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Publisher’s Note

URING the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolu-

tion, China’s archaeological workers, guided by
Chairman Mao’s revolutionary line and supported and
assisted by the broad worker, peasant and soldier mass-
es, have done a great deal of work in preserving and
excavating cultural objects. They have unearthed and
made research into many historical sites and tombs,
and discovered a great number of valuable relics dating
from 2,000 years B.C. to the Ming Dynasty in the 17th
century. Among the finds are many new or rare items
important in the scientific study of the political, econom-
ic, cultural and military aspects of different dynasties
in Chinese history, as well as of the friendly intercourse
between China and other lands.

This is a collection of articles dealing with some
important discoveries and cultural objects unearthed so
far in the Cultural Revolution.

Printed in the People’s Republic of China



Bronze owl jar for wine (tl
cover was a later make),
Shang Dynasty (1600-1028
B.C.). Unearthed in 1966 at
Changsha, Hunan.

Red pottery tripod with deco!

tions, late primitive society over
4,000 years ago. Unearthed in
197t at Tsouhsien, Shantung.




Bronze ewer with loop handle, Shang Dynasty.

Unearthed

in

1970

at

Ninghsiang,

Hunan.

Ying yuan gold
coins, State of Ch’u
(sth-3rd  centuries
[ ). Unearthed in
1969 and 1970 at
Livan and Fun:
Anhwei.
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Pottery figurines of musicians, dancers and acrobats. Western Han
Dynasty (206 B.C.-24 A.D. Unearthed in 1969 at Tsinan, Shantung.




Jade clothes sewn

with gold thread —
burial clothes of Liu
Sheng, - Prince of
Chungshan  (upper)
and his wife Tou
Wan, middle of
Western Han Dynas-
ty nd of 2nd cen-
tury B.C.). Unearth-
ed in 1968 at Man-
cheng, Hopei.




Gilded bronze figurine with lamp, middle of Westeri
Han Dynasty. Unearthed in 1968 at Mancheng, Hopei.




Poshan incense burner
inlaid with gold deco-
rations, middle of West-
ern Han Dynasty. Un-
carthed in 1968 at Man-

cheng, Hopei.

Two of the 40 bronze coins
from Tou Wan’s tomb.




Golden brown glazed porcelain flask,
Northern Chi Dynasty ( 7 A.D.).
Unearthed in 1971 at Anyang, Honan.

Gilded animal-shaped bronze ink-

slab, middle of Eastern Han Dynasty

(about 117-145 A.D.). Unearthed in
1969 at Hsuchow, Kiangsu.




Gold bowl with
flower pattern, Tang
Dynasty 618-907
A.D.). Unearthed in

1970 at Sian, Shensi.

Gilded silver wine
pot with dancing

horse clenching a cup
Tang

Dynasty during the

in its teeth,

mid-8th century.
carthed in 1970
Shensi.
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Celadon flask with flying phoeiiix pattern, Yuan Dynasty
(1271-1386 A.D.). Unearthed in 1970 at Peking.
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Hsia Nai*

Archaeological Work
During the Cultural Revolution

URING the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution,
China’s archaeological workers have taken an active
part in the revolutionary struggle and at the same time

did much work in their field. We did not work in isolation but
among the people, following the mass line. Workers, peasants
or soldiers promptly report ancient relics they find and co-operate
fully with the archaeological teams which follow up on these
leads. This has made our work develop smoothly and yield
richer results than ever before both in new finds in old sites and
in the discovery of previously unknown sites.

New Discoveries of Pre-Han Period

New finds in famous archaeological sites are numerous,
some of them quite startling. In 1967 fragments of the fossil skull
of Peking Man (Sinanthropus pekinensis) and stone implements

* Hsia Nai is an archaeologist working at the Institute of Archaeology,
Chinese Academy of Sciences.



he used were unearthed at Choukoutien' southwest of Peking,
relics left 500,000 years ago by primitive man, one of the an-
cestors of China’s present nationalities.

In 1968 and 1971, bronze, jade and earthenware continued
to be found in cemeteries of the Yin Dynasty® (latter half of
second millennium B.C.) at Anyang, Honan Province.

Bronze vessels of the Western Chou Dynasty® (about 1027-
771 B.C.) were unearthed in 1966 and 1967 at Chishan County
near Sian, Shensi Province, and between 1964 and 1970 at Pei-
yaotsun in suburban Loyang, Honan. The former includes some
vessels bearing insctiptions. Owver 400 tombs of the Western
Chou Dynasty have been discovered at the latter site, unfor-
tunately most of them having been robbed before liberation. But
we still found jade, bronze weapons, and a few bronze ritual
vessels and vessels of proto-porcelain. ‘

The tombs of the State of Ch’u* at Changsha, Hunan Prov-
ince, have been known throughout the world for a long time.
In 1971 a relatively early tomb was opened at Liuchengchiao,
Changsha, perhaps dating from the early Warring States Period®
(about sth century B.C.). The well-preserved articles in the
tomb include a 23-stringed zither,® a bronze chi’ halberd, a bronze
ko® dagger-axe and a bronze spear,® all with lacquered wooden
shafts intact (lengths: 3.03 m., 1.4 m. and 2.8 m. respectively),
lacquerware, silk cloth and other items.

Between 1969 and 1970 continued excavation of sacrificial
pits at the site of the State of Tsin' at Houma, Shansi Province,
yielded the bones of sacrificial oxen, horses and sheep, jade
blades and slips, and other relics from the 5th century B.C. In
1969 several tombs from the middle and end of the Warring
States Period (403-221 B.C.) containing sacrificed slaves were
dug up in the same area.
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New Finds Along the Silk Road

Between 1966 and 1969, 114 tombs dating from the sth to
the 7th centuries were excavated in the famous Astana and
Karakhoja cemeteries at Turfan in Sinkiang. The unearthed
objects which attracted the most interest were the well-preserved
silks, including silk damask and polychrome silk with designs
executed by coating the parts not to be dyed with wax (batik),
ot by knotting the silk in skeins. There were documents written
in Han characters, such as contracts and name lists.

