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HUA KUO-FENG

POLITICAL REPORT
TO THE ELEVENTH NATIONAL
CONGRESS OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY
OF CHINA

(Delivered on August 12 and Adopted
on August 18, 1977)



Comrades,

The Eleventh National Congress of the Com-
munist Party of China is now declared open.

First, I propose that we all rise in silent
tribute:

To the memory of Chairman Mao Tsetung, the
founder of our Party, our army and our People’s
Republic, and the great leader and teacher of the
proletariat and the people of all nationalities in our
country, who passed away last year;

To the memory of our esteemed and beloved
Premier Chou En-lai and Chairman Chu Teh of the
Standing Committee of the National People’s Con-
gress, great proletarian revolutionary sons of the
Chinese people and Chairman Mao’s long-tested,
close comrades-in-arms, who passed away last year;

To the memory of Comrade Kang Sheng, Com-
rade Tung Pi-wu, Comrade Li Fu-chun, Comrade
Chen Yi and Comrade Ho Lung, proletarian rev-
olutionaries who rendered outstanding service to
the revolutionary cause of the Chinese people and
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who passed away during the years preceding and
following the Tenth Congress; and

To the memory of Members of the Central
Committee and all other comrades who made im-
portant contributions to the Party and the revolu-
tion and who passed away during the same period.

Comrades! It is almost a year since our great
leader and teacher Chairman Mao departed from
us. For more than half a century, while waging
sharp and complex struggles of line against Right
and “Left” opportunism within the Party, Chair-
man Mao led our Party, our army and the people
of all nationalities in our country to complete vic-
tory in the new-democratic revolution through
hard-fought reveolutionary wars against imperial-
ism, the landlord class and the comprador-bour-
geoisie, and then to our great victories in the
socialist revolution and socialist construction
through repeated and fierce trials of strength
between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie and
through the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution.
Chairman Mao founded and nurtured the great,
glorious and correct Chinese Communist Party,
created and tempered the heroic People’s Liberation
Army and founded and built the socialist New
China with its proletarian dictatorship. The history

4

s

of the Chinese revolution over more than half a
century demonstrates that all our victories have
been due to the leadership of Chairman Mao and
the guidance of his revolutionary line. The banner
of Chairman Mao is the banner of victory of the
Chinese people’s revolution.

In the contemporary international communist
movement, Chairman Mao, with the revolutionary
dauntlessness of a thoroughgoing materialist,
launched the great struggle against modern revi-
sionism with the Soviet revisionist renegade clique
as its centre. He thus gave an impetus to the vigor-
ous development of the revolutionary cause of the
world proletariat and the cause of the people of all
countries in their struggle against imperialism and
hegemonism. Consequently he won the respect and
love of genuine Marxist-Leninists and revolution-
ary people the world over. The banner of Mao
Tsetung Thought is likewise the banner of victory
of the revolution of the people of the world.

Chairman Mao was the greatest Marxist of our
time. Integrating the universal truth of Marxism-
Leninism with the concrete practice of the Chinese
revolution and the world revolution, he inherited,
defended and developed Marxism-Leninism in the
realms of philosophy, political economy and scien-
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tific socialism. In the period of socialism, Chairman
Mao’s greatest contribution to Marxism was his
systematic theory of continuing the revolution
under the dictatorship of the proletariat. Mao
Tsetung Thought has been and is the Chinese peo-
ple’s beacon light in the new-democratic revolution
and in the socialist revolution and socialist con-
struction; it is a powerful ideological weapon for
the people of the world in their fight against impe-
rialism, social-imperialism and all reactionaries; it
is a powerful ideological weapon for Communists in
their fight against revisionism, against dogmatism
and empiricism. Mao Tsetung Thought is a new
acquisition enriching the treasure-house of Marxist-
Leninist theory and is Chairman Mao’s most pre-
cious legacy to our era.

Chairman Mao’s monumental contributions to
the theory and practice of revolution, made for the
benefit of the Chinese people and the proletariat
and revolutionary people of the world, are im-
mortal.

