we look at thj ion i
e impliest athgl:oc\l:iisnon in terms of development, we can say that develop-
the apmplie edu‘:miong ice(;:tc;lmg, mo}ie jobs for the people, more benefits in
) are, housing, water and food. De
. . Development

>

st
rong armed forces based, in particular, on the

But all of th
ese aspects of infi
finally compared to the most i rastructure are really very important when

completely exposed, on the need to suppo atn;facmri"g neutron bombs are
rt the people of the Sovi i
et Union

u v S 0O use nucled
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concept which was continued and developed even further by the late Leonid

llych Brezhnev, another foremost champion and stalwart for peace.

~ We need, in practice, to get the women in our NWO to understand the
importance of having this Caribbean declared a Zone of Peace, Independence
and Development. They must understand that such a declaration means an
end to military bases set up without the consent of the people in a particular
country; an end to aggressive military manoeuvres that threaten the peace of

the region; an end to the use of mercenaries against other people’s processes,
the right of all peoples to build their own process in their own way, after
free

their own image and likeness, free from all forms of outside dictation,
from all threats, free from the big stick.

This must be something that is concrete in the minds of our women.
Because, if we are able to get these aspects of the Zone of Peace principle
accepted, in practice, think of what it would mean for Cuba, for Nicaragua,
for the revolutionary process in Suriname, and for our own revolution in

Grenada.

Real Necessities for the Present

We have to begin to see these concepts not as abstractions but as real
necessities that the present period demands. Establishing a Zotie of Peace
Independence and Development means guaranteeing the right of all colonial
peoples to become fully independent and free. If that was fully accepted
think of what it would mean for the patriots of Puerto Rico who are today
still fighting for their independence.

as part of

If the right of a people to shake off oligarchs. and dictators,
accepted, think of what it would mean

their right to self-determination were .
for the peoples of El Salvador, Guaternala, and Honduras, people fighting
against military and other dictatorships who although oppressed yet see
tremendous support being given to their Oppressors by the United States, In

particular. . .
Think of what it would mean for us if thi

really became accepted in practice and put an end
forms of propaganda destabilization, economic aggression an
political and diplomatic isolation, military threats and the use o

force against any other country. o
Thir%k of what that would mean for the prospects a'nd possxb:l'lu.es of
pment for all of our people in Grenada!

peaceful and progressive develo ! J
i i erstand more and

des, this gquestion of peace. of getting to un (
S v ing the womnen in the NWO

more what is meant by the Zone of Peace, of getti
to really internalise all of its concepts and begin 10 speak more and more

to our people about its importance is something that we can never under-

estimate.

s Zone of Peace declaration
d once and for all to all
d destabilization,
{ military
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Importance of Ideological Pluralism

Linked ; .
“:}I:ate t;gt};glfg:SIOffp?ace is the important question of ideological pluralism.
a right to choo P hO' ideological pluralism really says is that everybody has
body has the l”iSll?ut(eu own way of developing their own country, that every-
foras and to dgevel(())pdft:ﬁlqe their own social, economic, cultural and political
] eir countries in thei i e ofi
belﬁlwaged to get these concepts accepted ir way. A major struggle is still
er ’
example g(f:etr:e c?i?fR’CQM Heads of Government meeting was a classic
ere people at th lcu1t1es of getting these concepts accepted, because there
Principles. And SOiE Lo?fe}rence who were opposed to these fundamental
opinion in the Car-bi of these people having been exposed before public
agreement, and th ¢ Gean are now pretending that they never had any dis-
our peoplé Kknow ai ren;lda is making up something on them. But as all of
and the New Je“:elc;\:]ma ¢s, we in the People’s Revolutionary Government
the truth. Some of }?vemem never tell lies. We rely only on the facts and
Frionds in the so. }lt dese elements today are trying to get some of their
questions of a Zonca (} free press to pretend that at the conference the
e they wil adde tci)] eP:z(e::t iaond off ldeological pluralism (and 1 expect that
never discussed. n of the University of the West Indies) were
But th i
the ;eoplf ;?cérin;}:iat thgse matters were discussed, and it is important for
representatives make o t.he people of the region to insist that all of their
hove a right 10 kno a ]El)ubhc sltand on these critical questions. The people
Peace and on the r;;h\: oefr;:helr ITaders stand on this question of a Zone of
s people to devel i L .
OW‘I;’, :"?é};flpi kind o_f exposure therefore mus(:pbct:h(f;]g wn countries in (helr
to the prir?c:in i;cc?f{ltlldnue to say in Grenada: yes, to the Zone of Peace yes
versity of thg W i eo_loglcal pluralism, yes, to the need to kee the, Um':
o T of our p?;pllgdflsi :;15f a regional institution, and we havepno doubt
) ol ou
fight for these principles. r workers, farmers, youth, and women will
We know th . ]
up. We Know :}:a;)l:)ru;:eoe};lelmll reject all attempts at ducking and covering
ment continue to demaF:ld li;af'fhgﬂgg to insist that our Party and govern-
Peace. e Caribbean in fact is declared a Zone of
We are i
cortine t;or;lflidezttth;a]t our people and, among them, our women will
Guatemala Hon%ﬁr;s ;{;t'JuStd %Luiggles of the peoples of El Salvador
’ s 1 an tle. Qur people will . !
::161:1 rczvltl)tl;;t&zntary‘processes going forward in Cuba, Nicar‘;ozzm; edtg Sl}ppOrt
o Angola wﬁ ogn;e our dfullest support to the fighting peosle ;fr;dozz;%a;mfé
Africa, will contin u’: t‘;’ s::;y facing the threat of direct invasion from Soﬁth
their own territory, will C%?l(t)irrtmt:i people of Palestine in their just claim for
§ O support the peopl .
pAi‘OP l'e 3(:12 thlflr Western Sa_xhara, the people of Nan?ibi;) ii::af IiastlTlmor, the
rica all of the National Liberation Movements a;oundpth(::p»:ooi{isf?gul:th
rid fight-
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ing for peace, independence, justice and social progress for their people.

We have absolutely no doubt that the frec, fighting women of revolution-
ary Grenada with pens in their hands when necessary, with machines and
tractors when necessary, with cutlasses and forks when necessary, with their
organs of people’s power whei necessary, and with their guns when necessary
— will fight to safeguard our revolution, to build it and push it forward.

Confidence in Qur Heroic Women

We know that we can rely with the greatest of confidence on the heroic
fighting women of Grenada, We know we can rely on them to safeguard and
defend every nutmeg pod in our country, every cocoa tree in our country,
every single sapodilla in our country and the grains of hair on the heads of
ali the elderly and young people in our country.

Today, we salute the National Women’s Organisation and their First
Congress. We salute the work of our women over the years in production —
our women agricultural workers, our womei farmers, our women construc-
tion workers, our women in co-operatives and our women teachers, We salute
the tremendous work the Ministry of Education and Women’s Affairs has
played over the years and in particular the role which has been played by
Comrade Jacqueline Creft as Minister of Education.

Today, we salute the creation of the new Ministry of Women’s Affairs for
the first time in the history of our country and the history of the English-
speaking Caribbean. We also salute the outstanding leaders of the NWO
for their tremendous courage, discipline, dedication and self-sacrifice. We
commend them for their outstanding organisational qualities, for the scien-
tific work which they have done over the months and years to ensure that
the NWO is today what it is. And in particular, we salute the tremendous
work that has been done by Comrade Phyllis Coard, the President of the

National Women’s Organisation.

We salute today, comrades,
of Laurice, Laureen and Bernadette,
martyrs and heroes who died in the cause ©
years.

Today, we are confident tha
forward with the tasks which you have set.
progress in production, education and training:
have set in political education, skills training, an

through the CPE will be followed: that the internatio work o
have outlined for yourselves will strengthen your responsibilities not oty
tld revolutionary process and to the

to the tion but to the wo
Grenada Revolut i Jism. We are confident

struggle for peace and progress and against in_lperia . :
that our women in the fighting NWQ, conscious of their duties, will go

forward and will carry out these historic tasks.

the memory of Edith McBain, of Scotilda,
and so many unknown and unsung
f justice and freedom over the

t the National women's Organisation will go
hat you will continue to make
that the priorities which you
d academic education
nalist work which you




19. ‘Every Grain of Sand is

Ours!’

Radio/TV Address to the Nation, 2
1983, St. George’s, Grenada ‘o, 23 March

Tonight y
infofxl:in:no:fhalf olf our Party and government | have the responsibility of
country 3 fac geop e _that our Revelution is in grave danger and that our
lution. From tehe Wn.g Its gravest threat since our glorious March 13th Revo-
attack against oiw €nce in our possession we are convinced that an armed
organised ﬁnamcedr tCr(;lil:;;y bg dCUUﬂler-revolutionanes and mercenaries
. i ' s an i ; . 1 .
1mr81nlent and can come any day no‘:!ected by United States imperialism is
n

Plar pfe;r*;f:t’j giyls ago — on March 17th, to be precise — at our 1983 Budget
Reagan was beco revealed the analysis of our Party that the warmongering
possibility of militr:mg‘ increasingly desperate and in that desperation the
region — particul LY. rervention against the revolutionary processes in the

This seemed t‘;xr ¢ Ilba’ Nicaragua and Grenada — seemed inevitable.
their arrogant de:i C:! )g way out for the fascist clique in Washington because
The continuing e gns for regional and world domination continue to fail
increasing succge conomic crisis in the United States and its effects, the
Salvador, the C(i?]is' of éhe pOpu}ar liberation movements particularly ’i” El
Processe; in Cuba mI:in?:ar:;f: e;l:]r(lig (;md Sérengthening of the revolutionary

. ’ renads, the total coll agan’

so-cal ; o al collapse of Reagan’s
e Uls;ite(éagtbl:ean BaS}n ]nltlgtlve, and the growing p(,pulgr op osit?ogz in
imperialism mz:) es (:imd internationally to his mad nuclear policy iave made
! re desperate and d i .
in this region. etermined to halt revolutionary processes

Less
sources t;l:cril 2;*12:;]5;?“ s PUngCLY REVEALED what our intelligence

sis suggested; less that 36 ho
i . ' urs after we

ﬁ;lonpclﬁe::lo :\hlls possible danger, an all out invasion of Nicaragua ifg;tl?r? f(::::
trained F arie contingent of Somocista counter-revolutionaries - armed

4 » linanced and directed by the CIA — were dropped by ai !
Nicaragua, only 120 miles from its capital pped by airplanes into

It is important to note com :

rades, that this invasi
7. on cam

s;);i?fter }:he staterpent by the US Chief of Naval Operations eA?i):;{Ftl{three
bahi 138, t aththe _t1p1e had come ‘for the United States t01put ”:; fmteﬁ
ehind our rhetoric’. In other words he was saying that the U some tee
must back up its threats with military action. e United States

We now have concrete intelligence information which confirms the view

(]
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that the revolution will be faced with military aggression from imperialism.
ing us are more real and

With the attack against Nicaragua, the dangers faci
urgent. ‘

For some time now. our intelligence services have been gathering mform-
ation on counter-revoiutionary groups who have publicly declared their
intention to overthrow revolutionary governments in the region. What we

have discovered as a result are the following facts:
1. That the key counter-revolutionaries have been meeting more frequently
in recent times; ‘
2. That several of these corrupt, opportunist and reactionary _F:ements
who aspire to grab power have begun to resolve their leadership differences

with the aim of creating a more united counter-revolutionary front;

3. Th . co-ordination with the CIA has stepped up;
at their co-ordination w1 ¢ from the CIA in the form of

4, That they have received direct assistance II e o nsportation
mone ini thev have also received offers ' )
y, arms and training and they S O mediately on

logistical support and supplies and an undertaking th ’
launching the attack their declared counter-revolutionary government will

receive US recognition; i
5. We have bégent;ble to discover the name and full backg"our.id of;hz‘;ﬂ ahIJI;
CIA case officer responsible for co-ordinating the pref.e_n.t plot; wehirtz other
name, where he has worked before, his previous activities ar_nde\: ¢
revolutionary processes he has attempted to subvert 10 recent tll(m wn to have
6. Another CIA case officer involved in this operation lst noassinate the
been involved in directing and masterminding the operatlobn Obaf:slast
leadership that resulted in the murderous Jun_e 19th_ 1980 Cont; - Exiie Group
7. These elements have established direct links _wnh the du ‘:;[h oot
which was responsible for the Air Cub:.mﬂ disaster aln d i1.1 the invasion
counter-revolutionary elements who are right now 1o ve

of Nicaragua. t some
8. Withgthe assistance of the CIA, these ele'm"«nts ].laYe b {fl:,?:lz,tzog:mry -

of the criminal elements they hope to use 11 thi}:}:atslﬂig Somocista counters

trained in Miami in some of the same camps in whi

i i ined.
and various other mercenaries have be:sn :ngncm helped 0 Alocate different

9. As part of their planning proce : ‘ flerert
sets of tI;ese criminal IZounter-revolutionanes for the Eh);st;:atloa;t::zlcci dglz::ing
Nicaragua and Grenada and they _dec_:ided'sevegal \avaest;wse ;f.mmry tack during
this precise period in order t0 coincide with the mcuhﬂination y manoeuics
taking place in our region at this time and. as l‘fl I it he major
propaganda offensive of Reagan and his chief lieu

lutionary processes in the region. N
10. The main base of operation and activity

neighbouring territories, only 2 few miles awa o
ult of all this work on Ouf part

of these elements is one of our

y from Grenada.
e have been able not only to

ent and turn back our Revo-

11. As a res
uncover actual plans to overthrow our Goverr:'m A e 1o use, -
lution, but also the approximate number ot M
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approximate number and type of arms they possess, the kind of logistical
support they hope to receive. We know, comrades, the targets they intend
to destroy. We know many of the persons they plan to arrest, those they plan
n to strike terror and fear among the broad masses.
12. 1t is necessary, sisters and brothers, to doubly emphasise that we know
ture that they are hoping to use to launch

to kill and how they pla

the actual period in the near fu
their murderous attack.

