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‘And in remembrance of my American comrades of

Superfortress ‘353"’ bombing mission, India—China—
Japan (Omura aircraft works), November 10, 11, 12,
1944 ; especially of Major Don Humphrey, our Squadron
Leader and my friend, who died over Singapore, and
of our Flight Engineer, “Brother’ Posey, who also gave
his life for the freedom of China. “Cactus’ Van Horne,
pilot; “Pop” Popiak, co-pilot; ‘‘Late” L. B. Tuck, navi-
gator; “Pete” Peterson, bombardier; Ben Henderson,
rear gunner; Mike Lazarus, radio; Willie Williains,
left gunner ;.“Chief”’ Scamahorn, top gunner ; Neuman
Bodart, radar; John Pabin, tail gunner.
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GLOSSARY

16 iang =1 cétty

County
Rural district
r/6th of an acre

1/9rd of a mile

100 catties = 1 picul or tan

1 picul = 110 lbs.
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FULFILMENT OF A PROMISE

'By STuART GELDER

T'a1s ook is the story of the Chinese Communists, by them-
selves and foreigners who have lived amongst them. By bringing
it out of China T have fulfilled a promise which I made to General
Chou En-lai, Second in Command to Mao Tse-tung, Chairman
of the Chinese Communist Party, in December 1944, that it
should be told in England and America. It came about in this
way.

I}r,l December 1943 I arrived in Chungking as special staff
correspondent of the News Chronicle. From then until May 1944,

* when I had to leave for Burma to replace my colleague, Stuart

Emeny, who was killed with General Wingate, I attempted to
report the Chinese scene. Censorship imposed by the Kuomin-
tang authorities, ostensibly to safeguard China’s military security,
was used unscrupulously as an instrument for suppressing the
truth on any subject when this involved criticism of the Kuomin-
tang Party ‘Government. Seventy per cent of the working time
of any conscientious journalist, who was trying to present an
accurate picture of China, was absorbed in fighting Government
censors, whose task was to prevent him doing it. The censors
nearly always won. For years, assisted by the personal charms of
Madam Chiang and the Christian Methodist reputation of her
husband, the Generalissimo, they succeeded in convincing the
world that China was fighting a gallant and ceaseless battle
against thg Japanese and under their autocratic benevolence
slowly but surely becoming a democratic State. Because I repre-
sented the News Chronicle, which is reputed throughout the Far
East for its progressive policy, I was able to cable a few more half-
truth than some of my colleagues.

The Kuomintang Government was particularly anxious to
deceive me and to prevent me leaving the country to write
the truths, unrestricted by its censorship, if a discreet leniency
exercised in handling my dispatches would restrain me. But
although they could prevent one sending the truth, they could
not prevent one seeing and hearing it. They could forbid me
sending an article giving the views of Madam Sun Yat-sen, widow
of the founder of the Chinese Republic, on the failure of Chiang

xi




Kai-shek to carry out her husband’s policy, but they could not
prevent her expressing them to me in her home. They could tell
me it was useless my writing the opinion of Dr. Sun-fo, President
of the Legislative Council and son of Dr. Sun Yat-sen, that
democratic unity with the Communists was an essential prelude
to the unity of China, but they could not prevent Dr. Sun-fo
from telling me this in his private study. They could try to
persuade me that the Communists were a gang of “‘red bandits”
and prohibit my describing their achievements, but they could
not prevent me talking with General Chou En-lai when he came
to Chungking, or with other army and political leaders, and dis-
covering for myself that they were nothing of the kind. They
could disarm me while I was in China, as well as deceive my
readers, but they were powerless to silence me when I left, and
as I travelled by military transport instead of by Chinese civil
aeroplane, their Customs officers and secret service agents could

not examine my luggage and seize the documents which form

this book.

When General Chou En-lai gave me these documents he was -

in Chungking, He had been sent by Mao Tse-tung from Yenan,
the Communist capital in Shensi, to negotiate peaceful settlement
with Chiang Kai-shek, and avert civil war. The talks were a
failure, as I shall tell later, and he returned to Yenan empty-
handed. AsI write, civil war is still undeclared, but fierce fighting
is taking place between Kuomintang and Communist armies in
North China. Censorship remains in Chungking, through which
all news of it is sent. Foreign newspaper correspondents and
representatives of the news agencies—Reuters and the American
Associated Press and United Press—are allowed to cable only
what the Kuomintang Government wishes the world to know,
and little of it will be favourable to the Communists. There
could not be a more appropriate time for their story to be told.
If civil war becomes widespread in China, Ameriea will not re-
main aloof. If Britain declares for a policy of non-intervention,
this will in fact help the Kuomintang, as the same policy helped
Franco in Spain, when he was receiving German and Italian
assistance. It is therefore of vital importance that the people of
Britain and America should know what defeat of the Com-
munists, and with them the defeat of all Progressives in China
would mean. -
Eefore I left Chungking Madam Sun Yat-sen sent me this note :
I have Just heard the disappointing news, but you must come
back, for China and not India will be the main’ theatre of the
fight against Fascism.” )

i She did not mean that the struggle of the Fourteenth Army,

which I was about to report in Burma, was. less important than
the fight of China against the Japanese. She meant what the
daily news from Chungking means now, that after the victory
over Japan had been won would come the fight between Pro-
gress and Reaction, between the Chinese themselves.

Long before I arrived in Chungking, Edgar Snow and Agnes
Smedley had written their brilliant accounts of the Chinese
Communist armies. They have earned the gratitude of millions
of Chinese men and women for their work. I have learnt nothing
which casts doubt upon it—much which endorses them. Now it
it necessary to bring the report up to date.

What was the position in China in the winter of 1943?

The Japanese possessed all the ports and major cities. They
controlled the entire coastline. The Burma road was closed.
They had driven far inland into the provinces of Chekiang,
Fukien, Kwangtung, Kiangsi, Anwhei, Kiangsu, Honan, Shan-
tung, Hopeh and Shansi. American military estimates put their
total military strength in China at half a million men. These
were well trained, clothed and fed and adequately equipped with
rifles, automatic light arms and pieces of artillery, ranging from
mortars and mountain howitzers to seventy-five-millimetre guns.
Tanks were not employed, but there was a small, efficient air
force. Supply lines from Japan and Manchuria were secure.

The Chinese Kuomintang Government forces under Chiang
Kai-shek were officially reported to number between 2,000,000
and 3,000,000 men. Of these, half a million were employed in
blockading the Communists in the north and preventing any
intercourse between them and the rest of free China. They were
never in action -against the Japanese. The Communist Eighth
Route and New Fourth Armies, which together formed the
Eighteenth Group Army, numbered about 800,000 men, and in
addition there were between a million and a half and two million
People’s Militia. A small Chinese Kuomintang Government Air
Force, trained and equipped by the Americans with fighter
aircraft, could be discounted as an effective weapon. The burden
of the air war fell entirely upon the American Fourteen Air
Force under the command of Major-General Claire Chennault,
which included a highly efficient mixed Chinese-American wing.
It operated from fields as far east as Kweilin and the south-west
corner of Tungting Lake near Changsha.

This was the only American or other foreign fighting unit in
China. The main task of the Americans was to train and supply
the Kuomintang forces. Extensive training establishments, known
as “Y” Force, were set up under the command of Brigadier-

General Frank Dorn in western Yunnan.




The only supply route into China was the Himalayan airway
from northern Assam to Kunming. This was maintained by
American Air Transport Command, which flew a day and night
service of Douglas and Curtis Commando Transports at heavy
cost in lives and machines. They flew:equipment to the Chinese,
to the Fourteenth Air Force, “Y” Force and all American per-
sonnel. Chinese National Airways, with American and Chinese
crews, flew a small civil freight and passenger service to Kunming
and Chungking with conspicuous success. Every weapon and
bullet that did not go to the Fourteenth Air Force or “Y” Force
was delivered to the Kuomintang Government. Not one was
ever sent to the Communists from the time America entered the
war to the defeat of Japan. )

The Kuomintang constantly excused military inaction by
quoting the closing of the Burma road as the reason why they
could not receive sufficient armament to enable them to take the
offensive. The truth was that the quantity of supplies flown over
the Himalayas far exceeded the total taken over the road, and
would have enabled an efficient and determined army to deliver
effective blows against the enemy, and forced him on the defensive,
or compelled him to reinforce his troops from other theatres.
This was known by all American commanders in China, who
were bitterly critical of the Kuomintang for their failure to take

any effective action at all. It was this knowledge which led

General Stilwell to demand that he should be given supreme
command in the field of the Chinese armies. He had proved in
North Burma that given efficient training, clothing, food, equip-
ment and fair treatment, the Chinese soldier could be made into a
good fighting man. Every foreign soldier and every foreign war
correspondent in China, as well as every sensible Chinese, knew
that Stilwell was right, but Chiang dare not lose face by admitting
his own failure. General Chou En-lai told me that if the American
General had been given supreme authority the Chinese Commun-
ist armies would have been willing to serve under him.

With far fewer resources the Communists fought so effectively
that the Japanese publicly acknowledged them as their most
dangerous enemies in China. ‘

For years Kuomintang propaganda deceived the world into

believing that an inadequately equipped but heroic army was
holding a 1000-mile battle front from the Great Wall fo the
southern sea, retreating step by step before overwhelming
opposition. The truth was that the Japanese could have overrun
Kuomintang China at any time they wished, if they had wished.
They did not do so because it would not have brought them

X‘:)rth-while gain. They had already achieved their aim—to

seize the ports and principal lines of communication, at the
minimum of military sacrifice. Occupation of the whole of China
would merely have meant the liability of garrisoning it with
troops which were required elsewhere. In other words, there was .
no object in further advance. Fighting was therefore restricted
to periodic raids into the rice-growing areas, to steal crops and
destroy those which could not be carried away. The same policy
would have been pursued in the north if the Communists had
allowed it. The Japanese were certainly not looking for a fight.
But the Communist guerrillas carried the war to them, and they
were compelled to retire or retaliate.

It was said by some foreign military observers in China that,
far from being an embarrassment to the Japanese, the Kuomin-
tang Government was worth ten divisions to them. If they took
any action which might endanger its rule there might be a chance
that China would unite and become a far more effective military
force. Then it would be necessary to divert divisions from Burma
and the Pacific, where they were heavily engaged. Why cause so
much unnecessary inconvenience?

This might appear a startlingly cynical view, but what is there
to deny it except a long series of Kuomintang military com-
muniques which were regarded by every foreign military observer
with amused contempt, and ignored by foreign newspaper cor-
respondents? The only journalists to cable them abroad were
those attached to the news agencies. I imagine they did so
because they considered it was no concern of theirs to question a
communique of an Allied Government, -and secondly because
they were in competition with one another to sell their incoming
news services to the Kuomintang Government and did not wish
to do anything which would be to their commercial disadvantage.
I cannot believe there was an agency journalist in China who was
so ignorant as to believe a word of what he was sending on these
occasions.

There was only one real battle fought in Kuomintang China
during the period of my first visit, from December 1943 to May
1944. This was at Changteh, when the Japanese made one of
their periodic raids into the rice-bowl area round Tungting Lake
and were making towards Changsha. The commander of the
57th Division was ordered by Chiang Kai-shek to hold Changteh
to the last man. The Generalissimo was then in need of prestige
at the Cairo Conference. The Japanese came on, and one by one
the Chinese divisions refused action, except the 57th, which
proceeded to fight one of the most gallant and hopeless actions of
this or any other war. With the support of the Fourteenth Air Force

and two American radio operators who transmitted to the planes
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from the basement of a bank, they stood firm. And one by one
they died until there were fewer than twenty left. The two
Americans then decided it was time to leave, and told the Chinese
commander so. This brave and sensible man looked at the
shambles around him and decided to retreat with the few
survivors. They escaped through the encircling enemy and joined

up with another division which was supposed to relieve them. I .

sent an appreciative cable about the battle, and told the Editor
of the News Chronicle that in my opinion it was one of the finest
individual efforts of the war. And so it was. But instead of praise
from Chiang Kai-shek, the commander was threatened with
execution. A few foreign correspondents heard of this, and pro-
tested to the Government. We also threatened that if he were
executed we would somehow send the shameful news to England
and America. We were told that he had agreed to dje, that at
his request the Generalissimo had sent a sum of money for his
widow and orphans and that discipline must be maintained.
We asked how the Generalissimo proposed to treat his unsuccess-
ful commanders if he shot such a gallant man as this. He was re-
prieved, but when I left China for the last time in December
1944 he was still in prison. His leader’s ““face” must come before
his liberty. -

What happened to the supplies sent to the Kuomintang by the
Americans which were never used against the Japanese?

A large proportion of medical stores were sold straight into the
black market, and soldiers continued to die in thousands from
preventable diseases for lack of them. In the second week of
December 1944 I took a photograph of a blackboard outside a
chemist’s shop in Kunming.- It advertised every sulpha drug in
the Pharmacopaeia. Each tablet was being sold for ten shillings.
While soldiers perished of pneumonia or developed tuberculosis,
the shops of Chungking and Chengtu were also stacked with
medicines subscribed by the British and American Governments
or British and American charitable organisations. A Friends’
Ambulance Unit doctor, told me that at least a third of the
medical stores sent to him over the “Hump” were stolén en route

and sold into the black market. Only when the American army, -

or the Friends’ Ambulance Unit were handling drugs could they
be certain of reaching their proper destination. Thousands of
Chinese are alive today who but for the Quakers would be dead.
When I complained to a Government spokesman in Chungking
that I could buy as many sulpha drugs as I could afford at the
black-market rate, while Chinese soldiers were dying for lack of
them, he said that if I would point out the offending shopkeeper

he would have him shot. He would indeed. “Face” would have
xvi

been saved by his execution, and four or five hundred others
would have continued to do flourishing business. One of the most
prominent Government officials made a fortune out of black-
market drug peddling and unashamedly did his best to persuade
me to bring large supplies to him from Calcutta on the feeble
pretext that he required them for his wife and children, who
could not have consumed them in twenty years. Within twelve
months he had become a multi-Chinese dollar millionaire.