An important find from Turfan was a 5.2 metre scroll dating
from the 4th year of Ching Lung" (710 A.D.), during the Tang
Dynasty.” It was a copy of the Analects® of Confucius (551-475
B.C.) with annotations by the famous Han Dynasty" scholar
Cheng Hsuan® (127-200 A.D.). This manuscript originally in-
cluded the first five chapters of the Analects but the first chapter
and the beginning of the second are missing. It is now the oldest
extant copy of the Analects, predating those found at Tunhuang
in Kansu Province.

Treasures of Hochiatsun, Sian

The most exciting finds were at Sian and Loyang, capitals
of the Tang Dynasty (618-907 A.D.). In 1970 a hoard consisting
of two pottery jugs was found at Hochiatsun, a southern suburb
of Sian. The jugs contained over 1,000 items, including gold
and silver vessels and jade objects, precious stones, jewelry,
medicinal minerals (cinnabar, stalactite, amethyst, litharge, etc.),
and Chinese and foreign coins.

The gold and silver vessels alone accounted for over 200
items, an unprecedentedly important find from the Tang Dy-
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nasty. Beautifully shaped, they include six-lobed bowls, lotus-
shaped bowls, stem cups, two octagonal cups with handles,
peach-shaped dishes, ewers with loop handles, winged cups and
incense burners. Many of the objects have delicate and beautiful
designs made by casting, hammering (repoussé), tracing, filigree,
granulation and openwork. In order to bring out the design,
the casting or repoussé decorations usually have a ring-matted
background, and the designs of the silver vessels are often gilded.
Decorative patterns include floral sprays and scrolls, acanthus,
animal motifs (lion, fox, horse, bear, phoenix, parrot, mandarin
duck, a pair of fish, tortoise, etc.) and hunting scenes popular
in the Tang Dynasty. Each face of the octagonal gold cups has
musicians and dancers in high relief. The objects show the crea-
tive intelligence and skill of the working people of ancient times.

The gold and silver vessels of Sassanian Persia obviously
influenced the shape and design of many pieces, but the Tang
gold and silver smiths assimilated their essence and Sinicized it.
The hoard includes some foreign products such as a glass bowl
with circle decor, an onyx rhyton (drinking horn) with. the ox’s
snout in gold, a Sassanian silver coin (Chosroes II, 590-627 A.D.),
a Byzantine gold coin (Heraclius, 610-641 A.D.), and five Jap-
anese silver coins (Wadokaibo, minted in 708 A.D.). This
strengthens the knowledge that communications between China
and other countries were well developed at the time.

The hoard was found at the site of the mansion of the
Prince of Pin," Li Shou-li,"” who died in 741, cousin of the em-
peror Hsuan Tsung.* The mansion continued to be used by
his son, the next Prince of Pin. Silver discs in the find are
inscribed with dates such as “igth year of K’ai Yuan'® (731).
So we infer that a member of the family of the new Prince of
Pin buried the hoard before fleeing to Szechuan with the em-
peror Hsuan Tsung, his family and high officials of the court
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when a subordinate of An Lu-shan attacked Changan in the 15th
year of T’ien Pao® (756). If this was so, then the person who
buried the hoard probably died unexpectedly, and no one else
knew where it was. This group of precious objects created by
the working people finally returned to their hands after 1,200
years.

Hanchia State Granary

Between 1969 and 1971 the remains of the Hanchia state
granary® of the Tang Dynasty were discovered and unearthed at
Loyang, its eastern capital. No works of art were discovered,
but the new finds are important in the study of economic history.
Like the discoveries at Sian, they reveal the cruel exploitation
the labouring people suffered under the Tang ruling class.

The building of the Hanchia granary was started in the
first year of the reign of Ta Yeh® (6o5 A.D.) during the Sui
Dynasty.® It was located northeast of the Loyang palace and
was one of the main state granaries of the Tang Dynasty. A
wall encircled an area of 420,000 square metres, enclosing about
400 round storehouses ranged in symmetrical rows. Of varying
size, from 6 to 18 metres in diameter and § to 10 metres in depth,
they were apparently subterranean or semi-subterranean.

The roof structure could not be ascertained. But signs that
wooden boards had been used for lining the walls were apparent.
The lower part was specially constructed to provide ventilation.
Half a metre above the ground a row of thin timber sleepers
ran from one side of the wall to the other. Wooden boards were
placed on top of these. This provided air circulation which kept
the space above fairly dry and prevented the grain from be-
coming damp and mildewed.



Every storehouse had bricks with inscriptions carved on
them specifying its position in the granaty, the quantity of grain
stored, the year and month it was stored and the status and
name of the storekeeper. The bricks discovered so far mainly
date about the end of the 7th century (692-699). The grain
came from many places, including Soochow and Yenchow (now
Chienteh County in Chekiang Province) in the south and Hsing-
chow (now Hsingtai County in Hopei Province) and Chichow
in the north. A large storehouse held over 10,000 tan% (1 tan
of the Tang period is equal to about 6o litres). In some, signs
of decayed millet were discovered. The storekeepers were of
many different statuses, showing that the granary was then man-
aged through a strict administrative system.

The Tang ruling class exploited the peasants by a cruel
system of land taxation. Grain was brought to the capital from
many parts of the country and even a canal was built for this
purpose. The rulers used the grain exploited from the working
people to pay the very officials and army who suppressed and
enslaved them. The state granaries played the role of the state
bank or national treasury in present capitalist countries.

Tatu, Capital of Yuan Dynasty

The site of the Yuan Dynasty® (1279-1368 A.D.) capital
Tatu® was surveyed and partly unearthed in Peking between
1965 and 1969. The city plan of the northeastern part of the
capital (now in the eastern part of the northern suburb) has been
ascertained. The basic lay-out was a gridiron pattern of main
streets running north-south and east-west, dividing the area into
rectangular blocks. Corbelled watergates for drainage made of
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stone blocks were unearthed under the capital’s east and west
city walls. Strips of pig-iron were dovetailed between the blocks
to join and strengthen them.