Sisters and brothers, bearing in mind all of these facts, considering fh_e
clear and disturbing pattern of United States intervention and aggression in
g the invasion of Nicaragua now taking place,
nger which we face in this period is real and
t of the United States of America, who is also
Chief of the armed forces, states publicly and clearly that
is a threat to the national security of the mighty and powe!'fUI
en his top advisers and military personnel indicate that the time
put “teeth into their rhetoric’ then it is clear that Goliath has

our region and the world, notin
we have concluded that the da
imminent. When the Presiden
Commander-in-
tiny Grenada
USA, and wh
has come to
finally turned his full attention to David.

When the Commander-in-
advanced and largest armed
proud and determined peop
must be cause for serious concern,

We have to ask ourselve:
ing his Vice-President, Ge
of State William Schuitz,
Deputy Secretary  for Inter- American Affairs, Nesta  Sanchez
all choose to make slanderous sta

justification for thig planned aggression against our country?

this current threat is by far the most

Informing International Public Opinion

The best example of this that 1 can give you tonight is the ‘Amber and
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Chief of one of the most sophisticated, most
forces in the world, chooses to classify a sma[l,
le as a threat to his national security then this

s why would Reagan’s most senior officials, includ-
orge Bush (former chief of the CIA), his Secretary
his Secretary for Defence Caspar Weinberger and his

tements, if this were not to provide the
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. ; ust 1981 off
Amberines’ manoeuvre conducted by the United States in Aug

invasion of our country.

Puerto Rico as a full scale dress rehearsal for Elm ":)\;‘ai;\c:e man in charge of

Once we had received concrete proof [rom [hl‘i tlptshls manoeuvre was a trial
. i Kenzie — tha . jately went
on — Rear Admiral Mc we immediately

trltllﬁ ct)"(I));3 rtal*tllz actual invasion of our beloved homeland

threat facing
, : t the world of the
on a political and diplomatic offensive to aler t our friends to pressure

A Les
us, to c¢all for international solidarity and to req plans. We informed the

i essive v .
the United States not 1o C?rrydot‘\l/ltoseta?niﬁ? the Organisation of American
United Nations, the Non-Aligne ,

i ve
. isations of the gra
. ; ational organisa olitical
; regional and intern . vernments. p
SSittz:Jt:tsiO;milweO;}llse; infﬁrmed peace loving and friendly 20

T f the danger.

. P ther organlsatlons 0 letters and so
paries, pressure gro b e f cables, telexes, telephone calls, for us that
In fact, literally hundreds of ¢ ’ d. It was fortunate

orl _ ¢’
on were made to virtually all padrtst}ﬁaf }2‘;:’ world public opinion on all
the conscience of mankind an

it, the head
ecent summll,

; onded readily to our call. In fagt, at ﬂerfnmem,s concern at the
Cﬁ;ﬂtlnent§ r?sp government informed us of his go(;’ the action which he had
oI a particular ines’ threat an in his country o

) . and the Amberin sident in his co
time of th}f Ati.nt;erm calling in the US Ambassador Zse tens of thousands of
;aken E(litt at 1m] nation. This particular country

emand an expla '

miles away from us. e :
As a result of these and other eXpe T4 impact of interna
appreciate the tremendous importance taking the necessary step
Ppr¢ and on this occasion we are agalf;)l_ opinion al
opinion : ic . _ 0
é pd bilise regional and jnternational pu rtant lesson which we have =
Bt here is another very 1MPOTE. in danger, whenever ©
But comrades ther whenever our COUNtry is lI (o give our people all of
at is: "
learnt 'and‘ th}:lt altened we must always g0 all :)urc of the danger and to 'call
revolution is thre et ;he m as to the precise nat defence of our revolution.
e Lok 10 ba']?re and organise themselves 11
upon them to mobilis

understand aﬂ'd
tional public
s to alert

nces, we nNow fully

i ifice

N . - ublic opinion to stand up
Amberines’ threat, we aisc;'

‘ the" h the successful ‘Hen_)es o
M:i to the world that 1m the
we stand as 2 p_roud,
to make the ultimate

Moo i tional p
bilising interna
That is why, apart fromfn:ﬁe ‘Amber an

isively
ond decisive
mobilised our people to rm\;.rphjch demonstrate

3 vIC Sk o
the Homelafll;:-l lz;?oiiuthe freedom of Oduf Zﬁia:'?llin;
e o tious and vigilant people ready "
united, _ homeland.
sacrifice. hers of our beloved Remlull::::? Once again. we h.lve‘l‘g

Sisters and brothe ed to call our people 10 fend what we fought for a‘
of grave danger We NeEC 0 sibility to de ver furget that the only
shoulder our rundamemfa‘lbirtter struggle. We must ne

; blic opinion comes
15 0 international pu
won after many yea uarantee that in
: h we can ever §
way In

gain in face
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to our defence is if we can continue to demonstrate to the world that we are
willing as a united people — every single one of us - to stand up firmly on
our own two legs with arms in our hands to fight and to die, if necessary, in
Fhe d&;fe_nce of our beloved homeland. This land is ours. every square inch of
its so¥l is ours, every grain of sand is ours. every nutmeg pod is ours, every
beautiful young pioneer who walks on this land is ours. it is our responsibility
— and ours alone — to fight to defend our homeland.

_ Over the past few days. our people have demonstrated a genuine spirit of
mter.nationalism. In the many solidarity statements with heroic Nicaragua
coming from all sections of our working people. our women, our youth, the
sense of fraternal anguish and shared identity comes very clearly across. But
even so, comrades, we must be self-critical and we must admit that we have
fallowed ourselves to slip into complacency and a degree of overconfidence,
in resp.o‘nding to the present situation. Some sections of our people, while
recognising that dangers do exist, allow themselves to believe that Grenada
will not b‘? invaded because we are a small island or because we share no
borders with hostile neighbours as Nicaragua does. Some also feel that
because ours is the only revolution that has not yet faced direct military
attack from outside, we will continue to be lucky, and some even go as far
as to say t_hat with victory on the horizon for our sisters and brothers in
Nicaragua, imperialism will not have any mercenaries to send to Grenada.

Not Lose Sight of the Dangerous Reality

li-:lorive}xlffr,fccilmrades, we cannot .under any circumstances, and particularly
ight o the concrete information we now have, lose sight of the dangerous
;e:la;ngo;; l;;tia;enttl.l Tht(’.'] Seychelles islands and Comoros islands, smaller in size
n than ' i i
of imperialism in the las.r;3 lt}z\ia;/;::f Poth subject to invasions from the fo1¢
. Wt? should also remembx_er that prior to the 1961 Playa Giron or Bay of
]uﬁo :3:;9?35:5 Cuba, which resu‘lted in crushing defeat for counter-revo-
by 0 beli:\la?c{)o;ted by United States imperialism, there were sOMe
Cubans A , for gll kinds of similar reasons, that there would be
0 invasion of Cuba. But it came, and today the Cuban revolution is invim
cible because our heroic Cuban comrades — ke our heroic Nicaraguan cofm-
ra‘ld'es today — have learnt the lessons of history and the need for permanent
Zlgtllgr;lce an;i preparﬁdn;-ss of their people. We in Grenada caanl}ot — like
striches — bury our heads in the sand and i i
Sisters and brothers of our Revo]utionalrgyn?l?rrzglzLejs?lr:woiiglitzrfe's ond
to the present threat? Our fundamental duty is 1o d.’efend our homefand
to be r_)sychologlcally, politically and combatively prepared to handle an,
attack in whatever form and at whatever time R preparec 1o han s
may choose to land on our shores. sagan and his warmonge

This means that for those of u .
join now! s who ate not yet in the Militia — we must
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For those who are inactive — we must reactivate ourselves and begin
training in a serious, disciplined, consistent and revolutionary mannet!

There is a role for everyone to play in defence — the elderly as well as the
young. We must remember that Reagan and his warmongers will not choose
who to kill! The bullet does not spare the young or the elderly.

Our Main Task

There are trenches to be dug, vehicles to be driven, food to be cooked and
distributed, first aid assistance to be organised, the care of the young and
elderly to be guaranteed, and many more specific tasks to be accomplished.
In addition to our number one task of recruitment into the Militia, there
are other measures Lo be taken to strengthen our defence capacity.
There will be immediate recruitment into some sections of the People’s
Revolutionary Army and Grenada Police Service. . N
Our Pecples Revolutionary Armed Forces wfll stage a massive mxhtfnry
manoeuvre from April 21-24. This manoeuvre, which we are calling ‘Jeremiah
Richardson Defence of the Homeland Manoeuvre’, will again demonstrate to
imperialism that we are a united, strong and vigilant people who will never
give up!!!
Sisters and brothers of our Free Revolutionary Homeland. let us ensure
that Reagan and his warmongers never ever tum baqk the forv.vard mar_ch.of
our people and revolution. The work tha_t we are domg today in the !’ul'ldf"g
of a people’s economy and the constructloF of a new infrastructure is laying
i ’ ure for all our people. .
theljb;sﬁs&c)irc)aeief;‘;rt;iilgt in our power to ensure that that secure future is not

unduly disturbed by the terrible loss of life. property and the mass syffering
and destruction which any invasion that we are not prepared Lo withstan

is bound to bring.

Towards the Glorious New Day

Notwithstanding the uncertainty posed by this present threat. let us cogstu:ﬁ:
to work with discipline, determination and serene confidence towar

glorious day when there will be no upgmploymem in rour coa::otl;y; :ah;f: ;;5:;

and every family will have a decent im.ng, when everg ma_n,l man.

is guaranteed their total right to edupaﬂgn, health and social sec byr. st our
As we prepare to deal with this imminent threat, let ug rex;ulem’ eN' our

sisters and brothers, the brave sons and daughters of Sandino's xc;;uf ,

are continuing their fierce struggle to crush the forces of counter-revolutio

i imperialism. ) )
and Umt? Stz::)esmsige reports, 500 well trained counter-revolutionaries were
Accoring dvance of the main force and are right

into Nicaragua days in 2 ,
ﬂiﬁ:ci::;g ;r,:g;;]ied by planes coming from Honduras. At the same time,
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1,500 more are now inside Nicaragua on their way to join the advance group
of 500 and a further 2,500 plus are concentrated on the border with
Honduras, awaiting their turn to massacre innocent women and children in
their vain hope to turn back the heroic Nicaraguan Revolution.

While we in Grenada must unhesitatingly and firmly condemn these acts of
aggression against our sisters and brothers of Revolutionary Nicaragua, we
must at the same time, in a ciear, resounding and unequivocal voice, join the
rest of progressive mankind in condemning the active involvement of lsrael
and Honduran army personnel, including the direct bombing of key positions
in Nicaragua by Honduran military forces, in this open and barbarous
onslaught on the sovereign soil of Nicaragua.

Our Permanent SolidarityWith Nicaragua

It is clear to us however, that no amount of arms and weapons of war can
hinder the onward march of the revolutionary process taking place in Nicar-
agua and we once again affirm to the sons and daughters of Sandino our full,
unswerving and permanent solidarity.

Let us take careful note of the fact that these counter-revolutionary
elements were sent in advance of the main force — just like had happened in
their attacks on the Seychelles and Comoros islands. Let us also observe that
they are receiving regular supplies by enemy planes and that more elements
were waiting to move it. Let us observe these facts, learn the lessons and
apply them to our situation.

With our information, with these examples, both historical and present,
we ought not to be taken unprepared. That would be a crime against our
past, present and future. Let us together ensure that we come out of this
period stronger in unity, fortified in spirit, firmer in our determination,
more organised in our democratic structures, so that we will be able to
respond to future threats like a second nature because of our constant
preparedness.

Sisters and brothers, in your name, even at this late hour, we issue another
call for sanity. We want to repeat that our preference is for peace and normal
relations with the United States administration. We understand very clearly
that only an environment of peace will allow us the opportunity to continue
to develop our economy, raise our academic and skills levels and our political
consciousness and bring more and more benefits to our people,

We do not want war. We have never wanted war. But equally we are not
prepared to give up our birthright or to allow others - no matter how big and
powerful they are — to shape our destiny for us or to tell us what we can do,
when we can do it and how we must do it.

Our enemies had better try to understand the deep pride and dignity of
our people and the courageous way in which we have always faced up to
difficulties. They will do well to recall the heroic history of struggle and resis-
tance of our people from the days of Fedon through Butler and Marryshow
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right up to the present. They had better remember the vanguard role of our
glorious Party — the New Jewel Movement - which mobilised. organised
and led our people through the years of terror and repression of the Gairy
dictatorship right up to the seizure of state power and the dawning of the
new day of liberation and freedom which came to our country on March
13th, 1979.

Proud, Peace-loving and Courageous People

There is no doubt that we are a peace-loving people but there is equally no
doubt that we are proud and courageous people who will always fight to
defend our dignity, our freedom and our homeland.

What is needed from us as a people at this time is to be more self critical,
to make sure that we never allow ourselves to slip back into complacency.
to make sure that we are always as ready to defend our homeland as we are
to continue to build it, to make sure that we never again allow our Mi]i_tla
duties to be taken lightly, to make sure that once we regain our fighting
strength and vigour of (August 1981) when we were responding to the Amber
and the Amberines threat we do not allow ourselves to ever lose that vigour
and strength again. Our watchwords must forever be:

Calm and calculated in the fulfilment of our daily tasks
Always vigilant

Always willing to work

Always ready to study

Always ready to produce.

yet always ready, prepared, confident and assured of victory whenever and
however Reagan and his warlords strike!
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20. Forward to Peace, Genuine
Independence and
Develppment in a United
America — OQur America!

gggcg? Y tt(? Protocolary Session of
sation of Ameri _
USA, 1 June 1983 rican States, Washington

We meet h i
which we esr(f ztmd tllme when the world and in particular the developing world
economic problerl;sy rleprhesem, is faced by an alarming array of social and
genuine progress an;lv 1&‘3 we must collectively confront in an effort to attain
when genuine effort evelopment for our peoples. Yet this is also a time
social, economic, fi s are already emerging from among us to resolve the
fronted. These ei:for?salr]:;le anf political prablems with which we aré <0
se : . . . .
partAof our American heritage,n a reserve of determination and will which is
century and ,
of Pan—AmZ'icanis; hfvltt; e t'he great Liberator, Simon Bolivar, the father
patriots throughout the :.ISTT bicentonnial we celebrate this year spoke 10
for progress. In his fa ericas .Of the importance of unity in the struggle
stated, ‘Surely unit .moi:ls Jamaica letter written in Kingston in 18135, he
and in 1819, deli\n’e};i;ls v atdwf-' need to complete our work of regeneration’
Congress of Venezuelf an E;\dress_at the inauguration of the Second National
must be our motto in zli?l ti:ignem"}faﬁ came the famous lines : “Unity. Uity
be mixed for the sake of unity’ & e blood of our citizens is varied: let it
Today, 150 )
for the ypeople ytffartsh?tir&as' -we seek to attain peace, justice and progress
corridors of history. Inde demas, we must respond to those echocs in the
the integrated develo m ed, even while we speak of the need for unity and
while we have sharzd e}r:.t of our people, we do so with the knowledge that
development of each St istorical experiences, the specific character and
mutual acceptance and ur?éir;:adzlf'ferenft  Qur unity is therefore based &1
. ndaing of ea Yo wi .
pro;:;stsha!s it dgems best for the Progriss of 1(2: I;)etg;{ess right to develop fts 0¥
is region, : .