The story of how Burma-Road transport was used to carry
luxury goods to be sold at vastly inflated prices when China was
in desperate need of wat'materials, is familiar. The shops of the
major towns, packed to the ceilings with them, bore witness to
it. There was no shortage for those who could afford to pay.
And if British, American, Indian or Burmese articles would not
do, there was always a wide choice of Japanese varieties. Enemy
merchants in Shanghai, Hankow and Hongkong did excellent
business with Chungking. To facilitate it there was a regular
postal service between Free China and occupied territory, and
passengers who could afford to bribe their way found little
difficulty in passing in and out. Shortly before I left Chungking
a woman who had previously escaped from Shanghai told me
quite openly that she was preparing to return. Life was too hard
in Free China, and she was looking forward to a nice time on the
coast again. She spoke of the journey as though it would not be
more ‘difficult than travelling between London and Edinburgh.
I was assured that if I looked like a Chinese and spoke the
language fluently it could be arranged for me to visit any of the
occupied cities and return to Chungking with a complete report
of life under the Japanese. Trading with the enemy was not
confined to civilians. It was said by American observers that
Chinese officers on the Indo-China border were not kept there too
long lest their comrades in the rear should be jealous of their
profits, and that going “up the line” had become one of the most
profitable perquisites of war. That arms and ammunition were
sold over the frontiers became a stale complaint. Certainly the
majority of equipment flown to China under Lend-Lease was
never used against the Japanese. When Kuomintang troops were
engaged under the eyes of American observers, as on the Salween
river, or in North Burma, arms had to be employed, but every
American officer with whom I discussed the situation was con-
vinced that the Kuomintang had no intention of fighting the
enemy when the Allies would do this for him, and that the
greater part of equipment sent by America was being stored for
civil war with the Communists.

The officers in charge of “Y” Force were continually dis-
xvi




couraged by General Ho Ying-chin, Kuomintang Minister for
War, who, according to them, failed completely in his task of
helping them to produce as many well-trained soldiers as the
could pass through their schools in the shortest possible time.
remember talking for three hours with an American commander
who concluded that the time had come for President Roosevelt
to give an ultimatum to Chiang Kai-shek to place his armies
under supreme Allied command or face the withdrawal of every
American from China and a cessation of Lease-Lend supplies.
“It would not make the slightest difference to the war,” he
said. “The Japanese are not going to be beaten in China, and
even if we took over control now it would take a couple of years

to put ten divisions into real fighting shape. The first thing to do

would be to slice the army in half, prepare one for highly mobile
guerrilla war and send the other home. The majority of the men

we receive are more fit for hospital than a training-camp. Before

we can do anything with them we have to fatten them up for a
few weeks and give many of them medical treatment. Some of
them walk a hundred miles to report, and God knows what they
eat on the way. The Kuomintang military machine is rotten
right through. I don’t believe all I hear about the Communists
being so good. I think there’s danger of over-estimating them by
comparing them with these people who are so hopeless. But 1
don’t think they could be so corrupt. If they were they couldn’t
have waged guerrilla war with any effect at all. But our politicians
have their axe to grind, and I suppose they are going to keep in
with Chiang at all costs for the sake of post-war trade. I’ve said
this so often that one of these days I shall get the sack for it.”

He did, and so did Stilwell. This man was a most able com-
mander, with a deep knowledge of and affection for the Chinese
people.

Why was Kuomintang China in this position? To answer this
it was necessary to go to Chungking to meet some of the men who
were governing the country.

Ostensibly it was ruled on the advice of the People’s Political
Council, composed of members of all parties, including the
Communists, who were supposed to express the will of the people
to Chiang Kai-shek and the CGabinet. In fact this body was
packed with Kuomintang reliables who behaved exactly as the
Reichstag behaved towards Hitler. The vote of the minority
counted for nothing, and counts for nothing today. The casual
visitor might be deluded by the lack of obvious repression. For
instance, the Communists were, and still are, allowed to publish
a ‘daily newspaper in Chungking. This is often put forward by

Kuomintang apologists as a proof of their tolerance and demo-

xviii

cratic sympathies. They do not tell the world that not a word of
this paper appears until it has been scrutinised by Kuomintang
Party censors. They delete what they wish, and there is no
appeal, for there can be no appeal beyond the Government
which employs them. It is because the Kuomintang is anxious to
persuade the people of Britain and America that it is ‘demo-
cratically inspired that any Communist is allowed to remain in
Chungking.

This party proclaims itself the true heir of Dr. Sun Yat-sen.
It explains its dictatorial behaviour by referring to his programme
for the reconstruction of China which he laid down in 1924. In
this he envisaged three periods: (1) period of military operations,
(2) period of political tutelage, (3) period of constitutional
government.

During the first period the country should be subject to
military rule. Opposition should be overcome so that the people
could be enlightened by being taught the principles of the party.
As soon as order was obtained in a province the period of political
tutelage should begin. The people should then be prepared for
local self-government by a series of reforms. The value of privately- «
owned land must be declared, and the local government should
be empower to purchase it at this value at any time. Any increase
in value which resulted from improvement in administration
should be set aside for the benefit of the community and not for
individual owners. The annual revenue from land, increase in
land value, produce from public land, forest revenue and income
from rivers and mines, etc., should be spent in the development
of industries, relief of public calamities and the care of the
distressed. After the establishment of self-government the people
of every district should be entitled to elect a representative for the
formation 5f an assembly to participate in the political affairs of
the nation. Constitutional government in a province should
begin as soon as -all districts were self-governing. When more
than half the provinces had achieved local self-government in the
districts, a National Congress should decide on the adoption and
promulgation of a constitution. With the promulgation of the
constitution administration of the Central Government should
be vested in the National Congress. This would have poWwer to
elect and recall officials of the Central Government, as well as
initiate and veto laws promulgated by the Central Government.
Immediately after promulgation of the Constitution a national
election should be held. Three months after the election, the
National, or party government, should resign and hand over
power to the government elected by the people. '

When Sun Yat-sen spoke of the necessity of overcoming opposi-
. X1x
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tion he was speaking of the opposition of war-lords and local

tyrants who imposed their will upon the people by force, not of .

the Communists and minority parties. The Kuomintang claims
to be the sole trustee of his will and guardian of his principles,
and by this claim justifies suppression of all opposition. None of
the reforms envisaged by Dr. Sun has been carried out. It is
reasonable to suppose that his widow would be in a better position.
to understand his wishes than anyone else. Early in 1944 I went
to her Chungking home and asked Madam Sun Yat-sen whether
she considered Chiang Kai-shek, her sister’s husband, was
géverning according to those wishes. I think if this cultured and
most courageous lady had been given to such habits she would
have spat on her carpet as she replied. I knew that she was a
critic of Kuomintang Party policy and that she had protested
vigorously against the¢ blockade of the Communist armies and
denial of supplies to them. I had not realised the bitterness of
her attitude to her brother-in-law. ‘“He has not even attempted
to put one of my husband’s principles into operation for twenty-
four hours,” she said. .

She spoke in contemptuous terms of the inefficiency of Govern-

ment services and the corruption with which they were riddled.

“ You will discover this for yourself, and then when you write it
they will accuse you of being a Communist,” she continued.
“They even call me a Communist, so there is no length to which
they will not go to prove that anyone opposed to them is not what
they call a ‘red bandit’.” . :

She went on to this effect: :

There is only one hope for China, and that is a coalition
government of all parties on a democratic basis. This is not a
government, It is a dictatorial tyranny which makes the war an

.excuse for its repressions. But do not imagine that all members
of the Kuomintang are responsible for it. That is not so. All

members are not reactionaries, but all reactionaries are members.
Some of them feel they may be an influence for good by remain-
ing inside. The outside world must know that there are many
Chinese in Kuomintang China who are truly Liberal and Pro-
gressive, but have no voice in affairs. We cannot say so, because
we are not allowed. I am not allowed to leave Chungking without
permission, and they will not allow me to leave China to tell the
truth in America and England. Therefore it is important thas
you should do it. There is a great danger that when the truth
does become known the world will hold the Chinese people
responsible for the actions of this Government. But they are not,
because they have no voice. There is no freedom here, and some
of those in power are no better than gangsters. But we must go
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on fighting for the truth to be known because this may force them
out of power.

What can be said for a Government which in the middle of a
war with the Japanese sends half a million of its best troops to
prevent supplies reaching other Chinese soldiers, just because
they are Communists? Aren’t they Chinese before-they are Com-
munists, and haven’t they been fighting a most brave fight
against our common enemy? Of course they have. Everyone
knows it. My husband would have recognised it and sought their
co-operation by giving them responsible share in the Government.
All Progressives here take that view. It is the only sensible and
just view. It is also important that the truth should be known, so
that civil war shall not be encouraged. Perhaps the reactionaries
won’t dare to start it in the face of world opinion against it,
That is why you can do so much, by telling the truth as you find
it. It is the same struggle all over the world—progress against
reaction and selfishness—and it happens to be very acute in
China. We could become a far greater Spain, but that must not
be allowed to happen.

1 asked Madam Sun if she had expressed these opinions to -
Chiang Kai-shek. She answered: .

“Yes, I have, whenever I have met him, but he doesn’t like it,
and so he doesn’t speak with me any more. I suppose he has
given me up as a red'bandit, and that’s the end of it. I have never
hidden my views—that is why I no longer take part in Kuomin-
tang Party affairs, because I will not allow my name to be
identified with their actions.”’

It was not long before Madam Sun’s prediction became true,
and the censors and Government Ministers accused me of being
a Communist because I wrote of the necessity of unity with them
in the interests of successful prosecution of the war and the intro-
duction of democratic government. Their principal anxiety was
to persuade me that I was being deluded by Communist propa-
ganda and that in fact the Communist armies were not fighting
at all. On one amusing occasion this argument resulted in their
being compelled to allow me to cable a Communist army report
to London or lose “face”. The Eighth Route Army office in
Chungking gave me a military situation review covering the
greater part of 1943 which they had received from Yenan. It con-
sisted of accounts of actions fought, casualties inflicted on the
Japanese and losses sustained by themselves, etc. I wrote a cable
and submitted it for censorship. Half an hour later the censor
summoned me to his office and said it would have to be submitted
to the Kuomintang Military Council to be checked-up.

“But,” I said, “how can the Military Council check-up on
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Communist figures relating to military actions when they say
that no such fcl:ions have geen fought? On what basis will they
make their check?” o .

The censor looked foolish, and in face of my insistence agreed
that the report should go through if I would insert the words—
“the Chinese Communists claim, etc.,” which I did gladly.

Mr. T. V. Soong, the Chinese Kuomintang Premier, has
referred recently to the lack of experienced civil servants in
Kuomintang China. Doubtless this accounted for the naive
behaviour of some of them in dealing with experienced foreign
journalists. One night a Communist officer told me that the
radio transmitter and receiver, which was the only link of the
Communists in Chungking with Yenan, had been closed on
the orders of the Kuomintang Military Council. I asked him if he

- were quite certain, and he told me he had just left the office. The'.

door of the radio room had been locked and sealed so that no one
could enter without breaking in. I knew him to be a reliable
person, and he was not gaining anything by telling me the story
if it were untrue. I wrote it and submitted it for censorshlp.- A
few moments later a high official called at my room and said in
a very confidential and friendly tone: o .
“I know you do not wish to cable anything that is untrue, so
I have held up your message because it is not true that the
Eighth Route radio has been closed. It is functioning quite
normally. I have been assured of this by the Military Council.
I said that if I were mistaken I was sorry, and obliged to him
for his correction. Relieved to escape my usual protests, he over-
stepped himself and said : o .
“Look here. I will take you there, if you like, just to prove it to
ou.”
Y To his consternation I accepted the invitation, and we agreed
to depart together at nine o’clock on the following morning. At
five minutes to nine I called at his office and said to him:
“Look here. I don’t wish to make you look foolish if you have
made a genuine mistake. I merely want to say—will you please
be sure that the radio station we are visiting is really the station
of the Eighth Route, because you see 1 have been there, and
know exactly where it is and what it looks like.” ) -
I was bluffing, because I had not visited the station. But it
worked, and called his bluff too. He considered for 2 moment,
and then said :
“Well, I will look into it.” . .
Apparently he reported to the Military Council that it was no
use taking me to another station because I knew the right one.

At any rate, we never made that journey together, and my story
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was suppressed. I did not refer to the incident again, but he
looked uncomfortable for some weeks whenever we met. He was
quite a pleasant person, and I did not wish to embarrass him any
further. ' ,

For the same reason I discontinued visits to the weekly military
Press conference. At this an officer appointed by the Military
Council gave a lengthy report, monotonous with repetitions, of
Kuomintang military victories which we all knew quite well had
never taken place. At first we asked him questions, to which he
could not reply. He would become confused, and promise to
refer them to his superiors. We also knew that he would dare to
do nothing of the kind. I obtained no useful news, and wasted no
more time asking him for it.

In an effort to report the activities of the Kuomintang troops at
first-hand, I believe I was the first foreigner to request accredita-
tion as a Chinese war correspondent. This would have entailed
no risk to military security, because all my reports would have
been subject to military censorship. The fact was that the authori-
ties had no intention of allowing any journalist to see the farce
behind the scenes. A few days before I arrived in Chungking a
party of pressmen was taken to the Changteh area, but only after
fighting had ceased. This was one of the few occasions when there
would have been something to describe, but apparently the
Military Council did not expect even the 57th Division to put up
a fight. T saw action in China only once, when I flew on an .
American Superfortress bombing mission from India via Chengtu
to Japan and we shot down a Japanese fighter in flames north of
Nanking. .

