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MAO TSETUNG 1893—-1976

Mao Tse-tung was one of the greatest revolutionary leaders in
world history. A master of Marxist theory, he led his people
through more than forty years of revolutionary struggle. The
secret of his greatness lay in his closeness to the people.

Of all things in the world, people are the mest precious.
Under the leadership of the Communist Party, so long as
there are people, every kind of miracle can be performed.

The Red Army was formed in 1827. A few years later, still
small and weak, it was encircled by the Kuomintang, who built
a ring of blockhouses — ‘iron bastions’ as they were called —
within which it was to be annihilated:

Comrades! are they really iron bastions? Not in the least!
Think of the palaces of the feudal emperors over thousands
of years—were they not powerful within their walls and
moats? Yet they crumbled one after another the moment
the masses arose. The Tsar of Russia was one of the world’s
most ferocious rulers, but, when the proletariat and the
peasantry rose in revolution, was there anything left of
him? No, nothing. His bastions of iron? They all crumbled.
Comrades! what is a bastion of iron? It is the masses, the
millions upon millions of people who genuinely and sin-
cerely support the revolution. That is the real iron bastion,
which no force can smash, no force whatsoever. The
counter-revelution cannot smash us; on the contrary, we
shall smash it. Rallying millions upon millions of people,
we shall wipe out all counter-revolution and take over the
whole of China.

Then came the Long March:

For twelve months we were under daily reconnaissance
and bombing from the skies by scores of planes, while on
land we were encircled and pursued, obstructed and inter-
cepted by a huge force of several hundred thousand men,
and we encountered untold difficulties and dangers on the
way; yet by using our two legs we swept across a distance
of more than twenty thousand li through the length and
breadth of eleven provinces. Let us ask, has history ever
known a long march to equal ours?

After the liberation, still led by Mao Tse-tung, the Chinese
people entered on a new road — the long march of socialist
construction. Always cautious in the hour of victory, he warned
the Party to maintain its close ties with the people:

The Chinese revolution is great, but the road after the
revolution will be longer, the work greater and more ardu-
ous. This must be made clear now in the Party. The com-
rades must be taught to remain modest, prudent and free

from arrogance and rashness in their style of work. ... We
are not only good at destroying the old world; we are also
good at building the new.

Similarly, after the triumph of the Cultural Revolution, when
the counter-revolutionary attempts to restore capitalism were
smashed, he declared :

We have won a great victory. But the defeated class will
still struggie. These people are still around, and this class
still exists. Therefore we cannot speak of final vietory, not
even for decades.

Meanwhile other peoples have joined in the march, and the
‘iron bastions’ of colonialism have been crumbling all over the
world :

The people of a small country can certainly defeat oppres-
sion by a big country, if only they dare to rise in struggle,
dare to take up arms and grasp in their own hands the
destiny of their country. This is a law of history.

Before us there now opens the prospect of raising human
society to a higher level by putting an end to the exploitation
of man by man:

In the present epoch of the development of society, the
responsibility of correctly knowing and changing the world
has been placed by history on the shoulders of the pro-
letariat and its party. This process, the practice of changing
the world, which is determined in accordance with scientific
knowledge, has already reached a historic moment in the
world and in China, a great moment unprecedented in
human history, that is, the moment for completely banish-
ing darkness from the world and for changing the world
into a world of light such as never existed before.

In holding out this prospect for the future of mankind Mao
Tse-tung reveals the same boundless confidence in the masses of
the people as he had displayed in his leadership of the Long
March more than fifty years ago:

The Red Army fears no hardship on the Long March.

A thousand mountains, ten thousand rivers are nothing.

The Five Ranges are like little winding ripples.

The peaks of Wumeng like clay balls tumbling into the
plain,

Washed by the River of Golden Sand, the cloud-covered
cliffs are warm.

Spanning the River Tatu, the iron chains are cold.

The far-off snows of Minshan only bring us joy.

The Army presses through, and we all laugh.

GEORGE THOMSON

LEADER OF THE REVOLUTIONARY PEOPLE

Serving the masses

Mao was of the first rank as revolutionary thinker and teacher,
as master of military strategy and tactics, as leader of the
world revolution, as world statesman. There is however danger,
in thinking like this, of succumbing to the bourgeois preoccupa-
tion with individual heroes as makers of history. It tends to
make out greatness of action and thought as a mystery — some-
thing that is inborn, transcending historical conditions, imposing

itself on a passive ¢ common herd’ of men and women, and after
a single life disappearing just as mysteriously as it had
appeared. To see China’s enormous leap forward from being a
suffering, sick and dying country to being the happiest, most
alive and most rapidly developing one — to see this as the work
of a single person does not make sense of over fifty years of
continued revolution by one-fifth of mankind. Nowhere in the
world can the people get far on the road to achieving what they




want for their own good if they have leaders, however good,
whom they must passively follow.