African origirgll& wi:\eaﬁr:r ra; ydg't?;s{leltﬁeczple, of Indian, European, Asian and

and must ich i LT ral and social patt i
The de‘;ftlif;r;si:) jis.o(zur E\;mty in the diversity that wg re[frr:ssf;n?hat e acela
that of our Spanish-srpe;]%il::sél-;fg‘:ﬁing Cadribbean is inextricaialy linked with
but also other i ers and sisters. Not only Si ivar
in the unity g;eac:utrhl;gg}rislegf (]J: l'tLime have recognized th);tscl)Tro?utl?lor:; liae;

. : e early 20 .
Theophilus Marryshow, the Father of West ]gdiest]}:le(ﬁizyry’ t,l:ie Grenadian

jon said:
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A West Indies in a world like this must unite or perish. This is not the
time for parish pump politics. We think nobly, nationally, with special
regard for the first fundamentals of a West Indian unity, and 2 West

Indian identity.

_As Simon Bolivar fought at the beginning of the 19th Century for the
:‘"Ity (?1 Latin ‘America. 5o too Marryshow fought at the beginning of the
._Oth. '(,enmry for the unity of the Caribbean. As inheritors of these great
traditions, we have a duty: that is, as we approach the 21st Century, doing
so with collective experience of national independence and with an anti-
colonial perspective, our duty must be to harness the strength of unity that
we represent and that we genuinely embody. For only in unity can we earn-
f:stly fight to overcome the seemingly monumental difficulties of our region,
OLl'r Amecricas’, as Jose Marti, that great Americanist thinker, entitled our
region.

In this regard we in Grenada place
a Treaty in December 1982 which estab
Caribbean Community (CARICOM) and the Org
States. The basis for institutional interaction and exc

being strengthened within our region.

Our American continent must not only be united, but we must have
peace: a peace which brings economic and social justice, equality, and greater
independence and freedom for al] those down-trodden and oppressed.

Qur entire region has a history of struggle for independence and freedom
from domination. We cannot forget the first great Revolution in our hemis-
phere, when on July 4th, 1776, the Congress of the United States declared
that ‘These United Colonies are and of right ought t0 be free and indepen-

dent States.’ The people of the United States fought bravely for their free-
loitation, so that in 1783 England lost all

dom. against colonialism and exp
her original colonies in North America. Throughout our region the struggle
for independence, progress, peace and genuine development has gone of. It
has never stopped. We are experiencing a patural historical conti_nuum between
these brave early struggles for independence and se]f—deten_nmation on the
one hand, and the epic struggles of the people of our Americas on the other
hand, of which the heroic and unconquerable people of Central America
deserve singular mention.
We must continue to offer all our supp
justice, economic well-being and social equa
in attaining justice and equality that we can beg
peace. Yet another son of the Amerias, Benito Ju . '
workable reality for us when he said: ‘Respect for the rights of t_he other is
Peace.” If we truly aim at peace and development for. our region, at the
individual development of each country and our collective progress as wcl_i,
we must respect the rights of the sons and daughters of S_apdmo to seek their
solutions to the problems of poverty, unemployment, ifliteracy and un'der-
development which have plagued their country for over a century sincé

great significance on the signing of
lished formal relations between the
apization of American
hange is most certainly

ort for the achievement of real
lity for all our people. For it is
gin to realize peace. meaningful
arez. helped to fashion a
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the attainment of independence in 1838.

We join international public opinion in supporting initiatives by the people
o_f Latin America to the problems of our region. Contadora represents a sig
nificant step towards finding a solution to important dimensions of the
problems in Central America.

It offers concrete hope for finding a negotiated solution to our problems,
and additionally reemphasises the importance of peacefully settling disputes
through dialogue and without resorting to the use of foree or interference in
the affairs of our neighbours.

Mr _Chairman, today. the peoples of Central America, indeed the peoples
of Latin America and the Caribbean, must be allowed to decide what process
befits their particular experience.

Nicaragua has had a difficult past. For decades, its integrity has been
trampled by the interventionist boot and from 1936 to 1979, by the
unparalleled tyranny of a family dynasty. Despite the popular and definitive
character of the Sandinista victory of July 19th, 1979, the Nicaraguan
people are not being left to develop their own process in peace and to find
solutions to the problems which have plagued the country. This is a matter of
grave concern to Grenada. Moreover, Grenada shares in the broad inter-
national outrage at the provocation to which Nicaragua has been subjected
over the last week. Similarly, and with equal seriousness, we decry the
tremendous loss of life and the overall regrettable state of affairs in Central
America.

We oppose any attempt to give support to those whose objective is to
destabilize the Sandinista regime and to promote strife and discord in Central
America. What matters is the future of the people of the Latin American
region as perceived by the people themselves. The region cannot be held to
ransom or made to adhere to values and systems which others choose. The
people of Central America will look at the experience of almost two centuries
of their independence, decide for themselves why poverty and under-develop-
ment have pursued them so relentlessly and seek their own negotiated
solutions to their problems.

I reiterate my country’s support for the French-Mexican Declaration of
1981, an effort which seeks to bring together for dialogue all the trul
representative forces in El Salvador. y

Mr Chairman, Grenada again calls for peaceful solutions to al] the region’
border disputes, another legacy of colonialism which continues to 58810!115
affect our peaceful and integrated development. The territorial i ta Vf:rse)l(c
Belize must be respected and the Belizean people left to pursy n ﬁg?lty 0
path to peace, progress and genuine development, ¢ their own

We also seek to ensure that all vestiges of coloniali
our region. The foreign policy of Gre%aada is ii?;ﬁ?;cgf remqved frc‘>m
Our support for peace, independence and development automy o eolonial
opposition to the colonial situation which has so divided .
extend full support to the Argentinian people in their s¢ry .

Malvinas Islands. [t is an issue about which we cannot bg

tically assumes
ur peoples. We
gle to retain the
e apathetic. The
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Non-Aligned Movement has consistently supported Argentina’s claim to the
islands. Consistent with the United Nations resolution on the issue, an.d @n
the interest of a peaceful and specdy settlement, we call upon Great Britain
to return to the negotiating table with Argentina.

Even as we concentrate on themes of unity and peace for the c}evelopment
of the region. we are aware of the severe economic and financial problems
facing our countries. A report prepared by the IDB shows that the GDP
of Latin America and the Caribbean declined by one percent in 1982, Some
of our countries have had to seek rescheduling of foreign debts. We ha\fe felt
the adverse effects of fluctuating international markets for our primary
products. Now more than ever, we feel the urgent nced for restructuring of
the international monetary and financial instit.utions to make them more
responsibe to the needs of our developing countries. _ .

Our interdependence is a fact of our existence as developing an over;
exploited countries of the American continent, and we are deepl}\{ av;are or
the need to co-operate in order to secure soc1alland economic }l:enehus 2-2:'):
people and to secure peace in our region. We s{ncerely hope that tde m . |b lg
to be convened in Venezuela later this year will g_enerate new and workable
solutions to the region’s deep economic and financial problems. o or the

Because peace, independence and development ::ire_necersts;cu){ady the
progress of the peoples of the entire region. Grenada is pa
cerned about our relationship with the United States og??ll?rz:;. o maintain

My government has consistently_sough_t to esta lsfulanorthern o
normal and mutually respectful relations with our pow?;on ot
bour. It is an unfortunate historicaflf féict that every €
achiev i een ignored or rebuffed. , .

As Z tr}rlllcsntllgirbof thge Inter-American.famﬂﬁ Grenada Sé’ourﬁos\;elspt‘?r::;":
the social and economic problems which confrqntlﬁlsz spa riali N amoing
foreign policy of Non-Alignment which for us ¢

. S : ions. .
diversification and expan§1011_0f C;:; r:;l::: in the concerns of Latin America,
This explains our active invo [sland States. advocating

i i of our Small
secking solutions {2 e pmbhlait";f:al and economic framework, and accep-

self-determination in a8 Mew pol nd o
- inle of ideological pluralism. ‘

e t'he i esentatives of our government and people have said so
I reaffirm what repr mend and peopl: B etes

jftutes n
. . that Grenada consti 1 reat 4 !
many times befe: o [nternational Airport is 2 c1vn_han project vital to the
We repeat that the new discussed and considered

has been

; of our country: It

ECOHOHIIC qevgogﬂfilil:n govem,ments for the past quarter century and no less
y successive UT

i orts have been done on its feasibility.
than six volumind = st;;ﬁu:; 22%trﬁicia’s and smaller than that of I_Barbafios.
The runway is th-e samf-;lichgpast United States and Canadiap administrations
It is also  Profce "‘t'al to the development of our tourist industry. We havc'
have recognized a v; ¢ the project from countries throughout the world;
received assistats® t:i)ur economic development is unquesuoqablc. .
and its impqrill::ev:;on of the Americas is one which recognizes the right of
Qur partic
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: s of development will remain m lzeams.
member states to choose their own destiny and this same vision of ours for without pea(;e, Pl:;g;:ﬁally accepted principles, Central America will 1
| accepts the possibilities of peaceful coexistence, diversity and a variety of I‘;V”h()“t resgzcatndo\rvillrll be doomed to continuous turmoil. _ y
; political systems. It is in this ideological spirit that we embrace Venezuela, av(e3 no p;a] as always envisioned the attainment of peace in our reglon,i;1 X
£ 1 Cuba, Nicaragua, Mexico, Barbados, Martinique and Suriname as all legitimate our grngzn?z;tion Ofy American States has helped to ls;',live ;t:ﬁstggz ntigati :n
T i i inci ori ttempt {0 ) ; Assembly of the
' gor;s of the Amberlca;. Weh:an.r;()}tlelrrilcpfnml:llple subscribe to the attemp dream by unanimously adopting the.lX g"fﬁcla,ing th}; e o &
f lsol::}te a?y rnermber o lptur Ofml P i am:ﬁ/' xist with different systems, of American States a Resolution alme ]
- _ Fluralsm 15 a reality our region. We exis : Zone of Peace. - N ¢ Bolivar. Benito Juarez, i3
i different solutions, different approaches emanating from the common searc Let us all. inheritors of the compelling vision o ° fo’ught for peace
. . ' - i other heroes who ’
iy forgsa(::l,ottr}?:rliizgenﬁfnéi:i?ii:rllea\:lengc;urindoetv?;g;::smsupport for the US José Marti, Marryshow an]i:l ta]glett}}::rsein this our America to ensure concrete
> s dom, wWOr O . _ overty,
Caribbean Basin Initiative, since it deliberately seeks (o exclude our country S;?Jgggsnsg?lggtifg;esolutions to the real problems O.f thf Lig}i‘l):itatigonpof ogr
i i i i i to the s : d transnationa atio!
a:; oflth;rhse olfnit:l; (ﬁ“m ;J:CE;;ofsg;l);ni;?r?l iczgogz)lripbzrr:i?;zl %;e:ttempts unemployment, 1111terac$/ ’ dljfzf:ri:; peaceful by virtue of its integrated
i | region. O r . ision of an
| to divide us. We who have a history of colonialism already understand what it (riis\?elll(;;em&en];]:: Srillsllizibrantly alive. Charter of our organisation.
if is to be divided by language and culture. We already know what it is to be Grenada reiterates its commitment 1o 'the art O ot we will achieve
! fighting off the colonial legacy of mistrust. If assistance is to be given to an Our nations must proceed without confusion believing
area designated the ‘Caribbean Basin’, then it must be given to all the - our Charter. . of our
i . . . ) the goals agreed to in o resentatives
. |Hd countries of the area without discrimination. I\%r Chagirman, distinguished Ambassadorg aglgerézgelopmeﬂt and allow
‘ j In this regard, we take the opportunity to express our additional concern America. if we lose the war.on poverty an u lavement, we will have 10
R over the United States announcement that $4.4 million will be made avail ourseh:es, to move back into the darkness of eﬂns §ivisiven;55-
; able as scholarship assistance through the OAS to countries of the Caribbean blame not the weapons of the enemy. but our owd tevelopment in a Urite d 1
J | Basin, excluding Suriname, Nicaragua and Grenada. The vision of an EIIP]']on,vard to peace, genuine independence an
; organisation with a people united in a common drive towards development

; L . : America — Our America.
precludes the toleration of such divisiveness, and an organisation which by
its very existence gives substance to the dreams of Bolivar, must, we feel,

not allow discrimination against any member state. This is a danger to our
regional movement.