We must hold high the great banner of Chair-
man Mao and resolutely defend it. This is the
sacred duty of the whole Party, the whole army
and the people of all nationalities in our country,
the political basis on which we fight in unity and
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continue the revolution, and the guarantee for the
triumphant advance of our socialist cause and the
revolutionary cause of the international proletariat.
Not only must we take up this duty ourselves, we
must teach the coming generations to do so. We
must cherish the great banner of Chairman Mao
as our precious heritage and hand it on from
generation to generation. Let the glory of the great
banner of Chairman Mao illuminate the ages to
come!

Comrades! Our present congress is convened
ahead of time in circumstances in which our Party
has lost our great leader and teacher Chairman
Mao and a big victory has been won in the struggle
to smash the anti-Party clique of Wang Hung-wen,
Chang Chun-chiao, Chiang Ching and Yao Wen-
yuan. The Third Plenary Session of the Tenth Cen-
tral Committee in July this year was a meeting of
unity, a meeting of victory. It adopted four resolu-
tions which are of signal importance in the annals
of our Party, consolidated and expanded our great
victory in smashing the “gang of four” and made
full preparations politically, ideologically and
organizationally for convening the present congress.

We are now at an important juncture of his-
tory. Our present congress is charged with a
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historic task. It is to hold high the great banner of
Chairman Mao and carry out his behests, sum up
the experience of our struggle against the Wang-
Chang-Chiang-Yao “gang of four,” adhere to the
Party’s basic line, persevere in continuing the rev-
olution under the dictatorship of the proletariat,
bring into play all positive factors inside and out-
side the Party and at home and abroad, unite with
all the forces that can be united, and strive to im-
plement the strategic decision, “‘grasp the key link
of class struggle and bring about great order across
the land,” and make China a great, powerful and
modern socialist country before the end of this
century.

THE ELEVENTH STRUGGLE BETWEEN
THE TWO LINES IN OUR PARTY

The struggle between our Party and the
Wang-Chang-Chiang-Yao anti-Party “gang of

four” is the eleventh major struggle between the

two lines in our Party’s history. It is a life-and-
death struggle between the proletariat and the
bourgeoisie, and on its outcome hinges the future
and destiny of our Party and country. The tremen-
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dous victory won in this two-line struggle should
be ascribed to our great leader Chairman Mao, to
the greatness of Mao Tsetung Thought, to Chairman
Mao’s revolutionary line and to our great Party,
army and people.

Four years ago, our great leader Chairman
Mao presided over the Tenth National Congress of
our Party. The line of the Tenth Congress has been
correct both politically and organizationally. Early
in the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, the
“gang of four” were already colluding with the Lin
Piao anti-Party clique to undermine it. After the
Tenth Congress, the “gang of four” pushed an
ultra-Right counter-revolutionary revisionist line
opposed to that of the congress. They are a counter-
revolutionary cabal. They went in for revisionism,
splittism and conspiracy in diametrical opposition to
the basic principles — “Practise Marxism, and not
revisionism; unite, and don’t split; be open and
aboveboard, and don’t intrigue and conspire.” They
exploited every political movement launched by
Chairman Mao to do something different, vainly
hoping to divert the course of each movement and
plunge the Party, the army and the country into
chaos. They used all sorts of underhand methods
to oppose Chairman Mao, the Central Committee
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headed by him and his revolutionary line, in their
attempt to usurp supreme power in the Party and
state, turn the Marxist Communist Party of China
into a revisionist party, turn our dictatorship of the
proletariat into a fascist dictatorship by the bour-
geoisie and reduce socialist China to its former
status as a semi-colonial and semi-feudal country.

Our wise and great Chairman Mao became
aware of the anti-Party activities of the “gang of
four” long ago. He sternly criticized and ad-
monished them on many occasions and took it upon
himself to lead the Party in repeated struggles
against them.

In January 1974, behind Chairman Mao’s back
and without prior discussion in the Political Bureau,
the “gang of four” smuggled the criticism of “enter-
ing by the back door” into the campaign to criticize
Lin Piao and Confucius. They let off three arrows
at the same time in a surprise attack aimed at
wrecking Chairman Mao’s strategic plan for that
campaign. Chairman Mao gave the “gang of four”
a timely reprimand, saying, “Metaphysics is ram-
pant,” and he signed a document for distribution
throughout the Party in order to correct their error.
Defying this reprimand, the “gang of four” did not
criticize Lin Piao, only pretended to criticize Con-
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fucius and ran wild in criticizing “the Duke of
Chou,” “the big Confucian of our time” and
“Confucius’ present-day disciples.” And they were
busy trying to ‘“kindle a prairie fire” in our army.
In all this their spearhead was directed at Premier
Chou En-lai, Vice-Chairman Yeh Chien-ying and
many other leading comrades in the Party, the
government and the army at the central and local
levels.

