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THE SALVOES OF THE OCTOBER REVOLUTION

In the eariy hours of the morning, on 7th Nevember 1917
(old style), Russian workers and soldiers stormed the Winter
Palace in Petrograd, having already seized other key positions.
That same day Lenin proclaimed:

The Provisional Government has been overtlirowsn. The power
of state has passed into the hands of the organ of the
Petrograd Soviet of Werkers’ and Soldiers’ Deputies ... The
cause for which the people have fought, namely the immed-
iate proposal of a democratic peace, the abolition of landed
proprietorship, workers’ control over  production and the
creation of a Soviet government—the sucecess of that cause
is guaranteed. Long live the revolution of the soldiers,
workers and peasants!

This triumphant proclamation echoed round the world, never
to be forgotten. By their forcible seizure of power the workers
of Russia had become the founders of the world’s first socialist
state. They had opened a new era in history and set before
the worid’s proletariat a new perspective.

The October Revolution was the watershed that separated

the period of heroic but frustrated uprisings—countless
peasant revolts, the storming of the Bastille, the Paris Com-
mune—f{rom the period of the successful, planned construction
of socialism. After 1917 nothing was the same again, although
the building of socialism was to suffer reverses even in its
hirthplace. B - B

In capitalist couniries workers welcomed the Revolution with
joy and hope. In spite of all the slanders of the ruling class
they realised that in Russia their brethers were in power and
they enthusiastically supported them. Moreover, as Mao said.
‘the salvotes of the October Revolution brought Marxism-
Leninism to China’. '

In 1921 the Chinese Communist Party was formed and began
the 38-year struggle that was to lead, after how many setbacks.
to the founding of the People’s Republic of China. Since then,
for another 28 years, Chinese revolutionaries have kept alive
and strengthened the inspiration of 1917, in spite of the Soviet
betrayal, demonstrating that the ‘ wretched of the earth’® hold
the future in their hands. :

VOLUME V IS HERE !

Selected Works of Mao Tsetung, Vol V (English edition),
Foreign Languages Press, Peking, 1977. Papercover £2, cloth £3.
Now available in UK.

This new volume includes writings and speeches dated be-
tween 21 September 1845 and 18 November 1857, throughout
which period Mao Tse-tung was leader of the newly established

* *

People’s Republic, as well as of the Chinese Communist Party..

But for the victory over the ‘Gang of Four it might never
have appeared. In his article of 1 May 1877 about it, Continue
the Revolution under the Dictatorship of the Proletariat to the
End, Chairman Hua Kuo-feng states:

Chairman Mao...never allowed his Selected Works to be
compiled until his writings had been tested in practice.

But he goes on to say that Mao had delegated Chou En-lai
and Kang Sheng to take charge of the compilation of this
volume as early as 1969, and that publication was held up first
by Lin Piao and later by the Four.

A marked characteristic of Volume V, even more than of
its predecessors, is its homely (and occasionally earthy)
language, which suggests that it has been more lightly edited
than they were. The English translation goes far to achieving
the almost impossible task of conveying the incomparable
flavour of the original; minor inaccuracies and stylistic blem-
ishes will doubtless be removed in future editions.

But in this volume, for the first time, we are able to see
the development—sometimes gradual, sometimes swift—of
basic concepts and policies, as Mao’s thinking advanced with
events. Like earlier volumes, this one is still only a selection

of his writings during the period covered, and we do not
know what is yet to come in the promised Collected Works.
Enemies or critics of Chairman Hua Kuo-feng and his col-
leagues will argue that they have chosen only what suits them,
but the internal evidence does not support such a suggestion.
On the contrary, the frankness of the various writings, and
the fact that they are far from forming a smooth and easily

“assimilable whole, is evidence of Chairman Hua’s trust in the

political maturity of the Chinese people, for whom this volume
is a major object of study.