Mr Chairman, distinguished Ambassad
;1 of our region must prevail. Member-states of the Organization of American
; States, represented at the Third Special Inter-American Conference, stated
i in a preambular paragraph to the ‘Protocol of Buenos Aires’ that

ors and representatives, the unity

the charter of the Organization of American States signed at Bogota
in 1948, set forth the purpose of achieving an order of peace and
F 1 justice, promoting solidarity among the American states, strengthen-
| : ing their collaboration and defending their sovereignty, their territorial
integrity, and their independence. Our unity must be based on prin-

ciples of justice, genuine independence, liberation, peace, and mutual
respect.

| The countries of our Organization of American States must demonstrate
respect for the principles of legal equality of all nation states, mutual respect
] for sovereignty, territorial integrity, ideological pluralism, non-interference
A in the internal affairs of other states and the rights of each country to develop
its own process free from all forms of outside dictation and pressure. Above
all, our countries must work together actively in the promotion of peace,

1
1
|
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21. We Proudly Share the
Noble Dreams of Martin

and Malcolm

Address to the Sixth
. Annual Di
TransAfrica, Washington, 8 J&rrllgelr9%g

First, I want
: to thank M '
for the presentat; ayor Marion Barr
tation y and the people of Washi
government and pf,op?ef é?eerYS to your historic Sityp %}tl)ii Vltfashmgton DC
1 am greatly honoured rgnada is something that v;e wilT 1IOI-]UUr o _the
the presence of a gatherir;ga?uc}%reatll{ moved, to find myself ir;zyts L}'];f:ish.
sons and as this one: . ere tonight in
To YO?IaIIJgtl::f rs of the heroic Black Anlsr}f?a%]a[hemllg of some of the finest
ng greeti people.
brave and freedom.%ovinmgs from the government zt)nd
late you on this your 6t}§ island nation of Grenada. | alpeop.le of our small,
opportunity to share th Annual Dinner and to ex so wish to congratu-
Your history and o ese precious moments with xpress my pleasure for the
! u . ou,
near inseparable. We ¢ a;s ha,"e at times been so Cl{)sel i )
Garvey, for while he wa point to Caribbean-America yf ntertwined as {0 be
more productive years li § born in the Caribbean henh tgures such as Marcus
Harry Belafonte is als(l)vmg and working in the USA Bas spent many of his
your Harry Belafonte Mahyy lt:e same token, our
: , Mmany eminent and

ibbean-

Malfgﬁnb(;(m or of Caribbean parentage.

Carmichac] and Su_iney Poitier, Kwame
), and Ciceley Tyson. In fact

called La Di - ca
i~ gue. It is certaj me from a i i
distinction of Caribbeani’r\ﬁ?-mat some of you hesr:l?“ \_fégage in Grenada,

-American heritage. ohight also share this

The history, the
\ robl
problems and the aspirations of the masses of
s of people of

Africa, the Cari

, ibbean and

that is why TransAfrica iSBlack America are extraordinarily si

relevance to us all. Tomght Ia:; lorganisation with Sor lnarl}lly similar. And
, I salute th much meaning and

TransAfrica has initi e polic
initiat policies

of Africa and the Caraibi)de;r:ld the work accomplisiijldd recommendations that
Indeed, tonight’ . on behalf of the people

We point to a f
ew exampl
;It‘lourrle (formerly known I;sessigitlas
the case of Malcolm, his mothzr

El

that the United §
tates, giv ite
should adopt a LES, given 1ts imme
policy of ; nse levera :
escalating economic ai‘; wplt? South Africa,
olitical sanctions
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aga@nst that country with the aim of bringing about an end to apar-
theid and the independence of Namibia.
lack people of America

gsault on our ancestral
on and the enforced

The links petween our people and the 30 million B
]go far back into the chronicles of the European 2
and and our common struggle against racist oppressi

transportation of our ancestors to the Americas.
The struggle of the Black American people has been 2 constant
liberation struggles of the peoples of the

source of inspiration to the

world. In every corner of the earth where people are strugsling

or have struggled to win their freedom, the names of your great leaders
les and your

are honoured, and people draw strength from your strugg

victories.
your fighters and the ideas of

We know the role that the example of
d in the liberation of their ancestral country, Africa.

your thinkers have playe
le like W.E. PDubois, Paul

No one can deny the influence of peop
Robeson, Langston Hughes and Martin Luther King, on the awakening of

the political consciousness of Africa. The independence movements in Africa
sprang directly out of the Pan African Movement, which in turn, owed a
great deal to the spread of liberation ideology from Black America and the

Caribbean.
As regard Black America and the

a most significant bearing upon the ¢
with it an interesting interaction, a cross-fertilisation of our two destinies.

I must also say that our country, Grenada, with the same fierce deter-
mination as that of African states and Glack America, has embraced Africa’s
number one priority: full, unconditional liberation and self determination for

Southern Africa. In the exercise of this embrace and endearment of Africa,
d in Grenada President Kenneth

thousands of our people have warmly receive
Sally Mugabe — the courageous

Kaunda, President Samora Machel, and Sister
and inspirational wife of President Mugabe and a leader in her own right.

Let me also, at this time, reiterate our firmest support for the Afrncan
National Congress (ANC), the representative political organisatiop of the
black people of South Africa and SWAPO, the authentic representative of the

Namibian people.

Let me also restate ou
Mozambique will defeat the aggres
ment and people of Angola will continue 1

process.

But sisters and brothers, to be very open and frank. wha}
the Southern African struggle is not just the brutal. aggressive '
f South Africa, but also the artitude of the powerful USA admin-
istration to the conditions of misery and suffering in that part of the world.
The warm and friendly relations petween the United States and Sm'.uh
African governments in defiance of the UN is r_eally an affront to humanity-
The open hostility of the United States Administration to Grenada, while at

fighting history has had

Caribbean, your
ourse of Caribbean history, bringing

e government and people of
¢ them and that the govern-
lidate their revolutionary

r conviction that th
sions agains
o conso

worries us about
and expansion-

ist policies 0
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the same time embracing South Africa. underlines the serious hypocrisy of
the present Administration and has painted an image that does no justice to
the greatness of the American people.

In Central America what we are experiencing is the extension of the same
attitude that again negates the interests and aspirations of the people of this
region and the course of history. After all. the entire region, including the
USA, has had a history of struggle for independence and freedom from
domination. How can the American Revolution and war of independence be
ever forgotten? Revolutionary upheavals in Central America and the Carib-
bean today are only the continuation of these struggles, with different forms
in some respects, but fundamentally the same in essence: ‘the struggle for
National Liberation, Peace and Justice.’

Because this is so, the question arises: What is the way forward in these
troubled parts? We in all honesty think that only the people of Central
America can solve their problems. Contadora, the much debated initiative,
advanced by Mexico, Panama, Venezuela and Columbia must be seen as 2
step in the right direction, and therefore given the fullest support. Recog
nition of the right of the people of Central America to themselves solve
their problems through dialogue and negotiations replacing violence and
outside interference must be given a chance to prevail. This is a fundamental
demand because the people of Central America have bled for too long.

Consider the case of Nicaragua, whose people have suffered so much
during this century from military invasion of their country, through the many
years of the brutal and corrupt Somoza dynasty, to this day of CIA backed
and trained counter-revolutionaries and mercenaries, What crime have they
the Nicaraguans committed? The only crime that they are guilty of is the
same committed by the American colonies in their war of independence:
the struggle for justice and self-determination,

We join with most of humanity in demanding that the people of Nicaragua

be given a chance to build their country and their f i : h
uture in peace along the
path that they choose. Y ' P *

As regards El Salvador, let me once a
French/Mexican Declaration of 1981
different representative forces of Fl Sa

The failure of the United States
tives, which are the only realistic o

gain state boldly our support for the
which is aimed at bringing together the
Ivador for dialogue,

Adminjstration to support these initia-

ica i ptions for peace and social security in
Central America, is really unfortunate and regrettable, and it brings to the

surface once again the image of this Administration as being insensitive to the
just aspirations of the peoples of the Third World.

At home in Grenada our people have a simi
States Administration. This has come about
relations that have existed between our two G
13th Revolution. Qur people have never fajled
relations between the United States an
that the brutal, and corrupt dictator
US governments before the Revolution,

lar perception of the United
as a result of the strained
overnments, since our March
to contrast the poor state of
d Grenada today with the embrace
Eric Gairy received from successive
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Up till very recently, our requests for dialqgue have been metnczzs;ls;irl]lti)é
with economic, political, diplomatic and military pressures o
Revolution. _

From the first days of coming Lo power, the prted gtatesir;);;(r)sr?e:ng
policy which showed no respect for our natlc_)nal pndel\znn a:)pf o ef,fmts
sought constantly to bring the Revoluuon‘ to its knees. .ta dysmtes e
to build a new economy have been undermined by the Umde e o i
lateral institutions such as the IMF and World Bank, an a.i) r)llal institut’ion,
lateral assistance has not been forthcoming. In 1981, O;{' reglfor A
the Caribbean Development Bank, was offered 54 'm110:xc1uded, e
needs projects, on condition that Grepada be entire yOTEd b hih o
example of this policy is to be found in the US sp(iptslcal reasor;s.
cludes Grenada from being a participant, for purely poll l‘all e out new

We have faced tremendous adverse propa.g.anda, esp:scuxre yin st 1981
international airport project. We faced m111taryhpr;]n e N igned to
from a naval exercise ‘Operation Amber and the IDerney echange of
intimidate Grenada. They have not agreed to our rec!lalem o i 1981 -
Ambassadors; and even letters which I wrote to P}'esx lzvel A
proposing normalisation of relations and early high

been responded to. . .
These actions by the United States Admmlsuf&ng Revolution and young
constitute definite unfriendliness towards our y bat such an attitude exists
nation. On reflection and analysis, we conclude t .a.v e and firm step on the
principally because Grenada has taken 2 very decn;lt and self-determination.
road to genuine national independence, noq-allgnnzle s everywhere, with
This is certain. It is also certain that naumﬁ1 an Sf;e pme e and more
’ : ini on their ) "
i i legal and public opinion . eir own realities.
ltl;;f;attf;?l OWE' destinies in their hanc_is, and fasblon:]:sgtigllony to this fact.
The 1776 American Revolution wer hlst()ta/;;;ak;ﬁ for us in Grenada, in-
1 - (s111 3 .

i of a people is nonneg _ not an jota of our

g:}t;?: e;f*lgamgeep senge of pride and independence — no

rights is negonable:.ent that Grenada is perceived as part 02 s\;a:g;ng;o; ;

It is also appes The numerous private and public assluran:my interest of
geopolitical dseibr™ nstitute no threat to the national sec e else, should
government {ha ¢ ?OAmerica or for that matter, of anyon mse;m bere
;he Utl:ited ?i:::zZtg long ago.‘ However, ORCE ;ﬁamiz;nojlrﬁll;f?om rowards

ave been a nd reem as ]

tonighl,f \}’e drlifpe:rtldﬁ:giiuzsi?;r::s‘::cti‘ul relations with all our neighbours,
secure, frien

: : of America. ke your
includl;\lg (tih; U:;n;;ls St;!et:i national elections. The new Grenada y
A third 1ssu

i i The American
i tionary act of liberation. ‘
e ll!; . g;fiz:dfg}oll‘; years (O consolidate be?orc;ll:l:lsng “:::
. " i or .

i l;tsseouthPAfrica there is no .cle‘cto:lael %r:;:s; for Blacke. e

e elect:ops.'t of the popuiation. Why isn’l l;‘ e United e ooracy i
e on gﬁﬁglgmg jts massive support for Sou

tration

on over the last four years

Revolution gave

237




In Nobody’s Backyard

institute illi ;
that desgitt;orﬂ:l;efm‘llhons of disenfranchised Blacks there? And let us recall
Chile, was duly a(:lte ~tth?1t the government of President Salvador Allende of
processes, yet none Lof‘ q and instituted by the approved parliamentary
violently overthrowing ”111; d:;gr:ed a previous US Administration from
thousands of its people. gime and liquidating its leadership and
Sisters and i ;
painful and dall);gélilnersécftr_lends, d_espltte all of these clear inconsistencies. these
ness, we remain ferviml lons agzinst Grenada, this clear pattern of unfriendli
of relations with your ())f committed to the normalisation and improvement
peoples. In these very d%a vernment, for thi; is in the hest interests of our two
dialogue at appropriat yls we are engaged in an earnest scarch for meaningful
willing 1o go into E’ 1112 e ‘evels and as far as Grenada is concerned we are
et  talks with an open mind and without preconditi F
! ottom line is — let us talk now preconditions. For us
omestic dev - '
being recorded J?FQ:;SJS g;sigad?' are satisfying. Many achievements are
The most signi ) cations are being resolved.
ation is the dé%‘;;g‘;?;ﬂichlfeyem.em'm four years of revolutionary transform-
through which the legac © ;ﬂStltutlons of popular participatory democracy
wiped out in Grenadf a):lc? backwardness and underdevelopment is being
Over the past four ye;rs u real material benefits are coming to our people.
fact, unemployment has be?r??f(izyr%elf“ has been dramatically reduced. In
duced free he ced from 49% to 12% and intro-
democracy in aétrl;rclr:gz ind free education for all of our fPeOplZ‘,eO}ll.larvfeo:l:r:rc()}f
are: participation accouai :;)l.rt?ady achieved four main aspects t‘O date. These
and final component of our wo aorsivlity and material benefits A fifth
experienced by ou emocracy, electability, is i
open eleo:tionsy arer tfeigpgnﬂ:(;:gl}lll th‘cl:alr mass Ofganisati}(;ns \:ézidfyai??:g
. ar - o
WIIlBalso be extended to the national le\,elasls and in due course this process
ut sisters and .
ment of ins:itutiont;nc));{1 BLS, almong our proudest achievements is the develop-
other mass oreanisati popular democracy. Participation in trade uni pd
ganisations has grown by leaps and bounds, N e ation
. New organisations

ol women fann
f , 3, youth and Workers haVe bee i
er . n Ol'med and existi“g ones

A system of monthl i
y Parish and Zong!
ensures i i : na
ensw ant;iree, reigular dlsc'ussmn of issues, permanent c
e people and strict accountability and res ontact between govern-
° tO? government and party. ponsibility of the leadership
course, the Revolution like
' ’ all previou
hruptu;g :nd temporary dislocations in Grenadsare,:
ave ha i '
have had to tbebdetamed, some press freedoms have been limi
ave not yet been held. Our government underst lmlte.d and elections
situations pose. ands the difficulties these
However, it is important t
] evet, o repeat that all r
dislocations and, for a period, it is always nec:\sfo}ut
and excesses of a violent or disruptive minority si;:lry

Councils, open to all citizens,

olutions has brought dis-
small number of persons

lons involve temporary
thto' restrain the abuses
€ interests of consoli-
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dating the revolution and bringing concrete benefits to the long-suffering and

formerly oppressed majority.

The People’s Revolutionary Govermment and the people of Grenada have
regarded development of the economy, improvement of the standard of living,
expansion of education and employment, development of the popular organ-
isations and the improvement of the country’s defences as matters having
priority over constitutional reform. The time has come, however, to take the
process of the formal institutionalisation of the Revolution a stage further
and commence work on the preparation of a new constitution. We take this
opportunity to anpounce tonight that a Commission was today appointed
in Grenada and charged with the task of formulating a meaningful democratic
and workable constitution for our country.