On July 17, 1974, at a meeting of the Political
Bureau of the Central Committee, Chairman Mao
sharply criticized Chiang Ching, saying, “Stop run-
ning those two factories, one the iron and steel
factory and the other the hat factory. Stop slapping
big hats on others at will.” “It is hard for you to
mend your ways.” In criticizing the “Shanghai
gang” Chairman Mao said, “She (meaning Chiang
Ching) can be counted one of the Shanghai gang!
You’d better be careful. Don’t you turn into a small
faction of four.” Time and again he made it clear,
“She doesn’t speak for me, she speaks only for her-
self.” “In a word, she represents herself.” In this
way, Chairman Mao brought into the open the
sectarian anti-Party activities of Wang Hung-wen,
Chang Chun-chiao, Chiang Ching and Yao Wen-
yuan and gave them a harsh warning in the pres-
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ence of all the comrades of the Political Bureau
then in Peking (except those unable to attend be-
cause of illness).

However, the “gang of four” were not in the
least repentant. Prior to the Second Plenary Ses-
sion of the Tenth Central Committee and the Fourth
National People’s Congress, they stepped up their
factional activities in order to usurp Party power
and plotted to set up their own cabinet and seize
state power. After intense and furtive scheming
and without the knowledge of the Political Bureau,
they sent Wang Hung-wen to Changsha on October
17, 1974 to make false charges to Chairman Mao
against Premier Chou and other leading comrades
of the Central Committee, for which he was given
a summary dressing-down by the Chairman. Their
first ruse having failed, they tried another. Chiang
Ching took the field and wrote to Chairman Mao.
On November 12, he made the following comment
on her letter: “Don’t flaunt yourself in public.
Don’t write instructions on documents. Don’t take
it upon yourself to organize the cabinet (as the boss
behind the scenes). You’ve already got too many
complaints against you. Unite with the majority.
See that you act accordingly.” But Chiang Ching
turned a deaf ear to this admonition and had the
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audacity to ask others to forward her proposal to
Chairman Mao that Wang Hung-wen be made Vice-
Chairman of the Standing Committee of the Na-
tional People’s Congress. Chairman Mao went
straight to the heart of the matter when he pointed
out, “Chiang Ching has wild ambitions. She actual-
ly wants Wang Hung-wen to be Chairman of the
Standing Committee of the National People’s Con-
gress and herself to be Party Chairman.” On
December 23, Chairman Mao again pointed out,
“Chiang Ching has wild ambitions, hasn’t she? My
view is she has.” On the 24th, Chairman Mao re-
buked them once more, “Don’t carry on factional
activities. Those who do will take a tumble.”
Chairman Mao also criticized Wang Hung-wen to
his face: “Stop carrying on with your gang of four.”
Chairman Mao decided that Premier Chou should
be responsible for the arrangement of personnel for
the Fourth National People’s Congress and the State
Council. He also proposed that Comrade Teng
Hsiao-ping be Vice-Chairman of the Party Central
Committee, Vice-Premier of the State Council,
Vice-Chairman of the Military Commission of the
Central Committee and concurrently Chief of the
General Staff and later entrusted him with the
responsibility of presiding over the day-to-day work
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of the Central Committee during Premier Chou’s
grave illness. And so the plot of the “gang of four”
to organize their own cabinet and seize state power
was thwarted.

