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LOOK TWICE AT THAT NEWS!

Friends of China in the West seem sincerely concerned
whether China, in her drive for modernisation and bet-
ter material standards of living, may not be deserting the
socialist path. They point to revolutionary slogans and
radical developments which are now being called dis-
asters, new policies which may be interpreted as elitist,
stories that Christian Dior would open a shop in Shang-
hai (this never materialised) or that Coca-Cola machines
would appear (they have—in tourist hotels, along with
Western liquors and tobacco, all for foreign exchange:
many tourists prefer them to Chinese soft drinks, liquor
and tobacco, but Chinese do not!). They also point to
the euphoria among Western businessmen about the
lush profits they were going to take out of China once
they got a contract. But there are several things friends
do not realise.

Foreign journalists reporting from in and around
China have three guidelines—to produce articles at
specified intervals whether anything really newsworthy
has occurred or not; to try and report statements, formal
or informal, which can give their readership some in-
dication of what is going on, with filler to make the
article up to at least four hundred words; and to try and
interpret this material, hampered by a long-time cutoff
which prevented most people from gaining real insight
into China’s problems. So they incline to make more
than there is out of some material, and interpret accord-
ing to their own concepts, or even their conscious wishes
or fears. The result may contain significant facts, but on
the whole be a Western rather than a Chinese scene.
This sort of reporting comes from Friendlies as well as
Unfriendlies.

But what if you read only the Chinese press, and are
never, NEVER influenced by Western reports?

There are a number of persons at highest national
levels who can be quoted as reliable sources, or offices
qualified to issue policy papers. Major central govern-
ment papers go through revision by many hands, and
represent a concensus rather than the opinions of the
person who reads them. One paper read by Lin Biao had
been completely changed from his original draft. Such
papers represent current majority opinion, with some
consideration for minorities. Papers coming out of lesser
offices (still at high national level), and interviews or
articles written by individuals for newspapers and radio
represent more personal opinion. Directives may be is-
sued by qualified persons or offices which higher offices
or fuller quorums later recall. Individuals in the central
government represent a wide variety of backgrounds and
interests which influence their personal outlooks and
may be reflected in their statements. It happens else-
where—why not China?

The national newspaper, People’s Daily, or the Central
People’s Broadcasting Station are public forums: where

one day’s lead article may express one opinion on specific
policies, another day’s may differ, or present a different
aspect. The inner pages present even more variety, even
argument. Other national and local papers have more
specific editorial policies. The national Guangming
Daily, for example, is slanted toward the intellectuals,
and Wenhui Bao, printed in Shanghai, toward literary
and artistic circles. While the People’s Daily carries more
international news, local papers may be stronger on the
agricultural side. These biases are reflected not only in
what they report beyond the standard daily issue from
Xinhua News Agency, but in how they report it.

Little of this appears in the foreign language press.
Beijing Review selects from the news of the week policy
documents, lead articles and a smattering of titbits, and
has little room to show the interplay of opinion. Other
magazines are more interested in introducing specific
aspects of Chinese life and culture.

That leaves the thick daily pads of Xinhua News and
the BBC translators. How many readers take one policy
and read everything on it for a month?

Newspapers come under the Ministry of Propaganda.
Some friends are sincerely disturbed at the way they once
praised the Gang of Four and now curse them. Can one
believe the accusations of the present press? Fewer ask,
could they believe the presentations of the period when
Yao Wenyuan, one of the Four, was Minister of Propa-
ganda? If one wished to make a comparative study of
the news of the two periods, perhaps picking a major
policy such as education or agriculture, one would find
now that argument appears. Of course policies are easier
to understand when one side is presented as gospel, and
the problems of practical application are dismissed as re-
actionary disruption.

The Chinese papers are for the Chinese people a
forum for opinions and source of policy and news, with
somewhat less speculation than Western papers. People
really wanting to understand China can learn something
starting from no knowledge whatever, if they do not
station their own preconceptions at the doors of their
minds. ;

SHIRLEY Woob (Kaifeng)
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CREATING CHINA'S FUTURE
What role for the people?