In 1969, at the western wall of the barbican (the outer de-
fensive work of the gateway) of the present Hsi Chih Men
Gate,” remnants of the Yuan Dynasty Ho Yi Men® were
uncovered. This had been walled up by bricks during the early
part of the Ming Dynasty® (15th century). Part of the gate-tower
walls, over a metre high, still remained. On these and the
walls of the entrance were graffiti with the reignal names of
the Yuan Dynasty, one of them dated 1358. The Yuan Dynasty
city walls were built of rammed earth. The vaulted outer gate-
way of Ho Yi Men was built with fired bricks smaller than the
bricks of the Ming Dynasty. The excavations gave us a vivid
picture of the sweeping grandeur of this Yuan Dynasty capital.
No wonder Marco Polo had endless praise for this great city,
which he called “Taidu” or “Cambaluc” (Khanbaligh), when
he visited it (1271-1295) during his trip to China.

In the beginning of the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) the north-
ern wall of the city was moved southward. It thus covered up
the remains of many Yuan Dynasty houses. Between 1965 and
1969 we excavated several such sites which had remained com-
paratively intact. Large mansions were laid out in the shape
of I, a roofed passage connecting the front rooms with
the back chambers. Many polychrome glazed pottery and terra-
cotta pieces which had been used as architectural decorations
were discovered, as well as articles of daily use made of pottery,
porcelain and other materials. The remnants of the cover of a
lacquer case showed a beautifully delicate design, inlaid with
mother-of-pearl, of Kuang Han Kung, the Moon Palace.”



Han Tombs at Mancheng

Finds in the last few years were not limited to famous ar-
chaeological sites. Impottant discoveries have also been made
in many new or not well-known places.

One of these is the opening of two Han Dynasty tombs
west of Mancheng,® Hopei Province, in 1968. The tombs were
cut deep into the cliffs of rocky Lingshan Mountain. In the
central chamber and two side chambers of each tomb, there had
originally been wooden structures with tiled roofs. These had
decayed and collapsed. Inside were placed a large number of
pottery vessels, carts and horses together with their ornaments,
and other funeral objects. In the rear chamber of the tomb
was a small structure of stone slabs which housed the coffin
and the most precious of the funeral furniture.

Over 2,800 objects were unearthed from the two tombs.
Among these are bronze vessels of especially high technical and
artistic level, including a pair of bronze 5™ vessels inlaid with
gold and silver bird script, an inlaid gilded bronze hu vessel, a
bronze hu vessel and a Poshan incense burner® inlaid with gold,
a gilded figure with a lamp, and bronze lamps in the shape of
a lamb or a bird. All these priceless cultural objects were
created by the labouring people of ancient China. Some of the
finds belong to categories never discovered before.

There were fragments of very fine silk in plain weave (200
warp and 9o weft threads per square centimetre), embroidery
and silk damask. Other new finds were dozens of gold discs
and gold ornaments with patterns in repoussé.

The two dead were enveloped in “jade cases”, something
like ancient Egyptian mummy cases. These were called “jade
clothes sewn with gold thread”® and covered the whole body.
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One was made of 2,690 and the other of 2,156 small rectangular
pieces of jade with holes at the four corners, tied together with
fine gold thread. Such cases, given them by the emperor in the
Han Dynasty, were only worn by high-ranking nobility after
death. This is the first find of such complete jade cases.

The two dead held jade crescents in their hands and each
had a jade pillow with a gold dragon head at each end. Many
of the bronzes buried with them had inscriptions recording the
name of the palatial residence, name of the object, the date and
the amount of bronze used, etc. According to these inscriptions
and the jade cases worn by the dead, the tombs are those of the
well-known Liu Sheng,® Prince Ching of Chungshan® (who
died in the 4th year of Yuan Ting,” or u3 B.C.), and his wife;
they lived in the middle of the Western Han Dynasty.®

This discovery was a penetrating exposure of the idle and
extravagant life of the feudal ruling class based on their cruel
oppression and exploitation of the labouring people.

Some Other Discoveries

Western Han Dynasty tombs were also excavated at
Tsinan, Shantung Province, in 1969. A set of pottery figurines
of acrobats and musicians and a pair of pottery birds with Ax
vessels and tripod #ing® vessels on their wings reveal shapes
never seen before.

An Eastern Han Dynasty® tomb with stone reliefs dating
from the first year of Yung Ch’u* (107 A.D.) was discovered
this year at Michih, northern Shensi Province. This provided
new material from an area where Han Dynasty stone reliefs had
only been found after liberation.



In 1965 and 1966, the tomb of Ssuma Chin-lung® (who died
in 484 A.D.), a high official of the Northern Wei Dynasty,”
was excavated at Tatung, Shansi Province. In this tomb were
found wooden screens with lacquer paintings, two pairs of
sculptured stone pillar-bases, a coffin platform decorated with
reliefs, several porcelain vessels, and a great number of funeral
figurines of pottery, both glazed and unglazed.

In 1971 the tomb of Fan Tsui,* governor of Liangchow, who
died in 575 A.D. in the Northern Chi Dynasty,” was opened at
Anyang, Honan Province. A great number of pottery figurines,
several early celadons and a pair of brown glazed flat flasks
with imprints of dancers and musicians were found. These in-
creased our knowledge of culture during the short Northern
Chi Dynasty (550-577) period.

At Wuwei County, Anhwei Province, a monk’s tomb of
the third year of Ching Yu® (1036 A.D.) of the Northern Sung
Dynasty”’ was discovered. A glass bottle, printed copies of the
Buddhist Dbarani sutras and dated documents were found.

In 1970 at Tsouhsien County, Shantung Province, the tomb
of Chu Tan®™ (1370-1389 A.D.), Prince of Lu,” was unearthed.
At Chengtu, Szechuan Province, the tomb of Chu Yueh-lien®
(1388-1409 A.D.), eldest son of the Prince of Shu,”* was un-
earthed. Both tombs belong to the imperial family of early Ming
Dynasty.