The “gang of four” were not reconciled to their
defeat. In March and April 1975, going against
Chairman Mao’s significant directive concerning
the study of the theory of the dictatorship of the
proletariat and against his teaching that revisionism
is the main danger at present, they raised a din
about empiricism being the main current danger,
in an effort to label veteran cadres as “empiricists”
and strike at Premier Chou and other leading com-
rades of the Central Committee. Chang Chun-chiao
brazenly advocated making the fight against em-
piricism the “key link.” Chiang Ching advertised
empiricism as the “arch enemy at present”
wherever she went. Yao Wen-yuan published an
article flagrantly distorting Chairman Mao’s direc-
tive and spreading the rumour that in the past ten
years or so Chairman Mao had reiterated that “em-
piricism is the main danger.” He smuggled some-
thing about criticizing empiricism into a plan for
propaganda work, hoping to secure Chairman Mao’s
approval by this subterfuge. Chairman Mao saw
through the scheme. On April 23, he wrote an im-
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portant comment on this plan, criticizing the mis-
take of the “gang of four.” He pointed out, “It
seems the formulation should mention opposition
to revisionism, including opposition to empiricism
and to dogmatism, both being revisions of Marxism-
Leninism. Don’t mention one and omit the other.”
And he added, “Not many people in our Party really
understand Marxism-Leninism. Some think they
do, but in fact they know very little. They consider
themselves always in the right and are only too
ready to lecture oihers. This is in itself a mani-
festation of lack of knowledge of Marxism-
Leninism.” :

On May 3, 1975, at a meeting of the Political
Bureau of the Central Committee, Chairman Mao
once again criticized the “gang of four” for their
sectarian anti-Party activities. He gave them
a strong warning: “Practise Marxism-Leninism,
and not revisionism; unite, and don’t split; be open
and aboveboard, and don’t intrigue and conspire.
Don’t function as a gang of four. Stop doing that
any more. Why do you keep on doing so? Why
don’t you unite with the more than 200 Members
of the Central Committee of the Party? A few
banding together is no good, never any good.” As
revisionism, splittism and conspiracy were the
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quintessence of the “gang of four,” Chairman Mao
repeatedly stressed the principles of the “three do’s
and three don’ts.” He excoriated them, saying that
they “don’t believe in the three principles, nor do
they listen to me. They have forgotten the three
principles which were stressed at the Ninth and
Tenth Congresses. I suggest all present discuss
these principles again.” Chairman Mao explicitly
instructed the Political Bureau to discuss this
matter and emphasized that the question of the
“gang of four” “should be settled in the second half
of the year, if not in the first. If not this year, then
next. Or if not next year, the year after.” This
clearly indicates that Chairman Mao was deter-
mined to settle the question of the “gang of four.”

In accordance with Chairman Mao’s instruc-
tions the Political Bureau, with Comrade Teng
Hsiao-ping in charge, severely criticized the “gang
of four.” Both earlier and later, the Political
Bureau issued a number of documents with Chair-
man Mao’s approval to counter interference and
sabotage by the “gang of four,” strengthen the
Party’s leadership in all branches of work and im-
plement Chairman Mao’s revolutionary line.

In July 1975, Chairman Mao made two signi-
ficant statements about the readjustment of the
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Party’s policy on literature and art. On the 25th
he wrote an important comment on Pioneers, a
good film depicting the revolutionary spirit of the
Taching oil workers. As the “gang of four” were
against the slogan “In industry, learn from Ta-
ching,” they cooked up ten charges and tried to kill
Pioneers with one blow. Chairman Mao wrote on
a letter from the screen-writer of Pioneers, “There
is nothing seriously wrong with this film. I suggest
that it be approved for release. We shouldn’t de-
mand perfection. And to bring as many as ten
charges against it is really going too far. This
hampers the readjustment of the Party’s policy on
literature and art.” Chairman Mao’s instruction
was a sharp denunciation of the “gang of four” for
undermining this policy.

After having been severely criticized by Chair-
man Mao on many occasions, the “gang of four”
kept constantly on the lookout for new openings,
biding their time for a counterattack. In August
1975 Chairman Mao commented penetratingly on
the novel Water Margin. Thinking this gave them
an opportunity, the “gang of four” maliciously
distorted his comments and launched a vicious
propaganda drive to smear the Chairman and split
the Central Committee. At the First National Con-
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ference on Learning From Tachai in Agriculture,
convened in September, the agenda approved by
Chairman Mao was about the whole nation learn-
ing from Tachai and about the need to build Tachai-
type counties across the country. However, right
there in Tachai Chiang Ching ranted at length that
in Water Margin “the crucial point is that Sung
Chiang makes Chao Kai a figurehead,” attacking
Premier Chou and Comrade Teng Hsiao-ping by
innuendo. What was more, she came out with a
preposterous demand that her taped talk be relay-
ed and the text printed and distributed at the con-
ference. When informed of this, Chairman Mao
was infuriated, dismissing her talk as “Shit. Wide
of the mark.” His unequivocal instructions were:
“Don’t distribute the text, don’t play the recording,
don’t print the text.” Thus was the arrogance of
the reactionary ‘“gang of four” deflated.

