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The Story

Young Riders on the Grassland tells about Patu and Szuchin,
two Little Red Guards of China’s Inner Mongolia grassland.
They take as model Comrade Lei Feng, a good PLA fighter
cited by Chairman Mao, and act in the revolutionary spirit of
class love and of helping others. With Mao Tsetung Thought
providing their ideals, and the Great Proletarian Cultural
Revolution their tempering, the children grow up wholesome
and strong.







Patu and Szuchin are both excellent riders of a primary
school on China’s Inner Mongolia grassland. Patu has
learned a little about handling horses and considers him-
self the better rider, though others think Szuchin rides
better.
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This summer the brigade allocated a horse to the
school. The youngsters already have their eyes
on a black one, and a herder lassoes it at once.




The herder brings the horse
to the school and Patu takes
a running leap onto its back
without even waiting for it
to be bridied.




Patu’s teacher, Chimuke, is wdrried and urges him to dismount.
Just then the startled horse boits and heads back to the grassland.




The black horse bucks and rears
and dumps Patu on the ground.




Patu’s leg is hurt, and Szuchin helps him with
the lessons he misses. Today she brings him herb
medicine and tells him they’re to have a horse race.




The very mention of horse racing excites Patu. He
says, “Great! There’s always a youth event. | must
enterit.... Hey, where did you get the medicine?”







She continues: “But don’t always
think of ways to grab the lime-
light. You should think of the
revoiution and win honour for

the collective.”
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