The latter tomb had been robbed. Nevertheless, tri-colour
glazed pottery figurines found resemble, in shape, those of the
wooden figurines found in the former tomb.

The tomb in Shantung was intact with many objects well
preserved. In the front chamber more than 400 wooden figurines
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of various kinds were discovered. In the back chamber the
prince’s headdresses, robes, writing-brushes, an ink-stick, pa-
per and a piece of ink-stone were found. There was also a 7-
stringed zither, black and white pieces and a paper board for
the chess game of wei cb’i,” several sheets of calligraphy from
the Yuan Dynasty, four paintings and 22 books of the same
dynasty, and many pieces of model furniture made of bamboo,
wood or metal. These objects exposed the fact that the ruling
class led the lavish lives of parasites and rode roughshod over
the labouring people.

Serving Proletarian Politics

This is an incomplete list of discoveries during the Great
Proletarian Cultural Revolution. But they clearly reveal histor-
ical facts in the process of mankind creating the world, the
labouring people creating social wealth, in the historical period
from a half million years ago up to the 17th century. Under the
rule of the feudal dynasties, it was the imperial family and the
nobility, not the laboutring people, who enjoyed the material
wealth. History written during the feudal dynasties naturally
reversed the truth that it is the masses of the people who create
history.

Ancient cultural objects unearthed today are valuable and
convincing material in our study of the politics, economics and
culture of primitive, slave and feudal society.

Tempered in the Cultural Revolution and advancing along
the revolutionary path pointed out by Chairman Mao, Chinese
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archaeologists are determined to make their work serve prole-
tarian politics better by providing rich evidence for historical
materialism.
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Ku Yen-wen

WO spacious Han tombs were discovered in Lingshan

Han Tombs at Mancheng
Mountain in the western suburb of Mancheng, Hopei

| Province, in 1968. The excavation took two months,
from July to September.

This archaeological work was done with the deep concern
of the Central Committee of the Communist Party headed by
Chairman Mao. The officers and men of the Chinese People’s
Liberation Army were the first to discover one of the tombs.
They immediately reported their find to the authorities, mean-
while carefully guarding the site. With the close co-operation
between the Institute of Archaeology of the Chinese Academy of
Sciences and the Archaeological Team of Hopei Province and
thanks to vigorous support and assistance from the P.L.A.
and the local revolutionary masses, this tomb was excavated.

Lingshan is a mountain ranging notth-south, about 200
metres high. Its rocky surface is bare except for scattered clusters
of weeds. The area above the tomb is littered with rock chips
obviously left from building the tomb. Rock chips were also
found about 100 metres to the north of this tomb, indicating
another tomb in the vicinity. A proposal was submitted to the
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authorities - con-
cerned for ex-
cavation, and it
was  approved.
Hence the dis-
covery of the
second tomb.
The first tomb
was that of Liu
Sheng, Prince
Ching of Chung-
shan of the
Western Han
Dynasty (206
B.C- 24 AD.),
and the second
that of his wife
Tou Wan.! The
tombs, cut deep
into the rocky ; B
cliffs, are literal- Liu Sheng’s tomb, inside.
ly ~ underground
palaces, whose magnitude bespeaks a building project herculean
for that time. Liu Sheng’s tomb is 52 metres long, 37 metres wide
and about 7 metres high, occupying a space of 2,700 cubic metres.
Tou Wan’s tomb is the larger by 300 cubic metres. It is estimated
that the opening of such enormous cliff-tombs would require the
labour of several hundred men with modern technique for a
whole year. The manpower and material resources involved in
the construction over 2,000 years ago are scarcely imaginable.

The two tombs are similar in shape and structure. Each
tomb is divided into a central chamber, two auxiliary chambers
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on the southern
and northern sides,
and a rear cham-
ber. In front of
the central cham-
ber, whose door
faces east, is a
long underground
passage. In each
of the central and
auxiliary  cham-
bers had been a
Tou Wan's tomb, main chamber. wooden tiled-roof

structure  which
had already collapsed, while in the rear chamber was a stone-
slab structure with slanting roof.

In Liu Sheng’s tomb the south chamber enclosed several
chariots and about a dozen horses and in the north chamber
were stored several hundred pieces of earthenware of various
kinds for holding foodstuffs and wine. The central chamber
was a grand hall in which a variety of bronze vessels,
lacquerware and earthenware, as well as many pottery and
stone figurines, were placed in an orderly way. The rear cham-
ber was the inner room housing the coffin and the most precious
of the furniture and vessels, and attached to it was a room for
bathing. Tou Wan’s tomb and its contents followed roughly
the same pattern.

The underground passages were blocked with stones and
earth after the burial, and the doors at the ends of the passages
sealed by pouring molten iron between two parallel brick walls
to make walls of iron. The discovery of the two tombs reveals
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the feudal rulers’ crimes of cruelly exploiting the people during
their lifetime and dreaming of continuing to do so in another
world.

Over 2,800 funeral objects were discovered in the two
tombs, including bronze vessels, gold, silver, iron, glass and jade
articles, earthenware, lacquerware and silk fabrics. Many
are of high technical and artistic level, and some are of types
never discovered before. They clearly reflect the wisdom of
China’s labouring people of ancient times, and provide important
material for studying the development of metallurgy, sculpture,
weaving and other arts and crafts of 2,000 years ago.