Prior to the death of our esteemed and beloved
Premier Chou and in the days following it, the
“gang of four” ran amuck again. They made un-
bridled attacks on Premier Chou and suppressed
and persecuted vast numbers of cadres and people
who mourned him. Defying Chairman Mao’s in-
structions and going their own way, they attacked
Comade Teng Hsiao-ping and brought false charges
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against him. Their cohorts in Shanghai put up wall
posters demanding that Chang Chun-chiao be made
Premier. Wang Hung-wen had a speech secretly
prepared which he planned to deliver upon taking
charge of the work of the Central Committee. Our
Chairman Mao was most emphatic and resolute.
He just wouldn’t brook any of the “gang of four”
assuming the premiership or taking charge of the
day-to-day work of the Central Committee. On
January 21 and 28, 1976, upon the personal pro-
posal of Chairman Mao and its adoption by the
Political Bureau of the Central Committee, de-
cisions were made on the arrangement of personnel
concerning the acting premiership of the State
Council and responsibility for the day-to-day work
of the Central Committee. On February 2, Chair-
man Mao signed and issued a Central Committee
document concerning the decision on the choice of
the Acting Premier of the State Council. On
April 7, again upon the personal proposal of Chair-
man Mao and its adoption by the Political Bureau,
a decision was made on the choice of the First Vice-
Chairman of the Central Committee and Premier
of the State Council. Never before in the history
of our Party had the Central Committee set
up the post of First Vice-Chairman, This was a
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major strategic decision of Chairman Mao’s which
ensured that the Party and state leadership would
not fall into the hands of the “gang of four” even
when he was critically ill or after he passed away.
All these important directives and wise decisions
of Chairman Mao’s were telling blows at the plot
of the “gang of four” to usurp Party and state
power; they laid the groundwork for our sub-
sequent settlement of the question of the “gang of
four.”

These appointments decided upon by Chair-
man Mao aroused the bitter hatred of the “gang of
four,” as was conclusively proved by the “Thoughts
on February 3, 1976,” furtively churned out by
Chang Chun-chiao. Thwarted at every turn, they
hit back ten times more vehemently and a hundred
times more vengefully and stepped up their
machinations to usurp Party and state power in de-
fiance of the directives by Chairman Mao and the
Central Committee. In their press propaganda
and talks, they openly championed a counter-
revolutionary political programme which equated
veteran cadres with ‘“democrats” and “democrats”
with “capitalist-roaders,” frantically whipped up
counter-revolutionary demagogy in their attempt to
mould public opinion and muster their forces to
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knock down large numbers of leading comrades,
both central and local, who adhere to Chairman
Mao’s revolutionary line.