There is much questioning nowadays about the direc-
tion in which China is moving. The answers can be
found only in the actual practice of the Chinese people,
and the kind of society to which they are giving shape
and substance. The incorrect words or actions of an in-
dividual or faction here, or a retrograde step taken by an
enterprise or commune there, cannot be characteristic of
the whole reality of People’s China, unless the people
allow these to turn the course of their lives away from
the communist future. That can happen. Whether it is
happening or not only long and careful investigation can
show.

The cadres in Beijing, and even the people of Beijing,
are by no means the whole of China. Over goo million
people are in the rest of China. One of the things in
which they have a stake is the National People’s Congress
(NPC). Since the activity and powers it represents must
be reckoned with in any assessment of China’s political
well-being, the people’s congress system and its wider
implications have to be studied. The Fifth NPC, which
was elected in early 1978, recently held its third session.
That was certainly no routine meeting. Hua Guofeng
and his colleagues rendered an account of their work,
outlined what they saw as the main problems, and made
policy proposals in very specific terms.

The g,000-0odd deputies, the majority of them workers
in the cities, communes or the People’s Liberation Army,
examined current policies and performance in produc-
tion and distribution, planning, finance and other busi-
ness. They made their own policy proposals and criti-
cisms as well as decisions on some important matters:
plans for economic and social development in the 198o0s,
new members of the State Council (administration) legis-
lation relating to marriage, Chinese nationality and
foreign relations, etc. The day-to-day reports of the way
in which they carried out these duties, for which they
were elected, and the NPC documents are essential read-
ing for information about what goes on throughout
China. Their Standing Committee had been supervising
government work since the previous NPC plenary ses-
sion. They therefore received its annual report (given by
one of the vice-chairmen, Peng Zhen) and, in place of
those who were retiring owing to old age, elected five
vice-chairmen. (Four of them, Peng Chong, Xi Zhongxun,
Su Yu and Yang Shangkun, are veteran revolutionaries
who had joined the CPC while in their teens and were
experienced organisers and administrators, and the fifth
was Bainjen Erdini, the Tibetan Panchen Lama.)

In exercising their power to make these and other ap-
pointments, the NPC deputies were strictly following
constitutional procedures. The CPC Central Committee
had proposed the name of Zhao Ziyang, and the NPC
after deliberation, appointed him to succeed Hua as
Premier (i.e., chairman of the State Council). At its first
session it had appointed Hua as premier, even though
the CPC’s Eleventh National Congress had already elect-
ed him as Party Chairman. On Hua’s proposal it had
appointed the vice-premiers and other ministers. That
was in the period just after the deaths of Mao and Zhou,
when the mess made by the ‘Gang of Four’ was still
being cleared up. The NPC may not have realised how
impractical (and undesirable on other grounds) it was for
the same person—however able and popular—to be ap-
pointed to the most responsible full-time jobs in both the
CPC and the administration of the whole country. In
Zhao Ziyang they had one who had distinguished him-
self at the grassroots level and provincial administration

as a good organiser. The sensible and rational manner in
which the CPC and the NPC have carried out the re-
shuflle is a contrast to the vulgar office-seeking and in-
trigues that were the tendency at one time.

In what sense ‘the self-government of the producers’ (Marx)?

The National People’s Congress brings together depu-
ties from every part of the country. It has links with the
people’s congresses of the provinces, autonomous regions
and province-level municipalities, and with the people’s
congresses of the counties, which are elected by uni-
versal adult suffrage. They are relatively new kinds of
institutions in human experience. They are not parlia-
mentary bodies. At the base are the workers’ congresses
and the self-adminstered production teams. As Marx
pointed out in The Civil War in France, these are work-
ing, not parliamentary, bodies, ‘executive and legislative
at the same time’. In China the administration, includ-
ing the State Council, is not supreme, but accountable to
them, subject to their supervision.