The Commission comprises: Allan Alexander, State Counsel and former
High Court judge, a distinguished Trinidadian lawyer of gread experience and
prestige; Richard Hart, outstanding historian and lawyer, and the present
Attorney General of Grenada;, Ashley Taylor, an outstanding Grenadian
lawyer. In addition to these three eminent jurists, one representative 0 be
selected by the Grenada Trades Union Council, the umbrella organisation for
all Labour Unions in our country, and one other representative of the other
mass organisations of farmers, women and youth in our country. In this way,
the views of all classes, strata and sections in our country will be represented

on the Constitution Commission. o

Taking into account the views of our people, including all minority Views,
the Commission has been mandated to formulate within a penod of .24
months, a constitution relevant to the needs of our vibrantly developing
society.

After the findings of the Constitutional Comm . omilted
to our government, the Draft Constitution will then be discussed in de

by the people of our country. These discussions will result in as(;:conq (:';f;
which will include the ideas of the people and when 2 referendum 15 r
and all due process completed a NEw people’s constitution = the first in ou

history — would have come into existence.
This new constitution will define all dimensions of our electoral process

o oy W
and in particular will institutionalise the systems of _pzpl:nla: d;\r:;::c::cz plaed
have been introduced by our govemn;ent an;lc;vhlc ave gi

i ici ocracy-
and meaning to the term participatory emocracy. .
Because gof the momentous nature of tonight’s annolllmzen:;ti;s :o:z'mt &
crave your indulgence to read the terms of reference of the LO :

ission have been submitted

constitutions and
n other countries.
to matters

tion on alternative forms f)f politf'cai.
litical consti :ons work in practice i

nsider written @
ded for, and the form and struct

of all classes, strata and

1. To obtain informa
the ways in which po
2. To receive and cot
which should be provl
for Grenada.

3. To receive &l
interests of the G

the views and proposals
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4. To prepare fi i
or public considerati i
re| . . ion and discussi ituti
z;ndT;;artmp.zte in public and other discussions theresgilon # draft constitution
. consider and i .
oo comsicer & D;sfstesse O\:flgltt-tten. and orz%l proposals for improvement o1
Aeration o itution received from organisations, groups
6. To prepare fo
. .
P the Government, with such notes and other supplementary

material as may be a . _
ppropriate, I
people of Grenada in a reff:rendu::1fmal draft constitution for approval by the

As we strive to bri ;
ring social and ec i
country, we look fo onomic benefits to the pe
economy, to our peom},zm:t1 now to an event of tremendous signi[fllcgﬁi (tjf gur
international siroort, Thoso of future development ~ th i .
N nal airport. Those of you who have visited ¢ opening of the £°%
ortant thi iect i Isited our ¢ j
have nort) donet stél lswPlrlo'FeCt is to both our peoples. Anrst(;llclJI;\irifknow th
with hundreds of ’othlerssxov?ln hqve the chance — as 1 now invite ozotu oin
to Grenada on the day th ° ?ml be on the inaugural flight from {Vashi(r)]gjfgﬁ
you can make it this wi)](l i\?e airport opens — March 13th, 1984. Certainly if
publicised International gAirp{)?':l Etlﬁ OPPOTtAIiLy 10 travel to the most wicﬂely
. e
tho:‘? responmlble for all the free public;:;ﬂd has ever known. Let us thank
e certainly look )
of you as posssi{ble. Wgo\::;i?r\i tlo welcoming on that inaugural flight as many
forward to your sharing witheuzotn}:e ty ou with the greatest pleasure and look
Sisters and broth ¢ tremendous j i
. a . joy of that i
importance. We se iIS’a stl:)i rur;lltir and solidarity of our peglpqgrit: notfe;f:;
fication of the Uty to support every initiati i
geographical fof;(;}t)ilgs of the Caribbean who are ng :)I:llltlatlve for the o
culture — the history I(;,f SUt who share a basically corznlljg: lOf e Safﬂ;
forged from th avery and colonialism, th .ustory ar
ged from ¢ fflegacy of Africa. , the culture which we have
) ake initiati i Ty
island states; as we fo‘;elfsafn ed at finding solutions to the probl 1
transportation services b pon the need to find more effi L of sma
repeatedly issue the Eﬁtween the islands of the Ca 'b%em and less costly
recognised in practice z: for the Caribbean region rlto 8}2;!1 BN A
as we host conferences 0? lZOne of Peace, Independence ii Geclared or®
discuss the problems of the ?: our leaders, journalists and aillllteﬁevflc’}l)meﬁt;
Caribbean as one Elon; we are guid ectuals wno
co N ed alwa i
and development. people, aiming together at gtmuiney:;ui)zi;thEE V(lismn zf the
Brothers and s e, independence
. isters, the .
dispossessed peopl ' economic  achiey
cannot Suppolr)t aps;zt;i til:le world is a matter oefmg?;;t of the poor atd
in profit, bolster racist re 'Whm}-] transnational corporati T O od. we
the suffering and hardshi gimes like that of South Afrj ions, interested only
The existing inter ip of millions of our brother, rica, and contribute to
development for c)ur'1 2:10nai-econ0mic order mﬂkess :nd ke
of a New International Elcgglmg peoples. We must su mockery of dreams of
onomic Order, aimed at th}:iort th; establishmen’
wnership and control
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by developing countries of their economic resources and at @ system of inter-
national trade based on just prices for our exports. The 1982 agreement on
the Law of the Sea is an important achievement and should be recognised
as such by all countries sensitive to the problems of underdevelopment, since
it seeks to ensure for developing countries a just share of the resources of the

sea.

Grenada continues to give support to th
need for the resumption of the global negotiations convinced that the world’s

mdus.trialised countries have a responsibility to assist with the establishment
of a Just and equitable internatiorial economic order which is objectively in
their interest as well as in the interest of the developing world.

But no new international economic order is possible, no development can
take place in any area of the world without the necessary social infrastructure
of world peace. By far the most important struggle in the world today is the
struggle for peace.

The very existence of humanity is threatened by the insane drive to stock-
pile weapons of mass destruction. Think of the tremendous waste of one
country’s spending USS3 trillion on arms over the next five years. And this,
when there are so many people jobless, when there are so many starving,

illiterate, unemployed people all over the world.
Statistics show that the cost of one modern ta _
struction of 1,000 classrooms for 30,000 children in developing countries;

that the price of a Trident nuclear submarine equals the cost of keeping
16 million children from underdeveloped countries in school for a year plus
the cost of constructing 400 large living complexes to house two million

persons.

These startling figures certainly give adde
ening call of the world’s peoples for peace int
more sadly ironic the hunger and deprivation of so man

the world over.
Grenada calls for an
at strategic arms limitati
creasingly, the people of
warlike and confrontationist p

establishing a lasting peace. .
Together we must insist that the policies on :
America, on the Middle East, and on the fCz;lnbbea;li, rt:se aim
justi les of these regions:
peace, justice and progress for the peop _ . .
Sisters and brothers, W€ call upon you, as an important foreign affairs

lobby of the United States. 10 continue to analyse the actions of your

try in the world today. _ ]
Coul? trl):e“:vor?d is to be at peace, if the suffering anfi dgpnved peoplc: gf the
world are to attain someé programme of progress and justice, the U?!uc . ':;_tu
as a world power, pursue policies which show a clear un ersta ing

g countries. Sisters and

e North/South dialogue and the

nk could pay for the con-

d impetus to the ever-strength-
his hemisphere, and make even
y millions of people

end to the arms race, for serious negotiations aimed
on, for a Move towards genuine disarmament..ln-
the world are realising the need 10 speak out against
olicies, to insist that there be dialogue aimed at

Southern Africa, on Central
ed at ensuring

must '

; jati f developint

and appreciation © the problems © '

brothei:s, friends, your country must approach these problems, not with
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arrogance and condescension, but with sensitivity and empathy. This would
augur well for world peace and would lead to better relations among all '.[he
nations of the world. The April 1983 Report of the Linowitz Commission
on the Inter- American Dialogue shows a great deal of recognition of this nleed
for understanding, co-operation and dialogue. The peoples of our region,
and the peoples of the United States cry out with one voice for peace, for
sanity, for justice, for dignity.

Bearing in mind the importance of dialogue and understanding to the
proper conduct of international relations and the tremendous importance of
peace to our dreams of development and progress, we once again reiterate
our genuine interest in establishing normal bilateral relations with the United
States Administration; we remain open to honest and genuine proposals
for dialogue at appropriate levels. We must show, in our mutual approach to
the Resolution of our difficulties a spirit of inter-American equality and
respect.

Grenada cherishes the vision of a new Caribbean civilisation, free from
oppression and exploitation, where the conditions will exist for every man,
woman and child to exercise to the fullest their human potential.

Finally, sisters and brothers, friends, we proudly share with you the noble
dreams of Martin and Malcolm for an America free of racism and discrim-

ination; for a world free of hunger, poverty and strife; for a future free of
want and despair.

With sincerity and humility,
here at this time, for your p
warmth and hospitality you
delegation.

We invite you, to soon visit our fri

rocate your gracious cordialit
of our people.

we thank you for your kind invitation to be
ast, present and future support, and for the
have unhesitatingly showered on me and my

endly country so that we may recip-
y and show you the revolutionary achievements

LONG LIVE FRIENDSHIP BETW

EEN THE PEOPLES OF THE UNITED
STATES AND GRENADA.

LONG LIVE PEACE IN OUR AMERICAS AND IN
TOGETHER WE SHALL OVERCOME.
FORWARD EVER, BACKWARD NEVER.

THE WORLD.
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Appendix 1 .
Fascism: A Caribbean Reality?

i ised by the
Extracts from an Address to a Seminar Organise
Oilfield Workers Trade Union, Trinidad, October 1975

. i faces
What 1 propose to do is to look at Grenada in terms Oiélxlfen:'::;lclasfthese
[of fascism] that we have spoken about. Lgt us try to1 SGT( at the question of
faces of fascism are present in Grenada. First of a!l, 00 leader. There is no
absolutist rule. Look at the question of the max.lmum : C;airy Perhaps
more maximum leader in the Caribbean than Eric Matthew :

1ot even Baby Doc can surpass him. . more

We mu:t zee this bot}iJ in terms of what h_e Sag/S ?}fa}tluf]:;egc:;ile, no
crucially in terns of how his supporters see hlr}l- 0 be made if Gairy is
cabinet decisions of any kind, and 1 mean any kind, can litical party, and he
out of the istand. He is president for life of the rulm%,poident for life of the
aspires to be Prime Minister for life, or maybe later, F'res
country. . to all

Theyevidence in Grenada, with respect to tOtal.]t.a“apt ri‘;lliiisi)Xtti:gsof the
aspects of human relations, 1t is true of the p'ohtICS, (;iicy which has been
unions. Gairy has been maintaining a very consistent é)mber;hip of the other
stepped up from 1973, of trying to take away the m
key unions on the island. . . only about

yThere are some 16 registered trade unions In ?feﬁlad"‘t;) b:;ach )\fvorkers
five are worth talking about and Gairy has been Ify ong1 the Technical and
from these from about 1973 onwards, particularly rll d by Technical and
Allie¢ Workers Union. In fact, there was a strike C»::) fio with the question
Allied in May 1973 which had nothing whatsoevef‘on of better conditions,
of workmen’s wages, nothing to do with the q.ues%airy that the union still
but was called solely for the purpose of reminding 4 him not to poach. The
had the ability to turn the lights off and to fe,m“?ght hand men, a minister
strike in fact was engineered by one of Gairy s T the union and president
in the government, who was then also legal adviser to
of the Trade Union Congress.

Now, this year, there have already been fo:f
by Gairy to further control the activities O
February this year, Cable and Wireless began ¢ was underway, the workers
station and about two months after the projec organise them. But 3 few
asked the Technical and Allied Workers’. Unlondt?\uied Workers' Union had
days after the president of the Technical an

¢ different but related ftffor‘ts
Trade Unions. Son}enme in
the building of 2 micro-wave
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enh[s)trcie;:le:lhi w?ﬁkers, Gairy arrived on the scene
o the : :
told these workersscti:; El)]y ”;e foreign manager of Cable and Wireless. Gairy
in any public capacity in EGEl e had. the right to organise workers employed
he had been given that rightrer'lada' Nobody else had that right, he insisted. as
that right. And therefo lsmce 1961, although he didn't say who gave him
union or they were dre all these workers were going to have to join his
almost to a man resisgtelé]gbli? hﬁnd themselves without a job. The workers
’ e non ’
eacgloil:heméo 2ot a dollar a day em:;theless got the manager to arrange for
e end of the - |
the increase and were“ﬁlcok virtually all the workers on that project refused
do you know what that u wing the greatest solidarity with the union. But
agreed with the Gairy romon did eventually? The union turned around and
to the Trade Union an posal that the question of recognition be submitted
Trade Union Congress Saigdr.esé' _Th,at was the reaction. And predictably, the
reached was a compromis - 1 ary's union is in charge. The actual agree:%qent
with the union dues being ;ali(;“;mgt ffor the joint recognition of both unions
. .. A 4] e
in t_?}lls snt.uatlon the Gairy union soon ertj r(th.ltI need hardly say, however, that
e situation at i . .
kind of militants aml:)?;mi lsdcomPllcatEd by the fact that we don’t have the
for example, no Georgge \l;:ll ¢ union leaders that Trinidadians have. There is
Abt home, to give one exanfstes’thand that makes a fundamental d.ifferencej
about a Cost of Livj » the unions apparentl '
ning to negotiate IE:)\;II;%a Allowance, and are only nowy ?l:eaof{::g ?;s:s hf};f;flir;g.
don’t ask for 147%, the . Aknd when they ask for an ’increase in wa ,es tie
mean i that level of s ool Of 33% hoping to get 15 . S0, 1
with. nion organisation and backwardness weoz:rc cieaﬁ;lg
There is a ;
place in Grenad
for foreigners wi a called the Gren ; ;
o fher; \:r}llth all _the" nice yachts and asc:)a Yacht Services — a marina
om Gairy tried to Organise but t}r;'m — and there are some
e workers refused to join

his union. The re
non. sult was t
collusion of the n'“maSEmentl.mt he had a number of them sacked with the

Then there is the si
_ € situation wi
Nutmeg Association in Grenada isth lEh
employer of workers on the islanc,l aAt

e .
e ?};tmeg Association workers. The
government, the single largest

second largest amount
of nutmegs. O
W, there. ams gs. Only Indonesia
Iik: 118 . ther tl‘ ¢ large processing station PTOdu_Ces more than we do.
1ving stations and these worke on the island, and something

and Industri ’ i IS Were unioni
strial Workers’ Union. But in July lg:;;;nsed by the Commercie!
’ acquired the Nutmeg

workers b i ! threan P2
y his own workers. So that thr()ughpth(i:se Illl:anl'{a()f the nionisel
echanism of control,

workers are constantl i ivi
y being divided, th
or militancy i i other e Una
y in the leadership of the other unions axt:iieito ey dynamist
It concrete terms they
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Jove to victimise them he can doso
f these workers is being dampened
easily become de-classed and

re_cognise that whenever Gairy wishes ton
with impunity. It means that the spirit 0
qnd stifled. And this kind of worker can very
fall prey to the lure of fascists or neo-fascists.