Chairman Mao foresaw that the “gang of four”
would create disturbances after his death. At the
beginning of 1975, in castigating Chiang Ching he
said, “After I die, she will make trouble.” In 1976,
as Chairman Mao’s illness worsened, the “gang of
four” did become more unscrupulous in their anti-
Party activities. However, in consideration of
Chairman Mao’s health and with the overall interest
in mind, comrades of the Political Bureau, while
adhering to principle, exercised restraint. When
Chairman Mao passed away, the “gang of four”
thought their opportunity had come and were im-
patient to take action and usurp supreme power in
the Party and state. On September 11, without the
knowledge or authorization of the Central Com-
mittee, they notified the provinces, municipalities
and autonomous regions that they should report to
them and get their instructions on major questions.
This was a futile attempt to sever the ties between
the Central Committee and the localities and take
over the authority to issue orders to the whole
country. Through overt campaigning and covert
manoeuvring, they urged people to write letters to
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Chiang Ching pledging allegiance and imploring
her to take over supreme power. Wang Hung-wen
clandestinely had his “official photograph” taken,
to be used on his ascent to power. They were busy
everywhere, fabricating rumours and fanning up
evil winds and sinister fires to incite opposition to
the Central Committee, and making preparations
for the “grand festival” in celebration of their
usurpation of power. In early October, Chang
Chun-chiao wrote in a memo that there should
be “suppression of counter-revolutionaries” and
“executions.” In Shanghai they hurriedly dis-
tributed quantities of arms and ammunition in their
plot for an armed rebellion. Still more sinister was
their forgery, “act upon the principles laid down,”
which they claimed to be Chairman Mao’s “death-
bed injunction.” They had this phrase published
as an insertion in an editorial in the Party news-
paper, and then gave it wide publicity in the press,
but they refused to publicize Chairman Mao’s prin-
ciples of the “three do’s and three don’ts.”” When
the Central Committee nailed down their forgery
on October 2, they went so far as to publish an anti-
Party article on October 4, “Forever Act Upon the
Principles Laid Down by Chairman Mao,” in which
they said: “Tampering with the principles laid
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down by Chairman Mao means betrayal of
Marxism, betrayal of socialism and betrayal of the
great theory of continuing the revolution under the
dictatorship of the proletariat.” They threatened:
“Any revisionist leader who dares to tamper with
the principles laid down by Chairman Mao will
definitely come to no good end.” Thus they openly
issued a counter-revolutionary mobilization order
to overthrow the Central Committee. As anticipat-
ed, they were really out to create disturbances and
stage a coup. It was at this most critical moment
that the Political Bureau took decisive action,
smashed with one stroke the plot of the “gang of
four” to usurp Party and state power, and so ful-
filled Chairman Mao’s unfulfilled wish to settle the
question of the “gang of four.”

The causes that led the “gang of four” to plot
the usurpation of supreme power in the Party and
state in the fond hope of reversing the course of
history and restoring capitalism in China are deep-
rooted in their class origin and past records. Chang
Chun-chiao has been a Kuomintang secret agent,
Chiang Ching is a renegade, Yao Wen-yuan an alien
class element, and Wang Hung-wen a new bour-
geois element. The “gang of four” are a sinister
clique formed of old and new counter-revolution-
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aries who sneaked into our Party. They are typical
representatives within our Party of landlords, rich
peasants, counter-revolutionaries and bad elements
as well as of the old and new bourgeoisie, and they
embody the desire of class enemies at home and
abroad to restore capitalism in China. Their reac-
tionary class nature determines the ultra-Right
essence of their counter-revolutionary revisionist
line and underlies all their criminal activities. The
material that furnishes evidence first of the crimes
of the “gang of four” in plotting to usurp supreme
power in the Party and state and second of their
counter-revolutionary past has been distributed
throughout the Party, army and nation. This
material fully demonstrates with conclusive and
irrefutable evidence that the contradiction between
our Party and the “gang of four” is a contradiction
between the people and the enemy. The struggle
against the gang is a continuation of the prolonged
struggle waged by the Chinese Communist Party
and the revolutionary masses under its leadership
against the Kuomintang reactionaries, a continua-
tion of the class struggle between the proletariat
and the bourgeoisie, a continuation of the struggle
between Marxism and revisionism.

24

In accordance with the demand of the whole
Party, the whole army and the people of all na-
tionalities, and in conformity with the provisions
of the Party Constitution, the Third Plenary Session
of the Tenth Central Committee unanimously
adopted the resolution to expel Wang Hung-wen,
Chang Chun-chiao, Chiang Ching and Yao Wen-
yuan from the Party for ever, strip them of all their
posts inside and outside the Party, and thoroughly
settle accounts with their counter-revolutionary
crimes against the Party and the people.

Comrades! The “gang of four” debased Marx-
ist philosophy, political economy and scientific so-
cialism comprehensively. They are a clique of
counter-revolutionary conspirators cloaking them-
selves with Marxist theories. Lenin said, “The
dialectics of history are such that the theoretical
victory of Marxism obliged its enemies to disguise
themselves as Marxists.” Thanks to the Great Pro-
letarian Cultural Revolution, Chairman Mao’s great
theory of continuing the revolution under the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat has taken firmer root
among the masses and become the glorious banner
guiding our people in their hundreds of millions
in the struggle for victory. That is why the “gang
of four” made special efforts to deck themselves
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out as champions of this theory and while flaunt-
ing it as their banner, they set out to pervert it to
serve their counter-revolutionary political scheme
for the usurpation of Party and state power, sub-
version of the dictatorship of the proletariat and
restoration of capitalism. As far as ideology and
theory are concerned, the eleventh struggle be-
tween the two lines in our Party has unfolded
around the question of whether to uphold or to
vitiate the theory of continuing the revolution
under the dictatorship of the proletariat. It is a
salient feature of this struggle.