Wherever a correspondent moved he was watched by Kuomin-
tang secret police. Diplomats were subject to the same scrutiny.
The wife of an Ambassador was informed by her Chinese butler
that it was his duty to report the name and time of arrival and
departure of every visitor to the Embassy to the authorities. No
critic of the Government dared to express his views to a foreign
correspondent unless convinced beyond all doubt that they
would not be repeated. Al visitors to the Press hostel, where we
lived, were suspect. The Communists were suspect anyway,
whatever they did, and therefore visited those of us who were
sufficiently interested in the political situation, quite freely. It
enraged officials that in this way we heard news from Yenan we
could not otherwise obtain, but they could not forbid such meet-
ings without destroying the democratic pretence of freedom of
speech and movement once and for all. On one occasion they
went to extreme lengths to suppress facts. :

At a Press conference a spokesman complained that we did not
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seem to believe Kuomintang news about the Communists. In
fact, there was no blockade of the Communist armies, merely
policing of the frontier area.

We asked 1 ““If we cable your statement, will you then allow us
to give the Communist reply?”

The answer was that if we presented the Kuomintang case
fairly by quoting the statement’as it stood we could certainly

state the Communist case as well. We therefore cabled it. The .

same evening Mr. Guenther Stein (Christian Science Monitor), Mr.
Israel Epstein (who later visited Yenan for the New York Times), the
correspondent of the London Times, and myself, visited Mr. Tung

"Pi-wu, Communist liaison representative in Chungking. He gave

us a calm, most moderately stated reply. His criticism of the Kuo-
mintang was polite, even conciliatory. He repeated the statements
of Mao Tse-tung that the Communists were willing to acknow-

ledge Chiang’s leadership in a constitutional democratic govern- .

ment. Not a word of our messages was ever passed by the Kuo-
mintang censors. We were promised daily that they would be
released as soon as “higher authority” had considered them. The
fact was, of course, that the tone of Mr. Tung Pi-wu’s reply placed
the Communists in far too favourable a light. It was, plainly for all
to see, not the utterance of a bandit, let alone a red one.

If the Kuomintang is persuaded to make peaceful agreement
with the Communists, Dr. Sun-fo must be given very considerable
credit. Like his stepmother, Madam Sun, he has no connection
with the Chinese Communist Party other than sympathy for their
just claims to inclusion in a constitutional government. I know
that, like his stepmother, he has expressed his opinions vigorously
in private conversations with Chiang Kai-shek because he told
me so. A considerable section of the Chinese public has also been
greatly impressed by his courageous attacks, both in writings and
speeches, on reactionary cliques within the Kuomintang. As son
of the founder of the Republic and President of the Legislative

Council of the Kuomintang Government, he enjoys great

prestige. He has never failed to use it rightly. In the spring of
1944 we discussed the Chinese political situation in his Chung-
king home. His forthright attitude was a refreshing change from
the clumsy deceit of so many of his “Cabinet” colleagues.

I asked him if he was prepared to trust the Communists in a
democratically constituted coalition government. He replied
with an emphatic ‘“‘yes”. He added that in his view such a
change must include all the Progressive elements in China,
among whom the Communists must be included.

“I have no fear of them at all,”” he said. “On the contrary, 1’
am of the opinion that the counsel of Mao Tse-tung and his,
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colleagues in our deliberations, and the ability of such a General
as Chu-teh (Communist Armies Commander-in-Chief), must
strengthen us in the war with Japan. This disunity has the most
deplorable consequences. We should not deny support to the
Communists because of their political opinions. I agree with
Madam Sun that they are Chinese first. They are fighting our
common enemy and this alone would entitle them to our
recognition.”

Dr. Sun also had no doubts about his father’s attitude in such
circumstances. He was convinced that he would have welcomed
the Communists into the deliberations of the Government without
hesitation. '

He did not assume that the Communists should automatically
share ruling power, but that immediately, in order to strengthen
the fight against Japan, they should be given a share in it, and
then, when free elections were held, should take their chance at
the polls with the Kuomintang and all other political parties.

“I do not think,” he said, “that Communism, of the Russian
Soviet pattern, would be suitable for China. The Chinese Com-
munists themselves have not attempted to impose it, but have so
far largely confined themselves to agrarian reforms. Nor do I
think they would be stupid enough to violate the Chinese char-
acter and tradition by forcing a political system upon the people
against their will. If the people want it they can choose it in a
free election, and if they don’t they can reject it.”

Dr. Sun was particularly contemptuous of those who were
attempting to suppress free speech and writing by Gestapo
methods. His opinion was that if the Kuomintang Government
attempted to maintain itself in power by such methods, it would
not long survive the end of the Japanese war in peace.

By remaining within the Kuomintang he runs the risk of mis-
representation by its opponents. He will be accused of hunting
with the hounds and running with the hare. But I believe he is
honestly persuaded that he is doing far more constructive work
by exercising his moderating influence in the party than by
remaining aloof. I am sure he is right. Moreover, while 2 man of
his eminence in the Kuomijntang stands for democratic unity
with the Communists the reactionaries will always find it difficult
to convince the world that Mao Tse-tung and his associates are
unfit to be recognised by a responsible Chinese Government.

One of the most popular propaganda lines of the Kuomintang
is to suggest to foreign correspondents that the “Yenan rebels”,
are preparing to sell-out China to Soviet Russia. So I was
particularly careful to ask Dr. Sun-fo’s opinion on Sino-Russian

relations. His reply was categorical:-
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“I have no fear of Soviet Russia, and there is no reason to
believe they have any aggressive intentions towards China. On
the contrary, I had a long discussion with Stalin in Moscow on
our relations. He gave me his personal and definite assurance

that Russia would never be a party to aggressive action against-

us and that they had no territorial ambitions here. He also
pledged his support of Mongolian independence. After all, it
seems to me that Stalin was talking plain common-sense. Why
should they wish to take over responstibility for any part of China?
As you know, my father had profound admiration for the achieve-
ments of the Russians. He did not think their system could be
applied to us, but that did not make him afraid of them, or cause
him to mistrust them. On the contrary, he sought their support.
As far as I know, and as far as anyone else knows, the Chinese
Communists have never received any military support from
Russia since the beginning of the Japanese war.”

So much for accusations of a Fifth Column in Yenan. :

Sometimes it was possible to report the blatancy of Kuo-
mintang reaction by quoting. official decrees, simply because
their instigators did not appreciate they were reactionary. The
most striking instance was the publication of a scheme by Chen
Li-fu, then Minister of Education, who, with his brother Chen

Kuo-fu, then head of the personnel appointments staff of Chiang

Kai-shek, is leader of the ““C.C. Clique”, most powerful reaction-
ary group in Kuomintang China. This prescribed conditions
under which Chinese students were sent to study in foreign
universities.

These were selected by Kuomintang Ministry of Education
officials and then sent for preliminary training in the party
political school. After being successfully indoctrinated with party

principles they were free to go abroad. There they were responsi-

ble to Chinese Embassies, to which they were obliged to report
their activities. It was the duty of the Embassies to control their
thought and conduct. If this in any way infringed party thought
or discipline they were subject to immediate recall to China on
the orders of the Government. These rules applied to students
who paid their own expenses as well as to those sent overseas at
the expense of the Government. The only way in which the
Embassies could keep check on the thoughts and activities of all
students was through reports of students specially appointed to
spy on their fellows.

When I asked Dr. Sun-fo his opinion of this technique he said :

“If they think that is the way to produce the finest students
they will discover their mistake. It is, of course, ludicrous, but it
is also disconcerting for the honest student who. wishes to go
Xxvi .

abroad to equip himself for a useful task. Realising the implica-
tions of this scheme, I imagine he will not avail himself of it, or
if he does, he is unlikely to return to China at the order of the
Government, or anyone else.”

Although he held this view, Dr. Sun’s influence was insufficient
to rescind the decision. It was only on rare occasions that a '
scholar or student dared to express his true opinions. For three
months I met a graduate of a foreign university two or three
times a week. He was not a Communist. On the contrary, he
was critical of Marxism. But he was also too Liberal to approve
of the Kuomintang dictatorship. He was present at many dis-
cussions with mutual friends, but he did not dare to contribute to
them on one single occasion. '

A young student came to my room one night. I told him he
was foolish to be associated with me because my attitude was by
then known throughout Chungking as a result of the questions I
had asked at Government Press conferences. He replied that he
was past caring what might happen to him, and proceeded to tell
me how it was impossible for Chinese undergraduates to speak
freely on any political subject unless it was to express unqualified
praise of the Kuomintang regime. If they did so, they were in
danger of denunciation by student agents of the Government.
At best they would be dismissed from the university and their
rice subsidy would be withdrawn. At the worst they would be
sent to a concentration camp. Some of his friends had dis-
appeared for this reason.

Revelations of persecution of intellectuals and concentration
camps will be strange news to those who have been accustomed
to accepting the democratic speeches of Chiang Kai-shek and his
wife at théir face value. It is unnecessary for me to prove it by
these personal instances. The following quotation is from War-
Time China, written by Mr. Maxwell S. Stewart, published by
the American Council, Institute of Pacific Relations, last year.
This body has not been accused of disseminating Communist
propaganda: :

“The C.C. Group is a Chinese version of an American
political machine. It has, indeed, been called China’s Tam-
many Hall. It owes its immense political influence to the fact
that its men hold most of the strategic positions in China’s one
legal party—the Kuomintang. One of the two Chen brothers
who head the C.C. Group, Chen Li-fu, is Minister of Educa;
tion, a post which gives him control over the indoctrination of
students and the intellectial life of the nation. The other, Chen
Kuo-fu, is head of the Personnel Division of Chiang Kai-shek’s
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headquarters, where he controls the distribution of Government
jobs and is in charge of the appointment of county magistrates.
Another C.C. leader, Hsu En-tseng, is Vice-Minister of Com-
munications and head of the powerful Investigation Bureau,
while another, Ku Cheng-kang, is Minister of Social Affairs.
Through this latter post the C.C. Group not only has control
over labour and the rural co-operatives but has full powers
over all organisations in Chungking and vicinity. To buttress
this political power the C.C. Group several years ago set up
its own secret police patterned closely on the Nazi Gestapo.
This police has directed its activities chiefly against students,
university professors and other intellectuals suspected of either
democratic or Communist leanings. Since both students.and
professors have been hard hit by the inflation and are depend-
ent on a government rice allowance for existence, the super-
visory activities of the C.C. secret police have been highly
effective in controlling the expression of opinion. Because the
C.C. Group has been highly critical of British and American
policies since Pearl Harbour and is strongly anti-Soviet, its
influence has caused many misgivings among United Nations
leaders. The C.C. Group has often been accused by demo-
cratic groups within China of Fascist, and even pro-Japanese,
sympathies. Charges of this kind cannot easily be proved or
disproved. But the C.C. Group has invited it by adopting
many of the trimmings of Nazism and Fascism in its methods
of party organisation. Its secret police, for example, and its
methods for the control of labour and the co-operatives, were

- consciously patterned after German and Italian models. In
domestic policy the C.C. Group has consistently fought all.
efforts to make the Kuomintang more democratic and has taken
the lead in urging the suppression of the Communists.”

But this is not the only secret police force in China. Listen
again to Maxwell Stewart. After discussing military leadership
he says:

“There are many other military leaders with influence on
the Chinese political scene, but we shall not complicate the
picture with a longer list. Mention must be made, however, of
Tai Li, whose name inspires fear in China. He is head of the
secret police operating under the direction of the Military
Affairs Committee. This is another Gestapo-like organisation,
which has little connection with the C.C. political police, men-
tioned above ; it is in some ways a rival body. Although active

primarily in military zones, it is sometimes in conflict with

the C.C. police. There are also the County Gendarmes, who
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nominally have responsibility for policing communications
in the war zones. Originally set up as a kind of military police
to help maintain army discipline, the County Gendarmes
frequently make unauthorised arrests. Indirectly connected
with the Army is the San Min Chu I Youth Corps, named after
the San Min Chu I, or Three People’s Principles of Dr. Sun
Yat-sen. This organisation has as its purpose the training of
young men and women in the teachings of Sun Yat-sen so that
they may become politically informed members of the Kuomin- -
tang. Although bearing some resemblance to the Hitler Youth,
it is not really a ‘youth’ corps but is made up in large part of
older men. It has attracted, however, a good number of
students and other young people. Since membership of the
Corps is an aid in obtaining a rice subsidy, its ranks have grown
rapidly since the war and it now constitutes an important
political force. Although violently anti-Communist, it is inde-
pendent of the C.C. clique. According to some observers the
Youth Corps has become more progressive in the past few
years but this judgment is disputed by others.”

In fact, the only ideological and practical difference between
all Kuomintang reactionary groups is the method of their rivalry.
for political power. It is futile for Chiang Kai-shek’s Chinese or
foreign, apologists to protest his democratic sympathies in the
face of his continued support of political reaction, maintained in_
power by “secret police patterned closely on the Nazi Gestapo™.
Same recent Government changes have given the impression
that he is broadening his attitude. What were these changes?
Dr. H. H. Kung, husband of the sister of Madam Sun and
Madam Chiang Kai-shek, and Minister of Finance during the
most critical period of the war, was dismissed to make way for
their brother, T. V. Soong, who had long been in disfavour for
his democratic sympathies. Soong was made Premier, and his
place as Foreign Minister was filled by Dr. Wang Shih-chieh, who
represented China at the recent conference of Foreign Ministers
in London. Both these men would be regarded in England as
right-wing Liberals, or left-wing Tories. Both hdve professed
the practicability of peaceful settlement with the Communists,
Apart from these two men, Madam Sun and Dr. Sun-fo, I did not
meet one Kuomintang leader who produced any evidence of his
democratic intention. General Ho Ying-chin was replaced as
Minister for War by General Chen-cheng, most able of the
Kuomintang commanders, who distinguished himself during the
early Salween river campaign. He has always opposed war with

the Communists for the military reason that there could be no
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end to it. But the political cliques which rule the Government
remain, secret police and all. Ho Ying-chin is still Chief of Staff
of the Kuomintang armies in the field, and it is to him that the
Japanese troops have been ordered to surrender. He has now
invited the help of Generals who went over to the Japanese
with their troops. Recently Chen Li-fu left the Ministry of Educa-
tion to take over the post of his brother, who has been made Chair-
man of the Farmers’ Bank—a switch which leaves their political
and economic power unimpaired. Dr. Kung has returned to China
from America. His financial power is enormous. His presence in
China is also a constant threat to T. V. Soong. If his progressive
policy becomes too strong Kung is always there to take his place
and obey Chiang’s orders unconditionally. .