What do the NPC and its Standing Committee re-
present in real terms? When things go wrong, as they
inevitably will at times, the people have themselves to
investigate the causes and exercise their power to set
them right. Otherwise, the consequences of their own
past inexperience or imprudence or misjudgements, or
of bungling or counter-revolutionary actions by func-
tionaries, will continue to frustrate their efforts as they
build the new China they want. Again, without the regu-
lar planning and development of the conditions of life
and work for her one billion people, People’s China
would disappear in chaos and counter-revolution. NPC
deputies have to make sure that they are independent,
well-informed, well organised and firm. So have the mass
of the people, who ultimately have the power of electing
or recalling them and state functionaries.

The work undertaken by NPGC deputies (especially
those who are elected to the Standing Committee) can
then to be said to be essential for China’s progress on the
path towards material abundance, the eradication of
classes and other Communist goals. However, to what
extent, we should still ask, does the NPC express the will,
the aspirations, capabilities and developing needs of the
Chinese people—their control (or self-management) on
a continually extending basis, of the economy, and cul-
tural and state affairs? The answers, which can be got
only by patient study of the facts, are perhaps of world-
wide significance. The facts of the situation are, however,
bound to be very diverse; they vary from Shanghai to the
Liangshan-Yi region, and from Liaoning to Tibet. Learn-
ing to cooperate on China’s vast scale in developing the
country as a modern socialist base is going to be a long
process.

How do we in capitalist Europe compare with the
Chinese in this respect? Ours is a part of the common
world economy and society which is obviously much
more affluent and educated. Since the bourgeois revolu-
tion and the Industrial Revolution, that is, for several
centuries, the people have had experience of bourgeois
democracy and of modernised industry and technology.
Nevertheless, this is a part of the world in which the
masses cannot influence, much less control, the capitalist
created circumstances of their lives except through in-
tense class struggle. As we know to our cost, when the
bourgeoisie steps up its attacks even the most precious
gains made by the working class in the past can be lost.
That will be the case as long as it, whether its ‘right’ or




‘left’ fraction is in office, has the power to lay down what
employment and tax policies are in the ‘national in-
terest’, what laws should be passed, what orders mus¢ be
obeyed and which of its powers, privileges and ideas are
ultimately sacrosanct.

For the Chinese working class, on the other hand, there
aren’t these external constraints; it has state power, capi-
talist wage-labour doesn’t exist, nor do the landlords or
capitalists exist as a class. But it has big problems. It has
to lead the people in defining the rules and setting the
standards for those in positions of public responsibility
—those to whom the exercise of essential social functions
and powers are delegated; and the people have to exer-
cise this control at a stage of their history when they have
just begun to enlarge their very limited experience of
democratic processes and modern economic organisation.
It has to develop society’s productive forces rapidly with-
out the support of the working class in the technological-
ly advanced economies. As in the case of most other
Third World countries, there hasn’t been a period of
rule and development by an indigenous bourgeoisie, to
clear away the long-outdated practices and customs, and
make the tasks of socialist construction easier for the
working class. In other words they have had to start al-
most from scratch, as the relations of production in the
old China had for generations retarded development.
Indeed, the greater part of the productive forces in China
today are, humanly, materially and technically, ‘new’.

The base of monopoly capitalism looks solid and sub-
stantial (perhaps more so than it really is). It was built
up over hundreds of years, over many countries, with
many false starts and dead ends, the bourgeoisie learning
from and robbing one another; its initial, almost free,
resources were obtained by massive looting and exploi-
tation of the natural resources, labour and accumulated
wealth of Asia, America and Africa, and of their own
peasantry. The Chinese have been trying to solve their
problems on an entirely different basis for only a genera-
tion, and that, too, with the use of models and ideas
which often have had negative value. Those who began,
some thirty years ago, had largely been formed in an
ancient and decaying tradition, or in semi-colonial China.
In the PRC some revolutionary veterans who became
leaders and administrators tended to act like any other
‘establishment’, putting an overemphasis on stability and
orderliness, and thus retarding the self-learning process,
experimentation, revolutionary transformation in which
people change themselves in changing circustances. (Till
1969 there wasn’t a single worker or peasant in either
the CPC Central Committee or the NPC Standing Com-
mittee, and by then Lin Piao’s conspiracy was well or-
ganised.) Nevertheless there has been a process of intense
social experimentation and learning. Mao’s leadership of
the CPC had much to do with it. The making and re-
making of social institutions, of new forms of work or-
ganisation and cooperation, new laws, new state con-
stitutions and new leading bodies is a sign not of chaos
but of adventurousness and progress. It can be bafiling to
the distant onlooker. Without all that, however, the
Chinese people would not be able to make adequate use
of people’s congresses, workers’ congresses, and powers of
supervision over the administration of the state and of
enterprises; or of their control and power to appoint and
dismiss the State Council and NPC Standing Committee,
and even their deputies.