Although these articles and speeches were written between
twenty and twenty-eight years ago, many of the problems they
deal with still persist today. It is not easy for even the most
revolutionary among 800 million people brought up in a basic-
ally feudal society to develop socialist ways of thinking and
behaviour in a few years, especially when institutions have
not yet been socialised. In the writings dating from 1956 and
1957 there are many references to the problems of grading:

One kind of problem arises among our own ranks. For

example, some cadres now scramble for fame and fortune
and are interested only in personal gain. In the discussion
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of the grading of the cadres, there were instances where a
cadre would not be satisfied with a rise of one grade, even
a rise of two grades still left him weeping in bed, and
perhaps only a three-grade promotion could get him out of
bed. The fuss they kicked up has settled this question. This
business of grading cadres, have done with it! Let wages
be roughly evened out, with slight differences here and
there (Talks at a Conference of Provincial, Municipal and
Autonomous Region Party Committees, Jan 57).

After all, we are a revolutionary Party, so we make it a
principle not to allow anyone to starve to death. As long as
one isn’t starving to death, one should do revolutionary
work and exert onself...A Communist is supposed to work
hard and to serve the people with his whole heart, not with
half or two-thirds. Those whose revolutionary will has been
waning should have their spirits revived through rectification.
(Persevere in Plain Living and Hard Struggle, Maintain
Close Ties with the Masses, Mar. 57).

Volume V covers the transitional period in which agriculture,
handicrafts and capitalist industry and commerce were being
socialised, at the same time as systematic industrialisation
was proceeding. Innumerable interrelated problems arose—
economic, political and social. The different factors had to be
kept in balance, and the positive aspects of the relationships
between them encouraged. The last piece but one (A Dialectical
Approach to Inmer-Party Unity) is part of a speech at the
Moscow meeting of the 12 Communist and Workers’ Parties
in Power, November 1957:

Some seem to think that, once in the Communist Party,
people all become saints with no differences or misunder-
standings, and that the Party is not subject to analysis, that
is to say, it is monolithic and uniform, hence there is no
need for talks. It seems as if people have to be 100 per cent
Marxists once they are in the Party. Actually there are
Marxists of all degrees, those who are 100 per cent, 90, 80,
60 or 50 per cent Marxist, and some who are only 10 or 20
per cent Marxist . . .
We have two hands to deal with a comrade who has made
mistakes, one hand to struggle with him and the other to
unite with him. The aim of struggle is to uphold the prin-
ciples of Marxism, which means being principled; that is
one hand. The other hand is to unite with him. The aim
of unity is to provide him with a way out, to compromise
with him, which means being flexible. The integration of
principle with flexibility is a Marxist-Leninist principle, and
it is a unity of opposites.
Any kind of world, and of course class society in particular,
teems with contradictions ... The point is not that there are
contradictions te be found, but that it teems with contra-
dictions . .. I say dialectics should move from the small circle
of philosophers to the broad masses of the people. ..
Very often acute questions of priorities arose. In a speech
Dow’t Hit Out in All Directions delivered in June 1950 (just
before the start of the Korean War) Mao said:

At present our relations with the national bourgeoisie are
very strained; they are on tenterhooks and are very dis-
gruntled. Unemployed intellectuals and workers are dis-
satisfied with us and so are a number of small handicrafts-
men. The peasants in most rural areas are complaining too
because agrarian reform has not yet been carried out there
and besides they have to deliver grain to the state.

In the course of a brilliant summing up three years later,
in September 1953, entitled Our Great Victory in the War to
Resist U.S. Aggression and Aid Korea and Our Future Tasks,
he said:

War costs money. Yet the war to resist U.S. aggression and

aid Korea did not cost us too much. It went on for several

years, but the expenses incurred were less than a single
year’s industrial and commercial taxes. Of course, it would
have been better if we had not had to fight the war and
spend this money. For construction in the country today calls
for money and the peasants still have difficulties. Last year
and the year before last, the agricultural tax was a shade
on the heavy side, and so this set some friends talking.
They demanded a ‘policy of benevolence’, as if they repres-

ented the interests of the peasants. Did we favour this view?
No, we didn’t. At that time we had to do our utmost to win
victory in the war...For the peasants, for the people of
the whole country, which was in their interest? To endure
austerity for the time being and strive for victory? Or not
to resist U.S. aggression and aid Korea and to save a few
coppers? Undoubtedly winning the war was in their interest.
By this time the general line had been formulated. As Mao
defined it in Refute Right Deviationist Views that Depart
jrom the General Line, in June 1853:

The general line or the general task of the Party is basically
to accomplish the industrialisation of the country and the
socialist ~transformation of agriculture, handicrafts and
capitalist industry and commerce in ten to fifteen years,
or a little longer...

