" THE COC
" CROWS






THE COCK CROWS
AT MIDNIGHT

FOREIGN LANGUAGES PRESS
PEKING 1973



Photos by the Shanghai
Animation Film Studio

Printed in the People’s Republic of China



The Story

Before China’s liberation in 1949 when the peas-
antry was ground down by the landlord class, there
were countless incidents in which the peasants rosc
in heroic resistance. The story told here is about
one such incident.

Young Pao and other land workers oppressed by
the landlord Skinflint are stirred by their hatred
to struggle against him. Educated and organized by
an underground Communist, they unite in struggle
and finally defeat the cruel landlord’s plot against
them. They then join the guerrillas and take up
arms to fight all such class oppression.

The pictures in this book are stills from the mari-
onette film of the same name produced by the
Shanghai Animation Film Studio.






1. In 1931-45 when the Japanese imperialists occupied China’s Northeast,
the great masses of Chinese working people were made homeless and hungry
by the Japanese invaders, traitors and landlords.
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2. Worker Liu Ta-hung is an underground Communist who is assigned by
his Party organization to return to his home village to help the people strike
down the oppressors.



3. Chou Chun-fu, nicknamed Skinflint, is a landlord who exploits and robs
his hired hands. It is to this landlord’s house that Liu goes and gets a job.



4. Every year Skinflint takes on a lot of workers to cultivate his land. He
wears them out with back-breaking labour, and after autumn harvest tricks
them out of their wages.



5. Young Pao is the son of a poor peasant who was beaten to death by
Skinflint. The boy, though only thirteen years old, is forced to work for
his father’s murderer to pay off the family debt.



6. After work, Liu Ta-hung tells the hired hands about the revolution.
Though Pao is young, he realizes that Chairman Mao and the Communist
Party are the liberators of the poor, while the aggressors and landlords are

their enemies.



7. One day Skinflint orders Pao to carry a big bag of corn into the barn.
It weighs more than Pao, and he staggers beneath his load.
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8. After a few steps, Pao trips and falls. The bag bursts and the corn is

spilt. The angry Skinflint rushes forward and swings his stick to beat the
boy. Pao grabs the stick.



9. Skinflint tries to get the stick back, and there is a tussle. Pao suddenly
lets go of the stick and the landlord is sent sprawling.
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10. Pao is delighted, but knowing that Skinflint won’t give up, he runs to
Uncle Liu and the others. Liu hugs Pao and tells him not to be afraid.




11. Skinflint staggers to his feet, determined to beat Pao. But when he
sees the others ready to defend the boy, he drops the stick and slinks away.
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12. The workers hate the vicious landlord to the bone. Liu Ta-hung says,
“The day will come when we’ll settle accounts with you, Skinflint!”




13. Soon after the autumn harvest, Liu receives a secret message asking
him to contact the underground liaison man Li, a blacksmith in another
village. Sent on an errand by Skinflint, Liu manages to meet Li.
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14. Li tells Liu that guerrillas from the mountains have captured Pailung-
kou, that the Party has decided to expand the guerrilla forces, and that
comrades in the countryside should prepare for action.




15. Skinflint is reckoning up his accounts; it will soon be time to pay the
workers’ wages. He wants to get rid of them but can’t bear to think of
paying them off.




16. He whispers to his wife, “I have an idea. TI'll get them out to work
in the fields at cockcrow tomorrow. Anyone who doesn’t show up will lose
every cent of his year’s pay!”




17. That very midnight when the workers are all sound asleep, the cock in
Skinflint’s barnyard crows loud and shrill!



18. Skinflint rushes to the workers’ shack shouting, “Aren’t you up yet?
Get out to the fields! Didn’t you hear the cock crow? Get out, you lazy louts!”



19. The workers, tired after a long day’s work, seem scarcely to have closed
their eyes before they are roused. Old Ma curses, “Damn that cock! We've
only just got to bed!”




20. Pao, exhausted after the hard work, does not stir. The others think
he needs the sleep, so Liu Ta-hung closes the door as if everyone is out.
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