Why were these changes made?

My opinion, based on personal experience in China and on
close contact with the Kuomintang, high American military:
circles and the Communists, is that General Ho was dismissed
from the War Ministry under strong pressure from the Americans,
who were no longer willing to work with him. It is probable that
the appointments of T. V. Soong and Dr. Wang were made for
two reasons: first, to appease growing discontent with reaction in
China and convince the outside world that Chiang Kai-shek was
fulfilling his promise to democratise his regime ; secondly, because
Chiang wished to strike a bargain with Soviet Russia and they
were best fitted to do it for him. The result of this was the Sine—
Soviet Pact. By this Chiang is left with a free hand to deal with
the internal political situation as he thinks fit. Russia gains
defensive territory in Manchuria and on_the China coast, and
strengthens her southern Chinese border. It is inconceivable that
Stalin relished a sell-out of his Chinese Communist friends. He is
well informed on Chinese affairs, and Russian newspapers have
severely criticised the Kuomintang regime. On one occasion
Pravda reprinted in full a highly critical article by me in the News
Chronicle. Mr. Protsenko, the Tass Correspondent, who has visited
Yenan, was deeply impressed by all he saw, and he would not
keep his opinions to himself. Most likely explanation of Russia’s
action seems to be that faced with American expansion in the
Far East, or, to put it more politely, America’s defensive Far
Eastern policy, and the atom bomb, she is pushing out her own
defences as far as-possible.

Open Russian support of the Communists in the face of
American support of Chiang would obviously increase the risk
of bringing Russia and America into a state of war with each
other, even though they might avoid armed conflict. This policy

may not prevent American intervention, but it keeps Russia
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clear of any charge of meddling in the internal affairs of China
on one side or the other, and throws the onus on the Americans
of proving they are equally dispassionate. The Sino-Soviet
Treaty is also only a bargain between Russia and China. Appar-
ently it dqes not prohibit Russian self-defensive action if American
intervention on the side of the Kuomintang in civil war is held to
be an antx-Sov1.et act. I do not put this forward as an excuse for
political expediency, but as one possible explanation of recent
diplomatic events. '

I do not think we need be deluded that the Sino-Soviet pact
was anything more than a self-defensive act on Russia’s part.

American intervention is already taking place. General Wede-
meyer, Commander-in-Chief of American forces in China and
military adviser to Chiang Kai-shek, has made several statements.

The first was reported to be that he had received orders to give
full American support to the Generalissimo. He denied, however.
that this meant taking sides in civil war. It was merely fulfilment
of an obligation to assist the Kuomintang Government to occupy
areas surrendered by the Japanese. Later he was reported to
have said, apparently in answer to questions, that “to be realistic’”’
it must be admitted that the transportation of Chiang’s soldiers
to those areas which were now occupied by the Communists was
in fact helping the Kuomintang against the Communists.*

. Did the Russians anticipate this development in the Chinese
situation? Whether they did or not, they are, momentarily, well
out of it. Whether the Americans think their actions constitute
military intervention in the affairs of another nation or not, the
Chinese Communists do, and have said so plainly. There are rr’xany
Americans in and out of China who will hold the same opinion.

These reported statements by Wedemeyer remind me of a con-
versation with him in Chungking in the winter of last year when
the Japanese advance up the Kweiyang road was threatening
Kunming, the capture of which would have made China unten-
able for American forces. It was during this crisis that General
Chou En-lai arrived in Chungking from Yenan to discuss military
;‘lnl'ty with Chiang. One American airfield after another was
alling to the enemy. American officers were openly discussing
the inability of ill-led Kuomintang troops to stop him, and
Preparations were being made for the evacuation of all American
gersonnel in the event of an advance to the gates of Kunming,
CC}>lr the first time Chinese newspapers expressed alarm. I flew to

ungking from Assam to report the military situation and the

* General Hurley, the American Ambassador, h i
against American diplomats who ha ned i Tesignec a5 & protest
SUpport for Commum}s)t mats | ve criticised this policy and advocated
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political negotiations. At a private interview I asked General
Wedemeyer: :

“What in your view is the effect on military operations of the
split between Kuomintang and Communist forces?”

He replied: “That is a political question.” :

A few moments before he had stated publicly that the situation
was very serious indeed, but that America would never desert
her ally.

Half a million of the best-trained, equipped and fed troops of
the Kuomintang were still blockading the Communists in the
north, and had not fired a shot against the Japanese. Thousands
of refugees fleeing before the enemy were dying of starvation.
One entire division of Kuomintang troops disappeared into the
hills with their equipment, and at no point were Chiang’s men
offering organised or determined resistance. But, however many
Chinese suffered, the American command must not intervene in
Chinese politics. They behaved with perfect diplomatic decorum
by continuing to support the most reactionary and incompetent
opponents of the Japanese in China and by refusing to offend
them by insisting on giving Lend-Lease military supplies to the
most determined and successful Chinese armies—the Eighth
Route and New Fourth, commanded by the Communist General
Chu-teh. Observers who knew the facts had two hopes: (1) that
exceptionally bitter weather would slow down the Japanese,
(2) that this was a token offensive designed to frighten the
Generalissmo and persuade him to avoid united military action
with the Communists and reduce collaboration with the Ameri-
cans. Just when Kweiyang seemed certain to fall, leaving the
enemy a clear road to Kunming westward and Chungking north-

ward, he began to withdraw. It was significant that this began

to take place soon after a high Chinese general went to the front.
It was common talk that he had made a deal. T his, of course,
cannot be proved, but it is a fact that without the slightest
military evidence to support his optimism, Chiang Kai-shek
expressed confidence that the Japanese would be driven back.
His attitude was strangely inconsistent with that of a leader faced
with a national crisis, and in sharp contrast to that of Wedemeyer,
who did not persuade him to settle political differences with the
Communists, but did persuade him to withdraw some of his
soldiers blockading the Communists and send them to the
Kweiyang sector. ‘That they arrived too late to do battle before
the enemy turned about was not the American General’s fault.

I asked for an interview with Chiang. My interpreter asked me
not to press the Kuomintang—Communist issue. I told him this
was a strange request at a time when the Generalissimo was sup-
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osed to be making strenuous i i
gril_rllcipal e e efforts to settle it, and made it the
is nonchalance would have been astonishing i
faced by a difficult military situation and detemxxligwlci1 tgnyutn:?l:
defqncc of China before political differences. It was true that the
Japanese had begun to withdraw, but no one knew when the
might come on again. American military intelligence was actiny
on the assumption that they might be regrouping for mor%
effective assault. But Chiang was surprised by my own concern
Only the Generalissimo and his Chief of Staff, Ho Yin, -chin
ap%)eaulr{eccl{ tl(:' bel}xleve the Chinese communiques. ’ 8 ’
asked him how the visit of General Chou ha ,
He replied that, being determined to settle the Co?m?tﬁ?stagzgst:
tion on a peaceful basis, he had sent an invitation for a Com-
munist representative to come to Chungking for discussions.
Oﬁr{i‘(l:l:lsl is a pollt}Igﬁl question,” he said, “and can be settled by
‘gn'd ; am%f)a;)r;sf:ul.” e 81tf1at10n between us is much improved, -
T asked him what were the obstacles to agreement. He replied
_that naturally there must be one Government in China. I
reminded him that the Communists had expressed their willing-
¢ ness to accept his leadership, but only in a democratic constitlgl
‘\~‘(‘t10nal Government. The Generalissimo -appeared to be em:
wbarrassed, and the interpreter hurried to the next question. I
h returned to the point, and Chiang ‘declared that China was
_alrea(_iy a democracy,:but in a different form from the democracies
;:gfl liﬁ(taag:a :nld, Agltippa,l tgat the1 Communists were represented
: e’s Political Council a
,tal‘t‘e e F arepin  orical Goune nd were always welcome to
Vi SI zould welcome their co-operation,” he added.
=" Such sentiments sent abroad by Kuomintan i
were accepted at their face valuf}:” by millionsginprgﬁigi?lncggt;
America. This was not the first time they had been spoken by th
,’Generahssurno and denied by his actions. oy e

,1 Listen to Maxwell Stewart again:

“In what many observers regarded as aﬁ i
American, British and Russian igears of a civil ﬁ: tix:ngilﬁgt
Chiang Kai-shek issued an official statement on September 13’
1943, declaring that the ‘Chinese Government does not have
any Eartlcular demand to make on the Chinese Communist
‘Party and was prepared ‘to be tolerant’. He added that the
Communist problem is purely a political problem and should
be solved by political means’. But then he went on to accuse the

Connnulusts Of assa ul tlrlg natlona.l GO vernment troo ps a-!ld
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large body of liberal progressive opinion i in; ich i
inaGrticulalteC E)lccause orf)‘ thgt;r supprcsls)ion gf llrilbg‘}:;rx.l’a" which is now
seneral Chou went on to say that, unlike the i
Chinese Communists had nev}::r sov.,lght to throlsvugf:mngagﬁ’ 3112
?I};crse ft(;fr ocopcentﬁ‘apng on the winning of the European war
i ne ore thr Ev‘:g;g their combined resources against the Japanese
“With a victorious Germany we should be i |
case,” he sald._ “In the mean};ime, with the hglpm\‘iri}ilcl? %rzz ‘
already been given to China, we could do much. We have few
enough resources in North China, but by establishing a Govern-
ment in the interests of the people, thereby securing their enthusi-
astic co-operation, using our resources to the best advantage and
with determination to fight whatever the odds, we have scored
some notable successes. If all China were fighting the war vigor-
ousl;(ri there would be no time for excuses and regrets. We hg;we
ilot 01(13: all we might by any means. We have a great deal to
hearn.f 1 ur administration is not perfect. Some of our people
'fave allen into bad byreaucratic habits. It would be surprisin
if we had succeeded in everything. But in the main we hav%
Zuccee};ied. We have assured the people of enough to eat and
61t(1)11(13g to wear, and we are all inspired with the will to fight.
b xi”wme hwe could not have organised guerrilla warfare.
2 thge nehwdat would have happened to the Russian guerrillas
iy re had been a Fifth Column, or the people had been in-
fon lllfercit. They could not have fought with success. You cannot
bers 1:; € peasants to help guerrillas by terrorism. They would
oo wetray (}irou. The only way is to inspire confidence, and the
P}; ?y fgo o that is to feel they are helping themselves.”
. Sta<t)o o thg, Communist success dqes not, of course, rest in such
that tim%lt y General Chou En-lai, but in the inescapable fact
bete. ¢ Communists have been able to resist much greater and
i~ -equipped forces of Japanese and inflict more severe casual-
Thpon tlﬁem than the American-supplied Kuomintang.
1rnentose who believed the Generalissimo’s expectation of settle-
enanweﬁe quickly disappointed, for General Chou returned to
and the Kuomintang blockade of the Communists continued
AL ere was no more talk of democratic progress.
that te}f tge signing of the Sino-Russian pact it was announced
o furtﬁ eneralissimo had invited Mao Tse-tung to Chungking
into £ 1.er talks. Once again the world was temporarily deceived
a c(:) ;(lei\;{ng tgat Chiang was becoming more democratic and
acCOmplisht:?infacgvemmem in China would soon become an
t should be made clear that the Communists have everything
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“forcefully occupying our national territory’. He repeated
demands previously made by the Kuomintang for the disband-
ment of the Eighth Route Army and the dissolution of all Com-
munist governmental organisations, including the local govern-
ments, while offering no concessions to the Communist demand

for guarantees for the rights of a minority party.”

" »

% The Generalissimo displayed in my conversation with him
the same contempt for facts as his subordinates. When I asked
General Chou why he had come to Chungking, he told me that
Mao Tse-tung had sent him in an effort to achieve a settlement to
enable the war to be prosecuted more vigorously, and that the
Americans had agreed to fly him in an American plane and
guarantee him their protection. "This was what he said about the
Generalissimo’s anxiety to come to peaceful agreement and form
- a united front. ) '
T “When I arrived in Chungking I was kept waiting for more
" than a week before Chiang Kai-shek agreed to see me. When he

did there was no negotiation. He treated me with scant courtesy,

delivered a series of harangues on the misbehaviour of the Com-

munists, and demanded that we should disband our troops and
- place ourselves under the direction of the Kuomintang Govern-

ment. He refused categorically to set up a coalition composed of

members of the Kuomintang, Communists and other minorities.
3 We got nowhere, as usual. He has told you that he is hopeful of
L the outcome of our talks. But I can assure you that they have
already failed because he is not prepared to make the slightest
: concession. There is no point in hiding the fact, because to-
“ morrow I am flying back to Yenan to report to Mao Tse-tung,
and I do not expect to return. We shall never agree to our sub-
ordination to the present Goyernment. :