In the event, of course ,the period was very much shortened.

Two months later, in Combat Bourgeois Ideas in the Party,
he quotes the resolution of the Second Plenary Session of the
Seventh Central Committee (March 1949) as saying ‘ We must
wholeheartedly rely on the working class’, and goes on:

The resolution also says that in the rehabilitation and
development of production the following must be the rule:
the production of state industry comes first, that of private
industry second and handicraft production third. The emph-
asis is on industry, and first of all heavy industry, which is
owned by the state. Of the five sectors of our present-day
economy, the state-owned economy is the leading sector.
Capitalist industry and commerce must be gradually guided
towards state capitalism...
As for the cooperative transformation of individual farming
and handicrafts, the resolution of the Second Plenary Session
puts it clearly:
Such cooperatives are collective economic organisations of
the working people, based on private ownership and under
the direction of the state power led by the proletariat. The
fact that the Chinese people are culturally backward and
have no tradition in organising cooperatives makes it quite
diffcult for us to promote and develop the cooperative
movement, but cooperatives can and must be organised and
they must be promoted and developed. If we had only a
state-owned economy and no cooperative economy, it would
be impossible for us to lead the individual economy of the
working people step by stey towards collectivisation, impos-
sible to develop from the new-democratic state to the socialist
state of the future and impossible to consolidate the leader-
ship of the proletariat in the state power.

A month earlier, in On State Capitalism, he had given a
succinet and thought-provoking description of one section of
the economy in 1953:

The present-day capitalist economy in China is a capitalist
economy which for the most part is under the control of the
People’s Government and which is linked with the state-
owned socialist economy in various forms and supervised
by the workers. It is not an ordinary but a particular kind
of capitalist economy, namely a state-capitalist economy of
a new type. It exists not chieflly to make profits for the
capitalists but to meet the needs of the people and the
state. True, a share of the profits produced by the workers
goes to the capitalists, but that is only a small part, about
one quarter of the total. The remaining three quarters are
produced for the workers (in the form of the welfare fund),
for the state (in the form of income tax) and for expanding
productive capacity (a small part of which produces profits
for the capitalists). Therefore, this state-capitalist economy
of a new type takes on a socialist character to a very great
extent and benefits the workers and the state.

This is a book that is impossible to summarise or ‘ review’.
One can only say ‘Read it—read it again and again’. There
are lessons to be drawn from it for the present day, not only
in China but everywhere in the world.

One of the main effects on the reader of the documents in
this volume, particularly those concerned with the socialist
transformation of agriculture, is to emphasize the complexities
of the process, and the difficulties and opposition faced at
every stage by Mao and those who supported him. It is reason-




able to suppose that one of the main aims of the editors is
to make clear to any among the Chinese people who may still
have any illusions on the subject that building socialism is a
long hard struggle. If so, this is additional confirmation of
Chairman Hua’s faith in the masses, and his belief in their
increased political maturity, in striking contrast to the attitude
of the ¢ gang of four’ who fed the people with a diet of high-
sounding °advanced’ political ideas with little or no found-
ation in reality. Incidentally, the section of Mao’s speech of
31 March 1955 at the Party National Conference which deals
with the Kao-Jao anti-Party alliance may help some readers
to an understanding of the complexities of the case of the
Four, twenty years later.

Many other themes constantly recur, and are developed

throughout the period covered by the volume, particularly
that of winning the support of the great majority of the people,
while isolating the minority of diehard counter-revolutionaries,
and of giving those who have erred a chance to reform.

Tailpiece

Now the Communist Parties in a number of countries, the
British Communist Party for example, only advance the
slogan of peaceful transition. We talked this over with the
leader of the British Party but couldn’t get anywhere.
Naturally they may well feel proud, for as their leader
queried, ‘How can Khrushchov claim to have introduced
peaceful transition? I advanced it long before he did’!

(Be Activists in Promoting the Revolution, October 1957).

CHINA AS REVOLUTIONARY BASE

The Political Report delivered by Hua Kuo-feng at the
CP.C’s 1ith Congress calls for close study. In it the Central
Committee not only announces the conclusion of China’s first
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution but also formulates the
tasks for the coming period. It also includes many of Mao
Tse-tung’s hitherto unpublished remarks and criticisms.

