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B e f o r e C h i n a ' s l i b e r a t i o n i n 1 9 4 9 w h e n t h e p e a s ­
a n t r y w a s g r o u n d d o w n b y t h e l a n d l o r d c l a s s , t h e r e 
w e r e c o u n t l e s s i n c i d e n t s i n w h i c h t h e p e a s a n t s r o s e 
i n h e r o i c r e s i s t a n c e . T h e s t o r y t o l d h e r e i s a b o u t 
o n e s u c h i n c i d e n t . 

Y o u n g P a o a n d o t h e r l a n d w o r k e r s o p p r e s s e d b y 
t h e l a n d l o r d S k i n f l i n t a r e s t i r r e d b y t h e i r h a t r e d 
t o s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t h i m . E d u c a t e d a n d o r g a n i z e d b y 
a n u n d e r g r o u n d C o m m u n i s t , t h e y u n i t e i n s t r u g g l e 
a n d f i n a l l y d e f e a t t h e c r u e l l a n d l o r d ' s p l o t a g a i n s t 
t h e m . T h e y t h e n j o i n t h e g u e r r i l l a s a n d t a k e up 
a r m s t o f i g h t a l l s u c h c l a s s o p p r e s s i o n . 

T h e p i c t u r e s i n t h i s b o o k a r e s t i l l s f r o m t h e m a r i ­
o n e t t e f i l m o f t h e s a m e n a m e p r o d u c e d b y t h e 
S h a n g h a i A n i m a t i o n F i l m S t u d i o . 





1. In 1931-45 when the Japanese imperialists occupied China's Northeast, 
the great masses of Chinese working people were made homeless and hungry 
by the Japanese invaders, traitors and landlords. 



2 . W o r k e r L i u T a - h u n g i s a n u n d e r g r o u n d C o m m u n i s t w h o i s a s s i g n e d b y 
h i s P a r t y o r g a n i z a t i o n t o r e t u r n t o h i s h o m e v i l l a g e t o h e l p t h e p e o p l e s t r i k e 
d o w n t h e o p p r e s s o r s . 



3. Chou Chun-fu, nicknamed Skinflint, is a landlord who exploits and robs 
his hired hands. It is to this landlord's house that Liu goes and gets a job. 



4. Every year Skinflint takes on a lot of workers to cultivate his land. He 
wears them out with back-breaking labour, and after autumn harvest tricks 
them out of their wages. 



5. Young Pao is the son of a poor peasant who was beaten to death by 
Skinflint. The boy, though only thirteen years old, is forced to work for 
his father's murderer to pay off the family debt. 



6 . A f t e r w o r k , L i u T a - h u n g t e l l s t h e h i r e d h a n d s a b o u t t h e r e v o l u t i o n . 
T h o u g h P a o i s y o u n g , h e r e a l i z e s t h a t C h a i r m a n M a o a n d t h e C o m m u n i s t 
P a r t y a r e t h e l i b e r a t o r s o f t h e p o o r , w h i l e t h e a g g r e s s o r s a n d l a n d l o r d s a r e 
t h e i r e n e m i e s . 



7 . O n e d a y S k i n l l i n t o r d e r s P a o t o c a r r y a b i g b a g o f c o r n i n t o t h e b a r n . 
I t w e i g h s m o r e t h a n P a o , a n d h e s t a g g e r s b e n e a t h h i s l o a d . 



8. After a few steps, Pao trips and falls. The bag bursts and the corn is 
spilt. The angry Skinflint rushes forward and swings his stick to beat the 
boy. Pao grabs the stick. 



9 . S k i n f l i n t t r i e s t o g e t t h e s t i c k b a c k , a n d t h e r e i s a t u s s l e . P a o s u d d e n l y 
l e t s g o o f t h e s t i c k a n d t h e l a n d l o r d i s s e n t s p r a w l i n g . 



10. Pao is delighted, but knowing that Skinflint won't give up, he runs to 
Uncle Liu and the others. Liu hugs Pao and tells him not to be afraid. 



11. Skinflint staggers to his feet, determined to beat Pao. But when he 
sees the others ready to defend the boy, he drops the stick and slinks away. 



1 2 . T h e w o r k e r s h a t e t h e v i c i o u s l a n d l o r d t o t h e b o n e . L i u T a - h u n g s a y s , 
" T h e d a y w i l l c o m e w h e n w e ' l l s e t t l e a c c o u n t s w i t h y o u . S k i n f l i n t ! " 



13. Soon after the autumn harvest, Liu receives a secret message asking 
him to contact the underground liaison man Li, a blacksmith in another 
village. Sent on an errand by Skinflint, Liu manages to meet Li. 
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