«Now that we are able to talk frankly, let me tell you our point
of view..We are willing to serve under the leadership of the
Generalissimo within a coalition Government consisting of all
parties. With such a Government in power there would be no
major difficulty in coming to an arrangement about the control
of the various armed forces in China. Why do we not wish to
surrender our military independence now? Because we fear that
the reactionarics of the Kuomintang would take the opportunity
of destroying us. Is there any evidence that they might do so?
Yes, there is the evidence of nearly a million Kuomintang troops
still blockading us and preventing our throwing all our armed
strength against the Japanese. We could serve in a Government |
with such men as General Chen, Dr. Sun-fo, Dr. T. V. Soong and
Dr. Wang; also with many others. Madam Sun represents a
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to gain by making an agreement which does not destroy them as a
political entity, and much to lose by remaining separated fro
the rest of China. . .
This was admitted in a recent broadcast from Hong Kong by
a B.B.C. Correspondent, who was naive enough to say that, faced
with intolerable armed opposition, the Kuomintang was in a
- favourable position to resolve the problem at a time when the
. Communists were unable to obtain supplies. : |
This is quite true, and it explains exactly why Chiang Kai-)
shek’s troops took the offensive against the Communists. Thej
technique is too stale to deceive those with knowledge of the facts.]
‘First a gesture of reconciliation, followed by a meeting at which
Chiang is supposed to be discussing practical measures for yielding
dictatorship to democratic government; then the failure of the
talks owing to reluctance by the Communists to yield thei
military independence; then the march of Kuomintang troops
into Communist areas to take-over from the Japanese and restore
order.
During the war the Kuomintang did not attempt to fight the
enemy in this part of the country. When their troops were not
actually fighting the Communists, they were blockading them.
With the exception of rifles made from railway lines, cannon made
of wood, home-made grenades and mines, the Communists have
fought almost entirely with equipment captured from the;
Japanese. Hence the order of the Generalissimo to the Japanese
commanders that in no circumstances must they surrender arms
to the Communists. In effect this was asking the Japanese to
continue fighting Chinese until the Kuomintang came to receive
their surrender and relieve them. The Communists have recently
charged Chiang Kai-shek with enlisting the support of the
Japanese against them. This cannot be proved except by first-
hand observation, but in view of the order to surrender only to
Kuomintang troops, it is extremely likely. :
Chiang was in a difficult position when the war ended, and if]
he did not intend peaceful settlement with the Communists it
was important that they should not be allowed to obtain Japanese
arms. His soldiers were far removed from the Communist—]
Japanese front, and he had no aeroplanes to take them there
quickly. What could be more natural, therefore, than a request|
to the Japanese to hold on until the American air force could fly
them and American ships sail them. This in fact has occurred.|
Clashes have also been reported between American marines;
supporting Kuomintang troops, and the Communists, andi
American fighters are said to have machine-gunned Communist
forces. I do not believe, if this is true, that the Americans did!sa}
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deliberately, but if they were not in the area there would be no
room for mistakes.
When I talked to General Wedemeyer he protested that he was
a soldier and that politics were not his concern. He is now,
according to reports from China, compelled to admit that if this
was not thg Ame'rlcan intention, the effect of continuing aid to
Chiang Kai-shek is to assist him in his war against Chinese people
of different political opinions and practices. The American
Government knows the facts. If President Truman has any
doubts, there are many American officers who visited Yenan who
can tell him their opinion of the achievements of Mao Tse-tung,
General Chu-teh and General Chou En-lai in helping America to
win the war against the Japanese. If further evidence is required,
it can be given by Foreign Correspondents who also went to
Yenan but were not allowed to cable the truth from China.
This was another instance of deliberate suppression of the facts
by Kuomintang censorship. When I arrived in Chungking for
the first time I was forbidden to go to the Communist areas. ODay
after day I was supported in my demand to be allowed to see
the situation for myself by Israel Epstein, Guenther Stein and the
London Times Correspondent. Just before I had to leave China
for Burma in May 1944, the Generalissimo gave his consent. My
colleagues went. They were all deeply impressed. They were
allowed to travel with Communist army units, and no restriction
was placed upon their movements. Epstein, who is one of the
igllrewdest and most able journalists I have met in twenty years,
ound there a genuine attempt to establish a Chinese democracy
%I}lsnan enthusiasm which he had not found anywhere else in
a.
thMost striking was the integrity of the Government leaders and
¢ absence of corruption. The affection of the people and the
army for Mao Tse-tung and General Chu-teh was apparent
¢verywhere, and in dramatic contrast to the division between the
a'rllomml::«mg rulers and the peasantry, which is such that soldiers
: ¢ never allowed to fight in the provinces from which they are
.ccruited and personal contact between the army and the people
1s discouraged. '
C};ljhat t‘l‘us is not an exaggeration was shown in an article in a .
- Slnesga “Liberal” newspaper last winter, which complained that
. uspicious were the people of the army, that peasants had been
ma?gvn to bar their doors and refuse a cup of water to a thirsty

. Before my colleagues left Chungking they agreed' to a condition

'Mposed by the Kuomintan. i
) g that they should stay in the Com-
'Munist areas for at least three months. Perhaps Clyiang Kai-shek
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genuinely believed that at the end of that time they would have §
had enough. Evidently alarmed by their appreciation of Com-}
munist achievements, accompanying Kuomintang officials sug-;
gested that they might like to return to Chungking at the end of}}
two- weeks. My friends politely retorted that it would be dis-}
courteous to the Generalissimo to break their promise, and §
stayed on. A

But the Kuomintang had the last word but one. Until Epstein)
and Stein left China they were not allowed to write a single
cable which was not mutilated beyond recognition by Kuomin-}
tang censors. One of the more amusing instances was the deletion }
of the words “well fed” in a description by Epstein of a Com-
munist army mule train. Communist beasts, like Communist §
citizens, must be starving under a government of “red bandits”. }

Some American army officers who had no political sympathies f
with Communism, and were inclined to believe the rabid propa-§
ganda of the Kuomintang, were surprised by the efficiency of the
Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies, and by the spontaneous
support of the people for the Communist Government. !

One of the most striking testimonies came from a former §

American missionary who had been,closely connected with the |
Chiang family for many years. He went to Yenan expecting his ;
worse fears to be confirmed. Like the rest, he was asked to return |

at the end of two weeks. To the annoyance of his Kuomintang }
friends, he declined, and insisted on remaining to discover the §
true situation for himself. He did not return a Communist, but |
he did return a convinced exponent of a united democratic |

China. His comment on the Communist regime was:

““This is the kind of China which I have always hoped to see.” !
I did not see Communist China for myself. My duties to my |
newspaper prevented this, but I have talked with the Communist }

leaders and with friends who have seen it. I did see something of '

the China under Kuomintang dictatorship. When I left in May §
1944 I thought that perhaps my conflicts with censors had dis- |

torted my vision and that conditions were not really as bad as
they appeared. When 1 returned seven months later, after |
experiencing some of the rigours of Indian political censorship, I

was prepared to believe I had been mistaken, and that I had }

judged the administration too harshly. But I found nothing to

correct my first impressions. There was the same suppression of |
truth, the same persecution of anyone suspected of progressive |

views. The members of the Friends’ Ambulance Unit were still

thought to be Communists because they treated all Chinese, §
whatever their political opinions, alike. Soldiers were still starving |
in the streets and begging for rice at the doors of restaurants. ]
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There was the same enormous gulf between the few immensely
rich, thriving on the profits of Government contracts and black-
market deals, and the millions of poor. The shops were still filled
with Lend-Lease drugs. There was still not the slightest attempt
to control inflation, which had increased prices more than seven
or eight hundred times. There was no sign that the army was
fighting the Japanese. Chiang was still protesting democratic
sentiments and preaching total war against the enemy, while he
maintained the C.C. clique and Tai li in power and kept nearly a
million troops on the borders of Communist territories, when they
should have been driving back the Japanese. Overconfidential
Kuomintang supporters were still boasting “between ourselves”
that when the Japanese war was over they would deal with the
Communists who wanted to nationalise all Chinese women.

It was a nauseating and depressing spectaclé. But it was a worth
while visit, because it confirmed that I had not been deceived dur-
ing my first stay. Italso gave me the opportunity of meeting Chou
En-lai and bringing to England the documents which form this
book. There could not be a more appropriate time for their
publication.

I 'am not 2 Communist. Not one of my colleagues who went to
Yenan is a Communist. My sympathies are with the Chinese
Communists in this struggle for the same reason that the sympathies
of Madam Sun Yat-sen and all Progressives are with them, for
the same reason that my sympathies during the Spanish civil war

were with the Republican Government, as were those of all Pro-

gressives in Britain. In my view, it is the same struggle.
Fascism is not a system. It is an idea which is expressed in all
countries where it has developed in the same way. It can be

recognised wherever the welfare of the many is subordinated to
the interests of the few who impose their will by armed force,
suppression of conflicting opinion and the liberty of the in-
dividual to choose his rulers. To the question, Why do you
support the Communists when you do not believe in Com-
Munism? I reply, Because there is no alternative. If Chinese
Fascism wins, it will not be a victory over Communists alone, but
over all professors of democratic opinion and practice, as Franco’s
Victory was the defeat of democratic Spain. Progressives found
themselves in strange company in the defence of Madrid—
Catholics fought side by side with Communists, Anarchists with

iberals, This unity was forged out of a common fear and hatred

of the Fascist idea. It was forged again in the countries under

uropean occupatian. And so it has been forged in China.
Anti-Communist as she is, and saturated with Kuomintang

Propaganda, it is unlikely that the Chinese can hope for widespread
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sympathy in America. They are likely immediately to find a/ 4

better hearing from the people of Britain, who were told that the

Spanish war was a struggle with bloody red Bolsheviks on the one §
hand and the defenders of Christian order on the other, and then

wakened during the second world war to find a Fascist Spain oh

their flank. Nevertheless, it seems to me to be a friendly act to
point out American mistakes as I have seen them. I do not §
believe that Americans would be sympathetic to Chinese Fascism
if they could see it in action. Millions are deluded, as millions }

of Britains were deluded during the Spanish struggle.

Let a Chinese speak to America for himself. A few days ago’
Major Chen Chia-kang, secretary to Chou En-lai, arrived in §

England from the San Francisco Conference, where he was a

member of the Chinese Communist delegation. To prove their
democratic outlook it was necessary for the Kuomintang to }

allow the Major to attend. This was what he said to me: )
I believe that civil war in China will end as soon as America

makes it clear that she has no further intention of supporting the 3
troops of the Kuomintang against the Communists. American
intervention in any form is the greatest danger to the Chinese

people today. If outside intervention were to help the Kuomin-

tang to defeat the Communists quickly, we should, of course, 4
have a kind of peace in China, though this would be undesirable |
to millions. But the fact is that without outside help the Kuomin-
tang cannot, in our opinion, defeat us at all. The Communist }
Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies are now 1,200,000 strong, |
and better armed than they have ever been. In addition, we have }
now 2,300,000 People’s Militia, or Local Defence Corps, com- }
posed of peasants who resisted behind and among the Japanese |
lines during the war. As you know, we are very experienced in §
guerrilla fighting. We also have enthusiastic co-operation §
between the people and the troops, without which our guerrilla
fighting would have been impossible. Our men are well-clothed |
and well-fed and their morale is high. Against us the Kuomin- }
tang have deployed about 1,500,000 of their 3,000,000 troops. {
For the most part they are ill-fed, badly clothed, and events have |
shown their morale to be low. Of ten divisions sent against us |
in South Hopei, seven were badly cut about, and a large body |}
came over to us with their army commander, General Kao j

Shuh-shun.

“It was agreed between Mao Tse-tung and the Generalissimo |
at their recent negotiations for settlement of the Kuomintang— 1
Communist split that no military action would be taken before |
the meeting of the new Political Advisory Committee on §
November 20. But General Kao informed our commanders that
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he had received orders to deploy and attack us before that date.
Since the agreement between Mao and the Generalissimo,
Kuomintang forces have penetrated into the areas we liberated
from the Japanese, although it was understood that the final
occupation of these should be decided by the new committee,
which consists of nine Communists, nine Independents, nine
members of the Democratic League and nine members of the
Kuomintang. With the help of American ships and planes
Chiang’s soldiers are being placed into position to fight us.

“As a result of Chiang Kai-shek’s order to the enemy to sur-
render arms only to his troops, it is estimated that at least 409,
of Japanese tréops in China have not yet been disarmed. American
intervention, which has been described by the Americans as
helping the Chinese Government to occupy areas surrendered
by the Japanese, has intensified the civil war because it has
encouraged Kuomintang expectations of further help. If they
are told that if they are determined to fight they will fight alone
I believe they will stop immediately, and there is a chance that
they will accept peaceful agreement to avoid protracted war.
The issue today is not Communism versus capitalism but demo-
cracy versus totalitarianism. That is why we have the support of
all Liberals in this struggle. All we ask is coalition government
shared by all interests and then free elections.* We are not afraid
of fighting. We believe we can win, but such a war, bringing
suffering to millions, must not be allowed to spread. The
Americans who have so bravely fought one tyranny must not be
deceived into supporting another.” :

At the head of Kuomintang troops now being transported by
United States transports is General Ho Ying-chin, who has been
described by Mr. Maxwell Stewart as follows:

“He has never got along any too well with British, American
or Soviet military men. And he has made no secret of his
opposition to the Chinese Communists. He opposed Chiang
Kai-shek’s decision to form a united front with the Communists
before the outbreak of war, and he is believed to have been
chiefly responsible for the attack on the Communist New Fourth
Army a few years ago. Although his action in dispatching troops
against the kidnappers of Chiang Kai-shek in 1936 is said by
some people to have endangered Chiang’s life, the General-
issimo has never disciplined him or openly opposed him in
any way.”

. * Since this statement General Chou En-lai has said that if this will end the
civil war the Communists are even prepared to agree to a transitional period
before coalition Government is established. : . ~
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The truth is that as long as the Generalissimo sustains the
reactionaries in power there is no hope of peaceful settlement 4
with the Communists and the establishment of a democratic '}
constitution with the help of all Chinese Progressives. The enus
is upon him to prove that protestations of good intention are §
consistent with the retention of such men as Ho Ying-chin, the

Chen brothers, Tai li and the rest.

Mr. Bevin, the British Foreign Secretiry, has spoken brave |
words about Spain, and confessed that the British Labour Govern- 4
ment would like to see a change of rule there. He has voiced }
strong objection to Russian behaviour in Eastern Europe. So |
far he has spoken of China only to say that the civil war is a }
Chinese affair and that he wishes to sec a settlement. Does any- §
one in Britain or America believe that a totalitarian China with §
450,000,000 people would be less dangerous than a Fascist

Spain, or Imperial Japan?

In this introduction to the Communist report I have tried to #
preserve a clear distinction between the Kuomintang Govern-
ment and the Chinese people. Among them I found a gracious- |
ness that I have not found elsewhere in the world. It is quite
impossible to feel any sense of superiority in the presence of the |
poorest or most humble of them. Their life, through under- §

nourishment, overwork and disease, is not always long, and yet

one feels that while they have life they are in charge of it. If 1 |

were writing in another age, I think perhaps I should say of them
that this people is possessed of the spirit of ‘God. There is no
decadence amongst them. By our standards they are backward,
and yet I do not fear for them as much as I fear for ourselves.
They are amongst the oldest civilised races of the earth, and yet

they give the impression of being the youngest and most virile. "

They are, to me, the most admirable.

