


THE AUTHOR
AND HIS BOOK

Wilfred Burchett is
one of a few Australian
journalists with an in-
ternational reputation.
After returning from
Europe in 1939, he cov-
ered the overthrow of
the Vichyites in New
Caledonia in 1941, the
story of which is told
in his first book, Paci-
fic Treasure Island. He
was then assigned by a
group of Australian
newspapers toreport on
war preparations in
South-East Asia and
the Far East. While
in Chunking he joined
the staff of the London
“Daily Express” and
remained  with that
paper as a war corre-
spondent until the end
of the war in the Paci-
fic in 1945. During
these years he covered
operations in  China,
Burma, India, and was
attached to the United
States Fleet in the
Pacific under Admiral
Nimitz. Severely wound-
ed in Burma in 1943,
Burchett spent several
months in hospital in
India, and while there
collected and arranged
the material for his out-
standing book, Wingate
Adventure, the story of
the late Brigadier Orde
Wingate's campaign in
Burma.,




CHINA’S FEET UNBOUND

Wilfred G. Burchett ‘

1952
LAWRENCE AND WISHART,
LONDON



Registered for transmission by post as a book, at
the G.P.0., Melbourne,

Printed by
CORONATION PRESS PTY. LTD,

CONTENTS

Chapter Page
I. OUTPOSTS OF IMPERIALISM ... ... ... ... 9
II. RAILWAYS AND RAILWAY WORKERS ... 22

I1I. THENEW LOOK OF. CHINA . o dibe b0 38
IV. MINERS, DOCKERS AND THE GANG

oo o i o IR Ao NI e Sty i 53

V. A NEW DEAL FOR THE WORKERS .. .. 66
VI. CULTURE OF THE PEOPLE FOR THE

g U0 e RN Ge st Tl SRR e Sy e 77

VII. FIRST FRUITS OF A PEOPLE'S CULTURE 91
VIII. VOLUNTEERS FOR PEACE AND INDEPEN-

IX.

M

THE DUAL VICTORY OF CHINA’S WOMEN 125
THE. POLITICS OF FLOODS :... ... ... /.o 144

THE HANDS THAT MOVE MOUNTAINS ... 155



Other works by
Wilfred G. Burchett

BOMBS OVER BURMA

PACIFIC TREASURE ISLAND

WINGATE ADVENTURE

DEMOCRACY WITH A TOMMY-GUN

COLD WAR IN GERMANY

PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACIES

THE CHANGING TIDE (A Play in Five Acts)

INTRODUCTION

“China's Feet Unbound” is an account of the remarkable
changes which have occurred in the lives of a quarter of human-
ity, of almost half a billion people, since the foundation of the
Chinese People’s Republic on October 1, 1949. The whole
of humanity cannot but be affected loy these changes. Its
impact is immeasurable and as yet but dim|y realised in the
outside world. Accent in the book is on what has taken place,
not on how it has taken place. It is based on travels over
wide areas ol People’s China, discussions with hundreds of
peasants, workers, intellectuals, and high government cadres,
superimposed on impressions from two war-time visits to
Kuomintang China.

The author makes no apologies for having produced a book
after only six months’ stay in People’s China, although defi-
ciencies and omissions as well as the reluctance to touch on
the “how" ol the Chinese revolution are due to the impossi-
bility of doing justice to such a subject after such a short
stay. The book has been written because there is as yet no
other available record of contemporary developments. It is
intended to answer the questions of people in the western
world who are being conditioned for war against People’s
China. It is written as a weapon for those who fight for
peace and as conlirmation for those who refuse to accept the
idea that their living standards must be lowered; their civil
rights .abolished; their late enemies re-armed because China
menaces world peace. It was written against the background
of American bombs landing on Chinese soil, American tanks
rumbling towards China's frontier, American germ warlare
launched against China's neighbor.

The book is an attempt to present a picture of the swiftly
changing economic and social scene in People’s China with
some glances into the past and some into the foreseeable
future. It is intended that “China’s Feet Unbound” will be fol-
lowed by another book dealing with aspects of the Chinese
revolution not touched on in the present work.

WILFRED G. BURCHETT.
Peking, July 15, 1051.