As we all know, Chairman Mao’s great theory
of continuing the revolution under the dictatorship
of the proletariat occupies an especially prominent
place in the history of the development of Marxism.
Lenin’s greatest contribution to the theory of
the proletarian revolution and the dictatorship of
the proletariat is that he revealed the law of
development of imperialism, the last stage of cap-
italism, and created the great theory that victory
in the proletarian revolution could be won and so-
cialism built in the country forming the weakest
link in the imperialist front. In the same field,
Chairman Mao’s greatest contribution is that
he summed up the historical experience of the dic-
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tatorship of the proletariat since Lenin, inherited,
defended and developed the teachings of Marx and
Lenin, revealed the law of development of socialist
society, created the great systematic theory of con-
tinuing the revolution under the dictatorship of the
proletariat, and clearly charted the true road to
consolidating the dictatorship of the proletariat,
preventing capitalist restoration and building so-
cialism for the countries in which the proletarian
revolution has triumphed. It is the most impor-
tant achievement of Marxism in our time.

In this theory Chairman Mao applies the
dialectical materialist law of the unity of opposites
to the study and analysis of socialist society and
points out that socialist society covers a historical
period of considerable length and that in this period
classes, class contradictions and class struggle, the
struggle between the socialist road and the cap-
italist road and the danger of capitalist restoration
invariably continue to exist, and there is the threat
of subversion and aggression by imperialism and
social-imperialism. Therefore, in this historical
period, it is imperative for the proletariat to persist
in its struggle against the bourgeoisie and in its
dictatorship over the latter and it is imperative to
persist in continuing the revolution under this dic-

27



tatorship. Hence, this theory explodes such revi-
sionist fallacies as the “dying out of class struggle,”
a “party of the whole people” and a “state of the
whole people.”

In this theory Chairman Mao applies to so-
cialist society the Marxist thesis that the contradic-
tions between the relations of production and the
productive forces and between the superstructure
and the economic base are the basic contradictions
in society and points out that in socialist society
there is correspondence as well as contradiction be-
tween the relations of production and the produc-
tive forces, between the superstructure and the
economic base. In so far as the relations of pro-
duction do not correspond with the productive
forces and the superstructure does not correspond
with the economic base, the development of the
productive forces is hindered. Therefore, it is nec-
essary to carry on the revolution in the realm of
the superstructure and consolidate and strengthen
the dictatorship of the proletariat in this realm,
which includes all branches of culture, so that the
superstructure will correspond better with the so-
cialist economic base. It is necessary to carry on
the revolution in the realm of the relations of pro-
duction and to consolidate and develop socialist
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public ownership and other aspects of the socialist
relations of production, so that they will cor-
respond better with the expanding productive
forces. It is necessary to introduce technical in-
novations, carry out the technical revolution and
speedily develop the productive forces so as to
provide the socialist system with a growing mate-
rial base and promote change and development in
the relations of production and the superstructure.
Only by doing all this can we consolidate and
strengthen the dictatorship of the proletariat,
steadily propel the socialist cause forward, and
finally reach communist society in which all classes
are abolished.

