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PUBLISHER’S NOTE

TACHAI is a production brigade in the mountain
area of the north China province of Shansi. Led by its
Party branch, the brigade has built a village which was
very poor before liberation, into a thriving new socialist
countryside. It has done this by persisting in putting
proletarian politics in command, educating the peasants
in Mao Tsetung Thought, firmly taking the socialist road
and adhering to the principle of self-reliance and hard
work. The road of Tachai is the road pointed out by
Chairman Mao for developing China’s socialist agricul-
ture.

In 1964 Chairman Mao issued the great call: “In
agriculture, learn from Tachai.” His call was followed
by a vigorous countrywide mass movement to learn
from the Tachai Brigade, and resulted in rapid expan-
sion of China’s agriculture.

This booklet contains two articles on Tachai’s radical
changes in the more than two decades since liberation, A panoramic view of Tachai.
and the new look in China’s rural areas following the
movement to learn from Tachai.

Printed in the People’s Republic of China




Tachai fields today.

The commune members’ new houses.

Tachai land in days of old.

Dilapidated cave dwellings of the old days.




Tachai peasants in the
thick of the battle to
transform nature.

Party branch secretary Chen Yung-kuei (left) joins
the peasants in damming up the terraced fields.

The old Tachai was a rocky hilly area with poor soil and unruly waters. After
agricultural co-operation was initiated in 1953, the Tachai Party branch de-
termined to lead the peasants in remaking nature, for which purpose a ten-year
plan was worked out in accordance with the peasants’ opinions.



Braving bitter cold the young
people carry big rocks to
dam up the terraced fields.

In ten years of hard battle, the peasants put in 80,000 workdays and
finally succeeded in turning the barren hill-slopes into terraced fields.

Severe cold of 22 degrees below
zero centigrade cannot dampen
the peasants’ determination to
terrace the gullies.



A walking-tractor ploughing the
Tachai is well on the way to farm
mechanization and electrification.

The Party branch makes a point of educating the peasants in Mao Tsetung
Thought.  Chen Yung-kuci and the commune members discussing at the fields
what they gain from the study of Chairman Mao’s philosophic concepts.

Fertilizer being hauled
uphill by electrically-
operated cables.
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