CHAPTER 1
OUTPOSTS OF IMPERIALISM
THE lirst two gateways through which the Western world

forced its attentions on China were Macao and Hong Kong.
Portuguese and English fortresses, they face each other across
the forty miles wide estuary of the Pearl River which cuts into
the south coast of China and leads to the great commercial
port of Canton. These fortress cities now remain the last two
outposts of foreign imperialism in People’s China. Hong Kong
is a rocky. mountainous island with a magnificent natural
harbor, Macao rests at the tip of a long peninsula. It was
from Macao that the British East India Company conducted
its opium smuggling trade into China with opium grown by
the East India Company in India. It was forbidden to sell the
dmg in India itself because of the harmful effects on the pea-
sants and workers who were the Company's source of pros-
perity. (The proceeds from opium smuggling made up 20 per
cent. of the entire revenue of the Government of India.) The
main traders in opium were a pair of enterprising Britishers,
Messrs. Jardine & Matheson. Their first go-between and inter-
preter in the shady business was a Chinese-speaking Lutheran
missionary from Macao, a Dr. Charles Gutzlaff. Tt is recorded
that he struggled with his conscience for several days before
he violated his pledges as a doctor of medicine and a man
of God to help smuggle a health-destroying. demoralising drug
to the people he had come to convert to a Christian way of
life. He comforted himself with the thought that the opium
trade would open the way for Western penetration and the sale
of Bibles.

The firm of Jardine & Matheson became extremely prosperous
and powerful as the result of the opium trade. To-day their
ships share with those of Butterfield & Swire almost a monopo[y
of Far Eastern trade. Their buildings dominate the Hong Kong
sl(yline. Jardine & Matheson have built a great economic
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empire on the foundations of opium.smuggling.](.Thi l\ganrcllcl:l
Emperor, Tao Kuang (Glori(‘ms Rectitude) at Peking too te i
getic measures in the 1830's to stamp out ll.le oplu(in ra t(;
Canton was the only port of entry fpr forelgi)l tn:;]a e(n; m&
China. Rigid controls were established there, uth.ar me' ‘t-
Matheson sent their clippers along the South (-:l mai1 COd-b.
anchored in the hundreds of cquiet bays, and w1;1 t.e mlsr;
sionary as chiel negotiator, dumped the chests of opium o
iting sampans.
to%\i:le]t E?npero: was proba])]y less concerned abf)ut the e[{e(‘,ls
of the drug on his sul)iecls than with the IOS'SI o rfever:}t:e r(l)l(nr;
the opium trade. Instead of getting good silver orl. e si 3
and spices which filled the East India pomp.any c+r;\per|s [
the hatch-covers, the British were paying in opium. | ‘e oca
mandarin at Canton was urged to take slro.nger an(d. .slrongctr
measures and fina“y to close down the British trahmg posi
At the time large quantities of opium were stored t elre.for,l(
at the island of Lantau, in the middle of the Pe;lrh iver
estuary. Many incidents were provoked. In on(la)‘olt ?\T if
foolish British negotiator, Lord Napier (ad.d.ressed' y the blant
darin as “Laboriously Vile”) sent for British [rlgatlf.s to ask
their way up the Pearl River to Carllton. Tl:ie () llnesleI Sz’l](nd
barges filled with stones hehind the fngales ‘an neatly bloc ed
a retreat. Lord Napier retired in such a [it of tantrums ha.n
choler that he died of a high fever shortly. after reacdu';g
Macao. His successor, after several more .mCIdentsl.( agree tho
stop the opium trade and to dump all opium s.toc S l?tot e
sea. Twenty thousand chests were dumpecl in at dcilnlsqu.
valued at about 6,000,000 U.S. dollars. An outraaﬁ [- }:
Jardine went post-haste to London to pf?tes't.at su(l .ug‘-
handed and outrageous interference with “legitimate )usmesij
He found a sympathetic hearing with Lorfl Pa|merst0(j1, an
a DBritish fleet was (lespatched to teach Emperors an [m}ful]
darins that rights of British traders could not be so lhg tly
trampled on, that British trade must be carried on \.vhet er it
was welcome or unwelcome. And so l)egem the Oplum War
which resulted in Western Imperialism getting its first real
foothold in China. As a result of the victory of British men-
of-war over the Emperor's iunl(s, Britain got Hong Kong,
exclusive trading-rights in Canton, 6,000,000 U.S. dollars
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compensation for the costs of all opium which had been dumped
into the sea, 15,000,000 U.S. dollars compensation for the costs
of all the armed forays and clashes in the Pearl River estuary
and elsewhere, Jardine & Matheson were confirmed as the
leading traders, the missionaries were able to sell their Bibles.
Traders pushed their illegitimate opium smuggling further and
lurther up the Eastern coast; missionaries pushed their Bibles
and doctrines inland. Between the two they provided ever
more excuses lor imperialism fo send its men-of-war and gun-
boats into Chinese ports and along her rivers. - The Opium
War opened up the whole miserable century of [oreign imper-
ialism in China which “brought nothing but misery, wars,
massacres, famines, in its wake. Britain, and the other imper-
ialist powers which soon followed her lead, secured special
treaty rights in all the main ports, extra-territorial rights for
their subjects, and control of China's Customs. British, French,
Tsarist Russian, American, German, and finally Japanese
imperialists, bit deep into the living body of China and tried
to reduce her people to the status ol slaves. In parks in the
International Settlement, an imperialist concession carved out
of Shanghai, notices at the entrances to parks and gardens
read “Chinese and Dogs not admitted.”