Acquiescence in this situation would justly earn us the contempt
of all those Chinese men and women to whom, after we had seen
their heroism and devotion to the ideals for which we our-
selves were fighting, we gave our promise that we would write
the truth.

If their defeat through any act of ours comes to pass, we
should keep these facts firmly and clearly in our minds. For then
we shall be seeing the defeat of those who gave millions a new
hope when all but hope was gone. '

London. November, 1945
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ON COALITION GOVERNMENT

A PorrricaL ReporT BY CHAIRMAN Mao TSE-TUNG TO THE
SEVENTH NATIONAL CONGRESs OF THE KUNGCHANTANG (CHINESE
CoMMUNIST PARTY) ON APRIL 24, 1045

1. The Basic Demands of the Chinese People

Courapes! The long-awaited seventh National Congress of our
Party is now opened. On behalf of the Central Committee, I am
going to make you a report. The present situation demands that
a number of important questions be discussed and decisions
thereon made in this congress. Then we shall have to explain
our decisions to the Chinese people, and co-operate with them if
they.agree to our decisions. o

Our congress takes place in the following circumstances: The
Chinese people, having fought against the Japanese aggressors
resolutely, courageously and indomitably for almost eight years,
experiencing untold hardships and making heavy self-sacrifices,
helped to bring about a new situation; a decisive victory has been
scored in the holy and just war; the time is near for the Chinese
people, in collaboration with our Allies, to defeat the_ Japanese;
but China, still hard pressed by them, is not yet united, and a
grave crisis still exists. In such circumstances, what should we
do? Indubitably, what China urgently needs is the establishment,
through uniting all political parties and non-partisan leaders, of
a democratic, provisional coalition government, so that demo-
cratic reforms may be instituted, the present crisis overcome, all
anti-Japanese forces mobilised and united in collaboration with
our Allies, and the Chinese people freed from the hands of the
enemy. This being done, the National Assembly, based on broad
democratic principles, will have to be summoned to form a regular
democratic government of similar coalition nature embracing more
broadly all parties and non-partisan representatives. This govern-
ment will then lead the liberated people of the entire nation to
build an independent, free, democratic, unified, prosperous and
Strong country—in short, to build a new China after defeating the

aggressors through unity and democracy. v
1




We think that only by so doing can the basic demands of the
Chinese people be met. Hence my report is mainly concerned f
with discussions of these demands. It also treats with emphasis §

the problem of coalition government, as that problem has been

regarded with great interest by the Chinese people and the |

Allied Press.

The Kungchantang has overcome many difficulties and achieved
great results in its work in the eight years of anti-Japanese war. §
But, in the present circumstances, grave difficulties still confront 3
the Party and the people. The situation demands that our }
Party intensify its efforts in further overcoming these difficulties, §
and in striving to realise the basic demands of the Chinese §

people.
2. The International and the Domestic Situation

Can the Chinese people realise these basic demands? The §
answer, in our opinion, depends on the extent of the people’s 4
awakening, solidarity, and effort. But the present international . §
and domestic situation offers them many advantageous conditions,
which, if well utilised, will undoubtedly facilitate their task of §
defeating the aggressors and building up a new China. The |
Chinese people should redouble their efforts for the accomplish-

ment of their own task.
What is the present international situation?

Contrary to the expectations of Chinese and foreign reaction- 1
aries, the three great democracies—Britain, the United States, ]

and the Soviet Union—remain united. Disputes among these

democracies did, and may in the future, exist; but after all unity (

reigns supreme. This all-decisive condition, finally demonstrated

at the Crimea Conference, was created in the most critical mo- |

ment in the history of the world—in the 1940’s. It was created
when, as the Fascist war of aggression threatened the existence

of the peace-loving peoples of the world, reactionary forces in }
many of the more important nations (not all the nations), who }
had aided the Fascist aggressors by opposing the Anglo~American— |

Soviet gnity,’ were forced down the political ‘stage en masse,
and anti-Fascist forces in favour of the Anglo-American—Soviet
unity came to power. The whole aspect of the world has changed
since that condition made its appearance. All Fascist forces, in-
cluding their hidden agents in various countries, must be ex-
tirpated, international problems must be solved by conferences
led by the three or the five major nations; internal problems
of the various nations must be solved, without exception, in
accordance with democratic principles; the world will be led

towards progress instead of reaction. Such is the new aspect of }
2 R

the world: But whoever fails to be fully alive to the possibilities
of certain transient or even grave setbacks in history, or to under-
stand the still considerable strength of disunity-advocating
reactionaries who hate to see unity, progress and liberation in
their own and other peoples, and who do not like the new
world order led by the united Britain, the United States, the
Soviet Union, France, and China, will be making a political
error. However, the general trend of history is fixed and cannot
be changed. The world has been given a new aspect.

This new aspect is unfavourable only to the Fascists and to
their assistants, the reactionaries in all nations (including China).
To the plain peoples and to organised democratic forces it is
glad tidings. ) o

The people, and only the people, is the motivating force of
creation. The Soviet people has created a mighty force which
was mainly responsible for the defeat of Fascism. The strenuous
efforts of the people of Britain, the United States, China, France
and other anti-Fascist nations made possible the defeat of the
Fascists, after which the peoples of these nations will build a
world peace that is durable. The United Nations Confcrence‘ in
San Francisco which began on April 25 will be the starting
point of this peace. v . .

War has educated the people. They will win the war, the
peace and progress. This is the rule in the new situation.

This new situation is radically different from that of the first
World War and the so-called era of * peace” immediately
following it. At that time there was no Soviet Union as it is
today ; -there was no such consciousness in the peoples of Britain,
the United States, China, France and other anti-Fascist nations
as they now possess, and consequently there could not be' the
solidarity shown by the world led by the three or the five major
nations. We are in a totally new situation. We now have in-
creasingly conscious and united peoples all over the world, as
well as their organised fordes, factors determining the direction
of history and the path it takes. )

The defeat of the Fasgist aggressor nations and the appearance
of general peace do not¥fiean that there will be no more ﬁghtlrf.
Widely scattered remnant Fascist forces will continue to do
mischief; the anti-democratic forces existing in the anti-Fascist
camp will continue to oppress the people. Hence, after the
realisation of international peace, the struggles between the
anti-Fascist peoples and remnant Fascist forces, between demo-
cratic and anti-democratic forces, will go on in most parts of the
world. The broadest popular victory will be achieved only when,

after long-drawn-out struggles, the remnant Fascist and anti-
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democratic forces have been overcome.: That day will not come 1
quickly or easily, but, nevertheless, it will come. Its coming, }
prepared by the victory in the Second World War—the anti- }
Fascist war—will make the peace firm and enduring. It is the

bright future of the world.

Due to the solidarity of the three great democracies—Britain,
the United States and the Soviet Union—and other European j
nations, the war to end Fascist Germany will soon be brought }
to a close. The Red Army will soon capture Berlin—the nerve- i
centre of Hitlerite Germany; Anglo-American~French forces
are battering the remnants of Hitler’s hordes the Italian people
have risen in revolt, Hitler will be beaten, and after that 2 new
situation will be created. The liberation of Europe immediately
enhances the possibility. of the liberation of Asia, which will be §

brought about.

Britain, the United States and China are united in the anti- §
Japanese war. The prolonged and arduous fight put up by the §
Chinese people in their eight years’ war of resistance, the par- §
ticipation of Britain in the Far Eastern war, and in particular §
the American victories in the Pacific, have brought the war to j
‘the very doors of Japan. Yet though the Japanese aggressers are §
in a very unfavourable position and their morale is more shaken |
than ever, they will have enough strength to prepare for a |
protracted struggle, and are hoping to obtain, through the §
vacillating elements in China and the Allies, a negotiated peace. §
However, the interests of the people of all Pacific nations demand - |
the complete extermination of the Japanese aggressors. The i}
Soviet Union has denounced its neutrality pact with Japan, an }§
act that greatly heartened the Chinese and other Pacific peoples. §
In the present circumstances, we may say that an arduous path §
lies ahead in our task of finally and completely exterminating §
the Japanese aggressors, that we must not under-estimaté the |

enemy, but that we are surer of victory, we are sure to win.

The Chinese people have never before encountered such §
favourable international -conditions, which encourage them to |

fight a protracted war.
What is the present domestic situation in China?

The prolonged war has exacted, and will continue to exact, |
huge sacrifice from the Chinese people, but at the same time it §
has fortified, and will continue to fortify them for the heroic }
struggle. It has awakened and united them to such an extent |
as was never before seen, not even in the great struggles of |
the past hundred years. Confronting the Chinese people are §
not only powerful national foes, but also powerful reactionary §
forces that actually support the national foes. On: the other §
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hand, the Chinese people are not only awakened to an unpre-
cedented extent, but they have also established strong and ex-
tensive liberated areas in China, and are in the midst of a power-
ful, ever-rising democratic movement. These are the favourable
conditions in China. If we say that all popular struggles in the
past hundred years in China failed to achieve their ends because
of the absence of necessary international and domestic conditions,
then the result will be different this time, because all necessary
conditions are here, and the }I)ossibility of avoiding defeat and
achieving victory fully exists. If we can unite the people of the
entire nation in their fight and provide them with the proper
guidance, we shall have victory.

The confidence of the Chinese people in their ability to defeat
the aggressors and build up a new China through unity has
been greatly strengthened; the opportunity for the Chinese
people to overcome all difficulties and realise their historically
significant basic demands has arrived. Can there be any doubt
of this? I do not think there is any.

Such is the general situation, international and domestic.

3. Two Courses in the Anti-Japanese War

Tue Crux or THE CHINA PROBLEM

Speaking of the domestic situation, we should specifically
analyse China’s anti-Japanese war. :

China is one of the five great nations in the anti-Fascist
camp, the major nation on the Asiatic mainland to oppose the

Japanese aggressors. The effect of the Chinese people’s action

is great not only on the war against Japan, but also on the
post-war world peace, while on the maintenance of Far Eastern
peace it will be decisive. In the eight years of their anti-Japanese
war the Chinese people have made great exertions for their own
liberation as well as to help bring about an Allied victory.
Large numbers of Chinese soldiers have shed their blood on
the battle-field; Chinese workers, peasants, intellectuals and
industrialists are all working hard in the rear; overseas Chinese
have contributed much to the war-chest; all anti-Japanese
political parties, with the exception of some of the anti-people
elements, have contributed something towards the war effort. In
short, the Chinese people have sweated and shed much blood in
their courageous fight against the Japanese ‘these eight years.
But for many years Chinese reactionaries have succeeded in
distorting or preventing the truth of the Chinese people’s fight
against the Japanese from reaching the general public. Mean-
while, no one has yet summed up the total experience of China’s
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eight-year war with Japan. So this congress should make a

proper summary of this experience, both as a lesson to the
people and as a basis on which we shall make our decisions
on policy. :

Speaking of summing up our experience, we can see clearly
that there exist in China two different guiding courses: one of }
which helps to defeat the Japanese aggressors, but the other, /§
while incapable of defeating the Japanese aggressors, in some
respects actually helps them to undermine the war of resistance. }

The negative policy adopted by the Kuomintang Government
towards the war with Japan and its reactionary policy towards
the people have resulted in military defeats, the loss of large 1
areas of territory, a financial and economic crisis, the oppression
of the people, many hardships suffered by the people and the !
breaking up of national unity. These policies hamper the mobi- 4
lisation and unification of the people’s anti-Japanese forces for }
effectively waging the war, and impede the people’s awakening
and solidarity. But the process of the people’s awakening and |
unity has never been halted ; it has been developing in a circuit- }
ous manner under the double pressure of the Japanese aggressors 4
and the Kuomintang Government. The two courses—the Kuo- |
mintang Government’s course of oppressing the people while §
carrying on a war of negative resistance, and the Chinese people’s |
course of awakening and unity for the prosecution of the war—
have existed in China for a long time. This is where the crux |

of the China problem lies.

History ALong A TorTtuous PaTu

In order to understand why the crux of the China problem |
lies in the existence of the two courses, we must turn back to §

the history of our war against Japan.

The Chinese people’s war has been developing along a tor- "'
tuous path. It was begun in 1931, when, on September 18, the - §

Japanese aggressors occupied Mukden, and within a few months
the whole of the Three North-eastern Provinces. The Kuomin-
tang Government ddopted the policy of non-resistance, but the

people and part of the patriotic troops in the Three North: ]

castern Provinces, led or assisted by the Kungchantang, and
acting in contravention of the Kuomintang’s wishes, organised
the North-east Anti-Japanese Volunteer Army and embarked
on a courageous guerrilla war, which developed into a large-
scale war. The Volunteer Army has since met with many
difficulties and setbacks, but has never been destroyed by the
enemy. In 1932 the Japanese aggressors attacked Shanghai, but
gvere resisted by the Nineteenth Route Army led by the patriotic

elements in the Kuomintang whose wishes they disobeyed. In
1933, when the Japanese aggressors invaded Jehol and Chahar,
other patriotic elements in the Kuomintang, acting in contra-
vention of the Kuomintang’s wishes for the third time, organised
the Anti-Japanese Union Army and offered resistance. All these
resistance movements were supported by the Chinese people,
the Kungchantang, other democratic factions and overseas
Chinese. The Kuomintang, basing its policy on non-resistance,
did nothing to help. On the contrary, the Kuomintang Govern-
ment wrecked the resistance movements in Shanghai and Chahar.
The Popular Government set up by the Nineteenth Route Army
in Fukien in 1933 was also destroyed by the Kuomintang
Government. '

Why did the Kuomintang adopt the policy of non-resistance?
The main reason lies in the fact that it destroyed the Kuomintang—
Kungchantang collaboration and the unity of the people in 1927.