The NPC is elected in order to supervise national plan-
ning and administration of an unprecedented develop-
ment of the productive forces. Except for those who have
retired owing to old age, most deputies to the NPC have
to tackle in their everyday lives the substance of the
novel and complex problems they have to deal with dur-
ing the NPC sessions. In other words, they are so placed
as to be able to judge the efficacy of various experiments
in socialist developments and cooperation. They must

know that if the technical and administrative problems
are not tackled successfully, China would in fact cease to
be People’s China; their political power, productive
powers, freedom and well-being would not increase over
time but diminish.

Increases in output and income are one test of the
superiority of working class rule over imperialist rule.
According to the Report of vice-chairman Yao Yilin,
Minister in charge of State Planning Commission, good
progress has been made in agricultural and industrial
production. For example, the annual increases in grain
output in 1978 and 1979 totalled over 49 million tons;
and gross output value of light industry in 1979 was g-6
per cent higher than in 1978, and in the first half of 1980
24-2 per cent more than in the same period of 19%9. Be-
tween 1978 and 1979 the per capita income from the
collective economy of the rural population rose by over
12 per cent and wages in state-run enterprises and estab-
lishments in cities and towns by over g per cent. These
figures represent real progress, especially since China is
still a poor country.

Though NPC deputies would obviously have been
critical if this progress hadn’t been made in meeting the
country’s material needs, their interest was not likely to
have stopped there. The how and why and wherefore
were equally important, and were a large part of the
business of the last session. The deputies considered re-
ports about the efficacy of readjustments in the relations
among different sectors of the economy, as well as in-
formation which would help them to decide what should
be the correct proportion between accumulation and cur-
rent consumption, and whether progress towards socialist
goals would be surer and faster if enterprises and local
communities were given an increased share of respon-
sibility within the national plan for economic decision-
making and initiative.

Eradicating Bureaucracy, Old and New

Socialist China naturally encounters strong hostility
from imperialist and reactionary forces in the world.
Anti-China propaganda, a combination of mischief-
making and wishful thinking, regularly asserts that
Marxism is being abandoned in favour of bourgeois prag-
matism and capitalist values, that Hua has suffered poli-
tical defeat, and so on. It is not such campaigns which
will do China harm. What can harm it as the persistence
of obstacles to its rapid social development, and the
growth of certain bad tendencies within the country,
especially among the families of higher-ranking cadres:
bureaucratic styles of administration, over-centralisation
of authority, the spread of vulgar, bourgeois values, for
example.

Fears that the Chinese people are allowing themselves
to be treated merely as bellies to be filled and empty
heads to be stuffed with the rhetoric of populist poli-
ticians (as in so many other Third World countries) are,
we believe, groundless. The NPC session, the most im-
portant political work-session this year, was conducted
in a strongly Marxist political perspective provided by
Hua. His keynote address deserves careful study. Not
only the NPC decisions, but the deliberations, conduct
and decisions of the provincial, municipal and county
people’s congresses, with which the NPC deputies are a
link, are likely to be carried on in this perspective. The
peoples congresses at all levels, and the administrative
apparatus they appoint and supervise, are important
aspects of the social productive forces which are being
developed in China. It

... hampers not only the restructuring of the economic system

and the progress of modernisation, but all our other work as

well. It has already aroused and continues to arouse strong
popular discontent. Unless our administrative structure is
thoroughly purged of “bureaucracy of all descriptions, the
governments at all levels will be unable to build an adminis-