In the old days Macao existed [irst as a port of call for
Portuguese traders with Japan, then as a centre of missionary
and smuggling activity. Cathedrals. churches, convents and
headquarters ol many Catholic missions still exist in a com-
munity of about 20,000 Portuguese, most of them born in the
colony. To-day it is a centre for gambling, opium-smoking,
sing-song girls and dwindling missionary activity. It depends
on the tolerance of People’s China for its existence. It is a
picturesque old place with its tightly cobbled, narrow winding
streets and gaily tinted baroque buildings along the water-
front—and a favorite haunt for ','trippers" from Hong Kong
where opium dens, gambling casinos and sing-song houses are
officia“y frowned upon.

One can take a bus to the ancient archway which marks
the border between Macao and People’s China. A few coal-
black Moroccan soldiers loll around id]y watching the mass of
traffic pass each way through the archway. There are few
formalities for Chinese passing back and forth from People's
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China into Portuguese Macao. From China, they stream through
on foot, jogging along with bundles of vegetables on one end,
a dozen ducks swaying on the other end of a bamboo carrying
pole slung across the shoulder. Bicycle rickshas fly past laden
with empty boxes for Macao's match industry, or papier—mache
cartons for Macao's main industry—supplying the world market
with fireworks. Red and ye”ow buses ﬂying the five-starred
red flag of People's China pass through every thirty minutes.
They pause under the archway for a moment while a Portuguese
customs olfficer examines the drivers' papers. Soldiers and
officials look bored and listless sitting around in the sun and
dust. In the evening they will spend their time in the special
soldiers’ brothels in “Street of Happiness,” or try their luck
at the casinos. It is a demoralising life and troops are never
stationed there more than one year and usually only six months.
Officials, including the governor, stay a maximum of three
years.

The wharves are bustling with activity. Squealing pigs
encased in woven reed baskets are being unloaded from square-
sailed iunks: smaller sampans disgorge bags of rice and moun-
tains of vegetables. ferry boats ply across a couple of hundred
yards of water which divide the Macao Peninsula from a town
in People’s China. Hundreds of fishing boats ride at anchor
in the calm river, drawn up in lines and rows like troops on
parade, their oiled masts glinting in the sunlight like bayonets.
A Portuguese sloop squats greyly on the water, its guns pointed
at the fishing smacks—a shabby reminder of the hey-day of
Portuguese naval power. Bald-pated friars in brown robes,
beads and crosses dangiing between their legs, prowl along the
cobbled streets about their mysterious business. The hospital
still stands where “Laboriously Vile” expired in high dudgeon
and high fever; a British cemetery hides the tombs of many
scions of noble families killed in pushing opium and Bibles
into China. Amongst the tombstones is that of Lord John
Spencer Churchill, fourth son of the fifth Earl of Marlborough,
who died ga“ant]y aboard the frigate Druid protecting the
opium smugglers.

Macao's industries and her population are fed from People’s

China; apart from rice, vegetables and pork for the masses, the
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tood delicatessen shops which alternate with the sing-song
houses in “Street of Happiness,” display owls, civet cats,
snakes and monkeys, considered as great delicacies by wealthy
Chinese who have sought refuge in Macao from Canton and
other cities in Kwantung province. Soup with a whole baby
monkey in it is considered particularly appetising.

Every street, church and fort in Macao has played its part
in the sordid history of western penetration of China. It was
the gateway through which the West arrogantly forced its
way into China at the point of a gun; it is now a gateway
through which remnants of an era which is past, slink back
from China. Discredited missionaries, Kuomintang traitors
come through to plot awhile, to dream of a counter-action
and finally to filter back to Europe or flee to' South America.
Whatever the final status of Macao, part of it will probably
be preserved as a museum piece of Western imperialism.

Hong Kong was originally an infant granddaughter of Macao.
It was ceded to the British as a result of the marriage of British
n)nd Portuguese interests in the Opium Wars 500 years after the
iortuguese got Macao. To~day it is also something of a museum
piece of British Imperialism, but perhaps a worl(ing model
would be a better way of describing this last British outpost
in China. Life goes on there exactly as if no world-shaking
changss had occurred across the water. Chinese are kept in
their “place,” white supremacy is the keynote of the adminis-
iration, i'he clubs are filled with whisl(y-swi"ing red-faced
taipans, abusing at the tops of their voices Chiang Kai-shek
for Ietting them down, Mao Tse-tung for being alive, the
Chinese club oarmen for being stupid. To-clay their abuse
extends to the Americans for having spoiled their trade. Un-
daunted by having been pushed out of Hong Kong within 24
hours by the Japanese, they boast of [)eing able to hold the
colony indefinitely in the event of an attack by the “Reds.”