History and biography cannot in this era be written in the
old way: ¢ Let us now praise famous men’. Mao’s leadership (and
Lenin’s and Ho Chi Minh’s too) does not make sense at all in
terms of personal achievement. He was, to start with, one of the
oppressed people in a nation under imperialist oppression. To
the end he never turned against or separated himself from the
workers and peasants, or capitulated to imperialism. In 60 years
of political activity he never tried, as others have, to use the
rebellion of the oppressed to get personal power, fame or
wealth, never deserted the cause of the oppressed and ex-
ploited. He never even retired from work to enjoy leisurely old
age. He faithfully did the duties assigned to him and — even
though it meant the pain of separation from old comrades and
friends who had stopped relying on the masses — continued to
take the revolution forward, on the side of those who were still
struggling for their emancipation. He was also strict in refrain-
ing from revolutionary rhetoric and posturing, or pomp and
ceremony, which entail unnecessary burdens on workers, pea-
sants and intellectuals. He thus set the pattern for a new kind of
working class and poor peasant leadership. We can say, every-
thing he had, everything he required for the growing needs of
his work, he got from the people and rendered back to them
unstintingly. Only the proletarian revolution could produce a
leader like this.

Like all others wanting an end to the tyranny and exploitation
of the imperialist order, we shall be joining with the Chinese
for some time to come to think of all the varied and almost
incredible achievements of Mao. This is not the time to try to
take their full measure. He was for forty years Chairman Mao:
he was attentive to the people’s needs, demands, ideas, aspira-
tions and criticisms; he strove to develop and focus the revolu-
tionary energies and skills of workers and peasants on concrete
tasks of thinking, fighting, production and organising.

How did he manage to act in accordance with conditions in
China? They were so very complex. They had hardly begun to
be studied. There were no documents, no scholarly experts, to
be consulted. How did he learn what had to be done? Knowing
what other Marxist revolutionaries and liberation movements in
other situations had written or done was useful, but it could
not show what specific steps had to be taken at any particular
moment in China in the early part of this century. Mao began
by integrating himself with the struggles of the lowliest people
and learning through revolutionary practice. In 1911, when as a
needy schoolboy he became an ordinary soldier to fight for the
new Republic, he first became actively involved in national
affairs. The determination to do something to change the situa-
tion in which China then was had taken the young peasant to
school, where he began to acquire his profound knowledge of
Chinese history. It was his political activities while he was there
that brought him first into collision with the governor of his
home province, Hunan. When he was in Peking working as a
library assisant Mao learnt about the wider world, not only from
anti-imperialist revolutionaries like Li Ta-chao, but also from
the workers in the factories he visited. On becoming a Com-
munist Mao, by then a teacher in Hunan, went to the miners of
Anyuan and other workers in order to integrate his work and
his struggles with theirs and to learn from them. It was what he
gained while teaching the workers and listening to them that
convinced him that, to be good Marxists, intellectuals (including
even those peasants and workers who become intellectuals) must
integrate themselves thoroughly with the workers and peasants.
Mao’s education as a revolutionary leader was to continue while
he was working with the peasantry in Kwangtung and Hunan
(1924-27), and later during the long hours he, as Chairman of
the Kiangsi Soviet government, spent with the labouring masses.
When in Yenan he wrote:

Unless a person is interested in turning his eyes downward
and is determined to do so, he will never in his whole life

really understand things in China.
Preface and Postscript to Rural Surveys, 1841.
To learn how China was to be liberated and transformed a
revolutionary had to break completely with the ways of the
feudal lords, the bourgeoisie, the imperialists.

Turning the oppressive social order upside down

In its immense scope, depth and thoroughness the Chinese
Revolution far surpasses all earlier revolutions, including the
Bolshevik Revolution. More and more, the working class and its
allies have consciously and collectively been directing their
revolution with a grasp of the laws according to which society
develops. It is the upsurge in many thousands of places —
villages, mines, factories, shops, construction sites, dockyards,
farms, schools, hospitals and fighting units, whole cities and
provinces — which has taken China forward in all the years Mao
was at work.

The unprecedented people’s spirit of daring to overthrow all
that comes from or is sanctioned by the oppression-ridden past
and to create from day to day not merely a ‘better’ social
system but a new society without classes — where has it found
its articulation and summing up better than in the labours of
Mao? Mao lived in the era of decaying imperialism and the pro-
letarian socialist revolution. As much as anyone he was a man
of his time. But it has become a glorious time for the oppressed
millions of the whole world. It is a time of hope. A new epoch
has clearly begun. Chinese history under Mao’s leadership has
brought liberation and socialist revolution nearer for all peoples.