In 1924, Dr. Sun Yat-sen, accepting the proposal of the
Kungchantang, summoned the First National Convention of the
Kuomintang, in which the Kungchantang members participated
and the three policies of alliance with the Soviet Union, alliance
with the Kungchantang, and assistance to peasants and labourers
were initiated. It was then that the Whampoa Military Academy
was founded and the United National Front among the Kuomin-
tang, the Kungchantang and the people was realised. In 1925
the reactionary forces in Kwangtung were wiped out; and in
1926—27 the Northern Expedition was victoriously launched, the
Yangtzekiang and the Huangho drainage areas were occupied,
the northern militarist Government was defeated, and a wide-
spread war of emancipation, unparalleled in the history of China,
was-begun. But in the early summer of 1927, when the Nor-
thern Expedition was developing to its crucial stage, the United
National Front and its revolutionary policy, representing the -
emancipation of the Chinese people, was destroyed by the
Kuomintang’s treacherous, anti-popular policy of ¢ purging the
Kuomintang ”’ and massacring the people. The allies of yester-
day—the Kungchantang and the people—were now regarded as
enemies, while the enemies of yesterday—the imperialists and
feudalists—were now regarded as allies of the Kuomintang.
This sudden and treacherous attack on the Kungchantang and
the Chinese people killed the glowing Revolution. Thereafter
national unity was replaced by civil war, democracy by dictator-
ship, and light by darkness. But the Kungchantang and the people
were not frightened into submission or exterminated. They
stood up again, wiped the bloodstains from themselves, buried
the bodies of their dead comrades, and carried on the fight.
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* point of the political change, and later the national anti-Japanese

They held high the bamner of Revolution, carried on armed
resistance, set up popular governments in large areas, carried out
land reforms, created the people’s army—the Chinese Red Army
—and preserved and developed the revolutionary forces of
the Chinese people. Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s revolutionary San Min
Chu I, forsaken by the reactionary elements in the Kuomintang,
was and has since been inherited by the Kungchantang and other
democratic elements.

When the Japanese aggressors invaded the North-east the
Kungchantang in 1933 proposed a truce with all Kuomintang
armies then attacking the Soviet area and the Red Army, so
that a united front might be presented against the Japanese, with
these conditions: (1) cessation of hostilities; (2) recognition of the
people’s freedom and rights; and (3) the arming of the people.
This proposal was rejected by the Kuomintang authorities.

. Thereafter the Kuomintang Government’s civil war policy
was carried out with greater fanaticism than ever. On the other
hand, the people’s demand for stopping the civil war and for a

united front against Japan was gaining force, and various popular =

patriotic organisations were set up in Shanghai and many other
places In 1935-36 the main forces of the Red’ Army on ecither
side of the Yangtzekiang, under the direction of our Party
Central, and after enduring untold hardships, were moved t6
the north-west, where they were joined to the Red Army forces
there. In the same period the Kungchantang, adapting itself to
the new circumstances, decided upon and followed a new and
complete political course of a United National Anti-Japanese
Front, aimed at national unity, armed resistance and the building
up of a New-Democratic republic. On December 9, 1935, Peiping
students and masses, led by our Party, launched a courageous
patriotic movement by forming the Chinese National Liberation
Pioneer Corps, and later the movement was taken up by other
big centres. On December 12, 1936, two groups of patriotic
elements in the Kuomintang—the North-eastern Army and the
Seventeenth Route Army——jointly started the famous Sian Inci-
dent, courageously defying the Kuomintang’s reactionary policy of
appeasing Japan and massacring the people. At the same time,
other patriotic elements in the Kuomintang were also feeling
dissatisfied with the policy of their party. In these circumstances
the Kuomintang was forced to give up its civil war policy and
recognise the people’s demands. National unity was initiated,
with the peaceful settlement of the Sian Incident as the turning-

war was waged. In May 1937, on the eve of the Lukouchiao
;ncident, our Party held a historic National Representative

Meeting, in which our new Party line since 1935 was
ratified.

From the Lukouchiao Incident on July 7, 1937, up to the loss
of Wuhan in October 1938 the Kuomintang Government waged
the anti-Japanese war with comparatively strong effort. In this
period the onslaught of the Japanese aggressors and the rising
wave of national indignation resulted in the Kuomintang Govern-
ment stressing the anti-Japanese side of its policy, culminating in
the high tide of national anti-Japanese feeling and the appearance
of new signs of vigour. The entire nation, we Kungchantang mem-
bers, and other democratic partics and groups, placed great hopes
in the Kuomintang Government at that time, hoping that it
would undertake democratic reforms and carry out Dr. Sun Yat- -
sen’s revolutionary San Min Chu I while the nation was in peril
and public feeling was running high in favour of reform. But these
hopes were dashed. In those two years the nation’s war effort
was comparatively positive; the Government did modify its atti-
tude towards the Kungchantang and other anti-Japanese parties
or groups. On the other hand, the governmental authorities con-
tinued to oppose the mobilisation of vast masses for waging the
people’s war and to restrict the people’s voluntary efforts at unity
and resistance, as well as other democratic activities; it refused to
give other parties equal status, tried energetically to limit their
activities, and did nothing to release the numerous patriotic
political prisoners. This was mainly because the Kuomintang
Government persisted in maintaining the form of oligarchic
autocracy it had adopted since the outbreak of the civil war in
1927, and failed to set up a nationally supported democratic
coalition government.

It was then that we Kungchantang members pointed out the
two courses in China’s war against Japan. There must either be
a total war involving the entire nation, which would result in

-our victory, or a partial war with .the people oppressed, which

would lead to our defeat. We also pointed out that the war
would be protracted, that we were going to be faced with many
difficulties and hardships, but that through the people’s effort
the ultimate victory would be ours. .

THE PEOPLE’s WAR

In the same period.the. main body of the Chinese Red Army,
moved to the north-west at the direction of the Kungchan-
tang, was reorganised and named the Eighth Route Army of the
Chinese National Revolutionary Force; and the guerrilla units of
the Red Army left behind along the lower Yangtze River were
reorganised and named the New Fourth Army. These two armies

9




then foughf respectively in North and Central China. In the civil

war times the Chinese Red Army, at one time several hundred
thousand strong, maintained and developed the democratic tradi-
tion of the Wharmpoa Military Academy and the National Revolu-
tionary Force of the Northern Expedition times. Due to the
Kuomintang Government’s savage attacks on our southern base,
losses sustained during the Long March, and other causes, the

Red Army was reduced to several tens of thousands strong. It |

was then ignored by certain people, who thought the Kuomintang

was mainly responsible for the anti-Japanese war. But the people _;

were the best judges of such things. They knew that the Eighth
Route Army and the New Fourth Army, though then numerically
weak, were of very high quality and that they could truly wage
the people’s war, once moved to the battle-fronts and united with
the vast masses. The people were right. While I am making
this report, our regular forces have been expanded to the strength
of 910,000 men, not including the more than 2,200,000 militiamen.

Our regular forces are still numerically smaller than the existing -}

Kuomintang army (including central forces and provincial

troops) by hundreds of thousands, but considering the number . ’.
of enemy and puppet troops they are opposing, the vast territory

they have to defend, their combat strength, their collaboration
with the people, the militia and the self-defence corps, their
political quality and their internal solidarity, our regular forces
have become the mainstay of China’s resistance.

Our forces are powerful because all who have joined them are
conscientiously disciplined. They have come together and fought
not for the selfish interests of a few or a limited group, but for
the people’s war of justice, for the interests of the vast masses and
the entire nation. Their sole aim is to stand closely by the people
and to serve the Chinese people with all their heart and will.

Guided by this aim, our armies possess that determined spirit
necessary to overcome their enemies without being overcome by
them. So long as a single man is left, this man will fight on,
no matter under what difficult conditions.

These armies possess a high degree of solidarity, both with
themselves and with others. Solidarity must be maintained inter-
nally between the officers and men, the upper and lower ranks,
and among the military, political and supply services; and ex-

ternally: between the army and the people, the army and the

administration, and between our armies and all friendly forces.
Anything that impairs this solidarity must be overcome.

Our armies adopt the correct policy of winning over enemy
officers and men and treating prisoners of war well. All enemy

or puppet soldiers who, after surrender or laying down their arms,
10

wish to join in the fight against the common foe are welcome
to do so, and will receive suitable training. The killing, abusing
or insulting of any prisoner is strictly prohibited. :

These armies have invented a series of tactics and strategy
necessary for the prosecution of the people’s war. They are
past masters of guerrilla warfare, with their adaptability to
changing conditions, and are skilled in conducting mobile warfare.

They have initiated the political work necessary for the prose-
cution of the people’s war. They have been striving for their
own unification, for the co-operation of friendly forces and of
the people, so as to shatter the enemy and secure our victory.

Under the conditions of guerrilla warfare, all our armies have
been working at the production of foodstuffs and daily necessi-
ties while they are not fighting or not in training, that they may
be self-supporting in varying degrees in certain requirements,
economic difficulties may be overcome, the soldiers’ living condi-
tions improved and the people’s burden lightened. Every
possibility has been exploited in setting up small-scale military
industries in our various military bases.

Our armies are powerful because they are assisted by such
large armed organisations as the People’s Self-Defence Corps and
the militia, who fight side by side with them. All young, middle-
aged, and even old men and women in the liberated areas in
China are voluntarily, democratically organised into the anti-
Japanese People’s Self-defence Corps, on the principle that they
are not separated from production work. The abler elements of
the self-defence corps often join the regular armies or guerrilla
units, or they may be incorporated into the militia, Without
the support of such massed armed strength it would be impossible
to defeat the Japanese aggressors, ‘

Our armies are divided into Main Force and Regional Force
groups ; the former execute super-territorial combat orders, while
the latter are confined to the task of defending certain areas or
attacking enemy forces in those areas in collaboration with the
militia and self-defence corps. Such a division has been heartily
supported by the people. If no such correct division were made,
if, for example, attention were centred exclusively on the Main
Force groups, ignoring the role of the regional groups, then,
under conditions indigenous to the liberated areas, it would
be impossible to beat the Japanese aggressors. The Regional Force
groups have organised many well-trained Armed Work Units
soundly grounded in military, political and mass-movement work,
which have reaped invaluable results by attacking the enemy
from his rear and inciting the people to armed resistance, thus

helping the front-line fighting in the liberated areas.
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In the liberated areas all anti-Japanese elements in labour,
peasant, youth, women’s, cultural and other organisations, under
the leadership of a democratic government, are engaging them-
selves heartily in various work to help the army, such as per-
suading people to join the army, carrying food for the troops,
giving preferential treatment to the families of soldiers, and solving
material difficulties for the troops. In this respect their important
contribution is the mobilising of guerrilla units, militiamen and
self-defence corps to attack the enemy, lay mines, do recon-
naissance work, look out for spies, carry and protect the wounded,
and give direct support to regular troops in combat. At the same
time, all the people in the liberated areas are co-operating
heartily in political, economic, cultural and health work. The
most important achievement in these fields is the general mobilisa-
tion for the production of foodstuffs and daily necessities, making
even Government organisations and schools, with only a few
exceptions, join in the production work in their spare time, so
that self-sufficiency may be achieved. This has resulted in a great
production wave, which sustains the prolonged fight against the
Japanese and is a characteristic feature of the liberated areas,
where the destruction brought by the enemy is keenly felt and
floods, drought and locust plagues often occur. But the people
in the liberated areas, led by a democratic government, are over-
coming these difficulties. Their work of exterminating locusts,
preventing floods and of relief has achieved results, enabling the
anti-Japanese war to be carried on indefinitely. The main slogan
and aim of all the soldiers and civilians in the liberated areas are,
in short: all for the front, all for the overthrow of the Japanese
aggressors and for the liberation of the Chinese people.

This is truly the people’s war, only by waging which can we
defeat the enemy. The Kuomintang has failed because it
obstinately opposes waging such a war.

Once they are equipped with modern weapons, our armies will
be the more invincible and able finally to defeat the Japanese
aggressors. ’

Two BATTLE-FRONTS

The China Theatre has been split from the beginning into
ft‘wo battle fronts: the Kuomintang front and the Liberated-Areas
ront. ’

After capturing Wuhan in October 1938, the Japanese aggres-
sors stopped their strategic assaults on the Kuomintang front,
gradually shifting their main force to the liberated areas.
At the same time, prompted by the defeatist feeling in

the Kuomintang Government, they announced that they were
12

willing to negotiate with it for a peace. They also induced the
traitor Wang Ching-wei to desert Chungking and to set up a
puppet government in Nanking, so that they might carry out
their policy ‘of deceiving the Chinese nation. The Kuomin
Government then began to change its policy, graduaily trans.
ferring its attention from the battle lines to the home front. The
change was first reflected in its military policy of passive resistance,
alming at preserving its military strength while putting the burden
of the war on the liberated areas, so it might watch from a safe
distance theJapanese attack the liberated areas.

In 1939 the Kuomintang Government adopted the reaction-
ary “Measures for the Restriction ‘of Alien-Party Activities”,
retracting all the rights granted to the people and certain anti-
Japanese parties in the early stages of the war. Thereafter, the
Kuomintang Government has succeeded in driving underground
all c}emocfatlc parties in the Kuomintang-dominated territory,
particularly the Kungchantdng. The prisons and <oncentration
camps in this territory have been filled with Kungchantang
members, patriotic youths and other democratic fighters. In
the five years beginning from 1939 to the autumn of 1943, the
Kuomintang started three waves ‘of anti-Kungchantang attacks,
splitting the internal unity and causing serious threats of civil
war. The notorious “New Fourth Army Incident”, in which the
New Fourth Army was “dissolved” and about 9,000 of its
members were slaughtered in South Anhwei, happened in this
period. Up to the present attacks on the armies in the liberated

-areas by Kuomintang troops have not ceased, and there is no

sign of their cessation. In such circumstances the reactionary
clements in the Kuomintang are wvery vituperative. Their
favourite missiles aimed at the people are “the traitorous party”,
“the perfidious army”, “the vile areas”, and “undermining the
war of resistance and the nation”. To cope with the crisis, the
Central Committee of the Kungchantang issued a manifesto on
July 7, 1939, in which these slogans were adopted: “Resist to
the End, No Surrender! Unity Instead of Dissension! Go
Forward, Not Backward!” Guided by these slogans, the three
waves of reactionary anti-Kungchantang attacks were repulsed
with vehemence, and the crisis was overcome.