The colony is full of customs officers, businessmen, police
officers and missionaries, “refugees” complaining of their fate
in being stripped of the privileges which had been theirs so
long by virtue of their white skins and which they have now
lost in Shanghai, Tientsin, Tsingtao, Nanking and a dozen
other places. Some blamed Chiang, some the Communists,
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some their own government, and many the Americans. Some
had been prepared to stay on in People’s China even without
the specia[ privileges as long as there was business to be done,
souls to be saved and Bibles to be sold. The American block-
ade had ruined trade, American arrogance had ruined relations,
American pressure was ruining British chances. So the argu-
ments went.

The year 1950 had been the best year in the history of Hong
Kong. Trade reached half a billion pounds. half as much
again as 1049, three times as much as 1947. British commerce
was cas|1ing in on American mistakes in China. Trade could
reach a billion, two or three billion pounds if it were allowed
to develop nalura“y. China’s needs for machinery, railway
and coalmining equipment could keep British industry and
shipping I_)usy for decades, but America insisted on the blockade,
insisted on Britain drastically reducing her trade. Raw mate-
rials to Hong Kong itself were cut off. Factories were closing
down in early 1951. By February there were 50,000 unem-
ployed and Chinese technicians were streaming back across the
border to put their skills at the disposal of People’s China.
The lucrative coastal trade with Tientsin and Slmngi)ai con-
tinued but dwindled in volume. American insistence on rail-
roading through the United Nations a resolution branding
China as an aggressor outraged the British business community
in Hong Kong as much as it outraged progressive world opin-
jon. For other reasons, ol course.

The firm of Jardine & Matheson was still ﬂourishing. however.
It had aiways moved ahead with the times. Opium Clippers were
replaced i)y ocean liners, and now the firm was competing with
Butterfield & Swire to control the air-line services which
radiated out of Hong Kong's Kai Tak airport to Indo-
China, Malaya, Borneo, Thailand, Burma and the Philippines.
Smugglers had moved with the times too. Even if the air-lines
themselves were not officially in the smuggling business, pilots
were conslanl[y l)eing arrested for smuggling opium and gold
between India and Hong Kong. Arrests \vere‘usua“y a mis-
take, | was assured. The wrong official had been paid off
or had not been paid sufficient. One crew of a Catalina “ying
boat flew too close to Chinese waters, dropping opium near
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Macao, and the Hying boat was forced to land. The Aus-
lraii‘nn crew was arrested by Chinese authorities, the Catalina
conliscated. Small airline operators made fortunes ﬂying out
\\'callhy Kuomintang supporters for fabulous sums from last-
ditch hide-outs, Shanghai and Canton and Hainan Island. They
were looking forward to excellent business again as soon as
the invasion of Taiwan (Formosa) started. Some who swal-
lowed American propaganda were even specu|aling how much
could be cleaned up from the evacuation of Hong Kong. Chiang
Kai-shek’s rapid deleats in the coastal cities made millionaires
(in U.S. doliars) of some ol the smaller air-line operators.

On Hong Kong s Kai Tak airport were 70 lwin~engined and
four-engined Douglas passenger planes which belong to Peopie's
China. They had i)elonged to the governm=1 t-controlled
China National Airways Corporation, and were flown to Kai
Tak in the last days of Kuomintang operations on the main-
land. They automalica”y became the property of the Peopie's
Government. A British court in Hong Kong contirmed this
claim.  While the Compli(‘ale(i |egnl proceedings were going on
Kuominlang agents were l)usy removing as many parts from
the planes as pnssible and shipping them away under the noses
ot British police. The court awarded People . China the
planes. Kuomintang saboteurs put explosive charges in several
of the planes and blew oft part of the tails. Chiang Kai-shek's
agent, the American Air Force General Chenault, claimed
iilem as his property, and appealed against the court decision.
I'he appeai had not been heard at the time I passed througll
llong Kong, but valuable property of the People‘s Government
was rusting away, the tyres perislling while Britain once again
bowed to American orders, this time the orders of an American
individual.

Clliang Kai-shek agents swarm all over the colony, run news-
papers there and ironira“y enough provide much of ‘what passes
ior news about Hong Kong itself in the British-owned Hong
i\ong newspapers from the Kuominlang newsagency in Taiwan.
One could read every day of Communist plols to sal)otage indus-
try in the colony (when this was being effectively sal)otaged by
lile Americans), ol plots to seize power, and of the infiltration
of Communist “agents.” The British had closed down some-
ll)ing like 100 Chinese organisations suspected of having sym-
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