Delicate and beautiful in design, the bronze vessels are
artistically made by tracing and repoussé. The Poshan incense
burner, for instance, used by Han Dynasty nobles, is inlaid with
gold in all-over pattern. Its lid is shaped like a mountain with
undulating peaks, in which hunters pursue wild animals. Tt is
far more elegant and refined than most of the Poshan incense
burners so far discovered. A pair of bronze chung® wine-con-
tainers covered with a bird script (an ancient form of seal
character) and other designs inlaid with gold and silver are the
most precious of the kind extant. Another two gilded bronze
wine-containers, one with coiled-dragon design and the other
with knob design, are intricate in decoration and rich in colour;
their lustre remains through the 2,000 years of lying under-
ground. There is a bronze “scarlet bird” lamp, with a flying bird
holding in its beak a round tripartite dish which contains three
candle-sticks, a candle on each, burning at the same time. Still
more attractive is the CHang Hsin Lamp® from Tou Wan's
tomb, named from the two characters meaning eternal fidelity
inscribed inside. Beautifully and skilfully designed, the lamp
takes the shape of a palace serving girl, who herself holds the
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lamp. As the lamp is movable and the lamp-shade adjustable,
the direction and intensity of the light can be controlled. The
serving girl’s head is also detachable, and the body is hollow.
Her right arm is a pipe through which the smoke is directed
into the hollow body, keeping the room smoke-free.

The two corpses of Liu Sheng and Tou Wan were shrouded
in “jade clothes sewn with gold thread”. The first such burial
clothes ever discovered, they were well preserved and have been
restored to their original form. The jade clothes, also known
as “jade cases”, were reserved for Han emperors and high-
ranking aristocrats exclusively. According to the feudal hierarchy,
jade clothes were sewn with gold, silver or bronze thread accord-
ing to grade. The jade was cut into small, thin rectangular or
square wafers, which were joined with gold thread through tiny
holes in the four corners of each piece. Liu Sheng’s clothes are
made up of 2,690 pieces of jade sewn with 1,110 grammes of gold
thread, that of Tou Wan composed of 2,156 pieces of jade sewn
with 703 grammes of gold thread. The two jade suits indicate the
carly artisans’ high technical skill. Marks left on the jade show
that it was cut with a delicate saw the fineness of which was
o3 mm. Some of the holes at the corners were bored with a
tube-typed drill (sand drilling), the hole being only one mm. in
diameter. Each of the 2,000 pieces of jade was meticulously
shaped to fit into the whole. First-class workmanship is also
shown in the making of the gold thread. Some are made up of
12 fine gold strands, pliable and strong. Judging from present-
day handicrafts, it would have taken an expert jadesmith of the
Han Dynasty more than 10 years to complete such a suit. These
two specimens serve as evidence of the crimes committed by the
feudal ruling class in cruelly exploiting the people and at the
same time show the skill and hard work of the labouring peo-
ple in such early times.
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The great leader Chairman Mao has pointed out: “In China
education has always been the exclusive preserve of the
landlords, and the peasants have had no access to it. But the
landlords’ culture is created by the peasants, for its sole
source is the peasants’ sweat and blood.” Every cultural find
from the Han tombs bears the sweat and blood of the working peo-
ple. For instance, the inscriptions on two bronze water-jugs from
Tou Wan’s tomb say they were bought from Hotung (present-
day Hsiahsien County, Shansi Province), the price mark on one
being 840 cash. Han Shu' (History of the Han Dynasty) says
that apart from the land rent adults from ages 15 to 56 paid 120
cash a year as poll-tax, and children from ages 3 to 14 paid
23 cash a year. This was of course a heavy burden for impov-
erished peasants, so much so that poor people “kill their own
children as soon as they are born”. The cost of one plain bronze
jug (840 cash) was more than double the annual poll-tax for
a s-membered household (two adults and three children), which
was already a lot of money. It is easy to see how much these
precious objects cost the labouring people in sweat and blood.

Liu Sheng, elder brother of the emperor Wu Ti of Han,’
was notorious for his depravity and cotruption, precisely as
Ssuma Chien,® a man of letters at the time, wrote in his Shih Chi’
(Historical Records): “Liu Sheng is fond of wine and women.”
To satisfy their insatiable greed he and his wife levied exorbitant
taxes on the 600,000 people in his fief, the Principality of
Chungshan, embracing 14 counties. Moreover, they forced
thousands of labouring people to build such huge “underground
palaces” for them and ordered large quantities of priceless
objects to be buried in their tombs, dreaming of enjoying them
even after death. The archaeological work has mercilessly ex-
posed their evils and extravagance as well as their brutal ex-
ploitation and oppression of the labouring people.
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The opening of the Han tombs at Mancheng has once again
brought to light a great many precious cultural objects which
had been buried for more than 2,000 years — objects which the
labouring people created with their own hands and which in
turn demonstrate the craftsmanship of their creators.

Like many other important archaeological undertakings in
China, the excavation of the Han tombs at Mancheng is not only
highly conducive to the study of the history of ancient Chinese
society but also provides rich, vivid historical data for wide-
spread, popular education in ideology, politics and class struggle.
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Ku Yen-wen

Tatu, the Yuan Capital

EKING is a city with a long history. The rulers of the
Liao Dynasty' (g16-1125 A.D.) first established their
capital here and called it “Nanching” (Southern Capital).
The Kin Dynasty® (1115-1234) rulers also made it their capital and
named it “Chungtu” (Middle Capital). In the Yuan Dynasty
(1271-1368), a new capital was built northeast of the old, Liao-
Kin Dynasty capital, and this was named Tatu® (Great Capital).

The building of the Yuan capital, Tatu, began in the 4th
year of the reign of Chih Yuan® (1267). Grand in scale and
systematic in plan, it was a metropolis of contemporary world
fame. After the Yuan Dynasty, the Ming rulers gradually re-
built and expanded the southern half of Tatu into the Peking
(Northern Capital) of the Ming and, following that, the Ching
Dynasty.® Tatu may therefore be considered the predecessor of
present-day Peking.

The archaeological work of Tatu has been carried out joint-
Iy by the Institute of Archaeology of the Chinese Academy of
Sciences and the Peking Municipal Archaeological Bureau. After
several years’ investigations and surveying of its city walls,
streets, rivers and lakes, the foundations of a dozen various
types of buildings were excavated. Particularly since 1969, in
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conjunction with building construction, large-scale excavation
work has been done at the barbican entrance to Ho Yi Men®
(Gate of Harmony and Righteousness) and at a number of
dwelling sites behind Yung Ho Kung’ (Harmony and Peace
Lamasery). This work has cast a great deal of light on the class
struggle, social life and town planning of the Yuan Dynasty.
It also provides useful materials for rapid construction in our
capital.