In recent years practically no serious fighting has occurred
on the Kuomintang battle-front, the sword of the Japanese
aggressors being pointed at the liberated-areas front. By 1943,
64% of the Japanese forces in China and 5% of the puppet

overnment forces were contained on the liberated-areas
front; only 36%, of the Japanese forces and 5%, of the puppet
troops were contained on the Kriomintang battle-front.
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In 1944, when the Japanese aggressors were battling for J
the possession of a trans-continental communication line, the
Kuomintang’s astonishment and weakness were at once revealed, 4
and large parts of Honan, Hunan, Kwangsi and Kwangtung were 4
lost to the enemy within a few months. It was only then that a §
change in the proportion of the enemy forces in the two battle- §

fronts took place. But even as I am making this report, out of |

the forty divisions of 580,000 enemy troops in China (not counting #
those in Manchuria), twenty-two and a half divisions of 320,000 §
men, or about 56%, are being used on the liberated-areas front; 4
only seventeen and a half divisions of 260,000 men, or about 44%, #
are used on the Kuomintang front. There is no change in the §

disposition of puppet forces.

We should point out here that the majority of the puppet §
armies of more than 800,000 men (including the regular troops #
and regional armed forces) were formed either by Kuomintang §
officers who deserted to the enemy or by troops led by deserting
Kuomintang officers. Prior to the desertian of these officers, the |
reactionaries in the Kuomintang supplied them with such §
fallacious theories as “National Salvation through a Curved
" Line”, later supporting them morally so that they might attack 4
the liberated areas in collaboration with- the Japanese aggressors.
In addition, troops numbering 797,000 men were used in block- }
ading and attacking the Shensi-Kansu—Ninghsia Border Region
and the liberated areas. Such serious matters have never been |

known by the majority of the Chinese people and foreigners,
on account of the Kuomintang Government’s policy of news-
blockade. Many people know that there was one Mihailovich in
Yu(g]cﬁs_lavia, but do not know that there are tens of Mihailovichs
in China.

TuE LiBERATED AREAs IN CHINA

The liberated areas in China, with a total population of

95,500,000, are placed as far north as Inner Mongolia and as far
south as Hainan Island. Wherever the enemy goes, there the
Eighth Route Army, the New Fourth Army and other popular
forces will be active. The liberated portion of China consists
of nineteen large areas, extending over the provinces of Liaoning,
Jehol, Chahar, Suiyuan, Shensi, Kansu, Ninghsia, Shansi,
Hopei, Honan, Shantung, Kiangsu, Chekiang, Anhwei, Kiangsi,
Hupeh, Hunan, Kwangtung, and Fukien, with Yenan as the
directive centre. Within the vast liberated territory, the Shensi-
Kansu-Ninghsia Border Region west of the Yellow River, with a
population of 1,500,000, is only one of the liberated areas, and
the smallest in point of population, with the exception of the
14

East Chekiang and Hainan areas. Certain people mistake the
Shensi-Kansu-Ninghsia Border Region for the whole liberated
territory, a mistake attributable to the Kuomintang Government’s

olicy of blockade. In this vast liberated territory the necessary
policy of the anti-Japanese National United Front has been
carried out, a government elected by the people—a regional
coalition government in which Kungchantang and other fparties
and independent elements collaborate, is in the process of being
set up, and the people are wholly mobilised. This has enabled the
liberated areas to stand firm, to develop themselves, to expand
at the expense of enemy-occupied territory, and to become the
model for a democratic China, the centre in the fight against
the Japanese aggressors and for the liberation of the Chinese
people in spite of the enemy’s pressure, of the Kuomintang’s
blockade and attack and of having no outside aid. The Eighth
Route and the New Fourth Armies and other popular forces in the
liberated areas are exemplary not only in fighting the Japanese,
but also in carrying out the democratic policy of the anti-
Japanese National United Front. On September 22, 1937, the
Central Committee of the Kungchantang issued a manifesto, in
which it recognised China’s need of Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s San Min
Chu I and pledged itself to strive for its complete realisation. This
manifesto has been fully carried into effect in the liberated areas.

KuoMINTANG-DOMINATED AREAS

The chief ruling cliques in the Kuomintang have persisted
in maintaining a dictatorial rule and carried out an anti-popular
domestic policy of passive resistance. As a result, the Kuomintang
armies have shrunk to half their former size and the major part
of them have almost lost their combat ability ; a deep chasm exists
between the Kuomintang Government and the people, causing
poverty, discontent and revolts among the people; the Kuomin-
tang itself has not been able to function properly in the war
against Japan, and morcover has become an obstacle to the
mobilisation and unification of China’s anti-Japanese forces.

Such things happen under the leadership of the chief ruling
cliques of the Kuomintang because these ruling cliques represent
the interests of China’s big landowners, big bankers and the
compradore class. These extremely small, reactionary groups
control the military, political, cultural and other important
organs under the Kuomintang Government. They place the
preservation of their selfish interests above the war effort.
They, too, speak of “the Nation Supreme”, but their actions do,
not comply with the needs of the majority of the people. They
also speak of “the State Supreme”, but what they mean by
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“State” is the feudalistic, Fascist dictatorship of the big land-
owners, big bankers and the compradore class, instead of a
democratic State of the people. Hence, they are afraid that the
people may rise, afraid of democratic movements, afraid of truly
mobilising the nation for the war against Japan. That is why they
adopt the policy of passive resistance against Japan, as well as
the anti-people, anti-democratic, anti-Kungchantang, reactionary
domestic policy. That is why their policy assumes a dual charac-

ter; on the one hand they wage war against Japan, on the other
hand they adopt the policy of passive resistance, and so become the

recipients of repeated Japanese peace offers; on the one hand they
clamour for the development of China’s economic resources, on

the other hand they actively support bureaucratic capital—the:

capital of the big land-owners, big bankers and compradores,
monopolise China’s chief economic interests, and oppress the
peasants, the workers, the petit-bourgeoisie and the liberal bour-
geoisie; they loudly claim to practise “democracy” and to
“return the political power to the people”, yet they actually
suppress the people’s democratic movement, unwilling to effect
the slightest democratic reform; they claim that “the Kung-

chantang problem is a political problem, and should be solved by .

political means”, yet at the same time they persecute the Kung-
chantang members militarily, politically and economically,
regard the Kungchantang members as their “No. 1 Enemy”
and the Japanese aggressors as their “No. 2 Enemy”, and are
actively preparing for another civil war to exterminate the
Kungchantang; they assert that Kuomintang members should
be “firmly united”, yet actually they encourage the Central
armies to treat the provincial armies (the so-called “mixed
armies’’) overbearingly, incite the absolutist faction to oppress the
democratic faction, and encourage the antagonism of the various
factions, so that they may utilise the situation to continue their
dictatorial rule; they announce that they will build up a “‘modern
nation”, yet they uphold with all their might the feudalistic
Fascist dictatorship of the big land-owners, big bankers and com-
pradores; they. formally maintain diplomatic relations with the
Soviet Union, yet in reality they adopt an anti-Soviet attitude;
they rely on Britain and the United States for help, but oppose
the liberalism of the Anglo-Americans; they sing the same
“Asia before Europe” tune with the American isolationists, so as
to prolong the life of Fascist Germany, and of all Fascists, in-
cluding their own, but at the same time they play the oppor-
tunist in the family of nations, putting on the disguise of anti-
Fascist heroes. These conflicting, double-faced policies came from

tlﬁle big land-owners, big bankers and compradores.
X

But the Kuomintang is a motley political party. It is con-
trolled and directed by the reactionary cliques representing the
big land-owners, big bankers and compradores, but they are not
the whole Kuomintang. Many of its leaders do not belong to
these cliques, who bully or spurn them. Many of its officers,
members, and members of the San Min Chu I Youth Corps are
dissatisfied with the leadership of these cliques, some are even
opposed to it. Such dissatisfaction exists in the armed forces,
in the Government, economic and cultural organisations under
the Kuomintang. Large numbers of progressive, democratic
elements may be found in these armed forces and organisations.
The reactionary cliques are divided among themselves, and, far
from being a unified whole, often quarrel with one another. It
is very improper, therefore, to regard the Kuomintang as a
unanimously reactionary party.

A CoMPARISON

The Chinese people can get a clear idea of the liberated areas
and the Kuomintang-dominated territory by comparing them.

The two courses stand out clearly: the course of the people’s
war, and the course of passive resistance, the direct opposite of
the first. The former will bring victory, even M{lth the unenviable
position of the liberated areas, deprived of outside help; the latter
will bring defeat, even with the advantageous position occupied
by the Kuomintang-dominated = territory and with foreign
assistance. ’

The Kuomintang Government blames the lack of armament
for its failures. But which are more inadequately armed, the
Kuomintang armies, or the armies of the liberated areas? The
latter are the most inadequately armed of all Chinese armed
forces. They produce their own weapons under very difficult
conditions or take them from the enemy. )

The weapons used by the Kuomintang’s central armies are
far better than those used by the provincial armies. But the
former’s combat ability is frequently lower than that of the latter.

The Kuomintang is in a position to draw upon vast resources
of man-power, but due to its defective conscription policy, man-
power replenishment has become an extremely difficult problem.
The liberated areas, though hemmed in by the enemy and the
scene of frequent battles, can mobilise their man-power without
interruption because the system of the militia and self-defence
corps, well-adapted to the needs of the people, has been generally
instituted and because man-power resources are never abused or
wasted in those areas.

The Kuomintang rules over large, well-provisioned areas,
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where the people give annual contributions of rice amounting to
70,000,000 Or 100,000,000 shih tan (statute piculs). However, a
large part of the rice goes to line the pockets of those who handle
it, so that Kuomintang soldiers are regularly starved. The
liberated areas, some destitute like North Shensi and mostly
behind enemy lines, therefore subject to ruthless destruction under
the enemy’s policy of “burn all, kill all, and loot all”’, successfully
solve their food problem by the self-relying development of
agricultural production. :

With the major part of their industries gone bankrupt, the
Kuomintang-controlled areas are confronting a grave economic
crisis. Even such consumer goods as cloth have to be imported
from America, whereas the liberated areas develop their own in-
dustries and produce their own cloth and other consumer goods.

The workers, peasants, shop clerks, Government employees
and intellectuals in the Kuomintang-controlled areas live under
extremely painful conditions, whereas all in the liberated areas
have enough to eat and to wear, and are provided with jobs or
schooling. In some places they have attained the state of ““well
fed and well clad”. '

War profiteering, officials-businessmen, corruption and shame-
lessness are the characteristic features of the Kuomintang-con-
trolled areas. Struggling hard, exemplary behaviour, spare-time
production, encouragement of honesty and prohibition of cor-
ruption are the characteristic features of the liberated arcas.

In the Kuomintang-controlled areas the people are deprived
of their freedom; in the liberated areas the people are allowed
complete freedom. '

Who is to blame? the foreigners for not helping China, or
the Kuomintang Government’s dictatorial rule, corruption and
incompetency? Is not the answer obvious?

Wno UNDERMINES THE WAR OF RESISTANCE AND THE
NaTioN?

Is it not the Kuomintang Government itself that actually
undermines the Chinese people’s war of resistance and jeopardises
the nation? For ten years that Government devoted itself to civil
war, treated the people as enemies, neglected every form of
national defence, and threw away the four north-eastern pro-
vinces through the policy of non-resistance. When the Japanese
invaded China proper, it kept on retreating from Lukouchiao to
Kweichow. Yet it accused the Kungchantang of “undermining
the war of resistance and jeopardising the nation”. (See the
resolutions of the 11th Plenary Session of the Kuomintang,

Céentral Executive Committee, September 1943.) The accusation
: .

was based on the fact that the Kungchantang had created the
liberated areas, together with other political parties and the people.
There is apparently such difference in the logic of the Kuomintang
and that of the Chinese people that it is small wonder that so
much confusion exists. ' :

Two questions:

(1) What caused the Kuomintang Government to abandon so
much territory and so many people by retreating first from
Heilungkiang to Lukouchiao, and then from Lukouchiao to
Kweichow? gis it not the Kuomintang Government’s policy of
non-resistance, and then the policy of passive resistance and of
repressing the people’s war?

(2) What caused the liberated areas to beat off the long and
brutal attacks of the Japanese and puppet armies, to recapture
from the enemy so much territory, and to liberate so many
people? Is it not the correct course,of the people’s war?

Tue So-CALLED “DISOBEDIENCE . TO GOVERNMENT AND
MirLitaAry ORDERS”

The Kuomintang Government has been accusing the Kung-
chantang of ““disobedience to Government and military orders”.
We can only say that fortunately the Kungchantang members
have enough sense not to obey the so-called “Government and
military orders” that would have returned the territory taken with
much difficulty from the Japanese to the Japanese, such as
“Measures for the Restriction of Alien-Party Activities” of 1939,
the orders to ‘““dissolve the New Fourth Army” and “to retreat
to the north of the old Yellow River” in 1941, the demand to
“dissolve the Kungchantang” in 1943, the demand to *“‘disband
all the armed forces above the limit of ten divisions” in 1944,
and the recent proposal that our armies and regional govern-
ments be handed over to the Kuomintang, that there should
not be a coalition government, and that, in return, a few Kung-
chantang members would be appointed officials in the Kuo-
mintang dictatorial government. The Kuomintang even called
this proposal its “‘concessions”. Fortunately, we have not obeyed
these orders, and so have retained some free territory and a
gallant anti-Japanese army for the Chinese pe(()}?le. Should they
not congratulate themselves on this disobedience? Is it not
enough that the Kuomintang Government, through its Fascist
and defeatist orders, has already made a present to the Japanese
of the vast territory from Heilungkiang to Kweichow, together
with its people? Who, except the Japanese and the reactionary

factions, would welcome these “Government and military
) 1o
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