Chairman Mao made a scientific analysis of
the classes in Chinese society following the basic
completion of the socialist transformation of the
ownership of the means of production and put for-
ward the thesis that the contradictions among the
people and those between ourselves and the enemy
in socialist society must be correctly distinguished
and handled. Speaking of the socialist revolution
Chairman Mao said: “What classes are involved
in this struggle? [It] is a struggle waged by the
proletariat at the head of the working people
against the bourgeoisie.” The working class must
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closely unite with and rely on its most dependable
allies — the poor and the lower-middle peasants,
unite with and rely on the revolutionary intellec-
tuals, and also win over and unite with the ma-
jority of the upper-petty bourgeoisie and of the
bourgeois intellectuals, those among the national
bourgeoisie who are willing to accept socialist
transformation, and other patriotic democrats, so
as to enforce dictatorship over the reactionary
classes and elements and all those who resist so-
cialist transformation and oppose socialist con-
struction. People who favour socialism account for
90 per cent of the total population of the country,
while those who do not favour or who oppose it
make up 10 per cent, of whom 8 out of 10 may be
won over through our efforts, and so the diehards
bitterly opposed to socialism make up only 2 per
cent. The series of masterly articles by Chairman
Mao in 1957 laid the scientific basis for this class
analysis. With the deepening of the socialist rev-
olution Chairman Mao continued to enrich and
develop this class analysis. He further stressed the
necessity of uniting with more than 95 per cent of
the cadres and the masses and advanced a com-
prehensive theory concerning the struggle against
Party persons in power taking the capitalist road.
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Chairman Mao’s class analysis of socialist society
has systematically solved such theoretical ques-
tions as the nature, the motive forces and the
targets of the continued revolution under the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat.

The ‘“gang of four” completely corrupted
Chairman Mao’s great theory of continuing the rev-
olution under the dictatorship of the proletariat and
the Party’s basic line for the entire historical period
of socialism. In particular they perverted Chairman
Mao’s teaching on the question of capitalist-roaders
within the Party, thus creating much confusion.
The most concentrated manifestation of this distor-
tion is the counter-revolutionary political pro-
gramme they dished up equating veteran cadres
with “democrats” and “democrats” with ‘“capitalist-
roaders.” Now let us see what Chairman Mao ac-
tually said on the question of capitalist-roaders
within the Party, how the “gang of four” distorted
and doctored what he said and how in so decing
they tried to push their counter-revolutionary
political programme and weave their plot to usurp
Party and state power.

Chairman Mao’s thesis on capitalist-roaders
within the Party is based on a penetrating analysis
of the class struggle in socialist society and the
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special characteristics of that struggle. The prin-
cipal contradiction in socialist society is that be-
tween the proletariat and the bourgeoisie, between
the socialist road and the capitalist road. It is
bound to be reflected inside the ruling Communist
Party, hence the emergence of Party persons in
power taking the capitalist road. Although the so-
cialist transformation of the ownership of the
means of production has in the main been com-
pleted and the proletariat has won gigantic victories
on the political and ideological fronts in its struggle
against the bourgeoisie, the old bourgeoisie is still
around, the vast petty bourgeoisie constantly
breeds capitalist forces, and new bourgeois ele-
ments keep on emerging. The old and new bour-
geoisie constitutes a considerable force in society in
terms of their capacity for manoeuvre and the in-
fluence they wield. They will invariably seek out
agents in the Communist Party, pinning their hopes
for capitalist restoration on the capitalist-roaders
within the Party. Chairman Mao pointed out that
the main aim of the socialist education movement
and the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution is to
“strike at those Party persons in power taking the
capitalist road.” He further stated, “You are mak-
ing the socialist revolution, and yet don’t know
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where the bourgeoisie is. Right inside the Com-
munist Party — those in power taking the capitalist
road.” This scientific thesis of Chairman Mao’s
was evolved and developed step by step by sum-
ming up the experience of Stalin’s struggle against
Trotsky, Zinoviev and Bukharin, the lessons drawn
from Khrushchov’s and Brezhnev’s restoration of
capitalism in the Soviet Union and the experience
in our own Party’s struggle against capitalist-
roaders. The struggles which smashed the three
bourgeois headquarters in the Great Proletarian
Cultural Revolution clearly testify to the fact that
it is the absolutely unrepentant capitalist-roaders
in the Party such as Liu Shao-chi, Lin Piao, and the
“gang of four” — Wang Hung-wen, Chang Chun-
chiao, Chiang Ching and Yao Wen-yuan — who
pose the chief danger of capitalist restoration.
While stressing the necessity of struggle
against the capitalist-roaders, Chairman Mao ex-
plicitly pointed out that they were only a handful
among the cadres in our Party. As early as 1967,
he said, “The overwhelming majority of our cadres
are good and only a tiny minority are not. True,
those Party persons in power taking the capitalist
road are our target, but they are a mere handful.
Except for those whe defected, turned renegade, or
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