Extensive investigations and excavations at key points
have revealed the structure and outline of the Tatu outer walls.
The walls, built of rammed earth, were as thick as 24 metres at
the base. The city was rectangular in shape, a little longer
from north to south. The circumference was 28,600 metres.
Tatu’s southern wall was south of the present East and West
Ch’angan Boulevard,® while the southern sections of the eastern
and western walls coincided with those of Peking in the Ming
and Ching periods. Remnants of the northern wall and the
northern section of the eastern and western walls still remain
visible today at “Earth City”® in the northern suburb of Peking.

There were altogether 11 city gates, the three in the eastern
wall being: Kuang Hsi Men' (Bright and Splendid Gate), east
of the present Ho P’ing Li;!" Ch’ung Jen Men®? (Gate of Uphold-
ing Benevolence), now Tung Chih Men;® and Ch’i Hua Men"
(Gate of Uniformity and Affinity), now Ch’ao Yang Men.”* The
three gates in the southern wall were Wen Ming Men'® (Gate of
Culture and Brightness), now Tung Tan;" Li Cheng Men'® (Gate
of Beauty and Uprightness), now south of Tien An Men,"” and
Shun Ch’eng Men® (Gate of Modest Deference), now Hsi Tan.2
The three gates in the western wall were P'ing Tse Men? (Gate
of Just Rule), the present Fu Ch’eng Men;” Ho Yi Men (Gate
of Harmony and Righteousness), now Hsi Chih Men;* and Su
Ch’ing Men® (Gate of Respect and Purity), west of the present
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Sketch Map of Yuan’s Tatu Compared
with Peking of Ming and Ching
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Peking Teachers’ University. The two gates in the northern wall
were Chien Teh Men™ (Gate of High Virtue), now Teh Sheng
Men Hsiao Kuan,” and An Chen Men® (Gate of Serenity and
Chastity), now An Ting Men Hsiao Kuan.®

Investigations of the Imperial and Palace Cities of Yuan
reveal that the Imperial City was located in the centre of south-
ern Tatu. Its eastern wall lay west of the present Nan Ho Yen®
and Pei Ho Yen,* while its western wall was at the present
western Huang Ch’eng Ken,® and its northern wall was south
of the present Ti An Men.® Ling Hsing Men* (Bright Star
Gate) at mid-point of the Yuan southern wall, was near the
present Wu Men® (Meridian Gate) of the Ming and Ching Im-
perial Palaces. The eastern half of the Imperial City was the
Yuan Palace City which extended in the south from the present
T’ai Ho Tien™ (Hall of Supreme Harmony) in Palace Museum
to the Children’s Palace in Chingshan Park™ (formerly known
as “Coal Hill”®) in the north. The eastern and western enclo-
sures of the Palace City were near the eastern and western en-
closures of the present Palace Museum. In the western half of
the Imperial City were Lung Fu Kung® (Palace of Eminent
Blessing), Hsing Sheng Kung® (Palace of Rising Sages) and T’ai
Yeh Ch’ih® (Pond of Heavenly Dew).

The north-south axis of Tatu city ran from Li Cheng Men in
the south, crossed the Yuan Imperial and Palace Cities, passed
Wan Ning Ch’iao® (Myriad Peace Bridge), now Ti An Men
Bridge, and ended at Chung Hsin Ko® (Central Pavilion) of Ta
T'ien Shou Wan Ning Ssu* (Great Heavenly Longevity and
Myriad Peace Temple), now Bell Tower.”® This was also the
axis of Peking during the Ming and Ching periods. Excavations
have revealed traces of a section of a north-south road north of
Ching Shan, a section of the thoroughfare on the Tatu axis.




The streets of Tatu wete well-planned, according to
the Italian Marco Polo who then sojourned in China. Prais-
ing Tatu’s beautiful and perfect town planning, he wrote:
“The lines are marked out uniformly and systematically”, “like
a chessboard”. Investigations have shown that the lay-out of
Tatu’s streets featured many hutung (lanes), equi-distant from
one another, branching from and perpendicular to the north-
south thoroughfares. Not a few streets and butung in Peking
today still bear traces of the strect patterns during the Yuan
Dynasty.

Woater supply has always been a vital question in town
planning. In Yuan times water was supplied to Tatu from
two sources. One was the waterway of the Kaoliang® and
T’unghui Rivers,” and Haitzu Lake,”® over which tribute rice
was sent to the city. Another was the system formed by the
Chinshui River® and T’ai Yeh Ch’ih, which supplied water to
the palaces. Excavations have revealed the water gate through
which the Chinshui River entered the city, its course within the
city, and also its condition during the Ming Dynasty when the
river silted up and gradually dried up at various places. Re-
vealed too are the extent and direction of flow of other rivers
and lakes in those times.

Drainage is likewise an important question in town
planning. Two stone drainage culverts were discovered under
the foundations of the rammed earth walls along the middle
section of Tatu’s eastern city wall and the northern section of
its western city wall. These culverts had been built before the
rammed-earth city walls were erected. The remains of their
bases still show their structure. In 1970 near the present Hsi
Ssu® an open drainage was discovered west of the then north-
south thoroughfare. One metre wide and 1.65 metres deep, it
was built with stone slabs and covered by them at crossroads.
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On a stone wall of the drainage is an inscription carved by the
contemporary stonemason: ‘‘Stonemason Liu San,* fifth moon,
the 1st year of the reign of Chih Ho”™ (1328 A.D.).

Our great leader Chairman Mao points out: “The peas-
ants and the handicraft workers were the basic classes
which created the wealth and culture of this society.” Liu
San was only one of the great number of craftsmen who built the
splendid Tatu city. Under the savage feudal rule, they were con-
scripted from different parts of the country, torn from their
homes and forced to do unpaid labour at Tatu. No one knew
how many died there after untold suffering. Every brick, every
stone in the ancient city was laved with the blood and sweat
of the labouring people.