‘The masses are the real heroes’ is not just any slogan but a
Marxist truth. We can look at the stuff of which Chinese — and
world — history has been made in the past sixty years, from the
standpoint of the working class and its allies. The early struggles
were against decrepit imperial China and for new foundations
for a China in mortal danger; against the gentry and the war-
lords who subverted the republic and opened the door for in-
creased imperialist penetration of China; against the traditiona-
lists, Confucianists and westernisers who stifled the growth of
the New Culture movement; against the landlords and bour-
geoisie who lived off the labour of the masses or by robbing
them. Fifty years ago the Chinese workers, peasants and soldiers
fighting under the banner of the revolutionary Kuomintang were
showing how vulnerable imperialism was. Then came Chiang’s
coup d’etat. The people’s struggle, under working class leader-
ship, was now against the Chiang dictatorship, which press-
ganged, overtaxed, terrorised and killed daily; against Chiang’s
imperialist instigators, backers and apologists; against bad
revolutionary leaders who misled them, needlessly exposed them
to danger, defeat and death. Then it was against the Japanese
fascists who seized their land and their cities and massacred
them; against the widely-feared power of US imperialism;
against the traditional land-tenure system which blocked the
advance of Chinese agriculture and industry; against the capita-
list factory owners and bosses. Still later it was against over-
lords in the CPC; against despotism and tyranny in new forms in
the factories, farms, army, schools and universities; against the
exploitation of the countryside by the cities and for the worker-
peasant alliance; against intellectuals dominating the working
people; against the betrayal of the Russian Revolution by
Khrushchev and Brezhnev; against Soviet imperialist exploita-
tion of their brothers and sisters in the rest of the world; against
worship of irrational rules and regulations. . . . And it goes on.

Exemplary successor to Marx and Lenin

It was Mao more than anyone else who insisted that rebellious
workers, peasants and students should not be discouraged or
suppressed but that they should struggle for liberation, learn
how to analyse, take charge of the Party, state and economic
work. These millions were armed with Marxism, in a form in
which it could be applied to their concrete situation in the
process of undergoing changes. They learned how to hold firmly




to the proletarian standpoint and to use Marxism as the weapon
of the ruling class against the bourgeoisie and its ideology. In
their politics and production the workers and peasants were

wn how to adopt correct methods of work in every situation.
Therefore the result of the Chinese Revolution is not so much
the simple fact that people who were coolies and child labourers
znd even beggars are now governing China; but that these
ple, who thirty years ago were illiterate, ‘ the wretched of
earth’, are bheginning to solve fundamental problems which
the best experts of the old order find impossible to solve.

Mao was one of the founders of the Communist Party of
China. More than anyone else it was he who made it the correct
2nd victorious Party of the working class, ‘ the force at the core
Ieading our cause forward’. The CPC was essential to the work-
class in the momentous transformation of the whole of

ociety. In the New Democratic Revolution the united front and
earmed struggle were also essential, as weapons. Since the
socialist revolution began, continued class struggle against the
bourgeoisie has been the key to development.

The universal truth of Marxism-Leninism, which reflects
the practice of proletarian struggle throughout the world,
becomes an invincible weapon for the Chinese people when
it is integrated with the concrete practice of the Chinese
proletariat and people. This the Communist Party of China
has achieved. Our Party has grown and advanced through
staunch struggle against every manifestation of dogmatism
and empiricism, which runs contrary to this principle. . . .
Our congress should call upon the whole Party to be vigi-
lant and to see that no comrade at any post is divorced from
the masses. It should teach every comrade to love the
people and listen attentively to the voice of the masses; to
identify himself with the masses wherever he goes, and,
instead of standing above them, to immerse himself among
them; and, according to their present level, to awaken them
or raise their political consciousness and help them gradu-
ally to organise themselves voluntarily and to set going all
essential struggles permitted by the internal and external
circumstances of the given time and place. Commandism is
wrong in any type of work, because in overstepping the
level of political consciousness of the masses and violating
the principle of voluntary mass action it reflects the disease
of impetuosity. Our comrades must not assume that every-
thing they themselves understand is understood by the
masses. Whether the masses understand it and are ready
to take action can be discovered only by going into their
midst and making investigations. If we do so we can avoid
commandism. Tailism in any type of work is also wrong,
because in falling below the level of political consciousness
of the masses and violating the principle of leading the
masses forward it reflects the disease of dilatoriness. Our
comrades must not assume that the masses have no under-
standing of what they themselves do not yet understand. It
often happens that the masses outstrip us and are eager to
advance a step when our comrades are still tailing behind
certain backward elements, for instead of acting as leaders
of the masses such comrades reflect the views of these hack-
ward elements and, moreover, mistake them for those of the
broad masses. In a word, every comrade must be brought to
understand that the supreme test of the words and deeds
of a Communist is whether they conform with the highest
interests and enjoy the support of the overwhelming
majority of the people. Every comrade must be helped to
understand that as long as we rely on the people, believe
firmly in the inexhaustible creative power of the masses
and hence trust and identify ourselves with them, no enemy
can crush us while we can crush every enemy and over-
come every difficulty.