The Report reviews Mao’s contributions to the Chinese
revolution and the world revolutionary movement. He led the
Party and the people through the great battles—ideological
and military—that preceded liberation, then guided the country
in its crucial early period of socialist construction. It adds:

In the contemporary international communist movement. ..
Chairman Mao . ..launched the great struggle against modern
revisionism with the Soviet clique as its centre. He thus
gave an impetus to the vigorous development of the revolu-
tionary cause of the world proletariat and the cause of the
people of all countries in the struggle against imperialism
and hegemonism ...
In the period of socialism, Chairman Mao’s greatest contri-
bution to Marxism was his systematic theory of continuing
the revolution under the dictatorship of the proletariat.
Today the struggle against revisionism is mounting, as is
that against imperialism and hegemonism—which may even
be in its crucial stage. Future revolutions will be immeasur-
ably indebted to the Chinese experience.

The Report deals in detail with the line and policies by
which the Gang of Four intended to take power at the end
of Mao’s life. This account and Mao’s comments are of out-
standing interest. Chief among the Four’s offences was their
complete and active negation of the three basic principles set
out by Mao in an earlier struggle—practice Marxism and not
revisionism; unite and don’t split; be open and aboveboard
and don’t intrigue and comspire. There was damage and dis-
ruption in every field of the superstructure, but:

Whoever antagonizes the people is bound to be overthrown
by the people. If the superstructure protects the old relations
of production and undermines the new and if it hinders the
growth of the productive forces, the people will rise and
pull it down. This is an objective law borne out by the entire
history of mankind...

And by the history of the Gang of Four.

The smashing of the Gang of Four, the Report says, saved
the Party—

from a major split, our country from a major bloodletting
premediated by the gang, our people from a major calamity
and our revolution from a major reversal. It has further
strengthened and consolidated China as a revolutionary base
area for the world.

Dealing with the world situation, the Report asserts

The international situation today is very good, it is very
good, not just good or fairly good. In the last few years,
the revolutionary struggle of the international proletariat,

the liberation struggles of the oppressed people and nations

and the revolutionary mass movements in many countries

havg been forging ahead...The international united front
against aggression, interference, subversion, control and
bullying by the superpowers is broadening.

The Report points out that eight years after the start of
the Cultural Revolution Mao Tse-tung called for the establish-
ment of stability and unity. The overthrow of the Gang of
Four three years later meant that this could at last be
achieved.

Stability and unity do not mean writing off class struggle.
The victorious conclusion of the first Great Proletarian Cul-
tural Revolution has ushered in a new period of development
in our country’s socialist revolution and socialist construction.

CHINA’S VOICE AT U.N.

China’s view of the international situation and her role in
it are comprehensively dealt with in a speech made by her
Foreign Minister Huang Hua at the plenary meeting of the
UN General Assembly in September. Friendly -critics—and
critical friends—do not always study the documents available
to them—which is a pity for, as in this case, they are offen
extremely interesting both in content and analytical method.
Excerpts from Huang Hua’s comment on Africa illustrate this.

He remarks that the superpowers have stepped up their
efforts to get control of this strategic area. However, the Sudan
expelled the Soviet experts and Zaire successfully repelled the
Soviet-instigated invasion; the people of Zimbabwe and
Namibhia are fighting hard for national liberation and the
South African people’s struggle against apartheid and brutal
oppression is mounting. These struggles have the support of
people all over the world. He says 4

In their protracted struggle, the African countries and
people have come to appreciate more and more the import-
ance of unity against the enemy. Although there exist
differences of one kind or another between African countries,
yet confronted with the enemy they have sought common
ground on major issues while putting aside their minor
differences and directed the main thrust of their attack
against imperialism, colonialism and racism, and against
superpower hegemonism in particular. This has been and
will continue to be an important guarantee for the victories
of the African people. -

The Afro-Arab Summit Conference held in March and the
OAU session in July both stressed

mutual aid and cooperation and the need to oppose foreign
interference. They were a significant testimony to the
strengthened unity of the 61 African and Arab countries
with their more than 400 million people in fighting the
common enemy. They were a positive contribution to the
struggle of the African and Arab people and the entire
Third World...