The acute class antagonism in Yuan society is reflected in
the discovery of the ruins of some residences. Excavation of
two fairly complete courtyards behind Yung Ho Kung and
Hou Ying Fang™ sharply exposed the idle and extravagant life
of the feudal ruling class. The common characteristics of these
two places were: the sites were high and dry; the main build-
ings were built on brick foundations; the lower part of the walls
of some buildings (such as those at Hou Ying Fang) were built
by “smoothened bricks with regular bonding”; the flooring was
of square bricks, and there were elegantly patterned latticed
doors. A lacquerware unearthed from behind Yung Ho Kung
was inscribed with the words “For use in the inner mansion”. A
black and white porcelain vase unearthed at Hou Ying Fang was
also inscribed with the words “inner mansion”. These objects
indicate a close relationship between the owners and the feudal
emperot. The central motif of a lacquer plate (fragment)
uncarthed at Hou Ying Fang is inlaid with mother-of-pear] and
pictures Ch’ang Ngo™ (a legendary beauty) escaping to the
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moon. The background is Kuang Han Kung (Palace of Cold
Vastness in the Moon). The piece was a rare treasure of Yuan
times, and reflects the luxurious life of the feudal ruling class at
the time. It also shows the level of accomplishment in lacquer-
ware decorative art which the labouring people of ancient China
had attained.

In 1970, upon opening the city wall at the old Drum Towet
Street,” a cache of 16 porcelains was discovered among the ruins
of a feudal ruling class residence. The cache was less than half
a metre deep, and covered with a pottery basin. Among the
porcelains are two ying ching celadon bowls, each inscribed with
brush-pen and black ink with the Phaspa script.* These
valuable porcelains were obviously hastily stowed away by Yuan
rulers facing their downfall and preparing to escape. It exposes
the greediness of exploiting classes and their sinister scheme to
make a comeback. Nine porcelains of white and blue (porce-
lains with blue pattern on white background), which include a
phoenix-head flask and a small bowl with tray, are delightful in
shape and fresh in colour, and have high artistic value. The
white and blue porcelains were a new product of the Yuan
Dynasty, and an important landmark in the history of Chinese
porcelain. Most of the white and blue porcelains heretofore
discovered have belonged to the Ming period, and archaeological
finds have included very few Yuan white and blue porcelains.
The present group shows a high artistic level in the technique
of shaping, glazing and decoration, and its discovery provides
new reliable materials for studying the art of porcelain in the
Yuan Dynasty. ’

* Phaspa script ( /UBES) was a Mongolian phonetic system which
Kublai Khan ordered the linguist Phaspa to work out based on the Tibetan
script. It was formally promulgated in the 6th year of Chih Yuan’s reign
(1269 A.D.) and used mainly in Yuan official documents.
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As for the dwellings of the labouring people at that time,
they were very crude and poor. In the ruins of a tiny hut un-
earthed at the present Middle School No. 106, were only a stove,
a Kang (brick bed) and a stone mortar. The walls were of
broken bricks, while the floor was extremely damp and 40 cm.
lower than the doorway. The pottery utensils were cheap and
crude. The poor life of hunger and cold that must have been
lived in such a hut contrasts drastically with the luxury of the
large mansions of the feudal ruling class.

In the summer of 1969, the site of the barbican entrance to
Ho Yi Men of the Yuan period was discovered by workers
dismantling the Arrow Tower at Hsi Chih Men. History records
that in the 3rd moon of the 18th year of Chih Cheng® (1358 A.D.)
an insurgent peasant army attacked the suburbs of Tatu. The
Yuan emperor Shun Ti”’ was panic-stricken. While preparing
to decamp, he at the same time ordered that barbicans be built
for all 11 city gates and drawbridges thrown over the moats out-
side the gates, to strengthen Tatu’s defences for a last-ditch
struggle. These projects, done under pressure of the emergency,
were completed in
little more than a
year’s time.

An inscription
on the grey walls
above the bar-
bican entrance to
Ho Yi Men says
that the structure
was added in 1358
A.D. The remains

of the gateway

Site of Ho Yi Men of Yuan's R =
Tatu and its gate tower. wit its  super-
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structure measure 22 metres high, the aperture being 10 metres
long, 4.62 metres wide and 6.68 metres high. The two wooden-
board doors and door frames are no more, but the stone blocks
at both sides for installing the doors remained. There were
three rooms in the gate tower like forts, with stairways
on two sides. The structute of the gate indicates that it was
hastily built, when the Yuan rulers were in a most precarious
situation. The tall structure was built without foundations, and
of inferior building materials. However, they did cudgel their
brains in their death throes. For example, they used brick arch
for the gateway. This was stronger than the wooden gateway
of “lintel type” in use since the Tang and Sung Dynasties.
Again, on the floor of the gate tower were cisterns from
which water could be let out over the wooden doots through
five openings. This was for defence against attacks by fire.
These were innovations never seen before in the architecture of
China.

The investigations and excavations at the Yuan capital
Tatu, like other archaeological work, have been done with the
support and assistance of the workers, peasants and soldiers.
The discovery of the barbican entrance to Ho Yi Men, in partic-
ular, should be attributed to the workers tearing down the
Peking city walls. When this city gate was brought to light,
they carefully protected the site and copied down the inscriptions
written in ink when the gate was rebuilt in the 14th year of Hung
Wu® in the Ming Dynasty (1381 A.D.). (The inscriptions rapidly
became illegible after being exposed to the air.) While report-
ing the finds to the authorities, they provided all possible con-
ditions to help the archaeological workers in excavations.
This is a manifestation of the wortker, peasant and soldier masses’
deeper love for the splendid cultural heritage of the mother-
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land after conscientious study, during the Cultural Revolu-
tion, of Chairman Mao’s teaching, make the past serve the
present.
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Lan Hsin-wen

Finds from Kansu

URING the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution a
great number of ancient relics have been discovered in
Kansu Province, some of them being important finds
of primitive culture.