Now, all of you have heard about Parliam
farce. There are 15 seats, 14 are held by Gairy, on¢ by the opposition GNP.
In the last elections in 1972 the GULP claimed 58% of the votes and gave
the opposition 42. Now, how 48 and 42 works out to be 14 to one is 2
matter. | suppose. for mathematical geniuses. But in any event that is the

reality.
The radio is another good example. There is one radio station that is
d only their voices can be heard. In

totally controlled by the government an

fact, in a speech last year, after we began agitating for radio time, Gairy said

that for the NJM to ask for radio time was the same like his asking us to be

allowed to write an article for our newspaper. So, as far as he is concerned,

the radio is his personal property. '
Regarding newspapers, weil, 0

Law, which I will deal with a little later on.

ent in Grenada —a fiascoand a

f course, you have heard of the Newspaper

Outlaw and Disorder

f the legal and constitutional face [of fas-
s repressive laws. All the usual ones
losives Acts and various
have in abun-

Let me come to the question O
cism] ; Grenada is also well-known for it
like State of Emergency Acts, Public Order Acts, Exp
such devices that Comrades here are very familiar with, we als0

dance in Grenada.

We have, in addition, something WH

called Shops-Regulations of Opening
i Remem
make sure that all shops kept thelr doors open- :
was a general shutdown and business places had c;?:zgsgf;n(; ::nw‘?;its (;113
did was to pass this Act deman i . - ear,
following og the footsteps of Antigua, and after t.he Prlv:(e gtll:lni:ntﬁzﬁ]:i;:
its very famous pro-establishment jfldgement, Gairy 1315 4 2 19,000 5o he
to the Newspaper Act. Now it Antigua they were asxing 000 o of
decided that he wanted $60,000; he wanted six times n:iore. r?frll:i' o

course is richer and independent 0 poot, so we must demand more. 15 5
d to 20,000. And therefore 10 legally print a newspaper
© ' itionally you have to Sign

was eventually reduc -
20,000, add
have to put up 3 3500. This law had

in Grenada now, you C tions
, an annual licence F€e o
a bond: and also you have to pay ce C o GNP news

. down the ot s
the effec, oii,sggm:sot}?er group called the UPP also stopped printing and
g;per wa;tic‘ ht li’kewise stopped publishing until they were able to Cm:ﬁg
witeh Tt"ﬁzcla:f Only ouwr newspaper continued. and still continues, 10 P4

the;ECts-h ve just passed 2 very interesting law, 2 1aw which on its face might
ey ha

last year which was
hat was designed to
per last year there

hich was passed
ours-Act. Now, t
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not appear to be dangerous. This is an amendment to the Jury Act. And what
they have done by this law is to disallow jurors from sitting in any civil
cases. That might look simple enough, it might look harmless enough. It is
very far from that. What this jury law is designed to do is to make sure that
in hbgl cases no jury sits. The background is that Gairy has a world record in
the bringing of libel cases. Up to 1972, Gairy had brought no fewer than eight
l;bel cases. And he has had about five brought against him. He is a man who
hke.s the. court. He has had something like 22 different debt cases taken
against him. And one of the things he likes to boast about is that in one year
he was charged some 35 times for road traffic and other offences. That is one
of his smaller pleasures.

What. this particular law is designed to do is to ensure that in libel cases
there will b_e no jury sitting to determine the facts and come to a conclusion.
You are going to have to deal with a judge alone who will have to be judge of
law and facts. This law, in fact, seems to have been timed to prevent a jury
fr(_)m hearing a libel case, adjourned last week, which Gairy had taken against
Michael Sylvester, a lawyer and former opposition politician. That gives you
an idea of what | mean when I say this law is not nearly as harmless as it
might appear.

Now, moving very quickly to the question of the judiciary — the judicial
face._ We have a situation at home where there is virtually no magistracy. The
magistrates are almost totally non-functioning in the sense that questions of
law are of no concern to the majority of them.

Many of you remember November 18, 1973, what we call ‘Bloody
Sunday., when six .of us were beaten by Gairy's Secret Police in Grenville,
wherg we were going to attend a meeting. Well, they kept us in the cell,
b!eedmg,dbottle-tmnmed .and in desperate need of medical attention that
?ﬁihtr}]:;st::t: n:x;l T}frglﬂgdwielapgeared handcuffed and barefooted before

) alled 1.1 i ing i
possession of arms and ammunition. unean. and were charged with being in
X .]Now, the law says that where persons are charged with summary offences

ail must be granted, but Duncan stated that as far as he was concerned, no
law cpuld take_ away h@s discretion, he did not care what the law said: he ,was
granting no bail. That is the magistracy. When we talk about magistra,tes who
do not even pretend that there is something called ‘law’ which they must try
to serve and uphold, you must come to Grenada to understand. It is nothing
shogt off d Comic pantomime going on in most of the courts toda3./
- th(:: ;c:vf; r:rl:; rJlltldhged(:)hme is only.one in Grenada) is concerned, elements
In the & ad been expressing open hostility to the judge who used

: ere up to a couple of weeks ago. He had given a number of decisions
against the_ government which they were not happy about, and they have
been applying all sorts of pressure to have him removed. In ,fact this {nonth
he- was remo_ved, transferred to Antigua and a new jud.ge has z;rrived As ]
said before, judges must be judged more in terms of their class outlook rather

than their personal integrity, th i i
sideration. grity, though integrity is always an important con-
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Police and Military Power

Next, the military side of fascism — the military face. Since 1967, when the
GULP got back into office, there have been no less than ten different Com-
missioners of Police. Some years we might have two, other years only one and
so on. Ten different Commissioners of Police in eight years! From 1954
to 1967 there was only one Commissioner; he somehow or the other managed
to last thirteen years but once Gairy resumed office the new pattern took
shape, And the vast majority of these Commissioners have been foreigners.
Quite obviously, when you bring a foreigner in as Commissioner he has no
loyalty to the country, no responsibility to the people. so he either does what
he is told or he goes and for that very reason heisa Jot easier to control and
to remove when he becomes too ‘manish’. So over the years they have just
been chopping and changing Commissioners with the regularity of the
seasons.

Right now the Commissioner of Police is from Nigeria; he has been there
with a Deputy Commissioner, also from Nigeria, for the last three montl_ls.
This seems to have been the resuit of some arrangement worked out by Ga_lry
with General Gowon before he was overthrown sometime IasF year. _Galry
had gone to the Pan-African Congress in Tanzania, which again is quite an
amazing thing when you think about it — imagine Gairy as & lfan-Afncamst,
and all dressed in white. And coming back from the Pan-African Congress,
he stopped off in Nigeria to beg a return passage h(.)me. and to work up this
deal with Gowon. A safe prediction is that our Nigerian brothers are very
unlikely to last the duration of their two year contract. L 4

Now, beyond that, there is the question of con;tan‘t victimisation :;n
promotions based on patronage and for ‘brutality services rendered. A pohice
force in fact, which the Duffus Commission of Enquiry, held last year iplo
the events in Grenada, found to be entirely lacking in morals gnd dlSClPhI'_“-
This was the finding of that Commission of Enquiry._Along with lthPG(:z:
force, there had been up to 1974 the secret police and the infam

mongoose gang.

Now, as long ago as May 1970, in a very famous speech entitled ‘Address

on Black Power’, the same speech that Comrade Belgrave (\;v i rifl::ﬁ:z
when he said ‘If yuh neighbour’s house on ﬁr_e wet you;s, a:;yand e ow
effect that there were two Erics in the C_ar:bbean, a ESI' or;i '970, he
one, and he was not the slow on¢. Yes, in that speec dmtougest roilgh'
announced that he was going to recruit ‘the roughest a7 der to meet steel
necks’ he could find — that's the exact quotatiof _;ﬂezr‘\a’oluntary intel
with steel, And he also promised to create what h; ‘t:his according to him,
ligence Units for the Protection of Property’. An :

i iod classes, people who were going
was 1o come from ihe prope s n:so ?:gmcthe spectre of Black Power.

to come forward to protect thelt IS0 0 oy " Night Ambush Squad,
Now, since May 1970 he d what he called Police Aides

a Special Secret Police Squad, then he fomel teers for the Protection

and finally they formed what they called Volun
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Hum i . ..
Hitle?.n'[‘l;leg:fu;; eAssa you r[tflcogmse, this is similar language to Mussolini and
Rights, all two thouymgdl fat these Yo[unteers for the Protection of Human
fo protect the humsan ghthenl during their heyday. were volunteering only
supporters of the g:‘ rights of the government and the human rights of
nine out of ten timg gr“.’“e"" And in fact. their methods of attack were
catching you in theega ES]gHEd to make an impact. It was not a question of
oublic. i the. ful vier a?d beating you: these beatings had to take place in
Grenadians something :vb(;) tevher.ybndy. Obvi”“l)’- they were trying to tell
it w:sgublic, it was brutal_u their future. They were not hiding, it was open,
nd,

rades, K::Ii?(:}?pR;(zl'two or three months ago, on July 18. one of our com-
George’s. Yes, two oli(!thwas beaten and chopped up in the middle of St
are now pos;n ree months ago, by some of these same people who
prepari g as members of a Defence Force. The

paring for war. y are once more

And w
about a Dti:nzguthljfeaﬁ;ut a Defencg Force in Grenada, you are not talking
Jaw books are concorn (; e you have in Trinidad where, at least so far as the
legality whatosever. O e ; it is Ieggl. In Grenada, that Defence Force has no
and for Rural Con'statl)jlr aws provide for a Grenada Volunteer Constabulary
Defence Force. so like te}i; gut there is no provision under the law for this
that operates ille ally but h ecret Police it is again an entirely illegal creation

Now, this Deigencie l;lct)r 2 the t.ﬂu” force, backing an effect of the ‘law’.
In fact, one of the thin sthcontmues to be comprised of ¢riminal elements.
less than sixty four mg b at the Commission of Enquiry found is that 0o
records. Some of thern hr;d ers of the so called ‘Police Aides’ had criminal
these same people are no as many as 34 previous convictions. And many of
about legality and il oW in this Defence Force. So when we are talking

Y illegality we must understand that no real attempts are

made to disguise, to cl
. ’ ¢ ST
made to 4 othe or to hide institutional illegality and brutality

Who Owns What

Le us move o
Grenada. Nown gg:;?ige.s’ to “_13 economic face of fascism as it appears in
Cuba. Like th,e rest of ﬁl“ocdu?ff:rem to the rest of the Caribbean, except
alliance with would-be | : a“!’b‘*_an, the controlling class has st}uck an
that class there is of ocal capitalists and local compradors. Opposite 10
Here you find th course the broad base of workers — th ; ip , |
of the work forc::.t [Uf";gluplggén flrrlltdfi:n Gre]nada today is somzt;rj?:g ll[il]%ecsaos%
dd remploym
?cr)o}?:\lr:elyb ;E:fsa?%. Even official documentsyine;l;’it(;) t\:/l}?:;nt!jte figure wou{g
activity, pot o eE:}O‘rjn year because of tourism and a gr;at deall fw 0
bohind R p ﬂfmploymem at 17%. The gov o construct'lon
ehind what they call ‘the crisis’ of 1973 and 19%4 ernment, of course, hides

Th .
ey are unable to do anything about unemployment, so they have been
. a
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s and therefore ‘Jewel’ must solve the

is not even in office yet!
find is that the producing class

saving that ‘Jewel created the crisi
unemployment problem. And ‘Jewel’

if we look at the class structure, what we
of wage-labourers, people engaged in agriculture, in the few factories that we
have, in manufacturing and so on, these people are doomed to a life of social
misery, degradation and exploitation. The few parasites at the top of course
live in great luxury. In between these two comc the middle strata. As with
the rest of the Caribbean, they have one main social function, and that is to
provide the supportive machinery for the state, the international bourgeoisie
and the local compradors and capitalists. Their main function is to consume
and that is what they are doing. But in addition to consuming they provide
the apparatus of control for the rufing class.

Now, there are exceptions to this within the middle strata. There are, in
the Grenada situation, many elements of that middle strata that can be
neutralised and there are certainly elements of the middle class who are,

quite frankly, as fed up with capitalism as the working cl_ass. In o_ther words,
they can be won over to the working class. And efforts, in our view, have to

be made to do precisely this.

When we look at the question 0 ¢
find at home is that the multi-nationai corporatiofns dominate and cqntrol
the areas of banking, insurance companies and tourism. There are five inter-
national banks operating there. There are no fewer than 66 registered
insurance companies in Grenada — sixty-six! But yet they tell us that we liu'e
poor, small, worth nothing, and without money and all that. And yet they

e ing there?
have 66 of those companies in Grenada. What are they doing t )
In the hotel business, of the 15 or s hotels, one of them, Holiday inn,

alone controls 60% of the total bed space available. In agriculture, }t\her:;} isa
monopoly by Geest of our bananas. With cocod and m:tm::(gs:i ::[ ; :51 ! ;:ls:
raw crops up to England where they are processed. packe nto e
shipped back to us. We are not engaged in any form of agro-n alisati m.