On Coalition Government, 1845.

The world revolutionary struggle was weakened by revisionist
tendencies which substituted economism for Marxism and waited
for development of the productive forces under imperialism
instead of taking part in the struggle of the exploited and
oppressed to liberate themselves. Above all other things people
want to be freed from the shackles which prevent them realising
the immense social benefits in the modern age of production

which is cooperatively planned and directed, and more so where
imperialism is dominant than anywhere else. It is because its
task is to achieve this liberation that the working class is, as
Marx and Engels put it in The Communist Manifesto, the
greatest class in history. As Mao put it:

The amazing complexity of Marxism is to be summed up
in one sentence: ‘It is justifiable to rebel ’. For centuries
people have been saying, ‘It is justifiable to oppress or
exploit people, but it is wrong to rebel’. Marxism turned
this thesis upside down. That is a great contribution, a
thesis established by Marx from the struggles of the pro-
letariat. Basing their action on this thesis, people have
shown defiance, struggled and worked for socialism.

Mao Papers, ed. Jerome Chen.

There has never been a period like that in which we are
living, for upheaval and revolt all over the world. The world is
being turned upside down. In this time of unending tempest
some people would like to take refuge in calm waters until the
storm blows over. But Mao welcomed the struggles of the
millions ail over the world for independence, national libera-
tion and revolution, remained close to them, recognised their
importance for China and integrated himself with them as no
one else has done.

A state and society founded on the conviction that it is right
to rebel against those who exploit and oppress is a new pheno-
menon. There is something about Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tse-
tung Thought (i.e. revolutionary Marxist theory and practice)
which stirs a new kind of life. From the issuing of The Com-
munist Manifesto to Mao’s most recent acts, from the Paris
Commune to the current struggle against reversing the correct
decisions of the Cultural Revolution, people have been aware
of a new element in contemporary history, something that
makes the blood run faster and the nerves tingle. This is very
much present in Mao’s life and work. We realise that the
practice of revolutionary Marxism is different from the bookish
Marxism of the right and left opportunists who are so familiar
a spectacle in our society. Many people will recall the following
in the Report on an Investigation of the Peasant Movement in
Hunan (1927):

This is a marvellous feat never before achieved, not just
in forty but in thousands of years. It’s fine. It is not
‘terrible ’ at all. It is anything but ° terrible ’. ‘ It’s terrible’
is obviously a theory for combatting the rise of the peasants
in the interests of the landlords. . . . If your revolutionary
viewpoint is firmly established and if you have been to the
villages and looked around, you will undoubtedly feel
thrilled as never before. Countless thousands of the enslaved
— the peasants — are striking down the enemies who
battened on their flesh. What the peasants are doing is
absolutely right; what they are doing is fine! ‘It’s fine! ’ is
the theory of the peasants and all other revolutionaries
(italics added).

A number of people misunderstand the reliance Marxism-
Leninism-Maotsetung Thought places on class consciousness and
the creativity of the working class and poor peasantry. Some
petty bourgeois anarchists and fanatics have called themselves
¢ Maoists ’; while some bourgeois Sinologists have seen Mao as a
‘romantic revolutionary’. In the great 1936 work, Problems of
Strategy in China’s Revolutionary War, Mao referred to a letter
written by Marx on 12 April 1871 to Ludwig Kugelmann, dis-
cussing the Paris Commune. ‘ What flexibility, what historical
initiative, what a capacity for sacrifice in these Parisians! > Marx
exclaims, and goes on to speak of the ‘ Parisians, storming
heaven’. These are the qualities of the revolutionary working
class and, in writing in Chingkangshan Revisited about what
Communists have done, Mao was surely alluding to the heaven-
storming spirit of the proletariat when he said:

We can reach the Ninth Heaven to grasp the moon,

We can plumb the Five Oceans to catch turtles.
The dictatorship of the proletariat is, because of what, under
Mac’s leadership, the working class by its deeds has written into
history, the most hopeful thing for mankind. On 1 June that
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