In September 1967, 340 bronze pieces were brought to light
at Paitsaopo, Lingtai County. Finely made and plain in style
these vessels, dating back to the early period of the Western
Chou Dynasty (about 11th century-770 B.C.), are intact and well
preserved with the cast inscriptions still clearly visible. There
was also a jade chisel carved in the image of a slave. These
new finds provide important data for the study of the history
of ancient Chinese society.

In 1967, 17 bronzes of the Chin Dynasty' (221-207 B.C.) were
excavated at Shangyuanchia, Chinan County. Of these, a bronze
weight is inscribed with the imperial mandates of the First and
Second Emperors, reflecting the unification of China by Chin and
the establishment of a centralized government. The other ob-
jects, while similar to those of the Warring States Period, have a
style all their own, a style developed later in Han Dynasty ves-
sels. Of particular interest is the novel bronze lamp which be-
comes three lamps at the turn of a rotary pivot at the edge.
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| It is portable when covered
with its lid. The lamp

\ illustrates the high skill and

‘ artistry of the craftsmen at
that time.

A rich “underground
museum”, an Eastern Han
Dynasty  (25-220 A.D.)
tomb, was found in 1969 at
Leitai, Wuwei County. It
contained 220 pieces of
lacquerware, gold, bronze,
iron, jade, bone and stone
articles, including 14 bronze
chariots, 17 bronze horses

| with riders and 45 bronze

‘ figurines of chariot drivers, Bronze weight, Chin Dynasty,
chariot escorts, male and unearthed in Kansu in 1967.
maid servants. A significant

, treasure is a unique, lively horse of bronze, galloping and neigh-
ing with its head and tail high. To show its lightning speed the

unknown craftsman, by a bold stretch of imagination, placed its
right hind hoof on a flying swallow, and its three other hoofs in
‘ the air. The craftsmanship is extremely fine and conforms to
the principles of mechanics. A masterpiece of nearly 2,000 years
ago, it demonstrates the ingenuity of the Chinese working peo-
ple of that time.

Relics of primitive culture were discovered in Kansu
during the Cultural Revolution. The container-lid in the shape
of a mask, excavated in 1967 at Tsaichiaping, Tienshui County, is
a typical relic of Yangshao Culture? of the late neolithic period
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Bronze galloping horse stepping on a flying swallow, Eastern
Han Dynasty (25-220 A.D.), found in Kansu in 1969.

6,000 years ago. Made of hard red clay, it is a fine example of
the level attained in sculpture at that time. The painted pot-
tery jugs, bowls and jars unearthed in September 1966 at Wang-
paopaocheng, Lanchow, dating 5,000 years back, are relics of
the category of Machiayao Culture’ which came somewhat later
than Yangshao Culture. Made of fine hard clay and brightly
painted, these vessels are well shaped and fired. They are
decorated with symmetrical designs of concentric circles and
waves composed mainly of black lines, and indicate the skill of
pottery making and painting at that time. The copper and
painted pottery pieces found at Huangniangniangtai, Wuwei
County, are relics of the 4,000-year-old Ch’ichia Culture®
which came later than Machiayao Culture. They show that
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Ch’ichia Culture was
contemporary  with
Lungshan  Culture®
of the Yellow River
valley, both being
of the chalcolithic
period. At Mapao-
chuan, Tienshui
County, and at
Szeping, Weiyuan
County, the strat-
igraphic  correlation
between Ch’ichia
and Yangshao Cul-
tures was found,
which proves that
Ch’ichia Culture
came later than
Yangshao  Culture
and thus gives the
lie to certain bour-
geois scholars who
claimed otherwise.

Painted pottery jug dated 5,000 years
ago, unearthed in Lanchow in 1966.

These new archaeological finds of primitive culture once
again testify to Chinese archaeologists’ scientific thesis that Kan-
su’s primitive culture is the same as that of the middle reaches

of the Yellow River.
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Hsiang Po

Ch’u Tomb and Weapons
from Changsha

the southern border of the State of Ch’u' during the

Spring and Autumn and the Warring States Periods®
(about 770-221 B.C.). Its Ch'u tombs, with their large collections
of historical objects, have been known far and wide for a long
time. In 1971, 2 new Ch'u tomb was opened at Liuchengchiao,
Changsha, adding to the rich store of Ch’u relics.

C HANGSHA, Hunan Province, was an important city on

Discovered in February 1971 by citizens of Changsha’s East
District, the Liuchengchiao tomb was unearthed by Hunan’s
archaeologists with the co-operation of the local Party and gov-
ernment institutions and people.

The tomb, 6 by 4 m., contained a nest of three coffins,
one within the other. The outer coffin was 7 m. below the
earth’s surface. As the whole structure was sealed with 60 cm.
of preservative white clay, the coffins, bamboo and wooden
articles and silk fabrics were found intact and well-preserved.
The walls of this outer coffin were made of square cypress
blocks 34 cm. on a side, one upon another. At the four corners
of the walls the wooden blocks are precisely and compactly fixed

34






	img001.pdf
	img002.pdf
	img003.pdf
	img004.pdf
	img005.pdf
	img006.pdf
	img007.pdf
	img008.pdf
	img009.pdf
	img010.pdf
	img011.pdf
	img012.pdf
	img013.pdf
	img014.pdf
	img015.pdf
	img016.pdf
	img017.pdf
	img018.pdf
	img019.pdf
	img020.pdf
	img021.pdf
	img022.pdf
	img023.pdf
	img024.pdf
	img025.pdf
	img026.pdf
	img027.pdf
	img028.pdf
	img029.pdf
	img030.pdf
	img031.pdf
	img032.pdf
	img033.pdf
	img034.pdf
	img035.pdf
	img036.pdf
	img037.pdf
	img038.pdf
	img039.pdf
	img040.pdf
	img041.pdf
	img042.pdf
	img043.pdf
	img044.pdf
	img045.pdf
	img046.pdf
	img047.pdf
	img048.pdf
	img049.pdf
	img050.pdf
	img051.pdf