When our cocoa farmer picks his cocoa pod off the cocpaéree, e has 10
sel] it to the Cocoa Association which in turn s:lls uz) ?gteir:]lst:l?e :;;i:::; .can -
agents then sell to manufacturers wh;ﬂ;j;;c;g&ﬂo e an& call 1

alti or Cadburys o1 \
i?fg”;z cl;rofghhotczltatgve or six clollarlsl ?i ;in.oslssi:j?lfgoghrlc E::Sase of dependent
trolle -
eco—?ﬁmg N 22,3622325 (ti?‘t:rllycggzo call lhgm) we have at home do not e\-:en
undersetai‘s the gasics of capitalism. T.hey sgem mcapab_l:; of understg:;iu;g
that with a little money, 3 little organisation and a fe\.\; }deas r:gr;er)é oy
h lled in a ro-industry- They seem totally barren of 1deas a
channelledt ™% 22 ak off 95¢ profit or a doliar profit or whatever lhgy can get
Concertl‘wdott? cbor:ned beef or a pound of saltfish. put that in theif pockets
on a tin

' then call ‘nemselves ‘big capitalist’. But perhaps it is as well that they do
an

rstand! .
notC m:::ades from all of this we can conc_ludc th
e treonched i;1 Grenada. Entrenched, not I the sense that peo
n

f foreign control of the economy, what we

at neo-fascism is fairly well
ple are con-
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sciously and publi

: cl i .

is 1o say, Ihe};/ are nyotal;: gctlvely articulating a philosophy of fascism, th

us that they are fascist oﬁl[;g thfey ot fascist. but what they are doin]é :elallt

only wayt o eo-fascist in outlook T .o 5
y way 10 assess and judge fascists and fascism -+ And this in reality is the

matter what come . :

question of what th it comes out ot the mouths of politici .

; e . . s of politic i
will determine whethird;)bfn p_racuce. It is what their sociaE]) pra:tli;::r:.‘ it :ls a
whether they believe Sub'JBC-twely they are or are not fascists, reg: (;i“' that
Locke or Rousseau. Andjtchc'twe]y that they are the greatest df;lll()%‘:';tses‘s o
of fascism. is, Comrades is the situation in Grenada in tSeTnC]z
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f\ppendix 2 -
We Have the Right to Build
Our Country After Our Own

Likeness’
ﬁrit%E{St Interview with British Journalist, Victoria
ain, St. George’s, Grenada, September 19

Victori: eain
ctoria Brittain: You have repeatedly accused the CIA of threatening

Grer Y : . . .
wda s security — is thisan immediate threat now?

th‘"‘”“te Bishop: It is difficult to say how immediate the threat is. | think
at the threat is always going to be there, in the sense that this United States

administration, generally speaking all United States administrations but |
progressive of revolu-

;hfould say particularly this one, is Ve
ionary regime. Their primary approach is to invest the stamp of egality only
Il lines that they wish.

‘;\ﬂ regimes which fully support them and fully carry 2
nd therefore, for a government like ours that is O determined to maintain

an independent non-aligned path, obviously we ar¢ going to have problems

with them at all turns.

.The reality is, that right fo
with the United States, and with th
when Ambassador Ortiz (who was the
Grenada, he warned us against having relations with Cuba, which of course

or four weeks of the

we rejected. Newsweek Magazine in the first three .
| Security Council had met, and had actively

revolution, said that the Nationa
ainst the country.

considered some kind of blockade ag : )
Two months later, 1 made 3 pational address in Crenada where I disclosed

a C1A plot against Us, which had been Jeaked to us by someone who had very

good links wi b Ay and this plot was in the 9T of a pyram s
inks with people 11 d plan. It was the usual kind of thing. At the

so we called it a C1A pyrami ' : :

bottom was the propaganda, in the x_mddle was ecgnor_mc aggression, at the

top was the military threat, the terrorism the assassinations etc., and we have

e of e Pt 1 o o e o who belons

W i e farmers 1 .

toe ahili,?:;;;ﬁe%mrs association, WINDBAN, Win@ward Isiands _Banana
stance following the

Association, have peen deprived of rehabilitation a‘ss1 lloy
hurricanes ,wh' of the other islands in the association were

i ted assistance: _
in fact gré’ had attempts by the US to deprive U
k, which is 2 regional instit

ave certain experiences

e CIA N particular- In the very first days
n ambassador 1o Grenada) came 10

r the first days weé did h

¢ of money even through the
ution, and which by

We have t Ban

i pevelo men . ;

ﬁsncbt?ﬁg’ canﬂ(’r discriminate against any of its members. So. 1 am afraid
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In Nobodyv’s Backyard

that the overall attempts at destabilisation on the propaganda, economic and
military fronts has really been quite widespread. On the military front there
was the 1980 bomb blast in Queen’s Park. which was an attempt to wipe
out the entire leadership, using technology that was completely alien to our
country. From the interrogations and admissions made by people who were
arrested afterwards, it is clear that there was a S link to that plot.

In February this year, the end of February. the Washington Post carried
this long article disclosing a CIA plot against us under Carter and again under
Reagan. It seems that Carter approved propaganda, Reagan approved
economic aggression, and on top of the propaganda also added what they
called certain unusual and unspecified components. One doesn’t know what
that is. I assume it means assassinations ctc. In any event that plot is fully
disclosed in the Washington Post. Then most recently in March, we had
occasion to alert our population again about another major threat. So my
overall answer is that while we have nothing particularly concrete about the
absolute immediate period, we continue to assume that the general plans
which have been drawn up in the first days, and which we know surfaced
only recently again, would in fact continue.

Your calculations seem to be that by having a very high international profile
— a5 in your recent visit to the United States — you can shame the US into
not carrying out these kind of plans. Is this correct?

That is part of it. The United States visit is a little more complicated than
that, but certainly I would accept that formulation in part. { think it is also a
way, from our point of view, of ensuring that we have the opportunity of
getting our view across to the widest possible cross section of the American
people. We accepted an invitation from TransAfrica which is a highly
respected African and Caribbean lobby, and the Congressional Black Caucus.
We also met over 50 congressmen and senators. It gave us opportunity to
meet with different sections of the miedia, of meeting with bodies like the
Council of Foreign Relations, which is made up largely of former secretaries
of state and so on, and also weeks of trying to get our view across to the
broad masses, the ordinary working people of the US.

We also think the question of normalising relations with the US was really
a matter of pﬁncipie. That really,is the only basis that civilised countries can
conduct rleations in 1983 — through diplomatic relations and exchange of
ambassadors, particularly when you are talking about countries that his-
torically have had such links and relations and therefore to ask the question
of who it is in power, whether it is Reagan, is it 3 Republican or Democrat
is really neither here nor there. It is fundamentally for us a question of prin-
ciple. We think it is very important to establish these relations, to normalise
relations and therefore not to find any difficulties that this z;dministrati()ﬂ

is putting in the way of normalisation. We think it is o .
i : n] use
trouble to achieve that, y going to ca
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When you look at the experience of other countries you are close to in spirit
either they end up as semi-autarchic kind of position like Cuba and Vietnam
or like Manley in Jamaica they get overthrown. What makes you rhink that
Grenada's experience can be different?

We think in many respects our country does have a peculiar situation. We
think that this is not the only respect in which we are going to create history.
We think our country is also going to create history in respect of the particular
path that we are going to choose that we are choosing rather, to build social-
ism. You are talking about a very small country as you know, little over one
hundred thousand people, a little over one hundred and twenty one square
miles, in terms of natural resources not particularly well endowed. You are
really talking about a very small country with a very small population and on
top of that they are largely untrained, and to attempt to speak of building
socialism in this context really is a very novel thing. No one in the world
has tried it before, and in that sense I think what we are going to attempt to
do in Grenada from that point of view will have some very rich experiences
for many of the countries in the future.. Frankly, that is the way in which |
see the question of our attempt to do what you describe. I, on the one_hand,
affirm a principled and independent and imperial foreig:_l policy that. is non
aligned. On the other hand maintaining those trading. ties. In our view t.he
present balance of forces in the world, generally speaking, is making it easier
for more and more countries in the Western world to accept that small, ppor.
developing countries do have the right to diversify their foreign relations
and economic relations. And to the extent that that becomes more and more
accepted world wide, to that extent it becomes easier, but in any event, we

think it’s the correct path and we are struggling for it.

ed conference in New Delhi you made a strong

ic princi -alignment, and for an end to the
lea for a return to basic principles of nona d 10t
gnnsfmce as Mrs Gandhi and Fidel Castro have demanded. Wil this Third

World view be seriously heeded by the West?

In vour speech to the non-align

i i is the number
hat obviously the guestion of peace is.
; larly in this day and age. Having regard to

i means
laving for keeps, that nuclear weapolnry
e et o e tneretore it is a question that all countries do have

nuclear annihilation and, therefore, have
to focus on. We genuinely believe therefore that even t_hough w:;u ;:re :esstion
poor country, that we have a right to get our own views on [;mfe estion
heard. I think it is important for us to struggle for a greater accep

ature of th n that the world faces. I think that, too,

nature of this potential confrontatio T Right there in Britain, for

we must not underestimate thf:dpeac':l stmr:\t'ieon;eby e e, They are
i i i i emo
instance, there is this massivé

: ' , that the
against the deployment of nuclear weaponty 17 [hff:: ce(;z:;g coexistenc)e,
are against the return of the cold war, that they ar;ej W, Is’t Germany, France,
and detente and so on. I think that is true 1n Holland, We ’

Well, our view really is t :
one question in the world, particu
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right across Western Europe and inside the US itself. I think in a sense if we
1qo_k at things dialectically. that is really what we are to focus on. and recog-
nising that there is a struggle which we have to engage in. | think what we
need is to look for the young shoots to see where there is room for hope and
lq try to work and build en that, so that vver time more and more people
will become convinced and persuaded that what we are talking about is not
at all.eccentric, it really is reality. it is life itself. After all, if you examine a
question like the question of acceptance of a need for unemployment. the
argument of the capitalist, and more so the classical capitalist. is that u;lem-
ployment is something you can never really do without. [t must be there and
so on: [ think more and more people, having regard that they have to face that
on a da¥ to day basis, are coming to realise that it doesn’t have to be so. and
shouldn’t be so, and they do have a right to work and a right to live. ] think
more and more people are coming to accept progressive sentiments, progress-
ive ideas, prggressive prescriptions, progressive solutions. In part, I think it
has to do with the very contradictions within capitalism which, of course
exacerbates all of these antagonisms. It is the same way in’ which we have to
see the whole peace question, we have to see to the struggle. A very critical
and decisive struggle which we have to engage in and regardless of whom is
unable to understand a particular period. We have to struggle to get them to
understand, and I think in a sense it is a weakness of progressive forces in
the World that they have not yet been able to find a correct formula to gain
a w1de'r acceptance and understanding of what they are saying. 1 think it
really is cur duty to try to find the simplest, but at the same time starkest,

ways of geiting across our mess
age so more and more people con nder-
stand what we are saying. people come to under

So your op}t:’mz’sm. is ‘based on the fact that Western governments don't really
represent the r'na]'onry opinion in the West? There is the gap, and that is
where your optimism and your hope lies? ,

Certainly the Reagan administration is not a hundred per cent majority senti-
ment in the United States, that is quite clear. He’s just about a thirt 3;[ cent
government. I think that is true for many many of the Western ovzrlr)]ments
The }vhole history of coalitions in countries like Italy and so oﬁ even wheI;
election resu!ts appear to be very dramatic, very often when we ,look at it it
has to .do with the structure of the first-past-the-post systemn than the real
expression of a democratic view by many individuals in the country. So 1
think yes, that is part of the answer but I think in a sense even moreyf.unda_
mentally what | am saying is there are many people in those countries
who .already recognise the danger, who already are open to progressive
solutions and prescriptions, and I think more and more people will% e

disposed, particularly in the context where the worlg c ’tal?ctome' 5.0
continues and therefore 1 think dialectically we have to s hz?pl S rieale
we have to continue. ee this as a struggle
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Looking back to the beginning of the four years, are you surprised at how
little help you have had from the West and how much antipathy you

generated?

1 don’t think frankly it was a shock. We pretty much expected that some
countries in the Western world were likely to maintain that position. One or
two particular countries from time to time have been a little bit of a surprise.
Even there | don’t think much of a massive surprise or anything like that.
Certainly the overall response and reaction of the US frankly was no surprise
to us, after all, the US is the formulator of Monroe Doctrine in 1823. The
formulator of the Roosevelt corollary in 1904. The US one hundred and
thirty five times invaded countries in this region over the last one hundred
years. Frankly there is no reason for us to be shocked or surprised at their
attitude and response and therefore I think in overall global terms it has not
come as a surprise or shock. We try however, to act always in the most prin-
cipled way we can, try to get across o middle ground elements in the differ-
ent countries of the world and of course to reach public opinion generally
and as a small country nonetheless, we have the right to try. and build our
own process in our own way. We have a right to choose our own friends. We
have a right to diversify our economic and international relations just like
their countries have that right. We have a right to seek our own development.
We have a right to build our own country after our own likeness and image
and not after somebody elses. We try to get that meaning across.

] think honestly we have had some success in that way. On many occasions
we ourselves have been surprised when we quarter-expected a particular move
in one direction and found it didn’t come, and very often we have discovered
from talking to people afterwards it has not come because people have
listened to what we have said, analysed what we have done and genuinely
come to the conclusion that really in Grenada what we are trying to dois to

bring about our own development in all aspects, socially, gconomically,
politically, spiritually, for our people. Therefore we have the right to pursue
we pose no threat to anybody, and [ think that from

that course, that really '
time to time even when we did not quite expect to win, we have.foqnd_we
have won some little struggle, even with the intemation?.al f?m_ancml msm_u-
tions. Very often it has come about precisely fr_om maintaining that prin-
cipled course, but at the same time really spending a Jot of time trying to

d elements. That what we are doing

i i iddle groun
persuade, in particular the mi _
is something we are very sincere and genuine about, and really has relevance
to our situation and poses no threat to anybody else.

How much of your problem of U.S.' gntagonism do ¥
bated by the Central American crisis?

ou think has been exacer-

It is very difficult to say. The fact is that even before Fhe Cer;_tlral AT:E‘:::
isis quite became what it has become in terms of the high profile aro
world. already under threat and already under

world at this time, Grenada was
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tremendous pressure. We already went through all facets of the destabilisation
of the CIA pyramid plan as organised for us. [ think that even outside of that
crisis, that would have continued. I would say that what this particular period
does is make much more dangerous our own situation obviously, because
when you have a situation when they have all of these thousands and
thousands of troops, hundreds of ships and planes and whatnot, and
manoeuvres off the coast of Atlantic and Pacific coasts, off Nicaragua, bases
being built inside of Honduras and the use of Honduras as a gendarme
territory to squeeze the Nicaraguans to try to overthrow the revolution, then
all of these things obviously create a great deal of tension in the region and
lead to an overall atmosphere of instability, and that is precisely the kind of
situation where aggressors would normally thrive. Therefore we have assumed
that this period does pose greater dangers for the revolution. We have attemp-
ted to do some extra mobilisation of our people in this period so as to meet
whatever threat comes about.

Talki{tg about mobilisation, it seems to me that the problem of mobilisation
now is apathy rather than any kind of actual middle-class opposition or any-
thing like that. Is that right?

The apathy that you describe or you may have sensed that is around would
be more of a surface thing rather than any kind of ground swell position from
the masses. My personal view is that people are as enthusiastic today as they
were four years ago.

Certainly, there is a tremendous amount of additional work that
everybody in the country is engaged in. Even ordinary members of the popu-
lation, ordinary sections of the masses would have a diary that might have 14
'lchings in it, they have to do every week. Some meetings of the mass organ-
isation, some meetings on the organs of popular democracy, community work
maybe on a Sunday moming, Militia on a Wednesday or a Thursday. The
masses themselves are really overburdened. Those who require CPE units
phase two stage two would then have to go out on Tuesday nights and
Thursday nights for six hours and so on. And I think the truth is that this
obviously has led to a certain sense of tiredness on the part of certain sections
of the population and therefore from time to time you may find that a
particular event may not be as well attended as another one might be, a few
weeks later. In that sense you may get a suspicion of apathy. I frankly don’t
think it is that at all. I think what has happened is that the work has
deepened as it has broadened, that more and more people are engaged in
more and more areas and tasks, that the work has also become much much
more complex and therefore has required a lot more energy, a lot more
thought being put out and this naturally has been quite taxing on large
sections of our people and 1 think this is the kind of sense you may get from
time to time and may misread as apathy. | don’t think it is apathy at all.
1 think people are much more involved and much more engaged now, but
they are much more involved and much more engaged in a structured and 2
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systematic way.

Could vou explain the reasons behind the recent appointment of a consti-
tutivnal commission?

In terms of the constitution commission the realities are the following. We
believe that the time has come after four and a half years of experimenting
with a new democratic form, a new democratic structure to begin to insti-
tutionalise that form. We do not believe that we have yet reached the stage
where we can fully institutionalise these forms. We think there is still a greater
period of acceptance and experimentation required. But we think we are fast
approaching that stage which is why we feel now is the time to openup the
discussion about the new constitution. That obviously among other things
will have the task of entrenching the new constitutional forms, the new
democratic forms that have been worked. .
Now you know the constitution commission has the task of consulting
with a wide range of our people. They have the task in the next two years of
bringing back the first draft of that constitution. It is only after they bring
back that draft and then the draft gets changed and amended and so on,
bearing in mind the criticisms of the people and suggestions a-nd ajmendmz?nt's
of the people, that you are going to see 2 finer new constitution and it is
our of that process, as far as we are concerned the whole natlpnat glectloqs
will come, because obviously one of the things the constitution will df’ is
set the perimeters for elections, a framework for when the national f:lectln:')ns
are held, provide for unicamerol or bicamerol legislators on _the ways in which
the organs of popular democracy and mass organs are going to fit into the
national framework. I mean all of these questions are questions for t_he
constitution. We really see this as being a long p_roces_s, we see this as bgmg
something the people need to be involved an‘d discussing over a good bit o_f
time. They need to be able to relate to their ongoing experience. Wh;::1 is
already clear to us is that within the mass org;msahons the people have
finatly found a form with which they are .happy, in a sense tha} they ca;: gc;
to these meetings of the mass organisations, they can meet in 2 SPH:'OOS
equality, they can raise matters they wngh, they know the r.mutr}l1 otrgar::: :hen
arc open to any sections of the fll)opt;llanon ar::a:l;ir;fore in that se y
d a structure that they canrt .
arelfirl‘::;r?s?nw?it;n organs of popular democracy, we l:lave fourvld.the s:gl":
thing. It is not like that when they go down to 2 parliament, snimuz 1\: om
that can only hold forty people and applaud if you wan:}to app ao hen
someone speaks and then walk out afterwards. Here, they can g

building barefooted if they wish, sit down among their pteers. d}ilsc;;?e ran:)g;-
i esentatives, the management or W a
B oy e, tricity, lic health come to them ask them

ici b
telephone company, electricity, water, pu . ask thews
i i | of the major programmes, say q
any questions they wish, look at all 0 i PrOBTaMIES S entee for

i i i heme or the q -
ion of the national insurance Sc . of L t ‘
;’opular Education programme Of the question of the Militia or milk dis
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tribution. They can discuss all of these matters. They can meet with a top
member. (_)f the leadership and therefore they know the accountability and
re.sponsubﬂity is there and again in that sense they are obviously much happier
with this democratic form than what used to exist. i
But equally we are still very much in a process of experimentation. We
may move from parish councils to zonal councils. We are now moving to
rr.nm-zcma] councils, those have actually just started. From there we go to
Ylilage councils. We still have a long way to go in fully developing the form
itself, the structure. Likewise, we started off with the broad discussion with
a s_tructuyal agenda where leaders of the mass organisations and the trade
unions will give reports on their areas of work. Then you get a speech from
the .top !e?flership or you might get before that a manager of one of the
public utilities coming and then you would go home after asking questions.
Now we are moving to the stage where we are making these zonals into work-
shops. So after a few speeches they break into workshops, look in much
more depth and detail and then they come up with really C(;ﬂCl’CtC answers
and these are presente{i back to a full plenary of the zonal. From there we
¥ﬁ:t totm(gfe to estab_hsh stanf]ing committees in each zonal and mini zonal.
se standing committees will have particular areas of responsibility for
?lom&lomll\%ﬂt-h_e economy, for monitoring the CPE programme, for monitor-
ontier tZSks' itia, monitoring military distribution or community work or
_ Morg and more of these things are evolving and every month out of our
d:lsc(l:ussxons zfnd analysis of what took place a month before we are trying to
add §omf:th1ng new to ensure that the experience of the people and the
training in self rule is deepened from day to day. But we think that none-
theless we have reached a point where we are coming very close to very broad
popular acceptance by all the people and a greater understanding of \::hat we

are trying to do. That is why we feel the ti
:  to do. ¢ time has come f
this constitutional exercise. or s to embarkc on

All thf{se things you describe represent such a threatening example to other
countries around with more elitist leaderships, that it is hard to see how you

are ever really going to get accepted b ;
. other
includes America. Y countries around and that

Wel'l, it took several hundred years for feudalism to be finally wiped out and
capitalism to emerge as the new dominant mode of productionpand it ?Jv'll
takc'a §everat hundred years for capitalism to be finally wiped out bef le
somahsm becomes the new dominant mode. The struggle is the sam o'trh
our neighbours. Most people who are unprepared to accept any f | f
chfmge not only resent it but resist it in very open forms. 1 thjn);( o a
going to find that there will be this difficulty amongst sor.ne of th YIOUdafe
ship in neighbouring territories. We think that the key is to get o ;f'
message to them that we pose no threat to them and we are r%ol ?CEOSS t 3
in toppling their governments. We are not interested in imposing r\lv;;?tvie
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believe on them, that is the first thing. Secondly, we do really want to engage
in as many areas of co-operation as we can. I think we have demonstrated
that in a million different ways. Wherever we go we struggle not just for
Grenada but for either the OECS territory sub-regional grouping or the wider
CARICOM.

We never try to seek our own selfish interest. When I did a state visit to
France last year that is when the French government chose to announce
during the visit that FAC (Fund for Aidand Co-operation) is to be extended
to seven OECS territories and that cbviously came after discussions. So 1
think we have demonstrated that in our struggle for the small islands, the
struggle for the zone of peace, is many many struggles, but what we think
is even more important than all of that is the way we are able to communi-
cate with the people of the region and there | think we have had an extra-
ordinary impact. The realisation is that every time I for one make a visit
abroad, and indeed many leaders of the revolution, we are able to
communicate with the masses in the neighbouring territories. We are able to
get them to understand what we are trying to do, and I think it is true to say
that our experience over four and a half years has revealed that among the
masses of the Caribbean there is no hostility. Of course among small sections
there is, and in fact there is 2 tremendous amount of sympathy and in many
cases active support, that they understand this is a new experiment. They
understand that we are trying an alternative pattern of socio-economic and
political development aimed at raising the quality of life for our people. They
are willing to give it a chance to see if it succeeds and in fact they are very
open to what we are doing. That has been our concrete experience. The
hostility has been largely fabricated particularly in the media. They write all
these fantastic editorials so on the one hand you have all these extraordinary
stories coming up when their own people are coming to the country every
day. every week and they are seeing for themselves a totally different reality
and that is giving the lies to these people and exposing the nature of this
mafia media. From our point of view it isan important way of raising the
consciousness of the Caribbean masses and we think that frankly we are

winning the struggle. We really think so.
So the Human rights attack was just a sideshow?

Absolutely. These elements are talking about human rights in Grgnada. Where
are al] the editorials against Gairy? You know we had many disappearances
in this country and where were the editorials then? Tht_ese f:lemem-s are talk?
ing about human rights in Grenada. Are we seeing editorials against Haiti?
Are we seeing editorials against those countries §hat are mu;denng people
every day and their own police? Information services are putting out figures
that indicate that it is murder. Is not a right to life the .f irst hu_man nght., Pu!
they don’t write any editorials then about that. It is all }deolggjca!_, a political
struggle they are engaged in, and | think the people in this region of ours

have come to understand that when you have five, six, seven, eight of these
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newspapers on the same Sunday on the same front page. carrying the same
headlines, the same number of full stops and commas. identical editorial
against Grenada they recognise as contrived. And that is also helping to
expose these elements. | will give you a true example. It happened a few
years ago. A number of these journalists in Trinidad for example, came out
and passed a resolution against our newspapers. the Trinidad Guardian and
the Trinidad fxpress, who have done this together with the major news-
papers and the Jamaican newspapers, But when things like that happen in
the final analysis, it is in our interest hecause it gets people to understand a
little more clearly what is the true meaning and nature of this media as
practised by these elements, in whose service they are. While they pretend to
be 10, 15 and 20 newspapers and five, six, seven, eight radio stations it
is really just one voice, the same voice speaking all the time. People are
beginning to understand these things.

In a recent New York Times article, one of the points made was that the

population was seeping away, whereas I had though in fact it was the oppo-
site. What is the reality?

Like you I thought it was opposite and not only thought it, I know it’s the
opposite. The fact is of course, there has been some migration in the usual
way but far from it being greater than the past it is exactly the opposite.
I will tell you something. There was an interesting survey done a few months
ago, maybe a year by now. It was a front page in the Caribbean Contact.
They did a survey of all the islands in the region, including I think Puerto
Rico but certainly all the English speaking islands, trying to establish which
ones among the youth were willing to stay in their countries and help to build
it, and which ones wanted to go. The survey showed that among the
Grenadian youth over seventy per cent wanted to stay and were unwilling to
leave. The next nearest island was under forty per cent. It is highly dramatic.
These are the results of a survey not done by us.
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NOBODY’S BACKYARD T
Maurice Bishop’s Speeches: 1979-1983
A Memorial Volume

MAURICE BISHOP

In Nobody's Backyard is a memorial volume of speeches by the late
Prime Minister of Grenada and leader of the Grenada Revolution
Maurice Bishop. Putting particular stress on the speeches of the las
two critical years of his life, this comprehensive collection is a tribute
to the radical inspiration and analysis to which ‘Brother Bish’ gave
expression.

Maurice Bishop's significance goes far beyond Grenada, and his idea:
— in the company of other Third World martyrs like Allende, Cabra
and Mondlane — will live on long after his death. Concerned alway:
to educate, he speaks not just to Grenadians and West Indians, but tc
all black and working people and the oppressed of the Third World
By turns analytical, moving, amusing, his thinking ranges over the
world capitalist crisis and its impact, |mpenallsm and its distorting
effects on the media, cultural sovereignty, the law, women, the
struggle against. unemployment U S destabllisatlon and Caribbear
history. } .

»-.\

The introduction by Richard Hart ;s & p‘ortratt of the Revolution
placing it in its historical context \ ;hiﬁvthe Caribbean as a whole. Har
draws on the Minutes of the Central Committee and his own personz
knowledge to tell' the story of ‘the lifé and ‘tragic death of th
Revolution, and how the dw:biémﬁn the Ieadershnﬁ of the New Jewe
Movement paved the way for the: $,1hVa§;on and destruction of th
Caribbean’s most profound ruptugemtth lmperlalism since the Cuba
Revolution of 1959. | ARY :

Richard Hart became Grenada s Attorney General in 1982 and lef
the island following the U.S. invasion ¢ of October, 1983, A veteran c
the Caribbean struggle he .wa&a founder r m*ber of Jamaica’
nationalist movement, was detained b Ilhe Brlt in the 1940s and i
the author of S/aves Who Abolished querya a major account of th
resistance to slavery in the Canbbéan 4 _%*,_

Chris Searle, the edltor [ amElaqllsh wﬂté’r téacher and poet wh

worked in revolutionary Grenada for two years and ‘helped to establis
Fedon Publishers, the Revelution’s publishing house. He is the authc
of Grenada: The Strdgg!e Against Destabilization (Writers an
Readers, 1983) and Words Elnqﬁa?ned language and Revolution i
Grenada (Zed Books; 1984) Al .

1 .'&’
‘The name, Maurice B‘ishop, wrli blassom mto one of the mo:
fertilising symbols of creative expréssron in:.thé culture.and politics c
the region. PR 1 8 0 George Lammin
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